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INTRODUCTION

Asbury Manual Labor School was first located about
nine miles south of the present city of Columbus, Alabama,
cne mile east of the Chattahoochee River. It was abandon-
ed in February, 1830, due to the removal of the Creeks to
the West. It was established again in 1847 at North Fork
Town in the Creek Nation of Indian Territory about two
miles up the north fork of the Canadisn River from the
point where it runs into the South Canadian River. This
school was a pecullar type of school, The manual labor
plan of running a school had been introduced in the United
States only a few years previous to this time and the dur-
ation of this type of school in our nation lasted only a
half century.

Realizing the short period of time that the manual
labor movement existed as a major factor in eduecation, end
the extreme adaptability of this particular type of educa-
tion to the mental progress of the Indian tribes, I have
used this subjeet of Educational Methods and Equipment
used in Asbury Manual Labor school to show the existing
educational conditions among the Lower Creek Indians during
the early part of the nineteenth century between the years
1821-1890 and how the manual labor school helped to improve
these conditions. OQther prevalent methods of education
were tried consistently among these Indians without sueccess.
I will try to show just why and how the manual labor methods
and equipment changed this failure to enlighten the Indian



vi
into a much higher degree of success. Sinee the establish-

ment of the system was brought about and made into a work-
able plan during the third quarter of the nineteenth
century, I will emphasize that period with detsiled reports
of the theories, customs, activities, and examples of the
type of men who controlled the school at that time, It is
necessary to include some local history and illustrations
along with the educational faets to make them fully appre=-
eiated. I have given briefly the lives of the superin-
tendents with this in mind.

Since some of the information had to be gleaned from
personal interviews from men and women who attended this
school over sixty years ago and are now close to eighty
years old, there may be some conflict of opinion, but I
have tried to harmonize this by taking as authority the
majority of opinion, and the consideration of the apparent
accurateness after weighing such factors as clearness of
speech and mind, of the Indians with whom I talked.

As there is no single printed article of any length
available on this subjeet the data had to be accumulated
from a great number of different sources in which there

was little laeck of harmony.



CHAPTER I
EARLY BACKGROUND

Indian education has been an ever increasing problem
for the past century. with the help of various organiza-
tions and individuals the history of the development of
the educational methods and technigue used in this useful
phase of education has been gradually uncovered and found
useful in showing the growth that has taken place in
gquantity and quality. Ever since the early establishment
of missions by the Spanish and the Christian teachings of
the French Jesuits among the Indians there has been an in-
ereasing interest shown by all races that have come in
contact with the Indians, in the improvement of their un-
civilized state to one of Christlan intelligent people.

In the early national life of the United States, the Frive
Civilized Tribes were located in the southern states.

The early churches sent missionaries to these tribes and
were very instrumental in helping to civilize them. TUp
until the Civil war, the churches continued to carry on
this work, then the Federal Government took over control
of the schools among the tribes.

At the session of the South Carolina Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church held in Columbus, January, 1821,
Bishop McKendree, by authority of the conference, appointed
Reverend William Capers missionary to the Creek Indians.

In October, 1822, Mr. Capers entered into an agreement



with the heads of the Creek Watlion asuthorizing the estad-
lishment of a sehool for the benefit of young people of
the tribdve.

imong the Creek tribe the Methodist Chureh estab-
lished one of their schools. This school was named
Asbury Manuel Labor School. It was located about one
mile from the Chattahoochee River about nine miles below
the present e¢lty of Columbus, slabama., Nine years later,
Feburary 3, 1830, by an action of the same conference,
the work was abandoned. This was necessary because of
the removal of the Creeks to the new reservation west
of the ¥ississippl Rivor.l

The condition of this school in 1829 may be seen by
the following report:

Methodist Episcopal Soeciety report.

Creeks

Asbury--near the line dividing Georgia and Alabams.
Rev., Messrs. Hamlin end Hill Missionaries.

Sehool contalning twenty or twenty-five scholars.
Operations of the mission are impeded by the un-
settled statg of the Indians and their emigration
to the Yest.

The first Methodist missionary work among the tribes
which migrated to the territory from the south was done
by prcachers who had been laboring among them in their
0ld homes. The work of the Methodist Church smong these
trivtes seem to have been started by some of the confer-

ences adjoining the Indilen reservations, rather than at

8
Amanda Eld, Oklahoma Indian School Magazine, Vol. 2
Pe 2.
2
lissionary Herald, February, 1829, p. 42.




the instance of the mission board of that denomination,
The efforts of the Methodist Church among the Creeks seem
to have been very successful, hundreds of the Indians
affiliating with the church. In the migration of the
Indians several missionaries ceme with the Creeks. In
those days the Missouri conference of the Methodist Church
included all of present Missouri, the state of Arkansas,
and the inhabited portions of eastern Oklahoma, During
the earlier years, the work of the Methodist Missionaries
consisted largely of itinerant preaching at certain stated
places and occasions rather than a concentration of effort
in any particular locality. An appointed distriet or
station, therefore, meant a given distriect in which there
might be twenty or more preaching places, The Methodist
camp meeting, as a form of evangelistic effort, also
appealed strongly to the Indians who loved to gather in
asscmblages.3

Missionary work varied in its strength from its be-
ginning before the removel to the time it was 195; needed
due to other organized efforts. During the period from
1840-1860 most of the missions had been established and
in operation long enough to demonstrate their practical
utility. During this period there was more missionary
activity in the Creek territory than during any other era
in its hiatory.‘

5ﬁarl Flowers, Eduecation asmong Creek Indiens, pp. 63-64.
£

Joseph B. Thoburn, A Standard History of Oklahoma,
Vol. 1, Chapter 27, p. 183.




These missionaries were of great help to the (reeks.
Throughout all the time of trouble during the movement
west the missionaries remained firm friends and faithful
counsellors of the Indians, and many moved west with thqm.5

imong the missionaries who worked in Creek territory
in 1848, immediately before the founding of Asbury Manual
Labor School, was Americus L. Hay whose purpose was to
organize the church and missionary work. Mr. Hay wrote
from the Fountain Church that the membership, 1,170, was
so large that sometimes in the winter he was obliged to
use an arbor.6

During the first decade after removal, the Baptists
and Methodists were the prineipal religious workers. Dur-
ing the period from 1840 to 1860 the religious factor in
the Creek life proved to be a most potent foree in the
Creek Nation's advancament.7

The following is the brief biography of the original
founder of Asbury Manual Labor School. William Capers
was a devout and highly respected member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. He was an under-graduate in the South
carolina College, and a member of the Jjunlior class. His
health had been impaired by too close application to

—
Ibid, p. 87.
6

Grant Foreman, The Five Civilized Tribes, p. 195.
7
Report of Commission of Indien Affairs, 1850, p. 390.




study, and he had returned home to recruit, when a new
direction was given to the whole current of life., Some
years afterwards the college gave him a Master of Arts
diploma, Impressed that he was called of God to preach
the Gospel, he conferred not with flesh and blood but
yielded an instant obedience to his solemn convietions of
duty.

In the year 1890, he was admitted into the South
Cerolina Conference and sent as a traveling preacher to
the wateree circuit. The following year he traveled the
Pee Dee circuit and was then stationed in the city of
Charleston. Then followed two circuits more. He located
at the close of 1814 and remsined in this relation to the
Annual Conference for three years.

In 1818 he was stationed in Columbia. The two follow-
ing years he spent in Savannah, Georgia. 1In 1821 he re-
ceived the appointment of missionary to the Indians in
western Ceorgla and traveled extensively throughout the
state, pleading the cause of the mission. The next year
he loecated the Asbury mission, at the Creek Ageney, on
Flint River; and continued superintendent the following
years, while stationed at Milledgeville, Georgia. In 1825
he was removed to Charleston, South Carolina, and spent
six years in that city as preacher in charge and preslding
elder of the Charleston district.



CHAPTER II
NEED OF MANUAL LABOR SCHOOL /AMONG CREEKS

After the removel of the Creeks to the west in Indian
Territory, we find them badly in need of schools and eager
for them. Some of them were so desirous of educational
advantages for their children, that they made repeated
applications to the (Osage School, founded at Unlion Mission
in 1822. Had all the children been taken that were offer-
ed, the school would have been filled to the overflowing
capacity with these Creek boys and girls, eager to
learn.

The MecIntosh party of the Creeks soon after the re-
moval were anxious to have school established among themn,
No government provision had been made to help them in this
matter, The Baptists resolved to extend their missionary
operations among them as soon as those east of the Missis-
sippi arrived.a

Drunkeness, carousals, and gambling by both sexes
were common in public places; prostitution and poverty
abounded and the former was apt to cause several portions
of the nation to acquire notorious fame; religion was
scoffed at and efforts to introduce schools and promote

education, though desired by many, were in vain. Against

1

Micssionary Herald, 1831, Vol. 27, p. 286.
2

Isaac McCoy, History of the Baptist Missions, p. 410.




this background, Opothleyohola, immediately on his ar-
rival in the West in 1837, urged General Arbuckle to se-
cure a good preacher for thom.a
In 1838 some of them observed the benefit of schools
in the Cherokee and Choetaw Nations and asked for similar
opportunities. They were regarded as far behind those
tribes in education, but on the other hand they were the
most industrious of the emigrant tribes as well as most
warlike. By 1841 a few schools had been established and
fourteen boys were educated at the Choctaw Academy in
Kentucky. There were as yet no missionaries in the tribe,
though two or three missionaries preached oocasianally.‘
In 1845 we find that small schools have been estab-
lished among the Creeks by the Methodist, Presbyterian,
and Baptist missionaries., The Government at this time
provided $4,000 for the Creeks, which was spent for the
support and education of fourteen boys at the Choctaw
Academy in Kentucky. The Creeks were much dissatisfied
about this fund being expended in this manner and insisted
that it could be much more advantageously applied in the
nation, They said they were not willing to send their
children from home to be educated. So the (Creeks were
promised that their money should be applied in the nation

the next year. They suggested that four additional

3
Grant Foremen, The Five Civilized Tribes, p. 183.
4

Ibid. pp. 169"1?0.




schools be established in the nation and agreed to pro-
vide the school houses at their own expense.5

There was not a suffiecient number of inhabitants in
any one settlement, who had a proper estimate of the
value of education, to make a very large school unless
they could get their children boarded, for which they
were willing to pay.6

They constantly applied for this type of school.
Thelr prejudices against education held by them previous-
ly had been removed by this time, and they were anxious
for schools in the nation at which their children could
board and stay.

Sentiment and common sense argued against the day
schools which were in existence at this time. The Creeks
as a natlon were not prepared to sustain day schools. The
missionaries of the different denominations repeatedly
tried them. The Government tried them year after year
under different teachers. Suitable school houses would
be built, a day school put into operation, and prospeets
would look fine; but as soon as the novelty of going to
school was over and the children became tired of their
studies, as all children will, they deserted the school

room and returned to their sports. Who was there to bring

1)
Jemes Logan, Creek Agent Report of Commissioner of
Indiag Affairs, 1845, p. 355.

Ibid, p. 330.




them back? The teacher could not and the parents would
not; hence they absented themselves at pleasure, return-
ing only now and then as curiosity might prompt them,

and then the sc¢hool room was deserted and the teacher was

left to preside over empty loats.7

The only remedy, it seemed, was the boarding school
or manual labor school, where regularity of 1life, habits,
and attendance could be secured and where the minds of
the pupils were perpetually kept under wholesome moral
eand intellectual restraints. Parts of the time in labor
schools were devoted to health invigorating labors, and
to personal manners, conversation, and attention to their
dress and deportment; and the habits and cleanliness of
the pupils were subjected to notice and commendation. These
schools were also more favorable for meking progress in
the use of the English language, & primary point in the
education of the Indian children. The more advanced
academies could thus be supplied with scholarly materieal
for the higher branches of education.
For the above reason the manual labor school came into
favor and a letter from Mr. Armstrong to Roley McIntosh says:
I have recommended the Methodist society under
full conviction that they are better qualified,
taking everything into view, to conduet a manual

labor school than any other.

7
carl Flowers, BEducation Among the Creeks, pp. 63-64.




10

This letter was written in answer to a reguest by MeIntosh
as to which of the religious organizations were in better
position to eonduet the manual labor school which his
people deaired.a

That their judgment was good in establishing this
type of school is shown by the report of James Logan, the
Creek Agent, who says:

The acecounts from all are highly flattering;
That is, most cheering and at the same time the
most gratifying evidence of the interest abound-
ing the pride and satisfaction evidently felt
by the parents at the acquirements of their
progress in learning that they can read, write,
and speak like a white man., This is the proper
feeling and it induces the belief that the ris-
ing gansrntion of the Creeks will be a different

people.

8
W. H. Goode, Qutposts of Ziom, p. 144.
9

James Logan, Creek Agent, Report of Commissioner
of Indien Affairs, 1849, pp. 419~ :




CHAPTER III
ORIGIN OF MANUAL LABOR SCHOOLS

Let us study the origin of the manual labor idea.

We have sgeen that there was a great need among the Creeks
for this type of school.

The one European idea which we adopted almost bodily,
because we'had no previous development of the kind and
because we found it so well sulted to early democratic
conditions among a people of little wealth, was the
Pestalozzian idea worked out by Fellenberg and his follow-
ers at Hofwyl, in Switzerland, of combining manual labor
with schooling. BRarly in our national history the inter-
est in farming was strong, the first farmers®' Journals
were established, and there soon arose a demand for
special schools for farmers' sons. The advantages, both
pecuniary and educational, of combining schooling and
farming made a strong appeal in the days when money was
scarce and copportunities limited, and sueh schools, draw-
ing their inspiration from the very successful school of
Fellenberg, were founded first in Connecticut, in 1819;
and New Jersey in 1830. The purpose in each was to unite
training in asgriculture with the studies of the school,
and thus give the farm boys a double type of training.

The lidea was soon extended to the rapidly rising mechani-
ecal pursuits, and manual labor institutions of a mechanical
type also arose. The Onelda School of 3Seience and Industry,

the Genesee Wanual Labor School, the Aurora Manual Labor



Seminary aad the Rensselals Sehool, all in Jew York, wers
among the most inportant of theoge lastitutions. The ind-
over Theologlical feninary algc adopted the plan, and by
1835 the msnual school labor idea had been tried in a
dozen states, extending from laine to ITllinois. Many of
the institutions thus founded beecame eolleges alterwards
a8, for example, the Indians Faptist Veanuel-Lsbor Insti-
tute, which later beceme Franklin College; the Jabash
College; and the Knox llanusl-labor College. In 1831 the
short lived Weanual Labor Soclety for Promoting Manual
Labor in lLiterary Institutions was formed in Eew‘gork to
nromote this idea. This society also zdded gymnastics

to its program, and the early recogniiion of the value of
physical treining irn the school of the Uhited States is
in nart due to the interest awskened in it by the work of
this socliety. In 1833 the Covernor of Indiane recommended
to the leglislature, the establishment of manual-labor
acadenies to train teachers for the schools of the state,
and in 18386 a resolution was offered in the United states
Senate proposing a grant of public lands to one or more
colleges in each of the new gtates for educaiing the poor
upon the manual-labor system.

The manual-labor idea, however, was short-lived in
this country. The rise of cities, of wealth, end of sgocial
classes was against the idea; and the openiag up of cheap
and riech farms to the westward, with the change of the

East from agriculture to manufacturing, turned the
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agricultural aspect of the movenment aside for a genera-
tion, ‘When it reappesred agein in the Ceatral West it

came in the form of a new demand for colleges to teach

agriculture and mechanical arts.l

Though the idea was omitted among thes majority of
the states, still there was a need gnd demand for it in
gertain conditions, in which activity was advisable along
with theorctical educatioa.

This proved to be the ideal type of education to help
the semi»aivilizedvcreek Indisns attain the refioement
and culture they g0 vadly needed, Itz characteristic of
having the chilérem board at the school relisved them
of their undesirsble home environment, and the zctivity
gf the labor subdued their excess vitaliﬁy‘which often

caused trouble and also aided in the lasck of finances.

1
E. P. Cubberly, Public Hducation in the United
gtates, pp. 279=281, '




CHAPTER IV

GOVERMERT AID 70 INDIAN BDUCATION

The beginning of grants of land from the public do-~
main for the cndowment of the ecommon schools represented
the insuguratlion of the rederal Covernment's Tirst pollcy
with respeet to publlie education. I1ts second such policy
is seen in the varlous provicions whieh it has made for
the education of dependent peopls, including Inéi&ns.l

A8 early as Revolutionary tilses, the continenial con-
gress made appropriation for sueh purpcses as hiring
teachers for certain Indian trives and for the instruction
of Indian youth et Dartmouth Collsge, but the {overnment
can harily be sald to have embarked as early as that upon

W 2
a plan of educatlon of the red race.

#,

In Janusry, 1818, the iouse Committes on Indian afl-

4

zirs reported in favor of the establishment of schools

o

et convenlent and safe places among the tribves friendly
3

18

%

o
¢
G

It was oo Mareh &, 1819, the first general asppropri-
ation for Indian Zducation was made by Congress, the ap=-
propriation being the annual sum of #10,000. By act of
July 9, 1802, Congress authoprpiged the President to appoint

mmissioner of Indien Affairs, who was to perform lts

4]
(o]
(2]

dutiecs under the direetion of the secretary of war.

Report of & Survey of Public iducation in Oklshoma,

Yol. 2, e 151,
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In 1834 the powvers of the Indian oiffice were enlar:-
ed, 1t remasined under the Secretary of War until the
izgtion of the Department of Interior in 1849, and
was then transferred to it.
Thus were the beginnings of the Governmentts system
of Indian educstion whick has continued to the present
time.

Yeuslly, in making Strecties with the various tribes

N

and nations,; the Government made sone provision for the

¥

zducation of their children, or iadieated measurses look-
ing therste, and ths apporopriantlica made by Congress for
the education and c¢ivilivetion of the Indilan has been
augmented from time to time untll the present annual total

is more than five million.

The removal TPreaty of 1832 wss nade between Lewls

fase and the Cresk chiefs at
terms the Crecks gave up practieally all thelr reserva-

yxehenge for lands west of the Viesigsipni. The

of
tote
)
3
[ =4
e
o

United States agreed to spend annuelly, for twenty yvears,

ﬁ.
GA
B
<
b
)
o
£

the sum of 3000 upon the sducation of Creek ehi
to Ffurnish a blacksmith, rifles, and blarkets to the emi-
grant Indlizus., Thls treaty further sclemnly guasranteed
that no state or territory should ever Leve & right to
pass lews for the government for the (reeks in their new
nomes,

On scecount of Creesl enlgration some of thelyr improve-

wente were elther lost or abandoned. 4 treaty made by
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General Armstrong, superintendent ol vestern Tervltory,
with the Creek chisfs at Fort CilLgon, Wovember 25, 1838,
ad justed most of these claims. This treaty siso proviﬁes
Tor the maintenance of & megual labor school for the
Greeks in the Canadian sistrict and one in ths Arkensas

&,

nistriet. "

Fery epde
R SREE7] 3

[
ok
£
e
=
4y
[43]
&
1
or
Ty
6]

sfter the removal of iLhe

ocourred for the mosgt part in 1825-40, the civilized

trivtes continued tiie development of thelr civilization
and schools and churehes were nob infreguently seen anong
the other marks of advancement. Hut with the devastation
of the Civil war, in which the Indlans of the territory
werevlargely allied with the Scuthern Confederacy, Cissster
befell them, and suech educaticnal systems ss they had
were practically swept away.
ATter the close of the war and on the conclusica of
new tresties, however, one oif the Tirst things to which the
tribe turned their attention was the rehabilitation of
thelr schools.
in 1886, some twenty years after the conclusion of the
pest war treatxes, many schoels both boarding and day,

sare maintalnod.

4

Ohland Fortou, Chronicles of Oklshoma, Wo., B, Vol. 8,
June, 1930.

5

Report of a survey of Public Education in Oklahona,
ppe 1l<1d., )

&

Ivid,

: A
e it
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creek
fribtal Poarding Sehool-cavwevmmuncnanb
Public Schools (day)-==——w=- e e e 52
Public Sechools (colored)~—~——-——~—--6
Mission and Privetee~~menmean. e 0

chlusiva of some not reporting-«---6

It will te poted thet these schools were, in general,
of two classesg:; First, those maintained by the tribe them-
selves, and sscond those mainteined by nissionary endeavor.
The tribtal schools were often let out under contract to
persons who agreed to conduet them as stipulated, and on
the other hand, mlission schools sometimes received subsi-
diss from trival funds.

The settlement of the "Plains Indians" in the western
section of the territory, which took place within the years
Tollowing the elose of the Civil Jer, led to the establish-

ment of micsion schools and Government schools for the

"J
Indians at various tribazl sgencies of that section.
Generzlly speaking, the policy sdopited by the rFederal

t:overnment was oOne encouraging the tribal schools of the
Indisns more advanced in c¢ivilization and providing school
facilities with Government appropriastion where the Indians
were uncivilized or where such provisions were otherwise
advisable,

On the crganization of Oklahome Yerritory, in 1890,

gnd the contemporansous extension of Federal authority in

tihe Indizsn Territory, the Governmsntts svsiben of Indian
educstion was continued and remalned practlieslly unchanged

48 to policey until the passage of the Jurtis Aet of June 28,

ration ln gllshoma,

o orag
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18
1868, By the set of Anril 26, 1908, the “soretary of Inter-
ior was authorized 10 assume control and direction of the
schools in the Pive Clvilized Tribes with the lends snd all
school »rovorty pertaining thersto, and to conduet the
systen until such time as 5 »ublic school systen should be
established under a territorial or state governnent, and
proper provision made thereunder Tor the education of the
Indian children cf s=2id tribes. Under the terms of this
act the Jecretary immedlstely asked general supervisory
control of the Indian scheols and this arrangesent continu-

ed until Jarct &2, 1910, when entire charge of the schools

It should be observed that the sdnmission of pklahorma

28 & state did not materially effect the Covernment system
of educstion Tor the Indiens. AV present the Indian chil-
dren mey bte rogerded as falling within two general classes,
namely; those who attend the public schools of the state,
and thoge whoe attend bveoapding schools, conduected for thenm
by the Federsal Government. The former is by far the larger
number, ceing epproximstely 22,000 as compared wlith 3,500

the forme

O
k3

in the boarding schools. Those of class, whether

Coverament wards or act are gencrally admlitted to the public
gehools under the existing laws of the suvate, bul inasmuch
as very many do not say taxes, the Federal authoritles sach

yeay render considerable pecuniary essistance to the public

distriets admitiing these cuaildren.

w

Renort of a Jurve
A0 0hsty . T(“ L) mm N
LVLE S e R "] P 1N Bz Do FANES)

v of Public Fduestion in Oklehons
e : Whmm’
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CHATTER ¥

ANALYSIS OF LETHODS AND EQUIPMENT USED IN ASBURY
HANUAL LABOR SCHODCL, 1848-1890

In regard to the establisbment and loeation of asbury
Manual Labor School, west of the Mississippl River, it is
found that in the year 1844 the Indian Mission Conference
was organized, 4t the first secsion of the Conference
Rev, William B. Goode, who in 1843 had been avpointed by
the Methodist Church to enter into contraets with the dif-
ferent trives of Indians living in Indian Territory, took
the initisl step with reference to the establishing of
Asbury Manual Labor School in the west, This school was
built in the Creek territory near what was then 014 North
Fork Town on the south side of the North Fork of the
Canedian River. The teaching was done at first in one or
more of the little log huts adjacent to the location of
the asbury Sehool.

The location was sbout three miles from the Jjunction
of the north and south forks of the Canadlan niver. It
was a fine location surrounded by the best of lands. It
proved a healthful location and well repaid those who
tilled it., The Creeks had settled here in compact bodies
as much for protection sgainst wild Indians ss for conven-
ience in receiving thelr rations from the Government. ‘‘hen
they originally settled near the junction of the Canadian

the community was called Tukabachse Town.

b
Grant Foremwan, idvaneing the ¥Frontier, p. 217.




Tt wae in this loestion that the first building was
made during the yearsv1848 and 1849, It was completed in
1843, and was three stories high. There were twenty-one
rooms. The structure accommcdated one hundred children,
the superintendent, and teachers. <The material of whieh
it wes made was shipped to lMemphis, Tennessee, by foot;
thience to Webber Fells, Indisn Territory, by the arkanses
River, then hauled by team to the site for the building.
In February, 1848, a contract was made with “ebster and
Reed of Ft. Smith for the stone and brick work. In April
a contract was entered into with J. ®. Denny of Louisville,
Kentucky, to furnish material and do the carpenter work.
The foundation was completed and the cornerstone was laid,
July 19, 1848. The occasion was one of mueh interest to
the Indians, many of whom attended with several of the
orincipal chiefs. Wotwithstending the day was very hot,
the addresses and all elicited the closest attention from
them. IWhen they were told by a native spesker that this
was what they had been trying to get for seversl yesars they
responded most heartily,,,2

Yore than s year was required to construcet the main
building which was 110 feet long by 34 feet wide and in-
cluded & basement of stone and three stories of brick. A

ten-Tfoot porech extended across the front of the building.

2
James Logan, Report of Coummissioner of Indian sffairs,
1849, pp. $19-520.
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Un Octover 8, 1649, Reverend Ruble, the Tirst superin-
tendent of Asbury Manual lLabor School writes:

The large bullding on Worth Fork is nearly
completed, and will be ready to cccupy ian the
course of a Tew weeks., The school will bve
opened as spon as the outfii can be gobt on Lfrom
Louisville.

In 18580 a unew frame bullding was added to the main
vuilding, thirty-five feet long by twenty Teet wide, two
stories high with five rooms to be used as a kitechen and
for other purvoses. There were two shops connected with
the school, & wood shop and a metal shopn. In 1848 the
buildings were in much need of repalir for the ecomfort and
~convenience of the school. The main bullding was burned
in 18851, but was reconstructed the following year, During
the war all the outbuildings, sueh as stables, crivs, ete.
were burned. The main building needed much repalring due
to the abuse it had received. The estimated cost of this
was $6,000.00, one thousand of which was on hand, received
‘from the treaty.

The cost of the first main buillding, including ma-
terial, tremnsoortation and carpenters, wae nine thousand
one hundred and sixty-nine dollars. The United States

Government, on the part of the Creek Wation, furnished

five thousand, leaving the misgsionary board of the liethodist

d
Thomas B. Ruble, Report of Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, 1849, pp. 118471185, ~ ‘




Episcopal Chureh South %o

pay the rermainder. The

improvenments cost three hundred dollars Two thousand

dollars was paid yearly by the Mission Roard on the unkeep
- * 4

of the school,

T 1870 there came into force an agreement hetween
the Mugkogee Wation and the United 3tates Government by
whieh the Government pald to Asbury lanusl Labor Schoeol
the sun of seventy dollars yearly for each student as
long es the total sum did not exceed five thousand, six
pundred dollars in one year. It was naid guarterly.

huring the period, 1380-1820, we find the following
Taets about the cost of jAsbury Panual Labor 3chool:

For ssbury Manual Labor School the Methodiste

furnish the teachers and the nation pays about
280, per nupll Tor board and room, books ete.
This plan is the best of any yet introduced. The
schools now under the care of religlous ﬁenoml—
nation are by far the best within the agency
AvVerage

Enroll- Daily

ment Asttendanes Time Cost Authority

: : . :%en, of (Comm,

s : : : of Indisn

: : . : AfTalirs

H : +  $B600. ¢r. :

80 : 40 + 10 Vo, 120C. Meth; 1884 p. 274
820 : : H 2600, : 1888 o, 183
80 : : : 151 s 1887 n., 1482
80 : : : S600 1888 p. 121
g1 : 64 H : 859, s 1507 p. $€

4
Ibid, Oetober
e

8, 1849, pp. 1124-25.

port of John 2. Tufts, 1882, p. a7.
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The followling are gome expsnditures made on Asbury
¥enual Labor School, 18%0-1395,
For Bufauls Hizh Zchool, 23000.00 in 18835,
wo elsteras, Tufauls High School, $400.0C in 1832,
Furniture, Bufaule High Sechool, 3&B00.00 in 1892,
out bulldings, ¥ufauls High Sehool, £1320,.24 in 18%92.
Fencing lot, Zufaule High School, 31.50 in 18%2.
As there was no gppropriation made at your last
session for the support of Iufeule High School,
the chief lssued warrsuts for the relief of the
school, amounting to (6500.,00. e would recom-
pend that your Hon 2odie appropriate the sum of

$680C.00 for ths payaent of same beling the
amount the chiefs drew ,agrants for. Committes

adjourned to meet 3 P. ¥
Joe tinyo, Presiding.

The original farm waz composed of seventy cor eighty
aeres, o part ol which was started in culbtivation in 1848,
#ith the one thousand dollars appropriated at this time
for the benefit of the farms znd shops, two wagons, two
yoke of oxen, nine head of stock cattle, one set of
blacksmith's tools, one chest of carpsaterts tools, two
boxes of axes, one set harness were purchased, Three
white men and four natives viere ewployed to work on the
farm, They, with the boy students, tended asboub sixty

acres in corn and had s good yiesld. %The far was well

supplied with tesmis and tools at this tinme.

6

suditeors Abstract of District Court uxpenses, Creek
gouncil House, 1892, pyp. 67-63.

Vi

Thomas ', Ruble, Deens innals of Southern Methodisn,
1888, pp. 136-137.




In but due to a
droubthk, thelr erop fell short of wha wne the preceding

year. In 18568 they cultivsted aboult seventy-five acres
of corn, oatg, nillet, potatoes, turnips, ste. They
also nade some exveriments with the Chinese sugar cane
and found that it crew well there. In 1859 there was an
abundant erop of corn. The products of the farm were
sufficient o supply the table with vegetables and many
other foods.

The school wag rebuilt in 1831 and 1852, In 1854
the achool progressed in splte of various difficulties,
including the drouth. It was also difficult to obtain
suppliss for the school in 1855. Due to extreumely hot
weather the school ¢losed a few weeks earlier bthan had
been plenned. iany obstaeles came in the way of the
school., In 1851, in the conmencement of ths first guarter
the measles reached its height. 4t least halfl of the stu~
dents could not sttend %o their eppropriate duties.

This same year one of the national schools opened near
Asbury Fanusl Lebor Sehool and took away Tifteen of its
nost sromiging students. This some year a wind storm cane,
which shook the house to the foundation, causing the wall
to erack from top to bobttom in several places. This alarn-

ed the inmnates of the school., The teachers quit and the

John Y, Jarmer, Report of Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, 1851, pp. 315=897.
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parents took thelr oi:ildren awey. The schocol bhroke up on
E 5
May 83, The erop wag sbsndonsd sincee there werse no hands

to carry on the work,

Indication was that the house would fell. vater fell
through the roof, and it was hecessary to set buckets in
the roons 19 save the plasgtering below., The school burned
the latter part of that year,

In 185% the school closed on June 24, & few davs
earlier then usual, on account of whooping cough among the
children., Another serious obstacle irp aAsbury Wanual Labor
School wasg the fact that the students spoke very litils
English, and that very imperfectly. Bocks and studiss

were new things to the Creeks, things which it was hard

¥

for many of them rightly to familisrize themselves with.
It could be asccomplished only vy & grest deal of labor and
ﬂatiunee on the part ol the teaeh er.g

Imder the ordinery circumstances there were eighty
students each year at the school., Hall of these were girls
and helf boys, In 1854 there were 112 admitted, thirty-
two over the reguired number., This number, bowever, wasg
mostly new scholers. Ueny of them didé not remain long.
Sone ran avay and others golng horme on & visit did nob
return again., This was often the case, especially with

new scholars of the raw material. The average pusber this

g9

Ruble, Up. Cit., 1809, p. 182.
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year in actual attendence was, for the first &nd second

suarters, between 70 and Qé; in the third guarter, from

%0 to 80. The session closed with 70, showing en average
10 ‘

for the year srouand 80, _

At Tirst maeuny lerze boys and girls were ads itteﬁ but
they eoon found therm culte unmanageable apd with bub little
disposition to study; so they endeavored to slia cut of
this blunder azs saslly as possible by retainiag oﬁly those
of the elasgs of whom they could approve., Some of those
 whm Gldé excewtionally well that year wsre: Pricille
Harrison, Fenocy Berryhill, ¥ila Boson, Polly lonack,
Lyuiss English, ang Llizabeth Johmson, all of whom were
zirls., Some of the boys who progressed most were: Charles
west, Janes Yargee, Richard Fisher, K1l Danly, end ¢saddo

viadswortin. Some others they could not allude to go favor-
soly since they 4id not sustain themselves well in the

.
v’

schosl, e, 80 far as the matter of education was cone
cerned, they were benefitted, That year there were quite
a nuwuber of small boys and girls that proumiged well, and
that were both industricus and studious. But even thoss
were often thrown back from an educationsl standpoint, by
too fregueat and too long vislis home anong thelr old
a8sociates, This wss a drawback on the school not easily

11
avoided. 4t gradually improved, however,

Thomas 7. Hoble, Repord bT Commlasioner of Indisan
hxfdifs, 1855, wvp. 1u6-13$

Thouwas B

finble, Deems Ainnals of Southern Methodism,
1855, po. L44=1 ) .




Irroagularlty of sttendance and the laok of teing able

rx3

to retaln the children put ianto school the length of time
necesgary really to henefit them, were two géeaﬁ SITPi~
cultiss in produeing s geod praduste. To sunpose an In-
dian Loy or glirl sntering school., scaresly understonding
a word in Ymnglish, all other things being ecusl, ecapable

of receiving an education in the same time with the one
7o both vnderstands and speaks the English language al-
ready tolsrably well, iz unreasonable and a thing not %o
be sxpeeted. For is it to be supnosed that the mind of a
neople Just emerging from amidst the rubbish of ages is
&z susceptible to that rapld improvement and continued
epplication to study as that of those surrounded by other
very different clireumstanees. In = few cases that could
be selected this mipght not be so apperent, but even these,
only in so far as they approach our standsrd and have had
like advanitoges, while the principle in its genersl appli-
cation will be found true
In 1857 there vwere elighty students, renging mostly

from the ages of elgﬂt to sixteen yvears. The school pro-
vided for their boerd, clothing and tuition., From the be-
ginning up to this time, there had been approximately 250
¢hildren admitted inte Asbury Wanuel Labor School; some

. 1
remained only a2 short time, obthers »meh longer.

D

b
g

Tbid, 1857, p. 157.
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In 1858 the number of boys exceeded that of the girls.
There were about fifty boys and thirty girls this year.
The advancement of the larger boys and glrls was much
better this year than in the past. DJuring this year there
rere two boys connected with the wood shon, one of whom,
the sunerintendent predicted, would make & good workman

13
17 ke worked long enougn.

}J@

At this time Deverend Ruble, bhe superinteadent, writes

€
fos

.
in regard to the dutles of the stulents:

During the fall and winter the boys help to
gather in the G;Gp, cl.op wood, maks ilres, etoc;
in the spriag bhey asslst In ropairiag the fences,
cleaning up the grounds for cultivetion, and do
most of the hoelang in the flelds sné gardens., He-
sides this, they grind mnearly all the mesl we use
on steel mills; for thig we pay them as an in-
ducement ten cents per bushel. It may be ovroper
here to remark that wiile a moodly oumber iz all
these varied exercises vnrove themselves both re-
liable and industrious, there were others not &
few at thot--too much like the Indisns white man,
vyery unceriain.s

The givles ngsist in the care snd cleaning up

Cotheir own roous, alsc sew and work in the diue-
1n“ TOOH. 108 mlrls, a8 4 general thing sre more
industrious than the boys bub, in moral points of
view, nob more reliable. *ueh, we humbly cou-
ceive, veb remeins to be done by ihe means and
friends of educatior in this nation before the
Christian religion, with all its solemn sancetions,
will be regarvded other than asg a comnon thinge-

o were matter of convenience--io be repudiated
as men do their wavuw, oy their wives them--not
regardine the thing rore than they do that vhieh
comstltufﬁ en eggential part of the morality it
snjoins.

c‘{,

1

[

rad

Thomas H. iluble, Renort of Commissioner of ITadian
Affalirs, 1838, pp. 147-144.

Ibid, Db. 147-148.
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In 1870, in the constitution and laws of the Muskogee
Hation, section 6 reads as follows:

No person shall be admitted as puplls to
the Asbury Manual Labor School until he has
attained the age of thirteen vears; until he has
attained some knowledge of the five rudimentary
Tales of arithmetic and has learned to read in
the Fnglish laneguage easy words of three svllables.

That in behsalf of the said boerd the parby
of the first part agrees to take charge of the
school buildings, farm and other property con-
nected therewlth, known ss the Asbury lanusl
Labor School, located near the North Fork Town,
in said natiom, to furnish & ccmpetent superin-
teadent and sultelle tescher for the same, and
to receive clothes, feed, take care of and
educate at gaid sechool 80 seholars male and
fensle,

{(H. B.~=~This contract was afterwards smended
so as to make all tke puplle male) of suiivable
age, ts bhe sclected hy the parties of the zecond
part, and to remain in said echool &t least four
regular sessions of ten monthe each, unless sent
home Ffor dlsebllity or misconducet, or withdrawn
by the corder of the trustess: said scholars to
ve furnisned redicel attondance when reguired,
also with the necesssary bocks and stationery,
thie boys te he instructed in agriculbture and
wmechanicel erts, of an English education as are
ususlly taught in the high schools in the Jtates,
with the understonding that the pupils shall in
all respects be well cared for end kept under
proper disecipline, 4And the parities of the second
pert for and on behalf of the Yuskogee Nation,
stipulate that, for suchk serviece, shall be made
at the rets of seventy dollars payment & year for
each pupil so eduested, making apgrezate amount
not exceedling five thousand six hundred dollars
in esny one year, to be pald quarterly to the
board of Hissions (Porelzn) aforesaid, in the
City of washlngton, of the first session of said
schocl in eachk vesr, which first pronosed to be
erected at said school shall e ready Toir use
and occupation, and thence forward to commence
on the first oflgapt@mber and to end the 30%th of
June saeh year.™ "

i

[ @i

Wright Howes leKillop, Constitution and Iaws of
uskoges ilation, p. 87, :
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Ty 1897 we find the following report im regard to
the students:

Asbuary Mission, €. H.~~{Yesterday evening,
Friday, was the regular evening for the rhetorical
exercises of our sehool). The young nen acguitted
themselves with crediv, as well, or even better

than the students of the schools in the state.
Hot one feiled to perform big duty vhen his naue
waes called, not one hegltated or pleaded the
exeuse, “I am not quite ready.” 7The second class
conslisting of Maesters alex Yelntosh, Dee Adkius,
Watson Deer, 2. Canard, baniel Snith, Thonmas
Tiger, Isasc ;dans, Adsm Deer and ilbert Casey,
favored us with declamstions. The first class
consisting of Wasters Chilly Yergee, louls Killer,
G. Freemsn, Danlel “atson, Louls Alexander,
Josephh Rerryhill, Louis Smith, Yetthew (usey,
and Louls Druner gave us seleet readings., The
smaller btoys sang & kindergarten exereisge, and
the whole school jJoined in two or three gless.
The whole eoncluded with our regular evening
devotioy,of reading the seripturss, singing and
preyer.

The object of their Frideyv evening exsreiges was to gulti-
rate 3 pure literery taste, to more fully zrouse the stu-
dent for the aetive duties of life.

‘The sugcess ol Asbury Lanusl Isebor 5chool in making

zood citizens is well evideneed by the later citizenship

e
&
L]
£

%

of many of its students. sAmong the Tirst of taese was
William gentry who attended about 1835. fHse bvecame a promi~
nent revchman in what is Meluntosh and [uskogee Counties,

He was both prosgperous and adnired dy slill wiho came in con=-
taet with him. He had a caresry ¢f xors than forty years

of usefulness and honorable deeds which furthered tae

Lhighest interests of the Creek MWatlon, and Mucskogee County.

16
Re (. MeGee, Indisn Journal, 1877, p. 1.
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The following is a list of other students who attended

Asbury Manual Labor School:
TIME PRESENT
STUDENT BIRTH ATTENDED AUTHORITY ADDRESS
Tist, state
Gentry, Willlam Mar. 11, 1850-850 of Okla.Vol Deceased

1842 II Luther B
Lewis
Not Ibid
gentry, Scott Known 1868-70 P, 040 Deceased
~1bid
centry, Robert J 1856 1865-70 p. 260 Deceased
¥rs. Chas Stone
garr, sSallie 1859 1866-70 Council Fill Deceased
Daughter in
Harjo, FHenry M. 1859 1867-70 Creek Council Neceased
Rldg. Okmulgee
Ewing, Peter 1868 1874-77 Moore,F.M. Decaased
11st. of the
Phillips, John 1870 1885 State of
Harjo Okla. Deceased
Ibid
garr, W, M. _%8?6 1888-95 p. 137 Neceased
ot
Canard, Feliz P Enown 1895 Ibid negeasgsed
¥rs. Chas,
Alex, Preeland 1773 1881 Stone Seminole
Council Hill
Personal
Thompson, Jack 1865 1876 Interview Checotah, Ok.
Personal
Ahrens, ¥rs. J.W 1863 1875 Interview Yagoner, Ok.
Personal
Ccarr, Rev, Williel860 1872 Interview Oktaha, Ok.
Personal
Moore, Mre. C.G. Interview Eufeula, Ok.
Personal
Island, Iizzie Interview gtidbam, oOk.
Haynes, Samuel J 1861 1872 Qkmulgee
rPersonal
Asudd, R. Y. 1861 1870 Interview MVuskogee
Wr. Charlie
Brey, E. W. stone Sexinole
W.orayson
Grayson, W. G. Fufaula, Ok.
1l Kar{ Eufaul
Stidham, Elle Morle aula
r Jack

Checote, Semuel Thompson Oknmulgee




- Ke sorved oight vesrs In the Hous @f‘ﬁarrii}?J;~"uﬁé
-Oreek Nation, and had perscnally provided educational
facilities for the rising generation of his aelghborhood.
He held one-third interest in the Centry BHotel at (heco=
tah and sn egual parinership in the ¥nisely Drug Compeny
for whom he bullt a Tine bwo-story brick building. He

becene vic@-yreaiﬁ ent of the First Mational Bank of
i7

Cheecotah,
Bobert J§. CGoentry, & brother of Willlauw, also abttend-~
ed Asbury Manual Labor School and was a worthy represen-

3

tative of southwestern clitizenshin. IHe prospersd as a

!‘m

farmer and a stock ralser; had atialned standing ae an
able pbusiness man; and in the public affalrs of hic honme

¢ity and nation stood egpeeially well as & foremost re-
presentative of lew end hils actions were in the couse of
emanent prograss and prosperity. He served on the

Indizn police force and filled severasl county offices.’

Other brothers and sisters of the Tamily vwho abbtended
Asbury hanua" Tabor School and made good citlzens were:
Mary Gentry who became Lrs, Bowen of Ckmulgese, Scott
Centry who lived in Muskogee, Leze Centry,and Rschel gentry
who perried Charvles M. Luff of Canadian.

Another man, who ettended Asbury Manual Labor Sechool

when a boy was JTeck Thompson.  ‘hen a young man he entered

17 : ' '
Luther B, Hill, History of the State of (klahoma,
Vol. 2, p. 288. " T —

18 R RN
* B ° € ¢ 3 5o wo® ©%
1 o @00 G, °
> 'Y . ° > s <9 oe to o
e — S oo s ° . % ©o
F—
g ,." <%0 970 7 ° °
oe choo o 25 ° °
' 5 ¢« 20 o o 3
0% o 2
o e © . 0v,y% cos0.i0 9
o o ©
2 oz0 4079 °
' : ?
o P °
A e 0@
° o0 © > ee 2 °
° “eal oce s s
© - L



34

the hardware business st Thecotalh snd bhecame a successful
buginsss nan for many years. XHe 1s a Christian gentleman
and admired by all who knmow hin.

Another oubtstanding character that attended assbury
Hapuwl Lebor School was Ceorge Scott. Pe becazrme one of
the nost successaful aud »rominent Ffarmers of Lelntosh
County, belng widely knovm and highly respeeted. ¥He had
Tour hundred snd eighty ecres, with three hundred and
Lifty ceres under o high state of cultivation.

Others who attended thls schonl and hnve shown by
their lives that they were well t_aineﬁ; vare: Sam Haynes,
& member of the Indlan pollce forece for years, and a member
of the House Qf Warriors of the Oresk Wation., Fe now
liver ot Okmulpes, Samuel Checote who was in the oil busi-
ness Tor a while, leter became & Methodlzt minister,

Moresey Harjo, snother student, hecame & [aptist minister,
¥re, Abrens, now living in Yagoner, was a teacher before
marrliage. @hilll Yargee, another ztudent, attended about
1875, Willie Carr, became 2 TDapitlst minister snd is now
living near Dkitahs, Ella Stidhanm, now ¥rs, W. A. Tolleson,
whese husband Dr. Tolleson of Zufeulas is well known throughe
out castern Oklehoms and gree tlv samired by the medical
profession of that regign,‘was also & student in ti:ls school.

Lizzie Islsnd wes & resd urant senscer in ¥ufsula, Peter

9 -
7iill, Op. Cit. p. 147.
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HMr. Berpryhill, also of fAsbury Manusl Lebor School, is in
business at Okwulgse.

Semuel J. Logan atitended Asbury Fanual Labor School
during 1875-77. In 1881-82 he taught school near his
home, From 1883-85 he worked in a store at Fisherton.

He returned to school as & teachsr, and later was 2 neuber
of the House of Kings of the Cresk Hation.

Some men who taught at Asbury Manual Labor School,
and wore examplés of the influence of the school, were:
Capt. G. W, Grayson who had an outstanding military carser
and established the (Grayson Erothers Store at Bufaula;

E. %, Bradie, a Kethodist minister until 1883; John Homan
who taught agriculture and introduced wheat to eastern
Oklahpma; and Young Hwing, a MNethodist minister.

| Daniel XN. lcintosh received much of his educaetion in
hébury Menual Labor School. Upon attaining his mejority
he engaged in farming and stoek raleslng and was counted
oneg of the successful men of his eounty. ¥He also gerved
some time as an Indian pelicemaﬁ.go |

In 1849 the chilﬁrén were prineipally exereised in
spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic, end vocal music.
The greater part of them were bosrded in the migsion fanily,
and when not in school, reguired to perform manual labor
of sonme kind.

20
{ill » _Q_Eo Cit .y p. 34:6 5
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In 1854 the several branches of study pursued were
spelling, reading, writing, mentsl and writbten arithme-
tiec, English grammaer, physiology, natursl philosophy, =zwd
one small elass in algebra, Some portion of the Serip-

13

tures wae daily resd in zchool, and & 3abbath B3ible-elass
?

with other Sabbath gehool &uti@sagl

In 1855 the curriculum was as follows: 1n alphabet,
one class; in primer, two classes; in readers, nine
clagsses; in spellers snd definer, three classesg; in geog-
raphy, two classes; in English greommar, two classes.

0f the echildren embraced in the above nameﬁ classes,
there were only nine that ecouldn't read. hirty-eight
studled asrithmstiec, eleven studied geogranhy, and the
serme pumber English zrammar. Some thirty were learning
to write, of those z few wrobs and cowposed tolersbly
Well.gz

In 1858 the branches taught were spelling, resding,
writing, mental and Written arithretic, English greammaz,
geography, and drawing., Considersble time was devoted to
voecal and instrumental mmsic., The instru&ental #as on the

tielodeon., Some of the boys had a good abkility in giving

21 ,
Thomes B. Ruble, Report of Commissioner of Indian
affairs, 1855, »p. 144-45.
33 '
- Thomas B, Ruble, Annals of gouthern Methodism, 1855,
7. 136-157.
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declamations on the stage. Composition was not neglescted.
It deman ds much attention in a school of Indian youth in
whiech, with the larger portion, it 1ls so difficult either
to speak or write the Inglish langusge with any degree of
ageuracy.

In 1859 an exewmination was given at the cloge of the
seesion, vhich embraced studlies in spelling, reading, |
mental and higher written arithmetie, JQuakenbors Tlrst
lesson iz English composition, Fnglish grammar, and decla-
mation. 4t the cloge, sultable prizes were awarded to
those who had eecultted themselves best. A number of
religious books were dlstributed spong the sbudents for
thelr encouragement.

Between 18565 znd 1860 some of the bestbooks used were:
Pilerpont's National Reader, Tower's Third Reader, Cluster's
3econd Reader, Tower's Primer, lcCGulfie's First, second,
Third, and Pourth Resders, snlth's Common Jchool Geography,

end Technor's Solumbian Caleulstor.

g

Yebruary 16, 1877 was gpent in the sxamination of the
different elasses 1ln reading, spelling, English gremmar,
geogrephy, arithmetic, algebrs, etc.z4 Superintgndent
lartin exsmined the advanced classes and was well pleased,

The students at this time were divided into four eclasses,

23
Thomas H. Ruble, Report of Commissioner of Indian
Lffairs, 1858, p. 182. ——
24

R. C. ¥ecGee, Indlan Journsl, 1877, ». 1.




two of whieh were required to give litevary events every

e
i

»

-

vening., fatrons and friends of the school were

Friday

bt
fv]

2

invited to attend all exaninations, and more egpecially

the closing examinations, at which time a big feast was

s

{

provided by all sttending. The vatrons coften asked
cuestions of the students and tested thelir progressg in
Y

school., The object of this was to ensble the pabron to

become better acqouainted with, and show more interest in
25

the sciool.

tue to the school being sponscred by the ifethodist

o
]

Chureh the super: ntendents and teachers were selected and
hired by the listhodist Conference, This brought about a
strong moral foree belng excrted on the school.

The following is a brief history of the first super-
intendent of Asbury Henual Labor School.
v Thonas Z. Ruble was admniited into 2ittsburg Confersnce
in 1838. 1In 1836 he was transferred to the Missouri Con-
ference snd was appointed to the Lexington circuit. He
then filled, by appointment to the succession, Plattie

iission, Platte Clreuit, Ketetsville, Richmond, Pobtawe-

s

tomie, Chippewea and ¥ea Charges, in the Migsouri Conference. .

[as)

In the formation of the Indiap lission Coufcerence in 1844,

the Reverend Ruble waos appointed to the new conference snd

oy

Ry

¥k

m

in attendance in its first session. The following is a

&

list of Reverend Ruble's appointments in the Indian wWission

gonference.
35

Tbid, 1877, p. 1.



The Tollowing

Fanual Isbor Schooel, 1847-1870, copled Tfrom the Minultes
of the Annual Confereuce, 1. E. Church South.
Wane of fuwrerintendent Year Weme of School Town

£
N

Thomss K.
Thomas B,

John 3,

~

Thoras H.
Thomas B.
Thonas H.

Thonmas O.
Thones B.
Thomas H.
Thomae D
Thomas R,
Thowas B,
Thomas
”‘.ﬂ \:)Tv] 3] ﬁ

Thomas

Thomas Bertholfe

- Thomes

Thomas B,

Ruble

Ruble

Ruble

Tarney

Ruble
Ruble
Ruble
Ruble
Ruble
Ruble
Ruble
Ruble

Buble

mertholfe
zertholfe

marthalfe

Rertholfe

Rubhle

To be supnlied

1847

1848
184%
1850
1851

HvdeY ¥oanual
Labor Sehool
Asbury Manual
Labor gchiool
Asbury onual
Labor School
sabury Manual
Labor School
Lsbury Hanual
Labor School
asbury Hanual
Labor 3School
Asbury Manual
Labor school

S8bury Nanual

Labor School
ASbury kaonual
Labor gchool
;abury wanual
Labor school

¥o report
Asbury lizmagal
Labor School
Asbury Fonual
Labor School
Ashury Vanual
labor gchool
Asbury Venual
Labor School
o minutes

Worti
North
Horth
Horth
Worth

Horth

Horth ¥

North
HNorth
Forth
North

Horth

Fork
Pork
Fork
Fork
Fork
Fork
Fork
Fork
Fork
ork
Fork
Fork
Fork
Fork
Fork

reported during C;v1l Har

Asbury Manual
Labor gehool

Horth

Fork

Death of Thomas PFertholfe

Asbury llanual
Labor Sehool
Asbury Manual
Labor school

North
Worth

Fork
Pork



Below is a school warrant list for the Asbury anual
Labor sSehool tazken from the Auditorts pbstraet of nistriet

Courts expenses, (reeck Council Fouse, (Okmulgee, Oklehoma.

6278 J. Raiford Teb, 18/79 & 50,00
5953 Wannie Yargee Aug. 15/8% 100.00
6154 Abbie Gentry Nov. 27/78 98.00
6101 . H. Hartin Hov. 15/67 140,00
6245 J. Raiford Jan., 13/79 90.00
6223 Ae WeCombe pee, 20/78 96,35
6148 Ellen J., Perryman Hov, 27/78 100.00
6342 e ¥, Martin April 17/79 140.00
6425 J. raiford July 2/79 40.00
6312 Zllen Perryman Lar. 5/79 80.90
6354 garah Lerblanche april 19/79 100.00
8355 Abbie Gentry foril 19 100.00

6354  Ellen Perryman April 26-79 100,00
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In 1844 he was appointed to Pottawatomie,
Chippewas, Peorias and Wea Missions; 1845, Tshleguah
with Johnson Fields; 1846 to 1850 there is no record of
appointments; 1851 to 1858, superintendent of isbury
Hanual Labor School. In 1859 the record sayé that he
wee transferred to Hast Texas Conference.

It is well known that he spent more time st ¥t., gmith
in 1866, and he did pot leave there until 1868. He was
nrominally in charge of the work at that time. He was then
in poor health. JIn 1869 he was at Tahlecuah and Park

#ill; 1370, at Flint; 1861, stationed at Pt. CGlbson and

2

&

1872 he vas granted a superannueted relation, which he
retained until his death whieh oceurred at the home of
#hite WeClellen, wWashington County, irkansas, lasy 8, 1876.
neverend Ruble was e pollshed gentleman, a man of extreme
reading, and an able expounder of Cod's word. His life
weg blameless and without reproach. 4s a eireuit rider,
presiding elder and superintendent of the Asbury Manual
Labor school, he did good work and achieved success. oo
Thomas Bertholfe wes the next superintendent of
Asbury ¥Wanual Lebor School. He was one of the members
who organized the Indien Misslon Conference in Oectober,
1844, and was aprointed to the ({reek Gircuii, which atb

this tine embraced the whole territory of the {reek Hation.

26

F. M. Moore, A Brief History of lissionary “ork
in the Indilsn Territory of the Indian }ission conference.
PD. 104-56.
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The next year he was granted = supernumerary relation.
There is no record of his appointments for the next four

-

years, nor does hisz nase appsar in the list of eppoint-

£

nents now in the record of Confersnce proceedinge from
1850 to 1856, In 1857 to 1868 nhe was superintendent of
Asbury Menuel Lebor School, Three vesrs, l3684~5-8 he was
rresiding elder of the Cresk digbtrict. 4t the session

of 1884, there being no blshop, be wee slected vregident
of the Conference. In 188Y us died and
wore burled at the Asbury ienusl Labhor sehool duryi:
ground. Reverend Reriholfe was a larse man and & promi=
nent flgure in the Conference, He appeared to be robust
snd vigorous then. He married a native of the Cherokee

EYR ]

Xation. BSeveral of his descendents novw reside in the

Cherokee and freesk Watians.??
The tTourth superintendent of this period, 1870 to
18990, was John Harrell wiho was born in Percuemous County,

Jorth Cerolina, October 21, 1806, In 1825, when only

-
i
e
et
©
©
b4

seventeen years old, e was licensed tHo preach

S?_a

indiecabion that the sturdy and reilable guelities of chare-
acber for whaich he was afterwerd noted, had already in-
pressed bhemselves upon those who knew him, In 13837 he
was received om trisl ln the Tennessoe Conference and ap-
pointed to Fort vayns, In 1329 he was appointed to the

Oypress circult. In 1889 he was reecelived in full connection

e
Thid, n. 84.



The following 1s a list of superintendents of Asbury

Manual Labor School from 1870-1887, copied from the min-

utes of the Annual Conference, M. L.

Neme of Super-

Church South.

intendent year Name of School cConference Town
Asbury Manual

John Hume 1870 Labor School Creek North Fork
Asbury Manual

pavid T. Holmes 1871 Labor School Cresk North Fork
Asbury Manual

David T. Folmes 1872 Labor School Creek Tufaula
Asbury Manual

Young Ewing 1873 Labor School Creek Fufaula
Asbury Manual

Young Ewing 1874 Labor Sechool greek rufauls
Asbury Manual

Young Ewing 1875 lebor School YMuskogee  TEufaula
Asbury Manual

John Harrell 1876 Labor School fuskogee Fufaula
Asbury Manual

T¢ be supplied 1877 Labor Sechool VMuskogee  Eufeula
Asbury Manual

W. N. Martin 1878-79Labor School Nuskogee  IEufaula
Asbury lanual

J. F. Thompson 1880 1Labor School Muskogee Eufaula
Asbury Manual

J. F. Thompson 1881 Lsabor School Muskogee Wuskogee
Asbury Manual

B. J. Greathousel882 Labor School Nuskogee Muskogee
Asbury Manual Eufaula

Young Ewing 1883 Labor 3chool luskogee station
Asbury Manual Eufaula

M. A. Clark 1884 Labor School Muskogee Station
Asbury Manual Eufaula

C. C. Spenee 1885 Labor schoeol Muskogee Station
Asbury Manual Eufaula

C. C. Spence 1886 Labor School Muskogee Station
Asbury Manual Eufaula

Name Not given 1887 Lebor school Nuskogee station

From 1888 the schoel is not mentioned in minutes of the

Annual Conference.
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in the Conference and ordained dzacon and appointed to the

sandy Circuit. Fe then served =zt RBroch Circult in 1330.

=

In 1831 he wes transferred to the Nissouri Confersnce,

vhich ineluded Indian Territory. In 1832 he married ¥iss

<

Blizabeth williams of Waghington County, with whom he
lived for aboub 45 years, HNine children were born, only
two of which survived their parents. Iz 1836 the irkansas
Conlference was formed and Harrell becaue g member of 1it.
in 1547 he was the presidiag elder of Fayetteville District.
In 1859 he was traasierred to the Indian District. He
8%ill 1ived nesr 7anluren., For four suceessive years he
was superizbendent of Fort Colfee and New Hope Schools.,
One year, l504-~55, he was pr@sidimg slder of the Choctaw
District., For seven years, l855-62, he was presiding
~eclder of the Cherokes District.,  ¥From 1886 to 1869 he was
superintendent of the Indian iigsion in this Conference.
In 186%$-70 he wus again presiding elder of choctaw nis-
Ltricts, In 1876-7Y he was superintendont of Asbury Manual
Labor School., This appolintment was special. The school
Led been destroyed by Tire and Reverond Harrell was seat
there to try o seeure the rebullding of the sechool., He
succeeded without aifficulty, so great was his influence
with all parvies, including the (reek authorities, that a
gool building was soon erected and the school opened again.
e next year, 1871-72, he wasg presiding elder of the (reek
- Distriet. Prom 1871 to 1876 he was nresiding elder of the
Chherokee Distvrlet and placed ln eharge of Asbury Manual

Labor Senool, then prescuing, Reverend Harrel lupressed
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you as a wan having a meSnge of grave laportance to de-~
liver, and that it was his busipness to dsliver 1t the best
way he eould. In his psrsoneble deportment Reverend
Harrell was modest, uaobtrusive, kind, and affable., He

was a guperior man physicslly, mentally, and spirituélly.
His death occurred at Vinita, Indian Territory, December 8,
1876, His body wee taoken Lo the ssbury Menual Labor sSchool

giid buried in the cewetery conunected with thet institution,

by the side of the wife he hacd loved so long. krz. Paerrell
had moved to asbury in feeble nealih that yesr and died
' 28

via Novenber 20, 187¢., ilheir separstlon woas briefl,

Yhe nawe of Mr. Ewing lz inseparably interwoven with
the educatiocnzl Gevelopment of this portion of the country.
r. BEwing was recognized as & leader of nublie thought in
tutaula, wiherse he occupied the position of superintendent
o the wufaula High School. Tie Tather wag born in Ale~
bams and cawe Lo thls portion of the territory in the
early days, his moticr belang & (rosk.

Mr. Ewing eccuired his eduvcetion in thne old assbury
¥ission., e continued his studies there from 1874 until

18v7, when he entered the Loulsville Theologlecal ZSeminary,

]

in Louisville, Eeantucky, where he remaluned as a student

3

until 1381. He thsn entered the willianm Jewell College,
at Liverty, Hissouir, but left that institutlon when in

the sophomore class in 1882. The followlng year he retired

z8 o ,
Ivid, pp. 159-63.



46
t0 hig home in the Indian Territory and ongaged in Tarming
until 18886, when he engaged in teaching in the public

school. He was apysﬂntaa by chisf L. C. Perrynan as a

oner to take the names of all white people and
thelr residences. e recelved a commiseion to take charge
of & gehool at Cowets, where he remained for six months.
He was then zppointed supcerintendent of the CQreek (rphan
3cuool, ¢t Okmulgee, in which there were about eighty
eilldyen, gnd for a year he cortianued to superintend that
ingtitution, In Oetoher, 1808, he was elected by the
Gotmeil to superistend the schocls of the COreek Hstion
tholr former rule belng sbolished. The duties of the
nogltion occupied his time fully until he resigped = year
later, to he succeeded by Alexander Fosey.
WT. Zwing then returncd to hls farm znd Tollowed Agri-
cultursl pursuits, In 1896-99 he tauvght the high school
to i1l out an unexpired term, At the sane {ime our sub-
jeet was electbed to the Houme of Hing, but resigned vhat
office in order to aeccept the positlon of superintendent
) L

of tae high school at Dufaula.”

one of the later supcricteancdents of Asbury danual
Labor School was Alczander Lawrence Pogey who was vorn
August 3, 18735, oear fulsule in the Creek wation.

He was seubt to the public {(tribal) school at Lufaula.

N
i

“hen he was seventeen years old he ontered fSacons University,

Chronlcles of Cklahoma, September, 1929, p. 265.
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at uskoges. In Cetober, 1892, he published "The Comet's
Tale™, a poem of nearly bthree coclumns, which gave the

udian tradition of the coming of the first ships of the

bt

white men to discover Awerics. Other countributions fol-
lowed., Immediately after his graduation in 1895, he
entered Creek politics, being elected to the House of
varriors which was the popular branch of the Creek Orphan
Asylum, at Okmulgee. In lMay of that year he married Miss
Minnie Harris of Tavetteville, Arkansas, who wag a teacher
in the same institution. In October, 1897, he resigned
his position as superintendent of the Orphan asylum angd,
two months later, he was appolnted superintendent of
public instruction for the Creek Fation. ¥He soon resigned
his official position to settle on his farm, near gtidham.
He was & great lover of nature. Then he was called to the
superintendency of the Creek Hational High school, at
Gufaula. Heving rehabilitated that, he was asked to do
the same for a similer institution at webumks, but he soon
relinguished that to take charge of the publication of the
Indian Journal, at Eufaula.ﬁf
In regard to the general educstional conditions around
Asbury Menual labor School and its influence om these con-
ditions we find that according to an act of the Wational
Counteil, the Creeks had twenty-two publie schools located

in different parts of the country, under the supervision of

Tbid, December, 1953, pp. 1085~27.
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& superintendent of publie instruetion. These scliodls

aeht by one tescher each. 4b the elose of the

@
e
&
S
e
o
P
e

sebolastic vear ending June 30, 1870, the sverage nuuber
of ehilldren in sttendance in each school was about 25

the average dally attendance was zbout 20; the whole
nuwsber of ehildren in sttendance was 540. Thirteen of

the teachers of these schools were anatives; elght of tien
were fomales and five were males; «ll of these had receliv-
ed their.education in the ¥ission schools in the Cresk
Wation, The rexzaining anine were whites, four of whom were
males and five females., Thegs teschers received from the

reek Hational Treasury an anuusl salary of 400 for each

2

scholastic year of ten months. Host of these schools had
been in operstion more than two years. In regard tc the
courge of instruction, the course presecribed for the sever-
al schools and departments was amply sufficient and exbten-
sive for all the purpeses of & sound and practical education;
the arrangeuent of the course, the proportionate studies
sinultaneously pursued was suffielent. Conmencing with

the alphabet and its combinations into words =znd syllabdles
in the primary department, it extended through the various
elenentary braenches of instruetion, such ag resding, spell-~
ing, definition, geography, grammar, arithmetic and writina.
There were 153 chilldren who read in the first reader and
¥esy Lesson; 171 vwho read in the second rea@ér; 210 who

s ]

read in the third grade; and 29 who resd in the fourth

readerg; 250 studied arithmetic; 123 studled geography;
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?¢ atudied tTuglish grammar and 250 studied spelling les-
sons; & good aumber wrote tolerably well, During ithe
wintepr months the sechools were not so well attended, oun
goecount of some of the childiren being so poorly elad and
living at & great distance from the schcol houses, which
caused them t9 lose a great deal of time, attending

schoocl two or three weeks, and then, on account of the in-
clemency of the weather, remained at houe until they had
almost forgottean what they learaned at school.

The sehool houses were in most cases very rude speci-
mens of archltecturs, and cuite ineconvenient for the pur-
poses Tor which they were intended; but they were the hest
the people eould afford then.sl

The establishment of the thuskogee Wation brought about
a2 change for good 1n regavd to the schools of the Lower
Creek idation, which ineluded Asbury lsnual Lebor School.
Though the reguirement vwas legally apnlied to neighberheood
schools only, the effeet woes just &s stroug on the missgion
sciiools,

It was necessery that Lhe teachers keep thewmselves pre-
nared for thelr work by attending the ¥stional Teachers In-
stitute, Following is & description of the organization

snd requirements in the Muskogee Creek Fation.

ysl B
J. H. Perryman, Report of Commissioner of Iadian
‘I ff&&i.fg, 1070 ?_’) )' QOU‘EETO
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5@C. 1.
lar corpovate body holding its authority from the zovern-
ment of the I‘uskogee Hation. It shall be composged of
21l the teachers of the neighborhood sehools of the
Wation, and shall hold an annual sak¢i,g conmencing oun

- B

th day in July.

X
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Sec. E. fGach teacnst of nelghborhood sehools shall

attend the sessiong of the feachers lastitute, asnd thoge

@

chools during the next succeeding year shall be
] _ 3
examined by the Board of Lxaminers during its session.
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In 1870 there came 1lnto foree the Constitution and
Laws of the ruskogee Hation, in wiich the following arti-
cles give a description of the reculrements in regard to
asbury Wanusl Lavor Sechool,
Fission boarding Schools

See, 1. ‘+‘he principal Chief is herehy eunowerad

to aopoint two (2) bosrds of trustese composed of Tive

LTksusas Hiver, aund the other for the isbury lission

River, whieh boards shall each have

""’1

1 the Horth Fork

yith the dsvominztion by whieh said

R

power Lo comntrach

slssion under 1ts trusteeship ls vegpscetively coutrolisd,

L

suel convtracts Lo be subject to the approvael and amend-

nent by the Habtional Council of the mskogee Wabtion,

w2
constitution and Laews of the tuskoges T
f t le III’ 9. 4:4_,'.

&
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Seéc. £. Three members of each board shell consti-

tute s guorum, bub & less number nay adjourn from day to

Sec. S. The chairman of each board shall eall a
meeting of trustees whenever desired to do so by three
members, and the United States agent and superintendent
of each school may attend as ex-ofricio menbers of said
board.

See, 4. The superintendents of the Tallahasee and
Asbury Mesnusl Labor Sehools sball esgch furnish a tabular
statemment of the number of pupils gttending their re-
spective schools, bhe nuwber of dayvs esch pupil shall
heve been absent, and the reason f£or such absence, if
kanovn., These stateients shell accompany thelr annusl
reports to the Wational Couneill.

Sec. 5. It shall ve the duty of the trustees of
the Asbury danual Labor School to see thet clobiing is
obtained for the orpnauns at that school, and to keep =
faithful and true account of the saue, presenting tle
same annuzlly to the National Couneil.

3ec, 6. o person shall be admitted as pupil to
the Asbury Hanual Labor 3chool until he has stbtained the
age of thirteen years; until ke has attained some knowle
edge of the five rudimeniary rules of arithmetlie and has
learned to read in the English language easy words of

three syllables,
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3ec. 7. 47blcles of agreenment between John Farrell,
superintendent af Indian tission Conference, ¥. E. Churech,
of the First part, and Pleasant Porter, Chilly MelIntosh,
doseph 1i, Perryman, George W. Sticham and James McHenry,
trustees duly empowered by the Muskogee Hation, to aet in
the premises for the gecond nart.

YITIESS--That in behalf of the said board the party
of the first part agrees to take charge of the scheol
buildinge, farm and other property connseted therewith,
known as the Asbury Yanual Lebor sSchool, located near the
Horth Foprk Town, in gald nation; to furnish a competent
superintendent and suitsble teaeher for the sare, and to
recelive, élcﬁhe, feed, take care of and educate at said
sehool B0 scholars, male and female (M. B.~-This eontraect
was afterwarde amended 50 &= to make all the pupils male)
of suitable age, to be selected by the parties of the
second part, and to remeln in said school at least four
regular sessions of ten months each, unless gent home for
disability or nisconduet, or withdrawn by order of trus-
tees: sald scholars to be furnished with medical atten-
dance when required, also with the necessary books and
gstationery, the boys to be instruected In agriculture and
waechanieal arts, and to be taught such brenches of an
'English education &s are usually taught in the high schools
in the Statas, with the understanding that the pupils shall
in all respécts_be well cared for and'kept undéer proper

diseipline.
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isnd the parties of the second vart, for and in he-
1alf of the Muskogee Hation, stipulate that for such ser-
vice payment shall be madevat the rate of seventy dollars
a year for eaeh pupll so sducated, wmaking an aggregate
avount not exceeding five thousa six hundred dollars
in any one yeer, to be pald cuarterly to the Roard of
lilissions (Foreign) sforesaid, in the city of washingibon.
The first payment was to be made at the comacncement of
the Tirst session of sgaid school in esdch year, which first
sossion shell comnence immediastely alter the buildings

proposed to be erected alt sald sehool shall be ready for

use and occupation, and thenceforward to commence on the

by

irst of September and $o end on the 30th of June each

r.

;:c«

yes
And sald parties of thne second part further agree,

on behalf of sald nation, to secure to the said party of

the Tirst part, or those who may act Tor the board he

represents in the matters pertaining to thals sgresment,

the use of suchn land apd timber in the neighborhocod of said

gehool ag may be required for its unroner and suecessiul

nenagenent. It is Turther agreed that the superintendent

of sald senocl shall wmake gz report to tie Hatlonal gouncil

at the eclose of each gession of tue condition of id

;'ﬁ

school and farm, and of the progress made by the scholars
under his chearsze.
and it 1s further screed that tihils contract mav be

rninated at the pleasure of elither party, on giviag due



notice to the other, and in default of such notice, to
expire at the end of twenty yearas. Ia witness wherveof,
the parties to this agresment have hereunto sot thelr

hands and seals this 29%th day of Septewber, 1868. Slgned

by John Harrell (Supt.) Pleasant porter, J. H. Perrynan,

Jawes LicHenry, Chilly iclIntosh, George 3tidhan.

The modest beginning of a shrine at the grave of
three Indian missionaries who came to COklahoma more than
100 years ago has been proposed at the site of the old
Asbury Misslon and Manusl Labor school, cne mile north
of Zufgula, by Tederal Judge Robert L., Willlams of
Mugkogee and Gharles R. Preeman ol Checotah, bvoth members
of the Oklahoma Historical Bociety.

On the banks of the South Cenadlian, Judge "illianms and
Freeman have secured the deed to one sere of land to be-
gin what the Jjudge has called "0Oklehomats Westminster
Abbeys,

The lend on whieh the misslion first stood is still
ovned by the Indian Boarding School st Eufaula, but only
one of the original builldings still stands. The old grave-
yard around which “Qklahoma's Westminster ibbey" is to be
built is more than a halfl mile northwest of the original
sehool grounds.

It is around the graves of the Bertholfs and Harrell
and his wife that the first shrine has been buil%.

35

- neports of Commlttees, Investligation of Indian
Frauds, 54 Sesslon, 42d Congress, 18753-1875.




ASBURY MANUAL LABOR SCHOOL GRAVEYARD
UPPER LEFT=MAJOR PORTION OF GRAVEYARD
UPPER RIGHT=- THOMAS BERTHOLF GRAVE
LOWER LEFT = MARCUS BERTHOLF GRAVE
LOWER RIGHT- JOHN HARRELL GRAVE

55
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SGeveral vea ago, Judge Tilliams persuaded the zone
eral Yethodigt Conference to contribute 256,00 toward
the erection of = sultable enclosure around gertholfrs

grove, This sun was turned over £o Freemsn who ralised

an ndditional #17.50, and supcrviged the erection of a
fence sround the grave of all four Iaudian teachers, Ilss

orely, Torace superintendent of the Indian Bosrding

Gehool at “ufaula, donsted wire fencing to the projlect,

ihe plot is 45 fest long by &2 feet wide, Iron posts

have been set in councretes, fencinz ereected, the meshwork
painbed with enamel, andé brush eleaned from the graveyard.
Tombetones that «ere onee awry have been straightened,

one lono tree left standing in the middle of the acre,

-t

The land on which the shripe has been built was do-
vated by %, 1, Zimpsoon, Hufeule hanker, himself an Indian.

Tareus Bertholf was born in Hew Tork on February 12,
1814, five vears after Abreham Lincoln was born. FHe died
at ssbury Misslon on Way 1, 1862, four yeers alter
Lincoln's death. To Larcus's right, his brother, Rev.
Thoses Derthiolf is Yuried. Thomas wes born on July 12,
1810, aud dled ou Juns 28, 1862.

In awnother corner of the gsraveyard, Revereund Harrell
is bhuried bvesids his wife, Loulsa, who died only eighteen
daye helfore he d4id, on November 20, 1875,

Harrell was seventy vears old when he died, and his

iast words, according to an inscrintion on his nonuuzent,
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AlL Pethodists, and all were Masons, Preeman said.
Atross a plowed ield, 2 quarterw of & mile morthvest
rine, are seversl pyaves of old Indisus which
venbually will be included. il present they sre sll tut
obliterated by underbrush that hess groun up arvound Hhem,
smongz the graves is that of Loulsa Johngon, Cherokee Indian

wife of (rent Johuson, only Wegro deputy Umited 3tates

Varshal, Johnegon served before gtatehood, Hig wife died

In one corney of the wsere wihilch Fresmen and Judsge
T1lliame have fenced off are three zrasves that apparently

»

have no historical sipgnificsnce., A1l occupants died in
1398, apparecntly the vietims of & vlague. They are REdward
. Allen, paybton, T. L. Wagoner snd Caroline Pifer. 4illen
wag the son of a pioneer physician at Texanna in territor-
ial days.

in spnother corner the grave of itha T. Scott is found.

‘ . 34
geottts connecetlon with Asbury Mission is not known.

¥or two years the Indlans had no school, but in 18%2,
the present school was cstablished by the Creek government
under the ausnices of a board of education appointed by
the Creek Council. Eunfaula Tigh School was the name by
wileh 1t was known until officially changed to Fufsula

Roarding School., The Boerd of Tducation was corposed oF

.,.,,

Jo M. Perryasn, vrssident, 0. W, Tizer, and Tavlor Chissoe,

o%
Huskogee Dally Phoenlx, Pebruary 24,

[

935, p. 8,
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Revort of the Indian Department on Indien Affairs, Vol. 2, p. 187, 1389,
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Pilot Grayson was the superintendent and he was in
charge until 1893. Then J. Y. Perryman was appointed and

served from 1893 to 1885. Failing in health, he resigned,

‘U “f

and George W. Stidhenm had charge until August, 1886, when
Perryman returned, bult passed away on December 15, 18%6.
Peter Twing was then eppolinted., He was in charge until
1399, and then Alexander Posey, the Creek poet, wss made
superintendent. He served for three years, leaving the
service in 1904,

£

A white man by the name of Lesgter was appolinted and
served until 19807, Up 0 this time, the school had been

co-sducstionsl, but in 1907, & change took place; the boys
were removed to other sehools znd the Zufaula Higk School
was made into a school for Creek girls only.

¥rs. Qlivia Purdom, now l'rs., Kennedy, was appointed

guperintendent., Uuring her adninistration of five years,
many improvements were made, lirs, Purdom resigned and
¥igs Gertrude Cenpbell, now known as Mrs. ¥. L. Pelton,
was transferred from the position of elerk in what is now
the Sequoyah Training School to that of supsrintendent of
Zufaula Boarding School, and she gserved seven and one-hell
years, resigning July 31, 1920; Nrs. helton nmade some
splendid improvements, and increased the school from one
hundred to one hundred fifteen pupils. “hile she was in

charge, three buildings were constructed, and coucrete

walks were laid.
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When Mres. Belton resigned, lMary lorley, who was princi-
pal teacher at that time, twas promoted to the superintend=-
ency, and went on duty August 1, 1920. She served until
September 20, 1925, when she was transferred to “heelock
Acadeny where she remained until jflereh 31, 1987. Uiss
Uorley was returned April 1, 1927. Uith the exception of
the eighteen months at .heelock, she has been in the
Lufaulas Zoarding School twenty-one years, serving as prin-
cipal teacher eight years znd¢ the remainder of the tiume
as superintendent,

During vlss Norley's administration, many improvements
have been uade, Gra@e vines and a peach orchard sre atb-
tractive features; several new buildings now stand on the
campus; a modern five-room cotbtage is the home of the farmer

who cares for the cows, hogs, chickens, and garden.
37

The school has grown from s canaecity of 116 to 180,
37

Asmanda Zld, The QOklahoms Indian Sehool Magazine,
v‘ol. ll’ 'p. 360




Misslionaries were essentlial Factors in the eduecation

U413

of the Creek Indlan The Yanusl Labor type of sechool wa
the ideal method 1o be used smoug the (reck Indians,., The
United 3tates Government wes anxious thalt the Oreek Indiszns
be educated., YNany obgtacles had te be overcome in sstab-
lishing and making Asbury ¥aanual Labor School durable.
Asbury Manual Labor School proved efficlient in making good
citizens of many Lower Creek Indiaus.

The anual Labor School was an unususl type of edu-
cation used extensively in the United 2tates for a period
of about Lifty years. The currieculum used was crude and
clementary in 1843, but graduslly improved to pressnt day
level, lanual labor methods and egulpment proved practical

in keeping the Lower Creek Indlensg in school end educationale

127

ly progressive, Salaries poild teachers were only slightly
lower then pressnt day schbedules, czchers progregsed fronm

inasdecuately prepared instructors to moderately well

;:f

gualifisd teachers,
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