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.In th.is .study the writer has ID&de a sincere ef't'ort to 

aet fQrth i { l:; the historical be.oktr.ouud of th.a M:ississippi 

river q1uuticn~ 1100 t;o 1763; (2) 'the Spaniah domination of' 

the valley :t'rom l1~i t~ the i"or.uiation ot the Federal Union ot 

the Hnlto<l f.i'a.,:t,oa: cf A:me?"i.ca in. 1789 1 ~.i,riug the sugtaiu.ed 

ei'torts of the. Uaited State·& goirern:n.i:i'}nt 1.inder the ,;;;uidane" or 

the oou.tinen.t.al Congroaa to eeotu•e the .rigllt 0£ free navig;a• 

tion of the Minsis.aippi ;.:o:tver., iirtil (3) the eti'orts of th·e l'l'ed.

eral g<rvtlrnrn@nt in the oon'ti.nuanee of thia negotiation fro.m 

1189 to 180.6 whicli cull'dnated in the 'l'reaty of Se.n Loren.to 

with Spain in 1795 ~ ~nd with th6 purchase of 1.,oili6iane. from 

Franee 1n 1803. 

An attempt has been ma.de to p.reseut an unb!e.aecl s.tate• 

ment or the f'.v.ots in question which lto.ve been eupportf:,d, as 

tar as poss i'ble ~ by thti best eivailable docum.entary evidt.nee. 

It is hoped t.h8.t an. impartial present~.tion he,s been. given. 

regardini t11e Prench and Spanish relations with the United 

States during th.a p,:iriod of study. !'he writer hae :r.u:rt t.nder

ta.ken to solve e.ny :n1;cw problems I or to offer· any new solutions 

to old problems, but h.as endeavored to present. established 

facts relative t.o a subject tho:t was o:r 'the noat h1.port1:;,noe 

to the ot.irly diplorc.a:i:..io i-1iatcry of our natioa. 

It would not; be po~ siblo to mention all oi' the tHlur~es 

from which bolp bas been received in the prepanitian of this 

mono-gra.ph., but f.l.UCh as~istance was rendered by l.1is:, Graeo 

Campbell and 'rUss targaret H"altors;, oi' ·l;;he Okla11ome. A. & M. 
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College Library at.a.ff, .a.nd Miss Jameson., !.,us :Lste.nt Librarian 

or the Univorsi, ty of Oklahoma.. ;,;·ords ca.nuot express the 

grat.itude due lrr. :r. E. Reynolds, Head or the lUatory Dt3pa.rt

:m.ent, for his kind, patient, and con11Jtructiv·e a.saiata:nee, 

witl'U>''llt ,Thich this work -would not have been :possible. 

Glyn Loyd Hollabaugh 
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OllAP'l'E!l .! 

HlS'rORlCAL IU.OKG!HJUND 01" THE M!S.SI6SlP:PI RIVER YALLDY 

1100-1763 

In the ea.r-ly colonial h.1.etory of the United Ste.toe 

riv~r tr.&nsport-.tion was of the most vital importaa oe, in the 

ex.i•t.•noe ot ptotu~.,r settlements :e.nd progresa. Early colonies 

wer~ establi:thed e.l.ou:; the r 1 vers and near t,lu; coaat• i.n. order 

that transpor't.:ation of go0cda to. and !'ro:m the: communities might 

be: possible. When the westward m.ov<nr.ent .of migre.tion ;~ad 

p-ushod •ettlem.ent$ i'arther and ftu•tb.er toward the. interior of 

Worth America.., u.nt il tllo settlers had. or oss:ed tht:1 A.llt1.Igheiay 

t!iou.n:tain.a e.nd settled in the Mis:s1as1ppi river valley,, 'the 

na.vigatiou of t.he 11 w'e.ther of \fati1r8u became a. subject of 1011.g 

and continued importanao :in dlpl(lm..acy1 a aubjoct that in ti.me 

three.t.ened. to diar.upt the li>odaral Union, un.let• the •ettlers 

of' th-• up-per Mississippi rive,r valley oould have the right 

ot free aavigation Qf said rive~ 'to the sea. 

Be:tore eater in,; into the «is ,.russio.n or the subject ot 

tre• 11.a:vig:ation of the Mi1:1ais.sippl,. it would b.e w.&ll to r:ive 

a bri~f summary- of th:e history at tho Lou1.siana tfl'rritory .. 

which is in itself the hhrtory o.f the n.i.1tige:tion of tbe i£is

s!.$sipp1. b•ciuuHl· all of tb.e 'Fh.tropean eountrie• that w&re 

atruggling for the control of 'thts arter-y of <:olltm.eree wer;e do

ing au). in th@ hopeo tha;t :tt would e;ive them the dont.rol of' 

the en:tire oontin~nt of 1iorth America. 



Columbus diecovered Ameriea. conq~erine. exploring. and ex-

plait the greater part of Sonth Central America. The 

poured their N0alth 

States~ Spain baaed her alai~s to Florida aad the south and 

rive~ to Ploridn. bas!nc hGr ala ; upon the explorLtlons ot 

a greater part in the early history ol this region. both in 

its settlement and aontrol~ 

Franca ~ain~d a foothold te thia great river valley upon 

with Jeilot. a merchant~ left Queboe in 1673 6 penetrated ta 



1 eana.da. 

fhis expedi tio:n paved the i1e,y £or . Prance; a entraace into 

in its .lower ext-re.mities., nnd led to the great expe.4ition of' 

Robert de La Salle .. -rrho,. so £a.r as records &O,,- was the fi:rat 

white mall. to explQ:t·e the 1Jiss.issipp1 River to its m.outh. 2 :ae 

went 'to a point nee.r the present site of Chieai;o., made & 

lH>rtac;a to the Illiuo.is River and started south. ·var ioua dis-

asters c,r1used him to turn back,, ho\vevEu·~ for protection; he 

establisJt:ad a fort near the present site of: ?eoria ... Illinois·., 

which he named I?ort Crev~-Coeur (broken•hf:art) typfyine; th• 

.. ,.. . . "« ,.. ·• 1 .,.. 3 SOI'l* vW over ;:l"-S ~tu,· u,. e • 

In l6B2,,. La Salle started on a second expedition in 

which ho was more suo-cees:ful than in the first.,, and he reached 

down that river and out into the ;Jult of Llexieo the following 

·April .. lie took potHHHUion of the entire •a.lle1 and named it 

La Salle 

soon. returned to. Franoe where he we.s royally received by th·e 

te America to settle the Louisiana territory., and thereby 

join it to Canada, ta Balla was ,ordarEHi to take charge of" the 

1Adolphus M. Hart,. !!!t~r.I 2.£ ~lie .£.1.1u)~~!~,Z '?!. the :£e.llt,l~ of 
_lli ?UssisBifR.~• tfovf York, 1901., P• 29. . 

2 
Ibid ... , ·p. sa. -

3Eie.he.rd .:s. Rouihton, nTlie Influenoe o.t the 1'!.ississipp:1 Eivor 
upon the Early S.ei.t lemen:t oi' l;ts. Valley '1 ., ~isi:; is sippi Ris
torice.l Society Publication,,. (Oxford., iiliss-:;-!~?'7'465. 

P•. 466. 



5 
YffJ)f. was ·killed by one -of bis ~en. 

For $Onl6 time the .King made no ~rther efforts- to colon-



oontaot with e ac h other. he se c ontact, l d to disputes as 

to the ownership and settlement or the territory. liaturally. 

when thea• eountrie• engaged in war in Europe~ the colonie• 

engaged in war in America. Thu• when the ar of the Spaniah 

Suco•aaion, known in Aaertoa •• Queen Ann•'• War, 8 b egan with 

iata 'book 11d•• in th6 fight. This war <0ontinued u til 111! 

when it was clo••d by the treat7 ot Utreaht. By artio les nine 

and thirteen ot th ia treaty • Franc• oed.ed B'ew Found.land, 

Acadia. and t h e Hudaon Bay region ~o ingland. 9 Th• treat7 

left Franc• in po•••••ion of all o f the territory drained by 

the Xi••i••ippi River and it1 tributari •• - The Spani1h 

poaaeaaiona were l•ft unchanged. The treaty eonta.ined a 

mutual reoognl ti on by ran • and Spain or the other• s colonial 

po•aeeaio-ne in America. but with no agreed boundary between 

in 1713••1t then extended on bo.th a1dea ot the ll1aaiaeipp1•-

r•aained .a matter ot minor diplo!llat1c c ontent1 on wh1 l• t h o-ae 

two power•• throu h most or that period. stood. jointly facing 

Great Bri~ain in the ••r• o f the eight e enth o~ntury•lO 

l.n 1715. Lou1a1an• (particularly it, euppo1ed ainea) ••• 

8 Fred Paxon. Biatocr ...!f the Am.er ioan Frontier l '7&S-l81S • New 
Tork,. 1.924, P• 1. 

9 
Frane1• G. Davenport. urop an Tr-eat1es. Bearinf on th• 
lUatorz: o t tho United Sta.tea and its :Oep•ndeno eT. 'Washington. 
P. c •• 1904-;-i'I l ~ l96-I98. ---- ----

10 
S·aauel Flagg B••1•• Pinokney•a Treaty. ll altimore. 1 926 1 P• 5 .. 



8-iUlt over a. gre-a·t many emig.r.nte to colonize the country ... 

lU.e.nville "s'\l'ff.s uppointed eoor>.:m~nd(\)!" -of t.he e:x.pedition.11 

Rosali$ • near the- pr esant i,ite of 1fatoho$, ais a. protection 

•ga.ixilf't the I.ndian.s • 13 In 1722 the i5eat. of t.be govorn.I1l:flnt 

was :move4 t,o, M~w Qr leans. which at tha't t i~e bad a, populat i.on 

Franee, and 'by ·the fmd of' 1 '723 thor<,; were approxima.taly six 

thousand i:n.hab1t·a.nts in xiew :?rance.14 

1'1uoo., naton !i!ou&e • 23a.you Goula, Et,o:re$, Point Coupee. Blaok 

River, Pa.soogo-u.la and as ff!t.r n-ortl1 as: lllino!a • 15 The Mi:a-

M1saour1 was by th¢i :i!r-e:noh £rem Canad&.... l'hey wer., hunt.era 

11 
lla.rt., OE;• .ill•• P• S3. 

12Ibid., P• 111. 

li · lta. rt,. op • cit .. , p • 11 l .. 
~~ ................ 



Indians. 

Ja.m.e:s I of Engl.and ha.d granted to the, colony of Virginie. 

a etrip of territory ex:tend:'l.ng t\r:o hundre,d miles north and 

1 

!y reason of thesa o lr.!.ros. a-ove.rnor D1nw1dd1e ot Vi:r ginia a•nt

'ili9m:• go W:asbin;;t:L'.nt to 11otity th,'> \l'r.;:moh. that they wer,'J settl• 

ing on Virginia aoil whell they ,established Fort DuqueJJne lo• 

oat&d at th.a· pr~l'ie.t.tt site or P1ttabur6h,- Penn.aylvania.. The 

French claimed that the Ohio re;gi.ort was th-eira by the right 

Ohio river valley, the governor of Vi:r g1nia. sont a. bod.y of 

her i.n the s:tru~gl'6 a~aine:'b Gret\t Bri'ttd.n. on January 2,, 176a. 

fhie al.lia1u1• no-t only pr~vod ctatl:r to Fra.nce, but i.t was · 

,U.•astroua 'to Spo.in fil.S w.e 11.17 For 'botl1 :na.ti<n1a the eoahine-d 

16 
'l iaothy- Flin·l:;.. Uis to~··v· oi' ·~he v-eopra?hY o:t~ the Mi.sai. asi12ni .. lllltlli.,1~ ~ .......... '~ -~---· it'~ ~ -.-.. __.,._ ____ ....,_ .... _ .. _ 

Va~\et• Donton~ .azs. p. la4~ 

17E. "li 1 s QU L:,on * Louiaian• .in __ Fr ... •.1!:.~.l!.D 11:>;lomi\_. __ c. _!• N orm.nn,. 
Oklat.1.om.e.. 1954. ~p~ !:[;'' ,._ 11.. 



nesotiat1ons nlmaat 

Guina.ld5.,. .~n.d he :protested hee.vily th.~ proposition oi' Choiseul. 

,,,...,so~•·----·--------------------------------
19 A.rtln:ir S. Aiton, "'the Diplomacy o,f the Louisiana Ce:ui on'' 

!~el~ i<tan iU.@toric!l tie.view 1 1931 .. XKX!V, 714-115. 



atatb1g that it w.aa a reiteration. oi' the ancient Spanish 

~laim to hegemony 1n all North America,. and he added further 

t:httt :rranee had :no r igh't to dispose ot a.ny pa.rt of Louisiatut 

* ~ ~ •~ • t ~ • a1 ~ 1 AiA • L ~ l ~ wi.tuou ... ~"• conaen"" .Q · -..pain. ;;..pa n ~ ·""' no.;. wan"' .i;:,nJ e.nu. 

Choi1eul replied that. n.s the Iberville Riv~r and the Lak:ea 

gu.l.f would be forbidden. 

2') 
Jl.Orthern bou.ndn.ry to b.e the nouthsrn boundary of Canada.. ""For 

auoh an arran&ement she would guarantee the :;nglish claiw 'to 

Georgia an.d the lrenoh title to Lcuisin.na.. 43 This idea. w~s 

ot the Mississippi whenever Franee off'ered it. Dy July;;, 

1762. England h~d glv«n up bor earlier ~laim to R~w Orleans~ 

b11t she still insisted upon the right to n&vige.te the fU.ss1s-

ippi Rivel",. IH1oiaeul:11 then very cleverly and just as er:ro».-

21 
\f • :a. .. Sheph&rd., 11 Th• Cession o.f Louiaia.1u, to Spa1nn 
Politlaal Soienoe Quar~erlz., 190,, XiX, 44a. 



24 
~as.te:..·D. r,t,;i;•t of' Louisi$1i:ne... l'.bif.1 W(l.f:> ,a dii,ilt1{nf.4tl<: ;,itrr)ko 

I suy no, no> no, riiy cousin ia lasing: a!:to ... 
ge-ther too mu eh; I do not want hiDi to lose any
'*.:;'.h,ing in addition f:or my sake, er.nd I wou2i to 
Heaven thfit I could do yet more f-or h.im. G 

lO 

t.e.r:ritory oi" Lou1aiana. ln addition to the general p:rel'i:n."enoo 

for t:rop1eal colon1eff. LQui.sia.na had tHn·tain positiv~ di~ad• 



11 

p~nse for the aotlle.·r 0011ntry 6 anil no-r! i't:, would b'J :m.uch uore 

so,. s-inc:e it would have to be fortified a6&inst: the l~ngli2n. 27 

of' Choiseul • s polie:r,. w·hieh Dr .. 'rf. P.. ;!h.ephe.rd ohara.ete1•ia~d 

aa., "A mixture of Gvl lia 1t,p'lJ.l.s1v1anesS- and Oa.llio polit3¥. ~28 

In a ree0nt article. Pl"ofessor Arthur .s. Aiton viewod th~ 

• • • e. oaloula;hed move of s·elf'ish aati.onal policy 
carefully atag1'.d. by a. statea.m.an intent. on dar!Jin.g 
every ounoe or a.d.vau.tag,e for his own country,. 

her$elf' t:rom tho unl?ortu:a.a.te plight into. which she ht;1.d. £'all.en .. 

In doin.€,; eo, earo had to be taken to prepo.re for the future 

st.rug,le • whieh ,at th&.t tine wr~.s rei~:rded e.a ineTite.ble, and 

dEispi.t.(t her lamentable failure in 1762. Spain could. be <)f 

50 value to Fra:noe in the next war. · !be reorganization of hor 

.force.e il1 th.f:I lii~b:t 01? h~r t!ef'e e,ta r41ght be expected to 

Jltrongthen her 1uilit.ary pow,er. In v1.ew ot thia, Cho1ao.ul was 

,...·:191~---Jo Iii iotiou..~-· -----------



t-Q Spain the e,reat .. provil'.!;Oft tJr l.souisiana in compen,s!'.tion f'or 

$pain't'! .~acrli'i<,th3 ft!i:d ti.s a rewe:."d for h.er i'idelityr31 

bors m.iiht t1ca.::J. ":;;he locs of Ua:r.ioo aud 'hlte eventual dO'l'fnfall 

or all Spa.in 1 G Golo:nial ;;:mpii'O ::.n. imQJ'ici').jl52 

.Sl 

l l'Ht7o inthictHl the Marquis of Grimf{.ldl. aubjeot 
to the iood pleasure ot Your .Majesty., to sign the 
treaty oedln~ llt11.·1 Orl.f.ia:.'la and Louiaia.nt4 to Sp'8.in. I 
.of tared Louisiana t.o the Engli~h 1n plaoe or Florida. 
(but) ·t;no1ir r..;Zuacd ii;,. I would J1ii.1te g,i""rn. t,:-uuu tiOm.e 

other possessionti! in o~d&r to lua:.re aaved Spain from 
ceding 1:;£:ds c,lllou7 ( T"loi·idA),. l,u:t I feared that a 
cession in the Gul£ wo:ulcl have been attended vtith too 
•1.n·ii:.nu, :<H"inseq,uencot.t ., I rQ-.lil':e ·that I.ou.1.siE\.na in.
d.•mnifie,a Yowr Maj~iSty only sli61ttly f'or the losaea 
he h.u1 .. ~a4e iu s i.i.Oh a br.iet -;mr 11:ndert~)cen to~" ?ran~e .• 
JJut in ceding him Lou.1s1ane., l: c,onsider its value l~nn1 
th.an (I do) 1'be good it may aocO!ilplish :for the union 
o:t the rrellOh t::.:.'l<i &paniah nations. a. ~u:ton which should 
he firmly ;;1si;~:~l!s1"~od for the :inteig~ita of ...,ur subjects 
as: well ~a .fol' thO$Ct of our he<uae. 0 

Ibid.~ t• Sl. -

12 



Like Cheiseul ,. Charles II::: beli cved ·:~he best in.tere~t-a of 

Fra1uut and. Spa.in lay in close cooperation with ea.oh other. 

licallJ,, at least, he &scribed the aocoptanc,.e o-f L:ruisia.na 

to hi• desire i:o further tho good relations .o-f' the 'two coun ... 

i.ri~s by -e.oot•eratin£; in an c.ct which would tend. to bring t.he 
.t4 

t;:./o t\OtU'1tri,aa closer together. 

Preaenta:tion oi' the concret• a.dvante.ges of_ Spsi.nish 

ownership of the 'territory ac.on led Charla-a· Il t to fall in 

13 

'that /-r~ntai:r.ll'H\ nQw was the f.t"Jl"?rull 'brs.ns:ftir of th,e t&r:r itory 

and it~ eVE\.eu~tion 'hy th~ Fre:noh. i 5 1.ly th~ terms ·()£ the gen• 

war~ hel1 tor the purpose of tiahing. Apain oeded Fl~!ida. 

inoludiag all of h-:.;ir i:Hn•r-i tory ea.st ot th.e :tfi.ss:issippi ,. ex• 

------------------------..,,~:-· Aill:;..,~i:.>IUliiilo I ... 

I 



It being wall under stood that the navigation. 
o:C ·the llitulisaippi Liver shall be f1.~e0 equa.lly to 
the subjects of' Great lirit&.iu e.n,d ·t:.o those of Frt.nee, 
throug;hou:t. all its length and breadth, from. its 
sou:rc~ to tha s•Ht 11 and pa.rtioula.rly tha.t part of it 
Which is between the above said island of liew Orleans 
and thf,1 right betnk of' thi:3 rivor,, a~ well a..s entra1:H1e 
and exit by it~ mouth.; it i.s further stipulated that. 
tlie vessels bclon&ing to, th,e subjeots of' ei tllt, r ne• 
tion ea.nnot be st<>pped. vi.sited, or s1ib je eted to the 
payment. of' any ta:i.. -;.vha:tcf,;er.3tl 

,:-· -; 

14 

.:,J; t 

soil. · Wa shall see '\.;his p-0.saibility of f1"'ust.ratinc the right 

O_f- !ltl'Il 

88 . . 
Demi.tis op. cit.* p .. 5; l•'reeman ~{noT?, 'l'reaties 
~E- American l)ipOf:l'll.9.0Y'. _. Boston., 1894, P• 4. 

and Topi.cs ------
3 '1ver Lee Brown., nAnglo-Spani.sh Hele.t.ion.s :in America. in t<he 

Closing Years of the Colonial· 1~ra, ~1 :!.!.!eanic ~me1;to'!! 
Biatorl~al Raview~ V., 370. _____ .,.. ........... 



SPAlUSli DOM:t!U.T!ON Oli' TRE MIS$I3SIPPI 
!UVEl't TAl,LEY 1763 ... 1789 

Althou.gh Spain he.d. become the owner. o:f' th& Louisiana 

territory on November 3.,, 1762, it vtas not until March 5 .. 

1766 that the province really passed into her hands.. On 

that date Don Antonio de Ulloa.~ Spain's first appointed gov-

to the oolony ,Yith oertai.n praoonoeived idee.s,. On$ was that 

legtm. ea:,. and thei~ flag, all witb a 1Jeleom.ing gladness. 

lie a.sswned,. also.,. that i;1le French troop.a station•d in the 

and. fi;o.a.1 ly., he was sure, tha.t the t.ouisian tans wo11l·d be 

prot<n1ndly ;rate :tt1.l at his coming t c;1 rule over theJn. 1 

pr&.isin~. Ulloa... Instead of the expeoted grand reception 

upon. his e.rri,ral. h& Wil.& greeted very eoldly and "'1th sullen 

! 
jifUt,l)l}l"'OT~l. S1ne:ifJ the 7l."$nOh sqldi(H'"S 't'&fU.$$0 to $.$l'"V& 

1:aenry E. Cln.mbar,s, Kiia,:si.s~1pp:l 'lallez !.eii}nn.J.J.1gs~ ?tew York 
and London. 1922#' PP• 92•93. 

!lbid • ., P• 94,. 
~-· 

16 
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he had with him W9..S insufficient., even for police duty, a 

peculiar arrangement was worked out with Aubry• the French 

at all of' the port:s :lu. the colony axeept Maw Orleanfl.t aud a.11 

orde:rs 1/Htre to be issued by A:u.bry., in th.a name of the Spa.nish. 

King. The Y!reuch o omm.andor thus described this . unusual sit• 

uation in a ;report of Jruiuary 20,. 1768, .in whioh he said: 

M.y position is: m.ost extra.ordinary. I oom.mand · 
tor the King, of' Franee and at ·t;he sam~ ·tb,e l [~ov
ern. the eolony as if it belonged to th.e King of' 
SpaiD.•3 

sion by th,tJ :revolt of Octobel"., l76J, in all a stay oi' approx-

imately thirt,y-two mouths,. ou:r:iag tl\i s tim.e he did li tile 

~~e use of tha ~ississippi Blver. 

Ria report was foJ.ltnr.sd by prom.pt action ou ·l;he pa.rt of 

i~hed. In a ahort time a large Spanish fl"et arrived at th~ 

s 
Aloee Fortier, A Hi story or Louis.i&IUh ( New York anci Par is,, ..... . -,~ -~ . ... 
1 so,). x., urn .. 



soon folle1'fsed a poaeef'ul transfer oi' the colony ~ith. a.n i:m-

. . 4 
pressive ceremony, on fl.ug1:;i;st lU, 1769. '?he subsequent 

trial and exeaution at tha leaders of the revolt aompleted. 

O'Reilly restored order rapidly in a way that was approved 

Spanish colonial possess ion., whi. ch was ti, QOn.t inua unbroken 

t th " • .. 1 . . 5 .o . a b.m~r1oan. ,tevo. ui.;1.on. · 

eomme1•oe of the oolony had greatly decree.sod under the ill

* ad.vised policy of Spanish reetri,~tions. Thia oppressive 

for the 

"'1· t "' 1· 1· d · *'"' · .,. ~ 6 pFOk vS OU 0~ S~D1 ~ a an as~ine wra~e. 

4 ,r• • ."l 
... 01~ .• ., p • 

6 ChiU"lQ s ilo.ya:."'.t"e, ,Ii <::tor~,. of' :'Jo,li sinna: ':l:'he 
at :ton., (:Jew Orleans s l 903) .,. 1.io,x:rth it ion"; 

I' "'"~""' 

By the roy~ 1 ord.i.nan<H~ of 1766., the trade of' the colony had 
been eonf:i11ed to Seville., Alieant. IJo.rthagena, Malagat TJar• 
oelona., and Cor1.nu1.., and 110 VtHl a els were to eniage in this 
tr,\d.EJ r¢s·trin·i::;ed as it was.,. but those that we:r,e S.pan.iah 
bui.lt and eom.,,ianded by the Spa.nia.rds. 

6- ... 
. !.'l.n. a .. " p • 44. 

17 



on their @()ntraband. dealin.ga w11ieh the Spanish authorities 

r•s,t.rioted that H; did not }?rove o:i.~ uucl1 impo:i;-tauo~ tQ the 
8 

e<>lony. 

18 



19 

d•taila of the t~ans&ction ware cleared up. 5ardly had 

0 .:, 
J. the English 

,~anoe'a aim in tha Amer1o6n Revolution waa the recovery 

af ~aropoan p~errt e 

. lO 
polioy •. 

·t11.-0 
~ 



plies &n:1 money to the rebals vi.e. th~ Spanish ool.ony of 

Saratoga, in Oe-tober., l7'f7,. the l'<'renoh niniste1· hastetted to 

tor,n an a.llia.:l'.loe ·with tlt~ col,u1ies. 12 T,lhon ·t11l$ uiaoisloa to 

In l 7'tfS;,: Spain, t hon under the admin.istrat ion of' Grim• 

we.a ··tergennos: '.!l"hO thJ:.l hald off ·;)e;,;;3.u,H:i lle ,vas n.O't sure of 

13 
the coloaies' succeus. By 1777• ~he Portuguese-Spanish 

<. 



21 

former country to protect her eoloni01 in Am0rica. Xcwever, 

had bson made to both oountri~s~ 15 

~inst Great Britain in 1119. the question of the 



otru:,r pow~i· •. 16 

'.i:he ipard.ah policy in re-gard to the lHeaiaai:ppi que6·bion 

a:L'ne:$ it woul<l be iaolfrted by bor eontl"ol o·f the 211ou~h of the 

17 
Mistti,Ssi:rn>i Jtl.V;)r'"a 



•• • thence to the sou:th end of take N1pissi:n~ ~tnd 
the.nee to the source or the :Misais.sippi. West by a. 
line d~awn -.long t.he :in.iddle of the river Mia.sis$ippi 
from its souree to that part of $e.id river whieh 
11.es in latitude thirty•one degre'!'S north from th4' 
e1uator~ thence by e; lin~ drawn due east. 'ho the. river 
Apalachieola or Catahouohe, thence to the junatlmn 
thel"eof witll the flin;t. river, thence in a etrair,ht 
line to the h~a.d -ot• st .. Mat-:y's. river~ an.e thenoe by 
a line alon:.r. the middle of .~t. !/Jar,y' s river to the 
Atlantie O.ee,an.,18 

River. the tollowinJ was inaluded in the report, 

• ... r-eu,rving always the fr.$le na·1iga~.:.ion. of the 
river Mississippi to the subjeets of the United 
Stat$& •• ,,,. in the full~JGt exto;;.it oi.' egr1Jss and· 
inir•.uu... ilut, i.f' this oan not be oota:tned, then 
that a :';}Grt be reserved for the delivery and ~alo ~ 
purohase and lading of all oommodities, excepting 
auoh articles as shall bo part!oul~rly en11merat~d.19 

'th~t tht) na.~ri~s.tion or th<~ rtver l!i,ssi.rJ:!lippi., 
aa low ao,1n as the soui.h~;s·n boundary of tb.e: Unite'1 
Statefi,. be aokno,dade;od ar.1.d ra~i.fied absolutely 
free to the •ubjeet3 0£ the United states.lo 

articles in the report to raai: 

'lba.t the navitatiou o.r·t.he river Mississippi 
be ai,knO'\'Tlede;e-d and rSlt:tf"ied n.bsol,i"hcJ i'r,::ie to -th$ 

10 
· Journals of' the Contintn:1.tal C.ongre~!..~ lw04-l922., x;n::t~ 
329:..:~30. - - -- - -- -

1c 
~Ibid •• P.P• 243-244 • . _ ....... 



f;)ubjeots 0-f tho United f>tates. :.n . 

~ight be interpreted either way.. Tiifforts were .maJ.ie in the 

nav:1 ion to the southern boundary of the United States,, 

positi,re in its d<:nn.ands :for t.h.e free navigation of' the .Mis .. 

it became k:n,ovm tha.t Spain's mediation for peace llad f'ai led 

s:nd thr:d~ she had deolared war upon Great Britain.22 

a.nd i-hareby ?'ecognize the independence o.r the colonies. 

its stipulated houndaries 1 ror Canad~, Nova Sco~ia• and 

a sub~idy froni Spain... '£his action ·was. taken by Congress on 

Thuraday., Aua;u.st 5,. 1719.25 In return for these eon.c.easi.ons 

the Uni:ted :at:a.tes was to give to Spain a free hand in the 

~ l~1' &ii 'ii!,.,...,. __ ·~-·-·-·---------------------------

24 



24 A 

. 24 
0:<">11.quei:ri; of the Flo,ridas; guaranteeing them forever to Spain. 

Although the f•ct had been ru.mOI"EHl in Amel" ioa that 

Spain had declared war a~ainat Great Britain, it was 1;1.ot 

officially e.nnoun.:ced until S'6ptem.ber 1, 111'9, by tu~erna, new 

. . 25 
1''r,n::i.ch ministel' to the United States. On September 10, 

1179, John Dickinson of D•la.ware., proposed that the repr~-

aen.tative plenipotentiary or tho United. St.ates to Spain be 

empowered to conclude with tlto King of Spa.in any tr-&aty that 

weuld give t.o this country., Canada, Nova Scotia., and the Ber.-

mudat,; the free navigation or the Missias.ip.i?i River. and a 

aubsidy. In raturn .f'or all this the 'United states would 

ag:ree to furnish to the Spaniah navy all th~ sh1p masta that 

. could be •pared, and,, if Spain should insist on th& Florida.a 

£0:r herself a.nd the •xolus1ve ?'ight of the river belo• thirty-

one dagroea north latitude., the United. States ministel* to 

Spain :might y1eld and guarantee both t0 the King; provided, 

that th• United States might 6et the province demanded above .. 

fhe United Sta.tes also des ired. the ase of a rre• port on the 

Mississippi River below the thirty-first parallel o:f' north 

·1 .:i.. t. A 26 ..... 1 'l\u.$ .. f his motion watJ rejected beoause of the oon-

eession.s to Spain rega.rdini the navigation of the ?U.ssissippi 

River. 

On Soptember 21. 1779• M:r •. JQhn Jay. president Qf' the 

Continental Congres.a,;, was elected miniotel" plonipotoniary 



te lU"lgotie.tei a treati of alliance and a:mi ty and o omm(H"ce be• 

27 tween the United states and Spain, Ja.yts instructions. as 

a subt.d.dy; Jay w1a.s to eoliclt a loa11 o:t.' :i:"i"ll'e million dollars 

at n.o1; mo:re than. six pol' c~nt interesi.H 26 

made up his :mirul never to :relinquish the •xoluaive right to 

29 
.n.e.vigate the Mis,&isgippi :H ivel" • Jay soon found that his 

a:tru.ot.ion.s on the :na:vigat1on o•i" the river, as i'oll.<nr.s: 

P• 111$·• 

p .. 111$. 



• • ., rela.tiir$ to the cla of· -the United States t.o 
the free. 1·u1.v!gation of the :~Uver iJississip!,ii, anti 
to a :f'ree port or ports below· th~ thirty .. first · de
gree o.f' no1" th. lat i tud&. .. .. you tr.re here 1.:,y in$ t:ru cted 
to re<:Htd(* from tho tnstruotions abov$ referred to,. 
so tar e.P1 they insist on th~ free navigation ot thrd; 
part of the River Mias:1.ssippi, which lies below the 
th1.rty .. first degree of north latitude, and on a £ree 
port or ports bolow the sa.me t provided such CEHUJ:i. on 
shal.l be unalterably in,it!sted upon by Spain; t.nd pr.o
bided t;ho free navigation oi' the aaid river" above 
the s (?;:id d-e.g,rt,e ot north le.iiitude, shall be a.eknow• 
ledged 4nd guaranteed. by his Ca.tholie !tajesty to the 
cit izena of' the United BtAtes in c oumon with his own 
ai.,bjeets. It is the order .of Congress at the $ ame 
·time, the,.t you exert every possible effort. to obtain 
f'row. his Cat,holio Me.je$ty the use of the river af'ore
.$a.id., ~il'ith t.:t free port or 1)orts belo'!iif the tndd thirt-y
first. degree of north 1.atitude .... ·.30 

into the war against Great Britain than to the then e,c;istin~ 

against the British. Of this he wrote to Cangreas, 

]:he. ef i'eet which an .alliano& between Spa.in 
and Amer !ea ,irould htt"fe on Britf:l.in and other nations 
,11ou ld certainly be in our favor_. but wltethe l" more 
eo than the free navigation of the Mississippi is 
lesa certain. 'l'b.e cos a ion of' this IU\vigat ion wil 1 
in my opinio.n,. render a tutur:e war with Spain un
avoidtfble., e.nd 1 ~hall look upon my aubsnribint to 
one aa fixing the eor•ainty at tha otbar.11 · 

~-------------~~_..,...,~~·-------------
, 152-1£53 .. 



they he.a ne'VtU:' influenced him to deviate from the policies 

32 
Cif Congr~~s. 

eontt:dned th.e :t'ol lowine; article bearing on t.he,. au'bjeet of 

free n.avi.gat:l.on of the M.ississippi; 

'I'he United. state$ aha.11 relinquiGh to hi,1 
Cathollo Majesty, and in the future forebear to 
u.$0, or attempt to ui.,e II the n~vigation of: the l?Ji.s ... 
sissippi f'ro:m the thirty-first d•greo of no:irth 
la.t:itude ..... that ia i'ro:m the point where .it 1~ ~ves 
the United Stat~a .. -4own to the: oce•an.53 

27 

weuld reserve all righ~s to the navigation of the Xis1i1sippl 

14 
River. 

__,..._ ____________ -·~.-.-------~----..,_--------------------------------
32 ~d· "'4.A,. Ib.i. ., P• ,...,...., 
-~ 



A fe·w m&nths later Jt..y- reoe1 ved « letter from Benjamin 

Franklin e.skinit him to eome to Paris to asaittt ia the peace 

au1g0:tie:tiona with Groat Britain" and Jay 1 being disgusted. 

'lll:th the policy of th~ Spanish Court. soon departed for 

15 P•l"is .- . · 

Flo,ridabla.nce., wlien commenting on Jay• s departure tr·om 

Spe.in., said: ".Bia tw·o ohi~f points weTe·, Spa.in recognize 

:Lah minieter was unwilling to let, tb:e A.,mer ica.n negoti atlons 

Paris" to discuss th~ :me.ttera with Je.y~ but not to agree: upon 

a oon.tEu·ence took place between the two and they dealt prin ... 

olpally with the western and •outhern boundarle• or tho United 

Mise1ssipp1 ~iver question. Jay insisted up~.n the boundary 

•a prescribed by Oongr·esa ~ and Are.ad.a ,protested vigQrouely ~ 

it to Jay.. t'Jhen th$ Am~rica.a JD.i»istor received tl\e map a. 

few days later';,, it contained a red line which, a;ccordinti; to 

tt.ltscription, outlined th-e western boundary of the Unite,d. 

States· a.a toll.ows: 

• .• • fr~m a lake n-o,u· the con!'i:nes 01 .. Georgi-.# but · •••t of the Flint Rive'1'", to the eont'lui,nce of the. 



Ka.n.a'W'a Ri'V'er with the Ohio,. thence round the -n~st
ern shores of Lakes Brie itnd Buron~ and tt1ene• 
round Lake li.iehii5.an to Lake Superior 41 56 

Jay took this map to Franklin and the two held a con:rer~1nce 

w,u also prestmt,, th.oug;ht we claimed m.ore than we had a right 

to.u:S7 

interest regarding the settlement ()f the bo.und·ary. 'fhe Preneh 

m.inister did very littl6< other th$;n to reason with the Amer-· 

ioan.s. and try to get them to ,e.f)cept a li:n.e above the Ohio 

River a little fa.rthar w·est t.ha.n the proposed. line of Aranda• 

. but $till. distant trom the !dississ.ippi 1.{iver. Iie referred 

Aranda to Rayneval,. his chie.f as sit:ita.nt. as one who was more 

.familiar with. the ter:rito1•ies of America. Together RayneTil.1 

aud Aranda worked out a line 1,n.tisf'aotory to the Spaniah 

ambassador. 'thi.s lin~. limited the ol~im of Spain to the 

region south of the Ohio Rivel". t1fter it was approved by 

Ver,ennes, it was then presented to Jay as the rt personal 

1dee.s of naynenral for a means Qf settling the issues betvteen 

settlement of the west. The boundary line as proposed bJ 

R&ynev~l in his memoir was: 



• • • a lin.e should be d:ra,wn fr o:m the es.stern anzle 
of the Gulf of' Mexico,. which makes 1.he i,ection be
tween the tvro Florid.as,. to I?ort Toulouse, situated 
in thee cH1untr1 oi' the tlabamas; f:ro:m the:n.oe the river 
Loneshatohi ahould tie ascended. from the mouth .of 
whiah a :rieht line should be drawn to the Fort of 
Factory (tucnas.ae; :from. this last place th• course 
or the river Euphaaee ia ta be followed till it joins 
tl1e Cherokee.; the oourse 01" t.ho last river ia to 'be 
ptu-sued to the place where it receives the Pelisippi; 
this last to 't)e· followed to its sourc•_. from. thence 
a :i.-ight line is to 'oe drawn to -tho Cumberland River 
whose course is to be followed until it falls into 
the Ohio ...... 

As to the course and navigation of the Missia
ippi they follow with property, and they will belong, 
therefore to the nKl.tion to ,:tllich the two banks b6-
long.. l.f', thnn~ by !'utcu·o trca,ty of peace, Spain 
pre•arvaa Jest Florida, sho alone will be the prG
:prietor ot the course of th6 }11ssiss1ppi f'rom the 
thirty-fir st degree of le:titudo to the mouth 01~ 
this r·lver.30 

refused to submit to si.ich a. curtailment of territory., aa it 

was si:raply a device erectod by Spedn to out tlte Unitod Stat~s 

by his private secretary~ never put it forth as th• official 

proposal of the :J·rench for the settlemen,t; of the boundary 

39 
and »Jisi:dssippi questions between the United f;t.s,:tea. and Sptacin. 

sout11.ern boundar ie & as laid down by tho Cont i:nental C ongre;3 s. 

The treaty of peace between the United States and Great 

Brita.in stipulated further: 



!ha navigntion. of tho ~assissippi trom its 
souroe to the. ocean, shall t·orever remain fr•• and 
.open to i:.he subjecta ot Groat Brit.a.in at.nd th1' ei'ti
gene of the :United Sta.tea .40 

Sl 

without: menti oain,g their bound.ar ie a. <,,fh~ .peace negotlati ons 

or 1783 •ere t.h,uJ eon.eluded without a Spanish r«uH1g,ni-t;ion ot 

the indepen4.ence ot the United Sta.tea •nd wi.thout. the .settle

ment 0£ the navigation of the Missouri River • 41 

Siaee Great Britain had e,eded th~ Flor id•• to Spain 

without aention:tng the bou1,1daries, Spain was perfeetly justi ... 

i'i&d in cont•ndlng that the boundaries, o-E ":?le.s.t Flo?ida ·a• 

. taken by her were exaot.ly W'nat th.ey had been when in the hands 

et the British. and t.hat nothing i:r.1 the treaty b$tween the. 

under th~ British~ hut ole..im..ed territory north oi' the <)hio 

lH.ver. even e.s fa:r north a.a ·the Gr·ee.t l..akes.42 

On the M1tU,isa1ppi questiou,. Spain with good reason con-

tended that he.1;· oouqutlst of th• l?lo~ide.a p,l:aeed a bar et 

S1_>auish 'terl'"itory .:~ro,us the lower IUssia.a1pp1 over •hich the. 

United. State& oould:, not pass, even though the right ha4 btuin 

40 
William .M. Ma..llQy •· !Crea tie a and Conv~mt.:ions • {1Wt..ahington, 
». a •• 1910), I. S89. 

41 
13-emia • .t:t.nek~~'..! Jre~'f:.l• p •· 41. 

42 . 
. Ibid • 1, p • 61. --



gra.nted he-r by Great !rite.in. 48 Spain argued that her r• ... 

eon.quest of the fi.oridas thoroughly can.celled the naviga.-. 

re.aohea of the river. The year after the peace settlement 

of l1S3, the· ;ov•rnor of Louisiana was inst.ru..:,ted to _preclaht 

that. until 'th<' bounde.rl.;;$. of Louiai•na. end the Florida.s 

should b-a settla.d, the United :1tnt$s, would not be allowed to 

navigat• the Mississippi River within the Spanish terz-itory., 

!he United States had to rest its ala.im to article eight of 

United states the right of fr·ee ue. vigation .of thE> 'Miss iss.1ppi 

whloh ab.~ no longer pos aessed.- Although the claim of thia 

eountry to the navigation o:C the sa.id river wa.s no,t alto• 

gether precisely de.tined or .ar.gued in f'ull until the beginning 

et the zu,-go'tiatdons with Spain in 1784~ it was based upon the 

conception that the tr.1.ns tor 0£ te:rri tol"y from Great Britain 

had t.Htrr1ed. with it the same rights as that country had en

joyed regarding the navigation of the Misaissippi. 44 

During the year before th,o Revolution b·ega.n. the .frontiers• 

men. from th• Atlantic .seaboard had crossed the mountains in 

larg~ numbora and settle.cl. in the Mississippi river valley. 

'fhe we.r oheoked this .migration but slightly. and 1-\t the close 

ot hostilities. the settlers poure:d aoro:ss the mountaina in.to 

43~b1_!., P• 51. 

44al~ir and Rives, Diplomatic Co1•respondenee of· the United 
States, 1783-1789, (Washington D. c.,, l8!3)First n;d!t!on, 
I,. 136. 
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the ir0at Y.2ll.ey.. It w·as the pressinc; demands of these 

settlers tor the free navigation or the Nissis~ippi that 

of the section,. 

In Ootober, 1184. Floridablan.ea. informed the A:nterica.n 

de GardcH3ui had alre~dy been selected ';vhen the an.nouncer.i.ent 

was :made. 45 

linqui.sh i.he riiht o:J! navig;ation of thee llissis.sippi to its 

:mouth, and. he .;.as to get the boundary settlod so as to c;ive 

Spain more terr i tQry than l'ras stipulated h}t the h oundary line 

in the treaty ef l 785 • 46 

John Jay was appointed to ooaEer with him, but wns apeeifi• 

,::, C 
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and not to conclude any treaty un:til it had. been f'lpproved 

4'7 
by C ongres tS .• 

34 

negotiations,. ,.1rh.:leh lasted throughout the fall a;nd winter of' 

1785 and l7SS. In the tirat coufereneo. Jay insisted on the 

Jtmericn.1n claim$ to the right 0£ free navigation of' the Mis-

for American commerce into the Spanish-Ameriean oaloniea,. and 

Gardoqui r-eplied that it vra.s impo,1sible to grant either of 

46 these priTileges. 

Fr{)m the very fir.st the Spanish envoy was. impressed with 

el.usion from tho Mississippi River. Gardoqu.i felt that if 

he !1ad Jay alone to das.l with ho eould have an easy time 

$G~tliug the question to Spain's tullast satiafaation. Be 

felt that he oould influa:uee Jay "by huge ente.rtainroenta and 

elaborate gifta. 49 

"Fifty thousand people •lready 

viaeroy to Mexico. nand th, r future prosperity depends up-

lf he could only get Congress to relinquish that right, that 

the oolonists woul.d revolt trom the United States ~nd take 

4 '7 Journ~ls .~! the Cont inontal Con~reas, XXIX, 658. 

48 
Bemis, _2!. ~ 1!•, p. 80. 

49Ib1d.,, P• t11. 



t , - t' .. 50 1.<n1 o:r · na r:i.ver. 

The two plenipoi,entiaries continued. theix• oral :negoti ... 

aggresaiva action in the disputed territory, or trom attempt-

ing. to foree the Spanish ~overnnent to grant thert the right 

. 51 
of t:r01:1 n.11via:4tion on the f~ississippi lUver. The potential 

patches by Gat"doqui to I<'loridablanoa. It eventually cau.s ed 

Mis1$iasippi R1ve.r would s<><>ner, or later ha.vo to be met by 

62 
Spain. 

· draft of a treaty of oom.mi~rce which should prov! de t'or :re-

oiproeal advantages to both countries, the settle.ment of the 

years in which Spain would accept cox;1mereie.1 l*i':.ioiproeity be-

53 party was to guarantee the other's territory in America. 

50:tbiti. 
~ • P• 82 • 

51Ibid it; - ... ~- P• 85 .. 

52 Ipid. ; P• 87. 

55 rbid ... , P• 88. -



arti•l•• GD reoiproaity. 

and 1.moi':fie i~l paper from Gardoqu 1 in wnieh the ease oi' Spain 

was summ~:t"ized. 54 and on the 25th of the ru.l\'-e month he :reoeived. 

The period. is arrived that we ha.Ve wi&hed f'or 
many .mon:th.s when ther0, would be a full n1eetLng of 
Congreiut • the.t you mibht r {$fer to them the diffi
culty ,vhioh you have mani.f'est.ed to me respecting 
the. elaim to navigate the river :Misi,issip:pi. .... 
t.he King will not permit a.n.y nation to navigate be
tween -the two banks 'belonging to li1$ ?dajeaty.55 

the advantages whiah the United States b~d already enjoyed 

be.oause 0£ the n good and generous disposi tionli cd the King;. 56 

1186 • was pres:ented and road to Congress• in vrhioh. he ex-

pr&ss ed. the di :Ci'ieulties he was ha,1ing t'fi th the Spa.ni:{h agent 

in regard to the 'Mississippi question. 57 

!1.-4 "' Journals 2.! T_e!!:, Cont.in.en~ _£ongress, X.!XI, 467-463. 

56_!bi!!.•, p. 46 9. 

56 !}:>i.!• • P• 470. 
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On August 3, 1'786, Congress called Jay before it to ex-

plain the nature of the diffioulties whioh ha was having 

58 
with Ge.rdoqui. When the Am.e,riean representative appeared 

before Congress on that date, he presented both the unsigned 

paper e.nd. the letter from Oardcqui, mentioned heretofore., 

3? 

and follow.ed. with an address in defense of the position which 

htt had taken. H.e also gave a summary Qf the articles of the 

proposed treaty of commerce, followed by e.n earnest appeal 

to remove the restricted instructions of Au.gust 25, 1185, 

regarding the demands of the Unit,ed States for the free nav-

lga~lon of the Mississippi River~ b~oause he felt that it 

waa. an utter impossibility to roa.ch an agreement o·t any 

kind since Spe.in objected so strenuously to that demand of 

69 
~he United States. Of this he said to Congress: 

Oiroumsts.noed as we are" I think it wou.ld be 
expedient to agree that the treaty should be limited 
to twenty .. five or thirty years. and that one of its 
articles should stipulate that the United States 
wcruld. forbear to use t.he navigation of that rivet" 
(meaning the Missi~sippi) below their territories 
to the oc•an ••• the navigation of the Mississippi 
is at thi$ time not very important .. and 1.vill not 
probably become so in less than twenty-f'ive o:r thirty 
years, and a forbearance to use it while we do not 
want 1~ is no great saorifice.eo 

fhus it seems that Gardoqui 's unorthodox means of influenc-

ing :Mr. J.a.y h.ad the desired effeota, f&r the American rep-

resentative had completely changed his mind regarding the 

naTigation of the Mississippi. 

58 Ibid., XXXI. 461,. 

19Ibid., PP• 473-485. -



Congress offered a r~solu.ti-on to repeal th• ins:truc

tioaa above referred to" but ft faile.d to earr71,, although 

oi' «t lee.st nine :1Jtatas t,o ratify a t:reerty. the •bove vote 

na virtually accepted. as a de.feat or the resolution,. The 

18 

horrified at the ide,1. of giving up the ne.vigatien. of' the M.is

•1ss1pp1 ru.ver £or eo.mmereial pri.vileges whioh would btu1e.f'i't 

the easte,rn e.ncl northern eta.tea. 61 ot thia Jues ffl'.onroe 

this is one of the most e:xtraord.in,u•y trana ... 
a.ct.ions 1 have ever known. A.millieter negotiat ... 
in.g e.xpl"esaly £or the pru.pose ot defeating th• 
object o:t his instruotion. and b~ .. a. long tre.in of 
intrigues and m.anagem.<n1t ••d.ue int th'! reprtnuuita
tives of the $tates to eonour in 1t.e2 

1786,, P:tn:ckn.ey eaid. in pert., 

It is to .forebear tho assertion &f the right 
of t.he United states to navi$atQ the rtvev !Uesia
s:ippi., fo.r the term or twenty ... five or thirty year$. 

61.. . 11:05 Ibid..,. P• ~.,. • 
~ 

62st.a.nislan.s M,u·ry ilamil·bon. ,~i·itini,.il, .!£ Jam~s M:ont'(H~a, 
(l<rtr lork -.na J.. .. ondon, 1898), I, 144-151. 



It ii aaid that the t1'";;;;sd,y -.~ill n.ot be con0lu.ded 
with.out this at1pulnt:ton1 That th& na.v1ga'tion is 
unimportant •. a.nd that a i'orb~arl!.lno.o will }.)• no 
••cri.fice. as Spa.in excludes us by fore•• and will 
oouti.nue to du so: that i't ·1Emld be dts,rao,$ful 
to eootinue 'the elai:,; without as.sert.ing i-t ••• 
fh0 r ie;ht of the Un:tt..,d. S~a:f;;-es to navi.gato the 
M1:u,t1eaipp1 \til.as been so o.ft.en aasertE>d. and JH) 

fully stated 'by Con,rosa; t.hut it ii unnetHauary 
to !J&f anyth\ing upon thit.c subject. · 

fhe Mi.s4is11ipp1 question continued to monop~lize Cong.ress 

t:hrouihout the eummer of .1786,. and. finally culminated in. 

its d,eeialon to 1:,eoept the vote ot seven to .five on the 

a,ive vote. eiren; t.hough the southern. atat(ts mad<e it very 

apparent that th1t:y would black any a.ort ot a treaty tb•t 

did not (give th~• the right of tho na.vi.gatio:n of the ~1:a-

64 siseipp1. 

- be. rejected by t.'hQ block of :t'1ve sou1ihern atat&s in Congresa. 

eince it t.ook a:t least nine to ratify • treaty. He informed 

changed Jay. Of thie Mr. Bem.ie said, 

!leithe:i" the la.vish h1)l:lpitality of the zealou~ 
Uardoqui., nor the. already fa•hi<>ned Ol)·inion of 
'Wa.lfhington. :nor the re.cH')llUnenda.tions ot Jay• nor the 



royal gif'ts of stallions a-nd jaekasaes could :make 
eonque~t of the logic with which the ,geography ot 
Horth America had convinced the majority · of th• 
southern delega.tes that t'he rapidly 1:nereas:ing pop
ule.tlon of their backlands demanded for economio 
ealvation the c<;,n'trol ot the lilississ1ppi and its: 
outlet to the so.a .65 

,Jay, not being able to s eeure .f.'rom Gardogui the riiht 

ot navigation of the: Mississippi was, by the spr:tni of 1781, 

negotiations fr-om the United States to Mi;.drid,., thereby gi-v-

anc~a,i\·d.ed. in o<rn:rl.ucing Cong~·es:3 that auoh a :mcnte would be 

$& 
us-0l0ss • 

40 

thirt t.he le.tter he.d forward.ed to the li':ing., were being dra:tted 

the following artiole was included on tb• navigation. queisti.on: 

ibe Ua.it-ed sta.t·EUJ lfill not navigate the 14:1$s1a
eippi bolo• its r!paJ"i·an posees,aions # and will :forgo 
All claims to nav·ige.te it whEu··tii it t'lows between two 
:Spanish btAl'J.ks, until i;his que.etion. be taken up and 



till tho latte~ part of 1737, but ~iuce the Coat1ae2tal 

taken upon the treaty. 

tleste~~ners over to the Spani$l1 by holdi.n6 out to the1n. the 

free navi~ation of ti:ie Mississi.ppi. 8 8 Thia ehauge is mat'ked 

to t 

"tHlk o:u and The DeginnittGS of th$ 
American :Histurict1.l. l:.eview, IX,.400-506., 



it la doubtful whQther the treaty sent over to Gardoqui., 

h-ad it been oonaidere.d,, would have re-cei ved ae mue-h support 

l 70 in. Congress as it would ha.v• a year ear ier.. · 

When Gt\rdoqui sailed for Spain in Ootober·., 1'189, t.h.e 

f,\nd the n.~w iiOTernment put into opera.titin. It wa-a then the 

to s~urn .. re- the right of t:ree navigation of the Missi aaippt. 

from. Spain .. and thereby prevent a .revolt a.nd a quiek dis-

/ 



ATTEMP:1'1:3 OF 'I'rlE 1iT,DEIL\L 30VERNJ:t1atT TO f'BCUllt: 
liAYIGNl'l O!i or THE Ml SSISSIP?I • 1789-1803 

lothi:1:1.~ wa1 done toward taking up the Spanish :negoti ... 

1>.tions for t;.he S!9'ttlement oi' the Missis$ippi question and 

"the 11va of the F't'$nch llevol·o:ti<Yn, a.11d he was ot' the opinion 

l that a g&nerttl W.l.\r would soon break ou.t in that continent. 

43 



• • • 't:h:'At the resumptiul:l of' n.ego,bia:tions 1~ n:ot 
desired OA ou.:r part, unlesa he (";;.he· 3:i;ni.nish 
2U.nisto:r oi' l'or,;;!zn i'a.:i.r,:s) oa.n, determine,. in 
th.a £1:rst; opening of i't, 1;.o yh:ld the imm.ediatt, 
and full enjoyTr;eut of that :.1.avigatlon. 0 

y was so onga~cd the revolution that she aauld 

bo of no easiatance. yet &t the same time she could not go 

44 



Short did not arrive in Madrid until a. year and a, half 

opean ool!lple.xi,on had chan~ed oon.s ide-re..bly due to the Freneh 

Revolution.,, and Spaiu. had b:e~om~ the ete.uneh ally of Great 

Britain in the fir st eoali't ion at·a.in.st · France • 1 Spain no 

longer t,uu•-ed a.:n Anglo•iH.aerican alliance. and as a .reault 

pecte.d happen4'd••Bpain allied with Great Britain. 

Du1 .. in£; this ti:me ~ Jtloridablai1c.a ha.d been replao&d by 

45 

the youthful Godoy, as the Spa.n1ah Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Clard.<>qui to n'Elgoti.e.te \V'ith the United Stat,u rcp:r-esentatives. 

regarding the questions involved.a !he oQmmisaionera of: this 

country were u:nabl• to eonfer with (lal"doqui, lndng put o£f 

London, was app-ointed. to s.erve ea envoy extraQrdinary to 
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l1G4. 9 

P1ncknay di.a not e.otu.e.lly leave Lendon until late in 

the spring ot 1795. A& to the chief purpose of' his missi()n, 

ferred to the set that J~f':ferson had given to Messrs. Short 

and Carmichael.. Pin:Okney's full power designated hill!., "en-

voy o:xtra-ordintU"Y and sole commissioner plenipotentiary, n 

with powers to negoti&.te and sign a tree.ty or treaties con

cerning the navigation of the Mis·sissippi River, tbe boimdary 

- - 10 
line., and the general col!Uneree between the two n•t ions. 

Jay's treaty, which had Just bean oonc lud•d. vtith England, 

wa.$ en ita way t.o America._., and luckily for· Pinckney, its 

e·ontel'l.ts were n¢t rov,e.l$d te Spain prior to his arrival at 

Madrid.. Godoy thouiht there- was something in -the treaty per-

t4\ining to an a.llia.n.<Ht between Great Britain antl tht, United 

Am.tu•'itu.. As a :matter oi' !'•ct. tbDre waa no such alliance 

t - - 11 tn the trcu,ty at a.ll• bu this viMs not. known to Godoy .. --

Another re;a.s-on for tlH,, abrupt cheu1.ge in the_ Spanish 

policy., wbiei1 ce.m$ a.bcut. airJ.tiltaneous ly w'i th Pineknat• G a.r

rival a:t Madrid., vt~s the uphe~val o.f' the 41it.ue..ti.on in Europe. 

Prus&iA and the Netherlandr, :he.d left the eoaliidon a.cttitiat 

Fran.c,,e,, and on July 22, 1795, the treaty ot ;Eaele-., whieh 



1.-o tree. t with iil:r .,, ,l,inokney" r e-,,Ga rding the nav1g s.t ion of the 

}U.esiiu,ippi River and the boundary line for fe,e.r or Wh~t. 

Enr.;land might {lo to Spa.in for desertinf:t tho Anglo-Spanish 

. 1a 
allia.n:ee. 

In the fir.st ditu.:ussioa which Fiilckney h.o.d with Godoy~ 

allianq~ wi:th the Uni.ted States and Prance" the same to be 

a part ot the fl&pa:zo.e.tt;t paaoe with Fran<H.b 13 Godoy &te.ted 

.further that be could oome to ne. 1.H):nolusio:n.a on the prin .. 

cipal poi.n:t.a of the American demands un.t il h.o ha.d reeei ved 

an answer to th~ p.ropo,slt.ia.ns tor the su&geste.d alliance 

whieb ho had sent to the President. of the United Sta:tes the 

State, or the. flU.ll.0eus propocitions 

14 tluna. · 

1,4 
Ibi.4-. • P• i34. -
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guarau-ty oi' Spa.n.ish posae,saioua in Auu11-riea. 1 5 Of 'th.la 

11nokn-0y wrote to Rando1ph •. Auguat 11. 1795, 

U'i th 1..!Jis de,elaration, the duke appeared :mucl1 
mortitled_. ¢<n1oei ving,., a.1> was nattiral, tl-ln.t the pr~
poiu,la,. though 111formal.ly :made, ha.d bi'31en e:011.sid•red 
an<a rejected by our government.. I th.en proceeded 'to 
lttai.e h-ow ready tho Unit&d States were to enter into 
OTery oth<H" .tr1e.ndly stipulations. ur&ed 'the argu .. 
ments. th.at occurred to me for an imineJiate settlo-
1'1tent o:t th~ polnt;a in (Hmtroversy:, the :res~lt. we.e:r 
th(tt he promised to p.ro<.nl<ed with me in our ne&otia ..... 
tions. ,,. ,. l urged tho f ixh1t of a day to prooeed 
·to ~ho bllainess.., wld.eh he tsaid was impossible., as 
he ,Vi$hed aom.e further lni"ormati•on,. but pr~mised to 
appoill.t an early day. l'his., however I not immediate-ly 
takini; place.,, l roqu.,ested in three or four days • 
further <H>ni'erenee • in whi.ch. h.o still u:r ged ·~b.at he
was n0:t p:rep1tr&d,. but ·aaid that 11e would ver-y shortly 
•nt&r into thG bu.siness.; and :from. his conversation., 
I cn:>ll~ot,ed ·t.he.t he had really been looking into the 

"l. lli! auo,;jeet,.. '"' 

ro,ti fied and sent ba.ok to Pa.t"'is,. and the var httd ended with-

. . . . 17 
out Godoy-'s hoped f'o:r triplo allittJ'le&. · Tlie day :following 

the p~.blie e.nnoune&:?tlent ot the pea.o& with Fre.noe~ Godoy ill• 

f,ormed Pinckney that their biurtn~ss would bte ~et"j;l~i! s.peedily 

On 3iut·tiay ••• he told me thnt ou:r butin&$S: 
ahou.l.d be very speedily sert'tlod -to our sati.ataotionJ 
that ! !dg;ht oon1Jid~r it pe:rf'ectlr in the:t point or 
llgh:t • aa his ltajeat;y waa de,t,ermin.ed to se.ori:fio• 
e:o~t.hin~ of ;i,'.hat he oonsid.,rod as h1a r-irfht,, to 
testify 111,s 6 ood will to us ••• my pr"'son:t opiulo.n 
is~ that tba nstt position. of' Spain with r~upect to 
Ihigl~nd 'ilfil.l induce them. to coae to • d&ci·siou with u:s.1 8 



a des\:irteJ o.lly, wh.i.ch !u11.e al:r~ad.y 1~~de a m.;ysteri,:nlii 't,r-eaty 

1ri t:h 'tlie ·;;nH;ed 8tati::s. '.fhat tr~aty m!€,ht poe.sibly for-oe 

1t ae.e:med ,r~ry essential to Oodo:1· that s·pu.ln eon.ciliii.t<a t.h& 

~\mer ie llll. X''~public • 20 

The Prince of Peace• aoti·r·el;; a:nd 1Ha.rn1.ut.ly., bega.;:i to 

point rama.lned to be aettl~d:.. P.inoknt,y 's instrtHi'bions r•

tardins the .Uississippi ea.utioned hir:i. to e..void.,, if p<HUli'ble., 

accepting thO" nav1t;atio:n of' that river as a irl:l;ttt t:rom Spa.la 

c•it sion ot n part or at least a land in~ p.l&ee 111 the SpUJ.1eh 

te1·1~il;H'.li"!f 1nii\r ·t..lhj mouth of the river •. 21 

l 9aem1a 1 .!.l• cit • .,, P• Sl4. 
•i ·:1 
i:.\ Ibid • ., p .. 515,. -
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with & seiarate artiol~ on the navl~stion of th~ Missisalppi 

River, which read~ 

'lhat the n.avigatitm of the liissisaippi be recog
nized a.s tree to ~ oth. nl>\ti{jns, •nd all the i"aoil.L;ias 
for its use be, mutually ac.oorded...22 

Gedoy. ad:ed for a. full le.ngth draft of th.e treaty., e.nd th• 

negot.ia:tions on th-e detail.a or this draft lasted tor .four 

. 23 weeks. ln 'these com..."llun1eaticns, PinQ)U1ey relinquish0d 

the com.1!'00l"eial d.emands of the U:nited States regarding r~ci• 

prQoit7 and the most-favored uation priv:tlese. but insisted 

t<t:renuoualy to th.e ri.ght of dtpoeit at th~ mouth of the 

Mississippi River. He objeet,1d to. Godoy 1 s wording of the 

article on the ne,viga:tion of the Miss1ss.ippi Rive.~.. Of th is 

i'i.r. Pinckney said: 

!n ·th-s- eleve:n:th and. twel vt,th linc.J • the words, 
ttaol.o e't •xoluaivamentn (alone and exelusiTttl;r) 
sh«.>u.l.d. be omitt~d, i'-ur Spiin. co1,.1.l.d .11<.ui.rtH,ly oau
fide in the good ta.1th o:f the United Statea, no,:-
i:..1 thls e.:niv-e.u.t.io:a .. whioh she i$ abo-,.:rc t·:, eo:.leluC:.e 
with them. if they agr•ed. tc an articlG which would 
b~ an infraotion o:f anot1:i.er tr.:ilaty-, pr·avf;:-,1;.sly 11::ade. 
Bow by the t.reaty oi: pea.e• b&t"lle•n the United Stat.es 
and Great B~it:ai.n, conoluded in 1783, it was ttip~ 
ula'bed that th• navigation of the river !Us a:i.ssipp1 
shall continue free to the subjeota of Great, Britai.n 
and. to the oitiziiUS oz" the U111t.ed St&tss. It &ppoe.rs 
that the. foll.owing provision,. Vl'(ni.l.d have all of' the 
deeire4 eff•ct; It is nevert~elas4 agreed, that 
nothing oont!line.d 1n ·bhis article &hall 'be construed 
c:r· interpreted., t. o ao:LT£t.1uiio ato the right of ..:iG.vi;;~ ... 
ting tllia riv-e.r., to other. na.'tions or persons., th-an 
te the ar1bjeots of lii.s C~tholio. Mt;jo.s'hy a.nd th.::, 
oiti&-&ns of' the U2.1ited St,e.tes.24 

21n··" ' •t "'la {'"'"" D • "" ..I.~ -"'h• L>EJmis. op. ci •,:, P• .:;; • ..:. .... ..,ew.:i..a e .... mmelli..C;J. O'A \i, l.S 
e.s f'ollow,p 11 l ha.ve not been t.ble to locate l?inck:ne;(' a 
f·u.ll 'llraf·t;, r,1.or Godoy 1 3 counter dr~f,t. either in Spain 
o:r: the 'United State,'l., in Pin:e.ln1ey•a papers;t nor in 
Short's p~pers.•) 

23 j •I•! •!•!1.. _. I, 63 9 .. 540. 

50 

24.!?f .. ~., p., 54-0.. In ?1nekney_' s .11 Notes ~ ~ .~roJec~ ,E! !:; 
£2P!'?::?;~i()'tt Prop~ !!l lli I~xce!lenoy, ,!!!! !.~t-1!.~! _'!!, .Pee.ee .. 



the sea might discharge their 4a.rgoea with those the. t eu• .. 

riv&d trom the neighboring ports on the riv~r .is lie sta:ted 

dam.ages already ,sustained by the twelve years of interr·uption 

o.f the free niavigat ion of the ~isaissippi 10.viu•. ze 

On October 7 • 1795., God.oy sent PJ..nekney a brief note 

- . . a·r t.$k1nt hi:m to tign tne trea.ty. thit Pinckney filfu:rn..d. to 

do without seouring wlla.t he termed orr.e of the pr i~1.ci.pAl 

........ - ...... ----~.i·!!I ·.-.a eta - .. -~,,.,. _____ _ 

26I'-i.:r . V .'Q•· . .f' - P• 541 • 

P• 542. 



., •• And llis Catholic :Majesty w1u likowiee 
agreed, imat. the .na.v1sJ1t ion cf the said river 
(Mlssisaipp1) ~ :ln it.a wl1ol" b:ir-eadtlt,. !:t"o:m l'bs. 
fJQttTce to the O<H!HUt., sh all be free· only to hi,$ 
t.n~bj(iets and. the '°'it:'i.ie:-1s of tlia Utii'tttd ~tattn;~ 
unle$s he should. extend this powtH" to other 
nation.a by oonvention.28 

Ris Catholie Majesty ~Hill perm.it the eiti1ens 
ot" the: U:nit•d. Sta1HH, for the s.pa~e 0£ thr,ee. years 
from thia tlm•• to 4•poait their merehandise and 
et:t'ecta in the po:i-i. of ltew. Orle~•, and to export 
them froin the~ee ••• .and llis Uajeaty promi•es 
eithe,: .. t.o e ontinuo this per'mieeiou. if' h& rtnds 
during tlu.t. time that- .it ia not prejudi·cial to 
th-e 1nt1:U"')ets of Spain, or i.f he tthould not agree 
to ~o.utiru2e it. there• he will asai,tt to th~m on 
another p.a:r,t of the ba.nke fr"f the lJ.liaai&.tilppi an 
equivalent establi;hm.ent.,29 

-.uthorieed him to ~ue ~ sigu,. and send tv the Pret1.ident ot 

'tbe tJl\it0d state .. s foi- his ratif'ictition by and witll tb:o ad-

the pr,esont *ree..t.y shall not be in fol'OO until 
rati.fi1Hi oy the cont:t""ae:tin1 patties,, end thcit ratili
eation ehail be exehanc;ed withill. six nonths frc:m 
thi,e ti:1:E:.e ot' sooner if po1u1i'ble •. so 

tbe Senate, but a t.reaty U:ko th 1$ one eaool.ln:tere.c n,o op ... 

poai t:.ion in that body. It w·,ui uaani?ll.OQ:sly ratitietl a.a aeon 

IH:l I'tti 4 •·;;, P• i47"' -29 649. Ibid.-.- P• .~ 

30:0)1.d.,. P• ti49. 
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the, long s~u&ht for reeognition of 'th$ rii;ht to navigate the 

Misa.isaippi River I and te d.eposit goods at ita m:outh was 

tln.t\l.ly, obtained by the new F,ed~ral govarnment ·of the 1Jn1tce4 

ti~e_., th<11y had pr,otost.ed to Congresfj. in th~ fo.r:m .o,f resolu• 

tiona# e.sld.nt;; ·that the government JtocnH1t these rigbte.31 

.. -------

tlera to lil'olieve thet the Klng of Spain did not ini.,~uid to 



• ... it.. r.1a.y be · conf'1ii.ently a.sserted • .., • that his 
Catholic Ma.Josty will :U·O~ carry the above me:rrtionod 
traat.y ('.the 'l1ree.ty of San Lorti,n%o, 1795) into exe
ou.tion; nevertheless the th.orou;b knowled.ge I hf.I.Te 
f)f the diapositio:n o: the Sp(tnish ,govorui:er~t ,j'usti-· 
ties ae ia sa.y' that, so far tr om it baing Si.a 
fa.1.Jt:if.rty•a wish to oxclude the i:nb.abi.1i;;~nta o·t this 
1teat.ern count:ry i'l"om the free navigation of th.e Mis• 
sissipJ;l,. or withhold it from them liy thc, ti~~11ty,. 
.it i.a positively h1a i:n:te:ntion ... a.a soon a.$ they $hall 
put. it inh.:is po'v.-er to treat with them,, by deol&.r·in~ 
them.•elvea independent. of the ~~edera.l Governm.ent e.na. 
entabliah int; on~ of' their own 11 . to gri..nt thet1. pri vile4i!es 
:tar more extensive., give them a deeid.ed preference 
oveF the Atlantic ste.tes in. his co11.tna~oial connections 
with the:m.# and placHt them 1n a situation iu.fin.itely 
mor@ ad'f"ante.ge<n1s h1 evt'H·:f point of view I than the.t 
in. •hi.ch they would f'ind them.selves• were the treaty 
'to be ca.x-r·ied into eff·oot ,.33 · · 

----· -------------------------------------------.·.~..._ ___________ __ 



pt,rfeotly ~er.tisf'ied ,;:rith 

of the F~do:r.·al ft(:)vernment. 55 

.11· ·~.h 5$ .... _.:)- ill}: 

3 5.!.lli., pp• 564-3 85. 

36 r:rede:rick Johnson '.;[':ur11<H:·~ '''£:he .Pol:t<ly of' F'ral"HH.t tmvard The 
""isGi.ppi Valley int. Period of ,:_;a::; 'Jt{)n .;,,11d .rd•ma1!t1 

Amerio$.n Uisi:;:>;rioal I,:ev.1itw,. (New York. l90i>),. !> 257. --t·-·· -~-~""""!"-,..,,.._ .• --~ 



•.•it m~Jt of neaoasity o~e tho S30~rG enjoy
ment 0£ it.a ind.1s1,Hu1-aable outlets for its omt 
p:r;'Hi,1(:ltiozt.e, ·to th~ \Ttti 1fit, i:1.fl•2.$:1oe,,. t\Ud. f\:i.ture 
1t·u.iritim-e stl"6ngth or the Atlantic side of! the 
tl"lion.,. i1l"eG't('d bf a.11 it'.!.(U 11oolti:)la 0ou::,n1:1it~r .t,f 
1:ntHn'"ests a$ one natio:q. Any othar tenure, by 
;rh.ioh the '.flest ean hold this e~sential e.dvantage 11 

whether derived. f:rom its OWll. separa.te $tren.gth, 
or !'r('):in an apoat,o\ta 9.}ld ,:i.nn.a:btJ?nl conne::dcn -.vi t!i 
any foreign Power :1 it must be int:tinaically pre
car!otu1--Ths, inhabita:o:ts: of ~u:r ,'ieste-r:u Ootn:1try · 
lu.ve lately had a ua.~.t'Ul lesaon. • • they hAVf/J 
seen,. in the negotiat!..:;n by t.he Executive,. ttnd 111. 
t.he ,ulanbt(llil.S l"ati£ioation.. by t.h<J! Se:na'te,. of' the 
t.reaty ,vtth 3J?~in, e.nri :tn th• untv~r sal sl\t: is, ... 
raot1-o-n a.t tht.t't eve-nt th,:,,ouifh-owt ·hh.e lTnit0d St.,a1ces 
• .. • th~y hav-o bea.n wii~ntttl!J t.o the .t'!!>r!1!.\t,i .:in ot 
two tl"<:Hit.1es, that ,1ri "hb. G;rel;i.1; Britain. ~nd. that with 
$paJ.n, tThieh ,e:o~:t"e to ·hhfflll evt:H·ythin,. ·t"lv,y elluld 
desi:ra. • • towards. · fl{;n:firmin.g their prosperi.t.y. 
Will it. not 05· t.h:e:tr w.i,;do.ri to· rely for the prf>
$'¢vaticn of: tl·utui. advant.ae~a on tlu.. uuion by whieh 
th~y were proeu '?:"-ed.? '~1ill th.~y not henc.erorth b-e 
de•£ to those adviaera. 1.f' such they are,. who would 
iuJver th.ea. t:·r-om th.,eir b!"Eithe?°n a:rtd o on1ieot th-0m w.i th 
-.l.i•na r:30 · 

5$ 



TlHl strained relation between the United Statei,t and 

e.ftair_, and the spectacular :t•ine of !la.poleon in ltm·ope made 

t.;h~ Loids iana terr it ery r lpe i'or the: piokint hy ieoo •39 

Spain ~o ~rnnae by thn see~et treaty at San Ildetenao. Oat6-

I am in hr>pr,:s that I shall soon 1Je able to 
obtain end send you a ·oopy of' th& tr<;tatr eeding 
Louiti1ma to France, thia will enable us to de
termine WhEtther it i.:a.c li1eles I'fow O:r.leans and th~ 
ll<:>ridas.40 · 

Etnahrouded in the eeereey of· the treat.y,. wa~ whether or not 

cop1 ef the tre.a:ty s ign<?d at Me.tlr id. ii.l.a:r<;;b 21" l 801., 'by 

wliieh the Pr.ince oi' Pa.r:ma (.son-in-le:w of the King of· Spain) 

..,_ bli ' · · m · 4:l -'·hi ""'~d "'- .11 i · t· • Wf8 es i..i\ snaa 1n l ueeany; .; 3 ~ ween .1.n. c on.3 a:£Jr.a lO?l 

thereby eonfir:m.ed hy this. treaty_ which. established the 

Spanish Princes~ and her husbv.nd on the thro:ue oi' the King• 

~·•ill~ ~u-•-•!!I 1 ... --·-.• c~· r R 1,~·----~~· kf ·,.,. . 11...,... •-....,-• ------

39Turner 1 ~11" .?}.!!•" PP• 276-2.17. 
40 · 

A. A. F. F. !•• Ila ill. 

41:rb!d,,., p .. 512. --

S1 



dom of 1'"Jtruria. 4.2 

180!., that the French would soon tak,e possess ion oi' th~ 

a4dreese4 to Robert Livingston, th$ United States minister 

fh~ ·Oi"Huiion of l.01.tiai.ana. a.nci the Florida.a by 
Spain t<, ?ranee works most aor,ely oa the Unit~d 
State.a. • •. there, ~s on the e; lQbe one .single epot, 
the~ poaeesaor of wh ioh ia our nat.1.,1ral and ha.b 1 imal 
ens0m.,- .. I'(; is liew Orlaa.na, tl1roui.:;,l1 which the pro• 
duce of thr~e-eighths cf our territory ntust pasa 
to iru,.rket ••• !he day tha.:t rra.nce \ia.kea posseaaioa 
Gt N4'w Orleans t'ix~s th& seutenco ,,hich is to re• 
strain her i"'..orever within he:r low' water l!lar~. ,. • 
From tl\:at 'n.tom.ent we must :ae.rry ouraelv~s to the 
Br.itish fleet .and na.tiou.43 

On Ootober 16, 1a92. Ju.a.n 'Je:t1·tura ;toralles • ·the aoting 

it.rtondan..t ot'Louiaiana, wi'tn.dre'tt the itme1•:tcan r.:l,tf1.t QI de.-

ait-tiole, Z:pa:in r«Jservei the ~ igbt to :revoke the depgsit at 

N•w Orleans, · but in t.b.e stUu.to ar·tielt, ahe bound her st<"l.!' in 

that ev•nt to give i:;'.n• Am.o:ri(HUlS an equivalent .3atablieh-

41 
Ibid. ... P• 612. -· 
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thereby violate the 

attaok ,i'o~1 ld produce ei tl1er +.,;n.e oalamit,y rJf A 1-vat· with 

;.,':i.·$.llC$ or ·th,$ d.iiH.;olu.tiou of thc-i l1nio;J45 Jef'te.1·so:u did 

.no·t b,elie·~e t'ha.t tJ1e United Sta.is$$ had a consti'hut;ional 

doou:i:ai.;;nt,. for event.a moved too rapidly for it to be e.ceom-

JQJ.as M:o~roe to the Court ot ~J;>.!1:i:n., ¥Ii th full powers to form. 
"''>=,•--'·"'"-"' 
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so 

t\. 1· 47 vr . eans. 

appointed :minis te.r plenipotentiary at Paris with instructi. ons 

arrived !fapoleon had def:Lnitely deeid~d.. to sell the ?thole 

of Louisiana to the United States in order th.at it might 

not fall into the hands of the 

!wa days prlor to Monroe 1 s arriv&l in Paris. Napoleon 

tllttm of his intentions to sell s.ll of 1,.guisia:n.a. to th.{) .United 

States~ and the fallowing day directed Marbois to interview 

new eontributi@u1~ 
fiO 

7-::"" 
I\' ..;: .• • ' 

49 James n .. J?orkins •· Ann~ls of \the West~ 
-_· -~.~~ 

i'Je.onuiil .gditi on. p ... 530. 

SO'.rh<:nn.as 10.,. M~rshe.ll. ! ~l!!~Or';l,: !!£ !he W~!J~!ll }3ound~ry of 
Louisiana,. U,erkeley., (;:(1.l.if'ornl-.., I11li) • P• 7. 
~--'-=_..,,,,,,. .... ~ 



Qn the, ni6 b:t; of !,pri.l 13, 1803 .s Li.vil1iatt1n and !farbois met 

and remd.n(:;d in t:.'onfcr.ence until aft.er m'.td. ... n.ight._ 01 fhe 

the !treuQl\ repr·~&en;tative tlls.t he woii).d do a.ll in llie power 

to p1u•sue.d• ~o:nroe to ae1Hlpt t;h13 t>ffer. sa 

_,___....,..-.; ....... -..-------------........ --------------....------------------ ------
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s:u.t1ing at t.he .siu.1.{;l ti.r:1~c1 tho i~erian.n ol~iu.a t.o t;he ruaount 

o.t 'twenty tdllio,n francs• 54 This w~s er.111ivn,len1<; to about 

on April 30, 1803., in ,rhioh tho v;hole .of th$ Louisiana tar

r1toI"y was to pa.ss into 'nhe h.ands of the United States .• 55 

at i vie t-o the Ar.ie:r le a.n claim• ·~as ai&ned a. fe;,'f dayt.i. le;ter,. 

but both 0£ t.he.m were antede.t.ed ·bo ltpz•il 50, 1.803. 56 

Senate;JI and the r e.tifieati.ons were axohan.ged en Oot:ober :n,. 

18tl3 • 57 

Thi.s aoce,ssh,n of territor·y,;; .strengthens i'or .. 
ever the power of the United. states, and l havfl 
just given to Enelt.nd a maritime rival t.hat will 
sooner or later humble her pride-._,58 

53 
Ibid •• P• 554. 
~-· 

" .,:; ...,..,..!.]?..!£•• l?·• 551 and P• 507. 

56 ,ii.i.scellaneou& lloi,se O OC\Uiwn·t.., vol. S:Z.,,. 5'1 ti1 C ong;--cu:ui • 
- , ' ft"(iX y•---- ( Session,, .1.voZ•,1.903 7 Documoi.tt no. 431, _r:a.sh5,ngton, 11. 
lf301).- P• 96,. 

.2nd 
c.,, 

57 !!~•!! !! .£!.....~!.!!,! 11 1th Con~resa:, 2nd Session~ pp. 1007-lil.O., 

58Perkina~ 2R•-.2ll·•• p. 532. 



Puring this time anothor diff:tc 'lJ..lty .aroae. 

tho Louisiana terri~ory ta th0 United states. bec~usa; 

• d .. L 1· • IO e~rr .... e· ::.u'l. :.tn ·GU s:i:.ana• 



1 n e. (J.:11 :t.o·:r·t!i --G,:t 1;:1tt;}1 "t.11,0 t i .. ;;J. at J7 ::1 I ?tz-t tlt·e 
United States in posseasion of to-uisi.ana and its 
,1e11(;11t1ext o 1 o .,, .,. i.e21e (! i 't, :t 2- r;11.s in'r1a·b it. ·e.11J; s Y?J11rJ 
\1K'isli to rem.a.in ht~l'e and obey the laws,. are from 
-t.hit1 1a.t)·m-or1:t, o~.,,::·n.nc,;_~·e1_~f.~(l _·:·:·.11t·otu t 
to the French Fl ,,;,pub lie .65 

'fhis e.(HH ion seo'ure& to you and y(}ur tiesoend-
eri.1;s the:, inlv;,r t,n1..rn of lib(n·-t;:;<,, :perpetual laws•,. 
and nuit;ist:rates ., ''ltl1om you will e:leet yourse.l vea. 04 



and ·,vhile ·they 0;ivaved in 'the air. the Amari.oans &:>:]*ressed 

the tr•mendaus Jay.85 

Jnited Statea ha~ ~ery una~peotedly and by• 

to tho Pacific Joaau. 

"!.-·"-----·"'·-·----- ·-------------------------
rx i"4 ·.1 . • ,.:, ... _·. •·· .• ;£..t• _.:.;,_ ft' 
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