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CIAFTER I INTRODUCTION

l. The Problem

Desire for chlldren among American youth has been studied by many re-
search workers, partliculsarly in the last decade. The largest part of their
investigations have merely indicated given degrees of expressed desire for
children in given test populaticns. A few have attemnpited to determine re-
lationships_between selected sgocial factors and this phenomenon. Studies
which examine the degree of significance assignable to revealed differences
in indiocated desire are, howsver, almost non~existent., Differences estab-
lished are often implied as representing reliably significant variations but
" reliabllity measures for them are seldom shown. Need for a statistioal study
determining the significance of these differences, therefore, seems obvious

on both theoretical and practical countse.

2. Purpose of this Study

The objective of the present study is to analyze statistically rela-
tionships between the number of children which college students say they
desire and seleoted social differentials. Specifically, it ls proposed to
ascertain degrees of association between indicated numbers of children
desired and (1) family background factors, (2) personal attributes, and
(3) educational experiences of students interviewed. Test items pertinent
to these three categories of experience certainly do not represent all fac-
tors in desire for children. Those to be used were believed to be indicative
social variables when this study was proposed. A review of findings concern-

ing relationships discovered may furnish guideposts for future ressarch.



3. Theoretical Framework for the Study

Attitudes verbally expressed, do not necessarily represent informants?
true valueas. It ias assumed, however, for this study that questionnaire res-
ponses indicating desire for ohildren are indlices of true attitudinal values.
Attitudes defined as preparatory interactional sets, defining a social situ=-
ation, can probably be assayed directly only through time sequence observa-
tions of behavior in given subjects. Concerning the attltude scaling move-
ment, Clifford Kirkpatrick has contended:

"All attitude measurement is indirect measurement in terms of an

attitude index. . . . . . . there is reason to think that a certaln

amount of attitudinal inconsistensy is to be expeoted and should he
analyzed into various types. Inconsistency of behavior forms is
inconsistenoy between the three components of attitudinal behavior

(a) attitudes, (b) overt verbal behavior or opinion, (¢) gross bodily

behavior with reference to the object or situation. All three are

realities and eaor is an index of the other two in the sense that some
inference or prediotion can be made from one variable to another.”

Acceptance of this contention for purposes of the present study permits
analysis of association between numbers of children verbally expressed as
desirable, or the "attitude index" obtained, and selected socisl character-
igstics found in the population sample. Statistical tests of significance
mey reveal chance factors to be the only presumable basis for associations
found. This would necessitate rejsction of any systematic inferences based

on the relationshlips implied. Conversely, reasonable assurance of relia~

bility may be assumed if statistical tests reveal a relative absence of chance

1 Clifford Kirkpastrick, "aAssumptions and Methods in Attitude Feasure-
ments," American Sociolorical Review, 1:1 (February, 1936), 75-88. See also
Gordon W, Allport, ihe Use of lersonal Doouments in Psychological Science,
Social Science Research Council, 1942, pr. 24 et passim, for & review ol
Semuel A. Stauffers', "An Experimental Comparison of sStatistical and Case
Eistory Methods of Attitude Research" (Unpublished Ph. D. thesis, University
of Chlioago); Louis Gottschalk, et al, The Use of Personal Documents in
Bistory, Anthropology, and Sociology, Social Sclence Research Council, 1945,
Ph. 223-224.




operating between variables measured., Since the problem involves measurement

of pencil and paper reactions, it is imperative that the probability of chance

association be interpreted stringently before observed relationships are con-

sidered to reveal true wvmlues,

4, Uypcthesia of the Study

This study, then, is to be an experimental test of the hyrothesis that

given social characteristics are uniformly asseociated with opinions regarding

~numbers of children desired. This hypothesis is based on the assumption that

desire for children is motivated, in major degree, by family instructicn or

informal learning, by personal characteristics or objectives related to status

interests, or by values derived from formal education.

5. Source of Data

Deta have been obtained through use of a sohedule devised for this study.

A copy of this form with its instruction sheet is inoluded as an appendix.z

Information obtained includes the following:

I. Number of Children Desired
II. Family Background Items

A,
B.
c.
D.
E‘
Fe
G.
HO

Size of Home Resident Community

Education of Father

Education of Mother

Number of Siblings in Student's Ferental Fome
Order of Student's Birth

Number of Children in Fathers! Farental Fome
Number of Children in Mothers' Farental Fome
Fathers' ‘iccupations

III. Personal Attributes

.A.
B.
Ce
D.

Sex

Are

Veteran Status
Religious Preference

2 Below, pp. 51-52.



E. Church Membership

Fe. Marital Status

G. Primary Source of Sex Eduoation
IV. Educational Experiences

A+ Academio Class

Bs. Academio School of Enrollment

To insure effectiveness, a preliminary schedule was submitted to compe=-
tent judges for criticisme. A revision was submitted to a pre-test group of
50 students., Ambiguous questions were then eliminated or modified for use
in the test schedule.

An approximate five per cent sample of undergraduate colle;re students
attending Oklahoma Agriocultural and Mechanical College during the second
semester of the 1948-49 academic school year was obtained as follows: First,
300 questionnaires ware distributed in sooiology, agronomy, engineering, and
BEnglish classes; second, volunteer interviewers, who had been instructed on
the test procedure, obtained 200 additional schedules; third, upon editing,
10 schedules were found to be obviously inacourate or incomplete, necessi-
teting their elimination; fourth, the remaining schedules were divided into
freshmen, sophcmore, junior, and senior groups whioh revealed the 450 usable
schadules were roughly representative of each class; f}ﬁﬁﬁ, thev were also
roughly indiocative of the distribution between veteran and non-vetaran
students; EEEEE‘ too many women, proportionately, had been interviewed. To
acrieve a more representative sample in this regerd, schedules from 10 women
registered in the School of Education and proportioned by class, according to
demand placed upon the semple by known characteristios of the parent univerase,
wore selected from the useable schedules obtained and eliminated.

It has been observed that through this above pattern of selection it

was impossible to oontrol school of reglistration representatively. An



over~concentration of students enrolled in Commerce, Arts and Sciences, and
Education was evident. Other characteristics of the student population are

unknown and uncontrolled.

6. Statistical Methodology

The statistloal analysis of the data in this study involwed four distinot

Steps 3

First, data were coded, transferred to cards, and these steps cliecked.

Clasgification and tabulation were acoomplished by emploving categories sat-
isfying rules of loglical division: analytical ocategories chosern were selected
ags exhaustive, exclusive, and based upon & single principle of differentiation.

Second, the date were arranged into tables acoording to availeble charac-
teristlcos followed. Different soocio-~cultural traits or attributes of students
wore used, in turn, es independent wvariables and indicated number of children
desired as the dependent variable. This was to determine coordinate rela-
tionships existing between variables chosen at each selected intervsl, level,
or oategoriocal position on the independent variable. Resulting wvalues on the
depsndent wvariable were expressed as either aritkmetic means or percentages,
depending upon the nature of the coordinate relationship analyzed. As far
as possible, data pertinent to each independent wvariable were divided to give
the closest approximation to equal numbers of cases in the categories assumed.
This wag to get optimum sized sub-divisions, since reliability in all measures
of implied tendencies depsnd, among other conditions, upon the number of
ineluded cases in selectsd stratea. Categories of unequal size will be noted
where they appear in interpretations of impllied relationshipse.

Ehiii’ contingency coefficients were computed between inderendent and

dependent variables. Contingenoy coefficients are estimates used to determine



the degree of agsociation between varimbles which are categorical or said to
exist or not exist rather than to exist in degree. A more discriminating
estimate of obtained agsociation may be achieved by dividing the ocontingenoy
coefficient computed from the data by the maximum association value possible
within the limits of the number of cells used in croess-tabulation. Yule and
Kendall have presented the maximum possible values of contingency coefficients
"Cc" for oross-~tabulations of attributes, each divided into the same number

of eatagories.3 Table 1 gives these maximum valuese. In utilizing this

Table 1. = The Maximum Values of C for Correlated Attributes Divided into
the Seme Number of Categories.

2 by 2-fold C cannot exceed 707
3 by 3-fold C cannot exoceed .£16
4 by 4-fold C cannot exceed 866
5 by 5-fold C cannot exceed .894
€ by 6-fold C cannot exceed <913

ooefficient in the present study, a figure mid-way between the values shown
above was used when the number of categories employed in dividing attributes
was not indicated by the table. All values of C reported in this study have
been adjusted by this method.

To determine the reliability of these C-values, a chi-square test of
significance for the independence of two attributes was used. This test is,
in effect, a test which indicates whether associations found are any greater
than would be expected on basis of chance, Chi-square is converted into
probability values (values indioating probatility of chance) by use of

standard tables. These probability values are expressed in this study by use

3
Do 97

Abstracted from, John G. Featman, Desoriptive and Sampling Statistics,




of the symbol "P". A "P" value of .10 or larger indicates that associstions
found may be due to chance in 10 cases out of 100; hence, this order of
relationship is not highly reliable. P values of .05 and .0l imply that in
five and one cases, respe: ively, out of 100 the observed relationship is due
to chance.

The five per cent confidence level (Pz.05) was arbitrarily chosen for
this study as the lower confidence level for accepting or rejecting associa=-
tions implied by the statistical measures employed. All oonfidence lewvels
are arbitrary and must be chosen in advance by the investigator. MNost at-
titudinal studies use the five per cent level chosen for this inveatigation.4
Since, as has been indicated, this study uses pencil and psper reactions as
indioces of attitudinal behavior, it is necessary to choose a rizid reliability
measure for associations revealed.

Fourth, some of the data included in this investigation were classified
as variate data, attributions or qualities existing to some degree. Fencs,
product-moment correlation cocefficients were used on oceasion to determine
degrees of association between independent and dependent variables.

Reliability of product-moment coefficients is determined by computation
of the standard error of the coefficient. To make this measure comparable
to the P value, explained above, it is converted into a value expressing the
pogsibility in 100 cases that the standard error may result from chance.

Thus, both reliability measures used in this study give equitable values and
are shown as P. Statlistioal correlations with accompanying probability wvelues
of .05 are designated as "signifiocant"; those with probability values of .0l

or lower are referred to as "highly significant" in this studv.

4 por further discussion of the confidence level, see, Yargaret J.
Hagood, Statistics for Sociologlists, pp. 430-456.




CEAPTER II REVIEYW OF LITERATURE

A review of literature dealing with attitudes of American youth concern-
ing desire for children, as wmentioned in the introduction to this study, has
revealed a number of works which have heen presented without due consideration
to underlying methodological problems. Actually, sampling procedures used have
been on occcesion vague and numerioal data clearly subject tc challenze. Some
studies have ignored samplirg entirely and presented conclusions therefore which
refer only to the specific test population considered. Few of the studies
reviewed have attempted through use of standard tests of signifioance to deter-
mine actual relationships Letween indicated number of children desired and given
social influences. Associations between assumed variables may have been erro-
neously reported. Certain conclusions from more substantive available studies
do offer direct suggestions for current effort.

Yoward ¥. Fell in a depression study of 15,528 Maryland vouth, htetween
16 and 24 years of age, found eight per cent reporting no eventual desire for
ohildren.l No importent sex differences in indicated eventual desire were
noted, but 84 per cent of the boys hoped to have at least one child; €% per
cent of the girls expresged similar desires. Bell further concluded that the
closer in terms of years youth came to parenthood, the more favorahle it was
fegarded: for youth of both sexes between 21 through 24 years of ape expres-
sions of eventual desire for children were more frequent than for youth between
16 and 20. |

The great majority of the youth interviewed in Bell's research, agreed
that they wanted fewer children than their parents had reared: the youth desired

2.7 children in contrast with 4.7 children in their own parental homes.

1 poward M. Bell, Youth Tell Their Story, pp. 36-42. The averages
reported in this study are median values.




No Important differences were indicated by youth coming from communities of
different size: farm youth desired 2.8 children; village ycuth, 2.7; town
vouth, 2.7; and city youth, 2.7. 8light differences were found between vouth
of different religious affiliation: Jewish youth desired 3.0 children; Cattolie,
2.9; protestant, 2.7; and those with no church affiliastion, 2.6, It also
eppeared that young merried individuals tend to desire slightly fewer children
than those still single but median differences for these groups were very
small,

Bell studied sources of sex informstion of youth. He found principal
informants %o be contemporaries for 66 per cent of the boys, 40 per cent of
the girls. The home, which includes parents and other immecdiate relatives,
was reported as tre chief source of sex information by 45 per cent of the girls,
17 per cent of the boys. Schools were credited by about eight per cent of eall
youth, four per cent indicated books, one per cent listed movies. GSince sub-
stantially larger proportions of younger youth reported the home to be the
chiaf source of sex information, bell ohserved that parents of this generation
may be more alert to this responsibility than were perents of similarly aged
children some ten years before. FHowever, since only about six out of every
ten youth of 16 years received most of their sex instruction from their parents,
Bell stated that perents of this group are in no way uniform in fulfilling
these responsibilities.

Wayne C. Neely surveyed 200 sociology students at the University of Iowa
and the entire student bLody of two small Iowa denominational colleges in

1936.2 Fe summarized his findings as revealing a tendency for men to desire

2 Wayne C. Neely, "Family Attitudes of Ilenominstional College and
University Students," American Sociological Review, 5:4 (Aurust, 1940),
512«522.,
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somewhat larger families than women. Differences between sex averages were
smaller in 1936 than had been observed in 1929 when a similar survey was
made. The earlier study indicated an average of 3,20 children desired by
men; 3.01 by women.3 Comparable figures for 1936 were 3.03 and 3.00., Neely
observed a tendenoy for students in 1936 to express desires for childless
marriages more frequently than those sampled in 1929. A trend toward the
modal size family of two children was indicated.

As a phase of a larger study of student Jjudgments pertinent to marriage,
Willjem S. Bernard sought in 1937-38 to measure opinions revealing desired
family size.4 Approximately 500 students, evenly divided for sex, from each
major academic division of the University of Colorado and from all four
undergraduate year levels, were studied through questionnaire and interview
methods. The median group, the largest class, indicated two to three chil-
dren ag a desirable famlly size. As high a percentage desired four children
as desired either one or none at all.5 His study suggested about three
children as the average number considered most desirable, Lemo D. Rockwood
and Mary E. N. Ford reviewed several studies which showed the mean average
number of children desired to be about three .5

A survey by Calvin F. Schmid and Gladys Engel of 400 University of

Washington students in 1941 disclosed that women desire larger families

8 These averages appear %o be arithmetic means, though explicit designa=-
tion 18 not gilven.

4 Willjam S. Bernard, "Student Attitudes on Marriage and The Tarily,"
American Sociological Review, 3:3 (June, 1938), 345-36l. .

5 Percentages are not given.

6 1emo D. Rockwood and Vary E. N. Ford, Youth, ¥arriagze, and Parenthood,
pp. 134-145.
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than men.7 A oritical ratio of 5.4 for percentage differences between ren
and women desiring families of three or more children substantiated this
difference as statistically significant. The authors suggested as a possible
reason for this difference the fact that many more males worked their way
through school and as a result had more realistic appreciation of expenses
involved in family rearing. Conversely, women perhaps had devoted more
thinking to plana for a future home; men viewed parental rocles hazily.
Approximate inoome of parents, humber of siblings in the student's home,
religious preference, and church attendance were also investigated as cor-
relatives of students?! indicated preferences in family size. PFarental
inocome correlated with desired number of children at the level of .03; num-
ber of siblings, .18; church attendance, .l15. Respondents professing no
religious preference were found to desire signifiecantly fewer children than
sither protestant, Catholic or Jewish students. Among the three religious
groups, Jewish students sipnified strongest desire for small families, but
since this group was quite small, the reliability of this observation was
questioned by the authors.

A student opinion survey by Harold T. Christensen made at Srirham Young
University in 1946-47 provides additional information.8 His research, based
on 1600 students, was primarily designed to investigate the social settirg of

high Mormon fertility. Mormon students expressed desire for ohildren ranging

7 calvin F. Sohmid and Gladys Engel, "Attitudes Conocerning Size of Family,"
Sociology and Social Research, 27:2 (November-December, 1942), 131-134.

¥ Harold T. Christensen, "Mormon Fertility: A Survey of Student Opinion,"
American Journal of Socioclogy, 53:4 (January, 1948), 270-275. The averages
" reported in this study are arithmetiec means.
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principally between four and five, averaging 4.64. An earlier study by
Christensen at the same university had indiceted that an average of 4.30 ohil-
dren was desired by male and female students taken together, This variance was
explained as probably due to differences in sampling procedures. The earlier
study had not distinguished single from married or Mormon from non-orron
students.

Comparison of married lMormon with single Yormon males observed in 1946
revealed that marrisge had little or no effect in changing desired size of
family: married Mormon men desired an average of 4.42 children; the single, an
averace of 4.39 (no critical ratio listed). Single non-Mormon males wanted an
average of one. less child per family than single Mormon males (oritical ratio,
2.0). Christensen believed this difference to be due to Mormon religious
influence. This inference was supported by evidence from an earlier study of
University of Wisconsin students, also under his sponsorship, which disclosed
the‘median number of children desired to be 2.92. The Utah study revealed that
¥ormon women desired an average of one-half child larger families than are
desired by Mormon men. A critical ratioc or 10.6 suggested this difference to
be significant and led Christensen to conclude that ¥ormon women hoped for
larger families than did ¥ormon men,

Students sampled at Brigham Young University wanted smaller families
then the families in which they were reared. A oritical ratio of 2.7 implied
statistical significance for this difference. Wales, more than ferales, de-
sired smaller families than thelr parents. This was shown by the fact that
48 .4 par cent of the males indicated desire for fewer children than their
parents had reared; only 32.3 per cent, more children. The respective per-
centages for females were 38.8 and 42.7. Critical ratios indicated statis-

tical signiflcance. Students from large femilles desired larger families
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than the average in thls test group, hnblying that size of parental family is
related positively to size of family desired by students.

A recently released study at Washington State College, made by Arlene
Sheeley, Paul H. landis, and Vernon Davies, inclﬁded review of opinions held
by 307 college daughters and their mothers.g Four children were considered
ideal by a larger percentage of the total test group than any other number.
Three ranked next, then two. Cnly one person each considered none ard one to
be ideal., Rural mothers and daughters desired larger families than their
urban equivalents. This led the authors to assume this difference to be
related to rural-urban birth rate differentials.

This review of literature discloses several general conclusions which
are held to be pertinent and directly suggestive to the present investigation:

(1) College students expressed desire for families of about three children.
wualifjcation is necessary with reference to Yormon students.

(2) Youth tended to desire fewsr children than the number present in their
parental families. This tendency was particularly noted among those coming
from large femilies; an opprosing indication was exhibited by youth coming from
extremely small families. There was suggested a direct relationship between
size of parental family end the number of children expressed as desirable.

(3) Females tended to desire larger families than males. This was not
uniform in all orienting studies reviewed.,

(4) Varriage had little effect on desire for children; it may act as

an influence associated with decreasing expressed desires.

9 Arlene Sheeley, Paul F. Landis, and Vernon Davies, Yarital and Family
Adjustment in Rural and Urban Families of Two Generations. Pullran: ®ashington
Agricultural Experiment Station, Bulletin No. 506, 1949, prn. 17-1t.
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(5) Religzious allegiance, though evidence was not uniform, mav shepe
opinicns of youth toward greater desire for children.
(6) Age and parental income was related in a slight positive manner
with expressed desires of youth for shildren.
(7) The size of community in which youth live had insignificant
relationship to indicated desire for ohildren. This may be qualified in
the oase of females or in like sex comparison of gross rural-urban variastions.
(8) Modern parents appear to be instructing their children regarding sex

more frequently than did the parents of earlier generaticns.



CUAPTER TII TAYILY BACYGRCUND FACTCRS AXD IUDICATED DESIRE
FOR C*ILDREW

1. Introduction

Tvpical home relationships experienced by youth hasg heen reported to be
associated with future marital he.}'lpiness..l These same experiences mav also
structure indicated desire for children. TFurther, it has been held that
mothers exert greater influence than fathers in shaping childrens' attitudes
and sentiments.2 This might result from the typically more intimate associa-
tion vhetween mothers and younger childrer and in the case of cirls, the
training through adolescence by mothers to primary sex roles. Implications
of these views are examlned below in terms of an interest in relationships
tetween chosen family background factors and indicated desire for children.3
Tre family background items tc be considered sare; size of home resident
community, education of father, education of mother, number of siblings in
student's parertal home, order of student's birtk, number of children in
fathers' parental home, number of childrern in mothers' psrental home, and

fathers' occupational class.

1 Brnest W. Burgess and leonard 8. Cottrell, Predicting Success or
Failure EE_Marriage, Pp. 260-261 .

2 Cited in Robert T. ¥cMillan, "The Influence of Fathers and Yothers
Upon the Social Traits of Children," Southwestern Journal, 2:3 (194¢6), 21l.

Desires, wants, or similar terms used in this analysis are used to
designate paper and pencil reactions of students' indicated desire for children.
Desire for children, of course, doss not necessarily reflect actual number
of children to be born when these students become parents. Further discussion
of factors related to fertility may be found in P. K. #helrton and Clyde V.
Kiser, "Social and Psychological Factors Affecting Fertility", X ilbank Hemorial
Fund yuarterly, 21:3 (July, 1943), 221-280; 22:1 (January, 1947), 63-111; 25:4
{Cetoter, 1947), 383-425; 26:2 (April, 1948), 182-23G; 27:2 (April, 1949),
166-244,
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Students who ere incluvded in £ is study indicete decire for a2 mean

average of 3,01 ohildren.? The standsrd deviation of t-is mean is .981.
Very few seem to want less than two; few, more than four children. The
heavy concentration of indicated desire for two, three, and four children,
may possibly be due to a high derree of homogeneity in the group observed.
Four students state that they want no children; the sare number <ayv they
desire six. Famillies of fiwve or more children are more frequently indicatad
es desirable than childless or one-child families. Ta':le 2 helow shows the
distribution of expressed desires for children in this group with percent-
ages of the total group desiring each number,

Table 2. = Distribution of Indicated Lumber of Children Desired Among
Test Group Students.

Tndilcated Number of Yanber of Par Cent of
Children Desired Students Students
Total} 480 100.0
0 4 8
1 8 1.7
2 147 30,7
3 181 37.7
4 12 25.2
5 13 2.7
6 4 «8
7 1 .2
8 1 ol

Some investigetions hawve indicated that ccllege students thiak two
children to be an ideal family number.s Yost of those investipetions were
made prior to World War II during e stringent economic pericd. This
study, made in a period of more fevorahle economic conditicrs, ray sugpest

thet desire for children is directly sssociated with the rer-ral ecenomic

4 A averages used in this study are zrithnetic means. TIn future
references "average" designates this mean.

5 Cited, Paul H. Landis, Social Folioies in the YMaking, p. 248.
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gituation. This 1s, of course, not e direct hypothasis for test by present
datas. The degree of association, however, between relative economic stetus
of students' families, determined by fathers' occupetional class, and indi-
ceted desire will be examined. If desire for children increases directly
with assumed economic rank ol fathers'! occcupations, some illumination on this

suggested altermative hypothesis may be obtained.

2. liome hesidence

Size of resident community is generally considered %o be inversely
asgociated with fertility. OSome studies dealing with associations Letween
size of resident community and indicated desire for children, however,
report no ohbserved differences.5 Students in the present test population
are predominately urban residents. Of the males 71 per cent and of the
females 78 per cent list places with a population of 2,500 or larger as
home communities. Rural men included in this study desire an averare of
2.72 childrens urban mer, Z2.53. For rursl women this number is 3.63; for
urban women, 3.24. Apparently home residence is associated with indicated
desire for children, but the implised direction of assooistion is oprosite
for the two sexes. Since the residence differences disclosed hy this
comparison are relatively small and since the lengzth of residence in
given communities is not ocontrolled in this study, present interpretation
of these variations must be limited.

Separating rural students into farm and non-farm grours and classifying
urban students by size of resident community does shed additional light on

this question. Table 3 reviews these findings. Rural residence is

¢ See supra, p. 9.
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apparently positively associated with relatively high indicated desire by
women students for children; within the urban group the larger the city, the

fewer children women generally indicate as desirable. Similar consistent

Table 3+ - The Relation of Size of Residéﬁt Communities to ¥ean Number of
Children Indicated as Desirable, by Sex.

Size of I'ean Number of Children Desired by
Resident lYales Females
Community Number Average Number Averare
All Groups 344 2.85 136 3 .23
Total Rural 125 2.72 30 % .63
Total Urban 218 2 .83 106 3«24
Rural Farm 72 2 .63 16 3 .50
Rural Non-Farm 53 2.85 14 3.7
2,500=5,000 53 2.85 21 3 .38
5,000-~10,000 43 2.65 11 2 .82
10,000=50, 000 68 2.97 38 332
50,000-~100, 000 11 3 .00 4 3425
100,000=1 million 38 2.74 32 319
1 million and over 5 2 .80

——— e st .

trends are not shown for males. Rural non-farm men report desire for the same
mean number of children as small-town urban males. Rural-farm males indicate
desire for fewer cohildren than any other group. Indicated desire for children
among urban men increases with size of resident community up to cities of

50,000 population, beyond which & reverse tendency is noted. Contingenoy
coefficients of .055 for males and .239 for females indicate derrees of associa-
tion between indicated desire for children and size of resident community, but
sinoe the P walue’ ia only .95 for males and .20 for females, the association

15 not considered to be statistically significant. These data suggest,

nevertheless, that size of home resident community may be associated with

7 The symbol F ia used to designate the reliability of a statistical
measure. See supra, pPpe 6-7.
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indicated numbers of children desired and that this relatlionship may be
greater in asserted desires of females for children than in asserted desires
of males. Since length of residence in home community is not considered in

this study, this observation is extremely tenuous on basis of present data.

3. Education 2£ Father

Fathers of males interviewed have an average of 1l1,.2 years of schooling;
fathers of females, an average of 12.3. Relationships between fathers' edu-
oation and their offspring's desire for children are analyzed separately for
men and women to eliminate possible effects eminating from the unequal
educational attainments of fathers. Educational level attained by fathers
appears to be assooiated with indicated desire for children among males
differently than among females. Xmles tend to desire fewer children as their
fathers'! educational attainment inoreases, females exhibit the opprosite
tendency. Table 4 below reviews this indicated relationship.

Takble 4. -~ The Relation of Number of Children Indicated as Desirable to
Fathers' Educational Attainment, by Sex and Educational Groups.

Number of Children Fathers! Eduoation 1n vYears
Desired and ean Number Males Females
Desired 1-8 912 15-up 1-8 9-12 13=-up
Kumber 139 184 157 22 82 52
Percentage

0=2 35.9 3649 41,9 18 .2 19 .4 23,1

3 34,2 36.9 39.0 36.3 54 .8 25.0

4 or more 29.9 2642 19.0 45,5 25.8 51.9

Mean Value 2.94 2.867 2.73 3432 3.15 3.54

Contingency coefficients of these relationships are .125 for men and
349 for women with P values of .50 and .02 respectively. The association

for males is not statistioally significant but for females, beins above the
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five per cent confidence level, it may be accepted as significant. An
alternative judgment for these date may be obtained through use of product-
moment oorrelation, tested for significance on the null hypothesis. This
corrslation coefficient for males is =087 with P at .055; for females .117
with P of .056. Both P values are almost equal to the accepted confidence
level and may be taken as indicative of possible significance. Father's
education thus appears to be directly correlated to a slight degree with

females' deslire for children, inversely with males' desire for children.

4, Education of Mother

¥others of men studied have received an average of 11,8 years of
schooling; mothers of women, an averapge of 13.l years of schooling. Appar-
ently, educational attaimment of the mothers of these students is assoclated
with expressed desire for children. These data are reviewed in Table 5,
These means suggest that the educational achievement of mothers has & greater
asgoclation with desire for children expressed by sons than that expressed by
daughters. Contingency coefficients of .129 for men and .087 for females
support this statement. These measures of degrees of association are not
statistically significant, however, and further evidence must he found before
conclusive statements may be made.

Product-moment correlation coefficients give more statistically reliable
measures of the relationship between mothers' level of education achieved
and gtudents' desires for children. A coefficient of-.08B4, P at .02, is
obtained betwesen mothers' educational achlievement and sons' desire for
children; between educational aschievement of mothers and daughters' expressed
desire for children a coefficlient of .023, with P at .39, results. This

indicates differences in means to e significant for men. No statistical
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significence, however, may be implied for the mean differences obtained for
womene. Only 18 of these mothers of female students, out of = total group of
136, have less than an eleventh grade education, This observation with the
average level of education attained by this group of mothers teing equivalent
to the first year in college, suggests differences in their educational
attaimnent to be too small for significant comparisons. Thus, only indiceted
degire of aons for children is assoclated in these data inversely and in
small degree with educational achievement of mothers,

Table 5. -~ The Relation of Number of Children Indicated as Desirable %o
Mothers' Educational Attaimnment, by Sex and Educational Groups.

Tumber of Children Yothers' Education in Years
Desired and ¥ean Number Males Females
Desired 1«8 ¢-12 15-up 1-12 15-up
Number 68 159 117 66 70
Percentage

0=2 35.3 3741 41,0 19.7 21 4

3 3648 35.2 3845 43 .9 371

4 or more 27 .9 27 .7 20.5 36.4 41 04

Wean Valuo 2 094 2 .91 2 .83 3 032 3 033

5. Number of S:iblings

¥ales studied came from families having an average of 3,50 children;
females from femilies having an average of 3.02. Forty-seven men and 23
women are "only children™. Of the males 73 per cent have fewer than four
brothers or sisters; 71 per cent of the females less than three. These
students have come from families differing in siza, but the degree of
¢ifference is slight since the majority have three or fewer siblingse
Fomogeneity of families in respect to size, then, will reduce in this study
both the range of differences observed and the statistical significance of

differences found.
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Men students interviewed who are "only children" express desire for an
average of 2.43 children; women, an average of 3.17. Cne of these male
students said he wanted no ehildren; two expressed desire for at least cne
child. Five females in this group indicated that they desired at least two;
all others, at least three children. This suggests that they believe one-
child families to be undesirable. Students from larger families desire an
average indicated number of children whioh tends to increase dirsctly with
the number of brothers or sisters present in parental families. This is

shown by the data of Table 6.

Table 6. - The Relation of Size of lParental Families to Meanr Indicated
Number of Children Desired, by Sex.

Size of Wean Number of Children Desired by

Parental Yales Females

Family Number Average Humbar Averare
Only Children 47 2 43 - 23 3.17
Two Children 95 2.81 41 3432
Three Childven 61 2.92 32 3 .22
Four and Five Children 83 2.93 31 3425
3ix or more Children 58 3,09 o 4,33

Support for the foregoing observation is gained through computation of
contingency and product-moment correlation coefficients. Contingency coeffi-
cients of .346 for males and .180 for females with respective P velues of
.001 and .50 result. Product-moment oorrelation obtains values of .185 for
males and 085 for females with respective P values of .001 and .,13. Thus,
desire for ohildren is associated with size of parental family to a degree
highly significant atatistically for males, but below the five per cent
confidence level for females. Since most of the women in this study come
from homes having less than three ohildren, they are not representetive of
different sizes of families., The averages shown are regarded, therefore,

only as suggestive.
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6o Order of Birth

To give separate consideration to informants who come from famlilles in
whioh siblings are present, obtained schedules asre divided by parental family
sizes into categories of two, three and four, and five or more. Comparisons
of mean numbers of children desired, holding family slze constant in the
manner indicated, reveals that male students who are the first or the last
child indicate desire for larger femilies than males occupying a central
ordinal poaition. Table 7 presents these data. Men students who are last
children in these groups tend to desire larger families than first children,
The average number of children desired by males who are first children from
families having five or more siblings, is probably not representative due
to sample limitations. The only male indiecating desire for six children
actually fell in this class. Female students exhiblit a consistent tendency
of incressing indicated desire for ohildren as their own ordinal position
advances.

Table 7. = The Relation of Size of FParental Family and Students' Order of
Birth to Indicated Number of Children Desired.

Size of Yean Number of Children Desired by
Parental Family Males Females
and Order of Birth Number Average Number Average

Two Children

First Child 47 2.72 13 3431

last Child 48 2.90 28 3.32 .
Three or Four Children

First Child 35 2.2 21 3.10

Middle Child 46 2.70 21 3 .24

Last Child 31 3.19 9 4,11
Five or More Children

First Child 9 376

¥iddle Child 57 2.91 15 T47

Last Child 24 317 6 3.50
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Contingency coefficlents of .265 for males and .318 for females are
obtained between order of birth and indicated desire for children, where
size of family is held constant. These computations are mede with students
reared in families of three children or larger and result in P values of
.03 for men and .10 for women. Similar computations using students whose
femilies consist of less than three children produces contingency coefficients
of .267 for males and .291 for females with respective P wvalues of .10 and
.068. Indicated desire for children is positively and reliatly associated with
ordinal position of males from families of three or more children. These
computations satisfy the five per cent confidence level. Within this particu-
lar class desire for children increases with later ordinal position. Relation-
ships found in other ocategories studied are not statistically significant, but
obtained averages suggest a similar association to that described above for

males from the larger families.

7. Number of Children in Fathers' Parental Iome

Fathers of male students studlied came from homes having an average size
of 5.58 children; fathers of females from homes averaging 5,39 children.
Compared with the parental family size of male and female students, these
figures clearly indicate that average familv size is decreasing.

Fathers of nine men and 11 women are from one-child families, the others
being from families ranging in size from two to 12. Through arranrement of
students into groups according to size of fathers' families, classes contain-
ing approximately equal numbers are obtzined. These are included in cate-
gories of one to three, four and five, 3ix and seven, and eight or more
children in fathers' families. Average numbers of childrer indicated as

desirable by male students falling in these classes increase directly with
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size of fathers'! families. Averare numbers of children indicated as decsirable
by females, as shown in Table 8, follows & reverse pattern. For each sex

group the given tendency is consistent.

Table 8, - The Relation of S5ize of Pathers! Parental Familv to V'ean
Number of Children Indicated as Desirable, by Sex.

Size of Tean Number of Children Desired bv

Fathers' Farental teles Females

Family HNumber Average Number Average
1-3 85 2.69 35 3.54
4-5 110 2.81 35 3 .43
6=7 72 2.92 33 3.21
8 or more 72 3.03 32 3,09

Degrees of assoclation between size of fathers' families and students!
indicated desire for ohildren are obtained by computation of eontingenoy
coefficients, which are .141 for males with P at «30, and .172 with P at
+«50 for females. On this basis these associations are not statistically
gignificant. Producte-moment correlations are .192 with a P of .0Ul1 for meh
and -.164 for women with P at .027. These values are both statistically
gignificant and imply that the desire of male students for children tends to
increase directly with incressing size of their fathers' families, while that

of female students is inversely associated with size of their fathers' lamilies.

8. Number of Children in ¥others' FParental Homse

Mothers of men students came from homes having an average of 5.54
children; mothers of women students from homes having an average of 5.15
children. ¥others of males in 19 cases are from one-child families; only
three mothers of females are from similarly sized families. Arranging
students into pgroups by size of mothers' families, with classes identical

to those used in reference to the families of fathers, averages are obtained,
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as shown in Table 9, which suggest that a positive association exists between

size of mothers'! parental families and students' indicated desire for children.

Teble 2. = The Relation of Size of Nothers' Parental Family to Indicated ¥ean
Number of Children Desired, by Sex.

Size of *Yean Number ol Children Desired by

¥others' Parental Vales Females

Family Number Averare Number Averare
1-3 84 2.68 39 3.15
4-5 106 2.83 39 3.28
6-7 82 2.94 35 3429
8 or more 69 2.97 23 3.74

These data furnish evidence that indicated desire for children, both
among men and among women, increases directly with size of mothers' parental
femilies., Contingency coefficlents of .192 with a P of .05 for males, and of
297 with a P value of .05 are obtained, both of which sre considered statis-~
tically significante. Product-moment correlations produce coefficients of
.149, a P of .002; and .169, a P of .024, for males and females, raspectively.
Students!® desire for children thus appears to be directly associated with size

of mothers' parental families,

9. Fathers' Occupational Class®

Tuman fertility, es a general rule, varies inversely in the United
States with socio-sconomic status. Related observations may be achleved by
examining associations between fathers' occupational class and students?
indicated desire for children. Since rural marriages are generally found to
be more fertile than urban, fathers having rural oococupations must be con-
sidered separately. Seventy-nine fathers of men and 18 fathers of women

students fall in this group. Further oclassification shows that 30.7 per cent

8 Y. S. Census Bureau occupational classifications are used.
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of the fathers of msles and 30.8 per cent of the fathers of females are either
proprlietors, managers, or officials. This concentration of occupational pur-
suits is again indicative of sample homogeneity which precludes much ground
for analysis of statistical variations.

¥ean indioated number of children desired by students whose fathers
are engaged in different classes of ococupations, as shown in Teble 10, do
vary but interpretation of general tendencies is difficult. Combining the
ocoupetional groups into classes oommonly judged to aprear on different
economio levels revealed no significant differences. Differences hetween the
averages shown above are also more apparent than real since reliability is
below acceptable standards. These data can only Iimply a tendency for direct
association between socio-economioc level of fathers' occuprtional class and
students' indicated desire for children. Statistical evidence for such
relationships are inconclusive.

Table 10. - The Relation of Fathers' (Occupational Class to ¥ean Indicated
Number of Children Desired, by Sex.

Fathers! Mean Number of Children Desired by

Ocoupationall , ¥ales remales

Class Number< Average Numbers Averare
Professional 32 2.87 15 3 .47
Prop., ¥gr., offr1.4 105 2.71 42 3 .50
Clerical, Sales, etc. 33 2.90 21 3.19
Craftsmen, etc. 47 2.77 21 3 .09
Operators, eto. 22 2.73 13 Z.85
Service 16 2.43 2 4.50
Laborers 10 2.50 -— ———
Farm Owners 52 3 .00 11 3.54
Farm Tenants 27 3422 7 3 .28

1. U. S. Census Bureau classifioations.
2. Ooccupations of two fathers are unknown.
3+ Ococupations of four fathers are unknown.
4, Exclusive of farm owners or tenants.
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10, Interpretation

Students attending Oklahoma Agricultural and Vechanical Collere apree
with students from similar schools that three children are a desirable
number. Size of home communities in whieh these students live appears to
be statistically insignificant as a factor related to their indionted desire
for children. Among females in this connection, indicated deﬁires for
children seem to reflect influences of urbanization, though this isg insigni-
ficant statiatioally.9 Inadequate sampling controls in this present investi-
gation probably vitlate the statistical reliabllity of expressed differences
between rural and urban students.

Some association, though statistically unreliable, between level of
education achieved by fathers and students' indicated desire for children
is evidenced in this study. A direct relationship between this factor and the
desires of women is shown but an inverse relationsghip is implied for men. An
inverse association is revealed between level of educstion achieved by mother
and the indicated desire of male students for children. The level of educa-
tion achieved by fathers is apparently related to a higher derree with
indiocated desires for children cn the part of daughters; mothers' educational
achie 'ement is related to a higher degree with indicated desire for ohildren
among song. FProduct-moment correlations of .117 for the albiove father-
daughter combination and ~.084 for the mother-son relationship, both of whieh
are statistically significant, challenge conceptions of mother dominance.
Since these correlations are relatiwely low, however, there is no basis for

conclusive inference from these data.

9 This agrees with results indicated in a recent study made at
Washington State College. See supra, p. 13.
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Students who come from large families tend to want families larger in
size than those who come from small families.l0 Females in this study come
from smaller homes than do boys; hence, the variation in the number of
siblings is not as great in the homes of women students as that found in mens'
homes. This may possibly account for fallure of correletions between indicated
desires of female students and the number of their siblings to reach a magnitude
of significance.,

Ordinal position is found to be related statistically to the numher of
children students indiocate as desirable among males from families of three
or more children only. Within this group last children tend to indicate
desire for the largest families. They are followed by first children, while
middle childrens' indiocated desire appears to be the least sssoclated with
this factor. Statistical correlations between ordinal position and indicated
degire for ohildren among students coming from familles having less than three
children are positive but not statistically significant. A positive correla-
tion, insignificant statistically, between order of birth and indicated desire
of femnle students coming from familises of three or more children is also
obtained,

Differences in the experiences of first and last children in the smaller
sized families are possibly not sufficlent to distinguish indicated desires
for ohildren. Failure of oomparisons between order of birth and indicated
desires for children emong women coming from larger families to be associated
may be ip all probability, explained by an inadequate sample of women students
from families of three or more children. Since contingency coefficients are
larger for women coming from families of three or more children and from

families having less than three than those apprearing in comparable male

10 Note Christensen's similar finding, supra, p. 12.
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classifications, the suggestion is apparent that a more adequate range in
family size might reveal relationships of greater magnitude for women.
Bvaluation of the theory of maternal dominance in attitude formation
is extended by an examination of the assooistion existing between number of
siblings in fathers' and in mothers' parental homes and desires of sgons
and daughters for children., No significant differenoces can e found.
Direot assocliations are implied tretween size of fathers' parental homes
and indicated desires of sons for children and between size of mothers!
parentel homes and indicated desires for children of both sons and daughters.
An inverse association is found between size of fathers!' parental homes and
indicated desire by their daﬁghters for children.
A plausible explanation of the failure of paternal occupational class
to be asgoclated with indloated desires of students for children may be
found in inherent defects of the occupational classification used. Cccupational
categories often violate the basic criteria of classificsticn which were men-

tioned in the introduction to this study,



CHAPTER IV PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES AND INDICATED DESIRE FOR CHILDREY

l. Introduction

Until marriage desire for children 1s a personal matter. After marriage
it becomes a mutual concern. It is important, therefore, to consider those
personal characteristios of college students which appear to be associated
with numbers of children desired and which may upon marriage enter into
conaiderations of family slize. Ilersonal characteristics chosen for investi-
gation hence are; sex, age, veteran status, religious preference, church

membership, marital status, and primary source of sex education.
2. Sex

Most studies in this area reveal that women desire more children than
men. Some exceptions are found.l The present study of sex differences is
made through analysis of records obtained from 344 men and 136 women. That
females indicate desire for more children than do males is revealed in
Table 11. The largest percentage figures for females falls in class 3; for
males, in class O-2. A oomparison between per cent of each sex group indi-
cating desire for four or more children reveals a conforming tendency for
females to express desire for the larger families. The computation of the
average number of children indlocated as desirable by students of each sex
gives further conforming evidence. l}iales desire an average of 2.85 children;
females, 3.23. The oritical ratio of the difference between these means is
5.02, signifying a highly signifioant difference. The degree of association

between sex and indicated number of children desired is found to be .738,

1 See Bell's findings, supra, p. 8.
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using a contingenoy coefficient measure, with a P value less than .,00l. 1In
less than one time in 1,000 could these differences be attributable to chance.
Sex, therefore, appears to be highly significant as a factor associated with

indicated desire for children in this test population.

Table 11, - The Relation of Indicated HNumber of Children Desired to Sex.

‘Indicated HNumber of Vales _ Femalies
Children Desired Number Per Cent Number Pexr Cent
Total 344 100.0 136 100.0
0-2 131 38.1 28 20.6

3 126 36.6 55 40.4
4 or more 87 25 43 53 38.0
3. Age

Age and accompanying maturity are commonly thought to be associated with
interest in and planning for marriage and perenthood. Students sampled range
in age from 18 to 38 years, the majority being from 18 to 25. Of the males
88 per cent are between these age limits; of the females 89 per cent are in
age between 18 and 2)l. Through division of cases into age and sex groupings
containing approximately equal numbers, it is found that the average number
of children deslired inoreases slightly with increases in age for both males
and females. This is shown in Table 12, This tendency is more consistent
for females than males. Men who are 18 to 19 and those 26 years of age or
older, deviate from the general pattern noted above. At both age extremes
there is great probability of sampling error.

Contingency ocoefficients of .180 for both males and females give some
support to the above interpretation, but a P value of .30 for both sexes
falls below the five per cent confidence level and indlicates that the

association may be due to chance. Apparently age may be associated with
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desire for children but the data in this study justify only qualified and
restriocted conclusions limited primarily to the central ages, the extreme

age groups being too wvariable for orderly interpretations.

Table 12, - The Relation of Age to Indiocated Desire for Children, by Sex.

Age Mean Number of Chlldren Deslired by

of tales Females

Student Number Average Number Averape
All Apes 344 2,85 136 3423
20=21 77 2,74 53 3.53
22+23 87 2.82 15 3«60
2425 60 3.10
26 and over 42 2.81 _ -

4. Veteran Status

It might be revealing to know if veterans acknowledge desire for more
children than non-veterans. The sample contains 250 male students who are
veterans; the remaining 94 males are non-veterans. Men only are used for
the analysis of this question, since the study includes only three women
who have military experience. Nale veterans are found to indicate desire
for an average of 2.85 children; non-veterans, an identical number. Veteran
status, then, is not differentially assoclated with desire for children among

these college students.

5. THeligious Preference

Religion influences birth rates qQuite oconsistently. Is religion
assoolated with acknowledged desire for children and, if so, to what extent?
The sampled student population contains 34 Catholic, 433 protestant, two

Jewish, and 11 students indlcating no religious preference. While sampling
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deviations might well vitiate minute comparisons here, some differences hetween
Catholic and protestant groups will be noted. As shown in Table 13, Catholicsa
of both sexes indioate desire for more children than do protestants. dJewish
students, both males, express a desire for four and six chlldren, respectively.

Differences between protestant denominations are very small and are not
statistically aignificant.z Differences, standardized by sex, between all
Cathollic and all protestent students, however, are significant. Contingency
coefficients of .148 and .282 are obtained for meles and females, respectively,
with P's of .06 and .04, These P wvalues are within the five per cent confidence
level. Thus, some association between desire for many children and Catholie
religious preference exists. This association is greaster for women than for
men. The small number of students having no religious preference eliminates
the possiblility of statistioal consideration of their indicated desire for
ohildren. However, they do list desires for an average of slightly fewer
children than either protestant or Cathelic male groups,

Table 13. =~ The Relation of Religious Preference to Mean Indicated Kumber
of Children Desired, by Sex.

Religious Wean Number of Chlldren Desired by
Prefarencex Males Females
Number Average Number Average
Cathollec 24 3 .29 10 4.50
Protestant 307 2 .85 126 3.21
No Preference 11 2.82

—— mtte—

* Jowlsh students were omlitted since only two were interviewed.

2 For this reason these lengthy data are not reviewed.
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€+ Chureh Vembership

Religious preference alone hardly indicates the signifiloeance of religion
to people in an adequate manner. Membership is usually accepted as a cue of
greater regard than preference. Accordingly, church membership may be &
more critical measure for use in this study. 1In this study, 71 per cent of
the males and 85 per cent of the females indicate that they are church mem-
bers. Table 14 rewveals that church members of either sex tend to desire
larger numbers of cohildren than non-members. These differences between
church members and non-members are in the expscted direction, but P values
of .50 for males and .30 for females are not statistioally signifieant. Thus,
the differences found may be due to chance.

Teble 14. - The Relation of Indicated Number of Children Desired to Church
Membership, by Sex.

Number of Children

Desired and Mean Number Vales Feme.les
Desired Kember Non-=Member Kember Mon-¥ember
Number 245 €9 116 20
Percentage

0-2 3643 42 .4 19.0 30.0

3 37 .6 34 .4 40.5 40.0

4 or more 26.1 23 .2 40.5 30.0

Mean Value 2.90 2 .80 3 .40 3.10

7« Marital Status

Marriage is commonly thought to condition personal attitudes. 1In this
light married students might reasonably desire fewer children than single
students. In the present investigation 28 per cent of the males and 15 per

cent of the females are married. Two divorced males are jignored at thias
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point. OCne married man indicates no desire for children, one wants six; three,
only one child. Yo married women indicate desire for less than two; only one,
five children. Table 15 summarizes the association between merrisge and indi-
oated desire for children whoﬁ sex 1s held constant. Contingency coeffiocients
calculated separately for the sexes are .140 for men, .195 for women. F values
are +20 for males and .50 for females, indicating that the association iz likely
due to chance. Narital status is not statistically significant as a factor
associated with indiocated desire for children in this study.

Table 15, - The Relation of Indicated Number of Children Desired to Marital
Status, by Sex,.

Nunber of Children

Desired and Mean Number Males Females
Desired Single Marr led Single Varried
Number 243 98 115 21
Percentage
0-2 38 07 35-7 20.0 23 a8
3 38.7 31.6 40.0 42.8
4 or more 22 .6 32.7 40.0 33 .4
Yean Value 2.85 2.97 3.36 3.14

8. Primary Source of Sex Education

Sources of sex esducation may be associated with attitudes favoring parent-
hood., Students designated their primary source of sex education, making possible
an evaluation of the association between this factor and indicated desire for
children. The most frequently revealed source is "parents", the least frequent

"ministers"--mentioned by only one student.® Men and women obtain their sex

3 Other sources in descending order are: high school companions, books,
medical publications, marriagae, military training, brothers and sisters, grade
school playmates, dates, college classes, high school and grade school classes
and teachers, extra-marital relations, relatives, family physician, college
companions, pulp magazines,
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education from different sources: 33 per cent of the male, and 49 per cent
of the femals students regarding their families as the primary source of
their sex education.

Chi- square teats of significance applied to differences in desire for
children acknowledged by students receiving sex education from included
sourcas reveals no statistically significant variations. Thus, primary
source of sex education is not associated with the indicated desires for
ohildren of these students. Twoc plausible explanations may be advanced for
this lack of signifioant difference: First, students may be unable to
jdentify the primary source of sex education; second, their sources of sex

knowledge may not appreciably influence indicated desires for children.

9. Interpretation

Results in this study regarding sex and desire for children agree with
the results of most other investigations of colleze groupas. Colleze women
tend to indicate desire for larger families than do college men .4 Age is
not statistically significant as a factor assocoiated with desire for chil-
dren in this study. The generel tendency for indicated desire for children
to increaese directly with inoreasing age would agree with Bell's conolusion.5
Military experience apparently is not related to desire for children, or at
least, the effects of this experience are apparently nullified shortly after
return to oivilian life and college aenviroment.

Cathollc students, as Bell found, show tendencies toward expressing

deaires for larger families than protestant students.S Contingency

4 See Christensen's findings, supra, p. 12; Schmid, et al, supra, p. ll.
5 Supra, p. 8.

6 Supra, p. %.
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coefficients of .148 and .2¢2 for ren and women, respectively, are relatively
low and possibly reflect the influence of the large numbers of protestants
in this study. This tendency is more marked among Catholic women than amcng
men of this faith. This suggests, in agreement with other studies,’ that
women are more amenable to organized religion than men.

Associations between indicated desire for ohildren and church membership
arg not found to be statistiocally significant. This may ocast doubt ug on
the stated assumption that church membershlp signifies great regard for
religion, Then, the relationships found may suggest that religion is less
significantly asscciated with perscnal attitudes than is ocommonly held.
Conversely, the slightly fewer children desired by students having no reli-
gious preference in this study and in the previously reviewed University of
Washington research, suggest a posslble relationship between indicated desire
for children and religion similar toc that found between fertility and religion.8

Indicated desires for ohlldren expressed by married students are not
significantly different from those expressed by single students. This study.
does suggest, however, that marriage has s conditioning effest reducing sex
differentials in indicated desire for children. Logiocally, this tendency
might result from marital adjustment requiring husbands and wives to adopt
more nearly mutual attitudes.

Students in thls study have been taught what they know ahout sex by

their parents more than had those studied by Bell.® Parents and families

7 yoMillan, op. eit., p. 212.

8 See review of Schmid and Engel's findings on no preference studantis,
suprg, p. ll; with reference to fertility and religion, ses, whelpton and
Kiser, op. cit., 21:3 (July, 1543), 226. Their research revesled Catholics
had the highest fertility rates, followed in order by protestants, no
religion groups, mixed Catholic-protestant, and Jewish.

e Supra, p. 9.
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are named by 33 per cent of the men and 4% per cent of the women as thelr
primary souroce of sex education. In Bell's research 17 per oent of the boys
and 45 per cent of the girls had recelved their knowledre in their homes.
yuestlons arise as to the adequacy of sex education indexes used in
these studles, Neither measures the amount of sex instruction youths have
recelved. Few students apparently have received sufficient instruotion from
any source to modify their desire for children systematically. The statis-
tically insignificant relationship betwseen primary asource of sex education
and students' desire for children may be due to fallure on the part of these
informants to recognize, separate, and classify the sources of their sex

education distinectly.



CHAPTER V EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS AND INDICATED
DESTRE FOR CHILDREN

1. Introduction

Students in the same colleye undoubtedly experience during their
attendance a somewhat similar socisl situation. There must be considered,
however, possible differences developing from varied length of ocollege
exposure and from selection of specific mejor academioc fields of concen-
tration. Both may influence personal objectives materially. Specifically,
these two factors only--aocasdemioc olass and school of enrollment-—are used
in this study to consider whether or not they are distinetively associated
with desire of students for children. A review of present findings may

provide some illumination on the effects of these given conditions.

2, Academic Class

Analysis of date arranged by class affiliation permits evaluation of
the assoolation between time spent in college and indicated desire for
children. Averages oomputed for each class by sex, as shown in Table 16,
suggests that desire for children increases with academic class standing.
Exceptions are noted for freshmen males and senior females. iWhen freshmen
and sophomore classes are combined, mgintaining sex divisions, male students
desire an average of 2,78 children; female students, an average of 3,26
ochildren. Similar combinations of junior and senior male students obtains
a mean indicated desire of 2.92 children; females, a mean of 2,38 children.

Chl-square tests of these differences between grouped acedemic classes
of males discloses a P value of .04, acceptable as significant. Differences

between grouped academic clagses of females reveals a P value of .45,
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oonsidered not significant, Contingenoy coefficients of .731 for males and
773 for females suggest a Ligh degree of asgsociation between academic class
status and desire for children in these sex groups. The P values glven above,
temper conclusions implled by these data. Academic class status and males'
desire for children are highly associated. Omitting freshmen, the averages

of academic classes of males in indicated desire for children inorease
directly with academic status. These data imply a similar association for
females., Statistical tests indicate, however, that this rselationship for
females may be due to chance.

Table 16. -~ The Relation of Academic Class Level to Mean Indicated Number
of Children Desired, by Sex.

Academio ¥ean Number of Children Desired by

Class ¥ales Females

Level Tumber Average Number Average
Freshmen 104 2.83 14 3 .07
Sophomore 78 2.73 54 3431
Junior 86 2.81 43 3.56
Senior 76 5 .08 25 3,08

3. Academic School

Male students registered in tite School of Education, who are included in
this study, desire an average number of children larger than that indicated by
men in other achools. Engineering males desire an average smaller than those
in other schools. The descending order of average number of children desired
by men, by schools, is as follows: BEducation, Arts and Sciences, Commerce,
Agriculture and Engineering. Female students in the School of Arts and Sciences
indiocate greater desire for children than those in other schools. Women in
Eome Economics desire fewer children than those in other schools. The descend-

ing order of average number of children desired by women, by schools, is:
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Arts and Soiences, Education, Comnerce and Home Economics.l These findings
are reviewed in Table 17. Commerce students rank third in each sex group.
Students of both sexes enrolled in Education and Arts and Sciences express
the highest desire for chilldren; students in Agriculture indicate the smallest
desire. Chi-square tests of differences between all schools results in F
values of ,053 for males, .47 for females. Neither satisfies confidence
levels assumed in this study. The P value for males is quite close and may
indicete appreciable associetion. Average differences in indicated desires
for children expressed by students from different schools are not great, the
range being .46 for men and .64 for women. This indicates academic school
is not associated to a degree statistically significant with desire for

children.

Table 17. - The Relation of Major Academic Schools to Indicasted Xean Number
of Children Desired, by Sex.

Vajor ¥ean Number of Children Desired

Academio Vales Females

School Number Average ¥umber Average
Agriculture 102 2.76 *x
Arts end Sciences 87 2.96 59 .74
Education 19 3.16 18 3.33
Commeroce 95 2.91 37 3.19
Engineering 61 2,70 *k
Home Economics * 20 T.I0

e ————

* Home Economics has extremely few male students.
** Agrioculture and Engineering Sohools rerely have female students.

1 Students from the schools of Home Economics and Engineering, inoluded
in this study, are not representative of their respective acsdemic schools.
Mean values shown are of course pertinent to atudents from these schools
drawn into this study, not to the universes of academic concentration,
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4, Interpretation

Academic class status ia highly associated with students'! asserted
desire for children. This relationship is statistically significant for
males, not for females. Explanation for the latter mey be due to 1lnadequate
sampling sinece the mejority of women participating in this study were either
sophomores or juniors. Neither age nor veteran status revealed significant

correlations with male students! desires for children.2

The significant
relationship between academic status of men and indicated desire for chil-
dren may result from the longer time spent in the collere environment.

If e direct relationship exists between an expressed desire for children
and parenthood, appearances suggest that some factors related to low fertility
among eduoated Americans are being sharply affected by this collere environ-
ment. An association of the .773 level obtained in this study, where a
relliability measure indicates that in only four out of 100 cases might this
associatlion be due to chance, cannot be ignored.

Failure in this study to find significant differences in desire for
children expressed by students enrolled in different schools tends to sub-
stantiate the contention that the gqneral college exposure may be conducive
to interest in larger families. 8Since the probablility value indicated for
males is close to an ecceptahle confidence level, thia is not conclusive.

Students of the School of Agriculture indicate desire for fewer children
than do those in other schools. Freceding analysis of the associstion between

home residence community and indicated desire for children revealed

2 This was discussed in Chapter IV. See supra, pp. 32-33.



that rural=-farm students desired fewer children than rural non-farm.3 Rural-
farm males, particularly, indicated desire for fewer children than any other
residence group. These tendencies suggest that desired fertility in this
particular group deserves further detailed study. Whether or not significant
differences in psycho-social behavior between rural and urban Cklahoma popu-
lations of younger ages actually exist has been raised in research by Robert L.
Fisher . Studying personality traits of rural and urban high school students,
he concluded that no differences in the influence of these Oklahoma community
types were evident. e thought this due to the fact that these units do not

represent typlcal primary and secondary experience groups.

5 See, supra, p.l8, where it was shown that rural farm students of each
sex indicated smaller average numbers of children desired than rural non-farm
students.

4 pobert L. Fisher, An Analysis 2£ the Influence of Rural and Urban
Communities on Selected Fersonality Traits, Stillwater, Oklahoma:
Agricultural and Mechanical College Library, 1942, p. 64.




CHAPTER VI SIMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The pﬁrpose of thls study has been to determine whether or not
statistically significant relationships between indicated number of ohil-
dren desired and selected social differentials are present in a test group
of Oklahoma Agrioulturai and Mechanical College students. 7The test group
chosen, not a thoroughly representative sample, was selected to conform as
much as posgible to known characteristics in the parent universe or student
body of this college.

The hypothesis upon which thla experimental study has been based is that
given social charaoteristios are uniformly associated with opinions regarding
number of children desired. In approaching this hypothesis the assumption
was made that desire for children is motlvated, in major degree, by famlily
instrustion 5r informal learning, by personal characteristics or objectives
related to status interests, or by values derived from formal education.

A review of research related to this proﬁlem revealed that college
students, excepting Mormon students, expressed desires for approximately
three children as an average number; that youth indicated desire for
smaller families than those in which they were reared (a direct relation-
ship, however, between size of parental home and the number of children
expressed as desirable was noted); that women tended to indicate desire for
larger families than men; that marriage had little eff~ct on indicated desire
for ehildren; that religious allegiance (though evidence was not uniform)
might be associated with greater indicated desire for children; that ape and
parental inoome were related in a slight positive manner with expressed
desires of youth for children; that the size of community in which youth |

live was insignificantly related, except possibly in differences between
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rural and urban residents, to indicated desire for children; and that modern
parents might be providing sex education for their children more typically
than did parents of earlier generations.

An originel schedule wes prepared, pre-tested, and administered to 500
students.‘ Schedules obtained were edited for completeness and acouracy ‘of
informatione. An approximate five per cent sample of the total student body
was selected from these returns. Statisticel analvsis was made of the depree
of association between the number of children which students indicated as
degirable and items relative to three areas of social characteristics:

(1) family background, (2) personal attributes, and (3) educational experience.

In terms of the reliability measure adopted, the following social
characteristics have been found to be associated in the manner inéicated with
exprasged desire for children:

(1) Educational level achieved by mothers has been found to be inversely
associated with their sons' expressed desire for children.

(2) Size of parental femily has been revealed to be diractly associated
with males' expressed desire for children.

(3) Ordinal position has beer indicated to be directly related with
expressed desire for children among men reared in homes having three or more
giblings.

(4) It has bean noted that indicated desire of male students tends to
increase directly with inoreasing size of their fathers! parentel families,
while that of female students is inversely associated with size of treir
fathers! parental families.

(5) Desire for children of both men and women students has been
indicatpd as being directly associated with size of their mothers' parental
family ¢

(6) It has been disclosed that females tend to desire larrer families
than do males.

-~

(7) Catholic students.of either sex have indicated desire for larger
numbers of children than have protestant students.

(8) It has appesared in this group that academic class status and mens!'
desire for children are directly associated. '

¢
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Other associational tendencies have been noted but statistical evidenoce
is inconclusive. Relationships found suggest that this may be due to sample
inadequacy or methodologicael limitations. These points which invite further
study are as follows:

(1) Desire for children expressed by men has tended to increase with
urban residence; expressed desire of women has revealed an inverse association.

(2) Eduoational level achieved by fathers has appsered to be inversely
assooiated with expressed desire for ohildren by their sons, directly associ-
ated with their daughters' expressed desire.

(3) Educational level achieved by mothers and daughters' expressed
desire for children have appeared to be directly assoclated.

(4) size of parental family has been indicated as directly associated
with females' desire for children. ""

(5) Ordinal position and desire for ohildren expressed by men and
women from families having less than three siblings have been indicated as
directly associated. Crdinal position and desire for children expressed by
women from families having thres or more children have also been indicated
aes being directly related.

(6) Age has apparently been direotly associated with desire for children
by both men and women students. (This 1Is apnrlioable particularly to men
students between 20 and 25 and women between 18 and 23 years of age.)

(7) Marriage has appeared as a factor associated with reduction in
gex differentials in indicated desire for children.

(8) Aocsdemic class status has appeared to be directly associated with
females! desire for children.

Some social factors have been found to be not statistically associated
with studenta' desire for children. Perhaps variables chosen did not provide
suffloient disorimination. These are as followsa:

(1) Fathers®' ococupational class has been found not to be associated with
desire of students for children.

(2) Veteran status has been found not to be agsociated with male students’
degire for children.

(3) Church membership has been found not to be associated with students®
desire for children.

(4) YNerital status has been found not to be associated with students!
desire for children when the sex of the informants is held constant.
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An additional obligation of this study is to review the utility of the
methodological procedures which have been emploved. The following points
appsar to be plausible as suggestions for future research in evaluation of
association between indiceated desire for children and social differentials:

(1) 1In addition to criteria, herein employed, it is suggested that more
sufficient sampling of length of residence in home community, size of parental
femily, suffioiently distributed educational aschievement of both mothers and
fathers, age, marital status, religious preference, and academio school of
enrollment be attempted.

(2) More discriminate measures of scononio status of parents, religion,
vooational interests, and primary source of sex education and the use of an
evaluation technique for determining acouracy and completeness of sex knowledge
obtained might yield valuable information.

(3) Evidence of kurtosis within frequency distributions of some variables
used indicates need for statistical measures applicable to data which are not
uniform. Lack of famlliarity with these techniques prevents present sugrestion
of detalled application in this regard.

(4) It might be that a sample larger than that employed in this study
might prove more satisfactory for analysis of internal variations.

The evidence obtained supports the contention that the hypothesis of this
study is in part valid. Had it been possible when the study was planned to
foresee some of the relationships now evident, it would have been a critical
advancement if the controlling phrase "uniformaly associated™ had been more
carefully examined. It now eppears that advancement in this area of investi-
gation must consider the possibility of orderly but not necessarily linear

associations.
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Opinion Survey

School Class Veteran: Yes No Age Sex
Religious faith: ‘ember: Yes No Marital Stetus: S5 1 D W Sep
(circle one)
Size of home community: Farm Place of less than 2500 pop.
2500 to 5000 pop. 5000 to 10000 pop. 10000 to 50000 pop.

50000 to 100000 pop. 100000 to 999000 pop. 1 million or more

Bighest grade ocompleted by father Bighest grade completed by mother

Number of children born to your mother Order of your birth 1 23 4 56 7 8
(circle one)

Number of children in your father's family Your mother's

Oocupation of your father: (Be specific) Industry

From what sources have you received the major portion of your knowledge of sex?
List in order of importance. (Source contributing most knowledge list as 1:
second, 2: etc.)

Parents Schools (F. & gr.) Military tr'ng

Prothers Teachers (H. % gr.) Col. Classes

Sigters Family Fhysician Yarriage

Close Relatives Pulp Magazines Bxtra-marital expre.

Dates Books Other, (specify)

Playmates (Grade) Medical pubs. Playmates
(pre=-school)

H. S« Companions Yovies

How many children do you desire to have in your family? 01234567869
(circle one)
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Interviewing Instructions

Acouracy and reliability of this survey depends, amcng other things,
upon your ability to obtain accurate and complete answers for all guestions.
Following suggestions are made to aid you in this regard:

l. Gain students confidence, explain purpose of survey, assure informant
his views will remain anonymous and insist that he give careful consideration
to each item before answering.

2. Bxplain carefully each item before the student marks ris answer.

3. Following items need particular explanation and should be interpreted
thus:

Religious faith--denomination or sect.

Church member--considered on basis of how your church determines
membership.

Size of home community--size of community in which you live when not
attend ing school.

Number of children born to your mother=--count only live births. fxclude
children who died before reaching six.

Number of children in your father's parental family--number of brothers
end sisters, inecluding your father, born alive tc your paternal grandmother.

Number of children in your mother's parental family--as above.

Occupation of your father--what your father actually does for a living.
If deceased, give ococupation engaged in most of his life.

Source of sex knowledge--direct students' thinking in these terms:
knowledge of sex I have obtained largely came from what sources? Check items
on right hand side of columns. Then have student determine the order of
significance of these checked items.

Fow many children do you desire to have in your family?--It is
recognized that control of births is not always possible. Assuming this
possibility, however, how many children do you desire when you marry?
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