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PREFACE 

The impoundment of Lake Texoma during World War II introduced many 

people of Cltlahoma and Texas to their first experiences with an expansive 

body of water . An increasing demand for its development as a recreational 

area led to a study from which a master plan was evolved and la.ter set in 

motion. Since the inception of this plan the popularity of Lake Texoma 

has grown until it reached a peak of over four million visitors in 195(). 

The writer, residing near the lake , became keenly interested in the changes 

br ought about by this intensive recreational usage . 

The purpose of this study is to determine the origin of these visitors , 

their reasons for coming, the geographical influences involved and some of 

the resultant economic impacts upon a region consisting of the counties 

contingent to the lake . 

I n the collection of materials for this st11dy over three hundred inter

views wE>re conducted . Cbly those quoted , or of partic 1lar signifi.cance , are 

included in the bi bliography . For other interviews , the writer owes thanks 

to many people not menti ned including concessioners , chamber of commerce 

of'ticials , county and city offfoials , newspaper editors and re orters , 

utilit1 officials , owners or operators of cafes , t ourist courts, theaters, 

service stat ions and other businesses, sportsmen and visit ors in this 

region. 

The writer is especially gratef l to Mr. J •• Wilson, eservoir 

Manager of Lake Texoma , who gave generously of his time in int€rviews and 

literally opened his files for examination; to Dr. J . Stanley Clark , who 
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made the facilities of the Oklahoma Planning and Fesources Board available 

~o the writer; and t o Dr . John W. Morris of the Univers i ty of Oklahoma for 

valuable suggestions and pe rsonally collected data . 

The writer owes an incalculabl ~ debt t o the staff members of t he 

Geography Department of Oklahoma A. and M. College , who gave invaluable 

assistance and by t heir own indust ry set an example for the writer; to 

Dr . Edward R. Keso , Head of the Department , under whose direction this 

study was prepared , for his council and gui dance , as we 11 as, his patience 

with the writer ; and to his wife , Madeline Stevens , secre t ary and inspira

tion for this study . 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Oriffiln !?I. ~ ~ Texome. _Project 

Macy persons, prior to 1938, gave enthusiastic support to a govern

ment pr.ojeet to co rtr ol the devastating floods of the Red River in the 

four state m,ea of Oklahoma, Texns, Arkansas, an:l Louisiana~ To this end 

the Red River Improvement Association, composed of many prominent citizens 

of these states was ·or-ga.nized and became active in seeking ap}lf'oval of 

suoh a project . However , it is generally agreed that t he one pers:on 

largely responsible for bringing about the realization 0£ vhat often 

seemed a dream, was the Iionorabl-e Sam R~burn, Speakm- of the National 

House of Representat.ives am a resident of Bonham, Texas. 

The project vas authorized by the Flood Control Act of June 28, 1938 

( 52 Statute 1215), which provides 1n par.t as follcvs: 

Section 4~The Denison Reservoir on Red River in Texas and Oklahoma 
for flood control .and other purposes as described in House Doeunent 541, 
Seventy-fifth Congress, th1rd session, with au.ch modif:1.cationa thereof as 
in the discretion of the Secretary of War and the Chie.f of Engineers may . 
be advisable, is adopted and auth<rized at an estimated cost of $54,000,0CD • 

.Although flood control and water storage for the creation of l:\Ydr<>

eleetr.ic' powr are the primary purposes of the project it was realized, 

of course, that valuable recreational fa.cilitieo vould be created by the 

reservoir. A preliminary sUl""l1ey, conducted by the National Park Service 

at the request of the Honorable Sam Raybm.-n in 1941, revealed that the 

recreational possibilities of the reservoir, then in tl18 process of 
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construction, were of sufficient importance to justify a detailed sUt"Vey 

and plan. Subsequently, a .special appropri.ation made um.er the o.uthori'tiy 

of the Park, Parhlay, and Recreation Study Act of June 2J , 1936, enabled 

t .he Mational Park Service to initiate t he survey. Experienced technical. 

and clerical personrel ,dth headquarters established at Deni.son,. Texas, 

worked fr.om January of 1942 to October of 194.3 in making a detailed StrVey 

of the recreational resources . F:rom t his sm'Vey was evolved a master plan 

which, thOllgh very complete, had maey faults.1 Future revisions corrected 

most of the faulto . 

After Pearl Harbor and the entrance of the United States into World 

War II , it. was not practicable to un:lertoke the full develop!lent of the 

recreational facilities of the lake ,, nor was pi:-ivate enterprise interested 

in developing recreational resources at that time.. One t hi ng, though , was 

settled during the war· when Congress passed a resolution on September 23, 

1944, making Texoma the official name of the nev lake. This was suggested 

local'.cy 1:tr combining the first three letters of the name .Texas with the 

last three of Oklahoma.2 

A cooperative agreement was made between t he National Park Service, 

Department of Interior, and the Corps of Engineers, Department of the Army, 

effective April, 1946, 1zy' which the developnent and a.d:ministration were 

transferred to the National Park Service. This agreerent was cancelled, 

effective J'I.1:'.cy 1 , 1949, and the administration of the proje.ct reverted 

hack t o the Corps of Engineers .3 It was during these three yem-s that 

1 United States Department of Interior, National. Park Service• Recre
ation@l Resources £I, lh!· Denison .Dam snd ReS8!."Voir Pro.le et , (Washington, 
Government Printing Office, 1943), pp. 49-118. 

2 Durant pa.Uy Democrat, September 24; 1944, ·P· 1. 

3 Uni.ted States Army, Corps of Engineers , .Lake Texoma ~ecreational 
.~ , Prelhi!¥9:( Plan 21. ImJ!YV!ment !!!£,. Publio ~ Facilities, {Tulsa, 
July., 1949), p._ 2 ,.Qtimeogre.pbed.) · 



most .of the deve1oJlillent of private concessions on t ho Iake took place. 

The first public u..~e of the lake, however, uas roco0,nized in 1945 by the 

initial advertising and lea.sing of seven c.oncession areas on short-time 

leases , µeivate homesites, am private oluh are::la.4 

Constr 1ction '_of Deri,j,son De ~ A,t~itarY Dikes 

Denison Dam is located on the Red River just below its point of 

confluence with the IJashitn River at a location which lies 630 :miles by 

water (345 !l'liles airlim ) from the mouth of the Red River at the Mississippi 

in Louisiana,, and whioh is 435 miles by water (3.30 miles airline) from the 

souree of the Red located near the New Mexico border· in the Texas Panhandle . 

From the northern end of the dam, Durant, Oklaho.r.na-t is 14 miles airline 

distance and bears almost dU9 northeast . Denison, Texas , is located four 

miles south of the dam and the city llm1ts of Dallas are 66 airline miles 

at;tey, in a south by west direction. 

The construction of Denison Dam was begun in the early part of' 1940 

atter plans , specifications, aD1 estimated costs, totaling approximately 

$50, 000,000 vere filed 'With and approved by the war Department . These 

plans included the construction of the me.in dam embankment , a powerhouse , 

outlet works , and e. spiJ.lwBy'. In addition, the cost :f.nc.1.1.ned the instal1a

t1on of a hydroelectric power plant , the purchase -of about 18? ,000 acres 

of land, removal of ' timber f'rom, the reservoir aree. , relocation of thirty 

miles of railroad,. forty miles of highweys., nineteen miles o:f communication 

lines , twenty ... £0-im miles of transmission lines , erection of a railway 

bridge 1,,cno f'eet :tn length across the Washita Arm and a highwt\Y traffic 

bridge on u. s. Hip-)m~ 70 bet ,~en Durant and Kingston over the Wa.slrl. ta 

Arm. The cost also involved the remova.l of maey- farm hoioos and impz:-ovements, 

4 n!g,. , p . 1 .. 
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the removal of five towns (Ayleswort 1, Woodville, Powe:l.l, and Isom Springs 

in Oklclloma, and Hagerma.11 in Texas), and the relocation of over two t housand 

graves in f orty-nine cemeteries i nto eleven :oow ce.ootGries. 5 

A prelhunary survey by the Corps .of Engimers, decided upon a flood 

control pool or spillvraw level of 660 feet above mean sea level. In the 

final plans this was lowered to 640 feet in order to prevent the partial 

inundation of Tishomingo and the site of the old ChiQkasaw Capitol. 

A comparison between the preliminary s.n:1 final plans follows :6 

T.ABIE I 

PRELilm.mY AND FINAL SP3CIFICATIONS OF DENISON DAM PROJECT 

Pre~Surv~ Final Design 

Dam Height 190 ft . 165 ft . 

Dam Length 15,350 i't. 1 5,200 t't . 

Dam Crest Width 32 ft . 40 ft . 

Spillwey Elevation 660 ft . 640 ft .. 

Spillwey Width 2, 000 ft . 2 ,000 ft . 

Earth in Dam 30,226 ,ooo ou. yd.a. 17, 500,000 cu. yds. 

Dike Extension 5. 84 1d. 1 . 1 mi . 

Number of Conduits 5 power 4 flood 5 power 3 flood 

fotal Lake Storage 9, .300, 000 acre ft . 5, 825,000 a.are ft. 

Power Pool Crest 620 rt. 617 ft . 

Reservoir .Area 198,000 acres 145, 500 acres 

5 Henry MaeCrearJ, Qupen 9£ Three Valle~! ston; £! Durant , (Dm .. ant 
Democrat Printing Co., Durant , Oklahoma, 1945 p. 108. 

6 .Denison Herald, Jllll3 29, 1944, p . 18 .. 
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The project was des.igned btJ and constructed under the direction of 
the Corps of Ena neers, Denison, Texas District . Contracts for the various 
features of the pr-oject v,ere a.warded after co petitive bi dding.. The 
Schutt Construction C~ of Genoa, Wisconsin, was given notice to proceed 
on the initial a:ontract of clearing 630 acres of land at the dam site on 
August 22, 19:39. The next cont,.~act was for escavation for t he outlet 
arks and was auarded to the George W •. Donclen Company and John Kerns 

Construction Compan;'y. The t hird contract '\iTnS awarded to the c. F. Lytle 
Construction Comparq and provided for construction of outlet works con
sisting of a paved approach cbannel, the int.ake structure, service bridge 
and eight reinforced concrete conduits , five of which were steel-lined 
power conduits . The .fourth contra.ct was awarded to the Guy F. Atkinson 
Compru:zy- of San Francisco, California, for the construction of the rolled 
earth- fill embanlanent and exca:11aticon of the spillway. The C • . F. Lytle 
Company 0£ Sioux City, Iowa, complet.ed the spilllllilY a.nd constructed the 
power house with one ge,nerating unit . The turbine ws supplied by the 
s. Morgan Smith Compaey and the generator by the Westinghouse Electric 
Corporation. The Denison Dam vas essentially completed and in operation 
for flood control in 1944. Shortly t hereafter the reservoir thus created 
was by Act of ContTess officially desienated as Lake Texoma. The cost of 
the dam, dikes , powerhouse and a.ppurtena.nt7structures , lo.nds and relocations 
has been $55,496,789 to Dece ber 31, 1947. 

During the construction aver 3000 separate contracts and 27, 788 

purchase orders were issued.. At the peak of the work, 5, 219 men were 

employed and an estimated twenty- three million man hours of labor were 

expanded.. The excavation oi' the spllluays alone called f or the r emoval 

of eleven milli.on cubic yards of earth and approximately one and one- half 

million pounds of dyn.a!!lite }Jere used in the construction of the dam, 

spillway tand reservoir. 8 

The Missouri , Kansas am Texas Railroad on a three mile s pur built 

trom the main rails to the dmn site shipped 19,509 ca.rs of freight. 9 

!larth of the dam and immediately south of the town of Platter a 5, 800 

foot levee ar dike extension as built across an area of low relief to 

prevent water at high stages from by- passing the spillwS3" and cutting a 

7 u. s. Al"l'lIY , Carps of Engineers , Denison Dam~~ Tex9!!§,, March 
1948, P• 2. (Mimeo~aphed.) 

8 penis.on Uera1d , June 29., 1944, P• 4. 

9 
~ ., P• 5. 
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channel.10 This protective levee ha.s become .mown as the Platter 

Dike. 

An tmforseen pr-0blem involving the buil ding of another set of levees 

developed after the construction of the original project w.s begun. This 

was caused by the discovery of a valunb1e oil field in the vicinity of 

the village of Cumberland, Olr..lahoma., by the Pure Oil Company. From tI1eir 

first test well, drilled in May of 1940, a field of about seventy pro

ducing wells had, by April 191,.3, developed along the Washita River far a 

distance -of about three miles . 11 

Since the cost of acquiring oil lands for reservoir purposes was 

prohibitive , it -was decided by the Corps of Engineers , after a series of 

conferences with Pure 011 Compaey officials to divert t he flow of the 

Washita to the east by means 0£ dikes and new oha.nool cuts • 

.After an a propria.tion far this purpose was authorized by Congress, 

a contract was entered into for the construction of this additional 

reservoir project . The work was beg-un in April, 191.-3, rulil completed in 

May, 19"4, at a total cost of $5, 200,000. This work consisted of cutting 

two new channels extending in a northwest-southeast di rection, the upper 

one being 3000 feet long and six l1tmdred feet wide , and the lower oM 

six thousand feet long with o. base width of three lnm ~red fifty feet ruxl 

an average depth of seventy feet . Ti,10 dikes or levees \>Jere built astride 

the Washita channel, w:hioh dammed the river and guided the water to tbs 

110 ,, channels . The upper dike is seventeen thousand feet in length and the 

lower om measures six thousand three hundred f eet.. Both rise eighty-six 

lO "'cC · , ·t 100 1'' reary, .212• m,., P• • 
11 

U,. s. Depa..i."tment of I nterior ,' National. Park Service , Recreational. 
Resources ,.2! the ;Denison Dam and Reservoir Pr2;Ject , (Waohil",.gton, Govern-- · 
ment Printing Off.ice , 1943), P• 4. 



feet above the old r iver c 1annel and inter-connect st rutegieall;y" with 

natural ridges .12 

The earthen material removed in making t he two river channels was 

used in building the two dikes , and the work involved handling about 

s , 000,000 cubic yards , almost half as much as used in the embankment of' 

the Denison Dan.13 

8 

These Cumberland Dikes, as they are now nnmea , e.tf'ect.ively d1.vided 

the northern part of Lake TexOJJ1a into two sections , known as the Upper arid. 

Lower Washita Arms, and reduced the size of the reservoir by about seven 

thousan::l four hundred acres (eleven and one-half square miles ). 

With the completion o_f the work described above, impoundment of the 

waters began. Contrary to m~ local eatimates, the lake Wa..<3 virtual.J.¥ 

filled to the power pool level by the end o:f 1945. 

This study will be of the reoreationsl usage of this mv body 0£ 

water. I.t vil1 survey the recreo.tional facilities of the lak-e . It will 

attempt to determine t.he origin of the ma.cy- visitors to tb:l lake and their 

reasons for coming. It v.lll try to point out the geographieal. influences 

involved and to measure some of the resultant economic impacts upon a 

region consisting of the six oountieo contingent to t he lake; namely, 

Grey son a.rd Cooke Counties in Te:xas; and Bryan,. Marshal, Love., ani Johnston 

Countie.s in Oklahoma. These counties, collsctively, will be re.fe?Ted to 

t hroughout this study as the ~ 'l'e:xoma Region .. 

l2 MooCreary, S.E. .ill•, P• ll2 • 

13 MacCreary, ~ · cit .,. p. . 113. 



CR.APTER II 

LAKE TEXC!U AND THE LAKE TEXCMA REGION 

The Reservoir 

Laks Te:xoma, created by the Denison Dam am shape:d by the accessory 

dikes, is an irregular body of w.ter siravllng along the Re<l River border 

of Texas and Oklahoma with one arm extending northward through the Washita. 

River Valley and another large arm reaching southward through a cut made 

by Big Minaral Creek. 

Virtually all of' the construction work., except for tie Cumberland .,,,., 

Dikes and sane reloca.tiona, were oomp1eted by early 1944. On Feb:ruar,y 21, 

1944. the· intake and flood gates were· closed and the lake began to fm.,n.1 

The reservoir was desigmd for a full powr-pool level of six 

hurrlred and sevent~n feet and a. ma;id.mum flood control pool of six hUI¥1red 

and forty feet. studies conducted 'trJ the .A:rrriy Enginaors have shown that 

during the last fifty years rainfall 1n the basin area above the ds has 

been greo.t eoough only one time to fill the lake to its spillway erest . 

This was during the severe spring floods of the yeEir 1908. 2 Original~ 

the Army Engineers had planned to purchase only the lands up to the six 

hundred twnty foot contour and to obtain .flowing easemnts up to six 

hUl'ldred 8lld forty feet . 3 

1 Durant Daily Democrat , February 21, 191..4, p . l. 

2 United States Department of Interior., National Pa1."k Service, 
Recreational Resources £!_ the Denison Dam !Y!!, Reservoir .Project., 
(Washington: Government Printing Office., 19431 p. 5 .. 

' IbJ.d . , PP• 7-8. 

9 
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The final recognition of t he area as o. val uable recreational resource v 

greatly influenced a later decision to purchase all lands up to the six 

htmdred forty f oot contour line . Consequently, a total of 194,775 acres 

of land were acquired by the Corps of Engimers.4 It is estimated that 

when the lake reaches t he six hundred forty foot level it will have an 

area of approxi.1 ately 146, 000 acres (105,000 acres, or 72 per cent, of 

which 'Will be in Oklahoma and 41, 000, or 28 per cent , in Texas) • ; Normal~ 

the level of t he la.~e will be maintained by the Chief of Engineers at t he 

powr · pool level of aix hund...""Sd am. seventeen feet ctr lower• It is 

estimated by the Engineers that at the power pool level t he lake occupies 

about ninety-five t 10usa.nd ac:ras, 65 par cent in Oklahoma and 35 per cent 

in Texas . 6 The lake length measured along the Red River bed is about 

seventy-eight miles and the width measured along the, beds of t he \.laahita 

River and Big Mineral Creek totals sh.-ty-two miles . 

Denison Dam is , according to the Engineers, the l.a.rgest rolled 

earth- f ill dam in the world , a point much advert.isad locally. It is also 

claimed locally to be the "fourth largest artificial lake in the United 

States, " though actually its size , in flood pool area, ranks save.nth am 

its capacity in acre feet ranks fifth among complete reser11oirs , according 

to figures from the Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclm:imt1on. 

4 J . E. Wils-0n, Reservoir Manager of Lake Texoma. Personal Interview, 
July 15, 195].. . 

5 Henry MacCreary, Queep. o£ Three V all&s- A Sto:r;:v g£ Durant, (Durant .: 
Democrat Print.ing c·amp:my, l<J45J p. llO. 

6 United States .Arrl\v Corps of Engineers , La1.--e Texoma Recreational 
Area, General Information~ Ilaitors, (Mimeographe,:f - 1952). 



TABLE II 

TEN GREATEST RESERVOIRS OF THE UNITED STATES 

A. Area a-t Highest Controlled Stage 

~ State River 

Lake Okeechobee .Florida Caloosahatchee 
Garrison N. Dakota Missouri 
Oahe s . Dakota Missouri 
Kentuclcy ~-Tenn. Tennessee 
Fort Peck Montana Missouri 
Raiey Lake Minnesota Raiey 
Leech Lake Minnesota Leech 
Lake Mend Ariz. -Nev . Colorado 
Lake Texoma Okla. -Texaa Red 
Flathead Lake Montana Flathead 

*Under construction--subject to revision. 

Lake Mead 
Garrison 
Oahe 
Ft . Peck 
Roosevelt Lake 
Ft. Ramall 
Wolf Creek 
Kentuclcy 
Lake Texoma 
Bull Shoals 

B. Capacity 

State 

Ariz.-Nev . 
N. Dakota 
s .. Dakota 
Montana 
Wash. 
s . Dakota 
Kentuclcy 
Ky. -Tenn. 
Okla.-Texas 
Arkansas 

Colorado 
Missouri 
Missouri 
Missouri 
Columbia 
Missouri 
Cumberlam 
Tennessee 
Red 
White 

*Under Construction-Subject to revision. 

Location!!!! Accessibility v 
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~!!!Acres 

/;h'J,400 
390,000* 
298, 000* 
261,000 
245,000 
221,000 
160,540 
157,740 
146, 000 
120,880 

~-~ 

31,11.2,000 
23,000,000• 
21,801,000* 
19,417,000 
9,517,000 
6,281.,000* 
6,089,000* 
6,003,000 
5,825,000 
5,4Cf7,000 

The entire region of Lake Texoma lies within the "cross timbers," 

an area of thick woods and sandy soil t hat was well known to early 

visitors of this section. The "cross timbers" extend :from southern Kansas 

across the central part of the ent:.l.re state of Oklahoma and extend into 
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Texas several miles south of Dallas. Post oak and black jack were the 

characteristic trees of the 11cross timbers, 11 but in the Red River bottoms 

and along the Washita and other streams, tributary to the Red River, are 

many other types of trees, pl'.'incipally elm, hackberry, cottonwood, walnut, 

hickory, pecan, ash, redbud, willow, and bois d•arc. The bols d'arc, 

known also as Osage orange , attains its greatest size in America in the 

Red River VaJJ.ey.7 

On the Texas side , notably on the Preston Peninsula, are many 

junipers, which evidently have been called "cedars" by the people of the 

area since pioneer days, as witness the fact that there are t wo Cedar 

Creeks in the area. {Cedar Bayou is one of the recreational sites). In 

Cooke Co1.IDty may be seen mesquite, which is more prevalent further west. 

Though this area was heavily timbered in the early deys , moot of the land 

except for hills, slopes, and creek bottoms has been cleared, and the 

merchantable timber, mostly hard wood, removed. Of late years, the native 

pecan has been the chief forest product of the region and was a valuable 

source of income. One of the chief complaints of farmers in regard to 

appraisal of their lands by the Feder al Government, prior to purchase, was 

the failure' to consider the value of the native pecan trees. 

At one time, bison, black bear, deer, cougar, red wolf, am wild 

turkey were prevalent in the region. All have now disappeared, e:xeept 

the red wolf and a few deer. The Texas side of the lake has been inhabited 

and developed for over a cent'llrlJ. Consequently, game disappeared earlier 

there than on the Oklahoma side, which had a much later developnent. 

7united States Department of Interior, National Park Service, 
Recreational Resources£!. the Denison~~ fi!servoir Project, {Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1943) P• 15. 
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Typical small animal l ife , such as t he cottontail r abbit , jack rabbit , gray 

squirrel, oposstnn, striped skunk, and fox still abound . The area also 

lies within the Central Flyway, which is a major waterfowl mi gration route . 

The reservoir are a is directly served by five na jor hi ghw£zy"s~ 

U. S. 69, 70, 75, 77, and ~, and several state highways as shown in 

Figure 2 . All of the Federal highways are pa:ved a:rrl are used b-'.f four major 

motor bus transportat.ion compa.r,..ies and three minor companies. Grayson 

County, between the dam and the Big Mineral arm o.f the lake, has more 

miles of black topped, or all weather , roads than a:ey other sectJon. 

Love Cotmty in Oklahoma. and Cooke Co~ty in Texas, vie with e a ch other for 

the poorest roads of the area . The road leading north from Pottsboro 

-toward the Preston Peninsula has recently been widemd a:rx1 black topped 

for about five miles . Future plans call f or improvemnt of this road all 

the way to the end of the peninsula. Another future development , which 

may come about soon, is the building of a north-south bridge in the vicinity 

of Willis , Oklahoma , which would connect with t he newly created Federal 

Highway m, which at t his time has its northern terminal at Whitesboro , 

Texas . 8 A report by the Corps of Engineers, made in February of 1952, 

advised agains:t the granting of funds by t he Goverr.me11t f or t his purpose, 

but a strong appeal is being made by the people of the . are a to the 

Government t hrough their Congressmen and Senators . 9 

Access by rail to the larger towns of t he vicinity is provided by 

major trunk line railroads. The Missouri , Kansas and Texas Line (tt Katy" ), 

serves Sherman, Denison , and Durant • The S ·i;;. Louis and San Francisco 

Line ("Frisco" ) serves the above- named towns and also Kingston, Madill , am 

8 nurant P,a.i1v: !2§mocrat, Apri l 9 , 1952 , P• 1. 

9 Daily Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, March 16, 1952, P• B-3. 
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Ravia. The Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Line serves Marietta and Gaines

ville and the Kansas, Oklahoma and Gulf serves Durant and Denison. In 

addition to these three, is a branch line of the ttKaty" from Denison, 

through Pottsboro and Whitesboro, to Gainsville and freight lims of the 

Southern Pacific and the Texas and Pacific that serve Denison and 

Sherman. The last two tranship over the Kansas, Oklahoma am Gulf into 

Oklahoma. Tishomingo formerly was served by a branch of the Rock Islan:1 

Railroad~ but this was abandoned several years before the construction 

of the reservoir. Thus it is the only city without rail service and must 

use the "Frisco" at Ravia , which fortunately is only four miles away. 

The Texas Electric Railroad formerly gave hour~ service between Denison 

and Dallas, but it was abando:o3d in 1948. 

The Lake Texoma Region is intensivefy served by the Central Airlines, 

which makes regular four-a-dey landings, at Gainesville, Durant, and 

Sherman..{)enison. The Central Airline planes connect with ma.jor airlines 

at Dallas, Ft. Worth, Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Wichita, and Amarillo. 

Recently they have received certification from the Civil Aeronautics 

Board to extend t heir service to Lawton, Little Rock, Shreveport, an:1 

Memphis.10 

Durant has the best airport, hangar, and servicing facilities of a.ey 

of the regional cities; but Gainesville, too, has mare than adequate 

facilities, being able to handle anything smaller than a B-29. These two 

cities fell heir to installations developed during World War II. Durant's 

airport was constructed by the Navy and used as a training base while 

Gainesville now has the former Gainsville Army Airfield. Sherman and 

Denison use the s ame airport, a one hundred and s ixty acre tract just 

lO Durant Da:ily Democrat, March 30, 1952, P• 1. 



16 

outside of Sherman, Denison also has a smaller field east of t he city 

limits. Practically all of t he towns of the area have landing strips and 

numerous aux-'..i.liary landing strips are scattered throu~hout the area for 

use by the cadets at Perrin Air Force Base, located south'W0st of Denison. 

Perrin Field also operates a twenty-four foot, ninety-five horse power 

crash boat equipped with radio and emergency equipment to rescua pilots 

that are downed i n the lake. Ardmore, Oklahoma, which is in Carter County 

just outside our Lake Texoma Region, but within fifteen miles of the lake, 

has recentl:y been approved by the House Armed Services Committee for a 

government-built airport to cost $14,ooo,ooo.ll 

Topogra:mr, Soils, ~ Drainage 

Elevations in the vicinity of the reservoir, range from five hundred 

feet above mean sea level at the base of the dam, to about eight hundred 

fifty feet in the central part of Marshall County near Madill, Oklahoma. 

Altitudes of above one thousand feet are found in the six-county region in 

northwestern Johnson County and in southwestern Cooke County. Far the 

seventy-eight miles of river now included in the reservoir the decline of 

altitude was about one hundred twenty-five feet, or a gradient of 1,6 

feet per mile •12 Surface f armations t~oughout the region slope generall:y 

east and south toward the Gulf of Mexico, The over all topography of the 

region could be described as rolling to hilly. The Texas shore of the 

lake is much steeper than the Oklahoma side and, thus, rising waters 

inundate more of Oklahoma, while changing very little the portion of Texas 

that becomes inundated. It is interesting to note here that a famous 

11 Da:IJy Oklahoman, Oklahoma City, July 13, 1951, P• 1. 

12 United States Department of Interior National Park Service, 
Recreational Resources of the Denison Daro am. Reservoir, (Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1943}, P• 28.' -
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court deci sion was -once made over the Texas-Oklahoma boundary i n res:p3ct 

to t he Red Rive. • The exact boundary was disputed between the two states 

du.a to oil having been discovered under t he river bed . In making a final 

decision, t he courts compiled nine volumes of' evidence and record and 

f inally awarded Oklahoma al..1 la.i'lds ru:id waters to the original s outh cut 

barJc of the Red River.13 Technically, t herefore, the Denison Dam lies 

almost entirely within the c.t ate of OJr.J.ru1oma, but t his writer finds that 

most authorities give its l ocat ion erroneously as Texas . 

The dominant soils of the r egion are the Bl ack Prairie soils, the 

Timberbelt s oils and soil s derived from the Trinity sand.14 The Black 

Prairie soils , derived from the weathering of limestone are fotmd in a 

large area covering most of Bryan, Marshell, and Grayson counties. 

Northern Johnston c-0unty and an area SUITounding Marietta. in Love county 

are other smaller regions. These soil s vary in color from dark brown to 

black and have proved very good for such crops as cotton, corn, and small 

grains . The Timberbelt soils , including the Kirvin-Durant a.Di Kirvin

Norfolk types found in Bryan, Grey-son, and Cooke counties are non-ca lcerous, 

sandy, a:oo. gravel:cy. They predominate in the rolling to hilly land that was 

formerly covered. with scrub oak and blackjack . Cotton, corn, peanuts, and 

popcorn are raised on t hese soils. The Trinity sand type found extensively 

l3 Grant Foreman, "Red River and the Spanish Boundaries in the 
Supreme Court," Clironicles of Oklahoma, Vol. II, No. 3, (September, 1924) 
PP• 305-310. 

14 John Stogner, Co1.mty Agent of Bryan County, Oklahoma. Personal 
Interview, February 20, 1952. Mr. Stogner furnished several personal 
maps and papers and obtained loans of materials from other county agents 
for the 'WI'i ter. Most helpful wre a descriptive map published by The 
Samuel Roberts Noble F01mdation of Soil Areas in South Central Oklahoma 
(Ardmore, Oklahoma: Undated) and w7"T: Carter-;-The Soils of Texas, 
Texas Experiment Station Bulletin, Nmnber 431 (College Station,. Texas: 
Undated}. 
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in Love County is rather poor and ill-adapted to the raising of cultivated 

crops. This area, as well as a large area of Marshall County, has suffered 

greatly from the eff ects of sheet and gully erosion. Although varied 

crops are still raised, most of the land is devoted to grazing. The Gram 

Prairie soils of Cooke County are also extensively devoted to grass lands. 

In many places upstream from Denison Dam, in both the Red River a.n::i 

Washita basins, shee t and gully erosion are very severe •15 In the red 

plains sections of the Texas Panhandle am western Oklahoma, caeyons, 

gullies, and bad lands are extensive due to the fill3ly textur:-ed nature of 

the soils . Palo DtU'O Canyon in the Upper Red River basin r e presents the 

most eroded region. Siltation from these waters flowing into the reservoir 

constitutes one of the major problems. It is especially severe in the 

Upper Washita Arm and at tha western end of the lake, although fine silt 

is being deposited e,"Elnera.lly throughout the entire reserval.r. An early 

estimate gave the rate of siltation at 20,000 acre feet per year.16 The 

probable life of the reservoir before row serious encroachment by siltation 

would be about fifty years. 

The Red River Basin above the Denison Dam contains about 30,500 

square miles of wl.1ich 21,700 are in Texas, 8 ,750 in Oklahoma, am 50 in 

New Mexico. The basin of Washita River contains 7,800 sqmre miles of· 

which 7,336 are in Oklahoma arrl 4h4 in Te:xas.17 The Red-vlashita Basin, 

l5 United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation 
Service, Erosion Sm-vey gI, the United States. (Washington: Government 
Printing Office, March, 19351 Map, P• 22. 

16 United States, Department of the Interior, National Park Service. 
Recreational Resources 9£ the Denison ~~ Reservoir ProJ2ct (Washington : 
Government Printing Office , 1943) p. 4. 

17 United States National Resour:-ces Colllillittee, Drainage Basin 
Problems ~ Programs, (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1937) 
PP• .li12-4J.9. 



19 

hence , drains 38,300 square miles representing forty-two per cent of the 

total basin area of the Red River. Prior to the building of the dam, a 

study by t he Corps of Engineers over a period of el~ven years , indicates 

an average annual run-off of 3,538,000 acre-feot in th:! Upper Red Basin 

exclusive of the Washita. This is more than half of the six million acre 

feet, which t he engineers estimate t he lake to hold when full ( 640-foot 

level) •18 It exceeds the estimated 3,240,000 acre-feet that the lake 

holds at the power pool level ( 617 feet) .19 

Physiographically the Red and Washita Rivers flow f'.ram their so'I.Irces 

on the Great Plains, and cross the southern extension of the Central 

Plains bef.are they come together neat• Denison in the western limits of the 

Gulf Coastal Plain. The Washita also cuts across the Arbuckle Mmmtains 

of t he Interior Hi ghland province. The Denison Dam and Lake Texoma are 

both within the extreme outer limits of the Gulf CoasteJ. Plai.n. The 

amount of r ainfall in the basin varies from semi-arid at tre source in 

t he Texas Panhandle to humid at the Denison Dam. 

Maey local stre~ s of the various comties drain directly into the 

lake. Due probt::.bly to poor communicat i on t hat existed in the region up 

to onJ.y a relatively f ew years ago, the se streorns often have identical 

names; for example, t his observer has found six different Rock Creeks (one 

in each of the contingent oo,mties). Also the11e a.re three Sand, or Sandy 

Creeks~ and two creeks each named WaJ.nut, Hickory, Cedar, Sycamore,. Briar 

( one of these i s spelled "Brier" ), Salt, Oil, ~ Mill. 

18 Denison Herald . June 29, 1944, P• 12. 

19 Writer's estimate. 
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Climate 91 the Region2° 

Beginning in Central Texas at the looth meridian and latitude 33° 
North, the January isotherm of 43° extends east-north-east across extreme 
southern Arkansas and thence across the northern portions of l.fississippi. 
The area south of this line constitulies the humid sub-tropical region of 
the United states •••. 21 

The Lake Texoma Region i f? located on the northwestern boundary of this 

climatic region, and has the general climatic characteristics of the region 

as a whole. 

The mean yearly temperature for the region is about 64° F., comparable 

to that for the months of April and October. Mean temperatures for both 

July and August are approxillla.tely 83.5° F., while that for January, the 

coldest month, is l.(;.° F., thus all months average at least 100 above 

freezing. January is the only month with the nean minimum temperature 

below freezing-Durant, Sherman, am Tishomingo recording averages below 

that point. Madill has a mean minimum of 32° for January, while Marietta 

and Gainesville experience mean minimum temperatures slightly above the 

freezing point. The lowest temperature observed at arzy- of the six stations 

was on February 2, 1951, when -ef' F. was recorded at Tishomingo (See Table III). 

Below freezing temperatures have characterized each year in Januacy and/or 

February, but usually the length of the cold period is short. High sunnner 

temperatures in excess of 100° F. may be expected for brief periods from 

June to as late as September. The highest temperature observed in the area 

was 12o<> F. at Tishomingo on July 26, 1943. All six stations have recorded 

temperatures of 110° F. or higher. 

20 · 
United States Weather Bureau, Climatalogical Data, Oklahoma 

Section (Oklahoma City), Texas Section (Houston, Texaaj. All figures 
cited are from Annual and/or Monthly Summaries for place and time indicated. 

21 Thomas A. Blair, Climatologr (New York: The Prentice Hall Co., 
Inc., 191.(;.), P• 191. 
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Sld.es in the region are usually clear, the average number of clear 

days for all stations being 190, while 94 are classified as partly cloudy 

and 81 as cloudy. 

The growing season averages from 220 to 2.35 deys in length, with tba 

longer period of time being in t he southeastern pa.rt of the region. 

Killing frosts m037" come as late as the middle of April or as early as the 

latter par1; of October. (See Table III) 

The average annual rainfall of the Lake Texana region during the 

period 1935-1952 was approximately 39 inches. Its large variation from 

year to year and month to month, however, is of constant concern. On the 

average, more rain falls in April and Mey than in axry other months . 

Winter and summer are periods of least rainfall. Mean mininn.nn rainfall 

varies from nothing for each station in August to 14.0 inches in April. 

The greatest yearly pt"ecipitation observed was 62 inches at Tishomingo in 

1944, while the least recorded was 21.8 inches at Gainesville in 194.3. 

The heaviest monthly rainfall was also at Gainesville in April, 1942, 

when 16.4 inches of rain fell in one month . It is not at all uncommon 

for a place to be without rainfall for longer than .30 deys. 

Climatic factors have considerable inflmnce upon ground a:rrl surface 

water supply. The amotmt of water evaporated from the ground and water 

surfaces and transpired by vegetation increases in varying amounts with 

increases in temperature, amount of sunshioo an::l wind movement . Evaporation 

is therefore greatest <luring the warmer months, April to October inclusive. 

During that period the amount of evaporation of water from a free si.rface 

may vary from 4.5 to 60 inches , depending upon prevailing weather conditions. 

An early estimate by the engineers placed the yearly evaporation from 

Lake Texoma at approximately 200,000 acre feet . 22 This figure, however, 

22 Denison Herald , June 29, 1944, p. 8. 
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Most Rainfall 

Average 
Yearly Rainfall 

Prevailing 
Wind direction 

TAB.IE lll 

AVERAGE AND EXTREME CLlMATIC CONDITIONS .. 1935-1952 

Durant 

0 ") •,4: Feb . ~, 
1951 

Madill 

1° Feb , 2 
1951 

Marietta. 

- 3° Jan .• 7, 
1947 

Tishomingo 

... (!' Feb. 2, 
1951 

Gainesvill e 

....2° Jan, 4,. 
1947 

Sherman 

20 Feb. 2• 
1951 

llS° Aug . 10, llD° Ji.icy' 211 111° Aug, 16, 1200 July 26, 1140 Aug. 10, 11:30 A~. 10, 
19.36 1939 1943 1943 1936 19'6 

62.Cf' 

Apr. 12, 1940 Apr , 10, 1938 Apr . 6 ., 1950 Apr . 12, 1940 Apr . 17, 1947 Apr . 131 1940 

Oct . 23, 1937 Oc-t . 24, 1938 Oot . :u , 1949 Oct . 23., 1937 Oct . 181 194S Oct . 18, 194$ 

27. 69 - 19'6 27. 85 ... 1939 2:3. 29 - 1939 26,.06 - 1948 21. 81 - 1943 29.75 - 1948 

64.73 - 1945 59, 9:3 - 1945 5(). 26 - 1945 62. 00 .. 1945 50. 85 ... 1935 57.19 - 1946 

South South South South South South 

Sourees United States Weather Bureau, plimatal.ogi,cal Do.ta, (r1onthly and Annual Summaries) OklahmRa Section 
(Oklahoma City, 1935-1952 Inclusive) , Texae. Section (Houstons 19'.35-1952 Inclusive). 



seems a bit conservative--probably twice this much has been evaporated · 

from the lake during the hotter, drier years. 
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Convectional type thunderstor~s sometimes occur during the summer 

months, but most storms are of the frontal types. The prevailing direction 

of the wind is south or southwest during the summer with terrain having 

practically no diverting influence. Wind direction during the fall, winter, 

and spring, is more variable and more dependent upon the prevailing air mass 

movement. 

A vary rare phenomenon, at least for this region, occurred recently 

when an earthquake described as "violent" was reported in an area extending 

from Onaha, Ne bra ska, to Austin, Texas, north and south and from Amarillo, 

Texas, to Fayett0 ville, Arkansas, east and west. The epicenter was in 

fklahoma approximately 150 miles north of Lake Tcxoma. 



CHAP.l'ER III 

HISTORICAL FEATURES OJ!"' 1'HE LAJOl: TEXOJ:li.A REGION 

~~ly Inhabitants ~ !;xplorers 

Sev~re.J. e.rchaelogical finds have been made in the Lake Taxo:ma Region 

which seem to i _dicate that the confluence o:f the Red and Washita Rivers 

has long been the crossing of north-south and east- wst trade routes 

amoncr the early inhabitants. Such finds have been accidental since surface 

indications have been obliterated either by et-osion or hi dden by vegetation. l 

The first white persons to come into the region, found tvo tribes 

living in the vicinity of what is now Lake Texama. The Wichita tribe in

habited both s ides of Red River fro11.1 Grayson County west to the Panhandle 

of Texas anf. the Caddo tribe , t1hich was related linquistically to the 

Wichitas, lived in an area from Bryan County east to Louisiana and 

.A:rronsas . Both tribes were rather far advanced culturru.ly, living in 

permanent homes and cultivating the soil. It · is interesting to note that. 

the name " Texasn is of Caddoan derivation, but a similar word was used by 

Coronado, w'ho applied the name ttTeyas" to the tribes that he met in north

west Texas. Both Coronado in 1540, and De Soto in 1541, (vho betveen them 

almost bridged the present United States ) were ldthin 200 miles of the 

Lake Texomn region. 

The first white man knovn to have come this for up tJ:i..e Red River was 

the French explorer La Harpo . Sta:rtine fro • .1 Natchitoches , established by 

1 U •. s. Deya:rtment of I nterior , National Park Se.rvic..-e , ~creatiop~ 
Resoure!3B .2f Denison !l.sl! ~ Reservoir Project , (Was ington, Government 
Printing Off ice, 191~3) , PP• 22-23. 



St . Denis in 1713, Le. Harpe tro.veled up the Red River nnd in 1719 made a 

treaty with the Indiruis (probably Caddoes) .near the mouth of Blue River 

25 

(40 miles airline distance below Denison Dam). 2 La Harpe found t he I ndians 

already possessing horses and expert in the,ir use •. 3 

Following on the heels of La Harpe several French traders OJld explorers 

came up the Red River as far as the present Lake Texoma. Moreover , frequent 

Indian parties from tribes having closer contact with the vhite man crone 

from the eastern t i r.tbered areas to 1 mt the bison which ranged the region. 4 

Hence. by the time of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, the Indians already 

possessed numerous articles of trade goods , such as beads , utensils, 

knives and guns. 

I n 1005, General Hem-y Dearborn, the Secretary o.f War , wrote a letter 

containing accurate description of the Red River up to the mouth of the 

Faux Ouachita (The Washita), based on reports by French Traders. 5 This 

letter, sent to Dr. John Sibley,. the Indian Agent for tribes of the Red 

River Valley, and the des.ire of the government for closer exe.mine.tion of 

l ands acquired through the Louisiana. Purchase led to the Sparks, Custis_, 

Freeman expedition, the first official American part y to explore the Upper 

Red River.. In 18C'.6,. this par ty, a small military group, ascended the river 

2 Anna Lewis , "French Interests and Activities in OJr..lahoma," 
Chronicles ,g£ Okla.home;, Vol. II, No. 3, (Sept . 1924), PP• 305-310. 

3 Note : This is one of t}ie earliest :references to the possession of 
horses by Indians.. Both Coronado and DeSoto are known to hove lost 
horses during their e:Y.p3ditions. According to tirebb (Walte,r Prescott Webh, 
The .Gre~ Plains, 1931, p . 57) the Kiowas and Misso1.iris were mounted by 
1682, the Pawnees by 1700, and the Commanehss by 1714 .. 

4 A bt:-.ttle between the Caddoos and Choctaws, celled the B, ttle of 
Caddo Hills ua.s fou.eht east of the present Caddo as a result of om hunting 
invasion. The Choctaws, thus , were already quite f a..r'liJ.iar with the area 
into which they were l ater to be removed. 

5 J. B. Tholrur-n, History fti_ Oklahoma., (New York , American Historical 
Society, 1916), PP• 28-33. 



for a distan,ee of 635 miles above t he mou.th (approximately the location 

of Denison Dam) bef ore tli.ey were met by a Spn.ni sh e.rmed force and tunled 

, . 6 
back. 

Old Preston ------

26 

The institution of the Texas Republic in 1836, and the removal of the 

Choctaws and Chickasaws , complfdted by 18401 was the beginning of a 

permanently established population in the region of the present Le.ke 

Texoma. 

I n the early 1830 's, Colonel Holland Coffee established an indian 

trading post , inn and plantation on the south bank of t he river at Pres ·ton 

Bend (then known as Coffee ' s Bend ) eight miles northwest of the present 

Denison at a point below the present Preston Pennisuln. About 1S37, a 

mansion named GJ.en Eden, was built for Coffee by irl.lT!lig:rant Mormon ea1•p,.m

ters in exchange for supplies. Glen Eden stood until the dam was beir~ 

constr ucted . It va.s dismantled by Jv.dge Randolph Bryant of Sherman, a 

dencendant of Coloml Coffee who intended to rebuild it on higheI' grmmd. 

Ho·wever , a grot..-p of soldiers bivouaeed in the vicinity, found the st acked 

lUlilber eonven:i.ent ns fire Yood and thus a considerable historical loss to 

the r egion was suf fered . ? Colonel Coffee and his wife entertained such 

personaL4e s as General Robert E. ~a• General u. S. Grant , Fitzhugh Lee , 

Sam Houston, James Bourlam and mruzy others . g GenereJ. Albert Sydmy 

--------
6 Emma .Estill Harbour , "A Brief Hist.ory of' the Red River Country Sinco 

1803, tt Chronicles £1. OklahOltla., Vol. XVI , No. 1 (March_ 1938), P• 64. 

? Carl Mctynn,, cou.'3in of Judge B:ryant, Denison,, Texas . Personal 
I nterview, August 8, 1951. 

8 u. S . Department of Interior , No.tionru. Park Ser viee , Re ci·eat i on.."tl 
Resources Et. tha Denis on pam ~ ReservoJ:l: Pro.1ect , (Washington, Govern
ment Printing Offiea , 194j'), p. 16. 



Johnston brou6ht Mrs . Coffee plantings of Catru.pa trees :f'ron California , 

the st art of tl10 mrr1erou.s c.ntal pas seen on f arms u..i"'ld in towns of the 

reg:..on. 9 
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I n HV+O, a stoc cade, the northernmost of a lone line of forts , was 

establicbec by the Republic of Texas at C-0f'fee ' s Tracl:tng Post . GOT!"isoned 

by Texas Rancers under the comm.'l!'..d of Williai."ll. Preston, this f ort becrune 

known as Fort Preston an t'he corr.r:n.mi ty as Preston. Preston be came the 

head of navigation 011 the Rod River wit~ regular steru;iboet traffic to 

Fulton, Arkansas, and to the ' fissif?tdpp1 when the Great Raft end season 

permitted. lo Freston, due to its goograp icn.1 position, becf~.me a ver ; 

mpcrta.."lt dGpot during the pre-Civil War period and r emained so until the 

comir..g of the railroad. From Preston the Sr..i,:1ely E: pedi tion set out f or 

New Mexico on Ar:Til 25 , 1 843 , to end up captive in the hands of the rr. s. 

l,rrrr:; in southwest Kansas •. n 
During t he Civil War , Coffee •s I nn servsd as a rendezvous f or 

Quantrill's Guerrillas of uhich the J ames beys , Jessie and Frank, were 

members . At least two of Qua.Yltri ll •s men settled pernanently in the a.rea. 12 

9 J bid., P• 17. 

l O Note: The Great Raft of the Red River was a constant impediment 
to river traffic during most of the nineteenth century. It com,isted of 
great masses of tansled logs , snags and tree t rr.mks that extended above 
Alex-and:da, .Louisiana, f or a distance of approximately 150 miles . Captain 
Hel'.l!'Y Shreve (for whom Shreveport :1.s named) succeeded :tn removing most of 
the jam d1.U'ing the 1830 ' s , but the river constantly needed clearinc, even 
after this <late.. See Norman w. Caldwell , n.T 1e Red River Raft, tt Chronicles 
!lI. Oklahoma,, Vol . XIX, No. 3, (September 19,41}, PP• 253-268. 

11 u. s • . Department of I nterior , tfotional Park Service• Recreational 
Re.sources gf. t~ t!~ni.son !{_~ and ~servoir ['ro,jac:j; , (Washington, Govermoont 
Printing Office, 19431", .. PP• 16- 17. 

12 w. B. Morrison, 11 Coloort FeITy on Red River , Chichm.aw Nati on 
I ndian. Tel'ritoey," Cbror.r'cles .9!, md.ahoma , Vol . XVI, r o. 3, (September 
1938), PP• 308-3."l.O. 



Sam Bass, who herded cattle in nearby Denton County, was a visitor at a 

later date. 
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Sewral terrys were operated at and near Preston, but Colbert• s Ferry 

and the Rock Blutt Ferry were the beat known. Rock Blut.f, three miles 

below Preston, was favored as a cattle crossing because ot a natural chute

like torJDation ot rock that assisted in forcing the cattle across the ri "ft!r 

north. Che herd ot nearly 8,000 cattle crossed here as late as 1870.13 

Colbert• s Ferry, me mile be.low I>enisan Dam was a favored wagon and carriage 

crossing operated by a praninent Chickasaw, B. H. Colbert, a member ot the 

.family that operated the ferry oo the Tennessee Ri"ft!r at the Natchez Trace 

crossing before the Chickasaw removal. 

Prestm was the northern terminus of the Preston Road established 1n 

18)6, the first year of Texas Independence. A modern road follows fairly 

closely the original sur"Vey entering Dall.as en a street still named Preston 

Read. Preston was also the terminus of' the Chihuahua Trail, and the 

CCllnelly Trail as well as a station on the famed Butterfield Stage Route 

and the EJIIJlligrant Road following the Red River out ot Arkansas.14 It was 

also a hai11en .for hard-drinking cattle drivers on the old Shawnee and West 

Shawnee Cattle Trails before entering the whiskey-outlawed Indian conntr,.15 

Che wry interesting sidelight that bears insertion here is the fact 

that the idea ot a dam across the Red Riwr in this vicinity is over one 

hunpred years old. An early editor writing in the Northern Standard of 

8 16 Clarksville, Texas, in l 47, stated: 

1.3 Ibid., p. 304. 

14 Texas J]manac, (Dallas, Texas, A. H. Belo Corp., 1947), p. 289. 

15 Ibid., p. 244. 
16 James D. Morrison, "Notes trom the Northern Standard, n Chronicles 

.91 <J!lahgna, Vol. ll.I, No. J, (September 1941), p. 'Z'/4. 
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"The News [ Galwston] recommends that a canal be cut from Red River 

to the head of the Trinity and the volume of water west of the head of the 

Trinity be turned into that river •••• " 

Such a plan would certainly be :feasible, as Beaver, Mustang and South 

Mineral Creeks (all short tributaries of the Red River) come within a few 

hundred yards in an area of low relief to the head wat ers of the Trinity. 

A dam on Red River would be a necessary part of such a project and pAr!:iaps 

that is why rumors still persisted in this area that the Trinity was to be 

made navigable when Denison Dam was first projected.17 

fort Washita 

The site of old Fort Washita is in northwestern Bryan County, ten 

miles trm Durant and about one half mile from the bridge across the lower 

Cumberland cut. The tort was established as a western outpost in 1843, to 

safeguard the Chicka•aws and Choctaws from marauding plains tribes • . This 

was a Federal go"Vernment obligation according to the removal treaties.18 

General Zachary Taylar selected the site and named the fort, thus making 

it one of the few forts to be named by a President of the United States. 

The fort was built on high ground one mile from the Washita Ri "Ver of natl -ve 

shell rock.19 Physical remains of the old tort include rock walls ot 

several of the structures, the oven, the well, several chimneys, foundations 

and other miscellaneous r uins. Traces of the first paved road in the state 

of Cklahoma may still be seen. 

Jlany names famous i n history are associated wit h activities at 

Fort Washita. Robert E. Lee, u. s. Grant, Fitzhugh Lee, w. G. Harney, 

17 ll.!g., p . 'n5. 

18 Virgi.nia Downs Rice , "History ot Bryan County" (Unpublished Mast er 
Thesis, Dept. of History, University of c.tclshoma, 1932), p . 7J. 

19 .!Pl.g., p . 77. 



BraxtCll Bragg are the better known of many others stationed here as young 

army officers, prior to the Civil War . 

30 

Captain JAarcy is famed in Ckl&homa History for his scientific explora

tion of the Red River, which discovered valuable informat ion on fauna, flora, 

geologJ- and ge ography . 20 He made Fort Washita his operating base when he 

21 founded Fort Arbuckle, near the present site of Purcell. Aasisting him 

was his son-in-law, George B. McClellan, later general o:f the A:rnry of the 

Potomac during the Civil War . General William D. Belknap, ranking officer 

in the southwest,died at Fort Washita in 1851. A large tombstone bearing 

his name is still located there, but the b ody was r emoved to Fort Gibson 

several years ago. He was the father ot William w. Belknap, Secretary ot 

War during the Grant Administration. 

Fort Washita was continuously occupied by Federal troops u.ntil 1861. 

It was evacuated during the Civil War and occupied by Confederate troops 

who held it for the duration of the conflict. {h J uly 1, 1870, the post 

was officially abandoned by the war Department and turned over to the 

22 Department of Interior to be administered along with Indian lands. Later, 

when the Chickasaw Territory was allotted, Fort Washita became the property 

ot Charles Colbert, a brother to the owner ot Colbert's Ferry. 

Since · the original site of Preston has been innundated, Fort Washita 

remains as the only important historical site of the reg1.on . Highway 199 

which runs by the site, has recently been improved and gives easy access 

from either the west or east sides of the Washita Arm. In addition to this, 

a new recreational area on nearby Kansas Creek was leased during the summer 

20 Randolph B. Marcy, Exploration of the ~ Fiver 21 Louisiana, 
(Washington, A.O.P. Nicholson, Public Printer, 1854). 

21 Rice, .212• ~., pp. 82-83. 
22 

Ibid., P• 89. 



of 1952. This will, of course , bring more people into the immediate area 

of the site . But it yet remains for some individual, group, or agency to 

become interested enough in the history of the site to place appropriate 

markers and identifications, to rester~, to landscape and to provide a 

caretaker. I f this were done , it would create an attraction appealing to 
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a new segment. o:f people, since at present no museums or historical areas are 

preserved in the r egion. 

Other Historical Features of .!h!! Region 

The city of Tishomingo and the old Chickasaw capitol building are of 

considerable historical importance. Tishomingo served as the capitol of 

the Chickasaw Nation from 1856, to 1907. The original log capitol building 

is still standing on a hill which overlooks the city. A second building 

built of brick was destroyed by fire and a third of nat ive granite was 

erected adjacent to the old log capitol. This third granite building serves 

Johnston County as a courthouse and is being very poorly maintained . 

The site of old Camp Washita has been innundated. It was located on 

low ground across trom Preston at the mouth of the Washita River. This camp 

site was occupied as a temporary base by the ill-fated Dragoon expedition 

led by General Henry Leavenworth and Colonel Henry Dodge. Probably more 

than one hundred of the dashing Dragoon died and were buried in unmarked 

gra"Ves in this region. 23 Their deaths were attribut~d by th6 re gimental 

surgeon to heat, exposure and intemperance. George Catlin, the famed 

lawyer-artist, accompanied this expedition as did Jefferson Davis, la1;er 

President of the Confederate States.24 

23 u. s. Department of Interior, National Park Service , Recreational 
Resources .91 ~ Denison lliw ~ 'f'eservoir Project, (Washington, Government 
Printing Office, 1943), p. 20. 

24 Thoburn, 9.12. cit., pp . 122-123. 
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Also in the near vicinity of the lake is the site of two former 

Chickasaw Indian Sch ools: Bl oomfie l d Academy and Burney Institute . Bloom

field Academy was built in 1852, at & l ocation five mile s East of Col bert, 

by the Methodist Church as a mission school for the Chickasaws . It was in 

operation until 1..14, ·nhen t hE' buildings were destroyed by fire and the 

school c on:;equentl y removed to •-ramore . :25 Burney I nstitute was established 

in 1854, by the Chickasaw Council wh:He Daughtery Col bert uas chief. 26 It 

was located about one mile east of Lebanon and existed unt il about the turn 

of the century . Little evi dence of €ither the Bl oomfield or Burney Schools 

remains today. 

25 Susan J. Carr, 11Bloomfiel d Academy and Its Founder , 11 Chronicle s S!J. 
Cklahoma, Vol . II , No. 3, (March 1924), pp • .366-379 . 

2h Cklahoma Historical Society Hi ghway Marker a t the site . 



CHAPTJ.m IV 

F.ACTCRS I NFLUFNCING RECRF A'HONAL DEVELOPl.lF NT 

People and Recreation 

People are distributed without any orderl ;y relat,ionship to r€crea tfonal 

resources. 'rherefore recreat ional planni ng must t akG into accot nt t.h€ 

distribution of populat i on. Likewise the factors of cl i ma t e., topogra phy, 

vege ' ati ve cover , wildlife , and the presence of a large. borly of ,rat.er are 

to be considered in providing for outdoor recreat ion. (b almost every 

r ecreation area the greatest concentr Et tion of U SE" occurs in the i mmediate 

vicinity of water . It is a happy circumstance tha 45 per cent of the 

total populat ion of the United States lives within 55 miles of t.he sea 

coasts and the Great Lakes . 1 

The desire of the Ameri can people for var ious t ypes of r ecrea t i on has 

amply justified the public a gencies , Federal, state, and local in assigning 

lands to recreational use. 

This need was early recognized in the bov1ling greens of Dtltch New 

Amsterdam, the squares of old Philadelphia and Sava nah, the Commons of 

Boston and other New ngland cities and the plazas of Spanish colonial t.owns . 

New York Cit y t ook the initia tive in the first purpose ly planned recrea -

tional area in the United States by the establ j shment of Central Park i n 1852-. 2 

1 U. s. Department of I nterinr , Nati onal Park Service, Recreational 
Use ,2l ~ in ~ United States. Part XI of the Hepnrt on Land Planning, 
(Washingt on, D. C., Supt . of Documents, 1934), p . 7 . 

2 I bi d ., p • .30. 
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The establishment of YeJ.lows tonf National Park in 1872, ma r ked the entrance 

of the ~deral G~vernrnent into the fie ld of c onservation of natural r esources 

for recreation ) 

Social and €conornic t rends jndicate a greater need .Car recreation 

tot!ay than formerl .7 . This is espe cially true in t he inter:ior re gions of 

the Uni ten States awa:, from tht': c"Jast lines v1here even t ' e smallest ,atcr 

areas are sought a f ter by those. de s i ring recrr,ation . Som~ cf these s0cial

economic t.r enda ar-=: (1) th~ change from a r r a l to an r ban socL ty ;4 

( 2) t he increase in aroount of l eisure ti-:ne; ( 3) ere at ion of a mobile 

society by au t omobiles and impr oved bi gh~ays ; (4) decrease i n c hild labcr; 

( 5) modern tendency toward staggering vacation periods throughout the :,ear, 

rather than having t,hem during the summer months ; (6) increased interest 

and improved cheaper equipment in .fishing, hunting, campjng, boa ting , etc. ; 

(7) increased interest, through education, in hist ory, archaeology , bird 

lore, wil d f lowers, etc. 

Along with the increased desire for r€creation has come a br oader 

concept that J .nclnd.,s mental and sr iri tual expression as well as the r ure 

physical acttvity concept . This i s well expressed by Lovejoy . 5 

•••• the backbone of "outd oor recreation" is the production and direct or 
i ndirect utilization of "wild life . ·n In the pas t this has usually meant 
hunting or fishing facilities, but i n the moder n and wider sense includes 
the aesthetic as well ; the chance to see a deer as well as the chance to 
shoot one; the chance to pbotogrEtr,h a b aver lodge as well as t o ear a 
fur collal'; •••• the chance to -wander down aisle s carpeted with soft brown 
pine needles and to Hsten to the si ghing of the zephyrs i n the bouehs , as 
well as to buy lum·,er. 

Thus some people may find congenial recrPat ion in the inspection of 

nature, other people may be equall y enthrall ed by a gr eat wor k of man such 

3 J.bid., p . 31 • 

4 See Tabl e I V. 

5 P. s . Lovejoy, "Concepts and Contours in Land Utilizat,ion , n Journal 
21 Forestry, Vol. 31, No. 4, (April 1933), p. 388. 



as a powerhouse, a huge dam or a fortress, while still others must pursue 

the game , plunge in the water or bask in the sun for th~ir best pleasure . 

Population 
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Population tendency has fluctuated both up and do1'tl in the Lake Texoma 

Region during the past thirty years. The overall result, however , has been 

a decrease in population from 187,764 in 1920, to 147,578 in 1950, or a 

decline ot 21.4 per cent. The decline among the Oklahoma Counties has been 

much more pronounced with a total necrease of 38 per cent. Che county, 

Johnston, decreased 50 per cent during the period . 6 

Crop failures, land erosion, conversion to cattle grazing, and migra

tion to larger urban areas have been the principal reasons for this popula

tion decline in the Oklahoma counties. The Texas counties have remained 

more constant in populat ion due to a more stable, prosperous people and 

more urbanization. In fact, the population changes in the two Texas 

counties has been more of a rural to urban shift, rather than a migration 

from the region. 

Despite the fact that the region itself shows a decrease in population, 

it is believed that areas within fifty miles shoreline distance of the lake 

are increasing. This wonld include such urban centers as Ardmore and Ada 

in Cltlahoma and Denton, Bonham and McKinney in Texas . Over 450,000 people 

live within this fifty mile shoreline distance circle and many of them are 

week day users of recreational facilities on the lake. At distances of 

100 to 200 miles of the lake is the group from which weekend and vacation 

visitors to the lake migrate . Metropolitan areas such as Dallas-Ft. Worth, 

Waco, Wichita Fulls, Tyler-Longview-Marshall, Texarkana , Shreveport, 

6 See Table IV. 



TABIB IV 

POPULATION CHANGES IN THE LAKE TEXOMA REGION 

A. Population 1920-195~Lake Tooroma Counties 

County 1920 1930 PB; Cent ange 1949 Pa£~ 1950 ~ 
:team! 

Grayson 74,165 65,843 -ll.2 69,4<:.fJ 47.2 70,/.67 +1 .5 

Cooke 25,667 24,136 -5. 9 24,909 +3.2 22,146 -ll.1 

Oklahoma 
Bryan 40,700 32,271 -20.7 38,138 fl8.1 2s,m -2.3.9 

Johnston 20;125 13,,~ -35. 0 15,960 f22. 0 10,068 -36.8 

Marshall 14,674 11, 026 -24.9 12,:384 +12.3 s,rn -34. 0 

Love 12, 433 9,6.39 -22 . 5 ll, 4.33 f18.6 7,,721 -32 .4 

1$'7,764 156,003 ·- 17. 0 172, 323 ,fl0. 4 147,5?8 -14.4 

B. Population 192~1950-Lake Texoma Cities 

City 122· 1~0 
p~ Cent ange 126,0 pat Cent ange 1950 ~Cent 

¥8! 

Texas 
·Sherman. 15,031 15,713 +4. 5 17,156 +9 .• 2 20,150 fl7 . 5 

Denison 17, 065 13, 850 -18.9 15,581 +13.3 17,504 +12. :; 

Gainesville 8,643 8,915 +3.1 9,651 .,.s. 2 ll,246 +16. 5 

Whitesboro 1,m.o - - 2, 092 t l5. 5 2, 512 i20. l 

.Q&J-ahoma 
Dur.ant 7,340 7, L,h3 fl .7 10, 027 t34.2 10,541. +5.1 

Madill 2, 717 2 , 20.; -19. 0 2,594 f l7.7 2,791 +n.5 

Som-ces: World Almanac, Texas Almanac, and Oklahoma Almanac far selected 
dates. 
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Ft. Smith, Tulsa and Cklahoma City are all within a 100-200 mile radius. 

According to 1950 census preliminary figure s approximately 6 ,200,000 people 

11 ve within 200 miles of the lake ( see .figure 3) • 

A National Park Service survey gave figures based on the 1940 census 

of a out 5,650,000 people for nearly the same area indicating that there is 

definitely an increasing populat:!.on within the region that the lake will 

serve most intensively as a recreational area.7 

The region is changing toward a more urban population as shown in 

Table VI. However , the change is slower than that being made by the nation 

as a whole or by either of the two states. In the 1950 census the popula

tion was still 56.1 per cent rural. The National Park Service states that 

cities o! over 10,000 need one acre of recreat ional area for every 100 

persons . Cities of 5,000 to 10,00C need one acre for every 75 persons , 

while cities ot 2500 to 5000 need one acre for every 50 persons and rural 

8 areas need about one acre for every 40 persons. 

Thus rural areas require. two and one-half times as much recreational 

space as an eqmd populatior1 located in cities of 10 ,OOO or more . Within 

the Lake Texoma Region t hi s would mean that approximately 2,150 acr~s , 

would be needed for the r ural people and 750 for the urban population--

a total of 2,900 acres . Since Lake Texoma Recreat ional area comprises 

about 162,000 acres and the maximum reservoir area is 146,000 acres , this 

would leave 16,000 acres , or only about six times as much land area as is 

needed locally. 

7 U. s. Dept . of Interior, National Park Service, Recreational Besources 
of~ Denison~ .!!!2 Reservoir Project, (Washingt on, Government Printing 
Oi'tice, 1943), p . 40. 

8 
1 U. S. Dept . of Interior, National Park Service, Becreat ,!onal !!§~ of 
~ _!B the United States, Part XI of the Rer ort on Land Planning, 
(Washington, D. c., Supt . of Documents , 1934), pp . 102-105. 



I 

p _, ., -
• LUIICJ< 

co .. 0 111•00 ,,, .. 

.. 

. 
. " ,. 

• • • f& • • ... . . . . 
ffAlaUN[ .. : .. . . .. .... . 

' .. 
\ .. ·. 

,. 

. : . . . 

. . 

••• &.owwwc,o':, . -.. . 
A 

A 

Fu;. 3 

POPULATIOl' l 
DISTRIBUTION 

UGtND 

• ·- 11£-1 
e 10.- PIISONS 

• 1~000 PERSONS 



TABLE V 

POPULATION DISTRIBt1rIOU , 1950 

Population (1950) at various shoreline distances from Lake Texoma. 

By 
States 

Oklahoma 
Texas 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Kansas 

Totals 

Within 
20 ndles 

207,612 
248,594 

456,206 

Within 
100 miles 

1,023,003 
· 1,t!f'T'J,497 

2, 896 ,500 

Principle Population Aggl<lll8rations 

Within .2Sl .miles 

Texas 
Sherman 20,150 
Denton 2l,372 
Denison 17,504 

Oklahoma 
Ardmore 17,890 
Ada 15,995 

Within 1Q2 miles 

Texas 
Dallas 434,.JJ:,2 
Ft. Worth 278,778 
Wichi i;a Falls 68,042 
Paris 21 ,6Ji-3 

Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City 243,504 
Lawton 34:,75? 
Morman 27,00:> 
Shawnee 22,984 

Within 150 miles 

Texas 
Waco 84,?r:i, 
fylar 38,968 
Longview 24,502 
Marahal.l 22,327 

Yithin 
1%) miles 

1,798,941 
2,667,.610 

154,646 

4,621,lW 

Oklahoma 
Tulsa. 
Muskogee 
Stillwater . . 

Arkansas 
Ft. Smith 
Texarkana 

Within 200 miles -
Texas 

.Abilene 
Temple 
Brownw-ood 

Oklahoma 
Enid 
Ponca City 
Bartlesville 

Louisiana. 
Shreveport 

Arkansas 
Hot Springs 

39 

Within 
200 miles 

2,161,798 
3,311,462 

/J.l.,847 
.253,920 

59,656 

6,198,68.3 

182/740 
37,289 
20, 238 

47,9~ 
15,,875 

45,570 
25.,467 
20,181 

36,017 
20,100 
19,228 

127,206 

29,3(1/ 

Vernon 12,651 Source: World Almanac for 1952 
Texarkana 24,753 
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TABLE VI 

CHANGES Di RUR.AL-llRBAN POPULATIOU SINCE 1890 

Per Cent Per Cent 
Rural Urban Total Population 

1890 

1910 

1930 

1950 

United States 64.6 35.4 62,947,714 
Oklahoma! 96.3 '3 .. 7 258,657 
Texas 84.4 15.6 2,235, 52'1 
Lake Texoma Region B B B 

United States 54.2 45. 8 91,972,266 
Oklahoma 80 •. 8 19.2 1,657,155 
Texas 75.9 24.1 3,896,542 
Lake ~ma Region 77 .• 9 22.1 176,-730 

United States 43.8 56.2 122,.775 ,OJJ;, 
Oklahoma 65.7 34.3 2,396,.040 
Texas 59.0 41.0 5,824,?15 
Lake Texoma Region 69.2 30. s 156,003 

United States 36.3 63.7 150,697,361 
Oklal:ioma 50.4 49.6C 2,233,351 
Texas 40.2 59. EP 7,7ll,194 
Lake Texoma Region 56.1 43.9 '47,578 

A Dasad on combined figures for Oklahotr.a and Ind.tan Territories. 
B Not avill.e.ble; first OklahOlltB. census in 1907. 
C Old urban def1n1..tion; New : Oklahoma 51%, Texas 62.7'!,. 

Souroess WO?'ld Almanac, Texas Almanac, Oklahoma Almanac, for 
selected years .• 

The immense water are.a is also usable but- i te use cannot bf!: as intensive 

or as utilitarian as land areas. If, on the other hand, we apply our 

estimate to the 456,000 people who live within 50 miles of the lake shore 

and are therefore weekday users of the lake I s recrea t i.onal aspects we 

arrive at estimates of 5,625 acres req ired for these rural pe ople and 

2,445 for the urban population. 

The existing land area for t his group would be only twice that needed. 

This does not, of course, take into account local recreati.onal areas which 
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are for the mos t part very inadequate throughout the 50 mile zone . Neither 

does it include the E:Xisting state parks at Lake Murray in Clclahoma and 

Bonham State Park in Texas , nor Platt National Park at Sulphur , Clclahoma , 

all of which are quit@ intensively used . 

The negro problem also deserves special consideration in recreational 

planning for the r egion and area beyond, because of the predominant ttJim 

C:rowism" that exists. This has the effect of actually increasing the 

amount of recreat1onal space .needed in proportion to population since 

segregati.on must be practiced . ithin the Lake Texoma Region the proportion 

of negroes is small, being only 10 ,000 in number or less than 6 per cent 

of the total popula l,ion, but within a 200 mile radius t here are nearly 

900,000 negroes comprising about 16 per cent of the total population.9 

other Factors Influencing Development 

It is axiomatic that pleasura1 le outdoor recreational experiences 

r equire favorabl e climat ic conditions and that temper ate conditions with 

moderate rainfall , heat, cold weath.er , huml dity and temperature are favored 

by most people . During most of the year such conditions prevail in the 

Lake Texoma region. Most resort owners, when intervi ewed , agreed that 

their seasons las ted from February to December. January brings the 

severest wint er weather while the other winter months spasmodically produce 

cold spells and spring-like periods . From the middle of J ul y t o t he middle 

of August is the ot her extreme , a period of high heat and little precipita-

tion. 

Variety of topography i s a feature in which Lake Texoma is somewhat 

deficient when compared with some of our national parks . Yet there is 

9 See Table VI. 



TABLE VII 

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS-1940 CENSU3 

A. Six counties adjoining Lake Texoma 

Per Cent Per Cent 
Total Negro Negro . Fm.-m Farm: 

Populat.ion , Population Population Popnlation Popale.tion 

Two Texas 
Counties 94,408 7, Sl.7 s.3 37~921 39.1 

Four Oklahoma 
Counti.es 77,.915 2, ~5 3.1 /ih,f{2."/ 60. 0 

Totals 172, 323 10,242 .5.9 84,748 49.0 

B. 200 mile radius f'rom Denison. Dam 

Te-xas 2, 768,521 506,899 14.7 1,117,300 40.0 

Oklahoma 2,076,160 164,407 7. 9 811, 035 :39. 0 

Arkansas 522,900 96,693 1.s . 5 289,W 53.4 

Loui,sia.na 279, 573 128,929 46.1 106, 209 .38. 0 

Totals 5,647,2:34 896,928 15.9 2, 323,686 41 .1 

Source: Dep:'ll"tment of the Interior, National Pm.·k Service, 
Recreatiopaj. Resources gS_ the peru.son ~ and Reservoir, 
(Wa.$hington, D. C. : Government Printing Oi'fice, 1943) 
P• 40. . 

enough contrast i n land relie f and in flora and fauna to ~eep the scene 

from becoming monotonous . The rolling land tapering gently down to the 

lake from the C&:lahoma side is somewhat reminiscent of Ireland ' sl1Emerald 

Lakes," while the bluffs and hea vier wooded areas of the Texas shore. give 

adequate contr ast . 

From the standpoint of "bi g water" recreat ion, Lake Texoma at the 

present ti.me has moderate competition from other lakes in the surrounding 
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area . None of these lakes, however , compare i n s ize and only Possum 

Kingdom Lake 1 6 5 miles west of Ft. Worth and Grand Lake (also called Lake 

of the Cherokees) 60 miles northeast of Tulsa, compare in intensity of 

recreational development. Several new reservoirs are either being built 

or authorized within a 200 mile zone . (see fi g1re 1). In addition to the 

lakes and r eservoirs within the 200 mile zone , are: one nat ional park 

(Platt--at Sulr.;hur , C!clahoma), t wenty-four state parks ( the on€ at Bonham, 

Texas is nearest) and several met ropolitan parks. 

Traffic flow i s another important factor ; especially arteries wide ly 

used by vaca tion t r ave lers in inter - state traffic . Only four major high

ways (62, 81, 77, and 69-75) cross the Red River be tween 0klahoma and 

Texas , and Lake Te:xoma lies between two of t hem . Thf>SE two are probably 

the most traveled since they are direct connections between the largest 

population centers. Fort Worth and Dallas are linked to Oklahoma City by 

Highway '7/ and to Tulsa and Kansas City by Highway 69- 75. Traffic flow over 

these highways and their linkage with Lake Texoma are shown in fi gure 4. 

Lake Texoma, when compared with other .famed National Par ks , is 

deficient i n such features as interes1, ing flora or fa una and unusual land 

formations . Howe ver, its location within an area which has few big lakes 

to serve large population concentrations is favorable, at least for the 

present. Topography , though lacking outstanding featur es , is advantageous 

in tha t it permits easy access to most parts of the lake . Good climatic 

condi tions for outdoor recreation are of longer duration t han f or most lakea 

of the Central United States . Th~ t wo major hi ghways of the r egion bring 

many peopl e to the vicinity along traditional r outes for vaca tion travel. 
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CHAPTE V 

RrCPl<"A'II ON.AL USAGF 

ecreational ~ 

Facilities for recreat ion on Lake Texom.a may be divided into five 

types: (1) commercial concess1 ons on land leased from the government, 

(2) commercial establishments on private land, (3) non-commercial group

sponsored concessions, (4) private homesites on lane in special areas 

l eased fr om the government, ( 5) St a te and Federal Government supported 

areas. 

The Army Engineers have set aside certain areas of varying size tha t 

are suitable for commerc ial concessions. These ar e awarded to the groups 

or individuals making successful sealed bids. Cont racts call for the 

payment of a fixed annua~ rental of $200 or more , depending on desirability 

and size, plus a percent of the annual gross income . Awarding of contracts 

is based upon the best perce ntage of gr os s income , t he facilities which 

the bi dder proposes to build and t he i nte gri t y and responsibility of the 

b:l.dder. 1'3ases usually run for f iftee n yE>ars . 

Dur ing the SU"l:mer of 1952, twenty-ti ve commercial concess1 •:ms were in 

operation on land l eased from the. gover nment a.nd one new concession was 

being devel oped . ThE' se concessioners ha ve c ons t ructed buildings, utilities 

and re creational de vices to attract the visiting pub lic to their particular 

area as a source of income . Under t he policy of the gover nment t he r ublic 

is not subject to any charge f or the use of swimming beaches , camping and 

picnicking f ac i 1i ties and boat launching ramps . 
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The government , therefore , has cons t ructed and maintained access roads, 

trails, parking areas, si ns and ma r kers, garbage d:i.s posal uni ts, fireplaces, 

tables and benches, public toilets , public drinking water units, boat 

launching ramps and bathing beaches, besides landscaping the areas. '!'he 

Concessioners, on the other hand, have provided restaurants, supply stores, 

cabins and dormitories, boat repair and service, rental boats and motors, 

and in some cases, boat houses, dance pavilions, excursion and charter 

boats and other amusement devices. 

Larger c oncession areas that are suitable f or many recreational users 

are classified by the Engineers. as primary areas, while the term secondary 

areas denotes those of smaller size and more or less s pecialized interest, 

especially fishing and boating . Due, however , to the i ndividual enter

prise of particular c oncessioners some secondary areas have become more 

hi ghly developed than a few of the original primary areas. Grandpappy 

Point and Preston Bend Peninsula in Texas, and Burn•s Fun in <lclahoma were 

set up as a major developments , only Burn •s Run, however, has f ulfilled 

its role . Grandpappy Point has bf.come s pecialized i n boat storage and 

repair and Preston Penniaula bas remainecl undeveloped at its norther.n 

extremity. From the standpoint of na t ural beauty and s e tting , Pre s ton 

Fenninsula is undoubtedly the fines t site on the lake for a major resort. 

It was the r eg:i.on of first white habitation and in the first recreational 

plan for Lake Texoma devised by the Na t ional Park Service , it wa s considered 

the outstanding ar a for re cr eati onal development . 1 Failure of t his area 

to materializE has been due to several reasons , most important of' which are 

isolation and inaccessibility. Until recently the onl y acce s s road was 

1 u. s. Department of Interior, National Park Service, Recreationa l 
Resources ot the Denison Dam and Reservoir Project, (Washingt nn, Government 
Printing OOice, 1943), pp. 54-62. 
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poorly maintained, dusty and badly aligned . Then, too, the government did 

not acquire all of the property on the peninsula which would be necessary 

for its development. Island View and Highport {see fi gure 6) farther 

south on the peninsula have become t wo of the better resorts on the lake. 
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Burn•s Run (see figure 6), which is the most diversified resort on the 

lake, has had sew,ral important a<hantag6s. It lies nearest the area of 

greatest traffic tlow and is adjacent to highway 75-A and thus easily 

accessible . Furthermore its position close by the dam causes it to be 

attract ive and easily visited by people in inter-state transit, who wish 

to have a more or l ess quick look at Lake Texoma . Its swimming beach is 

more widely used than any other on the lake . People from Durant, Okl ahoma, 

(which has no swimming pool) and from Denison and Sherman, Texas, find it 

convenient. 

- The int ense use of this resort is shown by the fact that a count made 

on the Fourth of July weekend in 1949,· recorded 50,000 visitors. 2 

Burn•s Run is operated by a corporation of five major stockholders of 

Ada, Oilahoma . This group haa sub-leased several cortcessions including 

the cafe , dance pavilion and several amusf ment de vices. TV9enty-one modern 

cabi n units have a maximum capacity of sixty peopl e , and more are needed. 

The !ar·ine Grill , a ca :fe , has a capacity of thi rty - six and the Cha t terbox 

(sanddches, r efreshments and dancing) has a ca acity o;f' one hund red . In 

addition there i s an open air dance paviUon, mlniature golf,, penny arcade , 

merry-go- round, ferr i s wheel , airplane :ride , miniaturE> train , mi ni at ure 

automobiles , ridin2 stabl es ann t Y10 r<":fr f' shment stands. Faci li t ies f or 

minor boat repair a nc boat storage are ava1la )l e as well as r€ tal boa ts 

2 u. S. Army Corps of Engin~ers, Tulsa District, Lake Texoma F.ecrEl§
tional ..A!:.ru!: Prelimina'.Q' .f!!..n of Improvement for Public~ Facilities, 
July 1949 , p . 6 . 
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and mot ors. Anot he.r attractive featur e is the ttidletime, 11 a 65 foot all 

steel, t wo de ck, diese l po wered excursion boat with a Coast Guard rated 

capacity of 160 persons . This boat was brought from the Lake of the C&arks 

and replaced an ear lier excursion boat, the "Wanderer, 11 which burned in 

1949. The •1Wanderer, tt incidentally , uas a 90 foot stern whAe ler that 

navigated Red P.iver fr om the ~ississippi to Denison Dam, a feat that had 

not been accomplished in many years . 

Grandpappy Point (see figure 6 } located in a protected cove and flanked 

by a wooded promontory t hat juts out into the lake and towers more than one 

hundred feet a bove its normal l evel, is easily f:Ccessible directly from 

Denison on a concrete hi ghway that is now innundated . This submerged high

way forms the best boa t launching ramp on th lake . 

Extensive boat docks and boa t service is the specializati.on of this 

concession . A marine r·ailway handles cruisers up to 50 f eet in l ength and 

the shop i s ,ell equipped with boat and motor parts . Covered boat storage 

for 75 boats is available and open slips will accomodate three times that 

number. A cafe seating 25 persons i s maintained . No overni ght q arters 

are; available, al though the top of the promontory would provide an excellent 

place for cabins , a ledge and a ca fe . Ve ry lit tle swimming, camping or 

picnicking is done here . 

Hi ghport F.esort (see fi gure 6 ) rates rnxt to Burn's Run in diversity . 

It i s the onl y c oncession en the lake with its own airstrip--a 2100 b:y 15-0 

foot North-South sod strip with winds ock and avia tion gasoline se r vice 

(80-91 oc tane ) . An application for a C. A. A. beacon for the field has 

r ,ecently been a r proved . Hi ghport stores a.bout 200 c oats in boat houses , 

includ ing practically all Lake Texoma boats over 40 feet in length (an in

vestment i n boats of over one million dollars) . Another uni que f a t ure is 

a Marine radio transmitter and receiver, one of the few inland radios outside 
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of the Great Lakes . This raf j o (St ation KKP) is lfoensed by the F. C. c . 

to operate a t 27.38 KC on a po•·er of 10 wa tts . It has proved valuable in 

a i ding th& l arger er isers eq ·i pped with ship to shore radio , and in rescue 

operations . Bi ghport also operates an inte1·- communication system with 

tourt~en stations scatterEd t hroughou t the concession and makes use of an 

amplified paging system with strategically located s e.akers to cover t he 

area . A well stocked marine and sporting goods store (the largest on the 

lake) , an e l ectric marine shop to handle 50 foot cruisers and a s plfndid 

beach ·with supervised swimming are othE:r outsta nding fea t ures . No over

ni t:ht quarters are availab l e , but immediate plans call f or the construction 

of twe, nt y modern uni ts . A ca fe, with a capacity for 48 persons, i s sub

l eased . 

Ch th~ Cklahoma side , Willow Springe Fesort ( see fi gure 8) cons t itutes 

a major rvcreationa l site . The largest lod ge and caf'e on the lake is 

located here . The ca f e , sea t in , normally ei hty- five pers ons , !req 1~ntly 

serves t wic~ that nurnbPr at banque ts and pa :rties, or can be cleared for 

le.rge da nces. A f ine slopi n~ sandy ea ch, wi th supe :rvised swimmi ng, rates 

secor.cl i n pcpulari t y to -he beach at Burn I s Run . Bodroomo in the main 

lodge, building a nd sepa~.~ate cabil 1ni ta have a t otal capacity of 44 ersons. 

Ca p fo g and picnicking res ources are i ntensively used . Boat and motor 

rental and boat s torage are ava i lab l e . Ad vE', tising, enereetic managership 

and good accessit ili t:y have c f'Jntr i buted to th€ develorment of Nillow Sr, rings . 

I s l and View, on th€ Texas side (see fi gure 6) , and Hi ckory Creek, on 

the Oklahoma side (see f:i .gure 7), a r e outst~mding fur their cabins, each 

be1n& probably the bes t on th€1r r spe c ti ve sides of the lake . Both also 

have well appointed cafes , and Island View f ea t ures a game r oom i n a 

combinatj on lodge and ca:fe b 1 ilding . 5ickcry Creek i s Ui i que i n providing 

excelh=: nt fn:,e r laygr ound fa c ilities f or small children . 
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Littl e Glasses (see f1 gm·e 8 ) is one of the ":le s t locatfons on the lake , 

and i s e as ily a ccess ibl e out o! MndHl ever the clil Madill - Durant highway . 

Ori5inally 1 ased ciy a corporat ion , it w nt ba nkrupt . The r f:'- sent lessee 

is making extens i ve i mprovements , and it promtses to be a major area in 

the near future . Thfi la r 5e :::it boat on the lake fa berthed here . The 

"Pira t e , " a 75 foot cruiser, s l eepi ng 22 pe rsons and powe red by twin 180 HP 

Diesels , \Jf8 S f orme r ly in the United States Lif;hthouse Service at New Orleans . 

Sunset F.esor t (see f:i g re 6 ) is one of thE> ne west de ve lor,ments and 

answers a f lt ne€d of the ne gro peopl e :i.n a re gicn of segre ga t ion. D Jr i ng 

t he sur.;ruer of 1952, a csfe-lodge in the modern styl e , was completed and in 

operation, togflther with a :r freshment concession anf, fonr t railer t ype 

cabin units . 

Mi ll Cree k Resor t, (see figure 7) in Texas and Soldier Creek Camp in 

Oklahoma ( see fi t,Ur( 6) are s i mi lar i n the t each is loca t ed ad j a cent t o a 

home sitt, area a nd si rve a s.s <l source of supply and recreation for their 

r espec t ive areas . Both concessions have a nice, t small, comh i nation 

s tore nnc ca.re ; both a l so ha ve modern OVE' r r. i f:b t acOODmcd'ltions . 

Fock Cree k Camp and Ced a:r ~ayou {see fi;•ure 7), on t he Texas side and 

Cum-.e r land Cove (;amp ( St:le fi i;;·.1r~ 8). i n Oklah0ma, arF dmari l y fishi.ng 

ca ·ips with cabins a nd d{Jrmi toriPS t'.)T bnnk h nuse s . Cedar Bayou is the only 

one cf the t1r eo without a ca re . Cumh:: rlm0 Co ve , i n additlon, has one 

l arge donl'litory t :. a t will accommodate 35 peopl e . Walnut Greek Camp and 

Big Mineral (see figure 7) l ocnted in Texas , to~eth-.~r with Butcher Pen and 

Pennington Creek Camp ( see fj ~ure 8) , located on thP Washj ta arm , are 

fishing camps witbot'.t s l e eping quart '2:rs . Pla1,.ter Flats (see f:i "'UrA 6) in 

Bryan County, Paradise Cove and F1owing Wells ( see fi gure 7 ) on t he Bi g 

Mineral arm and Pr eston Fishing Camp (see f:tgure 6) on the Preston • 
Penins ·la , cater t o fishe rm1m as t.h,Jir chi e f business a nd have from three 
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to eight cabins each. Pl atter Flats was originally l ocated one mil e south 

of its present location. Removal , a~ necessary due to the lowness of the 

land at the old site . 
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Littl e Mineral Dock located adjacent to the Preston Fishing Camp, has 

no purpose except t o store and service small craft, mostly of the out board 

motor t ype . '!'he Dam Site Concession consist.s only of a refreshment stand 

and small supplies store for fishermen . 

An.other concession, Pleasure Bay , bears special mention, for although 

it is located mostly on private property , it operates under the Corps of 

Engineers by permit. Pleasure Bay is located two miles west of the south 

end of the dam on the spillway road . Thus , i t has a convenient and readily 

accessible location. I t has a total cabin capacity of sixty persons , in

cluding one large cabin f or t ~~lve . The cabins , as well as the snack bar 

store , are l ocated on a blut t overlooking a cove . Swimming is 'very po ular 
~ 

here and the swimming area is equipped with a diving tower, slide; s~ings , 

and see- saw. 

These twenty- six resort s represent an investment of approximately 

$1 ,500 , 000. 3 I n summary , the following total facts were obtained by 

personal surwy conducted by this writer during t he s ummer ot 1952: 

1 . Number of resorts having bathing beaches . • • • • • • • • • 16 
2. Number having seasonal life guard surveillance . • • • • • • 4 
J. Number of r esorts wi t h sleer i.ng accommodations . . • • • • • 19 
4. Total number of cabins or sleeping rooms . • • • • • • • • • 122 
5. Total capacity ot cabins , sleeping rooms , dormitories • • • 724 
6. Number of resorts having cares . • • . . . .. . . • • . • • . 18 
7 . Total seating capacity of cafe s • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 674 
8. Number ot resort s havine rental boats • • . . • • • • • • • 25 
9. Total number of r ental boats . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . 890 

10. Number of resorts having r ental motors . • • • • • • • • • • 25 
u . Total number of rental motors • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 152 
12. Number of resorts with camping or tra:Uer park facilities • 21 

J The Daily atl.ahoman , Magazine Section ( Cklahoma City) , February 10 , 
1952, p . 13. 



lJ. Number of r esor ts .furnishing covered boat storage • • • • • 7 
14. Number of resorts furnishing openslip boat storage . • • • • 17 
15. Number of r esorts with marine rai l way • . • • • . • • • • • 4 
16 . Number of resorts with floating gasoline docks . • • • • • . 4 
17. Number of resort s with crui sers f o1· charter • • • • • • • • 9 
18. Number of r esorts with telephones • • • . • • • • • • • • • 20 

Of the nearby commercial establishments on rri vate land , only Pleasure 

Bay , which has been previously discussed , offers a wide variety of recreation . 

Numerous tourist courts, many serving as fishing camps; s ome with cafes or 

"snack b-ars " ; some with rental boa ts and mot ors; and s ome wi t h s tores selling 

minnows , bait , t ackle , groceries , ice, f uel , etc . , are to be found . Olly a 

f ew will be specifically mentioned . 

Ch Preston Peninsula t wo places are worth noting . Hi;.land Lodge , located 

one mile below I s land View on a breezy knoll tha t affords a view of the lake , 

both to the east and the wes t, has t wenty excellent cabins and a t wo s t ory 

lodge with cafe , game room and s l eepj ng r ooms . Small supplle s for fisher 

men are sold at the lodge . Preston Courts , located at the northeast tip 

of the peninsula , where the ol d road to Preston Community di ps into the lake , 

is noteworthy for its ninety foot observation tower from which the best 

view of the lake can be obtained . 

McBride's Skyline F..anch , located one mile north of the site of old 

Woodville , Oklahoma , (now submerged) i s conducted a.s o combi ned dude ranch 

and fishermen ' s camp . Biding horses are available here , as well as , rental 

boats, mo ors and fifteen-man Navy landing barges . Formerly t he only golf 

course on the lake was opera ted here, but rece ntly it was abandoned . 

Beer taverns , with their s t rident j uke boxes and shuffl eboard games , 

will be considered recreat ion by some and should be mentioned . Both 

Grayson and Cooke count i e s prohibit t he sale of beer under the Texas count y

opt ion plan. Within t wo miles of Denison Dam there are , as a r esul t , no 

l ess than t hirt y esta )l ishment s whose prindpl e bus iness is the sal e of 
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beer. At the westarn extremity of the lake, on thf' Oklahoma side or the 

Red River bridge, a similar group is to be found . Moot of these are housed 

in woonen shacks , dirt y in appearance and pr esenting a serious fire hazard . 

The Corps of Engineers is especially anxious to lease land at very 

low rentals to organized grm ps . The Boy Scouts have thus acquired a 640 

acre tract on an inlet south ot Mill Creek Resort and have i mproved it with 

a lodge , mess hall and athletic fields. The Ardmore Council of Boy Scouts 

are in the process of developing a 175 acre plot located two miles south 

ot Cat Fish Bay, for which application was r ecently arproved . The Girl 

Scouts (Dallas Council) have lately acquired an easily accessible area 

lying eastward across the old highway from Grandpappy Point. Che well 

equipped area, a 175 acre plot located five miles northeast of Gordonville; 

has been developed by the 70 F. F. A. groups located in eight North Texas 

counties. An administr ation building, large (JO' x 80 ') mess hall, and 

several barracks, as well as utilities and athletic fi~lds, have been built. 

The Boles Orphan Home of Quinlan, Texas and the Presbyterian Church of 

Denison, have recently acquired adjacent JO acre tracts below Preston Fish• 

ing Camp on the east side or Preston Penins la. In Cklahoma the Presbyterian 

Synod is developing a JO acre area just north of Willow Springs and the First 

Christian Church has a similar sized plot due east across the lake from 

Cumberland Cove Camp. 

In 1951 the Corps of Engineers designated three club site areas, one 

on the northwestern tip of Preston Peninsula, another on a cove north of 

Soldier Creek Camp, and a third for negroes south ot Sunset Resort. These 

areas were d.i vid(~d into plots varying i n size from about fifteen to thirty 

acr es. The V. F. w. and the V. F. W. Auxiliary of Denison leased two ad

joining plots on Preston Peninsula. At the Soldier Creek Club site, plots 

were l eased to the Public Service Company, Employees Club and to PinE> Lodges, 



Incorporated, employees of a Pampa, Texas, drilling compa y. Prior to the 

designa tion ot club sites , the em loyeea of the Warren Petroleum Company 

had leased t,venty acres immediately east of CumbGrland Cove and had 

erected a large recreation hall and kitchen and two bi g cabins for 12 per

sons each. The Southwestern Stone Ccmpany of Stringtown, Orlahoma, also 

has a leased area located east. of the Warren site . 

A number of recreational roperties ha~ been developed on private 

property that lies near the lake. Employees of Mrs. Tucker 's Foods, Inc. 

have a well equipped area near Mill Creek. It consists o! a 45 by 45 foot 

recreation hall and kitchen, six bedrooms for 24 persons and good boating 

and swimming facilities. The Army Air Force at Perrin Field , similarly, 

has developed a site on private property in the Mill Creek area . Qi the 

(ldahoma side, Camp Jack Little, formerly a cam for deaf children, was 

recently rurchased by a corporation .formed by several Christian Churches of 

southern Cltlahoma.4 This camp is a major development , consisting of 34 

buildings, capabl e of accommodating 20 persons at a time . The main lodge 

measures 40 by 80 feet with a 30 by 30 foot wing. I t also has a hospital, 

an a.mphitheater , stables and athletic fields. 

Another i mportant aspect of recreation on Lake Texcma is t he develop

ment of the homesite areas. At the present time , homesites are available 

for 25 y~ar l ease in four designated areas, with five other areas earmarked 

by the Engineers for future demand . In early 1952, 120 home lots had been 

leased and about 80 cottages or homes erected .5 

At the Caney Creek Homeaite Area (see fi gure 6 ) there are several 

homes or cabins built on a luxurious scale. Che Cklahoma. Citian bas a 

4 Durant Daily Democrat, July ll, 1952, p. 1. 

5 lli Daily <lclahoman, Magazine Section ( Cklahoma City), February 10, 
1952, P• 1.3. 
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large houe1:1 , a er :i.ser and a speed boat and addi t i 0nal fad li tif\ s represent

ing a f 75,000 investmEJnt. Another r ichly landscaped and equi:,:,ped home, be 

longinc t c a ei tizen of Ada, Cl<lahoma, is valued ,,t f 50,000; and an imposing 

seven room brick lod ge was completed in 1952t by a Healdton, <l<lahoma , 

doctor at a cost of $30 ,000. Remsir:dng homes are more modest and concrete 

block construct.ion pred owinates. On private property adjoining Caney Creek 

thirty-one e.abins were counted during the summer of 1952. 

The Mill Creek Homesite Area (see fi gure 7) and Sand Point Homesites 

(see figure 8) contain cabins of both frame and concrete block construction 

and at Mill Creek is another group of perhaps t wenty homes built on private 

property . The Flm Rid ge Homesite Area (see fi gure 6) was opened after the 

other three . Several cabins were be ing eonstr, eted in 1952. 

There are several homesite areas on private property n ar the lake . 

Thes e a re attractive to peopl e "ho wish to own t heir property rather than 

to lease from the government . ' Sane have been ment ioned ab ove and one other 

that should be mentioned is Paradise Acres adjoining Paradise Cove. Al

though several :t'ine homes are locat ed her e , the overall piettare is very 

unsightly as compar ed with the w~ll spaced homes making use of the natural 

beauty of wood s and lake found i .n the government horo.cs i tes . A count, made 

recent ly by the Fngin€ers, . tound a totol of 354 s uch homes on private 

property adjoinjng the lake with an e stimated valuA of two million dollars . 6 

The ~doral Governm~nt , through its controlling ag~nc, the u. s. Army 

Corps of Engineers, has acted cooperat :tvel y in all instances so far mentioned 

in helping to develop the concessions and in providing certain utilities 

tha t make the concessions more attraeUVt'l to the public . In other words, 

commercial concessions up to the pre sent time have been developed by indi

vidual ent erprise aided by the government. 

6 !!2.1£., p . 13. 
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In the early part of 1951, the legislature of the State of <l<lahoma , 

realizing the value of recreational resources on Lake Texoma, appointed 

committees in both the House and Senate to investigate the feasibility of 

establishing a state park on Lake Te:xoma. 7 As a restllt of their findings 

the legislature empowered the State Planning and Pesources Board to 

formulate plans for development and to issue self-liquidating bonds in the 

amount of f.2,500,000 for the purchase of land and improvements. The site 

selected was a 2,000 acre tract, nearly halt of which was private land and 

which included the former Catfish Bay Resort. The necessary government 

property had been leased, the Catfish Bay Fesort had been purchased and 

condemnation suits against private lands were in the co ,rts at the end of 

1952.8 The architect's plans have been drawn and construction schedule 

calls for the completion of the main lodge and luxury type cabins by April 

1954.9 The plans call for complete facilities for almost all types of 

recreational usage assocfat ed with a lake and will have accomm.ooations for 

both those who like luxury and those who like to rough it. Two omissions, 

howeVEJr, might be noted: first, a fishing pier to replace the ·present 

hazardous practice of fishing trom the Roosevelt Bridge; and second, dormi

tories of very low rental rates, with 11 ving and recreational facilities 

for visiting s tudent, church,ancl underprivileged groups . 

The Texas State Board, following the lead of Cklahoma, has authorized 

the construction o.f a million dollar lodge on a 400 acre tract leased from 

the Engineers.10 'l'be location of this park, to be known as Eisenhower Park, 

7 
Durant Dail:v Democrat, Jan. 17, 1951, p. 1. 

8 Durant Daily Democrat, Aug. 21, 1952, p. 1. 

9 l'h! Daily .CJrlahoman, (Cklahoma City) Aug. 24, 1952, Sec . B., p. 1. 

lO Durant Daily Democrat, August 21, 1951, p . 1. 



61 

is in the Elm Ridge Area and will include lands originally intended for a 

negro concession lying immediately west of Pleasure Bay. 

Fishing, Hunting, Boating !!1.9 other 
Recreational Activities 

Lake Texoma is utilized to a greater degree for the sport of fishing 

than for all other forms of active recreation combined. As has been seen, 

many ot the concessions make the accommodat ion of fishermen their chief 

business. Climatic conditions at the lake make fishing a year around sport, 

with perhaps, the greatest intensity in the early fall. 

When first opened in 1945, Lak.e Texoma yielded astounding strings of 

black bass--the favorite of many lake fishermen. Almost anyone wi t h any 

type of lure coul d get a quick s tr:i n ,. almost any pl ace and any time he 

chose to cast. The new lake impounded over land rich in veget ation had a 

high fertility. A gradual decline from this ideal condition evolved as 

the fertility of the lake was reduced and as larger numbers of the faster 

multiplying rough fish began to appear and to compete with the game fish 

for food and existence . Dr. Eschmeyer, a noted authority on fish, po1nted 

out that, ."An acre of water, like an acre of land, will produce only 

limited quantities of livestock," and that a t wo inch bass and a ten inch 
11 

bass could be the same age, depending upon conditions of growth. Hence, 

today the game fish have become fewer and smaller and although fishing is 

still good , it i s not and probably will never be what 1 t was when t he lake 

was new. 

Fishing at Lake Texoma exists in all forms, from cane pole fishing to 

casting and trolling, and practically all areas of the lake are fished. The 

ll R. w. Eschmeyer, "Where Are We Going in Fish Conservat ion?" Clclahoma 
.9!!! ~ 1l.!ll News, April 1951, p . 3. 



most intensive fi.shing occurs in t wo places: at the Roosevelt Bridge and 

at the outlet t ubes just below the dam. 
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It is not uncommon to see five hundred or more persons engaged in 

fishing from the Roosevelt Bridge on a warm summer evening. Ch the better 

fishing days, people will be found here at any hour-- portable light plants 

illuminating the bridge if the hour is after dark . Though many ot the 

people are elderly and probably not able to pursue their sport in a more 

vigorous fashion, many young people are also to be found . It is not unusual 

ewm to see very 8lll811 children crawling on the pavement as cars whiz by . 

Fishing was originally prohibited from the bridge, but public clamor and 

political pressure brought about the change . A ten mile -per-hour speed 

zone has been created tor traffic over the bridge, but it is seldan obser"Ved . 

Crappie and white bass are plentiful 1n the region or the bridge . They 

are pulled up to a height of thirty to forty !eet, depending upon the water 

level. 

The second most popular place i s below the dam at the tail race . When 

a large volume o! water is being released !or the purpose of lowering the 

.tlood pool, this regi,:,n becomes especially popular . Cane pole fishing, or 

casting from the bank, results in a wide varie t y of catch. 

Johnson's Fishing Barge , located in a cove only a few hundred yards 

north of the west ~nd of oosevelt Bridge, is a recent innovation. It 

consists of a covered, circular, .floating pifllr, one hundred feet in diameter, 

for the pur pose of fishing . Revenue is obtained by an admission charge, and 

from a small store carrying refreshments, bait and. small supplies . 

The Cklahoma University Biological Station (located near Willis, Cl(la

homa) is or great importance to the future of fishing at Lake Texoma . This 

station, established ~y the University with t he cooperation of t he Corps ot 

Engineers and the Cklahoma Game and Fish Commission, has as its purpose the 
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training o:f students i n fishery management, the study of the physical, 

chemical and biological condit i ons of Lake Texoma and the study of the life, 

habits, abundance and utilization of t e fish of the lake. The plant consists 

of laboratories, a cafeteria, a recreation room, dormitory . housing for 

eighty persons , and cabin units f or !1:£ty . Summer classes are held for an 

eight weeks I perlod and field t rips to the station are made throughout the 

year. 

The work of t he di.rector , Dr. C&rl Ri ggs , and is students, has resulted 

in some important findings , a fe w of which are s ulllJll8rized as follows: 12 

1 . The age and growth of Lake Texoma Fish are apparently as good , or 
better than f'ish from similar impoundments in other rarts of the United 
S·~ates. 

2. Fishing, despite a slacking of results, is better at Lake Texoma 
than most places. 

3. There is a detrimental over-abundance of rou~h fish (carp , buffalo, 
shad, gar, etc.). 

4. Forage fish, which serve as food for the larger predaceous fish, 
are abundant. 

5. It is almost impossible to overfish a lake the size of Lake Texoma. 

6. Fish may be caught in the hottest weather if the £isherman knows 
where to !ind cool water. 

7. The Gold Eye , the second ·most abundant fish in the lake, and other 
rough fish, · such as, carp, carp sucker and buffalo, are good nourishing 
food, but are not being properly harvested by fishermen. 

8 . The harvesting of more rough fish would improve fishing for game 
fish. 

9. Commercial fishing for rough fish needs to be developed further. 
a market must be created before this is feasible, and a stat.ute preventing 
rough fish from being sent out of the state , must be amen<led. 

. (The following {ac~ ,rere determined by the work of the University 
laboratory i n 1952). 3 

12 
Dr. Carl D. P. i ggs, personal inte rview, July 12, 1951. 

l3 ~ Daily Oclahoman, Section D (at-lahoma City), Au g. 16 , 1952, p . 4. 



10. Rough fish population outnumber game fish 30 to 1. 

11. Black bass , white bass -·nd crappie were outnumbered by other 
species 120 to 1. 
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12. Black bass are decreasing; crappie and white bass are maintaining 
their balance . 

The extent of fishing in Lake Texoma can be shown by the Corps of 

Engineers ' estimate for 1949, of J,868,000 pounds of sport fish harvested , 

and by the sale of fishing licenses shown in Table VIII.14 
.. 

Commercial fis hing on Lake Texoma is c nducted in two ·'Rays; trot lines 

{used chie fl y arouno Tishomingo and belm, the Dam), and seining, either by 

hoop nets or b:,7 large mesh gill nets . Hoop nets and trot lines are used 

by t he smaller operator. Conunercial fisher men are closely regulated by 

law and must be bonded . Nylon nets , with a minimum mesh of fou .. ~ inches 

as required by law, are used to catch only the larger species of buffalo , 

carp, gar and cat.fish . An Engineer estimat e :!.'or 1949, gave a commercial 

harvest of 600,000 l bs.1 5 A statement by t he lake's largest commercial 

fisherman, writing in 1952 , was as .follows :16 

"In one year we caught 250,000 pounds of buffalo. In three y~ars , 

we caught 500,000 pounds .of carp. We take at least 10,000 pounds of gar 

per year . 11 

Hunting on Lake Texoma is, for the most art, confined to migratory 

waterfoul; although in the uplands away from the lake , quail and squirrel 

are sought . During the years 1950 and 1951, Texas and Cklahoma, open 

14 Mr. J. E . Wilson, Beservoir Manager, Lake Texoma. 
~iew, July 15, 1951. 

15 k Mr . J.E. Wilson , F.eservoir Mana ,.,er, La e Texoma • 
.!!ll, July 15, 1951. 

Personal Inter-

16 Al.den Kimsey, "A Commercial Fisherman at Lake Texoma, 0 Oklahoma 
~ and Fish~, Jµly--Au gust 1952, p . 11. 



65 

seasons on ducks and geese were idAntlcal , except that Clclahoma ' s season 

l asted one day longer. Both seasons included four weeks i n No'9ember and 

the first t wo weeks in December . Lake Texoma is the largest body of water 

,on the Central Flyway, with the exception of the Great Lakes , and waterfowl 

are, of cours~, numerous . Water plants (e P- . pond ~ed , naiad , muskgrass, 

water mi~foil, etc . ) usually grow profusely to provide food , but of late, 

such plants have been dim:1.nished by t he fluctua t i ng water l e vel. 

The Bioloeical Station , mentioned abOVE'l, dc-es i ntensive work in the 

study of water fowl, similar to the ir work in r egards t o fish . In addi tion, 

both states maintain ran~er st.~tions on the l ake to aid and to supe r vise 

the hunters ano fishermen . The Oklahoma station is at the eas t end of the 

Roosevelt Bridge , while the local h <. adq1arters for the Texas Game , Fish 

and Oyster Commissi on, is located south of Little Mineral Docks on the 

Pres ton Peninsula . 

Both hunting and fishing are prohibited at t he two Na t i onal Wil life 

Re .fuges found on the l ake (see fi gure 2). In Oklahoma the Tishomingo 

Refuge occupies the nort hern part of the Washita Arm, and i n Texas the 

Hagerman Befug~ inclu~es t he southern half of the Bi g Mineral Arm. The 

Engineers made thfl f.ollo,,ing ~stimates of migratory waterfowl during t he 

ye:-._i r 1949:17 

1. Number of mi gr atory ?Ja terfowl using the rcservoir----.358,000. 

2. Maxim1 m total o:-iserved i n one day, Geese--12,000; ducks --143,000. 

J. Number of migratory wa terfowl taken in the r eservoir: Geese- -600 ; 
ducks--4,900. 

In explanation of the tabl e on the following page , . it should be 

stated that figures pas t 1949, can not be reliably used for cl')mpar:1.son due 

17 Mr . J. E . Wilson, P.eservoir Manager , Lake Texoma , Personal Interview, 
J uly 15, 1951. 



to the se tting up of a mutual Texas-06.lahoma F:i sh and Game law which 

c reated a special Lake Tex ma lie .nse (both annual and 10-day duration). 

Oklahoma der j ved 70 per cent and Texas JO per cent of the income f rom the 

sale of this license. The agreement was not r enewed when it expired on 

January 31st , 1952. The hi gher f1 gures for t he year 1948, were due to 

spf>cjal lnterEat shown i n a "fishing derby" of one r:ek duration. This 

der y, sponsored by The Daily ~lahnman newspaper and numerous merchants 

and mbno . .f"' cturers , offered ir.any valuable rizes end a tracted sflveral 

hundred thousand visitors. 

TABU: VIII 

SALE OF HUNTI NG AND FISHI NG LICENSES FROA 1943, TO 1949 , IN 
BFYAN, J flfNST~ , f,. AP.SHALL AND LOVE CIDNTIES OF ~LAH01A 

(Data far Grayson and Cooke Counties of Texas unavailable) 
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Year Resident Non-resident Ten-day Resident Non-resident 

194.3 
1944 
1945 
19/J, 
194? 
19~ 
1949 

Fishing n.shing Fishing Hunting Hunting 

2869 42 14.3 1560 10 
'7028 87 761 2567 23 

18572 248 2190 .3962 55 
16745 254 1996 5770 53 
17831 154 3591 5188 75 
21822 1379 8458 5394 606 
.20837 846 7689 5147 62 

(Table compiled by writer .tran official records at the 
Cklahoma State Game and Fish Department, Capi tol Building, Cklahoma 
City, Courtesy of Mr . Ielley DeBusk, Chairman). 

Most of the boating on Lake Texoma is for the specific purpose of 

fishing, but many of the cruisers are maintained primarily for boating as 

a sport. Sail boating, too, i s advancing in popularity and about thi!-ty 

sailboats were on the lake during the summer of 19 52. Sail boating, though 

fore ign to the s ki ll of most local peopl e , should advance i n popularity, 
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due to good conditions of wind and sufficient width of the lake in most 

areas to make tacking into the wind feasible. At Highport Resort several 

luxury cruisers, valued up to $75,000, are maintained. Several of these 

are air-conditioned, radio equipped and very resplendent in furnishings 

and workmanship. The United States Coast Guard has established a system 

of eight Vari-colored beacons, mounted on forty-foot towers, as navigational 

18 aids to boat operators. The Engineers have published a chart., showing 

hazards to boating., as a further aid. Speed boating bas not attained the 

popularity that a lake the size of Lake Texoma warrants. Probably this is 

due to the preponderant interest in fishing. Several speed boat races, 

however, have been held., notably at Catfish Bay., Willow Springs., and Burn 1s 

Run. Sane water skii:.1g is engaged in, due principally to a water ski 

school conducted at Burn I s Run during the summer of 1949. 

Swimming ranks second to fishing 1~ popularity and is, as before noted, 

especially favored at Burn•s Run, Willow Springs, High Port, Island View, 

Pleasure Bay., Catfish Bay and others. This writer could find no record of 

a swimming or diving contest being held at any of the resorts, although 

two English Channel aspirants (Roy Sutter and Shirley Mae France) trained 

here. Both, subsequently failed in their channel attempt, but Roy Sutter 

established an unofficial world record on Lake Texana, with a 30 mile 

endurance swim on .May 20, 1951.19 

Picnicking and camping are extremely popular in places where facilities 

have been provided by the government. (h summer weekends, it is often 

difficult to find available space in such areas. 

18 Southwest Holiday, July, 1951, (Map, p. 14). 

l9 Southwest Holiday, June, 1951, p. 20. 
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Recreation areas, away from the lake in the six-county region, are 

very few and confined to the principal cities. In the smaller communities, 

recreational activities are usually centered around the school gsrnnasium, 

the town baseball lot, and small local lakes or ponds. ( Other than Lake 

Texama, only two lakes of more than 100 acres are to be found in the six 

counties of the region.) 

Gainesville, Texas, is better equipped to care for the recreational 

needs of its people than any other city of the region. A $100,000 swimming 

pool was completed in 19.50 in one of its four parks. Gainesville is the 

home of the world famous community circus, a complete three ring circus 

that has performed one hundred and t wenty times since 1930 in more than 

fifty cities. Gaines1ille, also sponsors a boys' club in a large modern 

building and operates _a summer ca!Jlp for diabetic children. 

Durant, Cklahoma, has the poorest facilities, being the only major 

city of the region without a swimming pool or a municipal athletic stadium. 

Libraries are adequate in all cities except Mari etta and Tishomingo. 

Sherman and Durant both have colleges with libraries and associated s t udent 

recreational activities. Tishomingo is the home of a junior college with 

good facilities, and a library which serves both st udent and civic needs. 

Sherman, Denison, Gainesville, and Durant have municipal buildings which 

are often utilized for recreation. Theaters, including those of the Driw

In type, are plentiful, as shown in Table IX. 

The outdoor recrea-~ional needs of most people of the region are 

richly enhanced by the presence of the lake. All cities are directly 

affected; Gainesville, due to its isolation from t.he best facill ties and 

its own excellent resources, makes less use of the lake than the other cities. 

The total facilities of all concessions, clubs, and other agencies 

described above, are somewhat below the maximum needs of the region. This 
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TABLE rx20 

THEATERS OF THE TEX OU REGI CE 

Number of Total Drive-In Capacity in 
Cit1 Theaters Capaci;tY Theat.ers Au tanobile s 

Denis cm. 4 2425 1 200 
Sherman 5 2134 1 450 
Durant 4 2072 2 1000 
Gainesville 3 1600 1 150 
Madill 2 7'$J 1 1'$) 
Tishaningo 2 350 
Marietta 2 540 
Whitesboro 2 63() 

Totals 24 10501 6 1950 

is reflected in the fact that most concession operators are planning 

expansion, and that the better cabins are usually reserved in advance. 

·Owrflow into the cities is noticeable during particular seasons and on 

special occasions. The creation of the two new state parks will alleviate 

this condition and may attract more people to the region, although any such 

increase will depend upon factors named in the next chapter. 

20 Table based on personal and telephone interviews with managers or 
owners of theaters in towns indicated. 



CH.AP"l'ER VI 

SCIIE ECOOCIIIC IMPACTS AND COO'CLUSIOO 

Economic Impacts 

In a study of this scope it is not possible to accurately portray in 

its true light the economic impacts of this great new lake. This is due to 

the fact that the reservoir was completed during the war, a condition which 

had an even greater impact on the social and economic life of people of the 

region and which caused a period of both growth and atrophy that has had no 

antecedent in the region. It becomes obvious then that the economic impact 

can only be determined relatively by using another cClllplete study as a cClll

parison. This study, of course, would have to be of another region similar 

in culture, socio-econanic life and demographic tendencies, but having no 

reservoir such as Lake TexClll8. Some influences, however, can be shown and 

the most important of these would be a study of the people who, except for 

the presence of the lake, probably otherwise would not have visited the 

region. 

During 1950 over four million persons are estimated to have visited 

Lake TexClll8, a number far exceeding estimates for Yellowstone National Park, 

Lake Mead, Lake Kentucky, or any other national park, monument, site, or 

area. 

The following table based on sample counts and daily estimates made by 

the reservoir management personnel, shows the progressive use of Lake TexClll8 

since 19/1:, •1 

1-r. J. E. Wilson, Reservoir manager Lake Texcma, Personal Interview, 
July 15, 1951. 
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TABLE I 

LAKE TEXO.U ATTENDANCE IN VISITCR DAYS 

General 
Year Recreation Fishing Hunting Total 

1946 90,000 400,000 10,000 500,00 
1947 985,000 500,000 15,000 1,500,000 
194B 1,530,000 '700,000 20,000 2,250,000 
1949 1,970,000 1,000,000 .30,000 3,000,000 
1950 2,346,000 1,934,000 32,000 4,312,000 

It will be noted in the above table that the greatest increase is in 

"general recreation" indicating greater participation in sightseeing, 

swimming, picnicking, etc. It points to the fact that Lake Texana is being 

used for more varied forms of recreation as it grows older. This can be 

attributed to two two reasons: first, ei'~orts on the part of the govern

ment and the concessioners to provide a wider range of activities; second, 

increase in number of visitors from other states whose main purpose is 

sightseeing. This increase in out-of-state visitors is due to the fact 

that Lake Te:xoma is becoming much better known on a national scale. The 

concessioners have been ineffectively organized but, nevertheless, ha,re 

done much advertising both as a group and separately. This writer, though, 

in interviewing seventy-eight people in out-of-state cars, found the follow

ing reasons given most often for their presen~e at the lake: 2 first, "I am 

visiting relatiws who 11,re in this vicinity"; second, "l heard of the lake 

fran a relative (or friend)"; third, "I live here-•working out of state-

just h<De for a vacation. n (Several instances of soldiers home on lea ive 

were encountered.) .Approximately two persons out of three stated that they 

had been at the lake previously. These interviews thus suggest /a lack of 

2 
These interviews took place at several different times. ; ?fost of them 

occurred at Burn I s Run (July 4, · 1951) and at Willow Springs (Jtfly 4, 1952). 
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effective national advertising. 

A splendid 11 ttle magazine has grown up "With Lake Texana and has done ,, 

much to advertise the lake. This magazine, founded at Sherman, Texas, in 

194 7, was first named "l'exana Holiday. 11 The name was changed to ns ou thwe st 

Holiday" in 1949 and its scope increased to include other lakes in the 

Southwest. 

Postcards and maps are on sale at most places around the lake, but the 

postcards are usually ot interior quality and would more effectively 

advertise the lake it distributed tree. Maps, too, are very inferior and 

not available at filling stations. A good road map, comparable to those 

published by the United States A:nrr, Engineers and showing access to all 

points on the lake, needs to be published by sane agency tar tree distri

bution, both at the lake and away tran it. 

For the purpose ot analyzing the regional distribution of visitors to 

the lake, this writer interviewed the concessioners to obtain their personal 

estimates as to the origin of their custaners. These figures are tabulated 

in Appendix A. Cb the b{lsis of these opinions, with corrections where 

obvious errors existed, and a tabulation of cars visiting the respective 

areas, as indicated by the engineer's automatic counters, Table II was 

evolwd. 

Fran Table ll it appears that 54. 7 per cent of all visitors are fran 

Texas, 37.6 per cent from <lclahoma, and 7.7 per cent originate from other 

states. This would mean that of the visitors in 1950, apprax:imately 

1,600,000 would be Cklahcmans; 2,.300,000 would be from Texas; and 325,000 

would be fran other states. The relationship ot the figures for .Cklahoma 

and Texas rather closely resemble the population distribution within the 

50-mile circle of the lake (See figure 3). They also coincide very closely 

to the percentage of boats registered within the fifty mile ring between 



TABLE n 
NUMIER3 AND QUGIN4 OF CARS VISITING SPECIFIED 

RECREATIClUL AREAS IN 1950 

CJtlahcna _Mah Cilia Texas Other States 

Burn•s Run 64,571 101,470 18,.448 
Sunset 4,703 4,703 495 
Platter Flats 9,972 5,817 831 
Sand Point 1.3,482 425 75 
Willow Springs 35,286 9,510 2,755 
Butcher Pen 18,077 954 50 
Tishaningo Wild Life 10,150 537 65 
CWnberland Cow 16,563 1,765 75 
Little Glasses 5,871 325 45 
Catfish Bay 20,490 .3,017 606 
Soldier Creek 17,104 1,750 150 
Hickory Creek 16,9.32 9,861 1,410 

Texas 

Rock Creek 600 12,11)9 53 
Cedar Bayou 900 18,905 95 
Walnut Creek 650 13,468 58 
Big Mineral 910 18,945 95 
Flowing Wells 2,464 25,636 385 
Paradise Ccrve 844 8,946 150 
Mill Creek 818 17,975 128 
High Port 8,806 24,650 1,761 
Island View 252 19,18.3 757 
Prestori Camp 636 15,106 159 
Grandpappy Point 1,110 16,428 222 
Dam Road 169,978 '2h7,094 48,564 
Powerhouse 108,734 170,8?9 .31,068 

Grand Totals 529,903 769,758 108,500 
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Total 

184,489 
9,901 

16,620 
1.3,982 
47,551 
19,081 
10,752 
18,Jl)J 
6,241 

24,113 
19,004 
28,203 

_1.3,062 
19,900 
14,176 
19,950 
28,485 
9,940 

18,921 
.35,217 
20,192 
15,001 
17,760 

485,636 
310,681 

1,11)8,161 

the two states (see Table Ill). It can be further deduced that by far the 

greatest usage of the lake is of the day-by-day type from people living 

within easy driving range. 

3 Canpiled from monthly reports of automatic counters made available to 
this writer by J. E. Wilson, Reservoir Manager, Lake Texans, July 16, 1951. 

4 See Appendix !. 
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Surveys were also conducted by the writer in an a t tempt to determine 

origin by distance and by specific state . The gue s t register at the power

house was analyzed as shown in Appendix B; boat registrations were examined 

with results as shown in Appendix C. In addition, three concessioners 

granted permission for an analysis ot their register book of cabi n guests. 

Results of these last three counts are shown as follows: Burn•s Fun in 

Appendix D; Willow Springs in Appendix E; and Catfish Bay in Appendix F. 

The results of these surveys are of interest, e ven though no general 

implications can be drawn fl-om them due to their failure to give an over-

all view (permission to analyze registers is not given to private citizens 

at most places). A summary of these surveys is given in t he following table: 

TABI.E Ill 

SUMMAPY OF BOAT FEGISTRATIONS AND RE GISTER canrrs ' 
WITH RESPECT TO DISTANCE JffiW LAKE OF OONFR OF VISITCR 

,(lclahoma Texas 
Less than More than Less than More than 
~ mileg 50 mileg ~ miles 50 mileg 

Guest Book, Powerhguse5 lJ.6% 17.4% 19.5% JJ.8'1, 
Boat Registrations 7 28.5% 12.2'1, 4.3.9j 15.1% 
Register, Burn's Run 8 5.1% 14.4% 6.4'1, 66 • .3% 
Register, Willow Spriijgs 11.1% 65.7% 2.8% 12.8% 
Register, Csttish Bay 12 • .3% 72.4'1, 1 • .3% 7.5% 

5 See Appendix B 

6 See Appendix C 

7 See Appendix D 

8 See Appendix E 

9 See Appendix F 

other 

Stateg 

15.7% 
• .3% 

7.8% 
7.6'1, 
6 .5% 
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It will be noted in the above table that the out-of-state guests at 

the three resorts, confirm the percentage of out-of-state visit ors arrived 

at in Table II. Naturally fewer o~ them would own boats and more of them 

would be attracte3d to the powerhouse , which ind.dentally contains a 

geological museum and an excellent gallery of enlarged photographic vie ws 

of the lake. 

As far as could be determined no checks bad been made of out-of-state 

cars, other than spot checks of short duration. The writer in attempting 

some spot counts, discovered that many out-of-state tags (especially 

Michigan and California) were on used cars now owned locally. Howe ver, 

permission was obtained to check the daily reports of' the Denison Informa

tion Office of the Texas Highway Department, located one mi.le north of 

Denison on Highways 69-75. This office keeps a Teeord of all ears requesting 

information at their station. The complete res lts are shown in Appendix G. 

When summarized as shown in the following table some interesting faets are 

revealed. It should be pointed out that this is not a eount of' ears 

vi·si ting the lake, but rather of ears entering the region and passing over 
I 

Highway 69-75 within one mile of' the dam. Probably most of these people 

did not visit the lake and many were unaware of its existence until informed 

by the informat ion office staff. It should be further stated that 80 per 

cent 01' the cars enumerated ,rere southbound and that nearly all were 

starting on (rather than returning from) vacations. 

The most startling faet in the following table is the great number of' 

visitors to the area from the North Central States , a number that almost 

doubles that of visitors from the nearby states. When this fact i.s compared 

with out-of-state guests staying overnight as shown in Appendixes D, F., and 

F, it further emphasizes the need for nat ional advertising, for it is 

obvious that a far greater portion would stay overnight at Lake Texoma if 
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TABLE XIIIlO 

REGIONAL AND SEASONAL DISTRIBUTION OF OUT-OF-STATE CARS 
STOPPING AT THE TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT INFORMATION OFFICEll 

1220 12~ Total 
July 1- Oct. 1- Jan. 1- Apr. 1- and 
Sep. 30 Dee. 31 Mar. 30 June 30 Per Cent 

States contin,nt !g 
~. ~~ La., 
Ark., Mo., Kan., Colo., 2171 
N. Mex.) 653 437 597 27.1% 

New England States 
(Me. , N .H. , Vt • , Mass. , 106 
Conn., R.I.) 29 20 26 1.3% 

Middle Atlantic States 
(N.Y., Penn., N.J., 
Del.) Md., Va., w. Va., 1/:)7 
D.C. 188 76 80 123 5.9% 

Southern states (N.C., 
s.c., Ky., Tenn., Ga., 238 
Fla., Ala.,, Miss.) 80 61 29 68 3.0% = Central States 

, Ind., Mich., 
Wisc .~ Ill., Iowa, 3932 
Minn. 861 854 1266 951 49.2% 

Rocky Mountain-Plains 
States (N.D., s.n., 259 
Neb., Wyo ., Mont.) 55 69 91 3.2% 

Western states (Wash., 
Ore., Ida., Nev., Utah, 698 
Cal.if. , Ariz. ) 179 171 151 197 8.7% 

Foreign Co1n1tries 
(Including u. s. Terri- 130 
tories) 22 23 ~ 44 1.6% 

Totals 2069 1767 2115 2050 8001 
100% 

10 Compiled by writer from daily reports of cars requesting informa
tion, through courtesy of Texas Highway Department, July 2o-21, 1951. 

11 See Appendix G. 
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they knew in advance of its facilities. At the I nformation Office of the 

Texas Highway Department, they earnestly try to sell the public on visiting 

the lake and probably ma.ey- at least, visit the dam, but the office is 

located disadvantageously, being between the two intersections of highway 

75-A (the dam road) with the main highwey, and thus necessitating a longer 

trip by the visitors. 

Oklahoma maintains no information office, although the game ranger 

station previously mentioned, serves in that capacity for people alreaoy 

visiting the lake. Its position is off of the road and visitors to the 

area see the lake before they see the station. The Oklahoma Highwey Patrol 

Headquarters, just north of Durant, has an excellent location to direct 

southbound visitors to the lake, but no effort is ma.de by these people to 

do so. Usual]¥ only one operator is present to maintain watch on the 

patrol radio and information is not advertised in a sign on the highwa:y. 

This writer was much surprised upon inquiring to find no maps, pamphlets 

or other printed matter concerning the lake to be available. 

The economic impact of visitors to the region would be most recognizable 

in the growth of three types of services; namely, eating and drinking 

establishments, service stations, and lodging places. The following table 

is significant in the case of the first two services mentioned above . 

Although the information presented in Table nv is derived from 

Government documents am demonstrates vividly the increase in sales between 

1939 and 1948 nevertheless it is apparently inaccurate as to the total 

number of some of the establishments. For example, beer taverns which are 

classed as drinkJ.ng places are much more rn.unerous on the Oklahoma. side 

than is indicated. The information in Table XV bears this out. 
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TABLE XIV 

LAKE TEXCMA EATING AND DRINKING PLACES AND SERVICE STATI0NS-l93<f2-194gl..3 

Number or Establishments Sales (in $1000) 
County and Type 1939 1948 1939 1948 

Bryan 
Eating and Drinking Places 43 75 315 1,602 
Filling St at ions 63 35 488 722 

Johnston 
Eating and Drinking Places 15 15 59 155 
Filling Stations 40 23 189 239 

Love 
Eating and Drinking Places 16 28 ~ 309 
Filling Stations _27 17 112 169 

Marshall 
Eating and Drinking Places 15 28 76 310 
Filling Stations 23 23 143 229 

Cooke 
Eating and Drinking Places 33 30 253 679 
Filling St at ions 59 45 616 1,497 

Grey-son 
Eating and Drinking Places 171 98 1,227 2,2/J, 
Filling Stations 197 128 1,4S6 3,453 

TOTALS 
Eating and Drinking Places 293 274 1,917 5,301 
Filling Stations 409 271 3,303 6,359 

12 U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census 52£. Business ~ Retail ~ 
(Washington: Goverment Printing Office, 1942). 

l3 u. s. Bureau of the Census, County .mE City~~ (Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1949). 
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BEER LICENSES IN THE LAKE TEXOMA REGION FRCM 1940 TO 1950 
BY COUNTIES14 
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Year Bryan JohriSton Lave Marshall Greyson Cooke 

1940 66 10 X X 51 z 
19.41. 55 14 X X 30 z 
191.2 .34 5 X X 28 z 
1943 26 2 X X y z 
1944 30 1 X X y z 
1945 40 7 X X y z 
1946 55 7 20 X y z 
1947 81. 20 21 X y z 
1948 ll2 17 29 X y z 
1949 122 29 31 X y z 
1950 137 24 37 X y · z 

x--Data not existing or not available to writ er. 
y-Beer illegal in Greyson County since 191.2. 
z--Beer illegal in Cooke County since 1919. 

The table above includes both retail and package licenses, but in 

Bryan County only ten were of the package type . In an interviev the County 

Judge of Bryan Cotn1ty said that of the 137 places licensed in 1950, only 

seven had gone out of business , while three others were closed by the 

authorities .15 

The greatest growth of service establishments took place in the 

totn"ist court trade . Of the seventy-five courts of t he region, on]y about 

one third existed prior to 1940. Maey- of these are small affairs to 

accommodate fishermen and are located as near to the lake as possible, but 

14 Figtn"8s compiled from County Cotn"t Records made available to the 
writer through the courtesy of County Judge or County Clerk of' county as 
indicated . 

1 5 Mr. Ceph Shoemake , County Judge of Bryan County, Oklahoma, Personal 
~~' Jtcy 1 , 1951. 



the trend is also reflected in larger an::1 better courts in the cities. 

Hotels and romming houses, on the other hand, have remained more or less 

static. 
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In Table XVI, courts, hotels, and rooming houses are classif ied into 

r-our types: 11.AAn refers to the highest type, completely modern, new and 

clean and certified by some agency such as the American Automobile Associa

tion; ttA" is of high type lacking certification or some feature of 

modernity; "Bu is the average type v:t.th lower rates, usually modern, but 

cleanliness being suspect ; ncn is the lowest type, not modern and not 

reconunended as to cleanliness.16 

Other service establishments in addition to the three named, have 

undoubtedly gained economically by the presence of the lake. This is 

especia.J.J.y true of sporting goods stores and of other stores handling 

equipment or supplies used by the visitors to the la.tee. The most succinct 

statement this writer has read is quoted as follows:17 

A fishing tackle salesman at the Dallaa Sports Show, told us: When 
I started with my company in the 19:30's, w sold $2:3,000 worth of equipnent 
in the Southwest. Aside from the Gulf Coaat, there were only two places 
to fish-i,ake Kemp near Wichita Falls and Medina Lake near San .Antonio. 
Last year [1949) Jl\Y COJJlP8.IW shipped into the same territory $467,000 worth 
of fishing tackle. 

Although industry in the region and particularly at. Sherman, Texas, 

has increased since the lake was built, there is very little t hat has been 

directly in....f'luenced by the lake. Two firms were est ablished in Sherman to 

manufacture lm.-es and at their peak employed thirty-five me n be·tween them. 

The Southw"est .Associates, publishers of Southwest Holiday, mentior.ed above, 

l6 Table XVI compiled from information gained through actual inspection 
(in most cases), or personal interviews with owners, managers and tenants. 
The classification system used is arbitrary and pl.n'8ly the opinion of this 
writer. 

17 Southwest Holida:y, June 1950, p. 12. 
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TABLE XVI 

LODGING PLACES OF THE LAKE TEXCJ1A REGION 

A· Tourist Courts ~ Cabins 

Bryan Marshall ~ Johnston Grgvson Cooke 

No . of AA Courts 3 1 1 0 5 4 
Capacity 129 30 26 0 193 106 

No . of A Courts 4 2 1 3 1 3 
Capacity 128 45 14 118 254 108 

No . of B Courts 6 3 2 1 6 3 
Capacity 126 81. 34 14 154 84 

No. of C Courts 7 4 2 1 5 3 
Capacity 90 91 28 10 118 54 

Total Number 20 10 6 5 21 13 

Total Capacity 573 247 102 142 689 352 

No . bull t since 1940 12 8 5 4 13 8 

n. Hotels ,!!!'! Rooming Houses 

Bryan Marshall ~ Johnston Grgy;son Cooke 

No. of AA Hotels 1 0 0 0 2 1 
Capacity 200 0 0 0 475 150 

No. of A Hotels 1 0 0 0 1 1 
Capacity 130 0 0 0 200 60 

No. of B Hotels 1 1 0 1 6 2 
Capacity 90 30 0 60 370 50 

No . of C Hotels 4 1 3 1 1 0 
Capacity 52 20 42 28 12 0 

Total Number 7 2 3 2 10 4 

Total Capacity 472 50 42 88 1057 260 
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normally employs :fifteen people. A few other very small firms produce 

boats, fish bait, naval stores and a weekly paper devoted to fishing new. 

The raising of minnows and goldfish for bait has shown considerable 

developnent in the region and at several locations immediately outside the 

region. The biggest producer of mimiovs is the 7-Springs Bait Farm located 

at Wapanucka, Oklahoma, in the northeastern corner of Johnston County. 

This farm produced about 800,000 mimiow, 125,000 goldfish, and 125,000 

fat-head mimiows during 1950 for sale to retailers.18 

Conclusions 

Several conclusions, of an economic nature, were drawn in the preceding 

section. In addition there are four major problems that affect the economic 

future of the lake. These are the problems of siltation, fluctuating water 

level, competition from lakes being built or authorized and public versus 

private ownership of concessions. 

Siltation occurs mostly in two general areas-the Upper Washita Arm 

and the western em of the lake. The greatest siltation occurs at the 

former, due to the constriction caused by the Cumberland Levees and the 

excessive muddiness of the "Washita River. This area now comprising the 

Tishomingo Wildlife Refuge, was fonnerly one of the richest farming areas 

of the state. People in Tishomingo are bitter about the loss of income 

from these farms . Several business firms have failed and maey have changed 

bands. Complaints are heard, too, from people living at the western end of 

the lake. An association, similar to the one responsible for Denison Dam, 

has been formed in the Washita Valley and plans for upstream dams to pre

vent siltation, have been drawn, with construction to start soon.19 

18 Juanita Mcllaffey,) "Growing Minnows for Profit,"· Oklahoma ~ ~ 
~~,September, 1950, pp. 6-8. 

19 Daj.)y Oklahoman (Oklahoma City ), February 22, 1952, P• 4. 
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Siltation is admittedly bad in the areas just described, but it will 

be a great marzy- years before the problem becomes a general one and perhaps 

preventative measures will be taken before that time. 
\, 

In March of 1953,. the level of the lake dropped to 602 feet-its 

lowest mark since 1945. Considerable inconvenience and expense were caused 

to the concessioners, some of whom found their boat docks a half mile from 

20 the shore. Acres of stwnp fields and mud fiats were bad psychology for 

those who viewed them. Undoubtedcy' Lake Texoma permanently lost matzy" good 

customers. A study of the rainfall over a long period of years before the 

lake was built, demonstrated that there would be lows-perhaps as low as 

590 feet every 50 years. The study also showed that normally the lake 

could be kept close to the 617-foot level and that. once in fifty years the 

spillwa;y, at 640 feet, would be needed.21 

Lake Texoma had a fortunate beginning. Its opening coincided with 

the return of veterans from World war II, and the lifting of restrictions 

on the manufacture of sporting goods. This, together with the fact that 

such impoundments in their early life have proved to be very prolific in 

game fish, caused an immediate popularity with fishermen. Within the ne:xt 

few years, Lake Te:xoma • s prestige will be threatened by several new 

:impoundments (see figure 1). To the south, lying between Texoma and the 

great est concentration of population of the area, two large reservoirs are 

nearing completion: the Garza-l..i ttle Elm. Project, storing over a million 

20 1.9!s. , Magazine Section, March 1, 1953, P• 5 • 

21 u. s. Department of Interior, National Park Service, .Recreational 
Resources 9!, ~ Denison ~ ~ Reservoir Pro.1ect (Washington: u. S. 
Government Printing Office, October, 1943), P• 5. 
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acre feet and the Lavon Project, s toring about one-haJ.f million acre feet . 22 

To the east, the Boswell, Hugo, Texarkana, and the large Millwood Projects 

have all been authorized. While in the north the Eu.faula Reservoir , 

similar in size to Texoma, will lie astride the main north-south h.ighwrzy-

of the area. 

Thus, it can be seen that Texama vi.11 be SUITounded in every direction, 

except to the west, an area of low population density, with new impourxl-

ment s that are like~ to be very popular with fishermen. The new reservoirs, 

being nearer to population centers, will also provide more accessible 

generaJ. recreation. The conclusion is that Lake Texoma can expect a decline 

in visitation during the coming years, 

A few advantages of Lake Texoma will delay this expected decline. The 

fact that it has already developed good f acilities will place it in a 

superior pos ition in competition with other lakes that must start from 

scratch. This factor mey make capital a little wary of investing in 

facilities for the newer lakes. Texoma has had a head start in the building 

of access roads to the government properties. Such roads must be built 

over a period o.f' time as funds accumulate for the purpose in contingent 

counties. A proposed new bridge and highw~ would have a most salutary 

effect on some of the more inaccessible regions of the lake.23 This bridge, 

to be located at Willis, Oklahoma, is umer review by the United States A:rrrry 

Engineers at the present time. 

With the decisions of the two states to build Texoma State Park 

(Oklahoma) and Eisenhower State Park (Texas), a new phase of development 

22 u. S . Arnw, Corps of Engineers, Water Resources Developnent .!!! 
'.l'exas (Dallas , Texas, Southwestern Division, Mi.111eographed, January, 1953), 
p. 31~ (figures quoted are maximums). 

23 n!g., P• 49 
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is starting, that of state O\mership competing with individual enterprise. 

The opinions of ·bhe concessioners vary f r om radical opposition to co-operative 

e ndorsement. The attitwe of most would be a policy of 'wait and see . 1. One 

concessioner e.xpr:-essed hi.~self as follows124 

We the concessioners pioneered t his thing and suffered bad years 
getting started ••••• I was planning on building some new cabins next year, 
but I can ·•t do it now •••••. It i.r.i.11 eventually end up w.i. th a state park on 
either side ai'"1.d private competition driven completely out. 

The well~10rded statement of another concessioner probably represents 

t he feelings of the majority:25 

The new State Park [in Oklahoma] can be a good or bad thing for other 
concessions, depending upon how it is operated. It will not be subject to 
sales taxes or ad valorem taxes and can, t hus, enter i nto unfair competi
tion with others if it so desires. A concession is a business a.nd the state 
is entering into business in competition with private enterprise. It vould 
be t he same as if a state groce:cy stare were set up in a town. However, 
it can also, and will, undoubtedly create more visitors and will, thus, 
increase the business of other concessions in the same manner that a Kress 
and a Woolworth store located side by side are mutually c mpetitive and 
helpful to eaah other. 

One of the mos·b detrimental factors to the f'ullest realization of the 

possibilities of the lake, has been the lack of co-operation bet-ween the 

agencies and parties concernsd. J ealousy, selfishness, and haggling have 

existed in many cases to retard progress. A special Lake Texoma f ishing 

license, with proceeds shared by Texas ruxl Oklahoma, was abandoned. A 

concessioners' organization, with aJ.l operators participating, has not 

been successful. Commercial groups in the cit-ies have often been jealous 

of conm1eroial concerns on the lake. Individuals~ cities, and counties have 

had differences thnt have never been resolved. To overcome these diffi

culties, an organization is sorely needed-one that will represent all 

24 Personal Interview. July 23, 1952 (name of concessioner purposely 
withheld). 

25 Mr. Charles Bowlby, manager of Willow Springs Resort, Personal 
Interview. June 12, 1952. 
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agencies of the lake (concessioners , business men, spor tsmen , the Corps of 

Engineers ., cities, cou.ntles , states, e.11 others). The writer has constant~ 

heard the opinion expressed t hat "the lake is of no help to me.'' In some 

cases it was even st ated tha:l; it was detriJnental . Probably this is often 

true ; but the situation can certainly be improved blJ u group working 

co-operv.tively on a well-thought-out plan to increase a'l'J. economic impact , 

which is much greater than most people of the region seem to realize. 
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APPENDIX A 

NUMBER OF VISITOOS TO SPFCIFIC AP.E A$ AS I NDICATED BY T'PAFFIC 
COON'f:FRS--WI TH 0P1 NI 0N /$ 'f0 OEIGIN (PFFIOO, JAN.1-DEC. 31, 1950). 

Area 

Cklahoma 
Burns Run 
Sunset 
Platter Flats 
Sand Point 
Willow Springs 
Butcher Pen 
Tish. Wild Llfe 
Cum er land Cove 
Little Glasses 
Catfish Bay 
Soldier Creek 
Hickory Creek 

Texas 
Rock Creek 
Cedar Bayou 
Walnut Creek 
Big Mineral 
Flowing Wells 
Paradise Cove 
Mill Creek 
High Port 
Island View 
Preston Camp 
Grandpappy Pt. 
Dam Road 
Powerhouse Road 

Total 

Number of cars 

184,489 
9,901 

16,620 
13,982 
47,551 
19,081 
10,752 
18,403 
6,241 

24,113 
19,004 
28,203 

13,062 
19,900 
14,176 
19,950 
28,485 
9,940 

18 ,921 
35,217 
20,192 
15,901 
l 7,'760 

485,6.36 
310,681 

1,408,161 

Statement of Origin 

--55% Texas, 35% Clclahoma, 10% other. 
--No data. 
--60% ·Oclahoma, 40% Texas, and other. 
--Homesite, pract i cally all Cltl.ahoma. 
--75% <lclahoma, 20% Texas, 5% other. 
--95% 'Clclahoma, 5% other. 
--No data. 
--90% <lrlahoma, 10% other. 
--N~arly all Oklahoma. 
--80% Cklahoma, 15% Texas, 5% other. 
--90% Cklahoma, 10% other. 
--60% Cklahoma, 40% Texas and other. 

--70% Dallas, 25% Texas, 5% other. 
--75% Dallas, 20% Texas, 5~ other. 
--75% Dallas, 15% Texas, 10% other. 
--75% Dallas territory, 25% other. 
--90% Texas, 10% other. 
--Nearly all Texas. 
--Nearly all Texas. 
--70% Texas, 25% {lrlahoma, 5% other. 
--90% Dallas , 5% Texas, 5% Kansas. 
--No uata 
--50% Texas , 50% Cklahoma. 
--No data. 
--No data. 

Compiled by writer from interviews conducted during the summers ot 
1951 and 1952. 
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VISIT<l?S TO THE LAKF. TEX<liiA PCWFRHOJSE DURI NG 1950 

i\labama 7 Canada 9 
Arizona 8 Puerto Rico 1 
Arkansas .34 Mexico 2 
Cali f'ornia 30 Canal Zane 1 
Colorado 3 Alaska 1 
norida 1 Guatemala 1 
Georgia 7 Wales l 
Idaho 2 Australia 1 
Illinois 31 Arabia 1 
Indiana 39 China ___.! 
Iowa .30 Total 19 
Kansas 62 
Kentucky 4 Oclahoma 
Louisiana .37 Within 50 miles 488 
Michigan 14 Clclahoma City 126 
Minnesota 18 Tulsa 85 
Mississippi 12 other over 50 mi. 411 
Missouri 48 Total over 50 mi. ~ 
Montana 2 Total (]{la. 1110 
Nebraska 18 
New Jersey 1 Texa§ 
New Mexico 18 W 1 thin 50 miles 699 
New York 8 Dallas .304 
North Carolina .3 Houston 53 
North Dakota 8 Ft. Worth 47 
Chio 21 Wichita Falls 33 
Pennsy 1 vania 16 Sal) .Antonio and 
Rhode Island 2 Austin 22 
South Carolina 5 Beaumont and 
South Dakota 9 Port Arthur 20 
Tennessee 17 other over 50 mi. 742 
Virginia 6 Total over 50 mi. 1221 
Washington 4 Total Texas 1920 
West Virginia l 
Wisconsin 15 No address, or 
Dist. of Columbia___4 unreadable 66 

Total 539 Grand Total .3654 

Stm§ missing: 

Conn., Del., Me., ~d., Mass . , Nev., 
N.H., Utah, vt., Wyo. 

Figures compiled by wr1ter from gue st book of visitors, 
Lake 'f exoma Power house , Courtesy , J. E . W1 l s on , Peservoir 
Mgr., July 15-16, 1951. 
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APPFNDIX C 

PFI VATE BOAT EGISTF.ATl r)NS ON L.AK1: 1'FXOM.A PS OF J ·1y 1 , 1951 

Denison 419 
Sherman 357 
Dallas 323 
Gainesville 90 
Bonham 27 
Ft. Worth 12 
Wichita Falls 8 
Other Texas addresses within 25 miles of lake 225 
other Texas addre.sses within 50 miles of lake 118 
other Texas addresses within 100 miles of lake 69 
Texas addresses more than 100 mil es f rom l ake _.1.§ 

Total 1663 

(Jclahoma 

Durant 
Clclehoma City 
Ada 
Madill 
Tishomingo 
Ardmore 
Marietta 
Other Clclahoma addresses within 25 miles of lake 
Other (ldahoma addresses within 50 miles of lake 
Other Oclahoma addresses within 100 mil es of lake 
~lahoma addresses more than 100 miles from lake 

Total 

Kansas 

233 
149 
140 
139 
48 
14 
12 

148 
68 

141 
___§ 

1149 

\ ichita 4 
other Kansas addresses ___-2: 

Other States 

Arkansas 
Missouri 
New Mexico 

Total 6 

1 
1 

__! 

Total 3 

Grand Total 2821 

Compj led by writer from official list, courtesy of J. E. 
Wilson, Reservoir Manager, Lake Texoma, July 17, 1951. 
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.APPENDIX D 

SUMMAFY OF FiEGI STFR COJNT-BURN 1S FU EI OP'I' 
(FP..W APRIL 1, 1948 TO MARCH 31, 1950) 

Dallas 666 
Ft. Viorth 81 
Houston, Beaumont and Port Arthur 61 
Wichit a Falls 19 
Texas addresses less t han 50 miles from lake 351 
Texas addresses more than 50 miles from lake ~ 

Total 1312 

Cklahoma 

<Jclahoma City 134 
1'ulsa 33 
ai:lahoma addresse s l e ss than 50 miles from lake 92 
Oclahoma addr esses more than 50 miles from l ake __.22 

Total 355 

Kansas 56 Colorado 4 
Illinois 1.3 Nebraska 4 
ClJiO 9 Pennsylvania 2 
New Mexico 8 Connecticut 2 
Mi ss ouri 7 Fl.orjda 2 
California 6 New Hampshire ----2 
P..rkansas 6 
Minnesota 6 Total other s t ates 14.0 
Michi gan 5 
lop 4 Canada ___J 
Louisiana 4 

Grand Total 1810 

Compiled by writer from offj cial guest register through 
courtesy of Mrs. noyd McBride, Hostess ot Burn 1s Run :Resort, 
June 12, 13, 14, 1952. 
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APrFiDIX E 

SUMMAP.Y Or' FGI STFF C(UNT - riILLON SPPl r,GS PF.SOFT 
(FR <l,~ JJ>FIL 8th, 1951, TO DFCFMBER 11, 1951) 

ffe'lahoma 

~hl~C~ ffl 
Tulsa 69 
Oklahoma addresses less than 50 miles from lake 216 
,<l<1ahoma addresses more than 50 miles from lake _.2lJ 

Total 1498 

Dallas 143 
Ft . Worth 27 
Wichita Falls 9 
Texas addresses l ess than 50 miles from lake St, 
Texas addresses more than 50 miles from lake ___12, 

Total 307 

Kansas 

'Wichita 
Other add resses in Kansas 

.Arkansas 17 New York 2 
New Mexico 17 Massachuset ts 2 
Missouri 12 Dist rict of Columbia _J 
Illinois 11 
Iowa 7 'l otal 86 
Tennessee 6 
Louisiana 5 No Address 455 
Mich i 0 an 2 
Pe nnsy 1 vania 2 Grand Total 2408 
California 2 

Compiled by writer from official guest register through 
courtesy of Mr . Charles Bowlby, Manager , Willow Springs 
Resort, July 10, 11, 12, 1952. 
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APPFNDII F 

sur~ APY OF P. ,GI TFF COONT-CATFISH BAY FFSOPT 
(!F.~ A ,CH 1, TD JULY 4, 1951) 

Origin 

Clcla~ 

Within 50 miles 
Beyond 50 miles 

.te?CM 

Within 50 miles 
Beyond 50 miles 

Kansas 
Illinois 
California 
Nebraska 
New Mexico 
Missour i 
Louisi.ana 

of t he lake 
of the lake 

of the lake 
of the l ake 

Total 

Number 

74 
4~ 

8 
If_ 

12 
8 
6 
5 
4 
2 

__ 2 

603 

Compiled by writer .from official gues t r E gister , through 
courtesy of Pete Willis, Supr.rintendent of Texoma State Park, 
July 5, 1951. 
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APPF.NDIX G 

00.IGIN OF CAFS REQUESTING H\FOF.MA'II ON AT DENI SON HIGHWAY 
I NFOFlMATI W OFFICF (JULY 1, 19 50, 'ID JUNE JO, 19 51) 

1950 1951 1950 1951 
7-1 10-1 1-1 4-1 7-1 10-1 1-1 4-1 
to to to to to to to to 

9-.30 12-31 3-.30 6-.30 Total 9-30 12-31 3-30 6-JO Total 
Ala. 7 6 2 5 20 N. C. 4 7 6 9 26 
.Ariz. 20 9 16 18 63 N. D. 2 15 34 6 57 
Atik. 62 44 44 ~ 206 Chio 111 74 72 118 375 
~lit. 129 131 105 us 513 Cngon 9 14 14 15 52 
Colo. 9 8 8 11 3(, Penn. 70 28 21 50 169 
Conn. 6 6 8 4 24 R. I. 1 1 1 2 5 
Del. 1 2 0 0 3 s. c. 4 9 0 4 17 
Fla. 21 8 4 10 43 s. D. 5 2 12 4 2.3 
Ga. 13 4 5 9 31 Tenn. 9 12 8 17 JI> 
Idaho 2 3 4 4 13 Utah 3 5 0 1 9 
Ill. 228 214 J06 316 1064 Vt. 6 0 0 0 6 

1¥· 'Tl 86 80 85 348 Va. 16 3 13 11 43 

~ 157 188 275 129 749 Wash. 16 8 12 7 43 
172 154 113 176 615 I. Va. 8 2 2 1 13 

I 

8 6 7 86 67 128 78 359 ly. 2 23 Wisc . 
La. 50 23 21 26 120 Wyo. 1 0 3 3 7 
Me. 2 6 2 2 12 D. C. 2 0 0 2 4 
lld. 8 3 8 8 27 
laea. 15 14 9 17 55 Other 
• 1ch. 92 99 126 126 443 Alaska 1 0 3 2 6 
Minn. 90 126 m 99 594 Canada 16 19 37 35 107 
11¥8· 14 9 2 7 32 Can. Zone l 0 0 1 2 •; 338 2/J> 243 m 113(> Denmark l 0 0 0 1 
• t. 7 11 0 8 26 Guatala. 0 0 0 1 1 
le'b. 40 41 42 23 1/J> Hawaii 0 0 0 1 l 
Ne-v. 0 1 0 4 5 Mexico 2 4 0 4 10 
N. H. 1 2 0 l 4 Nwfndld 1 0 0 0 1 
N. J. 14 9 5 16 JJ+ Panama 0 0 1 0 1 
I. M. 22 9 8 1~ 58 
B. I. 69 29 31 35 164 TOf!IB 2069 1767 2115 2050 

GRAND TOl'AL 8001 

Compiled b;y writer from Daily Reports on cars requesting information at Denison 
Hi ghway Informatioo Pftice. Court.est Texas Highway Department, July 20•21, 1951. 
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