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PREFACE

In this thesis an attempt has been made to poritray
an eminent Southern Statesman, Jefferson Davis, and to show
how he upheld the principle of "state rights", This
question was of utmost importance in the minds of all state
and national lesders from 1856 to 1865,

The sacrifices to this doctrine have been pointed out,
the greatest being made when WMississippl gave up all the
privileges which belong to a state as a member of the
United States, and established the Republic of Mississippi
in 1861.

This study was entered into because of the writer's
interest in Southern History, and with no other motive in
mind than to trace chronoclogically Jefferson Davis' life,
his defensec of "state righis", and the secession of Missis-
sippi.

Materials used in this investigation were found in the
libraries of Oklahoma A. and M. College, the University of
Oklahoma, Dr. J. C. Muerman, Stillwater, Oklahoma, Mrs,

De Ko Fooshee, Idabel, Oklahoma, and the Department of
Archives and History for the State of Mississippi, Jackson,
Mississippi. I wish to express my appreciation to the
library staffs for their assistance in locating materials.

To Dr. T« H. Reynolds, my major professor, I wish to
express my gratitude for the helpful suggestions and ex-
pert guidance which he gave throughout this study.

Oklanoma A. and M. College
May, 1937 Josephine Shipp MeClendon
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Chapter I
The Life of Jefferson Davis

Jefferson Davis was born on the third of June, 1808,
in what was then Christian County, Kentucky. By & subse-
quent division by the state this county became part of Todd
County. Samuel Davis, his father was a native of Georgia,
and served in the Revolutionary War. While Jefferson was
still an infant his father moved to Wilkinson County,
Missisaippi.l

Davis's first schooling was in the usual log=-cabin
school-house but when he was seven he was placed in a Ca-
tholic institution, then known as St. Thomas, in Washing-
ton County, Kentucky. Davis spent three years in this
school; after which he was sent to a school known as
Jefferson College in Adems County, Mississippi. This change
in schools was made to satisfy his mother who wished to have
her son nearer home and away from the close associations of
Catholic teachers. TFrom Jefferson College he went to
Lexington, Kentucky where he entered Transylvania 0011350.2
While at this college he completed his studies in Greek and
Latin and learned a little of the other branches then

A Dunbar Rowland, Jefferson Davis Constitutionalist,
His Letters Papers and opeeches, 10 v., Jackson, Mississip-

Br’ I;EES I’ .

2 Varina Jefferson Davis, Jefferson Davis Ex-President of
the Confederate States: A Memoir by his wWife, 2 v., New

York, I, pp. 16-27.




offercd, such as algebra, surveying, history and Natural
“hilosophy.

Davis had advanced as far as the senior class in
Trausylvenia College when President Monroce gave hiim an
appointment to & cadeiship at Vest Point, HMillitary Academy.
Tz zntered in Sﬁptémher, 1824, and graduated ln 1828 but

3, i3 L4 3 Ean 19
without high scholastic hionor. It sesamed that
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ed 1ittle significance to class standing but he was very

the favorable verdict of his c¢lassmates. This
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he received, for his fellow-cadsts spoke of his manly

bearing, his high-tonsd and lofty character. His figure was
4

sol@iler-like and his siep as springy as that of an Indian.
Upon gredusiicn Davis recelved the usual brevet of
Second Lieutenant of Infantry, and after a short furlough to
visit his people in ilississippi, he reporived for duty atb
Jefferson Barracks, 3t. Louis. Davis served as an officer

of ipfantry on the Worthwest frontier until 188%, when a

&

regiment of dragoons wzs created to which he was itransferred.
Here he served until 1835.

Jefferson Davis ssrved irn the Army seven yeers. Those
years were filled with duilding foris, perfecting the defense

g

3

egainst the approach of hostile Indians, aand superintending

the building of sawmills. He loved the Army but in 1832 e

Frank H. Alfriend, The Life of Jefferson Davis,
Chieago, 1888, p. 21.

8

Rowland, op. cit., I, XX.



was ready to resign because of the passage of the Force Bill.
His own words tell us of the event:

By education, by association, and by preference, I
was & soldier; then regarding that profession as my
vocation for life. Yet, looking the lssue squarely in
the fece, I chose the alternative of abandonirg my pro-
fession rather than be employed on the subjugation or
coercion of a State of the Upion, and had fully deter-
mined and was prepared to resign my commission immedi-
ately on the occurence of such a contlngency. The
Compromise of 1833 prevented the threatened calamity,
ard the sorrowful issue deferred until a day more drear,
which forced upon me the determination of the question
of State sovereignty or sgpremacy-or independence at
submission to usurpation.

During this period spent in the frontier forest Davis
fell in love with Miss Sarah Knox Taylor, the daughter of
Colonel Zachary Taylor. Colonel Taylor opposed his daughter
marrying an Army man and did not approve of Jefferson Davis,
but the opposition did not prevent the marriage. Davis
resigned from the Army in 1835 and went to Kentucky, at a
place near Louisville, where he and Miss Taylor were married
in the home of Colonel Taylor's eldest sister. Present at
the wedding were two aunts, Mr. Taylor's sisters, one uncle,
Mr. Taylor's brother, and many others of the Taylor family.
S0 there was not an elopement as the popular story leads one
to balieve.?

Lieutenant Davis's Army service had been arduocus, and
from his first day on the frontier until his last, he had

always been a candidate for every duty in which he could be

® varina Jefferson Davis, op. eit., I, pp. 89-90.

Rowland, op. eit., I, XX, w1111am E. Dodd in Statesmen of
the 0ld South hints of the elopement story, pp. 178-170.




of use, His conduct had been recognized by the promotion
eccorded %o him by his government.

Jefferson Davis took his young wife to Mississippi and
began the l1life of a planter at "The Brierfield", his inheri-
tance from his father's estate. His elder brother had been
taking care of this for Mr., Davis but he had done little %o
improve it. This plantation was in the swamp lands, so in a
few months both Davis and his wife were stricken by malarial
fever. Mrs. Davis died September 15, 1855, but Mr. Davis
slowly reoovarad.a Mr. Davis never enjoyed good health after
the terrible winter service in the Army of 1828-1830, during
which time he was in northern Wisconsin. While he was a
planter, a United States senator, and President of the
Confederacy, he was never well for any long period.

bDuring the eight years following his wife's death, Mr.
Davis rarely left home. Sometimes a year would elapse with-
out his leaving the plantation. His spare moments werse
spent in reading government and polities.g At the time he
did not realize how beneficial this knowledge would be and
there is not in the range of American biography, an instance
of more thorough preparation, of more intellectual discipline
and elaborate education for political life., But the polit-
ical training of Mr. Davis was different from the American
model. It was more similer to the English method, under
which the faculties and tastes are first caltivated and the

Verina Jefferson Davis, op. eit., I, pp. 89-90.

? 1pia., 1, p. 171,



mind qualified before practical work is begun.l©

Mr. Davis's political life or practical work began in
1843 when he was chosen one of the presidential electors at
large for the State of Mississippi.ll In this canvass Mr.
Davis acquired great reputation and established himself in
the confidence and admiration of the people of Mississippi.
For the ensuing twenty years he was, except for one or two
brief intervals, in public life.

In 1845 Mr. Davis was elected to the National Congress,
but before he left for Washington he married Miss Varian Ann

Howell of Natchez, Miasiaaippi.lz

She was a gifted and
charming young woman who proved herself, in every crisis, a
worthy companion.

Mr. Davis took his seat as a member of the House of Rep-
resentatives on Monday, December 8, 1845. The proposition
to terminate the joint occupancy of Oregon, and the reforma-
tion of the tariff, were the two questions arousing most pub-
lic attention at that time, and Mr. Davis took an active part
in their discussions.l5 He became prominent by the accuracy
of his information, the substantial value of his suggestions,
and the dignity of his behavior.

In 1846 the hostilities with Mexico commenced, and in

10

1 James D. Richardson, Messages and Papers of the
Confederacy, 2 V., Nashville, ﬁgﬁﬁ, 1 P. 18,

12 1pid., 1, pp. 17-18.
13

Alfriend, op. cit., pp. 235-24.

Rowland, op. eit., I, XX.



the legislation which the contest rendered necessary Mr.
pavis' military education enabled him to take a rather
prominent part. In June, 1846, & regiment of Mississippi
volunteers was orgenized at Vicksburg and Mr. Davis was
elected colonel, When he received notice of the election he
resigned from the House of Representatives and went to New
Orleans wheére he joined the regiment which was already on
its way to Mexico.l4

The Mississippl regiment was armed entirely with percus-
sion rifles., General Scott, in Washington, tried to induce
Colonel Davis not to take more rifles than was necessary for
four companies and objected particularly to percussion arms
as they had not been sufficiently tested for the use of
troops in the field. Colonel Davis had no confidence in the
old flintlock muskets, so he insisted on the rifle which had
been made at New Haven, Connecticut:--"the Whitney riflev,
As these were first used by the Mississippians they have been
known as the Mississippi rifles.15

In the battle of Buena Vista, Colonel Davis received a
painful wound.16 A ball struck his foot and shattered the
bone but he refused to leave the field until action was over.
In this war Colonel Davis proved himself a true and brave

soldier.

14 Richardson, op. eit., I, p. 18.

15

AS Edward A. Pollard, Life of Jefferson Davis with a

Secret History of the Southern Confederacy, Atlanta,
Georgisa, 1335, P. 24, - i

Rowlend, op. cit., I, XXI.




Mr. Davis was mustered out of the service in the summer
of 184?.17 Governor A. G. Brown immediately appointed him to
fill e vacaney in the United States Senate occasioned by the
death of Senator Jesse Speight. In January, 1848, the Miss-
issippi Legislature unanimously elected Mr. Davis for the
remainder of the unexpired term. In 1850 he was elected to

the Senate for a full term of six years.la

A peculier
feature in the public career of Mr. Davis was its steady and
consecutive development. He accepted service at the call of
his fellow~citizens,

He virtually took leadership of the Democratic side of
the Senate in the debates on the Compromise of 1850, His
speeches at that period reveal hls precise attitude on the
question of States Rights and the extension of slaverg:}g

When the questiion was presented to Mississippi as to
whether the State should acquiesce in the Compromise legis-
lation of 1850, or whether it should join the other Southern
States 1n a convention to decide as to the best course to
pursue in view of the threatened usurpations of the Federal
Government, Mr. Davis advocated the convention, with the
thought that such co-operation might effectually check the

exercise of constructive powers.ao

17

38 Jefferson Davis, Rise and Fall of the Confedsrate
Government, 2 v., New York, 1031, I, 15-19.

9
: Cong§essicnal Globe, Slst Congress, lst session,
PP. o H ; 5oL,

ROIland, 22- Oit-, I’ m-m'

Verina Jefferson Davis, op. eit., I, p. 352,




In the canvass for governor of Mississippi in 1850, the
candidate of the Democratic party was by his opponents repre-
sented to hold the extreme veiws; that of & disunionist.
This was eirculated so well that in September when the elec-
tion occurred the Democratic candidates for & convention were
defeated by a large majority. The Democratic candidate
seeing failure, withdrew. The election for governor was to
occur in November and Mr. Davis was called on to take the
place left vacant. It was & forlorn hope and Mr. Davis was
not well but as a duty to the party he accepted. When the
election was over Mr. Davis was defeated but the majority
against the party was reduced to less than one thousand.zl

After this election Mr. Davis remeined engeged in the
management of his plantation until the nominetion of Frank-
1lin Plerce for president. He went out to advocate the
election of Mr. Pierce of whom he had formed a very high
opinion when he was in the United States Senate in 1837
and 1838,°%

Franklin Pierce called Mr, Davis into his Cabinet, on
his accession to the Presidency in 1853, Mr. Davis first
refused but while attending the inaugration he was induced
by publie considerations to accept the office of Secretary
of War, Prominent Southern statesmen saw the advantages %o
their section to have a member in the cabinet and per-

suaded Mr. Davis to take the place.

21 DEViS, 22. cit.’ I. p. 80-

22 powland, op. cit., I, XXVI.



Throughout the four years of the Plerce administration Mr.
Davis was by common consent the ablest member of the
Cabinet.*® Between himself and the President there was an
uninterrupted harmony of personal and official intercourse,

Under his control the department of war was greatly
advanced. He introduced many improvements, Among them
were: the infroduction of camels for service on the
Western plains-~-this suggestion was never adopted. He also
introduced an improved system of infantry tactics; effected
the substitution of iron for wood in gun-cerriages; secured
rifled muskets and rifles and the use of "Minnie balls"™;
and advocated the increase of the defences of the sea-coast
by heavy guns and the use of large-grain poude;.z%H

After four years as Secretary of VWar, he again entered
the Senate. This was in 1857 and the political ocutlock was
gloamy.zs Threatening storme were lowering everywhere
because of the questione of the extension of slavery and
seegession. By the time the Thirty-sixth Congress opened in
1859 the whole country was greatly excited.

Mr. Davis was appointed one of a Senate Committee of
thirteen tc examine and report on some edjustment of the
controversies which then threetened the dissolution of the
Unicn, This committee weas compoeed of both northern and

southern men. They falled to find anything on which all

au alfriend, op. cit., p. 89.
24

:&?—iﬁ. 220 Cito, I’ I’lin 22"5:.
25

Ihid.. I’ po 25
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the divisions could agree so they never made a report.a6
Mr. Lincoln had been elected over a divided house-
hold. To the South he represented the enmity of his
party and the determination of the North to deny their
rights under the Constitution, so they immediately began
to secede.27
Mississippi was the second state to secede from the
Federal Union. When Mr. Davis was officially informed
that Mississippil had passed the ordinance of secession, he
took formal leave of the Senate.38 In his farewell address
he told for the last time to that august body, the opinions
he had so often expressed as to State sovereignty, and as
a consequence of it, the right of a State to withdraw its
delegated powers.z9
Before Mr. Davis reached home he had been appointed by
the Convention of Mississippi commander-in-chief of its
army, with the rank of Major—General.so He accepted the
place and went to his home in Warren County to prepare for

what he thought would be a long, hard atruggle.31 He was

2 Senate Reports, No. 288, 36th Congress, 2nd Session,
washington, 1861, I, pp. 1-19.

27
Muller and Shaw, Presidential Messages and State

Papers, 10 v., New York, 1917, VI, P. .

" Jefferson Davis, A Short History of the Confederate
States of America, New York, 1890, p. 59.

29 Congressional Globe, 36th Congress, 2nd Session, p. 487.

Davis, op. cit., I, p. 228,

3
% Davis, A Short History, op. cit., p. 59.




happy to be in the field, for his genius and interest were
military.

Secession acquired impetus as it advanced; before the
first of February, 1861, six states had declared them-
selves no longer part of the Union. Representatives from
these states met on February 4, 1861, in a convention held
at Montgomery, Alabama, for the purpose of forming a
provisional government. This convention drew up a consti-
tution for the Confederacy, which was very similar to that
of the United States.az Officers for the Provisicnal
Government were elected. MNr., Davis was uaanimously elect-
ed President and Mr. Alexander H. Stephens of Georgla was
elected vice-president.ss

Jefferson Davis received this news sadly and fear-
fully. He neither desired nor expected th? position, so
with great grief he started for Montgomery. Mr. Davis
reached Montgomery February 17, by a special train from
Jackson., His trip was one of continual ovation. He made
twenty-five speseches enroute to enthusiastic erowds and
was welcomed on his arrival at Montgomery by a vast con-
course.

Mr. Davis and Mr. Stephens were inaugurated on
February 18, 1861.

32 1pid., p. 65.
33
Richardson, op. cit., I, p. 30,

34 Horace Greely, The American Conflict, 2 v., Hartford,
1865, I, p. 415.
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Thus Mr. Davis came to be the commander-in-chiefl
of a country not yet torn loose from the clinging
memories of a common glory, and which he would gladly,
had it been in his power, have merged in the United
States even on the day of his election, could he have
offered any guarantee to the Southern people for the
exercise of btheir imalienable rights and the security
of their lives and property.35
Mr. Davis organized the government with the aid of a

cabinet of only fair ability. In the selection of a cabin-
et he was relieved from the difficulty which surrounds the

<
President of the United States. There were no "sections™

and no "party" distinctions to be satisfied here.36 All
interests had been merged in a great desire for Confeder-
ate independence. ZEverything had to be created; there was
no army, no navy, no funds, few factories, and a people
opposed to heavy taxation. With all these handicaps, Mr.
Davis from the first had a working government.

President Davis called the Confederate Congress to-
gether April 29, 1861, and in his message to Congress set
before them the fact that the President of the United
States had called out seventy-five thousand men, who had
been given orders to capture the Southern Forts. A block-
ade had been proclaimed to destroy the Southern oommarce.37

This, President Davis declered was in effect a declaration

35
o6

Varina Jefferson Davis, op. c¢it., II, pp. 46-47.
Dﬁ.viﬁ. 9-20 cit., I’ ppo 241"'2421

57 Richardson, op. ¢it., I, pp. 71-76. Lincolns
proclamations for troops and blockade are found in James
D. Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents,

11 v., washington D. C., 1909, VI, Pp. 1o-14,



of war.
On May 20, 1881, the Confederate Congress translerred
the seat of the Confederate Soverament from Vonigomery o

Richmond, Dezeauss it was glready ovideat thet Virgl
38

Y~y
x

would be the battleground of the anpreachinu strugsle.

i

Unon President Davis's arrival in Richmond he found Gensral

Robert ®. Lee in command of the Aray of Virgi..: with the

rank of Major-General, and thirty thousand troeps wers 1n
camps of Ianstruction or in duty at different points of ths
state.

48 the Ctates acceded to the Confedaracy thelir troops,
arms, and stores were turned over to the Confederate
authorities snd officers were asgsigned rank in the Con-

& by the rank which

ot

federate service oy & rule, regula

e
they had held in the Federal Army.o?
When the Coufederate Government was organized at Vont-
gonery, the oneraLLon of the provisiocnal government was
limited to the period of one year when it was to be super-
seded by a permanent government. In 1862 no material
change in the organization was found necessary, nor was
there any change in the personnel of the administration.
Mr. oavis and Hr. Stephens had again vween chosen unani-
mously in the election of November. So on Febrary 18,
1863, the Tirs® Congress, under the permanent constitution

of the Confederate States assembled at the capitol at

58

Davis, op. ©it., I, p. 308,
a9

alfriend, op. git., p. 281,



Richmond. 0On Pebruary 22, President Davis was inavgu-

rataé,éa

holtd

wring the psriod of the war, Mr., Devis cared 11%tle

a4

for socliety and entertalmment, His own words show how
gseriously he considered his position:

I can do either one duty or the other--give
entertainment or administer the Governmment and I
fancy I am ﬂxpﬁicﬂd to perfoim the latter service
in preference.

ue $0 this seclusion and his éisposition to be silent
his Congress interpreted it to mean contempt, so 1llttls
by little they became alienated.

.President Davis spent much time on the battle~field
whenever it was possible and at these times he bitterly
regretted his executive office and longed to engage active-
1y in the fight. Often he gave orders which were against
the Judgenent of the officer in gharge, but he and Gener-
a2l Lee always worked in harmony.42

The year of 1853 opensd drearily for the Presiden%;
With the less of Kenbucky and the lérger portioh of
Tennessee, the Confederacy lost ths main source of its
esat supply. A other zections were occupled by the North
and conmunications wers destroyed, the area of the Con-

federacy became more and more contracted and its sources

of g pply more limited., Bupplies were abundant in many

40 1p14,, p. 245-546.,
&t Varina Jefferson Devis, op. egit., II.
A ™ e

e

Alfriend, cp. eit., pp. 294-325, 390-421.



quarters, but the armies suffered actual want because

- of the lack of transportation and the remoteness of the

supplies from the lines of the lailroads.éﬁ “v ssident

Daviae #4id not lose Talth in the South ond bhis faith was
transmitted the ermy and peoedle vuntil the asciual doyn-
W £ £

fall of the Confederacy.
The fatal disester of Lee's dofeat on April 1, roeached

geated in his pew in St, Paul's

L]

President Davis %311
Church. The news was conveysd to him by a brief note from
the Var Department. President Davis left the chureh with
his veuval calm manner and "measured tread".44

The family of Mr. Davis had been sent southward so
there was little preparation necessary Tor his departurs.
yn the night of Sunday, April 2, 1885, ¥r. Davis accompa-
nied by his personal staff, meambers of his cabliuet, and
attachez of the departments, left Richnond.

Mr, Davis proceedsd o Danville and beye a semblance
of order wag established and mainteined ugtil April 10,
when nsws was recelved that the Arvmy of Horthern Tirginiae
under Genersl Lee had surrendered.

Mr. Davis and kis party left Danville by railroad and

23

went to Greenshoro, North Carolina, Here lMr. Davis net
Genersls Johnston and Beauregard. These two officers told

¥r. Davis that they beleived it hopeless to continue with

l'i}r

45
44

Ivid.,, p. 523
Ibid., pp. 619-620,
45 1pig., p. 6e2.



the war. Mr, Davis with the consent of the cablnei ad=
vised them %o ob%ain t@fms.éﬁ

I . Davis proceedsd o Ch&rio““a and remained there
neariy & week, The bterms reachsd by Jobnsijon and Shovman
were received and submitied to the cabinet. The surrcocndisr
of Johnsion snded the Conrfedorate causes cast of
sippi. ="

Mr. Davis st 1LQ§ with a few men who voluniteered to
gcecompany him for the Trans-iississippi, where there wer
men who were still uphelding the Southern cause. = He
hoped to use this means in obltaining morg acceptable terms
than had been offered. Mr. bavis bad not gone far when he
heard that marauders were pursing his femily, whom he had |
not seen since they left Richmond. He knew that they were
enproute to ths Florida coast so he changed his airection to
go to them, After a long hard ride he found them encamped
and threatened by a robbiag parity. Ia order that they have
tlie nesessary protectlon lr. Davis traveled with them to
tiie neighborhood of Irwinville, Georgis., He was preparing
t0 leave his Tamily a% thig point whon he heard that the
party of marauders were 1o atiback the camp thabt nighi. Mr.
Davis thought them to . be pillaging dessriers from both
armies and that he would be able to veason with the Con-

Tederate members of the parity. So he lay down in his

46

fbid., pp. &25~038,
4” T . Y -
/ Wiﬂid., nn,., B237-528.
43

- Davis, op. cit., I, p. 637,
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traveling clothes to awalt their coming. Late in the
night of Hay 10, 1865, the ecolored coachman arcused Mr.

CAMp. . LBViS

Dgvis and told him the troops were in the

f”?

stepped out of his wife's tenl and saw s0me worseden, whom
he recognized as Federal calvalyymen. Mis. Davis besggesd

him to leave at oncs It was dark in the dtent and Mr.
Davis picked up what ae thought to be his water~prool over-

coat and Mrs. Daviag theew & shawl over hig shoulders. The

coat wialch was taken so hurrisdly happened ©

&

Davists. 0 ifr. Davis had sone some twenty yards when he
was ordered to halt. ile was placed under arrsst. In s
gxcitement of arresting Mr. Davis ssveral of the other nmen
were allowed Lo escapsc.

A8 the {troops proeseded to iacon with theilr prisoners,
news was veceived of the proclamation of President Johuson
whichh oifered a rewvard of owe hundrsd thousand dolilars for
tie aporehension of Wy. Davis as an acvceomplice in The asg-
assination of the late FPresident Lincalﬂ.51 Wr. Davis was
taken Yfrom point to point until placed in Fortress Monrce.

Mr. Davis was imprisoned in Fortress Lomroe for two
years beifors he was allowed the privilege of the writ of

habeas gorpus. In prisca MHr. Dovis recsived all the hu-

49 mic gave rise 1o the story of tae attenpt of ¥r. Davis
to escane in women's clothing but even Pollsrd disregards
this wversion. Pollard, op. Cit., D. 883,

50 . N e ek
pavis, op. 2it., II, pp. 7OL-700.

51 nichardson, Hessonges and Papars oﬁ the Presideats,




milintiona that 3she »prison kesper could think $o inflict.
His eell was dsmp and dirty. The marehing of the sentinals
twenty~Pour hours a day was trying on his nerves. 4% timss
he was chained with haavy chaine that d4id not allqw free
movenent. The food was um@atablé, so nig health, which was
never geod, wase broken when he was flnally relsased. IHis
own description shows some of the torture to which he was
subjected:
WMy daily experience as a priscner ounly served o
increase my extreme solicitude. Bitter tears have been
shed by the gently, and stern reproaches have been made

by the magnanimous, on account of the heavy fetiters ri-
vataed upon nme whlie in @ sitone casenment and surrounded

by a strong guard; but these were less execruciating than

the montal agony my captorz were able to inflict., It

was long before I was permitted to hear from my wife and
children, and this, and things like this was power which
edueation added to savage cruslty.o®@

On May 6, 1866, Mr. Davis was indleted for treason in
the United States Court for the Distriet of Virzinia. He
insisted on a prompt and speedy itrial bat the government
postpened the trial and held him without ball until Mey,
1867, At this time he was brought before the court at Rich-
mond upon a writ of habeas corpus. Ball was granted and his
bond was fixed at one hundred thousand dollars. The court
demended that some of his aceusers go on his bond so Horace
Greeley and Gerritt Smith, the distinsuished abolitionists, .

were among the slgners of his bend.54

52

pavis, A Short History, op. eit., pp. 498-499.

53 punbar, op. cit., VII, p. 140.
54 1pig., VII, pp. 169-175.



[

Mr. Davis lsft Tortress Monroe May 4, 1867 for Rieh-
mond; reprievgd but not freed; Here he received an enthus-
iastic reception. The interval babween hig releass and his
reappearance before the Pederal court, at Riechmond the next
Hovenber was passed in Canada. A% the Novembar term of the

Pederal eourt he was present for trial dbut was agsin re-

=

lessed and told to appesr on the twenity-fifth of Merch,
1868.°
Mr. Davis and his family went to Fnglend, where ir.
Davis hoped 10 regaln his health and try to fipd 8 means
by which he could suppert his family. In the coursge of the
agtumn Mr. Davis was offered the »residency of the life
insurance company. Something else would have been prefer-
able but his needs rvendered him unable to be a choossr, S0
he sailed for fwerica. HMr. Davis went to Memphis and took
charge of the sompany but its success was of short duration,
8o ¥Mr. Davis reburned o the CGuly Coast of Wississipni.
Here, midway between Wobile and Hew Orleans, at "Beau-

-

vior" Mr. Davie settled. He bought part of the estaie

far]

from Mrs, Dorsey, who was an old friend, and at her death
she willed the remainder of Beauvior %o him.57

The case of ¥Mr. Devie vwas Pinslly hesrd by Chief
Juetice Chase and Detrict Judge‘ﬁndermood,»wha wera divided

t
in opinion. This sont the case to the Supreme Court of the

5% ..

56 . .
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United States. Here the proceedings were guashed so Mr.
Davis 4id not have the opportunity to vindicate himself be-
oy ¥ 2t ohaat Tada 4»58
fore the highest Tedoral Court.
The last vears of ¥r. Davis's life were devoted 1o

writinzs. He wrote "The Risc and Tall of tho Confadersate

- B E R ] “ 3 & kY v A N, . xS .
Soveriment” which woo published in 1881, At hals dsath he

E sy s . -3 —— TR S . ogm o A R I AP y b3
bilograpay whlch wes latiter used by his wifls In her Wonmoir.,
The deeth of Mr., Dovig oszourred at NWew Orleans aboul

Slad. w

ope otelock in the nowming of December 8, 1389, e awoke

From ¢ sound, gquiel €lesp with 2 congestive chill and in

(&2
.
b
[
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about three hours his brave, true heart

. Ei3Y _

naat, |
The Tuneral csTaonies were worthy of the illustrious

=

- 2 e ot g « g 1y Ly & 3 P :
the deceased statesman. Public neotings were

asld in many clitisez and towns of the 3outh $o give exvres-
s8lon to their sorvow. The Tlags of the State Cspliols were
placed at half-mast, Mr. Davis wes buried tenporarily in

New Orleans snd later his remains were removed to Richmond,

It was appreopriote that his remalns should rest at

- % 1m0y gy o o . P T S ey A emn en 4
mainzained an unsgual struggls for a pe:

L3, B I o T LA
the nations of tho world.

sy 0. 6it., II, 2p. 790-794,
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Chapber IX

JeTrerson Davis and thes Theory of State Righis

The political theory on which the Southern states, in
1860, and 1861 based their right to withdraw from the Union
was not the sudden creation of any one man or state. Iis
origin may be traced in the desire of the sarly frontiers-
men for independent action. They direcied their struggle
against the Parliamsnt and the king and it ultinmately led
toc separation and indspsndence, So it is in these efforts
that we get the very beginning of the theory of “state
rights»,

yhile the Articles of Confsderation were the hases of
government there were many threats of secession and the
adoption of the Constitution in 1789 did not stop nuwllifli-
cation and secession ideas. Alezander Hamilton spoke to
Thomas Jefferson of the dangers of a separation of states
when the bill providing Tor the assumpition of state dsbis
was in Coﬁgress.l Then upon the arrivel of the Jay Treaty
with England, feeling ran very high. The Fedsralisis

<

favored the trsaty and it was passed by the Senate, by a

strictly party vote, after long debatss and hiants of se-

cession by the Federalist, i¢ it were not adopted.

k]

The first state action defending the theory of state

. o
John B. MoeMaster, A H

story of the People of the United
States, Hew York, 1923,

L
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Te, L, P. D3Z,

Ivid., II, p. 215.



rights was teken by Kenbucky in 1798 when the legislature
of that state issued the Kentucky Resolubtlons. These reso=-
lutions were protests against the Alien and Sedition laws.
Thej zset forth the theory that the government was founded
on a compact between the states, by which certain specified
nowers were delegated to the central government and sll
others were reserved to vhe states, that
the government created by this compact was not made
the exclusive or final Judgs of the extent of the
powers delezgated to itself; since that would have made
its diseretion, and not the constitution, the neasure
of its powers; but that as in all other cases of com=-
pact among parties having no common judge, each pardty

has an egual right to Jjudge for itsell, as well as
infractions as of mode and measure of redress.”

Thnomas JeffTerson was the author of these resolutiom:;é and
was for a long period the recognized leader of the state
rights group.

The Fedsralist party denounced the "Hesolutions® and
insisted that differences arising between a state and the
Hational Government should be settled by the National
Courts. But with the annexation of Loulsiana they became
the strict counstructionists of the constitution because
they suspected the Republican leaders of trying to perpet-
wate their hold on the gavernmeﬂt.a In 1809 they pro-

nounced the "Embarzo" unconstitutional and again tareats of

S Nile's Weekly Regmister, H. Niles ed., Baltimore, 1814~
1850, ZLIT I, supplement p. B. :

Thomas Jefxeroon, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson
T,rashlnbton, .‘U- Ldu, 20 V., TI, J{X.Lla.o

American Historical Assoclation Papers, New Tork, 1885,
5 v‘. , I’ pm 267 *




(RN
Sl

.

gecession were heard. During the War of 1812 feeling ran
so high that the HaritTord Convention was held. This con-
vention, held in December 1814, adopted a philosophy simi-

2=

ier to that of the Keatucky hesolutions., They stated:

that acts of congress in violation of the constitution

sme sbsolutely void and in cesss of deliberave,

dangerous, and palpable infractions of the consiitu~
vion, affecting the sovereignty of a state and the

liberties of the people it is not only the right butb
the duty of such a stale to intervose its authority

Tor thelir protectlon, in the manner best calculated o

secure that end.©C
The war soon ended and peace removed many of the grievances
and hard feelings.

The right of secession or nullification had anever been
seriously considered by any parbty so long as the Union was
happy and prosperous. But when the great lesaders regarded
thelr section as grisvously oppressed they began deliber-
ately to asaert the right of secession,

1nt 1 1832 nullification rather than secession had
besn advocated but the passage of the tariff bill of 1833
aroused an oppositlon in the Bouthersn stetes which threat-

)

zible resigtance snd nossivle zogsssion. Bouth

o)
£5
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o
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Carolina, led by John €. Calihoun made the strongsst opposi~
tion. Calhoun went further than Thomas Jefferson in his
theory. ﬁe claimed that the rights of the states ﬁ“e% out
cf the Tact, that ths constitubion establishing the Federal

governnent, was adopited by stetes which were and remsined

b

sovereign; that each state had the right, in virtue of its

iott, The History of the Hartlford Conventions,
2y m. 124,

& o
J. E. BL
Boston, 188



undiminished sovereignty, to nullify the aect, to resist

its enforcement and even to reppal ite ratification of the

compact and withdraw from the Unian.v, Althovgh the ides

e

of state soverelgnty &id nos @ﬂigin&te with Calhoun he
elabereted 1%t more thoroughly than any one else had done.

Many other incidenits called Torth threats of secession
from both the North and the Scath as the annexstion of Tex-
as, the siruggle for Kansas, and the John BfOWn raid.
These point out the drifting apart bf the two sections in
their theories a&s %o the nature of government. The belief
in state rights beceme more and more general in the South
and with the passing of Calhoun, Jefferson Davis became
the leader ol the state rights graup.a

From the beginning of his career, Jefferson Davis ag-
cepted the political theories of the state rights party.
It is not known when this conviction was embraced or why
they have no actual proof. It seems that this philosophy
was instilled in him while he was in school at %eét'Point
and that his publie life was slways closely identifisd
with these theories.

Mr. Davis's first public stand on the principnle of
State Rights was made in 1832 when the tariff acts incited
South Carolina 4o issue her nuilification ordinance. At
this time hé was serving im the arny on the porthwestern

frontier. When the proclamation of President Jackson pre-

Congreossional Debates, Washington, D. C., 1833, 14 v.,
IX, part L, Dp. 187~132.

8

Varina Jefferson Davis, op. ecit., I, p. 426.
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septed the possibility that the itroops of the United States
would Ee empleyed to enforce the execution of the laws in
that stateg.aﬂd Mr. Davis' detaechment might be sent; Davis
himself, was ready o vesign. The compromise measures of
1833 prevented the threatened calamity.

puring the eight years spemt on the plantation the
"Brierfield” he prepared for the leadership of the state
, xights group by stuéying?paliﬁids and government. He con-
sidered the:constitution & sacred compact, by‘whicﬁ a
number of soverelgn states agreed to hold their pésﬂessions
in eommon under sirict limitation; and that,; as in any
other parinership or business agreement it was not to be
evaded without the szserifice of honor and good faith., He
abhorred centralization, believed that a republic could be
permanent and successful only when the widest community
independence was s@cared.lo These were the viewsvwhich he
took to the National House of Representatives when he was
elected to that body in 1845 to represent the state of
Mississippi. :

Mr. Pavis resigned from Congress (o take part in the
Mexican War and while he was still in New Orleans President
Polk offered him o commission as Brigadlier-Gensral 6f the
Volunteers, He unhesitatingly declined on the ground that

no such comnlszion could be conferred by TFederal authority.

¢it., II, pp. 64
10

Richardson, Messases and Papsrs of ithe Presidents, op.
0-656, ”‘

Varina Jefferson Davis, op. ¢it., I, pp. 172-174,
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He said that he thought volunteer itroops raised in a state

1l
should be officsred by men appointed by state authority.
Even for the gratification of his own ambition, he would
not sscrifice his primciple of state rights. This wes his
first sacrifice t¢ the growing Southern doctrine.

Ths compromiss of 1350 averted for the time the dan-
gers of disunion and civil war but it was opposed with
decision by Mr. Davis and his ssscociates in the state
‘rights group. Ia bis speech of July 21, to the Senate on
the compromise measures he said:

Give to each section of the Union justice; give
to every citizen of the United 3tates his rights as
guaranteed by the constitution; leave the Confederaey
to rest upon that basis from which it arose-the fra-
ternal feelings of the pesople-and I, for one, have no
fear of its perpetuity; none that 1t will pot survive
beyond the limits of human spesculation, expanding and
hardening with the lapse of time, to extend its
blesseings to ages unnumbered, and a people innumerable;
to include within its empire all the useful products
of the earth, and exemnplify the capacity cof a con-
federscy, with general, well-defined powers, to ex-
tend illimitably without imparing its harmony or iis
‘strength.l2
Although the bill passed, it was medse the pretexi for

the most hostile denunciations of the South from the press,
- platforms, and pulpiits of the North, where all guise of
friendship was thrown away, and censtitutional obligations
and respect for law were derided.

In 1852 at the Democratic State Convention held at

Jackson, Mississippl on January 8, Mr. Davis again asserted

11
12

Ibid., I, p. 287,
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nis principle of state rights. He said that the right of

L4

a Stalte under any counvingency to resume the grants maae
by her s a soverelgn party to bthe Tederal compsct had
been denled by nmen who claimed to be Iriends of the Union.

<
P
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the state, {and

o

» also asserted thatl a reserved right of

all rights are reserved which have not bsen granted or

(-‘

delegated vo the National Government by the constituiion),
, , o U S
can be surrendersd only by the paople of tle siate. He

baelieved that the slgns of the tines portendsd danger to
the South, and he counselled that Mississippi should take
part in ths proposed mecting of the Sautherh Stateslta cone
sider what should be done to insure their fulture safety
from the usurpation, by the Federal government, ol un~
delegated powers. He Trankly stated hig conviction that
unless some action were taken, the sectional poliey would
engender greater evils in the futura.lé Me asserted the
right of ssecession as the lest resort was ag originsl, in-
herent, and vital atiribute of state sovereignty.ls

On OCetober 11, 1838 Hr, Davis delivered his celebrated

speech before the Democrats of Bosion, Massaschusetis, in

e WA
16

which he reaffirmed the docirine of state sovereigniy.
This speech brought the highsest praise throughout the

South and created a furor throughout the Nation, for, at

13 .

tbid., II, pp. 117-125.
4 ,
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this time, fealing over sectlonal differences was running
high,

In the thirty-sizxth Congress of 1889, Ur. Davis sub-
mitted to the Senate a series of resolutbilons, to bs voted
upon severaily. By this method he hoped to {ind the opine

ion of the Genate on what he thought was guarantes
a2

&
g I N ) — o ahe oi¥ 'L'? i1y « ~ N e -~ G &
gtate by the constitution. There were 3ix resoluiblions of
which the two most imporitant were:

I. Resolved, That in the adoption of the Tederal
Constibtution, the states adopting the same
acted severally es free and independent sover-
eignties, delegating a portion of their powers
t0 be szzxercised by the Iederal Government for
the increased security of each, against domes=~
tic as well as Toreign, and that any intor-
meddling by one or more States, or by & combi-
nation of their citizens, with the domestie
institutions of the others, on any pretext,
whether politicsl, moral or religious, with the
view to their disturbance or subver¢1on, is in
violation of the constitution, insulting o the
states so interferred with, endangers their do-
mestio peace and traanLl;uy--objacts for which
the Comstitution wes formed--and by necessary
conaequence, serves to weskon and destroy the
TUaion 1itsself.

L{IZ. Resolved, That the union of these States rest on
the equal*ty of rirhts and privileges among its
members, and that iv is espécially the duty of
the Senate, which the Stabtes in tnair sovereign
gapacity, to resist all atiempis to discrininate
either in relation to person or propsriy, so as,
in the Territoriss-~whieh are the common pog=
geaglon of the United States--to glve advantage
to the citizens of oue State which are not 18
egually secured to those of every obther State.

These resolutions were swended and adopted by the Senate,

but they were too late to satisfy the rising tide of

1 ‘7 " . “ T o~ .
Gongressionel Globs, 56th Counsz., Ist sess., pp. 658-859.
18
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sectlional feeling.
- On May 7, 1860, Mr. Davis pointed out to the senste
that one of the serrors yhieh prevalled in the Tunitsd States

s e ) ATy
not one of thse

fq
{)

was the theory that the government was
people. He said that the govermment of the United States

was

{7

Pormed by & mas a compact between the soversign members

(i
£

who formed it; that all members had the right to do as they

ased in their domestic sffairs, Yhen the constitution

‘J

was formed, the delegat wers not elscted by the people en-
masse, but that tth came from each one of the States. When
the constitution was formed 1% was referred not to the
people en-masse, but to the States geverally, and was rati-
fied severally. That in ?armind and adoptlng the Consti-
tution, the States, or the people of the States, formed a
new Government but no new people; consequently, no new
sovereigaty was oreated, Tor soverelgnty, in an American
republic can bzlong only to a people, aever Lo a Goverument.
Therefore, the Federal Government is entitled to exercilse
only the powers delegated Ho it by t;e pecple of the sever-
al Stat@s.lg'

¥r, Davis held that the term "People®™ in the preamble

to the Constlitution and in the tznth Amendment, is used

digtrubutively; that only "Peopls of the United Statesn
koown ¢ the Constitulics are the people of each ate in

the Union; that 0o suck political comamunlty or corporate

unit s one people of the United States then existed, has

19 Ibid., pp. 1937-1940.



ever been organized, or yet exists; and that no political
community or corporate unit as one people of the United
States in the aggregate has sver taken place, or ever can
bake place under the Constitution; that political sover-
eignty, in contradistinction to the natural righits of man,

es nelther in the individual eitizen, nor in unorgan=-

£

31
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ized masses, nor in fractional subdivisions of & commun-
ity, but in the people of an orgsnized political body.20

In the light of the prineiples on which the Consti-
tution was founﬂed, there can be no doubt that the primsry
and parasmount allegiaﬂce of the citizen is due to the
sovereign only; that this sovereign, is the people of the
State to whieh he belongs; the people who ersated the
State Government which he obeys and which protects him in
the enjoyment of his personal rights; the peopls alone,
ag Tar as he is conecerned, ordained and established the
Federal Constitution and Federal Government; and have re-
served to themselves sovereignty, which involves the power
to revoke all agencies created by them. If vsovereign”
sbolishes the State Government and establishes a new one,
the obligation of allegiasnce requires the people of that
state to transfer thelr obedience accerdingly.gl

Hr. Davis was always prepared to follow the principle
of State Rights to their logical consequences, that of

withdrawal from the Union. This is clearly seen from his

20 . ) _ v .
Davis, A Short History, op. cit., pp. 48-49.
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2l Ibid., pp. 50~51.
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speech mads befors the Senats on January 21, 1861, ia which
he concursed with the action of the people of Mississippl in

secession, He said that he believed Mississippl had e

&

o

Justifiable cause and in secession they hoped to preserve

.

Tor themselves, and to transmit to their posterity, the
freedom they had received from thelr ancestors.gg

¥r, Davis was a true and loyal son to his State,
ackanovledging no other allegiance, ready to defend her
honor, maintain her righits, and share her fate. Until the
dissolution of the Union, he was an sarnest and consistent
member of the siate rights group. He was an ardent dis-~

ciple of their doctrine. He was the champion of the

South, her ecivilization, her rights, and her dignity.

2 . ,
82 ongressional Globe, 36%h Cong., 2nd sess., p. 487,
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Chapter III
The Secession of Wississippi

Mississippi, as late as 1800, was still a yilderness
thet Spain had but recently renounced to the United
States.l In 13832 the state was ifteen years o0ld and
aven ag g territary its history went back orly thirty-
five ysars. There was not one man of middle life whe had
been born either in the state or the territory of Missis-~
sippi. Thewrsfore, the new state had a cosmopolitsn
flavor. The virtuves of such & community are optimism and
flexibility., The population was overwhelmingly southern.g
From Georgia, round a great crescent embracing all the
seaboard, streams of migration had come into Mississippi.
Therefore, the new community was a composits picture of
the whole South. There were the country life, the broad
asres, generous hospitality, and an aristoceratic system.

with this background, a convention was held at
Jackson in 1833, To the citizens of Mississippi the
tariff of 1832 was unjust and unequal to the South, so
they met Tor the purposs of endorsing the course of
South Carolina in regard %o nullif:i.c»:zx’c,:‘Lcm..g1 At this con-

vention much was s3ald on the subject of vresistancem but

l oy~ - " 5% o o P y I & ap- - Y 1. . o ¥,
Duabar Rowland, disgissippi, The Heart of the South,
2 v., Jackson, MissTssippi, 1925, 1, DD. 060-026.

% 1pid., I, p. 472.

Davis, A Short History, op. cit., p. 45.
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no official achtion was taken.? JUL

In 1834 the pendulum swung to the other extreme., Wul-
lification and secession Wereirepudiate& by the people of
Mississippl in thelr primsry electiou, a state convention,
and by their legislatareis Tha legislature passed a joint
resolution declaring that it would sustain the President
of the United States with heart and hand in full exercise
of his legitimate powers to restore peace and harmony to
the distracted country, and to maintain unsullied and un-
impaired the honor, the indepeﬁdence, and the integrity
of the Union.6

It was not until a decade before the Civil war that
secession in Mississippi was anything more than an abstract
question. The initial movement which resulted in an at-
tempted withdrawal from the Union began in iay 1849, when
an informal meeting of prominent citizens wes held in
Jackson %0 proiest against the policy of Congress in
regard to excluding slavery from the territories which
belonged to the United States as & whole,

The men at this meeting issued a call to the people

of the several counties %o elect delegates to a State Con-

o ——,

4 James Wilford Garner, The First Strugsle Over Secession
in Mississippi, publication of the MMississlppl Hisbtorical
Soclety, vol. iv, pp. 89=90.

5 Tbid., p. 90.
6
Congressional Globe, 32nd Congress, lst 35
Appendix p. =285 gives the resolutions passed g
legislature of Mississippi. i T ce e
Garner, op. elt., p. 90. R AP R O SR SN
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vention., The purnose of this convention was %o connider

and the subjesct of Federgl agprezeion on stats rights,
”hﬁ nyent ponvaned al Jackson in Octoher and wos

pre:ideé over by 7illiam L. Sharkey, ¥r. Chorkey was a

whig in polities and a man of dacided Union procliv:

4
HA
¥
it
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but he was strongly opposed to ths poliecy of Congress in
excluding slavery from the terriitories. This i8 belisved

to have been the first general maseting ofF the paople of the

This eonvention adonted resolutions Jonﬁyqqlag +the
policy of Congress and isgued an address to the peopla which
r~sammuadad a pooilar conventlion to be held at Washville,
Tennesses, in the follawing June with the hope of arrvesting
tha course of Ped”rum aggress iion,.”  Shonld this convention
fail Yo secures the proper rvedress, 1t was suggested as a
poasible ultimate resordt, that the lagislatures of all the
injured 3tates call more solemn conventions. Thats ihe
dslegates Lo these be elseted by the people to deliberate,

gpoak, and act with all the soverelgn power of the people,.

¥rom %hese conventions there mignt result & convention of
all the grieved 3tates 40 provids for their separats wel-

fars a compact of union whick would afford provection %o

8 4lrriend, op. git., p. 237.

8

10 Congressional Globe, 32nd Congress, lst Session,
Appendix p. LEY.

Garner, gg.‘cit., IV, »p. 91.
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this movement, A copy of the proeczedings of the Moy con
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vention was sent to him wilth the request that he advisze the

peeple of Mississippl sg to the proper course for the
Cctoker convention to pursue. Mr. Calhoun rTeplled on July

9th, giving his opinicn that the only hops of the glave

ted a Southern convention which ought not to be

5’\
[
o

Golayed beyond anothor year. He advised that a central

!s»a
rz}
L)

coumiittes bBe organized for the Stalts at large sud also ohe

in esch countvy; that firm resolutions be adopted by the

r«

meetings which were to be held befors the meeting of the
isgisls ture in the f8ll., He further stated that tha‘grea%
object of a Southern convention should be $o put Torth in
& polemn manner the causes of the grievances of the South
in an a&dlasg to the other Staves, and to adwmonish them se

to ths ﬁeusequ snces which might Tollow if {they should not

i

be redressed, and to take mezsures preparabtory 4o it, in
case they should not be, The < "‘l should be addressed fo

all those wheo are desirous %o save the Union and the

il
iz
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Pollard, op. oit., p. 87.
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Bouthern lunstituticns =nd who, in the alternative of sub-
mission or dissoluticn, should 1t be Toresd &
xfer the latter. e g2id thet ne 8telts wan snorvre

nni Por it is

deatined to e the zresatest sufforor if the abolitionists

sernpulously followed

recommended that all
the slave Ststoes mect at Neshville on June 2, 1880, Only
nine States were represanted ¢v this Conventlon, and those

not by thelr full delegstiocns, so 1% was evidert that the

As heed of the Mississippil delegrition and »residing

]

u

orlicer of the convoution, Chief Tustice Shervkey was the
nost prominent member of the confersnce. Fe sought 1o make
the preservabtion of the Union the keynote of the convention
i e dannd dme e e 15 . . .

anG to incline its members o modsration, but the con-
vention passed resolutions recogaizing %he right of secess-
ion whenever il might seenm propor and nscessary. It also
reconmended that the South refuse to take part in any

Hational Coaveniion for the aomination of a president until

-4 Gongress igral Lobe, 2iZnd ”uﬁ*“eSS, 1st Session,
Appendix p. 52 ecntains a copy of the letter of Celhoun's
which was written o C. 5. Tarpley of Mississippil,

Cleo Hoaron, Mississippi and the Comoromiss of 1880,
fublicaﬁ1on of the Misslsgiogi*ﬁhstorical Society, Xiv,
p;@ . ,-'« U~124 "

=
=]

Garner, op. cit., IV, p. 92,
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the rizhts of the Southern people were guaranteed; that all
social, commercial, and political intercourse with the North
be suspended until the grievances of the South were re-
dressed; that every community appoint a vigilance committee
to wateh out for incendiary publications, that Southern
liférature be encouraged, and travel in the North discour=
ageﬂ.lﬁ |

The enactment of the Compromise measures of 1850 gave
an inmpetus to the secession movement in YMississippl for the
roment but in the end Vississippi declersd that while they
did not entirely approve the Compromise of 1850, they would
abide by it as a permanent adjustment so long as all its
features should be faithfully adhered to and enforced.l?

The secession movement seemed te be dead, but for the
next ten years many events occurred to reduce the strength
of the Union supporters in the South.- The infractions of
the fugltive slave law, the Kansas sitruggle, the publication
of "Uncle Ton's 6abin5, the John Brown raid, and the clect-~
ion of Lincoln, intensified the feeling of hostility
toward the Horth,

In 1856 the talk of sccession again became strong. The
disruption of the Wational Democratic Convention was the

18
direful precursor of the Civil war, After Mr. Lincoln's

,16 Congressional Globe, J2nd Congress, lst Session,
Appendlix p. 987,

Garner, op. eit., IV, pp. 93 and 94.

18 Davis, A Short History, op. c¢it., p. 40.




election by a purely sectional vote on a platform of prin-
c¢iples that distinetly foreshadowed the hostile and uncon-
stitutional policy the abolitionists intended to pursue
towards the South and its "peculiar"” institution, all hope
of the preservation of the Union without bloodshed perished
and it was almost universally recognized that the fateful
hour had oome.lg

John Brown's raid into Virginia had alarmed and shocked
the entire white population of the South. Southern detesta-
tion and horror of that robber, murderer, and insurrection-
ist was enlarged by Mr. Lincoln voieing the sentiments of
the radicals when he said that this Union cannot remain half

20
free and half slave,

The Democratic party of the State, representing an
overwhelming majority of the people, said Governor McwWwillie
in his message to the legislature on November 16, 1859, had
adopted the following resolutions:

Resolved, That in the event of the election of a "Black

Republican candidate to the presidency by the suffreges

of one portion of the Union only, to rule over the

whole United States upon the avowed purpose of that or-
gaanization, Mississippi will regard it es a declaration
of hostility and will hold herself in readiness to co-

operate with her sister States of the South in whatever

they may deem necessary for the maintenance of their
rights as co-equal members of the Confederacy.2l

54 Thomas H. Woods, Secession Convention of 1861, Missis-
sippi Historical Society FEEI%dETI3ET"VTT P. 92.
20

Abraham Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln's Complete Works, 5 v.,
Wwashington D. C., 1904, I, p. 201.
- A. Evans Clement, @ditor, Confederate Military History,
12 v., Atlanta, 1899, VII, p. 6.
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in view of these Tacts the Legislature of Mississippi
was c¢onvened in extraordinary session by Governor Pettus.

assenbled them for ths

iy
[

Fe said in his message that he Lo
purpose of taking into consideration the greatest and most
solenn guestion that had ever engaged the attentlion of any
legislative body on this continent, and expresssd the

opinion that the Nérthern States had disregarded and over-
ridden the Constitution of the United States in the métt@r

é" y
22 : .
of slavery. The legislsturs, after citing in a preamble

h

neir reasons for so dolng, adopted a resolution which pro-

et

vided for a proper remsdy for thelr injuries, that of
seceesiOﬂwgﬁ A bill was passed which provided for a con-
vention of the psople of Mississippi. An election was to
bs held according bto law, in saeh praéinot of every county
in the Ztate, sixbty in nunmber, for delegetss to the con-
vention, Just as in case of an election for representa-
tives to the legislature, each county was eantitled to the
same number of delegates in the convention as it had in

the leglslature, including the reﬁrasentation of any city
or town. The election was %o be held on December Z0, 1860.
The legislature submitted the questlon to the people and
adjourned, sine die.gm The question whether the State
should secede was debated before the people in every county

of the State. SBome of the most able and distinguished

22 o mgs e \ - .
“% Rowland, Mississippi, op. eit., I, p. 773,
23

Confederate Military History, VII, p. 7.
24

Ibido’ p. 80



citizens upheld the negative side of the issue.

Under the provisions of the bill the sovereign people
cf the State were convoked in a convention., An elsetion for
delegates to the convention was held and resulted in favor
of secession delegabtes by & popular majority of less than
¢ighteen ﬁhousaud.zﬁ $o the guestion had been decided by
the people at the polls. The hour had struck; the erisis of
waieh Jefferzon Davis had warned them in the summer of 1860
had:érrivaé; The slectinn showed a small minority was for
¢clinging to the Union and fighting the battle for thelr
rights under the Constitution; some favored the final step
of severing the State's relatvion te the Union only with
cooperation of other slave holding States Tirst secured:
but the great majority believed the time for immediate and
decisive action was &t hand and that‘the way to security
wes in separate, independent, State action.z

Governor Petius appointed commissiocpers $o visit the
other Southern Stetes to inform them of the action teken by
the Mississippl legislature and expressed hope that they
would cooperate with her in the adoption of efficlent
measures for their common defense- and safety. Mississippi
was visited by like commissiloners from the other Southern

a7 v
StatesS,

A caueus preceded the meeting of the Mississippi con-

&5 Ibid., p. 8.
Woods, op. e¢it., VI, p. 93,
27

Rowlend, Mississippi, op. eit., I, p. 777.
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vention, at which its work wzs outiinsd according t¢ a plan
28

largely formule by Le §e Co Lomar, The delsgates

were truly represcatative of the highest and best in the

014 whig and Demoecratic parties. Frox the Thig renk cams
J. L. Alcorn, J. Shall Yerger, Walker Srocks, 7. A, Hershall,
George K. Clayton, Fraucis . Hogers, J. winchestser, H. W.

waltcr, Charles . Fomta! s not 3¢ widsly

3
by
.
&
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known. 7%hese men had besn chosen by the peopls yithout re-
gard to former party affilistion. ¥Frowm the Lemoerstic rank
ceme William 3. Barry, L. Q. C. Laemar, %iley P. Harris,
Henry T. Ellett, A. ¥. Clayton, . C. Glenu, Sanuel J.
Gholson, J« 4. George, J. We Clepp, and J. 4. er.gg Hearly
one-itall of the delsgales were notl cver forey yeurs of sge,

and & singlco member nad passed sixiy.

the convention was cslied to order by Samuel J. Gholsen, an

e e mvin v e P e e eanes o PR B 3 1 b - 5 [ . N
terms in Congress ond wiho hed beeu an hoporsd incumbsani of
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Henry 7. Ellett was cal

Ibid., I, pp. 777-778,

Woods, op. ¢it., VI, p. 94.
Ibid., VI, p. 94.

Rowland, Mississippi, op. cit., I, p. 778.



eminent lawyer of Claiborne County, had served out the un-
expired congressionsl term of Jefferson Davis which ended
March 3, 1847, had been sssociated with Judge 3harkey in
compiling the code of 1857, ané had been a leader in}the
State senats for a number}of ysars.ag

¥illiam S. Barry, a well eéuagted lawyer and a prosper-
ous plentar of Columbus, was elected permanent chairman of
the convention. He had served in congress and a number of
yaara in the legislature, of whiech he had been the spesker
of the house. Jemos L. Alcorn, Mr. Barry's chisf competitor
for the pormansnt chalrmanship, was one of the drominent
thlgs of the State. He was beaten by ¥Mr. Lamar for congress
in the famous campaign of 1857. In the conventlon proceed-
ings he was ons of ths most earnest opponsnts of secession.

The convention was largsly conirolled by its lawyer
members. Judge Wilsy P. Harris, wheo was the recognized and
uncheallensed leader of the bar of Wississippi, was very
influential in the assembly. Desides Judge Harris and the
lawyers mentioned above, thsre were Lamar, George, Broeke,
Marshall, Yerger, the two Claytons, Glann, Clapp, and

Eliett. All of these men were excellent in their pro~

The planters of the Sthate were reprasented by Miles

°2  Ipid., I, p. 778.
53 . ” ’

Ibid., VII, p. 778.
34

woods, op. eit,, VI, p. 94.

42

33



and Edward meGeehe@,}ﬁ. L. Keirn, Henry Vaughan, A, K.
Farrar, Edward P. Jones, Dr. Alfred ¢, Holt, John B. Fizer
and many othersz of prominencse. Besides tho lawyers and
planters, the convention had men of mark in warious ¢all-
inge and praf,fzions.55

When the convention agsembled (January 7) nin@ty-
eight delegates answsrea to thelir nawes and the next day
the whole hundred werse preaant.ge

Ho time was lost, the convention 2% once took up the

h

bt

first day, on the motion

=

vital nuestion of sgeession.
of Mr. Lamar, a commities of fiteen was appointeﬂ hy Pre-
sident Barry and were n‘ven instructions to prepare and
renort a8 spesdily as possible an ord inance providing for
the withdrawal of the State of Mississippi from the present
Tederal Union, with the view of the estsblishment of 2

new Confederacy to he composed nf the secedi ng-stat@s.37

On the following day, Jamary 8th, the committees was an-
nounced to censiot of v L. 9. €, Lamay of Lefayette, Coorge
R. Clayion of Lowndes, Wiley P. Harris of Hinds, 8. J.
Grolson of Monroe, J. D. Alcorn of (oahoma, Henry 7. #llett
of Claiborne, VWelker Broocke of Warren, Hugh P, Miller of
Pontotoe, A. M. Clayton of Marshall, Alfred C. Holt of
wilkinson, J. Z. George of Carvoll, T. H. Sanders of sttals,

Benjimar King of Copish, Orlando Davis of Tippah, Jcohn A.

% 1pig., vI, p. 95.
57

Wools,; ep. ¢it., VI, p. 97.
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Blair of Tishomingo.

On the following dsy, January 8th, the convention weant
into secret sessiocn to consider the ordinance which was
ready to be reported. Late in the afternocon it was decided
to meset in open session on the féiiowing_day tc receive the
ordinan.ce.59

On the third day of the meeting, January 9th, L. Q. C.
Lamar as cheirmen of the committee of fifteen, reported to
the convention the following:

An Ordinance~-To disolve the Union between the State

of Mississippi and other States united with her under

the compect entitled *The constitution of the United

States of America.’

The people of Mississippi, in convention assembled,

do ordain and declare, asnd it is hereby ordeined and

declared, as follows, to wit:

Section I. That all laws and ordinances by which the

said State of Nississippi became & member of the

Federal Union of the United States of America, be and

are hereby, repealed, and that all obligations on the

part of sald State, or the people thereof, to observe
the ssme be withdrawn; and thet the said State doth
hereby resume all the rights, functions and powers
which by any said laws or ordinances were conveyed to
the said Federal Union, and shall henceforth be a free,
sovereign end independent Stete,40

No record of the debates on the report of the committee are

in existence &3 they were hed in secret cession ard wers

not taken down.

Judge William Yerger, who had sat with honor on the

High Court of Errors and Appsals, was a Whig anti-seces-

38
Ihido’ VI’ pp- 97-98-
39
Confederate Military History, VII, p. 10.

40 convention Journal, Jackson, Mississippi, 1861, p. 16.




sionists. Me, therefore, offered a substitute for Ur.
Lamdr‘s maasurs wﬁieh was entltled, "an Ordinaﬁcékproviﬁ;ng
for the final adjusiment of all aifriculdies betwsen the
free and slave States of the United States, by seeuring
furthef gua?antaes'within the prasent Union". The sub-

stitute was promptly rejected by a vols of sevealy-eight
ps) twenty-ane;ﬁl

James L. Alcorn then offered an amendment that tho
prososed drdin&ncé should not go into offect wntil Alabama,
Georgia, Plorida, and Lousiana had resolved Vo secads from
the Federal Unien and resums bhelr sovar e;guﬁg and indepene
jencas but 1t bod was rajectsd. .

-+

Walker Brooke then offered an amendmant to iir. Lamar's
ordinance which provided tiat the Ordinance of Secession
siould nov go into effeet until ratified by ths volers at
an election to be held for that purpose on he first Wondey
ik February. This anendwment was lost by a voite of seveniy
$o twenty-nine.
the Mississippi cch@ntioﬁ, ag a body, was prepared to
geond the advice of CGovernor Pettus regarding the Zouth
Carolina ordinance, that it sbhould go inte affect immsdi-

atelv.

41
42

Ibid., p. 20.
Ibid., p. 23.
43

44
James W, Garner, Reconstruction in Mississippi, New
York, 1901, p. 6.

Ibid., p. 31.
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A1) compromise having been rejected, no further effort
to defeat the measure was made. The Lamar ordinance was
adopted on Januery 9, 186l, by a vote of eighty-four to
riftaan.45 "when the overwhelming seniiment of the convention
beceme evident, several of the Whigs voted "aye". The most
notable examples of this change were afforded by Alcorn and
Brooke. In explanation of his final vote, Alcorn said:

The die is cast--the Rubicon 1s crossed--and T enlist

myself with thgearmy that marches on Rome. I vote for

the ordinance.
Mr, Brooke said:

I have falled, Should I vote against the ordinance

after what has passed, I should vote to do nothing.

Shall this convention adjourn without action? Should

we do so, we would make ourselves subject to the scorn

and ridicule of the world., Perhaps already the waters
of Charleston harbor are dyed with t&g blood of our
friends and countrymen., I vote aye.

ATter the solemn vote was teken a2ndé the announcement
made that Mississippl had severed her connsction with the
Federel Union, that she had sacrificed all in defense of
State sovereigniy, & great wave of excltement swept the
audience, Grave and dignified men were swayed dby a common
impulse and joined in the deafening applause, In an instant
the hall was a scene of wild tumult, and as the continuous
cheering weas borne through the coridors and down the stair-

ways, reaching the anxious throng walting without the

War of the Rebellion; A cgﬁg%Latien of the Official
erate

Records of the Unlon and confe ries, Deries 1,
Washington D. C., L1900, vol. I, D. 326.

a8 Woods, op. eit., VI, p. 96.

47

I‘hidt ] po 96.
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building, & grest sheout rent the air, snd was scon mingled
rith the boom of canrons,

A blue si1lk banner with 2 single white star ves pre-
sented to the president of +the convention, The emblen had

o = . 0y

haen &myth@, of Jackson, Hissisgippi.

Tormal sgigning of the ordinance a

committee was formed to prepare an address which set forth

the cauces which induced snd justified the secession of

Wlssissippi from the Pedsyrsl Uniocn. r. Clayton of Mershall

submitted the report, It declarad that in the momentous

EXg i & R ia Loy T S 3 DA A L I~ = S Ny 5 i
step, which the State of Missiselippl hed takew in dissolv-

clare the nromnlae ;o aEons whiol

thoroughly identified with the

by far tha largest and nost

oo iy o e o PR x e . . R
thie commaraes of the carth, Thees

prodacts nad becoms nacessities of the world, and a blow at
slavery was s blow at comusrce and civilization., That blow

had long bsen ailmed at the ilastitution, and was at the

point of reaching ils comswmsetion. There wes no cholge
ieft fvr Misgissippli but submission to the mzadates of

-

abolition or o dissolution of the Tnion, whosa prineiples

48
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had been subveried to work out their ruin, Mississippl
did not overstate the dangers to their institution, a
reference to a few unguestionable facts proved this. The
hostility to this instituti@n commenced befors the adoption
of the Federal Constitution, and was manifested in the well
known ordinance of 1787 which dealt with the Forthwest
territory. The Teeling incressed until in 1820 when it
deprived the South of more than half of the vast territory
acguired from Fraance. The same hostility dismecumbered
Texas and seized upon gll the territory acquired from Mex-
ico. It had grown until it denied the right of property in
slaves and refused protection to that right on the high
seas, in the territories and wherever the government of the
United States had jurisdicﬁian.sa

It refused the admission of new slave States into the
Union and sought to extinguish slavery by confining it with-
in its present limlits. It denied the power of expansion.
It trampled the original equality of the South under foot.
It nullified the Pugitive Slave Law in alwost every free
State in the Union, and utterly broke the compact which the
forefathers pledged their falth to maintein. It advocated
negroe equality, socially and politically, and promoted in-
surrvection and incendiarism in the South. It enlisted the
press, the pulpits, and the schools against slavery, until
the whole popular mind of the North was excited and in-~

flamed with prejudice.

°0  onfederate Military History, VII, pp. 8-9.

48



It made combinations and formed sassorciations 3o carry
out its schemes of emanclipation in ths States and wherever
else slavery sxisted. It sought not to elevate or sup-
port the slaves, but to destroy their condition wilthout
providing a betier. 2

It invaded a State and invested with honors a wretch
whose purpose was to apply flames to Southern lives. It
hroks every compact into which it entersd for the security
of the South. It gavs indubltable evidence of its design
to ruin Southern agriculture and to prostrate their in-
dustrial pursuilts and dsstroy thelr soclal systemn. It
knew no relenting and lef¥t no room to hope for cessation
or pause, 1t caused the destruction of the last expecha-
tion of living together ian friendship and brotherhood.

in the Union if it

e

Utter subjugation awaited Mississipp
consented to remain in the Union. ¥ was not a matisr of
choice bubt necesslity. They must either submit to degra-.
dation and to the loss of property worth four billions of
dollars or they must secsde from the Union. Tor less cause
than this the thirteen colonies separated from the crown of
sngland, Mississippi's decision wasg made., They followed
in thelr forefathers footsieps. They smbraced the alter-
native of separation and resolved to maintain their full

the un-

o

conscliousness of the justice of thelr course an

doubting belief of their ability %o maintain i%. The

°2  Tpid., VII, p. 13.



report was agreed Lo and adopted on the notion of Mr.
. 53
Glayton,

The last formal step by whiech the ordinsnce of seces-

sion was incorperated into the body politic of MMississippl

b

13

was taken Janvery 1%, 1861, when the members of the coun~
vention came Torward to sign the ordinence which had the
following declaration immediately preceeding the signa-
turas:

In testimony of the passage of which (the Crdinance

of ecesgion) and the determination of the members of

this Conventiorn to uphold and maintain the State in

the pasition she had assumed by said Ordinance, it is

signed by the President and members ¢f this conven-

tion, this fifteenth day of January, 4. D. 1861.54
Wwith the exception of J. ¥. Wood of Attala, and J. J.
Thorton from Rankin County, all affixed their signatures to
the paper. Wr. Thorton was captain of the Rankin Guards,
and was soon in the field as a confederate soldier. He did
not wish to contribute to secession but was willing to
serve his State in the roll it had selected to play.

Thus Misslssippi was formed into a sbvereign republic.
The convention adopted resclutions recognizing the "sovereign
and independent nations of South Carclina, Alabama, and
Florida™, and its members sntered into a prolonged debate

“as to the steps to be taken to merge the republic of Missis-

sippl into the Southern Confedsraey..

53 :a , g
854 .

Wyoods, op. cit., VI, p. 100,
5%

Davis, Mississippi, op. cit., I, p. 784,
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Mississippi had ccased to be a member of the Federal

Union der representatives in the Federal Congress of the

3
5

% 2

Unlted States of America were notified and Jeiferson Davis

|4

teok formal leave of the Senate and returned to tne Re-

public of ilississiprl bto take up his great and noble work.
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