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The objectives outlined £or possible at tainm.ent , when this study was 

initiated, were thoee to be .found in an e.nalysis oi' the ve.ri ons Allleriean 

automobile· marketing situati ons dur-iDg the po~ peri od Wlich, roughJ,y, 

had its inceptive, with t he ~.nd of host ilities after Woild War I I. Super• 

fiei ally certain of thane re.sul t a appeared t o be indicated in such i:tEmS as 

the immediate production 1n motor cars and theil?- sales. However, f or tha 

l',lll'1JOS9S at hBJ:Kl , .it was felt :oeeesaaey that this i.n'V98tigation penetrate 

beneat h tho mo:re apparent effects 0£ t he post-war period on the marketing 

Qt auton.obilee, in an effort to more concretely de£ine these effects ia texma 

0£ t he ecmponents of the ll'.arket. By Eml1nining each of these major facto.rs, 

in t\ll"n, it was hoped to discover vhanin the., had experienced alteration 

since the a.Id of Wcn-ld War II, and to~, if pos:s:ibl:e• which of tbeae 

.changea might be, f'airl.7 ascribable to the, .CQI.di Um>.s of the pos.~ period, 

which might be wholl;y' bldependent· of it, aD<l in what iJlst.annes the post,.var 

period may htlff, aerNd to coati?me-,, and 1D scmie casee to ani:fJasiM, tnmds 

ttu1'tc had 'their begjnn.tnp long prior to 191.6. 

A fw enmples at vhat 1s meant by this ·~ of the investigation 

~ the general to the specifi.c may SC"'V9 .f'Urther to illl1m1Date t.he path 

that .~ out at t he onset of this study,. It bas been. f'a1rly obdous 

,tor sane time that the pr:oduotion 811d Nle of motor vehicles imreased after 

1946. Newspaper end perl-Odi.oal eowneut haft dwelt an the mbject to a great­

er or lesMl" extent., with the result that t he general tact of the inerease 

has becane more or l.esa common lalow:l:edg,e,. BehiD:l this ·~ phenmnenon, 

however, were a m.mtber or othere, .. 8!0l'lletmat more speeif'ic1 which 1t was the 



pui'.'pose of t.liis investigation to uncover., Among t_.ese questions were: fflie.t 

malms of cars enjoyed the greatest relative increases1 Row had tJ1e ehsllge 

in eales affected the relative stand.:ng of vllXious meJ.rns? Were arIJ' new 

trends ~erging in boc'fT styles? l~ t had been e effect of the srues in­

creases on manuf'aeturers and dealers? The fa.ct that eonst..1:!i}ers were 'btly1ng· 

tuore cur.a was eonnon knowledge.,. bl.it the question of vl:a.t types of cars thq 

wP..re baying w .s stil1 uno.ns'4ered. Accord±ng:ly it 1:10,s. p2onned to . inquire• 

as far as av ,Uable data w11ld pat""'...dt, into the ~tomobile..qJ,Sing activlties 

of consumf!r's and 1 ow -eonsurne:rs reacted to the m~ ~~ imposed upon thElll 

in the use of their sut.anob:tles., 

It ,s f'elt that tis inquiry should prop ;rly concern itself with t.m,y 

c angos in the product that might be particul.arly not.ieeable during the period 

under observation. Interest vas elso directed toward a l:brd.tecl study of the 

pric5..ng methods of the industry. No one \Jho rend the newspapers could be 

't.l11El.were or t 1e pr ice inereasc:?s that took place from time to time as the post­

war period progres:s:ed., but w'hat ue.nu.fact urers hcd indulged most frequently 

in t his activity~ and to w ·at ext.en:t., wer© matters roquiring further inves­

tigation• 

'i'he used eer s.ituntion during the pos~n:r period was of outstsmUng 

import,ance,. T:ttls study is intended to ans1rer:- such questions on the used ear 

situation 2.st Who bought used ci!ll"s during the post-.;re.r period? Did the 

amount ,of eduoa;tion, ~rltlngs,, and age have beanDg on the situation? 

There are other fields, each more or leos 1Ddepemeut, ba.t 'Which are 

fflltticient.ly close to the antomoblle itdustry to warrant en tntere~t in · 

their eff'ect upon automotive s&les. These fields are taation,- £Ind. govern,,,. 

meat contro1s • especiaJ.l.y upon cred!l't. 



These then are them.ore outsta.n<Hng ·obj,eetivw that vere choseil £er in­

'V88tigation at the wtset of this study. Their canplete or p$rl1a.1 att.a:i.n­

ment "10Uld result. in a .rel.atively canplete pictur•._of t he marketing of 

autanebile& during a ~iod of economic disturbance, Yith t he possibility 

of UDC.overing ·some significant cause and e.f:feet situations that might pass 

and st.atistical, with the possibility a.ppem-ing that t~e results of some:or 

the investigations will lend themselves to critice.1= .malysis. 

The· m.emJS to be utilized in t.m effort to bring about atta.irlment of 

these obj,oot ive.e will bo briefly de.scribed. For the pm-pose of this stud;y 

t he period from January, 1946, tl'..vat.~.gh Dec-01nber 31, 1950:t is to be consider ed 

a.s the pos~ar period. . This is not to say t ha t the post-..:ar period YO.S or 

was not 1111JieriaJ.l1 c.hru:1ged t h,er:eafter~ wt is purely QU nrbitrary division 

made necessary by the ~es' of the undertaking. ilso it 1a~ deeided., 

in the mo.in, to limit the study t.<> the passenger-car market,. wit', certain 

,e:meptio.ns t.h.at will be cl-aar.J,y indicated. The r~ons £01· t his decision 

were several and included the relative scarcity ·Of tiruek and CQ1'Jl'll81"Cial car 

data, as' ~«I wi tb that pertai,n:ing to passenger oars; also, the flmda-

frCE passenger ,cars, appealing to di£f'erent clmmes of oonsuners .• to dif­

ferent eonsumar attitudes, and c1)"e u.sua.ll,y sold through d1£fG.l"8llt· retail 

outlets~ creating there.by their O\IB marketing problEmS which are su-f£ie1eatl,1' 
( 

different from those or the pass~ market. to pl'Qlpt the decisi011 to 

:~'lJde truelm and eoimn~isl ears t'ram this study, v.i th the exceptiODS DOW. 



xi 

The paseenger car marketing scene was M'fided into ~ta. ~ ~ .. 

t1FNlT., ~-. ~. eanaumers and priee. Each ot these tact.on. was 

a•haed to mte the ehaZ'i8ea that bed taken place· dUring the period. s:a. qUe.,.. 

t1on, •am ~C' a• poes~'ble, to aaa.l.yse the .Jfl .... as·ao.1oaea \11th a 

•• t.ovd 4~ wldch, it a,,. appeared to be al.teed as a resilt 

·or ~el ~ ot the pea~ p$ried,. !he allted ahjeeta ot 

tmt1oa and ~ eont.Jl'ola, vi1l also be __,_,, 1n those pb.., d 

·~ t1eld8 vbi:ch ·~ to bee· on the autanobil~ .~ B7 

these ~ a etto.rt will be 1D84e to attain.~ · obj.ec!t!.wa ~ 1n 

·t.be ftl'at ot W.e Sn.trodactlon.,, 



·CBmER I 

OER!illf BP!'mr& OF 'TBE POSr-¥1R PERIOD, 1946-J,9SO, 
mr 'ftJl1.GS OF TB PAS.1EIGIR ca 

A. ~ - Changes ·izl lt.elatiw Sal• StmxU ~ b-1' Major PJ:odt.w!.ng 

ftne: am bxlividDal SabntU.ar!aa. 

In ...,m.ng the tm+IWCldl• marketing ecane 1D terms ,GE ita ca.asponent. 

~.. attent.lon ia .ftnt gtwn. t.o the ~, 1lbo, c:.'Al'1gim.te· the dis­

tribution prooeea. 

fable I JDMt. ll8V ·passenger .o,ar daaut.10 aa:t.e• (.a,s ll8UOl'e4 by reg:la­

trattona} bf' makes atd by ·~ ~ groupa in the bdwrtr.r, to­

ge-that- Id.th the .~ ot tot.al. alee eeoured lJT each .during the ,sere 

1~,o tnoluatw. Thia tab1.e don not. 1:mlua a pre...war year u a ~~ 

because the laiae~ Cerporat,1on antar.ecl the puetmger oar field ahortq 

after World v.,,. n.. Thia ~ bu pJ--4 ·f.hre6 nakes. or ~ 
oara on ·tt.. l.lllft9t Vi.th the total al• !n 1950 ot m.oss oaiw.. ·~ both 

1Q47' Mil 1~, the ·~~ out.ran'ka4 80Dh old utabllatbact 

o,,,rmpu,Sea u St11dal:Mtlcer, ~ Buaoa,, and lfMbJ. tberef'ore,- a ·~ 

~ ftp.r911 tor onq tboll8 ~ who were in the n.a1d 1n ~ 

1940 wr:mld be or Nla~ little w in· a atudJ' ot the poot. llllJ' pa:to4 at 

The acapaDl• ldd.ch regisf.elled paroentag9 .gatJJa tn tbe. total. a.ale or 

oan during the ~ 19'0 u ~ to 1946 waret OemnJ~ Moton,. which 

had 8,11 ~ 0~ ~.I» piti' Cl8nt,, the h!gheat iJl4reue of the 1m.uatr.f 

(.Chnrolet. vaa retlpODld.ble .tor 4.29 per --.it. o£ th18 7.f:JJ per cent gain, 

or ~ ~)J J'Ol'd Motor .Cc:aap,q- ,.. nut w1tJi • · Z.O, per c,ent, 



increase J laise~ Corporation shoved a 1.48 per- ce:nt increase• vhlc:h 

we:s ~ · the result of the 1ntroduot1on o£ the lJenrJ' I hi l.950.,, studs­

~ and ~, h.tlepament f'ina,, .ahowea alight inereasea of 1.04 per 

eent and .4 pei- oent respect1vel7·. 

or those fin.le whiDh abowd percentage 1 ..... m.ention flhould be 1ISBde 

or the tollov1ng1 ·~er Co.rp:,raUon, which led the field in lone.a with 

a 8.14 per cent decrease (Ply,mouth a,D4, !lodge wre elJnpst equaJ:q attected 

in th1a: deoiliII$) ; ~ lilbich inclndad CtooaJsr • .So per ·cent de,. 

41"88881 Hudson• a l.,.87 ~ cent decrease-, ll~, 1.,1 pa:- .ceat 4eereaa&; 

Packard• a .J35 ~r cent decrease. The total loss ·oE -the im1ependenta ,ru, 

l. 76 per ·cmlt; bei~ les.a in overall. than is suggetrted by the deel:1ile11 3\lat 

recorded, due to the gains registered by .Studsl.:Jalcff and. 'W1Jl1a •. 

The Nader should bear tha .fact in. mind that the ~ ~ 

are the 19:50 perce~. ot the total domestic ,sales ~ with the 1946 

pereentagee of the domestic aalea. If' abfJOlute units aold \J8N taken 1D: 

place or the percentages or total oale:a tar .eaeh -yee:r,, a ~ .a,.tt~ 

¢,ct'UN vould be 'brought into dew. The ~ Corporation as Slown ·abate 

eutrered a relatiw loss .in stauHng in the ~ lmwrtlT in 1950 u 

~ to 1946,: 11hloh 00\114 ban~- the .NSUl.t of pttitlg ott to u 

ear'll_, :reGQIU«relon than General ~, tbwt ,~ higher 1946 pro­

dlmtt,on. It 'the base. was • relat1~ h1gh 011B• the rate- or .. pin 'WOUld be 

dlf'fieult te susta.tn. Attent.i.o.n is duected, tb&Nton1 t.o t11e tact that. 

Chi7sler ~t-1® sales .increased trca 467 •240 untta h 1946 t& 

l,J.U,'94 um.ta in 1950. The present purpose is not to cona:Wer ebaelute 

--- 1n units soM;11. but only to U1)rCNIS the relat1"8 tltatMUQg ot eaoh 

~ vitJlia the automobile ~. 



3 

1 r,r; 1 19/& 19£{> 
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poration whose aale• totaled 45.38 per cent of all passenge-r ,cars aold. The 

Ford M0tor Ccep&l\V' vu 1n second place v!tb 24.00 per cent 0£ ell penenger, 

cars, sold.,; Chry$ler Corporation \rJ&S th!rd vitb ,a total of 1%.Y.l per· emit. 

All the 1ndepeatent&, which are llated ln Chat-t I, stood fourth v!th J2.:7S 

per cent.. The total ot rore1gn makea aold 1n the, United Stawa 1n 1950 

amounted to onq .:ti per cent o£ all passenger cm-a aold. 

The per~, discuaeed heretof'or<1 do mit inclltde oompariaona of' th& 

.,ears 1.947, 1948; and 1949 •. The ditterent compmdas shoved increases .and 

decre,asu at, ,za:tioua times over the five year period which the reader can 

pursue. at Tdll· 1n Table I. Only Chryaler Corpora.ti.on showed a lair~ con,.. 

aiatant decrease 1a the per cent o£ total salee in the auteanobile ~ .. 

General Motors allowed tbEl moat ~iatent gain siDce cm1y in 194.8 ,did tbeJ' 

drop b&J.ow their previous year•a stalld.i.ng. 'One or the moat .~ gains 

reg:lst.ered was that ot the Pord l{otor ~ in 1950 u OCllllpai"!Sd. to 1949,. 

Further stud;1"· discloses that .not all of the t.utomob1les of' the, larger 

groiipa contributed to their i ncreases (or 1n some eaes .• decreases) in the 

pe~tage stanc;ll ng. LincoJ.n 0£ the F<n'd Motor C~ sho9ed a decrrease 

or ,.OS per eent 1n l.950 as compared to 1946. In 1948. t.:tnoolna aooounted 

~or i)l par cent of' all pa-saenger cars sol~ th~1 deel"eased to .,54 per cent 

in 1950,. C11dillae er Genenl Mot.era sustained .a. aecreue. or .-09 per ceut 

b'om 1948 to 1950. All make& ot the ~ Corporation f!ll:low8d a ~. 

Dc,dge and ~th were the most out.standing of the ~r Corpot'ation 

with a decrease of ). ?2 per cent and. 3.03 per oent :eapeetiftq.., 

Fore1grl ma1r.ea are not, d:1~ ~ dat.a wre not. pallable !n. 

the ,years 1946 and 1947.2 In the ,ears 1949 axd 1950 • .torelp lllde 



Chrysler 

Ford 

General Motors 

19'0 

17,.(;/J 

24~00 

45~38 

14,/79 

TABIB II 

194., 1948 

21.40 21.45 

21.31 lS •. 82 

42.89 41),.63 

15.'3 23.,86. 

5 

19t:1 1946 

21.tn 2';.,74 

21,.09 ~.<n ' 

c~aiJ .YT:.78 

18.6J. 14.$0 

Tbeae · data are presented g:r14phicall7 1n Figure t to tQ4illtate 

comparison.. ·S. -~ at bOttom ot. !able I vhich appl.i~ here .• 

ftGllBE I . 

Per Oen~ of Puaenger ~e Sal.ea 
by I4tl4!11g Mumta~ Group# 

Paz- 1. •.• ~ .. . 
C .B....,.J'or,4 

c ..... 1enara1 Motors . 
SO 1 .. ,..m ,other-a 

----i ·C 

--- - ----- -- ---

20 

-, 
191.6 1947 

__ ....,_. ___ _ 
1~ 

--- B 

A 
.____,_ __ _,1 .1J 

t 
1950 
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automobiles were deoreu1ng 1n importanee .mt oompared to the ah8Slg8, in indna­

try .output.. The decrease from 1948 to 1950 wa .19 per cent. ·They were .46 

per cent of total sales in 1948 and only ~Zl per .cent 1n J.9,0. The mmibe-r ot 

foreign care. sold remained. &!moat comtant 1n the J88t'8 1948. 1949" and 19,0 • 

.. Table II is preaet,ea to show the ealea prosm- ot tbe three leacMmg 

manufacturing (P"OQP8 la the ~ oai-· ne1~ and to po1nt out wb!ah pro­

ducers .have been least su.eceasful in the ·CGlllp8tltiw st.ruggle. 

The group "all ~,. m,a4e an 1~ il'l ''1948 at ·the ·ape,aa& ~ the 

t.hree large OOY1td nationa. tlt theae oomtd na.tibi.~ General Moton bu ool'Jld.a­

tentlT ma1rrta.tned the 1ead ill aa1ee. fl1e ~ in 1949. ,ot the General 

Motors. and Ford Motor ~ over "all otbera,. vas p,ob&b11' brought about 

by the ll9W ~ daaigDB ~ 1J1 that JUr• 0ertain pbaaea ·Of these 

B. Cbat>ges 1n !lamber of ~ aml DlatributoN 

In JtU1S:J1AI7, of 1946 the ~ve service !Ml1S't17 tw paS't,enger car 

distrilmtion included 6,612 tdiol&sal.era and 301 ?r,:J dNlers.. The !Diustey-

has maintained a ~ 1ncreaSe in at•e and 1mporta.nce which ba1J 1nstJred 

tba.t 1 t v1ll eont1me to bold -a most !mporte.nt place in the mtional. eoonom.,. 

to J'amJa1") l.950 the 'Wholesalers had increased 1.,9S5 bl number to a_5f.O. 
Thia vu ~ a 30 per .cent; increase in a period ot' tour ,ears. 

During the post-war period 12;.110 new passenger ear dealen, ve-i,,, fra.n-. 

chised for a new total .or 43-C119 by drumar:, 1950. The ~ increase f-o, 

the tour year period ·vu .3.092. 5 per ,ear:. Oc>ns1der!ng that there were 01117 

30.m dealers in Jmmery. 1946., 8UCh an increase im1Bate$ ~ial 

growth £or the 1mistr.y. Xai~ •• wich entered the oar inclustry in 

1946• helped to enlarge the number of dealers by a eonrdderable mmber,_ 

;.ttbougb ~ ~ theu' dealerlddpe 1n 1949 .. 
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laisar-b8£E¢ at ome time had more tbaJl 4,200 dealel'Sc. although, bl 

1949. the dealer arpn:lse.Uon 1Dldenieat a thorough shalce-up end ~ -
' . 

. mg ·procees,. After' t.ha stNngtbezrl.ng process Vil& cmpl.eted, .lais~-

had o.nl7 2,'00 deal_. am distribator'II,. Thia ~ eat baok 1D denl.el'a 

vu ~ -b7:o!adl't about bT the Jll8IV" f'nmehisea which were let in the _..~ 

dqa ot .ftmlaUon o-t the ocn;pa11r,.- m. bJtenetlDg stat.net 1n ,eonnaction 

ldth -th!e out back 18 that w.~. ·took· a 1DN of aver 30 ndll.ie. d0l-

1ars in 1949~ althau.gh UlSJ' are now lookiDg ahead vttti coJ1Siderable optmim 

apecting t.heb· new am much more CQl!lplete line ot cars . to pat them beck as 

a at:rcmg oontender in t.he autemob!lAI ms1neas.4 A large part o£ the loss 

vu acCOtU1'ted ft1r bf the tooling cost rcr the thne lines of eas which 

Kai~ ottered to the publlo 11119SO., 

T.A.BLE III 

The •bJ:ec,t ot ~ nlat.iena bu be8ll one or ~ m­

pcrt.allee dmi.Dg the post-var' period. !he iaareased t.Dll\Jer or fl'tmahtaes and_ 

the en1.aJ'ged mtber of ••• IJDld 4tlring· 19.46 - 19501: 1ilhe :aonpletl vith tbe 

4sww. • . w.•,, 0ctow 1, 1949, p.. 52. 

SA~. ~-• lfaJ'ch 1.4, 1950, p., 18. 
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Though 19,0 vas the first a1x m.Uli011 paasenger car year &Xpe'l'ienoed by 

the ~. !.t ~ live as a mileetone in ,automotive. histor.Y for a NUQn;, 

o£ even broader .and more ia.at1Dg aiga:U'J.48Jl08 to dealers and .matmtactllrera. 

The post-war per:tod ~ked. the· mo&t sol.id progreBs yet tva.de :in bringing 

~r a. so1utioa., or at least a llllleh ~ undentanding:t of sOliJO of the 

tborm..est problems that have long disturbed the taetory~a1er rel&tiona. 

!'aator:y dealer ootmeils,, or ,conte.renc,es• were f"o~ in 1950 within ·tell 

or th.a f'1f'teen dealer organizations that retail standard.-aized maJr..ea ot care. 

Four ef the ten f"J.rm8 \mi.eh began mxch councils choae the electiwe type ~ . 

membership vaa. the, result or dealer el.sot.ion.. Ch8V1"0Iet.t FQl"d• Uncoln,. 
,, 

Mercmry and PacY.arct have selected thia method,. It ·11as not been decided pre-

cisely how the membership 1n the rema, m .ng Gix c:ouno:!.1.s will be determ:!Ded .. 

As a result of' adoptioo o.t: such a aonterenee teeh?Jique· or dec1d1Dg meJor 

problems; dealers were provided with ll'JON 1nt1Jiate and lllOre intluential ehan­

nels of aoceaa to and contact with ·their factory hoadquarterB orgam.zat.ion 

at top polia.y-mald ng levels., 

~ though there waa a much broadened a.oeeptalloe on the part of the 

producer ot the coJlt8l'ellOe tab1e method ef resolving~ iasuea.., and 

more .~ bad been ,et up for the p'Ul"J)088,., it was a.ltogether probable 

that some of the touchiest topics ha'98 been pat aside by mutual oonsent until 

the return of more normal competitive eomit:Loma. 

P.r~ oDJ ~ the touchiest topi.cs bet.ween the t-actol.7 and dealer baa 

been that of provid.om of n-anclliaea~ The trencld.ae eet.abllshea the nlea 

with wt.doh the dealer must ~ · am 1D3der whiah he operates. tr the dealer 

etepped cut or line in the ·eyes~ of the oompa1V• he could loae his f!nmchiae 

and wind up with a large, investment 1n a building with nothing to sell. On 

the other hand, if: he rollo\Md all the rulea,, he ~d ~ anticipate 

operating with a cons:1derable emouat of profit., at least in the· ~ pet'!od. 
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The dealer oompla1ned that the factory direeted almat nery alngle 

phase of his operations,. The dealer contcmded thnt the factory to1d b1m 

bov much cash be had to haft. to go into businualt .ib6 kiDd ot build1Dg to 

put up• where to pat it., m.id enn \lb.at ldnd er~~ to use. ·OJice 

the deaJ.ep ...,. in bual--. the .t.actor,y tel.cl bill hcN llle.113" CSl.'!11 be should aell. 

Conaiderable oppoattlon lwt been. aperi.aaoed tree illJCh patenJal.1811. 

A ~ wa _. ill Ju.cy- bf tbe Bat1onal !utanob:J le Dealers' A.aaocia­

t1on. 1n \1b1.ch dealers wre asked to e.xpzess their• opim.o.m on ten major in.­

dustr;,y ,subj~ Jll'J.aar1q oeutered cowd deal.en re1Ationab1,l* :with tbeit' 

ireepectt'ftt i"aotm.ea. TbeJ:"G were 14,000 dea:len Vim expreaaed t.he!r opinlone 

1n W.. sttr·•&J• Past-president George F:. Z!eJIIIIII".. vho ,aas the 1950 Cba1r.maD 

of the latloml AutomobUe lealerat lallOCiation'• ~ llelatio1m QCD,,, 

m.ttee• aaid.s 

"Anmlere to the qoeart.1ones in tbe l!lUneJ' ·ffr1fy vldeepread 
,op.1rd@ t1111mg dealan that tbera ae Jl8I\Y atartlJ.ng .~ 
oa 14dch dealan and f'aetor198 mat oo-operata !D, f'tdng quick 
IIOlutiom.· iL. f.or the inned:h,te,. u •U u the ult!Jlate•, benetl't 
of botb,,av 

~ t.o the tan .1mportant qµ,e,tt1ona on 1i1bidl deal.era wre asked to 

e:q:>t'less 4:Jp1J:dona were. u tonows? 

~orne.ittra 
"Yee"· ' •tfo" 
1.686 ll.6 10,1:119 
a.661 25.2 7,9n 
2.284 1,.0 ,.1in 
.:l,&5) 31.o S,.'62 
6,425 5(),.0 6.423 

!S 
86.4 
74.·8 
81..0 
i:fl.,.o 
50.-0 

2. 1.bea ~ manufactuNI' 9blp ·yon mw '¥8hie-lu -wi.tbout spe«J.t1o Gl'der! 
13-474 2,,au 20.9 »c1660 ?1.1 
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• J." #-

3. Do 7011 fte1 that you: ere entitled to a ml'Ttl&l proti t on your investment 
1n ~ 811d: tnlvrportation ooat1 · 

l3:.51.9 ll~701 86.6 1,·818 13.4 

4. Do JOU feel that .JOU a.boul.<l 1nc11.- 1n your ~ftey- pr.lo.a tll8 ~ ..... 
bg .obarp -.de b.r yr:mr JDB?JUt~ 

. · · 13-,.632 12.,.,a 90.3 1.2'4 9.2 

,. An 10'1. reoetnng ·aw ~ -ml trucks tra your .tutor., in a oondit1-0n , 
llhi'Oh requlft• .JIIQl"e. 'than atandard ~ -o,pen.t.iou pr.tor to-dellnry'Z 

U,6JJ, · 3,,091 S9 . .4 5',5'2 . 40.6 

(a) If ~ .~ ·.u ye.a, does . ~ ·taetot"Y f'ully oanpenaai;e you tcir· . 
. an;, additional vork requ:i.n4? 

s.091 1,3s, 16.s 6•7'36 s,.z . 

6. la 10ur pres.at :unc\ling ad deliYe-17 ~ su:ra.01ent to properly ~ 
41.Uon wbiclq prJ.ott to Wlver,T . 

13,423. 1,452 55.5 ,;#m 44.5 

(a) It '7f')fir ·a.tllMlr' is no-, what 1• y.our present oharge.t What should it ._, 
The present obarge ·~ vu hall 115.oo to t,s.oo am1 the J9Cf.'lh 

mended ebt.rge averaged trca 12s.oo to '50.ro ~ s.m who Mplied •noJt 
to -ttda question. 

'1. Are 'YtRl u.t1af"!e4 lllth the ~ 7CJUr tactor.y handles your parts -elm.ma 
umerr w.mmttt 

a., 1ft 1Qll now l'IICei'Ul\11 an adequate comp,enaat10J2 ror· hbo'z- lm'olved 1n 
~ replaeementa? 

tt./W, ,,.102 ·39.4 7,865 00-.6 

9. Do yon ·tbillk Jattr taotorr abew.d -partie!pate finano!al.11' 1n a model. 
eleaa,.q,t (Model oleon,.q:, reten to el-. ~t old model.a ~ pre... 
~ U,tl'Odmtion 0£ nev eiW8 and often :resulta in leases. to deal.en..) 

J:a.,651 11,:257 89.o 1,394 n .. o 

10. Jioe: new cqa of' yaur rme being bootlegged in ~ ·area? 
12,6'8 5-,298 4½9 7 ,.340 58.1 

(a) tt: ~ la PYuf' what steps ia ·your f-aetory · taking to oor.reet 
tb:!a com11u.on1 · · -

or the. _ , 4-t349 *° __ replied to thia question. 3»666 ( 84.~) l"epl!ed "llone" 
and 683. (15 .. ~ -i :replied •Saaa•. . 

Quest1.oa ten, on b:ootlegguig~ ·ws ?Oted_ the most oatstand1ng ·problem 

.at the Bl\t1onal AutcimlOblla Deal~• Aasoo!.ation Conr-erenoe in J.9-49 ... 8 Thi& 
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~ vu ~ ..... .:i.. or .,,. - bf' ... not. ~ to 

Jranin• tha\. 1llllke of auto.bll-., -...117 ·at rri•• ~ ,m!er loc,al 

W!WNdpd-. 

flw -r ~ · ot ~ ~ _.,, 1a for a ~ to walk 

1J6o, a ~• ..,_._ ul otter to bV lO ~ MV .._at• Pf!• not 

bl, ,..,.. 1lbl,t the, .~ hbllelt pdd for ~ The deal•· .g.ld -to get .r.14 

or td.a· -..-.. 8to8 cfltmzt ,-.,. cl.Ollea the, .cteaJ... 

!'lit~· JD87 be om of a coup'.l• ot ~ S. 1llllO' ~a~·~ 

• a ftl7 Mrlt• ~ in whioh -.- he 1i4l1 ·l!Ot ....U the e&r11 blnmelt 
,' ' 

.. _ . -""'-'-•- . . . , B -1:- •.a-- ._. ,.._, ~1..,:- - --.a --­w e w. .... "' ~. • ---..-.,, ~ · ...., a """"l,T-• tH>~· a -~ 

~,iaaplaee_....., . ..,._.nottf»hll:l1dto.U,. l~a.ler 

.., do h¼11 owa. ~ to --.. ilJV ~ a~ .. p.M'lO\JIIO.y ·~ 

~sea ,clalalllft .t;. the, .UOl:lal M...,,,• IIMl.,.t .lurocd•~ ODD­

~ b 1,so W.4 .... '1r t.. bl ... ~ tb6' ~ altattan lit the 

....ra.ota.1••• ,..._, !be· :f'raldrl·.S 4-len ooateDW t'bllt 1a -., _...: at 

the ~ -• ~ ot MV .-,tc;r •h.tclN n.t~ !h1a ~•iiJIJil7 ,.. 

~ to the . .-.. of ~bat4on wed 'bl' -.mt~ ud thl 

~ Motaw ~·· t,1·- .·~ ~ plllOUGl ·hed ban: 

the _. ot «e1.S• ..iu 1-r.itor.t-., It one dalla ._..,,1 ._. blto 

----1-.d;~, - .. pesael!sed.. '!bu ,a. ... to· be ~ -~ ot 

u. .~ 110' ·». Vn.ttea stat.. a.pr .. . ~ eerl;f ·1n 29'.9, ..i NllldM 

...... ~ -lad...Uori-9 

,Ofber, 00'' .~ - 4U _. .u.s.,-. _, ...... 111 -~- fhat. 11a11 

'*1aN ·tbfl:kt· -111:JW .B. TMPta - ~ r.r-, Ge.DenJ. H,)'ton., ~ 

_..,,n..,e .... ~'?~. ~ ..__._ to .-.. ~ __. ..... .a... . .a.'"--.£-. ~-· .......... _ .. y...-.,,,,_ .. ~ , ... "'""- -..,-.-00 . &"!II''¥ . . . -\IIIU,'Ul!lll ~~ . ~..WW,-



l2 

but .. ~ de&l:er was tree to sell mvone wbo 'fl)~ -- .bto b18 

~ rom dealers 'had _.,. ten-:tt017 l!Jld.:te., . out tbe1r -~ had w PV' 

;a .tee tot.be~·• h.-. totmc l'ard -~ tQ!" ·ai\Y 881"'doe ~ _,. .tn 

~ the new -car £er dellve:r.,.., 

-~ ware tVG -o.tber .~ ~ vhldi t~ :81\Vl dNler .alfte 

~ ~ ! ·n. deal.- 4QIIIJ>latD!ld that 1'ietl theJ' cle!f.el...S ·• nev 

-1H· te.tT.!ltor,, flrto. a~ aal-. "VOlw' ~, the taotor,- .rrucb!_. 
~ -1.• to ~ la that ---.. ·!hen ~ as the pzoblam of the 

~ Nlea~fdatt mtm tb&t ·th$ ftm'tol7 W1t ~ -to 11'.# 4eaJRB ~ _, 

~ -to -- &mre· that the ~ .. doing thbe, ~ to the ....... 

Sa.oh -• 11:e.tJlanaf; -.a not Y.18Wlld 14th l:dgh ,.... 'by <lc,alm:4, u one '1.Jllq 1~,.. 

1'~ ~ -adad.ttbed. that tJleU'· ~ .~ mn vere. -~ ­

lag· de&len mre cl~ tllm 0'98I' ~. ·fbe l'B&80tl for: tbia cloae oheck. 

waa that .... ~. heto~- the WI",. opei.Nltecl through wbolelll!ll.ara 1ihi> 

i.~ the bmda!m ~ iuH:ddml. ~ DbriJlg the ~ pad.od ·11D9t 

.auto maken .U:sd.W 80ltle- till all ot. tbe!r Dd.4dl.....a.t~n. flla aal.., 

·ata.U 1111a 'WIii'& to obtc'k Oil ti. dealer.a ftP.Pdal QSl:lty to. haalle ~ 

~bll:1tlea. The· ~ -Mil.- aleo to gtve adYise on tbe .,.ma,.. 

·Ht ~ -m·ng polt(dea. to boost aalN an4 cut -~ Pm.iJaplJ '1bl!m -~ 

bel,,ae · batar btomad. -on the valuee of SIJh ~, la.u ~ 'ld.11 

-~-t. 

C,. .ID~- of the M• 1'lase ot ~ ~. l~,,O. 

'nu, d!~ of the-pd.oe phue 0:t the muketblg: of autcwbf.JM ~ 

that ~ pedod dll be -~ Ulldar two. -.. bead!,_, Price. .... 

~ ill11'daual ..,_cted ..... ,. and. the ettect.a: or Bagu.lat.ton w. 
!be-prioes ~ .Sn th.u ~- are th4 ~--~_.... 

081' pr.1.ee ot: eMb mad.itl.. tis pd.ea Sml.i.e tbe f'~· list Pl'i••· Jlld the 
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~on and &dlwr:y charges, and PflO"d.siOD tor ~ ot .f'edSl-al. 

8ICUle ~ but does not !nclude freight_, st.ate am loeal t&'ttea. or cost 

~ optional. equipnetlt,. Onl.J" bJ' confozmfllg to mch a ~cma quotation pro­

cedure oan the Fi•• of different mates be f"aul:7 «lllpG1t'ed. 

1. Pl"ioe Che:Dges ot Indi..-J.dual Selected Makes 

!n ordar to BNl1l'8 a~ least a gel'Jel:'albed 'Y!ew ot the price· cne»gj:1g 

activitiee of \be mamtactu:rers of pissanger ~ during the p,~ period 

the following group or makes were eelected ea bebg tait'ly rep:es~tatJ.w, or 

the 1D1utl7 as a wholet ~t, Ford, P.1.Jmoath .• Bb.tdc1 P'ont1ac,, Olds­

mobile,. Mercul7 ~ DOcfp., studebaker am Bash. libile. these makes do not in­

clud:e all the mebel's or tile mtamobile ~, the tact t.hat th.,- ccapr1ae 

79.Yt par ect~ ot the ·total regiat.ratioms ot puwengar C4rS in 1950 leads to 

½M, conv1ctiGB that theJ' ae .tequat. to ~ tbe priee mQ"8leats ot: the 

moat ~ part, of tJJe ~. !he pattern .o£ Jl:'l(dng ~ hi' 

this larp NfP1!1lt ot the !ndus'ti17 .. doubtless f'ollowed ol~ 11.r othera. 

lib.en a 1.nspaetion <if' the uta re the coupe,, the t~ sedan, am the 

~ -81ide ~ea that p,:tcae •toe these .models ~ 1n a~ 

the -,ne manner. it was deei.~ tr.· psrpc,sea or simplitJ.eaUon, to preaent 

C>Dl:I' the pioe ~t1on for the-~ aedo. Becanee the f"~ 

sedan thus ret1eete the prtoe ~ of the other tw JDOd.:l.81 and due w 

the tact that. ·t.bis bodJ' tJpe -eoeo&mt.ed ~ 45 per cmt or the 1950 CU" J"8gi..,. 

\1"at!om, the vrti.- COIIClvded tha~ it. is sutnoientb' representatlft ot the 

pr:actiQea ,or tbs a11:taabUe· 'bltaln.., tor 'the pr!~ parpos. t• 

vbi<lb1t1s~ 

Table ff weseats the cbaJ'llH in priee of the ta 1-eedirqJ pummger ear 

mak• trGll 19/J> through 19SO., E:mept1ng 1950,. t.he trend has been .. stea.dil7 

\1.JMl,Td. Buick has had an illcr'ease 1n P"iee !n ea.eh or tbe fiw ,-rs. These 
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increases in price have been caused tu .DBJ:gr factors,. but are believed. ile hava 

pred(>nd.rete;q sten:oed 1'.l:lcml rising ll8terlal and ~ oosta. P.cymuth, )JereurJ., 

&lid lblg_;t bad aa dearea8es 1n price. but ,on oeaasfqns held their prieu. con-. 

st.a.pt .. tor ~ ~. m lll!lkee i.ve. had .. rau.r frequent pric. ~ 

h't.be~period. 

ln the pd.ea ~ noticeah'Le in the autt>mobil& ~ dnr!ng the 

po~ ~ ~ ea.use tact.on, nay- be ~ tdtl:alt ·mch ·d!t1'1,.. 

~••· mt 81\Y atteq,t to 81.8l'Ude them 1n t.118. o-r t.heir· relat!ve .~ · 
r 

.!a, bouaa ·te ild.l,, dua• in: a nesm,a• to a ,absence of 8Upp0iotiilg data, and all!IO 

to OCllplete ftluctance on the part ot' .off1clals ot the ~ · prod:udng 

coqmdee• to renal tJle reasons £~ the.fl- .... .a.,ng tit& Items ·that might 

be J11811t.1oned aa haring 1nfluence tn the prlee situation of ·a!V" Qne, mmtao­

turer, are-·pt"O(luctf.on eoats;, price mvementa of «mpeUtore, deg,ee ot pll'bllc 

acceptance o:t' ewrait, made1.e,, ealea «mpand to competitors or the f'hm'• own 

~ ·eal.e8 NC!Cf1da,,. DrJ!Vtment :o£ .gmm:ml priee lBnilll:f ,and the genera]. 

aa:Lea ph11oaepb;,y of the 001pnv,. Snahid1ng such concept.a as ~ try-mg 

to mtderaell; ~ , or are or l.eBs 1gDl,1Nl the pdces -or ~tora. 

tAIUlV 

1'ulMUge,r cru- Pricee at.~, l.'nclm1·ng .~ ~o 
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~i am without; reference to .,my partiaalar phase. of tihe bus!mu 

crc1e, J:t .idgbt be .add tlat pr'-ce· ~ · are .etteetect t& inel'aase proftta.. 

M• adtaiae& •JIIIQ' be atet.W b;r riahg eosta. o.1> by a relative tllala.uott,. 

of .~ to.r .a J.18,'Pt or all of a 1:tne. therel'V permttt.!ng p,dce ~ 

wltbont 8!I" ~ eaiw d-1.ine as a ~°'-

2. Jepl&:tm w, and t.be Obsernd Btrecte: 

·!here ·was a g;reat deal ~ eon:Litoturs;y as to the ef'fec,ts o~ !tegulat!nn w,. 
vbich the des.1.ent o.! new passenger care contenaed 1ilOldd bring about a d..._ 

in denand and a rednction in prlce. !he ~ in tb~ seet1on 1a of a 

geuera1 nai:.,a,\e 8$· ta the e:tt.ects of :Begalation W i1l the latter part et 1 ,so. 

Little oou'l.d be de~, as the restrietion bed not beeni ·tn etteet long 

~ to register its Ml eff'SC't· l1pOn th$ autoa:iblle indus~. the first 

NStrletion 'WS.s put into etteet Septeia'her l.8, 1950• li.'i.th little or no COJ)o-

On 6etooer 13.., l'95Dt five weeka after the 1stmanee or the or1g:lnal rep 

la~ the Board of \ex' 1':ttGdueticm mmounced ~ number on& to Regula­

t!on v,. establi'Sb1ng effective Oc,toher 16~ m1nJJnn down ~ a.1ld mxinm 
'\ 

atrr.tttes ~7 strldtar than those whleh ·1*:mne effect:t'V& on 

Sep~ 18. 1'1ds .aettcm ~ . the ~ to f)81' one.'thbd down,, aml 

tlae 1:eJii,ee in 15 amt.ha •. 

c:Nldit. regmaUon -wae ~.. !hia low ~· tmahted the 'Jl8Z!ldao­

·tu."Nr to go ahead at tall pz'Otlaotion despite the regttlatJDD. ScJJlle ·ht~ 

aeemulat!aa bl" deal,an took place~ ·blt new er innnto:1.7 . .tw i'Jle. ~ 

dader 'ta:ad$ u a ·who.le WP.ts sid.ll IOt above a tmdit!aml relat1onahip to 



'l'o ,assay a~ta'ly tile ei'feete o£ 'the l.5-,,,nm--th credit- curb oa auto­

u,blle .iaa !.e &-till ·'ie:J:!7 diff:lmdt.., Dealers protested the Yegtllat.1on and 

enlisted the aid 0£ some members or .Congress in an effort, to get tbe resu-io-. 

Uone eased.. The. dealer .a claimed that :Sal.ea f'ell oft ~, as mmeh 

as 50 per· cent,• in some. ,ce.aes:.. On the othar ha:od, scattered .repo:rts of re­

tail ea.lee 18-.ued by the matlt1fa~ for the nmn~ of 1956• did not 

bear .out t.t.t eonir,ention. ·f.b.e. repm!'ts slmf, !n soms eaMS1 tbs:t sales ~ 

Oe.ti&b&r, l9SO,. ware ott t.eom. the high lW-el o£' Sepile!ihm-11 bnt. mt se.rfou.a.1,-,. 

In all •see ~. sales were ~ 1'.rom 10 1D 20 pet' oim.t. O'Nl1"· ·Getober, 1949. .. 

Oetober, 19'01 aues of ~e lm-cut'7• ·on the at.her hemda were 4 pel"" cent higbar 

than Sep~ am 21 per oen't above October, 1949:.U 

There appears to have been a ·wide. difference ~ opmton ~ the 

~ as to the erreata ~ t~ l"egtllaUona. Large. ~!ta ueea. 

1iier-e appu~ mrde hit.» vtth some of the -.Uw ·~ aeaa &till 

c'lamrlng· £or automM!ea. 'l'be· ·result ,as a resmtfUrrg or f'actat.,. alloce,. 

tlom to. f1CCGIIH)da.te denim t.rom areas vhar:e 1ti vu stlll strcmg., There· lea 

no dm:lbt. that the dermm fb:r' .new •r• lllS ocma,tat redu.ced by ~Uon. W, 

as~ ·mt the. extent to lithie.b 195() .ae.ies ,w~ red1.tee4 \a$ '98J.'7 Al:1.ght. 



CBIP!!8 n 
THI G8Slllt!D IHDDtDCii8 oP .l\lmiflmt& BUDBS 

II !BB Pa9r-1Wt P!RIOD,: 1~950. Dm.USlD 

A. Sales. T.Nadt1 bf Mllee lor.tng 19'0 aa Ccmt,arecl to 2946 

tto effectl"Nl7 .eua, the nuom -. akea o~ mtomb.11.et1 baff: ~­

..a inl'lr8a88i alee wid.1e t.be tta1ee o~ at.bar daoltnecl, ·ftgar91J. hQe bere 

d&CIIINld· abGldztg the flll.athe popalar1v. as 1ll8Ulll.'1l4 fn ., ..... of ..... aold, 

ot each ... 1t.r nottrc ·tbe· dxmali :m 1"9lattve l'llnk er poatttm m 1,so 
CMll' tbflct vhlcll prftlLtle4 !n 1946. .a Of:m81dlll'ahl• 811C111d or Ugbt u ahecl 

,on bud.e· ~• hlao• nt, which hB8 eau8e4 mch a tpfn Cl" l.oall Sil 

popalar1\,. 

~ the ·an'tbe pldo4 1~ •. &el.us!•· Chnml..t ha.a hel.4' top 

poelttoa !n aa1-. with 1a:rd am ~ anldng second am thhd "8'J)eetl..,. 

.~. lf'l\tfite ot c:.beftool.et to Ntain the 1eaderahfp and or· Ford and ~ 

to eeiae it or at leaat .lu.pl'OV& tbob' 1'elati• pod.ts.on. haw "8121.W: !Ji 

•.Jw tnpa.,l/llliidte ~ all thTee ·JMlrae or an u ·wll as .otJle,t ~Un 

makes. 

Br g1ano1ng at table V, ~ 19 o~ f.h1a tbead.JI,, ·tbe reeder \lW. ,,...,,_ 

atal7 obsene the relat!w mnbar ot eaeh llllke ,a£ autom1d1e 8D1d ~ 

1'5'0 as ~ad 't,o mi. !DJ- 1"'6 u NG.eot.d 1n lleenae ~Uon 

figm'.8-8'. 

!n the 8Cll8Wmt Mgber price mnge. or ,aut.cmobile.e tollevfng Cbn.rolet,. 

Fed. and ~ ~ mkes have ~ ~ 1J11De 1n alee. 

Most nat&ble fa ~ \/b1ch ·has awed f!rom eleventh to . .._th p.la0$.., 

General Mof.m:ts Dllkea,. vMch haw es1ahllehed 1n.e:r8ueeJ ~ · one place. Atdtrc, 



lS 

aret Bu!,ek, Pont!a-e,. 014amoblle, am Cad11lac. This 1naree..se renal.s the 

di'ec'tiveness. ot General Ml:>t1:Jrs, to wi'tbatand incl-eaa!h:1g coq,etit!on.. !'he 

D!lkes of ·ears vhich haw aae,aded tJl8 ga1ne ot Ckmeral. libf.arte •lees are, 

stmebelter., ,Jridaer, and ~ vtd:ch hf.rre. inaree:aed ~ etandilla 1J¥ 1tilO 

or ~ pl.sees. :,i-· Henry J1c vh1ch is In '.the-lO!ll price ftela~ tes .1n'tlro­

·da4ed 1n 1950. 1:b!s ee, ~ ttie Orosle,- a!ld b.uer· •Jres 1n atezwl!ng. 

~ ~ l"8nfd·ng ~ aalea 1a onl)'· a r.ela.U~ 'rOIJgb tnd!m'L!on 

~ ~ti• ~-- beem.taa· tl¥>Be ·:na1c:ee of which ~tot~ few vere 8014 

.Sn 19'6 «mld •dly Ng!.eter .t&idNU8 ~ J.n nmt. 

·1n ·~ tb& .~ ot ~ mlke8: ot automc>ld1ea:, tt 1s ala> 

·~ to ·olleene tboere, ~ vbiab W8t"8 decreae1ag 1n :etam!ng:.,. th.ct, 

~ oar vh!ah decl!ne4 tbe mat m rant dlltrlng the fl.w ~ period. 

waa Jledga• . witb a drop frm· tOl2t'th to ·eJaht.h plaae. !he at.dmDldl.u which . ~ . . 

lo&t one place 1n .stamtng ·vere, Chrya'J.• am ~ these oar.a ere ola6,. 

:sifted bl the .. btghar priee 1"8.ilG9• The lll8bNt which loat ti.to e m0l'e places 

h ~ in 1950, u . ~ w 1946 ~ UYl'e the Hash, ~ 

Paclram,, and Clroa1e.;y 41 1'here '\l'We two mkea ~· he1a tbelJo, 191.6 podt.ton. 

~ wQ'$' the: De Soto. which .,, !n ~ pos1u.on. and ~ ~ .. 

wbie, aa tumUetli.. 'J.'he :F.ruer" vhiah W.S· ~ 1n l'M&, autar>W 

on17 the CroaJ.v;y., vh1eh SaU.at.ee what a weak standing tt ms m. th$ auto- , 

lllOblle J!IIUl'bt., 

!he, ea.lea ata:ndtng 01" ·toreig:rMmde ~ <Ent- ea. ·~ to tb6 

~ . of dOJJl88Uc automobiles,, is o£ 11.ttae ~. !he lllle of 

an foreign mkes., whlob __... sold 111 t!le lJnited stat.at., a1DIJU1ltel tM> o1Jl1' . 

a .flllllll .t.ra-ettn ~ the total JIIBft9t. The Britfab Jard,. wbi-cb bas~ , 

1n 'IQ"iaus, eeet.iOUB of the lmltei Sta'tes,, bed -1..d only l•.825 unlta .tn, 1()46 



~t 

7ord 

~ 

~ 

Brdck 

Pon4dac 

Oldaiobile 

1laah 

Jb!aon 

Cbrysl er 

Malretl'fj 

Studebe:ar 

De Sofo 

Pac1iard 

Cadtllac 

l:4noo1tl . ' 

&dsar 

er.a:er 
~ 

P.ruer 

·1 

TABLE V 

N'fDIBmB OF DJ CAR Bml:S!!t.lTIONS BY MAKS 
(1950 eo111mlfld. to 1"6)b 

~ ~ 
329,,,601 1. Cheffl4et, 

326,822 2 • J\:,m 

2ll:t808 3. PJ.poutb 

·ns,ASS 4. Bu1cJc 
-

126,322 , .. Pontfac 

ll3,l09 6 .. 01 .... 1. 

93.094, ,. lleC1Dr3 

8S.1,6' 8. -~ 

72~ ,. stbdetablr 

6'."2 l.O,., •• 
61,18'1 11., cm.,.tw 

•• 051 12. !btaon 

54.,420 13,. De 'Sato 

~' 14. Cli.d!llao 
I 

23#666 15. .~ · 

10-·'98' ... 16. PaclraH 

'*" 17. Unooln 

2.-,e 18. ~ . 

2,329 19 .. ..,. 3 

i.<m 20. ~ 

21,. Cloela;r 

19 

1 • .420.m 
itl,66.113 

"'"~7: 
s,s.eo"( 

440,526: 

372.,SJ.9 

318 • .217 

300,104 

2€>8,229 

175,,~ 

lSl,.JOO 

134.%1.9 

ll.S,023 

101.~ 
,s,,.e,2 

73,15, 

34.,:ns 
.33,926 

U..339 

n.884 
6.896 



Crosley 

Frazer 
.... 7 '1 

0 

"' ~ 0' • 23 ~ Henr,y J r-i r-i 

D ~ 
.13 Will - '51 ys 

N I · f; ~ Lincoln -
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0'1'-i 
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+> 

A 
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~~ 13 
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~~ 
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~ 6 
~ 8.47 Buick G> 

I> 
'M 

Pl.yoouth +> 
g 

Ford ~ 
N< 

22.45 I 
Ch8'VTOlet 



~ 
tillen 'the pBSsengar ae:r demnd was ttie ~.,, 

la ~ 1950 ~ \dtih those ct 19/t6,- ~t!on ahoul.4 

be g!flm to the rmv- diffleultlea vhioh r~t.ed the autcm»tdle, •trld'ustl7 

1n l~. With the 4..,,. !'Or COD8'l1IDl!r dun.bl.ea the highen bl ldstol7, ·t)Je, 

sreateat prohl~ we:ie ·mtarui ~ arJd the tt.: reqube4 .tor~ 

~ ·o£ plimfe, to peaae-Ume p1'1Dttnet1on. 

Ceneral. ·~ 'tddch ~ ilpprOJdm~ ,o. per -cent. ot· 'the: ~ 

.srr eenr couma11 m tbe 1Jn1tec1 statea,, ent.arad 1946 with .. 1o o.t !ts p1a:n1a 

d.8'84 by t.be ~ o£·the Vnttea AUt.o Wo.rkar,J., oth8r' stdkee 1n 'the st.Nit 
' ' ' 

g.lus,,. e.t.trieal .am copper ~ bad ·~e4 t.bese ~ .l!IOUl'Ce8 

ot -~ .aid tmppltee,.. Br ~, the Sl81.11. ~. am mmarous 

1esser ~ 1n pbmte ot ,mppll.en .had creat..ed ,add!t!oml ebQrtagea,, the, 

etteet,a, ot wh!oh. ,oonUtmecl - be tel~ long af'ter> 1;be. df.aputes tbanael4V98 bad 

ended. 'Wha strnw OC!dlr, ..-tdDg frmm:t.orf.ea ot "1181 natarial ~ 

are ~, a:tte:r which tllNe Y11al ater1al.s· hilffe to be replad.ahecl be­

tore DDl'lrB1 ~ mn ba nlJIJlal:. 

The l~ test ~ · the. -S~ of the imtTJdrml passenger er.ti" ·producer 

cturtng tidal post.,,war· pe:r.h)d \IBS not tn bk abiltt,y to eell Ma ~ .. ·bit, 

n~ ht hb abD:1'1 to ·prodtme ._. By 1956.. th!a aif.uatto.n 1118 al.J!Dat. 

~ NtetMd. ,dth eelltt,g abn11;r «mdng to uw a ~ poa!Uon. 

B.. DelllD1 .for Oommmar Durable Oooda1, Espec:1eJl7 ~ .in the Post­

WB¥ Period. 

ffu!l danr:md ter DN mra his al.~ ·bean aenait.ive to ~ !ti pnca .. 

Nev a.ut.oid.dle ctemna 18 also senefttve to c1mJge8 1n bnadDNIJ or:mdiUonaJ 

hsnee• llbmi> fluctaltionll in new ear ealea occur in naponse to relat.tniey' 



lll>derate gat18l'al ·~ in real tnoome.. liahletion 'bl the final coat of 1W1J· 

aufosbilea tie CO?J8\Jmlll:"S fa a . factor· which \IOtlld be expected. to sttmulate tbe 

deimnd for G31"8 • . Necessity for 1ower µrices~ becomes mch •lll>l"9-,... 
pa,:tant: as the needs ot prospectiw ~ - are met with -~ output. and 

be.cldogs oi' need d!seppear . .; 

After the recent ·'lilU".~ autamohiles were the last. fv'pe of comnmm dul'abl.e 

goods to ca'lch up with pent up needa of a public whieh bad been deprived -~ ­

new cara for near~ ·halt a doo&de. l!ds ui.s pertl;r a rewlt or cOnfddEttnble 

t!Ioe required to pnt the huge .aut.cmo'blle ~ into fttll-tD\le operathm. 

~ the· em of the war. .i.ltbough old care WQNt; repab-et1 am kept In ,.. 

wdU ~ &OJS et which they 1il0Uld ~ .hrn& bef!ll acrapped. a con­

s·!d~ble mlTlll:w o£ •nth.a. elapee4 after the mr ·baf'Ore the toml ~ of 

cars in use again reeebed the pre-~ ·peak .a.tta:Sned 1n 19,IJ.. Not unto. 19491 

when reg;tatratibtts. e:xoe.ed:ed :33 ndll:!an1 did the pi-inctpal 4ef'ltd.sney in the 

total number of cars appmr to mve been mile up-.4 

Althougb the number of ean, In uee ·depe?da UpCm eec:momlc con41Uone as 

wl1 as 'Dp0n the growth m popalat!on• it is o£ some ·a1gn1tlee.nce tl:Jc;:t the 

1nc:reaae h registrations or- 6-8 mlli!one betMeen 1941 am 1949 \a8 about 

the same es the· increase m the mml>er o-~ housebolds. other e'lddenoe., sag., 

gesting, that-the def!.dency !n to-tsJ. car9 \BS about :tmde l1p by' 1949, \la.IS tlJe 

return o£ JZDNJ. norna1 rate. of 6C.11.1lPPb2e: e1d aars. Abott't 2-2 m.ill!an ce.ra 
' 

Wm'.'8 ~ - !n 194'9t vbieib \88 <Etbout equal 'b) t.he ~ a'f'e'l"ag&,, but JDDr8 

than doubl.m the mintier ~ m other Tecent. ~S Return to norm1 

4A!teml• l!G· sat. r,.., 1~9, P• 22. 

. _ 5:&~ L. JB3'.,. Jl!t. ~ JE 99Mmt Dbm)JI A994»,. ~ oZ 
C'Urrent ~ .. June, l()S'O~., 



.naw cars as well. 

c.. No-table Cmmp-a am Trends .tn Deetgn or Mot.or ear.s. 1946,,;1950 

In COlldde:ring t.ll8 ·cl.lrmges that- lBV8 taken place in peasengor autol"JEWe• 

uaring the pOli~ period• there are IJmV' faetors to be bome in mind, such 

as geumal 'tlrema in .ez,gme deeti.P.t harsepower,, vhselbase• and other meeban­

lce.1 its.,. on the one btudJ amt,. on the other• ~e. comtort, co1xven!ence 
• ' 

end ~«fV. n>eae two las1c twee~ ·of ~ will be diseussed 1v 'btldng 

·"f&l"!otm leading IBkea· and ·notil.tg the& lll>8t outstanding ~. 

The ~ mr mkes of General lt)tor.8 are considered f1nt1 for· they 

lead the 1!IU'ke.t .in .mlee wlume. ~et ahoald be given the lead :n>l.e 

~ General ~, because it ia the leading mke o£ car 1n units sold. 

The 1'-'6 CheaGle't, in Cffll1run with mu.y ot.her nakes 0£ paesenger ce.ra, 

ms s1mllv bl styl.e to the 1942 mdol.t because after· the ·f«lr tJle first need 

•s f~ aan• regardl.ees of ,rtule £eat.urea. Arfl' prodooer would haye. lost out 

ocq,et!U'ftq who bed sought to areat.e a tatal.q cbang.ed mc:idQ'LJ henccit1 dl'aBtic 

eblnge 1n dedgil tUd. not .oceu,r mrtn 19.49. l'.n l.:949, all Chevrol.et JWd.-ela bad 

impz,o1ed f:ee:tmwa f'al:· pa:aBengQl"' oonven!once and sa.£.et,y I one of tbe firs't ~ 

~».'CHed daildllt,. fll8 \dmow area ms ~, ~J.y that of tbe 

wb:dsbield md reo· ~, i"o.r a total imrenee of :,.0 per oent_. .l new con,.. 

t.rolled ~tion system,.. which mtnmi:Wad interior fogging and fro-st­

big of w.Sndo1ra .8114 w!ndab1thl,, lJllS· 4ddecl. !he 'bod1" -w.s g1vCD. a l ow~, ~diler 

appee:rance,.. the 1950 l!Dlel Chevrolet• which ias ottered in 14 madel.s,, bad s 

dmstte eba:nge h 'bo4,' 4Vle. !he. l,SO CllEm'Ol.et, as ~ to the 19,4.6 

nDde:1, ms the appem:enoe of an ·incralse 1D longth. but 1:~ 1s 1n real.11.Y 



three-fmxr:-ths of an inch sJ:iortait.. 6 This Chevrolet lx>dy design resembled the 

W.damblle on certain models. Some oboorvers have expre1.tsed the belief' toot 

th.is nny- gain sal.es :f'or Chevrolet at a cost of Ol~ile prestige. 

The introduction 0£ ehovrol.et •·e new Powergllde transmission 1n 1950., 

as optional equipment on de luxe passenger cars., mkes e.u'tom:tic ~ 

.s.tons awt'La.ble on all five Gensral !bb:>r's ee:r· lines., !be ettoot of t.he 

automtio transmission is w. vir1D1lly rel!.eve the driver· ot the neeosal,ty 

for shU'ting gears li'.llllUally. b~e is a. }Vdnml teal ly-operated auto­

mtic tt1anstdss1on or the ~ type. Engineering wcmk on the 
• 

transmission $tarted 1:n July, 19'6, and reached 1ts highest pa!nt in final 

testing• toO:U.ng, and initJ:al production in 1949 at a new plant 1n Clevcl.and~'l 

The Bllick wnt t.J:n.,ougb a gradual change i:n t.he pos~ period., The 

front glnse area m ,s increaeed by 22 per eent in 1949.8 The Dyna.flow drlw 

we first 1:ntrod.ueed to the public in l:'MS on the Th.rl.ck Boadne.ste.r aertee. 

Since then, more t.han 354,.a)O of 'these ~~t.er ~ he.'ft 

been installed on Buick cars. 9 0£ all the Du!c:ks sc:4d in 1949a :cx>re than ?O 

per cent were equipped with l>ynaflow drives. n, is ,sfsndard oqu:lpwmt in 

1949 and 1:m h the Itoadmaster series and ,optional 1n the Super series. 'l'he. 

»ym.now ~iw becane optional tn the .Spechl series inU'Odueed in A.uga.e~. 

1.949.lO 

~ rs. f'Actf, Jtm8 1950,, pp. 28,, 2,9 .• 

1:<'.i!Rlal lt>1a» ·bPif!!:J Bmst• 1949, p .. 10. 

\mi 91£ l!«tt • .1cme 1m. 
99£asa1 B.>tem ·fmel Repgr\,, 1949ti 1>• 10. 

10"""':.1 . . . ~..,.y.,. n. 



Ia the Glanoblle llllk•• tbe llll08t. nota'bl• cbtmge in boq deldgn took 

pt,.. h.l l.948 .and !D llBtor deeSgn b 1949;. !'lie. Oldmob!l:e ,_.., out w!th a 

D8'V diaUnnift ~ · deld.ga aJXl the - ~· ..,.. The • . ..,,... 

-. lltappecl up tNa. 110 to US b the 1'..S.- . ...,_. am la the ~ · 

•tors ftota 100 to io, ~.u 
1fbe ~aaoMatic, which 1• a ccmbhl&Uon :tJ.uicl ~ 81.1d au.tame.tie 

tran.amissi.on:, was first ottered to the p11b.U.c in 1940 in. ty. e1gb""°71i.Mer 

OJ.damob11e. In. 19Al •. 'Uley vere ma4e available • Cadillau ea. on Pont1aoa 

1D 1948. More tha 1,600,.000 paeseager· car- Il)dira ,lfati·c t.Nnemlealom haft 

-. jS!Qdllcei by the Detroit ~asion D1'9!.s1on s1mJe !Ditial uae.12 

The Pontiac. ll1te moat ot the other mak•, -aaw 1 ta greatest ebange 1D 

1949:. ·!be 1949 model had a completel7 new bad1' 'bl' l'isber with new BnlG'tar 

stJ!Ung~ vicler seaw, ·and new boriscmtally cm ,.,_ windJmie14s. The 'lddcl, 

· dlll'ftti windshield w:i'th Uff'Wel' eor.ner- posts rmd gceroua :ell-eJ."OUDlil glaaa 

area ~dwl a broader, a~er Y.tew 1n all diNcti.ou.13 

The l<J,48 CacUllao vas introducec! w1 th a nev at7l~ or· raised tail 

llghta. sweeping up trQll airer.rt inepired rud4er type. !"enders. 'In the 1949 

Ced1llac11 the major change vas the use ot a 160 ~ higb-oallpreasion 

eight-eyllmer eaaine~ caripaed to the 150 borsepover engtne 1n the 1948 

models. Thls new .engS• ottered better perf01.'ma:DC8 and a:arillgs of 15 to 20 

,- cent 1n tul 1BJflar normal. dr1Tbag COlld!t.1ou. ,C'edil lec1a new engine 

vaa aJJnoet 200 pound• lipter than its predeeuaol'. bother oatsten41ng 

teat'are of the 1949· moa..1 vu the ~io· wiDdov llfta.,14 

llua«t .i!£ ltm:!, Jlti11e 1950-, P• U0. 

12Genilry !f!!9t! IP!B!l !ee:t, 1949. P• 10. 

131at SE lEtfb .Jtme 1950, pp. 142-145 .. 

141n14., -~ 26,,4!7. 



The ao-called "Ra.rd 'Tope•,, which provide a new dist1Det1w stf'1•:• re­

semble a COJ1lftllrt!ble in appearane8, .a1tboagb they haw r1gi4 s'teel tops·•· 

Three ot these ttHerd 'rope", CecHllac•·• taupe de Tille, Bu1clt•e Riviel't, and 

Oldsmobile'' a Bolldq Callpe.1 were iJxtl'Oduoed hl 1949. 'l'he Pontiac Catalina 

am Chevrolet Bel !1r were offered to;r the tint. time 1n the 1950 ime..15 

The 1'-4 lfote¢' -Canplll'JI' chengecl the b8<q' st,1• 1D the 1949 1'W'd with a 

stzetlftlined ,bodJ', lower center ot gravity., and ~ dri-d.aa 911N rac the 

c<l!ll8Ulld.ng ,pnbl.ie. IndepeD4et1\ front wheel aw,pernaion vi.th coil aprinp 118.0· 

inclu4ed in. the 1949 -Para~ which ~educed: "ri.bration and increased rid~ CtD­

tGTt.; The tront, aldes., elld :reo ~de more than 20 square teet ~ •·aee­

abllitr' tor safety purposes and pesaengar .CO!ffl!Diem,e 0£ viml., The brakes 

are .35 per cent ..sic to apply',, becaaN the ear•·s ftaowud ~ is al.N 

used to stop t he vebicle.- The ~llnde:t' motor• which has .beccme very 

poptlar 1D 1949 model.a, wu giYen en 1ncs'eastt or 5 horsepower BIid 10 per cant 

JDGre gas econm;r,.16 

The Pl.Jmoatht ldlich is prodttced lJT the Cbr,rale Co.rporation, had 1 ta. 

most d18t1Dot1ft- chenge in 1949. The Pl~ttl •e wbeelba&e was 1Dereased, 

gi"f'ing imreased: r1d1Dg canf'ort. 'l'he 1949 model has an S11taaatie ign.iticm 

k.,- stater which enablea the ckiwr to atal."t the .egine v.tth -one heJld by 

~ turrJ.blg the ·ta:,. The honepower- was 1ncreased to '11 CClllp8%'e4 to 95 

horsepower !n the lew! lll04els. 11w ~ saf,ety" ~ bralcea in­

creese larakug etf'iei~ by 32 par ~t.. Thia: gives eesiar control and 

eotter pedal action.1'1 

:isGee!Dl Motol'li .AlP:l!1 ll!PeJd,,, 1949,. P• 11. 
16. . ' 

Used!!£ 1,etf, June 1950t PP• 66-6?. 

17ndd., PP• ll,., us~ 



Studebaker plaeed a new style of automobile on the ma:rk&t in l~ to 

lead the field in de:ftloping nw styles for the po.st-war msket. 1'be new 

style was a ecnplete chaage· in ~ constzuc.tion• with an 1Barease ill the 

length ot the tnuik lid, and a .sanamat .tlat appearance 1n bodJ' des' llh 

Each ear will not be ,considered separat.el7 t as this aualyais is not a 

aetdled ueJ boweNlr-. the 1'91.8 Budaon pr.<rdded .a chanp, 1a style which ia 

•tewortllJ'• 'fM. mo.st mtstanCUng ,change in the 1948 Hudson was the 14 per 

eent greater 'Yieioa tor· .:id«t safety,., The newly des.tped 1llldsOn: had a Yflli:"S 

lw center o-f gravity with a. step,.,do\m: floor board :feature. The new-·~ 

Acti on" br.akee took advantage Gt' the ear's II.CIDAllrt.Um, to he:l.p st.op,, - the 

mo~ at the wheel.s preased the bran ab.oe tightw when the wakes were 

applied.. The 194? rt~• Bw3am opeated with 102 horsepower ~ 

to 121 b~ m the 1948 model.is 

D. ft'eme 1n Paaoenpl'-Car P:od\lction bJ" Doct,- ·'l'Jpes, 1947 to 1950, Iacluaiw 

While tntarmat ion to verily the production of varicas lllOdels.,, aa ahOVJl 

:bi !able VI,. le 1':IOt. ll'ftllable pnor to- .1941. the ~ illapol"tance or the 

cl.osed ear, vi th COITespond1.ng dacl.ine or tbe ·open car, hes been a note,. 

~ · trend a1ace .al"OW34 1919 when cloaed model• ftrst captured about tan 

~ ceut. or the ~ C'&r martet.,11t 

The •Hard Topi' coupea. ad sedau hen entered the market vith 'tfG'Y good: 

aeoeptaaee. the 1fJiar4 ·Top" kas pbted a.as ·per cent ·of the muket in onl7 

two· Jeal".8,. 

Only 4.89 par cent ot the paaaanger ea aal.ee durhg 1947 were o£ the 

ClOJD'ertible t;n,e, with the popald'it7 flt this aodel. deel1ntng f'urther· m 19'0 



to a mare 3.09 per oent ef total ,Sl:lJ.ee.. The 1lJBrd '!op• coupes. em seclaDe 

1187 npla• the c1.oth ·~ WiffWtlbles bemuse or the. dul'ablliV and . . ~ 

of ihe eteal. tops.,. ae W&U as the tact t.be.t the probable life of a co11NJ'l­

!hbt top is - t,e, ~ . ,-rs. the CODIIII Uhl.es Jn .lmlt nabs ot ~ 

CIC8 ban a h!gber list price., amsing the more ~ parobeser tb 

bqy ~ passenger GJl'B. Another' ~ obatarva.tion h ·regard t» the 

~. ilalea b 194'1., u ~ to 19'° aale:a. ma tba~ nm.f' &llto­

moldle ,_,.,. tn 194? lought . . aamrarUblee beoaue they Vfi!N, unable w obta.tn 

tm hx1t 'ine o1· thdJo ehdce. 

!be ~ Milan -.s 'the mat popul;a'r t,ype tar the enUre J)8Ziod n.. 
1947 1hrough l,SO. 'tb!a ~ t.,pe w.s cl.osaly foll..S. 1ti popr4ari1ir 11' 

~ ~ aars which ~ a eubsta.ntiaU7 ~ dammd m 

the ,-n etnee 1947. !he, f~ aaau auttced a s1J;ght. ~ m 

Nlat1n &aftd tct 1950· '4th a «maidllrahte ~ o£ deaand to, tile· DIil 

.._ Top:• ftioa both. ~ · and~ 88da.m. 

'!be .mmpa tba-t ·toe'k place between the "ffll'ious other bodJr' "'11.u* ·~ 

!!lg the poat-uar ~ nrnaled li"tt.l.e e:lgniftamt obange !n ~ 

pnf .... ,. 

L lnd!.Uou of Cbangu. m Conmmer Use or Pa~ .caz.,, 

Belon Voria ·Var n., the pa~ eel' ·00ZlSilllm" 'WWI·• 111. ·the •In• aft 

hdiv1dal1 whose puNtase aid use •£ an ·e.utmm:>blle wa largely for ~ 

o.f ·pleasure• arnen:tsnoe., am prest.1.ae., who could c:ntr1ail. !ta ue without 

necewlly attect1ng hla brlsmeu ett1~. 

!he oew of 1950 wnala. that the, mploslw .. ~ of ·th& ,Sllburbe ,and 

the: ~ dllpersal ot the nat1.en1s 1nd.wrta7 wre the mat dgrdfl(lant 

cha1lg88 m t.he trnited States dlzrring the· pet deaadet and ~.1 these. 

·clmces alone ban mltipl:ied am ~ the people's dependence on 



!.ABIZ VI 

Paseenger a.. Producrt.1~ BJ- Bod.,· TJpes Aa 

~-· .of ~ P.roduct1on, . 194?...J.9'0,. Incl'USi-20 

,.Dool" Sedm· 4S.36 

24>oor Sedala •. ~ ~tl) Y9.Jtl 

lua!naaa ~ 1.48 

·~ Top• ~ and Sea• · a.as 
Conn.rtib1- 8:1:aept •Bud Tope• 3.09 

station Yagoiw(2.) . 1 •. '7 

Cbuai• _ 11.I 
ffljL . 100.00 

(1) ._ n:>t ~ Bufwle- Coupetl 

49.-23 

'2.8' 

1..61 

.a, 

4-21 

1.13 

d1 
100 .. 00 

1948 

S031 

'39:.?'1 

l.62 ,_ 
s~o1 
2.63 

·" 100.00 

194"1 

48.04 

)9;.89 

2.33 

-
4.89 

4.24 

& 
l00.00 

" . 
(2) ImlwlN OlllJ' ataUon -,pa ~ on pau8l'lg9r ear- cbuata. 



t ~~ 1947 . 
~ . 

CHART II WA 1948 

PASSENGm CAR FACTORY SALES BY BODY TYPES2l. 
Percentage Distribution - 1949 

1950 

0) . 
0) 

"' 

• . . 
I\) 
0 

I-' I-' '° 0) 

Cha.ssie 

21Automotive Industries, l-E.rch 15, 1951, p. 84. 



tbeb· oars £en, ~tial mobility Id.nae 191.0. 

In~. the total automobile milage., dri•n tor businen parposea~ 

wea SS per cmst o.t the tetal mUage driven by passenger cer OOtl81.W&rs. The 

most ou~ o.ompat1on lfU that or , t.Jie ~ tr.wler who ch'OVe 

Ma ear· or- cmpef13' co in ~t of" ooononda llvelUrood. The !.Iwmranae­

and reel eata..ta buaillNB, oonaidered 1ll eo.mb!.nation as on& busdnes:s type• . , . 

~ seoond in atuding,, ~ peopl• 1n theb* t,pe. ot aoUYity use, their 
, )I I ,_ 

•~biles ftgU].al.J' in their .~ ~\.. Farmers. ·and p)v:aic1amt 
" •• 11 

dnm,. the aeme- amoUJrt. ·tor bufdneas parpoaes to .ie tor third poaitiou. 
> • 

~ wen,. 1n the 181ft pl8ee bMa.uJe olllT 49 pet" cent ot their total 
;: . .. ' 

nd.lage wa tor buatneu prl'l"p0888.~ 

A IIW"w•.r ,.,. conducted 1n J.950 by the lb:d.t.ecl States Bureau or. Public 

&>ada to determ.ina the trl.1), parpoee ot· reaident automoblle driv.en in 32 

metropolitan ereu., The ~ l"el'ealed that 52 pell' cent ot the tripa were· 

to-,. buadnaaa ~-.. Inoluded· in bwltinen ~ ·'*'8 tripe to the 

plaoe o~ ea,~. ~ P81" cent o!f tbe tr!ps 111Bre made. tor soe!al and 

~ml purpoaea. Thirteen per oent W81"'8 ahoppUlc tripe~ am all of.bn,a 

grouped ~ equalled u1iJe par ·oent to ~ the 100 ~ ... 23 

!he ma1a p:rrpoee ot 'table YII 1a to give tbe ___. a geaenl viflV of 

the nav ee Olll;lilll!Nht.p 1rtencltnp ~ the 1'81'!.oue atatee ill the poet.var period •. 

Buh et.ate v1ll. ~ be tusn ll8pa1Stely .Qd diMWaeed 1t1 det&U• as the con. 

al.Wlma to be drmm are ..,.....n,, quite pneral. 

h 194? 'the largest ~ regletnt!ott pin vu 011 the 1i1um 

coMt and 1a ~ stat.ea. The west coast" vhicb 1ncrluded Cal!tornta.,. 



Oregon. an4 Washington, gd.ned most. !he· aoutbena statu ~ W ,dpt­

t.loaut. .gatna WNJ flmida. Arkansas and ir-...24 

The relative ·ata:oc11np. or the atatea w!n var.y with population ~ 

and ~ economte :ta.ctora. As ot 19J(I I the td.Yillan population per puam­

g$1! car '188 4.1'11n the total thdted statea. ln rating the st&tea 1n 1947. 

Nevada lead w1tb. :3,.1 people tor· •ch ear' re.gistration. M1eaisatppi hai tbe 

~ nudler or persona pex- pasaenger ear with S.1 i,ersonra tor each ear.2S 

~~ 1948· law,, p. 19:. 

2~•• 1948 Ia:-8t19 # P• 20. 



TA!U. vtI 

kw'-; ::l;;r~ Statee-• 

ilamaa 

.Ari.sODa ~­

.~ 

Cclorado 

~ 

Del.-.re 

Jlat., oE Col.'*1llda 

I~ 

D.liDoia 

Ka~ 

Lou!~ 

Midlle 

~ 

Masaa~ 

M!cMgan 

Mi 111>eaota 

79,1$ 

24,.5'70 

,:,_.,f#; 

Sl9fi999 

ss,.m 
-,.rm 
17,421 ,,_,.. 

1161"904 

113,.923 

2'1,;35S 

417,871 

:200-1}2 

US.114 

,i.m. 

78,:l/!fl' 

81.,231 

29.1?5 

93-,2Z1 

146,SJ.S 

.00:,321 -

1.53_,203 

,e._273· 

20:,:m 

.:34,.0.,0 

)89,,-544 

1.2.no 

' 66,a?S 

-U.,65S 

1fl.2f.19 

84,238 

80):886 

2),.211 

345:,156 

U8;&7 

102,1$ 

74.~:"ll,,o 

61.597 

6,,:820 

23~ 

69.985 

U:3;2SS 

121.,'21 

1(11.43' 

1948 

-40.,4.l2 

1211'994 

21*'19 

m,aflll 
z,,,942 

50,7.'4$ 

9t996 

a,.m 
5)-,?/A 

59,703 

14,554 

~,zn 
~128 

68:,91{1 

l+S,WO 

.0,,082 

~.925 

17:,298 

52,762 

llrt~244 

250.853 

'76,,'181 

191;/' 

,.s,,soe 
10,J,;5 

1,,,. 
253,)0. 

25;t9'S 

JJJ.,.?82. 

s,,8'6 
2',186 

49,.rgJ 

"~ 
12,;893 

218,536 

~~ 

'4.83'7 

'°•&4 ,s .• w 
35,:S2S 

1,.,690 

48,_0,M 

'11,AJ..1 

~.m 
60,~ 

21,sso 
s,.m 

10,JU?' 

1'6.U9 

U,3/4 

'ZT,'791 

.5,~ 

U'J048 

2£,680 

2:S,102 

o.J.«> 
122,:oaa 

'!>S.&19· 

ll:,,008 

23-6,S 

23,:291. 

:t.9/11.7 

s,,.,.,, 
26~ 

,,~as 

3) 

l41.ll5 

,,,:,25 ,, . 



!ABLE VII {CoDtimJed) 

State 1~0 1949 1948 194"1 191.6 

Mhalaa1ppi 50,ffl M).,16, ,28,2.42 26,382 13,183 

Mieaaari 1?'4~394 131~ <J3 ·· 2" • 84~905 49,606 

Montana 31,249 23~681 .18,014 15-,lOO 7,01,5 

Be1raska 67,,'96-1. Sl,105 35,-234 28,.654 l6,1't6 

lnada. 7.,6"/2 6,6t1'/ 5 028 • 4,ffl 2-.1,05 

Bev Bampahin 19,154 IS,,163 10,5-39 10.,.m S,099 

lew J«rf3ST zr.o.7SS 165.842 116,9,45 1~:.'8S ,,.?al. 
lfew· Me:dco 23.289 l?,.ffl. 10.,S97 11,969 4-685 . ., York ~,19S '15~6)4 338~54 ,os,no 1s,,rno 

IGrth Carolina 119;4'1"/ 93,SM. '9·,'84 -~756 ,o,648 

Borth Dakota ztt.549 22,CJOS 13,,359 llJl94 6.-<Mi 

ado 388.'89 302;.S,O 220,2.48 215,359 12.4,689 

Okl ... 90,591 65,.5$ 44,"2 39,ll.9 24,510 

Oregon 72,261. 55,-212 39,655 34,121 17,S20 

Peanay1~ .t.:)5~035 336,.u.6 2'71"?14 228,-133 ]J?,,695 

Bbod• Ialand )2,884 24,~J 19,816- 18,261 10,()52 

.SOuth Carolla 58,<1'1.3 45,5'3 30,599 28,,0S 16,635 

South Dakota 28,158 22~ u.,,s 10.8<* 6,281 

Tenrwssee 105,l.U 781iS50 60,141 .59,732 30,689 

Teas .'66,050 w,m 1'8319 u,;,so t!S._069 

·11tu Z'!,6?0 21>366 1J;.ff4 12,,278 6,.280 

Ve1'll10Dt l3,-5S4 13,3S'5 s,,991 8.,1'4 1+,~7 

Vd:rgSnia. 13-0,886 104~106 'TJ,515 61~1:J5 31,lyl'J 

~ 9lf;(t,J. 74,241. 54,,109 47/711 25,565 



West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

• 

1950 

45-,-8r/'/ 

151:,1'1 

171§9.& 

6,.326.A,lS 

19.49 

36.293 

12~,845 

12.cm 
.(.83$.342 

19~ 

25*098 

·84,224 

S.7§§ 

3,41J0.952 

1947 

22,.882 

71.,116 

~ .• , 

35 

13,432 

.44,608 

lam& 



CBlPZER m 
TAXATlOB m THE A~m J'IELI, 19.46-1950 

m.scuasion ~ ~bile taxation tails na~ into several eategv.nes.,. 

1ncludulg nat:ional, state. ,and 'local taxes on aatcmoblles, ttres end tubes, 

gasoline~ and Gil., The t~ 18 m.en1y a "'f.8r'7 general ~ whinh 

ahoul.4 be suppl--.tea 1:rr ecne 1''0ftl er detailed listing if the eamplete field 

ot taxet,. atteeting the flllltomoblle iD:mstry is t;o. be Ml)' a,ppreeiated,. h 

J!'ollowing 11st. of ·t.exet,. is mt~ to be all hle1•1w, sillee !ncoee 

1111d corporation taxes an excluded., m ~ are 1-htded which appear to 

beaJt a more direct relationship to the marketiDg or autanobiles,. 

F-Gdaral:t Exc1ae tuea on new au:tclnc>bllea. tires and tubes,, gaso1ine 

and J»briuting on., 

State• Venous ter:Ba on sale or use oE new autanobllu.,. gasoline, and 

upm ownsrahlp 01' autamc,;bilea. 

.Locals P.articipation in ~ depee 1n the distribution of state 

p:soliae tax receipts and personal properrt:, tcz on ownership or an au~ 

b:tle. 

Most ot the ta'D8 to be discussed. ·were ln!ed ,nau., .,._... prior to 19"6-, 

1950 period tml!er eonaideratton,. and infomation 18 DOt at. ·hand which 'Will 

·show· the effect that this poat,...wr period aq heve hed on the. althou.gh 1 t 

ts. the purpose of' tbia, ~1.s to take each tJ'pe Gf tax listed and d1MDS8 

it in general~ 

A. Excise T,aus 

'l'he Federal 'Excise Tex .rate,. ·which v«s 1n etreet during tbe poe-t,...v8l" 

period, we the result .or .a 1941 amendment to the Federal Emise Ta law,. 



«re ~de an ~ of' this tax,. a t:ew high-lip.ts 811d a short bu,.,, 

tal)" a:,e. helpful. 

'Durl.Jlg the ~ 191:1 to 19491 1l'lclus1w, the toital autanobil.e -excise 

tax payma-tlt exceeded one billion dollan, with another .452 a1ll:1oa dollara 

added to tha~ tot-1 in. 1950. A point. which is wort.h not!ztg here is 111 regad 

to t.aDs pa:14 by highvq naEmS,. In.19SO the 'IUJC'S .of higtn,,qs pd.d 1Ml\'e· 

tbaa 2.5 billion dOl lare 1n speci~l atat.e motor ftbiole ~ . .a f'eea,. an 

average of ll8a"l7 55. dollere par fllbicle.1 Thie stat.imeat sheu1d B8!r¥9 to 

gtw the l"'e&dfa· an idea as to the ~ 8JIIQUDt .at reveme. OQll•ted 

trail vehicle __.a., 

It is estimated that 24 ,cents out of ftW'l" dollar spent .~ the pur-, 

chue or a. new ear pea t:ar taxes .8£ all Jd..Dda-.2 To 1'tttber illuatrate the 

sipifieance o£ the tc:>ta1 tc,; blll., a paesengur car 'With • 1950 list pl1.oe 

of 2.000 dollara would cost the )!IU7ehas'er ·onl.7 1 ., S20 dollat"a Wore taxa. 

This ta bar.den juat noted aoee .not. !Dolude social eeemi.1;.J' taxes paid by' 

either the· eornpur or the ~. Individual imane tans cm wapa and 

sal-1ea paid to empl.CQ'Na ·aneaced 1a the intermediate pN>ONaes !ran m1 n:Jng 

Gd the produetion of raw· materials tbroulb. the IIU!Jll2£ac ti4'9l'Of' part.a ad 

ueeaNr!es. ~ traneporte:tioa,: ad the final ·aas81lhq ~ the autamobfle, 

wal"6 $180 eml.uaect. 

or the DUm¥ prodl:lct.s. upon which the hcleral ~ . impoae J.m, 

taxes, OJl]Jr" tb• reftalle. collected on aled.tolle ~• exceect,s· the annual 

ilbtOmlt levied against. autanobiler:~ ,. 

Unlike ~Olla ao-callecl "use11 tazetl, paid bJ' motm-lru tor the eon­

stmction end maintenance of the nation's h1ghwqs am stz eet lfJ"l!ltals. 



)8 

!he practice or el.ass~ autcaobiles as Jmmries., along "1th alco­

halic ~* ton. jewelry,, pertanee. tobacco, and aportblg good.a lw1 

its origin in hor.se and bum 4qs. 

When the 11rs't ..U~led whi.cl• t'ppear«i oa the streets ot A1111'1-

·e&, most. people r~ then u exper!melltal gadgets. • expemdw p.1.qt,ldnp. 

'lMs was lrought about • tbe noiae eNated bT these new gadget. ad the hip 

coat as eGnpU'ed b> the ho.rse and. ma::,,. 

Ewa as lated World Wal' I, 'Whea the autamobUe ead.se ta Cfllle Snto 

being, motor cere still were el.ass~ied as bmaries,. At tbat t1me there wen· 

l•• than n.,.. ,ndl31oa pau9111er can 1n the tmited states. end b,y toaq•e 

atandard&; thetr usef\tlnns we somewhat limitea.3 

The World W. I 111&1.Qf)' ta OD autanobllea vu 1mpoaed u a ~ 

__.genq re'8DII& measure., Jlot until 1928 how9'ftil', were the led.es· luted• 

a good ten years after the omiatice vhieh ended the WU'-. 

'ffle Federal Excise Tana wEll"e prt into ettect again during the 4epr_. 

.a1cm of 1932, -eatn u a ~ aNrp.ney reveane lft'J'* Despite the 

"Ul!lpOraJT' label.• .they .nner· vere repeale4., On the contz'ar7• the 1932 ta. 

were increased in 1940 and doubled to nach a tot.el i-ate ot Sff811 per cent 

ill 19'1. The Federal Fmdae Ta: rate oa the sal& ot ,autamobllea ranaine4 at 

seven ·per cat during the entize poet-var period. 

In 19'6 the m.mse ta on autcm.oldl.H and motora,'cl.ea ~ to ~ 

sllgb~ OWi' 25 lldl.lloa dollar~ Dndl:tg 1950,, receipts amounted to ..._. 



452 mill!m dollars... lxc1.se tax receipts on automobiles and motoro,elee 

are ·~ • 1n these figures of the IatGrrml Revame Bureau. mt chiefl1' 

deriw f:ran autclm.ob1le sales. 

!:ABLE YIIl 

J'edwal mtceot1,.._ Eze1aa !aea bl Yean. 1~1,soS 
(In Milllona ~ JQJJ.ee) 

1948 1949 

Bew Pass...- Cara* 2S.89 204.68 2'0.96 DZ.SJ. 

Tires and Tubes 118.09 l?-4.93 1§9 .• 28 150.,90 

Gaaoline 4'05.69 ~:,.68 478.64 ,oJ .• 65 

Lubricatu« Gil. ?4.60 82.01 80.89 81 .. '16 

1950 

452.rn 

1'1.80 

52'.?'3 

71.IA 

Tires and 1--- bibes had u increased Pedeintl l'mise Tax placed cm 

than 1a 19U, 111DOU1tting in. total to fiw cents a pmmd. ·on t1rea and tune 

cents a. pmmd cm inner t!tbea.6 On ·new passenger csr .sales., the Ci2mise ta 

applied to om:plete whicrles. The -n:l.ue o?. the tires and inner tubes vu 

oaaputed and. dedneted to fl'Oid . double taa.Uon on tires am 1imer tubes., la 

1946 the total amount ~ · excise tax on tlree and tubes vaa 1n excess ~ US 

million dollars and in 1950 am01Dlted to· 151 million dQllar••' A possible· 

ezplaation ot tM.a· Sllell increase, eof!1pered to the .pin of revenue frail 

p!iSffl)gel' c'ffra, is the f'aet that bl 19'6 there was a sreat becJc.l.og oE c!anand 

Sn!!!•• 191.6, lCM.8, 1950, p,. U,, P• 124, p. 123 respectively. 

6Autc:noblle Paota .!m. :ne;ea., 194"1• p. 52. 

7 Ammal ~. · . . ·. ![. camniafj,oner S: tf;;r.1 Reyetmp. tlac1al :year· eaded 
Jlme, 19'6; 1~- 113,, ,. · respect ·. • 



tor ·ttre. ud tubes brought about by the rationing or these gooda dudJte 

Wcrl.4 War· II. ·The back,-l.og. or daaalld t~ tire& and tube• wa.a tuled a -rear 

or ao befon the. ·nsw car demand aho.wd eri.dence ot aJ&ekerd.Dg. 

Lr1..bricating oU,. vhi.ab carried a Fedff&l Elltcise Tax of s1x eents a gal­

lon during the entire post-var period, produced a revenue or over 74 million 

dollars fort.he Feclenl Goverment in 1946• and over 77 Jldllion dol.lars 1n 

1950.8 As 1ubr:l.cat1ng oils were not rationed dnri.Ilg World Warn. there waas 

no back.-1og of demand to eatiafy d11l"'ing ·.the poat..wm, p«rl.od. the imrease 

of revenae b"Ol!l 19.46 to 1950 vaa ehiefiy broaght .about by' the enlarged 1,..,_. 
ot DEnt C'ar8' sold dttrl.ng tbie period and treedoll or the puaenger oar ower 

to buy as nm.ch gasoline, tiretJ and inner tubes as desired. W1 th tlrl.a llbert7 

the motor.lat could d.ri• b1a car aq time and to an,y plaoe he ·cboae.. Conae­

quently,. the. more a car ia dri"l'ell• the gl"&&ter is the need :for lubrloathtg 

oila. 

B. Varloua State TaQ 

The guoline tax will be. comd.dered first u 1 t is a ver,- bq,ortant 

source o:f revenue. Gasoline f,axaiJ are. usuall.7 impoeed. on the we; diatrl­

bution, or use of motor fuel in the atate. The tax liability in sODte ot the 

.states was liid:ted,, thoug~ to gasoline sold. The t erm "gasoline" is fre­

quently defined as a preparation .sold for the use in t he generation of ~ · 

for t he propulsiO?t ·of' motor vehicles.t airplanes,, or motor boats .• 

Motor~l taxes are usually intended to be single turn.-over taxes. 

Each gallon o£ f'uel is to be taxed. only once. ·The statutes differ, hOWYer, 

as to whethe.r the tax i s to be borne by the eommmer or by the distributor• 

Some states impose the tax on the consumer tor the privilege _of operating 

8rud .• 1946, 1950, p. m, p •. 123 respectively. 
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1a uaue-ll7 made the tax c,ollector for the a'te.te., In othel"· states;, an e:ml• 

tu is .~ ~h all ·deal.era in aotar-fthi.ole fuel., upon the use •. 4is­

tri.buti~, or sale within the state, ot motor-vahicl.e fuel.. The genenJ. 

praotiee under such etatutes is far the dealer to pass the tu along to the 

States a.re prohibited by th& Federal Cons.titution from impo&l ng an e»­

ci.se tax· on the sale of gasoline to the I'ederal ~nt or ita agenci.ea.10 

H~, gf.SC!liDe sold on Federal Reservationa 1a subj•c-:t to .-.ate tazation 

w~n such g,u.oline is not for the exclusi ve use o£ the. United statea . .., 

The Oregon Act 0£ 1919 provided the first gasoline tax of one cent a 

gallon. This tax was £oll.owd by .ma117 other states and then 11.l 1933 'l'llrl.OlUI 

states began increasing the rate. , The gasoline tax rate per gallon for eaoh. 

state is listed in Table I X for t he years 1946,..1950 imlum.ve .• 

Seven statea raised their gasoline tax ratee 1n 1941.. . Oaliforrd.:a re1aed 

it.s rate from three eentt, to four and one-halr eent.s and had no dof'in1te 

expin.tion date. Colorado inc:reaaed the t.a% rate to six eenta, as oompaect 

to the pre-,ious tou;--cent tax.. Conneatitmt a.I- Rhode Islalld lnted a f'OUI' 

cent tax in .1947,. as compared· te the 1946 ta ,o"f three Oe?>.t.a.. Maim ud: Jila.1'7-

land raised their tax .from .tour aenta a gallon to fiw centa. Veniont, vh1.oh 

had the least imre&se £or 1947 ~ those· st&tea ohangSng th~ tax r&t.ea·, 

l.eded only a or>e-haJt cent increaae aboTe the 1946 tax of four cents. 

Louia:tana aoquired the dubious honor ot having the highest .ga8C)line tax 

whe.u ita legieilature rai.aed the tax ·'blo cents a gallon to. • t.otal lnel or 

n1:oe cents. &ff'ectin JUDt 7, 1948.. Ettect.ive lprU i. 1948. the ~ 

tax vas .lncreaaed f'ram fift eenta per gallon to eeven oesta. 



ft&ta 

Ala1wul 

:lriscma 

Arktmeaa 

Calttor.nla 

Colorado 

~ 

h'J.awaN 

norida 

·~ 

Idaho 

IlltiM>ia 

Taffana 

Iova 

Ian.au 

ha\\1ol7 

Lmdnana 

Maine 

Ma71.eml 

1.r'ABLI' D 

state 0.01:1 • Tc BatN l.9'6,,J.9,011. Imlua!w'9 
(la Centa Par Gallon) . 

19'6 1947 1948 1949• 

6 6 6 ' 
5 ' 5 s 
6.5 6.5 6.:S .,.s 
; 4.5 4.S 4.5 

4 6 6 ' 
3 4 4 4 

4 4 4 4 

7 7 ., '7 

' 6 ' 6 

6 6 6 6 

3 ; J .3 

4 4 4 4 

,4 4 4 4, 

.4 4 4 s 
5 5 7 7 

7· 7 9 9 

4 6 6 6 

4 5 5 5 

Mauaehuetttt ' 3 3 3 

Jf:lcbip.n 3 3 3, 3 

MJ·me,ota 4 l+ 4 5 

Misa1s-81pp1 6 6 6 ' 

19,c) 

6 

s 
6.S 

.4.5 

' 4 

5 

7 

' 
' 
) 

4 

4 

s 

' 9 

6 

5 

) 

3 

5 

6 

9'l"he Worl4 Alpmac, 1.948, 1949• 1950,, P• 595 •. P• 252, p •. 64'1, P• 623. 



TABLE II (Continued) 

State 1946 1947 1948 1949 * 1950 

Missouri 2 2 2 2 2 

)1ont ana 5 5 5 6 6 

Nebrask a 5 5 5 5 6 

Nevada 4 4 I+ 5.5 4.5 

New Hampshire 4 4 4 4 4 

New Jersey 3 ; 3 3 3 

New Mexico 5 5 5 7 7 

Nw York 4 4 4 4 4 

North Carolina 6 6 6 7 6 

?forth Dakota 4 4 4 6 4 

Ohio 4 4 4 4 4 

Oklahoma 7.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 6.5 

Oregon 5 5 5 6 6 

Pennsyl vanie. 4 4 4 5 5 

Rhode Is.ltmi 3 4 4 4 4 
so· t h Caroli_na 6 6 6 6 6 

,; 

South Dakota 4 4 4 4 4 

T,ennessee 7 7 7 7 7 

TSDS 4 4 4 4 4 

Utah 4 4 4 4 4 

Vermont 4 4.,5 4.5 4.5 s 
Vil:-g,i.nia 6 6 6 6 6 

Washington 5 5 5 6.5 6.5 

West Virginia ; 5 5 5 5 

Wisconsin 4 4 4 4 4 

Wyaning 4 4 4 4 4 

:iashingtcm, D« c. .3 4 4 4 4 

*Int'Ol'!Dati-cm Please Almanac- 1950. p. 267 .. 



In 1949-• Hew Mexieo and North Dakota. increased the gasoline tax by two 

(;enta. Wubingt,on and lfovada lnoreased their tax rate by one end one-half' 

cents per gallon. Six states raised their rate one cent.. The fact that 

1iwenty-.rour .-ta.tea retained their 19'6 gaaollne tax rate throug,h the entire 

period• 1946-19501' inelua:tve,. ia very interesting. 

In 1950 there wre three stat.ea that reduced their tax rates on guoll:ne., 

Nevada and Nol"th Carolllla had a decrease or one eent per gallon, \lhile North 

Dakota dec:re&sed its tax by two ,cents. The decreases in 1950 indicate a 

eome.what ligbt..er tax burden !'or the gasoline consumer in a fw- states, but 

the general treDd -0£ gaaoline truces was upward. Oklahoma, which had a de­

crease in l947 .or two cents a gallon., was the only state to reduce the gaso­

line tax be:tore. the 19:50 decrease-a aent1oll8d above,. 

The automobile· sales tax was in er.teat during the post-war period in a 

majorit7 of the states. As to the etf'eeta ot tbi• tax upon the automobile 

lndnstry, de-ftnitely 11ta80Dllble auumpt!omt are difficult to make. The tax, 

during the 19'6 throagh 1950 period, TfUlg9d tram om,..,hal.t per cent to three. 

per cent with the tax applying to nev .can only 1n some. statea.ll Thia taz 

has been a good .Nftll119 prodncar tor 1118.lV" e'tatea and has increased in illpor­

~ due to the .fact that an elllarged nmber of new cars have been bought 

dur1Jlg the poet-wr period. There are twanv .tat.es that levy DO salea or 

uee tax on either llEN" ctr ll8ed automobiles-_. 

In am.1.p1ng the Uaenae-plate tee-a during the post-var period~ consider­

able difticult)r vas encountered. It was found tha~ motor vehicle, registration 

•ye.ans" of the s.t.atee 'Va1:'3" conaiderabl.7• but most statea begin the:ir license 

period either J8't1.JJAr'3' l or April J.. The registration praet108$ 'ffJ1:'T conaider­

.W.y among :state-a. Seve-ral states register bus,les with ·tru.cka ar entomebilea. 
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In a&I1Ucm to tbeee nsaJ-or cU.tterenoea. tbe ~ ot the .tatea in elaa­

.s.t,s.ng "'1!.Cllea 4ttte eor.ud.derabl7 1n the reglatatiOD or. t«dr-0eba11 .tattcm 

,..._ and ,apea1&1..t.n,e whi.ol.u .re-1-..ecl by the allltarr Nl"V1ce.a. In v-.. 

.-, t.ba Pl"IOtt• 1D 1947 vaa to ~ trucka· et lw t>:ma 1,soo ~ 

•PBcit7 u _._.lhS1•-.12 

The t:lft,t at.ate to l1oeJUle motor 199ld.Glee -. Bev York, bl 1901. Thie 

date•• f'eeit ~or that JW,r wmntect to 954 cJoU... a., 1'°9~ the lloendJIC 

ot ~ W .... genanl.,, and b7 1949·. vlth the ~ -1D •ter 

~•l• reglatr&t1on and ln ~ aomrt.a .obarpd pw· fth!.ale• the re,w 

l"8eebed • t.ota1 f4 'D91!1r)¥ '°°' ml,lJ'ton. clollan • ,-r.lJ ... atatea, hae 

eftahliee4 tla.t ·~ tor all pleuure ,_.., bQ.t. the aoat. OCJi1iiM)U pl"aCt.ioe 

ha.a been to wq the l1emt1e fee ~ to aaa. vatght, horaepo..-, or 

C. 'farioml iao.l Tun Puta1niDg to Puamger Can 

The •Jot"lt,, et the looa1 gowz •nta do not tax the *1:ltc»uobUe ·other 

than the partlOD8.l ~ tax lihich about twut.1 .tat.ea 18'17 e:n4 ill whioh 

oamtiea usaell7 share. More than batt o£ the atat.e.a, diat..:d~ 1IOm9 part 

ot the1r gaaoJ.:1ne. noeipta ·caong thEl loeal unite ot P't•n.mnt-. navally, the 

aountiea., AlthtaDgll the cd.tlea are ~ eatahHah!ng their ollda to a 

,aban tor u. 1*'ing or their streeta. Bo unitond.t,' a:ilrta' u to the ha8!a 

ot di.tri.but.imi. SOl.118 atatea didde the lll0.lleJ' equally aimcmg the OOUDti•a; 

.,_, ntmon to eaoh aounty a fixed peroentqe of the .amount CJOllected within 

ita bm-denJ, wblle-others apportion the f'Ul)d on the baaia of ... JX>pal•tioii. 

~ m11-... or~ ~tration. 

·» 
u. s. PublJ.o. loada ~ Hid,npg: StpiatJ:Sf, 194~"1, p. ll. 

~ Auatln F. Jmerten st.te QoJ!r1,ret .!!!i AN!IGntiof, 
·p. 564.. 



The IIUtomoblle 1• nolWll.17 olaam.tied aa personal Pf'OPWt.t.. It has been 

a ~ tar M1\Y .JJIINOIJll to evade penonal ~ tuea, but vltll the 

automob1le eaab lftate. baa a reacml ot ,Mah ~ In the lllU\Y atatea 

pe:Noaal. pt,Opw.t't.J" ta ntea "'*1'7.- 'ba'fing· 1D a ajorf.t7 et stat.ea. been :re-. 

plaoed by l1eeme lflieaJ ~, 1t 1a liipNat.1.oal to provlcle a alNNI!'· 

ptoture or th!• s-- ot the ta:ation ~ . 



C APTER IV 

THE USED CAR SITUATION IN TEE POST~wm PERIOD 

A. Used Cer Price Trends 1CJ46,..l95(),, Inelusiv.e 

The ~ dealer ·dttring tbe post.war period owned a ·thr1:Ying eater­

priee. The lilhcJrtage o£ new cars, and the increased. demand during this period 

caused the priCff or used cars to go up tc unbellft'able heights. One' ~ the 

1IIOIJt ~ marketa for the utted eer 11118 provided "". the ~ ..,_ 

'doe men who ware being dl.echarged u civll:t.QS. A considerable p~on 

~ these man are dratted into the sen:loe after fitd.alrl.:ng high school" and 

the majority had never owned a oar,. the 8erv:iee men who Ii.a mmed os.ra be­

~ore World Warn usually sold their oars· upon entering the service. With a 

great desire for a means ot t-ransportation after returning to c:i'rllitm llf'e, 

theae mem were willing to~ a high price to se<Nre the cars o:r their cbooe­

l?Jg. 

During Wor1d War II no new ears were available, theref'ore, nov that 

an.tonr:,biles were again available• civilians e.lso wre tryj_ng to improw 

their lllethods 0£ transportation, and perhaps also to impre"le t,heir pre,st!ge. 

Vi.th the ·~ or the.ir var-time ~s,, oeme ·excessive upkeep. Nm1 mxto­

mob11e owners generally wanted to reduce the cost of keeping their car err 

ears in running «>ndi.ti.on. 'l'hese pressures wre intensified by the fact 

that during the la.st decade a t .endeney to shift t o t he outer edges o~ most 

cities· ea'U88d greater dependence upon the automobile:. 

There .are other possible causes for t.he prices ot used c&r.s going up, 

but t he ones presented a:re believed to ha.v:e been the most or.tt~.ng. The 

pent up hack-log of demand for nev ears, the wearing out ot o1d ears,, and 



the langtb ot t1ma to get plaat,a back into vol.me procmction of new cura had 

an outstad1.ZJg .effect upon t.be prioea, ,of the need ears. Table :X givea a 

general new of the trend of ~ pricee.. In 1946• when poe&Lb)Jr the· 

g:reateet llUllll)er of S&m.ce men wre being. di~ the uera-ga used-ear 

price vae conaidered ver, high as compared to the pre.war aperience,.. Occa­

&iomlly an .S.gbt, or niqi,..,~ld ear in good oondition wu known to sell .. 

dttriDg J!J47 for 1001"9 than :l,t coat \!hen .ori,~ bought.. 

The tire and gas rationing must also be taken int.o cone.1.de.ration at thia 

t:lrae. With the diacard!.ng of the tire am, ·gs& rationing in J.946., the av.erage 

oar owner vu dr.tving hie ·c~ e. great deal DK)re, than wartime oondi tiona per­

mitted. Thie tnerea.se in driving ea.used mom wear on the ~ worn cars 

wh.ieh re&mlted tn a greater ·mtIJlbe.r of breek<ioWlUJ and at.ill h:l.gher repair costs • 
. , 

The new eara 'Wh'.teh were be!~ produ~ wre diftiou.lt to oht.ad.a,.. ~hererore, 

in .most cases, beying a good used ear vas better than to put up 'With the in.­

ommmience and repah- aosta of keeping the 8old jaloppy". 

The year 1948 saw an average drop in used.-car prleea or appro~ 

2S to 50 dollare,. The outstanding reason for this decline 1n prj.eea .a tb.e 

tremendoue output of nev oen. An .exceedingly large number or new oera aold., 

released Wied oers vh!oh in turn ,..re placed on the used-car market. Thia 

increase in uaed cars -pl.aced on the roe.rket helped to su~>ly th~ :fem.and and at 

the same, time- reduoed the pri:ees. 

In 1949 :and 1950 the used.-ear prices were successively reduced, \dth 

only the later modela of used care eonti~ t.o bring a substantial price_. 

An interesting oomment in regard to used-car prlcea is -the· obeervatton 

that some economists believe that the asking price on the used.ear lota pro­

T.lde uniqtllt ntree-merket" quotations on the reel value or a car. Get.l61t&l 

Motor-• s list. prioee wre attuned to the ctate of the compa11T' e labor relatiom. 
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Aa a •tt.- of high oarperate poliqy.,.. the. prl..ee 0£ a new Chevl'Olet 'Wf.tS SOll.8-

wha" ·below -,- reasonable estbat.& of what the tratt1c wul.d l:>eer,. At the 

crU1er etTEll1B vas ~l'ruat', whose list prioea refled.ed the crmparv•s 
high aost. at.her than public ·enthusasm for the ~ .. 

an the~ lots an these dietartiQlJS ~ .effortt.eul:7 esposea. 

:tu 1950 JIBlV' ~ dealers were re~ to bmdle ~"' 'Pa·cka:rds . ., 

Iltdsona• Basha, ~ . 8!ld Frazen... Even studebakera~ long the best sell• 

ot 'the tndependenta,. were ·b&ocmdng hard to tnffe. !be ·~u ·.conld be 

bought t.Ne the regular ·~ ~- ftlr as mueb as 250 dollars be.low 

list prioe~ ·through a t'ict!tiouaty high allowance far the t:rada,.1u. .&.ccord­

mg:1.y.,. the prieee .f6 th& 011e. two. and tirree,,.~d tlOdele ol b.ldependente 

were -~.. late tn &prll., 19,0.. tor G'Dnplell' Wlll.tt .ftl'Ct.ar:, 11st. prl.ee 

on tJle· 1950 ~ ~ eedan. 'Wfl8 set. at 21359 dollam1 the 19/i.9 B>del• 

wm .sallbg tor a \iholeaale auction price ot l,.JlO do.1.lars-. On t.he oiher 

hmd,; a two.door st.,ieline de .luxe C~et, listing a't 1.,482 dcdlare ln 

tile 19SO JDOdal.it ws brlngmg 1.450 dollara 1n the 1949 JDOdel..2 .. 
BG one, leeA of all the polit!eall7 eensit.he ~gement of~ 

lbtonl:• would like to law .seen thinp get, ·tough tor· the htdspendente, and 

·uaed es.r prit'IU• 1t 1illSt be note&, are spahle of emggamt.ing aa wall a• 

fmeeasthlg ~ -m mw car sal.ee., One am t,"1ah the .independent automribile 

illmatactar• well am still take same pleasuNl Sn the stubborn. Jndependence 

ot ·the United State. eonsnmar. .l'ti the .88JIIB t!lll8 ~samen \IC"e lectm-!ng 

him on erlle o~ oorpoate. ))te,,e.,, bit he seenie« to haft· ebown a .PHt.'1 

l!nly appreda1dA>ft -o-£· tile pJ'Odtteta tJat, bfgnau \BS preciue!ng., 
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Ann,e Used ~ Cat- Pri09CI b,r Year )f~ 

_ _ (~ 19Ji6.i.l.950,. Iilcl-.ia)*' _ _ _ 
. -

'&er .... 1'46 19/P 19/i8 l.9'9 

1S'J5 

1936 

1m 
l'IJS 

1939 

1'91.0 

]9(1. 

l~ 

lfJ{6 

1'47 

19'8 

19&9 

1950 

• . Z/5 

3(1.)· 

.425 

·'25 

£50 

825 

llOO 

1200 

--
-

•--
450 

S50 

?r)O. 

900 

11?5 

1225· 

--
-

•-

825 

llOO 

111, 

-
- · -

-
,00 

4SO 

,oo 
650 

700 

'1,200 

1300 

1-650 

·--
......... 

-

m 
1250 

1500 

lfU> 

-

so 

1th ·oantmta ot tl:da ~_.. -~ ·fl_.. t.icea fNnt. a~' 

1.'he ....._. ~ -144a ... ,g.twm. ~ a ..-r..i Y-!.w or 'fa . ......_ 

price d ' • IUJGI. ·.hi' JJJ ~ ~ --- tdthollt ~ ' to .... --~ 

·tte. pd._09 • uaec.t .., ~ v.!l1 depend UJII*· t.h& eom'U.tioa ol e40h !d-d:4ma, 

-

1~W• l!l!l.!lll Da'i!lb 19SO~ p._ u.. 
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B,. ·Mercbandi8'-.g ttsed Cars 

·The pst-war .pari.oc:l brough.'t wi.Ui it many ilev am· «xp're.uad u..... c. 
outstand'Tng be11et ot mlq" l'l9LJ-CU' dealers. vas the .fact. that the onl.7 wq to 

sell a new a;, was aa a •clean deal"• In oth«r litW'da,- the -~ wq to se:ll 

a 1IO\I ear· .. f'a; euh O'ltl.y tmd: let the inliiridual wo-was ~ the nev 

Cd'-di~e o£ hie, 1188d e# the beat wq possible~ The ~e of tbis see-· 

tion et the theids is to re?Ml the tn.&.W' ad"fu.~ the JB.~ dealer re-, 

Gd..,_ 1,.J accept!Dc. ,or ft!eJ1 requ!ring thde-ins and to deal with the proble 

~...-ai. 

tradi:tifflalJ7,_ one o.t th& moat ~t ~ ot the. -~ · dea1.er 

~ be$a thi. or selliJitl the used :ears which were traded in ae part. payment 

on .new -can. !t. baa 'llSl18.1l7' 'been ..-.e:a07 t• the mv-ear de&L• to aocept 

used ~a in. -~ to aell a ,satisfactory ,olun.e of new ,cara, s1.nce. the 

.majcitJr ot ·~ blQ'va lilOUld go to ot.het-· deal.ea who wula· ..-apt tootr 

Gld ._.. as a. ~ The praettce .r,t- &eeepting t..rede-1118 baa been <at Gt 

~ :l'e&SONJ the ~bile ~ has hem ·so· nccessM in mG"Cb~iJC 

1ts ~ While it mq haw bean. pouible to s.ell a llmt"ted. llQlllbe;r of 

.w «en on clean deals• the~--- <fbta:fned VOt1ld not haw lleen. sattlcd~ 

to-stt_ppo'J't a deal~. ·flats.,. tJie haa'Oing of ued .ces be become o 

~ 1'metion, :ta the, selling ot new os-e-. 

'llle ob3ectlon ta'C&e th•t there ·were•·~~ poasibilit.tn iJi the usecl­

e• phase or- bas~., When th1a was e:xsd ned closely;, bow.w.er·,. it, was 

leamed. tba't ~ deders- ·hslvu operat«t 'Yfl1!:1 profitably with used c.ars 

a.lone. GEfafiral.17 speeti·ng. -~ deal.es .got, onl7 care that the ~ · 

dMl•e did •t. ~ ; 

Wbi1e the ~ar daa.lc mq i,o.t be able to 1114ke a ash prof'it ~ - each 

~ sale, the ·~ pba• has been uaed to great advantage 1a 



tarrth~ the profits Gt' tnalQ' 4eal•e• .~ operations. Good us~el" 

opar11tfou lead to iDcrea:sed volume ·t>f 1'le\/.-Ctlit" ael.e.a a the f'tttu:re. with 

e.ttendi:eg prot.tta f:t'an wees o£ ~ and accessories. 

~ ~ deal.lll'8:, who weNt sucee&$:tul. during the po~ period in 

~ aa efflcdED'.lt 11~ operation,, w~e alite to prnetlt used~ 

r.tt,,,cka t:r-an. 1mi ting lMnMlnl'· a.ale•, and eJ.so mampd to ~ ~ 

losses .. which Yeft ..,,. t:w during this, period,. tn.n intc-t•ing 1.;,ttb pratite. 

This tvofOld. pc:pose mq be, aecnmpliahed :by selling ·the neceeee17 immber of 

uec! ccs· 8Vi4'Y mcmtb to aw.id the imento:rJ of' 1lSed eat"$ bec:<aiDg too beMY, 

~ellT ~ of'f-seasans; f'orofng the sale ot cars at aacl".U"ices in 

~ to get the J.bnl,er of used eai-s ~ed down to desind. l ,8"81.s. 

The uaed-cqr busiaeas, tor a ~ · deel.•, orl.gillates w:t th the brqag 

of used cars 1rom C'llstaners wo,. 1a tunl-:;- ere batfng new or ued cars ... Be­

e&U.$G allnost ~ Ca'r sale :bm>lves a tzade-in., when the deal.er accepts a 

~~ the ~ of uad Gal'& constitutes one ot the 1noat T.t tt4, pa.rl.e 

·&ta dea'ler*s ,oper.at1ons.. la actual praatice, th:e tr~in allom,ci on. tbe­

us«l .co;r• ~ 1ll a ~ . .ie. datenlinea the new•oaT gross prot~t 

vb!ch ·the msiness ·aa1cea on the new-cttr ,sale. Sl.tbeequentl.z,1 trading !'ta' 

otbe:r used cars ht the '."tz~-.a p:r0Ce88 vill eventual.17 t1x the aotue1 

pl!'Oftt that. ·ma:, be sel.Yagecl. The term tt~ow:nl' refers to the aoeept­

aime of' a usGd ·CO as ·pcO"t of the ori,giDal price ot the nev et.tr alld• 1n bb~ 

nl.ling the used ..,.. to realt.se the profit frm the transaction.. E'ftl"T Sfile 

:bm>lving a trade. had to be watched and c~ J.l!8JWged to bt"iag the 

aa,:'bnlim p?'Gfit into trhe bnaine.88.- To ma:dmi.ze ~ts th~ dealer mRSt be 

caref'ul in ~ l1ftd. ~., "Die be.a1ci pdaelple ia ~ ued eara 1s to 

buy" tliose wbicab can be sold ~. Batur-all7 ~ dealer pratare •fast 

~ cans1 . mt a 11$t ot deairab.1.e, used .ChQr'$ wUl include ·:more tllG jut 



those mekN ,mtel!l aeltt new at a low pri ce. DariJJg the earl:J' ~ pdriod 

these li.eta w.m.aUy ineluded !ll, makes 4D:1 mode1a., Al.most e-, used ._. 

could be ~ . qui~~ it 1 t 'W'P bought pro.petrl.y°fll 

Priee· vu . one ot t.he meat ~ ratcra a selling ·used ~ ·ad 

. · · · ..__._ -4-.....11 ~-4- that made it. .· .ssi"""' ... f.o sell ~ a 1.a.· • jftpilr """"...,.. ~-,.,,,,-.. pa;-~ . . po ~ ' . - Cl>"' 

..ie batda.,, ~ dltal~p-,, OD-.the other hand, at sarietflae ~ ueal 

oar• that vwe 1i:WNn A-art _,..1.,.. to be 1talev .,. •• • Bve:e)tbing pr,a­

a.ibl• =wt, be. dona· bl ,aueh C-98 W get ~ ~ Oaah dliT~ .f.tom the 

~ ~- nlling him a _,, ~. !bis ~te_a pandts a lO\ie uedl'­

car sell1JC pr½ee n that, the sl~ care. can be ,aald without ,..,._s1._ 
,clala7. 

ta tu ·~ 1~1'9'AS 1Mlusiw1 ~. beb1g ~lT soupt,, -eoold. 

&ee;reel.7 be~ ·& probl.ea to :dealers .. In 1949· Gld 1950 the necesa~v -ot 

a.Jing ~ ,en~ beeame apprt"ent. With the eaq sales of the 

t1ret ·thNe ,...a af"ter> ibrld w.tr n. the ~ ~ dealer vho was 

.-atuctant to ~ the proh1.9111f of Used CC'S U8Ually tODDd bis qustm.era 

.onlj" ·'bJo bai,pr to sell their owa Dad ears. Dt.trlng the past two 79ers;i, with 

the Deed or· ._.,asst• ee111ng, moat of the~· deal-. ha"9 deed.dad to 

Ntu:l:Jt to the ~ ded.. There were a t• emeptiom wbm'e the ~ 

&Na•'• ~ vas still bl h~ dllDIIDd., 

c. The! thred Cal" ~er· 

In this e~ of the used-car trenda, e11e o£ the .questioa. that .cane 

iate mind vu wo. ·,._.. the pardlaeara ot \l88d. ocra 1n the pos<t-w• pe.d.ad?· 

This question can be 1:robm da.m ·into ·m&J1¥ 4Qll.--t Pfll"t8 ast Did the 

·uri>&D resident& • mare used c.-a t h&r1 t.he rural resident.a? Did the sUe 

tJt the citr have .,,, et.feat upon the \Uled .... .,.. as compe.r«t to f'almt and 

110D-1'8l'JD femillesT How did the dttterent age o-oup,s ·'blo" used -carat What 



1ncan.G group baught the most uaed ,ears? Do dU'fereat. lswle ot ~ 

enter into the pieturet 

!be data ueed tGr t:hts ~!I Vflin obtained tb:rougb • ·W1"'9'8'T which \lliJ 

~ 1V' the ~ PnbUshblg ~ 1n the monthe 0cf ._._. -1 
' 

~ ot 19.(9., One .or the obj.eet111e9 or this Cartis .....,. ·ns ta ~ 

'ride W~1on aa to 1im> ~ . nev and used•~-• ,-.soma il'iltOvi.,. \Jlil'e. 

obtainetl v!th f'aili.ff, m ·6' citlee ; ,of" 2,.soo p,palat!Qn am. Oft&" 1 1a l3"/ 

towns: ader 2,,.50<l, and: with t...nla. l1T.tng in Opell ·~ · 1n 100, ,roupt;· 

d:ralm. f'Na ll4 ~ ' 

In this sm. ft)• the d1'1'.l.a1en f'4 urbQ and 1'1#81 te.r.r.t·ta,::b• f'o.'UOWil the 

d.et'1nitions· ued 1D the %CM6 ._... ~ OQBpriaea all c:tti• am towna 

with popalatioa ·2,soo ar.Jd over, and ~ ili!dCZ pctl."tttecl p'laoee \'IMC" :2\,500 

popdatioia.. 

~ femll1ea were di'l'idel mto· tam a.i JIOlll4um :ramU.1,_. ln 1~ 

the CMUStm .datined. ·a. ra:nn d the ·1am oa which sane ~tul'al OJ)*at!oa 

was per,tc.meit. !be ~. thehd"ar:•• may ecms~ fam111ea es fant.-. 

al.thwgh the ~ oeeupat:ton vu mt rllJ'ldng., I:a thte- 8'4l'lfll -a :taadl1' 

vu cl~led az; a tairm '.tlld.17 on1.i' whan. the ~ <0ccnq,&tioa of' t2l8 

eb!«r -.e ~ · wu a r~.. !he .tana elassll'1:c.at!on m tM:e report •. 

there.tore,. was 1'10t an iatti,ation ~ a place ot raad.d- mt rather resulta 

ft'an: an ~ - to a que,lt!-on to det<ndne the pri1lc1p1e occupation o't' the 

chiet ·vase-~. Becmn o.f thl:s difference in det!atU., the wmbte' ot 

.tam f'anlltu S'ltr'fe,ed was. ~ 1._ then ~..e ..,,_ JODbR :of .f'd'm 

talfdJjea., 

Rmral ~an:dl>g :f'dD11Uea were def'Jaed as those llYilJC 1n ,open eormtr,, 

am in tow.us Ullde 2,.soo pepulstion vhv-e the ooeapat1on o£ the chi.et -.p. 

earner was not .farm:iic. 'This type ot fllDlily usualq hes a CGV and cb! ueaa 
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lut <teee. not depend ·upon than .- t he soil for liveliheod-

1.'he eurtis sut""f8Y results, as presented 1n Table n, shot1ed that a 

larger pEU"· cent of ·~ t:smi.lies ~ cars that were bought :new' tho wee 

the case with iwal tam111es.. MON used osrs were purchased b., rural tami­

li~ the were· bcmght ay. ·~ t!lll!!ll.ieer. It the ~ resul't$ ~ projected. 

~ the. eatil'e trttiW states_, 1't 1a· seen tl:tat ta<>re f'arailles ·OU'lled etll"s 1D 

1949 vn:tm ~ prchasecf as used eat.& th•. the number who had 'boag:ht nw 

' 
TABLE n 

!fev lJ$ed 

.kfflraga 45.5 54.? 

1.lrbau. 49,.9 50.1 

Jl1sa1 .w.s 59:.2 

!b• tabiea preatmte.4 are tdmple sad •re1'1l161 the desired WOl'maU<m at. 

• glaDCe., Table III ~ . th.at the per .cent. d famillea ~ · can '*1ght 

lleW'.- i.J:lcreaaes vi.th the sise ot tbe ~fa-" ceept that r... t8lldlie& liv!zrg 

ill cities ot 10~000 to, so#ooo population ·the nt!o, et l¥JW' to used cara: 1e 

~all,y hiih• J:t will also be ·.aeet:t 'that 1'milies who 11"18 in ·open e.CJDD­

tl:7. mt do not f"&l'm as an ~-~ blq the lal!"pst pet" ·cent or uad 



!'ABLE%IX 

Cit)r• fe&'tl atJd. l(Qfl"'IFarm 0~ Families~ Cars 
Bought llev am ffsed4 

Jfew Yark Cit., 

1,-000:,.000 and Offl" 

500,,ooo .. m.m 
100,000 - 499,m 

50,000 .. 99.m 
10,-000 - 1,.9,m 

2,soo... 9.,m 
hm: 

~ 

51.3 

48.8 

4'1.2 

'46~ 

54,.8 

46.8 

JrJ..o 

'°-' 

45.6 

AS.? 

51.-2 

52.S 

S, . .S 

45-2 

53 .. 2 

58 •. o 

59 .. 7 

Juatcence: to -~ nn mlieates, that JJ1111'Chasua poW8I" iDct'easea with 

IIP• A lager per cent., 50.,9 per cent to he .ezact,, or- the cars ownad br 

famll1ea wheJ.'ie ·tbe age o£ the ebiaf wage ~ was 4S or ,~,, were l:lou;gllt 

new as cmparl:ld ·V,!th 44.,2. _per cent tar the age group thr.wgb M+. and 2:5..4 

par cent. £or tsmiliea libero t he ~ otr the chief ~ eenc- vaa under 30. 

Tlrl.s- waul.d tend to indicate tl1a.t the 'U88d-ear dealers should concentrate up­

on the young 1'~ man, 

TABLE nn 
~ J'a,mil.1~ _ ln _ _ · Each Age Graqp ~ Cars 

lbight. •• am lhtea:5 

~ )0 25.4 '74-6 
30 • 44 44.2 55.S 
45 and .O'ftW 50:.9 49.J. 



71 

Table :UV illustrates the total ean O'im8d b;r ~ 1Dcclne 

tst.d11e-a,, 52:..,a pa cent were ,cars bcmgbt mw as C(lnpe.nid v.tth 29.1 per 

cent bcmght nev bf lower-hall' tsmiliea. B7 inccme le!Nls the pc" cent 

ot :cars bought new f..m:reases in ~ .rel.at1on t& imane,. Coa.Nt•sely, 

this stnd;r aba.d tlla~ tntllO' families Yith a low 1~ bought a used car· 

as tlltV" were often. not t1na:nciall7 able to purchase a new ont. 

'l.mtZ t!f 

c~. r-.w.. es in. lncome Groupe al)d. Level.a, 
Owning Can Boo,&13 llew ad tJSlliClO 

. Upper Ralf 

tower Ha:11'' 

Inca:oo Levels ,,.soo and 'c.mlr' 

,.ooo -'l.,499 

,.-000 

2,000 

1.000 .. 

'tfnder, l..,000 

52;.s 

29 . .l 

83.6 

66.9 

57.,0 

42 S •• 
,,.2 
2Z,2 

ZJ.7 

47.2· 

70ri9 

16.4 
,1._i 

.u.o 
57.2 

66~8 

71.S 

'16.J 

A:s incf:ma· and edueat1mi tend ~ have a correlation~ <me .might 11a:t;arall7 

·~t to ti.Dd college gndaates Fcbuir.lg lllO~ new cars. The per- eea\ 

ot college f,P:'aduatee who 'bought used ears was very small. The h igh school 

graduate bottgbt approximateb 50 per cent "4 ell tne used cars sold. In­

dividual.s l.'dth & grade school. educati-0t1 er less bought approdmat.el,- 45 pe:r 

cmt of all t he us.eel ears sold,. 



In addition, it. was found that the perS<iffl most llkeJ7 to ow. a_. 

bought used ~ the post;..war period ns 'BGl!lGOne l1'Ving in the ,l"U1:'111 

ar•• rD;tlwugb f'~ was not bis oceupat1on; he was under )0 :,ears ot 

age; am had an am,ttal ~ of -~tel7 1,000 doll&J'a,. 

1.il1 th this int"omatfon, · the u~ deal.$ .. S should direct their er.­

torts tQttt:rd selling people im.o n~ the pr,.tcecling deeerlpM:oa.. One must 

keep 1a mux1. h~. that although the majority or people. of the type 

just ~17 tllseusaed t:iu,' used Clll"e,., JiirObab.17 the largest, potential 

mal'ke't tor used ears 1s usutJl7 i n the mdcD'e· 1neome group wb!.ch mm~ 

by t'ar· the . largest in total. tamiliea ·~sing the grcmp. 

D., Age or Cars in Use· During the Poat,..Wsr PerLod 

During tr ... e post-war period used ec'S were elth,er very old or had beea 

used cmly a short t1me., P.i&D.&-!eged .csrs were noa-e.xi.&tent due to ~ 

production of the var period. 'The abemice of the middlo-.ge4 car· dUrfng 

this peri.Od eontrlbrt.od to the increased d.Elllalld ·and high prlc:ea oE the 

utfed ccrs. '!'he passenger-c~ eoilS\'ll!l1e1" 1.e&rned during this peri_«i 't at a 

car could be driimn conaideriml,7 mare than ·can had been dri'\'en in the 

past .• 

Baak in 1925 1£ ·you. GW:nfiK1 a ear thtt\ ws 6§- yeurs old and had been 

driwn 251000 miles,, chances -we.r:e you bed to ·sell it for jlll'it~ beeause 

that was ttle average age .alld mileage at -which ears in the lhl1 ted States 

vore out. ·ccmpletel.7 at that t:hne. TheJiltfl to the stearly adv~ees mede· m 

autanoti'VB design and enginaanng, a modern car that had . gone 0?1.1.J' 2$,000 

miles or so ,.,,.s regarded, during the ~ period,, as tt just. mice~ 

1:xroka m", and good !'or at lea.st 75,000 m.o~e miles. 



A ree«tlt ~ of n~e passe11g~ life in the Urdted S-tate11 

ind.teated a steat31' tlse in value bnilt ;l.nto automobiles. .A.side £ram.· be­

ing ;much longer and having l!!IUIY more features than es.rlic ces, the 

post1,ar automobi1es were built to last longer than ever betere., 

For example, the :vere.ge c.er s.~epped. in 19.46 ve.s wilt 12.-1 yesrs 

eerlier ,.ind .ran nearly -90,.000 mllee during its lifetime.,7 This average 

figure for -~ of use would be higher if it were possible to lea.'f'O out. 

of' the scra.ppage figQ:res those e&rfl ,mose lives were cu-t short by t~!v 

mishaps .. 

Th'l1s the aver~ ear sarapped in 19~ wasS milt in 1933. Such Cd's 

lacked !!WV' i"eatwes tbnt made the post,.,,we cer more durable such as 4ll 

steel bodies; coil .springlJ; .imp:rovei! trananissionsJ nm DUtlelNJtls hidden 

advances, m«tde· sinee 1933, in engines end other perts of the cars. 

Over the 7eara United Stat.ea cars have been. lasting lo~ and trave-1• 

!qr more miles par yec,,. The CU' sChpped m 192S~ nth its .2,.,000 an • . 

~ ltt~ trff-4., had been 11S:ed an aftl"age at lesa ·t.hea 4 .• -000 miles par 

year., By 19.41 this yearly ~l ave:rap vu· nearl7 8.1000 Jlliletl. Gar-a 

SCJtapped that yoa;r aneraged m.,soo mU~s of lifet.hne trawl and. wen 1-0.2 

~s old., 8 In 1950 the $Tarltge car ~ed about 9,,500 miles, a year:.. 

The nev eers· prodttCBd in that year got. more use than older ears 1 'beeause 

as cars get o1der tb.e,- ar~ driven fever mile& yegly,. 

!able XV reYeala the mnbezt and: per eent -of pallsenger ,ca):"a in uso, 

claaaif'i.S 1V" age gx"Orlp8 as of July l ot each yesr. 1~ tbrwgh 19:50-,­

The vaeaneiee in the table show t.be years 1a whieh. no au.tcmo'blles were 

prod\lced~ 1943 - 1945, imlusifll •. 



In 1946 it is obsm-ved that approximately $9 per cent or the passenger 

cal"'& in use were five to nine years of age.. Thirt,-f'ive: per cent ver& 

ten or mare years .. oJ.d, am. cml7 six _par Cl.mt W'e?'e less than five yeas 

old. The 1941 model ~ · eonsti tuted perhaps the la:r~at 'm'lmber. ot -care 

in use in l:~,. ss Wor1d Wa;r- II began. before very m&llJ"· 1942 models were 

prodweed.. The autanobile indrurtry in 1942 converted to the producag of 

war mate.rial •. 

'?able ff reveals that in 1947 45.2 per ·eent of the· passenger ears in 

use wel'e' :N:ve to nine 7ee:ra -&ld. "!''he. cars. which vere-. ten or more ye,ars 

o1d.~ made up 42.2 -per cent 0£ the total iD use,. ~ 12.6 per .cent vere 

less than tlve years. old. These £1~ seem to indicate that the -older 

eu-a1 perhaps the ten to welve year olds. vrere holding their own ecmpared 

to the standings of t.be other cars., 

!n 19-'8., the 19~ modti.e still represented the l.argeet lling!e :um. ts ct 

ears in use amounti'l'lg to U .. S pc- cernt of the total. The ~ased pi-o­

,auetion of c,a;-e"' dt1ring the first three 7ears o:f the post-nl' period• 

bl"onght the st.anding of ea.rs Wlder five ,-ears of age up to 22.9. pm-~ 

of all ~sin use 1n 1948,., The~ csrs that itere 1'1ve to a1De , 

years of age mount.ad to 35.2 per cent. . The ~~ cars amomitea 

to 41..,9 pol' eent o~ all ears in ;use !n 1948-., 

Reeord pc~ outpit or replaoanent perts tor autam.ob-U.. helped. t he 

United States motorist keep in use about 14 taillion ears in 19'8 which 

nol"msll7 wou.ld hav.e been in the s.utanoblle craw ,.-a;rd8',. Th$"e were care 

ia 1948 that were lJl.01"9 than ten 7eara. old,, and past the age at '\411:cb the 

&Terage car was scrapped il'1 p:re-ve.r years. In f'aet, in 19'8, two millio.n 

cers uere l~ore years old., 



. 
:• u.__• J. p 

Classif'ied by 

:·n 1 /, 
Yeers ;O .. cont cc=:t 

Under l 480 1 .,8 l,367 5.0 1;67) 5 •. 2,63 8 • .3 ,.,,9::.9 - .3 

1 - 2 0 o.o 2,.056 7.6 3,100 10. 4 2,981 9.1 11- ,935 1.3 .. 9 

2 .. 3 0 o.o o.o 2 48 6.9 .3' 9.4 3 , ;;33 ~ I" 

' 
.._ .. .., 

3- A 0 f\ 0 ·.o 2,047 6 • .J 
3.,052 8.5 • • 

4-5 997 .o o.o o.o 0 o.o 2,032 5,. 7 

5-6 4,104 16. 5 1,065 3.,9 0 o,o o.o 0 o .. o 

6 - ? 3,182 12 .. 7 4,096 15.,0 1,012 3.4 0 o.o 0 .o 

7 - 8 2,,426 9 .. 7 3, ll3 l 4 4,004 13. 5 1,006 3 .. 1 0 o.o 

8-9 1,736 7 .,0 2/379 8;,7 .3,093 10. 4 4, 5 12. 999 2.r< 

9 - 10 3,390 lJ.6 1,679 6.2 2,345 7,.9 3,089 9.5 3,955 .o 

lC-11 2, 93 ll.,6 3,304 1.2 1,662 5.6 2,326 7.1 3,033 n.5 

11-12 1,675 6.7 2,790 10.2 3,186 10. 7 1,621 5. 0 2,?..1.,5 6.2 

12-13 1, 21 4.1 1,592 5.8 2,657 9.0 3,0?5 9.4 1,4 0 Li- " 

1.3-14 607 2.4 967 3. 5 l,1:-90 5.0 2,495 7. 7 ,709 7~6 

14-15 ,369 1. 5 568 2.1 886 3 .. 0 1,035 , .. 1 2,075 5.8 

15-16 626 2. 5 31/:> 1.3 509 1.7 762 2 .. 3 1,053 2 .. 9 

16-17 596 2.,4 596 2. 2 .317 1..1 4.35 1.3 567 6 

17 and t.'J) [~ ~ . 1 , ,277 5 C 1,232 5.8 5 •. 2 l,2657 _k:2 __,_ -24,991 lCO. O 2?,285 100. 0 29,714 100.0 100. 0 3:5,f,24 lOC. O 

(:o.c . cl .ss interval. incJ:~cs the lo:ror , but not th .. l.dg.'. ' t.•G 6iv 

9 u ·or:,,obile acts ana Fi0 ' cs , 1947, 1948, 1950. 



-
Replacenent paX'ta outp-lt r eached an all-time high in 194? of Z.3 

billion dollars 1n wholesale va1ue. 'l'hi.s was three times. t he highest 

post-war record.10 B1' e<tD.pllrison, the ,'41olesale value or all United. 

Sta'p6S motor· vehiole;1 built 1n 1947 was 5.6 billion dollar&.11 So the 

parts business , was about ;o per cent of the total industey outpllt. '!'he 

output of repl.aement perts in 1947 va.s 11sed to ke~p the o1d ears on the 

road in: 19.48~ 

Table XV shows tha~ )2.9 per cent ot the ears in 1949 were le-ss than 

fiw ,ears ·old std .1,,4.'9 pet"~ ~~-:i.•e umer five years ·!n 19'0. ~ tiff 

to nine year ol~ vere 24.:9 pc cent in 1949 and 13,8 per· cent 1n 1950. 

!he ten year end older ll!Odels van& still a sizable portion of ~n ears 

:tn uae ill 1949 and 1950t aeeomt1ng ~or-.42.2 per .eent &Dd '1.3 per cent,: 

respeet,ivalJ',. 

!s the ~tuat1:on stood in 19~0, there were DO- midole-aged cs s 1n the 

United States. Fiw,,. six, ands~ model.a were ndssbr t.run the 

pa:ss~e:r popal.at:!on. Thay represe'll't a "lost generaUon" of' antQnobilee 

resulting. t'rm the World War II interruption 1n p.roduet1on. 'their .ranka 

were .tilled largel:,- by w-i.ans e1.ght-or-«nc!l'e years ~ age. 

· Post-var prodaction ranldl.7 rep1-.shed the 9'1ppl.J' of ymmg ·ears, btlt 

it had not, b7 1950,,. entirely made up ftJr t he lost gonaration tha:t by 1()50 

would have been mlddl.e-eged.,. Paasenger cars in 195'0 vere ei't,her young ar 

eld,, with no~. In tel,ns of mnben, t he nation's supply or 

automobiles va.s peatar than ever bef'oret mt !n terms of -ce;r rage, 8lld. use 

potential, the nat ion was not. aa well off as it wea 1:a 1941. More -than one­

third of the cars in opm."ation were old 8llOUgh .in 19SO to be scrapped. 

10 
AutcrnobUe J'act1, October 1948, P• 6-. 

11 . . 
Ibid,., P• 6. 



In assessing the eeonoodc val ue of t>llY kind or tool, 1 t is neeessa17 

to account for age and depree at1~. The same holds true for autanob1lea 

in their primary role as eesentiaJ. transpo.rt tools. ill tools wear out 

eventually t and the-1.r ~eieney dim.nishe.s as they gro,.,1 ot~~. 

Tho nation' s passenger ear population was much ol der in 1950,- then 

it was in 19.U,.. The average car in 1950 ves 7.S, years old, e~pared \.ritb 

the pre-war ~age age ot 5.5 yeara.12 In 1941 less tb• ~b .c,r 

all automobiles were ·beJ"(md seYen ~s or age. In 1950,. mere thP.J'l one,.. 

hal£ of the 'Cal'S on th.e road m1re in th t el.ass. 

tack or middle-aged ee:rs during the pos:t-tmr period. created a sericma 

gap in tho supply of used cars, upon which a great proportion of the popa­

lat1on depends,.· Since· the r ate at which old ears dropped out of e.erviee 

was high, th&; nation"·s supply or automoti,-e traaspcrt toola tUmin1eshed 

npidl7 and v1ll continue to drop it the new· ear prodtlcti011 should have to 

be cut off ago.jn-. 

The cers during the post-var period wer-e tired veh1cles.,.: They not Ofll:7 

gave long yesi:~ o'£ service• bnt l181"e stlbject to hard usage as wel.L.: 

The current high prices ct~ new autanobiles may cause a :genc"8l .l~ 

en1ng of the period of use lltosi; people pl.an to de.rtve rrte their ea:rJt The 

experi'eaee of the var period p?'tW8d t hat ears cen be· used for longer perioda 

12 . . 
Automobile Facte , Febn.ta.1:y, 1951, J>• 4.. 



CBlPTm V 

COUCtlJSIOlf 

In bringing to a dlose ·tlds stucty or the mrkeU!tg of a1.11t.or.:o.1>nes dur1ng 

the ·post...w.r. period, !t might be w1 t.o red.ew, briefly, tlle more outstand­

ing phenoJDena. tba~ have· been noted, MlowirJg, for purposes of' easy rererenc:,e. 
11noh the same sequmu,e ~ in ·the lDO'r8 detailed part 0£ the "''Ork• Thie 

vlll be tollovecl by- such .~ as ~ log!l!lBl am ded.ahl.e tn termi­

naU:ng tbe ~. 

!he ~ e.tt«sts ·o1' the ~ periQd on vendota o.f the passenger 

CDl" mi be stated aa, Changes 1n relaU"l8 sale& st.and!ng by Jlajor }')1"0dnc1ng 

fi:ts md individmd ,sabs!~j ~ 1n 1JfBriber of dmlers and d~ 

ut'Qre Wld ·~ of the prlee phase of autome>Mle ~.. Geneml. f-t>bJn., 

wiob was the leader ·Sn the field at the ~ · of the po&~ p«rtod• 

vas at "the end .of the p$:'iod etm 1ee.ding., c,orim:ndfng approrlmiieq SO pc' 

.cent or the totn1 sales o:f tile a.utc:m>We mluatt,-. !be ·Ford ~ ~ 

111as next :tn line~ fDUowed b,y o, ¢hl7aler Oorpere:t!on. !heee ~ are 

~ ~EIIT.e4 to as the. -t>ig t.bree'' 1n tbe at.onllb-ile precmc1ng f'iel.4. 

trat~. t.he onq ant.standing ~ bl the ·COi" produc1ng hldustey 

during "this period,, mde a remrkable ·showing in the ;yee:rs 194"7 and 1 ~, 

outran1dng .aueh ·Gld .+.&b11.she4 ~- as ~. Packard, Hudson and 

lluh. The Ysa!s~Mir • In the latter pert 0£ the period studied, lwtt a 

pmt1an "4' the pre;st!ge· i't bad gained. 

h ot:angea in aambe.r of dal.en and d!s~ dUrlng the period 

1~950, !nelu.st1e •. were d!fflmilt to anal.yae,• as the mil,y de.ta a,ailable 

were yaart,- tatela., ·These yea:rly 'totals 1nd1-ca.ted a eonsistetttly- ~ging 
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nu.mber of dealers during the period s~. Pao~mler relati'ons 1n 

t d.s period btd a pr<md.s!ng outlook• as changes here were believed to ba-w 

been of nejcirr _,Ol"tiance in bri.11-g!ng nearer· a solution of the troublesome 

and 1~ probl.SIIB !n factory...deal«r- relations., The chief' ~ 

ment 'Wris the settlng. up ,o'f com.ells that provided the deE\lera \dth bette,; 

clm.nuels whereby~ conl-d •hope to solve the1r;prohlems:at tap poli~ 

levels .• 

"!'he !frieeJJ ,CJ£ passenger· CU'"S, during the post-iwar period:, vith some. ftN 

8't08ptiona, ~ stoodll7 upwm.od. ~,et \a.S found to be the l.owest,.. 

pr!eed car,, 1n the sfandar&.sisse cm" cla.trs,., ~ the ent1re period, ui-th the 

ezeeptSon ot the price of the Plsnx,tttb !n l~-.49 .. Regulation w, vbieh was in,.. 

eluded in the pricing phase, eree.ted the necessity for changes in facto17 

illoce.Uons. at GtrS.. ·ftie Jaetropolitan areas a:ipc:1enced a, ctee:rl8Se m denetld• 

bat the anall ~ aroo.s .still clamred: 1"~ au~,. . 

!tie ~s in \lhfch consumen ~ passenger oars reacted. in .tJJ& ~ 

pertaa vere ~ined 1n an aml:ys1s o;f trenas !n sates" the dSlll.U'ld fttt" ,con-: 

tJ'Ulil8r dtirrible goods~ the tlO'te.ble ~ and ~ 1n design of 11X>Ull'" ears., 

and the trena.a tn ~ pl'Gduetion by body· types. 

GenElral Jbtm.e had. ~sea :the stand:tne or all its mkes dtlrbtg the .. 

po~ period., Chovtr'Olet.. was in th& top po.s1:tlon nth 'P'(xrd f'ollowi:ag next 

in lhm g1~ it .strong C01lp8t1'.t!on espee1al.ly· bl 1950. The mat. 110f.ahle 

gaJn 1n rank 1illS m&!I by ~ vhieb was in el.en.nth place in 191.6 .em 

:mooed 1o seventh place h 1950. 

flle denm'Jf! .ftr Q'!lft piled up because of t.he ~on ,-rs or World 

war n and the ~sad dependenee upon. the aU'WiDOblle as the ·trenrs of the 

population UlS· tm.ie.:n.t suba:rhm 8N88. This heav ~ ·~ fer oars 

~ tdth 1~ new de81gne such as nutamtic tramm1ss1ons with lower, \ddea:' 



appearance 1n the body design. Thi s period also witnessed an increase in 

window and windshield area. The most outstanding change in motor design 

66 

va.s t e increase in horsepO",,ler and possibly the shif"t to v-e!gbt type motors .• 

The trends in passenger-car production by body types reverued. that the 

f'our-door sedan contimled t.o be the most popular body type, closely followed 

111' t e t wo-door sedan. A new body style entered t e market during this 

period. It wa.s the "He.rd Top" substitute ~ the convertible, and had a very 
. ' 

good acceptance. 

!axa.t1on in the mitomoblle field was broken down into J'ederru., State, 

and Local. 'The Federal tax dealt with the excise tax on the passenger ~sr, 

tires and tubes, gasoline and lubricat i on oil. It wa.s found that the tax 

~te on e.ars was seven per cent on sales. The r ate on tires and tubes 

amounted to five cents a poum on tires and nine cents on inner tubes. The 

lulr1cating oil was taxed by the Federal Oovex ment at a r ate or six cents 

a gallon. 'l'he amount o~ revenue collec-ted f'ram these taxes amounted to ovar 

a billion dollars in 1950. The main enpha.sis or stat-e taxes w s placed on 

gasoline taxes. The trend of tax r ates was in an upward :movement, with maxtJ' 

of the states increasing the gasoline rate, during the period .studied. 

Louisiona had the highest tax rat e of nine cents a gallon in 1950. 'nle most 

81gnif'1eant locaJ. tax on the automobile was the personal propezty tax, as 

this is a field 1n itself no concise 8tlil1l1arY is practieel here. 

The used-cer situation in the poswrar period was of great importance 1D 

the marketing of automobiles. The problan was analyzed in its major parts aet 

used ear price -tretrl.s; merchandisil'lg used ears J the used cer pm-chaser-, and 

the age o!' cars in use. 

The used-car price trem was to,;..mrd increased prices in 194'1 and 1948, 

w1 t h a gradual decline in the rana1ning years. The large danand which was 
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present tlm1.ng this period was bNfflght abont by the return ot mill ions ot 

service men .and the lU't!ng d gasoline and tire r ationing,. The poet-war 

pariod saw many new car dealers se1Jing ea.rs and not acc13pting trade-1na. 

This old establi,,hed poliq ot taking trade-ins helped to l:m.ld the snto­

·moblle industry, and the reason tor not eccept1ng the trade-ins was perhaps 

that the dealers did not understand the advfflltagea of doblg eo.. There ie 

also reason to believe~ dealers were v1rtwJl.l.y •stealing" used ears 

tl-aded in aa a mendatm.7 requiranent to obtaining• new one. Perhaps same 

dealers wished ant.1:rely. to avoid arr., c1aim that Uley ware dealing in suab a 

.manner. A StU wy ocmc1gcte4 by the Curtis Publishing C<ll1peDT in 1949 showed. 

that rural fmnili&s ro,' more used et!tr8 t han f'amili-es of urbG residence .. 

'l1le .survey al.so rewaled that education, age m.i the s:i.ze .of the c:1 ty \there 

a person lived d1 created dif'.f'ereDCeS 1n the parchasing of used car.s .. The 

study or the age of cers in use during the ·post-var period revealed that the 

cars in use during this period were older t han those of ans period pl"ior to 

1946. It va.s also seen that there were no middle-aged cere, beeause World 

War I1 stopped the production in 1942.. The sverage ear in 1950 was 7 .s years 

old canpared w.l th the }'.Jr'El-War average or 5 .5 yeere. 

In concluding, it might be said that the post-war period has .seen two 

major f'actora , ,production end distrl.bllt!on, expand. to meet. the increased need. 

Tbe system in its external appearance still ranaiDs about the same.t bat sane 

of' the umerlying concepts have changed £or the betterment, it "WOUld appear, 

of the industry. It m,q be . ~esumed that a narrowing of producers is in 

prospect and t hat only the strongest will survi"flt. However; aa long as snch 

indi:vidual f'irms as Ford and Chrysler rmiain in the tieldt ther,e appears to 

be no threat o:f monopoly. Indeed, there is nothing natural.17 monopolistic 

about the industry so far a.a the 14"iter has been ahle to observe. 
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1951 United States Vehicle Fees and Taxes 

- - · 
LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 

CERTI FI CATE VEHICLE 
STATE AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR OUPLI• EXPIRA· GRACE TRANSFER OF TITLE INSPECTION GAS SALES •usr OTNER 

CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

ALABAMA Under 2 , 000 $1, 10 Plates Sept, 30 Nov, 15 25¢ Not Not requ I red 8¢" t of IJ t of IJ Personal 
I bs,, $5, SO; Oupl icate $1, Platea requl red but cities My on new on new pro,erty 
2,000-2,soo 2s,. Card, stay on have I oc:a I I aw cars cars taxes at 
lbs,, $9,SO; 2~¢• Ex- no fee car when only, bought varied 
2, 000-3, 250 p1rea sold baaed on out of rates 
lbs,, $13.50; every full state 
Over 3,250 odd yr, price of 
lbs,, $18.50, car 
Monthly re-
ductions for 
first regis-
tration 

ARIZONA Before July Owner•,, Platea Dec. 31 Jan. 31 50¢ Original fl; lot w· 2J of lone •1n I leu• 
--$3.SO; none; $1, Platea Transfer I; requl red value tax, rate 
After July Others Card stay on Dupl, 50¢ on new fixed 
1--$2 sot; Du- 50¢ car when & UNd annually 

pl 1cate sold car,, 
50¢, Li- baNd 
cenae on fill 
good price 
unti 1 of car 
revoked 

ARKANSAS 6½¢ per hp, + $1, Ou- Plate Dec, 31 Jan, 31 50¢ Requl red lot .. ,. 2J on lone Personal 
wt, tax, Unde1 f' lcate !'. Plate required 11ew & pro"rty 
3,500 Iba,, I, E1- ard, 1tay1 on ... d tax 
27½¢ per I 00 plre1 $1 car when cars, 
1 ba, ; 3, 50 I • each sold baaed 
~.soo Iba,, year on f•l 1 
30¢; Over Dec, 31 price 
~,100 Iba,, of car 
32 ¢• Reduced 
! Ju I y I, ! 
Oct, I 

CALIFORNIA Flat rate $6 $2,00 Platea Dec, 31 None $1 Original no lot .. ,. IJ on 3J on None 
+ I icenae Dupl, 50¢ !'· tachn 1- PlatH fee; Trana- r911ulred new & new & 
fee of $2 per Good for ard, cal ly stay on fer $ I; Du- ... d UNd 
$100 of ur- , years $1 but can car when ,1 lcate $1 cara, cara 
ket value, froa date be ap- sold baNd bought 
Add' I fee of of i11ue pl lad OIi fll 1 out of 
$3 if pre- · for un- 11dce atate. 
viou1 ly re- l ti I of car .... d 
g i ,tered out Feb. IJth on fill 
of state, 

_l 
11rlce 

Monthly re- of car 
duction1 for 
first regi1-
tration 

•state gasoline tax Increase propoaal •xPACted to be Introduced during IHI leglalatlve ae11lon. 
United States and Canadian Auto License Fees and Taxes for 1951, Supp1Emient to Report No. 602 



LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 

STATE 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR DUPLI- EXPI RA- GRACE TRANSFER OF TITLE INSPECTION &AS 'lALES wusp OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE -

COLORADO Under 2,600 $1, Du- Plates Dec, 31 Jan, 31 $1, Original 11; Required at 6¢* 2% on 2% on Specific 
lbs,, $5; plicate !'· Platea Transfer I; tiae plates new and new and ownership 
15¢ per 100 $1, Ex- ard, rnain Dupl, $1 are put on, I used used tax col-
I bs,, froa plres no fee with July I, Fee, cars, cars lected at 
2, 600-IJ, 500 every owner so; per in- based on bought tiae 1 i-
1 bs,; 60f 3rd yr, when spection balance out of cense 
per 100 bs,, on 1 i- car Is after state, issued at 
above ~.soo censee's sold credit Based on varying 
1 bs, Reduced birthday for ful I rates t May 1, ! trade-in price of 
ct, I car 

CONNECTICUT To 3,500 13 plus Plates Feb, 28 None $1, Not req11 I red $1 fee when .. ,. 2% on 2~ tax None 
1 bs,, $7: 2 for $5, Platea car enters I st re-
3.,501-~,500 exu,na- Markers 1tai atate, Vol- giatra-
1 bs,, $9: tion; t I' wit untary in- tion of 
Over ~. 500 each ard owner apection at new or 
1 bs,, f I I, succeed- so; when authorized used car 
One-ha f ing year car 11 garar•· 
reduction $3, Du- •old •spo lnapec-
Oct, I pl icate, tlon• by uni-

so;. Ex- foraed in-
pirea apectors 
Apr i 1 30, 
each yr, 

DELAWARE To .. ,000 $1, Du- Plate Mar, 31 None Nona, Original I Required an- s; None None None 
lbs,, $8: pl icate, t I, 50, or June Plate tranafer $1 nua11y at 
Over ~,000 $1, Per- ard, 30, or re11ain1 without in- atate lnapec-
Iba,, $12, aanent so; Sept, on car cuabrancah tion stations; 
Six aonth I icenae 30, or upon f 1 ,50 wit No fH 
period, ½ $5 if Dec, 31 tranafar ncuabrance; 
of fee f. safe rec- of title Dupl, 50¢ 
$1, Three · ord for 
ao, period, 3 years 
t,of fee f. in Del, 

DISTRICT OF To 3,500 $3, Du• Platea Mar, 31 None $1, Original I Raqu I rad an- .. ,. Iona 2% ex- Peraonal 
COLUMBIA lbs,, $5; pl icate, $1, Platea tranafer $1 nually at ciae tax propert' 

3,501-IJ,500 so;. Ex- Card, rNain each if official on the tax of 2 
Iba,, $8; pi rea 3 so; with title clear, ,tatlon, FH fair per $100 
Over .. 500 year• owner $2 with in- $1 urket valuation 
lbs,, $12, after when cuabranca; value 
½ reduc t ion iuued car 11 Dupl, $1 charged 
after Sept, date aold when 
30, Redu1.r.d oriyinal 
½ Sept, 30 tit e 

luued 

•stat• gaaolina tax lncraaH propoaal expected to be Introduced d1rin1 1151 le1lalatlve ••••Ion, 



LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 

STA rE AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR DUPLI- EXP IRA- GRACE TRANSFER 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

OF TITLE INSPECTION GAS SALES "USE" OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

FLORIDA To 2,000 $1, Ou- Plate Dec. 31 Jan, 15 No fee. Original 11: Not required 7¢" None None None 
1 bs,, $5: pl icate, $1 + Plate Transfer I: 
2, 000-2, 500 25t, Ex- 25t reaaina Dupl, 50¢ + 
1 bs, , $10; pi res serv, Iii th 25¢ service 
2, 500-3, 500 each yr, fee. car 111hen charye if 
1 bs,, $ I 5; Oct, I Card, sold handed 
3, 500-q, 500 no fee through 
1 bs., $20: local tag 
Over 'l, 500 bureau 
1 bs,, $25, I 
Reduced ! if I : 
acquired aft- I 

I er June 30; ! I 

I 
a Sept, 30; $5 ' I 

I .. inimum ' 
I 

.--
I Apr. I Not GEORGIA To 2,500 $1, Ou- I Pl ate : Dec. 31 I 50t, requ i red Not required 7¢ None None Persona 1 

1 bs. , $1, 50: pl icate, $I. I Pia te property 
Over 2,500 50¢, Ex- , Card, remains taxes at 
1 bs,, $I , 50 pi res so, 

I 
with varied 

+ $1 for June 30, car upon rates 
each add' 1 each yr , 

i 

title 
500 1 bs, No Family transfer 
periodic re- license, 
duct ions 50t for 

spouse, 

I 25¢ each 
minor, 
Five yr, I 
license i I $5, I 

I I 

IDAHO Flat rate, $1, Ou- Plate Mar. 31 

I 
Hone None, Or i g inal 50t: Car bought 6¢ None None None 

$5, No peri- pl icate, $2, Pla t es Transfer 50¢: out of state I 
I 

odic reduc- 50¢, Ex- Card, stay on Ou p 1 , 50¢, I f must have 
ti ons p i res on 50¢ car upon previously prompt motor 

1 icen- I transfer licensed in inspection 
see's of title another 
birthday state, $ I 
every 2 
years 

ILLINOIS To 25 hp,, $1, Ou- Plates Dec. 31 None, $1 i f in Original 50¢; Cities over 3¢• 2% on None Persona 1 
$6,50: 26- pl icate, $1 each but ex- same hp, Transfer 50¢: 'l0,000 popu- new & property 
35 hp,, $1, Ex- Card, tension classi- Oupl. 50¢ lation may used tax levied 
$10,50: 36- pires on 50¢ granted f icat ion, provide corn- cars 

50 hp,, $17: 1 icen- Plates pulsory in - sold by 
Over 50 hp, , see ' s rema in spection dealers 
$22, ½ year birthday with in state, 
f ee if car every 3 owner based on 
bought after ~ears when car fu 11 
July I is sold price 

•state gasoline tax increase proposal expected to be introduced dur i ng 1951 legislat i ve sess i on, 



LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 
CERTI FI CATE VEHICLE 

STATE AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR OUPLI- EXPIRA- GRACE TRANSFER OF TITLE INSPECTION OAS SALES •usE· OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

IND I ANA Leu than 2S u.2s. Plate Feb. 28 None $ I If in Original f'; Not requ I red ,,. None None Persona I 
hp,: To 2,500 Ou p I., !'· ·-· Trana fer I; property 
Iba., '7: To $I• 2S. ard, claul- Dupl, $1 tax levied 
3,000 ba,, Expl rea no fee f I cation 
,8: To 3,500 on laat 

bs,, $9: day of 
Over 3,500 I icen-
I bs,, $10, aee•a 
Over 2S hp,: birthday 
To 2,500 •onth 
Iba., $10: 
To 3, S00 
Iba,, $11: 
Over 3 SOO 
Iba,, $12, 
Reduced½ 
Aug, I 

IOWA 140t per 100 SO¢, Ou- Platea Dec, 31 Jan. 31 so,. Not requ I red Cltlea I towna ,,. 2% on 2% on None 
1 bs,, plus pl i cate, so,. Platea aay provide new and new and 
add' 1 tax: 2St, Ex- Card, atay on for coapulaory used used 
First Syrs,, pires on so, car when lnapectlon cara, cars un-
l%ofl11t I icen- sold based on less 2% 
price; 6th 1ee 1 1 fu II tax was 
yr,, a of I~ birthday priae of paid in 
of 1 ist: 7t every 2 car state 
& 8th yrs,, years purchased, f of I% of Based on 

ist; Over 8 ful I 
yrs,, 1/10 price of 
of I% of car 
1 is t. Mon th 1 y 
reductions 

KANSAS $6,50 + 35¢ $1, Ou- Plate Dec. 31 SO¢ per 25¢, Oriyinal SO¢; Not required st•• 2% on 2% on Personal 
of gross wt, pl icate, $1, aonth Platea Dup ,, SO¢ new and new and property 
in excess of 50¢, Ex- Card, pena 1 ty reaain used used taxes -
2,050 1 bl, pires on 25¢ after with cars, cars levied on Quarter'l y July I Feb, 15 owner based on bought basis of reductions of odd when car balance out of local if car years is sold after state, chattel acquired credit Based on rates after start for fu 11 
of regis- trade-in price of 
tration yr. car 

I 

'State gasoline tax increase proposal expected to be introduced during 1951 legislative session. 
' 

''Possible extension of It temporary gasoline tax which expires June 30, 1951, 
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LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION i STATE TAXES 

CERTIFICATE I Yl:ii i Ci.c ~ 

-STATE AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR DUPLI- EXP IRA- GRACE TRANSFER OF TITLE INSPECTION GAS SALES wusEw OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

KENTUCKY •~-50 .. 50¢ $1. Du- Plate Dec, 31 Mu, I ,, .50. Not required, Not required 1; --- 3% on State, 
clerical fee, pl icate, 50¢ + P ate Ownership new and county and 
Monthly re- 2~;. Ex- 50; reaains transferred used City per-
duction on p1 res clerk with car by bi.JI of cars. aonal 
new cars and Ju I~ 31, fee. when sale in Exeap- p·roperty 
cars brought eac yr. Card, sold triplicate tion taxes 
in fr011 50; fora levied other states avai I-

able for 
non-re-
aidents 
pre-
viously 
regia-
tered 
out of 
state 

LOUISIANA Flat rate, $1, Ex- Platea Dec. 31 Feb. 6 *'· Original $1 Not required 9; 2J on None None 
$3, No cept in $I• Platea 

I new and 
periodic cities Card, reaain 

I used 
reductions over $1. on car cars 

300,000 when I 

pop., $2 sold i 
MAINE To 17 hp., $2, Du- Plate Dec. 31 Feb. 28 $2 t, any Not requ I red Required twice s;• --- None Excise 

$10: 18-2~ pl icate, 75;. d lffer- a year, Apri I taxes. 
hp,, $12: 25t· Card, ence in I Oct., fee, Miniaua $'5, 
25-30 hp,, Original 25¢ regis- so; each aaxi•u• 
$1~: Over 30 driving tration after 7th 
hp,, $16, teat fee, fee year, $10 
Reduced½ $1• Ex-
Sept, I pirea 

each yr,, 
Dec, 31 

MARYUND To 3,700 $3.SO, Plate Mar. 31 None f I• Oritnal $1 Not required s;• 2% None None 
Iba,, $15: Dupl, so; $1 Pates ., 2 excise 
Over 3,700 Good un- each, reaain tax of fair 
Iba,, $2,, til re- Card, with aarket value. 
Reduced voked so; owner Transfer $I; 
Oct, I Oupl. so; 

-
MASSACHUSETTS To 30 hp,, Original Plate Dec, 31 None 'I. Not requ I red Required twice 3;• --- None Excise tax 

~3: 30-"0 $6: Re-' !1· P ates a year, Apr I 1 baaed on 
p,, $~.so: newal $~; ard, reaain I Oct,, fee, car value 

~0-50 hp,, Dupl, $1 $1 with so; each 
$6: 50 hp,, owner 
I over$7.SO, when 
Reduced½ sold 
Oct, I 

•state gasoline tax increase proposal expected to be introduced during 1951 legislative aeaaion, 
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LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION I 

- - -
I 
I STATE TAXES 

STATF AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

DUPLI- EXP IRA- GRACE TRANSFER OF TITLE INSPECTION GAS ·sALES "USE" OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE --- -- >------ ------1-------

I 

MICHIGAN 35¢ per I 00 $1,25, Plate Feb, 28 None $1, Oriyinal $1: Not required 3¢• 3% on 3% on ljO,, P 

lbs, Reduced Dupl, $1, $1, Plate Dup , $1; new and cars 
½ Sept. I Good for Card, remains Transfer $1 used bought 

3 years no fee with car cars, out of 
from when based on state, 
issue sold I fu II based on 

' date price full 
I price 

- -
l41NNFSOTA I Rates gradu- $1, Du- Plate Dec, 31 None No fee, Not required Cities aay s,• None None None 

ated fr0111 pl icate, $2, Plates provide for 
I $15•20 for 3~¢· Ex- Card, follow c011pu I aory 

under 2,000 p1re1 on 2s, car inspection 
I Iba., to $7S I icen- upon 

for over aee•a transfer 

I ·s,000 Iba. birthday of title 
Monthly re- every \ 
ductiona ye•ra 
for first 

! t i11e reg i •-
I tration 

-

MISSISSIPPI 30¢ per 100 $2. Ex- Plate Oct. 31 None No fu. Not required At least once 7t 2% on 2% on Persona 1 
Iba., groaa plrea 2 p-so. Plate a year at new new and property 
wt., • 10¢ years ard, reaaina official 1ta- car1 used tax rates 
per hp., f, froa no fee on car tion. Fee, SO¢ baaed on cars fixed an-
$1 tag fee. i11ue when car full bought nua l ly 
Prorated date 11 1old price out of 
aonthly re- state, 
duction but unless 
none for tag collect-
fee ed in 

other 
state 

MISSOURI Lesa than 12 25¢• Ex- Plate Monthly None $2. Original $1: Not required 2,· 2% on 2% on Personal 
hp., $5: 12- pi rea on t!. exp i ra- Plate Dupl., $1 new and cars property 
23 hp1s.50: I icen- rd, tion reaain1 used bought tax 
2~-3S P•, see'• no fee 1yat• with car,, in other 
$11; 36~7 birthday owner baaed on states 
hp., $20; every 2 when car ful I unless 
IJ8-S9 hp., yeara 11 1old price reg is-
$2S; ll0-71 ! tered 
hp., 01.so; there 
Over 71 hp., for over 

I 
$37• SO• No 90 days 
periodic re-
duct Ion• 

•state gasoline tax Increase propoaal expected to be Introduced during 1951 legislative 1es1ion, 



LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 

STATE 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR DUPLI- EXPIRA- GRACE TRANSFER OF TITLE INSPECTION GAS SALES "USE" OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

MONTANA To 2,850 $1.50 Plate Dec. 31 Feb. 15 $I. Original 11; Cities aay &;• None $8 per ·Personal 
I bs,, $5; Expires $1. Plate Trana fer I; provide for quarter property 
Over 2,850 Dec. 31, Card, reaaina Dupl., 50; coapu 1 aory In- on new tax rate 
1 bs., $10 annually 50; with car apectlon cars varies in 

when brought local tax-
sold into ing divi-

state on sions 
which no 
property 
tax has 
been 
paid 

NEBRASKA To 2,600 $2. Re- Plate Dec. 31 Feb. 15 $I• Original 11: Not requ I red s; None None Personal 
I bs., ,6; newal $2. t'· Platea Trana fer I; property 
2,600 bs,, Expires ard, r•aln Dupl,, $2 taxes 
& over $8, Sept. I $1 with levied 
Reducect ½ every odd owner 
after July I lr. Fee when car 

I after 1, ,old 
I at year 
has ex-
pi red 

--- --· 
NEVADA Flat rate, $1. Ex- Plate Dec, 31 Feb, I $I. Original, no Not required Si;• None None Persona 1 

$5, No pi re, i1. Penalty Plate fee; Transfer property 
periodic June 30, ard, $3 follows $1: Dupl., tax at 
reductions every odd so; car when so; vary Ing 

year title la rates by 
trans- counties 
ferred 

NEW HAMPSHIRE Mini•ua $10. Original Plate Mar. 31 None $2 plus N-ot requ I red Twice a year, 5' None None None 
2,801-2,900 $3. Re- ti. any dlf- May and Oct. 
I bs., $10.1s: newal $2• ard, ference. Fff SO; per 
35; per 100 Dupl., so; Platea · lnPoec:tlon 
I bs., to s9;. Ex- reuln 
ij,000; ij5¢ p1re1 with 
perlOOlba., each yr. owner 
above ij,ooo. on 11- when car 
Periodic cen1ee 11 la ,old 
reduction~ birthday 
½ Dec. • 

- ' - - -- ----- ------ --- -- ~-
•state ga1011ne tax increase proposal e pecte~ to be lntr?duce~ ~w ing liSI legislative •••• ,on. 



ll CENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 

STATE AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR DUPLI• EXPIRA~ GRACE TRANSFER 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

OF TITLE INSPECTION SAS SALES •usP OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

NEW JERSEY 10 to 29 hp., $3. Du• Plate Mar. 31 None .,. Must fl le Twice each re- 3;• None None None 
~o; per hp.; pl icate, t'. Platea evidence of glatratlon 
30 hp., or $1. Ex- ard, r•aln purchase In year; Notice 
over, sot pirea $1 with 5 days. Fees, by aall; so; 
per hp. each owner ,, .so to each lnapec-
reduction year when car 2.25. Over tlon 
Oct, I Mar, 31 la sold 5 days pen-

alt{ of $5, Dup , I, 

NEW MS:XICO Not regia- $1, Du- Plate Dec, 11 Mar, 2 $1, Original, ThrH tlMI H 'Jon IJ on None 
tared before, pl icate, t'· Platea 50¢ If no yearly, Final nft and cars 
in any so;, Ex- a·rd, r_.ln 1 len; No data,, Jan. I, used bought 
state, at pirea so; on car coat If 1 len May I, Sept. lo car,, QUt of 
least I yr,; each yr., when fl led. FM, &GI baaed on state, 
$18 • $2 per Dec, 31 sold Transfer $1; balance baaed on I 

I 00 1 ba., Doi,, $1 after balance 
over 2,\00, credit after I 

Previously for credit 
regl1tered trade-In for 
In any ,tate trade-Ir. 
at least I 

r·· .,s .. 1,50 per 
00 lb,,, 

over 2,~oo. 
Lea,er fee, 
baHd on 
ti• I wt, 
Quarterly 
reductions 

NEW YOH To 3,500 Original Plata Dec, II Ju, 11 •• If 110 lot re11•lrN lot re41•lrN ". I•• Ion• lone 
1 ba., so; u, ··- !!· wt. dlf• 
per 100 1 bl,; newal rd, fer••• 
75; each ,,.so: ., Platea 
add' I 100 •Pl •••• , .. ,. 
1 b,. i , •• Expires wl tll 
duct Ion July Sept,IOt .... , 
I• f Oct I every I wllN car 

..,.a,. la aold 

NORTH To 3,SOO $2, Du• Plate ON. 81 Jan. II ••• Orl1lnal so;: le11•lrff of 1;• lj OIi IJ on Ion• 
CAROLINA Iba., $10; pl lcate, !!· Plata• Tr•af•rSO,; •• cars froa 11ft Md new cars 

3.,501-4,500 so;. Ex- rd, , .. 111 0.,1., 50; oat of atate ·- ltoutllt 
Iba,, •12; plrea no fH with car Nfore I lc•ee care, oat of 
Over 'i 500 every, when laalied ,15 au- atata, 
I b1,, I 5, r•ars on aold -· ,15 .... 
Quarterly lcen• luff on ••• 
reduction• ••••• full laMd OIi 

birthday prlc:. of f•ll 
car price of 

car 

•stat• paollne tar lncreu• pro,oeal expected to N Introduced durln1 IHI le1l1latlve ee11I011, 



LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

STATE AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR DUPLI- EXP IRA- GRACE TRANSFER OF TITLE INSPECTION GAS SALES "USE" OTHER 
CATES TIOII PERIOD FEE 

NORTII DAKOTA To 2,000 $2• Du- Plate Dee. 31 None Plate Original 11; Not required St 2% on 2% on None 
lbs., tis.so; pl ieate, !'· reaains Transfer I; new and new and 
2,001-2,soo 2St• Ex- ard, with ear Dupl., 50¢ used used 
lbs., $17.SO: pi res so, when ears, cars 
2,501-2,800 June 30, sold based on bought 
I bs., $20.SO: each odd- balance frOM 
2, 801-3, 200 nuabered after de- dealers 
lbs., $25: year duet ion out of 

I 3, 201-3, 600 for state, 
I lbs., $31.25; trade-in Based on 

3,601~.ooo ful 1 
I 'bs.,$3".2s: price of 
",oo,~.soo car 
I bs., $"6. 75: 
",so1-s,ooo 
lbs., $62.50: 
s,001-6,000 
I bs., $87. so. 
Fee reduced I 
5% for each 
year after 
year of ori-
ginal pur-
chase, ½ 
reduction 

I July I 

OHIO I 75¢, Du- Plate None $1, Original 75¢: Not required "'. 3% on 3% on None I Flat fee, Mar. 31 
$10. pl icate, $1, Plates Transfer7St: new and new and 
Quarterly 25¢• Plus Card, re111ain Oupl., 75¢ used used 
reductions issuance $ I with cars, cars 
granted fee of owner based on bought 

2S¢ when car ful I out of 
is sold price of state. 

car Based on 
ful I 
price 

OKLAHOMA $19,SO for $3. OU•• Plate Dec. 31 After No fee. Original, Not required 6,¢ 2% ex- Excise None 
I st $6"9,99 pl icate, $I ,SO, Jan, 31 Plate $1,25: cise tax tax also 
of mfgrs,, $1, Ex- Card, 10¢ per remains Transfer, on new & applies 
factory de- pi res SO¢ day with car $1,25: used to new & 
I i vered 2nd yr,, pen a I ty when Oupl,, $1.25: cars, used 
price; Over after sold I 0¢ per day based on cars 
r~9.99. issuance pen a I ty factory bought 

1,50 per date, after IO deli- out of 
100, or during days vered state, 

major frac- month of price Based on 
ti on, Each birth ful I 
yr, there- price of 
after, 90% car 
of previous 
yrs. fee, 
Min, $5-50° 
Quarterly 
reductions 

•state gasol 1ne tax increase proposal expected to be introduced during 1951 leg1slat1ve session, 



LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 

STATE AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR OUPLI- EXP IRA- GRACE TRANSFER 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

OF TITLE INSPECTION GAS SALES "USE" OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

OREGON Flat fee, $1,25, Plate Expire None $1, Original 11: Not required 6¢" None None None 
$10, Regis- Oupl,, $1, on offi- Platea Transfer I; 
trations ex- 25¢, Ex- Card, monthly cial ly re11ain Oupl,, 50¢ 
pire in pl res so; ached- with car 
arbitrary every 2 ule upon 
blocks of rar, OIi title 
numbers at 1cen- transfer 
end of each see's 
111onth birthday 

PENNSYLVANIA Flat fee, Original Plate ; _.._.r·. 31 None $2, Original 12: Twice a year, s;• None None None 
$ I 0, ½ re- $2: Re- i1. 

I Plates Transfer 2: 3 aonth in-
duct ion Oct, newal $1: ard, reaain Ou pl,, t I, apection 
I; a on Oupl,, so; with Oupl ica e to periods begin 
Jan. I so; owner record lien, May I I Nov, .. 

when car $2 Fee usually $1 
Is sold 

RHODE ISLAND To 2,500 $2, Ou- Plate Mar, 31 None $1, Not requ I red No regular in- ii; 1% tax None None 
1 bs, , $8: pl icate, !'. Plates spectlon 
2,501-3,000 $1, Ex- ard, reaa in 
1 bs,, $9: pires $1 with 
3 ,001-3, 500 Sept. 30 owner 
1 bs,, $10: fol low- when car 
3,501-ll,OOO ing date la sold I 

1 bs,, $12: of issue 
~, 00 I -ll, 500 
I bs,, $1~; 
~.so1 - s,ooo 
1 bs,, $16: 
s,001-s,soo 
I bs,, $18, 
Gross wt, , 
computed on 
111fgr 1 s,, 
light wt,, 
4- 150 I bs, , 
per passen-
ger capa-
city, Quar-
terly re-
ductions . -

SOUTH To 2,000 SO;, Ou- Plate Oct, 31 lndefi- so; if Not required Not required 7; None None Personal 
CAROLINA lbs,, $2,15: pl icate, l', I 5, n i te ex• aade in property 

Each add' I so;. ard, tension 15 days, tax at 
500 I bs,, $1, Good for 25; of en- $2,50 varying 
No periodic ~ yrs, force- there- rates 
reductions 11ent after, 

Platea 
stay on 
car 

•state gasol i ne tax increase proposal expected to be introduced during 1951 legislative session, 



LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

STATE AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR DUPLI- EXPI RA- GRACE TRANSFER OF TITLE INSPECTION GAS SALES "USE" OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

SOUTH DAKOTA To 2,000 Not re- Plate Mar. 31 None No fee. Original, no Not required .. ,. None "Regis- None 
1 bs., $13; qui red ! I• Plates fee; Trans- try• tax 
2,001 -3, 000 ard, I reaain fer, soi: of 3% on 
1 bs., $17; no fee with car Dupl., I lat re-
3, 001-3, 500 when glatra-
1 bs., $20; sold tion in 
3,501-IJ,OOO state 
1 bs., $25: 
IJ,001-IJ, 2SO 
lbs., $30: 
IJ,251-IJ,500 
1 bs·., $35; 
ii, 501-IJ, 750 
1 bs,, $iiO: 

I ii,751-5,000 
I bs., $ii5: 
5,001-5,500 
I bs,, $55, 
¼ reduction 
1f acquired 
after July 
I; a after 
Oct, I 

TENNESSEE To 3,500 $1, Du- Plate Apr. I None $1 plus Not requ I red. Penaiuive law, 7¢ 2% tax Non! None 
lbs., $7,50: pl icate, 50¢, 50¢ Bi 11 of sale Certain cities 
Over 3,500 25¢, Ex- Card, clerk auat be pre• have inapec-
I bs,, $10, pires 50¢ fee. aented upon tiona 
3/5 reduc- July I, Platea transfer of 
tion Jan, I each odd· reaain ownership 

n u111be red with car 
year when 

sold 

TEXAS Based on per 50¢, Du• Plate Mar. 31 Apr, I Trana fer Original 50¢: Certain cities .. ,. I 1/10% --- Personal 
100 lbs, pl icate, $1, of re- Trana fer 50¢: a 11 owed coa- on new I property 
I , 000-2, 000 50¢• Ex- Rec•pt, gi1tra- Dupl. 25¢ pulaory In• used taxes 
lbs,, 28¢: pires 2 25¢ tion re- oectlon. State car,, levied with 
2,001-3,500 years ce i pt. Pol Ice aay In- baaed on varying 
1 ba,, 36¢: fro111 Plates • pect any car full rates 
3,501-IJ,500 iuuance reaain upon reason- price of 
1 bs,, iist: with car able ca••• car 
Over ii,500 when 
I bs,, 50¢, sold 
Monthly re-
duct ions 

•state gasoline tax increase proposal expected to be Introduced during 1951 legislative 1e11lon. 



LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 

STATE 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR DUPLI- EXP IRA- GRACE TRANSFER OF Tl TLE INSPECTION GAS SALES "USE" OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

UTAH Flat fee½ $5, Original Plate Dec, 31 Feb, 28 Pia tes Original 11: Once or twice ij¢• 2% on 2% on County per-
Reduced $1; Re- $1, returned Transfer I; a year; Fee new and cars sonal prop-
July I, Cred- newal Card, to tax Dupl,, $ I 50¢ each. Me- used bought erty taxes 
it toward 50(: Du- $ I commi s- chanical in- cars, out of levied 
registration pl 1cate s ion spection re- based on state, 
of another 25¢, Re- when car qui red wi thin fu 11 based on 
car upon re- newal is sold 20 days of price of fu 11 
turn of ex- every 3 title transfer car price of 
pired plates yrs, if car 

issued. 
after 

I 
Jan, I, : 
1936, If 
issued I 

be for~ 
1936, 
good un-
ti 1 re-
voked 

VERMONT Flat rate, $2,50 to Pl ate Mar. 31 None $2, Not required Twice a year, 5¢" None None None 
$22, Models June I, $1, Platea May I Oct, 
earlier than then Card, r1111ain Fee, $1 each 
1937 & 2,500 prorated 50¢ with 
I bs,, or 120¢ per owner 
less, $ lij, month to when car 
Reduced t birthday. i1 sold 
Oct, I; on After if tr,, 
Jan, I June I •ade 

$2,50, within 
Dup 1. 50¢- 5 day, 
Expires 
on eve 
of birth-
day 

I 

VIRGINIA 30¢ per I 00 50¢, Du- Plate Mar. 31 Apr. 15 $1 plu1 Original f 1; Twice a year, 6¢ None None None 
lbs , Mini•u111 pl icate, $1, any dif- Tran1fer I: May I to June 
16, Reduced 25¢, Ex- Card, ference Dupl., $2 15, I Oct. I 

Oct. I, pi res 3 no fee in re- to Nov. 15 
2/3 Jan. 16 yrs, fr011 gi1tra-

birthday tion fee. 
month in Platea 
which 11ust re-
appl ica- ••in 
tion for with 
renewal owner or 

I 
is ••de be re-

turned 
_L_ , __ 

•state gasoline tax increa1e proposal expected to be Introduced during 1951 legi1latlve 1e11ion. 



LICENSE FEES REGISTRATION STATE TAXES 
CERTIFICATE VEHICLE 

STATE AUTOMOBILE OPERATOR DUPLI- EXP IRA- GRACE TRANSFER OF TITLE INSPECTION GAS SALES "USP OTHER 
CATES TION PERIOD FEE 

WASHINGTON Flat fee, $3, Du- Single Dec. 31 None, $1 .50 Original S?f; Once a year, 6½; 3% on 3% on Annual ex-
$5,50, No pl icate, plate, Purchase for fee, Transfer o No fee, and new and new and ci.e tax 
periodic re- 50¢, Ex- $1; penalty plates • title and lialted en- used used 1,5% of 
duet ions pires Two, after title plates $1,S<k forceaent cars, cars, fair aarket 

every 2 $5,50, Jan. 10 Dupl,, 50¢ baaed on bough} value, Min-
years on Card, full out o i•u• $1 
1 icen- so; price of state, 
see's car Baaed on 
birthday I fu II I 

I price of 
car 

WEST VIRGINIA First 2,000 $1, Du- Plate June 30 None $1, Or~inal $1 No refular In- s;• None None Personal 
lbs,, $11 + pl icate, t I• offl- Plate + title apec:t on but property 
60¢ for each $1, Aft- ard, cial ly r .. tna prlvi lege State Po\ Ice tax, fees 
add' I 100 er expi- $1 with tax. trane- hold teate, deterained 
lbs. Quar- ration owner fer $1; h- unann011nced on by local 
terly re- date $2, when car pl lcate $1 highway, tu Ing bod} 
ductions Expi rea la sold 

Ii years 
froa 
date of 
issuance 

WISCONSIN Flat rate, Original Plate u,e 110n- None $I• Original, no lot re11ulred ,,. None None lone 
f16 except $1. Re- t'. thly ex- Platea fee. Trane-
or car:s newal 25J ard, pira- r .. 111 fer $1• D•· 

previously if file 25¢ lion with pl icate 25; 
registered within 1y1t• 011111er 
in Wis,, at 30 days when car 
fee lower after la 101d 
than $16 notice; 

late re• 
newala 
$1, Dupl, 
25¢ 

WYOMING Flat feej $5, --- Plate Dec. 31 Feb. I No fee. Original 11: lot re11•lred ,,. 2J on 2J on County tax, 
After Ju y t2· Platea Tranefer 1: new and new and 3J of 60J 
1 s, $2, so: ard, r_.ln Dupl., 50; u .. d Uled of factory 
After Dec, I, 

., with cara, care, coat d11ring 
$1 owner baaed. on bought lat year. 

when car full out of IQJ yearly 
la sold price of etate. reduction 

car 8aHd OIi for 5 yra. 
full 
price of 
car 

- -
•state gasoline tax increase propoeal expected to be Introduced during 1951 legislative 1e11ion. 
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