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PREFACE

The occupation of Rhodesia by the British South Africa Company in
1890 and the Subsequent,European immigfation and the openingvup'of gold
and base metals mining attracted thousands of Africans from South
Africa, the British Protectorates of Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho,
Zambia, and Malawi as early as 1893. By'the turn of the twentieth
century, Africans were coming from as far north as Somalia, Arabia,

East Africa, the Belgian Congo, and Portuguese Angola. All this massive
migration to Rhodesia was caused by.both economic developments within
Rhodesia itself and the shear individual spirit of adventure on the

part of the Africans. Those Africans who came from‘Zambia and Malawi
were pressured by sevefél_forms of taxes levied on them by. the British
South Africa Company. However, subsequent emigration to Rhodesia was
motivated by more personal reasons than mere‘foicial inducément.

This study sets out to examine the generai and particular causes-of
this human avalanche on Rhodesia. It then explores the immigration
trends and the character of population movement, whether recruited,
independent, or clandestine in form. By use of statistics and other
daﬁa, it demonstrates the genuine existence of African immigration to
Rhodesia, which has often been ignored, and explains its significance.

The documentation for this stuay is mainly from material found in
the Rhodesia National Archives. Since the materi;l is contained in many

'

files and documents, care and patience were required to double-check and

iii



triple-check the accuracy of some statistics, policies, and laws which
affected African immigration. However, it,shopld be pointéd out here
that statistics affecting African population and‘immigration was not
compiled in any standard form until after abouf 1907. Even then, indi-
genous  African population records were bésed upon estimates and do not
_reflect an accurate count. Only those Africans who migrated to mines
‘were fairly recorded; clandestine immigrants were not.
Employéd Africans, alien and indigenous, were enumerated either
‘biennially or annually, and there was often no definite pattern followed.
Alien blacks were called either "Colonial natives", "Colonial ﬁoys",
"Natives from British Territories", "Natives of Central and SouIi;African
Origin", or given other such general geographical names as "Cape Boys',
"BlantyrevBoys", ”Pértuguese Bantus", and '"Natives from north of the
Zambesi'". These terms obviously convey little meaning. In view of
these diffiéulties, the writer has taken much care to differentiate the
immigrants by using more modern names.
 The territories covered herein were the Union of South Africa, the
British Protectorates of Southern Africa, Northern Rhodesia (Northwest
and Nértheast), Nyasaland, and Portuguese'East Africa. Except in spe-~
cial circumstances, these states are referred to as South Africa,
: Leéotho, Swaziland, Botswana, Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique respec-
tively, Rhodesia was also called Southern Rhodesia and was divided into
administrative provinces of Matebeleland and Mashonaland.
1 would like to express my deepest appreciation. to my adviser, Dr.
Douglas Hale, for all the advice he rendered me throughout the research
and the writing. I also wish to express my profound gratitude to each

of my Committee Advisers: Dr. Theodore Agnew; Dr. George Jewsbury;
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Dr. William Segall;band Dr. Michael Smith, for all the help and advice
vthey gave me; I wish to thank the Dean of the Graduate College and his
staff in helping me maintain my affiliation with Oklahoma Sfate Univer—
sity while on field research.

My unqualifiéd thanks gé to thé Librarian and staff of the National
Archives of Rhodesia who were most generous. in helping me locate much of
tﬁe material for the study. I also thank members of the UniVersity of
Rhodesia Library and the Oklahoma Sfaté University Library for their
help.‘ I wish to publicly express my sincere thanks to the @ore than
four hundred men and women aliens interviéﬁed in Rhodesia who declined
‘to be identified in this work.

My heartfelt thanks go to Ginny Lawson who Worked uﬁflaggingly day
and night to type and put this dissértation into final fofm. Finally,
my innef, deep gratitude and love.go to my wife, Lilian, and the chil-
dren--Rutendo, Rufaro, and Ruzivo——&ho constantly encouraged me to

trudge on even when I had lost hope.
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CHAPTER I
AFRICAN IMMIGRANT AVALANCHE: THE CASE
1. Introduction

When Lord Acton, the noted English historian, urged students of
.history not only~t6 analyze their sources but also to proceed to sit in

judgemgnt on the deeds of the past, he, like many of his contemporaries,
challengedvhistorians of all creeds to the task of searching for '"What
is":.lthe "When'", and "Why" of human action.1 Immigration is one of
such human actions that dominate the dark pages of history.

The éuﬁject of immigration has intrigued scholars of all fields:
psychologists, sociologists, economists, political scientists, and his-
torians. All have advanced what they believe to be the answer to the
question "What is immigration and emigration?". However, in studying
this subject, historians need to be specific with their terminology,
and’so we attempt here to examine the meanings of fhe terms migration?
emigration, and éspecially immigration in the context of this disserta—
tion. |

First, the term "migfation" den§tes a continuous purposeless as
weli as pufposeful change of lqcalities after a brief period, while
"immigration" refers to those individuals who leave their countries of
domicile with fixed intention of settling in another rather permanently.
Presently, we seem to make a sharp diétinction between these two mean-

ings and interpretations. That is correct in a narrow historical



sense. In the same light, biologists speak of "migratory" animals;
some historians write of "migrant" laborers. Both denote tgﬁporary
‘'settlement; it is only human emigration that connotes permanent change
of residence and entrance into an alien society.

The change of residence makes possible the admissioh of one to new
and primary relations whose development may breed mutual appreciation
and underétanding on the one hand or mutual alienation and disfavor on
tﬁe other. In some societies immigrants are assimilated; that is, they
take a new 'one-way street" into the éroup relation and have to forego
their own culture and all those values they may have cherished in the
past_society. In others, immigrants are integrated, meaning that a
reciprocal process takes place in which the two peoples coming together
weave tﬁeir two cultures into a new one mutually acceptable to both.
The United States of America and Brazil are good examples of cultural
integration, even though in both cases one parent culture still domi-
nates other incoming ones.

In the discussion thus far, the word "immigration" has been used in
a general sense without a precise definition. The use of the word
"immigfation"_for the purpose of this study reflecté the nuances enun-

ciated by S. N. Eisenstadt, A. MacBeath, and accepted international

usage. In his book, The Absorption of Immigrants, Eisenstadt defines
immigfaqion as "the physical transition of an individual or‘a group

from one society to another . . . [Whicﬂ] involves ébandoning one social
‘setting and-entering another'and‘different'ohe."3 According‘to this
view, the act of abandoning one's society entails physical and psycholo-
gical factors. An em;grant may be motivate& by special goaisvresulting

from social, political, geographical, or economic needs. A. MacBeath



puts 1t rather similarly but in different words. He describes the aban-
donmeﬁt of one's society and home as a "conduct [which] is conmsciously
purposive behaviour . . . [since] the agent has an idea befo;e his mind
of what he is going to do . . . ."4
A second rather closely related definition is that used in modern
intefnational relations which describes immigration as a' change of resi-
dence with a declared intention of settling in the country of entry for
at leést one calendar year or permanently. However, world renowned sta-
tisticians argue that due to the elusive nature of the term "permanence"
as a criterion, the change of residence andbthe declaration fo settle in
a giveﬁ country of entry by a prospective‘immigrant for more than é year
is not the safest way to define immigration.5 The weakness of this
definitibn lies in the fact that it seems to omit migrant workers who
enter;a country and settle there for a period running into years, during
Which‘they own land and homes, pay taxes, and even marry and raise
families in that couﬁtry. However, it sérves our purpose in this study
'in.so fér as it embraceé the concept of change of residence for at least
one'caiendarAyear settlement period.
~ For the purpose of this dissertation, '"immigration" and "immigrant"
should'be'takeh to mean those aiien blacks who left their native coun-
tries--Botswana, South Affica, Mozambique, Malawi, and Zambia and
entered Rhodesia and seftled for any considerable pefiod ranging from
less than one calendar year to pefmanence for any regson‘acceptable and
deeméd beneficial tb them. As ﬁight be apparent to the‘reader, this

definition covers all those people who have been referred to by several

historians of Central Africa and demographers as "migrant laborers."



The definition just given above agrees logically with the official
terminology in the first comprehensive regulations of Rhodesian immigra-
tion, the British South Africa Company (B.S.A. Co.), Immigration

Ordinance, 1901-1902. 1In the document's preamble, "immigrant" is de-

fined as "any unskilled labourer, and includes any'[blaca person
introduced into Southern Rhodesia under this Ordinance."7 The defini—
tioﬁ demonstrates also that in terms of legal status all those blacks
who eptered Rhodesia in search of work, whether teﬁporary or not during
the period in question, were immigrants and not mere migrants. That is,
all those thousands of blacks who emigrated into Rhodesia under labor
contrécts_were genﬁine immigrants whose presence has documentary proof
and legal recognition. Even though many of them Wére repatriated after
the termination of their work contracts, many more thousands either
remained and made permanent residence in Rhodesia or returned inde-
pendently at a later date and settled. The'question which arises is
why sd many men, boys, and women decided to leave their homes and fami-
lies to go so far away? To answer the question, we should examine the
general causes of migration and then look at the particular ones affect-

ing Central African blacks.
2. Causes of Emigration

Exceptbfor the commonly known compulsory migration, what is it that
motivates people to leave their homes and to set out to settle in a
stfange land? Such forces must of necessity be Qverpowering; any expla-
nation of fhe nature of the human migration process femains incomplete
as long as it does not genuinely say why people change or desire to

change their residences. Several schools of historical thought have



been advanced, and an attempt to summarize them will be made here. They

range from such éoﬁservative and naive claims as ''man migrates because

he is by nature mobile", to the more modern and more sophis#icated

Marxist dictum that economic factors alone cause hﬁman.migration, whether
tempofary or otherwise. Man changes habitat when and only when economic
conditions either deteriorate or are unbearable.

Historians of an older tradition have argued that migration oc-

- curred thrOUghout:ﬁuman history and that people migrated beéaﬁse of
factors external to the economic order. Such observers would not in-
ciﬁde'drought, weather disasters, of crop failure as economic phenomena.

In Central African tribél areas migration was often regarded as an
individual manly feat; he was a real man if at least once some time
beforé marriage he could leave his home for a distant and’strange land.
One who did.thét.wés believed to have reached manhood. This was a
genérally accepted‘préctice in precolonial times. The IntefhatiOnal
Labor Organization accepted this view in 1960, when it concluded about
African migrant workers that "it is only after a man left his tribal

surroundings to seek outside employment that he is considered to have
been initiated intoﬂmanhood."8 In short, the habit of humap_migrétion
is indigenous and préstigious to the African.

Such factors as prestige, security;'and the individual's dignity
are more akin to man's craving for material needs for himself and his
family.v Man, being materialistic by upbringing and nomadic by nature,
of ten seeks new pastures; the‘Seafch of which puts him on the ﬁath to
emigration.“The home of his dream envisions fertile lands, a brighter
and better future for his descendants, énd_a sure fulfillment of a long

éherished Eldorado. Because he needs to own land, a house, adequate



food for his family énd stock, he migrates to a country where he envi-
sions ‘positive opportunities of achieving these.9

Geographical considerations may also be paramount. This is closely
related to man's need fof material security. When changes ih climate
occur, when the nature of the soil deteriorates, and the quality of
available land diminishes, as in eighteenth-century England and nine-
teenth-century Ireland, man immediately moves in search of‘gfeener
pastufes. For instance, the land tenure system in Ireland caused

:uhbeafable upheavals which resulted in massive Irish emigration to the
Uﬁited States between the 1840s and the 1860s.10 This only illustrates
the fact that land Shortage, depletionlof natural resources,.and a
populatioﬁ exﬁlosion augmented by political probleﬁs causé emigration,
although these Were not the motivating factors in Southern and Central
African black migration between 1890 and 1945.

Then fhere is what is referred to as forced emigration. This is a
result of several factors which are common throughout history. In
forced emigration, people leave involuntarily becausé'they may be
victims of‘war? politicalnoppressidn, suppreésion, or religious and
fécial persecution. The emigratipn’pattern_here is sudden énd at times
lacks direction; it'is_gg_gggég. Refugees such as Cubans in the United
Stétes, Angolans in Zambia, and the Palestinians in Lebanon are just a.
few examples of modern forced emigrants who left gheir homelands for
political reasons or owing to war. There are some, like‘Jews, the
Gefman Mennonites, and tﬁe Pilgrim Fatﬁers‘who emigrated to America fér
réiigious reésohs, who serve as examples of forced migration. Excépt
for war and pqlitical pressures, none of thé rest of the causes dis-

 cussed above influenced black emigration to Rhodesia, as will be pointed



out in later chapters. Force emigration was not characteristic of
Central Africa even though there were isolated cases of clandestine
compulsion.

The Marxist school of interpretation argues that economic motives
are solely responsible for most if not ell types of emigration and
immigration. According to this view, all other causes referred to
above are mere shades of the economic factor. Influences such as
unemployment and under-employment, lack of land, social insecurity, lack
of opportunities for advancement, dissatisfaction, low returns for their
physical efforts, and land infertility are in reality economic factors.
As Harry Jerome, a Marxist oriented historiaﬁ puts it, '"Whatever may be
[?laimei] the basic causes of migration, there is a close relation be-
tween. the cyclical oscillations of employment aﬁd those of immigration
and emigration . . . ."ll Many contend that man migrates at a time when
economic trends are unfavorable; that the greater the emigration and
_immigfation, the worse is thebeconomic situation in the couﬁtry of
emigration aﬁd the better it is in that of immigration. The weaknesses
and merits of such an argument require no elaboration at this point.

In line with the seme assertiop, some historians claim fhat man
emigrates with a hope>tovincrease his real ineome despite the fact that
he méy have to accept a temporary low economic status. Eventually his
descendants, if not‘himself'as well, will enjoy the fruits of their
immigration. 1In short, this school regards man as an economic animal
whose behavior is determined by either adverse or favorable prevailing
economic conditions.

The line of interpretation to ‘consider next is that which may be

referred to here as tpe "middle of the road" position represented by



scholars like William C. Smith and the delegates to the 1961 Worid
Council of Churches Conference. These argue that emigration and immi-
gration are motivated by both economic and socio-psychological factors.
Speaking of massive migration to the United States, Smith says,

The causes were complex and usually no one factor impelled

the migrant to leave his country. In this mass movement

certain general or fundamental causes operated, but there

-were also many personal elements peculiar to individuals.

A son or daughter left because of friction with unsympa-

thetic parents; a girl went awa{ to avoid marriage with

the man her parents had chosen..3
The claim here is that external forces may compel man to change his
residence but interwoven with that are intrinsic personal influences
which put him on the go. The World Council of Churches came to the
same conclusion in 1961 when the delegates met in Switzerland to discuss
the problem of international human migration. They argued that emigra-
‘tion is influenced "to a considerable degree" by relatives and friends
who either already reside in the country of immigration or who have once
~been there. The tales by such people of wealth, fortunes, security,

‘ . .14
;freedom and a host of other advantages motivate emigration. Un-
doubtedly, this was one of the greatest influences in black immigration

to -Rhodesia between 1830 and 1945.

In addition to the causes mentioned above, one should examine the
particular driving forces in Central Africa which lay behind sucﬁ human
diaspora. These range from voluntary'fo involuntary reasons such as the
pressures of masters over their servants,'pbstwar difficultiés, the

' administrative measures of the B.S.A. Company, economic forces, and the

effects of the First World War.



3. Background and Immigration Causes

 HaVing>examined the general nature of immigration as a social
phenoﬁendn, it is necessary at this point to survey briefly the patterns
of migration into Rhodesia. We should at this stage attempt to obtain
an overall view of some of the motives and facgors involved in this
exodus. The first missionaries and hunters from South Africa entered
the térritory of the Mashona which is now Rhodesia in the 18503. They
brought many blacks with them as domestic servants, wagon drivers,
preachers, ana teachers as well as translators. AlthoughAfﬁese were
wage éarners, they also had promises of land for themselves and their
families. As long as they_weré employed, they had to follow their
‘masters on the north-bound Christian and commercial march.‘iAuthentic
examplesvpf these pioneer immigrants were those who acéompanied the
London Missionary Society group led by the famiiy of the fabled Robert
Moffat, which established their cenfer ét Inyathi in 1859. The Dutch
Reformed Church also started a mission station among the VaNyai in 1865
with a téam,of South African‘blaék,evangelists, men'like Gabriel Buys,
Isaac:Khumalo, and_Lukas Mokwile." Others were brought by ofher mission-
aries to Morgenster Mission on October 9, 1891.15 In many instances the
majority of'the‘SoutH African and,Bbtswana blacks brought in by such
'missionary groups never returned to their homeiands but infiitrated
local cdmmunities and settled there. This type of immigration asso-
ciated witﬁ missionary activity continqed until thé advent of Rhodesian
internal self-govermment in 1923.

Those servants who returned to South Africa gave reports of a new

' and glorious home and encouréged friends and relafivés to_join the

columns of whites who were then marching north. At this time, between
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1860 and 1890, the southern part of Rhodesia was dominated by King
Lobengula of the Matebele. Various whites coming into the area nego-
tiated treaties With the King. John S. Moffat, a missionary and
translator, and his colleagues negotiated the Anglo—MatebelebTreaty of
February 11, 1888, with King Lobengula. On their journeys to Lobengula's
-kiﬁgdom, these groupé of mining prospectors and hunters Brought with
them ﬁlacks in their éolumhs.16 On March 19, 1890, ﬁhe first group of
white'éettlers_officially dispatched by Rhodes' B.S.A. Co.;fthe Pioneer
CQlumn, left Kimberley in the.Cape Province, South Africa, for Mashona-
1and.‘ Within the company was a group of 'skilled and semi—skilled A
Africans from the Cape, cooké, drivers, general servants aﬁdiso on, who
. were éttracted by tﬁe relatively good conditioﬁs'of service_Offered

them there,"lj‘

~ The blacks numbered 200 Ngwatos and "Capg Célonial
blacks;" Such a figure was substantial in immigfation terﬁs.

A third and one of the largest wavés of black immigration ffqm
~ South Africa began about 1897 or 1898 as a result 6f the Matebele and
Mashoﬁa.Uprisingé of 1896 against white settlement in Rhodesia. At the
'-end of these bitterly and ferociously fought raéial wars, the British
impériél Settlers_became intensiyely and extensivély suspicious of the
[’-indigenous blacks. The blagks in turn loathed énd righfly distrusted
the iqvaders and robbers Qf their iéﬁd and-éétﬁle; Not only did the
1896-97 Wars of Resistance largely'determine the course of race relations
" in Rhodesia to the presént time, buﬁ mqre'significant fér our purposes?
‘they inaugurated the practice”of the impﬁftation of foreign black labor.

For this reason, it is necessary to deal a bit more extensively with-

this cehtral event in Rhodesian history.
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Shortly after the Matebele War of 1893, the administration of the
B.S.A. Co. forged a Blacks Police Force whose responsibility was to
carry out measures of a newly concelved policy. This force of some two
hundred men, most of whom were alien, were picked from the scum of the
African society. They were trained and led by ruthless whites for the
purpose of pacifying local Africans and for "maintaining law and order",
as the Imperial Government in London was made to believe. However, the
original and trué reasons for the formation of this unit were clandes-
tinely to procure forced labor for the settlers and to aid the Company
in confiscating African cattle for itself. The B.S.A. Co. administration
1iteraliy drafted indigenous blacks into disguised slavery. As John H.
Harris, a contemporary British writer and representative of the Abori-
gines Ptotection Society based in Rhodesia wrote, Africans

were robbed of their land; they were robbed of their cattle;

they.were then subjected to a labour system synonymous with

slavery imposed upon them by the worst elements of their

tribes the black police, who had been hired by the very

officials ... . who, but a year before had robbed them of

their land and eceattle. The situation was aggravated by

the cruel and oppressive acts of the Native police, now so

thoroughly out of hand that they robbed and looted the

unfortunate tribes and generally subjected them to the most

brutal treatment.

That sort of oppression bred hostilities whlch resulted in the 1896
insurrections and subsequent stralned race relations. After the Up-
rising, when the settlers attempted. to draft Africans for work, they met
 with resistance. Several methods to bring them into a labor force for
the whites were proposed from all directions. IdeaS»ceme from mission-
.aries, who were regarded as the bést-students of African affairs,

settlers, and Dr. Leander Starr Jameson, the B.S.A. Co. Administrator,

as well. It is neceséary to point out here that all these people who
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as well. It is necessary to point out here that all these ﬁeople who
demanded cheap African labor cherished the typical middle- and upper—
class Victorian notion that they required servants to cook for them,
launder for them, toil in their gardens, hew firewood for them, and at
times bathe them; beéause they were a carefully selected superior caste,
Thus, whites in Britain and settlers in Rhodesia sought to drag Rho-
‘desian blacks into forced labor.

One such example:of the missionary proponents of forced labor was
the Reverend Isaac Shimmins, a Wesleyan Methodist clergyman, who pro-
posed thatvindigenes should be put into steady compulsory work for a few
month;“each‘year Because that would be a discipline of the ﬁhighest
moral benefit" to them.20 The settlers, .led by tﬁe B.S.A. Co. Adminis-
tratér, supported.the proposal. However, the use of compulsory African
labor.ﬁas fejectéd‘outright‘by the Imperial Governmenﬁ in Léndon.
~ Joseph Chémberlain,~then Coloﬁial Secretary, half—heartedlyfrejectéd the
idea becaﬁse, as hé réésohed, he could not defend the policy in the
British Parliament.21 |

v,Thé B.S.A. CQ; administration then resorfed to other methods to
fofcé the Africans to work: the imposition of the Hﬁt Tax ;nd the im-
portation of alien black labdrers. The Company believed that indirect
coﬁpulsion,‘coupled with the use pf foreign workers, would make the
indigenesbenvy the newcomer énd ultimately turn to work_fér the setglers.
That was the easiest way'out. The Hut and Poll Taxes on the indigenous
Africans were tightened; each adult black male had to pay B2 plus 10
shillings for each wife he hadvbeyond the first one. This measure was
>beliéved to discourage polygamy, and it Was'reasoned alsp that the tax

~would compel local Africans to seek employment in European-operated
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mines and on the farms. But the results were disappointing; though
there was a trickle of workers coming in, they did not stay long on the
job.22

To encourage more local black workers, the migihg companies raised
monthly wages for blacks in 1898 from an average of 5 to 10 shillings
per month té between 15 and 30 shillings, hoping that many more would
turn to the money edonomy for long periods. But very few came forward
for work; those who remained did so for only a month or two (in some
cases for but a few days) before they returned to their rich lands
which gave tﬁem more subsistence than they earned on the mines and farms.
The final efforts to force blacks were the imposition of new regulations
under the Hut and the Poll Taxes (amendments) Ordinénces of 1902-03.

The Hut Tax in particular was an enriching economic exercise for the
Company, as it raised a total annual income of more than £250,000 by‘the
end of 1898 and an evén higher figure for 1903.23 Still the indigenous
blacks’refused to be integrated into the money economy by force, and the
settlers were forced to rely iﬁcreasingly upon imported labor.

A furthér fagtor which favored the importation of black labor into
Rhodesia as opposed to the employment of the indigenous population were
‘the whites' attitudes toward the local blacké which prevailed. Several
myths‘aboﬁt the indigenes were propagated by settlerg in a bid to dis-
credit local blacks in févor of imported labor. One was thét upheld by
L. Levy—Bruhl, who wtbte in 1910 that "mystic emotions blinded thel
African's reasoning ﬁowers and African tﬁought was rigidly controlled
by a mystic symbiosis, impervious to the evidenée of experieﬁce."z4
This‘kind of idea certainly shows that the thdesian white settler bé—

lieved that such a person would not see reason in the dignity of labor
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under a white alien ruler.

A second view of the African generally shared was that they were
"chil&ren". This myth even penetrated the higher echelons of the
B.S.A. Co. administration, which reported in a Chief ﬁative Commis—
sioner's (C.N.C.) Report in 1923 that

- Europeans are by law allowéd to chastise and correct tﬁeir

minor children and train them to live gpod_and honourable

lives. The unsophisticated native on the contrary who has

less logic or intelligence than the average European of

eight years of age, is allowed to live in debauched and

indolent life without correction.23
Such were the preVailing white man's concepts which were due to their
lack of genuine understaﬁding of the indigenous blacks. These attitudes
contributed to racial disharmony from the beginning of modern Rhodesian
histofy.v

Another white attitude aboutvblack Rhodgsians current as early as
the first décade of this century was that voiced by the Bikita District
1Native'Commissionér (N.C.). Td him and other whites, blacks in Rhodesia
Qere 1azy barbarians Wﬁo should have remained so because "his muscular
energy should be‘devoted to the hewing of wood and the carrfing of water"
for white se_ttlers.26

What the Europeans in the country“failéd to realize was that to the
blacks, wage earning ﬁas but aymeagre,suppleﬁént to fhe‘produce from
theif 1aﬁd, and so mine or farm empioyment was a luxury they could do
without. ‘On the other hand, the white settlers'sfrove to plunge the
indigenes into both a money economy and slavery, which the latter were
not readily interested in accepting. Only a feﬁ officials like the

Hartley Native Commissioner saw the African resistance objectively and

from its true perspective. He argued in 1895 that "10s a month is a
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ridiculously low wage for a Native at the present priée of food and I
~am not at all surprised at them being unwilling to work for.it."27
Despite such isolated perceptions of the true situation, thé’ﬁytﬁs pre-
vailed that local 1aborvwas unreliable and useless.

Given sucﬁ prejudices, it should come as no surprise thatvthe4then
Rhodesian Administration adopted at a very early date the policy of
importing labor from outside the country. For eiample, Cecil John
Rhodes himself had gone ahead recruiting the first official black immi—
grants from the Cape Province, a group of forty Fingo families, in
March, 1898. By October of the same year the Administration expected a
total of 3,000 Fingoes, Sothos, and Shanganis who were to be settled on
government lands. 28 |

Oné‘major factor behind massive African immigration to Rhodesia was
the economic de§elopments within the territory. These included an expan-
- sion in the miningviﬁdugtry after 1897 when Rhodesia becéme the "Second
Rand;~~the great gold mining zone of Southern Africa. Mining was slowly
followed by‘the'agricultural industry which required much:mére cheap
laBor‘thén mining. The more these two industries expanded, the more
whites fléckéd into the country and the more they required domestic and
outside labor. That also resulted in a rapid introduction of a Western
life-style which called for a plentiful food supply.29 In addition to
this industrial expansion was the continuing competition with the
Transvaal gold mining and the diamond éxtraction at Kimberley in South
Africa. This rivalry for labor led to the.formation in 1898 of.the
Matebele Native LaborvBoard based in Bulawayo to compete with these aﬁd
: 30

‘other South African black labor recruiting and importing organizations.

The last important cause of black immigration'was the general
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economic conditioﬁs brought about by the First World Waf. Although many
Rhodesians, both black and white, saw action in the war, thé country
itself remained untouched by its destruction. It was the postwar depres-
sion that forced thousands of black Zambians, Malawians? and Mozambiqueans
to converge on Rhodesia in search of higher wages, food:rations, and the
promise of a higher standard of living.
All these factors discussed above are summed up quite adequately

in the 1938 report on labor conditions in the then Northern Rhodesia
Protectorate. The report puts forward the following motives for black
'ﬁigration to Rhodesia and South Africa: (a) Africans migrated to Rho-
desiéiand South Africa iﬁ search of the higher wages which would enable
themfto,pay taxes owed to the white adminisérations of theif:territories,v
and sbfthey went to countries where wages were higher than at home. (b)
Afficans‘had develobedva taste for all sorts of Westefn items such  as
clothing,'beads, Biéycles, and a host of other articles which demanded
higher prices. Kc)v The migration was a search for énough money to

covetr éach,man's dowery‘(robora), the payment of. which was not only a
‘tribal obligation but a personél'accomplishment as well. (d) The rise
.in the standard ofbliving in the_African context, especialiy in the cost
of farming tbols_and cHildren's educatioﬁ; forced many to search for
work. (e) The desire to see fhe world outside their own territory,

té see distant places, peoples.and other curiosities prompted many

to take the road. (f) Many more migrated'to Rhodesia in response to
‘the.reports givén by friends or relatives.already‘workiﬁg‘there and

. by the exaggerated reports of the labor recruiters.
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4. The Significance of Immigration

to African Population

fhe subject of black immigration to Rhodesia is very important for
many reasons to those scholars and politicians intérested iﬁ the popu-
lation composition of this state. It is an intriguing question, because
in solving it we are better able to discover the heterogeneoué nature
of the black pqpulation from the tribal as well as the cultural points
of view.

While all observers agree that the most significant black influx
into Rhodesia occurred between about 1898 and about 1945, the magnitude
of earlier immigration is a matter of some dispute. Some historians;
among them Basil Davidson and R. G. Douglas, asSeft that black immi-
gration began much earlier than the twelfth century and continued .
sporadiéallf even after the advent of the white man and into the last
quarfér of the nineteenth century. The former, using archeological
eﬁidence, speaks of a "Southwafd>March" by blacks from Central Africa.
The latter, in an‘article for the National Archives of Rhodesia, con-
tends that the history of immigraﬁion to Rhodesia predateé the white
man's occupation -of the'region.32

Aithoﬁgh this interpretatibn of the antiquity of immigration has
'meriﬁ,*it rests ﬁpon a confusion between simple nomadic mo?ements and
true immigration. True immigrétion occurred only after_fhe creation of
white man's boundaries at the end ofbthe nineteenth century. From that
time to the preseht day, immigration has been a matter of utmost signi-
ficance. Even King Lobengula saw.its significance when as far back as
the 1840s he inaugurated some form of immigratioﬁ,controls. For

instance, in 1870, he employed a white man, John Lee of Mangwe, to act
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as an immigration official for his kingdom's southern bordér.33 The
Charles Rudd Concession, signed between Lobengula and Rudd, an emissary
of Rhodes, in October, 1888,‘reiterated the maintenance of the then
existing immigration regulations. Regrettably, Lobengulafs conscien-
tious efforts to resffict and control immigration were violated by the
ruthless white frontiersmen and co-signers of theFConcession.34 When
the B.S.A. Co. usurped administrative powers from Lobengula and the
Mashona rulers in 1893 and 1897 respectively, the entry of whites was
stepped up while black immigration went on, sometimes unheeded, some-—
timesicontrolled, and in many instances, privately encouraged by
6fficials. Suffiée it té say there apparéntly were no stipﬁlated
restrictiohs for certain classes of Africans, as evidenced by the
entrance of the "Cape boys" into Rhodesia as "skilled miners". Among
fhem were the Fingo and Tswana.35

The question of black immigration did not really arise, since it
was said to belong to the field of imported labor. Hoﬁever, hundreds
of‘blacks continued to enter the countfy clandestinély, especially from
Portuguese East Africa (Mozambique) and South Africa. The_Native Prohi-
bition Regulations of 1898, Section 4, provided that African chiefs
throughout Rhodesia should report_fo their N.C.s the arrival of any
"colonial natives" who entered the country and sought settlement among
Aﬁricans. The regulations proved ineffective, since_the black chiefs
did not co-operate With‘thé administrative officiais.3

Blacks from neighboring territories continued to come in until they
caused a number of serious administrative; heglth, aﬁd economic problems
thch eventually prompted the C.N.C.vfor Matebeleland~to repoft to the

Administration in 1901 that there was a steady emigration especially
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from the Cape Colony of undesirables "entering without any encouragement
37 . ' .
at the hands of the Government." The answer to that complaint was the

promulgation of the first Immigration Ordinance, 1901 by the Administra-

tion. In order to further prove that true immigration was taking place,
we should examine the Ordinance in greater detail.

In its preamble, the Ordinance defines "immigrants" as any "un-
skilled labourer and inclddes any person intréduced into Southern
Rhodesia under this Ordinance." 1In Clause 2, Sections 1, 2, ané 3, the
Ordinance permitted black emigrants from "Brifish and Portuguese
possessions in Africa, south of Latitude twelve degrees South" to enter
Rhodesia without restriction.38 Blacks from India, the West Indies, the
United States of Ameriga, and Chinese "coolies" were prohibifed outright.
In Part II the Ordinance lists conditions under which black laborers
would be admitted into the territory and how they would either be
repatriated or granted permanent séttlement.39 The Ordinance was
amended in 1903 and additional and‘more stringent penalties for illegal
entry by other people than Africans, and for desertiqn on arrival in
Rhodesia were inserted.40 This Ordinance and its subsequent amendments
were the foundation of Rhodesian immigration law; broader legislation
came into effect in 1914. Further examination of the official records
demonstrates fully that black immigration to Rhodesia is a historical
reality in the development of the territory.

The administrative records show that thousands of blaqk immigrants
gntered the country through official channels; many more came in un-
recorded. One in fact may make a distinction between "open'" and
"clandestine" immigrants. Open immigrants consisted of all those

migrant laborers who entered the country in the bands of recruiters
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under contracts which required them to return to their homelands as well
as those who came qf their own volition but registered‘at the border
upon entry. Clandestine immigrants includea all those Africéns who
illegally crossed the borders and secretly merged within the‘local
communities. ﬁost of these came from Mozambique and crossed the border
to join their kinsmeﬁ in Rhodesia‘or at least uséd this pretext for
settling there.’
vThe numerous reﬁbrts of the Native Commissioners from all the.
administraﬁivekdistricts in existence during the period undgr considera-
tion attest to .the fact that many alien blacks entered Rhodésia between
189b'aﬁd 1945. Tﬁe Under—Secretary for Native Affairs of the Rhodesian
vAdministratiQn reported in his annuai report for 1899 that a group of |
three hundred Fingo.males from the Cape Colony came into Rﬁ&desia to
work in_the mines in return for land grants. Those who 1at§r accom-
‘papied Mpefu, the Fingo Chief, incluaed some 3,000 men, wbmen and
childrén.4l The Commissioner of Mineé enumerated many immigfants who
came during the éame year to be workers in the mines and included some
of these Fingées. Most of these mine workers for 1890 inclﬁded the
Gazaiand éhangani, a black tribe whose population spreadsiaéross the
border from southern Mozambiqﬁe‘into Rhodesia, some trans—Zambezi
Mozambiqueans, a few Zulus, "Cape boys", and the Fingo.42 In the same
year, the Mazoe N.C. reported that ovér three hundred blacké had entered
his district as permanent labor force from’Mozambique and recommended
that more should be "encouraged to migfate to Rhodesia bécause they are
better labourers."43 |
"Police reports also give added evidence of black immigration.' The

‘B.S.A. Police report for the 1898-1899 administrative yeér records the
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number of black immigrants who came into Rhodesia as its recruits. In
1898 it enrolled 336 Angonis from Malawi as police. From Séptember of
the same year to March, 1899, the department lost only forty—six of
these people by either death, discharge or desertion. When‘counting
both its new and old alien black police memberé, there were by March 31,'
1899, 350 men in Rhodesia, excluding 285 of the old guard who were dis-
charged on account of age. The report is silent about the destination
,bf these men. Taking.into account the fact that all of them had served
in the Rhodesian police force since 1896 during the Uprising, they
Apossibly squght homes among the indigenes or settled in the urban areas
and the African farming areas.

After the tufn of the present century, black immigration increased
enormously. In their annual reports for 1910, the Native Commissioners
for Lomagundi, Darwin,{Mtbko, Mazoe; and Goromonzi, to name a few,
record statistics of blacks who either passed through their districts
or entered them and settled. there. The Ldmagundi N.C. reports that

73,072 new black aliens.entered the district for work. The majority of
these new’éntrants came from Malawi. .The Africans from Mozambique also
substantially increased due to the stepped-up recruifmentvby the
‘Rhodesian Native Labor Board (R.N.L.B;). Independent jobseekers enter-
ing the same region totalled 10,511, compared to 1,560 brbught in by the
R.N.L.B. Almqst three quarters of both entrénts passed throﬁgh the
district en route to thé interior in search of work; Two alien blacks
domiciled iq the area and six hundred others were employedbin the region
in jobs other than mining. Significantly>enough, independent immigrants
exceeded légal entrants, according to fhe N.C,; twice the number ofb

official immigrants entered the country without registration.
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A similar account is given by the N.C. for Darwin, an adjacent dis-
trict. His report notes the presence of some 3,106 new black aliens in
his region, excluding over 3,000 others who had either beenkissued work
permits prior to the period of compiling the report or had gone past the
distrin in search of work elsewhere in the country. Six men known
to haye married local women established homeé in the region. Two alien
women also settled there and married local men; forty-nine bachelors
sought and received permission to settle permanently in the area. Many
more,‘as the N.C. states it, sought to remain longer in the region.

From the northeastern district of Mtoko, similar immigration trends
odcufred. The N.C. there reported that 2,131‘Africans‘from‘Malawi and
Mozambidue entered the region in 1910 and received work passes. This
figuré amounted to 373 more newcomers than in the previous year. Over
l,OOd blacks slipped into the district undfficially and dispersed to
other areas. Six aliens sought and received permanent settlement and
became subject to Poll and Hut Téxes.

Lookiﬁg at the immigration picture in a few interior disfricts also
demonstrates the magnitude of the subject. The N.C. for Mazoe reported
in 1910 that Qf tﬁe many blacks who entered his region, éome 755 left
due tb fear of ﬁaying taxes. The majority left for unknown districts
within Rhodesia. However, 380 settled permaneﬁtlybin the area and worked
on farms and in the mines. All paid taxes 1evied on all blacks. There
were also another 5,500 men, women, and children immigrants who received
work passes to work in the area indefinitély.48

Thé‘Native>Commissioner for Goromonzi reported what is perhaps the
largest number of aliens taking up permanent‘residence in one district.

In this region, twenty-four aliens received work permits but "250
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domiciled in the district and 220 of them paid hut tax.”49 In the Hart-
ley district,_aﬁ area of many more gold mines then than others, there
were 10,000 aliens working in the mines, townships, and farms. The N.C.
notesbthat the majority of them did not want to be repatriated and so
they resorted to one of the most common ways then used to attain resi-
dence; They solicited local girls for marriage through these young
women's parents by either paying robora (a form of dowry), or offered
their labor to the parenﬁs for a period of two to five years in exchange
for the girls in marriage. To put it in the N.C.'s own words,

From time to time girls appear before me complaining that

their fathers wish to force them into living with men whom

they .do not wish to live with but who have observed native

custom as far as the robora is concerned. The favoured

suitor in these cases usually turns out to be an alien

native who either ‘cannot pay robora or from whom the girl's

father refused to accept robora.

The basic reasén for seeking such marriages to local women was to gain
pérmanent residénce. Most of the alien men were married alfeady in
their native lands but knew»that the law allowed them settlement on the
grounds of marriage to local women; they also were aware'thaf their new
wives would refuse to accompany them to foreign and distant countries
where they knew no one and were unlikely to return home.

There are many such cases in this pattern of immigration and
settlement. The N.C.s for Marandellas, Chibi, and Chilimanzi record
similar incidents in their own regions. Fifty-two alieq blacks-settled
in the Marandellas District in the period 1909 to 1910; sixty-two in
ChiBi, andbover eighty-one in the Chilimanzi District.51 The evidence

for massive black immigration is endless when one scrupulously examines

the reports of the various Native Commissioners.
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5.” Labor Recruitment and Immigration

Elsewhere in the discussion above we reférred to the Rhodesian
Native Labor Board (later Bureau) and also to the labor recruitment
practices in Rhodesia. It is necessary here to examine briefly the
history of this mode of black immigration to Rhodesia in particular and
its relevance and importance to the total imﬁigration question. The
writer contends that the subject of black migrant labor is not divorced
from immigration; the former'is part‘and parcel of the latter.

The white settlers' imbedded distrust of the black indigenes of
Rhodesia did not stem from the Uprisings‘alone but started even earlier.
As early‘as 1895 the Rhodesian Chamber of Mines organized a Labor Fund
~ for recruiting and importing blacks to Rhodesia. The plans did not
materialize immediately due to the outbreak of the Wars of Resistance in
l896,>which perhaps confirmed white’mistrust of the local blacks.
waever, labor recruitmeht by industry, in co-operation with the
Administration, was renewed in 1897 when these organizations began
recruitment from inside Rhodesia, Gaialand, and Northwestern Rhodesia
(the present Barotse Prévince in»Zambia). A year later, the‘Chamber of
Mineé and the Administrétion set up a commission to investigate better
methods of iabor recruitment, paying particular attentioh to the most
conducive wages likely to keep blacké on their jobs. The Matebele
Native Labor Board was formed in Bulawayo'in 1899 by the Chamber of
Minés as a result of the new efforts.  Like its predecessor? it made
little progreés in recrﬁiting black laborers because its target was the
local blacks.

Frustéated by theirbefforts to’fecruit local labor, industry and

the Administration looked elsewhere for labor supply. - In 1900, a
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Southern Rhodesia Native Labor Board was formed; its first recruits were
Arabs<and Indians who proved useless and costly. This disappointment
forced the B.S.A. Co. administration to pass an Ordinahce in 1901
granting pérmission to recruifers to sponsor "the immigratibﬁ of foreign
unskilled indentured labburers."52 Despite the legélization of labor
recrﬁitment, both the Matebele Native Labor Board and the Southern
Rhodesia Native Labor’Boérd were still umable to secure a sufficient
number of laborers. Most local blacks who required work did so for a
very éhdrt fimé; many aliens who were available preferred not to work
under contracts. So, fqr the time being at least, the Administration’'s
effofts to foster this disguised slavery were foiled,

In August, 1903, a new labor board, the Rhodesian Natiyé Labor
Bureau, sponéored and financed by the B.S.A. Co., the farmers' associa-
tions, and fhe Chamber.of Mines came into being. During its infancy,

“the bureau suffered failures in 1904 and 1905 but later succeeded in its

aims.. It was récognized under the Labour Fees Ordinance of‘l906, which
specifically"fixed thevlaborer's‘coﬁdiﬁions of recruitment gnd service
and the employer's conditions for ;ecruiting and contracting workers.
Despite a few Sétbacks during tﬁe_firsf decade of its operafion,'the
R.N.L.B. became responsiblé ?or tﬁe greatest  expansion yet known in
"black immigration.k Table I below‘demoﬁstrates the‘éharp increase during
the first five yeafs of its operation:in importing wbrkers for‘the

mining industry. only.
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TABLE I

BLACK LABOR RECRUITS 1906-1910

ecruits Alien Recruits

~ Year Indigenous R
1906 6,345 11,359
1907 7,673 17,937
1908 10,368 20,563
1909 10,689 121,948
1910 12,739 25,086
Source: Southern Rhodesia Nativé Affairs' Committee Réﬁort, 1910-11

(Government Printers,

The statistics in the table above

made up sixty-four percent. of the

in 1906. A year later, they made

entire half-decade, they composed

Salisbury, 1911), pp. 28-29.

reveal that the alien black workers
total African work force in the mines
up seventy percent. During the

over two-thirds of the labor force in

the mines, while a mere one-third consisted of the indigenes. In view

of such evidence, the importance of black immigration to the Rhodesian

employment trends, population growth, political development, social

composition, and culture must not be underestimated. The whole social

and economic fabric of Rhodesia was affected.

Even though the data above refers to the mining industry alone,

there were many other hundreds of black aliens who entered. other indus-

tries such as farming, factories, railways, other trénsport sections, .

and the domestic-service. For instance, in 1909 and 1910, there were
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11,425 and 13,548 black immigrants respectively employed in those indus-
tries other than mining.

Despite stiff competition with the well-organized and wealthier
Witwatersrand labor recruiting organizations in,South Africa; the
R.N.L.B.'s éfforts demonstrated its worth in 1919 when it'récruited and
distributed 32,720 blacks into the Rhodesian industries. Of the total,
6,116 came from Mozambique; 9,290 from Zambia; 5,074 from Malawi, and
1,551 from other unspecified countries. The remainder, 10,689, were
Rhodesian; According to this record, the black immigrants comprised a
consistent‘twoFthirds of the African labor force between 1906 and 1919.
EVen‘thOugh many of the recruits were on one-year contracts, the majority
eithér renewed their contracts or desertgd and Vanished‘invthe local
. African sociéty. Some were repatriated to their homélands.§

Although'repatriatiph was the‘éfficial policy of the Rhodesian
Administration, a large proportion of the alien blacké.never réturned
to their countries. Fof'instance, in 1902-1903, the R.N.L.B. recruited
some 603 blacks from the British,terrifories in Northeast.Africa. of
these, twenty-eight deserted between Aden and Beira; another eighty-

_ three déserted betﬁeen Beira and Salisbury; an exceptionally high number
of 342 people deserted Witﬁin RhodeSia’itself. Apart from‘theiforty—two
who died, only 108 were repatriated. Those who déserted within the
country vanished into the locai black pépulation and settled perma-

v nently.55 It thus cén be concluded that repatriation.wés not as useful
”-a éafety valve:to preQéntvan exceSs-bf‘black'influx as it was hoped and
claimed to be. The‘deserteré added to.the local African population.

However, the officials did not realize the magnitude of tﬂis immi-

gration at the time. The Administrator of Southern Rhodesia, Sir
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William H. Milton, reported in his annual report for 1903-1904, that the
\totai estimated black population of Rhodesia by March 31, 1904, inclu-~

: sive'bf immigrants, waé 582,000. The indigenes totalled 364,000, and
the remainder were aliens. The black population had increased by fif-
teen‘and a half percent since 1901, when it was estimated at 487,000.
The obvious point is that Milton underestimated the importance of black
immigration when he said, "A small proportion of this increase may be
regarded as due to immigration."56 The statistics simply do not sustain
his tdnclﬁsion, since Very few accurate data on immigration came to his
attention. "A more comprehénsive use of statistical information in

Table II below should shed light on the impact of black immigration on

the Rhodesian African population, culture, and development.

TABLE II

RHODESIAN BLACK POPULATION FIGURES
" 1910 - 1943 (in half decades)

57

Year. _ Total Indiéenes » Alieﬁs
1910 860,000 826,000 33,740
1915 970,000 932,000 37,993
1920 -~ 1,090,000 1,043,572 46,428
1925 1,220,000 1,181,898 38,102
1930 - 1,380,000 - 1,331,381 48,619
1935 | 1,610,000 - 1,538,137 71,863
1940 1,870,000 1,804,001 65,999

1943 ‘ 2,060,000 3 1,987,599 72,401
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The most significant fact to be derived from this table is the imééct of
so many thousands of aliens on the general and particular grewth of
African population. To take two examples only from the figures above,
aliens made up more than 3.92 percent of the black populatien in the
1910419ll.period, and in 1943, they made up over 3.51 petcent of the
‘total African éopulation; Even though these aemographieal figures

" cannot be fully relied on, they demonstrate the impact of immigration
on theARhodesian African population. Later on in this study its total
impact on local culture shell be discussed more fully.

It is imperative that we examine first the countrj into which those
thousands of black aliens moved and the indigenous biacks among whom
they settled, worked, married, and raised families. Most of these
people cherished quite different cultﬁres and customs from those of the
" newcomers. The treatment rendered to the aliens varied in degree from
area to area and depended on hoﬁ akin were their traditioﬁal'and cul-
tural syétems. Marriage and kinship practices, more than ether influences,
determined the kind of.relatioﬁships that developed between tribally

different peoples.
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CHAPTER II
THE COUNTRY AND ITS AFRICAN PEOPLE

As we know it today, Rhodesia, or Zimbabwe, is 150,3331square miles
in area--about the size of Montana. This saucer-shaped counfry varies
in eievation from 1,000 feet above sea level to over 6,000 feet in. other
areas. More than five—eighths of this southern African plateau lies
above 2,000 feet, comprising a central highland which stretches from‘
thg northeastern rim to,thé southwestern border with Botswana.

‘The eastern border folldws a range of mountains which .stretch from
tﬁé southeastern Chimanimani Ranges to the Vhumba aﬁd the northeastern
Inyangani group, which also forms part of the central.watershed. The
range~coﬁtinués to fhe Zambeéi valley, where it is sliced'by a series
of broad plain-like troughs running from the southwest to the east into
the Mozambiquean undulaﬁing plateau. The northern edge of the territory
follows the course of the Zambezi River, which flows from north of the
Victoria Falls in‘a southeasterly direction to the Indian Ocean through
Mozambique.' The major western frontier is a.long stretch of low dry
land, an extension of the semi-desert region of Botswana. In the south,
the narrowest edge of the saucer ié marked by»the Limpopo River, which
separateé Rﬁodesia from the Republic oﬁ South Africa.

The central watershed enjoys moderately coollwinters and hot
summers. The hottest parts of the country are the low valleys of'the

Limpopo,,the Sabi, aqd the Zambezi trough. The eastern highlands are
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rainy‘and cool with luxurient evergreen vegetation. The tropical nature
of the climate of the region enables ifs people to have two distinct
seasons, the wet and dry, rather than four, as is the case in the United
States. The Variatioﬁ of rainfall between the low regions, the central
high plateau, and the mountainous eastern highlands results in three
marked vegetation types: the evergreen forests of the eastern highlands,
the savanna or open woody-grassland of the middle high veld,’and the
low-1lying outer rim valleys blanketed by the baob and mopani trees. The
climate and vegetation are very suitable for the variea types of econo-
mic and industrial activities that utilize its abundant natural resources.

Rhodesia, unlike its neighbors to the north, east, and west, is
rich in mineréls, vast fertile farming landé, and forests. The minerals
include all the known southern African minerals except petroleum. Among
the.most important are gold, chromite, copper, asbestos, mica, tin, and
zinc.. Coal, one of the most plentiful and useful minerals,iis mined at
Wankie. The minerals are found primarily along the main watershed,
though some are preséﬁt in the lbw_valleys.

Of equal importance with mineral wéalth is the férming industry.
Rhodesia's rich sandy loam is ﬁost'suitable for the tillage of a variety
of both.cash an& consumption.crops; The former includes tobacco, the
main césh crop thfoﬁghout the last seven decades of her history. This
crop is raised mainly in the MaShoﬁaland-and Manicéland proyinces,
where it finds its outlet to world markets in the Salisbury Tobacco
Auction floors. Maize (corn) is also one of the major crops for both
the market and local consumption. These two crops occupy the largest
portion of farﬁing land in the territory. The.tillage of the land for

the production of these crops takes more unskilled workers than any
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other crbp'grown in thdesia except the recently introduced cotton.
Throughout the history of Rhodesia, the growth of tobacco and maize
required the employment of many Afriéan laborers, and so aliens were
attracted into the country. The development of the mining and farming
industries_was'largely responsible for the influx of black immigrants

as well as Aéign and‘European settlers during the period under consi-
dération. However, for us to have a clear picture of immigration to
Rhodesia, the fabled golden jewel of Southern Africa, we must first look

at its indigenous people.
1. The Shona

The indigenous Africans of Rhodesia include two major'tribes——the
Shona and the Ndebele. The latter might be considered "early immi-

grants,"

“since theyvcame into the region between 1837 and 1840. The
Rhodesian in&igenesvréferred to as 'Shona' or 'Mashona' Vconsist of
four major clané,'which are fufﬁher subdivided into minor language
groups. The term "Shona" is not an accurate descriétioﬁ of these
people. Iﬁ derives its historical:aﬁd tribal.origin from_tﬁo possible
sources. First, the Ndebele wérd ﬁtshonalgggg,.meaning "the sunset"
could have been coined to describe those Africans wﬁom the people of
Mzilikazi foﬁnd living in the Weét of the te;ritory which‘they even-
tually occupied.’ It is believed in‘Ndebele oral history that when King
Mzilikazi met the_ﬁritish‘Missignary Robert Moffatt about 1830, he was
adviéed‘to settle in the’northWest‘region neér Bulawayo - among the
"Amatshona', or "westerners“.l An alternative to this view is one that
asserts that the Ndebe;é found the indigeﬁes of‘ﬁhié country so peaceful,

unsuspicious of strangers, and naive that they seemed an easy prey to
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Mzilikazi's armies. One who went there alone among them tshonaed,

i.e. "disappeared", and so the Ndebele derogatorily dubbed their hosts
"Amatshona', or 'those who never returned strangers.'" However, this
view attracts little historical credence and rests entirely upon tribal
lore.

‘The Shona comprise four clans: the Karanga, the Korekore, the
Manyika, and the Zezuru. There are Tonga also in the north and north-
west part of the country who have relations with the Zambian Tonga
because they have the same culture and customs which are very different
from those of ﬁhe Shona. In this study all clans referred to above
except. the Tonga will be called Shona. The Shona society‘haé three
‘distinct arial structures: the Ezigé, or country chiefdom; the Dunhu,
meaning ward, district or canton; and the Mggg_(village), which is the
smallest unit in the sfructure other than a family.3 A Shona chiefdom
comprises as many as forty to one hundred wards, each of which may con-
sist of as many as‘six to thirty villages. 1In turn, each village would
‘héve‘as many as four to twenty,faﬁilies (Eiﬁhé)-4

The ﬁucleﬂs‘of a Sh&na country or nyika, is the village. The mana
consists of several_familY»homes scattered in a given geographical area
withouﬁ nécessarily having a specific plaﬁ; the distances between houses
"may vary from several hundreds df yards to even miles. The land sur-
rounding the villége belongs to all its inhabitants in common for
tillage and animal gfazing purposes. Thqugh there are no specific
boundaries between individuél holdings, each villagebcannot infringe
‘upoﬁ the grazing and farming zone of another village. Mostbvillages
are made up Bf kinship units of various exténded families.

The most significant factor about the mana is that it is based on a
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land tenﬁré system which 1is very flexible for the inhabitants. Each
indiVidual or family moves around within a large area without having to
selllqr buy any piece of land. As the Mangwende Reserve Commission
pointed(out,

There was . . . in principle no fixed boundary marking the

limits of a kraal's [village'é] landed interests unless

there was an impending conflict with similarly expanding

interests of other kraals.? ‘

This principle keeps‘not only the village system intact but also that

of thé dunhu and the nyika, even though the nyika boundaries are usually
- well defined by nétural features such as'rivers,.mountains, trees, or
hills. But these boundaries are not regarded as permanent because as
long ;s the population of the Ezigé_incréases and tﬁere are no other
chiéfdoms‘surrounding it, its frontiers steadiiy change as desired and
 approved by tﬁe king.

The structure of ﬁhe éociety also explainé the Shona lénd tenure
system and the ﬁblitical sfructure. Accérding to traditional Shona law,
each individual has a right to a piece of land as long as he is in
active ocguﬁation of it aﬁd asserts a positive interest in it for a
reasonable time in the future. Thére ié‘no such coﬁcept as the rights
of absent landlords. The law protects the rights of an iqdividual to

land even though technically the land does not belong to him. The entire

land in a nyika, dunhu or mana belongs to the nation as-a whole, and so

each‘head of a family holds what land he has in trust from the nation.
The samana (village head); sadﬁnhu (district ghief), and tﬁé sanyika
'(kiné) reéﬁeétively hold the land on behalf of their peopléi Theirs is
a politica} as well as a iegal juriédiction. 7 |

The political format of a nyika follows the social structure

" described above. Unlike the Ndebele, the Shona governmental system is
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decentralized except in times of war. Its funetions depend on a colla-
teral pattern of succession rather than on primogeniture. The kingship
rotates to members of the royal family but can also go to other families
by rotation on the basis of merit. The very nature of this loose struc-
ture discourages the forming of a monopoly of political and military
power by members of one family and eliminates dictetorship, but it is
also susceptible to revolts and secessions by some strong sadunhus who
desire to create their own kingdoms.6

Within this political framework, the king acts on the advice and
consent of both the sadunhus and the samanas or their representatives;
he is responsible to all married males in thevkingdom,as well. Council
meetings (ggze) are held at the gégg and dunhu levels. Decisions at the

dares-are made by majority vote and are transmitted to the king, who

eventually:summons a Great Dare comprising all sadunhus and samanas pius
fhe king's own counsellors. The decisions arrived at the Gfeat Dare by
a majority vote of those present are then implemented by the king as the
laws of the nation. Minor disputes are settled at local levels, and
only serious cases of both civil and criminal nature come to fhe great
couhcil.. All matters relating to war are dealt with at theiGreat Qégg.
However, on rare occasions, the king may imposebhis decision when a
majority agreement is impossible, provided he has the support of the
greater counsellors and pfinces. Such impositions‘usually'result in
either rebellions or secessions by those sadunhus and samanas opposed to
the measures decreed by the king. In view of this, the kings are always
reluctant to use this prerogative except during a war or unless they are
sure that the majority of the sadunhus in particular and the chief coun-

sellors in general support their actions. Generally speaking, once the
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sadunhus accept a measure, the king's council accebts it wiﬁh little or
no change. Diagram I shows the general format of both the éocietal and
political.structure.

In order to understand the iﬁpact of the black immigrants upon
_ this Shqna society, it is necessary‘to examine the social organization
in some greater detail. The village consists of groups of kinsmen
undef the aﬁthority.of a headman ﬁho is generally appointed'by the king
with the advice of the majofity of the married men in the village and
that pf the dunhu counsellors. The membership of the village is based
on kinship, although it may éonsist of many kinship groups and at times
unrelated individuals from distant clans. New entrants aremwelcomed
frbm time té time_as long as they pledge to live peacefully under the
estabiished ruleé and'regulations)of the viilage. At times théy are
required to be felated-to some member of thé village who may or may not .
~still reside in that Village._ Such»entrants may come indiVidually or
as family grouﬁs.

irThere are several ways by which'a grqup‘df kinsmen can become a
village. A Qgggithat expands quickly may break up into two or more new
villages as directed and aﬁproved By the king in council. One village
- may -consist of one man and his entire extended family members who desire
to be a separate village, though still‘paying.aliegiaﬁce to the king and
the sadunhu. Such a man should bé married and the ﬁumber of his family
members or followers should warrant the création'ofvsuch a viliage. |

Another village may start when a man and hié'éntire family members
move into a new kingdom or country and their'number.warrants the forma-
tion of such a villagé. Such manas, generélly fall under close super-

vision by host .authorities until such time that they can prove themselves
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to be friendly and useful immigrants. - The leader first settles under
the contr;l of a local sadunhu before he can attain sadunhu status
himself.

Some villages emerge as a result of a split within the parent
village at the death of a father or a samana, or when certain family
members decide to break away and establish their own village instead of
remaining under their elder brother's jurisdiction. Howe&er, all would
sﬁill remain un&er the authority of the sédunhu, and the creation of
. this new village remains_subject to the king's appro&al. With advice
from the sadunhu, he formally allocates grazing and farming land to the
new samana. |

As we rnoted above, the'ggghg.is a distinct political unit with
well-defined boundaries and political organization. The borders are
‘generally marked by natural features such as rivers, mountains, hills;
or specifically marked £rees, anthills and hilltops. This political
unit includes varying numbers of manas whose headmen pay politicai and
social allegiance to a sadunhu who yields wide political powers.
Aithough kinship remains'impoftant, a sadunﬁu may not necessarily beléng
,fo the largest extended fémily; he must, however, gommand the support of
the king and of all othef headmen of his country. His responsibilities
include ‘the uphblding;of commuﬁal land rights, the protection of the
rigﬁts and interests‘of the community, the arbitration of land and
social disputes betweeﬁ villagés and viilagers, and the adjudication of
all legal conflicts within his spheré of influence. 1In all cases he
works witﬂ some kind of an inne£ court coﬁsisting of his chosen advisors
and all the headmen within his dunhu. He leaves major cases such as

murder and witchcraft to the king's council, of which he is ‘a member.
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It is these two administrative divisions. of the Shona into which many
black aliens settled.

The Shona kinship organization is basically an exogamous patrili-
_neal system based on totemic cian origins. Each person belonging to a

given totem cannot and should not marry a person of the same totem

(mutupo and chidawo). The descendants of a family get the mutupo and
~ chidawo of their legal father and rarely that of their mothef. Thus,
when one addresses a man or his descendant by his totem, one demon-
strates utmost respeét and reverence to him and is said to be well
. mannered.

The genealogy of the kinship Bond ranges from forefather to great-—
grand parents, grand-parents, parents, children, and children's offspring,
which becomes the chizvarwa (generation) of a family. The genealogical
framework of both the rank system and the resﬁect practice puts emphasis
on the patrilineal bond.10

By basing the raﬁkiﬁg on patrilineage, a’definité order of prece-
“dence and succésSion becomes possible, and a particular‘familf can
trace its genealogy'éasily. In order to enlarge itself, such a faﬁily
~should marry women from other families; these eventually form extended
inter-lineages without each losing its identity."The female 1ineage'
becomes the flexible bond representing the potential reprodﬁctive capa-
vcity of the inter—lineage. Womén married withiﬂ such a family group
help increase its size without changing drastically its iaentity. The
family hierarchy remains intact as each male membef marries from other
 lineageshl |

Maritél CUstbms within the Sﬁoﬁa societyiare~strict and vigorously
adhered fo. Although no specific age limit is set, a.girl to be taken
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into marriage should be physically capable of producing healthy children.

She must be a virgo intacto upon marriage and should have no sexual rela-

tions with any man other than her husband unless and until they have
divorced. The boy aé well should have a man's strength to do hard wbrk
vand méintain a family. Like the girls, he should reach puberty befofe
marriage. He should also not have had any previous sexual knowledge.
Prior to marriage, a girl must be examined by elderly women from both
her own family and that of her prospective husband. A boy is also
examined for premarital sex and is tested for possible impotence by his
relatives, especially the grandparents.12

The question of whom to marry is surrounded by a number of restric-

tions. A man cannot marry a‘girl related to him by mutupo énd chidawo.
He cannot also marry any direct relative of either his father or mother.
Ihat ﬁould be incest, a worse taboo. Parénts énd other closg relafives
can choose a girl for him and vice versa. However, a boy may also
choosg a girl of his liking but uses én intermediéry to approach the
girl on his behalf. Once that is dQne, he completes the courting élone
but must seek the approval of. his éunt or uncle to mgfry the girlf

When he gefs it, marriage arrangements are made By eldefs without
necessarily consuiting.the betrothed, whb are only givén the final
arréngements. After love tokens are exchanged, it becomeé illegal for
either pértnér to refuse to enter'into the marriage.contracﬁ.

The participation of elders in the méfriage arrangements andiits
consummation introduces a very important and unique Shona law. Accord-
ing to this unwritten law, marriage is thevjoining'together of two
different families into a new extended family. Its members become

relations; it is not merely the two who are married. In the same
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context, the bride~wealth (robora) paid to the bridegroom's parents is
a token of appreciation. This same fact explains why there is great
insistence on purity on the part of the boy and the girl. Gelfand puts
it neatly when he writes:

Furitj in the eyes of the Shona is virginity, even if there

should be African tribes to the north or south of Rhodesia,

. where sexual relations are permitted before marriage..

Such is virginity regarded as a sign of a fine woman that

after the first night a man has relations with his wife,

he is asked by his father if all is well. Generally he

declares that his wife is pure, where upon all in the vil-

lage are happy. She is accepted in their midst. She becomes

one of the family.l3 '

The eﬁphasis on purity is accompanied by the insistence on good
ménners and behavior. Among the Shdna; a man‘is judged by his respect
and courtesy accorded to others. One shakes hands when greeting another
of his own age and claps his hands first when recéiving anything from
others. Children and youthé greet adults first Without Shaking hands, -

but the minor must clap his hands while crouching. Girls must curtsey

and clap hands when greefiﬁg adults. Minors refer to all unrelated

adults aszaba'or amai (father or mother) or "gfandfatherV or "gréndé

’ mothe;“ respectively when greeting or talking to them. Theée manners
apply when receiving articles, at table, and when speaking to and
answefing éll adults during.conversétions.i Ail»pa?eﬁts'kébilities to
train childreﬁ are judged by the mannérs and behavior of théir children.

Each person's unhu (goodness, personality) is judged by his behavior in

v

both public and private ‘life. Among the Shona, a good persbn is one who
'tellé theieruth all tﬁe time, shdws respect to all blder ﬁeéple, main—v'
, tains gdod relations with one's neighboré; and upholds the 5rotherhood
concept at all times. | | |

Gelfand notes that "A good man exhibits good behavior (tsika)
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towards others and he is liked by people. Unhu is derived from

the distant past. The parents teach their children EEEE'"lA In short,
a good man among the Shona is one who shows good manners,‘génerosity,
truth, and exemplary behavior; one who is a good neighbor and pays
proper respect to all and especially to the king and all counsellors.
It is that person who is not greedy and not a witech or wizard, but one
who pays due respeét to God and the ancestralvspirits of his people.

In a rather descriptive way, the Shona religious practices and
beliefé may be divided into four broad categories which arekclosely
related: the Mwari, the spirit, the diviner-herbalist, and the sorcerer
realms. The first category recognizes belief in a single éupreme God
named Mwari. The second_category refers td the realm of éncestral
spirits in relation to the supreme Mwari. The third classificaﬁion
covers divinatory and magical practices cherished mainly by the diviners
-and hérbalists. ~ This groﬁp deals purely with negative and destructive
forces. A féurth group, that of sorcery, dealsvwith Spiﬁifs of revenge
thich are alien to the Shona.

The Shona Mwari is not po}ytheistic; he is the "One Creator", the
ultimate maséuline authority above all human action. Uniike the Jqdéo—
Christian God, Mwari is less diredtly involved“in:each individual's life
than are his anceétral spirits, énd éo‘the two do not only know each
other but commﬁnicate Qith each othef. The‘anéestral spirits aré the
intermediaries betwéen the Shona and Mwarikgnd can'in turn easily |
COmmunicate‘with the people, because they know each bther. Each Shona .
‘family commﬁnicates its needs, problems and worries to its familj.
ances?ral spirit, whé in turn Spe?ké ﬁo Mwari on behalf of the family,
and Mwari responds through the same channel.‘ Thus, the family spirits

i
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play the intercessory role in family spiritual_needs;

One othef important spiritual realm within the Shona faith is that
of the alien spirits generaliy referred to by most true Shdna clans as
mashave, to use a Shona word. These spirits are those of people from
other lands or from under the ground or water, or any remote and un-
known place. They are introduced by aliens (mabvakure: those who come
from afar), aﬁd so tend to be named by the tribaiiname of ﬁhe person

it represents. One often hears sayings such as "Une shave reZenda, kana

re Nyanja", meaniﬁg, "One is possessed by the evil or alien.spirit of a
Malawian or Nyanja person".15

Most, if not all, alien spirits are characterized by acts of de-
struction, poisoning, healing, or divination. The hosts of such spirits
practice their mysterious actions.only'when such spirits take hold of
them ;nd put them in hysterical trances. They are s#id to render a
pefsdn insané, especially if that berson killed an aiien whose spirit’
eventually returned and entered the murderer for revenge. Such mashave
are feared fhe most, since they require a doctor from the alien's coun-
tfyvto come and remove them from the host. When they avenge, fhe Shona
céll them ngozi (danger). The shave may attack thé actuai wrongdoer or
his descendants and any other member of his family. In view of this,
the Shona took special care to tréat aliens weil unless airected other-
wise by their own national mediators. In the course of history, both
black and white immigrants took advantage of this generous attitude to
intimidate and‘exploit their hosts. The impact of the immigrant oﬁ
these Shona religious practices will be examined‘latgg.

In summary, Shoné religion could be said to be based neither upon

naturism, fetishism, animism nor totemism, but upon a belief in a
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Supreme Being who 1s the Bearer and the Creator, Mwari. He isknot the
deified spirit of some human pfogenitor or somemremote ancestor. To
the Shona, Mwari has all the attributes of eternity, invisibility, and
power to control the universe. He is the God of:experience; as Charles
Bullock puts it vividly, "In the beginning he Emwari) was hére, that is
somewhere above the Earth of which he is the Unseen Owner. He provides
- the feast»of Nature, and gives the fruits of the Earth, and'yet he is

. .o 1
not of it, nor bound to it. 6

2. The Ndebele

A secénd Rhodesian tribe among whom aliéns entered is the Ndebele,
or AmaNdebele, who occupy a stretéh of land'running from the extreme
» northwest to the soutﬁern tip‘éf Rhodesia. These pedple'speak an Ngﬁni
or Zulu dialeét, becausé they were at one time part of the Zulu nation .
in Squth Africa before migrating to Rhodesia in the 18405.17 In this
dissertation, the name Ndebele or AmaNdebele should then be understood
: to:mean only those blacké‘who settled in Rhodesia under King Mzilikazi:
and not the other‘Ndebele of northern Transvaal. We réfer to those
thdeéian~Africans‘who formed a politicalistate; according‘to”traditipn,'
they were of.tﬁe Khumaio:clan.

Thé definition of the Ndebele given above implies that these
people are a homogeneous group of Africans. To suggest so is to be in
error. The ﬁdebele as known in Rhodesia today'areké heterogeneous, war-
like triBe which maréhed from Zululand into Rhodesia and whévconquered
other tribes and assimilated them into their society on théif northward

trek. As a result oflthis tribal intermixture, the Ndebele king resorted

to a type of caste system in Whi¢h all those who came from Zululand
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belonged to the higher caste.

The new nation forged by and under King Mzilikazivcénsisted of
people varied in cultural and traditionél practicés which produced a
.caste’systém in théir society. The rulers had to maiﬁtaiﬁ theif iden-
tity‘if they wére to rule longer and more effectively. The ruling class
énd the descendants of the original Khumalo clan formed the upper class

' who

which was called the AbeZansi, i.e., "those of the chieftaincy,'
came from Natal. They’were the most importan; and the most respected.
They often kept themselves exclusive in housing as well as in.social
activities. They married only those men and women of the Zansi totem
»rank such as the thmalo, Dlodlo, or Mlotshwa families. It was both
illegal and taboo for any of them to ma;ry ffom any‘of the lower castes.
.Lower in rank than the Zansi were the abeNtsha, meaﬁing the "new-
coﬁers” into their'Society, The group included all those Africans whom
v the Zansi had conquered in northern Trénsvaal, among whom were the Sotho,
TsWaﬁé, and some Venda. Once captured; thé meﬁ were absorbed into
‘ Mzilikazi's army, and the women were given to lower ranking soldiers;
‘all remained slaves within the Ndebele society.
_The third 1ével within fhe.Ndébeie caste structure was that of the
Amaloli, meaning the "dirty, inferior,idégenerate outcasts;” At times
- they were called amaSwina, especially those who were slaves of the Sﬁona
clans.’ Thése amaHoli comprised the lowest social strata énd consistedb.
of the captives and their descendants. Depending on the occasion, they
were also called Abetshabi, "the filthy scum of sbciety." However, at
timeé the Ndebele respected these people and called thgm by their tribél

or clan names.

As captives and slaVes, these people were éxtremely segregated and
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discriminated against. The men in particular were at the lowest end of
the caste system and suffered the most. They were deprived of any
political rights, even though they participated in all battles on the
side bf the Ndebele. ‘Significantly, with a gradual increase in inter-
caste marriages, such discrimination steadily diminished, especially
between the Zansi, the abeNtsha, and the abeNtsHa and the Tshabi women.
The ruling families remained intact and in full control, however, and
their men and women remained sacrosanct.1

The Ndebele political structure follows roughly the social pattern
vjust described above. However, the govermmental system sﬁould be under-
stood in the context of a warring people. To the 6ld Ndebele, war was
a 'vocation, and all his energies were geared toward it. Whenever and
wherever men gathered, the discourse centered on war and the methods of
warfare. Two general philosophies explain this'attitude. First and
foremost, fighting in war was man's highest duty to his king; secondly,
most men‘behefitted from the spoils of war, and it waé oniy in war thét
each man demonstrated his courage, stréngth, and military acumen.
Cowards were humiliated, laughed at, and barred from the king's cere-
’monieé. The king was the source of all military action. |

Kingé like Mziiikazi or Lobengula had supreme power and authority
inherited from the royal Khumalo clan on a patrilineal basis. He was
an absolute monarch who wielded his power despotically, aﬁd allegianqe
~to him was a reﬁuiremént; he centralized ali go&ernmental activities and
deprived every subject of the right to choose. However, such a despotic
s&stem was understandable, taking inté considération the fact that his.

nation consisted of people from many different clans who woﬁld be prone



50

to either deny his lordship or rebel and secede with their own kinship
‘1eaders.

To help the king run the kingdom was a division of fhevérmy com-
manders called indunas. These consisted of two groups. The Chief
Induné held powers similar to those of a prime minister in a Western
system. He had the right to sign treaties in the absence of the king.»
An example of this was Mncumbata, who signed a treaty in 1836 with the
Cape Province Government on behalf of King Mzilikazi. The second group
of indunas whp made up the king's council were mainly the military
commanderé of the highest rank who were members of the royal family and
those most trusted and closest to him.19

The third pdlitiéal as well as military division of the Ndebele
goﬁefnment was the Umphakathi, an inner council which consisted of
leading chiefs of the kingdom. They formed a pérmanent body to help
the king with his judicial deliberations. Generally, no member of the
inner COuncil was allowed to,expfess:dissent;'the king's wishes enforced
iﬁevitable unanimity in all council ﬁeetings} Oppoéition to the coun4 ‘
cil's.deqisions-was outright treason, punisﬁable by death. Membershi?
to the chiefs' cduncil, the army comhand, andlthe king's council was
reserved for the king's closest blood relations. . in short, the king
bru1ed in council. The army itself consisted §f>four divisions composed
of males of sixtéen years ofvage and older. The four divisions were
éituated in four areas of the country where they maintained law and
order.zo |

The Ndebele kinship begins with a familybthat is formed by a

marriage between a male and female who belong to two unrelated families.

This exogamous nature of kinship makes it agnatic, assuming that those
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who marry do not have a common isibongo (totem). It means that James
Ndlovu, for example, can marry Jane Dube because their isibdngos,
Ndlovu and Dube respectively, are ﬁot'cdmmon clan names.21 ~Just as
patrilineage is important in political organization, so is it in the
kinship lineages. Rank and séx within the lineage is very important;
males afe rendered greater respect than women, but the latter of more
advanced age receive more and greater respect than unmarried men. The
kinships are wider than among the Shona, and a Ndebele would-be said to
have; by classificatory nomenclature, a number of fathers, mbthers,
brothers, and sisters. Like the Shona, the Ndebele regard>incest a
taboo punishable by either death, heavy fine, or total ostracism.
ﬁdebele kinship system embraces another cultural concept common
ta the -Shona also: this element is the art of respect or honor parti-
cuiarly assbciatea'with the ubuntu ideal. To them, a really good pefson
is one whé respects and honors others--someone with good maﬁners. A
woman is a good mother if shé respects her husband, her father-in-law,
énd mother—in—law, and if she teaches her children té do likewise. She
should nét address her in-laws by their names but by their totem; the
man should do the same.

Closely related to kinship is the marriagé practice among the
Ndebele. Like the Shona, they prdhibit marfiége between related persons.
' They, however, go further and require thét people of ceftain cléns and
even tribes should nof,marry. This applies.particularly to the Zansi
families among whom the practice is still very alive, especially in the
rural areas of Matebeleland.22 However, with the passage of time,
interclaﬁ marriages have become common among the lower castes of sqciety.

Virginity is still regarded. the highest goal of a "good future wife"
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even though the social restrictions that ensured it have since gone by
the board, and young people indulge in sexual intercourse af very early
ages due to the influence of urbanization.

The Ndebeie believe in a Supreme Being, Nkﬁlunkulu, who is con-
cerned with'the general and particular welfare of the nation. Their
belief in Nkulunkulu began in Zululand. He is believed to have taught
the ancestors of the Ndebele all the arts of medicine and divination,
and is assuﬁed'to have come from a bed of reeds.23 The Supreme Being,
also called Somandla, "all powerful', is approached through the ances-
t;al spirits of the royal family and the kidg's religious adviser, who
afebHis earthly reﬂresentative81 The kingvcan invéke his royal ancestors
to intercede witﬁ Somandla to send the people rain or end a plague.

- Witbin Rhodesia, Somandla worship seeﬁs to have been superéeded by the
'Shona‘worship of Mwari? which is probably the fesult of the increase of
the Shona Tshabe among the Ndebele. The Ndebele have thus more recently
called their God uMwali and appear to have'conferredbon Mwari all the
powers, prestige, and rituals 6nce:reserved for Somandla. Contrary to
the Shona belief, the Ndebele never associate Mwari (Mlimo) with the
outbreak of disease, plaéue, locusts, or national disasters.24 Mﬁari
has become a national God for whomAthey-maké pilgrimages to the Matopo
Hills to ask him for rain. However, the majority still worship Somandla,
whom ﬁhey approach through ancestral spirits who interdedeiforkthem tob
Him. In short, the religion of-the Shona and the Ndebele is similar in
many ways;'the influence of the immigrants oﬁ their ways of worship was

similar as well.
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3. The Tonga

ﬁany historians have offered various theories abeut the origins of
the Rhodesian Tonga. Some suggest that they came from the southwestern
part of Rhodesia and meved north to settle in the Zambezi valley.
Others .argue that the Tongalmigrated from the Bunyai and Kafue‘regions
of Zambia, crossed the Zambezi River and settled on the Rhodesian side
of the valley. This assertion is substantiated by Daﬁid Livingstone's
reports which claim that he found the Tonga in the Kafue valley in 1860.
Fufthermore, the linguistic and cultural similarities and ties of the
Tonga on both sides of the ZambeziAsuggest that the northern side was
ﬁoreﬂthan likely ‘the original home of the Toﬁga.25 However, the Tonga
on the Rhodesian side have changed so much that they have'lqst a gfeat
deal of their origiﬁal cultural and linguistic traits.

*“Tﬁe Tonga of Rhodesia call the region they occupy Butonga. They
~ occupy threevdistricts in north and northwest Rhodesia,'namely Wankie,
Hurungwe, and Sebungwe; though these districts do not cofrespond to the
commonly cherished cultural divisions,of the Tonga. Among them live a
sizeable number of Shona clans,Aespecially the Korekore, the Shangwe,
and some Budya. At present, a few Zezuru and Ndebele live among them
as well.

The Tonga claim thet there are two major customs that distinguish
them from othef Rhodesian Blacks: their custom of extracting the upper
‘iﬁcisorsband caniﬁe teeth, and the tradition of the ingoma dance, which
consists ofia team of drummers and flute players who play to the accom-
pehiment‘of a female chorus. The girls' noses are pierced and decorated
with’beautiful beadﬁork end reeds, while men and boys have no incisors

and canines.
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Despite these two customs, the Tonga also have many other social
institutions characteristic of their tribe. For instance, all Tongas
practice matrilineal 1nheritance and succession; they have exogamous
family groupings subdivided into small lineages. Religiously, they
believe aﬁd practice that the mizimu (ancestral spirit) is inherited in
the form of a shade. This cult of shades dominates their kinship and
locel organization; local shrines to the mizimu concerned with rain
and fertility of the land are common.

Even though they all speakAthe same Tonga language, each community
or region.has its own dialect and institutions. Socially, they vary in
organization in minor areas bﬁt have basic commonalities. The clans are
exoéamohs with different clan groups; some clans have joking patterns
whilevothers do not have them. In many instances the people are related
to each other by clanship rather than by family lineages. Along thisA
line of relafionship, male members of a clan are referred. to as "fathers"
and female members as 'mothers or grandmothers" without parent lineages.

The majority of the Tonga arrange marriage by paying robora, and
like other Rhodesian indigenes, they forbid incest and render heavy
punishment for any incestuous activities. The Tonga also pfactice
infant be;rethal and follow a systeﬁatic-method of working for ome's
bride-to-be. Where bridal wealth is directly paid, some families share
it between in-laws of the married couble, but with others, the bride's
kinfolk share it among themselves. 1In ehort,'tge Tonga are generous,
resolute people in their approach to life. They are straightforward,
simple, and unceremonious. They take each day's concerns of life with
"an ebullient and rude humour disconcerting to the outsider.",26

The Africans discussed above were the major indigenous tribes who
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came in contact with the alien immigrants who are the subject of this
study. It was essential that we examine the culture, political systems,
and kinship patterns of these groups so that we can understand the

impact of the immigrants.
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CHAPTER TII
THE EUROPEAN ADVENT AND BLACK IMMIGRATION

Af ter describing the people of Rhodesia among whom the immigrants
settled, we now examine the role of the European bn alien immigrétion
to this territory during the period from 1890 to 1945. We shall
examine European industry, noting mining, railways, other forms of
transﬁorg, agriculture, and urban industries. The first three are
discu;sed comprehensively and the last ones very briefly, because it is
thebfirst three which played a greater role in the immigration process.

The first whites to settle in Rhodesia were a group of carefully»
selected Bfitons who hoped to establish a "little Britain" in Rhodesia.
Over pinety péréent of them came from middle and upper middle—class )
families, and most had some milifary or colonial experience. The aim
of the B.S.A. Co. was ;o‘create a typicél British society. "The major
economic reéson was to mine gold and precious stones and to providé
the settlers with as much opportunity as possible to get rich. To
Rhodes, occupation of Rhodesia was an economic as weli as a diplomatic
move to fulfill his dream.to have ;he British occupy the Cape-to-Cairo
belt of Africa. To the settler, itbwas wealth through gold miningbthat
was important. The Company, too, aimed at obtaining riches from the

country's natural resources through mining.

58
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1. Mining and Immigration

The history of mining in Southérn Rhodesia began centuries before
the arri?al of the white man. The first gold miners in the area were
aboriginal blacks who must have had extensive contact with the Arab
world. Both oral and archeological evidence points to the fact that
identification of Rhodesia with the Biblical land or Ophir is not a far-
fetched theory; no other credible explanation has so far been advanced
to discredit it. Gold, copper, iron ore, and silver were mined and
worked in what is now Mashonalénd and Manicaland prior to both the
Portuguese expeditibns in the area in the sixteenth century and the
English occupation in '1890.

Beforg the nineteenth céntur?, gold mining took two forms: “rock-
bquarry mining (extracting gold from quartz reefs) and allﬁvial gold
mining7 Rock~quarry mining was précticed as‘early as 1400; before the
Portuguese visited the'area. Tﬁe black mining engineers split rocks
through créé§es and extracted gold ffom the fock. At‘timés undergfbund
"mining was undertaken, but when they reached sections with Wateribelow
the'surfaéé, miniﬁg was abandoned; In some areas miﬁing continued
becauSe‘the‘miners used stone and timber pillars to prop up walls.
Minesvof this kind were diécovered»by fhe‘early whites; somé«such mines
still exist today, such as the WOrking at Pickstdng Mine in Gatooma,
which ié stiil operating. .fhe minefs generally-uéed fire to‘brgak rocks
before extracting gold. African goldsmifhé were seén also by an ea?ly
Britiéh prospector, Thomas Bainés; who visited the Lomagundi region in
1870.l |

Alluvial gold miﬁing appears to have been practiced for over two

thousand 'years before the coming of the Portuguese and continued until
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the afrival of the British prospectors and settlers during the:last
three decadés of the nineteenth century. Gold washers followed river
banks, scooped up sands and rocks,vandbwashed them in search of gold.
How muéh»gold was obtained by this method is impossible to guess. Other
minerals mined were copper, iron:ore, and silver. Copper and iron ore
were extensively mined when the Portuguese arrivedband when thé British
invaded the territory. Mining in Rhodesia could be said to have under-
gone through four phases: the age of the black miners; the Portuguese
era ﬁp to 1890; the British era beginniﬁg about 1890; and the twentieth-
century epoch. The third and fourth periods are the concern of this
aiscussion.

When the British South Africa Company occupied Mashonaland in 1890,
it ﬁrbmulgated mining ordinances which required mining companies to
mine fof gold and to give fifty percent of their mining royélties to
bthe BfS.A. Co. These regulations insured that the Company received
its pfofits; heaVy penalties were prescribed‘for violations, and indi-

_ vidual‘miners were prohisited. ~Because of the high rate of royalties,
mining coﬁpanies resented the regulations and féught a long legal
battléf By the close of the century, they had won a.loweriievy of .
thirty percent. The Company's earlief measures were certaiﬁly of a
profiteering nature designed to enrich shareholderé qﬁickly.

Despite the strict mining regulgtions imposed by the Company, fhe
gold mining industry continued té expand and éontfibuted greatly to the
black immigration trends in the térritory. Between 1902 and 1918, the
Company amended many éf its mining regﬁlations and allowed independent
individual miners to mine gold.for profit. As a result of this relaxa-

tion of minihg rules, the number of gold mining claims more than tripled.
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A brief examination of gold mining and the system of claims demonstrates
how the industry attracted thousands of immigrants of all colors from
all over the globe.

In 1892, in the Umfuli District, there were 3,106 claims méde
above the 28 mines which were already in operation. Altdgether, the
‘mines in the region yielded over 779 ounces of pﬁre gold for that year;2
During the same year, three other gold mining districts showéd some
appreéiable growth. In the Mazoe District, there were 1,230 registered
claims, and 280 of them»had been inspected fér operation. »Thirty syndi4‘j
cates and fhirty private diggers together employed 1,400 Africans in
»their:mines.

In the Victoria ProVince, the claims totailed 2,047, 6f which only
558 were éertified for business.. The major mining companies in the area
were the Hippo,ithé Cambrian, the Texas, an American company, and the
Tokwe{ These employed Africans mainly from South Africa and Mozambique. 
In the Manika District, gold claims lay along a six-mile wide gold reef
south ovamtali town; the rest of the claims and mines belonged to |
mining gianfs like the Cém and Motor, Agency’Reef, the Champibn Day
Dawn, the Dunn's Crand Extension East, the Grand Manica, the Little
Chief, the New Eidorado, the Penhalonga, the Quagga, the Rezepde, and
vthé Revue companies. Like the mines in the Victéria Distript; these
also attracted many Shanganis, the Venda and Hlengwe from northern
Transvaal.

The period 1902-1903 showed an increase in the miniﬁg profits for
both the Company and the mining syndicates. The revenue from all forms
of mining totalled ®80,891, 17s in these two years, while gold produc-

tion was 201,107 ounces. There were more than one hundred thousand
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claims for surface gold mining, and 108 alluvial claims. Nearly 3,230
other mineral claims, including coal, copper, silver, zinc, and iron
ore were also made in the area. In comparison with the figures for 1892,

totals for 1902-03 show a greater increase in mining. The progress in

the mining industry for 1904 can be summed up in the following figureé:3
Total number of claims . . . . . . . « « « .« « - . . 2,383
Weight of gold mined T 236,570
Total value of gold . . ; e+ 4 e« « « 4 4 « « « . 1845,359
Weight of silver mined . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,208 oz.
Weight of lead . . . . . . . « ¢ ¢« « o « « + + 225 tons, 913 1b.

The increase in mining operations continued until the advent ofi
World War I. There were well over four hundred gold mines in the
céﬁntry, 14 of which produced over 388,544 ounces of gold; 80 others
producéd 230,896 ounces, and some 394 small mines yielded 70,514 ounces
in 1913. By 1914 the nﬁmber of small mines had decreased and that of
giant companies increased by over‘thirty—five pércent. The ten years
~after 1904 were definitely years of a gold mining boom for both the
B.S.A. Co. and the mining coﬁpanies, as demonstrated below in Table III.A.

Several significant facts emerge from the information in Table III.
First, the increase in the value of gold mined was caused by the availa-.
Eility of cheap labor, the introduction of machinery, an increase in
gold‘prospecting, and the rise in thé Qalue of gold on the international
market. Second, the rise in the net'value}bf gold in 1914 to approxi-
mately three and one-half million pounds was due to an increase in
production, since a record of 854,480 ounces of gold were mined in Rho-
desia during that year.. Third, the B.S.A. Co. and the mining companies
had resolved to make as ﬁuch profit with as little expenditure ;s

possible.
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TABLE III

VALUE OF MINED GOLD, 1910 to 1914

Year _ - Value of Gold in &
1910 | 2,568,198
1911 | 2,647,896
1912 | | | 2,707,369
1913 | 2,903,269
| 1914 © 3,580,209

_Source: N. H. Wilson (compiler), Notes on the Mining Iﬁdustry
of Southern Rhodesia (Salisbury: S.R. Geological Survey,
1930), p. 16. :

The constant rise in gold’production confifmed the company
officials"belief about the presence of abundant mineral wealth in
Rhodesia. Encouréged by the quality’and quantity of gdld available,
they inteﬁsified their search for other precious‘metals than gold.

The production of cher minerals showed a similar upward trend
during the next ten years. The silver yield reached a record high of
150,793 ounces which was valued at 514,277. Other minerals with high

yields were coal, 349,459 ounces, chrome, 48,207 ounces, and diamonds
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valued at %£3,985 for the one mining year. Such expansion in mining
attracted thousands of people into Rhodesia. The courntry experienced
another "Gold rush" like that of California in 1849 and that of the
Witwaﬁersrand after 1885. The Africans of Central Africa were no
'exceptioné to this pull of gold and its economic advantages.

The period between 1914 and 1923 saw international and local up-
heavals which affected the mining industry considerably. The outbreak
of World War I resulted in a drop in production, especiaily at the close
of the war when gold production dropped from about 855,000 ounces per
year in 1914 to less than 594,000 ounces in 1919'.5 The Blacks who
'.immigrated:were mainly fhe skilled Shangani miﬁersvwho took over jobs
previously reserved for whites. The political scene was one of turmoil,
.as the relations between Rhodesian whites and the Brifish Government
deteriorated. The settlers demanded self-government, and in a referen~
dum- they voted'against unification With‘South Africa. Thatconstitutional
act certainly tipped tﬁe_mining and immigration scales in favor of the
Rhodesian white settler. |

As a result of the.pdlitical change of 1923, the mining industry
immediately éxperienced a sécond boom, ied by the Southern Rhodesian
miniﬁg giants, the fabled Globe and Phoenix, Cam and'Motor Co., the
Shamva Mining Co., the Lonely Co., thé;Old Rezende, the Falcon Co., the
Chicago Black Bess, and the Acturus Syndicate. FEach produced an average
of over 10,000 ounces of goldbper year in 1924 and thereafter.6

When Rhodesia received responsible government in 1923, the net
value of minerals had reached‘§4,300,652 per aﬁnum. It showed an even
higher record in 1924: h4,478,499. Both’Africén indigeneé and aliens

contributed in the production of minerals which yiélded that revenue.
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By 1934; ﬁany developments in the mining industry had taken place.
Many of the small companies were out of business, having either shut
down or been bought out by the larger ones. The Big Eleven mentioned
earlier remained in business, but-competing each othér. Cam and Motor
Co. sfill led the group in production; the Chicago-Gaika Co. had dropped
to the last position in the production bracket. In the same year, the
Big EieVen pfoduced 302,329 ounces of gold among themselves——forty-three
perceﬁt of the total gold output for that year. The statistics do not
coﬁpare favorably with those of the two previous years when they pro-
~duced over sixty percent in 1932, and nearly fifty-three percent in
1933.  But the total annual outp;t declared was a record high since the
period 1915-1917, when gold output Qas 915,029 ounces on the average.7
Accompanying a drop in mineral prbduction during the period between
1934 and 1945, th¢re was a slight drop in the number of African immi-
granté employed iﬁ/the Rhodesian mines. For inStance, there were
78,339 locél and alien Blacks in the mines in 1943 compared with an
estimated 141,822 in the agriculturél industry during the same year.

It was Becoming clear thét gold was not as inexhaustible as tﬁe early
settlers thought.

Still, the expanéion in minihg had ushered in vigorous economic
.development in Rhodesia wﬁich was largély responsible for the massive
black immigration to the terfitory. Wagés‘in Rhodesia were higher than
elsewhere in Central Africa except in South Africa, and so the road to
Rhodésia seemed tolleéd to a.glorious economic future for the African
laborer ready to exchange his labor for money . Conditions'of service
in Rhodesian mines were comparatively attra;tive. Food, tﬁe main con-

cern of all, was provided in addition to the very attractive wages paid
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to alien workers; free housing was slso available. But once the work
contracts for the immigrants expired, it was either return home to lower
wages and inferior standards of living, or stay in Rhodesia bermanently
where the immigrants were given preference over the indigenous blacks.
Thé full impact of mining on African immigration is demonstrated in
Table XI.

The statistics Hemonstrate some important conclusions that can be
drawn about black immigration and the employment trends in the Rhodesian
mining industry during the twenty-two years. -Immigrant smployment
increased Between 1923 and 1934 while that of indigenes lagged behind.
Considering that alien workers were expatriates, it remains clear that
simmigration increased beyond the numbers of tnose repatria;cd. In 1935,
there were over 12,000 aliens more than those who came in 1534, compared
with iess than 3,000 local Africans who entered che mining employment.
That is, four times as many alien immigrants as local Africsns took up
jobs in thé minesi ‘Although this trend continued to rise, fhere was a
vminimal-drop‘in,l937., From 1938 to 1945 the total number of black
immigrant workers in the mining‘industry rosc from an annuaivaversge of
over 86;000“tovovsr 169,000 workers. Local Africans in mining rose from
76,000 to an average of 100,000 workers per year.

In conclnsion, the mining indUstry was responsible for the early
increase in African immigration because the alien blacks were given
preference over the indigenous peoples. The decline in the mining
" sector diverted immigrants to tne transport and railroad Systems and to

farming;
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2. Transport Systems and Immigration

One other major factor responsible for blaqk immigration was the
development of the tramsport and communication system,.whicﬁ included
railwéys, roads, and bridge construction, and the telegraphic industry.
Of all these, railroad construction was responsible for bringing the
most alien blacks. The occupation of Mashonaland in 1890 by the B.S.A.
Co. settlers necessitated the construction of bettef and more reliable
transport éystems than the ox-wagon trails. Railways were-nécessary
for bringing in machinery for the mining industry and for taking gold
out df the country. Good allfweather roads were also néeded, since‘the

- ox-wagon system had become too slow, very cdstly, and inadeduate for a
rapidly growing economy. - |

The need for a better and faster transport network compelled Cecil
Rhodeé to put his own fortune into the railway construction‘projeét,

" .First he hoped’that this would be part of his Cabe—to—Cairo'failway
dream,'and so he began to extend the Cape Colony railwéy tﬁrough.

v Transvaal and Botswana to Rhodesia. Second, Rhodes signed a treaty on
June ll,'1891, with the Pbrtuguese Government on behalf of the B.S.A. Co.
which provided for building a railway from Beira to Salisbury via

- Umtali. A Britiéh royal decree‘soon grantéd the then‘newly formed
Mozambique Company the right to construct the liﬁe and to form a consor-
tiumbﬁith other(British or Portuguese companies.

thodes took.a personal interest in the project and visited Beira ih

‘September, 1891, to assess for himself the_féasibility of the railroad.
Meanwhile, the Mozambique Company sold its .concession to Henry T.
van Lau, an Afrikaner who was also involved in the railroadvconstruction

business. However, a newly established British Railway Chartered
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Company bought the Beira Railway Concession from van Lau on July 12,
1892.‘ The emerging company became the Beira Railway Company, which
began the construction once the surveying was complete, Wifh the‘help
of Rﬂodes and his closest friends and allies, it began to import first
Indians and then blacks from South Africa, Malawi and ﬁozambique to
work on the line. Some Africans came from as far as Tanzania, Somalié,v
and Arabia. The Shangani of both Mozambique and Rhodesia became more
useful as‘skilled railroad construction workers. By mid-June, 1894, the
company had employed over 2,000 Africans from all territories, many of
whom were alien to Mozémbique and Rhodesia.9

The construction of the Beira-Umtali line was fraught with many
hazards and disasters. Many people died from malaria and accidénts
during constfuction. Due to malaria, high mountains, extensive maréhy
plains, and exéessively long rainy seasons, the line took longer to
complefe than the south~to-north lipe from the Cape Province. Con; :

: stpuction on the Beira 1inevbegan‘in 1892 and did nét reéch Umtali until
May,v1899;.~0ncé‘this railroad was completed, blacks from'Maléwi énd
Mozambique began to‘stream into’Rhodesia along the liné as work~seekefs,
in Rhodesian mines and railway construction projects.

The éouth—to—north line was quickly constructed due to the favor-
able climate and terrain and easy accéés to materials, This was an
extension of the Cape Provincé line to Mafeking en route to Botswana,

It was extended from Mafeking beginning in May, 1893, and by October,
1895, the line had reached the border of ﬁotswhna. When the Waf of
Resistance broke out in 1896, Rhodes éncouraged the construction com~
panies. to speed up work so that the B.S.A. Co. poiiée‘fighting the

Ndebele and the Shona could be efficiently reinforced., By November 4,
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1897, the line reached Bulawayo, some six months before the Beira-Umtali
liﬁe reééﬁed Rhodesia. The railway company from South Africa brought
with it a large gang of black workers, among whom were Fingoes, Tswanas,
Vendas, and tﬁe Batswana. The majority of these did not return to
South Africa but were required to serve as skilléd railway workers
supervising the other African workers from the north and Wiﬁhin Rhodésia.
The Bulawayo-Gwelo line met the Salisbury—Gwelo'Section in Gwelo
on December 1, 1902. Thus, by 1902 Rhodesia had been linked with both
the Atlantic and the Inaian Oceans and the outside world. The railroads
.ﬁad been completed'at a time of great expansion. The Rhodesia Railways
Company 6wned 1,396 miles of railroad, while the Mashonaland Railway
Compéﬁy posseésed 607 miles. The Beira Railway Company owned and
. operétea 168 miles;vthe Beira Junction Railway Company also owned '35
ﬁiles. The Shabani Railway Company Ltd. operated the 63-mile rail_line
from Shabani to the main line running south to Capetown. dne other
major company owning réilroads and employing Africans was thé Blinkwater
Railwgy, whicﬁ operated the 123-mile line between Fort Victoria and :

¥

‘Gwelo. - Each of these companies employed more black aliens whom they
regarded more skilled than iocallones.lo
The completion. of the railways made it easier for the African

aliens to enter the country illegélly. They walked along the tracks

until they reached the border and then crossed the boundary through the

'forests._.Such immigrants weré insultingly called matevera njanji
(failway trekkers) by‘the indigenoﬁs blécks.  fhe completion of railways
also made it possible’for recruiting agencies to impdrt large nﬁmbers

of African aliens at a lower cost than by bringing them in én lorries

or ox-wagons, as was the practice in the beginning. The proper maintenance
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of the railways required alien black workers who were content with lower

wages. Table IV below illustrates how the railway system contributed to

black immigration between 1921 and 1946.

TABLE IV

-ALIENS EMPLOYED IN RAILWAYS, 1921 to 1946

Period Number of Alien Employees
1921 5,452
1926 7,436
1931 14,857
1936 5;778
1941 6,891

1946 8,161

Source: S.R.GI, Government Census-Reports’for the years
1921-1946.

Other sectors of the ﬁransport industry which contributed to black
immigration were road, bridge, and telegraph construction which developed
parallel with the railways. During the same period, 1921 to 1946, for
instance, road building employea 879 black aliens in 1921; 4,577 in 1931;
11,819 in 1936; some.S,OOO peoplebin 1941 and about 4,300 in 1946. Nomne
of these aliens was reported to have returned to his home country.ll In

summary, both the railways and the roads were responsible for African
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immigration as much as was the mining industry.
3. Agriculture and Immigration

The Bﬁodesian agricultural industry had its significant share of
blackkimmigration to the country. This industry began very modestly in
1897 as a small section of the Land Department, designed primarily to
promote the interests of a small farming community. It continued under
the contrpl of this department until 1901, when a Secretarybfor Agri-
qulture and Lands was first éstablished by the Rhodesian Administration
to promote research in farming and forestry. Shortly thereafter,
hundreds of farmers and fortune éeekeré organized themselves into
farmers' éssociétions such as the Matebeleland Landowners and Farﬁers'
Assoéiation and the Mashonaland Farmefs' Aésociation.12 kThe associa—‘
tions began to pressure the Administration for.more_cheép African labor.

Ihe farmers demanded that indigenous Africans be forced'to work on
vvtheir férms; mény of them regafded the African in Rhodesia as part of
the spoils of their victory in the wars of 1896-1897. As Robiﬁ H;
'Palmer observes, -

. For the fortune hunters of Rﬁodesia, therefore, Africans

were simply part of the spoils of victory; their labour,

their cattle, their land and their women could be taken

with impunity, without fear of retribution.

The Company aﬁd farmers believed in this strongly, and so resorted to
pressuring the Administratioﬁ to adopt compﬁlsory African labor. The
indigenous Africans resisged the measures and appealed to the British
Government, which took the allegatioﬁs_seriously and appointed a com-
mission of inquiry into the treatmeﬁt of Africéns in 1897.14

The}commission arrived at vefy signifitant conclusions on the

subjeét after a thorough investigétion. It concluded: (1) that
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compulsory labor undoubtedly existed in both Mashonaland and Matebele-
land; (2) that the various Native Commissioners enforced thisllabor
for the different requirements of the Government and the mining indus-
try, Both companieé and private persons; (3) that the N.C.s tried to
recruit the Africans by requiring each chief to provide them with
Africans éollected by force. When these findings became known in
Britain, the practice Qas outlawed and thé Rhodesian Administration and
farmers turned qutside the territory for a laBor supély.

Each year more acreage was put under the plow and the demand for
cheap labor increased. The first crop grown widely was maize (corn).
From 1913 to 1923 the acfeage under maize increased-from 93,950 to
166,019 acres. An average of over 133,000 acres of land per year waé'
put td maize»growing during those ten years.15 In addition to corn
gfowiﬁg, tobacco was introduced at the turn of the century. This crop
had a brighter future on the international market, and itsbgrowth in |
thdesia would ease the'eqonomic problems of the territory's farmers.,
Once introduced, it beéame!very clear that the crop required even mofe o
plentiful cheap labor; therefore? concentration on tobacco growing
ushered'in a period of unprecedented African immigration from Zambia
and Malawi.

In 1900, there were only two acres of tobacco in the whole country’
éutside the Melsetter experiment stations. But between 1903 and 1904,
well over a hundred locai farmérs had turned to tobacco growing. Three
years_later; 610 farmers were growing. tobacco and emplbying in the
process an estimated African 1abor’forcé’0f 73,0763 this was four times
as many Africans as those employed in 1964. The expansion in tobacco

growing and the subsequent increase in African immigration was due to
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a greater demand for Rhodesian Turkish tobacco on the London‘market.

In 1910, the farmers introduced Virginia tobacco from the‘United
States and éxpanded‘its growth throughout the country. In co-operation
with the Govermment, farmers' associations built auction floeors in
Séiisbury, and the Administration built processiﬁg factories. The
availability of these facilities also engouraged an increase in the
growing and production of both Turkish and Virginia tobacco. For
instance, duriné the 1911-1912 growing season, tobacco farmers produced
bver one million pounds of tobacco and employed some 13,511 alien African
workers.l7 When World War I broke out in 1914, tobacco growing decreased
because many farmers wenf to fight, and tobacco acreage dropped from
abou# 6,000vacres'in the 1913-1914 growing season to 1,310 acres in
1915—1916. Acreage began to'pick up again about 1918, and by the 1921-
l922ygrowing season, tobacco acreage had ﬁore than doubled; However,
the war»had very little effect on immigration, as many Africans from the
north continued to come into Rhodesia._18

The impact of the agricultural industry on Afriéan immigration
continued to>increase during the period from 1923 to 1946 as more land
was devoted to tébacco growing, and the labor.force expanded. For
examﬁle,-while there Qere‘58,542,alien Africaﬁs employed in farming in
1922, four years later there were 72,118. }While in 1931 the number fell
to slightly over 67,000, the nﬁmber of black immigrants in;agriculture
in 1936 reached 83,061. From 1941 to 1946 their numbers swelled from
88,0q0 to moré than 150,000 pgrsoﬁs;lg ‘Agficulture played an important
role in bléck.immigration to Rhodesia. As the reader can observe, there
wereyalways more alien Africansvin agriculfure than indigenes, a conse-

quence of the white Rhodesian farmer's preferenCekfor'aliens.
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One other interesting fact about the alien immigrants who worked
in the agricultural industry were the sections within the industry into
which they chose to work. In 1939, about 4,000 aliens worked in cattle
ranching and in 1943, more than 4,000 others joined the same job. 1In
1944, slightly over 5,000 worked in similar jobs. The remainder of
aliens employed in agriculture between 1939 and 1945 worked as farm
hands and others as domestic servants.zo O0f all sectors in the economy,
agriculture continued to employ most of the African immigrants. While
in 1944 the mining industry employed 54,421 and railway traﬁsport

another 7,000, the agricultural industry. absorbed 70,000 aliens.
4. Urban Industries and Immigration

‘One other Rhodesian economic sector which absorbed many aliens was
the urban industries, including private household services,‘commerce,
' maﬁufacturing, and the central and local governments. Between 1890 and
1900, aliens employed in urban centers were officially called "Colonial
Natives'". Official records used the name to distinguish them from local
blacks. Most of these worked as domestic servants and gardén Boyé. |
Others served as horse and ox-wagon drivers. The majority of these
aliens came from South Africa, Botswana, aﬁd Swaziland, and later from
' Malawi. The census report for the ?ear ending March 31, 1901, shows
that there were 829 such aliens working as doméstic servants in all -
towns of the Mashonaland and Manicalanvarovincés. In the Vicﬁoria,
Midlands, and Matebeleland Provinces, they numberé& an estimated. 2,899
men, women, and children.between the ages of 16 and 40 years. The
majority of thesé were Fingoes, wﬁo numbéred 1,215 men and women.21

Later in the decade, the records, of black employment combined locals
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and alien workers except a few who were referred to as '"matives from
British Territories south of the Zambezi." Among these were Swazis,
Tswanas, Fingoes, Cape boys, Sothos, Somalis, "Blantyre boys' (Malawians),
and Portuguese Africans. There were 18,632 such men and women in Rho-
desia working in the urban industries in 1904.22 Seven yéars later,
householders' reports showed the employment of over 21,000 alien blacks
ffom Zambia, Malawi, Aﬁgola, and other territories in the south, in
addition to the 3,000 blacks frqm Rhodesia. It is significant to note
that about forty percent of the domestic labor force in 1911 was alien.23
By 1921, the alien blacks residing in Rhodesia had increased by

1103.91 percent in a decade to 100,529 persons. Some 16,602 alien and
indigenous blacks were employed in commerce, factories, administration,
Christian mission centers, and other institutions. The domestic ser-
vices absorbed gnother 14,824 men and women. The aliens had emigrated
from South Africa, Botswana, Mozambique, Malawi, Kenya, Zambia, and
" other unspecified territories.24

" The employment situation for 1926 was different from that of the
previous five years. A few new industries were aaded to the reports,
and this helped spread the incidence of alien workers. An estimated
24,000 men were employed as domestic servants, well‘over 16,006 persons
more than iﬁ 1921. .Government institutions employed 3,000 African males
of alien origins. The building and allied trades absorbed another
. 4,040 blacks. Most of them came from Rhodesia, Malawi, Zambia, Mozam-
bique, South Africa,'and Botswana in ratios of 45.78 percent, 24.87
percent, 20.44 percént, 7.57 percent, and 1.34 percent respectively.
Malawi and Zambia sﬁpplied ;he largest number of alien workers. Signi-

ficant enough, however, foreign immigrant workers comprised more than
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fifty-four percent of the urban labor force. Other sections of urban
industry such as shops, stores, offices, and hotels employed some 6,460

men and women, as shown in Table V below.25

TABLE V

IMMIGRANT WORKERS BY COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN, 1926

Country Males Females Total
Malawi | 43,020 149 43,169
Mozambique 13,068 | 67 13,135
Zambia 35,431 ‘ 55 35,486
Othérs |

(unspecified) 2,218 112 o 2,330

Source: S. Rhodesia Report of Director of Census, May 4, 1926,
Part III, (Salisbury: Government Printers, 1927), pp.
21-23.

In 1936, a more‘comprehensive census was conducted which revealed
basic and useful information on black immigrant employment in Rhodesian
industries. The statistics for both 1931»and.1936 were provided. While
there were 24,538 blacks employed as domestic servants in 1931, there
were nearly 31,000 in 1936. The manufacturing industry absorbéd 10,034
and 12,339 respectively; the shops and offices took some 6,965 and
10,079 in the same periods. Alien employées numbered 102,908 in 1931
and over 144,901 five years later. During both periods, Malawi supplied

the largest’numberé‘\over 49,000 in 1931 and some 70,362 people inv1936.
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An areal study of African alien employment reveals that in Mate-
beleland over fifty percent of the black workers were immigrants. In
Mashonaland, where the majority of alien Africans worked in mines, farms,
and in urban industries, well over sixty—fivé percent were aliens.
Immigrants from the various countries were more nuﬁerous in those dis-
tricts contiguous to their respective borders. Exceptions to this
generalizétion were the Hartley and Mazoe districts because ofbthe many
mines and large férms in those areas.

In the last decade of the period under study, black immigration
was influenced by a greater expansion in Rhodésian industry. The period

between 1936 and 1941 was one of prosperity, which attracted many more
thousands of alien blacks into the country. Out of an estimated African
population of 1,378,000 in 1941, over 303,279 indigenes and aliens were
employed in ali industries other than mining. This number represented
a more than ningteen percent increase overAthat of 1936. Aliens employed
in‘urban industries, the police, and defense forces amounted to 168,106
-men and women, of which 71,505 came from Malawi alone. About fofty—six
.thousand’camé from Mo_zambique.27 Slightly over sixty-four percent qf
these aliens were employed in Mashonaland and Manicaland provinces. The
remainder, thirty-six percent, worked in Matebeleland. In terms of
- figures, 108,347 aliens worked in Mashonaland, and some 59,759 alien
men, women, and children found employment in Matebeleland in 1941.
Appfoximately 38,000 Mozambiqueans, over 19,000 Zambians, and well over
50,000 Malawiané worked in Mashonaland, compared to 7,000 Mozambiqueans,
29,000 Zambians, 21,000 Malawians, and some 2,000 blacks from unidenti-
fied countries who settled and worked in Matebeleland.28

As a result of significant economic changes between 1941 and 1946,
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the Rhodesian Government desired to increase its labor supply and so

initiated two programs. In 1942, it passed the Compulsory Native Labor

Act, which forced all male African indigenes from the age of sixteen
~and above to work on road and bridge construction projects for minimum
wages. The law was so hated by Africans that they dubbed it '"chibharo',
meaning "raping'; it was nat very different from‘the Charter Law of
1897vwhich also imposed forced labor. Secondly, the government made

special agreements with the administrations of Malawi and Zambia to

import more black aliens under the Native Labor Regulétions. The
Zambian and Malawian administrations co-operated generaily with the
Rhodesian Govermment and recruiting agencies. A similar agreement was
made with the Portuguese as well.

As a result of these measures, the African labor force increased.
The urban industries and other recently opened ones employed some
363,344 men and nearly 14,000 women during the period en&ing May 31,
1946. Some 205,965 alien men and women of thét number came‘to work in
Rhodesian industries during the year; 19,781 were recruited and well
over 137,598 came independently and registered on entry. Mény hundreds
more were presumed to have entered illegally and unregistered and
settled among the local people.29 These trends of African immigration
continﬁed for the next decade until the break-up of the Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland.

In summing up this section on the role of Europeans on black immi-
gration, we should take cognizance of the impact of western industrial
expansion in Rhodesia and the attitudes of the whites themselves. The
white man's industries needed cheap African labor; the whites did not

‘trust local Africans and did not pay them as well as they did the aliens.
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Consequently, they preferred alien black laborers to indigenous workers.
That choice was responsible for the massive African immigration. In
addition to that, many others entered because of the excellent working
conditions they heard about from friends; the majority of these came

in clandestinely--some to make permanent homes and others to return to
their nativé lands once they were wealthy enough. The European impact
on black immigration would be incomplete ﬁithout an explanation of labor
contracts under which the many of the aliens came to Rhodesia during

this period.
5. Labor Contracts

The importation of African laborers into Rhodesia was regulated by
<a series of agreements signed between the Rhodesian Government and the
governments of neighboring territories: Malawi and Zambia (both terri-
tories of Britain)‘and Poftuguese Mozambique. The regulations came into
official operation as early as 1906 and were amended from time to time;
but even before that date, some loose agreements had been reached én the
basis of mutual understanding. The question of African migrant Qorkers
from "North Zambezia and Nyasaland" was a simple matter for the B.S.A.
Co. and the administrations of these northérn territories. That of
Zambia was no problem since the B.S.A. Co. possessed that territory.

The importation of black Malawians raised a thorny issue which
dragged on from 1899 to about 1930. The whole controversy centered on
the fact that the B.S.A. Co. believed it had the right to recruit African
workeré from Nyasaland because that area was a British Protectorate.

The administration of Nyasaland did not share this view, however. While

they accepted the idea of allowing a few Africans to emigrate to
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Rhodesia, they were opposed to the departure of vast numbers. The first
Malawians who came into Rhodesia in 1897 and 1899 had come under the
Rhodes~Johnson Agreement of 1897, which was purely an understanding
between friends rather than between administrations. The real quarrel
over black employees surfaced in 1900, when the Nyasaland Cﬁamber of
Commerce petitioned the British Foreign Office to prohibit Rhodesia
from recruiting Malawians for her industries.30 The reason given was
that the Rhodesians recruited skilled workers and so drained Malawi of
useful labor.

In 1900, the B.S.A. Co. was financing a local Malawian Christian
missionary, Dr. Law of the Free Church of Scotland, to train blacks at
His school as personal servants, farm workers, clerks; and interpre-

ters.B} These were to be brought to Rhodesia under the Native Labor

Regulations (Amendment) Ordinance. In 1911, the regulations were again

amended to stipulate conditions for labor recruitment. It laid down
that Africans from Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland and other recruits
were to be provided with food, transport, clothing, and bedding when
en route fo Rhodesia. The workers would, in return, contract to work
for at least two years for the same employgr or company and then decide
on their own whether or not to be repatriated. Independent workers
would be encouraged to register with authorities on entry.32 Their
wages Wére sent back to their respective govermments, which deducted
their Hut and Poll Taxes first before saving the remainder for them.
The labor recruiting law of 1927 established what was called the
Free Migraﬁt Labor Transport, which the Malawians called Ulele, meaning
"free". The scheme was operated by the Rhodesian Government in co-

operation with the mining and farming industries importing blacks from
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MalaWi,.Zambia, Angola, and Portuguese East Africa. Under the scheme,
lorries ran between given points carrying workers into Rhodesia free and
returning repatriates after their work contracts expired if such workers
wished to return.

Under Rhodesian law, each recruit had to sign a contract which
bound him, the reéruiter, and the employer to certain work conditioms.
For Zémbians and Malawians, the conditions were not strictly adhered to,

but for Mozambiqueans, they were strictly observed.

--.Under.the Tete Agreement of 1934, bgtween the Portuguese and the
British, the.latter agreed not to recruit and import more than 15,000
Mozambique Africans per year; the men would be returned by the same
authority that recruited them. Further, fifty percent of the money paid
to each laborer had to be sent to the Portuguese Government. Each
worker would be recruited once only in his lifetime. Each recruiter
and company had to pay the Mozambique Government k140 for a license.
Since‘the regulations were so strict, many recruiters encouraged African

kworkers to merely walk.écross the border in order to take advantage of
‘higher wages which they didvnot have to share with ghe MozambiquetSoverﬁ—
ment. Independent African immigrants took the opportunity to enter the
country and seek either permanent residence or independent employmént.
In doing so, they changed their native names for those which were locally
common. The apportiomment of an immigrant's wages between him and his
govermment applied to Zambian and Malawian immigrant Workers as well as
those from Mozambique.

At the end of this cﬁain of "civilized slavery" was the African
worker. He had to travel a long and hazardous journey hoping to work

for a white man he did not know and did not choose. He was promised
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employment for a wage of something between five shillings and L6 a month
depending on the type of work; he never received half of thet sum. What
he was sure of was a one-and-a-half pounds of mealie meal daily and two
pounde of beans, two-and-a-half pounds of meat, two pounds df Vegee
tables, and one pound of peanuts per week. Under Rhodesian law, the
employer payed his workers on a weekly basis. He would send half of it
to the Govermment of Rhodesia which in turn would remit the appropriate
sums to the various governments. The immigrant worker would use part

of the remainder to buy himself clothing or to meet the expenses of
merriage and pay the Rhodesian Hut Tax. Il1 treatment, accidents, and
diseaseé:took a toll of hundreds of those’workers.34 '

Briefly then, those immigranis who came to Rhodesia under labor
contracts suffefed under numerous diSadvantages in terms of working
conditions and'proVisidns for health. Still,'evenbthose who were repa-
triated at“the end of their contracts generally returned clandestinely
in large numbers, sought independent work, and settled perﬁanently in
Rhodesia despite strict regulations. Labor.contracts were largely
responsible for the African immigration from Zambia, Mozambique, Malawi,

and South African territories.
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CHAPTER IV
IMMIGRANT TRIBES AND THEIR CULTURES

The blacks who entered Rhoaesia during the period under considera-
tion came from four major areas: those territories presentiy éomprising
the states of Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, and territories south of the
Limpopo River. _Before examining the sources and destinations of these
various peoples, we should examine briefly the cultures of the tribes
involved, especially distinguishing those aspects of their cultures
which differ:significantly froﬁ that of the indigenous Rhodesian Afri-
‘cans. Let us first consider the tribes fromAZémbia and Malawi and then

those of territories south' of the Limpopo River.
1. The Barotse (Lozi) Tribe

Among the main tribes of Zambia, the Barotse, the Bemba, the Ngoni,
and the Tonga supplied significant numbers of immigrants to Rhodesia.
The Barotse,'or as they are sometimes called by their neighbors, Lozi,
occupy thé northwestern region of Zambia and extend southwards along the
- low plainé of.the upper Zambezi River toward Southwest Africa. They
‘once dominated the eﬁﬁire Zambezi valley as far as the Victoria Falls
region. Formefly calléd‘the Aluyana or Aluyi, they apparently became
"known as the Rotse or Lozi about 1830. The Lozi claim to.be akin to the
Lunda of northern Zambia and southern Zaire and had been in contact with .

[

the Arabs, Portuguese, and Western slave traders since very early in
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the nineteenth century.

Between 1890 and 1900, their King, Lewanika, was influenced by
French missionaries working in Basutoland to accept British protecfion
through the B.S.A. Co. under treaties which were completed in 1899.

' Responsibility for the Lozi's defense went to the B.S.A. Co., and thus
the British Qere given control of the migrants' great highway to the
southern mines of Rhodesia and South Africa. Many of the emigrants

caﬁe from Angola, Zaire, and northeastern Rhodesia into lands of more
abundant opportunity in Southern Rhodesia and the Union of South Africa.l
Thus when the B.S.A. Co. occupied Barotseland, it also came into posses-
sion of ﬁﬁe black labor market from the north.

The Loii society was divided into classes, the first of which was
that of'the‘royal family and all its descendants. The freeman class.was
that of the original Lozi who had been with tﬂeir king from the begin-
‘ﬁing; they were members of some dozen clans. The éther class was that
of capturéd slaves and immigrants; mainly, these were of the Wiko clanf
vDespite‘the practice of a caste syétem, the Lozi called themselves "one
people of the king", meaning that every person in‘their community was
a subject”of.the king. *

Unlike tﬁé Ndebele, the Lozi did not impose their laws and culture
on any conquered fribes but instead left thém to accept or reject Lozi
institutions as they saw fit. Exceptibns were in criminal matters that
violated state law and peace. The Lozi followed a policy of gradual
assimilation based on rational grounds satisfactory to both peoples and
their king. The newcomers owed allegiance to the Lozi king and paid

tribute and taxes to him in the form of cattle or labor once a year.

The chiefs who ruled various tribal areas collected and dispatched the
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taxes to the king.z
To the Lozi, the concepts nation, land, and kingship were indis-
tinguishable. Each had meaning only in reference to the others: the

nation belonged to the land, the land to the nation, and the nation

and land to the king. ‘The king was Mbuwa-wa-Litunga, i.e., "the great
one of the earth." They strongly emphasized the concept that the king
was identical with the land and the people: the people were the Malozi;
the king was the Malozi; the councilors were>the Malozi; the nation

and the land were the Malozi. This was perhaps the strongest system of
nétional Qnity of all the tribes in British Central Africa.

One other aspect of the kingship system among the Lozi was the way

succession to the throne was defined. As in many other dynastic govern
mental systems, the successors had to come from a legitimately agnatic
line of the Lozi kings. Once he became a king, he owned all the people
and»the land, and they in'turn‘owned him. Each Lozi was entitled to
claim the.king's help and protection. When the king died, all fires in
the nation had té‘be extinguished until the successor took office; then
_the ﬁation and the king were brought toggther once more.,

Knit'together with this king-and-nation tie was the social organi-
zation of the Lozi. All were grouped into neighborhoods centered in
royal villages, even»though they might be residing elsewhere within the
kiﬁgdom. For adminisfrative purposes, the king divided the entire
society iﬁto districfs which we%e placed under a head who held a éenior
office as &eil as a title at the king's capital. He did not have to be
a member  of the royal family. He commanded a small team of local offi-
cials who ran the day—to-day affairslof his district and was ultimately

responsible to the king for the security, taxes, and labor from his area.



89

The district ruler made sure that every Lozi had adequate land for
building his home and for grezing his stock. Thosekwere the rights of
every Lozi; not even the king could deprive a man of those rights.

The Lozi kinship system was knit together by a network of reletion—
ships which included marriage, blood kinship, maternal, and in some
clans, paternal ties. Among these clans, a child belonged to both sides
of the marriage and had a right to inherit any possessions available
from either side. A Lozi man could marry any woman who had the same
‘descent as'his as long as her genealogical relationship could not be
traced toihis third, second, or first generations. At times, some men
married near relatives, and such individuals were not permitted to
divorce fer any reason. Such marriages would be considered incest among
the major tribes of Rhodesia. Among the Lozi, every woman on the side
of their mother was regarded as "mother", and each man on the father's
side was "father". The pattern of behavior toward those people was the
same as that appropriate for real mothers and fathers; eVery taboo
‘observed toward mother and father extended to those more distaﬁt.rela—
tions as well. Thousands of these Lozi people with a very different
cultﬁre went te Rhodesia to work, stay, and raise families or to obtain

a wife there and bring her home.
2. The Bemba Tribe

The Bemba of Zambia are an offshoot of the‘Luba Tribe of Zaire who
roamed this area during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Among
them were small clane who were kintolk of the Luba and Bemba, but they
did not participate in emigration to the south like the Ngoni, Tonga,

and Lozi.
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The Bemba first came in contact with the British South Africa
Company in 1897 after a few decades of skirmishes with the Portuguese
explorers and traders. As a result of this Anglo~Bemba contact, the
latter beceme the B.S.A. Co.'s labor reservoir for the industrial and
mining growth of Rhodesia. Audrey Richards estimated that by 1951,
"forty to sixty percent of adult Bemba males are away from villages at
work.at different periods during the year."3 Richaras' estimate shows
how these people emigrated to Rhodesia and South Africa and also carried
their culture with them.

The’sécial system of these Bemba started with a governmehtal
structure which was.centralized under a hereditary hing who stood at the
head of the nation. The Beﬁba king was the center of the society,
government, and religion; he was responsible for national unity but had
:little direet responsibility over the ordinary citizen. That was the
work of his subordinates. When he died, his spirit had to be worshipped,
because it was believed that the king was the people's protector even
after his death. When alive, he ran an administration which consisted
of his own appoihtees who were responsible for peace and order in those
areas uneer their jurisdiction.v These chiefs were always matrilineally
related tokhim.'vfhat meansithét eften female relatives--sisters, mother,
and uterine nieces--became chiefs of districts and made up the national
council that deliberated on national crises. The king's duties con-
sisted of religious affairs,'military organizatioh, and protection of
the wealth of the entire nation. He wielded unquestioned political
power whieh requifed,eVefy citizen to protect the king et all cost.

Like the'Ndebele system, the Bemba nation evolved and revolved round

‘the king and his family.
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Unlike other kinships discussed above, the Bemba kiﬁship was
matrilineal and also matrilocal. Every descendant followed the matrili-
neal lineage when considering his descent, inheritance, succession, and
authority within the family. Each man took his mother's clan and traced
his ancestry through that line. Though in ordinary.family affairs the
father was known as the head of the house, he had no real authority.

He did not train his own children because that was the responsibility
of the matrilineal grandmothers and grandfathers onée those children
reached the age of three. The matrilineal uncle had the right to dis-
pose of the children's services and could even offer them as slaves in
compensation for crimes he might have committed or were committed by
the family. The father's rights were recognized only in relation to
the marriage of the sons. Then he had to be consulted. He could not
distribute the bride wealth of his daughters without the approval df
his wife's maternal relations. As can be appreciated, when men and
women who believed in these practices went to Rhodesia and married there,
a clash of cultures was bound to occur.

Like ;he Shona and the Ndebele, the Bemba also practiced ancestral
worship. This was based on the worship of the king and of the terri-
torial chiefs rather than on the individual's own ancestors; as is the
case among the Shona. While the Shona worship Mwari through the medium
of their ancestral spirits, the Bemba worshipped the spirit of the king,
whom they regarded as the giver or rain, fertility, land, and animals,
and the source of a good life. Such Bemba spirits were worshipped
annually aﬁ harvest festivals or at times of disasters. Other deities,
such as ngg, their god of medicine, was unconnected with the worship of

the spirits of the king and his chiefs. How these Bemba religious
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concepts reacted with the indigenous religions of Rhodesia shall be

congidered below.
3. The Ngonl Tribe

‘The Ngoni are found throughout Malawi, but chiefly inhabit the
northern region. Generally they are called by several clan.nicknames,
such as the Gomani,'the Mpeseni, and the Mbelwa. In a majority of
cases, those who immigrated to Rhodeéia called themselves by any of
these names and so confused their real tfibal‘identity. Thousands of
members of this tribe migrated to Rhodesia; Margaret Read proved that
a "dispersion from the main Ngoni concentration in'Nyasaland to Soufhern
Rhodesia . . ." took place during the period under consideration.

. |

‘According to oral tradition, the Ngoni of Malawi and Zémbia came
fromFSWaziland sometime during'thé late éighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries in flight from Tshaka's armies. The traditional practices,
myths, and social taboos are not vefy different from thbse of other
zméfe ihdigeﬁous tribes, such as the Yao, the Chewa, and the Nyanja. The
.Ngbni_political‘system was laid on a powerful hereditary king who com-
'mandéd universal and unlimited power. The king, like the Zulu mbnarch,
reigned as an gutocrat whose régulations were carried out by members of
the royal family who served as military leéders, king's council members
and advisors. The entire society was sffatified into a caste system
bwhich grbupéd'citizens into the "Big Houses" and "Small Houses". All
members of the "small houses" were va;sals of the king. Every ﬁan
beiohgedjto the army and so.was a part of the political structure even
though he had no politicai riéhts as sﬁch.._'He was required by the law

to furnish himself with arms of war and to reside in military training
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camps far aﬁay from home. To the Ngoni, therefore, going away from home
at the‘age 6f fourteen was a tribal practice associated with the coming
of age. This was extended symbolically to the emigration of young men
to the south.

just as the king was the center of the nation, so was his home the
center of the entire sopiety. His house was built in the center of all
houses and the position of one's house from the king's determined his
status in the society. The farther away it was from the king's, the
ldwer down the caste line one was. All houses however, were built in a
semicircular form extending»outward from thé king's. Women played a
relati§e1y insignificant role in the society, but were responsible for
child care, training, and diScipline for all young people under the age
of fourteen. Distinctions in social roles according to agé were strictly
adhered to. All illicit sexual activity was punishable by.death; only
the king enjoyed immunity from this proscription. Incest was also
pﬁnishable by death or some extreme physical torture. These views were
vefy different from those of the Shona and Ndebele. Many of the mar-
.vriageé were matrilineal rather than patrilineal; perhaps the Ngoni
copied this practice from the early indigenouvaalaﬁians. People could
marry near relatives of their husbands, including those who would fall
within a prohibited‘range of consanguinity.in the Shona or Ndebele
societiesf

‘The Ngoni pracficed a form of ancestor worship which was centered
on the king,‘who was regarded the fepresentative of the spirits. To
~approach the spirits, they either went through the king or through
“cattle, whiéh théy believed showed them whether or not the épirits

accepted their reqﬁests. If a cow or ox urinated after they told it
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their needs, they believed, then the spirits had accepted the people's
requests; if not, then the spirits rejected the prayers. Af the head of
all the sbirits were those of dead kings of the Ngoni in a hierarchical
order; The first king's spirit was believed to communicate with tbe

Great Spirit, whom they did not identify.5
4. The Yao of Malawi

The Yao are primarily located in three major areas in the south of
Malawi. Historically, they are believed to have come in contact with
Arabs in this area some two hundred years before the advent of Europeans
in Ceﬁtral Africa. ‘They traded with the Arabs, especially in slaves
and base metals.

The Yao consist of three main clans: the Achisi, Amasaninga,
'and”thé Améchinga, all scattered throughout Malawi, with the largest
,concentratioﬁs in phe'south. The British South Africa Company's acting
Commissioner described them in‘1897 as the cruellest of all African
;tfibes and’"the chief‘slave raiders for Arabs."6 Back in 1893, the
* Company had had to impose very stern measures to suppress thié warlike
tribe and the witchcraft fof which it is still notorious. Many of its
social institutions were destroyed by the B.S.A. Co.'s Witcﬁcraft
Ordinance bf 1911, which decreed that all social practices of the Yao
alien to "civilized standards" be punishable by death; other minor
social taboos were also stopped by the imposition of a heavy tax system.

The Yao society hihged on a clan system based on matrilineal inheri- .
tance. Déscent was reckoned tﬁrough the mother and rarely through the
father. They conceived of their genealogy aé a tree of which the mater-

nal ancestor was the trunk from which all branches spread; each Yao
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could then trace his or her lineage matrilineally back to that first
ancestor.: This kinship system influenced marriages, in that they were
always”matrilocal. Matriarchal villages were thus formed ffom these
groups of uterine sisters. Though aﬁ unmarried brother might serve as
a figurehead and' focus for the village organization, the real authority
remained with the sisters.

The marriages were usually contracted between separate villages,
but some married partners had lived in the same village. In each case,
the man left his home and took residence close to the house of his
mother-in-law so that the matrilineal warden watched the develépment of
the marriage and trained the children_of the marriage. While he stayed
there, he wés subjected to hard work for the kinfolks. He had to under-
go educationgl training concerning the customs of the family he joined.
Many of the Yao‘who emigrated to Rhodesia carried this practice with
them and practiced it when they married Shona or Ndebele women. But
each time the Shona and Ndebelé rejected it, and usually that résulted
in divorce.

"Thg Yao political étructure; like that of manf Central African
tribes,‘evqlved around ‘a king who wielded éﬁtocratic powers‘which.he
exercised tﬁroughout the’tefritory through a group of headmen and sub-
chiefs who had to be members of the matrilineal foundér of that disfrict
ér_village fespectively. Each headman was responsible.for organizing
the army in his area, maintaining peace, and presiding over all minor
judicial mattersf Political matters were the king's business, cérried
out with.the heip of his central councii. The kingship was also matrili-
neal like all'iﬁstitutions in the Yao Kingdom. Thus, one inherited the
kingshiﬁ from the mother's side; in order to become a headman or sub-

chief, the same applied.
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5. South African Tribes

The culture of Africans migrating from territories south of the
Limpopo River was not very different from that of the Ndebele; neither
are there great differences among the tribes themselves. stever, there
were some peculiar features which distinguish each group, and these
should be briefly surveyed. The Zulu, for example, were controlled by
a very autocratic ruler whose actions were unquestioned by his subjects.
He was the center of the entire nation and society; he controllsd mili-
tary as well as judiciary powers. Every man above the age of fourteen
beionged to ;he army and had to learn the art of wielding the spear and
fighfing guerrilla warfare. Zulu wealth was counted by the number of
cattle one owned and at times by the number of women and children in the
family as well. . Families were extesded in structure, but members of the
family marriéd only from outside their own family and usually from those
families designated to be the "rightﬁ ones. The king and his counsellors
‘ could take any wdman‘cathred in war and produce children with her, but
suchbdescendants could not have the same privileges as thsse born within -
the clan iines.

Such practices were also common among the Swazi, Sotho, Tswana, and
Fings. The Venda and the Hlengwe possessed a mixture of Shona and Zulu
cultural traits and also had their own unique differences which we need
not go into here. The Shahgani of Transvaal prasticed the same culture
as‘ths Zulu, while the‘Shangani of Mozambique were culturally the same
as thoSe fesiding in’Rhodesia,.whe;e ;hey mixed Shona and Zulu cultures.
Many of the South.African tribes did not‘give up most of their practices
once they settled in Rhodesia.van‘example of this resistance ts cul-

" tural change are the Fingo, who have largely remained in their
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distinctive colony and retained their own culturai traditions, such as
folk dances;‘adulthdod initiations, and circumcision ceremonies even
until today.

It was thesg people with their unique cultures who entered Rhodesia
and mingled with the indigenes. Their different cultural practices
clashed in many ways; in some cases the tribal and cultural differences
forcéd the mining, farming, and govermment officials to keep these
people in separate quarters, since fighting in compounds waé common and
marriages between indigenous women and alien men often resulted in com~

vplicated cases going before the law courts.
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CHAPTER V
IMMIGRATION FROM NEIGHBORING TERRITORIES

'Afriéan immigrants to Rhodesia during the period under‘consideration
entered under three general categoriés: they were brought in by pfivate
individual settlers, missionary groups, and the Pioneer Column; they
came under tﬁé auspices of organized official recruiting agencies; and
there were thqse who came independently. Those immigrants who came
between 1890 aﬂd 1897 entered under the first category of immigration.
The majority of immigrants examinéd in this study came under official
reéruiting'andkimportationvprograms organized by the mining and agri-
cultural industries and the government of Rhodesia which also got the
assistance of governmenté in the neighbofing countries. The independent
immigrants, who later became the méjority, came on their own volitiop.
All of thém were influenced by economic developments in Southern Rhodesia
and South Africa. waever, those from thevBritish Central African
territoriés of Zambia and Malawi migrated under official pressure from
the‘local British Soutﬁ African Company authorities, who cherished the
samevAfrican labor policy as the administrators in Rhodesia.

The African labor and independent immigration avalanche went through
fi?é»stages of development: the beginning'of theiavalanche, 1890 to
1899; the growing’stage, 1900 to 1914; -the diaspora of 1915 to 1923; the
continuing:momentum of 1924 to 1927; and the deluge of 1928 to 1945

which, in actual fact, did not stop until the advent of the Federation
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of Rhodesia and Nyasaland in 1953. The immigration trends during these
periods will be examined here with approprilate reference to the annual

statistics to illustrate the demographic trends.

1. The Beginning of the Avalanche,

1890-1899

African immigration to Rhodesia during the first eight years of

_the British occupation followed three trénds. First, Africans came in
as members of missionary groups. Religious denominations such aé the
Dutch Reformed Cﬁurch, the London Missionary‘Society, the Roman Catholic
Church, the Seventﬁ Day Adventists, and the Brethren in4Christ Church
brought scores of Africans from South Africa with them. These blacks
sgrved as domestic servants, teachers, and evangelists. The majority of
them did not return to South Africa since they had found new homes and
opportunities in Rhodesia. Second, each European wagon train that came
to.Rhodesié included Afficans who worked as domeétic servants, inter-
preters, and wagoﬁ drivers. A good example of such entranﬁs and the”
largest single group of its kind was that of tﬁe twd hundred Ngwatos and
ACape'Boys_who accompanied the Pioneer Column on its way to Mashonalana
in 1890.1 The third‘tybe was an officially supported and financed wave
of Fingo immigranfs who began entering Rhodesia in 1afge numbers as
early as'1893.. At the outbreak of the Uprisings in 1896, several hun-
dred Fingoes, -Sothos, Zulus, and Ngwatos were brought into the country
as African mercenaries on promise of land grants after the war. When
the war ended in 1897, Ngonis from Malawi were aiso introduced to man
the.Africén cantabu1ary.

The largest scheme of officially imported Africans began early in
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1898. Laté in 1897, Rhodes, then in South Africa, negotiated with a
group of ten Fingo chiefs about migrating to Rhodesia with their people
to serve‘the B.S.A. Company as skilled workers. In return for their
services, they would receive land grants. The chiefs came to Rhodesia
in March, 1898 and surveyed the land they would occupy. They were
apparently satisfied with the deal, as the C.N.C. for Matebeleland
recalled: '"They weré shown over a considerable portion of the country
and expressed themselves well pleased." He went further to express the
hofe_that the Fingo immigration plan would be valuable politicélly and
commercially to the B.S.A. Co., because ''they are the most industrious
and mést loyal race of natives in South Africa; their presence amongst
the Matabele will considerably_advance the progress of civilization."l
Late the same year, 3,000 FingOes came into Rhodesia and occupied 30,000‘
acres in the Bulawayo.District which became the presént Fingo Locatioﬁ
at Mbembesi. Thereafter, the Fingoes continued to enter Rhodesia.

| In mid-1898, the mining companies in the ﬁerritory formed the
Labour Supply Bureau for recruiting and importing African workers
.'especially from north of the Zambezi River. This Bureau and the Rhodesian
Administraﬁion together recruited 2,260 men from '"North of the Zambezi"
between Febfuary 1897 and February 1898. "An increasing number of

Fingo imﬁigrants" were expected to arrive by‘September of 1898, to
oécupy the remaindér”of the land reserved for"the Fingo near Nt_abazinduna.2
‘Others also éxpectéd were the Sothos, and the Shangani from Transvaal.
In all, over 13,000 Afriéans came into the country from South Africa
alone and settled on "'government lands", as the later "Crown Land" was
called. Officials believed that.this land would be ''capable of accom-

modating many hundreds of thousands . . . of Fingoes and others' without
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taking land from the indigenes.3 This proved td be an erroneous assump-
tion.

Relations between the Ndebele and the immigrant Fingo were soon
straiﬂed due to a land shortage. Similar incidents occurred in Mashona-
land béfore.the end of the year, and the B.S.A. Co. Administration had

to promulgate the Native Affairs Prohibition Regulations barring known

Afriéan'immigrants from settling in indigenous African reservations.
Mean&ﬁile;'immigration to Mashonaland was poorly cqntrolled because the
Administration dealt with long borders between Zambia and Rhodesia on
the one hand, and between Mozambique and Rhodesia on the'othér. ‘Moreover,
the quambique—Rhodesian boundary had nof been completely and clearly
defined, and African emigrants freely crossed it into Rhodesia unrecorded.

In 1899, the Rhodesian Administration imported another three
hundred Fingo males, ﬁot counting the three thousand Shangani and Fingo
: men, women_énd children recruited and imported by the mining companies
during the same year. The Shangani came from Gazaland and Transvaal;‘
a'féw Zulus, "Cape Boys", and "trans-Zambezi" Africans also entered the
cduntfy. The majority of the newcomers settled in Matebeleland while
é few proéeeded to Mashonaland.: Several hundred African joﬁ—seekers
entered Mashonaland in 1899 ffom Mozambique, Malawi and Zambia. Three
' hundred Mozambique indigenes came independently; the 336 Zambian Ngonis,
and 350 Angolans had been brought infby the B.S.A. Police as new recruits
to the Force to repléce some 285 members of the old police guard. The |
discharged men and their families settled in Rhodesia where they had
served since 1893.

During the administrative year frém Mérch 31;‘1899 to March 31,

1900, many more Africans had come from several countries surrounding
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Rhodesia. The Rhodesian Chamber of Commerce was responsible for the
majority of the immigrants as it brought in over 4,691 people from
Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia, and South Africa, distributed as follows:
888 Mozambiqueans; 669 Malawians, and the remainder from South Africa
and Zambia. A few of the workérs Qere Rhodesians returned from the
Johannesburg.gold mines.

In Mafebeleland, 6,587 Africans entered the province for work in
the mines from Mozambique Gazéland, ZamBia, and Transvaal; six to seven
percent'of them deserted once they entered Rhodesia and perhaps proceeded
to South Africa.5 In addition to these, there were several huqdreds
others Who entered either secretly or were brought in by private indi-
viduals. vThé Rhodesian Civil Commissioner in Mashonaland cdmplained
that there were "several private individuals who brought into the coun-
try gangs of black workers from Trans-Zambesi" without permits.6

African immigration between 1890 and 1899 started very slowly and
in the form of servant and master trips into a new land. Gradually, the
white settlers began to need more African labor especially when they
found the indigenous blacks resistant‘to this form of 'civilized slavery'.
First, Cecil Rhodes himself took the lead in this trade in human béings.
Second, the mining companies of Rhodesia, assisted by the B.S.A. Co.
Administration, accelerated the trade until it reached the high import

figures we have examined above.
2. The Avalanche of 1900 to 1914

Industrial and political decisions made in Rhodesia in 1899 and
1900 were responsible for the increased level of immigration that took

place between 1900 and 1914. The mining companies in Matebeleland
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formed the Matabele Native Labouf Board in 1899 for recruiting African
workers from both within Rhodesia and neighboring territories. After

a year of serious efforts to recruit workers, the board found the program
too expensive and unprofitable without government support. So, in 1900,
industfy and the Rhodesian Administration joined forces and formed the
Southern Rhodesia Native Labour Board whose activities were. legalized by

the new Native Labour Regulations Ordinance, 1901. The two moves by the

Rhodesian officials were respoﬁsible for the overwﬁelming increase in
African immigration which characterized this period.

African immigration trends during the first fifteen years of this
century comprise three significant stages of development. First, between
1900 and 1904, the five-year average immigration figure was about 12,511
people from South Africa, Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique. South Africa
and Zambia supplied the majority. From 1904 to 1907, the five-year
average immigration stood at 37,314 peréons while that of repatriates
was 5;64i per year. During the next five years, immigration was still
on thé increase when mofe thaﬁ‘37,600 Africans entered Rhodesia annually,
mainly from the northern British territories of‘Zambia and Malawi.

These numbers show'only those who registered on entry, whether they
settled to work, or proceeded to South African gold mines. There were
probably fewer than those who settled to work in Rhodesian industries,
bﬁt they made up a constant two-thirds of‘the African labor force in

the country during these fifteen years. Also characteristic of the
,immigranté during the entire short period was £he increase in the number
of’wbmeh, juveniles and children among immigrants. Many men brought
their families with them since they planned to remain in Rhodesia per-

manently; those with families from South Africa were mainly refugees
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from the Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902.

From 1900 to 1914, the entry of Africans to Rhodesia became very
brisk and increased each year as a result of the work of the Labour
Bureau, and the great deﬁand for cheap labor by the British ex-servicemen
from the Anglo-Boer War, who had just received their free land grants
for fighting in the war. Many of them had iﬁtentions of becoming mining
and agricultural capitélists, and they did not intend to remain poor
farmers as they had been in England. They wanted to get rich éuickly
and with a‘minimum of expense. They pressured the B.S.A.. Co. for a
dependable supply of labor and went as far as demanding the conscription
of indigenous Africans into compulsory labor.

Between March 31, 1900, and March 31, 1901, mixed groups of Africans
entered Rhodesia. Some 4,259 'regular' immigraht Africans and 5,389
1abof.recruits entered the counfry while an estimated 1,506 persons
enteredkillegally especially from Mozambique and Zaﬁbia. More than one-
third of the regular immigrants were women and children.7 The majority
of. the recruited’workers came frovaozamBique, Zaﬁbia, and South Africa
in that order of the largest suppliers. Over fifty percent of theﬁ
worked in Matebeleland Province and the remainder in Mashonaland'.8

African immigrants who came between March, i901, and March, 1902,
entered iﬁ several ways. The British South Africa Police (B.S.A.P.)
imported several hundred Zulus whom the Force "settled in the country
néér Abercorn and M"Rewa"v.9 The Inspector of Native Compounds (mines),
H. A. Elliot, reported the entrance of 4,765 African miners who included
Shanganis, Mozambiqueans; Zambians, Barotses, Sothos, and North East
African Coast blacks.lq Over fifty pefcent of these came from Mozambique

Gazaland. The total number of immigrants for the year exceeded seven
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and a half thousand people excluding about three thousand fegular immi-
granté.

The 1902-1903 immigrants came mainly ffom Mozambique and Zambia,
and the majority entered the Mashonaland mining industry. Two to three
thoﬁsand men, women and children settled in Chibi District, which they
entered after walking across the border illegally from Mozambique.

Once 1n Rhodesia, they reported to the local Native Commissionef in the
area; who said of theﬁ that "These Natives inform me that they experience
great difficulty in getting away from their kraals to the mines in this
coﬁntry.“ He recommended that many be eﬁcouraged to come‘iilegally and
be.aséisted once they crossed the border.11 An unspecified number of
Zambiéns-also entered the Hartley District, where they made up two-
fifths of the labor force in the region. Many of them entered via
Sindié, Darﬁin, and Mtoko districts.

In Matebeleland'Provihce, black immigrants from South African
territories came as refugees fleeing from the Ahglo-Boer War of 1899-
1962. Hundreds of these were Vendas of King Mpefu who had at one time
' settled in the Belingwe areé of Rhodésia in 1898. They totalled 773‘men,
women and children. At the end of the war, over fifty percept of them
returned to Transvaal‘and the fest settled permanently in Rhodesia. In
the Matebeleland mining industry, sixty-seven percent of the workers
were new black aliens, and fifty-five percent of the mine labor force
in the province were the Mozambiquean Shanganis. The remainder came
from Zambia and South'AfricaJ_ Those from the south included the Transvaal
Shangani and the Basuthos; The majority brought their families with
them, and this influencéd‘the Rhodesian Administration té grant them

"land on which to sow crops'" and settle. Some Zambian Barotse also
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entered and worked in the Wankie regién. Six hundred Tembus from
Transkel were expected to come and be granted permanent land settlements
 between ﬁﬁe Gwal and Khami Rivers, but they failed to arrive due to the
outbreak of the Anglo-Boer War.

The Inspector of Native Compounds reported in 1902 the presence of
642 "trans-Zambesi" Africans in Matebeleland mines, over 1,979 Mozam~—
biqueans, and another 176 alien people in the country. Many others
entered without registering at the border posts. Once ﬁheir presence
. 1in the miﬁeé was known, they deserted in large numbers into local
African communities. Many of these immigrants were Shanganis, Zulus,
Spthés, Swazis, Xosas, and Barotses. Those who broughf families were
allowed permahentrresidence on government 1and$.l

‘The immigrafion picture for 1903 shows the same increésing rate
that marked the first years of this period and added a significant
increase to the.local African population. For instance, of the estimated
ktotal Africanbpopulation of 582,000 in March, 1904, 3.1 percent were
- immigrants, a percentage which the C.N.C. regarded as "a small proportion
of increasé."14 In Mashonaland PrdVince, many éf the newcomers entered
through Lomagundi, Darwin, Mtoko, and Inyanga districts (Appendix H on
routes of entry) from Zambia aﬁd Mozambique, whilé the remainder came
frbm other territories around Rhodesia. In Matebeleland, blacks immi-
grated from Portuguese territories, Zambia, and South Africa in the
propor tions Qf‘thirty-eight percent, tﬁirty percent, and six percent
. respectivel§.  This comgufatioﬁ excluded the Fingo, whose population
had reached 1,113 by March, . 1904. -

At the Mashonélqnd mines, there arrived 16,235 Mozambiqueans,

19,652 Africans from ''morth of Zambesi' River, and some 2,751 mine
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workers who collectively emigrated from South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho,
Transkei, and Swaziland in 1904. In the Matebeleland mines new aliens
numbered 30,367 from Mozambique alone, and some 19,012 who emigrated
from territories north of the Zambezi. Nearly eight thousand others
came from unnamed countries. Thus, for the whole country, the mining
industry absorbed about ninety-six thousand alien Africans compared with
forty-five thousand indigenes in the same industry in 1904.15 The
figures for 1904 and early 1905 demonstrate the great increase in African
immigretion which was the result of the work of the R.N.L.B. and the
influence of the new regulations of 1901. However, at the end of the
administrative year, 5,161 of the earlier arrivals had been repatriated
while others hadbsought and got permits to settle in Rhodesia permanently.
In 1905, the African immigration trends were somewhat different;
Theredwere 36,311 registered aliens in Mashonaland mines who emigrated
from Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, and territories south of the Limpopo
River. Other than the 16,932 who received work passes to enter specific
' Rhodesian induetries, and the 407 repatriates, the remainder was not
accounted for by the end of the year. Some Shanganis were allowed to
remain in the country permanently. Because the Rhodesian Administration
regarded them asdmore useful than others, they were permitted to buy
land and settle. vSome South Africans were also encouraged to marry
local'women and take up citizenship. The N.C. fdr the Salisbury District
appreciated the fact that these‘aiiens were "marrying and settling on
farms, and the‘reserves, and I think this should be encouraged as in
mosr cases these natives are a class that works the whole year round."16

Id Matebeleland, there were 16,324 newly registered alien Africans;

about 3,722 of the earlier entrants returned to their native countries
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on account of poor health, and others had completed théir work contracts
and wished to return home. The alien Africans granted work permits in
the region more than doubled the number of the previous year in the same
Province. Other than a very few blacks ffom Angola and East Africa, the
majority caﬁe from the usual supplying countries.

. During the 1906-1907 administrative year, a record 48;894'African
immigrants were registered in Mashonaland alone and consisted éf males
over fourteen years old. Other than the nearly nine thousand who re-
turned to their native countries, and the 20,917 who received passes to
work in Rhoaesia,'the location of the remainder was unaccounted for
since eméloyers deliberétely refused or neglected to report the where-
'aboﬁts of their workers. .0f the 18,078 Zambians, Mozambiquean Shanganis
‘and South Africans in Matebeleland in 1906-1907, nearly four thousand
were repatfiatea'bn'account of ill health._ Some proceeded to South
Africa. The rate of immigrant supply by Rhodesia's neighbors to March,
1907; was as follgws; Mozambique supplied workers at an average of
31.1 percent; Zambia, 20.83 peréent; other territories supplied together
8.21 on the average, while Rhodesia supplied an average of about 38.22
percent during fhe same three yéars. As is clear from the statistics,
the average‘rate'of supply by eacﬁ countfy‘was significantly high'for
‘the short period of three years.l7

For the remainipg nine months of 1907, a total number of 85,221
aliens was registefed in Rhodesia and that included some of those who
entered the previous year. Of the_total, only 23,146 were issued with
work permits. Tﬁe réSt did not register to have either returned to their
countries or proceeded to South Africa. It ig more thaﬁ certain that a

good number sought alternative employment in Rhodesia and the others
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proceeded to South Africa illegally since they were always welcome there
once fhey had crossed the Rhodesian-South African border.18 Certainly
the procession of the avalanche had not slowed down by any means.

From the end of 1907, the Rhodesian Administration began to issue
immigfation reports in December of each year covering the migrant workers
only. Those records were simpler to collect from the mining industry,
than from;the farming community. Thus at the end of 1908, there were
78;189 alien Africans registered in Mashonaland as either newcomers or
.re—éntrants. Only 17,732 received permits to work in the province and
. the rest were let alone to seek work elsewhere; others sought independent
‘work with farmers while some still went to South Africa. A similar
Sitqatioﬁ occurred in Matebeleland where mofe than 27,407 alien job-
seekers registered on entry and yet only 3,578 persons received work
permits. kIn comparison, the statistics are much higher than those of
1907 and this was due to two reasons. First, many of those who came
earlier stayed and worked longer in Rhodesia, and some had even decided
to remain in the country permanently and so worked continuously. Second
and ¢0re important, there was an extensive immigration of independent -
workers who streamed into the country monthly after walking long.distances
which‘took them beéween one moﬁth and forty-five days before reaching
the Rhodesian border. .On arrival in Rhodgsia, many of them were too
unhealthy to be accepted for eiﬁher mining or farming employment.19 In
1909, of ﬁhe regisfered 32,260, about 3,951 were newcomers from Zambia,

' Malaﬁi, and Mpzambique; by this time very few came from South Africa and
Botswana.
Iﬁ 1910, African immigration continued to climb higher; some 19,483

aliens entered Rhodesia, registered, and received passes to seek work in
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Mashonaland during the year. That total was an 83.5 percent increase
o&er that of the previous year. Of that total, 9,210 contracted to work
on farms in the province, but the actual number was possibly higher than
this because mahy farmers did not send in their labor returns as they
should have done, partly.because they employed independent immigrants
and did not want to reveal their servants' presence to the government,
and partly because they were not allowed to employ more than forty alien
Africans invany one given year. By 1910, alien Africans were required

by law to carry work passes and "

green certificates'" which they were
given after working in Rhodesia for two continuous years. In many
instances aliéhs changed or destroyed these certificates for white ones
which were reserved for indigenes. This practice was carried out most
often by ;he young immigrants. However, many were often arrested and
repatriated;'for instance, 2,249 such violators were returned to their
nativelcountries.in'l910 alone.20

Theré were 3,452 alien blacks who got work passes in Matebeleland
.during;l910; and 8,900 had just been repatriated from the group of the
previous year to‘"North Eastern Rhodesia, North Western Rhodesia,
qutuguése Territory, Transvaal, Cape Colony, Bechuanaland, Natai" and
other ﬁnspecified destinations. Of the new recruits, 2,789‘came from:
North Eastern Rhodesia, 8,018 from Barotseland, 4,474 from Malawi, and
;1’517 from other areas; 229 emigrated from Botswéna. The actual total
alien population in Matebeleland Qaslmore than 19,000 during the whole
year. About 3,474 Malawians wo;ked on farms; 1,357 Zambians also joined
the farming industry, where they contracted themselves for one to two- .
year periods} “The 3ﬂ946 who remained after massive repatriation.stayéd‘
for indefinite periods which varied from éne to five years or even

1onger.21
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The immigration trends remained constant in 1911. More Africans
entered Rhodesia in still greater numbers than in previous years and
from the same traditional supplying countries. Their influence began
to be felt by local Africans. Out of the total estimated black popula-
tion of 744,559 peoplekin Rhodesia that year, 49,860 of them were aliens
who were described as "natives of Bantu origin and other origins."

. Theyiconsisted of 17,000 Zambians, 12,600 Malawians, and Mozambiqueans,
Aﬁgolans, Soufh Africans, and some 243 American blacks. Others included
: Porfuéuese h;lf—breeds, creoles, Arabs, Somalis, and Abysinians (Ethio—
pians). Zambians made up forty percent of the total immigrants; thefe
were 13,700 Angolans. Thirty percent came from ﬂalawi and two hundred.
others from Mozambiqué. The remainder came from other areas in varying
proportions. Apparently people labelled as blacks from "North of
Zambesi" included Angolans and Zambiansf2 B

’ "éstimates made then showed that forty percent of ali alien Africans
were employed in outdoor work and as domestic servants; slightly over
- fifty bercent worked in mines. Judging from the employment distribution
for the year, more Zambians preferred mining to dﬁmestic.and farming
workﬂbut more Malawians opted for the latter two fields of .occupation.
While indigenes employed in all industries increased by three percent
,per~yéar between 1904 and 1911 inclusive, Zambians increased by about
thirty-four percent per annum during the sam’e'period.23

Africaﬁ influx for the next three yeérs showed akcontiﬁued brisk
fiow of emigration, es?ecially from Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique. For
instance, there was a slight drop in the number of immigrants from that
éf 1911 to that of 1912 when a total ofvl9,890 alien Africans registered
on entry into‘Rhodesia compared wi&h 49,860 in the preﬁious year. Iﬁ

ks
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1913, the picture reversed and 41,827 new entrants were registered in
. the country, many of whom came independently. Some were returning for
2 L

the second or third time to Rhodesian industries. 4 In fact, the
increased illegal 1mm1grants were SO numerous that the Commissioner of
 Po11ce, A. H. M. Edwards, complained about the d1ff1culty of detectlng
them and said,

The weakness of the immigration laws, the absence of any

legal power to obtain finger prints of detained suspects,

and finally the fact that finger prints of alien natives

registered in the territory, who are responsible for the

large percentage of crime, are not taken, greatly handicap

their L_policg efforts.25
In 1914, the Commissioner reported an increase in illegal immigration
and in the crimes committed by aliens. Especially troublesome was the
raping of African women, which he claimed was '"due to the presence of
.a»large number of alien natives, who commit this crime upon indigenous
‘native women."

'In summary, the number of African'immigrants in Rhodesia between
1904 and 1914, increased by about 236 percent while that of employed
.iﬁdigenes rose by a mere twenty-two percent in the same ten-year period.

The next period experienced slightly greater increases than these but

because of different causes and reasons.
3.. The Deluge, 1915-1923

It_wéuld be assumed that the outbreak of World War I woﬁld have
had an adverse effect on the level of African immigration into Rhodesia.
In fact, however, the level of immigration remained fairly stable
despité”fhe fact that many White f;rmers went into military service.

The farms, frequently operated by women, continued to offer attractive

employment opportuﬁitiés. After the War, a brisk increase in immigration
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occurred, the result of postwar agricultural expansion.

A factor of great significance which occurred during this period =~
was the pqlitical development within Rhodesia itself and in South Africa.
The formation of the Union of South Africa in 1910 raised the question
of the security and sovereignty of Southern Rhodesia. Even though
Rhodesia was represented at the talks on the formation of the Union,
she had remained politically aloof from thevdevelopments there. The
debate on the security of Rhodesia included also the security of
Northern Rhodesia, which the B.S.A. Co. had often regarded as an
extension of Southern Rhodesia. However, the Company Administration
amd settlers decided to remain outside the Union for a while ar least.
Meanwhile, negotiations between the Company officials and administrators
in Rhodesia, and the British Government were underway on the question
.of self-government for Rhodesia. In October, 1922, Rhodesian white
settlers decided in referendum to have imternal seif—governmeﬁt. By

the Letters Patent of 1923, Rhodesia was granted responsible internal

government but was not responsible for indigenous African affairs.
Thus, as of September 1, 1923, Rhodesia became an autonomous member of
v _the British Empire. After the B.S.A. Co. was paid_fgr the expenses it
incurred’in running the. territory since 1890, the Company closed its
political administrative files and concentrated on commercial matters.
The change in Rhodesia's polirical status was very important to African
immigration since the action gave the new administration a free hand
to adopt a labor policy suitable to its internal needs.

‘The immigration trends during this period show three distinct
phases. in 1915 there is a continuous trend from rhar of the previous

period. The impact of the War was felt slightly in 1916 when 22,125
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African aliens were registered in Rhodesia and a mere 1,598 of them were
‘newcomers. from the following year, immigration kept soaring until it
reached 46,428 registered aliens in 1920 and then itlleveled off to-
betWeén 34,000kand 35,000 registered immigrants while thg number of

new ;nnualfentrants averaged 2,141 people (See Table VI below). The
majority of the immigrants during this period came from Zambia, Malawi,

South Africa and Mozambique-.27

TABLE VI

ALTEN IMMIGRATION TRENDS, 1915 to 1923

Year B Registered' . New.Immigranté
1915 37,993 - 1,536
1916 | 22,125 | ) 1,598
1917 28,503 - 1,680
1918 ' 24,545 - 1,836
1919 o 37,700 - ' 2,542
1920 o ' 46,428 4,093
1921 34,625 | 3,343
1922 ‘26,220 5 1,944

1923 , 33,534 : ‘ 1,446

Source: C.N.C. Reports, 1911-1926 (Salisbury: Argus Publishing
& Printing, 1926), Schedules for each year.
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Sometime in October, 1917, there was a sudden influx of Africans
from the northwestern Mozambique border with Rhodesia. These men, women
and children were refugees fleeing from the war between King Makombe
and Pertuguese authorities. King Makombe, a Shona ruler in the Tete-
Barwe region of Mozambique had revolted against Portuguese rule and the
revolt sdon.spread to Rhodesia where the local Africans soon toek sides
with Mekombe's people whom they gave protection. The Rhodesian Adminis-
tration also supported the refugees and gave them shelter.

However, relations between Rhodesia and Mozambique deteriorated and
the problem of refugees reached a crisis by mid-1917. The Rhodesian
govermment clandestinely gave active support to the revolt and went
ahead to éccept the refugees and not to return them to Mozambique if
theykdid not wish to go. The Superintendent for Natives in Mashonaland,
W. S. Taberer, ordered his Native Commissioners in the districts affected
to find eut the wishes of the refugees, count them and feed them. By
July 6; 1917, there were over three thousand black-MozambiQue tefugees
living in‘the Sinoia and Darwin districts.28 All males were immediately
giveniwork passes and allowed to seek work or settle elsewhere in the
country indefinitely. By 1919, the Rhodesian Govermment had settled
more than five thousand Portuguese Africans permanently in the Inyaega,
Mtoko, Mrewa,.Darwin, Melsetter, and Makaha districts.29 These refugees
were not included in the figures.of immigrants given above.

Two other immigration high marks in this period are shown in the
statistics for 1920 and 1921. Immigration for the two years was excep-
tionally high and can be characterized by few significant data. Out of
the total registered in 1920, over four thoﬁsand people were newcoﬁers;

sixty-seven aliens mﬂrried local women, and 806 aliens died in the
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country. In 1921, there were ﬁearly thirty-five thousand immigrant
Africans; 3,343 of them were new to Rhodesia. There was also a record
high_numbér of .women and children who entered Rhodesia.30 A greater
number of thg immigrants were independent job-seekers from malawi;
Mozambique; and Zambia who entered through the several ports of entry
in the north, east and southeast of the Rhodesian bdrders.31 In short,
the period 1915 to 1923 show a constant growth in African immigration.
The effects of the political measures taken in 19%3 were still to be

|
seen in the future.

4. Gathering Momentum, 1924-1927

The significant trends of African immigration between 1924 and
1927 were set forth by three major industrial and official measures
taken during this period. Early in 1925, the William Morris Carter
Coﬁmission published its report on the size of land given to Africans.
. Ink1926, the Supervisor of Facilities for the Passage of Northern
Natives, Arthur L. Holland, issued a report on the‘welfare of African
immigrants. The findings and recommendations of this report became
very important in the.labor importation business, and resulted in the
'iﬁtroduétion'of the "free ferry" prégram by Rhodesian industrialists
early in 1926 and the implementation of the "Free Transport" (glglg)
scheme in early 1927,‘for\bringing alien African workers into the coun-
try. These‘three actions had a»profound imﬁact on the entire African
immigration trends‘immediately‘and thereaftér.

The Carter Commission revealed that immigration produced in popula-
tion pfessure, especially on land reserved for African;. According to

govermment policy, the then 39,000 Europeans were allocated thirty-one
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million acres of 1and,rwhile an estimated 835,000 Africans were allocated
only about twenty-two million acres. The Commission pointed out that
African immigrants, especially from South Africa, were being allowed to
buy land in Rhodesia and feared that the alien influx would eventually
bring about friction between the aliens and the indigenes. It recom—
cpmended a reduction in the re-settlement of aliens and an increase in
importing only those who worked for shorter periodsvand then returned to
’homelands. It also recommended that those aliens who needed to buy land
;énd reside in the country should first work as temporary immigrants for
periods §f between five and ten years before they could buy land.32
In hisvannual report, the Supervisor of Facilities for the Passage

of Northérn Natives poiﬁted out that there was an excess in the number
of African immigrants from north of the Zambezi, especially Mal#wians
who he claimed emigrated to Rhodesia at an average of two hundred people
per day. He also pointed out the difficultieé faced by the immigrant
workers—-particularly those who walked through Mozambique territory. In
light of the difficulties, he recommended that free transport be pro-
vided for independent immigranté on the southern side of Zambezi in
Mozambique. Ferries would take them across the river and then trucks
.wduld bring them to registration and distribution centers. He also
recommended leveling off recruited laborers and encouraging independent
immigration. Meanwhile, the Labor Bureau had gone ahead early in 1926
and provided free ferries for immigrants who crossed. from Zambia and
Malawi. The Rhodesian Government then legalized ulele in 1927 to operate
on specific routes with well marked depots where the immigrants received
food and clothing on arrival and were then taken to Rhodésia where

farmers and miners hired them at a public auction.
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As a result of these developments, immigration trends for this
period fell into two categories; first, during 1924 énd 1925, immigration
ratesiconfinually increased. Second, there was a sharp increase in both
i926 and 1927 of new immigrants who averaged over fifty thousand per
year. The number of repatriates also increased during those last tﬁo
years (see Table VII below). kThe immigrants came from Zambia, Malawi,
Mozambique, and South African territories who are called "others" in the
table.34 For the period, the alien workers made up more than fifty-four
percent of the total labor force in the country, and demdgraphically
they made up ten percent of the 1926 African population. Quité a 1argé
proportion of those who had come in the previous period had been repa-
triated to their native coﬁntries. The real positive effects of the
kg;glg 5ecam¢ apparent during the period between 1928 and 1945 when-thete
occurred a human deluge whose major bad effects were avoided by careful

. ' . ’ R 35
-'planning and massive compulsory repatriation.

TABLE VII

ALIEN IMMIGRATION TRENDS FOR 1924-1927

Type/Country 1924 1925 1926 1927

Registered 36,216 38,102 . 42,859 43,050
Newcomers 1,647 43,205 50,116 ~ 51,189
Repatriates 19,923 23,384 25,046 . 28,565
Zambians - 19,803 23,312 21,757
Malawians , e 16,974 16,738 19,884
Mozambiqueans _— 5,576 9,542 8,839 .

' Other countries . -_— 1852 524 709

Source: S.R. Census Reports of the C.N.C., 1926-1946 (Salisbury:
‘ Government Printers, 1946), pp. 5-12.
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5. The Immigration Deluge, 1928-1945

African immigration between 1928 and 1945 was actually a result df
~ the ihtensive enforcement of the "free transport”. Gross immigration,
intercensal statistics, and net immigration figures were all much higher
than in anf period in the past. For instance, the gross alien African
immigration for the five—year'period, 1931 to 1936, was 310,000 people
deépite an estimated repatriation figure of more than 268,000. The net
' immigration waé then some 42,000 persons of alien birth living in
‘Rhodesia. The trends for the next ten years were higher and more
alarming. Table VIII below helps explain tﬁevtrends and also shows how

many immigrants each country supplied in the period 1931 to 1946.

TABLE VIII

IMMIGRATION TRENDS AND EACH NATION'S
CONTRIBUTION, 1931-1946

Period Gross Alien Intercensal "Repatriation Net
Immigration Increase Estimates Immigratipn
©1931-1936 310,000 190,000 : 268,000 42,000
1936-1941 378,000 | 159,000 | _ 355,000 23,000

1941-1946 379,000 315,000 345,000 34,000
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TABLE VIII (Continued)

Country 1931 1936 1941 1946
Malawi 49,487 70,362 71,505 80,480
Zambia 35,542 46,884 48,163 45,413
Mozambique 14,896 - 25,215 45,970 72,120
Others 2,983 2,440 2,468 4,399

Source: S.R. Census Report of the C.N.C. (Salisbury: Govermment
" Printers, 1951), NAR, SR G 3, Table II, p. 5; also quoted
in William J. Barber, The Economy of British Central Africa
(London: Oxford University Press, 1961), p. 210. See
Appendix on tall immigrants.

In 1928, some 63,579‘alien blacks were employed in Rhodesian indus-
tries other than mining; The mines employed another 31,034, bringing
the total of aliens working in the country to nearly ninety-five thousand
peopie. 58,095 of thése entered tﬁe célony that year, while slightlf'A
"over'One—third of the total were repatriated. Many died in Rhodesia,’
and pver two hundfed marfied local and alien women. Of the ﬁewcomers,
nearly fifty pefcent_céme from Malawi, and less than a third came from
Zambia. The remainder came from Mozambique and other unspecifi@d coun-
tries. Approxiﬁafely‘fourtgen percent of the newcomers were jugeniles,
'thé ﬁajority of whom came from Zambia and Mozambique. 40,704 of the
new entrants were original immigrants and another 9,330 were re-entering
Rhodesia.36

'During 1929, more than'59,000 new black aliens entered the country
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énd Mélawi supplied the majority of these, Zambia provided slightly less
than hélf and Mozambique supplied about a quarter; the remainder came
from other unnamed territories. From the total of new entrants, 40,451
came in for‘the first time and about one-~quarter of these came from eaéh
of the countries of origin except new Malawians who numbered 16,267.
Juveniles made up one-sixth of the total immigrant population, and their
increase becéme'veryvcharaéteristic of all immigrants from that year.
Some fhirty thousand aliens returned to their countries of origin at the
end of the year. Those returning to Rhodesia forba second or third time
numbered 9,707 by the end of the year.37

For the whole of 1930, there were 88,484 aliens employed and residing
in‘Rhodesia at one time or another. New immigrant workers were 57,908
of whom 40,220 of them came for the first time to the country. Over
eight thousand were returnees. Although the number of juveniles dropped,
it étill was err the nine thousand mark. Less than fifty percent of
the aliens were repatriated. Malawi and Zambiavwere the biggeét suppliers
of thé new entrants. 42,529 other immigrants were added to the previous -
total during 1931. Of the 1931 new immigrants, about twenty-eight per-
cent were Zambians; Maléwi supplied nearly forty percent, while Mozambique
provided more than twenty—eight percent., Other-terrifories supplied the
remainder. There was also reference to the presence of blacks from
ﬁBelgian Congo"; Nevertheless, more than fifty‘percent of the total
alien population in Rhodesia that year returned to their original coun~
tries at the end of their work contracts. Soﬁething significant about
1931 migrants was a drop in the number of juvenile aliens who eétered
thodesia. ’The figure fell from the nine thousand mark set prevféusly, to

a little more than seven thousand. More than three hundred received
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automatic citizenship. To sum up, the alien immigrant made up nearly
one- té two~thirds of all Africans emplbyed in Rhodesia in 1931 and the
majority of fhem worked in Mashonaland, especially in the Hartley,
Mazoe, and Salisbury districts. Even though the immigration trends
showed a decline in 1926, that of 1927 to 1931 generally demonstrated
én upward steady annual swing.

From 1931, there was a sharper annual increase in immigration
despite the fact that many mofe local Africans than ever bgfore entered
‘. wage—earning employment. Malawi was the chief‘supplier of workers
'during the five;year period followed by Zambia. The two countries
_supplied an average of about thirty—six'thousand workers each per five
yeafs, while Mozambique's supply averaged about ten thousand'in the.
same périod. Clandestine immigrants from Mozambique were not included
in this'total since they were not counted.38 The closer relationship
bétween the goVernments‘of Rhodesia, Zambia, and Malawi made’it easier
for such large numbers of people to ieave for Rhédesia. The financial
arrangements made between them facilitated the transportatibn of men to
and from those territories. Yet the Rhodesian—Portﬁguese relations
were often strained on’the subject of exporting Africans from Mozambique.v
That explains also why clandestine emigration to Rhodesia was greater
from that country. |

In 1932, some aliens entered Rhodesia from the same sources but in

a rather slow pace. 38,150 came in for work'and'jOined other thousands

who had Been already there. Tﬁe greatest bulk of the entrants came in
thé colony for the first time (see Table on p. 26). .Over 253 of the
earlier immigfants married‘Rhodesian women and were granted permanent

settlement. However, those who remained in Rhodesia were a small part
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of those who proceeded to South Africa.

In 1933, the number of immigrants almost doubled that of the pre-
vious:year when 62,971 people entered; over one-third came from Malawi
while Zambia, Mozambique, and other territbries cbntributed»the remainder.
Of the total immigrants, 10,347 were male juveniles. The repatriates
were 29,298; those who died in Rhodesia were 1,201, and the married
were é79. Atvthe end of the year, the R.N.L.B. dissolved, but the ulele
continued;'financed by the government and the industries concerned.

In 1934, over'eighty—twonthousand blacks entered Rhodesia in search
of work; more than fifty*eight thousand had never been to the country
befére and more than eleven thousand of them were juveniles. However,
by. the end of‘the year, some thirty thousand or more people had Been
repatriated and twenty-five people received immediate citizenship while
284 married indigenous women. The total of immigrants for the year was
the highest on record then, and this trend of migration continued into
the néxt year when nearly eighty—four tﬂousand-immigrants entered
Rhodesia; 62,032 of them were-firstfpomers.' About forty-three thousénd

'wére repatriéted to Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, and other countyies'
during the year. The death rate was also staggering when 2,i77'a1iens
v died. ‘Neéfly'thirfy—six thouéand ﬁalawian>men came iﬁ followed;by
'Zambiahs, wh§ numberedltwénty—five thousand. Mozaﬁbiqueans numberea
21,174. The net immigration by the end 6f the year was about seventy-
ﬁwo thousand‘people, all employed in Rhodeéian induétries.39

The information on African population{and immigration in 1936 was
gatheredbfrom the enumeration of Hut Tax forms and returns from the
indusﬁries. The estimated Af;ican population of Rhodesia was 1,243,000

Apersons,’aﬁ increase of 179,000 people over that of 1931. African
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employment had increased by over two-and-a-half percent. Of the 252,482
Africans employed in all industries, alien immigrants made up more than
fifty percent:of the African labor force in the country. The largest
number of immigramts came from Malawi and Zambia; over seventy thousand
Malawiams came.in and nearly forty—seﬁen thousand entered from Zambia.
Very few people came from Mozambique and South Africa. 'One-fifth of
all female employees in Rhodesia in 1936 were aliens. In Matebeleland,
nearly seven hundred employees out of every 1,000 were alien. Zambian
- and Mozambiquean immigrants were more numerous in Matebelelmnd, and
Malawiéns (71,505) exceeded the rest in Mashonaland. Repatriates num-
bered about forty-five thousand persons. Two hundred and sixty Blacks
married within Rhodesia; another 2,105 died within the country{40

The périod 1936 to 1941 was one of prosperity in Smpthern Africa
despite the fact that all the éountries there were involved iﬁ World War
1T during the first rWenty months aé memberslof the British'Empire. The
healrh of the economy was responéible for the continuous increase in
- African immigration to Rhodesia and Sourh Africa in particular. 303,279
'élien-and indigenous Africans were employed in Rhodesian industries, a
19.3 pércent increase o§er that for 1936; female employees more than
dpubled the previous total; recruited and independent laborers méde up
sixty percent of all employees during the five—year;period. Other than
those recruited from-Rhodesia; there were 108,347 aliens working in the
country from Mozambiqug (37,933), Zambia-(19,093), Malawi (50,406),
and the rémainder were from pther comntries. All worked in.Méshonaland
alome’during the five—yéar-period. Another 38,686 morked in Matebeleland
Province.

Computed on an annual basis, it turns out that there were over
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eighty-one thousand registered alien workérs in Rhodesia in 1937, and
that.46,546 of them returned to their native lands. In 1938,.ﬁear1y
sixty—~two thousand registered immigrants in the country and another
48,890,returned home. In the next year, the number dropped appreciably
to 59,674 but shot up to nearly sixty-six thousand in 1940. The annua1
registration for 1941 was about seventy-eight thousand; over 45,000
returned home in 1939 and nearly’54,000‘1eft in 1941 compafed with only
35,178 who returned in 1942. 1In 1941 alone, aliens contributed taxes
to thethodesian revenue valued at 1130,738.

Taking the effects of war into'consideration, one would ﬁave ex-
pected a sharp decline in African immigration to Rhodesia between 1936
aqd 1941, but the opposite was the case. The majority of the immigrants
were independent immigrants who either walked, traveled by train, or
came by road under the Ulele scheme. Clandestine immigrants did not
return to their countries in as large numbers as recruited workers;
instead, many stayed permanently. An example of such pedple was_BeriSon
(Solomon) Tsikurakufa, a Malawian Ngoni who came to ﬁhodesia indepen-
déntly in 1932 on foot and took thirty days from Limbe;'Malawi, and
entered Rhodesia at Pehnalonga. He went to Rhodesia married, but 1eft

_his wife in Malawi whom he eventually divorced,and married a Manyika
woman ih Rhodesia. Tsikurakufa, interviewed in Qctober, 1975, admitted
thét ﬁe had returned to Malawi only three times’singe he came to Rhodésia,
and that in:each casé, it was for two or three weeks. Tsikurakufa still |
has a‘Malawian'identity card? but his ten Rhodesian born children have
Rhodesian and Malawian cards. This immigrant who called himself "Solomon"
on érrival, feeis thatihe is Rhodesian in every way. He is an example

of hundreds of others still in Rhodesia at present.
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The last four years of the period under consideration saw vigorous
economic changes in Rhodesia, especially in the mining and agricultural
industries. World War II stimulated agrarian expansion in the colony,

“and tﬁe farmers found themselves having to double or triple their

acfeage in order to meet'world demands for food and tobacco. To achievg.
such goals, they needed many more African laborers than they had to work
the fields. Local supply of labor was inadequate and so importation,

‘as the traditional source of supply, was the answer. African immigration
and'employment was stepped up to such a level that‘African immigrant
employees in the industry rose from thirty-four percent of the total

‘ Africaﬁ labor force in 1941 to thirty-nine percént by March, 1946. This
rise was matched with a sharp decline in the mining industry employment
and production. Whereas mines employed 2875 percent of African workers
inkl941, they emﬁloyed'a mere 19.0 percent by 1946. The vast majority

of alién‘agricﬁlturél workérsvwere in Mashénaland alone which abéorﬁed
‘six times asvmany aliens as were in Matebeleland. The decline ih mine
employme#t was gréater in Mashonaland where.only sixteen percent ﬁine
laborers worked compared with twenty—one\percentbin Matebeleland.

In order to get an adequate labor force, two programs were initiated

during the next five years. 1In 1942, the Rhodesian Government passed

the Compulsory Native Labour Act which forced every indigenous African
male adult in the colony to work on road and bridge projects as a
training program for skills and for minimal wages. Labor recruitment

©
%

“was authorized under the Native Labour Regulations, 1942, which empowered

the recruiters to import African workers from neighboring countries;
this was to be done carefully with the co-operation of Zambian and

Malawian authorities or any labor agents in those countries.
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As a result.of the new measﬁres, 200,412 new alien laborers came to
Rhodesian farms and mines. Agriculture absorbed the largest number of
recruits who were distributed thus: 72,120 Mozambiqueans, 45,413 Zambians,
80,480 Malawians, and 3,399 from other countries including Rhodgsia. As
of May, 1946, there were 376,868 black employees in Rhodesian industries;
13,524 of them females both alien and indigenous. New recruits numbered
19,781, Eut there were 43,563 unrecruited independent aliens during the
period.42

There were 9,095 Mozambique recruits working in Mashonaland other
than the 53,685 Mozambique independent immigrants already in Rhodesia.
Sbﬁe 1,103 recruited Zambians worked in Méshdnaland other than 16,677
unrecruited workers of Zambian nationality. Recruits from‘Malawi, working
in the same province, totalled 4,282, but independent entrants in the
same area were 53,300 persons.

In Matebeleland the proportion of immigrants by countries of origins
was different from tﬁat of Mashonaland. Out of 10,542 Mozémbique recruits
emp loyed iﬁ Rhodesia, 1,447 worked in this prdvince; 7,893 Mozambique
independent immigrants also served there. About 268 Zambian recruits
worked in and ‘around the‘Matebeleland Province compared with 27,365 iﬁde+
péndent Zambian immigrants workiﬁg there. Malawian contracted laborers
were 287 in conﬁrast Qith 22,611 unrecruited entrants. Unspecified coun-
tries supplied another 1,834 independent workers in Matebeleland.

From the evidence above it is épparent that independent immigration
became more populaf and was responsible for the majority of the African
immigrants who had more opportunities of remaining in the country longer
than recruited ones. In many iﬁstaﬁces, the'practice allowed them to

take up Rhodesian citizenship much earlier than would have been the case
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- 1f they had come as recruits. We should also note that the majority of
independent immigrants were returnees who knew the geography of the
country very well and who knew which 'masters' paid their laborers
better and provided them with the best conditions of service. quever,
it should be pointed oﬁt»that the statistics given about independent
entrants is,misieading in that it paints the picture of the employed
independent workefé only without telling us anything about thosévwho
clandestinely entered and settled quietly among the local Africans.
Whether these black immigrants were work-seekers or not, their impaﬁt on
the indigenous African society, politics, economy, and demography cannot
be underestimated. It is also clear that if many of these immigrant
workers had not bgen repatriated, Rhodesia would have turned into a
racial'and tribal melting pot.

The immigration_situation may be summarized by referring to a few
key facts.. First, the importation of blacks to Rhodesia was a deliberate
desigh by the successive govefnments of Rhodesia designed first‘to exclude
the indigenoﬁs African, and to educate him indirectly of "the dignity of
labouf" as the whités viewed it. Second, from 1890 to 1926, African
immigrétion.fluctuaﬁed in numbers and the majority of those who entered
came from South Africa until about 1911 or.so; Thereafter the northern
territories supplied more than any othér country. One'otherkfactorvwhich
should be emphasized is that the iﬁtroductiqn of the ulele scheme in
1926/27 inauguratea the biggest program of African immigration to
“Rhodesia, even though fhe séme period witnessed a remarkable increase
in the number of indigenous Afficans who joined industrial employment.‘
Also, because of the difficulty of determining the number of clandestine

immigrants, the immigration picture remains féirly incomplete. The four
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hundred persons interviewed during the field work for this study do
proVevthatkmany more immigrants never.returned to their home countries,
and to classify them herein as simply "migrant workers'" is to misrepresent
a historical reality. Whether they came and left or whether they settled
permanently, they still put an indelible mark on the charactér éf the

indigenous Rhodesian inhabitants.
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CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION
1. TImpact of African Immigration

All the thousands of alien Africans who converged on Rhodesia
between 1890 and 1945‘exérted a very significant social impact on the
indigenous Africaﬁ community in many ways. When so many people with
varied cultﬁreé convefged on a society with its own form of civilization,
their impact on the host society affected its population, the land, and
the culture.. Such was the impact of African immigrants on the Rhodesian
Af;ican society during this period.

As a result qf the increased immigration, Rhodesian African popu-
lation increased hy remarkable leaps and bounds between 1890 and'l945.
The table on African population and the graph on the growth of Africén.
population (Appendixes) show that African immigration increased faster
than the black poéulation as a whole. Aliens made up nearly four.per;
cent of-the‘total'African population in 1910; this proportion remained
fairly constant fér the next fifteeh years. But, in 1930, the alien
immigrants made_up'mbre than six percent of the total African population;
between 1935.and 1945; they represented about seven percent. In 1945
alone, they méde up more than 7.6 percent. This rate‘of'population
growth was bound to affect another sensitive area of human relations—
the use of land.

Early in 1894, the B.S.A. Co. Administration set up provisional
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" African reserves at Shangani and Gwai regions in Matebeleland for the
pufpose of settliﬁg South African black immigrants. Four years later,
the Administration set up the previously proposed Fingo Locatiohs at
~Bembesi and Tuli. This action soon angered the Ndebele who began a
series of attacks on the Fingo settlers and demanded the retﬁrn of  their
~land to them. But the B.S.A. Co. did not listen to the complaint
immédiately. Elseﬁhére in the colony, the problem of land Shorfage
due to the presence of many South African and Basuto Africans became
critical.b The Administration responded to the crisis by creating

' "Africén Reserves'", and "Crown or Govermment Lands" where the African
"settlersf were aliowed to buy land and encouraged to indulge in "open
competition amongst yourself and the white man," by Thompson, Rhodes'
negotiétor with the Fingoes in 1898.l Indigenous African reservatiqns
had not been épproved by the British Govermment, and so these were not
eétablished immediately. Héwever, the land question reached a new
érisis in 1920 when the Imperial gOVernmént fiﬁally intervened and
sanctioned tﬁe creafion of indigehous African reserves.

_ ?ive years iater,.the new Rhodesian government set up a commiSsion'
of inquiry, the Cérter Commission, to look into the question“of land
vdistriButibn in Rhodesia.. The evidence brought befﬁre the Commission
demonstrated that alien Africans marriedvindigenous women in order fo
‘receive "white certificates'" legally reserved for indigenes, so that
they would be "granted all the priVileges of an indigenous native,"
including land claims.

Since the land question was serious, the Commission recommended
the immigration of "a limited number of more progressive and hardworking

‘blacks, especially those from the north."3 This and other recommendations
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were responsible for increased immigration and made the problem even
more serious.  Tribal fighting broke out in 1929 in Bulawayo between
aliens and indigenes. Still the Rhodesian Govermment was unﬁrepared to
abandOn its faithful allies in the suppfession and exploitation of
indigenous Africans.

During the 1930s, the Rhodesian officialé resorted to the historic
racist laws which parcelled the country into racial and fribal islands
under - the Land Apportiomment Act. Under the Act, alien Africans were
not allowed to own land in indigenous African areas, but were still
permittéd to buy land in certain tracts which were opened as African
Purchase Areas. Conditions set up for buying land there meant that
oniy the African immigrant elite, the alien retired government servants,
former members of the policé force, religious school teachers, and
fetired miners could buy the land. It was this group of Africaﬁ immi-
grants who became’the first Africans_to buy land, indulge in private
businéss, and become the first Rhodesian middle—class Africans.

| Thevincrease in the number of immigrants each year did one goodb
_thing? however; it faciiitated more mobility between the tribes repre-
sented within Rhodésia during the period and helped in thé evolution of
a heterogeneous African society in Rhodesia. Marriages were contracted
between members of very differeﬁt tribes. That encouraged the breakdown
of some Uhnecessary tribal prejudices. However,bother cultural and
social problemé were also in the offing.

The majority of Afriéaﬁ immigrants to Rhodesia were yoﬁng-people
between the agesjof fourteen and fofty years, the majority of whom were
siﬁgle; Among earlier entrants, there were many more older and married

men who left families in their native countries. Those married men
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made up the gréatest number of the repatriates. The young men who came
later gof themselves more involved in the local African communities.
Many married local giris and became eligible for Rhodesian éitizenship
or double citizenship. Hundreds of such marriages occurred, but one
example of citizenship attainment by marriage will suffice to illustrate
. the point. In 1933, in Sinoia District, an alien black man named
Dingindawo Joni, a South African Zulu from Natal, resided in one of the
viliages where he eventually married a local Shona girl. Dingindawo
applied to the N.C. for a Rhodesian citizenship and was granted it.4
However, many such families did not last long due to differences that
arose‘in observing tribal customs and traditions. Native Commissioners
in all districts handled hundreds of divorce éases between aliens and
indiggnes.( Children of these marriéges continued to reside‘in Rhodesia
~and have since raised their own "Rhodesian families". o
One other éignificant result of-African.immigration was‘moral'

decadence in thé mining compdunds, towﬁships, aﬁd farm villages. Prosti-
4tutiOn‘became»widéspread between alien men and indigenous women living
.in the vicinity of these centers. Cases of venefeal diseases multiplied;
New diseases unheard of among the indigenous Africans broke but, ranging
- from new strains of pneumonia to syphilis which alone.killed over 282
péople in the mines in 1904.5 Michael Gelfand estimates that between
1906 and 1918, tﬁe death rate among aliens working in Rhodesia rangea
between 75.94 and 113.38 per thousand per year due to the alien epidemic
diseases.

vThe increase in immigrants also fesulted in aﬁ increase in cfimes
;ommitted by aliens either on indigenes or within the entire Rhodesian

society. The crimes committed by aliens ranged from theft, housebreéking,
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raping, desertion, destruction of property, to thefts of or exchange of
registration certificates, armed robberies, murder, and intertribal
fightings. Cattle theft and slaughter was one of the most common crimes
committed by aliens. The following record from the Criminal Investigation
Depértmentvshows the picture of crimes committed by aliens as well as
indigenes between 1924 and 1932. The information in‘Table IX below

does not show, however, the total nﬁmber of aliens arrested, tried, and
deported as a result of the crimes they committed. Those who Qere too
o0ld to serve imprisonment were deported, and so were not reflected_in
the final tally. - It is significant, however, to note that aliens con-
victed in Rhodesian courts totalled on the average between one-fourth

and one-third of those convicted in the whole country.

TABLE IX

- ALIEN AND INDIGENOUS AFRICAN CRIME
RECORD, 1924-1932

- Immigrant " Indigenous :
Year Convicts Convicts - Total
1924 . 50 - 150 200
1925 ' - 67 135 202
1926 , 65 140 205
1927 50 148 198
1928 77 ‘ ' 204 : 281
1929 ’ . 66 . 210 _ 276
1930 . 61 157 218
1931 : 63 : 171 234

1932 - 80 - 166 246

Source: Criminal Investigation Department, Defense Report, 1924-1935
(Salisbury:| Government Printers, 1936), NAR, S R G 3,
Schedules F7 G, H, pp. 15-20. '
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One of the greatest influences of the immigrants was in the field
of religion. The first aliens who came with the settlers were‘evange—
lists, lay Christians, and soldiers devoted to evangelizing and
suppressing indigenes in all ways possible. Like their white settler
allies, they were fully aware that religion was one of the stronges%
ties‘ofvnaﬁions, and destroying it weakened that nation. Driven by
this religidus fervor, Affican alien Africans took part in destroying
the Mwari éhrine in Matébeleland in 1893. During the wars of resis-
ténce, it was the African immigrants who headed patrols of black and
white soldiers which devasted the Mwari prophets, Nehanda and Kagubi,
who lived in Mashonaland.7 In retaliation, indigenous Africans slaugh-
tered mény of the alien African immigrants they knew who co-operated
with the Eﬁropean settlers; In Mashonaland they murdered.Bernard
Mizeki, an evangelist from South Africa, and John Kapuya. in_Matebeleland,
- similar murders occurred.

However, to the immigrants, those killed were Christian martyrs
who wbuld win eventuélly——and win they did. Several Christian denomi-
natiqns were introduced in Rhodesia mainly by Africans who weré
supbdrted and financed by European groups. After 1900, therebwas a
new wave of African—led alien churches which preached religion mixed
with politics. Such groups as the Church of Ethiopia and the Zionist
movemeht were nothing more than political groups'arouéing and fostering
negritude. For instance, the black American—led Church of Apostolic
Faith of Central Africa, which began in Malawi and then spread;to South
Africa and returned to Rhodesia, was purely a political movement. It
was never allowed té operate in Rhodesia until such a time wheﬁ it got
indigeneous Africans as leaders. From 1906, bléck Americans were banned

from Rhodesia.
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In non-Christian circles, alien religious practices infringed upon
 the Shona and Ndebele ways of worship, especially in mining compounds
where the aliens were in the majority. The féw Shona and Ndebele who
worked there found themselves learning the manner of alien worship,
their language, and lit;rgy; Chewa words like 'Mlungu" for God began
to be used by the Shona and Ndebele to mean, erroneously, a white man.
Gradually, some kind of syncretism began to spfead among the Africaﬁ
people when Nyanja, Bemba, Shona, Tonga, Yao, Zulu, and Ndebele ways
of worship became so interwoven that it was difficult to differentiate
betweeﬁ them.

The immigrants' religious activities were also tinged with political
radicalism which frightened European settlers during the first two
decades of the twentieth century. South African immigrants'in particular
were more vocal because when they first camé-to Rhodesia they had been
promised equal opportunities with their European allies only to find
themselves deprived of these political and economi; pfivileges. They
complained to the.B.S.A. Co. that they had éome to Rhodesia as equals
with the Europeans and so deserved equal treatment, but without success.
When that failed, they turned to political agitation'initially through'b
alien organizations and later ﬁressure groups into which they invited
and recruited local indigenes. |

Early in 1900, the South African black immigrants formed the Union
Natives Vigilance Organization which pressured the’Company for a vote
and land rights, but with little success. Many such organizations
sprang up and with leaders like John N'gono, Garner Sojini, John Hlazo,
Langalibalele Dube, and the first immigrant feminist, Martha Ngano,

organized political and trade union groups which demanded land and
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!
African parliamenﬁary representation, but witﬁout success.9 The immi-
grant from the south had come with a political approach new to the
indigenous African of Rhodesia.

The African immigrant from the northern territories also introduced
their own forms of organiéations such as burial societies; which were
and are still today centeré of maintaining their native cultures. 1In
tﬁesevsbcieties; cultural practices are maintained and children are
taught their real native way of life. Many of these societies do not
. admiﬁ indigenous blacks nor do they accept people who are not of their
tribe. Many northerners were much more interested in political organi-
zations which always started as African independent churches but Became
pure political parties. Sermons were political all throughout the
sefvides, THe indigenous African observed all these movements with
little interest--in many instances with riditulevof these "foreigﬁers

1
and matevera njanji'" who were friends of their oppressors. Q In all

fairness, aliens taught indigenes many new political and economic
_approaches to a lifestyle based on money.

African immigration played a very ﬁositive economic role. As
demonstrated in earlier chapters, African aliens supplied an almost
constant two—tﬁirds of all the African labor force in Rhodesian industries
between 1900 and 1945. Second, aliens have facilitgted the ostraéism
.of indigenes by the Eﬁropean settler since 1898, and as é result indi—b
genous Africans entered the money economy slower and later than would
have Been the case if similaripreferenées had also been extended to them.
The Rhodesian officials' and industrialists' reliance on immigranf blacks
alienated the indigenes and forced some of them to migraté to South Africa‘

in search of the same economic privileges they were denied at home.
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It is a fact, no doubt, that the immigrant African taught the indi-
genous African by example that a money economy was possible and viable.
As thékaliens bought farms and developed them for commercial purposes,
graduallykretired indigenous ex~teachers, policemen, and ministefs of
religion began té do the séme. Buying fafms introdﬁced a new concept
of land ownership which grédually eroded the traditional communal systém.
The practice also created a new African middle class which has.recently
turned out to be a very influential political and economic bloc. More:
thén this, African immigration also helped prevent the possibility of
compulsory servitude into which the ihdigenous Afriéan was about to be
plunged by 1906.
| Finélly, black immigration was economically profitable, first to
the B.S.A. Co., and second, to the subsequent Rhodesian govefnments in
form of Poll and Hut Taxes levied on all African immigrants. For
instance, in 1927/28, the Rhodesian Govermment received 53,609_in taxes

11 Rhodesian industry

from alien Africans out of an expected E4,743.
also benefitted from the cheap labor the élien immigrant supplied.

'However, in the long run, labor importation became more expensive until

the advent of the independent immigrant after 1927.
2. Conclusion

The'sfudy has examined the question of African immigration to
Rhodesia largely on economic, numerical, and social bases. We have
traced the growth of African immigration to 1945. This approach was
necessary to demonstrate the historical reality of such immigration, its
causes and impact on the African society.. African emigration and immi-

gration to Rhodesia took place due to earlier economic development in
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Rhodesia than in her neighboring states. This human avalanche ﬁas a
result of an official policy adopted by the successive administrations
which did not recognize this economic and human philosophy as the
disguised slavery it was. This massive African influx to Rhodesia wenf
througﬁ)Several stages of development.

Betweeh 1890 and the turn of this century, African immigration was
not expected to be a permapent part of the economic growth of Rhodesia
and did not occur as rapidly as one might believe. Those who came were
in many ways personal servants of the settlers uﬁtil the introduction éf
the Fingo by Cecil Rhodes in 1898. After this year, immigration trends
- were determined by the new race relations which developed after the Wars
éf Resistance. More alien African workers became necessary, and so the
ipdustrialist and the Rhodesian Administration turned td labor impor-

tation. The success of the first labor recruiting organizations
encoufaged the officials to draw up new programs. The inauguration of
native labor bureaus shorfly before 1900 and early in the first decade
of this éentury, and the official sanctioning of such programs, ushered'
in a period of massive immigration.

From the immigrant point of view, going to Rhodesia or South Africa
was a temporary and optional exercise, and so was not as popular as it
later turned out to be. For both the Chamber of Mines and the Rhodésian
administrators, immigfation was a way of humiliating the Rhodesian
"Kaffir" as well as indirectly teaching him the dignity of labor. After
labor recruitment became an official policy, immigrant workers would
either return to their home country after the end of their wbrk contracts,
or fhey would opt to remain in.Rhodesia indefinitely. African workers

would be repatriated on account of ill health, conviction of a serious
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crime, or-foilure to complete his work contract.

After World War I, African immigration increased because there
were bettet methods of recruiting introduced and improved transport
enabled Africans to go south in larger numbers than before. So the
_ increase was steady througﬁout the period up to 1923. The change of
éovernment structure in Rhodesia in 1923 necessitated a revision of
labor importation methods and the launching of new and more effective
"methods since immigration to Rhodesia for work had become more popular,
especially with Africans from Zambia and Malawi. Independent immigrants
had aléo‘increased by this time. 1In 1926 dnd 1927, the Rhodesian
_ Government‘and.induStrialists launched the "free ferry" and the ulele
schemes of labor importation. Thos, from 1923, African immigration took .
a new, accelerated trend which did not stop until the advent of the
Feoeration of Rhodésia and Nyasaland three decades later. Compulsory
repatriation also came into effect. So, for two and a half decades,
from 1928 to 1945, African immigrants averagod over‘fifty—two thousand
persons per each cénsus year. African immigratioh did take place, and
its effects are still felt within Rhodesia.

The thousands of alien Africans who entered Rhodesig had a signifi-
cant oemographioal, social, political, and economicveffect on the entiro
Africén society. The present Rhodesian society ié more hetérogeneous
than it was before black immigration and than its members would dare to
realize. As a result of immigration, Rhodesia also became the training
ground for political leaders of the northern territories of Malawi and
Zambia ao is demonstratéd by the fact that there are at least two
Rhodesion-educéted and troined government ministers in the governments

of both states today.
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Economically, alien blacks played an important role in the develop-
ment of the Rhodesian mining, agricultural, and urban industries, whiie
it is evident that they aided Europeans positively in their suppressive
measures. This 1s supported by the fact that industry, local governﬁent,
and‘central government officials did not employ indigenes in their
offices or in highly paid positioné until late into the third decade of
this éentury. However, the easy availability of African immigrants was
also pfejqdicial to the early training of indigenous Africans. The
African imﬁigrant, other things being equal, could be credited for
introducing the Rhodesian indigenous African to all kinds of religious,
social, and political organizations which later played significant roles
in the struggle for freedom. Their social and political ghosts still

live with the Rhodesian indigenous Africans.
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APPENDIX A

TABLE X

RHODESTAN AFRICAN POPULATION INCLUDING
ALIENS, 1910 to 1943

Year Indigenes Aliens Total Population
1910 826,260 33,740 860,000
‘l1915 | 932,007 37,993 970,000
1920 1,043,572 46,428 1,090,000
1925 1,181,898 38,102 1,220,000
1930 1,291,516 88,484 1,380,000
1935 1,499,046 120,954 | 1,610,000
1940 1,721,162 148,838 1,870,000

1945 2,031,394 168,606 2,200,000

Source: Southern Rhodesia, Census Reports, 1910-1943 (Salisbury:
Government Printers, 1943) Appendix Tables; Monthly Digest
of Statistiecs, April, 1977 (Salisbury: Central Statistics
Office, 1977), Supplement, Table I, p. 1. '
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APPENDIX B

TABLE XI

ANNUALLY EMPLOYED BLACK IMMIGRANTS
IN MINES, 1923-1944

Year A Alien Employees : Indigenes
1923 ’ 27,800 10,300
1924 30,300 11,100
1925 29,072 10,572
1926 30,605 11, 442
1927 29,984 12,062
1928 31,034 12,669
1929 | 34,287 | 12,694
1930 33,599 11,627
1931 26,897 8,305
1932 26,470 , 9,395
1933 ' 38,200 ‘ 15,300
1934 o 42,876 | © 19,237
1935 54,624 22,759
11936 60,397 23,659
1937 66,700 23,800
1938 64,917 22,853
1939 61,232 ‘ 22,358
1940 ‘ 63,196 22,609
1941 61,625 22,474
1942 59,914 22,012
1943 59,074 19,516
1944 | 54,421 19,310

Source: Southern Rqodesia: Mining Report, 1944, NAR, File S R G 3.
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APPENDIX C
GRAPH

RELATIVE GROWTH OF AFRICAN POPULATION

1901 to 1946
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Source: Southern Rhodesia Government: Cénsus_gi Population,
1951, p. 3 (data only).
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APPENDIX D

SHONA POLITICAL AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE

KING

and
COUNCIL

Key: NYIKA (KINGDOM)
A to G —-—— DUNHUS (Districts)
1 to 8 ———— MANAS (Villages)

Source: Constructed by the writer from ideas collected in oral inter-
views during‘field research, 1975-1977.
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APPENDIX E

ALIEN BLACKS IN URBAN INDUSTRIES, 1941

Industry

Domestic Services
Manufacturing

Shopkeepers and E.T.C.
Construction

Shbps and Offices

Central and Local Governments
Unidentified Industries
Police and Defense

Others

Professional Occupations

TOTAL

Number of Employees

13,412
9,532
3,725
3,206
2,900
2,288
1,442
806
‘626
169

38,106

Source: Census Report, May, 1941, Part VIII, Table VI, p. 13.
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APPENDIX F

ALIEN BLACKS IN URBAN INDUSTRIES, 1945

Industry Number of Employees
Domestic Service » 51,343
Manufaéturing ' 33,783
Central and Local Governments 11,624
Building and Construction - ' 11,364
Shops and Offices , 9,830
Shopkeepers and E.T.C. 7,270
Police and Defense | 3,937
Unidentified Industries | 1,509
TOTAL | 130,550

Source: Census Report, May, 1946, Part I, Table LXIII, p. 326; Part VII,
Table II, p. 20.
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APPENDIX G

A. INDIGENES AND ALIENS WAGES IN MINES, 1899

County of Origin

Mozambique Shangani
Zulus of S. Africa
Cape Boys and Fingoes

Zambians (Trans-Zambesians)

Malawians (Trans-Zambesi

ans)

Matebele (Ma Ndebele men)

Shona

Monthly Wages

30s.
30s.
E3 to
30s.
30s.
20s.
10s.

to £2 plus food
to E2 plus food
£6 plus food
to &2 plus food
to B2 plus food
to £2 plus food
plus food

Source: Commissioner of Mines, Annual Report, March, 1899, pp. 10-11,

File L O 4/1/4.

Tribe

"Good" Shanganis
'VZambians

Zulus

"Good'" Matebele

"Raw'"' Matebele

Shona and Young Matebele

B. ALIEN WAGES IN MINES, 1900

Mo

nthly Wages

k2 to
£2 to
B2 to
£2 to
k1l to
10s.

£3 plus food
B3 plus food
£3 plus food
£3 plus food
£2 plus food
to E2 plus food

Source: Mining Induétry, Annual Report, March 31, 1901, p. 14, NAR,

File L 0 4/1/9.
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APPENDIX H
MAP 1

AFRICAN IMMIGRATION ROUTES, 1890-1945

From Malawi, Zambia,

\(—/7//{/—’ IL_N and Mozambique

Zambia /a\\"’j7/
!gg From
Malawi
and
ozambique
Angola
Barotseland

X )

From
é Mozambique
' From
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From S. Afrizziiifi:\\
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APPENDIX I
MAP 2

INDIGENOUS AFRICANS OF RHODESIA

/
/
/7 SHONA
Tsw
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: (
langa\
\ )
\ )
\ / —~
P / =TT
~) ) [—\— -
Swa ‘\ \\ SHANGANT
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N

~ Source: Susan J. Pratt (ed.), The Enviromment of the Rhodesian People:

The People (Salisbury: M. O. Collins (pvt) Ltd., 1976),
Vol. I, p. 9.
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APPENDIX J

MAP 3

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVINCES OF RHODESIA

Salisbury

MASHONALAND

.Hartley
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SOUTH AFRICA
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