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PREFACE

The first half of the nineteenth century is often called the Age of
Romanticism and Idealism., Historians generallydagree that the ex-
istence of romanticism and idealism is a fact and there the agreement
stops. Primarily influential in the realm of philosophy, literature,
and the fine arts; romanticism and idealism held considerable power in
the field of poiitics. Although all people did not subscribe to these
ways of thinking, and may even have met them in a negative manner, they
were compelled to recqgnize them as a.reality. This sﬁudy will attempt
to give a brief description of the romantic and idealistic outlooké,
specifically in relation to political thought, with intent to trace
these two movements thfough the rise of nationalism and ultimately de~.
termine their effect upon the National Socialist Party in Germany. The
character of these movements included many varied concepts and often
even confliéting elements. As In most historical divisions, obher
powerful forceé are found at work in Germany during this period. ‘For“
this reason, it will be necessary to limit the scope of this inquiry to
only those factors affecting the evolution of the two movements.and the
essentially political connection between these forces and nationalism.
It may be well to specify here that romanticism and idealism are only
two -components of the several that make up nationalism; however, they

became the cultﬁral background of most thought in the era with which
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we are’to be concerngd.

I wish to ackno&ledge my indebtedness to Dr. Alfred Levin for his
time, encouragement, and excellent guidance in the preparation of this
paper. In addition, I wish to thank Dr. Homer L. Knight and Dr. Sidney

D. Brown, who gave their prompt and special consideration to the reading

of this study.



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The diversity of the characteristics which can be assigned to the
movements of romanticism and idealism has given rise to the practice of
using the terms in a very general sense, They will, in most cases, be
used in that semse throughout this investigation. Nevertheless, to clari-
fy somewhat their use here, a definition employed in selecting and por-
traying the examples found in this study should be given.

Tdealism is essentially reflection upon the great dquestions con-
cerning the universe, the Ultimate Power,vand man's purpose and relation
to them. The principal nature of romanticism is revolt against the ethi=
cal and aesthetic standards received from the preceding epoch. The
tenets of romanticism and idealism are particularly complementary to each
other. The movements, and adherents of these systems, tend to confuse
and intermingle the principles of both into one complex philosophy.
Therefore, when referring to romanticism and idealism together, the
meaning is a combination of the romanticist's theory of beauty and truth
with the idealist's theory of the ideal and the universal,

Romanticism and idealism, in the broad sense, were reactions against
the conventions of the eighteenth century, particularly as they were

found in the philosophy of the Enlightenment and the aesthetics of
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ciassicism. The classical restraint, intellect rigidity, and artificial
standards lost favor to a desire for freedom of interpretation and the
appreciation of the unique.l The break was not complete, however, since
romanticism and idealism came out of the preceding age and, therefore,
retained some similarities; |

In general, throughout the period, the doctrines of intellectual
conservatives enjoyed supremacy in idealism and romanticism. Order was
exalted above liberty. The interests of groups, of society, and es-
pecially of the state were given precedence over those of the individual.
An emphasis upon faith, authority, and tradition superseded the eighteenth
century belief in the primacy of reason and science. The doctrines of
the Fnlightenment had run their course and done well their Job of throw-
ing off the middle ages and preparing Furope for the modern -age. The
inability of certain institutions to keep pace called forth the re-
latively conservative movements -of romanticism énd idealism. Various
factors were responsible for this ascendency.of conservative patterns.
There was above all the influence of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, with his
denigl of;the competence of reasgﬁ and his stress upon emotions and
feelings.

Often considered the founder of modern democracy, the father of
romanticism and idealism, and by many the originator of collectivism,

Rousseau was more than anything else an influence upon the generations

Weit Valentin, The German People (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1946),
pp. 362-363.




after him. Rousseau is important as the inventor of the basic doctfines
adopted and expanded by later philosophers of romanticism and idealism.

As a forefather of romanticism, we can expect that sentiment should
have deeply colered his political as well as social judgments. Rousseau
initiated systems of thought tha£ infer non-human concepts from human
emotions., He invented the political philosophy of pseudo-democratic dic-
tatorships asvdifferentiated from the traditional absolute monarchies.

In addition,‘he‘preached educational reform as the basis for reforming
and founding the state.?

Rousseau extolled the virtue of the life of the '™oble savage" even
more fervently than did his contemporaries and diseiples., The perfect
state for human existence is the paradise of the original state of nature.
No one, in this phase of life, suffered inconvenience from maintaining
his>own.rights against others, Indeed, there were very few chances for
" conflict .of any sort because private property did npt exiét in primitive
1life and every man was equal to his neighbor. Eventually, however,>evils
arose due primarily to the fact that some men staked off plots of land
and said to themselves, "This is mine", It-was in suéh a manner that
various degrees of inequality developed. The only hopé for man was the
return to a state of nature which, in essence, set £he stage for the re-

3

action that was to arise out of ‘his doctrines.

2Jean—Jacques Rousseau, Discourses .on the Origin and Foundation of
Inequality Among Men. (Everyman Library, ed., 1913), p. 162,

3Tbid., p. 207.



The same principle in slight variation is found in The Scecial Contract.

This work offered the theory that allows Rousseau to be classed with the
absolutists. The plan for the salvation of society rests, in The Social
Contract, in the establishment of a civil organization and surrender of
all individual rights to the community. This surrender of rights was ac-
complished by the means of a social contract, in which each individual
agreed with the whole body of persons to submit to the will of the ma-
Jority. Thus the state was brought into e;scistenceoz‘L

Reusseau primarily belisves in democracy; but, democracy can exist
only in the form of the city-state found among the Greeks. He grants that
participation of every individual in government is impossible in a larger
state,- In the middle-sized states "elective aristocracy" is best., Very
large states must rely upon monarchyo5

Rousseau developed an altogether different conception of sovereignty
from that of the liberals., Whereas Locke and his followers had taught
that only a portion of sovereign power is surrendered to the state and
the rest retained by the people, Rousseau contended that sovereignty is
indivisible and that-all of it became vested in the community when the
civil unit was formed, He Insisted that each individual, in becoming a
party to the social contract, gave up all of his rights to the peopls

collectively and agreed to submit absolutely to the general will, Rousseau

/
4Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract (Everyman Library, ed.,
1913) p. 15,

“Tbid., pps 15
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leaves the soverelgn power of the state subject to no limitations what-
ever. Rousseau states: = M. . , the rights which are taken as being

b

part of Soverelignty are really subordinate o o « "The state, in re-
lation to its members, is master of all theirgoods."7 The individual,
by giving of his possesslons and self to the state, does not detract from
his original liberty. Instead, the individual gains from mere increased
mathematical proportion of the state. Moreover, the community, or

‘sovereign, can set up the government or pull it down "whenever it likes.'S

Rousseau aims in The Social Contract to unite justice with practical

application, and to that end he is concerned with the defense of civil
society, It is this defense that became the trumpet call for revolution-
aries and the many other movements coming out of his remantic writings.
He throws out the idealistic .challenge that: "Man is born free; and
everywhere he is in chains, One thinks himself the master of others,
and still remains a greater slave than they."9 Thus we find him also
the champion of individual freedom.

Rousseau®s appeal to the middle class set the stage for enlistin
the support of the rapidly growing bourgeols force of society. From his
dectrine, contending that the state is legally omnipotent and that true

liberty consists in submission to the "general will'", it was not a very

Tbide, ps 25.
:Ibidog pa 1.075
8

Ibids, p. 88,

7.
Ibide, ps 5



difficult step to exalt the state as an.object of worship and reduce the
individual to a mere part of the political machine. And, finally, his
slogan, "back to nature", and his contempt for reason and science

furnished the foundation for the philosophies of many of his disciples,



CHAPTER IT
ROMANTICISM AND IDEATISM

The Enlightenment was not alien to Germany, but rather a movement
that swept over all Furope and thét'each one of the culturally great
nations adapted according to its needs, In Germany the offshoots of the
Enlightenment soon took the forms known as romanticism and idealism.
Idealism we will consider first as separate from romanticism, with which

it soon merged, and by which it was superseded,
Idealism

Essential to the rise .of idealism was a distaste for religious
strife, whiCh was especially marked in Germany, and the rejection of the
churchly culture that resulted from classicism. The intellectual tra-
dition of Eurepe had its foundation as much in the culture of antiquity
as in the more recent Christianity, The German tradition displayed it-
self in opposition to .the discipline and formalism of classical antiqui-
ty, asserting instead the irrational and mystical impulses of its own
racilal heritage,

In Germany, theelogy lost its traditional place of supremacy among

lKurt Reinhardt, Germany 2000 Years (Milwaukee: The Bruce Publisghing

Company, 1950), p. 391.




the sciences and philosophy inherited the throne, Rousseau's struggle
for liberty and against dogmatism, pedantry and hypocrisy all made a
deep impression on German philosophers. The ﬁreturn to nature" waked
like-minded thinking in other fields, as well as philosophy. There was
an abundance of material in the fatherland to aid the great thinkers in
keying the German mind to humanitarian tolerance, freedom of thought, an
the abrogation of every moral constraint., The generation that was growing
up was hungry for education and the giants of genius offered them what
they wanted. The old traditions of European. corporate life, carried
forward by the German spirit, were exchanged for antiquarian humanism,
critical philosophy, and comprehension through world literatureo2

Idealism believed in the intrinsic goodness of the human soul and in
the possibility of successful education. It distinguished ethics from re-
vealed religion and preached a. virtue rooted in nature and corresponding
to the facts of nature, It sprang from deep feeling, from passicnate in-
dignation against the brutal, vengeful, irrational forces of which there
were numerous examples on .every hand., The emotional excitement and the
joy of combat were characteristics arising from the secular and nature-
based views of post-Reformation religion.

Idealism never lost its prenounced scholarly tones The Storm and
Stress, the first period of purposeful revoluticnary thinking, was above
all an intellectual outlook. It interpreted instincts as the actual
driving -force ‘of human will and action, and even brought forth the first

2 Tbid., pe xVe



speculations concerning the subconscious.

The idealistic movement was a fundamental part of the German culture.
Though slower to take hold in the Prusslan north, idealism found its best
and purest form in the universities of northern Germany. To the contrary,
the development of poetry, art, and music generally remained in the south,
centering in the Swabian areas or Vienna,

One of the northern personalities was Immanuel Kant, the father of
German idealism and founder of the dominant system of thought throughout
the nineteenth century., Sympathetic with the ideals of the French Revo-
lution, Kant owed much to Rousseau., Unlike most of his contemporarieé and
disciples, Kant, taking his cue from Rousseau, believed in the natural
right of man and even defended the separation of powers as a necessary
protection for the liberty of the citizen. Kant tells us to Mact as .if
‘the maxim of our action were to become by our will a universal law of
nature".h It is not by reason, but by feeling that we know good from
bad. Reason might allow deception to escape punishment., But, "while T
can will the lie, I can by no means will that lying should be a universal
law, For with such a law there would be no promises at all”o5 Thus wWe
see Kant fears Rousseau's lack of order.

It is not from Kant, a firm bellever in God, that his disciples took

3Bertrand Russell, A History of Western Philosophy (New York: Simon
and Schuster, 1945), pp. 656-657.

AImmanuel Kant, Critigue of Practical Reason (New Yorks Longmans,
Green and Company, Ltd., 1927), p. 4l.

~

2
Ibida, po }-.1.30
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.the Godless view., The parallel between Rousseau and Kant in religlion is

so close that their words concerning the validity of conviction and
feeling as instruments of knowledge and logic are almost identical. This
doctrine was misinterpreted by many of Kant?s followers, in some cases
intentienally, to Jjustify their actions and deeds as convictions and
feelings too strong to be illusions.,.

Kant created the concept of the constitutional state as the acme of
moral and aesthetic human culture over and above the ties of class, of
nation, of society, and of race., Here he leaves Rousseau; Kant's state,
like his life, was one of order with its duty and limit well defined.
"The civil constitution of every state should be republican', writes Kant,
"and war shall not be declared except by plebiscite of all citizens".6
Kant feels his conceived state is well based, for he says:

The histery of the human race, viewed as a whole, may be re-

garded as the realization of a hidden plan of nature to bring

about a political constitution, internally and externally per-

fect, as the only state in which all the capacities implanted

by her in mankind can be fully developeda7 '

The wisdom that‘has revealed this very sound state to Kant has also given
him the knowledge that all men may not want to use the powsr of the state
as they should to be the most beneficial to society. His apprehensions

caused him to warns

e o o in a constitution where the subject is not a voting
‘member - of the state, and which is therefore not republican,

Kant, Perpetual Peace and Other Essays (New York: ILongmans, Green
‘and Company, Ltde., 1914), p. 77

7

Ibid., p. 19,



the resolution to go to war is a matter of the smallest con-

cern in the world., For in this case the ruler, who, as such,

is nota mere citizen, but the owner of the state, need not

in the least suffer personally by war, nor has he to sacri-

fice his pleasures of the table or the chase, or his pleasant

palaces, court festivals, or the life., He can, therefore,

resolve for war from insignificant reasons, as if it were .

but- a hunting expedition; and as .regards its propriety, he

may. leave the justification of it without concern to the

diplomatic corps, who are always too ready to give their

services for that purpose.8
Kant's concern with the government is not only in regard. to its relations
with other states, but he is anxious about its bearing upon the indi-
vidual, He says: "Every man is to be respected as an absolute end in
himself; and it is a crime against the dignity that belongs to him as a
human being, to use him as g mere means for some external purposeo?9
Kant's republican form of govermment is a unique example of the type
generally considered republican. He is not adverse to having a monarch
or kings; in fact, it 1s easiest to get a perfect government that way. It
is a conservative and aristocratic doctrine which found junction between
idealism and the :Prussian view of the state,

The .intellectual predominance of Germany begins with Kant; and
German Idealism after Kant, as well as later German philosophy, was pro-
foundly influenced by his use of‘history as basis for his writings. His

influence upon his successors was so great that it is virtually impossi-

ble to understand them without knowing where they found some of their

8Ibid., pp. 76-77.

9
Ibido, pn 21.
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basic ideas. The Kantian movement wés to become a part of the German
culture, and many of his followers took for granted the doctrines he-had
presented.

- The two major literary figures of the idealistic movement were
Johann Wolfgang Goethe-and Friedrich Schiller. Both were, in their early
- years, romanticists of the Storm and Stress school. Vastly influential
during their own lives, their major centributions to the later romantic
movement lies in the misinterpretation that has no consistently plagued
their work. Works that were mistaken for natienalistic writings were
intended to portray the humanism, universalism, and individual freedom
that both men felt necessary to save Germany from chaos.

Coming from two social .extremes, their monumental friendship was
founded upon the need of each for the cemplementary. persecnality of the

other. A thorough devotee of Kant and Rousseau, Schiller's William Tell

‘was a masterpiece of humanitarianism, but has been constantly transformed
into a cry for nationalism.lo
Goethe's unfailing portrayal éf'the frustrated and defeated superman
caused his works to be classed with the advocates of the genius-leader
school, which is an injustice to his attempt to show the value of the
individual as a world citizen asropposed to a tool of the nation.11 It

is unfortunate that the Storm and Stress period of both.Schiller and

Goethe had more influence on future generations than diq their much

10Hans Kohn, The Mind of Germany, (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons,
1960), pp- 18"l|-8o

1l1pid,
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longer period of universal idealism.

Contemporary to Goethe and Shiller, and without their universal bent
toward idealism, was Kant's immediate»succéssor, both in the chair at the
University of Berlin and as the leading German philosopher, Johann Gott-
lieb Fichte. Fichte picked up the subjectivism of Kant and carried it to
its extreme, He maintained that the Ego is the only ultimate reality, and
that it exists only because it assumes that it exists. The non-Ego, which
is the opposing force and subordinate to the Ego, exists only Because the
Ego assumes that a conflicting element exists, This Ego became, through
channels of reasoning so peculiar to Fichte, the absolute of existence.
This absolute Ego -was, in turn, worked into being the essence of the
German.character, which thus made the German the absolute, Using this
absolute, the German, Fichte developed his ideas to the premise that all

12 "To have charac-

Germans<were'superior‘tb all other mational peopleso
ter and to be a German®, says Fichte, "undoubtedly mean the same thingo”l3
There is recognizable in the Egoes of Fichte, his interpretation of
the Mantinomies” of Kant, though, of course, they have undergone some
evolution, Xant maintains there are four antincmies, or four sets of

propositions, mutually contradictory, each of which can be proven by

logic. Each set of antinomies consists of thesis and antithesis,

.
“2Reinhardt3 op.. cit., pp. 500-501.

13Johann Fichte, Addresses to the German Nation (Chicago and Londons
The Open Court Publishing Company, 1922), p. 208,

lACf. Kant, The Critique of Pure Reason, (New York: The Macmillan
Company, 1907), p. 215 ff.




v

Fichte and Hegel both adopted Kant's opposing propositions without sub-
stantial change. Under Fichte the element of Ego grew into a kind of
spiritual pantheism with a world-spirit directing all 1life and activity
toward a final goal of perfection. On this basis Fichte worked out a
whole philosophy of nationalistic statism, which had great influence upon
later generations in Germany.

Fichte's indealistic views of the German character as the sublime
being of creation and the most important revelation in the history of
humanity may have been exaggerated for emphasis. If so, they achieved
their goal, at least with»Hegel.15

Fichte's position at the University of Berlin gave him the opportuni-
ty he needed to expand and preach his ideas. He proclaimed to his
countrymen the ideal of a united and powerful Germany with a mission to
carry to the civilized world. It should assume its place readily, there-
fore, asleader—nation.16

Fichte constantly stressed the necessity of adhering to a concept
of moral law as the gulding principle of actions for individuals and
nations. Here again we see Kant. But, he also demanded that the indi-
vidual's desires should at.all times be subordinated to the best inter-

-ests of the nation, and this Was very foreign to Kant. Fichte taught

that the state should rule with an eye to justice and prosperity For all

15cf. Edward Caird, Hegel (Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott and
Company, 1883), pp. 5-8.

léFiChte, Op. Eﬂj._t_o, Po 21+80
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its subjects. It should, therefore, regulate prices and insure to each
individual his proportiocnate share of the national wealth.l! The state
should be a self-contained economic unit and fereign trade should be
carried on through the government since it was the indifference and
selfishness of individuals that caused the downfall of strong -states.l8
In Fichte, then, we begin to see the seeds of state socialism.
Fichte's ultimate goal was the perfect .state, which he felt could be
achieved through the superior nature of the Germans, His belief in .the
perfect state was to be founded on the solid basis of a perfect people,
In his increasingly bold praise of the German as the universal absolute,

Fichte could see the essence of a sublime people, . He felt that by proper

training the German could fulfill his goal. In his Addresses to the

German Nation he uses the phrase ™national education' which is to create

"a nation which first of all must have fulfilled the task of educating
v : 119
perfect human beings.,

William von Humboldt became Minister of Education before the death
of Fichte and implanted within the system his own idea of idealistic
humanism. Although Humboldt's educational reforms pleased Fichte, they
were not intended for the creation of a great master race in the sense

which Fichte had preachedozo

TTIbids, pp. 4-b6e
1‘8Ibido, je) 90

Y1pid., p. 40 £f.

20
Reinhardt, op. cit., p. 439.
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- Fichte shared with Kant, Goethe, and Schiller the distinction of
being much misinterpreted. The obscurity and obJectivity, which was
characteristic of Fichte's works, allowed his followers much leeway for
variation, though he was in his own interpretation wvery positive and ac-
cepted only his own views of humanity and history's prophecy:for hu-
manity.

To place Fichte in.the school of idealism is not difficulty he may
equally be called romantic, nationalistic, or -absolutistic. It is of
‘1little conseguence that Fichte was unable to create his perfect state
during his own life; his greatest importance is his legacy to the German
nation, Paramount to history and other nations is the evolution of
‘Kant's ideas through Fichte and on to other idealists and romantics.
Especially was this influence seen in Fichte's successor as leading
German philosopher, Georg Wilhelm Hegel,

Hegel was much more the true disciple of Kant than was Fichte,
though not slavishly. Although Hegel was younger than Fichte, it was
Hegel's interpretation of Kant, culminating in the theory of the real as
rational, rather than Kant himself, that Fichte used to justify his ab-
solute political obedience. Generally, however, the debt seems to be
balanced,

Hegel's philgsph%¢>process followed Kant so closely that he even ac-
cepted Kant's caféé;riéé; which may explain the statement that to under-

stand Hegel it is first;ﬁééessary to read Kant.Zl Hegel is considered

2lCaird,..uo‘__Q..cit., pe 1l.
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to be the most difficult to understand of all the great philosophers.22

It may be true that the maze of extravagant phraseology has in every case
been misinterpreted. Nevertheless, it is the ihterpretation that is imr
portant. In spite of his obscurity, Hegel won a great number of ad-
herents and through them. exerted tremendous force upon later intellectual
currents, Especially potent was his influence in Germany during the
nineteenth century, the early stages of which he lived to'enjoy.

Two things distinguish Hegel from his contemporaries and his prede-
cessors: his logic and his dialectic. In his contradictory forces we
readily find the influence of Kant. He did not begin with Kant, however;
much of his foundation can be found. in Rousseau. . Hegel selects for
special. praise the distinction between the general will and the will of
all that was invented by Rousseau. He says, "when the will wills ration-
ally it is, ipso facto, not merely the individual will, it is then in it-
self ‘the universal will",%>

Hegel follows Kant with his "Absolute Idea" and Fichte with the
Abselute always being in conflict with its opposite., To the thesis and

antithesis, Hégel added synthesis., Synthesis was the resulting product

reached by evelutien through the opposition of thesis and antithesis.zh

22‘1?.ussell,qgg. cits, pe 730,

-23Quoted in Wo To Stace, Philosophy of Hegel (Dover Publications,
InC.,,no do) Pe Z-I-OBO

2
G. Fo Wo Hegel, Fragments, tr. T. M. Knox (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1948), p. 260 ff,
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‘He regarded the universe as in a condition of flux with everything tending
to pass inte its opposite. This process is repeated over and over again
wiﬁh each new creatidn representing an improvement in the-stéte of eivili-
zation and the universe. But Hegel's conception of evolution was not

just automatic. He believed the whole process to be guided by the uni-
versal reason of God. Evolution, he maintains, is the unfolding of God

in history. In the introduction to the Philosophy of History, he states:

The only thought which philosophy brings with it to the
contemplation of history is the simple conception of Reason;
that Reason is the sovereign of the world; that the history
of the world, therefore, presents us with a rational process,
This conviction and intuition is a hypothesis in the domain
of history as such. In that of philosophy it is no hypothesis.
It is there proved by speculative cognition, and Reason--and
this term may here suffice us, without investigating the re-
lation sustained by the universe to the Divine Being--is Sub-
stance, as well as Infinite Power; its own infinite material
underlying all the natural and spiritual life which it origi-

" nates, as also the Infinite Form, that which sets the material
in motion. Reason is the Substance of the universe.

History, then, is the unfolding of the will of Godj therefore, history
discloses God's purpose to humanity.

The war of opposites, he argued, would ultimately lead to-a benefi-
cent goal., This goal he described as the perfect state, in which the
interests of every: citizen would be perfectly blended with the interests
of Society. In fact, Hegei worshipped the state in a much more raptur-
ous fashion than did any other idealist. He held that true liberty con-
. sists in subjection to political society, and that the individual has no

rights which the state is bound to respect; for without the state the

235G Wo Fo Hegel, Philosophy of History (New York: P. F. Collier
and Son, 190D), p. 9.
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individual would be nothing but animal. There is no softening of his
statement, "The State is the Divine Idea as it exists on earth".26

The most -noticeable object of Hegel's political philosophy is also
an adoptien from Rousseau. ‘He borrowed the word freedom, and along with
the word he took the misuse that Rousseau had attributed to it. This
most peculiar brand of freedom arises from his belief that there is no
freedom without law. He says:

In the history of the World, only those peoples can come
under our notice which form a state. For it must be under-

stood that this latter is the realization of Freedom, is.e. of

the absolute final aim, and that it exists for its own sake.

It must further be understood that all the worth which the

human being possesses—-all spiritual reality, he possesses

only through the State . . . . We have in it, therefore, the

object of History in a more definite shape than before; that

in which Freedom obtains objectivity, and lives in the enjoy-

ment of this objectivity. For law is the objectivity of

Spirit; volition in its true forme. Only that will which

- obeys law, is free; for it obeys itself--it 1s independent
and so free.?
Freedom, then, seems merely to be the right to obey the law,

There is nothing liberal in the doctrine of Hegel; freedom is the
right of the state, and any recipient is qualified only so far as the
state feels the individual deserves his freedom., It is not odd that
Hegel feels that 1life’'is not made for: happiness; rathér, life is for
achievement. "The history of the world is not the theatirs .of happi~
ness'; he says, "periods of happiness are blank pages in it, for they

26
Ibido, Pe 870

27
Tbid., p. 39.
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are periodS'of'harmony".28 It can be no other way since all is de-
termined by contradiction. Contradiction is conflict, and conflict is

not peace and happinéss. Here we see the hint to these who follow that
in order to have happiness with the inevitable conflict he predicts, they
will have to ildentify war with happiness and make it -noble. It is a

very easy step with dialectic.

Like Fichte, Hegel called for a hero to bring unity and greatness
upon the German nation, He never failed in his admiration for Napoleon
‘Bonaparte.zg Germany, toc, needed a great personality to:lead them to
thelr rightful position as‘leaders of the world. Destiny would provide
the leader with all the required traits., Hegel said:

- Such individuals had no censciousness of the general Idea

they were unfolding; « » s but they had an insight into the

requirements of the time--what wasiripe for development. This

was the very Truth for their age, for their woerld; the species

next in or:-deré so to speak, and which was already formed in the

womb of time,

This genius was confirmation of the direction of the Absolute'Idea which
transcends the limitations of the individuai while helding steady to the
universal harmony of all things,

In his later years Hegel became increasingly more conservative, de-
nouncing the radicals as dreamers and proclaiming the Prussian the
latest expression of his Absolute., The :gift of this great prophet was
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that he taught Germany how to feel, think and dream.
Romanticism

Notwithstanding the vigor of the idealists in art, the .force of the
romantic influence began to dominate the channels of literature and phi-
losophy. Not to be denied, romanticism quickly supplanted ideglism-at
its first weakening in:order -to have its day before the coming nation-
alism,

Thherent in romanticism was the glorification of the instincts and
emotions as opposed to a worship of the intellect. - Perhaps the most
notable difference between the ideclogies ‘of romanticism and idealism is
‘in the sentimental nature of romanticism, Included in romanticism were
such elements-as a deep veneration for nature, a contempt for formaliém,
a sentimental love for humble folk, and often a flaming zeal to remake
the world.

After the beginning of the nineteenth century romanticism flourished,
attaining the zenith of its growth just before the middle of the century.
It ‘was not confined to literature but was, as well, a vital force in
painting and musice. Roemanticism still had to compete in some fields
with idealism, especially in the early stages of the movement, but it was
by far the more vigorous literary and artistic influence in the mid-1800°%s,

The .romantic movementrappeaied_to a . greater portion of the popula-
tien. than had everlbeeﬁ reached by idealism, Caught in the fast‘moving
-events and excited by the growing nationalism, the emotional Germans

longed above all to know‘themselves, to know their own past and
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their mission in the world. Imbued with the idea 'of their mission
preached by the idealists, . they cherished the bonds of home and

the age-old customs of ‘their own people. Along with growth of a feeling
of cultural importance for their mation, romanticism taught them to be-
lieve in the unique, to doubt the absolute, and to question the finality
of conceptual knowledge and a definite system .of rules and laws.

. Romanticism had & tendency to be hostile to-reason-énd science. The
adoration of nature, the old, the:grand, and especially the medieval were
features of romanticism especially pleasing to its German adherents.
Protestantism, lack of national unity, entrenched feudalism and enduring
. vestiges of the Middle Ages may have affected the ascendency of romantic-
-ism in Germany. Whatever the cause, Germany was always more susceptible
to romanticism than any-other country, and led in providing a governmental

routlet for the=antierational philosophy of maked will.,31

In practical
politics,.romanticism is most important as -an ally of nationaliém.
Romanticism served to pull together many of the tenets of the coming
naticnalisms, Belief in the power of the soul and spirit, as it appears
in religion and -among the people, in tradition and an affinity with the
soll and in personal worth and genius were all part of the :growing
organism., A movement so diverse could produce any kind of thesis and
antithesis: -an attitude entirely unpolitical, turned away from the

-world and its doings, dedicated to the reflective and metaphysical, and

the exact opposite of this--a pronounced natienalism rooted in a people

31,
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23

inspired by history.32

Some of the leading personalities of the romantic movement were odd
to the point of being fanatics, others seem to have merely been nation-
alistic, willing to accept the concept that the means justifies the end.
This intensity may have had much to do with their ability to fire the
people to a point of higher emotionalism than idealism had ever attained.

Common to all ages, there was the tendency of many writers and
thinkers to take their cue from the dominant political trend, which in
this period was relatively conservative., Romanticism reconciled, in the
minds of its adherents, the great contradittion -of individuality and strong
rule.

One of the : most complete romantics, albeit an ultra-pessimist, was
Arthur-Schopenhauer. The middle class seeking to find a channel of ex-
pression was defeated on every hand. The educated middle class soon be-
gan to iook upon the ideals of human well-being and freedom as absurd.
The reactionary susbicion begot the usual attitudes of resignation or
‘pessimism., Schopenhauer is the embodiment of this pessimism. His phi-
losophy supplied the appropriate interpretation for the middle clasé.

In his philosophy, irrational forces triumphed over the reasonable and
the good.33

Schopenhauer, like Nietzsche, is in many ways peculiar among phi-

losophers, Unlike Kant, Fichte and Hegel, he dislikes Christianity,

32 .
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preferring both Hindnism.and.Buddhism, A man of wide~ranging interests,
he is usually free from nationalism. Schopenhauer does not maintain the
scholarly -tone of Kant and Hegel; yet, as a professor, he was not com-
pletely anti-academic. His special appeal was less to the professional
 philosophers than to the literary and artistic rea.lms..Bl+

Schopenhauer begins the emphasis upon Will which is characteristic
of much nineteenth and twentieth century philosophy., Going out of his
way to anfagonize the university teachers, he is esﬁecially acid toward
Hegel., "I cahnot see", says Schopenhauer, "that between Kant and myself
anything ha§ been done in philosophy."35 What is this philosophy that
was:.second. only to Kant's? It is Will, Schopenhauer'leaves~no doubts
as to the interpretation he wishes to follew in his writing. He is
-emphatic:

I hold this thought--that the world is will--to be that

which has long been sought for under the name of philosophy,

and the discovery of which is therefore regarded, by those

who are familiar with history, as quite as impossible as the

discovery of the philosgpher's stone,
- Will, then, is the essence of man, the essence of life in all its forms,
and even of inanimate matter, It is the long-sought-after "thing-in-

itselfM--the ultimate inner reality and secret of all things, and force

is a.form of’this-will.37 The will, of course, is a will to live, and a

31+Russell, ope cit., p. 751,
35 Arthur Schopenhauer, The World as Will Idea (London: K, Paul,
Trench, Trubner and Company Ltd., 1907-1909), Vol. II, ps 5.

36Ibid0, Vol. I, Do vii,

37Ibid,, Vol. I,:p. 1L,
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will to maximum life., The eternal enemy of the will to live must be
death. Like Hegel and Fichte, Schopenhauer has opposing forces.38
Schopenhauer's will, as a .whole, is free, because it is the only
~willy therefore, there is no higher will to limit it. Freedom is in-
voluntarily subject to control, " « » « each part of the Universal Will
-=-each species, each organism, each organ--is irrevocably determined by
the whole"'.39

,Schopenhauer's@will is not a benevolent wille, It leads the strong
to devour the weak, Selfishness, pain, and misery are inseparable from
life, and therefore, the only road to happiness,for'him consists in com-
Pplete denial of life, or as much of it as is possible, Finally, and
above all, 1life is evil because 1life is war, Everywhere in nature we
see strife, competition, conflict, and a suicidal alternation of victory
and defeat., Every species fights for the matter, space, and time of the
otherss ™" ., . . even the human race . « » reveals in itself with most
terrible distinctneéss this conflict, this variance of the will with it-
- self; :and we find homo homini lupus (Man is a wolf to man)a"ho

Perhaps the most important legacy :Schopenhauer ieft to the German
people is his preaching anew the ennobling worshipuafhheroes. On genius
he writes: '"genius holds up to us the magic -glass.in which all that is

_38Ibid., Vol. I, p. 192,
,39 ‘
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essential and significant appears to us collected and placed in the
clearest light, and what is accidental and foreign is left out",4l
Schopenhauer's views on genius are virtually a restatement of Hegel's
"Absolute Idea'. However, regardless of his dislike for the latter, he
gives to Hegel's genius the ability of the personality to wield some
control over the exercise of his unusual power. Schopenhauer says:
Genius is simply the completést objectivity,--i.e., the

objective tendency of the mind . « « + Genius is the power of

leaving one's own interests, wishes and aims entirely out of

sight, of entirely renouncing-one's own personality for a time,

so as to remain pure knowing subject, clear vision of the

world /results/. . . 42

In his lifetime, Schopenhauer remained virtually unheeded and un-
heard due to the ascendency of Hegel. In the succeeding generation, how-
ever, his philosophy displaced Hegel's and all faith in world reason. In
spite of all its material successes and greater opportunity, the edu-
cated German middle class took Schopenhauer's depressing philosophy of
i’ate.tF3 Schopenhauer's "naked will" became a cry for all the nation
supporting their willingness'to impose their culture upon others.
Schopenhauer gave.a new.emphasis tolKant's and Hegel's freedom of
will, limited by the function of the whole. His will, and his views on

war and heroes, were left for others to develop in their own way.

- In attempting to judge the importance of literary romanticism as

“lthid., Vvol. I, p. 321.
421vid., Vol. I, p. 240.

L3cf. Konrad Heiden, Der Fuehrer (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1944), p. 223.



27

a factor of mational progress, it should be noted that there are many
limitations. The disdain .for reason and scientific-analysis by even the
most moderate of the romantics was certainly a serious handicap. The
exaggerated emotionalism ocecasionally made a mockery of some of the most
laudablg intentions. Excesses of sentimentality are not easily con-
trolled, .To allow free relign to the emotions in one direction is to run
the risk of an impairment of judgment in others. It was, perhaps; for
this reason also that the liberalism of such a great number of the ro~
mantics eventually gave way to nationalism, as in the case of Joseph von
FEichhorn and Savighy. Belng both political philosophers and law teachers,
they set out to prove that the laws of the state were cultural. They
sought to restore Roman law through the romantlc process of presenting
law as firmly.rooted in the folk spirit of German history,.

One of the most important religious writers of the romantic movement
was the Lutheran Reformist, Friedrich Schleiermacher. An eminent theo-
logian in his time, using feeling as the basis for moral law, his
writings attempted to reconcile religion with the demands of a strong
state.hh

As romanticism becams more infused with nationalism in the minds of
certain perscnalities, 1t adopbted increasingly varied connotations which
added to its characteristic of diversity., Schopenhauer, one of the glants
.of the romantic movement, was a .fervent admirer of Napoleon., ZErnest

Moritz Arndt, who was as strong in the field of literature as Schopenhauer

44Valentin, op. cit, pp. 341, 378,
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was in philosophy, was an avid hater of Bonaparte and made him the center
of much of his nationalistically inclined poetry. Arndt was the voice of
the lower class and knew hqw to express.the need of the Germans, their
dreams and their faith, in words that they understood. His appeal to the
lower and middle classes gave him a vast influence over public opinion,
“In union with Heinrich von Treitschke, the Pan-Prussian historian,
Arndt found that history proved the ascendency of the Germans inevitable
because of their common descent and. common language, Unlike in other
nations,: the German language had been passed down without being adulter-
ated by-cdnquerors; instead, the dominant nature of the German had caused
its spread in pure form.*? The highest form of religion, according to
Arndt, was the love for the fatherland, a love that was stronger than the
love for laws, rulers, parenﬁs, wives or childrens In Arndt we find the
beginnings of the nationalism that 1s founded upon a hatred of anything
foreign or-noanerniano Again we see language as the basis for differ-
entiation between what is German. and what is alien., Language was the
basis of culture, for Arndt, and culture determined the nation. Only
through .the state can the full inkerited greatness of a people be at-
tained., He felt that all great things which a man doés, forms, thinks,
and invents, as a hero, an artist or a lawgiver must come from the l'i.c';Lt:'l.on,z"'6
To Arndt, love for the romantic beauty .of the German cultural heritage was

more than a political belief, In him we can find the signs of nationaliam

Z+5Kohn, ODo E:L_Ea, ppo 75""800

Ji
+6Ibid,,, pe 77
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that is to become a religion which displaces any other loyalties.

Government was not based on any new concepts for Arndt; like all
else, history demonstrated that the German people were, by culture and
heritage, monarchical., Further, any attempts to set up representative
types of government had resulted in a reversion to monarchy due to a
national preference for '.rnona,r’chy.‘L"7

Arndt was able to carry in his philosophy a belief in universalism,
Although it would seem utterly contradictory to such a strongly nation-
alistic person, Arndt was true to his own doctrines, HiS'univeréalism
was strictly a German universalism. God had given to the supreme being,
the German, the whole world. The will of God would assert itself by
making the greatest world-nation conceivable a German-reality.AS

Concurring with Arndt, Treitschke took the purity of race and
language as basis for his mixture of romanticism and nationalism, Thelr
difference lay .in the fact that Treitschke had a love that was as strong
or superior to that for the whole German state--Prussia. Strongly anti-
semitic and anti-soclalistic, his two contemporaries, Marx and lassalle,
may have contributed to his animosity. The romantic Treitschke; who
.idoliged the state, felt that goveranment should be organized to diffuse
the national civilization of the aristocratic ruliﬁg classs Although he

coined the phrase "national liberals"; the amount of liberalism he really

)"
”71bid09 Do 79
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49

felt seems to have been minute.

Fundamentally a worshipper of everything Prussian, Treitschke shows
the romantic belief in the superiority of the German race and mission to
the world., His romantic bent led him to find a basis for all his doctrines
in history, and he claims history not only demonstrates German predomi-
nance, but that Prussia will be the leading element in unifying Germany
50 that she may fulfill her mission,

For Treitschke only monarchial power afforded adequate scope for
human development. Only the mighty state could offer proper protection
for the flowering of culture and intellectual life.

Treitschke demanded not liberty from the state, but liberty .in the
state, limited only by the aims of the state, He says: " . o « what
thrills us « - o even more in the Ordensland than its romantic charm, is
the profound doctrine of the supreme value of -the State, and of civic
subordination teo the purpcses of the State o » o 150 History had also
revealed to him that the German; as Hegel had contended was .strong and
capable of rulings for "Kindliness . o » is wrongfully declared to be
an essential virtue of the Germans".”’L He was so sure of the powerful,
harsh vitality of the German, that in comparison he felt that Bismarck's
52

boast of iron and blood was shallow Junkerdom, Treitschke is able to

Q9Heinrich von Treitsechke, Origins of Prussianism, (London: George
AMllen and Unwin, Itd., 1942), p. 8.
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declare as glorious and uplifting the war in which Hegel could find
neither happiness nor anything noble, He felt he had proven positively
the indestructible and blissful necessity of war, He could even justify
it with history. He states: "Tn thé unhappy clash between races in-
spired by fierce mutual enmity, the blood-stained savagery of a quick
war of annihilation 1s more humane, less revelting, than the specious
clemency of sloths o o & & n>

A contemporary of Treitschke who wasvable tc accomplish far more in

the way of practical politics was Friedrich Ludwig Jahn, Founder of the

Turnerschaft, physical education was only one product of Jahn's ideas,

In accord with Arndt and Treitschke, Jahn found the basis for his ro-
-mantic views in history. His personality included much that was ideal-
istic, He set up a new ideal in language, morals, manners, and the con-
cept of 'the duties of the state.5h
The Turnerschaft was consclously German and strove to inspire within
the youth loyalty to the nation which was to be created by the willpower,
discipline, unity and Vigilant watchfulness of the members,

The philosophy of Fichte, and the educational theories of Humboldt,

were to become a reality in the Turnerschaft of Jahn. The soul of the

gymnastic society was the cultural spirit itself and was to build the
German in his true tradition without the adulbteration of soft and cosmo-

politan 1life brought about by the growth of city life, The gymnastic

53Treitschke, op. cits, PPs 55-56,

54Valentin, op. cits, ps 346
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movement did not attempt to hide its desire to shape a potentially
potent military force which was to fight to carry out. the mission of the
German nation.

The romanticists regarded music in a somewhat different light than
‘had been true under the idealists, - Its essential nature was no longer
beauty, but mainly the expression of man's inner moods. It must not just
please but must stir a sympathetic wvibration in the listener. The masters
of music ware well able to accomplish this excitement of the listener.

To a great. extent, the romantic composers, as in the other fields of the
arts, responded to the exciting political drama about them., They were
particularly successful in fanning the mounting flames of nationalism
within the music-~loving German, It was Franz Schubert, under the in-
fluence of romanticism, who created the German Lied, which Wagner was to
transform into the very essence of nationalism,

The outstanding musical figure of the late nineteenth century was
the strongly racialistiec Richard Wagner., The romantic movement in German
music reached its culminating point in Wagner, who made Bayreuth a center
for naticnalistic intellectuals., Wagner concurred with the romanticists
in their high regard for philosophy, mythology, and religion, Like them,
he was in love with the German past and intensely interested in the
national destiny of the fatherland as the natural conclusion to their
cultural fertility. Wagner partly continued and partly initiated a
-number of beliefs assoclated with his Music-Drama, which were derived

from his love of history, contemporaries and personal biase??

=

’Leon Stein, The Racial Thinking of Richard Wagner (New Yorks Phi-
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In Wagner a rebelliousness was turned into a driving force in the
behalf of the German tradition, Much under the influence of Schopenhauer!'s
writings, Wagher was able to. spread the philosophy of the romantic pessi-
mist to the listening world as well as the literary and professional

56

realms. Wagner's lust for power, closely akin to Nietzsche's ideas,
made him the perfect medium for transmitting the more nationalistic
doctrines of romanticisme.

Wagner, drawing, perhaps, from his friend Gobineau, gave the first
strong -impetus to the doctrine of race in Germany, The philosophy of
race mingled linguistic, ethnical, and sociological factors with a hatred
that was in close accord with the teachings of romanticism and idealism.
Wagner was to use the romantic teachings with a deliberate-purposeo57

The romantic sense of life, so much a part of his early years, ma-
tured with the romance of battle and the atmosphere of class struggle
that accompanied the founding of nationalism. Wagner and his followers
began tco apply thelr efforts beyond the musical world, They. constituted
a school of rigid dogma, a propaganda group, in Bayreuth, and they de-
veloped into a coterie of prophets who labored untiringly as agitators.
Wagner'!s -following, at first no more than a fanatical sect, consisted of
academicians, artists and critics., Thelr influence soon extended itself

into virtually a political and social community. Wagner, his followers

56Richard Wagner, Letters of Richard Wagner, ed, Wilhelm Altmann
(New York: Eo.P. Dutton and Company, Inc., 1936), Vol, II, p. 107,
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and his work, became a nationalistic organ with only the traces of ro-
manticism bent on sowing the seeds of anti—Semitism,58

The most portent-laden legacy of Wagner was the thorough founding
of the anti-Semitism that became the focal point of most Germany nation-
alists, It is in Wagner's late writings that we begin to see the Jew
blamed for any form of aegradation and decay that had taken place in
Germany. This doctrine was quickly seilzed by :his bedy of followers and
spread throughout the nmation, growing in intensity along with the in-

creasing na.t:i.cmayZL:“Lsmmb9
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CHAPTER IIX

€

REFLECTIONS OF IDEALISM AND ROMANTICISM IN NATIONALISM

As we have seen the German people first became aware of itself as a
nation with a uniquely German mind and soul from the ideals proclaimed by
the romadnticists and idealists. Through each medium of expression ran
the influence of these forces., There were a few cases of advocates of
universal concepts; but as idealism and romanticism progressed, their
followers increasingly satisfied themselves with the smaller unit of the
nation. ‘The feeling of a consciousnéss of nationhood may arise because
of many different factors., In most cases the factors which weld diverse
groups together are a common  history.and common aspirations for the
future of the unit, both of which were ends of rcomanticism and ideslism,
In addition, a feeling of particular oneness may be the result of pe-
culiarities of race, langusge, rellgion, culture, or economy and, no
doubt, many other factors., Although nationalism in proper amounts is
often. a beneficeﬁt force, particulsrly in those instances when it takes
the form of struggles for liberty, more often 1t is é.force so intense
that it leads to destruction. To bulld such a force is to run the risk
of over-creation and explosion. It is one of the major factors of in-
fluence found in Jingoism, militarism, and in ambitions to conquer and

dominate, All too often the leading personalities or groups recognize

35
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the potential impact of such patriotism and gamble upon their ability to
ride the crest to power., The inherent danger of such a gamble is uysu-
ally accepted.

The extremes to which the idealistic and romantic philosophies were
carried by some of thelr more original:thinkers allowed every fanatia to
find some doctrine to which he could consent. As the heat of nationalism
became more intense, the-extremism‘of the zealots found its.element.

From a vague sentlment during the mid-century decades, it grew into a
force stronger than religional

Co=-existent with democracy and liberalism, militant naticnalism was
more powerful than either in Germany and frequently thwarted or stifled
boths German nationalism had developed into an aggressive movement for
the right of 1ts people, united by cultural and ethnic ties, to determine
its own destinles., Its more extreme manifestations were exemplified by
a frenzied worship of political power and a slavish devotion to doctrines
of racial superiority strongly bolstered by illusions of national worth,.
‘German nationalism took the character of M"Germany over all'y whether
right or wrong.  In most minds, however, there was no doubt that it was
wholly right.

We have looked briefly at the major personalities of the romantic
and idealistic movements that led to the glorification-and cultural unity
0f the German peopls. We will now look at the leaders of the national-

istic movemeunt; leaders who embodied the principles of one or the other,

_lValenting ORe Cites, Do 363,
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or-both, of the schools of romanticism and idealism,

Perhaps the most unique doctrine of consequence in the German scene
after 1850 comes frsm Friedrich Nietzsche, To put Nietzsche among either
the romantics or-the nationalists would have incurred his wrath. He de-
nounced both often and with fervor., This seems to have been his way of
covering up his debts, for he was acecustomed to denouncing those who most
influenced him, His outlook of aristocratic anarchism is very similar
to both remanticism and nationalism. He follows many of them in his at-
tempts to maintain an equilibrium while preaching ruthlessness, war, and
aristocratic pride, and at the same time glorifying philosophy, litera-
ture, and the arts.2 Nevertheless, Nietzsche 1s the perfect example of
both. .romanticism and idealism, having within his works most of the wide-
ranging elements of both. He exemplifies both schools carried to theilr
ultimate, and whether or not he intended to ally himself to nationalism,
.the resulting philosophy became the tool of German nationalistse.

The most important influences on Nietzsche's ideas,; which he often
seems to have merely reshaped, were Schopenhauer, Wagner, and Gobineau.
The first two he acknowledged with a volume -of his writing.

The cardinal idea of most of Nietzsche's work 1s the netion of
natural selection, He felt men should harden themselves against feeling
pity for the "botched weak". "The most spiritual men, as the strongest,

Tind their happiness where others would find their destruction®,

2Russell; 0po gites, Do 761,
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Nietzsche writes, "in the labryrinth, in hardness against themselves and
others, in experiments: their joy is self-conquest; asceticism becomes
in them nature, need and instinct . s o « They are the most venerable
kind of manj that does not preclude thelr being the most cheerful and
kindlj'_esto"3 Netural selection may prove too slow, and Nietzsche has no
.objection to the state helping rid itself of those that are not excellent
stock04 He believed that such a weeding out of the unfit would eventu-
ally produce a race -of supermen--not merely a race of physical glants,
but-men distinguished above all for thelr moral courage and their strength
of character, Those who .should be allowed to perish in nature's struggle
are the moral wesaklings, the ineffective and craven ones, who have neither
the strength nor the courage to battle nobly for a place in the sun.

The reason, according to Nietzsche, for the diluted state of the
human race is Christianity. Christianity is "more harmful than any vice®
becguse 1t sympathizes with the weak instead of the higher type of man.
‘He states:

The fact that the strong races of Northern Europe did

not. repudiate the Christian God, certainly does not do -any

.credit to thelr-religious power, not to speak of their taste.

They, ought to have been able successfully to .cope with such

a morbid and decrepit offshoot of decadence, 4nd a curse

lies on their:heads; because they were unable to cope with
‘hims  they made illness, decrepitude and contradiction a part

3Fredrich-l\?ietzsche, The Complete Works, ed., Oo,Levy\(New York:
The Macmillan Company,. 1925), Vol. XVI, pp. 218-219.
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.of all thelr instincts,--since then they have not created any

other God! .Two thousand years have passed and not a. single

new God! But still there exists, and as if by.right,--like an

ultimum and maximum of god-creating power,--the creator

spiritus in man, this miserable God of Christian monotono-

theism! This hybrid creature of decay, monmmtony, concept

and contradictiorn, in which all the instincts of decadence,

all the cowsrdices and languors of the soul find their

‘sanction!--

‘This plague of religion would have to be removed before the laws of
natural selection could be allowed to work,

In Nietzsche can be found traces of the anti-Semitism that was so
strong .in his friend Wagner. Nietzsche, however, was no more the anti-
Semite than he was the anti-Christian, The Jew was at fault only because
he had brought Christianity upon the earth in an effort to gain revenge
upon other races. This connection of the two religions demanded that the
moral supremacy of Christianity and Judaism should be overthrown. Both
of these religions, he alleged, were Oriental cults glerifying the
virtues of slaves and other downtrodden folk., They exalted into virtues
qualities which ought to be consldered vices--humility, nonresistance,

 mortification of the flesh, and pity for the weak and incompetent.7 By
© supporting these qualities the state prevents the elimination of the un-
fit and preserves them to pour degenerate blood into the veins of the
race,

After the hihdrance of religion is removed, the way is clear for

the creation of the M"Superman'. Nietzsche's superman displays his debt

©Tbid,, pe 1hbe

TTbid., Vol. XIT, p. 117,
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to his predecessors, whether or not he:admitted the debt, Schopenhauer's
genius, Schiller's Karl Moor,. Goethe's Gotz, and Wagner's Siegfried seem
to all be put into the one Zarathustra., Less clear, but equally similar,
are the "Absolute! of Kant, the "Absolute Ego' of Fichte and the M"Abso-
lute Idea' of Hegel, Nietzsche pays his tribute to the great Kant in a

'manper'other than just imitation. He takes it for granted in his The

N

Will to Power that Kant is considered the basis of ﬁhﬁlosophy of conse-

querlce.s8
Nietzsche's superman or "blond beast™ is found in his work Thus

Spake Zarathustra, a work full of portent and prophecy, however much mis-

interpreted. This man that Nietzsche calls forth as his new God, his
disciples tried to bring to reality upon the earth. In this epic
Nietzsche sayss 'Dead are all Godsj now do we desire the superman to
live o » 9;0"9 He goes on to give the characteristics that this new God
most admires, Nietzsche writes: . "I teach you superman. Man is a some-
thing that s@all be surpassed, What have ye done to surpass him? What
is great in man is that he i1s a bridge and net a goal: What can be
loved in man is that he is a transition and a destruction."lo And what
does this superman think should be the feelings of the great men? ‘He
sayss

I love those who do not know how to live except in
perishing, for they are those goling beyond.

8Tbid, Vol. XIV, po 3.

7Ibid,, Vol. XI, p. 91.

107pi4d., p. 6.
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I love the great despisers because they are the great
adorers, they are arrows of longing for the other shore,
I love those who do not :seek beyond the stars for a

reason to perish and be sacrificed, but who sacrifice

themselves to earth in order that earth may some day be-

come superman'®s . o o AL
This superman became so. important to Nitzsche that all of his writings
centered around this theme, It is not difficult to follow in Nietzsche
-muéh of the evil that characterized Schopenhauer's world. Unlike
Schopenhauer, Nietzsche felt that there was ample reason to expect the
best .and he could not resign bimself to a doctrine of fate. This may be
all the more reason why his doctrines were more potent; they offered
hope,

The impact of Friedrich Nietzsche's ideas was like that of an earth-
guake, Their effect increasged steadily as the decades passed. A whole
generation of young Germans learned from him how to feel, to think, and
to write, In Nietzsche, more than any other single German philosopher,
we see the preparation of the nihilism in which the beast of prey was to
- triumph over the morality of the Christianized Western civilizational2

It is only logical that Nietzsche, who followed Schopenhauer so
closely, should feel that monarchy is the highest form of government.

Democracy, as an outcome of Christianity, was the very acme of cors=

ruption, His hate for democracy, like that for the Jewish ideology, was

llij’_d,,‘pp@ 9-125

'lZWilliam BEbenstein, Man and the State (New York: Rinehart &
Company, Ince, 1947), p. 263 f£f,
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because it had brought about the destruction of the aristocratic loyalty
and friendship that can:be found only in the ruling class. In democracy
- Mresentful" little men whose "souls squint® were the slaves ruling
‘the masters_13 Nietzsche's views are characteristic of the romanticist
and nationalist position toward democracy-~a conception prevalent with
members of a sgociety that has had no experience in democracy. Concerning
democracy he says:
Parliaments may be very useful to a strongand versatile

statesman; he has something there to rely upon (every such

thing must, however, be able to resist!)--upon which he can

throw a great deal of responsibility., On the whole, however,

I could wish that the counting mania and the superstitious

"belief in majorities were not established in Germany, as with

.the Latin races, and that one could finally invent something

new sven in politics! It is senseless and dangerous to let

~the custom of universal suffrage--which is still but a short

~time under cultivation, and could easily be uprooted--take a

deepsr roots: whilst, of course, its introduction was merely

an expedient to steer clear of temporary difficulties,
In this we ses much of what was basic to Nietzsche., He was disgusted
with all men, who had degenerated into craven nonentities, incapable of
anything worthy of respects Democracy was a .sham brought on as a result
of the complete lack-of a leader with sufficient genius to master the
‘art of ruling, Nietzsche distrusted the conventional monarchies be-
cause everywhere they were floundering. He wanted strong rulers,

aristocratic geniuses with new innovations to show the world, Neitzsche's

society would be a soclety of Gods where Zarathustra would have colleagues

1
BNietZSChe, Ope. cits., Vol., XIII, pe 37s

ll“lb:"ui9 , Do 223,
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.of his own stature (and'Nietzsche‘too),15 The fact that Nietzsche wanted
to create something new was the call for those whe were willing to try.
He called for a man willing to go against all cenventions and- become
Zarathustra. The offerings which Nietzsche made for new creation were
were so radical that it is hard to determine whether they were more
creative or destructive, His bent for exaggeration was mistaken for
sincerity by many and the resulting chaos was definitely destructive,
Nietzsche's opposition to conventions was able to make a vast im-
pression. Much of its force lies in its unprecedented passion. Whern he
attacked, nothing survived, He was .equally relentless whether serious
or ironical. The rising generation of that period could never forget,
‘especially when oppression or confusion were ripe, what Nietzsche had
said~-about university professors, the organs of ‘the state, the -churches,
and democratic-Christian forms of life, ‘They,remembered his opening
statements in the Antichrists ."Wbat,is good?--All that enhances the
feeling of power, the Will to Power, and power itself in man. What is
bad?-=All that preoceeds from weakness. What is happiness?--The feeling
.that power is increasing,--that resistance has been oxrer’v-come."'16
Saint to his folleowers, heretic to his enemies, the ultimate prey
.of literal interpretation, overwhelmed with horror of the rising masses

" and their brutal instincts, he fled the world to iselation and insanity,

15Ibid,, Voles XI, pps 60, 94, 104,

16
TUIbid,, Vol. XVI, p. 128.
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Nietzsche. supplied his hated mass with the very tools with which to tear
down the whole‘heritage of idealistic and humanitarian views of -the
world which had been the basis of all German culture up to this time,
Unwittingly, and certainly against his will, he fostered the passions of
militarism, nationalism, and left the creation of his superman to,other
Ten .

One of the strangest advocates of the German people as the superior
peoples ‘of the world was the English born Houston Stewart Chamberlain,
Naturalized a German citizen al the age of twenty-seven, he became a
confidant of Wilhelm II and a strong nationalist supporter,

As with Treitschke and Wagner, Chamberlain found the key to history
and civilization in the racial heritage, In fact, "the importance of
each nation as & living power 1s dependent upon the proportion of genu-~
inely Teutoenic blood in its population » » » » True history begins at
- the moement when the Teuton, with his masterful hand, lays grip upen the
legacy of antiquity"@17 The strongly anti-Semitic racial doctrines of
‘Chamberlain were odd and baseless; however, their acceptance by the
- German  people was no more difficult than the acceptance of much else
that nétionalism brought to them, Unable tovdeny'Christ, Chamberlain
set out to prove that Jesus was not avJew,l8 Chamberlain has been ac-

cused of taking his view from his father-in-law, Richard Wagner, and

17Houston Chamberlain, Foundations of the Nineteenth Century (New
York: Jo Me Dent and Company, Philadelphia: J.Be. Lippencott Company,
1960), ps 33.

181p4d., Tntro. pp. vi-vii, pe 491
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merely expleting the theory.19

Taking his cue from Nietzsche, who used the term first, Chamberlain
firmly implants in the German vocabulary the term non-Aryan. Though
- somewhat indefinite, he determined that Jesus was Aryan.ZO Although not
willing to admit his inspiration, it appears evident that much that came
from the pen of Chamberlain could be found in Nietzsche, Kant, about
whom Chamberlain wrote a book, bequeathed to him the practice of backing
all ‘his arguments with history, however false,

Not satisflied to have revealed that .the :Jew was adulterating the
blood of the Teuton, Chamberlain worked out a program to purify the race.,
His plan consisted essentially of the four points, First, good material
must be availlable for the race to -be createds Second, the best material
.must be sought-out from the bulk of the population, Third, this material
must be prevented from adulterating itself by mixed breeding with in-
ferior bleood. The final step, very unlike Nietzsche, was not to attain
pure blood, He did net want inferior blood, but he-did not want pure
blo@Q, For Chamberlain, the-superman guality .could be attained only by
mixed breeding, controlled and selected from superior bloods, Chamber-
lain even felt that the proper mixture was very nearly attained in the

. 21
Prussilan.

19Ibide,_pp. vi-vii, ©See also Stein, ops cits, ppe. 97-98.

Orbid., p. 254

2J'.Heiden, op. cite, p. 236,



pr

It is noet surprising that so many of the notable personalities of
the romantic-tinted nationalism should have been historians. The uni-
versity was the center for dissemination for the culture and political
thought in Germany. As the rise of nationalism gained momentum, Leopold
von Ranke, one of Germany's greatest historians, began to give the move-
ment support. For Ranke, the state was a living thing, a growing organ-
‘ism-as it was for Fichte. As with Hegel, Ranke's state was "Supreme",
and could not be a member of a large international unit. Ranke says the
state is not a

v » o subdivision of something more general, but a living

thing, an individual, a unique self , ..+ o The position of

“the state in the world depends on the degree of independence

it has attaineds, It .is obliged therefore-to organize all its

internal resources for the purpose of self preservatlon. This

is the supreme law of the state,22
Fach state, then, must grow in its own unique way, to.its own end.

Much of Ranke's colleague Treitschke's views are very evident in his
theory of history and history's prophecies for the state, And both Hegel
and Fichte had preached that individual rights can come only after the
welfare of the state. To Ranke, domestic cares were too trivial and
burdengeme for the effective state to be disturbed,

Ranke's philosophy was characteristic of the nationalistic-period
in that it was anti-Western., 'He wanted a strong centralized government

that would nct be bothered with:the duty of vying for the faver of in-

ternal divisions. His theory of a dictatorial government "relegates

22Leopold von:Ranke, Dialogue on Politics (New York: = John Ilane
Company, 1913-14), p. 12.
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pelitics to. the fleld of power and of foreign affairs where it belongs";23
Following the First,World.War, which the Germans failed to .accept as
‘defeat, nationalism's anti-Western tendencies were intensified. The
policy of blaming ethers for thelr problems could not cure the depression
or stabilize the crumbling republic. As conditiqns-grew worse, new ele-
ments ‘and groups of unrest began to spring up throughout Germany. Ro-
-manticism and Idealism were to be seen in the philosophies of many of
‘these nationalistic bddies of reaction, Some of these organizations
" merged; some died a natural death, One of theose that merged with other
small groups and lingered until i1t could find strength was the National

Socialist Party.,

- ?3Ibid., p. 6.



CHAPTER IV

NATIONAL SOCTALISM AS ONE END PRODUCT OF NATIONALISM

In line with the precedents of German cultural history, the
National Socialist Party was to -arise from traditional impulses. From
the main currents of the Storm and Stress, idealism and romanticism,
evolved such attitudes:as the socialarevolutionary, liberal and conser-
vative., Aside from the ideais-of culture, the shift of social classes,
brought about by industrialization, was to play a major role in the rise
of parties., The position taken by the German people toward the heritage
of ‘romanticism and idealism and theif part in the rise of nationalism
was influenced by sectien, social strata, and individual interests., - The
wide ‘influence .of the class motive among the varioﬁs,schools was due, in
-some respect, te.the anti-revolutionary attitude»of'German nationalism.t

'The philosophies of liberalism and nationalism had sprung -from the
same fertile minds, but inevitably pulled in different directions. The
'more‘liberglism_was disappointed by the reactionary»attitudes of poli-
.tiéal powers, the more radipal it was to beccme. Nationalism opposed
everything foreign and credited all evils to‘Jews, revolutionaries, and
universalists, thereby tending to remain anti-revolutionary.

The development of natienalism had. entrenched several impOrtanﬁ

.lcf. Kohn, op. cit., p. 277 ff,
48
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elements into the political philosophy of Germany. Those that corr-
espond very .cleosely to the idealistic and romantic heritage were parti-
cularly important since they qould easily become an asset to the most
practical powerlseekers. The National Socialist Party was to incerporate
‘most of these tenets, Some of the general principles that mark the
National Soclalist thought will be examined before attempting to show
in more detail thelr correlation to the romantic and idealistic move-
ments.

The totalitarian or authoritarian cencepts that came to bear im-
portant impact on elements in the theory of the National Socialist Party
~were chiefly centered around the theme of the sovereignty of the state,

The state incorporates every interest and every loyalty of its members,

. Since the-stafe can get nowhere unless its members identify themselves
with a common purpose, there can be only one party, one press, one edu-
cations?  The citigen has no rights but simply duties. What nations
need -is not liﬁerty, but work, order, prosperity. The state should be
governed by an elite, which has demonstrated its right te rule by its
strength and by its superior understanding of the national idea.lsl.3

The general principles of-ﬁilitarism and nationalism were important
for their appsal to fringe areas allowing any person with pride in the

nation.to find a place within the party. The nation 1s the highest form -

'2Frederick L. Schuman, . The Nazi‘Dictathship»(New York: Alfred A,
Knopf, 1956), p» 2ike

' -BIb,id., po. 267,
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of society ever evolved by the human race., It has a life and a soul of
its own, apart from the lives -and the souls of the individuals who com~
.pose it. Internationalism is a gross perversion .of human progress.
Natiens which.de not expand eventually wither and die. War exalts and
_ennobles man and regenerates sluggish and decadent peoples., The nation
. must be made strong and great through self sufficiency, a powerful army,
and a. rapidly increasing birth rate.t

Cultural and traditional background played a strong role in the
philosophy and practice of the partys The nation.could not accept the
‘materialistic interpretation of history. The nation, through its
leaders,. could become anything it willed to become; its fate was not
-sealed by geographic position, A natien -had a right to.acquire "elbow
.room!”, Reasen can never be an adequate instrument for-the solution of
great mational problems. Intellect needs to be supplemented by mystic
faith, by self-sacrifice, and by worship of heroism and strength. The
German spirit is Will, not intellect.?

Before any dissection of ‘the polipies of the National Socialist
- Party is made we should determine where the policies originated, They
-came frem Adolf'Hitler. His philosophy and interpretation of history
can.be found in his bock Mein Kampf, Although Hitler's policies de-

viated in a few cases from those in his book (notably in regard to

4Tbida, pa 340,

’The Speeches of Adolf Hitler, Apr. 1922-Aug. 1939, ed. Norman
Baynes (Oxford University Press, 1942), Vol., I, p. 903-905, Vol. IT,
p. 1551,
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conflict with the Church), there appears to be little reason to doubt
that they were his sincere thoughts, at least at the time of writing,.
Often characterized as a megalomaniac, Hitler doubtless exaggerated. A
master of propaganda and persuasion, a genius in practical power-politics
and a personality of vastly diverse. characteristics, he could be ex-
-pected to be highly plastic in his actions., Hitler took pains, however,
to explain the necessity of duping the people, of propaganda, of "the big
© 1lie" and other somewhat shady methods of gaining power. He is very frank
and explains the best means of accomplishing these aims., With this
complexity of personality in mind, it . is only with hesitation that an
analysis of his particular qualities or his interpretation of the phi-
losophy can-be attempted.

Some of the individuals that Hitler credits with influence upon him
were to remain admirers and friends throughout his life. Two.such men
were Alfred Rosenberg and Dietrich Eckart., Hitler found in Eckart the
confirmation of his anti~Jewlish and anti-Marxian ideas. In Mein Kampf
‘Hitler describes him as "one of the best, who devoted his .1life to the
awakening of our people, in his writings and his thoughts and finally
in his deeds"s6 ‘Rosenberg was to remain a friend at least until neapr
the end of the Third Reich., Regarded as the party philosopher, a writer,

publisher of the party paper, the Voelkischer Beobachter, and a co-

founder of the National Socialist Party, Rosenberg was a. firm believer

Y6Adolf{Hitler, Mein Kampf (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1943),
p. 193
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in Hitlerism and Aryanism.7

Apparently much of the formative thinking of ‘Adolf Hitler ‘was under-
-going serious change or confirmation during his vagabond -years in Vienna.
This center of the romantic musicians and artists was always to be a
favorite spot for Hitler. It was in Vienna that he fell under the more
nationalistic influences of the Wagner group. Perhaps even more im-
.portant, at least in realistic politics, was the influence of Karl Lueger,
- the mayor of Vienna and leader of the Christian .Social Party. Lueger
" was Cathclic, anti-Jewish and all powerful in Vienna.8 -Lueger, according
to Hitler, "was quick to make use of all available means for winning the
support ef leng~established institutiens, se as tc be able -tc derive the
greatest possible advantage for his movement from those old sources of
‘power",9 Two other parts of his lasting practical philosophy ,came to
Hitler freom Vienna., While carefully studying the tactics of Leuger,
Hitler developed a strong Pan-Germanism.and a thorough knowledge of ‘the
‘use of the mass,

Pan-Germanism, or nationalism, became a driving:force for Hitler

“the rest of his life, What was the basis of this national pride? What
“1s its wvalue? Hitler states:

Does our bourgeoisie not often rise in moral indignation
when it learns from the mouth of  some wretched tramp that he

7Alan Bullock, Hitler: A Study in Tyranny (London: Odhams Press,
Ltde, 1960), pp. 69=71.

8Heiden,“9£e Cite, ppo 62?“729

9Hitler,,gg. cit., p. 100,



does not care whether he is a German or not, - » -7 They
at once protest loudly at much want of '"national pride”,
and their horror at such sentiments finds strong expression.

But how many really ask themselves why they. thémselves
have a better sentiment? How many understand the many re-
minders of the greatness of their Fatherland, their nation,
in all domains of cultural and artistic life, which combine
to give them legitimate pride in being members of a nation
.80 highly favored? How many of them are aware how greatly
‘pride in the Fatherland depends on knowledge of 1ts greatness
in all these domains?

e o o o For only when a man has learned through education
and schooling to know the cultural, economic, and above all the
political greatness of his ‘own Fatherland can he and will he
gain that inner”pride in being permitted to be a member of such
a -nation,

We see, then, .that a knowledge of history, of cultural background, and
of national worth are necessary parts of any people with pride; -and
pride in one's nation is a virtue., Hitler says that it was while he was
in Vienna that he gained the background for his understanding of history
as well as for practical politics. He states: "4t that time I read
enormously and thoroughly. All the free. time my work left_me wa.s -em-
ployed in my studies, In this way I forged in a few years' time the
foundations of knowledge from which I still draw nourishment today".
What were these foundations that he never forgot? They were anti-
“Marxism, anti-Judaism, anti-liberalism and nationalism.. He says:

Like 'a woman whose sensibilities are influenced less by ab-

-stract reasoning than by an indefinite longing and respect

.for superior strength, and who would rather bow to the strong

‘man than deminate the weakling, the people' love a .stern ruler

more than a suppliant and feel more inwardly satisfied by

- doctrines which suffer no rival than by an admission of liber-

~al freedom . » » » Weak natures have to be told that it is a
case of Mto be .or not to bett, 11

1O1pid., pp. 11-12.
11Tpid., pp. 17-18.
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Hitlgr”s nation cannot be democratic, for democratic forms of govern-
ment are the ultimate in corruption and swindling. He says the people
"must arrive at this conclusion: we will no longer submit. to a State
which is built on the swindling idea of the majority. We want a dicta-

torship. s o o R

It 1s the economic interests, according to Hitler,
that bring:on the majority governments, the labor unions, the confusien
of petty politicians and too many heads making decisions. Hitler, in a
reaction to Marxism, says: "The state 1s a racial organism and not an
econemic organization"oLB Instead, monarchic Prussia offers the better
example -of the -proper state. "Prussia', he asserts, "demonstrates with
marvelous sharpness that not materiél.qualities but ideal virtues alone
make possible the formation of a state". Indeed, economic upsurges in-
J

- variably Mstifle the ideal virtue"al* One thing we must and may never
+forgety says Hitler,

s s o & majority can never be a. substitute for the Man,

It is always the advocate, nob only of stupid, but alsoc of

cowardly policies; and just as a hundred fools do not

make one wise man, an heroic decision is not likely to

come from a hundred cowards « s s o None but a Jew can

~value an institubtlon which is as dirty and false as he

is himself,L>

Monarchy, then, is the ideal iype of state and one "Man" is to be the

leuoted.in - Heiden, ope cit., pps 131-33,
DBuitler, op. cite, pe 151.
W Tpid., ppe 152-53.

LoThid., pps 55-56.
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supreme power, The spirit of Germany is Will--'"One Will".l
‘Hitler's leadership principle, widely referred to as Fuehrer-
ringip, is denoted in detail in Mein Kampf. The leader is the genius
- among the statesmen and has a right to rule according to his own dic-
tates, even if these decisions are contrary to the wishes of the mass.
He asks:  "Isn't every.deed of genius in this world a visiblevprotest of
genius against the inertia of the mass? . « o o In view of the stupidity
- of 'his fellow citizens, should he renounce the execution of the tasks
which he has recognized to be wital necessities?L7 In the event that
a-man of "personal integrity' should acquiesce to the mass, then every
gangster must be qualified political material, Hitler feels that no one
could believe, with any understanding of history, that the progress of
the world has>come,from‘majority decision or the mass. He states:
By rejecting the authority of the individual and replacing
- it by numbers of some momentary mob, the parliamentary principle
of majority rule sins against the basic aristocratic principle
of Nature, though it must be said that this view is not neces-
sarily embodied in the present-day decadence of our upper ten
~ thousand.~
- Thus, we are not to bulld upon the idea of majority but upon the idea of
personality--~that is, the highest humanity. "The best state constitution
and state form‘is that which, with.the most unquestioned certainty,
raises the begt minds -in the national community teo leading position and

léThe Speeches. of Adolf Hitler, op. cit., p. 125, 435.

M Mein Kampf, p. 363.

B1pid., p. 364,
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leading inflﬂence¥l9 The state must have the personality leadership

principle anchored firmly in its political organization. .One man makes
- the decision and the Prussian .conception of the state shall be the basis
of the whole state:  "authority of every leader downward and responsi-
bility upward®,<°

-The state is not the highest aim of ‘the government, however, but
rather the conservation of the cultural national character, the heritage
of a pure culture left to them by their ancestors of superior blood.

‘The great danger to this supreme legacy was the‘hated Jew, this non-
. entity of all races, who was plotting to ruin the culture of the superior
German by adulterating his blood.,

Again, it was at Vienna that his understanding of the fundamental
element of decay became apparent to Hitler., At Vienna he began to notice
the workings of the Jews and,‘as,before,,turned to his books ‘to find the
reason they wers held with,confempt. His study told him only that they
- were non-Aryan and that.the German was Aryén and a relatively pure stocke.
It was .observation coupled with the study, according to Hitler, that
finally.revealed the true nature of the Jew to him,

One thing now became clear to me; the leadership of the

party with whose minor supporters I had been fighting hard for

months was almost entirely in the hands of a foreign race; for

to my-inward satisfaction I knew finally that the:Jew was no
German, It was only now that I thoroughly. understood the

1
vQIbid., ps 378,

OTbid,, pp. 46-47.
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‘corrupter of our nation » . » » I gradually began to

hate them.?l
It was-at this Juncture that the greatest change took place in Hitler's
lifes, He became a fanatical anti-Semite., Almost every utterance that
Hitler makes from this time on can be found to hinge upon this hate.
-.Generally, his doctrine was to follow three classifications: anti-
Semitism, anti-liberalism and anti-Marxism and the last two elements
were attributed by Hitler to the Jewishrelement. ,vawas the Jew. who
wanted democracy, or majority government, It was the Jewlsh plot to
corrupt. the world that had moved Marx. Nationalism, to Hitler, was the
effective agent for combating these forces., In addition, nationalism
was anti-liberal, therefore anti-Marxian and was the most probable
 vehiole to 1lift Hitler out of the dregs of society. It was the only
.channel whereby he could accomplish his mission; for he had already .come
to realize that he had genius in his soul. On.several occasions he
speaks of an ability that was peculiar to-him, and that was merely con-
firmed by its appeal to the people, He had known it somewhere deep in—
side him all &along., He says: " o » » All at once I was offered an |
opportunity of speaking before a larger audience; and the thing that I
had always presumed from pure feeling without knoewing it was now -cor-
roboratedg I could-'speakﬁ'"’@22

Most of the program of the National Socialist Party. (though changed

21
Ibid@, ppc 46""1{-7@

22
““Ibid., pp. 216-g17.



at Hitler's will and when the need arose) can be found in the general
propositions set up in Mein Kampf, He told the world what he would do
if he ever reached power--and he left very little of it undone,

The government. set up by the Naticnal Socialist Party was essential-~
ly military. in: structure. This enabled Hitler to enforce all his de-
- sires as well as inaugurate sweeping campaigns to cure the ills brought
on By Judaism, Marxism, Liberalism and Christianity. The last element
contradicted the doctrines stated in Mein Kampf. Though amazingly
slight at first, eventual opposition from the churches, coupled with
- the military organization was to prove too much in need of~éonstant
. diplemacy .for Hitler's inclinations. Needless to'say, the church was
the leser. Much of the opposition that arose from the ecclesiastical
quarters was brought about by the regulations for citizenship and edu-
cation. These required that:

The young subject of German nationality is bound to under-
go the school education which is laid down for every -German.
‘Later on he must.consent to undergo the bodily exercises as
laid down by the State, and finally he enters the army.

Military training is universal, After his military service

is over, the healthy young man with a blameless record will

be solemnly invested with the rights of State citizenship

e o o o In the case of every State subject race and nation-

ality have to be proved. The subject 1s free at any time

“to cease being a subject and become a citizen in the country
. corpesponding with his naticnality. The foreigner .is only
different from the subject in.that he is a subject in a

-foreign,s‘tate.23

This, of course, did not hold true for the Jewlish peoples,

23Tbid., p. 182,



CHAPTER .V
.CONCILUSICN

‘Inan effort to show the similarities between the great minds of
,ﬁhé romantic-and idealistic movements and that of Adolf Hitler, and,
therefore, the policies of the Naticnal Socialist Party, it is under-
stood that Hitler did not pick certain principles from one or the other
of these minds.i It is felt, by -students of German political and cultur-
- al thought, that the basic trends of these men and-the movements of
'romanticism and idealism were integral parts of the culture of Germany,
The ideas of some of the perispnalities noted throughout this investiga-
tion seem to have come to the National Socialists by direct route, as
in the cases of Chamberlain, Wagner and Rosenberg, In spite of Hitler's
claims that he read widély~whileIgeekingghisycalling}inﬁwiennagumany
of the writers, thinkers and doers"mpntioned in this paper were probébly,
at best, vaguely known to him. Much of his knowledge of the philosophy,
coming out ofthe German past, was, from all indicaticns, second hand,l
Nevertheless,_the‘cofrelationgis the goal, and we will attempt'£0'f;pd
the significaﬁce'of'the~Fuehrer compared with théthof his predecessorss

The Enlightenment generated the revolt of Rousseau, who gave

IHeiden, ‘op. cit., pp. 60 ff.; Bullock, op. gite, pps 28-30,
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.impetus to concepts of the 'general will", "back .to nature", and an

- emotional stress upon interactions of man. He also limited the freedom
of the individual, by contract, to the will of the majority. In turn,

.this will of the majority becomes sovereign and unlimited. Adolf Hitler
preached often that emotion was more important than reason., He, in
- turn, was fond of referring to the "basic aristocratic nature® of man.
Hitler, characteristically calling forth historically eminent. men,

- gilves Rousseau responsibility for anti-Jewish doctrines as well as for
the superiority of will and feeling over reason. In.one of his early
speeches -Hitler says:

Voltaire, .as well as Rousseau, .together with our German
Fichte -and many another--they are all without. exception: united
in their recognition that the Jew is not only a foreign element
- differing in his essential character, which is utterly harmful
© to the nature of the Aryan, but:that the Jewish people in itself
stands against ‘us as our deadly foe and so will stand against us
always and for all time,
Certainly, though far removed from Rousseau's concept, Hitler felt

.Rousseau had given birth to some elements he regarded highly.

Tmmanuel: Kant cast German thought into a new mold. His earnest-
ness -and profoundness were far removed from the Nazi program. In Kant's
philesephy,. justice, freedom and humaneness were necessary for the ful-

Ffillment offGermany's true destiny. These were alien to.the practices
of the National Socialist. Party-of the Third Reich, if not their pro-

testations. :Nevertheless, the idea of a destiny or mission for the

German people, however universal, was found in both Kant and Nazism,

?The Spethes of Hitler, op. cit., ps 26.
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Again, we find the stress upon conviction. and feeling common. to.both.
However different, the Prussianism, aristocratic menarchy, and "superior
-absolute" of Kant found counterparts in the :.aristocratic ruling element,
respect for Prussian statism, and the leader concept of Hitler,

Goethe and Schiller, unique-universalists, literary . geniuses and
with penetrating minds cast upon the problems of man, make the compari-
son . almost a mockery. But it must be remembered that, rightly or
-wrongly, Schiller was considered an imposing figure for his "nationalism!
and Goethe, along with Schiller, was celebrated for his contribution to
the cultural ascendency of Germany. Both.of these!great minds gave the
concept of the genius-leader to their writing.  The poet Eckart gave
Hitler much of his knowledge of Goethe and Schiller.3

Fichte's philosophy may have been intended for othéer purposes than
+the creation of Nazi Germany, but it:is doubtful if 'he would have been
too displeased with the general theories expressed by Adolf Hitler. For
Fichte, the German was superior to all other nationalities. The German
nation had a mission to fulfill and was to be led by a hero corresponding
to his M"Absolute Ego". Fichte preached that the state should be self
. contained, econcmically independent, and the unit of all trade with
- other nations. ¥or him it was ‘the individual selfishness and economic
- Interests that caused the dewnfall of a nation. . This individual eco-

nomic'interest;Hitler decided was Fichte'!s confirmation of his own

3Alfred Rosenberg, Memoirs, tr. Eric Posselt (New York: Ziff-
Davis Publishing Company, 1949), p. .38, '
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anti~Jewish feelings.l+ In. addition, a striking similarity exists be-
tween the belief in education of the people for thelr role in.the German
‘mission and training of the perfect human to make a still greater
Germany, IFichte called for absolute pelitical obedience of the indi-
vidual to the state, It is hardly necessary, in this respect, to empha-
. size the.anglogy between the.ldeas of Fichte and the principles of Adolf
“Hitler.

Hegel, of all the«idealists, was the most notable for his complete
worship of the state, His absolute will covered the subjectien of other
mations and peoples to.that of the strong state. His,"Absolute Idea™
added strength to the genius-leader premise.5 In words very.similar to
those used by Adolf Hitler, Hegel held that true liberty was to be found
in . the political subservience of the people to the state. Freedom was
'thexright,to,obeyoé Although Hegel was far too universal and too
humanitarian for Hitler, they were connected by culture and tradition.

.The pessimistic Schopenhauer laid chief stress upon Will, and
connected the will . to force., His "naked will" became the cry of all
Germany under National Socialism, supporting their right to:impese their
superior -culture upen ether nations, Hitler, like Schopenhauer, felt

that: the world was a world of "strong devouring the weak" and would

bne Speeches of Hitler, op. cits., p. 26.

5See Bullock, op. cit., ppe. 351-352, 368,

éIbid., p. 370.
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gladly accept Schopenhauer's fwill to power". Two of the mere direct
sources of Hitler's concepts, Wagner and Rosenberg, claimed Schopenhauer
as a favorite ameng philesephers.

- Schleiermacher provided a precedent for the . ecclesiastical elements
to follow. Stressing feeling and.emotion, hi§ reconciliation between
church and a strong state was fully in evidence in Nazi Germany. The
anti-Christian policies .of the late National Socialist era were much
-less burdensome if Schleiermacher could be'accepted.8

Arndt and Treitschke both. bequeathed to Germany a strong anti-
Western attitudes Together, in their views of raclal and linguistic
superiority of the German, they propagated the element of racial hatred
that was the central theme of Hitler's dictatorship. Arndt offered the
concept: that a love for the nation was the strongest love of gll,
Hitler transformed this into his goal for mankind. For Hitler :all love
“was second to the love of national heritage. Hitler also leaned toward
Arndt's hero, The personality became a hero only. through the nation
and national greatness., Then Hitler concurred with Treitschke in anti-
Semitism, anti-Marxism, Prussianism, and menarchistic form of govern-
- ment, . Treitschke, like Hitler, found war inevitable and noble.
Jahn gavefto‘National Socialism the precedent upon.which to build

‘its youth training and .educational program, just as Chamherlain, with

7Rosenberg, Qp. gite, Po 12 ff.; Letters of Richard Wagner, op.
cites, pPe 107, '

8
Cf, Valentin, op. cit., pe 6his
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his: peculiar brand of anti—Semitism, set up the racial program for the
Third Reich.

The .correlation betweén Hitler and Richard Wagner is considerably
;easier;t0~substéntiate,fif we are willing to accept Hitler's word for
‘it. "Whoever wants to understand National Socialist Gefmany/must know
Wagner{“? /In. Mein Kampf Hitler ‘pays tribute to -these who have under-
stood»Germaﬁy‘s destiny: ."3Side by side with Frederick.the Great étands
a Martin Iuther as well as a Richard Wagner."lo',lt has been pointed out
uthétrwagner-organized & group of agitators. Hitler says his days at
~ the Bayreuth.wepe‘always-anhinspiration,to'him.ll Certainly -the anti-
Marxist, anﬁi—liberal,,nationalistic tendencies of Wagner :and his ¢raving
. for power were echoed in Hitler. The similarity between. the two men in
‘their love for the cultural background of the German people was paral-
leled by their blaming the Jew for the degradation and decay of this
culture, Here, again, we find Chamberlain, who belonged to the group
oflrevolutionaries founded by Wagner. In turn, Chamberlain wasvto Join
.the Natienal Socialist Party, and his interpretation of the Aryan
 question~éll9Wed both Hitler and him to claim Aryan‘kinship,

The geﬂius of Friedrich Nietzsche was, perhaps, one of the most

potent forces upon the National Soclalists and Gérman:nationalism_in

9Quoted in Otte.D. Tolischus, Thev Wanted War (New Yorks: prnal
and. Hltchcock 1940), pe 11,

«lQHitler,,ggo cite., p. 600,

HBullock, op. citss pe 352-35ke
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general, No doubt he would have:been insulted to have found his
.doctrines embodied in the philosophy and program of such an organization.
‘Nietzsche's purpose was far greater'and more universal than the special
concerns of a nation or of one person., Nevertheless, he yearnea for
something;new:and.different in politicsj Hitler tried 'that something
new'", Nietzsche was made into one of the official-ancestors of the
National Socialist. Party, Thé party philosopher, Rosenberg, accepted
Nietzsche's views of change as revolt of the aristocratic virtues against
the baseness of*the-herd;.12 It ‘was Nietzsche that found the Jew respoﬁ-
- sible for Christianity, democracy, liberalism and the pity of the weak.
The will to power of Nietzsche, his wﬁrrior spirit and leadership

principle have their counterparts in the national will,,Fuehrerprinzip

vand.expansion by force of Hitler, Nietzsghe's most notable philosophi-
cal‘contributioh:to the policies of Hitler is his Superman. The master
race and genius-leader concepts of Hitler owe much to the Zarathustra
of Nietzsche:-

.The historian lLeopold von Ranke ‘gave historical support to the
“anti-Westernism and the Supreme state and cultural heritage claimed by
the Naﬁional Seclalists. . Eckart, Leuger, and Rosenberg all bolstered
‘the nationalistic, romantic and racial views of Adolf Hitler, = They were
eQually as helpful in the field of practical politics.

Tﬁe»cultural heritage and right to conquer aé a mission of the

German people became obsessions with Hitler. His Lebensraum (living

12
Rosenberg, op. cit., pp. 9-10,
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-space) and Weltanschauung (world ideology) plagued him throughout his
writing and his ‘career,

The impertance of Hitler's concepts. lies in the fact that they
were embraced te the point of distraction by millions of Germans. Al-
though. the media and process whereby he acquired his views and phi~
losoephy ‘may be vague, the coincidence between his views and the views
of his romantic and idealistic forefathers is, nonetheless, remarkable,
That romanticism and idealism became part .of the German historical
.culture is evident. Equally evident 1s the strength of culture and
national heritage in the personality of Adolf Hitler., That they were
only a part of a complex nature is granted. But. they were a part, and
& sizeable part, of his ideology., Hitler's personality ‘lay deeply
. colered by German experience and thought, Nazism and the Third Reich,
as he led them, were in many ways only a logical continuation .of German
“history and thought.

Romanticism, particularly.as concelved by Rousseau, emerged as a
system. of thought relying upon emotion and will as guides for human
.conduct, His disciples applied these forces tc the state, and the 'state
became the ultimate product of‘evqlution‘displaying the origins of
“German culture, the validity of race superiority and the national
mission. Xant provided the idealistic movement with the concept of
“ultimate and fundamental reality -conceived in thought as opposed to
perception through experience., Fichte and Hegel led Kant's followers
in asserting -that the origins and natural sequence ofrfundamental re-

lations ‘of man revolved about the worship of the state, With these
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ideas, the idealists advocated a perfect:state compased of perfect
people, and -found in the cultural heritage of the Germans evidence of
superiority. Notably in such thinkers as Nietzsche and Wagner, idealism
~and romanticism merged and were subordinated by the .growing nationalism.
Their doctrines combined with,tradition the compulsion of genius, the
‘will;fof something;new:in aristocratic goverrment, and the rightful ex-
ploitation of the weak by the strong, thereby linking remanticism and
idealism with nationalism. Hitler, and therefore Nazism, was influenced
by these movements of German culture. Romanticism is manifested in his
philosephy of -events and destiny. based uﬁon heritage, traditioen, natiqn—
- al will,;and superiority of certain races and;indiviauals. Tdealism
contributed to Hitler's professed belief in.the nation as the highest
form of social development, in .a genius leader, and in a cultural mission
-of the German nation. For Hitler the nationalistic creeds of Aryanism,

dictatorship and anti-liberalism were substantiated by the German past.
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