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I. I P " ’U RA

Wi study is concerred with the relationship between cheading and
various kinds of church-relsted factors. Apong these factors zre: 2
huneniterion orientation, bel n Christian dogme, church attends

Bible reading, end rrayer.

In ovr socisty & gererel Impression is held that one result of
being lovolved with church-releated activities iz zn ivcresse in hopesty

(Clark, 1959, & Feirchild & Wynn, 1951). There do not sppear to be any
studies zvaileble which deal with the orizin of that belief. It is,
then, possible only to speculate sbomt wrigins,

One possible source for the oripin of this belief is the asswmiion
that persons zct in accord with the teschings of their religion {(Clark,
1959, & D¥Bricn, 19L7). Christisns are directed to be honest in the
Bible (Youmg, 19:7) and in sermons. & second likely source is the
rrojection, on the pard of many church mermbers, of the fear of dammation
for dishonesty. 4 third vossible source is the ethnocentric belief that

those of the in-group will zct in accord with the mores of the

» the out-growe will not.

21 literatuore de
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of this balief, The rosulbs indicszied that

hers 1o o ctatisticelly insignificant relationship betwesn freguency of

sbbendence and various behaviorsl teste of hongst

A pore recent study by O darpsr {1955) correlates repute-

ticn for honesty with reputation for church obicndence, The relation

ot delincuent beheavior and church influenea,
the Sidieb {3990) and lensel (1930) studies indicete thet delinguonts
ore sregter incidence of abtiendsnce aund belonging to

church groups than does the reneral popviation. 4 study by Dominic
(1954) suceests thet delinguent girls, though claimine relisious
afTiliztion for the most part, have nepative and hostile attitudes
towsrd the church. Patriek {1951), in e study of immetes at o fedoral
raformatory, found thaet chureh mepbership hod no sisnificant rolotion-
ship with success in vocaibional training progrems or with suceess as o
paroles. Therefors, 1t would aprear, the offect of the church on
honesty is wmwlesr. The fow aveilable studics on honesty and relicrion
enbi-socicl behavior end reliplor epcar to indleste that thore nmey

be 1iitlse basgis for the gensrally held concept thet church-reloted

s apnbi-social bhehsvior.

x

-L

In regerd to humaniterisn stbitudes, there do not seen to be env
available investigabions which relats honesty and hweniterian hehavior.

There ere two studiss (Kirkpatrick, 1919, & Droen, 1957) which indicsie

that hnaniterisn attitudes are vot, as traditionsily held, necsssorily



In view of the availzble studies cited, there seems to be a lack of
evidence to support the generally held idss that church-related sctivi-
ties have 2n effect on behevior. The present stedy represents an
attempt to determine if some church-relaled behaviors are relsted to one

kind of horest behavior: chesting on 2 college examination.

Hypotheses

Three general factors have been selected as 2 point of deparbture
for experimentslly invesbigabing the relationship between honest
behavior and religious activities.

The following hypotheses are sel forth to determine the effect on
honesty of several factors:t intensity of Christian belief, inbensity of
attitedes boward Christians, extent of participation in humaniterian
activities, frequency of church sttendence, freguency of prayer, and
fregueney of Bible reading.

The following null hypotheses are to be tested: The difference in
honesty 28 judged by chesting on en academic evamination between each of

the following peirs of groups is siprificsnt at the five per cent lovel:

1. There will be & significant difference in honesty between 2 high
intensity of religious belief sand & low intensity of religious
belief.

2. There will be a significant difference in honesty between those who
expect religious persons to act often 2s humanitarians and those who
do not expect them to sct often as humaniteriens.

There will be 2 significant difference in honesty within the hirh

intensity religious belief group betmesan:



A

nd ehurch onee g month ond thozme who atbend less than

onee & nonth or more smd those who rray less than

Thoge whoe read the Bible once g week or move snd those whe do nob

resd it onee 2 week.
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evaminaetion, subjects were told that their papers were already graded.
Mo corrections were visible on the exemination papers.

A chi-scuarce procedure was then used to determine the sipnificance
of differences in honesty and dishonesty between high and low imtensity
groups for cach of the five varigbles.

In order to investigate these five variables, the following methods

3
C il
l’b

irst step in ‘bhp investigation was to give & repularly
scheduled raychology exemination @*‘ sivty objective items to two
Introductory Psycholopy classes. The instructor graded sach examination
paper ond recorded the qrac}es without merking the pavers. The pepers
were returned 4o the students with the explanstion that the instruechor
had not hod time to grade the papers (sce Aprendix A for the complete
instructions). It was explained that in order to svoid 2 delsy in
returnine the test papers and o provide a "learning evperience
regardine the test material, the students would bhe allowed to grsde
their owm papers. (This procedure is similar to the one used by
Hartshorne znd May (193C) as one of their honesty messures. This method
was reported to have a relisbility of .825 and = validity of .730 as
checkod ageinst other measures of honesty. )

The cxarmination pepers were carefully pre-graded ond closely
screered after the students had Ycorrected" them. MNost changes in
seores were ohvious when checked ageinst the mstmetor's records.

& szeond regularly scheduled psysholeny exemination of sixty-one
items wag given to the %o poyehology classes after four weeks. These
evaninrtions were also graded without marking the pavers as before.

VWhen the papers were returned for this evemination, the students were



told that the test papers had been graded ond the scorss recorded. Thoy
were informed thet they were to correct their own papers in order to
give the instructor a check on the efficiency of a new test scoring
Trocettre,

This latter rrocedure wes devised in serve os 2 check on the mumber
of mecharical errors made by the instructor om the [irst eveminotion.

&n e1lleonmos of tue poinbs pives the benefit of doubt to subjects for

errors the instructor in recording the scores. The Hartshorne
and Yoy (1930) study also arrived at the two point fipure by another
Process.

The Bromm mnd Lowe (1951) Inventory of Religious Belief wes given

to the o psychology classes approximately sixty days later with no

Pt

541

changes in the original instructions (sce Appendix B). This fifteen

iten, Likert-type sesle, though short and convenient to administer, hes
2 reported split-half correctod relisbility of .87 {plus or mirmus .0Oh)
using the Spearman-Brown formula. Validity of the instrument was, in

part, determined when it discriminated betweer liberal seminsry students

! Bible college students. 4 mean of L5.40 was reported for the former

rrowr ag compered with & meen of 73,77 for the Bible college groun. The

o

Inventory scors range was from o low of fiftecr to a hipgh of seventy-
five voints. TFive possible rodnbs oon be given for each of the fifteen

n nost favoreble agresment with Christion

tate

» & aubjocl

§

8
doprma. This Brovm and Lowe religlous inventory was given to the two
Introductory Psyehology classes in order to divide the subjects into tero
groups, sn urper one-third (hizh intensity) cnd a lower one~third (low

intensity) of "Beliovers" in Christisn dogma



Following the Iﬁventmy, the two classes were given 2 questiomnaire
(&ppendiz B) doalineg with verious sspects of their religious beliefs and
practices. Mo nameg wore reguested until these forms were completed.
£t this time it wes explained that names werc desired only for purposes
of ideptification of the data and that onyons who objected to this
reguest covld withhold their forms. No forms were withheld,

A velirious behavior statement form (Appendix B) was given to the
two psycholory classes five weeks later. This form asked subjects to
write, in order of Imporbtence, five statements as {ollouss

Yhat Pive things do you think 2 religious {Christian) person will do
éuring amy given week of his life because of his religion?

List these five things in the order that they are most likely to be
done, thugs, the most likely will be muwber 1 snd so on until the £ifth
most likely is Llizbad.
Subjects were not allowed to ask questions in order to avoid influencing
the other subjects. They were piven approvimately five minwbtes to com-
plate the form. |

& pilot study, using the same form, was rmm on other Introductory
Psycholory clesses to determine assignment of the free stotements to
cateporics. In this present study two raters assigned the various
statonsnts abovt Christian behavior to one of four religious goals
designated by Mline (1561) in » study of the minister's goals:
1. Devotion to God, doing God's will.
2, Developing a sense of personal communion with God.
3. Participating fully in the life and work of the Church.
Lo Beine gemuinely concerned about other people.

In this c¢lassification by Kling, ministers and lay persons ranked
statement sbout the minister resuliing in the four top renked catepories

above. The first three statements deal with *fundsmental! issves mnd

the last with humanitarien or man~deals-with-men activities.



A totel of seventy-six free-statements were judged by the two
raters for all of the four categories above. The humanitarian statement
from this classification was the only one used in the present study.
(For examples of the statements made for sll four categories as rated by
the two judges in this study, refer to Appendix C). Fourteen of twenty-
five statements were completely agreed upon as belonging to Kling's
fourth "humanitarian" category:

1. Be kind and get along with others.
2. Be helpful,

3. Visit the sick.

L. Be hospitsble.

S. Be willing to help others.

6. Treat others in a Christian way.
7. Feel bad if you don't help others.
8. Help others to lead a Christisn life.
9. Help others.

10. Visit with neighbors and friends.
11. Help the needy.

12, Have compassion on your fellow man.
13. Do not have prejudices.

1. Help someone who is unfortunate.

In the pilot study, points were assigned inversely to the humani-
tarian statements. Five points were given if the first statement made
was humanitarian, four points were given for the second statement, three
for the third statement, two for the fourth statement, ome for the fifth
statement, and zero points for not having 2 humanitarian statement on
the form. If all statements were humanitarian in content a subject
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could recsive a mawimma of fiftecen points. It was found that the
average muber of humenitsrian points was 2.47 with a range fron zero to
seven points. An arbitrary cubting point based on data later obtained
in the cctual resesrch wes used %o compare those who expressed the
notibn that a religious person engages in humoniterizn activities with
those who Jid not express this idea.

One hundred and thirty students (forty-five per cent freshmen,
thirty-tuyo per cent sophomores, nineteen per cent juniors, three per
cent seniors, and one per cent graduste students) from two clasmes of
Introductory Poychology at Oklahoma State University were used as
subjects. Subjects were administered several self-report forms during
regularly schednled classes over & period of one sixteen weeck semesher.

In short, ons hundred end thirty college subjects were divided into
five nobterories involving relipgious attibudes and church-related
activity. Scores were obtained for these five categories of variszbles,
forping a2 hich intensity end 2 low in‘bensity group for each variable,
Using an 2eademic ezapination os the independent varieble, an evaluation
of honesty was made. The dependent vsriable, honesty of the subjects,
is the criteris used to compare cach of the hih and low intensity
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(honesty evaluation) and those from the error-checking examination.
This error-checking procedure may not serve as & useful and accurate
check as the instructor accidentally learned, at a later date, that some
of the subjects changed their scores on this second examination with the
idea that the papers had not actually been pre-graded.

mmwmmémmm'smumms
end the subject derived scores were computed for both the honesty
unimtimmdthemcheeﬂngé;nm'um. The mean difference in
the instructor's wmamdthn;éct'am:lorthehmm exami-
nation is 1.7: (see Table IV, Appenldix D, for ca.;;;ete distributions).
The mean difference between inatruct&and subjecti"\scms in the error-
checking procedure is only .19. St,mdard devintimtwthehmtty
examination is 3.35. rorth.emcheeung mmﬁmthe standard
deviation is .L2.

Variance for the error-checking examination is 1.79 as opposed to
11.21 for the actual honesty examination. This distribution of errors
suggests that wammwmm (1.79) should
adequately constitute a change in the true examination grade and can be
casidamdmattenpttoehe&tmﬂ;nmﬁm. Any change of two or
mpuuuutohecmidmdufw. As the error-checking
cxmbuibhing whee Wil Sons viwiouos! das. 46 & Seil) st Sadefintte suvt
ofehaaung,thamerampommmaaen#mmmnm
able.

The second variable considered is the relaticmhip between scores
derived from expressions that were judged to be humenitarian in content
and honest behavior on 2 college examinstion. The determination of
scoring for statements by subjects who msidarmﬁhrhtimumwho
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honzsty of subjeshs who 4id not make huneniterisn stetenents {zero

thagse vho did (three 4o seven out of a2 noasible fiftzen

points) was hesed on two foctors. Flrod, nearly one-third of the sube
Jects who £317e4 ovt the forme (Appendiz B) in 2 pilot study did not

make hwsenitarien statemsnts, This creates @ substantial low intensity

Tn the sotuel study, the measn score for humsnibarian gtatemenits wes

devisrtion wes 1.87 (sesc Appendix D, Table II, for
the corplete distribution). It was zriitrerily determined from these
data to plece svbjects who 4id not meke humenitarian stetements (zero
points) in the low intensity group end thosc who mede three or more

pointz in the hish intensity group. This represents an effort to aveid

2 of the huwwonitorien-non-bumsnitaricn attitude groups

: three to seven points) by the chi-sguare test of

ragults in 2 value of 2.88 which is not sipnificant st the

j3e)

five per cent level. This result supports the hypothesiz that there is
no difference in honesty dbetuser those who ewpasct Christians to engsee

in humaniterisn sctivities and those who do not have this sxpectation

S

Though the originel chi-square test velue of 2.850 is not statisti-

»

cally sirmificant at the five per cent lewsl, it is sigpificent st the
ten por cent leval, indiceting the presence of 2 tendency on the part of
one pair of variables to affect the other pair. Inspection of the deta

(Table I, Aprpendix D) reveals that those who express an expectation of



humenitarian behavior on the part of Christians tend Vto be slightly pore
honest on & college eramination.

I‘Iraz: third congiderstion of this irvestipation desls with three
sctivities thai high intensity believers (the wupper one-third of scores

on the Belief Inventory) in Christisn dogma enmgage in and whether or not

these activilties are related to being more honest on 2 college exomina-
tion.
The guestionnaire which was given e the subjscts obtelined freguen-

cies of participation in several church-related activities (ﬂfpﬁﬁ'ﬁiﬁ B).
Three of these activibies; church attendsnce, prayer, snd Bible rezding,
were subjected to the chi-square test of independence. Subjects wore
compared to determine if those who are high intcunsibty believers in
Christien teschings are more honest if they attend church once a month
or more, or read the Bible once = week or more, or if they prsy once a
month or more. In cach of these casew, subjsels were compered with high
intensity believers in Christisn dogma whe seldom or nsver attend
church, read the Bible, or pray.

The hypothesis that persons who believe in the teachings of Chris-
fiamity and who zitend church once a2 month or more are no more honest
than believers who atiend church seldon or never is not rejected st the
five per cent level (¥able IZ). This resuls z.nc”iea%;rss that wore frequsnt
attendance of church is probably indepsndent of honesty snd probably hes
no effect on whoether or not & person chaats on a college examinetion.

There is no difference in honesty within the high intensity belief
never. This hypothesis, then, is also not rejected &t the five per cent

level, The chi-sgusre value of 1.20 suggests that praying more
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frequently on the rart of belisvers is not reloted to being wore honest
on en academis Lest.

Similarly, those yersons whe read the Bible omes & week opr wmore ond

who receive % scores on the religious Inventory, are not significaont-

1y more honest than those believers who read the Bible seldom or nover.
Lgain, using the chi-square test of independence, no statisticelly

significsnt effect ot the five per cent level was observed.

9]
f.J-

Uron insrecting the deits, it was observed that the high intensity

o 2

MMeliaf™ scores of the totel porulation of femzles in the shud;

to be hirhey than those for neles. 4 i-test wes used to compere the

neons of the YBolief® scores of men and women {(see Table ITI). A t-test

was algo computod to determine if 2 sex difference exists in the hymoth-

esis on hurmasniterisn expectetions.

TABLL I1X

+-TEST COUPARTSONS OF POPULATION LGAMS TOR HOMOGENEITY OF 3EX
Comparison t-Velue
Mean Belief Scores (Males Versus Females) 3.1 e
een Mumenitorien Uvpectation Points (Meles Versus Femeles) 71

[

In the cope of the high intensity "Belief' scores, females wey

fownd 4o seore gignificantly higher than males at the 001 level. This

s

s the only statistically significant finding of the investigetion. In

-4 23

the eage of the humenitarisn scores,; no significant sex differonces vere
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observed., The t-test value of .71 is not significant at the five per
cent level.

In each hypothesis discussed above, except one, the chi-square test
for independence was gpplied to determine if there was 2 tendency for a
difference in sex to affect the ocbtained ratios (see Table II). The
chi-square test of independence was not applied to determine the possi-
ble presence of sex differences in humaniterian expectations, but a
t-test was used instead, as has been noted.

No significant effects on honesty were observed in the chi-square
values for male versus female effects in each of the above null
hypotheses,

No significant chi-square values were found for any of the proposed
mull hypotheses at the five per cent level of significance (Table I). A
leck of significance indicates that the null hypotheses are tensble and
not to be rejected, supporting the fact that the two ratios for each
pair of fectors sre probably samples from the ssme population - there is
apperently no influence on the part of church-related activities on the
dependent verisble of honest (or dishonest) behavior.



IV. DISCUSSION

The analysis has failed to demonstrate significant differences in
honesty within the high intensity belief group between persons who
participate more frequently in certain religious activities, and who
strongly believe or do not believe in Christian dogma.

The results of this investigation support the original Hartshorne
and May (1930) conclusion that frequency of Sunday School attendance
(church attendsnce in this study) does not increase the likelihood of
more honest behavior. The age of this present sample is greater than
that of the group investigated by Hartshorne amd May over thirty years
ago; however there seems to be no other comparison of honesty and
religious activities in a comparable age group.

There are, also, gpparently no other availsble investigations which
attempt in any way to relate religious attitudes to honesty. This
attempt indicates that a high intensity of religious belief is not
related to more honest behavior. This conclusion is based upon one kind
of honesty measure, cheating on a college examination, and one kind of
measure of religious attitude obtained by a short belief inventory which
examines expressed agreement or disagreement with dogmatic Christian
statements.

In regard to the hypothesis that persons who anticipate that a
religious person will exhibit humanitarian behavior, those subjects who
do anticipate humanitarian behavior are found to be no more honest than
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tivity. This

; &

result ovpgests thet homanitarisn ettitudss of themselves do nob cone

> honegt. rogult is true

aassunine thet e projected mmendtarian attlitude on the rart of subjects

&

ie an expression of thelr own sttitudes boward humeniitsrian sctivity.

r

I this sspumpbion Is not & valid one, then the comparison remains as

one bebtoeen the honesty of subjects snd their snticipation of humonitor-

lf;h

an behovior on the part of 2 religious person.
Thet bunspiberisn attitudes do not cnuse more honest beshavior seenms

~

conbrary to vhat »i

oht be evpsebted. I% iz inbteresting that thers iz 2

ey o be mope honest on the port of those subjects who do andioi-

> humenitarien acts by Christians (ot the ten per cent level).

church atbendance on the part of the high intensity belief

group iz o156 sprarently unrelated to more honest behsvior.

regulerly vould not be & surrrising resuli. Tindings by Eling (3941),

well as o proedicted result by Glock {1959), show

¢ iz often no nmore thon 2 ritusl vhere religious
valuves ore not internalized. Persons ere, ther, not likely to be nmo
honest as 5 resvlt of chureh sbbendance alone.

Preyving onte or nore per nonth does not, at the same time, signifi-
cantly conbribuie to being nore honest. The act of praying, &s & church
related bhechavior, cannot be claimed as contributing to greater honesty.
There is a slicght tendency, however, sipnificent at the ten per cent
level, for those who pray once & wonth or mors to be more honest on the

collere examinption then those who pray less than onece a month.
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It is interesting that females in the upper one-third or high
intensity group of Believers all prayed more than once a month. This
observation is based on only twenty-one subjects, but, along with the
significantly higher (.001 level) belief scores obtained by the female
sample, this fact may provide a clue to be followed up in investigating
sex differences in religious personality. That women score higher on
religious attitude inventories is not unusual (Clark, 1950, Kirkpatrick,
1949, and Vernom, 1955).

In spite of the fact that honesty is very frankly taught in the
Bible (Young, 195h) no significant relationship was found to exist
between honesty and the various church-related varisbles measured in
this study.

If this finding is generally true, then one of the three initial
speculations (see page 1), that the honesty of religious persons is a
result of Christian teachings, is not upheld. This implies that the
other two speculations (that honesty is possibly a result of projection
out of fear of damnation or the result of ethnocentric in-group beliefs)
are without value unless honesty is in some way related to religion.

Aside from the fact that none of the null hypotheses are rejected
by the chi-square snalysis, and that only one factor, the Belief of
females regarding Christian dogma is significantly higher than the
Belief of males, some other factors deserve consideration.

The Belief of the college sample at Oklshoma State University is
skewed toward the high or Belief end of the Christian dogma continuum.
This negative skewing of the distribution of belief scores is contrary
to the finding of the Brown and Lowe (1951) result which, with a large
number of subjects, 622, formed 2 nearly normal distribution. Sixty-eight
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per cent of the Brown and Lowe group fell within plus and minus one
standard deviation from the mean, allowing a convenient cushion between
the compared "Believer" and "Nonbeliever™ groups.

Because of the skewing in the present investigation, a "Non-
believer® group comparable to the one in the Brown and Lowe experiment
does not exist. As a result, it is necessary to compare an upper one-
third of the population group (high intensity believers) ageinst a lower
one-third group (low intensity believers) which contains one "Non-
believer" and the rest moderate believers.

Because of the skewing of the distribution toward high Belief
scores, the conclusions of this present investigation are limited as
there is no way to determine from present data whether there is an
actual difference in honesty between "Believers" and "Nonbelievers" as
would be possible in a more normally distributed population.

It is not possible, at the same time to compare the honesty of the
Oklahoma sample with another more religiously heterogeneous population
because there sre no studies of honesty and religion available. Until
additional data are available, there is no way to determine whether the
more "religious"™ population is more honest than a less religious popula-
tion.

The present Oklahoma college sample is probably more religious than
the Colorade population of ten years ago. This agrees with the fact
that Oklahoma is considered a part of the "Bible-Belt"™ as mentioned by
Adorno (1950).

Humanitarian attitudes do not seem to contribute to more honest
behavior, but the relationship between honesty and humanitarianism needs

further study in order to arrive at a more concrete conclusion. Further,



Kirkpatrick (1949) offers evidence that women are significantly more
humanitarian than men, 2 result not supported by the present study. The
Kirkpatrick result was obtained by using a humanitarian attitude inven-
tory. It would be useful to more fully explore the relationship between
this study's anticipation of humanitarian behavior and humanitarian
attitudes as measured by such an attitude inventory and an honesty
behavior measure.

In the investigation of this humanitarian variable two raters were
used to determine which statements made by the subjects on the free-form
blank (see Appendix B) were humenitarian in content. In order to
increase the relizbility of selecting these statements, severzl raters
should be used, Reliability of selection of the statements would 2lso
then be subject to statistical correlation.

Regarding the classroom examination as a measure of honesty, such a
procedure should be recognized as a situational test of cheating be-
havior and is only one kind of measure of honesty. It has been pointed
out by Hartshorne and May (1930) that a person may display dishonest
behavior in one situation, such as cheating on an examination, and
consider it as acceptable behavior in that situstion, while in other
circumstances the same person will display honest behavior. This
present investigation of honesty and religious behavior is limited to
this one situation. However, it is demonstrated in this study that
various church related factors do not cause persons to be more honest on
a college examination.

This kind of classroom examinstion was also used by Hartshorne and
May (1930). In this earlier study a reliability of .825 and validity of
.730 were reported when the examination was compared with other measures



of honesty. The implication is that the test used in this study to
determine honest behavior is a valid and reliable indicator of honesty
though limited to the situvation of cheating on a college examination.

In 2 study of this type, it is important to carefully control
procedures used to measure honesty. This particular facet of the study
is cruecial to accurate placement of subjects in honest or dishonest
categories, The smaller the distribution of errors, the less allowance
necessary for individual cases of extreme error deviation.

There are, besides some of the previous considerstions, other
factors which might be sltered to rrovide for a more precise future
investigation. Following administrstion of the Brown and Lowe Inventory
of Religious Belief, the questionnaire obtaining other religious infor-
mation was given to the subjects. There was no variation in order of
presentation end it is conceivable that the administration of the Inven-
tory followed by the guestionnaire (see Appendix B) influenced the
answers on the questionnaire. It is highly possible that the reported
frequencies of church attendance, Bible reading, and prayer zre greater
than they might otherwise be. Ego-involvement with the religious ques-
tions on the inventory may well have carried over to the guestiomnnaire.
There is, however, no way to determine the existence or the amount of
such an influence without additional research.

Tt is suggested that future investigation provide for alternstion
in administration procedures, for a time lapse or for both alternation
and a time lapse to control and/or determine possible effects of one
form upon the other,

Another point that would benefit the study is a reconsideration of

the frequency of prayer (Appendix B) that was selected. The frequency



of prayer might well be readjusted to determine those who pray once 2
week or more instead of once a month or more. The present choice may be
unrealistic as persons who do pray would do so at least as often as they
would read the Bible. A high frequency of prayer would be due to the
number of possible opportunities for prayer (grace, devotionals, church
services, bedtime, etc.). There is no set rule for determining such
frequencies.

There exists zny number of possible methods to investigate religion
and honesty, but in view of the present study, two factors are of
special interest by way of clarifying the results.

First, the Brown and Lowe Inventory should be used with other
populstions to establish whether or not it is 2s velid a measure of
Christisn Belief as it seemed to be with the Colorado population some
ten years ago. Establishing this validity would support two results of
the study between religious behavior and honesty; one, that this Okla-
homa population of college students tends to score higher in belief than
the Colorsdo population, and two, that the present finding, supported by
other studies, that women score significently higher than in regard
to belief.

Secondly, and probably of mest valuve, would be 2 duplicate study
using the present methods for investigating the relationship between
various church-related factors and honesty. Of specific interest would
be 2 comparison of the honesty of a group of "Believers" and "Non-
believers" as measured by the Brown and Lowe Inventory of Religious
Belief and/or by a religious attitude measure of greater depth using a
population that is religiously more heterogeneous (see Strunk, 1958, far
an extensive survey of the literature). Such = study would show more
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V. SUMMARY

This investigation has empirically examined the relationship be-
tween a dependent variable of honesty end five other variables consist-
ing of certain church-related sctivities and religlous attitudes. The
independent variable, an inventory of belief in Christian dogma (Browm &
Lowe, 195)) was given to over one hundred subjects to divide them into 2
high and a low intensity group. These groups were separated according
to scored statements sbout the subjects' beliefs in Christian teachings.
Secondly, a free-statement form was used to divide the population inte
high end low intensity groups on the basis of humanitarian anticipation.
These forms asked for five statements from each subject involving atti-
tudes toward Christian activities. Each of the statements sbout the
Christisn activities were placed into one of four categories (Kling,
1960) by two judges. One of the four categories involved the humenitar-
ian statements. The statements were assigned a numerical value accord-
ing to the order that each subject placed them on the free-statement
form. Subjects were then placed into 2 high intensity or low intensity
group according to the value of their humanitarian statements. Thirdly,
a questiommaire was given to the subjects and three categories; fre-
quency of church attendance, frequency of prayer, and frequency of Bible
reading, were cvaluated. A high intensity group and a2 low intensity
group were formed for each of these three variables on the basis of

frequency of participation.
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The independent variable, consisting of an acedemic exemination,
provided the subjects with an opportunity to cheat, resulting in the
dependent veriable, the honesty or dishonesty of the subjects. The
analysis of the research involves z comparison between the honesty of
the five high intensity groups and the honesty of the five low intensity
groups for the sbove varisbles.

The following results weré obtained from comparisons of the hich
and low intensidty groups for each of the five variables, uwsing honesty
as ths criteria:

1. & kigher intensity of belief in Christisn dogma did not relats to
greater honesty on the part of college students.

2. An ervpressed humeniterian atdbibude of high intensity did not relale
to grezter honesty.

3. Attendine church once a month ar more on the part of the high inten-
sity belief group did not relate to grester honesty.

li. Praying once a month or more on the part of the high intensity
belief group did not relate to greater honesty.

5. Resding the Bible once a week or more am:mg‘ the high intensity
belief grovp ¢id nol relate to more honest behavior.

6. YWomen heve a significently higher intensity of belief in Christian
teachings than wen, & result cormon te religious investigotions.

7. The collepe population at Olllshoma State University tends to demon-
strate higher belief scores than a similerly investipated Celorado
college population.

Though this test of honesty is appamntly. situational, this inves-
bigation indicebtes that the churches have not been, as vha-s been tradi~

tien=lly held, = source of more honest behavior.
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The results of this investigation, especially those in regard to
church abtendance, support the Hartshorne and ¥ay conclusion that
freguency of Sunday School atiendance is not related to more honest
behavior.

The tendency of the presently invesbigabted sample to score heszvily
in hich intensity of belief in Christian dogms has interfered with the
research &g honesty could not be compared between a group of high
intensity "Belicvers® and a truly representobive low intenéi?;;,r group af
YHonbelievers" in Christion dogme. £ cleerly defined group of low

intensity “Norbelievers" was not found in this investipgated population.
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APPENDIY &

This s » stotepent given to the two classes -oi‘ Iﬁtroducﬁezy
Pgychology students vhen their unmarked sxemination papers were returned
to them ofter the instructor indicsted that he did not have time to
grade thoni

These tests haven't been graded. In order to let you know how you
did, you'll grade your own paper and welll discuss them today.

The purpose of a test is to provide a 1earn1ng experience as well

as to give you an indication of how well you have done. This will give
you an opportunity to learn and to help me get 2 grade for your work,
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INVENTORY OF RELIGIOUS BELIER

This is & study of religlous balief, Below are fifteen items which are to be snswered in
the following menner:
Plage a line under Strongly agree if you agree strongly with the statement,
Place & line under Acree if you agree vith the statoment.
Placs % 1in_% under Hot Sure 1if you are in deubt ns to whether you agree or disagree with the
stabenent,
Place o line undepr Disagree if you disagree with the siatement,
Place g line smder Strongly Disagree if you disagree strongly with the statement,
Romember to read each statement carefully, end wmnrk only onms answer for cash item,
Paople differ widely im their beliefs: pfease indicate your own in the mamer described,

1., It makes no differsnce whether one is a Christian or not as long 25 one has good will for

others,

Strongly Acgres Asrres Hot sure Disagree strengly Disagrec
2« 1 believe the Bible is the inapired Word of God.

Strongly Asres Agroe Yot Sure Disagres Strongly Disagree
3. God oreated man seperats end distinet from animals.

Strongsly Azree Agrog Not Sure Disagres stronzly Disagree
4. Ths ides of God is umnecessary in our enlizhtened age.

Strongly Agree Agroe Net Sure Disagree Stronsly Disagree
% There is no life after death.

Strongly Agieo Agree Not Sure Disagree : Strongly Disagres
6. T belicve Jesus wns born of a Virgin.

Sterongly Apres . Agree Hot Sure Dispgres Strongly Disagrec
7. God exists as: Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

Strongly Agres Agree - Nod Sure Disagree Strongly Disasres
8, The pible 1s fvll of crrors, wisconcepticns and eonitradietions,

Strongly Agrea Agree Not Sure Disagree Strongly Disagrec
8¢ The Gospel of Christ is the only wey for mankind o be saved,

Strongly Agres Agres Net Sure Disagres Strongly Disagres
10, I think there have been many men in history just as great as Jesus,

Strongly Agreo Agpree Not Sure Dlsagree Strongly Disazree
11, I believe there is a heaven and o hell,

Strongly Agrec aree Mot Sure Disagree Strongly Disasree
12, Eternal life is the gift of God only to thoge who believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and

Lord.

Strongly Agree Aopres Kot Sure Disagree Strongly Disaszree

13, I think a person can he happy and enjov life vithout believing in Ged,
Strongly Agree Agrae Not Sure Digegree Strongly Disasgres

14, In many ways the Bible hes held back and retarded hnman progress. )
Strongly Agree Agree Not Sure Pisagree Strongly Disagree

15, I believe in the personal, visible return of Christ to the earth.
Strongly Agres Agree Not Sure Disagree Strongly Disagres




o

This is a gurvey of students on thiz corpus to determine what
religious prectices end preferences exist.
Pleass snewer the following as hopestly s you can. Do not lesve

out any iten,

hge Sex ; Cleass
Honebowm State Homeborm Size
R R Y R ITE RS EE R
Chureh Preference
Hame of Church you etiend most a2t home

sre you a nenber?

What other church groups do you atbend?

o you go to chereh (underline
once or more rer wsek?

scldon?

Do you pray

AL least onece o
seldon?

do you read
every day?

a, i

best answer)

onee or wore per month?

Never?

day? one oy pore bimes g nonth?

Fever?

the Bible

one or more timss o weak?

seldon? nevar?

Do you porticipate in the services of the church (i.e., help with wor-
ghip, cormunion, lead singing, pley en instrument, lead vraver, prasch,
toach or assist in o class, ete.)

Often? occesionelly? Rarely? Hever?

Are you gobive in churceh work {i.2., personel work, visiting the siel
THC.y teR «hiﬁg o‘tl*‘:cr the Bible, supporting s;hmch activities ete.)
Often? occasionally? Rarely? Never?

Do g

coppletely wrong?

aceepbable with

vou obhject to

 Ormogite

the telling of off-eolor storiesn.

If they are in bad teagite?

ound? Tio not object,

3
2

1alo

that drinking oleohelic bevers:

Mot slvays wrong?

oderation? Becaptable?



Do you drink alcoholic beverages?

Often? occasionally? Rarely? Hever?

Do you feel tﬁa‘c‘. smcking isz

acceptable? acceptable with roderation? not entirely wrong?
completely wrong?

Do you snoke?

often? occasionally? Rarely? Never?

Do you feel that swearing (profanity) is:

acceptable behavior? acceptable with wmixed company?

Not completely wrong? Completely wrong?



Il

What five things do you think 2 religious (Christian) person will do
during any given weck of his life because of his religion?

List these five things in the order that they are most likely to be
done, thus, the most likely will be mumber 1 snd so on wntil the fifth
most likely is listed.

1.

L.
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APPENDIX C

The following are examples of some of the statements made by

subjects on & free response form (see pages 8-10). These statements

reflect the manner in which subjects conceive religious persons to

behave because of their religion. Each statement is placed with the
proper goal category (Kling, 1961) as it was agreed upon by both of two

Judges:
1.

2.

3.

L.

Devotion to God, doing God's will.

Be honest.

Make decisions in a Christian way.
Apply Bible lessons to life.
Have faith in God.

Developing a sense of personal commmion with God.

Pray daily.
Study the Bible.

Thank God for blessings.
Say grace at meals.

Participating fully in the life and work of the Church.

Worship.

Tithe.

Attend church services.
Participate in church activities.

Being genmuinely concerned about other people. (See page 9 for
the full list of statements.)

Help others.

Visit the sick.

Treat others in a Christian way.
Do not have prejudices.
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APPENDIX TABLE I

FOURFOLD CONTINGENCY TABLES:
UPPER ONE-THIRD VERSUS LOWER ONE-THIRD OF BELIEF

CHI-SQUARE TEST OF INDEPENDENCE

~ Number Thmber ~ Chi-Square

Experimental varisble Honest Dishonest Totals Values
Males and Femaless '

Upper one-third of Belief 2l 6 30

Lower one-third of Belief 21 9 30

Totals Lg 15 60 1.2
Maless

Upper one~third of Belief 5 5 10

Lower one-third of Belief 1 8 22

Totals 19 13 32 .096
Females:

Upper one-third of Belief 19 3 20

Lower one-third of Belief 7 1 8

Totals 26 2 28 2,28
Males and Females!

Humanitarisn Expectation 27 7 3L

No Humanitarian Expectation 35 19 sk

Totals 62 26 88 2.88%

#ignificant at the ten per cent level.



APPENDIX TABLE IT
t-TEST OF SEX DIFFERENCES FOR BELIEF AND HUMANITARTANISM

Tumber of Mean  Median otandard Standard Lrror

Variable m;im Score Score Deviation Variance of the Mean t-Value
Belief 104 59.93 60.0 7.78 60,45 .58

Male 50 §7.20 56.50 5.66 32.0 6l

Female sk 62,0 63.0 8.h2 70.85 1.31 3. L3
Brown and Lowe

Study 622 L7.16 12,33 L9

Humanitarianism 119 1.57 1,87 3.48 .03

Male 59 1.46 1,99 3.98 .07

Female €0 1.70 1.74 3,03 .05 1.6k

#eBignificant at the .00l level of confidence.
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APPENDIX TABLE III

FOURFOLD CONTINGENCY TABLES: CHI-SQUARE TEST OF INDEPENDENCE
WITHIN THE UPPER ONE-THIRD OF BELIEF

Tumber Vumber Chi-Square

Experimental Variable Honest Dishonest Totals Value
Attends Church Once or More Per Month 21 1 26
Attends Church Less Than Once a Month 2 1 3

Totals 23 [ 29 1.75
Prays Once or More Per Month 21 6 27
Prays Less Than Once a Month 2 0 ?

Totals 23 6 29 2.73%
Reads the Bible Once or More Per Week 12 L 16
Reads the Bible Less Than Once a2 Week 11 2 13

Totals 23 6 19 1.20

#8ignificant at the ten per cent level.
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APPENDTY TABLE IV
SAMPLE DISTRIBUTIONS FOR THE HONZSTY SXAMINATION AND ITS ERROR~CHECKING PROCEDURE

Tumber or T TTStendard ’ ~EYenderd Lrror
Verisble _ Subjects Mean Median Deviation Variencev of the Mean
Honesty 119 1.7k 09 3.35 11.22 .31
Zrror Check 122 »19 72 L2 1.79 .0k
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APPENDIX TABLE V

FOURFOLD CONTINGENCY TABLIS: CHI-SQUARS TEST OF INDEPENDENCE
SEX DIFFERINCES WITHIN THI UPPR ONE-THIRD OF BELIGF

373 4 S ’ ' TTAL LS T
Number  Number Chi- Number  Nuwber _ Chi-
Experimentsl Variesble Homest Dishonest Totels Sqvare  Honmest — Dishomest Potals  Squere

ttends Chureh Once
or More Per Month L 2 & 17 3 20
Attends Church Leogss

Than Once a Honth 1 1 2 1 O 1
Prays Once or Hore
Per Week » 3 3 & 18 G 18
Prays Leszs Than Once
a Week 2 0 2 3 0 3
Totals 5 3 .§ 00 21 £ 3& 0.0
Reads the Bible Onece
or More & Week 2 1 3 10 3 13
Reads the Bible Less
Than Once =z Week 3 2 5 & ¢) B
Totals g 3 8 « 32 18 3 21 .68
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