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BIOGRAPHIES IN THE GENTLEMAN®S MAGAZINE, 1740'S AND 1790'S

CHAPTER' ONE

INTRODUCTION

A men born in 1721 and living his three score and ten years
could have read on firat publication some of the greatest biogra-
phies in English: Roger Norith's remoirs of his brothers, 1742 and
1744; William Mason's "Life of Gray," 1774; Oliver Goldsmith's lives
of Voltaire, 1761, Bolingbroke, 1770, Thomas Parnell, 1770, and Rich=

ard Nagh, 1762; Samuel Johnson's lives in the Gentleman's Magazine,

17%8=54, and the Lives of the English Poets, 1778=81; and James Bose

welll's Life of Johnson, 1791,

It is no wonder that the time is called the great age of biography.

nd and

The writing of lives was "a natural pastime and & national art,
they were turned out by the hundreds by scholars and hack~writers,

clergymen eand friends of the deceased, In his Bibliographical Supple=

ment to The Art of Blography in Eighteenth Century England, Donald A,

Stauffer lists about two thousand biographical works, many of them cole

lections (the seven~volume Biographia Britannia, 1747=66, for instance,

is one item, and John Nichols's Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth

Century, 1812=15, originally issued in 1782, which contained hundreds
of biographical notices, is another), And Stauffer does not even cone
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sider biographies published as articles in periodicels unless they were
also published separately., Even allowing for soms duplication, thou-
sands of men and women wust have had thelr lives writtésn in the century,

A second literary phenomenon of the eighteenth century was the
birth of the magaziye as we know it today, a pericdical publication of
news, essays, reviews, advertisements, illustrations, announcements,
abridgements, letters==which probably does not cover all the contents
of the Centleman's Magazine, first nagazine to achieve great success
and a long publlcation history (until 1907). 1Its populafity was %remen~
douss there wvere several reprintings of early issues before it was ten
years old,

Edward Cave, founder and editor for twenty-three years of the

Gentleran's Mazazine, vas not a sensitive author or dealer with authors,

but he was devoted %o tﬁe wagazine and eager for any contributions that
would please readers, One such was biogravhical articles, ranging in
loength frou a few lines, possibly on a recently executed criminal, %o
twenty thousand wordg, published in instelluents over a period of wonths,
A few brief biographies were published in the lazazine in the early
1770's, but the genre did not becoﬁe a major part of it until Sanuel
Jolnson joined the staff, either full or part~-time, in 1737, In the
next thirteen years he wrote nine of the nineteen biographies in the
magazihe, including 4he longest two, those of the admirals Francis Drake
and Robert 3lake. If the editord headnotes can be trusted, biographies
pleased the readers, who wrote in asking for more, Cave responded with
gtaff~writien lives of men and wouwen exinent in their fields, whether

poetry, werfare, or rebellicn,
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Ealf a century later, under the editorship of John Kichols, readers
were responding not only with letters of piraise but also with biographies

from their own pens. The subjects of Gentleman's Mazazine biographies

of the early 1790's are not exactly obscure~—many are listed in the

Dictionary of Metional Riograohy==but they are not of the cuinences of

the subjects of the 1740's, Rather, they are well-lmown gardeners or
mathematicians, docfors or clergymen, NMany of thess lives were written
for the wagazine in response %o queries from other readers or fronm |
Nichols (usually under a pseudonyu), who vwas collecting lives for his

Literary Anecdotes,

This paper will dewonstrate, through discussions of individual
erticles of the periods 1737-49 and 1750~G4, the changes in subjects,
wurpose, and style thal occurred in the bidgraphical contents of the

Gentlenan's Kazszine in the half-century between the beginning of Johne

son's careor in London and tke publication of his biography, the most
Tamous of the era, I begin with 1737 because Jommson, the major viriter
and subject of bilography in the eighteenth century, contribuled his firs%
1life, that of Father Paul Sarpi, %o the magazine that year, Only five
years of the second deccde are considered because by that time the magae
zine had so expanded that each year required two volumes; %thus, approxi-
mately the sams nuumber of pages in each period is cunsidered,

Thé first section is a survey of critical theory on blography from
the late seventeenth century through 1800, concentrating on the issues
considered important by wajor critics =~ use of personal detail, the
questlon of hovw much o tell, moral value,.use of anecdotes, subjectivity

and truthe-- and a brief consideration of developments in the practice of
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biography outside the magazine, Chapter Two takes up the developuent

of magazines to 1731, when the Gentleumen's Magazine was founded, its

early years, and the careers of the tw uen who were its editors during
the periods discussed here, The third and fourth chapters consist of
discussions of every biogrephy in the megazine in 1737-49 and 1790-4
with regard to style, subject, purvose, and contents, The final chapter

is a short summary of the major differences observed vetween the two

periods,



CEAPTEIR WO
. SURVEY OF EIGHTEENTH~CEITURY BICGRAPHICAL

THSCRY AXD PRACTICE

Criticism dealing with blography as 3 genrs was rare until afte;
about 1750, and even therecafier most comment occurs in introductions and
reviews, The first may be justification of the particular work and the
second may be celored by the reviewer's opinion of the subject; a grain

£ salt is probably eppropriate to either, Rare are critics like Sanuel
Johnson or Vicesiwus Knox, who devote two essays each to the type.

Even vhen a number Qf sentences and paragraphs are plucked frow
letters, reviews, conversations, and prefaces from 1660 to 1800, general-
izations are not easy., To say that late seventeenth~century works tended
to be moralistic and iwpersonal, using Gilbert Burm &'s M:atthew Hale,"
1682, as an example, snd that late qighteenth—century works were full of

anecdotes and personal details, using Soswsll's Life of Johnson, 1791,

would be simple; but Izaak Walton in his Lives, written from 1640 to
1678, like Boswell, strove to present & living man, and Andrew Kippis in

his Lifc of Cook, 1788, like Burnet, considered private actions out of

place in his book, There are also contradictions within a few years be=
tween theory and practice., Thomas Fuller in 1662 felt himself "bound
« o by the rules of charity %o conceal his subjects' faulis, for they

ought "to be buried in their graves with f‘orgetf‘ulness."1 A few years

5



6
later, however, Burnst went out of his way to detail the excesses of
Lord Rochester, so as to warn the reader ageainst them, In 1786, a

Gentleman's liavazine writer accused Roswell's Journal of a Tour %o the

Hobrides of "triviality" beceuse it had too many detaile (Gk, 1786, p.

386),* but a feu years later the Monthly Review complained that another

book lacked cleer and specific detail (MR, 1800, p. 2). 4nd even if ex=
ceptions do prove rules, sometimes 1% is difficult to ascertain which
example is the exception and which the rule, With that caveat, I shall
try to sugpgest some of the major values, difficulties, and objectives of
elghteenth-century blography.

The standerds of biography in the period can be deduced, even if
unanimity among critics or writers is rare, Generally, iruth was valued,
if with reservations rezarding cxposing vices or supplying personal de-
teils, Objecﬁivity vas praised if not always practiced, and biogzraphers
who confessed fondness for the subjects, as Conyers liddleton and Boswell
did, announced their inventions to be objective anyway., The desirability
of art in biogrephy was denied in the seventeenth century (though Walton
certainly used it) and discussed li%tle in the eighteenth, when it was
accented,

Difficulties the biographer faced vere, mturally, written about
more by practitioners than by critics, Their problems were boih ethical
and oractical: if they reported tho character flaws of the subject,
wight readers be led astray? =might pain be given survivors if the sub~
ject were recent? A practical problem was the itrouble involved in re-

*References to eighteenth-ceniury veriodicals will be given in paren-

theses {ollowing the cuotaitlons; yesr of pudblication rather than volume
nuzber is given because the forer is wore significent.
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search when great libraries were not aveilable to everyone, Only one of
‘the stature of Johnson could write an editor, "Little things, if I omit
them, you will do me the favour of setting right yourself.”2 Or.a
biographer might be acutely aware, as 3Boswell was, of the limitations of
the language and of his own mind. Eandling of information, once ob-
tained, was also & probleme=deciding whether the private details and
anecdotes would be dull or illustrative.

Such decisions were usually gevernod by the writer's objectives,
The wost common in the eighteenth century were to comzemorate a great
figure, %o pay a debt to an illustrious person or to posterity, %o teach
or entertain, %o render a pérson realistically in words, and to satisf&
curiosity, Lo blography éan be put exclusively in any one category-=a

woric like the Life of Johnson certainly falls in%o all of these. The

variety of objectives gave rise to & variety of flaws, which eighteenth=
century critics inveighéd against (without, however, protesting the ob=
jectives), For instance, desire to commemorate could lead to exaltation
of the subject and suppression of detail, while desire to present a live
ing wan could result in a forest of anecdote for the recader to lose hime
2elf in, without a theme to lead him out,

This chapter will be a survey of the forest of critical theory and
practice of biogrephy beiween 1650 and 1800, based on more than ninety
sources of the period, including prefaces, introductions, reviews, letters,
biographies, reported conversations, and essays, It will be seen that
only ithe most general of generalizations--such as that truth was highly
regarded~~hold true for the whole century, and that the result of even

that credo early in the century will e different frou the result later,
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because of & change in the concept of truth,

Ideals and Values

The ideals and values biographers considered in the late seven=
teenth and eighteenth cenituries were not very different from those of
the twentieth century, but the emphases shifted drastically between the
tires of, say, Burnei and Boswell, Both men valued 4truth and both
valued objectivity, but the resuliing works on Hale and Johnson are far
apart in style and mood because of the difference between their methods,
For Burnet the two words went together=-"objective truth.," Thus truth
was what could be checked on and verified by snother researcher, what
could be found in public records=~Matihew Hale went to Oxford in 1626~
what could be learned by asking the same questions of the same people,
As o result, Burnet wes limited to the public man, BRBoswell, on the
other hand, certainly weant to te objective, to let his own opinion
color his work a&s little as posgsible, and just as ceriainly sovght tho
truth about Jolmson; vwitness his wish to withdraw by having Johnson
speak For himself whenever possible, Sut Boswell's truth is not like
Burnet's, for it depeunds on hundreds of little truths~=quips, anecdoﬁes,
conversations, lettersw-most ol which are not verifiable by later writ-
ers, 1t is tempting to say that Burret was neo~classical, seelking what
all men could agree on, and that Boswell was romantic, seeking to write
what only he could write;* but to imply a close relation between Boswell
and the romantics ie unjust because of his intentlion to present Johnson

*Frencie Hard suggests tkat latter in "Soswell and the Romentics, a
Chapier in the History of Riozraphical Theory," ELH, 27 (1960), 4465,
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as he vwas, nhis assidulty ai ascerimaining fact end reporting even pas=
gages unflattering to Johnson or %o hiwself, and his penchent for supply-
inz information for which he couvld supply no weaning.

Burnet, Jolmson, and Doswell thus each sougﬁt "truth" but meant
not quite the same by the word; Johnson is chronologically and semanti-
celly in the middle, Like Burnei's, his lives were zeant to be not only
accounts of men's lives, but also warks fron whi&h the reader wight draw
moral puidance. DBoth Burnet and Johnson wrote of men whose actions they
considered dewnlorable; both deplored thems Eut% Burnei carefully res
stricted himself in content, vhereas Johnson included personal material
when it was obtainable (such as the anecdotes of Pope told him by Lord
Marchmonﬁ5). The personal infoimation in Johnson's works does not cone
alone==corment is mede, morals are drawn, heads are shaken over human
folly. The technique of Boswell, on the other hand, is accumulation,
the reasoning being that tho more little facts one has abtout a man, the:
more accurate will be one's winle piciure of him. Of corment there is
little; the reader is on his own, Thus truth and objectivity shift be
tween Burnet and Boswell. BZurnet offers a limited, verifiable %ruth,
with the didactic implication that if the reader will behave hinself and
wriz hard, he %oo will be auccessful in this world and in tho next,:
Joimson offers personal details occasionally, but they are not the truth
he sirives for~~his object is general truths about the nature of temporal
existence, the truths to be attained by observation of comuon experience,
Sports held little interest for him, Eoswell's conceptions of truth have
a cause=and=offect relationship, for his object was the truth of Samuel

Jolngon the man, and his means were thousands of details, all %rue and
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making up a true whole, the composite being more than the sum of the
par ts,
Wot only did the kind of truth striven for by sceventeenth-century
biogrephers exclude the corpilation of a myriad of details, but it also
seered to thew to exclude art, at least in theory, Izeak VWalton, for
example, intended %o write the life of Robert Sanderson "with all truth
and equal plainess,"h*implying that the two were somehow related, Thonas
Fuller, however, Wwho did not mention truth as one of his five goals, did
say he would "flesh out" his dull facis with pleacant stories, Mt as
meat, but as condiment."5 That is, apparenily he considered anecdote
not an essential part of the truth of his work, buit as something to be
tossed the reader to hold his attention., 1ilo pleasanit storiea deck the
lives of 3Burnet, vho even believed he might write a lLetler life for not
having known Hale; although he therefore could say nothing frowm his own
observation,
I do not know whether this may not qualify me to write more
impariislly, thouzh perhaps more defectively: for the knov
ledge of extraordinary persons, does, most comuonly, bias
those, who were much wroucht on, by the tenderness of thelr
friendship fo# them to ?aise theér style a little %too high,
when they wrote concerning theun,

A "high style," in Burret's opinion, would be a detriwent to a good

biography, a violation of the "exactness of truth" he praised in the

preface to another biography.7 In contrast to Walton end Rurnet was

John Aubrey, who did collect detail and anecdote, in pursuit of ™nothing

but the trueth! but even he requested Anthony Wood %o edit and amend, as

*Staulfer, hovever, in Enrlish Blocraphy Before 1700 (Cawbridge,
1620), mainteins that Walton's orrangements end transitions shov cons
siderable consciousnesa of biography as an art (pp. 110-120),
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if ert--arranzement and deletion~-were something to be imposed upon
fact.8 There was suspicion of art, or artfulness, for it could conceal
truth or bias; hence ert and the desired qualities of %ruth and objecti~
vity could be mutually exclusive,

Wwith Roger Ilorih, whose lives of his three brothers were writhen
from %he 16S0's until his death in 1724 Lot not pudlished uniil 1742,
ert becaue coumpaiible with zood biography; his manuscripi revisions
show thet he turned &% last %o dialozue frow indirect discourse, Poéai-
bly the first English biograpler, according to James L, Clifford, both
fapiliar with his subject and intent upon giving a couplete pilcture,
Lorth praised complete truih and impariiality in 4ke "Genecrszl Preface"
%o the lives of John, Dudley, and Francis, Ee aniicipated Johnson and
Boswell in his belief thai good blogranhy must be based on fawiliarity,
buttressed with a journél by %he author, accounts set down daily, and
letters and personal pavers of the subject.9» Although praise for 4ruth
end objectivity continued throughout the century=-in Johnson, David

tiallet, 1 a 1777 letter to the Gentleman's lagezine (GY, 1777, p. 625),
14 12

Vatthew Maty, = Soswell, Vicesinus Knox, ~ a Gentlomen's i‘agaZine review

of Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides (G, 1785, p. 88$)=-the answer to

the question of whether a biographer should know his subject personally
began to change from Burnei's "no" to Boswell's "absolutely." Clearly
Addisoh thought that while an author should not know his subject, he
misht use information from soweone who did,12 2ut as Goldsuith Suge
gested in the advertiseuent for "The Life of Richard Xash," familiarity
can have a dirgct relation to {ruth, guarﬁnteeing the work, The posses~

sion of iiash's papers, he wroie, insured the reader "the Satisfaction of
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perusing an account that is genuine, and not the work of the Iragina-

4
tion, as Biographical Writinzs too frequently are."1‘

The Life of
Jolmson has shown to many readers the value of fauiliarity between
author and subject. Boswell, more then Jolmson, proved Johnsonl!d assers
tion that "thoe incidents which give excellence fo biography.are of a
volatile and evanescent kind, such as soon egcape the remory, and are
rerely transzitbed by tradition" (Rambler 60) and therofore must be
obtained by one who nas "eat and drunk and lived in social intercourse®
with his subject (quoted in Life, II, 166).

Although the value of.biography written by an intimate is mentioned
asein and again in Johnson's works and in the Life, he came finally to |
believe that autobiography is superior, for the author is at least
capable of knowing the truth about his subject, 4 bio grapher, as
Johnson told Thewmas Warton, no matter how close to his subject, may not
"wow what to remwark about him" (Life, II, 446); no matter how well sup-
plied with documients and acuren, he is a% last reduced to facts and
interpretation of them;15 and, becausc he genorally has & wotive for
writing & particular wan's life, he is tempted to color or select facts |
according to his feelings. But, as Jolnson pointed out in Idler ek, tio
autobiogrenher has the inestivable advantage of lmowing the truth and is
et least as likely as the biographer %o tell it-~-more likely, perhavs,
wrote Jomnson: "that which is fully lmown cannot be falsified but with
reluctance of understanding, and alarw of conscience: of understanding,
the lover of truth; of conscience, the sentinel of virtue" (Idler 84),
Although Johnson "never had persevering diligence enough to form Zﬁbtea

on his lifgy into a regular couwposition" (Lifs, I, 25), he urged the
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task on others: in a letter to Eduund Allen 17 June 1777, he wrote in
regard to William Dodd, the divine hanged for forgery:

If his remissions of enguish, and intervals of devotion leave
him any time, he rxay perhans spend i% profitably in writing
the history of his own depravation, end merking the gradual
declination from innocence and quist, to that siete in which
the law has found hix, Of his advices to the Clergy, or ad-
monitions to Feathers of families there is no need; he will
leave behind him %those who can write them, Bui the history of
his own mind, if no% writien by hiwuself, cannot be writtien, gnd
the instruction that mizht be derived from it must be loat,!
Johnson evidently folt the autobiographer would display an honesty not
alvays possible to the biographer, (" speak from the grave," Mark Twain
was %o writc in his own autobiography, "rather than with my living
tongue for a good reasons I can speak thence freely."17)

The solution of the problems of attaining and conveying the truth
thus changed between 1660 and 1800 from reliance on public record to
reliance on private knowledge, The atiitude toward familiarity between
author and subject changed from suspicion of bias to confidence of

truth, end close sssociation between them caume to be regarded aluwost as

a requirement.

dandling of raterials

If the prospective biographer was familiar with his subject and
had merory and meterials to serve him, he 8till faced constraints when
he sat down to deal with thex; 1f he was no%, he sowetimes faced also
great difficulties in ferreting out facts. Besides that physical con-
straint were the moral ones: denzer of causing pain to the living and
possibilify that a detailed descripiion of the vices of a great man

12ight have an untoward effect on the reader,
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The problem of obtaining blographical materials in the eighiteenth
century is astounding to scholers accustomed to computeré, interlibrary
loans, end the Library of Congress cataloguing system, Documents
existed but were scattersd in family papers locked in family attics, and
London had no general public library until the fowndation of the British
Museum in 1753 (rather, until its opening in 1758).18 And much had been
lost for lack of recording. Aubrey recognized and lamented the scércity
of nmen lilke himself and ‘oods
'7is vitty thet such minutes had not been taken one hundred
yeares gsince or wore: for vani thereof rany worthy men's
Z?mes and notions %re gwallowdnup in obiivio?; as TFShLOf 19
hese also would, had it not been through your instigation.
Johnson, whose letters to John Nichols show an effort to ascertain facts
not always credited him,zo spoke in 1776 of the difficulty of getlering
inforrations having asked Owen lMacSwinney about Dryden, he learned only
that Y"at Will's Coffee Housc, Dryden's chair was by the fire in winter
and called his winte: chair and on the balcony in summer and called his
suzzer cheir" (Life, III, 71). The Rev. John Duncouzbe in & review of

the first edition of Literarv and Biozranhical Anecdotes of William

Dowyor enuerated the halting steps of tho Liographers

Let the reeder recollect the nare of any single autlor whose
writings have delizhted him, with whom he has even been ac=~
quainted, but of whom no life has hitherto been written., Let
hin minute down the result of his recollection; and he will
immediately verceive how deficient the narrative will appear
in facts and dates, He may apply to sowme common acquaintance,
who will edd a single circumstance; a second will suggest that
an enquiry of sowe third person, who lives, perhaps, at the
extrexity of the kingdon, way lead to inforwation. Here soxe
1ight apvpcars to dawm; but when an answer comes, the distant
correspondent recollects nothing with certainty, and is perhaps
offended at bLeing troubled with what he conslders an imperti=-
nent enquiry. After wuch difficulty, the Blogranher lesrns
vwhere the deceased author was buried, and dispetches a request
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to-the minister of the parish, for the date of his interument
and a copy of the monumentel inscrivtion, When this can be
obtained, it is & great acquisition. But now the labour of
rescarch becins ezain, Discovering by the epitenh, that the
man of eminence wasg torn in sueh a towm, and was educated at
such & colleze, recourse must be had io the place of hie na-
tivity, for the history of his birth, famwily, and éarly habits;
and %o Oxford or Cambridze, for the dates of his admission, his
degrees, {co.; when & new enquiry arises, after eccleslastical or
city poreferments; and another, nore useful, but not quite so
difficult, after the various books he hes published,

(G, 1782, 582-83)
The work of Nichols himself and his army of correspondents would make
the work of future biographers easier, Ixcusinz the'want of a regular

arrangeuont” in the Literary 4necdotes, Iichols wrote in the preface to

the lasi volume; "It is a mine of literary materials, whence future
Biographers and Hisbtorians will readily and unsparingly collect what may
serve their several purposes."21 The last two centuries have borne him
‘out,

The materials once in hand, the biographer had to consider the
possibility of givinz pain to the living. If publication could be de=-
leyed, there was little hesitation on the part of a man like Aubrey to
record "the neked and pleine trueth, which is here exposed so bare that
the very nudenda are not covered, and affords many passages that would
raise a blush in a young virgin's cheeke." Aubrey, however, requested
that Vood "sowe~on some figge~leaves" or cautioned that "these arcana
are not fitt to lett flie abroad, %ill about thirty yeares hence; for
the author and the persons (like wedlars) ought to be first rotten."22

But delsy of publication wes not always possible, or even desirable,

Johnson, approtching his own tives in wriiing the Lives of the Foeis,

apparently began as early as "Addison" to learn facts he hesitated to

transcribe.
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The necessity of complyins with times Zié wrotg?, and of
sparing versong, is the zreat impediment of blography.

History ray be formed from permenent monuments and records;
but Lives can only be writien frouz personal knowledge, which
is gzrowing every day less, and in a short tice is lost for
ever, Whet is known can seldom be immediately told; and vhen
it might be told, it is no longer known., The delicate fealures
of the mind, the nice discriminations of character, and the
minute peculiarities of conduct, are soon obliterated; and it
is surely better that caprice, obstinacy, frolick, and folly,
however they righ%t delight in the description, should be
silently forzotien, then tha{, by wenton werriment and unseaw
sonable detcction, & pang should be given io 2 widow, a -
daughter, a brother, or a friend. As the process of these
narratives is now bringing me among my contempnoraries, I

begin to feel myself "walking upon ashes under which the fire
is not extinguished," and couing to the time, of which it will
be proper _rather to say "nothing that is false, than all that
is true,®

Sowetimes, of course, scurrilous details did make it %o the pages of a
biography, and the authors were roundly attacked., Letitia Pilkington's

kemoirs were called in the Gentleman's Marazine "a disgrace to biogra-

phy; which if the compiler and puhlisher are not ashamed to have ex=
posed, the readers ought to be ashamed %o read" (G, 1792, p. 49), Mot
only inforuwation that might pain the living was frowned on; {the maxim

de mortuis nil nisi Lonum still had sowe force, Though praising William

lason's method of interspersing biogzraphical narrative with letters, a

Gentlewan's lagazine reviewver drew the line at letters showing Gray in

a bad light., One letter referred to a Cacbridge doctor who "was gone
to his grave with five fine meckerel (large and full of roe) in his
belly « o o o FHe had not been heariy all week, but after this sixth
fish, he never held up his head wore, and a violent loosencess carried
him off.~~They say he wade & very good end." 4ind the kagazines
On %this last, ve connot bui remarl, that, if lr, Gray, in his
5aieté duv cocur, could prevail with hizself to be thus jocose

and sarcastic on the decd, it way, perhaps, be urged in his
excuse, that he wrote at the mowent in question, and never
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intended this letter for the public; but this excuse cennot
be alleged for its present putlication, which a litile more
philanthropy, and even regzard to the meuory of the writer,
would surely have prevented,
(Gif, 1750, p. 290)
One wonders what excuse can be alleged for the publication of the
letter in the Macazine, An anonymous reviever of VMrs, Piozzi's Anec-
dotes was dismayed at what Johnson's old friend reveeled: "To point
out all the parts of these anecdotes vwhich friendship would hsve sup-
pressed, were an easy, but a tedious office" (lonthly Review, 1786,
pe 377). (A viable objection of the reviewer is that speeches that in
print look rude probably were delivered in a jesting manner,) The
bluestocking lirs, Elizabeth Montagu had a similar objection %o Soswell'a
Journal., After observing that "poor lr. Boswell is very often in that
condition in which wen are said to see double," she asked, in a letter
%o krs, Piozzi,
Would any men vho wish'd his friend to have the respect of
posterity exhibit all his little caprices, his unhappy ine
firaities, his singulerities; these were excused by friends
¢ intimates who are soften'd by experienced kindness & demon=
strated virtues but they disgrace e character to a reader as
wens anf varts would do to a statue or Portrait to a spec-
ﬁator.zl'

The fear that the associmrtion of vices with a great wan would ad-
versely affect the nass of readers ves the second objection to pub-
lizhing the wicked habits, character flaws, or discreditable actiae of
a subject., Vvhether to mention thew would have been no problem to Mrs.
Vontagu, but it was a question that the century eventually answered
with an uncertain "yes." The reasoning behind the objection to such

publication was not so much prudish as it was woral and aristocratice=

after all, the ribald passazes of a =an's life must have been known by
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some people before a William lason could face the problem of whether
>to publish ‘chem.25 The fear was also that they would discredit the
memory of the poet, as some reeders felt even the rearranged and ex=-

26

purgated letters did. Conversely, elaboration of the vices and suf=
ferings of a wan whose wickedness was generally acknowledged night be
expected to drive readers to virtuous lives, Such was the announced
intent of Burnet, who promised in the "Preface to the Life of Lord
Rochester,” 1682, "to govern zyself by the exact rules of truth," a
policy ordered by the lord himself, who on his deathbed told Burnet to
tell anything that could be of use, "My end in writing, is so to dis=-
charge the last comreands tgis lord left on me, as, that it may be
effectual %o awaken thosé, who run on to all the excesses of riot . .
. 27 Similarly, David kallet in his 1740 biography of Bacon men=
tioned the ancient Egyptian practice of subuitiing the actions and
characters of the dead %o certain judges, who would regulate what was
due their mewories, ' The biographer, he believed, should, as sucha
judze, not ignore anything he knows of his subject. "He is fairly to
record the faulis as well as the good qualities, the feilings as well
as the perfections, of the Deed; with this great view, to warn and im=~
prove the living." Therefore, while he would take pleasure in recording
Eacon's "shining part," he would not'deign to conceal or palliate his
blemishes," for "it equally concerns the public to be made acquainted

n28

with both. The utilitarian end was not mentioned by Aubrey, who re~

7

quested Wood to make a "casiration" of his notes, 4 case in vhich a
moral was pointed from e life of folly not by the author but by a

coxzaentator is 4that of lrs,. Pilkington's Newoirs, published in 1748,
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A Genileman's Fapezine autlor warned:

Thus died Leititia Pilkington=-=-the Comnanion of Swif't yet the
tool of Vorsdale; btetray'd like many others by wit to folly
and by pride to rmeamness, To those who read her life she can=
not surely have lived in vain since she hes ecarce rolated a
sincle incident which does not concur to prove that no natural
excellence can ettone for moral defects nor any powsr of
pleessing others secure an equivalent for the chearful indepen~
dence of honest industry,X
Thus, although ¥rs, Pilkington probably gave not the least thought to
"honeat industry," her story could be used to prove its benefits,
Whether those benefits would obtain with the average reader, hov=
ever, is a problem concerning which Jomson had reservationa., His fear
of giving pain to particular people throuzgh "wanton merriment and un=-
saasonable detection' was less serious than his fear of leading readers
astray by showing the vices of the famous. In response to a statewent
by Boswell, he said in 1777 that there is no question about recording a
man's peculiarities;
'the question is, whether a men's vices should be mentioned;
for instence, whether it should be mentioned that Addison
and Parnell drank too freely: for peonle will probably more
easily indulge in drinking frowm knovwinz this; so that nore
ill way be done by the example, than good by the telling the
whole truth,!
(Life, III, 155)
But in Edinburgh in 1773, he had answored that objection, saying "'it
would produce an instructive caution to avoid drinking, when it was
seen, that even the learning and genius of Pernell could be dobased by
it'% (Life, III, 155)., Other statcuents in his works or recorded by
Boswell substantiate the latter opinion, for two reasons: Johnson's

feeling that not to record flaws would be .to make readers give up hope

of iwmitation and his great regard for truth. Aftcr'publication of his
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Lives, Edaund ¥alone told Johnson that some people believed the story
of Addison's having Steele dunned for a hundred=pound deb% should have
veen omitted., Johnson answered that if only the virtuss of the great
were told, "we should sit down in despondency, and think it utterly
impossible to imitate them in eny thinz." But relation of both vicious
and virtuous actions "lkept menkind frow despair, into which otherwise
they vould naturally fall,™ did they not remember that others as well
had sinned and by correction had been "restored to the favour of
Heaven" (Life, III, 53). In Rambler 60, published in 1750, he deplored
those "who think it an act of piety to hide the faults or failings of
their friends," for, although something is owed their wemory, "there is
yet more reapect to be paid to lmowledge, to virtue, and %o truth,' A
year later, in Rembler 164, he issued a caution to biographers, lest
the "faults of & man loved or honoured sometimes steal sccretly and:
izperceptibly upon the wise and virtuous,"

Alwost thirty years later, in [vpochondriack 35, 1780, Boswell

would voice a similar caution, noting that men are inclined to imitate
the vices of the greaf, forzetiing that they lack tle good qualities
that counterbalance the flaws, and that these flaws lessen the greats
ness, True, "the crimes even of saints and wmariyrs" ocecur in holy writ,
but ordinary works, such as biography, cannoi proetend to the same astandw
arda. He concluded that a biographer should tell "impsrfectione and
faults," being careful %o separate thew frox his subjeci's excellences,
go that readers will "be anxiously disposed to avoid what hurts even the
w08t exelied characters, yut would utterl§ sink wen of ordinary werit,"

I'o character flew or vicious action %that would "sink men of ordinary
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rerit" appears in the Life of Johnaon despite Boswell's asgsertion that

he would "delineate him without reserve" and describe a life not: "en=
tirely perfect" (Life, I, 30), However, it eppears to be with the
greatest reluctance that Boswell dealt with Johnson's early years in
London, when

his conduct, after he . . « had associated with Savage and
others, was not so strictly virtuous, in one respect, as
vhen he was a younger man, It was well known, that his
amorous inclinations were uncommonly strong and impstuous,
He owned to many of his friends, that he used %o take wonmen
of the town to taverns, and hear them relate their history.
~=In short, it must not be concealed, that, like many other
good end pious men, esmong whom we may place the Apostle Paul
upon his own authori ty, Johnson was not free from propensi=
ties which were ever warring against "the law of his mind,®
~-and that in his combats with them, he was sometimes overw

cone,
(Life, IV, 395-96)

Then, after several paragraphs defending Johnson against an assumed
accusation of hypoerisy, and no further elaborations on the "amorous
inclinations, " Boswell added,

I am conscious that thls is the most difficult eand dangere

ous part of my biographical work, and I cannot but be very

anxious concerning it. I trust that I have got through it,

preserving at once my regard to truth,--to my friend,e~and

to the interests of virtue and religion,
(Life, IV, 398)

Boswell's regard for truth evidently permitted him to keep a good deal
of it hiddens accounts of Johnson's getting drunk, of his considering
teking a& second wife, of Boswell's discussing with a friend rumors of
Johnson's impotence.§1 Despite his restraint, made evident by the
twentieth-century research on Boswell's papers and the manuscript of
the Life, Mrs. Montagu considered the Journal a herald of a "new ine
vented mode of disgracing -the dead & caluﬁniating ye living" and feared

that "better pens, with still worse intentions," might adopt it,



22
& the Grave be no longer the place where the Wicked cease
from troubling, & the holiest Christian, the sincerest
Patriot will not be sure he may not_after his death be made
to talk blasphenmy or utter treason,
Doubtless Mrs, Montagu was pleased to hear from her friend Dorothea
Gregory Alison that Boswell's ¥gross gossipation must have banish'd
him from Z;bcietx7 as I know how o « « well he deserves what he daily
meets with/,/ that of people shutting their doors sgainst him as they
wd against any other wild Beast."55 Similarly cool responses met Mrs,

Piozzi'es Anecdotes of Dr. Johnson in 1786 in the Monthly Review article

by Dr, Burney (MR, 1786, ppe 373=74) and in The English Review.54 And

in John Wolcot's burlesque "Bozzy and Piozzi" Mrs, Piozzi accuses
Boswells

I'm sure you've mention'd many a pretty story

Not ruch redownding to the Doctor's glory.

Now, for a saint upon us you would palm hitie

Firast murder the poor man, and then embalw himt 52

Of the three problems that hampered the biographer in relation to

his subject an audience in the eighteenth century, only one seems not
to be operative todays fear that readers may imitate the viciousness
of the subject, The didactic power of biography, or at least estimation
of 1t, has declined, Danger of causing pain to the living may be ene
demic to the genre, as James Clifford suggests by using the Manchester/
Kennedy and Moran/Churchill brouhahas as modern examples of the probe
1em.56 The constraint sometimes failed to operate in both centuriess
Mary Gallagher's recently published memoirs of Jacqueline Kennedy's
household are as distressing to friends of the former firat lady as

Boswell's Life was to some friends of Johnson. The problem of locating

and using the sources for biography 1s also common to all centuries, but
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before the foundation of large publlic libraries 1t was a greater one
than 1t is now, Technological advances, from the airplane to the
Xerox machine, have made the scholar's job easier, Ths danger of
causing pain to the llving was as great then as it is now, but the
beighteenth-century blographer was handicapped also by the fear of mis=
leading his reader and difficulty of securing materials: +thus the re=-
sult of his work was rarely the frank, vacuun~cleaner approach to the
facts we have come %to expect in this century.

The character and attitudes of the biographer himself also affect
his handling of materials, Nichola, whose making available of seven
volumes of factual material on eighteenth=century writers was, to be
sure, a great service, seems to have remained undisturbed by the abe

gence of the_je ne sais quol that makes a life of & bilography. Johnson

accepted his own limitations; Boswell fretted over his, Speaking to
Malone of the dunning of Steele by Addison, Johnson adumitted that some=.
one might propose that Steele did not repay the debt to see whether
Addison would be petty enough to dun him; "'But of such speculations
there is no end: we cannot dive into the hearts of men; but their
actions are open to observations'" (Life, IV, 53). Boswell, although
his use of observations was far superior to Johnson's partly by nature
of his subject, did not share Johnsonfs gruff acceptance of the limita-
tions of his abilities, He fretted even about limitations of the
languages

The great linea of characters may be put down, But I doubt

much if it be possible to preserve in words the peculiar

features of mind which distinguish individuals as certainly -

as the features of different countenances, The art of
portrait painting fixes the last; and musical sounds with
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all their nice gredations can also be fixed, Perhaps

language may be improved to such a degree as to plcture

the varieties of mind as minutely, « o+ o I cann%t pourtray

the Councillor Cochrane as he exists in my mind, 7
The language may not have served Boswell well, but the practice of
publishing the private moments of his subject did, although it caused
him trouble socially.

The ethics of the use of private letters and of private details
vwas a question solved soon in the century by practitioners of biography
but still debated as late as the 1790's by critics, Usually biographers
of the late seventeenth century felt that privately known material had
no place in a publicly disseminated work., The feeling sprang not only
from fe&r of exposing their subjects but also from the assumption that
interest in a great man is not only inspired by but also limited %o his
public actions, Thomas Sprat, writing in 1668 of Abraham Cowley, re=
ferred to letters in which Cowley revealed "ths native tenderness and
imocent gaiety of his mind," but then drew back from further comment,

But nothing of this nature should bte publis hed, The %ruth is,
the letters that pass between particular friends, if they are
written as they ought to be, can scarce ever be fit to ses ihe
light. « « + In such letters, the souls of men should appear
undressed; and in that negligent habit, they may be fit to be
geen by one or two in a chamber, but not to go abroad in the
street,

That attitude persisted as late as 1788, when Andrew Kippis wrote in

the preface to his Life of Cook that the book must consist mainly of

his voyages and discoveries, as "the private incidents concerning him,
though collected with the utmost diligence, can never compare, either
in number or in importance, with his public transactions. . « « there-
fore, they are the grand object to which the attention of his biogre~

pher must be directed,"® Abundance of personal detail is a crutch
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used to swell biographies, wrote Gilbert Burnet in 1682, scorning
writers who used "trifling accounts of the childhood and education,
and the domestic or private affairs, of those persona of whou they
write, in which the world is little concerned."4° So, when he wrote
®The Life of Matthew Hale," he would "draw a veil" over his "domestic
concerns, since, though in these he was a great example, yet it signi-
fies nothing to the world to know any particular exercises that might

wh As a reai 1%, Johnson was to say of Sprat's

be given to his patience,
"Cowley" that "he writes with so little dotail, that scarcely any thing
is distinctly known, but all is shown confused and enlarged through the

wh2 Burnet, however, did not adhere closely to his

mist of panegyrick,
own pronouncement, In his rather moralistic "Matthew Hale"l“5 ha alluded
only vagusly to a "grievous circumstance" in one son's death and gave
but one paragraph to each of two wives,44 but he did use anecdotes to
exemplify Hale's integrity. And he quoted Hale's scheme for a diary
and then accounted for imperfections in the wording by saying they show
nl5

they were only intended for his privacies, Dryden, contrasting
biography with annalé and history, took an opposite view, that the
"descent into minute circumstances" is the very quality that distine
guishes the former, To him it was the function and utility of life=
writing to do what was below the dignity of the other two.46 Dryden's
reasoning was somewhat negativeu-the others cannot, so biogrephy should,
To Roger North, writing in the first third of tlmeighteenth century, the
use of private letters and documents and creation of dramatic dialogue

vwere means to his end of giving as complete a rendering of the subject

as possible.h7 Thus the atititude of some biographers toward the genre
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and its purpose operated as a constraini on their choice of materials;

neither Sprat nor Burnet could have written a Life of Johnson, for they

would have considered many of its passages beneath their notice,

A biographer need not have been a drone to sate his reader with
detail, Rather, he may have been, according to Thouas Wartdn, "bew
trayed into minute researches" by his interest and enthusiasm and reveal
a lack of sympathy with the reader through over-sympathy with his sube
ject, "The curiosity of the reader is seldom proportioned to that of
the writer. « « o £Every incident, relating to a favourite character
vhich the mind has long contemplated with attention, acquires impor
tance.“hs Apparently the éhirst for anecdote was beginning to decline '
years before collections §f ara were to peak with those about Johnson.
The first edition, only six volumes, of Nichols's Anecdotes was greeted

with a rather cool review in the Monthly Review asserting that he, "to

gratify a hungry hunter of biography with all the gport he can deaire,
starts more game than a person less keen in the chace hath any inclinae
tion to pursue, or any appetite to partake of" (MR, 1782, pe. 272)., But
the coolness of the review was betrayed by the willingness to quote
directly several lives from the Anecdotes and to give the whole of
Bishop Warburton's the next month (MR, 1782, pp. 328-39). One trouble
with using anecdotes was that they were entertaining in themselves and
therefore, to some writers, seemed to have strength to stand alone with
little or no drawing of morals or connecting narrative, Nichols pubs

lished in 1781 Biographical Anecdotes of William Hogarth, a work "so

incompact and disjointed" that he apologized for presenting it; but "his

nuzerous engazements did not afford him leisure %o arrange his materials
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by that regular method which was necessary to make hls work a complete
and finished narrative" (MR, 1781, p. 444). One of the first criticisms

of the Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides was an accusation of "triviale

ity" in a letter signed "Pro me," who evidently did rot feel that every
fragment of Johnson should be presented: the book, he said, "should
teach us how scrupulously careful we should be in the selection of
anecdote, which the present age is so inquisitive after" (GM, 1786, pp.
386-87)s But Boswell was careful in comparison to the author of Anec=

dotes of Peter the Great, who was so slipshod as %o present his stories

in the order in which they came to his attention, so that the account of

Peter's death preceded that of his birth, A Monthly Review writer, hove

ever, supportive to the end of anecdotes, maintained that they did serve
to "illustrate" Peter's character (MR, 1789, 130=31)s The most effecw
tive ridicule of the taste for detail and snecdote was published by John
Wolcot ("Peter Pindar'), who, addressing Boswell as a "charming haber-
dasher of small ware," mock-rhapsodized,

How are we all with rapture touch'd, to see

Where, when, and at what hour, you swallowed tea;

How, once, %o grace thias Asiatic treat, 4

Ceme haddocks, which the Rambler could not eatl 9
In "Bozzy and Piozzi; or the British Biographers,” Wolcot pictured the
two competing with anecdotes in couplets before Sir John Hawkins, who

at last 18 driven to cry,

What bave I done, inform me, gracious Lord, 50
That thus my ears with nonsense should be bored?

Adverse criticism of the use of detail and anecdote, then, was genere
ally inspired by one of two reactions: ‘ghock and distaste, as in the

cagse of Mrs, Montagu, or boredom, as in the case of Volcot,
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It was left to Samuel Jolmson to demonstrate a one~hundred-ande
eighty=degree reversal of the Sprat-Burnet theory., Their disdain of
personal detdil had probably sprung from a regard of biography as a
poor relation of history; history records great efents of a nation;
'biography, great events in the life of a mere individual., For Johnson,
on the other hand, the purpose of biography.was to instruct; the subject
was less important than the way he 1ived. And tﬁerefore a writer may
gain attention by dealing with famous figures,
but the business of the blographer ie often to pass
slightly over those performances and incidents, which
produce vulgar greatness, to lead the thoughts into
daily life, where extorior appendages are cast aside,
and men excel each other only by prudence and by virtue,
(Rambler 60)
Johnson cherished details that reveal character=~-not that Addison's
pulse was irregular, but that Catiline walled now quickly, now slowly,
deserved recording., The first fact is meeningless, the second indicaw
tive of Catiline's state of wind, Williaw Oldys in his 1736 biogrephy |
of Sir Walter Raleigh had quoted with approval a similar statement by
his subject, "that a great discovering of genius may be made through a
31

small and sudden repartes, Whether an anecdote or detall was mean=-
ingful, however, was open to question, and 1t was easier for an author
to collect anecdotes than to draw conclusions. In 1772, Thomas Warton
condemned "the many trifling discoveries, and intricate discussions of
insignificént circumstances, with which personal histery so much

n2

abounds, But just three years later William Mason published pri.

vately his Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Thomas Gray, which dee

pended for its worth partly on Mason's detailed knowledge of the poet,
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based on a friendship of alwost a quarter of a century, but even more
on private documents and the letters Gray had written him and several
other friends, (Conyers Middleton had used Cicero's own words in the
1741 biography, but the words came from Cicero's works;55 Mason's was
the first major biography to depend heavily on material written pri-
vately by his aubject.54) Mason was aware of his innovation and, re=
feriing to Sprat's injunction, conceded the bishop might have "reason
on his side; but I believe that the generallty will, notwithstanding,
wish he had been less scrupulously delicate and lament that . , o the
letters in question are not extant."55 The use of detail reached a peak

in Boswell's Journal, 1786, and the Life of Johnson, 1791; Boswell, who

consciously wmodeled his work on "the excellent plan of Mr, Mason," could
not "conceive a more perfect mode of writing any men's life, than not
only relatinglall the most important events of it in their order, but
interweaving what he privately wrote, and said, and thought" (Lifse, I,
29=30).

Despite the success of Mason's work, criticism continued to oppose
heavy use of detail, especially after the publication of Mrs, Piozzi'ls
and Boswell's books in 1786, Objections centered on two countss the
meaninglessness of the details and the blots on the memories of the sube-
jects, Vicesimus Knox, who in a 1778 essay pralssd Plutarch for assidue
ous collection of facts,56 wrote in 1787 that "some foibles and weake~
nesses8, , o sShould be shut up in the coffin with the poor reliques of

fallen humanity."57 "Pro me," in his letter to the Gentleman's Magazine

cited earlier, concluded huffily: "If these are the ana of the present

age, and half those of the past age are no better, how much zmore would



30
it conduce to the credit of the parties and biographers, that such anec-

dotes should die ., . o inedited!" (GM, 1786, p. 387). 4n anonymous

Monthly Review reviewer of the Journal wished Boswell had, like Plu=-

tarch, "left in shade what tended to diminish /Johnson's/ greatness, or
sully /his/ virtues" (MR, 1786, pe 277). But this reviewer, like the

Gentleman's lagazine reviewer of lMason, did like the presentation of the

subject in the "recesses of private Life" and the‘“hours of soclal ease"
(MR, 1786, p. 282), Such aubivalence was rare, however; more common was
the Rt, Rev, Thomes Percy's sllegation ina 1791 letter, an echo of
Sprat, that Boswell had violated "the primary law of civil society in
publishing a man's unreserved correspondence and unguarded conversas
tion, "8 Although twentieth=century approval of Mason's and Boswell's
accomplishments may be undermined by knowledge of their practicesw=the
foruwer's bowdlerizing59 and the latter's agreeing not to publish letters
given hiuw if they had "anything which should render them improper for
the publick eye"éo-in eighteenth=century practice the use of personal
detail, even if detrimental to the reputation of the subject, was

established,

Objectives

The difference of opinion regardihg use of personal detail in |
biogréphy steumed from a disagreement regarding its effect and, more
basically, regarding the proper object of life-writing itself, COritics
felt that excessive detail tended %o tarnish the memories of the great,
and advocates, that it served to render them as human beings rather

than as sainta, The lonthly Revlew writer quoted above believed Johne
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son's virtues sullied by Boswell's details and considered that Johnson
himself had *exposed his own weakness" by approving Boswelll’s journal
(MR, 1785, p. 277), while Knox elleged of the same book, that the "bio-
graphical anatomy, in minutely dissecting parts, destroys the beauty of
the whole."61 Such attitudes reveal a belief that the purpose of bioge
raphy 1s %o present a flawless object worthy of imitation in all re=-
spects, If, on the other hand, the object is to render a person in
language, use of detail is noit only desirable but mandatory, That was
Boawell's belief and accomplishment: "I will venture," he wrote of the
Life, "that ho will be seen in this vork more couwpletely than any man
who has ever yet lived" (Life, I, 30).

Of the many possible motives for writing livés-=to commemorate, to
honor, to teach virtue, to capitalize on news, to entertain, to abuse,
to satisfy curiocsity about the famous, to rouse the affections, to
present a human being, to explore the nmature of man--all were operative
in the eighteenth century. The deslre to commemorate came first in re-
corded history, for the tombs of the Egyptian kings bear records of
their existence.62 From ancient Egyptianaffesar of éblivion for their

great it 1s not a long leap to the object of the Biozraphia Britsannia,

ag stated by the first editor, William Oldyss

to collect into one Body, without any resiriciion of time

or place, profession or condition, the memoirs of such of

our countrymen &s have been eminent, and by their performe
ances of any kind deserve %o be remembered, . » .65

And the ¥onthly Review noted the fourth volume in somewhat the same

terws, saying that "To rescue . . « the characters of the Great and

Worthy, from miarepreaentatiorx[ﬁé7'a plan highly deserving the atten=
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n6h
tion and encouragement of the publice. » « & The concept of biography

a3 an obligation was not new in Englend; Sir Fulke Greville had seen his

Life of the Renowned Sir Philip Sidney, written in 1612, as a tribute to

his friend,65 and Dryden had called biography "the best thanks which
posterity can pay."66 The debt that might be paid by the writing of a
life was conceived'to be not only to the subject, but also to posteri&y,
for, as Walton pointed out as early as 1670, "it is an honour due to

67

those that shall live," If there appear too wmany articles in the Bio=

graphia Britannia, or too lengthy articles, "let it be considered," 0ldys
wrote in the prefacse,
how far the reputation of our country, the honour of our
ancestors, the respect due the memories of great men, and
the vast importance of setting wogghy examples before the
eyes of posterity, are concerned,

The idea that life-writing is an obligation persisted through the end of

the century, when an anonymous reviswer of the Memolrs of Jortin com=

mented that "to give such a name & distinguished place in the rolls of
biography, is a deed §f gratitude which the pudblic, in return for the
instruction and amusement that they have received, are bound to pay"
MR, 1792, p. 413)s And John Nichols quoted approvingly a 1798 review

of five volumes of A New and General Blographical Dictionary that calls

biography "the %ermination to which Virtue looks for its temporal reward,
and Justice for retribution.”69 The feeling that biogrephy was a form of
paylng off obligations was especially strong in Nichols, whose seventeen

volumes of Literarv Anecdotes of the Eizhteenth Century and Literary

Illustrations of the Eighteenth Century began in 1778 as a fifty-two=

page pamphlet, of which twenty copies were privately printed, called



53

Biorgraphical and Literary Anecdotes of William Bowyer, & tribute to his

.master, employer, and partner.70 And it was reviewed in those terms in

the Gentleman's Magazine (of which Nichols was already the printer and

soon to be editor), which called the quarto edition of 1782 "a vast,
accumulated debt of gratitude, a rare production in this degenerate
age" (GM, 1782, p. 348). (The wagazins had already published a three-
part blography, the headnote signed "J.N.," of Bowyer in 1778). The

New Annual Register for 1782, reviewing the first editlon of Literary

Anecdotes, praised Nichols's "ardent zeal to perpetuate the memory of
our English worthies."71 Volume I of the nine-volume 1812-16 edition
of the Anecdotes has an epiéram from William Oldisworth: "To preserve
the memory of those who hﬁve been in any way serviceable to mankind,
hath been always looked upon as discharging a debt which we owe to our
benefactors.“72

The concept of biography as the just due of our benefactors has a
serious flaw in logic, perceived by most eighteenth-century writers of
lives: that the subject of the work can in no way benefit from it,
Obviously, the publishing of blographies of John Howard (gg, 1790, pp.
287-89) and Henry Flood (Gl, 1790, pp. 1224~34 and 1792, pp. 44-48) did
those men no good, but it might inspire imitation of their philanthropic
works by the readers. The two ideas are linked by William Burton in An

Account of the 1ife and writines of Herman Boerhaave: "Two of the

principal inducements to record the lives of those, who by their dise
tinguish'd merit have dons honour.to menkind, are, to reflect that
honour on thelr memory, and to excite posterity to a noble emulation."73

Those two inducements, along with & desire to enhance oneself,
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produced in the seventeenth and elghteenth centuries one of the two
major types of life-writing, "the formal panegyrick, which stemmed from

the pious saints' lives of the middle ages.“74

* Such a panegyric, ac=
cording to Johnson, was Sprat's "Life of Cowley." The balief that it
is the peculiar excellence of biography to instruct in virtue was pro~
bably based on the prevalence of saints' lives, but by tho end of the
geventeenth century Burnet condemned that style of writing because each
age strived to present its heroes as superior to those befors, "so that,
one would have thought, that indecent way of writing could rise no
higher.”75 He implied what Johnson was %o tell Malone years later,
that such a style would make the average reader despair of emulation,
Neither are the lives of princes of much benefit, according to Burnet,
for they belong rather to general histories and are usually written
from a biassed viewpoint, so that "there is not much to be built on
them, 1 10
But the lives of private men, though they seldom entertain
the reader with such & variety of passages as the other
do, yet, certainly, they offer him things that are more
imitable; and do present wisdom and virtue %o him, not
only in a fair idea, which is often looked on as a piece
of the inveniion or fancy of tl» writer, but, in sich
plain and familiar instances, &s do both direct him better,
and persuade him more, . . .?
Like many writers btefore and after him, Burnet linked the instruction
of biography with the delight to be derived from 1%, C but the latter
was decidedly of less moment; near the end of the preface to the "Life
of Matthew Hele," he said he would "avoid saying any thing of him, but
*Tho other type of biography 1s the hurried and often scurrilous

production of Grub Street, written about the unfortunate by the
unscrupulous,



55

what may afford the reader profitable instruction.”79 A few years
'later, Dryden, aduitting blography lacks the digniiy of annals and
history, yet claimed for it even more "pleasure and instruction,® as,
being contracted into a single individual, the examples of virtue
Ystrike upon our minds & gtronger and more lively iwpression®  than is
possible to history.eo Although later blographers supplied exauples
of virtuous acticn, few stated expressly that they were adhering to
Dryden's theory; usually, rather they seemed bent on glorifying their
subjects, Nor did critics pick up Dryden's potentially enti=-intellec~-
tual idea that a lively impression covld conduce more to good behavior
than reasoned persuasion, Through the first half of the eighteenth
century, there was little.critical theory on biography except for
North's "General Preface," still unpublished in its whole,81 and only
occasional comments in other prefaces, But in 1750 Johnson echoed the
utile-dulce theme:

e o o no 3pecles of writing seems wore wa thy of cultivae=

tion than biography, since none can be more delightful or

more useful, none can more cortainly enchain the heart by

irresistible interest, or more widely diffuse instruction

to every diversity of condition.

(Rambler 60)

As an old man, in reference to his Lives, he wrote on Good Friday, 1779,
"written I hope in such a manner as may tend to the promotion of Pietyﬁﬁa
By 1762 pleasure was taken for granted, and it was usefulness that Golde
gmith: theught underrated; he praised biography not only for the former,
but also for the "instruction it artfully and unexpectedly conveya to
the understanding."e5 One could, of course, read biography especially
for its benefits, which, toward the end of the century, tended to be

less colestial (as in saints' lives) and more sescular. A good biography,
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rightly used, could te an eighteenth-century "how-to-succeed" manual,

Matthew Maty, in the "Introduction" to his Memcirs of Chesterfield, did

not mention pleasure but rather recormended biography as a means of
learning about human nature, |

Frow the life of almost any one individual, but chiefly
from the lives of such eminent men as seemed destined to
enlighten or to adorn society, instructions may be drawn,

suitable to every capacity, range, age, or station, Young
men aspiring 4o honours cannot be too assiduous in tracing
the meana by vhich they were obtained: by observing with

what difficulty they were preserved, they will be apprised
of their real valus, estimate the risks of the purchase, 4
and discover frequent disappointments in the possession.8

Similarly, in an enthusiastic review of the Lives of the English Poets,

the Monthly Review in 1779 praised Johnson for being ever aware that

biography ought to be a "lesson in virtue" (MR, 1779, Pe 7).

But after Johnson, and especially after publication of the Life of
Johnson, the question of utility, though still honored in the observance,
was beginning to suffer breaches, True, as late as 1790 and 1791, the

Gentleman's Magazine published letters praising biography as "univere

sally useful (G, 1790, p. 910) and as instructive of youth (GY, 1791,

Pe 713), and as late as 1799 the Monthly Review commentator on General

Biography devoted almost as much space to utile as to dulce (yg, 1799,

pe 241), More typical, however, was the Gentlerman's Magazine writer

who called the Journal "instructive and ed ifying" but who devoted a good
deal more space to the btook®s truthfulness and manner of composition

(GM, 1785, pe 889)s 4 1792 review of the Memoirs of Jortin mentioned

the inatruction and amusement afforded by the subject but of the bioge
raphy only lemented that tlere was not any more "personal information”

(MR, 1792, p. 413). Interest had turned from utility to two other
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qualitiess realism (desire for which James Clifford suggests is a
reason for the rise of intimate biographie885) and arousal of emotlons,

Realism is not so much an objective standard--after all, one can
speak of the "realism® of a piece of fiction==as it is an effect, That
is, it is different from fact in that the latter remains constan%, no
matter what the terms, whereas realism is the effect of a certain ar
rangenent and choice of fact. A botter sense of life may be obtained

from & novel like Moil [landers than from a factual but dry recital of

the education and posts of a Matthew Hale, Whether a novel or biography
is realistic depends greatly upon the reader—=the creation of a sense of
life in him is required, Thus, the fact that most readers agree that

the Life of Johnson is realistic is a result not only of the qualitles

of the work but also of the eighteentlmcentury favorite, the uniformity
of the human heart, In-biography, realise depends on the reader's sense
of a living man, with virtues and flaws mixed, kindness: to animals
aligned with arrogance to servants, flashes of altruism with stinginess,
inexplicable quirks with orderly account books, None of his qualities
are unique, but their arrangement and intensity in him are.86

Not realism, nor uniqueness, nQr creation of a lively image was
commonly & goel in pre=ialton biographies.. Rather, establislment of a
healthy distance between saint and reader would keep the reader in his
place.' Sprat may have sighed as he put aside the Cowley letters, but
his concern was with the public Cowley, not the private one, A few
years later Burnet chose to say nothing of Kale's "dowestic concerns,”
Such blographies might tell of publiec actions revealing viciousness,

but not a private letiter revealing a sense of humor; they would describe



38

evidence of public munificence but not of private hatefulness., Dryden,
however, saw the possibilitlies of biography as revelatory of what all
men share; althoygh practice would not catch up with hirm for many
years, he saw that, ideally, in biography, |
| The pageantry of life is taken away; you see the poor

reasonable animal as naked as ever nature made hiu; are

mgde acquainﬁfd with his g%ssions and his follies,and

find the demi-god, a man.
That Roger North meant to create living men is evident from changes in
his manuscript in which indirect discourse became dramatic dialogue.88

Realism in biography, as in the novel, begen to be a value, not a
flaw, in the eighteenth century, and ways were discovered to create it,
In contradistinction to Sprat, use of private correspondence and diaries
became popular, and the autoblographical way of writing a biographyme
heavy reliance on the words of the subjectewculwinated in the works of
Kason and Boswell, Letters had been used in a number of English biog
raphies, from Eddius's life of Wilfred in the early eighth century to
the Renaissance, Walton's Lives, and several seventeenthwcentury biog-
raphies by intimatesof the subject; Sprat was inveighing against an
accepted practice.89 Letters had been published in the eighteenth
century by the writers themselves, such as those by Pope, but Conyers
Middleton's Cicero, 1741, was the first major blography to use them ex=-
tensively as source material, (Roger North had earlier used letters
and memoranda in the lives of his brothers, but these were not publ ished
until 1742.91)
Once the concept of research in biography had passed beyond

official documents and public records, the work of Boswell with letters,

diaries, conversation, and interviews with friends was inevitable,
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althowh to some readers he seemed the farthest swing of the pendulum,
Creation of the sense of & l¥ing man was not a desirable goal, however,
to such as Vicesimus Knox, who complained about the Journals
Is it to be believed that the greatest men in all history,
would have appesared almost uniformly great, if the taste
of their age, and the communicative disposition of their
intiwate friends, had published with private conyersation,
the secrets of their closets and their chambers??
Knox even feared that Johnson's moral writings would be less effective
now that readers knew so much of him, (Implicit in XKnox's statement are
two beliefs: first, that the purpose of blography is to show the greats.
ness of great men; second, that no man porirayed with fidelity will be
believed great; hence, a "true" biography defeats the purposes of the

genre.) The Monthly Review's Samuel Badcock also would have preferred

a more shining report on the venerated Johnson, but was puzzled about
vhere to put the blame for what he considered the Journalb indiscretions:

e o o When a great man is exhibited in those moments in which
he forgets his dignity, we rather blame the historian who
records his weakness, than the hero, who in coumon life is no
more than & comumon man. If, however, the hero is pleased to
see himself reduced to the level of frail mortelity, who will
then find fault with the historian? If Dr. Johnson was
satisfied to have tle foolish speeches he made, and the per=
verse things he did, recorded with fidelity;==if on review=
ing theum, he pronounced them to be faitkful representations
of his principles, his manners, and his conversation, who
will blame Mr, Bdswell?

: (3R, 1786, p. 277)

Several people would, among them Elizabeth Montagu and Bishop Percy,

already quoted, But the Gentleman's Magazine reacted enthusiastically

to Boswell's method, more impressed by the detail and presumed factue
ality than by anything else,

This journal was coumposed during the actﬁal performance of
the Tour, and must consequently be far more faithful than
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the details which are the result of recollection, VWhilst ,
e o We refllect that it is not a seleciion of whatever was
great and good in our illustrious biographer, but a plain
and simple nerrative of the ordinary business and manner of
his life, we must be impressed with wonder and veneration,

(EE; 1785, p. 889)

And finally, in a review of the Transactions of the Roval Society of

Edinburgh in 1800, the main complaint is of the lack of dotail, and
the question "When is biography interesiing?" is answered par tly, fwhen
it excites curiosity by reporting the little things of great men' (MR,
1800, pe 2)=-that is, when it shows them as human beings rather than as
mannequing.

That review goes on to elaborate on the concept of dulce, defining
an effect of biography that Dryden only alluded to and few others had
mentiomd=ethe touching of the reader's heart, Biography is interesting
when it, among other effects, "elevates affection by tales of distress
or goodness® (MR, 1800, pe 2). The utilitarian result, always a leader
before, now trails a poor fifth in that 1list, and the arousal of emotion,
previously suspect, is a primary goal, Aubrey wrote Wood 15 June 1680
that some passages of his notes "would raise a blush in a young virgin's
cheegkeM==but those are the ones that should be removed.95 The suggestion
of emotional effect occurs in Dryden's comparison of biography to sune
beams focused to a point, whereby thoy "have a greater force" and Ystrike

w94

upon our minds a stronger and more lively impression, The necessity
of attracting the reader's attention was apparent even to Burnet, who

saw that princes' lives amused the reader's fancy without giving him anye
thing useful; therefore, Burnet reasoned, the lives of private men would

be more beneficial, as they would touch the reader's heart by displaying

“ﬂiadom and virtue « o o in such plain and familiar stances" that he
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would thus be more effectively directed to virtue.95

The efficacy of specific instances in directing the reader toward
virtue, through arousing his emotions, is attributed to history also by
Bolingbrokes "Example appeals not to our understanding alone, but %o
our passions likewise, o o o Example sets passion on the side of judg-
mertte o o ."96 The beneficial effect of bilography need not have to do
with specific examples of virtue, Boswell wrote in 1778 that blography
served him by "withdrewing /his/ attention" from himself to otlers,
besides "entertaining" him "with real incidents"' of exiatence.97 One
reason, then for the phenomenal number of biographies of middle~ and
lower~class persons in the eighteenth century may be the realization
that readers want to read about people like themselves, because for %them
there 1s morerealism in a novel about Pamela than in a factual accownt
of a prince, The "greater force," which Dryden believed would better
impress on the mind examples of virtue in action, would later become
not a means but an end, and, fescinated by the range of fact, anecdote,
and subject matter avallable, writers from Grub Street to Streatham ine
dulged in collectiona‘of ana without moral purpose.

English biography moved a long'way between Sprat's omission of
Cowley's letters and Goldsmith's gtatement in 1762 that "affections and
follies are properly the materisls Zzhe historian or biographq§7 has to
work with," Like Burnet, Goldsmith believed that general histories and
governors' lives could benefit few, as only a few lived similarly, but
the homely detailé of even princes' lives might be of use, for

the generality of mankind find the most real limprovement

from relations which are leveled %o the general surface of
life; which tell, not how men learnod to conquer, but how .
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they endeavoured to live; not how they gained the shout of
the admiring croud, but how they acquired the esteem of their
friends and acquaintance,
The theme was s8%ill utility, but the rousing of the reader's emotions
was beginning to usurp the place of logical exposition as a means to
teach him virtue., In 1752 Thomas Viarton wrote in praise of facts that

they are "impressed upon the mind by the passions" and therefore batter

vehicles for instructian.99 The preface to The Life of Petrarch by Mra,

Susanna Dobson in 1775 announced that the book would be instructive of
humen nature because it would "so effectingly exhibit to mortals®
(italics mine) the trials of earthly 1ife, °C The two qualitles of
exotional response and instruction, which lmd a causal relation for

Dryden, Burnet, and Johnson, were separated in a Monthly Review comment

on Johnson's Lives, which praised the author for his commenis, intere
spersed with the narratives, which "either direct the judgment or meli=-
orate the heart" (italics mine) (MR, 1779, P.s T)e

That Johnson ever wrote solely to meliorate the heart, without
moral purpose, is to be doubted, Although he cauplained that the life~
lessness of Sprat's "Cowley" was a result of too little detail, he did
not, in theory or practice, fall into the trap of reciting ana. Even
as he recognized that the moving of the passions and arousal of sympathy
is an excellence of biography and that "there has rarely passed a life
of which a judicious and faithful narrative would not be useful," he
knew that biographers were liable to include inconsequential details,
such as the rate of Addison's pulse (Rambler 60). Johnson himself did
not fall into that trap and has been criticized for not including anec=

dotes or details when he must have known them, as in "The Life of
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Savage," He, who spoke and wrote so eloquently on the use of detail,
fnade no more than a feeble effort himself ., o o to preserve the man

entire and in action in the Boswellian manner."w1

Boswell, before the
fact, defended Johnson from that twentieth=century accusation, singling
out for praise his "minute selection of characteristical circumstances®
in the 1754 "Life of Cave" (Life, I, 256).

The term "characteristical circumstance" is the operative one,
suggesting & motive more for reading biography than for writing it, one
which was articulated more and more after 1750, although the goal was a
neo=claggical byworde~general nature, Johnson would have details and
anecdotes chosen for their implications about the character of the Sube
ject, and, by extension, about the character of menkind, An indulgence
in ana might even have a negative effect on the reader, as pointed out
by Walter Jackson Bate in his summary of Jolmson's thought on the sub-
jects

e o o 8n overconcentration on the specific particular not
only diverts the gaze from the central and ideal reality to
the defective accident, but also, because the particular by
itself usually appeals only %to changing conditions and intere
ests, it way also fail to affect the reader except momentare
ilijZ .
But, despite Johnson, as biography began to be valued by commentators as
a textbook on man, what he would have called numbering the sireaks of
the tulip increased rather than declined, The conviction that the human
heart is in everyone the same was expressed in Goldsmith's "Nash"s
The great and the little, as they have the same senses, and
tle same affections, generally present the same picture to
the draughtaman; end whether the hero or the clown be the

subject of the memolr, it is on1¥ wan that appears with all
his native minuteness about him,'02
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Thus blography, like death, is & leveler, Realization of that essen=
tial likeness might have its own utilitarian effect on the soul of a’
reader, Demonstration of the variations of fortune to which "eings
like ourselves are liable in every rank and profession of life," bew
lieved Mrs, Dobson, would humble the pride and touch the heart, causing
the reader to consider not this life but the one beynnd.m4 Despite
Mrs. Dobson, usually knowledge of human nature was considered an end in
itself, whatever the possessor might care to make of it. Knox praised
Suetonius's pictures of men, though "loathsome to behold," for they
would help the philosopher "form a more complete idea of human nature
in all the gradations of degeneracy and peri‘ection."m5 Thus, although
he accused Johnson of indulging in spleen in harsh accounts, Knox would
adeit that unattractive aspects of life could be included if they cone
tributed to a picture of human nature.* So would Johnson, as revealed
in the Sibbald incident: Boswell had the manuscript of the life of
Scottish antiquarian Sir Robert Sibbald, who was converted to the Cathoe
lic faith but while spending the winter with the Duke of Perth, who had
attracted him to Catholicism, "found the rigid fasting prescribed by
the church very severe upon him," reconsidered the matter,"and having
then seen that he was in the wrong, returned to Protestantism," Mrs,
Thrale disccuraged publication, for "To discover such weakness exposes
a man when he is gone," Johnsont "Nay, it is an honest picture of

human nature, How often are the primary motives of our greatest actions

*Bvidently he did not believe in 1787 that Boswell's account in the
Journal of Johnson's "foibles and weaknesses" did so (Dn the Character
of Doctor Johnson and the Abuse of Biography," The British Essayists,

38, 72).
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as small as Sibbald's, for his re-conversion" (Life, III, 227-28). The
importance Jolmson attached to the story was not that 1t illustrated an
inconsistency on Sibbald's part, but that Sibbald’s inconsistency is
typical of human nature.* Matthew Maty in 1777 also called biography
a teacher of general nature., "It is from observing different individe
uals that we may be enabled to draw the outlines of that extraordinarily

w106 ooncern with general nature declined, howe

complicated being, nan,
ever, as emphasis came in the latter part of the century to be put on
the differences between men rather than on their similarities. The
particular, or detail, was studied for "the revelation of its essential
nature as as particular" rather than for the generality it might sug=
gest.1o7 That chenge, beginning most spectacularly with Boswell's
work,** would affect the method of biography, but the conviction that

all ren were essentially alike was not lost, 4s lato as 1851, Thomas

Carlyle wrote in The Life of John Sterling that "a true delineation of

the smallest man, and his scene of pilgrimage through life, is capable
of intereating the greatest man; . ., « all are to an unspeakable degree
brothers, each man's life a strange emblem of every man's."108 To learn

about another man was %o learn about all men, even oneself, end the

*One wonders what general statement Johnson would have drawn from his
own refusal to tell Boswell what he did with acraped and dried orange
peels (Life, II, 330~31)~=possibly that most men have inexplicable
quirks of character, or that they like to tease persistent and curious
friends,

**The difference between the works of Johnson and Boswell is the difw-
ference between personal and impersonal biography, according to Elizabeth
Drev in The Enjoyment of Literaiure (New York, 1935), pe 96. Johnson's
practice was to "direct the reader's attention to a certain evaluation of*-
the facts;® Boswell's, to "collect the evidence and let the hero speak
for himself," the reader to evaluate tho facts.
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introspective urge of the writers of the first half of the nineteenth
century altered only the materials of biography, not the basic craving
for it.
The craving for biography in the early eighteenth century, al=
'though i% included a desire for collected lives of botanists and regi-
cides, Indian converts and empresses, men who died in 1711 and ancient

109 often centered on the lives of famous men, and the

philosophers,
public's curiosity about the great was balanced by the writers' desire
to make money by satisfying it. Of course, the writing of any life for
publication assumes some interest in it, but some biographers had to
create a demand for their worke=Mrs, Pilkington, for instance, by prome
iaing scandal about those who did not subscribe to ite~whereas it could
be assumed that a reading, buying public awaited the lives of those who
had made news, Contrary to the thought of sone ssventeenth=century
theorists, the public's curiosity would not be satisfied by what could
be found in the public records; when a figure was sufficiently eminent,

no detail was too small to please some eightesnth=century readers, The

anonymous Monthly Review commenter on Nichols's Biographical Anecdotes

of William Hogarth transformed whet some would call nosiness into a

universal aspect of humen natures

When a man hath distinguished himself by any extraordinary
efforts of genius, and gained the summit of popular fame,
we naturally wish to be acquainted with the wmwost interes ting
circumstances of his life and characters and even those cire
cums tances, which mway be trifling in themselves, and which by
no means would bear to be recorded, did they refer to persons
of little fame, yet, when connected with a character that
hath excited our admiration, or with works that we have cone
templatod with delight, they derive a kind of adventltious
consequence from their relation, and are sought after with
infinitely wore avidity than greater wmatters of lesser men.
(I‘_’Bs 1781, p. 415)
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Or, the bigger the man, the smaller the pleasing detail, Public curi-
osity, especially about literary figures, was recognized, satisfied,

and capitalized upon by Nichols, who in the Gentleman's Mecazine columms

was able to request information from his readers and to publish lte
usually ending with a request for more, Answers to queries in Magazine
colunns appeared later in Nichols's editions of Swift's Works, Atter=

bury's Letters, and Steele's Correspondence.11o Such & businessman

would not have produced his seventeen volumes of Anecdotes and Illustra=-

tions had he hot published the truth in a Magazine review of Literary

and Blogrephical Anecdotes of William Bowyer: "The perpetual enquiries

of our correspondents after anecdotes of eminent writers may be fairly
uentioned as a proof of the utility of such a book" (GM, 1782, p. 582).
The "utility" has presumably changed from the work's effect on the
reader's inclination to virtue to its efficacy at scratching an intel=
lectual itch, That readers are interested in minutee about the famous
was not questioned by most reviewers, but the biographers! judgment
often was, for over-abundance of detail was a comumon complaint after mid-
century. The issue was enlivened by Boswell's Journal in 1786 and the
Life in 1791. An extremely stated but typical advocation of the use of

detall appeared in the Monthly Review notes on the Life, which admitted

that though too much detail can be dull,

vhere the biographer has for his subject the life and sentiw
ments of so eminent an instructor of mankind as Samuel Johnw
son, and so immense a store=house of wmental treasure %o open
and disclose to the eager curiosity of rational and laudable
énquiry, there can be no jusi exception taken against the
nuzber and variety of the objocts exhibited, He will ask
"What conversation could have pasgsed, where so great a genius
presided, at which every man of learning and taste would not
wish to have been present, or, at least, to have it faithfully
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reported to him?" To the reporter, would he not say "Give
ua all; suppress nothing; lest, in rejecting that which, in
your estimation, way seem to be of inferior value, you un=
warily throw away gold with the dross,*

(MR, 1792, pp. 3=H)
Devotees of Johnson such as Nichols and Boswell, of course, thought
nothing of the man too small to be preserved, though they might not
print all that they knew, Nichols, wrote Boswell in praise, "seems
justly to think that every fragment of so great a man is worthy of being

preserved" (Life, IV, 37, n, 4).

Adverse Criticism

Overuse of detail was but one of a multitude of faults the biogra= .

pher was liable to; & reviewer of General Biography epitomized them in

17993

Some have collected facts which they committed to paper
without order or selection; others have selected facts, but
with the sinister intention of consigning their subject to
unmerited infamy, or of bedecking him with undeserved praise,
Sowe have been impartial, but have been indolent in research,
and destitute of discrimination; while many have brought %o
their task impariiality, industry, and good sense, but have
wanted taste, learning, and skill in composition, %o illus=
trate and adorn the subject on which they wrote,

(MR, 1799, p. 242)

The flaws or perversions of blography as an ari{ can generally be traced
to concentration on the purpose or objective rather than on the subject,.
Biographies intended %o honor men exalt tlsm beyond credibility; like
those intended to commemorate them, they are paeans, not lives, The
saint's~life syndrome was condemned by Burnet, who, as we have seen,
called it an "indecent way of writing" that depended on "out-lying"

111

other writers, The ethical fault was not so likely, however, as the

ge sthetic one~~lifelessness., Johnson complained of Sprat's "Cowley"
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that the subject could not be seen through the ¥mist of panegyrick."112
Desire to exalt one's subject could lead to accidental or intentional
misinterpretdtion of fact or to a kind of intellectual myopia. For

instance, in the biography of French physician Lewils Morin that Johnson

translated for the Gentleman's Magazine, it was sald that Morin's index

to: Hippocrates roquired the "assiduity and patience of a hermit." John=
son's footnote huffeds | |
This is an instance of the disposition generally found in
writers of lives, to exalt every common occurrence and action
into wonder, Are not indexes daily written by men who neither

receive nor expect any loud applause for their labours?
(9,!_’ 17419 Po 577)

That affection could color judgment was a danger most blographers and
critics were avare of, Early in the century Joseph Addison said flatly
that it was unfit for the history of any public person to appear, "till
envy and friendship are laid asleep, and the prejudice both of his
antagonists and adherents have, in somwe degree, sofiened and subdued."n5
Not only friends and enemies are capable of writing biassed biographies,
of course, for a writer may develop a real affection for one long dead,
or for political reasons may wish to abuse one he never knew, Conyers
Middleton pointed out in the proface to Cicero the; psychological fact
that a writer of blography tends to choose a subject with whom he 1s
sympathetlc and that therefore the biography is apt to be partial; he
aduitted to a favorable opinion of Cicero but tried to let the facts

w114 Not only a favorable but also an unfavorable

"speak for themselves,
attitude could govern the viriting of biographies., Johnson--twenty years

after the lives for the Gentleman's lagazine, twenty yeara before the

Lives of the English Poets=-stated, 1n aupport of autobiography:
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He that writes the life of another is either his friend or
his eneumy,and wishes either to exalt his pralse or aggra-
vate his infamy: many temptations to falsehood will ocour
in the disguise of passions, too specious to fear much
resistance, Love of virtuve will snimete panegyrick, and
hatred of wickedness embitter censure, The zeal of grati=-
tude, the ardour of patriotism, fondness for an opinion,
or fidelity to e party, may easily overpower the vigilance
of a mind habitually well disposed, and prevail over unas=
sisted and unfriended veracity.

(Idler 84)

In other words, the ills that human nature is heir to will almost
alvays prevent perfect truthfulness in blography.

The inclination to abusse, if judgment can be wade from the comments
on it, was less prevalent than that to exali, #nd today no one would

agree with Mrs, Montagu's opinion that the Life of Johnson qualified

as malicious dishonoring on Boswell's part. But that book inspired her
to write despairingly to Mrs. Piozzi on the tendency of late eighteenth=
contury biographys "May the new invented mode of disgracing the dead &
calumniating y® living perish with the short lived vork of Master Bos=-
well."115 The abundance of what she considered unattractive or deni-
grating detail about Johnson brought forth that tirade; thus the growe
ing tendency to attempt to present a living man, requiring intimate and
homely detail, could be interpreted by reactionaries as a tendency to
abuse,* Simce the eighteenth century, biographers have moved so faf
past Boswell in revelation that one reviewer has called this "the age of
the voyeur," asking,

*Pogsibly detail was not the sole reason to blame biography as abuse,
The reviewer in Gentlewan's Mazazine, 1792, of the Memoirs of the Life
of Gilbert Wakefield wrote, "We observe, with pain, that mode mbiography
is become a vehicle for abusive reflections on the writer's contemporae
ries and acquaintance, For this we mpy thank Monsieur Bayle, who took

every opportunity of introducing into his Biographical Dictionary senti=
ments repugnant to Religlon and Morality" (pe 737)e
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What moral right have we to be party to the anatomlcal
details of Ernest Hemingway's collapse into alcoholic rage
and creative impotence? . . . . Are the illustrious dead, ,.¢
to whose gifts we owe so much, to go as naked as the living?
Mra, Montagu might have asked the same question, and her reason might
have been similar; the twentieth~century critic concluded that of the

very great writers "we ought not to know too much.," Such "banal inti-

macy® as he found iﬁ Carlos Baker's Ernest Hemingway should be avoided,

for it blura rather than sharpens the reader's focus on Hemingway's

117

works. 0f course, Mrs, Montagu's standard of simple decency is not
the same as the critic's standard of literary appreciation, but their
answer to the question of how much to tell is the sawe: not everything..
For most critics, however, the possibility of abuse was a less
serious threat than an artistic one, The use of intimate detail is
essential to the creation of the sense of a living man, but it is a
practice that can easily be overdone, To readers and critics, accus-
tomed to the saints'-lives style, homely detasils showing a subject as
a human being were dull, pointless, aﬁd distasteful, If a man made his
natie a3 a public servant, they reasonsed, his public activities were the
only ones that could be of intsrest, Comment has been made on the
pauclty of personal information in the lives by Burnet, who considered
"£rifling accounts, of the childhood and education, and the domestic or
privatevaffairs" as mere padding.118 After Burnet and until after 1750,
I found no derogatory comment about the proliferation of personal detail
or anecdote, but it 1s hard to asay whether the practice of using them
went into eclipse or readers simply became accustomed to them end liked

them. Since most biographies of the first half of the century dealt

with men dead some years (excepting the Grub Street works about men
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sometimes not yet buried)--Middleton's Cicero, Mallet's Bacon, John=
son's "Blake" and "Drake"~=such detail or anecdote probably was not
available and research was limited to public records, After 1750,
however, there were numerous complaints that biographers were falling
to use taste or judgment in the selection of detail, bveginning with
Ramblér 60's condemnation of meaningless detail, Johnson's opinion

was echoed eight years later in a Mohthly Review article on John

Jortin'e Erasnus, which called detail-gatherers "laborious drones"

without "genius, taste, or learning,"
These industrious drudges, equal %to any fatigue themselves,
seem %o imagine that their readers can never be tired o + o
They, no doubt, think it the office of a faithful historian,
not to omit the most trivial snccdote; and they often insult
our patience with tedious relations, as uninteresting as if
they were %o acquaint us=~That on such an hour, of such a
day, in such a year, the Hero of their endless tale sat
down, to pair his nails 119

A corollary to the surfeit of detail about great figures was a

surfeit of blographies about small ones, Because there were just so

nmany major figures around, the popularity of life=-writing was extended

%o men and groups of men who previously would have been allowed to rest

unmenoridlized, From monarchs to chimneysweeps was the progress of

James Granger's Biographical History,120 and presumably these volumes

were snapped up, for a total of seventy-eight biographical collections
appeared in England between 1660 and 1800121—-totaling mwore than one
every two years, most in the eighteenth century. They, and the many
more biographies that appeared in magazines and newspapers, can be
accounted for by the antiquarian impulse (which produced hundreds of

the lives in Kichols's Anecdotes) and the desire of friends or relatives
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or parishioners to preserve the meuory of a loved one, The effect
wag, however, according to & writer in The Lounger of 1785, to debase
the forms

That department of writing, . » has been of late so much
cultivated, that it has fared with biography as with every
other art; it has lost much of its dignily in its coumon=
ness, and many lives have been presented %o the publick,
from which 1ittle instruction or amusement could be drawn,
Individuals have been traced in minute and ordinary actions,
from which no consequences could arise,but to the private
circle of their own families end friends, and in the detall
of which we saw no passion excited, no character developed,
nothing that should distinguish them from common occurrences,
'which dully took their course, and were forgotten.'122

The Anecdotes, warmly praised in the Gentleman's lagazine as a valuable

collection: of information, has indeed served as Nichols meant it to,

as a mine for the future~~the Dictionary of National Biography is

heavily indebted to it125-~but Horace Walpole believed it was not worth

Nichols's pains, and wished "that he would not dub so meny mwen great.

I have known several of his lhoroes, who were very litile men."124

Sumrzary of Theory

Nichols doubtless did err in calling many of his subjects "great,
but Walpole was bucking the trend of the century when he sneered at the
littleness of the Pigures in the Anecdotes (and by implication in the

Gentleman's Magazine, for many of the lives in the former werec firsﬁ

published in whole or in part in the latier), Choice of biographical
subjects moved during the century from kings to cabbage=growers, and the
"democratization," as Stauffer calls it,125 waa felt in the Magazine,

The purposes of Gentleman's lagezine writers changed too. Like

other biographers in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth cen=
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turies, those of the 1740's sought to eatisfy public curiosity by pube
lishing inforwaiion about well=known persons, Usually they also
painted the subject's virtues so glowingly that the reader might be
inspired to emulate them, Although the purpose of satisfying curie
osity about the famous never waned, by the end of the century Gentle-

man's Magazine biographers had another purpose, to preserve the meumo=

ries of those who were not famous or to pay tribute to an old friend or
teacher, Although establishment of the truth was & goal in the 1740's
and the 1790's, in the latter decade "truth" seemed to mean any fact a
writer could find end set down, rather than the general truths that
Johnson ingerted in his Facazine biographies (arising from the particu=
lars of his subject's 1ife).

The issues of eighteenth-century bilographical theory=--use of anece
dotes, of intimate detail, and of discrediting facts~=are not much
evident in the Masazine blographies of either decade, The few anece
dotes are usually illustrative of character, and there are no details
that a twentieth=century reader would conaider "intimate" (except, per=
haps, the existence of a natural daughter or intrigues with women, but
these are rare), Since the majority of the biographérs were presenting'
their subjects as good men or women, neither are there any discrediting
facts, except when the thesis of the blography dewended them, as in the
cases of the executed Scot rebels (slurs are made on their "principles")
and of the demagogue Rienzy in the 1740's, No Magazine subject in the
1790's is prescnted as so wicked as those, but there is somewhat
greater honesty in the description of characters=~one man was quick=

tempered, another impecunious. Still, no real moral lapses are named,
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Although they may have faced the same problems of finding and
selecting facts, Magazine biographers rarely mentioned them. They
often listed their sources, which were usually public records or
printed material in the 1740's, sometimes personal material (such as
private or family papers) in the 1790's. 1In both decades complaints
were made about untruths circulating about their subjects, which this
biography would clear up, If they had to decide whethsr to make publiec
a scurrilous detail, there is no evidence of it in the biographies, énd
nothing is there, in the judguent of a twentieth-century reader, that
might pain a survivor. In neither decade, then, did Magazine blogra=
phere face the criticism leveled at James Roswell after his revelations
about Johnson, In attitude toward subjects if not in subjects, the

Gentleman's Mazazine at the end of the century was publishing biogra=

phies very like those if published at midwcentury.

Blographies Qutside the Gentleman's Magazine

Outside the Magazine, however, change is more apparent. To show
that Nichols, although a diligen% compiler, did not go as far a’s his
céntemporaries in the changes in the form, style, and subject of biogra=
phy, this section will summarize Donald A, Stauffer's observations in

The Art of Biography in Bighteenth Century England on the trends of the

century in life=writing outside periodicals,

The word that best describes the history of biograﬁhy in the
eighteenth century is "expanding"emexpanding in subject matter, in
materials, in forms, and in audlience, Spurred by the success of novels

and autobiographies and inspired by their methods, biographers increased
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in number too, as did the outlets for their writing. The number of
" biographies of literary value or importance in the history of the
genre may be an index of its vitality, for Stauffer lists six for the
first decade of the eighteenth century, twenty-two for the fifth, and
fifty-seven for the tenth.126 The popularity of collections of lives,
Christian lives, and eensationalism remained high in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, but in the latter there were also some
changes: increasing subjectivity, expansim of the number of subjects
suitable for blography, more use of details, greater regard for truth,
and new attention to form and style,

Some tendencies of biégraphy with roots in the seventeenth cen-
tury persisted throughouﬁ the eighteenth, Antony Wood's collection of
lives of Oxford scholars was one of many collections of lives, and one
on comparatively logical grounds at that, Limlted collections con=-
tinued %o be popular in the late eighteenth century. Horace Walpole,
in his collection of the lives of noble and royal authors, listed col=-
lections on odder principless

Balihezar Bonifacius made a collections of such as had been
in love with statues: Ravisius Textor, of such as have died:
laughing: Vossius, of chronologers: Bartholinus, of physie
clans who have been poets. There are catalogues of modern
Greek poets; of Jllustrious bastardas; of translators; of

Frenchmen who have studied Hebrew, ¢ « o

Other more general collections were Thomas Fuller's The History of the

Worthies of England, 1662, and Edwond Bohun's The Great Historical, Geo=

graphical and Poetical Dictionary, 1694; in the same tredition were

Thomas Mortimer's British Plutarch, 1762, and Silvester Harding's The

Biographical Mirrour, 1795-1802, The epitowme of collected biographies

would have been the second edition of the Bidzraphia Britannis, which
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finally foundered under its own weight after the f£ifth volume (F).128
'Such collections result from the penchant for organizing, classifying,

and displaying knowledge, the same penchant that resulted in the founda=

tion of the British Museum in 1759 and the first parts of the Encyclo=

peedia Britannica in 1768,

One of the earliest kinds of subjects of biography remained popular
throughout the eighteenth century, the Christian life, Some of the
earliest biographies in English, M 1fric's sainta' lives of the last
decade of the tenth century, are in the same tradition that produced
Izaak Valton's lives of Anglican divines in the mid=-seventeenth century

and the "Memoirs of Bernard Gilpin" in the 1794 Gentleman's Magazine,

In the late seventeenth century came collections of Christian biograe=

phiess Samuel Clarke's Marrow of Ecclesiastical History, 1650, and

William Winstanley's A loyal Martyrology, 1662.129 In the eighteenth

century Christian divines gave way to Christian laymen, martyrs to

those who triumphed on earth, bilography to autoblography and theology
to emotion, but the interest in Christian life was maintained, With
the decline of the number of clergymen so honored ceme the decline of
interest in theology; the laymen who replaced them as subjects displayed
more emotional vigor than intellectual, Most of the eighteenth-century
lives were by or about Quakers and Methodists, but Baptists, Puritans,
Catholics, and Presbyterians also had their spokesmen; the Anglicans

130

were relatively quiet, except about political issues, Quakers by

1725 had published more than eighty confessions and journdls, mostly

13

concerned with conversion and religious 1life, The most prominent

Methodist example is John Wesley, whose Journal was not published until
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1827 but of whom there was a biography as early as 1752, the ysar of
his death, by John Whitehead, That other Methodiat biographies were
written is partially attributable to Wesley, who required that his
itinerant preachers submit to him a record of tlieirlives, conversions,
and ministerial careers; these were often used in the Methodists®

132

Arminian Magazine, Emphasis in all these non~Anglican lives was on

individual experience and response155 rather than on external events,

an emphasis that coincided with that of nonereligous biographies,
Satisfaction of vulgar curiosity was a third tendency of biography

that persisted throughout the century., Although ths purpose of such,

works as criminals! lives or accounts of crimes was sometimes ostensibly

to point with alarm, little moral valué could be attributed to, say,

The case of John Atherton, Bishop of Waterford in Ireland, Who was cone

victed of the sin of uncleaness with a cow, and other creatures, for

which he was hanged at Dublin, Decem, 5, 1640, Curiosity about quirks .

of nature, both human and external, was catered to by such publications

as these, found in a single volume at the Bodleians
accounts of Newgate criminals; taunts against the French
king; prophecies of James Ussher, Archbishop of Armagh;
stories of fires, Quakers and impostors; or coronation
ceremonies, ghosts, and sextuplets; of devils which appeared
to old bawds and of umnatural and cruel fathers, sons,
daughters, and uncles; a life of the murderer Edwazd Jeffere
ies and another of the adventurer Captain Avery.15

Stories of man's inhumanity to man poured from the presses: anscdotes

of John Reinhold Patkul (1761), who was broken alive on the wheel, the

sufferings of a Protestant galley-slave on a French ship (tmnslated by

Oliver Goldsmith in 1758)., The reward for lack of virtue was often bio= .

graphical attention, for eriminala' stories, usually published juat
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before or after their executions, were lmmensely popular in the first
third of the century, For twopence one could buy a collections of the
confessions and dying words of the unfortunates executed at Tyburn on
a given day; these were verified and signed by the prison chaplain, for
those who wanted authenticity.135

If one's stomach were not up to the bestial or the criminal, he
could take refuge in what was potentlally a more harmful form of the
study of human nature in books: gossip, sometimes meant to hurt,
Thomas Whitehead, butler, angry because the Duchess of Kingston tried

to cut off his legacy from the Duke, turned out Original Anecdotes of

his late master in 1792 to show what life was like ig a noble's home.156
Both Letitia Pilkington, who' wemoirs were published at wmid=century, and
her son John Carteret Pilkington, whose Real Story was published in

1760, were masters of the art of biographical blackmail; those who re=
fused to subscribe to their works were pilloried in succeeding volumee.‘57
A trifle higher on the scale of moral value, perhaps, were the lives of
soldiers, sajilors, adventurors, and travelers, Travel stories, for
instance, could be aé revealing of character as straight blography; wit=
ness Boswell's and Johnson's accounts of their journey in Scotland. And
travel stories could be educationale=how else might the average reader
find out about life in Patagonia (as told by John Byron, 1768) or Kame
chatka (as told by the Count.de Benyowsky, 1790)?138 A soldier who wrote
his memoirs in prison was the Scot Major Alexander Ramkinge, who had
served twentyaeight years in five countries; his story, which Stauffer

praises as adding art to truth, was published in 1719,1%% William

Fuller, impostor, prisoner, and spy, wrote his own story, published in
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1701, and Abel Roper's and two anonymous biographies of him wers pub=-
" 1ished in 1692, 1700, and 1701, respectively.14° Another odd character
was Baumpfylde-Moore Carew, who abandoned his schooling to become kin g
of the beggars; two biographies of him were published in the 1740'a,
The appeal of such lives seems %o have been in tieir deviation from
the ordinary; the reader bought them to marvel et the variety of possi-
bilities open to human life, for in reading them he could rarely feel
that he and the subject had a great deal in common,

A biographical form deriving from fiction (rather than history) was
the life~-and-adventures or life-and-loves type., The former substituted
real people for the heroeé of picaresque novels, and the latter is kin
to the seventeenth-centufy French romancc. For instance, the fictional

Robinson Crusoe was followed by Isaac James's factual biography of

Alexander Selkirk, 1800, Novels by Eliza Heywood and Mra, Manley, usu=
ally historical rowances, were followed by the blographies and auto~
biographies of Constantia Phillips, George Anne Bellamy, and Sarah

Gooch (1748, 1785, and 1792). 11

Readers! interest in personality and
emotional involvement remained constant, but true atories were subatie
tuted for fiction, -
Interest in blography was high in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, but the contents of the works changed from records of publiec
actions to record of (or speculation on) private feelings, Although
"truth" remained the nominal goal, the eighteenth century "at least
began to realize that truth is not necessarily or wholly dlscoverable

p142

in outward action, Stauffer lists a8 main causes for the shift the

groving use of literary methods and the increasingwriting of Christian
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biographies and autoblographies,

Created characters in novels or on the stage could be exposed and
dissected in detail, and readers, ever interested in another‘'s most
intimate feelings, were delighted %o know a stranger, say, Clarissa
Harlowe, as well as they knew themselves., The appeal of the practice
of recording not only external actions but also the mental activity
that led to them was apparent to bilographers, The result was increasing
use of private papers, letters, diaries, and meditations that would
reveal the subject's private character and personality. Sprat refused
to use Covley's letters in the late seventeenth century, but by the
last quarter of the eighteénth letters were a major part of Mason's

biography of Gray and a large part of Boswell's Life of Jobnson., Another

way that interest in literature promoted subjectivity in biography was
that the public was interested in lives of literary men, who usually
did not lead lives packed with adventure;‘hence, any blography of an
author must concentrate on what went on in his mind, Subjectivity was
promoted also by the growth of au%obiographies, eapecially spiritual
records, and biographies of eminent Christians, As Johneon pointed out{
autobiography is potentially more truthful than biography, for a man's
real feelings and reasoning are known only to himself,

Seeking the appeal of the representation of internal debate and
conflict, some biographers assumed the mantle of omniscience and
treated their subjects as subjects of novels, As early as 1708 was

published the anonymous Secret History of the relationship of Queen

Elizaboth and the Earl of Essex, in the form of narrative by the queen

and others; in mood it is similar to the late seventeenth=-century
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romances.145 Biographies of Biblical characters, such as "a lady's®

The Life and Actions of Jesus Christ, 1785, were espcially susceptible

to hypothesis, speculation, and sheer fiction, including speeches with
very little Biblical substantiation., An instance is a life of Pontius
'Pilate, published in 1753, in which "psychological speculation and his=
torical background" conceal the fact that almost nothing is really

known about him.14a Most attempts at reproducing the mind of the sub=
ject, however, were more convincing; Boswell, for instance, is rather
better substantiated, The increasing emphasis on subjectivity had
several results, Bilographers had to have more than an infinite capacity
for research; if possible, they had %o know thejr subjects personally; if
not, they had to have deep empathy with them, Biographies could be read
with greater.aympathy, if to understand all ie to forgive all, And the
reader, seeing that the motives of a great man's great actions might be
the same as his motives, for a smail one, could hear the beat of the
unchanging human heart,

The growth and influence of autobiographies by members of all
classes was also part of a second change in biography during the eighte=
eenth century, the expansion of subject matter, or "demécratization,"
Kings and eminent clergymen were, before 1700, almost the only bilograe
phical subjects, the one representing the state and the other represent=
ing the future state, A third possible kind of subject was the great
private man, whose story would be told as part of the history of a great
family (and that as part of the history of the nation), Examples are
the lives of Charles I, John Donne, and the three North brothers,

Seventeenth-century subjects were characterized by devotion to political
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or religious ideals; eighteenthw=century subjeots, by energy, ability,
oddity, or devotion to a mercantile ideal.* The change is evident in
the abundance of biographies of members of all ranks of society, the
wrriting of biographies for profit, and the publication of lives that
had no significance except for the subjects,
It is indeed an innovation of the gentury that a twenty=glxe
year=old nobody should record his life only because he has
been transported to the Colonies for seven years for rob-
bery; that the life of a pious servantegirl in France, %o
whon nothiry except her death ever happened, should be
vwidely read; that a nawzeless houseshold drudge should write,
almost from the parish workhouse, her own detailed story of
starvation and scourgings; and that the wastrel son of
Irish Queker parents should bLelieve all the world was eager
to hear of his debts and mistresses, . «
Not all the subjects were so unimportants Robert Walpole, of the
upper middle class, was the subject of seven biographies (two largely
anecdotal) and six biographical attacks between 1729 and 1799 because
of his political power and abilitiea.147 Many middle~ and lower«class
subjects, however, were relatively unimportant-~among the subjects were
merchants, Dissenters, aldermen, antiquariens, booksellers, financiers,
soldiers, and apothecaries. Such bilographies must have satisfied the
desire of the middle and lower classes to read about someone like them=
selves: 1lives and problems of kings probably sounded'like romance to
them; lives and problems of merchants were real,

The expansion of the reading public to merchants' femilies and

gervants furthered the third major change in biography in the eight=

*The importance and power of money is indicated by the building of
amusenments parks such as Ranslagh and Vauxhall (for the benefit of all
but the poorest classes), the new gambling craze, and, perhaps most
significant, the making of forgery a capital offenae.‘hg
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eenth century: the increasing use of detail and of anecdotes., The
'new public sought entertainzent in its reading and was pleased by
stories of runaways, students=~cum-beggzars, snd female soldiers; bui it
also sought the convincing, and it could be convinced only by the
"sense of actuality" given by concrete detail.148 The anecdote, the
single wost striking characteristic of post=~1750 biogrephies, satisfied
the desires to be entertained and to be convinced, and the word is in-
corporated into more than eighty titles and sub=titles in Stauffer's

Bibliogranhical Supplement; many more works, judging by his comments,

consisted largely of anecdotes, Exauples are Biographical Anecdotes of

the Founders of %the French Republic, 1797, Blogranhical Anecdotes of

William Hozarth, 1781, and The Witticisms, Anecdotes, Jests, and Saye

ings, of Dr, Samuel Johnson, 1791, Ideally, the anecdote was witty,

brief, and revelatory of character, serving to flavor rather than to
dominate, Actually, it became the only ingredient of a number of "biog~
raphies," or ana, the little stories strung together pointlessly with
little or no chronological thread., An example of such a compiler 1s
John Nichols, who at least claimed his object was the preservation of
facts rather than the art of composition. Some authors or editors

evaded the demands of biography by naming their works ana:s Atterburyana

and Whartoniana, both published in 1727 and denounced by Stauffer as
"pointless jumbles beneath contempt"; Drossiana, 1789; and Walpoliana,
1799.1%9  Although it is doubtful that every shred of information re-
garding Johnson deserved to be recorded, as Boswell belioved, the use of
anecdote is thoroughly justified in the Life, That was, of course, not

always the case, and the value of anecdotes and collections of them was
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determined by the judgment and integrity of the author or collector,

Craving for a moral lesscn gave way to plain curiosity as a
motive for reading biography in the eighteenth century, and the change
led to another shift in values for the genre: from woral value to
truth, No longer did a biographer have to edit his material so as not
to raisc a blush in a virgin's cheek, nor did he have tg pick out
actions and quotations to serve &as lessons in virtue (or in how to
avoid vice)s, He could, rather, record what was interesting and dise
tinctive about his subject, and let the reader make of it what he
would, Read fifty saints! lives, and you may feel that you have read
but one, for holiness in one men is very like holiness in another,

But the eighteenth centufy began to seek the qualities that made men

different,
And if Columba, Cuthbert, Odo, and Dunstan alike possessaed
fortitude, patience, humwility, charity, and the rest, no
one in England but Sawmuél Johknson went through London
touching every other lamp=post, twitching spasmodically,
collecting orange-pesl, or muttering "too~too-too" under
his breath,120

The ideal of truth did not win an overwhelming victory, even in the

latter part of the century-~Mason altered Gray's letters, and Boswell

did not tell all he knew==but at least biographies, except for those in

funeral sermons, no longer read like Sunday~school lessons,

At the same time that biographers were freed from the didactic:
obligation, they began to give more attention to form and style, Core
rectniess in prose expression had been valued since the time of Dryden,
and many clghteenth-century lives were written in his formal but easy

way., OSome blographers imitated the "informal, flowing, conversational

atyle™ of Laurence Sterne, and others, usually preachers, mastered an
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151 The variety

"oral® style developed from their speaking experience,
of ways to impose form on & kind of work that 1s basically chronological
is surprising, The Plutarchan scheme of balancing two lives was used in

Curious Particulars and Genuine Anecdotes ResPecting the late Lord

Chesterfield and David Hume, with a Paréllel Betwesn These Celebrated
152

Personages, 1788, Pope's theory of the ruling passion was embodied
in a number of biographies in which details were érranged around a

single idea, An example is the Biographical Sketch, in Fugzitive Crayons,

of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, 1799, by John Pink e.rton, who cone=

sidered Walpole's passion his "sense of caste."153 Some biographers
concentrated on a single event or fact, usually the raison d'etre of

the works the conversion of a Turk to Christianity, dwarfhood, deforme
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ity, or blindness, One of the earliecst foruws tried was also one of

the oddest, John Dunton's Life and BErrors, 1705, in which there is an
alternation of chapters between the life as it was lived and the life
as it should have been lived.155- Novelty of presentation persisted
throughout the century,.

These trends, continuing and new, show up in varying degrees in the

Gentleman's Vapazine, The use of collections of lives was almost nil in

the early years, consisting of a group of criminals in 1731 (given a
paragraph each) and a group of Scot rebels executed in 1746, but in the
early.1790's came several large groups of poets and of heraldic writers,
The Magazine under neither Cave nor Nichols published many "Christian"
biographies, sirictly speaking, for in the lives of various divines the
mein interest secemed to lie elsewhere than in religion: in Father Paul

Sarpi's rebelliousness, for instance, in Johnson's 1738 life. Although
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religion-~always Christian--was mentioned occasionally, to demonstrate
a Christian life does not seem to have been the main purpose in any
case, Of the seven clergymen's lives in the early 1790's Magazine,
three were written as answers to queries, and one consists of several
letters of bickering over the subject's reputation=-only that of Bernard
Gilpin approached the old saint's=life style, In neither decade was
there the sensationalism of, say, the criminals'! lives of the first
third of the century or of the life=and~loves stories of the second

third, The curiosity satisfied in the Gentleman's Magazine was not

vulgar, but the number of queries published monthly, under the title
"Index Indigator," indicateé that it did satisfy proper curiosity.

The three major shifés in the century, increasing subjectivity,
use of detail, and democratization, are slightly less apparent within
the Megazine than outside it, lagazine biographies of the 1790's were
more likely to be memoirs of the subject than the results of research;
thus personal detail was available to the later biogrephers, They did
not, however, delve into internal conflict or speculate on hidden mo=
tives, for usually they seemeg to want to present only a placid exterior.
portrait of an old friend. Tﬁe historical impor tance of the subjects of
the 1790's is considerably less than that of the subjects of the 1740's,
which seems to bear out Stauffer's observation of democratization; cere
tainly no Blake or Drake was written about in the latter period, How=
ever, the subjects of that time must have had some lwportance in their
own era, for today sixty-five, or about 77 per cent, of the subjects of

the biographiea of the 1790~94 Nagazine are listed in the Dictionary of

National Blography. (Of the subjects of 1738-49, seven of eight English-
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men, or 875 per cent, are included there,)

The Gentleman's Magazine, then, followed some trends of the cen=

tury and avoided others, In both periods to be considered in this
paper, the interests and personalities of the editors guided the edi-
torial eelection, and both Cave and Nichols doubtless sought what they

believed would please their readers,



CHAPTER THREE

BACKGROUND OF MAGAZINES AND THE GANTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE

If a magazine is, as Edward Cave defined it in an "Advertisement,"
8 storehouse of abridgements of the best items from a myriad of news=
sheets and essay journals, collected monthly that they should not be

loat,1 the Gentleman's Magazine was perhaps, ae C, Lennart Carlson calls

it, "The First Magazine." But the honor is specious, considering the
hundreds of publications before 1731 from which Cave gleaned techniques

and objectives., Cave's title is credited by the lNew ZEnglish Dictionary

83 the first use of the word "magazine" to refer to a periodical publie
cation, but "Sylvanus Urban" himsel?, writing in 1856, admitted that
Cave invented the name but not the thing, That honor Urban gave the

Monthly Recorder (Crane and Kaye No. 1730) (GM, 1856, p. 6)s The

uniqueness of Cave's viork was in the peculiar combiration of old prac-

tices rather than in innovation of new ones,

Other Magazines

Even before 1700, wore than seven hundred serial publications,
both periodicalsand newspapers, had been offered the English public,2
some enduring only one issue, Richmond Bond divides them, and those
of the first three decades of the eighteenth century, into several

general types, each of which contributed some of its qualities to the

69
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Gentleman's Mapezine: the miscellany, the essay journal, the histori-

cal collection, and the review, Peter Motteux's Gentlemen's Journal;

or, The Monthly liiscellany (Crane and Kaye o, 276), published from

January 1692 to November 1694, was the firet of the purely literary
bmiscellanies, offering very little newa.5 A typical issue included

"A Discourse on the true Beginning of the Year," essays on time and on
eternity, an installment of a novel,'verses, and "A Discourse on the
Question, whether Love is sooner lessen'd by the Cruelty of a Mistress,
than by her I(:'mdneas."Ll But Motteux's intontion of being "but the
editor of others' verse and prose" did no% ﬁork out=m=contributors vere
few, then non=~existenct, MNotteux was having to write whole issuesg by
himself and by 1693 was begging his readers for contributio ns.5 Imie

tators of the Gentleman's Journal included John Oldmixon's Muses Mers

‘cury (Crane and Kaye No, 588), 1707=08, and Monthly Miscellany (Crane

and Kays No. 1726), 1707=10, both primarily 11terary.6

The essay journal, the type read and studied most today, attracted
some of the best writers of the Augustan period: Joseph Addison,
Richard Steele, and Daniel Defoe, One of the longest-lived essay jour=
nals was Defoe's Reviev, 1704-13, which began as comment on the affairs
of France but whose most tiweless and popular section was "Advice from
the Scandalous Club," & question-and-answer gectien that enabled him %o

7

criticize a variety of contemporary ills,' For instance, in the "Migw
cellanea" of 15 August 1706, a letter concerning a debtor inspired

Defoe's article on the cruelty of the Law of Escapes.8 Lineage of the
periodical essay genre is traced to the Tatler department, "From My Own

Apartment," in which Steele was free to write on any subject that
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interestied him, For instance, in an essay from his apartment 16 Karch
1710, Steele marveled at the variety and lack of consequence of the
complaints he received from pesople sunk in melancholy over a lost lap
dog or misplaced muff, The essay ends in & "dreem," the idea of which
is that any possession or quality can cause calamity or joy, depending
on the recipient.9

The idea of summarizing the news in a monthly publication, usually

from more frequent sheets, was as old as the 1645 Konthly Account (Crare

and Kaye No. 1714), Other seventeenth-century publications on the saume

principle were the Monthly Intellizencer, 1660 (Crane and Kaye No.

1709); the lonthly Recordef; Modern History, 1687-89 (Crane and KayeNo.

560); and The Present State of Europe, 1650-1736 (Crane and Kaye Nos

746), The advantages customarily claimed by these collections were

10 In

that they were cheap, usually a penny, time~saving, and truthful,
1702 Samuel Buckley made the samwe claimws for his newspaper The Daily

Courant, London's first daily paper (consisting only of translations of
articles from Dutch and French newspapers, nothing local)11 and in 1703

for his Monthly Register (Crane and Kaye No. 579). The monthly news re=

views had the advaentage of being able to weigh various reports against
one another and to choose the most credible or %o combine stories from
several sources,

Review journals, at first consisting of extracts and summaries
rather than of comment on new books, followed the founding of the Gentle-

man's Magazine but are akin to learned journals, which came long before.

The first of the latter was the Royal Society's Philosophical Transac=

%ions, 1665-present (Crane and Kaye No. 798), which started the service
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of reporting on discoveries and experiments., It and the Philosophical

Collections, 1679, 168182 (Crane and Kaye Nos. 713) also published

abstracts of'scholarly books.12 Periodicals on books or dealing with
then in sections tended to summaries, extracts, and lists rather than
opinion until the middle of the eighteenth century, when foundation of

the Monthly Review in 1749 (Crane and Kaye No, 580) and the Critical

Review in 1756 (Crane and Kaye No. 156) expanded the coverage from
learned or scientific books to those of general interest for the
general reader.15
Thege four types--mlscellany, essay journal, historical cdllection,
and review==although not strictly divisible, were distinguishable by

objectives and appeals, DBelles=lettres was the primary interest of

such aa the Gentleman's Journal, and although the motto was "prodesse et

delectare," the "prodesse! was to be that obtaining in literature, and
there wag'mo attempt to please the middle=class merchant or artisan
reader, Readers were sought among women, and lotteux even called one

issue the lady's Journal. Judging by diversity of content, Bond calls

the Jourmal the "first magazine."14 Appeal of the essay journals wvas
sorewhat more intellectual, Under the surface entertaiﬁment was criti-
cism of manners and mores, suggested by the quibbles and absurdities of
fictitious clubs and question-and-answer colurms. Appeal of the learnsd
journals was less general, as their object was to provide a medium for
exchange of sclentific information and a foruu for new ideas, Extracts
from books in them and in review journals might also supply an average
reader with all he needed or wanted %o krnow of current science, The sole.

object of the historical collections was to supply accounts of major news -
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events, domestic or foreign, as concisely and truthfully as possible;
this was usually done by giving the extracts from other publbations and

their dates, without comment.,

The Gentleman's Magazine

The limitations of the types discussed above~-and of journals in
dialogue, questions and answers, or of poetry and fiction15-and the
contrasting variety of content and appeal of the publications beginning

with the Gentleman's liagazine were apparent even within the century to

Andrew Kippis, vwho distinguished between previous periodicals and those
calling themselves "magazines,®

The invention of this new species of publication may be
considered as something of an epocha in the Litemry History
of this Country. The periodical publications before that
were almost wholly confined %o political transactions, and
to foreign and domestic occurrences, But the Magazines have
opvened a way for every kind of enquiry and information. The
intelligence and discussion contained in them ere very ex=
tensive and various; and they have been the means of diffusing
a general habit of reading through the lation; which, in a
certain degree, hath enlarged the public understanding., Many
young Auithors, who have afterwards risen to considerable emi-
nence in the literary world, have here made their first ate
tempts in composition, llere, too, are preserved a multitude
of curiovs and useful hints, observations, and facts, which
otherwise might have never appeared; or, if they had appeared
in a more evanescent form, would have incurred the danger of
being loat, 16 '

Kippie probably did not, however, use “magazine" 29 Cave had, to mean a

collection of extracts, but to mean what the Gentleman's Magazine tended

toward in the next decade, a medium for letters requesting and supplying
information and as a repository for original material,

Provally the first issue of the Gentleman's Varazine, coming out in

early February 1771, would not have called forth such an encomium as
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Kippis's, although the title page did indicate the generality of appseal
that would make the magazine famous and profitable, The contents were

divided into ten sections: ™A VIEW of the Weekly Essays and Contro=

versiea," poetry, domestic happenirr s, "Melancholy Effects of Credulity
in Whitcheraft" (sic), stock prices, listof sheriffs, advertlsements,
foreign.affairs, list of books recently published, and gardening tips
and fairs, Under the first section were llsted the subjects of the
month's essays: Queen Elizabeth, ministers, troaties, liberty of the
press, the Rio% Act, armies,traitors, patriots, reason, criticism, ver=-
sifying, ridicule, humours, love, prosiitutes, music, pawnbrokers, sure
gery, and lawe~gomething for everyone,

The major part, thirty pages, was "AView of the VWeekly Essays" and
consisted of thirty-four summaries of essays, each given in the present

tense: four from the Craftsman, four frouw Fog's Journsl (both Tory

papers), five from the London Journal (pro=Walpole), four from the

Grub~-street Journal, four from the Weekly Reiister, five from the

Universal Spectator, four from the Frec~Briton (pro-Walpde), two from

the British Journnl, one from the Daily Courant (Whiggish), and one from

Read's Weekly Journal (Tory). The gummaries were arranged by date~=the

four from the Craftsitany chronologically, the four from Fog's Jowrnal,

and so on--and balanced politically, The Craftsman’s four essays, ine
c;uding two praising Queen Elizabeth for increasing the wealth and
strength of England through exercise of power and another indirectly
attacking Walpole though still without mentioning his name, were fol=
lowed by the four from thg London Journsl which attacked the Craftiswan

by name and date. The first London Journal essay argued for the inatie
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tution of law, even though some may be inconvenienced; another sssay
attacked the Creftsmen's content and method; still another agreed that
Queen Elizabeth was & good ruler, but added that the present Constitu=
tion and government were superior to hers, The essays from Fog's
Journal then attacked a defence of the administration and the London

Journel itself, The less political Grub-street Journal contribution

was an essay on the use of criminals for medical experiments, which had
been proposed by & Dr, Cheselden, particularly in the case of a man

named Ray who had been condemned to death, The Grub=-street Journal

mocked the doctor by extending his argumente=why not test the theory of
humours by removing a man's spleen and seeing whether his temper ime

proved? The Weekly Register extract was a criticism of the use of ridi-

cule, aimed particularly at the Grub-gtreet Journal. On the lighter side

side are the Universal Spectator extracts, the first of which was a
query: mey a woman entertain several lovers at a time? The answer
hedgeds if nothing vere meant but the choosing of the most deserving
for a husband, all right; but considering the inconvenience, usually it
would be unwise, A second query was ostensibly from a nineteen-year-old
girl asking which of two suitors would be better, one favored by each
parent; but the enswer should be given quickly, as she intended %o elope
with a poor man she loved on Tuesday next.

Extracting from the essay journals was the nearest to an innova=
tion that Cave accomplished, for the materddl in the rest of the maga-
zine was familiar, That first issue had four pages of "poetry," mostly
poor, including "The Cde for the new Year," by Colley Cibber, an ode by

Stephen Duck, other pooms on the new year, and "ingenious Epitaphs and
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Epigrams." The section that makes the best reading today is probably
the Mionthly Ihtelligencer," in which the news ltems, for which no
sources are given, were arranged by date, It includes, besides lists
of births, deaths, marriages, burials, and christenings in London, a
subsection called "Casualties, " which lists, usually in onelor two
sentences and without names, all the viclent deaths the editor had

heard of, For instance, "Mr, Morris, Peruke-Maker in Pall=-Mall, heng'd

himself, being Lunatick." Other "casualties" were a barbarous murder,
a dreadful fire in the Brusgsels palace, the deaths of forty monks from
a viper in a wine cask, and the wiping out by fire of a French village.

Although the Gentleman's Magedne seemed to frown on belief in witches,

which led to torture of innocents, it reprinted, with apparent seriouse
ness, a story "given by a Gentleman'of Unexceptionable Honour and Veracw
ity" lately published at Zdinburgh, concerning the appearmnce of a murs
derer in %the gulse of a gray dog. Items of such sensational quality
were not to be unusual in the magazine,

The next few pages list deaths and marriages by dates, civil and
military promotions, scclesimtical preferments, and sheriffs appointed |
for the next year. After two advertisements, one seekirny en arsonist
in Southampton and one for an ague cure, are the stock prices, Another
wajor section is the "Foreign Affairs," beginning with en epitome of the
situation at the end of 1730, taking from the Post-Boy. Other items are
from Constantinople, Venlce, Vienna, Moscow, Paris, and Bern, with no
gsources listed, The rest of the first magazine céumprises a list of fairs
from 1 February to 12 iarch, advice for gardeners, and a list of books

published in January (with prices, but no sellers),
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During the next year, the megazine changed only slightly, and most
.alterations and innovations were directed at meking it more useful to

readers, In Februery 1731 they were requested to send the editor no-
tices of fairs lest they be missed, and in March the table of contents
vas moved from the last page to the verso of the title page; At the
end of June issue were lisis of the contents of the magazines of the
first six months, for the convenience of thogse who wished %o bind them
half-yearly. Another index, for all of 1731, followed the December
issue, In October the title page for each month began carrying, above
the list of sections, the line, in black-letter, "wore in Quantity, and
greater Variety, than any ﬁook of the Kind and Price." Also in October,
Cave began inserting cap&tal letters, A through I, betweon the two
columns on each page, %o make reference eaéier. The verso of the title
page for the whole 1751 volume, with the emblem of a bouquet of various
flowers in a closed hand, supplies the titles of eight papers excerpted
frequently, "with their nominal authors."”

By the second issue, Cave showed he would not waste the magazindls
space: he gave only the gist of a Craftsmon essay, thed added, "but this
Discourse consisting more of Invectives than Argument, we imagin'd our
Readers would not be pleas'd with such personal Altercations." And an

extract from the London Journal ended with the advice to refer %to the

previous month, vwhere the same argument had appeared, A typographical

device enabling the reader to grasp a conflict easily was stolen from

Fog's Journal: The points of the Craftsman's "Vindication" were set in
the left column, and extracts from a pamphlet of "Romarks" on the "Vine

dication" were set in the right (GN, 1731, pp. 251-53),
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Internal evidence of Cave's success occurs on the July and August
title pages, under the names of places where the magazZine could be
boughts "Where may be had any of the former numbers, the first being
reprinted,” The December 1731 advertiseuent on‘the contents page: for
gets of the magazine on "fine Royal Paper" with marble covers, at one
shilling a number, indicated that such an offering was believed profite

able, Foundation of the London iagazine in April 1732 was also evie

dence of Cave's success, Without nawing his competitor, Cave ran a
"letter” on the verso of the title page that month, ostensibly summars
izing the magazine's services:

The Gentleman's Marazine is, perhaps, one of the most useful
Things of the Kind that has been at any Time set on Footi;
But this Usefulness muat in Justice and Gratitude o o o be
attributed to your unbyas'd Impartiality and Industry.

[The magazine/ will be many Years hence, an Authentick Cole
Tection for Historians to refer to when Disputes arise on
the lManner and Spirit with which the present Controversies
are carried on , « « o many Historical QOccurrences may here
bd found o« & o »

(,(_}E, 1732, pe 5i7)

Although the London Magazine had usually six pages more than the

Gentleman's, there was in it less material, for larger type and larger
slugs between the lines made up the difference.17 The'following month,
in May 17%2, Cave responded %o ths competitor by better organizing the
list of books recently published, arranging them under twelve separate
headings, and in June he requested in an advertisement that booksellers
send him the titles of their publications, which up until then he had
gleaned from newspapers and advertisements (GM, 1732, p. 834, misnumbered
"4"Yy, Expansion of the magazine in the second year is indicated by the

index, which in 1732 lists many more items than in the first year, Al-

though the London lFagazine was the wost serious rival and the only one
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that impelled Cave to make alterations in the Gentleman's, there were
several other imitators, listed in a footnote to the "Preface" to the

1738 volume, by Samuel Johnson: Genileman's Magszine and lonthly

Oracle, 1736=38 (Crene and Keye lio. 136%9a), Literary lagezine or the

Select British Library, 1735 (Crenc and Kaye Lo, 379), Bee; or, Univere

sal Weekly Pamohlet, 175335 (Crane and Kaye o. 43), Country lazazine,

General Marazine, Oxford l'acazine, Distiller's Mazazine, Manchester

liagazine, Leeds Mazezine, and Dublin lMagezine (the last seven not listed

by Crane and Kaye), Editorial sniping between the Gentlemen's and the
London magazines continued in columns and prefaces throughout the dec=
ade, but the result was rather publicity for both then any harm to cire

culation, "The Gentleman's Magazine is read as far as the English Lan=

guage extends, and we see it reprinted from several places, in Great

Britain, Ireland, and the Plantations," Johnson wrote in the "Preface"

to the 1741 volume,

Two of Cave's major projects in the 1730's were improvement of the
poetry section and publication of the Parliamentafy debates, The April
1733 issue announced‘a contest for poemson the busts recently set up
in the Queen's grotto at Richmond, for which first prize would be a
volume of the magazine on the best paper, bound; second prize was a
volume on coummon paper. For the same prize a second contest was an-
nounced in 1734, the subject'to be astronomy. Unfortungtely, the winners
of the first two contests were the same two men, loses Browne and John
Duick, both of whou had contributed to the megazine previously., To
attract other poets, Cave announced in July 1734 a prize he considered

would lure major names-~fifty pounds--and the subject, "Life, Death,
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Jud gment, Heaven, and Hell," to bs treated in one poem, not individually
(Gl, 1734, p. 382), To Cave's surprise, "men of wit and genius" did no%
respond to such a sum, and the prize wentvagain to Browne and Duick,
Their poems were published in a "Gentleman's Magazine Extraordinary"
vat the end of August 1735 that also included "Proceedings of the last
Session of Parliament," The unconquerable Browne also won the last poste
ry contest for a poem on the divine.attributea, énnounced in April 1739,

A shift from emphasis on the egsay exiracts to Parliamentary news
occurred in both the Gentleman's and London magazines in the mid=1730's,
a chenge barely foreshadowed in a new index head in the June 1732 issue,
"Political Points, Proceedings, and Debates in the English and Fremch
Parliaments," At first these were were surmaries, following the sﬁmma-
ries of essays, but in August 1732 they were the lead feature, Despite
the expiration of the Press Act in 1695, editors remained cautious, and
when individuals! speeches were printed, names were 8lightly concealed:
Sir Robert Walpole became "Sir Remwwt Wemm==g," Accounts of Parliamente
ary proceedings were not published until the end of the session, so Jam=
ary's speeches did not appear until July, and sometimes this meant that
the speeches of one session were still being pudblished ‘as the next bsgan,
In April 1738 the House of Commons resolved that it was a breach of.
privilege to publish accounts of its proceedings, either during or after
a sessgion, but both magazines found means to circumvent the edict, The
Centleman's began in June 1738 %o publish "Debates in the Sem te of
Magna Lilliputia,” ostensibly a report by the grandson of Lemucl Gulli=-
ver, The masqueréde was carried out by assigning anagrammed names %o

Parliamnent members: Valpole was Walelop, Halifax was Haxilaf, Just in
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case someon2 missed the nawes, an explanation appeared in the Supple=

ment of 1739,

Edvard Cave

Edward Cave's father was village cobbler of Rugby, Warwickshire,
and it was because of a school policy to admit boys of small means,
not his fawily's standing or wealth, that he was able to enter Rugby
school in 1700, when he was eight.18 At school he was apparently
called by his father's occupation--late in life, on visiting a school
friend who had become a man of consequence, Cave sent the message by a
servant that "Ned Cave the Cobler was come to visit him."19 At school
the Rev. Mr., Folyock detected Cave's abilities and encouraged his prog-
ress, intending him for the university, but schoolboy pranks, including
the loss of ﬁhe reverend's wife's favorite cock, were blamed on Cave,
and favor was‘withdrawn. The youth was not removed summarily from
school, but given extra work and accused of selling help to his fellows;
thus he was forced to quit the school and give up hopes for a university
education and a literary profession.zo

Briefly Cave was clerk to an excise~collector and employee of a
timber-merchant, but he stayed with neither, At the unusual age of
twenty, he apprenticed himself to Freeman Collins, a successful London
printér who in just two yearésent him to Norwich to establish a newsw
paper., Cave was apparently successful thers, but Collins died and Cave
quit the apprenticeship on a "stipulated allowance," married a young
widow, and joined the London printing house of John Barber, Barbder,

eventually Lord Mayor of London, influenced him for the Tories, and
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Cave became a familiar in the offices of Mist's Journal, where he may

" have met Daniel Defoe.,21 A clerkship in the London post office furs
thered his journalisiic career, for it enabled him to obtain country
newspapers, from which he could sell news to city papers for a guinea
a week, This waa 8o successful that he began also to send city news
to the country.22
Savings from his post office salary and correspondence fees
enabled Cave %to buy a small printing house at S%, John's Gate, Clerken=
well, and to put into effect a plan he had for several years attempted

to persuade printers and booksellers to join hiw in., The success of

his project, the Gentleman's lagazine, was such that within fifteen

months a coalition of powerful booksellers established the Londm Maga=

zine, which copied the Gentlewan's almost depariment for depariment; it
survived until 1785,23 but a number of other iuitators rose and fell
within a few years, Success is also indicated by the demand for re=-
print of early issues: the first two issues were in their fourth
printing by August 1732, theé June 1732 issue was reprinted just two
wonthe later, and by Decewber 1735, some of the 1751 issues were being
reprinted for the fifth time.24 The ordinary standard by which success
is measured, circulation, i% is not possible to determine, although by
1746 Cave claimed in the "Preface" to be selling three thousand copies
monthly; readership would be several times as large. (Carlson believes
that Jolmson's clainm of ten theusand covies and John Hawkins's of fif=-
teen thousand in the 1740's were exaggeration8.25)

Cave's journalistic and business acumen was strangely balanced by

8 tendency %o publishing projects that did not work and a lack of
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literary judgment, True, he recognized Johnson's ability and gave him
the important task of writing the Parliamentary debates in 1741; but
he considered he was giving Johnson quite a treat by introducing him

26 Although phlegmatic of

to Moses Browne, pen=cutter turned poet,
temperament, Cave was daring enough in print and was one of the first
editors, in the 1730's, to publish Parliamentary debates, His source

was at first Abel Boyer's Political State (Crane and Kaye No. 733) and

later journals of the two houses and members of Parliament.27 He wés
also interested in publishing poetry; although his own was bathetic, he
occasiomlly was presumptuous enough to anger cantributors by tinkering
with poems published in the magazine.28 This practice he defended in
an essay on the verso of the 1737 title page; the changes were made
that the poems "may be agreeable to the many Persons eminent for their
Learning, Wit, and Quaiity, who are our Readers," Perceptive enough to

devise the system of extracts thatmade the Gentleman's Magazine differ-

ent and popular, Cave could be almost rude to writers and visitors to
St. John's Gate., To an author he once said, "Mr =--~, I hear you have
just published a pamphlet, and eam told there is a very good paragraph in
it upon the subject of music: did you write it yourself?“29 Although
John Hawkins called him an "incompetent . . . judge of Johnson's abili-
ties,“50 Johnson himself retained an affection for his first patron and
in 1756 wrote to Blizabeth Carter of "Poor Dear Cave" (then dead two
years) that he "owed him much."!  Cave had not been particularly gener=
ous to Johnson, who remembered him in 1784 as a "penurious paymaster!
who "would contract for lines by the hundred, and expect the long hur-

dred," but also as "a good man Zﬁho wqé7 always delighted to have his -
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2 Perhaps the most engaging of Cave's charace-

friends at his table,"’
teristics was his ubter devotion to the magazine, the most successful
of his publishing projects., B2oth that devotion and his naivete are
revealed in Johnson's memory that
such was then his minute attention and anxiety that the
sale should not suffer the smallest decrease, that he would
name & particular person who he heard had talked of leaving
off the Macazine, and would say, "Let us have something
good next wonth, "J7 ‘
In Nichola's report to Boswell on Johnson's last days is the note that
Cave "never looked out of his window, but with a view to the Gentle~

wan's Magazine.“34 That obsession, although charzing, did not contri=-

bute to the men's charm, aﬁd, while Johnson's memoir of him (in the
magazine immediately afhér his death in early 1754) is affectionate,
strain is evident in the effort to speek well of the dead, Despite his
success, Cave could never relax, was never quite at ease with the

literary figures who needed hiwm as much as he needed them,

John Nichols

Son of an Islingion baker named Edward Nizhols, John Nichols was
apprenticed & February 1759 for twenty pounds %o the William Bowyer

printing house, known for its fine scholarly work.55

John, thenin his
fourteenth year, had had eight years of schooling at Jolm Shield's
academy, where he studied Latin, arithmetic, geo.graphy, and merchant's
accounts, and his education was furthered by lectures he attended with
Bowyer as an apprentice.56 He must have been the traditional good ape
prentice, for Bowye; not only returned to Edward Nichols éhe half the

apprentice foe, payable at the end of the apprenticeship if John behaved

well, but in 1766, on edmission to the Stationers' Company, the youth
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became his master's partner. Evidence of Bowyer's regard for him is
not only in the partnership (which followed the failure of a partnere
ship with another man), but also in & letter of instructions sent John,
vho was on a mission to Cambridge. The letter ends,
My pride will be to see you come forward, & in the way to
make a Figure like the Strahans & the Voodfalls, much
greater than, Good John, Y' sincere Friend and Well-wisher,
V. BoWyer .
And Bowyer, dying 18 November 1777, left to John Nichols a large part
of his library and all the personel estate not left to his family.58

Nichols's first editorial contribution to the Gentleman's Magazine was

an affectionate memoir of Bowyer that ran four installmeﬂ;s.59
The year after Bowyer died, Nichols began printing part of the

Gentleman's kagazine and bought into it, though the David Henry family

retained a majority share. He was sole printer after 1781 and sols
manager and editor after Henry's death in 1792, continuing so until his
own death in 1826, During his nearly half-century association with the
magazine, it was at the height of i%ts quality and strength.ho

Put editorship of a major magazine was not to Nichols a full-time
job, for he continued as head of an active printing house and in 1804

I

was elected Master of the Stationers' Company. In his blography of

himself 4in Litermmry Anecdotes are listed fifty=seven items, printed by

his house, that he either edited or wrote, most of theuw multi=volume

works such as The History of the County of Leicester, an edition of the

Tatler, Sieele's Correspondence, The Vorks of Swift, Progresses and Proe

ceasions of Queen Tlizabeth, A Collection of Wills, History and Antiqui-

ties of Dorset, History and Antiquities of Leicestershire, Antiquaries'
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luseum, and the seventeen volumes of Literary Anrecdotes and Illustre=

tions of the Literary History of the Eighteenth Century.42

The Anecdotes and Illustrations grew from the Biographical and

Literary Anecdotes of Willism Bowyer, a 626-page volume published in

1782, By 1812-16 this had grown to nine voluues, mostly ofganized on
the basis of a chronological 1ist of the publications of Bowyer's press
from 1699 on, Footnotes supply authors' biographies, references, bibli-
ogrephies, epitaphs, and letters, gleaned from other books, newspapers,
and Bowyer's files, For instance, pages 438-53 of Volume I have only
two lines of text each (page 451 has three), the remainder of the pages
being notes on the author,.lettera from or about him, and anecdotes
about him, The increase in size of the 1812-16 work over the 1782
volume was & result not only of additional information but also of the
end of some restraints, as Nichols noted in hls preface:
The discoveries produced by diligent enquiry and friendly
communications, and ever by the loss of friends whom it would
have been indelicate to mention whilst living, have removed
the veil under which many curious particulars, highly honour=
able to the persons of whou they are related, were unavoid=
ably concealed,??
Such discoveries are related in biographies proper in each volume, fole
lowing the publications list., In Volume II, for instance, there are
461 pages of "Annals of lMr, Bowyer's Press, from 1752 to 1765," then
"memoirs" of sixteen men., An example of Nichols's organization, or lack
of it, 1s that the article on Jolm Joriin notes that it was first
abridged by Samuel Johnson and adds that "this is not the proper place

for introducing any regular Memoir of Dr, Johnson." But then Nichols

chronicles his acquaintance with Johnson and, in five pages of footnotes,
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quotes six letters frou him.44 Volume III has 293 pages of "Annals"
and fif ty=nine biographies, including that of Nichols's partner David
Henry.45

Nichols did not, of course, personally do all the research, the
poking into old church records and interviewing of survivors and
friends that elicited the facts in those hundreds of biographies.
Rather, he was a medium of exchange, often printing a brief account of
a 1ife in the magazine in hopes of calling forth additions and correc=
tions from his readers. Less subtly, he used several pseudonymse=M,
Green, Eugenlo, Alphonso, 4 London Antiquary, J.N.Aé-to request infore=
mation on writers he meant to publish, In November 1778, "J.N." asked
gpecific information on Swift;47 Nichols's supplewents to Swift's
Works cawe out from 1775 to 1779. In 1782 'J, ﬁichols" wrote "Mr.
Urban' asking Mrs. Atterbury's maiden name, as John Nichols was working

on the Atterbury Correspondence.48 Great as was Nichols's literary

interest, the results of these quéries show almost no literary ability.
His aim was preservation and compilation of fact, not entertaining pre=
sentation,. Although'frequent enecdotes lend interest to his histories

of eighteenth=century literature, the biographies themselves show no

ad justuent of the form to fi%t the aubject; The pattern is like that of

the 1790's Gentleman'!s Macazine lives: birth, ancestry, education,

posts, deathbed scene if possible, publications, and character., The
virtues of Kichols's work in biography, both in the magazine and in the
Anecdotes, are completeness and accuracy, "I scarce ever saw & book so
correct as his Life of Mr, Bowyer," Horade Walpole wrote a friend in

1?82.“49 It is for that accuracy and completeness that Johnson and
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Boswell, and blographers ever since, have reason to tlank Nichols, who
fromw a twentieth-century vantage: point, "compiled more biographical
detail concerning Eightecenth Century men of literature than all other
writers of the time combined," 0

The help Kichols gave Johnson was not wholly altruistic, of
course, as Nichols was printer for the Lives end had an interest in
getting copy quickly and_accurately; Letters between them and comparie-
gon of the texts indicate that Johnson was indebted %o Nichols for ine
formation on Richard Duke, James Hammond, William Broome, Gilbert West,
William King, and Elijah F‘en’con.51 #I had the good fortune to concili-
ate his esteem, by several little services," Nichols wrote of that help,
"though, at the same time, I was perpetually goading him to furnish the
press with cqpy."52 To Jolmson Nichols was not an errand boy or mere
printer, but a respected editor and friend., "I have looked often into
your 'Anecdotes,'" he wrote Niclols in October 1782, "and you will
hardly thank a lover of literary history for telling you, that he has

o3

been informed and gratified, Help was given Wichols by Johnson too,
Only a few days before his death in December 1784, he sent a list of

authors of the Antient Universdl History to Nichols, who proudly stated

that the magazine was "selected &8s the repository of perhaps the last

serap he ever dictated for the press."54

The last service Nichols pere
formed for Johnson was joining the thfong who attended the body to the
Westminster Abbey grave,55 and the first for James Boswell was giving
him an account of Johnson's conversation during his last days, which

Boswell gives verbatim (Life, IV, 408-10),

Besides that, lichols helped Boswell with anecdotes of Johnson that
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had already been printed in the Gentleman's Magazine and collected

| more for him. That Nichole was a regular help during the writing of
the Life is indicated by a 1788 letter from Boswell to Johnson's former
servant Francis Barber, asking help in getting copiee of Johnson's
-iplomas, "I do not employ Mr. Nichols's friendly interpoéition at
present, as he is in distress on account of the death of his wife,"
Some anecdotes appeared in a 1791 letter signed "J.N." praising the
first edition of the Life, and these Boswell incorporated into the
second, Nichols's advice to Boswell was practical as well as literary,
As early as 1785, he advised the prospective biographer %o write John-
son's life first, then seli it, for he would get "three~-nay, 10=w |
times as much,"27 Later; when Edmond Malone and Charles Dilly agreed
that one method of printing would be better for the Life (involving
using the same type for the quarto and octavo editions), Nichols per=
suaded Boswell that 14 was a poor idea because errors would be carried
over and people would wait for the cheaper edition, Print fifteen hunw
dred in quarto and there will be no trouble selling thew, Nichols ad=
vised, "I was much obliged o this worthy, libersal-minded man," Boswell
wrote.sa.
Lest it be supposed that Nichols was ever collecting facts or
juggling accounts, here is part of Boswell's letter to Malone of 8
March 1791
Supped a% the London Tavern with the stewards of the Humane
Society, and continued %ill I know not what hour in the morn=
ing., John Kichols was joyous to a pitch of bacchanailian
vivacity.59

Hichols was also, according to Boswell (Life, IV, 254), 8 member of a

club Johnson established at an ale~house on Lssex Streets (Sir Joshua
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Reynolds said it was "composed of a strange mixture of very learned
and very ingenious odd people,” named five of the learned, and added
that 1% would not be proper to enumerate the latter; as Joln Nichols

was not named, it may be assumed Reynolds considered him one of the

"very ingenious odd people."éo)



CHAPTER FOUR

SURVSEY OF MAGAZINE BIOGRAPHIES, 1731-49

This chapter will survey the biographies published in the Gentlo-

zan's lazazine from its founding in 1751 through 1749, concentrating on

subjects, purposes, emphases, and blasses, Although my wain interest
i8 in the lives published from 1738 to 1749, the few that appeared be-
fore then require consideration to show that publication of biographies

did not begin in 1740, but with the first year of the megazine's history,

The Early Biographies

Not until Samuel Johnson joined the staff in 1737 did biographies
appear often in the Magazine, but Cave had shown interest in them before.
As early as the third issue there was "An Account of the Malefactors
executed at Tyburn,".short biographies of five wen, with their nawmes in
black~letter, describing in a paragfaph or two their crimes, lives, and
deaths, Tho moat significant parts of %the stories, judging by the
placement at the end, were the accounts of their deaths: John Chapel
"waa very Penitent to the moﬁent of Death," but George Wych'beem'd to
héve but little contrition but what proceeded frow the near approach of
Death" (G, 1731, p. 128). Reasons for publication of these lives were
probably twos they had newa value, as they men had. been recently

henged, and their lives and ends were bad examples that surely would

N
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serve as & negative incitement to virtue,
If one discounts those criminals' stories as real "life-~writing,"
the Pfirst biography in the Magazine was published in June 1732 in the
form of an extract, fewer than two hundred words, froum a letter to

hpplebee's Journal,! Evidently it was the answer to a question that

had appeared in the Journal, judging by the first sentence:

A.Be, A Cantabrigian Correspondent, informs us, that those
poems on Divine Subjects call'd, Steps to the Temple, were
writ by Mr Crashaw, who had his Education at firsi at the
Char4er~house, then at Peter-house, Caubridge; was early
acgquainted with the luses, and intimate with lir Cowley.
(G, 1732, p. 802)

The remainder of the paragraph mentions Crashaw's translations and cone

version to Catholicism, ending in a rushs

But being seduced from his Faith by Romish Emissaries, went
to Paris, where Mr Covley met him in & poor and low Condi-
tion, and for the sake of their old Friendship, reconmended
him to the Protection of Q. Henrietta Maria, who sent him
with Letters to Rome, whereby he was mads a Canon of S5t lary
at Loretto, and died there 1650,

(GM, 1732, pe 802)
No editorial commentvwas offered, and 1t is impossible to say whether
interest was supposed in Crashaw or whether his life was %o be an
exanple of a good English youth turned wrong by perfidious Catholics,
The gracelessness of the pross indicates that art was the least of Cave'ls
concerns in the publication of lives at that time, Truth was perhaps a
greater concern, for he had published in April a summary of a letter to

the editor of Foe's Journals

A Correspondent desires Fog to resolve this Question, how
long Time must pass after a Kings Death, before it may be
lawful and safe to publish his true and impar tial Character?
Nothing is more absurd than that old saying, De mortuis, nil,
nisi bonum, it should rather be verum; nothing buit Truth of

(E’ﬁ: 1752, p. 712)
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Again, no comment was made, bui the letter may refer to George I, who
had died in 1727, The two other biographies I have found that were
ﬁublished in the 1730's were of well=known figures, more political

than personal, Read's Journal had published extracts from Voltaire's

Charles XII, which were in turn extracted for the Gentlewsn's Magazine

end which caused comment in both the Craftsman and the Dally Courant;

the comment was also repeated in the Gentleman'e.2 The English public
was interested in Sweden's hero king and resentful of Voltaire's come
ments on the English; hence the extracts had high readers’nip.3 The

other biography appeared in 1735, from Fog's Journal, and was an "Ex=

tract of the Life of Sir Robert Cochran, prime minister to King James
III. of Scotland," The sources were historisns Lindsey and Buchanan,
Lindsey quoted directly, and the 1ife is wholly political, with nothing
of the man himself except that he was hanged; the parallel to be drawn
was doubtless with Sir Robert Walpole,

What the biographies of the 17%0%'s had in common==-and this was to
persist through the 1740%s=-=was publ ic interest in the subjects, whether
criminals or kings, The crowds that gathered for the execution of the
"malefactora™ and the rultiple publication of the extracts frou Vol=

taire are evidence that there was a market for the Genileman's Marazine

blographies, Cave was, to be sure, informing his readers, but he was

satisfying public curiosity rather than creating intereat,

liagazine Biographies from 1738 to 1749

The nineteen biographies that appeared in the Gentleman's Magazine

between 1738 and 1749 had in common only that readers were likely %o
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have known somsthing of the subjects already., Of the eight Englisimen

described, the lives of seven appear in the Dictionary of Natlional

Biograpnhy, indicating substantial fame, Of the seven foreigners, four

are described in the Encyclopee dia Britammica of 1966, Otherwise, they

nay be categorized in several ways: there were eight Engliéhmen, four
Scots, seven Europeans; three doctors, two poets, two clergymen, three
sea captains, two scholars, two government figures, four rebels, one
agtronorer; eighteen men and one woman, More signifiicant are the ape
parent reasons for publicaiiont ¢en biographies had news value, as the
subjects had only recently died; seven, judging by authorial comment,
vere designed as examples to the reader, One, although clearly a good |
example, also commemorated the subject, another simply assumea interest
in him, and a third was umeant to drum up interest in a forthcoming
edition of the subject's work, (These total more than nineteen because
some had dual purposes,) None of the lives were sensational; all %he
subjects were eminent in their fields by dint of hard work, and thus
some utile might be drawn from any., The values the lives try to incul-
cate, in general, are patriotism, integrity, and scholarship.

\ith few exceptions, these biographies begin pedestrianly with
"John Doe was born « « o ," briefly take up parentage and education, con=
centrate on public achievements, describe the deathbed scene, and con=
clude with a character sketch., (The exceptions are cases in which the
life of the subject was leas iuwportant than his character, as a good or
bad exauple; it could also be that the information was not available.)
The life-death~character patiern is a vestige of the seventeenth-century

confusion of biography and character-writing, which Stauffer calls "an
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unfortunate convention,"4 for the separation of events end character
conveys a false impression of lack of relation between them,
Truth, if not always objectivity, was the main stated value of

the Gentleman's Magezine authors, Several blographies have headnotes

(or internal comment) like that to "The Life of Dr, Boerhaave"s
We could have made it much larger, by adopting flying
Reports, end inserting unattested Facts; a close Adherence
to Certainty has contracted our Narrative, and hindred it
from swelling to that Bulk, at which modern Histories
generally arrive,
(GH, 1739, p. 37)
Truth is also vouched for, ostensibly, by allusion %o well=known works

such as Clarendon's History of the Rebellion and Civil VWars in England

or by supplying sources in footnotes., The idesl of absence of bias
(presentation of all facta whether favorable or unfavorable to the sube
ject), on the other hand, is never mentioned in headnotes and is often
openly, though not offensively, flouted, The blography of Mrs, Eliza=
beth Rowe, written by Henry Grove and Theophilus Rowe for her Niscellaﬁgf
ous Works,5 is like a saint'z life in its unremitting praise., "The Life
of Sir Francis Drake" is heavily colored by anti=-Spain remarks, reflect=
ing the war with Spain of the early 1740's, "A Panegyric on Dr, MORIN,"
translated from Fontenelle, is the title of one life (GM, 174, p. 375).
And, without always specific statements, the eight blographies of Eng-
lishmen convey a chauvinistic impression,

Although constraints on the biographers to whitewash their subjects
was noit apparently active, the fact that discreditable actions were re~
ported in only six biographlies-~those of the four Scottish rebels, an’
English jusiice, end an Italisn demagogue~-suggests that it was in some

cases operative, But it is probably less that authors feared readers
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would pick up vicious ways than that they wrote with theses and simply
oiitted what was not corroborative. 4lthough Mrs, Rowe did not have
any "vicious habits," she probably did have some flaw in her character;
but the object was to present her as a pious woman, and flawa would not
have contributed to that picture, 4 dearth of Information was occasion=
ally wentioned as & problem, or, as in the case of the Boerhaave life
mentioned above, an untrustworthy abundance, The heednote %o "Some
Account of the Life of John Philip Barreiier" confessed frankly that
raterials for the life had not been procured, so extracts would be taken
from his father's letters, Usually, however, sources were not mentiongd.

Private informétion, except in the case of the Rowe biography, was

not made use of by Genileman's Magezine biograephers of the 1740's, un~-

less it came through another blography and hence wasnot really private
any nmore, Too, Several of the subjects had been dead many years, and
personal end homely details not previously transaribed had been lost,
“Charagters" were given, but the traits mentioned are those having to do
with public lives, such as Blake's integrity, exemplified by his taking
cormand of a ship away from a brother who had not performed well (gg,
1740, p. 707).

The unstated objective of every biography in the magazine, of
course, was readership~-~Edward Cave was too good a businessmen to publish
what might turn readers away. Ten of the 1740's lives had news value in
that the subjects Wwere eminent in their fields and had recently died,
Boerhaave died in September 1778, his biography began in January 1739;
Barretior died in October 1740, his life ran in December 1740, News

value was especially obvious in the lives of three Scottish rebels hanged
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22 hugust 1746; their brief lives appeared in the Gentlerman's Kagazine

for that month.

But the rebels? lives nhad not only news value, or the quality of
satigfying readers' curlosity about criminals, They were also good
exempla==hanging is the just desert of rebels. Derogatory references
were made to their "principles"; one had hsd his principles "poisoned®;
another had kept company with rebels and "imbibed their principles,”
Another life presented as a bad example is that in January 1746 of
Nicholas Rienzy, demagogic Roman tribune murdered by a mob in 1354, "a
remarkable instanoe of the infatuation of prosperity" (G, 1746, p. 3).
Examples of another kind are the English admirals Francis Drake and
Rober% Blake, whose heroics in warfare and exploration were obviowsly
meant to contrast with the assumed inadequacies of contemporary English
admirals, such as Edward Vernon., The purpose of these biographies was
pointed up by indirection in ihe headnote to Blake's:

A%t a time when the Nation is engaged in a War with an
Eneny, whose Insults, Ravages and Barbarities have long
called for Vengeance, an Account of such Znglish Coumanders
as have merited the Acknovloedgeuents of Posterity, by ex=
tending the Power, and raising the Honour of their Country,
seem to be no improper Entertainment for our Readers, Ve
shall therefore attempt & succinct Narrative of the Life and
Actions of Adwmiral Blake, in which we have nothing farther in
View than to do Justice to his Bravery and Conduct, without
intending any Parallel between his Atchievements and those of
our present Admirals,
(E’l'z’ 1740; Pe 501)
The lives are so written that their utilitarian purpose is obvious;
virtues and rewards are pointed out, viciousness is ended by publie
execution. Beyond the single word in the headnote abvove, however, no-

thing is said of entertainuent, although it must have been assumed that

there would have been pleasure in the reading., 1Incidents are few,
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prouotions and travels are many., lor is there any discernible attempt
to make the subjects come alive, Direct quotations are almost always
missing, and there are few anecdotes, Thus, arousal of emoiions, or
sympathy, was not an object of these lives, except for the pride of
country that the lives of Englishmen wmight inspire, Benefit to pos-
terity, always tacit in descriptions of rewards to the virtuous, 1s
stated openly as a goal after Johmson's plea thet incidents of Boer;
haave's 1life be preserved: |
The skill %o which Boerhaave attained, by a long and un=-
wearied Observation of llature, ought therefore to be
transxpitted in all its Particulars to future Ages, that
his Successors mey be ashamed to fall below him, and

that none may hereafter excuse his Ignorance by pleading
the Impossibility of clearer Knowledgs.

(GM, 1739, p. 173)
Satisfaction of curiosity about the dead and commemoration of them are
both accomplished in moét of these biogrephies, The fare of the Dutch
professor Dr. Boerhaave was such that Johnson could allude to "flying
Reports" in the headnots, and months after the doctor's death his cure
for gout was publishgd in the }agszine. Intereet in Mra, Rowe was
claimed in the headnote, which said the editors "daily receive Encomi-
ume in Verse" on her (Gl, 1739, p., 261); the biography turned out to be
a panegyrical commewmoration of her life and virtues. In a way, the
lives of Blake and Drake, intended as examples, commemorate them, for
they serve to call the men to the minds of eighteenth-century readers,
who probably felt little curilosity abvout them, The first sentence of
the life of Sir Thomas Da Veil, a successful though not wholly virtuous
wan~~"he served himself by means of his 0ffico with a variety of wouen"

(GM, 1747, p. 563)=-announced its intention to satisfy curiosity:



99

As Sir Thomas De Veil passed thro! many scenes of life, and
raiced himself from the station of a common soldier, to make
a considerable figure, and much noise in the world, sowe ace
count of him will be wanted by your readers,

(9_1_‘29 1747, Pe 562)

De Veil is presented not exactly as a good or bad example, but rather

as an oddity, an instance of how a man's faults may aid him‘in worldly
affairs (G¥, 1747, p. 564). As such, it is probably the most realistic

of the 1740's Gentleman's Magazine lives,

The realistic description of De Veil as a person of mixed character
is the closest the biogrephies come to the depiction of general nature,
or what most men are, Generalizations about the nature of life and the
consequences of action are frequent, especially in Johnson's contribu=
tions, For instance, in the life of Duich scholar Peter Burman, he
alluded to the effect of academic honors on wost men,

who, having in théir owm opinion no higher object of Ambie
tion, have relapsed into Idleness and Jecurity, and spent
the rest of their Lives in a lazy Enjoyment of their Aca=-
demical Dignities,
' (M, 1742, p. 207)
In the life of Roscormon, an allusion to his passion for gaming and
duels introduces this statements
This was the fate of many other men, whose genius was of no
other advantage %o thew, than that it recowmended them to
employments, or to distinctions, by which the temptations
%o vice were multiplied, and their parts became soon of no
other use than that of enabling them to succeed in wicked
ness,
(G4, 1748, p. 215)
And such woral generalities are implied in aeveral deathbed scenes,
when virtuous lives end easily and pilously.

The following section will substantiate the generalizations I have

zade above about the early Gentleman's Magazine biographies with a wore
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detailed examination of all nineteen., The main variance in them is
style, which ranges frou the rhetoric of Grove and Rowe %o the flate
ness of the statementa of the rebels'! lives to the "nervousness,” as
the century would put it, of Samuel Johnson's siyle, What they had in
common was organization, concern with truth (on the part of the writer),
and morality (on the parts of the subject and the reader), and an

interest in famous people (on the parts of the writer end reader),

Father Paul Sarpi
Samuel Johnson's second letter, 12 July 1737, to Edward Cavess
apperently nothing came of the first, 2% November 1734, offering poetry

to the Gentleman's Magazine (Life, I, 92)~=contained a proposal for a

new English translation of Father Paul Sarpi's History of the Cowncil

of Trent, which was to lead to Johnson's first published biography,

The letter, written from "Greemwich, next door to the Golden Heart,"
observed that there was already an English translation but "that the
Stile is capable of great Iwprovement" and asked for a "speedy answer."6
Cave may have met Johnson that summer; before the latter returned %o
Lichfield %o move his wife Tetty %o London in the autumn.7 By the next
spring he was a regular employee of the Fagazine, to which his first
contribution was a complimentary set of Latin verses, "Ad Urbanum,®
published in lMarch 1738, By early August Johnson was feceiving payments
of one, two, three, or four guineas for his work on the translatimof
Sarpi, and payments continued for about eight months.8 Although in an
undated letter, probably written in early fall, Johnson referred to "im-

)
pediments" in ihe translating,” Cave was confident enough of it in

November to publish a short 1life of Sarpi, The franalation eventually
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came to nought., After advertisements for subscribers had appeared, the

Rev, John Johnson, a librarian, complained in the Daily Adveriiser of

20 October 1738 that he had worked for esome time on the same transla-
tion, and the rivals "destroyed each other, for neither of them went
on with the vork," according to Boswell (Life, I, 135). |

The remains of the aborted plan is "The Life of Father Paul Sarpi,"
the advertising function of which is evident in the passage on the'
History, described as,

a Work unequal'd for the judicious Dispoaition of the

latter, and artful Texture of the Narration, commended by

Dr Burnet, &8s the completeat Model of Historical Viriting,

and celebrated by lMr ¥oiton as equivalent to any Production

of Antiquitye o o o

' (GM, 1738, po 583)

and so on, Other works are called "of little consequence."™ Thus the
object, publicity, governed at least part of the content,

The life, for which no sources are given and which is only sliphtly
more than two thousand words, ls patterned like the others although in
different proportions, For instance, more than one fourth 6f the biogra=
phy detcls not with Father Paul et all, bui with a quarrel between the
senate of Venice and Pope Paul V, The gist of the defence of Venice by.
Sarpl isgiven, but the emphasis of the section is on the irrationality
of the pope's demands, not on the priest., Another fourth of the life is
devoted to Sarpi's career as a priest and his studies; much is made of
his scientific interests (in anatomy, chemistry, and astronomy) and very
little of his theological work. Even his preferments in the church are

vagues "he passed successively through the Dignities of his Order"
(9_7‘_':" 1738, p» 532).
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Thus, a reader has litile idea of the priest as & man, except that
he tad "a natural aversion to pleasure and gaiety" (GM, 1738, p. 581).
The man nmust be derived from his actions: his precociousness from
finishing school=learning at thirteen; his determination from having
chosen against his family's wishes to join a hard and austere order of
priests, the Servites; his courage and integrity from his opposition to
the pope., The only detall given emphasizes hie study of the BiblezA it
wes his habii %o underline words he meant to study more carefully, aﬁd
there wag no word in his Kew Testament not underlindal, It is possible
that personél details or anecdotes were not a?ailable to Johnson, except
concerning Sarpi's death; at any rate, those are the only ones used,
except in the thirteen per cent of the life devoted to his death, The
only direct quotation is in this section, his prayer during sickness:
"Lord! now let thy Servént depart in Peace," The last week of his life
is described day by day: Sunday he atliended mass, londay becams weak,
Thursday received the viaticum, and the next Sunday died (GM, 1738, p.
583)s The life itse}f ia given in generalities, the leaving of it in
particulars,

The only other particulars beér out the major theme of the lifes
Father Paul's essential Protestantism, a quality that no doubt endeared
him to Johnson. As author, he approved his subject's opposition to
papal authority in the dispute with Venice, calling him "eminently dis-
tinguish'd" by his writings at that time, for which Sarpi was called
before the inquisition at Rome; "but it may be easily imegined that he
did not obey the Summons" (GM, 1728, p. 582). Departing from the life

of Sarpi altogether, Johnson called the pope's arguments "equally shock=-
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ing, weak, pernicious, and absurd; which did not require the Abilitles
or Learning of F, Paul, to deronstrate their Falshood, and destructive
Tendency" (Gli, 1738, p. 582). By implication, Johnson considered even
God on the side of the Vengtians. After peesce was made between the
town and the pope, Sarpi was attacked and left for dead by five hood=
lums who af'terward were "pursued by divine Justice, and all, except one
Man who dyed in Prison, perished by violent Deaths" (G, 1738, p. 585).
The only quotation from Sarpi's writings is also rebellious toward
Rome: "!'There is noithing more essential than to ruin the Reputation of
the Jesuits; by the Ruin of the Jesuits, Rome will be ruin'd; and if
Rome is ruin'd, Religion will reform of itself'" (GM, 1738, p., 583).
Sarpi is made %o sound as Protestant as the Church of England, for
which Jobnson alleges he had a "high Esteem," The evidence for that
"osteen™' is that a good friend of Sarpi's, "who had adopted 211 his
lotions," gave cormunion to an English gentleman who fell ill at Venice
(G¥, 1738, p. 583)s

The life of Sarpi was calculated to meke him .. attractive to the
English readers, potential buyers of Johnson's ill-fated iranslation of.
the priest's works, The subject was not promising: an Italian with a
drive toward %the monasiic life who became a Catholic priest at twenty-
two, who lived when many men were leaving the Church of Rome but who did
not leave it, Of this man Johnson made a figure sympatheiic to the

English by virtue of his scholarship, honesty, and courage,
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Dr. Herman Boerhaave
"The Life of Dr, Herman Boerhaave," aclmowledgedby Johnson as

his (Life, I, 17), appeared in the Gentleman's l'azazine in four in-

stallments, January through April, 1739, bLeginning four months after
the doctor's deaths Arrangement of ithe facts, for which no source is
given, is according to the seventeenth~century character=lifes birth,
family, childhood and education, attendance at university, studies,
posts and promotions, final illness and death, physical description,
character and virtues, family, and publications. If there is any theme,
it is Boerhaave's overcoming through determination, diligence, and
ability greet difficulties on his way to becoming a famour professor of
physick, Few personal details are given and only four or five anec~
dotes, each illustrative of Boerhaave's character, TFor instance, his
"Fortitude and steady Composure of Mind" are demonstrated by the way he
diverted himself durlng a long, painful, and sleepless illness, which
was to meditate on his studies, remesuber what he had learned, and review
his "Stores of Knowledge" (GM, 1728, p. 173).** Emphasis is constantly
placed on the man's piety, learning, application, and sagacity~=~and the
success and acclaim following therefrom, A logilcal paﬁtern of cause
and effect is discernible in Boerhaave's life: he was hardw-working and
intelligent, therefore successful; he %turned to exercise instead of
drink for relaxation, therefore avoided drunkenness, But the element

of chance also affected his life, even changing it., His intent to enter

*Gentleman's Magazine, 1739, pp. 37=38, 72~73, 11416, 172-76,

**3ince future references will be to this volume, only the page number
will be given in parentheses,
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~ the winistry was sabotaged by malicious rumors at the University of
Leiden that he was an athre;istic follower of Spinoza, rumors begun
vwhen he humilieted a man for denigrating Spinoza without having read
him, Another characteristic of the biography 1s occasional Johnsonlan
generallzations about human existence, some only tangential to Boere
haave's life, For instance, of his decision to take a degree in wmedi-
cine as well as in the ministry, Johnson wrotes
It is, I believe, & very just Observation, that len's Am=
bition is generally proporiioned to their Capacity. Provie
dence seldom sends any into the World with an Inclindtion
to attempt great Things, who have not Abilities likewise to
perforu them.  To have formed the Design of gaining & com=
pleat Knowledge of liedicine by way of digression from Theo=
lozical Studies, would have been little less than Madness

in wost Men, and would have only exposed them to Ridicule
and Conteuwpt, but Boerhaave was one of those lijghty Geni=

USGSe s o o
(p. 72)
The biography opens with an error in sense usual in the century:

"Dr Herman Boerkhaave was born on ¥ last Dayof December, 1668, « o "

(ps 37). Babies are born, not doctors. The father, James, was credited
with "Prudence, Tenderness, and Diligence™ and scholarship in history,
genealogy, and languages, Johnson indulged in speculation about the
mother, "from whom /Herman/ might, perhaps, tlorive an hereditary Incli=-
nation %o the Study of Physick, in which she was very inquisitive;" but
she died when he was but five and could not teach him (p. 37), His
father, who directed his studies toward theology, gave him farm jobs to
relax his nmind, thus protecting him from the ill effects of uninterrupted
study, "from which, Students, not well acquainted with the Constitution.
of %he human Body, sometimes fly for Relief to Vine instead of Exercise,

and purchase teumporary Ease by the Hazard of the umost dreadfuf% Conse=
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quences" (pe. 37)s (At the time of writing that, Johnson was abstain=
ing from liquor, although he had drunk before 1736 and was to drink
néavily after 1757 (Life, I, 103, n, 3).*

Approvingzly Johnson cited Boerhaavels first serious illness, oc~
casioned by a malignant ulcer on his left thigh, which "first inclin'd
bin" %o medicine, for he "began to practice honestly, on himself," and
at last cured it by "fomenting the Part wth 8a1% and Urine® (ps 37)e
The result of the illness also was to teach him coupasaion for others,
Johnson said, and "his Experience of the Inefficacy of the Medicine then
in Use incited him to attempt the Discovery of others wore certain"

(ps 37)s Thus from Boerhaave's childhood illness and cure, Johnson
draws hls sympathy with suffering, his natural aptitude for healing, and
the first inclination to the medical profession,

Suspense is created briefly, then shattered, in the account of
James Boerhaave's taking his son for wedical help with the ulcer to
Leiden, where he entered the public school and in a year passed through
more than two clagses, winning first prizes in each. "Thus did our
young Student advance in Learning end Reputation, when, as he was within
Viev of the University, a sudden and unexpected Blow tﬂreaten'd to defeat
all his Expectations™ (p. %8). The blow was the death of his father,
which might have meant the end of his education, "but with a Resolution
equal to his Abilities, and & Spirit not so depressed or shaken," he

persuaded his gusrdians %o let him spend his patrimony as far as it

*Clifford in Young Sam Johnson, pe 312, speculated that he may have
given up spirits as an example to his wife Tetty, who drank excessively,
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would go on his schooling. Graduation from the university was accom~
panied by a discussion of the natures of the soul and body and confuta=

tion of "all the Sophistry of Epicurus, Hobbea and Spinoze" (p. 38), a

philosophical position probably concurred in by his biographer,

The first installment ends’ with Boerheave's response to his read-
ing of comumentators on Scripture, and the second beginswith his need to
gupport himself; there seems no artistiic reason for the break at that
particular point, The second installment, like the first and third
about fifteenth hundred words, contains not only several direct quotas~
tions from Bosrhaave but also the first real anecdote about him. His
praise of English Dr., Thomas Sydenham was "that he frequently perused
him, a nd always with greater Eagerness" (p. 72), and there is a diroct
quotation of his intention to preach after mastering physick. The
anecdote 1s about Boerhaave's overhaaring on a boat a conversation on
the "impious and pernicious Doctrine of Spinoza,® ending with one man'as
zealous invective, Boerhaave humiliasted him by inquiring whether he
had ever read the philosopher., 4 sirangsr asked his name and wrote it
down, and a few days.later 1% was said in Leiden that Boerhaave had
revolied %o Spinoza., Johnson tells the story,

not only to satisfy the CQuriosity of Mankind, tut %o shew
that no lMeri%, however exalted, is exempt from being not
only attacked but vwounded by the most contemptible Whispers,
Those vho cannot strike with rorce, can however poyson

their VWeapon, and, weak as they are, give wortal Wounds and

bring a Hero to the Grave: So true is that Cbservation,
that wmany are able to do hurt, but few %o do good,

(PO 75)

The fac’ of Boerhaavels being therecby prevented from the ministry pro=

voked Jolmson's comment that such rumors are kept alive not only by the
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nalice of bad msn but also by the zeal of good men, who think it wise
to keep even suspected men from public service on the theory "That
the Safety of Many is %o be preferred before the Advantage of Few"
(pe 73)s
The third installment begins with Boerhaave's early practice and
adherence to the resolution that prosperity should be the result of
"real Merit, and solid Learning," proved by his refusal ¢f an offer
from the court to settle at the Hague (p. 117), Nuch of the article
concerns his prouwotions and orations at the University of Leiden, though
the only oration quoted is one strongly in favor of experimental knowe
ledge, vwhich, in Johnson's words, Boerhaave
reflects with just Severity upon those arrogant Phlloso-
phers, who are too easily disgusted with the slow Methods
of obtaining true Notions by frequeni Experiwents, and
who, possest with too high an Opinion of their own Abilie
ties, rather chuse to consult their own Imaginations, than
enquire into Ilature, and are betiter pleased with the charme

ing Anusewent of forming Hypotheses, then the {toilsome
Drudgery of waking Observation.

(p. 115)
Untested hypotheses were to Johnson as empty as uncharacteristic de=
%tail, = That oration, however, incurred the wrath of a professor who
supported Descartes and said Boerhasave's aspeech was in opposition to
Christienity. "So far can Prejudice darken the Understanding," said
Johnson, "as to make it consider precarious Systems as the chief Supe
port of sacred and unvariable Truth" (p.‘115). The offending professor
wag forced to apologize and recant by supporters of Boerhaave, who on
being offered more satisfaction, "return'd an Answer not less to his
Honour than the Victory he gain'd, 'that he should think hiwself sufe

ficiently componsated, if his Adversary received no farther lolestation
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on his Account'™ (p. 116).

The last and longest installment, almost thirty~four hundred words,
opens with & reference to "this weak and injudicious Attack," as though
the readoer must have just read about it, and lisﬁs the honors from both
France and England bestowed on Boerhaave, He wes honored also by his
own university, for he was not one of the scholers

of whom the World has seen too meny, that disgrace their
Studies by their Vices, and by unaccountable Veaknesses
meke themwselves ridiculous at liome, while their Writings
procure them the Veneration of distant Countries, where
their Learning is known, but not thelr TFollies,
(p. 172)
Boerhaave'ls lectures and practice were slowed by a six=month battle
with gout, of which Johnson wrote syzpathetically, "The History of his
Illness can hardly be read without Horrour" (p. 172). Although a
second illness in 1726-27 forced him %o cut activities, his consulta-
tions continued bscause of his reputation for sagacity., Although
Jomsgson had heard wonderful tales of Boerhaave's diegnostic ability,
none are given in the life.
I mention none of them, because I have no Opportunity of
collecting Testimonies, or distinguishing beitween those
Accounts which are well proved, and those which owe their
Rise to Fiction and Credulity, '
(pe 173)
The account of the doctor's death is marked by repeeted attestations
to his piety and humility, "Constancy and Firmness," Aszsured by a
visitor that it waa not reproachable in torment to wish for death, as
Boerhaave confessed he had done, the doctor answered that"'He that

loves God, ought %o think nothing desirable but what is wost pleasing

to the supreme Goodness'" (p. 173). Such sentiments were cited with
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apparent approval by Johnson, Following the paragraph on his death are
two and one-half columns on his physical appearance, temperament, vir=
tues, and daily hebits, There ars two indirect quotatinns, one on his
mastery of a naturally quick temper and the other his usual response
to hearing of a criminal condemmed to death: ™{ho éan tell whether
this ¥an is not better than I? Or, if I am better, it is not to be
ascribed to wyself but to the Goodness of God" (p. 176). To Johnson,
Boerhaave was not only of news value but also a worthy example, ‘
May his Exanple extend ite Influence to his Admirers and
Follovers! May those who study his Writings imitate his
Life, and those who endoavour after his Knowledge aspire
likevise to his Piety!
(p. 176)
The only allusion, outside of the mention of his daily habits, to his
personal life is in a single paragraph immediately preceding a bibliog=

raphy, which says he married the only daughter of a Leiden burgomaster

and had four children, all but one of whom died in infancy (p. 176).

krs, Elizabeth Rowe

By the spring of 1739 Cave had published two blographies recently,
both by Johnson., The popularity of those lives of "eminent'Persons'
end popular interest in poetess Mrs, Elizabeth Rowe, who had died two
years before, were factore, according to the headnote, in the publica=
tion of her blography in three parts, beginning in May 1739, Although
in fewer installments, the Rowe life is slightly longer than the previous
one, more than seven thousand words to Boerhaave's sixty-five hundred,
The form-~life, death, character--is like that of the lives of Boer=

haave ard Sarpi, but the stylistic flourishes, fulsome praise, and
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snobbish taint eliminate Johnson as a possible author, According to

Jacob Leed, the Gentleman's lazazine article is an abridgement of the

life in the posthuwmously published Viscellaneous Works in Prose and

Verse and was written by Henry Grove and Theophilus Rowe, the latter
editor of the Yorks and her brotheru-in--lzam.“'0 Sources of information
were personal acquaintance, knowledge of her intimates, and lrs, Rowe's
own works: about her father one of her own letters is quoted,
The content is effusive and the style heavy-handed, lrs, Rowe's
parents did not just meét and marry; their "Acquaintance commenced"
and "terminated in the Nuptiel Union." Pleasure in comment occasionally
leads the authors far from.the facts, as in the account of Mr, Singer'é
visitors and why they liked hiwme
e ¢ o Such a Charm is there is unaffected Goodness, and so
naturally do kindred Souls, warmed and actuated by the same
hesvenly Passion, and pursuing the same glorious End, run

and pingle together with tle greatesti Pleasure,
(EH, 1739, pe 261)

The authors' deft use of balance, occasionally economical of words, is
pleasing. For instance, introducing the subject's husband-tobe; "Mr
Thozas Rowe was the Person reserved by Heaven, both to be made, and to.
meko happy" (p. 282), 4And on her childhood trainings

She received the first serious Impressions of Religionm,

probably, as soon as she was capable of it; at once per=-

celvinz her Obligations to the Juthor of her Being, and,

in the same Measure, as her opening Reason discovered
these %o her, feeling the Force of them,
A stylistic flaw 1s lack of transition; the biography souwetimes reads
ag though it were written at several sittings. The paragraph ending

with a quotation from her Devout Exercises l1ls followed by the sentence,
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"There is so great a Similitude between Peinting and Poetry, that is
is no way surprising, one who possessed the latier of these Faculties
in so high a Degree of Perfesction, did very early discover an Inclina=
tion to the other . . ."{p. 261). No previous mention had been rade in
the life of her poetry, A paragraph of critique of Thomas Rowe's lives
(those omitted by Plutarch he intended %o supply), posthumously pub-
lished, is followed, jerkily, by the account of his introduction to
Elizabeth,

An irritating quel ity of the biography, deriving notso much from
the style as from the choice of facts, is that the characters are unbe=
lievably and unquestionably good. Mrs. Rowe's parents met because the
mother considered herself "obliged" %o visit those imprisoned for nonconw
formity during the reign of Cherles II. Singer was one of thoae imprie
soned in her home city, Ilchester, and no doubt as they were both of
them "Persons of very great Worth and Piety,ﬂ the attraction was imstet
and mutual, After his wife's death, Mr, Singer moved %o Frome, where
he became well known for his "good Sense, primitive Integrity, Simpli-
city of lManners, uncoumon Prudence, Activity and Faithfulness in dise
charging the Duties of his Station, inflexible Adherence %o his Princie
ples, and at the sawe Time truly catholie Spirit" (p. 261). His daughter
was an "extraordinary Person" (p. 261), of "shining Merit! (p. 282), of
Mexalted Kerit" (p. 283), and'amiable Qualities" (p. 283) and "Godlike
DiSposition" (GM, 1740, p. 1), Her husband had "superior Genius"
and "insatiable Thiret after Knowledge" (GM, 1739, p. 282), "Virtue and
Prudence," "Love of Liberty," "prodigious;Strength of Memory, and inex

haustible Fund of Vit" (p. 283). About the only good quality he lacked
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was health; he died a% twenty=-eight., BEven the sistor who 1s only wen=
tioned once was "a lovely Concurrent in the Race of Virtue and Glory"
(p. 261). |
The authors of "The Life of Mrs, Elizabeth Rowe" never let the
reader lose sight of the fact that she was not of the upper classes
and that in spite of all her virtue and all her pilety, social inter-
course with them was an honor %o her, The same was true of Mr. Singer,
held in esteem "even by Persons of Superior Rank.," Specifically, Lord
Weymouth not only wrote him, but honored him with visits (p. 261). A
copy of Mrs, Rovwe's verses first introduced her to "the noble Family
at Longleat," who apparently called her to thems. Thus began a friend=-
ship that was
not more %o her Honour, who was the Fevourite of Persons
so much superior to her in the outward Disiinctions of
Life, than %o the Praise of their Judgment who knew how
to prize, and took a Pleasure in cherishing so much Worth,
(p. 262)
The compliment is graceful because both parties are praised equally,
but 8till the lines are drawn, and it is to the family's "credit" that
they vere willing %o honor her. The affection between them was none
the less real, for on the death of the Countess of Hertford's mother,
Mrs., Rowe was called tc her side at the "Importunity of her noble
Friends" (p. 284), The final honor was after her death:
And there cannot be a more advantageous Conclusion of the
Charecter of this excellent Persen, than letiting the World
know, that her life was honour'd with the Friendship, and

her Death lamented with thes Tears, of the Cowutess of Hort-
f'ord.

(a, 1740, p. 72)

In such & compliment, the weight of the honor bestowed on the recipient



114
must be determined by the weight of one's esteem for the Countess of
Herfford, an esteem of which the authors showed no doubts,

Writing as personal friends of Mrs, Rowe, the authors of her life
assuued a license for vagueness and speculation that are unseemly in a
biography. Unlike Johnson, the authors were sure that childish omens
of talent existed, for |

Those who vere aéquainted with this extraordinary Person in

her childish Years, observed a great many Things nof common

‘in that Age of Life, which then promised the bright Day

that afterwards ensued. « o+ »

(g, 1759, p. 261)

But none are supplied. luch is made of the fact that as & child Mkrs,
Rowe showed enough skill in drawing %o be tutored, but there is no
indication that the authors ever saw any of her work. The speculation
is not extravagant or unwarranted, but neither is i% ﬁecessary. For
instance, "It must have been with peculiar Satisfactioﬁ that Ir Singer
e o o boheld the early Dewnings of & grest and good Mind in this his
charming Daughter" (p.261). Concerning her death, Mrs, Rowe had often
hoped it uwight be sudden lest in pain she not behave as a Christian,
fSo that the Suddenness of her Death may be interpreted as a Reward of
her singular Piety, &and & lark of the divine Favour in Ansvier to her
Prayers" (GM, 1740, p. 71). The sssumption of entrance to Singer 's
thoughts is probably valid enough, but interpretation of the signs of
God seems presumptuous,

Despite stylistic offenses, the biography has virtues, The famili=-
arity with the family and with Mrs, Rowe's friends is obvious, fér they
are probably the sources of the information on the parents and childhood,

Appropriate use is made of the subject's writings; in the paragraph on
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her religious education is a quotation froz her Devout Exercises, and

'in the description of her character is a quotation by Mrs, Rowe on
ner pledzing half her income to charity (gg, 1740, p. 71). Remarks:
on her writings are not reserved to the le st but inserted in the account
of her life; 4hus the writings are made to seeu more a parb of the life
than is usual in early eighteenth-century biography.

Othervwise the organizaiion of the life is according to the usual
pattern, Like the life of Boerhaave, it began with the subject's birth

and family: "Mrs 3lizabsth Rowe was born at Ilchester in Somersetshire,

Sept. 11, 1674, being the eldest of three Daughters of lir Walter Singer,

e Gentlemen of a good Family, and lNrs Elizabeth Portnell, both of them A

Persons of very great Worth and Piety." Little solid fact is given
about the childhood except that young Elizabeth Singer and a sister
often studied until zmidnight, "so great was their Thirst of Knowledge,
and 4the Pleasure they had in gratifying it." A paragraph is given on
childhood omens of talent and early teachings in religion, and then
comes the meat, her artistic vent (G, 1739, p. 261).

The arrangement skillfully emphesizes poetry. Her first inclina~
tion was to drawing, which she began "when she had hardly Strength and
Steadiness of Hand sufficient to guide" the pencil and continued until
she was near death, 4s befit one of her piety,her taste in music ran
to the "solemm kind"; an affinity for music could be supposed, the
authors said, by anyone acquainted with "such a well tuned Soul" (p.
262), (I do not know whether "well funed Soul" was a common expression
and the authors were punning or whether it is simply a labored analogy.)

But most striking was her innate skill at poetry, so great that "she
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could hardly write a familiar Letter but 1% bore the Stamp of the
Poet," She began to write poetry at twelve and published a collection
of poems at twenty-one, at the desire of her friends, of course, not
seeking feme or profit. The authors did not at that time know her,
for it was said that her pseudonyrz "Philomela" was "most probably®
given her on this publication, as her modesty would not permit that
her name should be attached, The pseudonym was appropriate, according
to the biograpkers, "happily expressing the Sureness and Harmony of
her Verses, not less soothing and melodious than the Strains of the
Nightingale" (p. 262), Such extrevagant judgment seems forced, Later
in life these poecms weré to worry Mrs., Rowe, lest fhey be less than
perfectly pious, for, "not satisfied to have done no Injury to the
sacred Cause of Piety, she was displeased with her having writ any
Thing that did not directly promote it! That feeling apparently met
with the approval of the biographers, After the paragraph on her
first publication and consequent meeting with the family at Longleat
coues one of those abrupt changes: this time fto her French and
Italian tutor and sﬁill at reading Tasso's Jerusalem, The first in-
stalluent ends here, having covered her birth, family, and education
(p. 262).

The second installment switches to an entirely new subject, her
admirers and husbend-to-be, 4 sketch of the life of Thouas Rowe in=-
cludes his birth, famiiy, upbringing, character, talents, and literary
eubitions, with a hint of his early death, Then the authérs must back=
track slightly to their meeting in 17 09. Rowe enjoyed but a brief

life in this biography--slightly less than four coluuns, including a
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poem he wrote to her, The remainder of the second installment is about

her retirement in widowhood, two publications (Friendship in Death and

History of Joseph), and death, which she regarded as wmuch a: beginning

a8 an end, and which the authors called "this grand Event." From the
.description of her joy and transport during illness, one might think
she was born to die, Death came only a few hours afier an apoplectic
attack, and the authors remarked witb satisfactién that, judging by a
book left by her, her last conscious act was "reading pious Meditat-
tions, or forming devout Ejaculations for the divine Favour and Assist~
ence" (p., 285). Again with no éransition, the authors followed the
death with a paragravh on lrs, Rowe's temper, one on her physical ap=
pearance, and one on her manners, and the second installment closes -
abruptly in the middle of her "character.”

The first two installments eppeared in May and June 1739; for the
third readers had to wait until February 1740, I% begins with a
critiéal attitude evidently shared by authors and subject, distaste
for "wit"; Mrs, Rowe was "entirely free from that Severity of Temper
which has made the Character of & Wit unamiable if not infemous" (GN,
1740, pe 70)e After that, nothing is said of her poetry, much of her
conversation (eloquent), pastimes (virtuous), feeling about riches
(contemptuous), and charity (great). The latter is subsitantiated with
quotations and anecdotes~-she gave "in the Joy and Gratitude of her
Soul," and once sold a piece of gold plate to relieve a poor family,
The most revealing quotation, perhaps, is of what she said on hearing
some thankless poor mutter about the quality of the food she gave: her

reasoning was "That they expected someihing belter than ordinary from
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her Table" (p. 71). The biography ends, afiter paragraphs on her piety
and friendships, as with a drum roll, witﬁ enother allusion %o her
friendship with an "illustrious Ornament of the Age," the Countess of

Her&tford (p. 72).

Robert Bleke

War with Spein, beginning as the War of Jenkins's Ear and blend=-
ing into %the War of the Austrian Succession, had been declared in
October 1759, Although Englend had & fine naval tradition and as meny
ships as Spain and Frence combined, the war at sea had suffered from a
lack of direction from the Adwiralty and a leck of leadership in the
fleet, a failing vaguely hinted at in the headnote, quoted on p. 97
of this paper, to the 1ife of Robert Blake,

"The Life of Admiral Blake" is the first of Johnson's biographies
that was politically inspired, and it is perhaps for that reason that
he offered so many sources for it., The one used, or certainly quoted,

most is The History of the Rébellion and Civil Vars in England by

Clarendon, whose praise of Blake is doubly impressive since they wvere
on opposite sides in the war, Direct quotation from Clarendon is indi=-
cated by italics in three passaées, and sowe incidents are supported by
"as Clarendon relates," At one point Johnson referred to accounts of

a battle from "the Dutch writers," whor he may have consulted., Llater,
Johngon's assertion that the Dutch lost heavily in a battle is supported
by references not only %o the "wore impartial Historiens,” but elso by
quatations from two Dutch admirals (Gl, 1740, p. 305). 4nd at the

last, 3lake's character is given in a two-hundred=word quotation from

Lives t#nzlish and Foreiecn. The buttressing of the facts by frequent
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allusions to other writers, iwmpartial or not, gives this meaningful
biography an air of credibility and ingenuousness,

No account existed for Blake's earliest years, Johnson admitted,
and he could therefore "amuse the Reader with none of those Prognos-
ticks of his future Actions, so often wet with in Memoirs" (p. 301),
The first source quoted is a jumping=off point for a Johnsonian weigh=
ing of the evidence, conclusion based on the facts, and general staté-

ment. Antony Wood in Athense Oxoniensss said Rlake was refused a fellowe

ship at Wadham Collegs, Oxford, for sither "want of Learning, or of
Stature," But the same writer had already saild Blake rose early and
studied diligently, so the refusal must have been because ofhis height,
Too, it was known that the Warden of that College was accustomed %o
give wuch regard to the appearance of those who applled for preferment,
"So much do the greatest Events owe sometimes to Accident or Follyl®
(p. 301). Another example of generalization occurs later in the life,
after the description of two English victories, Jolmson wrote that the
Dutch were repairing their fleets and that the English were made "fac-
tious by success," jealousy having arisen between civil and military
leaders,
Such is generally the Revolutlon of Affairs in every State;
Danger and Distress produce Unanimity and Bravery, Virtues
vhich are geldom unattended with Success; but Success l1s
the Parent of Pride, and Pride of Jealousy and Factions;
Faction makes way for Calamity, and happy is. that Nation
whose Calamit{ies renew their Unanimity. Such is the Rota=
tion of Interests, that equally tend to hinder %the total
Destruction of a People, and to obstruct an exorbitant In=-
creass of Power,
(pe 303)

About Blake's politicél preference little 1s said, for it was not

that ' of Johnson or of Johnson's time. Blake's first public post was
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Burgess for Bridgewater, in Somersetshire, which he obtained through
'his opposition to Bishop Laud and refusal to participate in the bishop's
new ceremonies, The virtue of his conduct during the war is pointed out
and substantiated: courage and resolution are apparent ;n his refusal
to’.surrender Taunton, of which he was governor, before an afmy of ten
thousand, Yet he did not approve the execution of Charles I, and even
declared that "he would venture his life tovsave him, as willingly as

he had done to serve the Parliament" (p. 303).

The majority of the blography concerns Blake's naval activities,
divided into ITive partss capture of a seventeen-ship fleet in a Portu=
guese harbvor, capture of & French man~of=-war and battle with a French
ship in reprisal for privateering, five campaigns or battles against
the Dutch during the England~Holland war of the 1650%s, a foray into
the Mediterranean, and the campaign against Spain begun in 1656. The
point of the biography, of course, was the contrast between the victories:
of Blake and the bungling of the 1740's adwirals, but, except for the
headnote, the comparison must be inferred, The only direct allusion to
a conirast occurs after a reference %to the French nolestation of Zng~
lish trede, called "an Injury which, in those Days, was always immediate~
1y resented, and, if not repaired, certainly punished" (p, 302), Com-
parison might also be inferred from Johnsm 's generalization about
Blake's defeat of a forty~five-ship Dutch fleet on the English coast
with a force of itwenty ships., "It is indeed little less than miracu~
lous that a thousand great Shot should not do more Zxecution, and those
who will not adzit the Interposition of Providence, mey draw at least

this Inference from it, that the bravest lan is not alwaye in the wost
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Danger" (p. 302).

Johngon did not conceal Blake's only serious defeat but did
everythinz possible to palliate its effect on the reader: the fleed
had been weakened, it was ill~provided, and the Dutch Admiral Van
Trump probably knew of his problems, Blake was perhaps betrayed by
"his natural Ardour" and lack of information on the enemy, Still,
there was no excuse for Blake's havihg encountered a fleet so superior
when he could have reireated, Johnson weighed the evidence in charac=

teriatic style:

To say he was ignorant of ¥ is to impute %o hiwm a very
strength of the Dutch fleet, criminal Degree of Negligence
To urge the Ardour of his is to divest him of the Authore
Sailors ity of Conmander « « o o

To mention § Impetuosity of is to mako the Blame of hia

his own Courage, Temerity equal to the Pralae

of his Valour., .

The conclusion is that "Blake was once betrayed to an inconsiderate and
desperate Enterprise, by the resistless Ardour of his own Spirit, and
a noble Jealousy of the Honour of his Country" (p. 304). Even Johnson
could not resist &hat Ynoble Jealousy."

Of personal detail there is little, Johnson inclﬁded one quotation
from Blake, for which no source is given, on his principle of conduct,
a statement that enemies are foreigners and that domestic disputes
should not hinder action againat them (p. 305). A second detail is
revealed in the account of the refusal of the Tunisians to allow him
to take in water: "Fired with this inhuman and insolent Treatment, he

curled his Whiskers, as was his Custom when he was angry. . - " The
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curling might be taken as evidence of Blake's restraint of his temper,
except that he then destroyed or captured almat every ship in the
harbor (pe. 305).

Such regard of England first is the themwe of the biography. What
Johnson sought to inculcate is a sense of a man who earned respect for
his country and strengthened it materially. Even when his men provoked
an attack bj Spaniards on a lalaga street by mocking a rellgious pro=
cession, Blake threatened to burn the town if the priest who incited
the mob were not sent to him in three hours, on the grounds that an
Englishmen is to be punished only by an Enzlishman (p. 306).

The customary summaries of Blake's accomplishments and character
are supplied not in Johnson's words, but rather by quotations from

Clarendon and Lives English and Foreign. Johnson's own conclusion ia::

the incident illustrating Blake's integrity, in which he removed his
brother from command of a ship because he had not done his duty, but
still lef% to him his estate; the brother was able to behave well
privately although not to serve well his country, and Blake "had there=~

fore not suffered him to rob it" (p. 307).

Frencis Drake
Interest in naval affeirs was ruming high that summer of 1740
because of the war with Spain, and in July Cave reached back in history

for a "Lemorial Against Sir Francis Droke," written 16 October 1585 by

Alvaro Bazan, High Admiral of Spain, The memorial had no editorial
comzment until the end, where an editor, possibly Johnson, addé¢d that

since the account of Blake in the previous issue of the magazine "was
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not disagreeable to the Publick," the next month would be published
"Phe Life and Actions of Sir FRANCIS DRAKE," including meny of the
"rost memorable Transactions of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, in which
our long continued Wars with the Spaniards laid the Foundations of that
s2t4led Animosity which yet continues between the two Nations," As
though to ward off invidious comparison of Drake and contemporary ade-
uirals, the writer added that it was not only for his military prowess
that Drake was to be honored, but also for his "Fortitude in surmount=
ing Difficulties and encountering Dangers of a different Kind, his
Spirit in forming great Designs, and his Resolution in prosecuting
them," For all these qualifies he should be held up "to the Imitation '
of every Age," and Englané vwas wore indebted to navigation than to arms
for her Mlealth and Power" (G, 1740, p. 352). The emphasis in the
Drake biogzraphy then would be less military than in the Blake, and
possible imputations about naval 1eadersh1ﬁ in the war would be played
down,

As it turned out, thé tone and emphasis of the life of Drake were
controlled in large part by Johnson's sources, The introductorymatier

is from Nsithaniel Crouch's The Englieh Hero (of whidh the fourth edition

appeared in 1695), and the rest from a reprint of four pamphlets pub=
1ished in 1652 and 1653 by Nicholas Bourne (Johnson's following of

typographical errors shows the reprint rather than the original was

).11 According to Clifford, "supplementary" material came from

12

used
other authoriiies,

The bicgraphy is the longsst to appear in the Gentlewan's Magazine

in the decade, almost twenty-four thousand words, but very infrequently
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are sources alluded to: M"ihat Riches they acquired, is not particu-
larly related o o o" (po 447) and "this Transaction is related in so
obscure and confusing a lManner, that it is difficult to form any Judge~
ment upon it" (p. 514). The sources had faults, bui apparently they
’were all he had to work with and had to be %reated the best he could.
The Drake biography is like the.others in pattern-~little on the
childhood, emphasis on the career ana public 1if§-~buh different in
that no spelec ific section summarizes his character and that a single
paragraph describes his death and funeral; No accownt exists, Johnson
said, of Drake's early years, so that, as in the case of Boerhaave, we
do not know of "any Disposition to Hazards and Adventures which might
have been discovered in his Childhood, or of the Education which qualil-
fied him for such wonderful Attempts" (p. 389). Of the four install=
ments, most of the first, all the second and third, and most of the
fourth describe his voyages in 1572-73, 1577=79, 1585, and 1595, Only .
Draket's place and abilities in English history as a seca captain make
hinm worthwhile to Johnson as a subject, for when he leaves the sea
Johnson leaves hims
It is not necessary %o give an Account equally particular
of the remaining Part of his Life, as he was no longer a
private Fan, but engaged in public Affairs, and associated
with other Generals, whose Atteupts, and the Success of
theu, are related in the Histories of those Times,
(G, 1741, p. 44)
His character must be derived from side comments and from the reader's
interpretations of his action: he was bold, courageous, cunning, deter=

mined, patriotlc, pious, and unselfish, but these qualities are nentiored

one by one in relation to particular adventures, not piled up at the
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end in a few sentences,

The Drake biography hes no headnote indirectly inviting coumpari-
son with coniemporary finglish adrirals, but surely the accounts of
his successful voyages contrasted with thelr mediocre work just as
Queen Zlizabeth's strengths had conirasted with Walpole's failures in
the series of essays in the Craftsman in the early 17%20's, There was
yet another parallel: at both times England's vain enemy was Spain,
and the anti=Spanish element is obtrusive in the life, On the first
pages, Johnson referred to the "lalice of the Speniards," who considered
that other nations' efforts to follow them into 4he New World were in-
vasions of their rights (G, 1740, p. 389). The criticism of Spain is
occasionally gratuitous:

The Arrows of the Indians were wmade of greenViood, for the

imzediate Service of the Day, the Spaniards, with the Fear
that always harrasses Oppressors, forbidding them to have

any WeaponS. o o o
(pe 603)
Not only are the Spaniards contrasted with Englislmen, but also their
character 1is opposed to Drake's, After losing most of his fortune in
an expedition attacked by a Spanish ship, Drake elected %o try another
voyage, "by which the Spanierds should find out how impfudently they
always act, who injure and insult a brave man" (p, 380)., His object
was no wore honorable or worthy than revengs, but Johnson wade no com=
went on it; perhaps "Reprisals upon the most powerful Nation in the
World" (p. 390) was not a petty object.
Ads the advertisement in the July issue promised, the biography did
provide a model for the ordihary person as well as for the aspiring

sailor, Drake's virtues and strengths and the resulting benefits to
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him personally and to his country are named and elaborated on in every
installment., For instance, he began on the sea as an apprentice to the
owner of a small trading ship, who, on dying without a family, left his
vessel %o Drake as reward,

a Circumstance that deserves to be remembered, not only as

it may illustrate the private Cheracter of this brave NMan,

but as it may hint to all those who may hereafter propose

his Conduct for their Imitation, that Virtus is the surest

Foundation both of Reputetion and Fortune, and that the

firat Step to Greatness is to be honest,

(p. 389)

So in a nutshell we have diligence and honesty as two of Draeke's char=-
acteristics and a rewinder to the reader that of such characteristics
virtue is not the only reward, Unwilling to let the subject drop, but
aware that he may be running the subject into the ground, Johnson
started the next paragreph, "If it were not improper to dwell longer
on an Incident at first View so inconsiderabdle, it might be added , .
." and he did add that people who are assigned tasks not worthy of
thelr abilities and treat them contamptuously, dreaming of larger pro-
jects, may learn from Drake that "Diligence in Employments of less
Consequence is the most successful Introdiction to greater Enterprizes"
(po 389). He that hath ears to hear, let him hear, lany of Drake's
qualities were ihmitable by anyone, such as his piety (which Johnson
illustrated by his préyers 6f thanksgiving), his good sense (illua=
tratéd by his refusal to indulge in melancholy reflections upon his
past miscarriages). (p. 444), his generosity (illustrated by his putting
a treasure of zold into the common stock rather than keeping it) (p.

447), his couraze (illustrated by his concealing & wound in his leg

lest it discourage his men (p. 391), and his astuteness (illustrated by
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his ability to perceive "all the circumstance and Inconveniencies of
every Scheme") (p. 446)., His choice of a course that would take him
and his company through Spanish~held territory demonstrated his courage,
His intrepidity was mentioned several times-=~he dared %o anchor and stay
where Spaniards knew his location, siumply because it was the best place
(p. 350), and he raised his men's spirits when it seemed the Spaniards
were about to capture their ships (p. 446). Thus Drake was presented
as a man worthy of emulation both by the stay-at-home reader and by the
leader of men, Only one of Drakels actions so baffled Johnson that no
quality could be assigned Yo it: his learning before leaving on the
voyege around the world that one of the crew, Thomas Doughtie, joined
the expedition only %o murder its leader, and appearing to place great
trust in him before announcing the plan, somewhere off the coast of
South Amerlea, to the other officers. The motives of both men escaped
Johnson:

How far it is probable that Draxe, after having been ac=

quainted with this lan's Designs, should aduit him into

his Fleet, and afierwards caress, respect, and trust him;

or that Dou"htle, who is represented as a Kan of eminent

Abilities, should engsgze in so leng end hazardous a Voyage

with no other View than that of defeating it, is left to

the Determination of the Reader, What Designs he could

have formed with any Hope of Success, or to what Actions

vorthy of Death he could have proceeded without Accomplices,

for none are uentioned, is equally difficult to imegine,

Nor, on the othsr Hand, tho'! the Obscurity of the Account,

and the remote Flace chosen for the Discovery of this

wicked Project, seem to give Reason for Suspicion, does

there appear any Temptation, from either Hope, Fear, or

Interest, that might induce Drake, or any Commander in his
State, to put to death an inmocant lan upon false Pre~-

tences,
(pe 514)

In that sort of action, perhaps Drake was not to be imitated,
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In the life of Drazke more than in {he previous lives, Johnson made

some attempt to read the mind of his subject, or to imagine what wust
have been hie feelinge. Previously, he had let actions speak for
thomselvea, but here are in every installment phrases like "It is
easy to imagine that ., . ." and "Doubtless it was not easy for Dralke .
o «" and "Perhaps they thought that , ., . " Once Johnson speculated
as to the effect of Drake's bravado on the Spaniards: '"Perhaps the
Spaniards, whose Notions of Courage are sufficiently rowantic, might
look upon him as a more formidable Enemy, and yleld more easily to a
Hero of whose Fortitude they had so high an Idea' (p. 394). 4nd he
pondered the nsture of the Indians of South America:

What were their Manners before the Arrival of the Spani-

ards, it 1s not possible %o discover; but the Slaughter

made of their Countryuen, perhaps without Provocation, by

these cruel Intruders, end the genersl Massacre with

vwhich that Part{ of the Vorld had been depopulated, might

have ralsed in them a Suspicion of all Strangers, and by
Consequence wade them inhospitable, treacherous and

bloody.
‘ (pe 513)
He cannot, of course, say for sure, but the implication is that that is
just what happened. The use of speculation is commonly based on Jolne
son's knowledge of vwhat was likely to occur=-=that is, his knowledge of
human nature, derived from what men had done before, their motives, and
the results,

Frequently Johneon used events in Drake's 1ife as springboards for
generalizations on human conduct, although these usually have 1little or
nothing to do with the ostensible subject of the work., For instance, in
describing the early exploring voyages to America and the tales told by

the sailors, Johnson noted that "it way easily be concluded that the
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Relaters did not diminish the Merit of their Attempts, by suppressing
or diminishing any Circumstance that might produce Wonder, or excite
Curiosity" (p. 389). Thus Johnson, without specific events to back up
an asserition, called upon his knowledge of humen nature to make a
statement about which readers (depending on their knowledge of human
nature) will not diesagree, Such generalizations were often tucked into
long and action-filled sentences:
In their Way there fell a violent Shower of Rain, which
went some of their Bow=-stirings, and extinguish'd many of
their lMetches; & Misfortune vhich might soon have been
repaired, and which perhaps the Enemy wight suffer in com=
pong with thez, but which lowever on this Occasion very
wuch exbarrass'd 4them, as the Delay produced by it repressed
thet Ardour which sometimes ie onlv to be kent up by con=

tinued iction, and gave %time Lo the Tizercus and slothful
%o spreed their Insinuations, and propagate their Cowardice,

[Ztalics mins/
(po 391)

Thus generality and substantiation from Dreke's experience seem a com=

pact whole, The account of a batile between soldlers guarding Spanish-
silvef and Drake's men ends with the comment that the heat of the

battle indicated "with how much greater Ardour Ven are animated by
Interest than Fidelity." Tﬁe "Interest" was that the sailors expected
portions of the loot, "and every lMan imagined himself secure from Pov=-
erty and Labour for the remaining Part of his Life" (p. 446), The
longest comment on huzan nature occurs before the descripiion of Drake's
voyage around the world and concerns. the opposition he wmet %o the plan,
His merit alone had won him some enemies, according to Johnson, for his
"Reputation was now sufficiently advanced to incite Detraction and Oppo=
gition." Those men are merely petty, he iuplied, but the analysis of

the other kind of opposition Drake met is as applicable in these days
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of space travel as i1t was in those of c=ea travels
There are soue Men of narrow Views, and grovelling Concep=
tions, wh, without the Instigation of personal lkalice,
treat every new Attewpt as wild and chimerical, and look
upon every Zndeavour to depart from the beaten Track, as
the rash Effort of a warm Imagination, or the glittering

- Speculation of an excited Mind, that may please and dazzle
for a Tiwe, but can produce no real or lasting Advantage.

(ci, 1750, p. 509)

The vehemence of Johnson's digression suggests that he had in mind
opposition he hed hinself met, Adversity could also come by chance,
even as an indirect result of Drake's sense of responsbility, For in-
stence, he never delegated to a subordinate the task of examining a bay
or harbor in which he was considering anchoring, but on one occasion
vhen he was away from his ship doing so, a sudden storm prevented him
from returning., The occurrence was %o Johnson an exawple of the per=
versity of fate:

By so many unforeseen Accidents is Prudence itself liable

to be emberrassed! So difficult is it sometimes for the

quickest Sagacity, and most enlightened Experience, to

judge what lMeasures ought to be takenl! To 4rust another

to sound en unkmown Coast, evpeared to Drake Folly and Pre=

sumption; to be absent from his Fleet, tho! but for an Hour,

proved nothing less than to hazard the Success of all their

Labours, Hardships and Dangers.

(ps 511)
On that occasion, one of the fleet ventured into the bay and rescued
Dreke, but those thet stayed outside in the sea were damaged, and one
ship was driven away,
In the account of Drake's two~year circumnavigation of the earth,

to which Johnson devoted about thirteen thousand words, is & kind of

digression th2t, unlike those on huran nature, had not appeared before

in Johnson's writings for the Gentleman's Marazine, The observations
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on natural history end the customs of the natives Drake met are usually
dropped into the text without transition; the two paragraphs on the
flying fish and the cuttil, for instance, couldhave been omitted or
placed elsewhere with no greater jar to the reader's senses, Of the
flying fish Jommson gave a physieal description, his manner of "flying,*
and his encmies (calling him "this unhappy Animal®), Of the cuttil ve
learn only that "whole shoals will sometimes rise at once out of the
Water" (p. 511). Later, Johnson gave a paragraph to a strenge bird
found on an island and described ite nesting habits (p. 600).

Coument on the habiis of the people of South America was wore pro=-
fitable, for Johneon could move fromwihkeir custom of painiing theuselves
to the Picts' doing the same to the conclusion ihzt covering the body
with paint wust protect it from the extremities of weather and %o ilLe
generality that "So well do either Reason or Experience supply the
Place of Science in Savasge Countirea!'égié/" Other practices were
equally wild, by Johnson's lights--one man expressed gratitude to Drake
by pushing an arrow in%o nis leg, "testifying, as it is probable, that
he valued Drake's Frisndship above Life" (p. 513). The simplicity of
the savages' existence inspired a contrast betwsen their vay of life
and that of the civilized wan's with the concluzion that

Happiness and Misery are very equally diffused thro! all
States of human Life. In civilized Countries where regular
Policles have secured the ilecessaries of Life, fnmbition,
Avarice, and Luxury, find the liind at Leisure for their
Reception, and soon enzage it in new Pursuiltis; Pursuits
that arc to be carried cn by incessant Labour, and whether
vain or successiul, produce Anxieiy and Contention. duongz
Savage ilations, iraginary VWants find, indeed, no Place, but
their Strength is exhausted by necescary Toils, and their

Passions agitated not by Contests about Superiority, Afflu-
ence, or Precedence, bui by perpetual Care for the present
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Day, and by fear of psrishing for want of Food,
(p. 601)

It cannot be said, the implication of the pasmze is, that one way of
life is betéer than the other, except in specifics, The dress,

. houses, and temper of the people on an island off South America are
described in several paragraphs, capped by a Johnson ian refutation of
a notion comuonly received, that those people are harpier in their
ignorance than the English in their knowledge, Those who think so, he
argues, miss the point: "The Question is not whother a good Indien,
or bad Engl ishman be most happy, but which State is most desirable,
supposing Viriue and Reason the sams in both." Too, these people's
innocence is not praiseworthy, for "He that never saw, or heard, or
thought of strong Liquors, canno% be proposed as a Pattern of Sobriety"
(GM, 1741, po #1). To prefer the life of a savage to that of an Eng-
lishman would have besen to Johnson sheer nonsense, & perverse refusal
to berefit from accumulated discoveries, inventions, and writings,

The close of the account of the trip around the world 1s very
nearly the close of the blography, although Drake had sixteen rore
years to live, He made a voyage %o the West Indies in 1585=-86, and
took part in the battle against the Armada in 1588, but that battle,
though "memorable,” was "less noecessary to be recited in this succinct
Narrative," which, as advertised, dealt with little but the explora=
tion (p. 44), Of his military action, Johnson said only that his pro=
motlon to vice=-admiral of England was "sufficient Proof, that no Ob=
scurity of Birth, or leanness of Fortume, is unsurmountable to Bravery
and Diligence" (p. 44). Death came to Drake while on a voyage to the

Indies in 1595, and Johnson published but did not agree with a report
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that the failures of the expedition speeded his death, reasoning that
as all his successes did not make him vain or negligent, no change of
fortune would have thrown him in%o dejectim. That comment is the
only one in the closing relating %o his character; the usual list of
charactérigﬁics is missing here, Drake's strengths having been men=-

tioned in the text along with examples of them,

John Philip Barretier
John Philip Barretier, scholer and prodigy, died 5 October 1740
in Halle, Prussia, and a two~part biography, acknowledged by J;hnson
as his, ran in the December 1740 and February 174 issues of the

Gentleman's Marazine, (A noie at the end of the December installument

promised & continuation in the Supplement for 1740, but no apology is
made for tle non-appearance there,) liore than a year later, Johnson
published in tﬁe ¥ay 1742 Mazazine "An Additional Account of the LIFE
of lr John Philip Barretior," notes and corrections of the previous
account,

It was the shortest biography Johnson had contributed since that -
of Father Paul Sarpi, fewer than threec thousand vords, with about two
sevenths in the firct installment, At least the neme of Barretier was
probably known to the magazine's readers: his translation of The

Travels of Rabbi Benjazin’had been published in 1734, his Anti-Arte=~

monius in 1735, and his disquisition on the apostolic succession in
1740, Tha%t Johnson's assumption of interest in Barretier was not wrong
is indicated by thepublication in 1742 of William Whiston's account of

his studies on the primitive church and J.H.S., Formey's Vie in 1755, -
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Johnson's own biography was reprinted as a twenty-eight-page pamphlet
in 1744 vy J. Roberts.!? Although the biography had news value, like
that of Boerhaave, it cannot be argued that Barretier's qualities vere
to be emulated by the reader--the life of a prodigy, master of five
languages at nine, is presented rather as an oddity or curiocsity, like
the account of a woman who could speak without a tongue (disputed in
G¥, 1743, pe 149) or the letter written by & duke's gardener just be-
fore he slit his throat (GH, 1743, p. 543), Utile could be derived from
Barretier's life, Johnson believed, if it were posaible %o learn the
method of education used by his father, a Calvinlst minister, and he
asked that anyone knowing it "not to deny Mankind so great a Benefit as
the Improvement of Education" (G, 1740, p. 612).

For %o prolong Life, and improve it, are nearly the saume,

If to have all that Riches can purchase is to be rich, if

to do all that can be done in a long Tiwe, is to live long,

he is equally & Benefactor to Mankind, who teaches them to

protract the Duration, or shorten the Business of Life,

(p. 612)

To the father's ieaching Jommson attributed the son's phenomenal suc-
cess, and he assumed that the same method would benefit a youth of
ordinary in%telligence,

In a hurry %o get an article on Barretier into print, Johnson ad=
mitted in the headnote that, unsble to secure materials for a 'compieat
Life," he was yet "willing to gratify the Curilosity" of the public, and
therefore would suéply these "Extracis of Letters" by the prodigy's
father (p. 612). He did not éay whether the letters were published or
siwply fell into his hands; that the father wrote them he did not doubt,

although he did quibble with almost as much as he believed in then,
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The paraphrase of the letters does not seem to begin until the

third paragraph, following the request for more information and praise
for the unknown method of education, The very first letter quoted,
however, is disputed by Johnson, The father had written that John
Philip was by nine years the mést;; of five lenguages and understood
tle holy writers better in their own tongues then in his own, That the
boy may have grasped certain difficuli passages batter in the original
than in %translaetion Johnson would allow, but if the senior Barretier
meant the boy knew the languages of the Bible better then his own, "he
uust be allowed to speak hyperbolically, or to admit that his Son had
somewhat neglécted the Study of his native Language: Or, we must own,
that the Fondness of a Paren% has transported him into some natural
Exaggerations" (pe. 612), Of "the contents of that letter, of 3 March
1750, Johnson wrote he was tempted to leave out some, "being unwilling
to demand the Belief of others to that which appears incredible to my= |
gelf"; but for three Johnsonian reasons, he will continue with its

as my Incredulity may, perhaps, be the Product rather of

Prejudice than Reason, as Envy may beget a Disinclination

to edmit so imuense a Superiority, and as an Account is not

to be immediately cenaured as false, merely because it 1s

wonderfule o o »

(p. 612)

The apcomplishments Johnaon found hard to credii were the extent and
depth of the boy's Eiblical and linguistic study, including a tranala=

tion from Hebrew to French of The Travels of Rabbi Benjemin, He dis~

agreed too with the father's antipathy toward linguistic and etymologi-
cal study that dwells on details and accents, asserting that linguistic

knoviledze is necessary and that scholars of dead languages did not waste
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their time, "since it was to the Labour of such Men that his Son was
indebted for his own Learning" (p. 87).

At fifteen Barrotier was called to the court of the King of
Prussia and requested by him %o study history and government, but the
youth refused to give up "Science and Quiet," To %that refusal his
father attributed the postponement of royal favor he had hoped for, as
the king had wanted to train the bey for the minisiry, Johnson intér-
posed here that "paternal Affection" had perhaps given him wrong ide;s,
for he had also conceived the notion that the kirg.meant Barretier %o
%utor his children~=just becesuse he was infroduced to thenm (é. 89).
Although the biography purported to consist of extracts of Barretier's
father's letters, Johnson could not resist acting not only as an editor
but also as a balance wheel, pointing out incredibility and unfairness,

In the discussion §f the Travels, there is a hint that the letters
were not the only source consulted, for Johngon cormented without ale
lusion to the father that "These Notes contain so many curious remarks
and inquiries , o o that the Reader finds in every Page some Reason %o
persuade him that they cannot possibly be the work of a child" (p. 87).
Jomson may have been that reader, Yet, that Barretier was the author
is proved by the testimony of a clergyman associate of the father, "so
that the Fact is not to be doubted without a Degree of Incredulity,
which it will not be very easy to defend" (p. 87). It sounds as though
Johnson hiuwsell had doubts, but that the.weight of evidence against
them was too much,

As in the Boerhaave blography, theré are similarities between

author and subject that suggest Johnson may have had a more than



157
ordinary sympathy with Barretier, =©toth hdd physical disabilitles:
Johnson's scars from scrofula suffered as a child, Barretier's painful
tunor on the left hand. Neither had money for as many books as he
would have liked, so that Barretier "was obliged to borrow the greatest
Pert of those which his Studies required, and to return them when he
had read them, without being able %o consult tlem occasionally, or to
recur to them as ﬁis Memory should fail him" (p. 88)., As Johnson bro-
bably did, he was forced to make extracts from Books whié¢h he would not
be able to use a second time (61, 1742, p, 255), The third similarity
is perhaps wore epparent than real, snubbing or nistreatuent by poten=
tial patrons, Borretier by the age of fifteen had published his Anti=-
Asriemonius end sttained such a degree of reputation that not only the

public but "Princes, who are commonly %he last by whom Merit is disw

tinguished, begen to interest thomselves in his success" (Cl, 1741,

p. 88; italics mine--the clause may have been a slap at Englénd’s King
George II)s The major difference between them waz Barretier's tempers
he ever was "gay, lively, and facetious," despite his "recluse Life,"
want of books, and illness (p, €8), His "gayety," which did not leave .
hiz until ten days before his death at Ywenty, contrasts with the fits
of melancholy Johnson suffered zuch of his life,

The two parts of the biography end without the usual "character s
Barrétier simwply "resigned his Soul into the Hands of his Saviour, with
Confidence and Trenquility" (G, 1742, pe 89). That lack 1s supplied
in the "Additional Account," evidently published because wmore facts
had come %o Jolmson's attention by llay 1742, A headnote explained that

the nature of the megazine required that its accounts should be early,
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asked the reader's pardon if they were occasionally incomplete, and
promised correction of errors and defects when additiomal information
came to hand, The information in this "Account" elaborates upon
rather than corrects the firsi two, Still more additlons appeared in
1744 when the bookseller James Roberts reprinted the life of Barretier
as a pamphlet.14 Even in 1742, though, interest was in the boy's mind
rather than in his character, for it was only in his mind that he was
remarkable; Barretier had never taken employment whereby he could con~
tribute 4o civilization, Johnson did not give Barretier unqualified
pralse, perhaps agreeing with the King of Prussia that "active Life
vas the noblest Sphere of a great Genius" (p, 88). His schome for
deternining longitude, sent to the Royl Society in 1735, was praise=-
wortly, but it was a method already tried and found wanting.
Such will be very frequently the Fate of those whose Fortune
either condemns thew to study without the necessary hssiste
once from Libraries, or who in too much Haste publish their .
Discoveries,
(po 243)
Barretier's withdrawal from the world prevented him fron nowing what
had been accomplished and from learning from others, Johnson implied,
5%i1]1, his diligence and extent of learning were worthy of admiration
by themselves, and Johnson obviously admired & man who vwas
desirous of nothing but Knowledge, and entirely untainted
with Avarice or Aubition, He preserved himself always in-
dependent, and was never lmown to be guilty of a Lie, His
constant Application to Learning suppressed those Passions
which betray others of hils Age to Irregularities, and ex=
cluded all those Temptations to which lien are exposed by
Idleness or common Agusements,
(pe 245)

The qualities of his character, if not those of his brain, might be

emulated by the rcader, as they were striven for by the author,
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Dr, Lewis Morin
The translation of Fontehelle's "Eloge de Norin" was the second
of three biographies Edward Bloom believes Johnson influenced Cave %o
publish because they had a personal appeal for him (the others were
those of Boerhaave and Sydenham, also scientists)15 Jomson's source

was the Bloges des Acadeniciens de 1'Acaderie Royale des Sciences,

1731, and the transiation, judging by a reprint in Fontenelle, 1s al=
wost 1f no%t quite literal,

Morin, who lived from 1635 %o 1714, exemplified several qualities
Jolmson is known to have admired and either shared or attempted %o
emulate, As a youth, the eldest of sixteen, Morin soughi lessons in
bosany from a rural salesman of apothecary supplies and paid him with
his tiny earnings and uoney his parents gave him for food,

Thus Abstinence and Generosity discovered themselves with

his Passion for Botany, and the Greaitiiication of a Desire

indifferent in itself, was procured by the Exercise of two

Virtues,

(G, 1741, po 375)

Denial of physical appetites to gratify the wental was a practice John=
son applauded, It was not only ethically pralseworthy, but also bene=
ficial to the body, for lorin's liﬁitation of hiwself %o bread and
water and fruits enabled him to preserve "a constent Freedom and
Serenity of Spirits" (p. 375). iorin's ability to set and live by
such an austere regimen_-he retired at 7 p.um, and rose at 2 a.m., spent
three hours at prayer, the reat of the day at work (p. 377)=~doubtless
impressed a men whose lMeditations are marked by repeated intentions to
do so. lorin's practice of charity was also one Johnson approved:s %he

doctor's increase in salary did hiw no good,
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except the Pover of wore extensive Cherity; for all the

Money which he roceived as a Salary, he put into the Chest

of the Hospital, always, as he iuagined, without being ob=

served, liot content with =serving the Poor for nothing, he

peid them for being serv'd,

(pe 376)

Last was the men's unremitting honesty, shown by his telling the
Princess, when she believed herself recovering from an illness, that
her death was inevitable. Perhaps to an even greater degree than
Boerhaave; Morin was a man whose quallties Johnaon praised and sirove
for all his life,

Despite Bloorfs statement that Fontenelle is followed closely,
there are phrases and sentences in the text similar to those in other
of Johneon's works. The suthor sympaihized with Morin's lack of recog=
nition and his unvworldliness in the matter of getting on in society.
hpparently Morin failed to get a promotion due him at the Hotel Dieu,
the reason being that "were unassisted lerit advances slowly, if, what
is not very coammon, it edvances at all" (p. 376). The conditional
clause is Johnson's; Regerd for ability unattended by craft was not
the way of the world in Paris or London, Even fame gained is nol neces=
sarily fame retained, as Fontenelle observed in the account of Morin's -
having been honored by having & plant named for him, the Morina Ori-
entalls; that was a compliment proper for a botanisi, "for a plank is
a Monument of & more dﬁrable Wature than a Medal or an Obelisk," Yet,
lest the reader be carried away by emoiilon, he added that even such an
honor will not necessarily endure, for the Nicotiana plant "is now
scarcely known by any otler Term than that of Tobacco" (p. 377). Even

when their heroes were fecognized, Fontenelle and Johnson were gloomy

about their chances for enduring renocwn, Johnson questioned %oo Morin's
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habit of drinking an increasing amount of wine, though measured care-
fully and taken as a medicine. In a footnote, he salid that
The Practice of Dr liorin is forblidden, I believe, by
every Writer that hes lef%t Hules for the Preservation of
Healthe o o o it 18 generally agreed, that as Men advance
in Years, they ought %o take lighter Sustenance, and in less

Quantities; snd Reason seems easily to discover that as the
concoctive Powers grow weaker, they cught %o labour less,

(pe 377)
Fontenelle's praise of lorin's Greek and Latin index to Hippocrates,
which required "the Assiduityr and Patience of amEermit," Johnson quoted
but added the irascible footnote quoted above (p. 49). Though his
admiration for liorin was unquestionable, Johnson might disagree with
Fontenelle,

The pattern of the two=-thousand-viord life of Foriln is similar to
that of the others: birth and family, education, posts, and prowotions,
illness and death, habits and character, The only item resembling an
anecdote is his telling the princess she would surely die and receiving
from her a ring as a pledge of affectim, There are a few personal de=
tails, mostly relating to Morin's simple 1life: rice and water added to
his diet when he was about sixty, his bedridden state for his last six
months, and his deily schedule from 2 a,m, to 7 p.wse There is bui one
direct quotation from hims "Those that come to see me do me Honour,
and those that stay away do me a Favour" (p. 377)s. Except for the ad=
verse commwent on his drinking wine late in 1life, there is no criticism
of his life; thus the bilography does live up to its title, "4 Panegyric
on Dr MORIN," Nowhere is it said in so many words that lMorin ought to
be imitated; the utile of the 1ife is to be derived from the reasdor's

adnmiretion of him and fror his obscrvatiion of the beneficial effects of
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his way of life, His estate was indicative of the kind of man he was==
a collection of medals, one of herbs, and a library valued ai two
thousand crowns-~which, Johnson's and Fontenelle's final observation
is, "neke it evident that he spent much more upon his Mind than upon

his Body" (p. 377).

Peter Burmen
No sources for Johnson's inf ormation on Peter Burmen are men-
tioned in the life itself; Boswell supposed it "chiefly tsken from a
foreign publication; as indeed, he could not himself know much about
Burman" (kizg, I, 153), Information might have been gleaned from edi=
tions of Burmen's worlrs available in Zngland; thirty-ons of the thirty-

four titles listed in the British Museum Catalogue were published before

1742,

Though not the prodigy Barretier was, Buraman made his name as a
scholar in classical studics and law and és 8 teacher at the universi-
ties of Lelden and Utrecht, Like those 6f Boerhaave and Barretier, his
three-thousand~word life had news valuves Burman died in Maxhi17¥#, the
1life appeared in the lagazine of April 1742. Johnson's quibbles with
Barretier‘s father enlivened that blography, but nothing of the sort
eppears here,

The account of Burman is his progrese in:education as a youth and
his pro#otion from post to post as an adult, punctuated only by his
publications. The form of the life is similar to that of the lives of
Blake and Boerhaave: birth and femily, education, posts and publications,

death, and habits and character, Near the end of his 1ife, in "The Life
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of Addison," Johnson was to write that "No to name the school or the
mesters of men illusirious for literature, is a kind of historical
fraud, by which honest fame is injuriously diwinished: I would there=
fore trace him through the whole process of his education."17

So ho does heres the importance of a good bacher and teaching
methods is emphasized by the credit given Gree vius, who superintended
Burman's work at the University of Utrecht, Gresvius's particular
skill was his ability to determine just what fleld of literaiure a
student was suited to;  Burman, he sald, was meant for classical
studies, Foritunately, the skill of the tescher was matched by the apti-
tude of the student. Burman's qualities as a scholar~=diligence, elo=-
quence, pover at argument, curlosity==are worked into the account of
his education and teaching,

Personal deteils are few, and only one anecdote 1s offereds on &
1714 visit in Paris to the famed Father Méntfaucon, Burman did not re-
veal his name until *the father pronounce& him "a very uncowwmon Traveller"
GM, 1742, p. 208), and was amazed %o discover he had been talking to 2
wan he admired, The incident indicates a sense of humor snd flair for
#he dramatic that Johnson did not elaborate on., The only other %ime
the subject comes %o life is in the account of his affliction with the
scurvy; at the re~-creation of physical pein Jolmson shone, "The Vio=
lence of his Pain produced irregular Fevers, deprived him of Rest, and
entirely debilitated his whole Frame" (p. 209)., Somehow that descripe
tions makes him come more alive éven than the paragraph on his marrying

a young lady of genius ard beauty and having ten children, eight of

whom died before their father did., Only experience that Johnson had
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shared did he re~create for the reader,

Despite the overall dullness of the life, certain sitylistic habits
identify it as Johnson's. Burman was admitted to the university at
fwelve and passed in ftwo years what an English student would teke ten
for, BEither Dutch teachers must be far betier than English, said John~
. son, or Burman was superior to the greatest English scholars, Nelther
seemed likely, he admitted, so "it is necessary that Admiration should
give Place fo Enquiry" (p. 206). The fact was that the English student
nust be far betier prepared to enter a university than was the case in
Holland; thus it was probable that Burman had less proficiency at compo=
sition or languages than would be found in the "higher Classes of an
English School" (p. 207)., Thus what sounded mervelous turned out %o bé
not so marvelous after all; Burman was remarkable, but not that remarke
able, In this biography are almost none of the fact-to=generalization:
constructions that mark the others as Johnson's, possibly because the
life of Burman offered few facts involving the choice or decision on
his parts. At nineteen he earned & doctor of laws degree, and his response
inspired this generalization:

The Attainment of this Honour, was far from having upon Bur-
man that Effect which has been %oo oftsn observed to be proe
duced in others, who, having in their own Opinion no higher
Object of Ambition, have relapsed into Idleness and Security,
and spent the Rest of their Lives in a lazy Znjoyuent of
their Academical Dignities,
(p. 207)
In Burmen's 1ife as in his own, Johnson discovered the reluctance of the
public to reward scholarship: 4the University of Leideh offered him

three professorships, which he at last accepted, "finding the solicita~-

tions from Leiden were warm end urgent, and his Friends at Utrecht, though
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unwilling to be deprived of him, yet not zealous enough for the Honour
and Advantage of their Uhiveraity, to endsavour to detain him by
greater Liberality" (p. 208).

Thus Johnson wight have had a personal sympathy with Burmen, but
vhether the sympathy was also intellcétual cannot be discovered from
the life in the Magszine, for, although many of Burman's works are
zentioned by name, there is no intiration of what he thought, Refere
ences to his works tell no wore than that he

showed, by the Usefulness and Perséecuity of his Lectures,

that he wes not confined to speculative KNotions on /The

duty and of'fice of a professor of polite literaturé7, having

& very happy Method of accommodating his Instructions to

the different Abilities and Atiainments of his Pupils,

(P 209)

With no substentiation, the reader is told that Burman's knowledge
"appears rather from judicious Compilations than original Productions"
(p. 209). Johnson way have read some of his prose, in order to give a
judgment on his style as "lively and masculine" (p, 209), but of how he
used that style he told nbthing, beyond listing at the end five classi=-
cal works Burmen edited, ZSvidently wiat Burmen thought was not so ime
portant as his finding and publishirg works which had ~ lain "neglected
by the greatest Part of the learned Vorld" (p. 209).

Johnson honored Burman not only for éhat work buit aleso for his
piety, recording that he bore a "tormenting disease" without "unbecoming
or irrational Despondency," seeking comfort in the ﬁﬁties of ﬁeligion"
(pe 209)s There had been duestions abQut his religion, which Johason

said were removed by his behavior during his illness, The description

of his character might equally vwell apply to the author:
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In his Hours of Relexation he was gay, 2nd sonetimes gave

Way so far %o his Teuper, natvrally satirical, that he drew
upon himself the I11-Will of those who had been unfortunately
the Subjecis of his iirth; but Inewies so provoked he thought
it beneath hin %o rezerd or to pacify; for he was fiery, but
no%t malicious, disdained dissiwmulation, and in his gay or
serious Fours preserved & settled Detestation of Falshood,

(pe 209)

Still, the sympathy with Buruan was not so great as that with Boerhaave,

Confucius

4 DESCRIPTION of the ENPIRE of CHIIA and Chinese Tartar,
together with the Kingdoms of Xoreaand Tibet, translatced
from the French of J.R3. Du Halde, Jesuit, . « + Printed for
E, Cave,

oM, 1742, p. 280)

The "Essay on the Description of China of Du Halde," appearing in

the June, July, and Septeuber issues of the 1742 Gentleran's Macazine

was en advertisement for the two~volume translation that Zdward Cave
hed been printing serially for six years.18* Boswell attributed all
three parts to Johnson on the basis of internal evidence (Life, I, 17);

David Nichol Smith believed the June section was Jolmson's but not the

20

other two;19 Edward A. Bloom”™  and Jacob Leed agree with Boswsell on

the basis of textual similarities to his ot her biographies; too, the
inclusion of the life of Confucius in the July part . is consistent with
Johnson's preferences.21

The purpose of the extracts, of course, was %o atiract notice to

*The British Museum Catalozue does not include an edition by Cave,
It does list the Descriotion Georranhique, Historiaque, Chronoloszique
et Physique de 1'cnire de la Chine et de la Tartarie Cninoiss published
in Peris in 1755 (second edition, 1750) @nd &he four=voivme nicherd .
Erookes translation pubdlished in London in 17%36. The University of
Oklahowa has the third edition of the Brookes translation, published
by J. Watis in 1741,
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the booka Cave was frying to sell; hence the extracter should have
chosen the most interesting and dramatic parts., But in the part to be
extractod for the July issue, he discovered the life of Confucius and

2

ceased his "sketchy running account"2 in favor of a summary of the
life of thé sage, Any man's life would probably have attracted John=
son's attention, but Confucius's was one with which he might have
special sympathy,

He was in his Childhood euinently serious and thoughte
ful, negligent of Trifles and without any Regard to the
common Azusements of that Age; at fifteen he applied himself
to the Study of the ancient Books, and to the Collection of
such Maxims end Principles as uight most contribute to the

Establishment and Propagation of Virtue, an ' Euployment which
was very little interrupted by Domestick Cares, tho! he mar-

ried at the Age of nineleen,

(6, 1742, p. 354)
Such indusiry and single~mindedness Jommson would have admired, as he
would Confucius's resistance to the temptations of sex, On one occasion
his maxius had produced go great a change in the kingdom of Shean tong
thet & neighboring king resolved %to undermine the good wrought by
tenpting the court with a "great number" of beautiful maidens who dis=-
tracted the governors with their airs and arts, Confucius alowe of the
. governnent was unaffected by "so fatal a Gontagion; a Contagion against
- which the Preservatives of Philosophy have bsen often found of very
little EZffect" (mv 354=55). Leaving that kingdom, Confucius found no
court receptive o his services and was reduced to poverty, about which
he did not complain, reasoning that he saw "'a Dignity or Wealth unjustly
acquired, as Clouds driven by the Wind,'" Johnson: "This Constancy
cannot raise our Admiration after his former Conquests of himself for

how easily he way supporit Pain, who has been able to resist Pleasure"
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(ps 355). Confucius's indifferoncs %o fluctutations of fortune at-
tracted Johnson's attentim if not his imitation, Like Johnson, ho
was a creature of contrasts,

Confucius, say his Disciples, had three Cortrmrieties
in his Cheracter, which scarcely any other man has known
how to reconcile, He bhad 2ll the Graces of Politeness with
all the Awefulness of Gravity; uncommon Severity of Coun-

tenance, with great Benignity of Temper; and the most
exalted Dignity, with the most engaging Modesty in his Air.

(p. 556)
Bertrand Bronson could have said the same, except for the last phrase,

in Johnson Aconistes,

The form of the life of Confucius - follows closely that of the
Du Halde book, which is like that of the othef biographies:s birth end
fenily, life and works, death and character, with the addition of para=-
graph=long swmwaries of three of his works, It is different from John~
son's previous biogrephies in the number of direct quotet ions and the
inclusion of two anecdoies, all from Du Halde., Besides the quotation
on his indigence quoted above are his deathbed statement on the moral
disintegration of the Chinese empire and an anecdote illustrating his
stoici ;s When a Mandarin of war ordered his executim for criticizing
his conduct, Confucius, despite the advice to run in the face of the
‘raised sword, only answered, "If we are protected by Heaven /[Tyen/,
what have we %o fear from this Man, though he be President of the Tri-
bunal of the Army?" (p. 255). Confucius's disregard for temporal life
probably went further than Johnson's although the latter would probably
have aduired the sentiwment,

Most of the changes Johnson made for the GM "Essay" were condensae-

tions of rambling paragraphs and ouissim s of trivial facts; he even
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altered the quotations frow Confucius to make them more aphoristic, 1In
the magazine article, only the Christian date of the sage's birth is
given, not the Chinese dating or dynasty, and the classes of his dis=~
ciples are omitted. Of the farmily, Du Halde supplled someihing of the
mother's ancestry and of Confucius's son and grandson; Johnson gave
only the facts apparently most significant to him, that the father was
of an "Illustrious Family" and died, leaving little, when his son was
three (p. 354). The three peragraphs that summarize his works in the
article were taken from Du Halde's eighieen pages,2§ The differences
between Confucius's statements in the book and the extract is tiat the
latter's are rore concise; for instance, in the Brookes translation
Confucius's reasponse to the Mandarin is, "If the Tien, replied he, pro-
tects us, of vwhich he has jusi given us & sensible preof, how can the
rage of Huen ti do us any hurt, notwithstanding he is President of the
Tribuaal of the Army?“zg I have not discovered whether Johnson's vere
gion is his own or comes from a translation other than Brookes's; it is
certainly less clumsy.

Johnson added aleo itwo editorial comments and shifted one quota-
tion from the discussion of the works %o the biography. In the accownt
of the rival monarch's sending lovely maidens %o distract the other
court, he called the scheme "Means which ha ve seldom failed of Success,
and by which the greatesi Noﬁarchs have been destroyed, when neither
Policy could circumvent, nor Armies oppose them (p. 355)s Both the
sense and the expression are Joimsonian; neither occurs in the Brookes
version, Even more typical of him is the detection of incompleteness

in the anecdots of the iandarin who had sentenced Confucius to death:



150
Vie are not informed whether he escaped this Danger by

the Veneration which his Intrepidiiy produced in the Offi-

cer, or by the Interposition of others, . . or whether the

Mandarin designed in reality only to try whether his Princi-

ples vere sufficlent to support hiu under irmediate Danger,

T (ppe 355-56)
The last possibility, after weighing of the evidence, is most likely
to Johnson, Du Halde ignorga the inconsistency between the raised
sword of the executioner and the fact %that Confucius was to die peace~
fully in bed at seventy-three, Johnson, on the other hend, admiits the
lack of information, suggesta otlher possibilities, and chooses for the
reader the most likely,

The approxiuately twenty-three hundred words on Confucius ended
the July extract, and no more was said of him in September. The biog~-
raphy was preceded by an account of the method of educating Chinese
children and an allusion to the degrees and honors conferred on the

Chinese learned, of wiom Confucius certainly was one; therefore "It

cannot be improper to give an Account of his Life" (p. 354),

Dr, Thomas Sydenham
Johnson's "The Life of Dr, Sydenhen" was published first as part

of John Swan's édition of The Entire Yorks of Dr Thomas Sydenham, newly

made English from the Originals," Jacob Leed maintains that because
that work preceded the Deceuber 1742 publication of the life in the

Gentleman's Mazazine (iﬁ was advertised as "published this day" in the

Daily Advertiser of 19 November 1642), the magazine ppbliéation wag not

meant to publicize the Swan work,25 though 1t seems to me that the maga-

zine life might be just as effective an advertisement after publication
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of the Works as before. The 1ifs was republished in four more editions
of Swan's work (1749, 1753, 1767, and 1759), George Wallis's edition in
1788 (all in London), and two Benjemin Rush editions in Philadelphia in
1790 and 185,26

Lack of reliable information hampered Johnson in the writiné of
this 1life, for most of the approximately twenty-five hundred words
refute rumors rather than supply hard facts, Zven the exact birth date
was not known; only that he was born in 1824, The only source cited is
public registers, the kind of source that cou;d tell him that his sube-
ject entered Oxford in 1642 and obtained his degree in physick in 1648,
Sydenham's own writings must have been consulted also=="for he informs
us himself, that he was withheld from the unkersity by the commencement
of the war"e=but Johnson did not know what he did during "that long
Series of publick Comwotion," To Johnson it wes "reported" that he
fought on the king's side (Gh, 1742, p. 633), but in truth he was a
cavalry captain for Cromwell.a8 No incidents can be supplied 4o sub=
stantiate the character of Sydenham offered at the end of the biography,
to the effect ithat he was benevoleni, candiﬂ, and coumunicative, sin~
. cere, and religious (p. 635), and the list is somewhai trite, excluding
es it does eny unpleasant characterization,.

The greater part of the "Life" is Jomson's refutation of error
of fact and misinterpretation of agtion. "It is the general Opinion
that he was made a Physician by Accident aﬁd Yecesalty, and Sir Richard
Blackmore reports in plain Terms ., , . that he engaged in Practice
without any preparatory Study" (p. 633), he reported, but the truth is

that a Dr, Cox was treating Sydenham's btrother in 1646 and recommended
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to him his profession. Since medical knowledge is required for iie
degres of doctor of physic. he received in 1648, it can be assuwed
that he spent those two years in study., Too, Sydenhaimn went after
Oxford to the University at Montpellier, to study furiher at the "most
celebrated School of Physick" (pp. 635-24). Blackmore also said in

the preface to his Troatise on the Small Pox that he asked Sydenham %o

recomuend books to read to prepare himself for medicine and was told,
Don Cuixote. Blackmore evidently believed Sydenham meant to condemn
all medical texts, but Johnson preferred to re~interpret the remark;
Sydenham could not, he reasonsd, have believed medical writing was
useless, for he himself had written,

That he recomsended Don Quixote to Blackmore we are not
allowed %o doubt; but the Relater is hindered by that Self=
love which dazzles all Markind frou discovering that he might
intend a Satire very different from a general Censure of all
the encient and modern Writers on medicine, since he might
perhaps mesn, either seriously, or in jest, to insinuate
that RBleciwore was not adapied by Nature to the Study of
Phyeick, and that, whether he should read Cervantes or Hip=
pocrates, he would be equally unqualified for Practice, and
equally unsuccessful in it,

(po 633)

Anotlrer "common opinion" Johnson srught to scotch was that Sydenham com=

posed his works in English snd had them translated into Latin by a
friend, Dr,. Mapletoft; he rewinded his readers "how unlikely it is thnt
any man should engage in a work so laborious and so liitle necessary,
only to advance %the reputation of another;" therefore it is more likely
tha{ Sydenham did his own Latin composing, Why should euch rumors,
both mallcious and illogical, be spread about a man of ability? Huwman
nature, eccording to Johnson, was the ansver,

But if it be, on the other Part, remembered, how much
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this Opinion favours the Laziness of sows, and tle Pride of
otners; how readily some len confide in natursl Sagacity,
and how willingly most would spare themselves the Labour of
accurate Reading and tediar s Enquiry; it will be easily dis=-
covered how wuch the Interest of lMultitudes: was engéged in
the Produciion and continuance of this Opinion, end hovw
cheaply those, of whoz it was known that they practiiced
physick before they studied it, wight satisfy themselves
end others with the Example of the illustrious Sydenhan,
(p. G34)
Thus one use of Sydenham's biography would be to remove the excuse
offered by txe proud, timorous, and idle and %o prove to them "that:
the only lMeans of arriving at Eminence and Success:are Labour and
Study." Thus Johmnson used logic, common sense, and his knowledge of
human nature based on experience to disprove several common misconcep=
tions about his subject and to clear his name of wud applied by the
inept and jeslous,

The same technique is used in the first paragraph in reference to
the lack of information about whether Sydenheam "gave any presages of
his future Eminence in Medicine" (p. 633). The biographer and reader
wust repress their curiosity about possible childish omens of his adult
abilities, but Jolmson did not doubt that such omens existed, Generalw
izing on the basis of experience, he wrote that "there is no instance
of any Man, whose History has been minutely relatsd, that did not in
every Part of Life discover the same Proportion of intellectual Vigour"
(pe 633). Unforiunstely, he added, it wes the fale of scientists to
leave behind ™o Remembrance of their domestick Life," indicating that
if such were available, they would be proper materiai for the blographer,

Thus, beyond the quibble with Blackmore,ﬁthere are no anecdotes in this

life and no' quotations frow the subject, aside from one frou his work,
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to the effect that "he applied himself in earnest to the [study of
physick/ and spent several years in the university" (p. 634).

The pricary source of the life of Sydenham, despite Leed, was to
attract notice to Cave's edition of his works, bui Johnson used 1%
also as an act of justice, tho reasoning away of doubis as to Sydenw
hem's education and eabilities, It served also to commemorate a major
English physician, whose works were.translated aﬁd published in Geneva,
Auws terdam, and Madrid-and in whose honor the Sydenham Society was named
in the nineteenth century.28 However, if Dryden is right in saying
a lively impression conduces %o teaching of virtue, no virtue will be

inculcated by this life despite Sydenhau's worthy attributes,

Nicholas Rienzy
"The Life of Nicholas Rienzy" is an exemplum demonstrating the

misdeeds, disgrace, and death of a Rensissance Italian politician who,
governed by awbition and avarice, misused his intelligence and charm,
The author?s attitude toward his subject is indicated in the divisions
nentioned in the "Contents" for Jamary' 1746: YLife of Nicholas
Riené » senator of Rowe under Clement VI , . o His seditious harangues
to the populace of Rome . . o The pompous manner in which he creates
himself a knight" (GM, 1746, p. 2). No other biography in the EEEElﬁ?

man's Magezine of the 1740's was so blatantly wmeant to instruch; be=

cause of the confident tons, heavy use of incident and direct quotation,
and rapid pace, no other so well holds the reeder's attention,
The theme of the blozraphy is the tragedy of the perversion of

great natural abilities to selfish ends, and the reader iz never allowed
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to forget it, 1o detail is supplied that does not contribute to the
impression that Rienzy could have been a benevolent, werciful, and
constructive ruler but wanted only power; thus nothing is said of his
birth, femily, or education, The first sentences epitomize his charac-
ter, so that no mistake will be cade about hims
NICHOLAS RIENZY, whou the discrders of Italy encouraged

to exalt hiumeelf froum the lowest state to sovereign authori-

iy, vas endued with a quick apprehension, a lofty and enter-

prizing genius, an excellent memory, a subtle and judicious

understanding, an eagy address, a heeart capable of falshood

and dissimnlation, and a boundless ambition,.

(G, 1746, p. 3)

Without those strengths he would not have risen twice %o rule Roue;
without those failings, he would have been a good ruler,

The biography begins rather thaﬁ ends with Rienzy's character and
takes up his life in 1372 (actually 1343, according to three modern
sourcesz9), when he was sent by Rome to attempt to persuade the pope
to return frowm Avignon, A secondary theme of the article is anti~Catho=
licisk, or the potential in the Catholic hierarchy for corruption. The
pope was at that tiwe "squandering in pomp and pleasure %the revenues
sent him by his vicérs at Rome. « o Who greatly oppressed the people"
(po 3)» The pope refused to come and Rienzy Pell briefly into disfavor,
But, "a3 men of learning were then in some esteer auwong the great," he
ingratiated himself with a cardinal and attached himself to a legate
returning %o Rome, "resolved to employ the pope's favours to gain his
own ends" (p. 4). Vhen Rienzy usurped the power of the governor (on
the latter's absence from Rome), he had the pope's vicar named his col=

leazue in "commission from the people" to take over

for, while Rienzy aimed at no less than %to desiroy the ponti=-
fical autiprity, he pretended the greatest respect and
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fidelity to his Holiness, and to act in hia(name.
P. 5)

All his hypoorisy, however, did not save him from being accused of
treason (after threatening to exscute a member of the nobility), and
he was forced again to court the favor of the pope at Avignon, His
eloquence prevailed and his life was spared, though he remained a
prisoner until, by a stroke of fortune, the pope decided to use hin
to put down another rebel in Rome, one who had taken Rienzy far hls
model. Again Rienzy took power, but again his extravagance aroused
the anger of the people, and thia time he was murdered by a mob,
The life of a man shrewd enough to twlce take suprems power in
Rome and foolish enough twice to lose it doubtless held meny lessona
for politicians, His possible strengths and devious methods are summed
up in the second paragraphs
His person was majestic, and he was a strict observer
of the laws, By this he gained the esteem end love of the
people. He had even the hypocrisy to meke religion subsere
vient to his views, by pretending visions and revelations
in hia favour, He was so bold as to boast of his supporte
ing the papal authority, while hs secretly endeavoured to
undermine it, 1Insolent in prosperity, yet discouraged at

the least misfortune, ti11 his judgment recover'd itself,
and taught him the moét desperate ways to rise again,

(pe 3)
Hypocrisy, boldness, and cunning l1ifted him and desiroyed him, His

method was that of demagogues before and after hims pretense at concern
for the welfars of the people and apparent willingness to work for
their relief, When a speech in a public assembdly drew to him only

the ridiculs of the authorities, he resorted to art, having pictures
hung in various public places, to dopict the past glorles and present

unhappiness of the city of Rome, succeeding in arousing factional spirit



157
among the poor againat the rich, After forcing the support of
several merchants, he walted until the governor was gone and then
marched from the clurch of the Holy Masses to thecapitol, under three
standerds: one with emblematic figures, one with plctures of the
saints Peter and Paul, and the last the standard of St. Geérgo. The
nobility was pr ut down and Rienzy was master of Rome, at first a good
one, eliminating abuses, punishing criminals, capturing highwaymen’.
and pagsing laws promoting peace, commerce, and justice. The Romans
loved him and neighboring princes sought his recognition and favor,
But his character was not}atrong enough for success,
The Qiedcm of Rienzy was not proof agalnst this audden‘
flow of honours and proaperity. Vanity, the love of pleas-

ures, avarice,and cruelty, threw him by turns into extrava=-
gancles, which brought on a sirange turn of fortune,

(pe 5)

Especially resented were thoe expensive and ostentatioms ceremonies,
described in detall, in which Rienzy had himself invested as a knight,
and his schemd to put to death some of the nobility. That plan was
scuttled when he became aware of the people's resentument, but his pre=
tended clemesncy did not fool them, and he was forced 4o leave Rome, On
his return, after making up with the pope, his conduct did not improve,
"Prosperity was a second time pleased to smile on Rienzy, who knew not
how to use her well® (p. 66). After his murder, his btody remained
three days on a gibﬁet, then was burned, Leat the point be missed by
the casual reader or prospective politiciaﬁ, the biography closes not
with another "character,” but with these moralistic sentimentas

’ Thus we Behold in this man a remarkable instance of

the infatuation of prosperity! The turns of his life are
surprising, and had he used his last good fortune with
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moderation, he might have escaped his fate, But as he
twice fell, he remains a stronger proof of that maxim,
Quos Deus vult perdere, prius dementat: and shews, that
the highest professions of zeal for the establishment of
right and justice, when they rise only from ambition,
introduce cruelty and confusion, and terminate in the dig-
appointment and destruction of the deluded people,

(p. 67)

No source or inspiration for the four=thousand-vword life of

Rienzy 1s mentioned in the text.* Had it occurred earlier in the
century, it might have referred to Robert Walpole; later, it might

have referred to John Wilkes, But it is unlikely that the Pelhams, in
power in 1746, were feared as demagogues. The anti-Catholic sentiment
was probably buttressed, if not inspired, by the fears aroumsed in 1745

by the aborted rebellion led by the Young Pretender from Scotland,

Four Scot Rebela

Donald Mac Donald, James Nicholson, and Walter Ogilvie were
banged 22 August 1746, and the Genileman's Magazine for that month, pube
lished in the first week of September, carried brief accounts of their
lives and deaths, totaling some two thousand words, The theme of the
three lives is the folly of rebelling against “the present happy estabe,
lishment" (GM, 1746, p. 401), and the source was, judging by internal
evidence, their appearances in court and accounts from observers of
their prison activities; for those two reasons, concentration in the
biographies is on thelir actions in the Forty-five, Youth and education
are ignored,

These blographies are mors like news reports than any of the

*However, the account of Rienzy's attempted escape in disguise and

his murder ds~ very close to that quoted by Cotterill, which is from a
Vita of Risnzy written by an anonymous contemporary (pp. 48«~49).
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previous ones are, for there is very little generalization, summary,
or comment on their milieus, And their ends indicate their characters,
The pace is rapid; there is no headnote to the article, which begins
with this sentence, if not rhetorical, certainly breath=takings

DONALD MAC DONALD, aged 25, born near Inverness, was of
the Mac Donalds of Keppoch, a clan remarkable for encourage
ing reboilions, and was one of the first that, with his uncle,
old Mac Donald, joined the young Pretender; for which reason
he carees'd them very much, and made his uncle a colonel, and
him:a captain, though he kmew little of military discipline;
but his uncle, who was an experienced warrior, and in the
last rebellion, soon taught him the use of arms, threatening
to shoot him if he did not perform his exercise juastly, and
like an off'icer, as it would bring a very great disgrace on

tho family,. (po 400)
p. 400

The pace and organization are simllar for the other two livess birth,
names ofparents, accounting for joining the rebel army, participation
in the rebsllion, and behavior during imprisonment. The author wasa
clearly most aympathetic with Nicholson. The other two were sullen

and rude, but he "always behaved with great composure and decency" and
was visited daily‘by his "beautiful, tender, affectionate, and virtuous
wife," by whom he had six children, and who wept at every meeting
though never "upbraided him with his 11l conduct."

A8 it is impossible to describe the affecting distross,
which filled every eye with tears at the last parting of
this unhappy couple, we shall leave it intirely to the
reader's imagination,

Pogsibly the author was an eye=witness to that parting; as he apparently
was to the court appearances, The accownt of Mac Domald's military

career is punctuated with "ho said" and "he mamed" and "he thought,"®

indicating that his testimony was baing éuoted. ﬁirect quotation 1s
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used in the description of his being brought totle bar; he was asked
whether his name was Donald Mac Doneld, and he answered, “I can't tell
my name; I don't know that I was ever christen'd" and he left the bar
"in a sullen insolent manner® (p, 400). Information was also obtained
from someone who observed hiﬁ in prison: "While 4in prison he often
was ludicrous with his fetters, and said, e they were knocked off,
and a pair of bag-pipes were in the gaole o o «'" Nicholson too is
quoted as hoping he would mest his death prayarfﬁlly end as saying he
was 'dazzléd" by the prospects of the rebsllion, The only quotation
from Ogilvie is indirect, that he believed in the righteousness of the
rebesl cause,

.Despite 8ympathy for Nicholson, the author's aititude is clearly
anti=Jacobite, judging by the snide or derogatory allusions to the
cause, Mac Donald is quoted as saying that the actions of the rebels
at Perth were even to him "so cruel and brutish, that is often shocked
hin" (p. 400); later, in jéil, he eriticized the French king, "who he
said was notto be depended on by prince or subject® (p, 401). The
wiles the rebels used to lure innocents to their cause were ilustrated
in the case of Nicholson, a coffee~house keeper who haa his principles
"poisoned” by a Captain Gadd, who charmed him with "chimerical notions
of the hoﬁour he would acquire by re-seating an exiied prince upon his
throne® (p. 401). Similarly, Ogilvie, although of “creditable parents,®
kept c&mpany with rebels and "imbibed their principies,"‘ Each of the |
three mon, it seemed, was draﬁn to the cause by relativés or friends,
not be individual study of politics or consideration of the conaequences'

they were good, brave men, but foolish and careleas of their duty to
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the English king. Therefore they must be punished,

Alrost a fifth of the article is devoted to their executions,
before which they "continued stedfast in the principlea which had
ruin'd them, to the last" (p. 402), It is describéd, as by an eye=
witness, how a peraon "suspected to be a popish priest" went to the
jail and talked privately with Mac Dormld and Nicholson, On the
sledge which was to be pulled out from under them, Ogilvie read a
Protestant prayer. "Mac Donald and Ogilvie dy'd very hard, being

young men." The three were disembowslled, decapitated, and buried in

one grave in Bloomsbury, The details in the last scene are doubtless

by a witness to the deaths, possibly a staff member of the Gentleman's
Magazine .

Some slements of asympathy for the men can be detected, but none
occurs in the "Account of the Behaviour and Execution of the late Ld
LOVAT, and some further particularas of his Lif'e, published in April
1747, a few weeks after his death, Lovat's character, or lack of it,
was summed up in a speech at Edinburgh in 1706 by Lord Baltimore, who
said the then Simon Fraser "'deserved, if practicable,to have been
hanged five several times, in five differént places, and upon five
different accounts at least,'" Besides treason, he namod attempted
murder, apostasy, and rape (GM, 1747, p. 159). A previous article on
Lovat had said he seized the Lady Dowager Lovat, had a élergyman
marry them without her consent, stripped off her clothes with a dirk,
and raped hor (GM,1746, p. 325)s A "character" of hin appeared in
July 1746, to the effect that he was "a cruel master, ;n imperious

husband, a tyrannical parent, a treacherous friend, and an arbitrayy
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chief,” a character that is disputed in a footnote citing the loyalty
of his famlly and friends (p. 339). In general, however, there was
strong feeling against Lovat; a letter he wrote asking mercy of the

Duke of Cumberland was published in the July 1746 Gentleman' s Magazine

but mocked by being turned into six quatrains in the same issue (p., 381).
An "answer," also in verse, refusing Lovat his life, was published in
September (p. 491),

More than half the “biography" concerns Lovat's execution, and the
account of it rates a subhead in the articles YBEHAVIOUR on the Day of
his EXECUTION." The source of this sectim must have been an aye=wite
ness, for there are such detaila as his hour of rising, his breakfass,
and drinking of healtha, and request to see his lady (who was too much
overcome), Lovat kneeled and prayed on the scaffolidl, gave orders as to
the dispoasition of his clothes and body, drank some burnt brandy and
bittera, and gave the executioner ten guineas, The old man became ate
tractive at the time of his death, and his words werse touching:

God save us , . « why s8hould there be such a bustle about
taking off an old grey head, that cannot get up three steps
vithout three bodies to support it o o o . /and to a friend/
Chear up thy heart, man, I am not afraid, why should you?
/and to James Fraaer7 My dear Jsmes, I am going to heaven,
but you must continue to crawl a 1ittle longer in this evil
world,
(GM, 1747, pp. 161=62)
Placing his head on the block, he said a short prayer and dropped his
handkerchief as a signal to the executioner, who severed his head with
one blow,
Even the anti=rebel writer of the biography is almost won over by

the manner of Lovat's death, but he and his readers are not to be

fooled, The decency and dignity with which Lovat died do not nullify
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the wickedness with which he 1lived, but render him

yet more odious and contemptible, aa such a conduct can pro-
ceed only from insclence, ignorance, or insensibility. Let
us not, therefore, be deceived by specious appearances, or
dazzled with & false lustres Let us not judge of the man or
the cause in which he diea by the manner of his dying; but
rather censure, or approve, his dying behaviour, by comparing
it with the general tenor of his life, and then only yleld
our approbation to the appesarances of fortitude, serenity and
chearfulness, when his moral conduct seems to afford him such
a prospect of etermnity « o » 28 18 consistent with knowledge,
reason, and humility.

(Po 162)

Lovat died well, but he must be judged by his life,

The tenor of the Gentleman's Magazine lives and deaths of these

four rebela is a regretful sterrnness, They made wrong cholices and had
to pay for them, Had “they chosen otherwise, their talents could have
been turned to good use by their country, but they chose to follow one
who wished to overthrow the English government, and they could ndk be

forgiven,

Edmmd Halley
“The Elogy of Dr Halley" was, like the life of Morin Jolmson transe
lated in 1741, taken from Bernard de Fontehelle's lives, or elogies, of
members of the French Royal Academy, (Beasides the Eloges, 1731, sixty=

nine more lives were published in the Histolre du Renouvellement de -

1'Academie Royale des Sciences, Paris, 1744,) It is, however, much

longer than the account of Morin, about six thousand words divided into
two installments published as the lead articles in Occ tober and November
1747, The first was signed "By M, FONTENELLE of the ROYAL ACADEMY OF
SCIENCES at Paris.," No translator's or editor's name is given.

Ostensible purpose of the article was to give a summaryof Halley!s
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~ astronomical knowledge, but an underlying theme was praise of all kinds
of scientific study and of princes who patronize it, Before a proper
biography of Halley could begin, Fontenelle believed, several hundred
words had to go to the status of astronomy in England, Holland, France,
and Prussia at the time; he began his work about 1676, Each of the
other countries had one scholar named; France had seven, Fontenelle's
chauvinism was further revealed by his reference to contemporary study
by the French: "Learned expeditions! remewed in our days, under a
reign not less auspicious to the sciences and polite literature, than
that of Louis the Great" (GM, 1747, pe 456)e But any king who sup~-
ported study was worthy of praiss, A comparison of King Charles II to
Augustus was implied In the reference to two English government figures,
the secretary of state and the master of the ordnance, who helped pay
for Halley's veyage to St, Helena, as his "Mecenas's in the court of
of K, Charles II," Halley named a constellation for the Oak that hid
Charles from Cromwell, thus recording "his gratitude in those very
skies, which the patronage and libsrality of that prince enabled him
to discover," and, in reference to England's sending as astronomer %o.
Surat to see a transit of Mercury across the suns "The honour resulte
ing to a nation, in which instances of a like curiosity, satiefied at
a equal expense, are frequent, is universally acknowledged® (p. 456).
Fontenelle's praise was non-politiocals William III also won his
approbation for giving Halley command of a man of war to sail to the
South Atlantic and "fix ths laws of the megnetic variation in those
parts® (p. 503), Not only patrons, royal and goverrmental, had to be

won to tle necessity of celeatial study, but also the general public,
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Like the authors of articles about space travel, Fontenelle and the

Gentleman's Vagazine emphasized the practical benefit of knowledge of

the stars, For instance, Halley's study of the irregularities of the
magnetic needle at various places on the globs resulted in the dis-
covery of a pattern of irregularities that would enable a mariner to
establish his longitude, The pralse for rich supporters of research
and assurance that they would mot be forgotten, and emphasis on the
practicality of earth and sky study accorded well with the intereats
and bias of the Gentleman's Marazine editors, who in 1742, 1743, 1744,

and 1745 had published a series of letters from R, Yates, Edmund
Weaver, W.T,.,, and X,Y. on theories of cométs and the moon's eclipses,
The form of Halley's life was as consistent with prévious lives
as the sentences of Fontenelle were with the attitude of the magazine,
The birth end education section is followed by the account of astrono=
my "in order to set a just value on Mr Halley's improvements of this
science® (p. 455), but the latter is the only digression from a recital
of his travels, researches, posts, writings, and character., The only
source mentioned (besides the implied use of Halley's writings) is a
memoir by Martin Folkes, president of the Royal Societ& of London from
1741 to 1753 and successor of Halley in the French Royal Academy, The
account of his peaceful death-="by the gentie course of uninterrupted
nature he ceased to live" (p. 505)~=is followed by a summaryof his
observations and deductions, publications, translations, and character,
although the qualities of the latter had been alluded to previously.
For instance, he knew the distance of the sun from the earth could be

determined nearly on 5 Juns 1761, during a passege of Venus over the
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sun, and he urged "in the most pathetic terms, all astronomers who
shall b then alive" to be prepared to study such an important occure
rence, "Ho indulged no flattering hope of being himself witness to
this appearance, but he was no, on that account, less solicitous about
the event, or negligent of any thing which might contribute to its
success" (p. 456).

His unselfishness is indicated by his urging Sir Isaac Newton to

publish his Mathematical Principnles of Natural Philosophy and offering

to prepare it for the press, thus spending his time in the aggrandizee
ment of another's reputation, The fact that during a two=year voyage
during which he crossed the Equator four times, not one man was lost
from his ship, 1s attributed to his "compassionate care, and that
humane disposition, which principally distinguished his character®

(pe 504)., Even in the summary, his qualities were not named without
substantiation, His ease in soclety is illustrated by his charming
Peter the Great on & visit in England, his responsibility by his work
as controller of the mint at Cheater, his generosity by his writing a
private letter to a man who published an erroneous calculation in
physics rather than correcting him publicly., Because of these and
other illustrations, the character section of the article is almest a
thousand vwords long.

Personal asnecdotes and life are at a minimum in the life., The
only incident not told as revelatory of his character deals with Hal=
ley's meeting with Helvelius at Dantzic in 167931 "The two astronomers
made their observations together the same night, as persons who had

been long intimate with each other, and with that common country which
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was the object of the mutuel attention (p. 457)., A paragraph is given
Halley's marriage (but in the same parasgraph'we find him again travers=
ing the seas"), and another to the fates of his son and two daughters
(ps 507)e Although they Qere contemporaries, there is no evidence in
the blography that Halley and Fontenelle met,

To Fontenelle it was the progress of science more than the man
that was important; Halloy'a.character may have made him a better scie
entist, but his domestic 1ife was irrelevant, The life of Halley is a
good exemple of what an editor said of Fontenelle's elogies, thgt "ils
ne sont rien de moina gue 1'histoire d'une epoque incomparablement

importente de la civilisation,"°

Georgé Fleming
The 1ife of George Fleming, Lord Bishop of Carlisle, is not so
much & "Character," as the title has it, as it is a eulogy apparently
contributed by a family member, clerical hanger-on, or effusive parishe
ioner, The bishop died 2 July 1747, and his 1life appeared in the

Gentleman's Magazine of that month, Although the pattern is conwen~

tional, the parts are proportioned differently from the other lives:
of the fifteen hundred words, about two hundred are devoted to Fleming's
family (back to the Norman Canﬁeat), and about five hundred to his
character, The rest is divided almost equally between his education
and posts and his dédcline and pious death,

The theme of the life is Fleming's familial, ecclesiastical, and
political orthodoxy; here is a man who lived ms a gentleman of the

upper genftry ought to live, His father Daniel, a knight, dispoaing



168
"of all his Sons in the most advantageous Way he could, consistently
with his Intorest and Ability" (GM, 1747, pp. 324=25), intended George,
the fifth of eleven sons, for the clergy, and there is no indication
that he ever disputed his destiny., Af'ter Oxford , George Fleming was
chaplain, vicar, arch-deacon, dean, and bishop of the diocese of Care
1isle, His character is intimated by his father's boast that "not one
of his Progenitors had, since A?he Norman Oonqueq£7, been an Opposer
of the Crown; not one, asince th» Reformation, had been a Papist, nor
a Dissenter, in any Shape, from the Church of. England" (p. 324). Al=
though nothing is specifically said of their polities, the Flemings
were evidently, wisely, on the side of William in 1688, for George's
teachers at Oxford "printed congratulatory Verses on King William's
victorious Return from Ireland" (p. 325)s Or perhmps the Flemings,
like Dryden, changed with the nation.

More important, judging by the space given it, than his 1ife and
promotions was his character, No anecdotes or direct guotations illue=-
trating these qualitiea are given, but the reader is told that Fleming
was modest, affable, neat, cautious, indepéndént, charitable, frugal,
and serene: of temper, Although the information on his family had
been given in a rush of one~hundred=word sentences, the desmpription
of his character (placed before that of his death), has several con=-
sciously atyled sentences, including four "A8 . « « 80 o o " and
three "Though + « o Y6t « « +" constructions, For instance, "As he
was not elated with Acquisitions, so wﬁs he not dejected with Losses
o o o" and "Though his Sensations were quick and strong, and his

Temper naturally warm; yet, . « « Reason constantly maintained its
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proper Sway over his Passions® (p., 325), (The reference to his temper
is the only hint of a fault,) The style changed again in the account
of Fleming's "approaching Digsolution® and death, leaning heavily on
jerky phrases punctuated by dashes, With his death,
human Society has lost one of its most valuable Membera,ee=
the Church of Bngland one of its chiefeast Ornaments,-=his
pregent Majesty one of his most firm and faithful Subjects e
8o have his Clergy lost the best Diocesan,=-his Children the
best Father,=-~his Servants the best Master,=--the Poor thelr
best Benefactor,=-and Numbers of Men the beat Friend,e=who
regret his Death, and revere his lemory, .
(pe 526)
In that fulsome sentence: is the first and only mention of Fleming's
family; a wife is never mentioned.,

The Fleming blography, with its emphasis on character and dying
day, 1s closer %to an obituary than the other lives publshed soon after
the subjects! deaths, The lives of Boerhaave, Burman, and Barretier
had been presented as though to satlsfy public curiosity about them;
no such curiosity is asswumed here, and the publication of the life of
Fleming must be justified by ewphasis on his exemplaryhabits, The
object was not to give the facts of a man's life=-few more than two
hundred words are devoted to that purpose~=but to pay tribute to him, -
to comremorate him, and to encourage emﬁlation of him,

Nota biography proper, but a "character' inspired by the life of
Flening was a brief article: published the next month in the Gentleman's
Magazine and contributed by "constant reader, J.S," The "character" of
Bishop Hooper 1s just that, with no dates or specific facts, though

taken from the General Dictionary. The headnote provided the only

facts, that Hooper was for tweniyeeight years biahop of the See .of
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Bath end Wells, That he too was presented as an example 18 indicated
in tkat note, which closes, "But I fear, with the satirist, that there

are not now many such" (p. 386),

Thomas de Veil
Sir Thomas de Veil is one of the few subjects of biegraphies in

the Gentleman's Magazine of the 1740's who is today mentioned in

neither the Dictionary of National Biogranhy nor the Encyclopee dia -

Britannica (others are such small fry as the Scot rebsls Nicholson;,
Ogilvie, and Mac Donald.) In the fewer than two thousand words of the
magazine life, no oddities of character or achievements of note demand
the readerb attention, nore-and this is a peculiarity of the biography,
not the man—=is he presented as & model worthy of imitation, implicify: -
or explicitly. Why then does the magazins bother with him? The answer
contains the only allusion to that evere=rising middle class eighteenthw
century historians are so fond of's
As Sir Thomas de Veil passed thro' meny scenes of 1ifs,
and raised himself frem the station of a common soldier, %o
meke & considerable figure, and much noise in the world,
aone account of him will be wanted by your readers,
(E& 1747, p. 562)
The most striking aspect of De Veil's rise in the world (to readers of

eighteenth~.ciontury biographies) is that it was accomplis hed not by
virtue end merit, but by exercise of what are usually flaws; that fact
was not glossed over by the anonymous author of the 11f6, but pointed
outs
Upon the whole, he seems %o have been a remarkable
instance how far vices themselves may, with respect to the -

public, supply the want of private virtue, If his natural
temper had not been unrelenting and severe, his zeal to
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punish would have been less; and if his desires had been
more temperate, he would probably have wanted sufficient
motives to carry him through a multiplicity of business
so important to soclety.
- (pe 56H4)
That vices or faults are noi always detriments to worldly advancement

must have been known, but this is the firet suggestion of it in the

Gentleman's Magazine biographies,

After the first paragraph, guoted above, the blography is conven=
tional in form, The father was a learned reverend, the mother a "good
02 conomiat, " and "Thomas passed his childhood under strict discipline,
both as to his morals and.learning" (p. 562), His rise from mercer's
apprentice to justice is covered in fewer than four hundred words;
his character and methods were more important, Early in life he met
an obstacles the mercer to whom he was apprenticed falled, and his
father could not afford to pay another fee, so he had to join the army
as & common soldier, After his regiment was disbanded, De Veil's prace
tical abilities=-knowledge of several foreign languages and knack for
drawing up memorials and petitionse=supported him until friends obtained
for him a commission as justice of the peace in 1729, a post he refused
until he had "acquired a perfect knowledge of the nature and power of
that office® (p. 562). The account of his service as a justice and in
the Forty-five is followed by that of his death, mention of his family,
and charactoer,

As an officer of the court De Veil was efficient and honest, not
one of the so=called "trading justices," for he did not consider justice
"meerly as a commodity which he was to vend for money"; the post infected

him with ambition, but that ambition served him by making it necessary
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for him to be a superior justice to satisfy it. He wanted a wolce at
court, "access to the great," power, and profit, all of which he ob=
tained through courage, zeal, diligence, and craft at his job, for
he knew how to improve the slightest circumstance, o con=
found those he examined, %o catch up their unguarded expresge

sions, to piece together broken hints, and compel them to
detect themselves; so that he was rarely deceived,

| (p. 562)
. But he could bs prudent and withdrﬁwing vhen it was necessary., During
an election fracas at Westminater, hls support of persms in power
drew on him popular disapproval, to which he pald 1llttle attention;
when thoa; who could not bear: public disapproval discussed suppressing
public feeling by force, De Veil pretended illness, "which, without
rendering him suspected by his great friends, for disapproving an im-
politic measure, kept him from being involved in its ill consequences"
(ps 563)s During the Forty-five he labored enough for the crown to
obtain for his son an ensign's coﬁmisaion. The account of De Veills
careers suggests absolutely no wrong-doing in office, but rather &
calculated rightedoing, The utile resulting from such an account is
unques tionable in a practical way, but doubtful in an ethical one,
Specific incidents and personal details are few, except for the
naming of several cages in which De Veil demonatrated courage and
sgaiduity. (Two of these had been covered in previous Gentloman's
Magazines, 1740, p. 198, and 1741, p. 441, though without mention of
his neme.,) His death on 7 September 1746 is dealt with in ore para-
graph, and his four wives and twenty=-five children in the next, There
is no evidence that the author of the biography, which appeardd in the

Gentleman's of December 1747, knew De Veil except by reputation, nor
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any mention of the source of his facts,

The character section of the biography is most atriking because
of its bluntness, revealing detail, and pace. It 1s this passage
that suggested to Carlson that Johnson may have been the author of
the life, or part of it:

As to his character, if he had 1little virtue, 1t must
be confessed he had less hypocrisy., He was of an aspiring
temper, and knew how to bustle thro! the world; As he
loved money, magnificence and pleasure in an equal degree,
go he was at once rapacious and profuse,

(p» 555)
His dalliances with women he did not keep to himaelf, but "frequently
made these amours the subject of his discourse, relating them indeed
not directly of himself, but of one of his age" (p. 563). A3 ho grew
older, he became in his dealings petulant, proﬁd, and domineering, but
was ever a good justice, "nover assuming any power of construction®of
the law, Flaw and virtue combined in him to make a good officers
*solicitous to approve himself to his superiors, he was negligent of
popular resentuent” (p. 564)s The account of a mixture of qualities
makes the De Veil biography the most realistic and readable one in the

magazine during the decade,

Earl of Roscommon
.The fevwer than four hundred and fifty words that comprise the

"Life of the Earl of Roscommuon," in the Gentleman's Magazine of May

i748, are wholly factual and without incident or quotation. Although
acknowledged by Johnson (Life, I, 18), the article is "a minor and un=
important sasay,“51 saved only by the some two thousand words in the

footnotes, which offer anecdotes, quotations, verses, and Johnsonian
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criticiem end generalization,

Nothing even so specific as the earl's birth and death dates is
given in the text or notes (he was born about 1633 and died in 1685).
His youth, education, and father's death are covered in two long sen=
tences, the notes to which are more interesting., The text says only
that he was born in Ireland and educated in England, the notes that
despite his place of birth, no collection of English poets' lives is
complete without him, for this reasons

Though every country imagines itself intitled to the reputae=

tion of those who happened to be born in it, this claim may

be sometimes not unreasonably disputed; for that nation has

at least as good a right to the honours paid to literary

merit, which has given masters to him who obtains them, as

that which has given parents,

(GM, 1748, p. 214)

The note to the next sentence supplies an anecdote, taken from Aubrey's
Miscellany, that he cried out at play, "My father is dea d,"® though he
vas:. in‘France and the father in Ireland, By temperament Johnson wasg
inclined to skepticism, and he admitted that Albrey's name did not
much recormend the story; the story ought, however, to bs preserved,
for there are obstacles toth to belisf and to diabelief:

here 1s a relation of a fact given by a man who had no

interest to deceive, and who could notbe deceived himself;
and here 13, on the other hand, & miracle which produces

no effect « « o o
| (pe 214)
No absolute determination of the truth can be made, though.
That was the only use made of Aubrey, and most of the life is
credited to Elljah Fenton's notes on Waller, From them came the fact
that Roescommon fgequently engaged in duels and the incident of his re-

signing his post as captain of the guards to give it to an impoverished
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gentleman who helped him in & fights Of the passion for gambling and
duels, Johnson commented, as quoted on p. 99, that it was the fate of
many men of genius to succeed only in wickednesa (p. 215)s The clause
"here he formed a design of instituting a society for the reformation
of the English language® is elaborated upon in a footnote from Fenton
(mentioning Dryden), which is turn is followed by a paragraph by
Jolnson relating later events of the drive for language reform. ‘

But Johnson did not leen indiscriminately upon Fenton, The bloge
raphy proper lacks a character sketch, but‘its want is supplied by a
footnote in which Johnson criticized Fenton's "character” of Roscommon
a8 "too general to be critically just," Fenton had referred to a |
"richly furnished mind," and Joklmson complained that such a phrase
implied the existence of many volumes from Roscommon®s pen, whereas
the truth was that his writings comprised less than a volume, Fenton
had written that his imagination might have been more "fruitful and
sprightly, if his judgment had been less severe,® which, Johnson wrote,
could have been answered,

by a remarker somewhat inclindd to cavil, by a contrary supe
position, that his judgment would probably have been less
gevere, if his imacination had been more fruitful, It is
ridiculous to oppose judgment and imegination; for it does

not appear that men have necessarily less of one as they
have more of the other,
| (pe 216)

Fenton had failed, however, to give Roscommon enough credit for his
verse, tut Johnson pointed out that he was "perhaps, the only correct
writer in versa before Addison." Also in a footnote, Johnson quoted
Dryden's praise of Roscommon's "Essay on Translated Verse," but called

it %1ittle more than one of those cursory civilities, which one author
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pays to another® (p. 217)s Johnson quoted fifty-five lines of the
| ®ossay," then concluded that the content was neither original nor
unusual and that Roacommon should have been rather praised for his
art than his thought,

' This is a life in which little of the flavor of the mén comes
throughe Although reprinted later in Johnson's Lives, it was hack
work extracted from Aubrey and Fenton, The most Johmsonlien, and
therefore the most interesting, parts ere the comments he made in the
footnotes on Roscommon and on his sources, The scheme of the blograe
phy was that on which the‘magazine had been founded: extraction of
the esaence of an articlp for republication and dlssemination to a

larger audience than the original would have found,

Michael de Ruyter
The four-part biography of Michael de Ruyter, vice-admiralegeneral
of Holland, was the longeat life the Gentleman's Magazine had published

since that of Drake in 1741, rumning more than eleven thousand words,
divided approximately equally among the issues for the last four
months of 1748, The account is apparently a translation of Het Leven

en bedryf van der Heere Michiel de Ruiter (Ambterdam, 1687) by Gerard

Brandt,* a Dutchman whose blas for his country is commented on only
once, in a footnote to the assertion that the English ¥md sent an
arsonist to fire the Dutch fleet: "In several places this author is

partial; but here seems injuriow to truth, and our national character,"

*0r of the French translation by N, Aubin, La Viev de Michel de
Ruiter (Amasterdem, 1698).
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say the Magazine editors (GM, 1748, p. 537).

More than the life of a man, this article is a naval hlstory of
Holland from 1651, when Ruyter left merchant service to command a
squadron in the war with England, until 29 April 1676, when he died
of wounds received in a sea akirmish with the French near Palermo,
Politics, naval campaigns, and the making and breaking of treatiles
claim most of the text; Ruyter's military character is described, but
not, for instance, his marriage or family (except that his son and
gon-in-law were honored with appointments). A typical paragraph is
the one that began the second installments

Whilst Ruyter was sailing for the Sound, the ambassadors of
France and England, together with some deputies of the
States, negotiated a truce at the Hague for three weeks,
dur ing which interval the fleet which the Protector had
sent in%to the Baltic, and that of Holland were to remain
neuter, without assisting either Sweden or Donmarke, Ame
bagssadors were sent on both sides to the two kings, who
twice lengthen'd the truce for three weeks, then for a

fortnight, using all their endeavours to bring about peace,
but without effect.

Ruyter's part in his own "biography" was to carry out the decisions of

the smbassadors and kings. "Ruyter's fleet obliged [The Swedish/ %o
surrenders « o o Ruyter kept the Swedish fleet block'd up in Landscroon
har bouXe o o o Ruyter was employ'd, during the two following years, in
gcouring the Med iterranean of pirates® (p. 441)., After the account of

his childhood, during which he "showed an uncommon courage and dexe
terity," was "too volatile" to study well, and joined the navy at

fifteen (p. 387), nothing is said of anything Ruyter did not related

Yo the sea, or, especially, to his career in the navy, Of his work as

captain of a merchant ehip it is said that he displayed "skill, sagacity
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and probity," but no illustrations of those virtues are given,

Examples of his virtues and abili%ties as a navy leader are glven,
however, anﬁ they take the place of the usual post-death character,
He had a temper but could control it; having saved a number of Span-
ish sailors from a man of war he had sunk, Ruyter asked the captain
whether hie would have shown the same kindness had the victory been
his, "The Spaniard surlily renswered, that he had purposed to have
thrown them all overboard into tho sea," Enraged, Ruyter at first
ordered that the fate be given the Spanish, but later relented (p. 387).
Peraonally, Ruyter must have been charmings captured by a French
privateer, he so irpressed the captain that he was set free; at
Sallee, the Cid, failing to persuade Ruyter to betray the orners of
his cergo, said, "'What pity is it that 30 honest a man should be a
christian!'" (pp. 387-88)s Although the‘north African pirates at
first refused to negotiate with him, they had so much respect for
Ruyter that they supplied him with free water and food (pe. 441), Two
incidents revealing his humanity are related of & 1664 voyage along
the west African coasts he supplied a beaten enemy with provisions,
"tho! his own fell short at the same time," and he spared a man con=
demned to death when, after the hanging, signs &f 1ife were perceived
in him (ppe 442=-43), The incidents illustrating Ruytor's humenitarian
qual ities, however, are not told as though such qhalities made him a
good captdin; rather, they are seen as unusual in such a man but worthy
of emulation by persons of any profession or estate,

There are no details of Ruyter's personal life in the biography.

Once, during a brief period of peace, it was stated that he llved at
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"Ams terdam, where his retired, quiet and moderate way of living,
gained him no less esteem and admiration, than his vigllance, activity,
and bravery, when at the head of a fleet® (p. 445)==aven his leisure
must be related to his career, In that period he was honored and
consulted by ambassadors and princes of many nationé on problems of
navigation and piracy., In the last installment are three personal
mentionss Ruyter's joy at his son's appoiﬁtment as rear=admiral of.
Amsterdam, his presage that a mission to the Mediterranean would be‘
his last and according farewell to his family, and his fatal wound
and burial, The biography ends anti-climacticélly. The King of
Spain, before hearing of Ruyter's death, had conferred on him the
title of duke, and Brandi ended the 1ife with this sentencet

This is not only an honourable circumstance in Rgxter's

life, but shews on what account he is stiled Duke, that

being a degree of nobility qui te foreign in Holland,.
(pe SH0)



CHAPTER FIVE

SURVEY OF MAGAZINE BIOGRAPHIES, 1790-%4

By the 1790%as, when the Gentleman's Magazine was sixty years old,

biography waa as much a staple of its pages as any kind of writing
that was not in a department, In the first ten volumes of the decade
(1790=94) there were fifty-sight biographical articles, almost one
per issue, dealing with ninety-one persons. The ninety-one, like the
nineteen of the 1740'a, can be classified in several wayss there were
ninety men and one woman; ninety English and one foreigner; thirteen
| of the sixteenth century, twenty-one of the seventeenth, and:. fifty=
seven of the eighteenth, By activity they included one Catholic
martyr, one seaman, three statesmen, two physdéians, seven clergymen,
three mathematiciana, one gardensr, one botanist, thirty-nine poets,
three teachers, twenty=one heraldic writers, one phllanthropist, one
artist, four writers, two historians, and one antiquarian,

The relatively high number of subjects who lived in the eighteenth
century indicates that many of the articles had some news value, and
indeed many of those fifty=-seven who lived then had died only a few
months before publication of their lives (and of course thirty=four of
the biographies were of "Living English Poets" and one about a liviné
physician), The news value of the biographies, however, was probably
less than it had been in the 1740's, for few of the authors assumed any

180
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public curiosity ebout, or even previous knowledge of, their subjects,
JeDe, writing of Jomm David Michaslis, did assume knowledge, but did
not, judging by the first paragraph, assume great public curiositys

As the works of the late Professor MICHAELIS are held in

the highest estimation in this country, I hope the follow-

ing account of that justly celebrated ascholar « « « will

be deserving a place in your valuable Magazine.

| (GM, 1752, p. 202)

"The curiosity of future generations" is what K.Z. eought to satiéfy,
but he practically admitted there was no present interest in hia list
of living English poets and even added that the information he sube
mitted might be "otherwise in future forgotten" (GN,,1792, p. 504).
A few of the biographera could honestly say they were satiafying the
curiosity of the public, even though it might be the curiosity of only
one reader of the Magazine~-those who wrote in answer to queries that
had been published in previous issues, Zxamples are the writers on
Peter King, Henry Felton, and Robert Parsons, It is probably safe to
say that, had it not beenfor thbse questions, the lives would not have
been written, so the Magazine was not only their repositorybut also
théir instigator.

Although some authors omitied any statement of pufpoae and simply
plunged into the facts (thereby perhaps assuming public interest),
several stated that they wrote in order that thelr subjects not be fore-
gotten~=tkat 1s, they had done so little of note that only the industry
of the blographers would save them from oblivion., Since there was no
public demand, the reason usually edvanced for their writing was thaet
the subject was so "good" that he should not be forgotten. Typical

was the opening to the plece on George Maxwell, who T,C.R. said was
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"one but little known, but whose merits deserve a much abler pen to
record them"(GM, 1790, p. 201). Althowgh "Julian's" purpose was
"general instruction,” he admitted that he wrote "lest by univerasl
silence such & character as the late Timothy Holiis should sink into
oblivion" (GM, 1791, pe 306)s The lives of Thomas Wright, William
Aiton, and John QOaekman also included references to the fact that the
authors meant to save them from obiivion. Salvﬁtion from oblivion,
if one were a relative nonentity, was a chancy thing==what those men
had in common was a friend who would write their lives and sendthem
to the Magazine. Although many of these biographiss list printed

sources. (usually Wood's Athense Oxonlenses and the Briographia Bri-

tannia), many also refer to private papers or manuscripts they had,
The tone of several of these biographies leads one to suspect the
author knew the subject, and the authors of several others actually
gsald they did==for instance, the ﬁriters on George Maxwell, Timothy
Hollis, and Thomas Cooke., Thus the desire to honor a friend was ooca=
sionally the writer's motive,

Some authors apparently wrote to set straight the historical re-
cord, suchas those who contributed information on Bishop Thomas Wate
son (his own relation clearly wanted to defend him) and possibly to aid
future blographére, such as the writers on Sir ¥William Trumtull and Sir
Philip Warwick). Only guesses can be made as tb:the purposes of the
authors who contributed pieces on Robert Fludd, John Landen, or Robert
Henry, for they plunged right into the facts, Of the twenty=fowr
authors who did announce & purpose, 8ix were answering queries in the

Magazine; six wished to preserve the memory of their subjects; three
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mentioned the utile/dulce function of biography; four desired to
| present the facts; and five believed the public would like to read
about their subjects,

With some exceptions, the form of blographies in the early 1790%s
is the same as that of the 1740'ss family and birth, posts or publie
cations, death, and character, Much less information was given about
the tWenty-one heraldic writers Ferd., Stanley and R,D, corresponded
about in 1793, for to them only the writings were important and much
must have been lost about the subjects anyway (since all had died
before 1700). The lives of writera easily degenerated into a list of
théir publications, as witﬁ the piece on John Landen., The lives of
others vere little more ihan outlines, as that of Sir William Trumbull,
with each paragraph beginning with a year, followéd by what the subject
did then. The longest biography considered in this paper, that of
Thomas Cooks, shows almost no consciousness of form on themart of the
author, Joseph Mewbey, who seemed to insert bits of information as they
came to hand or mind; he "life" of Cooke is superimposed on a 1ligtof
his publications, The other authors did not set down the facts out of
chronological order but beyond that-did not adhere %o any form more
sophisticated than their predecessors of the 1740's did,

Nor did they use as much as non=¥agazine authors materials now
considered grist for lives: anecdotes and letters, Deapite the fact
that many of the articles had "anecdotes" in the titles, indicating that
the word pight draw readers, meny had none at all (even those called
"eurious anocdotes of , . +")s The few anecdotes that were used usu=

ally illustrate some aspect of the subject's character; even if they
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have little to do with him, such as the one about the thief who re-
turned Bernard Gilpin's horses because Gilpin was such a good man,
Although a few of the biographies included letters, only that of
Thomas Cooke had letters by the subject=-all others were either about
or to him, which do not reveal anything of the man himaelf.beyond what
someone else thought, It is impossible to believe that, as several of
the biographers were personel friends of their subjects, there were no
letters from them available,

There are at least two possible reasons for the omission of pere
sonal letters, assuming that theyexisted, One is the innate consere

vatism of Gentleman's Magazine correspondents, True, oritics felt

that intimate detall was a necessary part of blography and that a man
could not be rendered wholly without it., But readers who wrote tended
to prefer not to know too much about their heroea and were sensitive
to the slights suffered by, say, Samuel Johnson, when so much was rew-
vealed about him in the decade after his death, And most of the
blographies discussed here were written by faithful Magazine readers,
whose object was not so much to render the man wholly as to, as noted
above, preserve his memory., Thoe second reason is that those readers,
possibly somewhat selfeconscious about writing for such a popular
magazine, tended to a more stilted and formal style than was used by
more sophisticated writers, such as James Boawell, Although he might
be writing about an intimate friend, a contributor could sound as dise
tant from his subject as though all his information had been gathered
from public records,

Despite the fact, then,that most{ of tho biogrephers were closer
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in time and space to their subjects than the biographera of the
1740's had been, the articles themselves do not have the intimacy
and revelation that one might expect, Rather, they tend to be formal,
sometimes almost panegyrical, with few anecdotes and fewer direct
quotations, and with very little remarking of failings. The followe
ing section examines the fifty~eignu birographicai articles appearing
in the Gentlemanis Magazine from 1790 through 1794, concentrating on

the material used, the form, and the author's biss and motive,

William Trumbull

In the preface to volume nine of his Literary Anecdotes, Jom

Nichols apologized for the "want of a regular arrangement,” excusing
himself on the grounds that his work was but a mine of literary matere
ials for the bonefit of future writers.1 Nichols's attitude was some=
times slared by his correspondents, including ND.OR., who wished to
Yafford some assistance to the future biographers" of Sir William
Trumbull, 1638=1716, minor statesman and friend of Pope. Observing
that present accounts of Trumbullls life were ®so very short and even
defective as to the place of his nativity and burial," ND,OR, telieved
that an "outline of the principai transactions of his life, taken from
his own manuscripts,” would be satisfactory to readers (GM, 1790, pe 4).
The stated reason for the letter, then, was that no accurate account of
Trumbull existed; the assumption was that one should.
Moat of the life is literally an outline, in this forms
1638, Born at Easthampsted, Berkshire, in August,
1644, Receives early instructions in Latin and Frenche o o

1649, Sent to Oakingham School,
1670, Married a daughter of Sir Charles Cotterell, « « «

(po 4)
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Ard so forth, Obviously, little character delineation is possible in
such a form, and the only notion given of the subject 1s roundabouts
allusion is made to his grandfather's "care, industry, vigilance, and
sufficiency,® with the note that the grandfather was the "family pate
tern and model® (ps 4). Nor does Trumbull's personality emerge from
the fewer than one thousand words,unless an ironical nature can be
deduced from his comment on ingratitude, that there iz a "great differ-
ence between the value of assitance when wanted, and after it is gi&en
and done with" (p. 5).

The weight of the biography concerns Trumbull's schooling at
Oxford and his public service, Although the first paragraph alluded
to his friendship with Pope, there is no further mention of the poet,
except, in a footnote, that Pope wrote Trumbull'sepitaph, Nothing is
said of the subject's personal 1ife, except the date of his marriage,
although the source was Trumbull's own papers, then belonging to a
greatenephew, ND,OR also tantalized the reader by mentioning his sub=
joct's family and saying he could fill a volume on the grandfather,
who lef%t e collection of letters, memoirs, and accounts of "all the
great men of his time, with vhom he‘maintainad a constant and familiar
correspondence” (pe. 4). But noms of that, The article is but a liste
ing of William's public actions,
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Dr. Benjamin Moseley
The author of the sixteen=hundred=word sketch of Dr, Benjamin

Moseley appearing ih the January 1790 Gentleman's Magazine showed

considerably more art than the writer on Trumbull "EDIT,” as he
digned himself, began with a paragraph on the delights of the biogra=
phies of selfemade men and closed with a paragraph on the purpose of
that par ticular life, And in the middle were paragraphs on the
effects of life in an isclated West Indian colony and on the folly
of publishing medical research before practice had proved it., “EDIT®
apparently did not consider there was equal folly in publishing the
blography of one yet living; Moseley did not die until 1819.2

“EDIT's" theory that “Biography delights in tracing the steps of
gonius and in delineating the progress of men who break through sure=
rounding difficulties" (GM, 1790, Po 9) is not borne out in his 1ife
of Moseley, however, for not enough is made of whatever difficult ies
the doctor faced. The reader does not have a sense of overcoming dife
ficulties, nor does he feel Moseley's triumph in devising a new way to
treat - the bloody=flux (dyséntery), Nor is the reasoning of the last -
paragraph justifieds "This sketch of his character Z;hoq§7 by what
means he has acquired the professional knowledge which @ has so well
applied to the public good” (p. 11). Just how Dr, Moseley did his re=
search on the bloody~flux in the West Indies, or the study of coffee
in 1785, i3 not mentioned,

The purpose of EDIT, seems rather to be eulogy of the doctor, for
no unfavorable circumstance of his 1ife is supplied, Although the

life begins conventionally enough, with Moseley's ancestry, home
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county, education, and first post in the Indles, it soon disintegrates
into a list of his publications and praise for them, The real events
of the man's life, birth, death, and marriage, are not even dated,
Bven in his eulogizing, EDIT, spoke in genmeralizations rather than in
instances,

In this view, though it is probables DR, MOSELEY must
have considered the state of our West=Indian islends, we
are certain he contributed to render it otherwise, not only
in his medical capacity, but by his exertions as a maglse
trate, and encouragement of whatever had the public good
for its object; and that hle literary talents, in conjunce
tion with those of a few other literary men, were often em=
ployed in promoting useful knowledge, correcting abuse, and
chastising the vicious, ¢ ¢ »

(po 10)
One longs for specific instances of his work as a magistrate, the
abuses he corrected, the vices he chastised., What EDIT., gives us ine
stead is a 1list of Moseley's publications and comments on the populare
ity of each rather than on the contents, His character and personality.
are deacribed in generalitles and suppositions on the author's part,

Although the style is pleasinge=there are several parallel sentencesem

there are too few facts in proportion 4o the length,

John Landen
Although the running heasdline is "Biographical Memoirs of John

Landen, Esqs," this erticle is in the form of a letter to Mr, Urban,
dated March 21, and consists mainly of a listing of Landen's seventeen
mathematical publicationsa, The only personal items punctuating the
listing, besides Landen's birth in 1719 and death in 1790, are his

appointment as agent to Earl Fltzwilliam and hls election to the Royal
Society in 1766,
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Lives of literary men are usually histories of their works, the
author, who did not identify himself, observed, "and the observation
was never more fully justified than it will be in what I have to offer
the publick, concerning Mr. Landen" (GM, 1790, p. 189)e The bulk of
the article, of some twenty=six hundred words, is exposition of the
proofs, theories, and computations Landen devised, usually published

firast in the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Societys The

style is monotonous, each paragraph beginning "In the year 1755, Mr;
Landen published ¢ . +" or "In the 65th volume of the Philosophical
Transactions, for 1775, he gave . « " or "About the beginning of ths
year 1782, o « «" Although the author claimed a special ability to
speak concerning Landen's writings, as he had enjoyed "a long and very
intimate correspondence with him" (p. 189), there is almost nothing in
the article that would iaqnire any knowledge beyond that to be gained
by reading the works.

The only exception to that 1s the mention, between publicatioms
sixteen and seventeen, of a bladder atone that incapacitated Landen
toward the end of his lfe; "yet even this dreadful disorder did not
abate hls ardour for mathematical Studiea e o o" (p. 194), and the
last paragraph of the article, following his death, is a fairly conven=
tional character sketch mentioning his "moral Virtues, . . . strict
integrity of his conduct, his great humanity, and readiness to serve
every one to the utmost of his power" (p. 194), And his loes will be
regroetted by all who knew him. No example  of those virtues or that
humanity is given, however, and 1t 1s obvious that the author's interest

in Lande®was limited to his mathematical achlevements,
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The author supplied no particular reason for having written the
biography=-letter; the opening sentence sorrected the Gentleman's
Magazine obituary, which had given the firat name as "James," but
no further corrections vwere made, This is one of the few biographies
of more than a column that has not a word on the subject's family or
schooling. Landen's is one of the most objective blographies ever to
appear in the Magazine, if that terﬁ can be appiied to an article that

is little more than an ammotated bibliograhy.

George Maxwell
"Character of Mr, George Maxwell, and excellent young Artist," in

the March, 1790, Gentlewan's Magazine, is the first life in the decade

%o show considerable consciousness of style, drama (or melodrama), and
imagery. The author, who signed himself T.C.R., supplled his creden=
tials at beginning and endt he was an intimate compenion of Maxwell
and knew him eighteen years (GM, 1790, pp. 201, 204).

Although the article, of some twenty=three hundred words, 1s more
properly a character than a chronological account of Maxwell's life,
there are enough facts in it to warrant its inclusion here, But T.0.R.
encountered the same problem Goldsmith did in writing the lives of Vol-
taire and Parnell: paucity of event, The only incidents are 'the‘
common fate of all," that he lived and now is dead (p.202), That is
not quite true, for there were three exhibitions (1787, 1788, and 1789)
and a ramble in Staffordshire and Derbyshire in the fall of 1789,

By and large, however, T,C,R. concentrated on Maxwell's interests,

" abilities, virtues, and failings, One of the interests was natural
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history, which afforded T.C.R, &n opportunity for a Johnsonian genere
alizations "The melancholy pleasure attendant on the researches into
the fragmenés of Antiquity, known only to the few, had the strongest
charms for hime. « " (pe 202). The virtues~~sincerity, justice, gener=
osity, and humanity~=are enumerated but.not demonstrated, Fairly,
nelther are the failings, ambition, contempt for inferiors, and inclie
nation to dispute,

T.C.R, was exceedingly conacious of his authorship, over~diffie
dent at the opening and over-dramatic at the end, He began almost
apologetically:

"0! early losti"

I should not have troubled you with a desire to insert
any thing from my hand, had no% the melancholy eibject, to
which the motto alludes, obliged me to think it more immedi=
ately my duty than any others to pay the following small and
richly~deserved tribute to the memory of a most intimate
companion and contemporary,

Such obaequiousness, as he must have known, was not necessary for pube

lication in the Gentleman's Magazine, He closed with an allusion to

the o0ld conventiomal spur to life-writing, instructions

o o o his fate should not retard the rising Genius, but it
may teach him to work out hias obscurity, like bhis salvation,
with fear and trewbling; lest, like the above, he may, after
having surmounted, with incessant and Herculean labours, the
tedious and tremendous obstacles that ever block up the en=
trance of the road to feme, after having strotched forth his
hand to gather of that immortal laurel, the paseport to the
fane of future renown, the tree should prove forvidden, and
Death, when least expected, should snatch him from all his
hopes, and plunge him forever into the silent irredeemable
shadea of Oblivion and the Grave,

(p. 204)

That quotation illustrates enother characteristic of the author, his

wish to be considered creative and learned, The article opens with a
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quotation and includes two others, neither essential, And the para-
graphs on Maxwell's faults are introduced with an image and a balanced
sentences iThe moon has her dark place, but ia still lovely., Let
those who would transplant his beauties, avoid his blemishes™ (p. 203).
Near the end T,C,R. pointed out, in case we missed 1%, his own abilitys
"The discerning will easily perceive that, as far as possible, this
outline is impartiale o " (p.204), In sum, the sketch of Maxwell is
a good deal easier to read than that of, say, Landen, but it affords
few solid facts, T.C.R. was too fascinated by his own rhetoric to

produce a convincing as vell as impartial sketch or 1life,

Thomas Watson

The reputation of Bishop Thomes Watson, dead those seventy=three
years, vas &ebated in a series of letters in April, May, June, and
July in 1790, The first letter, signed "D.H,," relied on six sources,
with the weight given to an enemy of Watson; the second and shortest,
unsigned, quoted only one source, condemning Watson; the third and
longest, signed "Tho. Watson," depended on a 1704 defense of the bishop
and family tradition.

Although the first letter, of some twenty=four hundred words, was
headed "Biographical Anecdotes of Biahop Thomas Watson," it actualiy
conéiats of a crisp summary of the bishop's career, a long quotation

from Gilbert Burnet's History of His Own Time, & shorter quotation from

¥The Bishop of St, David's Vindicated," another from Browne Willis's

History of Bishopa of St. David's, a few lines from Antony Wood's

Athenee Oxonlensis, and a brief anecdote, unrelated to the body of the
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article, concerning Bishop Watson's ghost, Following the Burnet exe
| cerpt is a fiveeitem bibliography, "at the service of any person who
chuses to compile the Bishop's 1ife" (GM, 1790, p. 322), D.H., there=
fore, did not consider his work a proper biography of Watson, but
rather a summary of the evidence for and against him. The Siehop's
conviction of simony by an ecclesiastical court was supported by Bure
net, who called the bishop |
one of the worst men in all respects that ever I knew in
holy orders, passionate, covetous, and false in the black=
est instances, without any one virtue or good quality to
balance his many bad ones,
‘ (pe 321)
It is not a surprising opinion, as Burnet was a member of that court,
The next two sources (combined, not as long as Burnet) defended or
excused him on various grounds, The first emphasizdd the préceedings
against him, and Willis said the bishop was "much malighed" and the
charges vwere "pretended," The lines from Wood added that he "did
suffer and endure many affronts and intolerable abuses from the rabble®
(pe 323). |
D.H, offered no  reasons for cantributing the 1life of the bishop,
having apparently meant only to give "the representations of both
parties on this unfortunate prelate,” but the reason may have been
8imply that the issue was still alive, for the next month the Gentle=

man's Magazine published two mors letters on the bishop, one unsigned

and against him, the other signed "Tho. Watson" and for him. The anony=~
mous correspondent alluded to the April articlé and offered a fourw
hundred word quotation from a blogrephy of Archbishop Tillotzon by

Thomas Birch, who in turn quoted Wood and Burnet (using the line quoted
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above), and the Memoirs of Sir John Reresby., The letter added only &

few facts, all of them concerning the publlic career of Watson or the
fate of hia.bishopric.

The second letter in May is the longest, best written, and most
iupassioned of the three. The epigram is a quotation from the Memo irs
of Sir John Dalrymple asserting the infidelify and blas of Burnet as
a historian, so that the reader 1s prepared for a defense of Watson,
The author modestly announced that he made it a rule to "trouble" the
Magazine editors only with letters requested and with information
Uwhich you would not probadbly receive equally euthentic from any other
person® (p. 405), The basis for the "authenticity" of the information
1s hinted in the next paragraph, in which the source of the bishopls
birthdate is "the authority of family tradition" (p. 405), but it is
not until theAend of the article that one learné "no person now living
is more closely related to him" thanithe author, whose name is also
Thomas Viatson. The young Wataoﬁ's defense of hls relation is based
on "The Bishop of St, David's Vindicated," published in 1705 (mentioned
by D.H.) and attacks on the points raised by Burnet (for instance, Bure
net's accusation that the bishop was covetous was answered by a listing
of the recipients of the bishop's charity, with amounts), The charge
that Watson was "passionate and false," his defender admitted, ia hard
to disprove at such a distance of time, but "the charge comes ille
gupportéd by the mere ipse dixit of this historian® (pe 407)e A good
point is scored in this generalization on the relations between Bishop
Watson and Burnets "But how unfortunate, Sir, is the men who has the

.most violent of his enemies both for his judge and his historian}®
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(po 606)s The young Watson also buttressed the defense of his kins=
man by pointing out the differences between then and nows while under
the "effocts of a settled constitution," his readers will find it hard
to believe that such corruption existed'in the church court, "yet an I
convinced, that five English prelates were so blinded by partyszeal ,

o " (pe 407)s The last paragraph of the letter proper included a
wish for any other particulars, "whether to his honour or discredit®
and the artful closing aentence,'

If he woere the most sordid wretch that ever lived, I can

assure B,L,A. that this vice in particular is not inherited,

but that, in all varieties of fortune, an honest and gener=

ous disposition has been

"the jewel of our house,
Bequeathed down from many ancestors;®

end it is hoped that the youg [sic/ wan, who has now the

honour of addressing you (and Whose income, arising solely

from two small curacies, in the present humour of publile

opinion, will scarceiy be suppose d to equal the revenues

of a bishoprick), will also in his generation remember,

that to part with 1% would bring a real, because a merited,

disgrace on the name of ~
THO., WATSON,

(p. 408)

The effect of that flight into rhetoric is rather blunted by young

Watson's thanking the Genileman's Magazine in a postscript for a good

review of a sermon published anonymously when he was but twenty=five,

The most striking quality of the information supplied in %the three
Watson letters is the scrupuiosivy regarding facts, balance, and sources,
None of the three authors offered an opinion not backed up by sources
contemporary with the bishop; D.H. really offered no opinion at all,
Thelr collective object seems to have been to collect in one place all
the facts obtainable regarding the bishop so that posterity might judge.

Except for Burnet's attack on his character and Watson's defense of it,
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nothing personal of the bishop is given; the reader ia told {in the
first and last letters) where the bishop studied, but never whether
he married, With theg facts they did give, all three wrote as objece
tively as possible; only in the last letiter can a reader gather any-
thing about the personality of the author,

The correspondence did not cease in May. In June letters from
both D.H, and young Watson were published, the former expressing sorrow
that his letter, which was only to answer queries, had "hurt the feei-
ings" of the bishop's kind, and the latter expressing his willingness
to comment further but his fear that "your readers may well be tired
of the subject." And "I therefore drop'it“ (ps 516)e In 8till another
letter, published in July, Watson assured D,H, that his feelings were
not hurt and said he still thought the guiit of the bishop "doubtful®
(p. 616). |

Soame Jenyns

"Sketches of the Life of Soame Jenyns, Esq." is taken from C,N,
Cole's edition of his Works, published in 1790 and, as the reader might
expect, contains nothing derogatory about him, Its original purpose
in the VWorks was to inform and attract, and it followed closely the
pattern used in many earlier livess family, education, posts, marriage,
death, and character, plus notes on his writings, an assertion of the
truth of the sketches, and a copy of Jenyna' epitaph. |

Fewer than twelve hundred of the more than three thousand words in
the "Sketches' are devoted to the subject)a life as such, and part of

them concern his family and ancestry, with emphasis on his father,
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Roger, a magistrate knighted by King William III., The paragraph

about Jenyns's mother illuatrates the saccharine quality of the

whole articles
e o o 8 most beautiful woman, and endued with an excel=
lent understanding, which she had iumproved by reading,
much beyond what was the fashion of those times in the
education of the daughters of gentlemen, She was well
instructed in the principles of Religion, which she

menifested both by hor life and in her conversation;
end these excellences were still heightened by the most

polished manners,

(GM, 1790, p. 596)
No ¢hildhodd incidents ominous of futu e fame are supplied, but the
choice of both his tutors and later his college is déscribed (none
of these, of course, choices of the young Jenyns), FHis behavior at
Cambridge "was most orderly and reguler," just about what one would
expect from & youth who signed his firet.work, on deancing, "Lady
Fanny Fielding" (p. 597).

The character of Jenyns is wholly laudatory and wholly unsube
stentiated by axamples of the virtues, wit, or service attributed to
him, Part of the character doea give further details about his lifes
service as magistrate, support of Walpde ("that able and honest minige
ter") and dire predictions that someday the American colonies 'would
think themselves entitled to ask for emancipation from their parent
state" (p. 598). The section on his writing places him "amongst %the
purest and correctest writers of the English language," using as an
example "The Free Enquiry into the Nature and Origin of Evil" (p. 599).

In short, the "Syetches" qualifies as panegyric, the effusiveness
of which may be attributed partly to the maxim de mortuis and partly

to the original intent of the author, to atiract buyers for the edition,
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Jenyns is viewed through rosy glaases and remains far on the other
side of thems No anecdote or quotation enlivens the article, and
there 1s no evidence that the writer knew him, No scurces are men=

tioned, and no personal information on Jenyns 1s given,

Sir Philip Warwick
The sixteen~hundred=word life of Sir Philip Warwick, in the

September 1790 Gentleman's Magazine, is unusual in two respects: the

author, "D,R.," enclosed an engraving of the bust of his subject, and

he used his subject's own words both to give information and to il-
lustrate his character. The "Biographical Account of Sir Philip Ware
wick" was written out of D,R.'s concern that he was the only historian
of the Resthration whose 1ife had not been written; so, "I have put
together what I have been able to collect respecting him, hoping that
the Bditors of some future Blography will, in this instance, avail
themselves of the materials you so frequently afford to works of that
kind" (GM, 1790, pe 781).

Arrangement of the facts of Warwick's life is co nventimals
family, education, posts, and assignments during the Civil War, marri-
age, death, character, and epitaph, Following those 1s a short passage
from hisMemoirs of the Reign of Charles I, "a apecimen of the author's

candour and simplicity of style" (p. 783). The passage is juast that,
mentioning that he saw Cromwell first in a plain, ill-fitted cloth
sult, but later was to respect him, "having had a batter taylor, and
more converse among good company" (p; 783). The effect of the quota=

tions from Warwick himself is, of course, to make him seem more real
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than if he had been limited by dates and places or gilded with the
usual phrases (his "reality" may be partly due to the self~-deprecas
tion and irony discernible in the quotationse=that is, the technique
of quoting might not work with every subject). The conventionality
of the biography has one strange effect=-there is nothing of Warwick!s
life between the end of the w ar and the first Parlisment of tls
Restoration, except that "he was busy engaged in private conferences
vwith the chief promoters of the Restoration" (p. 781). There are two
poasible reasons for this hiatus: one, thai the man enjoyed no ape
pointments nor served in any post; and two, that he wrote nothing
about that period in his Memoirs, D.,R.'s major source,

Despite the cholce of a subject from a previous century, this
blography is typical of the Magazine of the 1790's, The author had
no time peg on which to hang 1%; the subject interested him,so he wrote
1%, The headnote mentioned his concern with compilation and preserva=
tion of fact, which was shared by the editor of the Magazine. The
pcrupuloua documentation reveals a care for precision and accuracyss

ton sources are footnoted twenty-nine times,

/

John Campbell
The notice of the Vice~=Admiral Jomn Campbell's death in the Deceme

Ber 1790 Gentleman's Magazine prompted "P.Q.' to contribute two anecdotes

and a brief notice of his posts and character for the February,1791,
lssus, The short, fewer than seven hundred words, letter contains
nothing specific of the vice-admiral, not even his birth date, -and

might better be called a character sketch with illustrative anecdotes,
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P.Q. did not name his source beyond calling it Pauthority which I
esteem very good" (GM, 1791, p. 100), '

The character sketch and the anecdotes, however, are separated
by a paragraph on Ceampbell's promotions, The last paragreph calls
him a "man of undawunted courage™ who had "a dry, sarcastic mode of
expression' (p. 100), and the two stories bear out these statements,
The first tells of an incident in his youth when, as an apprentice
seaman; he voluntarily took the place of a mate who was about to be
impressed into the navy, It is one of the few stories preserved from
childhood included in the 1790's Magazine biographies, The second
story describes his reaction to the possibility he might be knighted.

*Troth, my Lord," said the Captain, who retained his
Scotch dialect as long ag he lived, "I know of no use
‘that will be to me,"=="But your Lady may like it," re=
plied his Lordship, "Well then," rejoined the Captain,
"his Majesty may knight her, if he pleases,”
(p. 100)
The use of direct quotation and evidence or wit make this obscure cap-.
tain come more alive than many ot the subjects of biographies ot whose
lives we have many wore conventional details,

The purpose of this article was not, obviously, to provide the
facts of Campbell's 1ife, The preservation of his memory in the Magae
zine pages is a more likely object; P.Q., although he did not say'so,
may have expected that a future biographer would consult the Magazine
for information on the admiral, as did ND,OR, contributor of the life

of Trumbull ths previous year,
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Phllip Howard

Not a proper biography, the March 1791, letter from"J.C.B,,"inw
gpired by a tour of the Tower with a Society of Antiquariaﬁs, gtill
contains enough facts on Philip Howard, Earl of Arundel, to be included
here, J.0.B, wrote mainly to report the finding in Beauchamp tower of
a number of inscriptions, of which he sent two, "for your entertaining
Miscellany, because they relate to a person of considerable note" (gg,
1791, pe 218). The firs% was a Latin statement by the Earl, the seéond
a drawing of his family badge, probably by a priest once confined
there,

The facts offered on the life of Philip Howard tell more about
his character than about his whole life, Although no "sketch" section
concludes the piece, Howard's character can be deduced from some of his
actions, such as turniﬁg from Protestant to Catholic during the reign
of Elizabeth and bearing her proceedings against him to the point of
refusing to leave the Tower to attend church with her and by so doing
regain his freedom and honors. His time in prison was spent in prayer,
conversation with priests, and translating books of devotion (pp. 218-19),

J.CsBs apparently had access to no private papers of the Earl, for
he used a history of the times, Antony Wood, and a manuscript life of
him by a priest who lived with the widow. It is the latter source
that suppliéd the prison activities and manner of death, but J.C.B, did
not question the possible bias, In the last paragraph is a plece of
information he must have picked up on his own, for, after noting the
removal of the earl's body twenty~-nine years after his death to the

family vault, he wrote that in 1777 the coffin was found when the vault
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was opened for another burial, The Latin inscription on the c¢offin
mentioned his imprisomnment and the fine under EliZabeth for his Cathol=
icism, his death in the Tower in 1595 (with suspicion of poison), and
the movement of the body in 1624 under James I (p. 219).

Although the running headline of the letter is "Curious Anecdotes
of Philip Howard, Earl of Arundel," there is nothing really "curious™*
in the informetion offered. J.C.B, gave no reason for the contribution
to the Magazine and even suggested there was no need fo r ones ”Th;
Earl of Arundel's life being very much the subject of our Peerages,
and the general history of the times in which he lived, it is only nec=
essary heres to say, that he was coumitted to the Tower in 1585 , o "
(pe 218), The only part of Arundel'’s life that interested J.C.B, was
that spent in the Tower where he left the inscription that inspired the

lotter o

Edward Holdsworth
No reason is offered for thempproximately six hundred words de=
voted to Edward Holdsworth, Dissenter, scholar, and tutor, in the

April, 1791, Gentleman's Magazine, The first section, supplying only

his birthdate, posts, dedath, and one~line panegyric, was sent by C,

Jennens, who added

- *At least, nothing in the sense of "ngenious," a 1771 meaning of the
vord, Nor is the informatiom the result of "minute inquiry" (1742),
"abstruse" (1664), or "ealling forth feelings of interest® (1773). It
might be called "precise! (1764) or "taking the interest of the connois=-
seur® (1751) (New English Dictionary).

*+In early 1570, announcement was made of Pope Paul's plans to
canonize Howard for his sufferings in behalf on the faith (Time, "Reliw
gion," VC (January 19, 1970), 46,
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From so amiable & character as Mr, Holdsworth had in
private life, and from the excellence of the few publioca=
tions of his which have been given to the publick; you
will perhaps, Mr, Urban, have noobjection to print the
following short -abridgement of what is sald of him in
the "Anecdotes of Mr, Bowyer:"

(GM, 1791, p. 306)

Mr, Urban, of course, had no objection to printing an excerpt
from John Nichols's work. The excerpt repeated part of Jennens's
information and, oddly, gave Holdsworth's death date as 1747 instead
of Jemena's 17463 no editorial note is made of the discrepancy. Added
is a list of Holdsworth's works and a letter from Dr, Cobden, who lae
mented that despite Holdsworth's excellent character, he fell into
“one error, by which he became lost to his country long before he
died.," As the autlor of the Anecdotes, Nichols disagreed with Cobden
on the "error," pointing out that Holdsworth tutored young Engl ishmen
in Rome and taught them "the practice of virtue and plety.* As editor
of the Magazine, "J,N." added the note that "Any further particulars of
Mr. Holdsworth would be a desirable acquisition' (p. 306).

No anecdotes or personal details enliven the accounts of Holdse
worth or shed light on his personalty  This ia one of the fevw biograe=
phies of the 1790's Magazine that included a personal letter, but it is
about rather than by the subject, Besides the list of his works, the
only mention of an exercise of his mind or personaltiy is the fact that
he resigned his post at Oxford rather than swear allegiance to the new
government in 1715, Publication of this bilography seems to be in accord

with Nichols's earnest desire to preserve information on any man of

letters in the century.
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Timothy Hollls

The "Character of the Late Timothy Hollis, Esq.® is so unlike a
conven tional biography that it lacks the subject's birth and death
detes, education, and posts, but it was written with utile in mind,
The author, who signed himself "Julian," apparently knew Hollis, at
least at the end of his life, and cited no sources, public or private,
The purpose was announced in the firat sentences

Lest by universal silence such a character as the
late Timothy Hollis should sink into oblivion, one, ¥who
had the happiness to know him, is at length induced to
mark the progress of his virtues for general instruction.

(N, 1791, p. 306)
A footnote added what was obviously a typographical error, that Hollis
died 14 December 1791——the letter appeared in April, 1791, so Hollis'
must have died the preyious December, in 1790,

The approximately eleven hundred worda consist entirely in a list
of Holliffs practices, which were liberal and generous., The only mention
of his family is that he was a nepheﬁ of Thomas Hollis, a benefactor of
Harvard, and Julian linked that fact with Timothy's sympathy with the
American revolutionaries and their principles, "He abhorred the asssre
tion, that the English Goverrnment had a right to bind the Americans in
all casea whatever" {p. 306). Nothing is said of whether Hollis mare=
ried, only that he left nothing to charities, "from considering the
abuse and perversion of them" (p. 307)s The only concrete action of
Hollis's that is recorded is that every summer he surveyed "his own
beloved island" (though whether Julian meent England or some private

island is not clear) and collected books on naturaiihiatory and travel,

No anecdote illustrates his character, which we must take from
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Julian's praise and the fact that Hollis bore uncamplainingly the
pains of ages Although the announced purpose of the letter waas to
preserve the memory of Hollis's virtues, the affectation of the style
suggegts that Julian wished to exercise his pen, as illustrated in the
last paragraphs
After having considered with the severeat justice this
excellent character, nothing remains tut to keep hias ‘
memory alive by imitating his example; and for our conso=
lation, to reflect that he is gone to the mansions of the
spirits of just men mwade perfect, and to receive the re=

wards of his virtues,and to join that illustrious assembly
may be esteemed the greatest happiness,
(pe 307)

Bishop Jeremy Taylor

A query from R,N, in the 1790 Gentleman's Magazine (p. 301)

brought forth in June 1791 "Early Particulars in the Life of Bishop
[Jeremy/ Taylor" from "EiJ.," a resident of Uppingham, parish where
Taylor was rector just before the Civil War, The manner of writing
involves the reader in the difficulty of finding information=-E,J,

first searched the parish registry, then was fortunate enough to be

presented a small book, The Life of Bishop Taylor, of which the "1ife"

section was included in a sermon preached at his funeral,

Much of the letter, some eight hundred words, is quoted from
that source, the style of which is more appealing than that of E,J,
At the beginning of the war; Taylor and his fortune “'wpre ship~wrecked
iﬁ that great hurricane that overturned both Church and State, ¢ o »
This fatal storm cast him ashore in a private corner of the world'
(GM, 1791, pe 515)s The account of the deaths of his sons is thus

softeneds
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When he had spent some years in this retirement, it
pleased God to' visit his family, and to take to him
the dear pledges of his favour, three sons, of great
_hopes and expectations,
| (p. 515)
E.J. 8l80 used church records, The Registry Book, which he complained
was not complete and completely missing for part of Taylor's stay at
Uppinghem, supplied the datea of Taylor's warriage and the death of
his son, and the Parish Veatry Book recorded his constant attendance
at meetings for the appointments of parish officers, some in Taylor's
own hand,
E.,J, speculated that Taylor spent the years during and after the
war in Wales, for the Life included a sermon preached by him at a
funeral there, Speculation, a Life published one hundred and twenty-two
years after .the bishop's death, and a few church records, then, were
E«J.'s only sourcea, The letter was not a proper biography, saying
nothing of Taylor's birth date or ancestry or becoming bishop—~it is
rather an anawer to R,N,'s query with what informatio n E,J, had at
hand, His purpose was not only to satisfy R.,N, but also to honar Taylor,
for he wrote in the first paragraph,
A veneration for the memory of that able and amiable man
and divine, induces me %o communicate %o you all the ine

telligence that has very recently occurred to me, in cone
sequence of uy present situation,
(pe 515)

A few months later, in November, R.,N., wrote again, offering to share his
pergonal libvrary and listing four items he had on Bishop Taylor, for
anyone "with the intention of undertaking a Life of the Bishop con

amore" (p., 1018).
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Jolm Wilson
"Anecdotes of Mr, John Wilson, a celebrated Botanist" is a mia=

nomer for an article in the September, 1791, Gentleman's VMagazine, for

it containg only two anecdotes and debunks one of those, Hardly any
mention 1s made of his character; the blography is unusual in that
the subject was a member of a lower class, first apprenticed to a
shoemaker and later to a baker, Wilson deserved a place in the Magae
zine, according to the anonymous author, because he was the first t6
try to classify English plants in the English language (GM, 1791, p.
8o4),

The British Topographer and Wilson's own work are the only

gources mentioned, and the author did not claim to have b;en an inti-
mate of Wilson or his family., He accuséd the author of the former of
depending on "false infﬁrmation," as when he published an anecdote
about how Wilson sold a cow (threatening ruin to his family) to buy a
book on botany. "The story is striking, but wants authenticity" (p,
804). The other anecdote was apparently gleaned from cne of the "naigh-
bours and contemporaries"who still recalled Wilson's "pertinent and
frequently original" conversation, After being insulted by & person
who fancied himself socially and botanically Wilson's superior, Wilson
plucked a stray plant and asked the person to identify it. Told i%
was a "weed," Wilson replied, "A week is a term of Art, not a produce
tion of Nature" and thus proved his antagonist a "gardener, not a bota=
nist® (p. 805).

Although the article generally praiéea Wilson and his abilities,

the author revealed a certain snobbery himself, The subject is called:
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"unlettered" and his condition "humble,"

It will appear a matter of surprise, to such as are igno=
rant of his manner of life, how a mechanick could spare a
very large portion of time from engagements which ought to
enrross the attention of men in low circumstances, for the
sole purpose of devoiing it to the curious but unproductive
researches of a naturalist, /italics mine/

(pe 805)

But Wilson, he explained, was lucky enough to have a wife capable of

running the bakery and an asthmatic condition that required fresh air
and moderate exercise,

Besides the two anecdotes described above, no personal items on
Wilson or his family are given, The author seems nearly as much moti-
vated by patriotism as by.interest in Wilson, for he emphasized the:
Vilson would have been mﬁch more famous had the work of Linnssus not
appeared, No "character" concludes the 1ife, but a note on Wilson's

botanical contributions,

Robert Henry
Not until the last paragraphs of "Memoirs of the Life of Dr,
Robert Henry" does it become apparent that the anonymous author may be
writing an advertisement for the sixth and last volume of Henry's Hise "

tory of Great Britain, which "it is hoped , . . may be ready for publi=

cation some time in the present winter, or the spring of 1792" (GM,
1791, p. 911). The rights to the History by that time had been sold to
Cadell and Strahan for a sum of which the author of the 1ife was not
sure, "as they are set down from memory" (p. 911).

Emphasis in the thirty=-one~hundred-word article is on Henry as an

author, not as a man, and comparatively little is devoted to his educa=
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tion, early posts, and marriage; some four hundred words, in fact, are
‘enthueiastic praise from an unidentified reader of the first two
volumes of the History, which were thought "well entitled to be in=
serted in & narrative of Dr. Henry's life®™ (p. 910). The events of
Henry's life-=birth, schooling, pastoral appoinhtments and hﬁnora-—are
given short shrift, except for his institutinn of a plan to provide
for ministers! widows and children, The section on the ccnception;
research, writing, atyle, and reception of the History takes up about
three quarters of the whole article and is unremitting praise for
Henry's industry, style, persevereancs, and grace in the face of early
critical abuase,

Except for those qualities, none of which is substantiated by
examplea, little of the doctor's personality is rendered in the article,
The only part resembling an anecdote recounted how an anonymous letter
appeared in a newspaper defending the History and how Dr, Henry himself
was accused of writing it (actually, it was by the "learned and reapecte
able Dr. Macqueen®) (p, 909). Some personal information is offered in
the sentence on his physical decline at the time of writing the last
volume~="the tremulous motion of his hand had increased so as to render
writing much more difficult than it had ever been" (p.911)==but by and
large the good doctor remains a stranger to us., No formal "character®
concludes the sketch; following the story of the publication of the
History is an account of his decline and death and mention of his burial

Sitec
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James Cawthorn
"Original Memoira of Mr, James Cawthorn," in the December, 1791,

Gentleman's liagazine is more a list of ennotated dates than a blograe

phy. The author, E, Goodwin, did not claim to have known the poete
clergyman, who had died thirty years before, The first three para=
graphs (noét in the form of a letter) supply the subject's birth, family
and early education, and the rest is either a list of his poems or a
list of dates, in this forms

Sept. 15. Horace, Ode IV, Bobk I, translated,
Oct, 3. On Steele's "Christian Hero."

;757: .His wife died, and was burieds « o o
;751: .April 15, be unhappily lost his life by a fall from
a horse,

(GM, 1791, pp. 1081-82)
The 1ist of dates is followed by & brief character which paints Cawe
thorn in glowing colorss ", . . as a husband, was tender, polite, and
obliging; as a master, humane and solicitous for the welfare of his
servents . « « « He was hospitable and generous, yet an o conomist®
(p. 1082),

Although Cawthorn was a school=master and a clergyman, the reason
for the "Memoirs" appears to have been his work as a poet, critic, and
translator, judging by the bibliography. Although there are no anec=
dotes to substantiate Goodwiﬁ's claims for his ¥irtues, the note on his
déath concludes by mentioning that he had, just before ﬁis death, asked
that Virgil's fifth Eclogue be recited at the next performance by a
company=‘fwhen, alas! it had a peculiar uhexpected propriety" (p. 1082),

The best quality of this biography is its precision; the sixteen hundred
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words are backed up with twenty=four footnotes listing seven sources,
from the family Bible to Cawthorn's personal papers, then in Goodwin's
hands, Most of the notes supply only sources, but one is from the
Magazine editor, to the essay on Stoeles "May we beg a copy of it?

EDIT" (p. 1081).

Thowas Cooke
The five=installment "Anecdotes of Mr, Thomas Cooke, the Poet" .is

potentially the best of the biographies in the Gentleman's Magazine of

the early 1790's, considering the opportunities of the author and the
wealth of information presented, Joseph Mawbey had been a personal
friend of Cooke, as both he and an uncle had belonged to & club with
the poet, and they shared wany friends., The five letters, addressed to
Mr. Urban, published in the December and Supplement issues of 1791 and
January, March, and April issues of 1792, however, are a hodge=podge
of biographical facts, irrelevant anecdotes, generalizations on the
nature of poetry and poets, criticism of other poets, psssns to Mawbey's
friends, criticism of Swedenborg, and celebration of the French Revolu=
tion., Theseirrelevancies are attached to Cooke's life with varying de=
grees of firmness, After quoting Cooke's ridiculd of the Muggletonians,
for instance, Mawbey added, "The more recent doctrines of Swedenborg
appear to be equally reprehensible," and launched into several hundred
words of abuse of the Swedenborgians (GM, 1792, 218), of vhom Cooke hime
self apparently never had heard,

Despite Mawboy's flights into personal opinion, much can be learned

here of Cooke, He quoted.extensively from Cooke's works and common=-place
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book and used the postry as a basis for speculation on his feelings,
Snatches of conversation enliven the articles, as do occasional pere

sonal letters, from and about Cooke, from aCollection of Antient

Letters, NMawbey, while favoring Cooke, did not atitempt to whltewash
him, including adverse quotations from Pope (who put Cooke in the
Dunciad). Nowhere did he say that he was writing from memory, and the
reader can tell what Mawbey's source was for almost every paragraph,
The abundance of sources gave Mawbey more information to deal with than

most Gentleman's lagazine biographers had, and his job must have been

one of seleotion,

The selection is probably fair enoughe=there is an anecdote dige
playing the poet's hasty tongue as well as long quotations from his
verse=~but one could wish for better editing and arrangement., Though
he began conventionally'enough with his subject’s birth and education,
an allusion to Alexander Pope led him into re¢riticism of that poet,
starting, "Allow me, Mr, Urban, to remark, now I sz on the subject of
Pope's conduct, ¢ « o" (GM, 1791, pe1093)s In the next installment,
following a mention of Cooke's opinion of Samuel Johnson, Mawbey ine
serted his own opinion of Johnson aﬁd wrote of his own meeting with
Johnson and the latter's opinion of him, 3ohnaon, it seemed, lumped
Mawbey with George Savile, tbe mention of whom sent Mawbey into a foure
hundred-word tribute, beginning mildly=="I am unwilling to introduce the

name of Sir George Savile in a desul tory account of a poet . o » Without

adding . o +" and ending with the exuberant prophecy that as long as
Englishmen enjoy liberty and love virtue, "they will love the name; and

venerate the memory, of Sir George Savilel" (pp. 1184-85), Another
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irrelevant tribute to someone Mawbey admired occurs in the third ine
stallment, when he told about collecting money to help the widowed
Mra, Cooke, Unexpectedly Mr, Macklin gave him two guineas, an act
that earned him a psean in Cooke's biography. The longest digression
in the "Anecdotes" concerns the French Revolution and is introduced
with a sentence on Cooke's love of libsrty, "If he had lived to this
time, he would have rejoiced extremely at the recent revolution in
France . o +" (GM, 1792, po 30)s This undue speculation on Mawbey's
part is followed by more than sixteen hundred words of Mawbey's own
feelings about the re- wution, all favorable, drawn out so long that
the rumning headline becomes “Reflections on the late revolution in
Eggggg.“ Without these gratuitous comments on poetry and politics, un-
related to Cooke's life, the biography would probably be about half as
long a8 the present twenty thousand words,

Mawbey's use of anecdotes was consistente-if he had i%t, he used it,
relevent or not to Cooke, The first relateé to a production of one of
Cooke's plays, during which one of the audience made a witty reply to
a character on stage; That occasion reminded Mawbey of the time another
member of another audience made & witticism at the expense of James
Thomson; both incidents resulted in laughter at the expense of the
poets, but that is the only relation, The second installment, appearing
ip the Supplement to the yeﬁr 1791, contains three anecdotes, all irre=-
levant twCooke's 1ife. One is introduced in this flimsy manners
"Cooke o « » held the Scots in general cheap « « « o Dr. Johnsom ime-
bibed the same prejudice , . . and the méntion of Johnson's name

reminds me of an anecdote of him, which I had from Garrick . «
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(ps 1183). In the March 1792 installment are two anecdotes, one rele-
vant to Cooke's religion, the other to Lord Chesterfield's deiam,
Mgwbey's selection of anecdotes was on a par with his ability to ar-
range then,

Although most of the "Anecdotes of Mr, Thomas Cooke" is organized
on the basis of his publications, the article seems to have been write
ten as it was being published, In the midile of the third installment,
by which time he had reached 1751 in the listing of publications, Mawe
bey inserted, "I have lately discovered from his common-place book,
that he first came to London in March 1722, then aged about nineteen,"
From a description of the houses Cooke and his family occupied, Mawbey
moved on to his death and the generosity of several friends, Mawbey
among then, ﬁo the dying poet and his wife and childs, Next is an irre-
levant tribute to Macklin, then a paragraph describing the fate of
Cooke's daughter, Elizabeth, whom Mawbey chastised because of her "dige.
graceful connezions." After her death, Mawbey heard she had been ade
mitted to a workhouse "in a state of pregnancy and disease" (GM, 1792,
PPe 28=29)==no concealing of distasteful facts for Mawbey, no matter
how irrelevant to the 1life of Cooke himself, No%t until the last install-
ment, April, 1792, does the reader learn anything of Cooke's father, and
then‘only that he was still living in 1728, That bit is followed by
general comments on Cooke's lack of financial success, including an anec=
dote concerning his recelving money from a friend, who slipped it into
his hand,

remarking at the same tiwe, "that it was very cold;" Cooke

immediately replied, "I am glad to find your hand as warm
as ever," He died a day or two after Christmas, 1756, then
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aged about 550
; (3M, 1792, pe 315)

The juxtaposition of charity and death is startling.
Mawbey himself offered two reasons for writing Cooke's life,
First was public interests "As the publick listens, with avidity, I

believe, to anecdotes of lierary and other memorable characters, I am

induced to send you some of Mr, Thomas_Cooke the poet . « o " (GM,
1791, p. 1090)s Second, private obligations
I flatter myself :with the idea of having discharged a debt
I owed to the memory of one who always fanned my love for
poetry, and sometimes commended the couwpositions of my own,
which I was accustomed at a very early age, from seventeen
to twenty=-three, to send . « « %o your and other lMagazines
e o o If I have interwoven into this account certain politie
cal opinions of my own, « o o »
(GM, 1792, ppe 315=16)
"IFI" Mawbey, it appears, could not even write & conclusion without

some self—advertiaement;

Richard Lovelace
Woliffordiensis" introduced his critical blography of Richard Lovee

lace in the November, 1791,Gentleman's Magazine, although it did not

start until December, The tone is modest and the purpose humbles

As sketches and hints of blography, and critical remarks
upon our English poets, have been, for & long course of years,
favourite subjects of your most invaluable Miscellany, I trust
I shall be perfbrming no disagreeable task by sending you a
series of anecdotes and remarks on many of our English Bards;
particularly those who, %though not the least beautiful, are
the most obsolete,

(GM, 1791, p. 981)

The purpose was consistent, for the last installment, in November, 1792,
began with the author's "faint hopes that (thmugh the channel of your

publicatiom,. which is so much attended to) this elegzant poet may be
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brought to the recollection of the Editors of the Biographia Britannia,

from the first edition of which he seems to be unfairly excluded" (gl,
1792, p. 971). Cliffordiensis's motive then is to give Lovelace the
fame and stature merited by his abilities,

His method was not strict blography,although the first installment
did supply such necessaries as family, birthdate, education (ancestors
or traced back to the time of Edward III). But only a couple hundred
words are devoted to the poet himself before Cliffordiensis reached his
imprisonment at Westminster, during which he wrote "To Althea, From
Prison."

As this 1ittle poem appears to me by far the most beautie

ful composition of its kind in the English language, and as i%
is printed incorrectly in his Poems , , ., you will give room

for the following copy of it.

. (GM, 1791, p. 1095)
In the second installment, in February, 1792, Cliffordiensis d ispensed
quickly with Lovelace's military service in favor of a long description:
of the publication of the first volume of poems, Lucasta, and a verse
quotation from Andrew Marvel on it, Quotations from the voluwe take up
most of the third installment, in the April, 1792 Magszins, which of
lovelace's 1ife has only a quotation from Antony Wood régarding his
poveriy after the second release from prison, the fact that another
historian did not agree with Wood, and Cliffordiensia's agreement with
Wood (gg, 1792, pe 321). The last installment, publis hed seven months
later, in Nowvember, 1792, conesists almost entirely of quotations from
the poet's work and did not even give the date of his death (only that
the second edition of Lucasta, 1659, was published posthumously (p. 971).

To supply the facts of Richard Lowvelace's life, or his character,
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or anecdotes concerning him, was not Oliffordiensis's purpose, despite
the rumnning headlines, for there are few facts and no character or
enecdotes in the four installments. It was, a8 stated in December,
1791, to publicize a poet he considered "deserves a better fate" (p.
1094), and he did that bylong quotations from his poems and occasioml
reliance on the facts of his life, as derived from Wood's Athense
Oxoniensis and Edward Hasted's history. The facts are always less ime

portant to him than the poetry.

Heraldic Writers
Vhat Stauffer calls the "antiquaiian spirit, the desire %o collect
many biographies in a single work," which persisted throughout the
eighteenth century,5 must have inapired a series of short lives of six=
teen writeré on heraldry from "Ferd, Stanley" in May, June, and Septem=
ber, 1792, and a response of corrections to those in November, 1792,
and the addition of five more writers in June 1793, both from "R.D,"
The running headlines are variously "Biography of several Valuable
Heraldic Writers" (G, 1792, p. 417), "Biographical Notices of Eminent
Heraldic Writers" (p. 522), and "Heraldic Notes" (p. 988), but the form
is the same with both contributors,
Stenley began unassumingly:
| It may not be unentertaining, or totally useless to the
curious readers who delight in your Miscellany, to collect
together a short list (even though imperfect) of our old
English writers upon HERALDRY,
(p. 416)

Wood was to be his main source, and the only merit he claimed for his

work was "juxta~position" (p. 416). (Another source is described and
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dated, but Stanley ended, "This book, however . . « I never saw"(p,
446), Thoughtfully, he supplbd the exact volume and page number where
Wood's account of each man could be found,

Most of the biographies tlemselves are leaslthan four hundred
words long, and éven & good writer, which Stanley was not, would find
it hafd to render a men in such & space, One reads in totos

Edmund Boulton, & Paéist, ~published "The Elements of
Armory." London, 1710, Quarto., (Wood's Ath, II.19).
(pe 918)
Moat of them, however, manage %o supply the names of the parents, the
places of schooling, and a longer list of publications, Oocaéional
comment is made on the quality of their work, but there are feéw direct
quotations. Response from the readers is expected: a 1667 book is
mentioned with the question, "Can any of your correspmndents, Mr, Urban,
inform me whether this book is scarce, or where it may be had?" And
later, ‘"I wish to know also where this book may be had" (p. 522), His
owvn failings did not faze him, Randle Holme published a book about
1670, "of which I forget the title" (p, 523). Most of Stanley's sixteen
lives consist of facts and dates and publications, but occasionally they
are amusing. One heraldic writer exasperated him by becoming "so ad=
dicted to astrology, that he scribbled over half the vacant pages of
the Heralds books with its uninttelligible jargon" (p. 524).

By the time of the June issue of the Magazine, Stanley already had
reaponges to his first article from R.D, (the initials were always in
black-letter), who corrected a minor error and suggested other sources,
In July Mr, Dallaway aighed about ths lack of intereat in heraldry in

England, where the "science" began, and in August Samuel Getholl asked
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for a continuation of the series. The continuation came the next
month,. when Stanley modestly wrote he was "almost ashamed to have
obtruded my superficial information in the face of men of research so
much more careful, and opportunities app&ently so much greater" (p.
780), but added four more writers anyway, following four quatrains
he wrote "in a moment of melancholy." Although he continued to quote
Wood, he warned the reader in one éase that Vood seemed "to have some
prejudice” against one writer® (p. 782),

In November, 1792,and June, 1793, Stanley got perhaps more response
than he had bargained for., R.D. contributed not bnly gome small core
rections but added six more heraldic writers to the list, most described
in more detail than Stanley gave. R.D., also used Wood, plus Clem, Walke

er's History of Independency, Peacham's Complete Gentleman, Dugdale's

Baronage, the Biographia Britannis, Anstis's The Black Book of the

Order of the Garter, Fasti, Oxon., and the heraldic writerd- own worka,

Stanley said in his headnote %that the list of heraldic writers
would be neither "unentertaining, or totally useless! to Gentleman's
Magazine readers (GM, 1792, p. 416), and, judging by tl» response, he
was at least read with interest, R,D,'s purpose was more aibitious,

although he did not mention utile or dulce; at the end of his second

letter, as if fearful that Stanley would be miffed by his corrections,
he wrotet

Mr, Stanley, I am persuaded, will pardon the freedom I
take in these strictures, which proceed only from a desire
of conitributing my endeavours towerds renderins the biography
of Heraldic writers as perfect and couplete as possible,
[italics mine/

(GM, 1792, p. 989)
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To ReDe, the words "perfect," "complete," and "biography" seem to be
the operative ones; that blography should be written and that it should
be perfect and complete are his assumptions, and he expects the editors
and the readers to share his beliefs, The value of the knowledge of
these lives in particular, heraldic writers dead before 1700, was also

evidently a shared one, for it was never questioned,

‘ Living English Poets
Considering how the standards of biography had risen and changed
in the eighteenth century, the mind boggles to find this introduction
by "K.2." to the "Biographical List 6f Living English Poets," which ran

in the Gentlemen's Magazine in June, July, and August, 1792,

Since your Magazine is often employed in reviving the
mexory of our deceased poets, it seems to me a proper regard
to the curiosity of future generations to throw together a
few circumstances now known, but which may be otherwise in
future forgotten, of those now living, All the present
merit, therefore, to which this 1list will lay claim, will
be that of juxtas~position; and aiding the memory in compre=
hending at one view the names, situations, and principal
poexs, of our modern poetical writers, In doing this, I
have endeavoured to avoid every thing of %oo private a nature;
every thing improperly minute; end every thing of censure in
ny criticlsms, which are therefore purposely superficial,

Hor have I had the patience to act as a compiler; I heve been
too lazy to turn over books and {itle=-pages; I have entirely
written from my wemory, and may therefors, perhaps, incur the
consure of being frequently %too general, /%talics, except
for the second, miqé? -

(GM, 1792, p. 504)

The blographies ars skimpy=-=ten are in the first installment of some
twelve hundred words==but K.Z,'s memory mﬁst have been good, He supplied
no birth dates, but did give the fawilies, educations, and some publica=

tions of each author, No.enecdotes brighten the articles, but K.Z.'s



221

comments are sometimes crisp, One complete biography readss

John Sargent, Esq., amother man of fortune in Sussex,
has shewn great ingenuity in endeavouring, in his dramatic
poen of The line, %o combine poetry and philosophy, but it
is my decided opinion, that whoever attempts this, attempts
impossibilities,

(p. 505)

K.Z., used the pieces to urge further production; of James Beattie he

inquired, "But why has that inspired voice been so many years closed
in silencef" (pe. 505)s OFf the thirty-four living poets K.Z, mentioned
(and some are only mentioned), he was most enthusasiic about William
Cowper, whose "The Task" he called "a poem so beautiful, so true an
exenplification of the force of that divine art, thateﬁi language fails
we when I attempt to do it justice" (p. 616). But he was short with
the poet most famous in the twentieth century:
Of Burns, the Airshire ploughman, the poems, selected to
attract the notice of' the publick, were certainly eminently
beautiful; but an examination of the other compositions in

his book does not confirm the same degree of admiration,

At the end of the August installment, K.Z. reiterated his own deficie
encies==gome modern writers he did not know of, others he may have for-
gotten=~and there is a wish "that this catalogue may not be considered
as attempting any order,” Then he promised that if the poets received
approval, "the list of Postesses shall follow it" (p. 691).*
Not postesses but an additional two biographies (of the Rev. Joseph

Pott and the Rev, Cartwright) aeppeared in the November,.1792, Gentleman's
Magazine, brought on when K.2, felt obliged to defend his 1ist against

*A letter published in November corrected KeZo==one of the "living

poeta" had diede=but hoped K.Z, would "favour us with a 1list of the
living poetesses" (p. 793),
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an attack by S,H, (p. 876). In that defense he described its worth
and manner of compositions

The List of living Poets . o« o has no claim (I am as
ready as S,H, to allow) ‘o any degree of merit, It was
carelessly and thoughtlessly put together at a moment of
vacancy, when ny long and familiar correspondence with you,
Mr,Urban, induced me in that manner to sport with my pen,

To its superficiality, therefore, and insipidity, I am mos%
willing to agree. « o+ » But the most careful perusal will
enable him to find nothing more there than a catalogus of
names, with just so much of their comnexions, education,

and residence, added to the titles of their principal poems,
ag to identify their persons, and aid the uwerory in; peculiare
izing their characters, That such lists, if well done, are
both useful and entertaining, in assisting the recollection,
in directing the uninformed to elegant amusement, and the
studious to standards of taste, there is no shadow of doubt,

Tt (p. 1005)

That may well be a gentlemanly deprecation of effort, but his slighting

attitude toward "private anecdotes" and "improper minuties " reveal a:
Montaguish feeling that was certéainly not shared by the editor of the
Magazine. "Useful"the list may be, but "entertaining"it - is not, ale
though it is significant that those were K.Z.'s stendards for lives,
In that art, drama, and creaticn of personality were not among his

skills, he did no%t zo beyond his announced goals.*

*The poets K,Z, discuasses, however briocfly, are these: Joseph
Warton, Christopher Anstey, Edward Jerningham, Francis Noel Clarke
Mundy, the Rev. Richard Polwhele, French Leurence, John Hoole, the
Rev, George Crabbe, Dr. John Wolcot, John Bampfylde, Hugh Dowman,
Willier Mason, George Keate, Willlam Hayley, William Cowper, Joseph
Richardscn, Samuel Egerton Brydges, W,L. Bowles, Della Crusca (Mr,
Merry), Thomas Warwick, Robert Burns, James Beatiie, William Jones,
John Sargent, the Rev, William Bagshew Stevens, Thowas Tickell, the
Rev, James Hurdie, lNr. Richards, Bertlie Greathead, the Rev. Mr,
Potter, and the Rev, Joseph Holden Pott,
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John David Michaelis
In March, 1792, five months after the death of John David

Michaelis, the Gentleman's Mazazine published three letters, totaling

just over twenty-four hundred words, inaccurately titled *Memoirs of
Michaelis! on the first page and more accurately "Memoirs and Writinge
of Professor Michaelis" on the next (G¥, 1792, pp. 202-203)s "J.D.,*
author of the first, contributed the most facts, mostly on the doctor's
education (as befits a scholar), posts in various universities, and
honors paid by various academic clubs, including the Royal Soclety. A
brief paragraph on his character concentrates on his ability as a
scholar, and nothing at ali is said of his personal life, More than a
thousand of the sixteen ﬁundred words by J.D. are in a seveniy=~elghte
item bitliography listing Michaelis's works from 1741 to 1787 (pp. 203=
04).

The bibliography is continued, with a few additimal facts on his
travels, in a shorter letter by "Exoniensis," which immediately followed
the first, One sentence: 8uggested some thing of the man: "Till the age
of seventy=four he continued to pursue his studies with the seme spirit.
that animated him at the commencement of his career, and he died full
of years and homour" (p. 205). *M. Green" (a pseudonym John Nichds
used), author of the third letter, added only the named of three translaw
tions of the doctor's works into English and a reference to a letter by
him that appeared in the }Magazine in 1781,

The account of Michaelia was apparently published for the same
reasons &as those of Boerhaave and Burman earlier in the century. The

subject had recently died, his works had been published in England, and
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his recent death gave them news value, The works were held, according
to JJ.D., "in the highest estimation in this country" and he expected
that a 1ife and catalogue would be "thought deserving of a place in
your valuable Miscellany" (p., 202)., None of the three letters has a
direct quotation from the subject or anecdote about him. The only
distinguishing mark of the series is that a full=page engraving of
Michaelis's bust, the face with a queer little smile, is opposite p.
203,

William Budworth

The lead article of the August, 1792, Gentleman's Vagazine

plunged into the middle of the life of the Rev, William Budworth,
which the author, ™,N,," said had been requested "some time ago" (GM,
1792, pe 683)s M.N, had been, evidently, although he did not say so,
a atudent of Budworth at the Brewood grammar school and did not work
from printed sources, He knew his own failingss
I wish I could recover the dates and tle names; but every
one knows with what difficulty these are remembered, there
being nothing in a name, generally speaking, to fix the idea,
Perhaps, however, some other of your correspondents will be -
kind enough %o supply these, together with an account of his
parentage and educatim,
(p. 683)
So M.N, must needs begin with Budworth's troubles with woman,
The first few paragraphs of the letter describe the death of his
wife after childbirth (during which an experiment was tried which, ace
cording %o parish women, dried up her milk) and his unsuccessful attempts

at courting two prospective second wives, The stories of his failures

and the reasons for them are crisply told and unobirusively revelatory
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of the clergyman's character, It was about that time, 1736, according
to Boswell, on information that Nichols gave him, that Samuel Johnson
aepplied %o Budworth for the position of assistant at the achool, He
was refused because Budworth felt Johnson's "paralytick affection®
might make him an object of laughter among the pupils (2322; 1v, kog,
note). But M.N., added that Budworth already employed a curéte and an
usher who could help him in his twolvicarages aa‘well as in the school,
which Johnson, not in orders, could not have done (pe. 684), M.N, did
not contradict Nichols's story (which also appears in Hawkins's blogra=-
phy) but added a more practical reason for Johnson's failure,

The arrangement of the article has no logic. The diffident iniro-
duction is followed by accounts of the two courtships, which are sepa-
rated by the paragraph on Johnson. In the second courtship account is
a guotation from Budworth on the practice of eating blood (he was
againat it), And then there is a paragraph on the apoplectic fit in the
summer of 1744, with the note that he never spoke afterward but with no
mention of his death (which did not occur until 1745)., The remainder of
that letter and all the next, which appeared in the next month's issue,
consisted of a physical description of the man, anecdotes concerning
his abilities, and accounts of his habits, The sketch runs to about
fifty=six hundred words, much of which is in long and sometimes irrele-
vant footnotes,

The virtue of the article is the vividnoss with which the reader
perceives Budworth, proud but bending among friends, desirous of a wife
but unwilling to play "the fond or tender lover,! atern with his students’

but romembered fondly but at least M,N., who wrote, "Methinks I now see
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him; I hear, I feel, those peculiarly striking remerks, those extremely
happy allusions. » " (pe 685)s The second letter is rather better ore
ganized, moﬁing to Budworth's health, love for must, taste for sports,
politics ("I think I could take a good broad sword against the Pretende
er?), and his opinion of Methodists, M.N., however, manages to soften
the latter by describing Budworth's sensitivity in these termas "He
felt the slightest reflection as sensibly as Mr, Pope or Dr. Johnsen,
and, like them, never forgot it" (p. 786). Proud among his parishioners,
who blushed when they met him, he was "dreaded like old Frederick the
First of Prussia’ (p. 187).

Despite the jerky arrangement and the unappealing nature of the
subject, the "femoirs of Mr, Budworth' is one of the most readable of
the blographies of the 1790's in the MagaZine, The anecdotes, even if
not all relevant (one in a footnote is about Bishop Warburton as a
youth), are to the point and revelatory. The style is casual, almost
gosaiﬁy, as if M,N.,, as an old man, were setting down a combinatim of
tribute to & favorite master and snatches of conversation by an arrogant

but respected parish leader,

John Locks

Although there are several allusions to previous Gentlemen's Magae

g}ggéL "H,F.Y," named no specific source for his "Historical Account of
the Locke Family," in vhich almost four hundred words are devoted to
the life of John Locke. The whole letter, of some twenty~six hundred
words, traces the Locke family from the fourteenth century to the

eighteenth, with steadily more detail as H,F,Y, approached his own time,
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There is no indication that the author knew any of the Lockes persone
ally, but his letter is dated from East Brent, which adjoins Looktown,
named for an early family member,

The section on John Locke 1s impersonal and succinct, After cole
lege, he

became secretary %o Sir William Swan, and English envoy to

one of the foreign courts, in 1664; travelled with the Earl

of Northimberland in 1668; began to write his "Essay on

Human Understanding in 1670; made Fellow of the Royal Soclety

in 1671; Secretary of the Presentations under Lord Chancellor

Cowper in 1672, « o &

(G4, 1792, p. 801)

And so on, There is neither character sketch nor anscdote about Locke,
and but one quotation from him, on the occasion of refusing to plead
guilty of libeling the governments "'He had committed no crime, and
therefore should not plead guilty'" (p. 801). Two sentences on his
death and works conclude the paragraph, although nothing 1s said of the
contents of those works or their effects on philosophy.

"The Historical Account of the Locke Family" is an example of the
use of the Magazine as a forum, for it was written in response to an
inquiry from "A.,B." in the June issue on the family and concluded with
a postscript asking how the Rev, William Locke of Burwell was connected
to the family. 4nd an earlier mention of Peter King in the article would

elicit from "Everard" in November a sketch of that man,

Peter King
In a long letter covering several subjects, "Everard" included
about four hundred words on the life of Peter King, scholar, public of-

ficial, peer, and Lord High Chancellor, consisting mainly of his posts
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and publications, The informetion, published in November, 1792, was in
answer to a query from H.F,Y, in September,

The notes are converntional in arrangement and in what they offers
family, birth, study, publications, and various posts of public service,
The only individualizing note is that the study was carried on during
his leisure time, "so that he became an excellent acholar before the
world suspected any such thing" (GM, 1792, p. 997). His character ;s
not described specifically, but cen be guessed from the fact about his
study and the note that he took the advice of John Locke, a relative,
to study law, by which profession he wade his name,

Locke left King his 1ibfary-and that is the only personal informae
tion we are given. There is no room for anecdote or quotation; or per=

haps there was no knowledge &f them, Everard did not name his source.

Thomas Wright
The life of a mathematician was the first blography in the Genilee

man's Magazine in 1793, and for no other reason than that no one before

had "attempted to save from oblivion the memory of Mr. Thomas Wright"
(GK, 1793, p. 9)» "A.M.R.," the author, who remained anonymous until
the last. installment,in March, claimed to have "authatic anecdotes of
this singular character, collected from his own notebooks and manuscripts"
(p. 9) but did not claim to have known him, although Wright had died in
1786, just seven years before, |

The promised "anecdotes" did not appear, howevef, and the arrange=
ment of the life is conventiomls family, birth, schooling. and inde~

pendent study, apprenticeship snd its failure, trial at seamanship (he
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was seasick), and the opsning of a school of mathematics, The account
of his youth, before he became successful, is the best part of the
life==his failure to persuade a clergyman's daughter to run away with
hiw, his bad luck in producing an almanac for 1732 (too late to be
printed for that year), his gathering nine hundred subscribers for an
almanac for 1733 and belief that his fortune was made, "Under those
visiorary hopes, his steps were light, and with an exulting heart hé
presented his work to the Company of Stationers," which "regarded his
subscription with a jealous eye" and refused to deal with him (p. 9).
Not until a former enemy, & clergyman, became his friend did Wright
have leisure to write and invwent and meet people who furthered his
career,

From that point on, the 1ife is a list of his publications, invenw
tions, and wealthy friends who offered their hospitality., Lengthy foote
notes explain his inventions and detail his visita, There is a short
formel character at the end of the second installment, in February, not
substantiated by examples; bstter evidence of his character is in the

fact that he continued his studies even while visiting "illustrious per=
gonages" and rejected an offer froﬁ the Czarina of Rusaia to teach there
for thrée hundred pounds a year (p. 12), The character given him is not
wholly favorable, mentloning stiff manners and eccentric notions (pe
127)e Of his personal 1life or habits there is nothing except an alluw
sion to a natural daughter who survived him (p. 127).

Faving saved Wright from oblivion, A.M.R. closed with a description
of his house, which showed his "wildness of fancy" (p. 127). In the .

early parts of the biography there is evidence of an attempt at "fine
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writing," but most of the letters are a straightforward account., A

full=page portrait precedes the articles,

Sarah Steer

What purports to be "The 1ife and character of Sarah Steer, of
Epsom® turns out to be a ietter opposing English Poor Laws on the
grounds that the state does not have the right to "forestall and con=
troul the charity of its people" (GM, 1793, p. 27).

Sarah Steer, a widow who had died the month before publication of
the letter in the January, 1793 issue, is used to prove the author's
contention that the poor should be left to the voluntary charity of
individuals, Of the events in Mrs, Steer's life we learn only that
she spent her 1life in Epsom and that her husband *did not outlive his
ability to labour"and that as a young woman she had held in her arms
the king (Frederick's household had been for a while in Epsom during
George III's childhood). But that latter fact is tucked at the end
as an afterthought, Of her character we learn "she lad a virtuous
pride, that restrained her from ... soliciting parochial aid ”(p. 7.
Fortunately, shehad benefactors to provide food and clothing for her, .
one of whom gave her dinner and supper daily.

"J.B.," author of the article on Mrs., Steor, apparentlly kmew her, as
his letter'is dated from Epsom, But his subject, despite his humble
Introductionw

You have not, I believe, often been asked to admit an

account of the death of a mere pauper into your obituary.
Permit me to hope, however ., « « »
(p. 26)

vwvas not the woman, but the Poor Laws, and his interest was in what her
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history could do to bring about abolishment of them, J.B, probably
erred in thinking that all poor old widows would be as fortunate as

Mrs, Steer, -

William Aiton
"Kewensis" began the "Biographical Anecdotes of the late Mr,

Mton," published in May, 1793, with praise for the Gentlemen's Maga=

2ine obituary section, which "must be extremely beneficial to the cause
of virtue," pointing out that "when a man's conduct is just he prospers"
Gk, 1793, o 389). |

Such a man, presumably, was William Aiton (whose first name is not
mentioned in the article), superintendent first of the botanic garden
at Kew and later of the pleasure and kitchen garden there, under royal
patronage, Pattern of the article is ordinary:s birth, botanical study,
appdintments, publication of a catalogue of the Kew garden, death, chare
acter, and burial, all in some one thousand words, Although Kewensis |
did not say so, it is probable that he was acquainted with his subject,
for there is nothing in the letter detrimental to Aiton's reputation or
critical of his personality. The whole almost amounts to a panegyric
of the subject and of the king, who, "with his usual attention and be-
nignity to his faithful servants," appointed Aiton's son to succeed hinm.
Beyond the existence of the son, ihree daughters, and a widow, Kewensis
told nothing of his personal life,

The purpose of the letter was apparently to preserve Aiton's memory.
A notice of his death lad appeared in the February issue, but Kewensis

felt "his life was too valuable to be consigned to the short ennal
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usually appropriated to the memory of insignificent men.," Therefore
| he hoped the editor would inseri in the "valuable }iscellsny a few
enecdotes relating to so good, and in consequence, so useful a charace
ter” (p. 389)s The purpose is laudable, but it is hard to see how a
1life in so vague terms could be efficacious, The moat interesting
quality of that paragraph, in contrast to the biographies of the 1740's,
is its open admission that the subject was insignificant and that the
purpogse of the article was to preserve his .memory rather than to satige

fy curiosity.

" Te Jeffreys

The "Anecdotes of Mr, Jeffreys,? contributed by "J,C." to the
May, 1793, Vagazine, contains no anecaotes and not much iife. Jeffreys's
claim to fame seems to have been that he was a "traveler for subscripe
tions for a book which he intended publishing" and, indeed, for which
he had "the signatures of more than 14,000 persons, wany of them people
of eminence and distinction" (GM, 1793, p. 404). But btefore publice=
tion (perhaps before writing) Jeffreys died of a fever in April, 1793,

J«Ce ovidently was a friend of the prospective author, for his
papers came into his hands, "and from these the hasty sketch that fole
lows is collected." A footnote from the editor added that information
had been added from papers Jeffreys himself had given the Magazine for
that :purpose (GM, 1793, p. 404), The life is short, about eight hun=
dred words, and concentrates on'Jeffreys’a {ravels and plana to write,
Jeffreys may have been something of a hoax, for J,C, found no notes for

eilther of the two advertlsed works among his papers; and in one set of
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' proposals, he called himself a member of "the honourable Cymmrodorion
and Gwyneddigion Societies of Antient Britons" (p. 404). But the
character J,C, wrote 1s sympathetic and nothihg adverse is said, The
only personal bit afforded is a quotation from the subject on the good
effects of rewarding wit and genius,

The plece was written to satisfy the curiosity of J. Henn, who

had written the Magazine in August and October (ppe. 681 and 910) in=
quiring about Jeffreys.

Henry Miles and Humphrey Ditton
"LeB.S.," indignant that a historian of the village of Tooting

would omit mention of Dr, Henry Miles (a review of The Environs of

London had teen published in the May Gentleman's Magazine), wrote fbr

the June, 1793, issue & notice of him, "It was not to be expected,
perhaps, in thia present state of parties, " he wrote coldly, "that a
clergyman of the Church of England should pay much attention to a man
whom he would consider as a sectary, However, Dr, Milea's fame stands
on superior grounds to any party attashments® (GM, 1793, p. 497).
L.B.S. was obviously sympathetic to Dr. Miles, and the short life
contains ho adverse reflection on him, Dr, Miles was dlstinguished by
his lack of 1liberal education as a youth and his "adapting himself to
a lifeof study" until being elected minister of tﬁe Tooting Dissenters
in 1726, A quétation from Thomas Birch praises Miles's help on an edi=
tion of Boyle's works, but thsre are no quotations from the doctor hime
sel £, nor any mention of his own works, The end of the biography dew-~

parts somewhat from thewsual pattern: mention of his marriage comes
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after his character, and his death follows both, The pralse in the
character section is not substantiated by quotation or incident (p.
497).

To the notes on Miles L.B.S. appended two paragraphs of a letter
from Richard Horton on Hortm's father=in-law, Humphrey Ditton, a late
seventeenth-century mathematician, The first paragraph: covers Ditton's
birth, family, religion, and relations; the second, his ill health,
preaching, appointment as a mathematics professor, and pubtlications
(mentioned, not named), His character is not described., In so shor{

a space, of course, thers is no attempt to individuvalize Ditton; the
purpose was to memorialize him,

Neither of these short biographies, totaling about nirs hundred
words, shows any indication that it was written by an acquaintance of
the subject, although the former could have been and the latter probably
was, It was the antiquarian rather than the creative impulse that ine

spired them both,

Dr. Hemry Felton
The preface, by his son, to a volume of sermons published in 1748
was the source of the information in "Biographical Memoirs of Dr,. Henry

Felton," submitted to the June, 1793 Gentleman's Magazine by "J,N,,"

initials used by editor John Nichola, The total article is more than
twelve hundred words long, including almost four hundred words of a
character skefch quoted directly from the son® s work, which notes no
faults in Felton,

The factual part of the biography, in one long paragraph, consists
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mainly of a 1ist of his publicafions (with such titles as "The Common
People Taught to défend their Communion with the Church of England
against the Attempts end Insinuations of Popish Emissaries®) (GM, 1793,
Pe 507)s Possibly because of the source, the article is rich in detail
(although not of the sort that would make the wan come alive to the
reader): Felton studied at Westminis ter under Dr, Shirley, at the
Charter=house under Dr, Walker, and at Oxford under Dr. Mills, late;
Bishop of Waterford. The precise dates of his degrees énd publications
are also given, The section on his death is comparatively long, begine
ning with the rheumatic disorder and ending with the place of burial
and his wish that there be no epitaph,

Despite his many publications there are no quotations from any of
them (of course, the original was a preface to a volume of sermons, so
it would have been redundant to quote them there). Nor are there illus=
trations of the manners, breeding, sense, and charity the son and J.N,
claimed for him in the character, The only part approaching a personal
glimpse of the man is that describing his preparation for death, which
began with a "defluxion'and fever,

He was very sensible of his approaching change, wmade the necea=
sary preparation for it, and behaved, under his long and painw
ful sickness, with the resignation and piety becoming a
Christian. ¢« « »
(GM, 1793, p. 507)
In publlishing the 1ife of Felton, Nichols was not only fulfilliné his
concept of the Magazine as an antiquarien repository, but also, he felt,
adding contemporary biographies for the benefit of the future, The

headnote mentioned queriesfrom correspondents (althoﬁgh Felton had died

more* than half a century before, in 1739) and said the article "may
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poasibly auggest some hints to the editors of the Bilographia Bri=

tannia; whose Fifth Volume, I am heppy to inform you, is on the eve

of publication" (p. 506).

Dr, Ralph Bathurst

The "Biographical Anecdotes of Dr. Ralph Bathurst," an abridge=-
ment of the life written about 1763 by Thomas Warton, has really no
anecdotes at all, Except for tle introduction, which went off on a
tangent concerning other clerical deans who had bsen doctors, it was
conventional in order: birth and degrees in two sentences, medical
practice, clerical appointments, marriage, writing atyle, death, and
epitaphe A proper character is missing, but the information is ine-
serted throughout the article,

The contributor, J. Crane, included no anecdotes of Bathurste=per-
haps there were none in the originale-~but several quotations from him
on - why he turned to medicine (no matter what happened in the Civil
War, he could "get a tolerable livelihood) and three Latin passages (one
an epigram on an execution) (GM, 1793, p. 590). There are several items
relating to his medical practice, including his membership in the mest-
inga that became the Royal Society. Euwphasis in the article is on Bat=
hurst's variety of talents: he was not only a physician but also a
philosopher and classical scholar, in addition to returning to clerical
posts late in life, The blography. closes with the precise cause of
his death (broken thigh bone), his burial and epitaph, and the remark
that he was not the only Dean of Wells %o be a practicing physician
(pe 592).

The approximately eighteen hundred words of tle sketch give a
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better idea of the subject than other, longer articles, despite the
Tack of anecdotes, The virtues listed are not substantiated with
examples but occasionally with facts, as in this cases
The doctor was remarkably fond of the company of young
men, which is no uncommon case; but that young men should
eagerly court his is & proof of his amiable and chearful
disposition, .
(pe 591)
And there is a testimonial from a recently deceased earl, who recalled
"being charmed with Dr, Bathurst's conversations" (p. 591). Such proofs
make the generalizations more palatable,
There vas no apparent reason for the publication of Bathurst's
biography at that time, when he had been dead eighty~nine years. J.
Crane, a resident of Wells, only supposed that "an abridged account of

this celebrated dean may be acceptable to some of yur readers who have

not seen Mr, Warton's publication" (p. 590).

John Oakmaﬁ
The recent death of John Oskman proumpted H, Lemoine to write a
short (about five hundred words) "Cheracter of Jolm Oakmen" for the

December, 1793, Gentleman's iMacazine, It is notable for being one of

the very few to admit (though without details or anecdotes) that the
subject was not only less than but novhere near perfect, Oakman's ap=
prenticeship to an engraver did not work out because "the volatility
of his dispositinn led him into so many follies that his master was
glad to get clear of him"; by that time, however, Oakman had seduced
his daughter., For a timeiOskman was a partner of a'man who died "in an

accidental scuffle after a midnight debauch" (GY, 1793, p. 1080), Dur-
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ing his travels in England and Wales, the "droll situations into
vhich his misconduct had led him made him an entertaining narrative
companion" (p. 1081). One wishes for details of those "droll situa=
tions,"

Lémoine made no claim to have known Oakman personally, although

it is possible he did, judging by a detail of his death, "at his sise
| ter's a butcher's shop, in King-street, in Westminster" (p., 1081), Bew
sides that, however, there is nothing on his family and litile on his
edult life beyond the mmmes of six of his many pot=boiler novelas (one
about & Negro he met in the Liverpool jail), Lewmoine believed Oakman
should be chiefly remembered for his collections of popular songs,
which were the pop songs of the resortas.

The author, who called himself in the first paragraph "solicitous
to preserve the memory of ingenious though indigent merit, however the
talents sy have been misapplied," believed it was for those contribue
tions to the public entertaimment that Oakman, "one of the improvident
sons of the Muses," deserved a place in the Marazine (p., 1080), There
is, needleas to sa&, no wention here of imitating the subject's quali-

tles,

Bern#rd Gilpin
*Hemoirs of Bernerd Gilpin" is in sharp contrast to the sketch of
Oakman, which it follows immediately in the December, 1793, Magazine,
being the life of‘a sixteenth=century Catholio-turned—Anglican clergy-
man famous for his good works. The article (not in the form of a letter

but signed "W,P,") differs from the other btiographies in the 1790's in
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that the subject's character follows his birth and family and in that
three anecdotes and a death scene substentiate what is said of him,

The article is, as the editor said, "accompanied with an elegant Pore
trait" (opposite p. 1081).

W.P, did not give the source of his information, except to say
"the bishop of Chicester hath preserved a aﬁory of him in his infancy,
which will shew how early he could discern not only the immorality, but
the indecorum, of an action® (p., 1081), The incident is his noticing,
as a child, that a man could preach against drunkenness after being
drunk the night before. "Incidents of this kind soon discovered the
gseriousness of his disposition, and gave his pérents an early presage
of his future piety" (p., 1081). This is one of the few biographies in
the Magazine with information on the subject's childhood, including even
a direct quotation from him (through, of course, the biskop)s, It is
reminiscent of the childhood incidents in the old saints® lives that
were supposed to demonstrate that the saintliness was evident in the
cradle, The other anecdotes are more credible, occurring in Gilpin's
adulthood==one on a sermon he made at court when the king was absent,
another on the theft of his horses (he was so good that thq thief, on
learning the horses were Gilpin's, returned them) (p. 1082), Gilpin's
decline and pious death take up almost four hundred of the some twelve
hundred words of the article, The effect on the reader was probably
supposed to te the same as the effect on those who were called to the
rector's ted to hear his final admonitions.

The "Biographical Anecdotes of Bernard Gilpin" is the closest .

article to a saint's 1ife in the Magazine of the early 1790's. 4s such
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the appeal is in the demonstiration of a good life attained despite the
disadvantage of being a younger son and despite the "load of calummy,

ingratitude, and illeusage, vwith which hs undesorvedly met" (p. 1082),

The latter phrase arouses curiosity, for absolutely nothing adverse is
told of Gilpin that might arous such strong feelings. The bias of
W.P, is wholly pro=Gilpin, and the effect of the article is more that

of a saint's life than that of the rendeiing of a man,

Robert Parsons

A query from "B," in the December, 1793, Gentleman's Macazine

prompted "P," in May, 1794 to send a "few particulars" of the "History
of Parsons the Jesuit," totaling about six hundred words, The informa=
tion P, sent is almost wholly impersonal, probably because hls source

was the Athense Oxoniensis, where he referred his reader for more facts.

Another correspondent also responded to B.'s query, for an editor's
note said that a portrait had been received (and was published opposite
the opening of the letter).

The impersonality of the source is reflected in these "particulars,"
vwhich include family, birth, education, posts, travels, and death, but
no character sketchs The whole is one long paragraph, artlessly writ-
ten, with no anecdotes or quotétions. Neither good nor bad qualities
are mentioned unless virtue is seen in the statement that the young
Robert early gave "proofs of a great genius" (GM, 1794, p. 409), or vice
mey be deduced frétn the fact that he resigned his fellowship at Oxford
in 1574, "as some authors say, to prevent expulsion" (p, 409), It is

possible, although P, did not say so, that Parsons was beginning to lean
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toward Catholicism and could not hold his fellowship, for the next
year he entered the Society of Jesus at Rome, Ambition on Parsons's
part may be read into the fact that, after traveling in Spain, he re-
turned %o Rome, "in hopes of obtaining a cardinal's cap; but being dis=
appointed of his wish, he died through grief, 1597" (p. 410),

The 1life of the Catholic convert, unlike that of Philip Howard in
March, 1791, is, although not exactly unfriendly, decidedly objective
and without warmth, The only purpose seems to have been to answer the

query of B. five months before,

Robert Blair
The :small amount 6f information on Robert Blair submitted by

"B,A." to the June, 1794 Gentleman's Magazine is derived wholly from

notes in the Life of Johnson by Boswell and a short account by Henry

Lemoine that had appeared in a 1790 rendering of "The Grave" into
rhyme by Lemoine, The account, in the fofm of a letter, is &8 much an
attempt to pry more Information from others as it is an answer to "An
ignorant Cockney," for BA, had doubts about Lemoine's facts,

The Maggzino'lettér conesists of a long quotation from Boswell, in=
.cluding an adverse comment from Johnson on "The Grave" and mention of
other comment and two editions, Lemoine's éécouﬁi, aﬁparently quoted
in its entirety, supplied the uaual information, birth, education,
poats,land death, whichLemoine said was "all /he/ could gather from the
most diligent enquiry." B.A., however, ﬁas not satisfied, and wished
to see a letter named és a source, He pointed out too that the pube~

lishers of the poem might have some "anecdotes" on the author and that
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®there must be several persons alive who have it in their power . .
to gratify curiosity relative to a poet of such merit." And he hoped
his letter might attract to the Magazine such information,

This sketch of Blair differs froam othor biographies in that abso=-
lutely nothing is said of the mals character, T. B.A., Lomoine, and
Johnson, the only part of Blair's life with.any importance was his
writing "The Grave," so that much of the seven hundred vords is con=
cerned with criticisms, editions, end re-writings of it. B,A, did
show, however, proper biographical spirit in asking for anecdotes from
readera,

Lemoine's response, in the October, 1794,'Ma azine, explained that
his information caeme from papers he bought at a sale of the library of
Thome s Dawson, which included papers in the he nd of John Jones, a
chaplain at Walwyn, Some of {..2 letters had elready appeared in the
Magazine through a correspondent who called himself "Eugenio® (encther
of Nichols's pseudonyms). And Semuel Johneon was known to have used

the papers,

John VWilllems
Although the letter from "R.R, et P," in the June, 1794, Gentle=

man's Magazine is fifteen hundred words léng, only'about four hundred

deal with thefirst subject, Archbishop John Williams of York. <The rest
of theAletter consiste in "a curious leéterf from the antiquary Rohert
Vaughan and information on‘the letter.,

The biography of Williams is one of the shortest in the Magazine

(with the' exception of the lists of poets and heraldic writers), and
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much of the space 1s taken by the Latin inscripiion on his gravestone,
In four sentences R,R, et P, moved from Williams's father and birth to
his death, with phrase~long stops at his birth and appointments to four
eplscopal posts. Nothing in the éentences suggests the character or
personal ity of the man, and the whole letter seeuws to have been hastily
put together: the birth date is given as 1582 and the death date as
1794, although the épitaph says the death was in 1659, a more likely
date (GM, 1794, p. 515)e The long epitaph, which, if it may be believed,
told more of Williams than the text, is attributed to Joseph Hackett,
whose life of Williams was R,R. et P,'s source,

No reason for the writing of the life or its publication was given,
only that "a few particulars respecting so distinguished & character in
his time as Dr, John Wiliiams, Archbishop of York, may not be unaccepte
able to some of your numerous reeders" (p. 515). The man had then been
dead one hundred and forty-four years; it was probably R.R., et P,'s and

Nichola's entiquarian spirits that produced thié memorial,

Robert Fludd
Henry Lemoine gave no reason for his brief biography of Dr. Robert
Fludd, seventeenth-century physician, author, and Rosicrucian philoso=-

her, and its publication in the June, 1794 Gentleman's Magezine was pro=

bably a result of Nichols's desire to preserve and publish every fact he
got his-hands on, It is another of those biographies in which nothing
is given but alisting of the subject's places of schooling and an ac~
count of his career,

Even through the flat statemwents of Lemoine, however, one can see
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that Fludd's 1ife might have been material for an interesting bilography.
Lemoine identified him as "an author of a very peculiar cast" but did
not explain what that meant. He was called a "very volum inous authe
or," but none of the works were listed or quoted, He was "in great
reputation for his reputed medical capacity," but we do not learn why
Lemoine called it a "reputed" ability. The autlor seemed to lack faith
in his own subject: "The celebrated Gassendus had a controversy with
him; which shews, at leest, that he was not considered in his day as
an insignificant writer" (CM, 1794, p. 531).

Lemoine's sources were probably Athense Oxoniensis and James

Granger's Biographicel History, to both of which he referred, In Fludd's

major work, according to Granger, were "'some very singular prints,
which are only to be understood by a second-sighted adept'" (p. 531).
The reader longs for an explanation of these singular printe, or at
least a description of them, Facts are supplied in this sketch, but

they serve more to whet the curiosity than to satisfy it,

The Stacpooles

"D H," contributed in August, 1794, "the inscriptions on three
'prints“ which he saw in the possession of lr, Throsby of Leicester,
The first subject was the most distant of those of the biographies con=
sidered from the 1790's, having lived in the eleventh ceniury; the secw
ond and third were of the eighteenth centuy,.

Thefirst inscription dealt as much with the whole Stacpoole line
&8 with any one individual, The first was Richard, knighted by William

the Conqueror, and his line vas traced down to the eighteenth century,
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48 important to D.H, as the persons involved is the fate of the estate,
vhich was at the time of writing the property of the son of one Pryse
Campbell (relation to the Stacpooles not stated) (GM, 1794, pp. 715-16).
The second inscription dealt wholly with John Stacpoole, a descendant
of the Irish branch, who had died in 1771, Nothing is given of his
life, beyond that it lasted ninety~seven years, but much of his charace
ter, kind and generous though econouwical, His character is illuminatéd
with two coﬁplets on the fact that if virtue makes for immoriality,
"he had 'scap'd the grave" (p. 176). The last inscription dealt! with
Philip Glover, "a steadydisinterested friend, who never courted popular=
ity, but was ever deserving of it." And that is all,

The three inscriotions were copied and sutmitted by D,H., simply
for the sake of preservaﬁion, and it is by coincidence rather than de=
sign that two of them have to do with the preservation of a family

history of a life,

Thomag Strong
The 1life of Thomas Strong, antiquarian, 1736-94, is chronicled

briefly in the last monthly Gentleman's Magazine of 1794 by "J,C.,"

a friend for many years, His birth, education, and profession get
short shrift, and his ancestry none at all:s the importance of Strong
was his antiquarian avocation, not his legal vocation, .

Despite the brevity of the sketch, some three hundred words--thére
is no list of his lublications, as he never published, no anecdotes, no
quotations~~the reader perceives a real emotion on the part of J.C.

and a real desire to preserve the memory of his friend. "Such unaffected
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mamers and goodness of heart are but rarely to be met with as were
united in him" (GM, 179%, p. 1108), Though his virtues are not sub=
stantiated by example, there is no doubting J.C.'s sincerity, The

only reason for the sketch is to pay tribute to his friend "as I wish

to do justice to his memory" (p. 1107).



CHAPTER SIX
BETWEEN THE 1740'S AND THE 1790'S: SUMMARY OF CHANGES

The qualities of biography as & genre, as noted by commentators,
changed somewhat between the 1740's and the 1790's, Truth remained
the most important standard, although its meaning expanded in two
directions: first, not only was a blographer expected to record the
public events of his subjpet's life, but he was also expected to render
en accurate idea of him; second, more emphasis was placed on ascertaine
ing and preserving every personel detail, from ancestry to habits, that

the biographer could assemble,

Changes in Criticism and Viriting

The materials of the biographer expanded also, Letters were used
in at least one major biography of the 1740's, Middletons' Life of
Cicero, but by the end of the century there was an epistolary deluge.
Use of such material concerning a contemporary was popularized by
Mason's Gray, 1775, ard by the 1790's, the practice of reading other

people's mail had so increased thet the Gentleman's Kagazine readers

frequently contributed letters of well=known persons, with or without
comment, although they were not often included in the biogrephies,
Then as now, critlcs and readers bickered over the propriety of pube

lishing the vices or intimate details of famous and respected subjects,

247
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with the Mre, Montagus in the wminority.

A reason for the increase in contro;er: over the proper biographie
cal materials was that more such materials were available, since biogra-
phers were tending to write about contemporaries rather than reaching
twenty, a Hundred, or seventeen hundred and fifty years back for'aub-
jects, MNiddleton made his name with Cicero, Boswell his with Johnson,
More was known, more was remembered by others, and more was preservedee
the average biographer of the 1790's had a .greater wealth of sources

than he of the 1740%s., The Gentlemen's Magazine of the latter decade,

of course, had published biographies of persons only recently dead,
but they were usually foreigners such as Boerhaave and Barretier) and
only ptinted sources were used by the authors,

"Truth" was still the standard, but its meaning was fidelity to
the whole idea of a man as well as to details, "Vigorniensis" in a

letter published in the 1790 Gentleman's Magazine praised the publica=

tion of men's letters, partly "on account of their authenticity" (Gl,
1790, pe 1063)* and the Rev, Thomas Adam in 1795 wrote of the "fideli=
ty" with which Johnson had been described by Boswell.' Although
readers! desire for truth was often satisfied by truthful details or
faithful relation of the events of a subject's life, something more

vas wanted, a rendering of the totality of the subject, Two reviews

of Boswell's Journal illustrate that desire, "The Doctor's conversation
e o o 18 here retalled with wonderful accuracy and minuteness. It is

a true picture of the man and his manners o o o" (MR, 1786, pe 281),

*"Authenticity" of his Life was a standard for Bosvwell, as he told
the Rt, Rev. Thomas Percy in a letter 9 April 1790 (Letters, II, 294),



2ho
Samuel Badcock, author of that review, apparently believed that an
accurate picture of the whole man could be conveyed through details

sufficient in number and accuracy. The Gentleman's Magazine review,

although agreeing with the objective of the book, did not agree that
the Journal was successfuls
In the beginning of the book we find an elaborate character
of Dr. Johnson, which, though minutely particular in its
descriptions, most of which are perhaps correct and true,
yet seems %o us, when collec t'ively ieken, %o want some
general distinguishing trait, which may enable the reader
to form a just and determinate idea of his character , .
e o W8 will venture to remark, that the character drawn in
the present performance does not give an entire and adequate
idea of Dr, Johnson.
(9_1:2, 1785, p. 889)
To give an "idea' of Samuel Johnson in the Life was the announced goal
of Boswell, who believed his subject would be "seen in this work more
completely than any man who has ever yet lived" (Life, I, 30). Whether
or not critics agreed on his success, Boswellls goal was approved as a

proper one for biographers of the 1790's,

From the biographies in the Gentleman's Magazine of the 1790's,

the reader rarely grasps an idea of the subject, although he certainly
cannot complain about lack of facts, Unfortunately, except in rare
cases, the facts are either matters of public record or those submitted
by friends of the'aubject; thelpendulum swings only from pedantry to
panegyric, Although many of the subjects were conteuwporary, there are
few of the details and anecdotes that could make tlrem come alive, The
kind of truth tha£ lagazine readers obtained tended %o be pedantic re-
citation of appointments and publicetions, an occasional anecdote which

might or might not bve revelatory of character, or the objective truth
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derived from personal letters (objective because the letters were usu=
ally printed without comment) or frow transeriptims of epitaphs (always
laudatory).

Oritical feeling by the 1790%'s was generally in favor of publica=
tion of anecdotes and details, with or without generalizations %o make
them meaningful to the reader, An exception was *Pro me," a Magazine
" correspondent who accused the Journal of "triviality" because of the
abundance of anecdote; but even he admitted that anecdote was what
"the present gossiping age is so inquisitive after" (GM, 1786, pp,

386=87)¢ In the sawe year, the Monthly Review complained that Mrs,

Piozzi's work did not have enough anecdotes or details of Samuel Johne
son (MR, 1786, p. 385), as though readers of biographies were justified
in expecting them, Even a collection of anecdotes of Peter the Great,
without a chronologicel thread, had value because they illustrated his
character (MR, 1789, p. 131)s "Vigorniensis," in his introduction to
two letters in the 1790 Magazine, seid he had

received wmuch pleasure and much information from you enter

taining Miscellany; particularly from those parts of it which

contain anecdotes of men, eminent elther for literature, or

for the situations they had filled in soclety,

(ﬂ’f’ 1790, pe 1063)

"Information" was to him seemingly a value in itself, not necessarily

related to morals or modes of living (that is, this is not the old utile~

dulce theme), Of details, the Monthly Reviéw review of Life of Johnson

ended, "Give us all" (MR, 1792, p. 4), and in the same year another
review lemented the lack of "more personal :information® in a hiogfaphy
of John Jortin(MR, 1792, p. #13). The reader of a biography, by the

1790's, had come to expect & certain amount of detail and anecdote, and
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he was put out if they were not supplied, By 1795 there was published

a book called A Dissertation on Anecdotes, the reviewsr of which de=-

voted little space to the author's defense of them and much to his
own disparagement., In history, the latter wrote, anecdote is but "a
mass of gossip, scandal, and improbability, which & grave and sensible
historian would be ashamed of" (Glf, 1793, p. 1120); the effect of anec~
dote on biography, he said, is to blow it up "like some meat, to give
it an appearance of solidity and substance, but in reality Zﬁé? tend
to sink it sooner into disgusting decay" (p. 1121). The bias of that
reviewer was toward history, where he felt anscdotes had no place ex=
cept perhaps in notes; the objection seeus to be that anecdotes were
go easily misused by writers with axes to grind that a truwe historian
would not use them at all, as they had no relation to a larger scheme,
"Relation to a larger scheme" was a demand that readers and writers
of anecdotes in the Magazine rarely made, however, and the columns af
the end of the century were full of letters beginning as this one did:
Mr. URBAN, The late Sir John éoodricke, bart, who died
in the year 1789, used to relate an snecdote of Oliver Crome
well, told him when a boy by a very old woman, « « «
(GM, 1791, p.200)
The enecdote concerned Cromwell's hatit of praying every night on his
ﬁnees for a long period, bui nothing is said about the piety the story
might prove, Rather, the rest of the letter gave the history of fg;
"very oid woman" and added that although the house since had been
torn down, the floor of {the room where Cromwell lay was saved, Perhaps

the birth, death, and marriage of the old woman lent "authenticity" to

the whole story.
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Anecdotes appeared occasionally in obituarles, as in that of
Henry Eaton (GM, 1790, p. 672), although not as often as the title
of the obituary section, "Obituaries of Considerable Persons, with
Biographical Anecdotes," implied. The anecdotés published in the
Vagazine almost always concern famous persons, and John Nichole pro-
bably thought of them as materials for futufe biographera, Thus the
magazine itself did not have to give any raison d'etre for them, For
instance, a person signing himsel? "F¥13' contributed in 1791 a Samuel
Johnson anecdote told him by & divine, in which Johnson, having been
refused an audience with Lord Chesterfield, cqmplained to Robert
Dodsley that he had been "only gilding & rotten post" (Gi, 1794, p. 18),
In this case, the sminence of Johnson was sufficient reason to publish
e story about hin,

Letters asking for or supplying details about the famous also

abounded in the Genileman's lagazine, and readers o6ften sent in letters

to, from, or about famous persons, for no other apparent reason than
that they had fallen into their hands and should be shared, For
example, in June, 1791, "Philologus" requested a biography of kr,
Upton, prebendary of Rochester, disappointed that "amidst the biogra=
bhical entertainments of this curious and communicative age" no one
had written of him (G¥, 1790, p. 613). Only three wonths later, John
Beckley wrote in with a short account of Upton's career and publicas:
tions (GM, 1790, 792-93), Facts or biographies were requested on such
figures as T, Jeffreys (GM, 1791, p. 910), John Ross. (GM, 1791, p.
980), Admiral Carter (GM, 1792, p. 409), and "Dog" Smith (G, 1792,
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Pe 328)s Although those queries and many more in the seme period
were on specific persons, the compilers of a history of Cumberland
wrote the lagazine in 1792 asldng for unpublished biographical anec=-
dotes of any native of that county.
Though, Mr, Urban, these enquiries may seem local and par=
tial, it is for the general interest of good learning and
good manners that due notice should everywhere be taken of
men of worth,
(aM, 1792, p. 1073)
That letter appeared in the December issue; by the time the Supple~
ment to the year came out, an answer had been received (GM, 1792,
p. 1100),

More evidence of Gentleman's Magazine readers! interest in detail

is the number of lettére written to correct facts or impressions left
by the articles,s A long obituary of John Howard, Dissenter, Member
of Parliament, philanthropist, eppeared in the March, 1790, Magazine,
and in April were published a series of corrections and additions in
five indignant lettors on the first few pages of the issue, Correc~
tions of obituaries were most common (for instance, on Williem Sellon,
GM, 1790, 994, and on William Stanger, GM, 1790, p. 999), but when the

Life 6 Johnson was published the Magazine was regarded as the natural

place to correct Boswell's slips. The very first mention of the Life
in the Magazine was in & letter from "N.N,," who asserted that Jomson
did not write a certain set of verses for Lucy Porter, as Boswell re=
ported, but for a friend (GM, 1791, p. 396). 4#nd in 1792 "Sciolus"
published a page~by-age list of niggling corrections of Boswell's
phrasing and facts (GM, 1792, pe 213), The next year J. Henn sug-

gested that it was to the Appleby school that Johnson applied to the
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headmaster (GM, 1793, p. 408), "8.E.A." disgreed with the Boswell in=
terpretation of the letter Johnson signed "impransus" (GM, 1793, pe
778), and Anne Seward protested Boswell's correction in the second
edition of a story she gave him for the Life (GM, 1793, p. 875). A
series of letters between Boswell end Miss Seward (polite on his side,
indignant on hers) and their supporters continued until late 1794,
despite an editor's note in February that "we heartily hope that this
will be the last letter we may receive on & subjéct which it is now
certainly proper to terminate" (GM, 1794, p. 121), That Nichols did
not then simply stop publishing the letters indicated that he believed
readers liked them,

Not only letters from readers dealing with blographies but also
letters they sent in from or about famous men indicates a lively in-
terest in other 'people's personal lives., Vigorniensis's enthusiasm
for the publication of private correspondence may have been influenced
by the fact that he was submitting two letters to the Magezine (from
Thomas Leland and.J. Baretti) (GM, 1790, pp. 1063=64), but he was far
from being alone., Judging by their publication in the Magazine, let-
ters vwere interesting in themselves, unrelated %o other events in a
.mants life, detached from a formal biography. Letters were not often
published in the body of the magezine's biographies, but frequently
appeared alone, For instance, an anonymous correspondent in 1790 sub=
mitted a letter Joim Hawkesworth wrote in 1771 (GM, 1790, p. 692), and
in 1791 W, Wellis sent & 114-year-old letter from John Wallis and "r,S.”
sent & letter from Miles Coverdale (GM, 1791, pp. 404, 415), Without

comment, & plaintive letter from Dean Swift to John Towers was printed
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the same year (GM, 1791, p. 718), as were letters from Isaac Newton
to John Aubrey (p. 504) and from Joseph Addison to Dr. Chartlett (p.
698). Readers'! desire for famous men's letters had been whetted by
Mason's Gray and Boswell's Life, and reader "Z," in la te 1792 wrote
the Magazine requesting that someone write a life of Sir Joshua Rey=
nolds "on the plan of Mason's life of Gray" (GM, 1792, p. 1200). Tt
must have been a real coup for the }Magazine when an anonymous corres=
pondent in July, 1794, submitted two of Jonathan Swift's letters not
printed in any of his works, both to the Rev, Mr, Windar of Kilroot.
"Although the matter of both be familiar and trivial, they may serve
to throw some new light on the two perlods of his 1ife to which they
relate," the contributor commented (GM, 1794, pp. 625-26), But he
must have kmown well that "familiar and trivial" mtters were just
what Nichols and his readers delighted in,

Twentieth=contury magazinea follow eightesnth~century practice in
publishing lives, letters, and anecdotes of the famous, of course, but
the curiosity of modern readers is not satisfied by a kind of material

that Gentleman's Magazine contribtuted regarding both known and unknowns

epitaphs, Proper biographies, such as those of Soame Jenyns, William
Budworth,and Ralph Bathurst, scuetimes ended with a copy of the epitaph
and almost always with a notice of where the subject was buried, but
most of the epitaphs stood alone and were offered in the spirit of
informings a March, 1792, letter opened, "Mr, Urban, the inscriptions
in the church of Culworth, co. Northampton, which I collected in the
year 1788, are at your service" (GM, 1792, p. 305). The feeling among

these antiquarians of epltaphs seemed to be that anything worth carving
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was worth publishing, and Nichols must have agreed to an extent, for
the Magazine of the 1790%s included transariptions of the epitaphs of
such luminaries as John Tillis, Catherine Thorpe, John Ballard,
Francis Bagshaw, John Free, William Edwards, and Anne Chamberlayne,
For the readers whose taste inclined to necrophilia, a colqgist call=
ing himself "Inspector" promised in 1791 a real treat: a selection of
epitaphs from every church in Worcestershire (GM, 1791, p, 810).

The concern for truth of whatever kind--public honors or private
scurrility--and of whatever source=-private letters or public tombe
stones=-commanded much more critical space in the latter part of the
eighteenth century than the pleasure-and-instruction there echoed éver
since Horace, True, it can be argued that truth is always instructive
and that it is always pleasing; but commentators rarely, if ever, ar=
gued that lmowledge of the identify of John Wesley's grandfather, as

established from the Athenss Oxoniensis by B.Ds (GM, 1792, pe 331),

either entertained or improved the reader, It was just a fact, and
hence worthwhile, And even when the conventional terms "useful® or
"instructive" were used in regard to such facts, it is hard for a

modern reader to see just how they would be useful., The Gentleman's
Magazine reviewer of Boawell's Journal referred to its "great variety

of entertairment and instruction" (GM, 1785, p. 889) end later to the
"pleasure and profit" it afforded him (GM, 1785, pe. 890), but the

nature of the pleasure and profit 1s not clarified, and one suspects
they have become tag words to be appllied to whatever the reviewer liked;
The cleareststatement is in a sober letter from "London" in 1790. Of

all parts of the Magazine, he wrote,
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I look upon the Qbituary %o be the most universally useful

and entertaining, . « « We all know we must die, and are,

therefore, interested in knowing in what manner others

acquit themselves in and under a situation in which . .

we are sure to follow them,

(El"l’ 1790, p. 910)

It is impossible to believe, however, that critics who were not so
specific on the meaning of utile referred, like "London," to learning
how to die., Perhaps "C,P,," writing to Mr. Urlkan in 1791, stated a
more general feeling when he suggested that "contemplative blogrgphy!
could serve to inspire "the cautious and indolent" and to temper "the
warm and impetuous” (GM, 1791, p. 713)s Although the letter is rather
general and idealiastic, those are practical and worthwhile goals; the
question remains whether a blography that is faithful to its subject
can also be 8o composed as tordeter its readers from impetuous action.
The useful goal stated by K.Z. in anawer to criticism of hls list of
living English poets is more attainables

That such lists, if well done, are both useful and entertain=

ing, in assisting ths recollecition, in directing the unin-

formed to elegant amusement, and the studious to standards of
taste, there is no shadow of doubt,
(aM, 1792, pe 1005)

T Yassist the recollection" is a rather trivial form of iwmprovement or

profit in ccmparison to the older form, to make the reader a bvetter
person by displaying attractive examples of virtue (or ugly examples
of vice), which was overt in the lives of Boerhaave and Nicholas Ri-
enzy in the 1740's Magazine, The concept of biography as a means of
moral improvementlof the reader 4s rare in the 1790's, One of its few
appearances was in a 1790 review of a biography of the Rev., Micaiah

Towgood: "The author seems to write from the heart; end we cannot but
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approve of the warmth with which he admires and recommends the virtue
which passes uﬁder his review, This, certainly, ought ever to be the
great object of biographers! (GM, 1790, p. 8%5)e Similarly, in the
1794 Magazine, "Indigator" defended his inclusion of an anecdote un=-
flattering to Mark Akenside first by praising the truth, whatever it
is, and then by citing the teaching functions

As long as Zﬁbscription of vic§7 disgusts, and deters from

ceriminality, by its distorted deformities and heightened

colouring, I trust, for the cause of virtue, that it will
not only be tolerated but encouraged,.
(_G_');f,’ 1794, Pe 13)

But Indigator was an exception, Only in three others of the

fifty-eight biographical articles in the Gentleuan's Mapgazine of the
early 1790's did I find any explicit reference to the teaching of
virtue and the ziving of any kind of pleasure, and most of these-
allusions were understated, The biographers seemed not so confident
of the uwiile-dulce function of biography as they were in the 1740's.
TeCeRe, for instance, sent his life of George Maxwell because the
Magazine had published many anecdotes that "might conduce to the amuse=
ment or instruction of the publich’ (GM, 1790, p. 201); but he did not
state that the Maxwell anecdotes might also so conduce, Ferd, Stanley
nodded in that direction in the opening paragraph of the series on
heraldic writers, which he said might not be "unentertaining, or to-
tally useless to the curious readers" (GM, 1792, p. 416). The biogra=-
pher of Sarah Steer opined that an account of a pauper "may be instruce
tive" and not "wholly uninteresting" (GM, 1793, p. 27)s Both the

double negative and the "may be" construction suggest diffidence on
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the part of the author, who seemed to present his piece almost off-
handedly. Implicitly, however, the utile impulse was almost as
strong as ever, Nomof the biography subjects of the early 1790's
was villainous, and the characters of only two or three were even a
bit shady. The unremitting praise of morality and sweetness of charace
ter that occurred in many of the othera (such as those of Henry Felton
and Bernard Gilpin) is evidence that these are men worthy of the
reader's imitation. If utile is understood to refer to teaching of
virtue by example, many of these biographies have it,

Another change in life~writing, one that Stauffer found typical

of the whole eighteenth century, is Wgemocratization, "2

In the cen=
tury, the nature of the reading public changed as the ability to read
spread lower on the social and economic scales, and this new public
found men "interesting in their own rights.“5 Sensation andviolence
were sought by the new public and found in the criminal biographies
popular in the first part of the century, Johnson's bdief that any
man's 1life is worth recording was implicit in the writing of lives of
niddle-~ and lower-class persons (merchants, sailors, grocers, apothe=
caries, antiquarians, and bhook~sellsrs) written even before he was
born.4

The trend of democratization is evident in the Gentleman's laga-

zine between the 1740's and the 1790's, The earlier lives wer e almost
always those of men already known to the readers, so that they had news
value, If headnotes may be believed, there was considerable interest

in figures such as Mrs, Elizabeth Rowe and Dr, Herman Boerhaave, But
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no such claim is made for the subjects of the 1790's. The biographer
of the 1740's lagazine was usually satisfying readers® curiosity, but
in the 1790%s he might have %o create that curiosity. Biographies
vere offergd to the reader diffidently, almost apologetically., One
begine, "Observing you have given anecdotes of many, almost indiffere
ent, characters to the world . . « I flatter myself that the particu=
lars of one but little known o « o Will not be unacceptable to you"
(GM, 1790, pe 201)s And enothers "I hope « s o you will permit me
to request you to insert in your valuable Miscellany & few anecdotes
o o o (CM, 1793, p. 389)s In general, the Magazine in the 1740's
was publishing biographies, if not of kings, churchmen, and statesmen,
at least of men and women who were unusual in some way or the best in
their fields, Vhile such lives were still published in the 1790's,
the ordinary man or woman had a much better chance then of being
memorialized in the Magazine. All he really neéded was a friend who

could write,

Changes in the Gentleman's Magazine

Between the 1740°s and the 1790%s, the nature of the Gentleman's
Magazine biographies changed, as did the magazine itself, It had be~
gun as a repository of extracts of articlesin London newspapers, the

Reader's Digest of its time, boasting nothing original, Its emblem,

a hand offering a bouquet of various kinde of flowers, symbolized Ed-
ward Cave's intention of selecting and editing the best from other

pense=the Gentleman's Mazazine would be a journalistic perasite, But

"Original Essays" began appearing as early as the mid-1730's, and
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readers began writing in; during the 1740's the space given to essays
written specifically for the megazine increased, and the apace given
to egsays and extracts from other publications decreased, By the
1790's, the Magazine had become a forum of exchange among readers emd
editor, and the extracted material had given way to readers! letters,
illustrations, original essays, and book reviews,

The biographies changed too in that half-century, most obviously
in bulk. From 1738 to 1749, twelve years, the magazine published in
1ts twelve: volumes thirty-six biographical articles dealing with
nineteen persons; in the five years from 1790 to 1794 (ten volumes),
it published fifty~eight biographical articles dealing with ninety=one
persons, Judging by the subjects, the authors and editors became more
chauvinistic toward the end of the centurys 4in the first period
studied in this paper, only eight of the subjects were English; in
the second, ninety were English, The range of potential subjects of
biography expanded=~those of the 1740's shared a total of eight occupa=
tions; those of the 179C'c had 4wice as many. That expansion can be
demonstrated in another way: blographers of the 1790's used lesser
known subjects, for whom they occasionally almost apologized.,

Thus did the trend of democratization affect the Gentleman's
Magazine., The earlier biographies had been about men and women well
known to the public, in whom interest was alive, such as Mrs, Rowe
end Peter Burman; in making such assignments or selections, Cave was
following public taste. John Nichols, of course, also published blogra=
phies of welleknown figures, such as lichaelis and Jenyns, bui he was

as likely to publish a letter with the biography of someone who
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otherwise would not be remembered, such as George Maxwell, or a series
of letters on heraldic writers, about whom there had not even been an
inquiry. Thus Nichols was gulding public taste as well as following
ist.

The purposes of Magazine biographies changed with the subjects,
The biographers of the 1740k, as they satisfied public curiosity, also
presented examples of virtue (sometimes rewarded with peaceful deaths)
for the benefit of the reader, who might even be exhorted %o improve
himself through emulation. The utile function of biography was overt.
The inftention was even political in some cases; despite ironic heade
notes, the pieces on British admirals Blake and Drake Johnson wrote in
1742 demonstratedthe gulf between their abilities end the abilities of
England's contemporary admirals, But authors! purpoges in the 1790%s
vere far less explicitly moral, Although some of the subjects were so
praised for their good works that one may assume a moral function, many
of the article that did offer a reason for their being said only that
the public might find them "acceptable" or that the memory of John Doe
should not be lost, In the 1740's, ' biographies wewmwriiten because a
men wag famous; in the 1790's there was a conaciousness of a biography
as the vessel of memory and fame,

In both decades authors were aware of the necessity of keeping or

setting the record straight and of the folly of permitting untruths to

go unchallenged, - The editors of the Gentleman's lagszine, especially,
were conscientious about the veracity of their columns, a qual ity seen

not only in corrections and apologies but also in the blographies theww
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selves: Johnson announced that he would use no "flying Reports® or
"unattested Facts" in his life of Boerhaave, and fifty-one years later
ND.OR, wrote that one of his purposes was to straighten the record on
Sir William Trumbull. Ascertaining end publication of truth, then,
was a consistent goal of the liegazine editors, as it is of any respon=
sible editor. In biogrephlies outside the Magazine, however, a new
concept of blography had developed by the end of the century, which
vwas that the bilographer should give the reader an idea of the subject,
ghould "use details %to render the man himself, This was, of courss,
more often tried than accomplished, more wished for than obtained==
but details and facts alone were no longer the whole of a biography.
The rendering of a man was not often accomplished in the liagazine biog-
raphies, whose authors often continued to use the Gilbert Burnet style
of life~writing, the recording only of publicly known or recorded facts,

What might have made the biographical articles come alive=e~anecw
dotes, letters, and intimate details~=were not used in the Gentleman's
Magazine to the extent one might expect by authors who of'ten knew their
subjects (and even if they did not, many of the 1790's subjects were
within living memory). Only & few letters were included in the arti-
clea, and only in the biography of Thomas Cooke were they by the sube
Ject. Anecdotes were used, but not so extensively as in non-Magazine

blographles, such as the Life of Johnson, judging by public and oritie-

cal comment, pro and con. }agazine biographers of the 1740's hed used
even fever, probably because anecdotes were not known to them; had
they been, Johnson, at least, might have used them, in accordance with

his feeling that "the incidents which give excellence to biography are
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of a volatile and evanescent kind" (Rambler 60).* Personal details
were more often used in the 1790's than in the 1740's, but they were
never as explicit or intimate as are found in the post~Freud, post=
Strachey twentieth-century biographies, Details rarely were more pere
sonal than the manner of death or the daily habits of the subject. In
neither decade was it common %o pwblish anything detrimental to the
.memory of the subject (unless, of course, that were the purpose of
the article, as in the case of Rienzy in 1746)., Intrigues with women
or the existence of a natural child were mentioned but not emphasized,
and mentioned only rarely, Most of the writers of the 1740's had a
point to make about their subjects, and those of the 1790's usually
wanted to preserve their memories, and unpleasant detail would not
serve either purpose, .

The antiquarian impulse that had resulted in Wood's collection of
lives of Oxford graduates in the late seventeenth century did not af=-

fect the Gentleman's Magazine of the 1740's (where the only "collec=

tion" was of executed Scot rebels), But it flourished in the 1790's
Magazine under the indefatigable factecollector Nichola, Two authors
submitted in him collections of lives of which the main merit would be
"juxtaposition” (Ferd, Stanley and K.2., who wrote on the heraldic

writers and living Englikh poets), The collections were not so much

*Johnson used few anecdotes or personal details in his Magazine
blographies, but all of them were writien from printed sources; he
knew none of his subjects, However, it might be argued that when he
might have included much personal detail, in the "Life of Savage,"
he did not, 4Also, C,R. Tracy argues that Johnson did not use anecdote
effectively in his Lives, in "Johnson and the Art of Anecdote," Univer=
sity of Toronto Quarterly, XV (1945), 8693,

BRI
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biographies as annotated names, often without birth or death dates,
But the facts were welcomed by Nichols, wﬁo often used the }agezine
columns to ask his readers to send answers to specific questions for
the local histories he compiled and published, The antiquarian spirit
also caused.publication of a number of epitaphs from English chur&h—
yards--gsome in biographies, some standing alone-~=and of portraits,
neither of which had appeared in the 1740's, Publishing the work of
the entiquarians was one way the Magazine of the 1790's satisfied its
readers’ interest in their fellow men, the same interest that led to
publication of enecdotes, letters, and biographies,

No precise reasons for the changes in the Magazines'biographies
can be agsigned, for hérdly any factors remained constant: editors and
readership changed, the temper of the times changed, the printing pro-
cess improved, the genre changed, Ceriain of those, however, must
have had effects on the content of the Magazine, and reasonable suppo-
sitions can be made,

Within the Magazine, ediforial policy was leaning more and more
toward original material even during Cave's editorship (which ended in
. 1754 with his death), Under David Henry and John Nichols it was cone
- verted almost entirely to original essays, letters, articles, illustra=
tions, biographies, reviews, financial and weather reports, and news,
The publication of letters and original essays brought forth more of
them from readers, who often wanted to write about their friends.
Nichols's interest in other publishing ventures led him to use the
Magazine both as a sounding board for ideas and as a forum whereby he

might secure information for his county histories or antiquarian vorks
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without hunting in old church records, gdward Cave was a follower,
who putlished whet he was sure would be liked (either because it had
been a succeas elsewhere or because he knew there was interest), but
Nichols made the Magazine create interest as well as follow it, 4n
antiquariaﬁ himself, Nichols published the work of other antiquarians
and so encouraged 8till others to submit their work, Non-antiquariens
could write on what they did knows—the life and character of the old
parson wvho just died=eand Nichols would publish that too., Thus the
change in editors was probably one of the factors in the increass and
change in Magazine biogrephies,

Outside the lMagazine offices, other conditions affected it, The
technique of engraving'and reproducing portraits made possible the
greater number of illustrated articles ian the 1790%s; true, only five
biographies were accompanied by portraits, but in the 1740's none were,
The democratization process that influenced the choice of subjects oute
side the Magezine pages affected it too; the curiosity about famous men
that produced biographies of kings, statesmen, and churchmen in the
s?venteenth century and of famous people in the 1740's lagazine ox-
tended by the 1790's to all people, The declining attention to the
moral function of biography meant that no didactic form had to be ime
posed on & life~-anyone who had the facts could write one., Those who

wrote the Gentleman's Magazine biographies in the 1790's might indicate

that thelr subjects were worthy of imitation, but their main purpose
was rather to prove them worthy of remémbrance. Impetus was given to
blography as a genre by the many notable lives and colleétions of lives

that were published between 1740 and 17903 Biozraphia Britannia, 1747;
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Biographical History, 1769; Mason's Life of Gray, 1775; Boswell's and

‘r8, Piozzi's works on Johnson, 1786, for instance. The success of
those works inspired more biographies, and the interest in life«writing

found a ready outlet in the Gentleman's Magazine,
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