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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

From childho.od to old age, one of the basic needs of man is that of 

belonging and being accepted by other individuals. Man often seeks to 

satisfy this ne,~d through his participation in organizations, such as 

professional, fraternal, political, or social groups. Belonging to and 

participating in organizational activities has become important to most 

individuals. in today's modern society as a way of meeting this basic 

need. 

With the standard of living that most .citizens of .this country have 

today, many individuals chaose to spend much of their time participating 

in arganizational a,ctivitiE\_s,. Th~se may. take the form of lab.or or pre-

fessional organizations relating to one's field of work, or they may be 

recreational organizations used c!-S a means of occupying a person's 

leisllre time. 

While preparing for one's chosen career, most.individuals have . . . 

9pport;unities th,rough America's educational system to belong to student 

organizations at the high schqo:\, level as well as the college level. 

Organizat;icms for studen.ts enrolled in vocational edllcation programs 

first began under the sponsorship of t;:he Smith-B:ughes Act of 1917. 

A:i_most 50 years later, the Vocational Educ1'J.tion Act -of 1963 further 

stresseq the importanG,e of the rela~ionship between student organiza-

tions and vocational education. The 1968 Amendments to the Act 
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encouraged the development of organizations for vocationa.t and technica+ 

education students enrolled in post-secondary programs. 

On January.20, 1970, James E. Allen, Jr., (1), former U. s. 

Connnissioner of Education, released a statement to vocational educators 

endorsing student organizations as a means of strengthening programs in 

vocational and techn.ical education. Mr. Allen's statement was as 

follows: 

1. The Office c;>f Education will provide advisory assistance 
to national student organizations and to State agencies 
as a. par~ .of the off:J.,cial duties of Federal employees 
designated to serve in this capacity. 

2. Federal-State grant funds for vocational education may 
be use9- by the State.a to provide · leadership and support 
to student organizations and activities directly related· 
to establish_ed vocational education instructio~ pro­
grams, under provisions of approved State plans for 
vocational education. 

~. The purpose of t];le Federal Office of Education in 
encouraging student organizations is to improve the 
quality and relevance of instruction, "to develop some 
experiences not otherwise available within the schools. 

Altho_ugh support from federal and state government has continued to 

increase for development.of vocational and technical education student. 

groups, the degree of interest and participation by post-secondary stu-

dents in Oklahoma has not been strong, as evidenced by their small 

~embership. 

Statement of Problem 

Information provided by state.leaders of four nationally affiliated 

post-secondary studen_t organizations in Oklahoma reveals that present 

members,hip. is small in comparison. to the potential membership ~or the 

beginning of academic year 1972-73. Post-secondary VICA in O~lahoma has 

a present membership of 371; the potential membership is 4,000~ Junior 



3 

Collegiate DECA has a pres.ent membership of 123; the potential member-

ship is 1,250. Phi Beta Lambda has a present membership of 867; the 

potential membership is 2,500. Collegiate FFA has a present membership - ' 

of 1,636; the potential membership is 8,000. All of the four .student 

groups have present membership far less than 50 percent of their paten-

tial. For some unidentified reason, vocational and technical education 

student organizations in Oklahoma are not reaching a majority of post-

secondary student potential. 

Purpose and Objectives of Study 

The purpose of this study was to examine selecte~ characteristics 

of a group of students who. are members and anothe~ group who are not 

members of vocational and technical education student organizations at 

six.post-secondary institutions in.the state of Oklahoma. 

The objectives of this study were: 

1. To compare the identified characteristics of members.and non-

me~bers of vocational and technical education student organizations in 

the following areas: 

a. Age 

b. ~rital status 

c. Enrollment classification 

d. Race 

e. Size of community where reared 

f. Hours worked per week while attending college 
I 

g. Future plans after completion of program 

h. Distance travel.ed to attend college 

i. Previous participation in youth organizations 

j. Military status 



2. To determine if there were any differences in the opinions of 

members and non".'"members pertaining to statements expressed in the 

following areas: 

a. Time as a factor it1fluencing student decision. for member­

ship 

b. Cost of membership fees as a factor influencing student 

decision for membership 

c. Student feelings concerning the need for vocational and 

~echnical education student organizatiops beyond the high 

school level 

d. Types of other activities currently being sponsored as a 

factor influencing student decision for membership 

e. Insufficie1,1t support and encouragement from college admin­

instration ,as a factor influencing student decision for 

membership 

f. Lack of enthusiasm by organization advisers as a factor 

influencing student decision fo,r membership 

g. Lack of time for fund raising activities as a factor 

influencing student decis.ion for membership 

3. To deterrnin,e the other reasons which both members and non~ 

members &ave for choosing either to .participate or not to pa:rtic::i,pate 

in a vocational anq technical education student organization. 

Nee.d fo:r the Study 

Many·people believe that student organizations, whej:her at the. 

secondary or post-,-.secondary level, contribute significantly to the 

learning experiences of the student. Such experiences become a part of 

4 



the institution's curriculum, since a curriculum includes all of the 

learning experiences both outside and inside the classroo.m,. 

Students wh.o choose not to participate in student organizations 

fail to bene:fi t in all o.f the learning experiences made available to 
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them by the institution. Prio.r h1owledge concerning bo~h the character-

istics of non-participating students and the reasons for their choices 

in deciding not to participate would be helpful to individuals who hold 

placei:; of res,pon~ibilit~ in the planning of educational activities for 

students in post...:.secondµry .institutions, Also, faculty advisers could 

us.e such informa.tion as an aid toward· planning effective programs 

designed to appeal to more students. 

Scope and Limitations of the Study 

This study was limited to vocat:to. nal and techn:ical students who are 
' ' 

majoring in engineering technology pursuing a two-year aS$OCiate degree. 

Six of Oklahoma '.s post-"secondary institutions were selected for inclu-

sion in this study. The study was.further limited to studE)nts of 

institutions with engineering technology programs which receive state 

and federal funding through the Oklahoma State Department of Vocational 

and Technical ~ducation. 

The institutions selected for inclusion in this study are Nor.thern 

Oklahoma College, Northeastern Oklah?ma A & M College, Eastern Oklahoma 

State) College, Murray State College, Sayre Junior College, and Cameron 

Gollege. Cameron College ia a four-year i11stitution, and Sayre Junior 

College _is a community junior college. The other remaining colleges 

are state-supported junior colleges. 



A special questionnaire was developed for gathering the data in 

this study. (See appendix.) The questionnaires were mailed to the 
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institutions included in the study and administered to one class of stu-

dents. Each class was select~d by the faculty member who was responsible 

for administering the questionnaire. 

Definition of Terms 

1. Engineering Technology.,.. Beatty (2) defined engineering tech-

nology as: 

A program designed to train an individual to 
be a part of the engineering team. His duties 
require him to be a liasion man between the 
engineer and the skiiled workman. His training 
consists of high school plus two years' post­
secondary schooling in a technology with a strong 
emphasis on mat.hematics and science. 

2. Vocational and Technic.al Education Student Organization or 

Youth Organization - A youth organization according to The 

Encyclopedia of Education (3) is as follows: 

An organization for secondary or post~secondary 
students that. respresents an integral part of 
the in~tructionai program of the in~titution and 
provides an effec;ive means of g~iding members. 
through appropriate learning experiences relating 
to an established occupational objective. 

3. Fut.ure Farme:i;-s of America - (FFA) - Reuwee (4) defined the 

Future Farmers of America a~ follows: 

A national vocational organization for students 
of agricultural programs, This student organi­
zation has a division .for seconq.ary students and 
a division for pQst-secondary ~tudents known as 
CollegfaJe FFA. 

4. Distributive Education Clubs of. America - (DECA) - According to 

Applegate .(5), the Distributive Education Clubs of America is 

defined as: 



A national vocationa,1 student organization operating 
through the schools to attract young people to 
care.ers in marketing and distribution. Divisions 
exist for both secondary and post-secondary s1=udents. 
The post-secondary division is kriown as Junior 
9ollegiate DECA. 

5. Vocational Industrial Clubs of America - (VICA) - Johnson (6) 
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describes the Vocational Industrial Clubs of Am~rica as follows: 
' . . . 

A national vocational and technical education stu­
dent: organization for trade, industrial, technical, 
and health education students in secondary and 
post-secondary programs. The post-secondary divi­
sion is known as Post-Secondary VICA. 

6. Future Business Leaders of America - (FBLA) - Byrnside (7) 

defines the Future Business Leaders of America as follows: 

A national vocational student organization for 
secondary students of busine~s and ofrice occu­
patioµs. Phi Beta Lambda is a d:t.vision of this 
organizatio.n for students enrolled in post-secondary 
programs. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

During the last half-century, the educational program in America 

h,as undergone many, significant changes. These char:iges have resulted in 

new programs for youth ~hat are.career oriented and which are available 

to students at both. the secondary and post-secondary levels. 

The need for vocational and technical education student organiza-

1;:ions is recognized by many educators as a means of expanding the scope 

of their. teaching program. While the need. for student organizat;ions as 

a means. of complementing instructional programs is genenilly accepted by 

most educators, the role of such organizations is not always agreed upon, 

as evidenced by yarying opir:iions expressed by educators. Student 

organizations are. not ney1 to .. the field of vocational education. Their 

existence occupies a vital role in th,e overall vocational program. The 

ro+e of vocational and.technical education student organizations in 

vocaticimal education is viewed by Swan (8) as follows: 

In defining stuc:lent orga:nizations of Vocational Education, 
I be],ieve the most important concept is that of each organi- · 
zation's being .an integr~l.part of education, It is through 
the avenues of ;his yo~th a?-tivity that we. te.st our under­
standing and develop profic;:iencies as related to what ~e have 
learned in the classroom. 

In ·1968, a report was prepared for the Subcommittee on Education of 

the Committee of Labor and Public Welfare (9) concerning vocational 

educational progtams~ 'rherole bf vocational and technical education 
I '•, ' • 

student organizations in their report was viewed as follows: 



Vocational educational student groups meet these general 
needs, .but also add ai;i .area of specificity that enh.ances the 
student's participat:i,on in his chosen occupational curri­
culum. Some of the contributions of a student organization 
include: · 

1. The student gains a variety of first-hand experience 
through consistent contact with personnel working.in 
a specific occupational area •. 

2, The student is appraised of the opportunities available 
in a specific occupation to a vocational educational 
giaduate. · 

3. The student learn,s if he is qualified and interested 
in obtaining the necessary· educati.on and experiE!nce. 
to enter his chosen field. 

4. 'l'he student gains experiences in leadership roles as a 
member of his stu¢lent organization. 

5, The studen.t gains an awareness of the professional 
~rganizations which. exist to .help him in his career 
choice, and in attai1;1.ing his care.er goals. 

Vocational education student organizations supply the 
vehicle for rela1:ing occupational competence and signifi'."'" 
cance to the student's work env:i,ronT(lent and his role in 
society. Such organizatioi;is also provide.a laboratory for 
securing experience not poss+ble.th,rough other aspects of 
the curriculum. 

The role and the value of student organizations have been demon-

strated successfully in the educ.ational system of .America for years, 

The Vocational. Education Act of 1963 made it possible to broaden voca-

tional e,ducation and stressed the need for student organizations as a 

means for developing leadership and. citizenship in all vocational 

education programs. 

Each individual who becomes associated with student organizations 

may recognize the potential of student groups in many different capa-

cities. Motivation and recruitment are often cited by both educators 
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and stuqents,as being desiraqle attributes of institutions which sponsor 

an active vocational student group. 



One.student will recruit another student. Each will go where.a 

friend goes. This represents a trend that may continue for years as a 

result of a strong student organization. In reference to recruitment, 

Niemczyk (10) stated: 

Post-secondary technical club.s can., through ~heir pro.­
grams, play a'very important role in recruiting students 
for technical programs. Of the total irtstitution~l program, 
an active competitive student organization is probably the 
most appealing to the prospective student.· especially those • 
who have been 1;1ssociated,with active competitive organiza­
tions. in high sch~ol. 

Since vocational and technical .education student organizations 
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serve many useful purposes in vocational curricula, it is most.difficult 

to describe the purpose of student organizations in one brief statement. 

Teske (11) has attempted to generalize the purpose.of student organiza-

tions, however, by stating: 

It is just possible t.hat the one and only purpose of 
vocational and technical education student organizations 
is to further 'develop individuals so that they can lead a 
happy, satisfying; li~e and. earn a living in our social­
economic-political-:-cultural system. In short, our task 
is to build men and women. 

The history.of vocational and technical education student organi-

zations at the national level dates back to the year of 1928. The first 
:, .\ ' . . ' . . ' ,• ' 

national vocational stude.nt Qrgqnization was the Future Farmers of 

America, while the latest is the Office Education Association, which 

was organized in.1966. At the present time, nine vocational student 

or~anizations exist at the national level as contributors to the 

personal and occupational growtll of students in vocational education 

programs. 

The st;:ructure of most national .vocational and technical education 

student organiza,d.ons is oriented toward either secondary students or 

post-secondary students. Only in recent years has ~here bee11 an 
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increased inter~st for the expansion of vocational and technical educa-

tion student organizatic;ms into post-secondary programs. 

In many post-secondary institutions, vocational and technical edu-

cation student organizations wer~ started as local ind,ependent 

organizations. Many of ~hese same organizations are now becoming 

affiliated with nationally organized student groups. The opinions 

concerning the need for expanding such groups to the college level 

varies widely among many individuals associated with higher education. 

Brown (12) described his opinion concet'ning the expansion of new student 

organ;i.zations into colleges as follows:. 

Adequate opportunities for leadership and membership 
are available t;hrough the. various honorary or professional 
fra,~ern:t.ties and ~hrough membership in departmental clubs. 

In .short, I see nc;> real need for extension of our 
tradi,tional student organizations into the collegiate 
.scene. I. do iiot mean to impiy that the Collegiate FFA, 
or any club which is. already established at the college 
level, should be dropped. My point is that I do not 
envision the colleges as fertile ground for extensions 
of FF.A, VICA, DECA, · an.d FBLA. 

To, me, it se~ms more wise to say that the student 
organizations are designed primarily for secondary stu- ' 
dents rather thaQ. for college.students. The college 
student has in many ways outgrown his need for partici­
pating as a member of special student groups. 

While some individuals vi,ew studen1= organizations for college stu-

dents as being unn~cessary, many believe.that post-secondary students 

have not been given the same opportunity for growth and development as 

eitudents enrolled in secondary .vocational education programs. Anderson · 

(l3) has expressed his feeli~g concerning the need of post-secondary 
i' • I 

student organizations as follows: 

I have b~come incr~singly concerned about the oppor­
tunities we provide for growth and development for the 
individual through student, actiyities. this phase of edu­
ca~ion is important.to the students enrolled in post-



secondary vocational education. Hundreds of thous~nds of 
students are deprived of this opportunity because an avenue 
for this phase of education has not been adequately · 
developed at the post-secondary level. I am thoroughly 
convinced that the need exists for post-sec~ndary student 
organizations. 
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The need for the development of vocational and technical education 

student organizations for post-secondary agricultural stud.ents has long 

been the concern of many individuals in higher education. Olcott (14) 

expressed his feelings by stating: 

The further development of these social and leadership 
skills is even.more important for the graduate of post­
secondary programs. Empl~yers are interested in more than 
technical comp,etence. They want a person who will evidence 
enthusiasm for his job as well as one who can deI11onstrate 
leadership in his chosen field. 

The Director of the Anoka (Minnesota) Technical Education Center 

was quoted by Ingvalson (15) concerning the need for post-secondary 

student organizations by stating: 

The goals of vocational education are not only a deyel­
opment of t~chnical knowledge and skills, but also the 
application of them in relation to people and organizations. 
It is difficult for me to conceive of vocational edtlcation 
achieving the goal~ of leadership development, working 
effectively with people and working within organization$ 
without a student organization. Furthermore, a studenti 
organization, relative to his technical field of interest, 
becomes an excellent communication vehicle with industry, 
the public, and the instrucUonal staff. 

Prior knowledge concerning the possible roles of student organi~a-

tions is helpful to any individual who is presently, or who intends to 

become, associated with student organizations in vocational and techni-

cal programs. In addition, infopp.ation regarding the characteristics of 

students who participate is always helpful to persons who setve as 

sponsors or leaders of student clubs, 

A study by Raupe (16) revealed some interesting information con-:-

cerning the relationship of participation in student organization 



activ:i,ti~s in comparison to academic grades. The study involved 

secondary stµdents who were members of the Future Farmers of America 

organization. Raupe's statement. concerning this comparison is as 

follows; 

Those students with a higher rate of participation 
maintained a higher grade point average than thos.e students 
with less or no partfoipation at all.. 

Participation in post-secondary student organi~ations was a topic 

selected for inclusion .in a study by Granberry (17) which analyzed the 
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characteristics of agricultural students enrolled in terminal and trans-

fer curriculums in Texas. That study reveals that e.ducational goals 
l 

which students have have no correlation with the degree to which a 

student participates in. a post...;.secondary student organization. 

Granberry expre13sed hi.s findings concerning participation between the 

two groups of students as follows.: "There is no significant relation-

ship between the extent of participation in junior college student 

organizations and the type of curriculum in which. tqey are enrolled." 
. \ 

Vocational and technical educ.ation student organizations at both 

the secon<;lary and the pos.t...;.secondary levels offer the student who 

chooses to participate .many opportunitiel;! for e9ucatio~al experiences 

outside of the classroom that are not. othe.rwise available to him. 'l'he · 

activities of vocational and technical education stude11t organi~ati':>ns 

complement the educational program in.which the.student is enrolled and 

provide additional training that bette.r prepares him to. fit into and 

serve ~he needs of today's modern society. 

Summary 

More emphasis is being placed today on establishing vocational and 
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technical education student organizations as a vital part of the total 

vocational educational program. Officials in both state ci.nd federal 

government agencies, along y7ith educators, are working together to sti­

mulate the growth.and d.evelopment of vocational and techn,ical education 

student organizations at all levels of education. · 

The role and purpose.of such organi2:ations has been generally 

viewed as being a way to fur~he:r: develop leadership and citizenship 

qualities in America's youth while complementing the vocatio.nal field 

which they are studying. Well-planned student activities provide many 

learning experiences which expand upon.those that are currently a part 

of the regular classroom teachi~g activities. 

Student organizations which have existed at the secondary level for 

years are now beginning .to be.expanded to the college level. - This· 

expansion has prompted considerable debate. amoµg many educ,a tors. Some 

believe that college stud,ents have +ong been denied many valuable edu­

cational experiences, while others feel that student organizations 

sh\)uld not be expanded beyond the high school level. 

Improved student motivation and improved scholastic achievement are 

only a portion of the benefits gained by students who participate 

through well-planned vocational and· technic.al education student organi­

zations. 



CHAPTER III 

DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 

The purpose of this chapter is to describe ~he methods and proce­

dur~s used in conc;lucting this study. Steps used in,completing the 

study were: 

1. De;ermining the population of the study 

2. Developing the questionnaire 

3. DesigniI).g the questiom;1aire 

4 •. Administering the.questionnaire 

5. Selecting methods of data analysis 

The Study Population 

The population for this study consisted of a total of 146 engineer­

ing technology students enrolled at six post-seconc;lary institutions in 

the state of Oklahoma for the acq.demic yeq.r 1972-73. Out of the 146 

students surveyed~ 26 were from Cameron College, 25 were from Eastern 

Oklahoma.State College, 24 were from Northeastern Oklahoma A & M 

College, 25 were from Northern Oklahoma College, 28 were fro~. Murray 

State College, and 18 were from Sayre Juni.or College. The. 146 students 

were cat~gorized into .two groups according t9 their. present membership 

sta.tus in a vocational and technical education student organization 

leca,ted on their particular campus. The group which indicated that they 

were members represented a total of 71 students, while the group which 
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indi~at~d -that: they were non-memb.ers. represen~ed 75 students .• 

Th~ Development of the Questionnaire 

In formulattng the·statelllents ~sed on the student questionnaire, . ' . . . . . . ' 

the investigator <:?onsider~d the personal concerns and suggesUans of 

members of ~he staff of the departmen~s of Te~hnical Education and 

Agricultural Education at Okl,ahoma State University. The Assistant 
~ " ·, 

State Supervisor.of Technical Edµcatio~, 'tvho,is also the, State 

Coordinafor of Post7Secondary Student. Qrganizaticms for the Oklahoma, 

S~atE: Department 9f Vocational and Technici:ll Education, also expressed 

cencerns. and: sugge_stfons which were helpful in devefopirtg. _the ques;:f,on-

naire. 

Th~ Design Qf the Questionnaire 

After the. quesdc:mnaire was developed, it lvas circula~ed to t}ie 

state advisers of four stu~ent ~rgani;z;a~ions which are pre~ent,ly 

organ:f,zed in the st~te·of Oklahema~ 'l;'heir recommendations anc;i sugges-
. ' ' 

t:ions ,were helpful· in preparing the final revision, of the questionn~ire. 
it , .,. • r ' 

~efo:re ~he queeltiannaire was,used te gather data for ~l).;i.s st;udy, it was 

pre-tested at Murray Sta;e 9ollege µsing_ a group of engineering ~ech-

nqlegy_students~ 

{\dmin_istering the Questionnaire 

The. investigatq_r made prior arrange111ent;s with an engineeri.ng 

technology faculty member in-_each pf the selected inst:l.tuUons, to 

a..qminis_ter. th~ _questionnaire ta one group of his. students. The· inves_ti-

gator c.hose to admin,ister ·the questionnair,e perse~ally t<J, -students at 
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Murray State College. All data were collected during the .spring 

semester of 1973. 

Selectii:ig Methods of Data Analysis 

In this study, questions.were used to gather general information 

about boj:h participating and no.n-participa,ting students. Characteris-

tics of both groups were compared in areas whti.ch included age, marital 

st::a;us, military status, race, enrollment classification, size of 

conununity where re~red, future plans after graduation, hours worked 

while attending college, and distance traveled to attend college. Data 

obtained in the stu~y were compiled in tables, which were subsequ~ntly 

used as aids for identifying characteristics which were conunon to. both 

groups of students and for identifying characteristic!:! which related to 

e~ch group individually. 

The second part of the questionnaire sought to identify the atti- . 

tudes of bot:h meil\hers and non-:-me~J?ers by eliciting op:i,nions frqm ho.th 

groups relating to problems which might qave existed at'the time, or. 

problems which might be expected to exist in tn;e future, with vocational 

ai;ld t::echnic~l .educa,tion stud1mt brganizations at the post..:.seconc;J.ary 

lfvel. The students were asked to·indicate.their opinions by either 

agre~ing or. disagreeing with each _of the statements on this portion of 

ttie ques,tionnair~. 

Statements were considered to. be an influential factor in students' 
\ 

df!cisions t0 join, .student organizations, if 50 percent or. more of the 

cC'>mbined groups agreed with the statement. The statements were accepted . \ 

e!-f being non-influential factdrs if 50 percent or more of the coil\hined 

groups disagreed with the. statement~ Statements which wer.e a?reed upon, 



by the majority of both groups combJned were accepted as facto:i;-s'whi.ch 

mc1,y influence student participation. Statements which were disagreed 

upon.by the majority of both groups were accepted as factors which are 

not likely to influence student participation. 
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The last two questions contained in the questionnaire permitted 

either group to express their :reasons for choosing to be a participant 

or non-participant or a vocational and. ;echnical education student 

organization while attending college as a student enrolled in engin_eer­

ing technolog;y. 



CHAPTER IV 

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA 

The purpose. of this. study was to artaJ..yze factors which appear to 

influence student participation .in vocational and 1;:echnical education 

student organizations. This chapter concerns the presentation and· 

analysis of data collected from the questionnaire completed by two 

groups of engineeri~g technology students.from six post-secondary insti­

tutions in the state of Oklahoma. The first group represents students 

who participate in a vocational and technical education student organi­

zation while enrolled in college.and the secqnd group represeI;J.ts :stu­

dents who are non-participants. 

The results of this study are presented in four sections; 

1. A comparison of .the characteristics of members and non-members 

of post-secondary v9cational and technical education student 

organizations. 

2. A comparison of the ,opinions of members and non-members of 

posi;:-secondary vocational and technical education, student 

organizat;:ions. 

3.. Selected reasc;ms given by students who are members concerning 

why they chose to participate in a vocational and technical 

education student organization, 

4. Selected reasbns given by students who.are non-members con­

cerning why they chose no~ to participate in a vocational and 

technical education student organization. 



A Comparison of the Selected Characteristics of 

Members and Non-Members of Post-Secondary 

Vocattonal and Technical Education 

Student Organizations 
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Table I contains a breakdown of the respondents of this study by 

each of the six institutions. The total number of respondents was 146. 

Out of this total, 71 students indicated they were members, while 75 

indicated they were non-members. According to the table, respondents 

at Murray State College, Northeastern .Oklahoma A & M.College, and 

Northern Oklahoma College ind.icated 1:hat the majority of students in 

each of these institutions. were members, while the majori;y of the 

respondents at Camercm College, East,ern Oklahoma State College, and 

Sayre Junior College were non-members. Out of the 71 students who.were 

members~ 28.1 percent were from Northeastern Oklahoma A & M College, 

which reflected the highest percentage of members from the six ,institu­

tions. From the 75 students who were non-members, 29.4 percent were 

from Cameron College, which.was.the highest percent of non-members. 

Table II indicates a comparison between members and non-members by 

age of the respondent, According to Table II, 63 p~rcent of the 146 

respondents were between the ages of 18 and 20. In the 18. to 201' year 

age bracket, the members accounted for 70.4 percent of their group, 

while the non-members account,ed for 56 percent of their group. The 

average age of ;he m~mber was 21. 2 years, while the average age of the, 

non-I)lember was 22. 3. years. The average age of the combined groups was 

21.8 years. Except for one respondent in tqe 27 to 29 year age bracket 

a majority of the respondents above 20 years of age were non":"members. 

Participation by students who are above 20 years in age declines 
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according to data conta.ined in Table II; therefore, the results of this 

study indicate that th~ age of a student is a factor influencing s~udent 

participation. 

TABLE·! 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY INSTITUTIONS 

Membership Status 

Members Non-,.Members Total 

Institutions N % N % N % 

Cameron ~ollege 4 5. 7 22 29.4 26 17.8 

Ea1,tern Oklah,oma State 
College 7 9.8 18 24·.0 25 17.1 

Murray State College 17 23.9· 11 14.6 28 19.2 

Northeastern Oklahoma. A & 
M College 20 28.1 4 5.4 24 16.4 

Northern Oklahoma College 18 25.4 7 9.3 25 17 .2 

$ayre Junior College .. 5 7.1 13 17.3 18 12.3 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 146 100.0 
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TABLE II 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY AGE 

Membership Status 

Members Non-Members Totals 

Age N % N % N % 

18 - 20 years 50 70.4 42 56.0 92 63.0 

21 - 23 years· 11 15.5 13 17.3 24 16.5 

24 - 26 years 5 7.1 8 10.7 13 8.9 

27 - 29 years 1 1.4 0 0.0 1 0.7 

Over 29 years 4 5.6 12 16.0 16 10. 9 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 146 100.0 

Data contained in Table III indicates membership status of 

respondents by their enrollment class:ification. Out of the 146. respon-

dents, 56.8 percent in~icated that they were enrolled in the first year " . ·•, . ·, 

of the program, and 43.2 percE;mt indicated that they were.classified as 

second year students. With the normal drop-out rate that occurs 

between the first and second years in most institutions, this could 

account for most of t::he 12.6 percent drop that was indicated between 

first and second year students. The figures would also suggest that 

stud.ents are likely to reta:i,n the same membership status the second year 

that they had the first year.· This would imply.that any student who is 

not encouraged to become a participant of ·a studen:t organization as a 

first year student is i;iqt likely to participate as a second year student. 
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TABLE III 

~ERSHIP. STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY ENROLLMENT CLASSIFICATION 

Membership. St~tus 

Members Non-Members Totals 

Classification N % N % N % 

First year students 41. 57 .• 7 42 56.0 83 56.8 

Seconq. year students 31 42.7 33 44.0 67 43.2 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 146 100.0 

Table IV compares the mem~ership status. of the responden~s by their 

marital status. None of the 146 respondents indicated their marital· 

status as being divorced or separa~ed~ Data contained in Table IV 

indi_cates a wide variation between single and marri.ed students concern-

ing their men:tbership stat\,\S in. vocational and technical education· 

s~udent organizations. Married students accounted for 25 percent of the 

members, while they accoul').te~ for 40 percent _of ·the non-,,members. In the 

comqined groups, 32.a· perc~nt indic.ated ~hey were marrie~, while the 

si1;1gle students acc.ounted for 67. 2 percent of the total. Figures 

gatheted from this study indicate that married·students are less likely 
1" • • • ' 

to become participants of a·student organization. 

Ta~le V indicates membership status. of the respondents by race. 

Data .contained in this table indicate that .90.5 percent of the.146 

respon9ents were whiJe and that no important differences appear between 

the .numbers of me~bErrs and non-members. of the white race. The rema:i,ning 
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9.5 percent. inclt1ded. respondents who were either American Indian or 

Afro-American. Table. V in<;licates no wide variation between members and 

non-membel'.'s of the Americqn India1;1.s. The Afro-American ra.ce accounted 

for 2. 7 percent. of the total :i:iumber of respondents. While this per­

centage is small, all respondents of this raice indicated that t:hey were 

members. Data gatheI'ed in this study indicates that the race of a stu­

dent is not; a factor that.influences participation. 

TABLE IV 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY MARITAL STATUS 

Membership Stat:us 

Members Non-Members Totals 

Marital Status N % N % N % 

Single 53 75.0 45 60.0 98 67.2 

Married. 18 25 .o 30 40.0 48 32.8 

Bivorc(;!d or-Separated 0 o.o 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 146 100.0 
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TABLE V 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY,RACE, 

Membership Sta,tus 

Membe.rs Non-Members Totals. 

Race N % N % N % 

White 63 88.7 69 92.0 132 90.5 

American .Indian 4 5.6 6 8.0 10 6.8 

Afro-American 4 5.6 0 0.0 4 2.7 

Mexi.can..,American 0 o.o 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 146 100.0 

Table VI indicates. data that resulted from a question that related · 

to student financial assistance. Students were asked whether they were 

receiving financial assistance fr.om the U. S .. Government through the 

G. I. Bill, Veterans' Administration, Social Security, or .Vocational 
'. ; ' ' 

Rehabilitation while attending college. Data received from this ques-

t:to~ revealed that 52 .7 percent of ~he total respondents received some,. 

financial assistance, while 4 7, 3 percent did not. Figures from both 

gro-qps were .sintil.c:1:r and indicate that financial assistance. from the. 

u. S. _Government is not a characte:i;:istic that relates to either of the 

groups. 



TABLE ·VI 

RESPONSES BY MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF STUDENTS·WHO RECEIVE 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE U. S. GOVERNMENT 

Membership Status 

Memb~rs Non-Members 

Responses N % N % N 
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Totals 

% 

Yes 36 50.7· 41 54.8 77 52.7 

No 35 49.3 34 45 •. 2 69 47.3 

Tota:J_s 71 100.0 75 100.0 146 100.0 

Table VII compares the characteristics of members and non-members 

according to their military status. Out of the .total respondents, 

76.1 percent of the members and 68.0 percent of the non-members indi-

cated that they had ~ever ,served fa. any military branch. Data contained 

in Table VII indicates that studen:ts who have either completed their 

military·obligation or who are presently fulfilling their military 

obligation .are less likely t~ be participants. Military stat_us, 

accorging fo Table VII, appears as a characteristic that is associa.ted 

with a stud~nt's membership status. 

Table VIII indic;:ates membership status of respondents according to 

the size of the community where reared. Data.indicates 42.2 percent of· 

the members were from a rural ar~a, while 30.6 percent of the non-

members were from a rural area. Fi&ures indicate a decline in the 

percentage of members from cities with a population less than 5,000, but 
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TABLE VII 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY MILITARY STATUS 

Membership. Status 

Members Non~Members Totals 

Military Status N % N % N % 

I.have.never served in. any. 
military branch 54 76.l 51 68.0 105 71.9 

I have already completed 
my ,military. obligation 14 19.7 18 24.0 32 21.9 

I ~m presently serving in 
the Reserve or National· 
Cua rd 3 4.2 6 8.0 9 6.2 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 146 100.0 

increasing in citie.s with a P?Pulation between 5,000 and 50,000. The 

only figures that appeared common.to both groups were those representing 

responden,ts from cities with. a population greater th,an 50,000. Accord-

ing to data representeg in Table VIII, students from cities with a 

population grea~er than 50,(i)OO are less likely to be participants. 

Table IX indicates data which compares the future plans of the 

respondents after graduation from the program in which they are enrolled. 

Figures indicatE:l that 52.0 percent of the non-members planned to work in 

the field for which training was received, as compared to 49.3 percent 

for the members. Data shown in Table IX indicate a similar relationship 

in the fu~ure plans of both groups. Fu.ture plans of the student, 

acco:i:-cj.ing te> this data, is. not a factor which inf],.uences participation. 



TABLE VIII 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY SIZE OF 
COMMUNITY WHERE REARED 

Membership Status 

Members Non-Members 
Populatton of Community 

(number of people) N % N % 

Rural Area 30 42.2 23 30.6 

City with population less 
than 5,000 14 19.8 21 28.0 

City with population between 
5,000 and 50,000 23 32 .4 20 26.7 

City with population over 
50,000 4 5.6 11 14.7 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 

TABLE IX 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY FUTURE PLANS 

Membership Status 

Members Non-Members 

future Plans N % N % 

Work in the field for which. 
training was received 35 49.3 39 52.0 

Work towards a higher degree 22 30.9 23 30.7 

Work in a relate~ field 11 15.5 11 14.7 

Work in a non-related fi.eld 3 4.3 2 2.6 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 
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Totals 

N % 

53 36.4 

35 23.9 

43 29.4 

15 10.2 

146 100.0 

Totals 

N % 

74 50.6 

45 30.9 

22 15.1 

5 3.4 

146 100.0 
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Table X separates the.responde"Q.ts by membership status according to 

the number of hours each student works per week while attending college. 

Figures represented in this table indicate that one-third of the respon-

dents did not work while attending college. Also, 5.1 percent more of 

the non-members did not work than members. Each hour segment of this 

table did not reveal any major differences concerning the degree of 

participation b)'.' either group. Out of the 146 respondents, 11 indica~ed 

that they were working in .. excess of 40 hours per week. Out of this 

same,group, 4 out of 11 sttldents indicated their membership status as 

being a member. This implies that students who are.working a.full 40-

hour work week are as likely to participate.as students who. are not 

working at .all. The results of this study indicate that the .number of 

hours. worked per week is .not a :major factor influencing student part,ici-

patipn. i 

TABLE X 

MEMBERSHJP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY THE NUMBER OF HOURS 
WORKED PER WEEK WHILE ATTENDING COLLEGE 

Membership Status 

Members Non-Members 

Hours. Worked .per Wee.k N % N % N 

Did nc:,t work wh:i,le attending 
college 22 30.9 27 36.0 49 

1 to 10 hours 17 23.9 8 10.6 25 
10 to 20 hours 11 15.5 13 17.3 24 
20 to 30 hours 12 16.9 10 13.4 22 
30 to 40·hours 5 7.1 10 13.4 15 
Over 40 hours 4 5.7 7 9.3 11 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 146 

Totals 

% 

33.6 
17.2 
16.4 
15.0 
10.0 

7.6 

100.0 
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Table XI indicates the membership status of the respondents by the 

d,istance traveled_ by the stude1;1t to aq:end college. The first part;. of 

the tab+e indicates the nu~bers of students who lived.on campus.accord--

ing to, their member~hJp status. · Out; of 1;:h_e group who were classified 

as meI11bers, 52.1 percent, resided on campus, compared to 32.8 percent for 

the.non-m~mbers group. Membership status of students who commu~ed from 

within. a radills c:,f 20 miles from the in.s,titution was- similar for both 

the members and non-members group• The numbe.r of students who were non-

member.s increased substantially among ~he ,stu~ents who commuted beyond 

a radius. of 20 miles from the insti-tution. 

TABLE XI 

MEMBER~HIP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY COMMUTING 
PISTA,NCE NECESSARY.TO ATT.END COLLE.GE. 

Membershi~. S.tatus 

M~mbers Non-Members 

Commuting DiS1tance Ii % N % 

Do not commute to attend 
college· ... ' 37 52.1· 22 32.8. 

Commuters traveling .less .. 
than . 20 miles (one-way) 27 38.0 31 46.3 

Commuters traveling more, 
than ,, 20 miles (one-way) 7 9.9 14 20 •. 9 

Totals 71 100.0 67 100.0-

Totals 

N % 

59 42.7 

58 42.1 

21 15.2 

138 100.0 



31 

In the questionnaire,. t:he respondent was asked tc;> indicate any 

previ(?US member~hip he had as.a high school student.from among several 

vocational and technical, education student. organizations. ·· The responses 
-, ! 

to this question are .. shown in Ta.ble XII. Figures represented in this 

table indicate that: students who participate in student organizations at 

the post-s~cond~ry level were more active in similar actiyities as hi.gh . 

school students. Both the members and non-members groups showed equal 

participation in the 4-H Club. Ta~le XII also. indicates that the group 

who are members was much more active during high school than the non-

members. group. · All respondents of this question who indicat~d tha.t they 

had previous,iy been a membe.r of ·Vqcat;:ional In.dustrial Clubs of America 

a'.lso ind.icated th~y were presently a member of a vocational and techni,-

cal education stucient organization as college students. Data contained 

in.this table also indicates that 23 students who were currently members 

had n~t previoqsly belonged to a s;udent organizat:ion, as compared to.33· 

frqm the.non~members group. Figures contained in Table XII indicate a 

ciose relat.i,onsh:(,.p exists be~wee~ previous participat:ion guring high 

school and current: pa.rticipat:ion in college. 

A Comparison in the Opinions of Members and 
\ . . '. . 

Ncm-Membefs of Post-Secondary Vocat:;ional 

and Technical Education Student 

Organizations 

Table XIII indica;es. the opin.ions of m~,nbe~s and non ... members con-' 

cetni:hg the sta~ement: "I do not have enough time to participate in 

vocat,io~a+ and tecq.nical educatio'Q. studel)t organizations while attending 

'fE>lJ,.e.ge._'' Out of the 71 respondel)ts who were me~bers, 76.1 per~ent 



TABLE XII 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF RESPONDENTS BY PREVIOUS 
PARTIG.IPATION IN VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL 

EDUCATION STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AS A 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT 

Membership Status 

Members Non-1:fembers 

32 

% of Total % of Total 
Club or Organization 

4-H Club. 

Future Farmer~ of America 

Vocational Industrial Clubs 
of America 

Distributive Education Clubs 
of America 

Future Business Leaders of 
Ariler.ica 

Future Homemakers of America 

Office Education Associat:lon 

Future Secretaries Association 

Future Data Processors, 

Did no.t participate in student: 
orga,nizations during high . 
school 

N* N(83) 

19 22.9 

17 20.5 

18 21. 7 

2 2.4 

2 2.4 

2 2.4 

0 o.o 

0 0.0 

0 0.0 

23 27,7 

~Some respon,dents made m0re than one response. 

N* N(63) 

19 30.3 

9 14.3 

0 0.0 

0 0.0 

2 2.9 

O· o.o 

0 o.o 

0 o.o 

0 o.o 

33 52.5 
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disagreed with the statement, while 69.3 percent of the non.,...members 

agreed with the statement. The,refore, the st.atement is accepted as 

being false. One impor1:ant point in Tab};Q XIII concerns the non-members 

group. Wh,ile 69. 3 percent .of the non-members agreed that they did not 

have eno.ugh time for student organizations, the results of Tabl~ XIII 

indicated that they did have enough time. The restilts of this study 

indicate .that time. is not a constraint influencing partic:i,pation in 

student organizations. 

Responses 

Agree 

D:Lsagree 

TABLE XIII. 

OPINIONS OF RESPONDENTS BY MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO THE 
. STATEMENT: ''I DO NOT HAVE ENOUGH TIME TO· PAR­

TICIPATE IN VOGATIONAL AND TECHNICAL 
STUDENT EDUCA'l'lON ORGANIZATIONS 

WE:ILE 1'-TTENDING COLLEGE 

Membership Status 

Members Non-Members 

N % N % 

17 23.9 52 69.3 

54 76.1 23 30.7 

N 

69 

77 

Totals 71 100.0 75 100.0 146 

Totals 

% 

47.2 

52.8 

100.0 



Table XIV sought to identify whether the cost of membership fees 

was a factor. influencing student participation. The respondents were 

asked to exp,ress their opinions with the statement: "The cost of 

membersh~p fees kept me from J,oin.ing a vocational and technical educa­

t;:ion student organization . ." The coml;>ined totals represen~ing the mem-

hers and non-members indicated that 93.8 percent of the ref;lpondents 

disagre.ed with the statement; therefore, the statement is accepted as 

being false. According to the results shown in Table XIV, the cost of 

membership fees does not: cause. a student not. t~ participate. 

Responses 

TABLE XIV 

OPINIONS OF RESPONDENTS.BY MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO THE 
STATEMENT: · "THE COST OF MEMBERSHIP FEES KEPT 

ME FROM JOINING A VOCATIOJ:-l'AL AND TECHNI.CAL 
STUDENT EDUCATION ORGANIZATION" 

Membership Status 

Members Non-Members 

N % N % 

Totals 

N % 

34 

Agree 4 5.7 5 6.7 9 6.2 

Disagree 66 94.3 70 93.3 136 93.8 

Totals 70 100.0 75 100.0 145 100.0 
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Table XV compared the opinions of members and non~members concern-

ing the need for student organizations at the college level. In 

Chapter II of this study, some educators did not believe that vocational 

and technical e.duc:ation student organizations are necessary beyond the 

high school level. A question was selected for inclusion in the 

questionnaire which sought the opinions of college students on this 

subject. Studen;s were asked to express their opinions with, the state-

ment: "Vocational and technical education student organizations are not 
I 

important and shO'l.lld be offered on:!.y to students in high school. n ~oth 

the members and non-members strongly disagreed with the statement.· The 

combined totals of both groups indicate that 93.1 percent disagreed with 

the statement; therefore, the statement is accepted as being false. The 

results of this table indicate that college students believe that voca-

ti<;>nal and technical education student organizations are .. important and 

necessary for students at the coll.ege level. 

Responses 

Agree 

Disagree 

TABLE XV 

OPINIONS QF RESPONDENTS BY MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO THE 
STATEMENT: "VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDU9ATIQN 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS ARE NOT IMPO~TANT AND 
SHOULD BE OFFERED ONLY TO STUDENTS 

IN HIGH SCHOOL" , . 

Membership Status 

Members Non-Members 

N % N % 

1 1.4 9 12.3 

N 

10 

70 98.6 64 87.7 134 

Total.s 71 100.0 73 100.0 144 

Totals 

% 

6.9 

93 .. 1 

100.0 



'Fable. XVI cmn,ares the opinions of members and non-111embe1r&· e:one:ern,..,,. 

ing '!=he appar~ri1= lack of enthusiasm .by some a~visers t9ward their 

sponsoring of studen; organizations.· Respondents were asked their 

9pinion with, the statement: "The lack o:f enthusiasm by advisers ~oward 

voca~:l,.ona.1 and technical educ_ati9-n s~u?ent org~nizations discourages 

many students from part:icipating." A majority of both.groups disagreed 

with the statement. Figures co.ntained in this table indicate 1=hat 33.8 

percent of the members. agr.ee!i with the statem~nt, which implies that 

many members.believe ~hat the lack of·enthusiasm of advisers,does(keep 

many of 'the noz:i"'."members from becoming .participants. The combined totqls 

of b~th ·groups. indic.ate that· 71.7 percent of the . respondents 9isagreec;l 

with ·the statement; therefo:i::e; t:he statement is accepted as being false 

for this stu~y. The qpii;,.ions. of sfudents indica1=e 1:ha,t t;:he lack ·of· 

enthusi~sm ·by. advisers. is not ~ factor which influenc::;es studen.t parfici-

pation •. 

Responses 

Agree 

Disagree 

TABLE XVI 

OPINION~ QF RESPONDENT~ BY.ME:MBERSHIP STATUS TO THE 
STATEMENT:. "THE LACK OF ENTHUSIASM BY ADVISERS 

TOWARD VOCATIONAL ~D TECHNICAL EDUCA.TION 
STUDENT'QRGANIZATIONS DIS~OURAGES MANY 

STUDENTS FROM P~TIGIPATING" 

Members?iP Status 

Members Non-Memb~rs 

N % N % 

24. 33.8 17 22.9 

N 

41 

47 66.2 57 77.1 104 

Totals 71 100.0 74 100.0 · 145 

Totals 
' ' 

% 

28.3 

71. 7 

100.0 
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Table XVII compares the opinions of members and non-:-inembers concern-

ing the activi'l:ies qf student organizations. According to the u. S. 

Office of Educat:i,.on, the activities should complement the learning. 
' ' . 

experiences of the pro~ram which the student is pursuin~. A.question 

ccmtained in ;he questionnaire asked for the opinions of students con'."" 
. ; ' : ' . . 

cer~ing ;he statement=. "The activities of s;ugent organizc9;tions must be 

related.to the curriculum of the field of int~rest.11 The responses from 

both members and ,i;ion-members were similar, .as shown in Ta;qle XVII.. Out 

of ·the mei;nb~rs group, 66 •. 2 percent, agreed with tilte stateme11t, while 

71.6 percent of the non-members agree~ with the st~t¢men;. The combined 

responses c;,f bo~h. gr~ups iq.dicates that 68. 9 percent of the, respondents 

agreecl with the statement; therefore, the statement;. is accepted as.being 

true for th,is study. A majori.ty of each individual group believed that 

the activities of student organizations should relate to the engineering 
. ' . \ ' ·, 

technolo~y curriculum in which they we:i:-e enrolled. The results of this 

~aple-indicate .th,at student participation may be influenced b)'.' the type 

of activities sponsored by a particular student organization and thaJ 

such activities should relate.to th~_technical program in which the 

studen; is .studying. 

Table XVIII compares the 0pinions of memb~rs and non-members 

concern.in~ the importanc~ of strong aupport from .college adm::i.ni~trat,ors 

t;ew~rds st;udent organizations, Student;.s we-re asked to express their 

opini9ns .with the statement:. "If vocational and. technical educat;.ie>n 

studenl organi~atfons a.re t9 .be active and succes.sful, there must be 

strong suppqrt: and encou1tagement from college· administration •. " Data 

contained in Table XVIII indicate that each individ1,1al group strongly 

agreed with the statement, Th~ combined totals for both groups indicate 



Res pons.es 

TABLE XVII 

OPINIONS OF RESPONDENTS BY MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO THE 
STATEMENT: ''THE ACTIVITIES OF STUDENT ORGANI­

ZATIONS MUST BE RELATED TO THE CURRICULUM 
OF THE FIELD OF INTEREST" 

Metr\bership Status 

Members Non-Members 

N % N % 

38 

Totals 

N % 

Agree 47 66.2 53 71.6 100 68.9 

DisagJ;"ee 24 33.8 21 28.4 45 31.1 

Totals 71 100.0 74 100.0 145 100.0 

that 89.5 perGent of the respondents agreed with the statemeni;:; 

t:herefore, the statement is accepted as being true for this study, The 

results of .this study :!-ndicate that institutions, where stusfent organi-

zations are supported ancl encouraged by the college administration are 

lik~ly 1;:C> have g;reater participation by students. 

T~ble XIX compares the opinions of members and non-members con-

cerning the time that part:::Lcipants must devote for sufficient fund-

raising activities. St4dent:s were asked to express their opin,ions with 

the statemen.t: "College students do not.have enough time for fund-

raising activities necessary for adequate financing of vocational and 

t;:echnical e~ucation st:u.dent organizations." A majority of both groups 

disagreed with t:he statement. The non-members group was more evenly 

divided with their opinions. Out of the non-members group, 54.9 percent 



Responses 

TABLE XVIII 

OPINIONS OF RESPONDENTS BY MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO THE 
STATEMENT: "IF VOCATIONAL AND TF;CHNJ;CAL EDUCATION 

STUDENT QRGANIZA'l;'IONS ARE TO BE ACTIVE AND 
SUCGESSFUL, THERE MUST BE STRONG 

SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT . 
FROM COLLEGE ADMINIS­

. TRATI,ON" 

Membership Status 

Members Non-Members 

N % N % 

39 

Totals 

N % 

Agree 61 87.1 67 91.8 128 89.5 

Disagree 9 12.9 6 8.2 15 10.5 

To~als 70 100.0 73 100.0 143 100.0 

disa~reed with the. statement; J;herefore, the statement is accepted as 

being false. The re~ults of this study ;i.ndicat;:e that college students 

do have enough time for fund-:-raising a,ctivi'(::ies and tha.t the time 

necessary for ad~q4ate fund-raising is not a factor influencing student 

participa,tion. 

Table XX compares the opinions of members.and non-members concern-

ing the need for competitive act;i.vities as a part of t;:he planned 

activities of post-secondary stqdent organizations. Students were asked 

to express their opimi.ons with the. s.tatement: "Competitive activities 

(contests) between collegiate members and/or other colleges should be 

errtphasized by vocational and technical education student organizations." 

Out of the members. grm1p, .. 91. 7 percent agreed with the. statement, while 
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79.1 percent of the non-,.members agreed with the statement~· The combined 

totals of both gro~ps indicated that 85.4 percent, agreed with the s.tate-

ment; .therefore, the statemen~ was .accepted as being true. .The results 

of thb study indicate th.at th~ presen~e of cpmpetitive activities. in a 

s~udent'organbatio~ may increase student participa~ion. 

Responses 

Agree 

Disagree 

TABLE; XIX 

OPINIONS OF RESPONDENTS BY MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO THE 
STATEMENT:. "COLLEGE STUDENTS DO N.OT HAVE ENOUGH 

TIME.FOR FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES NECESSARY 
·. FOR ADE;QUATE FINANCING OF V,;JCATIONAL AND. 

TECHNICAL EDUQATIQN STUDENT ·· 
ORGANIZATIONS" 

Membership Statµs 

Members Non-MemJ:,ers 

N % N % 

19 31.1 23 45.1 

42 68.9 28 5.4.9 

N 

42 

70 

Totals 61: 100.0 51 100.0 112 

Totals 

% 

37.7 

62.5 

100.0 



Responses 

TABLE XX 

OPINIONS OF RESPONDENTS BY MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO THE 
STATEMENT: "COMPETITIVE ACTIVITIES (CONTESTS) 

BETWEEN COLLEGIATE MEMBERS AND/OR QTHER 
COLLEGES SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED BY 

VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDU-
CATION ORGANIZATIONS" 

Membership Status 

Meni,bers Non-Members 

N % N % 

41 

Totals 

N % 

Agree 65 91. 7 57 79.1 122 85.4 

Disagree 6 7.3 15 20.9 21 14.6 

Totals 71 100.0 72 100.0 143 100.0 

Selected, ij.easons. Given by Students Who Are 

Members Concerning Why They Chose to 

Participate in a Vocational and 

Technical Education Student 

Organization 

One question was selected for inclusion in the questionnaire which 

p~rmitt.ed each respondent who was a member to express his reasons for 

participation. Responses of each student varied widely. Some respon-

dents had definite reasons while others were uncertain. Five such 

reasons were selected which indicated typical responses. The reasons 

why many students decided to join a vocational and technical education 

student organization were as follow: 



1. To gain leadership ability. 

2. To take industrial class tours. 

3. To learn how to work with other individuals. 

4, To gail'I; a better understanding of.all technical fields. 

5, To use in completing a job resume. 

42 

From the 71 respondents who were members, 6 students did not give 

any reason.far their participation. Out of the 65 remaining respondents 

wh9 express4?d reasons, two reasons appeared ta. be common among many of 

the studeI).tS, The first of these two reasons concerned class trips. 

Many of the students indicated that class. trips to industry permitted 

them to see individuals at work.performing the duties that they hoped to 

assume after graduation. Others believed that class trips permitted 

them to see how the technical training they were receiving could be 

applied, The second reason that was often stated concerned the student's 

bel;ief in that the student organization provided activities which com­

plemented the technical program in which they were studying. Many 

believed that their participation in student organizations helped them 

to gain more informatfon about their own technical field while they also 

broadened their knowledge of other technical fields. 

Selected Reasons .. Given. by Students Who Are 

Non-Members Concerning Why They Chose Not 

to Participate in a Vo<;:ational and 

Technical Education Student 

Organization 

Onequestion cqntained in the questionnaire permitted students who 

were non-tnembers to stat:e their reasons for choosing not to participate. 
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Responses of the non-members d:i,.d not vary widely. Out: of the 75 respon-

dents who were non-members, 6 did not respond to the question. Over 

50 percent of the remaining 69 students indicated that they did not have 

enough time for participation in t;:he activities of student organizations. 

Listed below are five typical responses that were given by the non-

members concerI).ing why they chose not to participate: 

1. Not enough time. 

2. Was not encouraged to join by anyone. 

3. pig not think student organizations were w9rtliwhile. 

4. · Schedules of commuters, does . not pernri t participation. 

5. Not interested in student organizations. 

As previously mentioned, a majority of the non,-members expressed 

that the lack of time was their only reason for non-participation, Many 

students believ.ed t:hat t:he schedule for. meeting times was not plan11ed 

such that commuting studen,ts could part:i.cipate. Others stated that they 

saw no apparent relationship between the activities that were currently. 

being sponsoreq by the student organization at their institution and the. 

techn,ical program in which they were enrolled. 

Overall, the reasons given by the non-members would seem.to indi-

cate that most of 1:he studer1:ts did no.t have definite reasons in mind 

concerning 1:heir dec:i,.sion to not participate. Even though time was the 

most fre,quent response giyen for non-participation, previous data 

gathered in this study indicates that both groups appeared to have about 
·, 

the same demands placed on their. 1:ime as students in college. Many of 

the responses given by the non,-members group would suggest that many of·. 

these students are never mot:ivated to part:icipate in student organiza-

t:ions. The type of response!;l which were given would also suggest that 
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many of these students.are not completely aware of the role and purpose 

of vocational and technical education student organization at the post­

secondary level. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECO:MMENDiTIONS 

Information provided by state advisers of four vocational and 

technical education student orga:nizations in ~estate of ·Oklahoma 

indicc;1.tes that less than 50 percent of the potential stud1,mts. choose to 

participate.after reaching the post-13econdary level. The purpose of 

th.is study was to examine factors which appear to influence a student's 

d.ed.sion for pc;1:rticipation or non-participation. The study was limited 

to 13tudents who were enrolled in a two-year program in engineering 

technology. The study was further limited ta six post-secondary insti­

tutions in the state of Oklahoma who receive both state and federal 

funding •. 

+he objectives o.f ;¥s· study were as follow: · 

l, Ta compare selected factqrs which related to both members and 

non-members of vocatibnal and technical education student 

organizations in the following areas: 

a. Age 

b, Marital sta~us 

c. Enr.ol+ment classification 

&. Race 

e. Size of cotntnunity where reared 

f, Hoqrs worked per week while attending college 

g. Future plans after completion of program 
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h. Dista.nce traveled to att.end college 

i. Military status 

j. Previous associat.ion with youth organizations 

2. To determine if there were any differences between the opinions 

of '!llembers and non-members concernin,g statements expressed in 

the following areas: 

a. Time as. a factor influencing student decision for member­

ship 

b. Cost of membership fees as a factor influencing studen~ 

decision· for membership 

c. Student feelings concerning the need for vocaUonal and 

technical education student organizations beyond the high 

school level 

d. Types of other activities currently being spqnsored as a 

factor. influencing student decision for membership 

e. Insufficient support and encouragement from college admin­

istrators as a factor influencing student decision for 

membership 

f. Lack of enthusiasm by organiza~ion advisers as a factor · 

influenci~g student decision for membership 

g •· Lack (;)f cqmpetitive activit\ies or contests as a fac~or 

influencing stude~t decision for membership 

q. Lack of time for fund-raising activities as a factor 

influencing st1,1dent decision for membersb.:f,p 

3. To determine some of the reasons which both members and non­

members give for choosing either to participate or n,ot.to 

participate in a vocational and technical education student 

organizatio.n while attending college •. 
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Summary 

During the academic year 1972-+973, 146 engineering technology stu­

dents were administered a questionnaire concerning student participation 

in post-secondary vocational and technical education student organiza­

tions. Each institution which was selected for inclusion in this study 

was asked to administer the questionnaire to a single class·of engineer­

ing technology students ·of their. ch~ice. Sine~ the questionnaires were 

administered to only a small group of students in each institution, data 

which were obtained do not necessarily indicate the actual degree of 

participation by all engineering technology students from any individual 

institution represented in the study. The total number.of respondents 

from all six institutions was 146. The ~ix institutions which were 

selected were Cameron College, Eas~ern Oklahoma State College, Murray 

State College, Northern Oklahoma College, Sayre Junior College, ,and 

Northeastern Oklahoma A & M College. 

The chai;-acteristics, opinions, and reasons for part·icfpation or 

non,-participation of the respondents are presented and discussed in 

Chapter IV, which is concerned with the presentation and analysis of 

cla.ta. Table.a were set up in order ~hat the student responses to the 

questionnaire could. be compared between two groups of student~. The 

first group represented 71 responqents who indicated they were members, 

wh,ile the.second group represented 75 respondents who indicated they 

were not memb~rs of a student organization. Out of the 146 respondents, 

6 were female students. Four.of the six female respondents indicated 

they were members, while two indicated they W€re non-members. Since the 

number of female r~spondents was so small,· sex was not selected as a 

facte>r fo .. r inclusion in the .tables of Chapter IV. 
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Conclusions 

The findings, according to selected aspects obtained in this study 

are summarized as follows: 

1. In regard to the characteristics which appeared to be common 

among the 7+ respondents who indicated they were members of a 

vocational and technical education student organization, it was 

indicated in th:i..s study that, in general: 

a. Members were under 20 years of age. 

b. Members were not married. 

c. Members were from a rural area. 

d. Members had some previous association with youth organiza­

tions during high. school. 

e. Members resided on campus while attending college. 

f. Members had not served in any mili~ary branch. 

2. In regard to the characteristics which appeared to be common 

among the 75 respondents who indicated that they were not a 

member of a vocational and technical education student organi­

zation, it was indicated in ~his study that, in general: 

a. Non-members were over 20 years in age. 

b. Non-:-members were .married. 

c. Non-members were from the city. 

d. Non-members had previously served in the arme,d forces. 

e. Non-members commuted to attend college. 

f. Non-members had little or no previous association with 

youth organizations during high school. 

3. In regard to the opinions of members and non'":"members concerning 

potential problems which may presently exist with vocational 
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and· technical educ.ation student organizations; it was indicated 

in this study.that: 

a. A major~ty of students agree that time is not,a constraint 

to. ac~ive participation in student organizations: 

b. A majority of stude~ts agre~ that the cost of 111embership 

fees does not keep s_tudents from part:f.cipating in .student 

9rganizations, 

c. A majority of students agree that vo.cati_onal and technical 

educatio_n stuqent orgap.izaHons are important for student!'l 

beyond the high school level.· 

d. A majori;y of students agree that the activities which are 

sponsored by student organizations.must relate.to their 

technical field of interest. 

e. A majority of students agree that strong support and 

encoura$ement from college administrators are vital to. the 

success of s.tudent organizations. 

f. A majori~y of st,udents agree that the la-ck of enthusiasm 

by s.ome. organization advisers does not keep studen,ts from 

participa.t:ing in vocational and technical educ_ation student 
\ 

organizations. . . 

g. A majority of students agree that competit:l:ve activities 

such as contes~s should be a regular part of the activities 

sponsored by student organizations at the post-secondary 

level. 

h. A majority of st:udents agree that college students do have. 

enough time fqr fond-raising activities necessary for 

adequate -f:f.nancing. of s;udent organizations. 
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The results of this study can be useful to any institutfon which is 

presently in the process of trying to formulate plans for the creation 

of a student organization on their campus. According to the findings of 

this study, it was indic.ated that vocational and technical education 

student organizations are more likely to be.successful in terms of stu­

dent participation at institutions where a higher percentage of the 

students are single and reside on campus. It was further indicated that 

a higher student participation may be expected at institutions where the 

average age of the student is under 20. Other findings in this study 

indicated that students who were from a rural area were more.active in 

post-:-secondary student organizations. Institutions which are located in 

metropolitan areas and which serve a majority of commuting students 

should not expect strong student participation in student organizations. 

Results of this study also indicate that a first-year student who 

chooses not to participate seldom changes that decision as a second­

year student. This would suggest that any institution which wishes to 

maintain or improve upon.present student participation should make a 

special effort towards. the encouragement for participation of as many 

of the first-year students as possible. 

The results of this study indicated that four factors appeared to 

be strong indicators concerning the extent of student participation in 

post-secondary student organizations. They were the age of the student, 

the size of the community where the student was reared, the distance the 

student must travel to att~nd college, and the extent to which the stu­

dent had previously participated in youth organizations prior .to entering 

college. 
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Recommenclations 

The following general recommendations are made based upon the 

findings of this study: 

1. Institutions which expect to have active student participation 

in vocational and .technical education student organizations 

sho"4ld: 

a. Have activities which are. encouraged and supported by all 

faculty member~ who instruct courses in engineering tech-

nology, 

b. Arrange schedules for meeting times such that more 

commuting students can participate. 

c,, Place greater emphasis upon the inclusion of industrial 

class trips as a regular part of their planned activities. 

2. Further research should be done concerning student,participa-

tion in vocational and. technical education student organizations 

in fields other than engineering technology. 

3. Further research should be done to determine the actual bene-' . . . 

fits accrued to students, and to society from having been a 

Il\ember of a vocational .and technical education s.tudent organi-

zation. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

Please.answer all questions as honei:;tly and accurately as possible. The 
information which you supply in this questionnaire will be kept strictly 
confidential. 

1, Name_· .................................. ....,.. .......................................... ....,.. ................................................ - Age ...... --~ Sex'----~ 

Home address 
....... ~------....... ----....... -----------.............. ~ 

2, Name of the college in which you are,presently enrolled: 

3. I am enrolled in .................................................................................................. _ program or major. 

4, I am in the ( ) First year ( ) Second year of this major. 

5, Indicate, your .marit.al status by checking the appropriate response, 

( ) Single ( ) Married· ~. ) Divorced or separated 

6. Are you ff~tending, school on G; I. :&ill, V.A.; Social. Security, 
Vocational Rehabilitation .or Government Aid? 

( ) Yes ( ) No 

7. Indicate your race. 

( ) White ( ) Afro-American 
( ) American Indian ( ) Mexican-American . 

8. What is your milit;ary status: 

( ) I have never served in any military branch. 
( ) I ,h~ve already completed my military obligation. 
( ) I am presently serving in .. the Reserve or National Guard. 

9. Indicate where you have lived most of your life. 

( ) Rural Area 
( ) Ci1;:y with population less than 5,000. 
( ) City with population between' 5,000 and 50,000. 
( ) City with population over 50 ,.000, 

10. While attendipg college, how many hours do you work per week? 

( ) Not working wqile attending coll~ge. 
( ) l':'"10 hours 
( ) 10-20 hours 
( ) 20-30. hpurs 
( ) 30-40 hours 
( ) Over 40 hours 



11. Which best describes you as a student? 

( ) A stugent living \;>n campus, 
( ) A student commuting less than ,20 miles (one-way), 
( ) A student commuting over 20 miles (one-way), 
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12, Indicate which of the following vocational and technical. education 
student organizations you were a member of as'a high school student. 

( . ) 4-H Club 
( ) Future :Farmers of America (FFA) 
( ) Vocational Industrial Clubs of America (VICA) 
( ) Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) 
( ) Future Business Leaders of America ·(FBLA) 
( ) Future .. Homemakers of America (FHA) 
( ) Office Educ1;1tion Assoo,iation (OEA.). 
( ) Furure Secretaries Association 
( ) Future Pata Processors 
( ) Did not belong to a vocational and technical education student 

organization. 

13, Indicate which of the .following out-of-class activities you parti­
cipated in during high school, 

( ) Leadership contests 
( ) Public Speaking contests 
( ) Judging contests 
( ) Trouble~shooting contests 
( ) Showed exhib.its at fa.irs (county, state, or science) 

( ) Other=----------------~-------------------------------~ 
(Please specify) 

14. Indicate your plans after completion of the program which you are 
presently enrolled in, 

( ) Work in the field for which training was.received. 
( ) Work towards a higher degree. 
( ) Work in .. a related field. 
( ) Work in a non-related field. 

15. I do not have enough time to participate in vocational and techn::i­
cal education student organizations while attending college. 

( ), Agree ( . ) Disagree 

16. The cost of membership fees kept me f:tom j6ining a vocational and, 
technical education student organization. 

( ) Agree ( ) Disagree 

17. Vocational and technical e9ucation student organizations are·not 
important and should be offe.red only to students ~n high school. 

( ) Agree ( ) Disagree 
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18. The lack of enthusiasm of aq.visers toward vocational and technical 
education student organizations discourages many students from 
participat:i,.ng. 

( · ) A.gree ( ), Disagree 

19. The activities of student organizations must be. related to the 
cµrriculum of the field of interest. 

( ) Agree ( ) -Disagree 

20. If vocat:J_onal and technical education stu_dent organizations are to 
be active and successful, there must be strong encouragement and· 
sµpport from the college admin:i,.stration. 

21. 

( ) Agtee ( ) Disagr,ee 

College student!;) do not have enough time for fund-,raising activi­
ties necessary for adequate·financing of. v0cational and technical 
student orga,nizations. 

( ) Ag:r:ee ( ) Disagree 

22. Competitive activities (contests) between collegiate,members and/or 
other colleges should be emphasized by vocational and technical 
educ,ation student orga:nizations. . . · · 

( ) Agree ( ) Disagree . 

23, Are you presently a member of a vocational and technical education 
student organ:i,.zation at the .college you are attending? 

(. ) Yes ( ) No 

24. If you~ a member of a vocational and technical education student 
organizfltion, .pleal:1e lis.t your reasons for joining in the space 
provided. 

25 ,, If you are not a member .of a vocational aud technical education 
st:udent orga.:nization, please list you re.a,sons for E£l .:i0ining in 
the sp4ce provided. 
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