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PREFACE 

In an earnest effort to present some acceptable 

service to those who are interested in early American 

History, the writer discovered that he had selected a 

most f asc inating subject. If he has portrayed t he 

chief characters i n such a manner that the reader f1.nds 

them of interest, t hen the Vi~iter will feel that his 

labors have not been in vain. 

The wr1ter takes this opportunity to thank 

Dr. Glenn B. Ha kins, Profensor of His tory , Oklahoma 

Agricultural and echanical College, Still \va.ter , Oklahoma, 

for his careful guidance and ass istance in selecting 

and furnishing lll£lterial for this thesis . Fe wishes also 

to show· appreciation for the courtesies extended by th 

staffs oft.he various libraries where this research has 

been conducted, Oklahoma 1~gricultural and Mechanical 

College , Tulane Univers ity, and Rosenberg LibrarJ of 

Galveston; and to many other persons who have made this 

study possible , he expresses his gratifiontion . 

Truman Yilfred :Mauck 
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THE LAFITTES AlID THEIR ACTIVITIES ON THE LOWER 

MI SSI SSIPPI RIVER AND GULF COAST 

Chapter I 

Blacksmiths Become Outlaws 

Shortly after t he purchase of Louisiana by the United 

States i n 1803, a number of events occurred which made the 

Gulf of Mexico one of the most extensive and profitable 
l 

1 

privateering districts in the New World. First, the war in 

Europe between France and Spain gave the inhabitants of the 

French West Indies a good pretense to prey upon the commerce 

of Spain, since by this time the Spanish Colonial authorities 

were too weak to offer much resistance. Commissions ere 

easily obtained, either by gift or purchase, by the subjects 

of any nation from the French authorities at Martinique. 

At t hat time t here were apparently no scruples against priv

ateering . In f act, many capitalists were willing to invest 

t heir means in suc h an enterprise because of t he big dividends 

frequently paid . Hence, t he privateer, buccaneer, adventurer, 

patriot, and pir ate f locked to t hese insular officia ls to 

procure commissions and use their islands as bases for oper-
2 

ations. 

l 
DeBow's Review of the Southern and iestern St a tes, New 

Orleans-and Washington City, 185~XIX, 147. --
2 
Ibid. Frances Xavier Martin, History of Louisiana, from 

the Earliest Period, New Orleans, 1882, p. 361. 
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Not long after this Columb.ia declared her independence 

and, desperately in need of man power, invited similar 

classes of individuals to her port or Cartagena. These men, 

she reasoned, could be used in helping her to win an inde

pendent status. Commissions, therefore, were forthcoming 
3 

to t he migrants and t he Columbian flag beoa.me t heir colors. 

A little later the occupation or Guadeloupe by t he 

British changed the aspect of t he situation. The privateers 

could no longer return to their bases of operations i n the 

West Indies, nor could they any longer obta in commissions 

which placed the trade on a semi-legal foundation . A new 

haven for t heir operations was forthwith needed; and 
4 

Baretaria appeared a s the most acceptable rendezvous. 

Barataria Bay is situated on the southwest coast of 

Louisiana, about sixty miles from New Orleans. In front of 

t his bay, and separating it from the Gulf of · exico, lies 

an island, called Grand Terre, which is about six miles 

long and three miles wide. Situated as it is at t he 

entrance to t he bay, in which a good harbor was then 

available, fortifications , strategically located on the 

island, could easily guard t he Grea t Pass of Barataria . 

This pass was not only narrow, but shallow as ell, for in 

3 
DeBow' ~ Review, loc. cit. , Martin, .Q.E.. cit. , p. 362. 

4 
Ma jor • Lacarriere Latour, Historica l Memoir of the 

War i n West Florida and Louisiana i n l814-1815,-i5'h!la-
- ""CT - - ---delpn~e, 1816, p . 12 . 



it there were only nine or ten feet of water. From this 

harbor in Barataria Bay communication could be had wit h a 

number of contiguous lakes, lagoons, canals, and streams 

leading to the ississippi or the sea. Surrounding this 

3 

bay were many swamps and forests, which provided an impenetrable 

obstacle to storms, enemies and government officials. In-

deed it offered a most tempting field or operation to the 
5 

"Robin Hoods" of the sea. Here they could restore the 

health or their crews, build depots tor their spoils, and, 

most important of all, the smugglers could take from it 

t heir booty by way or the bayous, canals, lakes, and streams 
0 

to New Orleans. It was a wise individual who selected 

Barataria Bay and the little island of Grand Terre as a 
7 

base for privateering. 

The people of Louisiana and especia lly those of New 

Orleans ere willing to buy the spoils of the smugglers . 

Their contacts with such individuals had extended baok to 

early colonial days. Such trade had never been seriously 

discouraged. During the French occupation of t h e lower 

Mississippi, the uncertainty of supplies from the mother 

country made smuggling a necessity and under t he rigid 

tariff policy of pain it had flourished. At the ti.me of 

the acquisition of Louisiana by the United States, 

5 
Charles Gayaree, History of Louisiana, New Orleans, 1866, 

IV , 304. 
6 
Ibid. Latour, .Q.E• cit ., pp. 13-14; Martin, .Q.E • cit., p . 361 • .,,-
DeBow's Review, XIX, 147, 148. 



smuggling relations had long been established. They had 
8 

become a part of the citizen's established habits. 

4 

There were no scruples, seemingly, against trading with 

smugglers in Louisiana. Governor Claiborne, as late as 

1813, expressed his feeling on this indifferent attitude 

when he wrote: 

•••• I have been at great pains to convince t he people 
of t his state, that smug -ling was a moral offense; 
But i n t his I have only partly succeeded.--There a.re 
Individuals here who, in every other respect, fulfil 
ith exemplary integrity all t he duties devolving 

upon them as Fathers of Families and as Citizens;-
but as regards Smuggling , altho' they may not be 
personally concerned, t hey attach no censure to t hose 
who are.--It is t he influence of education of habit 
of bad example •••• 9 

The exceptionally low priees of smuggled goods had its 

effect upon the amount of the traffic by serving as a 

stimulant. The initial cost of t he articles and the absence 

of duties made it possible for t hem to be sold tar cheaper 

than legitimate goods. Usually there is a friendly relation

ship between a purveyor of cheap goods and the consumer. 

This relationship, plus a ready market, brought about a 

union of merchants and smugglers for the express purpose of 
10 

profit and protection. A planter or trader, who could 

buy slaves in Barataria for 150 or 200 that would cost 

at least 600 in New Orleans, was quite willing to join 

8 
Grace King , New Orleans, The Place and t he People, 

New York, 191F:-pp. 190, 191. ~-~ 
9 
Official Letter Books of • c. C. Claiborne, Dunbar Rowland, 

Jackson, Mississippi, 1917: vl, 301. 
10 

King,~· cit., p. 191. 



11 
the collusion. Because the planter , trader or merchant 

could save money by such trading, universal sentiment was 
12 

in favor of the traffic. 

While the Constitution of the United States prohibited 

t he importation of slaves after 1808, the opening of new 

regions and the price of commodities augmented the demand 

for them. Slaves on the legal market were high; yes, too 

high for many small planters to purchase. For these 

reasons, slaves, which could be obtained by the privateers, 

either direct from Africa or by the capture of Spanish 

slave ships, were brought in and s:,ld in great numbers to 
13 

eager residents. 

When the United States acquired Louisiana, many new 

citizens of French and Spanish stock came under its 

jurisdiction. It is little wonder that these new citizens 

of the United States , who still retained their prejudices 

and foreign customs, should violate the custom laws, 
14 

especially when it was profitable to do so. 

Such was in part the social and economic conditions of 

Louisiana hen tbe Lafitte brothers, Pierre and Jean, came 

11 
Vincent Nolte, Fifty Years in Both Hemispheres, New York, 

1854, p. 189. 
12 

Rowland, .2.P.• cit., II, 238. 
13 

Lyle Saxon, Lafitte the Pirate, New York, 1932, p. 26; 
John R. Spears, Lafitte the ~ .Q.f the Buccaneers, Outing 
Magazine, LVIII, 242-248. 
14 

Henry C. Castellanos, New Orleans!!:!!. it Was , New York, 
1895, p. 305. 

5 



15 
to America. The Lafittes, who were natives of France, 

fitted in well with the French population of Louisiana. 

Jean was born in 1?70, but nothing is known as to the date 

of Pierres' birth. Little is known of their life before 
16 

1808, when they were first noticed in New Orleans, 
17 

except that they were aliens. 

Jean, due to his superior mental and physical being, 

was a natural born leader of men. He was tall , unusually 

strong, handsome, quick witted, and intelligent. He was 

a captivating talker, cunning actor, and an expert with the 
18 

foils. Pierre, though not quite as tall as Jean, was 
~· 

little less deficient than his brother in manly attributes, .· 

6 

except that he was more given to drink and women . These 

natural accomplishments account for their success in dealing 
19 

with their fellow associates. 

Their entrance into Louisiana came by the way of the 

15 
The brothers spelled their name Laffite in their early 

correspondence. Latour, 2.E•· cit. In their later corres
pondence the brothers spelled their name Lafitte . I have 
adopted the spelling used in an original letter written 
July 7, 1819, by Jean Lafitte of Galveston Island, to James 
Long. Latour, .Q.E.• cit . , App. XV. 
16 

The ytory of Jean and Pierre Lafitte, The Pirate- -Patriots, 
· New Or eans,~.-Y:- (Louisiana State Museum, Issued by the 

Cabildo on Dit.) Cited in future~ Story of Jean and Pierre. 
17 

Register VI, Folio 11?, No. 486, (Archives of St . Louis 
Cathedral),--rfew Orleans. 
18 

Story of Jean and Pierre, 2.E · cit., p. 2. 
19 

H. Yoakum, History: of Texas, New York, 1856 , 196; Saxon, 
.QE• cit., pp. 13-15. 



West Indies. New Orleans may have been visited by them as 
20 

early as 1804; but from the scope of their activities in 

1809, it is evident that they must have arrived at a muoh 
21 

earlier date. When their presence became an object or 

concern at that time, they owned and operated a blacksmith 
22 

shop on St, Phillip Street 1n Ne Orleans. Previously 

they had formed connections with some of the smugglers at 

Barataria and now they were serving as their marketing 

7 

agents in Ne Orleans. The blacksmith shop was used as a blind; 

not unlike the methods employed by the bootleggers or our 

prohibition days. 

It was a well known tact, that a purchaser could select 

slaves from the dark-skinned Africans who worked in the 
23 

blacksmith shop. If by chance there were not enough 

slaves in the shop to supply the demand, Jean would assure 

his customer that others would be available presently--in 

fact, as soon as a trip could be made to Barataria. Some

times, however, when the customer was very exacting in his 

demands he was conveyed to the place of hibernation, and 
24 

the "stock" was presented for consideration. Before the 

20 
Rowland, .Q.E.• cit., II, 97. 

21 
Story of Jean ~Pierre, .Q.P.• cit., p. 2. 

22 
DeBow's Review, 1852, XII, 112; Alcee Fortier, History of 

Louisiana, New York, 1904, III, 85, 86. 
23 

Fortier,~· cit., III, 85, 86; Saxon, .212.• cit., p. 6; 
·valter B. Lister":-"Portrait of a Pirate," Amer!oan Mercury, 
New York, VII, 214. 
24 

Saxon, .Q.E.• .£!!., p. 24. 
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year 1809 oame to a close, business was so good that the 

blacksmith shop was no longer adequate to accommodate their 

trade. Expansion of quarters was necessary. Forthwith, 

one was opened on Royal Street, where they displayed linens, 

silks, and other illegal goods not in haroony with the 

coarser goods marketed from their blacksmith shop head

quarters. Ere long the brothers were rich, not only in 

tangible property , but intangible as well, for they possessed 
25 

the friendship of rich planters, merchants, and capitalists. 

Until 1810 Jean and Pierre Lafitte acted only as agents 

of the smugglers. At that time internal discord among the 

smugglers made it necessary for them to make numerous trips 

to Barataria, in order to assist in the pacification of the 
26 

discordant factions. 

The older inhabitants of Barataria were then receiving 

strong competition from the newly arrived privateers , who 

came from the West Indies in such large numbers that the 

population was doubled in that vicinity. The new privateers 

and older smugglers of Barataria had separate interests. 

Consequently, two distinct groups were formed and the two 

factions were soon fighting one another in a fashion similar 

to gang warfare in our larger cities. This struggle led 

to serious destruction and bloodshed, for they attacked 

each others ships while they were out at sea, sank them, and 

25 
Ibid., pp. 16, 17. 

26-
Ibid., p. 31. 



27 
brought in the spoils for sale. 

In October, 1810, a truce, however, was declared 1n 

Barataria. The two parties agreed that there should be 

some sort of government or code of laws set up and enforced 

for their mutual benefit. Representatives from both groups 

were sent to the Lafittes, with the object of using them as 

conciliators; and, after considering their proposals, Jean 

9 

28 
decided the issues and cast his lot with the united group. 

In order to t ake up privateering Jean, therefore, fitted 

out a ship and sailed to Cartagena, where he was able to 

obtain a letter of marque. Through his acquaintances and 

dexterity he was acknowledged, before the end of the year, 
29 

the leader of the freebooters. With his position firmly 

established, a reorganization of his personnel was begun. 

Dominique You and Beluche, both recent arrivals in Louisiana, 

and close friends, were accepted as lieutenants in the new 
30 

set up. 

As a means of guiding the organization more efficiently, 

dean, in the spring of 1811, built far himself a home on 

Grand Terre. Here he completed the organization of his 

heterogeneous peoples of Barataria, held frequent council 

27 
Ibid. 

28-
Ibid.; Castellanos, 2£• cit., p. 305. 

29-
Saxon, -2£• cit., p. 32; DeBow'J! Review, XIX, 149; 

King, 2£• cit., pp. 192, 193. 
30 

Stanley Clisby Arthur, The Battle of New Orleans, New 
Orleans, 1915, p. 42; Nolte, -2£• cit-=-;- P:-189; Castellanos, 
2.12.• cit., p. 88. 



10 

with their leaders in order to pacify the discontented, and 

extended to all of them courtesies that made his name popu

lar. The island, as t he next step in his plan, was fortified, 

and the ships or "prey" were equipped with guns. So popular 

in faet was the rendezvous that these men of diverse ideas 

and exotic temperament joined his settlement. Within a 
31 

year they numbered approximately 1000 men. 

Many richly laden prize ships were brought into the 

port, ot Barataria, from time to time. Some were filled 

with silks and spices :from India, ot~ers with goods of 

every description, even some with wares ot English manu

facture. Slaves, which before 1810 were either purchased 

from dealers in Cuba or stolen in Africa, were now procured 

as opportunity afforded from Spanish slave ships off the 

coast of Cuba or from unprotected West India slave owners. 

This met hod of procuring the dark skinned vassels reduced 

t he first cost to a nominal sum and since i~ eliminated a 
,, 

long costly journey to Africa, they could be sold at a 

reasonable price and still produoe a lavish profit in New 
32 

Orleans. Illicit commerce and all its concomitant evils, 

therefore, were encouraged. 

The governmental authorities, as well as everyone else 

in Louisiana, were cognizant of this unusual intercourse. 

For some reason or other, little effort was exercised in 

31 
DeBow's Review, XIX, 149; Saxon, £E• cit., pp. 34-50. 

32 -
DeBow'~ Review, XIX, 149. 
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curtailing it until the volume bad increased to major pro

portions. Then, it was not Governor Claiborne who made the 

protest, but the territorial secretary, Thomas Robertson. 

In a letter to President [adison on September 6, 1810 he 

asserted: 

You have no doubt heard of t he late introduction of 
African slaves among us . Two cargoes have been al
ready smuggled into this Territory by way of Barataria 
and Bayou Lafourche , and I am fully convinced from a 
variety of circumstances wh ich have come to my know
ledge , that an extensive and well-laid plan exists to 
evade and defeat t he operation of the laws of t he 
United St a tes on the subject. The open and dari ng course 
which is no pursued by a set of brigands who infest 
our coast, and overrun our country , is calculated to 
excite t he strongest indignation in t he breast of every 
man who feels the slightest respect for t he wise and 
politic institutions under which we live. t t his 
moment, upwards of one hundred slaves a.re held by some 
of our own citizens in the very teeth of the most 
positive laws, and notwithstanding every exertion which 
has been ma.de, so general seems to be the disposition 
to aid in t he concealment, t ha t but faint hopes are 
entertained of detecting the parties and bringing them 
to punishment .33 

It seems tbat this proclamation did little constructive 
34 

work except t o advertise t he activities ot t he Lafittes, 

for in December, 1810, two whole cargoes of slaves were 
35 

sold i n Louisiana, and a consistent stream of buyers came 

to Grand Terre to make purchases. So general was t he trade 

that even officers of the United States Army ent to the 

Barataria canal, purchased clothing supplies, principally 

33 
Gayarre, 2.£.. cit . , III , 228 , 229. 

34 
Ibid., III , 228 , 229 . 

35--
Latour, 2:£.• cit ., pp . 14 , 15 ; Saxon, 2.£. • cit., p . 46 . 



36 
and had them transported in carts to their quarters . 

12 

In January, 1811, a slave insurrection broke out in the 

parish of' St. John, t he Baptist. Since it extended r apidly 

to other communities, the number of rebels involved increased 

to approximately five hundred . Under popular leaders they 

organized t hemselves into companies and advanced as separate 

units along the river toward New Orleans. ·Vhen news of 

t he insurrection arrived in t hat eity, great excitement was 

evidenced. The state militia was called into service, and, 

with the a.id of the United States troops, it was successful 

in putting down the insurgents, but not, however, until 

sixty five slaves were killed. After t he revolt had been 

brought under control sixteen Africans were presented tor 

trial for precipitating the disorder in New Orleans. 

Evidence so incriminating was presented t hat they were 

convicted and beheaded. The heads of t hese unfortunate 

individuals were pl a ced on poles along t he roads leading 

from New Orleans, as a warning to other unruly slaves who 
3? 

might t hink of rebelling against t heir masters. 

Some of the citizens seemed to think that the insur-

rection was due to slaves that had been lately introduced 

into t he vicinity. Consequently, a formal investigation was 

held by a deliberative body, and the trouble was placed at 

the door ot the Latittes. Probably the decision of the 

36 
Castellanos, .QR.• ill•• p. 306. 

37 
Fortier,~- cit., III, 78, ?9. 



committee was true, tor the La:f'ittes bad smuggled many 

hundreds or slaves into these communities; many or whom 
38 

were little short or being desperate characters. The 

citizens ot the New Orleans district, however, soon forgot 

this incident and apparently held no grudge against the 
39 

Lafittes. 

13 

Jean Lafitte 's enterprise, at this time, extended from 

Natchez to New Orleans and from Pensaoola to the Sabine 
40 

River. And since it had expanded over such a large area, 

he was compelled to be very active, to associate with almost 

every class in society, and to be a jolly good fellow at 

all times. At the country dances or the fashionable quadroon 

balls, which he often attended, he appeared perf'eot mannered, 

well dressed, charming, and a f'avori te vd th the women. But 

he was not after women; he was after pro:f'essional contacts 

that would lead to business. Regardless of his demeanor, 

plans were being constantly constructed in his fertile brain 

by which these public demonstrations could a.bet his pet 

policies. 
. ' ,/ 

During the period immediately proceeding the second 

war with Great Britain, Pierre acted only as salesman and 
41 

delivery man for the establishment at Barataria. In 

38 
Saxon, ££• cit., p. 63. 

39 
Ibid., p. 4?. 

40-
Ibid., p. 48; Arthur,~· cit., p. 40. 

41 
Louisiana Courier (New Orleans) , May 4, 1812, contains an 

advertisement by Jean Lafitte for a lost pocketbook which 
had in it papers signed by Pierre Lafitte. This might 
indicate that Pierre was an agent at the time for the Lafitte 
establishment in New Orleans. 
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this capacity it was not necessary for him to take an active 

part in social affairs; however, he was often seen drinking 

and talking with his associates in the saloons of New Orleans 

where orders for merchandise could be obtained. He seemed 

not as colorful as his brother, for he was cross-eyed, 

frequently well saturated with liquor, and women of a question-
42 

able character were his companions. This weakness is 
43 

proved by his social relations with his various mistresses. 

The Lafittes bad powerful connections in New Orleans 

through friends who ranked high in official and financial 

circles. Some of these are worth noting: Sauvinet, the 

wealthy banker, was a staunch supporter of the brothers and 
44 

helped care for their financial matters; Auguste Leclerc, 

the publisher, held them in high esteem, so high in fact, 

that he often permitted Jean to publish parodies of Napoleon's 
45 

proclamations in his paper; Devezac, a rich mercbant,and 

the brother-in-law of Edward Livingston, who was a bosom 

friend of Governor Claiborne, enjoyed their company. That 

the Lafittes had intimate relations 1th these men is proved 

by Vincent Nolte, the traveling merchant, who wrote of 

seeing the Lafittes and their lieutenants parading ttarm in 

42 
Pierre had, at different times, two known negro mistresses. 

Jean also had at least one. All of these women bore children 
who were baptized in the St. Louis Cathedral, Register VI, 
Folio 117, No. 486. 
43 

Saxon, 2-E.· cit., pp. 52-60. 
44 

Nolte, 2-E.· cit., p. 207. 
45 

Ibid. 



arm" through th treets of e 

15 

Orleans wit h some of them. 46 

John R. Grimes, the ne district a ttorney , who, Governor 
47 

Claiborne said, was a "young man of eat promise , " un-

doubtedly had a knowledge of the various activities of the 

Lafittes, yet he was often seen drinking with them in 
48 

Tremoult's Coffee House. John Blanque, one of the 

framers of the 
49 

tate constitution, and a member of the 

state legislature, had t he confidence of the brothers, as 
50 

shown by their later correspondence. Jean Robert Marie 

Humbert, Napoleon's exiled general, who was quite popular 

,ith the French element in New Orleans, disclosed his 

friendship for the Lafittes by inviting them, on one 
51 

occasion, to his birthday dinner. 

But Jean Lafitte also had enemies of whom he must 

have been aware, since vague stories of piracy were being 

whispered around in New Orleans concerning the many ships 

which had been disappearing in calm weather in the Gulf of 

Mexico. On that account many people were afraid to leave 

Louisiana for northern ports. The enmity of the customs 

officers had been aroused, and they were now voicing their 
52 

opinions. A shortage of money occurred about this time 

46 
Ibid. 

47-
Rowland, ~. c it. , V, 240 ; Saxon, .QJ2.. ill,. , p • 48 • 

48 
Saxon, ~· cit., p. 48. 

49 
Fortier, .Q.12.• cit., III, ao. 

50 
Latour, .QE.• cit., app., p . XII. 

51 
Saxon, .Q.12.• cit., p. 78. 

52 
Ibid., p. 49; King , .Q.12.• cit., pp. 194, 195. 
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which affected everyone. Some blamed the smugglers for the 

financial stringency, since planters and merchants always 

paid in coin and the Baratarians stowed it away in chests, 
53 

out of circulation. By this time even high officials ·ere 

taking notice of events, for on lune?, 1811, Governor 

Claiborne wrote to Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury, 

that a number of slaves were expected from Mobile other than 
54 

through the regular channels. The customs laws, therefore, 

were openly violated. Claiborne's protest apparently carried 

some influence for in the President's third annual message 

to Congress, November 5, 1811, attention was called to the 

smuggler and to the disobedience of customs laws, everywhere 
55 

so "odious. " 

Jean Lafitte knew that he might be called upon to 

account tor a certain portion of the tragedies that happened 

in the maritime piratical areas. Since he hated the name 

of piracy, his efforts were employed in suoh a way that no 

one could bring any charge against him, other than that of 

smuggling. lith this motive in mind he called a meeting 

of his lieutenants at Grand Terre and warned the against 

preying upon American ships. One or his men q~stioned 

his authority in the matter , and a shooting ensued in which 

53 
Nolte, .2.E.· cit., p. 189. 

54 
Rowland, ~ .. cit., V, 267. 

55 
A Compilation of the essages and Papers of the Presidents, 

1789-1908, Jam.es c. Richardson, 1 ashington , 1909, I, 494, 495. 



t.he dissGn ter was killed. Others v,ho disagreed with Jean 
56 

were a:eraid to act contrary to the wishes of tho ''boss. n 

17 

The spring and su:m.m.er of 1812 passed a.long smoothly for 

the Lafittes. M'.ea.nvihile, their forces and business increased. 

Claiborne• s appeal to the federal authorities had been denied, 

so he was unable to curtail their volume of trade. The 

supply of' contra.band goods was plentiful. A larger num.ber 

of prizes were brought into port alui.ost simultaneously, and 

since the restless nature cf the privateers conpellEH::1 tl:.e:m 

to be active, more prize ships were in the offering. In 

order to combat the influence of the govermnen t, the price 

of the goods was lowered, more sales were made, and the 

11public'1 \~ls satisfied. The Lafittes, therefore, enjoyed 

another :peaceful season of buslness. 

13ut Governor Claiborne had been successful in organ-

izing a sr"Jall coast gm'ird by prodding up the custom 

officials. This guard, iNhich contained a force ot"' about 

forty El.en and a fe,v s.r.i:1all boats, was organized under 

Captain i,ndrev; Hunter Holmes. Sometime in September, 

Captain Eolmes and his crew started patrolling the water 
57 

:passages butween Barataria and 1,;rew Orleans. 

When Jean Lafitte heard th.at the small foroe under 

Captoin E.olIJ.es was attempting to curtail his activities, 

he laughed. What could an insignificant force of forty 

56 
Saxon, .2.E· cit., pp. 49-51. 

57 
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men do to his force of nearly 1000 men? Nevertheless, he 

strengthened his fort, set his cannons, and prepared for 
58 

action. To further guard his future course, scouting 

parties were dispatched to locate his ould-be oppressor. 

With the camp of Captain Holm.es located, Jean and Pierre 

stationed lookouts at strategic points in order that the 
59 

contraband could be delivered without obstruction. 

The brothers ere successful, for a short time, in 

18 

evading Captain Holmes by continually rerouting their 

pirogues and small boats, but on the night of November 16, 

1812, while the moon was shining brightly, the two for ce.s 

came together. On that evening the Lafittes, with about 

twenty men, were taking five small boats, loaded with loot, 

to the banks of the Mississippi River, when they were 

suddenly surrounded by the force of Captain Holmes. One 

ot the Baratarians ~ho tried to escape, was killed; the 

others, with their boats, were taken to New Orleans, where 
60 

promptly released on bond. 

On Sunday, November 25, 1812, the streets of New 

Orleans were filled with people . They were listening 

58 
Ibid., p. 66. 
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60-
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intently to a new story of piracy that was being gossiped 

about by a man named Williams who had recently arrived from 

Cuba. According to the narr tive, filliams had been aboard 

a New England ship ich was loaded with slaves. This ship 

was attacked by pirates off t he coast of Cuba. After a 

short struggle t he s hi p was captured, and the crew was mur

dered, but lilliams had lived to relate his story in New 

Orleans . Sinoe similar other stores had been told, the 

people began to wonder; could not t he Lafittes, who were 

recently arrested, really be pirates? Before the heated 

arguments had progressed very tar,. Pierre a Jean ap peared, 

at t he psychological moment, on the streets near the 

Palace d' Armes dressed in their best. It was said that 

t hey were on their way to General Humbert's birthday dinner. 

Because they were handsome, well groomed, and polite, t heir 

appearance had a profound effect on their would-be accusers . 

The attitude of t he crowd was changed~ ~orthwith. Surely, 

t hey reasoned, such gentlemen, who associate with the best 

of society, could not be pirates . Furthermore, what sort 

of cargo did the New Engl anders carry from the frican 

coast t hat ould invite piratical movements? Maybe these 

New Englanders, who enga ed i n t he slave trade , if t hat 
61 

were their mission , were no better t han t he Baratarians . 

District attorney Grimes made out a brief report 

concerning Williams' story. He recorded that an .American 

61 
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ship, carrying an unlawful load of slaves, had been attacked 

by pirates in the Gulf ot !exico. Reports of the incident 

soon found their way in tbe papers. The authorities, un

doubtedly' read about it' but they did nothi.ng. Vlhat 

reasons augured for passive action were well known, so 
82 

illiam.s and his story were soon forgotten. 

Meanwhile plans were maturing for hearing the evidence 

of Captain Holmes. On November 29, 1812, when the Lafittes 

trial was scheduled to be held, they did not appear, but 

instead sent Sauvinet, their banker, to represent them. 

Just what happened in the court room is hard to ascertain, 

but Captain Holmes , after being sworn, was placed on the 

stand, and told his story. From his testimony one con

cludes, that since only one of the five captured boats 

contained "contraband , " the cargo of the others was 

jettisoned in an effort to destroy incriminating evidence. 

One also gathers that the smugglers were armed , for some 

guns were captured; but from the possessors' assertions 
63 

t hey were only carried to nshoot ducks." 

From the court records it is evident that the accused 

did not appear before the court at all. Some time later, 

Grimes , acting as the State's Attorney , sent a petition to 

the Judge of the United States District Court of Louisiana 

setting forth this r aot and in addition did "most 

62 
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respectfully sheweth" that Jean Lafitte owed the United 

States the sum of 12,014.52--a 300 percent fine on the 

value of the goods found in defiance of the custom laws in 

one small boat. The items, on which this levy was made, 

consisted of twenty six bales of cinnamon, fifty four linen 

shirts, three pieces of Russian sheeting, seven pieces of 
64 

canvas, one bundle of twine, and one piece of handkerchiefs. 

It seems that the sheriff did not oare to interfere 

with Jean's freedom or bring him before the bar of justice. 

Consequently the case dragged a long without settlement. 

The judicial authorities, however, made attempts to force 

the sheriff to action, for on July 24, 1813, he was com-

manded, as he had "been often commanded," to arrest Jean 

Lafitte and bring him before the court which was to be 
65 

held the third Monday in October. Altogether, six such 

writs were issued, but they were all returned and marked 
66 

"not found in New Orleans." 

After the Latittes' first arrest, they devised a new 

method or disposing of their ill-gotten merchandise. 

Early in 1813, they began holding public sales at a place 

oalled The Temple not far from Grand Terre . These sales 

were advertised by handbills signed by the brothers, in 

which both slaves and merchandise were offered for sale. 

64 
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65 
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Buyers flocked to these auctions, where values of such an 

unusual kind were offered that few could resist them. This 

method of vending, in time, was exceedingly successful. As 

the days passed, the Baratarians became bolder and bolder, 

and according to one good authority, Jean reasoned that he 
67 

ould just as soon drown in "ten feet of water as in six." 

Governor Claiborne must have heard of these auctions 

tor on March 15, 1813, he issued a proclamation in which 

the Baratarians were commended to cease their activities 

and disband. At the same time, the citizens of Louisiana 

were cautioned about trading with the Barata.rians and 

asked to support officers of the law in their attempt to 
68 

suppress the trade. Two days later he wrote to General 
69 

James ilkinson asking for troops ~o quash the Baratarians. 

Even though the Lafittes were not named in this proclam

ation, it is evident that their establishment was outlawed . 

The United States as well as Spain and England was now an 
70 

enemy of the Lafittes. 

67 
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Even though the establishment of the Latittes was out-

lawed, by Governor Claiborne's proclamation, on March 15, 

1813, they continued to carry on their business as if nothing 
1 

had happened. Public sales were held in the customary 

manner, and, contrary to the law and the Governor's wishes, 

respectable residents, especially planters, continued to 

make their enterprise a success. On the streets of New 

Orleans, orders were ta.ken and received in broad day light 

for merchandise from Barataria. There was as little 

attempt to conceal these orders as there was for similar 

orders from Philadelphia or New York. Though the custom 

officials were supposedly watchful, tbe goods that they 

seized were small in comparison to the total amount of 

illegitimate traffic, and t heir efforts on t he whole were 
2 

ineffective as a remedy for smuggling. 

Some of t he citizens of Louisiana believed t hat t h e 

British were secretly encouraging t he Lafittes and t heir 

crews to violate t e custom laws of the United States, but 

this asserted charge was not true. That this statement is 

representative of t he set-up is proved by the faot that 

British officials at different times tried to dislodge the 

1 
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Bara.tariansi capture their prizes, and prevent their des-
3 

truotion of the British commerce. 

On one occasion, Jtme 23, 1813. e. British sloop of 

war anchored at the mouth of Bayou La. Fourche, one of' the 

avenues frequently used by the Lafittes. Immediately the 

British crew· was ordered into small boats and sent out to 

24 

oapture t'wo privateering vessels lying off Cat Island. The 

a.ttaok 1NaS made, but the :prhrateers outnumbering the British 

crew ma.de short shrift of them, even though the!r fought 

bravely. The British officer, oognizant of the heavy loss 

sustained, called his m.en a.board the ship of war and sailed 
4 

away, leaving the privateers in possession of ti.1.e anchorage. 

The friends and associates or the Lafi ttes paid as 

little attention to the proolama.tion of Governor Claiborne 

as did the brothers themselves. These ecoom:plices afforded 

the Lafi ttes flll the protection that was in their potirer. 

Invariably they warned them of impending ra.idsJ and upon 

learning of such manoeuvers they so intimidated the officers 
6 

by threuts tbat little forceful action was taken. 

On July 14, 1813, about a year after the Lafitte's 

first encounter with the law, they had a skirmish with 

custom officers not far from New Orleans. On this occasion, 

in open day, Jean was taking a schooner loaded w1tJa contraband 

3 
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to c Orleans, v1h ,n he a.s attacked by Walker Gilbe r t, e. 

United States Cus tom officer, with a small force of men . 

This force was able to take possession of the schooner and 

hold it for a time ; but the pirates soon rallied under Jean 

and recaptured the vessel. In the fracas one of the men of 

Gilbert's party was wounded and left in the s mp , while 
6 

Jean took the cargo to New Orleans. 

The Lafitte- Gilbert affair of J uly 14th seemingl y 

aroused the ire of Governor Cla iborne, for on November 24th 

a proclamation was issued in which he named Lafitte as the 

leader of t his affair and offered a reward for his arrest . 

A portion of this proclamation, which shows t heir boldness 

of action, records: 

Whereas the nefarious practice of running i n Contraband 
Goods, which has hitherto prevailed in different parts 
of this State, to t he great injury of the f a ir trade, 
and t he dimunition of the Revenue of the United States 
has of late much increased--
And Whereas, the violators of the Law--embol dened by 
the impunity of the past trespasses, no longer concea l 
themselves from t he view of the honest part of t he 
community but setting the Government a t defiance , i n 
broad daylight, openly carry on t heir infamous traffic; 
and Whereas, it has been officially known t o me t hat on 
the fourteenth of last Month a quantity or contraband 
goods seized by ·~l ker Gilbert, an officer of the 
revenue of the United States, was forcibly ta.ken from 

im in open day at no great distance from the City o! 
New Orleans by a party of armed Men, under the orders 
of a certain John Lafitte, ho fired upon and griev
ously wounded one of the assistants of the said Walker 
Gilbert; and although process has been issued for the 
apprehension of him, the said John Lafitte, yet such is 
the countenance and protection afforded him, or t he 
terror excited by the threats of h imself and his 
associates, that t he same remains unexecuted.--

6 
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.And Whereas the apathy of good people of this State, 
in checking practices so opposed to morality, and to 
the Laws and interests of the United States, may 

26 

impair the fair character which Louisiana maintains, 7 
and ought to preserve as a member of the American Union. 

A fe influential men had boasted that the Governor 

dare not bring the brothers before the law, therefore, when 

this proclamation was posted in public places in New Orleans, 
8 

it caused open astonishment to some of the citizens. 

Shortly after the posting of this proclamation Jean appeared 

on the streets or New Orleans. These men observed him 

reading t he proclamation and smiling at its contents. His 

composure and his indifference to danger were very apparent. 

Truly, they aroused t he admiration of the French Creoles. 

Two days later other papers were found posted in the 

seine places where Governor Claiborne's proclamation had 

appeared. These papers were cleverly worded in official 

language. However the name lilliam Charles Cole Claiborne 

s inserted in t he places here Jean Lafitte's had 
9 

appeared, and a reward or 1500 was now offered by Jean 

for the arrest and delivery of Governor Claiborne to 
10 

Grand Terre. 

This proclamation ot the Governor was as ineffective 

as its predecessor, for t he Lafit tes did not discontinue 
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their smuggling and selling of goods at Grand Terre. Once 

again Governor Claiborne became officially "blindn to their 

activities. Some of his friends intimated, as a means of 

ex onorating him , that he had more serious matters to con-

sider. This was partially true, for as the year of 1813 

cam to a close, rumors of an invasion of Louisiana by the 

British ,ere causing great excitement; and the simultaneous 

uprising of the Indians in labama did not tend to diminish 

his anxiety. Therefore as a means of preparing for eventual

ities, he was busy trying to collect military supplies and 
11 

men tor the defense of t he state. Hence, he had no time 

to dislodge the Baratar1ans, or to prevent their holding 
12 

auctions and smuggling in contraband. 

On January 20, 1814, Governor Claiborne was informed 

by a United States Collector of Revenue that the Lafittes 

were planning another public sale. Approximately 415 

negroes were advertised for sale on January 24th at "The 
13 

Temple" near Barataria. The Collector of Revenue re-

quested that a strong force be organized and sent to "The 

Templett to prevent the sale. It is evident that the 

customs official did not get a large force, for only 

twelve men were eupplied for this mission. As instructed, 

t hey proceeded thither a few days early in order to be 

prepared to stop the sale. However, before the date of 

11 
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the auction, Jean Lafitte and his men attacked the custom 

officer's force, killing one , wounding to, and taking the 

rest prisoners. Consequently the sale was held and every 

negro was sold. When the inspector received the news of 

t he o1rcumstances of the event, Governor Claiborne was 

duly apprised and asked for a force large enough to punish 
14 

the Baratarians. But since the Governor did not have 

28 

such a force to give to the custom's officer, the latter's 

letters, accompanied by one of his own, was sent to the 

State Legislature. In his own letter, the Governor ma.de a 

request for men and money, and added that if the Baratarians 

were to be routed the State of Louisiana would have to do 

it, for the general, who was in command of the federal 

troops, found it inconvenient at that time to supply any 

of his few regulars. Criticism was likewise presented to 

the legislature on the conduct and the disobedience of the 

militia, in "The Temple" affair. Claiborne's criticism 

leads one to believe that the militia had been bought otf: 

14 

My present powers are doubtless competent to the 
ordering of a detachment of militia on this service, 
but I owe it to myself and to the State to guard 
against even t he probability ot a miscarriage. For 
it would be indeed a melancholy occurrence, if the 
men detailed tor this duty, encouraged to disobedience 
by the late conduct of some militia corps, should 
turni.sh evidence of the inability or the Executive 
to enforce, on this occasion, the supremacy of the 
laws. I, therefore, rec~wnend this subject to your 
immediate consideration. 

When the assembly received t h is message they listened 

Ibid.; Fortier,~. cit., III, 88. 
15 
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while it was read, and later appo inted a committee to co nfer 

with t he Governor. Nothing ever came of this action except 
16 

its making t he brothers more defiant. In the meantime, 

Jean Lafitte wi. t h the ttutmost unconcerntt cho e Donaldsonville, 

a small town situated at the Junction of the Bayou La Fourche 

and the Mississippi River, as a new market center to which 

he dispatched daily consignments under ar ed guards. These 

guards defied "all" interference with the trade. Jean's 
17 

confidence seems to have been "well founded. n The lack 
18 

of funds in t he state treasury, he reasoned, would post-

pone, which it did, to a more opportune time, the organi

zation of a military force so often solicitea by Governor 
19 

Claiborne. 

From the opening events of t he war in the Southwest, 

economic conditions continued to become more galling and 

irritating to local mere ants . This condition, greatly 

aggravated by the Lafittes, soon indicated that legitimate 

business would be reined if a solution were not provided. 
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Commerce from Vera Cruz and other neutral ports was gradually 

diverted from New Orleans 'bees.use the pirates had terrorized 

and undersold the merchantmen who were engaged in trade in 

this region. Consequently bank deposits decreased, local 

stocks slumped, and foreclosures increased until the situa

tion bocame alarming. And well it should have, for with 

the British victories in the North and the Northeast, :mnny 

of onr :ports were occupied, making it appear likely that 

these "law defying" d.esperadoes would soon have Louisiana 
20 

at their mercy. 

On March 2, 1814, Governor Claiborne \'v"l"Ote another 

letter to the Legislature of Louisiana. He explained the 

serious ett'ect tl1at the illegal traffic wa.s tta.vine upon 

Louisiana, and asked permission to raise troops to be 
21 

employed in the destruction of the Bara.taria.ns. To his 

fervent plea they did nothing beoa.use they vmre now un

friendly with the ohie.f execmtive ovex a controversy con-
22 

cerning th<;; appoint,ment of a judge.·· 

.Again thwarted in his desperate attempt to raise 

troops to destroy the Baratarians, he decided to try 

strategy. As a prelin.tinary step, a friendly jury of 

American merchants and bankers was cs.lled. As o. pre-

caution the jury met in secret to prevent the 1ntimidc.t1on 

20 
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of witnesses . A long line of witnesses , accordingly, filed 

through the court and swore to many acts of piracy by the 

Latittes. Indictments, t herefore, were found against 

both of the Lafittes. I mmediately a force of policemen was 

sent out to search the places frequented by the Bar atarians . 

They were successful i n their search , for t hey caught Pierre 

Latitte, Dominique You, and some of the other Baratarians 
23 

otf t heir guard, and imprisoned them i n t he Cabildo. 

When Jean Lafitte heard of the plight of his brother , 

he hurried to New Orleans. But t his time he came secretly . 

He tried to get Pierre released from jail through l avish 

bribes and persuasive pleas. But all overtures, including 
24 

bail, were denied. This action did not deter Jean from 

furt her purpose. Good lawyers were needed, and he had the 

money to pay them to secure his brother's release and to 

clear the charges against both of them. After a conference 

with the District Attorney, John R. Grimes, the lawyer, he 
25 

resigned his office to defend t he brother. Robert R. 

Livingston, who was l at-er a member of President Jackson's 

Cabinet and minister to France, was retained to assist in 

the trial. It is said that each of these lawyers was 

83 
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24 
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promised 20,000 tor his services. 

32 

The lawyers, influential and scholarl y , were unable to 
27 

get Pierre released from jail . He remained there most ot 

the summer. Meanwhile, le n did not appear in public in 

New Orleans. He remained in seclusion, but otherwise 

carried on his business as usual , leaving the defense of 

his brother and hi self in t he hands of his attorneys. 

Governmental authorities, anxious as t h ey were to bring 

t e Baratarians to trial, momentarily gave up their search 

of Jean nd others, and beBan to prepare for the defense of 

Louisiana., for an invasion by the British appeared inevitable. 

On September 2, 1814, the Baratarians were startled 

by a oannon shot which had been tired at one of their 

vessels. They did not know whether they wer e being attacked 

or not, for they saw a ship of war standing at the entrance 

to their harbor. In order to determine the meaning of t his 

Jean Lafitte, with four men , got into a boat and r owed out 

toward the intruder . They were met by a boat flying a 

flag or truoe and, in addition , a British flag . The 

occupants of the boat were British officer s who inquired 

as to the whereabouts of Mr . Lafitte . They had, they said , 

an important packet to deliver to hin. Jean asked the 

officers to accompany him , and he ould lead them to the 

famous gentleman. The officers accepted the offer, but 

26 
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Jean did not disclose his identity until both boats were 

ashore. hen he made known his identity, the packet as 

placed in his hands. About 200 o Lafitte ' s en who had 

been watching events were lined up along the shore, en 

the boats arrived at the beach. Thinking that these 

officers were spies seeking a pe.sse.ge to invade Louisiana, 

Lafitte's henchmen wished to make prisoners of them. Jean 

as able, however, to prevent his guests from being molested 
28 

until they were taken safely to his dwelling. 

After aking his visitors oomtortablo, Jean opened 

t he parcel. In it he found four separate m nuscripts. 

The rirst manuscript opened was a rather ambiguously worded 

proclamation which was addressed to the residents of 

Louisiana and Kentucky by Colonel Edward Nichols, the com

mandant of the British army at Pensacola. This document 

requested the residents of these regions to send supplies 

to the British , whose arny was supposedly 1elping t hese 

citizens i n their fight against the "faithless, imbecile" 
29 

American government. The second letter in the packet 

as addressed to the piratical leader. It had been sent 

by Colonel Edward Nichols, ho requested tba.t Jean place 

his ships a t the disposal of Great Britain. As an .induce 

ment for services that he might render, the British govern

ment offered him a captaincy in the British navy, as well 

28 
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as land tor himself and his men . The third letter ,vas 

written by the senior officer and c aptain, 11lliam H. 

ercy . It was addressed to Officer Lockyear and commanded 

him to proceed to Baratariu and endeavor to prevent the 

Ba.rutarians from preying upon Spanish commerce; Spain 

being then at peace ~ t h England . Lockyear was also 

directed to enlist the Bar atarians for a id i n t he capture 

of Mobile. This letter was evident l y given t o Jean to 
31 

show t he authority by which Captai n Lockyear acted. The 

34 

l ast letter i n the packet had t he same author and a ddressee 

as its predecessor. I n it t he Briti s t hrea tened to 

destroy the Bar a t arians for preying upon the British com

merce . If they sent aid and ace pted the British offer, 
32 

t hey ould not be disturbed . 

Jean read tb.e letters over carefully , and seemingly 

considered t he British proposals. Af'ter he had finished 

reading them , Capt a i n Lockyear urged him to join the 

British and supplemented all other inducements by an 

offer of $30 ,000 for the services of the Baratarians . 

Undoubtedly t he British officials wanted not only tangible 

help, but expert knowledge on t he topographical conditions 

30 
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of the land through which they were going to move. A:fter 

this very generous proposal, Jean sked for time to think 

the proposition over, and begged for a leave o·f absence. 

Unaware of the motive that prompted the request, the con

cession was granted. Immediately after Jean had gone, the 

officers apparently under Jean's orders, were seized and 

placed under a guard. In this condition, they remained 

until they were released, with apologies, on the following 

morning. From the tenor of the apologies, Jean attempted 

to convey the idea to his guests that they had been appre-
34 

hended and held without his orders. 

Upon the departure of the offioers from the island, 

a special messenger was sent with the British epistles to 

John Blanque, a member of the Louisiana legislature. At 

the same time Governor Claiborne was appealed to for instruc

tions concerning the British affair and for relief for Pierre 
35 

who as still in jail . 

Of course Jean had no intention of joining the British , 

but he did ish to leave a favorable impression with them 

in order to gain some time to communicate and receive 

instructions on what course to pursue under such critical 

33 
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36 
circumstances. For this reason he sent a rather evasive 

letter to Captain Lookyear, in which he asked for fourteen 

days in hich to consider the proposition and to wind up 
37 

his business. Lookyear seemed satisfied and sailed away 
38 

for the time. 

36 

When] • Blanque received the letters, he immediately 

lai them before Governor Claiborne, who summoned his 

advisers, General Villers, Commodore Patterson , and Colonel 

Ross, to see what should be done. The Governor asked two 

questions: first, were the letters genuine? and, secon, 

should the Governor hold intercourse with Lafitte? Both 

questions were answered in the negative, and Jean's messenger 
39 

returned to him without a written reply. Commodore 

Patterson and Colonel Ross, instead of cooperating with the 

patriotic Frenchman wished to chastise him, for at this 

time there was an adequate number of vessels in Ne Orleans 

to do the a.ot . 

In early September while this correspondence was being 

c rried on, Pierre Lafitte either managed, or was permitted, 
40 

to escape from jail. There is no doubt, however, that 

he escaped at t his time, for on September 7th, the jailer of 

36 
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the parish prison offered, perhaps for the sake of appear-
41 

ances, a reward of 1,000 for t he capture of the f amous 

pirate , who it seems wa.s so well known that a detailed 
42 

description of him was unnecessary . 

Since Jean Lafitte had received no word from t he 

American authorities, he became worried . He knei the 

British officers would soon return for an answer . On 

September 7th, he wrote another letter 
44 

to Mr . Bl anque , 
43 

37 

and still another on September 10th in which t he official 

was urged to send instructions. Pierre a lso wrote to 
45 

Mr . Blanque and to Governor Claiborne in the same tone, 

but no instructions came, and the British, who had returned 

as they had pl anned , became tired of waiting and sailed 
48 

away . 

About this time , Jean received the informat ion that 

the erican government \\T'ciS planning to attack Barataria 

inste d of accepting his services, so he spread the news 

among the inhabitants. While he was out warning them o:t' 
47 

t he danger , an anonymous letter fell i nto his hands . 

This letter contained valuable information concerning the 

British plan of warfare, and he patri otically sent i t to 

41 
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48 
the authorities in Louisiana. But this patriotic act 

seemed only to hasten Commodore Patterson am Colonel Ross 
49 

on their steps to attack Barataria . 

38 

On September 11th, Commodore Patterson had assembled 

t hree barges loaded with men and munitions. These were 

:floated down the .Ussissippi River to Balze, a small village 

near the mouth of the river . According to plans, Colonel 

Ross with six gunboats and the schooner Carolina joined 

them at thio place . From here, they sailed toget her along 
50 

the gulf toward Barataria. 

On September 16• 1814, the Baratarians saw a fleet 

approaching their shores . They lined their ships up for 

battle, for they thought the British had returned to 

destroy them. fuen the Be.ratarians perceived that the 

approaching fleet belonged to the American g overnment, they 

set fire to two of their ships, and most of them, including 

the Lafitte brothers, attempted escape and succeeded in 

escaping into the swamps . The Baratarians had no desire 

to fight the ericans. This tact explains the success 

of the American expedition which took possession of remain

ing ships, burned the village, and conveyed the spoils from 
51 

the warehouse to New Orleans . 
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It is interesting to note the force and the value of 

tl~e Lafitte establishment at the time of its destruction. 

Comm.odor Patterson reported t ha t there were from 800 to 

1000 men i n Baratari at t hat time, twenty ctinnon , l arge 

stocks of munitions , and small arms, and thirteen vessels, 

( after several were burned and others were els.ewhere on 

duty) six of ~hich were schooners . The haul was l ater 
52 

appraised at ~500,000. 

For a time after September 16, 1814, the sun did not 

shine so brightly upon the Lafitte brothere. They were 

both free, but they had to travel caut iously. They had 

suffered a serious loss in t he destruction of Barataria. 

Their men, except t hose who were in jail, were scattered. 

Their property and ships had been carried away . The 

American authorities had spurned t heir offer to defend 

t he United States . Jackson had called them "hellish 
53 

bandi ts," and many people in New Orleans were convinced 

t hat the brothers were really pirates, for in the spoils 

t hat were captured at Barataria some clothing and jewelry 

were found that had belonged to a Creole lady who had 
54 

disappeared out at sea. Even many of their former 

friends refused to defend them any longer. 
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40 

But the Lafitte brothers did not give up. They held 

secret conferences with lawyer Grimes and Robert Livingston . 

(Livingston, about this time, became Jackson's personal 

secretary,} Their counsel advised them to wait for a while , 

for the time was inopportune for them to attempt to olear 

themselves. Louisiana was racing an invasion and there was 

no time for civil proQedures . For the bro the rs the delay 

as a blessing, since it gave t hem a chance to repair their 

organization . Those of the Lafitte establishment, who had 

managed to escape on September 16th, gradually moved from 
56 

their hide-outs to Lost Island . No longer could they 

go to Grand Terre, for a force of .American troops under 
57 

direction of Governor Claiborne were stationed there .. 

Jean kept in touch with all his men, those in jail by his 

attorneys, those at l arge by fortuitous means. So efficient 
58 

was he in this matter that his influences never waned. 

While t he Lafittes were having their troubles, Louisiana 

was in a state of intense excitement over the weakness of 

her fortifications, her military forces, and the im.pending 

invasion. At t his time the military force in New Crleans 
59 

consisted of 700 American troops and 1000 militia, 

augmented by six gunboats , one sloop, and 150 marines and 
60 

sailors to defend the long shore line. Competent and 
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efficient as this·eguipment was, its efforts were violated 
61 

by a ~hortage of arms, especially of rifles, flints, muni~ 

tions, and other necessary supplies. What could be done 

under t-€ circumstance with the British over 12,000 strong 

at t he very door of Louisiana and no reserves or supplies 
62 

within hundreds of miles? 

The military weakness of Louisiana was a boon to the 

Baratarians. Louisiana needed men and supplies; the Lafittes 

and their men needed relief' :t'rom the law. Lafitte nt ed 

to strike a bargain. With this in mind Robert Livingston 

wrote to President Ma-dison on October 25th, recommending 

that the Baratarians be pardoned. Re argued that it \\OUld 

be for the good of Louisiana, for if they were pardoned, 

the military forces in Louisiana would be increased by 
63 

five hundred nen . Governor Claiborne seems to have been 

influenced by the same idea, for he declared on October 3rd, 

that he would not be opposed to leniency toward some of 
64 

tbe less influential offenders of the law. 

Upon the arrival of General Jackson 1n New Orleans on 

December 2, 1814, Robert Livingston, the "social leader" of 

61 
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the metropolis, the best scholar in all Louisiana and the 

friend. and attorney of Jean Lafitte, VJllS further honored 

by be invited to serve as his milltary secretary. Un-

usually anxious to in.spcot his new assig:nment, Jackson began 

an inspection of' the men and :munitions. Huch to his dis-

appointment, but not to his surprise, he found among other 

things a serious lack of munitions end gun flints, and 
65 

Washington was notified accordingly. 

Jean Lafitte learned through Livingston, or through 

aorn.e other source, of the searci ty of flints and munitions. 

In some, respects such news was a godsend, for this gave 

him another opportunity to prove to the Colonial and the 

federe.l authorities his devotion to their cause. Well 

did he know that in one of his secret rendezvous there 
66 

were stored supplies that would be most welcome.i, and 

their delivery might se:rve as a palliurn to assuage the 

feelin:gs of his prosecutors. General Jackson in person 

thereforn, was ap:rroached 1i1d. th his patriotlc offer, and 
6? 

it v1as speedtly accepted. As a result, approxi:m.a.tely 

7,500 pistol flints amt other needed materials were 

supplied. These flints and supplies went into t:r1e guns of 

t11e ~:..aericans whose weapons would otherwise have been 
68 

worthless. 
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Jackson's appreciation for t he good deed bore fruit 

on December 1?, 1814, when Governor Claiborne issued a 

proclamation to the "Be.ratariors" in which they were invited 

to join the United States government in the impending fight 

against the British. If the offer were accepted a recom

mendation carrying the support of the governor and his 

staff would be sent to the President asking tor a full par-
69 

don for them. The Baratarians in toto, grasped at the 

proposition, for it was fair, yes, more than fair. Those 

who ere in jail were released to join their associates, 

and ere long a motley group found themselves in the army 

service. 

On December 23rd, the eve of the first battle with the 

British, Jean was sent with a strong force to guard against 
70 

an attack from the gulf. This task was done so speedily 

that he turned his divisions over to his subordinates and 

returned to bolster the courage of Jaokson's small army in 
71 

repelling the invasion. 

When it appeared onimous that the British forces 

under General Packenham were determined to occupy the 

district of New Orleans, we find the brothers serving 

first as topographers, tben as engineers, messengers, etc., 

69 
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,vhile the:tr sub .jectr; were divided into companies and 

scattered along the fil"'lng 15.ne. There they fought 

courageously; shoulder to shoulder with their "patrons" 

and perseeu.tors, against one o-r the best trained armies 

of Europe; an army thut we.s better equipped, more exper-

ienced, and. larger--three times the size of Jackson's 

tore.es. Yes, an army too. t had tasted of th£' glory of 

victory that came with the humilietion of Napoleon and 

ono thorouGhly steeped with the ideals of Lord Wellington, 

General Pa.okenham•s brother-in-law. Yet this army, in 

its turn, suffered. defeat by the hands or a small conglom

erate mass of indivic,ua.ls under the direction of a back-

woodsman. To make it even more disgraceful to the highly 

touted inv:::.ders, men, ,vho sailed under the flag of the 

skull and crossbones, made their down:fall possible by 
73 

outshooting their best artillarymen. 

It is interesting to speculate on what might have 

happened had the Lafittes ;Joined the British with their 

ships and men. First, the Briti.sh :probably could have 

ce.ptured Hew Orleans, -ror thay could have cut off 

f:..merice.n reinforceL10n.ts fro?'..l the north by using Lafitte's 
74 

small boats and his k:nowledce of the water passages. 

Second, the .d.in.erioan coJ:J.Y.J.ander ilD uld not have had even the 

passive, let alone the active, support of the French 

73 
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population in Louisiana, nor \'vould they have had flints, 
75 

and other Empplies for their guns. Third, in the battle 

o:f December 23rd, Jackson would have had sca.roely more 

than 1500 :men to face the 12,000 British. Louisiana would 

probably he.ve been overrun and .Jackson, the hero of· many 

another battle, 11vuuld have been swept aoide, and the honor 

and prestige th.at came with the dec.isi"'Je cngugeraent non 

existent. Likewise, the ·west would havo loet e future 

services of one of its most unusual characters, for a 

decision other than the onc1 delivered could bave tlnmrted 

the wave of 1'lOpularity already on the rise \1ldch led to 
76 

his being elected President. 

Story ,Jf' Jean and Fierre, gp. cit., p. 25-28. 

45 



Chapter III 

The Lafittes, After New Orleans 

Tho Lat'ittes had undoubtedly rendered a valuable 

service to the United States government during the British 

engagements on the l.ower Mississippi. This servioe appar

ently was, at the time, appreoiated by tba French eraoles 

46 

and most of the Americans ln this region .. By soma they were 

even considered heroos. Consequently, pul,lic opinion was, 

for ~ short time, favorable to them. Inet,ee.d of being 

prosecuted by ofticia..1$, these men were now invited to 

attend public gatherings with other :prominent citizens, 

where they basked in tb e romance, tame, and glamor that 
l 

had been attached to their names. 

On January 23, 1815, New Orleans celebrated the late 

victory. With this celebration,, a public ball was held 

and all the notables, including the La.ti ttes, were present, 

and they mingled with military offioera, soldiers, and 

prominent civilians, of Louisiana. .. Sometime during the 

demonstration, Jea.n was seen talking and laughing with his 

o1d foe, r10vern.or Claiborne. :Presumably the past was 

forgotten. 1:f not forgiven, because the Governor took 

delight in introducing hin1, too former outlaw, to General 

Coft"ee. Upon heei.r:tng the name of th~ famous privateer, 

the general hesitated a moment, apparently trying to 

l 
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recall where he bad heard it before. Jean, who always dis

liked the word pirate associated with his name, took the 

hesitant manner of the general as an insult, stepped forward, 

and said, 0 Lafitte the pira.te. 0 General Coff ee apologized 

for the breach of etiquette, and th · two men shook ands 
2 

in a friendly manner. 

The federal authorities were not long in recognizing 

the good work of the Lafittes and the Baratarians . It 

was almost impossible for them to decline to do so, since 
3 

the Louisiana Legislature , its commanding general, and 
4 

the attorneys of tho Lafittes early brought formidable 

pressure to bear upon the authorities in Was hington. 

Their efforts. bore fruit on Februa.ry 6, 1815, when President 

tfudison issued a proclamation gr anting a full pardon to all 

offenders of the revenue l aws who had fought against the 

British in the late war. He also directed t hat all suits, 

fines, penalties, and forfeitures, against those who wer e 
5 

eligible for pardon, be "discontinued" and "released." 

The brothers thus regained their ci tiz.enship, but, 

contrary to the President's orders, the property that had 

been taken in the raid on Barataria, was not restored to 
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them. As a result, Jean, in an attempt to recover the 

property, filed suit in the District Court of Louisiana. 

The possessors of the property, however, did not intend 

for it to slip from them without a struggle, and, being 

quick to act, they sold the booty at auction, as prizes 
6 

of war before the oase found its way into court. This 

unwarranted act ion made 1 t necessary for Jean to sue the 
7 

United Sto.tes go vernment for restitution. Ylhile his 

claims were just, and hi efforts noble, the courts were 
8 

biased, and the President was passive. roperty , there-

fore, of inestimable value was never restored. 

Even though_ Jean suffered severe financial reverses 

through the action of Patterson and Ross, ready money 

as easily obtained. This fact might be explained by 

disclosing that he had cached approximately $200 ,000 

ortb. of booty in a French settlement north of New Orleans 
9 

before the raid on Bar taria. This property , apparently, 

had remained unto ched by the American officials. The 

owner evidently turned it into cash , for he soon was 
10 

48 

able to repossess his ship and to ive in "high society" 
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as a respectable citizen. On one occasion, it is said 

t hat this famous character spent 60,000 on lavish enter-
11 

tainment in Washington . 

But Jean did not long remain in such fortunate 

circumstances. New Orleans had become more Americanized, 

and upon bis returning to his old environment, an alto

gether different attitude was manifested to rd him. 

Public opinion had changed. The local residents bad 

apparently forgotten his late meritorious services, but 

they continued to remember stories of piracy that were 

connected 1th his name . They wondered how the money was 

obtained thut he s pent so profusely. Could he have 

resumed his old habits? y had he repossessed his ships? 

Surely, thought they, he was up to his old tricks. His 

former henchmen, it was known, had once again fallen to 
12 

the "lure" of the sea. Could he be their silent leader? 

A u result of the quandary, Ameri can uthorities in 

general and Beverly Che in particular, looked upon him 

with w 11 founded suspicion. ll these things tended to 

49 

make the former privateer so uncomfortable that he resolved 
13 

to establi ~h anotl1er kingdom. 

11 

The vermnental authorities, meanvhile, ere keeping 

constant vigil upon Barataria . Its intentions were so 
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patent that Jean was wise enough to see th at it was unsafe 

to found another domain in that area . He did not , however, 

give up the idea of using t he various water passages, 

frequented during his heydays or the market or New Orleans . 

All that was needed, he reasoned, was a new base of oper-

ations, beyond the ~urisdiction of the United States . 

Accordingl .. ?, the t, o brothers ·ith many of their former 

follo .rs, including Dominique You , left ew Orleans for 
14 

Port au Prince. Upon their arrival at that place, 

and contr r y to their exuectations, a welcome did not 

await them; since news of t heir bad reputations and recent 

aritime autrocities had preceede~ t hem. The insular 

authorit ies, t herefore , allowed the :fleet to dock only 

long enough to take on supplies. They were then forced 
15 

to leave. 

Disappointed and discouraged by this reoent adventure, 

Jean found it neoessary to return to inhospitable New 

Orleans. Apparently his conceited manner and strong con

fidence now suffered a severe jolt, for, in addition to 

all other troubles, many of his en deserted and the ser

vices or his ost trusted lie1tenant, Dominique You, were 

terminated . Jean, however, did not remain inactive or 

long despondent for soon some sort of relationship was 

formed th the f'ree booters of Galveston. After a 

1 
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visit with them in the sp ing of 1817, agreements were oon

sumated by which t he brothers acted s salesmen for some 

- of these corsairs. Merchandise was taken from them at 

Galveston Island, and conveyed by boat to New Orleans whe re 

it ra.s sold to t heir former patrons . These actions soon 

provoked the ,Nrath ot Beverly Che who made repeated oom-
16 

plaints to the Secretary or the Treasury and other officials. 

Evidently their business was poor, and eir profits 

limited, tor about this time (1817), Jean became a spy in 
17 

the pay of the Spanish government. J l mo_s t simultaneously 

another opportunity knocked at t e brothers' door . Louis 

d'Aury, the leader of the Spanish revolutionists who com

manded the little settlement then at Galveston, deserted 
18 

the island for a time. This action made it possible for 

Jean to acquire a new rendezvous and at the same time gain 

a vantage point where the movements of the Spanish revolu

tionists could be observed. Though he had no intention of 

aiding the Texas patriots, their leader, Gener al Long , 

d'Aurys colleague, was accosted and convinced of his 

interest in the cause for Texas Independence. After a 

6 
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"non escript" ceremony was performed by them and their 

f ollowers they declared allegienoe to the newly formed 

Mexican Republic . Then they, in turn, formed a provi ional 

government at Galveston and appointed themselves as its 
19 

officials. 

By this unusual turn or affairs , Jean apparently was 

encouraged and invigorated. Repairing to New Orlean , 

new crews ·111er e organized, munitions and supplies were 
20 

purchased , and upon leaving that city he peddled approx-

imately 355 slave to tbe planters right befo.re the very 
21 

eyes of Beverly Chow . 

He then returned to Galveston , took poosess ion of 

the islnnd , conotructed f ortifications , and began to 
22 

effect a p rm.anent settlement. To this settlement he 

gave the name of Campeachy. 

The little colony, as not so different from other 

frontier· c,ettlements in that it had Indian troubles. The 

Caranoahuas, a tribe that roamed near the little settle

ment, often visited and made petty raids upon its citizens. 

These acts were tolerated and the two partie remained on 

friendly terms f or a time. Eventuall y a hunting party from 

the l ittle vill age stol e an Indian woman when on one of 

19 
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its expeditions. A serious conflict resulted. The Indians 

ade an attack on the village and before they were driven 

away inflicted severe dat1age. Further trouble, however , 

was prevented by Jenn, who after organizing some two hundred 

men, pursued and caught the nativ s. fight ensued and 
23 

thirty or forty of the Indians were killed . 

About this time, Jean was able to obtain a commission 

from the 1. exican Republic v\hich up:posedly placed his 
24 

activities upon a leg -1 foundation . His fleet was soon 

bringing in many rich prizes; consequently, prosperity 

smiled upon him once raore . News of these events presently 

reached his old followers. They , upon hearing the good 

tidings, flocked, with others of their sort, to his side . 

In order to insure local tranquillity these desperate 

individuals were wisel y permitted to revive a communal 
25 

form ot government which had reviously been organized. 

Coming in such large numbers, these individuals soon in

creased the population of the island to approximately 
26 

1000. Se.loons, ai."llusement and boarding houses sprang up 

around the two story brick house that Jean had built for 

himself. All the residents were contented with such 

freedom and well-being. The United States and Spanish 

23 
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governments, permitted them to exist and continue t heir 

desper ate acts , since t hat territory as claimed by both 

governments . Spai n , though she did not care to have the 

pirates proteoted, objected to the extension of the juris-

diction ot the erican government over them. Fear was 

54 

expressed tha t it it were done the United States government 
27 

wou1d keep the terri tory. 

Jean's ethods, at t his time, ot turning the spoils 

into cash were quite similar to those for erly employed 
28 

at Barataria . pparently a sales force was organi zed to 

smuggle the goods into Louisiana . The f amous Bowie 

brothers, Jim and Rezin, as agents , ma.de enormous profits 

in selling Africans ad other merchandise to Louisie.n 

slave companies . The se companies, in turn, bribed t he 

custo offio r s i n order t o validate the title t o the 
29 

property acquired by the pl anter s . 

Campeaohy reached the zenith of its prosperity about 

a yeor after it was first established . 1t this time (1818) 

prizes w re o plentiful t h t negroes sold for "a dollar a 
30 

u11d ," yet 'O great wa t h volume of trade that profits 

2? 
Fortier, 2.l2.· cit., III, 169; Yoakum, .Q.l?.• cit., I, 195. 

28 

29 
State Papers, XI, 355, 366; Campbell, loo.-.£.!!., MS. 

1111am Bollert, "Lifo of Jean Lafitte, t he Pirate of 
the Mexican Gult," Galveston Daily News, (Galveston), July 6, 
1930 , ( eprinted from Littell'!. Living~. March 1852 and 
originally from the United Service Magazine , October and 
November , 1851); DeBow'!. Review, 1851, XI, 381; Eugene c. 
Barker, "The African Slave Trade in Texas," The Quarterly 
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were bount i tul. Planters came from "ew Orleans o the 

island to make their purchases from the pirates who were 

l iving in luxury wit h their mistresses nd wine . 

55 

In the summ r of 1818, a catastrophe , however , befell 

the inh bitants of Campeachy . A severe tropical stor 

struck the island and sent water rushing over it s lo lying 

land. All the ouses wer e destroyed, fourteen ships were 

wrec ed, and hundr eds of men lost their lives. Jean suffered 
· 32 

a. tremendous personal loss , but he still reta ined his 
• V indo:mJ..nable courage . With the remaining inhabitants under 

his direction , the island was cleared of wreckage , the dead 

were buried and new habitats were built . After t his vork 

ud een finished , another serious problem f a ced t hem. 

Hov1 wer e they to live through the winter 1ithout money or 

provi sions? Jean, alert on every occa sion, relieved the 

si.tuation by taking to New Orleans t e negro mistresses 

wer e they wer e sold as slaves. The money received f rom 

this sa l e, augmented by funds rhich he borrowed, permitted 

him to purchase t . e noeded pr ovisions . They wer e con veyed 
33 

to the destitute inhabitants at Galveston . 

Not long after this disaster Jean mude one of his 

tew piratical voyages. On t his occasion he left Galveston 

Island with three ships and sailed south toward Yucatan . 

31 
•art in , ~ . c 1 t . , p . 362 . 

32 
DeBow' s Review, XI , 385 . 
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A tew unimportant captures were made in this area , and then 

the prows of t he vessels were pointed toward Cuba, but no 

prey was to be found . Finally , after becoming discouraged 

from long waiting, a fleet of ten Spanish merchantmen was 

sighted . The prospect looked promising to a fe v of the men. 

Their lopes, however, were blasted when in a meeting Jean 

informed them tat hi comraission had expired nd tbet all 

of them would be considered pirates should they attack the 

vessels. Consequently, a fe, · men of the better class , ho 

were already downhearted, demanded a vessel in which to go 

home. Necessity compelled Jan to comply it ,. their demands. 

He stripped one of his ships of its artillery end gav t e 

vess 1 to them. These dissenters sailed to ew Orleans and 
34 

made a report of the incident to the customs offici~ls. 

Soon after Jean returned from this cruise to Gnlveston, 

he was acco ted by Colon 1 George Graham. Thi officer 

had been sent by the aut oritie in lash1n t on to investigate 

the repeated viol tion of federal laws aLd to see that 

Galveston vas evacuated. After visiting the settlement for 

a short time and bei n ~ courteously entertained , he in.formed 

Jean that t te islan m.ust be deserted . Jean, protested his 

innocenc e , and alt hough h did not set a date, politely 

told the officer that if it ·ere t h wishes of t he author-

1ties in 'a.shington, the order would be gladly exooutod. 

The visitor, apparently satisfied with t he proraise, end 

34 
Saxon, 2.E.• cit., p. 224. 
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not anxious to resort t.o coercive measures , left the settle

ment, while the supposed evacuation to ok pl ace. But it 

was not abandoned , for its occupants remained and continued 
35 

to conduct their business as usual. 

In October, 1819, Galveston was made a port o~ entry 

by the embryonic Texas Republic, and at the same time, 

cTean, through his contact with General Long, as made the 
36 

Governor of Galveston. This action, indeed, placed our 

character in a most delicate situation. He was guilty 

of double dealing--as a servant of Spain, his efforts had 

been cast with the Texas patriots; as the Governor of 

Galveston, he had violated his oaths by piratical move

ments; as an American citizen, he repeatedly violated hi 

country' s revenue l aws; and as a protege and friend of 

General Long, he had repeatedly revealed his plans to the 
3'7 

Spanish authorities. 

Due to the precautions that were now being taken by 

the Spanish merchantmen 1n arming t he ir ships, th number 

of cargoes that rere captured. by the pira tes at Galveston 

decreased. In turn, t he residents of Cam.peachy who lived 

and prospered on this trade bee me discontented and unruly . 

Soon their leader' s influence was no loner paramount. 

Althou ,h he repeatedly cautioned them about preying upon 

35 
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36 
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.American citizens, little attenti on was pa id to his warning. 38 

After many successful encounters with Spanish merchantmen , 

the pirates became so bold that they attacked any ship that 

happened to come their way , regardless of its flag; they 

even fell so low as to resort to petty larceny upon planters 
39 

who lived along the coast. 

On one occasion, (October, 1819), a group or these 

degenerates stole ten negroea and other property from a 
40 

planter living near New Orleans. This act caused great 

indignation among the residents in that community. By 
41 

gaining publicity through the local newspapers, the 

wrath of t he authorities was provoked and forthwith an 

American ne.val vesse l was sent after the offenders, then 

on their y to Galveston. fuen the pursued reached the 

island, Jean saw that he would become involved if he pro

tected the fugitives. So, in order to make a show at tair 

dealing, he caused the lee.a.er of the criminals to be hanged. 

His a coomplices 1ere promptly apprehended and turned over 
43 

to an American official for punishment . 

Following this act of condign punishment, Jean sent 

38 
Campbell, loo. cit., S. 
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40 
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two of his lieutenants, Jea.n Desfa:rges ana Robert Joh .. riso.n, 

with a erev.r of sixteen men to Nev; Orleans, ·with orders to 

return wit.ll a sb.ip \Ihieh w~1s then under construction. His 

::t.nstruct1.ons iNere followed 1.mt il they started ho:m,3vmrc1, 

then c1 s!Jort unsehedtllila~ Cl'Uioe v1as 1nade in v1l1i·cl1 t 

manage.a. to capture an American ship. In returning wi tl1 

this prize to their base .or operation, they were sighted 

by officers of the ..!llabcuri..a, a United States revenue cutter. 

Becon1i:ng suspicious of the :piraticnl vessel, the American 

officials gave oh.use antl hauled it down. In the fight 

that ensued the pirates were wade prisoners and taken to 
44 

New Orleans in irons. 

When Jean heard of the misfortunes that had befallen 
45 

:tis co:mredes he hastened to Ne\!v Orleans £';.nd engagec1 

Lmivyers Livingston e . .r1.c. Grimes for their defense. J.1uny of 

his olc1 followers, upon seeing their former chief' in 

fluen.ce of Jean a",.nct Pierre, worked up i.1 sent i:m.e:nt among 

the rabble r1 nc1 s. mob "ras form.ea... Tb.is ~rcup threatened 

to tee.r t:t.e ;jail apart a.nd bur;.1 thE" city if the plrates 

Viere not released :f'rom jo..il. Follcrvd!1g this threat a 

few· fil'es ·were e.tarted which aroused the fury of the 

citizenry. Accordingl:T, the state militia was called out 

44 
DeBow's Review, XI, 385, 386. 

45 -
Ibid. --
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to quell the disturbance. 
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Regardless of this demonstration and the pleas of the 

able attorneys, the offenders were brought before the court 

and convicted. Jean, however, seemed dissatist"ied with the 

verdict a.nd, after obtaining letters of recommendation 

from influential merchants and politicians, hastened to 

Washington with intentions of interceding for his crew. 

Here he managed to delay the sentence and even succeeded in 
4'7 

gaining the freedom tor one of the condemned men. The 
48 

others after repeated delays, were hanged. 

From this time on Jean's influence over his followers 
49 

continued to wane; his strength lessened, and his position 

at Galveston therefore beeame mo e precarious. Acts of 

piracy and petty thievery, often accompanied with murder, 

were becoming more frequent. American citizens no longer 

desired to tolerate such lawlessness and hoped for a respite. 
50 

The local papers at this time were full of these sentiments. 

Customs officials, regardless of the protests of innocence 

by Pierre and Jean, continued to demand aid from the federal 

government to prevent infractions of revenue laws. The 

46 
Niles Weekly Register, 1820, XVIII, 256; Castellanos, 

2.E.• cit., 308, 309. 
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48 
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Spanish overnmental authorities were si.multaneously making 

similar complaints to American officials concerning the 

depredation of the residents of Campeachy. For these and 

other reasons, the federal government was forced to take 
51 

action. 

Con equently, Lieutenant Kearney , in the Brig Enterprise, 

was sent early in 1821 with orders to see that Galveston 

is and was evacuated. Upon his arrival t this island, he 

was et t t \.1e shore by Jeau, who took hi to the "red 

house" and entertained him in a profuse manner. Various 

attempts were made to divert the officer from his mission. 

Finally, seeing that their efforts were ineffective, the 

officer was informed thht his orders would be obeyed. 

Jean asked, however, for t hree onths time in which to 

settle his business affairs. To this request the offi cer 
52 

reluctantly consented and quit the settlement. This 

time Jean saw that the federal authorities meant business. 

He , th refore, divided his property among sorue eight 

hundred of hi men and prepared to leave the island. 

Upon the expiration of the allotted time , Kear ney 

returned and foun that · Jean had l'ept hi prooise--all was 

no, in readiness for the desertion of the unique settle

ment . On one evening in the summer o f 1821, ost or the 

pirates , after setting fire to their structures, boarded 

51 
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52 
Listeir, .Q.E. cit. , VII, 218; Campbell, £E.• c 1 t. , MS. 



their vessels, lifted their anohors, spread their sails 

before the wind, and, as their ships began to disappear 

in the dusk, their cloudy minds . fiery tempers and husky 

voiced ere momentarily silenced as t hey saw the remnant 

of what had once been the home of a happ settlement, dis

appear in saoke . Twelve years of lawlessness with all 

its thrills and sorrows had now come to a close. Jean 

and ' ierre, the masters of illicit tr de, the idols of 

the underworld, t espies of Spain , the ttSaviors" of 

New Orleans sailed once again into the unknown sea of 

darknes • beir act was over, an the few rem ining years 

of their lives Vi ere spent in reoallin t eir past h1E>tory 
53 

to their roving oo panions . 
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