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Chapter 1
Introduetion

Importanes of One-Room Sohools. Seveamteen per
cent! of all the sehool ehildren in the United States
attend one-room sehools. In 1930 there wers 157,3401
one-room sehools in the forty~eight states. There wers
31362 one-teacher sshools in Oklahoma in 1930, FPewnece
gounty had forty-two.3 It is important that this type
of sshoal be given ecnsiaoxation in our present day
educational program. Every loeal distriot has its own
problems $o solve. But there are meny prineiples in
rural edueation that apply o all the sshools. We
need rural trainéd teschers, regular and efficient
supervision, umselfish sitizens to serwe on sehool
boards, and some plﬁn to inform the patrons of sehool
needs and edusational standards.

Some oonsideration has bsen given by ocur leaders in
edusation $o the importanse of the one-$sacher sehool.
More time and effort should be directed tniard improving
the rural school of today'whothof it is small or largs.

The National Education Association realizes the

value of the one-room sehool in an article published in

l. W. H. Gaumnitz, U. S. Bureau of Education Bulletin
No. 34, 1930, p. 6.

2. Brookings Institution, Bulletin, Organization and
. A@ministration of Oklahoma, 1935, p. 19.

3. Oklshoma State Department of Fducation, Bulletin
110-a, 19830, p. 127.



1933. A few sentences from the article follow:

"¢ must not let the hope of future son-
solidation affect the eduecational welfare of the
echildren now in $he one-room sehocls. Further-
more, some of us ere not yet g¢onvimeed that in
spite of the dertain cbvieus advantages of the
larger school, it is impossidle under favorabdble
conditions So make the Oone~teacher sehcol an
equally effective agamey for the first six grades."4

The United Ststes Buresu of Elucation has the fol-

lowing to say:

*Modern educational ideals are realizable even
in cne-tsacher schools, given appropriate curricula,
and equipment, $eachers and terms such as are
thought acceptable in standard schools of other
types. 8Sinee we have some four and a half million
children each year in one-teacher schools in the
United States, and there are likely to continue
to be millions in sush sshools for many years %o
come the demand that we leave no stone unturned
%0 make the one-teasher ssheol an effisient edu-
eational sgeney where and as long as we have it."d

Us J. Hoffman points. out:

"Experience in eondueting rural schools
along progressive lines has demonstrated that
they can be equal to the best. The great need
is for teachers who have a ¢lear understanding

- of the teaching and lonrniggipraccason, and who
a

possess $he dourage and in tive to break away
from $radition and do what under the peculiar
oircumstances is rsesonabdle,"6

.‘.

6.

J«. B. huttoriarth, Organization of Curriculum for
One~Teache: Sohools. N. E. A. Bulletin, February,
1833, Department of Rural Rdusation, p. 4.

F. W. Dunn, A Rural Currioculum, Rural School Leaflet
No. 40, U. S. Bureau of Rdueation, p. 4.

U. g. Hoffman, Modernized Teaching in Rural Schools,
pl L
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It is to the interest of every citizen in the nation
to support a program of progress in our rural schools.
People in the United States are on the move. It is un-
usual for one to die in the same community where he was
born. It is also rather unusual for one to live a
natural span of years in a community where he received
his education. The effects of an eduestional program of
any community may be felt over the entire nation. Our
schools help the homes and churches to produce good eiti-
zens or by negleot to produce the society parasites.

Edueators will agree with the Sociologist on the
following:

»Children are the most significant feature

of rural families: in faect, they are the most

distinguishing thing about rurel society itself.

The country produces ehildren; the eity consumes
them."7

7. Brunner and Kalb, A Study of Rural Soeiety, p. 27.




Results of Some Previous Studles of One-~-Room Scheols

The country docetor has moved to town but we still
have the country school teacher who would like to move
into town. It is importent to cbserve aome information
gathered from various studies throughout the nation con-
cerning the rural teacher and his school. Acscording to
figures from the Bureau of Edueation the teacher of a
one-room school has a term that averages 150 days.e
Practiceally all the larger aohbola have had a regular
nine month term while some have had a term of ten months.

A great number of the teachers secure their first
experience at expense of rural children in the one-room
school. If the experience proves successful they general-
ly secure a teaching position in a larger system. A
few successful ones remaln in the rural one-teacher
school because of the missionary spirit or because the
school is convenient to some other interests.

Thirty-seven per cent® of the teachers in the one- .
room school have prepared for other fields of teaching.

Twenty-three and one-half per centlo of all teachers

of one-room schools are twenty years of age or younger.

ia. W. H. gaumnnitz, Availability of Public-School Edu-
:ation in Rural Communities. U. S. Bulletin No. 34,
930, p. 8.

9. abel Carney, Pre-Service Preparation of Rural Teachers.
T3acheis College Record, Nov. 1932, Vol. 34, p. 113.

10. Newton Edwards, Editorial Comment, Elementary School
Journal, November, 1932, p. 173.
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It is estimated that ome-thirdll of the teachers of
one-room schools leave each year for other fields of work
and are succeeded by raw recruits,

No doubt the excessive turnover is due largely to
the low salaries. In 1921-22 the average salary for a
teacher of a one-room school was $735, while the average
salary of a teacher in the town school was $1,140.12
One cannot expect teachers to remain in the small rursl
school when salaries are better in the larger schools.
Rural people work long hours and receive little remunera-
tion for their labors, As a result they hesitate to pay
suitable salaries to teachers. Too often rural teachers
are employed because they are willing to teach for less
money than other applicanta. Other factors need be con-
sidered as suggested by Newbury:

"Farmers sometimes suppose that young men

and women are fitted to teach because they have

assimileted knowledge gained in high sshool. It

i2 just as reasonable %o assume that those who

have eaten farm products are thereby fitted for

farming as that those who have assimilated of

high sghool grade are thereby fitted to teach. .

. « The average farmer needs to understaend that

the imperting of knowledge and the shaping of

the character of his shildren are tasks requiring
skill,"13 _

1l. N. L. Sims, Flements of Rural Sociology, p. 488.
12. 1Ibid., p. 490.

13, Maud C. Newbury, Supervision of One-Teacher Schools,
U. S. Bureau of Edueation Bulletin No. 9, 1923, p. 3.




More is expected of the teacher in the rural one-
room school than of teachers elsewhere. The duties of
an executive, Jjanitor, teacher, and soe¢ial worker are all
a part of his regular daily obligaticns. A detailed study
of what is expected of rural teachers was made by Verne
McGuffey, in which he concludes:

"We have evidently sueceeded in pointing

out some eighty or more activities which

teashers of one-room sehools must be prepared

to undertake if they are to succeed. It is

thus evident thet on a least one-hundred of the

fitems in our 1list there is general agreement

among teachers themselves that the activity belongs

to the job of the teacher in the one-room rural

school,."14

Bxoellent results cannot be expected from the small
rural school with its short term and underpaid, inexperi-
enced, youthful teachers. Yet we have evidence that
favorable results are obtained in many instances.

The eighth grade pupils from 135 eonsolidated schools
were compared with similar pupils of 374 one-teacher
sochools in the subject of reading. These schools were
seleocted from twenty states in the union. The study
was made by Timon Covertld who reached the following

conelusion:

14. Verme MoGuffey, Differences in the Activities of
Teachers in One-Teacher Schools and of Grade
Teachers in Cities, Contribution to Education No.
346, 1929, Teachers College, New York, p. 62.

15. Timon Covert, Educational Achievements of One-Teacher
and of Larger Rural Schools, U. S. Bureau of Educa-
tion Bulletin No. 15, 1928, p. 4.




Rate Comprehension
Consolidated Schools 102.5 23.6

One~Teacher Sehools 5.8 21.7

The eonsolidated schools show higher scores in both
rate and comprehension. This 1s to be éxpected for in
the eight years the larger aohools.probably had eight or
nine months of school. Rowever the difference is not
great and the small rural schools compare favorably with
the consolidated schools when we take into consideration
the possible time allotted for class work by each.

Another study by Timon Covertl® compares large and
small schools from eight states in three basiec subjects.
From the bar graphs we observe that the one-teacher
schools had 25§% of the high scores in reading, 10.7% of
the high scores in arithmetic, and 19.4%4 of the high
sgores in spelling. This shows that some of the small
rural schools are doing creditable work. No explanation
is given by Timon Covert for excellent work in part of
them, but it is probably due to more experiemced and
better qualified teashers.

On page six of the same bulletinl? the results of a
study in Indlana is given. GCraph No. 2 shows the results
reached. A comparison of eighth grade pupils in all

types of sehools was made in the subjeet of reading.

16. Ibid., p. 21.
17. 1Ibid., p. 6.
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Comparison of Median Scores of Pupils in Large
and in Small Rural Sehools in Eight States.

The results indicated that the larger the school the
better the score. There was a difference of only one
grade between the mmallest rural school and the large
eity school. If we take into consideration the aif-
ference in sghool term, class periods, library facilities,
leisure time, we should look for & wider mergin than
is shown.

A number of teating results from Oklahoma are given

in the same bulletin.l® From the graphs we learn that

180 Ibid. ? ppc 10-141




Graph No. 2

One-Teacher Schools | 6.5
Two-Teacher Schools l 6.8
Three-Teacher Schools ] 6.8
Four-Teacher Schools | 6.5
Five-Teacher Schools | 6.8
Six-Teacher Schools | 6.9
Town Schools L 7.0
City Schools I 7.5

Grade Equivalent of Eighth Grade Pupils in
Reading Achievements from Indiana.

Graph No. &

=
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%
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Eighth Grade Testing Results in Oklahoma
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the one-teacher schoole lead in arithmetic and handwriting.
The larger schools are only 2.7 points ahead in spelling.
Only the eighth grade pupils are included.

In 1627 the State Superintendent's offisce in I11li-
noisl? prepared a worthwhile schedule for the one-teacher
school. This program is given here with the hope it may
be of value to teachers in oﬁr own state. The directed
study feature and the combining of classes deserves
special attention. There are two principal groups with
four grades to eash. The classes are combined frequently
to save time. There is a definite duty for each pupill
every minute of the day. All reatureé of the school are

ineluded somewhere in the program.

19. F. G. Blair, Cirscular No. 219, Illinois State Depart-
ment of Edueation, 1927, pp. 7-9.
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Table I
Diagram of the Program for a One-Teacher School

Forenoon Program

: : Instruction--
Begin. Time, Subjects 013953’ iolass or directed study

15
10

; Greeting pupils
General : all Singing, stories, read-
4 : ing, current events,
: : nature study

8: 45
9: 00

B8 29 44 g8 88 48

e

9:10 : 20 : Reading 5 6, 7,8: Directed study to class
that will not have alass

at 10 o'eloek

P8 =4 38 B0 aw 44 8l &w »
s

8: 30 30 1l and 2, class instrue-
tion daily; 3 and 4,

olass or directed study

Reading 51.2,3,4

& 0% se8 @e s
4 88 %% =8 3o s

49 an se g4 o8 44 v ad

10:00: 15 : Reeading Class instruction to
- $ 2 : those who did not re-
3 : ' ceive di rected study
at 9:10

o
‘Ol
~3
0

Class instruction in
each subject on alter -~
nate days

s 28 ae .

10:15: 15 : Writing

Spelling

"

all

10:30;: 10 all - Physicel training amd

games

5,6, 7,8; Class instruetion to
those that willl not have
class at 11:30

"8 sd S84 S5 PR SF A% &8 2

% me % 8 gu we

O

% #m BB 49 4% w4 88 8N

10:40: 20 : Arithmetiec

a4 aa

e a8 sa

30 1 snd 2 reading end num-
bers as desired; 3 and 4

class or directed study

11:00 Reading and:

Arithmetic :1,2,3,4

Arithmetic :5,6,7,8 : Class instruction to
those that did not have

directed study at 10:40

11:30: 30

® ad B & 8Y o0 S AT 49 NS B4 4% T 4% % YV S84 W

“% B 1S 98 4% 9% % e ew

& g0 &% 98 48 &% g4 ST aw

a8 a8 +4 e
-

s

12:00; 45 :  Noeon Lunch and organized
: :Intermission: all : play
: s 1 H

Illinois Stete Department of Education Circular No. 219,
1927, ¥. G. Blair.




Afternoon Program for
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Table I {continued)

a One-~-Teacher Sehool

Inutruotion--

Begin, Time, Subjects . Classes ;class or directed study
12:45; 20 ; Qrammer  :5,6,7,8 : Directed study to those
s S : : that will not have class
- : at 1:30
1:05: 10 : Reading end: : 1. Reading daily
: : Language :+ 1, 2 : 2. Reading and language
: s s on alternate days
1:15; 15 ; Language ; 3, 4 ; 3, 4 may be combined.
: H : : If not combined, give
3 : 3 : directed study $o each
: : s oOn alternnte days.
1:30; 30 ; Language : ; clals 1natruntion to those
3 : and Grnmnar 5,6,7,8 : that did not have di-
: s : rected study at 12:45
2:00: 30 : Phyaiology H : A helf yeer in each or
3 : and Civies :5,6, 7, 8: on alternate days; class
s s $ : or directed study
2:30; 10 ; Rest ; all ; Physieal training and
3 3 3 T games
2:40; 20 ;conatrnotion- : l, 2, eonstruction work
: :and Nature :1,2, 3, 40 daily; 3, 4, nature
: : Study : study daily
3:00; 30 : History :5,6, 7,8: Classes to be eombined.
: 5 2 . Have class or directed
2 : 3 study as desired.
3:30: 30 ; Geography -5 6, 7, 8 Olasses ¢an be advanta-
: 2 : geously combined. Have
s s ¢+ elass or directed study
: ¢ : as desired.
4:00:  : Dismissal : :

Illinois State Department of Education Circular No. 219,
1927, F. G. Blair.
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The one-room school has a definite function in our
educational system. Many of our leading educators see
its value and are giving considerable study to make them
an effiecient unit in the state and netional programs.
With all the handieaps of short terms, low salaried
teachers, and poor equipment, the one-teacher schools
are doing a;fective work in many parts of our country.
This has been shown by testing programs throughout the
nation. With special attention by many leading educa-
tors to daily progrems, npecigl training of rural teach-
ers, and securing finances for a regular school temm,
we may expect to see the small rural school function more
effeotively in the future than it has in the past.

Origin of the Present Study

Sinee 1914 the writer has been directly associated
with the sehools of Pawnee County. He has had opportunity
to observe the results of the different types of schools.
There seemed to be little difference in the larger schools.
But a great gontrast was apparent in the results of some
of the one-teacher schools. Two such schools in the east
end of the county show desided differences in results in
the number of eighth grade graduates. The schools are in
ad joining distriets between the Cimarron and Arkansas
rivers and both are located in an agricultural section
produeing cotton, corn and legumes as the prineipal crops.
From early ehildhood the writer has observed the results




14

of the two schools. He has often desired to know the
real cause for the great difference. This desire has led
to the present study.

Purpose
It is not the purpose of this study to justify the

small rural schools. The writer believes in consolida-
tion where local conditions permit this type of school
organization. '

First, one object of the study is to show that the
one-room school can be efficient if it has the proper
support of the patrons.

Second, the writer hopes to learn the reel reason why
one school succeeded in graduating more than six times as
many from the eighth grade as the neighboring school.

Third, the writer hopes to offer some definite
suggestions that will be helpful in making the one-room

school more efficient.

The Ssope of the Study
District 58 and Distriect 59 in Pawnee County are
eompared finasncially and educationally for a period of

fifteen years.

Data
The data were secured from county records at Pawnee,
from the teachers of the one-room schools studied, and

from the patrons of the two districts.
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Chapter II
Deseription of the Sochool Districts

People

In both districts we find practieal farmers making
up almost one hundred per cent of the population. There
are no professional people living in either district.
All residents of both districts are members of the white
race and with one or two exnaptipns native born Americans.

The two districts ars a part of the Cherokee Strip
which was opened for settlement in 1893. Most of the
original settlers have died or moved to other locations.
In both districts we find a few people who have been
residents since the year of the opening.

Area

The two districts are almost equal in area. District
58 has an area of 5.8 square miles and District 59 hes an
area of 5.6 square miles. This shows District 58 has
around 120 acres more than District 59. For all practiecal
purposes we think of the two distriets as having the same
area.

Location

Both districts are located in the east snd of
Pawnee County on Highway 64, Township 20, North; Range
9 East.

The Arkensas River is the boundary line on the north
for District 58. The greater part of the north line of
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0klahomsa

County,

__Pawnee

gEo

Twp..20 11, Range

FORM 106—Township Plat—In stock and for sale by Triangle Blue Print & Supply Co., Tulsa, Okla.

Tll_“.."JJ'I
T T
“ _u o — AN I S T S
: 0 : Y ; "
: | i e : :
..... bsdieerila ol L8l bbb b Julil 1 T P, [ o L e
| 9 ; [
..................... . --..--%i LI L WO\ M_ =
A N
N
............................. det N
® 4 _ = # 8N =
T m 9 \
......... U SN WO S Y N - » \ " -
* t o2 & 8 82—
i I / Al
" + \ i ._
. o | i
w | . e 3 8
- A
\__-
[
© = H o, 3 P~

Man

h

Location and Areas of the Two Districts




17

District 5% is within one-half mile of the same river.
with the exception of a distance less than a mile, the
Cimarron River is the south line for both districts.

Topography
A mountain-like ridge of hills rises abruptly from
the narrow valley of the Arkensas River. The land then
slopes gradually to the Cimarron River which is two and
one-half $o three miles farther south. The surface 1is
uneven and broken by ridges and deep ravines due to

erosion of the sandy soil.

Type of Farming
Cotton end corn have been the principal crops since
the sod uah broken for cultivation. Other orops include:
fruits, sorghums, and legumes. Hogs, eattle and poul try
are raised to some extent by most farmers. In general,

the farmers have been fairly sucecessful.
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Chapter III
The Problem

Table II shows the number of pupils receiving
eighth grade diplomas from 1922 to 1938 inelusive. The
total for Distriet 58 is six and the total for District
59 is thirty-eight. Omly in three years out of the
fifteen year period d4id the state grant diplomas to the
pupils from Distriet 58. In the same fifteen year period
the state granted diplomas thirteen different years to
pupils from Distriet 58. l

Table II
Number of Eighth Grade Pupils Receiving Diplomas
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Why, in the fifteen year period, did thirty-eight
lpu@ila in District 59 complete the state prescribed
eourse of study for eighth grade pupils when only six
in District 58 sompleted the course? In order to attempt
a satisfactory explanation the writer has collected in-

formation from the county records, made an inventory of
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the school equipment and supplies of each distriect, and
secured other valuable information from the school patrons

of the two distriocts.
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Chapter IV
Tabulation and Analysis of Date

Location of Buildings
Each building is centrally loeated. There is no
advantage in this respect to pupils of either disitrict.
A chureh dbuilding is located near the common boundary
line. People from both districts can come to the place

of worship conveniently.

Valuation

The assessed valuation of District 58 was highest
in 1922 and lowest in 1933. There was a decline of
$79,281 in valuation or a 4rop of 61%. The highest
valuation for District 59 was in 1923 and the lowest in
1935. The difference was $57,540 or a 57% drop.
District 58 had an assessed valuation of $4021 to $39,580
above District 59 during the fifteen years.

The table on valuation shows that District 58 was
more able financially to support an efficient school
than District 59.
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Table IIX

Assessed Valuation

Sehool Term:District 53:Distriet 69: Difference
1921-22 : §129,6056 : $95,885 $33, 745
1922-23 : 129,610 : 0,930 : 39, 580
1923-24 : 108,130 : 99,475 8, 6556
1924-25 : 104,915 97,106 7,810
1925-26 : 103,428 97,105 6,323
1926-27 : 101,884 968,762 : 5,122
1927-28 : 102,576 : 98,858 4,021
1928-29 : 103,428 94,870 8,758
1929-30 99,495 89,163 10,332
1930-31 : 94,586 0,164 4,402
1931-32 84,127 82,328 1,799
1932-33 66,133 54,247 11,886
1933~-34 54,233 46,422 . 7,811
1934-35 : 56,242 : 47,365 8,877
1936-36 : 50,329 : 41,938 8,391

Table IV
General Fund Levies in Mills
:District:pistrict: DIiff. in favor of

Se¢hool T‘mz 58 . 59 . 58 59
1921-32 5 3 & H o : 0
1922-23 6.6 : 12 : - 5.4
1923-24 4 + 14.6 s 7.6
1984-25 : 7.5 : 11.7 s 4.2
1925-26 : 7.5 ¢ 1l.7 2 4.2
1936"2? : 5.1 H 6-5 rt H lu‘
1927-28 2.8 : 15 : : 1l2.2
1928-89 : 4.9 : 12 : : 9.k
1929-30 : 7.9 : 15 : . 7.5
1930-31 7.5 :+ 11.7 : : 4.2
1931-32 7.8 : S.4 s 1.8
1932-33 6.5 : 14 s : 7.8
1033-34 2.7 : 9.8 s 6.9
19034-35 3.9 : 8.1 : : 4.2
1935-36 3.9 : l.4 : 2.5 :

22
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General Pund Levies

The voters in District 59 voted higher levies
thirteen different years than did the voters in District
98, One year the levies were the same. The last year
of the study shows a higher levy for District 58. This
is undoubtedly due to the Primary Aid Law. Distriet 58
did not meet the state requirements rb; participation
while District 59 received the benefits of the state
money. Just onee did District 58 vote more than half
of 1limit permitted by law. Distriget 59 voted above the
halfway mark eleven different years.

The table on levies shows that voters in Distriect
59 were more liberal im their support of the school.
The voting of higher levies indicated they were thinking
in terms of an effective program. It also indicates
a better attitude toward schocl problems. In reading
the table on levies one can imagine he hears the voters
of District 58 talking high taxes and the voters of
District 59 talking about teacher qualifications and
more supplies for school.

The voting of the necessary levy to raise required
money for sehool is an important factor in determining
the resulss of school.

Yotes on the Levy
There are no records showing number of votes on

levy until 1930. Table V gives the number against the
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levy and the number for the levy for a period of seven

years. Even the low levies met strong opposition part

of the time in Distriet 58. Only one copposing vote

was recorded in District 59 during the seven year period.
Table V plainly shows that District 58 has more

voters opposed to spending money for schools. Good

schools must have support, not opposition. The expressed

opposition to the levy would be a fastor in services

expected by the school progranm.

Table V
Votes on the Levies

. District BB : Distriet 59
Year . por :Against: JFor :Against

.
-

1930 : 4

: o g 0

1931 : g 7 s 10 : 0
19832 11 4 31 0
1933 - 27 0o 20 0
1934 - 21 0 14 0
1935 : 12 o 19 s 4
1936 : 24 e 12 0
Totel : 108 : 13 : 115 : 1

Appropriations

Most of the money appropriated for schools during
the fiftctn year period came from the levy voted by the
school patrons. From Table VI we observe that for four-
teen years out of the fifteen, District 59 appropriated
more money than Distriet 58. The appropriation in Dis-
trict 58 exceeded the appropriation of pDistrict 59 for
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the term of 1928-29. During the period of fifteen years
Distriet 59 appropriated $5564 more than its neighboring
district.

Since good schools cost more money than poor schools
we conelude that the appropriations would bs a deciding
factor in determining the results.

Table VI
Appropriations
Sehool Term;his;gietzbiaggict; Digg. 1? fa;gr of

1921-22 : § 996 : $ 1561 : : § 565
1922-23 1200 : 1281 : s 81
1923-24 1300 : 1870 : : 570
1924-85 1136 : 1575 : 3 439
1925-26 1404 : 1740 : 2 336
1926-27 1443 : 2227 : H 784
1627-28 1145 . 1788 : : 640
1928-29 : 1860 : 1710 : 150

1929-30 : 1068 : 1604 : & 536
1930-31 : 939 1830 : g 581
1931~-32 975 . 1370 : & 395
1932-33 707 : 1016 : e 309
1933-34 523 : 750 : s 227
1934-35 630 : 837 . : 207
1935-86 758 809 : 54
Total : $16081 : $21665 : $150 : $5734

Length of Term

The length of term has been the same in both
districts, Eaeh district has voted only one term of
nine months, All other terms have been eight months in

lmgth.




Table VIIX
Number of Months for Each Term

School Term: Distrioct 58 : District 59

L]
»
Ld
.

1921-22
1l922-23
1923-24
1924-25
1925~-86
1986-27
1927-28
1928-29
1928-30
1930-31
1931 -32
1932-33
1933-34
1934-35
1935~-36
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45 99 as ¥ e
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Table VIIIX

Enumeration

Year fDistrioi:Biifbict- Diff. in favor of

: 58 2 59 e 88 : 59
1922 48 ¢ 48 s 0 . 0
1923 87 H 48 2 19 s
1924 82 : 85 s - 3
1925 57 : 52 : L] :
1926 : 38 : 53 2 H 15
1927 68 s 4] : 2 s
1928 . 58 : 70 H : 12
1929 : 61 s 60 : : :
1930 B3 : 58 : H 5
1931 60 : 64 : 2 4
1932 64 s 62 : 2 :
1633 59 : 81 : : 2
1934 88 : 88 : 0 s 0
1935 49 : b6 s H 7
1936 49 : 85 : H 16
Average : 57 s 59 : : 2
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Enumeration

Over the fifteen year period there is a difference
of only two in the average number of pupils enumerated.
Three different years show a wide margin in the enumera-
tion figures. The wide range in each district is due
to the high percentage of tenants. There was no differ-
enge two years, five years Distriot 58 hed the greater
number, and sight years there wers more in District 59.

The average difference of two is not sufficient
margin to give District 59 any materisl advantage in
the number of graduates from the eighth grade.

Enrolliment

with both districts heving practically the same
enumeration, one would expect to find very little
difference in the number enrolled. For some reason
there is eonsiderable difference in the enrollment when
one takes into consideration the fifteen year period.
Only one year 4o we find the enrollment the same, for
three years Distriet 58 had the greater number and Dis-
trict 59 had the greater number for eleven years. The
table shows an average difference of thirteen for the
time of study in favor of Distriot 59.

Pupils cannot advance in school work while parents
keep them away from their studies. The difference in
enrollment would be an important element in determining

the number of graduates.
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Table IX
Enrollment

sDistrict;District: Diff. in favor of
88 59

School Term, : . 88 59
3 1 : :
1921-22 65 ¢ 58 H 7 s
1922-83 30 H 80 : 30
1923-34 ) s 59 H ¢ 6
1924-25 42 : 55 - : 13
1925-86 6o t 71 : . S
19286-27 17 3 63 : : 48
1987-28 . 26 H 75 3 49
1928-29 30 H 99 : 3 29
1929-30 53 . 83 . 2
1930-31 56 3 54 H 2 :
1981-32 43 55 s 12
1032-33 45 : 45 : 4] : 0
1933-34 S0 : 47 H S 3
1934-35 41 : &4 s : 3
1935-36 36 : 45 3 : 9
Average 4 56 3 13
Attendance

In Table X we find that there is a great variation
in the average daily attendance. The range in Distriet
68 is from eleven in 1927-28 $0 30 in 1631-32. The atten-
dance iz below 25 for seven years and below 15 for three
years. In District 59 the lowest is 20 and the highest
is 37. Only one year 4id Distriet 58 exceed District 59
in average daily attendance. Over the fifteen years there
was an average difference of elght in favor of District
59. The average daily attendance is 38% of the average
enumeration and 51% of the average enrollment for Distriet
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For District 59 the average daily attendance is 51%

of the average enumeration and 53% of the average enroll-

ment.

tion in District 58 and 949 for the ad joining distriet.

average daily attendance would affect the number of

The average emrollment is 75% of average emnumera-

graduates from the eighth grade,

Table X

Average Dally Attendance

We oan readily see that the great difference in

Sehool Teruin*'ggi'*

Distriet
59

i

piff. in favor of
58 : 59

1921 -82
19822-23

1923-24

1924~-25
1985-26
1986-27

1927-28

1928~-89
1929-30
1930-31
1931-32
1932-33
1933-34
1984-335
1935-36

Average
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Tenure
Letters are used to designate the different teachers.
During the fifteen year period District 59 employed eight
teachers with averags tenure of 1.9. District 58 employed
seven teachers with an average tenure of 2.1. In this
phase of the study the adventage is in favor of District
58.

Table XI

Teagcher Tenurs

Sehool Term:Distriect 58:Distriot 59

.

1921-22
1928-283
1923-24
1924-25
1925-26
1928-87
1927-28 .
1928-29
1929~30
1930-31
1931-328
1932-33
1933-34
1934-35
1935-36

=% 20 &0 B8 @

"% &9 8 8T B8 84 W
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Certirication

It is important to secure rural teashers with the
best possidble qualifications. The many community duties
and the regular school work tax the energy of the strong-
est. From Table XII we observe a great difference in the
esortificates of the teachers employed by the two districtis,
One hae selected largely teachers with county certifi-
cates while the other, with two exceptions, preferred to
choose teachers with state certificatea. The teacher
with poor qualifications is generally willing to teach
for less money., From all indications District 58 em-
ployed teachers with the idea of saving a few tax dol-
lars.

The better qualified teachers are more able to
inspire the boys and girls to secure an education, they
are more able to give the necessary guidance, and they
are more capable to explain the daily problems. The
certificates of teachers in District 59 indicate much
better qualifieations. In this respect Distriot 59 had
a decided adventage over District 58.

Saleries
The salary schedule was more regular and higher in
District 56. From Table XIII one might conclude that the
school board of Distriet 58 mede an effort some years

to secure teachers who were willing to work for low




Table XII

Kind of Certificates

32

Sehool Term: Distriet 88 : District 59
1921~-22 : Coundy First : State Life
1922~-23 : County Second : State Life
1983-24 : County Second : State Life
1924-25 : County Seoond : State Life
1925-26 : County Seeond : 2-year State
1926-87 : County Sesond : R2-year State
1929-28 : County Second : County First
1928-29 : Coumty Second : Btate Life
1929-30 : County First :State Temporary
1980-31 : Cowmty Third : County First
1831-32 : County Third : State Life
1932-33 : gtate Life : State Life
1933-34 : State Life : State Life
1934-35 : Qounty Third : State Life
1935~-36 : State Life : State Life

Table XIII

Salaries Paid During the Fifteen Year Periocd

:Distrist:District: piff. in favor of

Sehool Term. ™ g5 . 59 . 58 : 59
l921-22 : $125 : §180 : ¢ : § 25
1922-83 : 125 : 125 : 0 : 0
1923-24 : 1256 : 185 : 0 : 0
1924-25 : 100 ¢+ 1288 : : 25
1925-86 : 100 ¢ 110 3 - 10
1926-27 : 100 : 110 : : 10
1927-28 : 100 s 125 H : 25
1928-29 : 100 1 185 H s 25
1929-80 : 115 : 1285 : : 10
1930-31 : 118 : 110 : 5 3
1931-32 : 100 : 125 3 H 25
1932-33 80 : 100 : : 50
1933-34 : 55 3 80 : : 25
1934-35 66 80 : : 15
1935-36 : 80 - 85 : : 5

Average : §$ 97 : §113 $ 16
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salaries. Every public servant can do and will do
better work when well peid. Low saleries generally ac-
eompany poor educational qualifications, whieh in turn
are likely to result in inefficient service.

Only one year out of the fifteem did Distrioct 58
pay the higher salary. The lowest salary paid by this
district was $50 per month and the highest was 1285
dollars. The lowest salary in District 59 was $80, and
the highest was $150.

There is not a great difference batween the salaries
paid by the two districts. The average monthly difference
is sixteen dollars, mot mueh, but probably suffiecient
%o help make the difference betwsen an efficient teacher
and an inefficient one.

It is highly probable that the lower salaries paid
by Distrioct 58 were azm important element in bringing

about the unfavorable results.

Taxable Property
The assessed value of public service property is
practically the same for both distriets. Real estate
is the main source of ad valorem revenue. Distirict 58
leads in both real estate and personal property.
Neither distriet receives any material advantage from

eorporations.
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Table XIV
Nature of Taxable Property for 1936

: Personal : Real : Publieo

: Prqgcrgz_: Eatate : Service : Total
Distriot 58: $5,775 : $37,008 : $7,546 : $50,329
pistrict 89; 3,589 ; 50,745 | 7,664 | 41,938

Mortgages

There are 3712 aeres in District 58. Seventeen
per cent is state school land. Thirty-six per cent is
mortgaged. If we deduct the state land whieh cannot
be mortgaged, the area mortgaged then becomes forty-
three per cent.

District 59 has 3584 acres. Eilghteen per cent is
school land. Twenty per cent is mortgaged or twenity-
four per cent if the school land is deducted.

District 58 is greater by 128 aores and has 800
acres more mortgaged land.

Do people with mortgaged homes worry more about
taxes then those with homes free from encumbrance?

If they do, we may have one reason for the low appro-
priations in Distriet 58. At least mortgages are not

an advantage.
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Home Ownership

In discussing the number of home owners it might
be well to define the term. Home, owner, ascording $o
interpretation in this study, is one who owns in fee
simple or has an inherited interest in the land upon
which he lives.

In Distriot 58, 1240 acres out of 3712 are farmed
by owners. This figures 33% for land owners and shows
that 674 is farmed by tenants. Land owners in District
59 farm 880 acres in the 3884 or 25%, leaving 75% under
control of tenants. The 1930 census20 figures give the
tenancy in Oklahoma as 61.5% and for Pawnee County 59.9%.
Both districts have a high rate of tenancy.

District 59 has six families that live and own
homes within the district and District 58 has fourteen
such families. There are more than twice as meny home
owners in District 58 as in District 59. One would
expect the community with the greater number of home
owners to be the best supporters of good schools., The
reverse happens to be true aecording to facts and con-

clusions of this study.

20. U. fésgnnsus, 1930, Agriculture Volume 2, Table XII,
pl -
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Mortgaged Homesteads
In each distriect we find fifty per cent of home
owners with property mortgaged. Three out of six in Dis-
trict 59 and seven out of fourteen in District 58 are
the exact numbers. On a percentage basis neither com-

munity has the advantage.

School Boards

Since our state laws give eontrol of schools largely
to local school boards, it is evident that the sehool
will be, to a great sxtent, what the local school board
desires it to be. From Table XV we learn that during
the period covered by this study, District S8 hed ten
different scheol board members, seven of whom were land
owners, all were married men, average tenure was 4.4
years, and the average estimated age was 48 years.
During the same perfiod Distriot 59 had fifteen different
board members, only thres were land owners, fourteen
were married men, one was a bachelor, the average tenure
was three years, and the average estimated age was 42
years.

There are two important differences to consider in
the information about school board members. TFirst,
the board members of District 58 were older. Older
men, with children probably grown, are likely to take
less interest in promoting the school than men with

children in the sehool. It is also true that old men
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should see the value of an education more fully than
young men. It is likely that age of board members had a
retarding influence on the sehool progrem in District 58.
| The second important difference is the percentage
of land owners. Seventy per cent were land owners in
Diatrict 58 and twenty per cent in District 59. One
would naturally think that resident property owners
would support a better school program than tenants. This
etudy shows the opposite to be truaf With the larger
percentage of home owners are associated the low levies
and low appropriations. Considering the facts, it is
easy to conelude that the land owning school board
members of Distriet 58 followed the policy of tax econonmy
at the expense of offering the children of their district
proper and possible school advantages. It is therefore
evident that the attitude of the school board of District
58 was largely responsible for the type of school during
the fifteen year pericd.

An explanation of the above condition may be found
in the following quotation.

*The publie schools belong to the Ameri-

can people and are supported by them. Their

interest and their support will depend to a

great extent upon the information which they

possess a8 to the aotivities and needs of the
publie schools.n®l

2l. Rollo G. Reynolds, Newspaper Publicity for Public
Schools, p. 13.




Data

Table XV--Part 1

District 59

Concerning School Board

Members

Members i At B3 C:D: RB:¥1G: BE: 1I:J:K:L:HNU:2N: O:AVE,
Tenure i2:1:1:8:2:9:8:6:8:8:85:56:1:2:1: 3
Maritel Status : M ; M : M ; ; B : M : M : M : M : M : M : M : M i M : M :
Tenant or Owmer: T: T : T: T: T: T:T:0:T:0:T;O0:T:T:T:
Age--nstimataazw: 35. 80: 40. BO: 65: 40, 45. 40, 40: 35, 35. 40. 50: 40: 42
Sex : M : M : M : M.: M : M i M : M : M : M i M i M : M : M : M i
Land Mortgaged ; E 3 : ; : : :Ybs: :YBB: : No; : ; :
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Table XV~-Part 2
Data Coneerning School Board Members
Distriet 58

Sex

Members t A2 B: G:rD: BE: Fi: G:H: I : J 1Ave.
Tenure : 1 : 1 : 12: i : 3 ; 4 ; 8 ; 10; S : 1 i 4.4
Marital status : M : M : M: M M:M:M:M:M:M:
Tenant or owner: T : T: 0: T: 0:0: 0:0:0:0:

. (3 . .
- » . L g *

70: 50: 40: 50: 50: 40: 45: 50: 48

4 %W 4w 4 e

Age-~Estimated 1 35; 50

. - - - - - .
. - »

" se 24

-

Mt M: M:M:M:M:M:M:M:M:

-
-

Land Mortgaged . 3 Ho; Hogi’ea;Yaa;Yeu; KogYug

District 58-~Data

The figures of Table XVI show that there was no
real reason for the extremely low average daily atten-
dance which occurred three years. The enumeration and
the enrollment were both fairly large during these
three terms. It is likely the trouble was due to a
nfight"™ on the teacher, as both teachers were local
women .

Salaries as a rule have not been too low. The
board has been ineonsistent as to salaries and qualifi-
cations. The lowest salary was paid to s teacher with
a life certificate. The year before the school board
employed a teacher with a third grade county certificate
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for twice the amount paid to the one with a state life
certificate.

There was a sufficient number of children in the
district and the length of term was satisfactory but the
appropriations were too low to provide for anything
except necessities. Very little money could have been
spent for upkeep and needed supplies. From all indications
the expenditure of a few more dollars to provide for help~
ful material eould have changed the entire character of
the school.




Table XVI
Data for District 58

1921-228;: 1922-23: 19025-24: 1924-25: 1020-26; 1926-27: 1927-28

: ! : s : :
Valuation : $129, 605: $129, 610; $108,130: $104, 915: $§103, 428; §101,884: $102,576
t :. : 2 s : H
General Fund Levy H 5 s 6.6 (4 : 7.5 7.8 .1 : 2.8
For the Levy ;NO Rec¢. ; - - v ! SO o il i

=4
!
1
i

2 %F &8 e

Against the Levy : No Reo. :

Appropriations ! § 996 : § 1200 : $ 1300 : § 1136 : § 1404 : $ 1443 . § 1145
Length of Term : 8 ; 8 : 8 : 8 : 8 : 8 : 8
Enumeration : 48 : 67 : 62 : 57 : 38 : 68 : 58
Enrollment . 65 : B0 . 53 . 42 ; 66 ; 17 ; 26
Average Dally Att, : 28 i 28 : 13 i 18 : 26 : 26 : 11
Gth Grade Grsliundes v 1 ¢ 1 3 & g © 1 B8 3 B sz 6
Teacher : & ¢ H i @ § @ i ®© % ¢ B
Certificate ; C. 18t : C. 2nd : C. 2nd : C. 2nd : C. 2nd ; Ce 2nd : C.. €nd
Salary ; $125 : $125 : 8125 : $100 : $100 : $100 ; $100
School Board ! ABC : CDE . CEF . GEFG : T¥GH : FGH :  GHC
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Teble XVI
Data for District 58 (Continued)

-&mmﬂem 15:‘5717575"13531':’7‘
Veluation 310:5428 $99, 495: $54, 556:#84 137-#66 153 $54, 253 §56, 242: $60, 329
General Pund Levy i 4.9 : 7.5 i1 7.6 1 7.8 : 6.5 : 2.7 : 3.9 i 3.0
Votes for the Levy : —— ; - ; 4 9 : 11 : 27 ; 2l : 12
Aainst the Levy i --- i -—- : O i 7 : 4 i ©0 i 0 i 0
Appropriations :11860 ;$1068 :i 93¢ ;# 975 :$ 707 :# 523 E# 830 :# 758
Length of Term 2 8 ; 8 : 9 ; 8 : 8 : 8 8 ; 8
Enumeration : 61 ; 53 : 60 : 64 : 59 : 58 : 49 : 47
Enrcllment : 30 : 53 : 56 : 43 : 45 : S50 : 41 ; 36
Average Daily Att. : 19 : 20 ; 27 ; 30 : 22 : 24 : 27 ; 27
8th Grade Graduates ; 0 ; 0 : 0 : 0 : 1 ; 0 ; 0 : 0
Teacher : B : D i D ; D : E i E i ¥ ; G
Certificate ; C. 24 : C. 1st: C. 3d : C. 34 ; Life ; Life ; c. 34 : Life
salary $ 100 # 115 .$ 115 # 100 s 50 $ 58 ; 65 s 80
School Board : GHC : GHC ; GHC i GHC ; HCI ; HCI ; HCI : HCJ

142 4
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District 59--Data

One is impressed by the high rate of the general
fund levy which generally prevails. This indicates the
people have been willing to exchange tax dollars for
efficieney in the home school. The appropriations have
been high enough to purchase material above the necessi-
ties of a one-room school.

One year the average daily attendance fell materially
below the average for other years. That particular year
the school board employed a teacher who had taught in the
district previously but had been away for one term. In
all probability the low average daily attendance was a
direct result of the board's action in returning the
old teacher. The patrons very likely expressed their
resentment by keeping the children home.

The patrons and school board have proceeded effectively
to secure favorable results. They have voted sufficient
levies to raise necessary appropriations to employ well

qualified teachers and t$o purchase useful supplies.




Table XVII
Data for District 59

11921 -22: 1022-28; 1026-24; 1024-25: 1985-26: 1026-27:1027-28
valuation 595 aas'ago 030: seg 475: $97, 105 197 105~$96 753~¢9& 555

l

General Fund Levy : 5 : 12 : 14.6 : 11l.7: 11.7 6.5 : 15

Votes for the Levy ;No Rac.i e ; - ; - ; —— ] e 5 e

Against the Levy ;Ho Rec.: === ; -— ; - ; - ; gy ; Lo
Appropriations :a 1561 :$ 1281 :O 1870 fg 1575 : s 1740 : § 2287 ;3 1785
Length of Term : 8 3 8 : 8 ; 8 8 : 8 ; 9
Enumeration . 48 : 48 i 65 : 52 i S5 i 66 : 70
Enrollment : 58 ; 60 : 59 : 85 ; 71 : 63 : 75
Average Daily Att. : 37 37 : Sy ; 27 : 34 ; 34 : 33

.8 8% om =% as

8th Grede Graduates : O o : 4 : 1 : B : 0 : 2
Teagher ; A . A ; A ; A ; B ; B ; C

f f f E 32 Year fa Year f
Certificate ' Life : Life : Life : Life *“state ' State :c. 1t
Salary :$150 :$ 125 :$ 135 4126 :$110 :$ 110 :$ 125
Sehool Boarad : ABC : ADE : DEF - DFG : FGH : GHI : HIJ

LY



Table XVII
Data for District 69 (Continued)

1928 89 1929-30: 1930~31: 1931-32 1953-53 1933~ 34 1954-35°1955-56

Valuation  $94, 670. $89, 163; $90, 154-:32 sza ;54,347 $46, 422: $47, 365: $41, 938
Gemeral Fund Levy : 12 : 15 i 11.7: 9.4: 14 : 9.6: 8.1 : 1.4
Votes for the Levy : - : - ; 9 : 10 : 31 ; 20 ; 14 : 19
Acainst the Levy : - : —— : 0 : 0 : 0 ; 0 ; 0 ; 1l
Appropriations # 1710 :$ 1604 :$ 1530 ;& 1370 ;$ 1016 ;# 750 ;# 837 ;# 809
Length of Term : 8 : 8 : 8 : 8 : 8 : 8 i 8 : 8
Enumeration : 60 : 58 ; 64 : 62 ; 61 : &8 ; 56 ; 66
Enrollment 59 i 55 i 54 i1 55 i 45 : A7 . 44 . 45
Average Daily Att. : 20 : 30 : 30 : 29 : 28 : 2 : 30 : 3l
8th Grede Graduates : 1 : 3 ; 2 ; 3§ ; 7 ; 5 ; 2 ; 0
Teacher ! B : D : =T : ¥ : G : @ : & + ®m
Certificate ; Life ; %:ﬁ;? ; é. lst; Life ; Life ; Life ; Life : Life
Salary : $125: $110: $125: $100: $100 : § 80 : & 80 : § 85

s me

School Board . HIJ - HJK : EKF : KFL : FILM : FLN : FLN
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Farm Tenure

One would expeet Table XVIII to show greater tenure
for Distriet 58 because of the greater number of home-
steads. However, the difference between the averages is
negligible. This would prove that the temants of Distriet
58 move more frequently than do the tenants in Distriot
59.

It i3 customary for tenants to move every January
first or renew the 0ld contract. A long term rental con-
tract 18 rare in either district.

Generally we do not expect people who are frequently
moving to be strong supporters of education. In Distriet
5% we find most of the tenants aectively supporting good
schools.

One district has thirty-s2ix families and one has
twenty-seven. Fifteen femilies have lived in the two
districts during the fifteen years. The long tenure within
the district indicates the people have similar ideas in
regard to sshool. The voting on the levy from year to
year would lead one to believe the same.

Sinece there 1s little difference in tenure, it can-
not be an important force in determining educational out-

comes of the home sschool.
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Table XVIII
Number of Families and Tenure

Years 1:2:8: 4:5:6:7: 8: 0:10: 11:12: 13: 14: 15: Total: 4ve.
pistrict 58 a 5.2 e 1 3 1 1 1 z 1 0 o o 10 56 : 7.6
District 59:0:4: 2.3 4:8:1:1:0: 2. 1. 0: 0: 1: 5: 27 : 7.3

Size of Families

It 18 generally argued that the small family has
an educational advantage. No doubt the statement is true
in most individual cases,

In this particular study we find the district with
the largest number of children per family getting better
results educationally. The numerastion records of 1936
list twenty-two families with children of school age in
District 58 and twenty-six in Distriet 59. The average
number of cehildren per family is 2.1 and 2.5, respectively.

Table XIX

Number of Children per Family
from Enumeration List of 1936

No. of Children;l;2:3;4;5;6;7;8! mha‘éﬁﬁim Aramsly

District 58 a a 5 a o: 1 o 0 22 . 47 . 2.

PLEVELON BY  19.6.8: Gilil:0il: 26 5 B6 i 2.6




Sl

Home Factors

District 58 has thirty-six families, 61% have chil-
dren in school, 88% of those at head of family are mar-
ried, three families have radios, 61% subsoribe for a
deily paper, and 374 own automobiles.

District 59 has twenty-eight families, 92% have
children in school, 85% of heads of families are mar-
ried, two families own radios, 46% subseribe for a daily
paper, and 354 own an automobile.

There is one telephone in each district. Both
districts have the same number of widows, widowers, and
bachelors. Thirty-three per cent of the families in
Distriet 58 have children that are too young or too old
to attend school.

Daily papers should be & help. People who read them
have more opportunity to know what other schools are
doing. District 58 has an advantage on this point.

Neither school has an advantage as far as radios are
concerned, as the number is too small to be considered.

The percentage of automobile owners is practically
the same in both districts.

The real advantage for District 59 lies in the 92%
of families with children of school age. We would ex-
peet the parents with children in school to be ready at
all times to do all in their power to bring a good school
to the home district.




Table XX

Home Faetors
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:District:District

Total Number of Families
Families with Children of School Age

Families with no Children of School Age

Head of Family Married
Head of Family--Widow
Head of Fsmily--Widower
Bachelors

Families with Radios
Families with Telephones
Families with Dally Papers
Families with Automobiles

. a8 me =¥

*

&% 44 s as

*d e

a% =

4 44 e s

*

. 88 ; 59
: No.: &5 No.: 4
36 :100: 28 :100
22 : 61: 26 : 92
12: 33 1: 3
32 . 88 24 : 85
2. 5 2: 7
1: 2 1: 3
1: 2 1: 3
3: 8 z: 7
1: 2. 1: 3
22 ¢ 61: 13 : 46
. 37: 10 . 35

: 14

Teéta

The state accrediting tests were given sach sehool

three different years. District 59 was 8 points ahead

the first year, four points the second, and both schools

made the same score the third year.

Table :II

Results of State Accredited Tests

:1033-34; 1954-35: 1035-36

31
31

District 58

24 : 31
District 59 ; 33 : 35
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Club Activities
The 4-F club in Distriet 59 won first honors in the
county twice. The pupils of this district have taken
part in a number of athletic contests for rural schools
and have won first and second honors in the distriet on
several occaaions. ‘The pupils in Distriet 58 have not

been trained in any outside activities.

. Church
A chureh building is nesr the common boundary line.
People from both districts attend the Sunday services

whieh are held regularly.

Equipment and Supplies

The inventory of equipment and supplies shows the
two districts have the same type of heating system.
Both use ordinary large ocoel stoves locatsd near the
middle of the room. There is little or no difference in
the condition of the teacher's desk, lunch cabinet,
ateel lockers, flag, charts, and school bell.

Distriet 58 surpasses in the following:

l. Drinking water. The well with a pump is more
satisfactory than the cistern in District §9.

2. BStorm cellar. Within twenty feet and south of
the building is a well-constructed place of
refuge should a tornado visit the community
during school hours. 8Since the two districts
are in a section frequently visited by terrific
wind storms it is wise to be prepared.

Distriet 59 surrasses in the following:




Se

11.
12.
13.
14.
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Desks for pupils. Both buildings still have a
Tfew of the 0ld style double desks. District 58
has 45 desks, 64% single, and District 59 has
52 desks with 80% of them single.

Blackboard. District 59 has 26 feet more black-
board space and the quelity is much better.

Library. The present teacher of District 358 1is
serving his second term. He is doing everything
in his power to lead the people of his district
to see the value of a library in a schoolroom.

A Tew suitable general reading books have been
purchased, The only readable reference set has
been used until it 18 no longer serviceabls.
There are two sets of enoyelopedia too difficult
for grade children. This district should buy
readable and instructive books.

In District 59 we find more sets of reference
books and all ere suitable for a one-room rural
school. There are more single volumes for gen-
eral reading. The library is much better but
more books should be purchased.

Supplementary readers. There are more sets and
a greater number to the set in District 5¢.

Magazines. 1In District 59 the writer found late
eopies of two leading magazines which were suit-
able. There were no magazines in the neighboring
school.

Maps. Both distriocts have sufficient maps.
District 59 has more sets.

Globe.

Stage Curtain.
Plotures.

Playground equipment.
Primary table.

Piano.

Qut-buildings.

Store~room.
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Table XXIX

Inventory of Eguipment and Supplies

-
»
ansemes.

District 58:District 59

Number of double seats
Number of single seats

Blaeckboard

Condition of teacher's desk

Type of heating
Scresned luneh cabinet

Stesl loocker

Supplementary reader sets

-k

.
-

Suitable sets of reference books

Unsatisfactory reference book sets:

Sets of maps

Suitable globe

Charts

General library books
Primary table

Flag

Stage eurtain
Suitable wall pictures
Thermometer
wWorthwhile magazines
Store-room

Trophies

Hectograph

16 3 10
29 : 42
40 rt. 86 rt.
Fair H Fair

Coal stove: Coal stove

yes 3 yes
yes yes

2 s

1 2

2 :

1 ? 3

no : yes

2 . 2
poor fair

0 . 1

: 3 X
none excellent

2 6

1 s 1

0 2

0 1

0 2-4H

1 : 0




Table XXII (Continued)

o6

:Distric strie
School Bell : 5
Swings 0 4
Teeters 3 $ 0
Basketball court--outdoor g no : yes
Storm cellar 3 good s none
Water supply well eistern
Pieano : borrowed : owned
Out-buildings : unpainted : painted

Grounds

District 59 has one and one-half acres for play-

ground, a basketball court, swings, and room to play

ball. Distriet 58 has one aore for playground, teeters,

and some room to play games.

equipment are in favor of Distriet 59.

Buildings

The building in District 59 is 26 x 36 ft. with

windowe on the two sides.

The duilding in District 58 is 28 x 34 ft. with

windowe on right and back of children.

Both buildings have insufficient window space.

The arrangement of windowe is better for children in

The arrsngement, space, and

District 58. Both buildings have been painted recently.




District 58

Distriet 50

57
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Graduates

A large number of the graduates never attended
school after completing the eighth grade course. They
have not the advantage of a high school education but
they have an advantage over the large number not com-
pleting the common school sourse. In most cases the
parents did all they sculd. Many of the parentis were
tenants with large families.

Surely, the children receiving diplomas represent
the more progressive type of each community. The chil-
dren and parents who did not support the home school
have been unfair to themselves. Youth is the opportune
time for edusation. The parents should realize this more
than the children. The unthinking parents are to blame
when they vote to economize at the expense of edueation.

Only 20% of the 44 graduates have s0 far received
high school diplomas. Others will receive them later as
several are now enrolled. This will give them an added
advantage over those not completing high school. An in-
spiration in the lower grades for more training no doubt
was largely responsible for further preparation. Thus we
see the value of embitious parents and competent teachers.

Twelve out of the forty-four still live in the dis-
trict where they received their eighth grade diplomas.
Several of these will move elsewhere when homes are es-

tablished, high sehool completed, or more favorable




59

positions open for them. One of the older boys has been
a shoe builder in Washington, D. C. Another is a book-
binder in San Franecisco, California. Boys and girls alike
have found their positions in many sections of the country.
The one-room school helped those that labored therein.
Forty-five per ocent of the forty-four have married.
Thelir new homes will likely reflect their educational
training. The new home builders will be better and more
capable citizens as a result of efforts put forth in
the 0ld rural school.
With thirty-two more graduates, District 59 has

done more for the citizens of the state and the nation.
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Table XXIII

Present Dats Concerning Graduates

:Distriet 58:District 59

Total Number of Graduates : 6 38
Number of Boys - 3 3 14
Rumber of Girls : 3 3 24
Boys with High Sehool Diplomas 1 z 3
Girls with High Sechool Diplomas 0 5
Boys in College 3 0 ‘ 1
Boys in High Sohool, 1936-37 0 : %
Girls in High School, 19836-37 : 0 $ 5
Number of Boys Married 3 5
Number of Girls Married 2 g 12
Number of Boyes Living in Town 2 6
Number of Boys Living in Country 1 8
Number of Girls Living in Town 1 *
Number of Girls Living in Country : 2 $ 15
Boys Living in Home District 0 3
Girls Living in Home District 1 8
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Chapter Vv
Summary and Conclusions

Table XXIV

Summary of Important Factors
Distriet Checked (x) where Influence of Factor is Greatest

:District 58:District 59

Rumber of Eighth Grade Graduates : x
Locaticn of Building 1 - ) -
Valuation 3 x

Support of Levy $ % b 4
Appropriations - s x
Length of Term $ - : -
Enumeration 3 = g & .
Enroliment - : x
Attendance $ s x
Teacher Tenure : - . -
Teacher Qualifications - : X
Salary 5 $ x
Publie Service Tax : - . -
Mortgages x

Homesteads x

Mortgaged Homesteads x

School Board Tenure x 3

Land-0wning School Beard

)

]

Greater Age of Sehool Board
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Table XXIV (Continued)

:District 58:pistrict 59

Farm Tenure t - : w
Number of Families : x

Size of Families 4 s x
Families with Sehcol Children - 5 b4
Femilies with no Sehool Children : x

Subseribers to Daily Paper : x :
Families with Radio : - : -
Families with Automobile : - g -
Results of Acredited Tests : 1 x

]

Club Activities
Church 5 - 3 -
Physieal Equipment

Library 3 p 4
Instructional Supplies : 5 x
Playground : : x

Sunmary
Thirty-five faotors are listed in the above table.
As Tar as the writer has been able to determine, ten have
no important material influence on the results of this
study. District 58 has been checked ten times and Dis-
triot 59 has been given fifteen checks. In most cases

the checks indicate favorable influense. Some of the




factors checked show a retarding influence on the pro-
gress of the school.

The chegks given District 59 are for the more vital
factors in determining a sucoessful school. These include
number of graduates, appropriations, average daily atten-
dance, teacher qualifications, salaries, number of families
with children of sechool age, tests, clubs, library, instruc-
tional supplies, and playground facilities.

The favorable factors for District 58 are few in
number. Valuation of taxable property, school board
tenure, and number of subsoribers for a daily paper are
the only ehecks given this distriot that give any material
edvantage. The factors checked whieh indicate unfavorable
influence include: mortgages, land owners, and number of

families with no children of school age.

Coneclusions

The problem of this study is: why did District 59
graduate 38 pupils and Distriet 58 only 8 pupils during
the same period of time?

The findings of this study are based on the data
obtained from the Pawnee County records, from inventories,
and from inquiries. The conclusions follow:

I. Distriet 58 was more able finaneially to support

a school.

a. The assessed valuation of taxable property
was greater.
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I1I. The voters of District 58 emphasized economy.
a. They never voted a high levy.
b. Some even voted against the low levies.

¢. 7Yearly appropriations were %00 low to pro-
vide for an effective program.

III. The echool board of Distriet 58 siressed economy.

a. Salary contracts were extremely and un-
necessarily low a part of the time.

b. They did not provide suffieient library
funds,

6. They 414 not purchase needed instructional
supplies,

IV. The voters of Distriot 59 were more liberal in
their support of the local school.

@é. Levies were higher.
b. Appropriations were larger.

6. Only one vote was recorded against the
levies.

V. The sochool board of District 59 aided materially
in meking an efficient sochool possible.

a. Well qualified teachers were generally
seleocted.

b. They provided money for a library.

¢, They provided money for instructional
supplies.

d. They installed playground equipment.
VI. Pupils in District 58 laeked interest.

a. Enumeration averaged S7

b. Enrollment aversged 43

¢. Daily attendance averaged 22




d.

Only six completed the course.

VII. Pupils in District £59 showed more interest.

a.
b.
c.

4,

Enumeration averaged ©58.
Enrollment averaged  56.
Attendance averaged 30.
Thirty-eight completed the sourses.

VIII. There was a marked difference between qualifi-
cations of teachers.

a.

b.

80% of teaching period was by teachers
with only county certifieates in Distriet
88.

In District 59, 86% of teaching periocd
was by teachers with state certificates.

IX. Tenants were better to support schools than
landowners.

a. 75% of the land in District 59 1s farmed
by tenants.

b. 67% of the land in District 58 is farmed
by tenants.

¢. 80% of school board members in District
59 were tenants.

d. 30% of school board members in District
58 were tenants.

X. Mnally:

a. Fundsmentally, the small number of eighth
graduates in District 58 was due to the
stressing of economy by the patrons of
the district.

b. Better educational results were obtained

in Distriet 59 because the voters provided
the school board with sufficient funds to
employ well qualified teachers and to pur-
chase important supplies.
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Recommendations

l. The eounty or the state should inform the patrons
as to the needs of a rural school.

2. TUnselfish and patriotic people with knowledge
of sehool costs should be selected to serve on the school
board.

3. Enforce the state compulsory attendance law.
The school is maintained to serve the children. Parents
must send them ¢o school.

4. BSelect well-trained teachers. They will cost
more but their leadership is worth the difference.

5. Provide funds to purchase library books, instruc-
tionel supplies, and playground material.




67
Bibliography

Brim, 0. G. Texas Educational Survey Report. 1924.

Brookings Institution. Organization and Administration
of Oklahoma. Bulletin, 19335.

Brunner and Kalb. A Study of Rural Soeiology. Houghton
Miffliin Co., 1835.

Butterweck and Seeger. An Orientastion Course in Fduca-
tion. Houghton Mifflin Co., 1933.

Carney, Mabel. Nationsl Responsibility for the Improve-
ment of Rural Sehools. Proceedings of the National
Edugation Association, pp. 238-243, 1922.

Covert, Timon. Rducstional Achievements of One-Teacher
and Larger Rural Schools. United States Bureau
of Edueation Bulletin No. 185, 1928.

Dunn, F. H. A Rural Curriculum. Rural School Leaflet
No. 40, United States Bursau of REducation.

Edwards, Newton. Editorial Comment. Elementary School
Journal, Kovember, 1932.

Gaumnitz, W. H. Availability of Public Sehool Education
in Rural Communities. United States Bureau of
Education, Bulletin No. 34, 1930.

Hoffman, U. J. Modernized Teaching in Rural Schools;
F. A. Owen Publishing Co., 1933.

Illinois State Department of Education. Flementary
School Standards. Circular No. 289.

MoGuffey, Verne. Differesnces in Aetivities of Teachers
of One~Teacher Sehocls and of Grade Teachers in
Cities. (Thesis). Contridbution to Education Ko.
346, 1929,

Oklashoma State Despartment of E&ueation. PFinances.
Bulletin 1104, 1930.

Rarick, C. E. Selling Rural Education. Proesedings of
the National Education Assoeciation, pp. 827-834,
19% -




- Kezer -



