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PREFACE

Prior to the formation of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma
in 1906, Baptist missionary and church activity in Oklahoma and Indian
Territories had greatly emphasized educational activities. Therefore,
Christian education was one of the most prominent concerns of the con-
vention during the first critical decade of its existence. The convention
desiring to have sole ownership and control of its institutions adopted
plans in 1907 for the establishment of a new Baptist university. How-
ever, efforts to establish the new university met with competition from
rival Baptist institutions which had to be eliminated before the policy
could succeed. This thesis examines the nature of the resulting compe-
tition and evaluates the final success of the policy.

Indebtedness is acknowledged to Dr, Homer L. Knight, Head, Depart-
ment of History, Oklahoma State University, for encouraging the further
development of this topic from a seminar paper and for aid given in
locating sources. The author would also like to acknowledge his in-
debtedness to Dr. T. L. Agnew for his faithful guidance in the writing
of this thesis and to Drs. N. R. Mahnken and L. H. Fischer for their
constructive criticism during the writing of this work. The author
also wishes to express his indebtedness to Mr. lee B. Spencer, Librarian,
Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee, Oklahoma, for his invaluable assis-
tance in locating source materials. For her helpful assistance and
understanding in making this endeavor possible, appreciation is exw

pressed to my wife, Joan.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Before the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma was organized at
Shawnee in 1906 two major obstacles had to be removed. First, the compe-
tition between Northern and Southern Baptists had to be reduced enough for
both groups to work together in a common organization. Secondly, Baptists
in Indian and Oklahoma Territories had to overcome their territorial
loyalties and unite.

At first there was missionary and organizational competition in
Indian Territory between the two largest and most influential bodies of
Baptists in the United States. These were the American Baptist Missionary
Union (Northern Baptist) and the Southern Baptist Convention. In 1876
Southern Baptists organized the Baptist General Association of Western
Arkansas and Indian Territory. Then in 1883 Northern Baptists organized
the Baptist Missionary and Educational Convention of Indian Territory.

In 1894, shortly after Oklahoma Territory was opened for settlement the
Baptist Missionary and Educational Convention of Indian Territory changed
its name to the Baptist Missionary and Educational Convention of Oklahoma
and Indian Territory. However, Southern Baptists in Oklahoma Territory
who had been connected with the Baptist General Association of Western
Arkansas and Indian Territory withdrew in 1895 and established their own
Oklahoma Baptist State Convention. Upon the withdrawal of the Southern
Baptists in Oklahoma Territory the old association changed its name to
the Baptist General Association of Indian Territory. This meant that by

1895 there was one general organization of Southern Baptists in each of



the territories and one general organization of Northern Baptists serving
both territories.

In 1898 the Baptist Missionary and Bducational Convention of Oklahoma
and Indian Territory changed its name to the Baptist Convention of
Oklahoma and Indian Territory. Nevertheless, this general organization
of Northern Baptists followed the lead of the Southern Baptists and split
their convention in 1898. In Oklahoma Territory the Northern Baptists
organized the Oklahoma Baptist Convention and in Indian Territory they
organized the Baptist Convention of Indian Territory. Thus the Baptists
of Oklahoma, destined to organize the Baptist General Convention of
Oklahoma in 1906, were divided in 1898 into four parts. Each territory
had one convention affiliated with Northern Baptists and one convention
affiliated with Southern Baptists. However, during 1900 the Northern and
Southern Baptist organizations in Indian Territory united to form the
Baptist General Convention of Indian Territory and the Northern and
Southern Baptist organizations in Oklahoma Territory merged into the
Oklahoma Baptist State Convention. Also, each of the newly organized
conventions voted to cooperate with both the Southern Baptist Convention
and the American Baptist Missionary Union.

The second conflict was between the Baptists of Oklahoma and Indian
Territories over the question of statehood. This conflict was of greater
magnitude than the one between Northern and Southern Baptists. Indeed,
Northern and Southern Baptists had been able to unite into one convention
in each territory; but thess territorial conventions remained apart until
1905. In 1906 the consolidation of the two territorial conventions had

been attempted, but failed because of the strong sentiment at that time



supporting statehood for each territory.l However, by 1906 sentiment for
joint statehood led to the merging of the Oklahoma Baptist State Con-
vention with the Baptist General Convention of Indian Territory forming
the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma on November 9, 1906.% The new
statewide convention affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention and
the American Baptist Missionary Union.

Despite competition between Northern and Southern Baptists and an-
tagonisms between the two territories a keen underlying agreement existed
among Baptists in regard to the great importance of Christian education.
Northern Baptists in Oklahoma emphasized education by describing their
first general organization in Indian Territory as a missionary and edu-
cational convention. Indeed, long before the formation of the Baptist
General Convention of Oklahoma the area of present-day Oklahoma was
fertile ground for missionary activity heavily emphasizing education.
Because Oklahoma was one of the last frontiers in North America and also
Indian country, the earliest known Baptist missionaries in the state
stressed the importance of Christian education and founded many insti-
tutions of learning from the elementary to the college level.

As early as 1833 a mission named Ebenezer was established three miles
north of the Arkansas River and fifteen miles west of Fort Gibson. There
a church, schoolhouse, and other buildings were erected by Reverend John

Davis and Reverend David Iewis.3 Other missionaries, churches, and schools

ltena v. Stalcup, Life and labors of Joseph Cole Stalcup, (Oklahoma
City: Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1937), P

2Thid.

3Joseph Bradfield Thoburn, Standard History of Oklahoma, Vol. 1
(Chicago and New York: American Historical Society, 1916), p. 151.



followed in fairly rapid succession. By 1890 there was a total of ten
Baptist schools of different levels in the territories with 846 pupils.u
The most important of these schools was an academy supported by the Home
Mission Society of New York. This academy was established at Tahlequah
for the five civilized tribes in 1880 by A, C{ Bacons,) In 1885 it was
mo§ed to its present location near Muskogee and b;Eame Indian University.
Therefore, when the Baptist General Convention of Oklahaﬁa'ﬁéﬁ organized
in 1906 Indian University was the only educational institution in Indian
Territory engaged in academic work on the college level. :

In 1906_0E1ahama Baptist Collége was the only educational institu-
tion in Oklahoﬁa Territory doing academic work on the college level. It
had been established by the Oklahoma Baptist Convention in 1900 at Black-
well. It was located at that city of 4,500 population with the aid of the
Blackwell Board of Trade.’ Prior to the organization of the Baptist
General Convention of Oklahoma the college had been beset by financial
problems which had threatened to close the institution during the period
of 1904-1905.°

The ensuing chapters will investigate the relationships between these
educational institutions and the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma
during the formative years from 1906 to 1915. Furthermore, local
pressures, prejudices, convention politics, speculative land ventures, and
unstable economic conditions will be explored in order to determine how

much they may have contributed to the confusion in educational matters
during that time.

uCharles Herman Black, "One Hundred Twenty Years of Baptist Missionary

Administration in Oklahoma™ (unpublished Th.D. dissértation, Central Baptist
Theological Seminary: Kansas City, Kansas, 1950), p. 43.

%Eyajﬁackwell Daily News (Oklahoma), February 4, 1911,

b1pid.



CHAPTER II
INVESTIGATION PRODUCES A POLICY 1906-1907

When the Oklahoma Baptist State Convention and the Baptist General
Convention of Indian Territory joined forces in the Baptist General Con-
vention of Oklahoma in 1906 in anticipation of joint statehood for the
two territories, they immediately gave their attentlion to educational
matters. The Reverend T.R. Corr reported for the committee on Christian
education, recognizing the "great value of Baptist institutions to the
denomination itself, and to the cause of the Kingdom of our Lord." The
committee acknowledged the great good that wﬁs being accomplished by the
public and secﬁlar schools, but hastened to give its "most hearty support
and co-operation to the Baptist schools located within the bounds of the
new state."” Nevertheless, the committee recognized the "peculiar con-
ditions™ under which the schools labored and recommended the establishment
of a commission by the convention to "study carefully and impartially
existing educational conditions as they affect our denominational inter-
ests." Furthermore, the committee recommended that the commission have
power to make any special provision for the urgent needs of the schools
during the ensuing year and make a report and recommendations to the con-
vention at the next annual meeting.l

The convention adopted these recommendations of the committee on
Christian education and elected an Educational Commission to carry them

out. The election of the Educational Commission demonstrated the keen

lﬂinutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1906, p. 18.
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interest that Oklahoma Baptists had in Christian education and their
recognition of the need for some type of unified program in that area.

In addition to the report by the committee on Christian education,
reports were given on ministerial education, Ok%ﬂEEEE"BﬁPti§P-§911§B° at
Blackwell, Indian University at Muskogee, and the Cherokee Academy at
Tahlequah. Theée reports, made at the convention and later published in
the 1906 convention annual, were available to the Educational Commission
in their investigation. However, their value was small in comparison to
the first-hand information that the commission might have gained from on-
the-spot observation and careful assessment of attitudes throughout the
state in regard to those institutions.

The report on ministerial education pointed out that $200 had al-
ready been given to the Kansas City Seminary, where there was not one
ministerial student from Oklahoma. It also noted that about $300 had been
given to Southern Baptist Seminary, where only five men and women from
Oklahoma were studying. The report stated that, on the other hand, there
were thirty-two ministerial students in Oklahoma Baptist schools: twenty-
one at Oklahoma Baptist College at Blackwell, nine at Indian University,
and one at Cherokee Academy at Tahlequah. Two recommendations were made
in the report. The first was that ministerial education be put on a
regular schedule of beneficience for the churches on a par with state,
home, and foreign missions. The second was that money should be ap-
portioned among Baptist institutions in proportion to the number of minis.
terial students in attendance,?

Following this report an offering was taken for Oklahoma Baptist

College and $536 in cash and pledges were received. Although Oklahoma

2Tbid., p. 19.



Bap}%fﬁ_@pl;pgg_had by far the greater number of ministerial students,
Reverend A. G. Washburn spoke to the convention on ministerial education
at Indian University, taking an offering of $730 for the ministerial
students there. Therefore, Oklahoma Baptist College, despite having more
than twice the number of ministerial ;tudents, received less financial
support at the convention than did the latter school.>

In their report to the convention the Oklahoma Baptist College Board
of Trustees stated that "sentiment in favor of the college is growing
« + o™ and that the "outlook of the college is bright and brightening."
They attributed this improvement in part to thelr many student preachers
who were developing support among the churches for the college; they ex-
pected to continue supplying the growing demand for praachers.u

Local pastors and churches constituted a main line of financial
support, since the convention could only endorse its institution's needs.
Most of Oklahoma Baptist College's students and support came from Oklahoma
Territory and southern Kansas, because railroad facilities at Blackwell
enabled many students to supply churches in the surrounding area. lLack
of direct connection to the south made it difficult for student preachers
to serve churches and make favorable contacts for the college in that di-
rection from Blackwell.”

Oklahoma Baptist College also faced the typical problems of eliciting
support from autonomous Baptist congregations for religious institutions
outside of the local churches. Every institution, mission board, and

agency had its field agent who solicited from the churches, and in

31bid., p. 20.
“Tbid., p. 68.

S0scar L. Gibson, personal interview with the author at Stillwater,
Oklahoma, May 8, 1961.



addition had to earn his own expenses for his efforts. Competition among
the several types of institutions was keen. Often the ablest speakers
were able to garner greater offerings for their causes simply on the basis
of their skill in appealing for the funds. This situation caused the
churches to be besieged with letters for causes and by agents wanting to
appear before the congregations. An additional complication in Oklahoma
was the state convention's cooperating with both the Northern and
Southern Baptist bodies.®

This unsystematic method was wasteful, inefficient, and disorganizing
in its effect upon all the work of Baptist general bodies. As an example,
in the summer of 1910 Dr., J. H. Moore, President of Oklahoma Baptist
College, sent out several students to do field work. By the end of two
weeks all except one, Oscar L. Gibson, had returned without being able to
make thelr expenses, This incident is symptomatic to conditions through-
out the years immediately before and after the decade of this study.7

Such were the conditions which Oklahoma Baptist College and every
state institution and agency faced in 1906. The conditions certainly did
not in themselves contain very much promise of great financial support for
Oklahoma Baptist College. Nevertheless a spirit of optimism found its way
into the report, which stated that "Some of us see visions of ample
buildings, equipment, income, and hundreds of earnest students under
training for God in the college halls,"8

Oklahoma Baptist College's financial history had not been the kind
to produce optimism. Established in 1900 by the Oklahoma Baptist

6Tvid,
"Tbid.

SMimtes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1906, p. 68.



Convention, it received twenty acres of land and $15,000 in cash from
the Board of Trade of Blackwell. By January of 1905 the college through
mortgages had accumulated a debt of more than $22,000, with creditors de-
manding payment of the long overdue notes. The Commercial Club of Black-
well, which had absorbed the Board of Trade in 1901, helped to avoid the
threatened foreclosure of the college by paying $12,000 to one creditor.
The Commercial Club took from the holder of the $12,000 note an assign-
ment of the mortgage, in turn assigning it to Williard Foster as trustee
to protect the club's interest in the proPerty.g

The college corporation then deeded to the Commercial Club an un-
divided one-half interest in the college land and buildings. Thereafter,
the Commercial Club exacted for its aid a restriction on the college
corporation. For at least ten years, the club insisted, the college
should operate a school in the college building; what was more, the
leaders agreed to keep the college corporation, lands, and building clear
of debt during the next decade.l0 With the help of several individual
donors, the Oklahoma Baptist State Convention cleared the debt by the
fall of 1905.11 Nevertheless, the Blackwell Commercial Club had es=-
tablished very close ties with the school, with a strong legal measure of
control of the college through the restrictions placed upon it.

Such was the recent financial history of Oklahoma Baptist College when
it submitted its report to the convention at Shawnee in 1906 and declared
that "sentiment in favor of the college was growing." The report pre-

sented a 1list of six needs, most of which were monetary. First, the

The Blackwell Daily News (Oklahoma), February 4, 1911.
101biq,
11Hinutes, Oklahoma Baptist State Convention, 1905, p. 33.
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college wanted to pay professors a "living salary." Second, they needed
funds for increasing incidental expenses. Third, they listed laboratories.
The fourth requirement was for a new dormitory to unify and centralize
student 1ife and also lower their living expenses. The fifth need was for
a library, reading room, and gymnasium, while sixth and last, they wanted
students .12

The report of Indian Univ_er_sit_,y's Board of Trustees to the 1906 con-
vention was submittad-by F. M. Overlees. Stressing the good work of
President Scott until his resignation at the beginning of the last year,
as well as that of the temporary president, the Reverend P. B. Guernsey,
the report noted the election of the Reverend W. C. Farmer in April.
Steps had been taken toward taking out articles of incorporation, which
had been felt wise for a long time. The 1905-1906 school year, the
twenty-fifth year of Indian University, found its financial condition
sound. It had received a total of $16,936.36 during the year, of which
$6,034.44 had been contributed by the Home Mission Society of New York.13
The report also acknowledged with appreciation the loyal support and
patronage of the people of Indian Territory.lu It noted that although the
university was originally for Indians, only forty of the 117 enrolled in
1905-1906 were Indians; of these only fourteen were actually doing
collegiate work.15 The physical plant of Indian University consisted of
several buildings, including a main structure and dormitories. The main

building had just had its outside woodwork painted and drain pipes

12Hinutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1906, p. 68.

L., pe 116,
i g,

Lorpiq.
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repaired while furnishings had been added to the dormitories. The re-

port stressed the philosophy of Christian education, stating that "The
Christian atmosphere and the religious spirit at the school are positive
and strong," and that "every member of the faculty was active in Christian
work and had been chosen because of his special fitness for religious
teaching."17

A report for Cherokee Acadam&lpraparad by President Walter J. Pack
was inserted into the minutes. Recalling that the academy was established
in 1885 at Tahlequah, the capital of the Cherokee Nation, Pack reported
that the school's enrollment of 231 was the largest at any Baptist school
in the state. This student body was nearly equally divided between
Indians and whites. The school aimed to provide a strong spiritual en-
virorment, with all students required to take one Bible course. Al-
though the school was plainly not a seminary, both Christian laymen and
preachers were needed by the denomination. Therefore, evangelism on the
campus was emphasized, with fifty students having been converted during
the last session. Cherokee Academy, like Indian University, was under
the control of and maintained by the Home Mission Society of New York,
and was thus finaneially sound. Its total receipts the past year had been
$5,077.48 and expenditures had been $5,048.23 leaving a balance of
$29.85. The academy had a preparatory department through the eighth grade
and an academic course of four full years beyond.18

These three institutions, Oklahoma Baptist College, Indian University,
and Cherokee Academy, were the principal responsibilities of the Educational

161pid., p. 115.
171b44.

181p4d., pp. 117-118.
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Commission at the commencement of its activity in 1906. However, before
the second annual meeting of the Baptist General Convention convened at
the Broadway Baptist Church in Ardmore on Thursday, October 31, 1907, a
new educational institution had entered upon the scene.

This new effort involved the general public of Hastings, Oklahoma.
Spearheaded by several prominent Baptists, citizens raised funds suf-
ficient to purchase the building of the former Congregational preparatory
school, Southwest Academy, which had gone defunct in 1906, When the
structure was offered to the Baptists of the area, the Baptist Church of
Hastings took control of the property and propcsed to give it to the
Mullins and Comanche County Baptist Associations. However, the Hastings
Baptist Church opened the school on October 28, 1907, under its own
auspices with the pastor, C. R. Hairfield, a Wake Forest College graduate,
as president and Bible teacher. The new school, although only an academy,
was named the Hastings Baptist College.19 |

However, before this institution entered upon the scene the Edu-
cational Commission had completed its investigation of the existing con-
ditions, agreed unanimously upon a recommended policy, and had set this
policy in motion. Iong before the convention met on October 31, 1907, the
commission had instructed their secretary, Professor W. C. Farmer, to
notify the several cities of the state that the commission had concluded
that a new Baptist university should be established and to invite those
cities desiring the university to submit their bids.20

Lawton and Chickasha were the only two cities responding with propo-

sitions prior to the 1907 meeting of the convention.él However, on July

19J. M. Dyer, "History of Southwest Baptist College," address de-
livered at Hastings, Oklahoma, on May 5, 1957,

20Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1907, p. 57.

ZlThid., pp. 57-58.
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25, 1907, following the Baptist Young People's Union assembly at Sulphur,
leaders of that eity gave evidence of wanting the Baptist university.

Dr. I. N, Clark of Kansas City, the field secretary of the Missionary
Union of Boston, and Dr. E. Chivers of New York, field secretary of the
American Home Mission Society, were both in Sulphur for the assembly.
These men stated for the news media that the Baptists of the new state
should unite on building a great endowed Baptist university at Sulphur
overlooking the beautiful Platt National Park. Both indicated that they
had already discussed with their millionaire friends in the East the ad-
visability of building a great university at Sulphur. They also were of
the opinion that Carnegie, Rockefeller, and others would give liberally
to the building and endowment fund of such an institution. Nevertheless,
no concrete offer resulted from this idle talk.2?

The officials of Oklahoma Baptist College and Baptists throughout
the state knew because of the Educational Commission's advertisement for
bids that the commission would recommend the establishment of a new
Baptist university and would by-pass Oklahoma Baptist College. There~
fore, in their report to the convention which preceded the report of the
commission they attempted to gain the convention's support for the college.
The report stated that the college was making a steady advance. It was
"growing in strength, in usefulness, in patronage, and in the confidence
of the people."™ The enrollment had risen during the past three years from
72 to 83 to 104. The report also praised the fine Christian atmosphere
and the full faculty of competent teachers. In several places the report
referred to "your college" and attempted to shame the convention for the

poor support given the work at Blackwell. First, "your teachers"™ of "your

22
Lawton Constitution-Democrat (Oklahoma), October 24, 1907.
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college™ were giving one-third of their income to the denomination in the
way of free tuition to ministerial students, missionary students, preacher's
wives, and children of ministers. These donations amounted to $1,200 per
year, an expense which the convention should have provided. Second, the
Home Mission Board at Atlanta, Georgia, had given $1,750 to the teachers
fund of the college during the previous two years and was expected to give
$2,000 during the following year. The report then stated that "But for
this your college could not possibly have gone on as it has, "23

The report then called for enlargement of the college, stating that
"The field of our patronage is widening, friends are multiplying, criti-
cisms are growing fewer . . . " The report called for an endowment,
stating that "No unendowed college can do the work a college ought to do,
and do it honestly, and well, and pay its teachers a living salary."
Mississippl College was given as an example of a well endowed Baptist
college. Therefore, the officials of Oklahoma Baptist College called for
a $50,000 endowment, proposing that the convention raise $25,000 and
Blackwell the other $25,000. Following the report Dr. M. D. Early ap-
pealed for gifts to the college, and an offering was taken resulting in
$728.64 in cash and pledges. The convention, however, took no action
toward providing an endowmentoza

The Educational Commission's long-awaited report was no surprise. It
began by stating that the doctrine of the complete separation of church
and state could not be used as an excuse for not meeting the responsi-
bility for Christian education. The commission felt that Christian edu-
cation was the foundation of all well-balanced civilizations and lay at

23Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1907, pp. 46-51.

24].'bid.. pp. 48-50.
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the base of all enduring denominational progress. Thus the Baptists of
~ Oklahoma had a great responsibllity for providing education for the more
than seven hundred Baptists who were attending "state schools." However,
the commission believed that the Baptist institutions then available were
wholly "insufficient to meet the demands of the denomination,"25

The commission went on to commend heartily Ingiifaggiversity at
Muskogee and Cherokee Baptist Academy at Tahlequah, expressing the hope
that they might be brought into closer touch with the corwvention®s work
and 11fe.?® To this end the Reverend A, G. Washburn moved, with the con-
vention concurring, that the Educational Cbmmission open correspondence
with the Home Mlssion Soclety of New York with a view of finding a way of
bringing Indian University under the control of the Oklahoma convention,
elther exclusively or in conjunction with the Society.2”7 The Commission
acknowledged that Oklahoma Baptist College at Blackwell was the only
chartered Baptist institution in the state under the management of the
state convention, but noted the school's limited capacity "without the
heartiest co-operation from our Baptist Br_otherhoodo"28 Therefore, the
commission recommended that the convention should establish a new Baptist
university as soon as practicable and correlate as far as possible all the
denomination®’s schools in the state, including the new Hastings Baptist
Collegeo29

The Educationsal Commission reported that lawton and Chickasha's

25Tbides Ppe SH=57.
26Trid., p. Sk
27Thide, po 92

28Tbid., p. 56,

29Trid., p. 57.
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propositions had already been considered and recommended that the new
university be established at Lawton.Bo Indeed, by the time the 1907 con-
vention met, the Chamber of Commerce at Lawton had been working for
nearly a year to get the college. The lawton chamber was under the im-
pression that the Educational Commission had full authority to locate the
college. Several sites and financial arrangements had already been dis-
cussed between Lawton and the Educational Commission. There was even a
final meeting on the night of October 24, 1907, for the purpose of dis-
cussing the proposed site of the college. This was one week before the
convening of the convention.31 Nevertheless, the convention rejected the
Lawton location while accepting the rest of the commission's recommenda-
’eions.32

Following the Educational Commission's recommendation for establish-
ing a new university, the convention voted that the Board of Trustees of
the Oklahoma Baptist University should be members in good standing of a
Baptist Church within the.state of Oklahoma, Furthermore, the convention
instructed the board of trustees for the university to provide in their
articles of incorporation and charter that the trustees and their suc~
cessors were to be elected by the convention at its regular annual

meetings. Thus a new educational policy was launched, aiming at the es-

tablishment of a new Baptist university under the complete and sole control

of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma.,33

O1bid., p. 58.

3lrawton Constitution-Democrat, October 24, 1907.

32M'inutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1906, p. 58.
33Ibid., p. 69. |



CHAPTER III
LOCATING THE UNIVERSITY 1907-1910

In pursuance of its newly established educational policy the con-
vention turned its attention to the next important task of determining
the preferred location for the new university. Because the convention re-
Jected the Educational Commission®’s recommendation as to the location of
the university, every city that had a proposition was invited to present
it. The following six cities responded to the above invitation: Shawnee,
Hobart, ElL Reno, Chickasha, Lawton, and B,'I.aczkv\rell.1

The first five of these cities differed mainly in details while
making attractive offers that generally included land, cash, scholarships,
and utility and transportation facilities. Sidney J. Roy, secretary §f
the Chamber of Commerce of Shawnee, offered his city's bid. It included
fortf acres of land, $75,000 in cash, two hundred.scholarships for three
years at $40 each, water and sewage guaranteed, electric car line to the
grounds; and many other superior advahtagesq E. A. Wesson, representing
Hobart, offered forty aéres of land, $125,000 in cash, three hundred city
lots worth $75,000, and water and sewage connections with the city. W.

T. Scott, speaking for El Reno, presented a plan which hinged on the
possibility of the people of EL Reno purchasing the Darlington School
property from the United States Govermment and presenting it to the de-
nomination. The property was four and one-half miles from EL Reno and

consisted of 640 acres of land, brick buildings appraised at $78,000 in

lMinutesg Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1907, pp. 5867,

17
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value, sewage, water, gas, light plant, and telephone system. EL Reno
also proposed to purchase the Cheyenne School property of 640 acres of
land to be used as an orphanage, with street car connections with El Reno.
Chickasha's proposition consisted of twenty acres of land, $110,000 in
cash, sewage and water free for five years, and two hundred scholarships
at $40 each for two years. The cash was to be paid by installments at
ninety day intervals.

Dr. M. D. Early's presentation of Lawton’s proposition was seconded
by State Senator J. Elmer Thomas. Lawton offered forty acres of land,
$100,000 in cash, 250 scholarships ét $40 each for one year underwritten
by the Comanche County Baptist Association, 250 scholarships at $40 each
for one year promised by the lawton Chamber of Commerce, and $25,000
pledged by Lawton real estate firms,?

The sixth and last candidate, Blackwell, varied the procedure by of-
fering the college already in operation there, plus $25,000 in cash within
a year provided the Baptists would match the sum. However, the convention
in_ approving the Educational Commission's recommendations had already
closed the gate on the college at Blackwell, with the result that this
late offering of more money within a year on a matching fund basis with
the convention was not enough to cause reopening of the situation.’

The convention next proceeded to the voting, agreeing to the se-
lection of the second choice by separate and independent balloting follow-
ing the selection of the first choice. The convention also approved a
motion that after each ballot, the place receiving the fewest number of

votes would be droppedo4

2Ibid.
3Ibid- s Po 670"
MTpid., pp. 67-68.
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The following tables show the results of the balloting for each

choice of the convention.

Vote on First Choice
Ballots

First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth

Hobart 34 20 24 24 21

Shawmee 59 53 53 46 Ly 37
El Reno 68 98 97 o4 105 110
Lawton 2 s M 4 W &
Chickasha 18 13 12 12

Blackwell L

Total number of votes 235 234 230 223 219 207
Murber needed for majority 118 118 116 112 110 104

Vote on Second Choice

First Ballot Second Ballot
Lawton % 133
Shawmee 62 72
Hobart 29
Chickasha 17 7
Total number of votes 204 o212
Mumber needed for majority 103 107

As these tables show, Blackwell had virtually no support in the
balloting for the first choice, receiving cnly four votes on the first
ballot. Blackwell was then dropped from the balloting and was not in the
running for second choice. The front runner in the first ballot, El Reno,
led in every ballot until the issue was decided. Lawton lagged slightly

behind Shawnee on the first three ballots, then forged ahead on the last
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three ballots; Nevertheless, the second choice had to be decided through
subsequent separate balloting. Lawton receiving the endorsement on the
second ballo_t.5
The convention decisively selected the Darlington site proposed by
El Reno btut the Lawton delegation left the convention confident that
iawton would get the university. They felt sure that EL Reno would not
be able to secure the Darlington site from the United States Govermment.
Furthermore, the supporters of Oklahoma Baptist College, Indian Univer-
sity, and Tahlequah Academy voted for Darlington in order to overcome the
influence of the Educational Commission's support for Lawton andrto delay
or prevent altogether.the establisiment of a new university. In addition,
the lawton delegation felt that the "country element" at the convention
were influenced mostly by the 640 acres of good land with a few buildings
and light plant; The Lawton delegation derided the latter group for
having their minds on M"raising alfalfa instead of a modern university."6
Following the voting, the convention adopted a resolution putting
the matter of actually locating the university in the hands of an eleven
member Board of Trustees. The trustees were also charged with the duty
of taking the steps necessary tc erect and prepare suitable buildings and
have general supervision of the new universityo7
W. W, Chancellor called the newly elected Board of Trustees for the
university togethér at Oklahoma City on November 13, 1907. After

electing G. M. Harrell, chairman, and the Reverend J.L.H. Hawkins, secre-

tary, they went to El Reno in a body to view the property of the Darlington

5Trid,, p. 68.

: 6iawton Constitution-Democrat, Nocvember 7, 1907.

7M’:'Lnutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1907, p. 69.
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‘site and to confer with the El Reno Commercial Club.8

Howéver, before the university trustees had examined the Darlington
site they were met at El Reno by State Senator J. Elmer Thomas, supporter
of Lawton's bid for the university{ The‘university trustees indicated to
Senator Thomas tha£ they were not enthusiastic about the EL Reno "project"
and that it was questionable whether El Reno would raise the money to buy
the Darlington site. Some of the EL Reno BUSinessmen contended that the
location of the university at the Darlington site would build up a "rival
trading point"™ five miles from the city that would be a detriment instead
of a benefit t6 EL Reno.”

After viewing the property of the Darlington site the university
trustees met with the El Reno Commercial Club. Leaders and officers of
the club informed the trustees that El Reno would first have to purchase
the site from the United States Govermment before they could deed the
property to the university. Therefore, the El Reno Commercial Club re-
quested they be‘given until March 4, 1908, to secure the property, and
the trustees granted the requgétolo

In the meantime, on December 30, 1907, the Mullins and Comanche
County Baptist Associations accepted an offer of the Hastings Baptist
Church and took control of the Hastings Baptist Collegeoll_ The newly
created Board of Trustees recognized the huge task before them in de-
veloping a stable institution and likened the college to a new born babe

thap_"must have everything provided for 1t 012 Nevertheless, Mullins and

81rid., 1908, p. 25.
9Léwton Conéﬁitutidanemoqraﬁ, November 21, 1907.

10Minﬁ£eé; Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1908, p. 25.
1lMinutes, Comanche County Baptist Association, 1908, p. 9.
121p14,
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Comanche County Baptist Associations had put the Hastings Baptist College
in a more competitive position relative to the other Baptist educafional
institutions within Qklahoma and especiallyvto the proposed university.
The Reverend M. D. Early, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Lawton
and one of the principal backers of Lawton®s bid for the new university,
was elected to the Executive Board of the Hastings Baptist College.13

In the meantime the citizens of El Reno made no overt attempts to
secure the Darlington property from the United States Government. Neither
had any member in the United States Congress been found who would intro-
duce a bill donating the Indian land at Darlington for that purpose;
Secretary J. L. Walker of the Educational Commission in a letter to the
Lawton Chamber of Commerce indicated that such a bill would have to be
passed if the site were secured for the new university, because the El
Reno people had already decided not to purchase the land 1%

Following Walker's letter secretary G.B.H. Saltzgaber of the Lawton
Chamber of Commerce received a letter on January 29, 1908, from Indian
Agent Shell of the Darlington Agency. In the letter Shell admitted some
talk on the part of the Department of the Interior that the school at
Darlington might be abandoned or moved and the land sold. However, Shell
emphatically denied that there was any probability that the land would be
donated to the city of El Reno or to the Baptiét General Convention of
Oklahoma for a univefsity°15

That night, following the receipt of Shell's letter, the Lawton

Chamber of Commerce, feeling certain that El Reno had already failed to

13Dyer,vﬂHistory of Southwest Baptist College."

14Lawton-Constitutioanemoorat, January 16, 1908.

Lo1vid., January 30, 1908.
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get the university, met and authorized Senator Thomas to begin pressing
Lawton's bid. The Lawton Chamber of Commerce wanted Senator Thomas to
secure a letter from the university trustees stating that Lawton would
get the university. The Chamber of Commerce felt that if a letter of in-
tent were secured the proposed site could be immediately plotted and of-
fered for sale in order to raise the necessary bonua.16
Senator Thomas did not secure the letter, and the matter remained at
a standstill until March 17, 1908. At 8:30 a.m. on that date the univer-
sity trustees met in Oklahoma City and, after hearing the report of the
chairman, G. M. Harrell, on the status of the ElL Reno property, adjourned
to meet at 3:00 p.m. with the Lawton Chamber of Commerce. Representatives
of the chamber conducted the trustees over the city and to two sites of
forty acres each, either of which was offered as the location for the
university. First the trustees visited the western site, which was one
mile beyond the corporate limits of the city and near the Frisco Rail-
road. Second, they visited the location one mile north of the city
limits near the public highway from the city to Fort Sill, which was five
miles distant. The western site appealed to the trustees because of the
"topography of the site and because it was more remote from the boulevard
leading out to U. S. 4." Therefore, after some discussion the board
voted unanimously that the western site would be the place for the uni-
versity if its location in lawton was consummated.l’
The university trustees then met with the Chamber of Commerce at
8300 p.m., and the chairman of the trustees, G. M. Harrell, called for
the submission of Lawton's proposal in Writing.18 The proposal thus

161514,
17Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1908, pp. 25-26.
181mid., p. 26.
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submitted differed from the one offered at the convention in 1907. It
omitted the 250 scholarships previously offered by the Chamber of Com-
merce, the 250 scholarships offered by the Comanche County Baptist Asso-
ciation, and the $25,000 offered by lawton real estate firms.19 The
trustees also thought that Lawton had offered free water connections with
the city for five years when its proposition was presented to the con-
ventiOn.Zo However, lawton had not made the latter offer.

The university trustees then met with a committee of six from the
Chamber of Commerce until midnight in an effort to agree on the terms of
the proposal., However, no agreement was reaohéd, and the Chamber of
Commerce would not give the university trustees any marketable security
for the performance of their promises to the convention., Subsequently
the meeting adjourned, to reconvene in Oklahoma City six days 1ater.21

On March 23 the university trustees met at 8:00 p.m. Henry M. Furman
of Ada called for a reading of the resolution passed at the convention in
1907 creating the Board of Trustees for Oklahoma Baptist University.

After reviewing their duties the chairman, in the absence of minutes,

made a full statement of what had been done at the last meeting.22 El
Reno did not have a representative at the meeting, but Lawton did. There-
fore, when the propositions from El Reno and Lawton were called for, only
Lawton responded. Senator J. Elmer Thomas stated Lawton's proposition,

which had been scaled down since the meeting of March 1?.23 Lawton's new

191bid.
201bid., 1907, p. 66.
2lThid., 1908, p. 26.

2271bid.

231bid., p. 27.
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proposal was the same that Lawton had presented to the Educational Com-
mission on September 5, 1907, at Guthrie, prior to the 1907 convention.
It consisted of $75,000 and forty acres of land, or $1,000 additional for
each acre of land less than forty acres down to twenty acres.zu
As this proposition did not agree with the offer proposed to the
1907 convention, the trustees of the university went into executive
session to consider thelr next move. in the executive session H. M.
Furman stated orally a resolution on the problems facing the trustees
which was adopted. Mr. Furman was then requested to reduce the reso-
lution to writing and mail it to their secretary pro tem, G, P. Selvege.25
The resolution stated that El Reno, having been given ample time to
make good its proposition and having failed to do so, would no longer be
considered by the board. Second, a misunderstanding existed between
the university trustees and the people of Iawton as to the latter's pro-
posal to the convention. The convention understood that the people of
Lawton had also proposed 250 scholarships at $40 each and a guarantee of
free water connections with the water mains of the city to the university
for five years. However, the resolution stated that the people of Lawton
¥did not so understand the proposition made to the convention and they de=-
clined to make such guarantees good.™ Also, according to the resolution,
the people of Lawton expected the convention "to invest dollar for dollar
given by Lawton in the erection of the university." The resolution stated
that the university trustees had not been authorized to make any promise
of investing dollar for dollar with Lawton. Therefore, the trustees re-

solved to refer the matter back to the convention if the people of Lawton

2H1pig,

251pad.
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insisted upon their new offer.26

Following the executive session of the university trustees, the
representatives of Lawton urged the trustees not to take final action
until after they had gone to Lawton or sent a committee to confer with
the people there to see if a solution could be reached. Therefore, the
trustees elected a subcommittee of three, composed of Henry M. Furman,

G. P. Selvege, and D, P, Phillips to visit Lawton and close the contract
with the people of Lawton if all the conditions of the proposition sub-
mitted to the convention were agreed t0.27 The next day, March 24, 1908,
the subcommittee for the university trustees met with the committee of the
Lawton Chamber of Commerce composed of W. T. Gilbert, J. H. Franklin, and
Frank L. Ketch.28 At the meeting of the committees an agreement was
reached and a contract between the Chamber of Commerce and the university
trustees was consummated.Z?

By the new contract the Lawton Chamber of Commerce agreed to donate
$100,000, forty acres of land, 250 scholarships at $40 each guaranteed by
Comanche County Baptist Association, and free water for university
purposes for five years. The subcommittee of the university trustees ac-
cepted the above offers on the conditions that the $100,000 be paid in
five equal installments beginning ninety days after incorporation and
every ninety days thereafter until paid in full, that the university be
located on the western site previously approved by the trustees, and that
the 250 scholarships be furnished during the first school year but not

26Tvid., pp. 27-28.

2?I't:d.d., Pe 28,

281p1d., p. 29.

29Tk d.



prior to June 1, 1910. The university trustees also demanded in the
contract that the Lawton Chamber of Commerce give the university trustees
security for the payment of the $100,000 and the 250 scholarships within
thirty days. In addition, the university trustees agreed to invest the
$100,000 in university buildings and improvements on the land, It should
be noted that no mention was made of the $25,000 offered by Lawton real
estate dealers at the convention or the 250 scholarships by the Lawton
Chamber of Commerce exclusively., Nelther did the university trustees
agree to invest dollar for dollar with the people of Iawton in the
building of the urdversity. 0

- The Lawton Chamber of Commerce did not give the security demanded
by the university trustees within thirty days. Indeed, it was more than
three months before the committee of the Lawton Chamber of Commerce and
the university trustees met again on June 30, 1908. Several intervening
events had drained support away from the Baptist university project.

The first of these events came April 22, 1908, when State Representa-
tive J. Roy Williams introduced a bill in the Oklahoma Legislature pro-
viding for a district agricultural and mechanical college to be located
in Lawton. The state legislature was contemplating the establishlment of
an agricultural school in each of the state Supreme Court Judicial
Districts in anticipation of federsl legislation appropriating the neces-
sary funds.31

Williams? bill sought to locate the institution for the Fourth
Supreme Court Judicial District at Lawton and have the commissioner of

the land office set aside and withhold from sale a quarter section of

e

301hid., pp. 29-30.

3lawton Constitution-Democrat, April 23, 1908.
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the public buildings land or a quarter section of equal value belonging
to any other fund. The bill also called for an appropriation of $50,000
for the erection of the building and an appropriation of $5,000 to
purchase the furnishings.32

Despite the support of the Lawton people for the bill, it failed to
receive passage. Nevertheless the state legislature did pass a bill on
May 20, creating "Six district agricultural schools of a secondary grade
for instruction in agriculture and mechanics and allied branches in each
of the Supreme Court Judieial Districts.">> On the same day Governor
Haskell approved the bill.ju The bill also stated that "for each school
established no less than eighty acres of land would be provided without
cost to the state."35 A group of Lawton businessmen began working with
the Chamber of Commerce to purchase 160 acres of land two miles west of
the city for presentation to the State of Oklahoma "as an inducement of

the state's locating the school at Lawton..“36

The next day the second disturbing event occurred. J. Walter Ross
of Walters visited Lawton and called for Lawton to bid for the location
of the proposed Presbyterian University. The Southern Presbytery, meeting
at Oklahoma City, had proposed a new university for young men for which
the Presbyterian Church had promised to spend $200,000 in buildings and
equipment.j? Ross and the Reverend Mr. Strong, pastor of the Walters

3210id.

3pulletin, Cameron State Agricultural College, 1958-1959, p. 9.

HThe Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma), May 21, 1908, p. 1.

35Bulletin, Cameron State Agricultural College, 1958-1959, p. 9.
361bid.

37 Lawton Constitution-Democrat, May 21, 1908.
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Presbyterian Church, made up a majority of the committee of three ap-
pointed by the Southern Presbytery which had instructions to make im-
mediate location of the university.38 Durant had already made a bid for
the location, while Oklahoma City and Chickasha were preparing propo-
sitions.39 Thus during the more than ninety days which elapsed between
meetings of the Lawton Chamber of Commerce committee and the full Board
of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist University, the attentions and interests
of Lawton were diverted from the single Baptist opportunity to a multi-
plicity of possible colleges.

When the Oklahoma Baptist University Trustees met with the committee
of the Lawton Chamber of Commerce on June 30, 1908, Senator Thomas and
the Reverend M. D. Early stated that the Lawton Chamber of Commerce was
not ready to offer the security called for in the preliminary contract
of March 24, 1908. Thomas and Early then asked for a delay until July
10, which was granted by the trustees. The university trustees voted to
continue their subcommittee in order to pass on the sufficiency of the
security to be offered. Further they voted that if by July 10, the
citizens of Lawton had failed to provide the promised security the
trusteeb chaiman would publish the fact and announce that since Lawton
had not complied, its bid for the university had been rejectedaho

On July 27, the time extension having expired, the Lawton Chamber
of Commerce committee and the university trustees' subcommittee met in
Oklahoma City. The Lawton delegation asked if the university trustees
subcommittee insisted upon a "Jjoint and several bond in the sum of

B 1vid.
391bid.

"Ominutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1908, pp. 30-31.
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$115,000" and if they insisted that "said bond shall contain a provision
that if default shall be made in any payment of said installment or any
part thereof that the whole sum of $115,000 shall thereupon become due
and payable." The trustees' subcommittee gave an affirmative answer to
both questions, explaining to the Lawton Chamber of Commerce committee
that 254 separate obligations as security for the fulfillment of lawton's
bild was insufficient because it would take separate enforcement action on
each obligation that might be defaulted. The university trustees con-
tended that in case of failure in the payments it would cause a breach
of contract on the part of the university trustees with the architect and
the contractor engaged in the erection of university buildings. Finally
the university trustees reminded the Lawton people that Lawton had made a
cash bid, and the university trustees' subcommittee had only agreed upon
the payment in installments as a favor to Lawton; the subcommittee of the
university trustees was bound to demand such security as would insure
prompt payment of the installments. Nevertheless, despite the sub-
committee's explanations, the Lawton Chamber of Commerce, refusing an ex-
tension of time, withdrew their proposition; thus ended Lawton's op-
portunity to receive the university and the trustees® opportunity to es-
tablish their new university before the 1908 convention met, ¥

Meanwhile, the failure to locate and establish the new university
allowed the Oklahoma Baptist College at Blackwell to function free of
strong competition in many parts of the state. The 1908 financial re-
port of Oklahoma Baptist College revealed that most of the college's
support came from northwest Oklahoma and southern Kansas. During the

school year of 1907-08 Oklahoma Baptist College had been under the leader-
ship of Professor F. E. Smith as Chairman of the Faculty. The enrollment

hlIbid., p. 32,



31

had risen to a new high of 122, including twenty-two ministerial students
and seven missionary volunteers. The college had held its own financially.
On September 4, 1908, the Board of Trustees had unanimously elected Dr.
J. R. Jester of Atlanta, Georgla, as president and financial secretary,
although he did not arrive on the field until after the start of the 1908-
09 school year.uz
Meanwhile the Hastings Baptist College, which despite its name was
only an academy, had begun the school year of 1907-08 with twenty-nine
students and had seen the enrollment increase to near one hundred. Never-
theless, at the close of the first term the Reverend C. R. Hairfield,
pastor of the Hastings Baptist Church, had resigned as head of the school
and R. A. Rushing was elected to succeed him. This school, under the
Jjoint ownership and management of Mullins and Comanche County Baptist
Associations, reported having an Executive Board consisting of twelve
members who lived in southwest Oklahoma. The sponsoring associations also
had set up a three member Executive Committee, a building committee, and
a College Improvement Committee. The campus contained a three story brick

building with a full basement on five acres of land.43

The Board of Trustees for the still homeless new university made a
full report to the convention, which met at the First Baptist Church,
Muskogee, from October 29 through 31, 1908. The trustees referred the en-
tire matter of locating the university back to the convention without
making any recommendations.nb

The convention's report on Christian education reflected disappoint-

ment in these words,

421bid., ppo 21_22I
43Dyer, "History of Southwest Baptist College."
“Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1908, p. 33.
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It is with a feeling of awe at the opportunity and of

dismay at the actual condition of Baptist education in

our fair state, we recommend earnest thought and prayer

concerning our immediate duty.45
The BEducational Commission echoed the need for "immediate duty"™ by urging
"immediate action" in the matter of locating the university.46 Further
delay would be ruinous to the hopes of the convention. The commission's
report called for the Baptists of the state to make ample provision for
the Christian education of their children so that they might take their
places in the very forefront of social, educational, political, and
governmental life.u?

Moreover, the Educational Commission deplored "the seeming in-
difference of our Baptist people in distinctive Baptist educational work."
The commission stated their belief that no one was as able to educate
Baptist children as Baptists, and that Oklahoma Baptists needed con-
viction as to the importance of the truths which were '"peculiar to
Baptists."” The commission furthermore expressed their belief that "God's
saints" taught more by their lives than by their lips, and that Baptist
children should

«sobe led into the light and knowledge with the growing

conviction that God is the creator and superintendent of

all and has a right to be heard in the counsels of men

and all things which pertain to civilization and govern-
ment.

The Educational Commission also reported that Oklahoma Baptist
College at Blackwell was doing splendid work with its present building
and equipment. Nevertheless, the commission still maintained that the

45Tbid., pp. 19-20.
¥1id., p. 35.
Y'Tea., p. 3b.
MBrbid.
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college facilities at Blackwell were wholly inadequate for the opportuni-
ties. In addition, the commission reported that Indian University and
Tahlequah Academy had been consolidated during the past year by the Home
Mission Society of New York, with the Tahlequah teaching force moved to
Indian University. However, the commission regarded the facilities at
Bacone as wholly ir’xadaqla.ate:.“9 Therefore, the commission made the recom-
mendation that the matter of locating the new university should be given
to a "wise and conservative committee of fifteen members," which should
act "without reference to the interest of any one location,"30

The Educational Commission recommended the electlion of a seven-
member Educational Commission whose duties would be to develop Oklahoma
Baptists along educational lines and to foster the interests of all the
schools. The commission went further to recommend to the Baptist asso-
ciations of the state that they establish Baptist academies of high grade
that would be equal or superior to the state high schools. The commission
suggested that the academies would be "large feeders™ of the Baptist uni-
versity proposed by the convention. Nevertheless, the commission's report
made no_mention of Hastings Baptist College, which still operated under
the control and auspices of the Mullins and Comanche County Baptist Asso-
ciations.gl

The convention acted on the BEducational Commission's recommendation,
increasing the Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist University from
eleven to fifteen members. These went right to work, meeting in McAlester

on November 13, 1908, to organize. They elected G. M. Hairrell of Holden-
ville, president, Robert Hamilton of Watonga, vice president, H. Coulter

YTrid., p. 33.
SOIbid-, Pe 35-
51Tbid., p. 36.
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Todd of Oklahoma City, secretary, and I. B, Oldham of Muskogee, treasurer,'
After designating Oklahoma City as the‘domicile of the board, a resolution
was adopted that the board advertise for sealed bids from the various
towns and cities in the state desiring to secure the location of the uni-
versity. All bids were to be in the hands of the secretary on or before
February 2, 1909, at 9:00 a.m. The board then adjourned subject to the
call of the pres:i.dent.s2

On February 4, 1909, the university trustees met in Oklahoma City to
consider bids. Guthrie and Shawnee offered a campus of forty acres and
$100,000; Sulphur offered one~fourth interest in 640 acres of land which
they valued at $200,000; There were three bids from Oklahoma City, but
the board considered only two. Mr. I. M. Putnam of Oklahoma City offered
an undivided interest in six hundred acres of land which would include a
sixty acre campus, an additional 140 acres or $100,000 in lieu of the
140 acres, plus $100,000 by the Chamber of Commerce of Oklahoma City
guaranteed by Putnam, The other Oklahoma City offer was made by Mr. J.
L. Francis who bid $30,000 in cash, and a 50 acre campus, and one hundred
acres of land.53

On March 16, 1909, the trustees met in Oklahoma City and visited the
two sites there, plus sites at Guthrie, Shawnee, and Sulphur. The final
session of this meeting was held in the Artesian Hotel in Sulphur, where
the voting of the trustees took place. On the first ballot the vote was
ten for the Putnam site and two for Shawnee. On the second ballot the
vote was made unanimous for the Putnam site in Oklahoma City, which was

provisionally accepted. A subcommittee consisting of H. C. Todd and

52Tbid., 1909, p. 76.
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Fred Brasted of Oklahoma City and George McKinnis of Shawnee was ap-
pointed to close details of the contract with Mr. Putnam. The Board of
Trustees did not meet‘again until October 20, 1909.5%

Meanwhile, the Bapfist collegé at Blackwell remained free of compe-
tition because of the continued failure to éstablish the new university,
During these two years Oklahoma Baptist College prospered #t Blackwell
and reached its zenith under the presidency of Dr. John Robert Jester,

In the fall of 1908 Dr. Jester had come to Oklahoma Baptist College from
Georgia, where he had been secretary of the Georgla Baptist Education
Board, Dr. Jester worked hard during the 1908-09 school year, and the
enrollment at the college, which had been increasing for several years,
reached a new high of 150, The average attendance was also higher.55
Je C; Stalcup of Oklahoma City, Corresponding Secretary for the Baptist
General Convention of Oklahoma, was present at Oklahoma Baptist College's
spring commencement, pledging his allegiance to the college,56 Mr.
Stalcup's support was important because he held the highest elective of-
fice of the state convention and was general superintendent of all its
work. However, educational matters were not his direct concern nor under
his direct authority.

Dr. Jester and the college trustees were much encouraged by the‘work
of the 1908-09 school year and felt that the college had an exceedingly
bright future in store. The crisis was paésed, and increased attendance,

increased zeal, and increased support would be the rule for the next

‘term.57 In the latter part of June Dr. Jester invited a committee of

54Tbid. |
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Blackwell citizens to visit the college to see for themselves the im-
provements it needed. Following the visit the committee agreed to go be-
fore the citizens in order to raise $1,500 by donations. By July 1 about
$1,000 had been subseribed,3® Dr., Jester and the college trustees felt
the improvements were needed in order to accommodate the fall enroll-
ment; which they expected to reach three hundred,’? By the beginning of
the fall term of 1909 the college campus had undergons many improvements;
The college building had been thoroughly renovated from roof to basement.
Several rooms had been remodeled, three small rooms having been converted
into one large library and reading room. The grounds had been harrowed
and seeded, the trees trimmed, and sidewalks built, In addition, when
the fall term of the college opened on September 14, 1909, the students

were met by an enlarged faculty of fourteen members.éo

Meanwhile at Hastings the Reverend R. A. Rushing had resigned as
president of Hastings Baptist College at the end of the 1908+09 term,
and the Executive Board had sought J. M. Dyer of Ryan as his replace-
mentq61 Dyer had a house in Hastings and had taught there from 1905 to
1908,62 Nevertheless, before Dyer could accept the post he required
the Executive Board to take a census of the number of homes and people
within the incorporated limits of Hastings and radius of one mile sur-

rounding the town. 63 When the census revealed 1,107 pecple living

‘58Ibido, July 1, 1909,
591bid.
60Ibido, September 9, 1909.
61Dyer, "History of Southwest Baptist College."

627, M. Dyer, Waurika, Oklahoms, April 22, 1957, letter to J. M.
Gaskin, Heavener, Oklahoma, in author's possession.

63Dyer, "History of Southwest Baptist College."
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6l

within the area deseribed above, Dyer accépted the position. The Ex-

ecutive Board changed the name from Hastings ngtis@mgglleggwpgwﬁguihwest

Baptist College, aﬁd the school term opened September 7, 1909, with a
faculty of six. _Tﬁg faculty included the pastor of the Hastings Baptist
Church, the Reverend C. R. Hairfield, his wife, President Dyer, Mrs.
Dyer, Miss Helen Savage, and Miss Dora Matthewsoé5

Meanwhile, Dr. Jester had decided to resign the presidency of Okla-
homa Baptist College to accept the pastorats of the First Baptist Church
of Shawnee. Dr. Jester gave three reasons for his resignation. First,
he felt that his 1life’s great work was that of a pastor, and he had a
. ‘'definite conviction to return. His year at QOklahoma Baptist College,
wﬁile a digression, was his response to the need for a heroic‘effort to
save the existence of the college. Second, Dr. Jester indicated that
he had spent four years in "strenuous denominational service™ which hurt
his health. In addition, he desired to be able to spend more time with
his family. Dr. Jester felt that at Shawnee he could secure a new
"vantage ground" for rendering service to Oklahoma Baptist College. The
success of every denominational institution, Dr. Jester went on, depended
upon suppovt from the strong centers of the sfate9 of which Shawmee was
one, Recalling that he had gone to Oklahoma Baptist College to establish
the college in the confidence of the community and the people of the
state, Dr. Jester apparently felt he had succeeded. He envisioned a
college enrollment of three hundred ;tudents in the Yvery near future®
and stated that the college was on far better financial ground than at

any time in its h‘istoryo66
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On September 29, 1909, the Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist
College elected as president the Reverend J. H. Moore, A. B.y Th.D., of
Kentucky. However; Dr: Jester agreed to remain at the college until Dr.
Moore's arriva1.67 During the interval, Dr. Jester succeeded in getting
Mr. J; H. Robinson of Wakita to deed a halfw-section of land valued at
$10,000 to the college for the purpose of bullding a girls' dormitory;
The conditions were that Mr. Robinson be glven room and board by the
college as long as he lived and receive an additional $2,000 in cash;68

On October 20, 1909,Ithe Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
verslty met again in Oklahoma City. At that meeting the committee on
incorporation submitted their report, which acceded to I, M, Putnam's
demands that only one=half of the Board of Trustees be elected by the
Baptist General Convention of Qklahoma, the other half to be chosen by
Putnam himself, and that only three~fourths of the trustees must be
Baptists; Following this report, disagreement developed among the uni-
versity trustees. The majority wanted all of the members of the Board
of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist University to be members of Baptist
churches and elected by the convention. The report was not accepted. At
Chickasha on November 8, 1909, and at subsequent meetings there the
trustees failed to reach a unanimous agreement. Therefore, they reported
thelr failure to the convention of 1909, but requested that the whole
question again be referred to themselvesaé9

The 1909 report of Oklsehoma Baptist College was presented by the

college®s new president; Dr. J. H. Moors. The report blamed the

67104,

681he Elackwell Daily News (Oklahoma), February 17, 1911.

69Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1909, p. 76.
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enrollment of only 120 students on the "severe drought of the past
summer." However, the college had 30 ministerial students and eight“
missionary volunteers enrolled. Following the report the college re-
ceived $1,868 in cash and pledges. This was by far the greatest support
that Oklahoma Baptist College had received from the Baptist General Cone
vention of Oklahoma siﬁce the convention was formed in 1906;70

The report on Christian education mentioned that Indian University
had been renamed for its founder, A. C. Bacone., '+ Although Bacone College
was actually doing two years of college work; it received as little at-
tention as Southwest Baptist College at Hastings, which was really only
an academy, Nevertheless, Bacone College was under the control of the
Home Mission Society of New‘Ybrk and out of reach of the control of the
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma. Therefore, the state convention,
although jointly aligned with Northern and Southern Baptist conventions,
gave Bacone almost no official support. Southwest Baptist College, on
the other hand, received little mention at the convention for two
reasons. First, it was under the control of Mullins and Comanche County
Baptist Associations. Secorid, it was doing only the work of an aca-
demy. Therefore, neither institution aroused the interest of the con-
vention, which was absorbed with the problem of establishing a new uni-
versity under its complete control.

After the fallure of Putnam®s proposition the trustees; eager to
locate the university and finding no fault with Shawaee®s bid, accepted

sixty acres of land and a promised cash bonus of $100,000 from that city

Ommid., p. 5b.

71Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1909, p. 76.
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sometime shortly after the 1909 convention.’? By February 10, 1910, the
convention succeeded in setting up a corporation for the Baptist Univer-

T TN T S TN ST e,

sity qzwgk}ghpma under its complete control to be located at Shavgnee.73
The‘articles of incorporation for the university set up a twenty-four
member board of trustees to be elected for staggered terms; Each member
must be a member of a Baptist church within the state of Oklahoma, and
the board would be elected by the next regular meeting (1910) of the con-
vention, Thereafter,‘at gach regular annual meeting, the Baptist General
Convention of Qklahoma would elect six trustees for a term of four years
to fi11 expiring terms. The articles of incorporation also required the
presidents of the university and each of its department heads to be
members of Baptist churches.7u On February 28, 1910, the university
trustees elected W, P. Blake, W. S; Wylle, B, A, Wesson, J. A, Scott; and
George E. McKennis to a committee for the purposes of employing an archi
tect, adopting plans, and letting the contract for the erection of the
administration building. They also elected W. S. Wylie Educational
Secretaryo75 Thus after three years of waiting the Baptist General Con-

vention of Oklahoma found a home for its proposed new university.

72Tbid., 1910, p. 51.

73Minutes, Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist University, February
lO [ 191() ® ’

7HTbid.
75Minutes, Baptist General Convention, 1910, p. 5l.



CHAPTER IV
CORRELATION OR COMPETITION 1910-1913

In spite of the fact that the new Baptist university had been lo=-
cated at Shawnse by February 10, 1910, the BEducational Commission of the
convention gave 1ts support at the same time to an expansionist program
at Oklahoma Baptist College. In a meeting at the White Temple Baptlst
Church in Oklahoma City the Bducational Commission endorsed a plan pre=-
sented by President J. H. Moore and the trustees of Oklahoma Baptist
College for the erection of $50,000 worth of new buildings on the college
campusol The proposed buildings were a girls'! dormitory, a sclence hall,
and a gymnas‘iumo2

| Af a meeting the latter part of March, 1910, the Board of Trustees
of Oklahoma Baptist College announced their determination to pursue an
active statewlde campaign for the support of the college., Shortly afterw
wardss Dr. Moore went to Chicago, Illinois, seeking funds for thg college

from a philanthropist named Dro Pearson and returned from the trip ex-
pressing confidence that the college would receive funds from Pearson.
He also told the people of Blackwell that he met old friends in Chicago
who gave him enthusiastic suppert and encouragement and that he felt

certain that the college would get some funds from the Rockefeller

1M’:"Lnutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1910, p. 53.

2The Blackwell Times-Record, March 24, 1910,

3Tbid., April 7, 1910.
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Despite Moore's golden dreams the funds from philanthropic sources
did not materialize, and support in Oklahoma for the college began ra-
pidly diminishing., In June, 1910, Dr. Moore, faculty members, and students
began a canvass of the state in a campaign to raise the $50,000 necessary
for the building‘programo5 The plan of the statewlde canvass was to take
the ™working force of the school back to its populationo"6 They expected
to present the merits of Blackwell and of Oklahoma Baptist College te the
Baptists and other citizens of the state in a better way than ever.7 The
canvass falled miserably because of growing sentiment for the university
which had been located at Shawneeo8 Therefore, when the college opened
in September, 1910, the girls' dormitory, the only new building under
construction, was not yet coﬁpleted, and other arrangements had te be
made for housing for girls. In addition, the old boys' dormitory would
not accommodate all the men students needing hous‘inga9
To make matters worse, after such glowing hopes had been dashed to
pieces during the summer, the college also faced a lawsuit brought by the
heirs of J., H. Robinson for the recovery of the half-section of land
Robinson had deeded to the college for the erection of the dormitory.
The heirs contended that Mr. Robinson was not mentally competent to trans-

act business at the time he deeded the land to Oklahoma Baptist Collegealo

LLI’bid '

5Tbid., June 16, 1910,
6Ibid,
7Ibid.

80scar L. Gibson,; personal interview with the author at Stillwater,
Oklahoma, May 8, 1961,

9The Blackwell Times~Record, September 1, 1910,

10The Hlackwell Daily News, February 17, 1911,
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By the time thg Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma held its an-
rnual meeting in mid-November, 1910, Oklahoma Baptist College had succeedad
in raising only $2,320.28 of its operating fund by contributions from
churches and individuals. The college had also sold the men's dormitory
for $3,037.50 and borrowed $17,513 during the year. Furthermore, the
convention broke its custom and took no offering for the college.11

With the university located at Shawnee, the educational work of the
Baptiét General Convention of Oklahoma entersd into a new phase; Both
the Educational Commission and the Board of Trustees of OkliﬁﬁﬁiwﬁﬁPEQSt
Universi}zlrecommended the establishment of é system of correlated
scﬁooi# at the anmual meeting in 1910. The university trustees stated
that a general correlation system of Baptist schools in Oklahoma was es-
sential to the success of the denomination. The university trustees also
stated that "Such a system would be incomplete without a university at
its head." The trustees then recommended to thevconvention in their re-
port that the powers of the Educational Commission be broadened to allow
them to cooperate with the university trustees in the general supervision
of the Oklahoma Baptist U'niversity.,12

The Educational Commission in their report to the 1910 convention
warned against blunders of "ill-advised educational endeavoré" such as
these which had wasted time and money for Baptists in other states and
called for unity of purpose in Oklahoma, However, the Educational Com-
mission gave its hearty support to Oklahoma Baptist College at Blackwell
and endorsed the college®s plan to raise $50,000 for the proposed building

program by $1 subscriptions. The commission felt that the best way to

1lMinutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1910, pp. 47-49.

121bid., p. 52.
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develop support for Baptist institutions of higher learning was ultimately
to plant academies in every section of the state. These academies woul@
prepare Baptist boys and girls under Baptist influences to go to the de-
nomination's Mcolleges and furnish material for the Baptist university;"
The commission felt that this plan could best be implemented by a uniform
curriculum for all the academies and colleges arranged and adopted by ths
Educational Commis&ion in harmony with accredited standards. Neverthe
less, the Bducational Commisslon recommended that no scademies should be
located except by the approval of the convention, 3

The Educational Commission recommended that the convention elect an
Educational Commlssion of nine members instructed and empowered to corre.
late all the educational institutions under the control of the conventlon
and to confer with cities and communities in regard to the establishment
of academies. However, like the Educational Commission elected at the
convention in 1906, this commission of 1909 had already undertaken action
toward correlating the educational institutions within the state and es-
tablishing new academies. It had sought unsuccessfully to bring Bacone
College (formerly Indian University) under the control of the state con-
vention. The American Baptist Home Mission Society of New York had re-
fused to relinquish control of Bacone College. On the other hand, the
Educational Commission had succeeded in getting the trustees of the South-
West Baptist College at Hastings te offer their institution to the con-
vention to be correlated with the denominational schools. Furthermore,
the Educational Commission had already received and entertained & Propo-
sition from the city of Hobart in regard to the possible establishment of -

a Baptist "school" at that cityolu

131vid., p. 53.
g,
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The Educational Secretary for the university had received cash and
pledges of $3,000 during the past year, and the Educational Commigssion
asked for poﬁer to employ an Educational Secretary who would be the
representative of the educational interests of the state. The Educational
Commission wanted the power to define the Educational Secretary's duties,
arrange his salary, and designate the location of his headquartersa15

Following these reports, the convention empowered the Educational
Commission to correlate the schools and eleet and employ an Educational
Secretary. Southwest Baptist College at Hastings was accepted into the
gorrelated system by the convention, but as an academye16 It appears thet
the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma was gehuinely attempting to
bring about cooperation between the various institutlons and lessen the
competition,

~ However, before the BEducational Commission could organize and formue
late plans for the inauguration of a correlated system, the Board of
Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist College’resolved to take drastic action.
Having failed to win the support of the convention for their plans for
expanding the campus at Blackwell, and having failed to receive from the
convention any financial aid whatsoever, the college trustees met No-
vember 21, 1910, at the Lee Hickins Hotel in Oklahoma City, and voted to
move Oklahoma Baptist College to Oklahoma City provided that satisfactory
arrangements could be made. They also voted that the property at Black-
well be maintained by the denomination as an academy. The college trustess
Justified their action on the ostensible grounds that under wise management

Oklahoma Baptist College had outgrown its facilities and enviromment at

Blackwell. The college trustees then voted to lay the matter before the

151d., pp. 52-53.
10114., 1911, p. 60.
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Educational Commission at as early a date as possible,l7

The action of the trustees for Oklahoma Baptist College caused quick
reaction in Blackwell. The Blackwell Commercial Club met November 28,
1910, and a committee was appointed to ascertain the rights of the Com-
13

mercial Club in regard to the property and recommend action. This was
necessary because on April 18, 1910, Dr. Moore as vice-president of the
c¢lub had called a special meeting orally and without written notice and
had obtained from the club the release of the restrictions which that
c¢lub had placed upon the property of the college in 1905019 The Come
mercial Club met again the following night, November 29, to consider Dw.
Moore's letter of resignation, However, the club unanimously refused to
20

accept his resignation.

" In its December 1 issue the editor of the Blackwell Times-Recofd ET

cused the preachers and educators of the convention of playing polities
with the "school.™ The editor also expressed the sentiment that the
Baptist denomination would suffer by the move as much as or more than the
city of EBlackwell would. Indeed, the whole matter of moving the school
was more unfair to Dr. Moore and his associates than to Blackwell.Z! This
last statement revesls that obvicusly the Blackwell editor did not know
at that time the extent of Dr. Moore's involvement in the affair.

The directors of the Blackwell Commercial Club met on Saturday

morning, December 10, 1910, to hear the report by the committee appointed

17Minutes, Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist College, November
21, 1910,

18Mihutes, Blackwell Commercial Club, November 28, 1910,

19The Blackwell Daily Néwg, February 4, 1911,

ZOMinutes, Blackwell Commercial Club, November 29, 1910.
2l7he Blackwsll Times-Record, December 1, 1910.
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to investigate the club’s legal rights in the college property. The Com-
mercial Club was informed by Mr. J. E. Curran, an attorney, that the
committee had no report to make as such. However, Mr. J. S. Burger re-
viewed briefly the history of the Commercial Club and the title of
Oklahoma Baptist College and stated that in his judgment the action of
the club on April 18 and September 17, 1910, surrendered and released all
of the club's title to the college, if the club had been dealt with fairly
or a fraud had not been perpetrated. Mr. D, S. Rose; another member of
the committee, stated that in his Jjudgment the college had absclute title,
but he thought the deed might be set aside on the grounds of "lack of
co_nsiderationo"22

Following the comments on the title of the college Mr. Schoenwald
made the motion that the directors of the Commercisl Club request the
Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist College to depose Dr. Moore as
president of the college and to secure a president who would work in
harmony with the citizens of Blackwell and for the best interests of the

college., Mr. Barrett seconded the motion, but after remarks by most of

the committee members the motion was withdrawn and the meeting adjournedazb

The December 15, 1910, issue of The Blackwell Times-Record found the

editor indignant over the reasons expressed by J. A. Sutton, a college
trustee, for the proposed removal of the college from Blackwella24 Sutton
had stated the reasons which the Board of Trustees included in their reso-
lution passed on November 21, 1910, in Oklahoma City. Those reasons were

that the college had outgrown its facilities, its location, and its

22Minutes, Blackwell Commercial Club, December 10, 1910,

231pid.

ZuThe Blackwell Times-Record, December 5, 1910.
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environ5025 However, Sutton had elaborated by stating that the college
had progressed to such an extent that the city of Blackwell was too small
to accommodate it026 The Blackwell editor acknowledged the right of the
board to move the college from Blackwell, but charged that they had "no
right to cast unwarranted aspersions upon us by so doing°"27

While the Blackwell editor was lamenting the possible movement of

the college to Oklahoma City, the editor of The Baptist Worker, published

at Mangum, Oklahoma, was praising the proposal. The Reverend A. Munnery saild
that the majority of the students at Oklahoma Baptist College were over-
joyed when the news of the proposed move was announced in the chapel, and

had been giving yells for "Oklahoma Baptist College at Oklahoma City."
The Reverend Nunnery stated that the location would be much better because

it could be reached from all parts of the state by rail and would be near
the center of the state,20

While the controversy over the proposed removal of Oklahoma Baptist
College from Blackwell moved at a quickening pace, the Board of Trustees
of Oklahoma Baptist University met in Décember, 1910, and accepted the
resignation of their Educational Secretary, W. S. Wiley. Wiley had taken
a position as a field secretary of the Sunday School Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention. In Wiley®s place the university trustees named the
Reverend E. D. Cameron, a former state supefintendent of schools, to as-
sume the work as soon as he could arrange to get on the field, At this

December meeting the trustees also adopted plans for the ersction and

25M’:"Lnutes, Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist College, November
21, 1910,

267he Hlackwell Times-Record, December 15, 1910.

27 Tbid.
28rh,e Baptist Worker (Mangum, Oklahoma), December 21, 1910.
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furnishing of the dormitory and approved a budget for the expenses of the
year. They decided that the university should open in September, 1911,
so that they could present the “school" more fully to the people of the
state. February 22, 1911, was set as the date for the laying of the
cornerstone at the universityo29

The yeaf of 1911, however, quickly brought more troubles to Oklahoma
Baptist College. On January 5, 1911, the directors of the Blackwell
Commercial Club met and authorized their president to institute a suit in
the name of the Blackwell Commercial Club against the college in order to
protect the club's interest and those of the citizens of Blackwell in the
college property.Bo Four days later the Commercial Club met and accepted
Dr. Moore's resignation as a director, T

Three days later, on January 12, 1911, the Commercial Club met again
to discuss the college difficulty. After a general informal discussion,
a motion was made and seconded that the president appoint a committee to
write the college trustees and other members of the Educational Commission
relative to the proposed college removal. Then A. G. West announced that
the college trustees would meet in Blackwell the following Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17, and that they wouid reportedly meet a committee from the Com-
mercial Club; the club instructed the president to appoint such a com-
mittee. The president appointed the entire Board of Directors to be that
32 '

committes. Exact details of the meeting are unknown. However, it is

reasonable to assume that the results were not satisfactory to the

29Minutes, Baptist General Comvention of Oklahoma, 1911, p. 56.
3oMinutes, Blackwell Commercial Club, January 5, 1911.

3l1bid,, January 9, 1911.

3210id., January 12, 1911.
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Commercial Club, since their directors met on the following Monday, Janu-
ary 23, and voted unanimously to instruct their attorneys to begin suit
at ohce against the college in order to protect the club's interest in
the property;33
The suit was filed «in the District Court of Kay County at Blackwell .
on February 3, 1911. J; S. Burger, D. S. Rose, and J. E. Curran were at.

3bL

torneys for the Commercial Club. The brief of the suit, consisting of

twenty~seven typewritten pages, recounted the history of Oklahoma Baptist

College relative to the suit.35

The brief accused Dr. Moore of boasting
shortly after his arrival in Hlackwell in November, 1909, that the
college would be liberally supported by large gifts and endowments from

eastern philanthropists°36

They accused Moore of flattering the city and
college "™with the purpose, design,‘and‘intention of ingratiating himself
into gaining the confidence of the members of the plaintiff." Whereupon9
he became a member of the Blackwell Commercial Club on Jamuary 4, 1910,
and a director and vice~president the next day,37 :

The attorneys moved that the court enjoin the Oklahoma Baptist
College Corporation from disposing of the property in any manner until the
court had determined the issues of the case, Furthermoré, the attorneys
for the plaintiff charged that Moore in his official capacity as vice
president of the Commercial Club had illegally called the meeting of April
18, 1910, which had released the restrictions on the deed to the cdllege'

property imposed in 1905. Therefore, the attorneys for the plaintiff

33IbidQ, January 23, 1911,

3I‘}'The Blackwéli Déil& ﬁews, February &4, 1911,

35The Daily Oklahoman, February 4, 1911, p. 3.

36The BlédkwélllDaily News, February 4, 1911.
37104, |
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argued that the restrictions placed on the property in 1905 were still
binding.38

The day before the above suit was filed the Educational Commission
met in Oklahoma City and mapped out a plan for the correlating of the
Baptist educational institutions in the state. First, the university at
Shavnee was to be recognized and constituted as the central and head
institution. All the schools "fostered" by the Baptist General Convention
of Oklahoma now or in the future were to recognize the university as the
head of the correlated system. Second, the university was to adopt and
maintain a curriculum that would be up to the standard recognized by
similar institutions in other states. Third, the several schools of the
correlated system would maintain their curricula up to the university's
standard. Fourth, no "school" would be allowed to launch an independent
campaign for funds, but all "monies" were to be raised through the Edu-
cational Commission or by their sanction. Fifth, the several presidents
of the "schools" thus correlated were ex officio educational evangelists
of the Educational Commission and were authorized to collect monies for
the several schools as they might be directed by the Educational Com-
mission. Sixth, all property rights of the several schools in the corre-
lated system were to be vested in the boards of trustees of the schools
and to be held in trust for the convention by the said boards of trustees.
The trustees of each institution were to have complete control and manage-
ment of all internal affairs of institutions over which they were ap-
pointed, but they were not to launch building enterprises for which the

denominations would be asked to contribute unless they first secured the

permission of the Educational Commission. Last, the several correlated

"schools" were to be asked to make their charters conform to the above

3Bbid.
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articles of correlation. At the same meeting the Educational Commission
attempted unsuccessfully to appoint an Educational Secretary.39

On February 4, 1911, the Robinson suit against Oklahoma Baptist
College was decided in favor of the college. However, the problems
connected with the removal proposition continued., The Educational Com-
mission had selected a committee composed of Dr. W. D. Moorer of Oklahoma
City, E. D. Cameron of Shawnee, and the Reverend R. A. Rushing of Thomas
to meet with the trustees of Oklahoma Baptist College and the Blackwell
Commercial Club to discuss the strained relations between the trustees
and the Commercial C.:.'Lubq}"'0

During the time when the suit was pending, the Reverend L. W. Marks
of Oklahoma City, a college trustee for many years, met unofficlally with
a numbef of Blackwell cltlzens at the Commercial Club room., Insisting
that the denomination in Oklahoma was never more loyal to the college,
Marks pointed out that the debt incurred by ﬁhe building énd furnishing
of the dormitory was so large as to raise doubts that it could be cleared
by the denomination. Therefore he called upon Blackwell to help alllevi-
b1

ate the situation.

By the middle of February the tension in Blackwell eased somewhat
and confidence in Oklahoma Baptist College began to be restored.*2 At
the same time Oklahoma Baptist University marked an advance with the

ceremonies atiending the laying of the cornerstone of the administration

bui}d;ng°43 The Educational Secretary for the university trustees, the

39Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1911, pp. 60-61
LOThe Blackwell Times-Record, February 9, 1911,

M1piq.
b21pid., February 16, 1911.
43M‘inutes‘, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1911, p. 56.
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Reverend E. D. Cameron, then resigned to accept a pastoral charge. After

this change the work toward developing the university campus at Shawnee
Ly

proceeded slowly and unspectacularly.

On March 7, 1911, the editor of The Blackwell Times-Recdrd wrote
that the Commercial Club was willing to help in any way it possibly could
to get the college out of its finaneial crisis,45 He indicated that the
agitation about moving the college from Blackwell to Oklahoma City was
unfortunate and untimely, and had caused many unbecoming and hurtful
things to be said on all sidesoué He announced that President J., H. Moore
had presented his resignation effective at the close of the term and that
it had been accepted.47 A committee had been chosen by the college
trustees to elect Moore's suc:cessoru.}+8 One week later, on March 14, 1911,
the trustees met and did exactly as the editor said they already had.
They accepted Moore's resignation and appointed a committee of three to
confer with the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention for
selecting a new pres:'l.cvien‘l:.u9

The day before this meeting of the trustees, the Commercial Club met
and voted to dismiss its suit against the college on thése conditionss
fiist, the trustees were to agree to maintain the college at Blackwellj
second, the college was to obtain an additional loan not to exceed $12,000

and spend the money to pay existing debts only; third, the payment of

“1oid., pp. 58-58.
45The Blackwell Times-Record, March 7, 1911.

461114,
L ST
L81bid.

101 49Minutes, Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist College, March 14,
9l11.
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these debts was to be handled by a cémmittee of three composed of one
member of the Commercial Club, one member of the college trustees, and
the college treasurer, V. G. Haggaman.so However, when the trustees met
the next day they did not vote to borrow $12,000, nor did they ever do “vi
s0.91 Nevertheless, the suit against the college was dropped and every-
thing remained quiet at Blackwell through the remainder of the school
term although the financial conditions of the college worsened, 72
Meanwhile a rival institution had come into being with the creation
Oklahoma City, to have the

of a Board of Trustees for Carey College i
financial backing of I. M. Putnam. The pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Oklahoma City was the board's presiden’c.,53 On April 22, 1911,
Dr. J. Ho Moore, president of Carey College, announced the selection of
a faculty of several staff members from Oklahoma Baptist College. These
included the professor of Philosophy and Education and vice president, F.
Erdmann Smith; professor of English, Iuther Weeksj; professor of Bible,
Harrison Parker Crego; academy assistant, W. T. Short; and four members
of the fine arts departmentosu
The University Board of Trustees met during April and elected Dr.
John Hart Scott as Dean, directing him to attend to the university's edu-

cational and financial campaign during the months of April, May, and June.

The university trustees recommended Dr. Scott to the churches as an

50Minutes, Blackwell Commercial Club, March 13, 1911,

1911 51Minute5s Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist College, March 14,

52Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1911, p. 54.
53@& L. Stigler, "A History of the Institutions of the Baptist General
Convention of Oklahoma®™ (unpublished Th.D. dissertation, Southwestern

Baptist Theological Seminary:s Fort Worth, Texas, 1945), p. 62.
5L"The BElackwell Times-Record, April 27, 1911.
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educator of high standing who had proven himself strong in school manage-
ment.55

Meanwhile in April the Educational Commission still minus the
services of an Educational Secretary, asked the Reverend A. J. Holt!
president of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma and the Edu-
cational Commission to direct the campaign and disburse the funds raised
to the several "schools" in the correlated system. Dr. Holt agreed for
a remuneration of $100 pér month and expenses. J. B. Rounds agreed to
assist Holt for his expenses only.56,

In‘the latter part of May, 1911, Dr. A. E. Baten accepted the presi-
dency of Oklahoma Baptist College, and on June 8, the déy after the
closing of the spring term, the Educational Commission met with the
college trustees at Blackwe11.57v The commission advised the trustees to
borrow $3;OOO and pay it to the teachers, who were owed $5,OOO.58 The
trustees were unable to borrow the money except by making personal notes,
which they were reluctant to do. However, the commission assured the
trustees that if they would borrow on notes to mature in December that a
collection would be taken at the meeting of the convention in November
which would pay off the notes.”” The Baptists of Blackwell then borrowed
$1,500 and the Commercial Club another $1,500, so that the teachers were
paid the $3,000,60

55Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1911, p. 56.
56Tr4d., p. 6l. |

57Tbid., p. 62.

581pid., p. 52.

591bid., p. 53.

6OIbid.
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The summer financial canvass for education planned by the Educational
Commission did not begin until the last Sunday in May. The delay was due
to several reasons. First, it was felt that May was an unfavorable
month, following as it did the "roundup"™ in April for home and foreign
missions. Second, Dr. Holt had to attend the Southern Baptist Convention
in Jacksonville, Florida, in May;61 Moreover, the conditions of QOklahoma
Baptist College and Oklahoma Baptist University made their immediate

62 The Educational Commission had set a minimum goal

futures uncertain.
of $4,500 to help the "correlated schools" meet their expenses of the
past year.63 However, the pastors did not support the financial canvass,
énd the result was tota1 fai1ure. Only $408.58 was collected, of which
$350 went for expenses.éu Dr. Baten toured several western counties
during August, reporting that he secured many new students for the college
and met many old students who were returning, but he had received no
funds.65

At the same time the newest institution in the correlated system was
having its share of financial problems. At the annual meeting of the
Comanche County Baptist Association August 2U4-26, 1911, the messengers to
the meeting were told that it was up to "the contiguous territory to

support Southwest Baptist Academy in a. peculiar way." The association then

collected cash and pledges amounting to $188.50 for the academyo66

611bid,, p. 61.

621114,
6310id.
4144,

65The Blackwell Times-Record, August 24, 1911,

66Minutes, Comanche County Baptist Association, 1911, p. 13.
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The Educational Commission met at Hastings on August 25 in con-
junction with the Cqménche County Baptisf Associatién and divided up the
responsibility for providing representatives at the annual associational
meetings between the educational institutions. Oklahoma Baptist Univer-
sity was given all the territory east of the Santa e Raliroad, which ran
north to south through the state. Soutgggigm§§gﬁist Aocademy was assigned
six associations in their part of the state, including Comanche, Mullins,
Chickasha, Caddo, Klowa, and Tillman associations. Oklahoma Baptist College
received the northwestern part of the state. These divisions tacitly recog-
nized the sectional support for the various institutions, but the division
was intended to last only until the annuel meeting of the state convention
in November.é7

In the fall of 1911 Ca{?me911ege, formed in the spring under the
presidency of Dr. J. H. Mbore;'entered the scene as an‘independent Baptist
college. It opened in Oklahoma City with e faculty which included several
Oklahoma Baptist College staff members from the previous year and a 5,060
volume library formerly belonging to the defunct Epworth University of

68

Oklahoma City. The college even had a football teamoég‘ However, the

chief benefactor, Mr. I. M, Putnam, suffered financial reverses shortly after
the college opened, and was forced to closé its operations in less than a
montho7o Thirty-one students, two teachers including W, T. Short, and the
five thousand book library were taken in by Oklahomaﬁ?gp?iﬁt University,

71

which had opened in September in Shawmee. The university®s quarters were

7Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1911, p. 13.

68Stigler, p. 62.

69The‘Déi1y Oklahoman, September 10, 1911, p. 8.
70Stigler, p. 62.

7l1vig,
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temporary, being the First Baptist Church, the Convention Hall, and the
Shawnee High School. Dr. J. M. Carroll of San Marcos, Texas, was presi-
dent, having been chosen by the trustees because of his remarkable success
in Baptist educational work in Texas. He was expected to be an equally
great success at Oklahoma Baptist University., Indeed, the university be-
gan with a student body of 150.72

Meanwhile financial straits continued at Blackwell. On October 4,
1911, President Baten of Oklahoma Baptist College and several faculty
members met with the Commerciaihélub and stated that the Amarillo
National Life Insurance Company had offered to lend the college $30,000.
The mortgage of the above loan was to bear six per cent interest the first
year; and four per cent the remainder of its life. waever; the loan
would be provided only on condition that the Baptists of the state write
$500,000 worth of life insurance policieé with the Amarillo National Life
Insurance Company. Dr. Baten said that another man whom he did not name
would take a second mortgage for a $5,000 loan. He then suggested that
the Commercial Club agree to take care of $100,000 worth of the life in-
surance policies, leaving the other $400,000 to the rest of the state,
The proposal was discussed and action deferred. Nothing was ever done
about the proposition; and it was not presented to the next conv;antiono’?3

The gravity of the situation regarding Baptist educational activities
was poignantly revealed -to the messengers at the annual meeting of the
Baptist General Cenvention of Cklahoma in November, 1911. The trustees
of Oklahoma Baptist College reported their strﬁggle under a crushing debt
of mortgages, notes, and open accounts to the amount of $35,000. The re-

port mentioned the promise made by the Educational Commission that the

72Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1911, pp. 56=57.

73Minutes, Blackwell Commercial Club, October &, 1911,
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convention would take a collection to pay the $3,000 for the teachers!
back pay wﬁich had been provided by personal notes of supporters of the
college; The trustees made an urgent appeal for honoring this pledge and
giving $2,000 besides for "current expenses." Nevertheless, the convention
took no offering for the collegeo74

Oklahoma Baptist UniversityiTrustees reported their institution®s
opening in temporaf&IQuarters, and mentioned "the drought and many other
complexities,™ including the M"general depression" existing throughout the
state as hindrances. Work on the university building had ceased. The
company which had agreed to furnish the city's bonus to the university
had instead had to deed the university the unsold 1ots; These, the uni-
versity was selling in the hope of realizing the full $100,000 bonus.
The trustees recommended that the convention either provide an endowment
for the university or make its salary budget a regular part of the con-
vention budget;75

In 1911 the Southwest Baptist Academy made its first report to the
convention and stressed its status as a “correlated school."?® The re-
port recounted the history of the institution and described the campus
and its facilities, including two farms comprising 163 acres,( The re-
port estimated the value of the property and assets of the Academy at
$35,000, but its total indebtedness was $14,937.78 Twenty-five hundred

dollars of the debt was secured by personal notes which had already

74Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1911, pp. 52-54.
75Tvid., ps 55.
76Tvid., p. 58.
77Toid., p. 59,
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matured.’? Indeed, the Academy trustees had informed the Comanche County
Baptist Association at their August meeting that the trustees could not
depend upon the convention for support since much that they might have
obtained was going to the university at Shawneeo They also told the asso-
ciation that $2,000 would have to be raised if the school remained in
operation through the following MayoBO

Despite the dire needs of the educational institutions the convention
was adamant and did nothing to alleviate their pressing problems. Their

inaction was due not so much to inability as to lack of interest. Shortly

after the convention the Reverend A. Nunnery, editor of The Baptist Worker,
pointed out the disparity between the sum of less than $5OO raised iﬁ the
summer canvass for education, and the $70,000 given to missions, the
orphan's home, and for state missions. He explained that Oklahoma
Baptists did not look upon the Baptist "schools" of the state as absolute=~
1y necessary to the "Baptist causeo"81 Dr, Baten returned to Elackwell
and reported to the Commercial Club on November 20 that the convention had
accepted his report without a dissenting vote, but that no ecollection was
taken for any of the three Baptist "schools" of the state,sz On December
1, the trustees of Oklahoms Baptist College met with the Elackwell Com-
mercial Club and other businessmen, to plan for a mass meeting with citi-
zens of Blackwell. A committee was then chosen tc arrange for the meet-

inga83 The Commercial Club met again on December 11 and raised $1,250,

791bid.
8OM’:’Lnutes, Comanche County Baptist Association, 1911, p., 12.

8Lrhe Baptist Worker (Granite, Oklahoma), December 6, 1911, This
paper was moved from Mangum, Oklahcma to Granite, Oklahoma, in 1911,

82Minutes, Blackwell Commercial Club, November 20, 1511.
83bid., December 1, 1011,
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which was one~half of the amount required for the "current expenses" of
the college. The club agreed to help raise the rest.S% On the following
Sunday night the citizens of Blackwell held their mass meeting at the
Methodist Church. The crowd of about one thousand people raised the
balance of the $2,500.85

Hardly had the convention adjourned in November before the competition
between educational institutions broke out in a literary skirmish, In the
December 14; 1911, issue of The Baptist Standard, the Texas Baptist paper,

- Dr. J. M. Carroll, president of Oklahoma Baptist University, stated that
the college at Blackwell had never had the support of the denomination and
continued to have a hard battle before it, being several thousand dollars
in debt,86

~ Baten answered Dr. Carroll's charge in The Baptist Worker of De-

cember 20, 1911. The college property was worth $70,000 above the in-
debtedness; Baten maintained, while also chiding Dr. Carroll over Oklahoma
Baptist University's loss to Oklahoma Baptist College 14-0 during the past
football season. He pointed out that Oklahoma Baptist College's basket-
ball team had won the state champlonship in 1910-11, even defeating the
state university at Norman; Thus the year of 1911 ended with the compe-
tition waxing stronger and becoming more openo87

However, neither Dr. Carrcll nor Dr. Baten had much time for debate,
public or private. Financial problems continued to be pressing for the

college at Blackwell and the university at Shawnee., Dr. Baten reported to

84 1rid., December 11, 1911.

85Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1912, pp. 42-43,

86222 Baptist Worker, December 20, 191l.
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Blackwell Cormercial Club on February 12, 1912, that the Missouri Life
Insurance Company was threatening foreclosure on the college. Three days
later Dr. Baten took the president of that company with him to a meeting
Qf the club;, After a discussion concerning the loan held by the company,
Dr. Baten and the club members attempted without success to persuade Mr.
Nelson to loan the college $35,000 through his company. Therefore, the
college's financial condition remained unimproved except that the
threatened foreclosure was forestalled for some time.ee
The SogthwgsthEPEgﬁﬁwgggdgmy at Hastings, beset by financial
problems, was forced early in 1912 to seek another location for their
institution,89 The Board of Trustees had involved the Academy in a real
estaﬁe venture, including the purchase of two farms totaling 163 acres,
which had cost the institution both publie confidence and money.90
Therefore, it is not surprising that the Reverend A. Nunnery, editor of

The Baptist Workers; upon hearing of the proposed move, warned against the

danger of Baptists being taken in by townsite promoters. Nunnery also
felt that it was the wrong time to launch the enterprise, wishing that
existing institutions had been put on their feet before others were
started.,H1

In April, 1912, the trustees of Southwest Baptist Academy offered the
school to Mangum. The Baptist Church at Mangum and the citizens of that

city paid $3,300 to the Academy Board on two conditions. First, the

people of Mangum would not be responsible for any other debts, most of

88Minutes, Blackwell Commercial Club, February 15, 1912,
89Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1912, pp. 46-47.
Opyer, "History of Southwest Baptist College."

9lThe Baptist Worker, April 24, 1912.
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which were covered by mortgages and propérty. Also, the new institution
was to be allowed to teach at least two years of college work. The
Baptists of Mangum then raised $20,000 to complete their church edifice,
which was used to house the college. The Reverend J.L.H. Hawkins, pastor
of the Mangum Baptist Church, was elected president of Southwest Baptist
College, while H. B., Crego was elected dean,’?

Meanwhile 1t became apparent that the Oklahoma Baptist University at
Shawnee was getting overly involved in debt and might have to suspend
operations., Therefore a committee of the Oklahoma Baptist University
Trustees began meeting with a committee of the QOklahoma Baptist College
Trustees, and a friendly relationship developed. Indeed, on June 4, 1912,
the Ways and Means Committee of the Oklahoma Baptist University Board of
Trustees led by Dr. Carroll recommended the consolidation of the two
institutions, to.be located at BlackwellQ This recommendation was based
on the fact that existing conditions in the state made it unwise to under=
take maintenance of two colleges at that time. Yet they recommended that
at the earliest practical moment the convention should establish two edu-
catlional institutions of college rank, one to be co~educational and the
other a female college. The Ways and Means Committee of the university
trustees wanted the consolidated college to be established at once for a
definite period of five years. Afterwards, if the convention so ordered,
the college at Blackwell would become the Baptist Female Collegeo93

The Ways and Means Committee further recommended that the two boards
of trustees be consolidated and act jointly until the annual meeting of

the convention in November, 1912. A chief task of the joint board would

921*’1':’1.nutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1912, p. 47.

93Minutes, Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist University, June 4,
1912,
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be selecting a faculty for the consolidated "Oklahoma College." The com-
mittee report was tabled subject to later discussion and therefore never
received the approval of the entire University Board of Trustees; Instead
the university trustees approved ;‘motion that an educational campaign be
inaugurated to secure funds with which to pay the university's indébted_
ness and to build dormitories. However, the university trustees rejected

the Executive Committee®s recommendation that the university remain open

the following year. Thus Oklahoma Baptist University suspended operations

R il

for an indefinite period of time at the close of its first year of oper-
ation, 1911-12. 9

Needless to say, the university's suspension was greeted with joy in
Bleckwell, In fact, the people called a mass meeting for the followlng
Sunday at @hree o'clock at the Methodist Church to celebrate the expected
union between the college and the university. It was planned as a day of
joy and thanksgiving.95 The people of Hlackwell felt that the Oklshoma
Baptist College had survived the J. H. Moore defection to Carey College,
the rivalry with the university, the division thus created among the
Baptists of the state, and the worst crop year in the history of Oklahoma.
They were Jjubilant over what they saw as Oklahoma Baptist College's "open
field.® Leaders of the college and of Blackwell seemed to consider the
Southwest‘Baptist College at Mangum as no threat.?® The latter had not
yet begun dperations, but planned to open in the fall.

Faced with Oklahoma Baptist University's suspension by debt and

Oklahoma Baptist College®s perennial needs the Educational Commission em-
ployed Dr. J. M. Carroll as their Educational Secretary, His duties were

Hbig.

95ThevBlackwell Times-Record, June 6, 1912,

961bid., June 13, 1912.
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to help raise funds to clear the debts of the now correlated schools;
Oklahoma Baptist College and Oklahoma Baptist University, and to solicit
students for the Southwest Baptist College and Oklahoma Baptist College.”’
On June 26, 1912, Dr. Carroll told J. C. Stalcup, Corresponding Secre-
tary of the state convention, that he was sure that both Ehg BaBtist

, 98

Messenger and The Baptist Worker would support the educational campaign.

Stalcup virtually agreed to permit all the convention®'s field workers to
be used in the educationsal campaign for sixty dqys¢99 Carroll; who was
seeking to raise $25,000 by December 1, 1912, expected the help from
Stalcup and the state men to effect an impression for educational work
heretofore unknown.100

The Educational Commission members had become convinced that a
~ definite educational policy needed to be adopted and adhered to by the
convention, Therefore, the commission, meeting July 9, approved these
resolutions for submission as recommendations to the annual convention of
1912; First, the commission recommended the establishment of only one
thoroughly equipped, co-educational college and the discouragement of ef-
forts for any other. Second, after this college was established, Oklahoma
Baptist College be converted to a Baptist college for young women, Third,
the establishment of high grade academies be encouraged at strategic
points in the state, and Southwést Baptist College at Mangum be allowed
to continue in the correlated system as a junior college. Fourth, that

the Educational Commission®s powers should be greatly broadened so that

97The Baptist Messenger, June 12, 1912.

981bid., June 26, 1912.
991bid., June 19, 1912,

100154, , June 10 and July 19, 1912.
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the commission would have the same authority in educational matters that
the Convention®s Board of Directors had in all other matters in order to
further lessen the competition between institutions.10l This policy
recommendation would definitely leave no room for a merger of Oklahoma
Baptist College and Oklahoma Baptist University. The talks between com-
mittees of the respective trustees had created friendly feelings but had
produced few results except perhaps to crystallize opposition to any
merger and to strengthen the sentiment at large for a stronger effort in
educational matters. Many legal impediments, moreover, in the charters
of the institutions would have made consolidation difficult.l02

During July, 1912, Mrs, Carroll was severely burned in a gas ex=
plosion, and Dra Carroll on the advice of her doctors took his wife to
Coloradoo103 This of course took Dr. Carroll off the field and out of
the campaign for funds at a critical time, and 1little was done after-
wards;104

In August the new Southwest Baptist College was preparing to open
with é flourish on Tuesday, September 3, 1912. The college officials an-
nounced that Mangun'®s citizens would provide free entertaimment for all
visitors who would attend the opening, thus indicating solid support by
the Mangum citlzenry. The officials also stated that several thousand
dollars had been subscribed for an endeument fund for the college.
Following the address at the opening ceremonies for the college the Board
of Trustees of Southwest Baptist College met with interested pastorsband

101Msnutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1912, pp. 40-U41.

1027he Blackwell Times~Record, June 13, 1912.

103The Baptist Messenger, August 7, 1912,

1041114, , August 28, 1912,
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laymen and discussed the future policies of the school and of the Baptilsts
of southwestern Oklahoma toward denominational education. The exact Pprow-
coedings of this meeting are unknown. However, the question for dis-
cussion was obviously framed to appeal to southwest Oklahoma's sectional
interests and to gauge the strength of sectional interests,105

An announcement of the opening of Bacone College for the fall térm

was carried in The Baptist Messenger on September 25, 1912. President

Walter J. Pack made a bid for students, suggesting that Oklahoma Baptists
should be happy to hear of the college’s good healthy condition, since
the work done there was without financial embarrassment to the con-
vention, Pack stated that the people should not be concerned over the
lack of organic connection with the state convention, as long as the
college provided splendid training. Thus the competition for students
and for general support began to tighten°106

Meanwhile, the removal of Dr. Carroll from the educational campaign
and its subsequent meager resulfs left the college in Elackwell in deeply
troubled financisl waters., On November 4, 1912, only four days before the
state convention was scheduled to convene, Dr. Baten asked the HBlackwell
Commercial Club to pledge $2,500 per year for five years to the college
if the Baptists of the state would raise $10,000 per year for five years.
The Commercial Club asgreed to raise $2,000 per year or one dollar to
every four dollafs raised by state Baptists on a proportional basis. 07

When the convention met in Shawnee on November 8, 1912, the Ex-

ecutive Board broke its long silence on educational matters. Their report

1051hid. , August 21, 1912.

106Ibido, September 25, 1912.

1O7M'inutes, Blackwell Commercial Club, November 4, 1912,



€8

stated their belief that it was time for the convention to adopt a broad,
comprehensive, but "sane and conservative educational policy" which would
be lived up to and heartily supported by the churches of the étate. They
called for a policy that would "rise so high above local sectionalism as
to be able to best serve our cause for the whole state. . ."108

The Educational Commission recommended the fixed policy they had
adopted on July 9, 1612, Commission members stated their willingness for
the convention to adopt a policy and "adhere to it with unshaking tenacity
until substantial results have been achieved,"99 The convention adopted
the Educational Commission®s report. Therefore, the policy of the con-
vention was to build a great university at Shawnee although the university
was suspended and the building was only half completed.llo

.The report to the convention fyom~95}3E3g3w§3231§;w99;;§ge was full
of scathing rebuke. The college trustees condemned the convention for
their lack of support at the previous annual meeting. The report then
praised the clitizens of Elackwell in glowing terms for their heroic ef-
forts which had saved the college following the last annual meeting of
the convention. The report then noted that Oklahoma Baptist College was
again in peril, that heavy debts aggregating $35,000 had created dis-
tressing conditions, that lawsuits to foreclose = had been instituted,
and that a chattel mortgage of $8OO was crowding the college to the wall.,
The college report next lectured the convention on the importance of
paying honest debts; they owed it to the past supporters of the college,
the trustees went on, to save the college property to the convention. The

messengers were told that their credit would suffer greatly if Oklahoma

108Minutes, Baptist Genersl Convention of Oklahoma, 1912, p. 20.
109Ibido, pp. 40-41.
1101044, , p. 48,
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Baptist College were allowed to fall. However, the report ended by
denying that Baptists were in the habit of repudiating honest debts and
called upon the convention to justify the college's faith in Oklahoma
Baptists.111
Following the reports a great collection was taken which amounted to

112 Then the convention set apart the

about $4,000 in cash and pledges.
months of January and February, 1913, for a "vigorous" campaign in the
‘interest of educational work and requested every church to take a cash
offering during these months. The convention also directed the Board of
Directors to enter into hearty cooperation with the Educational Com-
mission and have the employees of the board take collections in the field
for education, 113

The absorbing interest of the convention in educational matters
during the months that followed was dominated by the financial crisis at
Oklahoma Baptist College at Blackwell, which almost completely over-
shadowed the problems of the university at Shawnee.llu Dr. Baten wrote
his opinion that the Baptists of Oklahoma had enough schools and that they
knew it. Furthermore, he believed that QOklahoma Baptists had finally
united on a policy of correlation that meant something. He referred to
the Oklahoma Baptist University, Oklahoma Baptist College, and Southwest
Baptist College as sister schools who were going to act as sisters

shouldo115 However, in explaining how funds to be given during the

Ll1mid,, pp. 42-45.

1121he Baptist Messenger, November 13, 1912.

113Minutes; Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1912, p. 66,

114The Baptist Messenger, February 12, 1913.

115Ibid., January 1, 1913,
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forthcoming campaign should be handled, he emphasized that donations
would be sent to the college of the donor's chgice if such a choice were
specifiedQ Otherwise, the money would be "pro-rated" according to the
judgment of the Educational Committee. Baten expected the new-found
unity at the convention to "stir Baptist hearts and loosen the tight
strings on Baptist purseso"116

In spite of Baten's high hopes, however, Baptist purse strings re-
mained tight during the next several months in regard to educational

matters, and the doom of Oklahoma Baptist College was sealed. The

Béﬁtist Mgssenger carried numerous articles stressing the college's need
and urging supiaort9 but all were to no avail, 117

January and February, 1913, were set aside on the convention calen-
dar for the educational canvass, but the results were meager. Most of
the month of January was spent in making preparations for collections in
February; Unfortunately, February was accompanied by snowstorms and
blizzards. Many churches were unable to have a single Sunday service
during the month, When services were held, they were attended by small
crowds; the pastors kept putting off the collections for the educational
campaign until larger congregations assembled. Eveh when collections
wore taken they were not large, and many churches and individuals did not
even honor thelr convention pledges°118

In March college officials were able to stave off their creditors
only by using money from the teachers® salary fund. The relief gained

was temporary, merely securing a little more time. 119 1In early June Dr.

16714,

117Ibid., January l-July 30, 1913.
181hid., April 9, 1913.
1191134, , March 26, 1913.



71

Baten wrote that, since Dr. Carroll had been taken off the field by his
wife’s accident, nothing‘had really been done to help the financial B
situation in educational matters.L20 Meetings had been held by the Edu-
cational Commission, but they had resulted in inaction. Each school had
been left free by the commission to adopt its own plan for raising funds,
and with such sanction the college had put on a vigorcus campaignolzl
Nevertheless, despite the "“vigorous campaign," by the latter part of July
no hope for the college was evident unless some wealthy person would loan
the college enough money to pay all debts while taking the property for
securityolgz However, no wealthy donor was found. The college property
was sold for $18,000 by the sheriff of Kay County at Newkirk on August
11, 1913, to the Missouri Life Insurance Company of Saint Louiso123 The
Oklahoma Baptist College was eliminated from the "correlated system" by

default,

o 120108d., June &, 1913,
121114,

122y, B, Baten, Blackwell, Oklahoma, July 22, 1913, letter to W. D.
Moorer, Oklahoma City (in author®s posssssion),

123The Baptist Messenger, August 20, 1913,




CHAPTER V
THE WASHBURN RESOLUTION 1913-1915

At the close of 1912; while QOklahoma Baptist College was beginning
its death throes, the Southwest Baptist College at Mangum was hit by a
scandal involving its president, the Reverend J.L.H. Hawkins. Hawkins;
paster of the Mangum First Baptist Church as well as president of the
college, was accused of improper conduct with a certain "female" member
of his church.l

A committee of men of the Mangum First Baptist Church investigated
the matter and called a private meeting with Hawkins at which they cone
fronted him with the evidence in the case. Thereupon Hawkins confessed
*indiscreet conduct® toward that certain woman and promised to discontirue
his visits to her home and his attentions toward her. Nevertheless,
Hawkins did not keep his promise and was forced out of both the pastorage
of the church and the college presidencyoz

Next the college ran into legal difficulties accruing from its
former operations at Hastings. The affairs of the old school had not
been satisfactorily adjusted, and attempts had been made by the creditors
of the college at Hastings to sestablish & legal connection between the

old scheocl at Hastings and the new school at Mangum, On May 21, 1913,

A S SR

iy, 1, Stigler, "A History of the Institutions of the Baptist Gener-
al Convention of Oklahoma" (unpublished Th,.D. dissertation, Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary; Fort Worth, Texas, 1945), p. 74.

2
Ibid.,
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therefore, the trustees of the Mangum College dissolved the Southwest
Baptist College and formed the Western Baptist.College at Mangum in order
to assure that it would be neither morally nor legally liable for actions
of the old school at Hastings. However, the trustees of the new school
were the same as those elected at the convention of 1912 for Southwest
Baptist College, and they expected to bear the same relationship to the
convention as formerly;3

On the other hand, the Rducaztional Commission interpreted the dis-
solution as the final chapter in the history of Southwest Baptist College,
which had thus been removed from the correlated school systemou Further-
more, they regarded the formation of Western Baptist College as the es-
tablishment of a new co-educational college in violation of the cone
vention®s policy as adopted in 1912 upon the recommendation of the com-
mission..5 Thus they agreed with the trustees of the Western Baptist
College that it had no legal connection with the former Southwest Baptist
Academy or the Southwest Baptist College. But they concluded that the
Western Baptist College had no legal connection with the convention either.

Since Mangum First Baptist Church had an agreement permitting the
Southwest Baptist College to use their building, and since that college
had passed out of existence, it was necessary for the church to negotiate
-a new agreement with Western Baptist College. In a business meeting on
July 23, 1913, the church agreed to give the use of its building to the
college for a period of four years. As conditions, the entire owmership

and control of the building remained with Mangum First Baptist Church.

Second, the college was to be responsible for all regular expenses of the

3The Baptist Messenger, May 21, 1913.

HTbid., p. 55.
5Tbid,
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building, such as heat, light, water, and janitor services., Third, the
college would have to agree to repair any damages to the building caused
by the college's occupancy.6
The announced date for the opening of Western Baptist College was
September 99_1913&7 However, lack of funds prevented the college ffom
opening on schedule. The trustees decided to consult the citizens of
Mangum, and a mass meeting was held on Friday night, September 19. There,
several hundred dollars was pledged on the condition that the $2,000 total
which was needed would be raised. On the following day both J. M, Wile=
man and J. W, Solomon canvassed the city of Mangum, and $1,700 ad-
ditional was subscribed. Thus the college opened the following Monday,
September 22. As a means of securing students and finances the trustees
dscided that any individual, church, or Baptist association which gave
fifty dollars or more to thg expense of the college would have the right
to name some young man or woman who would be given a tuition scholarship
in the "literary department.“8

Apparently a movement was underway which aimed at abolishing the Edu-

cational Commission. On September 24, 1913, The Baptist Messenger

published an article in which the Reverend J. B. Rounds emphatically
stated that the convention needed an Educational Commission to unify the
work in educatlonal matters. However, he suggested that the legal and
dencminational standing needed to be above suspicion and that none of ths
correlated schools should be represented on the commission. Rounds slseo

suggested that the Educational Commission should keep the schools from

going into debt and should conduct all educational campaigns. Most

6Ibidu, August 13, 1913,

"Tbid., September 10, 1913,

8Tbid., September 24, 1913.
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importantly, Rounds recommended that the Educational Commission should be
consulted about the organization, location, and grade of any new education-
al institution which would later appeal to the convention for moral and
financial support. Rounds argued that an Educational Commission was
needed in order to unify the work, but that was precisely what the Edu-
cational Commission had failed to do throughout its existence. Rounds
himself admitted as much when he wrote that the failure of the college at
Blackwell had been due to the lack of educational coherency and statewide
educational unity.9

The Educational Commission admitted failure to the convention in No-
vember, 1913. The commission reported that in spite of their efforts
Oklahoma Baptist College and Southwest Baptist College at Mangum had passed
out of existence, and the university at Shawnee was suffering from a case
of "suspended animation."™ Nonetheless, the commission denied having been
responsible for the suspensions, because the debts were contracted several
years before when the commission's powers were ill defined. Furthermore,
the commission argued that they had not given their approval when the
debts which caused the closing of the above schools were contracted. Yet
the Educational Commission recommended the adoption of the resolution al.
ready offered by A. G. Washburn which would dissolve the Educational Com.
mission and assign its duties to the Board of Directors of the conventioun.
This resolution had been tabled for consideration after the commission's
report. In addition, the commission recommended that an Educational
Missionary be appointed to work at creating sentiment among Baptists for

denominational education and to raise funds for the university.lo

The Reverend A. G. Washburn sought in his resolution clearly and

9Tbid,
10Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1913, p. 55.
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specifically to define the educational policy of the convention. The
resdlution would put educationai matters under the strict control of the
Board of Directors of the convention with an Bducational MiSsionafy en-
ployed by the Board. The Educational Fund would be placed under the aus-
pices of the Corresponding Secretary, and all campaigns for Christian edu-
cation and the work of the Educational Missionary would be under the
supervisiqn and direction 6f the convention®s Corresponding Secretary.
Furthermore, the policy adopted by the convention in regard to the number
and grade of educational institutions it would foster should remain the
same; the Board of Directors were to observe that policy in future recog-
nition and correlation of all "schools." Also, no lien was to be made
against property belonging to the convention without the consent of the
convention's Board of Directors. When the Washburn Resolution was adepted
by the convention, for all practical purposes the correlated system passed
into history. The educational policy of the convention entered into a new
phase of stricter control over its educational institutionsall
In their report to the 1913 convention the Board of Trustees of
Oklahoma Baptist University acknowledged their many mistakes but rejoiced
in the fact that the city of Shawnee had almost completed the adminis-
tration building on the sixty-acre campusa12 However, the trustees stated
that it would be necessary for the convention to prévide dormitory fa-

cilities and equip the administration building before the university could

openo13 Thereupon the trustees recommended that the university be opened

at the earliest possible date. 1%

Mypig,, p. 56.
121bi4., p. 57.
1pid., p. 59.

g,
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The trustees of the defunct Oklahoma Baptist College made their
final report to this same convention of 1913. Thelr report recounted the
‘last trying months of the college in a matter—of-fact fashion without at-
taching blame or showing resentment. On the other hand, the college
trustees suggested that the people of the corwvention should join hands
and hearts in a constructive, fraternal, and cooperative movement to
build up a system of educational work that would secure the confidence
of BaptistsQ15

Following the report on Oklahoma Baptist College, the Reverend W. W.
Chancellor offered a resolution recognizing the Western Baptist.College
as efficient and sound in doctrine and recommehding it to the good graces
of the Baptists of the state. The above resolution was adopted, but for
the reasons previously discussed Western Baptist College was not recog~
nized as a convention college in the correlated sys‘bem.16

Less than two weeks after the convention adjourned the Executive
Board elected the Reverend E. G. Butler, pastor of the Holdenville First
Baptist Church, to:the post of Educational Missionary.17 In reference to

this announcement The Baptist Messenger made the following suggestion.

Now let all drop their differences on educational matters and
magnify our agreements, grasp the opportunity to establish
our educational work on a conservatively, liberal, and ag-
gressive basis and build first of all, one great school, safe-
guarded from the insidious influences of modern skepticism
and fleshly vanity. The only way to do that is to keep it
under the control of regenerated and loyal men, seeing that
even regenerated men stand for the verbal inspiration of the
Bible, for no man is properly equipped to teach anything as
he should who gets away from that anchor. Leave that out of
a man's consciousness and you know not where or when he will
drift on to the shoals of speculation and doubt,18

15Thid., pp. 60-63.

161p1d., p. 63.

177he Baptlst Messenger, November 19, 1913.
181pid, b |
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The Reverend Mr. Butler accepted the post of Educational Missionary
against the advice of some of his friends who suggested that if he failed
it could be detrimental to his career. Butler couhtered their advice by
saying that he was not his own, but was bought with a price and would
launch out upon the ™unknown sea" with God as his captain019

Meanwhile the Reverend J. W, Solomon was elected Educational Mission-
ary for WEﬁtern Bap?i;P%CE%}ege. Solomon began work on December 1, 1913,
one month i;ng;éﬁeé of‘Bﬁtler. Solomon, who had already succeeded in
helping to secure o&er $2,500 for the college during the year, was to
raise funds, secure students, and gain Baptist support for Western Baptist
College.20 | '

Hence it became evident to the convention leaders that the officials
of Western Baptist College were intent on continuing in the face of the
convention's opposition, In mid-December J. C. Stalcup, the convention's

Corresponding Secretary, stated in The Eaptist Messenger that the 1912

convention had voted to establish one and 6n1y one great, thoroughly
equipped co-educatlonal college, and that any effort to establish an-
other co~educational college or university be discouraged. This policy
seemed to meet with the approval of most of the convention's churches and
with the masses of Baptist people over the state. Stalcup then, after
passing over Oklahoma Baptist College with 1ittle comment; stated that
when the Southwest Baptist College at Mangum rechartered as the>Wbstern
Baptist College it "passed out of the system of correlated schools and
from denominational control." However, he did recall the fraternal reso-
lution commending the coliege to the brotherhood and personally wished
the college "every possible success."™ Then Stalcup called upon the people

19Ibid., December 3, 1913.
20mhe Baptist Worker, November 26; 1913.
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to give their support to the university at Shawnee.21

The convention's educational campaign was conducted in January and
February, 1914; The Western Baptist College also canvassed for funds
during those months., Consequently the competition erupted into a public
debate revealed in the Baptist papers.

In the January 7 issue of The Baptist Messenger Stalcup announced

that he was investigating the university's debts but would make no state-
ments on them until later. In the same issue he urged the people to
maintain one really‘great school .22

At the same time the leaders of Western Baptist College attempted to

win support by an article in The Baptist Worker. The article stated that
the college trustees did not doubt their ability to keep the college open
thrdughout the 1913-14 school term, since Mangum had "so nobly" aided in
the previous September, They expressed their confidence in the college
‘by announcing that plans were already being made for the following year.23
On Jamuary 14, 1914, Igg Baptist Messenger carried an article by
Stalcup entitled "Conservation of the Denomihational Forces." Stalcup
here argued that the statewide organization was the natural and logical
organization through which the denomination's life should be expressed.
Stalcup pointed cut that in many cases he had seen local interests absorb
pastoral and popular interests so as nearly to obscure their vision of
the larger denominational interésts. Stalcup went on to say that under
such conditions the work became "divided" and "factional" within the
state. He blamed thesé factional local interests for the convention's

failure in their past educational efforts. Stalcup closed his article

Zlghg Baptist Messenger, December 17, 1913.
22Thid,, January 7, 191k4.

23The Baptist Worker, January 7, 1914.
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thus:

I am wondering if all our Baptist people in this state have
learned this lesson well enough to enable us to rise above
local interests, and combine our forces in doing one thing,
which we have unanimously agreed to do in our state con-
vention. It is my opinion that a very large number of our
people have learned that lesson well and are now reaﬂy to
combine their energies in the great task before us.2

In the same issue of The Baptist Messenger the Reverend J, W. Solomon
argued that the "cause demanded two schools to help each other." Solomon
declared that no other state had a plan suitable for Oklahoma to follow,
and he emphasized the need for the western college at Mangum, Egégsrn
Bap§;§§mellege was gaining new students everj week, Solomon declared, and
could take care of three hundred or more. The college offered free tu-
ition, with reasonable cost for room and board. Solomon then asked every
pastor in the state to take an offering for the college in January and
February to help raise the $4,000 needed to close out the 1913-14 school
year.25

Also in the same issue, H. P. Crego argued that appeals to the

emotions and to denominationel loyalty had largely lost their force and
that Christian education needed to be supported as a "day to day affair®
by men and women who would give regulaﬁiy for erecting buildings and pro-
viding equipment. Furthermore, Crego quoted Dr. E. Y. Mullins, a promi-
nent Soﬁthern Baptist leader, as.saying "whenever any number of Baptists
are associated in an enterprise for the advancement of Baptist interests,
thatventerprise is as much denominational as any other."™ Crego insisted

that Baptists spoke of their denominational press, and yet he declared
that as far as he knew every Baptist press. in the United States was

zuThe gapfist Messenger, January 14, 1914,

- 4.
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independent of the control of any convention or assoclation. Therefore,
Crego maintained that in eastern Oklahoma the Western Baptist College
should be accepted as a denominational institution and supported as suéh.
Crego listed several reasons which warranted the existence of the éollege.
First;,the large territory in the southwestern part of the state had no
other college of any kind. He pointed out that Mangum was ninety miles
from any state college and 150 miles from any Baptist school of full
college rank. Crego noted the well attesﬁed fact that every college in
the United States received the larger portion of its students from a ra-
dius of fifty miles.20

Crego declared that Baptists would have a definite advahtage in
southwestern Oklahoma by pre-empting the field in religious education.
For one thing Baptists were more numerous in the souﬂhwest than in any
other part of the state; at least one-third of the state's Baptistsblived
in the southwest quarter of Oklahoma, while one-half of the Baptists
lived in communities which had direct railroad connections with Mangum.
Crego suggested that the Baptists of southwest Oklahoma had always
furnished the majority of money and studepts to Oklahoma's Baptist insti-
tutions. Then he called attention to the "vast number" of young pecple
in the southwest and to the large number of young preachers who needed
the advantage of training, but had to secure work in order to afford the
training; likewise he noted the number of teacher candidates being edu-
cated at ﬁangum. Western Baptlst College could give its full attention
for the following three years, Cregoe declared, to paying teachers and
purchasing equipment. Finally Crego argued that the day of the academy

was passed and that there was no future in Oklahoma for a junior college.

He envisioned the time when there would be fifty or more Jjunior colleges

26Tpid,
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in Oklahoma under the operation of the state's cities. Hence he maintained
that only a college of "high grade" doing four full years of work could
meet the demand,?7 |

The following week Stalcup came out with his most strongly worded
and most clear-cut statement. He referred to the sweet fellowship in
Oklahoma oﬁ state, home, and foreign missions,; which had not been the
case in educational work; Baptist forces had been divided on education=-
al matters, and "DEFEAT" had been the result° He was ™mpressed deeply®
with the hope that Oklahoma Baptists had reached the time in the history
of the convention that they wouyld see the importance of "UNIFYING" their
Iforces and "COMBINING" their educational energies. If the people would
stay with the convehtion's duly adopted plans, the "scheol" at Mangum
would receive such atteﬁtion, patronage, and help as it merited and as
conditions would warrant, while the people at the same time would be
preparing to establish the university. He did not minimize the importance
of caring for local interests, but those local interests should not ob-
scure or antagonize mafters of larger and general denominational interssts.
In closing, Stalcup stated "OUR DENOMINATIONAL LIFE will find its ex-
pression IN AND THROUGH THE STATE CONVENTION. Anything that tends to
disturb and divide, dissipate or antagonize our forces is NOT FOR THE
BEST INTERESTS. "2 |

In the same issue the Reverend E. G. Butler, the Educational Missicn-
ary for the state convention, recalled that when the convention had had
three colleges that its forces were divided in three parts, with each

having,its.claim and its supporters. Therefore, he contended the cause

e s R

27 Tpiq.
2810id., Jamary 22, 1914.
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Uggxggsiﬁy because it was "building for pgrmanency."29 Mumerous articles
followed of a routine nature calling for support of the college at Mangum
or the university at Shawnee. The great debate was over, and the Baptists
of Oklahoma were left with the decisions to make.

Meanwhile Stalcup and the Board of Directors of the convention
turned their attention in January,vl914,‘to the debt of over $20,000
which the university at Shawnee had accumulated during the 1911-12 school
year. The board felt that most claims were "larger than they should have
beeny" and hoped that if they offered to settle them at the earliest pos-
sible date the claimants would accept a reduced amount.3o Therefore,
they selected J. T. Hargrove of Muskogee and J. 0. Kuykendall of Atkoa
as a committee to make contact with the claimants on unsecured notes to
ascertain what they would be willing to accept as full settlement.31 The
board hoped to raise $6,000 during January and February, and hoped further
that this amount would tide the convention over on the university debts
until the next scheduled financial drive for Christian education in June
and Ju1y032 Although the exact amount of money raised during the drive
was not reported, it is evident from Staleup's report to the 1914 con-
vention that the board's hopes wers realized,33

The committee put pressure on the claimants to settle for one-third
of théir debts. - Stalcup carried on correspondence for the committes,

thus writing one of the claimants:

29Tbid.
3OIbid{, January 28, 1914,
l1psd.
32Tpid.

33Mihutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1914, pp. 37-38.
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Brother W. B. Taylor of your city, Secretary of the Trustees
of the University filed with me, when the educational inter-
ests were put in my hands, a list of claims against the Uni-
versity. On this list, I find one in your favor for $31.65.

The matter of making a settlement with all of the claimants
against the school, to enable us to take up these accounts,
so as to open school again as early as possible, was re~
ferred to a committee of which Mr. J. T. Hargrove, of
Muskogee is chairman., A large number of these claimants
have agreed with him, to accept one-third of the amount of
their claim as shown by the list as filed by Bro. Taylor

as full payment of their claims and in that way, make a
contribution towards making it possible to open school again.
If you wish to do this and will advise me to that effect I
will see to it that our treasurer mails a check for that
amount, if you accept those terms and advise me to before
the money raised for that purpose has all been disbursed.
Personally I have nothing whatever to do with that phase

of the matter. I am attending to the payment of thﬁse who
have agreed to accept one~-third of their accounts.J

It is not known whether the recipient of this letter, Mrs. A. E.
Glenn of Shawnee, settled for one-third of her claim, but apparently m&st
people 41d.>? However, not everyone felt impressed to donate two-thirds
of his claim tqvthe university. One such claimént thus replied to Stalcup:

I am this day in receipt of your letter and have noted its
contents carefully and in reply desire to say that I took
these notes personally, after I had purchased an account
from a party to keep them from suing the University, and

I do not think it right for you or any one else to ask me
to take less than face value plus interest for these netes.
I will not settle for less than the notes call for. If you
will write to Mr. W, B. Taylor of this city you will find
out about the amount that is due me.

Personally I do not feel any blame for the mistake made by
the people that had charge of the University here, and said
at the time that they should have commenced with a less
force and feel their way, and I also feel that the accounts
here should be taken care of in full and place the matter
of the University in the right light before the people of
this community and the state.

I shall appreciate it very much indeed if you will let me
know what can and will be done with these notes at gncep
Thanking you for your kindness in this connection.3

34J. C. Stalcup, Oklahoma City, March 25, 1914, letter to Mrs. A. E.
Glenn, Shawnee, Oklahoma, in author's possession.

35M3.nu£es, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1914, p. 39.

36W. S. Chapman, Shawnee, Oklahoma, April 8, 1914, letter to J. C.
Stalcup, Oklahoma City, in author's possession,
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At the May 1 meeting of the Convention Board of Directors the
Reverend E. G. Butler resigned as Educational Missionary'to accept the
pastorage of the Central Baptist Church of Muskogee. The board decided

at the meeting to open the university at Shawnee in September, 1915, be-
7

cause financial conditions did not make it seem possible any sooner,
During the summer that followed the great debate between the con-

vention leadership and supporters of Wéstern‘Baptist College, Stalcup be-
gan to make overtures to the college. On June 17, 1914, Stalcup publicly
changed his position in regard to Western Baptist College, stating that
even though it was independeht it wasvnot antagonistic to or out of
harmony with the work of the convention. Furthermore, the churches over
the state would do well to assist in bearing the "current expense" of the
college. However, he did not consider it wise at that time to discuss
the college's future course, nor would he until the time came for the
university at Shawnee to open.38

| The next event came on July 28, 1914, when the convention®s Board of
Directors met in Oklahoma City and had a "full and frank interchange of
ideas"™ with three members of the Board of Trustees of the Western Baptist
College.39 Exact details of the meeting are not known, but the college
made application at convention time in mid-November for admittance into

40 The college was opening

the convention's system as a junlor college.
for the 1914-15 school year and was offering free tultion to ministerisal

students.ul The college officials boasted of "a library of 5,000 volumes

37M’inutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1914, p. 19.

e —

38The"§§p£i§t Messehger, June 7, 1914,

FIoid., August 5, 1914
H1pid., December 30, 191k.
Mlrrid., August 19, 1914,
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especially adapted to school work"‘and a good corps of teachez?s.l"'2 The
following week J. C. Stalcup recommendgd the éollege to the young people
of the state and advised parents to send their children to Marxgum.l"'3 He
indicated that they would receive a good education there, and he called
for general support of the collegea44

_The college's financial picture, however, became steadily worse. On
December 1; 1914, after fhe convention session, the Board of Directors
selected J. B. Pyatt, J. E. Billington, and J. C. Stalcup to investigate
the exact status of the céllege to determine if it would be wise to ac-
cept it back into the convention's system. At 3:00 p.m., December 1k,
the committee of the Board of Directors met with the executive committee
of the Board of Trustees of Western Baptist College. At that meeting the
trustees of the college deciaed to close the school on Friday, December
18, never to open again unless opened by order of the convention. Staleup
concluded his comment on the trustees' action by stating that it "greatly
simplified the work of Christian education in Oklahoma . 45

H21pi4.

“3Tvid., August 26, 1914,
Mitpia, |
“5Tvid., December 30, 1914.



CEAPTER VI
THE END OF THE FRATRICIDAL POLICY

The "fratricidal policy"™ ended with the failure of Western Baptist
College af Mangﬁm, followed by the cpening of Oklahoma Baptist University
at Shawnee in September, 1915; Oklahoma Baptist University has been in
continuous operation since then. At a joint meeting of the Board of
Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist University and the Board of Directors of the
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma on December 2, 1914, the Reverend
F. M. Master, pastor of the Broadway Baptist Church, Ardmore, was unani-

: mously chosen as president of Oklahoma Baptist Univemnsity. Masters ac-
cepted the position and moved at once to Shawnee, beginning work on January
1, 1915.1 |

The Board of Directors next looked into the affairs of Western Baptist
College. On February 22, 1915, after hearing the report of the committee
sent to Mangum in December, they selected a committee consisting of Presi-
dent Masters, W, ﬁh Chancellor; and H, H. Burton, to visit Mangum and in-
vestigate the financial situation there.,2 Following the committee's visit
to Mangum on March 15 and 16, 1915, the Board of Directors voted to assume
a large portion of the debt accumulated by that college including some
debts made during the years at Hastings.3 They also voted to pay the amount
due on the library of the college, which was owned by the Greer County

AR ——"

lphe Baptist Messenger, December 16, 1914,

ZMinutes; Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1915, p. 18.

3Ibid., pp. 19-21.
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Baptist Associationu

Because of the action of the board in regard to the debts owed by
Western Baptist College; the Reverend L. W. Marks wrote on July 14; 1915,
to Stalcup on behalf of A; P. Stone, former president of Oklahoma Baptist
College.5 Marks, in pleading for Stone's reimbursement for his salary
which he had sacrificed while president of Ogﬁgggggwgﬁgggggwggllgge, re-
ferred to the college at Blackwell as the "first viectim of the fratrici-
dal policy of multiplying schools,"6 In answer to Marks'! letter Stalcup
stated:

The simple truth is that success of the one school to the
establishment of which we have set our hand in this state
as a denomination, was almost if not altogether, an im-
possibility, until the Mangum school was removed as a
source of friction and division of our forces and that
done in a way to be satisfactory ts the churches in the
southwestern portion of the state.

At the convention in 1915 Stalcup had the following to say publicly:

When the educational interests were placed in the hands of

the board two years ago, we owed 67 persons $23,000 and had

no school and no kind of equipment in the building. Our
people, confused, discouraged and greatly divided in sentiw
ment as to what was best to do, most of them judging from the
results of former campaigns to meet these debts, they decided
to do nothing and were carrying out these decisions in a very
effective way. Now we have a school with as fine a faculty

as can be found anywhere, and with over 100 pupils doing good
work. With equipment purchased with cash with great care we
owe only one person instead of 67 except the few old unpaid
claims referred tc above. Our people are united educationally
as never before in all of our history. They are becoming more
hopeful and responsive and are now thoroughly committed to the
policy of undertaking to establish only one school until con-
ditions shall so change as to warrant the convention in under-
taking others. Let us all thank God and take courage. We are
making steady progress.

Mpid., p. 20,

5L. W, Marks, Edmond, Oklahoma, July 14, 1915, letter to J. C. Stal-
cup, Oklahoma City, in author’s possessicn, -

61bid.

75. C. Stalcup, Oklahoma City, July 15, 1915, letter to J. W. Marks,
Edmond, Oklahoma, in author's possessicn.

8Minutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1915, p. 34.
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The convention, it ﬁill be recalled, had voted in 1907 to establish
a new university, but had not got it established and in continuous oper-
ation until 1915. First, the economic conditions in the state were poor
during a number of those years, and Shawnee was not able to fulfill her
contract with the university on schedule. Second, sectional interests
led to the continuénce of Oklahoma Baptist College, the establishment of
Southwest Baptist College and its successors, and the establishment of
Carey College. The sectional schools competed with the university for
finances and students and caused divided interests and confusion in re-
gard to the convention's educational policy and especially in regard to
educational finances. In plain language, the Baptists of the convention
seemed to desire sectional schools especially in western Oklahoma, but
Just could not afford them. Therefore, as the convention members began
to realize they could afford only one college, sentiment gradually emerged
for establishing one and only one college or university. Consequently
conditions became increasingly more difficult for the sectional college
at Manqum, which failed near the end of 1914.

To be sure, each institution faced other problems. Tahlequah Aca-
demy and quiigwgggygffity'were merged into Indian University by the Home
Mission Society of New fork and kept under the Society's control. There-
fore, Indian University was excluded from consideration by the convention.
Carey qu}gge failed when I. M. Putnam, who supplied its finaneial backing,

LSRR

ptist

went bankrupt within a month after its establishment. Southwest
Academy at Hastings was involved in a ruinous land venture, while scandal
struck its successor, the Southwest Baptist College at Mangum. However,
lurking in the background in every case were unsound economic conditions
throughout the state and confusion stemming from sectional interests and
feelings. Nonetheless, these sectlonal interests might have been ful-

filled had it not been for the general economic depression of those years.,



90

By 1915, however, the Baptists of Oklahoma had overcome a considerable
number of obstacles and at last.had a single institution -~ Oklahoma
Baptist University.

The importance placed on Christian higher education by the con-
vention during the first decade of its existence is evidenced by the
great amount of time and attention given toward the establishmenf of a
workable educational policy. Oklahoma, having been populated very ra-
pidly by the land rushes, offered an excellent opporfunity for the
Baptists of the state to profit from the experiences of Baptists in the
older states. Realizing that in many of those states small ™schools"
were periodically forced to close or pass outside of Baptist control be-
cause of insufficient financial support, the convention determined in
1907 to have perpetual ownership and control of their institution of
higher education.”? |

. Nevertheless, despite the wisdom of this policy, several hindrances
stood in the way of the establishment of such a university. First, the
union of 1906 was a temuous one.® Tt was composed of a divided consti-
tuency of Northern and Southern Baptists who were also divided by terri-
torial and sectional loyalties° Therefore, advisable as it may seem, to
have openly abandoned Oklahoma Baptigt.College because it was not entirely
under convention control would have further divided Oklahoma Baptists!
forces. It might even,have wrecked the union at the véry beginning.
Consequently, the Educational Commission could not and did net recommend
the closing of Oklahoma Baptist College. Second, the insufficiency of

the public schools in Oklahoma created a demand for academies and colleges
9Stalcup, p. 67,

10Ibido, Pe 72,
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strategically located throughout the state. AAt first, Baptist academies
and colleges helped fill this wvoid. Therefore, as long as this demand

for sectional educational institutions was strong, it interfered with the
plan of the convention for establishing only one university under its
complete control. This demand encouraged the continued support for

and its successors.Southwest Baptist College and Western Baptist College,
and the establishment of Cérey Colieéélmmbﬁ the other hand, the rivalry

of a state institution elim;;;ted Lawton as a possible home for the

college in 1908, At the same time, Indian gﬁgggrgity seems to have drained
off support in the former Indian Territ;;§ for sectional schools. Also
the evidence seems to suggést that except for those at Sulphur the Baptists
of Indian Territory did not make any efforts to get the new university and
may have felt it wise to let the western half of the state have it as a
sort of consolation prize because Oklahoma Baptist College was rejected

as the site for the new university. When Oklahoma Baptist University was
located at Shawnee it was felt that since that city was in the old Pottowa-
tomie.Nation, neither a part of Indian Territory nor‘Oklahoma Territory,
that it was a place where "all our forces can easily unite, "l However,
such was not to be the case. Every other institution had to be elimi-
nated before unity could be achieved.

Although the convention could not openly eliminate Oklahoma Baptist
College for fear of alienating the Baptists of western Oklahoma, Indian
Uhiversity in eastern Oklahoma was eliminated from the convention's con-
cern preclsely because it had never been organically connected ﬁith the

convention or its forerunners, Oklahoma Baptist College did have such an

organic connection with the cbnvention; the convention rejected it in

11M1nutes, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 1910, p. 51,
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1907 because it was too strongly supported by the citizens of Blackwell
and too closely tied with the Commercial Club there; Once established,
the convention's policy of complete ownership and control of their pro-
posed university was first put to the test in 1909. I. M. Putnam sought
the power to name one-half of the trustees for the university, causing a
division among the trustees on the issue; but the convention stayed with
its previous plans and rejected Putnam's offer. Later, in June, 1912, the
Ways and Means Committee of the Board of Trustees of Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
versity attempted to consolidate QOklahoma Baptist University and Oklahoma
Baptist College, but this proposal was defeated by thg action of the full
board. Indeed, despite all the confusion, the policy of complete owner-
ship and control of the university_was the one consistent factor which
dominated the convention's efforts throughoﬁt the decade. It was the one
goal which the convention never lost sight of and which eventually

triumphed.
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