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PREF.ACE 

In the wake of our technical development, th~ nation is 

1Cperiencing a change in its industrial manpower require

~nts. The demand for technical and professional people has 

,stered a need to change our present educational system. 

,day, education is concerned with designing programs for 

1e individual. These new programs have forced many schools 

J initiate programs designed to let the students learn at 

t:i.eir own pace. 

This study was designed to determine the opinions of 

echnical students toward a self-paced method of instruction 

I wish to express my appreciation for the encouragement 

iven me by my thesis advisQr, Dr. Don Phillips. I also 

ould like to thank the computer center staf'.f, Mr. Calvin 

isen, Mr. Don Connel, ane. Mrs. Sharon Harris, and the stu

ents I interviewed during the study. 
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ereby each student's instruction and learning can be man

ed, and enables the student to achieve 75 to 90 per cent 

the material studied under present instructional methods 

lock, 1971 ). These components of career development are 

ry important for the success of any educational program. 

In addition to providing a system for a worker to 

quire skill and knowledge, the system or program should 

.plore his attitudes toward that system. Successful em

oymeht may very heavily depend on the ability of such pro

·ams to develop positive work attitudes (Wentling, 1973). 

The Purpose 

The over-all problem with which this study was con-

1rned with was to determine the opinions of students, in a 

ichnical institute, regarding the self-paced instructional 

>proach in use at that institution. 

Need for the Study 

In general, education beyond high school has been 

1.lled "higher education". The main concern of most state 

>dies or policy-making departments has been to provide 

3neral education rather than applied education. 

Post-secondary educational institutions are usually 

Lassified into four categories: (1) post-secondary techni

al vocational schools, (2) community or junior colleges, 

3) universities or colleges, and (4) combination secondary

)st-secondary vocational technical schools. 
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primarily in attitudes, feeling and motives of human 

functioning (Tuckman, 1973). 

Attitude: The degree of positive or negative affect 

associated with some pBychological object (Edwards, 

1957). 

6 

Behavioral Objectives: An object that is measurable in 

terms of doing an observable act or performing an act 

(Mager, 1962). 

Cognitive Domain: An area of human behavior that deals 

primarily in knowledge and information of human func

tioning (Tuckman, 1973). 

Non-Self-faced Course: A course that is taught using 

the lecture as its main method of instruction. 

Programmed Instruction: A well controlled learning 

sequence through stimuli and, breaking dow.n of subject 

matter into many simple tasks (Smith, 1971). 

Psychological Object: Any symbol, phrase, slogan, 

person, institution, idea; an idea toward which people 

can differ with respect to positive or negative affect 

(Edwards, 1947). 

Terminal Behavior: The behavior that will be accepted 

as evidence that the learners have achieved the main 

objective (Mager, 1962). 
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mject. Only one study was found that dealt directly with 

;udent reactions to a self-paced learning. Two other 

;udies were found that dealt primarily with students' atti-

1des toward the use of behaviora.l objectives and attitudes 

>ward the self-paced instruction format. 

A study by Taylor (1971) focused on the student reac

Lon to the grade contract method of instruction. In this 

~udy, Taylor assessed student opinions with a 14-item atti-

1de scale. He found a generally favorable opinion toward 

1e grade contract system. Although this learning style is 

)t exactly like self-paced instruction type, it does close

r parallel many of the procedures used in the self-paced 

1struction approach. The grade contract procedure used by 

aylor was based upon the assumption that the objectives 

ere clearly stated and students were given individual free

om to determine rate and objectives. Like self-paced in

truction it provided s·tudents a one-to-one relationship 

ith the instruction and a way to determine grade achieve

ent. 

One of the important features of self-paced instructior. 

s the focus on behavioral objectives. Lawson {1971 ), in a 

tudy on students' attitudes toward behavioral objectives, 

ttempted to show the effectiveness of instructional objec

ives of technical drafting concepts. The population was 

.sked to respond to a 16-i tem questionnaire using a modifiec 

·ersion of the Likert type scale. His conclusions were (1) 

hat instructional objectives proved to be useful and 
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CHAPTER III 

DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 

The purpose of this chapter is to describe the sample 

.d the method by which the data was collected and analyzed. 

ny problems require precise experimental control and manip

ation; others may be more satisfactorily investigated by 

.y of natural observations or non-experimental assessment • 

. e techniques used in this study appeared to best fit the 

•oblem being considered. 

Instrument 

Although a great deal of current research has focused 

l the measurement of opinions, an instrument for measuring 

,inions regarding self-paced instructional programs was not 

>und in recent studies. However, the techniques that were 

•esented in recent studies did suggest ways that the in

tstigator could develop such an instrument. 

The design and development of the questionnaire and 

>nduction of the interview were based upon suggestions by 

iwards (1957) and Van Dalen (1962). An attempt was made to 

~strict the number of questions for the interview. Ques

lons that were selected for the interview were sent to thre, 

1structors that were using a self-paced format. Each was 

1? 
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Histograms (see Appendix A) were constructed to present 

graphical picture of the percentages obtained for both 

•oups and the total sample. Histograms were not developed 

>r questions 8, 11, 20 and 21. 
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TABLE I 

POPULATION OF THE STUDY BY fECHNOLOGY 

Number of Respondents 

Technology Non-
Voluntary Voluntary Total 

lice Science 5 2 7 

r>e Protection 6 4 · 10 

ectronics 11 6 17 

nputer Programming 7 4 11 

rse Science 2 0 2 

chnical Writing 1 0 1 

neral Engineering Technology 2 0 2 

tal 34 16 50 

TABLE II 

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS FOR EACH GROUP CLASSIFICATIONS 

Groups 

Enrolled in a self-paced course 
at the present time 

Enrolled in a self-paced course 
during the school years of 1971-1974 

Number of 
Respondents 

30 

20 
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Question 1: Do you feel the self-paced course is 

9tter organized than a non-self-paced course? 

The data indicating the results of the interview are 

2own in Table III. The data indicates that 55.80% of the 

oluntary group, and 81.30% of the involuntary group felt 

rrat the self-paced course was better organized than a non

elf-paced course. The data also shows that 41.20% of the 

oluntary group and 18.75% of the involuntary group felt 

hat the self-paced course was not better organized than a 

on-self-paced course. 2.90% of the voluntary group was 

rrdecided as to which course was better organized. 

TABLE III 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 1 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

o you feel the self-paced instruction course is better or-
anized than a non-self-paced course? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

=34 Voluntary 5.90 35.30 2.90 44.00 11.80 

=16 Involuntary 0 18.75 0 68.75 12.50 

=50 Total 4.00 30.00 2.00 52.00 12.00 

Question 2: Do you feel the instructor helped you on 

n individual basis? 
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Table IV indicates that 91.2% of the voluntary group, 

td 100% of the involuntary group felt that instructors 

~aching on the self-paced method helped students on an indi, 

.dual basis, and 8.80% of the voluntary group felt that 

1ey did not receive any help on an individual basis from 

1e instructor. 

TABLE IV 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 2 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

> you feel the instructor helped you on an individual basis 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

=34 Voluntary 2.90 5.90 0 41.20 50.00 

=16 Involuntary 0 0 0 18.75 81.25 

=50 Total 2.00 4.00 0 34.00 60.00 

Question 3: Did you spend more time studying in the 

~lf-paced course? 

Results of the interview appear in Table v. The data 

1ows that 44.10% of the voluntary group, and 62.50% of the 

1voluntary group felt that they did spend more time study-

1g in the self-paced course. The data also shows that 

7.10% of the voluntary group, and 37.50% of the involuntary 
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oup felt that they did not spend more time studying in the 

lf-paced course. The data shows that 8.80% of the volun-

.ry group was undecided to the question. 

TABLE V 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 3 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

.d you spend more time studying in the self-paced 

Strongly Unde-
Group Disagree Disagree . cided Agree 

:34 Voluntary o.oo 47 .10 8.80 35.30 

=16 Involuntary o.oo 37.50 o.oo 56.25 

=50 Total o.oo 44.00 6.00 42.00 

course? 

Strongly 
Agree 

8.80 

6.25 

s.oo 

Question 4: Did you feel the grading system used in 

1e self-paced course was justified? 

The data indicating the results of the interview are 

1own in Table VI. The data shows that 82.40% of the volun-

1ry group, and 10~ of the involuntary group felt that the 

~ading system used in the self-paced course was justified. 

1e data also shows that 8.80% of the voluntary group felt 

1at the grading system used in the self-paced course was 

>t justified. 8.80% of the voluntary group was undecided 

1 the question. 



TABLE VI 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 4 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

21 

you feel the grading system used in the self-paced course 
1 justified? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

14 Voluntary 5.90 2.90 8.80 61.80 20.60 

6 Involuntary 0 0 0 93.75 6. 25 

;o Total 4.00 2.00 6.00 72.00 16.00 

Question 5: Do you feel the self-paced course will help 

L in more advanced courses? 

Table VIII shows the results of the interview. The data 

>Ws that 64.70% of the voluntary group felt that the self-

:ed course would help them in more advanced courses, and 

.25% of the involuntary group felt that they would be helpec 

more advanced courses by takirig a self-paced course. 

50% of the voluntary group felt that they were not going 

be helped in more advanced courses by taking a self-paced 

trse. 12.50% of the involuntary group felt the self-paced 

trse would not help them in more advanced courses. 8.80% 

the voluntary, and 6.25% of the involuntary group were un

:ided on the question. 



TABLE VII 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 5 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

22 

> you feel the self-paced course will help you in more ad-
meed courses? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

=34 Voluntary 5.90 20.60 8.80 64.70 0 

=16 Involuntary 0 12.50 6. 25 62.50 18.75 

=50 Total 4.00 18.00 8.00 64.00 6.00 

Question 6: Did the self-paced course make use of a 

Lde range of audio-visual equipment? 

The data indicating the results for question six appear 

1 Table VIII. The data shows that 76.5ofo of the voluntary 

~oup, and 68.80~ of the involuntary group felt that audio-

Lsual equipment was not utilized in the self-paced course. 

3.5ofo of the voluntary group, and 31.3ofo of the involuntary 

~oup felt that the self-paced course did make use of audio-

lsual equipment. Neither group had a person that was unde

lded on this question. 

Question 7: Does the self-paced course bring out the 

ause of failure in learning? 

The results of the interview are shown in Table IX. 

1e data indicates that 76.5ofo of the voluntary group, and 

1at 75.00% of the involuntary group felt that the self-pace 



urse i d 

urse,. 11 ., and 18. 

f t C e 

s not i i cl~ reve 

i d,, 

G 

s 
e 

0 

0 0 

? 

0 11 .. JI 1 75 i f QI, "' 

1 18 .. 75 .. 75~00 0 

1 " 1 o .. ..oo 10,,00 

--- ---~ 



The sample was asked on Question No. 8 of the interview, 

f given a choice of the types of aids that are used in the 

lf-paced course, which ones would you like to use in the 

urse? 11 The choice of aids they had to choose from was 

pes, sound on page, lecture, films, slides, overhead, and 

her. The data is given in Table X. 

Aids 

pes 

und on 

cture 

lms 

ides 

erhead 

her 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

TABLE X 

PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES TO THE TYPES OF AIDS 
THAT SHOUDD BE USED IN A SELF-PACED COURSE 

Number Percent* 
of of 

Responses Responses 

13 26.00 

Page 13 26.00 

38 76.00 

7 14.00 

11 22.00 

13 26.00 

Booklets 1 2.00 

Examples 1 2.00 

Teaching Machine 1 2.00 

ercentage was based upon the responses of the total sample 
(N=.50). 
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Question 9: Do you think the self-paced course was 

::der than a non-self-paced course? 

Table XI shows the results of the interview. The data 

)WS that 26.50% of the voluntary group, and 5D°fa of the in-

Luntary group felt the self-paced course was easier than a 

1-self-paced course. 70.6ofo of the voluntary group, and 

.50% of the involuntary group felt that the self-paced 

.1rse was not easier than a non-self-paced course. 2.90% 

the voluntary group, and 12.50% of the involuntary group 

Pe undecided on the question. 

TABLE XI 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 9 SHOWiliG 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

you think the self-paced course was easier than a non-
lf-paced course? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

34 Voluntary 2.94 67.65 2.94 23.53 2.94 

16 Involuntary 0 37.50 12.50 50.00 0 

50 Total 2.00 58.00 6.00 32.00 2.00 

Question 10: Do you think the self-paced course cor-

cts the learning disability of the students? 

Table XII shows the results of the interview. The data 
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.dicates that 67.60% of the voluntary group, and 81.25% of 

,e involuntary group felt that disabilities were corrected 

· the self-paced course. 26.50% of the voluntary group, 

;d 12.50% of the involuntary group felt that the learning 

.sabilities were not being corrected by the self-paced 

,urse. 5.90% of the voluntary group, and 6.25% of the in-

,luntary group felt they could not answer in favor or 

:ainst the question. 

TABLE XII 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 10 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

you think the self-paced course corrects the learning dis· 
ility of the student? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

34 Voluntary 11.80 14. 70 5.90 61.80 5.80 

:16 Involuntary 0 12.50 6. 25 81. 25 0 

50 Total 8.00 14.00 6.00 68.oo 4.00 

The sample was asked on Question No. 11 of the inter-

ew, "If given a choice, would you at the present time 

roll in a self-paced course or a non-self-paced course?" 

e data given in Table XIII presents an analysis of the re

tionship between the voluntary, non-voluntary, and total 

mple group responses to the question. 67.70% were in favoI 
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80% of the voluntary group, and 6.25% of the involuntary 

·oup felt that the self-paced course was not needed at the 

,chnical institute. 37.50% of the involuntary group felt 

.decided on the question. 

TABLE XIV 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 12 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

, you feel the self-paced course has a place in the techni-
.1 institute? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

'34 Voluntary 0 8.80 0 50.00 41.20 

=16 Involuntary 0 6. 25 37.50 56. 25 0 

50 Total 0 8.oo 12.00 52.00 28.00 

Question 13: Do you think subjects such as Mathematicsi 

.emistry, and Physics should be taught on a self-paced basif 

The results of the interview are shown in Table XV. ThE 

ta indicates that 58.80% of the voluntary group, and 75.00, 

the involuntary group felt that Mathematics, Chemistry, 

d Physics should be taught on a self-paced basis. The datf 

so indicates that 38.20% of the voluntary group, and 25.00?, 

the involuntary group felt that Mathematics, Chemistry, 

d Physics should not be taught on a self-paced basis. 
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~0% of the voluntary group was undecided on the question. 

TABLE XV 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 13 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

you think subjects such as Mathematics, Chemistry, and 
rsics should be taught on a self-paced basis? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

34 Voluntary 20.60 17.60 2.90 52.90 5.90 

16 Involuntary 25.00 0 0 62.50 12.50 

50 Total 22.00 12.00 2.00 56.00 8.oo 

Question 14: Do you feel working students benefit from 

Lf-paced courses? 

The data from the interview is shown in Table XVI. The 

ba shows that 79.40% of the voluntary group, and 100% of 

;) involuntary group felt that workin'g people benefit from 

ring the self-paced course. The data also shows that 

.80% of the voluntary group felt that working people do 

G benefit from taking self-paced courses. 8.80% of the 

Luntary group was undecided to the question. 



TABLE XVI 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES FOR QUESTION 14 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

30 

> you feel working students benefit from taking self-paced 
,urses? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

=34 Voluntary 0 11.80 8.80 61.80 17.60 

=16 Involuntary 0 0 0 25.00 75.00 

=50 Total 0 8.oo 6.oo 50.00 36.00 

Question 15: Do you feel course objectives in the self· 

teed course are more clearly stated than non-self-paced 

,urse objectives? 

The results of the interview appears in Table XVII. 

Le data shows that 70.6<1% of the voluntary group, and 68. 7.5~ 

'the involuntary group felt that they understood the self-

teed objectives better than non-self-paced course objec

.ves. The data also indicates that 23.50% of the voluntary 

•oup, and 18.75% of the involuntary group felt that they 

.d not understand the self-paced course objectives better 

tan the non-self-paced course objectives • .5.9<J% of the 

>luntary group, and 12.50% of the involuntary group was un-

icided. 
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Luntary group, and 56.25% of the involuntary group felt 

~t the self-paced course did not resmnble a correspondence 

~rse. 5.90% of the voluntary group, and 6.25% of the in-

luntary group were undecided. 

TABLE XVIII 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 1,6 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

es the self-paced course make the student more responsible 
r his studies? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

34 Voluntary 0 11.80 0 73.50 14.70 

16 Involuntary 0 12.50 0 50.00 37.50 

50 Total 0 12.00 0 66.00 22.00 

TABLE XIX 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 17 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIPS OF THE THREE GROUPS 

you feel the self-paced course resembles a correspondence 
urse? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

,34 Voluntary 8.80 55.90 5.90 20.60 8.80 

=16 Involuntary 12.50 43.75 6.25 37.50 0 

=50 Total 10.00 52.00 6.00 26.00 6.oo 
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Question 18: Do you feel you learned any practical 

ills while t~ing the self-paced course? 

The data for question 18 appears in Table XX. The re

lts indicate that 61.70% of the voluntary group, and 100% 

the involuntary group felt that they did learn some prac-

cal skills in the self-paced course. The data also shows 

at 38.30% of the voluntary group felt that they did not 

arn any practical skill while taking the self-paced course. 

ere was no undecided responses to the question. 

TABLE XX 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 18 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIPS OF THE THREE GROUPS 

you feel you learned any practical skills while taking thE 
lf-paced course? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

34 Voluntary 8.90 29.40 0 55.90 5.90 

16 Involuntary 0 0 0 81. 25 18.75 

50 Total 6.oo 20.00 0 64.00 10.00 

Question 19: Do you feel courses such as History, 

glish, etc., are more suitable to the self-paced approach? 

Table XXI shows the results of the interview. The datf 

.ows that 64. 70% of the voluntary group, and 32.50% of the 

.voluntary group felt that a course of a non-mathematical 
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.ture is more suitable for the self-paced approach. The 

.ta also show~ that 29.40% of the voltmtary group, and 

,.QC)% of the involtmtary group felt that the non-mathmaticaJ 

,urses were not suitable to the self-paced approach. 5.90% 

the voltmtary group, and 12.50% of the involtmtary group 

,1 t tmdecided on the question. 

TABLE XXI 

PERCENT OF RESPONSES TO QUESTION 19 SHOWING 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE GROUPS 

• you feel courses such as History, English, etc. are more 
Litable to the self-paced approach? 

Strongly Unde- Strongly 
Group Disagree Disagree cided Agree Agree 

=34 Voltmtary 2.90 26.50 5.90 58.Bo 5.90 

=16 Involtmtary 6.25 43.75 12.50 25.00 12.50 

=50 Total 4.00 32.00 8.oo 48.00 8.oo 

Question 20 of the interview asked, "Do you think the 

1lf-paced program at Oklahoma State University Technical 

tstitute in Oklahoma City should be continued or discon-

.nued ?" 

The data given in Table XXII represents the relation

Lip of the responses to the question. 91.20% were for con

.nuing the program, and 8.80% were for discontinuing the 
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~gram for the voluntary group. The non-voluntary group 

s 93.80% for .continuing and 6.30% for discontinuing the 

ogra.m. The total sample responses were 92.00% for contin

ng and 8.00% for discontinuing. 

TABLE XXII 

PERCENTAGE OF ANALYSIS OF THE RESPONSES OF EITHER TO 
CONTINUE OR DISCONTINUE THE SELF-PACED PROGRAM 

Group 

luntary (N=34) 

n-voluntary (N=16) 

tal (N=50) 

Continued 

91.20 

93.75 

92.00 

Discontinued 

8.80 

6. 25 

8.00 

Question 21 of the interview asked., "Do you feel the 

.structor 1 s attitude was positive or negative toward the 

,lf-paced course ? 11 

The data given in Table XXIII presents the relation

.ip of the responses to the question. The table shows that 

).Oo% of the total sample felt that the instructors involvec 

, the self-paced courses projected a positive attitude, and 

00% felt that some instructors projected a negative atti-

Lde. 



TABLE XXIII 

PERCENTAGE OF ANALYSIS OF THE RESPONSES 
OF THE INSTRUCTOR'S ATTITUDE TOWARD 

THE SELF-PACED COURSE 

Group Number of ResEonses Percent of 
Positive Negative Positive 

mtary (N=34) 30 4 88.20 

-voluntary 
(N=16) 16 0 100.00 

al (N=5o) 46 4 92.00 

Res12onses 
Negative 

11.80 

0 

8.oo 
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llingness to help them. Only a few felt that some instruc

rs did not m~e an honest effort to help them. The fact 

smaller classes at the technical institute also helped 

.e students feel that the instructors were willing to help 

.em. Approximately 6% of the students interviewed felt thai 

.ey did not receive individual help during the course. 

Fifth Research Question: Was the self-paced instruc

on approach better organized than a non-self-paced c.ourse? 

The results presented in Table III indicate that approx· 

tately two-thirds of the total sample felt the self-paced 

urse was better organized than a non-self-paced course • 

. the opinion of the investigator, the reason the involunta1 

oup answered in favor of the question (81.25%) was due pri

rily to changes that had occurred in the material since 

.e self-paced program started. 

Sixth Research Question: Did working students view the 

lf-paced instruction approach as an asset? 

The data presented in Table XVI implies that the major

y of both groups (voluntary and involuntary) feel that 

rking students benefit from the self-paced structure. 

Many students indicated during the interview as to the 

exibility of the self-paced system as to their work sched

e. Many students also expressed their feeling that more 

urses should be taught on this basis. 

Seventh Research Question: Were course objectives in 

e self-paced instruction approach more clearly stated than 

n-self-paced course objectives? 
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Conclusions 

In general, the opinions of the sample indicate a posi

LVe response to the self-paced instruction approach. 

It can be concluded from this study, based on the opin

>ns of the students sampled, that: 

1. Students trucing the self-paced course are able to 

identify personal learning deficiencies. 

2. Learning deficiencies encountered by the students 

during the self-paced course are corrected by the 

self-paced course. 

3. The employment of multi-media self-study aids were 

not used during the self-paced course. 

4. The students did recive individual help from an 

instructor while trucing the self-paced course. 

5. The self-paced instruction approach was better or

ganized than other non-self-paced courses. 

6. Working students view the self-paced course as a 

viable way to their needs. 

7. Self-paced course objectives are better stated than 

non-self-paced course objectives. 

8. A major proportion of students (76%) would like to 

see lectures included in the self-paced instruc

tional programs. 

9. The amount of study time required in the self-paceo 

course was greater for the involuntary group. 

10. Students in the involuntary group said that the 

self-paced course was harder. 
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11 • The voluntary group viewed courses such as History, 

English, etc. more suitable to the self-paced 

approach. 

In brief, the findings suggest some evidence that opin-

,ns of the sample do favor the self-paced instruction ap-

•oach. The findings also indicate that more studies should 

1 conducted to provide more data related to the effective

,ss of the self-paced method of instruction. 

The findings in this study support some of the findings 

•esented by Wentling (1973). For example, he found that 

IIllediate learning achievement and delayed achievement were 

,r superior for the mastery learning strategy and not super: 

• for non-mastery learning strategy. Wentling also showed 

Lat students in the mastery learning course spent more time 

;udying than in the non-mastery learning approach. These 

.ndings agree with the results of Table VII which indicates 

;udents felt that they spent more time studying in the self· 

LCed course. 

The fact that 70% of the total sample felt that course 

,jectives are more clearly stated than non-self-paced cours1 

>jectives tends to support the findings of Lawson (1971) • 

. s study showed that instructional objectives were effectiv1 

L facilitating relevant learning concepts. 

Recommendations 

As is true of most studies, this one raises far more 

Lestions than it answers. Following are several recommenda, 

.ons for further research related to this topico 



1. Follow-up studies should be made to determine how 

effectively the learning resulting from self-paced 

instruction is retained. 

2. A study be conducted to follow and evaluate the 

achievement of students in self-paced courses vs. 

the achievement of students in non-self-paced 

courses. 

3. A study be conducted to determine attitude changes. 

4. The lecture be used as a supplement to the self

paced course. 
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If given a choice would you at the present time, enroll 
in a self-paced course or a non-self-paced course? 

Do you feel the self-paced course has a place in the 
technical institute? 

Do you think subjects such as Mathematics, Chemistry, 
and Physics should be taught on a self-paced basis? 

Do you feel working students view the self-paced course 
as an asset? 

Do you feel course objectives in self-paced instruction 
are more clearly stated than non-self-paced course 
objectives? 

Does the self-paced course make the student more respon· 
sible for his work? 

Do you feel the self-paced course resembles a corres
pondence course? 

Do you feel you learned any practical skills while 
taking the self-paced course? 

Do you feel courses such as History, English, etc. are 
more suitable to the self-paced approach? 

Do you think the self-paced program at Oklahoma State 
University Technical Institute should be continued or 
discontinued? 

Do you feel that the instructors attitude was positive 
or negative toward the self-paced course? 

,mm.ants: 
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