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"All kinds of history are essential: history as politics,
history as art, history as economics, history as religion. "

Frederick Jackson Turner



CHAPTER 1
"INTRODUCTION

The city has become a major subject of study, not only
by historians but by prehistorians, anthropologists,
sociologists, architects, urban planners, and, indeed, in
almost all the so-called social sciences. As for the city
in the ancient world, the Greek and Roman city and city-
state were in antiquity the theme of such historians as
Thucydides and Livy and of political analysts like Plato,
Aristotle, and Polybius. The nineteenth century witnessed
the development of comparative studies of the ancient city
and its institutions, such as that done by Numa Fustel de
Coulanges. The cities of the ancient Near East, extending
from the Indus Valley to Egypt, have been the subject of
historical and archaeological treatment. Lewis Mumford
devotes several chapters of The City in History to the
emergence of the ancient city, but his approach is both
general and fundamentally sociological. Thus, there does
not appear to have been any consideration of the city and
its role in ancient history for the Late Bronze Age
Mediterranean world.

A study of the Late Bronze Age is a difficult endeavor;

the evidence is fragmentary, and seldom conclusive. Written



records are scarce; the historian is forced to rely upon
Aarchaeological evidence, something subject to a variety of
interpretations. Any attempt at synthesis becomes a chancy
undertaking. But, if the study of the past is to have any
relevance to a better understanding of the present, then we
must start to concentrate on those aspects of ancient
civilization which will help us to see the social evolution
of the twentieth century C.E. in its proper perspective, and
at the same time revise our knowvledge and appreciation of
particular situations which have their origins in remote
antiquity.

Studies which have appeared on the subject of the Late
Bronze Age have been severely limited in scope.
Geographically, previous studies generally reflect a
particular site; i.e., Carl W. Blegen’s Troy and the
Trojans, . George E. Mylonas’ Mycenae, and Nicholas Platon’s
Zakros. Chronologically, former studies have encompassed
the entirety of the Bronze Age; i.e., H. R. Hall’s The
Civilization of Greece in the Bronze Age and Emily
Vermeule’s Greece in the Bronze Age.

The historian finds herself in a peculiar and
precarious position. Being neither archaeologiﬁt nor
philologist, she must still attempt in some measure to
master and utilize the data from both disciplines, wvhile
creating from this data a meaningful historical synthesis
vhich does justice both to the texts and to the artifacts.

The entire corpus of Late Bronze Age material needs



3
interdisciplinary, quantitatively oriented restudy, as wvell
as systematic comparison with the contemporary archeological
data, and indirect suggestions as to socioceconomic
organization provided by the fragmentary documentary sources
coupled with the historical and literary texts. The present
analysis represents an attempt to combine archaeclogical and
textual evidence in an effort to place the study of the Late
Bronze Age Mediterranean world upon a firmer foundation.

The primary purpose of this dissertation is to address
the question: Did the cities of the Late Bronze Age
Hediterranean'world comprise common characteristics? Or,
vas there a koine culture among the cities of the Late
Bronze Age Mediterranean world? If such a koine culture did
exist among the cities of the Late Bronze Age Mediterranean
world, wvwhy?

Five cities of the Late Bronze Age Mediterranean world
have been selected for this study: Enkomi, Pylos, Troy,
Ugarit, and Zakros. These five cities represent divergent
geographical locations in the kaleidoscopic landscape of the
ancient Mediterranean. In short, these five cities could be
called port cities. Hazor, an inland city of the Levant,
has been chﬁaen as an excursus; Hazor represents a caravan
city. For the location of these six sites, see the sketch
map in Figure 1 of the Appendix.

The idea of a Late Bronze Age is a valid concept only
if viewed in a wider context, involving not merely the use

but rather the extensive use of metals, together with the



4
resulting grovth of international trade and the development
of a city-state type of political organization, usually
vithin fortified urban centers. In this study the Late
Bronze Age is to be understood as that period in which the
predominant composition of bronze was a combination of
copper and tin (Cu to Sn ratio = 9:1) and during which
extenaive trade in metals and other valuable luxury goods
became important; i.e., after 1600 B.C.E. and continuing to
approximately 1200 B.C.E.

There is probably no single definition of what is meant
by the term "city."™ Usually, the vord "city" designates an
urban center or any permanent gsettlement; in itself, this
term gives no indication of the size of the settlement or
the number of its inhabitants. The point at which a
settlement becomes a "city" is dispuyed by modern students
of urban culture. Nevertheleses, there ia a large measure of
general agreement that in antiquity a "city" was a settled
community with a gocially stratified poﬁulation following a
variety of trades and professions, and capable of producing
surpluses of food for those of its members who were not
engaged in’egriculture.

During the course of the second millennium B.C.E.,
there gradually emerged throughout the Mediterranean wvorld a
type of city known to scholars as the "city-state® or "city-
kingdom, " vhich continued in existence into the first
millennium B.C.E. This type of city is not to be confused

wvith the classical city-state, the Greek polis, which was



quite different in development and character. The city,
fufthermore, comprised not only the built-up area but also
the cultivated fields and the pastureland in the vicinity.

Any Mediterranean problem is tantamount to the origins
of Western civilization. Thus, perhaps prior to the paper
proper, brief mention should be made regarding several
permanent factors pertaining to the Mediterranean.

The Mediterranean with its coasts forms a geographic
unit in which deep bays, good harbors, and frequent islands
made communication by water easy for Late Bronze Age man.
This coastal area has historically been both a meeting place
and a battleground.

All around the Mediterranean, a precarious living is
von by painful labor, for throughout the lands circumjacent
to the Mediterranean there have alwvays been earthquakes,
famines, droughts, and floods; in fact, "dark ages" of a
sort are recurrent. The cultural root is subsistence
farming based upon the ancient trinity of wheat, olives, and
vine, with a little fishing and herding thrown in; the
fisherman vho is also a farmer living on the coast can
support life at a frugal level vhich is almost
indestructible.

These are the constants, the norms against which to set
the affluence of the court and palace: a Pylos, Ugarit, or
Zakros. It is no exaggeration to say that in the past the

Mediterranean wvas always on the verge of famine. It is



against this background that the artificial growth of the
Late Bronze Age city-states can be differentiated.

What follows is not to be taken as a comprehensive
history of cities in the Late Bronze Age Mediterranean
world. The claim is that a careful study of several sites
should facilitate the comprehension of specific cultural
elements which embraced the entire Mediterranean world of
the Late Bronze Age and that these identifiable components

certainly affected various aspects of ancient history.



CHAPTER 11
ENKOMI
Location of Site

Enkomi is situated on the east coast of Cyprus. The
remains of Enkomi, thus far, constitute the most important

archaeological site of the Cypriot Late Bronze Age.!

Enkomi lies in the plain below rocky cliffs which hide it
from the sea; on its south side is the river Pedieos. The
towvn had an inner harbor which was connected with the sea
through a navigable channel. Enkomi started as a small

community of farmers in the seventeenth century B.C.E.?
The Excavations

Though the Late Bronze Age had already been studied by
Einar Gjerstad and others in the twenties, it is only in the
last thirty-five years, or so, that abundant light has been
thrown on this period as a résult of extensive excavations
carried'out by several European expeditions and by the
Cyprus Department of Antiquities.?

Enkomi was first discovered by looters who robbed a
number of its tombs. A British expedition carried out
.excavations in 1896, and, thereupon, enriched the British

Museum’s collections of Mycenaean jewelry and'Hycenaean



pottery.* More tombs were excavated by the Swedish Cyprus
Expedition in 1930.% Thus, the site of Enkomi had become
known as the richest Late Bronze Age necropolis on the
island. Finally, in 1934, Claude F. A. Schaeffer, who had
been excavating the important Late Bronze Age site of Ras
Shamra (Ugarit), on the Syrian coast opposite Cyprus, wvas
led to Enkomi and with ingenuity and good fortune discovered
that what had been regarded by all his predecessors as a
necropolis was in fact a large city site; the tombs of the
city were in the courtyards of the houses, and not in a
separate cemetery.* This proved to be a sensational dis-
covery: for the first time an entire Late Bronze Age city
vags available for excavation and study. Schaeffer began
excavﬁtions vhich, except for a break during the wvar, have
continued every year, with important results. In 1948,
Schaeffer invited the Cyprus Department of Antiquities to
share the responsibility of excavation, and a jeint French-
Cypriote expedition was established with Dr. Porphyrios
Dikaios as the Cypriote component; this joint effort lasted
for about eight years.? The French Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique is novw in sole charge of excavations

on the site.
Late Bronze Age Circumstances

Enkomi, like the remainder of the island of Cyprus,
entered the Late Bronze Age (c. 1600 B.C.E.) in an atmosphere

of unrest; the first decades of the Late Bronze Age differ



little from the period of tension and anxiety that marked
the closing years of the Middle Bronze Age.* Some of the
old fortresses were destroyed and rebuilt and newvw fortresses
wvere constructed, like the one at Enkomi.? It is doubtful,
though not impossible, that raids by the Hyksos spurred the
construction or reconstruction of many of these
fortresses.'?

It may be significant that these destructions wvere
partially cpntemporaneous with mass burials. It seems
difficult to decide whether these people died in war,
plague, or other disasters, as paleopathological
investigations of the skeletons have not been made, but it
is tempting to regard them as results of the wvars wvhich are
testified by the destructions of the fortresses.!'®* Men,
vomen, and children were buried in these tombs. The
anthropological study of the skulls suggests that the
population was Armenoid or Cicilian.‘'?

The peaceful conditions which prevailed in the eastern
Mediterranean followving the expulsion of the Hyksos favored
the development of Cyprus. The pax aegyptiaca encouraged
trade which in turn aided the growth of the major urban
centers.t!? The two traditional antagonists, the people
living in the eastern and western parts of Cyprus, settled
their differences; the island as a whole was on the road to
prosperity and "homogeneous cultural development. "** Given
a chance to develop peacefully, the coastal towns gained in

importance as harbors from which international trade was
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conducted. The agricultural'hinterland grevw, as did the
industrial centers in the mining areas, vhere at least part
of the smelting of copper ore took place.!® Enkomi emerged
as the primary harbor city on the east coast.

During the latter part of the Late Bronze Age (c. 1300
B.C.E.), a chain of nev harbor towns sprang up along the
south coast of Cyprus. Since copper wvas exported from the
coast, there must have been some sort of agreement among the
various harbor towns for free passage of this metal, as well
as an arrangement for sharing in the supply of copper ore
extracted from distant mining areas. Despite such
cooperation, it is probable that the various harbor towns
were politically and economically independent of one
another,t* Did they all recognize a king who resided in the
most important of these towns, Alashiya, which also gave its
name to the entire island?!? No one knows, though perhaps
some day the decipherment of the inscribed clay tablets from

Enkomi will clarify this enigma.
The Fortress

Very few architectural remains date to the beginning of
the Late Bronze Age at Enkowi. This is because buildihg
continued unabated in the same areas down to the end of the
Late Bronze Age, altering and in some cases obliterating
earlier efforts. Nonetheless, wvhat is left is impressive.
In the northern area of Enkomi, called Area III, the

earliest architectural remains belonged to a powerful
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fortress (Figure 2). This monumental fortress was
rectangular in plan, being built as a separate unit; it had
two entrances in the southwest and southeast side of the
long south wall, vhich was proceeded by a long portico with
a row of pillars (Figure 3).t!® The fort was destroyed soon
after its erection; thereupon, it was rebuilt, its western
section having been adapted to house extensive copper
workshops (Figure 4).t!?

The construction of a fortress signifies that the
inhabitants of Enkomi envisaged the eventuality of facing
hostile actions against their town. The presence of a
previous fortress, as we have seen, may have had some
connection with the activities of the Hyksos. But we know
that the Hyksos had been driven-out of Egypt at the
beginning of the sixteenth century; this was exactly the
time when the new fortress had been erected. Therefore, it
remains doubtful whether we could relate the construction of
the latter fortress with the final phase of the struggle
against the Hyksos, especially since the first destruction
of the newv fortress and of a contemporary dwelling in the
center of tovwn (called Area I), took place about 13525
B.C.E.®° However, this was the time of the shaft graves of
Mycenae; it has been suggested that the Mycenaean vwarriors
wvho were buried in these graves assisted the Egyptians as
mercenaries in the struggle against the Hyksos and that it
vag in this way that they brought back to Greece the wealth

of gold and other jewelry buried with them in the shaft
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graves. *t These graves contained, apart from gold and
'silver treasures, numerous bronze weapons and especially
good numbers of large and small copper or bronze vessels.
Cyprus vas the source for copper, and, judging from the
records found in the excavations at Alalakh and Mari,
Alashiya exported copper to numerous areas of the ancient
Near East. The evidence collected in Area III at Enkomi
indicates that copper smelting was already being carried-out
during the final years of the Middle Bronze Age, and that
copper smelting continued into the Late Bronze Age at the
same location.®®

Surely the Mycenaean warriors of the shaft grave period
wvho, as suggested with good reason, took part in the wvars of
the ancient Near East, must have known that Cyprus wvas a
producer of copper and that Enkomi, which lay near the
eastern coast of the island, was a possible source of copper
industry. It would not be surprising if, on the way to the
Near East or vice versa, the Mycenaeans stopped at the
eastern shore of Cyprus, and particularly at Enkomi, in
search for copper. Once the source vas known to them, the
Mycenaeans may have organized expeditions to Cyprus, even if
their sqrvices as mercenaries vere no longer needed in the
Near East. The presence of Mycenaean or Minoan pottery of
the period of the shaft gravea'and in the first level
fortress at Enkomi provides corroborating evidence
testifying to some connections with the Aegean world.®*?

Thus, we could explain the construction of the new fortress
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at Enkomi by assuming that the inhabitants aimed at
defending themselves and their copper industry against
possible raiders.

The fortress had been reconstructed following its first
destruction and spanned almost a century (c.1525 - c. 1425
B.C.E.) during which time it housed the copper workshops
vhere smelting was conducted on a large scale.®* It was
exactly during this period of the great activity of the
copper wvorkshops that Alashiya is mentioned in the list of
tributaries to Egypt in the days of Thutmose III (1504 -
1450 B.C.E.); the tribute being paid was copper (Figure
S).=8

The reconstructed fortress ended in a severe
catastfophe accompanied by a conflagration. The disaster
can be dated to about 1425 B.C.E., a date corroborated by
Mycenaean pottery.®® It would be hazardous to speculate as
to the causes of the destruction, but the above date which
may fluctuate somevhat in either direction, coincides
approximately with the destruction of Knossos and of all the
major centers in Crete. Two main explanations for this
videspread destruction have been suggested: namely, war or

earthquake due to a volcanic eruption on Thera.??
Cypro-Minoan Scripts

The growth of large urban centers similar to Enkowmi,
the development of trade and industry and the new era in the

cultural and social life which beéan during the Late Bronze
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Age necessitated a script for administrative and other
purposes. The earliest inscribed document was found on a
fragment of a baked clay tablet with engraved signs in
horizontal rows. It was found at Enkomi and is dated by the
excavator to approximately 1500 B.C.E.2* This script has
been compared with Linear A of Crete, though some scholars
deny that it shows any Aegean influence; Sir Arthur Evans
labelled it Cypro-Minocan.®?

The tablet was found in a room belonging to the western
section of the fortress, the whole of which was devoted to
copper smelting.?° The presence of the tablet in this
portion of the fortress may not be due to pure coincidence,
although it would be a mere conjecture if we suggested a
relationship between the contents of the text of the tablet
and the copper industrial activity vh;ch is manifested in
the fortress. The fortress was, as we have seen, a
substantial building evidently erected for defense purposes;
in it lived, presumably, a powverful inhabitant--perhaps one
of the most powverful citizens if not the most powerful, or,
in other words, the king of the community. If so0, the
housing in the fortress of the copper workshops may mean
that the copper industry was in the hands of the king who,
likevise, lived in the same building; the fortress contained
a residential sector, a house sanctuary, and other
paraphernalia.?! Thus, yhe subject matter of the
inscription on the tablet may have some connection with the

administration of the copper industry or may be a letter,
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perhaps, destined for some king outside Cyprus but never
sent.

We now possess evidence for importation to Enkomi of
Minoan pottery at exactly the time of the tablet when
contemporary pottery was also imported to Crete. White Slip
pottery, identical with tbat found in the fortress room in
wvhich the tablet was found, was also found at Knossos, a
fact which shows reciprocal contacts between Cyprus, and in
particular Enkomi and Knossos.3* The argument concerning
the scarcity of cultural relations between Cyprus and Crete
at the time of the tablet, if not entirely removed, loses
much of its strength.

The affinity of the script of the tablet with Linear A
and its discovery in a building where copper industry was so
active, when combined with the archaeological evidence
referred to above (viz., the reciprocal relations between
Enkomi and Knossos) all entitle us to assume that the kings
of Crete were at this particular time interested in the
copper of Cyprus. This was the era which preceded the
destruction of Knossos and Enkomi and seems to have been at
the very center of the copper activity.

Very few documents survive in the earliest form of
Cypro-Minoan. Apart from the Enkomi tablet, there are only
a clay loom weight and a cylinder seal from the same site.
Some scholars emphasize the Aegean character not only of the
script, but also of its development during the first

millennium B.C.E. into what is known as the Cypriot
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syllabary, though both its forwm and structure were modified
to suit the Greek language.?? Nevertheless, even if the
Aegean parentage is correct, ancient Near Eastern influence
and local adaptations are not impossible. The cushion-like
form of the thirteenth century B.C.E. tablets, and the fact
that they were intentionally baked after engraving, brings
them closer to ancient Near Eastern documents than to those
of the Aegean. Furthermore, later tablets were engraved in
a style which recalls the cuneiform script. If the Cretan
origin of Cypro-Minoan is accepted, how did the script reach
Cyprus? A suggestion has been made that the Cypriots
borrowed this script from Cretans living in Syria, possibly
at Ugarit, where they met as merchants at the end of the
Middle Bronze Age.?**

Several attempts have been made to decipher Cypro-
Minoan, but all have failed. The language (or languages) of
the texts that have come to light remains unknown. There
seems no possibility that any form of Greek is involved.?®
One theory is that it may be Hurrian, but the few objects
discovered at Enkomi which might be labelled as "Hurrian" do
not justify such an assertion.?¢ Certainly some foreign
elements wvere present among the population of Cyprus during
this time period, as is showvn via the Bichrome wvwheelmade
pottery style which was made locally but in a foreign,
possibly Syrian, tradition; in addition, Red Lustrous
vheelmade pottery, whose characteristic fusiform jugs of

arm-shaped vessels appear for the first time at the
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beginning of the Late Bronze Age, may have Anatolian
.affinities (Figure 6).%7

Although so few documents inscribed in Cypro-Minoan
have thus far been found, they appear on a variety of
inscribed objects, unlike the Aegean examples where the
script is confined mainly to palace archives. The script is
known in the main urban centers throughout Cyprus, though
tablets with long texts have been found only at Enkomi.?3®
The script appears engraved after firing or painted on
vasesg, oOr engraved on bronze or clay votive objects, ivory
objects, seals, and weights; thus, the script seems
extensively diffused.??® This may mean that Cypro-Minoan was
videspread among the island’s population (Figure 7).

The development of the firmly established script may be
folloved from the fourteenth century B.C.E. onwvards; this is
the so-called "Cypro-Minoan I" script, which appears on a
variety of objects and continues down to the eleventh
century vith a predominance in the twelfth century.*? There
are about eighty signs in the Cypro-Minocan 1 script.
Specialists working on the classification of the signs and
their decipherment confirm that the script and the language
it reprgsenta are the same throughout the island, indicating
linguistic uniformity.*!

Tovards the end of the thirteenth century B.C.E.,
"Cypro-Minoan I1" script appears, represented by the large
tablets from Enkomi.*® These tablets are rectangular,

either cushion-shaped, or in the form of a cylinder (Figure
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8); all are kiln-baked. The script is divided, usually,
into vertical columns as in the ancient Near Eastern
fashion. The average size of the tablets is 22 by 19
inches, to judge from the dimensions of the four fragmentary
ones discovered at Enkomi.*? They are thought to be
literary or religious texts probably in verse; this new
script consists of sixty signs and may represent a different
language from Cypro-Minoan (Figure 9).**

There is even a "Cypro-ﬂinoan III" script, on a tablet
found at Ugarit on which, in Ugaritic fashion, a list of
Semitic proper names appears (Figure 10). "Decipherment
has made little progress; but it is clear that it was more
widely employed within Cypriot trading circles than the
paucity of clay tablets suggests. "*?3 Madame E. Masson has
been able to decipher twenty out of the total of twenty-five
names from the tablet found at Ugarit.**

One of the numerous problems concerning Cypro-Minocan is
that it remained in use during the twelfth century B.C.E.
wvhen the ruling classes of Enkomi and elsewhere must have
been Mycenaeans, wvhom one would expect to have introduced
their own Linear B script. The only explanation is that the

Mycenaeans were using local scribes.
Seals

Other objects, perhaps connected with administrative
functions such as the authentication of documents and the

endorsement of contracts, are the seals, which make their
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appearance during the middle phase of the Late Bronze Age.
The Cypriot seal-engraver, basing his iconography on that of
the Near East as well as the Aegean, produced a style of his
own of which some very fine examples have survived. The
usual form is the cylinder seal of steatite, haematite,
lapis lazuli or paste and, very rarely, gold, but there are
also other shapes such as prisms and conoid stamp seals; the
latter became common during the final years of the Late
Bronze Age.*? A numbef of Cypriot cylinder seals have been
found throughout the Aegean and the ancient Near East; of
particulér note are the fine cylinder seals of lapis lazuli

discovered in the Mycenaean palace at Thebes in Boeotia.
Alashiya

Although Cypro-HMinocan documents are still silent
concerning the history of Cyprus during the Late Bronze Age,
the name of Cyprus, Alashiya or Asy, is frequently mentioned
in ancient Near Eastern texts. Alashiya appears, in
association with copper,‘on the tablets from Alalakh and
Mari of the eighteenth and seventeenth centuries B.C.E.,
respectively.*® References to Alashiya are particularly
frequent from the fourteenth century B.C.E.** It should
here be noted that although some scholars still deny or are
skeptical about the identification of Alashiya with Cyprus,
the vast majority accept it, especially since it has been
shown that the name was used for the island of Alashiya, for

which Cyprus is the only possibility.3°
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In the course of a correspondence, dating to the second
quarter of the fourteenth century B.C.E., between Pharaoh
Akhenaton of Egypt and the king of Alashiya, the king refers
to the Pharaoch as his "brother. "3t Alashiya, therefore, is
an ally of Egypt, and in this capacity the king of Alashiya
advises the Pharaoh not to conclude a treaty with the
Hittites who were enemies of Alashiya. In several letters
the king of Alashiya promises to send copper ingots,
probably as a tribute to the Pharaoh for keeping peace in
the eastern Mediterranean.3% Other gifts include oil, wood,
horses, and ivory.3%3? Cyprus did not produce ivory, of
course, but ivory may have been a current commodity in a
large industrial town like Enkomi, where ivory-working was
not unknown. In return, the king of Alashiya requests gifts
such as a bedstead of ebony inlaid with gold, a gold
chariot, tvwo horses, silver, and good o0il.3%*

In another letter, the king of Alashiya informs the
Pharaoh that the latter’s envoy had to stay for three years
in Alashiya because the god Nergal killed all the men in his
land and there was nobody to produce copper.?? It has been
suggested that this reference to Nergal may really allude to
a plague which devastated the ancient Mediterranean
following an earthquake that occurred in the middle of the
fourteenth century B.C.E.; this phenomenon may be associated
with the destruction at Enkomi about 1350 B.C.E.3¢ Others,
however, associate the destruction at Enkomi with the Lukka

wvho attacked Alashiya annually, as we know from the Amarna
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Letters. 37 In one instance the Lukka are reported to have
attacked Egypt, being accompanied by people from Alashiya;
some of the latter were captured and the king of Alashiya
asked the Pharaoh to return them.3* The names of the
captives seem to be Hurrian and Semitic, a fact which may
support the theory that a small percentage of the population
during this particular time period was foreign.3%?
In the Hittite tablets Alashiya is referred to as a
part of the Hittite empire from 1400 B.C.E. to 1200 B.C.E;
Hittite kings sent prisoners and adversaries to Alashiya
during the fourteenth and thirteenth centuries B.C.E.¢°
Early references to Alashiya in the Hittite archives have to
be treated with circumspection; but the claim of Tudhaliyas
IV in the thirteenth century to have taken Alashiya and
carried off its king is probably historical fact:
His wvives, his sons, his servants, all his
wvealth in gold and silver, copper and a great spoil
of people I collected together and carried to
Hattusas. I made the whole land of Alashiya subject
to me and liable to pay tribute.*!
Copper was a large part of the tribute. Rather than
outright conquest this may have been a successful foray,
since the Hittites returned home with booty but never gained
a lasting overlordship of the island. It should be observed
that the booty included women and children. It is
interesting to note that recent excavations at Hattusas have
brought to light a fragment of an "oxhide" copper

ingot.¢*
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‘According to the Hittites, King Shuppiluliuma II fought
.a naval battle about 1190 against Alashiya, in which he
destroyed the enemy ships in the middle of the sea.*?
Shuppiluliuma II then landed and completely vanquished a
great number of enemies; he ordered the Alashiyans to pay
him tribute: silver, copper, women, and children.é®* It is
difficult to determine the accuracy of the statements in the
Hittite documents and to know how much is boastful
asgertion. The claim that Cyprua formed part of the Hittite
empire cannot be substantiated by archaeological evidence.¢?3
Hovwbeit, the correspondence between the king of Alashiya and
his allies, the Pharaoh of Egypt and the king of Ugarit,
would suggest that Alashiya was independent. References to
Alashiya and her Near Eastern neighbors, likewise, appear in
various texts dating to the end of the thirteenth and the
beginning of the twelfth centuries B.C.E., and refer to the
disturbances caused in the eastern Mediterranean at the very

end of the Late Bronze Age by the Sea Peoples.**
Fortress Reconstructions

Many fortresses were reconstructed during the Late
Bronze Age, and the fortress of Enkomi is a case in point.
It will be recalled that this fortresas was built in the
northern part of the town, on the inside of the later city
wvall; it was an elongated quadrangular building with massive
external walls enclosing several rooms, measuring 45 meters

from east to west and 13.30 meters from north to south.*?
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The southwest gate was protected by a rectangular tower
projecting from the main building; staircases from the
interior of the rooms led to an upper story and the roof.*s?®
Another building, perhaps fortificatory but also used as a
copper vorkshop was constructed on top of the first fort
(c.1400 B.C.E.).¢*? Some of tﬁe valls of the first fort were
re-used, but the new layout was different and larger
including both domestic quarters and workshops.?’° The new
compound consisted of successive rectangular blocks of rooms
standing side by side, each block having a separate entrance
from the south; it had the appearance of a stronghold, wvhere
copper smelting was conducted (Figure 11).7! On the east
side was a rectangular forecourt which had strong external
wvalls énd was preceded by a courtyard enclosed on three
sides.’* Staircases found in several rooms give evidence of
an upper story.?? This building was destroyed about 1300
B.C.E.7*

The buildings were repaired again and were probably
utilized for defensive purposes, their roofs serving as
platforms for the defenders; it became, again, the scene of
intensive copper working.?’® The ore was crushed in one of
the rooms, in the floor of which a big basin had been formed
vhere a quern and founders remained in situ.7¢ In another
room wvas a furnace and accumulated slag, wvhile outside these
vorkshops successive layers of slag had been dumped in what

vas apparently an open yard.?7? Cruciblesg and some moulds



24
wvere found in a third room and in several others clay lined

pits had been formed, probably for some refining process.?’®
Fortification Wall

It was in the midst of this great activity in the copper
workshops, and of this prosperity, that the decision to
erect the fortification wall around Enkomi had been taken.
The analysis of the stratigraphical evidence in Area III, in
conjunction with the pottery, has shown that this event took
place about 1250 B.C.E.?’? The city wall of Enkomi has
largely been exposed, so that the extent of the entire city
is known; it measures about 400 meters from north to south,
and about 350 meters from east to west.*®° There are several
tovwers built at irregular intervals against the south, wvest,
and north sides, constructed of large stone blocks with a
rubble core. A north and west gate have been investigated.
One of the east-west streets reached the west gate, which
wvas built in a dog-leg plan; the north gate lay at the end
of the north-south street and had an inner gate (Figure
12).98 The lowest course of the wall was built of large
limestone blocks which was, in turn, founded upon a bedrock
surface; the intrices were filled with smaller stones.*?
This constituted the foundation upon which a superstructure
of red mudbricks was built; the wall measured 2-2.30 meters
in thickness.®*? The method of construction is in no vay
that of the Cyclopean walls of the Greek mainland; but it

has this in common with them, namely, that it is solid and
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not a "shell" wall. There is another feature which connects
the Enkomi wall with the West and that is the method of
reserving, at places, empty spaces used as casemates. An
important feature of this wall concerns a secret tunnel
constructed of mudbricks along the inner face of the wall

(Figure 13).%*
Funerary Architecture

At Enkomi, the development of funerary architecture is
illustrated from the beginning of the Late Bronze Age.
Generally, funerary architecture follows older traditions:
rock-cut chamber tombs with a short dromos. But there is,
likewise, an innovation: tholei built of stone, of which
three specimens have been found at Enkomi (Figure 14).%% 1In
one case there is a superstructure of baked bricks.*¢® These
dwellings have a more or less8 circular, rather small
chamber, and a short pit dromos. Despite the fact that
these tombs recall specimens of Aegean funerary
architecture, it is not possible that the inspiration came
from that region. This is because the earliest of the
Enkomi tholoi date to soon after 1600 B.C.E., a time wvhen
relations vith the Aegean wvere not sufficiently strongvto
influence Cypriot funerary architecture.®? The other tholoi
date to the fifteenth and fourteenth centuries B.C.E.** It
is more probable that they vere influenced by prototypes

from the ancient Near East; e.g., the tholoi at Arpachiyah
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(near the ancient site of Ninevah) have been dated to
approximately 4800 B.C.E.*?*

The other type of tomb, for Cyprus, is a quadrangular
chamber with a flat roof and a stepped dromgs constructed
entirely of stone blocks and slabs; this type of tomb came
into vogue midway through the Late Bronze Age (Figure 15).
At Enkomi, seven built tombs are constructed of fine ashlar
limestone blocks; one of them, found by the British Mission
at the turn of the century, consists of a rectangular
chamber.?*? The roof is partially corbelled, with a flat
top, and is covered with large slabs.?®! The stomion is on
the central axis of the chamber and its threshold is above
floor level.'?® Four other tombs were found by the British
Mission and two by the French Mission. All seven tombs have
stepped dromgi, and resemble the funerary monuments of the
same period at Ugarit; one dromog is 1.7 meters in length

with three steps.?*?

Innovationg in Cypriot Art

Interestingly enough, art as much as architecture tells
one a great deal about a society. Artistic productivity in
Enkomi at the end of the Middle Bronze Age was poor, partly
because of the troubled conditions the island was
experiencing. But as soon as peace and trade relations were
established, innovations began to appear in Cyprioct art,
wvhich mainly included two newv important ceramic wares:

White slip ware, vwhich has a hard core and a smooth surface
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of thick vwhite slip with an orange, brown or bichrome
decoration, and Base Ring ware, with dark thin walls and a
shiny surface. These wares are both handmade, though in
neighboring countries the potter’s wheel wvas already in use.
Nevertheless, these wares were popular in foreign lands,
perhaps due to their primitive appearance. Base Ring ware
has a metallic quality which is accentuated by the type of
relief decoration used, and by the vase forms; undoubtedly,
there existed metallic prototypes, mainly of bronze, which
have not survived. Particularlvaell knovwvn are the Base
Ring ware bilbils which were exported, chiefly, to Egypt.
They resemble inverted poppy-heads with the stewm uppermost,
and it has been suggested that they contained opium and that
their shape was a kind of trademark.'* Both the White Slip
and Base Ring wares are rooted in the Middle Bronze Age
traditional shapes, and no foreign influence is recognizable
in either of them; these wares continued through the middle
phases of the Late Bronze Age, and by the end of the
thirteenth century B.C.E., they degenerate.®?® During the
fourteenth and thirteenth centuries B.C.E. the
characteriastic bowl with the wishbone handle manufactured in
both wvares was copied, with variations, even by Mycenaean
potters, ¢

Of the nev wares introduced into Cyprus after 1600
B.C.E., the most important are Bichrome Wheelmade vare,
vhich is outside the ceramic tradition of Cyprus both with

regard to its wheel-made forms and decoration, and Tell el-
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Yahudiya ware. Though the prototype may have originated in
Syria, recent research has shown that Bichrome Wheelmade
vare is made of Cypriot clay.?? Examples of Tell el-
Yahudiya ware found in Cyprus were imported from Syria and

Palestine.®?*
Pottery’s Trail

It is time to briefly consider the archaeological
evidence for the strength of commercial ties between Cyprus
and the towns of Syria-Palestine, as wvell as with Egypt; all
the standard Cypriot pottery fabrics from 1750 B.C.E.
through 1200 B.C.E. are widely represented on these
continental sites.®'? For example, in Tomb 216 at ancient
Lachish there were found sixty-six Cypriot vases.!?° Claude
F. A. Schaeffer has reported numerous vases in the rich
tombs excavated by him at Minet el Beida, the port town for
ancient Ugarit.to°? From the same site in Schaeffer’s Depédt
213 came another large collection of Cypriot vases.!?®* Sir
Leonard Woolley found much Cypriot pottery at ancient
Alalakh.!°? Paul Astrbm recently summarized the overseas
distribution of vases of Base Ring I fabric: he lists
approximnteiy 350 examples from sites in Syria, Palestine,
and Egypt.t°* The results for Base Ring II are just as
significant.!°% Misfired pots from Enkomi indicate that
Base Ring II, Plain White Wheelmade I, and White Shaved

vares wvere made at that site.t!°¢
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Apart from the local Cypriot'pottery, there was from the
beginning of the fourteenth century B.C.E., an influx of
Mycenaean pottery; while some Mycenaean vases were placed in
tombs prior to 1400 B.C.E., by 1400 B.C.E., their numbers
increased considerably.t!°? An intriguing question is
vhether all these vases vere made in the Aegean and were
exported to Cyprus, or whether some of them could have been
made on the island by Mycenaean potters who may have
accompanied traders working in major harbor towns like
Enkomi.

It should here be recalled that following the "fall of
Knossos, " the Mycenaeans became masters of the Aegean and
replaced the Minoans as the major traders with the countries
of the eastern Mediterranean. Cyprus was an ideal place
from which to pursue this trade, and was, moreover,
attractive due to its wealth of copper; this may be the
reason wvhy small emporia were established in coastal towns
like Enkomi.t°®

The tombs at sites such as Enkomi have produced
considerable quantities of Mycenaean pottery, particularly
as large vessels (amphorae and open kraters) decorated in
the pictorial style.t!°? This style is dominated by Aegean
motifs such as chariot groups, compositions of human
figures, octopodes and bulls, though occasionally one may
detect certain ancient Near Eastern elements.!!'® During the
fourteenth century, the decorative motifs and compositions

of the pictorial style recall the major art of fresco
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painting of the Aegean; this is the so-called Mycenaean III
A style.t!'! Some of the compositions may even be
interpreted in terms of Greek mythology, as for example the
vell-known amphoroid krater from Enkomi which is decorated
with octopodes and with a chariot composition. A long-robed
human figure, holding scales, stands in front of the
chariots. The Swedish scholar Martin Nilsson has suggested
that this may represent a well-known scene from the lliad,
vhere Zeus is mentioned holding the "scales of destiny" in
front of warriors as they depart for battle (Figure 16).!12
If this interpretation is correct, then here is one of the
earliest representations of a Greek mythological scene.
Another Mycenaean III A open krater from Enkomi is decorated
with a scene vhich may be connected with the Mesopotamian
myth of the chase and final capture of the monstrous Zu
bird. 3

By the thirteenth century B.C.E., the pictorial motifs
had become more stylized and were inspired by embroideries
and tapestries; this is what is known as the Mycenaean III B
style,tt* The hands of several different painters have been
recognized by scholars; in most cases all of the vases which
have been attributed to the same painter have been found in
Cyprus and the Levant.!!:?® Several forms are peculiar; these
forme include the lentoid flask, the jug with a carinated
shoulder having a trefoil mouth, and the handleless chalice.
These forms may serve to strengthen the suggestion that some

of this pottery could have been made in Cyprus by Mycenaean
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artists.tt¢ Though the problem of the Mycenaean pictorial
style is still unsolved, in spite of attempts to solve it by
clay analysis (spectographic or neutron-activation), no
doubt it constitutes a major artistic contribution to a Late
Bronze Age art in wvhose creation and development Enkomi was
directly or indirectly involved.!!?

What attracted the volume of trade suggested by the
great quantities of Mycenaean III A & III B pottery found at
Enkomi? Hector Catling thinks that the exchange merchandise
offered by Enkomi for these Mycenaean 1I1II wares was

copper.t't®

Miscellaneous Art Forms

Tombs of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries B.C.E.
have yielded several outstanding works of art; the
hemispherical silver bowl from Enkomi, dated to the
fourteenth century B.C.E., is a case in point.'*'?* It is
decorated in the inlaid technique with gold and niello, with
a frieze of six bullheads alternating with lotus flowvers
just below the rim, and another of arcaded rosettes
encircling the lower part of the bowl. It has a wishbone
handle as does another silver bowl from Enkomi with less
elaborate decoration. A very similar bowl was found at
Dendra in the Peloponnesus. They may both have been
manufactured by the same artist. The Enkomi tombs produced
several other exceptional silver bowls, one imitating the

form of the well-known cups of Vaphio in the Peloponnesus.
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The Enkomi market must have attracted not only traders,
but foreign craftsmen and artists as wvell. This is clear
from the distinctive style of a number of artifacts. Seals,
for example, were carved in a combination Aegean/ancient
Near Eastern fashion. In jewelry, there is a whole class of
gold diadems, which are decorated in repoussé with Cypriot
motifs,.t®° But occasionally divergent motifs appear, like
the winged sphinxes.t!'?®! 0Of Mycenaean inspiration is the
lion on an oval bezel of a gold finger ring; the animal is
naturalistically rendered (Figure 17),t%t® Alsoc Aegean are
necklaces with gold beads in the form of figure-8 shields.
Notevorthy are the gold pendants from Enkomi in the form of
pomegranates decorated with granulated triangles.t!'?®*?
Finally, there are the rhytons of faience which embody

several different styles (Figure 20).t%*
Alterations

At the end of the Late Cypriot III period (c.1200
B.C.E.) the sporadic strife that had marked the previous
period had intensified and the region underwent another,
more profound, change. Around the end of the thirteenth
century B.C.E., Mycenae and Pylos, the major Mycenaean
centers in the Peloponesus, wvwere abandoned, perhaps as a
result of a general disruption of Mycenaean society. The
inhabitants sought newvw lands to settle; they found their way
to the island of Rhodes, and thence to Asia Minor, where

they raided coastal towns along the eastern Mediterranean.
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When they reached Cyprus, they were joined by other
adventurers and became what is known (from Egyptian
accounts) as the "Sea Peoples." Some of the "Sea Peoples"
settled in Enkomi, having taken advantage of the weakened
population. The destruction of the late thirteenth century
fortification wall at Enkomi marked the end of an epoch.

When the new buildings went up the rich tombs of the
earlier generations were sealed over, though a few were
plundered. ! ®?d Not only the plans of Enkomi were changed,
but 80, too, was the building material itself, which wvas of
the finest ashlar.t!%¢ Enkomi, at this time, was a curious
mixture of ancient Near Eastern and Aegean. The crowded
town plan seems somewvhat Near Eastern. Faience and ivory-
work is probably Levantine though to some extent common also
in the Aegean. Bronze tripods and bracket-lamps are
peculiarly Cypriot, but some of the weapons, especially
swords and greaves, are the same as those found at this time
in the Aegean, including the distinctive type IIa flange-
hilted sword (Figure 18 and Figure 19).t'%7

A nev kind of town planning was introduced at Enkomi by
the invaders. Straight streets cross the city from one side
to the othér, connecting opposite gates and intersecting at
right angles, forming a regular grid which recalls
Hellenistic town planning (Figure 20). At about the cgnter
of town there is an open square paved with stone slabs.'**

The sanctuaries and other public buildings at Enkomi lie

in the center of town. Along thé northern-most part, near
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the city wall, are workshops for copper-smelting, situated
so that the prevailing south winds would blow the poisonous

fumes away from the residential area (Figure 21).

Domestic Architecture

The first house that Schaeffer cleared was the so-called
"Maison des Bronzes, " named after a deposit of bronzes found
within the house.!'®?* It is a well built construction with a
foundation of ashlar blocks, some of them three meters long;
the first ashlar course consists of blocks, with rustic
exterior faces (quarry-faced or hammered) leaving a plain
tooled margin at the edges. It was in use, according to
Schaeffer, from the fourteenth to the twelfth centuries
B.C.E. and was repaired twice following catastrophes. The
plan is irregular and consists of two major trapezoidal
parts; there are rubble benches and circular hearths in this
house (Figure 22).

In 1947, Schaeffer traced a large building with ashlar
walls on rubble foundations in the northern part of town,
vhere metallurgists’ workrooms were located; it was reused
and repaired, having three floor levels dated by Schaeffer
to the twelfth and eleventh centuries B.C.E.!?° A bronze
hoard had been hidden underneath the top floor.!?! House
remains were, likewise, found by Schaeffer in 1947 inside
the south part of the town vall. The rooms were generally
rectangular and included wells, traces of a hearth per

household, and benches.!3® Schaeffer maintains that most of
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the tombs at Enkomi were placed under the habitations
forming part of the house plans and serving as family
vaults.!?? Several houses along the north-south street wvere
excavated; houses of the fourteenth and thirteenth centuries
B.C.E. had well-built lavatories and bathrooms with sit-
baths of limestone.!?** Some houses seem to have had second
stories.t3%

Monumental buildings other than fortresses appeared in
Cyprus during the Late Cypriot III period. At Enkomi, there
vas found one of the most outstanding structures of Late
Bronze Age domestic architecture; it is known as "Batiment
18" and identified by its excavator as a "palace" (Figure
23).138 Its four sides open onto streets and it occupies a
wvhole block.t!37 Its principal facade, on the south, is more
than 40 meters long; it has four doors that are each more
than 2 meters wide, and four large windows.!?*® The manner
of wall construction is new to the island. On a rubble
foundation there is an embossed block serving as a socket,
on wvhich rests a large ashlar block forming the first
course; the blocks occasiocnally measure more than 3 meters
in length and 1.4 meters in height and 0.7 meters in
width.*?* The top is cut to receive two smaller blocks set
parallel to one another, like orthostats, and at a small
distance from one ancther; the space between them was
probably filled with s0il or rubble.!*° At the top of the

second course there was a horizontal slab; the ashlar blocks
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of local hard limestone have perfect joints and are set dry
vithout mortar,t+?

The introduction of ashlar-block construction at Enkomi,
as vell as in other main urban centers on the island,
coincides with the arrival of the first Achaean settlers,
but it is a building fashion alien to the Aegean that could
not have been introduced by them. Since the technique was
known in Anatolia and at Ugarit (in the Temple of Baal and
the Palace), it is not impossible that it was introduced to
Cyprus by builders from these regions, in particular from

Ugarit.t***

Sanctuaries

The same methods of construction were used for the
building of sanctuaries. At Enkomi there are three major
sanctuaries dating to about 1200 B.C.E. The largest is the
sanctuary of the "Horned God" (Figure 24).!*? The sanctuary
of the "Horned God" at Enkomi consists of a hall, the roof
of which was supported on two rectangular stone pillars.t!**
From this hall there was access to two inner cult rooms, in
one of which the bronze cult statue of the "Horned God" was
found.!**® In the hall, around the sacrificial altar and
offerings table, vere found a large number of skulls of oxen
and of other animals such as deer and goats.t!** There were,
likevise, quantities of bowls which must have been utilized
in the pouring of libations. The "Horned God, " some S5

centimeters tall, the largest statue yet found from this
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period.t'*7? The god who was wvorshipped in this sanctuary was
a fertility god; he was a god who protected cattle and
shepherds. He appears as a youth wearing a kilt and a
horned helmet and has been identified with "Apollo
Keraeatos” who was worshipped in the mountains of Arcadia
and who hay have been introduced into Cyprus by the Achaean
settlers.!**® The ritual of the "Horned God" continued until
Enkomi was abandoned.

The second major sanctuary at Enkomi, also built of
ashlar blocks, consists of a propylaeum and a cella.!'*?
There was a rectangular free-standing pillar in the central
part of the main court; a vell wvas adjacent to the
pillar.t3° Pillars had religious significance in Aegean
sacred architecture which suggests that this sanctuary may
have been influenced by the architectural ideas of the
Achaean colonists.

The third sanctuary at Enkomi was constructed about mid-
twelfth century B.C.E.; it was not built with ashlar blocks,
but with rubble,!%! It comprises a rectangular courtyard
with benches along the walls for the deposit of offerings, a
table of offerings and an altar for sacrifices.!®%®* On the
floor excavators found the skulls of numerous oxen and other
horned animals. In a small cella adjacent to the hall the
bronze cult statue of a bearded god was found.!®? He stands
on a base in the form of a copper ingot and is fully
armed. ' 34 He is known as the "Ingot God" and has been

identified with the god who protects the copper mines of
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Cyprus (Figure 25). A statuette of a female divinity of
Cypriot manufacture and of the same date is now in the
Ashmolean Museum at Oxford.!33 She, also, stands on a base
in the shape of a copper ingot and is identified with a
goddess symbolizing the fertility of the copper mines
(Figure 26).,t3¢ Dual divinities are common in the ancient
wvorld and these two, connected with metallurgy which was of
primary importance to Enkomi’s economy, call to mind the
Homeric association of Hephaestos, the swmith-god of Greek

mythology, with Aphrodite.
Religion

The Cypriots have alwvays been conservative in their
religious beliefs, and they preserved the essential elements
of their religion over a long period. Thus, the divinities
of fertility reappear, though in different forms, during the
Late Bronze Age. In the Late Bronze Agé representations of
divinities appear in association with a cult. Terra cotta
figurines of a nude female divinity holding an infant or
pressing her breasts, are usually found in tombs or private
houses but not in sanctuaries.t!®? They may represent the
"Great God&ess," or a female companion for the dead. There
are tvo types of terra cottas: the earliest with a bird-
face, has ancient Near Eaatérn precedents; the later, of the
thirteenth century B.C.E., has naturalistic facial
characteristics which wmay indicate Aegeén influences.!3*

Bull figures, either in the form‘of a rhyton or in terra
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cotta, appear quite often in tombs as well as in the
sanctuaries at Enkomi (Figure 27),'3? There are also terra
cotta and bronze representations of a bull accompanied by
human figures (occasionally riding on a cult vehicle) and
who lead the animal for sacrifice.!®° The bucrania found in
the sanctuaries at Enkomi may have been worn as masks, as
already mentioned, whereby the wearer acquired some of the
qualities of a bull.t*&t?

The main period for the construction of temples and
sanctuaries occurs during the final years of the Late Bronze
Age, vhen public buildings appear at Enkomi. Though these
sanctuaries coincide with the arrival of the first Achanen
"colonists, " it seems surprising how little of their
religion these settlers brought with them from the Aegean.
They apparently borrowed considerably from the local
population, both in religious architecture and practice.

The introduction of the "horns of consecration" as a
religious symbol is, however, an exception; this symbol is
vell known at the Mycenaean mainland site of Pylos.

Religious life was conservative at Enkowmi, where
conservatiasm seems strong in all aspects of the culture.
Several elements in Cypriot religion were not alien to the
nev gsettlers, including the religious significance of the
bull and votive anchors, and thus a radical change did not
take place; on the contrary, there was every reason for a
gradual fusion. At the time of the arrival of the Achaean

settlers, religious architecture in the Aegean was not so
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developed nor was it significantly different. In the
tvelfth century B.C.E., when more Achaeans and other Aegeans
had settled in Enkomi, Aegean elements in Cypriot religion
became more conspicuous.

Evidence for the cult performed in the sanctuaries at
Enkomi is as follovs. Horned animals were sacrificed in
large numbers in the sanctuaries of the "Horned God" and
"Ingot God;" some of these skulls may have been worn as
masks by the worshippers or hung on the walls.!¢? Libations
are suggested by the numerous bowls found in the sanctuary
of the "Ingot God." Incense burners have been found in the
sanctuaries as well as tables for bloodless gifts like
fruit,t63 It is noteworthy that cult statues were found in
both sanctuaries, unlike other sanctuaries in Cyprus for
this same time period. The "Horned God" is represented as a
beardless, youthful, muscular figure, wearing a horned cap
of animal skin and a short kilt.t** The facial
characteristics of the god seem "Greek," though there are
ancient Near Eastern parallels for the attitude of the arms.
The bronze statue of the "Ingot God" is perhaps even more
important for the religious cults of Enkomi. The god wears
a kilt and a close fitted vest; he, likevise, vears a
conical helmet with horns. The "Ingot God" is 35
centimeters high; the figure is on a base in the form of an
oxide ingot and is, therefore, known as the "Ingot God."!'¢*s
He has greaves on his legs and holds a circular-shaped

shield in his left hand, while in his right hand, he
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brandishes a spear. The armed "Ingot God" is doubly
significant. Not only is he associated with the copper
mines, but he is ready to protect them effectively at a time
wvhen copper trade was endangered by troubled conditions in
the eastern Mediterranean. The connection of metallurgy
with religion is also attested in Cyprus by the discovery at
Enkomi of small votive ingots engraved in Cypro-Minocan.'!¢é¢

The existence at Enkomi during the twelfth century
B.C.E. of two divinities connected with metallurgy is of
manifold significance. Such was the importance of the
production and export of copper for the economy of Enkomi
that the copper industry was put under the protection, and
hence the control, of religion and the religious
authorities. A similar phenpmenon is known at the Late
Bronze Age site of Timna in Palestine.!*? The association
of a male "smith god®" with a female divinity is also
significant; thus, the association of Hephaestos with
Aphrodite may be neither irrelevant nor accidental.

It is obvious that religious practices at Enkomi during
the closing years of the Late Bronze Age were rich and
intense. The basic feature was still the old cult of the
divinities of fertility, though some newvw concepts were added
by the Achaean settlers. But it is a case of fusion with
local religiocous traditions rather than innovation. The real
innovation, which was based upon local Cypriot conditions
and necessities, was the association of religion with

metallurgy (Figure 28).
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Achaean Contributions

‘The Achaeans, with their advanced metallurgical
techniques, made a major contribution to the artistic
production of Cyprus during the twelfth century B.C.E. The
two bronze statues of divinities of Enkomi illustrate this,
as do a series of remarkable bronze four-sided stands,
resting on four wheels, which are decorated with pictorial
compositionsg in the ajouré technique and which are fine
examples of Cypriot craftsmanship.“' They were, doubtless,
influenced by ivory carvings which, likewvise, flourished on
the island. There is a profusion of bronze vases and
feapons in tombs.!** Swords of Aegean type are introduced
to the island as well as a nev light-framed charioct which
replaced the old-fashioned Mycenaean chariot with a solid
body.t7° The draught box from Enkomi, now in the British
Huseum,~is carved with hunting scenes and animal
compositions on all four sides; it is truly a masterpiece
betraying Aegean and ancient Near Eastern stylistic
tendencies (Figure 29).t'7!

Other arts flourished at this period, particularly
jevelry where the introduction of the new cleoiscnneé
techniqﬁe is‘evidenced. There are some superb specimens of
this technique which previously was thought to have been
invented much later.t!'’® In coroplastic art, the
anthropomorphic centaur, in a form known from Crete, was
introduced; large bicephalic centaurs were found in the

sanctuary of the "Ingot God" at Enkomi.!?? A’ major change
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occurs in ceramics. The newvw style, known as Proto-White
Painted or Proto-Bichrome ware, betrays influences mainly
from the Aegean and particularly from Sub-Minoan Crete, but
there are also elements in both shape and decoration from
the Syro-Palestinian Coast.t!'7* Indeed, several ancient Near
Eastern imports, mainly lentoid flasks, have been discovered
in the tombs. In metalwork various objects such as the
bronze fibula (safety-pin) are of Aegean origin.t!'’3 This
indicates that women’s dreass fashions were influenced from
the Aegean; hitherto, Cypriot women had used ordinary
(straight) pins to fasten their dresses.!?*

Important changes are, also, attested in funerary
architecture, a phenomenon which occurs from the first time
sincelthe arrival of the Achaean "colonists." Tombs now
have small rectangular chambers with long narrow dromoi.'!'?7?
Such tombs existed in Rhodes and Crete and may indicate the
route taken by the "colonists" before they reached Cyprus;
this last wave of Achaean "colonists" must be those who are
referred to in mythical tradition, concerning the foundation

of cities in Cyprus after the end of the Trojan wvar.!7’¢
Transitions

The events of the first half of the eleventh century
B.C.E. laid the foundations for the future historical and
cultural development of Cyprus; the Hellenization of the
island which had started asd a slowv process about 1200 B.C.E.

was now complete. Meanwvhile the‘ﬂycenaean aristocracy
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dominated the local population at Enkomi both politically
and culturally while at the same time accepting influences
both from the local indigenous culture and from the Syro-
Palestinian coast, with which they maintained trading
relations as their forefathers had done in the fourteenth
and thirteenth centuries B.C;E."' It was during this time

that the Greek language was introduced to the island.t!®°
Concluding Remarks

The Late Bronze Age may, thus, be described as one of
the most formative periods in the life of ancient Cyprus.
It prescribed the island’s evolution through the first
millennium B.C.E.; indeed, in some wvays, down to the'present
day. Certainly the city of Enkomi contributed her "two

ingots"” to this process.
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McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1966), p. 353.

4¢V. Karageorghis, Cyprus from the Stone Age to the
Romans, p. 47.

“70n seals: Edith Porada, "The Cylinder Seals of the
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52 (1948), pp. 180 f£ff. On art motifs: Helen J. Kantor, "The
Aegean and the Orient in the Second Millennium B.C.,"
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see: Saul S. Weinberg, ed. Studies Pregented to Hetty
Goldman (Locust Valley, New York: J. J. Austin Publisher,
1956), pp. 59 ff.

8 Tell 'Atshanah in the plain of Antioch in Turkey,
excavated by Sir Leonard Woolley in 1936-49, has yielded a
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the treaties, legal, and administrative tablets has been
made available by Donald J. Wiseman, The Alalakh Tablets
(London: British Institute, 1953), followed by the same
author’s contributions in Journal of Cuneiform Studies 8
(1954), pp. 1-30, and Journal of Cuneiform Studies 12
(1958), pp. 124-129.
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royales de Mari (Paris: Musée du Louvre, 1946-19358). A
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Finet. Especially see: G. Dossin, "Les Archives
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The importance of the texts from Mari lies not so much in



49

the superficial parallels they offer to the 0ld Testament
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two cultures, that of Mesopotamia and that of the "barbaric
West." For example, see Martin Noth, Mari and Israel,
(Tibingen: University of Tibingen, 1953).
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78 £ff.

¢4 Ibid.

¢3Thus far, in all of the excavations throughout the
entire island, only three Hittite seals have come to light.
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76 Ibid. In the international scene, this occupation
level at Enkomi corresponds with the period which followed
the battle of Kadesh on the upper Orontes in 1286 B.C.E.,
and the subsequent treaty of peace between the two powerful
opponents, the Hittites and the Egyptians. The alliance
vhich followed, secured peace for the eastern Mediterranean,
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judge from the list of tributaries which include Alashiya
under Seti I and Ramses II; this was exactly at the time of
the great activity in the copper workshops and consequently
in the copper mines.

Was Cyprus capable of producing such large amounts of
copper? From Late Bronze Age Enkomi archaeologists have
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Nicolaou, "Archaeological News from Cyprus, 1968." American
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Bronzewvork, p. 21. Enkomi was one of four locations
containing copper workshops; C.F.A. Schaeffer Enkomi-Alasgia,
p. 412.

79P. Dikaios, Enkomi Excavation 1948-19538, p. 512.
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p. 40.
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in Report to the Department of Antiguities in Cyprus, 1975,
pp' 50-530

s2p, Dikaios, Enkomi Excavations 1948-1958, p. 512.
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(Paris: Diffusion de Boccard, 1976), pp. 427-432. C.F.A.
Schaeffer, ed. Alasia, pp. 51-122.

il _» Pelon, Tholoi, Tumuli et Cercles
Funéraires, plate CXXXVII.

¢7yY., Karageorghis, Ancient Cyprus, p. 58.

¢8 Ibid.
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Thames, and Hudson, 1985), p. 7S. Likewise, note drawing
no. 36. In various levels of the Halaf period at Arpachiya
tholoi have been found both on the mound and in outlying
parts of the site. As many as ten of these tholoi have been
discovered; no more than two seem to have existed
simultaneously. These tholoi are approached through a
rectangular dromos, like the "bee-hive" tombs at Mycenae.
As a rule, only their stone foundations have survived; but
one provided evidence of a dome-like pigé superstructure.
Owing to the number of graves and cult-figurines found in
the immediate vicinity, Mallowan was inclined to attribute a
religious purpose to these buildings. See: M. E. L.
Mallowan and J. C. Rose, "The Excavations of Tell
Arpachiya, " Irag,, 2 (1935).

%9A. S. Murray, et alii, Excavations at Enkomi, p. S.
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(1962), p. 288.
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see P. Dikaios, Enkomi Excavations 1948-1958, pp. 825-834.
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Enkomi.
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Implications of Cypriote Pottery Trade During the Late
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Bronze Age, " Bulletin gof the American Schoolg of Oriental

- Research 241 (1981), pp. 49-61. For an excellent photograph
of Cypriot wares which were exported see George F. Bass,
"Splendor of the Bronze Age, " National Geographic vol. 172,
no. & (Decewber, 1987), p. 711l.

Although archaeological evidence is lacking to prove
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show that Cyprus was exporting vast amounts of pottery
during the Late Bronze Age. This pottery included Base Ring
I and II wares, White Slip I and II wares, White Shaved
wares, Early Monochrome wares, and Bucchero wares. For the
characteristics of all these wares see Erik Sjégqvist,
Problemg of the Late Cypriote Bronze Age Stockholm: The
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"second-class" pots placed in the tombs in neglect of the
dead to deceive them? (Tomb "11" contained 200 vases and
tomb "5, " 370.)

107y, Karageorghis, Ancient Cyprus, p. 60.
to8 Ibid.
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Catling has recently suggested that some of the Mycenaean
pottery found in Cyprus reached the island indirectly from
certain ancient Near Eastern clearing houses, such as at Ras
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Shamra; Catling, Cyprus and the West 1600-1030, pp. 17-19).
This suggestion, apart from being based on a hypothetical
argument that Levantine merchants acted as middlemen in the
trade of Cypriot copper, disregards the fact that wherever
we find Mycenaean pottery in the Ancient Near East, it is
usually found together with large quantities of Cypriot
pottery. The natural explanation would be that Mycenaean
pottery from the Aegean harbors reached Cyprus first and was
then distributed to various Near Eastern centers, together
with the Cypriot pottery.

110F, Vermeule and V. Karageorghis, Mycenaean Pictorial
Vase Painting (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1982).
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115C, F. A. Schaeffer, Missions En Chypre, p. 119.
116y, Karageorghis, Ancient Cyprus, p. 60.

11 7For a synopsis of the Mycenaean pottery styles found
at Enkomi, see P. Dikaios, Enkomi Excavations 1948-19358,
vol. II, pp. 835-869. Dikaios points out that the Mycenaean
III A:I to III B styles were found both in the dwellings and
in the tombs. Although Mycenaean pottery was considered a
luxury article, it seemed to be accessible to, virtually,
all the inhabitants of Enkomi.

t1aH, W. Catling, Cypriot Bronzework in the Mycenaean
World (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1964), p. 49 f£ff. Catling
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world proper and Cyprus to the period of 1400-1200 B.C.E.
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148-173.
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t211hid.
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during the Swedish Expedition to Cyprus. The ring can now
be seen at the Cyprus Museum, Nicosia.
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t23A, S. Murray, et alii, Excavations at Enkomi,
p. 18.

t¢+Ibid. Plate III.
t23N. K. Sanders, The Sea Peoples, p. 144.

1261 am using "ashlar" in the current architectural
sense as "clean-hewn" stone that is cut and squared on all
surfaces with close-fitting joints; some writers have used
this term for the much rougher shaping of large stone
courses at Mycenae and other Mycenaean sites.

t27N. K. Sanders, The Sea Peoples, p. 14S. For a
thorough discussion of swvord types, as well as other
bronzes, of the second millennium see Jan Bouzek, The
Aegean, Anatolia, and Europe: Cultural Interrelations in
the Second Millennium B. C. (Prague: Academia, 1985).
Especially see pages 30-41 and 119-132.

t28C, F. A. Schaeffer, ed. Alasia I, pp. 567-3573 and
dépliant 1IV.

123 Jdem. Missions on Cypre. p. 85 ff. (Figure 46 shows
floorplan for this house.)

t130C, F. A. Schaeffer, Enkomi-Alasia 1946-1950,
p. 27 f£ff.
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in Chapter XIII of his book entitled Cypriot Bronzework in
the Mycenaean World.

132C, F. A. Schaeffer, Enkomi-Alasia 1946-1950, p. 26.

t331pbid, p. 21.
134pP, Astrdm, Swedish Cyprus Expedition, p. 27.
13sIbid.

136C, F. A. Schaeffer, Enkomi-Alasia: 1946—1950;
p. 239 ff.

137 Ibid.

138 Ibid.

t3sIbid.

t407Ibid.
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t42 N, K. Sandars, The Sea Peoples, pp. 145-152.

t43p, Dikaios, "Excavations and Historical Background:
p. 46 ff. Dikaios excavated in the center of the town a
large building, in which the Sanctuary of the Horned God was
situated. Dating from the Late Cypriot I to Late Cypriot
II1II the area underwent several changes. The earliest
buildings of the Late Cypriot 1 in this area were very
simple habitations on a plan comprising three aisles
surrounding an open space. While most of the rubble
foundations of the buildings were set in hollow parts of the
bedrock, the level of the latter in the open space was
higher. In this open space chamber tombs were accommodated.
The buildings vere rebuilt in the early fourteenth century
when new ones were added but on the same architectural plan,
with open spaces in which chamber tombs were cut into the
bedrock. In the early part of the fourteenth century a
destruction took place but most of the buildings were
reconstructed while others were abandoned. A new
destruction occurred about 1230 B.C.E., and on the remains
of the destroyed buildings, a large building was erected
with ashlar blocks for the lower parts of the walls. This
coincides with the appearance of Mycenaean III C:I pottery.
The ashlar building was large and seems to have been built
on a tri-partite plan, the central aisle being the most
important. The lower parts of the walls are built of
limestone blocks, large and carefully dressed, but the upper
parts vwere of pisé with white-colored lime facing.

L4 , Enkomi: Excavations: 1948-1958, vol.
I1I, plate 27S.

t4sp, Astrtm, Swedish Cyprus Expedition, vol. 1V,
p. 9. The god was found in room 10, where two stone slabs
wvere found in situ on floor III. These slabs may have been
the base for a wooden pedestal where the statue was placed,
as suggested by the fixing pins under its heels.

t+6Ibid. p. 771.

t47For complete discussion on the "Horned God" see C.
F. A. Schaeffer, ed. Alasia I, pp. 33-42.

t48Ibid. To the east, adjacent to the large sanctuary
of the "Horned God," there was a smaller sanctuary of the
same period consisting of an outer hall, with a hearth altar
close to an offering table in the center, and an inner room
in which a small bronze statuette of a double-headed female
divinity was found; she may have been the consort of the
male god.

t4a*y, Karageorghis, Ancient Cyprus, p. 64.

tsoIhid.
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133 7Ibid.
ts4Ibid.
18sC, F. A. Schaeffer, ed. Alasia I, pp. 15-32.
136 Tbid.

137A, S. Murray, et alii, Excavations at Enkomi,
p. 26.

138 For the bird-faced terra cotta figurines from the
ancient Near East, see S. Lloyd, The Archaeology of
Mesopotamia, p. 47. For a bird-faced terra cotta figurine
from Tomb 91 at Enkomi, see A. S. Murray, et alii,
Excavations at Enkomi, p. 42. For the thirteenth century
B.C.E. naturalistic style figurines, see Ibid., pp. 34 ff.

1S%For a beautiful bull rhyton from Enkomi, see P.
Dikaios, Enkomi Excavations 1948-1958, vol. III, Plate 135.

1é°0n bronze carts, see A. S. Murray, et alii,
Excavations at Enkomi, p. 15.

18150, V. Karageorghis in Harvard Theological Review 64
(1971), pp. 261-270. This custom survived into the Cypro-
Archaic .period as is attested by terra cotta figurines found
in sanctuaries, which represent human figures in the art of
putting bull-masks on their heads.
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vere also deer, as the bones of these animals have been
found at Enkomi. See P. Astrdém, Swedish Cyprus Expedition,
vol 1V, p. 771.

143y, Karageorghis, Ancient Cyprus, p. 68.

164p, Dikaios, Enkomi Excavations: 1948-1958, vol. 1I,
pp. 527-530.

163y, Karageorghis, View from the Bronze Age, p. 53.

1L66C., F. A. Schaeffer, ed. Alasia I, p. 30.

t&7Beno Rothenberg, Excavations in the Timna Valley,

(New York: Stein and Day, Publishers, 1972), p. 128.
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. 16¢8For an explicit account of these four-sided stands,
.see H. W. Catling, Cypriot Bronzework in the Mycenaean
World, pp. 190-223.

16$¥For an abbreviated description concerning contents
of the tombs excavated at Enkomi, see P. Dikaios, Enkomi:
Excavations, vol. I, pp. 334-434.

t7°0n Aegean svord types, see J. Bouzek, Tne Aegean,
Anatolia and Europe, p. 30, ff. Light-framed chariots are
discussed by Yigael Yadin, The Art of Warfare in Biblical
Lands, vol. I (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc.,
1963), p. 191. An excellent example of the light-framed

chariot can be seen in the Florence Museum.

171 A, S. Murray, et alii, Excavations at Enkomi,
p. 12.

t7ap, Astrém, Swedish Cyprus Expediticorn, vol. 1V,
p. 779.

173C, F. A. Schaeffer, ed. Alasia I, p. 298.
174y, Karageorghis, Vievw from the Bronze Age, p. 54.

L7354, S, Murray, et alii, Excavations at Enkomi, pp. 19
and 20.

176 Ibid.

t77p, Astrdm, Swedish Cyprus Expedition, vol. IV, pp.
50 and 51.
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CHAPTER III
PYLOS
Introduction

The Mycenaean palace site identified as Pylos, the seat
of the Homeric hero Nestor, lies in the hill country at
Epano Englianos, about three wmiles from the coast and seven
and a half miles north of the classical and modern Pylos on
the Bay of Navarino, of wvhich it commande a spectacular
view.! The site was occupied from at least the Middle
Bronze Age period; the palace itself, wvwhich has been
completely explored, belongs to the Late Bronze Age.®
Earlier in Mycenaean times the hilltop had been fortified
though not in the massive manner of Mycenae or Tiryns. A
gatevay is still identifiable at the northeast end of the
acropolis; the fortifications seem to have been dismantled

by the thirteenth century B.C.E.?
History of Excavation

In 1912 and 1926 Dr. K. Kourouniotis excavated two
beehive tombs in the région north of the Bay of Navarino;
both had been plundered in ancient times but each yielded
interesting overlooked objects, one containing three jars

decorated in the "palace style," the other a collection of

S9
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early Mycenaean and Middle Bronze Age pots (Figure 30 and
31).* A joint Hellenic-American expedition was formed with
Kourouniotis representing the Greek Archaeoclogical Service
and Carl W. Blegen of the University of Cincinnati. The
purpose of this undertaking was to explore vestern Messenia
with special reference to Mycenaean sites and cemeteries.
In 1928 the two colleagues made a brief sur#ey of the
region; they believed that the tholos tombs were royal
sepulchers and they drew the conclusion that in a region
wvhere there are many such tombs there must be a palace in
wvhich the kings lived before they died and vere buried.?

Trial excavations were begun on a hill called Epano
Englianos in April of 1939; on the very first day stone
valls, fragments of frescoes, stucco floors, five inscribed
tablets and Mycenaean pottery were brought to light; it
became clear that the palace, which had been deduced,
actually existed.* Explorations in the following weeks
revealed that the building was of considerable extent,
comparable to those already known at Tiryns, Mycenae and
Thebes. More than 600 tablets and fragments of tablets
bearing inscriptions in Linear B script were recovered.’?
Plans for beginning a systematic excavation the following
year could not be realized because of the outbreak of World
War II, and it was only in 19352 that it was possible for the
work to be resumed.® Dr. Kourouniotis died in 1945 and
Professor Spyridon Marinatos vas designated by the

Archaeological Council as his successor; rather than to
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conduct operations jointly, he preferred to concentrate his
attention on the exploration of other sites--tholos tombs
and chamber tombes in a wider neighborhood--while the
Cincinnati Expedition devoted its chief efforts to the
clearing of the palace and to the investigation of its more

immediate vicinity.?
Town Planning

The general features of a Mycenaean town, as is Pylos,
are like those of its counterparts in Crete and Anatolia
although on a smaller scale. One major exception is that
the Mycenaean cities of the Late Bronze Age build no
notevorthy temples or shrines. The palace lies on the
highest ground above private houses. The principal gate
faced the principal road, and its position was, therefore,
dictated by local traffic. The palace at Pylos surmounts a
hill astride an important road: the north-south route along
the western shore of the Péloponnesus.

Two engineering specialties contributed to the town’s
well-being: road construction and vater supply. The
Mycenaean road system vas extremely advanced for its period,
forming a large connecting network among the chief towns of
the Argolid and Messenia.t!'? There vere stone bridges,
reinforced culverts with guardstones along the edges, and
the surfaces were graveled.t!'?! Water systems were equally
sophisticated. At Pylos water was brought into town by an

open raised woocden aqueduct through forced rise from a
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spring a kilometer away; the water passed through the
industrial and palace quarters in terra cotta pipes, and was
carried off in a system of underground channels, some lined
with stone (Figure 32).:'%

Professional workshops, guardrooms, storerooms, and
kitchen quarters were attached to the palace at the rear or
sides. There is still little ihformation about the lowver
town. The palace was always the economic and industrial
center of the complex, howvever, as well as the civil and
military center.

The palace at Pylos, wvwhich is the nucleus of the larger
town of Pylos, illustrates Mycenaean town design. The
excavations directed there by Carl Blegen have cleared the
most complete palace plan of Late Bronze Age Greece; the
Linear B tablets from this palace offer more specific
information about the function of the plan than any other
site has yielded. As the excavations continue they will,
undoubtedly, reveal more dependent buildings and houses of
the lover town to complete the picture.

At first the plateau at Englianos was only one of many
Middle Bronze Age sites in Messenia. Englianos is a good
morning’s wvalk from the shore and farther from its own
harbor, but it is placed to command a view of the road, and
one can see the ships by the beach. Since the nearest‘sweet
spring is across a valley, one supposes that the pover of

Pylos in the thirteenth century sprang not so much from the
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natural advantages of the site, as from the character of the
.dynasts vho decided to settle there.

Prior to 1300 B.C.E., Englianos probably had a brief
period of fluorescence. There was one respectable
fifteenth-century limestone building on the acropolis and
traces of houses in the currant vineyard of the lowver
town,.t? A broad road led up to the main gate with a flight
of shallovw steps and flanking walls, perhaps towers.'* A
tholos tomb stood opposite the gate and another down the
road to the southwest.!® About 1400 B.C.E. signs of growing
population are vimsible in the spread of a lowver town around
the Englianos plateau.t'*

The fourteenth-century town at Englianos was burﬁed; newvw
princes took-over the hilltop; this would be two or three
generations following the fall of Knossos, coinciding with
the beginning of the Mycenaean III B pottery style and the
full international phase of the thirteenth century.!'” If
history accords with legend, it was Neleus, the prince of
Thessaly, who came into the Peloponnesus after conflict with
his brother, Pelias, at Iolkos; they were both sons of
Pogeidon.!*®* Earlier settlers at Englianos remain nameless.

The Neleid newcomers shaved off the top of the plateau
and began building a palace very much like those at Tiryns
or Mycenae.!'? There is so little hesitation or experiment
in its plan, we must believe that the architectural
tradition was already quite conservatively fixed. From this

time on (about the beginning of the thirteenth century
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B.C.E.) the hill seems to have been reserved for the royal
residence and its appurtenances.®? The older block was
gradually supplemented by larger palace buildings over the
next hundred years, and then at the end of the thirteenth
century Pylos was burned out, like most sites in Greece, in
a tremendous fire fed by the wooden struts in the walls and

the o0il in the storerocoms.®t
Acropolis

The hill of Epano Englianos is situated close beside and
to the west of the modern highway, some four kilometers
gouth of Chora.  The elevation which has a wmaximum length of
about 186 yards from southwest to northeast and a width not
exceeding 98 yards, rises abruptly on all sides in a steep,
almost precipitous bank, some 13 to 23 feet high (Figure
33).22 It is only towvard the easternmost angle that a
relatively narrov terrace descends somevhat lowver; but even
there access to the plateau could be gained only by a rough
scramble up the bank.®*3 On the slopes and terraces below
the palace to the northwest, southwest, and southeast a
lover town spreads out, where ordinary people lived.®** Only
a short disiance to the north and south of the acropolis are
royal tholos tombs, and on a ridge, descending toward the

west, chamber tombs for the common folk have been found.®s
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Palace

As it stood at the end of its hundred-year occupation,
the palace of the Neleids stretches across the top of the
hill in three main wings.?**¢ The palace occupies only a
little more than the northwestern half of the acropolis and
the remaining half seems to have been left open without
large buildings, as at Tiryns (Figure 34).%7 The remains of
wvalls around the palace area show that earlier buildings had
been pulled down to make room for new construction; then the
ridge had been leveled as a preliminary to building.?®*?®

The principal block of the last period holds stage
center, conforming clqsely in design to the second palace at
Tiryns; its focus is a large megaron of classic form: a
deep enclosed room with central hearth surrounded by four
columns vwhich supported an open balcony on the second
floor.®** The single door leads out through two shallow
vestibules or porches to a great walled courtyard, which in
turn opens through a columned entrance or propylon toward
the main street on the south. As you enter this wmain block
from the street the propylon is guarded by a jutting tower
complex on your right, unshielded side, and the official
archives room with its anteroom (featuring a huge jar for
the collection of olive o0il) lies on the left under survey
from a sentry platform.?3?? Thus, the entrance expresses in
physically symbolic terms the double function of a Mycenaean

palace: military defense and civic administration.?!
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The megaron is the focus of the main block, but the
subgidiary rooms are extensive and equally interesting.
Along the outer walls of the megaron two long corridors
faced with limestone run back to the pantries and storerooms
at the rear of the building.?® Doors in the outer walls of
these corridors open onto another series of magazines; each
corridor connects directly with the inner vestibule outside
the megaron and with the walled courtyard in front of it.
Such a design allows privacy from noise and movement in the
megaron itself, while permitting free circulation to the
business parts of the building and supervision at restricted
exits. The main block also contains a whole complex of
living and private rooms on the ground floor, off to the
right (north) of the court.?*? A small megaron, called the
queen’s megaron, is connected by little passages to a
painted boudoir and a genuine bathroom; another suite of
apartments has a bathroom with a painted tub still in situ,
and bedrooms with dressing rooms. Outside these royal
suites garden courts were added as the century passed.
Flights of wooden stairs led to other apartments on the
second floor.

Originally, there seems to have been a long corridor on
each side of the throne room giving access to many
storerooms and magazines. The passage on the left
(southvwestern) side was later divided by crosswalls into
additional rooms.?* The five small chambers in the vestern

corner of the building, found filled with crushed pottery,
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had clearly been pantries in which the main stock of dishes
for palace use vas kept.?3 The long narrowv room, which may
be seen close beside the inner half of the throne rodm,
contained, in addition to many large pots of various shapes,
numerocus diminutive votive vessels, as well as part of a
table of offerings.?* The room beyond at left, which once
had wooden shelving on all sides, contained (by actual
count) 2853 tall-stemmed drinking cups or kylikes.?37 The
other three pantries were, likevise, filled with "china" of
many sizes and at least 23 different shapes, and the total
number of vases found in this quarter exceeded 6000,

Directly behind the throne room are two fairly large
magazines, where olive oil was kept in large jars which were
set deep into stucco-coated stands. There were seventeen
jars in "Room 23" and sixteen in "Room 24."3? Many
fragments of tablets found in "Room 23, " scattered about on
the stand and on the floor, deal with variocus "flavors" of
the olive oil stored here.*?° It may be of interest to note
that the word for olive oil, elawon, vhich appears on the
tablets, is essentially the same as that used in modern
Greek, today, more than 3000 years later.*?

A long corridor still survives on the northeastern side
of the throne room; through a branch passage it gave access
to yet another oil magazine in the northern corner of Fhe
building, where remains of sixteen large jars were found

8till in situ.*® Opposite the throne room is a suite of

five chambers of various sizes; the northernmost chamber
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contained olive o0il in a dozen jars. Many of these pots for
olive oil have painted decoration; it is likely that the
most elegant grade of oil was kept in this magazine.*?3

Outdoors, on both sides of the main building, streets
run back to magazines at the rear, isolating the megaron
from the wing-blocks; in an earlier plan these streets
permitted traffic flow around the main building and the
southvwest (ocldest) building. This southwest building is the
original part of the palace, the "Neleus" plan as opposed to
the "Nestor" plan of the center.** A ramp from the main
southeast street leads into a courtyard paved in stucco.
Beyond this broad space one enters the old palace through
two columns, a deep vestibule painted with a scene of mass-
murder and pink griffins, then a sharp left past a third
column into a principal hall with two rows of columns.*?®
This hall is not a megaron in shape, but a long, deep,
hearthless space; its approach and design are less organic,
less axial than in the new block, having something of

Crete’s impromptu planning, while still conforming to

mainland canons. The hall was surely the throne room of the
original palace. When the nev block rose the old palace
must have been converted to some other important use. The

southvestern block is a self-contained unit, with at least
eighteen pantries and storerooms behind the main hall, each
having to be entered from the one before; the arrangement is

awvkward but private and protective. Stairs rise between the
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hall and storercoms to living apartments on the second
floor.

The old block (southwestern building) was built upon
heavy foundations which hug the westernmost edge of the
palace plateau behind a thick wall.** This wall was
designed with setbacks, running nearly 40 meters along the
course of a pre-Neleid wall; it functioned both as a
retaining wall for the newly graded terrace, and as a
defense barrier on the west.*? Pylos was othervise
defenseless in the thirteenth century, for the fifteenth-
century tower and gate system had been abandoned;
nonetheless, the sheer edge of the hill itself provided on
all sides a natural line of defense of considerable

strength.
Industrial Quarters

The third wing of the palace, east of the main building,
is a rather poorly constructed "industrial quarter" with
gspecial annexes.*® The palace workshops open off two sides
of a small courtyard; they are long businesslike rooms
parallel to the axis of the main building and, so,

apparently planned in relation to it.*?
Workshops

The focus of the courtyard is a painted altar, with a
room behind it which the excavators see as a stepped shrine

of Cretan style (Figure 35).%° One of the tablets found
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here names a goddess, Potnia Hippeia, indicating that this
was probably the area in which the religiocus life of the
palace was conducted.Sst Shrines of any sort are extremely
rare in Late Bronze Age Greece. The workrooms beyond the
"shrine" held storage jars, fragments of bronze, clay
sealings from packaged goods, bits of bronze arrowheads and
of decorated ivory. One section was probably the chariot-
repair shop, another the armory, both vouched for in the
tablets.

To the north of the workshop, the end of the agqueduct
reveals the source of the palace’s water: a pipe brought it
from the northeast. 0Off at a short distance, to the north
of the aqueduct, a free-standing building stored the
palace’s wine in large jars sunk into the ground (Figure
36).%* The wine magazine consisted of a vestibule and a
spacious storeroom, large enough to hold 60 or more wine
jars.3? On the eroded slopes beyond the modern edge lie
remains of a potter’s kiln with crumpled discards around
it.s

Nestor may well have been a dealer in kitchenwvare; this
"shopkeeper" symptom harmonizes well with the Linear B
records kept in the archives room. The entire palace is
like a miniature Hellenistic trading center: the oil and
wvine stores, the smiths’ and masons’ working quarters, the
tablets and the endless pots all contribute impressions of
how crammed with vitality this palace was prior to its

capture.
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Palace Function

The comparison to medieval citadels is traditional, and
good if one does not press the implications too far; a town
like Pylos was much more than a shelter for a dynast, his
family, special troops, and servants. Pylos acted as a
safe-deposit and central goods-exchange for most products,
both from the palace shops and from the country towns and
villages in its economic dominion. Indeed, the king’s
authority must have been based to a very real extent on how
wvell he controlled these multiple interchanges, on the
fairness and efficiency of his business routines, and on
personal surveillance. The citadel by now had become more
than a craggy aerie for raiding eagles; Pylos represented,
for the first time, a true town milieu in mainland life.
Even prior to the decipherment of the Pylos tablets, it was
clear th;t the power of this palace extended into the
surrounding countryside. In its final days Pylos mastered a
lot of territory: if the place names in the tablets can be
taken at face value, the boundaries probably extended
southeast to the Taygetos Mountains and northwest at least

as far as the Nedha River.3%3

The Megaron

The megaron complex was the most public part of the
palace with a constant stream of minor officials, tourists,
servants, and craftsmen moving about it. We have seen how

cleverly arrangements at Pylos were made to deflect some of



72
this traffic: the sentry and guard posts at the main gate
to screen visitors, the afchives room set handily forward,
to keep routine transactions ocut of the main building, the
courtyard drawing some people off into a secluded waiting
room with a bench, and the wine stand, offering shade to
others under the balcony opposite the corridors leading past
the megaron entrance to the actual working parts of the
building. Yet, in spite of this protection, the megaron was
by situation and by desire a focal point for business
requiring the king’s voice, for reception of guests, and for
large evening gatherings.

The megaron at Pylos exhibits the classic form with
nearly half its floor space taken up by a huge hearth (4.0
meters in diameter) and four columns rising to the
clerestory roof (Figure 37).8%¢ The king faced the hearth
from his throne on the long right wall and his position was
accented by the painted octopus on the floor in front of
him,%7? The walls behind were frescoed with reclining
griffins and lions; other scenes in the same room included a
poet, a bird, a deer, a procession, and ladies talking at
tables.®*®* The room is s0 large (42 x 37 feet) that the
difficulty of roofing and lighting such a megaron in any
palace has been recognized in hot arguments for several
decades.®?* At Pylos, the ceiling seems to have been f}at.
The central part of the megaron, over the hearth, wvas two
stories high, culminating thirty feet above the floor in a

lantern which projected higher than the flat roof over the
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remainder of the palace.®?° Within this lantern the
architects set a painted chimney box with tapering clay
pipes inside it to draw-off the smoke.** The four columns
around the hearth supported a balcony at the height of the
second floor, to which people in the upstairs apartments
could come to look down upon the megaron (Figure 38).

During the daytime, light entered the megaron as it filtered
through this balcony-opening from windows upstairs and
through the main door; at night, extra light came from the
fire on the hearth, but the smoke probably drifted around
prior to rising through the chimney. Homer always calls it
"the shadowy megaron" in a phrase as old as this type of
architecture.

The Support Staff

The economic support for this soéial and ceremonial life
came chiefly from the craftsmen quartered in the palace, who
wvorked with materials grovn on palace lands or imported to
palace depots from abroad. It took a tremendous amount of
staff work to run such an eétablishment; practically nothing
could be bought ready-made except trinkets and luxuries.

All the architecture, decoration, furniture, clothes, and
utensilé from lamps to nails, from storage jars to boots,
had to be made on the spot in accordance to some pattern.

Although the palace at Pylos was small compared to those
of Crete, the ancient Near East, and Egypt, it still
required the same kinds of specialists to keep it

functioning. The staff was comprised of what one would
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expect: carpenters, metalsmiths, potters, tailors,
armorers, masons, woodcutters, and shepherds; they either
had quarters inside the palace complex, or their work can be
identified from remains on the site. In addition, there
were the women who wove and coocked, prepared the grain,
meat, oil, and cleaned up after others; peasants who lived
out in the villages to farm allotted land, or watched

flocks; religious personnel and soldiers.*?
Tombs

About a hundred yards from the palace complex to the
northeast and through an olive grove one reaches a tholos
tomb, the dome of which was restored in 1957 by the Greek
Archaeological Service.*? Though built mainly of small flat
stones, it is a large tomb with a diameter of 30.5 feet.**
The tomb had collapsed and had become filled to the top of
the lintel. It had evidently been plundered in antiquity
and was found thoroughly disturbed from top to bottom; but
the looters had been careless and valuable material was left
to be recovered. The objects found include numerous items
of gold (e.g.), a royal seal bearing the representation of a
winged griffin, (Figure 39), several other seal stoneé, two
rings, 250 beads of amethyst and still more of amber, and
fragments of bronze weapons.*?3

Remains of another tholos tomb lie almost equidistant
toward the south from the palace hill. Almost the entire

vault had been cut away down to within twelve inches to the
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floor; a considerable part of the floor was found
undisturbed. In 8ix untouched pits or shafts beneath the
floor were unearthed a great many valuable objects including
four large jars, twenty-two daggers of bronze, several
bronze vessels, a large collection of pottery, and a
magnificent seal stone representing a boar at bay.**

About one kilometer down the main road toward the plain
is another tholos tomb which, likewise, must have had some
connection with the palace site. It was excavated in 1939.
This tomb, too, was found to have been looted, but numerous
objects had been overlooked by the robbers, including many
pieces of carved ivofy and beads of gold, semi-precious
stones, and glass paste.*’?

A cemetery of chamber tombs for ordinary people, vwho
lived in the lower town that surrounded the acropolis, has
been found on the slopes of a ridge some 550 yards to the
wvest of the palace.*¢* Three tombs have been excavated,

yielding some good pottery and miscellaneous objects.*?
Fresco Painting

Except weaponry, fresco painting is perhaps the best of
all Mycenaean arts. The Pylos megaron sheds some light upon
how varying fresco themes vere juxtaposed in the same
apartment. Into its competing ornaments were introduced
four or five scenes, apparently unrelated (Figure 40). To
the right of the door the famous lyre-player sat on his

freeform rock striped orange, yellow, and blue.?’° His pale
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garment flounced in buff sets off his dark skin and the
scarlet sky; his five-stringed lyre with svanshead finials
probably reﬁresents ivory.7t Beyond him on the same wall
behind the throne come the monumental pairs of griffins and
lions so reminiscent of Knossos, yet unlike (Figure 41).
The ground changes to white behind them, the lions are tawny
with dark accenting hairs, the griffins have rising bright
plumes; they extend onto the wall at the king’s right.’?®
Other Pylos griffins are pink (in the old palace) or vhite
with brown beaks and blue eyes (in the queen’s megaron).?’?
The third scene was perhaps to the left of the door and so
architecturally separated from the others; it presents
people in long spotted robes seated talking at three-legged
tables.?’* This is one of the rare times when a Mycenaean
artist paints furniture from his daily milieu. A possible
fourth thematic element for the megaron is represented by
the haunch of a life-sized deer, from somewvhere near the
poet but not necessarily connected with him, unless, like
Orpheus, he draws all vild nature near to hear the music.??
A fifth scene is a procession of miniature red men opposite
the throne.?’* There seems to be no unity of subject in the
megaron decoration; one surmises from other apartments with
similar variety that the aim was to cover the walls with
pleasant, often traditional motifs, but not to create a
narrative or intellectual harmony (Figure 42). Only the
heraldic animals behind the throne seem symbolically fitted

to their placement.
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Pottery

The thirteenth century was particularly an age of export
pottery, some of it made in mainland centers such as Pylos
and shipped abroad, some of it made in local workshops where
Mycenaeans had founded permanent colonies (Rhodes, Miletos)
or had established trading communities within the framework
of a foreign civilization (Enkomi, Ugarit). (Note Figure
43.) Most Mycenaean vases are technically excellent but
dull.?’? They command admiration for their fine fabric,
their clean authority of shape, and their spare geometry of
ornament. They were better in texture and paint than most
ceramics of the second millennium, and contained quality
produce; therefore, they were exported to every major town
in the islands and the Levant.?’® This is especially true of
the long period of "empire pottery,” from the middle
fourteenth to the late thirteenth century; that is, from the
years following the fall of Knossos to the eventual
disruption of Aegean economy caused by the Sea Peoples. The
shapes are standard: stirrup jars for oil, alabastra,
three-handled jars, kylikes, and pilgrim flasks. The
designs are standard except for the range they offer:
flowvers and marine life reduced to pot hooks, scales,
spirals, rosettes, and chevrons. This pottery fills rows
and rows of museum cases with red or chestnut glaze on a
pale ground, historical and economic documents of great
value overly organized to ruffle.the imagination as art.

Only in certain rare classes does the painter attempt a



78
figured scene and show that the field of representational

painting was not limited to frescoes.

Ivory

Ivory carving was one of the most sophisticated and
beautiful arts the Mycenaeans practiced. Like fresco work,
it deserves much more exploration than most scholars have
given it. Most raw ivory came to Greece through Syrian
harbors; thus, there is a more ancient Near Eastern style
than in other media.?’? Mycenaean ivories of the best class
are relief plaques. Ninety-five per cent of Mycenaean
ivories are furniture inlays, plaques from boxes, tables, or
footstools, toilet pyxides, and mirror handles.*®*° Special,
non-Minoan styles were developed for these ivories to create
flat, powerful forms in a small framework. Ivory carving
waits for its full development until the expanded palace
period when demand for such inlaid expensive objects vas

strongest; before 1350 B.C.E. there is very little.

Bronzes

The common bronzes forged by the Mycenaeans of the Late
Bronze Age were technically excellent. They include toilet
articles like mirrors and tweezers, tools like savws,
chisels, and awls, bronze scale pans, lamps and basins, and,
of course, wveapons.*? Against these limited offerings we
can set valuable information from palace workshops, the

tablets, the Cape Gelidonya wreck, and, now, the vwreck near
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Ulu Burun to illustrate the activities of blacksmiths for
all the metal objects demanded by palace economy. The
bronzeworkers’ quarters at Pylos have already been
mentioned. A most important series of Pylos tablets
describes how copper is allotted from central holdings
(presumably inside the palace) to smiths in scattered
villages so that it could be forged into swvords,
spearpoints, arrowheads, and even ship fittings (Figure
44).** A sophisticated system of weights and fractions has
been developed. It has been calculated that the amounts
involved are enough to make 534, 000 arrowheads, or 2, 300
svords, or 1,000 bronze helmets out of just over a ton of
crude copper.?*?

From both the Gelidonya and Ulu Burun ship wrecks it
becomes vividly clear that copper export was big business,
and foundries in places like Enkomi discharged their product
in ingot form to independent traders (probably through
harbor clearinghouses at a standard price), and that the raw
material could either go straight to its destination at
industrial centers abroad or be worked to order in small
quantities at intermediate harbors.** Likewise, both the
Gelidonya sﬁip and the Ulu Burun ship carried tin along with
the copper ingots.®® A tinkers’ anvil was aboard the
Gelidonya ship; molds for tools could have been made in
beach sand, or, perhaps, standard gypsum molds which did not
survive sea water were carried. Some of ihe tools were

broken before the Gelidonya ship sank, indicating a trade in
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scrap metal and junk as well as finished products. In
larger-scale enterprises the ingots would go directly to
Pylos, for example.

The ox-hide ingot ideogram in both copper and silver
appears on the Pylos tablets. Distributed from the palace
to the local smiths, returned for military and household
use, calculated by weight before forging, this copper was

essential to all aspects of Mycenaean economy.
The Tablets

The discovery of the first archive of written documents
in a mainland site of Mycenaean Greece must rank as one of
the greatest strokes of fortune in history. The room in
wvhich the tablets vere discovered in 1939 came to be known
as the "archives room." It was a narrow chamber some three
by six meters in area in the south-eastern corner of the
palace at Pylos. A clay bench ran round three sides; most
of these tablets were found on this bench and scattered
about on the floof. When the necessary cleansing had been
completed, the tablets became easily legible and the script
vas at once recognized by Blegen as Linear B.

Since the achievement of Michael Ventris in 1952 in
deciphering the Linear B script, we have another means by
which to investigate Mycenaean Greece. These documents
exist; therefore, the circumstances existed which caused

them to be written.
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The texts themselves are only records and, in general,
records only of the most mundane and everyday activities.
But from these "laundry lists, " as the tablets might be
called derisively, painstaking work has culled a great deal
of information. The Pylos group, a hoard of palace accounts
written just before the destruction, has made possible the
most exciting insights.*¢ The unbaked clay tablets,
carefully stored on shelves of the archives room, were baked
hard by the conflagration that extinguished Mycenaean
civilization in the western Peloponesus. Like the legendary
phoenix which arises from its own ashes, the tablets came
forth from the flames to bring the Mycenaean society back to
life. The tablets contain inventories of goods, and a
careful balancing of accounts shows almost a full amount of
the record of certain categories (Figure 45). It is,
likevise, clear that the tablets baked in the fire were, so
to speak, current accounts, but it is difficult to be sure
about the length of the accounting period. It will probably
never be known, for certain, just how long the accounting
period actually was, but it seems likely that the accounts
cover transactions over a rather short time.

Enough information has, howvever, been assembled to
provide many valuable clues to the organization of the
Pylian kingdom. Geographic and administrative information
can be distilled from an analysis of the numerous place
names on the tablets. Altogether, over two hundred

locations are named on the tablets.*’? These place names
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indicate a fairly complex geography; all these names, even
the hundred or so which appear only once in the tablets,
must have had administrative meéning. Naturally, some of
the places were larger and more important than others. The
area subject to Pylos was divided into two administrative

districts: De-we-re A-ko-ra-i-jo (the "Hither District"),

consisting of a series of nine towns, and Pe-ra A-ko-ra-i-jo

(the "Farther District"), comprised of seven towns.®*?® Each
of these sixteen towns was assigned assessments,
contribution quotas being met via various commodities.

Thus, from the tablets, some concept of the administrative
arrangement of the western Peloponnesus begins to emerge. A
large‘palace contained the records of the commodities from
distant areas. Throughout the land subject to the wanax, or
king, minor officials scurried to meet their quotas, sending
their assessments to Pylos, and quaking as the royal
inspectors made their rounds from town to town.?*?

The tablets are also useful in providing a picture of
the political arrangement of the Pylian kingdom, but they
are even more significant for the study of the objects of
finery and furniture destroyed in the last fire.'?° Besides
the cloaks and cloths, mixing bowls, baskets, vases, and
cups listed in the accounts, the minutely detailed records
provide an extensive picture of the furniture.®! One‘tablet
(Ta 642) tells about tables inlaid with gold, silQer, and
ivory; others (Ta 707-Ta 722) describe ebony chairs and

footstools, inlaid with ivory figures of men and lions.*?
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There are even lists of more mundane objects: ladles,
Iboiling pans, and bathtubs.'? This kind of detail throws
some light upon the precision of the Mycenaean bureaucracy
and conjures a picture of men carrying precious and heavy
objects to be checked by the sharp-eyed registrars.

Another category of tablets, dealing with land, contains
numerous texts, but in applying them to an understanding of
the Mycenaean economy, the problems are almost as many as
the tablets themselves. The lénd records give names of
people and, often, their occupations, followved by the
amounts of land and seed.®* At the head was the king
(vanax); beside him there was a sort of grand vizier
(lawvagetas). The wanax and the lawvagetas each had their own
temenos. The remainder of the land was divided according to
a somevhat complex system of tenures. Some of the land is
identified by the term ke-ke-me-na; the rest is called ki-
ti-me-na."® The two categories seem to be distinct, and the
ke-ke-me-na land seems to have something to do with the
damog.*®* The appearance of the word damos occasioned great
excitement among the decipherers, as it probably is the
classical Greek word demos (people). It has been suggested
that this category of land belonged to the people, and that
the demos, the non-royal part of the society, had gained
some independence from the king.*'? This is an attempt to
see in Mycenaean times the early stirrings of later Greek

democracy.?®* Thus, the other category of land is taken to
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have been the property of the king or his retainers, to be
parceled out and kept distinct from the people’s land.??

That there are two distinct categories for the land is
clear, but to attach to these technical terms broad
sociological significance is8 to ignore some of the essential
characteristics of bureaucratic records. These accounts
tend to be full of terms which may have had clear and
specific meanings only to those who kept the records. With
etymologies based on the usage of the distant past, even the
literal meanings of words may be no clue to their real
significance. It is, likewise, necessary to understand the
reasons for which the terms were used; one must, as it were,
get inside the scribe’s head, and try to understand why he
bothers to divide land into categories. Perhaps these
tablets (which seem to record issues of seed) for the
planting of crops) provided useful information about
eventual tax revenue or any kind of income to the palace.

It is more likely that ke-ke-me-na land of a "public" nature
belonged to a separate tax category and that the use of the
term bears on taxation, rather than that these terms
indicate a division in Mycenaean society. The word damos
may have no more significance than "alienable to any éne,"
and this land may have had the characteristics of
unrestricted right of sale, to be taxed accordingly, while
the other land may have had restrictions on title or sale
that affected its tax liability.!°° Without more evidence

than we now have, we cannot give a more precise
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interpretation to these terms. It remains dangerous to spin
elaborate interpretations of Pylian society from these texts
when it is rather more likely that their significance is
narrov, technical, and administrative.

The mere existence of the land lists indicates that the
central authority at Pylos took cognizance of the
negotiations dealing with land. Records were kept not only
of those who held some of the demos land, but alsoc of each
person’s holding of another’s land. The implication being
that the final holder was responsible for the taxes; in any
event it is certain that the palace wanted to know
everything about the holding of the land.

No one around Pylos could escape the scrutiny of the
scribes, and even distant villages underwvent examination by
touring officials.t!°! The area subject to Pylos, extending
over a good part of the southwestern Peloponnesus, was
elaborately organized for administrative purposes, and all
economic activity was controlled from Pylos. At the palace,
the flovw of information into the central archives was
supervigsed by a bureaucracy vwhich must have been enormous,
possibly even by modern standards. The very nature of the
records suggests a multitude of harried workers, and more
than forty different handvwritings have been identified.!'°?
The tablets themselves, made of that notably impermanent
material, unbaked clay, were not intended to record for
posterity the glory and wealth of the king of Pylos; they

were working records, the receipts and memoranda of current
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operations, stored as temporary notes to be discarded when
the more formal reports were drafted. Some tablets seem to
bring others up to date; some appear to be incomplete, with
space left for later entries. The thousand or so tablets
from Pylos, covering a brief period of £ime, are only a
fraction of the records which must have actually been kept.

No authority maintains records for the sake of records
alone; records are kept to insure that people do what they
are ordered, pay what is assessed, and stay wvhere they are
assigned. Records are kept to anticipate what can be
expected; land lists make tax assessments possible, and tax
lists provide a basis for planning income. Records of
incoming goods tell the receiver who has or has not paid,
and receipts are issued to fhe payers to protect them from
further claims. All this points to a bureaucracy that
extends - -far beyond the records office. It is of little
value to knowv who has not paid his taxes unless there are
people available to collect them from those who haven’t so a
staff of enforcers becomes necesgsary. Furthermore, the
existence of a rather large record office implies the
maintenance of a flov of accurate information; there must be
people who will insure that what is reported on the land
lists is truthful; in other words, there must be inspectors.

All in all, the Pylian administration of the
southwvestern Peloponnesus was gquite complex. One central
authority used an extensive bureaucracy to control a large

area, maintaining a large staff at Pylos and smaller
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subordinate staffs at each of the major villages. This was
no rigidly stratified structure, with each level firmly cut-
off from the next level, being tied to the center by a type
of feudal fealty only; rather, a comprehensive supervision
controlled all levels, with the central authority reaching
directly down to even the lowest levels. This central
administration seems to have exerted a pervasive influence

upon the lives of the people subject to it.
Occupations

As the bureaucracy was complex, so too was the society
itself highly articulated. One of the most striking items
of knowvledge provided by the Pylos tablets is the indication
of the specialization of labor in Mycenaean times. An
extraordinary large number of crafts is attributed to the
people named in the tablets. There are flax-workers,
veavers, nurses, reapers, goatherds, shepherds, masons,
fire-kindlers, bakers, smiths, spinners, carders, bath
attendants, grain measurers, and many others.t!°? Some of
the tablets even speak of people who are in training for an
occupation. The fact that the tablets list the occupations
of the people named shows, again, the care with which this
bureaucracy kept its records and, even more important, the
profusion of occupations reflects an economic scheme qf
great sophistication. Only in a wealthy society can so
specialized a division of labor subsist.: In the Pylian

economy there was enough economié activity to provide the
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necessities of life to those whose own occupations were
limited to small spheres of work. 1In other words the
economy was 80 constructed that agricultural produce could
pass from farmers and herdsmen to smiths, nurses, weavers,
and so forth (Figure 46). It is not known how this was
done, aithough there is some evidence of transfers within
the administrative structure to people in the service of the
palace.t°* It is easy to understand allotment of food to
workers, but the naming of occupations in the land lists
suggests that the craftsmen were not all in the employ of
the palace.!°? In any case, the great extent of the
specialization indicates that the transfer of goods was a
general phenomenon in the society. This probability
suggests the existence of a merchant class of some sort;
undoubtedly, these merchants were merely some division of

the royal bureaucracy.t!°*
Miscellaneous

A bewildering rich array of goods created the need for
the complex economic structure at Pylos. Besides the
ordinary grain (wheat and barley), which should be expected
in any economy, there are consignments of olives and figs,
vine, and olive 0il.!°? The multitude of livestock is
implicated by tablet Cnl3l1, which mentions flocks at a place
which may be named Pi-sia: "from Pimeta (a man’s name), 200
rams; from Kupurijo, SO rams; from Koruno, 100 rams; from

Porouteve, 90 rams," and so forth.t°®* The totals listed on
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the tablet come to 2137 rams, 135 ewves, and 99 she-goats.!°?

Other tablets list oxen, cattle, pigs, and horses. Then,

there are spices to grace the culinary art: coriander and
cyperus seed predominate.!!?® Honey is, likewise, listed; at
times, the wine of Pylos was honeyed. There are tablets

vhich list items of household use, describing different
styles of utensils in great detail.t!‘!'! The description of a
single footstool shows how elaborate furniture was; e.g.,
"inlaid with a man and a horse and an octopus and a griffin
in ivory."tt2 Military equipment, helmets, and wvheels are
listed.!'*? OQOther tablets give accounts of gold and
bronze.t!'t'* There are numerous tablets dealing with unguent
oil and lists of spices, fancy furniture, precious metal,
and a variety of other goods. All these goods give but a
sampling of the economic activity; these goods were
transferred during a very short time period, and represent
just a fraction of the material possessions at Pylos. The
economy was clearly able to produce great luxury, and wvas
capable of providing many different commodities in quantity.

All this information comes from Pylos, for no other site
has produced a comparable number of texts; the few tablets
from Hycenaé serve to confirm the Pylos materials. |
Mycenaean society at Pylos, and almost at every other site,
centered on a great palace which administrated many villages
sprinkled over a fairly large territory. The administration
wvag of fluid structure, with provisional divisions when

necessary, and a number of officials to carry out the
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busginess of the realm. The society was most complex:
trades and labor had become highly specialized, and the
abundant economic activity produced an astoundingly high
standard of living, at least for the people of the

palace.t!t3

Trade

There is no purpose in repeating here statements about
Mycenaean trade in general; the basic local fact that we
must face is that Messenia could not have been economically
gelf-gsufficient. Very considerable quantities of metal,
especially copper and tin, had to be procured from outside
and paid for directly or indirectly in goods or services.
In addition, we can identify imports such as pottery, amber,
obsgidian, ivory, and other luxury goods in raw or
manufactured form.t't'$¢ There is no evidence that the region
needed to import any basic foodstuffs.t!'t!'?

We can already form some theories about the major
agricultural and manufactured surpluses. Grain could have
been the leading export.t!‘'*® Olive o0il, most of it perhaps
scented, is a definite possibility.!!® Another possibility
is timber, although its transportation from the interior
would have posed problems.'!'2? Other possible agricultural
surpluses that deserve attention are wine, dried figs,
honey, linseed o0il, horses, and cattle.!?®*!

As for manufactured items, one might infer from the

Pylos tablets that there may have been an exportable surplus
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of woolen and linen cloth as well as bronze implements and
weapons; also, pottery for its own sake, not simply as a
container, cannot be excluded. The situation concerning
slave trade remains ambiguous. The major services that may
have been supplied by the city-state of Pylos would
certainly include shipping by the large merchant marine and,

perhaps, the transference of metallurgical techniques.t!'®®
Militarism

Soldiers had been the core of Mycenaean power from
approximately 1600 B.C.E. onward, at first represented by
individual aristocrats, then apparently by an elite corps at
the time of the fall of Knossos, and in the thirteenth
century organized into units of common men trained to fight
on foot with horse-taming officers to lead them.'%3
Actually, from the end of the Middle Bronze Age, militarism
vags so0 congenial to mainland temperament thaf both it and
its technology focused on the trained soldier with his
equipment, and this is also the aspect of the Mycenaean
vorld most striking to outsiders in their rare comments
about Achaians.t!'®* Mycenaeans absorbed very readily.any
improvements in armaments that they noticed abroad; odd
daggers from Sicily or swords from Canaan caught their fancy
and they continued to fight and to be buried with pieces
they captured. This variety is to a certain extent

ironed-out in the traditions of the frescoes and vase
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painting, but it remains clear enough in the tombs,
particularly following the fall of Knossos.!'®S3

There were several categories of soldiering during the
"empire period;" at home, ordinary infantrymen were
organized in squads assigned to a high-born officer,
equipped with rations for special marches and assigned to
certain strong points along the roads. This information
comes from the so-called Home-Guard (An) tablets at Pylos
vhich cannot really be read since they are mostly names of
men and places, but they harmonize with the evidence from
roads and fortified outposts.t®¢ Such men wore padded linen
cuirasses and leggings, probably leather helmets
strengthened wvith metal strips, and fought with the svord,
the battle knife, and the spear.!®*? Certain groups vere
trained in archery. Officers wore more elaborate versions
of the same armor, including the boar’s tusk or bronze
helmet with plumes, cuirasses of bronze plates, occasionally
bronze greaves and ankle guards (Figure 47).,t%®8 Their
defensive armor continued to be the shield and their attack
wvas particularly with the long svord and the paraxiphis or
medium dagger; the long spear was utilized, also, against
stag and boar.!®? Concessions to modernism sometimes escape
the artists; warriors are usually depicted in traditional
costume; however, in a few of the frescoes the new high boot
in the Hittite style appears (Figure 48).!32° Furthermore,
in the Pylos tablets the armor actually ‘issued is more

advanced than in the pictures. Officers wvere given
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corselets with several bronze plates and helmets with cheek
pieces; svords, spear and arrovheads, and possibly axes are
all listed, some made locally in the palace armory.!3t
Battle rations were grain (wheat and barley) linseed, figs,
and wine.t!3®

We cannot be sure how "professional" the army actually
vas; that depended upon local circumstances.!?3 At home,
most soldiers were probably farmers in everyday life, called
up in emergencies and made confident by the early training
in familiar weapons vhich any boy would have received. Men
wvho had no niche in palace society free-lanced for any
convenient paymaster; this category would include escaped
captives, natural rebels, murderers--those with a ldst for
cash rather than security. Many of these mercenaries took
service with Hittites, Libyans, or Egyptians in the
encouraging thirteenth-century conditions of the Sea
Peoples’ raids, both as individuals and as organized corps.

At home supreme authority over fighting forces was
naturally vested in the wanax, "the king, " and his military
deputy, the lavagetas, or "leader of the people." The
regiment commanders and the basileis of provincial estates,
wvho were given land according to the Pylos tablets, operated
below them.!?* Only the upper ranks of these men wvere
trained to fight in chariots. Since the use of the horse
and the expensive chariot squadron is particularly
associated with aristocratic militarism in the Late Bronze

Age, horsemanship deserves a brief investigation.
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Obviously, the horse comes before the chariot; the horse
comes slowly from the north and east after 2000 B.C.E.t33
According to Carl Blegen, horse bones appear in Troy about
1800 B.C.E.!*¢ The Hyksos of the seventeenth century bury
their dead with horses, as at Avaris; the Hittites and
Mitanni become expert horsemen about the same time. A few
horses were probably taken to Crete by ship in the fifteenth
century and there, with good grazing land, multiplied so
wvell that the records from Knossos vastly exceed those at
Pylos.t37 Cyprus had a few horses, and even a camel, by
1400 B.C.E. 3¢ Once the horse was widely bred, the chariot,
likevwise, became quite standardized and was, basically, the
same in all Aegean regions.t!?? It was a light two-horse
affair with a shallowvw leather or wicker body stretched over
a bentwood frame, two large wheels, a flexible pole, and a
simple inefficient yoke system attached to the horses
withers.'*° This lightweight racing or fighting chariot was
not sturdy enough to survive except in certain protected
royal burials of Egypt, but the many pictures and models are
valuable documents; Linear B and Homer add details.!*!
Chariots were made in workshops like the one in the
northeast wing of the palace at Pylos; they were made of
hides with the hair still on them or of wicker plaits.!'*?®
Pylos did not need to import wood for frames as did Egypt.
The frame itself was of ash, elm, or birch; the wheels wvere
of elm, willow, or cypress bound in some harder material,

like thick leather, bronze, or silver.t*?3 All the wooden
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parts might be inlaid with ivory or painted crimson.t!** At
Pylos, the horses and chariots themselves are very rare;
probably this lack is accidental, since the wheels for
transport are recorded in number.t!*?®

Dnée the chariot became "mass" produced the great
ancient Near Eastern nations developed techniques for using
it in formation, difficult but formidable when it worked,
and demanding an entire backdrop of horse trainers, stables,
paddocks, constant practice, good roads or level open
country, accompanied by the kind of light armor and throwing
on shooting weapons which would give the driver maximum
maneuverability and protection.!*®* Greece never got quite
80 good as plains countries like Anatolia, Syria, or Egypt;
the ground simply is not clear enocugh for formation driving.
The idea of fighting five or ten chariots abreast as a
regular practice on the mainland seems like military
daydreaming. Around Pylos, riding was scarcely practiced as

a military art at all, except, perhaps, to relay messages.
Religion

To pursue knovwledge about Mycenaean religion with any
safety, all evidence but from the mainland must be excluded.
Furthermore, it is best to start, not from the evidence of
art objects, but from the only clear and certain evidence
about religion on the mainland. Once again the tablets
provide the key to knovledge. Something of the nature of

the Pylians glimmers through a few of the inscriptions, and
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with startling clarity appear the names of a few of the
great divinities of later Greece. Poseidon, the powverful
god of the sea, is named again and again; 2Z2eus, the king of
the gods according to later tradition, is mentioned; so are
Hera and Hermes, along with other divinities not included
with the later pantheon.

One large tablet records a series of religious
activities. The tablet entitled "Tn 316" reports the
bringing of gifts to a number of divinities at various
shrines: gold cups and bowvwls are brought for Poseidon, a
"Dove-Goddess" called Iphemedeia, Diwja (the female gender
of the name Zeus), Zeus himself, Hera, Hermes, and even the
priest of Zeus.!*? The tablet alsoc lists the people
assigned to the shrines or to the carrying of the gifts.!**
As a record of the transfer of goods and people to the
shrines-of the gods, it indicates the interest of the palace
even in the details of religious observance. Something of
the nature of Pylian religions can be perceived in this
account. It is clear that the shrines vere focal points of
vorship and, as in all ancient and some modern religions,
men showed their devotion by making offerings. Here in the
Peloponnesus, as all over the ancient world before and after
the second millennium B.C.E., the faithful sent precious
objects to the gods to petition for the fulfillment of their
prayers or to protect themselves from divine displeasure.
The Indo-European deity Zeus must have been worshipped from

time immemorial; he was known all over the Mediterranean
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world in later centuries and worshipped even prior to
Mycenaean times as far east as India, under the Sanscrit
name Dyaus.!*?

The reverse side of the tablet provides more information
about the Pylian religion. Gifts are listed here for
Potnia, "The Mistress, " who appears again and again in the
tablets. Other divinities not known in later times also
received offerings. A goddess whose name seems to have been
Mnasa got a gold bowl, as did Posidaeia (who may be a
consort of Poseidon); gods whose name may mean "Thrice-Hero"
and "Lord of the House" each got a gold cup {(Figure 49).
This list is headed by the name of the month, Plovistos,
wvhich would mean "the month of sailing. "!3%° The Greeks were
fearful of navigation in the stormy winter months and
resumed sailing towards the end of March; Greek months were
lunar, of course. The divinities are unfamiliar to
historians of later times, and even the name of the month
passed from use by the time of later Greek calendars. Even
80, these names have linguistic roots meaning something in
Greek, and the meanings have religious context.

There is evidence pertaining to religion in other
tablets as vell. Poseidon appears as a recipient of a
number of gifts of wheat, and one tablet mentions that his
larder was enriched by contributions of cheeses, wine?
honey, and cattle.!S3! Gifts of olive oil to Poseidon are
listed among a series of tablets which include contributions

of oil to other divinities; theré are numerous contributions
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to Potnia and Trisheroes ("Thrice-Hero").!32 If the number
of entries is a guide, Poseidon and Potnia were clearly the
most important deities in this part of the Peloponnesus.

The nature of religious observance is indicated in the
tablets to some extent. Offerings to the gods and goddesses
{which were certainly to be expected) were connected with
festivals, and rituals performed at certain times. There
seems to have been a "Divine Mother, " or,‘perhaps, more
likely a "Mother of the Gods;" her gift of oil was offered
at the Festival of Nev Wine. Scented oil was offered to
Poseidon at the Festival of the Spreading of the Couch
(hieros gamosg).t33 A ceremonial called the "Drawing of the
Throne, " mentioned in yet another tablet, suggests é public
ceremony that involves bringing a throne into consecrated
ground; one can well imagine that an. elaborate inlaid throne
like those of the furniture tablets was exhibited to the
people of Pylos once a year.t!3* Finally, the date of the
ceremonies in the big tablet (Tn 316), is the month of
Plovigtos, showing again the calendaric nature of worship.

Thus, a picture emerges of the Pylians gathering at
festivalas at certain times of the year, either in Pylos
itself or in the surrounding countryside, to celebrate the
nev wine and to thank the gods for their gifts. Another
festival probably involved a procession behind a god’s
throne, perhaps a part of a fertility rite. It may even be

that the association of divine propitiation in the sailing
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month of Plowistos suggests a festival, or at least

offerings, for the protection of the busy Pylian sailors.

The deities and ceremonies were served by a variety of
persons at Pylos; both men and women have the role of
priest, not necessarily matching the sex of the deity. Some
functionaries are the servants of the gods, both male and
female, who sometimes inherit the position and own land as
substantial citizens: the "key bearer" (karawiporo); the
"sacrificer" ijerowoko); the "barley sprinklers"
(kiritewija); and, perhaps, the "fire tender," (pukowo).!3S3
The tereta or Telestai are men of noble rank with mixed
religious and military functions.t!3¢ Indeed, the tablets
illustrate a much greater diversity of religious officials
than the physical remains of archaeology would lead one to
suspect.

All the evidence seems to show that the religion of the
Pylians was a public one; it was associated with specific
times and places, festivals to which the people could come
for sacrifice, gift, and, possibly, prayer. The fact that
the records of religious observance kept in the palace
indicates that religion was intricately tied to official
state functions; all the evidence of the tablets must‘be
taken as dealing with officially endorsed religion.

The devotions centered around certain specific cult
places, a characteristic of later Greek religion as well.
One such area, Pa-ki-ja-ne, contained shrines dedicated to

at least five divinities: Potnia, Mnasa, Posidaeia,
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Trisheroes, and the Lord of the House; other groups of
divinities may have had their shrines at other cultic
sites.t97 This sharing of shrines is found, later, in
Athens in the mutual investment of Athena, Poseidon, and
Erechtheus in the Erechtheum on the acropolis, or in the use
of the joint temple of Athena and Hephaestus in the lowver
town.

One characteristic of Pylian society is suggested by the
very lack of evidence: clearly, the society was not
theologically oriented. There are no great temples or
religicus edifices characteristic of a theocratic society
(Figure 50). Nothing in the remains indicates much
diversion of Pylian wealth to the service of the gods, and
there are no great temples such as are found in Egypt and
the ancient Near East.

The only structures which can be considered religiocus
are tombs. That there was some kind of cult of the dead
seems clear.t!3® The complex architecture of the tholos
tombs suggests a real concern that the dead be well housed.
Howvever, the positions of the bodies in the tombs suggest
that the religious concepts controlling the treatment of the
dead did not demand constant veneration of the deceased.
Offerings were made at the time of interment, but the
skeletal remains of earlier burials were unceremoniocusly
swept aside to make room for the new arrival.t!?? It wmay be

that this disregard of bones points to a concern for the
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dead only so long as the flesh remained. There is at
present no way of knowing.

A cult of the dead is almost surely only one part of the
religion of any people, and the presence of so many gods and
activities in the Linear B tablets shows the other side of
Mycenaean religion. It is interesting to note that even
with the relatively limited expenditure on religion in
classical Greece there were magnificent temples and complex
religious precincts, while there is nothing thus far, at any
of the Pylian sites which can be interpreted as a temple.
Here and there a simple altar stood as a focus of worship,
but the deities seem to have received their due in gifts and
festivals, not in buildings. It might be notewvorthy here to
recall that the "shrine" at Pylos was small, being located
in the workshop area of the palace.!*¢°

Religion fell under the cognizance of the king. What
the gods received, the palace knevw. One may imagine that on
great festivals the king and the royal family, regally
attired and folloved by the hundreds of retainers, came out
of the palace into the lowver town for the procession,
possibly drawing the gods throne among the throngs of
vorshippers. On the great festival days the king, as
representative of the state, may well have performed some of
the religious functions himself; in later times the elected
public official called "king" served a religious purpose,
and the religious character of this vestigial king may very

vell hark back to Mycenaean times. The king’s scribes kept
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records of gifts to the gods, but there is nothing to
indicate that the religious role of the king was a major
part of his activity. The gods and goddesses had their
priests; the king’s concern was, primarily, secular. The
entire society, in fact, seems secular.

The very nature of religion will prevent an adequate
understanding of Pylian religion until and unless more
documents and monuments are found to provide evidence. Qur
limited information makes it possible to see that some of
the classical deities were vorshipped as early as Mycenaean
times, while some of the Mycenaean deities seem to have been
unknown to later Greeks. We can see that festivals played
an important part in Pylian religion and that the palace was
concerned with religious observance and offerings. Perhaps
most important, the evidence suggests that religion played

no dominant role in Pylian 1life.
Conclusion

The palace complex at Pylos, as it has now been
revealed, is a work of the thirteenth century and its
history falls between 1300 and 1200 B.C.E.t#! This complex
is spread out over a fairly extensive area as large as, if
not larger than, that occupied by other palaces of the same
period on the Greek mainland. In its size and arranggment
the central building takes its place alongside the
contemporary establishments at Mycenae and Tiryns. It

exhibits the same general plan in its entrance gateway,
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court, portico, vestibule and throne room with its interior
.columns and central hearth. It is obvious that Pylos wvas
built by a ruler of great wealth and political power. No
king is8 definitely identified in the inscribed tablets that
have been found in this palace, but Greek tradition sheds
some light on this problem. The only royal dynasty strong
enough and rich enough in the thirteenth century B.C.E. in
western Messenia to build and maintain such a palace is that
of the Neleids.t!*¢? It was Neleus, a royal prince of
Thessaly, who came and acquired the site, and it was his son
Nestor who succeeded him and ruled through three generations
of men.!¢3 Yes, Nestor, who took part in the expedition
against Troy, provided and equipped ninety ships, sécond
only to Agamemnon himself, who outfitted a hundred
vessels.!¢** Nestor returned in safety from Troy and
survived a good many years; he was succeeded by a son and
grandson, perhaps even by a great-grandson.!¢? The palace
wvas captured and put to the torch by the Dorians and was
totally destroyed.!*¢® The inhabitants fled; some of the
Neleids took refuge in Athens, where they founded some of
the leading Athenian families; others went to Asia Minor.!'*7?

The site of Pylos was never again occupied. The ruins
vere overgrown by vegetation and lost to sight, and in the
classical period no one knew exactly where "sandy" Pylos had
stood. But, by then, the real knovledge of the Late Bronze

Age wvas dead, and the documents upon which this chapter is
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based were lying buried at Pylos awvaiting their resurrection

in the twentieth century.
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excavated in western Messenia, might provide at least an
estimate of the number and shifting fortunes of these "petty
kingdoms. "

S¢C. Blegen and M. Rawson, The Palace of Nestor at

Pylos, vol. 1I. For the floorplan of the megaron see figure
404. For the hearth area see figure 418.

S7C. Blegen, A Guide to the Palace of Nestor, p. 9. The

octopus may have symbolized a goddess.

S8 For the frescoes see: Mabel L. Lang. The Palace of
Nestor at Pylos, vol. II. (Princeton: Princeton University

Press for the University of Cincinnati, 1969).

$*C. Blegen and M. Rawson, The Palace of Nestor at
Pylos, vol. I, pp. 43, £ff.
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113.

143M. M. Ventris and J. Chadwick, Documents in
Mycenaean Greek, pp. 272, ff.

t44Ibid. Tablet Sd0401.
t43Ibid., p. 373.

t4¢M. A. Littauer, "The Military Use of the Chariot in
the Late Bronze Age, " pp. 145, f£f. Basically, this article
advocates that the charioteer be a professional acrobat.
See note 113.

147M, Ventris and J. Chadwick, Documentsg in Mycenaean
Greek. For tablet Tn316, see pp. 286 and 287.

t4a7Thid. It is impossible to resist the conclusion
that the vord po-re-na in the introductory formula refers to
human beings, and, despite initial reluctance to accept this
unpalatable fact, that these unfortunate people vere to
become sacrificial victims. Though the Greeks of the
classical age disapproved of the practice, they wvere
familiar with it from Homer, and it forms an essential
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13% A, E. Samuel, The Mycenaeans In History (Englewood
Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1966), p. 96.
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But the association with smiths requires comment: in this
aspect Potnia is probably the predecessor of Athena, though
Hephaistos, too, can claim a share as the smith of the gods.
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the Minoan collapse of the fifteenth century. So, J.
Chadwick, The Mycenaean World, pp. 93 and 9S4.

162Ipbid., p. 31.
183 Thid.
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Mycenaean OGreece. So, R. Hope-Simpson and H. F. Lazenby,
The Cataloque of Ships in Homer (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1970). Also, see Denys L. Page, History and the Homeric
Iliad. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1966).
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the standard Mycenaean language of the palaces and
administration there was a secondary dialect spoken by the
lover classes, and that upon the collapse of the Mycenaean
aristocracy "standard Mycenaean" was replaced in the
Pelopponesus by "sub-standard Mycenaean, " but not of course
in Arcadia. Elsevhere, there would have been a good deal of
mixing. One could, therefore, argue that the standard
dialect that survived in the Cyclades was the high talk of
the displaced nobles, or rather brigands; the sub-standard
dialect of Thessaly was the language that had become common

to that part of Greece. So, John Chadwick, "The Mycenaean
Dorians, " in Institute of Classical Studies: Mycenaean
Seminar (London: University of London, 1973). This

solution allows us to scrap the complicated pattern of minor
migrations that criss-cross the Greek mainland in a
confusing and unconvincing fashion, but it still seems
somevhat speculative.

The "Dorian GQuestion" becomes even more complicated by
its probably artificial connection with the Heraclids, and
their returns. Qf this whole story it would be best to
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course, the Athenians emerged intact. So, N. K. Sandars,
The Sea Peoples, p. 18S5.

t¢7C, Blegen, A Guide to the Palace of Nestor, p. 31.



CHAPTER 1V
TRAY
Prblogue

The archaeoclogical Troy, in its ruined state today,
differs greatly from the glamorous citadel pictured in the
epic poems. But, if one i=s blessed with a little
imagination, when one stands on the ancient summit in the
extreme northwestern corner of Asia Minor and loocks out over
the Trojan plain and thinks of some of the exciting scenes
it has witnessed, one cannot escape the feeling that this
Troy, too, has a potent touch of enchantment.

The ruins, called Hissarlik, occupy the western tip of a
low ridge coming from the east and ending somewvhat abruptly
in steep slopes on the north and west and a more gradual
descent toward the south. Some four miles distant to the
vest, across the flat plain of the tree-bordered Scamander,
and beyond a line of lov hills, is the Aegean Sea. On it,
to the socuthwest, floats the island of Tenedos {(which was
sacked by Achilles); much farther northward is Imbros, where
the sorrowing Hecuba says some of her sons who had been
captured by Achilles were sold into slavery. Behind Imbros,
on a clear day, one sees the twin-peaked height of

Samothrace; wvhen the weather is clearest, one can even cite

117
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the peak of Mount Athos. To the north of Hissarlik and less
than an hour’s walk away is the Hellespont, the Straits now
called the Dardanelles, with the Gallipoli peninsula rising
in the background, a region rich in historical associations
from ancient to modern times.

Because of the ruined walls that covered it, the end of
the Trojan ridge was long known to the Turks as Hissarlik,
or "the fortress."! Based upron the evidence of inscriptions
discovered at Hissarlik, it was identified more than 13S0
years ago as the site of Hellenistic and Roman Ilion.?

Until late in the nineteenth century many seriocus orthodox
classical scholars, especially in Germany and on the
Continent, believed and asserted that the Homeric poems were
altogether products of free poetic imagination with no basis
in reality, and that it would, therefore, be useless and
foolish to look for an actual physical Troy. The romantic
school, on the other hand, consisting chiefly of English,
but with a few German scholars, was convinced that Troy had
really existed.

The mound of Hissarlik had a maximum length of some 200
meters, and was less than 150 meters wide; it rose
approximately 31 meters above the level of the plain at the
northern foot, the summit composed of debris of human
habitation, reaching an elevation of about 39 meters above
sea level.? For an administrative center the situation was
admirably suited, both for security and for economic

reasons; furthermore, from the top of the mound, the viev is
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impressive. Hissarlik lay near enough to the sea to have
landing places and perhaps a small port or two within easy
access, and yet far enough removed to be reascnably safe
from sudden hostile attacks or piratical raids. Troy,
likewise, controlled a land route that apparently came up
along the western coastal region of Asia Minor to the
shortest crossing of the straits from Asia to Europe.*

Thus, from these vantage grounds, Troy could, no doubt,
dominate traffic up and down the straits, and perhaps tolls

of some sort were extracted.?®
History of the Excavations

Few comparable ancient sites have been so extensively
and so searchingly excavated as Hissarlik. Following Frank
Calvert’s initial scratching of the surface in 1865,
Heinrich Schliemann carried out seven major campaigns of
digging, besides several minor operations, between 1870 and
1890, usually employing upwards of 100, sometimes more than
150, workmen, and often continuing through a season of four
months and longer.®* The hours of work ran from sunrise to
sunset, and an immense volume of earth and stones was dug up
and removed; After Schliemann’s death in December ofv1890,
his colleague and successor Wilhelm D&érpfeld, operating on a
large scale, resumed the undertaking in two additional
campaigns in 1893 and 1894.7 More than a generation was
then allowed to pass without further work at Hissarlik; a

fresh investigation of the stratification was begun in 1932
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by the Archaeoclogical Expedition of the University of
Cincinnati. These investigations continued annually through
seven seasons of three or four months each until 1938.°*
After all these ;ong-extended operations it is no wonder
that the greater part of the mound has now been dug awvay
altogether (mostly by Schliemann) and only one or two small
pinnacleé remain which still preserve the sequence of the
superimposed strata that made up the great mound before
digging began.

Schliemann’s name is inseparably linked to this
archaeological Troy which he has endowed with enduring
romance. With his unshakable faith in Homer, his boundless
energy and enthusiasm, his organizing ability, his resolute
determination, and his unfailing persistence (all backed by
abundant financial resources which he had acquired by his
own efforts), Schliemann overcame innumerable obstacles and
difficulties and achieved a brilliant success: he compelled
the professional archaeologists and classical scholars to
give serious attention to his work, and he won world-wide

fame for himself.?
Occupation of the Site

Underneath the city of Ilion (Ilium), of the classical
Greek and Hellenistic periods, lay seven successive Bronze
Age settlements. Schliemann identified the second of these,
Troy I1I, as Homer'’s Troy, but it has long been recognized

that this strata is in fact much earlier. Most authorities
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today believe that the Homeric city was either Troy VI or
ViIia {(Figure S1).t°

The most obvious signs of prosperity and aggrandizement
were found in the Late Bronze Age city, Troy VI, the finely
built stone substructure of whose walls are in part still
standing (Figure 52). The sixth city was the immediate
predecessor of Homer’s Troy, which was largely rebuilt from
its ruins following its destruction by an earthgquake not
long before 1300 B.C.E.!'! This Homeric city (VIIa) was
burnt about half a century later. Only the outer ring of
these two cities remains, for Roman engineers, seeking space
for architectural splendor, cut the top off the acropolis;
by a strange chance Augustus, in honoring the cradle of his
race, blotted out for ever the ruins of Priam’s palace.!'?
Thus it was that Schliemann missed the true Homeric city,

which was wrongly identified with the second settlement.
The Sixth City

It is obvious that in Troy VI we come to a new era in
the history of the occupation of the site. Although some
elements of continuity are perhaps discernible, there is
clearly in numerous respects a definite break with the old
native tradition.t!?

Far reaching changes manifest themselves in the field of
architecture. A powerful fortification wall was built
around a much enlarged citadel, characterized in general by

its more orderly style of masonry, as compared with earlier
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structures, and in particular by its use of distinctive
shallovw offsets at fairly regular intervals along its outer
sloping face.t'* Exactly what the immediate predecessors of
this wall in Troy V and Troy IV were like cannot nowvw be
determined, since all vestiges seem to have been destroyed;
in any event it can be said that those fortifications must
have been far less monumental than the great works erected
even in the initial phases of the sixth settlement. The
buildings within the stronghold, too, show a notable
difference from what had gone before; instead of the closely
crowded, multiple dwellings of Troy V, we now find
appreciably more spacious, free-standing houses that were
laid out at intervals on a series of broad, concentric
terraces, which rose in successive steps toward the midpoint
of the citadel.!'® The king’s palace, which undoubtedly
occupied the summit of the hill, was razed and removed in
the Hellenistic and Roman era to give place to the Temple of
Athena and its enclosing court, and no part of it is now
preserved.t!® The houses that still stand on the lowest
terraces are presumably those in which subordinate members
of the king’s household or his councillors and principal
retainers lived.t!'7? The character of the settlement seems,
thus, to have undergone a transformation: it is evidently
no longer the abode of a relatively numerous populatign in
modest, not to say humble, economic circumstances, but is
again, as it was in the time of Troy II, the seat of a ruler

and his entourage.!'® Where the king's more humble subjects
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wvere housed can only be conjectured, perhaps in small
dwellings in a lowver town outside the walls and in the
villages and hamlets scattered throughout the countryside.

The impressive fortification wall is the most striking
monumental testimonial to the sgspirit of enterprise and
increased technical skill that mark a new era. But with
their simple straight forward ground plans, their
congiderable size, their solidly built massive stone
foundations, and their employment of interior columns set on
stone bases and piers, the great houses of Troy VI also
stand out from their undistinguished precursors of the
third, fourth, and fifth settlements, and point to some

fresh and vigorous impetus.
Burial Customs

As in architecture, so in burial customs, a change from
earlier practices is clearly indicated in Troy VI.!'®* It
must be admitted that the cemetery of buried cinerary urns,
found at the southern edge of the plateau some 500 meters
from the citadel, represents only the final stage of the
s8ixth settlement, and that for the earlier phases of Troy no
similar evidence hﬁs come to light.®*° 1Is it impossible that
cremation was known from the beginning of the occupation of
the site and that the ashes of the burned dead were
scattered to the winds? Such an hypothesis would explain
the absence of remains. On the other hand, one cannot

completely dismiss the possibility that there was a burial
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ground at some place so well concealed as to escape notice
or so unaccountably remote from the citadel as to be beyond
the range of widespread investigations. Amid this general
uncertainty regarding the antecedent past, the cemetery of
Troy VI certainly wmarks a change, and gives us some basis
for conjecture and speculation. It is in any event a fact
that toward the end of the fourteenth century B.C.E.
cremation was practiced, the ashes and remnants of burned
bones were collected and placed in urns which were buried.?®!
Several jars were found to contain unburned bones of infants
along with burned bones of adults; the process, therefore,
involves a combination of cremation and inhumation.®® Just
when this custom was introduced it remains impossible to

determine.
Trojan Horses

Carl Blegen points to such novel cultural features in
Troy VI as technical changes and improvements in
fortifications, solid freestanding houses that are widely
spaced on gradually rising concentric terraces and the
general use of bronze in contrast to copper.?? A
particulariy interesting innovation is the advent of the
domesticated horse, shown by scientific study of animal
bones. ®** This trait has importaht implications for the
origin of the newcomers and suggests the appropriateness of

Homer’s epithet, "horse-taming," for the later Trojans.
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Gray Minyan Ware

A most important novelty was the sudden appearance in
Troy VI of a very distinctive smooth gray wheel-made
pottery. Gray Minyan Ware, a fabric with no local
antecedents, appears abruptly in preponderating quantity at
the beginning of the sixth settlement and throughout the
entire period never loses its preeminent position (Figure
53).2% It is at the outset the same kind of angular pottery
that on the mainland of Greece in the same sudden manner
ushers in the Middle Helladic Period.®* Alongside this Gray
Minyan are found other similar fabrics, notably a Red-washed
Ware and later a Tan Ware, which occur in essentially the
same shapes as the Gray, and were evidently produced in 1like
manner, but in a controllable kiln that permwmitted the
introduction of oxygen to achieve the color desired.®®
Thus, when Troy VI was reached, it became clear that an'
entirely new repertory of shapes was evolved to displace the
old; for the sixth settlement some 98 varieties of shape
were differentiated and classified.*? Among them S0 are new
and only seven or eight seem to have any connection with the

Trojan past.3°
Whorls

The occurrence at Troy of terra cotta wvhorls in vast
numbers (Schliemann collected some 8,000 specimens) is a
phenomenon that seems not to be matched at other

contemporary sites, east or west, and that must presumably
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point to some special and peculiar feature in Trojan
culture. ! Does it perhaps imply that clothing of a
distinctive fabric was worn by the people of northwestern
Asia Minor? Or, was spinning carried on in a more
systematic and organized manner than might be expected? The
abundant bones of sheep and goats found in all the layers at
Troy indicate that there was no shortage of wool.?® Though
there is no ground to assume the establishment of a real
industry, spun yarn or even textiles may well have been
exported to the Aegean in exchange for desired articles from
that region. Whatever the explanation, it is clear that
there was no reduction in the demand for terra cotta whorls
wvhen the last settlement of the Early Bronze Age was overrun
and nevw folk elements became dominant in Troy VI.®?* Changes
in the shapes commonly used and the abandonment of
decoration may mark a shift in taste, but spinning obviously

continued on an active basis; note the whorls in Figure 54.

Imports and Exports

Imported vases from the Greek mainland first appear in
Troy about the time of the Shaft Graves, and in the early
tholog period there was quite a demand for Greek
manufactures; this commerce steadily increased following the
fall of Knossos, and the crest of imports seems to have come
in the early fourteenth century.33* As usual, it is
difficult to tell what the Mycenaeans took in return, for

there are no recognizable Trojan objects in Mycenaean cities
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in Greece, but the trade may have focused on silver, purple
dye, dyed textiles, possibly the famous Trojan horses, and
even grain from the broad fields of the north.3% Clearly
the Greeks had shifted their attention seriously from Crete
towards Asia Minor after 1400 B.C.E. Greek involvement with
Troy is like their renewed colonization and new settlements
at town sites farther south: Ephesos, Miletos, Kos, Enkomi,

and Ialysos on Rhodes.?¢
Fortifications

The fortification wall of Troy VI is, of course, the
outstanding and the best known monument at Hissarlik. The
fortress presents the unmistakable characteristics of a
royal stronghold and in its simple grandeur it takes its
place as a worthy equal beside the more or less contemporary
citadels of Mycenae and Tiryns, different in some respects,
but obviously designed to play a similar commanding role in
its district. The building of the fortress was surely a
project of royal enterprise, and even in their incomplete
and ruined state today these walls and towers still bear the
distinctive cachet of princely power.

Fate has been unkind to the great fortification of the
sixth settlement. One third of the circuit, the northern
section, has been almost entirely destroyed, and much
serious damage has been suffered elsewvhere, especially along

the southern and western sides of the acropolis.?¥?
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Nevertheless, a survey of the actual remains, whether it
be made by a visit to the site itself, or via a study of the
plans, will impress the observer with admiration for the
unity and strength of the original design and for the
technical proficiency of the engineers who directed the
construction. This effect of unity becomes all the more
remarkable after further study when one sees that the wall
consists of several sections, which differ considerably in
style of masonry and were obviously not all erected at one
and the same time.3?* The wall of Troy VI was built to
replace a previously existing fortification; the latter was
not demolished all at once, but piece by piece, and the
replacement was completed in successive stages markéd by the
steadily increasing skill of the masons in stone-cutting and
joining (Figure S55).3°?

The new architectural style in the building of
fortifications, marked by the characteristic offsets which
occur at intervals along the face of the wall, is an
innovation of Troy VI. This evidence of new ideas in the
realm of architecture taken in conjunction with the parallel
indications of fresh invention of pottery and with the
arrival of the horse, must reflect the establishment on the
site of a newvw strain, cultural if not racial, at the
beginning of the sixth settlement. It evidently produced
the spark of enterprise and gave impetus to a course of
steady material development ahd expansion that ultimately

raised the settlement to its greatest power. The history of
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the evolution through the early, middle, and late stages of
the period is illustrated step by step in the remains of the
three successive fortifications.*? The first in its new
style marks a change from what had gone before in the Early
Bronze Age.*! The second, with its finer and more regular
masonry, and its increased size, far surpasses the first,
only in its turn to be eclipsed by the succeeding third
enclosing wall of the citadel.*®* Here in the simple
strength of the design and in the magnificence of the
execution we have testimonials to the developed skill of the
military engineers and the building craft, and to the
prosperity and the wealth of the settlement and its rulers
at the beginning of the fourteenth century.*? Before that
century ends, however, an ominous sign may perhaps be
recognized: the failure to complete the southwest section
of the wall as it must have been designed.** Was this
curtailment of the project imposed because of economic
decline? Was it brought about through the death of the king
who was sponsoring the construction? Or, should one see
here the effect of some external or internal political
factor otherwise unknown? These are questions that must,

perhaps forever, be left unanswered.
The Northeastern Tower

The huge tower that forms the mighty northeastern
bastion of the fortress still stands to a height of twenty-

six courses; it is perhaps the finest piece of masonry in
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the whole circuit wall cof Troy VI.*® Measuring about 18
meters in length from north to south, with an inside width
of 8 meters or more, it is built of squared blocks of hard
limestone, carefully laid and fitted together, though in
courses of somewhat irregular height, with particular
attention to the alterétion of joints from course to
course. ** With its sharp acute angle projecting toward the
north and its characteristic profile, this tower is one of
the most familiar published landmarks of Troy. The lofty
northeast tower was no doubt an observation post, not only
dominating the acropolis but also the entire Trojan plain.
Inside the tower is a well, or cistern, approximately
square, its open shaft measuring about four meters per side;
it was lined all around with a massive stone wall, two
meters thick, that extended‘some two meters down below the
floor to native rock.*? From this point, the shaft, hewn in
the rock itself, continued down to a further depth of seven
or eight meters.**® Too large to be an ordinary well, too
deep for an ordinary cistern, it may have been intended to
serve both purposes. The main purpose of the northeast
towver was, presumably, to enclose the well-cistern within
the fortification and to ensure a safe supply of water in

emergencies. *?
The Southern Gateway

The principal entrance to the citadel in all periods of

occupation lay on the southern side of the perimeter, where
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the hill sloped fairly easily down toward the level of the
adjacent plateau.3%° In Troy I and Troy II the chief
approach was almost directly from the socuth.3t A new
gateway was constructed during the sixth settlement; this
gatevay continued to serve as the main entry into the
fortress through Troy VII (Figure 56).%% Altogether, then,
we have here a striking illustration of a phenomenon
ocbserved at several other ancient sites, the remarkable
persistence, through period after period, of eétablished
routes of communication. In éxcavating a roadway which was
used continuously through many successive settlements, one
might expect to find a series of well-marked strata,
epitomizing in their evidence the history of the site
itself. To a certain extent this expectation was realized
at Troy; but, the main street of Troy has suffered
considerably during the changing fortunes of the various
settlements, and the archaeclogical record provided by the
remains proves incomplete. From the inner facade of the
south gate the roadway was followved and cleared in a
northerly direction to a total length of nearly 36 meters; a
stone pavement seems to have been laid during the initial

stages of the sixth settlement.®?
" Domestic Architecture

The fortifications of Troy VI shed abundant light on the
architectural achievements of the sixth settlement. But a

kindly fortune has also preserved for us the remains of
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several notable houses that once stood within the citadel.
The earliest house of Troy VI excavated by the Cincinnati
Expedition was "House 630" (Figure 57).%* House 630 is a
rectangular building with a length of about eleven meters
and a width of about six meters; it is orientated roughly,
from north to aouth.’; Its walls were made with a
relatively high stone socle supporting a superstructure of
crude brick; it is a freeastanding, single house.3$
Originally, it may have had its entrance at the south end,
poseibly with a portico that led into a principal room from
wvhich doorways opened into two chambers behind; later, the
southern part wvas divided by narrow partitions of crude
brick into four small cubicles, and a new doorwvay may have
been made in the middle of the long western side.3%? In the
straightforvardness of its plan and in the neatness of its
walls, built of amall slabs of limestone laid at fairly
regular courses, this house surely repfesents an early stage
in the building technique that reached its full development
in the fourteenth century.s*

0Of the surviving buildings, one of the most striking is
House VI C, a building of the megaron plan with a very
shallov porch.®? A stone column-base vas found in position
in the main room, apparently one of three along the central
axis; it measures, externally, about thirty-four by sixty-
six feet.¢° House VI C was not far from the eastern end of
the acropolisg; it astood on the lowvest of the concentric

ascending terraces.‘*!? One of the most remarkable
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peculiarities of the building is that the two lateral walls
are not parallel to each other, but converge slightly in
their course toward the northwvest, the whole plan being,
tﬁus, slightly trapezoidal.®*®* This same oddity appears in
the neighboring houses, as well as in other houses of Troy
VI; all were laid out deliberately in this manner along
converging lines, radiating from the center of the citadel
(Figure 58).%? It is obvious that some powerful authority
controlled the planning of the houses on the acropolis. It
has been suggested that the purpose was to enable all the
passages that climbed toward the upper quarters of the
fortress to maintain their normal width all the way up
instead of being compressed and narrowed by right-angled
construction on either side.**

During the excavations conducted from 1932 to 1938 by
the Cincinnati Expedition a building known as the Pillar
House was brought to light. It is one of the largest
structures yet found at Troy, being more than 26 meters long
and exceeding 12 meters in width.*S® Its foundation walls,
running approximately from east to wvest, are massive; this
is certainly a re-used surviving part of an earlier
structure. Like Houses VI C, VI E, and VI F, the Pillar
House has a trapezoidal plan, its southern side being
consgiderably longer than the northern, with the two ends
laid along converging lines.**

The Pillar House wvas designed with a relatively small

room, about 3.80 meters wide, extending across its eastern
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end, a great hall, about 15.50 meters long and 8.00 meters
wide, occupying the middle section, and three little
compartments, or cubicles, side by side across the western
end (Figure S59).,¢7 The roof of the building, probably flat,
wvas supported by the outside walls and cross-walls aided by
two sturdy pillars set along the axis of the great hall.

One of these pillars, built of carefully worked, squared
blocks of limestone, laid in the fashion of headers and
stretchers, still stands to a height of 1.70 meters above
the floor.*?® The other pillar, which was destroyed by later
intrusions, is represented only by it substantial
foundations; it was probably of the same structure and shape
as its mate. The surviving pillar (approximately square in
section) tapers appreciably but somewhat unevenly, as it
rises.** Small, neatly cut, square holes, about 0.04 meters
per side and 0.0735 meters deep, were observed in the upper
surface of some exposed blocks.?’? They are cuttings for
dowels that fastened stones of a superimposed course to
those of the course below, a remarkable anticipation of one
of the technical refinements in classical Greek
architecture. There was no trace of metal, and it may be
conjecturea that suitably shaped pieces of wood (or some
other perishable substance) were used as dowels.

The Pillar House loocks at first glance as if it might be
called a megaron; but closer examination reveals no evidence
that there was ever a doorway in the eastern end.?!

Instead, at the midpoint of the long hall a flight of three
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stone steps led up against the northrwall, and there can be
no doubt that there was a doorwvay here. Scratches on the
top step shov that double doors set on pivots swung inwvard
into the room.7’®

The Pillar House was apparently occupied in the last
phase of Troy VI. One of its earliest elements is a large
rectangular area, paved with stones, in the southwvestern
corner of the main hall; it supported a structure perhaps
framed and partitioned by thin wvalls made of crude brick.?3
In the northwestern corner of the room was a hearth on a
stone platform; a large circular domed oven vas also found
along the northwestern part of the hall.?’* The abundant
miscellaneous objects and pottery recovered from the Pillar
House provide valuable evidence, but they do not firwly
establish the original purpose for vhich this monumental
building was designed. The numerous terra cotta pellets
found there, together with the fact that the structure was
near to the principal gateway, might suggest that it was a
military establishment connected with the defense of the
citadel. On the other hand, innumerable spindle wvhorls and
loom weights, likevise of terra cotta, might lead one to
think of a spinnery or a vorkshop vhere textiles vere voven.

House VI F wvas discovered and partially excavated by
D8rpfeld in 1893-94, and vas further investigated some forty
years later by the Cincinnati Expedition.?’® The walls, all
massively built, almost in Cyclopean fashion, are of

different thicknesses on all four sides. Each has an inner
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and outer face made of large roughly shaped blocks, laid in
somewhat irregular courses, with small stones and chips
filling interstices and cracks, while the central core is
composed of smaller stones less regularly fitted together;
in the south, west, and north walls may be seen a broad
horizontal cavity, or slot, in which a great wooden beam was
once fitted, to serve as a reinforcement or framework.?®¢
Beams of this kind were inserted into both inner and outer
faces of the three walls mentioned; this method of building
valls is comparable to that exemplified in Mycenaean
architecture, as seen, for example, in the palace at Pylos.
This style of construction has sometimes been cited as an
anti-seismic device to keep the stones in the wall from
shifting; but it may have, alternatively, been an inherited
tradition from early construction in crude brick. The
eastern - foundations of House VI F is the most monumental,
being 2.66 meters thick; it spreads outward in two or three
irregular steps toward the bottom, where it rests on earth
3.80 meters belovw the floor of the house.’?’” Two rows of
shaped stone column bases, fine in each row, divide the
interior of the main floor into a nave and twoc later aisles
in the fashion of a basilica; two further bases of irregular
shape stand in the longitudinal axis of the nave, sunk deep
below the flocor.?’® There is some evidence to suggest that
this house had two stories. It seems that the basement

served no more than a place for storage; twenty pots
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decorated in a late stage of the "palace style" were found
in this house, indicating Mycenaean imports.??

The great houses of Troy VI which have been briefly
described are worthy of consideration, for they are
certainly distinctive, and even in their dilapidated state
they convey some idea of the nature and character of their
builders. These were obviously men of quality and
substance, vigorous, creative, ready to act with strength
and determination; they erected the mightiest of all the
strongholds that successively occupied the site; they laid-
out a small city in a systematic and orderly manner. They
did not neglect to pay close attention to detail, while at
the same time they possessed the capacity to carry out a

project of enduring grandeur.
Cultic Evidence

Little is knovwn regarding the religious life of the
sixth settlement. Close alongside and parallel to the south
tower, stands a row of rectangular monolithic pillars of
menhirs. *° Two of these menhirs were discovered in 18394 by
Dérpfeld who interpreted them as evidence that a cult of
some kind was associated with this area; two more stones of
the same character were exposed in the excavations of 1932-
38,1 All four wvwere truncated, since they chanced to stand
in the way of construction in Roman times. How high these
menhirs originally rose can not be determined, but the fact

that they were set firmly in subétantial foundations of
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large blocks indicates that they were tall.®*®* The four
pillars do not take up all the space outside the tower;
there is ample room for two more stones, and it is probably
safe to assume that there were six all told.

These menhirs at Troy may be compared with the menhirs
that have been found in Cyprus and Anatolia, and at a
greater remove, perhaps with the more elegant pillars and
columns known in Cretan places of worship. It is possible
that there was an actual shrine inside the tower, for at its
center stands a raised base surrounded by a circular area
paved with flat stones.®*? On the top of the base are marks
of weathering which indicate that it supported two columns
standing close together; since they apparently servé no
structural purpose in this position, they may, perhaps, with
greater plausibility be regarded as cult furniture.** A
long narrov building across the street, to the east of the
tower, was found to contain little normal household pottery
but many animal bones and numerous patches of burning were
noted on several successive floors where fires had been
lighted.*?® Perhaps this, too, was a sanctuary where burnt
sacrifices were frequently offered, possibly in connection
with ceremonial arrivals and departures. Except for a few
small stone "idols," these architectural remains offer the
only tangible evidence yet recognized bearing on religion in
the sixth settlement (Figure 60).

Mention has already been made concerning the burial

ground of cinerary urns in conjunction with Troy VI. The
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importance of this discovery is twofold: it is the first
and only cemetery of pre-classical Troy that has yet become
known, and it shows that cremation was practiced here in the
final stage of the sixth settlement. The custom of burning
the dead was already familiar to the Hittites at Boghazkéy
near the end of the fourteenth century B.C.E. or a little

earlier.**
Termination of Troy VI

Troy VI came to its end in a tremendous catastrophe
wvhich has left abundant evidence; the Cincinnati Expedition
was convinced that the disaster was caused by a violent
earthquake which left the entire citadel in ruins. Several
pieces of carbonized wood came to light from various places
and a few small deposits of ash were noted; there was no
sign of a general conflagration.®*’? Burning and killing,
wvhich were of course the normal accompaniment of the capture
and the sacking of a city in ancient times, seem to be
lacking. Furthermore, in the succeeding period, Troy VII,
ve see that the fortification walls were immediately
repaired and supplemented, some of the old houses were
reconstructed and reoccupied and many new ones built,
filling almost all the available space inside the
stronghold. The culture of Troy VI continues to prevail,
with no perceptible change, no sign of interruption or
break, and settlement VII embarks on its career with no

trace of innovations from other regions, nothing to éuggest
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