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PREFACE

The subject of this thesis is the study of the importance of the
fur trade in the relationships that existed among the English, Dﬁtch,
and Iroquois Indian nations in the area of New York during the years from
1609 to 1688. It will attempt to show that control of this luerative
trade was the motive behind the colonial conflicts that raged in New
York in that time period; likewise this trade was the goal that each
sought to attain,

The year 1609 was chosen for the starting date since this was con-
sidered the first time that the Dutch were able to establish strong col-
onies in America. It was also an important date in hisiory because this
year saw the first conflict between a tribe of the powerful Iroquois
confederacy and the French and their Indian allies. This conflictvbecame
the basis of an undying hatred of the French, turning the Iroquois to an
alliance with any Buropean nation that could supply them with arms
against their enemies. In this case the Dutch traders benefited. A
treaty signed between the Dutch and the Iroquois in 1609 became the
foundation of the fur trade in the area of New Netherland and was passed
on to their English successors in 1674. The nation that held this trea-
ty would be in a2 position to dominate the trade.

The years up to 1674 saw a growing competition between Duteh and
English traders that eventually led to open warfare in America and
Burope. Each side, in its struggle for the northeastern section of
North America, tried to win the allegiance of the natives. The loyalty

of the tribes was often a matter of which nation offered the most in
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rewards to the Indian warriors. The English finally were successful in
aligning the Iroquois confederation on their side as allies and in de-
feating the Dutch in the war of 1664, TYet this viectory was short lived
when the Dutch regained control of their colony of New Netherland in
1674, But even during the conflicts beth nations sought to keep the
trade flowing from the tribes to the courts of Europe, for this was the
source of wealth that BEurope desired.

The years from 1674 to 1688 saw England again take the area of New
Netherland and definitely rename it New York. This signaled the end of
Dutch power in America and the end of their domination of the fur tradse
of the New World, These were the yeérs of profit and growth for the
English colonists in New York. They developed and regulated the trade
that the Dutch had begun and willed to them in their treaties with the
Iroquois Indians, whe had by this time become important to the English
as middlemen in the fur trade with the interior tribes of America.

The year of 1688 was selected for the concluding year of this study
since it brought a perioed of econflict in the mother country and a témporo
ary lessening of interest in the colonies. From 1688 to 1763 the strug-
&gle wotild be between the English and the French for the contrel of the
entire Nerth Ameriecan continent; no longer would the objective be only
the fur trade with the natives, which would now become of secondary im-
portance to the tribes! political significance. Both nations had early
realized that the one that controlled the fur trade would alsoc contrel
the land and the people. Thus the competition had become one for the
people, with the 1and»and the trade less important. The struggle would
contirve until one nation, becoming the total victor, had won control of
the continent,

For assistance given during the preparation of this paper, I would
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INTRODUCTION

The struggle among Buropean nations for the American continent be~
gan early in the history of the New World., Particularly in the forests
and mountains of the northeast, great men and nations fought for a prize
more valuable than mere riches--the prize of a world. It would be won
not by military prowess alone, but also by strategy and diplomaey.

| The goals of the mother countries in Burope often influenced the
acts that were committed in America. The current economic philosophy of
mercantilism can easily be seen in the conflict that occurred over the
land of New York. The desire for the riches of the new world at little
cost to Europe led to a struggle which meant that one nation had to tri-
umph to the exclusion of all others. To this nation would go the prize.

Affected even more than the Buropean colonies in this struggle were
the imnocent natives who inhabited the desired region. These natives,
the American Indians, were frequently to be used as pawns against each
other and against other Buropean states. But it was not all one-sided;
the red man often used the whites to secure his own aims and security.
The goal of both races was the same in the northeasts the control of
the land and its riches. The first step in this control was the domina»b

tion of the fur trade.



CHAPTER I
1609-1643
THE DUTCH MONOPOLY OF THE INDIAN TRADE

By 1609 the decline of the first great exploring nation, Spain,
left France, England and the Netherlands alone able to colonize and com=
pete for control of the New World. The main seene of this struggle for
the continent was in the area that we know today as New York. It was
here that the Buropeans first realized the value of the fur pelts that
the natives came to trade for articles unseen by their eyes before this
time., Unknowm to the Indian, he and his trade would become the cause of
wars in far off Europe and of conflicts closer to his home. The Euro-
peans soon recognized that the nation which controlled the trade would
also control the land area and its inhabitants. So the race began for
dominance of the trade in New York, It was this trade that was the |
chain that bound all the contestants together, be they French, English,
Datch, or Iroquois.

For a short time Holland was able to capture the land, having a
fleet stronger than her English ally., In 1609 residents of the Nether-
lands, after watehing England®s activities, were turning their attention
to the colonization of America.l One man more than any other urged the
interest of the Dutch in this venture. William Usselinex grasped the

value of following England®s policy by striking at Spain through the

1Jehn Fiske, Duteh and Quaker Colonies (Cambridge: Riverside Press,
1899, renewed, 1903), I, 83.




resources of the New World which would not only handicap the traditional
enemy but contribute to their own coffers. As early as 1592, he had
urged the formation of a company strictly for trade in the west, an
enterprise that would later become the West Indies‘Trade Compan.y.2 But
in 1592 the Dutch were still too busy with Spain in Europe to become
interested in trade in America, so that the plan was neglected until some
yearsllater, when a time of peace made it possible to compete for the
treasures of the world, _ |

It thus fell to individual merchanﬁs and businessmen to goad the

government of the Netherlands into action., These merchants closely
followed Hudson's voyages up and down the coast of America and his re-
ports of the opportunities for trade. They sent ships to begin trading
in the area, and, knowing the need for government support if their ven-
tures were to succeed, they petitioned and finally secured the aid of the
government in helping to establish the trade and early colonies in the
area claimed by Hudson, The government's ordinance of March 27, 1614,
read:

«+oWe understand it would be honorable, serviceable and

profitable to this Country, and for the promotion of its

prosperity, as well as for the maintenance of seafaring

people, that the good Inhabitants should be excited and

encouraged to employ and occupy themseves in qeekln% out
discovering Passages, Haven, countries, and places that

have not before been discovered nor frequenteds ...3

Thus began the govermment's first active encouragement of merchants
in their trading ventures, The politicians wanted more wealth in the
treasury in case a time came for conflict with any other of the contest-

ants, The hunger for profit led to the government's granting state

2Tbid., 84-90,

3E. B. 0'Callaghan (ed.), Documents Relative to the Colonial Historv
of the State of New York (Albany: Weed, Parsons, and Company, 18557, 1,
5. Herelnafter cited as NYCD.




monopolies to any merchant who sent ships to a new area, but only for a
period of six voyages. Then free competition would reenter the plan and
presumably increase the profits to the mother country even more.

The traders, eager for easy profits, quickly pushed their interest
before the States General of the United Netherlands, seeking other con-
cessions that would assist them in their trade. The first idea waé to
form some sort of trading company which would be aided by the govern-
ment. In July of 1614, the traders proposed the "formation of a general
company for the promotion of commerce, navigation and Interest of the
Country, to carry on Trade on some Coasts of Africa and America...."

The States General responded that they thought "the project being cbn;
sidered laudable and advantageous to the Country."4 This idea was fin-
ally realized on October 11, 1614, when there appeared at the Assembly
of the States General "the Deputies of United Company of Merchants who
have discovered and found New Netherland, situate in America between New .
France and Virginia, the sea coasts where of lie in the Latitude of
forty to forty-five degrees,"d

This was the first time that the name of New Netherland was ever
used officially to refer to any area of North America. According to the
1614 Proclamation, these merchants should receive the monopoly of trade |
in the area; and in 1615 the Assembly stated ®their High Mightinesses
have granted...the Petitioners that they alene shall have the right to
résort tos; cause to be fregqusnted, the aforesaid newly discovered coun-
tries, situate in America...for four veyages from the first of January

XVIc" for three years.6

WTbid., 6.
5Ibid., 10.

6Ibid.



The boundaries of the area thus opened consisted of the South River
on the south, the 45th parallel on the north, Cape Cod on the east, and
no limit on the west other than the point as far as a man could walk,

The Hudson River would later become the boundary on the North.’ These
borders would remain the limits of New Netherland se long as the Dutch
controlled the area.

In 1618, the temporary monopoly of the trading company of New
Netherland expired, and conditions seemed faverable for establishing a
permanent trade company in the area, Various people seemed eager to
coleonize this part of the new world. In February eof 1620, a group of
religious dissenters petitioned the States General for the right to start
a colony in the area of New Netherland.8 These people came not only from
the United Netherlands, but also from England, and they requested the
Dutch only to provide military defense in case of any trouble. They ale
ready had secured the permissioniof the English govermnment to leave; but
the Dutch government, after careful consideration of the matter, rejected
their petition in April of 1620.9 The government®s refusal apparently
stemmed from the fact that a tfeaty with Spain was scon to expire; thus
it was an inauspicious time to do anything that wight drain off any of
the nation®s resources.

These same petitioners then applied for assistancs te the London
Company in England and secured their permission to sail te America under
their auspices. The London Company provided the Mayflower, and the Pil-

grims set out for Vipginia, but during the voyage they were blown off

7Piske, Dutch and Quaker Colonies, 90. The Scuth River was another
name for the Delaware. '

807Callaghan (ed.), NYCD, I, 22-23.
9

Tbid., 24



. course and landed instead in Mhssachusetts.lo Thus ended the first of-
ficial attempt by the Dutch to settle in the new world, but the idea of
Dutch settlers in thislarea‘was not completely abandoned,

On February 2, 1620, there came another petition for the establish-
ment of a ecolony under the protection of the Dutch government in the area
of New Netherland.1l The interest of the traders and the desire for
colonies finally bore fruit, and in 1621 the Assembly realized the need
for control of the tréde; since the expiration of the New Netherland
Company in 1618 the trade had been handled only by individuals. The only
government regulationllay in the requirement that each trader murchase a
license from the States General to do business in the New World.12 The
Assembly granted a chartef for the formation of the Datch West India
Company to trade and colonize in the area claimed by the Datch in North
Anmerica,l3

This company was to have exclusive control; no person could trade in
Neﬁ Netherland or even go there without the company's consent. The char~

ter of the company provided it ﬁithvbroad powers in the land under its
control. The company was permitted to appoint all civil officials in the

colonies to be formed. The company was to frame laws to be enforced in
such colonies, and to see that they were properly administered and jus=
tice obtained in the company's trade areaé. The company was alse to

erect forts in strategic locations in New Netherland for the purpeose of

defense and for the benefit of the natives, meaning access to the

10Fiske, Dutch and Quaker Colonies, 90.

Notcallaghan (ed.), NYCD, I, 22.
12Tpig. |

13Fiske, Dutch and Quaker Colonies, 95, 98.



~ trading posts of the Dutch, 14
| The actual control of the Datch West India Company was‘in the hands
of five separate boards thaﬁ represented equally the great commercial
cenﬁers of the United'Netherlands. Over all of the activities a general
admini strative council would dictgte the policies of lesser officials in
the company. This general councillwas known as the "college of the Nine-
teen, which waé chosen from iowéf boards: eight members from Amsterdan,
four from Zealand, two from Dordrecht, two from North Holland, two from
Friesland and'Groningen, and the last member a director at large who
shéuld act as spakesmgh for the Boérd before the States General and the
Prince.l5 |

Thesebwere the men‘who, with the consent of the States General, de-
términed for Holland the trade policies and the methods of colonization
. 'in the new world. In 1623 the board approved the first actual group of
settlers going to New Netherland; it was this group under the direction
of Corneles Jaéobsz,‘who built‘Fort Orange on the North River in 1624 and
Fort Nassau on the South River in 1626.16 Also in 1626, the Assembly was
informéd of the purchase of "the Island of Manhatten from the Indians for
the value of 60 guilders,"17 and the building of Fort Amsterdam on the
‘1sland, 18
These posts were builﬁ primarily to reach the natives for trading

purpdses. From Manhattan, for instance, trade spread into the

14734, 98, - |

151bid., 99, 1»02.103.
160'Callaghan (ed.), NYCD, I, 149,
17Ibid., 37.

181hid, , 149,



surrounding counttyside, and Peter Schagin reported exports frem the
colony of "7éh6 beaver skins, 178% otter skins, 675 otter skins, 48
minck" and other small animal skins,19 the beginning of the future ex-
tremely profitable trade activities ﬁith the Iroquois.

These early merchants found willing purchasers for their goodss
what were at first_luxurie# soon became necessities to the Indians, who
greﬁ'to depend on that trade and could not live without the new goods.20
To reach more customers, a pattern was quickly established; the Dutch
trader would set up a central location or fort to which the Indian could
bring his pelts. Thus the trader could rely on the Indians io do mbst
of his work for him by bringing pelts. In time many of those simple posts
grew.into'pfihcipal cénters‘of populatiqn, stich as Fort Orange, later
éaiied Alban&; and the House of Good Hope later known as Hartford.21

This trade was given added assistance in 1627 when Charles I of
England agreed to allow the Dutch free trade with England and all her
dependencies around the world.22 Yet it so increased the prosperity of
:the Dutch in the mother country that not many people wére eager to leave
.their homes; Thé few who did venture to the new world saw préfitable
returns on their ihVestments in the fur trade until the late 1650°'s.

The traders realized that due to lack of population in New Nether-

land their safety and advancement of prosperity depended on cementing a

solid peace and firm trade relations with the Indians., All post

1pid., 37.

20George T. Hunt, The Wars of the Iroqueis: A Study in Intertribal
Trade Relations (Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1940), 4.

2lotCcallaghan (ed.), NYCD, I, 150.

%%piske, The Dutch and Quaker Colonies, I, 110,



commanders were given orders to encourage trade with the natives, parti-
’cularly the Iroquois cénfederation, and to that end the Dutech signed
several early trade agreements with the Iroquois.23

Tradition has made Fort Nassau the site of a treaty between the
Dutch and Iroquois leaders in 1618, which was the basis for trade be-
tween the two sides for many years, The treaty was allegedly a Dutch
agreement to supply arms to the Iroguois in return for all the furs and
. pelts of the Indians., This treaty, or one similar, was in effeét until
1763 betwsen the Indians and the Dutch, and later the Iroquois and the
English, It was never seriously violated by either side.2

Aftér 1625 the Dutch West India Company had a complete monopoly of
all activities with the Indiens, and the fur trade prospered. Essen-
tially a trading people, the Dutch pushed their opportunities fully as
energetiéally as the English to the south or the French to the north.
Since trade was more important to the Dutech than land, there was little
‘danger'of angering the Indians and thus impairing the trade opportunities
by a land acquisition policy.25 :

The most important region for the fur trade with the Indians was
around the great waterways and harbors of the northeast. Here, for many
years, the traders did not even have to penetrate the interior of the
continent to trade; rather they had merely to wait for the Indians to
bring the pelts to them. With the depletion in the coastal areas of the
better skins the traders began to move up the St. lLawrence and Hudson

Rivers to the fur regions of the Great Lakes, and when these areas

230'Callaghan (ed.), NYCD, I, 149.

24Fiske, Dutch and Quaker Colonies, 9%.
250tCallaghan (ed.), NYCD, XII, 48-49; XIV, 4.
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ceased to produce the pelts desired, the interest turned to the Missis-
sippi and Ohio River areas, In these latter areas, the tribes that were
of primé importance were the Ottawa and Hurons along the 3t. Lawrence
and the Mohican and Mohawks along the Hudson. This area became the
center of the active fur trade on the continent.26

Relations between Europeans and the American Indian in the new
world provide the key to success or failure in the trade. It has been
suggested that "the relations into which the Europeans entered with the
Aborigines were decided almost wholly by the alliances which they found
to exist among the tribes on their arrival."’ Likewise, it might also
be said that actions of the various tribes were often decided by ﬁheir
associations with the Europeans, Fér the Dutch, the crucial step was to
achievée a workable agreement with the Iroquolsi and here a chance contact
between the Iroquois and the great French explorer, Champlain, was cen-
tral in shaping future events. The story of the French supplying arms
to their Indian allies to attack the Mohawks is an old one:

Mr, Champlain desiring to give his Allies Proof of his love,

and the Valour of the French Nation, put himself at the Head

of a Body of Adirondacks, and passed with them into Corlars,

which from this time the French have called by Mr., Champlain's

Name.

The Adirondacks gave a great Shout and open®d to the Right

and Left, to give room for Mr, Champlaln and the French to

advance. This upon which the French firing, the three Cap=~

tains were killed:...the Adirondacks gave a terrible Shout,

and attacked the Enemy, who received them bravely, but a

second Volley from the French, put them into such Confusion

(havmng never before seen flre Arms) that they immediately
fled,?

26funt, The Wars of the Iroquois, 5.
27George E. Ellis, cited in Hunt, 4.
28Cadwa11ader Colden, The Hlstogz of the Five Indian Natﬂons Depend-

ing on the Province of New York in America (Great Seals Books: Lthacas
Cornell Un: University Press, 19585, 7.




11

Thus the victory of the French earned them the undying hatred of the Mo-
hawks, one of the leading members of the Confederation, and of the other
Iroquois tribes. The warriors of the Iroquois league soon learned that
they too could acquire firearms by purchasing them from the Duteh in re-
turn for their pelts. After 1609 the Ifoquois entered into a policy of
élliance with any Buropean power that opposed the French, 29

Before the Buropeans came, thearea of modern New England and New
York was occupied by two great nations of Indians. These two divisions
eonsisted oft the Six Nations and their allies, and, on the other hand,
the Lenni‘Lenape,ior the Delawares and their allies; The former were
called the Iroquois or sometimes the Mingoes or among the Indians, the
Maqua, They were joined to promote their own prosperity and maintain
their independence and existence,

The Iroquois consisted of these tribes, in order of théir impor-
tance: the Mohawks, the Oneidas, the Onondagas, the Cayugas, and the
Senedas,‘and the last tribe, admitted many years after the first con-
federation was formed, the Tuscaroras. Their arch enemies, who were the
allies of the French, were the Mahicanni, Mohicans or Mohegans, and the
Naticokes, or Netigoes, which formed the Délaware nation, Of these
tribes the latter occupied the country along the Chesapeake and the sea,
while the Mohegans occupied the district between the Hudson and the
ocean, including most of New England, and so were the first to be pushed
back by the whites;

Each side in the conflict soon acquired its own set of Indian al-
lies, the French adding the Algonguins, the Abenakis, the Montagnais,
and the Micmacs. At one time or another all of these tribes faced the

danger of destruction at the hands of the fierce Iroquois League and

29%oward H. Peckham, The Colonial Wars, 1689-1762 (Chicago: The Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1064), 18.
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were forced to yield to the more powerful Indian nation. Surrender was
‘the desired goal of the. Confederation, in order to maintain their po-
sition as middiemen in the fur trade. It has been suggested, however,
that the Iroquois hostility here stemmed not so mach from the defeat in
1609 as from the fact that these tribes traded with the French, thus de-
priving the Iroquois of needed furs,30 The Dutch encouraged this situa-
’tion because it helped their trade, and later on the English would conw
tinue the same policy in their attempts to ruin the French trade.

To the Dutch the Indian trade was particularly important. New
\'Netherland was a very small commuﬁity producing little in the way of
agricultural goods. . The coionists Bad to have the Indian tradé in order
to exist during thevearly settlement. Later on the colonists were en-
couraged to substitute farming for the Indian trade as their goal be-
cause of the growth of a self-suﬁporting colony. The colonists "came to
‘know that the land was worth more than the beaver," but they also knew
that the mother country desired the pelts far more than she did farm
produce, Thué Britain fought the colonial wars from 1689 to 1812.31

Indeed, the mother country'had.feasonvtb desire the potehtial
wealth of the fur trade, an example of the mercantilism that existed in
Burope during the seventeenth century. Statistics of the fur trade show
that in 1624 New Netherland exported 4,700 skins, and by 1626 there was
an increase of 7,250 beaver skinsvand 800 otter skins; although this in-
crease brought the price and profit down about two-thirds, it was still

pure profit for the mother country. In 1630 the number of skins taken

301pbid, ,18-19.

3Charles McIlwain (ed.), An Abridgement of the Indian Affairs by
Poter Wraxall (Harvard Historical Studies, vol. XXlj Cambridget Harvard
University Press, 1915), xiii.
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increased to 10,000 and in 1633 to at least 30,000.32 In 1637 this pro-
fit in furs led the Dutch to write to New England and offer their surplus
goods to Flymouth in exchange for any pelts that the English colony might
have.33 _ » '

This sudden rise in the amount of pelts indicated the importance of
the Iroquois in controlling the Hudson River trading centers and channel-
ing the furs to the Dutéh The skins were exchanged for guns, tobaceo,
and wampum to keep the. Iroqu01s supreme over the other nations. In 1628
the Dutch did take their surplus to Plymouth, and while there they intro-
duced the English to the value of wampum in trade with the Indians:

Wampum is the current Money among the Indians, it is made

of the large Whelk Shell and shaped like long Beads. - With
this, put upon strings, they make these Belts, which they

give in all their Treaties, as signs of Confirmation, with
the other Phrty.34

-The Duteh had a monopoly on wampum, After this visit the English were
in competition'to control the area where the shells were obtalned, in
order to fufther the trade rivalry, but in spite of all efforts the
Indians continued to tradé with the Dutch,>5

The wealth that was available in the trade soon made itself felt
within New Neﬁherland as signs of competition among the Dutch appeared.
The company had absolute control over the fur trade, to the exclusion of
the settlers and the Patroons who had established the colonies. At
length the Patroons began to complain about this exclusion of themselves
and thelir colonists, arguing that the settlers ought not to have to pay
the company for the‘right to trade on their own land and grumbling that

32Tbid.

3traxall, Abridgement, xxix.

34colden, The History of the Five Indian Nations, 230,
350*Callaghan (ed.), NYCD, I, 87.
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the Patroons now had to pay a tax of one guilder on each pelt from their
colony.36 The Patroons wanted some of the riches of the fur trade tov
offset their expenseé in founding the colonies in New Netherland, which
were not yet returning anj profit. ~But the company, no more eager than
the government to open up the lucrative trade to so many individuals, re=-
fused to discuss the matter. The Patroons countered with the argument
that if they had to pay the tax for the furs trapped on their own land
then they ought to be able to trap for furs outside of their limits for
the same tax, They should then be allowed to sell wherever they wanted
to and for whatever goods they wished without having to bring them to the
Company's agent. They also demanded the right to send their traders in-
to any areas where the company had no commissioners. Finally, the Pa-
troons demanded that the settlers be allowed to secure wampum when they
needed it rather than having to go through the company for it.3? Thus if
the protests were granted, thevgoﬁernment and the company would be losing
control of the trade and more of the profit would remain in the colony in-
-stead of returning to the mother country.

The Patroons also complained of the company's policy of entering a
settlement and putting up signs which forbade any of the settlers of that
town from trading. When the commissioners from the company came into the
same area they did not secure the permission or even inform the Patroon
of ﬁheir presence; then the commissioners forced the inhabitants of the
settlement to take'an oath that they would not enter the trade of the
Indians for maize, furs, or wampum.38 This step prevented the Patroons

from making any profit themselves.

36Ibid., 87.
371bid.

38Ibid., 88.
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To solve these conflicts between the company and thé Patroons the
States General, in October of 1634, ruled that "the Patroons of New
Netherland shall have‘the.privilege of sailing and trading along the
whole coast, from Florida into New Foundland, and to all the wild Is-
lands of the West Indies."39 Now the Patroons could openly have a voice
in the handling of the trade 1n‘their oﬁn areas. Also included in these
resolutions was an order that henceforth all the lands settled by the
Dutch would be purchased outright from the Indians, who would receive
full payment for 1t.%0 But this order ran into confliet with the

English, who claimed that since no one Indian could sell what belonged
to the entire tribe, the purchase of any land was invalid, With this
reasoning England refused to recognize any of the‘Dutch land purchases
and claims.hlj This was the beginning of the future conflict for the

land between the Dutch and the English, the desire for the fur trade
being the basis for the dissention.

In Septembér, 1637, William Kieft was appointed as the director of
New Netherland with explicit orders to encourage the growth of the col-
ony and its trade. In 1638 the Company's directors submitted a Report
on Conditions in New Netherland., They reaffirmed their right to the
land from "the colony of Virginia to Newfoundland," reporting'control of
the area through their two forts, Orange and Amsterdam, and one House, a
house being a trading»post, which was located near Hartford on the
Connecticut R:i.ver.l"'2 in 1633 the Dutch had built a fort on the French

River; within five years the English had moved into this area and built

39Tvid., 98.
®rpi4., 99.
Ml1pid., 8.
*21vni4., 107.
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a settlement not too far from Fort Good Hope on the Connecticut River.

To the Dutch demands that they depart, the English replied, with un-
answerable logic, that they claimed possession by virtue of their greater
strength and numbers in the area. The distressed Dutch settlers peti~
tioned the States General for aid. The settlers admitted that the col-
ony had been only a drain on the Netherlands thus far, butﬁphey insisted
that they were on the brink of a profitable period, one whiéﬁ would be
lost if the English were not remtz)v_ed.""'3 ;

The fear of the encroaching English made it necessary to éncourage
more settlers to come to New Netherland. The answer to the problem
seemed tojbe to open the fur trade to_all who wanted to participate.

This suggeéfion was not received haéﬁily by the company or by the Pa-
troons, who had just started makiné some profit from the trade., The
opening of :the trade would consider;bly weaken the control of the Pa-

- troon and the company over the entifé area of New Netherland. But the
government took the attitude that if more people could be encouraged to
migrate to the New Netherland colony, its defense would be improved and
the settlers could withstand the English.ua

In spite of the beaver trade the colony did not prosper as it was
hoped until about 1639; in that year the fur trade that had been the

monopoly of the West India company was opened to everyone. The main
parpose behind this action was not to enlarge the fur trade, though this
was a side result, but to encourage more colonists to come to New Nether-
land. The result was noted in a report to the States General, that

"oven new colonists came thither from the Fatherland, and the

¥3Tbiq,, 114, 128.
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neighbouring English, both from Virginia and New England repaired to
ns,"l"5 and helped to increase the population which was desired.

Although the opening of the Indian trade to all colonists brought
more inhabitants to the colony and produced more profits from the trade,
it also presented problems that were eventually harmful to the colony..
The colonists'! eagerness to share in the profits of the fur trade led to
a dispersed settlement throughout New Netherland whigh meant a need for
increased defenses. In éddition there were complaints that the Indians
were lured to the Dutch houses by bribes and then 111:’Ls’t:rea‘l:ed.Li'6 Because
of this familiarity and their being treated unfairly by the new traders,
the Indians grew to dislike the traders and to contemplate revenge upon
them, Other problems arose because of the traderé letting their cattle
and other livestock roam free. The animals often entered the Indians'
fields, tfampling the corn and ruining the year's erops. A1l this did
little to alleviate the growing bad feeling between the Indians and the
traders of New Ne'l:.herlz=1nd.l"7

Finally, the colonists and traders made an excessive profit from
the buying and selling of skins. They purchased the pelts at a very low
price and were able to sell them at a much higher price. All explana-
tions of the law of supply and demand left the Indian feeling that he
had been cheated at the hands of the traders. In addition the traders
had sold the Mohawks guns and ammunition, but when the other tribes de-
sired to buy guns from the same traders they were refused. This left

these tribes with a feeling that they had been treated unegqually and
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were left at the mercy of the I"Iohawks.LL8

The Mohawks were having their owm troubles arising from the opening
of the fur trade. The increased demand for the furs had led thém to
increase their trapping until there were little beaver left in their own
country after 1640.%9 As Killaen van Rensselaer wrote in 1640 to Wil-
helm Kieft, the director of New Netherland:

I cannot get over my surprise as to the changes which are said
to have occured in the fur trade at Fort Orange...That my
people spoiled the fur trade can not by any means be true;
they may have outbid and brought about the high price of the
skinsy but such outbidding...causes a greater supply. Now,

as far as I can see, the trouble is not with the price of

the skins but with the quantitg which is a great paradox to
me that I can not understand.> :

The lack of pelts was also be1ng felt by the French and their allies, the
Hurons, who were having to bhuy their pelts from other tribes to sell to
the traders in Quebec.ot

The trade had become as great a problem for the Iroquois as for the
Dutch. Asvthe indigneous furs in their areas disappeared, the League
was forced to seek trade relations with the Canadian and the far western
tribes, in order to maintain that vital trade. This begins the middle-~
man phase of the trade for the Confederacy. These conditions even caused

dissention with the Confederacy itself. As one colonial observed noted,
"the Mohawks, by reason of their location not far west of Albany, held a
monopoly of the Dutch trade and imposed conditions upon the other four

Iroquois nations desiring access to the Dutech" fur trade.52
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 The control by the Iroquois of the trade was discussed by Governor
Talon of French Canada, who wrote to the King: "it is well known that
the Ircquois nations, especially the four upper ones, do‘not hunt any
Beaver or Elk."53 It was noted that the Iroquoils had long exhausted the
area of any beaver and were having a difficult time trapping any of the
animals, but the Hurons seemed to have plenty of furs, a fact not misséd
by the Iroquois., |

The Iroquois tried to secufe the trade of the Hurons for the Dutch

by peaceful means, by treaties with the Canadian tribes, to no avail.
The Harons were nof going to let the furs slip through their fingers,
and the Iroquéis were not going to let the Hurons have free access to
the Dutch at Fort Orange without going through them first. The only so-
lution for the Iroquois was to eliminate the Hurons and their threat to
the fur trade with the Dutch. Thus began the various wars of the Iro-
quois with the northern Indians, until‘the latter were completely de-
- stroyed and the trade was secured in Iroquois hands. But the demands of
war brought criticisms from the Iroqﬁois regarding the Dutch trade
policies, especially about those applied at Fort Orange. The Mohawks
complained that the Dutch were not very friendly at timess3 "the Dutch
say, we are brothers, and joined by chains but this lasts only as long
as we have beavers, and after that no attention is paid to us.“5h There
was a definite lack of gunpowder now that the Mohawks needed it, and the
Dutch even made them pay more to have their guns repaired, even though

they had jast purchased them. There wefe even complaints that the

53Thiaites, Jesuit Relations, IX, 80.
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Indians Were-sometimes beaten or forced to buy their purchases at Fort
Orange. The Mohawks insisted that the Datch did not do as mich for them
as the French did for their Indian allies.55

The most the Dutch would do was t6>agree to not interfere with the
Iroquois war parties and thus allow the Indiané to be free from worry
about an attack‘from the rear. The Iroquois warriors were successful
- against their adversaries; and once again trade’floﬁed from‘the éamps of
the Iroquois to Fort Orange.' But even this»period.of tranquility‘did
not last long, and in 1643 events occurred thatvwoﬁld_lead to a disas-
trous war in New Netherland that would seriously-weaken the fur trade for
the Dutch. |

From 1669‘to 1643 the'Dutch,tradersvwere not seriously interfered
with by competition from the other European nations, The area around
Vew York was in the solid control of the Duteh, who relied on the fierce
Iroquois Confederatién to keep the trade flowing to Datch trading posts.

Tﬁé Iroquois now realized the importance of their position as
middlemen in the competitioh‘for the furs and were only too eager to in-
crease their own wealth and power at the expense of their ancient ene- |
mies, the Hurons, This alliance ﬁith the Dutch brought prosperity to the
| colony and even more riéhes to £i11 the coffers of the mother country.
It was a prize well worth fighting for, thought the nations of Europe,

But this trade was becoming harder to control by late 1643, for the
‘English were now turning their_envious eyes on the profits flowing to
Holland and desired the area of New Netherland for their own. Thelr
claims to the area now could be prosecuted to the fullest extent. The

English hoped to drive the Dutch from New Netherland by peaceful ™
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competition and luring their Indian allies to the sides of Mother Eng-
land, but if peaceful‘means were not successful the next step would be
to use force. The next chapter deals with the incressing competition be-
tween England and the Netherlands and the final struggle for the wealth

of the Iroquois furs.



CHAPTER II
DUTCH CONTROL WEAKENS 1643-1664

The'strﬁggie for'control of the fur trade was joined between England
and Holiénd in the peridd between 1643 and 1664. The year 1643 saw
England ffee for the first time agtively to enter the race for the domi
nation of,thé fur trade of wa‘York, since prior to this time she had
been more cbncernedeith,the establishment and growth of permanent set-
tlements in America. But the wealth of furs‘going to Holland had not
been totaliy ignoréd by England'é tfaders, and now they were ready to
,push their claims to the wealth that could Be had in the trade.

In 1642 the English renewed their claims to all the land area of
New Netherland, cléiminé that purchaées of land from the Indians were
illegal since no-dne,indian had the.right to sell the land 6f the tribes
thus all Dutch claims to the érea of.New York were void. The Dutch re-
plied that possession was nine-tenths of the law, and they had the pos-
‘session of New Netherland and were not going to yield to English claims.1
By 1643 Director Kieft of New Netherland wrote the Assembly that Dutch

and English relations were steadily deteriorating; in addition, relations
with the Iroquois were poor. The Assembly was duly concerned with the
sitnation and advised Kieft to solve the Iroguois problems first, returm

the flow of trade to normal, and deal with the English later.

The problems with the Iroquois concerned the murder of an old
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Dutchman, living alone in the wilderness, by an Iroquois Indian, The
settlers were enraged and demanaed the surrender of_the gailty party for
punishmént, The Iroquois chiefs refused to hand over the murderer, and
the colonists, encouraged in their acts by their governor, took matters
into thelr owm hands. The whites had come to fear the powerful Iroquois
confederacy and their eésy access to the whites! settlements in the
areaj feeling that something mist be done to break the Iroquois power,
the colonists desired to return them to the domination of the Datch.?

This rash action resulted in a costly war for the Dutch that did not end

in their favor. The Iroquois finally agreed to peace on the condition
that the Dutch‘remove their governor, who had incited the war, and these
terms were agreed to by the Dutch.3 |

The States Gbneral met to discus§ what steps could be takén to pre-
 vent future conflicts with the.Iroquois, since these wars were harmful
to the tradé. The Assembly recommended that the Patroons should keep
the trade in their oﬁn hands, allowing only their own colonists and free
men living in the colony to enter the trade. The commission merchants
were to be kept out of the area and the trade centers, It was also
recommended that the trade in arms to the Indians be stopped at once,
and these selling the arms be severely punished, by death if necessary.
Thus indirectly the war helped to solve some of the problems between the
Duteh and Iroquois by limiting the numbers of traders, prohibiting their
freedom of roaming the Indian Territory, and forcing the Indians to buy
and sell even if they had né‘desire to de so., The Mohawks were satisfied

with these suggestions and once again turned to trade. Relations
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improved between the two nations.

Meanwhile, the English were taking advantage of the problem between
the Dutch and Iroquois to move into the area with their own traders. The
Datch complained that the English were taking the prime locations for
posts and destroying ﬁhe.Dutch trade, The new governor, Petrus Stuyves-
ant,u tried to impréve the strained relations with‘the English, but to ne
avail. In 1650, Stuyvesant received an offer from the English at Hapt.
ford to meet and discuss the mutual problems and ﬁry to resolve their
differences. This seemed a chance to prevent future conflict, and
Stuyvesant went to Hartford hoping to solve the problem and work out a
boundary betweeh the two colonies.

The meeting began on September 17, 1650, at the General Court of
New England, with representatives of England and the Netherlands duly
appointed. The delegates from Hartford once again reaffirmed the English
position of claims to all the area of New Netherland since Charles had
granted this land to specific Lords for their service to the king, and
the Datch. replied with claims to all the land from "Naranganset Bay to
Hudson's River." Both nations felt the threat to their trading rights,
and realized that if the competition was not eliminated little would
soon be left to fight for, much leés to control.

News of this meeting in Hartford reached London at the time that
discussions were being held there to solve the problems of the two colo-
nies of England and Holland. Yet England hesitated to resort to foree to
push the Dutch from New Netherland; while they hesitated the Dutch pro-
posed a solution to the dilemma. The plan was peacefully to divide the

disputed territory by treaty and thus stop future disputes between the
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colonies. But England refused, realizing that if they agreed to this
treaty they would be openly upholding any and all Dutch claims in Ameri-
ca. Thus the treaty was not even discussed. London refused to approve
what her representatives in Hartford had agreed to with Stuyvesant.
England chose to ignore the whele problem, but it was net going to be so
easy to ignore in the future.

The residents of New Netherland were not pleased with the boundary
settlement either and complained to Holland thats

all the arbitrators were English and they pulled the wool

over the director's eyes, for, according te our information

from New Netherland, he hath ceded to the English as far as

Greenwhich inclusive, on the main, together with a portion

of Long Island. 'Tis indeed true that this whole country

was occupied by the English in part, but not the whole of

it; the whole of it, then ought not to be theirsj...but...
we should thus retaln someth ng, and also leave something

to the Englishj...we shall be obliged to eat oats out of

English hands, The country will, likewise, always be open,

exposed, and common to neighbors.

The proposed treaty had already been agreed to on the local level
and was sent on to the mother countries for approval, but as already
seen England was not going to agree to any border between the two colo=-
nies. The treaty of Hartford was never signed by a formal official
representative of England, and once again the problem reverted to the
local government officials to try and selve without the use of force and
without English colonists agreeing to any binding treaties between the
two nations.

The official reply from England te the request for a bordsr from

the Duteh stated that England believed that she was the first in the

areay since she had more people in New Netherland than the Dutch there

6
0%Callaghan (ed.), NYCD, T, 458, 459.



26

was no need for a border.7 This was the only reply that the Dutch ever
received to thelr request, and it was quite a shock that the English
considered discussing the border as a "waste of time."8 The only result
of the colonial meeting of Hartford was to open the border question to
contention and harsh feelings between the two peoples.

By 1651, acting in temporary alliance, the twe nations had defsated
Spain in Europe, which meant they could turn their full attention te de-

veloping their colonies in the New World. England took advantage of the
new situation in 1651 by passing the first Navigation Law., This act was
aimed directly at Dutch shipping; the Dutch fleet had monopolized much
of the carrying trade for Europe. BEngland's first Navigation Law was an
attempt to end this situation; now no English goods could be carried eX-
cept in English ships and with English crews.9 At the same time the
Dutch negotiated a treaty with the kingdom of Denmark that prevented
English access to the Baltic naval stores which were‘essential to the
English fleet; these acts led to harsh feeling on the part of both cone
testants,

In America in 1652 the English ignored all Dutch protests and re-
quests concerning the boundary issue. On the local level the trade cone
tinued to be open and friendly between New Netherland and New England
even if this was not the case in Europe. But relations would remain
friendly only as long as both did not trespass on the other®s land.

In Europe violence erupted in a short war that was finally ended in
1654, The delegates from the two nations met to negotiate the peace to

the satisfaction of both parties. On December 4, 1654, the treaty was

o
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signed whereby England and the Netherlands agreed to peace, abstaining
from war on the seés, solving the trouble between the colonies, and up-
holding the Hartford Convention by the device of each keeping what it
had possessed, and finally establishing borders between the colonies.lo

Now that the English were temporarily pacified, the Dutch were able
to turn their attentions to other problems in their colony. During the
years of trouble with England, Sweden had taken advantage of the situa-
tion to move into Dutch-claimed areas, In 1633 the Dutch had purchased
an area called Schuylkil from the Indiansé obtaining title for it in
1648.11  The Swedes knew of this transaction, but they went ahead and
planted a settlement in the same area. They erected a fort and even ad-
mitted it was there for the sole purpose of closing the river to Dutch
‘traders.12

In May, 1654, the Swedes foreibly éaptured the Duteh Fort Casimier
and turned all the inhabitants out with neither weapons nor property.13
In Jamary, Stuyvesant recaptured the post.14 With this exploit and the
destruetion of the Swedish settlements on the South River, New Netherland
was safe from the Swedes. The Swedes protested against the destruction
of their fort and settlement, but since they no longer had the power to
defeat the Dutch, their protests were ignored. Now only England re-
mained as a serious threat to New Netherland,

However, in the late 1650°s New Netherland suffered from the
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exhaustion of resources and was forced to request financial aid from the
States General. In 1657 the States approved a grant of 10,000 guilders
for promoting the colony; in October, 1657 the government sent 16,000
guilders, and in April, 1658,vanother 20,000 guilders. The coleny that
was plamned to benefit the mother country was a financial drain, yet it
was realized that the expeditions against the Swedes plus English ene
croachments had cost the loss of trade. Soon these conditions would be
bettered by the return of peace.

In September, 1659, the Council in charge of the town of New Amsterw
dam asked that the West India Company take over the management of the
colony. This request was due to the financial drain on the city and the

small amount of profit that was being realized. The West India Company
bought out the Amsterdam interest and became thé sole owners of the
‘cdlony.ls The first step that the company took was to nenew their plea
that England recognize the border as agreedvto in the Hartford Convention
of 1650, The Staﬁes Généfal in 1660 once again diplomatically requested
the English to resolve the border dispute between the two colonies with-
out resorting to violence. The English still refused to agree that the
Dutch had sole proprietorship to the area just because they had pur-
chased the land from the Indlans; any sale thus concluded was not valid
in Engiish eyes.

In fact, the Dutch governor sent a message to the Governor of Marye
land in a final attempt to establish English recognition of the Datch
title to the land. The message argued that the kingdom of England actu-
ally recognized Dutch claims to the land when the English king refused

to allow Virginia and New England to join together in one state in the
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same area as NeW'Netherland.16 The question of land ownership was
further complicated when the king gave Lord Baltimore a grant to be the
sole owner of Maryland, which was actuélly part of New Netherland, since

its border was on the South or Delaware River. The English were giving
away Dutch land to BEnglishmen.

In 1660 Charles II went further in attempting to control the actions
of the New England colgnies and the trade by giving the Privy Council
responsibility for all ﬁatters that pertained to the trade of English
colonies. From the Council a smaller committee was formed called the
Committee for Trade and Flantations, whose purpose was to report on all
problems facing the empire‘tp the Council, and from the Council to the
King.l7 From this date onwards, the go#ernment was kept fairly well ine
formed on all matters that affected thé colonies and Dutch trade activi-
ties in particular.

In 1661 English traders complained of a Dutch trading post in
Virginia that was harmful ﬁo their interests beéause the Dutch were
selling godds at a 1owér price, which was possible because they did not
pay the Virginia trading taxes.. Thgse activities cut deeply inte the
profits of Virginia and the treasury of the mother country. England
faced the choice of either completely controlling the trade with the na-
tives or eventually losing title and trade rights in the whole of New
England. |

The English were protesting the actions of the Datch while the
Datch in turn were protesting English actions. The West India Company
wrote to the States General in November of 1660 that the granting of land
S ————
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claimed by the Dutch to Lord Baltimore was based on,fraud.lsv The lands
had been given in the belief that no one in the coﬁntry had previously
claimed them, while the Dutch had been there befofe 1609.19 The Company
felt that this grant was a2 serious threat to the safety of New Nether-
land because now the English "outnumber our people there, "20

The seriousness of the threat was again related to the States Gener-
gl by a letter from the Company in 1662, They told of the English coming
into areas claimed for years by the Duteh and still bearing the Dutch
-royal coat of arms which had been placed there as a sign of ownership.
The English destroyed these tokens and even invaded areas under cultiva-
tibn. They destroyed crops, drove off livestock, prevented planting,iand
in general harassed the Dutch settlers'in the area. The company claimed
that the only basis the English had was a grant from the king of England
for all unclaimed lands, which included the érea of New Netherland. The
company‘asked the States General what to do, insisting that they had at-
tempted to use reason rather than force, buf that force might sooﬁ be
necessary if the colony were to be saved. While the Dutch were still
abiding by the Convéntion of 1650, the English appeared to be Pmoving
onwards in their proceedings in order...to make themseglves masters...of
the whole province" and "to reduce all of New Netherlands under Eng=-
land, "?L

The English went so far as to send troops into the established
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Duteh towns, Oostdorp for one, forcing the citizens te withdraw their oath
of loyalty to the Prince of Orange and offer loyalty to the king of Eng-
land, They also carried out this aggression in Gravesend, Flushing,
Heémsdedeand Rus;td()rp.z2 A1l government officials were replaced by the
English, and the towns were declared to be English property. In 1663
Stuyvesant went to Boston and met with représentatives of all the New
Ehgland colonies to discuss'these problems, Of all the town officials,
only those of Hartford seemed likely to be difficult in reaehing an agree-
ment., Hartford officials sald they would have to have several days to
decide the issues involved. In QOctober thethrtford of ficials stated
that they "knew of no New Netherland"_,23 and they refused to recognize
the Dutch celony and its government though it had existed close by them
.for forty years. Hartford ihsiéted "that the place we [the Dutel/ call
New Netherland had been granted to them by his Royal Majesty,“24 and the
Dutch mist surrender the land, since the English were the rightful owners
of fhe land, The Director quickly conveyed this information to the
States General, stating thét the English wanted all of New Netherland
and had begun to invade Dutch territory; without the aid of the mother
country, New Netherland woﬁld Ee lost to the English at Hartford»25

- At the same time that this message went forth to the Hague, another
message was being sent to the Council in London protesting against the

actions of the Dutech, These protests stated that the Netherlands
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declared that they were the sole possessors of the territory known as New
England or New Nethefland and all areas surrounding and including Man
hattan, The report concluded that these Dutch claims led to interfer~
ence with the English trade and with full prosecution of the Navigation
Acts in the English colonies. The colonists themselves were evading the
Navigation Acts by trading with the Dutch, so the governor of Virginia
threatened to "make them /The DutoﬁT}acknowledge and submitt to his Maie

government or...expelle them."26

The Council upheld the belief that the English had been in the area
of New Netherland longer than the Dutch and that the area had been seized
by force. They concluded that the offender must be removed by force if

necessary. And thus in 1664 orders from the Council were sent to Colonel
Richard Nicholls to "reduce the Dutch in or neare Long Island or any
where within the limits of our owne dominions to an entire obedience to
our government."27 The Council agreed with the local sentiment that the
Dateh were trying to ruin the fur trade and capture it for themselves

and eventually to rid fhemﬁelves‘of the threat imposed by the New England

colonies,

The States General, however, did very little to assist their coleny.
Their govermment still hoped to resolve the issue by peaceful measures
and passed a Resolution of Jamiary, 1664, to be sent to England, The
resolution contained suggestions to end the dispute in the colonies.
First the English should "ratify the border between the colonies; uphold
the Hartford Conventionbof 1650 as ratified by the Dutch in 16543 and
then that all towns that voluntarily remained under English control re-

mained there under the threat of punishment, so the English cclonists
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were to withdraw;fromttheee toyns and cease all acts of this nature."28
Further to ¢larify the’issue;_thevborder;agreement ef 1650 was reviewed
for the Englishtas the Dutch;hed edopted‘it in 1656: that the border was
to ran from the east side of Greenﬁieh‘Bay aBout'fqur miles from Stam-
ford, inland north for twenty miles, not, going any cloger than ten miles
‘of North River. on the other eide the border was by Long Ielend from
“the west side of Oyeter Bey, a etraight 11ne equth and finally with the
east part of Long Island being English and the west being Dutch.?? But
the Englleh refused to ratify thls treaty because it would recognize the
‘claims of the Dutch to sornie of the deeired areas the Englleh wanted it
all. Accordingly, in April 166#, the States General inetructed the
colonlsts to reelst the English by force; thevmother country would try
o negotiate the’ issue, but the colony was to hold onto 1te land by it-
- self as best it could, 30

" The English meanwhile had 1nstructed Colonel Nlchollq to negotlate
with all the Ind;an tribee that ‘Were friendly to the Engllsh and dis-
cover if the Dutch had;secured any‘more‘treaties<with these same Indians.
“If there were new treaties,'the'English representatives were to offer
more to the tribes than the‘Detch or the Ffench hed, and tlus sequre the
friendship of the tribeehen. Furthermdre, the Ihdiane were to be a8
sured that 1n the future any trouble between a white man from the
Engllsh colonies and a member of any tribe that had a treaty with the
English would be handled with'eomplete justice, thus glving the red man
e mnen
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rights that he had not always been accorded.’l This promise was of some
value when in 1664 the Indians around Narragansett Bay transferred their
land to the English, Along with the transfer 6f land, the Indians re-
quested recognition aé subjecfs of the English and protection from their
enemies, If this were not agreed to, the land and the trade would go to
another nation, Since the colonists desired this land, they agreed to
the requests of the tribe and signed a treaty granting their requests.32
This treaty had the additional benefit of increasing the number of
Indians in the English‘alliance against the Dutch,

At the same timé Charles II ordered all governors of New England to
protect thelr colonies and not to let any neighbors selze land that
rightfully belonged to the English, "as the Datch have lately done. "33
A1l governors were to join together and assist each other ™in recovering
our right in these plaées.now possessed by the Dutch and reducing them
to an entire obedience and submiséioﬁ to our government.“Bu

Thus each side was determined to hold the lands and trade that they
had claimed, and was equally deterinined to use forece to accomplish their
goals., The Directors of the West India Company wrote that "last May
four ships sailed from Porﬁsmouth with 300 soldiers to take possession
“of Néw Nethefland or at least Long Island."35 The Dutch now feared an

actual invasion by the English., Little aid was forthcoming to the

colony from the Hague; they were advised to protect themselves and not
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to attempt to regain any lost territory from the English.36 On Septem=
ber 5, 1664, the Directors wrote that the English had four frigates and
over 600 soldiers waiting to invade New Netherland. The defenders had
fow supplies or armed force to repel the invaders and could expect little
help from Holland. They wrote thatvthe English commander had graciously
extended a generous offer, that if they agreed to surrender their homes,
families, and rights would be safe; but if they refused to surrender,
all would be destroyed, To prevent the total destruction of all they
owned, the Directors agreed fo surrender.37

The actual disrqption of relations began with the seizure of Dutch
trading vessels in Boston Harbor ordered by Colonel Nicholls, as prizes
of war with rewards for their captufe.38 By September all the plans for
the capture of New Amsterdam were complete and ready to be put into ef-
feot, Colonial Cartwright met with the leaders of local tribes, the
Magues and Synicks, at Fort Albanyzto discuss the forthecoming attack on
the Duteh, At Albany the Indians signed a treaty whereby they agreed
that they would be able to get all their future goods from the English
as they once had from the Dutchj also they were to bring all their prob-
lems to the English governor. In return the English had to promise not
to help the enemies of these two tribes, and if the Maques or Synicks
were attacked by any enemy, the English promi#ed to protect them. Hencew-
forth, the tribesmen agreed to bring all their furs to the English.39
The potential drain on the Dutch wealth meant that this treaty
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represented the financial ruin of New Netherland.

With the surrounding tribes seemingly neutral, it was noﬁ-time for
the English to use their military plans and remove the Dutch from the
New World once anﬂ for all, In August, 1664, the BEnglish forces captured
New Amsterdam., With the loss of the principal city actual control of the
entire colony fell to England, Colonel Nicholls reported the great
victory to the King and at the same time warned that it could easily
turn into a major defeat unless the mother country continued her assis-
tance to the troops in the area.

} The news of the surrender did not reach Holland until October 25,
1664, when the Dutch learned of the fall of New Netherland into English
hands, Ehgland had renamed New Amsterdam New York and had thus seized
an area of great importance to the fur trade.uo Dutch statesmen and
particularly the traders and merchants wanted to recover the lost terri-
tory at once. But, unable to prove what had really happened in the New
World, the States General hesitated to do anything hostile until England
would admit to aggressive actions in America, Finélly in November of
1664, the King of England publicly admitted that he had ordered the at-
tacks on the Dutch colonies in Africa and America, and was making them
part of the English empire.ul

The Dutech had restrained themselves so that the world could see the
justice of their side; But by December it was clear that the hostili-
ties could not be solved by negotiations, whereupon the Hague ordered

the Duteh fleet to attack the English whenever encountered and to harass
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them at as little expense to themselves as possi’l.bil.e.""2 This order began
several years of armed conflict that was costly to both countries and
would eventually end at the conference table in a stalemate over the
issues.

The years up to 1664 had seen the almest total domination of the
fur trade by the Dutch of New Netherland. The first sericus setback to
this control came in 1664 with the loss of New Netherland to English
control, Bat the struggle oveér this rich fur bearing district of America
was far from being over, for the Dutech had laid the foundations for a
profitable trade that was just beginning to return their original in-
vestments, They were not going to lose control of this important area
without an all-out effort against England. Just such an effort by the
Dutch against the English for control of New York in the years 1664 to

1674, will be seen in the next chapter.

M2ms4., 287.



CHAPTER III
ENGLISH VICTORY, 1664-1674

Before being pushed out of New Netherland, the Duteh had existed for
almost seventy years in a vital area of America. Thus they had shaped
the course of American history during a considerable time. The struggle
of the Dutch for the furs influenced many events. A conteﬁporary, Wlliam
WTaxall, noted this fact when he observed that "trade and policy were in.
separable, but the trade was the ultimate end of all wolicy."™ The
Judgment of the activities of the Dutch has been that "the pivotal fact
in early American history was the alliance between the Five Nations and
the white men on the Hudson River, first the Dutch, afterwards, EnglishM?
The Dutch were not ready yet to yleld to the English supremacy in North ,
America in 1664, still having hopes of maintaining control of the fur
trade,

The strong point in Dutch commercial policy was the establishment of
one particular company to run the trade and thus cut down oﬁ the expenses
of middlemen., But there were inherent weaknesses in this system, such as
its inecluding a feudal plan of colonization, whereas freedom of the
individual would have meant more thriving economic conditions. The small
number of colonisﬁs to manage the trade was g drawback against the nu-
merical superiority of the English, although it was due to religlous
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toleration and prosperity in Holland which made the venture inte the
wilderness unattractive to settlers. These weaknesses contributed to
the ease of the English victory in 166k,

After the capture of New Netherland by the forces of the Duke of
York the international scene became more tranquil. The King of England
explained his attack on the Dutch on the grounds that they had been ob-
strueting English trade and must be eliminated,3 This being done by the
New England governors, conditions in the colonies once more settled down
to the everyday matters of itrade and business, so necessary for survival
in New York.

In 1664, with the hope of encouraging the trade and conditions of

the former Dutch subjects in New York, Peter Stuyvesant wrote several
requests to the Duke of York. He stated that the beaver trade was the
most important industry in the colony and that cheap Dutch goods had
been responsible for the profits since the Indians preferred the Dutch
products, Now that the Dutch no longer had these goods to offer the
Indians, the latter might take ﬁheir trade to the French, and the colony
would lose this prefit. The main threat was now the French in Canada,

whobhad already encroached as close as a half day’s journey from the Mo
hawks with goods once purchased from the Dutch and now promised to the
English, Stuyvesant feared that this loss of trade would result in
fewer products to lure passing ships into the harbors to trade; and if
this happened then the town would slowly die. He proposed to make sure
that this condition did not arise, that England allow the United Nether~
lands to send three or four ships a year to trade and maintain relations
with New York.n If this was not permitted, he wrote, the colony would

cease to exist within a year., After considering the reasoning behind
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the requests, the Duke of York agreed to allow three ships a year to come
from Holland to New York for trade purposes.

The Duke of York agreed so readily to these suggestions because he
also received. a letter from Colonel Nicholls, British commander of New
York, stating the need for many more trading ships to come to New York,
He mentioned that the Datch had supplied almost all of New England with
trade articles, not to mention essential food and clothing; without this
trade support not only the Dutch but the English colonies would fail.

In the present situation, according te Nicholls, the Dutch must be al-
lowed to continue their trade in order to prevent severe conditions in
the colonies during the winter. In addition, if the Dutch were refused
permission to continue their trading, they might grow so dissatisfied
under English rule that they would actively encourage the Dutch West
India Company to attempt to recapture the colony.5 Basing his action on
these two letters, the Duke of York agreed to allow the Dutch te continue
trading in New York and block all French attempts to gain control of the
fur trade.

In 1666 the French were trying to do just that, to control the
trade, by launching an attack against England's powerful allies, the Mo-

hawks. The Mohawks, encouraged by New York, had been successful in
interfering with the French trade with Indians farther west. The gover~
ndr of New France led 600 volunteers in what he styled a retaliatory
migssion to avenge some Frenchmen killed and robbed by the Mohawks in one
of their raids against the western tribes,6 The Mohawks appealed to
Colenel Nichells for assistance, and he immediately requested the sur-

rounding colonists to lend aid te the Indians., However, the colonists

5Tbid., 6970.

6Ibid., 118,
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refused because they feared an attack from surrounding tribes who were
enemies of the Mohawks and friends of the French.

England hoped that they would be able to aveid all danger inter-
nationally in this situation by remaining neutral on the surface. Yot
they suggested to Colonel Nicholls to consider "whether it may not be
good to let the French and Mohawks try it out a while, and if the Dutch
can be kept from supplying of them, their necessities, with the opposi-
tion of the Mohawks, will weaken them and put them into so bad a con-
dition that they be farr easier dealt with by all."7 Whatever its ethies
this was a logical desire, to weaken the strong Mohawk tribe and thus ine
sure its rellance upon and subjugation te the English, The Mohawks,
facing a costly and losing battle, sent out messengers to sue for a truce
with the French in hopes of rebuilding their strength and position, The
Mohawk commissioners were received with great friendliness in Quebec.

The French authorities welcomed the conference, but for their own pur-
posesi they wanted to lure the Indian leaders away from home while pre-
paring a final attack to destroy the tribe at the same time as the
mesting, The governor of New York, Winthrop, saw through this ruse and
wrote England that "I had intelligence from both Captain Baker, commander
of Fort Albany, and from divers chiefs Indians, that it was designed and
endeavoured by the French to draw these people into a confederacy with
them, upen pretenss...that their intent was to make warre against the
Mohaques lﬁbhawki?...."B

Infermation secured at that time indicated that the Dutch merchants
were encouraging the French to attack the Mohawks and the English.

Colonel Nicholls wrote to Mr. Arendt Van Curler, a leading Dutch

7Ibid., 121.
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merchant, that he knew that the French and the Dutch were working to=-
gother to stir up the Indians against the English, and predicted that
when the French had accomplished that purpose they would then ignore the

Dutch. According to Nicholls, the main reason that the French were

interested in Datch help was to assist in destroying the beaver trade at
Albany,® Once this was an accomplished fact, the Dutch would be of no
more use to the French and would go the same way that it was planned for

the English to go., Realizing their position between the two great na-
tions, one is amazed that the Dutch were able to survive on the conti-
nent as long as they did.

The authorities in New York were greatly opposed to the Mohawks su-
ing for peace with the French without their advice, and the commissioners
at Albany were encouraged to go to Quebec with the Indians and assist in

making the peace treaty. Their purpese was to make sure that the treaty
would not be harmful to English interests, and at the same time to warn
to Mohawks of the real reasons behind the French desire for peace.
These reasons were presented to the Indians thus: "the truth of their
designs is to ingross the whole of the bsaver trade for they see plainly
their attempts upon the Maques [Mohawks/ will £211.%10  The commissioners
were successful and prevented the peace treaty and meeting between the
Mohawks and the French, and in turn the Mohawks again became staunch
Bnglish allies,

Now that the threat from the French had been turned aside, the enly
remaining task was to reaffirm old trade rights with the Indians., In

1667 the governor of New York signed a treaty with the Six Nations and
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the Mahikander o the River Indians.11 The Iroquois told the English
that they wanted to live in peace with them, and in 1668 the former gave

Colonel Nicholls two young boys as’ presents to indicate their desire for
.rpeaceful relations.l2
_The French at the same time also signed a peace treaty with the Six
Nations,13 but the Iroqu01s would not -agree to be under subjugation to
"any nation. »The Iroquois~were-maintaining a middle road of neutrality
";.that was of 1mportance to. the ex1stence of their nation and of the fur |
;trade. Now that the English and- French had cemented their relations
‘ «with the tribes, they were able to extend their commerce among the na-
}tives without threat of wr.

1 Also in the year 1667 peace was settled among England France, and
‘the United Netherlands, in the Treaty of Breda...The most important is-
d sue for H01land was the'official yielding of'New~Nether1and to Colonel
| ‘Nicholls as the representative of the Duke of York, as a result of the
o English Victory in 1664 14 The Dutch were more' willing to:lose New Ne-

‘therland:thanaNew:Netherland WS, But the Dutch merchants were riot

,satlsfied with these agreements and constantly urged forcible recapture
of New Netherland This pressure resulted in the third and last war be-
tween the English and Dutch which began in 1673 and ended in 1674, - But

-before this situation: actually took place conditions had to become fa-
"vorable for>seizure‘ofxthe.area‘1n,the New~Wbrld.

. In November of 1668 the English Board of Trade reported to the King

’ 1JColden, The Hlstory of the Five Indian Nations, 19..
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on conditions in New York during that year. The main complaint in this
report cohcerned the Duke's permission for three or four ships a year
from Holland to come to New York to trade. The English merchants in the
colony were said to be suffering from a loss of trade'tdvthe Dutech mer-
chants because of this agreement, and a resulting decféaéé of customs
duties to the mother country. The Board had investigated'#he conditions
‘and complaihts,vand now advised the king that his obligaf%oﬁ to the
Dutch to permif.these ships had been fulfilled in the firétRSix months
‘after the seizure of New Netherland. The Board ruled that s;nce the
colony was currently prospering, the reasons for allowing th; ships weré
no longer present, and the free trading rights of the Dutéhvin the
colony should be prohibited, It was agreed by the Board that unless the
Dutch traders' activities ceased, the English trade of the colony would
be rained; demand for products from the home country would even be af-
fected, for colony and mother were closeiy inter-related, and loss of
colonial trade affected the factories in Engiand and Ifeland. Further-
_more, éince the Dutch were not allowing the Eﬁglish traders to compete
'for théir colonial products, England was not bound to open her ports to
Dutch competition, On this reasoning, the king renouncéd ﬁhe Dutech
right to enter New York and use their free trade privileges. From this
date onwards, any nation that attempted to trade with New York had to
~have the consent of the mother country, and if they did not recei#e such
permission the consequences would be severe.l5 This law was strictly
enforced despite protests from the Datch in Hollahd and New York, It
led to bitter feelings on the part of the Dutch merchants in New York

and contributed to the demand for Datch seizure of that colony.

1 -
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While general conditions in the whole colony improved during the

latter 1660's, the cities of New York and Albany remained the prinecipal
centers of population and trade. Both towns existed solely on trade

with the Indians, England and the West Indies,‘ang they shipped out pri-
marily beaver and tobacco.16 The Datch settlers in the colony, after
the recent decree, were relied upon to imprdve tﬁgyagricultural stan-
dards of the colbny, while the English were involved with the fur trade.
- Yet the former Dutch colonists-wefe not overly fond of their new masters
and their lowly role in the business of the commnity; after all, they
once had dominated the business and fur trade, so they constantly urged
Holland tq buy the colony back from the English. But nothing came of
* these hints to Holland.17
From 1664 to 1673 the English traders were active in their efforts

to establish cordial relations with their neighbors, the Five Tribes,

sending lavish gifts that were really bribes for the chiefs in return
~for valnable land and trade. The League still refused to allow forts
to be built in their land, particularly one desired by the English at
Niagara. The Indians realized that such a foft would be built upon the
crossroads of the fur trade that was coming from the far nations and
would make their position as middlemen in the trade very vunerable to the
English., The Iroquois needed these far western pelts for their own
prosperity and would agree to nothing that would jeopardize their po=-
sition and control of the fur trade.18

The English also relied heavily upon the activities of interpreters
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in their policy making with the Indians. These men came, usually, from

lower income Dutch families in Albany. Most of the interpreters were

fur traders and served as messangers for the governor, besides reporting
the desires and actions of the Indians to New York. Soon these men be=

came almost an institution, were regarded as a regular part of the

government of the colony, and were of valuable service to furthering the
trade relations between the Iroquois and NewY’ork.,l9

In 1673 the colonial government, acting in fear of an impending
Dutch attaék upon New York, sent a report to the Board of Trade which
related the activities of the Dutch in the area and held that they were
interrupting the trade to England and diverting it teo Holland., While
these activities worried colonial officials, the colonists themselves
were not too concerned, being closely tied to the Dutch socially as well
as in matters of business. Too many Englishmen were busy making their
own wealth to worry about losing New York. While the Board admitted
that some action should be taken to protect the settlers, they did not
act ih time to prevent the recapture of New York by the Dutch.20

One Robert Hodge gave his version of the recapture of New York as
he stood on shore and watched the attack. He stated that on July 28,
1673, the Dutch sailed into the harbor with twelve ships of war and
twelve prizes they had captured, The ships had to stop a shert way in
the harbor due to bad weather, and, while waiting for the weather to
change, the Dutch on Long Island boarded the ships and told the comman
der of the condition of the English fort, Captain Mamming of the

English fort went abroad the Generall and wanted to know what the Dutch

) 190¢ca11aghan (ed.), NYCD, III, 333334, 776, 8ubs IV, 22.23, 43,
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desired. Their reply was that "they came to take the place, which they
saide was their owne and thyr owne they would have, "2+ Captain Manning,
asking for some time to get his fort ready, was teld that he had a half-
hour to decide, after which the Dutch would attack. After the half-hour
passed, the Generall fired a broadside inte the fort, with English guns
answering by raking the ship., One Englishman was killed as he raised
himself on the fort wall, waving his sword. The fort held out for four
hours, as long as they had ammunition, and then lowered the flag. The
sixty-elight men of the fort were placed as prisoners of war on the Dutch
ships, and the Dutch proceeded to capture two more English ships. Bew
fore the Dutch ships sailed out of the harbor, the conqusrors turned the
town and fort over to newly elected Dutch officials,?2

While all this was happening the English governor and the rest of
his garrison were in Esopus, a nearby village, where they had gone to
renew treaties with neighboring Indians. The latter, having been stirred
by the Dutch to the point of war, were calmed by this visit from the
governor, and renewed their allegiance to the English. But this treaty
had 1little effect, since by the time the Governor weturned to the fort
the English no longer controlled New Y@rk°23 By the time the news of the
recapture of New York reached Bngland, the peace conferences between the
Duteh and the English had been under way for some time,

News of the capture was Joyfully received in Holland, where the

States-General recelved a letlter sayings Ythat his entire province of

2loo1lections of the New York Historical Society (New Yorks Pre-
sented by the Seciety, 1868), 183,
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New Netherland, consisting of three cities and 30 villages, was to the
great joy of its good inhabitants, on the 9th of August last, reduced
again under the obedience of your High Mightiness and his Serene High-
ness, their lawful and Native Sovereigns from whose protection thevaere
cut off about nine years ago in time of peace.“zh But this Jjoy was not
to be long lived for the colonists in New Netherland.

The loss of colonies in other areas of the world forced the Dutch,
in December of 1673, to approach Charles II of England with an offer for
peace, The Dutch agreed to accept the Treaty of Breda and to restore to
sach country the celonies that each had won during the war. The Dutch
were sure that England would want the return of her colonies and New
York, and the Netherland could suffer the cost of 1osing New Netherland
but not any of her other colonies.

Charles II wrote to the States-General in March, 1674, citing the
sixth article of the proposed agreement, which agreed to the return of
all colonies to their prior owners for securing peace.25 This was the
agreement that the Dutch were hoping for, and on March 6, 1674, they
agreed to the King’s propesal, btut only if the Dutch inhabitants would
not be melested by the English and would be allowed to keep their lands,
homes and all thelir possessions and the rights that they had possessed
under the Duteh026 Charles II agreed to the reguest, and the resulting
treaty of Colegne brought peace in Europe and the new world between the

Dateh and the English,z? Yet the treaty of Colegne did 1ittle more than
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restore areas taken during the war to their owners prior to the con=

flict.28

Charles II wanted immediate possession of New Netherland. The
Dutch were to turn the command of New Amsterdam or New York over to Sir
Edrmnd Andros as early as possible.29 Andros, by orders received in
July, was to proceed to New York and officially receive it from the
Duteh, and settle all problems arising from the transfer of govern-
ment.BO

Shortly after Charles II reclaimed New York he officially granted
it to his brother James, who was now Duke of York.31 Robert Livingston
arrived in New York about the time of the transfer of government and re-
corded his impressions of the scene. He described conditions as cha-
otic. The colony was in confusion, all business was disrupted, and
merchants of Massachusetts were attempting to gain control of the trade
for their own colony. The situation brought an end to the direct trade
that had existed between Albany merchants and those in Springfield. From
this time onward, all trade goods, especially furs, were to go through
New York City if they were to be shipped abroad. At New York each
trader had to pay a tax or duty of three pence a fur, even if the furs
were going to Boe,ton.32 This new law broke the attempt of Massachusetts

28Francis Whiting Halsey, The Old New York Frontier: Its Wars with
Indians and Tories, Its Missionary Schools, and Titles, 1614-1800 (New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902), 89.
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31Lavmencc Leder, Robert Livingston and the Politics of Colonial
New York (Published for the Institute of Early American Culture &nd So-
cletys vt Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1959), 10.

320*Callaghan (ed.), NYCD, III, 217.



50

to seize the trade and gave New York control of the export of the furs
from ﬁhat area and the center of the fur trade.

This shift of trade‘throﬁgh New York City made business more diffi.
cult for the merchants of Albany. The one factor that still made Albany
important in the fur trade was her unique geographic location, which made
her the center of trade with the Iroguois. As long as the Six Nations
had anything to barter, Albany's néarness to the interior rivers and
coastal harbors would make the city important in any matter that per-
tained to the fur trade, the Iroquois, and trade with Canade or Europe.
And the trade and the IndianS'wdﬁld be of importance until the English
finally forced the withdrawal of the PFrench in 1763,

In Albany, the most important people came to be the former Dutch
éitizens who traded with the Indians. These men cultivated the Indian
trade, considering it their own, and resented the intrusion of anyone.
Albany merchants tried to control this trade as long as possible te the
‘exclusion of men from the New England towns, 3 Nevertheless, with the
withdrawal of the Dutch as competitors in the area of New York, and with
the Duke fegaining sole management of this area for England, changes
- were bound to occur.

The Dutch had laid the baéis of government and settlement, and more
importantly, the foundation of trade}that was passed along to England in
1674, Now England had the opportunity to develop her owm system of trade
in the area of New York, Yet Dutch inf}uence can be seen in the English

policies that evolved from 1674 to 1688. These changes and their effect
on the fur trade will be discussed in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER IV
ENGLISH TRADE POLICIES, 1674-1688

After England assumed control of the New York colony from the Dutch,
they gradually modified the trade policies that had existed for years
and which had been established on a local level. The changes actually
began in 1660 when thé Couneil of Trade was established, as previously
mentidned.1 This trade couneil discussed all issues of Indian relatiens,
boundary disputes between the colonies and foreign nations, and common
defense for the‘colonies,band attempted to encourage the industries of
the colonies.?

The chief policy, which changed 1little through the years, was one
of maintaining all alliances and treaties with the League of the Six Na-
tions and with the Indians of the southwest, or the interior tribes.
These agreements were the basis of a defensive stand against the French
in Canada and the Spanish in Florida. Included in this policy was a plan
to set thé tribes against each other so that, in thelr weakened state,
the English could control them for their own purposes. Of course, the
main objective during this period was te encourage the growth and profit

of the fur trade with the natives.2
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A precedent the Council established was that of purchasing Indian
friendship by giving presents to the agreeing tribes and individuals.
The natives came to expect the gifts at all conferences, and the British
government aceepted the consequent expense as a responsibility that must

be met, These gifts were presented to the Irequolis, for instance, when
there was a threat of war, when 2 new governor had arrived and treaties
had to be renewed, or on any other special oceasion,

An important question discussed at the conferences where the gifts
were distributed, was the establishment of English forts in the Iroquois
land, These outposts were supported by the mother country from various
fuands and by donations from New York and the other colonies.* The
neighboring colonies, realizing that the New York border must be pro-
tected lest they also suffer during time of war, offered assistance to
maintain the forts, This support from the colonies came only in cases
of emergency, and the rest of the time New York alone had to pay the
balance of the costs. To get as much money as she could from England,
the colony frequently petitioned for assistance.

Whenever a colony needed money, soldiers, guns, or supplies, the
Governor of that colony sent a2 request to the Council for the desired
goods, After approving the request, the Council sent it to the Treasury
to be filled, Then, if ships were available, the goods were sent to the
ecolony., But if there were no ships'available, the colony must wait on
the pleasure of the mother country. This was a lengthy process that made
it difficult for the colonies to receive supplies as quickly as they were
needed by the settlers. Because of this situation, the colonists were

often left to their own devices to solve their problems; England was
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éimply too far away to be of use. Thus actual finai control of trade
matters;blaws, and business decisions, despite the theery, often lay in
the hands of the local government.

- This system was probably the greatest inheritance from the Dutch to
the English, having originally been set up under Governor Stuyvesant.
This method allowed the governor to select local officials from a list of
men considered qualified by the town officials. The governor had these
men placed on the court of trade as mégistrates, and they then controlled
the trade pelicies of the colony, This way of selecting local officials
was begun in 1665 by the Dutch.and was very successful in administrating
local problems.

The magistrates influenced the governor's decisions by supplying
information obtained from local traders. However, the local government
was more often interestéd.in increasing tﬁe proéperity of their immediate
area than in thét of the entire colony or the empire. The governor was
forced to follow the advice of loéalvofficials, however, because they
had closer relations with the Indiéns than even his cwn officials and
could thus control the tribes, vAs long as the governor and local of-
ficials were in harmony, the trade progressed with a degree of stability.

Albany became particularly important in 1675 because of the near
extinction of the beaver in other areas of English North America.

" Government officials stated that "the one constant factor in Britain's
policy was the policy of Albany."5 A1l of the coastal lands had long
been trapped out, and the traders had been forced to journey far inte

the interior in search of the rich pelts., Now almost a2ll of the

5Buffinton, "The Policy of Albany and the English Westward Expan
sion," 335.
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available furs had‘to come from the land around the Great Lakes and the
rivers that flowed into the Mississippi. Albany, as the closest post to
the Laekes and the River, was the largest town in New York during the co-
lonisal period, Due to its size and close relatioﬁs with the Iroquois,
Albany soon became the center of ﬁhe fur trade, and the opinions of the
Albany ﬁagistrates regarding trade or Indian affairs were quite influ-
ential.6 ‘

The governor of New York in 1675 was Edmind Andros, who was fairly
adroit at maintaining an equilibrium betweeﬁ the roysl and local inter-
‘ests, mainly those of Albany, in the fur trade. Quickly he realized
that anything that‘affected the Iroquois had to have the approval of the
officials at Albany.7‘ But Andros did hot want to be entirely excluded
from control of the trade nor hﬁve it under the’compléte influence of the
biased traders at Albany. To sélve the problem, he established a board
in 1675 tq act as Indian Commissioners and keep him informed of the
activities of the English and fhe Indians at Albany, All matters of ime
portance between the.two were to be negotiated by Andros. The establish-
ment of this Board soon gave the governor more voice in the activities
and control of the fur trade as well as more influence over the Five
Tribes.8

One of the first men éppointed to this Board was Robert Livingston,
who in later years became Well known for his trading policies and his
handling of Indian relations throughout the colony, In 1675 Livingston

proposed a separate charter for Albany. In this plan, he listed four

Ciraxall, Abridgment, xv,
70'Callaghan (ed.), NYCD, III, 217-219, 223, 224,

8Leder, Robert Livingston, 15.
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reasons for such a charter, most of which related to inereasing the fur
trade., The four reasons were: first, the town wanted the fur trade as

a monopely with no interferencé from outsiders; segond, the town was to
be recognized ag a ﬁbody politique™; third, something had to be done to
stop the Van Rensselaers from ruining the town's trade by their own

. activities; fourth, the licenses given out by the governor to all hunters
mist be stopped since they were ruining the town's finances by destroying
the trade.9 The entire_document demonstrated the importance of the fur
trade to the financial existence of Albany and to the entire colony of -
New York, and thus the mother coﬁntry. Livingston quickly came into a
position of leadership in the colony and found many supporters of his
ideas on regulating the fur trade.

In 1675 a generai uprising of the Indians, known as King Philip's
war, disturbed the fur trade. During the conflict Albany became a de-
fensive barrier for New York and the other northern colonies against the
, Indian hordes. Andros managed to persuade the Iroquois to remain as
faithful allies of the English and stay neutral. This agreement on the
pért of the Iroquois made them valuable as a buffer against any attempts
by the French to invade New York during the war and also allowed the
trade to continue with little interference at Albany.

" The importance of the firm loyalty of the Iroquois league was seen
~in this conflict. The frontier of New York had to be defended, and the
officials in London even went so far as to try to organize an interw
colonial action for this defense. This plan failed because of the jeal-

ousies among the New England and Southern colonies, The defense of all

bid,, b
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the éolonies then remained the alliance of the League against the French
until the French were removed és a threat,l0

Because New York did not face any serious threat during King
Philip*s War, thanks to the Iroquois, Andros limited his activity to
trying‘to prevent any aid from going to Indians who were attacking other
colonies. He began by forbidding the sale of powder and guns to the
Indians.l1 After the end of the war the sale of arms resumed, with the
Iroquois being favored in the trading.l2 Andros also attempted to con=-
solidate the trade for the merchants of New York alone. All traders had
~to buy and seli their products at New York City, making sure that the
duties on the goods were paid, and thus the proceeds of the markets
"stayed in New York.1>

At the conclusion of the war, Andros sent a report on conditions in
| New York to the‘Cquncil of Trade. In this report the feelings of the
people of Boston and Massachusetts were blamed for the war, since these
colonies hated and feared the French so that they did all in their power
to break the French trade. The French, in time, encouraged the Indians
to attack the English settlers with promises of French aid if they suc-
ceeded. If Boston had listened to Andros, the report went on, the war
could have been prevented or at least would not have been so destructive,
Governor Androsvreported his offer to have the Iroquois fight against

Philip and Boston's rejection of the offer. Andros said that he had

a

10gerbert L. Osgood, The American Colonies in the Bighteenth Cen-
tury (New York: Columbia University Press, 1924), I, 6264,
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then prevented the Iroqueis from joining with Philip.

In spite of this assistance on the part of Andros and New York,
Boston eriticized Albany for supposedly selling Philip guns and supplies,
vhich Andros said was a tale "of malice and Envy,..for the govermment of
Massachusetts loves no government that is not 1like their own,...and al-
ways encouraging an interloping trade™ in New York because they feared
the loss of their own trade.lu. Andros' proof that the sale of guns was
forbidden on threat of death did much to gquiet Boston, but the Boston-
ians remained suspicious of Albany traders. Soon recriminations were
forgotten as trade slowly returned to normsl and with it prosperity.

As a result of Philip's defeat, the Five Nations were completely in
control of the area around Albany. Now the Iroquois did not have to
worry about the threat of other confederacies, and they could turn to
consclidating their hold on the remaining small tribes. English guns,
again being sold at Albany, helped the Iroquois quickly to conguer the
sarrounding tribes. The League again ruled the English coleny and the
fur trade.

Because of the sudden increase of the Leagus’s power, the colonists

of Virginia and Maryland asked Andros to arrange a conference between

the Iroquois and their own colonial representatives to discuss a mutual
peace, In 1677 such a treaty was signed; but only the Mohawks firmly
kept the peace. The other tribes continued to be influenced by the
French and raided settlements in Virginia and Maryland,15 This situation

caused relations between New York, which was net attacked, and the other

colonies to deteriorate.

Wpsd,, 242,

15Colden, The History of the Five Indian Nations, 20-21.




58

The e¢itizens of Albany also renewed their requests to Andros that
he give them 2 monopoly on the fur trade, in order te keep the Indians
from moving into Canada in search of more goods. On Augast 22, 1678,
Andros declared that the Indiahs of the Mohawks, Machican, and River

Tribes could always keep their lands around Albany, and never fear of

losing their way of life. August 23 saw the governor giving Albany com-
plete control of the fur trade, although he stipulated that all goods
going from Albany to Burope or any other colony must first be shipped

through New York City.16 Despite the new monopoly, Albany merchants
also had to submit their goods to the merchants in New York if they

wanted them shipped and pay the tax the merchants asked. By this means
the fur trade of Albany was encouraged, but not at a loss to the whole
colony, The system would succeed only as long as the alliances with the
Indians remained intact and the fur trade prospered.

Andros reported to the Board of Trade in 1678 that the furs from

Albany were weighing "50,000 tons™ yearly and that the duties paid on
‘each fur shipped out of New York City was "one shilling and three pence
on exported beaver and three percent on all imported goods."17 These
figures showed the Board that the trade was improving and that relations
with the Indian tribes were even better than in the past. The foundation
of the system laid by the Dutch was Jjust beginning to pay off,

The Iroquois tribes continued to mdlest Virginia and Maryland
to such an extent that these colonies again requested a conference
with the chiefs of the League. Andros immediately called a conference
with Colonel William Kendall and Colonel Southly Littleton, and the
chief sachems of the Iroquois. Colonel Kendall spoke first to the
Oneida, telling them that they already had provoked the settlers enough

to cause a wary and that it was only the intervention of Andros and his

promise that the Indians wanted to live in peace that prevented such

16Leder, Robert Livingston, 16.
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action., The Indians were to promise not to "offend or molest our People
or Indians living amongst us."18 At this same conference Colonel Kendall
. introduced new laws of the colonies to the Indians. Whenever he came up=-
on a "christian,"” the Indian was to stand still and put down his gunj if
he did not, he would be looked upon as an enemy and killed.19 This pro-
cedure was to save Indian lives, since many settlers were roaming the

woods and could not distinguish friendly Indians from enemies,

The Five Nations agreed to these terms, and on March 21, 1678, the
Senecas renewed their peace with the Englishj on September 23 the Onoda-

gas did the same, and on Febrmary 15 the Oneldas followed. They prom-
ised that they were Bngland®s faithful subjects and would "keep the

chain" of peace.20 In July of 1679 the Mohawks acknowledged themselves
as subjects of the English.21 Thus did the Nations align themselves
with England,

A1l the English wanted was the Indians' agreement not to attack the
colonies, and if members of any nation signing the pact did so the
guilty party should be turned over to the officials of the colony for
punishment. All problems between the English and Indians were hence=-
forth to be discussed by representatives before any violence was used.22
The English agreed to ratify their long standing agreement that the

Indians would be able to present their case before the courts just like

18Colden, History of the Five Indian Nationms, 28«29,
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any Christian,?23

Thus the efforts to win the alliasnce with the Irogquois continued
into the 1680%'s. For this struggle, the English had more to offer than
their only remaining competitor, the French. They had goods of better
quality and lower prices, with the main item sold being the woolen duf-
fels and outer garments made of better material than the French goods of
luxury cloth, Also, the English rum was cheaper than the French brandy.
Frontenaec, as governor of New France, commented on this subject in 1681,
noting that beaver skins.were worth more at Albany than Mentreal, as
mich as one~third or even one-=half more. He claimed that the English
were using the trade to intrigue among the Indians to the ruin of the
French trade°24 These factors in favor of the English were not over-
looked by the Iroquois. In England, however, the Board of Trade began
+to wonder why, if this trade was so profitable, was the mother country
not obtaining mors revenue from the customs house at Albany. The result
was an investigation of the affairs of the customs taker, a Mr., Dyre,
who was giving the Dutch traders a rebate on the customs paid of 12
shillings instead of the required 15 shillings per skin, After this the
Crown knew how valuable the trade was and kept a tight control on the
éustoms c@llection.zs

In 1682 Maryland finally persuaded the Five Nations to sign a treaty
whereby the Indians agreed not teo attack that colony or jein with any
other nations who wanted to attack themg if such an offense were com-

mitted, the League was to deliver the culprit to the proprietor for

23Tpid., III, 322-328,
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>Ipunishment.26 If any problems arose, Jacob Young, who lived near the
tribes, was to be informed, and he would call the colonial commissioner

to solve the problem.27 The Indians stated that the only reason that
they had attacked Virginia and Maryland in the past was that they had
been drunk; thus were sorry that they could not hand over the leaders
of the raid, for the latter had died in the attack; but they would pay
five hundred beaver skins in compensation for the losses of the raid.28
The commissioner from Maryland, Henry Coursey, reminded the tribes to
keep out of the lands claimed by Maryland and Virginia, or they would be
attacked, He wanted to know just why the Iroquois attacked the peaceful
Piscatoway Indians, who were allies of Maryland., The Indian chiefs re-
plied that they would not come into the colony's areas any more and that
the same Jacob Young had encouraged them to get rid of the competition
of the other Indians,2”

Thus in 1682 peace seemed assured for the New Bngland colonies for
the time. That year was also important for another reason, for in 1682
Colonel Thomas Dongan was ordered to New York as governor of that colo=-
ny.30 Colonel Dongan'®s arrival heralded changes in colonial polieies
and the growth of the intersectional phase of the fur trade for England,
Dongan saw the important relation between trade and Indian policies. In
a letter he revesled his thoughtsj the Indians had traded with the

English for thirty years and were now bound to the English and rmst

26Thid,, 321
27To1d, , 322-323.
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remain so, or else the English would lose the country, the beaver trade,
and control over the_Indians.31 ‘This one man represented all that had
merged as trading policies of England and Holland since 1674 in New York.

To Dongan the fur tréde-meaht a way of winning a new empire for
Eﬁgland. If the nation could have control of the Irogquois it would have
a great advantage over the rival French. Governor Dongan realized the
French threat to the English coionies and to the entire North American
continent, They are, he wrote, "making a pretense as far as the Bay of
' _Mexico."32 It was not mereiy the trade that the French sought in 1682,
and to prevent French domiﬁation‘Dongan squght to strengthen even further
the ties between the’English and the Indians,

Tﬁe governorléalled for a new meeting of the Five Nations as soon as
possible, ‘His manner so imp?essedvthe Iroquois that they requested him
to put the Duke of York's éfmé,upon their camps as a sign to the French
that the Iroquois were allies of the English and under their protec=
tion.33 Dongan concludéd the conference with the advice to the tribes
to "keep a gobd understanding aﬁbng yourseIVesg.if any difference should
happen acqﬁaint me with it, and I will compose it. Make no covenant or
agreement with the French‘or any other nation, without my knowledge or

approbation."34

Then the Governor presented the Duke's arms to the
Indians and declared them to be subjects of England from that time on-
wards,

In 1684, after this defensive alliance had been signed, the

3Tpid., 510-511, 430.
32Ibid,, 394-395.

3colden, History of the Five Indian Nations, 39.
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Onondaga and Cayuga sachems declared that they always wanted to be allies
of'the English and protected by them.>” In return the English had se-
cured the possession of the valu#ble Susquehannah River valley and the
subjugation of thesebtwo tribés‘to'English influence,

In 1685 Albany finaliy received the charter that they had so long
desired, Dongan was able to appoint the maydr, recorder, clerk and
sheriff, and gave ﬁhe western fufvtrade'to the traders of Albany. But
all activiﬁies of these traders héd.to.pass the approval of the governor.
Thus the system of locél interést, as set up by the Dutch, was recog-
nized and stabiliied by Dongan, Dongan felt_thatVthis‘document was one
of the most important charters in the control Qf the Indian trade.36 By
the charter the Albahw interests "enjoyed the privilege, pre-eminence
and advantage of having within their walls the sole management of the
trade with all the Indianq.... 37 Thus the fur trade was. now a monopoly
of Albany, but the charter also said that this trade had always been
valuable to the advancemént of the toﬁn and the coleony., The trade ac-
tivities of Albany haa saved the town and the colony from the ravages of
war and had thus benefited both. |

Albany quickly acted on the new charter. In 1686 the town passed
fules punishing any infringement on the monopolys all persons suspected
of infringement were to be sworn to protect the trade.3® In this way
Albany was able to control the trade. But Dongén tried to broaden the

35Francls W. Halsey, The 0ld New York Frontler 1614-1800 (New York:
Charles Seribner's Sons, 1902), 89.
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trade by granting special licénses to some private individuals "to hunt

unmolested among the Indians in the province™ and to direct the western

trade to Albany.39

At the same time that Dongan was consolidating trade with the Five
Nations, the French were agtivelyjtrying to destroy it by encouraging
the Iroquols to continue attacking the Indiéns 1iving in the areas of
Virginia and Maryland,¥0 The French knew that they could not persuade
the Iroquois to attack New York, but'they hoped that attacks on other
colonies would disrupt relations between the Léague'and New York, How-
ever, Dongan refuséd to iét‘anything‘ruin the alliance with the Five
Nations. When Virginia and MAryland‘agaih protested the attacks of the
Iroquois, Dongan called another meéting in Albany. On July 30, 1684,
Lord Howard Effingham, the governor of Virginia, mét with the Iroquois.
He told the Iroquois that they had quickly forgotten what tﬁey had prom-
 ised Colonel Coursey, and now they were to pay for all the goods ﬁhat
' wéré,destrpyed in the réids.ul Dbngan ﬁersuaded‘Lofd Howard to inquire
of the Indians the reason for their attacks. |

The Onodagas and Cayugas blamed their actions on their receiving in
their villages French priestsiwho persuaded them to attack the English
in Virginia and Maryland, Thé Mohawks pointed out that the other tribes
had recelved the priests and had not attacked the English, At this |
point Dbngan suggested that the tribes not receive any more priests from

Calfa,ac:’la.)‘"2 Dongan was himself a Catholic and requested that England send

h ZZO'Callaghan (ed.), NYCD, IX, 197; Buffinton, "Policy of Albany,"
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more English priests to counter the influence of the priests from Canada.
English priests were from this time on to try to bring villages of
Catholic Indians undei the sway of England instead of F‘!:':aunce.)""3 Even
Robert Livingston warned of the "secret intrigues of the Jesuits and the
need to destroy their influenée'among the Five Nations.”ua»

The Iroquois replied that they had need of English protection
agalnst the French, or they would lose thelr land and the beaver trade,45
'_ The‘Indians_feared that the French were preparing to attack them. In
fact, Louis XIV had written to De La Barre, in Canada, saying "as it conw
E cerns.the good of my sefvice to diminish as much as possible the number
of‘Iroquois, and ‘as thesé savages are robust and stouf, will, moreover
serve with advantage in ga:lleys."l""6 De La Barre was then to attack the
Indians and send the defeated ﬁo sefve on the King's galleys for the rest
~of their lives. The French had Seén the English tradé prosper primarily
because of Iroquois,activities»ahd now desired to'eliminate the competi-
tion by destroying the Leagué.‘

Unfortunately for the Iroquois, France and Great Britain were at
‘peace at this time, Governor Dongan received orders to encourage the
ties of the Indians to the English but to do nothing that would cause
French complaint. Dongan wés to use only open and friendly methbds in
securing the trade and the Indians for England.47 This situnation gave

A —————
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the Frenéh an opportunity that they would not let pass. De la Barre re-
pcrfed that the Senecss had attacked the French traders and were holding
' some of these men prisonsers in their camps. The only possible response
to this act was to declars war,

De La Barre ordered the Jesuifs to divide the Irogquois among them-
selves and cause confusion to hlde the fact that the French were going
to attack the tribes, 'Aléo, an order weht oﬁt from Quebec to their
Indian allies to join in attacking the Iroquois. .But, strangely enough,
De la Barre also sent messengers to advise Dongan of.the attack.he The
Ffehch advisors were greatly‘upset at this action by De La Barre and
complained to Paris how ridiculous it was teo warn their enemies, They
knew that Dongan would relay the information to the Iroquois and assist
them in ﬁlanning theif defenses, for England would do all it could to
protect the Iroquois and ruin thé French trade,“g

This fear of the French advisers was correct. Although at peace,
Dongén called a council 1h August and advised the Iroquois in planning
their defenses. To the‘Indian call for military help, Dongan replied
that the Iroquois had brought the war on themselves, but that he would
offer some free advice. First, they were not to sign any peaée with the
French without his consent., Second, they should appeint ohe or two of
the wiser men of the tribe to be in charge of the entire war and to keep

their decisions secret. Third, they were to make peace with all the
other tribes and urge them to come to Albany to trade. They were also
to make overtures to the Northern Indians., Fourth, they should not let

any French priests come among them and should hide their corn and keep

480'Ca11aghan (ed.), Documentary History, I, 73.
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their warriors sober, 70 ‘

At the same tiﬁe, Dongan replied to De la Batre’s message, saying
that the FivevNations ﬁere under thevpfotection of the English govern-
ment and ﬁhat‘Engiand wouid profect:them.51 Dongan did not arm the
Iroquois and thus remained éésentiaiiyvneutral. The precautions proved
unnecessary when De La Barre an& his expedition reached the camp of ILa
Famine and found no supplies or suppoft;’they thereupon turned back to
Canada. | _'> |

Dongan reported to the Council that conditions had returned to
normal and that trade was onmce again‘prospefing. The French quarrel
was the result 6f their desire.fbr the trade and contrel over English
‘subjects.sz_ In reply, the Bdard of Trade suggested the enéouragement of
the trade and preventiqn.of others'faking part in it; to accomplish this
aim, Dongan should set uﬁ a local committee of trade, composed of well-
known men‘of the colony, ﬁho would report difectly to the Privy Coﬁncil
on all affairs of trade.53. Now that the thfeat of war had eased, the
demands of the govermment were to ﬁush the prosperous fur trade.

Governor Dongan reported that the trade was prospering due to the
~activities of the Iroquois, and that he allowed no one to interfere with
them without his permission at Albany.54 The main hold on these native

bargainers was the presence of a good market which was Albany. But just

to be sure that the Indians contimued to come to Albany, its townsmen
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wanted the government to build several forts along the trade routes.55

Actually the need for these forts had come about because of a recent
decline in the number of pelts brought into Albany in that year. In 1656
there were 40,000 skins a year, but in 1686 there were fewer than 10,000
pelts coming into Albany. One reason was the war between the Iroquois
and the French, but also there were_the rising costs of powder to seli
in exchange for the beaver skins, In addition, the demand for skins had
declined since beaver hats were going out of style. The colonists wrote
to thé King requesting that he wear a hat made of the beaver sent for
 that purpose and thus encourage other men to wear the same.56 But even
this fequést failed to give the needed surge to the trade., From this
time onwards, the fur trade tended to be less an economic factqr and
more of a politiecal issue in the capitals of the werld.

The League of the Iroquois was now in the middle, between the Eng-
lish and French interests. In 1687 these interests came to clash when
the French attacked those Indians under the protection of England. The
~ governor was told to warn Canada to cease the invasion of English terri-
tory and attacks on English allies, o’ Dongan wrote to the Lord President
of the Board of Trade, saying "I know their pretence will be, that our
Indians have wronged them, but it is no£ soe, for the beaver trade is
the sole end of their designs what ever colour they give to their actions
which is only hindered by the Five Nations of Indians on this side of the
Lake, who have submitted themselves and their lands to the king's

55 Ibid- 9 3940
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subjuetion."58 The threat was notvto the Indians as it was to the fur

trade.

The Five Nations told Dongan that they would not allow the French
~ to seize their trade and land, but that the English must help them in
fending off the French troops.59 In 1688 Dongan secured a fifteen month
cease=fire in order to try for a peace treaty. The Irogquols argued 1f
the French would remove the forts they had built, return all they had
stolen from the Indians, and especially return the Iroquois prisoners
that had been sent to France to work in the galleys, they would accept
the peace.60 Shortly after Dongan obtained the cease-fire, he was re-
moved from offiée and replaced by Colonel Edmnd Andros, who was now
made governor of the newly creaﬁed Dominion of New England. In 1688 the
provinee of New York was annexed té'the Dominion.61

Dongan's administration was recognized as one of the most important
in the coléhial history of New York. He plamed strategically to
strengthen the fur trade and to prevent it from faliing away to the
French, _He established the basis for forts at such important points
along‘the_fur trade routes as Lake Champlain, Niagara, and other posts
close to Albany,62 For the first time, during his administration, Eng-
lish tradérs ventured faf into the Seneca country and the interior in

search for furs,é3 Dongan was the first to see the threat of the Jesuit
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priests in influencing the Iroquois and the overall threat of the
French. Unfortunately for the English peéple, his successors were not to
be as far sighted in their policies as he was.

The acts of Dongan simply continued the regulations and laws that
had been used by the Dutch from 1609 to 1674 and héd not been destroyed
in the time between the English congquest and 1688. These laws were ime
portant in showing that the English received the Indian administration
of their predecessors but alse that they approved of or continued an
Indian policy that made them subject to the suspicion of other English
colonies and by 1688 even of her own New York colonists. The Dutch
traders in New York assisted in the continmation of these trade policies,
and the government was the greatest gainer by the policy.éu

The effect of the fur trade up to 1688 had been primarily that of
an economic interest that was afterwards repléced as a means of securihg
the support of the League of FivebNations. The system of alliances that
evolved through the treaties with the Irogquois was to be invaluable in
assisting the English for the upcoming colonial battles with France for
complete contrel ef the North American continent. Remaining in the |
middleman®s peosition throughout the struggle was the red man. How the
Iroquois avoided a disaster and managed actually té maintain their inde=
pendence and prosper is the subject of the concluding chapter of this

S tudy °
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CHAPTER V
THE LEAGUE SURVIVES, 1674-1688

During the time that England and France tried to outmaneuver each
other for control of the riches that were possible from the fur trade,
they found what they supposed was a pawn in their game of conquest, the
simple native of the land, Thé manipulation of this pawm was passed on
to the English from the early owners of New York, the Dutch. The
foundations, laid by the Dutch in controlling the fur trade, were based
on their knowledge of the hatred of the Iroquois for the distrusted
French in Canada, This knowledge was handed intact to the new oWNners,
who found that the Indian contimmed to bring their pelts for exchange
even during the change in government in New York. In fact the velume of
trade in furs for guns actually increased. The Iroquois, while en-
couraging commerce, never ignored the danger that a peaceful co=
existence with either the English or the French could bring about a total
domination, threatening not only trade but their very existence. Thus
the natives formed thelr own master plans "they aspired only to hold the
scale evenly balanced betwsen the two nations, whose mitual jealousy made
the Iroquois sought by both and insured their safety."l

French traders saw the advantages of having the friendship of the

Indians as a source of furs and of allies to torment the settlements in

New England., The terror of the Indian raid reminded the English

o
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colonists of the threat to them if the tribes ever fell under the con-
trol of the French..2 Yet the first concern of the Frenchmen was the ac-
quisition of pelts to ship to Burope. When the supply of skins eclose to
French settlements soon dwindled, the trappers ﬁere foreced to search
further inland for the once abundant beaver. As the center of the trade
moved in the search for the pelts, an alliance with the interior tribes
became a matter of international rivalry which threatened to bresk the
previous balance of power between England and France in the frontier of

New England. Extension of the trade became a matter of politics, en-

couraged from London and Paris, One nation had to control the trade de=-
spite resulting hazards to the respective colonials.

By the late 1600's evidence was clear that French trading companies
were burning thousands of valuable skins to prevent a glut on the market,
and thus keep the prices high enough to lure the Indians in to trade.
This situation seemed to show a trend toward the feeling that the supply
of furs was no longer as important as the contact with the natlve ‘
traders.3

Trade in the English settlements became a cut-throat competition of
province against province and town against town. Especially was this
true of conditions in Albany, which had now become the center of the fur
and Indian trade for the avea of New England, The fewer furs that came
to the English trade centers, the more fierce the competition became for
‘them as the traders violently reacted to the loss of the trade to the
French., It took little encouragement to urge the fierce Iroquois to re-

new raids upon all French traders who ventured into the interiors

2Tbid., x1.
3Toid., xxvii.
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moreover, parties of warriors joyously intercepted the pelts being
carried by the inland tribes to Montreal, This plan soon brought the
desired results, the pelts ceasing to fall into French hands and the
Iroquoils becoming the middlemen in the competition. Through the Iro-
quois' activities the English interests expanded, To these reasons was
added the allurement of a better market, which made a favorable impres-
sion on the natives, so much so that "the best part of the furs of
Can@da went to the English...."u |

Primary reason for English success in luring the Indians to their
market instead of the French one was the cheaper English goods, A price
comparison in 1689 showed that a trader with one beaver pelt could get 8
pounds of powder at Albany, but at Montreal it took four beaver skins for
the same purchase. A gun cost two beaver in Albany but five in Montreal.
If the buyer wanted forty pounds of lead to make bullets, his purchase
would coest only cne beaver, whereas with the French he had to have three
skins to sell.5 The Albany traders had a comparable price advantage over
the French merchants in vafious other Indian sales. One observer noted
that the‘Indian could get twice as much for his skins from the English
as he could from the French and that this was the reason for the English
contrelling so much of the trade,®

English traders noted thet in this competition their advantage was
their freedom in trade as opposed to the Canadians’ state monopoly. In
addition, the rum and duffels that the Indians preferred were easier for

England to get from her dependenciesj France had to make these products

4Tbid,, xliv, n.
S0vcallaghan (ed.), NYCD, IX, 408-409.

OWraxall, Abridgment, x1i-x1ii.
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at home and ship them by a long veoyage to the hard-to-reach interior of
Canada. It was easier and less exXpensive to reach Oswego than Montreal,’

Frenchmen were heard to complain that it was impossible for them to
compete with the English as long as they made the goods sc¢ cheap and the
skins were so hard to obtain.,8 The French were losing the fur trade to
the English on this basis primarily with the result that they sought to
gain controel by other means.,

The custom of exchanging gifts to cement trade relations between the
Indian and the European gave the French an opportunity to influence the
trade. Perhaps France, better versed in diplomacy and ceremony than was
England, impressed the Indians with their pomp and ritual.? Yet the
representatives of the Iroquois and the English did meet, and the latter
would promise strict control of all commerecial dealing with the tribe,
plus the pledge of the English traders that they would conduct them-
selves honestly.lo

The old custom of giving and receiving of gifts was a decisive fact
along the frontier. Both Buropean nations found that in order to carry
on diplomatic relations with the aborigines, all conferences had to in-
clude the exchanging of gifts. This became a part of the competition
between England and France for the alliance and friendship of the tribes,
which in turn became concerned with the acceptance of the gifts.

The silent native who impartially took the offsrings of the

70°Callaghan (ed.), NYCD, V, 726-733.
SWfaxallg Abridement, x1ii, n.

9Diekéﬁé@n,gﬁmeriean Colonial Government, 339.

1005g0@d, The American Colonies in the Eighteenth Century, I, 54.
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Europeans was but the counterpart of the diplomats who bribed and were
accepted in the courts acrcss the seas, The red man may have been faithe
less to his bargains, but had only to watch the activities of so-called
civilized man for justification. The Iroquois became masters at aiding
the French while professing to be friend and ally of the English; at
times he reversed the procedure. He was logical and farsighted in fol-
lowing this course, for as time passed the Iroquois came to realize that
all Buropeans, no matter what their nation, were bent on plundering his
pecple, reducing the tribes to subjection, and seizing the land that was
rightfully theirs, 1l

Thus the Indian diplomat knew that he had to play his cards just
right to econtinue to exist. For many years the Indian was highly suc=
cessful at the game, until Britain finally drove France from the conti-
nents it was then impossible for the natives any longer teo play the
Buropeans off against each other.

Until that time of English supremacy, the French had to maintain
cordial relations with the Iroquois in hopes that by so doing they could
reach the interior tribes where the pelts were to be found. England
proved slower at moving inte the interior, forming permanent settlements
inland, and trying to entice the natives into their own society. To the
Indian this movement became a matter of adaplting to survive or risking
the complete destruction of his race. French cordiality brought to thelr
camps the early success of the fur trade and allies to turn lose on the

New England c@untrysideqlz Edrmand Andres, governor of New York, noted

llcharies H, Lincoln (edo ), The Narratives of the Indian Wars, 1675-
1699 (New Yorks Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1913), 171, '

12w 1bur R. Jacobs, Diplomacy and Indian Gifts (Stanfords Stanferd
University Press, 1950), 1l.
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that the Indians frequently attacked the English colonists and were en-
couraged in their asctions by the French.l3 But even during this criti-
cal time England reported that the main tribes of the League remained
neutral.lu But the French were successful in stirring the other tribes
to attack the colonists and again showed the English the value of the
Iroquois neutrality for their safety and prosperity.

The actions of the Iroquois angered the French., They thought that
they had bribed the League into being their allies with the presentation
of lavish gifts at frequent conferences. But the League®s representa-
tives followed a policy of strict neutrality and accepted the gifts and
then went home and did what they pleased.:15

With the English underselling and doing everything they could to
~hinder the shipment of troops and supplies to the far flung posts of the
French, the latter reacted by actively urging the interior tribes to at-
tack the English, even going so far as to promise French assistance in
these raids, If the League would not openly join with the fleur-de-lis,
other ways could be used to stir the Iroquois and bind them eloser to
Quebec; the method most often used was the presence of Catholic priests
as missionaries and on the side as agents for the French government.

The priests were to win the Indians to Catholicism, ¢oaxing them inte
forming an alliance with the Frenchmen, which would in turn bring the
domination of the fur trade to Canada.

This method became a direct threat to the British attempts to domi-

nate the trade themselves, The introduction of English priests into the

1315n001n (ed. ), Narratives, 187.
400ca11aghan (ed.), NYCD, X, 94, 888.

155acobs, Diplomacy and Indian Gifts, 13.
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tribes around Lake Ontario and mainly among the Iroquols checked the in-
fluence of France among the faf westerﬁ tribes and weakened thelir sphere
of control in the trade. The‘IrQquois again were the close allies of
the English and brought the skins to their postsQ»

Frontenac wrote that the attempt to use the priests failed because
they became more concérned with the riches of the trade than with the
salvation of the savages.16 France was destermined to prevent any further
expansion of England into the interior and the loss of more furs to the
competition. The policy of blocking expansion and defeating the Iro-
quois led to the attempt to build forts and control the trade routes
from the interior.17

The Iroquois feared the appearance of forts and tried to prevent
thelr construction, because pefmanent forts would harm their position as
middlemen with the western tribes. The League wanted the trade to be
done through them so that they could havevavcutbof the prpfit.l8

The position of middleman ﬁas made possible by the trade that came
from the interior tribes, This was the femaining location of the valu=
able pelts, The Iroquois conquered these tribes with the guns and am-
mnition brought from the English., This conquest consolidated the power
of the League in the northeastern section of the continent. England and
Ffance realized that they now could not afford to anger this powerful

19

confederation, as it could easily destroy either nation'®s colonies.

16Francis Parkman, Count Frontenac and New France under Louis XIV
(Boston: little, Brown, and Co., 1894), 25.

17Peckham, The‘Colonial Wars 1689-1762, 14,

18W?axall, Abridegment, xlv, n,

1901ca11aghan (ed.), NYCD, XI, 113.
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The Iroquois were not insensible to the needs of their people and
their position of importance in the trade. Quickly they brought the
goods from the far western tribes to theif'ally, the English, and pros-
pered through the exchange, Any tribe which did not bring their pelts
to the Iroquois faced the threat of annihilation from the League.zo For
the Iroquois it was a matter of survival as they had no more beaver in
their coun’t:::'y.z1 Clashes along the border to France continued to occur,
but if it came to a matter of totai war, the Indian was ready and the
whites would suffer. To the Iroquois it was obvious that France would
lose because thej did not need the Iroquois és the English’did; moreover,
the Irogquois needed the English to continue to exist.

An early trader in the far west wrote that the western tribes were
~ eager to trade with Albany because they feared the French.2? So it was
that the League was able tdvmaintain their position as middleman in se-
curing the trade to Albany while offsetting French influence in the New
England area.

Throughout the conflicts in North America that led to the final
French defeat in 1763, the Iroquois played an indispensable role. What
’started as a commercial interest turned into'an international rivalry in
which the position of neutral middleman was most dangeroué but also most
profitable., The early colonies did not maintain their positions by their
numbers of men or vigilance, but from the Indians who were in alliance

with them. The protection of the English came to mean the strength of

NI

20Tid,, V, 571.
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the treaties with the League of the Iroquois against the French,23 And
the Indian's diplomacy was to set the English against the French and
thus safeguard his own existence until 1763.24

But the prize that all concerned tried to win and control was the
fur trade, If the Iroquois had not been able to conquer the interior
tribes and control the trade routes to‘Albanw, they would not have lasted

long in New York. The Dutch were the first to come to this area and of=-
fer the Indians European products for the pelts, As a result of this one
action the Iroquois came to rely on the cloth, guns, food, and other
articles that once were luxuries but now were necessities. This need
made possible the sound basis for expansion of the trade and made the
early colonies prosper.

This prosperity caused the beginning of confliet between the com-
peting nations., As profits decreased in the trade, the econflict came to
be for allies to use against each other in the struggle for the land,
The Buropeans were able to use the Indians only because they had first
won thelr alliance in the trading posts of New York. Thus, from the
early days of the Dutch colonists to the domination of a whole continent
by the English, the influence of the fur trade and its by-product can be
seen, It came to be the sole tie between the Datch, their conquerors,
the English, and the powerful confederation of Indians, the Iroquois.
BEach tried to win and hold the land of New York, but the vietor was the
one that laid a solid basis of prosperity and expansion. That basis was
found in the wealth of the fur trade, which passed with the years under
English control from that of both the Datch and the Iroquois.

23Wraxall, Abridgment, xoxviii,

Hnsd., 1x, 219.
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England won the contest in Nerth America for colonial empire which,
due to her vast commercial, industrial, and maritime strength let her

undersell the French and eventually win the Indians over to the stronger

side. In New York this struggle was finally Jjoined between the French,
Iroquois, and the British for control of the Mohawk valley. The French
dreamed that, following their defeat of the Irogqueis and the?Engiish,
they might expand to the gulf and cut off any further English expansion,
Against such an event the British had to maintain the support of the
Iroquois League, and that meant a continuance of trade policies from 1674
to 1763, It was these unavoidable natural and éocial conditions that

made the fur trade valuable to all concerned.
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