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'l'RI STA'lUS 01 YOO'Tfl 15 TO U "!EARS OF AGE, STILL IN TBB 

HOMES 01 PAREN'l'S OP' RELIEF AND NON-RELIEF HOUSEHOLDS 

IN TWO COUNTIJIS IN OKLAKOMA 

P AR'1' I • Ilfl'RODUC'.l'I ON 

Source of Material 

The primar:, data presented in thia atud7 were taken from ache4ulea 

{DRS-50, flA Burvey of Rural Families Rece1Ting Reliet in october 193Z," 

and DBS-16, ".A surTe7 ot Rural Noll-Relief Pamiliea.") prepared. by the 

Fede~l Emergency Relief Administration. 

The au.rYey wu made in Pa,ne and OleTeland count1 .. of tara and 

Tillage household• listed in the COW1.t7 Federal Emergenc7 Relief Adain-

1atrat1on otticea as reeeiT1ng relief in october 1933. Each third name 

on the relief roll waa taken tor the 88111.J)le. The Federal l!Dergenc:, 

Relief Administration waa the major organization granting relief at that 

time, end according to federal 1u.atruotion relief COQld be given aa 

direct relief end work relief, cever orders tor food, shelter, clothing, 

tuel, lights, household neceasitiea (such aa soap, matches, lempa etc.), 

medical care g1Ten in the elient•s haae or in a doctor's ottice (but not 

medical care g1Ten in e clinic or hospital), transportation, moving ex-

penaea, car tokens, end ceah wheneTer cash ia given in lieu of the aboTe 
1/ 

mentioned COlllllod.ities or services, or wagea tor work relief.-

!/ Ia8Ue4 ia special inat-ructiou to local research aupeniaors by E. D. 
Tetreau, Rural Relief Analyst, Federal Emerge:aoy Relief Admin1strat1cm. 



Nono;oHliet cases chosen for eaaparison. were those llouseh.old• 

whieh were unknown to any local reliet agency during the period J"aauary 

1, 1930 to October l, 1933. The SUrftf wes mad• in october 1933. 'llle 

control group we.a made up ot two non-relief households tor each relief 

caae, end were those household.a lirtng nearest the relief people. '!'he 

household in this atud7 waa made up of all persons l1T1Dg in the home 

during OCtober 1933. Schedules ch.oaen. tor the present study were ot 

those households ia the original aample haTiq youth 15 to 24' year• ot 

age who h8d not married, and were Uving in the hOlle. 

SUpplementary data used in interpreting this material were obte.1ne4 

from obserTationa me.de by the field workers, published Oeasua date, ma

teriel published by the Fed.erel soil Oonaena.tion. SerTioe, data giTo b7 

the .aural Resettlement Admin1stre.t1on. looel ott1ce, and DRS-le, .A. SUrTey 

of Rural Relief and Non-Relief Houaeholda, Forthcoming Master's Th•a1a, 

Oklahoma .Agriculturel. and Meohen1cel. College, b7 Mattie Ya.ye MoOollum.. 

Purpo•• ot the ~dy 

'l'he general purpoae ot this study ia to determine aa neuly e.s poa

aible the aooio-economic atatu. of rurel youth •ho were liVing in hou.se

holds where hderal -.rgency Relief was granted; ea compared w1 th yeuth 

who were l1ring 1n h<>ueholds where no relief waa given. 8J)eeU'1caU7, 

it was thought desirable to aacenai:n the n.uaber ot youth, ot this par,.. 

tieule.r age grouping in these households studied, aa com.pared with the 

number ot nral youth ct similar ege in the total rnrsl population ot the 

state; their e4ucat1omJl. attainment, their opportunities tor recreation 

and. advancement. theb' emplo7JMnt experience, and their future proepecta 

en.4 poaa1b1lit1ea tar •ployment. 



In order to understand better the atatua ot these 10UJI& people, 

attention has been g1Ten to household oompoaition, economic conditiona 

existing w1 thin tun h0taaeholds, oocupational atatua ot hmaehold heads, 

eduoat1oll81 attaiamant ot parents, an6;opp0l"tunit1ea tor aoeial partioi

pation.. A knowledge ot these taotora ia regarded aa a pr1• requisite 

tor aa intelligent approach to the social end economic outlook of theu 

youth. 

Applioatiou of tile Stu47 

~ data presented hen •7 auggeat tllnller -_twUea ot tile probl ... 

ot rural 10t1tll in these e:Jllll other "amun1 t1••• Indi 'fidaal• 1t'llo are in

terute4 1a tili.e type ot aocial atud7 ahoul4 obtain ... conoeptioa ot 

the atatu• ot the ycwag people. ot Okl.allo• t.rca the •tmal pNRate4. 

Althotagh a •re 1nt8JL81Te atu4y thea thia probably wou.14 y1.el4 somewhat 

41ttereat ooaolunou troa those an1Te4 at hen, doubtleaa the cla.ta ..... 

ployed are tn,1eal. of the a1tuat1on.a ot a -jori t7 ot nu-al y0t1th 1n the 

State. some implicatiou lea.cling toward baaie progrea prooedurea will 

be auggeated in t1lia atudy tor tlloae ol'gaJai.zat1on.a dealing with the train

ing et youth in the rural emwuntt1••• 

Spec1fieally etatad, such 1mpl1oatlou are au.ggeated ia that part 

ot the study which deal.a With the opportuitiea tor social parUetpatlcm. 

8JW)Dg the 70llng peoopl.e. A large p~en~e ot the•• 7outh ha4 expert

ence4 no aoc1al ,artic1pat1oa at the tilu tuae 4ata. w.-re takP, and wit.a 

couicleration 1a giYo to the oen41t1oaa exieting Witldn. the llomea. u 

p:reaatecl 1n Part I et the atuty, the need tar auch program proo.4ure ia 

obTioua. 



The emp101J19nt status of the youth, as ahown in Pert II. sugge•t• 

the ued. tor auch t:rainiq an4 experieace a• will enable tlle•e young•• 
e.Dd womea to ••t requirements aet ap by emplo,nenti senicea. such pro

grsm procedure wo\lld, to acme •neat, auttice tor the tormal acaool1.J:lg 

ot tb;oH who ere unable te com.plete tllell' education in th• high acheole• 

college•, sad UD1.Tere1t1e• ot the state. 

General Deeor1pt1on ot the Area &lrTeyed 

Payne OOWltJ 1a eoaewhat rectangular in ahape 'being e.bou, :50 Jlilee 

in leJigth troll eaat to weet, and aNUd a.a mil•• 1n width troa north 

to aoath, aD4 conte.1na an ana of &'18 aquare, llilea lecatecl in the no-rth 

central. pan ot the state. On th• 11ul.e it is below the anrage r-er 

Oklahpma as an egrioul tural diatriot. General farming, cotton production, 

liTe•took, de.ir7 u4 peultry BN the pr1ae1p&l agricultural Qterpnue 

ot this eou.aty. At the time We atu.d7 we.a Dta4e, tielcl worker• report.,_ 

that mch ot the land was uuu1tabl.e tor agricultural purpoaea, end tor 

this reuon did not quallt7 aa a good t81'111ng dlatnct. 

In 19,3$ the fecl•r8l gonfflllall\ begsn aoU coneenatio wert in u 

etto~ to correct aoil eroaioa in PaJJMt Oouat7 by demoaatratiag method.8 

ot eoauoll1q aoeioa by orop rotation, atri:p cropping, contour riclglag 

of puture land, ret1.remeat tram oult1nt1oa ot ell badl,- eroded lu4• 

uae ot wi.nter eOYer crop•, and OOIUJtz'u.CtiO!l ot tam. reservoirs. Qlt o:l 

this \eginn1ag grew the Stillwat9r Creek Ba.sin project whioh oompri .. • 

sane l'l:5,000 aorea an4 ccwer• a large portion ot P&JM County nere 1t ia 

etfectiYe in bringing abmt the ao1l-aartng aa4 soil•building progreiu 

that are eapeeiall7 needed.. Ia thia er .. 58.0 per oat of the t8Z'IU are 

4. 



UD.cler agreeMAt, a.114 43.8 per cent ot the acreage has been treated and 
1/ 

finished.- Both ted•rel and atate authorities cOAtend that aoil 1-osee• 

throl1gh ero•1o:a u-e the moat .. r1oua probleu tac1ng Okl.ahoa agrioulture. 

'!'he western portion ot th• oount7 repre•••t• a Ten poor 41etr1ot. 

land, hilly ud auch the.t t8.1'119r• 08DllOt poaa1bl:, expeet more tho a ban 

exiatenoe. According to el»aenatioaa made by tiel4 worms, the people 

1Dhab1tatiiag th1• district were not the energetic tne who would make the 
2/ 

moat ot their pou1b111ties, bu.t were u.neduoated, ahittleas u4 poor.-

All a ahp toward• coordinated. naUoul prograa ot rehe.b111tatioa, 

conaenaUon, aD4 lud utilization, Prea14ant BooaeYelt, by executiTe 

ord.81', created the a .. ettleaeat A4a1niatrat1on uader authority ot 'Ule 

Jaergency Be11et A.ppropriation Aet ot 19$5. R. G. '-"Pell, Under Seen-

tar7 ot Agricul tun, waa ••leote4 u the Reuttle11Ut A4aia1•tr.wr. 

Dllriag the 88118 19ar work 'began on ta tun481Ulltal probla ot reacljul-

Jlellt ot people to '\ae lam reeourcu ot the aatioa in whica lalld 1J&a to 

be adapted to 1 ta beat eco.nomio uee. Jlr. Tugwell ••1• that at that tlM 

"milliou ot America.a citlzeu in rural e.reea required aaaiatanee to en-

able thell to 'become ••lt-austainiDa, and to haTe a decent .Amarioan ate-

dud ot li Till&•" lie ma4e fllnher obeerTaUou to the etteo, tllat "th1a 

a long period of 7eara. ID the proeeaa ot change the ag:rioul~al lal»or 

market wu aharpl7 curta:1lei.. 'ftl0Qa.an4• ot t&.1'11 tUliliea were fonel 

ott the lu4, unable to auatai:n th ... el••• by tand.ag operatiou. lllmy 

1/ l'e4el'lll Boll eouenatioa Serria., .lilimeograplle4 Dau, stUlwat.er, 
- Oklahoma. 

!/ Ouenat1GU of ftel4 Work.-a. t1apubliau4 Data 

I. 



more thouaenda were redu.eed to a mere subsistence leTel. During the· 

year• of the depression, more than. a million tarm temiliee were on direct 

rel1e1'.• 

Be suu up tlte condition bJ ae.yug that the ceu•es aroae cbietl7 

ti-om the principal taetora: (l) m.ataken polieiee ot land aettlelllllt, 

, especially the taming ot marginal lands in:eapable ot pron.ding aa a4e

quate ll•elihoocl. Beoklen e:s;ploi tatioa aJ1d. exhaustion o~ lWlben11g, 

mining ud oil area.a. {a) Of'•r t8.ll'll1Dg e.n4 cwergrazing poU.ciea, nAlt-

t .q in the de:atnctto• ot aONa thnugli •1D4 aa4 water aroaioa. 
!/ 

eeenutd most a4Tia.,able to g1.Ye woh ue-tetaiuae as the Rural Resettl-..t 

.Adminl•tration had to otter. A 22,.QOO acre area we.a ehoMD. beeauae ot 

the 4e;pl.te4 con41tioa of tu eoil, and beoauae ot tu l• .rate iaccma 

per taail7 reaulllag troa tu e:d.atimg con.41t1ona. Of t,he taa111•• liT-

1-ng 1'1 ,at area, $5.G per een, of th• had aa inoome ot l••• than $100 

per year. ot tke 89 tenot tsm111es, end &O lan4.ownara of this diatriet, 

53 were ca 4.ireot nliet when 1'hif progrea •ea tnat1tute4. 

In De.eeaber ltk, tll• ted•ftl 18214 appn1ae.r Y1aite4 the 'farlcu• 

tracta end •de eppreiaele tor the 181'14 puroll.ee.ee that wen t_e ftllow. 
- . 

At tlle preMnt ttae, 60 per ceat ot the options ha't'e been paid. At• 

rema1•1DC t:reeta ha .. not beea talr:ell uader option, while aeDUt ~l th• 

land i• aortgap4 to tlle exteat that i.oaa COmpaniea will not eonp1: th• 

appraiHd price otferll4 'b7 the gOT....-. The praoti-oe adopted b7 the 

goYer.maeat l• to pa1 t.ha op·Uon ln lum, 8\111 u aoon. u it i.• ac.Mpte4 b7 

!fa. G. 'l\lpell, lileMtt1..-.n• AaJd.Diatrat1oa Pu'blioatioa l.lUlber I. 
W&11hinctoa, D. o. Sept.-.l' ltSl5. 

6. 



A reoreatioa proJeot ot 12,000 aor .. ha• b ... aee1gned in which a 

s,ooo acre laa ia \UliHr oo.utnotlcm. Worblen tram thia 41atriot were 

ti,Ya eaplo,-at oa the a.a that lleada the lake. 'ftle local res14e.nt• 

heYe al.a• a14e4 ia Ille ooutnot1Gll ot a lodge u.4 2' eabiu. Th•• 

people •er• pe.raitte.4 to wort on tlae prejeot WLtil '11•7 WeN reMttle4 in 

a uw e.rea wure u. ln.-oome was poaaible. Atta the7 ••re once reaettln 
~ 

they wen no longer u·U tle4 w ltuet1ta h-oa the work. 

•Jorit7 

ot ti.- 0Wlle4 their tu.ma, 811.4 Md liftd then tv tttt .. n to twet7 

7eara. llaD1' ot tlaea had .11 Ye4 'there e1noe tM opening ot tlae terri to17 

S8 yeare ego. Com and cotton •ere the p:riaoipal onpt, and tile average 
f'J/ 

farm ooaeieted ot 160 acre• •1th abwt 60 acna in oult1n:tioa.-

one area of PQD• COWlt7 repreaeaW DO" oal.7 a Yer7 poor egr1CNl.• 

tval dietriot, but the remaaate ot u. oil ltooll that had lett ill ite 

wake a aWlber ot people who tOWl4 th .... lTea destitute wha oil product-

ion nba14e4. Tlle7 ••re the tne geaeral.17 fowa4 11ho tollow noh "mu8h• 

ro•" 1D4unr1ea 4epen.d1ng upon daily 1f88•• tar nbeiateDOe. Whc the 

oil t1el4a· ••n almt a.own tluty dtd not have aa'f'inaa upon which to 4:raw 

tor money neeae4 eTen thoa.gh the7 lla4 been getUng good wegea tor ••••1"81 
,-an. Th••• peopl• were ot a highly mobile tn• who went trm. place 'to 

place ae opl"!)rtunit1es t~ l1Yel1b.oo4 presented t11 ... e1Y ... 

Clevelaa! COW1t7 1a one ot 1:he central ooun·Uea ot the etate o• 

pr'ta~ appre:rlllatel7 :55' aquare Iii.lea ot laad area, bowadecl on the •••t 
•• eouth l>7 the Oana41aa B1Ter Which ruu tl'Ollll the northwest to the 

11 Intoration g1,... b7 local Resettlement Ottioe, stillwater, Oklahoma. 

!/ Obeenatiou of 1'1eld Wortaa. Uapubliahed. data. 

,. 



aoutbaat. 'l'here 1• aa ar.a of about 180 equan ail•• ot rift-r bo\'°11 

land whioh ocm.prine an eapeoially twr·Ul• area 1nhab1 tecl by •.U eda

oate4, highly Olllturecl, eupe:r-mrg1Dal tlll'IIU"8 •ho uae II04en •tllo4• in 

agriculture u4 UP'!"'io-de.te -oh1U17. A luge peroenuge ot thl• la4 

1• etill on.i u4 opera.te4 eitur lt7 tu penon who hOll8atee4e4 it in 

1889 or b7 ht• aeira. 

Mon ot the lu4 eut ot the r1 Ter bott• 1• yey h1ll7 at pool'l7 

e.4aptN u agr10lllture, It 1, •en .not for tile oil lea•• aJlCl royal.t7 

IIOM7 obta1ne4 tr• tlli• le.Jl4, Ter7 litUe ot it wow.cl N tUlle4 at all 

beoauae unall7 it doe• not retul'll a h.1r lno-. 11D4er tile pn.eee ot 'tlle 

laat tew 7eare. Oa tame ot 160. aore•, tllere •v• only alHNt 20 to 21 

aoree ia eultintioa. 1!ae lllajarit:, ot tia. f&l'.U in tllte area JulTe ftl'7 

poor ao11 except tor a r .. aor .. ot l>ottClll laail •l:doh eitller oyerf'low•• 

o:r beOOJIIN 1ateate4 wt th Benm4& U4 J".olluoa gnu. 'l'b.e•• tuu •er• 

hea'Yil7 IIOrtgegecl. ud tlle t.nenat pa,-nt• were uaaJ.17 aet W1 th oil 

lea•• money. 'llle tuaer• ••n hold!Dg to tie taru in upeota'i1011 ot 

4rtlU.ng ia the territory-, ai.nee the lu4 u.d lleen l_.e4 b7 •Jor oil 

can.pan1.. tor a mamw at J'88l"•• Pl'04uo1ng tielcle lled be• 4eYelope4 al• 

moat ~1th1a tile area. 

'.Dae hill eoutr,- eaat ot tu S0t1th Canadian RiYer ••• a fair pl'O

dui:ng agri.oul \val area un:Ul tJae oottoa boll-weertl iA"fUion al)OQt 1020. 

B•1'&8•• ot orop peats couple4 •Uh low pr.I.•• tor oo\tca attar 1910 ha4 

cleatroyect ti. aia a0\11'4Je of oaa tao .. upoa whieh the f•~:n lla4 a.... 

peDlled allloe tbat po:rtioa ot 'tll9 OOIUlU'J' ••• open.a . tor eeti1 .... ,. 

Al though a luge propol'U ma of the tam one• lla4 l1 'f'e4 ia tlle 'krr1 wry 

tor twuty or '111"7 p .an, IIIQ1 of ,ia. people ••r• 11"f1.llg la •'-Jeot 

J>OTeHYt 8114 YV7 t• ••• able to keep nea. ·-a. 1ualt1tante ot tlala 

8. 



area ..... a to be poo:rl7 e4ucate4, mp•rati lioua, nb--.rginal f8l'ller• 

•ho were eC111P1let i:neapona1ble a4 ehiftl•••• 

!Mn had. been lad little aoaey leet in Cl.••elam Couuy ne to 'bank 

COUJlt) ha4 4eplete4 wnll t:U7 ha4 not1'1ag let\ to tall back upoa. '1'lle 

De.Jib ••re nluo'8.at to la4 th• aoae1. &JIil t~ ~ atorea ba4 giyg 

tba ore4tt to tu limt• ot . ~lr apaoit'T• Oottoa wu tu Olll.J orop 

tor Wh1all th ... people noeiYN '-enet1t pe.JMDt• in. the reoent crop r ... 

duct1• P.rocra. aa4 tllelr pan1o1pat1oa ta tile . plea •aa ot :atur iapon-

ance. Therefor•• their principal aOU'oee of oaa 1noo• were t• aa4 ma,. 

The teaat fU'Mn ot till• uo\1oa had a Yer7 exteu1Te temre lli ... 

to17. JfaJQ" ot th• ••n good naaplea ot trap teUDt tamren who 4r1tt 

about aimleuly, not ••ea1DC to be ecmoerne4 wt -th tapro'ri.111 tu1:r 11 nae 

ooa41tiou o:r getting allead t1DQo1allT• Large ta111u ••re tlle rule 

all4 aot tJN enept:t.oa ill thia ,ola••• and aan1 ... heaTil7 1D 4.ebt be-

cauH ot aicmeaa. 

theae iJllligruta toot up reai4eaee in tara llouNa witl'lout oonaent ot '*h• 

lad owaua. Tbey wen 1noona14erate ot tu propU'tJ going ao tar •• \o 

teer don buildings to u•• tor fuel. 11a:A7 of t:U person.a JIOTing 1n 414 

not attempt to cult1"8.,e tile laDCl, but uee4 tta.. plaoe to 11Ye, 8lld to 

oar17 on an illicit wh1ate7 trade. u a olau, the•• tal'IIU'8 were ne1'1la-

energet1o aor tbritt7 u4 MA7 414 ao't JlaYe eufflci• too4 an4 cloth111& 
!I 

to Jl81u'41n good health. 



10 • 

. AeooniJIC to '11• :rttteeath Can.a ot tb..e Va1 te4 State•, then were 

laal o-cu:Uu .... up app.Nxlaat.i.1 a.1 per "at ot 'Ule t'otal rural ,-a 
popal.atton ot •• nat• ot otlehoaa ot W• ac• grou.plag, ea4 18.1 per 

oat ot tile total nral populatioa ot the two ooutlee. ror ti. eat• ot 

eaapm.oa Table l 1• pnaene4, ahOlfiD& tile i,zropon.ioa ot 10Utll 15 to 2.ft 

:,een ot age With ni.r 9P90.1t1e4 populaU.oa groupa. 

Table l. ft• Pro,orttoa ot TOllll 15 to U ,-r• Ot' Ao 1Jl tu Population 
ot otlallC111a, Payae aa CleTelaDl CCWlti••••' SUI.Pl• stwU.a. 

: 1 : iloumG ,ailq J011G 
Popul.attoa atbJen : OtlaJMwa : OleYel.Ull ad U to 1-t ,aen ot !I!• 

: Bu1'tl1 : P•JU Coatiea: 

'lotal Populattoa 

• . • • 

You'\\ 
11 • I.ft ,-an of ap SU,071 

Proi,o:n1oa ot ltm1ill 
1a tow f!P!l!Uoa 20., 

: Jfoai.Be11et 

896 

6,ttl 

28.1 

ot pJiNlli.._ te ~ Tari.Oil• popalaUoa wt.1 ta •• to age a-ad aex 41.atri• 

butioa. An u.aeleoted population grou.,, t~etioeJ.11, Mk•• a.,... 

.metriftl p1",1114 wl:11c11 gradaally alopu tr• a broad b-a .. to the apex 
equally 

it 1191•• and 1: .... 1ea a.n/repnaeauct on oppoait• e1du ot the an•. 'l!te 

!frt.neeatb o.uu ot tile Vnite4 Stat••, l910. Population. Volwae III. 
Peri 2. (pp. 640-MI) 



lilG, 1• JIOl"e ffell than that ot tlle Oklahoma rural population 19!0, U• 

c-i,t tlae.t tJte e.ge group u114er a ,..ar• 4oea aot •ke a U'\te baa•, pemapa 

due to the 4Mlin• ta tile national bir~ta 8Jlll the JUJlller la oiu 4ata 

an con. the .._ ....... 1• aeea la tu populatioa pyreai4 tor tbe 

tnal rue.l population of otlalloaa 1D 1930. A relaUwl7 .-11 cUattlw.• 

tio• ot 11111•• eat taal.ea 1• •• Oil t••• 011.8.ru. Tile dtnortioa of 

Table a. .Age Dlatrtlnlt:t• ot Total Rural P0})1llat1oa, :rqa am B:m•Pam, 
tor otlaoma a4 -. Vllltet st.tu ltlO, (Sllon ta ~-> 
!/· 

• . • . 
A&• Qroupa • Oklqcma • UJliW Stalu • • 

: laie : ,aa, : aa. • f-1• . 
!Otal Rural Popul.attoa -..a. , •. ,. 1'1,t88,S20 &l,81f,tol 

o-, 11.7 u.1 10.a u.1 
0 -1, M., aa., aa., u., 
15 - s: 10.1 10.15 ie., 18.1 
Its ,-t 11.e u., u.a 15., 
II•" u.o n.1 12.0 12.1 
e .. M a., 8.1 10.a ,., 
56•6' 6.1 ,.a ,.2 ,.1 ··-,, s.s ~·· .. , 1., 
75 end 01'V 1.1 1.1 1.a 1.8 

NIA Cl...-el.am cowit1 .. ahoN11 tor 'Ulla panioul.ar atutJ', 1.e., tlloN 
. . 

llou•llolu, both relief 8114 aon-rel.tet, haying J'Oll\ll US to U ,aara of 

age, rd.agle e4 U"1..ag ta the hame. Whea •• .. i.n..i ac• gl'Oup1JIC• 

y nn ... a eeuua ot ~ tJJli\ed Mate•: 1,so PopllaU oa Yolue II. 
(pp.'588.189,?ll) 

ll. 
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••n auper1a.,o..a upon~ graph tor the total population et tbe etucl7. 

tbe Jllll.es 1n the ac• group 11-19 eouUtuted tile total male populatloa 

of tbe aaaple. AooOl"d.1.ng to tllie cwt a tew t81Ulee in tllat age P'""P-

lag bad lllllT1e4. In the next age group (20-%4) a tew male• 111. the relief 

group ud mrr1..i, wt tlle chart ao•a tat tllen ar• no 1181•• ot twe 

asea ~n ti:. noa,.nl1et grOllp who ue :married• 

Tabl• a. AS• D1etr1but1on ot JlelUera ot Rtlli•t ad lfoa•Baliet BoUNllol.4• 
in Payu ad ~len18114 COUJlti... (Shon in Percentages.) 

:: ... ..,.et ....,14. Ac• <b:'ou,- Bell•t._._olu • • . l!h• . l''J!sJ-, • Jal.M : J'ffl\11 • . 
Total. Nwlber ,. 4M ?63 160 

0 ... ' 4.4 6.6 5.3 2.'1 
5 - ' U.5 1s.o , .. t5.9 
10 - 14 18.'1 1'1.6 l.S.l 18.0 
15 • 19 20.0 ao.e as., ao., 
10 • 2, 11., 9.0 12.2 , ... 
25-M a., ••• 2.9 •• 1 

35 - '" 
a., 12., ,., u., 

@• ,M 11.8 11.0 1,.1 15.l 
515 • ~ 9.0 5.2 a.a ,.a 
65 8*1 Oft)!' 2.3 1.1 3.6 1,'1 

'l'JaeN p,reaida an ••JJ11Mtrical in uape owi:rag to tlae taot that 

l:loueel!a.olda ohoNJl tor tJae atud7 were tlM>N con"'11D.1Dg 1'0\ltll l&-19 ea4 

20-24, whie •el.la the particular ag• grouping 11-19 oa the chart 

wher~ tlN ll&ft'lage rate ia, ot oourae, lower tor the .. agee. Ill the 

expeot.O.; tile greater number ot children ot both .. ~ wue oonoeatre.te4 

in tu J'OU)lger group which wcw.4 1D4toate either that those ot the upp•r 

grou.p had died. or probe.bl7 aarr1ecl, or were othel"Wiae 11 nag outside 

1s. 



J'la,J.N a. A Gompal'1.MA ot Age o4 s.x »tavi'tNttoa et Rural bli.t' 
aat Jl,a-Jltit•f Boaaeholcla HaT1:ag Yc:,glJl lS-2.f. YI-. ot A&• 
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1 5 ro 19 
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5 TU 9 
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MAL6.S FEM1ALES 
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J'i&an a. A Ocmpa.ruoa ot Age 8ll4 SU »11JtnlNUon ot lioft1 llell•f' 
ul l!foa-hl.let ._.ol4• 1a P..,. m4 Olenlaa4 Coutt• .. 
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0 20 

RELIEF 
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4 5 TO 54 
3 5 TO 44 

2 5 TO 34 

i o T02 4 

15 TO 19 

10 TO 14 

5 TO 9 
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MALES FEMALES 

20 20 

NON-RELIEF 



15. 

the h-.. A. nlat1ft aearcity ot feaal•• i• aot.O. o4 al~ ao 4e

tin1te reaaoa ta ottue4 to:r 1;Jd9 departu., 1t 1• eoaparabl• w1"1l tld• 

iaga ot c. Horaoe Bamil,oa ot llfonll CaroUna, who •ta•••: 
""Dnlll& WOJIU leaft tlletr .rural h-.a appJ!Oxillat-11' tue• yean 4Nl!'l1e.r 

1a lJt• tllaa JOWi& ••· la tu .... ~ JOUC· w-.. more le••• llOlllt tvbc 
tui:r •1all~ ,ear QaJl at aQ o~ tiae. I-t a ,__ ...,. nr.tu ta 
tile .- o-t Iler panata .-n libe ta wea,,_... 19an ot ap, •• pzo~ 
abtl1t7 ot lier lM'Tllle halle ta late ,-ara a .. na.... Ia •• o ... ot 
JOlJJIC ... llow.,..:r, •• •xa..&a ••• 1.ea._ •• dvillC tlle wnt1•tint 
J9U ot lite, IMlt tllm hi&Un 4•pa:nure-nle oooun la tile tweat,-tlltr4 
:,ear. Attei, twe1'7-ou o:r t•e:atJ'-PO :,aua ot age aea lea-A aome at a 
higller rate t>aaa 4o .. _.._or•• .... a&•••!f 

Tlle 41•propozticme:t:e17 ...U aua'ber flt Pff&OU in th• group 21-89 

1• •Iowa oll •• gnplaa wh1• bean out the e.s.waptlon that tbe •JolitJ 

ot ..S.grettona of ob.ilea hca tll• ,ereaal 11.a. ltegill Witll M%'1.J a4ult

hoo4, ea4 take plaoe 4lll'1Dg the yeua ot greatut pll;,aioal aoU 'f'1 t7 be

f01'9 the7 hah aeoumlate4 taa111•• of tlsetr on or ·haft taw up 4et1111te 

oeoupatioaa. J"urtlleZ"Mn, hoaMholcta whoae l'aeah are ot *• eg•• •oal.4 

aelclom oontain 7outll ot tbe Nlene4 age &rQlpiaga ot tlia et•J'• 

·'!'he tcnal 111111,pl• fr• wlliu tile Hlee-tel hMIMllol4a woe •••• 1• 

repn .. nec\ ill J'ipn s. Ia tlle OJ'1aiu1 aemple there._..10..11181• 

per 1.00 ttdlllea ta '11a age gnup 11-19 7Ml'•, •4 101.6 ul• per 100 

tUllll.•• in. the ao-a, 7ean age grou.p, •1• taoiua.a botll •1Jl&l• aM az--
J/ 

ried populaUoa. 

file oha:raoter1at1oa of tll• h0'1Mhol4 an ot ruA .... al lllponaaee 

tn 'thi• •"1147 • ainoe the7 ocuti wt• tile baeqreu4 tw ~•• :,w:,11 who are 

!f Ba11llwa, c. Bon•• 1A9 AM1181 b'e or D.,.nue of Baral You'1l• 
:rrom ~•ir Parental Rua•• Rure1 Sociology. Vol. l, 1u.ne 1911. 

4/ l'.ms-16, A hn•7 ot 111"1 a.11.r •4· lloa-Bel.iet Bauehol'9. ronlt.
- OCIIUJI& Jluter•a !lauia, Oki~ .A.grioultu.1'91 & •oheai•al Colle&•, 

ltattie J'a,. JIOCollva. 



llnng la tun hcaee. 1'h• aoc1o-ecoaom1e opportunitiea ot these youth 

ml4'f 'be aanewhat 1ntl.uence4 by tbe atze ot the· tmily, and the llUIIDW of 

pereou to be auppor,ea.. In this study, households have been chosen 

16. 

trCII mrel reliet anct nrel. n.oa,.rel.let grmpa, ad a compariaoa hu been 

•de •1th rui,eet to the JlUJBbe:r of person. p_. hotlHtDltl. Aecol'tiag to 

Table 4. Pereentege D1str1bat1on o~ Rtaal. Beliet a4 rton-Bel1et' Rous ... 
Bolo AoecMSDg to J1bllber ot Peraou.. per ~uaehol4. 

8'111ber otP_..u : U.auo14a 
Per . 

Hoaaehol4 . • : • 1!0tal Belief Jlcm-Rel. iet . . 
Total !lluer ID 1'5 269 

'!WO 1.0 - 1.5 
'1'l1l'M 1'1.a ,.e 21.1 
rou 11.0 11., 19.3 
11Ye lll.'1 1,.1 l9.3 
Six 17.@ 18.t 1&.0 
Sevea 9.5 ,.a i.3 
Bl&\t e.o 13.t 4.8 
111ne 4.1 s.& -i.6 
Tu a., 1., 1.1 
Blev• 2., 2.e a.2 
!Wel•• .5 ., •• ~t-• • '7 1., •• JGlllffNll .2 • 'I -

Bmeehol.ds w1tll e or more Mabera occured in the relief population 

more ottan than in the non-nliet, (Sae i,1gure 4, based on Table 4.) 

while 21.2 per ca, ar 1:be aoa•reliet taail1es 40nta.1ne.4 a penona or 
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20 

Ptpn ._ ~Ill Dtatrtlm'tion et BlN1 Relief ant .,....U•t 
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1,. 



h0'1Ahold• receiTing relief ••r• larger thu tho• ot the-1r non,..rellet 

Wtdle tll1• 11 e. omparaUYel7 ••11 aample, 'fable &, do .. no, •• 
07 remertallle titfenaoea 111 tJK JIUllber of clilbea 1• rel.let amt no.n

relie~ hOllaeholds, except la tile aual:Mtr ot houehol4• llaTtng oalf ou 

chilct. '1111e 11a7 •aa that oal7 one oJdlA l'tllllina in '119 JI.me, el.no 

then may 'be olcter e~il4.rn 1'llo 11aYe •rrlp. 1'nNll!tl7 luge taa111N 

do not atl.lJld out 8IIOD8 U.. reli•f ,-ople 1a ~la a&apl.e. It ia trae 

~a, 2 relief llou .. laolq repol'le4 U ChUdna eaob., w't 10 ehilclrea .._.. 

npdnect oaoe eacb tor ·n1.1et ea4 aoa-Nlie:t tam111... '1'2l1• c•para·U•.-

17 .-.ea 41atnbuttoa 1n the J&UlNr of ohllbea per houaelaol4 tor th•• 
two aample• 1• couran to 1lle popular belief that ft.lief llouellolu 

alway• have aay dl114na. ot 111• aoa-nlie.t lloaaellol4• 20.a per ca, 

haft 2 oll114Nn, while 16.8 pe.r oat ot the rel.let lloqdOlta repon.4 

2 ohll4na. l"tgve -', eJaowa the taiZ'lJ' eTea 41":ribu:ttoa ot 'the ___. 

ot chilaea p.- laou•ao14 tor ltotll ·n11et ad n.on-ftli•t tmd.ll••, wlalek 

oa t,ie Whole le as a1ten betwalll the two group• a• ceu.14. be expenecl 

allow:lng tor probable age ditto ..... ta .. tud.11••• 

Broku taail1•• Ctipr1ae 8.4 per cent of tho•• houlllol4e a.ting tor 

relief, em apprm•t•l.7 '1.0 per aent were taa1l1e• oou1attng ot 

•• 

tatitera end old.l4ren. 4Blis ia en uuxptieted situation bece.uae of 'lJle 

uau811 ,en4eaoy tor widowecl teal.es to exceed the numb.er or wid.c•e4 Ml•• 

in a rural population beth absolutely aJt.d relatively. It can be aooou.n~ 

tor, .b.oweYer, 'bees.use of the taet that the di voreed population a.re alao 

iuc1Wle4 111 tbia group, tor 1rhoa the sex rattes show a pr pondereaoe ot 
y 

male& OTer femel.88 1n r\11'81 COIVIUDit1ea. 

!f o. ». Dwtoaa, SU Ratioa and Marital Conditiou or Ault Populatlou 
iot Di.tterent T)'pee of Camrwalti•• ill the United Ste.tu 1A .Relation to 
Population Chang ... :eep:rlu troll Soot~ hre••· vo. m Dao. 1933 p.22G 



19. 

'!'lie 11on-Nl.lef 8Ulple ha• a high pel'Ceatag• ot broken toiliea Wi\h 11.0 

per cct repone4 u ncm, howner, they ve rather neal.7 41atr1lnl.te4 

u lo 11&1.e 8114 tllllll• h.-h, u ah•a 1• Table 1. 

Table s. Dinribu.tloa ot Bllrel Relief 1114 llOn-Nli•f Houellolu 
Aoooriing to Type ot ftllll7 • 

. . . . 
TJpe8 or l lfotal, . Belief . ..... Beli.t • • 
J'aa111• . . Pe • : ·fu: .. Ni . • • -: .. e:Ceat i l1111111eJ'1C•,: ........ Ceat 

ill tm1111 .. .QI 100.0 161 100.0 •• 100.0 

NoJIIBl • S'll 90.0 m 11., MO -~· Dl'ok• It Q ,., 12, s., a, 10.a ·-- 17 •• 1 2 1.4 11 ,., ·- " ••• 10 ,.o 1, • •• 

\Jae aoa-nltet group, •• might. lte • · eo-tecl. It .. _ . pnbal>l• that ...-.... 

aitJ ia -. aplue.t1on ts tla:1• aliaa.Boa, naff talllu, wttk Uattea. 

..... atgll, pool Nawroe•, u4 en 40IIJI cm mcll it•••• ren,, f'llel, aD!I 

equipmatiuriag • perl.o4 or 4epl"eu1oa. aoag the .._0148 r-.1.'fia& 

relief• lta Pff ... , ~one4 tna 1 to , poaou ta a441ftoa • a. 

original f..S.17 PGIIP• !a'bl• •• •Jlowa tlle pe~.11"8&• · ot aY1 t1oaal .... 

be• to lt• •• low•r terr •• aoa-:aliet kea.euolb When OD.17 a.a per 

c .. t haYe pG'IIOU oti...r 'Ulaa '11e lwetiate ta11U7 UT1-& 1a ,htb h••• 

and where 1.2 per oat :report 01117 l extra peracm. 

Ia tu relief naple 11hwe ,u a4d1tioael MJUera an• bequ.•'117 

toun.4 there••• t8Jl111ea caring tor tNm l to S gran4o-hi14rea, °'her 



Talal• e. »1atribut1• ot Houaeholu Aooordlng ,o tu llkml>er ot 
J:nn P,raoQ Reat.41ag in •• Ballnholtl. 

• • . • • . 
llallba ot ave. . '?otal . bUet . l'oa-lleliet • . . 

Penou • Per • Per • pg-• . . 
:~er :;Ced : .... ::Qelt :Jtaber :on,. 

Total ill 100.0 lG 100.0 169 100.0 

None aa 87.9 115 eo., a,, tl.8 
On• 29 ,.o 1$ 9.8 14 ts.a 
Two 12 a.t 6 ,.2 I a.a 
~ 6 1.1 I 4:.2 0 -rou.r 4 l.i a 1 •• a .s 

:t'alft111••• ·Ona nl1ef bed reported 11 pereou ltnng 1A hi• I re-. 
' 

11011••• !he imudiate faatl.7 oouui.a ot tJla hllaban4 ad w1te, aa4 

tJud,.r $ eldlbea reagiJag la ace tna nia. bo,a 16 ,-en Ql.A \o I J'OIUllff 

ohUl.4:rea, \bit JOWISU1 ot wbml wu S J1tU8 ot ,age. ~o affie4 .-. 

u4 theil" •tYM al•• U'ftd 1a ,,. 11-.. • .A.ppa.l'dU,,, ..... J.pi.l 1, 

19:SO, tu u,• ot •• a.au,, en4 ~·~ 198-, tie drift of populatioa 

hall et,1•• aa4 uiwaa lo•• tanl aad YW.agea ot Okl.MGIIIII Nal.te4 la 

•eh 4o\ab11ng up of ,u rval tuatlies, up"1all7 1a tile ftl.l.r u4 

ua,.,....reliet pGplllatiou.. Ja9'.ller ooatrilNtlag tao\or waa tllat tu 4e

pren1oa alow-4 4oa 'Ille.,,..., ot mnl. ,aatll 11owan tu ei.11•, Witll 

the attmlu\ rm1, that ti.re wu u ~- ot l'V.ral :,opalaUcm 

at hom.e. 1h18 pr....,uoa 1• bone nt by Ille 1ue•t-1&atlou of __,. 

•tu4•ttl ot ffflll popul.atioa aoTtlllltD._ 4ur1.ag tu i,aio4 tor Which tlda 
!I 

atl1471• applicable. 

y o. ». Dwlou, Currat J'e.ffl Zcencmioa, Oklehama. s.rtu •, 1Wle 
1136. Vol. 8 Bo. s, P. 68. 

20. 



!he hOllN •• a Tital relation to tu eoclal ead peraou.l lite ot 

th• 4Utereat ••ber• ot the t'uall7 1a that it mould p.rOY1cle aeparate

••• alld :pr·1Yaoy •Nd• tor UdiTiclul. 4eTelop1m'\. "Uauel.17 aa avenc• 

ot ene roca per peraoa, enlua1Ye et batll, la regarde4 •• tile J11nt111w 
y 

requ1r .... t oonaiata~ wt. ill heal~ encl 4eeeao7. AA aaal.;,eia ot tbe · 

21. 

hou81ng con.4U1eu of tile ftl.iet uaple aowa that th ... people, regard

.le•• ot t-Ulll"8 atatua, are cona111'teml7 11Ying ta hou•• inuequate tor 

'1l• IIWINr at Nai4enta, wl:l1le Ta'b1• , , allow• oal.7 the t111aats am. labor-

per pe.no .. 

!able ,. !be ATenge Jlul,.er et Roellll Per IIGU.tlo14, aa4 Per Per80Jl, 
.l.octorilag to Teun. aa4 OOeapaUcmal :Jtatu to.r llm'al Relief 
awl 11oa•ltel.1et Boa:seholds in Pa,- ad CleYel.ud Cowni••• 

.,.._ ..a :iii&a ~:A.•erac• Stse :A. ...... Boou · :A.'f'erec• ROGll9 
Oeoa,aUoul:holh ~tel: Bmaelaol4 2Per Bauellol4 :Pe.r Penoa 

• • .... iaii- • • ifoi- • • ... ~ . . . . . . . . 
P :bltet;Bellet:ltfll,£:Bal.ltt:Relitf ;BeU1t :1fl1et;Relief 

Total 1"5 80 1.s 5.s 3.8 s., .6 1.0 

o..en u 12, e.z "·' ... 1 1.1 ., 1.1 .,..., .. 
LaboNN '' S1 &.I ,.1 s., 4.8 •• .a 

tJMIIIJlOJN s, 19 15.t 1.1 s., 5.1 ., 1.0 
&cm.-Acn-

m1t.1'111 & 4.2 ,., ,.s ~ .. s.a ., 1.1 

In eoull•ratioa or· the youtll UYill& ia llallea 80Mllllat a1ailar • 

t ~ ad th• .,., •• , '-' a'Ull oend:1 tlou Jligllt lane upoa their 



'!'he houe, as a phyaioally O·eadi ti oain.g ta.o\or, S.n &Jl7 •tt1Da, 
make• ea•J or clU'tieult the tomatioa ot habl\• ot ard.er. eleuliu•. 
hea]lthtUl 11T1ng, end an appNoiatton of beauty. It may be llll ol»Jeot 
et ia-14• or ellbane. .... t. It ocmatitutu part ot •• o,J•o•1T• .... 
viroJlll9nt in 111b.1ch heppy or WIJlatpy relstton•hiP• 111 thln f.he tud.17 
grow. !f 

Aside troa the p)lysieally ooa41t10D1ng tactor• ot the houe u giYa 

22. 

b7 Ki:rkpatriok, th• aoelal aepeot• are to M o••it_.94. Tll_.. would be 

but little priTacy tar the JCNth in 'the•• OYer-o.rowte4 houMb.ol4a who 

might wish to entertain fri-4•, nad or etuq. Lei•un till• weuld PN~ 

CJuin• lS all4 I, baaed on Table 8, PNND a g~jJJl:ie piOWH ot tu 
teave 8114 eom,ome atawa ot the houallolh ot thla ata.47. MOJIC· tile 

rel.let peopl• there were as.t par ca, ot , .. llcN .. ho14 llea4-. •• •ve 

aeaa J'9.Jl laSgh lfith ,0.1 per oent owiag IIOUJ'• Tenml"• 11t.4 la'borera, 81.8 

per cent of DCIII •eN 1a 4ebt, oaapriM4 51.8 per oeat ot the total relief , 

populatioa. fte noa-agrioal:tural grcu.p •• OC111.pue.tiftl.7 ..-11, howe•er, 

it Will 'be noted that •• eatin group (106 per oat) had 1n4ebte4u••• 

The greateet exleUag 1d•b,e41l••• in the reUet group •• that ot 

land purou.u that waa not pail •'• rroa l'-U7 l, 1930 to J"eauary 1, 

19Si, he 81lttere4 a las• of t!50 in leu ot 11 Y•etoolt, t&60 c,rop failure 

4- to 4rc:mg)lt in 19&3, ID.4 ts<> waa ••4 tor 4oc'tor'• b1Ua, c4 tor 



Table a. Pel'O.U-C• ID4ebt-.neaa ln Rural bliet and licmo-Reliet 
PO)Ulation Acccr41.ng to 'temtN ~&tu• ot Bouaeholt lleade. 

.. P.er ceat ot :dou•olG • Pe eeat ·ot Lu..liiila .. • 
'l'eJlllre atatu• . Wlt)a Bo 1 .. ,, ••• • JlaT~ ID4e1,\Nuu. • .. . 

.. Re11et . &:LtlJ .. . . .. • .i~t . : loi-Ltt.t 
ot U.h. • :P,r • :Per : :P•r • .:Per . .. .. 

:lhull)er:o.• : llulbfl': a. t : lfuaber: a.it :Nwuer: Cent 

Total a, 100.0 101 100.0 llt 1eo.o 16' 100.0 

Apioal tu"1: 
e>wn.n a ,., m. ••• u 1,.0 '16 "'·' Vd'tt!nts and 
X..,.'ttonr8 1, 51.8 23 21.t 63 5'.$ 18 •. , 

Roa•Agr1Gllltural 0 - 2e 24.'l s 4.3 l& 9.8 
Une11plo194 ll '40.8 I 4.8 26 22., 1, s.1 

u. 

inubteb.eaa •Y lte explained 1• pvt b7 tlae general pol1o1•• a4optecl. b7 

relief egeae.tea i .Jl Ckl.alloma, whemb7 nl let 1• Rot. glT• to a ·Jaou.Mholcl 

unl.••• th•· propert7 oned b7 the applioaat la hee."11.17 aongaged, or he 

ia 1*,t a prop•rtY' Gibler• So.1),ng aa lie ou •rlpg• &1Qth111g tor aa 1a-

relief group u Table 8, 1lll11oat••• Ot theae houaehol.4s, .ft per oet 

owe« ta.coo aa4 ner. While t•ata •4 laborer• cu111prl .. a larp per 

eut ot tho• 1nul>te4 ta tlle u .. reliet Cl'VUJ>, onl7 one temm'C waa 

toaad 8IIQ1IC tllo• owtng tts,ooo ar IIDN• !lie r.-t».1.ag mml»er who • ._ 
- . 

wt'11'1a thia braok.-t were owaera. BoweYer, til1a la •• •7 be a:peote4, 

a1DC~ one GDU14 !lot 1UU ,aae obl1gat10b if h• 414 AOt Mft propert7 

to bon-ow again.a,. · 



Cha.rt 5. A Comparison of Rural!. Relief and Non-Relief Households 
as to Occupational Status, or Tenure. 

RELi E F NON - REUEF 

Chart 6. A Comparison of Rural Relief and Non- Rel i ef Households, 
by Tenure, es to the Per Cent Having Indebtedness . 

- NON-INOE B TEDHE SS 

RE LI E F ~ 1 NOE 8 TE O N ES s N ON - R E L I E F 

.w~ ~ .... ~ ................... ..._.,~~~---............. owNER S 
18,20/o 81.8~ 

-~ TENAN T S a LABORERS 
I 00.0 % , ~8.10/o 61.9 0/o 

~~~ NON-AGRICULTURAL 
29. 7 °/o 7·0. 3°/o .. 

• 



'fable t. Pero•uce Diftri 1>u,1on ot Ranl Belief' U4 l'oa-Beltet Jloue... 
hol&• 1a P~ a& m..Tela4 Colultiea, .Aoool'd1nc to JmoWlt of 
llll•bteda•••· 

• t iw.i., ..... Ia • a.11.et ..... :a.uet 
Dollen 

: .... l•t S-t .. IPlbc flt 9tU • • t . • 
Total 10 100.0 869 100.0 

Noa• 26 1e.1 181 ••• 
ull4er aoo &I a., 14 s.2 
100 - IOO %0 14.1 f : lt '1.1 
200 -$00 11 1,., 11 ••• 300 -.. u ••• ' a., 
.co -l5GO ' s.s s 1., 
500 -'180 8 ••• 11 ,.s 
'150 -1000 .. a.e 5 1.9 
1000 • MOO 12 a., 29 10.s 
2000 - sooo ' 2.s 19 '1.1 
IOOO ... 4000 0 9 s.s 
«>CO - $000 a 1.4 8 3.0 
tx>eO 8114 OY .. 0 - 11 ,.o 

25. 

•• cna'•" ul>t ot the .. ,1:n atu4J' ••• tlat ot aa oa..-operator 

no owei 19,800 agai.an Ilia ltO av. tam. Uoag wt tJa tlle llO aerea that 

he owa.i. th!• JIIUl nmtet NO ••re•• llllt1-s a lo.tel ot JOO aorea ot aboYe 

•••~• riftr bo"oa 18111 Ullle operattoa. lNa 1UllU7 1. ltJO to~ 

\U11'7 1, l9M• b lo,\ tl,OGO ~ ffOJ failU., f2IO iJ1 lOH of l1T ... 

•took• aa4 tlOO to:r tueNl exp .... tor Jda wtte. '1'o ott•t these 10 .... 

Jae••• pa14 ta.aoo t•~ o•toa ao11eac• nduo,1-. '.tile tua wu purolaaN4. 

" ta 000 ..,--1. ,-n ace. a4 at tu tmt tilt• ••1 wu ..ie. tlle 

1 ... b'Wu•• WU··•pproxia tel.7 't1r1H tbat ..... Poor wm...-.,. aa1 

lao.t et t.naipt 1JOUl.A .... t.o be tbe explauttoa tor la1• •GOIM.lllie ataw.a 

~)u11moN, • poueAN. eD17 a aeoond. gn.4e NIIO&tioa Wllloh 4o•• aot 

.... i o •"17 .aeca.uat• Jutpe•t to.- thia aa Who attemptt4 to operate oa 

ma aa ~ut•• baau. 



ao. 

auoatton ot Bou.Nhol4 Bead• 

Among taotcr• Wlde oon:aicleratton pertain111g to oul:turel ad.vancement 

ere tol'!llltl echoolln& ot ti. 41.ttererl'\1 .-bae ot the tfllil7. 8.D4 °'1!ter 

available e4u.oat1ou.l ud ao cial. iat1ueacea. Ta• Cenaua 4la.asif1M o.ae 

a• illliterate it 1- te 10 years ot age ead oya, end uuble to reed an4 

write in 8ll7' lmguage. 'l'h• a-rerege pel" eeat illiterate tor 1ibe Unitecl 

Sta~•• 1a 4.:S pa oen, While Okl.ahou raDka Uth. aaong the atatH wttll 

2.e pel" uat ill1terat• paaou. The Nnl. population Qf Olcleh-. ta 

3, 7 pc eem 1111 tere:te. 
!/ 

Table 10. Bduoattoual Atuiula ot Peen• ot 'Im~ l~U Teen ot 
.Ac• 1• llm'al. R-1.tet aacl Bo•Beli•:t Kouaeholu 1n Payne amt 
Clffelan.4 Ootmt-i.a. ( Shown ill Peroentagea. ) 

™ .. ,. • • 
~leteA ia 

• R-1.let HRNllo14e • lloa-lleliet Houe!lol4a : I 

$chool J'atllu'a . Jfotllen . lath9r• • .uothen • . .. 
'J'Ot-l Nwlber 141 1D 25' 2e 

::=. Sohool: 
1., <&.I - •• 

UDUJ' G 22.'1 14.3 18.1 10., 
5J, sa.s ,2.1 23.2 ae.a 
Ccaplet4Ml 29.8 ,1.0 .n.a ss.a 

High Sch"C>Ol: 
1 1., 8.3 ,., 5.5 
2 3.6 l.C5 "·' •. , 
8 - .a .s 1.2 
Co,m:pl .-te4 

College: 
1 •• 3.0 5.1 ,.s 

1 1.4 - .s •• 2 - .e 1.6 
s ·" .8 

. Completed - •• Poat Gra4ua'- - ., • 
other '1T81. n1ng - - - .. 
!/ J'iftNatll Ceuu ot tu Un1te4 states 19250. Population Vol. Ill. p. 11 



27. 

In thia pe.nicular atm:r then 1a no way to aacenaia the per oeat 

ot illitez•a.07 .inee the data 1• baa4Ml upon the grade atteiaed b7 tho• 

undtr ocaaideration. .Among the relief people there are a te• parent• 

who are reported. as having no gra.4e attaimlen't. 'lhe data •h•ed ,11at 

1.• per cent, or 2 wt ot 1'1 tathera "" liat.4 thua, wJlile the pro

portion la higher tor aother• with 6 w'I ot az, o:r 4.5 per Ge.at elus1-

tie4 aa haTing ao gra4e attaim19at. 'fh• aon-reliet pa.rent• were giYea 

e hip.er rating, ainee there were ao te"1lera reported who did aot lla'Ye 

sane grad.e attainment, end onl7 1 aother, or .4 per cent 1a thia olaaai

tieation. '!he .... relief parenta likewi•• bad a higher aye:rage gracle 

attaimaent. 'fhe greater per cent ot thea hacl not 0Jll7 CODlple,ea grade 

school, but a sizeable number ot th• bad a high achool educat1oa, while 

some had college, and eYen poat-graduate sta.Ddi_ag. (See Tal>le 10.) 

The average grade atteiDllent ot the Nl.iet group was :S-'7 gl"ad•, e:a4 onl7 

a few had ti111tlhed high aahool. M the relief gra11p• 2 ta.then had •-

pleted the first year ot college, an.d none ot the mcthera Wffe reported 

as huing had. thia advutage. 



PAI'? II. STA1US OF lW'ftl Ili B!LllF AND NOll-RELIJr HOO'SJ!HOLDS, 
.1.AJl1AllY 1, 19.aG to OO'l'OBIR l, 193:5. 

~ t~oing cUeouaa1on u• been tor the purpoM ot preaientiq e. 

4eaoript1GD o~ the altural, eocm.omtc ad geographic be.okgrauaA ot the 

7(Nth who an the main objective at 'Ulia awq. '!'ha data given 1• Pan 
n, Will dul pflll8l'ilJ' with the •luoational 1ttaimlea't ot 11'1:ue young 

peo~l•, thei:r opportu.n1t1ea tor NOl'Ollttoa end ad'Yllllcemnt in tu rural 

I 
area•, or their han4ica.pa, u 1ih& cue may be. their emplo,-at expert-

'lhe tact that thia study was made in the two OO"Wlties ot OklalM:aa 

in which ue located the two «d•undtng ln.•titutiona 'for his;h•r learn-

ing, 1.e., O.klehaaa Uni versi1iy in Olft'Hlend count7 sad Oklahoma Ag?"i.-

C11ltural aDd Keo-haaieal Oollep ill Pa,- oount7, W<Atl4 lead SOllle to be-

11••• that larger proportiona ot J'O(lth in 11!., ... , than ia oilier c,eunti•• 

ot the atate, would avail th .... lTea ot the opportunit7 tor a college 

t1Tel.7 rae •ong tho• aot in •eh.ool both •ong Nl.iet and noa•rel iet 

~ople. Olle ou.t ot 90 ot the males tn '\tie relier group had taken e.d'l'8ll• 

tage of the opportwlity tar prepanng hiueit tor something better than -
he had beea acenato•d to hav:lng b7 tating a college degree. Fi ft out 

ze. 

ot 69 f•elea ln th1• gr011p atte.111ptecl to attain an education that would 

make lt poesible tor th• to cter p:roteaaional tielda. Thia eipiticant 

dittereaoe 1n the proporUona ot males an.4 temalea no entered college• 

and uniTeraUiea in the relief group; llight be attribute4 to the tact 

tha It th••• young people were locatei on tame and in fllleges when 



'\heJ'e are limited maana cf li ftliltood for wa11en who do not marry, uni ... 

they haTe .utt1o1ent edueat 1on to teach, or to ngage 111 bus1aeB• aa a 

hoap1 table place tor tbe gaintnl anploymant o-r unmarried gtrl• &d waJMHl• 

01rla wbt>ae t111aneial. meas are 11ml tecl imy tincl part-time work in 

pri Tate homes that will pay tor theiz room and board while they an at-

tending colleges or uni Tarsi ttea, JIJ:maroua loan tuncts maintained by 

1nd1v14uala od Yftl."10\1.8 orgamzattona are open to wo.rthy atudenta who 

may account in part tor the :tact ihat a tew girls had attell4ed aellool. 
"$ 

'Dible ll. Grade Atta1Ul8at ot You\a 15-24 Yean ot .Age In. School 
!'rOll Rural Bellet am ll>D.•Bellet Bouaellol.da. 

(ShoWD b7 Percatagea.) 

. 2batll I1l lcshool . 
Gre.cle : ,:,>•t · Boueii'.old.a . lfoa-Reliet Jlo11MhoiL . 

• • 51• ; &iiiu . .... , ; ,-i., . 
'l'e-1 No.nlbel' .,,, II ll'1 90 

None - - - -Grade Sclhool: 
Un4•:r 5 ,.s ... ,_, 11.9 1'1.S 10.~ ,., 
Ct19Pletet 25.6 us.s 6.0 12.2 

Hlgll School: 
1 year 8.5 85.0 19.'1 17.8 
2 " 10., 2s.o 18.8 21.1 
3 It 1a.s ll.5 20.5 1s.e 
Oemplete4 2.1 15. '1 10.2 15.6 

College: 
l 1881' 2.1 .. 15.l ••• 2 " 2.1 ... 1.1 4.15 
3 " - .. 3., 3.S 
Oomplet-4 - - .9 1.1 

Poat Greduau - - - .. 
Other 'l'ra1 DiD.g - - .. 41!' 



30. 

A study ot the non-relief group (See Table 11), reveals 43.8 per 

eent of the mel.ee, e.nd 4.1'/.2 per cent ot the females in school with more 

from this than h'Oll the relief group attending colleges or uniTersities. 

!he no~-reliet males led in attendance at college with 14.5 per cent as 

CQDIJBred 1f1 th 13.3 per cent of' the females. lfhoae trom relief house-

holds, aa might be expeoted, tell short with 4.2 per cent ot the llBlea 

attellding these inatiw.tions, while no temalea were reported. as attending. 

J'rOJll those ot thta partieular group who were still i:a grade school, 

or high school, fem.el.es :from relt•t houaellolc1.a were re'tarde4 in aome 

inatsncee e.s many as 7 7eai-s. or the entire group o't 39 temalee, only 5 

were not retarded. (See Table 12). Thia high occurrence ot reta:rdaUon. 

would tend to make them UBpr•pe.red tor higher learning. 

'!8ble 12. .Ag.-Gnde Distribution ot Youth 15-24 Yeara ot .Age in 
Sohool !'l'Olll Dural Relier end Nen-Reliet lwuaeholda. 

( Shown iil Peroentagu) 

Age-Grade 
D1a~r1buiioa 

: Refie·l Houaeh()l.da ; Rea ... JleUJ HOUQllold.a 

Aceeleret·ed 
At Grade 
l y~sr below 
2 years 1:>elow 
3 yaa~a b.alo• 
4 ,..u-e below 
5 year:s below 
6 ,..ra below 
1 years below 
e year• below 

iiaiea l'emale-a 1 iielea feiaiea 

47 ~2 117 90 

1.9 4.3 10.0 , .. 9.& 11.1 16.7 .. , u.2 55.9 U.4: 
14.9 21.2 19.'1 M.4 
21.2 15.5 14 .. 1 6.'1 
87. 7 1.5., 9.4 5.6 
8.5 9.6 S.4 2.2 
6.4 3.9 1., , .. 
a.1 3.9 

A probable t"aotGr in retarding the educ.atienel deTelopm.eat ot the 



relief youth is the fact that a high percentage of the relief households 

were tenants and laborers, which means that these families have had a 

high mobility rate with a direct bearing upon the educational attainment 

ot the children.!/ Frequent moves ma.de by the family tend to break up 

continuity of the school work,, and of the child's associations until he 

loses interest aad drops out ot school as soon as he is past the comJUl-

sory age. A compulsory school age law has been in efteet tn Oklahoma that 

required all children, unless prevented by mental or physical disability, 

either to finish the eighth grade or to be eighteen years of age before 

they could drop out of school. ~/ 

The average school attainment tor females not in school in the re-

lief group was a little below the ninth grade, (8.8) and that of the males 

was a little lower (7.6) with the eighth grade as the average grade com-

31. 

pleted by both sexes. (See Table 13) The average grade educational attain-

ment tor the present out-ot-aehool population in the United States as a 

whole is beyond the eighth grade.!/ Thu.a the relief group under consider

ation approached e similar attainment. 

Children of relief househo1ds were not handicapped noticeably in 

comparison with those of non-relief households which were only slightly 

higher with the males a little above the ninth grade, and with the tamales 

having completed the tenth grade. 

]/ J'. T. Sanders, Current Farm Economics Oklahoma. February 1936. p le. 

]/ .fchn Vaughn, School Laws of Oklahoma . 1935. p 71. 

~/ Harold H~ttsommer, Education end Rehabilitation in Alabama Farm House-
holds Receiving Relief. Bulletin of Alabama Polytechnic Institute. Vol. xx:x:. 
No. 7. J'uly 1935. p 4. 



Table 13. Grade Attainmait or Youth 15-24 Years ot .Age, Not in School, 
Fran Rural Relliet end Non-B.elief Households 

(Shown in Percentagea) 

Youth Not in School 
Gre4e Relief Houaehoids io!l-Rellel Household• 

Jle.lea lemal.es Jielea . :rem.el ea . 
Total; Number 90 69 151 100 

None 
Grade School: 

Under t5 e • ., ,, .5 2.0 3.0 
5-1 31.l 1'1.9 10.'1 7.0 
Completed 36.7 ,.fD..3 54.7 27.0 

High School: 
l Year 7.8 3.0 10.7 7.0 
2 Years 8.9 5.9 4. 'l 15.0 
3 Years 1.1 1.5 3.3 3.0 
Completed 6.7 r1.9 28.0 32.0 

College: 
1 Year 3.3 3.0 
2 Years 3.0 1.3 
3 Years l.5 .6 2.0 
Completed 1.1 1.5 .7 1.0 

Post Graduate .. 
other Training .. 

A similar study was made from the original sample which included all 

children living in the home whose schooling was complete, regardless ot 

age grouping. !/ The average school attainment tor . the relier males was 

7.9 while those or the non-relier households showed an attainment of 9.3. 

'!'he average grade atta1DD18tlt reached by females was sligatly higher. S.5 

in the relief group and 10 in the non-relief. 'fhe comparison ot data 1n-

dioates that attainment in these particular areas had not changed appre-

ciably over a period of years, sinee all children were considered in the 

origtnal. .study regardless of age grouping, end th.ey were :t'ound to be but 

little different tram those 15-24 years of age 111 the selected sample. 

4/ - DRS-16, A Survey ot Bnral. Re.Uef end Non-Relief Households. Forth
coming Master's Thesis, Mattie Faye McOollwa. 



The compulsory echt,ol le.w hes been in e.tteet tor a number ot :,ears, and 

wOUld e.c-eount tor the s1Jl'lile.r1 ty 1n attaimtent to a lerge degree. 

Far the purpose or determining whetbe.r QI' not the 8lll0Wlt ot $duoat1on 

the ~rents had. received had any bearing upon that reoe1Yed by the oh.114• 

ren who had tin1shed school, grades t1niehed bJ J!lOthers end ~Qghtere, 

and. those ot the tathe re md eone wei-e OOl:"!"e1ated.. ror •there Q4 a .. 

tors & coefflc1u.t ot ai.mple correlation ot .•91 • .otl ne feud. l'flr 

the fathers em eona the ooetr1,1eu, ot ainq,le e.orrele'tioa in. tb.ee.e ta-. 

1a .$22 * .QJ9. While th~se coettiolent.a are not pe.rttcularly hi"1, they 

indicate the.t there i.e direct tangible usooiation bet••• '11• g:rqe a""' 

tainmmta ot :parents and those of ehil4:!'en ot the ••• aex. '!h ... tater-

pl"e~tit1ou 8h01' the.t the grade cmplsted by the lllOtber has a :?08it1T• 

relationship with that CG!lplete4 by tlle h.u:ghte:r. '.the education Gt th• 

the son, 't m 1• t:rue ot mothe.!'e and daughters. 

Opportunities or Soc,.a1. Participation 

preasion b oa\l.H ot eoonomio con.di 'lion• probably wOlll.4 hne migrated to 

urban eentera 11' -,ai,,omic opponunitiea 111 ti. c1 tiea lla4 aot ll9ft vir

tually clcaed during the.t ttae. Bowe..-er, tb.ey were not total.17 cat ott 

trcm all peaa1b.1e 1198!19 ot ad"t'8l\Oelllmt ld.aM 1.he7 had, at WOJWt, Uld.MCI. 

sooeaa to •choola, oollegea, 'WliTeniUu, rel1gioua org&Jl1u.tioaa, ell4 

intonud group• outaicle the home. Withiu tbe hOll8 acme tew had uceea 

to radioe, telephone•, autcaobilu, daily naapapera . ~ ·~•zine,a .ell . . . . . . . . .. • .. . . ~ . . .. 
ot which prcn1ded •aae --· ot acataet with op.taide"(nb.u;aq.... . .. .,~ . : : .. . .. 

: . ·. ~ , . : . . . . : . 
... . . 

' .. . . . .. ' 

. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 



Tll.e etatna ot oh114ren who" panate were on Nliet wee ahon to be 

leaa dee.lrable "tllan tba t of 7oatll 1dloN parent• were of the non-relief 

groa.p, 1D tba' they pnbabl7 ha.4 to go oute14e ~ home tor nonatioa 

aad aootal oontaet. Sella ot thoae families •llo ••zie able pZ"ffioual7 to 

pl'OY14e tac111 ties m oomuioation hat to a'bandoa tha u• ot ncHoa, 

teleph.cmu, autoaobilea, new.,apere end Mg&Zine• whell their c1NUUtaa-

oea beceJDit auoh that they were Juat1tte4 1n aat1ng for rel.let. 

Table 5o. 14 Chugea in :raoJ.lltiee tor Ccwantoa.tion in 1'3 Burel Belief 
8114 869 lbll'&l Non•lel1et HOUMholu 1a Pa,- a4 Ol.eYelu4 

Counties. 

J'ao111tlu for . Relief Bouaehol.4• ll'on-Rellef' Houaeb.ol4a 
Cowain1oat1on . 

MAIA lm9pt4; 
.. 

M4M . Jon• • ;RDPwA . bu • 
Radio l.<l ,., 90.9 8.5 ,.a 82.2 
'l'elephoaa u., 88.1 5.2 8.9 85.9 
AUM!1Db1le . , 29 •• •. , a.o 5.9 81.1 
Da1l,7 .... paper ,.a 18.9 , ... 11.5 9.? ,s.s 
Otlllr .... ,.., ... 1 •• "·' 90.9 ,.s 1.1 89.2 
Jlagazt•• a.1 .. , ,s.o u., 1.9 86.1 
othe:r It ... • - - .. .. 

BetwMD 1930 cd 19M there wu a drop ot 29 • .ft pet' out ln tlle .DU.llbe:r 

ot relief hou•llo14• operating eutoaobilee, lb.ieh waa '\be pee.teat single 

deel1De in the ue ot 001111DAicat1cm tac111ti•• during that period.. 'DI.ta 

1• 1mportad aot 01\17 troa the point ot n .. ot the houaehold 1 teelt • 

but alao tor tlloee .ooial aid grou.p aot1'Yit1e• in which it participate• 

with o'lher local tamiliea. '1'he uae ot daily new•paJe ra abowed a decna•e 

ot 18.0 per cct 1D. the l'fi. 14d' houaeb.ol4s, while <l.2 per cent ot the 

houBeholda ad.4ecl deil7 newapap• 8Ubacr1pUona. Thia ite exoeedec9. all 

other tacWt1ee tor 00DBU1ice.t1on a44ecl b7 :rel.let households, probabl.,-

due to the tact t hat •• they ha4 le1.un Ume toroecl upon. th• u4 •• 



,· 
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t'hey were compelled to drop other raoilities,. they tound reading matter 

the most economical s«1ree of entertainment. Telephones were not used 

by 88. l per cent of the group, an..d ell or those wh1eh had been in us.e 

prior to 1930 were discontinued by 1~34. The p&r-centeges ere high tor 

all facilities tor communication which had not been used in reliet house-

holds either in 1930 or in 1934. (See Table 14) 

Non-relief households reported more taoilities added than dropped 

during this period. .Allto.mobilee, daily newspapers, otb.e.r newspapers and 

magazines show an in.crease, while radios and t.elephones dropped by slightly 

less than 10.0 per cent. 

Table 15. Changes in Soeial Par'Ucipation ot 143 Rural Belief' aad 26.9 
l\trel Non-Reli.ef Bot1seholda in Payne and Cleveland Counties 

(Sh.own 1n Percentages) 

Reliel !'ou•eliotia 'IGlill-ffeiiet ifousahotia 
Form ot No : :De- :De ... : . . 
Pa.rtieipatLou Ohenge: .Added: or.ease(: NOlle : Chea§•: A<lded: cre.as-4: Bona: 

Religious 63.6 4.9 20.3 11.2 79.9 3.1 5.9 11.1 
:rrete~nal 8.4 . .,, 10.5 ••• 32~ .4 7.5 59.8 
Young People's 50.3 6.3 3.5 $9.9 56.9 ,.2 3.3 34.6 
Io.tormsl Group.a 56.6 5.6 6.3 31.~ 69.8 l.. 5 ?.l 21 .• 6 
Sehoolls and 
Colleges 58.7 12.6 21.G '. '1 oo.o 9.7 30.9 8.5 

Not : None aeana No Participation. -
'fhose youth who had previously participated in social activities out-

side the home were torced to ohS!lge their praetices somewhat as their eco-

nomic level dropped. Outstanding among all organizations attended was 

that ef the Church which held more of the young people ot both reliet and 

non-relief households than did any other social agency. '.i'he decrease in 

attendance to educational institutions is conspicuous in as much as 21.0 



per oat ot tbe relief group, a4 SO.t per o•t ot tbe ua-rellef gNlllJ)· 

41acoaUae4 t!aeir sohool1ng betw .. a 1131 8Jl4 193-'• Tabl• 11, alao 

allow• that ewer so.o per oent ot botll l'el1•t e4 non-relt•t 708th ma4e 

n.o ok•&• in the.tr partidpatioa ln eohoela and •olleg .. , ea4 more e44e4 

thi• paniculer participation \Ila u.y ni.r ton. 

Rural 7wth ware aot tindi»g theil' ege-olA outlet. 1a 01t7 eaplo,-:t 

da~ng the 7ea:n ot th• depreuloa, aad ... .,..r po•lble they Mtlle4 to 

be taklag 114Taatage ot atte.Ung edloola 81"1 oollegee tor the parpwe of 

pre:putag th .. el .,.. ter Job• 'llleN sue tra11a111g la required. 

1. L. napatrict 11114 Apea Boya,oa ooDd:uoted a l!llffey 1a Wauau.ra 

COWl.ty, if1ecena1:a ,aJD.OJ.tg rural youg "°1)le betw .. _a tJae ages ot 11 aal 

2i, am tlte1r t1Dil1aga a:re no,1eeabl7 aillilar iio Uioee ot t:tue .atu47. 

In their etuQ ot ParUc1pat1oa in. OJ-gen1zat1n. ,_., ~t;A the f ollowi!!t 

•Ol"pnisatioMl aot111.t1•• pl.Q' q blpcrtaat J'ol• in. Qe lit• ot 
tlle 1..UTlclllal. ad ill• comma1'7. It 1, eaonragiDg, thent•e, to 
mow tllet three-tlft!I• ot all •• ,aug people J'ePCll!'t-4. attad.tl)l-. at 
local di.& meet1Jage., 1acil.u41ag •v• 8114 5'1a4a7 solool Nr"ri.eea ••••• 
Be~l7 IO per eeat ot ell tile ,-.. people aN ._... of *- ·Clmrtll 
e tte Ol'SUiatiou .... t. .. • tlWI a pv .. t atten.4e4 tratel'llal ... t
iap •••• Allloat a per ••• NlOll8•4 to 1be aaool gJ'Gllp."' JI 

Parttoipation la JMJ'P081ft grmp aeti"litte• is one of aeTerel plle.8 .. 

ot aoctol<g1oal roeareh •1• llaa beea emewhat negle•,ea until co• 

puatiftl.3" reoen:1il7. It ia n laportat upeet at rural lite, tor it 

ia to be to a great extent a •a•re ctt the t1'8Jl8c•denoe ot the group 

over the ind1Yldu8l. It ta, thenroz-•• • in .. x ot aoeul'°-nti.oa, ot 

aocial tnteractton, end ot the mtigatlOJl ot paycho-aooial 1•olat1oa. 

A.a mat be gl.UD.e4 troa the wr1t111ga ot A. "· Weber• Wuren. H. wuaoa, 

!/ 11. t. xtrkpe. hi ok end Agnes IL Bo111ton7 Rural Young FeoPl,e 'h.ce 'their 
on S1tuat1oa. Bnral sociology. Vol. l J'uae 1986. p~1 18-ll0 



C. 1. Oe.lpia, D-wigllt samer•n., am MJa7 other stu.4enta, the pre__.... 

Tatloa an4 .cuUinUon ot it• taotlUie• tor .c.oial part1e1pation 1• 

3'7 . 

oae ot ihe priaary awgles ot tl&e :rural oe>-».it7 in the tao• ot a 

rapldl7 olwlging culture. ft• crux or th1a probl• a:,pears to iab.U'e ,o 

a large exteat in. the enouat1a of rural areas by their potential leat

••• '!hi• ..... to ••• 'the etteot ot weana1ag the sUm.11 Wll1dl an 

cal"1lated to toatu local group panio1:patioa. Jro doubt, al90, the 

eoollOlllio diatre•• whioh. ou.raoterized the period ot thia aW0.7 e:reNi1N4 

a 41nupt1ng tnnuence upon the regul.arl7 established pattern• of pan101 ... 

pat1olt. in t)aa mral em11111A1t7. u the reoOYU'Y trom eoomaic chao1 pro

ceeds, the .. rgeat J'lll'8l. oOIBUllty otfera ea exoellent labaratW'J' tor 

the dffelopmeat of new tor•, aedes, or ehuuela ot aocial particJ.paUon 

looking ton.rd a olOller knitting tagetiler, en.d ooordiution et tu exiat

ing ea•ciea tor the 1nte&1,'f1t1on and dinction er :,ou'th aot1Tit1ee. 

'!Ile aployment atawa ot yautll in thia an.47 4111'1ng tile pe:rio4 la,. 

ua17 1, 1930 to October l, 1913, waa a •tter of aon.a14erable aip1t1eanot1 

ainoe tb.eae J1'UJl& •• Ud wana were 11 Ying 1n the l'Ul"al areu wllere ei,

po7tual\1ea tor emplo,-at were ace.re., u .d earainga were l.1Jd ted. ot 

the ymth atud.1e4, 31.t pJr out belong.a to llouaellolcla oa 41reot reliet, 

while the ~aiag 6'.l per oezn were troa '11• JIOJl•r•liet heuseholda. 

In the rell.iet grG11p, eo.s per c•t at tu •l•• an4 e, ., pa ••t of tu 

t8118lea 1a the ea• group 15-2.& ,-ara were 4epende11t Oil ~eir panata tor 

support 1th1le a relatiru7 amal.l per cent o-t th• were emplo7ed, at lee.at 

pert t tme. see '!'able 16. 
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'1'!.ble 16. llllploymen\ Status ot You-th l.5-M '&an ot .Age ia Jl\U'al. R•ll•f 
•114 atral. lrea-Beltet Boueholla. OCtober l, l91S 

Jlllpl.oJ)IINll 

Ste.tu• 

Total 

Seek111g Won 
Ia sehool 
At .Hc:ae 
lbplo.,-1 
BIIJ)loya em4 

•"'8ld.11C wark. 
111:pio,- lll4 

i~ School. 
:01 .. bled 

• 

( Sllown i n Peroent age•) 

: .... : Tout). 
Ia hUet· ll°'1Q11old• i Ia SOll-'.a.lief Houeb.oUa 

; Mi) 11 ; fiii)ia . ; WI,, ; fiiiXo,· 
is, Ut an 18' 

u.2 18.!S ao.a 21 •• 
1, •• 42.0 '1..0 46.5 a., ao.1 20.a 26.7 
11., 12.6 '1.8 5., 

4.4 ••• 10.0 •••• 
5.6 ••• ., •••• 
2.9 .a .s •••• 

J'igu,re V uowa a pnpomeru.ee ot youth Wlll•r !O 7•ar• ot ege, wb.ieh 

pnbabl.y a.ocOWlta in •• degree 1'er the lege, peroentage of 10t1th who 

the ea.pl ymeat •tatua ,flt. aoa-reliet Ml.ea wa.a a1.Uu '\o that of tile 

ral~et males 1'11 81.9 per o_eat UUllploJM• ltalati'l'-11' t• noa-,Nl.let 

telllllle• (5.., pe:r eeut) •er• 411P10,.a., nil• 1.e.1 per _.._ ot tb.• wen 
'!',,._ 

1a eoJaool at tu tble the a'Wlly n• •4•• Ot the total ywtb :population 

obHl'Ted, ~.2 Pt,r 4e11t in tb4t relief grOllp were-· ill a'dlool u ecmpere4 

•1th 41.2 PC' a.at ia ti. ncm-ftliat poup • .A.ppreximetel.7 the eeme PJ"C>

portion ot 7cuth in each group ••n tou:n.d to 'be aeeldng work "1th 84..2 

per cent 111 the reliet em 20.'1 per o.ent in the n.on-reliet" group. In 

aaoh g:rGup there •a• en appreciable number whe were reportecl to be 

•at hane" who were neitho employed., uald.ng work, nor in school. '!hi• 
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gro.:tp pnbably 1aclude4 a muiber ot thoae yuu.th l& ,-an ot age u4 

who were exempt by the sehool law, u.d 111aoa.e .-plo,-nt status waa aot 

npone4. The achedules d14 ao\ ahow emplo1JD8m atatua tor thoae ..._ 

bers ot the haisehold no wve Ullder 16 ,-ara ot ·age. 

'rh• proportion ot youth emplo19cl ia greater in the relief grcNp with 

12.l per een\ employed aa oom.pe.re4 Witll 6.8 per oat among the non•l'8lt.t 

1'tle l.iaite4. e4uea.tioaal attai-m and Qe laok flt protesaional. 

vataillC ot th-.M 10WI& 11P. ad Wtwlell probably acoOW1ta 1a part tor the 

41Tere1 ty ot 911ploymeat reported :t.7 th•• wllo were •rting. Proteasional 

wort••• engaged 1n b7 :notioeabl7 tew ot either relief o.r n.oa-rel1et 

yoath. .Allong thoae fJt ti. nl1et gl"OUp, I ••re teachillg se11ool, whil• 

• ••re t.achi:ag in the noa-rel1•t group, 811d. l •u p:raot1 ci.Dg law. !he 

largest percentage ot tho• emplo,..a in botll groupa wen helping ea tu 

tUJll, a.4 tlle s•oon4 largeat grmp ••• engaged in agriculture. 'fbia is 

aa aipt. be expected, sine• ao lll8J!ll' ot thea were incapable of doing other 

t1J)tla ot wort beeauae ot laot ot tratlli.Dg a experience. 

'l'abl• 1--t, tdlolr• "Cl1II · ,r.,.nt oooupattoa repert-.a, wttlt tho• n

q~ag uaaldllecl labor ill the •J•ity. 

ODl.710.9 per oent of tile reUet 7CR1th were reoeiTiJI& •agea tor the 

work tbeJ' 414; llb.11• ~.l per ~ ot thea were repor-t.S ae working tor 

rocm u4 boari• a:r helpinc on the tam. ·Sale of the 181181•• were 11ate4 

as helping their moth.rs, and SC111t wae planning to '/IJlllf17 • ~ - wage 

,c8fe nn 
1 ... the.a 

.boa ti '° t88 per aoath 111\ll ,.8.6 per ••t of 'lllea reoe1Yi.»a 

per 110a'11, Whll• ,.1 per •••' reoe1Ye4 traa ,eo to t,G, 
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Table 1'1. D1atri1Ntioa ot YOll'1i lilaplOYN J.oeo:rding to Type ot JmploJ11at 
(Sllwa la Pe:reemagea.) 

,..,.,. O'f 
Jllple,...n 

Worlt aot ac:,ouned toz, 
s..Jdng woa 
Belptsag • tam 
.AgrJal\un 
~- acllool t.e•r-
ste~ 
~t7 Ol*'«tar 
Baume:raw:r 
'l'elbhone Op_..tar 
m..~ 
Bab'i'I 
Pact1.ag Plet 
011 Piel4 (JIWlper) 
ftliiag 9'at1oa 
BuDri"f'W 
1fa1trua 
~P1118 
tau4rJ' 
Di1bhl 

].ff 

a.e 
u.a 
a,.1 
s.o 
.a 

•••• 
• • • • 
•••• 
•••• , ... ..... 
1.& 

•••• 
• • • • 
•••• 
•••• . . · .. . ,, 
•••• 
a.o 

11, 2Vl 

u.1 .... , 
ts.I 10.1 
1,.0 1e.e 

4.2 a.s , .. • ••• 
• ••• . , 
•••• . ·-· . 
•••• •••• 
• ••• •• • 8 • ••• .s 2.2 ., .... . 
•••• ·" . .... •• 
•••• ·" • ••• ... , ..... . .... 
2.a •••• 

• ••• •••• 
• a •• 

phyaioell7 :4i•ablec1. hctlping on the tam, and wo J'OUlll• 

187 

66.6 
21., 
16.6 
•••• 
2.2 ..... 
.I ., 

•••• 
• ••• 

.1 
•••• 
• ••• 
• ••• 
• ••• 

~ . •· . ., 
•• ., 

. . .. 5 
•••• 

A lli&hw •es• aoale waa glT& tor th1• group ra11glng Ima i10 to 

tl2q per 111»1».th with 16.? per oat of tho .. -,107.t rece1Ying tlOO or 

OTff. Ill \he lowe:r wage 'braou, •• to.,o pe-.r _, reaeiY.0. le•• thau ISO 



to t1n4 that :youth trQDl non-relief' households held better positione, 

and receiYed higher wage.a then youth tl"QJII relief' households, when con~ 

a1derat1on ta giYeD to educational atta1.nment o:f' the two groups. See 

Tables, 11 and 13. 

SumDl&r7 and Conclua1en. 

~ 

Thia. is a atud7 o:f' youth 15 to 24 years or age who were living in 

the homes ot parents in rural reliet and non-reU.et houaeholda ot Payne 

and OleTeland eount1ea in Okleh.oma during the period J'anuar;y 1, 1930, 

to October 1, 1933. P.art I dee.ls with the oulture.l. end economio back-

· ground ot these youth, and the geographic cond.i ticna ot the are.ea in 

wh1qh they lived. Jiloh ot the ere.a auneyeA wu poorly adapted to agr1-

culture, e.ad '\his tactor elong with drought end orop failure.a was no 

doubt baaic ill bringing abeut the e~cmomic ccmd1 tiou that eventually 

made many ot these people lalown to the !"eieral. Emergency ReU.et Adllin-

ist~tion. 

The peralyzed conditiE>n et agriculture during the depression brought 

economic chaos in the rural con11P1.in:J ties wh1<:h was e.ggrave.:ted tu:rther by 

the induetrte.l demoralization of the cities.. 'flue condition broug)lt 

about the Ticious situation under which those who would have ord.1ae.r1ly 

lett -the terms touDd themaelves 1 end theil' ntlllbers were in~ea.sed b:, 

those wh~ were diagorged from the cities. 'lhia produced a oumule.t1Te 

stagnation ot ao.cio-economic- lite ot rural e.reas &811:eral.ly. 

Fe4ere.l Soil Conservation work, along with the program. set up 'by the 

Rural Resettlement Administration in Payne Count:, he.a done 1111ch to alle-

viate th.e cond.it1ma that exiate4 ill portions ot theae areas when the 

au.ney was .made. According to the local Resettlement Ottice, the people 
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11 ving 111 tae Rural. Resettleen t project area have been greatly bene

t1 t~ l>y the work carried on during the lest two years. The Resettle

ment A.dm1n1atrat1on :reported that in 1935 there were 35 tamilies which 

had an average inQome ot less then flOO per year; 39 families received 

les, then ,200, and 50 tamilies e.verageEl $500 each. Since the deYelop

ment ot the project, all of those tem1l1es have been given emplo;vment, 

and et least current elemental needs have been net. 

Within the 143 relief , and 269 non-relief households studied, there 

•ere 268, and 458 youth respectively who were between 15 te 24 years ,ot 

age, 'the heads ot these households were cle.asitied according to tenure 

and occupational status.. In relief households, 25.9 per cent ot the 

heeds were unemployed• and 70~3 per cant ot them were owing money. 

Tenants and laborers 1111de up 53~8 per eent of the relief population, 

and 81~8 per cent ot this clase were debtors. Among owner houaeholcl 

heads1 4'1~2 per ce.at we~ in the non-relief, as canpe.red with 16.8 i:,er 

cent 111 the relief' sample,. and it was ill the D.On-relief owner olaae that 

he&.~Y' indebtedness wae 11eet preYel.ent~ 

'!"he youth who ••re lirtng in. 1:he households studied were taced witil 

serious problems ot so.eio-econam1c adjustment.. 'fhere was little or no 

opportunity ot eacaping the f'orces that lleld them in precarious circwit

atanc••- Need for occupational guidance and training was evidenced from 

the type ot em.ployment engaged in b7 the mtaerl ty ot young peopl.e wh.o 

were torwne.te enough to be working~ as well aa b;y those who were un .... 

plo,)'84 encl seeking work~ Edueatlonal and sociel. agencies have an ample 

tie]d in the rural e.reea tor eontributing to the deTelopment of the 

young man and women who may have been depr1 ved ot opportunities tor 

pra,ticable experience and adv8lleem.ent. 
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Part1o1pation in pu.rpoaive groap activities was noticeably abaent 

8.DlODg the you.th in these •emples. Such participation is 8J1 import.snt 

aspect of rural 11te in,,.•mu:ch e.e 1 t eerTes s.• a .measure ot tranaeende:ace 

ot the grrup on:i- the 1D41Tid\l8l.. It is alao an index of aceulturation, 

ot social 1ntera-ot1on, aad ot the mitigation of payello-aoeiaJ. 1aolation. 
I 

Some nreau &t s'timll.ating inteest iJ'l .grou.p aat1v1t1ea emong youth, ae 

well as th• dev•lopm.ent ot new forma ot social pert1c1p~t1on aeems to be 

neoeaaery 1a formulating a re.covery program tor rural CGll'IJllmi ti.ea in 

Oklehcae.. 

: (") 
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