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A STUDY OF SMALL GROUPS IN SOCIALLY 

DIFFERENTIATED SETTINGS^

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION

The gen era l concern  of th is  study is  with the form ation  and 

functioning over tim e of groups and the rela tion sh ip  am ong individuals  

within groups. Such a study, of co u rse , rea ch es  into m any a r ea s  of 

so c ia l p sychology and for that m atter , other so c ia l sc ie n c e s . For  

exam ple, under the heading of group study can be subsum ed a whole 

host of im portant top ics for so c ia l psychology such as  conform ity- 

deviation , a ttitud es, pow er, com pliance, preju d ice , con flict, le a d e r 

ship, n orm s, com m unication and oth ers. F or the so c ia l sc ie n t is t  the 

group is  a sm a ll so c ia l unit that enab les him  to v iew  dynam ically  a 

great m any im portant phenom ena as  they actu ally  occu r. It is  certa in ly  

for such reason s that the study of variou s kinds of groups holds such a

T his study w as in itiated  under the d irection  of M uzafer Sherif, 
then D irecto r  of the Institute of Croup R elations and supported from  a 
N ational Science Foundation Grant No. 6-24973 and a pred octora l fe llo w 
ship of the N ational Institu tes of M ental Health No. l -F l-M H -2 8 , 140-01 
(BEH).
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prom in en t p lace  in the so c ia l s c ie n c e s  and r e c e iv e s  so m uch attention.

Of co u rse  to delin eate  the concepts and phenom ena is  only part of 

the prob lem . Just a s  la rg e  a ta sk  i s  providing su itab le m eth odolog ies  

and in stru m en ts with w hich to m ea su re  the co n cep ts . Indeed a s  op era-  

tio n a lism  has taught, con cep ts are in tim ately  re la ted  to the to o ls  and 

m e a su r e s  u sed  to attain them . If theory is  to  be built from  em p ir ica l 

and exp erim en ta l data then th eoriz ing  can go no farth er  than the m e a su r e 

m en ts that a re  availab le at the tim e. Then, a s  an in tegra l a sp ect of 

th is  study, to o ls  and in stru m en ts are  developed , m od ified  and adapted  

to  fit  the task  at hand. If the sc ie n t is t  has con cern  for the va lid ity  of 

h is  fin d in gs he m ust be ready, e sp ec ia lly  in the f ie ld , to  fit  h is  m ethods  

to  the phenom ena, not fo rce  the phenom ena to f it  som e convenient te s t  

or favored  technique. A s an illu stra tio n  in point, if  a sc ie n tis t  seek s  

in form ation  about so c ia lly  taboo or unacceptable ite m s , d irect q u estion 

ing about the item s m ay lead  to  evasion , fab rica tion  or open h o stility .

Just to c lothe h im se lf in the ra inm ents of sc ien ce  does not a ssu r e  the 

in v estig a to r  that h is  respondents w ill be open or com p lete ly  truthful.

F ar too often f ie ld  techniques dealing with human groups have fa iled  to  

take fu lly  into account a com m on human r e tic ie n c e  to open o n ese lf to an 

in v estig a to r . E sp ec ia lly  in regard  to item s that a re  eg o -re lev a n t yet  

so c ia lly  unacceptable is  the p erso n  often slow  to  " te ll a ll he knows" to  

a stran ger.

On the other hand too often lab oratory  tech n iq u es have avoided  

m any of th ese  knotty p rob lem s of human life  such a s  eg o -re lev a n t



i s s u e s  and settled  for p rob lem s w ith v a r ia b le s  m ore su itab le for the 

lab oratory . T h ese  v a r ia b les  such a s  seating  arran gem en ts or verb al 

v e r su s  w ritten  com m unication, though authentic, m ay be som ething  

l e s s  than c r it ic a l in the great m a jo rity  of groups. Such le s s e r  v a r i

a b le s  m ay only a ssu m e im porteince when one has grasp ed  the m ain  out

lin e s  of the problem  and has ach ieved  m ethods for handling m ore  c r i t i 

ca l v a r ia b le s .

F or th is  study the concept "group, " it s e lf ,  is  a m o st im portant 

v a r ia b le . Of co u rse , so are the ind ividual and the cu ltural and so c ia l 

sy ste m , but f ir s t ,  le t  us sp ecify  the l im its  (cf. L evy, 1953) of the 

d efin ition  of "group" and som e of it s  c h a r a c te r is t ic s . F ir s t  the point 

should be m ade that not a ll so c ia l ga th er in gs or situations a re  groups.

A num ber of unacquainted people w aiting at a bus stop, though they  

have a com m on purpose in aw aiting the bus, does not constitu te  a group. 

T his aggregation  m ay m ore properly  be term ed  a to g e th ern ess  situation. 

Such to g e th ern ess  situations r ep resen t one end of the lim it  of the d e fi

n ition  of group. Of cou rse  from  to g e th ern ess  to group is  a continuum  

and a to g e th ern ess  situation m ay d evelop  into a group if  in teraction  

contin ues over tim e. There se e m s  to be no defin ite upper lim it  to the 

d efin ition , group, u n less  it is  com p lete  form aliza tion  of n o rm s, r o le s , 

m em b ersh ip , etc . Such is  the c a se  of m any inform al groups that they  

do in tim e  cod ify  th eir  norm s a s  la w s , sp ecify  m em b ersh ip  and o th er

w ise  b ecom e institu tion alized . Groups then m ay vary  from  highly  

fo rm a lized  and enduring en tit ie s  to  r e la t iv e ly  tra n sito ry  in form al units.



In te r m s  of p ro p er tie s  c h a r a cter is tic  to  groups, the b a sic  e s s e n 

t ia ls  seem  to  be one or m o re  m utually  shared g o a ls , a se t of norm s  

regulating behavior re la tiv e  to group con cern s and a se t of r o le s  d e 

fining rec ip ro ca l exp ectations for m em b ers. It should be noted that 

ro le  im p lie s  for  a g iven  m em b er both a status p osition  in the power  

structure and a popularity p osition  in the a ffect stru ctu re. A given  

ro le  m ay vary  with resp ec t to status position  or m ay  be tied  to that 

p osition . M oreover, the con cep ts, ro le  and norm , a re  in som e w ays 

c lo se ly  bound up. For exam p le, the le a d e r 's  ro le  w ith resp ec t to an 

im portant norm  of the group m ay be w e ll defined and a llow  lit t le  d ev ia 

tion. On the other hand for a norm  of le s s e r  im portance the latitude of 

expected  behavior m ay be con sid erab ly  la rg er .

A group m ay be defined a s  a so c ia l sy stem  that to  varying d eg rees  

has structured  re la tio n s am ong its  com ponent p arts  (m em b ers), m a in 

ta in s it s e lf  over tim e and is  orien ted  to g o a ls  of som e kind. A lso  to 

varying d e g r ee s  the group govern s the behavior of m em b ers  both within  

and without the so c ia l context. In th is  study the groups are  a ll sm a ll 

and m uch in teraction  is  face  to face .

T igh tn ess or c o h e s iv e n e ss  of groups vary . In m any resp ec ts  

c o h e s iv e n e ss  is  a function of how w e ll s ta b ilized  a r e  the rec ip ro ca l 

exp ectation s of behavior am ong m em b ers and the to ta l co n sen su s of 

m em b ers on im portant co n cern s of the group. S tab ilized  expectations  

for a m em b er 's  behavior re fer  to h is  ro le , and exp ecta tion s or con sen 

s u se s  of the tota l group for im portant m a tters  re fer  to n orm s. To the



extent th ese  ideal b eh av iors, expectations and c o n sen su se s  a re  unstable  

then c o h e s iv e n e ss  i s  low .

A s c o h e siv e n e ss  of groups v a r ie s  so d oes the stab ility  and con

s is ten cy  over tim e. A s a sy stem  over se v e r a l m onths or y ea rs  total 

m em b ersh ip  m ay turn over  but norm s and g o a ls  m ay rem ain  the sam e. 

On the other hand m em b ersh ip  m ay rem ain  r e la t iv e ly  constant but 

go a ls , n orm s, and individual ro le s  m ay shift ex ten siv e ly . Consequently  

the conception  of a group a s  a sta tic , s ta b ilized  sy stem  of in teraction  

and r ec ip r o c itie s  m ay blind one to sev era l h igh ly  im portant ch a r a cter 

is t ic s  of groups.

E sp ec ia lly  when studying phenomena at the ea r ly  sta g es  in the 

developm ent of a sc ien ce  the in vestigator  en coun ters d ifficu lties  in 

d evising  appropriate and h eu r istic  concepts for organizing, d escrib in g  

and explaining the phenom ena. R adcliffe-B row n (1957) notes that there  

are few  if any ru les to  guide one in the choice  of un its to u se , yet the 

choice is  not an arb itrary  m atter . He in d ica tes  that the app rop riate

n e s s  of a concept or unit is  dependent upon h e u r is tic  qualities; w hether  

it opens lea d s  for knowledge and explanation. In th is  study the in d iv i

dual and h is  sm all group rep resen t two needed con cep ts to  dea l adequate

ly  with the problem . A th ird  needed concept se e m s  to be that of culture  

or la r g e  so c ia l unit in w hich the individual and the sm all group operate.

T hese three concep ts along with the d isc u ss io n  in the preced ing  

pages and the general m ethodology for studying natural groups under 

fie ld  conditions have com e from  or w ere g rea tly  influenced by the w orks
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of M uzafer S h erif from  the c la s s ic  autokinetic  study (1936) to  ^  O utline  

of Socia l P sy ch o lo g y  (1956) and R eferen ce  Groups (1964),

T his m ea n s that if  we a re  seek in g  to exp lain  the behavior of in d i

v idu als and the w orkings of sm a ll groups w e m u st sp ecify  som e c h a r a c 

t e r is t ic s  of the cu lture. Is it  urban or rural; in d u str ia lized  or a g ra r ia n ?  

What are  the p reva ilin g  so c io p o litica l id e o lo g ie s?  What are  the dom inant 

fa m ily  s tr u c tu r es?  What sort of v e r t ic a l c la s s  m ob ility  do ind iv idu als  

h ave?  In a g iven  area  what are  the in d iv id u al's  a sp ira tio n s ? What 

are seen  a s  m ajor  d ep rivation s?  A so c ia l p sy ch o lo g ist m u st be aw are  

that n orm s, v a lu es  and stru ctu res  of the cu ltu re and so c ie ty  cer ta in ly  

affect individual behavior and group p r o c e s s . So d oes the im m ed iate  

p h ysica l and so c ia l setting. T hrash er (1927) found h is  g r ea te s t  c o n 

centration  of youth "gangs" in the in te r s t it ia l a rea s  of the c ity . W here 

youth had a grea t deal of free  tim e; w here th ere w as l e s s  em p h a sis  in  

sch ool and sch oo l rela ted  a c tiv itie s; w here Boy Scouts, the YMCA and  

church organ ization s had l e s s  im pact, th ese  boys gravitated  to th e ir  own 

groupings. A  n e c e s sa r y  condition for the form ation  of groups i s  for  

people to be in  a com m on situation such that in teraction  in som e w ay  

im p roves the situation  and m e e ts  a need  or n eed s. Common p r e d ic a 

m en ts in th e m se lv e s  are  not enough. The ind ividuals m ust a ls o  s e e  in  

in teraction  a m ean s for a llev ia tin g  the current condition.

The e ffe c t iv e n e ss  of groups in  ca llin g  forth  d es ired  behavior  

m ay a lso  va ry  from  culture to cu ltu re . Indeed in a high ly pattern ed  

so c ie ty  such a s  India, in tern a lized  cu ltu ra l d ir e c t iv e s  m ay be such that



ind iv idu als a re  far  l e s s  lik e ly  to take in itia tiv e  w ith th eir  p eers  than 

ind iv idu als from  W estern  s o c ie t ie s . T h is w as m uch the conclu sion  

reach ed  by G ardner M urphy (1953) in a UNESCO p roject in  India w here  

an in d iv id u a l's  behavior w a s  m ore  g rea tly  changed by d ir e c tiv e s  from  

an authority  than by d e c is io n s  in a group of p e e r s . In a stab le w e ll-  

patterned so c ie ty  undergoing only slow  so c ia l change or ju st beginning  

to  ex p erien ce  rapid tra n sitio n , prevalen t cu ltu ra l n orm s provide rea d y 

m ade standards for behavior and in a new situation  people w ill r e ly  on 

th ese  standards. Thus w ith India, its  trad ition a l c a ste  sy stem  and in te 

grated  se t of r o le s  for  a lm o st a ll m em b ers of the so c ie ty  provide in  

m o st situation s reco u rse  to a norm  or an authority that in d ica tes appro

p ria te  behavior.

On the other hand the ex isten ce  of a stab le , in tegrated  and slow ly  

changing culture does not m ean that ind ividuals of such cu ltu res a lw ays  

s la v ish ly  conform  to som e authority or lea d er . M iller  (1953) rep orts  

that am ong the F ox Indian h iera rch ica l arran gem en ts in so c ie ty  and 

acceptance of authority a s  known in the European w orld  hardly ex isted  

with th is  tr ib e . H ere, though the so c ie ty  is  ord ered , no p erson  is  p e r 

m anently  v ested  with authority. P osition  is  in d icative of d ifferentiation  

not pow er. When a p erso n  lik e  a w ar ch ief m u st order and d irect a c 

t iv it ie s  of o th ers, th ese  o th ers m aintain  the right to  act or not act, and  

fu rth erm ore when a w ar party returned, the w ar ch ie f underwent r ite s  

to  sym b olize  the revoking of th is  tem p orary pow er. In such a so c ie ty  

w here ex tern a l d irection  and p erson a l authority are  so repugnant, th ere
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s t i l l  m u st be som e sou rce  for  regu lation  and ord er, or chaos would  

p rev a il. With the F ox the an sw er l i e s  in the extent to  w hich  cultural 

d ir e c t iv e s  w ere  in tern a lized  thus obviating the need for  ex tern a l d ir e c 

t iv e s  supplied  by ind ividuals in  lea d ersh ip  p o sitio n s. Thus " . . .  he [the  

FoxJ fe lt  ind ividually  resp o n sib le  for knowing and acting in  accordance  

with the regu la tion s of h is  so c ie ty . An order w as an insult; it im plied  

that he w as inadequate in h is  knowledge and perform an ce of traditional 

ru les  of c o r r e c t  behavior" (1955, p. 286).

F rom  stu d ies w ith other cu ltu res such a s  the Indian of A sia  and 

the F ox  it is  evident that n orm s and va lu es of the g rea ter  so c ie ty  are  

found r e flec ted  at the individual and in terp erson a l or sm a ll group le v e l.  

Such findings then should se n s it iz e  the in vestiga tor  of sm a ll groups to  

the lim ita tio n s  in gen era lity  h is  findings m ay have until th ey  a re  c r o s s 

checked both w ith in  d ifferen t a r e a s  of th eir  culture and then w ith fin d 

in gs from  other cu ltu res . Such a concern  then is  m a n ifested  in th is  

p roject w here natural groups are  studied and com pared at th ree d iffer 

ent and d istin ct socioecon om ic  le v e ls  w ithin a sin g le  a rea . Any sc ie n 

tif ic  sta tem en ts m ade about th ese  findings m u st be done w ith the 

stipu lation s that the re su lts  com e from  one cu ltu ral a rea .

B rief H isto r ica l P ersp ec tiv e  

B efore  outlining fu lly  the subject of th is  r e sea rch  it  i s  n e c e ssa r y  

to  ach iev e  a b r ie f h is to r ic a l p ersp ec tiv e  of the developm ent of the 

study of sm a ll groups. T h is n e c e s s ity  re su lts  from  the la r g e  v a r iety



of d isc ip lin es  that gave birth to  sm a ll group r ese a rc h  and the current 

often con trad ictory  findings.

Many th ings p a ss  under the rubric of sm a ll groups. The scope  

of r ese a rc h  m ethods is  w ide and too often the d iscrep a n c ies  betw een  

findings a re  a  function of m ethods and what i s  to  be con sid ered  a 

sm a ll group. Too lit t le  is  known of cu ltu ra l var ia tion s that m ay a ffect  

the group and such fa c to rs  a s  c la s s ,  n ationality , sex , age , p h ysica l 

surroundings and so forth are ra re ly  sp ec if ied . A b r ie f v iew  of the 

h isto ry  of sm a ll group resea rch  and p eru sa l of current approaches w ill  

p lace  the p resen t undertaking in a c le a r e r  p ersp ec tiv e .

For m any y e a rs  so c ia l s c ie n t is ts  and p h ilosop h ers have been  

concerned  with the rela tion sh ip  betw een ind ividuals and so c ia l groups. 

During the nineteenth century from  such con cern s there developed the 

sev era l acad em ic  d isc ip lin es  including p sychology, anthropology and 

socio logy  that take th ese  phenomena a s  th eir  dom ain of study. G reat 

th eoriz in g  and prom inent nam es held  sw ay in th is  period  with such  

p ion eers a s  W ilhelm  Wundt, Sigmund F reud, H erbert Spencer, L ew is  

M organ, A uguste Comte and E m ile D urkheim  to nam e but a few  of the 

m ore prom inent.

To som ew hat o versim p lify , in th ese  e a r lie r  y ea rs  psychology  

p rim a rily  concerned  its e lf  with a sea rch  for  the e lem en ts  of the human  

mind; socio lo g y  sought to build a grand m od el of so c ia l life; and anthro

pology, m uch in fluenced by Darwinian thinking, tr ied  to construct the 

evolutionary path of human s o c ie t ie s . In som e w ays th ese  a im s a ll
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proved to be blind a lle y s , in  part b ecau se  of too  narrow  a con cep tu al

ization  of the prob lem , in part from  a la c k  of appropriate to o ls  and 

m eth od o log ies, and p art, too, b ecau se  of the overw helm ing co m p lica 

tion s of hum an so c ia l life .

By the tw entieth  century new tren d s and ap p roach es began to  

em erge  w ith som ew hat l e s s  grand iose g o a ls  in m ind. A h igh ly  s ig n if i

cant developm ent w as the rea liza tio n  that an individual in  a so c ia l 

context behaves m arkedly  d ifferent from  an individual in an alone s itu 

ation . T rip lett (1908) found that ch ild ren  in a ta sk  of winding string  

w ith a fish in g  r e e l had h igher p erform an ce in a togeth er  situation  a s  

com pared to a lone. S im m el (1955) w as w riting  (1902) th eory  that c e n 

tered  not on to ta l so c ie t ie s  or s im ila r  la rg e  so c ia l un its but sm a ll fa c e -  

to -fa ce  groups. At C hicago under P ark  and B u r g ess  am b itiou s r e 

sea rch ers  in itia ted  a n atu ra listic  ob serva tion a l study of sm a ll in form al 

groups operating w ithin the la r g er  so c ia l sy stem .

Much in the p sych o log ica l Z e itg e is t  lik e  T rip le tt w ere  the a lo n e - 

to g eth ern ess  stud ies begun in G erm any by M oede (1914). T h is approach  

w as brought to A m erica  by M U nsterberg who in  turn introduced it to  

F. H. A llport. Throughout the tw en ties . A llp ort and h is  a s s o c ia te s  

studied the " so c ia l in crem en ts"  and " so c ia l d ecrem en ts"  resu ltin g  from  

p erform an ces in to g e th ern ess  and alone s itu ation s (1921). Sh erif (1935), 

D a sh ie ll (1930), B lake and Mouton (1957), and Hood and Sherif (1962) in  

la te r  y e a r s  dem onstrated  that p h ysica l p r e se n c e  w as not n e c e s s a r y  to  

produce so c ia l e ffe c ts  since hum ans a re  capable of concep tualizing
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other ind iv iduals p erform an ce on ta sk s . H ow ever, a l l  th ese  stu d ies  

dealt w ith ind ividuals perform ing under som e kind of so c ia l or p erson a l 

in fluence, but not in grou p s. A group im p lie s  som ething m ore  than ju st  

sh eer  p resen ce  of sev e r a l ind ividuals involved  in  a s im ila r  or the sam e  

ta sk  (P o llis , 1965).

In con trast to the exp erim en ta l fram ew ork of th ese  stud ies w ere  

the n a tu ra listic  o b serva tion s of so c ia l groups appearing in the w orks  

of T h rash er (1927); Shaw (1930, 1931): Zorbaugh (1929) and Whyte 

(1943), T hrash er conducted a seven  year  survey of the in te r s t it ia l  

(poverty and slum  a rea s) reg ion s of C hicago and docum ented rep eated ly  

and r ich ly  the ubiquitious nature of sm a ll groups am ong youth, groups 

of the utm ost im portance and re feren ce  for the individual. H ow ever in 

te r m s  of m ethodology and technique T hrash er le a v e s  . few  c lu e s  (1963), 

M ore ex p lic it is  S ia w 's  statem ent of m ethodology w hereby he com bin es  

the u se  of the boy's "own story" with a check  with ava ilab le  objective  

data. C ertain ly  the C hicago stud ies of th is  era  dealt w ith genuine  

groups and provided a long needed  start on m eth od o log ies  for  observin g  

and in vestigating  th ese  phenom ena. T heir findings in variab ly  ind icated  

the p resen ce  of spontaneous groupings; that th ese  groupings had som e  

sem blance of in ternal structure; that m uch of the in d iv id u a l's  identity  

w as in vested  in th ese  groups and that in m o st, if not a l l ,  c a s e s  the 

groups had s e c r e ts  that th ey  w ere  reluctant to  share w ith  any ou tsid er .

Working w ith m uch the sam e phenom ena but concen trating  on a 

s in g le  group w as W hyte's S treet C orner Society  (1943). In an  extended
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study covering  app roxim ately  two y e a rs  Whyte liv e d  in an Italian slum  

a rea  in B oston and w atched and in terv iew ed  group m em b ers during  

th eir  ca su a lly  patterned  a c t iv it ie s . W hyte's m ethodology, in som e  

w ays quite s im ila r  to the c la s s ic  anthropological m ethod, w as to  appear  

a s  a recogn ized  "participant ob server"  to the group. In addition to h is  

ob servation s Whyte reco n stru cted  situations by in terv iew s w ith the 

m em b ers. Among W hyte's contributions w ere  a r e la tiv e ly  com plete  

p ictu re of life  in such a group, an insight into group structure and 

n orm s and a view of dynam ic p r o c e ss  in a group over a tim e in terva l.

In 1934 M oreno (Who Shall Survive) introduced so c io m etry  a s  a 

too l for m easurin g  the in tern al a ffect structure of a group. E s s e n 

t ia lly , a so c io m etr ic  technique req u ests  each m em b er to ch oose  other  

group m em b ers he l ik e s  and re jec t th ose he does not lik e . Tabulation  

of such data from  each m em b er of a group produces a netw ork of the 

group's a ffect structure (Secord  & Backm an, 1965),

Lewin, Lippitt and White in 1939 p resen ted  one of the e a r lie s t  

stu d ies of groups form ed  for a sp ec ific  experim en ta l purpose. U ntil 

th is  tim e m uch of the preced in g stu d ies had dealt e ith er  w ith p reex istin g  

natural groups a s  in the Chicago tradition  or w ere  m ere  to g e th ern ess  

situations that lack ed  m any of the so c ia l p ro p erties  ch a r a c ter is tic  of 

groups (e. g. a ie r i f ,  1935), Lew in et ^ , ,  found that the type of ( le a d e r 

ship, au tocratic , dem ocratic  or la is s e z  fa ir e , im p osed  on a group  

grea tly  a ffected  group p r o c e s s . E sp ec ia lly  the autocratic  group a s  

com pared to the d em ocratic  had l e s s  c o h esiv en ess  or so lid a r ity , and
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com m anded m uch l e s s  m em b er loya lty . It could be sa id  that th ere  

w as m uch l e s s  co n sen su s on im portant g o a ls  in  the au tocratic  group. 

Thus c h a r a c te r is t ic s  of in tern al group structure g rea tly  a ffect other  

a sp e c ts  of group functioning and m em b er  attitudes.

C urrent Trends in  Sm all Group R esearch  

By the la te  fo r t ie s  and e a r ly  f if t ie s  sm a ll group r ese a rc h  had  

becom e a v ery  substantial acad em ic  endeavor and a great v a r ie ty  of 

approaches began to c r y s ta liz e  from  the ea r ly  trad ition s. One sy stem  

(B a le s , 1950) p resen ts  a m ethod of coding in teraction  into sp ec if ic  

ca te g o r ie s . T here are  tw elve of th ese  c a te g o r ie s , s ix  of w hich perta in  

to  task  orien tation  and attainm ent and s ix  w hich perta in  to  so c io em o -  

tion al a sp ec ts  of in teraction . The structure of the ca tegory  sy stem  

i s  such that m o st e lem en ts w ill c o n s is t  of verb a l behavior though non

verb al phenom ena a re  not to ta lly  excluded .

B ion (1952; 1961) and Thelen (1954) have developed a s im ila r  

approach to analyzing and quantifying group in teraction  based  on w ork  

with therapy and s im ila r  groups. H ow ever, the B ion-T h elen  fo rm u la 

tion  perm its  a g iven  item  of in teraction  to  be scored  sim u ltan eou sly  in  

w ork and em otional ca teg o r ie s . The im p lica tion  of th is  i s  that any unit 

of behavior h as at le a s t  two identifiab le d im en sion s, goal or ta sk  o r i

entation and em otional content.

R ecently  H ill (1965) has p resen ted  an in teraction  m a tr ix  with  

four le v e ls  of a w ork sty le  d im en sion  and four le v e ls  of a content
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dimen&Bon that roughly corresp on d  to ta sk  and em otional d im en sion s  

in other ca tegory  s y s te m s . H ill's  lik e  B io n -T h elen 's  p erm its  sco r in g  

in an item  of behavior on both d im en sio n s. H ill a lso  h as two ty p es  of 

p ro to co ls , one for u se  by an o b serv er  and the other drawn from  m e m 

b ers ' resp o n ses  to a se lf -a p p r a isa l q u estion n a ire. In addition M artin  

and Ifill (1957) lik e  B a le s  (1955) note that groups go through s ta g es  or  

p h ases of developm ent and th ese  a re  r e flec te d  in the ca teg o riza tio n  of 

the in teraction  p r o c e ss .

T hese th ree  sy s te m s  for the ca teg o riza tio n  and d escr ip tio n  of 

group p r o c e ss  w ere  d evelop ed  and are  b est used  in situation s w here  

the exp erim en ter  has co n sid era b le  contro l over the situation  and is  

fr e e  to record  the in teraction . In the c a se  of B io n -T h elen 's  and H ill's ,  

th ese  w ere  la r g e ly  developed  from  c lin ic a l settin gs w hile B a le 's  s y s 

tem , though su c c e ss fu lly  u sed  in a c lin ic a l setting , is  the product of a 

m ore s tr ic t ly  exp erim en ta l con cern . A ll th ree approaches fo cu s on 

group p r o c e ss  e sp e c ia lly  a s  ta sk  and socioem otion a l orien tation  re la te  

to each other. Shortcom ings a re  the d ifficu lty  in  training r a te r s , the 

r e s tr ic t iv e  conditions groups are  p laced  in e sp e c ia lly  w ith the a w a r e 

n e s s  of being observed , and finally the lack  of gen era lity  th ese  groups  

m ay have to ones o iiside c lin ic a l or lab oratory  se ttin g s . The la s t  

reserv a tio n  is  the g en era l is su e  of v a lid ity  and m u st be a p rim e co n 

cern  of any r esea rch . On the w hole it  rem ain s to be seen  to  what e x 

tent th ese  approaches have u tility  beyond th eir  orig in a l se ttin g s . C e r 

ta in ly  one resea rch er  (P o lsk y , 1962; 1965) f e e ls  that B a le 's  fram ew ork
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h as m uch a p p licab ility  in  an in stitu tion al setting w ith em p h a sis  on tr e a t

m ent in  groups.

N eighborhood, c lin ic a l and exp erim en ta lly  con stru cted  groups  

are not the only sm a ll groups that have been im portant r e se a r c h  top ics . 

F rom  the tim e of C h arles C oo ley 's  coinage of the term  "prim ary group" 

(1925), the fa m ily  h as been a r ese a rc h  topic for s c ie n t is t s  in terested  in  

group phenom ena. Strodtbeck (1951, 1954) has u tiliz ed  the fa m ily  a s  a 

rese a rc h  paradigm  for the sm all group. H ow ever, it  h as been  m ain ly  

an th rop olog ists that have studied the fam ily  group in ten siv e ly , and such  

b asic  w orks a s  Bohannon (1963), Lowie (1948), M urdock (1949) and 

Schneider and Gough (1962) docum ent the grea t v a r ie ty  of fo rm s the 

fam ily  group m ay a ssu m e.

Probab ly the la r g e s t  sch ool or tradition  w ith the sm a ll group a s  

its  em p h asis  is  the sch ool of Group D ynam ics founded by Kurt Lewin  

and now cen tered  at the U n iversity  of M ichigan. To co v er  the a c co m 

p lish m en ts and findings of the m any r e se a r c h e r s  a s so c ia te d  with th is  

trad ition  i s  a n^assive undertaking in its e lf .  A l i s t  of th ese  resea rch  

em p h ases m u st include stud ies of group c o h e s iv e n e s s , conform ity  and 

deviation , the ch aracter  of group goa ls , the re la tio n  betw een  group  

and lea d er  and the stru ctural a sp e c ts  of groups and sp e c ia l concern  for  

com m unication  p attern s. The con sisten t m ethodology h as been  to form  

groups for an exp erim en ta l situation, g ive the group a p rob lem  to so lve  

or ta sk  to com plete  and then study a sp ects  of the p r o c e s s . Cartwright 

and Zander (I960) p resen t one of the better known co v er a g e s  of the
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findings and app roaches of group dynam ics. H owever it should be 

noted that th ese  r e se a r c h e r s  have not continually  devoted th em se lv e s  

to  laboratory  experim entation . The study. When Prophecy F a ils  by  

F e stin g er , Schachter and Back (1959), i s  a c a se  in point w here a n at

ural group w as fo llow ed a lm ost from  beginning to d isso lu tion .

L e s s  concerned  with experim entation  but m ore in tere sted  in  d e 

veloping a fu ll th eory  of sm all group behavior h as been the w ork of 

Homans (1950, 1961), This work has em p h asized  an exchange approach  

w hereby certa in  n eed s of m em b ers a re  g ra tified  through in teraction  in  

a group. A v ery  sim ila r  theory is  that p resen ted  by Thibaut and K elley  

(1959). Both th eo r ie s  explain so c ia l behavior from  the standpoint of 

rew ards gained and c o s ts  incurred to m em b ers during in teraction . 

Secord and Backm an (1964) note a s  one of the strong m e r its  of exchange  

th eory is  the a b ility  to integrate a w ide scope of e a r lier  data and th e 

o r ie s .

M uzafer Sherif (1953 with C. W. Sherif) and e sp ec ia lly  in The 

R obbers Cave E xperim ent (1961) with O. J. H arvey, B , Jack W hite,

W, R. Hood and C, W. Sherif have p resen ted  a s e r ie s  of ex p erim en ts  

that have shown how m any of the im portant and c r it ica l a sp e c ts  of the 

f ie ld  and lab oratory  m ay be com bined in  a s in g le  design . F or  exam ple, 

the R obbers Cave E xperim ent w as conducted in  a rem ote, iso la ted  

cam pground w here great control over situational v a r ia b les  could be 

e x er c ise d . The su b jects , p read o lescen t b oys, w ere  ca refu lly  se le c te d  

w ith resp ect to  such c r it ica l v a r ia b les  a s  re lig io u s  a ffilia tion .
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so cio cu ltu ra l background, p erson a l adjustm ent, socioecon om ic  c la s s ,  

educational le v e l, prior acquaintance, sch oo l adjustm ent, and p h ysica l 

developm ent among o th ers. In fact over th ree  hundred hours w ere  

spent d irectly  in subject se lec tio n .

T his p articu lar experim en t w as d esign ed  to  study p h ases of group  

form ation , group p r o c e ss  including form ation  of n orm s, structura l 

differentia tion  through status and ro le  re la tio n s and other a sp e c ts  of 

group in teraction . A dditionally  Sherif and has a s s o c ia te s  w ere  able to  

study the im pact of com petition  and fr ic tio n  betw een two of the e x p e r i

m enta l groups and e ffe c ts  of super ordinate g o a ls  in the reduction  of 

in tergroup fr ic tion .

The o b jectives of the experim en t it s e lf  w e re  unknown to the sub

je c ts  who fe lt  they w ere  participating in a study of cam ping techn iq ues. 

Through the use of m otivation ally  relevan t situ ation s and g o a ls  the 

ex p erim en ters  w ere  able to  develop  genuine groups that form ed not a s  

a resu lt of in struction s to do so but a s  a resu lt of the com pelling  a sp ec ts  

of the design . M oreover, m ea su rem en t techn iq ues w ere  so d ev ised  

that they appeared a s  co n tests  or o th erw ise  did not obstruct or c lu tter  

the natural flow of in teraction . With lim ita tio n s  in  m ind of lab oratory  

type exp erim en ts and the age of p artic ip an ts co n sid ered , the e x p e r i

m ent rep resen ts  a h a llm ark  in fo llow ing the form ation  and functioning  

of groups over a con sid erab le  tim e in terva l w h ile  s t ill  m aintaining  

exp erim en ta l con tro ls.

Not a ll the im portant lea d s on group form ation  and functioning



18

com e from  contrived  and exp erim en ta l situ ations. Indeed a s  m en 

tioned e a r lie r  som e of the f ie ld  stu d ies  of T h rash er , Shaw, Whyte and  

o th ers have provided sc ie n t is t s  w ith m o st accu rate  d escr ip tio n s  of 

w hat groups are and how they form  and operate over tim e. In m uch  

the sam e tradition  has been a recen t p roject in  C hicago a s  rep orted  by 

Short and Strodtbeck (1965), R esea rch  w as in itia ted  th ere  which con 

cern ed  it s e lf  w ith both gen era l qu estion s of so c ia l sy stem  and in d iv i

d u als, and with the m o re  sp ec ific  co n sid era tion  of the e tio logy  of 

delinquency. Like other r e se a r c h e r s  acquainted with phenom ena in  

the f ie ld , Short (1965) concerned  h im se lf  with v a r ia b le s  la r g er  than 

the group le v e l including subculture and in stitu tio n s. Indeed Short 

f e e ls  that adequate explanation of individual behavior m u st go beyond  

group or individual fa c to rs  to include la r g er  pattern  th em es and norm s  

of the area .

The m ain m ethodology used  in th ese  stu d ies c lo se ly  p a r a lle ls  the 

trad ition  of e a r lie r  C hicago stu d ies. A participant o b serv er , w ith the 

boys' aw a ren ess  freq u en ts th eir  hangouts with them  and to an extent 

p a rtic ip a tes  in som e of the in teraction . H ow ever b eca u se  of the con d i

tio n s of th is  study a s  som ew hat action  orien ted , the o b serv er  at t im e s  

acted  to  r e s tr ic t  cer ta in  actio n s of the group. Such action s on the part 

of an o b serv er  are  perhaps laudable in the ro le  of a so c ia l w ork er, but 

th ey  ser io u s ly  dam age any c la im  to a reason ab le  de g sc ien tific

detachm ent and objectiv ity .

A nother study w ith som e s im ila r it ie s  to  that of the aforem entioned
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one and a ls o  begun in 1958 w ere  the natural group ex p erim en ts by 

Sherif and Sherif (1964). The S h er ifs , h ow ever, introduced som e  

im portant refin em en ts in  m ethodology of ob servation  and m easu rem en t, 

m any of w hich w ere developed in the p sy ch o lo g ica l lab oratory . A  

th ree-p ron ged  approach w as developed  w hereby the individual in h is  

group in it s  setting w as studied in the sam e design . To im p lem en t 

the exp erim en ts a rea s  of la rg e  c it ie s  w ere  ch osen  with r e sp e c t to so c ia l 

and cu ltu ral in d ices  that p erm itted  c la ss if ic a tio n  re la tiv e  to so c io e c o 

nom ic le v e l  and ethn icity . F ollow ing such sp ec ifica tio n  of the area  an 

o b serv er  w as chosen  to "fit" the g iven  area . By "fit" i s  m eant that the 

p ro sp ectiv e  ob server  be v ery  fa m ilia r  with the g en era l v a lu es and norm s  

of the area  and not appear incongruous re la tiv e  to  th ese  w ays of life .  

F in a lly  an ob serv er  w as ch osen  about f iv e  to ten y ea rs  older than the 

ind ividuals to be studied. The age i s  im portant b ecau se  the o b serv er  

m u st be old enough not to b ecom e too involved  in the group so  that he 

b eco m es a fu ll m em ber; yet not so  old that he is  far rem oved  from  the 

ex p er ien ces  and con cern s of the a d o le sce n t's  w orld . Ideally  the o b se r 

ver  a ssu m ed  a ro le  a s  an older "brother" or fr ien d  not a fu ll m em b er.

C hoice of a group to o b serve  w as m ade by rep eated ly  checking  

s ite s  of in form al youth in teraction  and looking fo r  r e c u r r en ce s  of in ter 

action  among a c lu ster  of ind iv idu als. When the o b serv er  lo ca ted  such 

a c lu s te r , he did not contact the boys, but w aited  until they approached  

h im . T his m ay take quite som e tim e  s in ce , a s  the S h erifs found,groups 

are  often res is ta n t to in tru d ers or n ew co m ers.
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Once rapport w as gained to som e d egree  the o b serv er  began to 

focu s upon som e a sp ect of the group for in ten sive  observation . The 

p h ases w e re , a fter  loca tion  and rapport: stru ctu re, study of group

products, m em ber r o les  and person a l c h a r a c te r is t ic s  and fin a lly  the 

natural h isto ry  of the group. Not until the la te r  p h ases of the study 

did the ob serv er  in itiate any action  for the group or attem pt to d ivert 

or obstruct the d irection  and rate of the in teraction . An im portant 

m eth odologica l point w as that the ob serv er  n ever  in form ed the group  

that they w ere  an object of study and took great pains to  m aintain h is  

ro le  apart from  the m ain  in teraction  of the group. T his point is  

e sp e c ia lly  im portant in the light of recen t stu d ies  ind icating the d is 

torting e ffec ts  of exp erim en ter b ias and subject a w a ren ess  in p sy ch o 

lo g ic a l exp erim en ts (Orne & Scheibe, 1964; R osenthal & Fode, 1963; 

M cGuigan, 1963).

In m ost in stan ces groups w ere ob served  from  four to s ix  m onths 

with an ob serv er  filing  an observation  report from  two to four or five  

tim es  a w eek. T his m ethodology then m ak es it p o ss ib le  to  study group  

functioning over a con siderab le  tim e in terva l in a natural setting w hile  

variou s a sp ec ts  of the group are  studied in ten siv e ly  during the period.

A rev iew  of the h isto ry  and current findings on sm a ll groups 

does indeed p resen t a plethora of approaches and p u rp oses. R esearch  

in  the la b o ra to r ies  of c lin ic s , industry and u n iv e r s it ie s  has con cen 

trated  p r im a rily  on the group, its  developm ent and functioning. Studies 

under f ie ld  conditions have focu sed  a lit t le  l e s s  on the group m any
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tim e s  and have paid c lo se r  attention to so c ia l and p h y sica l surroundings. 

Q uite often find ings from  the two typ es of stu d ies  a re  m arked ly  d is 

s im ila r .

S h erif et , (1961) and e sp e c ia lly  Sh erif and S ie r if  (1964) have 

tr ie d  to in tegrate th ese  findings and approaches into a single design*

Yet th ere  a re  s t i l l  gaps in  our know ledge. F rom  T hrasher on, the 

ubiquity of in form al groups among low er c la s s  a d o le sce n ts  i s  granted  

and again  recon firm ed  by the S ie r if s '  fin d in gs. But we s t i l l  do not 

know a grea t deal about groups in the m iddle c la s s  and even  l e s s  about 

th ose  in  upper incom e b ra ck ets. E sp ec ia lly  is  th is  true for the upper 

incom e bracket w here the fam ily  incom e w e ll e x ce e d s  ten  thousand  

and w here youth a re  afforded  a far w id er range of a c t iv it ie s  and lo c a 

tio n s than youth of the m idd le c la ss .

Another question  to be asked  is: if  the settin g  or so c ia l a rea  is  

held  constant, how m uch variab ility  w ill th ere  be am ong groups in  the 

settin g ?  An in itia l step  is  to r ea lize  that a r e a s  sep arated  by c o n s id e r 

ab le cu ltu ra l an d /or  p h y sica l d istan ce m ay produce d ifferen t e ffe c ts  on 

groups and ind ividuals. But is  th ere v a r ia tion  in a sin g le  setting and 

if so  how does one account for it?  Do low er  c la s s  delinquents rea lly  

f e e l  ind ifferent or a lien ated  to norm s of the g en era l so c ie ty  (cf. Cohen, 

1955; Em pey & Rabow, 1961; Short, 1965)? To what d egree is  th ere  

co n sen su s on n orm s or v a lu es  among groups at d ifferen t le v e ls  in  a 

com m unity? To what extent does a group d eterm in e  an ind iv idu al's  

attitu d es, and a re  th eir  attitudes that an ind ividual hold s that are  not a
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product of h is  group but perhaps of a la rg er  cu ltu ra l and so c ia l m atrix?  

What u tility  d oes the concept, group, afford in pred ictin g  and explaining  

individual b ehavior?

C erta in ly  a ll the above q u estion s and u n reso lved  th eo re tica l  

is s u e s  m entioned e a r lie r  cannot be an sw ered  fu lly  or fin a lly  in a single  

r ese a rc h  p ro ject. The goal h ere  is  to con sid er  th ose  that at th is  tim e  

seem  m o st am enable to inquiry and concentrate on them .



CHAPTER II

THE PROBLEM

During the la s t  th ree  or four d ecad es sm a ll group stud ies have  

in crea s in g ly  occupied a prom inent p lace  in the s o c ia l sc ie n c e s . A n

thropology and so c io lo g y  w ere  the f ir s t  to d isco v er  sm a ll groups and 

by the la te  th ir t ie s , p sych o logy , too, becam e aw are of them . It could  

even  be said  in som e w a y s th is  helped spur the em erg en ce  of a p s y 

chology in so c ia l situ ation s or what i s  today s o c ia l  p sychology. P e r 

haps b ecau se  sm a ll group stud ies have been conducted in d ifferent 

d isc ip lin e s , they can be divided into two d iscern a b le  approaches. The 

f ir s t  a re  the high ly  n a tu ra list ic  fie ld  stu d ies e sp e c ia lly  com ing from  

the U n iversity  of C hicago ( e .g .  T hrash er, 1927; Shaw, 1930; Zorbaugh, 

1 9 2 9 ). The other is  an exp erim en ta l laboratory  approach a s  e x em p li

fied  by Kurt Lewin (1939) and sch o la rs  in the Group D ynam ics tr a d i

tion  (1961) and the w ork of R. F . B a les and h is  a s s o c ia te s  (1950, 1953, 

1955).

The problem  h e r e , too, is  the study of sm a ll groups, but not 

ju st for the sake of sm a ll groups in th em se lv e s . The sm a ll group is ,  

in a se n se , a fundam ental and prototypic so c ia l unit. H ere we have

23
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individuals engaged in  so c ia l action , m oving in  so c ia l r o le s  in a cco rd 

ance with n orm s and p laced in som e structura l arran gem en t. Pow er, 

lea d ersh ip , conform ity, nonconform ity, so c ia l d ista n ce , s tereo ty p in g -- 

a w hole h ost of so c ia l p sych o log ica l con cerns ap p ears for study in th is  

natural laboratory . The group then is  studied not only for its  own 

in tr in sic  p ro p erties  but for w hatever insight it m ay g ive us to under

standing b a s ic  so c ia l and p sych o log ica l p r o c e s s e s . H ere the in d iv i

du al's f ir s t  so c ia l re la tion sh ip s are form ed and so  too i s  the funda

m enta l beginning of so c ia l phenom ena.

A s noted there have been two im portant, m o re  or l e s s  d istin ct, 

approaches to the study of groups. Both are  em p ir ica l but one m ore  

f ie ld  oriented  and with em p h asis on phenom enology; the other m ore  

exp erim en ta l and an alytica l with em p h asis on contro l. N eith er in th em 

se lv e s  can rep resen t an adequate and com plete an sw er but are  two tim e  

honored and c la s s ic  w ays of approaching a problem . In the f ir s t  ap 

proach there is  the great danger of inadequate contro l and even  if 

control is  m axim ized  the approach rem ain s e s se n tia lly  observational 

and d escr ip tiv e . The second m ethod a im s for explanation, but h ere  

va lid ity  is  the problem . If we are  not too sure of the phenom ena we 

are studying, and of cou rse  th is is  invariab ly the c a se  in a young s c i 

en ce , then we m ay fa il to recogn ize  them  in the lab oratory  setting or 

even  w o rse  the phenomena m ay be v ery  d ifficu lt to  duplicate, e sp e c ia lly  

th ose  phenom ena developing over tim e. M oreover it h as been recen tly  

shown that if  subjects are  aw are of being studied , th is  in it s e lf
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p rod u ces d ifferen tia l e ffe c ts  (Orne & Scheibe, 1964), C erta in ly  then  

if  su b jects  a re  aw are they are  being view ed through on e-w ay  m ir r o rs  

or th eir  v o ic e s  are  being taped, behavior is  l e s s  than natural.

In the sam e w ay ju st giving in stru ction s to  a bunch of unac

quainted ind iv iduals to  "form  a group and d is c u s s  and a r r iv e  at a 

d ecision "  is  no a ssu ra n ce  that a group isom orp h ic  to th o se  in the out

side w orld  w ill re su lt . Genuine r e a l- l ife  groups a re  form ed  a s  a resu lt  

of com p ellin g  m o tiv es  and situ a tion s. B ecau se  of com m on fru stra tion s  

or d e s ir e s  or p erson a l g o a ls  ind iv idu als are  drawn togeth er  and find  

that con certed  action  m ak es p o ss ib le  th ings that cannot be reached or 

at le a s t  ach ieved  as w e ll ind ividually .

Groups a re  form ed  for a v a r ie ty  of p u rp oses. Some pu rp oses  

are c le a r ly  ex p lic it in the m em b ers' m inds. Other p u rp oses like  

th ose  of youth are  m ore in the form  of a r e s t le s s  lon gin g , a feelin g  

of inadequacy or boredom , or ju st getting togeth er w ith  th ose  who are  

lik e you and understand you. At any rate the im portant point for th is  

study i s  to  note that th ere  m u st be strong and com p ellin g  m o tiv es  for  

groups to form  and subsist; add itionally  group p rod u cts such a s  norm s  

and r o le s  req u ire extended p er io d s  of in teraction  b efore  they develop. 

T h erefore , genuine groups m u st have ex isted  for m o re  than ju st a few  

h ou rs. Human in teraction  i s  su ffic ien tly  com plex  to  req u ire a certa in  

am ount of tim e  before r o le s  a re  developed  and lea rn ed , and con sen su s  

on n orm s is  not a thing that o ccu rs  im m ed iate ly . Even the sim p lest  

and m o st  c ircu m scr ib ed  of groups are  su ffic ien tly  com p lex  to require
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r e la t iv e ly  prolonged in teraction  to  develop.

B eca u se  of the d ifficu lty  and com p lex ity  involved in form ing  

groups for  exp erim en ta l p u rp o ses  the stra tegy  here w as to  approach  

naturally  form ed  groups and u se  a b attery  of m ethods and techniques  

for  studying the individuals and th eir  groups over a con sid erab le  length  

of t im e . In ev ery  c a se  no group is  studied for  le s s  than a period  of 

se v e r a l m onths with ob servation  of in teraction  m ade th ree  or m ore  

t im es  per w eek . O bservations and exp erim en ts p erform ed  a re  done 

in a n a tu ra listic  way so a s  not to  c lu tter  in teraction  nor m ake p a r t ic i

pants aw are that they are  ob jects  of sc ien tific  study.

A s in g le  ob serv er  i s  p r im a r ily  resp o n sib le  for  the bulk of o b se r 

vation s of each group but h is  o b serva tion s a re  supplem ented at var iou s  

in terv a ls  by another o b serv er  to secu re  a check  on ra tin gs and reduce  

in tra -o b ser v e r  subjectiv ity . By using a v a r ie ty  of m ethods the o b se r 

v er  in c r e a s e s  exp erim en ter  co n tro ls  and red u ces su b jectiv ity .

G roups a re  located  by the ob serv er  and no ad u lts, p arents, 

te a c h e rs  or other au th orities  a re  inform ed of the study until a fter  co m 

p letion . Such m e a su r es  a re  taken to rem ove the p o ss ib ility  of unnatural 

and a r t if ic ia l c ircu m sta n ces  a r is in g  during the period  of ob servation .

G roups a re  studied at v ar iou s socioecon om ic le v e ls  in  light of 

p rev io u sly  c ited  stud ies that point to  d ifferent cu ltural in flu en ces im 

pinging on m em b ers of d ifferen t socioecon om ic  le v e ls  e .g .  A. K. 

Cohen (1955); R. A. C loward & L. E. Ohlin (I960); W. B. M iller  

(1958). Sherif and Sherif (1961) w ere  able to obtain tw elve groups in
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w id ely  d ifferen tia ted  so c io eco n o m ic , cu ltural and ethnic settin gs in  

se v e r a l la rg e  urban a r ea s  of the Southwest. T h ese  groups w ere  

studied  by sev e r a l d ifferen t o b se rv e r s  during a p er iod  of five  y ea rs  and 

p resen ted  som e contrasting  exam p les with resp e c t to  cultural and r e 

gional d ifferen ces . In th is  study a suburban m etrop o litan  area  of th irty  

to fifty  thousand is  d elin eated  and divided into low , m iddle and high  

so c io eco n o m ic  standing. One group each is  ob serv ed  from  the high and 

low  le v e ls .  Two groups a r e  studied from  the m id d le  le v e l.

Such an approach en a b les one to m ore e ffe c t iv e ly  control d iffer 

en tia l e ffe c ts  from  the cu ltu ra l setting a s  opposed to using sev era l 

cu ltu ra l se ttin gs a s  in the Sh erif and Sherif study (1964). In effect  

se v e r a l v a r ia b les  such a s  educational fa c i l it ie s ,  d eg ree  of urbanization, 

language, ethnic background, re lig io u s  in stitu tio n s, em ploym ent oppor

tu n itie s , te le v is io n  and rad io  program ing are h eld  constant a c ro ss  

groups or th eir  variation  i s  g rea tly  m in im ized . Of cou rse  reducing  

or holding constant som e of th ese  so u rces  of v a r ia tio n  red uces the con 

tr a s ts  betw een groups; yet enough varian ce, a s  sh a ll be seen , rem ains  

betw een groups to produce v ery  noticeab le d iffe re n c e s . Indeed th is  

approach a lso  illu s tra te s  how even  w ithin a fa ir ly  in tegrated  and s e lf -  

su ffic ien t com m unity, d ifferen t so c ia l or cu ltu ra l in flu en ces appear.



CHAPTER m

METHOD

Subjects and Settings  

A ll subjects w ere w hite ad o lescen t boys. R elig iou s p referen ce  

included both C atholic and P rotestan t. Age range w as from  14 to 18. 

Subject se lec tio n  w as based on m em b ersh ip  in  a group m eeting one of 

the th ree  socioecon om ic cr iter io n  le v e ls . As d escr ib ed  in the m eth o

dology and procedure section  groups w ere  located  by sending an o b se r 

ver  to inform al in teraction  s ite s  w ithin the neighborhood corresponding  

to the socioecon om ic le v e l. A ll groups w ere sm a ll, fa c e -to -fa c e  and 

had been in ex isten ce  som e tim e before the study w as in itiated.

Group I co n sisted  b a s ica lly  of six  boys a ll  who had dropped out of 

sch ool by the eighth grade with the exception  of one. T his boy com pleted  

the tenth grade before leav ing  school.

Group II co n sisted  of six  m em b ers with th ree or four frequent 

fr in ge m em b ers. A ll boys w ere in the tw elfth grade during the study.

Group in  co n sisted  of a hard core  m em b ersh ip  of five  boys with  

an equal number of fringe m em b ers. During the tim e of the study the 

boys w ere  in the ninth and tenth grade.

28
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Group IV co n s isted  of a fa ir ly  tight core  of s ix  boys. Due to a 

num ber of fa c to r s  th is  group had the w id est age  sp read  of any group. 

During the tim e of the study m em b ers of the group w ere  in a ll three  

high sch oo l grade le v e ls .

M ethodology and P roced u re

In th is  study subject or group se lec tio n  i s  in ex tr icab ly  tied  to 

m ethodology. The plan in th is  study req uired  that groups be obtained  

at low , m iddle and high so c io eco n o m ic  le v e ls  and studied in ten sive ly  

for a p eriod  not l e s s  than sev e r a l m onths. It w as a ls o  stipulated that 

the su b jects  not be aw are of them  being an object of study; fu rtherm ore, 

both individual and group le v e l data w ere to be gath ered . B a sic  

m ethodology is  v ery  s im ila r  to that p resen ted  in  Sh erif and Sherif 

(1964, pp. 331-360).

The gen era l setting for  the study w as a n on ind ustria l M idw estern  

com m unity of th irty  to fifty  thousand population and adjacent to a la rg e  

m etropolitan  city . A la rg e  c o lle g e  w as the preponderant so c ia l, p o li

t ic a l and econom ic influence in the com m unity. On the b a s is  of property  

evaluations and in terv iew s w ith variou s c ity  and sch oo l o ffic ia ls  sev era l 

roughly delin eated  socioecon om ic  le v e ls  w ere  d esign ated . A ppropriate  

in form ation  w as co lle c te d  from  group m em b ers  to t e s t  for socioecon om ic  

c la s s .

To draw groups from  each  of th ese  a r e a s  the author repeated ly  

checked p o ss ib le  s ite s  of in form al a d o lescen t in teraction . S ites such
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a s  pool h a lls , bowling a lle y s , p rivate  and public clubs and sw im m ing  

p o o ls , restau ran ts and d r iv e -in s  proved the m o st rew arding. A fter  

ten ta tive  ob servation  two or th ree  p ro m isin g  s ite s  w ere ch osen  in the 

g iven  area  to  begin group ob servation .

A ctual location  of a group w as ach iev ed  by repeated ap p earan ces  

at the inform al in teraction  s ite s  at su itab le  tim es . U su ally  th is  m eant 

after  sch ool in the afternoon and a fter  sev en  in the even in gs. Saturday  

afternoon  and even in gs w ere  a lso  good ob servation a l p er iod s. A group  

w as pinpointed by noting frequency and r e c u r r en ce s  of in teraction  of a 

c lu s te r  of boys. U su a lly  it took two w eek s to two m onths to lo ca te  a 

group.

A fter loca tion  and id en tification  of the group the focu s w as sh ifted  

to ach iev in g  rapport w ith the m em b ers. O riginally  it w as intended to  

n ev er  approach group m em b ers until th ey  had f ir s t  contacted the o b se r 

v er . E xp erien ce showed though that the o b serv er  m ust be recep tiv e  to  

the often b o istero u s m an n ers of the a d o lescen t and not appear too r e 

m oved  or rapport would be a lm o st im p o ss ib le  to ach ieve.

Im m ediately  a fter  ev ery  ob servation a l period  the o b serv er  w rote  

a com plete  report of the happenings in  the group for  that s e s s io n . The 

form  of the report c o n s isted  of a co v er  sh eet with date, rep ort num ber, 

p r e c is e  tim e of ob servation , lo ca tion  and d escr ip tion  of in teraction  

s i t e s  and a d escr ip tio n  and nam es of group m em b ers p resen t. A ll  

a c t iv it ie s  in the rep ort w ere  arran ged  in a chronolog ica l order and 

only behavioral ev en ts  w ere  record ed . When the o b server  m entioned
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h is  own fe e lin g s  or how o th ers fe lt  or o th erw ise  gave som e in terp reta 

tion , th is  kind of data w as indented from  the r e s t  of the report. C on se

quently s tr ic t  behavioral data including verb al rep o rts  w ere  kept sep a 

rate from  any in terpretation .

In observing and rep orting  the ob serv er  avoided  clu ttering in te r 

action  or becom ing a part of the group. B ecom ing a part of the group  

and leading a c tiv it ie s  or com m itting  o n ese lf to  a side in a d iscu ss io n  

are a l l  too e a sy  to do. S ev era l m ean s w ere u sed  to  check  aga in st th is  

tendency. One m ethod w as to note the use of the f ir s t  p erson  plural we 

and our in rep ort w riting . T his and any fa ilu re  to  see  group a ctiv ity  a s  

apart from  the ob serv er  ind icated  ob server  su b jective  involvem ent in  

the group.

At no tim e did the o b serv er  inform  the group m em b ers or anyone 

that knew them  that they w ere  being observed  or studied. The ob server  

attem pted to appear som ew hat s im ila r  to m em b ers of the group under 

study excep t only a lit t le  o ld er . F or exam ple w ith Group I, w here th is  

m ethodology w as perhaps m o st d ifficu lt to im p lem en t, the o b server  

posed  a s  a co lleg e  student w ith lit t le  in terest in  sch ool but alw ays ready  

to  shoot snooker or join a party . He often rem ark ed  how he w as s im i

lar  to  the m em b ers when h e, h im se lf , w as th e ir  age . He would ob serve  

that sch ool w as often u n in terestin g , that he had wanted a fa st car, that 

h is  p arents w ere  too r e s tr ic t iv e  and so forth . H ow ever at no point did 

the o b serv er  sanction p o s it iv e ly  or n egatively  i l le g a l  a c ts  com m itted  by 

group m em b ers nor did he partic ip ate  in il le g a l a c t iv it ie s .
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P erh ap s the sin g le  m o st im portant part in  th is  m ethodology is  

keeping the ob serv er  from  becom ing a part of the group and blending 

h is  perception  with th e ir s . Such a tendency a tte s ts  to the strong pull 

groups exert on individuals to engage in in teraction  and assu m e the 

n orm s and ro les; how ever fo r  sc ien tific  ob jectiv ity  th is  tendency m u st 

be avoided. An o b serv er  m u st, to  an extent, adopt som e of the ap 

p ea ra n ces  and m od es of behavior of the group but m u st on the other 

hand at a ll t im es  be fu lly  aw are of h is  ta sk  to ob serve and quantify 

in teraction . M oreover an o b serv er  m u st rea ct to  the group not on an 

individual to individual b a s is  or event by even t but m ust try  to a ch ieve  

a w h o le is tic  picture of the group and view  in teraction  in term s of s e 

q u en ces of action.

When the ob server  w as on a f ir s t  nam e b a s is  with the hard core  

of four or five  m em b ers of the group, the em p h asis  w as shifted to 

a scerta in in g  the structural c h a r a c ter is tic s  of the group. It u su ally  

averaged  from  one to two m onths before the o b serv er  w as able to  go 

from  rapport to th is stage. In addition to th e  c r iter ia  of being on a 

f ir s t  nam e b a sis  the ob serv er  had to be ab le to  go with the group to  

se v e r a l in teraction  s ite s . Only then w as he ab le to see  su fficien t and 

v a r ied  in teraction  ep iso d es to determ ine the grou p 's status h iera rch y . 

M oreover, until the ob serv er  had fu lly  gained the confidence of the 

m em b ers, he w as excluded from  m any situ ations of in teraction  that 

had il le g a l a sp ects .

S evera l m ethods w ere u sed  to arriv e  at the status structure of
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the group. One m ethod w as to  rank and accu m ulate in s ta n ce s  of 

lea d ersh ip  in group in teraction . E ffective  in itia tion  of an a c tiv ity  or 

acceptance of a su ggestion  w a s  the ope ra tion a liza tion  of lead ersh ip . 

Sp ecia l w eight or con sid era tion  w as g iven  to  in itia tion  along d im en sion s  

of high im portance to the group. M ere am ount of verb age or urgings  

alone w as not counted a s  lea d ersh ip . L ead ersh ip  occu rred  only when  

the group a s  a w hole acted  favorab ly  on a su ggestion . A n c illa ry  to  

effectiv e  in itia tive  a s  a m ea su re  of lea d ersh ip  w as d eferen ce  shown 

to  cer ta in  m em b ers  and e x p r ess io n  of derogation  or approval of a 

m em b er. At a l l  t im e s  ob servation  s tr e s s e d  b ehaviora l in d ices  and  

when in terp reta tion s w ere  m ade they w ere  noted a s  such.

Rankings on e ffectiv e  in itia tiv e  w ere  m ade over a p eriod  of ten  

to tw enty rep orts  until a sta b ilized  pattern  w as reached . If at any tim e  

status started  to  change a new  s e r ie s  of rankings w ere  m ad e. Such 

p ro v is io n s w ere  n e c e s sa r y  b eca u se  f ir s t ,  it  u su a lly  took se v e r a l s e s 

sion s to a ccu ra te ly  and re lia b ly  rank sta tu s. Secondly, sta tu s structure  

in the group could have changed over  t im e , e sp e c ia lly  if  the group en 

gaged in new  a c tiv it ie s  or gained and lo s t  m em b ers.

In addition to (the o b se r v e r 's  ranking of the sta tus h iera rch y  a 

sp ec ia l event w as arranged w here an independent o b serv er  w ould a lso  

m ake a status a s se s s m e n t  using the sam e m e a su r e s  a s  noted above.

The independent ob servation , so m etim es  a sp ec ia l o cca s io n  for the 

group, w as not in itia ted  until rapport w as h igh ly  e sta b lish ed  and only  

m in im al r e s is ta n c e  noted. At th is  event both the o b serv er  and the



34

independent o b serv er  m ade status rankings; thus providing a check  on 

the sub jectiv ity  of the regu lar o b serv er .

A th ird  m ethod for ascerta in in g  h ie r a rc h ica l c h a r a c te r is t ic s  of 

the group w as the ad m in istra tion  of a verb a l adaptation of a s o c io 

m etr ic  qu estion naire to the m em b ers. U su a lly  th is did not com e until 

la te  in the study so  a s  not to dam age rapport by arousing the m em b ers' 

su sp ic ion s about the o b serv er . A s with the other m ea su res  the so c io 

m etr ic  ch o ices  w ere  adopted to  appear a s  natural a s  p o ssib le  and not 

clu tter  or o th erw ise  in ter fere  w ith group in teraction . Sociom etric  

c h o ices  w ere  ad m in istered  to each m em b er ind ividually  and not in the 

p resen ce  of the oth er m em b ers. They w ere  phrased  in the boy's la n g 

uage, a s  m uch a s  p o ss ib le , and co v ered  th ree  d im en sion s. The d im en 

sion s w ere: popularity , e . g. Who do you lik e  to be with m o st?  e f fe c 

tive in itia tiv e , e .g .  Who usu ally  g e ts  th ings going ? m a scu lin ity , e .g .  

Who is  the tou gh est or b est figh ter?

The f ir s t  so c io m etr ic  d im en sion  i s  a check  on the o p era tion a liza 

tion of lea d ersh ip  in the observation . Do group m em b ers v iew  le a d e r 

ship a s  does the ex tern a l o b serv er?  The second d im ension  is  popularity  

or a ffect structure of the group. Other r e se a r c h e r s  have noted that 

th ere m ay be m o re  than one h iera rch ica l arran gem en t or d im en sion  in 

groups. S evera l have noted two so rts  of le a d e r s  in groups; one, a task  

lea d er , the oth er, a socioem otion al lea d er . T his te s t  taps that d im en

sion. F in a lly , i s  the m a scu lin ity  d im en sion . T his d im en sion  r e f le c ts  

the fact that the oft m ade d istin ction  betw een  content and p r o c e ss  in
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group th eory  is  a r t if ic ia l indeed . V ery often in th is  cu ltu re strength, 

s iz e  and fighting sk ill i s  an im portant d im en sion  in m a le  a d o lescen ts' 

e y e s  and w ith th eir  groups. T h is final so c io m etr ic  ch o ice  is  oriented  

to  that consid eration .

In obtaining so c io m etr ic  c h o ic e s  f ir s t , second and th ird  ch o ices  

w ere ask ed . If the subject gave m ore on h is  own in itia tiv e  th ese  w ere  

record ed . Care w as e x e r c ise d  to avoid  dam aging rapport by forcing  

the individual to  m ake c h o ic e s .

When it w as p o ss ib le  to  m ake con sisten t status rankings the study 

focu s w as shifted to group n o rm s. It should be noted though that data 

pertaining to other a sp ec ts  of the study are not d eleted  or ignored dur

ing any p articu lar  fo c u se s  or phase of study. The ty p ica l rep ort a v e r 

aged th ree  to four pages and contained inform ation about everyth ing the 

o b serv er  could record  re la tiv e  to  the group and its  in teraction . H owever  

sin ce  even  in a few  short m in u tes it is  hum anly im p o ss ib le  to record  

everyth ing occu rring in a group of sev era l ind iv idu als, the ob server  

se le c t iv e ly  concentrated  on one a sp ect for a period  of s e v e r a l rep orts. 

Since s e le c t iv ity  is  in it s e lf  a natural p r o c ess  in p ercep tion  and m em ory  

it w as used  in reducing u n d esired  b ias in ob servation  by m aking it a 

part of the gen era l m ethodology.

When se le c tiv ity  w as sh ifted  to gen era l norm s and products of the 

groups, the o b serv er  began to look  for d istin ctive  a sp e c ts  of the group. 

He w a s ab le to lo ca te  th ese  a sp e c ts  by com paring the groups to  other 

boys in  the setting with r e sp e c t to  such c r iter ia  a s  d r e s s ,  language
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including favored  slang and n ickn am es, c a r s , a c t iv it ie s , dating behav

io r s , evaluation  of school, parents and the p o lice  and any other behavior  

or p ra ctice  that i s  com m on to the m em b ers.

The p rin cip le  a c tiv it ie s  of a group have norm s about how th ese  

a c tiv it ie s  a re  to be conducted. Often th ese  n orm s rep resen t the 

group's m ore  cen tra l ones. T h is is  one a rea  of group in teraction  

w here norm s are  expected to be strong and c le a r ly  articu lated . In 

identifying n orm s it is  im portant to k eep  the status h ierarch y  in m ind. 

Sherif and Sh erif (1965) note that the h ig h est status ind ividuals w ill  

conform  c lo s e s t  to the id ea l for  im portant n orm s. Low status m em 

b e r s , by the fa c t that th eir conform ity  to im portant norm s is  l e s s ,  do 

not m an ifest the ideal behavior sign ifying the norm . On the other hand 

the r e la t iv e ly  frequent derogation and a c ts  of negative sanction to th ese  

m em b ers a re  c lu es  a s to what appropriate behavior should and should  

not be. A cts of p ra ise  are  ind icative of appropriate behavior and note 

i s  taken of th ese  including who g iv e s  and who r e c e iv e s  p r a ise . With 

resp ec t to  im portance of a norm  one m ea su re  i s  how m any of the m e m 

b ers  conform .

With r esp e c t to the group's own neighborhood and in teraction  

s ite s , the setting or socia l b ehavioral a r ea , the group m ay or m ay not 

differ ra d ica lly  from  prevailing  n orm s. C ertain ly  not a ll the norm s  

of a group a r e  exclu sive  to it, no m ore than the c h a r a c ter is tic s  and 

attitudes of an individual are e x c lu siv e  to  h im . It is  the to ta l pattern  

of a l l  the grou p 's norm s, a c t iv it ie s , r o le s , s tru ctu re, e tc . that
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contribute to  producing a sp ec ts  of un iqu en ess. By and la rg e  the group's  

norm s m ay  be sa id  to  be varia tion s on la r g e r  m o re  w idespread  cu ltu ral 

norm s or th em es. What enab les the group to  stand out in it s  setting  is  

the w ay cer ta in  n orm s a re  em p h asized , som e m od ified  and oth ers r e la 

tiv e ly  ignored . It i s  w e ll esta b lish ed  that s o c ia l groups have n o rm s.

That i s  not the question . The vexing prob lem  i s  how to quantify the 

norm s w ith enough sen sit iv ity  to r e f le c t  d iffe re n c e s  betw een groups 

even  w ithin the sam e setting.

Once status and other h iera rch ica l a sp e c ts  of the group are  

a scer ta in ed  and the study of group n orm s and v a lu e s  are  com pleted , 

the em p h a sis  of the study shifted to a n a ly s is  of group r o le s  of m e m 

b ers  and p erso n a l c h a r a c ter is tic s . H ere a s  in  other ph ases m uch  

m a ter ia l had a lread y  been gathered from  rep o rts  m ade on e a r lie r  group  

in teraction  ob serva tion s. Then ob servation  continued with se le c t iv ity  

on how a m em b er m aintained h is  p articu lar  sta tu s position , what r e 

so u rces  he had, did he p o s s e s s  som e sp e c ia l sk il l  relevant to group  

in te r e sts  and so forth .

B e s id e s  th ese  gen eral item s each m em b er  w as asked  p r iva te ly  

what he e stim a ted  the fam ily  incom e to be. T h ese  question s lik e  other  

q u estion s w ere  p resen ted  in a su itab le context and phrased  in  a m anner  

not to arou se  su sp ic ion . In addition another item  of in form ation  about 

the groups w as gathered from  past rep o rts . T h is w as the lo ca tio n  and 

d escr ip tio n  of each  m em b er 's  hom e and neighborhood. Independent 

e st im a te s  of the hom e evaluation w ere  then m ade by com petent ind iv idu als.
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A s the fin a l step  in the program  the natural h is to ry  of the group  

w as gathered  from  a ll  p o ss ib le  so u r ce s . With the term in ation  of the study 

of group in teraction , changes in rapport betw een  o b serv er  and group  

w ere no lon ger  of consequence; th erefo re  in terv iew s when needed w ere  

conducted w ith m em b ers , tea ch ers , p o lice  o ff ic ia ls , fr ien d s, e tc .

A ppropriate data for the h is to ry  w ere  w hen the boys f ir s t  m et, 

how long they have been a sso c ia tin g , what happened to fo rm er  group  

m em b ers, any p u b lic ity  the group m ay have had and even ts the sch ool 

or com m unity o ff ic ia ls  m ight m ention that involved  the group. If 

there w as an older group of boys that th ese  boys had contact w ith , th is  

w as included, a s  w as inform ation on in tergroup in c id en ts, harm onious  

or o th erw ise .

The sequence of the data co lle c tio n  then w a s location  of group, 

rapport, sta tu s, n orm s and group a c t iv it ie s , r o le s  and p erson a l c h a r 

a c te r is t ic s  and group h isto ry . Sherif and S ie r if  (1964) do not d is c u s s  

the reasoning for th is  order fu lly  excep t that d irec t questioning in the 

la s t  stage can d isturb  data co llec tio n  in other s ta g e s . A ctually  it 

appears that sta tu s, norm s and group products i s  an arb itra ry  order  

and could be a ltered .



CHAPTER IV

RESULTS

Within the se le c te d  com m unity th ere  w ere  a great m any s ite s  

that a ttracted  a d o lescen ts  both from  second ary  sch o o ls  and the co lleg e . 

A gen eral l i s t  w ould include d r iv e -in s , pool h a lls , m ovie  th ea ters , 

c ity  recrea tion a l s ite s ,  a ro lle r  rink, bowling a lle y s  and clothing and 

s im ila r  s to res  catering  to the youth. C onsequently, th ere  w as con 

siderab le  opportunity for youth from  variou s backgrounds to interact; 

fu rtherm ore, students from  the second ary sch oo ls  w ere  v ery  m uch  

aw are of the co lleg e  a c tiv it ie s  and n orm s. Indeed in the secondary  

sch oo ls  for a lm o st a ll students, in fact for a ll a d o lescen ts  in  the area , 

the co lleg e  w as an im portant point of re feren ce .

F rom  one point of v iew  there w ere  m any s im ila r it ie s  am ong a ll 

a d o lescen ts  in the a rea . T here w ere  com m on p re feren ces  for  clothing  

s ty le s  and m u sic . Among a lm o st a ll m a le s , a th le tics  w ere  im portant 

and so w as having a ca r . M oney w as e s se n tia l a s  w as quick s u c c e s s ,  

and m ore often than not su c c e s s  w as m ea su red  by the yard stick  of 

m a ter ia l accu m ulations. Independence from  adults and m ob ility  a s 

sum ed la rg e  im portance w hile  sp ec ific  occupational g o a ls  only seem ed

39
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to  begin  to  c r y s ta liz e  a s  the individual fin ish ed  high sch oo l and e ith er  

en tered  c o lle g e  or tr ied  to find em ploym ent. Even then, the occu pa

tion , i t s e lf ,  did not assu m e grea t im p ortan ce. A ll th ese  th ings w ere  

im portant a c t iv it ie s  and p r e fe re n c es  that w ere  w id esp read  and v ery  

com m on to  a l l  youth in the setting . T h ese  m ight be v iew ed  a s  som e of 

the m ore  cen tra l and gen era l v a lu es  of young people in th is  settin g .

But the gen era l va lu es are  only ha lf the p ictu re and the f ir s t  

im p re ss io n . A fter a few m onths in the setting , d ifferen tia tion  along  

th ese  broad th em es begin to appear. C erta in ly  a c c e s s  to  th ese  g o a ls  

i s  one im portant variab le . Though m uch of their g en era l treatm en t  

of delinquency can be faulted, C loward and Ohlin (I960) cer ta in ly  note 

the e ffec t of d ifferen tia l a c c e s s  to  cu ltu ra l goa ls on a d o lescen t behav

ior  p attern s. Indeed d ifferen tia l a c c e s s  to goa ls and developm ent of 

v a r ia tion s on la rg er  cultural th em es, p attern s or n orm s are  tw o im 

portant v a r ia b le s  in th is study.

W ithin th is  genera l setting it b ecam e apparent that so c io eco n o m ic  

p osition  w a s an im portant d im en sion  affectin g  an in d iv id u al's  behavior  

and h is  a c c e s s  to institu tion s including the treatm ent he r ec e iv ed  from  

them . Though there w ere no defin ite  slum  housing a r e a s  th ere w ere  

se v e r a l le v e ls  of property eva lu ation s. T h ese le v e ls  w ere  not sep a 

rated  though by con sid erab le  d ista n ces  and often from  one b lock  to the 

next .property evaluation could change by one hundred p er  cent or m o re .

In con sid eration  of other v a r ia b le s  often u tiliz ed  in  so c ia l area  

ty p o lo g ies  (B e ll, 1965), such a s  in d ices  of fa m ilism  or e th n icity , the
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setting  seem ed  to  have a low  d egree  of h etero g en eity . H ow ever s o c io 

econ om ic d ifferen tia tion  w as su ffic ien t to  d elin eate  one a rea  of sev era l  

b lock s that la r g e ly  fe l l  in the low er in com e c la ss ;  and se v e r a l a r ea s  

that w ere  m iddle and high incom e.

In the low er incom e a rea  one of the two c ity  junior h igh s w as  

loca ted  and th ere  the student population had a g rea ter  proportion  of 

low  incom e ind iv iduals than the other junior high. T here w ere  a lso  

b u sin ess  and r ecrea tio n a l a r e a s  loca ted  in or adjacent to the a rea  and 

ca tered  p r im a r ily  to  ta s te s  and s ty le s  of the ind iv idu als.

Four groups a re  p resen ted  in th is  study. A ll m em b ers  w ere  

res id en ts  of the com m unity for at le a s t  e ight y e a r s . In m any c a s e s  

m em b ers  of one group knew the n am es of m em b ers  of another group, 

but com m unication  betw een groups extended no further than th is.

Group I w as from  the low er  incom e a rea  and lik e  Group III had attended  

the junior high w ithin the a rea . P art of the m em b ersh ip  of Group II 

had attended the c ity 's  other junior high a s  had a ll  of the m em b ersh ip  

of Group IV.

Group I w as studied for a p eriod  of ten m onths. One hundred  

and ten sep arate  ob servation s ranging from  two to tw elve hou rs w ere  

m ade on th is  group. Group I w as in the low  so c io eco n o m ic  rank.

Groups II and III w ere  in the m idd le  so c io eco n o m ic  le v e l . Group 

II w as studied nine m onths. N inety  four ob serv a tio n s w ere  m ade on 

th is  group with o b serva tion s varying in  length  from  ap p roxim ately  two  

to  ten  h ou rs. Group III w as studied sev en  m onths. Sixty o b serva tion s
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w ere  m ade on th is  group w ith ob servation s varying from  l e s s  than an 

hour to  s ix  h ou rs.

Group IV w as in the high socioecon om ic  le v e l .  It w as studied for  

eight m onths w ith ob serva tion s varying in length from  l e s s  than an hour 

to  eight h ou rs.

In accord an ce w ith the resea rch  plan the four groups w ill be 

evaluated  sep a ra te ly  along the p h ases of study in the p roced u res and 

m ethodology. Then the four groups w ill be com pared  a c r o s s  pertinent 

d im en sion s.

Group Î

Of a ll groups. Group I w as the m o st d ifficu lt to  pinpoint and 

develop  rapport with. Four m onths e la p sed  from  the tim e an in te r 

action  s ite  w as chosen  until rapport w as reach ed  w ith a l l  the hard core  

m em b ers. Gaining rapport which is  the h a rd est ta sk  in th is  approach  

w as a vexing problem  that had to be m anaged ca re fu lly  throughout th is  

study. The sou rce of the group se c r e c y  and r e s is ta n c e  to  n ew com ers  

w as not in the le a s t  due to the fact that the group often engaged in 

i l le g a l behavior.

The boys often m et in one of two pool h a lls  in the low  rent part of 

the b u sin ess  d is tr ic t  w here they would shoot snooker and m ake plans 

for a c tiv it ie s  outside the s ite . A ll of them  w ere good snooker p la y e r s - -  

it w as an im portant req u is ite  of any good m em b er  --a n d  they would 

often try  to get a stranger to play for m oney. S ev era l in sta n ces  of
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petty gam bling occu rred  in  the two pool h a lls  in the a rea , and though 

the ow ners w ere  aw are of it no p o lice  action  w as ev er  seen . This w as  

not rea lly  a source of incom e for the boys though in the f ir s t  few  

m onths they c lea red  a n ice  am ount from  the ob serv er .

M ore than anything e ls e  the s ite  w as a p lace w here the boys 

could get togeth er, outside of th eir  h om es and fr e e  from  adult su p er

v ision . The s ite  w as e sp e c ia lly  im portant to them  in bad w eather  

during the ea r ly  part of the study, sin ce  no m em b ers had ca rs . On 

the s tree t and in m any restau ran ts in the a rea  the m em b ers com plained  

that the p o lice  h a ra ssed  them  and told them  not to  be togeth er. In the 

pool h a ll they w ere  known, not bothered and even  adm ired by som e.

The pool h a ll had a fa ir ly  regu lar c lien te le  con sistin g  of young 

boys about fifteen  on up to o lder re tired  m en. M ost of the people  

knew the group, and som e m em b ers of other groups and single in d iv i

duals would o ccasion a lly  be with the group under study. Indeed in the 

in itia l stages it w as d ifficu lt to delin eate  the hard core  m em b ersh ip  

since group lin e s  w ere  not too apparent in the pool h a ll. M oreover  

there w ere  a number of younger b oys, perhaps a s  m any a s  ten, that 

participated  in snooker gam es w ith the group m em b ers or would be 

seen  talking to  them . T h ese younger boys, u su a lly  under fifteen , had 

a c c e s s  to only one of the pool h a lls . The other, w here the group  

u su ally  stayed, did not a llow  younger boys to com e in. Some of th ese  

younger boys would im itate  the d r e ss  and m an n erism s of the group  

m em b ers.



44

The hard co re  m em b ersh ip  of the group w a s re lia b ly  id en tified  

only when the o b serv er  accom panied  the group to  other s ite s  of in te r 

action . When th is  in teraction  took p lace the lo o s e n e s s  of m em b ersh ip  

quickly d isap p eared  and u su a lly  w as reduced to  s ix  or seven  boys.

The f ir s t  m em b er id en tified  w as Tom , the h igh est status m em b er . He 

w as ta ll, about 6'1' and w eighed about 155 pounds. Tom  w alked w ith an  

exaggerated  sw agger and drug the h e e ls  of h is  sh o es. Joe w a s the 

second group m em b er id en tified  when he and Tom  f ir s t  approached the 

ob server  asking h im  if  he wanted to play snooker w ith them . Joe w as  

with the group during the f ir s t  two m onths of ob servation  but w as r e 

m oved from  the group when he w as convicted  of bogus check ch a rg es  

and sent to  a penal institution .

A s the w eek s w ent by the o b serv er  w as able to  identify  the other  

group m em b ers. One of the m ore prom inent w a s Coon, the lo w est  

status regu lar m em b er . Coon w as the b est snooker p layer , talked  

loud and rough, clow ned a grea t deal, but n ever  contrad icted  Tom .

One day two other m em b ers  suddenly cam e in togeth er  and w ere  g ree ted  

h ea rtily  by Tom  and Coon, One w as a ta ll , n ice  looking boy, L arry , 

and the other w as sh orter  and heavy, Howard. L arry , who had been  

liv in g  with h is  fa ther in  another state 600 m ile s  aw ay, had ju st returned  

with Howard. Howard, the only group m em b er with a car and a n ice  

one too, a pow erful F ord  with sev e r a l racing options, had driven  L arry  

back from  w here h is  father lived .

It w as n ea r ly  four m onths before the fifth  m em b er . R ocky, w as
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id en tified , and th is  w as w hen Coon a sk ed  the o b serv er  to  take them  to  

the la r g er  nearby c ity . T his w as the f ir s t  tim e the o b serv er  had been  

ask ed  to  accom pany any of the m em b ers  aw ay from  the in teraction  s ite . 

U ntil th is  tim e the o b server  had rem ain ed  v e ry  m uch ex tern a l from  the 

group with only p assin g  g ree tin g s  in the pool h a ll.

T h is night the o b serv er  and Rocky and Coon m et Howard and an

other non -m em b er in the downtown b u s in e ss  a rea  of the nearby c ity  

near m idnight. Both boys had been  drinking b eer  and Howard in s is te d  

the o b serv er  jo in  them  when Coon and Rocky got in the ca r . The ob

ser v e r  d eclin ed , m entioning that he had to  go to  sch oo l the next day.

A few  days la te r  the o b serv er  lea rn ed  fro m  Coon and Howard that an  

hour a fter  they had la s t  seen  the o b se rv e r , Howard had turned h is  car  

over at high speed  in the downtown a rea  and d em o lish ed  it.

F rom  th is  event on, the o b serv er  w a s in c r ea s in g ly  included in  

a ll a sp e c ts  of group in teraction . The fa c t that the o b serv er  w as a lm o st  

a part of th is exciting  event, and m o reo v er  s in ce  he knew d eta ils  that 

n ever  reached  the p o lice  (e . g. that the boys w ere  drinking) in crea sed  

the com m on bond betw een h im  and the group. F or a group engaged in 

a c t iv it ie s  that w ere  often il le g a l, b e s id e s  the a ttem p ts by p o lice  to  

sp lit them  up, it w as im portant to keep  th eir  a ffa ir s  se c r e t . C on se

quently, the o b server  had to  prove h im se lf  rep ea ted ly  and w as w atched  

for  a long tim e . T his fortunate and a cc id en ta l even t w a s a f ir s t  and 

c ru c ia l test!

Not long after  H ow ard's accid en t the sixth and la s t  hard co re
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m em b er appeared. He w as John, T om 's tw in brother and w as ju st  

recen tly  r e le a se d  from  a sev e r a l m onths stay  at a state penal in stitu 

tion . John's p resen ce  cam e som ew hat a s  a su rp r ise  sin ce until that 

tim e he had never been  m entioned. N eith er  w a s m uch ev er  sa id  about 

the other m em b er , Joe , who had been  con victed  and sen tenced  in the 

e a r ly  sta g es  of the ob servation . Only on th ree  or four o cca sio n s  w as  

Joe m entioned.

In te r m s of a c t iv it ie s  togeth er  it w as not usu al to see  a ll  s ix  of 

the group m em b ers togeth er in the pool h a ll. M ore often they would  

appear in tw os or th rees  and spend an hour or two and then le a v e .

T his sort of activ ity  continued until seven  or eight o 'c lock  at night at 

w hich tim e they would u su a lly  be off to m ore  ex c itin g  a c tiv it ie s . The 

group would m o st often appear, in m a s s , at p a r tie s , at L a rry 's  

m o th er 's  apartm ent, at a b eer  tavern  in the next county w here they  

could buy b eer  ille g a lly , or at dances or b a ll g a m es w here other a d o

le sc e n ts  th eir  age w ere .

Status w ithin th is  group w as fa ir ly  c lea rcu t. Though Coon w as  

the b est snooker p layer  in an im portant a c tiv ity  for  the group and m ade 

m any su g g estio n s, he w as lo w est in status. Tom , who w as tough and 

daring w as the h ig h est. N ext cam e L arry and then v ery  c lo se , John. 

Though fighting ab ility  w as im portant and John m ay have been  ab le  to  

b e st L arry, L arry w as fr ien d lier  and a quicker thinker than John.

John w as the m em b er who had been  in the penal institu tion , so  he had 

the reputation of being one of the tow n's tou gh est boys; y e t th is  w as not
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enough to g ive him  lea d ersh ip  in the group. M oreover it is  in terestin g  

to  note that although Tom  and John a re  id en tica l tw ins, they a re  not 

tied  for the sam e status position .

The p osition  next to  the bottom  w as held  by Rocky. Just above 

him  w as Howard. N eith er  Howard nor R ocky w ere ever  in m uch con 

tention for group lea d ersh ip . They, lik e  Coon, could cer ta in ly  not have  

fought any of the top th ree  status m en and won. They ra re ly  m ade su g

gestio n s and u su a lly  w ent along with h igh er status m em b ers' in itia tiv e s . 

Howard, but not Rocky, often c r it ic iz e d  Coon and berated  h im  for h is  

"big mouth. " C oon's p osition  w as a resu lt of sev era l th ings. He w as  

w ell lik ed  by a ll  group m em b ers, w as the b est snooker p layer and a l 

w ays w as ready to partic ip ate  in an a ctiv ity . H ow ever, Coon w as not 

too dependable. It w as m entioned m ore than once that he could not be 

counted on in a fight; m o reo v er , sev e r a l tim es  m em b ers stated  that 

Coon talked too m uch. In fact it seem ed  a lm o st incum bent to H ow ard's  

ro le  to caution Coon on h is  sta tem en ts. F or th is group, a s  the d iffi

culty in reaching rapport show s, s e c r e c y  about a c tiv it ie s  w as high ly  

im portant and no one could m aintain  high status u n less  he c lo se ly  a d 

h ered  to th is norm .

Table 1 su m m a rizes  data on the stru ctu ra l c h a r a c ter is tic s  of the 

group. By com paring ob served  status w ith the popularity d im en sion  of 

the soc io m etr ic  ch o ices , support is  obtained for hyp otheses advanced  

by other r e se a r c h e r s  (H are, 1962) that th ere  m ay be at le a s t  tw o h ie r 

arch ica l arran gem en ts in group stru ctu re. C learly  lea d ersh ip  a s
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T able I

Spearm an Rank C orre la tion s fo r  Status and 
S ociom etric  C h oices M easu rem en ts  

for Group I

O bserved  Status 
with rho n P rob ab ility

Independent
O bservation .9 4 3 6 <L.01

E ffective
Initiation .9 7 2 6 ^ . 0 1

Popularity .7 0 8 6 > . 0 5

Fighting .9 8 6 6 <C .o i

N ote. - -  Source: Appendix A.

op eration a lized  h ere  is  som ething d istin ctly  d ifferen t from  popularity. 

M oreover, it  should be noted that w ithin th is  group w here p h y sica l 

strength and p ro w ess  seem ed  quite im portant that fighting a b ility  with  

a rho of . 986 com pared m o st c lo se ly  of a l l  d im en sion s w ith ob served  

status.

In co llectin g  so c io m etr ic  ch o ices  the o b serv er  m u st begin  to  

structure group in teraction  som ew hat. H ere the ex trem e r e s is ta n c e  

to  probing began to appear in rea c tio n s  to  the o b serv er . One m em b er , 

Coon, refu sed  to  answ er any q u estion s about e ffec tiv e  in itia tive  and  

though th ese  q u estion s to a l l  m em b ers w e re  p h rased  in  a s  m uch slang
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a s  w as p o ss ib le  and g iven  at appropriate in ter v a ls , som e su sp ic ion s  

w ere  arou sed .

With th is  group the o v era ll im p ressio n  i s  that status seem s stable  

at the high and low  p o sitio n s  w ith g rea tes t v a r ia b ility  in the m iddle  

area . It should be em p h asized  that status rankings w ere  m ade with the  

s ix  core  m e m b er s . H ow ever, th ere w ere  five  or s ix  other individuals  

that w ere  fr in ge  m em b ers  of the group, and so m e tim e s  for a p eriod  of 

a w eek or tw o would be a s  regu lar  a s  anyone e ls e  in  p artic ip ation  and 

frequency of p r e se n c e . T h is fluctuation of m em b ersh ip  w ith som e reg u 

la r  core  m em b ers and o th ers  who drift in and out s e e m s  to be very  

m uch a c h a r a c ter is t ic  of a d o lescen t groups in th is  setting . C onsequently, 

se lec tio n  of co re  m em b ersh ip  is  in part a rb itra ry  with frequency of 

m em b er p resen ce  and the grou p 's knowledge of the w hereabouts of 

absent m em b ers  a s  the m ain  c r ite r ia  for d elin eatin g  the core  m em b ers.

N orm s and Com m on A ctiv itie s  

A ccording to the r e se a r c h  plan a fter  d elin eation  of the group and  

a scerta in m en t of status and popularity (affect) stru c tu re , em p h asis  

turns to d isco v er in g  the group's ch a ra cter is tic  and com m on n orm s, 

in ter e sts  and a c t iv it ie s . Com m on norm s are  th o se  n orm s which the 

group sh a res  with other a d o le scen ts  in the g en era l a rea . In te r m s of 

the defin ition  of group a s  developed  in th is  r e se a r c h  plan, a c tiv it ie s  or  

in te r e sts  are  fo ca l points around which in teraction  d eve lop s. In youth  

groups a c t iv it ie s  m ay be w orking on c a r s , shooting snooker, playing
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b ask etb a ll or ju st talking about com m on in te r e s ts  and enjoying each  

o th er 's  com pany. In tim e , com m on w ays of carrying on th ese  a c t iv i

t ie s  d evelop  and a s  they becom e stand ard ized  for  a ll m em b ers, they  

a re known a s  n orm s.

In Group I a c t iv it ie s  and in te r e s ts  com m on to  m any a d o le scen ts  

in the gen era l setting w ere  c a rs , g ir ls  in  g en era l, c lo th es , and cer ta in  

in flu en ces com ing from  the co lleg e  stu d en ts. Like m any other ado

le sc e n ts  the m em b ers w ere  in tere sted  in  what other people thought of 

them  and if they appeared a s  m en and not b oys. With re sp e c t to  em pha

s is  th is  group lik e  o th ers in the settin g  spent the g r ea tes t  am ount of 

tim e talk ing about top ics or engaging in a c t iv it ie s  re la ted  to c a r s  and 

g ir ls ,  hi a lm o st ev ery  group se s s io n  r e fe r e n c e s  to th ese  tw o to p ics  

cam e up.

N orm ative a sp e c ts  of the autom obile  top ic w as ind icated  by a 

unanim ous p referen ce  for a new F ord  or C hevrolet. B e s id e s  being  

able to sp ecify  the m otor, tr a n sm iss io n  and co lor  they w anted, they  

a lso , a s  ind iv idu als, sp ecified  other sp eed  and power options th ey  would  

add. M em bers a ls o  had in m ind a p a rticu la r  u sed  ca r  they hoped to  

buy in a y ear  or so; h ow ever, a ll th is  in te r e s t  and con sid erab le  know 

led ge  to  varying extents is  typ ica l of m o st  ad o lescen t m a le s  in  A m erica  

today.

G ir ls , in g en era l, w as the second  la rg e  area  of in te r e st  that th ese  

b oys had in  com m on with other groups in  the settin g . The top ic  cam e  

up a lm o st ev ery  tim e that the m em b ers  got togeth er and p lans w ere
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d isc u sse d  about how to get d ates, who to a sk , what w as the g ir l lik e , 

etc . H ow ever, it w as the m ore sp e c if ic  attitudes that th ese  boys held  

tow ard g ir ls  that set them  apart from  other groups.

C lea rly  rela ted  with in ter e st  in g ir ls  w as th eir  con cern  about 

p erson a l appearance, c lo th es and the influence of co lleg e  on th ese  

boys. The boys usually  w ore tan w heat jean s or blue L ev is , black  

lo a fe r s  and w hite sock s and u su ally  Ivy League - sty led  sh ir ts . This  

apparel w as no d ifferent from  that w orn by m any other boys in high  

sch ool at the sam e age and v ery  s im ila r  to m uch w orn by co lleg e  stu 

dents. The m ain  d ifference w as m o re  in quality, va r ie ty  and n ea tn ess.

The group w as aw are that the o b serv er  w as in co lleg e  and often  

asked  him  about g ir ls , p a rties  and c lo th es  at c o lleg e . One m em b er w as  

v ery  im p re sse d  when som e out of town boys m istook  him  for  a co lleg e  

student, and sev era l m em b ers sa id  they intended to cut th eir  hair  

sh orter and get a fratern ity  sw eatsh irt, so they could date c o lle g e  g ir ls .

The group m em b ers a lso  frequented  the sam e a r e a s  that other  

teenage boys did such as the pool h a lls , high school basketball gam es  

and d r iv e -in s  in the area; how ever, the two pool h a lls  in the low  rent 

sec tio n  rem ained th eir sp ec ia l dom ain.

With at le a s t  one a ctiv ity  or topic that the m em b ers had in c o m 

m on with other ad o lescen ts. Group I had certa in  norm s of behavior  

that m ade them  somewhat d istin ctiv e . When dealing with g ir ls  the 

m em b ers repeated ly  view ed them  only a s  sex  ob jects and spoke of 

m ore perm anent institu tions lik e m a rr ia g e  with d er isio n . None of the
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group dated any g ir l reg u la rly  during the p eriod  of observation; how 

ev er  the m em b ers m aintained contact with sev e r a l g ir ls  w ith w hich  

they could have sexu a l r e la tio n s . B oa sts  of sexual ex p lo its  w ere  f r e 

quent among m em b ers, but dating a g ir l reg u la r ly  and not being with  

the group brought c r it ic ism . T w ice the m em b ers attem pted to develop  

l ia iso n s  with co lleg e  g ir ls ,  and although rebuffed in  th eir  attem pts  

talked with grea t pride of being ab le to  get in sid e  one g ir l 's  apartm ent. 

They w ere chased  off by an older m ale  c a lle r .

C ertain ly  a sp ec if ic  norm  of th is  group w as the c o lle c tiv e  a t t i

tudes tow ard sch ool and the fact that a ll had dropped out. A ll m em b ers  

w ith the exception  of Howard dropped out before the tenth grade, and he 

le ft  in the eleventh . S evera l of the m em b ers sa id  sch ool w as ea sy , 

but dull, and that they would rather be out w here som ething excitin g  

w as happening. S evera l beh aviora l even ts occu rred  w here m em b ers  

ex p ressed  fe e lin g s  that students and tea ch ers  at the high sch ool thought 

they w ere b etter than them . Along th is  lin e  sev e r a l m em b ers  e x 

p r e sse d  plans to  go back to school but not to  the lo c a l high school.

They a lso  com plained that returning to sch ool w ould m ean  attending  

c la s s  w ith k id s younger than them . T his p ro sp ect, e sp e c ia lly , m ade  

returning to  sch ool bleak for  the m em b ers.

Group I had, far  m ore than any of the other groups, norm s  

favorab le to con sid erab le  deviation  from  la w s pertain ing to  drinking, 

ph ysica l abuse and theft. In the f ir s t  few  w eek s of ob servation  Joe 

r ece iv ed  a ja il sen ten ce, and ju st a fter  rapport had been  estab lish ed .
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John returned  from  sev e r a l m onths in  p r iso n . John's offense w hich  

co n s isted  of stea lin g  two c a s e s  of b eer  from  a ta v ern  in another county  

w as known to a ll  the m em b ers  but rather than cen su rin g  the a ct, it w as  

eu log ized  and incorporated  into the group h is to r y . H owever a ll c o m 

m en ts by m em b ers seem ed  to ind icate the act w a s not p erform ed  a s  

part of a group activ ity .

Buying beer  ille g a lly  w as the m o st recu rren t unlawful act in  

w hich the group m em b ers engaged. During p er io d s  when rapport w as  

h ig h est the o b serv er  w as w ith the group at two d ifferen t tavern s and 

at L a rry 's  apartm ent se v e r a l t im es  w here m em b ers  had b eer. The 

m em b ers  a ls o  knew sev e r a l p la c e s  w here th ey  could buy b eer  and had  

fa ls e  iden tification  card s stating they w ere  tw enty - one -y ea r  s - old or 

older.

D runkenness helped contribute to the acc id en t when Howard with  

Coon and Rocky along w recked  h is  new car. A ll m em b ers  except 

Howard told  of sev e r a l in sta n ces  when they had been  ja iled  for drunk

en n ess.

R elated  to the num ber of deviate a c ts  com m itted  by th is  group  

w ere negative  fe e lin g s  and a ctio n s toward p a ren ts , au thorities and 

p o lice , in p articu lar. Instance a fter  in stan ce w a s record ed , during 

group in teraction  and in individual s itu ation s, w h ere  boys m ade ex trem e  

and profane rem ark s about p o lice . R eg a rd less  of w hether it w a s the 

hom e town or neighboring tow ns, the p o lice  w ere  en em ies  and not to  

be tru sted . There w ere  som e objective r e a so n s  for th ese  fe e lin g s .
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It appeared  that the p o lice  and other au th orities v iew ed  the group a s  a 

continual source of troub le and often m eted  out fa r  h a rsh er  punishm ent 

to  th e ir  deviate a c ts  than s im ila r  or m ore ser io u s  v io la tio n s  com m itted  

by youth in  m ore fortunate c ircu m sta n ces . Indeed, for  exam p le, one 

m em b er , L arry , w as ja iled  for  tw enty-four hou rs w hen apprehended  

w ith  two boys who had sto len  two c a se s  of em pty soda pop b ottles. 

L a rry 's  p r o te s ts  of innocence w ere  to no av a il.

The category  of d is tr u s t  of p o lice  even extended a c r o s s  fam ily  

l in e s . Tom , in speaking of an uncle on the p o lice  fo r c e  said , "He's 

a cop, and I don't have any u se  for  them . I w ould lik e  h im  a ll right 

excep t h e 's  a cop. " N egative  a ttitud es w ere a lso  m a n ifested  against  

sch ool au th orities  and p a ren ts . E very  boy in the group le ft  hom e at 

le a s t  once during the ob servation  period  b ecau se  of troub le w ith parents  

e sp e c ia lly  fa th ers. The a verage  length of stay w as tw o days.

Since the a ction s and n orm s of th is group w e re  often deviate with  

r e sp e c t  to  gen era l so c ie ty , s e c r e t iv e n e s s  and caution  becam e an im 

portant norm  in itse lf . D ifficu lty  in gaining rapport a tte s ts  to  th is norm . 

A c r it ic a l natural happening or experim en t happened to te s t  th is norm  

when H oward's car w as w reck ed . H ere not only w e re  the boys drinking 

i l le g a lly , but Howard w as speed ing e x c e s s iv e ly . The r e s t  of the group, 

T om , John and L arry, lea rn ed  about the accid en t the next day. The 

group spent a num ber of hou rs together planning m ea n s of keeping from  

the p o lice  and in su ran ce in v estig a to rs  the fact that Howard had been  

drinking when the accid en t occu rred . This even  w ent to the extent that
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L arry planned to te s tify  fa ls e ly  in  court that he had le ft  the beer  can  

in the car the previous night.

Many other in stan ces of helping and sharing w ere recorded . 

C ertain ly  a norm  ex isted  that each  m em b er w a s  to  contribute m oney, 

food, b eer , g a so lin e , transportation  or w hatever a s  m uch a s  he could  

to group a c tiv it ie s . Only Coon r ece iv ed  cen su re  about not doing h is  

part. In th is  group there w ere  no findings that status a ffects  the amount 

of m a ter ia l contribution that a m em b er m ak es to  a group. Howard p rob

ably contributed m ore than any other m em ber; yet he w as neither high  

nor low  sta tu s, but m ore in the m id d le. The fact that he did contribute  

m ore w as probably a function of p erson a l situation  and c h a r a c ter is t ic s  

than group p ressu re  or n orm s.

T h ese  w ere  the m ajor a c t iv it ie s  and n orm s that w ere  ch a ra c ter 

is t ic  of Group L Some w ere m o re  or l e s s  sp e c if ic  to  it; o th ers w ere  

g en era lly  shared by the la r g er  ad o lescen t settin g . T h ese two a sp ects  

of the group's norm s w ill becom e better delin eated  a s  com parison  

with other groups in the setting i s  brought out in th is  section .

R oles and P erso n a l C h a ra cter is tic s  

M em ber ro les  and p erson a l c h a r a c te r is t ic s  a re  often re la tive  to  

other m em b ers and the a c tiv it ie s  of the group. In th is  group p h ysica l 

strength and fighting ab ility  w ere  important; consequently  those endowed  

with p erso n a l c h a r a c ter is tic s  in th is  area  could p o ss ib ly  ach ieve  h igh er  

status. One asp ect of T om 's ro le  in the group w as h is  fighting ab ility .
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A ll group m em b ers  conced ed  that he w as the b est fig h ter . H owever  

Tom  did not hold the lea d ersh ip  ro le  by v irtue of h is  tou ghn ess alone. 

He w a s tough and daring y et at the sam e tim e m oody and som ewhat 

a loo f fro m  the low er status m em b ers. Tom , in addition to  h is  twin 

John, had two older b roth ers Ronald and Lun. T hese two broth ers  

w ere  fiv e  or s ix  y e a rs  o lder than Tom and w ere  known to  the group as  

som e of the tow n's tou ghest. One of the b ro th ers w as in  a state  sch ool 

for boys and at the tim e of the study in the state penal in stitu tion  for  

m en . Tom  w a s, next to John, the m o st d ifficu lt to m ain ta in  rapport 

w ith and w as a lw ays su sp ic io u s of any d irect question ing.

H is father w as a con crete  w ork er, and h is  m other w orked a s  a 

cook. He dropped out of sch oo l when he w as th irteen , and had held  

a s e r ie s  of irreg u la r  jobs but w as u su a lly  unem ployed.

L a r r y ,  the m o st popular m em b er and second in sta tu s , w as a lso  

the p o o rest. Just a fter  the study began h is  m other w a s r e le a se d  from  

a m en ta l institu tion , and L arry  m oved to her apartm ent. H is father  

w as an o il fie ld  w orker in a w estern  sta te . What m on ey  L arry  had 

cam e from  odd job s and w elfare  p aym en ts, yet he w as h ard ly  a m o ro se  

ind ividual. He joked a lo t, did not seem  bothered w hen the m em b ers  

laughed at h im  and w as v e ry  popular with g ir ls .

In con trast to Tom , L arry w as open w ith the o b serv er  and usu ally  

fr ien d ly  tow ard him . In an in terv iew  with h is  fo rm er  junior high p r in 

c ip a l, L arry  w as d escr ib ed  a s  a n ice  looking, fr ien d ly  and outgoing boy  

who w as unusually bright. The p rin cip a l sa id  he had b een  disappointed
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w hen L arry  dropped out of sch ool b eca u se  he fe lt  L arry  show ed con 

sid erab le  potential. L arry often ta lk ed  of returning to high sch oo l, 

and in the la te  spring took a  sp e c ia l qualification  te s t  to  b yp ass the 

high sch oo l d egree  to en ter c o lle g e , but fa iled . L arry , in con trast to  

Tom , seem ed  to m aintain  h is  p osition  in the group through h is  fr ien d ly  

m anner, w hile  daring and fighting sk ill w ere m ore  predom inant with  

Tom .

John, the third status m em b er , w as the m ost d ifficu lt to  ach ieve  

and m aintain  rapport w ith. H is fa m ily  background is  s im ila r  to T om 's  

w ith the exception  of spending se v e r a l m onths in p rison .

H oward, the fourth status m em b er , cam e from  the m o st favored  

econ om ic background. Both of h is  p aren ts w orked, one a s  a truck  

d r iv er , the other a s  a p ra c tica l n u rse . H is fa m ily  owned a la te  m odel 

sedan and p ick-up b es id es  a farm  and over a hundred head of ca ttle . 

Howard w as the older of tw o b oys, and h is  parents bought h im  a new  car  

of h is  ch o ice  in an attem pt to keep  h im  in school. He stayed  in school 

only a couple of m onths into the eleventh  grade, dropping out o sten sib ly  

to  w ork and help  pay for the ca r . Soon h ow ever, he w as back with the 

group, and one certa in ly  su sp ec ts  if th is  w as not the m ajor m otivation  

for leav in g  school.

R ocky along with Coon w a s one of the lo w est sta tu s m em b er s . He 

liv ed  w ith h is  m other and w as lik e  L arry  in the r e sp e c t that h is  parents  

w ere  sep arated , and the fa m ily  had a v ery  m ea g er  in com e. A lso  lik e  

L arry , he w as handsom e and popular w ith the g ir ls ; h ow ever unlike
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la r r y  he n eg lected  the group by dating. T here w ere sev e r a l in sta n ces  

when R ocky had h is  m o th er 's  old ca r  and w as seen  with a g ir l when he 

w as supposed  to  be with the other group m em b ers. T his factor e s p e c 

ia lly  serv ed  to  underm ine h is  p o s itio n  in  the group.

Coon w as the lo w est m em b er  in  sta tus. Both he and Rocky w ere  

about a y ea r  younger than the other m em b ers and both found it n e c e s 

sa ry  to be loud, boastfu l and b ra sh  a s  an attem pt to m aintain  status in  

the other m em b ers' ey es . Both of C oon's parents w orked. His father  

w as a carp en ter  and h is  m other, a cook.

Coon w as the b est snooker and pool p layer in the group. H is 

a b ility  w a s such that the owner of the pool h a ll w here the group played  

offered  h im  fifty  d o llars a w eek  and a chance to becom e a p ro fess io n a l 

if  Coon w ould fin ish  school and le t  the m an train  h im . H ow ever, the 

owner to ld  the ob server  that Coon would rather be with "that bunch" 

than do anything e ls e .

C oon's m ost con sisten t ro le  in the group seem ed  to be that of a 

clow n. The other m em b ers to lera ted  th is  but c r it ic ize d  him  for talking  

too m uch and too free ly .

A s a group a ll m em b ers fe l l  w ithin the low er socioecon om ic  

c la s s  w ith the p o ss ib le  exception  of Howard. L arry  and h is  m other  

w ere  on public a s s is ta n ce . Tom  and John's parents both held  s e m i

sk illed  occupations for an annual incom e of about four thousand. Both 

of C oon's parents w ere  blue c o lla r  w o rk ers  and tota l incom e w as ap

p rox im ately  five  thousand. R ocky's m other w orked part tim e and
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rece iv ed  som e a s s is ta n c e . Her incom e w as around th ree thousand. 

H ow ard's p arents had sem isk illed  occupations but th eir  com bined in 

com es exceed ed  s ix  thousand.

Group H istory

E a r lie s t  a sso c ia tio n s  among m em b ers began in grade sch ool but 

the group did not form  until junior high. B y the eighth grade Howard, 

Tom , John, L arry, Joe and two or th ree  other boys w ere  a sso c ia tin g  

togeth er. Coon and Rocky w ere a year  younger but w ere  a c tiv e  a lso .  

During the eighth and ninth grade a s  the group grew  stron ger, school 

attendance dropped until m ost of the hard core  w ere  out of sch oo l. The 

m em b ers a lso  m entioned John and T om 's o lder brother and older  

broth ers of L arry  and R ocky's that they adm ired  and a sso c ia te d  with. 

L arry 's  broth er, Ronnie w as k illed  about th is  tim e by p o lice  in a nearby  

city  and R ocky's w as in prison .

A lengthy in terv iew  with the princip al of the junior high confirm ed  

the boys' rem ark s and said the m em b ers w ere  a lm o st uncontrollab le in 

school. He sa id  at one point that th ese  boys w ere  sm oking and engaging  

in il le g a l a c t iv it ie s  with g ir ls  during the noon hour at a nearby h ou se, 

and p o lice  had to be ca lled  in to help  stop the a c tiv it ie s . T h is w as  

probably the f ir s t  tim e the group cam e to the attention of sch oo l and 

p olice  au th orities. F rom  th ese  rep orts the group se e m s  to have been  

in ex isten ce  about three y ea rs  before ob servation s w ere  begun.
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Group II

Group n  w as in  the m id d le  so c io eco n o m ic  le v e l and the m em b ers  

w e re  a g e -m a te s  of the ind iv iduals in Group I, H ow ever, Group II w as  

studied  a year  later; thus a l l  m em b ers  w ere  17 or 18 y e a r s  old, and a ll  

w ere  sen io rs  in high school. M any of the m em b ers of the two groups 

knew  each  other, and som e m em b ers  of Group II w ent to  the sam e junior  

high a s  Group I. T h is w as the lim ited  contact betw een the two groups 

though.

F or locatin g  a group in  the m iddle c la s s  le v e l , a d ifferen t set of 

in tera c tio n  s ite s  w as ch osen . T h is tim e an o b serv er  attended high  

sch oo l football and basketball g a m e s , frequented tw o d ifferen t pool 

h a lls  n ear the co lleg e  cam pus and a b u sin ess  d is tr ic t  that ca tered  to 

c o lle g e  students, facu lty  and g en era lly  a c lien te le  with h igh er incom e  

than th ose  of Group I's  area . The b est in itia l in teraction  s ite  proved  

to be one of the pool h a lls  w here m em b ers of the group w ere  usually  

p resen t on T hursday, F rid ay  and Saturday n igh ts. U nlike Group I 

they w ere  ra re ly  in the pool h a ll other days in the w eek  or in  the a f te r 

noon. In both pool h a lls  unlike th ose  in Group I's  area  th ere  w ere  no 

older m en , with the c lie n te le  ranging from  13 or 14 y e a r -o ld  boys to  

c o lle g e  students. In the sam e a rea  w ere  sev e r a l n ice  drug s to r es , 

resta u ra n ts , and clothing s to r e s  that ca tered  to young cu sto m ers .

T h is w a s  v ery  m uch a setting w here youth w ere in  dom inance , and a 

p la ce  w h ere they congregated  w ith the approval of adu lts.

O ver a period  of tw enty o b servation s, two la rg e  c lu s te r s  becam e
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d isc er n ib le . Though th ere  w a s contact betw een the c lu s te r s , they  

w ere  m o re  or le s s  divided by a g e , one being com posed  la r g e ly  of high  

sch ool ju n iors and se n io r s , the other of eighth, ninth and tenth gra d ers. 

W ithin the older c lu s te r , fro m  freq u en c ies  of a sso c ia tio n , a hard core  

w as se le c te d  for p o ss ib le  ob servation . By the end of th irty  o b serv a 

tion s it  w a s apparent th is  w a s a group w ith six  so lid  m em b ers  and a 

fr in ge of fiv e  to seven  m o re . F rom  the f ir s t  not m uch r e s is ta n c e  w as  

encountered from  th is  group. In the fourth ob servation  the ob serv er  

exchanged casu a l rem ark s about the snooker gam e. Within a couple of 

w eek s he w as asked  to jo in  in a gam e. He soon learn ed  the n am es of 

P e te , C ec il, Ray, Gene and G eorge. T h ese boys would u su a lly  com e  

in togeth er  in  the evening and p lay  two or three hours of snooker. They  

would a ls o  exchange g ree tin g s  w ith other boys th eir  age in the pool h a ll. 

U su a lly  they arriv ed  togeth er , p layed together and le ft  at the sam e  

t im e . Ron, a large  chunky boy, often tr ied  to join  them  in th e ir  gam e, 

but u su a lly  he w as rebuffed in h is  attem pt. On the other hand Ted, who 

did not attend the pool h a ll too regu larly , w as a lw ays w e lco m e. A fter  

five  to s ix  w eek s of ob servation , contact had been e sta b lish ed  with the 

group m em b ers  and m o st of them  knew the o b se rv e r 's  nam e and would  

rea d ily  speak to him  upon see in g  him .

One night the o b serv er  attended a lo ca l high school football gam e  

and noticing the group, sat down d irec tly  behind them . During the 

f ir s t  part of the gam e, P e te  n oticed  the o b serv er  and ask ed  h im  to  

jo in  them . Soon the o b serv er  w as invited  to jo in  the boys in th eir
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snooker gam es and w as in v ited  to  go for  cok es before they went hom e in  

the even ing. Then when they m entioned  that G eorge w as on the high  

sch ool b asketball team  and Ted a ls o , the ob serv er  m entioned that he 

would lik e  to  see  them  p lay  so m etim e. The boys said  that he should  

com e to  som e of the hom e bask etb a ll g a m es. Within two m onths a fter  

the start of observation  the o b serv er  had ach ieved  strong rapport with  

a ll hard co re  group m em b ers.

P ete  w as one of the f ir s t  group m em b ers  identified . He usually  

cam e to the pool h a ll w ith Ray and G ene. U su ally  la ter  in the evening  

G eorge would a p p e a r --so m e tim e s  w ith C ec il or Ted. Ron usu a lly  cam e  

in  by h im se lf  and rem ained  on the fr in g e s  of group activ ity . The group's  

range of a c t iv it ie s  included playing snooker togeth er, going to high  

sch oo l basketball g a m es, playing touch football on Saturday and Sunday 

afternoon s and ju st being togeth er . None of the boys dated regu larly , 

and when one did he w as soon dropped from  the group. Such w as the 

c a se  of Ted. In the in itia l s ta g es  he w as a frequent group m em b er.

But when he began to  have dates on F rid ay  and Saturday night he could  

not partic ip ate in group a c t iv it ie s  and soon w as not contacted  for Saturday 

and Sunday afternoon football g a m es.

The h igh est status p o sition  in the group w as occupied  by P ete .

P ete  perform ed  w e ll in a ll  the a c t iv it ie s  of the group, w hether th is  

w as basketb all, football, or shooting snooker. He w as a B+ student 

in  high sch ool, but did not p artic ip ate  in  a la rg e  num ber of school 

a c t iv it ie s  though he w as w e ll known to  h is  c la ssm a te s . P e te  w as a
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frien d ly  boy and ra re ly  e x e r c ise d  negative sanctions tow ard any of the 

other m em b ers.

The second status p o sitio n  w as held  by Gene. Gene w as P e te 's  

cousin  but p h y sica lly  and tem p eram en ta lly  they w ere quite d ifferent. 

W hereas P ete  w as spontaneous, so m etim es  b o isterou s and open in h is  

in terp erson a l re la tio n s. Gene rem ain ed  reserv ed . Gene u su a lly  

backed P e te 's  in itia tiv es  and urged  the other m em b ers to fo llow  P e te 's  

su ggestion s.

C lo se ly  tied  in third and fourth p o sitio n s w ere  C ecil and G rover. 

During the e a r ly  period  of ob servation  C ecil held h igher status than 

G rover, who w as at that tim e dating stead ily . H ow ever, near the end 

of the school y ea r , G rover and h is  g ir l fr iend  broke up thus enabling  

him  to spend g rea ter  tim e with the group. A lso  C ecil becam e in te r 

ested  in a g ir l and saw h is  p o sitio n  s lip  below that of G rover 's .

In the fifth and bottom  p o sitio n  of the hard core w as Ray. Ray 

w as one of the m ost regu lar group m em b ers and participated  in  a ll  of 

the a c tiv itie s; yet h is  su ggestio n s for  th ings to do and p la ce s  to  go w ere  

ra re ly  taken. If they w ere , they f ir s t  had to be endorsed and taken  

over by a h igher status m em b er b efore  the group acted  on them . N ever- 

the le s s ,  th ere  w as not a grea t deal of so c ia l d istan ce betw een th ese  

five boys and few  in stan ces of derogation  and none of p h y sica l p u n ish 

m ent w ere  ev er  recorded  by the o b serv er .

The sixth group m em b er who w as a considerab le  d istan ce  below  

Ray w as Ron. Ron w as excluded  from  m any of the group's a c t iv it ie s .
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He seem ed  to  be contacted  only when no one e ls e  w as ava ilab le  and 

another p erso n  w a s needed. He a lw ays p e ste re d  the group m em b ers  

to  c a ll h im , but only P ete  showed m uch in ter e st  in  h im .

In addition to  th ese  s ix  b oys, G eorge and Ted o cca sio n a lly  in te r 

acted  w ith the group, but b ecau se  of other a c t iv it ie s  such as basketb all 

and g ir ls ,  they w ere  not regu lar nor frequent group m em b ers; c o n se 

quently th eir  sta tu s w ithin the group w as som ew hat m ore  d ifficu lt to 

p red ict w ith re lia b le  a ccu racy . They u su a lly  fe l l  som ew h ere in the 

m iddle ranges; although the a ctiv ity  the group w as engaging in  at the 

tim e p layed  a la r g e r  ro le  in determ ining the sta tu s they held  than it did  

for  the regu lar m em b ers.

B eca u se  of the f la tn e ss  of status p o sitio n s am ong group m em b ers, 

the o b serv er  had g rea ter  d ifficu lty  in re lia b ly  a scer ta in in g  statu s p o s i

tion s fo r  the group. Ron w a s, of co u rse , e a s ily  seen  in the bottom  

position . P ete  and Gene w ere  c lo se  to the top p osition . C ec il, Ray and 

G rover w ere  c lo se  in the m iddle a r ea s . R on's p o sitio n  stood out b ecau se  

of the grea t d ea l of derogation  he rece iv ed . R ay's p osition  becam e in 

crea s in g ly  d iscern ib le ; a s  the ob serv er  noted that h is  su g g estio n s w ere  

n ever acted  upon un til they w ere  endorsed  by a h igh er status m em b er, 

u sually  P ete .

Rank co rre la tio n  betw een the independent o b serv er  and the regu lar  

o b serv er  are  p resen ted  in  T able II. U nfortunately, in  th is  in sta n ce , 

only fiv e  of the s ix  hard core  m em b ers a re  p resen t. Owing to  th is  fact, 

h ow ever, ranking w as som ew hat e a s ie r  w ith a co rre la tio n  of 1. 00 being



65 

Table H

Spearm an Rank C orrela tion s for Status and 
S ociom etric  C h oices M easu rem en ts  

for  Group II

O bserved Status 
with rho n Probability

Independent
O bservation 1, 00 5 < .0 1

E ffective
Initiation ,9 2 8 6 < ,0 5

P opularity . 898 6 < .  05

Fighting .7 8 0 6 ^ . 05

N ote. - -  Source: Appendix B,

ach ieved  betw een the two m e a su r es . Status in  th is  group with its  

a c tiv it ie s  la r g e ly  being le isu r e  tim e and so c ia lly  accep tab le  w as strongly  

affected  by the m em b er 's  popularity standing w ithin the group. Though 

P ete  and Gene w ere d ifficu lt for the o b serv er  to rank on the b a s is  of 

e ffectiv e  in itia tive  and the a llied  m e a su r es  of derogation  and sanction, 

a n a ly s is  of so c io m etr ic  m a ter ia l shows how popularity can in th is  in 

stance grea tly  a ffect the lea d ersh ip  d im en sion . S ociom etric  ch o ices  

a lso  rea ffirm ed  the con sid erab le  so c ia l d istan ce  betw een Ron, the 

bottom  p osition  m an, and other m em b ers  of the group. Only one m e m 

ber of the group ch ose  h im  in any of the th ree  d im en sion s of the
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so c io m etr ic  instrum ent. T h is w as C ecil, and the d im ension  w as fig h t

ing ab ility , a re la t iv e ly  unim portant d im en sion  in  th is  group w here  

p h ysica l abuse or enforcem ent of an ind iv idu al's prerogative w as ra re ly  

record ed . Such a b ilit ie s  or a s s e t s  a s popularity , having a ca r , being  

a good a th lete , or having good id eas contributed h eav ily  to the status a 

m em b er held  w ithin th is  group.

N orm s and Common A ctiv it ie s  

C entral a c t iv it ie s  of Group II w ere  m ain ly  recrea tio n a l. M em 

b ers  w ere  v ery  in terested  in both participant and spectator sp orts. 

During the m any o b serv a tio n s, long co n v ersa tio n s w ere  reported  

w here m em b ers d isc u sse d  var iou s high sch ool and co lleg e  football 

tea m s operating in the area . During the footb all sea so n  the group  

played touch football on Saturday and Sunday afternoon s a lm o st ev ery  

w eek. With the advent of basketb all sea so n  group a c tiv it ie s  sh ifted  to  

attending the high school basketball gam es and playing basketball in  

one of the c ity 's  r ecrea tio n a l c en ters . The basketball s e s s io n s , lik e  

the football s e s s io n s , w ere  u su ally  on Saturday and Sunday afternoon s. 

Then on the w eek -en d  and Thursday night, the group w ould u su a lly  

appear in the pool h a ll w here they would shoot sev e r a l gam es of 

snooker, jump into P e te 's , R ay's or G ene's car and drive to one of 

two or th ree  restau ran ts in  the area . T here they w ould drink a coke  

or tw o, spend an hour talking about a th le t ic s , g ir ls  and c a r s  and would  

u su a lly  be hom e by m idnight. M ore than anything e ls e  the group's
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a ctiv ity  seem ed  cen tered  around ju st being togeth er and enjoying each  

o th er 's  com pany.

S evera l of the group m em b ers w ere  a ls o  a c tive  in organized  high  

sch ool and c ity  a th letic  p rogram s. P ete  p layed on the high sch ool b a se 

b a ll team  and a lso  the A m erican  L egion team  a s  did Ray, but during the 

year  they did not play baseball; so th ey  would have m ore tim e to  be w ith  

the group. Gene had been on the high sch oo l b asketb all team  h is  junior  

y ea r , but th is y ea r , h is  sen ior  y ea r , he d ec lin ed  to p lay sin ce  it r e 

quired too m uch of h is  tim e. Being a m em b er  of the high sch ool b a sk et

b a ll team  m ade it d ifficu lt for a p erson  to  a ls o  be a m em b er in good  

standing with th is  group. Such w as the situation  of Ted, G eorge and 

Wayne who w ere  o ccasion a l m em b ers w hen they w ere  not away playing  

b asketb all or in training.

The second im portant and n oticeab le  norm  of the group w as that 

concerning a ca d em ics . A ll the hard core  group m em b ers w ere  B+ or 

b etter  students and had plans to go to  c o lle g e . Only G eorge, a fr in ge  

m em b er, had lit t le  in terest in sch oo l, and he w as c r it ic iz e d  by sev e r a l  

group m em b ers for h is  fa ilu re  to m ake good grad es. During four d if

feren t ob servation s the o b server  noted group m em b ers c r it ic iz in g  

G eorge for  making a "D" in E nglish  during the f ir s t  8 -w eek  term . A ll 

the group m em b ers w ere taking co lleg e  preparatory  c la s s e s ,  and a s  a 

rule the group did not have any a c t iv it ie s  on M onday, T uesday, W ednesday  

or Thursday night; so there would be no d istra ctio n  from  study tim e.

The fo llow -up  study done on th is  group two y e a rs  la ter  showed the
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p e r s is te n c e  of th is  norm  concern in g  the im p ortance of a ca d em ics  in  

c o lle g e . A ll group m em b ers  w ith the excep tion  of Ray w ere s t i l l  in  

co lleg e  at th is  t im e . The group w a s s t i l l  functioning a s  a so c ia l group. 

Only Gene w as no longer a c tiv e  s in ce  he had gone to  a d ifferent co lleg e  

from  the r e s t  of the group.

The group did not date or attend p a r tie s  togeth er and u su a lly  

tea sed  any m em b er who w as reg u la r ly  dating. A s m entioned e a r lie r , 

Ted with h is  p artic ip ation  in high sch oo l b ask etb a ll and dating e v en 

tu a lly  dropped from  the group. Much the sam e situation occu rred  

with C ecil in the la te r  s ta g es  of the group ob servation  when he lo s t  h is  

status p osition  to G rover when C ec il began to date frequently . P r io r  

to th is  tim e G rover had a steady g ir l fr iend  but when he abandoned h er , 

he spent m o st of h is  tim e with the group. Gene a lso  d iscontinued dating 

a steady g ir l friend; so  that he too w ould not be d istra cted  by th is  d is 

in tere st . By and la rg e  the m em b ers seem ed  to be m ore in tere sted  in  

spending th eir  tim e  shooting snooker, p artic ip ating  in sp orts  and ju st  

being togeth er rather than being with g ir ls .  R ela tion s w ith g ir ls  w ere  

m in im ized  and joking about sexu a l to p ics  w as not frequent. No co n v er 

sations w ere  record ed  of planning or anticipatin g  m a rr ia g e . F or  Group 

II anything but o cca s io n a l dating w ent a g a in st the n orm s of the group and 

ham pered p artic ip ation  on the part of the m em b er s .

M ost of the group m em b ers had few  c o n flic ts  w ith a u th o r ities , 

including parents, p o lice  and sch oo l o ff ic ia ls . Two fr in ge  m em b ers,

Ted and G eorge, did have d isa g reem en ts  w ith th eir  parents on how
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m any n ights a w eek  they should spend out and what tim e they should  

get in. G eorge's  parents a lso  asked  h im  not to  go to  the pool hall. 

H ow ever, the fact that the r e s t  of the group w as th ere  led  him  to get 

h is  paren ts to  change their m ind. With a l l  the other m em b ers there  

w ere  no record ed  co n flic ts  w ith parents or p o lice  or sch ool officia ls;  

although P ete  and Gene had m entioned that th eir  p aren ts did not know 

a ll that they did, and that it w as b est they did not find out.

The only known ille g a l ac tiv ity  that Group II partic ip ated  in w as  

obtaining b eer  ille g a lly . M em bers of th is  group and a ll groups in th is  

study w ere m in o rs . P o s s e s s io n  or buying any a lco h o lic  beverage w as  

i l le g a l. H ow ever, lik e  the m em b ers of Group I th ey  w ere  aw are of 

s ite s  both w ithin the town and in rural a r ea s  w here they could purchase  

b eer ille g a lly . It w as record ed  that the m em b ers did drink beer; how 

e v er , consum ption w as lim ited  to two or th ree  g la s s e s  even though the 

boys often talked of wanting to get drunk. When they did drink it w as  

not e x c e s s iv e ly , and they seem  to be experim en ting  rather than being  

fa m ilia r  w ith the activ ity .

T here w ere  two m em b ers of the group with standardized n ickn am es. 

Both w ere upper status: P ete  had been g iven  the nam e, "Betty, " in

junior high, and the group m em b ers s t i l l  u sed  it. G ene, the one group  

m em b er who attended church regu larly  and taught a Sunday School 

c la s s ,  w as often ca lled , fondly, "P reacher"  by the other m em b ers. 

Standardization of the nicknam e w as to such an exten t that he did not 

view  th is  a s  tea sin g .
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It should be noted that the n ea r -b y  co lleg e  served  a s  a strong  

referen ce  for th ese  ind iv iduals. T hey wanted to know what co lleg e  

students did and they a ll planned to go to c o lle g e . Their d r e ss  w as  

s im ila r  to co lleg e  stu d en ts' and u su a lly  co n sisted  of lo a fe r s , wheat 

jean s, Ivy League sh ir ts  and sw ea ter s . Much of th is clothing w as  

bought at s to r e s  near the co lleg e  that ca ter  to co lleg e  students.

In sum m ary, the d egree  of deviancy of th is  group w ith resp ect  

to c r it ic a l norm s of so c ie ty  w as sm a ll. They had apparently n ever  

been involved  with the p o lice , had fa ir ly  good rela tio n s w ith parents, 

and had done w e ll in school. Drinking beer  o cca sio n a lly  w as the extent 

of known m isd em ea n o rs. M ost of the boys had ca rs  or a c c e s s  to  them  

but did not spend a great deal of tim e  tinkering with them , or a n t ic i

pating buying a m ore d esired  autom obile. None of the group m em b ers  

dated v ery  m u ch --th is  w as view ed  a s  a disturbance and hinderance by 

the m em b ers. The group seem ed  to provide for the m em b ers an a s s o 

ciation  of lik e-m in d ed  ind iv idu als, w hose com pany each enjoyed and a 

source of identification  and sta b ility  in the gen era l ad o lescen t w orld.

R oles and P erso n a l C h a ra cter is tic s

In Group 11, a s  in any group, the popularity a m em b er enjoys, 

the p osition  he holds in status h iera rch y , and the d egree to  which he 

ad h eres to the norm s of the group is  a function of sev e r a l fa c to rs .

In te r m s  of p h ysica l c h a r a c te r is t ic s , P e te , the h igh est status m em b er  

and m o st popular individual, w as only average. H is height w as about
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5 '11 ", and he w eighed about 150 pounds and had b row n ish -red  h a ir . On 

occa sio n  he w as ca lled  "Betty" by h is  fe llo w  group m em b ers. T his  

nicknam e started  back in junior high sch ool and now appeared a s  an 

in stitu tion a lized  product of the group.

P ete  in the group serv ed  a ro le  a s  provider and organ izer  m ost  

of the tim e. He owned an old  gray  F ord  w hich serv ed  a s  a m ajor m eans  

of transportation  for the group. He seem ed  to perform  w e ll in a ll 

th ings the group con sid ered  im portant (snook er, basketb all, football, 

b a seb a ll and school w ork). Thus in  te r m s  of the m ajor a c tiv it ie s  of 

the group and the n orm s w hich apply to th ese  a c t iv it ie s , P ete  w as quite 

su ccessfu l.

He w as a re la tiv e ly  quiet p erso n  but when he talked the m em b ers  

u sually  follow ed h is  lead . He did v ery  lit t le  or no dating and seld om  

m entioned g ir ls  in con versation , P ete  seem ed  to m aintain  h is  le a d e r 

ship by v irtue of h is  popularity, h is  dependability , and h is  a b ility  to 

com e up with good id ea s in fun th in gs for the group to engage in . T hese  

in terestin g  th ings, how ever for th is  group, gen era lly  fa ll w ith in  the 

latitude of accepted  behavior in te r m s  of the la rg er  adult so c ie ty .

P ete  had alw ays liv ed  in th is  town. H is father w as a c iv il  ser v ic e  

em ployee. H is hom e w as the n ic e s t  of a ll the group m em b ers and w as  

a brick  structure that w as evaluated  from  $15, 000 to $20, 000. P ete  

and h is  fam ily  w ere m em b ers of a fundam entalist P rotestan t church, 

and h is  m other and father w ere  both v ery  active  in the church. A l

though P ete usually  attended church, it did not hbld an im portant p osition
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in h is  l if e . Unlike h is  cou sin . G ene, when ask ed  to  take a Sunday School 

c la s s  and teach  it, P ete  refu sed . P ete  had four sib lin gs: an older  

brother and s is t e r  and a younger brother and s is te r .

He, until the spring of h is  sen ior  y ea r , had h eld  a job at a nearby  

ca fe ter ia  for two y e a r s . T h is job provided h im  m oney to u se  in the 

group's a c t iv it ie s . P ete  did w e ll in h is  sch oo l w ork. He m ade far  

above the average  on the c o lle g e  p lacem ent exam , planned to attend  

co lleg e  and com plete  a law  d eg ree .

Gene, P e te 's  cou sin , w a s the second h ig h est status m em ber of 

the group. He w as p h y sica lly  la r g e r  than P e te , being about 6' ta ll and 

w eighing 175 pounds and had dark brown hair that w a s a lw ays neatly  

com bed. Gene w as reco g n ized  a s  being the "tough guy" of the group.

He had a tem p er , and it often show ed. O th erw ise  he w as a fa ir ly  quiet 

p erson  outside of the group, but w hile  with the m em b ers  he w as m uch  

m ore verb a l. Gene a lso  serv ed  a s  a p rovid er of transportation  with  

h is  1956 b lack  and white P on tiac and organ ized  a c t iv it ie s  but not to a 

degree that P e te  did. M ore often than not it w as Gene who pushed  

P e te 's  d e c is io n s  and saw that th ey  w ere  a g reed  to and ca rr ied  out.

Gene w as not a lw ays the m o st regu lar group m em b er . He "broke- 

up" with h is  g ir l fr ien d  tow ard the end of the ob servation  period . He 

had been dating h er  stead ily  for  about a yea r . The rea so n  they "broke- 

u p " --h e wanted to  "run around w ith the guys. " Gene perform ed  w e ll 

in basketb all and football but did p oorly  in snooker. T his w as often a 

point of em b a rrassm en t for him ; yet m em b ers  did not te a se  him  about
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th is  inadequacy. He m ade good grad es but not a s  high a s  m ost of the 

other group m e m b er s .

Gene w ent to  barber co lleg e  la s t  sum m er and w orked two hou rs  

e v ery  day a fter  sch oo l and on Saturdays in a shop in town. Of a ll  

group m em b ers . Gene w as m o st com m itted  to  church doctrine and 

a c t iv it ie s . He taught a Sunday School c la s s  of 11 y e a r -o ld  boys. At 

t im e s  he w as r e fe r r e d  to a s  "P reach er, " y e t, he, lik e  the other group  

m em b ers , lik ed  to  boast of buying beer  and ta lked  of getting drunk. 

When b eer  w as a v a ila b le . Gene did not h e s ita te  to  show that he w as a 

good group m em b er  by drinking with the other m em b ers.

G ene's hom e w as le s s  exp ensive than P e te 's . It w as evaluated  at 

l e s s  than $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 . H is father w orked a s  a c ity  em p loyee . Gene had  

one sib lin g , a s is t e r  in junior high. He, lik e  the other group m em b ers , 

planned to attend the co lleg e  in the town. Though at the tim e of the 

observation  Gene had stated  that he planned to  pursue a b a ch elors d e 

g ree  in b u s in ess , in a la ter  fo llow -up  study, it w as learn ed  that he had  

gone to a n ea r -b y  re lig io u s  denom inational sch oo l w ith the intention of 

becom ing a m in is te r . The old group m em b ers  fe lt  that th is  w as quite 

a joke, but P e te  in s is te d  that Gene w as v ery  se r io u s  about th is  future  

vocation.

C ecil, along w ith G rover, w as the th ird  h ig h est status m em b er  

of the group. He w a s ta ll  and slen der and had long brown hair  cut in a 

fash ion  that w as v e r y  popular with co lleg e  studen ts. C e c il's  p e r fo r 

m ance in  the group 's a c t iv it ie s  w as n eith er  good nor bad re la tiv e  to
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that of the other m em b ers but w as steady and dependable. In the la ter  

sta g es  of th is study C ec il b ecam e a m uch l e s s  dependable group m em 

ber when he began to date reg u la r ly  one g ir l. T his brought a drop in  

h is  statu s, and C ecil w as conseq uently  not included in the group's a c 

t iv it ie s . Severa l of the group m em b ers m ade derogatory  rem ark s about 

C e c il's  attachm ent to the g ir l.

C ec il's  father w as a sm a ll b u sin ess  m an and h is  m oth er, a h o u se 

w ife . H is hom e w as a b r ick  stru ctu re that w as e stim a ted  at a value of 

approxim ately  $ 1 2 ,000 . C ec il had two older b ro th ers, one younger 

brother and a younger s is te r .

C ecil, like m ost of the other group m em b ers, w a s a good student 

and seem ed  to be m ore se r io u s  than m o st of the fe llo w s  in the group.

He planned to study engin eerin g  at the co lleg e . He a lso  had a part tim e  

job, working for the lo c a l new sp aper on the w eek -en d s and a fter  school.

G rover w as the other m iddle status position  m em b er  and w hose  

standing shifted with C ecil la te  in the study. G rover r a re ly  in itiated  

any a ctiv ity  in the group but could be counted upon to p artic ip ate  with  

enthusiasm . Sm aller than P e te , Gene or C ecil, he p erform ed  w e ll in  

basketb all but poorly  in snooker. P erform ance in som e of th ese  a c t iv i

t ie s  often w as not n early  so  im portant a s  being dependable and ap p ear

ing to be s im ila r  to other m em b er s . E arly  in the study G rover w as  

dating a g ir l regu larly  but term in ated  th is. T his action  seem ed  to have 

prom pted h is  sudden and regu lar a sso c ia tio n  w ith the group. He served  

a s  a provider of transportation  at t im es  in h is  1957 C hevrolet.
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G rover's  father w as a fa r m e r , and la te r  c iv il  s e r v ic e . He liv ed  

in  a r e la t iv e ly  new w ood -fram e hou se that w as evaluated  betw een  $10, 000 

and $12, 000.

G rover w as a strong student. At the end of the f ir s t  s e m e s te r  in 

h is  sen ior  y ea r  in high sch oo l he m ade 5 A 's  and 1 B, He planned to go 

to  co lleg e  the next fa ll , and w a s in terested  in b u sin ess .

Ray w as one of the lo w er  statu s m em b ers of the group. About 

the s ize  of G rover, he w as 5'8" and w eighed about 140 pounds. Ray 

w as u su a lly  the butt of the grou p 's jo k es . H is perform ance in football 

and b aseb a ll w a s good but fa ir  in  basketb all and variab le  in snooker.

When he did w e ll, he w as often la b e led  "lucky" by the other m em b ers.

In one in teraction  se s s io n  when the group had gone bow ling, Ray w as  

perform ing unusually w e ll. He and P ete  w ere  leadin g the r e s t  of the 

group m em b ers. F in a lly  it b ecam e a p erson a l con test betw een  P ete  

and Ray a s  to  who would obtain the top sco r e . In th is  situation  the 

o b serv er  and the independent o b serv er , who w as a ls o  p resen t, stated  

that Ray w as bowling a d ecid ed ly  b etter gam e yet began to fa lte r  when  

the r e s t  of the group m em b ers began to te a se  h im  about being lucky.

By the end of the evening R ay's sk ill had s lid  until he w as m aking the 

lo w est s c o r e s  of a ll the m em b ers  of the group.

Many t im e s  Ray m ade su g g estio n s that w ere  not acted  upon.

The other m em b ers seem ed  not to  hear h is  su ggestion s and w ent on; 

y et often P ete  or Gene m ade the sam e su ggestion  a few  m in u tes la ter , 

and the group soon follow ed it. N e v e r th e le ss , Ray w as an outgoing
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p erso n  who w as e a sy  to  get to know. He w a s one of the f ir s t  contacts  

m ade with the group. Ray depended u su a lly  upon P ete  for tra n sp o rta 

tion  and, at t im e s , a ls o  Gene, G rover and C ecil. Once in a w hile  he 

would drive h is  p a ren ts' 1956 blue and w hite P lym outh. He dated v e ry  

lit t le  or none, but ta lk ed  of g ir ls  he had dated. Ray w as not d is lik ed  by 

the other m em b ers of the group or le ft  out in  th eir  a c t iv it ie s . In fa c t, 

he along with P e te , w as one of the m o st regu lar  m em b ers. He seem ed  

not aw are or d istu rb ed  by h is  status re la tiv e  to  the other m em b ers.

R ay's hom e environm ent in som e w ays w as m o re  p e r m iss iv e  

than that of the other m e m b er s . He w as a llow ed  to cu rse  and drink  

beer w hile at hom e. Although he had th is  freed om  that the other m e m 

b ers  did not, h is  p a ren ts did not approve of h is  drinking e lsew h ere  

and in s is te d  that he be in by m idnight. N eith er  he nor h is  parents  

attended church. H is father w as an em ployee of the n ea r-b y  c o lle g e .

He had two s is t e r s ,  one o ld er , one younger and a younger brother.

H is h ou se, not too far from  G en e's, w as a w hite wood fram e structu re  

and estim ated  about $7, 000 to $9, 000.

Ray w as a good student and seem ed  m ore  outwardly concerned  

with h is  stud ies than any other m em b ers of the group. Some of the 

m em b ers said  that Ray w as quite a "grind, " They sa id  that he studied  

r ig o ro u sly  ev ery  w eek  night. He had rem ark ed  w hen asked  about h is  

stud ies that he m ade a ll  A 's  the f ir s t  s e m e s te r  of h is  sen ior  yea r . H e, 

too, planned to go to  c o lle g e  the next fa ll  and lik e  som e of the o th ers , 

study b u sin ess . He sa id  that he w as p r e se n tly  saving m oney for c o lle g e
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next y ea r  and w orked w eek -en d s at the c o lle g e  in one of the acad em ic  

d epartm en t8. In a fo llow -u p  study conducted two y e a r s  la ter  Ray w as  

the only regu lar group m em b er  who w as no lon ger  in co lleg e . He s t i l l  

r es id e d  in  the town and had a job. He fa iled  to  m ake adequate grad es  

to  stay  in  sch ool.

Ron w as the sixth and fin a l m em b er of the hard co re  of the group. 

L e s s  w a s  known about Ron and h is  in teraction  w ith the group b ecau se  he 

w as so often excluded from  cer ta in  a c t iv it ie s . Much of th is  rejec tio n  

w as re la ted  to personadity c h a r a c te r is t ic s  of Ron, He w as loud, b o is 

tero u s  and often overbearing tow ard the other m em b ers. The only tim e  

any p h y sica l sanctions w ere  seen  m eted  out by the m em b ers tow ard  

other m em b ers  or any one e ls e  for that m a tter , w as toward Ron. He 

rep ea ted ly  irr ita ted  other m em b ers by ask ing  for r id es , loan s of 

m on ey, and c r it ic iz e d  the m em b ers for leav in g  h im  out of the a c t iv it ie s .

R on's father w as a sm a ll b u sin ess  m an and had an eight room  

b rick  hom e evaluated at around $18, 000. Ron did not have a car or 

a c c e s s  to one; although he did have a d r iv e r 's  lic e n s e . He had no other  

b roth ers or s is t e r s .

Ron w as a B+ student a t the high sch oo l and a ls o  planned to  attend  

c o lle g e  in the fa ll. He did not hold a p a r t-tim e  job and depended upon 

h is  p aren ts to  finance h is  education. He planned to  m ajor in a g en era l 

l ib e r a l a r ts  and s c ie n c e s  curricu lum .

Group H istory
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In term s of group h is to ry , som e of the group m em b ers have  

known each other sin ce  grade school days and oth ers have becom e  

acquainted only sin ce  junior high. The group a s  a so c ia l entity has  

only seem  to com e into being within the la s t  th ree  y e a rs . T his w as  

the tim e when m o st of the boys entered  high sch ool.

A s far as any pu b lic ity , favorable or unfavorable, g o es  co n cern 

ing the group and its  m e m b e r s , none w as noted by the o b serv er . A ll 

hard core  m em b ers w e re  sen io rs  in high sch ool and sev era l w ere  on 

the honor ro ll during the study. This w as a group that because of the 

nature of its  a c tiv it ie s , few  people would b ecom e aw are of them . 

N e v er th e le ss  it had con sid erab le  m eaning for the boys. Much of th eir  

tim e w as spent in in teractin g  with other m em b ers . M ajor a c t iv it ie s  

seem ed  to be cen tered  around doing enjoyable th ings togeth er , and 

o cca sio n a lly  drinking b eer  seem ed  to be the only group a ctiv ity  that 

would bring the group to the attention of the p o lice . T his happened so  

seld om  and to such a slight d egree, that the situation  n ever occu rred .

Group 111

Group 111, lik e Group 11, w as in the m idd le socioecon om ic  le v e l. 

The ob server  used  the sam e in itia l s ite  of in teraction , the pool h a ll 

near the co lleg e , to  f ir s t  pinpoint the group. T his group w as located  

from  a c lu ster  of 15 to 20 boys who ranged in  age from  14 to 16, 

T here w as som e contact betw een Group 111 and Groups 1 and 11; how 

e v er , it w as not a s  grea t a s  the contact betw een Group 1 and 11. A fter  

s ix  w eek s, and by the 18th report, rapport w as estab lish ed  with a l l
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hard co re  group m em b ers of th is  group.

N one of the m em b ers had autom obiles but se v e r a l did have sm all 

m o to rc y c le s  that they rode to  sch ool and such in tera ctio n  s ite s  a s  the 

pool h a ll. Like the other tw o groups, they often u sed  a pool h a ll a s  a 

place  to  m eet and plan la ter  a c t iv it ie s . But, lik e  Group II, they n ever  

en tered  the two pool h a lls  w h ere  Group I frequented  and p referred  the 

l e s s  ex p en sive  of the two h a lls  near the c o lle g e . The m ain  a c tiv it ie s  

of the group w ere: shooting snooker together; attending parties; going 

to  m o v ie s  and sitting in one of the nearby resta u ra n ts  and ju st talking. 

O bservations w ere  a lso  m ade of th is  group w ith in  th eir  school setting  

w here it  w as found that the group m em b ers tended to in teract with each  

other in  th is  form al setting a s  they did in the in form al situations.

When p o ss ib le  they took the sam e c la s s e s  togeth er  and a lw ays sat to 

gether during lunch p eriod s and would often m e e t in  the h a lls  betw een  

c la s s e s .  O ccasion ally  g ir ls  accom panied  the boys in som e a c tiv it ie s ,  

but none w ere  m em b ers.

One of the m o st strik ing th ings about th is  group w as the m e m 

b e r s ' h a ircu ts  and the co lor  of the hair . The ind ividual f ir s t  noted by 

the o b serv er  w as the h ig h est status m an, B illy , who w ore h is  hair long  

in a m od ified  "beatle" cut and kept it  b leached  a  dark blond. S im ilar  

to  B illy  w as Cotton. Both Pat and Bobby had th e ir  ha ir  in "beatle" cuts  

and b leached  blond, yet n e ith er  th eir  hair nor th e ir  d r e ss  w as a s  ex trem e  

a s  that of B illy 's . The fifth  group m em b er , Leon w as the la s t  h ard 

co re  m em b er identified . Much of the d ifficu lty  in identifying Leon w as
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that he did not conform  to  the norm  of h a ircu ts  of the other group m e m 

b e r s .

In a typ ica l in teraction  s e s s io n  m o st con versa tion  w as d irected  

e ith er  to  B illy  or Pat. B illy  m ade m o st of the su g g estio n s, and they  

w ere  seld om  challenged  by other group m em b ers. P a t's  su g g estio n s , 

h ow ever, w ere  often ch allenged  by Cotton, who w as v ery  c lo s e  in status  

to P at. In fa c t, P a t's  su c c e ss fu l in it ia tiv e s  seem ed  c lo se ly  re la ted  to  

the follow ing he had with Bobby and Leon. Cotton did not have th is  

support. In som e in sta n ces  he would not go along with the group d e c i

s io n s  and launch an activ ity  on h is  own; h ow ever, the other two m e m 

b e r s , Bobby and Leon, w ould u su a lly  fo llow  the in itia tiv es  of B illy  and 

P at, in that order. When th ere  w as a co n flic t betw een B illy  and Pat, 

Cotton a lm o st a lw ays took B illy 's  side. T his w as su ffic ien t to swing  

group opinion in that d irection .

Status in th is  group w as cer ta in ly  not rela ted  to  p h y sica l s iz e  

alone. B illy  and L eon w ere  the two sm a lle s t  m em b ers, both about 

5'8"; how ever, B illy  stood at the top and Leon at the bottom  on the 

status h iera rch y , Bobby w as the la r g e s t  boy, about 6'3". P at and 

Cotton w ere  both about 6' ta ll.

Through ob servation  it w as e a s ie s t  in  th is  group to  a sc e r ta in  the 

top status p osition , h ow ever, the two lieu ten ant p o sitio n s w ere  v ery  

c lo se  betw een Cotton and Pat. T here w ere  o cca sio n a l fig h ts  betw een  

th ese  two boys; how ever, each d iffered  in h is  rela tion  to Bobby and 

Leon. Pat w as u su a lly  ab le  through v erb a l m ean s to persu ad e Bobby
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. and Leon to h is  view point, w h ereas Cotton u sed  p h ysica l fo rce  to  ach ieve  

the sam e ends.

Table lU

Spearm an Rank C orre la tion s for  Status and 
S ociom etric  C h oices M easurem en ts  

for Group III

O bserved Status 
with rho n P rob ab ility

Independent
O bservation . 800 5 > .0 5

E ffective
Initiation . 822 5 > .  05

Popularity 1. 00 5 ^ . 0 1

F  ighting . 900 5 < .  05

N ote, - -  Source: Appendix C.

Table III p resen ts  data on the stru ctu ra l c h a r a c te r is t ic s  of the 

group. In th is group only two m e a su r e s , popularity and fighting c o r r e 

la ted  sign ifican tly  with status a scer ta in ed  by the regu lar o b serv er . 

P art of th is m ay be accounted for by a sm a ller  n, five  in th is  c a se  

w h ile  other groups had six . H ow ever, th is  a ls o  seem s to in d icate  a s  

did ob servation s that the group w as not tigh tly  organized  and r o le s  and 

n orm s w ere  l e s s  sta b ilized  than the other th ree  groups in the study.

In term s of e x c lu s iv e n e ss  of m em b ersh ip  or d egree of c lo su re



82

in  sy ste m . Group III w as fa ir ly  open. Not only w ere  there fiv e  or s ix  

fr in ge  m em b ers who partic ip ated  in the group a c t iv it ie s , but a lso  m o st  

of the group had other fr ien d s that they would o cca sio n a lly  be w ith  

rather than the group. F rom  such data it w ould appear that the group  

w as in  an early  stage of developm ent or m ay have been ju st a l e s s  c o 

h e s iv e  group.

N orm s and Common A c tiv it ie s  

A ctiv itie s  of the group cen tered  around a th le t ic s  and being to 

geth er . B illy , Cotton and Bobby a ll p layed junior high a th le tic s .

Leon and Pat had played footb all during the fa ll , but w ere no lon ger  

involved  in any sort of organ ized  school a th letic  program . By and 

la rg e  the other fringe m em b ers of the group a ls o  particip ated  in  the 

sch o o l's  a th letic  program . Though th is group w as not too c lo sed , it 

w as in terestin g  to note that a ll  the fringe m em b ers  cam e from  the 

sam e junior high. There w as another junior high in the town and two 

of the group m em b ers, Bobby and Cotton, liv e d  m uch c lo se r  to th is  

sch ool than the one they w ent to; how ever, th ey  had applied for tr a n s 

f e r s  to  th is school that the r e s t  of the group attended and had few  

fr ien d s  in the part of town they lived  in. Indeed, one of the n orm s  

of the group w as rejection  of students from  the other school. S tereo 

typ es had been form ed for th is  out-group and la b e ls  such a s  " s is s ie s"  

and "rich kids" w ere g iven  to the student who attended the other junior  

high. It should be noted, h ow ever, that th ese  stereo ty p es and la b e ls
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w ere  not r e s tr ic ted  to the u se  by the group m em b ers  a lon e, but w ere  

found to  be used  reg u la r ly  by m any of the students attending th is  

sch ool. Some of the stereotyp in g  in counterpart to  th ese  term s w ere  

found am ong students who attended the other sch ool.

A ll group m em b ers w ith the exception  of Leon often caused  

d istu rb an ces in the sch oo l. U su ally  th is  w as for rowdy conduct, but 

the b oys w ere  not adjudged sev e r e  d isc ip lin e  p rob lem s p articu larly  

s in ce  th eir  standing in th eir  c la s s e s  rem ained high. Though it did 

not appear a group norm  to  study a great d ea l, a l l  of the boys m ain 

tained "B" a v era g es .

M ore ser io u s  il le g a l a c t iv it ie s  usually  o ccu rred  in som e other  

context than the school. It u su a lly  involved buying and drinking beer. 

S evera l tim es  the group w a s ob served  with beer  in its  p o s se s s io n , and 

Cotton asked  the o b serv er  to  buy b eer  for him  m ore  than once. At le a s t  

in two in sta n ces , m ore than ju st the group m em b ers  w ere  involved and  

in th ese  s ituation s, the b eer-d rin k in g  occu rred  at a party at a g ir l's  

hou se. C ertain ly  it should be noted that the v is ib il i ty  of group a c tiv it ie s  

in the m iddle and upper c la s s  b ecom es l e s s  d iscern ib le  to  the o b serv er . 

T his i s  b ecause they do have a c c e s s  to individual h om es and private  

clubs w here observation  b eco m es m uch m ore  d ifficu lt. Subsequently  

m uch deviate behavior app ears to go undetected in  the m iddle and e s 

p ec ia lly  upper le v e ls  of so c ie ty .

In other ille g a l a c t iv it ie s , once Cotton in form ed  the o b serv er  

that P at and B illy  with two other boys that w ere  not group m em b ers
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had ren ted  a room  at a n ea r -b y  m o te l and planned to  have a party th ere . 

On o cca sio n  the boys w ould d rive ca rs  ille g a lly . Cotton w as known to  

have w reck ed  two m o to rc y c le s  speeding w ith in  the c ity  lim its . At 

t im e s  group m em b ers got into figh ts both w ith group m em b ers and 

n on -m em b ers; h ow ever, th ere  w ere  no known in sta n ces  of figh ts w h ere  

the en tire  m em b ersh ip  w a s  involved.

The ab ility  to  date g ir ls  and influence them  favorably  w as im 

portant in th is  group. Though none of the m em b ers  dated stead ily , 

g ir ls  w ere  a topic of con v ersa tio n  and w ere  rep ea ted ly  evaluated by 

the boys. E sp ec ia lly  im portant w as to have know ledge of and perhaps  

a c c e s s  to g ir ls  that would b estow  sexu al fa v o rs  to  the b oys. B illy ,

P at and Cotton w ere a ll  popular w ith g ir ls ; h ow ever, Leon and Bobby 

seem ed  quite shy around g ir ls .

By w ay of sum m ary it should be noted that the group w as not 

tigh tly  knit; yet there w ere  defin ite s tru ctu res  and n orm s. L o o sen ess  

of the group w as re flec ted  in the fact that often other ninth gra d ers  at 

the p articu lar  junior high w ere  included in a c t iv it ie s  w ith the group, 

and m any of the m em b ers a lso  had other fr ien d s  th ey  spent tim e w ith . 

A c tiv it ie s  seem ed  the consequence of the fa v o r ite  in teraction  s ite s  of 

the group. M em bers w ere  often in contact w ith c o lle g e  students. R e-  

su ltin g ly  the co lleg e  students serv ed  as  an im portant referen ce  group  

for  the m em b ers e sp e c ia lly  in m a tters  of d r e s s  and dating. It seem ed  

though that the influence of the co lleg e  did not extend into acad em ic  

sp h eres; consequently , only se le c t iv e  a sp e c ts  of the co lleg e  a s  a
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referen ce  group w ere used  by the boys.

R oles and P erso n a l C h a ra cter istic s  

B illy  w as the h igh est sta tu s m em ber of the group. During the 

p eriod  of observation  he w as 15 y e a rs  old. He w as about 5"8" ta ll and 

had long blond hair and often w ore  it in a "beatle cut. " H is father w as  

a m ech an ic  and h is  m other held  a s e m i-sk ille d  job . B illy 's  hom e w as 

lo ca ted  in a re la tiv e ly  new developm ent of m id d le -c la s s  h o m es. It's 

estim a ted  value w as around $8, 000. A chain lin k  fence en c lo sed  a 

w e ll-k ep t yard. B illy  w as m ature p h y sica lly  for h is  age and w as the 

b est a th lete  in the group.

B illy  had a sm a ll Japanese m o torcycle  that he rode to school and 

to  m e e t the boys at th eir favorite  in teraction  s ite s . He w as quite proud 

of it  and said  that h is  father taught him  to do m o st of the w ork on it 

h im se lf . B illy  a lso  m ade on the average  the b est grad es of a ll  the 

group m em b ers and w as p resid en t of the student council. He perform ed  

w e ll in a th le t ic s , and w as in ten se ly  com p etitive, both w ithin the group  

and in  gen era lized  settin gs and w a s captain of the foo tb a ll team  the p ast  

y ea r . It w as evident that he em p h asized  a th le tics  and re la tion sh ip s  

with fr ien d s and g ir ls  to  a g rea ter  extent than h is  sch ooling . Though 

B illy  did not get into m uch d isc ip lin a ry  trouble a t sch oo l or in  settin gs  

aw ay from  the school, he w as often one of the m o st daring m em b ers of 

the group. H is ab ility  to  avoid  troub le w as c lo se ly  re la ted  to  h is  verb al 

s k ills  and the lack  of su r lin e ss  in  h is  treatm ent of adu lts. He w as
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popular w ith adu lts, including te a c h e rs  a t the sch ool and often joked  

good-naturedly  with them . He a lso  u sed  th is  a b ility  to  m aintain  h is  

status w ithin the group and h is  gen era l p r e st ig e  at sch ool.

Pat w as the second h ig h est sta tu s m em b er of the group though 

the d istan ce  betw een him  and Cotton w as v ery  c lo se . Pat w as about 

6 ' ta ll but not yet p h ysica lly  w e ll-d ev e lo p ed . H is father w as a fa ir ly  

su c ce ss fu l sm a ll b u sin ess  m an, and h is  fa m ily  incom e w as the h igh est  

of the group m em b ers. His hom e w as in a m ore ex p en siv e  resid en tia l 

d is tr ic t  than B illy 's  and w as evaluated  in e x c e s s  of $ 1 3 ,0 0 0 .

In h is  rela tion s with other group m em b ers Pat did a lo t of joking  

and teasin g  even  with B illy , though th is  w as u su a lly  looked on with  

approval. Som etim es the group m em b ers becam e irr ita ted  when Pat 

began to disturb an im portant a c tiv ity . Pat did not have a m o torcycle  

but did have fa ir ly  free  a c c e s s  to L eon 's. In te r m s  of to ta l e ffective  

in itia tiv e , he exceeded  Cotton, but f e l l  fa ir ly  short of B illy . Pat a lso  

got into m any d ispu tes with Cotton. P at, unlike the other group m e m 

b e r s , did hold a p art-tim e job m o st of the tim e. He sa id  m uch of th is  

w as at the in s is ten ce  of h is  father.

Cotton w as the third h igh est individual in the status h ierarchy; 

h ow ever, th ere  w as v ery  lit t le  d ifferen ce  betw een h is  p o sitio n  and 

P a t's , Cotton w as the sam e s iz e  a s  Pat but had b etter  coordination  

resu ltin g  in him  being a better a th lete . S till he did not equal B illy  in  

s k ill, yet he m ade up for th is  w ith concen tration  and daring. This 

daring went to the point of r e c k le s s n e s s , a s  seen  in  the two m otorcycle
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a cc id en ts  he had had.

C erta in ly  one reason  that C otton continued to hold  a position  ju st 

in fer io r  to  that of Pat w as that he often u n m ercifu lly  te a sed  the low er  

status m em b ers  in  the group and often hazed P at. None of the group  

m em b ers with the exception  of B illy  dared sanction  n eg a tiv e ly  th is  

behavior, but they rep lied  to it by avoiding Cotton on th ese  o cca s io n s . 

Cotton, lik e  Pat and B illy , w as a v e ry  open, ta lkative person . R ap

port w as f ir s t  w e ll e stab lish ed  with h im , then Pat and then B il ly - -a  

lit t le  m o re  d ifficu lty  w as a lw ays encountered with Leon and Bobby,

Both of C otton's parents w ere  un sk illed  w o rk ers . He had a 21-  

year  old brother who held only p a r t-tim e  em ploym ent. Cotton liv e d  in  

the p o o rest house of the group, evaluated  at about $7 ,000; how ever, 

he lik e  Bobby liv ed  in the school d is tr ic t  that would n orm ally  put him  

in the other junior high in the town. Y et b ecau se  of h is  m em b ersh ip  

in th is  group and an attachm ent to the junior high, he req u ested  to be 

tra n sferred  to th is  school, even  though the sch ool in h is  d is tr ic t w as  

far new er and had m ore adequate p h ysica l fa c il it ie s  for a th le t ic s  and 

c la s s e s .  Cotton said  that he enjoyed the reputation of being one of the 

tough k id s from  the tough sch ool in town,

Bobby w as the fourth h igh est group m em b er. He w as a ta ll, 

blon d-h aired  boy about 6'3" and fa ir ly  c lu m sy . He w as forw ard  on the  

bask etb all team  and, lik e the r e s t  of the group, with the excep tion  of 

Leon, p layed  on the football team . Bobby had a m o to rcy c le  and w as  

often w ith Leon,
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Bobby, lik e  Cotton, liv e d  in the sch ool d is tr ic t  near the other  

junior high in  the town, but tra n sferred  to th is  one that had som e of 

the low er so c io eco n o m ic  people in the d is tr ic t. H is hom e w as the 

n ic e st  of the group and w as estim a ted  in e x c e s s  of $18, 000. Bobby 

used  h is  m o to rcy c le  to get to  sch ool and to the favorite  in teraction  

s ite s  such a s  the resta u ra n ts  and pool h a lls  near the c o lle g e .

Though Bobby had con sid erab le  p restig e  w ithin the sch ool it s e lf ,  

he w as the butt of m ore  jok es than any other group m em b er, even  

Leon who had a low er sta tu s. Cotton, e sp e c ia lly , did a lo t of tea s in g , 

and Bobby w as the object of th is  m ore than anyone e ls e  in the group.

It should be noted that even though he rece iv ed  m ore tea s in g , re la tiv e  

to  e ffectiv e  in itia tiv e , he in itia ted  m ore a c tiv it ie s  than did Leon. 

Bobby fo llow ed the other m em b ers' lea d s in doing th ings and th is  often  

got him  into troub le. He w as not a s  c lev er  a s B illy , Pat or Cotton in  

avoiding detection  and th is  often involved him  in prob lem s with au th or- 

itie  s.

Leon w as the lo w est status m em ber of the group. He w as the 

le a s t  p h y sica lly  m ature. He had sev e r a l broth ers and s is t e r s  and h is  

father owned a sm a ll farm  and b u sin ess . H is house w as evaluated  at 

approxim ately  $18, 000. He, lik e  Bobby and B illy , had a sm a ll m o to r 

cy c le  that he used  for transportation  to school and other a c t iv it ie s  w ith  

the group.

Leon ra re ly  ev er  got into trouble at sch ool, although he w as  

u su ally  with the group. In m o st in sta n ces  he w as quiet and sa id  v ery
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lit t le . U nlike other m em b ers of the group, he partic ip ated  v e ry  lit t le  

in  a th le t ic s . In fa c t, L eon 's p resen ce  w as m ore  evident by h is  non

p artic ip ation  in even ts than by what he did; h ow ever, he w as w e ll  

lik ed  by P at and Bobby and w as usu ally  not tea sed  or bothered by 

Cotton. Though Bobby rece iv ed  m ore derrogation , Leon ra re ly , if 

ev er , in itia ted  any a c tiv it ie s .

Group H istory

A pparently som e of the m em b ers had known each  other for a 

num ber of y ea rs  yet had only begun to a s so c ia te  togeth er  a g rea t deal 

during the past few  m onths. The year before P at, Bobby and Leon  

w ere  at a private school; Cotton went to the tow n's other junior high  

w hile B illy  w as the only one at the p resen t sch oo l. H ow ever, Cotton 

did go to the sam e church a s  Bobby, Pat and Leon and said  that h is  

parents often talked of sending him  to a private  sch ool if he could get 

along with the tea ch ers .

F rom  ob servation s and in terv iew s about group m em b ers at 

sch ool and other points throughout the com m unity, th ere  w a s no in d i

cation  or any inform ation  about any publicity  that the group had r e 

ce ived  when acting as a group. Cotton had been fin ed  for r e c k le s s  

driving of a m o to rcy cle  and after  the study w as term inated , Leon  

and Bobby w ere a rre sted  for il le g a l p o s s e s s io n  of a lcoh o l. T hese  

even ts occu rred  a fter  the group observation  w as discontinued. By and 

la rg e  the group during the period  of ob servation  seem ed  to be in the 

ea r ly  s ta g es  of developm ent w ith a c tiv it ie s  in  m any c a se s  c lo se ly
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corresponding to th ose ava ilab le  at school.

Group IV

Group IV w as in the upper so c ioecon om ic  le v e l . F or a v a r ie ty  

of rea so n s  high incom e ad o lescen t groups proved hard to  loca te  and 

develop rapport with. F ir s t  is  the problem  of m ob ility . Since m o st  

a d o lescen ts  in the upper incom e b rack ets have a c c e s s  to  one or m ore  

c a r s , they are  not r e s tr ic ted  to one or two n ea r -b y  s ite s  a s  boys in  

the m iddle and low er incom e bracket often a r e . Second, youth in  

upper c la s s  settin gs have a c c e s s  to private c lu b s and h om es in w hich  

to  conduct group a c tiv it ie s . Such fa c il it ie s  are  not a s  read ily  ava ilab le  

to  youth in low er and m iddle incom e settin g s. A c c e s s  to p rivate clubs  

and h om es h as strong m eth od olog ica l im p lica tion s for observing  groups. 

If the o b serv er  is  r e s tr ic ted  to public s ite s  e ffectiv e  observation  is  

thwarted. Lower c la s s  groups often m eet in very  public and v is ib le  

surroundings such as pool h a lls  and playgrounds w hich an ch er  ser v e r  

can read ily  penetrate. On the other hand, a private club, sch ool or 

hom e lim its , if it does not com p lete ly  preven t, a c c e s s  to  an ex tern a l 

o b server .

The th ird problem  in observing high incom e c la s s  groups is  that 

the wide v a r ie t ie s  of a c t iv it ie s  and a sso c ia tio n s  ava ilab le  to th ese  in 

dividuals m od erates to varying d eg rees  the form ation  of tight, h igh ly  

ex c lu siv e  and secre tiv e  groups. T his i s  not to  say that such groups  

do not e x is t , only that conditions in the upper c la s s  setting h e lp s  to
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reta rd , preven t or deter such developm ent. A s an exam p le, con sid er  

the w ide range of a c t iv it ie s  ava ilab le  to the ad o lescen t in the upper 

c la s s  settin g . In addition to organ ized  school a c t iv it ie s  such a s  band, 

o r ch estr a , chorus and ath letic  ev en ts , there are  sp ec ia l clubs r e la t 

ing to language, speech, sc ien ce  and other fie ld s . O utside of sch ool 

th ere  is  a w ide range of church a c t iv it ie s , a u x illia r ie s  of m en 's  and  

w om en 's so c ia l a s so c ia tio n s  and c lub s designed  sp e c if ica lly  for the 

youth. M oreover in m any c a s e s , the parents can afford  to send the 

ch ild ren  for w eek -en d  outings to sp ec ia l cam ps and on shopping and 

vacation  tr ip s  often sev e r a l hundred m ile s  from  hom e. A ll such a c 

t iv it ie s  tend to further en large and w iden sp h eres of in flu en ces and 

fr ien d s  that im pinge upon the individual. A s a consequence of such a 

situation , the probability  that the individual w ill anchor a great deal 

of h is  identity  and h is  con cern s in a s e le c t  group of f iv e , s ix  and seven  

fr ien d s is  s ta tis t ic a lly  d ecrea sed . It would seem  then that the sh eer  

frequency of tight and form al a s so c ia tio n s  among youth under th ese  

c ircu m sta n ces  would be l e s s  than youth under m ore deprived  c ir c u m 

sta n c e s . Such g r o ss  behavioral ob serva tion s in eco n o m ica lly  and 

so c ia l ly  d ifferentiated  settin gs seem  to point to a cer ta in  d eg ree  to  

such a fact (B ird , 1967).

H ow ever, le t  us con sid er  fa c to r s  that e x is t  in upper c la s s  se ttin g s  

that m ay be conducive to  form ation  of sm a ll inform al groups am ong  

a d o le scen ts . F ir s t , a d o le scen ts , a lm o st un iform ly in th is  cu ltu re , 

r e g a r d le s s  of so c ia l c la s s ,  a re  in  som ewhat s im ila r  c irc u m sta n c es .
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By v irtu e of th e ir  a g e , lack  of training and education and ex p erien ce , 

they a re  not fu ll-fled g ed  and recogn ized  m em b ers  of adult socie ty . 

Second, a s  a d o le sce n ts , they a re  in a tra n sitio n  period  from  childhood, 

ch a ra cter ized  by lit t le  resp o n sib ility  for m aking m ajor d e c is io n s  in  

th eir  l iv e s ,  to  adulthood, w here great resp o n sib ility  in th is cu lture is  

la r g e ly  p laced  upon the individual. A lso , w ith the onset of puberty, 

a d o lescen ts  find th em se lv e s  p h ysica lly  changing and exp erien cin g  d if

feren t sen sa tio n s  and even ts than they did a s  ch ild ren . T h is i s  another  

com m on ality  of a ll  a d o lescen ts . Third and som ew hat a product of the 

f ir s t  two fa c to r s , is  the fact that m any a d o le sce n ts  in th is  so c ie ty  

se le c t iv e ly  su b scrib e  to s ty le s  of life  that a re  som ew hat d ifferent from  

th ose of ad u lts. T his is  b est docum ented by tren d s in m u sic , clothing  

and au tom obiles am ong the youth. Indeed, th ese  and other such th em es  

can be seen  a s  varia tion s of gen era l pattern s throughout the culture  

that a re  predom inantly  ch a ra cter is tic  of youth a s  com pared to other 

age groups. T hus, ju st by v irtue of being an a d o lescen t, certa in  co m 

m on e x p er ien ces  are  insured.

By the v ery  fact that an individual is  in a d ifferent socioecon om ic  

grouping, he tends to experien ce a d ifferent range of a c t iv it ie s  than 

oth ers who are  not in h is  socioecon om ic grouping. JEicperiencing such  

a c tiv it ie s  and being in som ewhat d ifferent in teraction  s it e s ,  are  c e r 

ta in ly  two fa c to r s  that lead  to the developm ent of groups d ifferentiated  

by so c io eco n o m ic  c la s s . A s a consequence of th is  and the in ab ility  of 

the r e se a rc h  to lo ca te  and develop  rapport w ith h igher incom e groups



93

in the gen era l public se ttin g s  w ithin the com m unity studied, the r ese a rc h  

plan w as a ltered  to  p lace  an o b serv er  w ithin one of the se ttin gs f r e 

quented by ind ividuals in the upper so c ia l econ om ic le v e l.

With Group IV the setting w here the o b serv er  f ir s t  attem pted to  

pinpoint a group w as a private club in the nearby m etropolitan  area  

that included a sw im m ing pool and a golf range. Quite rapidly w ithin a 

period  of two w eek s, the o b serv er  w as ab le to  note through frequency  

of in teraction s a c lu s te r  of four or five  boys that would be at the club  

m o st of the day, playing go lf, sw im m ing or in sid e  watching TV. T his  

observation  w as begun during the sum m er m onths, consequently  a ll  

group m em b ers had a great deal of free  tim e . The ob server  quickly  

identified  a hard core  of four m e m b e r s --J a c k , Rod, Craig and H arold, 

By the th ird w eek  R ick had appeared and at the end of the f ir s t  m onth, 

a sixth m em b er , Ken, w as evident. In th is  group a s  with other groups, 

there w ere two or th ree fr in ge m em b ers, but they w ere  d istin ctly  

fringe and w ere  not included in m any of the group's a c t iv it ie s  or the 

intim ate d isc u ss io n s .

The typ ica l in teraction  period  for the group co n sisted  of com ing  

out to the golf co u rse  ea r ly  in the m orning, playing golf a s  a group  

until noon and then playing for an hour or two in the afternoon before  

going in the sw im m ing pool. The boys w ould sw im  from  about two 

until five  o 'c lock  during the h ottest part of the day, return to the golf 

cou rse  for two hours m o re  and then u su a lly  go sw im m ing once m ore  

before leaving the club that night. In te r m s  of sh eer  frequency. Rod,



94

H arold, Jack and Craig w ere  th ere  the m o st often. R ick w as p resen t  

only about on e-h a lf of the tim e and Ken u su a lly  ju st appeared on the 

w eek -en d s a s  he had a regu lar job.

Rapport w as not d ifficu lt to  e sta b lish  w ith th is  group sin ce the 

boys w ere  quite open with m o st younger adults in the setting . The 

o b serv er  who had a la te  m od el sp orts car a ttracted  the boys' in te r e sts  

with th is  and often gave them  r id es  to th eir  hom es in the evening. The 

boys w ere  v ery  im p ressed  by the car and the ob serv er , who w as in  

c o lleg e . They asked  m any qu estion s concerning co lleg e  and had older  

fr iends and broth ers and s is t e r s  who w ere in c o lle g e . Rapport w as  

ach ieved  to such an extent that the o b serv er  w as able to v is it  each boy 

in h is  hom e during the period  of ob servation . Undoubtedly th is would  

not have been p o ss ib le  if  it had not been for the fact that the ob server  

w as able to gain a c c e s s  to the setting w hich w as r e s tr ic ted  to m em b ers  

of the upper so c ia l c la s s .

In m o st group in teraction  situ ations, e ith er Rod or Harold had 

the g rea tes t num ber of e ffec tiv e  in itia tion s. Rod w as the better sw im 

m er , but Harold w as the b etter  golfer; so in the group's two m ore  

im portant a c t iv it ie s , the two w ere  fa ir ly  even ly  m atched . Craig a lso  

stood high on the lead ersh ip  d im en sion  but fe l l  ju st a notch below  

Harold or Rod. N ear Craig w as Ken. Ken, lik e H arold, w as a couple  

of y ea rs  older than Rod, C raig or Jack, and th is helped him  to m a in 

tain a higher status position . H ow ever, K en's p osition  w as never h igh ly  

stab ilized  since he did not have a s  m uch in teraction  w ithin the group
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a s  the other m em b ers.

In te r m s  of status a con sid erab le  d istan ce  below  th ese  top four  

w ere  R ick  and Jack. R ick w as a yea r  o ld er  than Rod, Jack or Craig  

but younger than Ken or H arold, He w as sk illed  in golfing and sw im 

m ing and popular w ith the g ir ls .  Y et, the m em b ers  often s tr e s se d  that 

R ick could not be counted upon and w as so m etim es  ca lled  a "chicken. " 

The m em b ers  fe lt  that he would tend to devulge s e c r e ts  to adults and 

other p erso n s  who w ere  not involved  in the grou p 's a c tiv it ie s .

Jack w as u su a lly  the lo w est m em b er in the status h iera rch y  of 

the group. T his could not be attributed to J a ck 's  lack  of sk ill in the  

a c t iv it ie s  of the group such a s  playing go lf, sw im m ing or popularity  

with g ir ls .  What seem ed  m ore  than anything e ls e  to  p lace Jack in the 

bottom  status p osition  w as h is  ir a sc ib ility  and q u a rre lso m en ess  in h is  

re la tio n s with other m em b ers of the group, and a tendency to enter  

into a c tiv it ie s  the group con sid ered  too dangerous or deviate from  le g a l  

s tr ic tu r es . Jack boasted  of getting into s c u ff le s , even knife figh ts w ith  

other b o y s, of being drunk rep eated ly  and of having sexu al rela tion s  

with a w ide v a r ie ty  of g ir ls . A ll the other group m em b ers o cca s io n a lly  

m ade such b o a sts , but Jack ca rr ied  th is  to a m o re  ex trem e d egree  than  

they did.

Jack 's  re la tio n s with other group m em b ers  w ere  often co lored  

w ith fr ic tio n  and i l l  fe e lin g s . E sp ec ia lly  Rod and R ick had d isa g r e e 

m en ts w ith Jack and sev e r a l t im e s  short fig h ts  ensued. U su ally  th ese  

resu lted  in  Jack com ing out on the lo s in g  end and exploding in a v io len t
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fury of profanity and th rea ts . A fter  such an incident, for th ree  or four 

days th ere w ould be con sid erab le  so c ia l d istan ce  betw een the other 

m em b ers of the group and Jack. He w ould u su a lly  slow ly  w ork h is  w ay  

back up only to  engage in  another s im ila r  d isagreem en t and drop back  

down again.

Table IV su m m a rizes  data on the structural c h a r a c ter is tic s  of 

the group by the s e r ie s  of co rr e la tio n s  betw een observed  status and

T able IV

Spearm an Rank C orrela tion s for Status and 
S ociom etric  C h o ices M easu rem en ts  

for  Group IV

O bserved Status 
with rho n P robab ility

Independent
O bservation . 885 6 < . 05

E ffective
Initiation . 9 4 3 6 01

Popularity . 77 2 6 05

Fighting . 9 1 3 6 < .  05

N ote. - -  Source: Appendix D.

independent o b se rv e r 's  and the th ree  d im en sion s of the so c io m etr ic  

instrum ent i. e. , popularity, e ffec tiv e  in itia tive  and fighting. In the 

group popularity with a rho of . 7 7 2  did not co rre la te  sign ifican tly  with
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status. T his co rre la tio n  se e m s  to  r e f lec t  the ob served  d iv ision  b e 

tw een  Rod and H arold, and th e ir  p referen ce  in both c a se s  for C raig. 

H ere again  C ra ig 's  ro le  a s  a m ediating and co h esiv e  influence is  ob

servab le .

N orm s and Common A c tiv it ie s  

C onsidering n orm s and a c tiv it ie s  of th is  group it should be noted  

that a l l  boys attended the junior high in the town that w as in the m ore  

expen sive r es id en tia l a rea . M em bers of Group la n d  III attended the 

junior high that had a greatei^ m ixtu re  of socioecon om ic  c la s s e s ,  w hile  

Group II had m e m b er s , som e of which had attended one junior high and 

som e the other. At the tim e of observation . Rod, C raig and Jack w ere  

sophom ores. A ll th ree  w ere  15, approaching th eir  16th birthdays. 

Harold and Ken w ere  sen io rs  in school and both w ere 17, w hile Rick  

w as a junior and w as approaching h is  17th birthday. A ll boys had a c 

c e s s  to au tom ob iles , although Rod and Craig ra re ly  drove since they  

did not have l ic e n s e s .  During the ob servation  period  only Harold had 

a c a r - -a  new C orvair. A t the end of the p eriod , R ick 's  parents bought 

him  a new sp o r ts-ty p e  autom obile. None of the group m em b ers had 

m o to rcy c les  or ah owed m uch in tere st in them .

A ll of the b oys cam e from  what w as ca lled  the h igh est s o c io 

econom ic le v e l in  the town. H om es w ere  lo ca ted  in the m ore expensive  

p arts of the town and w ere  predom inantly of b rick  construction  in 

m odern ranch sty le  with the exception  of C ra ig 's  hom e. It w as a
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tw o -s to r y  wood and b r ick  structure in a m ore  trad ition a l s ty le . A ll of 

the b oy 's  p aren ts had tw o or m ore  c a r s . C ars w ere  in the upper p r ice  

b racket such a s  O ld sm ob iles or B uicks. A ll the group m em b ers' fa th ers' 

occupations w ere  e ith er  p ro fessio n a l or execu tiv e  w ith in com es e s t i 

m ated in  e x c e s s  of $15 ,000  in ev ery  c a se .

A ll the m em b ers d ressed  w e ll and a lw ays seem ed  to have spending  

m oney. In fact only one incident w as noted of a m em b er com plaining  

of needing m oney. T h is w as Jack. R epeated in sta n ces  w ere  docu

m ented noting the ex isten ce  of affluence of the group m em b ers. In one 

ob servation  one m em b er rem arked that he took h is  parents to dinner 

and it c o st  $16. During th is observation  the boys talked of v a r io u s good  

resta u ra n ts  and a ll of them  w ere fa ir ly  ex c lu siv e  and exp en sive  p la c e s .  

The o b serv er  noted that none of the boys seem ed  disturbed  at spending  

$16 for th ree  m e a ls . Often the boys would spend $2. 50 or $3, 00 in a 

couple of hours entertainm ent at a bowling a lle y  or pool h a ll. Each  

boy had sp ec ia l golf sh oes that co st about $20.

R elated  to the e a sy  ava ilab ility  of m any m a ter ia l item s w ere  the 

group m em b ers' petty a c ts  of vand alism . In in teraction  s ite s  such a s  

the sw im m ing pool, the bowling a lle y s , pool h a lls , e tc . , ob servation s  

w ere  m ade of m em b ers  casu a lly  destroying sm a ll property  a r t ic le s .

When questioned about th is, the boys would rem ark  that they could  

e a s ily  pay for w hatever w as torn up.

Sm all a c ts  of ille g a lity  w ere  ligh tly  regard ed  by the m em b ers, 

e sp e c ia lly  Rod and Jack. In addition to petty van d alism , so m etim es
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the boys drove au tom ob iles ille g a lly  or w e re  apprehended w hile sp eed 

ing or som e s im ila r  v io lation . T hey bragged  rep eated ly  on th eir  

p aren ts' a b ility  to get such tra ffic  t ic k e ts  fixed . M oreover, none of 

the boys' parents seem ed  too d isturbed  w hen a boy w as charged with a 

tra ffic  v io la tion .

Com m on to a ll  of the boys w as the fa c t that they m ade v ery  good  

g ra d es in sch oo l. V arious rep orts  from  the m em b ers  and the school 

in terv iew s ind icated  the m em b ers  w ere  "A" students and ra re ly  becam e  

involved  in d isc ip lin e  p rob lem s. Only Jack w as the excep tion  to  th is  

g en era l group c h a r a c ter is t ic . He had b een  involved  in repeated  d is c i 

p lin ary  a ctio n s in sch ool. A ll boys planned to  attend co lleg e  and H arold  

and Ken w ere  to enter the next year  and had com p leted  in terv iew s with  

co lle g e  co u n se lo rs  and w ere  decid ing betw een  two or th ree  la rg e  un i

v e r s it ie s .  None of the m em b ers e x p r e sse d  a doubt but what they would  

com p lete  at le a s t  four y e a rs  of c o lle g e .

Many of the group's s ite s  of in teraction  w ere  c lo sed  to the g en era l 

public or a d o le scen ts . T h ese  s ite s  such a s  m em b ers' h om es, p a rties  

given  by g ir ls  and private clu b s exp ose  the m em b ers  to  a som ewhat 

differen t so c ia l environm ent than that w hich other a d o lescen ts  m ay e x 

p er ien ce . H ow ever, even in  te r m s  of public p la c e s , group m em b ers  

e x e r c ise d  con sid erab le  d iscr im in a tio n  in  s ite s  they ch ose  to patron ize. 

P re fe re n c e  p ecu lia r  to th is  group w as ch o ice  of a pool h a ll that w as  

con sid erab ly  m ore exp en sive  than o th ers in the town. It w as noted that 

Group I spent m uch of it s  tim e in a pool h a ll in the low  rent d is tr ic t  of
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the town w hile  Groups II and III r a re ly , if ev er , entered  th is  pool h a ll, 

and chose a s  a favor ite  s ite  another one near the co lleg e  w here co lleg e  

students a lso  often played. H ow ever, Group IV ra re ly  en tered  the pool 

h a ll of Groups II and III and n ever stopped in the part of town that w as  

Group I's  dom ain. One m em b er in p articu lar , Craig w as e sp e c ia lly  

prone to n egative evaluation of the other pool hall only a hundred fee t  

away. He in s is te d  that a p erson  m ight get h is  throat cut th e r e --th a t  it 

w as a p lace w here the rough crow d hung ou t--w h ere figh ts w e re  frequent.

Golf w a s by far the g rea test tim e-con su m in g  a ctiv ity  of the group  

and con sid erab le  im portance w as p laced  upon it. A ll m em b ers w ere  

good g o lfe r s - -b e tte r  than m ost adult m en and took a great joy  in d efea t

ing adults. Though there w ere c lea r  d ifferen ces  in the m e m b er 's  g o lf

ing ab ility  th ere  w as nothing lik e a p o sitiv e  co rre la tion  betw een  status  

in the group and golfing ab ility . With resp ec t to golf, H arold, Jack, 

C raig, Rod and then R ick and Ken would be the order of sk ill; how ever, 

in status ranking. Jack occupied c le a r ly  a bottom p osition  w h ile  Rod 

held the lea d ersh ip  position  with H arold. M ost apparent h ere  i s  that 

sk ill even in the group's m o st frequent activ ity  is  a rather poor, if at 

a ll u sefu l, index of status. The key to what d eterm in es sta tu s is  so m e 

thing m ore  than ju st sk ill in an im portant activ ity .

In addition to  golf the boys engaged in other fo rm s of a th le t ic s  

such a s  diving and sw im m ing. H ere they w ere  loud and b o is tero u s  and 

often drew the attention of other peop le . U sually  the boys basked  in  

th is  recogn ition  and tr ied  to em p h asize  th eir  d istin ctn ess  from  the r e s t
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of the youth in the setting .

Much of the group's a c tiv ity  in the sw im m ing pool or in the pool 

h a lls  w as done to a ttract the in tere st of g ir ls .  The boys w ere in ter 

ested  in g ir ls ,  and spent a great deal of tim e evaluating variou s g ir ls  

on d im en sion s such a s  beauty, sexual av a ila b ility  and so  forth. None 

of them  dated regu larly . Often a ll m em b ers would attend the sam e  

party at a g ir l 's  house and usually  they kept in v ery  c lo se  contact with  

what particu lar g ir l a m em ber m ight be in tere sted  in at a particu lar  

tim e. Rod e sp e c ia lly  w as adept in h is  dealing with g ir ls - -c e r ta in ly  

m uch m ore so  than H arold. Several tim es  group m em b ers would cau 

tion Jack about h is  language around or h is  treatm ent of g ir ls . Some 

m em b ers, e sp e c ia lly  Jack, Rod and Rick, boasted  of th eir  sexual e x 

p loits; although such behavior w as never record ed  in any observation .

Not a great deal of conflict with au th orities  w as noted in th is  

group. The extent of such con flict seem ed  to be accounted for m ain ly  

by Jack, the low er  status m em ber. His co n flic ts  ranged from  h is  

father, b u sin ess  estab lish m en t ow ners and sch ool au th orities to  older  

high school boys. Such co n flic ts  seem ed  m ore a function of Jack's  

p erson a lity  and own situation than any norm  of the group.

Standardized through the in teraction  of group m em b ers w ere  

stereo typ es regarding students that had attended the other junior high  

in the town. Such ep ith ets a s  "thugs, " " g r ea se r s , " and "hoods" w ere  

often used  when referr in g  to th ese  students. Indeed the m em b ers often  

stated that they went to great pains to avoid  cer ta in  other ad o lescen ts
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in the town.

R o les and P erso n a l C h a ra c ter is tic s  

Rod w as the h igh est sta tus m em b er of the group and liv ed  in a 

la rg e  spaciou s hom e that w as evaluated  upwards of $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 , Rod had 

both older and younger s is t e r s ,  but seem ed  the favorite  of the fam ily . 

H is su c c e s s  in school w ork w as l e s s  than that of other group m em b ers  

and h is  paren ts seem ed  m ore  concerned  about h is  partic ip ation  in  

a th le tics  and so c ia l affa irs; so he seem ed  to or ien t h is  e n erg ie s  h ere.

Rod w as talented  in a th le t ic s  and entered  even ts with enthusiasm  

and a g g r e s s iv e n e s s . Often he m onopolized  co n v ersa tio n s among group  

m em b ers by te llin g  of h is  s u c c e s s e s . H is a g g r e s s iv e n e s s  brought him  

into con flict with som e of the group m em b ers, e sp e c ia lly  Jack and 

Rick. In th ese  in stan ces he a lm o st a lw ays predom inated; yet he usually  

d eferred  to H arold, The is su e  w as not R od's d eferen ce  to Harold but 

the v ery  few  tim es  H arold attem pted to challenge any of R od's a s s e r 

tio n s, Rod and Craig w ere  v ery  c lo se . No co n flic t w as observed  b e 

tw een th ese  two during the period  of ob servation .

R od's a g g r e s s iv e n e s s  and popularity extended to h is  in teractions  

with the g ir ls  a lso . M ore than any of the other boys he in teracted  and 

talked with them  e a s ily , and the boys often te a se d  him  about being a 

lo v e r , w hich he w illin g ly  acknow ledged. M ore than once H arold w as  

in h is  shadow when the boys w ere  trying to a ttra ct and keep the atten 

tion of g ir ls .
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In h is  a g g r e s s iv e n e s s  Rod often derided  and berated  other group  

m em b ers  se v e r e ly , but at t im es  he could  turn on a spontaneous and 

effu se  charm  that e ffe c t iv e ly  reduced  ten sio n . Rod w as the m o st un

inhibited  and c a re fr ee  of the m em b ers. He w as alw ays ready to put 

an id ea iin to  action , but not good at planning or carry in g  out com plica ted  

a c t iv it ie s .

Second in statu s and v ery  c lo se  to Rod w as H arold, H arold w as  

an only ch ild  and h is  fa th er w as con sid erab ly  o lder than the fa th ers  of 

the other m em b ers but for  C ra ig 's . H is hom e lik e  m o st of the o th ers  

w as an exp en sive , in  e x c e s s  of $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 , b rick  ranch sty le  hom e. Until 

the fa ll  when Rick got h is  ca r , H arold w as the only group m em b er  with  

an autom obile. He w as 17 and a sen ior  in high sch ool, m ade good  

g rad es and planned to  go to  co lle g e . He a lso  w as probably the b est  

g o lfer  in the group.

H arold w as m o re  r e se rv e d  and inh ibited  than the other m em b ers  

of the group. He often acted  a s  a check on som e of the boys' ex u b er

ance and w as m ore concern ed  with planning and con seq u en ces of action . 

P a rtia lly  as a con seq u en ce of h is  age and h is  standing in sch oo l, H arold  

w as ea g er ly  con sid erin g  which co lleg e  he intended to en ter and w as  

m ore ser io u s  than any of the other m em b ers  about school. In group  

a c t iv it ie s  a s  with sch oo l, H arold w as intent and com p etitive in a w ay  

m uch d ifferent from  Rod. W hereas Rod p erform ed  with a flo u r ish , 

H arold d r illed  at h is  g o a ls  m eth od ica lly  and without a great deal of 

f la ir . H arold w as not a s  popular w ith g ir ls  a s  Rod and th is  often
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disturbed  h im .

H arold seem ed  to hold h is  p osition  in  the group through h is  g rea ter  

a g e , ex p erien ce  and re lia b ility . He could be counted upon to ca rry  

th ings out and often acted  to check  the e x c e s s e s  of p articu larly  Rod and  

Jack; yet H arold w as not im m une to c r it ic ism  h im se lf; e sp ec ia lly  in 

referen ce  to  cloth ing, R ick and Jack had te a sed  H arold about h is  lack  

of ta s te  in the cu rrent s ty le s . This u su a lly  brought laughter from  the 

group m em b ers w ith the exception  of C raig and Ken.

C raig w as the th ird  status m em b er of the group, though Ken held  

a position  v ery  near h im . He lived  in an older tw o -sto ry  wood fram e  

house w hich w as evaluated  around $18, 000. C raig had one older brother  

who w as about 30 and w as a v ery  su c c e ss fu l banker in a n ea r-b y  city . 

C ra ig 's  father h im se lf  w as a re tired  banker. C raig said  that h is  broth

e r 's  house co st $80 ,000  and that he wanted a house lik e that h im se lf  

som e day.

Though C raig w as sm a ller  than Rod or H arold, he ranked v ery  

c lo se  to them  in go lf and sw im m ing. He w as a good ath lete, though 

com pared to the other group m em b ers he w as probably the le a s t  c o m 

p etitive and a g g r e s s iv e . He ra re ly  got into argum ents and figh ts with  

other m em b ers , or for  that m atter , w ith n o n -m em b ers e ith er . The 

one ro le  that C raig p erform ed  in the group w as arb itrator of d ispu tes  

and figh ts. T im e a fter  tim e when fr ic tio n  a r o se  betw een group m e m 

b e r s , C raig in tervened  before a fight occu rred  and urged the m em b ers  

to  get back to w hatever a ctiv ity  they w ere  engaged in. He ra re ly
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c r it ic iz e d  any of the m em b ers; although o cca sio n a lly  he w ould m ake  

c r it ica l rem ark s about Jack or R ick to the o b serv er . C raig w as c lo se  

to  both H arold and Rod who w ere often at odds w ith each other. Con

sequently, he did m uch to block d isharm ony that did often occur h ere .

Instances of derogation that w ere  record ed  for C raig w ere  m ain ly  

d irected  at Jack. He w as e sp ec ia lly  c r it ic a l of Jack 's fighting, drink

ing and cu rsin g  and often rem arked that Jack showed no resp e c t for  

g ir ls . Craig often verb ally  ch a stised  Jack. Jack seem ed  to regard  

th is with hum or rather than an im osity .

Of a ll group m em b ers Craig w as the m o st r ese rv e d  around g ir ls . 

He n ever boasted  of having sexual in terco u rse  with g ir ls  and ra re ly , 

if ev er , dated. O ccasion ally  he w ould attend p a r tie s  g iven  by g ir ls  but 

only if other group m em b ers w ere  p resen t. It w as not that g ir ls  did 

not like C raig. He usually  ignored them  and they in turn accu sed  him  

of being shy. H is behavior w as in strong contrast to R od's, Jack 's  

and R ick 's, C raig w as very  in terested  in ca rs  and w as e sp e c ia lly  im 

p r e sse d  by the o b serv er 's  sports car. H ow ever, he lik e  the other  

group m em b ers did not prefer the low er p rice  c la s s  in c a r s , even if 

th ese  c a rs  w ere  fa s t and powerful. A ll group m em b ers talked in  te r m s  

of e ith er  fore ign  sports ca rs  or h igher p riced  d om estic  c a r s  lik e  the 

Buick R iv iera  and C hevrolet C orvettes. They a lso  n ever cared  to  

work on th eir  or th eir  parents' au tom ob iles th em se lv es .

Craig a lso  m ade good grades in  school and p laced  con sid erab le  

em p h asis on th is . He did not seem  to have m uch fr ic tio n  w ith h is
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paren ts and the only known recu rren t con flict w as over the con cern  

over what tim e he should be in at night.

Ken w as in the m id d le  status of the group, ju st below  C raig. He 

lik e H arold w as a sen ior in high sch ool, w as 17 y e a r s  old and w as ju st  

a lit t le  sh orter  than H arold. He liv ed  in one of the b etter  res id en tia l  

parts of town in a brick  ranch sty le  hom e evaluated  at ap p roxim ately  

$20 , 000 .

Ken had a fu ll tim e job that kept h im  busy a ll  during the w eek  so  

that he w as w ith the group only on w eek -en d s. C onsequently K en's  

p osition  w as n ever as c le a r ly  defined in the group a s  w as the other  

m em b ers . He w as n ea r ly  a s  good a go lfer  a s  R ick or C raig and w as  

a sp e c ia l fr ien d  of H aro ld 's. In fact the reason  that he w as included  

in m any of the group's a c t iv it ie s  seem ed  to stem  from  h is  sp ecia l 

fr ien d sh ip  with Harold. Ken n ever in itia ted  any a c t iv it ie s  for the group  

and seem ed  content to fo llow  along with w hatever w as going on at the 

m om ent. He ra re ly  r ec e iv ed  derogation and c r it ic ism  from  the other  

m em b ers , and m ost of h is  com m unication  w as through Harold or C raig.

Ken w as better than a B+ student in school and w as planning to  

enter a la rg e  state u n iv ers ity  and study eng in eerin g . H ow ever, he 

ch ose a co lle g e  d ifferent from  the ones other m em b ers  had ch osen .

A s a p a rtia l consequence of K en's infrequent p resen ce  in the group and 

of h is  in te r e s t  in other a c t iv it ie s  such a s  h is  job, he did not seem  to  

have a w e ll standardized ro le  and p osition  w ith in  the group and seem ed  

m ore an o cca sio n a l go lf partner.
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Som e d istan ce  below  Ken w as R ick who w as next to  bottom  in the 

status h iera rch y . R ick, too , liv ed  in an exp en sive  b r ick  hom e w ith a 

tw o -ca r  garage and a la rg e  lawn. H is father w as a su c c e ss fu l s e lf -  

em ployed p r o fe ss io n a l, and he had an o lder s is te r  who had her own car  

and w as in c o lle g e . R ick  w as a junior in high sch oo l, lik e  the other  

boys m ade good gra d es and w as on the w restlin g  team . One of the m o st  

n oticeab le  a sp e c ts  about R ick w as h is  s iz e  com pared  to  the other group  

m em b ers. He w as ju st a couple of in ch es over 5' ta ll  and w eighed  

about 110 pounds. Though w e ll built and n ice -lo o k in g  he w as bothered  

by h is  sm all stature and w as o cca s io n a lly  tea sed  by the other m em b ers  

b ecau se  of h is  s iz e . E sp ec ia lly  in som e of the m ore  daring p h ysica l 

a c t iv it ie s  of the group, R ick w as often ca lled  "chicken" b ecau se  he 

seem ed  afraid  to  p artic ip ate in them .

Though a ll  the boys had good c lo th es  and a th letic  equipm ent,

R ick a lw ays seem ed  to  have the n ew est, if  not the b e s t , and in s is ted  

upon bringing th is  to the attention of the other group m em b ers. He 

freq u en tly  talked about h im se lf  and bragged about h is  a c c o m p lish m e n ts -- 

a ll  of which did lit t le  to  enhance h is  standing in the group.

C om pared to the other m em b ers, R ick a lso  seem ed  m ore c lo se ly  

attached  to h is  p aren ts. He usu a lly  had to  r ec e iv e  p e r m iss io n  before  

he could go out at night and had to go in e a r lie r  than the other b oys did. 

T his w as a sou rce  of tea s in g , and R ick often a c tiv e ly  tr ie d  to avoid  

situ ation s w here he would have to ex cu se  h im se lf  to  go hom e b ecau se  

of h is  p aren ts' req uest.
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R ick , lik e  Jack, r ece iv ed  a great deal of derogation  and w as the 

butt of m any jo k es of the group. A lm ost ev ery  ob servation  contained  

som e c r it ic ism  of R ick. Y et, when he w as bothered by a non -m em ber, 

the group quickly supported him . In one in stan ce he a lm o st got into a 

fight w ith an out-group p erson  and w as a c tiv e ly  supported by the group. 

When a u th orities  in vestigated , the group helped h im  construct a co v er -  

up sto ry  and urged him  to fin ish  the fight at a la te r  tim e. In another  

in stan ce when R ick and Jack got into a short sk irm ish , R ick w as a c 

tiv e ly  supported by the other group m em b ers, and it w as d eclared  that 

he gave Jack what Jack d eserved . F or three or four days th erea fter , 

the other m em b ers tea sed  Jack about the beating he had rece iv ed  from  

Rick.

Jack w as the lo w est status group m em b er. He w as about 5'8" 

and ju st a little  shorter and ligh ter  than C raig. He lik e the other m e m 

b ers  had an exp en sive  hom e in one of the b etter  res id en tia l d is tr ic ts .  

H is parents had three new c a r s . H is fa ther, lik e R ick 's , w as a very  

su c c e ss fu l se lf-em p lo y ed  p ro fess io n a l and Jack a lm o st a lw ays seem ed  

to  have plenty of spending m oney, though he did not have an outside job. 

He w as a lso  a good student in school and m ade m ain ly  A 's; how ever, 

there m any of h is  s im ila r it ie s  with other m em b ers  ended.

Jack w as certa in ly  the m o st deviate of the m em b ers  with resp ec t  

to  n orm s of the group. Part of th is seem ed  to stem  from  the fact that 

about a year  before  Jack a sso c ia ted  with another group w hose a c tiv it ie s  

and n orm s seem ed  con siderab ly  d ifferent from  the group that he w as in
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now. A ccording to Jack, rem ark s of the other boys, and rem ark s from  

h is  p aren ts, the group that he fo rm erly  spent m uch of h is  tim e with  

cam e into a great deal of con flict with adults and n orm s of the adult 

w orld . He w as involved in  in sta n ces  of fighting, petty theft, drinking 

and d iso rd erly  conduct. Indeed h is  father e x p ressed  sa tis fa c tio n  to 

the ob serv er  with the fact that Jack no longer a sso c ia te d  with that 

bunch of boys. Jack s t i l l  reta ined  m uch of th is  sort of behavior in h is  

in teraction  with the other group m em b ers. He rep eated ly  engaged in  

b rie f figh ts with Rod and R ick although he g en era lly  le ft  H arold alone 

and did not seem  concerned  with C raig.

Jack w as the only group m em b er who sm oked, and he often  

boasted  about getting drunk and having sexual re la tion s w ith a w ide  

v a r iety  of g ir ls . In fact he often c la im ed  ev ery  g ir l he dated he had 

sexual rela tions with, but the boys regarded th is a s  ju st another of 

Jack 's id le boasts. Jack, m ore than any other m em b er, had a large  

num ber of con flicts  with au th orities  such a s  paren ts, p o lice  and school 

o ffic ia ls .

In h is  rela tion s w ith the group m em b ers Jack a lw ays a c tiv e ly  

participated  in the a c t iv it ie s  of the group and p erform ed  quite w e ll.

He often exceeded the other m em b er 's  expectations in h is  perform an ces  

with them  attributing th is  to luck. He w as sh o rt-tem p ered  in  a co m 

p etitive  situation and often exploded in a v io len t d isp lay  of anger when 

he fa iled  to ach ieve  h is  ob jectiv es . M ore than once Jack would scream  

th rea ts  to another group m em b er and then lea v e  but w ould a lw ays
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return  the follow ing day.

Jack r ece iv ed  far m ore  derogation  than any other group m em b er  

w ith the excep tion  of Rick. In m o st in sta n ces  though R ick w as not 

c r it ic iz e d  a s  h a rsh ly  a s  Jack. In som e a r e a s  with resp ec t to  the group  

though, Jack su rp assed  Rick. He w as cer ta in ly  m ore  ready to p a r t ic i

pate in any group a ctiv ity  and n ever fa iled  to be availab le though he 

m ight run counter to h is  parents' w ish es .

Jack rem ained , during a ll the period  of ob servation , betw een the 

two groups w hich had rad ica lly  d ifferent n orm s and som ewhat d ifferen t  

a c t iv it ie s . Indeed to account for h is  beh avior, one would have to  co n 

sid er  both of h is  m em b ersh ip  groups, and se e  that in som e situ ation s  

one would la r g e ly  determ ine h is  behavior, and in another it would be 

the other group that w as the m ajor in fluence. The other group m e m 

b ers  w ere  aw are that Jack a lso  m aintained in teraction  in a d ifferen t  

group and C raig often com m ented that Jack 's  trouble w as "that bunch 

of guys he runs around w ith. " N e v e r th e le ss , Jack w as a lw ays in 

cluded in group a c tiv it ie s  although m em b ers  often found it n e c e s s a r y  

to p lace sev e r e  res tr ic tio n s  upon h is  behavior.

Group H istory

Group IV had apparently been in e x is ten ce  two or th ree  y e a r s  

before th is  study w as in itiated . Though H arold and Ken w ere  two y e a r s  

older than Rod, C raig and Jack and one o lder than Rick, a ll boys had  

gone to the sam e junior high. M oreover, attendance at the p r ivate  club
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had helped  bring them  togeth er .

The group had apparently  never  been brought to the attention of 

p o lice  or sch ool a u th orities  though at the club it  w as reco gn ized  that 

th ey  w ere  u su a lly  togeth er . Only Jack seem ed  to  have in cu rred  un

favorab le  publicity  and th is  w as in  connection w ith actio n s w ith other 

b oys.

B etw een Group C om parisons  

The r e su lts  have shown that each group had stru ctu re , norm s  

and ro les; m o reo v er  p erson a l c h a r a c te r is t ic s  of m em b ers  have been  

found to  contribute d ifferen tia lly  to  th eir  group. It is  a ssu m ed  then  

that a l l  four groups studied m et the defin ition of a group stated  e a r lie r  

in  the study and thus w ere  in the sam e c la s s  of phenom ena. Each then  

w as rep resen ta tive  of the defined  sy stem  and exhib ited  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  

com m on to each other and thus the sy stem . The data then fu lfilled  the 

f ir s t  and m ajor objective of the p r o je c t--th e  study of the functioning of 

natural groups over tim e in th eir  own settin g s .

Secondary but s t ill  a m ajor part of the p ro ject w as studying the 

groups in so c io eco n o m ica lly  d ifferen tia ted  le v e ls .  Two typ es of data 

w ere  c o llec ted  to te s t  the nu ll h yp oth eses that a l l  groups w ere  eith er  

from  the sam e or id en tica l populations. One se t of data w as e st im a tes  

by group m em b ers of fa m ily  in com e. The second  set w as independent 

evaluation  of the dw ellin gs of m em b ers. A th ird  c o llec tio n  bf in form a

tion  p resen ted  in th is  sec tio n  w as the p o lice  r ec o r d s  for le g a l v io la tion s  

for  group m em b ers. T his in form ation  provided an independent m eans
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for checking the n orm s and a c t iv it ie s  of the group with r esp ec t to  

deviation  from  law s.

Though in m any w ays a n a ly s is  of th ese  data by p aram etr ic  s ta 

t is t ic s  would have had advan tages, n on -p aram etric  s ta t is t ic s  w ere  

used  sin ce th ere w as a d istin ct p o ss ib ility  that the population w as not 

norm ally  d istribu ted  and v a r ia n ces  w ith in  sam p les w ere  con sid erab le . 

Inspection of data in A ppendixes E, F  and G indicate such a con clu sion .

Data on estim ation  of fam ily  incom e w ere tran sform ed  to ranks, 

divided at the m edian and an alyzed  by the extension  of the m edian te s t

T able V

E xtension  of the M edian T est for  
S co res  on E stim ation  of 

F a m ily  Incom e

Group I Groups II & III Group IV T otals

Above M edian 0 5 6 11

B elow  M edian 6 6 0 12

T otals 6 11 6 23

N ote. - -  Source: Appendix E.

^O verall chi square w ith two d e g r ee s  of freed om  equals 12. 03 
< .01 . -

(S ieg e l, 1956). The o v era ll ch i square at 1 2 .0 3  with two d eg rees  of
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freed om  w as sign ifican t at le s s  than the . 01 le v e l.

Using a technique d escrib ed  in M axw ell (1961) the lin ea r  com pon

ent of the o v era ll chi square w as ex tracted  y ield ing a value of 1 1 .5 0  

with one d egree  of freed om . The value w as sign ifican t at l e s s  than the 

, 001 le v e l. Table V p resen ts the ob served  freq u en c ies.

A lin ear  ch i-sq u a re  com ponent of 11. 50 rep resen ts  95. 8 per cent 

of the tota l chi square. Thus it w as concluded that a stron gly  lin ear  

trend from  lo w est to h ighest group e x is t s . Such find ings w ere  in te r 

preted  a s  supporting the hyp otheses that the groups w ere  from  d ifferent  

populations and can be rep resen ted  by a lin ea r  function. See T able VL

Table VI

Com ponents of T otal Chi Square 
from  the E xtension of the 

Median T est

Source Chi Square df

L inear Component 1 1 .5 0 * 1

R esidual . 53 2

Total 12. 03 3

N ote. - -  Source: Appendix E.

* sign ifican t at ^ .0 0 1 .
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Data on the independent evaluation  of m em b ers' h om es w as  

analyzed  by the K ru sk a l-W allis  one-w ay a n a ly s is  of v a r ia n ce . Table  

VII p r e se n ts  the ranked data. An H of 17. 54 w as com puted with three  

d e g r ee s  of freed om . The probab ility  of attaining th is  value by change

Table VH

K ru sk a l-W a llis  O ne-W ay A n a ly s is  of 
V ariance of E stim ated  Value 

of F a m ily  D w elling for  
A ll Groups

Group I Group II Group III Group IV

Ranks 1 6. 5 8 18

2 6. 5 10 19

3 10 13 20

4 .5 12 15. 5 21

4. 5 15. 5 15. 5 22

10 15. 5 23

T ota ls 2 5 .0 66. 0 62. 0 123. 0

N ote. - -  Source: Appendix F.

^Total N = 23.

(co rrected  for t ie s )  = 1 7 .5 4  001 w ith 3 df.

i s  l e s s  than . 001. It w as then sa fe ly  concluded that Groups I, II, III
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and IV did not com e from  the sam e or id en tica l populations.

F rom  the high ly  sign ifican t chi squ ares and H on the fa m ily  

in com es and d w ellin gs data, it w as concluded that the groups did 

rep resen t d ifferen t and d istin ct so c ioecon om ic  le v e ls .  The high ly  

sign ifican t lin ea r  com ponent of chi square led  to the con clu sion  that

Table VHI

K ru sk a l-W allis  One-W ay A n a ly sis  of V ariance  
for T otal P o lice  V iolations  

for A ll Groups

Group I Group n Group III Group IV

Ranks 18 5 5 5

20 5 5 5

21 5 12 .5 5

22. 5 12. 5 12. 5 5

22. 5 12. 5 16. 5 12. 5

24 12. 5 16. 5

T otals 123. 0 52. 5 51. 5 49. 0

N ote. - - Source: Appendix G.

^Total N = 23.

(co rrected  for t ie s )  = 15. 24 <^. 001 w ith 3 df. 

th ree  so c io eco n o m ic  le v e ls  had been located .



116

Data from  p o lice  s ta t is t ic s  on a ll v io la tion s w ere  analyzed  by 

the K ru skal-W allis one-w ay a n a ly s is  of var ian ce . An H, co rrected  

for t ie s  w as com puted, y ie ld in g  a value of 15. 24. With th ree d e g r ee s  

of freed om  the probab ility  of a value a s  high a s  th is  occu rring  by 

chance is  le s s  than .0 0 1 . It w as stated  with a high degree of certa in ty  

that not a ll groups cam e from  the sam e or id en tica l populations w ith  

resp ec t to num ber of p o lice  v io la tio n s. The data are  su m m arized  in 

Table VIH.



CHAPTER V

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

The r e su lts  of th is study con cern  both fin d in gs about sm all 

groups, th eir  m em b ers, and settings; and an a sp ect of developing  

m ore p r e c ise  m eth od olog ies to  u se  under fie ld  conditions. Four  

sm all natural groups w ere located  and studied in ten siv e ly  over periods  

of sev era l m onths for each group. M em bers w ere unaware they w ere  

objects of sc ien tific  study and ob servation  w as conducted in a large  

v ariety  of each group's in teraction  s ite s . A ll groups cam e from  the 

sam e com m unity, had a c c e s s  to m any of the sam e in stitu tion s, w ere  

near each other in age, but w ere  from  th ree d ifferen t socioecon om ic  

le v e ls .

In each group data w ere co lle c te d  on a sp e c ts  of group structure, 

norm s and a c tiv it ie s  of the group, r o le s  and p erso n a l c h a r a c ter is tic s  

of m em b ers and fa cts  about the group's h isto ry . To in su re  the ob jec

tiv ity  of the status rankings of the o b serv er , ranking w as done by an 

independent p erson . To check  m em b ers' p ercep tion s and com pare  

them  with the o b se rv e r 's , so c io m etr ic  c h o ic es  for popularity, e ffective  

in itiation  and fighting ab ility  w ere  obtained. The d im en sion  of

117
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socioecon om ic  le v e l  w as exam ined  by req uesting  an estim a te  of fa m ily  

incom e from  each m em b er and an independent evaluation of each  m e m 

b e r 's  dw elling. P o lice  data w ere  co lle c te d  on the num ber of v io la tio n s  

for each group m em b er . M oreover a grea t deal of other in form ation  

such as m em b er eva lu ations of g ir ls ,  car  p r e fe re n c es , com m on a c 

t iv it ie s , a sp e c ts  of r o le s  and so  forth  w as c o lle c ted  and b r ie fly  su m 

m a rized  in the resu lt section .

Indeed the sh eer  bulk of ava ilab le  data, what to concen trate  on 

and how to analyze it are im portant con sid era tio n s in a study such a s  

th is . One im portant lim ita tion  of the study w a s that not a ll the p e r t i

nent data ava ilab le  to an o b serv er  w as record ed . Given data c o lle c tio n  

techniques ava ilab le  today, th is  w as patently im p o ss ib le .

B es id e s  p rob lem s of data c o lle c tio n  a study conducted in the 

f ie ld  is  lim ited  by p rob lem s of contro l of v a r ia b les . H ere such v a r i

a b les  a s  socioecon om ic  position , n orm s, and a c tiv it ie s  of groups  

could not be sy stem a tica lly  var ied  a s  can the in ten sity  or pitch of a 

tone by a p sy ch o lo g ist in vestiga tin g  auditory d iscrim in ation . Today 

so c ia l p sychology is  in the p osition  of not a lw ays being cer ta in  of what 

the m ore c r it ic a l v a r ia b les  are  nor knowing how to reproduce m any  

of the v a r ia b les  under lab oratory  conditions. It w as the intent of th is  

study to search  for som e of the m o re  c r it ic a l v a r ia b les  pertinent to  

the functioning of groups by u tiliz in g  ex istin g  sm a ll groups. T h is i s  

then at b est a com p ro m ise , short of the ex a c tn ess  of the lab oratory  

but n e c ess ita te d  by the state of the sc ien ce  of so c ia l p sychology.



119

Quite often th ere  are  d isp a r ities  betw een find ings in ex p er im en 

ta l groups and groups lo ca ted  in the fie ld . Indeed too  m any t im e s  

groups in an exp erim en ta l setting are only to g e th ern ess  situations  

em bodying som ething l e s s  than the norm s and ro le  re la tio n s  that ch a r 

a c te r iz e  grou ps. The m ethods used  in th is  study seek  to avoid such  

p itfa lls  w hile  at the sam e tim e not a lertin g  su b jects in the f ie ld  that 

they are  under ob servation .

A second  lim ita tio n  of th ese  findings w as inherent in the choice  

of units of a n a ly s is  u sed . The three m ain units u sed  w ere  individual, 

sm a ll group and settin g . One problem  that a ro se  w a s how to delin eate  

the group or m ore  sp e c if ica lly  the "hard co re . " Such d elin eation  m ust 

be, in part, arb itra ry  sin ce  m em b ersh ip  in a g iven  group did not seem  

c le a r -c u t  with fr in ge m em b ers. In a lm o st ev ery  in stan ce  a group  

m em b er w ould have other fr ien d s with which he a s so c ia te d  b es id es  the 

group m em b ers. Only when it seem ed  that the r e la t iv e ly  la r g er  part 

of h is  tim e and con cern s w ere  invested  in a g iven  group; and th ere  

w ere corresp ondin g status p osition s and r o le s  for h im  w as he con 

sid ered  a hard core  m em b er .

Compounding the problem  of specifying m em b ersh ip  w as the fact 

that the group a s  a sy stem  can and does change over tim e . In ev ery  

group th ere  w a s som e change in m em b ersh ip , a c t iv it ie s  a n d /o r  sta tu s. 

C onsequently a s in g le  p o in t-in -tim e  ch a ra cter iza tion  of a group m u st  

include con sid era tion  of th is  variab ility .

Another a sp ect of the problem  of unit of a n a ly s is  w a s w hether it
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w as m ore  p arsim on iou s to a s s ig n  a g iven  ch a ra cter is tic  to  q u a lities  

of the ind ividual, the group or the setting . For exam ple in a ll  groups 

a lm ost ev ery  boy wanted a car; how ever m o st m em b ers in Group III 

w ere  m ore  in terested  in m o to rc y c les . Group I ex p ressed  p r e fe re n c es  

for pow erful but lo w er-p r iced  F ord s and C hevrolets w hile  Group IV 

wanted h ig h er -p r iced  ca rs  or fore ign  sp orts ca rs . Group II w as the 

le a s t  in tere sted  in ca rs  but did fe e l a fa ir ly  new one w as d es ira b le . 

Another exam ple w as clothing. M em bers of a ll groups d r e sse d  s im i

la r  to co lleg e  students, but there w as variation  betw een groups. E s 

p ec ia lly  Group I w as d iss im ila r  in th is  resp ect.

The m o st parsim oniou s co u rse  seem ed  to be to a s s ig n  such 

c h a r a c te r is t ic s , of a lm ost a ll youth, a s  in tere st in ca rs , p r e feren ces  

for s ty le s  of clothing, choice of kinds of m u sic  to broad, gen era l 

th em es or va lu es or norm s. Then on a th em e, such as in ter e st  in 

ca rs , a p articu lar group m ight develop  a variation , and perhaps v a r i

ations occur on an individual le v e l.

C erta in ly  grea ter  varia tion s on gen era l th em es or n orm s would  

be encountered if groups w ere se le c te d  from  other a rea s  in th is  c u l

ture. V ariation s could be even g rea ter  in c r o ss -c u ltu r a l sa m p les . 

G eertz (1959) p resen ts  a som ewhat s im ila r  a n a ly s is  of v a r ia tion  on a 

g en era l them e in Indonesian cu lture.

An im portant d ifference betw een findings in th is  study and stud ies  

using the participant ob server  technique (Short, 1965) w as the r e s i s 

tance to questioning and use of the verb a l adaptation of the so c io m etr ic
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instrum ent. T his w as e sp e c ia lly  true with Group I. Short rep orts  

that inform ation about group a c t iv it ie s  even  i f  delinquent w ere  read ily  

obtainable from  m em b ers. H ow ever in th is  study considerab le  s e 

c r e c y  w as m an ifested  by group m em b ers to o u tsid ers  e sp ec ia lly  p o lice . 

With Group I the o b serv er  even  after  he w as esta b lish ed  as a tr u s t 

w orthy p erson , w as unable to get m uch in form ation  by d irect question  

about ille g a l a c t iv it ie s . Such findings seem  to ind icate that u n d isgu ised  

qu estion n aires or d irect qu estion s m ay not a lw ays e lic it  truthful or 

com plete a n sw ers. Often the r e sp o n se s  m ay be what the subject fe e ls  

are  so c ia lly  accep tab le .

Another d ifferen ce  betw een th ese  fin d in gs and those often r e 

ported by r e se a r c h e r s  concerned  with youthful delin quencies w as the 

lack  of a d iscontinuity  betw een m any of the g en era l va lu es of so c ie ty  

^nd the v a lu es and a sp ira tio n s of group m em b ers  (Cohen, 1955). A ll 

group m em b ers, even  th ose  of the m o st delinquent group. Group I, 

shared m any of the gen era l va lu es of so c ie ty . They a ll d es ired  m oney, 

c a r s , good job s and other e lem en ts  of s u c c e s s  in m iddle c la s s  life .  

The m em b ers of Group I had no d iscern ib le  p erso n a lity  aberations nor 

did they seem  to re jec t a ll the v a lu es of the m iddle c la s s . It see m s  

th eir  delinquency could better be accounted  for  by norm s that en d orsed  

drinking, fighting or petty theft a s  m a scu lin e  behavior. M oreover  

th ere w ere  o lder broth ers and fr ien d s , who, lik e  them , had engaged  

in delinquency, and that from  m em b ers' sta tem en ts had served  as ego  

re fer en ce s  for the group's m em b ers. It should a lso  be em ph asized
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that the other groups a lso  engaged in som e delinquent behavior s im ila r  

to  Group I. At any rate , drinking, fighting and driving fa s t  c a r s  are  

frequently  g lo r ified  and en d orsed  in a sp e c ts  of A m erican  so c ie ty . 

P erhaps Group I w as delinquent only with r e sp e c t to what set of norm s  

th eir  behavior i s  com pared.

One study (C low ard & Ohlin, I960) has attem pted to form u late  a 

typology of delinquent b eh av iors. They sp e c if ica lly  note th ree  p o ss ib le  

typ es of delinquent gangs: cr im in a l, con flict and r e tre a tis t  that m ay  

e x is t  in delinquent se ttin g s . In regard  to th is  typology Short (1965) 

n otes grea t d ifficu lty  in locatin g  gangs that sin gu larly  sp e c ia lize  in one 

of th ese  ty p es. S im ilar find ings have com e from  th is  study. The one 

group that can be con sid ered  a delinquent group engaged in a va r ie ty  

of delinquent acts; m o reo v er  in the gen era l youth setting other groups 

w ere noted and none cam e to the attention a s  sp ec ia liz in g  in one a c 

tiv ity . F or that m atter none of the groups studied, sp ec ia lized  in one 

a ctiv ity  a lon e, but engaged in a w ide var iety .

C ertain ly  the problem  of delinquency at th is  point r e s is t s  any 

typology or explanation based  on p erso n a lity  d iso r d e rs  a lone. Though 

th is sam ple w as sm a ll, in ten sive  in vestiga tion  in th ese  in sta n ces  in 

dicated  som e delinquent a c ts  in groups not at a ll  ch a ra cter ized  as d e 

linquent. F u rth erm ore m em b ers  of the group that did have a great 

num ber of p o lice  v io la tio n s only spent a v ery  sm a ll amount of tim e in  

delinquent behavior.

In the r e su lts  sec tio n  it w as noted that e sp e c ia lly  in Group I but
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a lso  in  the other groups, popularity and a scer ta in ed  lea d ersh ip  did not 

c o rr e la te  h igh ly . In Group II and III the h igh est status p osition  and the 

m o st popular p erso n  w ere the sam e, but the individual in the second  or  

th ird  p o sitio n  w as low  on the popularity d im en sion . On the other hand 

the lea d er  of Group I w as not m o st popular, but instead  it  w as the in d i

vidual in the second status position . T h is along with o b se rv e r s ' rep orts  

support the contention (H are, 1962; Sherif and Sherif, 1964) that le a d e r 

ship and popularity are  often sep arate d im en sion s in a group.

Since groups did com e from  sig n ifican tly  d ifferent so c ia l le v e ls ,  

it m igh t be asked  if th is did affect group p r o c e s s . The an sw er  seem ed  

to be a qualified  "no. " C ertainly in te r m s  of the defin ition  of gjroup 

used  in th is study, so c ia l phenom ena corresp ondin g to the defin ition  

w ere  lo ca ted  at a ll le v e ls . In e ffect Groups I through IV a ll  had n orm s, 

r o le s  and stru ctu re.

H ow ever norm s and a c tiv it ie s  betw een groups did d iffer . Group 

I had m ore  p o lice  v io la tion s, and m ore in sta n ces  of p h y sica l abuse  

betw een group m em b ers and n on -m em b ers w ere  record ed  for  th is  

group. Groups I, III and IV w ere  v ery  in tere sted  in g ir ls ,  but the 

c a se  w as m uch l e s s  so with Group IL

One of the la r g e s t  d ifferen ces  due to socioecon om ic  c la s s  w as  

the opportunities afforded to group m em b ers . Group I had to depend  

a lm o st en tire ly  upon public a r ea s  to m ee t. At the other ex trem e  

Group rv ra re ly  congregated  at a pool h a ll or restau ran t but p re ferred  

private  clubs and m em b ers' h om es. C onsequently, the a c t iv it ie s  of
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Group I w ere  m uch m ore pu blic ly  v is ib le  than any of the other groups, 

and thus m ore  lik e ly  to com e to  the attention of p o lice .

A s noted e a r lie r  each group had a fa ir ly  sta b ilized  p referen ce  

for ty p es  of ca rs  or a s  in the c a se  of Group III, m o to rc y c les . A ll 

m em b ers  of Group I did drink, usually  b eer, and con sid ered  th is  an 

im portant elem ent of appearing a s  m en. Though the m em b ers of Group 

II drank b eer , it w as n ever m ore than a g la s s  or two and on ra re  o cca 

s io n s , The m em b ers of Group III and IV seem ed  to have s im ila r  a tt i

tudes tow ard drinking, regarding it a s  forbidden but excitin g . R arely  

ev er  w ere  th ese  boys seen  w ith b eer in th eir  p o sse s s io n .

A ttitudes toward school varied  from  unanim ous contem pt e s 

p ec ia lly  to tea ch ers  and p r in c ip a ls  by m em b ers of Group I to a highly  

favorab le  endorsem ent by m em b ers of Group IL Groups III and IV 

fe l l  betw een th ese two p o les . In term s of clothing p r e fe r e n c e s , a ll  

groups varied  on a gen era l them e of co lleg ia te  s ty le s . Group I in 

m o st in sta n ces  w ore a cheap va r iety  of c lo th es that w ere in current 

fash ion  and often the c lo th es w ere  worn or not too neat. Groups II 

and III, to  the extent m em b ers could afford it, d r e sse d  v ery  s im ila r  

to  co lleg e  fresh m en  w hile Group IV c lo se ly  resem b led  fra tern ity  boys 

in th e ir  d r e ss .

It w as not fe lt  that the con clu sion  could be drawn that groups, 

in the term s of th is study, are absent from  any socioecon om ic  le v e l.

It can be concluded that even w ithin a re la t iv e ly  sm a ll and hom ogenous  

population th ere e x is t s  a great potential for varia tion  among groups.
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C ertain ly  socioecon om ic  le v e l is  but one of m any fa c to rs  that contribute  

to  th is  variation .

One p o ss ib le  th eo re tica l im p lica tion  of th is  study con cern s m ethods  

that a ler t su b jects in e ith er  fie ld  or lab oratory  conditions that they a re  

under study. In sev era l in sta n ces  group m em b ers w ere res is ta n t to 

outright questions; m o reo v er  in each  group sev e r a l w eek s p a ssed  before  

the ob server  had an opportunity to  See cer ta in  group activ ity .

A second im p lication  con cern s the d egree  of in tegration  or unity 

ex istin g  w ithin a so c ia l unit la rg er  than a sm a ll group. F indings here  

ind icate sev e r a l variation s on cen tra l th em es or pattern s are p o ss ib le , 

and that som ewhat an tith etica l or ien ta tion s m ay e x is t  w ithin the sam e  

setting .

At the individual le v e l the im portance of the sm all group a s  a 

point of r e feren ce  for the individual is  evident. The sm a ll group w as  

not only high ly  num erous, but it a lso  ca rr ied  a great deal of m eaning  

for the individual. Indeed norm s and r o le s  w ere ra re ly  enforced  for  

an individual, but w ere exp ectation s he str ived  to m eet. D eviations  

from  h is  own group norm s seem ed  v ery  painful for the ad o lescen t.

D eviation  with resp e c t to one or another set of n orm s has im 

portant p ra c tica l im p lica tion s. Too often treatm en t of cr im in a l o f

fen d ers con cen trates on the individual, a lon e, without con sid eration  of 

a set of norm s of a group to which he m ay be conform ing. F indings 

h ere  ind icate that so c ia l control m u st not only include the individual, 

but a lso  h is  group and m ore  in c lu siv e  so c ia l organ ization s.
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F in a lly  the m otivation al a sp ect of belonging to a group su g g ests  

future r e se a r c h  and p ra ctica l app lication . H isto r ica lly  m an has 

anchored h is  id en tity  and developed h is  ego  in the context of som e kind  

of so c ia l grouping. T his m ay have been the consanguineous and co n 

jugal fa m ily , the c lan , the tr ib e , the r a c e , the w ork group and so  on.

He m ay have had m u ltip le  id en tifica tion s, but the is su e  is  that he did 

have one or m ore .

Today a s  a resu lt of in d u str ia liza tion , urbanization and in c r ea se d  

m ob ility , trad ition a l groupings are  d isso lv in g . The sam e p r o c e ss  

see m s  to be occu rrin g  in a ll parts of the w orld  a lbeit at d ifferent 

sp eed s. What consequence th is has for  the individual or so c ie ty  s t i l l  

rem ain s la r g e ly  an unansw ered question . C ertain ly  a s  old a ffilia tio n s  

and in stitu tion s d isap p ear, new ones w ill  develop  to take th eir  p lace. 

But what w ill  be the d esign  of the new o r d e r s?  What norm s w ill  be 

developed? W ill arran gem en ts develop  by cap r ice  or can they be 

planned? If human a ffa ir s  can be planned what d esign  is  b est for  the 

s p e c ie s - - th e  se  and other m onum ental q u estion s have few if any s c ie n 

tif ic  a n sw ers  today.



CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A b rief h is to ry  and current findings and m ethods in sm all group  

r ese a rc h  w ere p resen ted  and sum m arized . P r e se n t resea rch  w as  

roughly divided into two tren d s, one of w hich em p h asized  fie ld  m ethods  

and phenom enology; the other em ph asized  control and experim en tal 

m anipulation. The f ir s t  trend w as found to be lacking in the ab ility  to 

go beyond d escr ip tion , w h ile  the second produced reserv a tio n s  about 

the va lid ity  of find ings and reproduction of v a r ia b le s  in the lab oratory .

C onsequently, a m ethodology w as p resen ted  to  ob serve r e a l- l ife  

groups to insure va lid ity  and with contro ls and p roced u res to m ore  

fu lly  in vestigate  phenom ena. B riefly  the m ethodology co n sisted  of 

using an observer  s im ila r  in age and appearance to the subjects and 

continuing observation  over a period of sev e r a l m onths. There w ere  

s ix  consecu tive  fo c u se s  for observation. They w ere  location  of group, 

rapport, status, n orm s, r o le s  and h isto ry . An independent o b server  

and soc io m etr ic  ra tin gs supplem ented the o b se r v e r 's  status rankings. 

P o lice  record s for m em b er v io lations w ere  obtained. M em bers' 

est im a tes  of fa m ily  incom e and independent evaluation of dw ellings
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w ere  gath ered . Interview s w ere  a lso  conducted w ith sch ool o ffic ia ls  

and o th ers who had contact w ith the groups.

Subjects co n sisted  of tw en ty -th ree  ad o lescen t m a le s . A ll sub

je c ts  liv e d  in a sm all c ity  of th irty  to fifty  thousand people. N earby  

w as a m uch la rg er  urban cen ter . Subjects w ere  hom ogeneous in race  

and nationality . It w as proposed  to loca te  groups in th ree  so c io e c o 

nom ic le v e ls  i. e . , low, m id d le and high, and four such groups w ere  

loca ted  and studied in ten siv e ly .

Group I w as p laced  in the low socioecon om ic le v e l. It had a 

hard co re  of s ix  m em b ers, a l l  of which had dropped out of school.

In th is  group se c r e c y  and r e s is ta n c e  to observation  w ere  high, and 

its  m em b ers had the g r ea te s t  num ber of p o lice  v io la tio n s. The s o 

c io m etr ic  d im ension  of fighting co rre la ted  m ost c lo se ly  with status.

Group II w as p laced  in the m iddle socioeconom ic le v e l . It, too, 

had a hard core  of six  m em b ers, a ll of whom w ere sen io rs  in high  

school. The cen tral a c t iv it ie s  of th is  group co n sisted  of a th le tic s , 

shooting snooker and ju st being togeth er. There w as v ery  lit t le  con

f lic t  betw een position s in the group structure, and the lea d er  w as  

a lso  the m o st popular person .

Group III w as the youngest group studied with a ll m em b ers f i f 

te e n -y e a r  s -o ld  at the tim e of the observation  period . It w as a lso  in  

the m iddle socioecon om ic le v e l . T his group w as v ery  in tere sted  in  

sch ool a th le t ic s , and group a c t iv it ie s  cen tered  c lo se ly  around th ese . 

T his group w as judged the le a s t  developed and seem ed  to  have a low
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d egree of co h ea iv en ess .

Group IV w as p laced  in the high socioecon om ic  le v e l . Like 

Groups I and II it had a hard core  of s ix  m em b ers. The m em b ersh ip  

of th is  group ra re ly  appeared in public a r e a s  and w as lo ca ted  by the 

o b serv er  in a private setting . Structure in th is  group w as ch a r a cter 

ized  by co m p etitio n  betw een two m em b ers  at the lead ersh ip  position .

C om parisons among groups indicated  d ifferen ces  on the s o c io 

econ om ic d im en sion  and on num ber of p o lice  v io la tio n s. The d iffer 

en ces  w ere  sign ifican t at resp ecta b le  le v e ls .  S im ila r itie s  am ong  

groups w ere  noted including the im portance of m oney, c lo th es , g ir ls  

and ca rs . D ifferen ces  w ere attributed  in m o st c a se s  to  v a r ia tion s on 

cen tra l n orm s or th em es. As an exam ple Group I, III and IV w ere  

v ery  in tere sted  in g ir ls , but Group I seem ed  to seek  p r im a r ily  sexual 

fa v o rs with low  em p h asis on dating or m a rr ia g e . C ontrastingly  m e m 

b ers  of Group II showed lit t le  in te r e st  in g ir ls  and ch a stised  m em b ers  

who dated.

Socioecon om ic le v e l w as seen  a s  only one of sev e r a l d im en sion s  

effecting  v a r ia b ility  in the groups. Even w ithin the c lo s e ly  c ir c u m 

scr ib ed  setting  with the low  d egree of d ifferentiation  in occupation, 

nationality , ra ce , liv ing conditions, sch o o ls  and so forth th ere  w as  

con sid erab le  variation  among the groups.

M ethodological im p lication s ind icated  the fe a s ib ility  of com bining  

laboratory  con tro ls  w ith fie ld  va lid ity . H ow ever no c la im  w a s m ade 

for any p erfection  of m ethods nor a com p lete  d escrip tion  and explanation
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of beh avior in groups.

T h eo retica l con sid era tio n s w ere  d isc u sse d  concerning d ifferen 

tia tion  betw een  lea d ersh ip  and popularity , the d egree  of in tegration  

am ong so c ia l un its and the problem  of deviation  and so c ia l control. 

P o ss ib le  r ese a rc h  w as con sid ered  in th ese  a r e a s  and the fe a s ib ility  

of s c ie n t if ic a lly  planning human organ iza tion s. The study took note 

of the potentia l that such r ese a rc h  could have.
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APPENDIX A

Structural Rankings for Group I

O bserved Status Independent O bservation

Individual A ssig n ed  Rank Individual A ssign ed  Rank

Tom 1 Tom 1

L arry 2 L arry 2

John 3 ■“ John 4

Howard 4 Howard 3

Rocky 5 Rocky 5

Coon 6 Coon 6
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APPEN D IX  A (Continued)

P opularity  

Individual Rank

E ffective  Initiation  

Individual Rank

Fighting  

Individual Rank

Tom 2 Tom 1. 5 Tom 1

L arry 1 L arry 1. 5 L arry 2

John 3 .5 John 3 John 3

Howard 5 Howard 4 Howard 4

Rocky 6 Rocky 5. 5 Rocky 5 .5

Coon 3 .5 Coon 5. 5 Coon 5. 5



APPENDIX B

Structural Rankings for Group II

O bserved Status Independent O bservation

Individual A ssig n ed  Rank Individual A ssign ed  Rank

P ete 1 P ete 1

Gene 2 Gene 2

C ecil 3 G rover 3

G rover 4 Ray 4

Ray 5 Ron 5

Ron 6
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APPENDIX B (Continued)

Popularity  

Individual Rank

E ffective  Initiation  

Individual Rank

Fighting

Individual Rank

Pete 1 P ete 1 P ete 2 .5

Gene 3 Gene 3 .5 Gene 1

C ecil 2 C ecil 2 C ecil 2 .5

Grover 4. 5 G rover 3. 5 G rover 4 .5

Ray 4. 5 Ray 5 Ray 6

Ron 6 Ron 6 Ron 4. 5



APPENDIX C

Structural R ankings for Group III

O bserved  Status Independent O bservation

Individual A ss ig n ed  Rank Individual A ss ig n ed  Rank

B illy 1 B illy 1

Pat 2 Pat 3

Cotton 3 Cotton 2

Bobby 4 Bobby 5

Leon 5 Leon 4
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APPENDIX C (Continued)

P op u larity

Individual Rank

E ffective  Initiation  

Individual Rank

Fighting

Individual Rank

B illy 1 B illy 1 B illy 1

Pat 2 .5 Pat 2 Pat 3

Cotton 4 Cotton 3 Cotton 2

Bobby 2. 5 Bobby 4 Bobby 4

Leon 5 Leon 5 Leon 5



APPENDIX D

Structural Rankings for Group IV

O bserved  Status Independent O bservation

Individual A ssign ed  Rank "Individual A ssig n ed  Rank

Rod 1 Rod 2

Harold 2 Harold 1

Craig 3 Craig 4

Ken 4 Ken 3

Rick 5 R ick 5

Jack 6 Jack 6
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APPENDIX D (Continued)

Pop ularity E ffective Initiation Fighting

Individual Rank Individual Rank Individual Rank

Rod 2 Rod 1 Rod — 1 .5

Harold 3 Harold 3 H arold 1 .5

Craig 1 Craig 2 Craig 4

Ken 4 Ken 4 Ken 3

R ick 6 Rick 5 R ick 5 .5

Jack 5 Jack 6 Jack 5 .5



APPENDIX E

M em bers' E stim a tes  of Aimxial F am ily  Incom e

Group I Group II

Tom 4, 000 P ete 8 ,0 0 0

L arry 1, 500 Gene 4, 800

John 4, 000 C ec il 7 ,0 0 0

Howard 6, 500 G rover 7 ,5 0 0

Rocky 2, 000 Ray 6, 000

Coon 3, 000 Ron 9 ,0 0 0

M eans 3, 500 7 ,0 5 0
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APPENDIX E (Continued)

Group III Group IV

BUly 7 ,0 0 0 Rod 60, 000

Pat 10, 000 H arold 12 ,000

Cotton 6, 000 C raig 2 0 ,000

Bobby 1 0 ,0 0 0 Ken 10,000

Leon 10, 000 Rick 30 ,000

Jack 25 ,000

M eans 8, 600 26 ,167



APPENDIX F

E stim ated  Value of F am ily  D w elling

Group I Group n

Tom 4, 000 P ete 18 ,000

L arry 1 ,000 Gene 6 ,0 0 0

John 4 ,0 0 0 C ecil 8 ,0 0 0

Howard 8, 000 G rover 1 2 ,5 0 0

Rocky 2, 000 Ray 6, 000

Coon 3, 500 Ron 18, 000

M eans 3, 750 M eans 11 ,417
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APPENDIX F  (Continued)

Group III Group IV

BÜIy 8, 000 Rod 50,000

Pat 13, 000 Harold 25 ,000

Cotton 7, 000 Craig 20 ,000

Bobby 18, 000 Ken 19,000

Leon 18, 000 R ick 30,000

Jack 27 ,000

M eans 12, 800 M eans 28, 500



APPENDIX G

T otal R ecorded P o lice  V iolations for M em b ers

Tom 13 P ete 1

L arry 4 Gene 0

John 9 C ecil 1

Howard 12 G rover 1

Rocky 12 Ray 0

Coon 7 Ron 0

T otals 57 3

149



150

APPENDIX G (Continued)

Group III Group IV

BU ly 1 Rod 0

Pat 0 H arold 0

Cotton 1 C raig 0

Bobby 2 Ken 0

Leon 0 R ick 1

Jack 2

T otals - -  4 3


