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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTICON

The Thai language to be discussed here is limited to
standard Thai, the primary language of the people of
Bangkok, which is used as an official language throughout
the Thai kingdom. It is a best known member of the Tai
language group which forms a branch of the Sino-Tibetan
language family. Local dialects which are slightly
different from standard Thai include the Northern (around
Chiengmai), the Northeastern (Ubon and Lao), and the
Southern (peninsular). At present the Thai language is
spoken by over 40,000,000 people including those of the
neighboring countries in Southeast Asia, Assam in India,
and the state of Shan in Burma,

Since World War II many scholars with specific
education and’training in‘descriptive and comparative
linguistics have worked on the description of the Thai
language. Primarily their work hés been on the basis of
comparative phonological and léxical rules, and only a
few linguists have worked on syntactic analysis of Thai.
In reviewing those works on the syntax of Thai interroga-
tion, it is found that many grammarians, including Thai

traditional grammarians, consider the question markers or



question words of Thai interrogation as a group of words

consisting of different forms and meanings. In Thai

Reference Grammar, Richard B. Noss considers the question

marker of;the yes-no question as two different forms,
/ri&/ and;/mgj/; for content questions he discusses the
formation of all question words and also mentions that
/raj/ is the allomorph 6f those question words.1 In the
dissertation written by Chalao Chaiyaratana, the author
regards all question markers as different words which
have different functions without considering the relation
of the word forms.2 Udom Warotamasikkhadit sets the rules
in his work of the Thai language taking /raj/ as the
question marker of the content questions.3

It seems that these linguists consider Thai question
markers in different ways and come to different conclusions.
In this analysis of thé question in Thai, the scope of the
study will be based on the assﬁmption that there are only
tWo pure question markers in standard Thai; one is /rfé/
for Yes-no questions, and the other is /raj/ for content

questions. The discussion is divided into three parts:

1Richard B. Hoss, Thai Reference Grammar (Washington,
D.C. : Foreign Service Institute, 1964), p.205.

2Chalao Chaiyaratana, "A Comparative Study of English
and Thai Syntax," Dissertation, Indianna University, 1961,

3Udom Warotamasikkhadit, Thai Syntax (The Hague: Mouton,
1972), p. 56.




1. The general characteristics of the Thai language
as to the simple structure of a sentence, the word order,
the obligatory and optional constituents of a sentence.

2. The various types of yes-no question which
include the study of the simple question, the negative
question, the tag question, and the mild question noted
by the particle /na/. The answer to yes-no question is
also discussed in this part to present the negation to
the question.

3, The formation of content questions, the use of
question words, which include /?araj/'what', /khraj/'who!,
/jaanraj/'how!', /mgsraj/;when', /thammaj, hétraj/'why',
and /ndj/'which,where'. Because the answer to the content
question is not concerned with the use of the question
marker, it is not discussed in this study.

The theoretical framework and method of investigation
used in this paper follow the linguistic theory proposed

by Noam Chomsky in 1957 and 1965.4

" 7§Ncam Chomsky, Syntaectie Structures (The Hague: Mouton,
957) .

— .y ABpects of the Theory of Syntax
(CambTidges WIL Pres8, 1065).




CHAPTER 1II
LANGUAGE STRUCTURZE

Phonologically Thai is a tonal language, each syllable
has one of five phonemically differentiated tones. There
are twenty-one consonant sounds and nine distinguished

vowels in the language.

1. Consonants
— &
a o —~ ~
o 1~ ~— © R
2 o @ o £ & +
® |- o ® ® +
~l Qo > —~ — o
o G o - ol ® r
n |4/ <3 Y] = o
Stops vl. unasp. p t k ?
vli. as»o. ph th kh
vd. unasp. b d
Affricates| vl. unasp. c
vl. asp. ch
Pricatives vl. i) s h
Nasals vd. m n n
Lateral vd. 1
Flapped vd. T
Semivowels vd. w J




2 Vowels

Front Central Back
Unrounded Rounded
High i,ii +,i% u,uu
Mid E,e 2,99 0,00
Low R AR a,aa Dy 00
P Diphthongs
ia ia ua
4, Tones
Unmarked = mnmid-level
~ = Jlow
7 = high
" = falling
v = 7rising.

Word Order

The lexical stems in the Thai language are mostly
monosyllabic, but occasionally polysyllabic stems may
occur. Grammatical inflection is completely lacking and
morphology is restricted to derivation. In syntax,
constituent transfer or movement is rare since the word
order is.usually quite rigid. The typical sentence
contains a gubject, verb, and object, in that order. The
nucleus of a simple sentence is usually a verb phrase (V)

while subject and object may be optional. Thus, if X is



any circumstance which may occur at the beginning of a
sentence, NP is a noun phrase, and Y is any circumstance
which may occur at the end of a sentence, a simple state-

ment can be :

S —> (X)‘+ (P) + V + (Y)
N

I 7. v e s o
miswaannii chan sii rot thiinii
yesterday I  Dbuy car here
'Yesterday I bought a car here.'

LY S %, ~
chan ca sii  Dbaan

I will Duy too

'I will buy a car too.'

It should be noted here that whenever the context
is understood, the word is optional and usually is omitted.
Therefore, if the above two examples are spoken in conver-
sation, the second speaker will not mention the understood
object /rét/ 'car' again.

4 simple negative statement can be made by presenting
the negative particle /maj/ with the main verb or the
adjective which is used as a verb as follcws:

() + (@2) + V+ (Y) —> (X) + (0P) + maj + V + (Y)
chén maj sid 1ot
I not buy car

'T do not buy a car.'

v A AL N s
nansti maj dii
book not good

'The book is not good.'



Sentence Particles

Another characteristics of the Thai language which
should be mentioned here is the use of sentence particles.
These particles are used quite commonly in speech to make
the sentence sound gentler. Some particles can be used
to state the persuasion or interrogation, and sometimes
they are used only for the purpose of politeness. There

are three types of these sentence particles as follows:

1. /n4/ and /na/

The particle /na/ when added to a preceding state-
ment indicates a mild question, sometimes with an addi-
tion element of invitation, or suggesting. 1In all cases
/néd/ is a particle used to make an uttérance gentler,
milder. It is used optionally in the Thai language
comparable to English 'may I? won't you? isn't it?
okay?' when the tone of the particle is high. In some
cases the tone may be changed to falling when used as

an element of urging or suggesting.

y£a paj na
don't go

'Please don't go.'!

4
maa na

conme

'Will you come?'!



’ A
maa na

come

'Come on, please cone.'

o. /14/ and /12/

Standing by itself /15/ has no meaning. This particle
is used often with mildly entreative force. When used in a
question the tone is a falling one. Either /1a/ or /1&/
ig used at the end of a sentence to make the statement
more certain, and sometimes it is used at the end of a
conditional clause, often with additional emphasis on. the

statement to which it is attached. TFor example:
=~ 7
thuuk la
correct

'0f course.,!

thammaj 14
why

'"Why? How come?' (as when surprised or irritated)

.. Particle Used As Sentence Ending

This type of sentence particles has many forms.
Actually all forms have two tones, the high tone is used
for interrogation and the otherswhieh is the falling tones
is for answering questions or is used at the end of statement
and command. The main function of the particle is to
make the statement or question more polite and gentler;

only a few forus are used for emphasis of the preceding



statement without the purpose of politeness. It may be
used optionally with any type of statement or question and
in itself contains information on the sex and status of the
speaker with respect or reference to the hearer. The

classification of these particles are listed as follows:

Statement Form | Question Form Situation

payékha
phekha
khrépgm
cawkha

khrap

~ s .
wa, WO0O ]

payakha
phekhé
khrapdm
cawkha

khrap

’ /s,
wa, woo]

Male speaking to the king,
queen,and their royal family

Female speaking to the king,
queen,and their royal family

Ifale speaking to highly
superior or noblemen

Female speaking to highly
superior or noblemen

Iale speaking to superior,
elder, or non-intimate
person

Male speaking to non-
intimate person, less formal
than /khrap/

Female speaking to superior,
elder, or non-intimgte
person (/hd/ and /ha/ are
less formal)

Person speaking to inferior
or younger person, occasion-~
ally used among equals

Female speaking to inferior
or younger person, rarely
used by male

Male speaking to inferior,
younger, or intimate person;
rarely used by female,
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Examples:

vd ~ Ve
wannii maj paj thamnan khrap

today not g0 work

'Today T do not go voc work,' (Male speaking to superior)

>

jéé paj na - xha
don't go

*Will you please not go?' (Female speaking to superior)



CEAPTER IIT
YE5-H0 QUESTIONS

To produce an interrogative form in Thai there is no
rule of auxiliary or verb conétituent fronting, but the
question is noted by a question marker shown with the
statement, For a yes-no question /rgé/ will be suffixed
to a sentence of declarative type and the formation is
possible in the following rule:

(X)+(WP)+V+(Y) —> (X)+(HE)+V+(¥)+ rik

~ .7 ’ A
khun ca SE T rot rid

you will Dbuy car

'Are you going to buy a car?!
\ Re M.

ca s+ ri:

will Dbuy

'Are you going to buy a car?!

— . . - /\- - - »
For producing a nesative question, /maj/ which implies

negation occurs in the preceding statement as in:

(X)+(EP)+V+ () + riE  —> (X)+(@P)+ maj +V+(¥)+ rid

, AL .7 ‘L .
¥Xhun maj S*% rot ri:
you not buy car

'Won't you bhuy a car?'’

11
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AL s v,
maj st rii
not buy

'Won't you buy a car?'’

Selection of affirmative or negative question depends
on the speaker's belief. When using an affirmative
question, the speaker inclines to believe that the answer
is 'yes'; on the other hand, he expects a negative answer
when using a negdtive question. According to this rule,
he is seeking confirmation of his belief as indicated in
the preceding: statement.

Under certain conditions fronting of the gquestion

marker may occur as follows:
.v. .v- -~
S + riz —> riz + S

In this case the sentence is not definitely a question,
but it still implies some sort of interrogation. For
example:

'Vc ~ 3 /-
ri khun ca SET]
you will Dbuy

'iaybe you will want to buy.'

It is also possible to combine the affirmative and
neg;ative questions into one sentence when the speaker does
not have any idea whether the answer will be 'yes' or 'no'.
It is in this case that he is purely seeking information.

One way to phrase a neutral question is by using both

alffirmetive and negative forms in full combination. How-
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ever, this type of question implies that the speaker wants
to emphasize and make his question clear; otherwise the
transformation in Thail grammar would generate other forms.
An exanmple of this type of emphatic question may bve:
N ./. / N, N A, ./. /
khun ca s%* 1rot rii: Kkhun ca maj s*x 1ot
you will buy car you will not Dbuy car

'Will you buy a car or not?'

Accqrding to the nature Qf Thai syntactic siructure, iden-
tical elements rarely occur in the same string, except
when they are emphasized as above. Whenever the element
~is understood in the linguistic or situation context, it

is omitted; therefore,vthe above example is rarely spoken,
The transformation in Thal grammar combines the affirmative
and negative questions and, according to its rule, the

del=tion occurs as follows:

(0)+(HP)+V+(¥) + Tis 1

o —
(X)) +(WP )+ maj +V'+(Y' )+ rid (

- . v, N~

(X)+(EP)+V+(T)+ rid + maj

where X = X', NP = NP', V=V', ¥ = Y
~ e ’ he A

khun ca SEES rot r++ maj

you will buy car not

'Will you buy a car or not?!

At each sten in the deletion, every resulting string
is psreammatical. Thus it is possible to produce the follow-

ing questions:
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) /

khun ca sit 1ot rid khun ca maj s## rot
you will buy car you will not Dbuy car

khun c3 si: rdt rTi+ khun ca maj sii
you will buy car you will not buy
Khun ca si: Tot Tid cd mAj ik
you will buy car will not Dbuy
khun ca sid 10t ri: maj
you will buy car not

'Will you buy a car or not?'

Before discussing further on the nezgative questions,
it should be noted that /méj/ is a negative form which
is derived from /ris maj/ and that /maj/ is not a pure
question marker as it has been mistaken by many grammar-
iang, The transformation which produces/méj/ from /ri&
mgj/ deals with the phonological rule rather than the
syntactic rule. Considering the terminal contour of a
yes-no question, it is found that the tohe of the last
word of a question is ﬁsually rising. It may have
eitiher rising tone as in the question marker /ri&/, or
high tone as in the particle /khé/ 'yes' when used as a
guestion, or the change of tone of an indicative sentence
to high tone when interrogation is implied. The only
exception in this case occurs when the speaker wants.to
emphasize his question; then the terminal contour may be

~ ’
falling as in the previous example: 'khun ca six rot

.V- N .
r+i maj.' B

N\ N
4 The interrogative form /rii maj/ may be changed to

/méj/ when the speaker does not intend to emphasize his



question, but only wants to seek information.

does not expectv a particular answver,

to use /ri: maj/.

Since he

it is appropriate

But since there is no emphasis on his

question, the nature of yes-no question terminal contour

tends to change the final falling tone to a rising one.

Thus the second transformation,producing /maj/ from /Tis

AL
maj/,may occur :

() +(TB)+V+(Y)+ Ti: + mAj

Ve
khun ca s

you will buy

rot
car

maj

—> (X)+(&P)+V+(Y)+ méj

'Will you buy a car or not?' Ve

{7he change from /r£; maj/ to /maj/ does not affect the

15

identical meaning of these two interrogative forms at all.

Just as a quection denoted by /rié/ has a meaning differ-

M. (AR o, . .
ent from /rii maj/, /maj/ also has a different meaning

M. . a ~ .
from /r&&[?as seen in the following exzamples:

1. khun ca paj

you will go

'"Will you go®'

N ~ I\‘

2. kihun ca maj

you will not
'Won't you go?'

3. khun ca paj
you will go

ovo
iz

paj

~.
rxx

'Will you go or not?!

A, khun ca paj

you will go

\/ 13
maj

M.
r++

maj
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'"Will you go or not?!

In testing these four examples, all informants agree
that ther: is a difference in meaning between sentence 1
and 2, 1 and 3, 1 and 4, 2 and 3, and 2 and 4; but there
. . ~ - V.
is no difference between 3 and 4. 1In fact, /mdj/ can
-V- /\ - 13 - -
replace /rii maj/ in every circumstance. Thus it can be
. . . . . A A
proved that /maj/ is a derivation from /rii+ maj/, not a

pure question marker.
Negative Questions

There are two other interrogative particles which are
. A g .
similar to /rii maj/ and can be used as an alternative
with similar meaning and function in this circumstance,
but they are not identical. In a negative question the
morpheme /plaw/ or /jan/ may follow the question marker
N ~ L . .
/rii/ in the samne way as /maj/ does. These two interrog-
A ~ Mo .
ative forms /rii plaw/ and /rii jay/ must be produced in

- . e . . . - .
full and have no derived form as /maj/ which is derived

from /ri& maj/. The formation of negative question is:
‘l‘ I »
: ri+ maj
. o\ T (v + . < naj -
(X)+CP)+7+(Y) —> (XN)+EP)+v+(D)+ rik plaw
ri¥:+ Jan

A - - 3 I3 .
‘The morpheme /maj/ is a simple negative form which
implies the absolute negation, /plaw/ also conveys simple
negation but in many cases it has a sense of past tense.

The only situation in which /rgé pléw/ can be used in the
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- .va A 3 - 13 - 3
same meaning as /rii maj/ is when it is used in a future
sense, Thus the following sentences have the same meaning:
N

ov- .
ri: maj
maj

~ g 4
khun ca Sk rot
you © will TDuy car

'Will you buy a car or not?!

b"o 4 IV- ~
khun ca sii 1ot Tii plaw
you will uy car

'Will you buy a car or not?!

A slight difference bhetween these two sentences is that
/rii maj/ is more TFormal and is used mostly in writing
while /ri%+ plaw/ is often used in speech.

Wher /rii plaw/ is used with a statement which does
not imply future tense it means that the spealker is seeking
information of what he believes has happened in the past.

For example:

. R » ~. ~
Xhun SEE rot ri& plaw

you buy car

'Did you buy a car?!

The morpheme /jay/ itself means 'still, yet'. When
used in yes-no question, either in the interrogative form
/rié jag/ or in answering the question, /jag/ has negative
meaning 'not yet' and implies both negation and aspects,
i.e. reference to time up to the moment of speaking. This
interrogative form /rié jay/ can be used either with the

preceding statement which implies past, present, or future
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tense. The difference in its meaning is that the speaker
i1s inquiring if something has happened up to the moment of
speaking when he uses /ré& jan/ with a preceding statement
of past or present tense. But if /ria jay/ is used with
the statement of future tense, it implies that the speaker
inclines to believe that if something has not happenéd, it
will happen soén. or example:

kXhun 53+ rét rit Jjan

you buy car

'Have you bought a car?!

- I A

. 3 ) -
khun s¥*¥ rot Jwww  Tii jan

you buy car already

'Have you bought a car already?'

.. s - .\/' .
khun ca SE& rot r++ Jjan

you will buy car

'Are you going to buy a car now, or later?'

Considering the function and meaning of these three
nezative interrogative forms of yes-no question, it is
Y. N v . . M.
found that /rii maj/ or /maj/ is used generally while /rii
N A . - . s
plaw/ and /ri% jay/ have restricted meanings. The preced-
» ra) 3 'vc ~ » ' .v' ~ c\,- 3
ing statement of either /rii maj/, /ri: plaw/, or/rii jan/
. . . AR .
must not contain negative particle /maj/, otherwise the
meaning of the question will be contradictory in itself
since these three interrozative forms imply negation al-

ready.
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Tag Questions

In the Thai language there are three forms of tag
question which can be simply attached to the preceding
statement of declarative type in the same way as the
question marker /ri&/ works. The three forms of tag

question include:

rri& mggl
cig i Y.
nds |
-v- A
ri+ maj
thuuk {méj }
(oM A
| T3 maj
chaj jméj

Unlike the negative form of the question marker /rgé/,
although the tag questions have the‘negative particle in
their formation, they can be attached to either affirma-
tive or negative statements. Structurally the tag ques-
tion is not linked with any particular element in the
preceding statement, but it is dépendent since it always
co~occurs with a sentence of declarative type and never
stands by itself.

Either form of the three tag questions can be suffixed
to a statement to convert the declarative sentence to a
yes-no question. Thus the formation of this type of ques-

tion can be as follows:



n>
.

o )

i A AL
' rii maj
€13 {méj }

- Tii maj
—_ S1 + ﬁ thuuk v

/

S .
maj

ch&j Tii maj
mij '
\

Selection of the tag questions depends on the mean-

/

ing of the first morpheme of the tag. Since /cin/ means
'to be true,' the first form of tag question is used to
inquire whether the hearer agrees that the preceding
statement is a fact. The sample usage of /cip rii maj/
or /cig méj/ can ve seen in the following questions:
hebnsdmit nii  dii thiisWt naj mésy ciy maj
library this good most in  town ’
'"This library is the best in town, isn't it?!'
R . ~ ~ ~ A s Y. N
m#on thaj aakaat maj naaw maak cip ri+ maj
country Thai weather not coléd very

'The weather in Thailand is not very cold, is it?'

The word /thﬁhk/ in the second tag question means
'to be right'; therefore, /thuuk maj/ or /thuuk rii maj/
can be used to ask if the hearer agrees that the preceding
statement is correct according to his knowledge. For

example:

\% ~ v A ~ v o
soon buak so9sn pen sii thuuk maj
two plus two be four

'""wo plus two is four, isn't 1t?'
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A

mie khun  paj thangaan sééj khaw koo
when you g0 work late he then
mgj poocaj thuuk ri} maj

novt please

'When you are late at work, he is displeased, isn't
he?!

The,third type of tag question is the one which is
used commonly and more generally since its meaning is
not restricted as /cin/ or /thuuk/. The word /chaj/ in
this circumstance means 'to be so'; therefore, /ch%j méj/
or /chaj ri: maj/ can be used to ask if the preceding

statement is tne one meant or intended. For examples:

xhun yaak kliap baan wannii  chaj maj
you want return Thome today

'"You want to return home today, don't you?'

A A4 ~ v
baan khun thaa sii khaaw chaj ri# maj
house you paint color white

'"Your house is white, isn't it?!
The Use of Particles in Questions

A Thai yes-no question may be noted by some particles.
When /na/ is used as a final element of a sentence, it
indicates a mild question. Thus the following sentences

can be considered as a sort of yes-no question:

~noY ’ v, -,
phuujin khon nan suaj na
noun _ -
g that Dbeautiful
woman  s1assifier

'That woman is beautiful, isn't she?!



chan khgﬁyiim négsiE khun sak wan na
I borrow book you just day

'May I borrow your book for just a day?!'

Thai questions may optionally contain either /15/ or
/15/ in its formation, adding é sense of urgency and ear-
nestness. Therefore, besides the usual interrogative
formation /la/ and /18/ have some possible use as follows:

Khun ca paj 14  rii

you will go

'Are you leaving now?'

v . A~
khun ca chssn %haw maa maj la
vou will invite he come

'Will you invite him to come?!

v V. ~ v . ’ N
khi#in  nans+%  haj khaw 1r#i+ Jjan la
return  book to he

'Have you returned the book to him?'

chdn  book  laww chaj maj 1a
I tell already

'See, I told you, didn't 1%

chin aw naam saj loy paj 1la né
I take water put down into

'T pour in the water now, okay?'

In an elliptical sentence where context is omitted
and understood, tihe particle /la/ can function by itself

and serves as a question marker as in:
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chin ca paj kap kanda khun la
I will go with Kanda you

'T will go with Kanda. How about you?!

The particle type III, as mentioned in Chapter I on
page 8, is used optionally in any question. It always
occurs at the end of a sentence and after other particles.

if thev are also present. For example:

AL A A NS s
khun maj choop sii dewn r+i kha
you not like color red

'Don't you like red color?!

Y v, s
aw kaaf+= 1ik maj khrap
take coffee more

'Do vou want more coffee??!

phom kgajiim négsii khun sak wan nd hd
I (masc.) borrow ©book you just day

'‘May I borrow your book for just a day?'

. - v A v NA . ~ s
khiin naynst haj khaw ri: Jjan la kha
return book to he

'Have you returned the book to him?!
Answer to Yes-no Question

1. /rix/

In answering an interrogation using the question
a2
marker /ri+i/, the particle type III may be used in an

affirmative response as an introductory particle which is
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comparable to English 'yes.' 1In this case a change of
high tone of the particle to a falling one is necessary.

As for a negative response to a Jrit/ question, the
particle /pléw/ is generally used as the introductory
particle in the same way as 'no' functions in English re-
sponse, It may be used with or without the sentence end-
ing particle which, in the negative response, serves asg a
particle making the sense of gentleness and politeness to
the answer,

The full replies of this type of yes-no question may
have the introductory particle followed by a sentence
confirming the agreement or disagreement to the question.
The introductory particle is selected according to the
truth value of the statement form of the question. That
is, the negative answer may have a ‘'yes' introductory
particle; on the other hand, a negative particle may be
used in an affirmative response, depending on whether the
answer agrees or disagrees with the statement mentioned
preceding the question marker. Thus the Thai 'yes' or
'no' introductory particle is absolutely independent of
the following sentence. It may or may not agree to each

other as seen in the following eamples:
i . ~ . 4 ~,
Question: khun ca paj la rii
you will go

'Are you leaving?'

JalRa INd . ~ ~ ~ . /
Answer (affirmative): kha chan ca paj la

yes I will go
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'Yes, I am leaving.'

Ansver (negative): plaw (kh3) jan maj paj
no yet not go

'Ho, I am not leaving yet.'
. ~L A M .
Question: khun maj choop duu nany rii
you not 1like see movies

'Don't you like to see movies?!

Answer (affirmative): plgw phom choop duu nég
no I like see movies

'Yes, I 1like to see movieg.'

. s RV ~, A v
Answer (negative): khrap phom maj choadop duu nay
yes I not 1like see movies

'No, I don't like to see movies,'

However, in answering the negative question which contains
/maj/ in the statement preceding the question marker, the
nesative answer may have either 'yes' or 'nmo' particle,
and the introductory particle may or may not agree with
the following sentence. Therefore, the negative answer

of the above question may also be:

AN v N, A v
plaw phom maj chodp duu nan
no I not 1like see movie

'No, I don't like to see movie.'

v
The answer to the /rii/ question may be given in full,
as in the above examples; or in some cases the sentence

following the introductory 'yes' or 'no' particle may be
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omitted, and the particle may remain by itself as a verb-
less sentence while other parts of the sentence are ellip-

tical. Therefore, the following answers are possible:

. v / 3 -V-
Question: khaw aw rot paj rix

he take car go

'Does he take the car?!

Answer (affirmative): kha
yes

'Yes, (he takes the car).'

Answer (negative): plaw kha
no

'No, (he doesn't take the car).'

2. /rii mai/, /maj/, /rii: plaw/, /ris jag/

The type of questions using /ri& mgj/, /maj/, /rii
plaw/, or /rii jan/ requires different answers from those
using 'yes' or 'no' particle for /riﬁ/ guestions. In
answering the negative question the verb form is obliga-
tory, the introductory particle is optional, and the verb-
less sentence using the particle alone is not applicable.

The affirmative answer may have the main verb alone
as a full answer since all other parts of a Thal sentence
are optional in the surface structure. The main verb is
also obligatory in the negative answer where the negation
is shown by /maj/ or /plaw/ or /jay/. The answer to this

type of question may be produced as follows:
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Answer (affirmative):

Answer (negative):

Question:

Answer (affirmative):

Answer (negative):

Question:

Answer (affirmative)
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v ~ v v v
kXhun hén nansi: chan maj
you see book I

'Did you see my book?!

hen

See

'Yes, I did.'
A, v

maj hen

not see

"o, I didn't.'
khun  sii kaafex - haj
you buy coffee for

chan rgé plgw
I

'Did you buy the coffee for me?!

e
Sxx

buy

'Yes, I digd.'

pléw

'No, I didn't.?

khun ng catmééj Tid jag
you send  letter

'Have you sent the letter?!'

son lew
send already

'Yes, I have.'
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Answer (negative): Jan
no

'No, I haven't.'

3,  Tag Questions /cin maj/, /thuuk maj/, /chaj mai/

The answer to the tag question is similar to the
answer to a /rii/ gquestion. But instead of using the
particle 'yes' or 'no' answer, the first word of the tag
is repeated in the answer as a confirmation of the state-
ment preceding the tag. This does not mean that the
answer is always affirmative when taking the affirmative
form. That is, the answer may be 'yes' or 'no' depending
on the agreement or disagreement to the question in the
same way as answering to /rgi/ question. The negation of
the preceding statement in the question can be answered
by using a negative form /mgj/ with /cin/, /thuuk/, or
/chgj/ so that the answer will deny that the statement
in the question is not true, not correct, or not so,

respectively.

. ~ L Vo, . Vo
Question: baan khaw  suaj cin maj
house he Dbeautiful

'His house is beautiful, isn't

it?!

Ansver (affirmative): ciny
true

'"Yes, it is.'!



Answer (negative):

Question:

Answer (affirmative):

Answer {(negative):

Question:

Answer (affirnative):

Answer (negative):
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maj

cin

not true

'¥o, it is not.'

tua
self

ké&‘
to

A\
hen

see

N A
raw ton maj

we must not

thuuk maj

'We must not be selfish, must

we?!

thuuk
correct

'No, we must not.'

AL LN
ma] thuuk

not correct

'Yes, we must.'

.7 N
wannii khun maj thamnaan

today you not work

chaj maj

'Today you do not work, do you?!'

"\.

chaj

it is so0

'No, I do not.'
/\o /\o

ma] chaj

not S0

'Yes, I do.'



CHAPTER IV
CONTENT QUESTICHS

< A content question is noted by one of the question

words which are listed with their implication as follows:

/?3raj/ 'what' inquires identification of impersonal
thing constituent

/khraj/ ‘who, whou' ingquires identification of
person

/jéégraj/ 'how, in what way' inquires a specification
of manner by which an action is performed

/mébraj/ 'when' inquires the time by which an action
is performed

/thanmaj, hétraj/ 'why' inquires the reason or
justification for an action

/néj/ 'where, which' incuires location or destination
or inquires a choice of two or more possibil-
ities when used with classifier

/théwraj/ 'how nwuch, how many' ingquires value or
quantity

1 AN . . . . N,
/kii/ 'how nany' inquires only numerative guantity. )

In Thai Syntax the author forms the ruies for Thai

content question using /»aj/ as a comnon element in all
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of these questidn WOrds;1 It seems exactly appropriate
that /raj/ is an allomorph and those question words are
anal zable. The only exception is /kii/ which is a

numerative question word that /raj/ is not applied;

1. /earaj/

This word can be analized as consisting of /“an/'unit!
+ /raj/ and the derived /%araj/ is used as a guestion word
which may function as a subject of a clause or object of

a verb or preposition. ior examples:

As a subject:
?ara] juu  naj  klon
what . be in box

"Wwhat is in the box?!

As an object of a verb:

1\’ A o s
khaw haj ‘araj khun
he give what you

'"What did he give you?'!

As an object of a preposition:

klon juu bon  ?araj
box be on what

r . - . : \
"What is tihe box on?'

1Udom Warotamasikkhadit, pp. 68-69.
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2. /xhraj/

Since this question word is used to inquire identi-
fication of human being, it is possible that the word
consists of /khon/ 'person' + /raj/ ‘question'. The
derived form /khraj/ may function as a subject of a clause;
object of a verb, object of a preposition, or may be used
with a noun as a possessive interrogative'form when /khgg/i

which indicates possessive is omitted. For example:

As a subject:

N A
khraj maa thiinii
who come here

'Who come here?!
As an object of a verb:

e
khun rak khraj
you love who

"Whom do you love?!
As an object of a preposition:

khaw maa kap khraj
he come with who

'With whom did he come?'
Used with a noun as a possessive interrogative:

béén khraj jﬁu baank=zx
house who be Bangkae

'"Whose house is in Bangkae?'?
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/ 3 /jsanrai/

This gquestion word is seen obviously to consist of
/jaan/ 'manner, type' + /raj/ 'question'. The response
to this question word specifies the manner or means by
which an action is performed. 1In questions,/jaagraj/ is
always used after a verb as in:

" -/. N . S .
panhaa nii ik Jaanraj
problem this solve how

'How is this problem solved?!

dek dsk paj roonrian jéégraj
child child go school how

'How do the children go to school?'?

4. /miéraj/

The word /mié/ refers to time and can be prefixed
to many otlhier words to imply time, such as:/mge/ prefixed
to /kibn/ 'previously' means 'before'; /mge/ prefixed to
a date /mgewanfzgl/ means on the day dated. When /nis /

is prefixed to the question marker /raj/, it requires

a response which specifies a time or period of time as in: .

~ . 4 ~ v, !\ .
khun dajrap cotmaa}j mEaraj
you recelve letter when

'When did you receive the letter?!

Usually /mieraj/ is used after a verb as in the

above exanple. However, it may occur tefore the verb for
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purpose of emphasis and sometimes indicating impatience

as seen in the following example:

mésraj Khun 3 toop cotmaaj nan
when you will answer letter that

'When will you answer that letter?!

;5. /thammaj/ and /hetraj/

The question word /thammaj/ consists of /tham/‘'perform!'
and /raj/ '‘question. It is used to ask for reason of an
action or performance/%ﬁﬁfhas the same meaning as English
'how come' or 'why'.i }hétraj/ consists of /het/ 'reason'
and /raj/ 'question' and has similar meaning to /thammaj/
but is used more frequently in formal language while the
word /thammaj/ is used more often in collogquial speech, '

The position of /thammaj/ in a positive question is
usually after the verb except that for emphasis purpose
/thammaj/ may be moved to the initial position of the
sentence. The negative quesfion always has /thammaj/ in

the preverb position., ¥or examples:

Positive:

. ~ ANEELN .
raj nan thiinan thamma}
g0 sit there © why

'Why do you sit there?!

Emphasis:

thammaj paj nan thfingn
why go sit there

'"Why is it that you sit there?!
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Negative:

A . ~ A A
thamma] maj paj nan thiinan

why not &0 sit there

N
A
]

e 3 . . . )
"Why don't you sit there?' /.

The position of /hetraj/ in both positive and negative
questions is initial position; and the question word itself
implies more emphasis than the question noted by /thammaj/.

For examples:

S . . ~ roon~
hetra) raj nan thiinan
why &0 sit there
'Why is it that you sit there?!

~ . ~ . ~ H,o N~
hetra] maj paj nan thiinan
why not g0 sit there

'Why i1s it that you do not sit there?'

6. /nai/

This question word when used to inquire location is
usually sufifixed to the word /thfi/ which means 'place'.
Thus the question word for location or destination may
be analyzed as /thfi/ + /raj/ —> /th{inéj/ 'where'.
However, sometimes the word /th{}/ may be omitted where
context is understood and the question 1s not emphasized.
When thiinéj/ iz the subjsct of the sentence, 1ts
position is initial, and it is used after a verb when serving
as a complement. The word /thfi/ cannot be omitted when

.used as the subject, otherwise it may be used optionally.
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For example:

~ ~ \'4
thiinaj pen  khet  théhaan
where be region soldier

'"Where is the military region?'

khaw d+enthaan paj néj
he travel g0 where

tTo where does he travel?:

Another usage of /néj/ is when the question word
inquires a choice of two or more possibilities. In this
case /naj/ must be suffixed to a noun classifier. In Thai
each noun has its own-word as a classifier which may serve
as a noun subgstitution. For example, the classifier for
/nansii/ 'book' is /ltm/; therefore, to produce a phrase
'that one' whnich refers to 'that book', /ltm/ may be used
with /nan/ 'that' as /1tm ndn/. Different nouns have
different classifiers; thus, there are a lot of noun
classifiers in the Thai language. The one which may be
used generally for objects or things is /?an/, for human
is /khon/, and for animal is /tua/. To produce a question
_word inquiring about 'which thing', /n&j/ is suffixed té
/?an/,that is /?anndj/. When suffixed to /khon/ produc-
ing /khonnéj/ the word inguires for 'which man', or

/tuandj/ for 'which animal', etc.

The position and function of /ndj/ when used with a
. .. Noovo .
noun classifier is similar to /thiindj/ as seen in the

following examples:
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/ . - v 4 Vi ~ N
nakrian khonnaj chana kaanprakuat
student which win contest

tWhich student won the contest?!

~ ~ v,
m®ex choop MREW tuanaj
mother like cat: which

"Which cat does mother like?!

& 7. /théwraij/ and /kii/

These two question words have similar meaning in
asking for quantity. /théﬁraj/ consists of the word
/thaw/ 'equal in size or quantity' and /raj/ 'question?,
but /kii/ iz a question word in itself to which /raj/ is
not applied. The different function of these two question
words is that /théhraj/ is used to inguire about value or
guantity and the answer may or may not be a specific
amount. Generally, in asking for uncountable nouns
/th£Wraj/ is used as the question word while /%ii/ is used
for asking about numerative quantity and the answer 1is
more specific. It should be noted also that /kii/ always
requires a noun classifier when producing a question.

The position of /thawraj/ and /kii/ are always after

verbv. for example :

~
khun miil nen thawra]

ou nave mouney how much
v

'"How much money do you have?'



- AN ~ ]
raw 1li#3h weelaa iik thawra]
we left time more how much

'How much time do we have?'

~ L/ A, 1’..\_.
phoo lian kaj xii tus
father raise chicken how many

'How many chickens does father raise?!

A - >,
toaqkaan rot kii kan
want car how many

AN
'How many cars do you want?' ~



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

In the studies of the Thai language performed by many
grammarians, it is found that many of them, including the
native speakers, have been mistaken for a long time in con-
sidering the questions in Thai. The lack of understanding
in the derivation of all question words may create some
confusion as to determine how and when to use each question
word in what situation. This study of the syntax of ques-
tions in Thai is intended to reveal how the questioﬁ words
are derived in their monosyllabic characteristics. We can
now conclude that in yes-no questions /riﬁ/ is the main
question marker from which the negative and tag questions
are derived. When considering /rgé/ as the main question
marker, the negation in the negative question will be seen
easily and then the negative question marker may not be
taken as the pure question marker any more.

In content question we can say that /raj/ is the
question marker for every question word except in the case
of /kfi/ which seems to have its own question value. Accord-
ing to Thai characteristics in compounding, /raj/ is suf-
fixed to the word in question to produce such question

word with its own specific meaning.
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