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PREFACE 

The obvious fact that Mexico is ou:r only nationally 
- --· 

U!-~epen~en! !an?- _n~_~gbbo!, and _will c~tinue to be so,, 

would jus~1!Y ~ inves~lga tion that might be made up·on 

the subject, International good-will and peace are deep

ly involved in the :relations of the United States with 

Mexico . If the two countries are to be truly ne1gh~o-rl.y, 

knowledge and still more knowledge are p-re:requistte, 

The-re is not a single author1tst1 ve book 1n either 

Spanish or English that is com:pl'ehensive enough to stand 

as an interpretation of the Revolution as a whole. Much 

documentary material is not available, and many facts are 

h!ghly oont~overa~al in nature. The ~evolu~ion began 

To write . 
oom:p:rehensively, one shou~d be a trained historian~ 

etbnologist and economist. One should have achieved 
;-, .·, 

iv 

pl."Ofioiency in Spanish and other tongues spc,tPl',! 1n ltfoxico. 

Uevertheless, the study seemed interesting, ,rad. ·.-:o't'th 

study and rasearoh. The writel' hopes that in a am.all way 
.. ·- - .. ·-· . . 

this thesis might explain something of the Men. RistorJ'. 

and Principles o~ the Mexican Revolution. and encou:rage 



othe?'s to make researoh and study of ov neighbor below 

the Rio Grande. 

V 

Materials used in making this study ha.ve been available 

1n the librB.l'y of Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical 

College. and the l1bl'a:ry of the University of Oklahoma. 

The writer wishes to ez:prass his sincere appreciation . . . 

to Dr. T. H. Reynolds . tho head o.f the History Department 

a.t ()kla~oma L\.grioul~";U"e .and Meehanica;. College. and to 

Senor L. :Pere~-Abreu. Consul de Mex;co , __ for their advice 

in gathe~ing of ma.ter;a1s and helpful suggestions in the 

writing of the thesis. 

W. W. P. 
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THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION: ITS MEN, HISTORY AND PRINCIPLES. 

(1910-1937) 

Chapter I 

A Background of Mexican History prior to the 

Revolution ot 1910 

To understand the Revolution of 1910, one must com

prehend something of the background of Mexican History 

prior to the outbreak of the Revolution. The Revolution 

did not just happen in 1910 out of a olee.r sky, but started 

fomenting as far back es 1519, when suddenly and without 

warning, a small group of Spaniards, equipped with gunpowder 

and coats of mail, injected themselves into the life of the 

Indian. By force the Spaniards grafted a totally unfamiliar 

political, economic, religious, and cultural pattern upon 

the conquered area totally strange to the population tba.t 

occupied it.1 This band of soldiers, adventurers, and 

priests were too tew to exterminate tte Indians tbey had sub

dued; the Indians were too divided and inadequately armed to 

eJect the foreigners; so they bave lived for the last tour 

L. P. Abreau, (Consul de Mexico) Personal interview, (Okla. 
City, Oklahoma, June 11, 1937) 

f >- ~ 

Also A. T. Zabre, A Modern Interpretation To The History of 
Mexico, (Mexioo Press of The Ministry Of Foreign Affairs,~ 
1935), pp. 6-'1. 



hundred years--one like a parasite, too small a body to des-

troy its victim; the other too weak internally either to ab

sorb or cast oft the parasite. The Spaniards tried to im

pose a political. economio, and cultural system upon the 

Indian. 2 Jle:x1can History for the la s t four centuries is tm 

history ot the relationship between the parasitical body and 

the body politic, between the conqueror and the conquered, 

between the victor and the defeated. The conquerors a.nd the 

conquered lived lives peculiar to thanselves, with their 

special interests, problems, conflicts, and passions. More 

important 1n the long run was the institutional. by-product 

that grew out of this enforced relationship. The larger 

meaning of the Conquest has found express:i on in the partial 

blending of the two raoes: ot their institutions, of their 

culture, and in the gradual absorption of the Spaniard by 

the Indian. Not that the Indian is reverting to his past, 

'but the Spaniard with all of his institutional set-up is 
3 being frittered away by slow attrition. 

~ank Tannenbaum, Pee.oe §l_ Revolution (The Brookings 
Institution, Washington, D. C~, 1936) p. 4. 

3 
Ibid., p. 4. 
IIso' A.H. Noll, From Empire to Republic (A. C. Mcclurg & 

Co., Chicago, l903) pp. !='24. 

R. J. MacHUgh, Jlodern Jlexioo (Methuen, London, 1914) 
pp. 1-31. 

2 



It is interesting and worthy of contemplation by all 

students of culture in Mexico, where a system of instituti ons 

was implanted by one race upon another, implanted by force, 

fear and fraud, by cruelty, murder, and robbery, that such 

a system, after four hund.red years, should have practically 

disintegrated--and that with it the race responsible for 

the imposition should also have largely disintegrated. 4 

Underlying Mexican Histo17, therefore, is a oonf'lict 

between two races with sharply divergent cultures. It was 

a system of behavior that had hate, fear, and suspicion on 

one side, with power, cruelty, and lust on tbe otber. 5 

The assimilation of the Indians was never complete; 

their pacification was never complete; their civilization 

was never complete; their conversion was never complete. In 

spite, therefore, of four hundred ye ars of domination by 

Spanish langua ge and Spanish custom, t~ cultural, linguis

tic, and economic complexity of the country is perhaps as 

great as before. 6 The Smithsonian Institute reports that 

there are fifty different languages spoken in Mexico. 7 

T8llllenbaum, .2E.• oi t. , p. 4. 

5 
Abreau, Personal interview, .2E.• .2.ll• 

6 
Tannenbaum, .Q.E.• cit.• p. a. 

7 
~· 112£.• No. 7665, 66 eong., 2 Ses s., IX p. 161. 

3 
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S1noe the Spanish Conques.t. wandeiting military bands 

that have ·aont·inuously ravaged Mexico have been the ~ea.t

est source of racial mixture. Mi11 tary turbulence I more 
, .. 

~1:tan any ~1:Ier phenomenon, has sp!'ead the mestizo thttough-

out llextoo. A:rmed_~ds went 'into . eve~y t"egion of Mexico, 

a~d their aead sp'ro1:1-ted. in som:e propoTtion wherever they 

wet1t. Out of the V,800~000 people 1n Merleo_wh~ ar~ dee

o~!betl as living in a p~lmltlve o!:tili~tion, 4,30:0,000 are 

Qons1dered as mestizos. i1he?"e Sl'e vel!y fn people of Spanish 

descent 1n Mexico, who have not also some Indian blood. The 

white populati·on, wh1eh was one out o:f ten in 1921 by the 

moat favor&ble estimate, wa.s probably one out of eleven in 

The oensus of ... 
~9'&1 glvets 1!474,057 whitea out o:f 14,344,700; ten P':1' e~t 

o'f the total. The o.ens'US of 1910 gave the Indians 6,5'13~000. 8 

Racial change thus reveals a def1n1te tendency. The 
. .. - - .~ 

white element is de.cl1rt~$ 1n J>l'Oport1on to ~he total; . tl?,e 

Indian is ga.i~lng 1li pl'op~tion to the v:rn1te; the mestlso 1s 

gaining 1n. propol't1on to both. The ultimate outcome s ·eems 

elea:r enougl:r: Mexico will become a meatito eoun~y in which 



the Indian element will be greater than the White. The 

Indian he.s lost much of his self-respect, much of his con

fidenee and muoh or his sense of worth. He bas been beaten 

every time; he has attempted to rise in rebellion, so he 

has retreated into apathetic listlessness , drunkenness, fear, 

humility,. subjection and silence.9 His retreat has served 

to conserve and to protect him. Wherever he could, he bas 

held on to his old values, his old beliefs, religion and 

his old government, becoming poorer in every way (eoonomical

ly, culturally, spiritually) than he was ever before. The 

Mestizo and white continued to exploit the Indian by every 

means at their disposal, and with little power of resistance 

on the part of the Indian.10 

We mfq' now draw this part of our discussion to a con-

clusion by pointing again to the tact tba t the Spanish Con

quest of Mexico left neither a unified raoe, nor a unified 

culture, 11 and that Mexico is a country of intermingled 

colonization, composed of people of quite different races 

traditions, and civilizations. As a people, the,r may be re

garded as a genuine national unit; yet, such has only come 

E. H. Gruening, Mexico and its Heritage, (The century co., 
New York 1928) pp. 543-55o.~ 

10 
Tannenbaum., .2.£• cit •• pp. 21-25. 
Also Abreau, .Q.E.• oit. 

11 
T. E. Gibbons, Mexico under Carranza, (A. L. Burt Co., 
New York 1928) pp. 218-225. 

5 



into exis tence during recent years. Mexico was the princ1-

pal colony f ounded by Spain in America, and so it was here 

that the conservative classes, the aristocracy, the clergy, 

and the military gained their highest development and stood 

in opposition to the humble conditions of life in ~ich the 

great mass of the inhabitants lived. These facts hive been 

the cause of the several convulsions that have afflicted 

the Mexican nation in its struggle for life during the last 

hundred years.12 

The War of Independence was a social rather than a 

political strife, its main object was to emancipate the 

Indian, the mi.xed bloods, and the peasants, whom the wealth

ier classes , too jealous of their own privileges, had denied 

the right to mingle in public affairs. This war for inde

pendence l asted for over 11 years, and it did not come to an 

end until the aristocracy gave it their own support in the 

hope of becoming more powerful under the ne w regime th an 

they bad been under the Crown of Spain.13 

The War of Independence was largely motivated, e.t least 

in its early stages, by agrarian am.b1t1ons on the part of the 

Indians. It laid the roundation tor three policies that 

contributed to the attempted break-up of the large estates. 

2 
.§!!!._. QQ.Q_. No. 6536, 63 cong., 1 sess., 1913, Aug. 6 (153) 

13 
Ibid. 
IIso R. P. B. Baerlein, Mexico the Land of Unrest, 

JlaoM1llan Co., New York l9MT pp. 6r-'16. 
(The 



' It led to the abolition of the legal 1nfer1orlty o:f t11e Indian, 

a gesture, it ls true. but yet ~. cJ?.ange in the .1:'el.a~ive p·ostt

ion of the ?'aces 1n the db:'eotion _ o:f ~eater so?ia.l. and 

ultimately-, o:r :political and economia, equality. It led also 

to an abolition of enta.ilm~t of lattge holdings whieh, !n spite 

of little tmruediate ·effe.ct, must be oonside~$d ss a o~ti-1bttt1on 

~_owa.rds d&~tro~tng land fettdalism in 1l$Xle;o. Finally, the 

internal oonf11ets to which indep-endenoe gave 1:ise led to th• 
- - .. - . - . - . , 

ulti'nvate o.onftacat1on of the ahueh tan.tis.. Thls pa11:c7 at cm., 
blow ti-attsfened a. peat body of land f\tom th• hands of the 

ch~h 10 laymen. Bttt 1n the conf'usitn a.nd sti-ess of c!.vil 

eonfliot the recor4.a Wet'e lost~ titles to th.a pTopert1es weTe 

obscured, land owneTShip was mad.a mol'e 6all.tused than evel", and 

what ia still more impo:rtant. the t1;1ansfel' of the chUZ"oh. lands 

d.!d not eh&tJ.ge, the :f'lmda,nental chat"aoter of the lP.nd system. 

The lands of the chur·oh seem to have gone either to enlarge 

existing estatoe Ot' meTe generally to or~ate new haciendas of 

a type alrea:c:ly dominant in the count~y.14The purpose o:f the . . 
refoTm. ther~fo't'ce. 1n so fa?." as 1 t w~s a~mod at the c1·eat ion 

of small si'zed holdings was decf'eated, tho,:igh tt :ls pri.,b:ably 

true that a oonsidel.'able nttniber of oompa~a.tfvely small prop

erties that t'U.d not exist befoTt were carved out of the ob.ttrch 

lands. ,But as a whole it 1s cleat' that these lands merely 



8 

added to the wealth or the large land holders, and did not 

help the Indian or the small land owners. 

Once the political but not the social independence was 

accomplished, the struggle covered a long period ot time and 

was tull of dramatic events, such 8:S the French Intervention 

and the subsequent establishment ot the so-called Empire, an 

enterprise which ended in the death of an Austrian prinoe ;and 

which brought about the final establishment or a democrat ic 

government and the separation ot the church trom the state.15 

The clergy were granted tull liberty in respect to their own 

weltare and eeclea1ast1oal duties, but were thereatter not 

allowed to meddle in Government affairs. 

The country, now almost exhausted by lorig internal strite, 

was willing to tolerate the dictatorship or Portirio Diaz, who 

maintained a state or peace tor over thirty years.16 

/ 

15/ 
;. F. Rippy, The United States and Mexico, (Alfred A. Kopf, 
New York, 1926) pp. 1g7-2ll. 

\/Also H. I. Priestley. The Mexican Nation, (The MacMillan Co., 
~w York, 1930) pp. 345-564. 

16 -
Sen. Doo. No. 6536, 65 cong., 1 seas., 1913, Aug . 6 (153) 
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~l?,~P~~r II 

C ond1-t1.one 1n Mex1c o nnder the Reign o:f Diaz . 

Ea?"l;; 1n the ninet;eenth oentui'y all t abor h ad b·een agr1-

cul1nu:o.l, but after Diaz cs.me into power and va luable grants 

were made to foreigners, mines began to be opened and manu

facturing establishments put up . These ca lled for a new class 

of l abor and for thi s the quickest and br i ghtest of the agri

cul tu:ral l e.bo:rel"s were used. These, tU'l.'ning f rom se1:fs into 

da.y l abo:re:rs. thence a. f evv into ski11ed workmen and ar tisans,. 

gradua lly adopted a higher standard of livine , following the 

exampl e set by the f ore i gners with whom they came in contact. 
. . . 

As thes e men a tt~ined a degree of skill, m~ny of them r-ece1ved 

promotions until,. with the passage of time, they were completely 

elevated ab ove the old laboring ela.ss from which t hey arose , so 

that they , a long with the various gt'oups which had never been 

quite t'ecog:nized by the elite. became the nu.cleus of the new 

middle class .wh i.oh was to start the tt"ouble for t he regime a 

11 ttle l a ter. 1 

Without a leader to excite his emotions and stir him to 

action. the peon would tlever object to the existing order; but 

1 L. M. Sl111thi A.Jneriq.an Relations wi~h . Mexico . (Harlow Publish
ing Co., Ok a.noma ~!ty, 6ktahom 1924) :P• !4. 
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the middle class was qu.iok: to see injustice a.nd had no 

so:ruples a.ga in.st action.. and , though it had become a byword 

with msny, that the pecon wanted his :plot of ground it was 

this same middle olass who really desired the ohange and who 

incited the peon to :revolt. 2 

Porfirio D1a.z set"ved the longest term of office ever 

held by any President in tho history of the world, from 1876 

t o 1910.-· Du:ring this long term of the Diaz regime, foreign

ers were g:ranted enor~; concessions.. They were in substance 

ns follows: 

1. The sale of half of Lower California for a mere 
pittance to Louis Huller, of'German ext:ruotion and a 
na turalized Amei- ican Citizen, Viho passed it on to an 
Amer ican oolonHdng enterprise. It was held that Lower 
California would follow the fate of ~exaa . 

2. The modification of the mining code, includ-
ing tho clause which a ssigns to the owner of the land 
the coal deposits t ha t may be found u.pon it, for no 
other r eason than that of enriching the grantees of. 
unclaimed lands in the state o~ Coahuila , who had aequi:red 
the Sab.fnas lands · fOl' an inaign1f1oant sum ~vi th a · view 
to -selling · them to the Amet'ioan multi-m1111onaire, 
Huntington. 

3. The g't'anting .of concessions to foreign compan
ies to ~Xl')lolt ·· the 011 · 1ands, among which companies the 
Americans preda~ina.ted. The exemption of these companies 
from e:q>ort duties on the ct'ude and refinecl. product, 
thereby depriving the Mexican :people of the only means 
at their command to del'ive anything from the ex:ploitat ion 
of thei:r great national weal th. 

2 L. M. Smith, o;e. cit •• P• 15. 
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4. Failure to prevent the Gugge.nheims from mon
opolising almost eomple-tely the impo:rts.nt metallurgio 
industl"y up·on which the progress of mining in the country 
depended. · - · · 
· 6. The sale for next to . nothing _ of 3,000,000 ·heetares 
of exoellent lallds 1n · the state of Chihuahua to two favor• 
1tes of the Mexican Govel".nment, that they might resell to 
Mr. Hearst. · 

. 6. · The granting to Colonel Greene, sn ame~toa.n 
o1tlta&n., of enorm.$US ooncossione in the ooppe? lanls 
of the state of Senol'a, upon which he had esta.bl1ahed 
the famous Cananea plant. where the fo'l'J.tf thousand. em
ployees w-e:re tTeated like slaves, and with such inhuman
ity that thette was· an uprising among them. w1 th the re
stil t that ··armed men-from the United states pass ed into 
Nrexioan tettttory to ptoteot the Ame:riean opp:ressoTs. 

7. The granting of · eencesaions 1.n_· rnbbei- lands to 
the i1mer1ean multi-m1111onail.•es. John R&ekefeller and 
:Nelson Aldrich. which caused the ruin of a number of 
towns in the state of' D'tll'ane;,o. 

a. The sal.e to twenty-eight favorites of some fifty 
millions o.:f h.eotm-ea of ma:rve,lo:usly fei'tile la.nd.s so that 
these fa.Ttl'ites might alienate them for a song to foreign 
companies mo.stly Amer lean. 

9. The ex:pulsion of the Yaquis Indians from the1i
magn1ficent lands in ordel' that bu?'eaucrats could sell 
them to · American investors. 

ltl. ~e a~pointment of Amel'lcans to · all important 
pos1t1ena in the naticmal :railway system. _· 

ll. The placing . of foreign loans wtth the New York 
banks- parti0ulaTly th.e New Yol"·k h~e of J. :P. Morgan. 

i2. The eomplt3te J)l"Ost!tution of Mexican ciourts to 
America.ti litigants. 

· 13~ Neglect to pursue the Chami,sal qu-estion to the 
end. -\fhioh would ha.ve put the 1r,notU1 people -in the poss
eas ion. .. ef the ter:rf.t t,cry upon which the city o:t El :Pa.so is 
b·U:ilt.3 

3 Fl"anaiseo Bulnes. ·The Whole Truth A'b$ut ¥ex1eo. (The 
Ame~1ean Book Co •• D'ew !o,:oft Ul~l) :PP• !!0..;.127. · 



The 1ne.reasing power and Wluenoe of the United States 

citizens 1n the life of Mexioo during the Dia~ regime is 

well known. · It is generally understood that not mot'e than . . 

'15i)OO United States olti~ens were 1n Mexico in 1910, o:f . . 

whom about 10, 000 were in the eapi ta.l. 4 !he influence of - .. 

this grou:p was out of all pl'oport!on to its numbers. For 

one thing its member s ve't!y seldom intermarried with :Mexicans, 

maintaining thei'l." identity just as they netn"cy always most 
. - . 

jealously reta ined their nationa.litY'• Esteban Maque1' Castel

lanos speakS of the "Yankee Peril'' during the Diaz regime 1n 

his book .B: lgunos l'l'oblemas Naeionales (Some National ~oblems) 

as follows: 

There are annually invested in Mexico by Ame~loans 
about fifty m11u:on dollars; the Alll8i"loa:n population in·
ereases -·annually by about three Ol.' four thousand. Some 
six to eight hundl'ed. millions of American money a:re in
vested in the oountl'Y; the Amel'ioan eol,:oey tnay be as · 
high s.s sixty thousand. This imniigi-at10li is da.ngttou, 
beoause ·t t l'e:preaents a rapid absorption which may fuse 
Mexican nationality with Amel'1can thZ'ough d.isappea.t'anee 
of econdmie and politleal a11tonomy. 

The:re are t hree tnes of American popula. tion 1n 
Mexico. · The Ame~lca.n population whioh oomes to make 
1 tself permanent is one•t.hird e om.posed of sane and. · 
jud1cioua elements, well-educat ed men o.:f entel'prls e, 
who have a propeT oono.eption of equity and justice, and 
are adapt able to environment. This type of Amei.-ioa.na 

4 United States FOt"e"ign Rel.at1cme ,. C 1910) Investigat ion of 
Yexioa.n Affaii-s l'P.• 2250-2253. 



proceeds o:rdma:ri ty from the center or north of the 
United States~ It considers 6:ur laws good enough,, It 
nevoT speaks of W81.'~ annexation. or impe:r1al1sm with 
referen.ee to Mexico. 

13 

The seoond one-thill'd 1a fot'med of that gtoup tf 
Ame~1oans who eome to Mexico looking :for woi-k. to str11.ggle 
for a fttture. :fo'l:' a be·tte:r economic situation than they 
enjoyed in the States. · They are mo.dost 1n means and 
education. good Ya.rikees stl.'ong enough fo?' rude t asks. · 
o:r sometimes. pet"sons who a l.'e $±JX1ous to dress 1n style. 
They neithet hate us et like us. Fo:r them a Mextoanis 
always '" sn 1ntellectu.a1.,~soo1a1, · and politloal · 1ntel'1al'~ 
!My come espeoia.tly hom the nt,rthwest and southwest of 
the United States, . This group follows the :first group 
of Ame,:,1oans, oonsidetJing them the distinguished ones and 
having a sort of snobbish desire to be associated with 
the-m.5 

In 1902 the United. States investments in Mex1eo were . . . 
estimated at over $500,ooo.~oo. while by 1912 the sum had 

more than doubled. In fact. at the latter date it is es

timated that if all property in Mexico had been sold at its 

lll8l'k:et value and the paroce.eds distributed to the owners. 

more would have been sent north of the Rio Grande than 're

mained south o:f it. 0 In l!ll! Am~ric~ holdings in Mexican 

rai lwn~ were valued at ~650 000" 000.. a.mer1c 0 ""'Q had con-,-..,... 'ti' · · t , ~ 

struoted about two-thi'rds of Mexico's sixteen thoneand miles 

. . 
~ xiJit·P!nic t:mE!ri~a.u J:Iisto:rieel Review,. ( 1919). II. pp. 287-288. 

6 .-:x-.;. ,::'li11oott, L1'beioal1sm m ·:M.e$ico, (1&5'1•19£.9 ). (The . 
Stanfo'li'·d Un1versff7 :Preas, stant'ord University. California 
1931) p. lGO~ . · · . 
also Rippy,. !P• e1 t., p. 312. 
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of rai lv1&ys. 7 The percentage of investment by the Mexioa.u. 

Govel'nment in railways was. only f1:f'teen to eighteen :per oent. 8 . . . 

In 1903; President Diaz estimated the Am.e1:'icon ~ap1tal invest-
~ . . . . 

$"d in mining entett~riae~ to be $so;~.ooo and in 1,ur; 
American mining pl'Ope?'t1es in Mexico we-re valued at $250,000,

o·oo. 9 

Along With the raihtoad men and the mine-rs came the t'aneh• . . 
men, the planters, the land-specula tors, and the small fal.'mers. 

The large holdings was the l"ule. Into Lower Cal1:fo:rn1a went 
- . 

Fl~t'~s. Hale and Compaey o:f San nano1aoo. fo-r the purpose of 

bUfil'lg a?!,d ~ea~1ng tho~ands _of square _miles o:f land :for the 

production of orchilla. Into this tenitory went likewise the 

a.gents of t he McCorm1ck harvester interests 0£ Chio·ago, to 

exploit the sguey fibre, and the rep:resentative.s of g:reat land 

and eattle companies or speculators in real estate., to :p:u:rohase 

:p:ro.perties varying 1n tti"ea fl.tom fifty thousand to three million 

a.cl'·ea. to 

In cattle and oJ.l lands .ameriaans purchased over a billion 

aoi-ea of ~nd :tn various parts o:f lle.xioo. LaTge .amerioan hold

ings could be found 1n every Mex!oa.n state and partloularly 1n 

7 Fall Comlhittee:, Uni.tad States ·commereia.l R&lations R~o:rt 
m02) I •. 4m3o.·~·.11eporr1·1:- ~~ -- 21553. --·-----~ -- -- ·- --

s Set1!_, DQ<h, 66 cong.! 2 sess. IX. J?:P• 1794-1795. 

9 ~ D ~a 3 a LXVI ~32 .::, en •. oe., o ~?ng•, ~ess. • :p. ;:; · • 

10 Rippy, op. cit., p. 313. 
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the north and in tho tro;?iae.t :t"egiona whe?"e Americans engaged . . .. . 
1n the oult1vation of S'tlgar~ ooffee, nbbe?". cotton, and 

... ' f ; 

troJ;>ioa l fruit s. ~ese lan~s totale~ a.~oximately 2, 500,(?00 

acros . The Fall Commit tee o'f the United States Senate report

ed that tho1!e we?"e in 1912 not less t han fifteen thousand 

Americans i-ea:1'4~ pei-manentty m :irext.eo a:nd cultivating lands 

in a.mall holdings. 11 The value of the tota l investments of 

United St a.tea o1t!B4rl:S 1n Mexico is eertlniated in 1912 to be 
_, . . .. . 
ove:r $1,067,000,000. aocordw.g to Fatl the Amel'ioans owned. 
- · -· - - ' ~. . -· .. ~ . 
in the year of. 1919, '18% of the mines, 'tf4> ef the sm.elte!s~ 

58% of the oil, and 68;'-i of the rubber business of tlu:loo. 12 

During the ascendancy of the "c1ent1.floosu undo~ the 

r ·eign of Diaz, the process of despoiling the Indian of hie 

land became a t'egula.t" so lanoe. 85% of the ;fip,tcul tu-rat land 

of ?.taxico fell into the ha.nds of leas than 1% of the ~'Ural 

families •. 13 In Ohihushu.a, the Te:rt'asas F~ly ~d. th~ Creel 

Fa.mi~ (re_t.ated by ~i-riage .) u.d near!1' u;·ooe~'OOO aeres of 

land. Fewel:' th&n . 2,700 ~wnilies bad more tllan hat£ o! the 

p?'opel!ty of the Republic. and 114 :fam111ea owned approximately 

ll Fall ·aomttt:e,e, R~pott II~ p •. 3312l Bouse Doe. No. 305, 
_ 67 'cotJ.g .,. ~ seas., :P• 50V .• 

12 Ib1d., pp. 3~12,. _ 3322; p. 503. 

13 Ra.man Beteta, ~om;:a.me. EeonoJJ.t!.eo Y Soe1a.l De Mexi~o. (0:ludad 
de D:ex1co 1935) p.. a. 
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one fourth of the land. 14 The Indian bad so li tt ie t:hat it 1s 

ha.rd to estimate auoh a small qu.anity. It was argued that 

the Ind.ian was unp:rogi-esslve and lsolcing in ene:rgy and fore-- . . 
sight~ There£o~e~ Yexi.oo had remained a backward state. 

princ1pa1ly due to the fai;tn'e o~ the Indian to develop the 

oo,mtey •s. agr1oul ~ttrnl resources. For his best interests, 1t 

was urged. the prope:rty of the Indian and even the Indian 

himself, should 'be 1>lno·ed in the hands 0£ thos e who would 

make bettor use of the natut"al and human re·sOUl'aes of the 

count'l.'y.15 

Theoi-·etlcally this seemed sound; praotically, Jlex!co 

made oonsiderable mter!at advance but showed detel"io~at1on 
- -

in those chal"acterist1cs of the p:opute.tlon which in the 

aggregate att& ge-ne:rally rcga?",ded as measur1Dg oivilt:sat1on 

and p'rogress . Education la.nguished; demoo:-:-a:tiv pol1t1oal 

institutions disapp-,e!.tl':'&d, or at least failed to develop; 

land owners showed little interest in improving their pl"op

el"tie-s but pl"efert'ed to l'eside in Umcioo City O?' :Pai"is and 

mke th1o possible through the exploitation o:f tenants and 

labo~e'l"s. Evon sueh inadequate wages as we're paid. generally 

t0:ok the form of erd.e?',s on the ·t1endas de ?a.ya.a wh.e:t"e bad 

. . -
14 Abl.'-eau., Ol?• c1S,. 
15 I 

Tannenbaum. (U by R.) op. cit., 
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merohandtse was sold at uneonaolanable prices. Children 

inherited and, beoame ?'esponsible for the 1;ersonal debts of 

thetl" pa:ronts. il. wo1fk1ng_ n~rangement was d~vieloped. between 

the planters and the Chitteh by whi.oh rel1g1ott& dues o:f all 

kinda \"t' ero adve.nee·a. by the _haoendaio., enjoyed by the elorgy 

and ohatrgea. to the laborer. Thus the peasant or :peon found 

himself bm'd.ened with debts which were completely' be.7ond his 

poor ability to evm.' pay, while legislation oonveniently pi-o

vided that he could not leave his employe:r until a.11 1ndebt

edn.e-as had been met. Th1s waa tho system of :peonage whioh 

developed to its highest foi-in under the reign of Diaz. It 

differed little in prootioa.1 effect fl-om the neg.tto slavery 

which formel"ly extsted in the United Sta.tea. Such a system 
. -

was bottnd to generate inoi-easing opposition to its stupidities 
- ~· . ,,. , . 

. . 16 and o-ppl!'esstons ~ and paved the way fol' the ttevolut;on. 

The Dtai Govel"lllnent did not rest upon ptialio opinion OT 

congressional action. Under the Const 1tut,1on the llepu.'bl1o of 

Mexico has its thr·ee gove1:'nmental bodies. the executive, the 

;ogist,ntt'!e, alld ~?e jud;c1al. The fl:rst of these had now 

out~own and ~id~e~ th,e otheaos fl'om view. Dias did not goveft 

t'ht"origh the fl')l!'oe of 1.eglslative sanction.- but through the il.'011 

hand of miltta?'y fo?'oe. Co.ngress was fully 1n aoe.ord with him 



and '" supported him in a'll his measures! When the president 

and cabinet had no speeiaL work for the legislature to do, 

they indulged in literary declamations upon subjects that 

served to pass the time, but that were utterly destitute of 

political significance.17 

The Chamber of Deputies had a peculiar organization. 

First, came the members of the "royal family," a dozen or 
~ 

so; then, the sons of the old war companions of the chief; 

then, the sons-in-lawf who had married d'eughters of govern

ment officials • Then, c rune the ndinos f inos , who th rough 

family !ll.f'luenoe, followed0
•0 in the wake of Dona Carmelita 

18 

( the Senora de Diaz) •18 Of' course such a body could be only 

reactionary and subserylent. The cabinet officers vn th 

notable exception, such as Romero Rubio, Baranda, and 

Limantour, were subservie.nt and incompetent. The Supreme 

Court made no consistent decision and had no uniformity. 

No interest or responsibility was felt by the members, be

cause Diaz made their decisions in advance for them. Mexico 

was as a consequence always surbordinate to the White House19• 

17 
Charles Morris, The story of Mexico, (L. T. Myers Co., 
Chicago 1914) pp~26-228. 

18 
Abreau, .21?.• cit. 
Also Hispanic American Historical Review, .2.E.• cit~, , p . 287. 

19 
Abreau, 2E.• ill• 
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Pe:rhsps the chief cause :fol:' the immediate development o£ 

the agitation against the continu.snoe of l??'asident Dias in 

power may be att:ribut0ed directly to the :president 'a own aotion. 

Some time befotte his election for his la.st term of off1oe he 

had e.xpl1o1tly stated that tmde't' no conditions would he again 

allow hims:elf to be nominated for the Pl'esidenoy. In an 

interview with a 1."epresentative of Pearson •s Magazine for 

Ma.?'oh, Pl:'es1dent Diaz made the following statement 1n Muoh .. . - . .. 

1908. and its veracsitv bAe never been questioned. His w~ds 

were: 

No matte'l' what rq :friends and supJ)ort~rs sa;y, I 
l'&tb.·e when JlW' present te:rm of offlee ends, and I shall 
not serve again. I shall be elgh:tyyears old then. I 
have waited patientl7 for the day when the people of the 
liexlcan Republ1e will be pre1.>a.r·ed to ehoose and change 
.their Gove:rnment at every election without dangel.' of 
~ed -revoluttons and W'ithout ln~T to t'h.e National 
01:1edlt or intarferen.ce with :tiational progr$ss. I be
lieve that - lay has -come; I welcOTat an Oppesitton party 
1n the ltexiean Rtpubtto. If it . ap~ars 1 t 'Wilt regard 
it as· a bles~ing, not an evl l; -and 1:f 1 'i ean dev·•lop · .. · 
powe'f. not·to explo1.t 'but to gev&t"n, I will stand by tt, 
support 1t. advise it, and fol'g·et n\YSelf 1n the suoaess
ful inauglll'ation of complete deniocratic government 1n the 
eount:ry. 20 

Certain elell1(Jnta took the Preaid8llt at h1.s word, and there 

immediately began a d1scuasion of possible oandidates for the 

Frestdenoy, and of various questions relating to popular gov.ern• 

ment. D1S.'Z watohed this movement very closely, and trom his 

. 
20 R. R; Murr~, WOl'ld \VQl:'k "Porfirio Diae at First Hand." 

XXII, (May-Oct., 1§11) PP• 145171-14591. 



knowl edge of Mexican affa irs he very speedily discerned that 

it we.snot traveling in the direction which he had antici-

20 

pated. There were symptoms which showed that his retirement 

at that stage might lead to a revival of the old conditions 

which had dis tracted Mexico for fifty years arter the achieve-
21 ment of independence. 

The prediction of the .Antireeleotion Party that Presi

dent Diaz would run again, in spite of what he had declared 

to creelman, was realized. The President, who had been presi

dent for 34 years, announced his candida cy for his eigh th 

term, despite his declaration. He seleeted for Vice Presi-

dent Don Ramon Corral, leader of the ''cientifioos" and 
-

thoroughly unpopular . General Bernardo Reyes, governor or 

the State of Nuevo Leon, v.ho had been minister of war on 

Presid ent Diaz's staff, was reported to be oppos ed to the re

election of Vice President Corral, and many per s ons advocated 

that General Reyes himself be elected Vice Presid ent. In the 

midst of the eampaigh Genera l Reyes went to Mexico City and, 

soon after, to Europe on a s pecial milita ry mission. 

The oppos ition nominated Francisco I. Madero, of Monter ... 

rey, for President. 22 

MacRugh, -2£.• ..2.!l•t pp. 159-160. 

22 
United s tates Foreign Relations, (1911) p. 348. 



Chapte'!' III 

mE :b'ALL OF DIAZ .t\llD THE RISE OF MB.DERO 

1ME. l3EGIN'.l!N'G OF THE J.tEX:tCAN REVOLU~ION 

ll'ldei,o eaare ~om a Vff'J' weultby and very influential 

family, moat of Whom had always been a-tauneh Sl1pIM>:~ters ot . . 
h'&aicle:nt Dtac, and; a~though they greatq 3:es:peot-ed their 

d1sting111shed re~ative, IIBicy" of the fandl.1'· openly declued 

21 

1n :favo::r of Diaz. Mader J was a {P:'a1lw:lte of th,e J.laasaohusetts 

Inatitute o:f' Technology. He was consoientious and b·el1eved 
~ ~ ~ . 

he oonld govel:'n Moxioo. be·tter _ ~h~ PoT:firlo Diaz; battel' tb~ 

any- one except hil'JlBel:f. 1 Franciseo Madero had mitten a book; 
. - - .. . . .. . . --

wh;ch had had a w1de -eiroulation. and ~h!oh emphasised t~e 

1)1'0:bsb111ty that a Oor~al administ~at.ion would be even worse 

than the D1at regime. 

J!ade~o was a fluent speaker. D't'.tt-ing the campaign he went 

about :f~ months., u-rgillg the people to l"ise against the exist

tn.g tyttann1' a.:nd :f'igh~ w1~~ wha~ .w~a:pona ~they eou;a. find f~ 

the re.est.ab 1 tshme:ttt of C oni,:t i tut iona 1 goverliUIU:Jnt. 
··-· _, . . 

The election date was J1me 2,6., 19·10. On :rune 5, in the 

midst o:f his oamp:a.ign, Madet'o was a:rrasted. at Monterl'ey on 
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a charge of having concealed a fugitive from justice--

Roque Estrada. Madero's own secretary, and habitually in 

Madero's house. Madero was taken to S&n Luis Potosi, where 

he was convicted or sedition, held until after the elections 

were over, and then, tb.rough the efforts of friends, releasod 

on 8,000 pesos {$10,000.00) bail, with restriction, however, 

to the limits of San Luis Potosi, where he was kept under 

observation. Other Antireelectionists were similiarly 

treated. Some escaped and fled to revolutionary centers in 

the United States, wh ere their writings and other activities 

greatly emboldened the revolutionists. ~No cf these, 

Ricardo and F..Jn"ique Flores Magon, were indicted by the 

United States Federal grand jury for violatiDg the neutrality 

laws; Ricar do was convicted and imprisoned; Enrique contin

ued writing widely quoted articles.2 

The t asks of the United St ates Feder al of ficers were 

greatly increased when, on October 6, 1910, Madero escaped 

from San Luis Potosi to San Antonio, Texa~, general head-

quarters of the revolutionary junta, and was s t once an

nounced in the pr ess as its president am l eader of the 

2 
United States Foreign Relations, (1911) p. 349. 
Also Priestly,~· c!t., p. 396. 
Also sm.1 th, .2.E.· cit., p. 55. 
Al.so.Gruening, .2£• cit., p. 212. 
Also Bancroft, .2.E.· cit., p. 531. 



revolution. A f ew days later , in a manifesto addressed 

"To the lunerice.n people," he declared that all he asked was 

"The hospitality which all free peoples have always accorded 

to those from other l ands who strive for liberty."3 

23 

Madero cs.me prepe.red with a spe cific revolutionary 

program, whi ch had long been maturing, known as "The Plan ot 

San Luis Potosi ," in which the purpose of the revolution was 

set forth; effective suffrage a nd no re-election. It (X)n

tained, also, demands for reforms in the distribution er 
land; free restitution of l and wres ted from Indian tribes; 

tt1e liberation of all political prisoners, the abolition at 

making soldiers out of confirmed criminals; and positive 

guarantees of the right of free speech and free press. 4 

Madero was not content with a literary propaganda. He 

felt that he had been legally robbed of an election to the 

presidency and proposed to regain his rights by force of 

arms. Consultat ions with Democratic leaders were held and 

the date of November 26 was fixed for a rising against the 

government. s uch was the first step in the revolution of 

United s tates Foreign Relations, (1911) p. 350. 
Also Bancroft, .212.. cit. , p. 531. 

4 
Smith, ~. cit., p. 55. 
Also Uni ted-:st°ates Yoreign I-iela tions, ( 1911) pp. 350-352. 



1910, the only effective insu r rection which Mexico has knoV'/ll 

s ince 1876. 

Vii th little heed to these underground movements prep-

ar&tions were ma.de for a great celebration, that of the 

hundredth anniversary of the "Grito de Dolor es," the be

ginning of the Mexican war for independence on J eptember 

24 

16, 1810. It was to be celebrated by a month of festivities, 

embracing the whole of .September, 1910. The chief features 

of the celebration were fet e days in Mexico City on the 15th 

and 16th, an imposing pageant on the 19th, and a sham battle 

on t he 25th. Al s o, a million-dollar palace was dedicated 

in the ~'~cfty of Chihuahua.' The festivities in the capital 

embraced such agr,eeable incidents as a ball in the palace, 

which was lighted by 30,000 electric stars, a fairyland en-

tertainment on the r ock of Chapultepec, a mimic firework 

battle on a l ake , a banquet in a cavern by the ~yramids of 

the Sun a nd the Moon, and various other spect acles . More 

permnnent was the founding of u university, and the intro

duction of a more copious supply of' drinking '.vat er . 5 

5 
Morris, .212.· cit., p. 244. 
Tannenbaum, 1T. M. A. R.) .212.• cit., p. 137. 
Also Abreau, .212.• cit. 



While these entet-ta.inments were taking :place in the south, 

the agente of ana~oby we:re a:t wo~k ili the .no:rth. Made-ro. de

BJ?!te ~1~. o~der to ~emall'! in lY!ex~co , ~de hif! way in dis~uise 

to ~edo,, on the bard.el', and o?'osaed the Rio Grande into 

Texas. Here he engaged in the pu:roluRJe o'f large quant1t1es 

o:t arm.~ and ammunition. which he succeeded in shipping oveio 

the bo~del' . He next made his way ~o Sa.~ Anton;o. and thence 

to El Paso . where he founded a revolutionary junta. Learning 

that a wa~ratrt :f'o:1.~ h!s a'.?'~est had been issued, on the chn?'ge 

o-f bl'.',eald.nr; the intetinat iona l laws o:f the United States , he 
,. - . . 

crossed the Rio Grsnde to Jua?"ez. and was once more on Mex-· 

loan .soil, where his adhei-ents had been buay in prepei-ing for 
G 

the proposed inaurreetion. 

The Mexican Embassy at Washington got definite in:fo:r

mation concerning these ac,tions, 7 ev-en ocf the exact tine 

o:f oa;ttload.s of arms c?"o.ssing the bo:rde!' to the 1."evolut1on-

1sts. Thoy appea l ed to the State De)?~tment of the United 

States to observe the neutrality laws. This Depa:rtment did 

take action but not quickly enough and much ammunition waa 
- - . 
carried ae?"oas the border.. The Mexican Embassy next asked 

& smth, op. cit.~ p. 55-56. 

7 United States Foreign ::tete.tions . (1911) p. 476. 



for the arrest of Madero for violating the neutrality laws 

of the United States8 and the State Department saw to it 

that such a warrant was issued; but, before the warrant was 

served, Madero had crossed the border into Chihuahua and 

had entered the oampaigh actively. 9 

It is beyond question that a very large portion of the 

arms a nd ammunition used in this revolution was obt,a.ined in 

26 

the United States. Even after the Mexican government appealed 

to Washington to stop the privilege , a great deal was still 

smuggled through. Fortunato Hernandez, in his book "El 

Pulpo Blondo" says that the United States started three 

revolutions and three protectorat es: those of Punem.a , Cuba 

and Mexico. The revolution beginning in 1910 was , says 

Hernandez develop ed and fomented in the United St ates , pro

vided with American munitions and money, am. a s sist ed by 

illusory .American neutrality a nd stupid Mexi can diplomats.10 

The Madero revolution did have t he moral support of the ~ 

United States, and of the. border s t ates in particular. 1lany 

smugglers were intercepted; few were convicted on account of 

8 
~J:d t.ec!. · States Foreign Relations, ( l 911) p. 512. 

,:,. . 

9 
Smith, .21?_. Cit., p. 56. 

lO 
Hispanic .American Historical Review, .2.E.• cit., pp. 303-304. 
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a. law of the united States which defined. a military erpe-- - - . 

dition as being composed of at least three pe?a~a; and at 

this time thel'e was no embargo on a-rms or aronnn:I4iion. 

The Revolution b?'oke out :p?'ematu:eely on November 18th. 

il'he government had got wind of what was in the .. air . and 1 t

sel:f' set the ball rolling. On that date the polios attempt ed - .. 

to break u:p a n.1as.s-taeettng in Puebla . eall-ed to p?'otest 

aga inst t he f raudulent eleotion of Dia:s . and a. fight ocoured 

in ·Nhich twenty-five pe~sons were killed. T.i.din3s of this 

affai:r httrried Madero 's mo,vements. !v!a:ny refugees cross e'd 

into Mexico :f".L'om Texas ready to take to tho field . Outbreaks 

quickly followed in Oh1huahua and neighbol"iri,.g states. in 

which Jah.e development of· 1a-rga landed e.sta"ces un<.le~ govet<n

ment supervision had made a large majority of the population 

hostile to the administration. An interesting inoident in 

th1H 001maotion is the :fact that on Deoem·oer 1st, when Diaz 

and a ozti-al took the oath of office :fo;r theil' new term !..iadeieo . . . . 
then on his estate 1n Conhuila, had himself at the same ho~, 

iw1uguratee. a:r.rd 1n·oclaimed. as Provis ional President of Mex1-

co.1l 

The Revolution was confined almost wholly to the North

ern pal;"t o'f the oountl.'y. The South was lai'gely indiffe:rent .•. 

11 Morr1s. !P• cit., :P• 246. 
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Some personally condueted bands of outlaws arose the:re, but 

these could hm."d.ly be eallod a part o:f Madero 'a forces. 

They woo:e simply taklng advantage of the oppoiotllllity to . . 
devastate~ gain a little personal wealth, and have an oppor

tunity to gain personal :reoogni tion. The .central poi-ti on 
" . 
of the oountry was conservative. It surrounded the oap1ta1 

and waa nnder its control. The North __ wa.s fa:rtlle~ away, ~d 

1n addition it was nearer the b~de:r of the Un1te-d States. . . ~ . 

Laborel.'s had gone back: and forth. imbuing the entire. border 

region wit1;1 libel.'al ideas with _ reference to lnduati-y, to 

government, and to social life. The old o?'der was 1n con

flict with these ideas; thus the revolution natul.'ally began 
12 in the No:rth and on the bol'der. 

-- -
In a short time the 1nsl1l'l:eat1on was fully launched, the 

Ma.der1sts having appeared in al"ms in vat'ious local! ties, 1n 

which bl'ushes with the Federal tl"oops had talc-en plaoe. 

Navarro was the Fedel:'al le:a.de:r, but he found the wltole 

pop.ulatlon. of the country hostile to his movements. Every 

1lVlll seemed to adhere to the rebel oause. and helped the 

m111tary eh1ef o:f the 1nsttr.'gents, Orosco in every way possible, 

fired on the Fedel'als from the roofs a.nd 11111 tops, a.nd. re

fused to suppl.y the troops ·of Navarro with food, and at the 

12 Smith, op. o1t., pp. 57-58._ 



same time acting as spies for Or·osoo •. a.na. k:eep:tng him in

formed of every movement of the enemy. Deaei-tions from 
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the Government army to the l'ebel troops were frequent. Man.y 
. . 

Of'. th! Fed!ral sold;ers ~e~a pe>litlea~ pr1sonel"s, Ol" men 

dTafted f'rom the jails into the l'anks. and nmnbe?"a of these 
.. . 

felllld theft' way into the Libera.ting ut.ny .•. as ·.Mada~o styled 

his forees. 

By the opening of 1911 the affair had begun to look 

sel'ioua; the insurgents were evidently gaining ground; the 

Government h'oops had been beaten at San Ignacio, Galeana 

and ela.ewhere,. and were . ma.king nQ . visible progress in put

ting down the t'ebellton. By Feb-ruary Madel'o had a large 

body of well-trained and nrgani.zed men in the field,. who 

made their ap:peara.noe at so many petnts that the .Federal 

commanders had to break up their troops i?lto smll b~dies. 

The trouble was not confined altog-other to the north, but 
. . 

had even extended to the south, :risings ta.king place in 

Vera C?"uz .a.nd ~a.xaoa, whioh called fflr new _d!.ve?'s.ions o-f the 

Federal fottoes. Madeioo deolared that he would not lay down 

his a?"ms until Diaz resigned his 111-gotten office. and a - . 

:fair and fttll suffl'age was assurea. to the Mexican :people. 13 

13 Yor~is, · op. oit., pp. 246-247 • 
.also P~iestly, .~P• cit., Pl'• 398-350. 
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Only two impot"tant ange.gements took place; Juarez, just . . 
across the bo:rde:c from El Paeo, Texas ,., and Agua Priet.a 

across the border ~om Douglas, Arizona, were captured by 

the Revolutionists. In fact bullets at t1me-s crossed the 

bo:rde~ into Amet'lean towns,. sevel'al Amel"1cans being wounded 

by them at Donglas, ar1~ona. Amel"iea.n ·h~oops W-et<e httrt"ied 

in nmnbe~s to the borde:r. Maxw thousands of them gathered 

at San Antonio and we.re d1st?'1buted thence to vari;ous threat-
-·. . 

ene-d :pof!lts, while fo~ swift o~ui,sei-s wer.e sent ~o Ga~v'eston'

in re.sd!ness ;t 1'!-aval operati~e should be ne,eded.14 To paoify 

the Mex!oan autho~it1es the goveitn..inent at Washington announoed 

that these tl'oopa had been sent aeuth simply for practice in 

military evolutiens. but this was too transparent an excuse 

for theii- presence to deceive snyone. 15 

MBde~o had a numbe-r of .American soldiel's of fo~tune among 

his troo:pe, a. ~and.Soll . of the famous Gar!bald1 was there to 

:fight £01: lib~:rty of an ·~pp:resaed peo:ple, as his grandfather 

had done in :former year.s .. Madero 's forces were not yet in 

eondi tion to attack impo~tant towns. Their arms were pool', 

14 United states Poretgn Relations. ( 1911) pp. 459-463. 
Xtso Srii!th, op._ c!t~ p. 63 • ... 

15 United states Foi-e!s;p. Rel ations . (191.2) Pl'• voa. '138-"1'39. 



and their ammunition supply was scanty. Munitions of war 

were hard to get from across the border due to diploma tic 

protests of the Federal Government at Mexico. Therefore 
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the rebels were obliged to content themselves vdth the tak

ing of small places and the weer ing out of the Federal troops 

in in effective pursuit. The task of the Government daily 

grew more and more difficult, and it was steadily losing 

prestige. Little money could be hs.d from abroad, manufactures 

had largely declined; powder was made, but other implements 

of ·war grt3.w scarce, and week by week liadero's cause ma.de 

promising heodway. Uucatan, Camp·eche end Guerrero beceae 

seats of rebellion; end Zapata, a brigand chief of barbarous 

character, added to the confusion in the south by his daring 

raids and frequent vandalism.16 

While all this went on, President Diaz feigned to make 

light of the Revolution. He sent troops to de al ivi th it, 

but spoke in terms of contempt of Ma dero and his aspirations }'1 

But as time passed his tone changed. The conditi on of affairs 

had become too serious to disregard any longer, and Rnxiety 

began to replace his former indifference. His feeling that 

6 
Morris, .212.• cit., pp. 247-248. 

·17 
United States Foreign Relations, (1~12) pp. V23. 
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affa.1~s had grovm er 1 t ioal was shown by the ehanges made in 

his Cabinet, most of the old membel'a being dismissed and 

:repl aced by new ones. 18 Thie change of cabinet was a :palli

at ive intended to gratify the popula'l' ~emand for a !Emon:b1on 

of the pereowel o,f the administt'ation. Essentially , the 

ahange in peraonuet meant no material change in p"l.'ogTam. 
. -

Rea 1 :policy t'emained. the snme. among these changes in the 

cabin.et was Frallcisco de la Bal't-a, who had been Mex-I-can 

Minlster at Was~ington. an~ who now beesme Secretary of' 

FoTelgn A:f"ffl!:rs . This ohunge ln the Cabinet was but an 
. . 

opening wedge .. 

Fol' the :first timo in many yea?ts Congress now began to 

legislate. It had hither uo been the mere mouthplece of the 

President• obeying his ol!'ders with the meekest d.ooil1 ty and 

indulging in iihetol'ical floln"ishoa of .no significance in 

the intottvala. The membel."s~ appreciating the inn:a.inenoe of 

o.ffai:ra . oomm.enoed to t1;lk about matter~ of :r~al impoo.-te.nee 

without awaiting ordei-s, and the public. astonished at the 

ohan.ge. flocked to hea:r them. 19 
·- . 

President Dia~ had requested an :nrm!.sttce with the 
. . 

revolutiOJ?,ists. end 011e was granted to last five days from 

.April 23d. 11a.dero exp:ressed himself a.s ready to give up his 

1~ P:r;1est~ ! op. oi~., :PP• 399-400. 

19 mo:rr1s. op. oit •• pp. MS-249. 
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aspirations fo1~ the µresidency if D1ai would oGnsent to re-

s1gn.. Bttt he demnnded that the Constitution nm.st be enfoi-oed 

that five membe~s of the Cabinet and fiftaen of the gove~nors 

should be of his pa:rty till the time of the next elootion, 

• 

end that his s oldiers should be :paid. These te:rms weTe doolln• 

ed , and the armistice ended 011 1fuy 6th. The negotat1ons had 

taken place outside of Juarez, then oooupied by Na.vai·ro and 

besieged by the revolutionists. '.'i.1he attack on thi.s place was 

:i'.'0SttJ?-ed., a.nd prosecuted with such enm"gy that it fell on the 

lOtli. It wa.e the £:trst place o:f leading inrporta.nce the in-

surgents ha.cl won , and. was of the g:reatest value to them ft-om 

the ; a:rge st?~e of :rifles , Tap1dfi1·e guns and ammunition which 

it contained. Genei-al Na ra:r:ro was among tho p:risoners. E:e 

had committed nots of bloodshed u:po11 prisoners in tha ordinary 

I!exioan fashion, and the vict~ious t:roo:ps demanded. his exe

cution. But M:ade:t'o took him in his moto:r ea:r to the banks 0£ 
. . 

20 the Rio Grrtnda and bade him waae across into Texas . - ,.., .. 

!he i,1'sit1on o:f Dias had become hopeless. Eve~ywhe~e 

the ms~gents we!'$ victorious. A1lke 1n the nol"th and south 

they ha.d pTevailed. OtheT oitios we'!'e being ocou:pied, states 

were yi.eldill,g allegiance and tho whole ootmtry v,as in llad.ei-o 's 

20 MorT1B. op. oi t .•• PP• 249-260 • 
.alao PT1ea'tfy, <>J)• oit.~ :P • 401. 
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hands. Under these circumstances all hope for the contin

uance of the Diaz rule was at an end. On May 25th, Diaz 

resigned. 21 When the tidings came that the long rule of 

President Diaz was at an end, the madness of enthusiasm 
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was equal to that of the fury the day before. on the succeed

ing day, May 26th, Diaz took e. tr£:dn secretly out of Mexico.23 

The journey was not taken altogether in safety. At 

Tepechualco the t rai n passed through a rain of bullets fired 

by a hostile throng, bringing death to siL or seven of the 

escort. These were the l ast shots fir ed. for or against 

General Diaz on the soil of Mexico, Vera Cruz b eing rea ched 

without further show of hostilities. 24 On the 31st of May 

the vessel bore Diaz away from Mexico. 

Diaz, in many ways, was a greD.t man. He accomplished 

what none of his country men bad been able to do before him-

to maintain a generation of peace. He towers re ad em 

shoulders above the many would-be despots in previous Mexi

can history, who had the desire, but not the ability, to in

trench themselves as he did. 25 It can be sAid thet Diaz bore 

23 
United St ates Foreign Relations, (1911) pp. 486,494 . 
Also H. R. Bancroft, Historr 2!.. Mexico, (The Bancroft Co., 

New Yo~lr 1914) p. 532. 

24 

Also H. c. Lodge, History of Nations, (P. F. Collier & Son, 
Nevv York 1913) p. 411-.. -

Morris, .2.E.• cit., p. 251. 

25 
Gruening, .2.E.. cit. , p. 65. 



no ill will against his country. He can justly be called 

"one of the Grand Old Men of America." He ha s made a place 

for hims elf in history equalled by few others . His nobility 

of char act er , his firmne ss of purpose , his s i mplicity of 

manner , his gentleness of t emper , his love of his pe ople, 

and his ability of mind, joined with hi s quelities as a sol

dier, :patriot, sta t esman, husband , and father, ma. de him in-
26 deed a uni qu e world che.racter. · 

But the overshadowi ng fact to reman.ber is tru::t the 

Mexico he left in 1911 h~d sl l its problems , tL.e problems 

of four centur i es , still to solve . The conclusion t hat he 

solved non e of the nc tion ' s political , social and economic 

problems i s une.voidabl c . On the contrary , he deepened 

many o f the m: tional vices, stifled what vestiges of evo -

l utionr;ry s el f -development mi ght havo grown out of the 

l abors of the Reformists , inculcated dec eption , hypocrisy, 

abasement, end the rule of force. He stifled the bes t im

pulses that might heve l ed t he nation permanently forward 

and upward; and , second , tha t with a l l the power and m3 ans 

that mortal man could dream of us hi s , he l eft--he kept-

his people, the ninety per cent., in the depths of degrad

ation. He tight ened upon a nation of serfs the shackles of 

political a nd economic servitude, thus paving the way for 

Pan .American Union Bulletin, (July-Dec. 1910} XXXI, 
pp. 555-55'1. . 
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a tremend~us reaction, aupressing natural tendencies, s o 

as to make the explosion inevitable.27 

Gruening, op. cit., p. 64. 



Chapter IV 

President Madero and his Policy. 

The 10th of May, 1911, when Juarez fell before the 

arms of the Madero revolutionists, was the first definite 

appearance of Francisco I. Madero in. the role of President 

of the Mexican Republic. On tbe 31st of May, Diaz left the 

city of Mexico. On the 7th of June, the victor entered the 

capital city in triumph amid the plaudits of the population.l 

The revolution initiated on October 5, 1910, by Fran

cisco Madero was largely a protest against the continued 

power of Diaz. Madero's program differed but little from 

other politiosl pronunciamentos upon which previous Mexican 

rebellions had been made to hinge. To the agrarian problem, 

that problem which was to become central in the urge of the 

revolution, he devoted but a single and meagre paragraph, 

while the labor problem, which next to the agrarian became 

one of the dominating issues in the revolution, received no 

:mention at all.2 But the ignorant masses of the Mexican 

people expected the millennium to urrive with the advent of 

the new President; electoral reform, land reform, the break

ing tlp of the great haciendas, higher wages--evecything that 

Priestly, .2£.• cit., p. 403. 

2 
·Tannenbaum, 2.E.• cit. , ( T. M. A. R.) pp. 156-157. 
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could appeal to the prejudice or cupidity of the people•-had 

been dangled before their eyes. The foreigners who owned or 

controlled so large a proportion of the wealth of the country 

were to be exploited or expropriated far the benefit of Mexi

cans. So the ignorant mass of the popule tion hailed Madero 

as the saviour and benefactor of Mexico. Alas for their 

hopest Once seated in the Presidential chair, the new 

President forgot, apparently, all the promises ma.de during 

the elections and while the rewlt against Diaz was in pro

gress. No attempt whatever was made to fulfil them, for 

the suff'ic1:ent reason that they were impossible of fulfil

ment at this time, with conditions in Mexico as they were. 3 

With all of his popularity., Madero had other men in 

Mexico to be considered and powerful forces to be placated . 

The most important of these forces was the Church. The in

fluence of this strong body could not fail to make itself' 

felt. Madero recognized this fact and felt the necessity of 

putting him.self in good standing with the Catholic olergy, 

lest, with their control over the great body of illiterates 

and the use of the Australian ballot and a broader franchise, 

they might compass his defeat at the polls. 

In addition there were two men of great prominence in 
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the field for the presidency, Francisco de la Barra and General 

Gruening, ..2E.• cit., p. 95. 



Bel'nado Reyes, men with aspirations and strong followings • . 
Reyes, an old soldier of prominence, had formerly been gov .... 

- -
el'nor of ?Inevo Leon and recently Seeret8.l'y of war in the Diaz 

Cabinet, f?'om whlch he had been d!sw.ssed by the Pl'esident 

an.d sent to Europe in d1a~ace. He was now back in Me:xioo, 

and like de la Barra was in the running for the :pTesidency. 

To secure himself on one side Madero entered into a compact 

w1 th the Church and obtained . its support, an aot which lost 

hi.Jn; a considerable following. To placate Reyes he of fered 

him the position of Secret~y of War in the coming Cabinet. 

T-h:ts idea was :flouted by the Maderist pa:rty, who hated Reyes, 

and when the latter offered h1s name a.a a eondidate for the 

)??'esidenay the outbreak of Qpposition was so strong that be

fol."e the election he was forced to flee fi"om the eonntry. De 

ta Bar:ra, on the oontrm:'y. was shrewd enough to refuse the 

nomination fo:r the executive office, being well aas.ured that 

he had no chanoe of winning. 4 
. . 

Made:to, meanwhile, was taking steps to keep himself 

prominently in the minds of the people and to indicate the 
- . 

kind of government he proposed to institute. In July he 

mad.a public a plan fo't' the eqtml1zation o~ the taxes, and 

another providing for national 1rT1gat1on, of the type of 

4 . . 
Priestly, op. cit., pp. 402-403. 
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that recently instituted in the United States. He proposod 

the o~nstruction o:f ds~ and cans.ls, the 1:eclamat ion of waste 

lands. and the p'l'evention of :periodica l failures 1n the crops. 

A further propesi t ion was to :remove from of:fioe th& officials 

wh.o had been active under the Diaz administration. His pur

pose in this was to guarantee peaceful conditions fo:r the new 

govei-nmont . 6 

The election. whioh took place on Ootobel' 1. 1911, showed 

that the people regat'ded him as th~ man of the day, sinoa they 

ga.v9 him an almost tmwtlmous vote. 6 Fol' Vice-President Jose 

Pino Suarez wa.s elected. \'Then Msde:ro entered upon the office 

of hesident it was to find that the existing conditions ware 

not calculated to yield him a. peaceful administration. Con~ 

gress was not in sympathy with him, and was little disposed to 

aid hlm in the measu:res of reform which he had in mind and had 

promised the p.eople. Nol" did the country as a whole show a 

disposition to cooperate with him actively in these measures. 

All the pat-~isa.ns of !he old 't'eg1me, and they we:re many and 

influential, we:re opposed to what they con.s1dered I!a.dero 's 

ld-ealletie schel!les. :Many o:f the lower class, who had imbibed 

the idea that the lands of the rioh were to be :fl*eely d1str1b

uted among the poo~ . and that wages were to be la-rgely increased, 

6 .. Moti:ria , ~P• cit., PP• 254-266. 

6 Calloott, op. oit •• p. 200. 



were soon discontented. Nothi.ng of the kind had been pro

mised, but the peons had expected it and resented the laok 

of the measures they had anticipated. 

While this feeling of dissatisfaction was gathering and 

growing, General Reyes,, the late candidate for the presiden

cy, attempted to inaugurate the old system of a resort to 

arms. He sought to make Texas a safe place to organize a 

military expedition against Madero. The United States ar

rested ll..im and sent him back to Mexico City. 

Pascua1 ··orozoo, who had be'en Madero's chief agent, and 

now commanding Federal troups in the State ot Chihuahua, 

threw off the mask in February, 1912• declaring hims elf an 

enemy of Madero. General Salas was sent with a force of 

1,600 men to fight Orozco. Orozco with a force of 5,000 

ccmpletely annihilated the small force of Salas.' 

General Huerta, the Federal com:n.ander vmo had been 

operating against Zapata in the south, was sent against 
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Orozco. Orozco was defeated by Huerta. (only 200 men lost on 

both sides.) HUerta then advanced to Jimenez, and halted there 

for a week. While there a quarrel broke out b~tween Villa and 

Huerta. Villa was arrested and ordered to be executed. For-

tunately for Villa there W8 3 present 1:!Ailiano Madero, a 

brother of the President, who sent news of the incident to 

Morris, .2R.• £!1•, pp. 256-259. 



the capital. The president wired back, staying the execu

tion, and later releasing Villa. The Federals did not care 

much whether they put dovm the insurrection or not. The 

Federal army was made up a great deal on the line or the 

old Diaz administration, and it was lukewarm in the Madero 

cause. The inactivity of Huerta led the President to dis

trust him, and finally ordered him to the capital. 

The worse ste.te of affairs at this time was in the 

southern state of Morelos, where the bandit ohi ef ., Emiliano 

Zapata, created much disorder and suffering by his depreda

tions. Re and his followers entered upon a course of 

barbarous activity, destroying property , abducting women, 

slaying pri s oners and practicing other atrocities. On July 

21st a train from Mexico to Cuernavaca was held up and 

eighty-four persons slaughtered . 8 

By October matters in general seemed much improved. 

Orozco in his rebellion had lost him the support of the 
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better class of his follm•rers, and his movement degenerated 

into one of brigandage. But the Mexican people bad been too 

long accustomed to a vigorous administration of affairs to be 

satisfied with a week hold upon the helm. of state, and although 
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1-!adero meant well and no one questioned his honesty. he was 

looked upon as a :weak and unpl'actical man. all this led to 
9 a loss of pnblic conf.idenoe •. 

D.1az .thought he could ovet<throw P:resident Madero and 

p:roeeded to issue a pronune1amento inviting all opponents 

of the government to join him in the ef:f'ot"t to overthrow 

Madero. But the support in which he had t?'usted failed him. 

Diaz and. sevet'a l o:ff ice?'s were oaptured. tried and sentenced 

to death. The P,:,esident intet":fered and Di.az, even in prison, 

continued to plot and succeeded in communicating with his 

adherents. 10 

At the beginning of February, 1913, President Madero had 

reason to believe that he had everoome his enemies. lie had 

been a year and a quarter in the presidency, Ckozco and Za

pata having sunk out _of s~ght as revoluti~nists and turned 

back: to their t~ vcoati·on 0£ Bi-1ga.ndage. Reyes and Diaz 

VJeTe in :prison and apparently rendered incapable o:f' trouble 

all looked o lear a.ncl pi-om!slng; there was not a cloud vlsfble 

on the slcy' o..r his presidential career-. 

To the astonishment and dismay of the people and the . . 
friends of Madero , on the ni~ht of the 8th. of February, 1913, 

Diaz and Reyes were set ~ee. A section of Fedel'al t~oops 

9 Pt'iestly ! op. o1t., pp. 40~-408. 

1D Bancroft, ep. oi t., p. 533. 



joined Diaz and the insurrection against the government was 

started. General Blanquet and Huerta suddenly turned 

against their chief, joined the i r forces to thos e of Diaz, 

and all was at an end. Madero wa s put under arrest by the 

insurgents, and Huerta wa s proclaimed Provisional President. 

To justify himself for his act of treachery, Huerta declared 

that he deemed it neces sary to take this course to prevent 

further sacrifice of life and property in support of a man 

whom the people were not willing to sustain. His su pporters 

having turned tra itors, President Madero' s cause at once 

became hopeless. 11 

On the night of the 22nd the t wo captives, Madero and 

Suares, were taken from the pa l a ce and sent under guard to 

the Penitentiary, to be held there until the Senate should 

decide upon what action was to be taken in their case. In 

this short journey a tragedy occurred that shocked the 
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world. As the prisoners and their escorts ne ar ed the Penitentia

ry, shots were tired. When it wa s over both captives lay deed . 

lt was asserted by the soldiers who shot them tba.t the 

United States Foreign Relations, (1913) pp. 720-723. 

Also Tannenbaum.. £,E.· cit., p. 154. 

Also Abreau, £E,. ill.· 
Also Mrs. Nelson O'Shau.ghnessy, A Diplomats Wife in Mexico, 

(Harper & Bros., New York &-London l9l6) pp."""221-222. 



oapti ves sought to flee. The Law of ]'light, under which 

any one who seeks to escepe arrest by flight, whetever the 

charge against him, may be s ummarily shot down, has long 

served in Mexico as a convenient method of disposing of many 

men that are obnoxious to the party in power. 12 

The feeling was general that the soldiers were acting 

under the orders ot Huerta. Huerta was widely accused of 
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the murder of his predecessor in office. The foreign diplomats 

in Mexico sustained the same view and refused to acknowledge 

the new government.13 This sentiment was felt in many ?3-rts 

of Mexico as well as in foreign countries, and several of 

the state governments refused to acknowledge tbe authority 

of the new ruler.14 Governor Carranza of Coahuila, especial-

ly maintained a hostile attitude, refusing to acknowledge 

the rule of the assassin, and opposition also existed in 

the s tate of Sonora.15 The Mexican point of view with 

regard to the assassination has never been understood by 

the .Americans. The Mexican people were not as a rule so 

shocked by the assassination of Madero. Mexicans who f avored 

12 
Callcott, .2.E.• cit., pp. 226-227. 

13 
United States Foreign Relations, (1913) pp. 770-772. 
Als o H. H. Fyfe, The Real Mexico, (G. Allen & Unwin, London 

1930) p. 12&:--~ 

14 
Lodge, .2.E.• cit., p. 412. 

15 
Bancroft, .2.E.• cit., p. 536. 
Also Sm.i th, .2.E.• cit., p. 81. 
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Huerta maintained that if Huerta did kill Madero it was 

good politics; the followers of Madero, while protesting 

that they were sor~y their chiet had been killed, admitted 

they could understan4 the attitude of the opposition as 

oonstitutihg good politics.16 

16 
Sen. Doc. No. 7665, 66 eong., 2 sess., 1919-1920, I, p. 770. 



Cbapter IV 

Huerta, the Constitutiona list, and Mexico's 

Relations with t ne United States 

47 

The method by which Viotoraiano Huerta officially secured 

the title of president of Mexico was as foll ows : as soon as 

the recognition of Madero and Pino Suarez had been accepted, 

the Minister of Foreign Rela tions, Pedro Lascurain, auto JIE. t1c

ally succeeded to power. His first act was to announce the 

name of Victoriano Huerta for t he office of Minister of 

Governacion. On confirmation of the nomination President 

Las curain forthwith res igned a s t he chief executive. When 

thi s resignation was accepted, Huerta as head of the cabinet, 

became the President ad interim. The whole af,fa ir had con-

sumed from 10:24 P.M. to 11: 20 P.M., Pedro Lascurain being 

a fifty-six-minute President.1 

During the moments of surprise and horror that followed 

the overthrow of t ne constituted government, the governor of 

t he State of Coahuila, Senor Venustiano Carranza , and a fter 

him the governor of t he St a te of Sonora , Senor Jose Maria 

Maytorena, and a group of members of Congress had the coura ge 

United states Foreign Relations, (1913) p. 826. 
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to protest agn.inst the cl'imo and i."1 :fa.vo:i: of the constitution. 

In oi-der to :rendo-r theGe p?"otests m()re effective they t"oae 1n 
2 arms . 

a t this point it is desixable to note that the pret.ended 

gove:rnment set up by those who ove:rthi•ew l,!s.del'o had never been 

legal .. In :he fir s t :place, the :resigna.t ion obtained from him 

li!as r:H?e':free., if 1 t e:1stea. th?'ough m!st'epttesentat ions as well 

as by moral and mt:iterial pressure; by duress. In the second . . 
plece, tb.e Chambe?' of Deput ies, befol'-e which he ought to have 

ap:p3ared and. by whioh he should have been re:oeived, during the . .. 
night O"f the extraortU.n."'i.:ry session, when it was given not ice 

of the exiateno-e o:f that document,. lacked s legal quorum, 

havtng no mo:re than 90 o:f the 120 members, which, aeco:t"ding . . 

to the law, constitutes its relative majority. In the third 

:Place, when the ac"Oeptanoe of the resignation of Madero was 

obtained f:rom the chamber. prior to the t~king of the oath o:f 

offtce as p:rov1aional President by Huerta! mo:ral and mater1al 

violence wan employed e.gn.inst i ts members, to whom wtJre com

municnted thxeo.ts that i:f the.y clia. not fo:rthw1 th aoce:pt the 

resignat ion of Made:r.oo he would at onoa be s'lcrifioed without 

me~oy. Simultanceously a batta lion of troops was stationed 

2 !1'1.d , --m,. -"17 2•7'14 . . . 
Itso 63 eong •• r sass.. f 1913} XXI. p. a. 
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under the arches or the Legislative Palace, and the galler

ies of the chamber were filled with soldiers, a demonstra

tion of armed force intended to intimidate, as it did, the 

members in the free exercise of their duty. A member f'rcm 

the State of Guadalajara says: "I protested against all 

and each of these unlavvf'ul acts, and there were five others 

who, in spite of the menace, voted age.inst the acceptance 

of the resignation of Madero."3 The chamber was not legally 

constituted at the time and was under moral and material 

pressure; so that, by right, its action was void, rendering 

the Government of Huerta. illegal.4 

On the other hand, the authority of Carranza and 

Matorena, representing the executive power of the sovereign 

States of Coe.hu1la a::ut Jo.aoru, respectively, as well as that 

ot Castillo Brito, governor of the State of Campeche, was 

sustained by the constitution and the law. Therefore they 

were not rebels. On the contrary they were, as in duty 

bound, promoters of an effort to vindicate the constimtion.5 

They were the remnant of the government of Madero. Those 

who were really rebels were Huerta and his cousurpers, who 

trampled the constitution under foot and defied society. 6 

3 
63 cong., 1 sess., No. 6536 (1913) XXI, p. 9. 

4 
Fy'fe, .2.E.• eit., p. 128. 

5 
United States Foreign Relations, (1913) p. 756. 

6 
63 cong., 1 sess., .2£.• cit., p. 10. 
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The prompt determination of Gove~no:r Cn!'rnll:1':a to take 

ai<ms rather th.an eu'bm1t to Huerta 7 imJ)elled the r,i-oolaniat1on 

o'f what is known as the 1'iJ:lan of Guadalupe.It whieh was, at 
- -

the same t1me. approved by a large numbe:t' of m.111.tarr chiefs 

who t'al11.ed a.bout him with their res·:peotive commands. This 

plan 1 .. esds mo-re ot' less aa follows; 

t. Wo repudiato General Victm.-tano Huerta ae p?'esi
dent of the Replib1.io -,. the tegi:alat1ve and judicial :powet'S 
of the· Federati<>n. -

2. Foi- the organtzatlon of -the m1Ut~y fo-i-01as 
neoeasary to make 00ll?Dlit1nae with our pu.zapoae we name 
first ehie:f.· : of' th~ fe~ee, .. wh.· i .eh s.· hall b·e e-allad "O-M
st1 tut1cmaltst," Don Vensuatiano Carranza, f!OVernor 
of the· State o:f C oahuila. - -

3. On the oceupAtion b7 the Constitutionalist fO?'oe 
o-f the C 1ty o~ Ltexio q. the executive power · aha 11 be 
taken charge Of by Don Venuet1ano C anan•s,, :f'irat cb.ief · 
of the· foi-o-es. ~ whoeve:- ~Y be substit'lited 1n command. 

4. The President ad intetoim of the Republic shall 
oonvoke general elections as .eoon as peaoe shall be 
ostabl1sh.ed, delivering the power to the pe:rson who 
shall l,,e eleoted. -

5~---- The pe'l"son sating as first ohief of the con• 
atituticnal1at foT"ees Will a.s s:uma charge !is provisional 
govotnor of stat.es as have -reeegnf:~,ed ltue~·ttl, and shall 
conV't'>te local elections. after whiell the pel'aons eleetea 
shall assume their duties. 

Slgn-ed at the estate Guadalupe, 
coahu1la, on the 26th d.ay o'! 
Karch-, 19:13. 

This ;rathel" simple but direct declaration devoid of 

high sounding phrases and complex oonsidera·tions, met with 

a high app:rova.l at onoe by a vast majority of tho people of 

7 Un1ted Statea·Fo:re11Relation&~ (1913} :P• 742. 
!!so is~lestly, op. 3,t,_, p. 426. 
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the northe:rn States, and later by 9Q';,6 . of tho,se of other parts 

o:f Mexico when 1 t .s te?'ms b~oame known. 8 

ea:r~anzn wa.s quickly 1n the f.teld w·H:h a fot'oe of aome 

stl'ength and mllitatty equ1pmen't. The governor of Sonora 

joined in t ,his movement of :revolt, and it quickly spread to . . 

ChUm:ahua, Nu.evo Leon and Tamaultpaa, org8ll11ed resistance 

~?'ea.king _ out slmnlt~:eoualy in many widely sel)arated sect1ou 

of the nor.th. Obl'egon vm.s put in 0-omn,,J.nd of the f~oea raised, 

and fought a fie?'oe battle with the Federal t:roops,, driving 

them from the whole of Son-ora except the port of G~s. 

wh1oh they oont!nued to hold. 11t the same time Villa., who 

had so nai•r owly escap.e.d ex-eout ion at the hands of Ruel'ta. and 

had no l.ove for that :pe:raonage. o·:rga.nized a. .foroe 1n Sonora. 

while Urbina d..1d the same in the north o:f Durango. The g!"e&t

ost difficulty of the revolutionist at thie stage of the o-on

:flict was the lack of ums and money, but this was partly . . 
over~ome by the M.adel.'o ~am.'lly. wh1all eontribut·e-d. $1,000,000 in 

snpport of t he movement. 

The Te be 1 s spent tnos t o.f' t ha i.l' t ime tear !ng up t' oads and 

ra11~oads, while the Federals spent most of their t ime Tebu.1ld

ing them and chasing the eluatve rebels. oroieo and Salazar 

were induced to join. the Federal al"my. 

Ob't'egoti had in his -ranks a conside?"able number of Yaqui 

·--- --· 
8 . ; G3 eons.. I seas., £?P• 01 t •• pp. 10-11. 



Ind·tans, among the best f1ghto,:s in tho land. a.t Oj.edt:l, 

Obl'egon with 4 ,000 men came into contact with the Federtl l 

t~oops with l, GOO ::non and de:teatou them, with a loss of 

only 200 :rebola against 800 of t11e Fede:rul 's .. 

that acoompl:tshetl by the elusive Villa. On Ootobor 1. Villa 

took: Torre~. whioh was a severe blow to Huer ·ta, both :f:rom 

its im:pm:tv.nce as a raill"oad cente:r and the ef:feot upon the 

public miml of the loss of a stronghold s o :fa.1' south. Ovol'

i-1d1ng the while vaot 't'agion o:f the 3:10;:-th• one after another 

of th,e cities; Tiel'ra Blanea , Jnarae .. Chihuahua. , Torreon, 

San Ped:ro, Tampico and Ojinaga fell before Yilla~ ?he ea:pture 

o! O~inaga :from tho Fed-0rals endod the power of Rue:rta in 

northeTn Mexioo. 9 

A ooneid0rable pa,.-t of t h e bol'da,:- botwoen the United 

States and Mexloo is little mo:ro than a matlle1118tical eXpress

ion, 110 line of demaroat1on existing a •. "ld the tcrri.tories of 

the t wo count:ries meet:tne each othe~ on an op-an :plain.. at 

points fi>ontie-.t tovr.a_s of the two i-e:publios approach so con .. 

s:p!QiotWly n.Gar th$t they almoat run together. At one time 

a oonf.liot between the two oppoaing Mexican forces took place 

so nea-r the border tine tluit ln1ll€fta whiz,;ed f:rom Mexico into 

the Uni tea. States a:nd. endangered the lives of persons in the 

. -· .. 
9 x ,orr1e, OJ>• oit., ·pp. 2'/6-307. 

Also :Bano:roft, o:r;f •. o1t., pp. 536-541 
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1 own o:f Douglas . A?' teona. 

On tho 14t1'1 of ?!a-rch. 1912. :?resiclent Ta:f:t ia~ueo. a. 

pt-oclama.t1on fol'bida.tng the 6xpo-rtat1on o.:f al'ms to Mexico 

du:ring the struggle in that oount1:y. J?ow,ei- to do this had 

b1Sen granted him by C ongt"·eas .. 10 Toe.n. Wilson sMoeeded Taft 

as :P~esid.ent this :prohibition was allowed to stand lm:ohangel~ 

though as time went on and the 1.nau?."gents showed 1nd1.oat1ons 

o>f winning in the struggle many Oo:ngressm.en urged that it 

should bo lifted as the surest means of bTinginB to an end 

tho hostilitios existing in Mexico. By tho end of 1913 

Ma:x!oo had beoome divlded between two faetions. the whole 

noi~thern section being in tho hands of the t'evolu.tioniats . 

the southe-rn seotion in. thoae of thi II-uo~tists, though in 

the la-tte-r case not fttlly. since the Zapata b;riganda were 

in eontl'ol of' a. oonaidarablo part of tha stJuth. 11 

The argument b3;ought by G-ene:tnl Carranza a.'l'ld his fellow 

leade?'s was that thei?' cont:rol ovel" Mexico was equal to thst 

of tho illegal 1luertists. the te:c~itO?*y undel.' their contTol 

largo~ than that ~eld by tho latte1·. and their -right to 

consider theirs as t 'ha actual gove't'nment bettel" than that - . -
of 1.1 man wh·(;')se :r,ovan:• rested on tho mu1:o-der of the leg1 timate 

10 Review of Reviews· a?:"'t"trngement o:f "!l'lle liesae.ties an,a ?&.Jlff$ 
of Woo:~t'OW WilsGtL, n I, p~ 55. . . 

ll Oalto.ott ~ OJ>• eit., PP• 236-238. 



president and nominati on by a Congress of his own ma ~ing. 

But &s matters stood t he Huerta faction was able to pur-

chase arms in Europe and J apan and L1port them freely, as 

they held all ports.12 

The HU ,:; r ta administration in Mexico wa.s early recognized 

by several European powers,13 including Great Britain, Spain 

and France. The British recognition wes said to beve been 

instigated by the fact that British subjects were holding 

large petroleum interes t s in Mexico.14 Later, however, 

when it became evident that the United States would not 

recognize a government founded on force, the British recog

nition was declared to be only temporary, and open to v.'i th

dre.wal. Europe in general showed a similiar di spos ition to 

follow the lead of the United States.15 Henry Lane Wilson, 

the American ambassador to Mexico, had expressed the belief 

that the Huerta government was innocent of a ny connection 

with the murder of President Madero, and asked for its re

eognition.16 This was not given. The policy adopted con

tinued to be a waiting one,17 though accompanied by the 

12 Callcott, .2£.• ..£!.l., p. 238. 

13 United Statos Foreign Relations, (1913) pp. 799, 805-807. 

14 C.R. Fish, .American Diplomacy, (.American Book Co., New 
York 1925) p. 484. 

15 United States Foreign Relations, (1913) pp. 828-866. 

16 Ibid, pp. 736, 807. 

l? Ibid, pp. 737-739. 
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presence of large armed force on the frontier and ten ships 

of war in the Gulf waters . Many believed that there was 

nothing the United States could not heve done with Huerta 

if they would. Mrs. O'Shaughnessy belie ved that all con-

cessions , all cla ims , pending through decades , could have 

been satisfactorily adJusted.18 

The attitude of President Wilson was clearly st.ated in 

the following address: 

It is clearly my duty to lay before you, very 
fully end without reservation, the f acts concerning 
our prese.nt relations with the Republic or Mexico. 
The deplorable posture of affairs in Mexico I need not 
describe, but I deem it my duty to speak very frank
ly of wba t this Government be. s done and should seek 
to do in fulfillment of its obliga tion to Me.:xieo 
herself, as a friend and neighbor, and to American 
citizens whose lives and vital interests are daily 
affected by the distressing conditions which now 
obtain beyond our southern border. 

Those conditions touch us very near ly. Not 
merely because they lie at our ve-ry doors. That, of 
course, m:e.k es us more vividly and more constantly 
conscious of them 1 and every instinct of neighborly 
i nterest and sympathy is aroused and quickened by 
them; but that is only one element in the determin
ation of our duty. We are gl a d to esl.l ourselves the 
friend of Mexico, and we shell, I hope, :00.ve many an 
occasion, in happier times a s well as i n these days 
of trouble and confusion, to show that our friend
ship is genuine and disinterested, capable of sacri
fice and generous manifestation. The whole wor ld 
is intere sted as never before. Mexico has a great 
and enviable fut.ure before her, if only me chaos e 
and attain the path of honest constitutional govern
ment. 
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The present circumstances of the Republic, I deepl7 

Mrs. Nelson O' Shaughnessy, .2£• ill.•, p. 104. 



regret to say, do not seem to promise even the founda
tions of such a peace. We have waited many months, 
months full of peril and anxiety, for the conditions 
there to improve, and they have not improved. They 
have grown worse, rather. The territory in some sort 
controlled by the provisional authorities at Mexico 
City has grown smaller, not l a rger. The prospect of 
the pacification of the country, even by arms, has 
seemed to grow more and more remote; and its pacifi
cation by the authorities at the capital is evidently 
impossible by allY other means than force. Difficult
ies more and more entangle those who claim to con
stitute the legitimate government of the Republic. 
They have not made good their claim in fact. Their 
successes in the field have proved only temporary. 
War and disorder, devastation and confusion, seem to 
threaten to become the settled fortune of the dis
tracted country. As friends we could wait no longer 
for a solution which every week seemed further away. 
It was our duty at least to volunteer our good 
of'fices--to offer to a sist, i f we might, in effect
ing some arrangement which would bring relief and 
pea ce and set up a universally a cknowledged political 
authority there • 

.Accordingly, I took the liberty of sending the 
Ron. John Lind, formerly governor of Minnesota , as 
my personal spokesman a nd representative, to the 
City of 3i1e:xi co, with the following instructions: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

All fighting in Mexico to cease. 
An early and free election to be held. 
General Huerta not to be a candidate 
for the presidency at this election. 

All parties to abide by the results of 
the eleotion.19 

In speaking to the Mexican Foreign s ecretary Mr. Lind 

seems to have emphasized United states paver by calling 

attention to the fact that it could use a financial boycott, 

that it could recognize the rebels, and finally~ it could 

19 
Review of Reviews, .2E.• cit., pp. 18-26. 
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intervene . 20 The negotiations continued, but t he United st.ates 

was fi r m in its demand that Huerta must cease to be a can-

di date for the pr esidency. On October 2?, 1913 Presi dent 

Wilson again r eferred to the attitude of the United Sta tes 

toward Mexico, as follows: 

Comprehens ion mus t be the s oil in wh ich shall grow 
all the fruits of friendship , and there i s a reason and 
e compulsion lying behind Eill this v:hich i s dearer t h en 
anything else to the thoughtful men of America. I mean 
t he development of constitutional liberty in the world . 
Human rights, national integrity, e nd opportunity a s 
e.geins t material interests--that, ladies and gentlemen, 
is the i ssue which we now have to face. I want to teke 
t h i s occas ion t 0- say that the United States vd 11 never 
again seek one additional foot of territory by conquest. 
We mus t unite i n s ympathy and in spiritual interest with 
the Latin American peoples. We are only emphasizing the 
points of our <Jwn life , 2f1d we should prove our s elves 
untrue friends to them. 

Without American recognition the Mexican government 

could not obtain a foreign loan, the financial inter ests 

abroad feeling it dangerous to risk their funds on such 

doubtful security. The financial straits of the Huerta 

govermnent at l ength proved s o severe that the payment of 

interest due J anuary 1, 1914, on the Mexican na tional debt 

was suspended. This greatly incr eased the str ingency of the 

relations between the Mexican and foreign administrations.22 

20 llrs.O'Shaughnessy, .2E.· .£ll., p. 44 

21 Review of Reviews, .212.• .£!!•, pp. 32-37. 

22 Morris , 2E.• .£.!l., p. 312 



The position maintained by Ambassador Wilson, that the 

Huerta government was innocent of any connection with the 

murder of President Madero and should be recognized by the 

American government, became in time so embarrassing to 

President Wilson that he recalled the ambassador. 23 Wilson, 

as President made the tacit diplomatic bargain by which 

Great Britain agreed to support .American policy in Mexico 

and the President secured from Congress a repeal of the 

exemption from tolls of coastwise vessels of the United 

States using the Panama Cana1.24 

To Congress in his annual message December, 1913, the 
, r 

President disclaimed any intention of intervention as 

follows: 

There is but one cloud upon our horizon. That hB s 
shown itself to the south of us, and hangs over Mexico. 
There can be no certain· prospect of peace in America 
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until General Huerta has surrendered his usurped author
ity in Mexico; until it is understood on all hands, indeed, 
that such pretended governments will not be countenanced 
or dealt with by the Government of the United States. We 
&re the friends of constitutional government in America; 
we are more than its friends, we are its champions; be
cause in no other way can our neighbors, to whom we would 
wish in every way to make proof of our friendship, ¥~rk 
out their own development in peace and liberty. Mexico 
City of Mexico has broken down, and a mere military des
potism has been set up which hos hardly more than the 
semblance of national authority. It originated in the 
usurpation of Victoria.no Huerta, who, a1~ter a brief attempt 
to play the part of constitutional President, has at last 

24 66 cong., 2 sess., No. 7665. (1919-1920) p. 773. 

Also Callcott, .2E.• .£.!.1., p. 239 

Also Review of Reviews,~·..£!!., p. 57. 
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cast aside even the :p.teten.ee of 1,esat right and le• 
etat-ed b.ft-Htli' d1ctatot. Ae · a · cons;eqnence, a cend1 tioa 
of af'fa1?'e now .eldsts 1n J.t":tco which has made it tlonbt
hl wbethe-r even the ·•ost elemm1tar, .. and f'adam.ental 
1:'1.ghts eitheti of hel" own peopl$ er of the eltisens of 
othe:r countries :ree1dent within hei, te.rtoitory ea11 long 
be su.oeessfu.lly sa:fegua.rded, and whieh threatens.. 1f long 
oontinu•d• to lnJper11 the mte1:ests of peace, o:rdei', and 
tol•ra'bte 11:fe 1n the l.o.nds 1.mm:edl,stely to the south of' 
us. Even 1f the us,wp$r had. sueee·e.ded in his purposes, 
ui. d$sp1te of the ooastltution of the Republic and the 
l'1ghts of its people, he:, w.ould 'have set ~ nothing but 
a p:r&<Jar1ous and hateful power• ,vhleh could have lasted 
but a 11 ttle while and. whose eventual do-:wnfall would 
have left the oounlr1 in a mol'e deplorable condition than 
ever• But he has not auooeeded. He, hae 'for:f'eltea the 
respeet and the motal enpp~t even of those who W&?'e at 
one till& wttllng to see him sueoeed. .· Little by little he 
bas been oompletety isolated.. By a 11 tt1e every day his 
pcmer and presttge aTe cr'W'ilbling and the .eellai,ee is not 
far· a.way. Wo Shall not. I b&l.1eve. be obliged to altel.' 
o'tll- p011ey of watchfal waiting. And then when the end 
c&rnes. we shall hepe to aee eonstitut1.onai order roErto~ed 
1n distressed Mexico by the c onoe:rt and enel!g of such of 
her leaders as prefer the liberty of theil." people to their 
own ambitions. 25 

The fol'eign p .owffa accepted thle policy. Undel" 'Br! tish 

leac:101."ship thei'l:.' diplematlsts 1n Bex1oo City fo?'mally tdv!sed 

Huerta to accept the de.,,.nds of the Ul11tecl S,ta.tes.. Th• lm• 
.. . 

p~i*3d. tb.:eat had y_e-ry 11ttl~ eff~et upan llue-rta. who stocJ4 

defiant of all pt"otesting powers. He immediately made the 

to! lowing dee lar.a t 1 on: 

Whe11 I n 'sip it wlll be to seek a ;tfesttns plaoe stx 
fe•t ln the sell. When I flee ·the oapttal 1t will be to 
shoul.dft a 1:ifle and take my place 1n the l!'anks to fight 
the rebets.26 

pp,. 37-4 7. 



During the month of November the feeling of the powers 

grew more decided in favor of using force against the Mex-

ican dictator, and on the 3rd President Wilson plainly told 

Huerta that he must resign the presidency of Mexico without 
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loss of time, and must not leave as his successor General 

Blanquet. 27 The plans of the American President were backed 

by England , France and Germany, which joined in ordering 

Huerta to withdraw. The President urged all Americans to 

leave the country, and Congress voted en appropriation of 

$100,000 to aid .Americans who were destitute of the necessary 

funds for the homewerd journey.28 

The method of "watchi'u,l waiting," which had been broken 

at times by ineffective efforts to force Huerta to resign, 

went on until February 3rd, when a new step was taken by the 

American President, that of lifting the embargo on trade in 

arms which had existed for nearly t wo years, and opening the 

way for the Constitutionalists to place themselves on a. level 

with the Federal f orces ·or Huerta.29 This step went far to-

wards equalizing conditions between the contending factions. 

27 66 cong., 2 sess., No. 7665, (1919-1920) p. 775. 

28 Rquse loint Resolution No . 130, 63 cong., l seas. 

29 Review of Reviews , .2.E.• ill• , pp. 55-57. 
Also Statutes~ Large, XXXVIII, pt. II, p. 1992. 



The proclam1:1-cion had s ~arcely been made punlic before the 

supply of &rms int.he military stores &~ 21 Paso was ex-

hausted by the demand from Juarez. 1.arger supplies were 

set in motion from New Orleans toward ~he border. During 

the previous period smuggling of arms over the border had 

occurred to a considerable extent, and s large quantity of 

arms th&t had been se ized and held by the border patrols 

was now se t free and permitted to reach tnose who long be-

rore had peid for them. 

The officials et Wasn1.ngton now began freezing out the 

gw{rta goverrullcnt from obt aining funds from Europe . The 

refusal of recognition on the pe.rt of President iiil s on had 

put the nations into a somewhat awkward attitude . The 

shadow of the Monroe Doctrine lay across "the path of action 

on the part of foreign powers , and they felt chary or taking 

any decisive s tep under the circumstances . As the United 

States had so long stood forward as the guardian of the 

weaker .Ameri can republics , the wat ch-dog over Ame rican in-

terests in generel, the at~itude of this country regarding 

the Mexican or any Latin-American question had g rown to be 

106-:k:ed upon as antecedent to any decision on their own. 

They preferred to have "Uncle Sa~" pull their chestnuts 

out of the fire.30 

30yorr1s, E.E.· cit., pp. 316-319. 
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Chapter VI 

The Tampico Incident and t he Ris e of Carr anza 

l 
! 

Tile policy of "watchful waiting" adopted by the Pres -

ident of the United Stat es in regard to the belligerent 

conditions existing in Mexi co came to a sudden and strik-

ing end on April 9 , 1914. The pres~nce of Amer ican war

ships in Mexican waters , and the anti-A.~0rican feeling 

rapidly mounting among Huerta's followers, p10d.u~od a 

procative incident, which at the disposition of a less 

patient and hwnanitarian President of the United states 

might have led to prolonged intervention. A party of 

uniformed American sailors went on shore with a launch a t 

the port of Tampico to buy gasoline. Local military of

ficials summarily arrested them and took them from the 

boat flying the American flag to headquarters, •;Jh e re they 

were quickly released. Admiral Mayo, commander of the 

meval forces, demanded a salute to the American flag by 

way of reparation.l 

Huerta saw e pos s ible chance, by provoking t h e United 

States into f orceful action, to strengthen his p os ition by 

rallying opposing Mexican factions behind him. He refused 

the s alute. President Wilson backed up the Admiral. He 

informed Huerta the t if the salute were not gi v en he would 

1 s. F. Bemis, A Diploma.tic History of the Unit ed States , 
(Henry Holt & Co., New York 1936 pp. 548-549. 
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turn the matter over to Congress. When a president of the 

United States r e sorts to s uch a statemen t he usually is 

sure that Congress will support forcible act ion. Huerta, 

still adamant, Wilson informed Congress that Tampico was 

only one spectacul~r incident in a series of events vmaich 

showed contempt for Amer ican rights. Disclaiming aggression 

or purpose of intervention, he asked for authority to use 

force if necessary to bring about a proper respect for the 

flag of the United States. Congress supported the request 

overwhelmingly. The vote in the House was 323 to 19. The 

vote in the Senate 72 to 13.2 

The President hed to a ct before the resolution passed 

the Senate. Just a s the German merchant s hip Ypirango , was 

about to l and e. cargo of arms a t Vera Cruz, Admiral Mayo's 

force s shelled the defenses there (April 21, ' 1 914) and, 

after some sharp fighting, took the customs house and the 

entire city, and seized the ship. There followed a pro

clemation prohibiting the i mport&tion of arms into Mexico. 

Huerta sought in vain to rally all armed Mexicans taD a 

united resistance of the "invader." The "constitutional" 

oppos ition, under Carranza and other leaders, looked ¥tlth 

increasing di s f avor upon the American occupation of Vera 

2 Review of Reviews, 2.£• cit., pp. 59-63 . 
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Cruz, "a violation of the national s overeignty," es Carranza 

notified the Department of State, but, with succes s so im

inent, they would not rally to Huerta.3 

The immediate duty of the American occupation was tr:o 

prevent delivery to Huerta forces of a cargc of munitions 
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from the Germ.an steamer Ypiranga. The munitions arrived and 

were delivered at another port. There was sharp street fight

ing in Vera Cruz, in which several American and many Mexican 

lives were lost; Huerta ended diplomatic cont scts on April 

22. War loomed imminent. In principle it actually existed.4 

fresident Wilson's position at Vera Cruz was as un

•11elcome to him.self as it was to his opponent. He accepted 

with alacrity en invitation of the diplomatic repr es ent atiVEts 

of the Argentine, Brazil, and Chile in Wa shington to mediate. 

At their ins t ence a conference met a t Niagara Falls, to which 

the revolutioni s t s , the Huerta pa rty~ end nine Hi spanic 

Junericen countries were invited. The Cerranza g roup accepted 

only "in principle," and its representatives, a rriving in 

June, played the p r rt of obs ervers r a ther the n of p urticipant s .5 

The eff ort to a vert war took the form of a n a tt empt to find a 

3 Bancroft,~· .£.!1., p. 54j. 
Also Bemis, .2.l'.· Cit., pp. 548-549. 

4 Priestly,~· .21.l•, p. 423 . 

5 66 cong., 2 sess., No. 7665 (1919-1920) pp. 779-789. 
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pr-ovision~l pl"osi<'.}-ent v:ho i"JOUld p'l"ove acceptable to all 

pa:rt ics concented. In this the C on:fe:rence was unsuccessful• 

as the Carranz~ f?rces declined to p~rticipate of ficic.lly 1n 

the de liberat lons. th&tr ah!e:t•s attitude being one o:f re• 

aentment against the oonst:ruotive interve-ntion in Mexican 

tnte:rnal a.ff'o. i r s. IIuoi- ta 'a representatives ha.d few instTue'i

ton3-, li~tle in!~Uen~e, anc1. less authot•ity. Iris S.J)J?CS.1 to 

ap:pea l to Co.:r~anza for aid t o i·oµel the Amer1oans had been 
, -

properly -rejected by that governo1: and self-styled ehi~ftal:n, 

fo~ Huor t~ had, since his dissolution o:f h1s Congxess, 6 no 

legal a.uth0'4."ity, let alone mo:ral. upon 'Which to bane his 

el.aim to tho administrative power. The n.et result o:f the 

Conference was to uffi.rm the oft-repea:ted dictum 01: Pl'esident 

W i laon, "llue:r ta ~t go. u7 
- -

V.ff)! shortly. the oontinued successes of the revolutton-

ists, aided a s they w~e by the intransigent attitude of the 

Unit.ad Statos. brought Huerta to a reati·=ation of his phys!• 

cal dangm:i.. The f'oTCes from the n02"tl1 had he~ ~teadily 

d:rawtng neare~ while tl1e l ast phases of his discom:f'itu:re wel'e 

being enacted. Earl7 1n July he had made a futile ef:fo:rt to 

oar-ry out "el:eotions" again, but these resulted mo,:e 1.net'-fectlv• 

than the ea~ 47' . eff~t of the p'reoading autumn. It was evident 

~ 

6 . . . . . . 
Review _o~ ~ fl'(ie1ta? .!P• eit., p. 63. 

7 :ei-test ty. t>p~ c 1:t ~ :A : P.. 424. · 
Also Ri:ppy'f op. <l11i,.,, p. 33V. 
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iihat the1:e was no help tlvcough intervention by H1span1o 

.Ame~1ea.n na:tions ., no i~ecognition from the United Stat-es , no 

loan from any. source,. no funds of a:n:y kin~. no hop~ of es• 

aa:P1ng ultimate defea.t at the hands o'f his enemies. 

On Jul.:l 15th Viotoriano IIuet<ta dlotated a. bomba.at-:to 

resignation., acknowledging in effoot that he had bom.'1 foreed 

out of office by President iJ ilaon. 8 '<1 It l.s hard'ly an exag

g&~ation ~o say th~t the abdioa·tion and flight of Huet"ta , in 

July _ 19~4., was d~:r·eotly related to the with~awal of B:rit1~h 

au:vpol't." Of com!se rebels we?e pr ,ess!ng tro:m all sides and 

the l"OSl' of discontent of the ma.sses was eve1tywhe-ro hea.l'd, but 

the ove?"thl'ow of Huet"ta mu:st he l!?.:rgely credlted to pe~siatent 

pt:essure of the United States . 9 The remnant o:f power which he 

left behind was eon:ftdad to the hands of his Chief J"Ul3t1ee, 
- ,. - ,. • ., < • - -· 

Fi-~o1s~o S . __ Carbajal., .now md.e, M1n1stel" o:f Foreign Relations. , 

whose sole governmental ~metion was to be the surrender of 

·the executive power to the C onat1tutionalist Army within a 

n1onth. Huerta fl.eel, a Get"man steamer taking him a.way una.et.' 

the p:t"oteotion of Emperor Wilhelm'"s flag.. Some two yea:rs 

later he nnde his way back into the United States from Europe, 

to foment armed aotivit.y in Texas againat the :power o:f c~ ... 

:ttanza. In this violation of the neut~ality laws of the united 

. 
8 

Pl'ies~ly ~ eit_., 425. <?P• :P• . . i • 

9 Oalloott,. o;e. eit,., P• 241 .• 
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States he bl'ought about his arrest by a[;'ents of the ./1.merican . . 
government. Being ta.keu ill, a.ua. evident~y with little time 

to live , he was :released f-'l'om conf inement, and presently 

died Ln the oume yeex . 10 

Fne high lights o:f A.merio·an inte~vention rw.y be sumn:E~i:1ed 

as follows: 

1. The undiagu.ised oonce:rn with t?hich Ws.ahingt on saw 
the fall of Madero. who vms eonsideT&d :friendly to United 
s ·ta.tes :U.nan9ia l inte.~es"ts in Mexico, and the est ablishment 
ot a de faoto· io·egime p:tesided over by G,ene:ral Hue1:ta , who 
was known to :f~vot" Brit ish oil int er est s . 

2, The stand adopted by Pttesident Wilson at the out
set e,f the Hue~ta t>egime , deola:rin,g "We can nave no sympathy 
with those ,vho seek to seize the powe,-r of go-ve1:nmant to 
advanoe their own :pe:rsonal inte·.res t.s o-r ambition.'' and re .. 
f'usi:ng to t'&oognizoe it on the ~ound that it ha.d been 
created by violence Slid unconstitutional means. 

3. The paternnltstlc attitude of President Wilson in 
suggesting Huerta's Withdrawal. and stating before Congress: 
"The pi-esent aitua.tien in Msxioo is 1nclompat1ble with the 
fu.1£11.lmont of intorl'.l8-t1onal obligations on the pa.rt of · 
ltoxtoo1 w! th the oi'V'ili~.ea devel01,ment o·f Maxi.co hersel.f., 
Q'l:ld w11:h the maintGna11ce o:f tole~able :political and economic 
eond.itiona -in Central 11.merioa..," thereby ai-1:"ogating to ld:m
solf the tutelar tssk o·f 1:n:eserving good government ill 
neighboring :fo1'."eign count:ri~s. !,>:resident Wilson had said: 
n1 am going to teaoh t he South Amo:rioe.n r ·epubllcs to seleot 
good men. ff . . 

4. The db:ect intot<fol'enoe of 1?i,es1d,ent rI1lson wlth 
the polttl1ia1 eonte.st in l[exioo when. he sent pe?.'aonal i-ep
ro.senta·tives to daal with the va::r1ous :factions and suggested 
the terms upo,n which peace should ~ est,a.bliehed. 

5. Tlle open opposition to Rttert.a.•-s continuance in · 
power. i.vhidh ?.resident Wilson avow,,dly admitted and :p'l"omised 
to maiil1iain ncy such ItrQans as may be neoeasary. " · 

- 6-. - -· '1'1te dlp1.omtto preaeui-e e,re,..t&d on ft>relgn powers. 
to prra~ent theii ·· suw·ol'.'t of the Ruet'ta -re$1m&. · 

Y; The m111'tatiy a!d given to Hue~ta'e epponents, and 
the blocadlng the. finances of Hue?'"tafs govet'nment •. 

lO F~1estlzr. Oi• .cit., P• 425. 
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8. The Tampico flag incident, and the asking ot 
the use of armed toree because "the dignity or the United 
States was at stake." 

9. The cap~ure of Vera Cruz, major Mexican port, 
without previous declar~tion or war, by naval forces ot 
the United States. The customs, by the taking ot this 
port cut Huerta's income a million pesos a month, thus 
creating an economic blocade. 

10. The failure of the Niagara Conterenoe, and the 
protests of the faction oppo.sed to Huerta in Mexico. 

None of these actions could :find a justification in the 

accepted rules of international law. They reveal an undis

closed intervention of tbe government of the United States in 

the domestic affairs ot Mexico. They savor or imperialism, 

even if the man ultimately responsible for them was not 

motivated in his paternalistic attitude by selfish designs, 

but by an ill-advised idealism which wandered too high above 

the earth to recognize the limits or national sovereignty.11 

l 
Gaston Nerval, Autopsy of the Monroe Doctrine, (The MacMillan 
Co., New York 1934} pp. 276-280. 
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Ob.apter VII 

oai-ransn :mi th:G l:lGw Ot1mStttut1a 

!he e\~tltn d ~ta. 414 not b~lng p&at,:e· to llaioo. 

Bival ~evotttt1&a:t"7 ermtes,. 'W.lil.$1* zepat'a 1n tu. sodbqst -4 

tu balldtt Vil.la ta t .b-e 1101tth ~ oth&11s.1i ~avagd the Ooaft¥• 

Wt~•u t•tt now was to g'°t plac;:3cd bl un~lty a p-o~ wbiclh 

o~uld em~ the s~ar·t of the pe:opl<.> f11 ~toa .as a po-, 

U$l..«Jn1 gov~t that could tt&oAV$' the eanetion ot 'late~ 

tt:e• ,etectlana. s. pv~t that 00\lld suaramGe ~t-ee·1rton 

~ ~can mlil ,other t'Gt1.e4°n llfs ~ ~'(}-Pd!t't1' ill Ju.mieo. i'he 

Oa.n'tm'11t:tae •. df:1~1t~ thaltt ~a:tbet:te <teap,anae to \lltaon•s 

uttlnade.,, ea~ tC> -rd~ the hoot ~ 0£ euoh a gevefJUJJ8.Jlt.1 
" " -~ . .. ... . 

Oodual•., ~"'t:t .:and p111am~. sw.Qli)t u-.tco., . .h.Blttona to 

baste,n the est:a'blta:'hblont i9f' E>l:'dff.., h':eelcl~ Wtlse mmaeaol 

a. etmfft'mtoe of Up:1"*1t1e 1:el)l1es~tattvou. 01! abt. Latbl.~~

can pew.,,_the ArltQnt!.tte !te,tibtte. Btas:il, Chilo., G.uat:._.ta. 

»ottyla and Ut~t wan'h1ngtm (~t. 1916) to alvls. ·tm 

whioh ~':t'mg f8<ttl®. t1> f!eo,opl_, and su:ppOt-t a.a the ,govmm, ... 
' ·- -· ..., ~ 

. 
1. llPl)J' 'f •1.• I ,01\, t; 11. 540. 



VO 

!he e'Otlfer«nuo 1:nvtted r&.]1,Cttefttat-S.v• of too r.1«1dtfflu 

~ :01.'LPa to ·pG't't'St.,1:pata-. Deep! t ,e the ~:t that tl't.Wltunsa. ~-

~ tbo mvt·hit1m ad eonslet-anttu aen1ea the 1:fght o.f . 
outsld(?J 11si-tl19'.S to gtve &tvtoe to Bextoo.. the e~es 

~.ea. th•:t~ <l$01s1on tbst the Dun:aa!sk paTt7 wae 

Hfho Sil$ ~ -tr pOBS.iisa~ the $'$9b-tluts of t-.oogntttm 

as th-e (ti() tact:& gov~et a.f ~too.n ~ls was an a.m-1-Gtus 

~&BP.'•.ee to the il-e:·abte to see ~body 1n anthor.tlty in ~i

e! Qom :tm:t'~ 1*7J-ers _,e,mtl4 ~l"t a.nd with whe t-'hoJ 

nl1.mht ~ot t() •b e~$ltt101'1S -!r,r t1te aGtt1•me:nt of ctrd.m 

attd th-e p:rot oot!on of l1na Slid p'rOJ)tn.·ty tf tb.~11:' nat l<>nals. 

'Tne Unlt-ei .siatoo then p.t"·&mpt~ {Oe-tob:e:if U>,. 1915} -l'~~ 

ds taoto 0:aftatt:za•:a autb.G'l'i-t1,. fotle'ed 111' atmt:11aw a-e:tia 'br 

the a= Latln~m.orio:sa. t:Ji~ »•«s.. -We w1.ll tald ~ 
.. .. 

l1~111ni Kod.oo,. "--~ta:mi Wl.lsm ~1.ne<l to O~ess. bnt 

ld.11 not O'ORCceJ ~ . ul 
~ 

~ - a.11 a.ct& ~Qltt.lt:ton o£ o,~~ p%ovod J;rers.a~e. 

liv v1an ~ble ta eunbot the nvagtng old.~tams wh& ~ 

to ,~t hts leadeabi)ii., 111h-e most notorious and bloodtll.1Ts'IJ' . . . 

tte·ll\~•1:Y attempt-ea. by a ae~tee 0,f s~mary tnetl.en:ts • 

to J;l,'fOTOD a:a ~a. t,ntet:ven.t!on ot the Unlt'ei Stattl& vlhieh 
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might enable him to supplant Car-ranza in public estinv.tion as 

a leade!l' of :i pat?'iotto 'l."evolutlona:ry Kexi.oo to repel th! hope 

for invasion. Cana.nm had invited American mine owners, who 

had abandoned thei'l." propBl'ties on advlee of their govfn'nment, 

to t'eturn and operate the mines • . a gioottp of fifteen graduate 

engmeet's p:r0mi:>tly ente?"ed the State of Ohlhut\hua for this 

p~ose. Villa •a fo1:>ees took the young men from a rall:road 

t:ra!ll and murdered them 1n cold blood at Santa Ysabel (January . . . 

10. 1916 ). 3 Th! Oo~ess, of the trn!ted State~ passe.d a _reso ... 

lution (1:(a:roh 'l, 19~6) fo:r o.:rmei Snte:rvention~ but Wilson 

accepted, _ this time, the p:ro,:n1se _ of Casr,.-snsa to punish the 

perpet:rato3:s of the m:issao?'e, To this day they have gone 

unpunished. Nert Villa led s host~le ,.-a.18. on _~merioan soil, 

"shooting up" the town of· ColtUri'bus, New Mexteo. with the less 

of seventeen American lives- ... tnnooent eltiee.ns ltllled within 

the1tJ ~ _e~~tTy~ ~ their O'!!l home town _ (l!ar~h 9~ 1916)~4 

Pt-eeident Wilson with the quick approval of Congress, 

immediately sent a punitive ezpdition of 15,000 militia on 

tho southern fiontiet' against further contingencies, to supple

ment the :regular a:nn,, a military episode which exhibited to 
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the world such a lamentable unprepai-dness for waT that it 

encouraged 11ex1co.ns o:f ~11 groups, inctnd!ng O:a~l."anta, to 

resist Amel'-1:ean demands, howeve?" reaaone.ble. The untamed 

Villa. pel'petrated nev, raids into Toxas fat':tail'S of Glen . . . 
Spiii~s and B~n1I.~as, ?la.y 5, 1916), wh1~h happened at the 

time o:t ~ the _Lusitania .. ol'is 1s with Geniazw .1> 

ho.m now on the tncreasu,.g un.eerta.utty of An>.e:r1can 

neu t-ra 1 i ty and the i,a:r 1n Euioope exet>t ed 1 t s 1n:fltt:enc e on 

the benevolent "watchful waitingff of the exaspe,:ated I>i,os1dent 

Wilson. Oa"Ci-an&.a refused to accept American requests for oo

operattve aotion for the suppress.ion of Villa with American 
- -

troops on Mexican soil. Another oolurnn 0£ SCOO eressed the 

frontier over the t<1a1ng protests of Carran:a. The Department 

o:f state again publicly advised all American citizens l'emahalng 

1il Mexico to leave.. The American Pt"esident v;as sinoel'e in his 

explanations that tbes;e pun1t1ve expeditions were neoesstnty to 
- . 

p?"~vent fm'the:r and general intervention, 'fo-r wh;ch public 

opinion within the United States began to elamo~. led by 

!heodo:re Roosevelt, and backed of ooittse by those people 

whose 1eg1t1ma.te investments in Mexico we~e being wiped out." 

The second pnsutt of Villistas led to a ooll1aton with 
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Oar,:ansa •s fottces :at Carl'izal. Other smalle1.' attacks on 

Ame,:1:aan naval ·01' land feToes on t ,he llOl."ter and frontiel's of 

ltexico showed the eagci,:r enmi.ty o~ Ctn'ra.nza's. Government. 

Genei-al host ill ties seemed to have b,aen ave:rted only by a 

hair's bTeadth by Cat"l"'an.za'-s prudence in acoepting ~11l.son•s 

demand ( June 25,· 19l6) f~ the 1.nm1.&d1at·e r "e~ease of 17 

tl'oopers who had been cut off and made pl'1s-onel's at Ca:rrlsal. .. . 
a se:riee of futile conferenoea (at New London, Atlantic 

City, Philadelphia and New Yoi-lt) between oomm1ssion,e~s of the 

United States and 0£ the de faato M.exioa.n Government, en• 

doavored. 1n vain to agt-ee on bases for evacu.a tion o.f P-e·l'Sh1ng 'a . . 

~~im!nt:3, -· based ?11 . a T~ght ~o int!rvene again when neees81ll7 . 

and su:ff-S.eient p'r·om1·se of p:roteotion by the Csr7anza forees. 

Only when the o'l'1s1FJ o:f ap1n.•oach1ng wa.r t1ith Germany develop-. . 
et,. 1n Janua~;r. 191;'1, d.1d Wilson order the withdrawal of t1:te 

troops. w1thout adequate guaranties. The Mexican Cong:r,ess. 

acting as an electoral oollege , elected Car,:a.nsa as President, . . . 
March 11, 191'1, ~ e,stablished a new constitution., embodying 

the re:fOTme .of the Revolution.' It was a speotsoular v-ietory 

:for ea:r:re.nza, who matnta.1ned his authority suceassfully

t~ough ~ot faithfully to tho :p:rinoiplea of the. Revolution

in :Mexio o du;r ing the remainder of the World War, in which the 

'1 B -.rs. .. . . it. : . 552•553.· 
A~ ~.£;11%auia: Y¥: M. A. R.) p. Pt2. 
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United States wa.'8 en•olve-d'" 

The New Conat1tut1on 

Venust1ano Cal'l'anza belOE.g~d to one of the leading 

families of the state of Coahuila. Re was ednosted s.t the 

City o:f :Mexioo e.nd began a course of study' at the liational 

School of Law, but was Olll1Sa4 to abandon it because of 

trouble w.1 th his eyes. But his splendid pa:oeps:ra.tion pu.'t him 

in a position to beoome highly oultu:red. In his pel'aonality 

he was a thinkel'; he spoke but little; he waa famously honest 

and well to do. He ,vas about 55 years old at the time of the 

overthrow of Hum-ta. 6 

Foi- over two years Carransa ru:led Mexlco as a dictator. 

Thel!'e was no Congress 1n session when his gove'l.'nment was 

recognized by the untted s tates and Euttope and none had be.en 

called after that. This situation was embarrassing ~om an 

1ntei-nat1ona1 standpoint especially fol' the United States. 

She had refused to tteo?gIJ.iZ,0 Huerta on the gioomi-a.. not only 

tha t he was a. mtu.'d&l'En:•. but that he wa~. net the eonst1tu~1on

ally elected president of the Hepubltc! Thia being true~ slnee 

8 63 cong •• 1 sess •• No. 153. { 1913} XXI, p. 6636. . . 
9 Smith. oi,. oit., p. 209. 
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Ct:1.t-:ranza ~d not been ciuly electe~_by tb.o people-.it was hatd 

f~r het' __ to give the Ca:4'.'anza gove:t"::J.ri.1?nt fu~l SUJ?l)Ol' ~G ~ This 

situation ¥las r ooo~:;seci . h:,i- Ca~ransa:! He called a duly elected 

conventi011 to moot in Q~eretel' o in _ Decem'be!' UJ?-d dur inB the next 

t rrn mont,hs en enti1'1;)'47° new oonsti tut1on was fo1.1med. and s1gn•l 
- ,., . .. 

by the membe:cs of the convention. Jaw.:mry Zl_. 191'7 • I t was 

:proclaimed to the people t:i.s the new law of the lend by Ca:l7Bl1-
- . 

zu l:1 ebl:11~:¥ ~th.. This const i tution ha.s given rine to m.o:re 

intei-na t i ona.1 troubles as v;:cl l ar::i aornestic li t 1g::1ti01:J. tha.11 arJ7 
.... .. -- . 

othe:r docur:1e-nt ettor f'coepted 1)~r o. ld!eJtioan Congi""acs.10 . 
To ber;in wi th,. th:l.s a ;0:sombly did not ~ep:resent , by ·$tJ.Y 

means . ull cl.asses in the 11ozicnn r ·epu..bllo. r :revious l oyalty 

to tho Canstitu'tional1st cause was a p,:equi.site of each dele• . . 
gato to the Convent ion . l.l The spi :t"i t of the convention was to 

co'.i.~rect a ll the evils of tho nat ion which had acc:ruerl d.u:r tn.g 

.,. .. 1 0 l ,i,...t ·"'on,.. htm~1 ••ed '"O"" .. ..,,.., u.L '"",., .L. ...... .UJ. · ., ..... .::.,,;;, .• The i dea with !' eferenoe to 

ccn--rcc ting those evils .sco.rlcd to be to dethrone the c l ass 

which had al vmys be.c11 dmm_-t~od~on . Co~3?r1u:mtly., this _ oon-: .. 

vention was the culmination of clas s feeling. Ilatred fm:- t'h,e 

i:uling olo.Bs had g-rown all through the i:-evolt:.J ion a.J?-c1 it was 

on l y to be erpea-ted tho. t the:re. ·would be no land barons t"ep~eseted 
________ .._. ________________ ._. ____ ..,_ ________ ...... _______ ._. _______ . _________ _ 



in the convent ion. 

· 11 summary of the Constitution may be condensed in the 

following fadamental points: 

1. . a general tendency to pro~·essive reform 1n a 
revolutionary eel',lse. The remains o:f'tlle old feudal 
classes and the wealthy middle ola3s., ou the stl"eng1h of 
thceli- soo1al, politioal and economic p,!1v1leges, lottded 
it over the proletarian olasaea. The p'l'!noiples of the 
Me:noa.n Revolution sought to level up the wo~king ala.as 
or at lea.st to· bettel" its condition .• (A.t-t. 123.) 

2. The fol"me'r oeonom1o l'&gim& upheld the prinoiples 
of tree indnst~1sl ar oommettcial oompet~t1an, with no 
limits other than private agreements between companies or 
:fit'tt!S. 

The fOl'mu.la of tranllition \Vas intervention by the 
state in e.eonomio pioodwtion s.nd aa a oontrol lJ,ng · super
vising· and balB1J.01ng agency f managed eo·ononw. ) (art. 2a.) 
- 3. The bott:rgeo1s system reoogn1,Z$d private ownership 
of all :property~ without 11m1tat1ons and as -an absolute 
and -pel'sonal right. The UC!\tican const1tut1onal system 
reeognizes private J)Tope:rty .. but with 11m1tattons · in the 
public 1nte-rest and 00nsidering it as a. social function;· 
it endeavol's to promote snia.11 hold.1ngs . small industries 
the pttopet"ty of Indian agr~ian oommun!ties and oo·o:pel'atlve 
forms of production and eonsumptton. and the u'.t111sat1on of 
credit and te.o?ulS.oa.l methods for tll.e eultivat ion o:f the 
soil. {:farming. sohools and banks.} (Art. 27.) . . 

4. The bourgeois regime did not permit the ol"gan1zat1 on 
of la.bot' organtza·t1ons nor their taking pattt in the managing 
funotttms · of industry~ The Oonstitution reoogniz·ed the · 
standing -of worke-re 1 ol!'gan11at1one itfthe fot"m of unions, 
grants to them a moderate 1nte?"•ent1on in pl'od11ct1on and · 
wo,:tts f01' commun1 ty oi' :.J:nterest be:tween worlt~n • :pes.aant,s. 
and solclters. {, , t .. US} · 

5. A tendettoy t ·o complete sepal.'ation of the Chui-oh and 
the. state and ourtailment of Chureh action in educational 
funct tons. ( Al't. 130) 

6. St:rioter · State control over ohar1t1es, education, 
and public health. · 

V ~. Emancipation o:f woman by making tb..e bonds of family 
organization ampler a.n.d less l"igorou:s. 



,.,., 
s. il. abtaggle a.gs.inst ole?'1oal i'ana.tioiam and any 

?"emaining · int ar:f'e~ence by the Roman Oathglie Ohuroh 1l'i 
educmt1on, polities and· owtlel.'Ship of '.Ft>perty in mo:rtmain. 

· 9. A st1!'on.gnational1st1o tendenc1, 1i1 the sense Of 
~omoti.ng the d&velopment oaf a sh-iotly llexiean culture, 
but .eonn-eot-ed with creole oi- . Spanish-A.· meriean, .. _Iber~an 
and European cultures, and v,1 th all those thai; have con
tributed to f()ltm the heri t age of p?esent-day hmnnnlty. 12 

.A mistake of this eonstitution was the grmiting of' 

universal suff'l'age. Beeause with euoh a ·high degree of 

1111te:raoy it would be impossible to have good goveTmnent 
. ~ 

with the vote 1:n the hands of eve:ryane. It would have been 

better to Testr!ot auf fi-age to the portion of the populat1on 

able to l."ead and v,r1te, regardless of eooial class O?' race. 

UnJ_. this plan as the towel' classes became elevated they would 

automatically be given the fl'anohise. Thu-s the possibility of 

having a large body of votel's which could be bribed or per-· 

suaded to vote in one way or anothet" through an emotional 

a:p:peat. 13 In the words of Seniot' AbTeau: "Mexico needs more 

democratic tendency ·without allowing democracy to be excessive . . 

freedom. beo•u.se that woul~ 't be demo-o:racy. '1 

Carranza had been i-eoo·gnir;ed as de :facto head o~ the 
.. . . 

Republic of l'!exieo 1n October, 1,1s. after he had l'efuaed ~o 

abide by p~omises he had made not to assume the presidency, 

12 66 cong •• qJ>• oit., .~P· 446_-449. 

13 Tannenbaum, !?J>• ei t., pp. 168-1'13. 
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and had ,ru.a:rreled with Francisco Villa and others of his 

companions 1n arms against Huerta. Recognition was bestowed, 

not in full eoni'ldanoe,. but 1n the belief that Cart'anza led 

the party which had made the most effective campaign against 

the prevailing disorders and which was moat likely to succeed 

in the pao1f1oati_on of the country .• 

Carranza 'a Oonatitnt1on of 1917 was navei- really in 

fo:rc.e or aooapted. It was too idealis-tio :fol'.' practical use. 

Cal."ranza undertook to revolutionize the government upon a 

sooial1st1o theary while a oonupt military oligarchy and a 

none too honest set o.f o1v111an offioers v1t1ated whatever 

was good in the ne\v pl.an by the moat oyn1cal grafting.14 

The !?:resident had disttegaTded electoral fol'mal1t1es, 

1mpos ing his own ea.ndf.dates a.s governol"s in numerotu3 states, 

and had ueed these gentlemen to further his design to seat 

his ovm ca ndidate as T:iis sucoessor. had arrested the par-. . . 

tisans of Obregon., and lmpr1soned., upon :flimsy cha.i-ges, the 

membe:rs of Congress who opposed his polittca:1 program. In 

exte~nal affairs the non-payment of tho 1nte~est on the publie 

debt. and the obse:rvanoe of a neutrality 1n the Gi-eat War 

whioh veiled only too thinly a wleh for German sucoess f'atner

ed by the thought that a European friend might :rlso ui, to ohack 

14 Priestly, o;v. oit., pp. 441-442. 



79 

the hegemony of the United States UJ)on tbe Ame,:1can oont1nent, 

combined to complicate o d.if fioult situation. 

The pol1t1oal ca~aigns of would•be successors we?'e waged 

fo?' a yee.1." and a hal:f. Early in Ja.nuu-y of 1920 the well-known 

faet of' Obregon's lead in the race was recognleed. He was a 

popular revolutional'y idol. Re was a popula?' eqd1date :f'?'om 

a foi-eigneiis viewpoint. Re was the only man who had ev01t 

defeated Villa. He ha.i :fathered sev·eral stm-tling attempts to 

amend the new Constitution,, ther eby earning the enmity of 

Car?'anza.. He had prsot1oally admitted that he would s·ta;rt a 

revolution if there we?"-e not a :fail' election. It was generally 

:felt that if he did so he would surely win, as the ms.30:rity of 

the military were fm:- h1m. 

In J'anual'y a fol"ce of :piok:ed m111-tary police were sent to 
' - . 

Sonora to fight Yaqui ~uppo-rters of Obregon, who controlled 

that state :politica lly. These traditional enemies of the 

centl' a l gove1'nment had been on the warpath several months. 

on Feb-i-u~y 11. Car~a.nza told an as sembly of governors 

that he would not hold the prea!.deney after the expiration of 

~ts t~!m, -!llld that if no executive we:re eleoted Congl'ess would 

name one .• 15 

On AJ~11 3, a threatened stl!'Ute by the el!lPloyees of the 



Southern Pacific of Mexico broke out. This was the s ignal 

for the officials of Sonora to begin the revolution. On 

April 15th Obregon escaped from Mexico City in disguise.16 

It was but a short time until the states of Nayarit, Micho

a.can, and Chihuahua Joined the "Obregonists," The attempt 

of Carranza to deal with the revolution from the eastern 

side was futile.I? 

eo 

The Liberal Constitutionalist Party {Obregon' s party) 

made a den and that Carranza should relinquish his office , 

and under decla r etions contained in the Plan de Aqua Prieta, 

set up Adolfo de ls Huerta as supreme commander until such 

time as the States joining Sonora --shculd make e choice. A 

provisional president was to be named as soon as the Plen 

should b e adopted by the Liberal Constitutionalist Army. 

'l'he Plan announced a policy of protection to all citizens 

and foreigners and the enforcement of all the ir legal rights. 

A determination to develop industries, commerce, and business 

in general was especially emphasized.ls 

'?he legal government continued to camouflage the situation 

by claims of strength, but its position was ser ious. More tha~ 

16 .United States Foreign Relations, (1920) p. 130. 

17 ~, pp. 130-140. 

18 1!?1..1, pp. 150-152. 
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50.000 t:roops join-ed the cause of Ob'::egon. 

On liay 5th President Ca:rt"anza issued his · last manifesto. 

Ile deo l~ed that he would fight to the finish. that he would 

not resign, no~ turn the power ovo:r to anyone not his duly 

elooted successor. While Carranza was making this declaration, 

he was pre:pat•ing to t:ransfel.' the gove:rnment to Vera C~z, 

whenoe so Tm.Uy ha:rd-:pTossed forlo~n hopes have been able to 

"come bo.ok. 0 T\"lenty-·one trains. collected and eg_u1p:ped at 

~eat e~:f o~t, u7ere to car:ry avm:y 20, OO? t:c~ops, ca.i- l?Sds of 

reco~ds, and :millions o'f t:reasnre (100,000,000 :peoos.) In 

addition to the txoops there was a ca:rload of employees of 

state, tho cabinet, th~ Supreme Court, and the Pe:rma.nent 

Commis s ion of Congress. Mis:fortune attended every step. 19 

There wa.s delay and confusion in getting of f . Attacka on the 

convoy began almost at once. Befo?'e they passed La Villa the 

l~st fotrt" trains we1"'e cut off. Fina 117, aft el." 11is trains 

we~e ont to :pieces and unusable and his troo:ps defeated at 

Aljihes. Carranza t?"ied to esc ape fo:r the Puebla mountains .. 

A man named Hei-rero killed Carranza on the night of :May 18th, 

w:hlle he slypt in a mountain shack at Tlaxcal.Untongo., in the 

Ste.ta of :Puebl~. 

The body o:f Ca.r~anza was brought back to Mexico City, 

19 tmited States Foreign nelntions, (1920) III, p. 148. 
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where he was buried in the cemetery of Dolores. Adolfo de 

la Huerta was chosen Substitute President by the reorganized 

Congress. He served the unexpired term of Carranza, that is, 

until the end of November, 1920.20 

20 
Priestley, op. cit., p. 452. 
Also Tannenbaum, op. cit., (T. M.A. R.) p. 185. 



Chapter VIII 

Alvaro Obregon. 

After the fall of Carranza the Obregon force s quickly 

cons olidated the ir power. Congress at once organized, or 

reorganized, itself and recognized Adolfo de la Huerta as 

provi s ional president. Obregon, hi~self, was pacifying the 

country and preparing for the general elections to t ake 

place in Sept ember .. He was e l ected with little or no oppo

sition and started his own administration of fo ur years on 

December 1, 1920. Frori;i. t his date the Constitution of 1917 

r eally first bec ame a force . Most of the labor and 

agrarian legi s l a"tion dates from arter 1920. Obregon was 

the only man who had the mi xture of a bility, s t erness, tact, 

and prestige to control the army, the old conservative 

83 

elements of Church end aristocracy, the bandit organizations, 

who were mos tly pro-Church and reactionary, the land reformers, 

wno wanted spoils in many cases, the Yaqui Indians wan'ted 

their lands and privileges, and l astly the radical labor 

organizations.1 

President Obregon, seeking full recognition of his gov

ernment, offered his personal assurances for the security of 

1 Callcott, .2.£• ~., p. 289-290. 



American prop erty and citi zens in Mexico2 and tne ownership 

of l ands acquired by American citizens before the adoption 

of the new Constitution of May 1, 1917. He would shape his 

policy, he said, "according to tne dictates of law and 

morality." Secretary of State Cherles E. Hughes, in the 

84 

new Republican Administration of President Harding, insisted 

that recognition be contingent upon a treaty wn ich would 

explicitly bind the Mexican nation itself to adequate guaran

ties. Obregon refused this. Eventually Hughes gave ·..r,;ay end 

accepted, instead of a treaty, a statement of a greement 

written into a protocol of' in1Aormal co nrerences in Mexico 

eity--the so-ca1led Bucareli Conferences--of a commi ssion 

composed of delegates from the two countries. 

In the Bucareli Conferences, the two countries negotiated 

two claims conventions for the set~lement of all outstanding 

cla ims between the t.wo governments: one, a general claLus 

commission of 1868; the other, a special claims convention 

for Claims arising out of the Revolution, 1910-1920. The 

United States formally recognized the gover nment of Mexico, 

de Jure, under the presidency of General Obregon. (August 31 1 

1923) 3 

When a revolution broke out in the north against the 

2 United states Foreign Reletions, (1921) II, pp. 396-417. 

3 Bemis, .9..E.· cit., p. 5b6-560. 
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establishe~ luiexican Govcn-nnent, the Unitod States s uvod it 

by selling , on deferred payment , munitions to the constitnted 

autho?'itles . Numorotw n:rmy officer c longed for the g ood old 

days of disorder when they could p lunder more o-r less e t will , 

have plenty of cxc1 tement , mid st i 11 bo both ;pntr 1ots and 

heroes . Of the 508 conernls in the n.:rmy 102 jo!necl the rebell

ion. s1dded. to these were o.b ont 3 ,000 m1not' off ice?'s and over 

2::3 , 000 men . 

The rebels a.nnouncect as the ctmse of thei:r or,positlon the 

attempts of Obregon to foist Co.llos UJ>On the country. The 

l eader of the movement , De l a. Huerta , was c;enernlly looked 

upon as the -representative of the Cientificos, the old. con

servat ives, and the clergy. It has been cla imed. that all o:f 

these ~oups helped to finance the movement. To su1,:port the 

adminis".;rn tion, Obreeon c onld. dep end upon hi:::i own o"Tr,a.nizat ion, 

i.a s ection of labo'.t' o.ncl tho aB!'~rr ians." 

The President seems to 11.ave been a lmost criminally neg

ligent U J} to this time , but~ once aroused , his activities 

were dofini te nn<l effective. The :re'beln h ad not concontl:'ated 

OI' co-o·rd. i natect thei:r fOTCO G , so the gov<'.n'nment st:t"uck fast 

an d furiously tmder the l eaderch1:p of Obregon nnd Calles. By 

the latter :pal't of 1924, the PTesident t"eported that o.11 the 

sta tes but Morelos wore pc.c1f1ed . 4 

•callcott~ a··e1t~,, p:p.'31,~?;15~ 
Als o G?'uen g , op. olt.,, ff. 42, 44, 320, 322, 10'7. 
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Chapter IZ 

Plt1ta~co Elia s Calles . 

The tranam1asion of of:fioe \-Vhen General Obreg on finished . . 

his tel'm, .. and Calles took over the Presidenoy, did not take 

pl.aoe al.together poa.ce:full.y. Before and after t he elec t ions, 

uprisings took plaoe that weTe severely :repressed by the 
... . . 

Government . In 1928, while eleotionei3ring for Calles, Obt'egon 

was assassinated by a Catholic f'anatio . Calles was commander-• 

in-chief of the a:rmy under Ob1:egon, under wh <:>m ho s erved as 

Minister of Interior and head of the Cabinet. In accordance 

with the law he resigned hi s of f ice in 1923 on announcing his 

candidacy for the prosidency. In tho election he was faced 
l with no serious opposition and took off ice Dec ember l, 1,24. 

Calles carried on the revolutiona:ry p:r ogro.m of Obr egon. . . 
l!"'a ced by a defioi t of 47 , 000 , OOC pes os encl a badly d i s organized 

ti-easm.-y on account of the defalca tion of De l a Huerta , tha 

new President had no easy task. Li. tho;rough housecleaning, . . 

coupled with st~ict econonw and efficiency• produced s urprising 

:results. In nine months tho budget vJas lml anced, inte?" ast 

payments on the foreign debt had been resumed , and a new 

1 
- qal).oott, Q}>• cit., :P.P.• ·316-317 • 

. '.1. lso labre, Jm..r. cft • .,. :p. 349. 



nationnl. bnnk w1 th 7l c old :res o!'"Te o~ 68 ,000 , 000 pe:::os was 

establishcd. 2 

8'7 

The !:Tico:rnguan 1scue compl1cated ?!e:x1cnn-Amer1can 1·e• 

l at ions fo:r a shoTt time. The Mex!.ca.n Govm:.•nment suppo:rted 

the "Liber·a.1" Government of Sa.ca.an and the United States 

the °C oneervnt ive" Govel.*nment of Diaz, On January 10, 

President Coo11dl!e . 1n e. mes sage to Co,ngresa, chaTged that 

Mexico was shipping mun!.,cions to !Tica.ragua, He thereupon 

intervened, sent ma:r-ine's and sailm:.•s to 1r;ca?'agua , e:f±>"eot• 

ively rot1tod the Liberal foToes o:f Sacasa , and established 

Diaz :fi!'mly 1n tho preo1dent1el chair. !lmo:rioan public 

O}?inion, and e'.)o-d sense used 1Jy the l{exioa11 government 

prevented a conflict fl-om ar:ts:tng . 

P:roa1dent Coolidge sent AmbaseadO'r Dwight ]!~row to 

Uexico in 1'927, wheTe ho succoe<1ed in ~eatOTing an abtmd.aht 

rnea:::nrtc of e;ocd wi 11 'between tho estranged people and - - . 

governments . Re showed . a sympathetic understanding o.f 

Uexico ' s heavy problems , and he was reso,noeEYful 1n his manne~ 

o:f tm-ning public 01>lnion to f'lliendly BJ?preeiation . One of 

the spectaeula:r a.evioes thus promoted was the exchange o·f 
- . 

nonstop aerial f11ehts bet·ween the two eap!ta ls. 3 

··--· -------------·--·-- ----·-····· . - . 
2 ~:rnening. oi. · ott .. :P. • 1017 ~ 

.also ~all~o t, ~I?· . o1t •• P• 317 . 
3 Bem.1.s. OJ• oit., p. 561. 



Cha:pter X 

Lincenoiado Emilio Po~tes Gil? Pascual Ortiz 

Rubl.o, and Gene:ral Ab~t.ardo L. Rodriguez. 

88 

On September 1, 1928, General Calles drew up the bases 
. . 

of a new sJstem ?f' government, for the pttrpose of limiting 

dictatorial method.a and substituting a government by inSti

tutions, fo:r gov-el'mn,ent by men exclttsively. Political oon

trol and the dignity o:f Chie:f of the Revolution continued 

to be v~s!e~ __ 1n Gen~ra~- Oa_~les, with m?dif~ca tions o?naisting 

in a :presidential ~ystem and a State polit~cal party, whioh 

at the same time constitute limitations upon and amenclme-nts 

to the old procedu:re of thecn."etieal democracy and actual 

dictatorship. 1 

This a;ystem was oonaolidated dutng the provisional 

p:residenoy of Lineenoiado Emilio Poi-tes Gil, under whose 

government the agrarian policy of land distribution and 

stl'engthening of the peasant class was prosecuted with still 

greate?" intensity; an autonomous National un1vers1ty was 
. .. 

established; the National Revo.1ut1onal:¥ . Party was placed in 

active operat;on as~ State in~ti~ution; the ~eb!ll1on pr~

vok:ed by the eleet1oneer1ng problem was put down, and also 

the t"elits ious oonf'liot which seemed to have been settled by 

l Zabre, op. eit •• p. 351. 
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l . 

submission of the clergy to laws and regulations, and the 

· task of putting into legal form the social conquests of the 

Revolution, especially by drafts ot labor and agrarian laws 

and amendments to civil and criminal legislati n was con~ 

tinued. 

After Pascual Ortis Rubio was president, and on his 

resignation in September, 1933, General Abelardo L. Rodriguaz 

was appointed Provisional President; he persevered in revol

utionary policies and especially aimed at betterment ot the 

working classes by means of legisiation on minimum salaries. 

He was succeeded, on November 30, 1934, by General Lazaro 

Cardenas. 2 

~ •• p. 352. 



Chapter XI 

General Lazaro 08.l'denas 

(1934-1940) 
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The l)l'og?am of General Laza'l'o Cardenas' Gov~nment is 

marked by the framing . o:f a definite plan of polit1cal and 

a.dmintst?a.tive action. to be ca.rl'ied into ef:feet during the 

six yea:rs of the presidential term. The plan 1s quite 

similia?' to that of the "New Deal" pl"ogram of President 

Roosevelt . The Six Year Plan includes the whole of the 

tendencies previously adopted by fo'l'mer revolutionary .. . ~ 

gov~nun~_nJs, in an advanoed onward maroh. 1n a rad1oa.1 

di:reot ion. 1 

Revolutions al'e traditionally so popular in Mexico , 

that the party in power eont1nues to ea.11 itself the Rev

olutionary Party, although twenty-seven years have elapsed 

since this pai-ticular revolution was launched o:f which the 

present administration 1s the lineal descendant. Few 

countries 1n reoent years have had governmmts which mdo 

greater pl"otestationa as to so11c1 tude for workel's and 

fm:omers. 2 

'Many pe:rsons believe that ownersh1J.) of private pxoperty, 

1 za.bre ~ 012.• 61 ti. ~ J.). 353. 
Also _Abreau, ,;p. e1t. 

2 Il>id. 



91 

part1cttJ~lj ;and. has been abolished L~ Mexico. This is not 

the eas,e. Conditional ownership has merely been substituted 

for unrestrioted, pel'haps irresponsible ownership. While 

title tn land, water and subsoil resoUl'ces is declared vested 

in tho nta.te, exe lusi ve possession of lands and certain waters 

may be granted to private persons . }lot only axe s1.1.bsta.nt1al 

land holdings continued for existing owners as a matte!' of 

l aw 11ndel.' the Constitution o.f 1917, but individual dist'.t'lbution 

of cultivatable lands is required of such parcels as have been 

made available to the landless through the process of res-

ti tut ion ol' d0t at ion. Common ownership is in foTce only fol' 

oel'tain urbsn zones, pasture land and wood land and for 

necessary water rights.3 

1;eoo~ding to the Me:rican M1n1s~ry of FO?'eign Relations, 

4.400.000 acres were awar~ed to 119,~00 heads . of f amilies . -

fr om Febr1:1ar? to ~t:>vembe:r , 1n<llll.sive, of 1934. 

:PeY capita 1neom-e in Mateo was oa lenlated at $36,00 
.. ..... . ....,. . 

pot' annum ~ 1929. as c91l!lpa~ed with $651 . 00 1n the United 

States . Loenl and foreign obse~ve~s seem to shm-e the 

dpmlon that the a~icultttral WOl'kers and the inllabitants 

of the r'tt.ral villages have bettel'ed theil' condition during 

the admin1.etration of Cardenas . Mexico did not feel the 

3 Beteta., op. cit ... P• 58. 
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impact of th.e depression as acutely as wa s the case in in

dustl' ial oount?."iez, but it was suffioiently affected to 

!equ~tte _ suspended jttdgm,ent in _ rega.r~ to the soo1a1 valtte of 

1 te labor and agr1cultu:ral programs. 4 

Commendable effo'l"te are being made to ert·end il'rigation. 

Since Ur26, wa.te~ wa~ :fm-nished to 757,500 aer&s. Fol' 1935 

app:roxlma.tely-· $2,.775,006 was a.pprepr1atel :for this pu~pose. 

As to Ed11Cation we g o to the Conetitutian for its 

definition: nEduoation imparted by the State shall be 
-

socialist, and in addition, shall exc lU.de every l'eligious . . 
doctrine, shall combat fantiaism and :prejudice, and to this 

end the school will organize its teaching and activities so 

as to :permit the creation in the young of a rationa; and 

exact conoeption of the universe and of social life.u The-re 

is no taw in Mexico p?'ohibiti.ng pa1:--ents to ·teach their ohild

l'en anythlng the)' ptease ! pro,vided they do not use the 

schools fol' that p'al'pose. 5 The Conat1tutlmt \'las ammende·d in 

1934 deolaril1g: *That th.e Govennnent had the exolu:sive right 

to direct both pr1mar1 and seoondal'"y edueat 1oti and that :pri'vate 

schools could be establisbea only i f they at,eepted the ideas, 
--· .... . 

tb.e tat-books and the non-~eligiou.s attltud.e of the Gove1:'n-
. ' 

~nt. It was thought that the merely negative p~inciple so 

4 Bete~a. op. oit., p. 58 

6 Ibid, P• 76. 
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principle so :fa:r established was not enough. The Church had 

a certain philosophy o:f 11:fe!t well defined economic ideas 

and well-known methods. The Government should. likewise, 

establish and teach its ideals, p!'each and defend the eeonomie 

ideas of the Revolution and forbid the breeding of a class of 

enemies whose continuous efforts f:rom the time of the In

dependenee had been directed towards the getting of the con

trol of the government, in order to fostel' their own privileges. 

This reform is know in Mexico as the establishment of 11social

istic" education. 6 

More than 74% of the Kexioans were illiterate in 1900. 

The Revolution. in spite of the many economic difficulties 

it ha.s enconntered and the opposition of the Catholic church, 

had in 1'25 reduced that figure t? 59% for _ the total . 'POI>

ulation and to 4'7% for the age-g?"oup ten to foUl"teen. The 
. -

ttexioan-S1x-Year Plan :provides that no less than 161'& of the 

total annual budget of the Federal Govel"nment be devoted to 

eduoation. The Plan calls for a continuous inorease of the 

educational budget until by 1CJ39 it amo,mts to 20% of the 

total annual Federa l budget. 7 

Ft-om the standpoint of foTeign re l a t ions !t the Mexican 

Govet"nment 1n 1936 voted for the economic sanction during the 

conflict between Italy and Ethiopia. Through the Internat iona l 

6 Emilio Portes Gil, ~e Conflict Between the Civil Power and 
the 01.et'~t· · ( Pl"ess of' · the Jlliilstry of Fo're!gn al':ralrs, 
Jlexloo O ~Y, 1935) PP• 100-112. 

7 Beteta, op. oit., p. 170. 



bounda?y Commission,. the Min!Stl'y of Foreign Af:fait's has 

aontinued to cooperate with the Minlatry o:f Communications 

and Public Works in work for :rectification of the Channel 

of the Rio Grande, and also for defense works along the lower 

eou:rse of this same ri var. 

The General Claims Commission, Mexico and the United 
. . 

States of Anerica, has been funotioning under the Protocol of . . 

A:p:ril 24, 1934. Dlll'ing the pexiod. oovet'ed (1936) 210 Mexican 

claims _a gainst the un;t?d Stat!s• aggregating two h1ll:ldred and 

fifty-one million pesos. and 1.149 amerioan claims totalling 

four hundred and forty mil lion pesos. have go·ne .. through the 

various stages of procedure. During 19'36 ?lexico was t''ep1:esent

ed at severa l Congresses and Coztferenees, among which were:

Labor Con.:fel.'ence inaugllrated a.t San:ti.a.go. Chile, December 30, 

1.935; the Pan American __ Cottfe~enoe of Realth Dt:reotot's! held 

at Washb1gten; the Assoeia t ion o:f Amerioan L1bra:r:lane, held 

1n Virginia: the International Labor Con:fer-enee held at Geneva, 

June 1936; and the Universal Risto,:ioat and Ge,ographic:at 

Congi-ess, held at Buen_os Aires. 

20;000 r1:fles and 20.000.~o rounds of ammunition were 

sold to the Spantsh Govet<nment, through their Ambassador. 

H. E. Fel.ix Gordon Ordaz. 8 



Mexieo•s gl:'eatest triumph from a Foreign Relations . 
standpoint came December 13, 1936 a s brought out 1n the 

Roosevelt Buenos Aires Peace Conference. The non-in.tel'-

vent ion doot'rine embodied in an international commitment 
.~. . 

binding all the American ::ce:publfcs tm.1mimously appl"oved 
- . 

by the Roosevelt Bue:nos Ai:re s :Peace Conference , or owned 

11,exi,eo 's effo?'ts 0:f ~ years. 

Jlex:ico sponsored this doctrine at the Havana Conf'erence , 

1n 1928, where it was defeated by the joint attack of Victor 

Mau.rtua, Peruvian delegato, and Charles E. Hughes, United 

States delegate. Again in the llontevideo Conference, in 

1934, Mexico championed it. Then the United States dele-. 
gation , headed by Cordell Hull , was agreeable to the :Mexican 

Teaolut ion yet could not comm1 t the United Stat es. 

The first definite tr11.1IDJ;)h Mexico won came when Pl'esident 

Roosevelt. zh0Ttl7 after Mexico's ef for ~s at 11:ontevid.eo, made 

a momentous declaration at the rV ilson Fo"Qndation Dinner in 

Washington. December 28, 19-34, that it was his policy as 

President not to intervene in the inte?'nal aff a irs o'f foreign 

n ations .. 9 

In tha t e1>och-maktng speech . fol." which Salomon de la Selva 

- -----------
9 :Mexican News Letter (December us. 1936) 



of the Oent:ro de Rstudios of Panama awarded President ] oose

velt the 1935 :pl"i.21,e fo-r the greatest oontribution to bette:r 

:r·elation:s between the Amerioa.n nat ions, the United State-s 

Chief Executive eaid: 

It lms bl:S:e.m$:d olea"r to me as l?~-esident tha t the tJJne 
has eom.e to eompleinent and to implement the deeluation 
of Pt'esident W11Jim ttMt the unlted States will neve:r · 
again seek one additional :foot of te.rrito:ry by conquest. 
and tha t mateTial interests must never be made superior 
to human libe:rty) by the fttrther declaration that the 
def ini t-e po.licy of the United States from now on is one 
op:posed to armed intervent ion. 10 

Throughout the period of intensest United States 1nte?'

fet'ence- in Latin Amol'ioan countries, which reached a climax 

during Philander c. Knox's tenu:re of the State Department in . . 
1909, with the intervention in :tlioaragu.a. and which culmin

ated with the wa:r the United States waged against Genera l 

Sandino also in Niea.ragua fl'om 1927 to 19-33. thel'e g'l'ew in 

Latin Amel"!oa a stl'ong anti-United Sta.tea feeling voiced by 

:practica lly every deaent oitiien of these oount~ies. These 

men were usuall,y_ dubb-ed by the im}'>el'ia.l;st press of North 

America a s "professioaa l Ant1-Am:e:r:1aans. ~ In his Wilson 

Ftmndation ~pe.<,eh President Roosevelt :paid his respeots to 

these patrtots: 

I do not hesitate to say . that ha d I been engaged in 
a pollt·lttnl Q.ampai.gn as a oi t !su of som~ other Ame1:1oan. 
repub1·1c I might have been st.rongly tempted to :play upon 

10 Ibid. -
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the :fears of my compatriots of that republic by chm<ging 
the Un.itod States of n orth Ame:r iea with some s ott of 
imperialistic desire for selfish aggrandisement . 

Accused of having Wl'i tten the Hai tia.n Constitution while 
.. .. 

he was Under .. seereta:t•y o:f the Navy i.n the Wilson cabinet, 
- - .. - - .. -- -• .. . - .., - . 

Franklin D. R·oosevelt, With that spiritual t:ra.ns:f~mation 

whieh now makes him a beloved and ti-ustsd continenta l' figU're , 

knew b·ettel' in 1954 what his feelings would ha'Ve been as a 

citizen of those republics s o long and cruelly harried and 

injured du:ring the p:ro-slave'l'y g'l."owth of the Unit·ed States - ...• . . 
about the middle of the pa.st eentut'y, and :from 1909 to 1933 

11 1n the present century. 

As a o.it~t~ o:f s·Olll& other l"e.pttbl1~. l?reaid&'nt 
Roosevelt -sail~ x_· m1f.ht ha. ve fou:ul !t difficult t .o be·-
11eve fully in thee a tt'uism of the rlahest Ame~lea.n :J!e
:publio. In particulal', I l'l!ght ha ve fo-\Uld it hari to 
approv~ o:f the occupation o:f the ter:r!tory of othe~ 
republics, even as a temporal"y mea.m.1xe. 

His great enunciation l'epudiating armed intervention, . . 

a lready quoted, followed. It must be bm:'n in mind. that he 

was supposed to be eulogizing Woo.d:row Wilson. He could 

h~:rdly have used stronge:r terms~ in. xepudiating the !f:n()X 

doctrine whieh Wilson also followed• when he said : 

The maintenance of constitutional g overtunent in · · 
other nations is not ·a sae~ed obliga.tlon devolving upon 
the Un:tte:d States alone. The maintenance of law and. 
the orde?'ly process o:f gov~nment in thie hemisphet'e 

ll Ibid. -



iEr the eoncel.'n of ea.eh individua l n atlonal within its 
own bol.'dors ' firat of all . 

It 1s mily if and when the f a.11ttt'e o:f o-rde:rl.y p:e
ce.s'Ses af:fe-0ts t he othe:r na tions of the continent that 
it b·ecomee their oonee-rn; and t he :po!Jlt to at~ess is 
that in sueh event it 'bee-omes the joint eQtiaetn o:f a 
whole continent 111 whieh w-e are all neighbors~ 

Still , that sta tement fell a little short of what 

Mexico was st't'iving foi-. "Armed" intervention a lone was 

:repudiated. Manipulation of Cuban politics at the time of 

tha:t statement and later-the :role of sel:f•appointed u111:edia

to.rs11 between Cuban f actions played by Ambassadors Sumnet< 

Wells and ei'effel"son 0~:f:fatty made it evident to Latin Ame:ri

can o:pinion. 

Eventually Rooseyelt would denomce this · other s~ of 

int ervention also, which he did on various occasions. espec

ially 1111~5, l"efusing the many ~eqttests made by the Xnights 

of Columbus , a Roman Catholic aasooia.tion w!th million of 

members in the United States. to interpo.se his •good offf.cestt 
- ' -

in Me;_~oo ~ b~~;!. o:t alleged governmental uantt.-cat:hoilo ... 

ismu here ln Mext:co . 1.2 

Thei-& ia no doubt that the Un1tec1 Stat.es delegation, 

which at ttontev!deo s~thised with bnt would n.ot commit 

their counuy to the outt~1e1ng of intel'vention of all kinda, 

was sent to Buenos Aires inst·r-11.cte:d to uphold Mex1oo 's long 

12 Ibid. -



defended contention. By this token it~ s been made mani-

fe st that the United States and Mexico ha.ve cemm ted as 

never before a mutual friendliness insuring the closest 

cooperation for maintaining peace.13 

SUMMARY 

The Mexican revolution which began in 1910 may be 

divided into t wo periods--th&t between 1910 and 1920, 

and that between 1920 e nd the pre s ent. The period between 

1 9l0 and 1920 we.s characterized by popular revolutlon. The 

movements headed by Madero, Zapata, Carranza, and Obregon 

were essentially popular upr -isings against military tyranny 

and feudal ar i stocracy, with_ A program at fi rst shadowy but 

constantly growing more definite--a program that gradually 

laid more and more emphas is upon a change in t ·he po s ition of 

99 

the large mass of the common people -0f Mexico. Sine e 1920 

all or the revolutions have been seesntially military r ebell-

ions against the continuance in power or those groups t n e t 

had fought the earlier revolutions of 1910 and 1920, and had 

for their objectives the modification of the agrarian and 

13 Ibid. -
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industrial features embodied in the Constitution of 1917. 

The upheava ls from 1910 to 1920, ws~e :lemocratic and pop-· 

ula:r. Those between 1920 and 1934 were military and 

reactionary. 

This revolution. reaching over a pel"iod of 24 yea.rs, 

that has su;rg-ed over Mexico like a turbulent sea , seem1ngly 

planless and without any idealogical formulat ion , has thus 

finally e~;s,sta l11ze~ into a constitutiona l or der, the 

ap:pl1cat1on and enfm:cement of which 1s the :p:resent source 

of r-!exioo •a exte~nal and 1nternal dl:ff'loulties. 
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