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e 

etlllle near 

Pretace 

a url question arou e ec.tional 

rupt between t e a\atee. 

a:til'"ll.Cl'•Ie 1fl11.0A 

. 1820 

to 1835 he bitter teel1J re cbed it peak 1n t 

r aol.1 ;t.1o.n • the r, question over ha owe4 all oth r 

1onal questlo ·1th te•lt tt o c te:re4 

on \ch alaTe q e tion. 1t tur t viol at preJ 

410 shoul olor c un o · e ly wr1 on the xas 

q estio. .• 

e oolon!utlo ot :m ega,n. 1A · ll 

de en enc was a hiend in 1836. '?h t 1 · r1o4 ot Tltxu 

stor1 14. w1 h the t 1tter per.iod. ct the bolltioa-

. oli t1on1 t •!ewe events 1 Texas as 

e result ot co p1rac7 be r~ ot th lav at t 

tor 1a wh t t had lot in th a of 1820. 

ot t1l. recent y th . historians 11 • B.C. rke-r,, 

.P. ls.on., J .B.s th. J.H.L tell•• others g to 

que tion th tradlt.lonal new !ch had been 4•• loped by 

t.be nte p .r1o4 to explatn ·ne ti'f'e.s ror :en i'f' 

nt 1n te s ot the el Yer,- cont:rover ;y. e e en have 

c t !nt rpro\ the col.onl t.1on ot 'l'ezas as a "tt.trs.l 

4 nt.; the revol t1on as th . 1neY1 t• 

a 1 result ot th racial 1nh rit ces or onfllot1 

c1Y1llz. tions; 

tr oh ice ot th 

th annex tion of · xas 

ex . peopl to b eo 

t elr tiTe ountry. 

part ot 



• iter is tef'ul tor th an& sa1sta.no 

ven 1 the prep at1on of '111 r, port by nr • .B. Re -,1. 

Dz. t eltltH" He wish s also • to exp.res b1 

appreciation to th 11 ra1:1 etatt ot Okl~~~ 

cultural o chanical College• the Oklah _ Ciq, Carne 

Librar7., an-4 ft State lJ.b1'&r7 Comm1as1on 1n th C p1tol 

uilding at Okl City_. 

B. • • 
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ri1 

trod.:uo 1 n 

acq extcan c 1oD l"6 pene:d th• 

' ..- rr q d a n pha ot th at 

ectione.1 d te lch h atened, it it 41 not make 1n

'f'1t le. th 01v1l , ar. 1:h tre.diti el vie s.riai 

tro th a count co.lore by viol.ent reJ d1oN ot co -

t anti• very agitators c to hold at th 

nnexation ot e s er th nco 

a co . 1racy ot alave-holder to cquir ~bigger p s for 

Jl1ggere. Every one 1 · t miliar with the views o tteot-

1..-ely e reaae l the Bl Paper by 1. s s ell Low

ell .. 

In the arly p rt ot e r with oo. abo111don-

let 4 other anti-slavery vocate bitter cous -

t!o • t the eoloni,atioa. r volut.iou., alltlention of 

exa dlabo1ie oon 1r cy on t r~ ot l vo-

oracy to cquire mor tenit.o 1' t or ·lavery , d nt 1 . 

supY 

BeaJ 

tlonal council. 

n Lund.y ish d in 1636• at the clo e ot 

th m revolution. a p hl t ent:t let 

et · CiN • 
at-

tio to x.a c e lo on t el ot th 

saour1 i and the 1"1r t point 1 Lundy' s ar nt 

t 1 s romoted by g ressiv 



v111 

elaTO 07 which ao t to competusa fc,r th loss ot the 

wide r p t ot the 111.aiaaa purch se ich lay orth 

ot h llne thirty- 1x 4egree t lrty mi ute orth l ti

leh l • ry was exclude 

Lwuiy turni abed a t-&riel for J. • 

speech•s and drew au-ihor1 ty tro th 1n turn o ball 't 

hi own ro uotio11S; and h1stor18Jla tor halt a cent 

re ted co: "'l c ntly on both. w1 no canton bl prick• 

1 _ ot the inq 1tlve, ritical 1ns in.et Which t y plied 

to the ysis ot other e-ouro a end other subJeete. 

It is the o e ot this net e facts 

nc rn ng th colon1z. ti n,,. re ol t, d 8JU1exat1on or 
en 1th view ot ase-ertaini to at extent alaTery 

wa otiYe. 

.~ 



t 11 ~ w1 th. t e t 

lo er sp1 1t ha 

that the w stwai-d 

un11.1e ta tor 1n 

e 1 tory or the Un.1 t~ut Stat • It . $ e 

OT nt or ion~ 

t.o the t · tio se •board. 

t a't brough th 

s t . • t1e.nt-1 

c kin poll tto l 1 econo o or r 11g1o · free OJ11. The 

e ol.4. 91>. r1 l ct th westwar tb.ro gh the ttnta1 4 

down t e br che or he 1 sis l-pp1 river. S~eadUy en 

co.nsta tly the f1'°0nti r oTed westward. 

Fro 1607 to 119 the ert tm trontt ·~ d V$ from 

the Atl ti s a•bo a to th Sabine. 1"l!'e ty r arts 

1 1'183 h d gt en r!cens a nerou a,..- a o~ 

qu rt r o a lJ.ton square l t:ro:in. t 

tl tie to . e ssie 1pn! d tro t Gr Lake 

e to the irty-flr p lei. In l 3 1 

o bled th Lolli tan.a pure .. lSlo-1813 e 

oe :pt nll or et lorida. Th tre ty th Sp in 1n l . 9 

fix d the est rn bound ry at th c:Jabin r!T r . By th t 

t tront1 r had re oh d th boundary and t e e tern ve

nt s 1 demed be . 

us yon t e intern · tional bound 

e4 lan d rib d by a or Benton 

lay tb. unoce 1 
l 

• 
" 

7 

st el1e1ous country; t, rt11e. bountitul prairies 
1th grass and flo -era; Y. at e 4o s 8.114 o t 4...., 
hemp ign country, dry. pur • el s:tic ir, 

L •• c. k r, Mexico and exaa. p . 16. 



sprt s ot .&et aters; cle r and repid st:r ; no 
s ; abund no o~ bu:t'talo,, ees, d eer. Such are 
the exola t!ons - cb the test1 o y - ot th 01Jq>an!o 
or .La Salle in l6S5 - suoh th early preten 1011 or 'l'eua 
to thee cter of salubrity as w ll &$ of beauty 4 
tertiltty. 1eh the lapse ot a oentury and a h~lt has 
con.ti e4 d stablish a. . Texas .. in t et 'the north ·cf 
It. y ,,t ·the •aouth of :ranee. 1 ot Torth .Aaerto • and made 

o l>y th eeuses which _ke northern Italy and outh• 
ern ranee the paradise of Europe • the proximity ot 
ounte.ins coTered •1th Sllo; leTate stU."f c•si clear hons; 

du 1 terape~sion or 1lls and lle7s, or woocnani .and 
pr 1r1e; end oomplete penne s to e ree$ption of thee a 
breeze. The nowy o-u.nt 1 e lie in the north1Jeet; t • 
ills of S ba tr ireJ:"se the len h or xas p e:.llel 

to he course of' ed 1 Ye~ • •. an4 this sn.owoeppe4 
untain and extended r1 e of hills, proachi ne er 

to t e ee than any other high l ni 1n our part. ot 
orth erica. ! th complete ex tion trom SYfenlp • 
ve tb this ~avored ~g1oa th t pe ul1ar eiasticitT ot 

atmo phere and salubrity ot cl! t which wa rear e 
y the first ex.,1oi-er,. nd ls exp rlenee4 y th l.at a~ 
ettl r • 

In 1819 th e~iean pion ar a at the door ot this 

Yer! e'ble aradise. hind hi tbe hab ·t. o oentur1e 

old, of 

lain th·e t1Te for the ettl e t ot Texas . Yet two other 

t ctors eo t 1buted po ertul 1q>ulse; th te ot 1819 

the l d Sf of the Unit a Stats. 

T.he con ~ conditions resulting from th 'panic of' lSl 

are ill tr ted 1 _ lettel" or o e sti to his n o 
a 

.... ~•~..,,.... school n r Len , ton, nt cley. In A et• 1819, 

ope o 

2, 1820, _ 

. tb.-ng c n e.qu th gen ral . etr s tor 

you some next 11, I ennnot th! . w On bru ry 

eat th boy t enty doll r - nxt. th best n . 

ottly ne o to · e he.din this country .. 



wrot l "I te o ot 

T a s ee I orry I eoul no't end you bet ·~ 

t r 1s oney t St-ate Btmk • muu1.s .and s at 
f 

Xe t cky, 

On eb ry 

d iSSQVi b nk bill to b ha i this O.OllJltry • 

; "I s i hope I eou.l~ 

ea you fi tT doll.an. b t I c uld ot obt 111 

expsotea. Inclosed I sen yo five dollar .Na rtlle ney •. 

• You t try to get he i shville or 

get so e p~rson 1n Lexing ou o oner 1 t to Tille an 

nd b k nt~ mone .. '1.here ie no o-th 

e eff'cct oj7 the pnnic p ss d slow1y in th · · st. 

l.etter to Stephen •· stin · t th end ot 1624 ill tra e · 

I c o nothing ore than li v. • It tl1e:tt' i th,e 
le et, ppe ce f' my a ng one • dire:etly there i 

Exocut on and Dieconeirt all p·lans, o that I have 
Int1:rely quJ.t Trying fer. anyt,hing more than to ke wh t 

e c oomfortablf' live, on . • • • boy ar .. got to be 
able to Do bu ines 1 the r own ~ ; So t · the 

anno ta~ ve thing a they he done before. 

In th f e ot sue rv1 a ti es the p ople .naturally 

be ieve that th~ gove . 1ve lief,' t sueh 

e poli y of i.L 

rie of publi land 

mini of t ',o dollar 

ver n.,t . ro 1800 to 1820 the 

fix.ea by aet, of co:ngre s t the 

eo~e ay ble in four int 11 ent. 

· a.et of 1 0 d ced h · pr ... c to a dollar d twentytive 

oents n er but rfiquired th ole . unt in cash -

p..ro i lo Y hioh put rover ent land beyond the reach o! all 
4 

except. the e.al thy 

5 . Ibid,. ., 915 .. 

• B x-ker • .mt. et 't .,. , p. 18. 





lo tor ·. grat1on · ent . 1· 

ents onl obt . exclusi• coll' n.ct to,: t · ix 

;y,een to ettl.e st1pul d 

Thee o t~ t . tween th tw len poitc:1e explains 

' the l.etter o"f Jon Hflff1son to tin .m . e. 

t1n · e nan on o 1m.o . 

that t h · -,,r t f ta t. t c w.4 b tall Tex, 

nit s t to . cqu12"'e the territoi-J «Ad 1ntroa" 1u· l.ad 

t A. letter t E 

ort ' ·but 
w tear 

er exo t, 
Govt. 

SJll\ -t ·· *• 



4 . of eztendl 1.ts s.lr.ea47 unwiel 4Y t 
ft'1to:ey o'l 1t.a r1en en eigb.bor and 

l1e. 

saent14ll ~he 

let e .. to usqulz 

8%pl"eS

eh1e.f at s 

th it d s 

couspuaey to cure more 

s; !'tlrthe or the tacts 

t but s 

icat. . 

ot t.he e . ly colonist of exas., 

1rlt ot t p1on • 

be.en b. d down 

thro tiv ince l 

us in. hi t ·o sen • l rt th sou · ot 

e'O' t rel! ou.s fre.o4 in Ji• 

§ .. ·1,, ;.,. p • 3 6 

and , 

6 



see tin, the tather ct S ephc • Anst.ui, tolloWing 
I 

the ur e t>t t pioneer splr.it, . o-red from c !' ven to 

h1ledelph1a, from hll elphi to Ric ond, 
10 

tl'!Ond to 1 o i. 

d fr 

ny of the other eal"lf colonists tQ '!'e-xs • 11 usti11, 

C to exa fro a sle estate but h d lgrated originally 

ere ls no precise int t1on veil bl.e 

to ho en the three hundl:.-cd tenille:; ot us in• fir t 

t bulation o~ 902 applic nt tram 

l'll.l.y 1e2s to Z:uly 1831, the r eor s ot tho gener l 1an ottio u . 
of exns .. 1v~s t. tollo _. 

Louisiana·-·--- ac1 
Alabama---- ll 

kansas ------· 90 
!enne see ---- 89 
tis sour1 ------ 112 

3 is p1 --- 56 

., 
• 

Now Yor:c --- 5-S ntucky ......,...,,_ __ Z7 
Ohio------- 28 
Pannsylvani - 14 
Ceorgiu ~------ 14 
Virgin! --- 13 

It will be een t t the lave st t 

l ad 1ll this ta lat- n, b t these 'f'ig e · oertoinJ.y emu not 

bo nte _ reted ti shol ~e a conSl)irc.cy to secwr ffexas a 

lave stot • They o sho clearl th t the atatao e.t the top 

of tne 11st are atate·s Whos ;proximity to Tex s .d it poa • 

11 ~or man of oma.11 eans. l t 

ot tne Jae son-de ocr t tYPe, to gl'at fro t to 'Pex • 

It 11 ao b een tha~ 

bove Virginia and Georgia . 

York is above Kentucky and ,O.hJ.o 

16 .. E.C. arker, !he t!te ot Stephen ~· Aus.t1n 1 .. 5. 

11,~ .2t_ Oener Land <gr:r10-e o.t Tes •. 5 



443 

the 

~ro 

a 

An off!ci~l e s o the col :ny t, en int at ll of 

_n • rch l · om 

re sl Y·e~ . El en fe.nilte 0 d !71 ot h se While 

ma1n.1 .... 172 te r Ui .1th 
12 

one t eig t 1 t ,J.r.dly. 

Collo i ~ extract r~o a 1 tt r ritten by G n rel 

ree.iden V1ctori g1 ves t e v1 s of' on . of .. ex1c 1 s 
13 

t ctriot e end o ttl?'ed u lie £n: 

The •)Jortty of. tho ~orth Americans est blizh d here 
under the Spanish ·ver=ont - nd these ~'.t'e f e ot 
t cl a. e . !1~ct, those ·ho re tueit1ve from our 
·e1 bor republ ic an bear the ietaksble e ks of 
tic~ sand cx1~1nnls; these er, locet d bet ~en aeo 

do he ru:td t c b1ne, :ready to cross nd rocro e this 
ri ve.t." the.," s..,e h . nece3s1 ty- 'f epe.re 1 ,,, the!ll.selve 

rom t e eountrJ " \Vb!eh t ey vo just c.o .. tted some 
er .L .e; ho\'JOV«,r, so:rie of t ese h , ve ref om d end settl 
do•m o an ind · trious l1f'e in t .i. v n , country .. The 
ot:1cr c , en of new r•ettlers al"o :poor laborer who l ek the 
tour or r thous. d dollalre neo-esnar;r to buy a s1 to ~ 
1 a tile north but h ving the ru:ib1t1cn to beeo 1en4 
h.ol -ro - one of · t1e strong v rtucs of ur .ne!ghborn ... 
h e co e to Texes . Ot such a this letter el ss i 

1.1stin 's colon.. c, :· .. ,osed. Th y ere for t_e "lO t 'D t i 
dustrious e11"1 ho.nest; and appreciate th1s co1m:try . .. t 
o'f t~Aen otm e.t lt,a, o e or t o sle.vc • Un.fortunatel..7 th · 
v.1.G' tion ot such 1 de under ei:ffiou.l ti s, ee ua 
they lack tl' 2 m,., ·.n .. of r n ortation, :i.nd to eoompl.1 
th-t.n e.i,~ ._r,.,. l,lon 1 t he.s beeome necessary to do what was 1t0t 
ne~~~s y t 1 la ely; ther, arc o re 1oo of cal.th 
he vanee tnem vh eans tort eir tra ortat!on n 

e. tabll shr.1 n t • 
The ealthy American of I .. ouisiane and other weste 

ta.tea re nnxio1• to eecuxc l.en,1 in Texa t'or sp cnlatiqn. 
t ey · · restra.1 ed by law roh1 bi t1J2g al. er1. I~ 

t11.e~e l~ s soul be r peeled - h1ch Go ro~bid - 1n 
f y ars Texas would ea. powertul state which coul 

et.e i pro uc io 1;1nd eal th 1th Lou! 1en • 

12. ibid. 

13 .. Alleine 



ustin, hims lt • v a tb.e o\ ner of but a a· n. l slav ,. 

an old crop d man he described her. end on s 0ral 

oe.casiono he ~ress d hi C'el 
14 

J b -in~ de ·e ·o he prin-

ci~le of slavery. 

Garrison g ves ~-he t'o11 -- a 11 or 
. l 

prominent in the a tairn o~ kox s. 

D v d G. Dur et. Frovls onal. resld~. 1836. 

immi rant 

9 

Timothy 1lsbury and vid s. Kaut~ •fr .. nlted ut tes 
co es . n fro Tex s. 
· . T. ,b.&el r, one of t.e fir t judges of ... eL."'iS ... ~u re e 
Court . 
AshbeJ..:. th, minist r to u. 
.... • Pe c, at one ti e overAo o: t,., c ir~ate. 

Sl ves re bought tt r 

inde e e _oe and a ter uunexatlon. "o t t ru jo :t t• cf 1 

gr nts were otill non-slavehold rs, t· ..... Dl V'-., a on ti tut• 

only 27~ oft e to al popu+&tion or i ax s n S50 
lS 

u nly 

50 in 1860 .. 

Jori ty ot tho 1 • gl"ant to "'e.xas • then, e ot 

1 ve?'lol era. It a t he lure of oh e 1 .nd that bro t • t 

t hese en to Texas.. The usti papers give 'tanY l tter 

trom pro ect1ve immigran · leh c t e character of the 

early settlers. y of these let ers indic te t nat the 

tir t ru hot immigrants a usually th little or no kno • 

le e ot conditions in .exas. They ere en ho h very .. 

t.hin tc gain and nothing to lose. But such snot the 

14. See Ietter tro ustfn to Dur t quoted below. 

15. o.P. Garr1 on. ' stward 

16. c~s. Boucher, 

!,P&nsion., p .. 84 .. 

gressive Slavocraey. 
alle7 Histori al evlew. 
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· sea Autin•• p 

Amer1oari colo . c;r 1 · 

t tc •st bllsh the tiret Aagl.o. 

-', V,111.GJi:J 'If a gre ~e l>7 Spam 8.\l"t .or1 • 

The 1 • ot th• Ind!ea reeop.lzed sl.avery ancl tlle •.u Je.et 

414 ot an 1n connection w1 th h1 petition.. 

In at, 1883.t Ste hen • Austin. a ·ur 4 p· rm! 1.011 

o car.,.,· out h i father-•• aoatraot.. This pe wa 

gran e4 tin then p:r, santed lan tor 41 tributing 

lan. to coloxiist 1n p oportio to th~ sJ.u ot the tmul.-y 

d tit aeres for eaeh a.la••-. · e g il'&rnor a:pp.Jro~d ot 

ls pltlll and later Au tin 1ncr ase th! uat of land. to'r 
18 

&ab slav to e1ght7 acre. 

Before· mst1n co 14 r1ng in aay ooloniste under ·tb1 

eoatr et, tll ex.leans hacl gaill the in. penden t1:0 

Spain and st-i tel~ lt necessary to go to ..x:100 Clt to 

haTe tl1 gr t ettlrm d bf the ew goTernment. 

other ipplionn.u bes!egtn.g the go ermnent tor oolon!ze:tio 

ooatraet bl Texe. a.n4 t xlcan ee:ngres• consl4er11\S 
19 

t1on l ~olon1zet.1on olitty. 

the lntluence oft, l1bel"al1 ht hJ d been 

th WOl"l eTe.r .slnee t.he :.Freaeb: ReTolut1ou. .. 

sue eed 1 thi-owi . oft th 1oke ot Sp in an the w· tell 

"10r , Li ert:,,. Equal.1 t.y * ud tern! t.y w re 1n . he . nda 

]8,. ifiiie Auatlll Papere. t, . p. 40f.;::4J: • 

19 . lbi,l• I. P• 4:-505 .. 

11 



ot th · e bere of the new eongi-eu . ettztheless they . ere 

also muoh 1ntlu-enc by the su~cess of the gove en.t of the 

Unite Ste:te and ere solle-1 tous ot securing imndgration to 

develop the· va t pl ins o1: .. e:i:a ,. x:pedieaoy ~1ump e4 tor 

t1 e oYer 14eal1 · and a me.jor1 ty report returned. blll 

flh1ch WOlUd allQ settl-era to briq 1 sl · .. s but Children 

born to lav s in the ·empire ·ai-ter t.he publication o~ th uw 
should be h-e at the age of tourtee.n. A mtn.or!t b1U at 'the . . ao 

tim . declared . ®CO iaomisingly against sl Yery • 

Atter e than a nth of wrangll~ on t e-ae bills the 

eror forcibly 41s 1ss d congress and invested fort ttve 

p1ek d t\ep ti s i~h the lesi latiYe power. 'fbes , .(leput1e 

·the revived ·en ;passed.th . original oolonization bill. 
2l 

Arttel 00 ot th1 · bill t t.ed t-h slavery prortsio • 

After publication of this la: the.re can b no se.le 
or pure se ot slaves that may be introduced into the 

pire. Th oh1liren or slaYes born 1n the pire shall 
be tree t rourteen years of eg. 

Austin• urlunoe in th passage ot th1s la can be 

s~en 1n one ot · ~stin I letters to lose F 11.x Treepe.lac1ou.a. 
22 

governor or Texasl 

1 am certain that it I had. not remained at the 
c p1tal to agit.ate this subJ ot and to impor'tune con
tinually the 111embe!"a of the Juata, and particular,ty 
the bars ot the -ooloa!zatlon committee, the la:w 
would neTer haTe been i,asse4.. .. .• • 1th th gl"ea\est 
~ttor-t I sue. eede4 in obta1n1ng «rtiole co eern!ng 
al Yes, and al\ho it la very ditte.rent tto what 

!ti . iiaiker~ !E.• o1t. P• ii . 

21. Ii .. P . B . OentmeJ.,. The~ .2,t -exas 1828- 190 1 ,• l., P• 30. 



I w1ehe4. 1.t ·1 · better th n. nothi . .. • Thie article 
pas 84 wt th uc d1tt1oul ty. ever 'W-Oul nn article 
ha'Ye been passed by the C.ongl"es$ pe.mi ttdµ.g el.s.'t'ery 1n 
the empire tor a ll!lDll18nt in an7 form Whe.t.«$Vi9r, Att0r ·tn. 
dissolution o~ COJl6%"••• I . telkec!l to ch ind1 v14ual 

ember of the J'."Qllta ot tbe necessl ty that enned tu 

13 

Te:xa • s tender , and all the ether unpopula\ed pro es. 
to? 'IUle new olonista to bring their sl ve ; end !n 
th! ay I proeUl"ed the ar~iole. · 

In.turbld-e~ the emperor, signed the 1 w · · .Tanuery • 

1S23 . _ t. the overthrow or the go-veJl'mllent by s ta Anna led 

to the est b11shment of a r ublte n the suspension or all. 

laws :pe.· secl during tJ;ie :r ie;n ot Intu.roide . 

on Jul.T 151 1824 the Republicen co rees· pa sect law 

1eh pl"'Oduced wave of \lllee iuess amo th eolonists4 

The followine i a transl ion ot the first t · of e tour 
25 

articles of he law: 

1 . Comttterc and tra:t'tie in slaves., proceeding h 
eny country .aad llUder en:r flag atsoevet, 1 for ver 
_. robi ited in the territory of th Ullited mean Stat.ea. 

2. Slevee that ge introduced contrary to th tenor 
ot tne ·above ar'ticle are t~ee 1n Virtue of the r act 
ot treacll xtcan territory. , 

ll. ght the o c&re ot sla•es and tbo.se who e11e'1'ed 

th t el&Ye labor a neo:eas~ for the de,-elopment of '.fi9DS 

be uneasy abo t this l.w. At tirst thougbt 1t se _ 4 to 

abollsh sl ve1rf in 'lexa:s co:mpletel7. But ustin e -

wh t reQ.fiiH ........ e by Juan · tonf.o Pedll , the aecretS17 ot 

t. te. at ~tillo. who av th-e ·oplu.icn · t it could be 

re aonably 1.nter;pr ted only aa probibi ting the l Y trade. 

ex1can ls.wyer4. the :se-cretary eid, ·ere :rond or q oting 

2&. L.d. B\iibee. *siaver,-... In EarI1 exa • w tii§UJ$il 
Science, 'i-uart•rl.y XIII ,. p . ., • 



the x1 t t w: t is not torb1dden i permitted., end he 

believed• thereto~, that settlurs i.Iltr odt ed under he ne 

eontrect_i, with the state coul.d bring in sla•s far their om 

se snd '- that ny emsnc1p t.ion 
24 

c ens t1on ror the ode,:,. 

In Jllly', 1826,. Austin Wtu, into ·cl thet '.JlO?k on the 

·state oaat1tut1on as pproao~in_g a. cr1t1eal ta.ge. 

, l!s that 

uld ceJftainl:7 pa s t s 1't1llo• but 1n his 

Uli ter t way outlined pl ror end!.ng the etf'ect ot tbe 
25 

law: 

· t ther~ 1 a. way your settlers ce.n Stop 1a all 
t the sooJier th$ Bette~ that is to Gow ia p aaens ot 

and Aleal.de · ta.tine that this g;r:o cost you so uch 
and When he Pay• it by labo% Don you have no chars 
against him he Discount.e so uch a month and other 
hirid. Persons small 8UDl so that he will be the same 
to you Be~ore and it will be no m.ore noti d: .. 

At the s,un.e t & the pol.1t1cel chief of exes t 

e o.n. ot the oalsmt tous :result ot the union wt th Coa• 

hu1la-. He adv1,eed e. pl"Qt-e t fTom all the 19hablt U ot 

za end pl.ed ed himseli" to do his u est tor 1 t , 
26 

tlon at Saltillo • . 

a .14er-

As r orte4 by t committee on the constitutiOl'l• t e 
'11 

S:.l • artf ele rea as tollowa: 

21 .. · 'l'iie nattn Paper , f • p . ll!!,. -

25. n1«, x. p.. 1~. 

2 • D\4,, I. p _. 1401. 

1'1. b••'f .!a. .!.U. p • 40'1. 

14. 



'l.'he sta proh1 b!ts slavery absolutely and .to:re:ver· 
!n a.U its territory, end laYfJ.s ow ln th state shel.l 
be fl.'ee trom the day the constitu _ion :ts published ill 
this ce; ital ._ A la• shall in4 ity thos W.ho a 
thant e.t the tl e or pubUcation. 

'n tin, sa e o,- tb politic l chief" at San tonio., 

n de strop . th r,epresentativ of exas lest. 

15 

l tut"e. and others who ere intere ~ d ill the mnt,teJ" dicl what 
26 

the could to tn0dlt1 this report._ 

e result s that tlle S"ticle,- as finall; p s d 
a9 

anura:ry 31,, l.S27~ rood as fo1li .s~ 

Art • . l • ?'om and utter the pr6mulg :t.io o~ the 
eonst.1 tu '1011 14 the cap 1 tal or each 41 atno ,, DO one al1 
be born a sl.aTe in the tote and a:tter s1% months the 
1ntrod'Q.ction ot 1 :ves under any pNten shal.1 not. be 

e: ' itted. 

th1s l :w it se ed t t the s tus ot sl . e proper 

belong! to strttle already 1n exes 80 bly S 

but unless · ome such metho as tbnt sugganted by Elll B. 

could.be carried 01 ~ no mor-e slnv owners could te ·111-

Through the iatluenoe of n _ tin., 

su.ooessor, and J'ose ·t.OD.1a aYal".l'o• a .._ .. ..,er ot th 

p sed:, 

The le lature o the State ot C ahnil.$ end T xa 
t ld. i to con 1 erat!o:a the eearc1ty or labor.. eel 
ervant tor agri-eul. turel. purposes,, all·d bolng ciesir-ou 
·o pro®te the general dve.n.oelll-ent 1n ll the vario 

M. -!. auat11n .Pm,eis •. 1,tiU.oi., 140'1, !40§1. !422, ~~~t . 
l44o. l.429. 1461. 1470• 14:'1~1 .u,of. 

2g" B ,b , £2• Q1 t. p ... 40? 

00., Gamm.el, o • ait.. eoree No. 5 ,. ol. It p 213. 
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che £ lndu tr.Y. have deoi-e 4 as tollo a 
All contracts not coll' ra.ry to th - i~ sot this etate 

d ta tor-eign coutr1es between emlgrent to .or inhabit
ant& ot this ate and servants or hierllngs 1 :troduced 
by the are gua~antee4 as Y811d in this stt.e. 

B this . eor the 11.'en& s tUer dev-eloped . ethod of 

a .1n t la • He merely took. he troubl.e to ake 

racticall7 no.n.-termillable contract w1 th h1e lav s t'o 
31 . 

he. cro ad th s bine . The deor&e et:rect1ve seeured to 

the master the bsolute contt'Ol of e ael"'Ye.nt' . la r., y t 

it l tt · ent1one4 the obno:nous wor4 "slave". and thus 

not ou.tr e the ncan'•s \heory of e uallt7 ot n. 

Such wa · the statue ot sle.T r7 in 'fg 

1829. Pr.e 1dent Guerrero s !a.vested with xtr ordine.J7 

litary uthor1ty 1n order· to eonceatr :te th re ources ot 

the .nation to rep 1 Spanish 1nYasion. Gene~ •. 1!01:n 1 

r ua ed th President to take dv · te.ge ot this 11·ta17 

dictatorship to la ue 011 Sept her 15 proo1 · · t1on 

abolish! sla. ry through out the republic• except 111 the 

Isthmus ot Teh tepe~. 

Thi dee1r · w s like bolt. tr the blu 1n 1 $ 

suddenness end its ettec~ on th people ot Te.xa Who le n4 

ed of 1 • ~usqu1z, the poll ti cal ·ehlef , dre up a pe . i tlon 

a "ins ex ption tro the decree tor Texas .. 1n hie peti tio 

that th r t o:t the coloni ts to hol-d slav s 

·speciflcall.1 reeogn1se4 by th act le all~ing Austin's 

contract-; ub equ ntl both Fe e:ral an Stat co1on1zation 

!I. HII~s 1•q.$ter. llfi'V. p. 53i . 
cit cl ~,.- o er-in • .m?.• cit . p . 38'1. 



sl.ave.s; f'a1t:& ooneequenees an.u «iat:urban.~e or 1:n1blie o~tler 

1,5.toitld f.e.llow pUblieation of the detlree .. 

(lov.ei"nor Vlesen the pre$1t1tmt to exern;pt 

from tl'.ul dec.r,,e d~1olr~ed ht, would have tb::;ne. s~ eve~. 

3i2; 
adv~11cmi1.ent. of Coe.hull~ 'w"sJ~ so «epe:ndent UfHltt 'th,1t of te1:,;;1s~ 

liava:rl'o V!.Tote to ttuist1n en October 29 1 1829.t 

We l'h1rve el:i:cady wrttt~n ve'I:.;1 stronft~ly to the ~vern~ 
rier.1.t anil t() trien:ds 1tr:bo can ex~rt €\'l"eat 1:nfluetJce. for the 
repesl ot such ii lt,w. vfe ho.Ve ~J..so ~he se.tistact1011 o'f 
l1av:i.ng recelve<l 'by totlay• s :m~il l~ttera. fro:tn: t:.onle fI*!endce 
of the beet deputies of {~~lt1llo in vJi1ieh (tliey say) they 
r.ire prepsrlng to :notice the de-0.~~e . in p:rint,. even befJ;)re 
knovd,ng what vK:i 11ave to SEtY a.bout it h.e:re., · 'f'hus yeu 1001 
believe that the be$t ~ten ot the . st~te sttelt a 1~,,. 
wh1eh betrr1)n1 jttrrtl~e artd gooa t'aith~ · 

I~u~quiz hilltt! Yt,T1tten ;,i,netiw. ot 'the .(leQree, eBjoiai~ him 

to the st:rictest secreoy until the :l"esul.t .of his .vetitioll tor 

a copy of the dooU111f'.fii.t reaelied the alealde of litJMiO~doehe$ and. 

eaused constelr:'na,tion tl:ae:.re,, tbt,W!;h he too,. withheld it fror!l 

J.onn Durst, a preni.nent clti~en 0£ llaoogdoehes., ·'W'J:(; te 
34 

tre:ntiouly to b.ustin; 



o th1 tre 

,. 



fhese e.r,e TJlY 14 s on th~ tter. I h · e. aa1 th 
e to trte.Dds in Be • and hen the aoree arrives 

o1't141ally • ( hich it has :nqt yet) :I shall say the s 
to the Qoyt.. . t I do in. this tter will be done o en-
1.J. exioo ha:s not w1th1n lt.s whole dOJJUdn a n o · 
would clef end i 'ts 1n4ependellce.. the union of 1 ts u ,rri tory • 

d J.1 its co.nst1tut1onal r ta sooner then I wouia. 
or e DOre ready and w!lllq to di · Ch~ge his duUee as 
a &zteen c! tlzel.l; oll.e ot the tir t and st sacred ot 
thos duties is to proteot m.y co-A$ 1tu:t1one..l rights. 4 
l'will do it. $0 far as I am ab1 . I am the mmer er 
one ala"'°e only, an old deorepecl wom.en,, no worth ch 1 
bu 1n this tter? should feel that m:r eonstitutional. 
r1gbt.s ·&xiean r«. Just a ob 1ntr1 ed. a they 

uld be it I had a thousand. it is he pr1nc1 le Lnd not 
the unt, the latter makes the viol ttion re egg Yat. 
ea. but. not core il.l.egal or unconstitu.tionel. 

On Dec er 2. ..ugusti.ne Vlesca. Guerrero• s seeret6.l'7 
36 

of ri l. tions, wrote the gov~r that: 

The president has bee pl.eased to cced o the 
sol1c1tati.on ot yovr J.leno7 · d d cl r th dep r 
1J1e tor ~xas exmnpted. tr the g n•ral 41spo itia 
eomprehende in. aaid decree {of Septe er 15. 1829) • 
Tb.ererore hls excellene7 decl.a.res that no o · nge ltlst 
· ade a respects th slaves t t legally ex1at in 
that pa~t ot yt>ur state. 

on 1der1ng th1 shitting pol1ey r gar«ins the status 

cf slavery• l t 1s readily s&e why sl.s:veholdel:'s ho owne4 

a tortune in slaves ¥'ere unw1ll1 to emifµ'"ate to Texas. 

Th etfcrt to r vent :the oxecution ot J.a s 1 .1m1 .al 

to al very ,wer pur ued by all ho had the int er st o--f Tena 

at t_. l SC t 

oft ·estate • et r native ex1caa o~ l.o,;..Amer1can -

op: o e11 tbe se s. Thia not because they re 1 · 

thy vtit.h the institution of leYery. but• a 1s elearl.y 

een tirom. the correspondence quoted above because they 

bell ve that lave 1 bor was essential to the 4 . el.op ent 

ot Texa • 
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tter to Dust throws eh l1 to the 

at . 1 ud and C'hfi ract,,er of 1 t aqthor. I-t' Austtn w a sine,ere-. 

and ther a.re many re sons• some of Wh1 ch w111 appear later,, 

to believe that e s, he :was loyal and patriotic exican 

citizen Who we "willing ·to detend tbe independence an~ un1oll 

of' the terr! tory ot Ienco.* 

The letter to Durst al o indicates th ,\ust-1n"'s strong · 

stand against . he resident• decree was not b.eoause of 

sJ11pe.thy -ror th inst! tut!on of slav TT but bee ~e <:,f the 

at be 

not in sympathy with t . e 1nst1tut1on or !Jl very Will 

b come eve more evident as we consider f'urth I e en.ts e:Id 

oorreapo11denoe . 

Prior to 183:> A . tin had been a leader tn the etruggl• 

to preve.n-t laws opposed to the interest of sl.avehold$~tt. 

Bis ot1ves were deTense ot constitutional ~1 hte~ ea etated 

above, and to provide Texas with labor wh.iob we neee .eary 

ro-r its de•elop ent. Back ot both o"f these mpt1ve was bia 

controlling principle which 

Texas . 

s alway the . dvaneement or 

011 A})Til 6,. 1800, tbe~ -was pa~sed a federal le whie.h 

recognized ex1et1 g slavery., but forbade further 1ntroduet1on 

ot 1 vs~ and prob1b1tEd tu.rth&r settlement of elnigrants 

tr th t1n1 ted ... t-e a 1n Taexas. ~.et1n protet,t d vtiorousl.7 

ag inst the exclusion of iu'ne·rl.cans, b t declared tho slave-r,

tU"t1cle to be fftou:nde4 tn just1~• and la the well bei ot 
37 

the at to.• 



to h'ltid
$ 

i.nih.tst.ry \11£ts 1,JG.i;t t 

they h.eve i:n gen.eri1l. t; hori" :1J.ile r1itni11c f'O·l: speau
~~ti?n, vtb.!.ch is .so l}l"?i!UUQnt t't trnit :tn ·the li~lish Git 
r1oJ:>tn iJ.11ericruz eu..arao:;;e:it,, all tI1et will . opJHlse 
sleveey,,. Thtt 1dea of fM~ei:ng sueh a. eotmt:ry £m t!ds o.ver"'"' 
l"'® by slave poJ;,ulation al:s:1,ost iaakea me w~.ep.. lt is tn 
vain to tell. a l\Iort.h imiel"tc.e~n that t?te -vmi te po11ulation 
will be destroyed some i'ittl" ol" eighty ~rtia:rs he:nce by the 
negros •• * • ~-;O· say e..n:;vth1:ng to them us to th$ justice 
r,f' . . t'.•1, t~'<N~'P":.··.tr.· ·. o~ ,.,.,.· ·~ ,{•o A.,.,..,,.,,,.. T"', "'.·· "'"it 1'li.".' A1"·.r'e.e~c.• ""'"" S•"'~'' ''.')"" . .. Ci!.' v~ .iZ:=-~v,;,..,.._;....iS. :t' - 4-- ...... -~~- W..\i.i~.4-1~1'- -u...-·e.i..,iti.,j.J<I'..~~~,) ~ •. ~.,,z.- ,-\IQ V..f..~ -t~~-.J,.,t-~-• 1- •~ 

only to &r~w dovm ridieule upoo th~ person who at · ts 
it,. In . i,e;g:tnn:trts~t tJf' thiii settler11~nt I ,1ra$ OOL1P® led 
to bol'd ou't t110 idea tl:u1rt slav$1'"Y viou:tu tolecl"ateii,:, and 
I succeeded; in iJetting it tol1a,:r~ted folt a t1:ne by th(': t~n .. 
! did th:t.s to get a startc. tor otherwise it vmuld tiave 
?een neixt; t,a i:m:possible toJ:urvc started .at. all,. fol:' l ~d 
to !U?a:~1 on tou1$i~ne and: 7'!iis$ie~!J)J:d, sl,ive, st-ates• ffJi:r: 

first inurdg1~a11ta. ,Jlave?y . n,tw :most ~ositivel1 pr~ 
k1:t~it~d by our Ooruit1.tullor.t ®.d b~ a numbe~ l,1:;twe., aad 
I bop€, it m.uy al\iri1.cy;,,1 eo. 

1~· .... ·1· .. · .. ·~··.·.n. ·.·. c~. ""·". ·. , .•.. ~., .1·.•. .~.,'. .... '"'·. . '\'.-... ::-.;, '·"""'-·""' -·. ,"\]' ''P (· tt• .... + .~ "" __ _.:_,M~:S v;a& 4 ~Y ......... ~;,w,. ;·J ·~4.Jlt~~ V.J..,4.:f, 



o.o1on1zat1o was Gppo ·eel to lavery; that the oolonizatiou 

eontimte.tio:a of the we tw rd move eat ot Anelo•SaD>n 

p1on-e-er ep-urre4 011 by eeonom.io cau.se ; th :t he . JoritY 

ot th colOld t , whil · c~ 1D:g fr0111 elose by south m tates, 

were not. lave holders; that most lave holier-a ere kept 

eu.t or Texas by th uno-e?'tai». tatus of sl :very; and that 

th.ose ho did o had no purpo fnl relation to the pol 1. ticel 

history o'f sl :Yery 1: th :Untted St t 

A quotation from E.c .. Barke.r ill p·rett7 well summarize 

the vi sot ost writers on the .idea that T xas was settled 

to com.pens te the Sou-th tor lo sot territory nortb or tbi 
40 

s uri Comprom.1 se lin .: 

'rwenty 7eers ot brow 1ng 'through newa])ap:ers,, pamphlets 
and anuscripts ot the period bas discoverect but. one co -
temporal"J' utterance that · ght be made to compensate the 
Sou tor the lose ot territoey north of the Missouri 
Compromise line . That is an d1tor1al Nmark quoted b7 
Zohn Fis e _'t~ . the Uo~nd lrginlf Kng.uirer ot 
Jferoh 7 • l.8al • tbs. t Sou Tern and Wes ern repreeentati ve 

ust, "keep their eyes ~'irmly :fixed on Te-a.sf, if •e are 
o.oope up on the Ho.rth, we ust b ve elbow room to the 
est. · 

'.Che impression that one inevitably obtains trom the 
letters o~· immigrant tbeuelves is that they knew nothi 
of such a design and the cheap _ and r ert11-e land or T ,x -

s the Onl1' obJect ot attraotio-n 

40 • .,c .. 13arker1 The Colo:n1u.t1on ot Texas.st 
f,•aleslpp1 Val.lei Rlstorleal. Re'V1ew, 
. , p. 152. 



t xi R volu.t1on 
l 

Ja kson e o rps.e't for · exa ~ h t, trom th 
t year ot hi ... admini ra 1011. h ·et h1 dQuble 

"'Mlf!!l':l ....... es to work,. nego 1 1ng t . · Texas t one h nc1, 
and 1n !gating the peo l or that province to revolt 
gatnst e:z:1 co w1 th the otbeJ:'. 

of hese 

xee d 

s th. 

that vie that Jae on to ed all4 Hou ton 

lo t'cn'.' teali T ·xas 1.n or a to add. treJlgth 

to th - lave sectio ot · h 

g_eurall.T aoc pted. 

er1ea:n . tioll eame to b 

Xn the pr -oeding eh ;pte.r the vaoillat! pollc7 ot the 

xi.can o er en" on th slavery qaes.tiott was 41souSS1 

it pp· ar that Ollr con.c.l lon •t b that the slavery qu-eet1on 

· st. h ve eontri b te so ething o the ac~,m of entel 

unease an sunderstandlllg but the evidenee does not seem 

to indlcat as an . et1ve cause in 

pr eipit tin he revolution .. Protes or E • Barker., 1.n hi 
2 

, • stat s th t it i hi opinion tb.a.t: 

• ,. • sle: ery was a dull,. orgen1o che and not an tX
eruc1e.t1ng p 1n. tlltimat l:, it mu t be eur& 7 p.ossibly 

a j~ operation. sueb as secession, bn-t th condition 
ot the p tlent a not c~1t1cal an.a the d nuigement 

t yield. to th.e mild r treatment of . ta't e.uton • 

The pr ceding chapter e.i o tr ced the story ot th 

oolonl ti.Qll of Texas. And the v!4 n.ee indi eat s that 

Ste}lhen J!. tin, the mo t out t ndin l ad r o't the 

'.I. 1.q. . . iigq!re, n. p • 4.29. 



el t1ze~; th.tit he appro<ir!f1ted the 11'berlfi;l 16.nd o~nt.s of the 

lleX;!.e.all grJvernmen.t, and ll:SSd. llls infln:enc.e.~ w·i.th ap:pare1at 

in 

:millti:ii~y positions i.11 ~.ll 
5 

born in the ,:::clo11:te,tL., 

1;;ero Fteticu.lt:rusl:t,<' prt::St:t:·ibed t:',Jld .l:f;gulated 

z; •. Ii ."i1.... :sanr~.rof t,' ~. 'ill sto:r-P . ff)f: t:I~.·xi'c.o ...... · 'lv ... 
' . ' ' ;:,!• -~-t ··: .' . .a.:--~ ----·" ~ 

~.n~jt-a .• ~ .•... .I,, .. ~ .......... 'Ii 



the ,S.&"1te .ar1d .in SJ01te of a(tau~ations te the contl."fJI''l he 

p:robe1ay t:r•icil Clio:oscl~::-;.:itious:ly to Qbtain 1!exaa,. 

. . Ill aa arti~le .1n the Charleston ''Me.rcniry«. ot- ,tpl'il 
26,. .. lS4t!,, Zol:m nandolph m~€1s the. ehe.rge tllat Ao.'l;;llUt'3 h~d. 
deliberat~ly s:nd. k!1ow'1ngly given aw,r..y the te:r:1tltoey 1thlC-li 
Spain stood ~eady to ,confirm t.o i1s:t desi€!:'1ing tr.tereby 

' k 



o far~re chi g d pertid1ou deai * 
to sculat the ut-b. o~ all lts progressive political 
s _:i:. ngth. Wl leave . .:isso i to e t -·nder ~ ! of 

oliti al _ticism ic aasaileo. her altwst 
i t ously with this re~cherous nd atrocious 
urrende.r- of "...exa •" 

cElroy also quotes the tollowl g letter or Jack on's: 

In 29-1800 • • • • in ( 11 1ste.i.• o . d:r1 

,5 

\Vhen. negotiation re peetin.g the b undary or Louiainna 
and the eesslon of lorida s ru. fe1're to eshi -
ton} placed in my ands a copy of the oorrespondence be-
t e n 1 t e .Spani b mini uer at drid, hieh 
shv d .. th t he had negotiated treaty by whieh Spain 
recognized the eno1cnt li · te of Louisian 'to e Rio 
Grade and c ed Florida tor the SUlll p d for !t - that 
he had to ashington :for po ; re to cloao .this 
Tr ty t adrid; instead of our xeeuti c sending him. 
po er~ he received an order to tr n ter the negotiatio 
to · ashi .,ton., where r . s closed the ·egoti.ation 
con 1ning th estern oundary o Louisian to th Sabine. 

I t once ew that " • J. d • object. a t.o keep · 
down tb.e growing political ascendancy in th vouth and 
est. 

~ ether there ever a sueb. a treaty a Jackson speak 

of in thi letter 1 doubtful. Adam . enied t t suob a 

tr-eaty sever de and ppe:r-ently rked diligently to 

e-oure Texas during his administration . In any e ent; the 

tte to buy ex.as during ~de.ms' dln.inistr tion swell 

as the heated eontrovers;r be een Jackson. andolph, and 

others on one han an Ad.ems and others on the other,. lTJ.U$t. 

have aroused Mexican apprehensions. 

The e tea. controversy so in io es. tha-t ckson" 

personal. emn1ty ~ dams 8.tid hi e ire to ~ tor to the 

Unit St tes. ter.ri tory · ich he believed had been l.o t 

6 . Se Fo.rd Collection, Cited by . Ki. li'eilroy. a_ oo. 
Ot The _i est, p . 2 . 
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t th pe fidy or ' is en y, er stronger mot:1 es th 

any Wicked d&Clire to a-do. to the po er of the slave stet ., 

The treaty wit Spein a co -01 dcd ·n 1819 but as not 

tif'ie by Spa n until 1821 . -~t the sruz . time iex1eo ga1ne4 

her indspen ence end in December 1822. the first ~xiean 

en-voy to the United ... tates l"eaehed ashington :1th in truet

ion to propose the rking of the bound y 1n accordance 

•r1 th the .. lor1da tr sty II He ~ound. the Monroe government non

co ttnl nc beco::m.e eonvineed thFt there was a disposition 

on the part of marry of the re resenta 1 e to r~elE.iln ~xo. • 

In 1824 .dam became Pre~id nt. and in spite of the 

aceusat1on that h' d been de O.(leins him, the '.ex1cans 

could not torget that in the negotiations with Onis , he h.a 

r €peatedly nsserte~ th t the Louisiuna ch sec rr1ed the 

boundary of' the ,,.nite~ St tes to the 1o Grande . Furtherm.or 

the f cts that H nry Clay . who had b tte ly oppose the re

nunc iation of ;;.;exes in the Flor-ida 'l'l"e ty t was Se-oret ry of' 

Stnte., an 1'ho1llas H. Benton , ho bad invoked wo upon all 

t atesmen who should d re to tilat t e ' eelssippi vall ey* 

B now int e ~ennte . did not allay the sppr hensions or 

en.co. 

' ith app~ehension in this st te of ftairs. Clay 1 

structe; Poi nsett , our f1 t"'st min1s er to 

the i~exlcan. govern ent upon tho subject o 

suit bl e to the Unite~ tates . 

exico , to sound 

line 1" 

The day betore the oft1o1al :re e ption o.f Poinsett . 



Pre id t. V!etorie. had r· c 1ve B. a . 

phar£! .!' atralrs .. ud he.4 been in meo t r ix atlur 

a d had e iilg ntl.y arou 1ng th apprehensions of It 
6 

·exfo · ve~ent a1ns t e tTn1 Stat .. 

arri'ftl ot Poinsett had t1y ln re e 1 t1 • popularl 7 . 

lle h d ·· .a sent to, uioo in 182 . to r port 011 th adV"i a-

bil1 t7 c,t recogn! tion and etter only three w 1n th 

h h d :reporte4 st e · Ter . ent 111 epi of the ~· ot t t 

ta · dabl.e reYOlution then 1n progr •• 

e clay prepared. 1 · truo . o s ~or 
ca s 1 n ton ti.at 

ex1 an to beeo 4ec1decUy arttal to Englan4. t the 

a ti th influence of the 11111 tea State w s 4e id dl.J 

on tb w . e. 

On th· t1t'th. ot 
6 

he wrote: 

· f.tlah gov_.. nt · s a.r. t1o1p .t us • • * • 
r trea tJ 1 4e, . and • • ,. has been. rat,!1'1e4 by 

the lo :r ho se., ••• It is now be.tore t Sen te .. .... 
no 4.oubt appe-are to b t 1ne4 ot the result. 

'I 
ard wro . Canning o Sept ber ZC) : 

v., l 14. p . 



i'o:1,naiitt apon his &:~riv~l ti.ere, fotn1d Els 1!~S~st.y•a, 
c~ve::,inltt:}lit ·. :tn posse.asion of th~t intlu~i,~ to m1ie11 it 
hnt1. so Jttti!t Gt el.ai11i~ .. Ue faund

0
the ~es:tdont ~d. 11li1t:tsters1 

sti'tlsi'ied ,11ti th the eo111.:h1e't ct ,d!i4:!).aiJd.*' !H~:r eiwx~ote:llt 
sta:tfcl.ng lti{,gh f;i,th t:tte r;~n-eriality t:tus,· peo:ple. .. • .. 
JU.t:.i.o'U('h. idea ot an intimate union betweQn ta~l!' 
c~lonles of Bp~in had long been c-ntr~.rta1:nei:t :r:1.othintl · \11t:.ts. 
:f''l:trth.er :trem the vrlshef! of the !Jerlotaru1 tht:Ul to se~ the 
mt:Uied t2i'tE::tea included !n t1i:t.s trateI'":nal bcnu;oc 

Poineettr quic:t.J.y sa,w t?ie C$lltlit1on. ot tJr!lngs in IJeld.c~ 

~cl i'mlue{lir.rtely bas;nti to tr;;" 'to· 'build ·U!) .~. rtJGre :ttrtendl.y 

the,. view of ticliing t~u(;:1 to 1;21e. f'larJ.e ··ot t1e~'i.cru:1 $,t:s,~.:tct~.n 
a 

e:--~li:!··-0!!:·-· ..... --· ·~~-·---!.lilli_' ... 11 .... _?_C __ "ji;_,...,. --M··r-·(-. ·-·--· .. _. ---~, ........... --......... --~""'u~Clil!Jllat.-Jf'!I. 7. J.l)id. •.. ·._!'.) ,. G ~-
.,.,.. ,if~ _;tiJ,, ·-

Ib14, v• '9. 
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Wwd us·e·a his :tn:ttuenoe in 1,e:rauading P:reeidellt V1otorle 

'to $en« Gelle:r'sl. tl@au w 11•~2 ·to ~k• a :report of -oondit1on$ 

thel'e because he kart:~ that t.rerd was S'~~y ant1•••Ji.1lle:d.00all. 
9· 

the follov,ing letter we$ tnen sent to Oa!m.ingJ 

l havia 11 ttl.e doubt that the atfn1r w.11.1 · now be 
ve.rsr . speedily arranged. i!te fNs!.Aent ha$ «1 ven ~rel 
'fe1>e,n, t11e ~script map of T~s t1ld.eh l l~ r4th him. 
•. ., • tt General ~eran goe_s to· the frontier., th&l'"e will 
be no ocotul.ion for any tu.rth0r 1At$r£wene.e; Ol'l ov part, 
f.S h.e Will• l, :know,, send in a report wl11~h '411 opett the 
eyes or the Oong11'Uu11,. an4 lnake thea fullJ" awae of tbe 
h.llger wfitlt \!t.1.l1eh they ·are threa.ien.ed. 

Oerleral !~r-an did go tc \he frv:nt1er and hi.a npor:t •s 

th'e ~!;1-eot cause .o·t. tbe tswanoe ot' the ~noan ie~ee of 
10 · . 

Apri..l &'t. 1650,. '?his tlecree as vre shall e-ee later was on~ 

of th.e imm.ed!ate 0:sua:ea of the Revolutio-n • 

. l?oinset.t, waf! qult..e co~zant of the lJ;e.xlcc appl!eh:en1ca 

that had . been awouee4 by li.a:,.,d and O<:JftQ'ino&i afte,:- n f'&W' 

tent1:rti"?e ~Vertur.es that the ~fiJX1t.lm" gove~t WOttltl .not 

co.11Sent to move tbe brnxn~ r1est~a:td., he ~apped -the 

bout1i1ary queatioxi and eoncenttfit:ed on the ne~tie.tion ot lit 

ecma.ereial tre.11ty.. rta;ra:~s .mac1natiQna v;e:re .sueces$tnl ta 

ltringing about fl del,a.7 in this treaty. 

Ward ~as xe.ca)J.1)4 by his sov:ernmettt e.t his t1Ml ~eq-.test 

at t11e end of' 1S25,i but he r-emained in ~:xi.co long ettowlh tQ 

Joint the m():r.al. ~t hJ.:e fre.qu~nt w~xnings with the e~l• ot 

the ~donlen .1!'ebell!on,. whidt .he ooasiteret th~ ttnt etep 

ot the.neYt. 1u!iabltants ot T'exas towaN th:r~wtng •tt the: 

Yexf.oen rule •. 
.. "211 [ill i. ..11 lil!MI: J; 
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~ Fredom.an rebel.11on aftort\ed the til"st 4tlncreti& cause 

of t!ed~d tWSiety t~ the aet1011 ot the ~l.onl.n:s,lj ·Qn Apli.-1 

15• 1825. Hd.en li4\Vt'JNI$ obta1ae4 a eonti"aet to set:tle e~1t 

hundred. .tamtJ.1.ee: in ~an ~.. r~e ot t~ tent t.ory gran'I.• 

&a htu. ls.4 beu. settled etnce 1716 l)ut .:many et t,h.e ol.d 

settle,?'S there hail nev•r ~omplirte4 tttl~ to the .tanu 1'ttey 

occur,ied. fh:ese ol.d se·t.tlezas we" thr~ten&i wi'th ev1¢t-iOG 

unles;s they p.4114 14.Vt~s OSSO,. f.he cl~nte ¥'1() had beWt 

d.ispos.se$8" tom$.d M oppoi'd~1on party ·and bepn to sea4 

emnplaia:ts t.o the political ~?d.ef at 1kt3.ar ,.. ~ Edwarill&& 

al.so began a eo1•-rfiu!3r,oadace vii.th the pollt1eu ellid and 

se~.Ati to 1\8:v-e contucted !t with sree:t blp.Mene.. iinell.i' 

i,Nsttten.t VJ.otorla tata-venad with e.n order fer the~ .... 

ment or ~:@<ls*"s: eont:X"aet @i nlis expulsion ~.1 t.lte ceuBtrJ'• 

·rib$ nflltt move of ill~J:atNlS \VQS to f0l:'n1 can allian.c,e. \!!tttl 

so;;11e e-biete cf' the nclghboi-ing: Cheroke.$ luditlus end prctl~ 

on Uecembe.r l&, · 1s2e • the tntJ.ependenoe oi' t.be FN4oman 

~,.10 ·attempts ot Detlj-1n ~dwarie ·oo f1'aill reer~ts we:re 

in valn.. Re .apptlaled to JaUttia.'$ oolony but Austin calltul 

tar v()lunt~e to eid th~ gover~nt.. ann securei a iar~ 

force \"Jh1l,e ~d.wa~ds received none,. i~u.et!n tbtJn UB4Jtl hi$ 

a0utrd. '.idwa.r•i''$ pltiit. :fo~ help :from. the ttn.\'.t.ed, £Stta:tes 

like\'t"'ise. :proved 1utile ftild ·thg, :r~bell1on collaps~d .. 



t uld $ that the Erct1011 of u tin and his eQloni t 

ould hRTe reas:sured the Mexic ns as to the 1oyt\lt or .e.xa • 

but s oh _ not 'the case. In t: e course of the correspond• 

enoe le d11.1g to the annul-~n1; of the 14 ~$ contract the 

politionl chief, t an tonlo1 had dinned into th ears of 

the governor the aus.pioion t t · ard •s u1t1mat eim s 

to ecede end earry hia grant. into th 

wh.11 · srcI. the Bri t1 sh mini t r • ainte to th vents as 

tion ot his propheti . we.mine. 

etreot ot th redonian re ollion o es1 o wa 

t lay an 

bell e•ed that the rebellion · ght have we ened I.tuioo • 

4eterm1na tion to hol4 Texas a·nA in 1827 renne Poinsett• 

ill .ructions to press tor a re-vis on of the boun. · ry,. 

Poinsett found that the ezica.ns would not yie1d on 

the tter and on Janway ia .. 18281 he signed a treaty 

rki the houndary 1Jt. accordance 1th the Florida Treaty 

of lel9. ~e ~ol.lo in letter trom Poinsett to Clay xpl. ·ma 
ll. 

how ell Poinsett understood the situation in exic:o. 

fills gon ent and people have een kept purpoael7 
1n continuous stat.e ot xcitement upon this delloate 
question. · ha"t'e been represented by the agents ot 
c rte.111 llt"opeen powers as the n tural enemy ot exloo·; 
and our desire to make altera~ions in the treaty of 
1 its cone1uded 1th Spain and to deprive th of · 

rtion of their torr1tor7 was oonstaJttly ur ed in 
proof ot our bad ~alt and 1nsatiabl$ ambition. 
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1 ekson too up the _ ubject Of extending t-he bonndar7 

l. s ronptly the.n daws· had do.ne .. arlr six month after 

his :tnnaugur tion, V1tt1 Bur:en wrote Poinsett to renew the 

overtures to enoo.- Th . 1n3Utlctione ent to Poinsett -. 

largol.y based on n report i,repared by Colonel IJJ.thott tlei-,. 

man who had p-ersoul interest in Texae. lt is not .known 

whether Jackson kne of thi peraonnl int reet of liut1er. 

o1nsett dir-eoted to of fer tcu:r million dollars f o-r t & 

most desirable 0£ four SU6J!&tlte4 lines aud Ta"'1ng amo'1llt.fl 

tor an,- one o-r th other three. 

Poinsett had made many e-nenu.e during his :four yeara in 

xi.co end e there-tore not the 

negotiation o-£ thi kind. Con•quently- he wa recalle an 
Butler s en.t to 1i enco in his pl· ce. 

On October lit 1829, Jaokaoa Wl"Ote utler an.a no't11'1e 

hi of his appointment. He as sure-, he said, that if Tezae 

, es not ur-cha ed., it would ·create Jealou y between the 

lh>.1ted s ~ :tee and exico. on e.ocount ot the ~ ricans 

settling ther~; they · uld decl.~e in ependen e s soc 

their numbers justitie«.. and the mtited State woul be 

ac;cused ot insti ati it . tho\\Sh al.1 .-.conat1tut1onal power 
u 

would b exerei ed to p.re-ven t . " 
t_ler e.rr1V'ed in ico at an inoppo:.rtune time... 'fl:le 

public was "Very suspicious. end t he press ehoee t .o re89d 

the proposition to purehs.e& Texas as 
' 

n · tiona1: 1n· · " : ,. ··: ',, 
: .. : .. '• ··.· . 

. ... . . " ..... .., .. . . ,. . ' . . . . - . . .. ' 
• • ,. .. .. .. f • 

" . . . . . . . . . . • • • • l 
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On ru e,, 1-830 the decree n1.eh ha already been 

ntloned wae passed and Butler cided to wait e.nd say 

not.bing. It as not until the middle ot 1831 that he ·beQ'an 

to work actively to oarry out his ssion. 

Butler was quite eo nizant o.t th exiean need of mone7 

and plaoe his hope• ot carrying thro-ugh his mission 1th 

p cun1 ry inducements and even contemplated open brib&ry. 
13 

on lune 23 he wrote ~e ident Jackson that: 

the influence of money 1s a well understood 
e.nd as readily conceded by these peopl a any under 
He ven, I h e no doubt of its doing it office., 

14 
On bruary 10~ 1833 he wrote: 

-· 
••• Suppoee it 1s perceived that en absolute se.l.e 
e..t this tie will not be ade1 but that a or'tgage 

· on the t :rri tory of T_ would be given as s curl ty 
to:r the payment of ney dve:nc d on loan.; then, I 
ask, uld it be expedient to advance as a loan 
tba~ sum which we are w1ll.1n to pe.y tor the purch se, 
and secured by li~n on. the territory star west as 
the !aitldle ot th desert; and if eo shall the liea 
be ace pted with o~ Without reoelvin posseaaion of 
the country?~ am convinced th t loan on such terms 
would be tantamount to a purchase, because ia the 
present condition of the public tr asury , years n t 
el pse, under the most economical and Judicious 
management ••• before they will be in a state to 

et existing e ements1 ••• 

on ~ eh 20 • dward. Livingston at the '.Pres.id. en t "s 

req est replied that there s no const1tu~1onal utbority 

tor such a tranaaot1on on the part of the United Stats 

government, and tba t theretore 1 t wae impractical . He ad-de-d 
15 

admonition, saying: 

15. fbfd. p. 79i .. 
14. !'5co • ,. 2 s as., House JQ.ec .. Doc .,. XII* p . 4 
l5. Barker, 91>... ~1 t . p. 793 . 

• 
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Th el tion ot attai a 1 th S te ot T x 
7 (and} Coahuila e. it important ta your negotlat1on 
on that subJeet be brousht to asp y oonc1us1oa . It 
is a l et doubttlll whether 1u at · eek auy tipul tioa 
could b earr1e4 into effect. 

Prote or K J.roy s 1 tho.t Js.ckaon ew ebea •rand 

. re dir ct thod thaa t.b t euggeet d by Butler and 1nstruot

L!v1 aton •tor Sect • .- • the lo •ad ite torth-

nth to 

to lo 

tl.er to br1 h1s ne . ~1at1o (tor purchasing Tu) 

• tor that on t l t ot Jr11 the iS"ican colon! t 

1a Coch ta ar to hold eonventio c1 deol.are th 1r 1n-

4ep d nee,. after which it ill 
16 

M xi o tor z • tt. 
i, 

1 that: 

u l• to tr t 1th 

'!'his prec1 knowle e t Jo son. to a. day, ot the 
lnt 4ed d sign ot the colol'li at. to d c re their illcle-
ende s earl7 as April, lQ$• wa · aup re sed 1n 

th doe ent e · cate to the house in 1833. 

er did 1 ck on g t bis into tion Prot or J.roy 

ote 'the tollowlng l tter fro S Hou Ol1 to Jackson 4a e 
le 

at liatchitochea. Lo a1ana, ebruary s. 1831: 

a•.s:.oaioa ot om into tion • ich will 
b 1 tere t1n to you and J be cal.cul ted 

to torwer your v1 •• it you ahoul t rt 1n any• 
touchi the cqu1s1tion ot e a by th Go• t f 
th Un1t St tee. That such. meas & is dea1r by 
nineteen-twentieths of he population of th . provin e. 
I nnot. <kfubt. Uexio 1 a 1nvol ved in ct v1l er • • • 
Th · n n't 1 easen !ally despotic . • .. ,., e rul :rs 

., · ,t, hon sty. and the people haYe t lntelllgene. 
oplnlort 1 that Texas. by her er i oonv ntibn 

11111. ·by 1st Ap:r11. .. ., . , to stat const1 tu.ti n., I 
exp ct. to e resent at the conv ntion, and will appnse 

1i. &iii'. mimoi:rs. ·ii. p.. aif-!ae. 
l.'1 . d '• O}h e1t .. P• 368 .. 

18. l:roy • • !!!• p. 1 • 
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I ns o • oret that I ekaon w1 4 to 

and it altoge~her probe.bl ha~ ousto ul hav 

w:r1" ll1 co:aoerni·ng the fair or tba ~ country ven 

tho thel."'e s no ooll.u iv unders e e tk • 

Th t is pparea ly a ca - one and it t 

aa st . dpotnt i 110Uld hardly st t 

ther oolluslv understan ing be"twe4m. l son and 

tler• s n x.t sch e 'Lor ene the, e 

to Te lackson apply press a tr1p ot len 

1n 41 t be een the s bin th e a. Thie 

a ~1p -of tl 143" 1n he Junettton ot the t\lO riY :r Wher 

they r int.o e l e le uri 4 t th 

w t e 1ar · 17 or ~ha two nd ther tor 

pl te 1.n th . t:rea'7 aa the bound..1A1"7. 

. e r1Ter cont 

ar,~eic. that ocoupa:-

t1on by t e l1JU~ d {'!t te ul 1 ad t Te 

t eo eni to e ~A CQuntr, diYi4ed• r volt 

oul e aoeept hie otter., 

r ·lY trom. ·1a kao ia toun to thia 1 'tter, 

•l r• ext v 4r, .1ndigne.nt r Jotnder trora. th 

Preaiden • o Octo 'J: 28., tl wrot ha igh otti 1 

d the au j ct by a ld it ha. 



to . s. • 

• 



.· . 

President wsa determined that no measlh., "of even w1 

equivocal cl1a:1ractE:,rt' should bfJ m.~J.oyed in the neo&tiations, 

and that no ~onfid.enoe was :felt in his a.bili ty ·to aceornpllsh 

anything further .. · lrowever sinee Butler .. h1111$elt seemed hope. 

ful • b.e misht .return. to, IAe:n oo and make e. ti11al. e.t"'fo~t.. But 

he must a.et qu!ekly .and ~eturu in Deeember so the.t a .report 
. 22 

could be 100 .. de to Congre:asjl 

ButJ.er did return but ao,oomplislled nothing and 1n 

o,tober the Utenean govel"m.lle11t requested his reoa.ll, on. the 

~ound that there were 1mputet to him "intrigues, unbe.eomina 
' 13 

a diploEatie age-nt. n · 

The Pre-si-4ellt complied,. aud appointed .. as BJJ;t.lell''' a 
:£ ', 

sueoesso:, Mr. Powb.a:tan EU.ts. 

J'aekaon·•·s coftesponden.ce with But1er W(us ot tourse not 
' 

lmov.u 1n Men CG., nevertheless thle tortuous policy· helped 

to in.cre.a.ae the· f:le~d.c$ll ~vpreheusion. · · 'fhc ;puii,ose ot relating 

this aceoWlt. was t,Q ehotti that ~can a.pprehenaions' 'We!'$ .. 
.. 

kept alive e.t thl.s time and at the same t-irae to show that 

even tl1.ough JaQkesn was eager· t-0 acquu:e Tex~ 11.e· wea d.et:e);' ... 

lldned. to ~intain the disni ty and hol.lOl:' of the Un! too States. 

Enousn 11as been sat.a. to eb.o,ri th:at, FKe.xi~ fq;prehe:r.ud.ons 

were very great befo:ro the decree of tipril G,. l~O was paesed. 

22. t:r.ss Depe.rtlilent or St-ate. ~-spatehes .trom J..geats t~ 
I>~co, Tl• . Cited by Buker,. 9.U.• · e,&,t .. p,. .· '111 .• 



Professor McElroy · ars that all that. was nece aary e.t this 

time to pree1p1tat a revolution was the ap~aranc among 

39 

the colonists ot a lead rand it is his bel1et that dack on 

connived w1 th llousto to go to Te:.m wl th thl. obJeet in new. 
ent1on h s re dJ becen made ot Houston•s letter to 

the tirst o:r _ ;pr-il 1833.. 'l'tul ca. aatur-e of this letter 

does not indicate tba t ther was any understanding between 

Houston and Jaeksou, butc th,e course of fo1low1ng events does 

1nd1c te that Houston probably foresaw that the clash as 

celning and that without any encourage ent or under tan41ng 

1th Jackson. he ent to Texa with the hope ·expressed to 
24 

a friend: 

J: am going .(to Tea:as} and ill that ne• coun.try I 
1dll make a man ot myself again ••• I shall yet b~ 
President of a grer t Republic . I shall bri that 
nation to the Ul'dted State$. 

The Texas convention which met at San Felipe d-e Austin. 

April 1. 1835, appointed t oommittees. One ot 'Which Houston 

was eha1-rman. as to tra:m.e a o-onstitution.. ~e e-eond 

oommitte .• composed of Stephen F ~· Austin. Wm . K. Wherton , and 

l8J11ea B. Miller, as to dra:tt mori to the Supre vem-

nt of exico, uk1ng that Texas be s parated tro th tate 

ot Coallnlla, ·nd orge,n.1$ed as a etate upon the basis ot her 

new Con t1tntlon. 

Austin assumed tb task of carryi this m ;rial to 

24 . Alexmider Hynda" "General Sam Houston, 9 C&n1i¥1 
azia , XXVIII, P• lZ. . 



;, 

tll~t Santa. i.J:ll'l.a woU,l.d not grant the request tor u s$p~ate 

ste:tei he sent. e. lettel" b~<,k to friends in Tens advising 

th era to o:rgan.1,ze a State i:rl thot;1.t ws.1 t1ng to receive Santa 

Anna's for!OOl denial. oft the f!emorial • 

~is· letter was iiltereepted. and 1\1.ui.rt!n t:as se1:ze4 as 

a dattBerous oonspire.to~., and. seeu.,;,oed ia · sol1ta1ey" oonfine

:men·t, where vdthout aoeuGation~ trial or h.ea1-1~ of a~ 

kind• he remained fo~ month.s, &nd his peti ticou was dis ..... 

rega:rded .• 

For 'two yeers foll:ovd.ns ths eonvention.ot 1838. tbere 

was no serious outbreak, but WU($. .in 183i,, Santa iinU.a,. 

havins ;concentrated in his ewn. hods the ci v1l and milltuy 

power of Mexico, issued e ·4eere~ ·for disarmament of Texas., 

the T·enns resiot.e,d and tll.e revolution was bet,:ttm. 
,.., 

The immedia:t.e ,eaus-e of the revolution, then,. vtas the 

overth~v·1 ot tlle n.olilinal republie and the substitution of 

Santa l.;nna•a corrupt and cea.traJ.i&(;ld gover1ment; but tlie 

backgrotmd. of distrust and np:preb.~11,sion, augur:1ented by th0 

attempts o.f the Un1t(!:.d States to obta3.n 'f.exas end the re

sistenee Qf the coloniii:ts a.eeJ.nst the caprice and inistabUity 
. . 

.of state and federal· pol1t10's. magnitieu. and distorted 

mutual ru:m07auoes to such a deeree thut resistance wa.e 1n ... 

evite.ble. 

'fb!s backg,:ou;n.d had beQn built up end had pi-actieallJ' 

:reache4. 1 ts el.imax before Sam Houston eti1n1e t• Texas. He 

simply saw tb.at t.ne th~ was c~ng end went to Texas w1 th 
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th,e hc,pes ,rt r.w.kiug th.e most of t.h:e situation; und there 

seem.a to be no ev14elllJe that his intlue~e b.UXTied on the 

beginning ot the revolution or that there was a:tJ:y colllliv$.:ng 

between .him an.a ltackson. 



British Policy and Annexation 

The interest. of Great Britain 1n the Spanish,.. rican 

colonies was strongly evident in the period between th 

reTolutions against Spain and the issuance of' the lU'oe 

Doctrine. This interest had 1 ts inoeptio in the commarcie.l 

interests 1th the Latin erican countries . 

ri ti h dipl cy ot this period indicates that England 

desired. inde1>enden e for the Spanish po a ssions d that she 

feared that ome of this territoT-y ght. fall into the hands 

of Franeo or the tl'nited States. In a letter to Sir Charle 

St rt. British ambasea or t Paris. 

intimated that England would not al.lo 

31 • 1823, Canni 

conqu st or cession any of the 

ranee o 
l 

anish colonies. 

oqutre bf 

In his 

proposal to . sh, regarding a joint deole.ration, Canning 

tated that an imed at th& possession o~ no pcrtic~ 

or the colonie f'o~ herself; an.d that she could not se the 

transfer ot any portion of them ~o all'1 other power 1th in

dit:t'erence . 

The issuance ot the Jlonroe Doctrine as a purely erioan 

policy, while hailed 1th enthusiasm by the liberals of 

England. as probably a cause of chagrin to Canning. e s 

the bearing or the clause against European coloniz:ation in 

eri-0a* and s no doubt a 11ttle take~ abaek because the 

declaration had not been made jointly 1th England and with 

the deeleratlon on the p rt of the United States that they 

1. 3 .H. !.atan , _ History of: erican Foreign Po!lcy, p .. 182 .• 

2_. l_b1d. 
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poaa _ e•1on t t ot · h eolo 1u to:r t,aaJl.i.-

eYer. ther 110thing lett tor c 

ol1c-J' o:t _ portt e. 

State.. Thi he 414, 4 pollc waa a~ea411.y tollo ea. 

T Br'itlBh 

In OB 0% Cann 

-ot e e.n1 

t r 

3 
!me. 

4 
Sta a e •a14: 

11 

reco 1t1oa 

bla t to hi 1 
5 

oint e _ ote 1 tr1 nd Joa 

with or 4 peudeaoe on th 

1, -·••> 

.11 • 

• • • 



. , r1ti · 

in , dco xtenai ve u,.4 l 

4ebt held l:ly '.Bri ti bona. lml 

tur that 

U 1.nto 

:were Yid 

t1ah .. l 1n . ottt 

ut ot th 

s, thereto 

· ould . tor sp ly 
I 

l'" ·conqueat ct Te:i:as 

e ct1v1t1e, t a . G. ar.a. the tira . 

di as~ct · easy to s 

th th l1e1es of Gan-

1 tillh 1).1 .y · !n t sl. V ry eCOllc . CUlllM of 

er• t in b ea q est1011. Ill y 1636 · ha · adoP't 

fI1 1 't · 'tion reco z · el.avcy flue on ti tut1o -

t :do r 1 ting t.o the ext1. 

s. 

On.A: · · t • l.ow 1ntrod ~4 1 the 

Bo e ot C<m!lOlJ~B a , t!o 1natru -ti the goveriune~t t take 

ll!.Mff"'f:!1~ as g t be neoe se..1"7 to ee the ru. eat 

ot E«i. tins re s with moo " :4 r rVe.nt th 

1116il~ o~ atf1o . 1n slaves 1n the _pro~llce o-t 

e • • ot ~ls tio11 . empharo.ze.d 'the lnter fits 

of are t Br1 in , . · co b.y po!nti~ o t tM Brf tis: 1 ~ t-

ent in ·neoi end th dans't' o-.t ennexation ot ~ y 

th lJnit d Stat ; and b · pro b111ty of pc.?'WU'te:nt es blleh• 
1 _·· w·. 



• 

• 
• 1 

•· 



4 

ntea: of · ooo. 000 hy lo 1ng l tide tor th· 

nt171n t e& . e.tt t 

that al 0 . ttcl: oon uest s ad.ut1 t e to 

teel1 t mst en pr1de. t U eel.le 

to at t ot r · .J d1cial to t e 1.nter st.s ot • e and ten.de4 with no rt ot ..w1<1roft 

the 14 ct Octo ·.- 1 • 
to 1.on4o • wro to · P erston tba t he 

tlo it Gr 

cop1ze Texan in 

.thorisod to alp 

Britain wow, 

s e time he " 

tor~h th rea OJ1B why Gr t tala ough to ~eeo 

1nd en4ence o~ xaa and torm a treaty with her._ 
10 

---ts are e bolo : 

1st. tutu & rapi i.ncrea 1ng val.'1 of th · 
t.re. · 'Yd. tb · xas, under a Judicious commercial Conve.1.1:tto • 

bd. By this s she se ues great Cotto.a. 
ro4ncer snd importan~ con um~r of he~ t. ctures, 

her cu.a r d tJ"1en.ily neutral 121 the ev nt o a 
w1 tb th Unite State -
~. 1'he. :r:eco itlon of T xas 7 Orea Brita.ill 1a-

erttably Super 4U.oea peace b(,t.weett e-o fc · e.xas. 
t e ce et this t between. e:xie • ~ 

ll 1ne'Vit bly insure th . payment ot a ortion or the 
d.eb~ b 1'8D·S, 

5th. lt likewtee inSUl;'&s der the tr1$lldly a-
tiQJl or . . · and a P. n nt Bounda?J' Lin between moo 

~u:as, eprea the 1rit. ot t ture. can uest on the 
part of' the Anglo- ,..1c-e.n ra.o · • 

§ . fh1a. l>• aa. 
10. F ,o. baa, I. Cit 4 y A,l,Al::WU:,,. .9!.• ott p 53., 



ln s. land dn-ee · ot .1"eeop1 the foll~ .. ~-
conse4t.uenoe-a are 11 17 to t'oUow -

lat. In «1.xty 4 ya mm thl d 1 ru • · 
~tamcras · l.l tle bl.ocad d by the · ftlan Sq droa. 1 

Ol'lsist: of one Co.nei-te1 two B-n s., three Schooners • 
one aaval. Ste r, ott the Co t of nco. 11 

oo 1 4est1~ te of all na~ force Whatsoiffez._ J. 
2nd. It T-exaa 111 1ntorme-d th t Gr at 1te.in will M.<,1.; 

reoogni er In4epen4ene that ouequent y there 1 
no hope of ace w1 nee. · U torth•ith Joiti 
t e e eru ats. r wlut10Jl1ze th nort.hen pzon.ne s of 
· xi.co e such ad,dit!on to h ~ Territory as the 

law f wolll lustit7 44!l'r t of clTillae 
natl ns . . 

3rd. Great Britain has o ob'do 1at rest 1n avoid
! a diaoriminatillg duty h.ich will .e leYled again 
th productions ot all t1ons which haTe .not r~co . ge4 
~ rXa& t'o.rme G ~ei 1 a 1 i th er or bettor 
th 1 o'l by. next .. 

4th. If Her e ty~ OoY t shoul 
co dng I t va1.1 myself ot the :pi-,1u11en.1:. 
of :pubU aft' ire 1n • op th l>el'let'1 clal 
arr ement I can tdth. some ~ont1nental natic giving 
it eul s1ve oo,. er-oial adv tage · f'or . vuu.able qu11'
al nt. 

5th. s grfJ ly p;reter a tr1 ndly lli o wi 
~~und from all. those con.si . erati . ns hi.eh ar ' conn•• 

th a co origin - .B :l it Ore 't r1 ta1n re-~t!t .... e 

al. international oom.panionahip with 'e:r, he will b 
driven to se fr1e 7 and pro~itable as 001 t1on 
else h ir-e. 

R · att'Qlly •u tt d 
J ._ Hamil ton.,. 

Ol1 O~t obe 18 • . almerston repl.ied that ea Brl taln 

r ady to negot1ate the desired t-reaty if Texas , uld 

sl ve-tred treaty g1vi to t · 1tain the ri ht 

ot search. & lton stated his approval of th~ r1t..1sh pro

PO: al on October 22 end t e tree.ti.as .soc toU ed . h 
' 

tir • si ed o l' ....... ,.-ber 14,. was a reaty c,t eo= re 

t1on Containing angel!lents RelatiTe to the ubll k De t .• 
In 1 Texaa a e4 to as one m1111on poun . ot the 



11;Ppar:entl7 Pr:1mrBtt'!n ~llevea, tilat thel!e en::i.rtett 

it1~tHiie.:te dttr~r ot an itmer:ter~ ~tn.e1D.t:i.on of ~~es!' 'l'he1tet 



, eimed ppear • had spent · · large pvt of the ye~ o:t 

1 39 in Texas end had an extensive m oledge o~ the n ~t te,. 

His boo .. attl:'aoted consldera l~ ttant!on :ln Londo " t 

~ u tlJ. , a4:tuto.ge to G t B.rt ta1a of the independe.ne. ot 

Tew on 'tthe b sis ot national po 

G?' a Brit 1n ould e:xte d rel.atio.ns and check .. riean X• 

an ion. nn.eey ass~ted that anti- inve.ry entine-n't in. th 

United States was not. the only hi.nd.raul)-e to 1 erie-a.n am:J.ex

atio I ut that t:b.e hi -tariff f.a~tio 1ll the . orth op ee4. 

1t,. e as hers ,r ould ha,, to tldopt tree tr 

and might heeome • 1n t ha d ,rt ..bngl.an , n 

down the proteot.1 ve po11oy ot .tm1e2!'1c: ~ 

r1n.clp1 s. 

pon to 'bre 

'" nned1 ottered his services tor h turth l""ance o.t 

Britiah interests in Tox sand 

sent to Texas in an Ull-o-tfioial capacity. 

lt.h:ougb K nnedy a nt to e sin an un-o.ttici l 

ua city and apparently f:o;,: the sole purpose of securing u 

. tul int elt at 

Austin ;:; a re r ent i ot the Br1 tish govel!llme;n and ux-ge.4 

tion,, hes 

policy 011 the exan. oTel11Dlen • · ieh he aid . 111.d ~ 

s nctioned by l>erd.oen. Du.ri 

the sla: &;o<tr de t.reaty rm& ~atifie • end he cl · ed muoh 

ered1t tor hav1 .. , brought thitt alX>. t.. In his letter or 
· ;pril 20 wo vaunted his 1ntl:uenee ill th: arti.ng an 

ll 
annexation scheme in Te as: 



I do not think I ~rroga~e too mu;e!:i t;~ ~self: bl 
sayil,lr3 tl1i1t the eond1den.ee repesed !.ii 111e by tn.e aov,er,n .. 
ment talui peeple o,f TexaeJ Jt',&terlall.y ~01ttrlbute4 te 
alla'f th'lrt. ~.xaitement la f~v:or of an 11-nme,!e;te annexation 
t~ tho Vni ted t;1tate-e. •· .· .. * .1 obtai,noo at &ll events,, a 
m.tepeasic,n of thee qt1estion . until. tl1~ e.ispo~1t:b,n. e,f: 
Gr~t bita1n could be known,., 

t'nd,tr Palm~eton,, Gretl!.ft :ir1ta1• favored an .. bidepena• t 

?~e, optmJ:y. $ltd o<JoasionallJ' ,at sm!le ~isk to ~~1alt""' 

iciexioan rele:tione.. .ilhwartle•,. on tlua o.t!a;el* h.im4.1 •as mtQ,h 

more ea:uttons. He ha4 ~. €l"'~ter br$li<'~t .tn the i11ba~ent 

.strengtb. cf ~exi"o a11.€t a. c911vtction that Br1 tislt iut,1;~,estm 

1eere :eonservcd vmere e, r-~.inv!fJortr:..t~d LiI~J:1c,l' ao:uld 

mini::3t~ tn Lie:rlco., who was. tilwaya: earetul t.o reflect the 

att1 tude oi" his St>'Vlii~n 't at h11m..e • 

!P.il"ing PS;aer,~ton•s eondiitrt of the Fore!gll Ott1c~, Patt•'"'"' 

hs:m had beea sn ~;dent ~li eve!' 1.n . the futu:re ot rzexns ruitl. h~ 

wa$ dec.f.,dedl.J' l.aoki~~ 1n eentliene8 in. ttie tileJtiiit$. ~oveJtllm$l'.d.ic. 

:at.1:t 1:n. 1342 Great Br1ta1~' s :p1•eesttr'e tq)Ott '.M$:,d~ 't-0. !llitt~$ 

J:ier to recosnitae ·itex~a be<tmmce more ~entle~ 

rue :tr.u!l1~~1<;1.n cf i\berdeeu to s~ce14z1,then '.\1Je-xtco :r~tk~~ 

thGtl T~xas eont1n.~;e4 uttl a:ft.er tb,e I/1ebster•l~~bibu:rt(}n t~e~tJ\~ 

A1tEl1:-d~en. hll'tl hop~~ tlia:t.. all :mstte:1!'$ <Jt diep~ta 111th tne 'mlited 

5\at.~ would 'be ~et.tled 'ftltb th$ [Jebs.t~-AshbUtQ~ treatJ. 

f~ the t:r~atw f;51,1lei to a(l, this., .itb~~ee:o. "i:Yas m.ol"'e l"~if 

tfl!J be<»zP.a aO't:ive in preYent!n~ .~1.me1.tatlon $d ttl $.ld 1n the 

este,bliahraent <at a p~v,;er:ful end i:ndepe:ndeut g,iexs.n a:t~te'* 



~J•e 

t.1f1 anii 

can · 

ef . :y dupl1.o1 ty ! , 

1Dlf 

h llJ· 
15 

ea ed:; 

the Um. · 

eotion 

1 

ot snnexe:t!o Int ' 

u1 no s.si t her in enr. cou ·e t. in wh1 :b 

.__t te : 



rfhase let:tere to itid.in:~on,) thOUi:!,h oo,1rittnll1' 11et'l'sonel . lct't.~$ 

\<tez,e d,evoted to ~gtng a deflnite plan of' e~m];,a.ifrt ia 11e~s.. 

,If .. ,.Ji!,"". ,,n. '"".' .-n .. · ··-.·.·' ·. ~V-Jf'~~ 
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lUUi:ot· eone14•r~tl the ~~n:g el~:nt !n. the prodmU\8 

s:tate to be tlte inatltu:tio:n, of .slavery., flis pla bo'~e •*PMUl.• 

ly upon t~..e ~inotriott ot slave:17., el14 eomb!:ned w1tl1 th• ph11* 

~tropic mwa$ure• e~a!n ~e:e:t pnotdeal a~tagee, ·tJla:t 

nti~t, be .fflM)tWed t~l?' lb,i~i$Il · e~ee. :m.s ta•tastlu .sfhe~ 

<ffli)hasrized th• ~N1al adviuiteges to: G:re:a:t -!tam t?J.a:t 

'•uld · resul:t b~ .. the ee:t.a~l1~1 ot· a p(tw:e'ftul ma ill• · 

depeaden't. TeJQ1&., M~ :pietu;nd s etate 1.vith P·~-~cUy u• 
tre..d$ whi.<Jh would prcbtlbly· be J"11ned by the ~e:r.n an« 

~th,,...ea,sterll perts ·ta'· 1~x1co:. '&ese p,er'bs of ~x1eo ~4 

soon tin:d. it to ttte!r bltaest;s ie j'(!in a ·state toun.del 

Upon such pria~ip,1etl1 o*' at. lea$t <M'.insvain theb' <>Wl1. @11V•~ 

ment ato the adop$-1(;)U of an eq,uaU,- l!bec~ scheme ·(1/ 
15 

comm~oid poliq ,<f 

Ellicrt b$l1evad that hia ideas co'Uld be e~.•4 out by 

tue, use .Gf ~Y to Cffl!.P••te the slaYQho14eit in !£1.tms., 

but h• stat,e<l that t11ia Ws$ bUt his private· :plan, ed ~t 

0£:fioially onA pllbllc.ly he would (1-_f cO'Ul'e.e ~e the gro'Wld 

the t VJ!iile Grea.t !m-i tdn abhorred' the inst!tu.tton. of $la~ 

tor herselt·, ah~ b:~d no 4esire ~ lnt~rte~ m.th it. !Ji ·0th(i¢' 

O()'Wl'tc?'i~s.~ 

Jitst Whti't. know.le~ end i:nt~est Fl~u bad 1.n this 

soaeme 1s not~. But 1n l.i~t ot tlt~ hlt'til~ate relations 

&xisti.ns b-&twHa Elliot ai Eou.f!~ i't ~· :reaeoa•ble to 

suppose th.at £l.l.1,0t b.a<l aiecus&$1 'the p.laa, \tlth lious.tm. 
·-v~·-·-.~~~---...'*_MT_! ___ f~te·-,,-·-·-·m:-·~·---!-.. ... ~-·-··-1----.-·-·-··.._.._] ___ f __ .,___r . 

.;1.S.. A~, .QI.• . 92.3,. lh • ... ~ 



· !ous tnterp tatio11a h ve bee ven of Ho 1ioll."

eh1.ft.1n oltey. · irost istori s &11eve t -at atter t e 

reJeet1on T the Unit St tes ot o _ ton' 8 reu 4 over ure 
I 

tor anaen ion in 1841 and l.842 he detinit·oly dr pped the le 

tor ann tio . and e ber ed u:pon ta poll y :ta · ch Texas shoul. 

as a sup llant. Th h1stor1.cel 1n:ter oe 

1 t th ed h e tlon or 1nte:t-rerenee by 

frighten th Unite state and t the se.m ti e u.-ged ~l.an4 

to intert r to for e · ex1oo to pe.e.ee. 

On lenua17 24,183, Hou ton wrot~ to l1ot a?ld w:.-ge<l 
16 

o make eace. Re sa:1 :. 

re 1& a aubJ et no ot1n 1n fexa 1oh 1t . 
e · to me wUJ. ppeal 4iX" ctly to Her e ·t71 s - r-a-
eut~ I that ot annexation to the United s te _. 

ot our jemr ls are mueh int ~or ot t e sure. 
I t1 4 fr the unoertitud of our slt\ltltio t-h t nill 
tent a ot thos who eonnrse itb ere 1n t VOl:' ot th 

as e on the ground th t it Will. give us p e .. 
this pint ot ou:r t1on exist ne X tel well t1a£1e4 

at ana ha the po r to rule. 

1le- f'urth r sertad that 8lUl xat1on ul.4 oon e the polio 
1'1 

ot bo pol1t1ca1 r 1es 1n t e United State~: 

xatio 1 o be · question with th pol.1t,1.cal 
p ie in the untted States. own op1nl 1 that 

oth parties lfill a4vocs. the nolicy. o def t th1 -
pol.le it 1 olll.7 necessary tor Lord Aberdeen to s to 

Anna .. Sir• x1 co - ust · · oo 1ze tb e inde on e · e 
of Texas ." 

ni.en thee d of Uaroh bro t no reply to his l.et."t rs 

cvooati l1Y British cempaiga iJl the att i~s ot Texas, 

Elliot to nous elect, 4 to hitt the et 

16. f tq• ifiem. i~ Cit · • jli. p. Iia!,.. 

17. Ib14~ 



ur t b 't p 8 

S • Jf..l.l ot le ed t: 

ed to --...... ~ ......... 

1 '1 

1 ,. 

'l' e e.n no 

1 • 



~fii~~,ws.t. Qi° tlle. i1tfere11c•~ .. sttU (t:itist!ne beti•&n, 
Mexico ~4 T~us, et lducl\ th~y · .~ mtt® l~~, tll:ti 
Go1:;.tinuanc,e* · · 

lfl'lu~ it t.l~~ tliat Ab,&~decn ttae Ztot w~~ m:teh i."i;rres

by the, I~b1.t$0ll.. acbe.?ne i:l'1i \hnt the f~it1$t'a e~•te 1:n flli•s . 

end ltex:ioo ~ded in. tlae ne~t1;at1.tm.:$ rathel" l:'el.•t&ntly. 

Doyle ttQ'tE:i u the matte~ ~e:th$~ a:s an ~~.Alt f:eir ~ta. iw~ 

tha s Dr!t-1M diplerna't... He tte!t.'1~r •ol'i~n~tea aoJ;' ~s~d. ~ 

plan. 

s·l.'1era.ole tistti:t-ba:r1ce ~. f£ro1.1ae.o. a.~;.et~rrt ·t:0~ .. 1¥~1,la.ttd .• 

la I~' furt'.h~~ $'tl~p1;ciow,. were ~tu..%)i tb~~ ~.;<0.rt~ 

¢Qrrnn~ troll.i :to:ntt.~11~ ln ~~~t :.trj()ltlt:h a :co21!rd.ttet~, e:t: ~~an$ ~i 

~1 t!!ln to Aoordeen tl1~i:t ~eat 1;1~1.ta!.n. &h:ould ad"'$t!~~ ~ l~~ 

tQ 'fe,~ ·to. be 8'.pp.liea to the :P~Q~s, aad ~~n~.l;,t:ttt:tl1en Qf 

Te-an survss:.~ 

libe.-rltet» :tntoaed the ~dttetl t~t. 11" th~ ,St.a'te ot 

Tees ehcmld co:nte~ atb'e ~.u¢ipat~:to». ,o~ all . .,.%'$OU 

Wi~:d:n lt$ teni.~ry a:a4 makfa the A~$i®. ,,~~Gt~. 

inevoee.'ble,,. 11~:t JirQ.jeet:ztts Qov.emg,,ent;· WG\tlil ~tlt ~1 t&. :i»etts: 

t..11.e: eirCU1l"..ston~.e$ ttpo11 the .~tfns1dm:att.,n of th·e f.t~Qet 



f;9vti~ent ae e tdiro~ adcriti0sno.l I"aa(.:tOll f:fJr ~- ' .. . 

1\berd.e·ecn/Js. !'n$truet1ou to Doy,ltl,,. ol'i: i'tll:t l'l ~' l~~,, 

4f.U.reete.d htt:1 t:o ~~; the ri•ie~n ao·~llttetit tti tlltive the 

rj\>\'[~~~,,i..,t f!il!'ls 
~+Wt~~ ~~J-,.,~~ 
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th ~1t1eh gov~e.nt t abol!sh 14· eey A"'11•1''P'lrlllltH11•-,.; 

th t 1'ts e.bolitio' ill Tea&· 
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Gd denials t 

i an S!USpiC 

Do7l on Julr 311: 

cure ill 

basi or 
it!ah p 11 . • 
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roundabou f'-ashion 

s evldentl.l an 

at Ell.1<> · 4: te 

h-e re Joie~ to till in th t e rob bl i,enlJ.a · tioa\ ot 

his dre 

to acknowledge th 1 d 

eing bro .. t an would qld restilt 

ot sl vesry. e al.so s:~ 1'S 4 th gr-e t ~ 11 to £l!M.t~t¥14; 

U the rineipl.e ot tr labor o . • e-atabl!shed h . · ... 
With the opportuntt :t . ev!- labo fro• eu, o an 
b7 1 ·· tioa. t,:o o her quut&.rs. and the 1 creasing 
au»1Y and lmp:roYeDlellt t the ta.pl• t1"0 India• ther 

uld T-e'J!T a:oon be an end o·t tbe l"emun.orattYe pt'o · ;UC\lo 
of cot oll y lae 1abor int e On!ted ta es_. 



I trturt t,l1t1t I!ex!eo wlll tTu,e 't<:; th~ gl"®!i~~ ·~{;!'lUS~ 
of hllt!@ity ~nd to Xt,aelt, on thia tnet:'lentcrtie o<.1Ue$1'~ll. 
:il11:1e m.1;~1""e ~nrtO'Wlee:m.,'i'.nt ot: their· j;u£')t ~na. h9no1;iattle cl.etel"• 
:.:11insti0:11. tlist ~ lfU1d l\!>..lCll we:a: tl'ee wt~r' the1~ l'.'u.le 
ahoti1d lli.)t be tiu~ied int,o a Dei1 .p:'£' .al.e:Vfri;',1 i"lJl' o~r.i.
venience ,;~f },'H)i1 $)l1~ . }!OS:tl&md,ne ·. Sueb,. ~O;p~tf ill tllEi .· 
e::.:h.tru:eterl f1lave ::3tiit-0f, ~f tltt) !~01~tJ1 I~t1.et"'!c,nt1 '/ll:1lon ,1ould 
Qf 1t$eli: be a very . rts:nt step te·1mQ:dSc .. t!ie establ,iell~ 
r.n_ent St>:e1.1.~i ty or a dn€' tltt'.eiful tteight oi" lt~::!cll) 
in the. ei'tail"s ot tl-;.,1.S Co11tinent. ~)JJ~.y litnre but to si~t:1 
trm.t 'tbe S:i:.ne 't:ufl Mll OOD.d:ltions of 1~he -«CeknOWl£t~~t ot 
~exas by 111$x1eo ~e a~ei led anti\ . rovaa xnea$tu:'ea fo'lf tl!:e 
~1.:1_rly ~a-11d flnn1 ditie~:pet-1;l1tttrtee ot · ..... er•y h~Jte,: ant! fax·•l 
Qdherence to 'bhe deela,~~tio~ of L1eneG that. tlie. :L:n. ·end~~ 

reeogr:cl;Zt'l'C . t);~1d~;rc:tood to he eou<):pl.e.te), . r:i'itd.lrxt 
!l'e~u B,. s~J)e~ate .nation.,. triut of ntln ..... etf'~.t.· m the •~:a• 
that it should wn,;;ex lt$r;ilf' ;te> any o'ther eount:,,;>y ~ id,tlrout 
the ~~nsent f;J:tt 1rn~2:>ic0c~ 

dia»ii.ie:ti from. ~~,w.:~ ~-t, at flaa~....in~:bOOt, Ven ~ti gtvi:n~ 

o,.ltline ost an .. tJff(tJ1t by· tu.~ tm!t..ed E\t~te/$ to ~•e~ i:e,..,.,. 

tJiat 11~ t~o~ ·tieuJ..ii spee:\U.ly ~ec&gdize the 1naependenee of 

Texas t.,,,:o Utd.t~d i;;,taie~ ~t·:rea;- Wtmld be ieelitneit~., ··:SOU$ton 

""·-·· ·.·.. i.r .•. ·'i,.,, .•. ·_,.·.•. ""·. + ..... 1i~.~.·., ......... · ...... ·. ,..·¥·•.·.. ~ · .;. ~ · uil) "44,4.;;J> ~ .. :-= - ""'·~ :ta ~e,l;':y.fii,:.t.l".:c. 

a; .1o-· - U_b<·" . , l~ -- _·.L b J R_{Sl:I. -~*it 



:clear oon.sti tut.io!IAl Jol'-1 ty 1'a.vored the sea ~u:,~; 

no ston de~ed . et be.tor ent01'1ns into· .negot1 tioli-$ . the 

t1ni tea States pl.ace toreea near the -eXJ c border tU1d 1n th 

· t' so as o be !n a: position to renller aid 1n QWJe of' 

attack from .Uex1eo. These tel'm» tG r'e:tuse by ler 'but 

brfnB Pr sldM 'fyl.e.tJ*'a me aee· 'to ~ a· • l: . which had 

b$· outlined n MU oy rrt nnnexat1on d e hi t of i t:!sb. 

intert'oranee h ~ had 'been ~ - to tli.e attQnt1oil M" 
&'l 

henoh f!J!I ~ti 
? 1 tru:e that no reet mention 1s: them tt> de 

eitool' o:t Orea:t 'Britain 01: W: ;.:·:r~;. and t, is iuso 
t e, t ~ in not1olng the posn1bili ty· at inte'?'f'eren.e:e 
on. the part or o~ grea:t · d :po· ·rtu1 Lia:t!onu. i the. 
a fair ot the ncighbour-J.ne publJ.:cs* the Pr 1!1oent 
app ar-s to have ·l.luded sol-e-ly to ··.eat D:rite.in. .. t th 
s · e t1 e, it is sutticiently evident. that the t-u.tu.r 
ennex ti® o!' T,eczas to ·c.lle Un1 tc4 Ztat.es 1$' oontemp4·lte4 
t,y tthe P:re ... ldent nnd eoa~tderUtg that Franco · s iell s 
Greut Britltln has ~ee-o¢zcd the indepelldence 01' Traasat 
nd en:tel"e4 1nt.o a ~aty With ~ , epublle,, and that 

the illt~esta ot tho tm count.ri s in th.c..t: part: of · =lea• 
re~ ln all ~cts. the s ·er· 3$ t.y's Gov~~ 

pr-e~ that th.e Goverm.tcnt o:t F~c wou.l not any 
more than th .... t of' Great lirl tain look 11:th 1ll41t1'~ 
u.pon Wl.1' mee,.,u.re. by ¥ft,;iiflh T as :rn.o.uld c ee to t 

a ~te and ind~enlettt St t-e+ 

26 ....!m• §a~~ ,Dge .. ~ •• a4i. 28° Cong~~·-p. 47. '"' 

WI. ..o. Te2ael' 20. Oit·e« b7 dams,- · .. ,cit., p. lt:e. 



I nav& to detd.t"'~ tl:i;a;t Y.E. Will aaceJrttdl1 tr011 ~1. 
G'td.:$0t whetli:e:r tll,Q vf.etr.rs . ot Bis ~J'&.atyt a ~ve.ttnw.eu.t on 
this eubject are 6halt$d by the. .~ove~mi1~t (t~ Frenee; limti, 
it e& irou iftll Plt~:Pt>ff tl1st tl1~ re$entat1ves of tae 
t\vo. ~:rnme:nte a.t U~!tbln~ .. .. . . .n. ~a·s,, ~l1Qll1'1 be 
i.n~tnete<l tp ho'ld t11e same l~~~~~ t.ing a.ll 
1nterf~en<;e on. .tlie part of the trrii.t _ in the· 
e.ttai~~ of Tena. or t.he adoption of ~ m•astth lead• 
1~ .to th~ de:n:trile't1on ot the .. $epal:;nte eat1etenoe or that 
tits:t~rt:. ~t the ·~~ 'tc1•,. Wt~g the ilexian. Oovt.-. not t~ 
f~sh tJ1e t1n1te4 ~1'tates ·ltd. th ~Y Just C$Use or ct>tnple;int.,, 
'311'1 encova~ them $~ look ·to the »:resenatloa t;')f thelr 
independe.r.u:e, ~S" .. the b-efrt se.c,n~tty f'or ·t."'te ultil:iJste p:t11os"'"' 
perit7"' beth ~oli.t!oal and e~zmiereiil1 •.. 

bley·"'a :fepl1r t'1 tlie ;£"bt)·ve lffi;s 1Mr1tt.en. en J;U1U$'r".I 1~ .• 

~ie dea:th. .\'}{' lJpS;lmi.~ bro1Jf~t Qalnoun. in:to Uie office of 

Gao.t"etory of t'l't&:t-e Qll. A;~ril 1,,, :ae .1~'7:ediately be~ 'te p~ 

lloted th~t tlle ~ir~®sil)lellf tems <Of Boaston•m: in$'trnetloo$ 

W(':~e o:o:mplled with by Q:aLha:un., 'i~o tf:,es.ty ·we.a st~,« ~~ 

1~111:"il 22~ Qii ~p:,:11 lil Oalh~s ad~e~ed "' x~ply tr> .::~*e~ 

h$ ,n)sa~ti.ns .tlb~~1•$ deap-atqli of D"~bt11r 14* 1843,. .In 
2-9 

thiffl doe;patcch Aberd:e$D. d~el~re4; 

;• • * that . f'.~e!$,t B~ltain derd.7e3'.. ana 1~ ·oonsta'tly 
~~ertinr'.5 bo:r~~f' ~ procure., the ge1t1.:ersal aoolition 01' 
slaveey t11~o~Jl. out tl1st>1 WQJ;l.d:ti X:JO.t t.ue ~an~ Wlii~b.. ~.e 



mail::e th at ala ~ OJl 0-r the cotlti.Uons ot 

by 1JIU1oo · z Texan ep . . a _at 

•-the t:7• 

d t 

Calhoa c _ not. 

1 tl s a:. -['11.nn~ a eat. illC'eu - .. -~s. bl1n4Ms ·• 

t7 • ln the t•a ah 4 
-, -



a l · · ea a ·er1; 1'1hi·cll ·e >-' · th• co cl · 1 at ao 

fax' as the Ua1te4 St•le · . s cone netl the nt,1- p lioy ot 
. 3l 

~moi;pa-tta wou1 be ther td.M nor hwna.ne., 

flt • erae-•e letter. late de4 to 41 ffri- .Al!lerio · 

al~icm ~ro the :ec e4 p tor ·-rexaa mie%at!cn. wee 
tion. 

t Ce.lb un•,s bol4 t<1 t With.. 

expee~d. l.-ea'Ql.t-s . uatortuna-te).y' tor Ilia he had ,.-e·r111~1ta 

hi · e · an4 th peopl · 'Nl' not ready to aubsonbe to his 

bro d t• of th.e n ad tor alaYer, mo tor Texas. lie 

w t t tar tmt ll1a co.ua·. . b.e aagerd herd! ., 

the . 4 Ot' cl HS01Vet O oe:l.J.ect 11 

h1 roro.e · sd t p · t into 41 :ii . e-rat1 hi plan to 

p~ent exati ot Teas. at a 

l,ondon. 

· au:toan Hpnsa t:!ve at 

acwm 1 d1 tes t we.a n14: 

•• •. §ei... l)o • 1o. m: lh- oo. 
32. au· , M'.9!:cat,!oa .a£ ma. »• 387. 



p rt eU,, a~l 1f1 t would . t.ter little · mgl · 
eh r ~ e · oa.n Go rnment, should be willing ·\o 

4rop this question or not, and that, ahould. it aeoe••d'J':• 
he would go to the leet utr t7 in. upport 0-t hQ 

oppeeltion to the annexation; but that tor thi purpo• 
1 t _ fJ ssent1al that e:dco be 41 sposed to -aclcno1rl.:e4g 
· in4epen4ence ot i'U •• because o~herWi_ & 

t 1n policy -twe.eD hcer d · • •oul4 be 1.mpo.o1bl.e. 

It Will e een from tbis . oramt t tc all l .eea or: 

. d that Ab deen h 4 

eu· - to i.-even.~, the e.nnexa.Uon ot ~ s. 

> berdeell proposed to .n.w~u. 

d e-xloo, 8114 wit-h the 'Cl11 d Stetes 1f th 11:dt-ed Stat • 

_ d gree, were to et;tle boUD.4arl. s •t Te 

tts tndep .den:ce. such an eemct 10,tud h _ 1 vol' ea -
not to pe 1 t h•r•lt r -to n the p~g ot 

xed to- the 1 te State • 

i£ore Abe.rdeen plan tor prev t.iag ennentio eoul 

be oarrie out con41t10Jls erase in Men.co. th United States. 

u-4 ranQ,,, ~peet1-.rel,-, hieh c use.a the abondo: ent o~ 

th& plan.. 

r; xi eo - ould have b · 

0$8 . t this 1 • the spult in 

oquie-s en.t~ In te 4-. it \Pia · deo14 ..... 

l.7 lli rent., Bankhead,. th British _ 1stel"- to •• 

w o.bl geA to rep~rt t t , co-, inst,e&d or ao.kn&W'l.e.qi 

an ilidependeno was preparing to renew war 1'h1s woui 

probab17 have •ant wai- wit.h .n1 et\ sute an tor-clbl 

_ex 1 



tor annexetlon ot Texas. 

that th! 414 t ean tinal. -disposal ot the q_ues 1c , t ,or 

o. June ll, 'Jyler o ~11.n.ed a plan ot soouring amiaxatiOli. by 

t re olut1an ot both h-ou.ses of congres • Tb 

renclt w.nistere in Washi · ton 1n:tre w11tchi,ng olosel:y • 

t nd of ev-011ts 1n the United St e and often cont r:.-x•e& 

w1 b. each th~ on the aat:ter- so that their re:po1:ts o th .tr 

Pakeah · e le~ter or Jiuie 27 shoo 
33 

the. lren4th an¢ Br1 iah minister••:: 

It. 1s soarcel::, . easery tor ua to remark that-. by
the rejection ,ot the l.ate T'.rea · tru, que•t1-on af' tho ~ 
ll$x,atiou ot Tena Dl'f&et. n t e oons!den as 41.apoaect ot. 
on the contrary it · st be looked upo as the question 
which at this · t et engagea the a~tenUon ot the 
Amerlcm1 People an4 wh1eh ldU roria one or- the most 

rom.biea't SubJe•t.• ot '.tloa. d exoitaen;t dur!»g 
th~ pproach1 · · eleet1oJJ. to . tb.e PreeideDCT• ln ~ ot 1 

:y be said th t. both quest1ou will be k-1e4 'ton• and 
the ·e t1-: that 1s to say• 1:f the te ling in taYW 
ot 8l1Uexat1oa •houl.4 pre4:om1nate, • Polk, o etal148 
upon tha't inte-reat.. BJld wh hu ·0"1'er the support; o'f' 
the emocratio- pany uaep·t whe~e ant1-annn:a'tloa 'te · 
1~ may operat-e agi:d.ast him. Will. be elect 

U happll7 th& party oppoaed to 8mlex&ti:en should 
prevail• ,Mr. Clay, Who, has taken 4 st!lD.d 1:.o. opposition 
to that measure, w111 be the lnSlt 1 Wh1eb ,. al'tho 
the proJect must not even the be thought o-f a.e a..._·_..,--. 
etl or 4-ei'eat.41 tb.el"e wcndd at least be a prospect or 
tts being dieeussed with the o-al:mneaa @a ~ J 
requtre« by 1 ta import "• an4 bf the interea't whl · 
oth~r powers are Just]J enti~le to take in it. 

· Aet)Or,4:1.ng to 'th1 · view ot ~e quee-t1on it se t.o 
,a. Ey Lord,. that the Oorls« ct EneJ.Elllo. an France aw 
o erytb1ng to gain bJ" the a ceaus or • Clay, and •coc.rtt• 
ingly the.t Whe. tever might 1n. fUlJ' way untavourabl.y att t 
h1B proepeets ought by ~ll meen to be ~voide. 





undert.ake untt d , the ·· anno,m.oement of such an 1ntenti<m 
;1ould. b.e me, bere by meaaurea . of the mo t ext~me re,1 -
tan.Ce• . d. 1 in ~ a:tever way the project ay be amtoua&K 
ere, I need soare~ly' add that it will fo a c.r1s1 t 

the "tfbmoet delic:ae,- n our l"ela.1i ons w '"';h ·this Co 

The effeo:t of' this lettQr on ber e ~ wn in h!-8 
ti4 

4espatch to Q ley, Jh-1.ti.sh · n1 ter 1st 

... Pakennamt·a Despa~oh s '.furnish nch groun tor 
serious ~e,rl e4t.ion. It epp~a .frO!li the.n t t bo he 
and his .Fremoh ooue e are eoidedly of opiui<m 'tha 
any ostensible 1n'te.rt ra oe a'b this n o: the .· 
of Foreign. Govts .tt and aspeeislly the ~l · Oort. , ta 
the TeX'ian atu:lexation Q.Ue tiou, ao f trom advano1ag 
the objeot bf en. we h ve in new, namely t e pr&Tention 
ot the 1ueorporat1on 11t 'lexe.s With e U.n1 ~ St te•• 

ul4 dil'eot1y tend to di r~ t t ob.Teet by thm · ng 
dditional. wetgh' into· th., ec.a.l 0£ ·• ~ ar • 

Polk. the EllmeX&t ion cendi ate ror th~ siden.cy an 
proportio~y dJ:m1nish1ng Cle.y• s oh es ot ee•1• 
to the Pres1 4ent1al. Ch , 

R.. • Govt.. t e:L truit 1 s 1 · t th: i,neerd, momeat 
n ·'tt.l'Y important .eone1Ac-at1 ; Md they - e oonsequenUy 
Us sea ·t;o «.rer • at 1 event· until. a ~e fittillg 
season. the execution ot their proje.c te m64.eure or c · -
in&d nterposttion with o 4 T xas wd t · tro 

tiers ot exico b7 Gl"9 rt X-it :_d Prence,. 

lt s reasollJ blo to supp 

don the pl.an ot jo!llt interv ·ntion 0 

vent a l.Q . ot' dignity by a thd.re. 

e had origitlal.ly .ooneeived, ·ne · oet~lY art t 1 

op en for . reneh ·Wi hdltawnl . Shoul" l'ElllCe dee.line to 

e.any out her sh.are .1n the original pro.gr , as. ul.4 un

. oubtealy hal)r, en ter th T ceipt ot th in truction to 

C .ley ,. 1 t oould ee.s117 be .eaid that the de :el"'t_ien of ran e 

h d c ed the failur•~ 



6 

Leta eUe"N,s "'7there is, no e.vide c h t .:ng' . 4 1a,-

ten4ed to abandon the plan . w He says that most ot the 'fi• 

:d:ene on the subjeot leads to the oonclu 1011 

withdrawal was direo~1i5:res:poJ.1Slble ~or the broakooa ot 

plan tor Joint aet!o.n.. Re point-a to the out,cry ot FrenOh 

ubllo op-inion, the oppos-1 ti<ffl or e Franoh Gb.alrlbel" o~ 

utie an ot the ~esa, ~o e.onve~ ~tio sot 

Uippo 

,t id 41ecla , . 

to aet· 0-t' lto .t t11ty t ro,rd th Utllted States . t ~~ 

1 British In:~e£!§tS an . ~<:-~i!l~ig ,!a .r;exa~ p .1: t o\lt the 

th e conver t.1ons oo,cu:rred "e.rdeen ha'd trQ..A1o1;:a;ww,.» 

hbnham' e note to Coltley · d after Co ey had tt~,rte on 

July 22, 1.844 tha-1; 2»t s qui t.e vd.U!n to postpone 

eo1s1on upo the tt~r. 

• 

Fvth r pr~ o~ 'ngl.ish With . awal fro t e joint 

act1oa be'ff.'Jre the English goTerinnent he.d any &.net retuael. 

fro Frano& ts found in· , eri:een1 s 1nstwo-t1ou to Bankheaa._ 

the Sr1t1sh mini ter .to exieo 

In. September, ber-a..n raoe1 &ft tram Bankhud a desi,a 

Wl"itten on June ~. ts.ting that ante. :Anna proposed ·to 

tt ek 

Abel"de.». replied at 01'0$ an4 !natzneted Banldlead to make 

kaown to o:tco that !t exioo invaded exas and. be.a e 111• 

!S. 'tit_._ .!a• elt. P• D3. 



fO 

,·..-l'Ve4 .tn. $. ~--.. wit!i the_ tf!Ute4 atat·•j. ~hf.\ ... 't ·not·· e:qui¢t ·,. 
. . . . . 

-14 fl:'onl ~~t •t'tG1n.. B~nlaee,d;•s dettpa1i,®' hai - ~'.ri•iea 
:_ ... 

· ,&A. 4-1"' · 1,n,i._"'?l·+:· .. 4- 't,li:'> . ~,.,..._'1!1,lh·.- «>.r.>:A t..,..._ ~ .., :ii~. . ~- .· ·y.1:~~! 'I:~ . 
'PM. 1taG. ,;+11,JQ,M!'\i> ""' .-~e ~·•;r.1o,1·,,1c1.!i!I·"~~ ~,_.. ~v. ~a,t..~•-- -~e ~-~ .. · ' ' -· . . ... ·. . 

. . . 

loft~t ~Gy -~• ••t:· •t~ «mt~ '!e~-- ~ ~n ·1t~s ~ 

iepen4,,nuie.n · Al>e~t,a ·note. qain· ott.·;~ft.ill •~---Jl•ti-o. 
. ~ . ' ., ·. . .,. . 

- - .. ,. • • • • .-'. • • ••• - - ,<:f ••• - • ••• • - •• • ••· • -~-. _--•• _·_. -. • _·._:·. • 

11117.,. lt$ s:'114 t11-at . !1le:t'.ta · :bns.1:S Jlal).. to n\D*l_ ~- ·OD · ~-

ha WhoU1 -~Se<i. ~ tk& Wu 01t· ~lhh~!re»a att1oa.,· ·

the ''JW7 . ~d-- or .Gy --- D~tJ .. t -419tea;Ef4, th• 11~$ · 
. . 

or. the -~~~rG®~Xu!.~aa. ca•et, .· h$l1J• tin-a $.atff,.-

wtioaal #~-~tne1i:1~ll ~ea t.fl :-1st--. 
' ' 

It \\':$$ :not· ®'ti.l D'e¢embe.r 2 'that .Cowley :wu. e:t le-&t 

a"t1,e to r"'ptl~t· a d~tU.i.te. deoiiion by Gui~~t.. At th1$ 11• 
~ .· . 

lM> r~rt•«· · ~ Abetdi~• ·· 'that Qtdzot he.ti i!&l,i that l,..4'~f ·. . . . . . . . . 
. .. . . ~ . . . 

Rul:d .Jot.a \id.th ~et ~!.tau ·to··p:reve.at 1.-iaitnn flt~-.-
bU.'\ tile.t · tu:r·t.Jlex th~: that she wel.\1-d not .SO-t " . . . - ... 

·· Thie, end4d· tu p1p for Jt.dnt ,guu~•tett ot. ~-an m~ 
' . . . .. . .· . . -· .. . . 

pend~nee . .,,. ,ab~;Aeen, treet_tr@ ou\e,id•-obliJ4tio.n:~, l'ffA$ ..... 
. . . 

Cree to eJm.O~C a ,J101' po1iCcY~-··. 

fb.e new _;propa et:Allce4. t~r ~lish. influ••~ t• SM~ 
. . 

-~.• iltdep,~lltnt~ a~ to p1Bl'~~Jle M~eo to··r,reQpi·z• t:ul 
. . . . . . 

. . . 

!a~f):O.dffWe ~- t.t ·th$ $ff~ tilY'te it e$"fd:tt$'ii th$ · ioY·er_.t 

-to avoiau:ee- ot wtai- '4lt~. tbe Qtd.te-4 {;~tf!tte..a.- at ~.D,. · ®sta~ 

· lffl&~leas·ot·wnt1:th~t- th• ab~&>~-t .Qt.· tlte ~14 ·plM, 
' . ' . 

or Jolat. :tnienant1on· •s :P•• Up \7 Ab-edeell -.,rm1r d · 



l .. 



ch 21. 1845~ th tollow1 doc t w · a.re.a 

b7 . h el 1th. 
3 

· llio't: 

vi ny-, the 'r eh 1n1 ter to Texa ·• 
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· a i~-1.s.nce to ohoose between 

inde:_ptlltZ.t~iice ar:ul Ull:ton wJtli the United st~tes/41 The Te;;1tt~s 

eon.gre~G wiani;;tl!fUs:ly 1-ejeeted tho i,rn:~osed t:reiatty it1tti 

?Z'.e:zd.co, m.nd nhen the Convention ~et er~r1y 0:n July 4, 1~4$,, 

it eoraml tt-ed t1,te:itsm to annexation. '.\hen t:!1e ,iews ree:\elt.fr'1. 

En£!lt&1cl, the whole metter was rega.i·~ed es finally and 

irrevocably settl.ed. 
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1n. n v1r;:y that might be <H)n~lder~d beyond l"eproa.oh.,. r1e tvork• 

ed un·serup-ulou~ly fl..lld succf)~sfUl.ly ·to rouse I<'.fexic,® a:9prehea• 

sions against the :rexe.na t:J.ttl the tlnite-d -Dtates, but t.7Q.e ou't'• 

come. instead of strengthening l!exico and p:revt)»:till£-'t e~ans1on 

of tlie United Sta.-te.s~" Y"1tlS· the ~evolution an<:1 annexfttion of 

Texas, the, f~rlean wnr~ ~JJ.d expansion or the t:bited States 

to the; 1?acit'ic. 

The polie~r ot Canni;ng f$VONd t';:exico but When '8r1tisti 

agent£ called attention to the poss:i'bilitii1s of the n;:ri1 

country oi.' 'l.1exae, Pficlmerst.on looked lnto the matter. He saw 

en 091,ortmd ty to aes1$t a new Ertat• im:i.,ib:tt.ed by :m.en of 

Anglo-S-exon blood; a ne~· stv.te with mich r:el.atsicns t>'o·ttld ·be 

much :nore st1.t1$feetor,y thmt.' with f,tenco. !ie real.11'tu1 -that 

relations wl th the ·United s;tate£t, while !rle.rullJ-. were not 

entb'ely- reliacble :t'tt this ti.trje,. and a: virile fr1endlJ' nation 

to the soutl'l woul,d be valuable to Gre&t Britain,. 

'l'hese consiclet'etions led. to the -~:roll.ton treaties and 

Ptlr.,ierston vms definitely committed to .~. JG11e1 -of' support, 

of Texas -as a ba.:r.rier- to the Un1 ted, St~te.s, -ewn at tlte riiii!k 

of L~it1o-~e:xioun relct:tc-us. 

'lhe du;~ltclty of ?!amilto:n in tbe Sleve.;...Trr1de ~$ty ~d 

the netural oonservat1m. cf Aberde~n led to n ZO()l"e oe:ut;1ous 

support of i 1ems, one. e renevtal of carlle.r :relations Y:.~ith 
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report-~ and • hb l Sm.1th' arr1 nl · in Lon o • be-rdeen modi~ 
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. etion., berd en sted po tpon ent to Guizot d pr .. 
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