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AN ANALYSIS OF THE VOCAL MUSIC EDUCATION TRAINING 

PROGRAM IN THE STATE SUPPORTED FOUR-YEAR 

COLLEGES OF OKLAHOMA

CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM, BACKGROUND AND ORGANIZATION 

OF THE STUDY

In  1838 a t  Hawes S ch o o l i n  B o s to n , M a s s a c h u s e tts ,  

L ow ell Mason t a u g h t  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  m usic  e d u ­

c a t io n  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . S in c e  t h a t  h i s t o r i c  

d a t e ,  t h e  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  p ro g ram  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  h a s  

shown c o n t in u o u s  p r o g re s s  and g ro w th . M usic  e d u c a to r s  have 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  s t r i v e n  t o  make e a c h  s t e p  o f  p r o g re s s  m ea n in g fu l 

f o r  t h e  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  w ith  whom th e y  come in  c o n ta c t ,  

C o n tin u o u s  an d  e x te n s iv e  r e -e x a m in a t io n  w ith  o f te n  f a r -  

r e a c h in g  r e v i s i o n  h a s  been  th e  p ro c e d u re  o f  m u sic  e d u c a tio n  

t h i n k e r s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  many ch an g es  i n  c u r r ic u lu m , te a c h in g  

m e th o d s , and  t e a c h in g  m a t e r i a l s .  N ot a l l  ch an g es have p roved  

s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  w ith  a p io n e e r in g  s p i r i t  an d  th e  w i l l in g n e s s  

t o  a c c e p t  some f a i l u r e s , m u sic  e d u c a to r s  can  now e n jo y  a  mea­

s u re  o f  s u c c e s s  in  th e  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  p ro g ra m s . As a r e s u l t  

o f  th e  c o n t in u in g  e v a lu a t io n  o f  t h e  w ork an d  p r o g r e s s .
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trem en d o u s g ro w th  h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p lish e d  s in c e  t h a t  f i r s t  m usic  

c l a s s  was t a u g h t  some one h u n d re d  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o . M usic 

e d u c a to r s  h av e  t r i e d  t o  e l im in a t e  from  th e  m usic  e d u c a t io n  

p ro g ram  any p ro c e d u re s  t h a t  h a v e  p ro v ed  d e t r im e n ta l  t o  th e  

p rog ram  and h a v e  t r i e d  t o  r e p l a c e  them  w ith  b e t t e r  m eth o d s.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  c o n c e r te d  r e - e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  p rog ram s by 

m u sic  e d u c a to r s  i n d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e  in  d e te rm in in g  i n e f ­

f e c t i v e n e s s  and in  f in d in g  new and  e f f e c t i v e  p ro c e d u re s  h a s^  

b e e n  e n c o u ra g e d . T hrough  t h i s  c o n tin u o u s  e v a lu a t in g  program  

m u sic  t e a c h e r s  h av e  b e e n  a b le  t o  a s s i s t  one a n o th e r  th ro u g h o u t 

th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  in  s o lv in g  p ro b le m s . S in c e  e a c h  s t a t e  may 

h a v e  some u n p a r a l l e l e d  p ro b lem s in  i t s  m usic  e d u c a t io n  sy s tem , 

i t  i s  o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  e v e ry  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  

te a c h e r  t h a t  t h i s  v a r i e t y  o f  p ro b lem s can  b e  s o lv e d .

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  l o c a t e  th e  w eakness 

and th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  

program s o f  t h e  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  f o u r - y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  

h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  in  O klahom a. A few exam ples a r e  m en tio n ed  

w hich  a r e  n o t ,  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k in g ,  a p a r t  o f  th e  v o c a l  m usic  

e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  p rog ram s b u t  know ledge o f  them  i s  n e c e s ­

s a ry  f o r  i n t e l l i g e n t  p ro c e d u re s  and a  d e e p e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  

th e  e x i s t i n g  p ro b lem s c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r -  

t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram . The p ro b le m  o f  th e  s tu d y  fo c u s e s  on d e t e r ­

m in ing  th e  o p in io n s  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  th e  m u sic  d e p a r t ­

m ents and th e  g r a d u a te s  o f  t h e  c o l le g e s  a s  t o  th e  e f f e c t i v e ­

n e s s  o f  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  program s a t  th e
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s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  c o l le g e s  o f  Oklahom a. I t  i s  ho p ed  t h a t  th e  

f in d in g s  w i l l  b r in g  a b o u t a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  p ro b ­

lem s in v o lv e d  i n  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  program s and t h a t  

th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  s tu d y  w i l l  b r in g  a  w o rk a b le  s o lu t i o n  t o  a 

b e t t e r  t e a c h i n g - t r a i n i n g  p rogram  f o r  th e  s t a t e  v o c a l  m usic  

t e a c h e r s .  The p ro c e d u re s  u s e d  t o  c o l l e c t  in fo r m a t io n  f o r  

t h i s  s tu d y  h av e  been  th e  fo l lo w in g :

1 . E x a m in a tio n  o f  c a ta lo g u e s  from  f i f t y  c o l le g e s  
and u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s ­
s a r i l y  one from  e v e ry  s t a t e .

2 . A s tu d y  o f  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  f i f t y  s t a t e s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

3 . F i e l d  t r i p s  t o  th e  n in e  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  c o l ­
le g e s  o f  Oklahoma t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r -  
t r a i n i n g  program  w ith  th e  ch a irm an  o f  th e  M usic De­
p a r tm e n t o r  th e  p e rs o n  in  c h a rg e  o f  s u c h  t r a i n i n g  a t  
ea ch  o f  th e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The n in e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n ­
s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  :

C e n t r a l  S t a t e  C o l le g e —Edmond 
N o r th e a s te r n  S t a t e  C o l le g e —T a h le q u a h  
S o u th w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o l le g e —W e a th e rfo rd  
E a s t  C e n t r a l  S t a t e  C o l le g e —Ada 
S o u th e a s te rn  S t a t e  C o l le g e —D u ran t 
N o rth w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o l le g e —A lv a  
P an h an d le  S t a t e  C o l le g e —G oodw ell 
L an g sto n  U n iv e r s i ty —L a n g sto n  
Oklahoma C o lle g e  o f  L i b e r a l  A r t s — C h ick ash a

4 . An in fo rm a tio n  s h e e t  m a ile d  t o  a l l  o f  th e  
v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  g r a d u a te s  o f  th e  n in e  c o o p e r a t ­
in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  th e  y e a r s  1 9 6 3 -1 9 6 7 .

5 . P e r s o n a l  in te rv ie w s  w i th  a s e l e c t  g ro u p  o f  
t h e  g r a d u a t e s , from  th e  n in e  i n s t i t u t i o n s , who a r e  
now te a c h in g  in  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  o f  O klahom a. T h is  
s e l e c t  g ro u p  in c lu d e s  t e a c h e r s  o f  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  v o c a l  
m u sic  e d u c a t io n :  e le m e n ta ry , j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  and 
s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l .
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Prom t h e  in t e r v i e w  w ith  th e  M usic D ep a rtm en t Chairm en 

o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e  c o l le g e  and  u n i v e r s i t y  

c a t a l o g u e s , and  t h e  s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s , t h e  a u th o r  

o b ta in e d  th e  r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  a  v o c a l m usic  d e g re e  and  s t a t e  

t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  From th e  in fo rm a tio n  s h e e t s  and  th e  

p e r s o n a l  in te r v ie w s  w ith  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h ­

e r s ,  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  g a in  a  know ledge o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and 

th e  w eakness o f  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  t r a i n i n g  p rog ram  o f  Oklahoma 

c o l l e g e s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  a l l  p ro c e d u re s  w ere  u s e d  to  p ro d u ce  

a b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  s t r e n g t h  and t h e  w eakness o f  

t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram s i n  t h e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  w ere  u s e d  a s  a  recom m endation  f o r  a  more e f f e c t i v e  

v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  p rogram  in  th e  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  

fo u r^ y e a r  c o l l e g e s  o f  O klahom a.

T h is  s tu d y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  th e  b a c h e l o r 's  d e g re e  p rogram

d e s ig n e d  f o r  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  l e a d in g  t o  th e

d e g re e  o f  B a c h e lo r  o f  S c ie n c e  i n  M usic E d u c a t io n , B a c h e lo r  o f

A r ts  in  M usic E d u c a t io n ,  an d  B a c h e lo r  o f  M usic  E d u c a t io n .

The c u r r ic u lu m  d e s ig n  recom m ended by t h e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  

o f  S c h o o ls  o f  M usic  i s  u s e d  a s  t h e  b a s e  f o r  t h e  a c c e p te d  c u r ­

r ic u lu m  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y .  The N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  S c h o o ls  

o f  M usic i s  an  a c c r e d i t i n g  o r g a n iz a t io n  fo u n d ed  i n  1924 f o r  

t h e  p u rp o se s  o f  p ro m o tin g  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  among i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  i n  m u s ic , e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  m ore u n ifo rm



m ethod o f  g r a n t in g  c r e d i t ,  an d  s e t t i n g  minimum s ta n d a r d s  f o r  

th e  g r a n t in g  o f  d e g re e s  and o t h e r  c r e d e n t i a l s . ^

The B a c h e lo r  o f  M usic E d u c a tio n , B a c h e lo r  o f  M usic in  

S c h o o l M u sic , B a c h e lo r  o f  S c ie n c e  in  M usic E d u c a tio n , and  th e  

B a c h e lo r  o f  A r ts  i n  M usic  E d u c a t io n , a r e  some o f  t h e  te rm s  

a p p l i e d  t o  d e g re e  program s d e s ig n e d  f o r  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t io n  in  

m u s ic . T h ese  d e g re e s  t y p i c a l l y  c o m p rise  120 t o  1 3 2 .s e m e s te r  

h o u rs  (180 t o  198 q u a r t e r  h o u r s ) .

W h atev er d e g re e  i s  o f f e r e d ,  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  m usic  

t e a c h in g  m ust in c lu d e  c e r t a i n  s p e c i a l i z e d  form s o f  l e a r n in g  

d e s ig n e d  t o  d e v e lo p  t h e  b a s ic  m u s ic ia n s h ip  o f  th e  s t u d e n t ,  

e x te n s iv e  s k i l l s  in  p e rfo rm a n c e  a p p l i c a b l e  in  t e a c h in g ,  and  

a b i l i t y  i n  th e  t e a c h in g  p r o c e s s .  I t  i s  im p r a c t i c a l  t o  t r y  t o  

s p e c i f y  h e r e  t h e  c o u r s e  t i t l e s ,  c o n te n t ,  and  c r e d i t  a l l o tm e n t ,  

f o r  t h e r e  i s  much v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  n ee d s  o f  th e  s t u d e n t s , th e  

ty p e s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  ty p e s  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i th in  t h e  i n ­

s t i t u t i o n s  and  s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  la w s . I t  i s  im p o r ta n t ,  

how ever, t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  ty p e  o f  b a c k g ro u n d  n eeded  b y  s tu d e n t s  

who a r e  t o  t e a c h  m u sic  and t h e  b ro a d  means by  w h ich  t h i s  may 

b e  a c h ie v e d .  T h is  o u t l i n e  can  b e  u s e d  a s  a  s ta n d a r d  in  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t io n  and  e v a lu a t io n  o f  p rog ram s o f  m usic  e d u c a t io n .

1 . G e n e ra l  E d u c a t io n .  The f u tu r e  m usic  t e a c h e r  
n eed s  a  co m p reh en sio n  o f  th e  m ore im p o r ta n t  e le m e n ts  
o f  o u r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e . T h e se  in c lu d e  th e  f o l lo w ­
in g :

C a r l  M. Neum eyer ( e d , ) .  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  
S c h o o ls  o f  M u sic , By-Laws an d  R e g u la t io n s  (W ash ing ton , D. C . : 
N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  S ch o o ls  o f  M u sic , 1 9 6 5 ), p .  4 .



a .  E f f e c t i v e  u se  o f  w r i t t e n  and spoken  E n g l i s h .
b .  B road  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  and a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  

g r e a t  l i t e r a t u r e .
c .  A c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  m an, 

h i s  s o c i a l  and  econom ic i n s t i t u t i o n s , and 
o f  h i s  r i g h t s  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  a 
c i t i z e n .

d .  A s e n s e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .
e .  A s e n s e  o f  m o ra l,  e t h i c a l  and  a e s t h e t i c  

v a l u e s .
f .  An u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  th o u g h t and 

m e th o d .
g . A b i l i t y  t o  u se  and  i n t e r p r e t  b a s i c  m athem at­

i c a l  c o n c e p ts .
h .  A c o n t in u in g  a t t i t u d e  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y ,  
D epending  upon th e  i n d i v i d u a l 's  p r e - c o l l e g e  b a c k ­

g ro u n d , t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  may be d e v e lo p e d  by ju d ic io u s  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  c o u rs e s  from :

E n g l is h  c o m p o s itio n  and  l i t e r a t u r e  
S peech
H is to r y  and  S o c ia l  S tu d ie s  
F in e  A r ts
N a tu r a l  S c ie n c e s  and M ath em a tics  

Such a  p ro c e s s  im p l ie s  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  
p r e - c o l l e g e  s tu d i e s  th ro u g h  t e s t i n g ,  c o u n s e l in g ,  and 
f l e x i b i l i t y  in  t h e  c u r r ic u lu m . I t  s h o u ld  occupy 3 0 - 
35% o f  th e  t o t a l  c u r r ic u lu m . Where i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p a t t e r n s  in c lu d e  m usic  c o u rs e s  a s  p a r t  o f  G e n e ra l 
E d u c a tio n , t h i s  p r o p o r t io n  may b e  r e v i s e d  a c c o r d in g ly .

2 . M u s ic ia n s h ip .
B a s ic  M u sic . The f u tu r e  m u sic  t e a c h e r  m ust 

p o s s e s s  b ro a d  m u s ic ia n s h ip  w o rth y  o f  s e rv in g  a s  a 
b a s i s  f o r  h i s  t a s k  in  t h e  s c h o o ls .  Such a  b ack g ro u n d  
w ould in c lu d e  th e  fo l lo w in g :

a .  F u n c t io n a l  know ledge o f  th e  lan g u ag e  and 
grammar o f  m u s ic .

b .  A b i l i t y  t o  h e a r  and  g r a s p  th e  b a s ic  e le m e n ts  
o f  m u s ic a l  c o m p o s it io n s — rh y th m ic , m e lo d ic  
and  h a rm o n ic .

c .  An u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  m ethods by w hich  m u sic  
i s  c o n c e iv e d , c o n s t r u c te d  and s c o re d .

d . Knowledge o f  t h e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  a r t  o f  
m u s ic .

e .  I n t im a te  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  a w ide s e l e c t i o n  
o f  good m u s ic a l  l i t e r a t u r e  from  th e  p r i n c i p a l  
e r a s , form s and  id io m s .

f .  M a tu r in g  s ta n d a rd s  o f  m u s ic a l  t a s t e  and d i s ­
c r im in a t io n  .

O b je c t iv e s  o f  t h i s  ty p e  a r e  o r d i n a r i l y  em p h asized  
i n  c o u rs e s  i n :



Harmony S ig h t - S in g in g  and E a r  T r a in in g  (o r 
M usic  T heory )

H is to r y  and L i t e r a t u r e  o f  M usic 
Form an d  A n a ly s is  
O r c h e s t r a t io n  and  A rra n g in g  
C o m p o sitio n  
C o u n te rp o in t

T h e re  i s  no p a r t i c u l a r  d i v i s i o n  o f  c o u r s e s  and 
c r e d i t s  w hich  w i l l  s a t i s f y  e v e ry  s i t u a t i o n .  In d e e d , 
t h e s e  same g o a ls  a r e  a l s o  p rom oted  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  p e r ­
fo rm an ce . In  any  c a s e ,  i t  i s  s t r o n g ly  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  
t h e s e  im p o r ta n t  c o n c e p ts  and g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  b e  d e ­
v e lo p e d  th ro u g h  a p r o c e s s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  an d  in t im a te  
c o n ta c t  w ith  l i v i n g  m u s ic . T h is  t a s k  s h o u ld  occupy 
20-25% o f  th e  c u r r ic u lu m . Where i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p a t ­
t e r n s  in c lu d e  m u sic  c o u r s e s  a s  p a r t  o f  G e n e ra l E duca­
t i o n ,  t h i s  p r o p o r t io n  may b e  r e v i s e d  a c c o r d in g ly .

M u s ic a l P e rfo rm a n c e . The p r o s p e c t iv e  m usic  
t e a c h e r  m ust b e  a co m p e ten t p e r fo rm e r  i n  o rd e r  to  
u n d e r s ta n d  and  d e a l  w i th  th e  p rob lem s o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s . 
P r a c t i c a l  and th o ro u g h  d ev e lo p m en t i n  t h i s  f i e l d  
im p l ie s  ;

a .  F lu e n c y  in  s i g h t - r e a d i n g .
b .  A b i l i t y  t o  p e rfo rm  from  memory and  "by e a r . "
c .  T e c h n ic a l  f a c i l i t y  and  d e p th  o f  r e p e r t o i r e  in  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a p p l i e d  f i e l d  s u f f i c i e n t  to  m eet 
th e  n e e d s  o f  a r t i s t i c  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  and 
d e m o n s t r a t io n .

d .  F u n c t io n a l  a b i l i t y  i n  th o s e  a p p l ie d  f i e l d s  
(p ia n o , v o ic e ,  o r c h e s t r a l  in s t r u m e n ts )  a p p ro ­
p r i a t e  t o  th e  s t u d e n t 's  f u tu r e  t e a c h in g  n e e d s .

e .  T horough  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  m u s ic a l  i n t e r p r e t a ­
t i o n  com bined w ith  a d e q u a te  c o n d u c tin g  and  r e ­
h e a r s a l  s k i l l s .

f .  A p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  v a lu e s  and  p ro b lem s o f  
m u s ic a l  g ro u p s  th ro u g h  e f f e c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n .

M usic s tu d e n t s  g e n e r a l l y  e n t e r  v o c a t io n a l  p r e p a r a ­
t i o n  w ith  some p e r fo rm in g  a b i l i t y  in  o n e , tw o o r  p o s ­
s i b l y  t h r e e  f i e l d s .  S k i l l  i n  a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e s e  
sh o u ld  b e  d e v e lo p e d  t o  th e  u tm o s t l e v e l  th ro u g h  p r i v a t e  
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  s o lo  p e rfo rm a n c e , ensem ble  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
and in t e n s iv e  p r a c t i c e .  Such com petence i s  e s s e n t i a l  
f o r  a r t i s t i c  m u sic  t e a c h in g  and  c o n t r ib u t e s  g r e a t l y  to  
th e  t e a c h in g  o f  th o s e  f i e l d s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  need s  o f  
th e  p r o s p e c t iv e  b a n d , o r c h e s t r a  o r  c h o r a l  t e a c h e r .
The fo u n d a tio n s  o f  te c h n iq u e  in  t h e s e  l a t t e r  f i e l d s  
may be a c q u ir e d  th ro u g h  p r i v a t e  o r  c l a s s  i n s t r u c t i o n s .

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  f u tu r e  m u sic  t e a c h e r  n eed s  t o  p a r ­
t i c i p a t e  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r io d  in  th e  en sem b le  o f  h i s  
c h o ic e ,  b u t  s h o u ld  h a v e  o p p o r tu n i ty  a l s o  t o  a c q u a in t
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h im s e l f  w ith  th e  s p e c i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  and  te c h n iq u e s  o f  
o th e r  ty p e s  o f  m u s ic a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The m a tu re  s t u ­
d e n t  d e s e rv e s  tH e o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  o b se rv e  and  p a r t i c i ­
p a te  i n  th e  o p e r a t i o n  and  c o n d u c tin g  o f . s u c h  o r g a n iz a ­
t i o n s  .

The w ork in  t h i s  a r e a  th u s  c o m p rise s  :
P r iv a te  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  th e  p r i n c i p a l  p e rfo rm in g  

f i e l d .
C la s s  o r  p r i v a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  a p p r o p r i a t e  

s e c o n d a ry  f i e l d s .
A p p ro p r ia te  l a r g e  and  s m a ll  e n s e m b le s . 
C o n d u c tin g .

B ecau se  o f  t h e  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  in  t h e  p e r fo rm in g  e x ­
p e r ie n c e  o f  e n t e r i n g  s tu d e n t s  and t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  need s  
f o r  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n , s p e c i f i c  re q u ire m e n ts  in  th e  a r e a  
o f  p e rfo rm a n c e  n e e d  t o  be  i n t e r p r e t e d  q u i t e  b r o a d ly .
I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e s e r v e  25-30% o f  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  
f o r  t h e  work in  t h i s  f i e l d .

3 . P r o f e s s io n a l  E d u c a t io n .  The t a s k  i n  p r o f e s ­
s io n a l  e d u c a t io n  i s  t o  d e v e lo p  com petence in  a p p ly in g  
o n e ' s  m u s ic ia n s h ip  i n  s c h o o l  s i t u a t i o n s .  I t  in v o lv e s :

a .  An u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  human g row th  an d  th e  
l e a r n in g  p ro b le m s o f  s t u d e n t s .

b .  A w o rk in g  know ledge o f  e f f e c t i v e  m e th o d s , 
m a t e r i a l s  and  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  m u s ic a l  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n .  _

c .  An e n l ig h te n e d  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  e d u c a tio n  an d  o f  
m usic  e d u c a t io n .

d .  A c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  s c h o o l  p a t t e r n s ,  p ro c e d u re s  
and p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e l a t io n s h i p s . .

e .  U n d e rs ta n d in g  an d  s k i l l  in  t h e  te a c h in g  p r o c e s s .
f .  A b i l i t y , . t o  p la n ,  le a d  and c o o p e ra te  in  t h e  w ork 

o f  th e  s c h o o l .
g .  D e s ire  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g row th  and  s t a t u r e .
The p r o f e s s i o n a l  p h a se  o f  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t io n  i s

u s u a l l y  u n d e r ta k e n  in  c o u r s e s  i n :
E d u c a t io n a l  P sy c h o lo g y
H i s t o r i c a l  an d  S o c ia l  F o u n d a tio n s  o f  E d u c a tio n  
C u rr ic u lu m
M usic M ethods an d  M a te r ia l s  
O b s e rv a t io n  and  S tu d e n t  T each in g

In  th e  ju d g m en t o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  
S c h o o ls  o f  M u sic , m ost o f  th e s e  m a t te r s  a r e  b e s t  d e a l t  
w ith  i n  a m u s ic a l  r a t h e r  th a n  a t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n te x t ,  
w ith  much o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  t h e  s tu d e n t  t o  ex am in e , t e s t  
and r e p o r t  h i s  f i n d i n g s .  P r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a t io n  sh o u ld  
occupy  15-20% o f  th e  c u r r ic u lu m .



4o E l e c t i v e s .  By a p p ly in g  th e  minimum p e rc e n ta g e s  
recommended ab o v e , a s  much a s  10% o f  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  
may be r e s e r v e d  f o r  e l e c t i v e s . ^

The p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  o f  Oklahoma depend  on th e  v o c a l 

m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  i s  s c h o la r l y  and  

e f f e c t i v e .  They e x p e c t  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  w i l l  p ro d u c e  th e  b e s t  

e d u c a te d  s tu d e n t s  i n  v o c a l  m u s ic . The v o c a l  m u s ic  te a c h e r  in  

t u r n  depends on th e  c o l l e g e s  from  w hich  h e  r e c e iv e d  h i s  d e g re e  

t o  g iv e  him  s u f f i c i e n t  e d u c a t io n  to  p r e p a r e  him  a d e q u a te ly  f o r  

th e  t a s k  o f  t e a c h in g  h i s  s tu d e n t s  v o c a l  m u s ic . The p u b l ic  

s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  e x p e c ts  t h e  c o l le g e  t o  g iv e  s u f f i c i e n t  

e d u c a t io n  to  th e  p r o s p e c t iv e  t e a c h e r ,  e n s u r in g  h im  a com peten t 

t e a c h e r .  The t e a c h e r ,  once h a v in g  c o m p le te d  a p p ro x im a te ly  

fo u r  y e a r s  o f  c o l le g e  e d u c a t io n ,  m ust r e l y  on h i s  e d u c a tio n  

t o  b e  a d e q u a te  t o  t r a i n  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  The s t u d e n t 's  c o n f i ­

d en ce  i n  th e  t r a i n i n g  o f  h i s  t e a c h e r ,  th u s  a s s u r e s  th e  s tu d e n t  

o f  th e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n .

Any m u sic  p rogram  m ust e x i s t  in  u n i t y  w i th  i t s  s e t ­

t i n g ;  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p h ilo s o p h y , th e  n e e d s  and  p u rp o se s  

o f  th e  com m unity , and th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a l l  t h e  t e a c h e r s  and 

s tu d e n t s  h e l p  d e te rm in e  th e  way in  w h ich  m u sic  i s  t a u g h t .

M usic p ro g ram s w i l l  v a ry  w ith  th e  o b j e c t i v e s .  N ot o n ly  w i l l  

t h e  c o l le g e  w ish  t o  p ro d u ce  som ew hat d i f f e r e n t  q u a l i t i e s  i n  

i t s  s tu d e n t s  th a n  do th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  and  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l,  

b u t  t h e  g r e a t  c o n s e rv a to r y  and  th e  s m a l l  c o l l e g e  m usic

^ I b i d . ,  p p . 2 6 - 3 0 . _
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d e p a r tm e n t w i l l  a s p i r e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  e n d s . F u r th e rm o re , th e  

c e n t r a l  o b j e c t iv e s  o f  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  a r e  n o t  c o n s ta n t  b u t  

v a ry  w id e ly  in  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s .  The e a r ly - d a y  s e t t l e r s ,  

f o r  exam ple , d e s i r e d  t h a t  p e o p le  s h o u ld  be a b le  t o  do c o n g re g a ­

t i o n a l  s in g in g  and  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  a b le  t o  re a d  m u s ic .

Such o b j e c t i v e s  w ere r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  e a r l y  A m erican  e d u c a ­

t i o n a l  p a t t e r n .  M usic p ro g ra m s , t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  " c o r r e c t"  in  

te rm s  o f  s p e c i f i c  t im e s  and  p l a c e s .  A s ta n d a r d  p a t t e r n  i s  

n e i t h e r  d e s i r a b l e  n o r  p o s s i b l e ,  n o r  w i l l  one be  d e s c r ib e d  

h e r e .  The te n d e n c y  t o  t r a n s p o s e  th e  m usic  p rogram  from  one
1

s c h o o l  t o  a n o th e r  o f te n  c r e a t e s  m ore p ro b lem s th a n  i t  s o lv e s .

The a t te m p t  s h o u ld  n o t  be  made to  s e a l  up  m u s ic a l s u b ­

j e c t s  i n t o  s e p a r a t e  c o m p a rtm e n ts . T h e re  i s  a  m arked te n d e n c y  

among i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  l e a r n in g  t o  recom bine  m u s ic a l  su b ­

j e c t s  once s u b d iv id e d .  Harmony, e a r - t r a i n i n g ,  and k ey b o ard  

s tu d y  a r e  o f t e n  form ed i n t o  a  u n i f i e d  c o u r s e .  M usic l i t e r a t u r e  

and  m u sic  h i s t o r y  a r e  u s u a l l y  com bined to  form  one c o u rse  o f  

s tu d y .  W hatever t h e  n o m in a l s u b je c t  d i v i s i o n ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  

t o  d e te rm in e  w hat p a r t  each  b ra n c h  o f  s tu d y  may b e s t  c o n t r i b ­

u t e  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  th e  p rog ram , i d e n t i f y i n g  s h o r t ­

te rm  g o a ls  w hich  may b e  r e a c h e d  w ith  th e  t im e  and f a c i l i t i e s  

a v a i l a b l e  in  e a ch  i n s t a n c e .  F o r ex am p le , t h e  th e o r y  t e a c h e r  

w i l l  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  h i s  s tu d e n t s  m ust exam ine m u s ic a l  s c o re s  

and  d e te rm in e  th e  m anner o f  t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t io n  th ro u g h

1
N elso n  B. H enry ( e d . ) ,  B a s ic  C o n cep ts  in  M usic E d u c a­

t i o n  ; (C h ic ag o : U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C h icag o  P r e s s , 1 9 5 8 ), p . 241.
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l i s t e n i n g ,  s in g in g ,  p la y in g ,  and  w r i t i n g ;  th e y  m ust d e v e lo p  

an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  c h o r d a l  p r o g r e s s io n s  and  m ethods o f  p a r t  

w r i t i n g ,  c a d e n t i a l  fo rm a tio n s  and  th e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  m o d u la tio n . 

Such g o a ls  a r e  t r u l y  n o t  ends i n  th e m se lv e s  b u t  w i l l  be  found  

t o  c o n t r ib u t e  t o  s e v e r a l  o f  th e  b a s ic  aim s o f  th e  m u sic  p r o ­

gram .

In  many i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  e d u c a t io n  th e  p r o s p e c t iv e  

t e a c h e r  r e c e iv e s  w h ile  a t t e n d i n g  c o l le g e  i s  in a d e q u a te  t o  

m eet th e  dem ands n e c e s s a r y  f o r  d o in g  a  r e p u ta b le  p e rfo rm a n c e  

i n  t e a c h in g  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  c l a s s e s  i n  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls .  

Some a r e a s  o f  c o n c e n t r a t io n  may h ave  b een  o v e r-e m p h a s iz e d  w h ile  

i n  o th e r  a r e a s  t h e  s tu d e n t  may n o t  h av e  r e c e iv e d  s u f f i c i e n t  

p r e p a r a t i o n  b e f o r e  h e  h a s  r e c e iv e d  h i s  d e g re e  and  h a s  a c c e p te d  

th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a  m u sic  e d u c a to r .  T h is  s i t u a t i o n  

le a v e s  th e  t e a c h e r  a t  a  p o i n t  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n .  He h a s  r e c e iv e d  

a  d e g re e ,  y e t  h e  knows h e  i s  n o t  a d e q u a te ly  p re p a re d  t o  com­

p l e t e  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  te a c h in g  s tu d e n t s  w ith  th e  e a s e  

and  c o n f id e n c e  h e  d e s i r e s .  Too o f te n  h i s  s tu d e n ts  w i l l  n o t  

r e c e iv e  a d e q u a te  t r a i n i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  t e a c h e r 's  l a c k  o f  

p r e p a r a t i o n .

The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  g iv in g  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  

t e a c h e r s  s u f f i c i e n t  and p r o p e r  e d u c a t io n  i s  g iv e n  t o  t h e  i n s t i ­

t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  i n  th e  S t a t e  o f  Oklahom a. The 

h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  sy s te m  o f  Oklahoma m ust a s s u r e  th e  p r o s p e c ­

t i v e  t e a c h e r  t h a t  once h e  h a s  r e c e iv e d  h i s  d e g re e  h e  can  b e  

a s s u r e d  h e  i s  a d e q u a te ly  p r e p a re d  t o  m eet any  c h a l le n g e  t h a t
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may a r i s e  as a  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  in  any  p u b l ic  

s c h o o l in  th e  S t a t e  o f  O klahom a. The c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i ­

t i e s  m ust d e v e lo p  t h e i r  m usic  e d u c a t io n  c u r r ic u lu m  t o  m eet 

t h e  dem ands o f  th e  s t a t e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls .  I t  sh o u ld  be  a co n ­

s t a n t  r e - e v a l u a t i o n  p ro g ram , c o n t i n u a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t in g  new 

id e a s  i n t o  th e  e x i s t i n g  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  p rogram s to  a s ­

s u re  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a t io n  p o s s ib l e  f o r  t h e  f u tu r e  v o c a l  m usic  

e d u c a to r s  o f  O klahom a.

A s p e c i a l l y  t a i l o r e d  m u sic  p rogram  means t h a t  th e  

m usic  e d u c a to r  m ust d e v e lo p  h i s  own c r e a t i v e  pow ers f o r  d e a l ­

in g  w i th  th e  c u r r ic u lu m . W ise ly  a v o id in g  u n r e s e r v e d  a c c e p t ­

an ce  o f  p r e v a i l i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  h e  m ust th e n  p l a i n l y  su p p ly  h i s

own b ra n d  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  an d  p ro c e e d  t o  d e v e lo p  d e f e n s ib l e  o b -
. 1 j e c t i v e s .

T r a in in g  o f  t e a c h e r s  m a jo r in g  in  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  h as  

made trem e n d o u s  p r o g re s s  i n  th e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s , y e t  many p ro b ­

lems s t i l l  rem ain  u n s o lv e d .  One o f  th e  p rob lem s in  m usic  ed u ­

c a t io n  in  many in s t a n c e s  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t e a c h in g  m ethods and 

m a t e r i a l s  h av e  n o t  u n d erg o n e  much c h a n g e . Too many te a c h e r s  

a r e  u s in g  th e  same m ethods o f  t e a c h in g  and  th e  same m a te r i a l s  

t h a t  w ere  u se d  tw e n ty  y e a r s  a g o . Some o f  th e  more p r o g r e s s iv e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  a r e  t r y i n g  new m e th o d s , 

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e i r  g r a d u a te s  a r e  em p lo y in g  new m ethods and new 

m a t e r i a l s  in  th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  w here th e y  a r e  t e a c h in g .  The

^I b i d . ,  p . 241.
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g e n e r a t io n  o f  s tu d e n t s  now in  o u r  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  i s  a  g e n e r a ­

t i o n  o f  s tu d e n t s  w ith  new id e a s  and s tu d e n ts  who d e s i r e  new 

id e a s  and m a t e r i a l  from  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r s .  T h is  i s  a  g e n e r a ­

t i o n  o f  s tu d e n t s  who o f t e n  r e b e l  and  r e j e c t  some o f  t h e  o ld  

i d e a s .  We m ust p ro d u c e  id e a s  and c h a l le n g e s  th e y  w i l l  a c c e p t .  

M usic  e d u c a to r s  s h o u ld  ta k e  some o f  t h i s  ad v en tu reso m e s p i r i t  

and v e n tu r e  i n t o  new id e a s  to  b r in g  new l i f e  i n t o  o u r  v o c a l  

m u sic  e^ducation te a c h in g  p ro g ram s. We h av e  no  e s t a b l i s h e d  

r u l e  t h a t  s a y s  we m u st a lw ays u se  th e  same id e a s ,  p r a c t i c e s ,  

and m eth o d s, n o r  do we hav e  a r u le  t h a t  say s  we m ust a l l  t e a c h  

th e  same w ay. Y e t,  we s h o u ld  a l l  have a  common g o a l  and t h a t  

g o a l  i s  a w e l l  e d u c a te d  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r .  The 

p ro c e d u re s  we u s e  t o  p ro d u c e  t h i s  p ro d u c t  s h o u ld  be one o f  

o u r  own c h o o s in g  a s  lo n g  a s  th e  s tu d e n t  i s  w e l l  e d u c a te d  and  

c a p a b le  o f  m e e tin g  t h e  c h a l le n g e s  h e  w i l l  f a c e  when h e  ta k e s  

h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  an e d u c a to r .

Many tim e s  in  m u sic  e d u c a tio n  we m easu re  o u r  s u c c e s s  

by l a r g e  n u m b ers . Numbers a r e  alw ays im p re s s iv e  t o  i n f l u e n ­

t i a l  p e o p le  and  to  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic .  We som etim es h av e  th e  

o p in io n  t h a t  l a r g e  c h o r a l  g ro u p s a r e  t h e  m ark o f  a  v e r y  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  c h o r a l  p ro g ra m . Too o f te n  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  lo o k s  

a t  a  v o c a l  m u sic  p rog ram  and sp e ak s  o f  how many s tu d e n t s  a r e  

e n r o l l e d  i n  t h i s  p ro g ram , n o t  o f  how w e l l  th e  c h o r a l  g ro u p  

s in g s  o r  w h at s ta n d a r d  c h o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  i t  p e r fo rm s .  I t  may 

be p o s s i b l e  t h a t  many v o c a l  m usic e d u c a to r s  a r e  t r y i n g  to  

p le a s e  th e  p a t r o n s  o f  a s c h o o l system  an d  o f t e n  w i l l  d e g ra d e
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t h e i r  own te a c h in g  s ta n d a rd s  i n  o r d e r  t o  becom e more p o p u la r  

and  a p p e a l in g  to  th e  p u b l i c .  P u b l ic  s c h o o l  a d m in i s t r a to r s  

o f te n  lo o k  f o r  th e  p e rso n  who h a s  d e v e lo p e d  c h o r a l  g ro u p s  

w ith  l a r g e  e n ro l lm e n ts  t o  h ead  t h e i r  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  

p ro g ram . Q u a n ti ty  becom es th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  and 

q u a l i t y  i s  o f te n  s a c r i f i c e d  f o r  q u a n t i t y .

W ith  so  many a r e a s  o f  t e a c h in g  and r e l a t e d  work in  

t h e  m u sic  p r o f e s s io n  p o s s ib l e  f o r  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a to r ,  

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  g iv e n  to  th e  c o l l e g e  o f  t r a i n i n g  t h e s e  s t u ­

d e n ts  becom es even  more d em and ing . The s tu d e n t s  we a r e  t e a c h ­

in g  i n  o u r  c o l l e g e s ,  who w i l l  becom e th e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a to r s  

o f  th e  f u t u r e ,  may s e l e c t  one o f  s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s io n s  i n  m u s ic . 

P ro b a b ly  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv in g  t r a i n i n g  in  

v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a tio n  w i l l  go i n to  a  f u tu r e  o f  t e a c h in g  in  

o u r  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls ;  h o w ev er, some may ch o o se  t o  do some o th e r  

r e l a t e d  w ork in  m u s ic . F o r t h e  s tu d e n t  w is h in g  t o  go i n t o  

m usic  in  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s p e c i a l  k in d  o f  

p r e p a r a t i o n  t h i s  s tu d e n t  n eed s  t o  h e lp  g iv e  h im  a b e t t e r  u n d e r ­

s ta n d in g  o f  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s tu d e n t  and th e  m u sic  and m ethods 

b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  te a c h  th e  s tu d e n t s  i n  t h e  e le m e n ta ry  g r a d e s .

Many g r a d u a te s  w i l l  b e  t e a c h in g  v o c a l  m usic  an d  g e n e r a l  m usic  

c l a s s e s  in  j u n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l .  A c o m p le te ly  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e  

o f  p r e p a r a t io n  i s  n eed ed  by t h e  t e a c h e r  who w i l l  b e  te a c h in g  

in  th e  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o ls .  S tu d e n ts  a t  t h i s  ag e  n eed  a  d i f ­

f e r e n t  ty p e  o f  m usic  and a s p e c i a l  ty p e  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  and  th e  

m usic  t e a c h e r  m ust have  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  in  h i s  e d u c a t io n  t o
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know how t o  cope w i th  th e  p rob lem s o f  t h e  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  

m u sic  s t u d e n t .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  

g r a d u a te s  w i l l  make p r e p a r a t io n  t o  t e a c h  in  a s e n io r  h ig h  

s c h o o l  a s  c h o r a l  d i r e c t o r .  T h is  t a k e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  k in d  o f  

t r a i n i n g  from  t h a t  e x p e c te d  f o r  th e  e le m e n ta ry  m usic  t e a c h e r  

o r  th e  p e r s o n  te a c h in g  ju n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  m u sic  c l a s s e s . 

A n o th e r  a r e a  o f  t e a c h in g  i s  m u sic  t h e o r y  c l a s s e s  in  th e  s e n io r  

h ig h  s c h o o ls .  More and  m ore s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o ls  a r e  o f f e r i n g  

t h e i r  s tu d e n t s  s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u rs e s  i n  m u sic  th e o r y .  T h ese  

c o u r s e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  t a u g h t  by t h e  h ig h  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m usic  

t e a c h e r .  T h is  t e a c h e r  m ust h av e  an  e x c e l l e n t  b ack g ro u n d  a s  a 

v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r  and a s  a t e a c h e r  o f  m usic  t h e o r y .  Some 

o f  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  h av e  th e  r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y  o f  th e  e n t i r e  v o c a l  m usic  p ro g ram  in c lu d in g  c l a s s e s  f o r  

t h e  s tu d e n t s  in  th e  e le m e n ta ry  g r a d e s ;  g e n e r a l  m u sic  c l a s s e s  

f o r  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  s tu d e n t s ;  c h o r a l  g ro u p s  f o r  b o th  th e  

j u n i o r  and  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l;  and  a c o u rs e  in  m u sic  th e o r y .  

T h is  m u sic  t e a c h e r  m ust h av e  e x c e l l e n t  know ledge o f  m u sic  and  

m ethods f o r  a l l  g ra d e  l e v e l s .  W ith  su c h  a v a r ie d  and v a s t  

am ount o f  t r a i n i n g  t o  p r e p a re  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a to r  to  

m eet a l l  o f  th e  dem ands, we m ust d e c id e  w hat t r a i n i n g  we w i l l  

g iv e  him  w h ile  he  i s  a s tu d e n t  i n  o u r  c o l l e g e s  u n d e r  o u r  s u p e r ­

v i s i o n .

Many v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  g r a d u a te s  a r e  e n t e r i n g  th e  

p r o f e s s i o n  o f  c h u rc h  m u s ic . Some a r e  w o rk in g  a s  f u l l - t i m e  

m i n i s t e r s  o f  m u sic  i n  c h u rc h e s  w h ile  o th e r s  a r e  s e r v in g
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c h u rc h e s  a s  p a r t - t i m e  m u sic  d i r e c t o r s .  O ften  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

d i r e c t o r s  t e a c h  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  a s  m usic  t e a c h e r s  d u r in g  

d a y - tim e  and d i r e c t  c h u rc h  c h o i r  r e h e a r s a l s  on W ednesday e v e n ­

in g s  and m u sic  f o r  t h e  Sunday w o rsh ip  s e r v i c e s . A lm ost e v e ry  

ch u rch  now h a s  some k in d  o f  c h o i r , u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  h ig h  

s c h o o l  age  s tu d e n t s  and  a d u l t s .  Many c h u rc h e s  h ave  f u l l  c h o i r  

program s w ith  c h o i r s  f o r  e le m e n ta ry ,  j u n i o r  and  s e n io r  h ig h  

s c h o o l  s tu d e n t s ,  and a d u l t s .  Some o f  th e  l a r g e r  c h u rc h e s  h ave  

a s  many a s  e i g h t  c h o i r s  w h ich  demand th e  f u l l  tim e  o f  a m u sic  

d i r e c t o r .  The c h o i r  d i r e c t o r  h a s  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  s e l e c t ­

in g  th e  m u sic  s u i t a b l e  f o r  each  o f  th e  c h o i r s ,  s e l e c t i n g  m u sic  

s u i t a b l e  f o r  e a c h  w o rsh ip  s e r v i c e ,  and  know ledge o f  w hat m u sic  

i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  e v e ry  w o rsh ip  s e r v i c e  and o c c a s io n .  S e r v ­

in g  a s  a m i n i s t e r  o f  m u sic  b r in g s  new n eed s  t o  s tu d e n ts  whom 

h e  w i l l  h av e  u n d e r  h i s  s u p e r v i s io n .  I n  m ost i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e s e  

s tu d e n ts  w i l l  b e  t a k i n g  th e  same c o u rs e  w ork and  m aking th e  

same p r e p a r a t i o n  a s  t h e  s tu d e n t  p r e p a r in g  f o r  a c a r e e r  a s  a  

p u b l ic  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r .

T h e re  w i l l  b e  t im e s  when some v o c a l  m usic  t e a c h e r s  

w i l l  a c c e p t  a  t e a c h in g  p o s i t i o n  in  a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  a  r u r a l  

a r e a  w here th e  s tu d e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  no o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  s tu d y  

v o ic e  u n le s s  t h e  t e a c h e r  h im s e l f  g iv e s  them  p r i v a t e  i n s t r u c ­

t i o n .  I t  o f t e n  becom es n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  c h o r a l  d i r e c t o r  to  ' 

g iv e  some o f  h i s  b e t t e r  s tu d e n t s  p r i v a t e  v o ic e  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  

o r d e r  t o  p ro d u c e  th e  q u a l i t y  c h o r a l  p rog ram  h e  may d e s i r e .

The h ig h  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r  m u st h av e  a d e q u a te  ..
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know ledge o f  th e  v o ic e  and m ethods o f  d e v e lo p in g  th e  i n d iv id u a l  

v o ic e  s tu d e n t .  He m u st h av e  co m p le te  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  

p h y s ic a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  human v o ic e  and  how t o  t r a i n  i t  

p r o p e r ly .  Good v o c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  

t r a i n i n g  th e  young v o ic e ;  th u s  th e  t e a c h e r  n o t  o n ly  n eed s  th e  

know ledge o f  how t o  t r a i n  t h e  v o ic e  b u t  a l s o  w h a t m a t e r i a l  i s  

b e s t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  th e  v o ic e  a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  ag e  l e v e l s .

T h e re  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a g r e a t  d e a l  a  c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r  

w ith  a good b ack g ro u n d  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  m u sic  t e a c h ­

in g  can do fo r  th e  c o l le g e  s tu d e n t  who h a s  n e v e r  h ad  any co n ­

t a c t  w ith  th e  p ro b lem s o f  te a c h in g  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  m usic  c l a s s e s . 

The p ro b lem  o f  p ro p e r  m a te r ia l s  t o  be u s e d  in  th e  v a r io u s  s i t u ­

a t i o n s  i s  enough in  i t s e l f  t o  c o n fu se  t h e  b e g in n in g  m usic  

t e a c h e r .  The s h o r t  sp an  o f  t im e  th e  c o l l e g e  h a s  t o  t r a i n  th e  

p r o s p e c t iv e  m usic  t e a c h e r  m ust b e  u se d  t o  th e  f u l l e s t  e x te n t  

and  c a n n o t be w as te d  b e c a u se  some i n s t r u c t o r  i s  n o t  p re p a re d  

to  te a c h  th e  m ethods o r  m a te r i a l s  h e  i s  a s s ig n e d  to  t e a c h .

I f  o u r  s tu d e n t s  co m p la in  t h a t  th e y  g e t  l i t t l e  o r  n o th in g  from  

t h e i r  c o u rs e s  in  m u sic  and m usic e d u c a t io n ,  l e t  us lo o k  f u r t h e r  

i n t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  know ing t h a t  th e  p ro b le m  in  su c h  c o u rs e s  

sh o u ld  n o t  be how t o  f i l l  up  th e  t im e  b u t  r a t h e r  how t o  g e t  

in  a l l  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  m a t te r s  w ith  w hich  a  young  te a c h e r  sh o u ld  

be  c o n v e r s a n t .  S tro n g  c o u rse s  in  m u sic  m e th o d s , m a t e r i a l s ,  

th e o r y ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  h i s t o r y ,  and a p p l ie d  m u sic  a r e  o f te n  th e  

d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  f a i l u r e  and  s u c c e s s  i n  th e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  

te a c h in g ,  when th e  b e g in n e r  i s  c o n f ro n te d  w ith  m ore p rob lem s
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th a n  h e  som etim es th in k s  h e  can  h a n d le .  M usic a d m in i s t r a to r s  

s h o u ld  be e x tre m e ly  c a u t io u s  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  m usic  

f a c u l t y  who w i l l  b e  i n s t r u c t i n g  th e s e  f u tu r e  t e a c h e r s . In  

m ost i n s t a n c e s ,  i t  seems w ise  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r s  

s h o u ld  hav e  h ad  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  t e a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e  b e f o r e  t r y ­

in g  t o  te a c h  p r o s p e c t iv e  t e a c h e r s  how t o  t e a c h .  T h is  seems 

a d v is a b le  in  th e  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  

c o u rse s  c o n c e rn in g  m ethods o f  t e a c h in g  and  m a te r i a l s  t o  be  

u se d  in  t e a c h in g .  I t  w ould  a l s o  seem  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  c o l le g e  

i n s t r u c t o r ,  s h o u ld  know how t o  w ork  w ith  th e  e le m e n ta ry , 

ju n io r  and s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  v o ic e  i f  h e  i s  g o in g  t o  i n ­

s t r u c t  h i s  s tu d e n t s  in  how t o  t r a i n  t h e  v o ic e  o f  t h i s  age 

l e v e l .

I f  m u s ic a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e ,  n o t  o n ly  

m ust c e r t a i n  ty p e s  o f  m u s ic a l  com petence  be  d e f in e d  b u t  a l s o  

n e c e s s a ry  and  p ro p e r  e x p e r ie n c e s  t o  p ro d u c e  them  m ust b e  e n ­

g e n d e re d . S u b je c t  m a t t e r ,  t e a c h in g  m e th o d s, m u s ic a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  

and  f a c i l i t i e s  m ust be f i t t e d  t o  th e  s t u d e n t 's  m a tu r i ty  and 

back g ro u n d  o f  e x p e r ie n c e ,  f o r  t h e s e  i te m s  d i r e c t l y  in f lu e n c e  

th e  p e r c e p t io n  and c o n se q u e n t r e a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s tu d e n t?  o n ly

by c a r e f u l  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  a l l  e n v iro n m e n ta l  f a c t o r s  do we f o r e -
1

o rd a in  th e  s t u d e n t ' s  r e s p o n s e .

When we sp e a k  a b o u t t h e  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g  program  

f o r  th o s e  s tu d e n t s  m a jo r in g  in  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n ,  we

^I b i d . , p .  237
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u s u a l l y  assum e t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  p e r io d  o f  t im e  c o v e r in g  a t  

l e a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  e d u c a t io n  o r  in  m ost in s t a n c e s  fo u r  and  

o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  o f  e d u c a t io n .  W ith  t h e  m u l t i tu d e  o f  a r e a s  i t  

seem s n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  t o  

c o v e r ,  fo u r  y e a r s  becom es a  v e ry  s h o r t  p e r io d  in  w hich  t o  b e ­

come th e  we11- t r a i n e d  m u sic  e d u c a to r  s o c i e t y  i s  now dem and ing . 

From w hat we h av e  o b se rv e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  t h i s  

p r e p a r a t i o n  c o u ld  in c lu d e  t e a c h in g  v o c a l  m u sic  in  th e  g e n e r a l  

m u sic  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  e le m e n ta ry  g r a d e s , j u n i o r  and s e n io r  h ig h  

s c h o o l ,  m usic  th e o r y  to  t h e  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  s tu d e n t s ,  

t e a c h in g  p r i v a t e  v o ic e  t o  t h e  s tu d e n t s  in  h i s  h ig h  s c h o o l  

c h o r a l  g ro u p s , and  d i r e c t i n g  a  c h u rc h  c h o i r  on S unday.

I t  seem s t h e r e  a r e  so  many t h i n g s  t h a t  m ust be c o v e re d  

in  t h i s  v e ry  s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  f o u r  y e a r s  t h a t  we m ust e i t h e r  

i n c r e a s e  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  p e r io d  t o  f i v e  y e a r s  o r  in c r e a s e  o u r  

t e a c h in g  e f f i c i e n c y  and a c c o m p lish  m ore w h ile  we h av e  t h e  s t u ­

d e n ts  u n d e r  o u r  s u p e r v i s io n  a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s . One re a s o n  

we h av e  n o t  b e e n  a b le  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  t im e  beyond fo u r  y e a r s  

i s  th e  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  demand f o r  v o c a l  m u sic  te a c h e r s  i n  

p u b l i c  s c h o o ls .  T h e re  a r e  more dem ands f o r  v o c a l  m usic  t e a c h ­

e r s  and c h u rc h  m usic d i r e c t o r s  th a n  t h e  c o l le g e s  can  p o s s ib ly  

f i l l .  We h av e  in c r e a s in g  p r e s s u r e  t o  g e t  s tu d e n t s  o u t  i n t o  

t h e  te a c h in g  f i e l d  a s  soon  as  p o s s i b l e  and  o f te n  w ith o u t  a d e ­

q u a te  p r e p a r a t i o n .  The r e s u l t  i s  o f t e n  t e a c h e r s  who a r e  n o t  

w e l l  p r e p a re d  b e f o r e  th e y  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  B a c h e lo r  d e g r e e .

W ith  th e  demand f o r  v o c a l  m usic  t e a c h e r s  becom ing e v e r  g r e a t e r .
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th e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s  m u st c o n c e n t r a te  on t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  th e  

v o c a l  m u sic  t r a i n i n g  p rog ram s t h a t  a r e  now in  o p e r a t i o n .

T hrough  th e  w ork o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  S ch o o ls  

o f  M usic and  M usic  E d u c a to rs  N a t io n a l  C o n fe re n c e , t h e  v o c a l  

m u sic  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram s h a v e  become müch more u n ifo rm  in  th e  

s t a t e  c o l l e g e s ,  y e t  t h e r e  seem t o  b e  many d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  

am ount o f  t r a i n i n g  th e  s tu d e n t s  a r e  r e c e iv in g  a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

s t a t e  c o l l e g e s . No m a t t e r  how w e l l  t h e s e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  o r  

i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  s tu d i e d  t h e  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  p rog ram s and  no 

m a t t e r  w hat c o n c lu s io n s  a r e  form ed from t h i s  p a p e r ,  t h e r e  w i l l  

a lw ay s be  some new p ro b le m s . T h e re  a r e  c e r t a i n  d e f e c t s  t h a t  

a r e  q u i t e  o b v io u s  in  o u r  v o c a l  m usic  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  program s 

i n  th e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s  o f  O klahom a. To im prove  th e  p rogram s 

w i l l  r e q u i r e  c o n c e n t r a te d  th o u g h t  and w ork from  th e  m u sic  ed u ­

c a t o r s  i n  t h e  m u sic  d e p a r tm e n ts  and  from  a l l  l e a d e r s  c o n n e c te d  

w ith  t h e  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  p rogram  in  t h e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s  o f  

O klahom a. I t  i s  h o ped  t h a t  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  h e lp  b r in g  a b o u t 

a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  p ro b lem s in v o lv e d  in  t h e  v o c a l  

m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  program s o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o l ­

le g e s  and t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  h e lp  e l im in a te  

some o f  t h e s e  p ro b le m s .



CHAPTER I I

VOCAL MUSIC EDUCATION TRAINING PROGRAMS AT 

THE NINE STATE-SUPPORTED COLLEGES

In fo rm a tio n  f o r  t h i s  c h a p te r  was o b ta in e d  by p e r s o n a l  

in te rv ie w s  w ith  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  D ep artm en t o f  M usic o r  

th e  A d v iso r  f o r  t h e  V ocal M usic  E d u c a tio n  T e a c h e r  T ra in in g  

Program  a t  each  o f  th e  n in e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  B ecause 

o f  th e  lo n g  d i s t a n c e  b e tw een  e a c h  o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  , t h e  in te rv ie w s  r e q u i r e d  n in e  s e p a r a t e  t r i p s  c o v e r in g  a 

d i s t a n c e  o f  o v e r  t h r e e  th o u s a n d  m i l e s . The in te rv ie w s  w ere 

co n d u c ted  d u r in g  J a n u a ry ,  F e b ru a ry , and M arch 1958.

In fo rm a tio n  c o l l e c t e d  from  th e  in te r v ie w s  co v ered  th e  

fo u r  m ain a r e a s  o f  m usic in  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  te a c h e r  

t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram : m usic  th e o r y ,  m u sic  h i s t o r y  and  l i t e r a t u r e ,

m usic  e d u c a t io n ,  and a p p l ie d  m u s ic . D u rin g  th e  in te rv ie w s ,  

each  s e c t io n  was d is c u s s e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  The a r e a s  o f m usic 

th e o ry  c o v e re d  w ere  th e  b a s ic  m u sic  th e o r y  c o u r s e s  w hich i n ­

c lu d ed  harm ony, s i g h t  s in g in g ,  e a r  t r a i n i n g ,  c o u n te r p o in t ,  

form s and  a n a l y s i s ,  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g ,  c o m p o s it io n , o r c h e s t r a ­

t i o n ,  and th e  e n t r a n c e  e x a m in a tio n  r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  m usic  

th e o r y .  The in te r v ie w  on m u sic  h i s t o r y  c o v e re d  m usic  a p p r e c i ­

a t i o n ,  m u sic  h i s t o r y ,  and  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e .  The a re a s
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c o v e re d  in  th e  in t e r v ie w  on m u sic  e d u c a t io n  in c lu d e d  m u sic  

m ethods and m a t e r i a l s  in  th e  e le m e n ta ry  and s e c o n d a ry  g r a d e s ,  

ju n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  g e n e r a l  m u sic  c l a s s e s ,  r e q u ire m e n ts  in  i n ­

s t r u m e n ta l  m u sic , c o n d u c tin g , r e c i t a l  a t te n d a n c e ,  c h o r a l  

o r g a n iz a t io n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g ,  and s tu d e n t  

te a c h in g  s u p e r v i s io n .  The a r e a s  d is c u s s e d  d u r in g  th e  i n t e r ­

view  on a p p l ie d  m u sic  in c lu d e d  a p p l i e d  v o ic e ,  a p p l ie d  p ia n o ,  

v o ic e  pedagogy , p ia n o  p r o f i c i e n c y  e x a m in a tio n s ,  and  r e c i t a l  r e ­

q u ire m e n ts  in  a p p l i e d  m u s ic . M ost o f  t h e  in fo r m a t io n  in c lu d e d  

in  t h i s  c h a p te r  came a s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  th e  in te r v ie w s  w ith  

th e  Chairm en o f  t h e  M usic D ep a rtm en ts  and  th e  in d iv id u a l s  who 

s u p e rv is e  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ra m s . 

Each o f  th e  i n d iv id u a l s  in te rv ie w e d  was v e ry  i n t e r e s t e d  in  

th e  p r o j e c t  and was e x tr e m e ly  c o o p e r a t iv e  in  a n sw e rin g  q u e s ­

t io n s  and g iv in g  in fo r m a t io n  to  th e  w r i t e r  t o  be u se d  a s  a 

p a r t  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .

Each o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o o p e r a t in g  w ith  t h i s  s tu d y  

i s  a  s t a t e  s u p p o r te d  f o u r - y e a r  c o l l e g e  o p e r a te d  by th e  S t a t e  

o f  O klahom a. The names o f  th e  n in e  c o o p e r a t in g  c o l l e g e s  w i l l  

n o t  b e  u sed  in  t h i s  c h a p te r ;  th e  c o l l e g e s  w i l l  b e  r e f e r r e d  to  

as  C o lle g e  A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, o r  I .

A m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  m usic  s tu d e n t s  s tu d y in g  a t  t h e s e  

c o l le g e s  w i l l  become v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r s  in  th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  

o f  O klahom a. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p rog ram s t h a t  th e  c o l l e g e s  e s t a b ­

l i s h  m ust m eet t h e  demands f o r  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  S t a t e  o f  O klahom a. The s ta n d a r d
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e le m e n ta ry -s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o l  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  Oklahoma h a s  t h e  

f o l lo w in g  re q u ire m e n ts  :

lo  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E d u c a tio n . T w en ty -o n e  s e m e s te r  
h o u rs  in  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t io n ,  i n c lu d in g  a t  l e a s t  
n in e  s e m e s te r  h o u rs  in  s tu d e n t  t e a c h i n g ,  m e th o d s , 
and  m a t e r i a l s ,  a r e  r e q u i r e d .  I f  m e th o d s, m a t e r i a l s ,  
and s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  a r e  n o t  com bined i n t o  an i n t e ­
g r a te d  c o u r s e ,  a minimum o f  s ix  s e m e s te r  h o u rs  i s  
d i r e c t e d  b e tw een  th e  e le m e n ta ry  and  s e c o n d a ry - s c h o o l  
l e v e l s ,  i s  r e q u i r e d ,

2 . G e n e ra l  E d u c a t io n .  F i f t y  s e m e s te r  h o u rs  in  
g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  a r e  r e q u i r e d ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  so  t h a t  
some w ork i s  c o m p le ted  in  a t  l e a s t  s i x  o f  t h e  fo llo w ­
in g  a r e a s :

a .  E n g l i s h  ( o r a l  E n g l i s h ,  w r i t t e n  E n g l is h ,  and 
l i t e r a t u r e ) .

b .  F in e  A r ts
c . F o re ig n  la n g u a g e .
d .  H e a l th  and p h y s ic a l  e d u c a t io n ,
e . H u m a n it ie s .
f . M a th e m a tic s .
g .  P r a c t i c a l  a r t s .
h . P sy c h o lo g y .
i .  S c ie n c e .
j .  S o c i a l  s t u d i e s .  (A m erican h i s t o r y  and g o v ern ­

m ent and  Oklahoma h i s t o r y  a r e  r e q u i r e d ) .
C o lle g e  c r e d i t  u se d  t o  s a t i s f y  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  

i n  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n ,  i n  a n  am ount n o t  t o  e x c e e d  te n  
s e m e s te r  h o u r s ,  may a l s o  b e  c o u n te d  i n  m e e tin g  r e q u i r e ­
m ents i n ' t h e  f i e l d  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,

3 . S p e c i a l i z e d  E d u c a tio n . V o ca l M u sic . A m in i­
mum o f  f o r t y  s e m e s te r  h o u rs  i n  m u sic  w i th  s p e c i a l  
em p h asis  on v o c a l  m u sic  i s  r e q u i r e d .

D u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  s tu d y ,  w h ich  we assum e w i l l  be  

f o u r  y e a r s , t h e  s tu d e n t  m ust p r e p a r e  h im s e l f  t o  becom e a com pe­

t e n t  m usic  e d u c a to r .  He m ust n o t  o n ly  becom e v e ry  p r o f i c i e n t  

in  m u sic  and  m u s ic  e d u c a t io n  b u t  a l s o  in  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  and g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n .  Time becom es v e ry  p r e c io u s  t o  th e

S t a t e  o f  Oklahoma D ep artm en t o f  E d u c a t io n ,  T e ach e r 
E d u c a tio n  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and A ssig n m en t Handbook (Oklahoma C i ty ,  
O klahom a: S t a t e  B oard o f  E d u c a t io n ,  O c to b e r ,  1 9 6 1 ), p p . 9 -1 0 .
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s tu d e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  i n  m u sic  w here so  many d i f f e r e n t  

a r e a s  o f  m u sic  m ust be m a s te re d  i f  h e  i s  to  have a  th o ro u g h  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  m u sic  c o u r s e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  him  t o  become 

th e  c a p a b le  m u sic  e d u c a to r  s o c i e t y  now dem ands.

The g e n e r a l  id e a  o f  m u sic  e d u c a to r s  th ro u g h o u t th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  i s  t h a t  p r o s p e c t iv e  m u sic  e d u c a to r s  sh o u ld  

s tu d y  m u s ic , e d u c a t io n ,  an d  s u b je c t s  o th e r  th a n  m u sic  and  ed u ­

c a t i o n .  A bou t h a l f  o f  th e  s t u d e n t 's  e n t i r e  t im e , d u r in g  f o u r  

y e a r s  o f  s tu d y ,  sh o u ld  be s p e n t  in  w o rk in g  a t  a p p l ie d  m u s ic , 

m u sic  t h e o r y ,  m u sic  h i s t o r y  an d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m usic  e d u c a t io n ,  

an d  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  t h a t  s o u ld  i n s u r e  a t  l e a s t  r e a s o n a b ly  good 

m u s ic ia n s h ip  by th e  tim e  h e  r e c e iv e s  h i s  B a c h e lo r  d e g re e .

The p r o s p e c t iv e  m usic  e d u c a to r  m ust become a t  l e a s t  a  p r o f i ­

c i e n t  m u s ic ia n  even  th o u g h  h e  n eed  n o t  b e  a  b r i l l i a n t  p e r ­

fo rm er .

A bou t a  f o u r th  o f  th e  s t u d e n t 's  t im e  sh o u ld  be  d e ­

v o te d  t o  t h e  s tu d y  o f  t e a c h in g ,  in c lu d in g  c o u r s e s  i n  e d u c a ­

t i o n a l  p s y c h o lo g y , p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t e a c h in g  s c h o o l  o r g a n iz a t io n  

an d  m anagem ent, p h ilo so p h y  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  p lu s  c o u rs e s  in  m usic  

e d u c a t io n  w hich  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  a d e q u a te  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  o b ­

s e r v in g  c h i l d r e n  a t  work in  s c h o o l ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  o p p o r tu n i ty  

f o r  s tu d e n t  te a c h in g  u n d e r  s k i l l f u l  s u p e r v i s io n .  He m ust 

h av e  enough a c t u a l  e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  c h i ld r e n  so  t h a t  h e  can  

e n t e r  upon  h i s  w ork o f  m e d ia t in g  m u sic  t o  them  w ith  c o n f i ­

d e n c e . " The re m a in in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  one f o u r th  o f  th e  s t u d e n t 's  

tim e  s h o u ld  be  d e v o te d  t o  c o u r s e s  i n  E n g l is h ,  E n g l is h
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l i t e r a t u r e ,  s p e e c h , h i s t o r y ,  f o r e ig n  la n g u a g e , any o th e r  su b ­

j e c t  in  w hich  an  i n d i v i d u a l  s tu d e n t  m ig h t b e  i n t e r e s t e d  and

by means o f  w h ich  h e  m ig h t e n r ic h  and  b ro a d e n  h i s  p e r s p e c -  
1

t i v e  o

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e t  down j u s t  how th e s e  o b je c t iv e s  

s h o u ld  be  a p p ro a c h e d  and  t h i s  w r i t e r  w ould n o t  t r y  t o  s e t  a 

f ix e d  p a t t e r n  b u t  r a t h e r  m en tio n  a  p ro b a b le  s e t  o f  c o u rse s  

t h a t  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  s h o u ld  t a k e .  The 

c o u rs e  o u t l i n e  s h o u ld  be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  y e t  f l e x i b l e  enough to  

p e rm it  s tu d e n t s  m ore th a n  j u s t  one s e l e c t i o n  o r  c o u r s e s . D ur­

in g  th e  fre sh m an  y e a r  th e  em phasis  s h o u ld  b e  on m u sic , b o th  

a p p l ie d  and  t h e o r e t i c a l .  T h e re  s h o u ld  a l s o  b e  a c o u rse  in  

E n g l is h  c o m p o s it io n , h i s t o r y ,  and g o v e rn m en t. D u rin g  th e  

fresh m an  y e a r  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  s h o u ld  b e  r e ­

q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  a  w e l l -d e v e lo p e d  c o u rse  i n  t h e  te rm in o lo g y  o f  

m u s ic , p o s s ib ly  i n  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  t h e  m u sic  th e o r y  c l a s s .  

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  a  m a jo r  ensem ble  a l l  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  c o l le g e  

s h o u ld  be  r e q u i r e d  o f  a l l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s t u d e n t s .  The f r e s h ­

man y e a r  i s  n o t  e a s y ,  f o r  t h e  v o c a l  m u s ic " S tu d e n t m ust p r a c t i c e  

a p p l ie d  v o ic e  and  p ia n o  fo u r  o r  f iv e  h o u rs  a  d a y .

I n  h i s  se c o n d  y e a r  t h e  sophom ore w i l l  c o n tin u e  m ost o f  

h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  A p p lie d  v o ic e  an d  p ia n o  s h o u ld  be 

c o n tin u e d  w ith  a b o u t  fo u r  o r  f iv e  h o u rs  o f  d a i l y  p r a c t i c e .

K a r l  W. G eh rk en s , "The D evelopm ent o f  a C o lle g e  C ur­
r ic u lu m  i n  M usic E d u c a t io n ,"  M usic E d u c a to rs  J o u r n a l , V o l. 47 
(N ovem ber-D ecem ber, 1 9 6 0 ), p .  31.
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M usic th e o r y  s h o u ld  be c o n tin u e d  b o th  s e m e s te rs»  The s tu d e n t  

sh o u ld  ta k e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t io n  c o u rs e s  b o th  s e m e s te r s .

The s tu d e n t  s h o u ld  co m p le te  two s e m e s te rs  o f  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  

d u r in g  h i s  seco n d  y e a r  o f  s tu d i e s  « He s h o u ld  c o m p le te  one 

f u l l  y e a r  o f  f o r e ig n  la n g u a g e  d u r in g  h i s  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  

c o l l e g e .

D u rin g  th e  f i r s t  two y e a r s ,  much o f  th e  s t u d e n t 's  tim e  

w i l l  b e  d e v o te d  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  m u sic , b o th  a p p l i e d  and  th e o ­

r e t i c a l .  D u rin g  th e  j u n io r  y e a r  th e  s tu d e n t  s h o u ld  t a k e  c h i l d  

p sy c h o lo g y , a d o le s c e n t  p sy c h o lo g y , and  tw o s e m e s te r s  o f  m u sic  

e d u c a t io n  in c lu d in g  e le m e n ta ry  and s e c o n d a ry  m u sic  m eth o d s.

He s h o u ld  c o n t in u e  h i s  a p p l ie d  t r a i n i n g  in  v o ic e  an d , i f  p o s ­

s i b l e ,  a p p l ie d  p ia n o  t r a i n i n g .  The t h i r d  y e a r  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  

c o u r s e s  in  m u sic  th e o r y ,  c o u n te r p o in t ,  form s and a n a l y s i s ,  and  

c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g .  He s h o u ld  c o m p le te  a c o u rs e  in  c h o r a l  co n ­

d u c t in g  d u r in g  h i s  t h i r d  y e a r  o f  s tu d y .  A f u l l  y e a r 's  w ork 

in  m u sic  h i s t o r y  u s u a l ly  comes d u r in g  th e  j u n io r  y e a r .

The f o u r th  y e a r  o f  c o l le g e  w ork f o r  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  

e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  w i l l  in c lu d e  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g .  He w i l l  co n ­

t i n u e  a p p l ie d  v o ic e  and p o s s ib ly  a p p l ie d  p ia n o .  He may i n ­

c lu d e  one more s e m e s te r  o f  a  m usic  th e o r y  c o u r s e .  The s tu d e n t  

w i l l  u s u a l ly  t a k e  a c o u rs e  in  community p ia n o  and v o ic e  p e d a ­

gogy d u r in g  h i s  s e n io r  y e a r .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  above 

d e s c r ib e d  c o u r s e s ,  th e  s tu d e n t  s h o u ld  t a k e  enough a d d i t i o n a l  

e l e c t i v e s  t o  make him  a  w e l l - e d u c a te d  t e a c h e r  in  f i e l d s  o th e r  

th a n  v o c a l  m u s ic . T hese c o u rs e s  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  s p e e c h .
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m a th e m a tic s , s c ie n c e ,  b u s in e s s ,  and  s o c io lo g y .  Many v o c a l  

m usic e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  w i l l  b e  u n a b le  to  co m p le te  a l l  o f  

t h e i r  w ork in  fo u r  y e a r s  an d  w i l l  f in d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a t t e n d  

c o l le g e  one a d d i t i o n a l  s e m e s te r  o r  a t  l e a s t  one summer s e s ­

s io n .

D u rin g  h i s  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  c o l le g e ,  t h e  s tu d e n t  s h o u ld  

h av e  l e a r n e d  a  g r e a t  many t h in g s  ab o u t th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  

A m erican e d u c a t io n .  I t  i s  hoped  t h a t  th e  v o c a l  m u s ic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  s tu d e n t  w i l l  n o t  b e  o n ly  an  e d u c a te d  v o c a l  m u s ic  s tu d e n t  

b u t  w i l l  a l s o  h av e  a  w e l l - ro u n d e d  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  in  a d d i ­

t i o n  t o  h i s  e d u c a t io n  i n  v o c a l  m u sic .

The m u sic  th e o r y  c o u r s e  a t  th e  c o l le g e  l e v e l  i s  n o t  

f o r  th e  g e n e r a l  s tu d e n t  b u t  i s  f o r  th e  s tu d e n t  w ith  a t  l e a s t  

a m in im al b a ck g ro u n d  in  m u s ic . The p u rp o se  o f  th e  m u sic  

th e o r y  c o u r s e s  i s  t o  t e a c h  th e  m ain f a c t s  and th e  p r i n c i p l e s  

ab o u t t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  m u s ic . The work s e l e c t e d  f o r  th e  

m usic th e o r y  c l a s s e s  s h o u ld  be  b o th  f u n c t io n a l  and v e r s a t i l e .  

M usic th e o r y  i s  c a l l e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  nam es— su c h  a s  b a s i c  

m u sic , fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f  m u s ic , fu n d a m e n ta l m u s ic ia n s h ip ,  b a s i c  

t h e o r y . Some o f  th e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s  in  Oklahoma u se  an  i n t e ­

g r a te d  a p p ro a c h  t o  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  th e o r y  r a t h e r  th a n  s e p a r a t e  

c o u rse s  f o r  e a r  t r a i n i n g ,  s i g h t  s in g in g ,  p a r t  w r i t i n g ,  and  

k ey b o ard  harm ony. O th e r  c o l l e g e s  have s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e s  f o r  

some o f  th e  c o u r s e s ,  u s u a l l y  com bin ing  e a r  t r a i n i n g  and  s i g h t  

s in g in g  a s  one c o u rs e  an d  p a r t w r i t i n g  and k ey b o a rd  a s  a  

s e p a r a te  c o u r s e .  U s u a l ly  d iv id e d  c o u rse s  su c h  a s  t h i s  a r e



28

t a u g h t  by  two s e p a r a t e  members o f  t h e  f a c u l t y .  I n  m o st i n ­

s ta n c e s ,  t h e  u n i f i e d  ap p ro a c h  t o  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  m u sic  th e o ry  

i s  more m u s ic a l ly  v a l i d .  M elody and harm ony a r e  i n t e r r e l a t e d ,  

and  th e y  dep en d  upon th e  u s e f u ln e s s  o f  k ey b o a rd  harm ony. P a r t -  

w r i t i n g  o f  m u sic  an d  th e  a u r a l  s tu d y  in  m u sic  a r e  c l o s e ly  r e ­

l a t e d  .

Even th o u g h  a  minimum m u s ic a l  know ledge i s  a  p r e r e q u i ­

s i t e  f o r  t h e  b e g in n in g  c o u rse  i n  fre sh m an  m usic  th e o r y ,  t h e  

m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s  f i n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  f i r s t  t o  co n ­

c e n t r a t e  on fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f  t h e  m u s ic a l  n o m e n c la tu re .

Many o f  th e  e n t e r i n g  fre sh m en  s tu d e n t s  hav e  h a d  v e ry  

l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y , t r a i n i n g  in  m u sic  th e o r y  d u r in g  t h e i r  h ig h  

s c h o o l e d u c a t io n .  Some o f  t h e  s tu d e n t s  h av e  h ad  v e ry  l i t t l e ,  

i f  any , t r a i n i n g  in  p ia n o .  Many o f  t h e s e  s tu d e n ts  a r e  in  

some r e s p e c t s  good m u s ic ia n s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  h av e  c o n s id e r a b le  

m u s ic a l a p t i t u d e ,  b u t  t h e i r  know ledge  o f  m usic  th e o r y  i s  e x ­

tre m e ly  l i m i t e d ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e g in  w ith  e l e ­

m en ta ry  m u sic  th e o r y .  W ith o u t e x c e p t io n ,  a l l  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c ­

t o r s  from  th e  s t a t e  c o l le g e s  who w ere  in te rv ie w e d  f e l t  t h a t  

th e r e  s h o u ld  b e  a s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e  t a u g h t  f o r  s tu d e n t s  who 

h av e  v e ry  l i t t l e  t r a i n i n g  in  m u sic  th e o r y  p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  

c o l l e g e .  (See T a b le  1 ) .  T h is  s h o u ld  b e  a  o n e - s e m e s te r  

c o u rs e ,  ev en  th o u g h  i t  i s  b a r e l y  p o s s i b l e  to  b r in g  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t to  c o l l e g e  l e v e l  in  m u sic  t h e o r y  i n  n in e  w eek s . The 

m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  th o u g h t  t h i s  s h o u ld  be  a  n o n ­

c r e d i t  c o u r s e  o f f e r e d  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  a  s tu d e n t  i s  a llo w e d  t o



TABLE 1 
MUSIC THEORY COURSES

C o l­
l e g e

R e q u ire d
EE

R e q u ire d
FC

H o u rs  o f  
BT

H o u rs  o f  
CP

H o u rs  o f  
FA

H ours o f  
CA

H o u rs  o f  
0

H ours o f  
C

A no no 8 2 2 0 2 0
B no y e s 15 0 2 0 3 0
C no y e s 14 0 0 0 0 0
D no no 12 3 3 2 0 0
E no no 12 2 2 2 0 2
F no no U n i f ie d U n i f ie d U n i f i e d 0 0 U n i f ie d
G no no 13 2 0 0 0 0
H y e s y e s 12 2 . 2 2 0 0
I no no 16 2 2 0 2 0

(O
VO

Keys EE— Entrance Examination in Music Theory 
FC—F u n d a m e n ta ls  C o u rse  i n  M u sic  T h e o ry  
BT— Basic Theory 
CP— Counterpoint
FA— Form s a n d  A n a ly s is  
CA— Choral Arranging 

O —O r c h e s t r â t  io n  
C— Composition
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ta k e  a  fre sh m an  th e o r y  c o u r s e .  Two o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o l le g e s  

a l r e a d y  h av e  su ch  a  c o u rs e  f o r  e n t e r in g  m u sic  s tu d e n t s .  B oth 

c o l le g e s  f in d  t h i s  c o u rse  t o  b e  e x tre m e ly  v a lu a b le ,  e x p e c ia l ly  

t o  s tu d e n ts  who h av e  h ad  l i t t l e  t r a i n i n g  d u r in g  t h e i r  h ig h  

s c h o o l e d u c a t io n .  One o f  t h e  two c o l l e g e s  g iv e s  an e n tr a n c e  

e x a m in a tio n  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  s e m e s te r  th e  s tu d e n t  i s  e n r o l le d  

a s  a m u sic  m a jo r , and  from  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  e x a m in a tio n , a 

d e c is io n  i s  made c o n c e rn in g  th e  m u sic  th e o r y  c o u rse  i n  w hich  

th e  s tu d e n t  sh o u ld  b e  e n r o l l e d .  S tu d e n ts  show ing p o o r  r e ­

s u l t s  on th e  th e o r y  e x a m in a tio n  a r e  p la c e d  in  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  

o f  m usic c l a s s .  Those s tu d e n t s  who h av e  h ad  s u f f i c i e n t  t r a i n ­

in g  i n  th e o r y  d u r in g  h ig h  s c h o o l  and  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  c o n t in u in g  

w ith  th e  fresh m an  l e v e l  o f  c o l l e g e  th e o r y  a r e  a llo w e d  to  e n ­

r o l l  in  th e  f i r s t  s e m e s te r  o f  th e  c o l l e g e  m u sic  th e o r y  r e ­

q u ire m e n ts  . The s tu d e n t s  who e n r o l l  i n  th e  fu n d a m en ta ls  

c l a s s  may t a k e  th e  c o u rs e  f o r  tw o h o u rs  o f  m u sic  th e o r y  c r e d i t ;  

how ever, t h i s  two h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  w i l l  n o t  f u l f i l l  any  d e g re e  

r e q u ire m e n t i n  m u sic  t h e o r y .  T h is  i s  a  o n e - s e m e s te r  c o u rse  

t h a t  m ee ts  tw o d ay s  p e r  w eek . The o t h e r  o f  th e  two c o l le g e s  

o f f e r i n g  a fu n d a m e n ta ls  c o u r s e  in  m u sic  th e o r y ,  r e q u i r e s  no 

e n t r a n c e  e x a m in a tio n  in  m u sic  t h e o r y .  The s tu d e n t s  a r e  a l ­

lowed t o  e n t e r  e i t h e r  a  fu n d a m e n ta ls  in  m u sic  c l a s s  t h a t  m eets  

f o r  n in e  w eeks, o r  th e y  may cho o se  t o  e n r o l l  in  th e  b a s ic  

fresh m an  m usic  th e o r y  c l a s s .  Even th o u g h  t h i s  c o l le g e  d o es  

n o t  r e q u i r e  an  e n t r a n c e  e x a m in a tio n  in  m u sic  th e o r y ,  th e  e n ­

r o l lm e n t  i s  s m a ll  enough t h a t  e v e ry  e n t e r i n g  f re s h m a n . i s
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g iv e n  p e r s o n a l  c o u n s e l in g  b e f o re  e n ro l lm e n t  and th o s e  who th e  

d e p a r tm e n t ch a irm an  b e l i e v e s  w ould b e n e f i t  from th e  b a s i c  

fu n d a m e n ta ls  c l a s s  a r e  e n c o u ra g e d  t o  e n r o l l  i n  th e  c l a s s  f o r  

one n in e -w e e k  te r m .  The s tu d e n ts  t a k in g  t h i s  n in e -w e e k  c o u rs e  

may t a k e  th e  c l a s s  f o r  tw o h o u rs  c r e d i t  i n  m usic  th e o r y ;  how­

e v e r ,  t h i s  c o u rs e  w i l l  n o t  f u l f i l l  any d e g re e  r e q u ire m e n t  i n  

m usic  t h e o r y .  B o th  c o l l e g e s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s tu d e n ts  who h av e  

c o m p le ted  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f  m u sic  c o u r s e  w i l l  have  e x c e l ­

l e n t  t r a i n i n g  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  fre sh m an  m u sic  th e o r y  

c o u r s e s .  W ith o u t i t ,  many o f  t h e  s tu d e n t s  would, h av e  d i f f i ­

c u l t y  w i th  a fre sh m an  th e o r y  c o u rs e  and some w ould n o t  b e  

a b le  t o  p a ss  su c h  a  c o u r s e .  B oth  s c h o o ls  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  

c l a s s  i s  o f  v a lu e  t o  t h e i r  m usic  p ro g ram . Only one o f  th e  

n in e  c o l l e g e s  r e p r e s e n te d  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  r e q u i r e s  th e  e n t e r i n g  

fre sh m an  m u sic  s tu d e n t  t o  ta k e  an  e n t r a n c e  e x a m in a tio n  in  

m usic  t h e o r y ; h o w e v e r , e ac h  o f  th e  n in e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  t h i s  w ould b e  v a lu a b le  and w ould  h e l p  them  u n d e r s ta n d  

th e  p rob lem s f a c in g  th e  fresh m an  m u sic  s tu d e n t  i n  m u sic  th e o r y .

S ix  o f  t h e  c o l le g e s  o f f e r  u n i f i e d  c o u rse s  in  m usic  

t h e o r y ,  com bin ing  harm ony and  s i g h t - s i n g i n g  i n t o  one c o u r s e ,  

w hich  i s  a  c o n tin u o u s  c o u r s e  b e in g  o f f e r e d  f o r  tw o s e m e s te r s  

d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  m usic  s tu d y .  One c o l l e g e  g iv e s  

t h r e e  h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  f o r  th e  c o u r s e ,  w hich  m ee ts  f o u r  d ay s  

p e r  w eek, one h o u r  e a c h  d a y . T h re e  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e s  o f f e r  t h e  

com bined c o u r s e s ,  w h ich  m eet f i v e  d ay s  p e r  w eek, one h o u r  

e a c h  d a y , and t h e  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e  fo u r  h o u rs  o f  c o l l e g e
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c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  c l a s s  w ork . A t two o f  th e  c o l le g e s  o f f e r i n g  

com bined c o u r s e s ,  t h e  s tu d e n ts  m eet c l a s s  f iv e  d a y s  p e r  w eek, 

o n e  h o u r  e a c h  d a y , an d  r e c e iv e  f iv e  h o u rs  o f  c o l le g e  c r e d i t  

f o r  th e  c o u r s e .  T h ese  s i x  c o l le g e s  r e q u i r e  th e  same am ount 

o f  c l a s s  w ork an d  g iv e  th e  s tu d e n ts  th e  same am ount o f  c r e d i t  

d u r in g  th e  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  s tu d y  in  m usic  t h e o r y . The c o u rs e s  

o f f e r e d  a r e  on a m ore adv an ced  l e v e l  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  and in  each  

in s t a n c e  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  m u sic  th e o r y  i s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  

t h e  seco n d  y e a r  o f  t r a i n i n g .  The t h r e e  re m a in in g  c o l le g e s  o f  - 

t h e  n in e  in te r v ie w e d  r e q u i r e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  c o m b in a tio n s  o f  

t r a i n i n g  in  m u sic  th e o r y  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  s tu d y .  C o l­

le g e  B r e q u i r e s  t h e  s tu d e n t  t o  ta k e  t h r e e  s e m e s te r  h o u rs  o f  

c r e d i t  i n  s i g h t - s i n g i n g  e a c h  s e m e s te r  f o r  th e  f i r s t  y e a r .  

B ecau se  o f  t h e  u s u a l l y  p o o r th e o r y  b ack g ro u n d  i t  can  b e t t e r  

p r e p a r e  t h e  s tu d e n t  by g iv in g  him  two s e m e s te r s  o f  s i g h t -  

s in g in g  b e f o r e  h e  i s  p e r m it te d  t o  e n r o l l  i n  th e  b e g in n in g  

harm ony c l a s s .  D u r in g  th e  tw o s e m e s te r s ,  some fu n d a m e n ta ls  i n  

m u sic  a r e  a l s o  g iv e n  t o  th e  s t u d e n t s , th u s  p r e p a r in g  them  

b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e  in  harm ony. The e n t i r e  f i r s t  y e a r  i s  

d e v o te d  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  in  s i g h t - s i n g i n g  w ith  some fu n d am en ta ls  

in c lu d e d .  The f i r s t  n in e  weeks o f  th e  f i r s t  s e m e s te r  a r e  

u s u a l l y  d e v o te d  t o  w ork in  fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f  m u s ic .

Each o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a s  p ro b lem s w i th  many s t u ­

d e n ts  e n t e r i n g  a s  m u s ic  m a jo rs ,  who h av e  n o t  h ad  s u f f i c i e n t  

b ack g ro u n d  in  h ig h  s c h o o l  t o  com prehend th e  f i r s t - y e a r  l e v e l  

o f  work t h a t  i s  e x p e c te d  o f  th e  e n t e r i n g  m usic  s tu d e n t  i n  th e
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c o l l e g e s .  D u rin g  th e  se co n d  y e a r  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  work in  

th e o r y  a t  C o lle g e  B, th e  s tu d e n t s  a r e  e n r o l l e d  in  a c la s s  in  

b e g in n in g  m u sic  harm ony d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  s e m e s te r .  They m eet 

c l a s s  t h r e e  days p e r  w eek, one h o u r  e a c h  day , and r e c e iv e  

t h r e e  h o u rs  o f  c o l le g e  c r e d i t .  D u rin g  th e  seco n d  s e m e s te r  

o f  t h e i r  seco n d  y e a r  o f  s tu d y ,  th e y  t a k e  in te r m e d ia te  harm ony, 

w h ich  i s  a  f o u r - h o u r - c r e d i t  c o u r s e ,  m e e tin g  f o u r  days p e r  

w eek. The f i r s t  s e m e s te r  o f  th e  t h i r d  y e a r ,  j u n io r  y e a r ,  th e  

s tu d e n t  ta k e s  a tw o - h o u r - c r e d i t  c o u rs e  in  ad v an ced  harm ony, 

m e e tin g  c l a s s  two h o u rs  e a c h  w eek. C o lle g e  E r e q u i r e s  th e  

s tu d e n t  t o  be e n r o l le d  in  m u sic  th e o r y  f o r  f i v e  s e m e s te rs  

d u r in g  h i s  f i r s t  two and  o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  o f  c o l le g e  w ork .

D u rin g  e a c h  o f  th e  tw o s e m e s te r s  o f  th e  fresh m an  y e a r ,  th e  

s tu d e n t  i s  e n r o l le d  in  two s e m e s te r  h o u rs  o f  m usic  th e o r y .

He r e c e iv e s  two h o u rs  o f  c l a s s  w ork p e r  w eek. The f i r s t  y e a r  

i s  d e v o te d  p r im a r i ly  t o  fu n d a m e n ta ls  in  m usic  harm ony. D ur­

in g  th e  seco n d  y e a r  o f  s tu d y ,  th e  s tu d e n t  m ee ts  c la s s  f i v e

d ays p e r  w eek, f o r  one h o u r  e a ch  d a y , and  r e c e iv e s  t h r e e

h o u rs  o f  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t .  T hese  c l a s s e s  a r e  d e v o te d  to "h a rm o n y , 

s i g h t - s i n g i n g ,  and e a r - t r a i n i n g .  D u rin g  th e  f i r s t  s e m e s te r  

o f  th e  t h i r d  y e a r  o f  s tu d y ,  th e  s tu d e n t  e n r o l l s  in  a  tw o -h o u r-  

c r e d i t  c o u r s e ,  m e e tin g  c l a s s  two d ay s  p e r  w eek, one h o u r each

d a y . The m usic  th e o r y  c o u r s e s  a t  C o lle g e  F a r e  o f f e r e d  a s  a

u n i f i e d  s tu d y  in c lu d in g  harm ony, s i g h t - s i n g i n g ,  c o u n te r p o in t ,  

fo rm s and  a n a l y s i s ,  o r c h e s t r a t i o n ,  c o n d u c t in g ,  m usic l i t e r a t u r e ,  

and  m usic  h i s t o r y .  The s tu d e n t s  a r e  e n r o l l e d  in  th e s e  c o u rse s
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f o r  s e v e n  s e m e s te r s .  T e a m  te a c h in g  by i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  m u sic  

th e o r y ,  m u sic  h i s t o r y - l i t e r a t u r e ,  and  m usic  e d u c a t io n  i s  u s e d  

in  p r e s e n t in g  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  th e  s t u d e n t s .

The d e p a r tm e n t  ch a irm en  o r  v o c a l  m usic  a d v i s o r s  i n t e r ­

v iew ed  w ere c o n f id e n t  t h a t  t h e i r  g r a d u a te s  w ere r e c e iv in g  a d e ­

q u a te  t r a i n i n g  in  b a s ic  m u sic  harm ony, e a r - t r a i n i n g ,  and  

s i g h t - s i n g i n g .  S ix  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e s  o f f e r  s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e s  i n  

b o th  c o u n te r p o in t  and fo rm s and  a n a l y s i s .  T hese  c o u r s e s  a r e  

in c lu d e d  d u r in g  th e  t h i r d  and  f o u r th  y e a r s  o f  s tu d y .  T hese  

c o u r s e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  o f f e r e d  a s  e l e c t i v e s  and  can  b e  s e l e c t e d  

any  s e m e s te r  d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  tw o y e a r s . Each o f  t h e  c o l le g e s  

r e q u i r e s  th e  s tu d e n t  t o  co m p le te  t h e  b a s ic  m usic  th e o r y  c o u r s e s  

b e f o r e  e n r o l lm e n t  in  e i t h e r  c o u n te r p o in t  o r  form s and  a n a l y s i s .  

C o lle g e  B d o es  n o t  o f f e r  c o u n te r p o in t  b u t  do es  o f f e r  one 

s e m e s te r  o f  fo rm s and  a n a l y s i s  and  s tu d e n ts  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  

ta k e  fo rm s and  a n a l y s i s  a f t e r  c o m p le tin g  th e  b a s i c  th e o r y  

c o u r s e s .  C o lle g e  G r e q u i r e s  a l l  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s t u ­

d e n ts  t o  c o m p le te  one s e m e s te r  o f  c o u n te r p o in t  a f t e r  com ple­

t i o n  o f  th e  b a s i c  th e o r y  c o u r s e s h o w e v e r , i t  d o es  o f f e r  a 

c o u r s e  i n  fo rm s and a n a l y s i s .  C o u n te rp o in t  and form s and  

a n a l y s i s  a t  C o lle g e  P a r e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  u n i f i e d  c o u r s e s  

w hich  c o n ta in  t h e  b a s i c  m u sic  th e o r y  c o u rse s  and  m u sic  l i t e r a ­

t u r e  an d  h i s t o r y .  S even  o f  t h e  c o l le g e s  g iv e  t h e  s tu d e n t  two 

h o u rs  o f  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t  f o r  e a c h  o f  th e s e  c o u r s e s .  C o lle g e  D 

g iv e s  t h r e e  h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  f o r  e a c h  c o u r s e , i n  c o u n te r p o in t  

and  fo rm s and  a n a l y s i s .  A t C o lle g e  F, t h e s e  c o u r s e s  a r e
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in c lu d e d  w ith  t h e  u n i f i e d  c o u r s e  in  m u sic  th e o r y  and  m usic  

h i s t o r y .  In  e a c h  i n s t a n c e ,  e a c h  c o u rse  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  o n ly  

one  s e m e s te r  and  i s  o f f e r e d  a s  e i t h e r  a  t h i r d  o r  f o u r th  y e a r  

c o u r s e  i n  m u sic  t h e o r y . O nly t h r e e  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  in c lu d e d  

in  th e  s tu d y  o f f e r  s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e s  in  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g .

E ach  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  c o l l e g e s  in c lu d e s  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g  a s  an 

e l e c t i v e  in  t h e  c u r r ic u lu m . The c o u r s e  i s  t a k e n ,  a s  a  c h o ic e  

o f  th e  s tu d e n t ,  a f t e r  h e  h a s  co m p le ted  th e  b a s ic  c o u rs e s  in  

m u sic  t h e o r y .  In  e ac h  i n s t a n c e ,  th e  c o u r s e  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  

one  s e m e s te r  and  th e  s tu d e n t  r e c e iv e s  tw o h o u rs  o f  c o l le g e  

c r e d i t .  A t C o lle g e s  A, B, and  I ,  o r c h e s t r a t i o n  i s  o f f e r e d  

an d  s tu d e n t s  i n  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  a r e  p e r m i t te d  t o  e n r o l l  

i n  t h i s  c o u r s e  w hich  in c lu d e s  some c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g  in  a d d i ­

t i o n  to  in s t r u m e n ta l  a r r a n g in g .  The c o u r s e  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  

one s e m e s te r  i n  w hich  th e  s tu d e n t  r e c e iv e s  two h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  

f o r  each  s e m e s te r .  The s tu d e n t  m ust co m p le te  th e  c o u rs e s  in  

b a s i c  m usic  th e o r y  b e f o r e  h e  i s  p e r m it te d  t o  e n r o l l  in  t h e  

c o m p o s it io n  c l a s s .  A t t h e  o t h e r  c o l l e g e s  t h e  s tu d e n t s  a r e  

t a u g h t  some c o m p o s itio n  w h ile  e n r o l l e d  in  t h e  b a s i c  m usic  

th e o r y  c o u r s e s .

The h i s t o r i c a l  a s p e c t  o f  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  m u sic  i s  

a  le n g th y  s tu d y  and  in v o lv e s  much c a r e f u l  r e a d in g  and p a t i e n t  

l i s t e n i n g ,  b u t  i t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  i f  we a r e  t o  o b ta in  

a  p ro p e r  p e r s p e c t iv e  in  l i s t e n i n g  and t h e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  

m u s ic . We m u st r e l a t e  m u sic  t o  th e  o t h e r  v a lu e s  o f  l i f e .  We 

m u st r e a l i z e  how m usic  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  how i t
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p a r a l l e l s  o t h e r  p h a se s  o f  m a n 's  d ev e lo p m en t, w h a t i t  s ta n d s  

f o r  now, an d  w hat a r e  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  f u t u r e .  

L i s te n in g  i s  im p o r ta n t  as  one o f  th e  m a jo r  a c t i v i t i e s  in  m usic 

e d u c a t io n  in  th e  same way t h a t  e ac h  o f  th e  o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  

i s ,  f o r  many s tu d e n t s  w i l l  f in d  i t  m ost e f f e c t i v e  and  s a t i s f y ­

in g  avenue  t o  t h e i r  own m u s ic a l  g ro w th . I t  i s  th ro u g h  th e  

s tu d y  o f  m u sic  h i s t o r y  and th ro u g h  l i s t e n i n g  to  m u sic  l i t e r a ­

t u r e  t h a t  we can h a v e  th e  m o st com prehensive  c o n ta c t  w ith  o u r  

m u s ic a l  h e r i t a g e  and  c o n t in u e  to . r e c e iv e  and a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  

o u r  own u s e  th e  v a lu e s  i t  h a s  b ro u g h t t o  form er g e n e r a t io n s .  

T h is  n eed  n o t  in v o lv e  s u p e r im p o s in g  a  p a s t  c u l t u r e  upon t h a t  

o f  th e  p r e s e n t ;  i n  f a c t ,  i t  can  p ro v id e  a p o in t  o f  r e f e r e n c e  

w hich can  make c o n te m p o ra ry  t r e n d s  more u n d e r s ta n d a b le ,  w h ile ,  

a t  th e  same t im e , i t  p e r p e tu a te s  e n d u r in g  v a lu e s  t h a t  a r e  a  ■ 

s t a b i l i z i n g  in f lu e n c e  in  s o c i e t y .  I f  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  e x p e r i ­

en ce  i s  t o  be  e d u c a t iv e ,  t h e  m u sic  u se d  must h av e  p o t e n t i a l i ­

t i e s  f o r  l e a d in g  th e  l i s t e n e r  on t o  g r e a t e r  k n o w le d g e , s k i l l ,  

u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  an d , i t  i s  h o p e d , judgm ent in te rm s  o f  v a lu e s .  

I t  sh o u ld  le a d  to  so m e th in g  i n  ad v an ce  o f  i t s e l f ,  n o t  m e re ly  

r e p e t i t i v e  e x p e r ie n c e s  a t  t h e  same l e v e l .  A f te r  c o m p le tin g  

h i s  s tu d y  in  m usic  h i s t o r y  an d  l i t e r a t u r e  in  c o l l e g e ,  th e  

s tu d e n t  s h o u ld  h av e  a d e e p e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and u n d e r s ta n d in g  

o f  th e  m u sic  o f  th e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  and p o s s ib ly  th e  m usic  o f  

th e  f u t u r e .

C o u rses  i n  m u sic  h i s t o r y  a r e  in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  m usic  

c u r r ic u lu m  o f  a l l  o f  th e  n in e  c o l l e g e s  c o o p e ra t in g  w ith  t h i s



37

s tu d y .  (See T a b le  2 ) .  Each o f  th e  d e p a r tm e n t c h a irm en  and 

i n s t r u c t o r s  in te rv ie w e d  gave th e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e  s tu d y  o f  

m usic  h i s t o r y  was o f  im p o rta n c e  in  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  o f  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t p r e p a r in g  f o r  a  c a r e e r  a s  a  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m u sic  

e d u c a to r .  E ig h t  o f  th e  c o l le g e s  r e q u i r e  s tu d e n t s  m a jo r in g  in  

v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t o  t a k e  two s e m e s te r s  o f  m u sic  h i s t o r y .  

The s tu d e n t s  m eet c l a s s  t h r e e  t im e s  p e r  week f o r  one h o u r  

each  c l a s s  m e e tin g  and  r e c e iv e  t h r e e  h o u rs  o f  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t  

p e r  s e m e s te r  f o r  tw o s e m e s te r s  g e t t i n g  a t o t a l  o f  s i x  h o u rs  

o f  c r e d i t  in  m usic  h i s t o r y .  The m u sic  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s  a r e  

recommended f o r  th e  ju n io r  y e a r  o r  t h i r d  y e a r  o f  c o l le g e  w ork . 

S tu d e n ts  a t  C o lle g e  A m eet t h r e e  h o u rs  o f  c l a s s  l e c t u r e  in  

m usic  h i s t o r y .  A t C o lle g e  F , m u sic  h i s t o r y  i s  in c lu d e d  in  

t h e  u n i f i e d  s tu d y  w h ich  a l s o  in c lu d e s  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m usic  

t h e o r y , and c o n d u c t in g .  T h is  c o u rse  i s  p r e s e n te d  i n  te a m -  

te a c h in g  m ethod and  a  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t o r  in  m u sic  h i s t o r y  

l e c t u r e s  th e  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  c o u rs e  w hich  p e r t a i n s  t o  m u sic  

h i s t o r y .  E ach  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e q u i r e s  th e  s tu d e n t  t o  

d e v o te  much tim e  t o  l i s t e n i n g ,  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t im e  d e v o te d  

t o  c la s s ro o m  l e c t u r e s .  The f i r s t  s e m e s te r  o f  c l a s s  w ork i s  

d e v o te d  to  t h e  s tu d y  o f  m u s ic , co m p o sers , and  s t y l e s  o f  th e  

M e d ie v a l, R e n a is sa n c e  and B aroque p e r io d s  o f  m u sic  h i s to r y . -  

The seco n d  s e m e s te r  i s  d e v o te d  t o  th e  m u sic , com posers and  

s t y l e s  o f  t h e  C l a s s i c a l ,  R om antic and  C on tem porary  p e r io d s .

I n  th e  o p in io n  o f  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t cha irm en  o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  

c o l l e g e s ,  m ore t im e  s h o u ld  b e  d e v o te d  t o  th e  C on tem porary
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TABLE 2

MUSIC HISTORY AND LITERATURE REQUIREMENTS

C o lle g e H ours o f  
M usic L i t e r a t u r e

H ours o f  
M usic  H is to r y

A 2 6
B Q 6
C 0 6
D 0 6
E 4 6
F U n if ie d U n if ie d
G 0 6
H 0 6
I 0 6

’â îœ îï
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p e r i o d .  O nly  one p e rso n  in d i c a t e d  t h a t  to o  much tim e  was 

b e in g  d e v o te d  t o  t h e  s tu d y  o f  m u sic  h i s t o r y .  In  t h i s  in s t a n c e ,  

th e  i n d i v i d u a l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  more t im e  sh o u ld  be  d e v o ted  t o  

th e  s tu d y  o f  m u sic  o f  t h e  C l a s s i c a l ,  R om an tic , and  C ontem porary  

p e r io d s  and l e s s  tim e  s p e n t  on th e  M e d ie v a l, R e n a is sa n c e , an d  

B a ro q u e . One a d v is o r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m ore tim e  sh o u ld  b e  d e ­

v o te d  t o  s t y l e s ,  p e r fo rm a n c e , and h i s t o r y  o f  c h o r a l  m usic  an d  

l e s s  t o  in s t r u m e n ta l  m u s ic , p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o lo  in s t r u m e n ta l  

m u s ic .  In  e v e ry  i n s t a n c e ,  th e  i n d i v i d u a l s  in te rv ie w e d  had  

th e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e  m u sic  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s  w ere among th e  

m ost v a lu a b le  c o u rs e s  t h a t  th e  p r o s p e c t iv e  t e a c h e r  w ould com­

p l e t e  d u r in g  h i s  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g .

One o f  th e  w eak n esses  in  th e  v o c a l  m usic  t r a i n i n g  p r o ­

gram  in  th e  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  c o l le g e s  o f  Oklahoma i s  th e  l a c k

o f  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s .  O nly two o f  th e  n in e  c o l le g e s  

in c lu d e d  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  o f f e r  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h is  c l a s s  

m e e ts  two d ay s  p e r  w eek, one h o u r  e a c h  d a y , and th e  s tu d e n t  

r e c e iv e s  tw o h o u rs  o f  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  two 

d ay s  o f  c l a s s  w ork, th e  s tu d e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  one

h o u r  o f  l i s t e n i n g  la b  p e r  w eek. Two s e m e s te r s  o f  m u sic  l i t e r a ­

t u r e  a r e  o f f e r e d  a t  C o lle g e  E . The s tu d e n t s  m eet c l a s s  two 

d a y s  p e r  week one h o u r  ea ch  d ay , an d  r e c e iv e  two h o u rs  o f  c o l ­

l e g e  c r e d i t  p e r  s e m e s te r  f o r  two s e m e s te r s  r e c e iv in g  a  t o t a l  

o f  fo u r  s e m e s te r  h o u rs  o f  c o l le g e  c r e d i t .  The a d v i s o r  a t  C o l­

le g e  E f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u rs e  c o u ld  b e  more 

e f f e c t i v e  i f  i t  w ere  p r e s e n te d  l i k e  a  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u rse  and
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n o t  so much l i k e  a b e g in n in g  m u sic  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e .  A t b o th  

C o lle g e  A and  E, th e  m usic l i t e r a t u r e  c o u rs e  p re c e d e s  th e  

m u sic  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s .  A t C o lle g e  F, some m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  

i s  p r e s e n te d  in  th e  u n i f i e d  m u sic  h i s t o r y  and  m usic  th e o r y  

c o u r s e s  b u t  n o t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  am o u n t. E ach o f  th e  in d iv id u a l s  

in te rv ie w e d  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was a  v e ry  d e f i n i t e  w eakness in  

t h e i r  m u sic  c u r r ic u lu m  and w ould l i k e  t o  add  s t r e n g t h  t o  

t h e i r  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram  by  a d d in g  a t  

l e a s t  o n e  s e m e s te r  i n  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d , i f  p o s s i b l e ,  a tw o - 

s e m e s te r  c o u rs e  t h a t  would p re c e d e  th e  s tu d y  i n  m u sic  h i s t o r y .

T h ree  o f  th e  c o l le g e s  o f f e r  m u sic  a p p r e c i a t i o n  c l a s s e s  

i n  w h ich  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo rs  may e n r o l l .  A t C o lle g e s  

C and  D , th e  m usic  a p p r e c i a t i o n  c o u rs e  i s  a  one s e m e s te r  

c o u rs e  t h a t  m ee ts  tw o days p e r  w eek, one h o u r  e a c h  d a y , and 

th e  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e  two h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t .  The v o c a l  m usic  

e d u c a t io n  m a jo rs  may ta k e  t h i s  c o u rs e  and  r e c e iv e  c r e d i t  a s  a  

g e n e r a l  e l e c t i v e .  C o lle g e  G r e q u i r e s  a l l  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  m a jo rs  t o  t a k e  one s e m e s te r  o f  m u sic  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  T h is  

c o u rse  i s  f o r  two h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  and  m ee ts  one h o u r  e a c h  d ay , 

two d ay s  a w eek, f o r  one s e m e s te r .

None o f  th e  n in e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in c lu d e d  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  

o f f e r  s e p a r a t e  c o u rse s  in  c h o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  A t e i g h t  o f  th e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  th e  a d v is o r  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s tu d e n t s  w ere  r e c e iv in g  

s u f f i c i e n t  b ack g ro u n d  i n  c h o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  in  o th e r  c o u rs e s  

su c h  a s  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m u sic  h i s t o r y ,  s e c o n d a ry  m u sic  

m e th o d s , and  c h o r a l  c o n d u c tin g . One a d v is o r  th o u g h t  t h i s
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w ould be a  v e ry  v a lu a b le  c o u r s e ,  p ro v id e d  th e r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  

t im e  in  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  t o  o f f e r  su c h  a  c o u r s e .  A lso , a  s h o r t ­

ag e  o f  sp a c e  and f a c u l t y  t o  t e a c h  th e  c o u rs e  makes i t  a lm o s t 

im p o s s ib le  t o  o f f e r  su c h  a c o u r s e  a t  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n .

S tu d e n ts  p r e p a r in g  f o r  a  p r o f e s s io n  a s  a v o c a l  m u sic  

e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  in  t h e  S ta t e  o f  O k la ­

homa m ust c o m p le te  a minimum o f  f o u r  c o l l e g e  h o u rs  o f  v o c a l  

m u sic  m ethods c o u r s e s .  (See T a b le  3 ) .  T hese c o u rse s  c o v e r  

m ethods and  m a t e r i a l s  t o  be u se d  in  t h e  e le m e n ta ry , j u n i o r  

and s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  m usic  c l a s s e s .  E ig h t  o f  th e  c o l le g e s  

c o o p e r a t in g  w ith  t h i s  s tu d y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e s e  c o u rse s  b e  com­

p le t e d  d u r in g  t h e  s t u d e n t 's  j u n i o r  y e a r  o f  s tu d y .  S even  o f  

th e  c o l le g e s  h av e  two s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e s  in  v o c a l  m usic m e th o d s . 

D u rin g  th e  f i r s t  s e m e s te r  o f  t h e  j u n i o r  y e a r ,  th e  s tu d e n t s  

ta k e  a tw o -h o u r c o u rse  in  e le m e n ta ry  v o c a l  m usic  m e th o d s .

T h is  c l a s s  m ee ts  two day s  p e r  week f o r  one h o u r  each  d a y .  In  

th e  seco n d  s e m e s te r ,  t h e  s tu d e n t s  t a k e  a  tw o -h o u r c o u rs e  i n  

se c o n d a ry  v o c a l  m usic  m e th o d s . T h is  c l a s s  c o v e rs  m ethods and 

m a te r ia l s  f o r  b o th  ju n io r  and  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l .  The s e c o n ­

d a ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m ethods c l a s s  m ee ts  tw o days p e r  week f o r  

one h o u r  e a c h  d a y .  C o lle g e  C o f f e r s  a  c l a s s  th e  f i r s t  sem es­

t e r  o f  t h e  j u n i o r  y e a r ,  w hich in c lu d e s  m ethods and m a t e r i a l s  

f o r  e le m e n ta ry , j u n i o r ,  and s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l .  T h is  c l a s s  

m eets  two days p e r  w eek, one h o u r  e a c h  d a y , and  th e  s tu d e n t s  

r e c e iv e  two h o u rs  o f  c o l le g e  c r e d i t .  D u rin g  th e  seco n d  sem es­

t e r  o f  t h e  j u n i o r  y e a r ,  th e  s tu d e n t s  co m p le te  a  c la s s  in
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MUSIC EDUCATION COURSES

C o l­ R e q u ire d H ours o f H o u rs  o f H o u rs  o f H o u rs  o f H o u rs o f H ours o f R e q u ire d
l e g e RA EM SM C ST JM IM CO

E v e ry
A y e s 2 2 2 6 0 4 S e m e s te r

on Campus
B y e s 2 2 3 8 0 2
C y e s 2 2 4 8 0 2 ■1
D no 2 2 2 6 0 3 II

E y e s 2 2 2 8 0 2 II

P no U n i f ie d U n i f ie d U n i f ie d 8 0 2 II

G y e s 2 2 2 8 0 2 #1
H no 2 2 2 8 0 3 II

I y e s 2 2 4 8 0 6 II

f».
N3

K ey: RA— R é c i t a l  A t te n d a n c e  
EM—-E le m e n ta ry  M ethods 
SM— S e c o n d a ry  M ethods 

C— C o n d u c tin g  
ST— S tu d e n t  T e a c h in g  
JM— J u n i o r  H ig h  M ethods 
IM— I n s t r u m e n ta l  M u sic  M ethods 
CO—-C h o ra l  O r g a n iz a t io n



43

v o c a l  m u sic  m a t e r i a l s ,  w h ich  i s  d e s ig n e d  m a in ly  f o r  s tu d e n t s  

who w i l l . d i r e c t  j u n i o r  and  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l c h o r a l  m u sic . 

S tu d e n ts  r e c e iv e  tw o h o u rs  o f  c o l le g e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h i s  c o u rse  

w hich  m ee ts  tw o d ay s  p e r  w eek, f o r  one h o u r eac h  d a y . C o l­

le g e  F o f f e r s  a  u n i f i e d  m e th o d s , m a t e r i a l s , and p ro c e d u re s  

c l a s s .  The s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e  f i v e  h o u rs  o f  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t  f o r  

t h i s  c o u r s e ,  w hich  m ee ts  f o r  one s e m e s te r .

Each o f  th e  n in e  c o o p e r a t in g  c o l le g e s  r e q u i r e s  th e  

v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo rs  t o  co m p le te  a t  l e a s t  one s e m e s te r  

i n  c o n d u c tin g  C o lle g e s  A and  D r e q u i r e  th e  s tu d e n t s  t o  com­

p l e t e  a  tw o -h o u r  c o u r s e  i n  c o n d u c tin g . T h is  i s  a  o n e - s e m e s te r  

c o u rs e  t h a t  m ee ts  tw o t im e s  p e r  week fo r  one h o u r  ea ch  c l a s s  

m e e t in g .  C o lle g e  B o f f e r s  a  th r e e - h o u r  c r e d i t  c o u r s e  in  co n ­

d u c t in g .  T h is  c l a s s  m ee ts  t h r e e  t im e s  p e r  w eek, o n e -h o u r  

c l a s s  p e r i o d s .  C o lle g e s  C, E, G, and H r e q u i r e  t h e  s tu d e n ts  

t o  ta k e  tw o s e m e s te r s  o f  c o n d u c t in g .  The f i r s t  s e m e s te r  i s  a 

o n e -h o u r  c r e d i t  c o u r s e  w h ich  m ee ts  two days p e r  week f o r  one 

h o u r  e a c h  c l a s s  m e e tin g . The f i r s t  s e m e s te r  i s  a  fu n d a m e n ta ls  

i n  c o n d u c tin g  c l a s s  and  i s  p r im a r i l y  in s t r u m e n ta l  c o n d u c tin g . 

In  th e  se c o n d  s e m e s te r ,  s tu d e n t s  ta k e  a  o n e -h o u r  c r e d i t  c o u r s e  

i n  c h o r a l  c o n d u c t in g .  T h is  c l a s s  a l s o  m eets  two d ay s  p e r  

week w ith  e a c h  c l a s s  b e in g  one h o u r  in  l e n g th .  C o lle g e  I  r e ­

q u i r e s  t h e  v o c a l  m u s ic  e d u c a t io n  m ajo rs  t o  co m p le te  fo u r  

c r e d i t  h o u rs  o f  c o n d u c t in g .  The f i r s t  s e m e s te r  c o u rs e  d e v o te d  

t o  in s t r u m e n ta l  c o n d u c t in g  m ee ts  two days p e r  w eek f o r  one 

h o u r  e a c h  c l a s s  m e e tin g , and  t h e  s tu d e n ts  r e c e iv e  two h o u rs
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o f  c r e d i t  f o r  th e  c o u r s e .  The seco n d  s e m e s te r  i s  d e v o te d  to  

c h o ra l  c o n d u c tin g . T h is  c l a s s  m ee ts  tw o d ay s  p e r  week f o r  

one h o u r  each  m e e tin g , and th e  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e  two h o u rs  o f  

c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e .  C o n d u c tin g  a t  C o lle g e  F i s  a  p a r t  o f  

th e  u n i f i e d  c o u rs e  w hich in c lu d e s  m u sic  th e o r y  and  m usic  

h i s t o r y .  V ocal m usic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e  s e p a r a te  

c h o r a l  c o n d u c tin g  c l a s s e s  a t  s e v e n  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s .  A t s ix  

o f  th e  c o l le g e s  th e  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  c o n d u c tin g  

by  b o th  in s t r u m e n ta l  and  c h o r a l  d i r e c t o r s  e i t h e r  a s  a  s e p a r a te  

c o u rse  o r  as a  com bined v o c a l  and  in s t r u m e n ta l  c l a s s .

S ix  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  s tu d e n t s  co m p le te  

c o u r s e s  in  in s t r u m e n ta l  m u s ic . A t C o lle g e  B s tu d e n ts  a r e  r e ­

q u i r e d  t o  co m p le te  c o u rs e s  i n  b r a s s , w oodw inds, s t r i n g s  and 

p e r c u s s io n .  The b r a s s  and  woodwinds c l a s s e s  m eet f o r  one 

s e m e s te r  each  w ith  th e  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv in g  t h r e e  h o u rs  o f  c o l ­

le g e  c r e d i t  f o r  e a c h  c o u r s e .  The s t r i n g s  c l a s s  i s  a tw o - 

s e m e s te r  c o u rse  w ith  th e  s tu d e n t s  r e c e i v i n g  tw o h o u rs  o f  

c r e d i t  f o r  each  s e m e s te r  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  f o u r  h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t .  

The p e r c u s s io n  c l a s s  m ee ts  f o r  one s e m e s te r  w ith  th e  s tu d e n ts  

r e c e iv in g  two h o u rs  o f  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t .  C o lle g e  C r e q u i r e s  

th e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  t o  co m p le te  c l a s s e s  in  b r a s s ,  

woodwinds and s t r i n g s .  T h ese  c l a s s e s  a r e  o n e - s e m e s te r  c o u rse s  

w hich m eet tw o d ays p e r  w eek, one h o u r  e a c h  c l a s s  m e e tin g , and 

th e  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e  one h o u r  o f  c r e d i t  f o r  each  c o u r s e . S tu ­

d e n ts  a t  C o lle g e  D a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  t a k e  c l a s s e s  in  b r a s s  and 

w oodw inds. Each c o u rse  m ee ts  f o r  one s e m e s te r  and th e  s tu d e n ts
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r e c e iv e  two h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  f o r  e a c h  c o u r s e ,  w hich  m ee ts  two 

d ay s  p e r  w eek, one h o u r ea c h  s e s s i o n .  C o lle g e  F h a s  s e p a r a te  

c l a s s e s  f o r  s t r i n g s  and woodwinds b u t  c o m b in a tio n  c l a s s e s  f o r  

b r a s s  and p e r c u s s io n .  The s tu d e n ts  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  co m p le te  

c o u rse s  in  a l l  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s . The s tu d e n t  r e c e iv e s  two h o u rs  

o f  c r e d i t  f o r  e a c h  s e c t io n  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  s ix  h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  

in  in s t r u m e n ta l  m u s ic . C o lle g e  H o f f e r s  c o u r s e s  i n  b r a s s ,  

w oodw inds, s t r i n g s ,  and  p e r c u s s io n .  S tu d e n ts  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  

co m p le te  c o u r s e s  i n  a minimum o f  th e  fo u r  s e c t io n s  o r  co m p le te  

two s e m e s te r s  o f  b a n d , w hich  can be s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  th e  i n s t r u ­

m e n ta l c l a s s e s .  I f  t h e  s tu d e n t  w ish e s  t o  co m p le te  th e  c l a s s e s  

in  in s t r u m e n ta l  m u s ic , h e  t a k e s  two s e m e s te r s  o f  in s t r u m e n ta l  

c l a s s e s  and r e c e iv e s  one  h o u r o f  c o l le g e  c r e d i t  f o r  e a c h  s e c ­

t i o n  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  two h o u rs  o f  c o l le g e  c r e d i t .  The c l a s s e s  

m eet two d ay s  p e r  w eek f o r  one h o u r e ac h  c l a s s  m e e tin g . A t 

C o lle g e  I ,  s tu d e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  co m p le te  s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e s  

i n  b r a s s ,  w oodw ind, and  p e r c u s s io n ,  th e  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv in g  tw o 

h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  f o r  e a c h  c o u r s e .  The s tu d e n t s  m eet c l a s s  two 

d ay s  p e r  week f o r  one h o u r  e a c h  s e s s i o n .  F o r t h e  c o u r s e s  in  

m u sic  h i s t o r y  an d  m u sic  t h e o r y ,  t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  

have v e ry  s i m i l a r  r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  

s tu d e n t ,  b u t  in  t h e  r e q u ire m e n t f o r  in s t r u m e n ta l  s t u d i e s  f o r  

th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t ,  t h e  s i x  c o l l e g e s  r e q u i r i n g  

in s t r u m e n ta l  c l a s s e s  a l l  have a  d i f f e r e n t  r e q u ire m e n t  s ta n d a r d  

f o r  th e  s tu d e n t s  t o  f u l f i l l .
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None o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  c o o p e r a t in g  w ith  t h i s  s tu d y  o f ­

f e r s  a  s e p a r a te  c l a s s  f o r  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  g e n e r a l  m usic  

c l a s s  p r e p a r a t i o n .  The p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  i n ­

c lu d e d  in  th e  c o u r s e s  f o r  s e c o n d a ry  m u sic  m ethods and  m a t e r i ­

a l s .  Seven o f  th e  a d v i s o r s  in te rv ie w e d  s a i d  th e y  b e l i e v e  

t h i s  i s  a w eakness i n  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  

t r a i n i n g  p rogram  i n  Oklahoma and  w ould l i k e  t o  r e q u i r e  a 

s e p a r a t e  c o u rs e  d e s ig n e d  f o r  th e  v o c a l  m u s ic  e d u c a t io n  te a c h e r  

who p la n s  t o  e n t e r  t e a c h in g  a t  t h e  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  l e v e l .

The m a jo r i ty  o f  th o s e  in te rv ie w e d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  c l a s s  

w ould  be o f  much m ore v a lu e  th a n  some o f  th e  f i f t y  h o u rs  o f  

g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  c l a s s e s  t h a t  a r e  now r e q u i r e d  by  th e  S t a t e  

o f  Oklahoma t o  m eet c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  Oklahoma 

v o c a l  m usic e d u c a to r s .

A l l  o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h e  v o c a l  

m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  b e  in  a  c h o r a l  en sem b le  e v e ry  s e m e s te r  

th e y  a r e  on cam pus, u s u a l l y  se v e n  s e m e s t e r s . The e ig h th  

.s e m e s te r  i s  u s u a l l y  d e v o te d  to  s tu d e n t  t e a c h i n g ,  and th e  

m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  s tu d e n t s  f in d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  

a  c h o r a l  g ro u p  a t  t h e  same tim e  th e y  a r e  d o in g  t h e i r  s tu d e n t  

t e a c h in g .  E ig h t  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e s  g iv e  t h e  s tu d e n t s  one h o u r  

o f  c o l le g e  c r e d i t  p e r  s e m e s te r  f o r  e n r o l lm e n t  i n  a  c h o r a l  

g ro u p . S ix  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  g iv e  t h e  s t u d e n t  t h e  o p t io n  o f  

^ e n r o l l i n g  f o r  one h o u r  o f  c r e d i t  o r  e n r o l l i n g  w i th o u t  c r e d i t .  

One o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  d o es  n o t  g iv e  c r e d i t  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

in  a  m ajo r c h o r a l  e n se m b le . Seven o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h av e
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c h o r a l  r e h e a r s a l  f o u r  t im e s  p e r  w eek, each  r e h e a r s a l  b e in g  

one  h o u r  in  l e n g t h .  Two o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  h ave  c h o r a l  r e h e a r s a l  

t h r e e  t im e s  p e r  w eek, e a c h  r e h e a r s a l  one  h o u r  i n  l e n g th .  The 

c h o r a l  g ro u p s  a t  e a c h  o f  th e  c o l le g e s  do e x te n s iv e  c h o r a l  p e r ­

fo rm a n ce . The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p e rfo rm a n c e s  a r e  p r e s e n te d  

e i t h e r  on th e  c o l l e g e  campus o r  i n  th e  s u r ro u n d in g  s e r v i c e  

a r e a  f o r  th e  c o l l e g e .

S tu d e n t  r e c i t a l s  a r e  p r e s e n te d  by each  o f  th e  c o l le g e  

m u sic  d e p a r tm e n ts  an d  s tu d e n ts  m a jo r in g  in  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  a r e  e n c o u ra g e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  r e c i t a l s . S tu d e n ts  

may p e rfo rm  on s tu d e n t  r e c i t a l s  any s e m e s te r  th e y  a r e  e n r o l le d  

in  e i t h e r  a p p l i e d  v o ic e  o r  p ia n o  i f  t h e  a p p l ie d  i n s t r u c t o r  

f e e l s  th e  s tu d e n t  i s  p re p a re d  f o r  a  p u b l ic  p e r fo rm a n c e . S ix  

o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  c o l l e g e s  r e q u i r e  s tu d e n t  r e c i t a l  a t t e n ­

d a n c e , A s e t  num ber o f  r e c i t a l s  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w h ich  th e  

s tu d e n t s  a r e  e x p e c te d  t o  a t t e n d .  T h re e  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  p r e ­

s e n t  s tu d e n t  r e c i t a l s  b u t  do n o t  r e q u i r e  a t t e n d a n c e ;  how ever, 

a t t e n d a n c e  i s  e n c o u ra g e d  an d  i s  e x p e c te d .

S tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  i s  a r e q u i r e d  p a r t  o f  e v e ry  v o c a l  

m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s t u d e n t 's  c u r r ic u lu m . T h is  i s  u s u a l l y  com­

p l e t e d  d u r in g  th e  s t u d e n t 's  l a s t  s e m e s te r  o f  c o l l e g e  w ork . 

Seven o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  r e q u i r e  e i g h t  c r e d i t  h o u rs  o f  s tu d e n t  

t e a c h in g .  T h is  i s  a  o n e - s e m e s te r  c o u r s e  w ith  t h e  f i r s t  n in e  

weeks d e v o te d  t o  e le m e n ta ry  s tu d e n t  te a c h in g  an d  th e  l a s t  n in e  

weeks d e v o te d  t o  s tu d e n t  te a c h in g  and o b s e r v a t io n  in  th e  

s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o l ,  w hich  in c lu d e s  b o th  j u n io r  and  s e n io r  h ig h
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s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  and c h o r a l  g ro u p s .  The s tu d e n ts  u s u a l l y  a t t e n d  

r e g u l a r  c l a s s e s  on th e  c o l l e g e  campus d u r in g  th e  m orn ing  and 

a r e  in v o lv e d  in  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  d u r in g  th e  a f t e r n o o n .  C o l­

le g e  D r e q u i r e s  tw e lv e  h o u rs  o f  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g .  C o lle g e  A 

r e q u i r e s  s i x  h o u rs  o f  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  w ith  th e  f i r s t  n in e  

weeks d e v o te d  to  t h e  e le m e n ta ry  g ra d e s  and  th e  l a s t  n in e  

w eeks d e v o te d  to  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  in  t h e  ju n io r  and  s e n io r  

h ig h  s c h o o l .  S tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  a t  e i g h t  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  i s  

u n d e r  th e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n  d e p a r tm e n t .  C o lle g e  

H i s  th e  o n ly  i n s t i t u t i o n  w here s tu d e n t  te a c h in g  i s  u n d e r  th e  

s u p e r v i s io n  o f  t h e  m u sic  d e p a r tm e n t .  Seven o f  th e  e i g h t  c o l ­

le g e s  w here th e  s tu d e n t  te a c h in g  i s  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  

th e  e d u c a t io n  d e p a r tm e n t w ould l i k e  t o  h av e  th e  s u p e r v i s io n  

o f  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  s tu d e n t s  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m usic  

d e p a r tm e n t w ith  a  m u sic  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  c h a rg e  o f  v o c a l  m u sic  

e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  t e a c h i n g .  They b e l i e v e  th e  v o c a l  m usic  ed u ­

c a t io n  s tu d e n t  n e e d s  someone t o  s u p e r v i s e  who knows and u n d e r ­

s ta n d s  p ro b lem s c o n n e c te d  w ith  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n .  They 

f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  a  v e ry  d i s t i n c t  d is a d v a n ta g e  f o r  t h e  m usic  

e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  t o  b e  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  o n ly  th e  

e d u c a t io n  d e p a r tm e n t .

A l l  n in e  o f  t h e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  

th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  s tu d y  a p p l ie d  v o ic e  e v e ry  

s e m e s te r  t h a t  he  i s  on cam pus, u s u a l l y  se v en  s e m e s t e r s . (See 

T a b le  4 ) .  The e i g h th  s e m e s te r  i s  u s u a l l y  d e v o te d  t o  s tu d e n t  

te a c h in g ;  h o w ev er, many o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  c o n tin u e  t o  s tu d y
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TABLE 4

VOICE REQUIREMENTS

C o lle g e H ours o f  
A p p lie d  V o ice

H ours o f  
V o ice  Pedagogy

R e q u ire d  
S e n io r  R e c i t a l

A 12 G y es
B 14 0 y es
C 12 0 y e s
D 12 G no
B 12 2 no
F 10 G no
G 12 G no
H 12 G y e s
I 12 2 o p t io n a l
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a p p l ie d  v o ic e  w h ile  d o in g  t h e i r  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g .  A t s i x  o f  

th e  c o l l e g e s ,  t h e  s tu d e n t  w i l l  c o m p le te  tw e lv e  h o u rs  o f  a p p l ie d  

v o ic e  d u r in g  th e  s e v e n  s e m e s t e r s . He u s u a l l y  r e c e iv e s  one 

h o u r  o f  c r e d i t  p e r  s e m e s te r  d u r in g  th e  fresh m an  y e a r  and  two 

h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  p e r  s e m e s te r  th e  re m a in in g  f iv e  s e m e s te r s . 

C o lle g e s  A and  B g iv e  th e  s tu d e n t s  tw o h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  p e r  

s e m e s te r  f o r  s e v e n  s e m e s te r s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  f o u r te e n  h o u rs  o f  

a p p l ie d  v o ic e  d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g .  A t C o lle g e  F 

th e  s tu d e n t s  s tu d y  v o ic e  f o r  s i x  s e m e s te r s  and r e c e iv e  t e n  

h o u rs  o f  a p p l i e d  v o ic e  c r e d i t .

O nly f o u r  o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  c o l l e g e s  r e q u i r e  s e n io r s  

t o  p r e s e n t  r e c i t a l s .  The r e m a in in g  f i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e  a 

p o l i c y  o f  o p t i o n a l  r e c i t a l s  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e , s t u d e n t  

and h i s  a p p l i e d  v o ic e  t e a c h e r .  They b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s tu d e n t  

may become an e x c e l l e n t  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  m u sic  t e a c h e r  even  i f  

u n a b le  t o  p r e s e n t  a  s e n io r  r e c i t a l .

C o lle g e s  E an d  I  a r e  th e  o n ly  tw o o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  

c o l l e g e s  who o f f e r  c o u r s e s  i n  v o c a l  p ed ag o g y . A t C o lle g e  E 

v o c a l  pedagogy  i s  a tw o -s e m e s te r  c o u rs e  w i th  th e  s tu d e n t  r e ­

c e iv in g  one h o u r  o f  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t  e a ch  s e m e s te r  f o r  a c o u rse  

t h a t  m eets  tw o d ay s p e r  week f o r  one h o u r  each  c l a s s  p e r io d .  

V o ca l pedagogy  a t  C o lle g e  I  i s  a  o n e - s e m e s te r  c o u r s e  t h a t  

m ee ts  two d ay s  p e r  week f o r  one h o u r  e a c h  c l a s s  p e r io d ,  and  

th e  s tu d e n t  r e c e iv e s  two h o u rs  o f  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t .

Seven o f  th e  c o l le g e s  r e q u i r e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  

s tu d e n t s  t o  c o m p le te  e ig h t  h o u rs  o f  a p p l i e d  o r  c l a s s  p ia n o .
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(See T a b le  5 ) .  The s tu d e n t  u s u a l l y  t a k e s  s ix  s e m e s te r s  o f  a p ­

p l i e d  p ia n o ,  r e c e iv in g  one h o u r  o f  c r e d i t  th e  f i r s t  fo u r  

s e m e s te r s  and two s e m e s te r s  o f  a p p l ie d  p ian o  r e c e iv in g  two 

h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  e a c h  s e m e s te r .  C o lle g e  A r e q u i r e s  t h a t  th e  

v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  e n r o l l  i n  e i t h e r  c l a s s  o r  a p p l i e d  

p ia n o  e v e ry  s e m e s te r  t h a t  h e  i s  on cam pus„ C o lle g e  B r e q u i r e s  

sev en  s e m e s te r s  o f  a p p l i e d  p ia n o ,  g iv in g  two h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  

each  s e m e s te r  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  f o u r te e n  h o u r s . P r o f ic ie n c y  

e x a m in a tio n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  in  p ia n o  by f i v e  o f  th e  n in e  c o l ­

le g e s  o The p r o f i c i e n c y  e x a m in a tio n  in  p ia n o  i s  u s u a l l y  g iv e n  

e i t h e r  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  j u n io r  y e a r  o f  s tu d y  o r  a f t e r  

t h e  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  r e q u i r e d  number o f  h o u rs  in  p ia n o .  A t 

fo u r  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  th e  s tu d e n t  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  a p r e ­

s c r ib e d  num ber o f  h o u rs  o f  p ia n o ,  and a f t e r  c o m p le tio n  o f  

t h i s  number o f  h o u rs  h e  w i l l  h av e  f u l f i l l e d  h i s  p ia n o  r e q u i r e ­

m ents .

V ocal m usic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  

p r e s e n t  s e p a r a te  p ia n o  r e c i t a l s ;  h o w ev er, th o s e  s tu d e n ts  who 

a r e  a c c o m p lish e d  p i a n i s t s  a r e  e n c o u ra g e d  e i t h e r  t o  p r e s e n t  

s e p a r a te  p ia n o  r e c i t a l s  o r  t o  a p p e a r  on s tu d e n t  r e c i t a l s .

None o f  t h e  c o l l e g e s  o f f e r s  s e p a r a t e  co u rses , i n  com­

m u n ity  p ia n o ,  o r  p ia n o  c o u rs e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s ig n e d  t o  d e ­

v e lo p  t h e  s k i l l s  o f  im p ro v is in g  and s ig h t - r e a d i n g .  Many o f  

th e  a d v is o r s  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  one o f  th e  w eak n esses  i n  t h e i r  

v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  program  and w ould l i k e  t o  i n ­

c lu d e  su ch  a c o u r s e  i n  th e  m u sic  c u r r ic u lu m . They h av e  th e  -



52

TABLE 5

PIANO REQUIREMENTS

C o lle g e H ours o f  
A p p lie d  P ian o

R eq u ire d  P iano  
P r o f ic ie n c y  E x a m in a tio n

A 8 y es
B 14 y es
C 8 y e s
D 8 no
E 8 no
F 8 yes
G 8 y es
H 8 no
I 8 no
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f e e l i n g  t h a t  to o  many v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e  

d e g re e s  in  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  w i th o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  

in  p ia n o , e s p e c i a l l y  s i g h t - r e a d i n g  o f  c h o r a l  m u sic  and th e  

m usic t h a t  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  th e  e le m e n ta ry  c la s s ro o m  and th e  

g e n e ra l  m usic  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  l e v e l  o f  th e  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .

Summary

In  th e  o p in io n  o f  t h e  C hairm en o f  t h e  M usic D e p a r t­

m e n ts , fo u r  y e a r s  d e v o te d  t o  c o l le g e  work i s  u s u a l l y  n o t  a 

s u f f i c i e n t  am ount o f  t im e  f o r  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo r 

to  co m p le te  a l l  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  t h a t  h e  n eed s  t o  become a 

co m p eten t v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r .  I t  w i l l  become n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

many s tu d e n t s  to  c o m p le te  an  a d d i t i o n a l  s e m e s te r  o f  c o l le g e  

a f t e r  th e y  h a v e  c o m p le te d  th e  fo u r  y e a r s  o f  w ork . The m a jo r ­

i t y  o f  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n ts  f i n d  i t  n e c e s s a ry  

to  co m p le te  s e v e r a l  e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s  i n  m u sic  t o  becom e th e  

w e l l - t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  in  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t h a t  s o c i ­

e ty  now .dem ands.

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  in te r v ie w s  in d i c a t e d  t h a t  a l l  

e n t e r in g  fre sh m en  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo rs  s h o u ld  b e  r e ­

q u ire d  t o  t a k e  an  e n t r a n c e  e x a m in a tio n  in  m u sic  th e o r y  b e f o re  

b e in g  p e r m it te d  t o  e n r o l l  i n  th e  b a s i c  m usic  th e o r y  c o u r s e s .  

S tu d e n ts  who h a v e  n o t  r e c e iv e d  a d e q u a te  t r a i n i n g  i n  m usic  

th e o ry  p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e  s h o u ld  be r e q u i r e d  t o  com­

p l e t e  a  c o u r s e  i n  e le m e n ta ry  m u sic  th e o r y  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  th e
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f i r s t - y e a r  c o l le g e  m u sic  th e o r y  c o u r s e ,  o r  t a k e  an  e le m e n ta ry  

th e o r y  c o u rse  t o  run  c o n c u r r e n t ly  w ith  t h e  f i r s t - y e a r  c o l le g e  

m u sic  th e o r y  c o u r s e .

Some o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  a r e  n o t  o f f e r i n g  c o u rs e s  in  

c o u n te r p o in t ,  form s and a n a l y s i s ,  an d  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g .  A t 

th e  s c h o o ls  n o t  o f f e r i n g  su ch  c o u r s e s ,  th e  d e p a r tm e n t c h a i r ­

men b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  a d d i t i o n  o f  th e s e  c o u r s e s  w ould s t r e n g th e n  

t h e i r  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  c u r r ic u lu m  c o n s id e r a b ly .

S e p a r a te  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  a r e  n o t  b e in g  o f ­

f e r e d  by  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s ,  and th e  d e p a r tm e n t 

ch a irm en  e x p r e s s e d  a  d e s i r e  to  h a v e  th e s e  c o u r s e s  added  a s  

soon as  th e y  h ad  a d e q u a te  sp ace  and  s u f f i c i e n t  s t a f f  t o  o f f e r  

su ch  c o u r s e s .  Two s e m e s te r s  o f m u sic  h i s t o r y  a r e  b e in g  o f ­

f e r e d  a t  e a c h  o f  th e  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  c o l l e g e s .

The ch a irm en  o f  th e  m u sic  d e p a r tm e n ts  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

s tu d e n t  t e a c h e r  s u p e r v i s io n  sh o u ld  be  u n d e r  t h e  m usic  d e p a r t ­

m ents o f  th e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s . The S t a t e  o f  Oklahoma sh o u ld  

lo w er th e  number o f  h o u rs  (50) r e q u i r e d  in  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  

so  t h a t  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo rs  may b e  p e r m it te d  to  

ta k e  more c o u r s e s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e ­

s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Such c o u r s e s  w ould  in c lu d e  m ore m ethods and 

m a te r ia l s  c o u r s e s , e s p e c i a l l y  a s e p a r a t e  m ethods and  m a t e r i ­

a l s  c o u rs e  f o r  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  t e a c h in g .

A p p lie d  m u sic  in  v o ic e  an d  p ia n o  i s  b e in g  ta u g h t  by 

v e ry  co m p e ten t t e a c h e r s  a t  th e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s .  The v o c a l 

m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s tu d y  a  s u f f i c i e n t
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am ount o f  b o th  v o ic e  and  p ia n o .  S tu d e n t  r e c i t a l s  a r e  e n c o u r­

aged  a t  a l l  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s , and  some r e q u i r e  g r a d u a t in g  s t u ­

d e n ts  t o  p r e s e n t  e i t h e r  a f u l l  o r  a  h a l f  r e c i t a l  a s  p a r t i a l  

f u l l f i lm e n t  o f  th e  d e g re e  r e q u i r e m e n ts .



CHAPTER I I I

THE GRADUATES' EVALUATION OF THE VOCAL MUSIC 

EDUCATION TEACHER PREPARATION RECEIVED AT 

THE STATE FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES OF OKLAHOMA

C h a p te r  I I I  c o n ta in s  in fo rm a tio n  r e c e iv e d  as  a r e s u l t  

o f  a  q u e s t io n n a i r e  s e n t  to  th e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  g ra d u ­

a t e s  o f  th e  n in e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  from  th e  y e a r s  1962 

th ro u g h  1967. The names and a d d re s s e s  o f  th e  g ra d u a te s  w ere 

o b ta in e d  from  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  M usic D ep artm en t o r  t h e  i n ­

d i v i d u a l  i n  c h a rg e  o f  th e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  p r o ­

gram  a t  th e  n in e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o l l e g e s .  The fo u r-pa .ge  q u e s ­

t i o n n a i r e ,  c o n ta in in g  f i f t y - s e v e n  q u e s t i o n s ,  co v e re d  th e  fo u r  

m ain  a r e a s  o f  m u sic  in  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  p ro ­

gram , m u sic  t h e o r y ,  m u sic  h i s t o r y  an d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m usic  ed u ca ­

t i o n ,  and a p p l ie d  m u s ic . T h e re  w ere  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t io n s  

r e q u e s t in g  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n  from  th e  g r a d u a te s  i

W hatever v a lu e  t h i s  s tu d y  may h ave  i s  l a r g e ly  due t o  

t h e  e x c e l l e n t  re s p o n s e  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s . The q u e s t io n n a i r e  

was m a ile d  t o  one h u n d red  and  t h i r t y - s i x  g r a d u a te s .  Of th o s e  

r e c e iv in g  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  one h u n d red  and  s e v e n , o r  79%, 

r e tu r n e d  them  t o  t h e  s e n d e r .  The g r a d u a te s  w ere a sk ed  t o  

e v a lu a te  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  d i f f e r e n t  s u b je c t s  from  each  o f
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t h e  fo u r  a r e a s  by  s e l e c t i n g  one o f  f i v e  p o s s ib le  r a t i n g s :  

e x c e l l e n t ,  good , s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  p o o r ,  and  in a d e q u a te .  In  a d d i ­

t i o n ,  sp a c e  was p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  g r a d u a te  t o  w r i te  a d d i t i o n a l  

comments on h i s  t r a i n i n g  in  e a c h  o f  t h e  a r e a s  i f  h e  so  d e s i r e d .  

I t  was a n o th e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s tu d y  t h a t  

a l l  b u t  t h r e e  o f  th e  one h u n d re d  and  se v e n  g r a d u a te s  re sp o n d ­

in g  t o  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  w ro te  a d d i t i o n a l  in fo r m a t io n  c o n c e rn ­

in g  th e  c o u rs e s  and  t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n  a s  a v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  t e a c h e r .  Much o f  th e  in fo r m a t io n  c o n ta in e d  in  t h i s  ch ap ­

t e r  was r e c e iv e d  from  th e  p e r s o n a l  comments and o b s e r v a t io n  o f  

th e  g r a d u a te s .  O r i g in a l l y ,  a  s e l e c t  g ro u p  o f  th e s e  g ra d u a te s  

was t o  b e  in te rv ie w e d  p e r s o n a l ly ,  b u t  in te r v ie w s  w i th  s e v e n  o f  

th e  g r a d u a te s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e y  w ere o n ly  r e p e a t in g  in fo rm a ­

t i o n  t h a t  h ad  a l r e a d y  been  o b ta in e d  from  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

A p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  t o  e a c h  o f  th e  g ra d u ­

a t e s  s t a t i n g  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  and t h e  p la n s  

f o r  i t s  u s e .  I t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  g r a d u a te s  d id  n o t  h av e  

to  s ig n  t h e i r  names o r  th e  name o f  t h e  c o l le g e  g r a n t in g  t h e i r  

d e g re e .  E n c lo s e d  w i th  th e  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r ,  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  

and  a  s tam p ed , s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e lo p e  was a r e q u e s t  f o r  a 

copy o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .  The g r a d u a te s  c o u ld  com­

p l e t e  t h i s  r e q u e s t  s h e e t  i f  th e y  so  d e s i r e d  and a copy o f  th e  

r e s u l t s  o f  th e  s tu d y  w ould b e  s e n t  t o  them . A l l  b u t  two o f  

th e  g r a d u a te s  r e t u r n i n g  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e q u e s te d  a  copy o f  

th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  s tu d y —a n o th e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t  

in  t h i s  s tu d y .  Numerous t im e s ,  th e  g r a d u a te s  e x p re s s e d  t h e i r
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a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  e v a lu a t e  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  

in  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  and t o  o f f e r  in fo r m a t io n  t h a t  w i l l  b e  h e l p ­

f u l  t o  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  program s o f  O k la ­

homa .

Of th e  one h u n d red  and  s e v e n  g r a d u a te s  r e s p o n d in g  t o  

th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  25% o f  them  h a v e  co m p le ted  one y e a r  o f  

te a c h in g  v o c a l m usic  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s . S ev en ­

te e n  p e r c e n t  h av e  co m p le ted  two y e a r s , 15% t h r e e  y e a r s , 15% 

fo u r  y e a r s ,  15% f i v e  y e a r s  and  13% s i x  y e a r s . F iv e  p e r c e n t  

o f  t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  t e a c h  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  in  g ra d e s  one 

th ro u g h  t h r e e ,  33% g ra d e s  one th ro u g h  s i x ,  5% g ra d e s  fo u r  

th ro u g h  s i x ,  19% g ra d e s  sev en  th ro u g h  n in e ,  21% g ra d e s  sev en  

th ro u g h  tw e lv e ,  an d  17% g ra d e s  one th ro u g h  tw e lv e .  T w en ty - 

two p e r c e n t  o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  a r e  t e a c h in g  in  a  p u b l ic  

s c h o o l  w ith  an e n r o l lm e n t  o f  100 t o  300 s tu d e n t s ,  28% in  

s c h o o ls  w ith  300 t o  500 s tu d e n t s ,  17% i n  s c h o o ls  w ith  500 t o  

800 s t u d e n t s , 15% in  s c h o o ls  w ith  800 t o  1000 s t u d e n t s , 5% in  

s c h o o ls  w ith  1000 to  1500 s t u d e n t s ,  6% i n  s c h o o ls  w ith  1500 

to  2000 s t u d e n t s , and 6% a r e  t e a c h in g  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  

in  s c h o o ls  w i th  an  e n ro l lm e n t  o f  2000 o r  more s tu d e n t s .

Each copy  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  r e tu r n e d  c o n ta in e d  a 

v e ry  f ra n k  a p p r a i s a l  o f  th e  g r a d u a t e 's  e d u c a t io n  in  v o c a l  

m usic  e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g .  The p e r s o n a l  comments w ere e x ­

tre m e ly  v a lu a b le  and c e r t a i n l y  ad d ed  g r e a t  v a lu e  t o  th e  r e ­

s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .
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The p u rp o se s  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  a r e  t o  d e te rm in e ,  in  th e  

o p in io n  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  o f  t h e  n in e  c o o p e r a t in g  c o l l e g e s , 

w h a t a r e  (1) th e  w eak n esses  in  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  

t r a i n i n g  program  and  (2) th e  s t r e n g th s  in  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u ­

c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram s o f  th e  s t a t e  s u p p o r te d  f o u r - y e a r  c o l ­

le g e s  o f  Oklahom a,

The b a s ic  m u sic  th e o r y  c o u rse s  a r e  q u i t e  s ta n d a r d  in  

a l l  n in e  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  c o o p e r a t in g  w ith  t h i s  s tu d y .  E ig h ty -  

one p e r c e n t  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  co m p le ted  fo u r  s e m e s te r s  o f  b a s i c  

m u sic  th e o r y  c o u r s e s .  The re m a in in g  19% c o m p le te d  from  two 

t o  se v en  s e m e s te r s  o f  b a s i c  t h e o r y .  T hese c o u r s e s  w ere 

u s u a l l y  co m p le te d  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  two y e a r s  o f  s tu d y  a s  a 

m u sic  m a jo r .  In  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s ,  t h e  v o c a l  

m usic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  a r e  r e c e iv in g  s u f f i c i e n t  and w e l l -  

t a u g h t  c o u r s e s  i n  b a s i c  m u sic  th e o r y .  (See T a b le  6 ) .  F i f t y -  

f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  gave a "good" r a t i n g  t o  t h e i r  

t r a i n i n g  i n  k e y b o a rd  harm ony . Of th e  re m a in in g  g ra d u a te s  

g iv in g  r a t i n g s  t o  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  k ey b o a rd  harm ony, 20% 

r a t e d  " e x c e l l e n t "  19% r a t e d  " s a t i s f a c t o r y , "  and  7% r a t e d  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " p o o r . " The m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  g r a d u a te s ,  

w ith  36% g iv in g  t h i s  r a t i n g ,  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  v o c a l  

s i g h t - s i n g i n g  a s  " g o o d ." T h ir ty - tw o  p e r c e n t  s a i d  t h e i r  t r a i n ­

in g  was " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  28% r a t e d  i t  a s  " e x c e l l e n t " ;  11% 

r a t e d  s i g h t  s in g in g  a s  " p o o r " ; and 2% gave i t  a  r a t i n g  o f  

" in a d e q u a te ."  The r a t i n g  t h a t  33% o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  g ave  f o r  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  e a r  t r a i n i n g  was "g o o d ."  The re m a in in g



TABLE 6

TRAINING IN MUSIC THEORY

C o u rse E x c e l l e n t Good S a t i s f a c t o r y P o o r I n a d e q u a t e , T o t a l

K ey b o ard  Harmony 22 58 20 7 0 107
V o c a l S ig h t - S i n g i n g 20 39 34 12 2 107
E a r  T r a i n i n g 25 35 33 9 5 107
C o u n te r p o in t 15 19 13 10 6 63
Form s an d  A n a ly s is 14 17 10 13 9 63
C h o ra l  A r ra n g in g 10 14 5 2 10 41
C o m p o s itio n

( s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e  o r  p a r t  
o f  b a s i c  th e o r y )

12 40 20 14 2 88

o
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g r a d u a te s  g av e  th e  r a t i n g  o f  " s a t i s f a c t o r y , "  31%, " e x c e l l e n t , "  

22%, " p o o r ,"  8%, and  " in a d e q u a te ,"  5%. From t h e  p e r s o n a l  com­

m ents r e c e iv e d  by  th e  g r a d u a te s ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

th e y  r e c e iv e d  s u f f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  in  b a s i c  m u sic  th e o r y  

c o u r s e s  t o  do v e ry  commendable work i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls ?  

h o w ev er, s e v e r a l  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  h ad  n o t  r e c e iv e d  s u f f i c i e n t  

t r a i n i n g  t o  c o n t in u e  w ith  g r a d u a te  w ork a t  a  m a jo r  u n i v e r s i t y .  

Some g r a d u a te s  g av e  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e i r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  

th e o r y  c o u r s e s  w ere  to o  e a s y , and th e y  e x p r e s s e d  a d e s i r e  f o r  

more th o ro u g h  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  u n d e rg ra d u a te  l e v e l .  S e v e r a l  

g r a d u a te s  s a i d  t h a t  more tim e  sh o u ld  be d e v o te d  to  s i g h t  

s i n g in g .  Some e x p r e s s e d  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  e a r  t r a i n i n g  sh o u ld  

be  o f f e r e d  a s  a s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t 

enough  t im e  in  t h e  b a s ic  th e o r y  c o u rs e  f o r  a d e q u a te  e a r  t r a i n ­

in g .  G ra d u a te s  who h ad  p r i v a t e  p ia n o  i n s t r u c t i o n  b e f o r e  e n t e r ­

in g  c o l l e g e  h ad  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  w ith  k e y b o a rd  harm ony, b u t  some 

s tu d e n t s  w ith  l i t t l e  p ia n o  b ack g ro u n d  h a d  t r o u b l e  w i th  k e y ­

b o a rd  h a rm o n y . S e v e r a l  g r a d u a te s  e x p re s s e d  a d e s i r e  f o r  

d iv id e d  c l a s s e s  in  b a s i c  th e o r y ,  w ith  one c l a s s  b e in g  more a d ­

v an ced  th a n  th e  o th e r  c l a s s . Some s tu d e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  th e y  

w ere n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  ad v an ce  a s  r a p i d ly  a s  th e y  w ere c a p a b le  

o f  d o in g  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  n eed  f o r  m ore th o ro u g h  t r a i n i n g  f o r  

some s tu d e n t s  who h ad  a p o o r b ack g ro u n d  i n  m u sic  th e o r y  b e ­

f o r e  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e ,  y e t  some g ra d u a te s  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  

t h e o r y  c l a s s e s  moved to o  r a p i d l y . T h ese  w ere  u s u a l l y  s t u ­

d e n ts  who h a d  a p o o r b ack g ro u n d  in  m u sic  th e o r y  b e f o r e
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e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e  and fo u n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p ro g re s s  a s  r a p i d ly  

a s  th e  more ad v an ced  s t u d e n t .

Some o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  r e q u i r e  c o u n te r p o in t  and form s 

and  a n a ly s i s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s t u d e n t 's  

r e q u i r e d  c u r r ic u lu m , w h i le  some o f f e r  t h e  tw o c o u rs e s  a s  

e l e c t i v e s ;  some o f  t h e  c o l l e g e s  do n o t  o f f e r  th e  c o u r s e s  in  

t h e i r  m u sic  c u r r ic u lu m . Only 59% o f  t h e  g ra d u a te s  co m p le ted  

c o u r s e s  in  c o u n te r p o in t  an d  form s and  a n a l y s i s .  Of t h e  59% 

ta k in g  c o u n te r p o in t ,  39% co m p le ted  one s e m e s te r  and  20% com­

p l e t e d  two s e m e s te r s  o f  c o u n t e r p o i n t .  Of th o s e  c o m p le tin g  

c o u r s e s  in  c o u n te r p o in t ,  24% th o u g h t  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  and 

c o u rs e  work w ere  " e x c e l l e n t . "  T h i r ty  p e r c e n t  r a t e d  t h e i r  

t r a i n i n g  a s  "g o o d " ; 20%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  15%, " p o o r " ; and  10% 

a s  " in a d e q u a te ."  The 59% o f  t h e  g r a d u a te s  who to o k  form s and 

a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  80% c o m p le te d  one s e m e s te r  and 21% 

co m p le ted  tw o s e m e s te r s  o f  t r a i n i n g .  The g ra d u a te s  c o m p le tin g  

c o u r s e s  in  form s and  a n a l y s i s  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  "good" 

w ith  27% g iv in g  t h i s  r a t i n g .  T w en ty -tw o  p e r c e n t  gave th e  

r a t i n g  o f  " e x c e l l e n t " ;  21%, " p o o r" ;  15%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " °  and 

14%, " in a d e q u a te ."

S e v e r a l  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  who r e c e iv e d  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n  

from  a c o l l e g e  t h a t  d id  n o t  o f f e r  e i t h e r  c o u n te r p o in t  o r  

form s and  a n a l y s i s  e x p r e s s e d  a  d e s i r e  f o r  th e s e  tw o c o u rs e s  

t o  be added  t o  th e  m u sic  c u r r ic u lu m . They s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  

was an a r e a  o f  w eakness i n  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n  in  m u sic  th e o r y .
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S e v e r a l  fo u n d  t h i s  t o  b e  a  d e f i c i e n c y  w h e n ,th e y  e n te r e d  g ra d u ­

a t e  s c h o o l .

O nly f o r ty - o n e  o f  th e  one h u n d re d  and sev en  g r a d u a te s  

re sp o n d in g  t o  t h i s  s tu d y ,  o r  38%, co m p le te d  a  c o u rs e  in  

c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g .  T w e n ty -e ig h t p e r c e n t  co m p le te d  one s e m e s te r  

and  o n ly  10% co m p le ted  two s e m e s te r s  o f  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g .  

T h i r t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  g av e  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  t h i s  c o u rs e  a r a t ­

in g  o f  "g o o d ."  T w e n ty - th re e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  th o u g h t  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  was " e x c e l l e n t ” w h i le  th e  same am ount, 23%, 

th o u g h t t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  was " in a d e q u a te ."  Tw elve p e r c e n t  b e ­

l i e v e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  was " s a t i s f a c t o r y "  w h ile  th e  re m a in in g  

5% r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " p o o r ."

The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  c o m p le te d  t h e i r  c h o r a l  

a r r a n g in g  t r a i n i n g  e i t h e r  a s  a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  b a s i c  m u sic  

th e o r y  c o u r s e s  o r  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  s e c o n d a ry  m ethods c l a s s  

in  m usic  e d u c a t io n .  In  m ost in s t a n c e s  when th e  t r a i n i n g  was 

a  p a r t  o f  a n o th e r  c l a s s ,  th e y  g av e  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n ­

in g  was v e r y  in a d e q u a te .  S e v e r a l  made a  comment t h a t  c h o r a l  

a r r a n g in g  was a  v e ry  d e f i n i t e  w eakness in  t h e i r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  

t r a i n i n g  in  m u sic  th e o r y .  Many b e l i e v e  t h i s  c o u rs e  i s  e s s e n ­

t i a l  f o r  g r a d u a te s  who p la n  to  d i r e c t  j u n i o r  and  s e n io r  h ig h  

s c h o o l  c h o r a l  g ro u p s .  Of t h e  g r a d u a te s  who d id  co m p le te  a 

c o u rs e  i n  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g ,  s e v e r a l  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  c l a s s  was 

ta u g h t  by an  in s t r u m e n ta l  i n s t r u c t o r  e i t h e r  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  

c o u rse  o r  a s  a p a r t  o f  th e  in s t r u m e n ta l  o r c h e s t r a t i o n  c l a s s . 

T h is  p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in s  why 23% o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  who co m p le ted
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a c o u rse  i n  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g  gave t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a r a t i n g  o f  

" in a d e q u a te

Only one o f  th e  c o l l e g e s  o f f e r s  a  s e p a r a te  c o u rse  in  

c o m p o s itio n . G ra d u a te s  from  th e  re m a in in g  c o l le g e s  who d id  

have c o m p o s itio n  c o m p le te d  th e  work e i t h e r  a s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  

b a s ic  m usic  th e o r y  c o u rs e s  o r  a s  a  p a r t  o f  c o u n te r p o in t .

V ery few o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  e x p re s s e d  a  d e s i r e  f o r  a s e p a r a te  

c o u rse  in  c o m p o s it io n . Of th e  g r a d u a te s  who had  c o m p o s itio n  

a s  a  s e p a r a te  c o u rs e  o r  a s  a  p a r t  o f  a n o th e r  th e o ry  c o u r s e ,

45% r a te d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  "good"? 23% r a t e d  i t  " s a t i s f a c ­

t o r y " ;  16%, "poor"  ; 14%, " e x c e l l e n t " ?  and  2%, " in a d e q u a te ."

In  t h e  o p in io n  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  o f  t h e  c o o p e ra t in g  

c o l l e g e s ,  t h e  c o u rs e s  in  m usic  h i s t o r y  an d  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  one 

o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  

s t u d e n t 's  t r a i n i n g .  One g r a d u a te  com m ented, "T his a r e a  o f  

s tu d y  i s  a  m ust f o r  any p u b l i c  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m usic  t e a c h e r . "  

Only one g r a d u a te  re s p o n d in g  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  s t a t e d  t h a t  

to o  much t im e  was d e v o te d  t o  t h e  s tu d y  o f  m usic  h i s t o r y  

c o u r s e s . S e v e ra l  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t  more tim e  

sh o u ld  be  d e v o te d  t o  c o u r s e s  i n  m u sic  h i s t o r y  and l i t e r a t u r e .  

T hese  g r a d u a te s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  to o  much m a te r ia l  t h a t  

s h o u ld  be co v e re d  and  u s u a l ly  n o t  enough t im e  to  c o v e r  a l l  o f  

i t  a d e q u a te ly .

Of t h e  one h u n d red  and  sev en  g r a d u a te s  re sp o n d in g  to  

th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  o n ly  35% o f  them  co m p le ted  s e p a r a te  c o u rs e s  

in  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e .  At some s t a t e  c o l l e g e s  some c o u rs e s  a r e
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b e in g  t a u g h t  w hich  a r e  c a l l e d  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  and 

a r e  open t o  b o th  m u sic  m a jo rs  and n o n -m u sic  m a jo r s . T hese  

c o u r s e s  a r e  ta u g h t  p r im a r i l y  f o r  th e  n o n -m u sic  m a jo r  and 

u s u a l l y  t a k e  th e  p la c e  o f  m usic  a p p r e c i a t i o n  c o u r s e s .  The 

m usic  m a jo rs  t a k in g  th e s e  c o u rs e s  u s u a l l y  f i n d  them  o f  v e ry  

l i t t l e , v a l u e  in  a m u sic  d e g re e  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram . Of th e  

g r a d u a te s  c o m p le tin g  c o u r s e s  in  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  34% r a t e d  

t h e i r , t r a i n i n g  a s  " e x c e l l e n t " ;  32% r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  

" g o o d " ; 16%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  5%, " p o o r" ;  and  13%, " in a d e ­

q u a t e . "  (See T a b le  7 ) .  Some o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  g iv in g  th e  

low r a t i n g  s a id  t h a t  th e  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  w ere  ta u g h t  

to o  much l i k e  a m u sic  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e .  N in e ty - th r e e  p e r c e n t  

o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  t o  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  co m p le te d  two sem es­

t e r s  o f  c o u r s e  w ork i n  m u sic  h i s t o r y .  F o r ty -o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  

th e s e  r e s p o n d e n ts  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  m u sic  h i s t o r y  a s  

"g o o d ."  T h i r t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  gave t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  i n  m u sic  

h i s t o r y  a  r a t i n g  o f  " e x c e l l e n t " ;  21%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ; 11%, 

" p o o r " ; and  7%, " in a d e q u a te ."

The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  showed t h a t  th e  c o l ­

le g e  g r a d u a te s  from  t h e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ere r e c e i v ­

in g  a d e q u a te  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  s t y l e s  o f  v o c a l  m u sic  p e rfo rm an c e  

and  v o c a l  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p e r io d s  o f  m usic  

h i s t o r y .  (See T a b le  8 ) .  The r e s p o n d e n ts  gave  t h e  h ig h e s t  

r a t i n g  t o  th e  t r a i n i n g  th e y  r e c e iv e d  in  t h e  s t y l e s  o f  v o c a l  

m usic  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  th e  C l a s s i c a l  and  R om antic p e r io d s  w ith  

56% r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  e i t h e r  " e x c e l l e n t "  o r  "g o o d ."



TABLE 7

TRAINING IN MUSIC HISTORY AND LITERATURE

C o u rse E x c e l l e n t Good S a t i s f a c t o r y P o o r I n a d e q u a te T o t a l

M usic L i t e r a t u r e 13 12 6 2 5 38

M u sic H i s to r y 26 39 22 12 8 107

<T>cr>



TABLE 8

TRAINING IN SPECIALIZED AREAS OF MUSIC 
HISTORY AND LITERATURE

A rea  o f  S tu d y E x c e l l e n t Good S a t i s f a c t o r y P o o r I n a d e q u a te T o t a l

V o c a l M u sic  P e r fo rm a n c e  o f

R e n a is s a n c e 14 41 27 17 8 107
B aro q u e 21 35 31 14 6 107
C l a s s i c a l 21 39 27 14 6 107
R o m an tic 19 41 33 10 4 107
C o n te m p o ra ry 22 22 37 20 6 107

V o c a l M u sic  L i t e r a t u r e  o f

R e n a is s a n c e 13 35 27 19 13 107
B aro q u e 10 43 23 21 10 107
C l a s s i c a l 15 35 25 23 9 107
R o m an tic 15 37 26 19 10 107
C o n tem p o ra ry 10 41 31 17 8 107

cr>
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T hese tw o p e r io d s  w ere  fo llo w e d  v e ry  c lo s e ly  by  th e  B aroque 

(53%) and  th e  R e n a is sa n c e  (51%) p e r io d s ,  r a t i n g  e i t h e r  " e x c e l ­

l e n t "  o r  "g o o d ."  The r e s p o n d e n ts  t r a i n i n g  in  t h e  C on tem porary  

p e r io d  r e c e iv e d  th e  lo w e s t  r a t i n g ,  w ith  o n ly  42% g iv in g  i t  a 

r a t i n g  o f  " e x c e l l e n t "  o r  "g o o d ."  The t o t a l  r a t i n g  f o r  t h e  

R om antic p e r io d  was 18%, " e x c e l l e n t " ;  38%, "g o o d "; 31%, 

" s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  9%, " p o o r " ; and  4%, " in a d e q u a te ,"  w ith  th e  

l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t  r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  "g o o d ."  The r e s p o n ­

d e n ts  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  th e  C l a s s i c a l  p e r io d  w ith  20% 

r a t i n g  " e x c e l l e n t " ;  36%, "g o o d " ; 25%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  13%, 

" p o o r" ; and  6%, " in a d e q u a te ,"  w ith  th e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t  r a t i n g  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " g o o d ."  Tw enty p e r c e n t  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  

in  th e  s t y l e s  o f  th e  v o c a l  m usic  p e rfo rm an ce  o f  th e  B aroque 

p e r io d  a s  " e x c e l l e n t " ;  33%, "g o o d " ; 29%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  13%, 

" p o o r" ; and  7%, " in a d e q u a te ,"  w ith  th e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  

a g a in  r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  "g o o d ."  The g r a d u a te s  r a t e d  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  R e n a is sa n c e  p e r io d  w ith  13% r a t i n g  

" e x c e l l e n t " ;  38%, " g o o d " ; 25%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  16%, " p o o r " ; 

and 7%, " in a d e q u a te ,"  a g a in  t h e  m a jo r i ty  r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n ­

in g  a s  "g o o d ."  The t r a i n i n g  in  th e  C on tem porary  p e r io d  was 

r a t e d  a s  21%, " e x c e l l e n t " ;  21%, "g o o d " ; 35%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  

19%, " p o o r " ; and  4%, " in a d e q u a te ,"  w ith  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t ­

age r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " s a t i s f a c t o r y . "

The r a t i n g  o f  "good" on th e  t r a i n i n g  r e c e iv e d  in  

v o c a l  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e c e iv e d  th e  h ig h e s t  

p e r c e n ta g e . The g r a d u a te s  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  th e
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l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  Baroque p e r io d  th e  h i g h e s t ,  fo llo w e d  v e ry  

c l o s e ly  by  R om an tic , C l a s s i c a l ,  C o n tem p o ra ry , and R e n a is sa n c e  

p e r io d s .  The t o t a l  r a t i n g  f o r  t h e  B aroque p e r io d  was 9% 

" e x c e l l e n t " ;  40%, "good"; 21%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  20%, " p o o r " ; 

and  9%, " i n a d e q u a t e , " w ith  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t  r a t i n g  t h e i r  

t r a i n i n g  "g o o d ."  The re s p o n d e n ts  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  th e  

R om antic p e r io d  a s  14%, " e x c e l l e n t " ; 35%, " g o o d " ; 24%, 

" s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  21%, " p o o r" ; and 8%, " in a d e q u a te ,"  a g a in  th e  

l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t  r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  "g o o d ."  In  th e  Con­

te m p o ra ry  p e r io d ,  9% r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  i n  v o c a l  m u sic  

l i t e r a t u r e  a s  " e x c e l l e n t " ;  33%, " g o o d " ; 25%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  

18%, " p o o r" ;  and  12%, " in a d e q u a te ,"  t h ë  m a jo r i t y  r a t i n g  t h e i r  

t r a i n i n g  a s  "g o o d ."

Comments g iv e n  by  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  in  

some in s t a n c e s  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  m u sic  h i s t o r y  

c o u r s e s .  T h is  i s  u s u a l ly  in  a  c o l l e g e  w here no s e p a r a te  

c o u rs e  i s  b e in g  o f f e r e d  in  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e .  Some o f  th e  

g r a d u a te s  r e c e iv e d  some t r a i n i n g  in  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  th ro u g h  

o th e r  c o u r s e s  su c h  a s  m u sic  t h e o r y ,  a p p l i e d  m u sic  l e s s o n s ,  

s e c o n d a ry  m u sic  m eth o d s, and  c h o r a l  c o n d u c t in g .  Comments 

from  some o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  much tim e  was 

d e v o te d  t o  th e  B aroque , C l a s s i c a l ,  and  R om antic p e r io d s  ; b u t  

o f te n  th e  R e n a is sa n c e  and  C o n tem p o ra ry  p e r io d s  w ere  s l i g h t e d .  

S e v e r a l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  C o n tem p o rary  p e r io d  sh o u ld  be 

c o v e red  m ore th o ro u g h ly ,  e s p e c i a l l y  v o c a l  m u sic  o f  th e  Con­

te m p o ra ry  p e r i o d .  Some o f  t h e  comments s t a t e d  i n d i c a t e  more
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t im e  s h o u ld  he d e v o te d  t o  v o c a l  m usic  in  th e  m u sic  h i s t o r y  

c o u r s e s , s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  th e  c o u rse  was o f te n  

f o r  in s t r u m e n ta l  s t u d e n t s . Numerous s ta te m e n ts  i n d ic a te d  

t h a t  more tim e  s h o u ld  b e  d e v o te d  t o  th e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m u sic  in  

th e  m u sic  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s  and  l e s s  t im e  d e v o te d  to  m ino r d e ­

t a i l s  ta k e n  from  t h e  t e x t  b o o k . The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  r e s p o n ­

d e n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  w ere s a t i s f i e d  w ith  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  

m usic  h i s t o r y  d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  work and b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  

was s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e i r  w ork  a s  a  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m usic  

e d u c a to r ;  h o w ev er, s e v e r a l  w ro te  t h a t  th e y  d is c o v e re d  a w eak­

n e s s  in  t h e i r  m u sic  h i s t o r y  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  d o in g  g ra d u a te  

work a t  a  m a jo r  u n i v e r s i t y .

None o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f f e r s  a s e p a r a t e  

c o u rs e  i n  c h o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e ;  how ever, some o f  th e s e  c o l le g e s  

o f f e r  t r a i n i n g  in  c h o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  p a r t  o f  a  s e p a r a te  

c o u r s e .  T h is  i s  o f t e n  t a u g h t  a s  a  p a r t  o f  s e c o n d a ry  m u sic  

m eth o d s, c h o r a l  c o n d u c t in g ,  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e  o r  m u sic  h i s t o r y .  

F o r ty - tw o  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  co m p le ted  w ork in  c h o r a l  

l i t e r a t u r e  and  from  t h i s  g ro u p , 22% r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  

" e x c e l l e n t " ;  40%, "g o o d " ; 20%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  9%, " p o o r" ;  

and 4%, " in a d e q u a te ,"  th e  m a jo r i ty  r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  as 

" g o o d ."

The g r a d u a te s  o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  c o l le g e s  g ave  e x c e l ­

l e n t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  on v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s .  

The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t  m ost o f  th e  m u sic  

e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s  w ere  th o ro u g h  and  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  was good .
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The im p o rta n c e  o f  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  

m ethods c o u r s e s  and p r a c t i c e  t e a c h in g ,  was s t r e s s e d  s e v e r a l  

t i m e s .

E ig h ty - th re e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  co m p le ted  one 

s e m e s te r  o f  t r a i n i n g  in  e le m e n ta ry  v o c a l  m usic  m e th o d s . Of 

th e  re m a in in g  17%, 15% co m p le ted  two s e m e s te r s  i n  e le m e n ta ry  

v o c a l  m usic  m ethods and  2% d id  n o t c o m p le te  a c o u r s e .  The 

q u e s t io n n a i r e  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  s tu d e n t s  w ere r e c e iv in g  a d e ­

q u a te  t r a i n i n g  in  e le m e n ta ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m ethods c o u r s e s .

(See T a b le  9 ) .  T h i r t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  g ra d u a te s  r a t e d  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " e x c e l l e n t " ; 38%, "g o o d " ; 9%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  

12%, " p o o r " ; ,  and 4%, " in a d e q u a te ,"  w i th  th e  m a jo r i ty  g iv in g  

th e  r a t i n g  o f  "g o o d ."  Some o f  t h e s e  r e s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t  

th e  c o u rse s  f o r  e le m e n ta ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m ethods w ere o f te n  

com bined w ith  a s e c o n d a ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m ethods c o u r s e .  In  

t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s , th e  e le m e n ta ry  p o r t i o n  was o f te n  n e g le c te d  

in  f a v o r  o f  more t im e  d e v o te d  t o  th e  se c o n d a ry  m e th o d s . T hese 

c o u r s e s  w ere  u s u a l l y  o f f e r e d  f o r  two s e m e s te r s ,  w ith  one 

s e m e s te r  d e v o te d  t o  e le m e n ta ry  m ethods an d  one s e m e s te r  d e ­

v o te d  to  se c o n d a ry  m e th o d s; h o w ev er, s e c o n d a ry  m ethods w ere 

o f te n  in c lu d e d  in  b o th  s e m e s te r s .

E ig h ty - e ig h t  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  co m p le ted  

c o u r s e s  in  s e c o n d a ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m e th o d s , 77% co m p le ted  one 

s e m e s te r  and 11% co m p le ted  two s e m e s t e r s . Twelve p e r c e n t  o f  

th e  re s p o n d e n ts  d id  n o t  c o m p le te  a  s e p a r a t e  c o u rse  i n  s e c o n ­

d a ry  v o c a l  m usic  m e th o d s . The g r a d u a te s  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g



TABLE 9

TRAINING IN MUSIC EDUCATION

C o u rse E x c e l l e n t Good S a t i s f a c t o r y P o o r I n a d e q u a te T o t a l

E le m e n ta ry  V o c a l M ethods 39 41 10 13 4 107
S e c o n d a ry  V o c a l M ethods 36 40 6 10 10 102
G e n e r a l  M u sic  C la s s 16 38 28 12 10 104
C h o ra l  C o n d u c tin g 32 46 10 10 9 107
P r a c t i c e  T e a c h in g  
S u p e r v i s io n  o f  P r a c t i c e

42 38 13 8 6 107

T e a c h in g 31 36 16 19 2 104
V o c a l P edagogy 30 34 12 6 12 94
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in  , t h i s  c o u rs e  v e ry  h ig h  w i th  35% r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  

" e x c e l l e n t ” ; 39%, "go o d "; 6%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  10%, " in a d e ­

q u a te "  w ith  th e  m a jo r i ty  r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  "g o o d ."

The m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  t r a i n i n g  th e y  

r e c e iv e d  in  s e c o n d a ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m ethods was th o ro u g h  b u t  

s e v e r a l  e x p r e s s e d  a d e s i r e  f o r  one m ore s e m e s te r  in  s e c o n d a ry  

v o c a l  m u sic  m e th o d s .

None o f  t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  co m p le te d  a  s e p a r a te  c o u r s e  

t o  p r e p a re  f o r  t e a c h in g  th e  g e n e r a l  m u sic  c l a s s ;  how ever, 83% 

o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  h ad  some t r a i n i n g  a s  a  p a r t  o f  o t h e r  

c l a s s e s .  I n  m o st i n s t a n c e s ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  was in c lu d e d  in  th e  

s e c o n d a ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m ethods c o u r s e s .  N in e te e n  p e r c e n t  o f  

th e  g ra d u a te s  d id  n o t  h a v e  any  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  te a c h  th e  g e n ­

e r a l  m u sic  c l a s s e s .  Many o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  in  t h i s  g ro u p

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was one o f  t h e  w e ak n esse s  i n  th e  v o c a l  m u sic

e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  p rog ram  and  e x p r e s s e d  a  d e s i r e  f o r  t h i s  

t r a i n i n g  to  b e  a p a r t  o f  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a tio n  c u r r ic u lu m  

a t  th e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s . Of t h e  83% who r e c e iv e d  t r a i n i n g  t o  

te a c h  t h e  g e n e r a l  m u sic  c l a s s  15% r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  

" e x c e l l e n t " ; 37%, " g o o d " ; 27%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  12%, " p o o r " ; 

and 10%, " in a d e q u a te "  w ith  th e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t  r a t i n g  t h e i r  

t r a i n i n g  a s  "g o o d ."  Many o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t

t h e r e  was n o t enough tim e  i n  one s e c o n d a ry  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  c o u r s e  t o  g iv e  a d e q u a te  t r a i n i n g  t o  t h e  s tu d e n ts  in  b o th  

j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  and s e n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  te a c h in g  m e th o d s .

I t  was s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a  s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e  b e  o f f e r e d  in  j u n i o r
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h ig h  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m u sic  m ethods i n  w hich  p r e p a r a t io n  t o  t e a c h  

t h e  g e n e r a l  m usic  c l a s s  w ould b e  a  p a r t .  S e v e r a l  o f  th e  

re s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  € h â t  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  tim e  was d e v o te d  

t o  m ethods o f  o r g a n iz in g  and t r a i n i n g  c h o r a l  g ro u p s and  t o  

c h o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e .

Of th e  g r a d u a te s  re s p o n d in g  to  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  99% 

c o m p le ted  c o u r s e s  i n  c o n d u c tin g  w ith  77% c o m p le tin g  tw o 

s e m e s te r s  and  22% c o m p le tin g  one s e m e s te r  o f  t r a i n i n g .  

S ix ty - f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  w ere t a u g h t  by  v o c a l  m u sic  

i n s t r u c t o r s , and 36% w ere  t a u g h t  by  in s t r u m e n ta l  i n s t r u c t o r s . 

E ig h ty - e ig h t  p e r c e n t  o f  t h i s  num ber co m p le ted  s e p a r a te  

c o u rs e s  in  c h o r a l  c o n d u c tin g  w ith  67% c o m p le tin g  one s e m e s te r  

an d  21% c o m p le tin g  tw o s e m e s te r s .  I n  r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  

i n  c o n d u c tin g , t h e  g r a d u a te s  gave th e  h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  

r a t i n g  a s  "good" w i th  43% g iv in g  t h i s  r a t i n g .  T h i r ty  p e r c e n t  

r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " e x c e l l e n t " ?  9%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  9%, 

"p o o r"  ; and 8%, " in a d e q u a te ."  The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  

w ere co m p lim en ta ry  o f  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  c o n d u c tin g . S e v e r a l  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was one o f  t h e  m ost v a lu a b le  c l a s s e s  com­

p l e t e d  in  m u sic  e d u c a t io n .  In  some in s t a n c e s ,  i n d iv id u a l s  

s u g g e s te d  t h a t  m ore t im e  b e  d e v o te d  t o  o b s e rv in g  a c t u a l  j u n i o r  

o r  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  c h o r a l  r e h e a r s a l s .  Some g r a d u a te s  e x ­

p r e s s e d  a d e s i r e  f o r  m ore o p p o r tu n i ty  to  d i r e c t  o rg a n iz e d  

c h o r a l  g ro u p s  th a n  t o  u s e  t h e  s tu d e n t s  in  th e  c o n d u c tin g  

c l a s s  a s  th e  c h o r a l  g ro u p . I t  was a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t
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l e a s t  one p a r t  o f  a  s e m e s te r  s h o u ld  b e  d e v o te d  t o  advanced  

c o n d u c tin g  te c h n iq u e s .

The m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  w ere r e q u i r e d  t o  com­

p l e t e  c o u rs e s  i n  i n s t r u m e n ta l  m u sic  m e th o d s , e i t h e r  a s  a  

s e p a r a te  c o u rs e  o r  a s  p a r t  o f  an  e le m e n ta ry  o r  s e c o n d a ry  

m u sic  m ethods c o u r s e .  Some o f  th e  g ra d u a te s  co m p le ted  

s e p a r a te  c o u r s e s  i n  s t r i n g s ,  w oodw inds, b r a s s ,  and  p e r c u s s io n .  

Many o f  t h e  g r a d u a te s  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e s e  c o u rse s  w ere r e q u i r e d  

in  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  c u r r ic u lu m  and w ere co m p le ted  to  

f u l f i l l  t h i s  r e q u ire m e n t .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  i n ­

d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e y  h ad  r e c e iv e d  a d e q u a te  t r a i n i n g  in  i n s t r u ­

m e n ta l  m usic  m ethods b u t  w ere  now te a c h in g  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  and  h ad  l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  u se  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  i n ­

s t r u m e n ta l  m e th o d s .

O ut o f  th e  one h u n d re d  and  sev en  g ra d u a te s  r e tu r n in g  

th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  one h u n d re d  and fo u r  o f  them  co m p le ted  one 

s e m e s te r  o f  s tu d e n t  t e a c h i n g .  The re m a in in g  t h r e e  g ra d u a te s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t  co m p le te  a  c o u rse  in  s tu d e n t  t e a c h ­

in g .  Of th e  one h u n d red  and  s e v e n , o r  97%, c o m p le tin g  th e  

s e m e s te r  o f  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g ,  80% w ere s u p e rv is e d  by an i n ­

s t r u c t o r  from  th e  e d u c a t io n  d e p a r tm e n t and 20% w ere s u p e r ­

v i s e d  by someone from  t h e  m u sic  d e p a r tm e n t. T h i r t y  p e r c e n t  

r a t e d  t h e i r  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  a s  " e x c e l l e n t " ;

35%, "g o o d "; 15%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  18%, " p o o r" ; and  2%, " in a d e ­

q u a t e , "  w ith  th e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t  r a t i n g  t h e i r  s u p e r v i s io n  as  

" g o o d ."  Many o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t  v o c a l  m usic
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e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  s h o u ld  b e  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  th e  

m usic  d ep a rtm en t»  In  some in s t a n c e s ,  th e  s t u d e n t 's  c o l le g e  

s u p e r v is o r  was from  th e  e d u c a t io n .d e p a r tm e n t and  knew n o th in g  

a b o u t m u s ic . T hese  s tu d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  b e s t  i n ­

s t r u c t i o n  was p r e s e n te d  by  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  t e a c h e r  i n  th e  

p u b l ic  s c h o o l  w here th e y  w ere d o in g  t h e i r  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g .

In  some in s t a n c e s ,  th e  s u p e r v i s o r  from  th e  c o l le g e  o b s e rv e d  

th e  s tu d e n t  o n ly  one t im e  d u r in g  h i s  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g ,  and  in  

one in s t a n c e  th e  i n s t r u c t o r  n e v e r  o b se rv e d  t h e  s tu d e n t  

t e a c h e r .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s tu d e n t s  w ere  e x tre m e ly  g r a t e f u l  to  

th e  c o o p e r a t in g  t e a c h e r  i n  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l .  As i n d i c a t e d  

on t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  18% o f  t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  

s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  s u p e r v i s io n  was " p o o r ."  I t  was i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  th e  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  w ould  be more b e n e f i c i a l  i f  s u p e r ­

v i s e d  by  t h e  m usic  d e p a r tm e n t .  S e v e r a l  re s p o n d e n ts  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  one s e m e s te r ,  o f t e n  o n ly  n in e  w eeks, was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  

tim e  f o r  o b s e rv in g  a c t u a l  c la s s ro o m  te a c h in g .  I t  was men­

t io n e d  t h a t  i t  w ould b e  v e ry  v a lu a b le  i f  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  m a jo rs  w ere  p e r m i t te d  to  o b s e rv e  c la s s ro o m  te a c h in g  in  

th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  a t  l e a s t  d u r in g  a  p a r t  o f  a  s e m e s te r  o f  

th e  j u n i o r  y e a r  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  one s e m e s te r  o f  t h e  s e n io r  

y e a r .

I t  was o f te n  s t a t e d  t h a t  some o f  th e  i n s t r u c t o r s  in  

th e  c o l le g e s  who a r e  t e a c h in g  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  c l a s s e s  

h av e  n o t  t a u g h t  in  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  an d , t h e r e f o r e ,  h av e  no 

c o n c e p tio n  o f . t h e  p ro b le m s t h a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  w i l l  f a c e  a f t e r
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g r a d u a t io n  and  a c c e p t in g  a  t e a c h in g  p o s i t i o n  in  th e  p u b l ic  

s c h o o ls .  Numerous t im e s  t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  em p h asized  th e  im ­

p o r ta n c e  o f  m ore th o ro u g h  t r a i n i n g  i n  th e  m ethods and m a t e r i ­

a l s  c l a s s e s .  Some in d i c a t e d  a t im e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  d u r in g  t h e  

f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t e a c h in g  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  l a c k  o f  t r a i n i n g  in  

v o c a l  m usic  m a t e r i a l s . Some o f  th e  s ta te m e n ts  in d i c a t e d  t h a t  

more t im e  s h o u ld  b e  d e v o te d  t o  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m ethods 

c o u r s e s  and l e s s  t im e  t o  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s . Some o f  

t h e  g r a d u a te s  s t a t e d  t h a t  some g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  c l a s s e s  w ere 

a  co m p le te  l o s s  a s  t o  t h e i r  v a lu e  in  t e a c h in g  v o c a l  m usic  e d u ­

c a t io n  c l a s s e s . The c o u rs e  in  t e s t s  and  m easu rem en ts  was 

c r i t i c i z e d  m ore th a n  o n c e , and  th e  s tu d e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  

a n o th e r  c o u rse  in  v o c a l  m usic  m ethods and  m a t e r i a l s  o r  a 

c l a s s  i n  g e n e r a l  m u sic  w ould  h av e  b een  much more a d v a n ta g e o u s . 

I t  was a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n s t r u c t o r s  in  c o l le g e  sh o u ld  b e  

more r e a l i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e i r  a p p ro a c h  t o  t e a c h in g  th e  m ethods 

c o u r s e s ,  n o t  a lw ay s  t e a c h in g  from  th e  " id e a l "  s i t u a t i o n  b u t  

s t a t i n g  and w o rk in g  w i th  some o f  t h e  u n d e s i r a b le  p rob lem s 

t h a t  th e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  may e n c o u n te r  a f t e r  

t a k in g  a  t e a c h in g  p o s i t i o n .  Two o f  t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  i n d i c a t e d  

t h e i r  f i r s t  t e a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e  b ro u g h t  them  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  

o v e r  f iv e  h u n d re d  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m u sic  s tu d e n ts  

e v e ry  d a y . B o th  t e a c h e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e y  w ould  h av e  a p ­

p r e c i a t e d  some i n s t r u c t i o n  on how t o  t e a c h  and  d i s c i p l i n e  su ch  

la r g e  g ro u p s . O th e r  s i t u a t i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  w ere m en tio n ed  

a n d , th e  d e s i r e  e x p re s s e d  f o r  more p r e p a r a t i o n  in  a c t u a l
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p ro b lem s t h a t  t h e  f i r s t - y e a r  t e a c h e r  may e n c o u n te r .  Many o f  

th e  re sp o n d e n ts  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  m ost v a lu a b le  e x p e r ie n c e  was 

w o rk in g  w ith  an o u t s ta n d in g  c o o p e ra t in g  t e a c h e r  in  th e  p u b l ic  

s c h o o ls  w h ile  d o in g  t h e i r  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g .

The r e s p o n s e  from  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  co m p le ted  by th e  

v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  g r a d u a te s  o f  th e  c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  in d i c a t e d  t h a t  some o f  th e  m ost e f f e c t i v e  te a c h in g  in  

t h e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  c u r r ic u lu m  i s  b e in g  ta u g h t  i n  th e  

a r e a  o f  a p p l ie d  m u s ic , b o th  v o ic e  and p ia n o .  T h is  i s  th e  

o n ly  a r e a  o f  s tu d y  in c lu d e d  in  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  w here th e  

m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " e x c e l ­

l e n t . "  I n  th e  t r a i n i n g  r e c e iv e d  in  a p p l ie d  p ia n o ,  none o f  

th e  re sp o n d e n ts  r a t e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  a s  " in a d e q u a te "  and o n ly  

s e v e n  o f  th e  one h u n d re d  and  sev en  r a t e d  th e  t r a i n i n g  as  

" p o o r ."  F o r t h e  q u e s t io n  p e r t a i n in g  to  th e  g r a d u a t e 's  t r a i n ­

in g  in  a p p l ie d  v o ic e ,  o n ly  t e n  o f  th e  one h u n d re d  and sev en  

re s p o n d e n ts  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  "p o o r"  o r  " in a d e q u a te ."  

S e v e r a l  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  g iv in g  a  low r a t i n g  t o  t h e i r  t r a i n ­

in g  in  a p p l ie d  m u sic  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  re a s o n  f o r  t h e  low r a t i n g  

was n o t  due t o  th e  la c k  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  c o l le g e  g r a n t in g  

t h e i r  d e g re e ,  b u t  was l a c k  o f  p r a c t i c e  o r  t a l e n t  on th e  p a r t  

o f  th e  g r a d u a te .

F o r ty - f iv e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  g r a d u a te s  co m p le ted  e ig h t  

s e m e s te r s  o f  a p p l i e d  p ia n o  d u r in g  t h e i r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n ­

i n g .  Of th e  re m a in in g  55%, 16% co m p le ted  fo u r  s e m e s te r s ;  15%, 

!Six s e m e s te r s ;  7%, sev en  s e m e s te r s ;  7%, tw o s e m e s te r s ;
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4%, f iv e  s e m e s te r s ;  2%,  t h r e e  s e m e s te r s ;  2%, one s e m e s te r ;  

and 2%,  tw e lv e  s e m e s te r s .  To th e  q u e s t io n  r e q u e s t in g  t h a t  

th e  g r a d u a te s  r a t e  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  a p p l ie d  p ia n o , 39% 

r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " e x c e l l e n t ” ; 33%, "good"; 21%, " s a t i s ­

f a c t o r y " ;  an d  7%, " p o o r ."  (See T a b le  1 0 ) .  The q u e s t io n  r e ­

q u e s t in g  a r a t i n g  on th e  g r a d u a t e 's  t r a i n i n g  in  p ia n o  s i g h t  

r e a d in g  r e c e iv e d  th e  lo w e s t  r a t i n g  o f  any s in g l e  q u e s t io n  i n ­

c lu d e d  in  t h i s  su rv e y  w ith  38% r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  as  

" s a t i s f a c t o r y "  and 22% r a t i n g  i t  a s  " p o o r ."  (See T a b le  1 1 ) .  

The re m a in in g  r a t i n g s  w ere 17%, "go o d "; 16%, " e x c e l l e n t " ;  and 

2%, " in a d e q u a te ."  The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  g iv in g  th e  

r a t i n g  o f  " e x c e l l e n t "  o r  "good" s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  had  co m p le ted  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  p r i v a t e  p ia n o  i n s t r u c t i o n  p r i o r  to  e n t e r i n g  

c o l l e g e .  A n o th e r  a r e a  w here th e  g r a d u a te s  in d ic a te d  a w eak­

n e s s  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  im p ro v is e  a t  th e  p ia n o . T h i r ty  p e r ­

c e n t  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  21%, " p o o r" ; 17%, 

" g o o d " ; 16%, " e x c e l l e n t " ;  and  13%, " in a d e q u a te ."  A g ain , many 

o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  r a t i n g  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  im p ro v ise  a t  t h e  p ia n o  

a s  " e x c e l l e n t " o r  "good" i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e y  h ad  s tu d ie d  

p r i v a t e  p ia n o  p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e .  S e v e ra l  o f  th e  s t u ­

d e n ts  r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  " in a d e q u a te "  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  

f a u l t  was w i th  th e  i n s t r u c t e e  and  n o t  th e  i n s t r u c t o r .  Some 

o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  a  l a c k  o f  n a t u r a l  a b i l i t y  a s  th e  

m ain r e a s o n  f o r  th e  w eakness in  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  im p ro v ise  a t  

th e  p ia n o .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  i n d ic a te d  an  a d e ­

q u a te  a b i l i t y  t o  p la y  c h o r a l  accom panim ents f o r  j u n io r  and



TABLE 10

TRAINING IN APPLIED MUSIC

C o u rse E x c e l l e n t Good S a t i s f a c t o r y P o o r I n a d e q u a te T o t a l

P ia n o

V o ic e

42

59

35

14

23

14

7

6

I

0

4

107

107

00o



TABLE 11

TRAINING IN SPECIALIZED AREAS OF APPLIED MUSIC

A re a  o f  S tu d y E x c e l l e n t Good S a t i s  f a c t o r y P o o r I n a d e q u a te T o t a l

P ia n o  S ig h t - R e a d in g 22 18 41 24 2 107
I m p r o v is in g  a t  t h e  P ia n o 19 20 32 22 14 107
C h o ra l  A ccom pan im en ts % 19 29 25 17 17 107
P la y in g  Harmony f o r

G iv en  M e lo d ie s 33 39 21 11 3 107
B r e a th in g  P r o c e s s  f o r

S in g in g  
P r o n u n c ia t i o n  o f  V ow els

59 24 20 4 0 107

an d  C o n so n a n ts 59 26 14 8 0 107
S e l e c t i o n  o f  V o c a l

S o lo  M usic 29 38 18 16 6 107

00
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s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  c h o r a l  g ro u p s . T h i r t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  r a t e d  

t h e i r  a b i l i t y  a s  " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  27%, "g ood"; 18%, " e x c e l l e n t " ;  

16%, " p o o r" ;  and  16%, " in a d e q u a te ."  Of th e  s e p a r a t e  a r e a s  i n  

p ia n o  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  th e  g r a d u a te s  r a t e d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  ta k e  

a s i n g l e  l i n e  m elody and  s e t  i t  t o  harm ony a t  t h e  k ey b o ard  

th e  h i g h e s t .  T h i r t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  r a te d  

t h e i r  a b i l i t y  as  "g o o d " ; 33%, " e x c e l l e n t " ;  20%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  

10%, " p o o r " ; and  3%, " in a d e q u a te ."  Many o f  t h e  s tu d e n ts  

s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e  im p o rta n c e  o f  t h e  a b i l ­

i t y  t o  p la y  th e  p ia n o  u n t i l  th e y  h a d  co m p le ted  t h e i r  c o l le g e  

t r a i n i n g  and  had  co m p le te d  a y e a r  o f  te a c h in g  v o c a l  m usic  

e d u c a t io n  i n  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  S e v e r a l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  more 

tim e  s h o u ld  b e  d e v o te d  t o  th e  t r a i n i n g  o f  s tu d e n ts  t o  s ig h t  

re a d  accom pan im ents and im p ro v ise  a t  t h e  p ia n o .

A l l  o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  co m p le ted  a  minimum o f  th r e e  

s e m e s te r s  i n  a p p l i e d  v o ic e  t r a i n i n g  in  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d y  

and  some s tu d e n t s  co m p le ted  a s  many a s  tw e lv e  s e m e s te r s .  The 

m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  g r a d u a te s  (40%) c o m p le te d  e i g h t  s e m e s te r s  o f  

a p p l ie d  v o ic e .  N in e te e n  p e r c e n t  c o m p le te d  s i x  s e m e s te r s ;

13%, f o u r  s e m e s te r s  ; 11%, t h r e e  s e m e s te r s ;  4%, f i v e  s e m e s te r s  ; 

4%, s e v e n  s e m e s te r s  ; 2%, n in e  s e m e s te r s  ; and  2%, tw e lv e  

s e m e s te r s .  F i f t y - s e v e n  q u e s t io n s  w here t h e  g r a d u a te s  r a te d  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  h ig h e s t  r a t i n g  was th e  t r a i n i n g  r e c e iv e d  

in  a p p l i e d  v o ic e .  (See T a b le  10) . S ix ty - f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n ts  r a t e d  t h e i r  a p p l i e d  v o ic e  t r a i n i n g  a s  " e x c e l l e n t . "  

T h i r t e e n  p e r c e n t  r a t e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  "g o o d ,"  and  13%
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r a t e d  i t  a s  " s a t i s f a c t o r y , "  w i th  o n ly  6% r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n ­

in g  a s  "p o o r"  and  4% a s  " in a d e q u a te ."  O nly 29% o f  th e  g ra d u ­

a t e s  co m p le ted  a  s e p a r a t e  c o u rs e  i n  v o ic e  p edagogy . The 

m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  g r a d u a te s  r e c e iv e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  v o ic e  

pedagogy  d u r in g  t h e i r  a p p l ie d  v o ic e  i n s t r u c t i o n .  N in e ty - f o u r  

o f  th e  one h u n d re d  and  seven  re s p o n d e n ts  r a t e d  t h e i r  a p p l ie d  

v o ic e .  Of th o s e  re s p o n d in g  t o  th e  q u e s t io n ,  36% r a t e d  t h e i r  

t r a i n i n g  a s  "g o o d " ; 30%, " e x c e l l e n t " ;  13%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;

6%, " p o o r" ;  and  13%, " in a d e q u a te ."  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  q u e s ­

t i o n n a i r e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  g ra d u a te s  r e c e iv e d  v e ry  co m p e ten t 

t r a i n i n g  i n  a p p l i e d  v o ic e  and v o c a l  pedagogy w ith  55% r a t i n g  

" e x c e l l e n t "  t h e i r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  b r e a th in g  p ro c e s s  i n ­

v o lv e d  in  s in g in g .  (See T a b le  1 1 ) .  T w enty-tw o p e r c e n t  r a t e d  

t h e i r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  "good"; 19%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  o n ly  4%, 

" p o o r" ; and  n o n e , " in a d e q u a te ."  The same h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  was 

g iv e n  t o  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  p ro n u n c ia t io n  o f  vow els  and 

c o n so n a n ts  w ith  55% r a t i n g  t h e i r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a s  " e x c e l l e n t " ;  

25%, "g o o d " ; 13%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  7%, " p o o r" ; and  none r a t e d  

i t  in a d e q u a te ."  The re s p o n d e n ts  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  a b i l ­

i t y  t o  s e l e c t  v o ic e  s o lo  m a te r i a l  f o r  t h e  ju n io r  and  s e n io r  

h ig h  s c h o o l  s tu d e n t  was a d e q u a te .  T h i r t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  r a t e d  

t h e i r  know ledge o f  s o lo  m u sic  a s  "g o o d " ; 27%, " e x c e l l e n t " ;

17%, " s a t i s f a c t o r y " ;  15%, " p o o r" ; and  6%, " in a d e q u a te ."  S ev ­

e r a l  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  t h a t  in d ic a te d  more t im e  s h o u ld  b e  

d e v o te d  t o  s e l e c t i o n  o f  v o ic e  s o lo  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  t h e  j u n i o r  

and  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  s tu d e n t .
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S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  in d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  w eak­

n e s s  in  t h e i r  p ia n o  t r a i n i n g  in  c o l le g e  was l a r g e l y  due to  

t h e i r  in a d e q u a te  p ia n o  t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e .

Many s t a t e d  t h a t  a  s tu d e n t  c a n n o t become p r o f i c i e n t  a t  th e  

p ia n o  in  fo u r  y e a r s  o f  c o l le g e  when r e q u i r e d  t o  ta k e  so  many 

o th e r  c o u rse s  and  d e v o te  so  much tim e  t o  p r a c t i c e  o f  p i a n o , 

v o i c e , and  o th e r  a p p l i e d  o r  c l a s s  in s t r u m e n t s . Some in d ic a te d  

t h a t  more tim e  s h o u ld  b e  d e v o te d  t o  s i g h t  r e a d in g ,  im p ro v is io n  

and  h a rm o n iz in g  m e lo d ie s , and l e s s  t im e  d e v o te d  to  l e a r n in g  

p ie c e s  o f  m usic  and  m em o riz in g  p ie c e s  f o r  s tu d io  r e c i t a l s  and 

f i n a l  e x a m in a tio n  j u r i e s .  S tu d e n ts  r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  in  

p ia n o  th e  h i g h e s t  w ere  u s u a l ly  th o s e  who h a d  s tu d ie d  p r i v a t e  

p ia n o  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e .  Some o f  

t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  s i g h t  r e a d  and 

im p ro v ise  h a s  im proved  g r e a t l y  a f t e r  c o m p le tin g  one o r  more 

y e a r s  o f  t e a c h in g  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  in  t h e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls . 

Some s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  im provem ent came a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a b s o ­

l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  do a co m p e ten t jo b  o f  t e a c h in g .

Some s t a t e d  t h a t  s tu d e n t s  in  m usic  e d u c a t io n  who w ere s tu d y ­

in g  a p p l ie d  m u sic  w ere  o f te n  n e g le c te d  by a p p l ie d  t e a c h e r s  in  

f a v o r  o f  a p p l ie d  m u sic  m a jo rs .

One g r a d u a te  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a p p l i e d  v o ic e  i n s t r u c t o r s  

d e v o te  more tim e  e x p la in in g  t o  th e  s tu d e n t s  a b o u t th e  p h y s ic a l  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  v o ic e  and i t s  te c h n iq u e ,  and  th e n  te a c h  

r e p e r t o i r e  a f t e r  t h e  s tu d e n t  knows how t o  s in g .  S e v e r a l  o f  

t h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some o f  t h e i r  b e s t  m usic
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e d u c a t io n  p r e p a r a t i o n  came from  v o ic e  and  p ia n o  i n s t r u c t o r s  

d u r in g  t h e i r  a p p l i e d  m u sic  l e s s o n s .  Many g r a d u a te s  r e q u e s te d  

t h a t  a  c o u rse  i n  v o c a l  pedagogy  b e  r e q u i r e d  o f  a l l  s tu d e n ts  

who p la n  to  e n t e r  th e  p r o f e s s io n  o f  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  

t e a c h e r s .

Summary

T hus, t h e  s tu d e n t s  who a r e  a t t e n d i n g  th e  s t a t e - '  

s u p p o r te d  f o u r - y e a r  c o l l e g e s  o f  Oklahoma and  who a r e  t r a i n i n g  

t o  become v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r s  i n  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  

a r e  r e c e iv in g  s u f f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  in  t h e s e  c o l l e g e s .  T h e re
.w W  • 'XT'

a r e  i n d i v i d u a l  a r e a s  in  e a c h  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e s  w ith  w eak n esses  

b u t  c o n s id e r in g  a l l  f o u r  a r e a s  o f  th e  m u sic  c u r r ic u lu m —m usic  

t h e o r y ,  m usic  h i s t o r y  an d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  and  

a p p l i e d  m u s ic — th e  c o l l e g e s  a r e  o f f e r i n g  a d e q u a te  t r a i n i n g  

f o r  t h e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r s .

The b a s i c  m u sic  th e o r y  c o u r s e s  a r e  b e in g  th o ro u g h ly  

c o v e re d . W eakness i n  m u sic  th e o r y  s tu d e n t s  a r e  o f te n  a  r e ­

s u l t  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  in  m u sic  w h ile  a t t e n d i n g  ju n io r  

and s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l .  A w eakness i n  t h e  ad v an ced  th e o r y  

t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s  i s  th e  f a i l u r e  t o  o f f e r  and 

r e q u i r e  a l l  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo rs  t o  t a k e  c o u n te r p o in t ,  

form s and a n a l y s i s ,  and c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g .

M usic l i t e r a t u r e  c o u rse s  sh o u ld  b e  o f f e r e d  a t  a l l  

s t a t e  c o l le g e s  and  s h o u ld  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  c u r r ic u lu m  r e q u i r e m e n t . M usic h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s  a r e  b e in g
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co v e re d  a d e q u a te ly  a t  each  o f  th e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s . More empha­

s i s  s h o u ld  b e  p la c e d  on m usic  and  s t y l e s  o f  th e  R e n a is sa n c e  

and C on tem porary  p e r i o d s . S ty le s  o f  p e rfo rm an ce  and c h o r a l  

l i t e r a t u r e  s h o u ld  b e  c o v e re d  m ore th o ro u g h ly .

S tu d e n ts  a r e  r e c e iv in g  a d e q u a te  t r a i n i n g , i n  m u sic  

e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s  a t  th e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s . More tim e  s h o u ld  be  

d e v o te d  t o  t h e  m ethods and  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  ju n io r  h ig h  

s c h o o l s t u d e n t s . V o ca l m usic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  t e a c h e r  o b ­

s e r v a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  u n d e r t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  th e  m u sic  d e p a r t ­

m en t, and  m ore t im e  s h o u ld  be d e v o te d  t o  s tu d e n t  te a c h in g  and 

o b s e r v a t io n .

The s tu d e n t  in  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  w ould r e c e iv e  

g r e a t e r '  b e n e f i t s  from  more c o u r s e s  in  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  

m ethods c l a s s e s  and  few er c l a s s e s  in  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s .

The t r a i n i n g  in  a p p l ie d  m u sic  i s  one o f  th e  s t r o n g e s t  

a r e a s  o f  s tu d y  f o r  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo r . Some o f  

th e  s t u d e n t s ' m ost v a lu a b le  t r a i n i n g  a s  a  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  v o c a l  

m usic  e d u c a to r  i s  b e in g  t a u g h t  d u r in g  a p p l ie d  v o ic e  and  p ia n o  

l e s s o n s . S tu d e n ts  who hav e  s tu d i e d  p r i v a t e  p ia n o  p r i o r  to  

a t t e n d in g  c o l l e g e  p r o g re s s  m ore r a p i d ly  i n  m usic  c o u rs e s  in  

c o l le g e  th a n  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  who e n t e r  c o l le g e  w ith  l i t t l e  o r  

no p ia n o  a b i l i t y .  The a b i l i t y  t o  p la y  t h e  p ia n o  w e l l  i s  v e ry  

e s s e n t i a l  t o  th e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t .  A l l  v o c a l  

m usic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  s h o u ld  h a v e  co m p le te  u n d e r s ta n d in g  

o f  th e  v o ic e  b e f o r e  t r y i n g  t o  t e a c h  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n .

More tim e  s h o u ld  b e  d e v o te d  t o  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s u i t a b l e



87

v o c a l  s o lo  m a t e r i a l  f o r  th e  ju n io r  an d  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  s t u ­

d e n t  o



CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was t o  l o c a t e  th e  w eak­

n e s s e s  and  th e  s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  p rogram s o f  th e  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  f o u r -  

y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  in  O klahom a.

The m a t e r i a l  c o n ta in e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  an d  th e  s u g g e s ­

t i o n s  and  reco m m en d atio n s  c o n ta in e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  b a se d  

on r e s p o n s e s  o b ta in e d  from  th e  p e r s o n a l  in te r v ie w s  and  th e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  The w r i t e r ,  t o  th e  b e s t  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y ,  h as  

a c te d  o n ly  a s  an  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  th e  f i n d i n g s .  S in c e r e  a p p re ­

c i a t i o n  i s  e x p r e s s e d  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  in te rv ie w e d  and th o s e  

c o m p le tin g  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  s tu d y  

and  f o r  t h e i r  v e r y  h o n e s t  and  f r a n k  e v a lu a t io n s  o f  th e  v o c a l  

m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  program s a t  th e  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  c o l ­

le g e s  o f  O klahom a.

The d a ta  c o n ta in e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  came from  th e  f o l lo w ­

in g  s o u r c e s :  (1) p e r s o n a l  in te r v ie w s  w ith  t h e  C hairm en o f

th e  M usic D e p a rtm en ts  o r  th e  p e rs o n  i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  v o c a l  

m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram  a t  th e  n in e  s t a t e -  

s u p p o r te d  f o u r - y e a r  c o l le g e s  i n  O klahom a; (2) p e r s o n a l  i n t e r ­

v iew s w ith  a  s e l e c t  g ro u p  o f  t h e  g r a d u a te s  from  th e  n in e
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c o o p e r a t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s , who a r e  now te a c h in g  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  

s c h o o ls  o f  Oklahom a ; (3) e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  

c o m p le ted  and  r e tu r n e d  by  th e  g r a d u a te s  o f  th e  n in e  c o o p e r a t ­

in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s , from  th e  y e a r s  1962-1967 , w i th  an  e v a lu a t io n  

o f  th e  v o c a l  m u s ic  e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  th e y  r e c e iv e d  in  u n d e r ­

g r a d u a te  s t u d y , (4) r e a d in g  o f  b o o k s , p e r i o d i c a l s , and r e ­

s e a r c h  s tu d i e s  on v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  te a c h e r  t r a i n i n g ,

(5) e x a m in a tio n  o f  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  c u r r ic u lu m s  from  

f i f t y  c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  and

(6) a  s tu d y  o f  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  f i f t y  

s t a t e s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

The f in d in g s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  a r e :

(1) Many fre sh m en  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e  t o  s tu d y  v o c a l  

m u sic  e d u c a t io n  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  v e ry  l i t t l e  t r a i n i n g  in  m usic  

th e o r y  p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e .

(2) F o u r y e a r s  i s  n o t  a s u f f i c i e n t  am ount o f  t im e  f o r

th e  v o c a l  m u s ic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo r  t o  co m p le te  a l l  o f  th e  r e ­

q u ire m e n ts  n e c e s s a r y  in  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t io n ,  g e n e r a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n ,  and s p e c i a l i z e d  e d u c a t io n  i n  m u s ic .

(3) The c o l l e g e s  a r e  n o t  o f f e r i n g  enough c o u rs e s  in  

ad v an ced  m u sic  th e o r y  beyond  th e  b a s ic  m usic  th e o r y  c o u rs e s  

o f f e r e d  th e  f i r s t  tw o y e a r s  o f  c o l l e g e .

(4) S e p a r a te  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  a r e  n o t  b e in g

o f f e r e d  by th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  c o l l e g e s .

(5) S tu d e n t  t e a c h e r  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  m a jo rs  i s  n o t  b e in g  s u p e rv is e d  by i n s t r u c t o r s  from  th e



90

m u sic  d e p a r tm e n t .  S tu d e n t t e a c h e r  o b s e r v a t io n  i s  in a d e ­

q u a te  .

(6) S tu d e n ts  a r e  n o t  r e c e iv in g  s u f f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  

in  m ethods and  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  j u n i o r  h ig h  

s c h o o l  s tu d e n t s .

(7) Too much tim e  i s  b e in g  d e v o te d  to  g e n e r a l  e d u ­

c a t io n  c o u rs e s  and  n o t  enough  to  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m ethods 

c o u r s e s .

(8) The g ra d u a te s  w ould  l i k e  a  m ore r e a l i s t i c  a p ­

p ro a c h  t o  m ethods c o u rs e s  in  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  and a l e s s

" i d e a l  s i t u a t i o n "  a p p ro a c h .

(9) Some o f  th e  b e s t  t r a i n i n g  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u ­

c a t i o n  s tu d e n t s  a r e  r e c e iv in g  i s  i n  a p p l ie d  v o ic e  an d  p ia n o .

(10) More t im e  s h o u ld  be  d e v o te d  to  s i g h t  r e a d in g ,  

accom pany ing , and  im p ro v is a t io n  d u r in g  t h e  a p p l ie d  p ia n o  

c o u r s e s .

(11) T h e re  i s  n o t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  am ount o f  t r a i n i n g  

d e v o te d  t o  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  v o c a l  s o lo  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  

j u n i o r  and  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  s tu d e n t .

(12) M usic h i s t o r y  c l a s s e s  a r e  b e in g  co v e re d  a d e ­

q u a t e ly  f o r  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo r .

(13) B a s ic  m u sic  th e o r y  c o u r s e s  a r e  b e in g  th o ro u g h ly  

c o v e re d  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  tw o y e a r s  o f t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a ­

t i o n  s t u d e n t 's  c u r r ic u lu m .

The fo l lo w in g  c o n c lu s io n s  a r e  p r e s e n te d  a s  a  r e s u l t  

o f  t h i s  s tu d y :
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(1) The v o c a l m u sic  e d u c a tio n  g r a d u a te s  o f  th e  s t a t e  

c o l le g e s  o f  Oklahoma a r e  r e c e iv in g  a d e q u a te  t r a i n i n g  t o  do 

co m peten t te a c h in g  in  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  o f  O klahom a.

(2) M ost o f  th e  m u sic  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  th e  v o c a l  

m usic  e d u c a tio n  s tu d e n t s  a r e  r e c e iv in g  in  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  

e d u c a tio n  c u r r ic u lu m  i s  b e in g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  c o v e re d .

(3) A l l  o f  th e  m usic  c o u rs e s  now b e in g  o f f e r e d  by 

th e  s t a t e  c o l le g e s  a s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  

c u r r ic u lu m  a r e  v a lu a b le  to  th e  t r a i n i n g  program  o f  th e  f u tu r e  

v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a to r .

(4) V ocal m u sic  s tu d e n t  te a c h in g  i s  n o t  b e in g  s a t i s ­

f a c t o r i l y  o b se rv e d  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  t h e  e d u c a t io n  

d e p a r tm e n ts  a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s .

(5) The w e a k e s t a r e a s  o f  t r a i n i n g  in  th e  v o c a l  m usic  

e d u c a t io n  c u r r ic u lu m  a r e :  t h e  la c k  o f  a  fu n d a m e n ta ls  c o u rse

in  m u sic  th e o r y  f o r  e n t e r in g  freshm an  v o c a l  m u sic  s tu d e n ts  

who h av e  h ad  v e ry  l i t t l e  t r a i n i n g  i n  m u sic  th e o r y  p r i o r  t o  

e n t e r in g  c o l l e g e ;  n o t  enough o f f e r i n g s  in  ad v an ced  m u sic  

th e o r y  c o u r s e s ;  no s e p a r a te  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s ;  th e  

la c k  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  m ethods and m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t e a c h in g  th e  

j u n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  s tu d e n t ;  n o t  enough t im e  d e v o te d  t o  s ig h t  

r e a d in g ,  acco m p an y in g , and im p ro v is io n  in  a p p l ie d  p ia n o  ; and 

n o t  enough em p h asis  p la c e d  on th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  v o c a l  s o lo  

m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  j u n i o r  and  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t .

(6) The s t r o n g e s t  a r e a s  in  th e  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  

t r a i n i n g  program  a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o l le g e s  o f  Oklahoma a r e :  th e
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b a s i c  m usic  th e o r y  c o u r s e s  b e in g  t a u g h t  th e  f i r s t  tw o y e a r s  

o f  th e  s t u d e n t s '  c o l le g e  w ork ; t h e  m u sic  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s ;  

v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n  m ethods c o u r s e s  f o r  th e  s e n io r  h ig h  

s c h o o l  s tu d e n t  ; and  th e  t r a i n i n g  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  s t u d e n t 's  

p e r fo rm in g  a b i l i t y  i n  a p p l i e d  v o ic e  and  p ia n o .

Recom m endations

(1) F reshm en s tu d e n t s  e n t e r i n g  c o l le g e  a s  a  v o c a l  

m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo r  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  an  e n t r a n c e  e x a m in a tio n  

i n  m u sic  th e o r y  upon e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e .  The s tu d e n t s  who h av e  

n o t  r e c e iv e d  a d e q u a te  t r a i n i n g  i n  m u sic  th e o r y  p r i o r  t o  

e n t e r i n g  c o l le g e  sh o u ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  co m p le te  a  c o u r s e  in  

e le m e n ta ry  m u sic  th e o r y  b e f o r e  b e in g  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n r o l l  in  

fre sh m an  t h e o r y , o r  r e q u i r e d  to  t a k e  s u c h  a  c o u r s e  s im u l ta n e ­

o u s ly  w ith  t h e  freshm an  m u sic  th e o r y  c o u r s e .

(2) T h e re  s h o u ld  be m ore s e p a r a te  c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  in  

a d v an ced  m u sic  t h e o r y .  S tu d e n ts  s h o u ld  h ave  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  

t o  t a k e  s e p a r a t e  c o u rs e s  in  c o u n t e r p o i n t , form s and  a n a l y s i s ,  

c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g ,  and c o m p o s i t io n . A t l e a s t  one s e m e s te r  

e a c h  o f  c o u n te r p o in t ,  form s and a n a l y s i s ,  and  c h o r a l  a r r a n g ­

in g  sh o u ld  be  a p a r t  o f  th e  r e q u i r e d  c u r r ic u lu m  in  s p e c i a l i z e d  

e d u c a t io n  f o r  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo r .

(3) S e p a r a te  c o u r s e s  s h o u ld  b e  o f f e r e d  in  m u sic  

l i t e r a t u r e . The v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo r s h o u ld  c o m p le te  

tw o s e m e s te r s  o f  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  tw o s e m e s te r s  

o f  m u sic  h i s t o r y .
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(4) O b s e rv a t io n  o f  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  

te a c h in g  s h o u ld  be u n d e r  t h e . s u p e r v i s io n  o f  an i n s t r u c t o r  

from  th e  m u sic  d e p a r tm e n t .

(5) S e p a r a te  c o u rse s  in  e le m e n ta ry ,  j u n i o r  h ig h  

s c h o o l ,  and  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  v o c a l  m u s ic  m ethods sh o u ld  b e  

o f f e r e d .  I t  w ould  be more p r a c t i c a l  t o  lo w e r  th e  num ber o f  

h o u rs  r e q u i r e d  in  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  t o  g iv e  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  

e d u c a t io n  m a jo r  more t im e  to  t a k e  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  c o u rs e s  

t h a t  w ould b e  o f  much more b e n e f i t  t o  h im  in  h i s  s p e c i a l i z e d  

te a c h in g  a r e a .

(6) A p p lie d  p ia n o  t e a c h e r s  s h o u ld  c o n c e n t r a te  m ore 

on p r e p a r in g  t h e  v o c a l  m usic e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  to  s i g h t  r e a d ,  

im p r o v is e , and p la y  c h o r a l  a c c o m p a n im e n ts .

(7) V o c a l pedagogy sh o u ld  be s t r e s s e d  m o re . I t  

s h o u ld  b e  o f f e r e d  as  a  s e p a r a te  c o u r s e ;  h o w ev er, i f  t h i s  i s  

n o t  f e a s i b l e ,  p ed agogy  sh o u ld  b e  ta u g h t  i n  t h e  a p p l ie d  v o ic e  

l e s s o n s .
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THE COOPERATING COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

C e n t r a l  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
Edmond, Oklahoma

E a s t  C e n t r a l  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
A da, Oklahoma

L a n g sto n  U n iv e r s i ty  
L a n g s to n , Oklahoma

N o r th e a s te r n  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
T a h le q u a h , Oklahoma

N o rth w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
A lv a , Oklahoma

Oklahoma C o lle g e  o f  L ib e r a l  A r ts  
C h ic k a s h a , Oklahoma

P an h an d le  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
Goodwe11, Oklahoma

S o u th e a s te r n  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
D u ra n t ,  Oklahoma

S o u th w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
W e a th e r fo rd , Oklahoma
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF CONFEREES

D r . C la re n c e  G a rd e r

M r. R. W. Kaetonick

D r. C h e lse a  T ip to n ,

C e n t r a l  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
Edmond, Oklahoma

E a s t  C e n t r a l  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
A da, Oklahoma

. L a n g sto n  U n iv e r s i ty  
L a n g s to n , Oklahoma

D r . T heodore N ix .

M r. O scar C. S to v e r  .

M iss L o u ise  W a ld o rf  .

M r. M ilto n  B ra d le y .

M r. George S m ith .

M iss Mary E . G r i f f i n ,

N o r th e a s te r n  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
T a h le q u a h , Oklahoma

N o r th w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
A lv a , Oklahoma

Oklahoma C o lle g e  o f  L i b e r a l  A r ts  
C h ic k a sh a , Oklahoma

P an h an d le  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
Goodwe11, Oklahoma

S o u th e a s te r n  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
D u r a n t , Oklahoma

S o u th w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o lle g e  
W e a th e r fo rd , Oklahoma
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LETTER REQUESTING THE NASM CATALOGUE

24 N o rth  4 0 th  S t r e e t  
Law ton, Oklahoma 73501 
S ep tem b er 27, 1967

W arren A. S c h a r f ,  E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  
N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  S c h o o ls  o f  M usic 
1501 New H am pshire A v e . ,  N» W.
W ash in g to n , D. C„ 20036

D ear Mr. S c h a r f :

I  am w r i t i n g  a  d i s s e r t a t i o n  f o r  th e  D o c to r  o f  M usic E d u c a tio n  
d e g re e  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  O klahom a. P le a s e  sen d  me a copy 
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  NASM By-Laws an d  R e g u la t io n s .  Some m a t e r i a l  
from  t h i s  b u l l e t i n  i s  n e e d e d  f o r  me t o  c o n tin u e  w ith  t h i s  
e d u c a t io n a l  e n d e a v o r .

I  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  a t  y o u r e a r l i e s t  
c o n v e n ie n c e .

S in c e r e ly ,

Gene B rooks
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FORM LETTER REQUESTING CATALOGUES FROM 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

24 N o rth  4 0 th  S t r e e t  
L aw ton, Oklahoma 73501 
O c to b e r  11 , 1967

D ear S i r :

I  am w r i t i n g  a d i s s e r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  D o c to r  o f  M usic  E d u c a tio n  
d e g re e  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  O klahom a. I  am r e q u e s t in g  m a te ­
r i a l  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  c u r r ic u lu m .  Would 
you p le a s e  s e n d  me a copy o f  th e  g e n e r a l  c a ta lo g u e  o f  y o u r  
i n s t i t u t i o n  an d  any  s p e c i a l i z e d  in fo r m a t io n  i s s u e d  by  y o u r  
D ep a rtm en t o f  M u sic .

I  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  r e c e iv in g  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  
c o n v e n ie n c e .

S in c e r e ly ,

Gene B rooks
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LETTER REQUESTING OKLAHOMA VOCAL MUSIC TEACHER 

CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

24 N o rth  4 0 th  S t r e e t  
L aw ton, Oklahoma 73501 
November 7, 1967

S t a t e  B oard o f  E d u c a tio n  
S t a t e  C a p i to l  B u ild in g  
Oklahoma C i t y ,  Oklahoma

D ear S i r :

I  am w r i t i n g  a d i s s e r t a t i o n  f o r  th e  D o c to r  o f  M usic E d u c a tio n  
d e g re e  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O klahom a. P le a s e  sen d  me a  copy 
o f  th e  s t a t e  r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a ­
t i o n  i n  O klahom a. Some o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i s  n eed ed  f o r  me to  
c o n t in u e  w i th  t h i s  e d u c a t io n a l  e n d e a v o r .

An e a r l y  r e p ly  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be a p p r e c i a t e d .

S in c e r e ly ,

Gene Brooks
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FORM LETTER REQUESTING VOCAL MUSIC TEACHER CERTIFICATION 

REQUIREMENTS FROM ALL STATES

24 N o rth  4 0 th  S t r e e t  
Law ton, Oklahoma 73501 
November 7 , 1967

S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a tio n  
S t a t e  C a p i to l  B u ild in g

D ear S i r :

I  am w r i t i n g  a d i s s e r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  D o c to r  o f  M usic E d u ca­
t i o n  d e g re e  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O klahom a. P le a s e  se n d  me 
a  copy o f  th e  s t a t e  r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  v o c a l  m usic  t e a c h e r  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  in  y o u r  s t a t e .  T h is  m a t e r i a l  i s  n eed ed  f o r  
me to  c o n tin u e  w i th  t h i s  e d u c a t io n a l  e n d e a v o r .

An e a r l y  r e p ly  w i l l  be a p p r e c ia t e d .

S in c e r e ly ,

Gene B rooks
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FORM LETTER FOR CONFERENCES WITH MUSIC EDUCATORS

M usic D ep artm en t 
Cameron S t a t e  C o lle g e  
Law ton, Oklahoma 73501 
J a n u a ry  30 , 1968

I  am c u r r e n t l y  w r i t i n g  a d i s s e r t a t i o n  in  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  a t  
t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O klahom a. Some o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  n eed ed  f o r  
t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  c o n c e rn s  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  
t r a i n i n g  p rog ram  in  th e  s t a t e  s u p p o r te d  f o u r - y e a r  c o l le g e s  
o f  O klahom a. I  w ould l i k e  a  b r i e f  c o n fe re n c e  w ith  you r e ­
g a rd in g  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  program  
a t  y o u r  C o l le g e .  In  t h e  c o n fe re n c e ,  I  w ould l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  f o l lo w in g  in f o r m a t io n :

1 . The r e q u i r e d  m u sic  c u r r ic u lu m  f o r  
v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  m a jo rs  a t  y o u r  c o l l e g e .

2 . In  y o u r  o p in io n  w hat i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  
s t r e n g t h  in  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  te a c h e r  
t r a i n i n g  p rog ram  a t  y o u r i n s t i t u t i o n ?

3 . W hat, i f  a n y , i s  th e  w eakness in  th e
v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  program
a t  y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n ?

4 . What c o u r s e s ,  i f  any , n o t  now r e q u i r e d
by  y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a tio n  
d e g r e e ,  w ould y o u  l i k e  t o  h av e  a s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  
d e g re e  r e q u ire m e n ts ?

5 . What c o u r s e s ,  i f  any , now r e q u i r e d  by
y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a  v o c a l  m usic  e d u c a t io n
d e g r e e ,  w ould you l i k e  t o  have  e l im in a te d  a s  a
p a r t  o f  th e  d e g re e  re q u ire m e n ts ?

I  w i l l  v i s i t  t h e  n in e  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  c o l l e g e s  o f Oklahoma
a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I d e n t i c a l  in fo rm a tio n  w i l l  be
o b ta in e d  from  ea c h  i n s t i t u t i o n  and  i t s  g r a d u a te s .  The i n ­
fo rm a tio n  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  o n ly  a s  i t  r e ­
l a t e s  t o  th e  e n t i r e  p r o j e c t .  No s in g l e  r e f e r e n c e  w i l l  b e  
made o f  any  in d i v i d u a l  o r  any  i n s t i t u t i o n .
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Y our h e lp  w ith  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  and 
w i l l  a s s u r e  i t s  s u c c e s s .

W ould i t  be  p o s s ib l e  t o  m eet w ith  you  on th e  a f te r n o o n  o f
_____________________ , 1968? P le a s e  u s e  t h e  e n c lo s e d  c a r d  t o
f i l l  i n  a  c o n v e n ie n t  h o u r  and  r e t u r n  t o  me in  t h e  s e l f -  
a d d re s s e d  e n v e lo p e . The c o n fe re n c e  can  be  c o m p le te d  in  a t  
l e a s t  one h o u r .

S i n c e r e ly ,

Gene B ro o k s , C hairm an 
D ep a rtm en t o f  M usic 
Cameron S t a t e  C o lle g e  
Law ton, O klahom a 73501
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FORM INSERT FOR INITIAL LETTER TO 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN

P le a s e  f i l l  in  a  c o n v e n ie n t  h o u r  f o r  an  a f te rn o o n  c o n fe re n c e , 

______________________________, 1968 a t  ______________ p . m.
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FORM LETTER TO GRADUATES OF COOPERATING COLLEGES

M usic D ep artm en t 
Cameron S t a t e  C o lle g e  
Law ton, Oklahoma 73501 
F e b ru a ry  12 , 1968

I  am c u r r e n t l y  w r i t i n g  a d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  a t  
th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O klahom a. Some o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  n e e d e d  f o r  
t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  c o n c e rn s  v o c a l  m u sic  t e a c h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  in  
th e  f o u r - y e a r  c o l l e g e s  o f  O klahom a. I  h a v e  ch o sen  a  s e l e c t  
g ro u p  o f  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  g r a d u a te s  t o  h e l p  me w i th  t h i s
p r o j e c t .  M r. ____________, a t   , in fo rm e d  me t h a t  you
r e c e iv e d  y o u r  d e g re e  from  ____________ an d  a r e  now te a c h in g
p u b l ic  s c h o o l  m u s ic . I  am s u r e  you h a v e  h ad  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
t o  e v a lu a te  y o u r  own c o l l e g e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  th e  p o s i t i o n  you  
now h av e  a s  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  m usic  t e a c h e r .

Would you  p le a s e  t a k e  a few m in u te s  t o  c o m p le te  t h e  e n c lo s e d  
in fo r m a t io n  s h e e t  f o r  me. The in fo rm a tio n  you  g iv e  me w i l l  
be g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  and w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  h e l p  make t h i s  e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t  a  s u c c e s s . I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  y o u  to  
s ig n  y o u r  name o r  g iv e  th e  name o f  th e  c o l l e g e  g r a n t in g  y o u r  
d e g r e e .

P le a s e  r e t u r n  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  s h e e t  i n  t h e  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d ,  
s tam ped  e n v e lo p e ,  w i th  a  w eek i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e .

Thank you  so  much f o r  th e  in fo r m a t io n  s e n t  t o  me.

S in c e r e ly ,

Gene B ro o k s, C hairm an  
D ep artm en t o f  M usic 
Cameron S t a t e  C o lle g e  
L aw ton , Oklahoma 73501
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REQUEST FOR RESULTS OF DISSERTATION

I c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  tim e  t o  h e lp  make t h i s  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  p r o j e c t  a  s u c c e s s .  I  w i l l  b e  happy  t o  se n d  you a  copy 
o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  I f  y ou  d e s i r e  a  copy , 
p le a s e  co m p le te  th e  form  below  and  I  w i l l  sen d  you a copy a s  
soon a s  th e  p r o j e c t  i s  c o m p le te d .

Name

S t r e e t

C i ty  S t a t e  Z ip  Code
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QUESTIONNAIRE MAILED TO THE GRADUATES OF 

THE COOPERATING INSTITUTIONS

P le a s e  c i r c l e  th e  an sw er t h a t  g iv e s  th e  num ber o f  s e m e s te r s  
o f  w ork you co m p le ted  i n  a  s u b je c t  d u r in g  y o u r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  
t r a i n i n g  o r  c i r c l e  t h e  answ er t h a t  b e s t  e v a lu a t e s  y o u r 
t r a i n i n g  in  a s u b je c t  d u r in g  y o u r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  w ork .

Exam ple :

How many s e m e s te r s  o f  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g  d id  you 
co m p le te  d u r in g  y o u r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2

Exam ple :

T ra in in g  in  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g ,  
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y  
d .  Poor e .  In a d e q u a te

M usic T heory

1. How many s e m e s te r s  o f  b a s i c  m usic th e o r y  (harm ony, 
s i g h t  s in g in g ,  e a r  t r a i n i n g )  d id  you co m p le te  d u r in g  
y o u r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2  3 4

2. T r a in in g  in  k e y b o a rd  harm ony.
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e . In a d e q u a te

3. T r a in in g  in  v o c a l  s i g h t  s in g in g .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

4 . T r a in in g  in  e a r  t r a i n i n g .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

5. How many s e m e s te rs  o f  c o u n te r p o in t  d id  you  co m p le te  
d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a in i n g ?
0 1 2
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6 . T r a in in g  in  c o u n te r p o in t .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  Poor e . In a d e q u a te

7 .  How many s e m e s te r s  o f  form s and a n a ly s is  d i d  you co m p le te  
d u r in g  y o u r u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2

8o T r a in in g  in  form s and a n a l y s i s .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  Poor e .  In a d e q u a te

9 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g  d id  you co m p le te  
d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a in i n g ?
0 1 2

10„ T r a in in g  in  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

11 . T r a in in g  d e v o te d  to  o r i g i n a l  m u sic  w r i t i n g  d u r in g  th e  
b a s ic  m u sic  th e o r y  c o u r s e s .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

1 2 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  c o m p o s it io n  d id  you co m p le te  
d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2

1 3 . T r a in in g  in  c o m p o s itio n  ( e i t h e r  a s  a  s e p a r a te  c o u rse  o r  
as a  p a r t  o f  o th e r  th e o r y  c o u r s e s ) .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

In  th e  sp a c e  p ro v id e d  be lo w , p le a s e  comment on  th e  s t r e n g t h  
o r  w eakness o r  b o th  o f  y o u r  t r a i n i n g  in  m usic th e o r y  d u r in g  
y o u r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g .  I f  yo u  w is h , p le a s e  comment on 
one o r  a l l  o f  th e  q u e s t io n s  i n  m u sic  th e o r y .  I f  a d d i t i o n a l  
sp a c e  i s  n e e d e d , u s e  th e  b ack  o f  t h i s  s h e e t  o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  
s h e e t  o f  p a p e r .
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M usic H is to r y  and  L i t e r a t u r e

1 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  d id  you  c o m p le te  
d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2

2 . T r a in in g  i n  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s .
a„ E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y  
d „ P o o r e . I n a d e q u a te

3. How many s e m e s te r s  o f  m u sic  h i s t o r y  d id  you  c o m p le te  
d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2

4 . T r a in in g  in  m u sic  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s .
a . E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P o o r e .  I n a d e q u a te

5. T r a in in g  i n  th e  s t y l e s  o f  v o c a l  m usic  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  th e  
R e n a is sa n c e  p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P o o r e . I n a d e q u a te

6 . T r a in in g  in  th e  s t y l e s  o f  v o c a l  m usic  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  t h e  
B aroque p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P o o r e . I n a d e q u a te

7 . T r a in in g  i n  t h e  s t y l e s  o f  v o c a l  m usic  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  th e  
C l a s s i c a l  p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P o o r e , I n a d e q u a te

8 . T r a in in g  i n  th e  s t y l e s  o f  v o c a l  m usic  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  th e  
R om antic  p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P o o r e . I n a d e q u a te

9 . T r a in in g  i n  th e  s t y l e s  o f  v o c a l  m usic  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  t h e  
C o n tem p o rary  p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P o o r e . I n a d e q u a te

10. B ackground  i n  th e  v o c a l  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  
R e n a is sa n c e  p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  I n a d e q u a te
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11 . B ackground  in  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  
B aroque p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

12 . B ackground  in  th e  v o c a l  m usic  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e
C l a s s i c a l  p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e . In a d e q u a te

13 . B ackground i n  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e
R om antic p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

1 4 . B ackground  in  th e  v o c a l  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  
C on tem porary  p e r io d .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

15 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  c h o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  d id  you  co m p le te  
d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2

1 6 . T r a in in g  in  c h o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  ( c u r r e n t  h ig h  s c h o o l  
c h o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e ) .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

In  t h e  sp a c e  p ro v id e d  b e lo w , p le a s e  comment on th e  s t r e n g t h  o r  
w eak n ess  o r  b o th  o f  y o u r  t r a i n i n g  in  m u sic  h i s t o r y  and 
l i t e r a t u r e  d u r in g  y o u r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g .  I f  you w ish , 
p l e a s e  comment on one o r  a l l  o f  t h e  ab ove  q u e s t io n s  in  m usic  
h i s t o r y  and l i t e r a t u r e .  I f  a d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e  i s  n e ed ed , u se  
t h e  b a c k  o f  t h i s  s h e e t  o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r .
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M usic E d u c a tio n

1 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  e le m e n ta ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m ethods d id  
you co m p le te  d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2

2o T r a in in g  in  e le m e n ta ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m e th o d s , 
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y  
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

3 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  s e c o n d a ry  v o c a l  m u s ic  m ethods d id  
you co m p le te  d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2

4 . T r a in in g  in  s e c o n d a ry  v o c a l  m usic  m e th o d s, 
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P o o r e .  In a d e q u a te

5 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  p r e p a r a t io n  t o  t e a c h  th e  g e n e r a l
m usic  c l a s s  in  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  d id  y o u  co m p le te  i n
u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?  (T h is  c o u ld  be  a  s e p a r a t e  c l a s s  
o r  p a r t  o f  y o u r  se c o n d a ry  v o c a l  m u sic  m e th o d s . I f  a  
s e p a r a t e  c l a s s ,  p le a s e  i n d i c a t e ) .
0 1 2

6 . P r e p a r a t io n  t o  t e a c h  th e  g e n e r a l  m u sic  c l a s s ,  
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

7 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  c o n d u c tin g  d id  yo u  h av e  in  u n d e r ­
g ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2

8 . Was t h i s  c l a s s  t a u g h t  by  an in s t r u m e n ta l  o r  v o c a l  
d i r e c t o r ?
a .  I n s t r u m e n ta l  b .  V ocal

9 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  c h o r a l  c o n d u c tin g  d id  you  co m p le te?
0 1 2

10 . T r a in in g  in  c h o r a l  c o n d u c tin g .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

11 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  p r a c t i c e  t e a c h in g  d id  you  co m p le te?  
0 1 2

1 2 . P r é p a r a t io n  i n  p r a c t i c e  t e a c h in g .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te
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1 3 o Was y o u r p r a c t i c e  t e a c h in g  s u p e rv is e d  by an  i n s t r u c t o r  
from  t h e  m usic  d e p a r tm e n t o r  from  th e  e d u c a t io n  d e p a r t ­
m ent?
a .  M usic b .  E d u c a tio n

1 4 . P r e p a r a t io n  to  o r g a n iz e  and  t r a i n  c h o r a l  g ro u p s ,  
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

1 5 . S u p e rv is io n  o f  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y  
d .  P oor e .  I n a d e q u a te

I n  th e  s p a c e  p ro v id e d  b e lo w , p le a s e  comment on th e  s t r e n g t h  
o r  w eakness o r  b o th  o f  y o u r  t r a i n i n g  in  m usic  e d u c a t io n  
d u r in g  y o u r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g .  I f  you  w is h , p l e a s e  com­
m ent on one o r  a l l  o f  th e  above  q u e s t io n s  in  m u sic  e d u c a t io n .  
I f  a d d i t i o n a l  sp a c e  i s  n e e d e d , u se  th e  b a c k  o f  t h i s  s h e e t  o r  
a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r .
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A p p lie d  M usic

1 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  a p p l ie d  p ia n o  d i d  you  co m p le te  
d u r in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2 3  4 5 6 7  8

2 . T r a in in g  in  a p p l i e d  p ia n o .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c„ S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e . In a d e q u a te

3 . T r a in in g  in  p ia n o  s i g h t  r e a d in g .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

4 . A b i l i ty ,  t o  im p ro v is e  a t  t h e  p ia n o .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

5 . A b i l i t y  t o  p l a y  c h o r a l  accom pan im en ts (m usic  f o r  j u n io r
and s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r o u p s ) .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

6 . A b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  a  s i n g l e  l i n e  m e lo d y , su c h  a s  songs f o r
e le m e n ta ry  m u s ic  s tu d e n t s ,  and  s e t  i t  t o  harm ony a t  th e
k e y b o a rd .
a .  E x c e l l e n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

7 . How many s e m e s te r s  o f  a p p l ie d  v o ic e  d id  you co m p le te  in  
u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g ?
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  8

8 . T r a in in g  in  a p p l i e d  v o ic e .
a .  E x c e l le n t  g .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te

9 . D id you c o m p le te  a c o u rs e  in  v o ic e  pedagogy?
Yes No

1 0 . T r a in in g  in  v o ic e  pedagogy ( e i t h e r  a s  a  s e p a r a te  c o u rs e  
o r  i n  a p p l i e d  v o ic e  l e s s o n s ) .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P o o r e .  In a d e q u a te

11 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  t h e  b r e a th in g  p r o c e s s  f o r  s in g in g ,  
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d .  P oor e .  In a d e q u a te
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1 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  p r o n u n c ia t io n  o f  vow els  and c o n s o n a n ts ,  
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P o o r e . I n a d e q u a te

13 . B ackground in  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  v o ic e  s o lo  m usic  f o r  th e  
j u n i o r  and s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  s tu d e n t .
a .  E x c e l le n t  b .  Good c .  S a t i s f a c t o r y
d . P o o r e . In a d e q u a te

In  th e  sp a c e  p ro v id e d  b e lo w  comment on th e  s t r e n g t h  o r  w eakness 
o r  b o th  o f  y o u r t r a i n i n g  in  a p p l ie d  m u sic  d u r in g  y o u r  u n d e r ­
g r a d u a te  t r a i n i n g .  I f  y ou  w ish , p le a s e  comment on one o r  a l l  
o f  th e  above q u e s t io n s  i n  a p p l i e d  m u s ic . I f  a d d i t i o n a l  sp a c e  
i s  n e ed ed , u se  t h e  b ack  o f  t h i s  s h e e t  o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  s h e e t  
o f  p a p e r .
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1 . How many y e a r s  have you  b een  te a c h in g ?  
1 2 3 4 5 6 more

2 . What g ra d e s  a r e  you now te a c h in g ? ______

3 . A p p ro x im a te ly  w hat i s  t h e  e n ro l lm e n t  o f  th e  s c h o o l  w here 
you a r e  now te a c h in g ? ______________________
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CATALOGUES EXAMINED FOR COMPARISON OF 

VOCAL MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS

A rk an sas  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  

B a y lo r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  T ex as  

B ethany  C o l le g e ,  K ansas 

C e n t r a l  S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  Oklahoma 

E a s t  C e n t r a l  S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  Oklahoma 

E a s t  T exas S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  

H ardin-S im m ons U n iv e r s i t y ,  T exas 

K ansas S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  

K ansas W esleyan  U n iv e r s i ty  

K earney  S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  N eb rask a  

L a n g sto n  U n iv e r s i t y ,  Oklahoma 

N evada S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  

New M exico H ig h la n d s  U n iv e r s i ty  

New M exico S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  

N o rth  D ak o ta  ^ a t e  U n iv e r s i t y  

N o r th e a s te r n  S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  Oklahom a 

N o rth  T ex as  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  

N o r th e rn  A r iz o n a  U n iv e r s i ty  

N o r th w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  Oklahom a 

Oklahoma C o lle g e  o f  L ib e r a l  A r ts  

Oklahoma S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  

P an h an d le  S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  Oklahoma

1968-1969

1967-1968

1968-1969 

1968

1966-1968

1967-1968

1967-1968

1967

1968-1969 

1967-1968

1968

1967-1968

1967-1969

1968-1969 

1967-1969 

1968 

1966

1967-1969

1966-1968

1967-1968 

1967-1968  

1966-1968
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P h i l l i p s  U n iv e r s i t y ,  Oklahoma 1968-1969

S o u th e rn  C o lo rad o  S t a t e  C o lle g e 1968-1969

S o u th e a s te r n  S t a t e  C o l l e g e , Oklahoma 1968

S o u th w e s te rn  U n i v e r s i t y ,  T ex as 1967

S o u th w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o l l e g e , Oklahoma 1967-1969

T exas C h r i s t i a n  U n iv e r s i t y 1967-1968

Texas T e c h n o lo g ic a l  U n iv e r s i ty 1966

K ansas S t a t e  T e a c h e rs  C o lle g e 1967-1969

The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  K ansas 1967-1968

The U n iv e r s i t y  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i 1968

The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N eb rask a 1968-1969

The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  New M exico 1967-1968

The U n iv e r s i t y  o f  S o u th w e s te rn  L o u is ia n a 1967-1968

The U n iv e r s i t y  o f  T exas 1967-1969

The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T u ls a 1967-1968

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  D enver 1968-1969

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Id a h o 1967-1969

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  K ansas 1967-1968

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  K en tucky 1967-1968

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M is s o u r i 1968-1969

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M ontana 1967-1968

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma 1967

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  R e d la n d s , C a l i f o r n i a 1967-1968

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Wyoming 1968-1969

W eber S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  U tah 1967-1968

W est T exas S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty 1968
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W est V i r g in ia  U n iv e r s i ty  1967-1968

W este rn  M ich ig an  U n iv e r s i ty  1967-1968
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A labam a

A la sk a

A riz o n a

A rk an sas

C a l i f o r n i a

C o lo rad o

C o n n e c tic u t

D elaw are

D i s t r i c t  o f  C olum bia

F lo r id a

G e o rg ia

H aw aii

Id ah o

I l l i n o i s

In d ia n a

Iowa

K ansas

K entucky

L o u is ia n a

M aine

M ary land

M a s s a c h u s e tts

M ich igan

M in n eso ta

M is s i s s ip p i

M is s o u r i

M ontana

N eb rask a

N evada

New H am pshire

New J e r s e y

New M exico

New York

N o rth  C a ro l in a

N o rth  D akota

O hio

Oklahoma

O regon

P e n n s y lv a n ia

Rhode I s l a n d

S o u th  C a r o l in a

S o u th  D akota

T e n n essee

T exas

U tah

Verm ont

V i r g in ia

W ash ing ton

W est V i r g in i a

W isc o n sin

Wyoming
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COMMENTS CONCERNING THE VOCAL MUSIC EDUCATION 

TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM AT THE STATE 

SUPPORTED COLLEGES OF OKLAHOMA 

BY RESPONDING ALUMNI

M usic T heory

Harmony, e a r  t r a i n i n g  and  c o u n te r p o in t  w ere ta u g h t  
v e ry  th o ro u g h ly .  They h av e  p ro v ed  t o  b e  in v a lu a b le  to  me in  
my t e a c h in g ,

I  t h i n k  my m u sic  th e o r y  t r a i n i n g  was s t r o n g ,  p ro b a b ly  
b e c a u s e  o f  my s t r o n g  p ia n o  b ac k g ro u n d , e x c e p t  f o r  need  o f  
m ore e a r  t r a i n i n g .

The t r a i n i n g  w hich I  r e c e iv e d  in  th e o r y  and  b a s ic  
harm ony was v e ry  f i n e .  A c o u rs e  i n  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g  was n o t  
o f f e r e d .  We r e c e iv e d  e x c e l l e n t  k e y b o a rd  and  e a r  t r a i n i n g  i n ­
s t r u c t i o n ;  b u t  I  f e e l  v e ry  u n s u re  in  c o u n te r p o in t .  S ig h t  
s in g in g  sh o u ld  b e  d o n e  e v e ry  d a y .

S ig h t  s in g in g  t r a i n i n g  was good b u t  d id  n o t  p ro v id e  
f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  I  n eed ed  i n  my w ork . I  c o u ld  h av e  u se d  m ore,
i n t e n s e  t r a i n i n g .  I  f e e l  I  d id  n o t  r e c e iv e  enough t r a i n i n g
i n  c o u n te r p o in t  and c o m p o s it io n . I  n eed ed  m ore work th a n  was 
n o rm a lly  r e c e iv e d  in  u n d e rg ra d u a te  w ork.

The m ain  s t r e n g t h  i n  my t r a i n i n g  l i e s  in  forms and 
a n a l y s i s  and k e y b o a rd  harm ony. T hrough te a c h in g ,  I  have 
im proved  s i g h t  s in g in g  and e a r  t r a i n i n g .

E a r t r a i n i n g  sh o u ld  be o f f e r e d  a s  a  s e p a r a te  c o u r s e ,  
n o t  enough tim e  in  b a s i c  th e o r y  c l a s s .

I  t h i n k  my m u sic  th e o r y  t r a i n i n g  was q u i t e  s t r o n g .

B ecause o f t h e  la c k  o f  th e o r y  b ack g ro u n d  in  h ig h  
s c h o o l ,  I  th o u g h t  some o f  t h e  m u sic  th e o r y  t r a i n i n g  was to o  
ad v an ced  t o  b e g in  w i th .

As f a r  a s  b a s i c  th e o r y  i s  c o n c e rn e d , I  f e e l  v e ry  c o n ­
f i d e n t ;  b u t  in  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g  and  e a r  t r a i n i n g ,  I  n e v e r  
f e e l  c o n f id e n t  t h a t  w hat I  h av e  co m p le ted  i s  s u f f i c i e n t .
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We h ad  a l l  o f  o u r  t h e o r y  to g e th e r ,  no s e p a r a t e  c o u rs e s  
i n  s i g h t  s in g in g  o r  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g  w hich in  my o p in io n  w ould 
h a v e  b een  b e t t e r  f o r  u s .

I  b e l i e v e  my t r a i n i n g  i n  m usic  th e o r y  was s u p e r io r  
and  w ish  I  h ad  r e a l i z e d  th e  g r e a tn e s s  f u l l y  th e n  I

M usic th e o r y  a t  ----------  S t a t e  C o lle g e  was v e ry  go o d .
The c l a s s e s  w ere  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a ll  e n a b l in g  th e  i n s t r u c t o r  t o  
g iv e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  s t u d e n t s .

M usic t h e o r y , e s p e c i a l l y  h arm o n y , was my w eakness in  
my fresh m an  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e ,  b u t  l a t e r  I  l e a r n e d  a l l  b a s i c  
fu n d a m e n ta ls .  My m u sic  th e o r y  h a s  r e a l l y  h e lp e d  me i n  t e a c h ­
in g  my g e n e r a l  m u sic  c l a s s e s .

N ot enough p r a c t i c e  t im e  was g iv e n  t o  u s  d u r in g  th e  
c l a s s  p e r io d  f o r  harm ony, s i g h t  s in g in g  and  e a r  t r a i n i n g .  I t  
seem s a s  i f  we s p e n t  v e ry  l i t t l e  t im e  on t h e  im p o r ta n t  t h i n g s .

The d e f i n i t e  w eakness in  my t r a i n i n g  o f  m u sic  th e o r y  
i s  c o u n te r p o in t  and  e a r  t r a i n i n g ;  h o w ev er, I  r e c e iv e d  e x c e l ­
l e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  e a r  t r a i n i n g  th ro u g h  a p p l i e d  m u s ic . I  
am d e f i c i e n t  i n  my ad v an ced  s tu d i e s  in  c o u n te r p o in t  and  
c o m p o s it io n .

Forms and  a n a l y s i s  and  c o m p o s itio n  w ere  n o t  o f f e r e d  
d u r in g  my u n d e rg ra d u a te  w o rk . T h is  t r a i n i n g  was in c lu d e d  in  
c o u n te r p o in t .

A t h i r d  y e a r  o f  m ore ad v an ced  m u sic  th e o r y  and  c o u n te r ­
p o in t  s h o u ld  b e  o f f e r e d .

I  am c o n v in c e d  t h a t  s i g h t  s in g in g  and  e a r  t r a i n i n g  
s h o u ld  b e  s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e s  an d  r e q u i r e d  f o r  e v e ry o n e  in  v o c a l  
m u sic  e d u c a t io n .  C o u n te rp o in t  and  c h o r a l  a r r a n g in g  w ere  n o t  
o f f e r e d .

The w e a k e s t  p a r t  o f  my m u sic  th e o r y  t r a i n i n g  was in  
e a r  t r a i n i n g .

The m u s ic  th e o r y  c l a s s e s  s h o u ld  h a v e  b een  d iv id e d .
Some s tu d e n t s  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y  r e a d in g  n o te s  an d  key  s ig n a t u r e s ,  
th u s  h o ld in g  b a c k  th o s e  who h a d  much m ore t r a i n i n g .

M usic H is to r v  and  L i t e r a t u r e

M usic l i t e r a t u r e  was n o t  o f f e r e d .  V ery  l i t t l e  t im e  
was d e v o te d  t o  v o c a l  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  and  p e r fo rm a n c e . E v e ry ­
th in g  was c o v e re d  i n  two s e m e s te r s  o f  m u sic  h i s t o r y .
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C o n s id e r in g  th e  v a s t  am ount o f  m usic  h i s t o r y  and  
l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  c o v e re d , my t r a i n i n g  was s a t i s f a c t o r y .

I f  t h e r e  i s  any  one c o u rs e  t h a t  n eed s  to  be  o f f e r e d  
in  s c h o o ls  o f  m u s ic , i t  m ust b e  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h e re  i s  a 
g r e a t  n eed  t o  l e a r n  th e  s t y l e s  and  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
p e r i o d s .

In  m u sic  h i s t o r y ,  we c o v e re d  a l l  o f  th e  a r e a s  a d e ­
q u a te ly  b u t  a n o th e r  s e m e s te r  i s  n eed ed  t o  c o v e r  so  much m a te ­
r i a l .

My m u sic  h i s t o r y  t r a i n i n g  in  c o l le g e  was e x c e l l e n t  b u t  
more em p h asis  n eed ed  b e  p u t  on l i t e r a t u r e .

I  th o u g h t  we t r i e d  t o  c o v e r  to o  much and  to o  much in  
d e t a i l  i n  m u sic  h i s t o r y .

I  f e e l  my b ack g ro u n d  i n  m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  was n o t  a d e ­
q u a te ;  h o w ev er, my m u sic  h i s t o r y  t r a i n i n g  was q u i t e  go o d .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  my u n d e rg ra d u a te  t r a i n i n g  i n  m u sic  
h i s t o r y  was o n e - s id e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  in s t r u m e n ta l  m u sic  a s  
opposed  t o  v o c a l  m u s ic . M usic l i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s e s  w ere  n o t  
o f f e r e d  a s  s u c h .

Good t r a i n i n g  in  s t y l e s  and  l i t e r a t u r e  came th ro u g h  
p r i v a t e  l e s s o n s ,  p e r fo rm a n c e s ,  and  c h o i r .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I  h ad  one o f  t h e  b e s t  m u sic  h i s t o r y  
c o u rse s  p o s s i b l e .  The t e a c h e r  was v e ry  th o ro u g h  in  h i s  p r e ­
s e n t a t i o n s  and  we h ad  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  o u t s id e  r e a d in g  and  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  c o m p le te  f o r  h i s  c l a s s e s .

M usic l i t e r a t u r e  was o b ta in e d  th ro u g h  o th e r  c o u r s e s ,  
m a in ly  m u sic  h i s t o r y .

My m u sic  h i s t o r y  e x p e r ie n c e  was m is e r a b le .  The i n ­
s t r u c t o r  was te a c h in g  t h e  c o u r s e  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e .  He was
h a v in g  a  h a r d  t im e  k e e p in g  a h ea d  o f  u s .  A l l  h e  d id  was r e a d
from  th e  book  t o  u s .  No l i s t e n i n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was r e ­
q u i r e d — so  I  am v e ry  w eak in  t h a t  a r e a .

M usic b e f o r e  t h e  R om antic p e r io d  was b y p a s se d  i n  th e  
a r e a  o f  v o c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .

The t r a i n i n g  o f f e r e d  i n  m u s ic  h i s t o r y  was q u i t e  good ; 
how ever, t h e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  p e r io d s  was w eak.

Some m u sic  l i t e r a t u r e  was t a u g h t  in  ray m u sic  h i s t o r y
c l a s s e s ,  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  was in a d e q u a te .  M usic
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l i t e r a t u r e  was o f f e r e d ,  b u t  m u sic  m a jo rs  w ere  n o t  r e q u i r e d  to  
ta k e  i t .  T h is  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u rs e  was open a s  m u sic  a p p r e c i a ­
t i o n .

M usic h i s t o r y  was e x c e l l e n t .  We p r e s e n te d  two w ork­
sh o p s d u r in g  th e  y e a r  d e p ic t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s  o f  th e  d i f ­
f e r e n t  p e r i o d s .

M usic h i s t o r y  u n d e r  M r. --------  was e x c e l l e n t .  I
l e a r n e d  so  much from  th e  r e c o rd  l i s t e n i n g  s e s s i o n s .

The m ain  w eak n ess  in  m u sic  h i s t o r y  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  
tim e  t o  s tu d y  a l l  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p e r io d s  th o ro u g h ly .

I  n e v e r  f e e l  I  know a s  much a s  I  s h o u ld  o r  n eed  t o  
know. T h is  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  w i th in  m y se lf  and  n o t  d i r e c t e d  
to w ard  my t r a i n i n g .

More tim e  s h o u ld  h av e  b e e n  a llo w e d  f o r  t h e  C ontem porary  
p e r io d .  I  s p e n t  a  l o t  o f  f r e e  t im e  s tu d y in g  th e  Baroque 
p e r io d  b e c a u se  o f  my i n t e r e s t .

T horough s tu d y  o f  m usic  h i s t o r y  and  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a  
m ust f o r  any m usic  t e a c h e r .

M usic E d u c a tio n

M usic e d u c a t io n  b ack g ro u n d  was good. I  le a r n e d  t o  
d e a l  w ith  s c h o o l  p ro b le m s and  s e t  u p  c o r r e c t  le s s o n  p l a n s .

My s u p e r v i s o r  in  s tu d e n t  te a c h in g  was a  fo rm er m usic  
t e a c h e r  so  I  was q u i t e  lu c T ^ . My p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  te a c h in g  
was v e ry  good .

A s e m e s te r  e a c h  s h o u ld  b e  o f f e r e d  f o r  e le m e n ta ry  and 
s e c o n d a ry  m e th o d s . Too l i t t l e  m ethod  ( p r a c t i c a l )  c o u rse s  a r e  
o f f e r e d .

I  was f o r t u n a t e  t o  p r a c t i c e  te a c h  u n d e r a  s e a so n e d , 
w e l l  t r a i n e d  t e a c h e r  who was so  much h e l p .  My se c o n d a ry  
m ethods c o u rse  o f  one s e m e s te r  was n o t  enough . J u n io r  and  
s e n io r  h ig h  m ethods c a n n o t b e  "lum ped" in to  one c o u r s e .

T r a in in g  i n  a l l  e d u c a t io n  c o u rse s  w ith  e x c e p t io n  o f  
s e c o n d a ry  m u sic  m ethods was e x tr e m e ly  in a d e q u a te .  T h is  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  f o r  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s  u n r e l a t e d  t o  m u s ic . I  
f in d  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o th in g  a p p l i c a b l e  an d  f i n d  my p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  t e a c h in g  i n  g e n e r a l  e x tre m e ly  in a d e q u a te .
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I  w ould l i k e  t o  h av e  many m ore m u sic  m ethods c o u r s e s  
i n  p la c e  o f  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s , e s p e c i a l l y  more s e c o n ­
d a ry  m u sic  m ethods c o u r s e s .

The m usic  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s  I  to o k  a t  --------  w ere a l l
e x c e l l e n t ;  how ever, t h e  b lo c k  c o u rs e s  in  e d u c a t io n  w ere  a  
l i t t l e  r id i c u lo u s  t o  be  o f f e r e d  to  a  m u sic  m a jo r .  I  h av e  
n e v e r  u se d  t e s t s  and  m easu rem en ts  and  p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  w i l l .
I  d id  t h i n k  i t  was r id i c u l o u s  t o  b e  s u p e rv is e d  in  p r a c t i c e  
t e a c h in g  by an e d u c a t io n  p r o f e s s o r  who knew n o th in g  a b o u t 
m u s ic .

M usic e d u c a t io n  was a d e q u a te  e x c e p t  f o r  m ore in fo rm a ­
t i o n  on m a t e r i a l s .

M usic e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  was v e ry  g o od . The m ain  
w eakness was a need  f o r  m ore in fo rm a tio n  in  te a c h in g  th e  
j u n i o r  h ig h  s tu d e n t .

My m ethods c l a s s e s  w ere  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  in f o r m a t iv e ,  and  
e n jo y a b le .  I  o n ly  w ish  t h a t  I  c o u ld  h av e  h ad  a  f u l l  s e m e s te r  
o f  e le m e n ta ry  m e th o d s . I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was to o  much c o v e re d  
in  to o  s h o r t  a p e r io d .

My t r a i n i n g  in  e le m e n ta ry  m ethods was w eak . I t  was 
known t h a t  e v e ry  s tu d e n t  i n . t h e  c l a s s  was g o in g  i n t o  s e c o n d a ry  
s c h o o ls  t o  t e a c h .  T h is  c o u ld  be p a r t  o f  th e  r e a s o n ,  a l th o u g h  
a  v e ry  p o o r o n e .

One g e t s  o n ly  w hat h e  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e ,  my t r a i n i n g  
in  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  i s  a s  good a s  o f f e r e d  an y w h ere .

C h o ra l l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  s h o u ld  be o f f e r e d .  I  w ent 
th ro u g h  s e v e r a l  s e m e s te r s  o f  g e n e r a l  p a n ic  o f  w here  and  w hat 
m u sic  t o  g e t .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  my t r a i n i n g  in  m usic  e d u c a t io n  was 
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  The s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  s e m e s te r  w ould  h av e  b een  
m ore b e n e f i c i a l  i f  I  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  th e  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  som e­
one from  th e  m usic  d e p a r tm e n t .

I  n eed ed  m ore c o u r s e s  in  v o c a l  m u sic  m e th o d s .

The c o n d u c tin g  c l a s s  c o v e re d  o n ly  b a s ic  c o n d u c t in g .
I  w ould  h av e  l i k e d  a  c o u rs e  i n  m ore ad v an ced  c o n d u c t in g .

I  b e l i e v e  my m usic  e d u c a t io n  t r a i n i n g  was v e ry  good 
b u t  I  n eed ed  more ways t o  o b s e rv e  a c t u a l  te a c h in g  s i t u a t i o n s .

M ethods c o u r s e s  p r e s e n te d  th e  i d e a l  s i t u a t i o n . Though 
t h i s  w ould  b e  n ic e  t o  have  a  s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  i t  v e ry
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r a r e l y  h a p p e n s . The c o u rse s  n eed  to  b e  more r e a l i s t i c  and  
p r a c t i c a l .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g  m u sic  s h o u ld  b e  s u p e r ­
v i s e d  by t h e  m u sic  d e p a r tm e n t c h a irm an  andf n o t th e  e d u c a t io n  
d e p a r tm e n t c h a irm a n .

A p p lie d  M usic

V o ice  was a  re q u ire m e n t r a t h e r  n e g le c te d  by i n s t r u c ­
t o r s  i f  you w ere n o t  a v o ic e  m a jo r .

V o ice  s e l e c t i o n s  f o r  j u n i o r  an d  s e n io r  h ig h  s tu d e n t s  
was s l i g h t .

A p p lie d  m u s ic —a n e c e s s i t y .  W onderfu l e x p e r ie n c e ,  
p r a c t i c a l ,  in v a lu a b le  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  v o c a l  m u sic  e d u c a t io n  
m a jo r .

I  f e e l  my p ro g re s s  i n  a p p l i e d  m u sic  was a s  good  a s  
c o u ld  be e x p e c te d  w ith  w hat l i t t l e  b ack g ro u n d  I  had  in  p r e v i ­
ous y e a r s .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  my t r a i n i n g  i n  a p p l i e d  m u sic  was m ore 
th a n  a d e q u a te ,  i t  was e x c e l l e n t i

T h e re  i s  n o t  enough t a u g h t  a b o u t  th e  p h y s ic a l  p a r t  o f  
th e  v o ic e .  A c o u rs e  a b o u t th e  v o ic e  w ould be  a  good p r e r e ­
q u i s i t e  f o r  a p p l ie d  v o ic e .

P ia n o  s i g h t  r e a d in g  i s  my w ea k n ess .

I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  know how t o  im p ro v is e  a t  th e  p ia n o .

P ia n o  t r a i n i n g  f o r  c h o i r  d i r e c t o r s  s h o u ld  v e ry  
s t r o n g ly  e m p h a s iz e  s i g h t  r e a d in g  and  s e t t i n g  m e lo d ie s  t o  
harm ony .

I  f e e l  v o c a l  pedagogy i s  n e g le c te d  in  c o l le g e s  and  I  
know t h a t  I  am n o t  a lw ay s  s u re  o f  m y s e lf  in  te a c h in g  v o c a l  
m u s ic .

T h e re  s h o u ld  h av e  b een  m ore s u rv e y in g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  
f o r  e le m e n ta ry  m u sic  s tu d e n t s  i n  v o ic e  and p ia n o .

I  b e l i e v e  I  had  th e  b e s t  t r a i n i n g  o f f e r e d  i n  a p p l i e d
m u s ic .

My p ia n o  and  v o ic e  l e s s o n s  w e re  th e  m ost s o l i d l y  
t a u g h t  c o u r s e s  i n  th e  m usic  d e p a r tm e n t .
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I  was c o m p le te ly  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  my t r a i n i n g  i n  b o th
a p p l i e d  v o ic e  and  p ia n o .  Any w eakness I  h av e  in  v o ic e  o r
p ia n o  i s  my own s h o r t- c o m in g  and  n o t  my i n s t r u c t o r s .

My t r a i n i n g  in  a p p l i e d  m u sic  was much s t r o n g e r  and  
m ore a d e q u a te  th a n  my t r a i n i n g  i n  m u sic  e d u c a t io n .

I  h ad  good p ia n o  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Any la c k  o f  a c h ie v e ­
m ent was b a s e d  s o l e l y  on my p e r s o n a l  c l a v i e r  l i m i t a t i o n s .

I  f e e l  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  h av e  h ad  m ore s e m e s te r s  o f  
a p p l i e d  p ia n o .

My p ia n o  p r e p a r a t i o n  w ould h av e  b een  b e t t e r  i f  I  h a d  
p r a c t i c e d  m ore . I  e n jo y e d  my v o ic e  l e s s o n s ,  so  I  p r a c t i c e d  
much m ore.

T r a in in g  i n  a p p l i e d  m u sic  was e x c e l l e n t .

I  had  e x c e l l e n t  v o ic e  t r a i n i n g .  My b ack g ro u n d  in
p ia n o  was n o t  v e ry  go o d ; h o w ev er, I  can  im p ro v ise  w e l l  and
h a rm o n iz e  a t  t h e  k e y b o a rd . I  d id  n o t  l e a m  t h i s  in  c o l l e g e .

I  e n te r e d  c o l l e g e  h a v in g  p la y e d  p ia n o  f o r  f i f t e e n
y e a r s  and r e c e iv e d  f u r t h e r  f in e  t r a i n i n g .  I  w ish  I  h a d
s p e n t  m ore tim e  p r e p a r in g  m y se lf  v o c a l l y .

We w ere  n o t  o f f e r e d  a  c o u rs e  in  v o c a l  pedagogy ; 
h o w ev er, I  h a d  an  e x c e l l e n t  v o ic e  i n s t r u c t o r  who h e lp e d  me in  
t h i s  a r e a .
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VITA

L e s l i e  Gene B rooks was b o m  Ju n e  15, 1936, in  F l e t c h e r ,  

Oklahoma, and  grew  up on a  farm  n e a r  Rush S p r in g s ,  Oklahom a.

He g ra d u a te d  from  Rush S p r in g s  H igh S ch o o l and  r e c e iv e d  a 

B a c h e lo r  o f  M usic E d u c a tio n  d e g re e  from  Oklahoma B a p t i s t  U n i­

v e r s i t y  i n  1959 . He t a u g h t  m u sic  i n  th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  o f  

Law ton, Oklahoma from 1959 th ro u g h  1962. He r e c e iv e d  a M a s te r  

o f  M usic E d u c a tio n  d e g re e  from  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma in  

1961. M r. B rooks d i r e c t e d  t h e  F t .  S i l l  S o l d i e r s '  C h orus, F t .  

S i l l ,  Oklahoma, from  1961 th ro u g h  1964 . D u rin g  t h i s  t im e , th e  

c h o ru s  won t h r e e  F o u r th  Army C h o ra l C h am p io n sh ip s . Mr. B rooks 

jo in e d  th e  m u sic  f a c u l t y  a t  Cameron S t a t e  C o lle g e  i n  1962 and 

h as  s e rv e d  a s  C hairm an o f  th e  M usic D ep a rtm en t and  C h o ra l 

D i r e c to r  from  1963 u n t i l  th e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .

C h o ra l g ro u p s , w hich M r. B rooks d i r e c t s  a t  Cameron 

S t a t e  C o lle g e , h av e  b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o  p r e s e n t  c o n c e r t s  f o r  n u ­

m erous o c c a s io n s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

M r. B rooks h a s  s e rv e d  a s  V ice -C h a irm an  and Chairm an 

f o r  t h e  S o u th w es t D i s t r i c t  o f  Oklahoma M usic E d u c a to rs  A s s o c i­

a t i o n .  In  1964, h e  was s e l e c t e d  a s  "T e a c h e r  o f  t h e  Y ear" a t  

Cameron S t a t e  C o l le g e .

M r. B rooks h o ld s  m em berships in  M usic  E d u c a to r 's  

N a t io n a l  C o n fe re n c e  ( L if e  M em b ersh ip ), A m erican  C h o ra l D i r e c ­

t o r s  A s s o c ia t io n  (L ife  M em bersh ip ), Oklahoma M usic E d u c a to r 's
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A s s o c ia t io n ,  M usic  T e a c h e rs  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  a n d  O k la ­

homa M usic  T e a c h e rs  A s s o c ia t io n .


