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PREFACE

There is no lack o f  books about the Black H i l l s .  A 

glance a t  the at tached b ib l io g rap h y  w i l l  show th a t  th ere  is 

a v a i l a b l e  much f i r s th a n d  in formation about even the e a r l i e s t  

s e t t le m e n ts ,  and th a t  from th is  pr im ary  m a te r ia l  many useful  

and e n t e r t a in in g  h i s t o r ie s  have been constructed .  Yet none 

o f  these books has d e a l t  w i th  the c e n t r a l  fa c to r  o f  e a r ly  

s e t t  1em ent- - the  Black H i l l s  gold rush o f  l8 7 4 -1 8 7 9 - -a s  a 

u n i f i e d  h i s t o r i c a l  phenomenon. The many w r i t i n g s  have ob­

scured ra th e r  than c l a r i f i e d  t h is  movement, and have f r a g ­

mented r a th e r  than un ited  the fa c to rs  which produced i t s  

d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a ra c te r .  This work, t h e r e f o r e ,  attempts to  

weave from the d e l i g h t f u l  chaos o f  Black H i l l s  h i s t o r y  the  

s to ry  o f  the rush and the men who made i t .  I f  i t  has a 

lesson, beyond the t e l l i n g  o f  a t a l e  not t o ld  b e fo re ,  i t  is 

th a t  no h i s t o r i c a l  event is  as simple as i t  seems, and th a t  

i t  takes more than gold to make a gold rush.

F i r s t  among those w i thou t  whose kind as s is tance  th is  

work could not have been c a r r ie d  forward a re  the members o f  

my d i s s e r t a t i o n  committee a t  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma.

Dr. W. Eugene Hoi Ion, the committee's chairman, has been

i i i



ever h e lp fu l  w i th  encouragement and emendation. Dr.

G i l b e r t  C. F i t e ,  Dr. Donald J.  Berthrong, Dr. A r r e l l  M. 

Gibson, and Dr. W i l l i a m  E. B I t t l e  have a lso  c o ntr ibu ted  

t h e i r  comments and many o f  the m er i ts  o f  the paper a re  due 

to  t h e i r  suggestions. The f a u l t s  and e r ro rs  which I t  em­

bodies, however, must be considered a l l  my own.

The ass is tance  o f  l i b r a r i e s  and learned s o c ie t ie s  

has been o f  Ines t im able  a id  In assembling the m a te r ia ls  fo r  

t h is  work. Miss Opal C a r r ,  o f  the B Iz z e l l  Memorial L ib ra ry  

a t  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, was most h e l p f u l .  Mrs. Boyce 

Timmons, o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y 's  P h i l l i p s  C o l le c t io n ,  

suggested many o r i g i n a l  sources. Mrs. Nan C. Gamble, o f  

the I n t e r - l i b r a r y  loan s e rv ic e ,  found Innumerable ra re  books 

and brought them to Norman fo r  me, where Sarah R inehar t ,  o f  

the U n i v e r s i t y 's  copying s e rv ic e ,  reproduced them. Rodney 

Reed drew the maps. Josephine Soukup typed the f i n a l  copy 

w ith  speed and judgment.

Miss Helen Hoyt, o f  the Rapid C i ty  Free Publ ic  L i ­

b ra ry ,  has assembled a t r u l y  super ior  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Black  

H i l l s  m a te r ia ls  and g r e a t l y  as s is ted  me In t h e i r  use. Mrs. 

Elmer Pontius ,  o f  the Deadwood Public  L ib r a ry ,  not on ly  gave 

me a f r e e  hand among th a t  I n s t i t u t i o n ' s  many r a r i t i e s ,  but 

a lso  secured many ra re  m a te r ia ls  from p r i v a t e  hands. The 

Adams Memorial Museum, a ls o  a t  Deadwood, was very  h e lp f u l .  

Miss D ore t te  D a r l in g ,  o f  the Homestake L ib ra ry  a t  Lead, made 

a v a i l a b l e  w ithou t  s t i n t  the  la rge  resources o f  Black H i l l s
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h i s to r y  In th a t  c o l l e c t i o n .  Mr. Gene M. G ress ley ,  o f  the  

Western H is to ry  Research Center a t  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Wyoming 

L ib r a ry ,  pointed the way to  much in t e r e s t in g  m a te r ia l .  The 

Coe L ib ra ry  o f  Yale U n iv e r s i ty  was generous in prov id ing  

m ic r o f i lm  copies o f  ra re  books and documents. Mr. Carl  

Wiehe, o f  the F r o n t ie r  Museum in Custer ,  provided access to  

documents and a r t i f a c t s  not otherwise a v a i l a b l e .  The U n i ­

v e r s i t y  o f  Nebraska Press a t  Lincoln k in d ly  granted permis­

sion to  use many quota t ions  from Martha Ferguson McKeown's 

Them Was the Davs. which i l l u s t r a t e  f i r s t h a n d  the way the  

rushers f e l t  about the H i l l s .

Miss Ruby Mauch, o f  the l i b r a r y  o f  the  South Dakota 

School o f  Mines and Technology, was e s p e c i a l l y  h e lp fu l  in 

making a v a i l a b l e  geo log ica l  m a te r ia ls  p e r t a in i n g  to the  H i l l s .  

Mr. Don Howe, o f  the Pub l ic  R e la t ions  O f f i c e  o f  the Homestake 

Mining Company in Lead, gave me not on ly  much p r in te d  mate­

r i a l  but many suggestions about f in d in g  more information on 

t h a t  famous mine. Mrs. Leo Ashland, o f  the  S oc ie ty  o f  Min-  

nelusa Pioneers a t  Rapid C i t y ,  guided me to  the Leedy C o l le c ­

t io n  a t  th a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  and k in d ly  made i t s  resources 

a v a i l a b l e .  Colonel W i l l  G. Robinson, S e c re ta ry  o f  the South 

Dakota H is t o r ic a l  S oc ie ty  a t  P ie r r e ,  was o f  spec ia l  ass is tance  

in my research among the  many documents assembled th e re .  J.  

Leonard Jennewein, a t  the Museum o f  the Friends o f  the Middle  

Border,  Dakota Wesleyan U n iv e r s i t y ,  M i t c h e l l ,  South Dakota,  

was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e lp fu l  in prov id ing  access to ra re  books,
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maps, and documents from the  Jennewein Western C o l l e c t i o n .

Among those in d iv id u a ls  whose help has made my work 

a p leas ure  are  Associa te  Professor C. A lb e r t  Grimm, o f  the  

South Dakota School o f  Mines and Technology a t  Rapid C i t y ,  

whose knowledge o f  the H i l l s  is encyclopedic; Hugh Lambert 

and Jacquel ine  Lambert, o f  Wayne, I l l i n o i s ,  who aided w i th  

researches in the f i e l d  and unearthed many fo rg otten  mines 

and towns ; my s i s t e r  and her husband. Dr. and Mrs. Roland E. 

Schmidt, whose moral support and p e n e t ra t in g  in s ig h t  have 

c l a r i f i e d  many perp lex ing  problems; my p a ren ts ,  Mr. and Mrs. 

Troy Parker ,  o f  H i l l  C i t y ,  whose l i b r a r y  and encouragement 

have long sustained me; and my w i f e  Olga, w i thou t  whose help  

t h i s  work could never have been completed. I thank them 

a l l .
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THE BLACK HILLS GOLD RUSH, 1874-1879  

CHAPTER I

THE GEOGRAPHY AND EARLY EXPLORATION 

OF THE BLACK HILLS

Dakota comes 1 What v a r ie d  wealth  o f  mount and p la in s  
she br ings!

How vast a golden l i g h t  athwart the coming years she 
f  1 ings!

Her mines exhaust less ,  s o i l  the r i c h e s t ,  h e a l t h f u l ,  
balmy a i r .

She holds to g ive  and gives to b1 ess - -h er  bounties  
a 1 1 may s h a r e . 1

No m a n i fe s ta t io n  o f  the westward surge o f  American 

se t t lem ent  was more sudden, more dram at ic ,  or  more c lo s e ly  

fo l lowed than the p u rs u i t  o f  gold. Thrust ing  out in to  the  

unexplored, b laz ing  a t r a i l  fo r  fu tu re  s e t t le m e n t ,  s p ark l in g  

w ith  promised w e a l th ,  and doomed to  frequent  d isappointment ,  

gold rushes brought adventure to many, death to  some, and 

populat ion to the w i ld e rn e s s .  Among gold rushes, th a t  to 

the Black H i l l s  from 1874 to 1879 is not on ly  the most t y p i ­

cal but the leas t  known. I t s  progress and success, i t s

^H. N. Maguire, Rochford Black H i l l s  C e n tra 1. 15 
December 1878.
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f a i l u r e s  and f r u s t r a t i o n s  fo l low  a f a m i l i a r  p a t te r n ,  but the  

actors and t h e i r  motives are  not the  same. The rush to  the  

Black H i l l s  was the r e s u l t ,  not o f  the  lu re  o f  gold alone,  

but o f  a tangled confusion o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  hopes, gr ievances,  

and ambit ions.  The r o le  o f  the Ind ian ,  o f  the Army, o f  the  

farmer, and the merchant here blends w i th  th a t  o f  the  pros­

pector  and miner,  fo r  i t  took them a l l  to open the Black  

H i l l s .  Let us look a t  t h is  land, and the men who found i t  

in the West.

Out o f  the sea o f  grass which waves from the Missouri  

to  the Rockies r is es  an is land o f  mystery, promise, and ad­

ventu re ,  the Black H i l l s  o f  Dakota and Wyoming. Embraced 

between the northern and southern forks o f  the Cheyenne 

R iv e r ,  they r is e  some four  thousand fe e t  above the surround­

ing p l a in s ,  to  tower n e a r ly  seven thousand fe e t  above sea 

l e v e l .  The ir  rocky slopes are covered w ith  a t h ic k  growth 

o f  p ine ,  which, seen from a d is tance ,  fades to a dusky purple  

and gives to the area the Dakota name Paha Sapa, the H i l l s  

That Are Black.

The name Black H i l l s ,  however, was fo r  years ap p l ie d ,  

not to the Dakota mountains a lone, but to the general  area  

from the  North P l a t t e  to the Yellowstone, and westward from 

the White R iver  Badlands to the Bighorns. Lewis and C la rk ,  

passing by in 1804, r e fe r r e d  to the whole region as the  Black 

Mountains, as they passed to the east and north o f  i t .

L a te r ,  thé Laramie Range in the southeastern corner o f
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Wyoming was f r e q u e n t ly  c a l le d  " th e  Black H i l l s "  and i t  was 

not u n t i l  the gold rush th a t  the name came to apply  on ly  to 

those mountains which l i e  between the 103rd and 104th merid­

ians o f  long itude ,  and the 43rd and 45th p a r a l l e l s  o f  l a t i ­

tude in what is now southwestern South Dakota.

These mountains, formed by the th ru s t in g  up o f  

various rocky s t r a t a ,  and the subsequent weathering away o f  

the highest p o in ts ,  resemble an e l l i p t i c a l  layer  cake through 

which some huge f i s t  has pushed. In the c e n te r ,  exposed by 

erosion,  l i e s  the g r a n i te  Harney Peak range. Surrounding 

i t  is a r ing o f  s c h is t  and beyond th a t  one o f  l imestone,  

each cut in to  deep canyons which ra d ia te  outward from the  

center  o f  the H i l l s .  Farther  s t i l l  is the s o -c a l le d  Indian  

Race Track, a deep v a l l e y  between the limestone and the red 

sandstone which appears a t  the o u te r  margins o f  the H i l l s .

The ax is  o f  the whole e l l i p t i c a l  mass o f  h i l l s  runs roughly  

north and south, measuring perhaps one hundred m iles  in 

length,  and s i x t y  miles from east to  west.  The u p l i f t ,  how­

ever ,  does not ta per  un iform ly  downward from the cen te r  a t  

Harney Peak, fo r  the H i l l s  slope from east to west,  and as 

a re s u l t  the towering limestone in the west in many cases 

is ne a r ly  as high as the g r a n i te  o f  Harney Peak.

These mountains presented a b a r r i e r  to e x p lo ra t io n s ,  

fo r  t h e i r  deep canyons were o f ten  f i l l e d  w i th  tangled  

th ic k e ts  o f  aspen, b i rc h ,  and w i l lo w ,  and flooded by the  

industr ious beaver who fed upon these growths. The canyons
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were o f ten  so hemmed in by limestone or  sandstone c l i f f s  

th a t  once in them the t r a v e l e r  could not e a s i l y  get o u t ,  

w h i le  t r a v e l  on the higher  p lateaus or  on the mountains was 

c o n s ta n t ly  in te r ru p te d  by these same impassable v a l l e y s .

The mountain s ides ,  covered w i th  fo re s ts  o f  pine in te rspe rs ed  

w ith  c lo s e -s e t  ja c k p in e ,  were no e a s ie r  to t ra v e rs e .  Occa­

sional  open mountain meadows provided good grazi-ng f o r  both 

stock and game, w h i le  a profusion o f  w i l d  f r u i t  and b e r r ie s  

supported b irds  and sm aller  animals. The mountain l io n  and 

the g r i z z l y  bear prospered in such an environment, and the  

l a t t e r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  made even the h a rd ie s t  exp lo re r  pause be­

fo re  ventur ing  where he might lu rk .

The c l im a te  o f  the H i l l s  is p lea s an t ,  w i th  heavy 

spr ing  snows, many thundershowers during the  short and cool 

summer, a mild  f a l l ,  and an open w in t e r .  Temperatures 

during the summer a re  m i ld ,  but the w in te rs  tend to be 

windy and b i t t e r l y  co ld .  Like most o f  the Great P la in s ,  

the H i l l s  a re  subject  to  wide ye a r ly  c l i m a t i c  v a r i a t i o n s ;  

sometimes moist and f e r t i l e ,  sometimes a r i d  and fo rb id d in g .

In ge nera l ,  the southern H i l l s  are  warmer and d r i e r  than 

the northern ,  a phenomenon which was to  produce some seasonal 

v a r i a t i o n  in mining and prospecting a c t i v i t i e s .

No one is sure th a t  the Indians ever l iv ed  in the  

Black H i l l s .  There is no doubt th a t  some abor ig ines  v i s i t e d  

them, drawing the pictographs in Craven Canyon in the south­

ern H i l l s ,  and mining the f l i n t s  o f  the nearby mountains.
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Old spear po ints  and arrowheads are found even in the higher  

H i l l s  around Harney Peak, and s o -c a l le d  t i p i  rings can be 

observed in the meadows o f  the f o o t h i l l s  from Hot Springs 

to Bear Butte .  The o u t ly in g  m ounta ins - - the  D e v i l ' s  Tower, 

Inyan Kara Mountain, and Bear Butte i t s e l f - - w e r e  a l l  con­

sidered sacred p laces ,  and o f ten  were v i s i t e d  by the Sioux,  

Cheyennes, and o ther  t r i b e s .  Indian t r a d i t i o n s  o f  course 

had i t  th a t  the H i l l s  were a f a v o r i t e  w in te r in g  spot fo r  

the P la ins  t r i b e s ,  but these legends may be prompted as 

much by the hope o f  government repara t ions  as by the actua l  

si tu a t io n .

A l l  e a r ly  ex p lo re rs  in the H i l l s  no t iced  signs o f  

Ind ians ,  and on occasion met w i th  a few and even used them 

as guides. They remained f i rm  in t h e i r  in s is tenc e  th a t  the  

Indians r a r e l y  v i s i t e d  the H i l l s ,  and then on ly  for  lodge 

po les ,  beaver, and a b r i e f  s tay .  The H i l l s ,  i t  was a l l e g e d ,  

were "bad medicine" to the P la ins Ind ians.  Game, e s p e c ia l l y  

the b u f f a l o ,  was not s u f f i c i e n t  fo r  a la rge  group, the  

th ic k e ts  were dense, w h i le  the v io len ce  o f  the thunderstorms,  

tornadoes, h a i l ,  and l ig h tn in g  were a f r ig h te n in g  m a n i fe s ta ­

t ion  o f  the d isp le asu re  o f  the Great S p i r i t .  These la s t  

phenomena were, o f  course, a lso  present on the P la in s ,  but 

perhaps in the H i l l s  the reverbera t ion  o f  the thunder, the  

accumulation o f  h a i l  in the v a l le y s ,  and the destruc t ion

wrought by the wind among the pines were more fearsome than
2in open country.

^Richard I r v in g  Dodge, The Black H i l l s  (New York;
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Legends about the Indian fear  o f  the H i l l s  were 

q u ic k ly  seized upon and cherished by those w h i te  men who 

were eager to possess them. One s tory  to ld  o f  a w h i te  g i ­

ant held p r isoner  in a cavern under Harney Peak, whose 

struggles  to escape and roars o f  anguish shook the H i l l s  

and boomed through the v a l l e y s .  Another mentioned frequent  

deaths by l ig h tn in g ,  o f  which the Indians were presumed to  

be in o r d in a te ly  a f r a i d .  The E den - l ik e  "Legend o f  the Rose" 

provided a semi th e o lo g ic a l  background fo r  these fe a rs .  Ac­

cording to th is  s tory  w h i te  men long ago came in to  the H i l l s  

and there  succored a p la g u e -s t r ic k e n  t r i b e .  Recovering,  

the Indians u n g r a te f u l l y  massacred the w h i te  men, and in 

turn were dr iven  out by a ra in  o f  f i r e  and stone, w h i le  the  

graves o f  the murdered w h ites  were marked by the  profuse  

growth o f  the w i ld  rose so common in the H i l l s . ^

The most l i k e l y  answer to the question o f  the Indians  

in the Black H i l l s  l i e s  between the two extremes. They no 

doubt entered the H i l l s ,  but not in large groups, which would 

move s lowly and be vu ln e ra b le  to  a t ta c k  in such d i f f i c u l t  

t e r r a i n .  S u p e rs t i t io n  as w e l l  as prudence probably confined  

them to the f o o t h i l l s ,  away from the frowning g r a n i te  o f  

Harney Peak and the towering limestone p lateaus to the west.

J. Mil  1er,  18?6), 136-37.

^Edwin Thompson Denig, Five Indian Tr ibes  o f  the  
Upper M is s o u r i . ed. John C. Ewers (Norman: U n iv e r s ! ty  o f
Oklahoma Press, 1961), 6. Reverend Peter Rosen, Pa-Ha-Sa-  
Pah (S t .  Louis; Nixon-Jones, 1895), 250.
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The Black H i l l s ,  though ly ing in the land set as ide fo r  the  

Sioux in the T re a ty  o f  Laramie o f  1868, were on ly  p a r t i a l l y  

used. Veneration ra th e r  than u t i l i t y  made the Indians  

cherish them.

The f i r s t  w h i te  men to see the Black H i l l s  were  

Francois and Joseph de la Verendrye, sons o f  P ie r r e  G a u l t i e r  

de Varennes, S ieu r  de la Verendrye, o f  Three R ive rs ,  Canada. 

These two brothers  l e f t  Fort de la Riene, south o f  Lake 

Manitoba, on 29 A p r i l  1742, in search o f  a route to the  

P a c i f i c  Ocean. On 19 May they a r r i v e d  a t  a v i l l a g e  o f  

"Mantannes," who furn ished them w i t h  guides fo r  a journey  

through the North Dakota badlands. On 11 August 1742 they  

a r r iv e d  a t  a "Mountain o f  the Horse In d ian s ,"  which many as­

sume to have been Bear Butte on the  northeastern  edge o f  the  

Black H i l l s .  Here the  Verendryes f e l l  in w i th  a band o f  

Beaux Hommes, and on 9 November t r a v e le d  southwestward, ap­

p a re n t ly  through the  H i l l s .  On 1 January 1743 they had a 

view o f  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  mountains, e i t h e r  a spur o f  the  

Rockies, o r ,  i f  the  Mountain o f  the  Horse Indians was not  

Bear Butte ,  perhaps the Black H i l l s  themselves.

On t h e i r  way home the Verendryes deposited a lead 

p l a t e  near Fort  P ie r r e ,  South Dakota, on which had been 

prev io u s ly  inscr ibed  " in  the tw e n ty -s ix th  year o f  the  reign  

o f  the i l l u s t r i o u s  king and p r e l a t e ,  Loui s XV, and w h i le  

the  Marquis o f  Beauharnois was v ic e r o y ,  th is  was placed by 

P ie r r e  G a u l t ie r  de la Verendrye."  On the  back o f  t h i s
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prepared p l a t e  they scratched the message "placed here by 

the C he va l ie r  Verendrye, w itnessed by La Londette ,  Amiotte  

[two voyageurs], th e  30th o f  March, 1743." The route o f  

the Verendryes, the  p lace  the p l a t e  was deposited ,  and the  

message on i t ,  a re  a l l  d isputed .  There is general agreement,  

however, th a t  the b ro thers  came near the H i l l s  a t  some po in t  

on t h e i r  journey ,  and d id  bury the lead p l a t e  during t h e i r  

t r a v e l s ,  although Indians may have discovered i t  and moved 

i t  to Fort  P ie r re  where i t  was e v e n t u a l ly  found.^

The next purported v i s i t o r  to  the H i l l s  was Jonathan 

Carver,  who claimed th a t  in 1766-68 he had made a seven 

thousand m i le  journey  through the West in search o f  the  

mythical  S t r a i t s  o f  Anian. He brought back t a le s  o f  mar­

velous "Shining Mountains,"  which sparkled and glowed when 

the sun f e l l  upon them. Carver supposed th a t  these might 

conta in  g rea te r  r iches than Ind ia  and Malabar,  and though 

the bulk o f  h is  in form at ion  came from o ther  t r a v e l e r s ,  he 

to ld  h is  s to r ie s  so w e l l  th a t  the  legend o f  a c ry s ta l

^ N e l l i s  M. Crouse, La Verendrye. Fur Trader and Ex­
p lo r e r  ( I t h a c a :  C orne l l  U n iv e r s i t y  Press, 1&&6). passim.
0 1 scusses the problems involved in fo l lo w in g  the Vérendryes' 
t r a i l .  P ie r re  Margry, comp.. Découvertes e t  Etabi issements  
des Français dans L'Ouest e t  dans le Èud de L'Amerique  
S e p te n t r io n a le  (6  v o l s . ;  P a r is :  Imprimerie  D. Jouaust.
1 8 /5 ] ,  V I ,  598-615,  g ives the o r i g i n a l  j o u r n a ls .  Thomas E. 
O d e l l ,  Mato Paha: The S tory  o f  Bear Butte  (S p e a r f is h ,
South Dakota : p r i v a t e l y  p r in t e d ,  1942] ,  3 9 -5 5 ,  urges th a t
Bear Butte  was^the Mountain o f  the  Horse Ind ians .  Charles E. 
Deland, "The Verendrye E xp lora t ions  and D is c o v e r ie s ,"  South 
Dakota H is t o r ic a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . VI I (1 9 1 4 ) ,  26 2 -8 4 ,  discusses  
the  f in d in g  o f  the Verendrye p l a t e  a t  Fort P i e r r e .  The p l a t e  
is a t  The South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  P ie r r e .
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mountain in the West came over in t a c t  in to  f r o n t i e r  f o l k ­

lo re .  A c t u a l l y ,  Carver may w e l l  have been speaking o f  the  

Black H i l l s ,  fo r  when Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong 

Custer led his ex ped i t io n  there  in the summer o f  1874 

Professor  A. B. Donaldson noticed th a t  the shales on the  

mountains g l is te n e d  l i k e  s i l v e r ,  and a t  times appeared 

t ra n s p a re n t .  One o f  the p a r t y  went so f a r  as to c la im  he 

had found a mountain w i th  a hole  in i t s  top .  This e r r o r  

was discovered when the sun s h i f t e d . 5

Meriwether Lewis and W i l l ia m  C la rk  met the t ra d e r  

and t ra p p e r  Jean V a l l e  near the mouth o f  the Cheyenne on 1 

October 1804. V a l l e  spent the previous w in t e r  in the Black  

Mountains, f o r t y  leagues above the forks  o f  the Cheyenne.

He reported th a t  the mountains were very  h igh, sometimes 

snow-capped a l l  summer, and f u l l  o f  mountain sheep. He 

t o l d  them o f  the mysterious booming noises heard in the  

H i l l s  l i k e  the d ischarge o f  cannons. On 3 November they  

h ire d  a French Canadian, B a p t is te  LaPage. He, too, had 

spent a w in te r  in the  H i l l s ,  and had n o t ic ed  the mountain 

sheep. Other voyageurs to ld  o f  the mysterious boomings and 

bangings and on the whole endowed the Black H i l l s  w i th  j u s t  

th a t  aura o f  mystery which would in t r i g u e  the  curious .

^Jonathan Carver ,  Three Years' T rave ls  Throughout 
the I n t e r i o r  Parts o f  North America (Walpole .  New Hampshire; 
Is a ia h  Thomas & Co.,  1813) , 76. T7  B. Donaldson, "The Black  
H i l l s  E xp e d i t io n ,"  South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . VI I 
( 1 9 1 4 ) ,  571.
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Knowledge o f  the Black H i l l s  appears to  have been 

p r e t t y  r e l i a b l e ,  even a t  th is  e a r ly  t ime.  Lewis and C lark  

c a r r ie d  a f a i r l y  accurate  map showing t h e i r  lo c a t io n .  Even 

the gold l a t e r  discovered w i th  so much fa n fa re  was a lrea dy  

known. A l e t t e r  from Regis Loi se 1 to Charles Dehault 

DeLassuss, Lieutenant Governor o f  Louis iana,  dated 28 May 

1804, mentioned th a t  nuggets might be found in the Costa 

Neqra. or Black Hi 1 Is north o f  the Rio Que C o r re . or  

N io b ra ra .^

Wilson Pr ice  Hunt and the overland Astor ians passed 

through o r  near the Black H i l l s  on t h e i r  way from St.  Louis 

to Oregon in 1811. The area they traversed  was composed o f  

sandstone, broken in to  c l i f f s  and p re c ip ic e s  which resembled 

towns and c a s t le s .  They, too,  heard the booming known to  

Lewis and C la rk .  Their  Indian guides a t t r i b u t e d  i t  to the  

burs t ing  o f  r ich  mines o f  s i l v e r  contained in the bosom o f  

the mountains. Hunt found th a t  going through the H i l l s  re ­

quired much e x p lo ra t io n ,  fo r  most o f  the v a l le y s  ended in a 

w i ld  chaos o f  rocks and c l i f f s ,  impossible to e i t h e r  pene­

t r a t e  or  avoid .

I t  was in one o f  these impassable canyons th a t  Ben 

Jones, a hunter ,  shot a Bighorn sheep whose f la v o r  was

^Reuben Gold Thwaites, O r ig in a l  Journals o f  the 
Lewis and C la rk  Expedit ion .  l804-0b (7 v o l s . ;  New York:
Dodd, Mead and Company, 1904), I ,  175-77,  216; I I ,  67. 
Abraham Phineas N a s a t i r ,  Before Lewis and C la rk  (2 v o ls . ;
St .  Louis: H is t o r ic a l  Documents Foundation, 1^52), I I ,
735-40,  contains the Loisel l e t t e r .
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pronounced to be th a t  o f  the best q u a l i t y  mutton. Less 

f o r t u n a te  was the  encounter o f  W i l l ia m  Cannon w i th  a g r i z z l y  

bear,  which chased him up a t r e e  and kept him th e re  fo r  sev­

e ra l  hours.

The Hunt p a r t y  e v e n tu a l ly  t r a v e le d  around the  H i l l s  

to the north  and continued t h e i r  t r i p  toward Oregon. Many 

repu tab le  scholars a re  very  dubious about t h e i r  ever  having 

been in the  Black H i l l s  and suppose th a t  t h e i r  adventures  

took p lace  in the breaks and badlands o f  the L i t t l e  M issour i ,  

north o f  the H i l l s ,  on what is  now the Montana-South Dakota 

border.  Whatever the t r u t h ,  the Hunt p a r ty  and Washington 

I r v i n g 's  d e l i g h t f u l  account o f  t h e i r  adventures p u b l ic iz e d  

the area and so played an important p a r t  in i t s  eventual  

s e t t l e m e n t .7

Jedediah Smith, on his way to exp lo re  the Centra l  

Rockies in 1823, passed through the H i l l s  from east  to west.  

His p a r ty  entered through the v a l l e y  o f  French Creek, which 

his companion James Clyman o v e r e n t h u s ia s t ic a l l y  describes  

as f i v e  hundred to  one thousand fe e t  deep and composed o f  

black s l a t e .  Just be fo re  en te r in g  the H i l l s  Smith was a t ­

tacked by a g r i z z l y  bear and his scalp h a l f  to rn  o f f .

^Washington I r v i n g ,  A s to r ia  (2 v o l s . ;  P h i la d e lp h ia :  
Carey, Lea, and Blanchard, 1836),  I , 347-55 .  P h i l i p  Ashton 
R o l l in s ,  e d . .  The Discoverv o f  the Oregon T r a i l :  Robert
S t u a r t 's  N a r ra t iv e s  I New York: Charles S c r ib n e r 's  Sons,
1^35), 282, and J.  Leonard Jennewein, Black H i l l s  Book 
T r a i l s  ( M i t c h e l l ,  South Dakota : Dakota t e r r i t o r y  Centennia l
Commission, 1962), 12-13,  both suggest th a t  Hunt d id  not  
v i s i t  the  H i l l s .
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Clyman and o th e r  companions drove o f f  the bear and sewed 

Smith to ge ther  aga in ,  but he wore h is  h a i r  long t h e r e a f t e r  

to conceal the scars.  Passing on in to  the H i l l s  they went 

through an area o f  p e t r i f i e d  wood where Clyman noted th a t  

one stump was so t a l l  he could b a re ly  reach the top o f  i t  

w h i le  seated on h is  horse.

The whole s to ry  o f  Smith in the H i l l s  is  a d i f f i c u l t  

one to u n ra v e l ,  fo r  Clyman wrote  h is  account o f  i t  n e a r ly  

f i f t y  years l a t e r  and may e a s i l y  have gotten h is  loca t ions  

and d e s c r ip t io n s  so mixed up th a t  no one can be sure o f  j u s t  

where each event took p lace .  N everthe less ,  Smith 's  success­

fu l  passage through the H i l l s  was an accomplishment which 

no o ther  e x p lo re r  du p l ica ted  u n t i l  1875.®

With  the growth o f  the western fu r  t ra d e ,  many t r a p ­

pers worked in and around the Black H i l l s .  A b r is k  t rad e  

down the White R iver  brought furs  from the area to  a t ra d in g  

post near Butte  Cache, in present Shannon County, South 

Dakota. Thomas L. Sarpy had a fu r  post a t  the mouth o f  

Rapid Creek, where i t  then jo in e d  the  Cheyenne, which e v i ­

d e n t ly  drew i t s  furs  from the H i l l s .  This post blew up 19 

January 1832, presumably as a r e s u l t  o f  s e l l i n g  gunpowder 

by the l i g h t  o f  an open candle .  Old t imers in the H i l l s  

o
Charles L. Camp, e d . ,  James Clyman. Frontiersman.  

1790-1881 (P o r t la n d ,  Oregon; Champeog Press, I 9 6 0 ) ,  17-19.  
Dale Morgan and Carl Wheat, Jedediah Smith and h is  Maps o f  
the American West (San Franc is co : C a l i f o r n i a  H i s t o r i c a l
Soci e ty ,  1954), 49.
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have I t  th a t  a f t e r  the  explosion " i t  rained bear traps fo r  

a week," but a c t u a l l y  l i t t l e  damage was done to the post 

and i t s  abandonment was due more to  Sarpy's death in the  ex­

plosion than to m a te r ia l  d e s t r u c t i o n . 9

I t  was in the  1830 's and ' 4 0 ' s, as the H i l l s  became 

known to t ra p p e rs ,  th a t  the  legend o f  Clyman's p e t r i f i e d  

fo re s t  became one o f  the t r a d i t i o n a l  t a l l  t a le s  o f  the moun­

ta in  men. George Freder ick  Ruxton puts the s to ry  in to  the  

mouth o f  o ld  "Black" H a r r i s ,  who claimed to have found a 

whole fo re s t  o f  stony wood, complete w i th  p e t r i f i e d  b irds  

c h irp in g  p e t r i f i e d  songs. Here, too,  was the legend o f  the  

stream by the s ide o f  Harney Peak which ran down h i l l  so 

f a s t  i t  b o i le d  away before  i t  reached the bottom. The e ig h t -  

hour echo which served as a r e l i a b l e  alarm c lock  i s ,  however, 

g e n e ra l ly  a t t r i b u t e d  to the R o c k i e s .

Miners as w e l l  as trappers  may have v i s i t e d  the H i l l s  

in the 1 8 3 0 's. A stone inscr ibed  w i th  th is  message was found 

in 1887 by Louis Thoen near Spearf ish  on the west s ide o f  

Lookout Mountain:

Came to  these h i l l s  in 1833 seven o f  us DeLacompt,

^Gouverneur Kemble Warren, "A P re l im inary  Report o f  
E xp lora t ions  in Nebraska and Dakota in 1 8 5 5 - '5 6 - '5 7 , "  South 
Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XI (1 9 2 2 ) ,  194. Isaac H. 
Chase, **0ur Fur t r a d e r - -T h e  F i r s t  White Man to Live in 
Pennington County," unpublished manuscript. Rapid C i t y ,
South Dakota, 10 January 1962.

^^George Freder ick  Ruxton, L i f e  in the Far West. ed. 
Leroy R. Hafen (Norman: U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Press, 1951),
8 -9 .
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Ezra Kind, G. W. Wood, T. Brown, R. Kent, Wm. King,
Indian Crow. A l l  died but me Ezra Kind. K i l l e d  by
Ind. beyond the high h i l l  got our gold in 1834.
(Obverse) Got a l l  the gold we could c a r ry  our ponys 
a l l  got by the Indians I have los t  my gun and no th ­
ing to eat and Indians hunting me. (Reverse)

Thoen turned the stone over to  John Cashner, who received  

l e t t e r s ,  now lo s t ,  from a nephew o f  one T. Brown who had 

l e f t  Missouri in 1832-33 w ith  one Kent, and was never heard 

from again .  J. C. Adams o f  Ash Hollow, Pennsylvania , wrote  

Cashner th a t  an uncle ,  Bela Kent, had disappeared w i th  one 

Kind in the 1830 's and i t  was shown th a t  the on ly  fa m i ly  o f  

Kinds in the United States came from Pennsylvania . Indian  

legends recorded by W i l l ia m  Gay, who appears to have been 

an u n r e l i a b le  source, t e l l  o f  the massacre o f  a p a r ty  o f  

w h ite  men in the H i l l s  a t  the a p p ro p r ia te  t ime. Frank 

Thomson o f  Spearf ish has devoted years to the study o f  the  

Kind p a r ty ,  but so f a r  has not presented enough evidence  

to v e r i f y  i t s  ex is tence .  Louis Thoen, the d iscoverer  o f  the  

message, was a stone-mason and as such not on ly  the l i k e l i e s t  

man to f in d  the stone, but the l i k e l i e s t  one to have f a l s i ­

f i e d  i t .  Many te s t im o n ia ls  have been obtained regarding his  

upright  ch a ra c te r ,  but no one, so f a r ,  has come forward to 

swear th a t  he was w ithout  a sense o f  humor.

^^The Thoen Stone is in the Adams Memorial Museum, 
Deadwood, South Dakota. "An H i s t o r i c  Stone,"  Queen C i ty  
Mai 1 (S p e a r f is h ,  South Dakota),  17 A p r i l  1889, ty p e s c r ip t  
copy, South Dakota H is t o r ic a l  Soc ie ty ,  P ie r r e ,  South Dakota,  
gives the Cashner l e t t e r s .  W i - l v o h i ;  Monthly B u l l e t in  o f  
the South Dakota H is t o r ic a l  S o c ie ty . V (November 1 9 S l ) .  and 
"The Theon Ls i c J Stone."  South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . 
V I I I  (1 9 1 6 ) ,  23 -24 ,  summarize the  s to ry .
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Whatever the a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  the Thoen Stone, th ere  

seems to be l i t t l e  doubt th a t  some e a r l y  miners came to the  

H i l l s  fo r  t races  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  were found throughout  

the gold rush pe r io d .  The Gordon p a r t y ,  fo r  example, coming 

to  the H i l l s  in 18 /4 ,  reputed ly  discovered o ld s lu ic e  boxes, 

the remains o f  an o ld  cabin ,  and a grave marked "J .  M . , 

1846." In 1854 a p a r ty  o f  French Canadians is be l ieved  by 

some to have made a successful s t r i k e  on C as t le  Creek but 

were caught and massacred. T h e ir  gold was stored in a jug

and buried by the I n d i a n s .

I t  is o f te n  supposed th a t  L ieutenant  John Mu 1 Ian,  

one o f  Isaac I .  S teven's surveyors in 1850, entered the  

Black H i l l s ,  but a c lose reading o f  h is  reports  ind ica tes  

th a t  in every case he re fe rs  to  the  Laramie Range, ra th e r  

than the Dakota.^^

During the 1840 's and '5 0 's  Father P ie rre -Jean  De 

Smet, the famous missionary to  the In d ians ,  was f re q u e n t ly  

c re d i te d  w i th  not on ly  e x p lo ra t io n  o f  the H i l l s  but w ith  

the sage advice  to  his Indian converts  th a t  they a t  a l l  

costs conceal the gold which they found th e re .  De Smet

12Thomas G. Ingham, Digging Gold Among the Rockies 
( P h i la d e lp h ia :  Cottage L ib ra ry  Pub l ish ing  Company, 1881),
146-49. A l f r e d  Burkholder,  "Another Hidden Treasure S to ry ,"  
H i l l  C i ty  (South Dakota) News. 25 May 1934.

1 ^̂U. S . ,  War Department, Report o f  Explorat ions and 
Surveys to A scer ta in  the Most P r a c t ic a l  and Economical Route 
fo r  a R a i l roa d  from the M is s is s ip p i  R iver  to the P a c i f i c  
Ocean ( l i  v o l s . ;  Washington: A . O.P. N icho1 son, 1855-60) ,  I ,
I I .
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seems to  have known o f  not on ly  gold in the Black H i l l s ,  

but o f  gold in C a l i f o r n i a ,  in Idaho, and in several o ther  

places not yet i d e n t i f i e d .  When t h i s  p le th o ra  o f  knowledge 

is  coupled w i th  his  d e s c r ip t io n s ,  which a re  obviously  o f  

mica r a th e r  than gold,  and when a c lose  reading o f  De Smet's 

l e t t e r s  shows him to  have never been in the Black H i l l s  a t  

a l l ,  one cannot help but discount h is  v e r a c i t y ,  though not  

his in f lu e n c e ,  fo r  h is  whispered cautions may have served 

to spread r a th e r  than conceal the golden rumors.^^

De Smet's adv ice ,  however, may have c o ntr ibu ted  to  

a re s o lu t io n  passed by the Sioux Nation in 1857. Meeting  

at  Lake Traverse  they voted th a t  any Indians who should show 

the gold o f  the Black H i l l s  to the w h i te  men should d ie ,  and 

any w h i te  men to whom they revealed the secret  should, i f  

a v a i l a b l e ,  d ie  along w ith  them. Even a t  t h is  time the In ­

dians could see c l e a r l y  th a t  a mining rush in to  the Black  

H i l l s  would not on ly  take possession o f  th a t  area ,  but ,  

passing across the whole o f  the Sioux hunting-ground, would 

d is ru p t  t h e i r  way o f  l i f e . ^ 5

The n a t iv e s ,  however, d id  not keep t h e i r  secret  

w e l l ,  fo r  in the  l8 6 0 's  they were t ra d in g  gold for  goods a t

1UHiram M art in  Chittenden and A. T. Richardson, e d s . , 
L i f e .  L e t te rs  and Travels  o f  Father P ie r re -Je an  De Smet.
S. J . .  1801-1873 (4 v o l s . ;  New York; (̂ . P. Harper, 1905),
I ,  51; I I , 622; IV, 1421, 1509-10, 1521-22.

^^George W. Kingsbury, H is t o r y  o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y  
(Chicago: S. J.  C la rk  Publishing Company, l $ l 5 ) ,  I , 861-o2.
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Fort  Laramie and a t  the Red Cloud Agency. At least  one w h i te  

man seems to have been caught by them, k i l l e d ,  and his gold  

hidden in a cave, where i t  would in l a t e r  years prove an in -  . 

va lua b le  a id  to  ingenious swindlers who o f ten  t r i e d  to s e l l  

in formation about i t  to the g u l l i b l e . ^ ^

C e r t a i n l y  there  was a need fo r  watchfulness on the  

p a r t  o f  the  Sioux, fo r  p a r t ie s  bound fo r  C a l i f o r n i a  were 

coming c lose to the H i l l s .  In 1852 one or  two seem to have 

a c t u a l l y  entered them. In th a t  year a group o f  about th ree  

hundred prospectors l e f t  Council B l u f f s ,  Iowa, under the  

leadership o f  a Captain Douglas o f  the Sa in t  Joseph V a l le y ,  

Michigan. Reaching Fort Laramie, t h i r t y  men l e f t  to prospect  

in the Black H i l l s  to  the northeast .  E ight o f  them l a t e r  

caught up w i th  the Douglas pa r ty  a t  the  Humboldt R iver ,  and 

reported th a t  gold had been found in paying q u a n t i t ie s  in 

the northern H i l l s  but as the Indians o f  the area were 

troublesome i t  would be unsafe to  re tu rn .  The twenty-two  

men who remained in the H i l l s  were never heard o f  again,  

except fo r  the discovery in 1878 o f  some timbered shaf ts ,  

a breastworks behind which lay two ske le ton s ,  and a note­

book bearing on ly  the date 1 52, which was presumed to have 

been 1852.

In the same year Thomas Renshaw, o f  C in c in n a t i ,  

jo in e d  a p a r ty  bound fo r  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and they ,  too, paused

^^I b i d . Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 27 January 1875.
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a t  Fort Laramie, heard rumors o f  gold In the H i l l s ,  went to  

them, and began p la c e r  operat ions  which y ie lded  an ounce and 

a h a l f  p f  gold per day to the man. One af ternoon Renshaw 

returned from a long hunt to f in d  his  companions massacred 

and the camp burned. He made his way southward to the North  

P l a t t e  and s a fe t y ,  p reserv ing  t h e r e a f t e r  a d is c re e t  s i l e n c e  

regarding h is  d is c o v e r ie s .  Renshaw, perhaps, was one o f  the  

Douglas p a r t y ,  or he may have been one o f  an Independent 

group, though I t  seems ra th e r  a coincidence th a t  two separate  

p a r t ie s  would come to the H i l l s  In the same year.^?

In 1863 G. T. Lee, from M issour i ,  t r a v e le d  w i th  

twelve companions toward Montana. Passing north o f  Fort  

Laramie they came In to  the Black H i l l s ,  prospected and 

b u i l t  s lu ic e  boxes, and In th ree  days took out $180 worth  

o f  gold. A f a l l  o f  e ighteen Inches o f  snow not on ly  

threatened to I n t e r r u p t  t h e i r  p lace r  opera t io ns ,  but to t ra p  

them u n t i l  l a t e  spr in g ,  so they abandoned t h e i r  c la im ,  and 

continued on to Montana. Returning In 1876, Lee was unable  

to f in d  the spot where he had been.^®

Another account,  to ld  by a prospector a p p r o p r ia te ly  

known as Crazy Hank J o p l in ,  mentions a p a r t y  th a t  l e f t  Omaha

^^Robert S trahorn ,  Handbook o f  Wyoming and Guide to  
the Black H i l l s  and Big Horn Regions (Chevenne; p r i v a t e l y  
p r in te d ,  1Ô77), 200. Cheyenne p a l l y  Leader. 18 Ju ly  1877,
6 March 1878. H. N . Maguire, The Coming Empire, quoted by 
John S. McCllntock,  Pioneer Days In the Black H i l l s  (New 
York: p r i v a t e l y  p r in t e d ,  1939), 13-14.

'®Strahorn,  Handbook. 222-23.
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In June o f  1866. Near Fort  Laramie they met an Indian boy 

w ith  arrows t ipped w i th  go ld ,  which he In d ic a te d  had come 

from the Bear Lodge Mountains.  Going th e r e ,  the prospectors  

b u i l t  a cabin and mined some $70,000 worth o f  go ld ,  ta k in g  

out $3 ,000 a day. This group, too ,  was a t tacked  by Indians  

and massacred, except fo r  J o p l in ,  whose mind was so unse t ­

t l e d  by h is  experience th a t  he could not b r in g  h im s e l f  to  

t e l l  the story  u n t i l  the gold rush to the  H i l l s  some n ine  

years l a t e r .

The frequent d iscovery  o f  remnants o f  o ld  cab ins ,  

s lu ic e s ,  and mining to o ls  by the gold rushers o f  1875-76 

does In d ic a te  th a t  var ious  p a r t i e s  had been in the  H i l l s  be­

fo re  them. An o ld  hatchet  was found on Whitewood Creek,  

buried deep In the ground. On the road between Rapid C i ty  

and Galena old  stumps, so f r a g i l e  they could be kicked over ,  

showed axe marks made long be fo re .  An oak t r e e  near French 

Creek showed an overgrown b laze  chopped, i t  was c a lc u la te d ,  

about 1855. On B a t t l e  Creek a s k u l l ,  and nearby a p a i r  o f  

s i lver -bowed sp ectac les ,  were d iscovered, and nearby a num­

ber o f  prospect holes w i t h  t ree s  s ix  Inches in d iameter  grow­

ing In them. Near Montana C i t y  prospectors dug up an old  

hammer and a rusted p ic k  from f i f t e e n  fe e t  beneath the s u r ­

face .  In e a r ly  Deadwood I t s e l f ,  a decayed house and small 

mine dumps Ind ica ted  prev ious a c t i v i t y .  A prospector  In

1 q^Cheyenne D a l ly  Leader . 17 December 1876.
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Custer in 1877 found a quart  b o t t l e  f u l l  o f  whiskey at  the  

bottom o f  an o ld  s h a f t .  Local experts pronounced i t  to have 

aged from ten to twenty y e a r s . ^0

A l l  o f  the e a r l y  gold d is c o v e r ie s ,  w i th  the poss ib le  

exception o f  the Kind and Douglas p a r t i e s ,  a re  put down as 

pure "hogwash" by John S. McClintock,  who, during s i x t y - t h r e e  

years o f  residence in the H i l l s  s t a r t i n g  from gold rush times,  

made a p o in t  o f  v i s i t i n g  supposed anc ient  r e l i c s .  In no case 

did he see e i t h e r  the a r t i f a c t s  themselves, or  meet the men 

who had found them, and he be l ieved  th a t  a l l  o f  the s to r ie s  

o f  e a r ly  gold miners rested on hearsay, w is h fu l  th in k in g ,  

and su b t le  advert isement o f  the Hi 11s.

In 1855 an Engl ish sportsman. S i r  Sa in t  George Gore,  

guided by Jim B r id g e r ,  made an extended tour  o f  the West.

On the banks o f  Rapid Creek in the eastern  H i l l s  one o f  his  

employees, Jeremiah Proteau, found grea t  handfuls o f  g l i t t e r ­

ing dust,  which he s t u f f e d  in to  his  s h i r t  and showed to Gore, 

who only  laughed a t  him, c a l l i n g  his f in d  mica. A f t e r  they  

had l e f t  the a re a ,  however. Bridger to ld  Proteau, who l a t e r  

r e t a i l e d  the s to ry  to  a l l  who would l i s t e n ,  th a t  Gore had 

admitted the f in d  was gold.  I t  seems u n l i k e l y ,  fo r  i f  

Proteau had f i l l e d  h is  s h i r t - f r o n t  w i t h  handfuls o f  gold

Strahorn ,  Handbook. 223. W i l l i a m  L i t t l e b u r y  
Kuykendal l ,  F r o n t ie r  Days fn . p . :  J. M. and H. L.
Kuykendall,  1917) . 180-81.  Cheyenne D a i l y  Leader. 12 June 
1877.

^^McC1in tock .  Pioneer Days. 40 -41 .
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dust he would have had to walk shut up l i k e  a ja c k k n i f e  to 

keep the heavy dust from running down In to  his breeches, a 

posture which would have undoubtedly betrayed his secret  and 

p r e c i p i t a t e d  the gold rush which Gore wished to a v o id .2%

The f i r s t  s c i e n t i f i c  exped it ion to  the H i l l s  fo l lowed  

Gore c lo s e ly ,  and in f a c t  obtained much o f  i t s  equipment from 

him. On 6 July  1857 Lieutenant Gouverneur Kemble Warren and 

Ferdinand V. Hayden, accompanied by a m i l i t a r y  escor t ,  l e f t  

Sioux C i t y  fo r  Fort  Laramie. There the p a r t y  d iv ided  and 

Warren and Hayden, w i th  seventeen men, made a n o r th e a s te r ly  

t r i p  to the H i l l s .  At Inyan Kara Mountain, east o f  the  

H i l l s ,  they f e l l  in w i th  a band o f  Dakotas who were keeping 

a herd o f  b u f fa lo  in the area w a i t in g  fo r  the w in te r  slaugh­

t e r .  The Indians, whose a t t i t u d e  toward d is tu rb in g  th is  

herd was "what we should fe e l  toward a person who should i n ­

s is t  upon s e t t in g  f i r e  to  our barns,"  demanded th a t  Warren 

turn back, and complained th a t  i f  he explored the country  

f a r t h e r ,  he would be fo l lowed by roads, m i l i t a r y  posts, and 

war. Warren, forced to admit the j u s t i c e  o f  the Indian p o s i ­

t i o n ,  p rud en t ly  r e t r e a t e d ,  passing around the southern end 

o f  the H i l l s ,  up the eastern side o f  them to Bear Butte ,  and 

thence southward a g a i n . 23

Although Warren d id not pe ne tra te  deeply in to  the

22 Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 12 May 1875. Strahorn,  
Handbook. 220-21.

23warren, " P re l im in a ry  Report,"  passim, and 158-59.
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H i l l s ,  he went fa r  enough to f in d  gold, and to  mention in 

his repo r t  th a t  he had done so. In h is o p in io n ,  however, 

the most important c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  his ex pe d i t io n  was m i l i ­

t a r y ,  fo r  he be l ieved  th a t  a war w i th  the Dakotas was in ­

e v i t a b l e ,  th a t  "The Black H i l l s  is the g rea t  p o in t  in t h e i r  

t e r r i t o r y  a t  which to s t r i k e  a l l  the Teton Dakota ."  "The 

g re a te s t  f r u i t  o f  the e x p lo ra t io n  I have conducted,"  he sa id ,  

was, " th e  knowledge o f  the proper routes by which to  invade 

t h e i r  country  and conquer them." Due to the C i v i l  War, War­

ren submitted no f in a l  r e p o r t .  One wonders i f  h is  recommen­

dat ions  were not l a t e r  r e c a l le d  by the War Department as the  

Sioux became more and more re s t le s s  and the gold o f  the H i l l s  

in c re a s in g ly  a t t r a c t i v e .

In 1859 Captain W i l l i a m  Frank l in  Raynolds was sent 

to ex p lo re  the t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  the Yel lowstone, f in d  out a l l  

he could about the Indians th e re ,  and assess the mineral  and 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o te n t ia l  o f  the country .  He se t  out from Fort 

P ie r r e ,  Dakota T e r r i t o r y ,  on 28 June 1859, w i t h  a small s t a f f  

o f  s c i e n t i s t s ,  a m i l i t a r y  e s c o r t ,  and seven young adventurers  

at tached to the command by order  o f  Secre tary  o f  War John 8. 

Floyd. They camped near Bear Butte on 11 J u ly  and pressed 

on along the northern rim o f  the H i l l s  v ia  the  B e l le  Fourche. 

Here several  members o f  the p a r t y ,  inc lud ing Jim Bridger and 

Lieutenant J. H. Snowden, found gold in modest q u a n t i t i e s .

2 4 | b i d . . 2 1 7 .
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Raynolds forbade them to seek f a r t h e r ,  ‘b e l ie v in g  th a t  i f  

paying q u a n t i t i e s  o f  gold were found, i r re s p o n s ib le  members 

o f  the command might break away to prospect,  leav ing  him 

and his o f f i c e r s  to re tu rn  a lone .  The p a r t y  passed out o f  

the H i l l s  complete ly  on 14 J u ly  1859. Reynolds' re p o r t ,  

inc lud ing  a mention o f  h is  gold d is co v er ie s ,  was published  

in 1867.25

More m i l i t a r y  than e i t h e r  the Warren or the Raynolds 

e xped it ions  were the th re e  prongs o f  the Powder R iver  Cam­

paign o f  1865 under the command o f  Colonels James A. Sawyers, 

Samuel W alker ,  and Nelson Cole.

Sawyers, who was to  lay out a wagon road between the  

N iobrara  and V i r g i n i a  C i t y ,  Montana, passed to the south o f  

the H i l l s ,  f i r s t  s ig h t in g  them on 13 Ju ly  1865. On the 22nd 

and 29th he sent small p a r t i e s  to explore them. The u n d is c i ­

p l in e d  na tu re  o f  h is  men and fears  th a t  h is  teamsters might 

desert  the p a r ty  to hunt fo r  gold forced him to l i m i t  his  

e x p lo ra t io n  to  scouting p a r t i e s  s u f f i c i e n t  to guard the ex­

p e d i t io n  from unexpected Indian a t ta c k  from the H i l l s . ^ ^

25u. S . ,  War Department, "Report o f  Brevet B r ig a d ie r  
General W. F. Raynolds on the Explorat ion o f  the Yellowstone  
and the country Drained by th a t  River" (19 J u ly  1867), Senate 
Executive Document No. 77, 40th  Congress, 1st Session, S e r ia l  
1 3 1 7 . Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader . 12 January 1875. Both Warren's  
and Raynolds' gold d is co v e r ie s  a re  mentioned in J.  Ross 
Browne and James W. T a y lo r ,  Report on the Minera l  Resources 
o f  the United States (Washington: Government P r in t in g  Of­
f i c e ,  1867) , 3 3 0 .

2^H. D. Hampton, "Powder River Expedit ion o f  1865," 
Montana. XIV (October 1964), 2 -15 .  James A. Sawyer, "Report
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Colonel Walker and hi s regiment l e f t  Fort  Laramie 5 

August 1865 and headed northea s t  toward the Black H i l l s ,  

where they were to rendezvous w i t h  Colonel Cole . A dry 

march o f  s i x  days brought them to  the South Fork o f  the  

Cheyenne, where several members o f  ti ie command d ied ,  e i t h e r  

from exhaustion or  from d r in k in g  the brackish water  o f  the  

r i v e r .  Grass was so scarce th a t  the  horses had to be fed 

on leaves cut from the h igher  branches o f  t r e e s .  Passing 

between the Bear Lodge Mountains and the Black H i l l s ,  Walker  

f i n a l l y  found both succor and Cole on the B e l le  Fourche, 

some f o r t y  m iles  north o f  the  D e v i l ' s  T o w e r . ^7

The la rg e s t  o f  the th re e  p a r t i e s  o f  1865, th a t  o f  

Colonel Nelson Cole, contained about 1,400 men. I t  a r r iv e d  

at  Bear B ut te  from the east on 14 August, then followed  

Reynolds' o ld  t r a i l  west along the  B e l le  Fourche to  the  

rendezvous w i t h  Walker. One o f  C o le 's  guides found what he 

thought was s i l v e r - b e a r in g  o re ,  but Cole did not have su f ­

f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  to judge i t s  v a lu e .  The net r e s u l t  o f  a l l  

th ree  ex ped i t io ns  was to endow two or  th ree  thousand men

on a Wagon Road from N iobrara  to  V i r g i n i a  C i t y , "  House Ex­
e c u t iv e  Document No. 58, 39th Congress, 1st Session (2 
March 1866) ,  S e r ia l  1256, 17-20. A lb e r t  M. Holman and 
Constant R. Marks, P ioneering in the  Northwest;  N iobrara -  
V i r q i ni a Ci t v  Wagon Road (Sioux C i t y ;  Oeitch and Lamar. 
i 924) , i s the s tory  o f  Holman, one o f  the teamsters.

^7colonel Samuel W alker ,  "Colonel W alke r 's  Report ,"  
from Misc.  Ord. AGO, U. S. Army Records, quoted by Leroy R.
Ha fen and Ann W. Hafen in Powder River  Campaigns and Sawyer's 
Expedi t io n  o f  1865 (G lendale ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  A r thur  H. C lark
Company, (9 6 1 ) ,  93.
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w ith  knowledge o f  both gold In the H i l l s  and o f  the  several  

routes by which i t  might be r e a c h e d . ^8

The Black H i l l s ,  in sh o r t ,  though s t i l l  unexplored,  

were a t  le a s t  w e l l  known, and th e  l i k e l ih o o d  o f  gold in t h e i r  

fo rb idd ing  fastness was w id e ly  p u b l ic iz e d .  Only the temper 

o f  the t im es ,  the d istance to the  H i l l s ,  the ex is tenc e  o f  

oth e r ,  more p r o f i t a b l e  gold f i e l d s ,  and the implacable  hos­

t i l i t y  o f  the Sioux prevented a rush from fo l lo w in g  any one 

o f  the many gold d iscover ies  made from 1804 to 1865. The 

temper o f  the  t imes, however, could be a l t e r e d  by su b t le  

m anipu la t ion ,  distances reduced by modern t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  

and the Indians th ru s t  as ide .  Only zeal  and f u r t h e r  ex­

p lo r a t io n  were requ ired ,  and these were soon supplied by the  

ambit ion and the a v a r ic e  o f  several  in te re s te d  p a r t i e s .

2 AColonel Nelson Cole, "Reports o f  Colonel Nelson 
Cole ,"  The Powder River Campaign, R. N. S cot t ,  e t  a l . ,  eds . .  
The War o f  the  Rebel l ion (Washington: Government P r in t in g
O f f i c e ,  1880-1901J, Series 1, Vo l .  XLVl11, Part  1, pp. 366-  
83.



CHAPTER I I

EARLY PROMOTERS, THE CUSTER EXPEDITION,

AND THE GORDON PARTY

Down in a coal mine underneath the ground.
Where a ray o f  sunshine never can be found ;
Digging dusky diamonds a l l  the season round.
Down in a coal mine underneath the g rou nd .1

The gold o f  the Black H i l l s  might have la in  fo r  an­

o th e r  generat ion in the fastness o f  the mountains, had not  

th e  hopes and a v a r ic e  o f  the people o f  Iowa and eastern  

Dakota urged forward the movements which revealed and p u b l i ­

c ize d  i t s  presence. These p ioneers ,  d isappointed in t h e i r  

fo r tu n e s ,  sought as f ront iersm en have always sought, to  en­

la rge  t h e i r  prospects by expanding t h e i r  borders. T h e ir  e f ­

f o r t s  resu l ted  in two ex p lo r in g  exped it io ns  and the f i r s t  

a u th e n t ic  prospecting p a r t y  to  p e n e t ra te  the H i l l s .

Yankton, Dakota T e r r i t o r y ,  was a b u s t l in g  l i t t l e  

Missouri  R iver  town in 1861, proud o f  i t s  small progress and 

eager to  make more. In January o f  th a t  year a Black H i l l s  

Explor ing  and Mining Associa t ion  was formed by Byron M.

^Uncle Newt W arren 's  on ly  song, David Aken, Pioneers  
o f  the Black H i l l s  [Milwaukee, 1920?], 41.
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Smith, W i l l i a m  P. Lyman, Moses K. Armstrong, Wilmot W. 

Brookings, Newton Edmunds, and J.  Shaw Gregory, i t  so w e l l  

f i t t e d  in to  the hopes o f  the Yankton c i t i z e n s  th a t  i t  s h o r t ­

ly  e n l i s t e d  over h a l f  the  town's a d u l t  male po p u la t io n .  The 

A s s o c ia t io n 's  p r in c ip a l  c o n tr ib u t io n  toward the  ex p lo ra t io n  

o f  the  Black H i l l s  was to request Congress fo r  surveys, and 

to supply the  t e r r i t o r i a l  governors o f  Dakota w i th  frequent  

rumors o f  gold in the  H i l l s  fo r  t h e i r  annual messages. The 

C i v i l  War and the  Sioux upr is ings  prevented more vigorous  

act  i vi t y .

Near the end o f  the war the Associa t ion  took on new 

l i f e  and issued an a d v e r t is in g  pamphlet descr ib ing  the  H i l l s .  

Congress, s e n s i t iv e  to western appeals ,  au tho r ized  the  survey 

o f  a wagon road from Fort  P ie r r e  on the Missouri  R iver  to 

Bear Butte  a t  the  northern end o f  the  H i l l s ,  and promised a 

m i l i t a r y  escort  to  p ro te c t  the surveyors.  However, the move­

ment c o l lap sed ,  presumably because the Army was more anxious 

to p la c a te  the Indians than Congress was to p lease the  s e t ­

t l e r s .  In th is  c r i s i s  the promoters turned to  science in 

the hope th a t  a d d i t io n a l  knowledge might in f lue nce  the  le g is -
O

l a t o r s .

Dr. Ferdinand V. Hayden, who had accompanied L ieu­

tenant  Warren to the  H i l l s  in 1857, undertook a p r i v a t e  ex-

2
George M. Kingsbury, H is t o r y  o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y  

(5 v o l s . ;  Chicago: S. J.  C larke  Publ ish ing Company, 1915),
861 - 6 3 .
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p e d i t io n  in August 1866. He was escorted by a small detach­

ment o f  s o ld ie rs  from Fort Randall and by Charles F.

P ic c o t te ,  a hunter who had l iv e d  w i th  the  Indians near the  

H i l l s .  At Bear Butte  Hayden found gold ,  as w e l l  as many 

other  geologica l  c u r i o s i t i e s .  He returned to Yankton and 

in October ra ised the hopes o f  the Black H i l l s  Explor ing  

Associa t ion to w i ld  excitement when he reported th a t  " l i t r  

t i e  p a r t i c l e s  or  gra ins  o f  gold can be found in almost any 

l i t t l e  stream in the v i c i n i t y . "  He refused to commit him­

s e l f  as to the exact q u a n t i t y  o f  gold but his hearers were 

in no mood to  q u ib b le .^

The Associa t ion  under Smith's leadership  again took  

he a r t .  During the spring o f  1867 one hundred e x -s o ld ie rs  

camped in te n ts  near Yankton, eager to head fo r  the  H i l l s .

To p ro te c t  the p a r t y .  Brevet Major General A. B. Dyer, C h ie f  

o f  the Ordnance O f f i c e  a t  Washington, o f fe re d  two mountain 

howitzers w i th  two hundred rounds o f  ammunition. These were  

made a v a i l a b l e  to the Associa t ion  at  Fort  Randall on 11 June, 

but never picked up, fo r  L ieutenant General W i l l ia m  T. 

Sherman, commander o f  the M i l i t a r y  Department o f  the  M is ­

s o u r i ,  took a dim view o f  invo lv ing  the Army w i th  the Sioux 

in the Black H i l l s .  Sherman in s truc ted  Brevet Major General 

A l f r e d  H. T e rry  to  h a l t  the  e x pe d i t io n ,  po in t ing  out th a t

^ 1 b i d . . 867. Ferdinand V. Hayden, "Address on the  
Black Hi i l s , "  Proceedings o f  the American Philosophical  
S o c ie ty . X (18691, 322-26 .
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the H i l l s  were the la s t  refuge o f  the Sioux and th a t  fo r  

Smith and his exped it ion  to en ter  them might s t i r  up an In ­

dian war which would req u ire  more m i l i t a r y  p ro tec t io n  than 

he was w i l l i n g  to prov ide .  Terry  t ran s m it te d  Sherman's 

order to Andrew J.  Faulk ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  Governor o f  Dakota, 

p o in t in g  out th a t  the whites  had no legal r ig h t  to en ter  

the Sioux t e r r i t o r y  and th a t  fo r  them to do so would s e r io u s ­

ly complicate  a l re a d y  e x is t in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  the Indians.  

Smith 's  men had probably counted on s t i r r i n g  up t ro u b le  and 

fo rc in g  a m i l i t a r y  occupation o f  the H i l l s  fo r  they q u ic k ly  

disbanded when i t  became c le a r  th a t  the  Army would n e i th e r

countenance t h e i r  f o l l y  nor rescue them from i t s  conse­
ilquences.^

Yet another group formed in November o f  1867 under 

the leadership  o f  Captain P. B. Davy o f  Blue Earth ,  Minne­

sota.  Davy came to Yankton w i th  grandiose p lans ,  fo r  he had 

passed near the H i l l s  in 1866 on his way from Fort  

Abercrombie to Montana. He f e l t  sure now th a t  he could 

lead a p a r ty  back in the spring o f  1868 as soon as the grass 

was high enough fo r  graz ing .  Davy lec tu red  in Minnesota 

during the w in te r  o f  1867-1868 and in response to his e f ­

fo r t s  some th ree  hundred men came to Yankton. The H i l l s  

were a t  th is  time being considered as p a r t  o f  a proposed 

rese rv a t io n  fo r  the Sioux. Brevet Major General D. S.

^Kingsbury, H is to ry  o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y . 863-65,  
contains the Army correspondence.
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Stan ley ,  th e  commanding o f f i c e r  o f  the D i s t r i c t  o f  Southeast  

Dakota, received orders from the Department o f  Dakota " to  

prevent the proposed e x p e d i t io n ,  using fo rce  i f  necessary."  

Accord ing ly  Davy abandoned his p r o j e c t .  In 1868 the H i l l s  

were q u i e t l y  incorporated in to  the Sioux reserva t ion  es tab ­

l ished by the T re a ty  o f  L a r a m i e . 5

Other groups turned t h e i r  eyes to the H i l l s  l a t e  in 

the I8 6 0 's ,  but were d e te r re d  as Smith and Davy had been.

John S. McCl intock,  t r a v e l i n g  westward from Omaha had the  

H i l l s  po inted out to  him by an o ld  t im er  and was t o ld  th a t  

they were r ic h  in gold and o ther  precious meta ls .  Thomas H. 

R usse l l ,  who l a t e r  jo in e d  the Gordon p a r t y ,  f i r s t  heard o f  

Black H i l l s  gold in 1868 a t  Cheyenne from Jack Jones, Chat 

DuBray, Jim B r idge r ,  Jim Robinson, and o ld  Papin, a l l  moun­

ta in  men o f  wide experience and ta le n te d  imaginat ion.  Rus­

s e l l  yearned to  go to the H i l l s ,  and was sorry  he had missed 

an e xped it ion  which had s t a r te d  fo r  them th a t  f a l l ,  but had 

been turned back by the Army.

During the w in te r  o f  1869-70 a Black H i l l s  and Big 

Horn Associa t ion  was formed a t  Cheyenne. Two thousand ap­

p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  membership were rece ived ,  and 130 men a c t u a l l y  

showed up. These, d iv ide d  in to  two companies led by B i l l y  

Wise and Colonel F a r ra r ,  s ta r te d  out from Fort Russell  under 

the command o f  W i l l ia m  L i t t l e b u r y  Kuykendal l ,  but were a lso

5 | b i d . , 871.
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stopped by the  t roops.^

Another unsuccessful move toward the H i l l s  had i t s  

roots in the Fenian movement. Charles C o l l in s ,  e d i t o r  o f  

the Sioux C i t y  T i mes. hoped to  found an I r i s h  colony in 

Dakota, opposite  the mouth o f  the White R ive r .  There he 

would be ready fo r  an invasion o f  Canada whenever England's  

p e r i l  might be I r e la n d 's  o p p o r tu n i ty .  The plan was submit­

ted to the Fenian convention a t  S t .  Louis in the f a l l  o f  

1869. The United States Congress au thor ized  a colony corpo­

ra t io n  on the p u b l ic  lands. A committee appointed to  inspect  

the s i t e  disagreed on i t s  m e r i ts  and on ly  a m in o r i t y  urged 

the estab l ishment o f  the town o f  L imer ick,  near what l a t e r  

became Bru le  C i ty .

The p r o je c t  co l lap sed ,  but C o l l in s  did not abandon 

his hopes. On 27 February 1872 he organized a Black H i l l s  

Mining and Explor ing Associa t ion  o f  Sioux C i t y .  Thomas H. 

R usse l l ,  who had read some o f  C o l l in s '  Black H i l l s  a r t i c l e s ,  

jo in ed  him in prepar ing  p u b l i c i t y .  Eminent Sioux C i t y  b u s i ­

nessmen, inc lud ing  Charles S. Soule o f  the Northwestern  

T ranspo rta t ion  Company, Dan S c o t t ,  e d i t o r  o f  the Sioux C i ty  

Journa1. and General A. C. Dawes, passenger agent fo r  the

^John S. McClintock,  Pioneer Davs in the Black H i l l s  
(New York: p r i v a t e l y  printed"] 193^), 1-2.  Thomas H. Rus-
s e l l ,  MS on the Col 1in s -R u s se l1-Gordon Black H i l l s  p a r t y  o f  
1874, in possession o f  Don Clowser, 6 4 5 -1 /2  Main S t r e e t ,  
Deadwood, S. D . , apparen t ly  a copy made by Percy R u s s e l l ,
T. H. R u s s e l l 's  son. W i l l ia m  L i t t l e b u r y  Kuykendal l ,  Fron­
t i e r  Davs (n .  p . :  J. M. and H. L. Kuykendall,  1917) , 137.
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Kansas C i ty  and St .  Joe r a i l r o a d ,  jo in e d  in promoting the  

Assoc ia t io n .  Meanwhile Russell toured the Missouri R iver  

towns d i s t r i b u t i n g  pamphlets and d e l iv e r in g  le c tu re s .  The 

exped it ion  proposed to  s t a r t  fo r  the H i l l s  on 1 September 

I 8 7 2 , but Major General W in f ie ld  Scott Hancock, in command 

o f  the Department o f  Dakota, warned th a t  troops would be 

used to  prevent any invasion o f  the Sioux re se rv a t io n .  A c t ­

ing Governor Edwin Stanton Cook re layed Hancock's order  to 

the people o f  Dakota in a proclamation on 6 A p r i l  1872 and 

as a r e s u l t  C o l l in s '  Associa t ion became te m porar i ly  less 

act  iv e .7

The p u b l i c i t y  which Yankton and Sioux C i ty  generated  

continued to  have i t s  e f f e c t .  In 1872 eighteen s o ld ie rs  

from Fort Randall deserted in a body and formed an exped i­

t io n  to  go to the Black H i l l s ,  but were captured and brought  

back. Agency Indians, re tu rn ing  from hunts, brought rumors 

o f  successful prospectors in the H i l l s .  On 24 January 1873 

the L e g is la t i v e  Assembly o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y  presented Con­

gress w i t h  a memorial asking fo r  a s c i e n t i f i c  exp lo ra t ion  

o f  the Black H i l l s .  This was fo llowed by another th re e  days 

l a t e r  urging th a t  since the Indians used the H i l l s  on ly  as

^Annie Donna T a l l e n t ,  The Black Hi 1 Is (S t .  Louis:  
Nixon-Jones P r in t in g  Company, 18$$J, 5, 7. Rrs. T a l l e n t ' s  
book is  w id e ly  used by Black H i l l s  h is to r ia n s ;  much o f  i t  
was taken from Father Peter  Rosen's Pa-Ha-Sa-Pah (S t .  Louis:  
Nixon-Jones P r in t in g  Company, 1895), and A. T. Andreas, 
Andreas's H is t o r ic a l  A t la s  o f  Dakota (Chicago: A. T.
Andreas, 1884). Hancock*s order is given in Kingsbury,  
H is to ry  o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y . I ,  874-875.
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a r e t r e a t  a f t e r  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  the government should conf ine  

them to  a small p a r t  o f  t h e i r  rese rv a t io n  and open the res t  

o f  the H i l l s  to  w h i te  se tt lem ent.®

General Phi l  Sheridan, who had heard o f  Father De 

Smet's dreamy rumors o f  gold in the H i l l s ,  in 1874 suggested 

to  the War Department th a t  the area be explored and a m i l i ­

t a r y  post set up in i t  to p ro tec t  the route to the Montana 

gold f i e l d s .  B r ig a d ie r  General T e r ry ,  re lay in g  the o rde r  to  

Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer ,  on 1 Ju ly  1874 

in s t ru c ted  him to leave Fort Abraham Lincoln fo r  Bear Butte  

and to  explore the country  to the south, southeast,  and south­

west o f  tha t  p o in t .  I t  was be l ieved th a t  whatever t h e i r  gold 

c o n te n t ,  the Black H i l l s  would be the best p lace fo r  a m i l i ­

t a r y  post a s t r id e  the Sioux war and hunting t r a i l s ,  fo r  the  

necessary grass, wood, and water  were abundant th ere .

Custer assembled ten companies o f  ca v a l ry  and two o f  

i n f a n t r y ,  t o t a l i n g  about one thousand men, accompanied by 

110 wagons, th ree  G a t l in g  machine guns, a th re e - in c h  P a r ro t t  

r i f l e ,  and a s ix te e n -p ie c e  mounted band. The t r i p  across 

the p la in s  was u n e ve n t fu l .  Cus ter 's  deer hounds ran a f t e r  

the an te lope ,  and the commander bragged about his prowess 

o
L e g is la t iv e  Assembly o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y ,  Memorial 

asking fo r  a S c i e n t i f i c  Explorat ion  o f  th a t  T e r r i t o r y ,
Senate Miscel laneous Document No. 45 ,  42nd Congress, 3rd 
Session (24 January 1873), S e r ia l  1546. L e g is la t iv e  Assembly 
o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y ,  Memorial in Reference to the Black H i l l s  
Country serving as a r e t r e a t  fo r  h o s t i l e  Indians,  House M is ­
ce l laneous Document No. 65, 42nd Congress, 3rd Session (27 
January 1873), S e r ia l  1572.
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w ith  a r i f l e ,  w i thou t  g iv in g  any convincing demonstration  

o f  i t .  Colonel Fred Grant ,  son o f  the p re s id e n t ,  accompanied 

the ex p ed i t io n  and appears to  have been drunk a good p ar t  o f  

the  t i m e . 9

Custer came southward toward the H i l l s ,  passing be­

tween them and the  Bear Lodge Mountains. The p a r ty  paused 

on 23 Ju ly  a t  Inyan Kara Mountain, which Custer and his  

s t a f f  c limbed. They then entered the H i l l s  along C a s t le  

Creek, no t in g  the richness o f  the s o i l ,  the p leasant  c l im a te ,  

and the abundance o f  f lowers  in f u l l  bloom. Everyone com­

mented on the beauty o f  the country ,  and the cavalrymen 

decorated t h e i r  horses w i t h  nosegays. A small band o f  In ­

dians was captured on 26 J u ly  and t h e i r  c h i e f .  One Stab,  

taken p r is o n e r  and used as a guide and hostage. The rest  

o f  the band, r e lu c ta n t  to  remain near C u s te r 's  Ree scouts,  

abandoned t h e i r  possessions and ran away. Camping th re e  

m iles  below what is now Custer ,  South Dakota, the  General 

and h is  s t a f f  climbed Harney Peak, ascended n e a r ly  to  the  

top,  and th e re  l e f t  a copper c a r t r id g e  s h e l l  w i t h  t h e i r  

names enclosed on a s l i p  o f  paper to  mark the spot.^O

^The o f f i c i a l  report  o f  the exped it ion  is Captain  
W i l l i a m  Ludlow, Report o f  a Reconnaissance o f  the Black  
H i l l s  o f  Dakota. Made in the  Summer o f  1874 (Washington;  
Government P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,  T575TI W il l ia m  H. Wood, "A 
C i v i l i a n  w i t h  Custer in 1874," MS, Deadwood Pub l ic  L ib ra ry ,  
Deadwood, South Dakota, mentions G rant 's  i n e b r i a t i o n .

^^Custer's own report  was published as p a r t  o f  
Henry N. Maguire 's  Guide to the Black H i l l s  (Chicago; Rand, 
McNally S Company, 1877). 4 1 -5 0 .  and in South Dakota H is -
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During the e xped it ion  Custer k i l l e d  a g r i z z l y  bear  

near what is now Nahant, and co n tr ib u ted  the carcass to his  

o f f i c e r s '  mess. George B ird  G r i n n e l l ,  the p a r t y 's  z o o lo g is t ,  

recorded th a t  the g i f t  was not ap prec ia ted ,  as the bear was 

o ld ,  tough, and rank.

Scouting p a r t ie s  were sent out to  explore  the south­

ern H i l l s ,  but were unable to  reach the f o o t h i l l s  because 

the deep v a l le y s  and high c l i f f s  hemmed them in a t  every  

tu rn .  On 6 August the exped it ion  began i t s  t r i p  back to  

Fort  L inco ln ,  passing northward up the c e n te r  o f  the H i l l s  

to Bear Butte ,  which i t  reached e ight  days l a t e r .  On the  

way home the exped it ion  passed a large abandoned Indian  

camp. When the scout Luther North expressed r e l i e f  th a t  the  

Indians had not been encountered. General Custer remarked 

th a t  w i th  the Seventh Cava lry  he could whip a l l  the Indians  

in the Northwest. He would soon be given the o p p o r tu n i ty ,  

fo r  h is  exped it ion  to  the Black H i l l s  opened the area to 

miners, and p r e c ip i t a t e d  the Sioux War.

The traces o f  gold discovered by C u s te r 's  men w h i le  

in the H i l l s  were so l i t t l e  not iced th a t  even the date  o f

t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . V I I  (1 9 1 4 ) ,  583-94.  A. B. Donaldson, 
"The Black H i l l s  E x p e d i t io n ,"  i b i d . . 554-80 ,  is another ac ­
count o f  a p a r t i c i p a n t .  The c a r t r id g e  was found in the  
1930 's by Troy L. Parker ,  o f  H i l l  C i t y ,  South Dakota, but 
the message had vanished.

11 George B ird  G r i n n e l l ,  Two Great Scouts and T h e ir  
Pawnee B a t ta l io n  (C leve land ,  1928). passim and 242. 6 r i n -  
n e l l ,  who accompanied the e x ped i t io n ,  d id  not e n te r ta in  a 
high opin ion o f  Custer.
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the o r i g i n a l  discovery was not recorded. There is a lso some 

controversy over the i d e n t i t y  o f  the o r i g i n a l  d iscoverer .  

In d ica t ion s  o f  s i l v e r  had been seen and the Indian scout 

Red Angry Bear a f te rw ard  claimed th a t  he found gold in a 

spring and was the f i r s t  to  show i t  to the s o ld ie r s .  Years 

l a t e r  Hora t io  Nelson Ross, a pro fess iona l  miner who accompa­

nied the e x p e d i t io n ,  showed Dr. Cleophas C. 0 ‘ Harra the exact  

spot where he claimed he had found ten cents worth o f  gold 

on 30 J u ly .  Probably th ere  had been cons iderab le  prospect­

ing and some "co lo r"  found long before any o f f i c i a l  no t ic e  

was taken o f  the d isco ver ies .  On 2 August Ross and W i l l ia m  

T. McKay, another miner, washed gold in C u s te r 's  Gulch near  

the main camp. Ross c o l le c te d  some t h i r t y  to  f i f t y  specks, 

which could be i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  the a id  o f  a strong reading  

glass ,  and gave them to Custer. Another c o l l e c t i o n ,  given 

to  Major J. G. T ie fo rd ,  was gathered on 5 August by Ross, 

McKay, Mike Smith, and several o thers .

Everyone on the exped it ion  noted the gold,  more or 

less in passing, w ithou t  a t ta c h in g  great  s ig n i f ic a n c e  to  

i t s  discovery.  Captain W i l l ia m  Ludlow's report  concluded 

th a t  the real  va lue o f  the Black H i l l s  country was not miner­

al but a g r i c u l t u r a l .  His opinion was supported by the expe­

d i t i o n ' s  g e o lo g is t ,  Newton Horace W inchel1, who s te a d fa s t ly  

claimed th a t  he had not seen any o f  the gold th a t  had been 

discovered. W in c h e l I 's  obdurate bl indness gave r i s e  to 

newspaper discussion as to the m er i ts  o f  the t ra in e d
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"perfessah" as compared to  those o f  the honest p r a c t i c a l

miner. In general the press p re fe r re d  the m iner ,  whose
1 2f ind ings  tended to be more s e n sa t io n a l .

I f  the reports  o f  the exped it ion  i t s e l f  were modest 

in regard to gold,  those subsequently published were not .

On 3 August the scout C h a r l ie  Reynolds was sent to Fort  

Laramie w i th  reports  o f  the exped it ion  and these were r a p id ­

ly spread over the n a t io n .  On 11 August the New York D a i ly  

Tribune spoke o f  the "New Gold Country ."  On the  12th the  

Bismarck T r ib u n e , basing i t s  in formation on Reynolds' l e t ­

t e r s ,  ran two columns on Black H i l l s  gold. The Chicago 

Dai 1V Tr ibune and the I n te r  Ocean on 26 and 27 August ran 

a se r ies  o f  l e t t e r s  and d ia r y  e n t r i e s  received from General  

George A. Forsyth which spoke o f  p lacers  paying $10 a day 

to the man. H arper 's  Weekly ran a f u l l  page i l l u s t r a t e d  

s tory  o f  the  exped it io n  on 12 September, mentioning $50 

p la c e rs ,  and s h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  i t  urged the purchase o f  the  

H i l l s  from the Indians. C us te r 's  own statements were a lso  

caut ious .  Captain Ludlow urged th a t  the best use o f  the  

area would be as an Indian r e s e rv a t io n ,  where the  r ic h  s o i l  

might lend i t s e l f  to the education o f  the n a t iv e s  in p as to ra l

'^The gold d iscovery controversy is  discussed in 
Cleophas C. O 'Harra ,  "The Discovery o f  Gold in the  Black  
H i l l s , "  Black H i l l s  Eng ineer . XVII (November 1929) ,  286-99 ,  
and in two l e t t e r s  from George B ird  G r in n e l l  to  Doane 
Robinson, 22 & 29 Ju ly  1924, Stack 6,  S h e l f  1, South Dakota 
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  P ie r r e .  Major T i e f o r d 's  gold is men­
t ioned in the  Yankton D a i ly  Press and D akota ian . 21 May 
1875.
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p u rs u i t s .

Even these modest est imates o f  the H i l l s '  p o te n t ia l  

were disparaged by the Reverend Samuel D. Hinman, whose ex­

p e d i t io n  c lo s e ly  fo l lowed C u s te r 's .  Hinman, sent to  f in d  a 

more s u i t a b l e  locat ion  fo r  the Spotted T a i l  Agency, l e f t  

th e re  on 5 August 18?4, escorted by two companies o f  the 3rd  

C ava lry  under the command o f  Captain Charles Meinhold and 

Lieutenant  Emmet Crawford. Major E. A, Howard, the United  

States  Indian agent a t  Spotted T a i l  and several guides and 

miscellaneous employees a ls o  accompanied the p a r ty .

Approaching the H i l l s  the guides and teamsters a l l

deser ted ,  fe a r in g  e i t h e r  the H i l l s ,  or  the wrath o f  the In ­

dians i f  these were entered .  Two Bru le  c h ie f s .  Spotted T a i l  

and Two S t r i k e ,  v i s i t e d  the p a r t y 's  camp ou ts id e  o f  B u f fa lo  

Gap, and endeavored to persuade the ex ped it ion  to turn back. 

Hinman pointed out the exaggerated t a l e s  o f  the  w ea lth  and 

f e r t i l i t y  o f  the H i l l s  which were then cu rren t  among the  

w h i te  men, and implied to Spotted T a i l  th a t  the purpose o f  

his ex ped it ion  was to d isprove these rumors and thus save 

the H i l l s  fo r  the Indians. Thus m o l l i f i e d  both c h ie fs  then 

o f f e r e d  advice  and in fo rm a t io n ,  a l l  o f  which Hinman found 

h e lp fu l  and accurate .

Enter ing the H i l l s ,  Hinman found the t r a i l s  v i r t u a l ­

ly  impassable, and was forced to abandon his  wagons and

break up h is  p a r ty  in to  small groups. Some o f  his men were 

experienced C a l i f o r n i a  miners and searched d i l i g e n t l y ,  but
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none found any t ra c e  o f  gold or any o ther  va lua b le  m inera l .  

The H i l l s ,  he reported ,  were b leak ,  fo rb id d in g ,  and s t e r i l e ,  

useless fo r  a g r i c u l t u r e  and swept by f e a r f u l  storms both 

w in te r  and summer. Black H i l l s  t im ber ,  he admit ted ,  might 

be useful fo r  rough lumber and fuel  when t ra n s p o r ta t io n  made 

i t  more r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  In short ,  he complete ly c o n tra ­

d ic ted  the report  o f  Custer and his  men, and concluded th a t  

the H i l l s  were not on ly  useless to the w h i te  men, but un­

s a t is f a c t o r y  fo r  even an Indian agency. The d i f fe r e n c e  o f  

opinion is doubtless due to two causes: Hinman had explored

the d r i e r ,  southern H i l l s ,  and he had come prepared to f in d  

them unpleasant;  whereas Custer had v i s i t e d  the more f e r t i l e  

northern and c e n tra l  sections w i th  the hope o f  f in d in g  them 

de l i  g h t f u 1.^3

The ease w i th  which Hinman's report  was ignored 

would be as ton ish ing  i f  one did not look a t  the source o f  

the p u b l i c i t y  given to the Black H i l l s .  The western mining 

f r o n t i e r  had long su f fe re d  from a dearth o f  good fo rtune  

and adventure,  and was eager fo r  a new bonanza. F ro n t ie r  

towns c i r c l i n g  the H i l l s  in a sweeping arc  from Bismarck to 

Fort Laramie l ik e w is e  were eager fo r  some new and p r o f i t a b l e  

excitement.  Furthermore the depression which began in 1873 

was s t i l l  in f u l l  swing, and the people o f  the United States

^^Samuel D. Hinman, l e t t e r  to Reverend W. H. Hare,  
Chairman o f  the Sioux Commission, 10 November 1874, in the  
Annual Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1874 
(Washington : Government P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,  1 8 )4 ) ,  90 -97 .
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welcomed any new o p p o r tu n i ty  to b e t t e r  themselves. These 

f a c to rs ,  combined w i th  the  wide appeal the Black H i l l s  o f ­

fe red ,  caused prospecting p a r t i e s  to move forward soon a f t e r  

Custer 's  report  appeared.

Two minor p a r t i e s  may have s ta r te d  fo r  the Black  

H i l l s  from Sioux C i ty  in the f a l l  o f  1874. One, o f  which 

N. Johnson was a member, is supposed to have taken up f i v e  

miles o f  c la im s.  Another, led by a Colonel Grow, was said  

to have l e f t  fo r  the H i l l s  from Sioux C i ty  in October, and 

begun op erat ions  in the southern H i l l s  u n t i l  bad weather  

prevented p r o f i t a b l e  p la c e r  mining. As n e i th e r  p a r ty  was 

heard o f  aga in ,  i t  is l i k e l y  th a t  both were the inventions  

o f  e d i t o r  Charles C o l l in s '  f e r t i l e  imaginat ion.

The manufacture o f  rumors did  not i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  

the promotion o f  an ac tua l  Black H i l l s  p a r ty .  C o l l in s  and 

R us se l l ,  armed w i th  the reports  o f  the Custer ex p e d i t io n ,  

concluded th a t  i f  the Army could en ter  the H i l l s  a p r i v a t e  

e n te rp r is e  might a lso be al lowed to do so. Financed by 

Sioux C i t y  c a p i t a l ,  Russell  set  up an o f f i c e  in Chicago 

from which he issued p r i v a t e  c i r c u l a r s  and l e t t e r s  to  would-  

be adventurers .  He est imated th a t  new members w i th  one 

hundred pounds o f  baggage could be brought from Chicago, v ia  

Sioux C i t y ,  to  the Black H i l l s  a t  a cost o f  $50 each and 

tha t  two thousand men would j o i n  the p a r ty .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  

R u s s e l l 's  o f f i c e  and a c t i v i t i e s  were too c lose to General 

Sheridan's  Chicago headquarters to be ignored, and w i t h in
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ten days Sheridan issued an order  p r o h ib i t in g  the  proposed 

invasion o f  the  Sioux r e s e r v a t i o n . ' ^

Russell  and C o l l in s  a t  once announced to the  Assoc i­

ated Press th a t  the  ex ped i t io n  had been canceled ,  but t h is  

was o n ly  a stratagem designed to p la c a te  Sheridan. L e t te rs  

to some two hundred s e le c t  adventurers s e c r e t l y  fo l lowed  

the announcement: " i f  you can r a is e  $300, can handle a

r i f l e ,  and mean business, be a t  Sioux C i t y  on or  about the  

middle o f  S e p t e m b e r . " ' 5  Obviously , such in s t r u c t io n s  were  

c a lc u la te d  to b r in g  fo r th  on ly  those whose i n t e r e s t  was a t  

a f e v e r - p i t c h .  At the same t im e,  Russell and C o l l in s  erec ted  

two te n ts  a t  Sioux C i t y  w i th  a c a p a c i ty  o f  f i f t y  men each fo r  

the recept ion  o f  the miners. Merchants th e re  cla imed th a t  

a man could be o u t f i t t e d  w i th  r i f l e ,  r e v o lv e r ,  ammunition,  

p ic k ,  shovel,  gold pan, cooking u t e n s i l s ,  b la n k e ts ,  and a l l  

o th er  in d iv id u a l  equipment fo r  about $100. C o l l in s  est imated  

the  cost o f  a complete o u t f i t  fo r  a p a r ty  o f  f i v e ,  in c lud in g  

wagons, horses, and p rov is ions  a t  $569 .85 .  By 3 September 

one hundred frontiersmen were aw a i t in g  the  depar tu re  o f  the  

e x p e d i t io n ,  and presumably en r ic h in g  the businessmen o f  Sioux 

C i t y .

'^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 4 November 1875 and 23 
January 1875. The Russell  manuscript and E r i k  McKinley  
Eriksson,  "Sioux C i ty  and the Black H i l l s  Gold Rush, 1874- 
1877," Iowa Journal o f  H is to ry  and P o l i t i c s . XX ( J u ly  1922),  
31 9 -4 7 ,  a re  e x c e p t io n a l ly  useful  fo r  C o l l in s '  a c t i v i t i e s .

'^Aken, Pioneers o f  the Black H i l l s .  8.
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Sheridan d id  not content h im s e l f  w i th  mere d isap ­

p ro v a l .  On 3 September he issued orders to General Terry  

a t  St .  Paul, and to General Ord, commanding the Department 

o f  the P l a t t e ,  to  stop the exped it ion  and to "use the fo rce  

a t  your command to  burn the  wagon t r a i n s  and destroy the o u t ­

f i t  and a r r e s t  the leaders ,  co n f in ing  them a t  the nearest  

m i l i t a r y  po s t ."^^  The order  obv ious ly  was a serious one,  

fo r  detachments from the Lower B ru le  Agency and Fort  Randall 

were sent out immediately to  p a t ro l  the routes leading to  

the H i l l s .  The courage o f  a l l  but the most fo o l is h  or  most 

determined o f  the Black H i l l e r s  evaporated. When the exped i­

t io n  e v e n tu a l ly  m a t e r ia l i z e d  a t  nearby Covington on 6 October  

1874 i t  on ly  consisted o f  tw e n ty -s ix  men, one woman, and one 

boy.

Although sponsored by C o l l in s  and accompanied by his  

p a r tn e r  R us se l l ,  the exped it ion  was from i t s  beginning known 

as the Gordon p a r t y ,  ta k ing  th is  name from John Gordon, i t s  

guide and c a p ta in .  The people o f  Sioux C i t y  paid Gordon 

$1000 fo r  his serv ices  and assumed th a t  he had specia l  knowl­

edge o f  the t r a i l s  to  the H i l l s  and s u f f i c i e n t  powers o f  

leadership to lead his  p a r t y  over them. He soon proved to 

be an inadequate and d i c t a t o r i a l  leader but remained in

^^Message from the President o f  the United States  
Transm it t ing  in formation in r e la t io n  to  the  Black H i l l s  
country in the  Sioux Indian R eservat ion ,  Senate Executive  
Document No. 2,  Special Session (15 March 1875), S e r ia l  
1629, contains much o f  the Army correspondence r e l a t i v e  to 
removing miners from the H i l l s .
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command u n t i l  he l e f t  the p a r ty  in the H i l l s  to re turn  to  

Sioux C i ty  fo r  more supplies and m i n e r s . 7̂

Some o f  the Gordon p a r ty  were raw te n d e r fee t  l i k e  

David Aken and John Boyle to whom everyth ing was a new ad­

venture .  Others,  l i k e  B. B. Logan's mess, which included  

Black Dan and Red Dan McDonald, James Dempster, James Powers, 

J. J. W i l l ia m s ,  and Thomas Quiner,  were experienced woodsmen 

from Wisconsin, f a m i l i a r  w i th  axe and r i f l e .  D. G. T a l l e n t  

was an i n e f f e c t i v e  s o r t ,  but h is w i f e ,  Annie, was a g rea t  

help in keeping up the s p i r i t s  o f  the p a r ty .  Lyman Lamb, 

who o f ten  helped the T a l l e n t s ,  was one o f  the most r e l i a b l e  

o f  the group. Moses Aarons was always cheerfu l  and uncom­

p l a in in g ,  w h i le  J.  W. Brockett  deserted the p a r ty  in Indian  

country leav ing  h is  h i red  gunhand, Charles Cordeiro ,  to  make 

t ro u b le  along the way.

The e x p e d i t io n 's  equipment consisted o f  s ix  wagons, 

each drawn by two yoke o f  oxen, f i v e  saddle horses, a burro ,  

and two greyhounds. The group d iv ided  in to  f i v e  separate  

messes which cooked fo r  themselves and more or  less l iv e d  

together  and provided t h e i r  own suppl ies .  Enough s tap les  

were c a r r ie d  for  e ig h t  months, w i th  the expectat ion th a t  

hunting would augment the d ie t .^ ®

^7a . j . Larsen, e d . ,  "Black H i l l s  Gold Rush," North  
Dakota H is t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r Iv . VI (1 9 32 ) ,  306-307.

18The accounts o f  T a l l e n t ,  Russe l l ,  and Aken descr ibe  
the t r i p  to the  H i l l s  a t  f i r s t h a n d .
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To d i v e r t  suspicion the Gordon p a r ty  pa in ted  the  

canvas wagon covers w i th  the legend " O ' N e i l l ' s  Colony,"  in 

hope th a t  any passing s o ld ie rs  would assume th a t  th is  

Nebraska se t t lem ent  was i t s  d e s t in a t io n .  I t  seems to have 

been common knowledge, however, th a t  the members were headed 

fo r  the Black H i l l s  gold f i e l d s ,  and a r r i v i n g  a t  O ' N e i l l ' s  

sett lem ent  they openly discussed t h e i r  plans to press on in ­

to h o s t i l e  t e r r i t o r y .

Once in the Indian country and headed fo r  the  H i l l s ,  

Gordon in s is te d  th a t  spec ia l  precaut ions be taken to avoid  

discovery by e i t h e r  the Indians or the Army's p a t r o l s .  A l l  

noisy camp d u t ie s  were to be completed and a l l  f i r e s  ex­

t ingu ished be fore  dusk. No loud or unnecessary noises were 

p e rm it ted .  On one occasion the burro,  who brayed c o n s ta n t ly ,  

was muzzled. Three guards p a t r o l l e d  the camps u n t i l  mid­

n ig h t ,  when they were re l ie v e d  by th ree  o th e rs .  These du t ies  

were somewhat onerous and made Charles B la c k w e l l ,  Eph 

W itch er ,  and Mrs. T a l l e n t  want to turn back, but a m a jo r i t y  

o f  the p a r ty  voted ag a in s t  p e rm i t t in g  them t o ,  as th is  on ly  

would f u r t h e r  a l e r t  the  m i l i t a r y  and g ive  away t h e i r  p o s i ­

t io n .

Each day they t r a v e le d  from f i f t e e n  to  twenty m i les ,  

then camped, a t e  q u ic k ly ,  and spent a couple o f  hours before  

bedtime t e l l i n g  s t o r ie s  and s ing ing.  Harry  Cooper was the  

best perform er,  but a l l  were required to p a r t i c i p a t e .  Mrs. 

T a l l e n t  u s u a l ly  t o ld  s t o r ie s  r e f l e c t i n g  her f e a r s ,  in which
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Indian massacres predominated. Uncle Newton Warren, whose 

one song has a l rea d y  been quoted in f u l l  a t  the beginning  

o f  t h is  ch ap te r ,  won applause no matter  how o f te n  he sang, 

each t ime g iv in g  new emphasis and meaning to the  threadbare  

words. O ccas iona l ly  game was shot and cooked. Once Mrs. 

T a l le n t  prepared an e lk  which a l l  pronounced the most v i l e  

dish they ever had eaten.

On 2 7  November 1874 Moses Aarons died a f t e r  a b r i e f  

i l l n e s s .  J.  J . W i l l iam s  b u i l t  a c o f f in  n a i le d  toge ther  w i th  

wooden p in s .  A grave was dug over looking the Bad R iver  and 

cribbed up l i k e  a mine s h a f t .  W i l l iam s r e c i t e d  the Odd F e l ­

lows b u r ia l  r i t u a l  and marked the grave w i th  a cross. I t  

was agreed th a t  the symbol was in app ro p r ia te  but i t  was 

hoped th a t  i t  might keep the grave from desecra t ion  by the  

Ind ians.

Gordon became in c re a s in g ly  despotic  as the t r i p  con­

t in u e d ,  and h is  orders were more and more resented.  At l a s t ,  

reprimanding Cordeiro fo r  being a l i t t l e  slow in coming to 

help f i l l  in the road, Cordeiro  to ld  him " to  go to  h e l l , "  to 

which Gordon r e p l ie d  th a t  Cordeiro  was "a s o n - o f - a - b i t c h . " - 

Cordeiro p u l le d  his  gun and f i r e d  a t  Gordon but missed be­

cause his a t t e n t i o n  was d is t r a c t e d  by Gordon's f r i e n d  Rus­

s e l l  Bishop. Bishop, who had the drop on C orde iro ,  stopped 

the shooting.  Gordon, seeing his enemy disarmed, drew a 

k n i fe  and a t tac ked  Cordeiro but was prevented from k i l l i n g  

him by Lyman Lamb. Opinion d iv ide d  as to who was r i g h t .
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Cordeiro apologized a f t e r  a fash ion ,  saying he had understood 

th a t  Gordon wanted to s e t t l e  the argument by an exchange o f  

shots.

The p a r ty  got I t s  f i r s t  gl impse o f  the Black H i l l s  

on the morning o f  30 November, and on 9 December entered them 

In a howling b l i z z a r d  a t  a po in t  about four miles south o f  

presen t -day  S tu rg is .  They camped two miles below Piedmont, 

then fo l lowed Box Elder Creek In to  the  center  o f  the H i l l s .  

Here they picked up Custer 's  t r a i l  and fo l lowed I t  to  French 

Creek and C us te r 's  o ld camp, which they reached on 23 

December. They a t  once began b u i ld in g  a stockade some e ig h ty  

f e e t  square,  made o f  t h i r t e e n - f o o t  logs set th ree  fe e t  In to  

the ground. P ro te c t iv e  bastions p ro je c te d  from each corner  

to g ive  f la n k in g  f i r e  along the w a l l s .  The Army capta in  who 

l a t e r  removed the p a r ty  admitted th a t  I t  would have been an 

Impregnable defense against  every th ing  but a r t i l l e r y .  Ins ide  

the stockade they erected s ix  cabins ,  dug a shallow w e l l ,  and 

l a id  In a huge supply o f  firewood fo r  emergencies, completing  

the e n t i r e  operat ion  by 16 January 1875.^^

The log cabins were spaced about s ix  fe e t  a p a r t .  The 

Logan group's  cabin was roofed w i th  s p l i t  log t i l e s ,  a very

1Q̂The number o f  cabins In the  stockade Is v a r io u s ly  
given,  but the diagram o f  I t  drawn by Captain John Mix and 
copied In the O f f ic e  o f  the C h ie f  o f  Engineers 18 June 1875 
shows on ly  s ix ,  one a double cabin .  Pho tos ta t ,  Jennewein 
Western C o l l e c t i o n ,  Dakota Wesleyan U n iv e r s i t y ,  M i t c h e l l ,  
South Dakota. The stockade has been r e b u i l t  tw ice .  In 1925, 
and again by the C i v i l i a n  Conservation Corps In the 19 30 's.
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workmanlike a f f a i r .  The most unpretentious cabin was the  

T a l l e n t s ' ,  which was roofed w i th  poles covered w i th  spruce 

boughs and e a r th .  Mrs. T a l l e n t  assumes th a t  the poles were 

o f  quaking aspen since she l a t e r  remarked th a t  they c e r t a i n ­

ly  "quaked" when the wind blew. A d jo in in g ,  but not con­

nected, was Charles C orde iro 's  shack, his v io le n t  na ture  

having forced him to l i v e  a lone. E v id en t ly  Mrs. T a l l e n t  got 

on amicably w ith  him, for  he had to borrow her pot to  cook 

In and she his axe to chop firewood.

L i f e  In the camp was un e ve n t fu l .  Once a te n t  burned 

to the ground, and another time the burro a te  h a l f  a s ide  o f  

bacon--both having been l e f t  In charge o f  Mrs. T a l l e n t .  

Queried by the suspicious owners as to whether he a t e  I t  raw 

or f r i e d  I t ,  she r e p l ie d  tha t  "he d i d n ' t  w a i t  to cook I t - -  

he seemed to p r e fe r  I t  raw." To f i l l  In the time between 

such excitements Mrs. T a l l e n t  read the two books she had 

w ith  her, Paradise Lost and a humorous Engl Ish Orphans. u n t i l  

she could r e c i t e  them by h e a r t .  A tow ns lte ,  named Harney 

C i t y ,  was la id  out near the stockade, and ap paren t ly  another ,  

a t  the present s i t e  o f  Custer ,  th re e  miles above I t ,  where 

Russell and Aken spent most o f  t h e i r  time batching together  

under the p ro tec t ion  o f  an overhanging r o c k . ^ O

By the time the stockade and cabins were completed

H. Anderson, "Gordon Stockade," The Wl- 1voh l .
XV (February 1962), 7, gives the te x ts  o f  many Gordon p a r ty  
l e t t e r s ,  which mention the upper town. Harney C i ty  Is  In 
the Russell manuscript , 24.
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f r o s t  extended from one to th re e  f e e t  in to  the ground and

made prospecting d i f f i c u l t .  Some gold was discovered in the

stockade w e l l ,  and other  holes were put down, but both ice

and excessive w ater  kept most o f  them from showing more than

" c o lo r s . "  R. R. Whitney wrote  his  w i f e  th a t  he had seen as

high as 25C taken from a pan o f  g r a v e l ,  but th a t  i t  was so

cold th a t  he could only  devote the m idd le  o f  the day to

prospecting and panning. The miners estimated th a t  $10 a

day could be made by men working f u l l  t ime w i th  rockers,  but

they on ly  washed out $40 worth o f  gold during the e n t i r e
2 1month o f  January 1875.

On 6 February 1875 John Gordon and Eph W itcher  de­

cided to make t h e i r  way to c i v i l i z a t i o n  in the hope o f  b r in g ­

ing in more s e t t l e r s  and supp l ies .  Tw enty-three  days l a t e r  

they reached Yankton, where t h e i r  s to ry  created great  e x c i t e ­

ment. With them went encouraging l e t t e r s ,  one from T. H. 

R u s s e l l ,  which Gordon c a r r ie d  to Sioux C i t y ,  saying th a t  the  

gulch held p le n ty  o f  gold and a l l  t h a t  was needed was too ls  

to mine i t  and lumber to b u i ld  s lu ic e s  to wash i t  ou t .  On 

14 February James Blackwell  and Thomas McLaren b u i l t  what 

Mrs. T a l l e n t  c a l l e d  a "c o n t r iv a n c e ,"  a combination sled and 

c a r t ,  and departed w i th  i t  fo r  Fort  Laramie. On 6 March 

Newton Warren, Red Dan McDonald, J.  J .  W i l l ia m s ,  and Henry 

Thomas took the burro and l e f t  fo r  Fort  Laramie. A l e t t e r

21 Aken, Pioneers o f  the B lack H i l l s .  128.
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from R. R. Whitney which they c a r r ie d  to Cheyenne said " I

d o n ' t  want to c re a te  any excitement . . . but i f  I was a

young man I would emigrate  to the Black H i l l s  the f i r s t  
22chance I had." Whitney a lso advised h is  w i f e  th a t  he had 

set $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  as his goal before  leaving the H i l l s  and th a t  

he f e l t  t h a t ,  what w i th  frozen boots, guard duty in the wind 

and c o ld ,  and the general discomfort  o f  l i f e  a t  the Gordon 

Stockade, he would earn i t .

The Army did not stand by i d l y  w h i l e  the Gordon p a r t y  

entered the H i l l s .  General Sherman, w r i t i n g  from St.  Louis ,  

suggested th a t  the season was too f a r  advanced to send troops  

in p u r s u i t ,  but General Sheridan o v er ru le d  t h is  cautious ad­

v ic e ,  and in s is te d  th a t  the p a r ty  be ov er taken .  Accord ing ly  

a detachment o f  s o ld ie rs  from Fort Randall  under the command 

o f  Captain Thomas Murray Tolman fo l lowed the  exped it ion  in to  

the H i l l s  to  w i th in  a day 's  journey  from the  stockade. E i th e r  

the exhaustion o f  his troops or a k in d ly  d is p o s i t io n  toward 

the miners made Tolman abandon the p u r s u i t .  Indian agent  

H. W. Bingham a t  the Cheyenne Indian Agency a ls o  sent out  

scouts and troops to in te r c e p t  the Gordon p a r t y ,  but f a i l e d  

to make c o n ta c t .  L ieutenant  W i l l ia m  Henry W inters  went out  

from Fort Laramie, on ly  to  be .d r iven  back by the severe

cold.

22^^ R us s e l l 's  l e t t e r  is quoted in the Cheyenne D a i ly  
Leader, 8 March 1875, W hitney 's  in Anderson, "Gordon Stock-  
ade,'* 7 .

^^Eriksson, "Sioux C i t y  and the B lack H i l l s  Gold
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Captain Guy V. Henry on 24 December 1874 received  

orders from General E.O.C. Ord to go into the H i l l s  and r e ­

move the miners. On 26 December he set out from the Red 

Cloud Agency w i th  Troop D o f  the 3rd Cavalry ,  to which had 

been added f i f t e e n  men o f  the 9th In fa n t ry  under Lieutenant  

Louis Henry Carpenter.  Henry entered the H i l l s ,  but could 

not f in d  the miners.  On the return to the agency the s o l ­

d ie rs  were overtaken by a v i o l e n t  b l i z z a r d  and n e a r ly  f roze  

to death in the -4 0 °  weather before the command straggled  

in to  the Red Cloud Agency on 8 January 1875. The men were 

s t i l l  on the s i c k - l i s t  a t  Fort  Laramie on 22 February,  when 

Captain Henry app l ied  fo r  s ick  leave for  h im se lf  because o f  

f r o s t b i t e  and exposure.

When the prospectors J. J. W il l iam s and Red Dan Mc­

Donald a r r iv e d  a t  Fort  Laramie from the H i l l s  they were de­

ta ined  by the Army and used as guides fo r  the one successful  

expedit ion  against  the Gordon p a r ty .  On 23 March 1875 Cap­

ta in  John Mix, Lieutenant C. La Poin t ,  and Lieutenant Leonard 

Hay, w i th  Company M o f  the 2nd Cavalry l e f t  Fort  Laramie for  

the H i l l s .  They passed around the southern end o f  the moun­

ta i n s ,  s t ruck  Hinman's t r a i l  and followed i t  to a spot seven

Rush," 3 2 9 . Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 17 December 1874. Mes­
sage from the Pres ident ,  S e r ia l  T5^29, p. 10.

^^Message from the Pres ident ,  S e r ia l  1629, pp. 9 -10 .  
Brevet B r ig a d ie r  General Guy V. Henry, "A W inter  March to 
the Black H i l l s , "  Harper 's  Weekly. XXXIX (27 J u ly  1895),
7 0 0 . Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. I 3 , 21, 27 January 1875; 16,
22 February 1875.
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or  e ig h t  miles southeast o f  the Gordon Stockade. Here, on 

5 A p r i l ,  they set up what Mix c a l l e d  "Camp Success," and 

sent out scouts w i th  W i l l iam s  and McDonald. The miners 

were located and given two days to round up t h e i r  stock  

and pack up t h e i r  equipment, but as no wagons had been p ro ­

v id ed ,  and most o f  the c a t t l e  had s t ra yed ,  i t  proved impos­

s i b l e  fo r  them to take more than t h e i r  personal belongings.  

Mining too ls  and heavy equipment were cached in the stockade,  

on ly  to be stolen subsequently by Indians or by a l a t e r  group 

o f  p r o s p e c t o r s . 25 The s ix teen  remaining miners,  Mrs. T a l ­

l e n t ,  and her son Robert l e f t  the stockade w ith  Mix on 10 

A p r i l  and headed fo r  the Red Cloud Agency. I t  was as w e l l  

they d id ,  fo r  on the t r i p  they encountered Indian p a r t i e s  

coming in to  the H i l l s  a f t e r  them. The miners were released  

when they reached Fort  Laramie, having been w e l l  t r e a te d  by 

the troops.

The d iscover ies  made by the Gordon p a r ty  rece ived  

wide p u b l i c i t y  and soon s ta r te d  another rush. L e t te rs  

brought to  Sioux C i t y  by Gordon and W itcher  and to Cheyenne 

by McLaren and Blackwell  were w id e ly  published. The Sioux

2^Captain John Mix,  Report o f  Captain John Mix to  
the Post -A d ju tan t ,  Fort  Laramie, Wyoming T e r r i t o r y ,  19 A p r i l  
1875. Photostat copy. F i l e  13, Drawer 3, South Dakota H is ­
t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  P ie r r e .  The date o f  departure from the  
stockade is given by T a l l e n t  and Russell as the 6 th ,  by Aken 
as the 7 th ,  and Mix , whose record was made a t  the t ime and 
was o f  some importance to h is su per io rs ,  as the 10th. A 
photosta t  o f  M ix 's  map o f  his route to  the H i l l s  is in the  
Jennewein Western C o l l e c t i o n ,  Dakota Wesleyan U n iv e r s i t y ,  
M i t c h e l l ,  South Dakota.
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C i t y  Times a t  f i r s t  preserved a d is c r e e t  s i le n c e ,  but on 20 

February 1875 i t  noted th a t  the p a r t y  had been heard from 

and was doing w e l l .  On 4 March the Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader 

reported th a t  gold had been found from grass roots to bed­

rock, as w e l l  as numerous s i l v e r -  and go ld -bear ing  quar tz  

ledges. J. Newton Warren wrote  th a t  proper h y d ra u l ic  equip­

ment would pay $100 per day to the man, and stressed the  

need fo r  mining t o o ls ,  p ro v is io n s ,  and a sawmil l .  On 10 

March th ree  miners were reported to have l e f t  fo r  the H i l l s  

- - t h e  f i r s t  o f  the gold rushers o f  1875. Cheyenne was quick  

to  report  Eph W i tc h e r 's  recommendation th a t  the route  from 

Cheyenne, ra th e r  than th a t  from Sioux C i t y ,  be used by any 

miners going to the  H i l l s .

Witcher  did not fo l lo w  his own adv ice ,  fo r  he and

Gordon soon organized a p a r ty  o f  174 men and two women, and

planned to leave Sioux C i ty  fo r  the H i l l s  on 20 A p r i l  1875

w i th  tw enty -n ine  wagons. The p a r ty  was captured on 25 May

on the Niobrara by troops commanded by Captain Mark Walker.

U n fo r tu n a te ly  the e x ped it ion  stubbornly  refused to turn back

and when W alker 's  su p e r io r .  Captain Evan M i le s ,  a r r i v e d  on

the scene he burned a l l  t h e i r  wagons, except fo r  the one

ably  defended by Mrs. J.  W. B ro ck e t t ,  the w i f e  o f  the f i r s t

man to desert  the o r i g i n a l  Gordon p a r t y .  Gordon h im s e l f ,

as capta in  o f  the second ex p e d i t io n ,  was a r r e s t e d ,  t r i e d  a t
2 AOmaha, and r e l e a s e d . °  E v id en t ly  he never prospered th e re -

Z^McClintock, Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s . 30.
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a f t e r ,  fo r  Mrs. T a l l e n t  met him In Deadwood a few years 

l a t e r ,  broke and in debt.

W itcher  jo in e d  forces w i th  C o l l in s  and l e f t  fo r  

Chicago to t r y  to s t a r t  a t h i r d  e x p e d i t io n .  A f t e r  c o l l e c t ­

ing some $3 ,000  from prospec t ive  members they absconded, 

having b i lk e d  some 600 adventurers o f  f i v e  d o l la r s  ap iece .  

R us se l l ,  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i th  C o l l i n s ,  l a t e r  formed his own 

pa r ty  In Pennsylvania and wrote  a t  le a s t  one ch id ing l e t t e r  

to the  Cheyenne Leader mocking C o l l in s '  continued e f f o r t s  

to e s t a b l is h  a d i r e c t  route between Sioux C i t y  and the  

H I  11 s . 27 Meanwhile, T a l l e n t  and h is  fa m i ly  returned to  the  

H i l l s  In 1876, where Mrs. T a l l e n t  taught school and prepared  

a n o tab le  h i s t o r y  o f  the area and her adventures In I t .

Although successful In s t a r t i n g  a gold rush to the  

H i l l s ,  the e f f o r t s  o f  Sioux C i t y  and eastern  Dakota g e n e ra l ly  

did not r e s u l t  In the hoped-for  I n f l u x  o f  business. Sidney,  

Nebraska, and Cheyenne, Wyoming T e r r i t o r y ,  gave a qu icker  

and e a s ie r  access to the  H i l l s .  A l i v e l y  newspaper war f o l ­

lowed as each o f  the hopeful towns t r i e d  to  encourage m igra­

t io n  to  the  gold f i e l d s  w h i le  d isparaging I t s  neighbors.

27cheyenne D a l ly  Leader. 19 March 1875, 3 June 1876.



CHAPTER I I I 

BOOMING THE BLACK HILLS

The roundhouse a t  Cheyenne Is f i l l e d  every n ig h t ,  
With loa fers  and bummers o f  most every p l i g h t ;
On t h e i r  backs t h e r e 's  no c lo th es ,  in t h e i r  pockets 

no b i l l s .
Each day they keep s t a r t i n g  for  the dreary  Black 

Hi 1 Is .  1

To understand the Black H i l l s  gold rush i t  is neces­

sary to examine the way in which i t  was ad ve r t is ed  and the  

reasons why the nat ion  responded so w e l l .  The rush, which 

began w i th  the Gordon p a r ty  in 1874 and continued u n t i l  the  

Deadwood f i r e  in the f a l l  o f  1879, was not the re s u l t  o f  any 

s in g le  cause, but o f  the in te ra c t io n  o f  several  complementary 

pressures. The form which the rush assumed, the men who came 

to i t ,  and the routes by which they t ra v e le d  were a l l  shaped 

by the p u b l i c i t y  the H i l l s  received from the surrounding  

towns. Furthermore, the wide acceptance o f  t h is  promotion

was due la r g e ly  to cond it ions  in the United States a t  the

time.

In the 1870 's the United States was r ip e  fo r  a gold

^T ra d it iona l  song o f  the per iod .
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rush and the promotional outpourings o f  f r o n t i e r  towns f e l l  

upon eager and re c e p t iv e  ears.  As one p i lg r im  to the H i l l s  

put i t ,  a man c a n ' t  " s e t  comfortable by the  f i r e  when t h e r e 's  

gold in the h i l l s  o n ly  f i v e  hundred m iles  from his  door ."^  

Young men who had missed the C i v i l  War and o ld e r  men who had 

never gotten over i t s  excitement welcomed the o p p o r tu n i ty  

fo r  new adventures.  Ta lk  o f  successes in e a r l i e r  rushes,  

exaggerated by t ime and d is tance ,  encouraged p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

in a new one.

Not on ly  d id  the  gold beckon from the d is tance  but 

the dooryards o f  the  na t ion  were s in g u la r ly  u n a t t r a c t i v e .

The farm and f in a n c ia l  depression o f  1873 was in f u l l  swing. 

For four  years grasshoppers had swept over the Middle  West. 

The damage they did was so severe th a t  b i l l s  were presented  

to Congress fo r  the r e l i e f  o f  s e t t l e r s  who had been forced  

to abandon t h e i r  c la ims on p u b l ic  lands. Clouds o f  'hoppers 

hung over Fort  S u l l y ,  Dakota, " l i k e  coal smoke from a steam­

e r . "  In some places the insects covered the ground th re e  

or four inches deep. The s tory  o f  Dan Cavanagh who was 

"eaten a l i v e  by Kansas grasshoppers" may not be t r u e ,  but i t  

did not seem f a n t a s t i c  a t  the time. As the plague continued  

the governors o f  M is s o u r i ,  I l l i n o i s ,  Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska,  

Minnesota, and Dakota jo in e d  in appeals to  Congress fo r  a id  

to suppress th is  " e v i l  which has swollen in to  a scourge o f

2Martha Ferguson McKeown, Them Was the Days (L in c o ln ;  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Nebraska Press, 19617^ lé?.
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n a t io n a l  dimensions." When the Black H i l l s  gold rush began 

in 1 8 7 5  the farmers had a l re a d y  " r a is e d  th ree  crops fo r  the  

grasshoppers . . . and the men decided mining wasn 't  near  

as r i s k y  as farming.

The d is t r e s s  o f  the farmers caused by the d e s tru c ­

t io n  o f  t h e i r  crops was augmented by the f in a n c ia l  panic .  

Farm p r ice s  dropped. R a i l roads ,  whose b ra n c h - l in e  b u i ld in g  

had o f f e r e d  employment, l a id  o f f  co ns t ru c t io n  crews. In 

Nebraska as e a r ly  as 1874 seven thousand d e s t i t u t e  persons 

were threatened w i t h  s ta rv a t io n  be fore  the end o f  the w in te r ,  

Crime rates  went up a l l  over the na t io n  as jobs became 

scarce.  Bankruptcies from coast to  coast were d a i l y  news 

items. With f a i l u r e  fac ing  him a t  home a man did not need 

much encouragement to  seek his fo r tu n e  in the H i l l s . ^

Other motives played t h e i r  p a r t .  The vary ing  f o r ­

tunes o f  western mining camps re leased experienced prospec­

to rs  fo r  the Black H i l l s  rush. When V i r g i n i a  C i t y ,  Nevada, 

burned on 26 October 1875, many o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s  decided to  

make t h e i r  fortunes elsewhere. As the  Nevada mines began 

to lay o f f  t h e i r  miners in 1877, westerners  were in c l in e d  

to come to the hardrock o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o f  the northern H i l l s .

^Harper 's  W eek lv . XIX (2 January 1875), 3, and (31 
J u ly  1 8 7 5 ) ,  o l 5. Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader . 4 February 1877. 
House Miscel laneous Document No. 10, 44 th  Congress, 2nd Ses­
s ion ,  I (21 December 1876), S e r ia l  1762. McKeown, Them Was 
the  Days. 172.

^H arper 's  W eekly . X V I I I  (14 November 1874), 938. 
Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader . 12 December 1874.
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Many an impoverished western prospector  l iv ed  high on the  

s t o r ie s  he could t e l l  o f  gold and adventure and several such 

made t h e i r  l i v i n g  spreading t a l l  t a le s  o f  golden op p o r tu n i ty  

throughout the f r o n t i e r  towns. The M o l ly  Maguire t ro u b le s  

in the  Pennsylvania coal f i e l d s  doubtless brought s t i l l  more 

t r a in e d  miners to the H i l l s .  Epidemics o f  yellow fe v e r  in 

the M is s is s ip p i  V a l le y  brought the f e a r f u l  to seek a h e a l t h ­

ie r  c l im a te .  The extension o f  the Union P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  

to Sidney, Nebraska, and to Cheyenne, Wyoming, made i t  easy 

to  fo l lo w  an i n c l i n a t i o n  toward the H i l l s .

The p u b l i c i t y  the Black H i l l s  received was not en­

t i r e l y  fa v o ra b le .  Even Cheyenne a t  f i r s t  disparaged s t o r ie s  

o f  gold in the H i l l s  as fa b r ic a t io n s  designed to br ing un­

m er ited  business to Sioux C i ty .  The D a i ly  Leader published  

General C us te r 's  un favorab le  l e t t e r  to the New York W o r ld , 

which p re d ic te d  th a t  many who came to the  H i l l s  would go 

away d isappoin ted .  The Leader a lso urged th a t  no one go to  

the  H i l l s  a t  a l l  u n t i l  the Indian t i t l e  to the area had been 

ex t ingu ished .  General Sheridan, looking over Custer 's  r e ­

p o r t ,  said th a t  as gold "co lors"  could be found anywhere in 

the  western t e r r i t o r i e s  i t  was f o l l y  to search fo r  w ea l th  

in the  Black H i l l s  a lone .  Agent H. W. Bingham o f  the  

Cheyenne Agency t r i e d  to  p ro tec t  h is  Sioux charges from i n ­

vading miners by p r e d ic t in g  th a t  they would " re turn  w i th  

much less w ea lth  than they had when they embarked," even i f  

they managed to evade the troops on the t r a i l .  Other mining
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areas ,  anxious to keep t h e i r  po p u la t ion ,  attempted to d e f l a t e  

s to r ie s  o f  Black H i l l s  gold or  stressed the  growing danger 

from the in c re as in g ly  h o s t i l e  I n d i a n s . 5

The S c i e n t i f i c  American, a t  the very  moment the Hi 11s 

began to boom, urged th a t  on ly  men r ich  enough to work the  

quartz  claims should go to them, and termed reports o f  r ic h  

placers  " the  most barefaced fa b r ic a t io n s ,  got up by miners 

who wish to s e l l  t h e i r  c la im s ."  Harper 's  Weekly supposed 

c o r r e c t l y  th a t  much o f  the p u b l i c i t y  came from the western 

c i t i e s  which hoped to p r o f i t  from a new mining fe ve r ,  and 

suggested to i t s  readers th a t  "more money would be made by 

steady honest e f f o r t  a t  home" than in the hazardous t r i p  to  

the H i l l s .  Harper 's  a lso  urged th a t  mines c loser  to home 

might be as p r o f i t a b l y  worked, and t h a t ,  a l l  t o l d .  Black  

H i l l s  gold was found in such small q u a n t i t i e s  tha t  gathering  

i t  would pay only low wages instead o f  the  adver t is ed  f o r ­

tunes.^

News from the H i l l s  was o f ten  c o n f l i c t i n g .  Many i n ­

experienced miners came a l i t t l e  d is tance  in to  the area and 

then r e t r e a te d ,  w ithou t  e i t h e r  the o p p o r tu n i ty  or  the a b i l i t y

^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 25 January 1875. Sheridan's  
report  is given by George W. Kingsbury, Hi s to ry  o f  Dakota 
T e rr i  to ry  (5 v o l s . ;  Chicago: S. J. C la rke  Publishing Com­
pany, 1 9 ) 5 ) ,  I , 8 8 3 . Bingham is quoted by A. J.  Larsen, 
e d . . "Black H i l l s  Gold Rush." North Dakota H is t o r ic a l  Ouar- 
t e r l y . VI (1 9 32 ) ,  306.

^S c i e n t i f i c  American, n. s. XXXiV (22 A p r i l  1876),
262. H arper 's  Weekly. XX (11 March 1876). 207 (15 A p r i l  
1876), 3 0 7 , anJ (% May 1876) , 376.
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to assess the va lue o f  the  mines. Such greenhorns exag­

gerated the danger from the  Indians and the po ver ty  o f  the  

p la ce rs  and ledges, o f ten  w i th o u t  seeing e i t h e r .  F a i l in g  

to r e a l i z e  t h e i r  glowing e x p ec ta t io n s ,  they denounced the  

H i l l s  as a delusion and a snare.  Richard B. Hughes, an 

e a r l y  H i l l s  j o u r n a l i s t ,  n o t ic e d  th a t  most o f  the  men who 

l e f t  the H i l l s  went out through B u f fa lo  Gap toward the e a s t ,  

and were probably te n d e r f e e t  from Iowa and Nebraska. One 

such group was thrown in to  a panic by the s ig h t  o f  some 

small prospect holes in the  f o o t h i l l s ,  which they assumed 

to be newly-dug graves fo r  the v ic t im s  o f  an Indian r a id .  

Many such l u r id  ta le s  o f  Indian a t r o c i t i e s ,  robb e r ies ,  and 

hardship were concocted by the te n d e r fe e t  and c i r c u l a t e d  as 

v a l i d  excuses fo r  abandoning a t r i p  to the m i n e s . 7

Newspaper a r t i c l e s  were a lso  o f ten  unkind to the  

H i l l s .  An occasional correspondent,  n e t t l e d  by some sup­

posed s l i g h t ,  o f ten  found revenge in debunking p re te n t io u s  

cla ims o f  gold in the H i l l s  or  the convenience o f  a p a r t i c u ­

la r  rou te  to them. One such w r i t e r ,  who had in s is te d  on the  

most comfortab le  seat in the  stage from Rapid C i t y  to Sidney,  

was loaded down w ith  l i e s  and preposterous rumors. In to  his  

re c e p t iv e  ear the stage d r i v e r  poured w i ld  t a l e s  o f  road-  

agents,  Indian massacres, and v ic iou s  animals.  At la s t  the

^Richard B. Hughes, Pioneer Years i n . t h e  Black H i l l s  
(G lend a le ,  C a l i f o r n i a ;  A r th u r  H. C lark  Company, 1957) , 33-  
34, 4 0 -4 1 ,  72.
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joke  broke down when the d r i v e r  t r i e d  to make him b e l ie v e  

th a t  Pumpkin Creek was the Sweetwater, s o -c a l le d  because 

there  was a "sugar spring" a t  i t s  source. Leander P. 

Richardson, reported to have been murdered by Indians near 

Cheyenne, w rote  an a r t i c l e  c r i t i c a l  o f  the H i l l s  fo r  

S c r ib n e rs . The Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader r e t a l i a t e d  by r e f e r r in g  

to him ever a f te rw ard  as "L. Puttyhead Richardson."  Consid­

er ing  the s t o r ie s  which were sent to the eastern papers, i t  

is more than l i k e l y  th a t  as many were " s la in "  in the press 

as were a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d  by the  Indians.®

Although eastern p u b l i c i t y  fo r  the H i l l s  was some­

times u n fav orab le ,  th a t  generated in the towns around the 

H i l l s  made up fo r  i t .  From Bismarck south to  Sioux C i ty  

and Yankton and westward to  Sidney and Cheyenne, the o u t f i t ­

t in g  towns clamored fo r  the t ra d e  and a t t e n t io n  o f  p o te n t ia l  

gold rushers.  These e f f o r t s  were soon aided by newspapers 

es tab l ish e d  in the H i l l s ,  each w i th  i t s  own t a l e  to t e l l  and 

route to  promote.

Bismarck, Dakota T e r r i t o r y ,  showed an e a r ly  in te r e s t  

in the H i l l s .  Founded in 1873 w i th  the a r r i v a l  o f  the North­

ern P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  and u n t i l  1878 the western terminus o f  

th a t  l i n e ,  Bismarck looked fo r  a b r is k  flow o f  t r a v e l e r s ,  

some from the east by r a i l  and others from the south by Mis­

souri R iver  steamer. C us te r 's  t r a i l  from Fort  L inco ln ,

^ 1b i d . . 261-65.  Leander P. Richardson, "A T r ip  to 
the Black H i l l s , "  S c r ib n e rs . X I I I  (A p r i l  1877).
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Improved and re located  by Ben Ash in 1875, was the best-  

known route to the H i l l s .  Bismarck's po s i t io n  seemed se­

cure. H ora t io  N. Ross, the prospector who had found gold 

w ith  Custer in 18?4, led a p a r t y  to the mines l a t e  in 1875. 

Other groups q u ic k ly  fo l low ed .  Stage and f r e i g h t  l ines  were 

organized and as l a t e  as 1878 Bismarck hoped fo r  a major 

share o f  Black H i l l s  t r a v e l .  The t r a i l ,  however, was a 

long one--220 miles from Bismarck to Deadwood--and led 

across the North Dakota Bad Lands where the Indians were 

h o s t i l e .  T ra v e le rs  soon came to  p r e fe r  po ints  o f  departure  

nearer the H i l l s ,  and roads e a s ie r  and sa fer  to  t r a v e l . 9

Sioux C i t y ,  Iowa, whose schemes had helped p r e c i p i ­

t a t e  the rush, d id  her best to  a t t r a c t  o u t f i t t i n g  business,  

but she su f fe re d  from an insuperable  geographical handicap. 

The t r a v e l e r  who fo l lowed a d i r e c t  t r a i l  from Sioux C i ty  to  

the H i l l s  passed through Yankton and could as w e l l  buy his  

o u t f i t  th e re .  To overcome t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  Sioux C i t y  pro ­

moted the " s a n d h i l l s  route" which followed the Gordon pa r ty  

t r a i l  westward along the N iob ra ra ,  thence north to the H i l l s .  

I t  was a long and d i f f i c u l t  t r a i l ,  and, l i k e  the Bismarck 

route ,  passed through Bad Lands country and the Sioux re s e r ­

v a t io n .

. Leonard Jennewein, "Ben Ash and the T r a i l  
B la ze rs ,"  South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XXV (1 9 5 1 ) ,  
300-305.  George Watson Smith, manuscript d ia ry  o f  a t r i p  
to Bismarck, 1878, in possession o f  the w r i t e r .  Yankton 
Press and Dakota ian.  11 and 22 December 1875.
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Cheyenne q u ic k ly  po inted out th a t  the Gordon pa r ty  

had taken 78 days to  get to  the H i l l s  from Sioux C i t y  but 

less than a month to  come out to Cheyenne. Sioux C i t y  was 

accused o f  ca r ing  on ly  fo r  the o u t f i t t i n g  business th a t  the  

miners brought in ,  and o f  forming not mining exped it ions  to 

show t h e i r  f a i t h  in the H i l l s  but t ra n s p o r ta t io n  companies 

" to  m i lk  and b i l k "  the t r a v e l e r s .  Eph W itcher ,  who had ac­

companied both Gordon p a r t i e s ,  hoped to haul f r e i g h t  in to  

the H i l l s ,  but in J u ly  1875 he abandoned his p lans ,  saying 

i t  was impossible to get wagon t r a in s  into the region.  Un­

favorab le  p u b l i c i t y ,  as w e l l  as na tura l  d isadvantages, soon 

reduced Sioux C i t y ' s  eminence as a ju m p ing -o f f  p o in t .

Yankton, the c a p i t a l  o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y ,  met w ith  

b e t te r  success. The town was on the Missouri R iver  and con­

nected to  the Union P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  by the Dakota Southern.  

I t  had been promoting the H i l l s  since 1861, and was f ix e d  

in eastern minds as a gateway to  the gold f i e l d s .  A t r a v e l e r  

could come to Yankton from the south by boat,  or  from the  

east by t r a i n ,  o u t f i t  h im s e l f ,  and reach the mines in a few 

days. Steamers ran north  to Fort  P ie r re ,  a s t ra g g l in g  v i l ­

lage o f  twenty houses a t  the mouth o f  the Bad R iv e r ,  where 

the adventurer  took a stage or wagon westward. By e a r ly  

1 8 7 6  p a r ty  a f t e r  p a r ty  was o u t f i t t i n g  a t  Yankton. Two f re e

^^Erik McKinley Eriksson, "Sioux C i ty  and the Black 
H i l l s  Gold Rush, 1874-1877," Iowa Journal o f  H is to ry  and 
P o l i t i c s . XX (J u ly  1922), 319-47 ,  is inva lu ab le .
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recept ion  centers  were set up fo r  miners,  each w i t h  cooking,  

s le ep in g ,  and re c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  S ta t io n e ry  and read­

ing m at te r  were a lso provided so th a t  the t r a v e l e r  could  

read o f  the best routes to the  H i l l s  and then w r i t e  home and 

t e l l  h is  f r ie n d s  about them.

Yankton a lso worked c lo s e ly  w i th  o ther  towns to  pro ­

mote not o n ly  the H i l l s  but the  farming o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o f  

eastern  Dakota. I t  was hoped th a t  the prospec t ive  immigrant  

who was unmoved by e i t h e r  perhaps might be won by both,  and 

t h a t  to  boost Yankton and the  H i l l s  was to boost the e n t i r e  

southern p a r t  o f  the t e r r i t o r y .

Businessmen in Yankton were not on ly  in te r e s t e d  in 

o u t f i t t i n g  the miners but o f te n  went to the mines. Th e ir  

l e t t e r s  from the H i l l s  were passed on to the e d i t o r  o f  the  

D a i ly  Press and D akota ian . Those which were e n th u s ia s t ic  

about the gold prospects or  the  Yankton route were published  

and copies o f  the paper sent to  o th e r  e d i t o r s .  Warnings,  

l i k e  th a t  o f  young Don Shannon who t o ld  o f  an un fo r tu n a te  

who spent s ix  weeks on the Cheyenne t r a i l ,  were a ls o  p r in te d  

to d isparage o ther  f r o n t i e r  towns. When the D a i ly  Press and 

Dakotaian heard o f  the a r r e s t  o f  the Gordon p a r ty  i t  fe igned  

amazement. I f  the p a r ty  had taken the sand h i l l  rou te ,  said  

the D a k o ta ia n . i t  could not have been a rres ted  s ince i t  was 

in country  which the troops had been unable to e n t e r - - a  bar ­

ren w i Id e rnes s  where "curlews and sandpipers have to c a r ry  

r a t i o n s . ^

1 1 Yankton D a i ly  Press and Dakota ian . 28 A p r i l  1875,
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Even when the Army closed the route from Fort P ie r re  

to the H i l l s  on 1 June 1876, c la im ing  th a t  the troops could 

no longer p ro te c t  the t r a v e l e r s ,  Yankton continued prosper­

ous. The r is e  o f  two unexpected competi tors shared but never  

captured her bonanza.

Several v i l l a g e s  along the Union P a c i f i c  in n o r th ­

western Nebraska hoped to  p r o f i t  from the Black H i l l s  gold 

rush. Only Sidney, however, was a b le  to  c a p i t a l i z e  on i t  

f u l l y .  This town, o f  less than f i v e  hundred persons, owed 

i t s  success as an o u t f i t t i n g  p o in t  to i t s  newspapers, i t s  

lo ca t io n ,  and i t s  bridge across the North P l a t t e .

Joseph Gossage, e d i to r  o f  the Sidney Te legraph , 

q u ic k ly  saw what a Black H i l l s  boom could do fo r  Sidney.

He pra ised the  H i l l s ,  promoted the e x is t in g  t r a i l  to  Red 

Cloud, and boasted o f  S idney's v i r t u e s  as a m e rc an t i le  

ce n te r .  His own advice proved too much fo r  him. In 1878 

he moved to Rapid C i ty  where he es tab l ish ed  the Black H i l l s  

Journa1. There Gossage continued to boost Sidney, the  

nearest  shipping p o in t ,  hoping th a t  any one who o u t f i t t e d  

there  would come to the mines by way o f  Rapid C i ty .

S idney's  lo c a t io n ,  some 180 miles  south and east o f  

the H i l l s ,  was another p o in t  in i t s  favor .  No town save 

Cheyenne was as c lose ,  and Sidney was nearer  the East. I t s  

t r a i l  toward the H i l l s ,  a l re a d y  w e l l  es tab l ished  as f a r  as

19 March 1876.
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the Red Cloud Agency, had p le n ty  o f  wood and w ater ,  as w e l l  

as m i l i t a r y  p ro te c t io n  from the agency troops. The only  

drawback was the P l a t t e  R iver  crossing 35 miles north o f  

town.

I f  Old P l a t t e  d i d n ' t  have enough water  on top to 

drown a man, said the  o ld  t im ers ,  she'd suck him down to  

where i t  was. The r i v e r ,  about s ix  hundred yards wide, was 

dangerous when f looded and treacherous w i th  quicksand when 

shallow. A government f e r r y  and l a t e r  a br idge a t  Fort 

Laramie a t  f i r s t  drew many p a r t ie s  westward away from Sidney, 

simply to cross the r i v e r .  A l l  th is  was changed on 10 May 

1 8 7 6 , when Henry T. C larke  completed his North P l a t t e  br idge  

and opened the way from Sidney to the H i l l s .  The br idge was 

two thousand fe e t  long, composed o f  s ix ty -o n e  wooden spans. 

M a te r ia ls  fo r  i t  had been c a r r ie d  to Sidney f re e  o f  charge 

by the Union P a c i f i c ,  and the government provided troops and 

a f o r t  fo r  i t s  p r o t e c t io n .  Once the br idge was completed, 

Sidney began to boom.

During Ju ly  $5 ,869 worth o f  gold came down the t r a i l  

to Sidney and prospectors began moving northward over i t .

Two stage l in e s .  Marsh and Stevenson, and Gilmer and 

S a l isbu ry ,  were unable to ca rry  the t h i r t y  to e ig h ty  miners 

who sought passage every day. F i f t y  to s e v e n ty - f iv e  f r e ig h t  

wagons l e f t  d a i l y  fo r  the H i l l s  when weather pe rm it ted ,  and 

even these could not meet the demand fo r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n .  

Sidney remained a major shipping po int  fo r  the H i l l s  u n t i l
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the r a i l r o a d  came to Rapid C i ty  in the i 8 6 0 ' s.

S idney 's  p r o s p e r i ty  may be gauged by the v i r u le n c e  

w ith  which Cheyenne, her c losest  com pet i tor ,  attempted to  

wrest away her business. Sidney, sa id the Cheyenne D a i ly  

Leader on 21 J u ly  1877, had only th re e  or four p id d l in g  

merchants whose e n t i r e  stock would not f i l l  two wagons.

The populat ion was composed.of border outlaws and escaped 

conv ic ts .  Even the b r i e f e s t  stop found the t r a v e l e r  su r ­

rounded and robbed by these r u f f i a n s .  There were one hundred 

cases o f  smallpox in Sidney and no town government to  prevent  

fu r t h e r  spread o f  the disease.  T ransporta t ion  to the H i l l s  

consisted o f  worn-out wagons drawn by unmanageable mules.

The few s ta t io n s  along the Sidney-Black Hi 1 Is t r a i l  fed 

stage passengers a t  $1 .50  a head on mouldy hardtack and ran­

c id  bacon sto len from the government. The br idge across the  

P l a t t e ,  which was about to c o l la p s e ,  charged each passenger  

a d o l l a r  apiece and emigrants f i v e  to ten d o l la r s  a wagon.

No wood and water  were a v a i l a b l e  along the t r a i l ,  except fo r  

sagebrush and b u f fa lo  wallows. The few so ld ie rs  a t  Red Cloud 

could not contro l  the th ieves  and murderers,  both red and 

w h ite ,  who w a i ted  to pounce upon the t r a v e l e r .  This so r t  o f  

d i a t r i b e  is ty p ic a l  o f  the jo urna l ism  o f  the pe r io d .  Yet ,  

in s p i te  o f  i t ,  Sidney developed a la s t in g  business w i th  the  

Hi 1 1 s .12

I^Norbert  R. Mahnken, "The Sidney-Black H i l l s  T r a i l , "  
Nebraska H i s t o r y . XXX (September 1949) , 203-25.  Cheyenne 
D a i ly  Leader. 2T February 1877.
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Cheyenne, in the southeastern corner o f  Wyoming, 

was, l i k e  Sidney, on the Union P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d .  A w e l l -  

t r a v e le d  road led northward to Fort  Laramie, where the t r a v ­

e l e r  could cross the North P l a t t e  by government f e r r y ,  and 

a f t e r  December 1875, by the famous iron br idge .  This combi­

na t ion  o f  r a i l  t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  m i l i t a r y  p r o te c t io n ,  and a 

w el l -m arked and convenient t r a i l  made Cheyenne the most suc­

cessfu l  town booming the H i l l s .  Western miners who turned  

toward the new mines were accustomed to doing business in 

Cheyenne and found i t  the nearest  as w e l l  as the most ex­

perienced o u t f i t t i n g  ce nte r .

Cheyenne a t  f i r s t  was cautious about promoting the  

new gold d is c o v e r ie s .  The Black H i l l s  lay ins ide  the Sioux 

rese rv a t io n  and i t  seemed unwise to encourage an invasion  

o f  them which might p r e c i p i t a t e  an Indian war and cut o f f  

business a l t o g e t h e r .  The D a i lv  Leader on one hand urged 

prospectors to  w a i t  u n t i l  Indian t i t l e  to the H i l l s  was ex­

t in g u is h e d ,  and on the o ther  ran an a r t i c l e  day a f t e r  day 

boasting o f  Cheyenne's advantages as an o u t f i t t i n g  p o in t .

A committee, es tab l ished  by businessmen in the f a l l  o f  18?4, 

answered i n q u i r i e s ,  u s u a l ly  by sending issues o f  the D a i lv  

Leader. E d i t io n s  o f  50,000 copies were p r in te d  on 17 and 

30 A p r i l  1 8 7 5 . As the t o t a l  populat ion o f  Wyoming a t  th a t  

t ime was about 2 0 ,00 0 ,  i t  is ev ident  th a t  these were intended 

fo r  a d v e r t is in g  ou ts ide  the s t a t e .  The e d i t o r  went in to  the  

horse business, a d v e r t is in g  th a t  "Black H i l l e r s  can now
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s e le c t  a good team o f  horses a t  H. G la f k e 's , "  an e n te r p r is e  

which probably did not dampen h is  enthusiasm for  the Black  

Hi 1 I s . 13

The ambivalence o f  recommending a gold rush to  the  

H i l l s  w h i le  urging the miners to  keep out o f  the reserva t ion  

was soon resolved. The Dai 1 y Leader . w i th  the h a z ie s t  idea 

o f  geography, in s is te d  th a t  the mines were not in Dakota, 

but in eastern Wyoming, not on the reservat ion  a t  a l l .

During the spring o f  1876 the  Leader was faced w i t h  

another d i f f i c u l t  dec is ion .  Indian ra id s ,  reports o f  which 

could not be suppressed, in c re a s in g ly  threatened access to 

the H i l l s .  To f u r t h e r  p u b l ic i z e  these depredations in the  

hope o f  o b ta in in g  more m i l i t a r y  p ro te c t io n  might turn eastern  

t r a v e l e r s  to  Sidney or Yankton, or e ls e  discourage them a l t o ­

ge ther .  Only the outbreak o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  broke t h is  impasse. 

On 18 May the Leader brought i t s e l f  to  appeal fo r  s t i l l  more 

troops to  p ro te c t  communications w i th  the H i l l s .  Despite  

these Indian ra id s ,  which to some ex ten t  a f fe c te d  a l l  the  

t r a i l s ,  Cheyenne became the leading o u t f i t t i n g  town and po in t  

o f  departu re  fo r  the H i l l s .

The columns o f  the D a i lv  Leader r e f l e c t  the growing

I^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 13 May 1875. Agnes Wright  
Spring ,  Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage and Express Routes 
(G lenda le ,  C a l i f o r n i a ;  Arthur  H. C la rk  Company, 1949),  
t e l l s  Cheyenne’ s s to ry  in d e t a i l .  Douglas Crawford Mc- 
M u r t r i e ,  E a r ly  P r in t in g  in Wyoming and the Black H i l l s  (H a t -  
t ie s b u rg ,  M is s is s ip p i ;  The Book Farm, 1943), is based mainly  
on the f i les o f  the Cheyenne papers.
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Impact o f  the gold rush on Cheyenne. Every a r r i v a l  and de­

p a r tu re  o f  miners was recorded. A column o f  news from the  

mines e n t i t l e d  "Black H i l l s  Items" became a regu lar  fe a tu re ,  

fo llowed by a specia l  weekly e d i t io n  sent to the mines. In 

1 8 7 7  a correspondent, one Rapherty, went In person and ample 

space was given to his voluminous l e t t e r s  from the booming 

camps. For months the Leader ran an a r t i c l e  on "The Black  

HI 11s - - In fo rm at ion  o f  In te r e s t  to Those Who are  Going to  

Them." This gave curren t  pr ices  o f  equipment and supp l ies ,  

and a ta b le  o f  distances between stops along the t r a i l .  

Advertisements o f  o u t f i t t e r s  and ranches along the way ap­

peared f r e q u e n t ly ,  along w ith  the news o f  the committee's  

a c t i v i t i e s  and appeals fo r  s t i l l  more money fo r  a d v e r t is in g .  

Le t te rs  from successful miners were publ ished ,  and large  

shipments o f  go ld,  one worth n e ar ly  $250 ,000 ,  were o f ten  

mentioned. Imply ing th a t  there  was s t i l l  more where th a t  

came from.

Newspapers In the Black H i l l s ,  which a re  discussed  

In more d e t a i l  as socia l  phenomena, continued the work o f  

promotion which the f r o n t i e r  towns had so a b ly  begun. The 

Black H i l l s  P io n e e r , a Deadwood weekly ,  appeared 8 June 1876. 

Within  a month I t  had arranged to have from 150,000 to  

200,000 stereotyped fa c s im i le  copies run o f f  In Chicago for  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  on r a i l r o a d s  and newsstands. Other weekl ies  

followed q u ic k ly  In Centra l  C i ty ,  Lead, Rapid C i ty ,  Rocker- 

v l 1 le ,  C u s te r , and Rochford. Joseph Gossage's Rapid C i ty
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B1 ack m i l s  Journa 1 ran a v a r io u s ly  t i t l e d  column fo r  the  

ou ts ide  w o r ld ,  which in one issue was labeled  "Mining Men­

t io ns  from a l l  the Gelt  Producing L o c a l i t i e s - -Come to the  

Black H i l l s  and Partake o f  Our W ea lth ."  News from other  

mining areas in the West, e s p e c ia l l y  L e a d v i l l e ,  Colorado,  

appeared f r e q u e n t ly .  This was doubtless fo r  the b e n e f i t  o f  

western miners,  and as i t  was g e n e ra l ly  bad news, i t  was 

probably  intended to keep them in the H i l l s .

The miners who had jo in e d  the rush were o f  course  

u n w i l l in g  to  be thought foo ls  fo r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  and so w ro te  

home glowing accounts o f  t h e i r  own or t h e i r  neighbors' suc­

cesses. These l e t t e r s  were published in the w r i t e r s '  home 

towns, and, as was the custom o f  the t imes, copied as "ex ­

changes" by o ther  newspapers across the country .  The number 

o f  successful miners who wrote home is a good deal la rg e r  

than the number o f  successful ones who came home.

A more organized p u b l i c i t y  e f f o r t  was the Black H i l l s  

Mining Bureau set up a t  Deadwood in 1877 by Messrs. Woolley  

and Wilson. The Bureau, intended to disseminate mining i n ­

form at ion ,  was a lso  w i l l i n g  to t ra n s a c t  real  e s ta t e  business 

so i t s  advice may not have been t o t a l l y  unbiased.

An as ton ish ing  number o f  books and pamphlets were 

published to a d v e r t is e  the H i l l s  and advise the miners. At 

lea s t  twenty appeared between 1865 and 1879, some w ith  

copious i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and d e t a i l e d  maps. Many contained ad­

vert isements fo r  r a i l r o a d s ,  stage l in e s ,  e a t in g  houses, and
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s u p p l ie rs .  These as a r u le  were aimed a t  promoting business 

in s p e c i f i c  towns. H a l f -a -dozen  maps o f  routes to the H i l l s  

and o f  gold f i e l d s  w i t h in  them were a v a i l a b l e .  F ro n t ie r  

towns g e n e ra l ly  boosted the one th a t  showed them in the most 

fa vorab le  l i g h t ,  and pointed out inaccuracies in the re s t .^ ^  

The e f f e c t  o f  these u n in h ib i te d  p u b l ic a t io n s  was 

v o lca n ic .  The ir  advice  was prud en t ly  d i re c te d  to " th e  i n t e l ­

l ig e n t  and d i l i g e n t "  but every reader assumed th a t  they meant 

him. The son o f  a p rospect ive  miner t e l l s  the story :

Tay lor  Brothers a t  Yankton had got out a hundred- 
page guide book th a t  sold fo r  f i f t y  cents and i t
had two maps o f  the gold mines, and p ic tu r e s ,  and
every th ing  a body would ever want to  know about how 
to get there  and what to take .  Father got hold o f  
one o f  them books, but when he t r i e d  to read to  
Mama about how " th e re  was a fo r tu n e  in gold nuggets 
w a i t in g  fo r  every man brave enough to  go a f t e r  i t , "  
she j u s t  went r ig h t  on t a lk in g  about how we was a l l  
going to  work hard and pay o f f  what we owed on them 
cows.

Neverthe less ,  "Father"  went to the Hi  1 1 s . 5̂

The w r i t t e n  word was fo l lowed up by personal promo­

t io n .  Z. Swaringen i e f t  the H i l l s  fo r  Washington in December

1 8 7 5  w i th  f i f t e e n  ounces o f  gold he had taken from Cast le  

Creek. Judge W. W. Brookings went to Boston in the spring  

o f  1 8 7 6  where he addressed large crowds and urged the poor 

o f  the  East to m igra te  to Dakota. W. H. Wood sent a shipment

Leonard Jennewein, Black H i l l s  Book T r a i l s  
( M i t c h e l l :  Dakota T e r r i t o r y  Centennia l Commission, T9F2),
2 7 - 2 9 , and 46 -5 4 ,  is e s p e c ia l l y  good on gold rush books.

^^McKeown, Them Was the Davs. 167-68.
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o f  c a r e f u l l y  se lec ted  ore from Custer to  Omaha fo r  smelt ing ,  

and i t s  va lue ,  $4 ,51 6 .2 6  to the ton ,  was w id e ly  p u b l ic iz e d .

A good assay was always inva lu ab le  in promoting a mine and 

any questions about i t s  honesty were l a id  to rest  by the  

thought th a t  no one could r e a l l y  ask a miner to haul poor 

ore a l l  the way to Omaha. Wood's s e le c t io n ,  however, does 

seem to have been more than reasonably ju d ic io u s .

A Dr. Nichols o f  Deadwood went to the Centennial  Ex­

p o s i t io n  a t  P h i la d e lp h ia  ca rry in g  seventy bushels o f  gravel  

and a s t r in g  o f  s lu ic e  boxes, to show the easterners  how to  

wash out p la c e r  gold. A group o f  hardrock miners went to  

Chicago w i th  a ton o f  ore and Smokey Jones, a miner who p ro ­

posed to gr ind out gold w i th  a m ortar ,  p e s t le ,  and pan. ,

C. W. Meyer toured the country t r y in g  to  p u b l ic i z e  the H i l l s ,  

but h is  e f f o r t s  were a f a i l u r e ,  fo r  the D a i ly  Leader reported  

in May 1877 th a t  he had made more enemies than f r ie n d s .

From the beginning the gold rush brought business 

to the towns around the H i l l s .  Gun shops, hardware, and 

drygoods stores a l l  prospered. Rubber boots, needed fo r  the  

muddy p la c e rs ,  boomed as an a r t i c l e  o f  commerce. A "complete  

camp c h e s t ,"  w i th  compartments holding food fo r  four fo r  f i f ­

teen days could be purchased; grocers were d e l ig h te d  to stock  

i t ,  and to provide s t i l l  more p ro v is io n s .  Wagons and the  

teams or yokes o f  oxen necessary to  haul them to  the H i l l s  

met w i th  ready sa le ,  but more than one anxious prospector  

dispensed w i th  business f o r m a l i t i e s  in order  to obtain im-
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mediate t ra n s p o r ta t io n  to the H i l l s .  A thoughtfu l  Cheyenne 

barber ran an ad boosting the gold f i e l d s ,  but cautioned the  

prospector "before  you s t a r t ,  go to H a rd in 's  barber shop, 

on Eddy S t r e e t ,  and get your h a i r  c u t . "  For those who had 

come to the f r o n t i e r  w i th  misgivings th e re  was always 

Humphrey's Homeopathic Number 28, a d v er t is ed  as a sure cure 

fo r  "nervous d e b i l i t y ,  v i t a l  weakness or depression, a weak 

exhausted f e e l i n g ,  no energy or courage, the  r e s u l t  o f  mental 

overwork, in d is c r e t io n ,  or  excess."  The o u t f i t t e r s  were 

ready fo r  business.

'^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader, passim, and 14 May 1875. 
Yankton D a i ly  Press and OakotiTan. passim, and 24 March
1876.



CHAPTER IV 

THE GOLD RUSH IN THE SUMMER OF 1875

In the v a l l e y  o f  Custer ,  the park w i th  I t s  c lu s t e r  
Of l i t t l e  log cabins spread out on the green.
'T is  the v a l l e y  o f  Custer ,  where o f t  we did muster.  

And drank to the brave from the s o l d i e r ' s  ca n te e n . '

Stimulated and supplied by the f r o n t i e r  towns, the  

miners began to head fo r  the H i l l s  during the e a r ly  months 

o f  1875. The w e l l -equ ipped  " p i l g r i m , "  as he was c a l l e d ,  had 

a rubber ground-sheet, rubber h ip -b o o ts ,  two woolen b la n k e ts ,  

and a r i f l e ,  p i s t o l ,  and ammunition. Two t i n  p la t e s ,  a d i p ­

p e r ,  k n i f e ,  fo rk ,  and large spoon, some towels ,  and matches,  

completed his personal o u t f i t .  Two men together  might c a r ry  

a round-pointed s tee l  shovel ,  m iner 's  p ic k ,  and other  mining 

equipment. Messes o f  f i v e  or  s ix  shared a Dutch oven, f r y in g  

pan, t i n  p a i l ,  handsaw, axe, and t e n t .  A rm y-sty le  p rov is ions  

fo r  th re e  months cost less than $20 per man, and the e n t i r e  

personal o u t f i t  came to about $50. A mess might buy i t s  own 

team and wagon, or h i r e  space in a wagon t r a i n  a l re a d y  headed 

fo r  the H i l l s .  In e i t h e r  case, the men walked behind the

^Captain Jack Crawford, The Poet Scout (San Fran­
c isco :  H. K e l le r  & Co. ,  1879), IW .

75
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wagon, fo r  i t  was I n v a r ia b ly  f u l l  o f  food and equipment.

Some o f  the e a r l y  prospectors were experienced f r o n ­

t ie rsm en,  l i k e  C a l i f o r n i a  Joe (Moses M i l n e r )  and his p a r ty ,  

who came in to  the H i l l s  in March 1875, but saw so many Indian  

signs th a t  they q u ic k ly  l e f t .  Others, l i k e  Wade P o r te r ,  were 

guided by scouts and advised by old  prospectors .  P o r te r 's  

exper ience is a ty p ic a l  one. He jo in e d  a group o f  prospec­

to rs  a t  the Red Cloud Agency and in A p r i l  journeyed w i th  them 

to  the  Gordon p a r t y 's  diggings on French Creek. Here h a l f  

the men were captured by the United States  c a v a l ry  and r e ­

moved from the H i l l s .  P or te r  and the remainder o f  the p a r ty  

stayed on to a s s is t  the Jenney geologica l  exped it ion  in i t s  

assessment o f  the H i l l s ,  leaving in the f a l l  o f  1875. He 

l a t e r  returned and played an important p a r t  in the discovery  

o f  gold near Deadwood. Not a l l  the p i lg r im s  were so success­

f u l .  One disappointed German was overtaken by a f r e i g h t e r  

who o f f e r e d  to c a rry  his pack out o f  the H i l l s ;  "No, no, I 

cary him, I v a lk s ,"  r e p l ie d  the German. "I learn th is  fool  

Dutchman somedings. Run around a f t e r  e v ' r y  tam mining 

egzitem ents!"^

The weather in the  H i l l s  during the spring o f  1875 

also hampered the gold rush. Nearby Fort Laramie had ra in

2
This was the o u t f i t  used by a Boston p a r ty ,  de­

scr ibed in the Yankton D a i ly  Press and Dakota ian . 28 A p r i l  
1875.

^W il l iam Rhoads, Reco l lec t io ns  o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y  
(F o r t  P ie r r e :  p r i v a t e l y  p r in te d ,  1931), 4 - 5 .
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on s ix ty -seven  consecutive days. For th ree  weeks the sun 

did not shine and on 2 June i t  snowed fo r  several hours.  

T e r r i f i c  h a i l  swept the whole area; one miner even claimed  

i t  punched holes in a pan he had l e f t  ou ts ide  his shack. 

N everthe less ,  miners continued to come in to  the H i l l s .  By 

July  s ix  hundred men were prospecting on French, Rapid,  

Spring, and Cast le  Creeks. Many o f  them fo l lowed the Jenney 

expedit ion hoping to p r o f i t  from the p ro fe ss o r 's  d iscover ies  

and to  rece ive  p ro tec t ion  from his Army escor t .  By 15 

August, when the miners were expel led by General Crook, a 

newspaperman w ith  Jenney estimated th a t  some 1,500 men had 

come in to  the H i l l s . ^

These e a r ly  prospectors were equipped to e x t r a c t  on ly  

the p lac e r  gold from the gravel bars; the r ic h  hardrock leads  

were developed l a t e r  in the rush. The experienced p la ce r  

miner knew how to f ind  a r ich  deposit  where a stream had 

slowed down and dropped i t s  load o f  gold. Some o f  these  

"bars" where the gravel had been deposited were high on the  

rimrock, r ich  but dry, and excessive labor was required to 

haul the gravel to w ate r .  Others, in v a l le y s ,  were so wet 

they could not be worked w i thou t  f i r s t  digging e la bo ra te  

drainage d i tches .  French Creek, where Custer and the Gordon

^Agnes Wright Spr ing ,  Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage 
and Express Routes (G lendale ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  Arthur  H. C lark
Co. , 1949) , 65. Bother estimates o f  miners in the H i l l s  are  
in The Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s  fo r  1875 
(Washington : Government P r in t in g  Ô f f ic e ,  tB75), 7, and the  
Cheyenne D a i lv  Leader. 27 Ju ly  1875.
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p a r t y  had found gold,  su f fe red  from both d e fec ts :  th e re  was

hard ly  enough w ater  to  work the p la c e rs ,  and the v a l l e y  

sloped so ge n t ly  th a t  the bedrock could not be d r a i n e d . ^

In a d d i t io n  to  the a l l u v i a l  bars were the cement 

depos its ,  a hardened conglomerate o f  earth  and gravel  held  

together  in a m a tr ix  o f  iron rust or o ther  "cement." These 

were found e s p e c ia l l y  in the Deadwood area .  Since they r e ­

qu ired  some breaking up or weathering before washing, they  

were a t  f i r s t  neg lected .

Weather o f ten  in f luenced the choice o f  p la c e r  d i g ­

gings. Shallow grave ls  might f re e z e  s o l i d ,  fo rc in g  the miner  

to stop work during the w in t e r .  Even i f  the streams did not 

stop f low ing ,  washing out the gold was very damp work and 

n e a r ly  impossible in severe co ld .  In the w in te r  a deep 

p lac e r  had i t s  v i r t u e s  fo r  the miner could burrow in to  the  

ground and work p ro tec ted  from the weather.  The gravel  would 

in t h is  case be put as ide and washed out during one o f  the  

frequent Black H i l l s  warm s p e l ls .

These underground p lace r  mines were o f ten  e la b o ra te .

A s h a f t  sometimes t h i r t y  fe e t  deep was sunk to the  bedrock 

where the bulk o f  the  gold had s e t t l e d .  The sh a f t  u s u a l ly

^Eyewitness accounts o f  Black H i l l s  p la c e r  mining 
methods include Rev. Peter  Rosen, Pa-Ha-Sa-Pah ( S t .  Louis:  
Nixon-Jones P r in t in g  Co. ,  1895), Richard B. Hughes, Pioneer  
Years in the Black H i l l s  (G lendale ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  A r thu r  H.
C la rk  Co.,  1957), and George W. Stokes and Howard R. Driggs,  
Deadwood Gold: A S tory  o f  the Black H i l l s  (Chicago: World
Book C o . , 1926J.
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encountered water  and had to  be drained,  e i t h e r  by a long 

d i tc h  or  by a pump powered by an ad jacent stream. From the  

bottom o f  the shaft  tunnels or " d r i f t s , "  as they were c a l l e d ,  

were run along the bedrock, and the r ic h e s t  gravels  ex ­

t r a c t e d .  I t  was p e c u l i a r l y  dangerous work. Dry gravel would 

c o l la p s e  l i k e  the sand in an hourglass,  and wet gravel flowed 

l i k e  quicksand. Both requ ired  c a re fu l  shoring w i th  po le  lag ­

ging supported by heav ier  caps and posts. The work o f  c u t ­

t in g  and p lac in g  these t imbers was onerous and was o f ten  

neglected .  The face o f  the d r i f t  was n e c e s s a r i ly  l e f t  un­

supported, and when i t  was dr iven forward in to  a s o f t e r  or  

w e t te r  formation i t  o f ten  gave way, pouring a to r r e n t  o f  mud 

and gravel  in to the tu n n e l .  This flood u s u a l ly  pushed down 

the posts supporting the roo f ,  and the whole d r i f t  then c o l ­

lapsed w i th  re su l ts  d isas trous  to  the miners.

One such "run" o f  gravel  in a Deadwood p lacer  k i l l e d  

one miner ,  and trapped h is  companion. Tommy C arr ,  f l a t  on 

his back on the bedrock. The water-powered "China pump" 

d ra in in g  the mine was a lso  damaged. Carr could gauge the  

steps taken to  re p a ir  i t  by the way the water  rose or f e l l  

about him. He was rescued a f t e r  tw en ty - fo ur  hours o f  harrow­

ing confinement.^

Explosives,  used to break up boulders,  co ntr ibu ted  

t h e i r  share o f  acc idents .  Prospector Frank Hebert ,  a t h r i f t y

^Hughes, Pioneer Years. 142-44.
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sou l ,  used fuses two Inches long w i th  a small f i r e  b u i l t  over  

them. As the f i r e  burned down the fuse e v e n tu a l ly  ig n i te d  

and the charge would explode. One day, however, the fuse  

caught a t  once, j u s t  as H eb er t 's  companion was hauling him 

out o f  the s h a f t .  The explosion demolished the bucket and 

w in d lass ,  but f o r t u n a t e ly  threw Hebert c l e a r . 7

Once a gold deposit  was found the essen t ia l  operat ion  

o f  p la c e r  mining was panning. Whatever method was used fo r  

the p r e l im in a r y  separat ion o f  gold from the g ra v e l ,  panning 

was the f i n a l  s tep.  The gold pan was a sheet steel  basin  

about eighteen inches across w ith  s lop ing sides two inches 

high and a f l a t  bottom about f i f t e e n  inches in diameter.

The gravel to be washed was put in to  the  pan, which was im­

mersed in w ate r .  That was where the prospector  used his  

rubber h ip -b oo ts .  He shook the pan and kneaded i t s  contents ,  

washing o f f  the l i g h t  d i r t  and throwing away the stones. The 

gold,  i f  any, s e t t l e d  to  the bottom along w i th  any heavy 

m e t a l l i c  sands from the g ra v e l .  With a f i n a l  dexterous tw is t  

o f  the  pan the miner would spread i t s  contents in a broad 

crescent across i t s  bottom. At the convex edge appeared the  

f le c k s  and f la ke s  o f  gold, " c o lo rs , "  as they were c a l l e d ,  

which could be removed w i th  a match s t i c k  or f i n g e r n a i l .

This gold dust,  o f ten  so f i n e  i t  would work through c lo th ,

7prank Hebert ,  Forty Years Prospecting and Mining  
in the Black H i l l s  o f  South Dakota (Rapid Ci tv :  Rapid c l t v
D a l ly  Journa l ,  1921), 93-9A.
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was stored in t i n  cans, q u i l l s ,  b o t t l e s ,  o r ,  most commonly, 

in buckskin bags. A p la c e r  y ie ld in g  th re e  cents to the pan 

could be mined p r o f i t a b l y  w i th  more e f f i c i e n t  equipment, but 

the prospector  who worked e n t i r e l y  by hand regarded ten cents  

to the pan as a minimum.

I f  a promising p la c e r  was f a r  from w a te r ,  or  i f  on ly  

one or two men were a v a i l a b l e  to work i t ,  a rocker might be 

constructed. This consisted o f  a shallow sloping trough,  

about two fe e t  wide and four  fe e t  long, open a t  i t s  lower 

end. I t  was supported on curved rockers so i t  could be 

shaken from side to s ide .  I t s  bottom was covered w i th  r e ­

movable t ransverse  s t r ip s  o f  wood c a l le d  " r i f f l e s , "  and i t s  

lower end o f ten  l ined  w i th  s t r ip s  o f  carpet  or  sheepskin.

A shallow box, f lo o red  w i th  pe r fo ra te d  sheet m eta l ,  was 

placed over the upper t h i r d  o f  the trough.

In operat ion  one man shoveled gravel in to  the upper 

box w h i le the o ther  added w a te r ,  sorted out stones, and shook 

the rocker.  The r e s u l t in g  s l u r r y  o f  th in  mud flowed in to  

the lower trough where nuggets, s ink ing  to the  bottom, lodged 

behind the  r i f f l e s ,  and the f i n e r  dust was caught by the c a r ­

pet ing a t  the lower end. Some o f  the w ater  could be saved 

and used again when the mud had s e t t le d  out o f  i t .  When the  

r i f f l e s  were f u l l  o f  heavy sand, garnets ,  and gold dust,  they  

were cleaned out and t h e i r  contents panned.

I f  f i n e  " f lo u r "  gold was encountered mercury was put 

behind the  r i f f l e s .  This caught and held in so lu t ion  l ig h t
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f la k e s  which o therw ise  might have washed away. The gold was 

e x tra c te d  from the r e s u l t in g  amalgam by p u t t in g  i t  in a 

chamois bag and squeezing out the mercury,  or  by one o f  sev­

e ra l  crude processes o f  d i s t i l l a t i o n .  Old mercury tended to 

r e ta in  p a r t  o f  the gold i t  absorbed. When reused in a new 

p lac e r  i t  in d ica ted  higher values in the gravel than were 

a c t u a l l y  th e re ,  and o f ten  deceived te n d e r fe e t  in to  th in k in g  

th a t  they had found a new bonanza.

When men and water  were a v a i l a b l e  s lu ic e  boxes were 

used to  wash out the gold. The demand fo r  lumber to b u i ld  

s lu ic e s ,  as w e l l  as cabins,  brought in the f i r s t  crude saw­

m i l l s .  These whipsaw o u t f i t s  were simple. A log was hewn 

f l a t  on two sides w i th  an axe or adze, then dragged over a 

hole seven fe e t  deep. One sawyer stood beneath, the other  

above, and between them they p u l le d  the  saw up and down.

The v e r t i c a l  motion o f  the blade meant a s t r a i g h t e r  c u t ,  but 

the sawdust must have been unpleasant fo r  the man below. 

Several such m i l l s  were in opera t ion  in the H i l l s  by la t e  

May 1875.

S ix  s lu ic e  boxes were the usual s t r i n g .  These were 

open troughs twelve fe e t  long made o f  tw e lv e - in c h  lumber.

They were o f ten  tapered a t  the lower end, so each would f i t  

in to  the ne x t ,  but some miners p r e f e r re d  the e x tra  turbulence  

th a t  resu l ted  from arranging them in a ser ies  o f  w a t e r f a l l s .  

Each box was set to  have a f a l l  o f  e x a c t ly  four inches from 

end to end. A steeper  slope swept the gold along before  i t
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could s e t t l e ,  w h i le  a shallower g ra d ie n t  would not keep the  

gravel  moving. The f lo o r  o f  the f i r s t  box was covered w i th  

a r i f f l e  made by d r i l l i n g  a one-inch board f u l l  o f  one- inch  

holes.  The res t  o f  the boxes were f lo o re d  w i th  "Hungarian,"  

or  t ransverse  r i f f l e s ,  s la ts  behind which i t  was hoped the  

gold would come to r e s t .  The whole purpose o f  the r i f f l e s  

was to tumble the mud as i t  passed and catch the gold as i t  

s e t t l e d .  Some miners p re fe r re d  lengthwise r i f f l e s  made o f  

po les .  Others f i l l e d  t h e i r  s lu ices  w i t h  a layer  o f  heavy 

stones, which must have been ra th er  i n e f f e c t i v e .

Each ton o f  gravel washed in a s t r in g  o f  s lu ic e  boxes 

required two thousand ga l lons o f  w ater  to  keep i t  moving. 

F i f t y  "m iner 's  inches" o f  w a te r ,  the  amount th a t  would flow  

through an opening one inch high by f i f t y  inches long, were  

g e n e ra l ly  requ ired  to  operate  a s lu ic e .  Some o f  the w ater  

went through the boxes, w h i le  the re s t  was needed to c a r ry  

away the gravel a l re a d y  washed. U s u a l ly  a dam had to .b e  

b u i l t  and di tches dug to  supply th is  q u a n t i t y  o f  water to  

the s lu ic e s .  Mining law required th a t  the water  be returned  

to  the o r i g i n a l  stream channel, and t h i s  o f ten  c a l le d  fo r  

even more d i tc h in g .  By the time w ater  reached the f i f t h  or  

s ix th  miner downstream, i t  was so clouded w i th  c la y  th a t  gold  

recovery f e l l  o f f  sharp ly .  Th is ,  combined w i th  the many 

hands needed to set up and run the s lu ic e s ,  o f ten  forced a 

whole gulch to u n i te  in a s in g le  s lu ic in g  opera t ion .

Once s lu ic e s  were set up and adequate water assured.
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gold washing began. Several miners c a r r ie d  gravel to  the  

top o f  the s lu ic e .  There one man worked f u l l  t ime, p i tc h in g  

stones o f f  the board r i f f l e  w i th  a s p e c i a l l y  shortened  

tw e lv e - t ln e d  fo rk .  U sua l ly  another p a t r o l l e d  the s lu ic e s ,  

making sure th a t  no large  rocks got through to cause eddies ,  

and th a t  none o f  the r i f f l e s  came loose and f lo a te d  away.

One un for tunate  miner w i th  two days' accumulation o f  gold  

In his s lu ice s  saw his e n t i r e  s t r in g  wash ou t ,  so t h i s  p r e ­

caution was not an Id le  one. In a d d i t io n .  I f  too much Iron  

or c a s s l t e r l t e  sand clogged the r i f f l e s ,  the gold might wash 

on by, so a close check was needed to t e l l  when to clean up. 

U sual ly  the r i f f l e s  were removed each evening, and t h e i r  con­

tents  panned out .  Not on ly  did t h is  keep them at  peak e f ­

f i c ie n c y ,  but I t  a lso  reduced the temptation presented to  

one's neighbors.

As In the rocker,  mercury was o f ten  put behind the  

r i f f l e s  to  catch the f in e  gold. In cold weather I t s  ac t ion  

was s lugg ish ,  and the gold tended to escape. In warm 

weather.  I f  the mercury was s t i r r e d  too much by the passage 

o f  heavy debris  I t  was l i k e l y  to " f l o u r , "  or grow fros ted  

In appearance and then too much o f  the gold passed over I t .  

Even the most meticulous operat ion  r a r e ly  got more than 

s i x t y - f l v e  per cent o f  the  a v a i l a b le  gold. There was always 

some l e f t  In the t a i l i n g s  for  the p a t ie n t  Chinamen who l a t e r  

made a business o f  reworking abandoned p lace rs .

Even the lazy  man could work r i f f l e s  o f  a s o r t .  By
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lay ing poles or rocks o r  boards In a creek below a s lu ic e ,  

some gold could be recovered. This dev ice ,  hidden in the  

muddy water  o f  a fo rd ,  g e n e ra l ly  produced enemies fo r  the  

man who had put i t  th e r e ,  as horses and wagons stumbled and 

j o l t e d  over i t .

Hydraul ic  p la c e r  mining was not p ra c t ic e d  in the sum­

mer o f  1875 fo r  there  was n e i t h e r  time nor the equipment for  

i t .  La ter  in the H i l l s ,  however, i t  became the  p re fe r re d  

way o f  deal ing  w i th  large gravel or  cement depos its .  Dams 

were b u i l t ,  as a t  Sheridan, and the water  flumed long d i s ­

tances to  bu i ld  up the required pressure.  There was much 

d ispu te  about wooden flumes versus d i tches as the proper way 

to move w ater .  A d i tc h  did  not f re e ze  so q u ic k ly ,  could not 

leak or  burn in a fo re s t  f i r e ,  and i t  cost less in labor and 

m a t e r ia ls ,  but sluggish flow and water  lost  by seepage tended 

to n u l l i f y  these advantages. At least  one opera t ion  c a r r ie d  

water  in a buried wooden flume, but th a t  was ad m it te d ly  o v e r ­

doing i t ,  fo r  a l l  the p r o f i t s  went to the crew th a t  b u i l t  the  

d i tc h  and la id  the flume in i t . ®

V is i t o r s  to the gold f i e l d s  o f ten  were astonished  

to see the miners s i t t i n g  beside t h e i r  cla ims doing l i t t l e  

or noth ing .  The reason lay in the miners' f e a r  th a t  the

p
Notable  d i tches can s t i l l  be fo l lowed on the ground 

near R o c k e r v i l l e ,  a t  Big Bend on Rapid Creek, on B a t t l e  
Creek above Hayward, on C a s t le  Creek above Lookout, and, the  
buried flume mentioned above, on upper Spring Creek near the  
Grand Junction mine. Next to shafts  and dumps, they a re  the  
most in e ra d ic ab le  evidence o f  mining.
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Army would s h o r t ly  d r iv e  them out o f  the H i l l s  and th a t  w h i le  

absent others might jump any c la im  th a t  seemed to be y ie ld in g  

w e l l .  Often groups o f  miners banded together  and agreed not 

to  reveal  a r ich  deposit  by working on i t .  Un ity  o f  purpose 

was sometimes f u r t h e r  cemented by Masonic or  o ther  f r a t e r n a l  

mummery which promised d i r e  punishment to in fo rm e rs .9

Most o f  the miners a ls o  t r i e d  to p ro te c t  t h e i r  cla ims  

by the t r a d i t i o n a l  American device o f  framing a c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

These miners' laws were s u r p r is in g ly  uniform fo r  they were 

u s u a l ly  drawn up by o ld  t im ers  from the C a l i f o r n i a ,  Colorado,  

or Montana mines who knew the common problems and the t r a d i ­

t io n a l  way in which they had been h a n d le d .^0 The f i r s t  step 

was the d i s t r i c t  miners' meeting,  c a l l e d  by the capta in  o f  

one o f  the prospecting groups or by a g r i z z l e d  miner whose 

experience commanded the respect o f  h is  fe l lo w s .  This worthy  

u s u a l ly  was voted in to  the c h a i r  by the assembled miners, and 

presided over the e le c t i o n  o f  a committee to  draw up a mining  

code. The committee, o f te n  forewarned, sometimes had the

^J. H. T r ig g s ,  H is t o r y  o f  Cheyenne and Northern Wy­
oming. Embracing the Gold F ie lds  o f  the  B lack H i l l s  (Omaha; 
Herald Steam Book and Job P r in t in g  House, 1876), 75.

^^Stokes, Deadwood Gold, ahd Edwin A. C ur ley ,  Gui de 
to  the Black H i l l s .  Comprising the Trav e ls  o f  the Author and 
His Specia l A r t i s t  (Chicago; p r i v a t e l y  p r in t e d .  1877), 114- 
15, a re  especia l  1 y v a lu a b le  fo r  mining laws. Examples can 
be found in the Deadwood Black Hi 1 Is P io n e e r . 10 March 1877, 
Yankton D a i ly  PYess and D a k o ta ian . 1$ June 1875, and Cheyenne 
D a i ly  Leader. 28 August and j l  December 1875. The laws o f  
the Gordon p a r ty  may be read in an u n id e n t i f i e d  newspaper 
c l ip p in g  in the  T. H. Russell  f i l e  a t  the  Deadwood, South 
Dakota, Pub l ic  L ib ra ry .
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code ready a t  hand, in which case i t  was adopted on the spot.  

A c la im - re c o rd e r ,  the so le  a d m in is t r a t iv e  o f f i c e r  o f  the 

d i s t r i c t ,  was then e le c te d  and the laws went in to  op era t io n .

The f i r s t  p rov is ion  o f  a new mining code was to name 

and i d e n t i f y  the d i s t r i c t .  The Palmer Gulch Mining D i s t r i c t ,  

fo r  example, was named by the o ldes t  man working in i t ,  

modest George Palmer. The area was cu s to m ar i ly  def ined as 

the drainage o f  the creek and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  extending to 

the tops o f  the r idge  on e i t h e r  s ide.

D is t r ib u t io n  o f  the mining claims was the next legal  

problem. When a p lace r  had been discovered by a group work­

ing to g e th e r ,  or where abandoned claims were being taken up 

again ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  was o f ten  by l o t ,  a method a lso used to  

d iv id e  land in p o te n t ia l  town s i t e s .  More f re q u e n t ly  posses­

sion came through in d iv id u a l  d iscovery and lo c a t io n .  The 

f i r s t  miner to f in d  gold on a creek was e n t i t l e d  to the " d i s ­

covery" c la im ,  which he located on what he hoped was the 

r ic h e s t  spot.  He was a lso  allowed to " lo c a te "  one or two 

a d jo in in g  c la ims,  as an added reward. Later  claims were then 

numbered up and down the creek ,  l i k e  Deadwood's famous "Num­

ber Two Below Discovery ."  They extended across the v a l l e y  

from rim to rim, and th ree  hundred fe e t  along the stream.

This s i z e ,  large by C a l i f o r n i a  or Montana standards, occa­

sioned some unpleasantness in Deadwood when late-comers a g i ­

ta ted  to have claims d iv ide d  and h a l f  o f  each opened to  

r e lo c a t io n .  Armed opposit ion  ended the d iscussion.
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Once located and marked, a c la im  had to be re g is te re d  

w ith  the d i s t r i c t  recorder .  For a d o l l a r  or two th is  o f f i ­

c i a l  wrote in his notebook somewhat as fo l low s:  "Persona l ly

appeared before me James Andrews and recorded the undivided  

r ig h t  t i t l e  and i n t e r e s t  to  Claim Number 9,  'Above Bear Rock' 

o f  300 fe e t  fo r  mining purposes. Recorded th is  9th day o f  

Ju ly  1875."^^ This record,  together  w i th  the recorder 's  

c e r t i f i c a t e  issued to  the miner, c o n s t i tu te d  the whole t i t l e  

to the c la im. A f t e r  the H i l l s  were opened to sett lement in 

1877 a government land paten t  could be obta ined ,  but one 

cost about $1,000 and most o f  the p la ce r  miners be l ieved  

t h e i r  claims would be worked out before one could be issued.

No cla im could simply be recorded and held in perpe­

t u i t y .  I t  had to be worked, o r ,  as the d i s t r i c t  laws put 

i t ,  " represented ,"  w i th  f a i r  r e g u l a r i t y .  One day a week 

during the mining season was a common requirement,  although  

some d i s t r i c t s  perm it ted  a cla im to be held I f  i t  was worked 

as l i t t l e  as once a month. I f  a miner or  group owned several  

contiguous c la ims, mining done on any one o f  them was u s u a l ly  

s u f f i c i e n t  for  a l l .  Near Deadwood one d i s t r i c t  allowed rep­

resenta t ion  by labor on the wagon road which served the area .  

A l l  o f  these prov is ions  were aimed a t  prevent ing id le  or

^ 'c la im  Recorder 's  Book, Cheyenne Mining D i s t r i c t ,  
Bear Rock, Dakota T e r r i t o r y ,  page 44, in Stack 6, S he l f  5,  
South Dakota H is t o r ic a l  Society ,  P ie r re .  This is perhaps 
the e a r l i e s t  su rv iv in g  Black H i l l s  c la im  record, and is r e ­
produced in Appendix I .
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absentee ownership which would t i e  up o therw is e  product ive  

c la im s.  Small ,  workable holdings meant th a t  more men could 

share the  w ea l th ,  and be on hand to defend the  area i f  oc­

casion requ ired .

The c o n f l i c t  between p lace r  claims and town lo ts  was 

never complete ly  reso lved.  Every miner was happy to see a 

town e s ta b l is h e d ,  even on h is  own c la im ,  but he would not 

re l in q u is h  his r ig h t  to mine the land. Even as the surv ivors  

o f  the Deadwood f i r e  o f  1879 poked among the ashes, p lacer  

cla im  owners endeavored to reassert  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  In general  

the m ineral  c la imant had the b e t t e r  o f  the argument fo r  he 

could always commence "mining" operat ions under any b u i ld in g  

erected  w ithout  his permission.

Mining disputes were s e t t l e d  by miners '  meetings,  

at  le a s t  u n t i l  regu la r  courts  were e s ta b l is h e d .  This assured 

th a t  the v e r d ic t  would be supported by a m a j o r i t y  o f  those 

pres en t ,  and so tended to reduce appeals to v io le n c e .  Jus­

t i c e  appears to have been done in most cases. For example, 

Joseph Sturgeon's  c la im  Number 12 below d iscovery  on Dead- 

wood Creek was jumped by th re e  men who a l le g e d  th a t  as 

Sturgeon was an a l i e n  he was not e n t i t l e d  to mine. Sturgeon,  

however, swore th a t  he had l iv e d  in the United States fo r  

tw e nty -n ine  years and had long ago declared h is  in te n t io n  to 

become a c i t i z e n .  The miners decided by a la rg e  m a jo r i ty  

th a t  Sturgeon should regain his c la im . In another case a t  

Rochford the town company demurred over the  r i g h t  o f  a
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c la im ant  to  hi s town l o t ,  saying th a t  although his house 

covered the s p e c i f ie d  a re a ,  i t  was not as wide as the town 

law requ ire d .  A miners' meeting decided th a t  f lo o r  space, 

ra th e r  than shape, determined the va lue o f  the house, and 

th a t  the miner had b u i l t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  to "represent"  his  

l o t .  These miners'  t r i a l s  were c e r t a i n l y  super ior  to  the  

more re g u la r  court  which once met a t  R o c k e r v i l le .  There,  

in a t r i a l  over a r ich  p la c e r  mine, the c la imant in posses­

sion co n tr ib u te d  so la r g e ly  to  the refreshment o f  the j u r y  

th a t  they prolonged t h e i r  d e l ib e r a t io n s  u n t i l  he had worked 

out the c la im  and departed.

W hile  the miners dug the gold,  the Bureau o f  Indian  

A f f a i r s  t r i e d  to f in d  out how much gold there  was. I f  the  

H i l l s ,  then a p a r t  o f  the Sioux re se rv a t io n ,  were r ich  the  

miners could not be kept out and some sett lement  w i th  the  

Indians would be necessary. N e i th e r  the necess i ty  fo r  nor  

the s iz e  o f  th a t  se t t lem ent  could be determined u n t i l  the  

value o f  the H i l l s  was known. Acting under the a u t h o r i t y  

o f  the Secre ta ry  o f  War, the Bureau appointed W alte r  P. Jen­

ney and Henry Newton to  conduct a geologica l  ex p lo ra t io n  o f  

the H i l l s . ^ 3

^^Black H i l l s  P io n e e r . 24 February 1877. Rochford 
Black H i l l s  C e n t r a l . 22 December and 15 December 1878.
Annie D. T a l l e n t .  The Black H i l l s  (S t .  Louis: Nixon-Jones
P r in t in g  Company, 1899), 471.

1 3̂Because o f  the authorship o f  i t s  f i n a l  re p o r t ,  
the exped it ion  is commonly known as the Newton-Jenney ex­
p l o r a t i o n .  See Henry Newton and W alte r  P. Jenney, Report
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Jenney and Newton w ith  f i f t e e n  a s s is ta n ts ,  escorted  

by four hundred s o ld ie rs  under the command o f  Lieutenant  

Colonel Richard I .  Dodge, l e f t  Fort  Laramie on 24 May 1875. 

They reached the base o f  the H i l l s  near present Newcastle,  

Wyoming, on 3 June and camped along Beaver Creek. Jenney 

had hoped to e s ta b l is h  a permanent base th e re ,  but the s a l t y ,  

pu rg a t ive  w ater  which had prev iou s ly  wrought such havoc among 

Colonel W a lk e r 's  command forced him to continue in to  the  

mountains.

Guided by C a l i f o r n i a  Joe M i ln e r ,  the exped it ion  got 

los t  almost a t  once and spent two days t r y in g  to  f in d  a path  

to the gold f i e l d s .  M i ln e r ,  however, soon became accustomed 

to the Hi 1 Is and was usual 1 y ab le  to  f in d  a t r a i 1 the wagons 

could fo l lo w .  He a lso  advanced the cause o f  science by t e l l ­

ing Jenney o f  a zoo log ica l  anomaly, the "camelk,"  which r e ­

su lted  from the crossbreeding o f  e lk  w i th  camels p rev iou s ly  

imported by the War Department. He i l l u s t r a t e d  his s tory  

w ith  the skele ton o f  a g ig a n t ic  b u l l  e l k ,  and i t  has since  

been adopted in to  western lo re .

Calamity  Jane Cannery, the notor ious h a r l o t ,  a lso

on the Geology and Resources o f  the Black H i l l s  o f  Dakota 
(Washington: Government P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,  1880), fo r  the
most d e t a i l e d  account.

^ ^ C a l i fo rn ia  Joe's  t ru e  name was Moses M i ln e r .
Joe E. M i ln e r ,  Cal i  fo rn ia  Joe (C a ld w e l l ,  Idaho: The Caxton
P r in t e r s ,  L t d . ,  1935), 225-28.  Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 14 
June 1879. C u r t is  D. MacDougall, Hoaxes (New York: Ace
Books, I n c . ,  1958) , 23, quotes an 1875 s to ry  in the New York 
Herald ,  on the  camelk.
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accompanied the e x p ed i t io n ,  disguised in s o l d i e r ' s  c lo th in g .  

N e ith e r  Colonel Dodge nor Professor Jenney mention her,  so 

she may have been ab le  to  preserve her incognita  successfu l­

ly .  However, two o ther  eyewitnesses as s e r t  th a t  her sex was 

discovered and only the great  d is tance  to  c i v i l i z a t i o n  p re ­

vented her being sent b a c k . '5

Jenney f i r s t  in v es t ig a te d  the p lace rs  on French 

Creek, which he found unpromising. He then explored the de­

l i g h t f u l  area now Custer S ta te  Park, south o f  Harney Peak. 

Moving northward to Rapid Creek and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s .  Spring  

and C a s t le  creeks,  he found increasing amounts o f  gold.  Many 

prospectors jo ined  the exped it ion  and shared t h e i r  informa­

t ion  about the mines w ith  Jenney. In re tu rn ,  the m i l i t a r y  

escort  provided p ro te c t io n  from the Indians and did not in ­

t e r f e r e  w i th  the gold d igg ing.  The s o ld ie rs  themselves spent 

most o f  t h e i r  time panning g ra v e l ,  but w i thou t  any great suc­

cess.

Jenney f re q u e n t ly  wrote l e t t e r s ,  which were w ide ly  

p r in te d ,  descr ib ing  his meager f in d s .  His b r i e f  i n i t i a l  r e ­

port  published in the f a l l  o f  1875 a lso  was d iscouraging.

The exped it ion  had not c a r r ie d  equipment to te s t  the quartz

'^ M i ln e r ,  Cali  fo r n ia  Joe . 230. Harry  (Sam) Young, 
Hard Knocks; A L i f e  Story o f  the Vanishing West (Chicago: 
Laird and Lee, I n c . , 1915), 170. Nei th e r  o f  the above ap­
pear to  be e n t i r e l y  r e l i a b l e .  They d i f f e r  on the way in 
which Jane's presence was discovered. J u l i a  McGi11icuddy,
McGi11icuddy. Agent (Palo A l to :  Stanford U n iv e r s i t y  Press,
1941), t e l l s  the story  o f  V. T. McGi11icuddy, Jenney's  
topographer.
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lodes so he had ignored these com ple te ly .  I t  has been sug­

gested th a t  the Bureau o f  Indian A f f a i r s  had urged Jenney 

to p lay  down the gold deposits  o f  the  H i l l s  to  prevent a 

mining rush which would upset the Sioux. On the o ther  hand, 

he may e a s i l y  have missed the best d iggings fo r  no s in g le  

expedit ion  could hope to s t r i k e  very  many r ich  bonanzas.

I t  is l i k e l y ,  too,  th a t  the prospectors w i th  whom he ta lk e d  

concealed t h e i r  best claims from him fo r  fe a r  th a t  others  

might jump them.^&

Whatever the reason, Jenney d id not speak h ig h ly  o f  

the Black H i l l s .  In French Creek, fo r  example, he pointed  

out th a t  the f a i l i n g  water  supply and g e n t le  slope o f  the  

v a l l e y  made the gold deposits d i f f i c u l t  to  work. Spring and 

Rapid creeks were r i c h e r ,  but nowhere, he sa id ,  would the  

H i l l s  p lacers  pay more than a good day 's  wages. Colonel  

Dodge was e q u a l ly  p e s s im is t ic .  He, too ,  had seen no p lacers  

th a t  would repay the e f f o r t  needed to work them, unless a 

la rge investment in h y d rau l ic  equipment reduced the requ ired  

labor.  Dodge p red ic te d  th a t 'h in e te e n  out o f  twenty prospec­

tors  would do b e t t e r  to stay a t  home, and th a t  the main va lue  

o f  the mines would be to br ing in a popu la t ion  which eventu-

^ ^ a l t e r  P. Jenney, "Report o f  Geological  Survey o f  
the Black H i l l s , "  Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f - 
f a i r s  fo r  1875 (Washington; Government P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,
1875), 181-83. Jenney l e t t e r s  are  found in the Cheyenne 
D a i ly  Leader. 24 June, 6 ,  8 J u ly  1875. George W. Kingsbury,  
H is to ry  o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y  (5 v o l s . ;  Chicago: S. J. C larke
Publishing Co?T 1915), I , 873.
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a l l y  would turn to farming. C a l i f o r n i a  Joe agreed w i th  t h i s ,  

saying, " t h e r e ' s  gold from the grass roots down, but th e r e 's  

more gold from the grass roots u £ . " He bore out Jenney and 

Dodge's p r e d ic t i o n ,  fo r  although he staked out many claims  

he u l t i m a t e l y  s e t t l e d  on a ranch in Rapid V a l le y .^ ?

N e i th e r  the miners nor the f r o n t i e r  towns were d i s ­

couraged by Jenney's  modest reports .  Newspapers der ided the  

educated opinion o f  " th e  perfessah" and encouraged the pros­

pectors to  go in to  the H i l l s .  A rumor c i r c u l a t e d  th a t  Jenney 

h im se lf  had r e f e r r e d  to  one p lace r  on Rapid Creek as r ic h  

enough to  pay o f f  the e n t i r e  n a t io na l  debt,  then about two 

b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  w h i le  less e n th u s ia s t ic  but more fa c tu a l  

estimates from miners in the H i l l s  were w id e ly  published.^®

The fe d era l  government did i t s  best to  keep prospec­

to rs  out o f  the Sioux re se rv a t io n .  Federal law a t  th a t  time  

provided a f in e  o f  up to $1,000 fo r  unauthorized e n t ry  on 

Indian lands and the Army v igorous ly  p a t r o l l e d  the t r a i l s  

leading to the H i l l s  in hope o f  ca tch ing o f fenders  in the  

a c t .  Indian scouts from the agencies jo in e d  in the hunt and 

did t h e i r  best to  make l i f e  miserab le  fo r  the  t respassers .  

Only Colonel Dodge and Professor Jenney remained a l o o f ,  

countenancing the  presence o f  the miners in re turn  fo r  the

^^Colonel Richard I .  Dodge, The Black H i l l s  (New 
York: J. M i l l e r ,  1876) , 105, 107. Newton and Jenney, Re­
p o r t  , 300.

1AJohn S. McClintock,  Pioneer Days in the Black
H i l l s  (New York: p r i v a t e l y  p r in t e d ,  1939) , 3 -4 .
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a id  they gave to e x p lo ra t io n .

As e a r ly  as January 1875 B r ig a d ie r  General E.O.C.

Ord suggested th a t  an eight-company m i l i t a r y  post be b u i l t  

in the H i l l s ,  fo r  he be l ieved  i t  impossible fo r  the s o ld ie rs  

to  operate  there  during the w in te r  w ithou t  permanent s h e l ­

t e r s .  In March, General W i l l ia m  T. Sherman ordered th a t  re ­

gardless o f  the weather, the miners should be e x p e l led .  This 

move was backed up by Secre tary  o f  the I n t e r i o r  Columbus 

Delano, who on 7 May wrote th a t  " th e  Sioux Reservation is 

guaranteed by solemn t r e a t y  to  the Sioux Nation and any i n ­

vasion o f  i t  by the w h i te  people u n t i l  the present t r e a t y  

is modif ied is un law fu l ,  and cannot be p e r m i t t e d . "19

Meanwhile, the Army did  i t s  best .  Dozens o f  miners 

"Were caught in or near the H i l l s  and ceremoniously escorted  

back to c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  where they were re leased ,  o f ten  to  r e ­

turn to the H i l l s  again .  One said  th a t  he had been run out  

o f  the H i l l s  four times, and th a t  he " f ig u re d  he could stand 

i t  as long as they cou ld ."  These sc a t te red  e f f o r t s  were not 

enough to remove the trespassers .  In Ju ly  1875 General Phil  

Sheridan ordered B r ig a d ie r  General George Crook to go to  the  

H i l l s  in person, w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  men and a u t h o r i t y  to  do the  

j o b . 20

'^Message from the President o f  the United States  
Transm it t ing  Information in Re la t ion  to the Black H i l l s  
Country, Senate Executive Document No. 2,  Special Session 
(15 March 1875),  S e r ia l  1629, p. 13. The Yankton D a i ly  
Press and Dakota ian . 15 May 1875, contains Delano's l e t t e r .

^^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 15 Ju ly  1875.
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Crook, whose sympathies lay w ith  the miners, con-r 

sidered the assignment a waste o f  t ime, e s p e c ia l l y  as Colonel 

Dodge was a l rea dy  in the  H i l l s  and should have been busy cap­

tu r in g  miners.  Crook saw, however, th a t  a t  le a s t  a temporary  

evacuation o f  the H i l l s  was es se n t ia l  before  the Sioux would 

n e g o t ia te  fo r  t h e i r  re l inquishm ent,  and on th a t  understanding  

managed to c a r r y  out h is  orders w i th  a large degree o f  suc­

cess. On 30 Ju ly  he a r r i v e d  a t  Camp Crook on Rapid Creek,  

today under the waters  o f  Pactola Lake, where he issued a 

proclamation combining firmness w i th  understanding. He made 

c le a r  his in te n t io n  to remove the miners by fo rce  i f  neces­

sary, and a lso his  d e s i r e  to  p ro tec t  the mining claims which 

had a l ready  been e s ta b l is h e d .  F i n a l l y ,  he asked a l l  the  

miners in the H i l l s  to meet w ith  him near the Gordon Stockade 

on 10 August to discuss means o f  ach iev ing  his aims w i th  the  

least  amount o f  f r i c t i o n . ^ '

The miners, d e l ig h te d  to f in d  considerat ion  where 

they had expected coerc ion ,  happ i ly  cooperated w i th  the  

General.  Several meetings were held in the var ious mining 

d i s t r i c t s .  Only the most ardent prospectors hid in the high 

mountains and refused to  leave the H i l l s .  The town near the  

stockade, fo rm er ly  known as "S to new a l l ,"  was p l a t t e d  out on

21 General George Crook, General George Crook: His
Autobiography, ed. by M a rt in  F. Schmidt (Norman: Universi  t y
o f  Oklahoma Press, 1946) , 158. A fa c s im i le  o f  the proclama­
t ion  is in "Adams Memorial Museum is a Black H i l l s  I n s t i t u ­
t i o n , "  Black H i l l s  Eng ineer . X V I I I  (January 1930), 42, and 
is reproduced in Appendix I I .
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a p iece  o f  b i rc h  bark w i t h  Crook's a p p ro v a l , renamed Custer ,  

and i t s  lo ts  d i s t r i b u t e d  to  the miners be fore  they l e f t .

The on ly  requirement fo r  ownership was the  completion o f  $50 

worth o f  improvements by 1 May 1876, by which t ime i t  was 

supposed the H i l l s  would be open to se t t le m e n t .  The Cheyenne 

D i s t r i c t  reco rd er ,  W. H a r r iso n ,  w i th  A. G arr ison ,  A. D.

Trask,  Samuel Shankland, A. Thompson, C. A l l e n ,  and J .

Sanders were e le c te d  to stand guard over the depar t in g  miners '  

r ig h t s .  I t  was agreed th a t  every man who returned to h is  lo t  

or c la im  w i t h in  f o r t y  days a f t e r  the H i l l s  were opened should 

cont inue in possess i o n . 22

Several hundred miners accompanied General Crook out 

o f  the H i l l s  on 15 August. A l l  but one were re leased on 

promising th a t  they would not again trespass on the Sioux 

re s e rv a t io n .  The d i s s id e n t ,  Charles E. S o l is ,  was prosecuted  

but A t to rn e y  General Edward P ie r repont  decided th a t  the s t a t ­

u te  a g a in s t  unauthorized e n t r y  on the rese rva t io n  did  not ap­

p l y . t o  c i t i z e n s  o f  the United  S ta tes .  Long before t h is  

decis ion  the miners were re tu rn in g  to the H i l l s  in ever l a r g ­

er numbers.

22 The names o f  the miners remaining in Custer is  from 
the Claim Recorder 's  Book o f  the Cheyenne Mining D i s t r i c t .  
T a l l e n t ,  The Black H i l l s . 136, gives Shankland, Trask,  Thomas 
Hooper, Robert Kenyon, W. H. Wood, Alexander Thompson, A l f r e d  
Gay, and H. F. H u l l .  The d i f f e r e n c e  may a r i s e  from her l i s t ­
ing, not those e le c te d ,  but those c la n d e s t in e ly  remaining in 
the H i l l s  nearby.



CHAPTER V

THE RUSH TO THE CENTRAL HILLS

Throughout the land, In every s t a t e ,
Old miners w i th  impatience w a i t  
To see what Congress means to do.
And i f  the la s t  reports  be t ru e .

And when the way a t  la s t  is  c le a r
A mighty throng from fa r  and near.
Of brave,  determined men w i l l  seek
The country 'round o ld  Harney's P e a k .1

The number o f  men en te r in g  the H i l l s  s t e a d i l y  in ­

creased as i t  became c le a r  th a t  the miners might be expe l led

but would not be prosecuted. These newcomers, many o f  whom

had v i s i t e d  the  area be fore ,  jo in e d  those who had evaded 

General Crook during the summer o f  1875. By the end o f  the  

year they had discovered most o f  the important p lac e rs .  Un­

f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the r ic h  gold deposits  around Deadwood Gulch 

in the north were in acc ess ib le  because o f  snow and ice and 

the bulk o f  the  mining a c t i v i t y  during the w in t e r  o f  1875- 

1876 was confined to the c e n t ra l  H i l l s . ^

^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 30 March 1875.
2

The heavy snow in the H i l l s  is fo r  some reason con­
f in ed  to the northern H i l l s ;  the d iv id in g  l i n e ,  which in 
w in te r  is sharp and obvious, l i e s  a few miles north o f  Pac­
t o l a .

98
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The new ly-created  town o f  Custer ,  although in the  

c ente r  o f  these e a r ly  p la c e rs ,  was not a s u i t a b le  base fo r  

mining s ince the Army maintained a post th e re  expressly  to  

capture  and remove t respassers .  This post ,  commanded by 

Captain Edwin P o l lock ,  an o f f i c i o u s  and e f f i c i e n t  o f f i c e r ,  

n a t u r a l l y  kept down the mining populat ion o f  the town and 

reduced i t  to  a community o f  camp fo l low ers  c a te r in g  to the  

s o ld ie r s .  P o l lock  had a r r iv e d  from Fort  Laramie during the  

f a l l  o f  1 8 7 5  w i th  a company o f  the N inth i n f a n t r y  and a troop  

each from the Second and the Th ird  Cava lry .  He set up his  

headquarters in a log cabin begun by Dr. D. M. F l i c k ,  es tab ­

l ished  "Camp C o l l in s "  on the s i t e  o f  Custer C i t y ,  and fo r  

the next th re e  months scoured the H i l l s  fo r  go ld -hun ters .  

Reinforced w i th  a d d i t io n a l  troops as the s i z e  o f  h is  task  

became apparent.  Po l lock  a r re s te d  dozens o f  miners,  confined  

them to  a no tor ious  " b u l l -p e n "  in Custer ,  and la t e r  sent them 

under guard to Fort  Laramie where they i n v a r ia b ly  were re ­

leased w i thou t  punishment.

Po l lock ,  however, met w i th  th ree  serious impediments 

to the execution o f  h is  d u t ie s .  F i r s t ,  the miners sneaked 

past him, o f ten  w i th  the a id  o f  f r ie n d s  in Custer ,  and hid  

in the fastness o f  the H i l l s .  V. P. Shoun, fo r  example, a r ­

r ived  near Custer in October, made f r ien ds  w i th  miners l e f t  

behind by Gëheral Crook, and was warned away. Shoun and his  

f r ien d s  camped high on the s ide  o f  Harney Peak, pastured  

t h e i r  horses in a meadow ten miles  d i s t a n t ,  and were never
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discovered .  T h e ir  t i n y  cabin roofed w i t h  s l a t e  was not found 

u n t i l  the C i v i l i a n  Conservation Corps b u i l t  a h o r s e - t r a i 1 in ­

to the area in the 1930 's. Second, P o l lo c k 's  s o ld ie rs  com­

pared t h e i r  meager wages w i th  the golden hopes which mining 

o f f e r e d  and deserted in droves. T h e i r  e r s tw h i le  comrades, 

moreover, as s is ted  them in avoid ing capture  and gave them 

warning o f  Impending r a id s .  Th ird ,  as w in te r  grasped the  

H i l l s ,  i t  seemed l i k e l y  th a t  even w i t h  the utmost p repara ­

t io n  P o l lo c k 's  s o ld ie rs  could accomplish l i t t l e  more than

s u r v i v a l . 3

Despite  these handicaps P o l lo ck  did  remove miners 

from the H i l l s  w h i le  he prepared s h e l te rs  and l a i d  In p ro ­

v is io n s  fo r  a stay through the w i n t e r .  P res ident U. S.

Grant ,  however, did not view the p ro te c t io n  o f  Indian re s e r ­

va t ions  as a proper duty fo r  the Army. He c a l le d  Secretary  

o f  War W i l l i a m  W. Belknap and Secre ta ry  o f  the I n t e r i o r  

Zachariah Chandler to g e th e r ,  added Generals Sheridan and 

Crook to  the meeting, and q u ic k ly  reached a sens ib le  i f  un­

g a l l a n t  d e c is io n .  The miners. G ra n t 's  conference agreed,  

were s t i l l  forbidden to  en ter  the Sioux r e s e rv a t io n .  The 

s o ld ie r s ,  however, would be taken out o f  the H i l l s ,  and no 

f u r t h e r  m i l i t a r y  oppos it io n  o f fe re d  to  the miners. This 

p o l ic y ,  which was not p u b l i c l y  announced, might fo r  a time  

remain concealed from Indian sympathizers in the East ,  w h i le

^Annie D. T a l l e n t ,  The Black H i l l s  (S t .  Louis:  
Nixon-Jones P r in t in g  Company! 1899), 139, 179-81.
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the absence o f  the  troops would be noted Immediately in the 

West. Thus both sections o f  the  country would be pleased,  

honor preserved,  and the s o ld ie rs  s ta t io ned  comfortably in 

es tab l ished  w in t e r  quar te rs  a t  Fort  Laramie.^

This pusil lan imous p o l ic y  regarding the H i l l s  was 

c a r r ie d  out a t  once. On 17 November 1875 Captain Pollock  

and his troops l e f t  Custer fo r  Wyoming, leaving the H i l l s  

in f a c t ,  i f  not in theory ,  open to the miners. Such pangs 

o f  conscience as might have t roub led  Grant and his advisors  

were assuaged when the P re s id en t ,  more than a year l a t e r ,  

admit ted in h is  annual message th a t  "an e f f o r t  to  remove the  

miners would on ly  r e s u l t  in the desert ion  o f  the bulk  o f  the  

troops th a t  might be sent there  to remove them."5

Once the s o ld ie rs  no longer barred t h e i r  way the  

miners began to come to the  H i l l s  in la rg e r  numbers. By 

Christmas 1875 f i v e  hundred had a r r i v e d  and some o f  them 

were panning out $30 to $40 per day. By mid-January 1876 

i t  was est imated th a t  there  were four  thousand men in and 

around the H i l l s .  Custer had boomed to a town o f  a thousand,

^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 17 November 1875.

^James D. Richardson, Messages and Papers o f  the  
P res idents ,  1789-1897 (10 v o l s . ;  Washington; Government 
P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,  1898), V I I ,  401. The date o f  P o l lo ck 's  
departure is d isputed .  T a l l e n t  gives i t  as 1 December, but 
A. J. Jacobs, w r i t i n g  from Custer on 27 November 1875 and 
quoted in A r thu r  J.  Larsen, "The Black H i l l s  Gold Rush: 
L e t te rs  from Men Who P a r t i c i p a t e d , "  North Dakota H is t o r ic a l  
Q u a r t e r l y . VI (J u ly  1932),  309, had to w a i t  u n t i l  Pol lock  
l e f t  before e n te r in g  town and says i t  was the 17th.
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and H i l l  C i t y ,  fourteen miles to the n o r th ,  was n e a r ly  h a l f

as la rge .  Miners pushed through the snow to the northern

H i l l s  to f in d  the r ich  diggings on Negro H i l l ,  Deadwood

Gulch, and a t  the s i t e  o f  Dr. Hayden's o ld  d iscover ies  in

Bear Butte  v a l l e y .  By A p r i l  J. W. L y t l e ,  leaving the H i l l s

fo r  Cheyenne, passed 1,400 men and two hundred wagons on

the t r a ' i )  to  Custer .  Not a l l  the p i lg r im s  were c o n f id e n t ,

but they were a l l  determined. A l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  from Cheyenne

suggests the p r e v a i l in g  a t t i t u d e :

My dear w i f e  Mary, I wish to l e t  you know th a t  I am 
leaving here today fo r  the Black H i l l s  or death.
Mary, there  is a t  present a g rea t  war between the  
w h ite  men and the in juns .  I f  they w i l l  leave me my 
scalp I w i l l  be s a t i s f i e d .  I w i l l  lose my l i f e  or  
f in d  out what there  is in the Black H i l l s  or d ie ,  
you b e t .o

Now the chronological  h i s t o r y  o f  the gold rush must 

y ie ld  fo r  a moment to a geographical de sc r ip t io n  o f  the more 

prominent mining camps o f  the c e n t ra l  H i l l s .  The s to ry  o f  

Custer ,  H i l l  C i t y ,  Sheridan, Pacto la ,  Rapid C i ty ,  Hayward, 

and R o c k e r v i l l e ,  among o th e rs ,  centers  in th is  area ,  and oc­

cupies mainly though not e n t i r e l y  the  f a l l  o f  1875 and the  

spring o f  1876. Thus i t  seems a p p ro p r ia te  to discuss b r i e f l y  

t h e i r  e n t i r e  h is to ry  before  examining the  more v a r ie d  account  

o f  r ic h e r  and w i ld e r  mines o f  the northern  H i l l s .

Custer ,  the f i r s t  o f  the c e n t r a l  Black H i l l s  towns, 

was la id  out on 10 August 1875 and i t s  town lo ts  d i s t r i b u t e d

^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 29 March 1876.
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to the miners p r i o r  to  t h e i r  removal by General Crook. A 

town in the H i l l s ,  one should no te ,  was not merely a g a th e r ­

ing o f  men a t  a c e r t a in  spot,  but g e n e ra l ly  a formal s e t ­

t lement w i th  a town company in charge,  a regu lar  system o f  

s t r e e t s  and avenues, and a set procedure for  d i s t r i b u t i n g  

l o t s .  This ceremonious arrangement sprang, not from the  

miners'  love o f  o rd e r ,  but from the hope th a t  i t  would r e ­

s u l t  in a grant o f  government land which would lead to  secure 

land t i t l e s .  Custer was j u s t  such a town. ^

The repres e n ta t iv e s  o f  the miners who remained a t  

the Gordon Stockade to  p ro te c t  the  in te r e s ts  o f  t h e i r  d e p a r t ­

ing companions were n e i th e r  c a re fu l  nor successful In guard­

ing the property  l e f t  in t h e i r  ca re .  Returning prospectors  

found t h e i r  equipment missing or s t o le n ,  and tended to  com­

p la in  b i t t e r l y  about the negligence o f  the guardians. They 

soon saw, however, the f o l l y  o f  an tagoniz ing  the c la im  r e ­

co rd er ,  who was t h e i r  sole  source o f  c le a r  land t i t l e s ,  and 

resigned themselves to t h e i r  losses in the hope o f  recouping 

them from what was l e f t  o f  t h e i r  c la im s .  The miners ' anger  

was e v e n tu a l ly  d iss ip a te d  by running out o f  town f i v e  or  s ix

^The assignment o f  " f i r s t s "  is always t r i c k y .  Har­
ney C i t y ,  a t  the Gordon Stockade, is undoubtedly the  f i r s t  
town in the H i l l s ,  but is not o f te n  thought o f  as such. The 
town l a i d  out by the Gordon p a r ty  on the  s i t e  o f  present -day  
Custer must then be the  second town, but as i t  was not then 
occupied perhaps i t  cannot be counted, and in any event I t  
y ie ld e d  place to  Custer ,  which was founded 10 August 1875. 
Moreover, several sources speak o f  a s t i l l  e a r l i e r  Custer  
known as Stonewall .
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Chinamen who were suspected o f  having committed the t h e f t s .

As might be expected the e a r l i e s t  business in Custer

was a bar ,  said by Harry  Young, one o f  i t s  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  to

be " th e  best equipped saloon th a t  was ever conducted in 
q

Custer C i t y . "  This e n te r p r is e ,  which a t  f i r s t  r e l i e d  mainly  

upon Captain P o l lo c k 's  s o ld ie rs  fo r  support,  was opened about 

1 November 1875. In December W. H. Cole brought th re e  wagon­

loads o f  merchandise to Custer and began a general s to re ,  but 

as l a t e  as March o f  the next year i t  was said th a t  the r a t i o  

o f  whiskey b a r r e ls  to  f lo u r  sacks in town was s t i l l  two to  

one.

The w in te r  o f  1875-1876 was m i ld  in the c e n t ra l  

H i l l s .  Even in January the h a rd ie r  miners sometimes panned 

out gold in t h e i r  s h i r t - s le e v e s  dur ing  the midday hours.

Some e ig h t  hundred men were in the H i l l s ,  washing out from 

$5 to  $7 a day w i th  hopes o f  more when the weather improved. 

One e n t h u s ia s t ic  prospec tor ,  perhaps w i th  claims to  s e l l ,  

w rote  to the Cheyenne Leader urging th a t  " a l l  the boys who 

are  not making more than $10 per day [should] come to  the  

Black H i l l s . "  During the depression years o f  the mid-seven­

t i e s ,  th a t  was p r e t t y  much o f  a b lanke t  recommendation.9

Custer grew r a p id ly .  During the f i r s t  th ree  months

Q
Harry (Sam) Young, Hard Knocks; A L i f e  Story o f  

the Vanishing West (Chicago: L a ird  and Lee, I n c . , 191$),
187. I t  should be understood th a t  whenever Young is used 
as a source i t  is fo r  local c o lo r  r a th e r  than r e l i a b i l i t y .

^22 January 1876.
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o f  1 8 7 6  someone, probably  an o p t im is t ,  estimated th a t  from 

s ix  to  ten thousand men had come in to  the area .  A small 

smelter  was b u i l t  and an assay o f f i c e  was set up during  

February. These twin aids to promotion a lso  must have helped 

to a d v e r t is e  the H i l l s .  A sawmill run by Dave Ducent and Pat 

Murphy was set up e a r ly  in the same month to prov ide lumber 

fo r  s lu ices  and fo r  houses. Town lots 50 by 100 fe e t  sold  

fo r  $ 2 5  to $ 5 0 0 , the higher p r ic e  being charged along Crook 

S t r e e t ,  the main thoroughfare .  This had been la id  out two 

hundred fe e t  wide to permit  a bu l l  team to turn around in the  

middle o f  the business d i s t r i c t .  The same month saw the  

f i r s t  hotel b u i l t  by a Mr. Druggeman. Custer was on the  

boom.

Such a t h r i v i n g  community needed a municipal govern­

ment, e s p e c ia l l y  as the federa l  government refused to  recog­

n iz e  the miners' presence in the H i l l s  or appoint United  

States  marshals to keep the peace. In March 1876 a mass 

meeting set up a p ro v is io n a l  government. Tom Hooper was 

e le c te d  "Supreme Judge" o f  the Black H i l l s ,  and E. P. K e i f f e r  

and H. F. Smith j u s t i c e s  o f  the peace. Joseph Bemis was 

e le c te d  mayor o f  Custer ,  w i th  à town board o f  twelve to give  

him moral support, which he e v id e n t ly  needed.^0 John Burrows 

was appointed town marshal, and Harry Young, the saloon-

^^Edwin P. Cur ley ,  Guide to the Black H i l l s  (Chicago:  
p r i v a t e l y  p r in te d ,  1877), 48,  70 -71 ,  speaks q u i te  d isparag-  
in g ly  o f  Bemi s .
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keeper, se lec ted  as his deputy, probably  on the supposit ion  

th a t  as much o f  the t ro u b le  in town o r ig in a t e d  in h is  p lace  

the  le a s t  he could do was help to suppress i t .

Burrows and Young handled c r im in a l  cases w i th  r e ­

sourcefulness and aplomb. Serious m a le fac to rs  were sent to  

Cheyenne fo r  t r i a l ,  and p e t ty  c r im in a ls  f in e d  l o c a l l y  to 

f in an ce  the c i t y  government. The f i r s t  rea l  c r im in a l  t r i a l  

was th a t  o f  C. C. Clayton who had murdered one Boueyer, a 

h a l f - b r e e d .  The miners ,  h e s i ta n t  about t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  and 

r a th e r  sympathiz ing w i th  C layton,  merely  e x p e l led  the mur­

dere r  from town. The e a r l i e s t  c i v i l  cases were over land.  

F i r s t  W i l l ia m  Coad secured possession o f  a town lo t  from 

one Swartout,  an adverse c la im a n t .  Next Captain Jack Craw­

fo rd ,  th e  poet scout ,  sued Dr. F l i c k  fo r  having thrown him 

out o f  a cabin .  F l i c k  t e s t i f i e d  th a t  he had b u i l t  the  cabin  

in question w i th  h is  own hands during the summer o f  1875, 

then l e f t  w i th  General Crook. In h is  absence Captain P o l ­

lock had occupied the  premises, and when he l e f t .  Captain  

Jack had moved in .  Return ing ,  F l i c k  se ized an op p o r tu n i ty  

to reoccupy the cabin when Captain Jack was absent.  Craw­

f o r d 's  lawyer cla imed to  the five-man j u r y  th a t  ( 1 )  no land 

t i t l e s  were good on the  Indian re s e rv a t io n ;  ( 2 )  th a t  F l i c k  

had obvious ly  abandoned the b u i ld in g ;  and ( 3 )  th a t  Crawford 

was in legal possession and had been f o r c i b l y  e v ic te d .  The 

miners,  s e n s i t i v e  to  t h i s  a t t a c k  upon Black H i l l s  land t i t l e s ,  

h a s t i l y  found fo r  F l ic k .^ ^

^^Jesse Brown and A. M. W i l l a r d ,  The Black H i l l s
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By March, the town o f  Custer had a populat ion  o f  f i v e  

to s ix  hundred, among whom were a t  le a s t  twenty persons r e ­

f e r r e d  to  ra th er  s l i g h t i n g l y  as " fem a les ."  These doubtless  

helped to  swell the  number o f  business estab l ishments in 

town, which a lso  included s ix  general s to re s ,  two b a k er ie s ,  

and numerous saloons. There were about th re e  hundred houses 

w ith  as many more under construct ion  but not many were worth  

bragging about. The roof  o f  one co l la p se d ,  k i l l i n g  C h a r l ie  

H o lt  o f  Sioux C i t y  and s e r io u s ly  in j u r i n g  h is  p a r tn e r .  Cap­

ta in  Jack, who never learned the v i c t i m 's  la s t  name, w rote :

Poor C h a r l i e  braved the w in t e r y  storms.
And footed i t  a l l  the way;
And now he is a b leeding co rp s e - -
He died a t  dawn t o d a y .12

This somehow says co ns iderab le ,  one way and another ,  about

l i f e  in a mining camp and the way the miners reacted to i t .

As the spring thaws began one o f  the f i r s t  s i g n i f i ­

cant gold shipments l e f t  the H i l l s :  Emil Faust and D. G.

T a l l e n t  c a r r i e d  $ 1 ,000  worth o f  dust from Custer to Cheyenne, 

where i t  created  an understandable commotion. B e t te r  weath­

e r ,  however, a ls o  a l lowed m igrat ion  to the r ic h e r  p la c e rs  in 

the northern H i l l s  and by mid-March Custer had s t a r te d  to  

d e c l in e .  J. M. Ward, who a r r iv e d  in Cheyenne on 11 March r e ­

ported th a t  he had passed 978 persons, in c lud ing  twenty-seven

Trai  Is (Rapid C i t y :  Rapid C i ty  Journal Company, 1924) , 342.
Ta 1 l e n t .  The Black H i l l s . 265.

^^John W al la ce  Crawford, The Poet Scout (San Fran­
c isco :  H. K e l l e r ,  1879) ,  130.
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"females" headed fo r  the H i l l s - - b u t  most o f  them passed 

through Custer and kept on going. In A p r i l  J e r r y  Bryan, an 

l l l i n o i s i a n ,  paused in town, where he was t o ld  th a t  Custer  

conta ined four hundred houses. Bryan al lowed th a t  the e s t i ­

mate was c o r r e c t ,  i f  i t  included " a l l  kinds o f  Houses."

Bryan ended his stay in a hurdy-gurdy saloon f i l l e d  to ca­

p a c i t y  w i th  miners being e n te r ta in e d  by h a l f -a -d o z e n  games 

o f  chance and "4 or 5 B l i s t e r s . "  He concluded th a t  "A Ruff  

crowd is Custer" and he was probably r i g h t . ^3

In l a t e  A p r i l  1876 increas ing  Indian h o s t i l i t y  began 

to  d is tu rb  the Custer c i t i z e n s .  A company o f  two hundred 

m i l i t ia m e n  was formed under Major Wynkoop to  p ro te c t  the  

town, along w ith  a sm al le r  p a r t y  o f  scouts under the command 

o f  Captain Jack. The whole was commanded by Mayor Bemis, 

and was re fe r re d  to c o l l e c t i v e l y  as the "Custer  Minute Men," 

perhaps due to a fanc ied  s i m i l a r i t y  to the  p a t r i o t s  o f  Lex­

ington and Concord, or  because they never got so fa r  from 

town th a t  they could not re tu rn  in a minute.

Custer q u ic k ly  recognized the f u r t h e r  th r e a t  to  her  

p r o s p e r i t y  posed by the boom in the northern H i l l s .  In A p r i l  

a committee compiled a l i s t  o f  unlocated mines and placers  

in Deadwood, in order  t h a t  "when people a r r i v e  in Custer they  

may be conducted to any p a r t  o f  the country they p r e f e r ,  and

^^Jerry Bryan, An I l l i n o i s  Gold Hunter in the Black  
H i l l s  ( S p r i n g f i e l d :  I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society .
i m r .  25.
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know before they s t a r t  from here what they w i l l  f i n d . ” Too 

many p i lg r im s ,  the Custer businessmen decided, had come to  

town, hung around w i thou t  any d e f i n i t e  o b je c t iv e s ,  and then 

gone home broke and d isappointed .  Custer might not be ab le  

to equal the Deadwood gold, but the town was a t  leas t  a w e l l -  

es tab l ish ed  supply base and fought to stay In business. The 

town, however, continued to dec l in e .  The d i f f i c u l t y  o f  work­

ing the French Creek p la c e rs ,  which required a large In v e s t ­

ment In d i tc h in g  and h y d rau l ic  equipment, combined w i th  the  

lu re  o f  r ic h e r  harvests f a r t h e r  north to depopulate Custer .  

During the summer o f  1876 the sole Income o f  the town was 

derived from " f le e c in g "  ra th e r  than supplying miners.  One 

correspondent ba re ly  escaped a $5 f in e  fo r  d ischarging his  

gun w i t h in  the c i t y  l i m i t s .  He thought th is  a l i t t l e  grasp­

ing, as th ere  were not then tw e n ty - f iv e  persons In Custer  

fo r  him to have h l t . ^ ^

Custer was never complete ly deserted and by the f a l l  

o f  1876 I t  had begun to grow again . The s i x t y  fa m i l ie s  In 

the area supplied t w e n t y - f i v e  ch i ld ren  to Miss N e l l i e  S c o t t 's  

school, which opened In J. W. L y t le 's  house on 7 August. In 

November the town government was reorganized w i th  J.W.C.

White the Supreme Court judge and G. W. Rothrock pres ident  

o f  the town board. A. R. Kennedy published the Custer Herald

^^Joseph G. Bemis, quoted In Larsen, "Black H i l l s  
Gold Rush," 317. Leander P. Richardson, "A T r ip  to the  
Black H i l l s , "  S c r i b n e r 's . X I I I  (A p r i l  1877), 754. Cur ley ,  
Guide to the Black H i l l s .  72.
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in January 1877 but soon sold out to  James Bartholomew. 

Bartholomew, eager to b e t t e r  h im s e l f ,  loaded the press and 

type on a wagon and l e f t  town headed fo r  Deadwood. I ra te  

c i t i z e n s  who wanted the paper to cont inue rushed a f t e r  him, 

se ized his p rop er ty ,  and f o r c i b l y  returned him to Custer.  

There he was compelled to  s tay  in s p i t e  o f  h is  s p i r i t e d  re ­

quests fo r  m i l i t a r y  a id .  Bartholomew was l a t e r  given the  

postmastership o f  Custer ,  but even t h is  p o l i t i c a l  plum could  

not hold him long, and in August he escaped w i th  his equip­

ment to  Centra l  C i t y .  The Herald was soon fo l lowed by the  

Custer C h r o n ic le , which continues to the present day.^5

The hard-fought  Custer e le c t io n  o f  1877 involved a 

co ntes t  over the Custer county seat as w e l 1 as various o ther  

p u b l ic  o f f i c e s .  P o te n t ia l  vo ters  were r e c r u i t e d  a l l  over  

the H i l l s ,  refreshed a t  local  bars ,  and hauled to the p o l ls  

as o f te n  as the opposit ion  p e rm i t te d .  When the town o f  Hay­

ward emerged the v i c t o r ,  resourcefu l  Custer p a t r i o t s  s t o le  

the county records. But i t  was a l l  in v a in ,  fo r  Hayward r e ­

mained f i r m l y  in contro l  u n t i l  1879.^^

In 1878 Custer mining began to  f l o u r i s h  again as the  

northern  p lacers  and hardrock cla ims were worked out or  taken

^^The Cheyenne D a i l y  Leader speaks o f  N e l l i e  S co t t ,
15 August 1876; T a l l e n t .  The Black H i l l s , c a l l s  her C a r r ie .  
N e i t h e r  source is noted fo r  g e t t in g  names c o r r e c t .  Douglas 
Crawford McMurtr ie ,  E a r ly  P r in t in g  in Wyoming and the Black  
H i l l s  (H a t t ie s b u rg ,  M is s is s ip p i :  The Book Farm, 1943j ,  63,
a 1 though compiled s o le ly  from Wyoming papers which mention 
Black H i l l s  items, is an in v a lu a b le  guide.

^^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 17 November 1877.
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up by eastern  in ves to rs .  The whole o f  the c e n t ra l  H i l l s  ex­

perienced a second boom as new deposits  were discovered. As 

l a t e  as August 1879 one o f  the  p lac e r  camps in the ce n tra l

H i l l s  sent f i v e  hundred ounces o f  gold dust to  Deadwood fo r

de p o s i t .  The rush to these p lacers  coupled w i t h  renewed in ­

t e r e s t  in hardrock p o s s i b i l i t i e s  brought renewed p ro s p e r i ty  

to C uster .  The s to ry  o f  the Grand Junction and the A t l a n t i c  

mines, a l i t t l e  l a t e r  than the  per iod  covered here,  is t y p i ­

cal o f  the  a rea :  A modest f i n d ,  boomed by in te re s te d  p a r ­

t i e s ,  was unloaded on unsuspecting e a s te rn e rs .  These 

specu lators  te m p o ra r i ly  brought p r o s p e r i ty  to Custer as they  

endeavored to develop the p r o p e r t ie s  in to  a paying propos i­

t i o n ,  but the  f a i l u r e  o f  the  mines re su l ted  in eventual de­

c l i n e  and renewed depression. The Black H i l l s  ha b i t  o f

swindl ing  eastern investors  soon cut o f f  t h i s  p rev iou s ly  

l u c r a t i v e  source o f  income, and gave the  H i l l s  a deserved 

but unwelcome reputa t ion  fo r  ingenious mining swindles.

C u s te r 's  h is t o r y  is indeed the s to ry  o f  most o f  the  

Black H i l l s  towns--a b r i e f ,  tempestuous e a r ly  rush, fo l lowed  

by m ig ra t io n  to r i c h e r ,  f a r t h e r  gold f i e l d s .  Then, sporadic  

re turns to open up new prospects ,  fo l lowed by another depres­

sion when the new d isc o v e r ie s  proved f r u i t l e s s .  No town in 

the H i l l s ,  except fo r  Lead w i th  i t s  mighty Homestake ore  

body, has prospered to the present on the  "d iggings" which 

brought i t  i t s  i n i t i a l  prominence.

H i l l  C i t y ,  or  H i l y o ,  a t  the  confluence o f  Newton



113

Fork and Spring Creek, was the  second major town es tab l ished  

in the  H i l l s .  The nearby Jenney Mining D i s t r i c t  was r ich  

and i t s  gold seemed a l i k e l y  base on which to  b u i ld .  Mark V. 

Boughton, ex-mayor o f  Cheyenne, shipped in a sawmill and 

James W. A l le n ,  a prospector on Spring Creek, brought in a 

wagon-load o f  mining to o ls .  By 22 January 1876 th e re  were 

t h i r t y  houses in H i l l  C i ty  and logs on hand to  b u i ld  seventy  

more. A group o f  Bismarck investors  were b u i ld in g  two stores  

and a hote l  and urging t h e i r  fe l lo w  townsmen to m igra te  to 

H i l l  C i t y .  There was l i t t l e  ac tua l  gold production fo r  the  

cold  weather hampered panning, but the miners spent the w in ­

t e r  roaming the nearby h i l l s  and v a l le y s  looking fo r  the  

r ic h e s t  depos its ,  which they hoped to work in f a i r e r  weather.

The town s i t e  was organized and p l a t t e d  in February 

by Robert Florman, Thomas Harvey, John M i l l e r ,  and Hugh Mc­

Cullough. W. G. Hormins was e le c te d  se cre ta ry  and recorder  

o f  a new H i l l  C i ty  Mining D i s t r i c t  along Spring Creek. E v i ­

d e n t ly  town government brought p r o s p e r i ty ,  fo r  by 27 February  

th e re  were 250 houses. These must have been torn down for  

fi rewood as the miners l e f t ,  fo r  on 15 A p r i l  on ly  f i f t y  r e ­

mained. Even though H i l l  C i t y  p lacers  had s t e a d i l y  produced 

from $3 to  $8 per day, news o f  the Deadwood s t r i k e s  and the  

t h r e a t  o f  Indian h o s t i l i t i e s  emptied H i l l  C i t y ,  which once 

was reduced to a populat ion o f  one man and a d o g . '7

^^The problem o f  the  number o f  houses in the e a r ly  
towns is  p e rp lex in g .  I t  depends on what sort  o f  a dw el l ing
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H i l l  C i ty  prospered again in 1877 as the miners re ­

turned to the meager but tes ted  p la c e rs .  L i t t l e  towns l i k e  

Newton Fork and Nugget Gulch sprang up, w h i le  hardrock leads 

l i k e  the Bengal T ig e r ,  Golden Summit, G r i z z l y  Bear, and Saint  

Elmo brought new a c t i v i t y .  I t  was not u n t i l  the l a t e  iBBO's, 

however, th a t  the a r r i v a l  o f  the r a i l r o a d  and the discovery  

o f  promising t i n  mines brought another boom.

Sheridan, or Golden C i ty  as i t  was then c a l l e d ,  was 

a few miles down Spring Creek from H i l l  C i t y .  Here A. J. 

W il l iam s found one o f  the f i r s t  r ic h  p lacers  in the H i l l s  

when on IB August 1B75 he took $2 worth o f  dust out o f  a 

s in g le  pan o f  ore from S ta n d -o f f  Bar. The bar was so named 

because he had to  "stand o f f "  the o ther  miners w i th  a shot­

gun. In October a group o f  Montana men set up on the lower 

end o f  the bar and in s ix  weeks took out n e a r ly  $ 3 ,00 0 ,  in ­

cluding one $23 nugget. Other cla ims y ie lded  from $12 to 

$20 per day to the man. In the f a l l  o f  1B75 a town was la id  

out,  which by February boasted four stores and several  

houses. As in H i l l  C i t y ,  Indians were a problem, but the  

c i t i z e n s  o f  Sheridan seem to have been o f  s te rn e r  f i b e r  than 

t h e i r  neighbors, fo r  the o u t ly in g  houses were b u i l t  w i th  

loopholes a l l  around and shelves under the windows where the  

women and c h i ld re n  coul& hide in case o f  a t t a c k . 18

one c a l l s  a house, inc lud ing f lo ored  te n t s ,  dugouts, and 
hovels g e n e ra l ly .  In a d d i t io n ,  any house which was deserted  
soon disappeared, forming p a r t  o f  the home and f i r e  o f  the 
other miners nearby.

1AA. T. Andreas, Andreas' H i s t o r i c a l  A t la s  o f  Dakota
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One miner,  Norman McCully, is  sa id to have gotten  

out $3 ,000  worth o f  dust and attempted to c a r ry  i t  a lone to  

Rapid C i t y .  Wayla id on the t r a i l  by a drunken s o ld ie r  he 

was murdered and the gold hidden nearby. As the s o l d i e r ' s  

g u i l t  could not be c l e a r l y  e s ta b l is h e d ,  he was merely sen­

tenced to imprisonment a t  Fort Benton, Montana, where he 

was put to  work in the prison sawm il l .  Chided one day about 

the murdered miner,  he th ru s t  h is  tormentor in to  the c i r c u l a r  

saw and "p ar ted  his h a i r  c le a r  down to  his n a v e l . "  The res t  

o f  the sawmill gang, j u s t i f i a b l y  outraged,  hanged him from 

the r a f t e r s  w i thou t  in q u iry  about the missing gold. I t  is 

s t i l l  m is s i n g .^9

Sheridan, l i k e  the o ther  c e n t r a l  H i l l s  towns, was 

deserted in the spring o f  1876 when the miners rushed to  

Deadwood, but by the next year new p la c e rs  had been found 

and the town rev ived .  Some o f  the bars y ie lde d  $5 to $25 

per day to  the  man, even though much o f  the miners' time was 

taken up hau l ing  the gravel as f a r  as a m i le  to w a te r .  There 

was a good market in town lo ts  and p la c e r  cla ims sold fo r  $15 

a fo o t .  When Pennington County was organized in A p r i l  1877 

the commissioners, R. H. Vosburg, M. M. F u l l e r ,  and Sam Coats

(Chicago; A. T. Andreas, 1884), 121. Mrs. E. B. Hulze ,  who 
l iv e d  in one o f  the cabins during the Ghost Dance u p r is in g ,  
re c a l le d  the de fensive  measures.

^^Lee [Leland] Case, Lee's  O f f i c i a l  Guidebook to the  
Black H i l l s  and Badlands (S tu rg i  s : Black H i l l s  and Badlands
A s s o c iâ t io n , 194$) , 63.
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f i r s t  met a t  Rapid C i t y ,  but by 7 May they had decided th a t  

Sheridan was the more promising town. A log cabin th ere  

served as the t e r r i t o r i a l  c i r c u i t  court  when Judge G r a n v i l l e  

Bennett presided over the f i r s t  legal session held in the  

Black H i l l s .  Rapid C i t y ,  however, grew f a s t e r  and on 21 

November replaced Sheridan as the county seat .  Some nearby 

hardrock mines l i k e  the J. R. and the Queen Bee l a t e r  brought 

a l i t t l e  business to Sheridan, and hopes o f  a copper s t r i k e  

a t  the Blue Lead were o f ten  rev ived .  None o f  the mines 

prospered and the town e v e n tu a l ly  dwindled to a few farms 

which in the 19 4 0 's were covered by the waters  impounded 

by Sheridan Dam.^O

Prospectors found gold on upper Rapid Creek, near 

what was to  become P ac to la ,  during the summer o f  1875. This 

area ,  where General Crook had camped when he issued his  

proclamation to the miners,  was a t  f i r s t  c a l l e d  Camp Crook 

in his honor. I t  was here th a t  a few o f  the miners hid and 

evaded the searches o f  both Crook and Captain P o l lo c k .  The 

spring o f  1076 saw an increase in mining a c t i v i t y  as James C. 

Sherman and several  companions opened up and a d v e r t is e d  the  

gold deposits .  Miners rushed i n - - o f t e n  250 or  th re e  hundred 

attended miners' meetings--and the town grew r a p id ly .

^^Carl H. Leedy, Golden Days in the Black H i l l s  
(Rapid C i ty :  Holmgren's , In c . ,  I S o l ) ,  8 - 9 .  Leedy and hi s
w i f e ,  the daughter o f  an e a r ly  Sheridan s e t t l e r ,  l iv e d  in 
the town fo r  years.  Further  in formation is in T a l l e n t ,  The 
Black Hi 11s. 41 8 -1 9 ,  and 457-58 .
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Sherman managed the local h o t e l ,  a general s to re  served the  

miners, and both the Cheyenne and the Sidney stages brought 

in new prospectors.  Camp Crook, too, su f fe red  from the rush 

to the northern H i l l s ,  and l i k e  the o ther  mining camps, r e ­

covered as fu r t h e r  p lacers  and lodes were found. The Rapid 

Creek Mining and Manufacturing Company employed e ig h ty  men 

under the d i re c t io n  o f  Judge H. N. Maguire in an attempt to  

b u i ld  a s i x - m i le  flume to the gravel a t  the P h i la d e lp h ia  

Bar, below town. When confusion arose between Camp Crook 

and Crook C i t y  to the no r th ,  Maguire suggested the name 

P acto la ,  based on Pacto lus ,  the Lydian r i v e r  o f  golden sands. 

The miners, pleased w i th  t h is  apt and c la s s ic a l  imagery, 

h e a r t i l y  agreed to the proposal.  The flume scheme co l lapsed  

and though others fo l lowed Pactola never became a prosperous 

town. I t s  remains now l i e  beneath the waters o f  Pactola  

Lake.

The s tory  o f  John R. Brennan, founder o f  Rapid C i t y ,  

is ty p ic a l  o f  the way the H i l l s  were s e t t l e d .  Brennan,

George W. Stokes, George Ashton, and W. Hawley came to Fort  

Laramie in October 1875 where they jo in e d  C a l i f o r n i a  Joe 

M i ln e r ,  George Palmer, and others on the way to the H i l l s .

The p a r ty  came f i r s t  to  Custer ,  then pushed on to H i l l  C i t y  

where i t  fo l lowed Spring Creek to the mouth o f  Palmer Gulch.

^ W a l l e n t ,  The Black H i l l s . 462-65 .  Andreas,
Andreas' H is t o r ic a l  A t la s  o f  Dakota. 113. Brown and W i l l a r d ,  
The Black H i l l s  f r a i l s .  426-^71
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Here, on 3 November, the p a r ty  found evidence o f  r ich  p la c e r  

depos its ,  and decided to s tay  fo r  the w in t e r .  They b u i l t  

two cabins and on 10 December held a meeting in one o f  them 

to name the Gulch and draw up a code o f  laws to  govern the  

miners in i t .  L i f e  in the Gulch was p lea s a n t .  There was 

ample game--so much so th a t  by Christmas the frozen carcasses  

o f  twenty-one deer hung about the cabins as insurance aga in s t  

s ta r v a t io n .  Nor were the amenit ies o f  l i f e  e n t i r e l y  lack ing .  

Stokes ingeniously w h i t t l e d  a washboard by scoring the sur­

face o f  a f l a t t e n e d  log; h is companions found i t  so useful  

th a t  they washed c lo thes  c o n t i n u a l ly  fo r  the next  several  

days. For Christmas Stokes attempted an apple  p ie ,  using  

d r ied  apples and deer f a t ,  but th is  was not as successful  

as the washboard.22

The bedrock in Palmer Gulch seemed r ic h  in gold,  b u t  

the deposits  lay deep and were flooded w i th  ground water  to  

w i t h in  four fe e t  o f  the surface .  Palmer, an experienced  

prospector ,  suggested a long, deep d i tc h  to  d ra in  the g ra v e l ,  

and work was begun ac co rd in g ly .  The d i tc h  diggers ruined two 

axes, chopping out the frozen sod so others w i t h  p ick  and

22john R. Brennan, "Some E a r ly  H is t o r y  o f  the Black  
H i l l s  o f  South Dakota ,"  manuscript , n. d . , S h e l f  2, T i e r  6,  
South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty ,  describes the  p a r ty  in de­
t a i l .  George W. Stokes and Howard R. Driggs, Deadwood Gold;
A Story o f  the Black H i l l s  (Chicago: World Book Company,
1926). passim, and Stokes' a r t i c l e  in the Casper, Wyoming, 
D a i ly  T r ib u n e . 27 Ju ly  1922, as quoted by Agnes Wright  
Spring. Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage and Express Routes 
(G lendale ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  A r thu r  H. C la rk  Company, 1949), 72-
73, a re  a lso  f i r s t h a n d  accounts.
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shovel could reach the unfrozen d i r t  lower down. The work 

was arduous and the miners q u i t  one a f t e r  another .  One 

morning Brennan climbed out o f  the d i t c h ,  threw his shovel 

on the ground, and swore he would never lay hands on another  

mining t o o l .  He departed to begin the  town o f  Rapid C i t y .  

Stokes and Palmer continued working the  gulch and took out  

$1 ,000 each, to  become the most successful miners in the  

area .  Palmer Gulch, although thoroughly  prospected from end 

to end and surrounded by hardrock c la im s ,  was spotty  and 

never became a prosperous mining d i s t r i c t .

Brennan l e f t  Palmer Gulch in February 1876, and on 

the 25th he and W. P. M a r t in ,  J.  W. A l l e n ,  James Carney,  

W il l ia m  N utt  l e ,  Sam S c o t t ,  and W i l l i a m  Marston la id  out the  

town o f  Rapid C i t y  on Rapid Creek j u s t  o u ts id e  the mountains.  

Scott  surveyed the town w i th  a pocket compass and tape meas­

u re ,  which is one reason why the o ld  p a r t  o f  town does not 

run due north and south. S ix  blocks in the cen te r  o f  town 

were d iv ided  up in to  lo ts  and d i s t r i b u t e d  among the founders,  

each man re ce iv in g  f i v e .  Two days l a t e r  a small p a r ty  from 

Yankton a r r i v e d  in Rapid C i t y  and urged th a t  a wagon road 

be l a i d  out through the  Bad Lands to Fort  P ie r r e .  Brennan 

and Frank Conely agreed to  re turn  w i t h  them and mark a t r a i l  

on the  way. At Fort  P ie r re  Conely met General Campbell w i th  

one hundred prospectors ,  and guided them to Rapid C i t y ,  w h i le  

a few days l a t e r  Brennan brought in another  hundred men com­

manded by John Oil  Io n .^3

^^Peter Rosen, Pa-Ha-Sa-Pah; o r  the  Black H i l l s  o f
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W hile  Brennan and Conely were away a p a r ty  o f  two 

hundred Bismarck men came in to  Rapid C i t y  and o f fe re d  to 

s e t t l e  th e re  i f  given every o ther  b lock in the new town.

The town's founders refused to  do business, and the Bismarck 

group moved up creek th re e  and o n e -h a l f  m iles where they 

founded Upper Rapid fo r  t h e m s e l v e s . ^4

The spring and summer o f  1876 was no t ime fo r  In ­

te rn a l  d iv is io n  among the miners.  Indian ra ids  became i n ­

c rea s in g ly  frequent on the eastern s ide  o f  the H i l l s  near  

the re s e rv a t io n .  By May, deaths and deser t ion  had reduced 

Rapid C i ty  to a populat ion o f  nineteen men. They b u i l t  a 

two-story  blockhouse t h l r t y  fe e t  square a t  the corner o f  

F i f t h  and Rapid S t re e ts  and dug in fo r  a f i g h t .  The ir  de­

te rm ina t ion  soon paid o f f  and a t t r a c t e d  o ther  s e t t l e r s .  When 

Upper Rapid had to  be abandoned on 27 August due to continued  

Indian a t ta c k s  th ere  were enough men In Rapid C i ty  to come 

to the Bismarckers'  ass is tan ce  and prov ide  p ro te c t io n  during  

the move.

In s p i t e  o f  Indian t roub les  the Rapid Creek p lacers

South Dakota ( S t .  Louis: Nixon-Jones, 1895), 259. Brennan
MS, 12-21.

^^Rapid C i t y .  South Dakota ( n . p . , n . d . ,  ci rca 
1891?) conta ins another account by Brennan o f  the founding  
o f  the town. Rapid C i t y  and Upper Rapid were separated from 
Pactola by the tortuous length o f  Rapid Canyon.

C. Townsend, Rapid C i t y ,  1 September 1876, to  
I .  C. B e v e l l in g ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Massachusetts. Typescr ipt  
copy. Rapid C i ty  Pub l ic  L ib ra ry ,  Black H i l l s  F i l e  Cabinet ,  
Drawer 3.
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prospered. Nels Velstrom, two miles above Rapid C i t y ,  washed 

out a pound o f  gold a week and many others did n e a r ly  as w e l l .  

A l len  and Conear w i th  four helpers took out $2,000 in a s in g le  

day, e v id e n t ly  from a r ich  pocket.  In June 1876 f i v e  hundred 

miners were working up and down the creek above Rapid C i t y .  

Bedrock, however, was tw e n ty -e ig h t  fe e t  down. Pumps and 

drainage d i tches were needed to f r e e  the workings o f  excess 

w ate r ,  and dams were b u i l t  to keep i t  from flowing back in to  

the mines again .  Rapid Creek p lacers  were o f ten  v a lu a b le ,  

but l i k e  most o f  the c e n tra l  H i l l s  depos its ,  they were no 

place fo r  the poor man who had to work alone.

By the end o f  1876 Rapid C i ty  had a populat ion o f  

about th ree  hundred, not counting the miners up and down the  

creek.  Two general stores did a modest business, w h i le  Bren­

nan's two-room hotel th r iv e d .  In the d in ing  room the genia l  

host took his patrons '  orders and shouted toward the k i tchen .  

He then went to the k itchen h im s e l f ,  cooked the meal, and 

served i t  to his customers, m ain ta in ing  the i l l u s i o n  o f  a 

bevy o f  servants a t  h is  beck and c a l l .^ G

Brennan did not r e a l l y  need to go to  a l l  th a t  t r o u b le ,  

fo r  Rapid C i t y  was not yet a m etrop o l is .  Two stage l in e s  had 

t r i e d  to come in from Fort P ie r re  during the summer o f  1876, 

but Indian a t tacks  had forced them to suspend op era t ions .

I t  was not u n t i l  March 1877 th a t  a p i lg r im  bound fo r  the H i l l s

Z ^ T a l le n t ,  The Black H i l l s .  305.
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could come to  Rapid C i t y  in s t y l e  on the  reg u la r  coach from 

Sidney, Nebraska. Rapid C i t y ' s  r o le  as county seat o f  Pen­

nington County added d i g n i t y  to the  town and doubtless helped 

bring in i t s  f i r s t  newspaper, the Black H i l l s  J o u r n a l . which 

began c i r c u l a t i o n  5 January 1878. By t h a t  t ime th ere  were  

about one thousand miners along Rapid Creek, fo r  w i th  the  

end o f  Indian h o s t i l i t i e s  Rapid C i t y ' s  combination o f  easy 

access, r ic h  p la c e rs ,  and f e r t i l e  v a l l e y  land had made her  

the "Gate C i ty "  o f  the H i l l s . ^ ?

Meanwhile, several towns such as Harney, Rosebud, 

and Hayward had sprung up along B a t t l e  Creek in the eastern  

H i l l s .  Gold was found near Hayward, fo r  example, in 1875, 

when Professor W a l te r  P. Jenney p u l le d  up a rose bush and 

shook 50<i worth o f  dust from i t s  roo ts .  Charles P h i l l i p s ,

Phi 11 ip Brown, and Judge W i l l i s  s e t t l e d  in the area in the  

f a l l  o f  1876, but Indian a t tac k s  soon forced them to desert  

t h e i r  promising d is co ve r ies .

In November Charles Hayward, James E. Carpenter ,  and 

s ix  Montana miners came to the B a t t l e  Creek area and p l a t t e d  

the town o f  Hayward. Two general s tores  and Hayward's saloon 

catered to the e a r t h ly  needs o f  the miners.  Hol iday e n t e r ­

tainment was provided by s t u f f i n g  an enormous Christmas t r e e  

w ith  g ian t  powder and blowing i t  to  p ie c e s .  By 1877 the town

2 7 u n iv e r s i t y  o f  South Dakota, South Dakota W.P.A. 
W r i t e r ' s  P r o je c t ,  "Annals o f  E a r ly  Rapid C i t y ,  1878-1887,"  
t y p e s c r ip t .  Rapid C i ty  Publ ic  L ib r a ry ,  is  an inva lu ab le  a id  
to the student o f  the town.
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had a populat ion o f  th ree  hundred, th re e  h o te ls ,  ten business 

houses, and twenty saloons. Town lo ts  t h i r t y  by 150 f e e t  

sold fo r  $200. Mines on Iron Creek, Foster Gulch, and B a t t l e  

Creek a l l  pushed the boom along,  w h i le  the construct ion  o f  

two huge flumes to work these p lace rs  provided employment 

fo r  those not o therw ise  engaged.

In 1877 r e la t io n s  between Hayward and Custer were 

v i o l e n t l y  d is tu rbed  by a quarre l  over the locat ion  o f  the  

Custer County seat .  At the d e c is iv e  meeting o f  the th re e -  

man county board, commissioner Hayward favored his town, 

w h i le  E. G. Ward urged th a t  Custer be designated the county 

seat .  N e i th e r  would second the o t h e r 's  motion, and M. D. 

Thompson, in the c h a i r ,  was n e c e s s a r i ly  s i l e n t .  A b r i e f  i n ­

termission was c a l l e d ,  during which Hayward and Thompson d i s ­

cussed the v i r t u e s  o f  Hayward and the rewards i t s  s e le c t io n  

might br ing to a l l  involved.  Thompson then c a l le d  the meet­

ing to o rder ,  and asked Ward to take  the c h a i r  fo r  a moment. 

Then, from the f l o o r ,  Thompson seconded Hayward's motion,  

c a l le d  fo r  a vo te ,  and the motion to  make the town o f  Hayward 

county seat c a r r ie d  unanimously. Ward, as chairman pro 

tempore, could do nothing but p re s id e  over t h is  inspired  

chicanery .  I t  was Hayward's la s t  b id  fo r  p r o s p e r i ty .  The 

county seat was moved to Custer in 1879, and in 1881 a w e l l -

28 Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 7 January 1877. Custer  
Black H i l l s  H e r a ld . 4 January 1877. Robert S trahorn,  Hand­
book o f  Wyoming and Guide to the Black H i l l s  and Big Horn 
Regions (Cheyenne; p r i v a t e l y  p r i n t e d ,  ld 7 7 j ,  234.
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conducted survey showed th a t  Hayward was not in Custer County 

a t  a11.^9

R o c k e r v i l i e ,  or  Captain Jack 's  Dry Diggins,  was d i s ­

covered in December 1876 when W i l l i a m  K e l le r  panned out a 

few b i t s  o f  gold from i t s  w a te r less  p lace rs .  Miners worked 

the gravel w i th  rockers but found the  deposits d i f f i c u l t  to  

handle. The gold lay in c la y  and cement beds and la rge  quan­

t i t i e s  o f  w ater  were needed to wash i t  f r e e .  Hauled in 

wagons to Spring Creek, the gravel  proved r ich  but ha rd ly  

p r o f i t a b l e .  Even so, $150,000 in dust was taken out during  

1877 and $250,000 in 1878. The Black H i l l s  P lacer  Mining  

Company began b u i ld in g  i t s  seventeen-m ile  flume from Sheridan 

to R o c k e r v i l ie  in 1879, and by 1880 there  was ample w ater  a t  

the d iggings .  The company worked i t s  own dry p lacers  and 

sold any surplus w ater  to  the o ther  miners.

The company took out over $500,000 worth o f  gold but 

the high cost o f  b u i ld in g  and m a in ta in ing  the flume, coupled 

w ith  f a n t a s t i c  mismanagement by company o f f i c i a l s ,  made p r o f ­

i t s  impossib le . Ambrose B ierce ,  the local manager a t  Rocker­

vi l i e ,  met and mastered innumerable d i f f i c u l t i e s  but could 

not overcome the in te r fe r e n c e  o f  h is  less informed s uper io rs .  

Some l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s  have imagined th a t  his exper ience w i th  

the flume c o n tr ib u te d  to the b i t te r n e s s  o f  his l a t e r  w r i t ­

ings.^®

^ ^ T a l le n t ,  The Black H i l l s . 396.

3®Paul Fa tout ,  Ambrose B ie rce  and the Black H i l l s
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The town prospered fo r  a w h i le ,  and In 1879 had i t s  

own newspaper, the Black H i l l s  M in e r , a l i v e l y  dance c lu b ,  

a b la c k - fa c e  m ins tre l  t roupe,  and the usual business e s tab ­

l ishments.^*  As the flume f e l l  in to  d i s r e p a i r  and the p l a c ­

ers near i t  were worked ou t ,  business f e l l  o f f  and the town 

stagnated. In recent years i t  has been r e b u i l t  as a t o u r i s t  

ghost town, but the on ly  p iece  o f  the o r i g i n a l  R o c k e r v i l ie  

s t i l l  standing is the mud and stone chimney o f  Cortland  

Rush's cabin .

In s p i t e  o f  the b r e v i t y  o f  t h e i r  boom, the c e n t ra l  

H i l l s  played an important p a r t  in the gold rush. The ir  p l a c ­

ers on French, Spring, and Rapid creeks brought in the f i r s t  

miners in the f a l l  o f  1875, and gave them needed experience  

in f in d in g  and e x p lo i t in g  Black H i l l s  gold deposits .  The 

m ilder  c l im a te  o f  the area o f fe r e d  an op po r tu n i ty  fo r  w in t e r  

prospecting to the miner who might o therwise  have ceased his  

e f f o r t s  amid the snowdrif ts  o f  Deadwood or Negro H i l l .  L a s t ­

ly ,  by p rov id ing  an o u t l e t  fo r  the unemployed o f  the more 

n o r t h e r ly  gold f i e l d s ,  the area re ta ined  in the H i l l s  those  

excess miners who so e ager ly  jo in e d  successive stampedes to  

each new gold discovery .

(Norman: U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma Press, 1956), describes the
flume company in d e t a i l  and quotes many o f  B ie rc e 's  l e t t e r s .  
The Black H i l l s  P lacer  Mining Company, Prospectus (n .  p . ,  
n. d . , ci rca 1879), is a splendid example o f  the o p t i m i s t i c  
q u a l i t i e s  o f  e a r l y  promotional l i t e r a t u r e .

3*The main s t r e e t  was p r o p h e t ic a l ly  named Ascension 
S t r e e t ;  a t  one end o f  i t  is  the famous S tratosphere  Bowl 
from which bal loon ascensions were made in the 1930 's.



CHAPTER VI

THE RUSH TO THE NORTHERN HILLS

Oh, the  dust,  the b e a u t i fu l  dust ,
I ' l l  squeeze a fo r tune  out o f  I t  o r  bust!
I ' l l  brave Red Cloud and his  dusky band.
And p i t c h  my te n t  In the  golden land.
Where w l th  shovel and p ic k  I ' l l  worry the sol 1,
U n t i l  a fo r tune  rewards my t o l l .
And then I ' l l  w a l t z  home to  Mammy and Pappy,
Marry Sarah Jane, s i t  down and be happy. '

The rush to the northern H i l l s  Included th ree  main 

areas: Deadwood along Whitewood Creek In the northern p a r t

o f  the mountains; Negro H i l l  In the northwest;  and fa r  to  

the south the r ich  bars o f  upper Rapid and C as t le  creeks.  

Only the p la c e r  deposits w i l l  be considered here ,  since d i s ­

cussion o f  hardrock mines In these areas belongs to another  

chapter .  The e a r ly  prospectors .  I t  Is t r u e ,  located quar tz  

cla im s,  but they lacked the exper ience ,  machinery, and c a p i ­

t a l  needed to  work them and hence a t  f i r s t  confined t h e i r  

labors to  the p lace rs .

Deadwood Gulch was named fo r  the c l u t t e r  o f  charred  

pines which blocked the e x p lo ra t io n s  o f  e a r l y  prospectors.

^Cheyenne D a l ly  Leader . 2 November 1876.
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P ro p er ly ,  the name ap p l ie d  to only the v a l l e y  o f  Deadwood 

Creek, but i t  soon expanded to include the  whole area where 

Deadwood, C i t y ,  Gold Run, and Strawberry creeks jo in e d  the  

Whitewood. From i t s  headwaters to Crook C i t y  in the f o o t ­

h i l l s  Whitewood Creek was about ten miles long, w h i le  i t s  

numerous t r i b u t a r i e s  provided more than tw ice  th a t  length  

o f  p o t e n t ia l  p la c e rs .  These canyons were fo r  the most p a r t  

narrow and winding, w i th  p re c ip i to u s  w a l ls  towering three  

and four hundred fe e t  above the v a l l e y  f l o o r ,  a n a tu ra l  t rap  

fo r  the gold washed out o f  the nearby lodes. The s in u o s i t ie s  

o f  the v a l l e y  caught and held the tumbling nuggets, w h i le  the  

narrow canyon concentrated the gold so i t  could e a s i l y  be r e ­

covered.^

In the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  August 1875 Frank Bryant,

John B. Pearson, Thomas Moore, Richard Low, James Pierman,

Sam B lo d g e t t ,  and George Hauser came to Whitewood Gulch.

Here they found prospects running from twenty to  f o r t y  cents  

to the pan, and b u i l t  a small log cabin .  Bryant and Pearson 

l e f t  fo r  Fort  Laramie to  br ing  in re inforcements and sup­

p l i e s .  Bryant is g e n e ra l ly  accepted as the  d iscoverer  o f  

gold,  but John S. McClintock,  who came to  the H i l l s  during  

the rush and was acquainted w i th  most o f  the miners, disagreed  

complete ly .  A. S. Blanchard, Tom P atte rson ,  H. A. A lb ien ,

2
Deadwood, oddly enough, was on Whitewood Creek, 

ra th e r  than in Deadwood Gulch. I t  was composed o f  Montana 
C i t y ,  Fountain C i t y ,  E l izabeth tow n,  Chinatown, In g le s id e ,  
Forest H i l l ,  C i ty  Creek, South Deadwood, and C leveland.
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John Verpont,  and one o th e r  man, says McCl intock,  came to 

Deadwood from Custer and found h a l f  a teaspoonful o f  gold 

on 6 September 1875. There was no one e ls e  a t  work in the  

gulch, so they la id  out t h e i r  claims to include the customary 

"one fo r  d isco very ."  The next day W i l l ia m  Smith, John Kane, 

and th ree  companions came to Whitewood and discovered gold 

a t  the mouth o f  Spruce Gulch. Smith, a man who considered  

"a b i rd  in hand the noblest  work o f  God," busied h im se l f  

staking out th ree  cla ims "by v i r t u e  o f  d iscovery" instead o f  

o v e r ly  e x e r t in g  h im se l f  searching fo r  com peti tors .  I t  is 

not s u rp r is in g  th a t  Bryant,  Blanchard,  and Smith d id  not see 

each o th er ;  i t  was not to t h e i r  advantage to do so; each was 

anxious to  avoid capture by the a c t iv e  Captain P o l lo ck ,  and 

each undoubtedly minded h is  own business .3

Bryant and Pearson returned to Deadwood Gulch in 

October, accompanied by a p a r ty  which included W i l l i a m  and 

A l f r e d  Gay and W i l l ia m  Lardner. On 17 November they put up 

a no t ic e  saying th a t  "we, the undersigned, c la im  th re e  hun­

dred fe e t  below t h is  n o t ic e  fo r  d iscovery,  and n ine  hundred 

fe e t  o f  th re e  claims above t h is  n o t ic e  fo r  mining purposes."  

I t  is ev ident  th a t  they did not consider e i t h e r  Blanchard's

^Yankton D a i ly  Press and Dakota ian . 5 August 1875,
6 June 1 8 7 6 . Seth B u l lock ,  "An Account o f  Deadwood and the  
Northern Black H i l l s  in 1876," ed. by Harry H. Anderson,
South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  Col l e c t i o n s . XXXI (1 9 6 2 ) ,  293-94.
John È. McClintock.  Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s  (New 
York: p r i v a t e l y  p r in t e d ,  1939), 3 l - 4 1 .  Peter  Rosen, Pa-Ha-
Sa-Pah (S t .  Louis: Nixon-Jones, 1895), 321.
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or Smith 's  c la im  as having p r i o r i t y .  In December the Gay 

p a r ty  organized the Lost Mining D i s t r i c t ,  and e le c te d  Lardner  

i t s  recorder .  This was q u ic k ly  fo l lowed by the Deadwood, 

Upper Whitewood, and Lower Whitewood D i s t r i c t s .  Wade P or te r  

and Oscar Clyne, re tu rn ing  to  the H i l l s  a f t e r  having been 

chased out fo r  a second t ime by Captain P o l lock ,  found 

B ryant 's  t r a i l  on L i t t l e  Spearf ish  Creek and in December f o l ­

lowed i t  in to  Deadwood. They in turn were fo l lowed by J.  J.  

W il l ia m s ,  W. H. Babcock, Eugene Smith, and o th e rs .  By New 

Year 's  Day 1876 some f i f t y  miners were a t  work in Deadwood 

Gulch, most o f  them tak ing  out a t  least  $10 a day. One man

found a nugget worth $22, and sm al ler  pieces worth from $4

to $6 were common. There was p le n t y  o f  w a te r ,  the gold lay

close to  the surface ,  and the mines paid w e l l .  I t  was the

p e r fe c t  poor man's d iggings.

Deadwood Gulch's va lue  was q u ic k ly  recognized by the  

f i r s t  comers, who moved to assure t h e i r  r ig h ts  to  most o f  

i t .  On 5 January i t  was d iv id e d ,  rim to rim, in to  f o r t y  

th re e -h und re d - fo o t  c la im s,  and land not a l rea dy  located d i s ­

t r ib u te d  to  the miners by l o t .  By the second week in January  

every fo o t  o f  ground in the area was taken up, va lu a b le  or  

not.  The Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader p u b l ic iz e d  the new d is co v er ­

ies and prospectors and su pp l ie rs  began to pour in as soon 

as the roads were passable in the spring .  Deadwood Gulch, 

which one immigrant described as " th re e  miles long and f i f t y  

fe e t  w id e ,"  became a c i t y  o f  c lo th .  Every man l iv e d  in a
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t e n t ,  i f  he had one, or  got a scrap o f  te n t in g  to cover the  

brush roof  o f  h is  w ik iu p .  Merchants d isp layed  thousands o f  

d o l l a r s '  worth o f  goods under canvas. In some o f  the more 

e la b o ra te  s t ru c tu re s  " la s c iv io u s  p ic tu r e s  were p ro fu s e ly  d i s ­

played" and sounds o f  unholy r e v e l r y  might be heard, fo r  

mining is rough work and a t  lea s t  some o f  the prospectors  

sought the coarsest  en te r ta inm ent .  Every o ther  te n t  was a 

saloon, i t s  bar an upended b a r r e l ,  i t s  equipment a d i r t y  

glass or two.^

Miners,  merchants, and e n t e r t a in e r s  swarmed in to  

Deadwood. Four hundred were in the gulch by 12 February,  

s ix  hundred by 6 March. Many c o n s i s t e n t ly  washed out f i v e  

cents to  the pan; an industr ious  miner on Bobta i l  Gulch took  

out a steady $5 an hour. Heavy spring snows slowed down 

product ion ,  but by June some cla ims were paying $100 to  

$2 ,000 a day. M iners '  wages ran from $4 to  $5 .50  fo r  ex ­

perienced men, but cash jobs were scarce,  and l i v i n g  expenses 

high.

The c i t y  o f  Deadwood, j u s t  below the confluence o f  

Deadwood and Whitewood creeks,  was l a i d  out on 26 A p r i l  1876 

by Craven Lee, Isaac Brown, and J.  J. W i l l ia m s .  E. B.

^Agnes Wright Spring, Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage 
and Express Routes (G lenda le ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  Arthur  H. C la rk
Company, 1&49), P+S. A. T. Andreas, Andreas' H i s t o r i c a l  A t ­
las o f  Dakota (Chicago: A. T. Andreasl 1884), 110, 122-23.
H. N. Magui re .  The Bjack H i l l s  and American Wonderland 
(Chicago: The Lakeside L ib r a ry ,  V o l .  4 ,  No. 82, Donnel ly ,
Loyd & Co.,  1877) , 292.
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Farnum, a merchant, was e le c te d  mayor and was o f ten  seen 

seated on a sack o f  f l o u r  o r  f l i t c h  o f  bacon, dispensing  

j u s t i c e  and grocer ies  w i th  equal i m p a r t i a l i t y .  Three saw­

m i l l s  produced 32 ,000 board fe e t  o f  lumber a day, and the  

te n ts  q u ic k ly  gave way to  log cabins and f a l s e - f r o n t e d  frame 

b u i ld in g s .  The General Custer House and the Grand Centra l  

Hotel were e s p e c ia l l y  imposing. J.  Vandanicker ran the I X L 

R estaurant ,  and ad v e r t is e d  h e a v i ly  in the Black H i l l s  P io­

neer . which began p u b l ic a t io n  on 8 June. Soon Deadwood 

looked l i k e  a "heap o f  lemon boxes propped up on broom­

s t i c k s , "  fo r  when the  miners came to a house they kept r ig h t  

on d igg in g ,  rep lac ing  the earth  w i th  poles to  hold up the  

b u i ld in g  overhead.5

Mining became in c re a s in g ly  product ive  as the weather  

improved and the best ground opened up. Egan and Company a t  

the forks  o f  Gold Run r e g u la r ly  took out fourteen ounces o f  

gold a day. Number 6 below discovery on Deadwood y ie lded  

$2 ,300  in a s in g le  c lean -up ;  a t h r e e -q u a r te r  in t e r e s t  l a t e r  

sold fo r  $4 ,700 ,  a f t e r  th e  c la im  had been worked ou t .  The 

average p lace r  miner took from $25 to $150 a day, but lucky 

s t r ik e s  o f  $1 ,500  were common. Gold worth $4 ,500  was stored  

in pans around one c la im ,  " l i k e  so much o ld  i r o n ,"  w h i le  at  

another the miners had accumulated th ree  kegs o f  gold dust 

and were running out o f  c o n ta in e rs .  By mid-June h a l f - a - m i l -

^Andreas, Andreas' H i s t o r i c a l  A t l a s .  122.
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l ion d o l l a r s '  worth o f  gold awaited shipment to Cheyenne. 

Claims which had been o f fe re d  in May a t  $1 ,500 r e a d i l y  sold  

fo r  ten times as much a month l a t e r .  The Deadwood boom was 

on.

Although the r ich  gold s t r ik e s  received the most pub­

l i c i t y ,  the  experiences o f  te nderfoo t  J e r ry  Bryan and prospec­

to r  John S. McClintock are  probably more re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  

the luck o f  the average miner. Bryan and a f r ie n d  came to  

Deadwood in the spring o f  1876 but could not f in d  jobs u n t i l  

12 May. They then worked fourteen hours a day on a c la im  in 

return fo r  h a l f  the p r o f i t s ,  n e t t in g  j u s t  $5 .28  between them. 

The two men promptly decided to go hungry ra th er  than work 

so hard fo r  so l i t t l e .  W ith in  a week they were employed on 

another p la c e r  a t  $4 and $5 a day, plus on e - four th  o f  th e  pro ­

duction which they hoped would be worth an a d d i t io n a l  $8.

Bryan wrote  in his d ia ry  "we a re  l i v e in g  high now Tea w i th  

Sugar in Slap Jacks and s irup  Expect to have Beef soon" 

which in d ica te s  th a t  they had been on a p r e t t y  skimpy d i e t .

He and his  p a r tn e r  e v e n tu a l ly  leased a c la im  o f  t h e i r  own, 

cleaned up a few hundred d o l la r s  above expenses, and on 4 

August l e f t  the H i l l s  fo r  home.^

McCl intock,  on the o ther  hand, was an experienced  

miner who had been employed on cla ims 17 and 18 below d iscov-

^ J e r ry  Bryan, An I l l i n o i s  Gold Hunter in the Black  
H i l l s  ( S p r i n g f i e l d :  I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty .
w y ,  27-29:
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ery on Deadwood Gulch, and thought he knew where the gold 

lay .  When the owners wanted to s ink  a tw enty -by-tw enty  foot  

shaft  to bedrock as a p re l im in a ry  to f u r t h e r  operat ions  he 

took the co n tra c t  in return fo r  any gold taken ou t .  He cut  

logs to c r i b  up the s h a f t ,  s l i d  them down in to  the gulch,  

and commenced d igging.  Eight f e e t  down he struck  an unex­

pected la y e r  o f  black sand and gold dust which y ie lded  $60.

At twelve fe e t  he encountered so much water  th a t  he had to  

reduce the sh a f t  to ten -b y - tw en ty  in o rder  to  keep i t  pumped 

out .  Reaching bedrock, he panned out another $60, but hoped 

th a t  the o ther  h a l f  o f  the shaf t  would be r ic h e r .  Meanwhile,  

the owners, anxious to begin t h e i r  own op e ra t io n s ,  o f fe r e d  

him $200 to  abandon the rest  o f  the jo b ;  he was happy to  take  

the money. He had cut about one hundred logs and hauled them 

to the v a l l e y ,  dug out some 270 tons o f  wet g ra v e l ,  and run 

a t  lea s t  some o f  i t  through s lu ic e s .  The whole job  was done 

by hand, in c o ld ,  wet weather,  under arduous and dangerous 

c o n d i t io n s ,  and ne tted  him j u s t  $ 3 2 0 . 7

The g re a te s t  bonanza o f  a l l  was the Wheeler Brothers '  

cla im .  Number 2 below discovery in Deadwood Gulch. The p ru ­

dent Wheelers bought the c la im  fo r  $ 1 ,00 0 ,  having f i r s t  made 

sure th a t  th e re  was more gold than th a t  a v a i l a b l e  in p la in  

s ig h t .  Once i t  was opened they employed from s ix teen  to  

t h i r t y  men in two s h i f t s  and never took out less than $600

^McClintock, Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s . 99-
103.
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a day. They worked the c la im  fo r  four months, and ex trac ted  

about $140,000 worth o f  gold before s e l l i n g  out fo r  $3 ,000.  

The new owner took out th a t  much In h is f i r s t  day o f  opera­

t io n .  The Wheelers h i re d  f i f t e e n  h e a v i ly  armed guards fo r  

$200 each, s o l i c i t e d  gold shipments from o th e r  successful  

miners,  and on 19 September c a r r ie d  1,900 pounds o f  gold to  

Cheyenne.®

Pro p er t ies  t h is  v a lu a b le  needed more than the p ro te c ­

t io n  o f  an o rd in a ry  mining d i s t r i c t .  In August 1876 a min­

e rs '  meeting set up a new p ro v is io n a l  government w i th  C. R. 

C la rk ,  Thomas Short ,  Henry Feuers te in ,  Seth B u l lock ,  and 

J. W. Matkin as c i t y  commissioners. The ir  d u t ie s  included  

b u i ld in g  a pest house fo r  smallpox v ic t im s ,  superv is ing  a 

j u s t i c e  o f  the peace and a c i t y  marshal,  c le a r in g  the s t re e ts  

o f  o b s t ru c t io n s ,  and a c t in g  as f i r e  wardens. This las t  p re ­

caution was e s s e n t i a l ,  fo r  by September two hundred frame 

b u i ld in g s ,  dozens o f  log cab ins ,  and innumerable te n ts  had 

been crowded in to  the narrow, windy canyon. Furthermore,  

though many o f  the experienced miners l e f t  town fo r  a w in te r  

v a c a t io n ,  those remaining found s e v e n ty -s ix  saloons a v a i l a b l e  

in which to d is p o r t  themselves, and were none too c a r e f u l .

®Black H i l l s  Pioneer (Deadwood), 2 September 1876. 
Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 19 September, 26 October 1876. P lac ­
er gold v a r ie d  in p u r i t y ,  and in p r i c e ,  from $18 to $21, and 
even more i f  c a s s i t e r i t e  sand was mixed in w i th  the gold  
dust,  so i t  is not p o s s ib le  to  give an accura te  va lue  fo r  a 
given weight o f  mined gold .  The usual e s t im a te  fo r  the  
Wheelers' 1,900 pounds is $400 ,000 ,  but th a t  seems excessive.
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Tota l  gold production in the H i l l s  in 1876 was about 

$ 1 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  Some seven thousand men in a l l  came and went 

during the year ,  w i th  a peak populat ion o f  some f i v e  thou­

sand, h a l f  o f  them around Deadwood. The gold mined would 

have amounted to a l i t t l e  more than $200 per man i f  i t  had 

been evenly  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  but i t  was not.  About o n e - tw e l f th  

o f  the miners were experienced Montana and western prospec­

to rs ,  who custom ari ly  ended up working the best c la im s,  e i t h ­

er  f in d in g  them to begin w i th  or  buying them from t h e i r  less 

perspicacious fe l lo w s .  Even i f  he s t ruck  i t  r i c h ,  a " p i l ­

grim" u s u a l ly  went home broke, leaving his gold in the hands 

o f  s u p p l ie r s ,  gamblers, and e n te r ta in e r s  g e n e r a l l y . 9

The p la ce r  gold rush reached i t s  c l imax in the spring  

o f  1877. The Indians had been forced to sign away t h e i r  

t i t l e  to  the H i l l s  and the government had opened the area to  

s e t t le m e n t .  Successful miners returned from w in te r  vacat ions ,  

br ing ing  w i th  them s t i l l  more hopeful fo r tune  hunters.  L i t t l e  

towns sprouted up wherever th e re  were signs o f  gold and the  

prospectors d r i f t e d  r e s t l e s s l y  from one to the other  in hope 

o f  a bonanza or employment. Most o f  the cla ims had been 

taken up and even those prosperous enough to h i r e  labor could

Dcu Spring Company, l o o / / ,  3 . c.uwin m. v u r ie y ,  uuiuc m  
the Black H i l l s  (Chicago: p r i v a t e l y  p r in te d ,  1877), 80,
Wlth the a id  o f  Captain Jack W. Crawford, estimated the  
populat ion a t  5 ,100 on 15 J u ly  1876.



136

not provide jobs fo r  a l l .  W inter  co ld  closed down p la ce r  

mining in February, and work continued scarce u n t i l  A p r i l .  

When i t  seemed l i k e l y  to  open up, unexpected deep snows in 

May shut down the mines again .

The Engineering and Mining Journal c o n t in u a l ly  warned 

the poor man to stay away unless he could borrow enough money 

to buy a mine, or  unless he possessed specia l  s k i l l s .  There 

were simply not enough mines or Jobs to  go around. The boom­

ing population was estimated a t  15,250 in May, d i s t r ib u t e d  

as fo l low s:

Deadwood and Whitewood ...................  5 ,500
G a y v i l l e  [Centra l  C i t y ] ...................... 3 ,000
Crook C i t y ............................................... 400
Centennia l C i t y ...................................... 100
Rapid C i t y ............................................... 250
Bear Butte  G u l c h .................................  500
Centra l  H i l l s ............................................. 2 ,500
F loa t ing  p o p u la t io n ............................  3 ,0 0 0 '0

The summer o f  1877 saw a s h i f t  from hand-operated  

p lacers  to  h y d ra u l ic  mining and hardrock c la ims.  The q u i e t ­

ing o f  Indian t i t l e  and the estab l ishment o f  both county and 

federa l  co ur ts ,  as w e l l  as the demonstrated va lue o f  the  

mines, made the H i l l s  a t t r a c t i v e  to  in ves to rs .  As the d i s ­

appointed p i lg r im s  returned to Yankton or Cheyenne they gen­

e r a l l y  passed shipments o f  heavy machinery coming to replace  

thei  r labor.

I t  is easy to  th in k  o f  the gold rush as ta k ing  place

'^C ur ley ,  Guide to the Black H i l l s . 130. The names 
o f  Centra l  C i ty  and G a y v i l l e  were o f te n  used as i f  they were 
synonymous.
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e n t i r e l y  in Deadwood, but th a t  was not the case a t  a l l .  I t  

was the b igge s t ,  r i c h e s t ,  and hence the w i ld e s t  se t t lem e nt ,  

but th e re  were many o th e rs .  Centra l  C i t y ,  up Deadwood Gulch, 

consis ted  o f  G a y v i l l e ,  South Bend, Anchor C i t y ,  Golden Gate,  

and C e n t ra l .  In both popu la t ion  and gold production I t  near ­

ly  equaled I t s  more p u b l ic i z e d  neighbor. The f i r s t  cabin 

was b u i l t  by A l f r e d  Gay In the f a l l  o f  1875, and the  town 

grew r a p id ly  t h e r e a f t e r .  L. Parkhurst provided d i v e r s i f i c a ­

t io n  o f  In d us try ,  brewing the famous Gold Nugget Beer th a t  

made l i f e  In Deadwood happier  fo r  a l l .  The town, w i th  a 

popu la t ion  o f  about 3 ,0 0 0 ,  was fo rm a l ly  organized on 20 

January 1877. A Congregational church went up the  same year,  

and the Black H i l l s  H e r a l d , e d i te d  by J. S. Bartholomew, came

In from Custer .  By September Centra l  C i t y  had a post o f f i c e ,

te le g rap h  o f f i c e ,  and the f i r s t  b r ic k  b u i ld in g  In the H i l l s .  

In a s in g le  week f i f t e e n  new business b u i ld in g s  were In prog­

ress ,  Inc lud ing  a la rg e  h o t e l ,  seven or  e ig h t  s to re s ,  as many 

o f f i c e  b u i ld in g s ,  and a new stamp ml 1 1 . ^̂

Crook C i t y ,  down Whitewood Creek, was the n o r th e a s t ­

ern outpost o f  the gold rush. Although I t  was In the f o o t ­

h i l l s  and consequently  exposed to  Indian r a id s .  I t s  In h a b i t ­

ants hoped th a t  gold In the  lower reaches o f  the creek would 

make up fo r  the dangerous lo c a t io n .  I t  d id  not and the town

I^Annle D. T a l l e n t ,  The Black H i l l s  ( S t .  Louis:
Nixon-Jones, 1899), 528 -35 .  '^Central C i t y , "  Sharp B its
(Lead, South Dakota: Homestake Mining Company), XIV (August
1 9 6 3 ) .  Cheyenne D a l l y  Leader . 18, 19 September 1877.
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f a i l e d ,  but I t  put up q u i t e  a s t ru g g le .  The o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e ­

ment on the highlands over look ing  the v a l l e y  was too fa r  from 

the gold deposits  and was q u ic k ly  deser ted .  I t s  successor,  

l a id  out on 15 March 1876, was f i r s t  named Camp Crook in 

honor o f  the  General ,  but q u ic k ly  d i g n i f i e d  i t s e l f  w i th  the  

name Crook C i t y .  Town lo ts  a t  f i r s t  were d i s t r i b u t e d  by l o t ­

te r y  and e v e n tu a l ly  sold fo r  as much as $500. Even mining  

cla im s,  which had less sp e c u la t ive  va lu e ,  d id  not s e l l  as 

w e l l .  A newspaper, the T r ib u n e , ed i ted  by H. S. Burke, made 

a s in g le  appearance on 9 June and immediately co l lapsed .

Aside from real e s ta te  the main business o f  the community 

seems to  have been l iq u o r .  Indeed, when General Crook's  

s o ld ie rs  passed through a f t e r  t h e i r  c e le b ra te d  "Mud March" 

in the f a l l  o f  1876 every o ther  house was a saloon. A c o r ­

respondent who sampled the whiskey said  i t  was more o f  a 

menace to the troops than the arrows o f  the Sioux.

In 1877 Crook C i t y  had a popu la t ion  o f  f i v e  hundred 

and was the  temporary county seat o f  Lawrence County. The 

town had a sawmil l ,  th re e  h o te ls ,  a church, and a pu b l ic  

school. Twelve stores d id a phenomenal $400,000 worth o f  

business an n u a l ly .  Much o f  the growth was merely specula­

t i v e ,  w i th  houses b u i l t  more fo r  sa le  than fo r  occupancy, 

in the hope th a t  Crook C i t y ' s  twjn a t t r a c t i o n s ,  gold and 

farm land, would soon prov ide eager buyers. However, when 

Captain W. S. Stanton passed through in 1878 he found Crook 

C i ty  on ly  "a sm all ,  l i f e l e s s  v i l l a g e  o f  no importance."

^ ^ T a l le n t ,  The Black Hi 11s. 537-39 .  Robert Strahorn ,
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S tu rg is ,  on Bear Butte  Creek a t  the northeastern  

edge o f  the H i l l s ,  grew up to p r o f i t  from a nearby Army camp. 

To p ro te c t  the miners a small post c a l le d  Camp Ruhlen had 

been es tab l ish ed  out on the  p r a i r i e ,  north o f  Bear Butte.

The name was soon changed to  Camp Jack S tu rg is ,  in honor o f  

a l ie u te n a n t  k i l l e d  a t  the  L i t t l e  Big Horn. S h o r t ly  th e r e ­

a f t e r  the post was moved to  i t s  present locat ion  and renamed 

Fort Meade. Camp fo l low e rs  saw th a t  a town, pro tected  and 

supported by the f o r t ,  might be a p r o f i t a b l e  venture .  Ac­

c o rd in g ly ,  in 1 8 7 8  Major J .  C. Wilcox and others la id  out 

and received t i t l e  to the town o f  S tu rg is .  Those e n t e r t a i n ­

ments dear to s o ld ie rs  were soon es tab l ish e d ,  and the troops 

came to c a l l  the v i l l a g e  " Scooptown," from the in h ab i ta n ts '  

custom o f  scooping in a l l  the loose va luables a man might 

have w i th  him. I t  was in S turg is  th a t  Poker A l i c e  Tubbs won 

her fame as a gambler, and l a t e r  as madame o f  what was then 

thought o f  as a w e l l - r u n  and respectable  b o r d e l lo .^^

S pea rf ish ,  a t  the northern end o f  the H i l l s  on the

Handbook o f  Wyoming and Guide to the Black H i l l s  and Big 
Horn Regions (Cheyenne; p r i v a t e l y  p r in te d ,  l 8 7 7 ) ,  233.  
Maguire. The Black H i l l s . 304. Captain W i l l ia m  S. Stanton,  
"Exp lora t ions  and Surveys in the Department o f  the P l a t t e , "  
in Volume I I ,  Part  I I I ,  o f  the Annual Report o f  the Secre-  
ta r v  o f  War fo r  the Year 1878 (Washington : Government P r i n t ­
ing O f f i c e ,  1878T; T712.-----

'^Andreas, Andreas' H is t o r ic a l  A t la s  o f  Dakota. 127. 
Cheyenne Dai1y Leader. 15 August and 8 November 1878. Leland 
Case, Lee's Ô r f i c î a l  'Guidebook to the Black H i l l s  and Bad- 
lands (S turg i  s : Black H i l l s  and Badlands A ssoc ia t io n ,  T549),
W .
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creek o f  th a t  name, was not b u i l t  on mining but on farms and 

sawmills to supply the miners. James Butcher, the f i r s t  s e t ­

t l e r ,  came in during the spring o f  1876, b u i l t  a cab in ,  

stayed a month, and l e f t  p r e c i p i t a t e l y  when the Indians be­

came troublesome. S h o r t ly  a f te rw ards  a group o f  tough Mon­

tana men a r r i v e d ,  l a id  out a town on 14 May, and planned a 

c i t y  w i th  s t r e e t s  and avenues from A to Z. They spent $3 ,000  

on an i r r i g a t i o n  d i tc h  and several hundred more on a f r u i t ­

less survey fo r  a d i r e c t  road to  Bismarck. I r r e p r e s s i b l e  

squatters  moved in and t h e i r  grandiose plans co l la p s ed ,  fo r  

even Montana men could not s imultaneously  f i g h t  both new­

comers and Ind ians.

H o s t i l e  ra ids  on Spearf ish  were a major problem th a t

f a l l  and a town stockade became the most important community

p r o j e c t .  Four men b u i l t  t h e i r  cabins a t  the corners o f  a

square block to  prov ide  bastions and ready storage fo r  arms

and p ro v is io n s .  The space between the cabins was fenced w i th

a tw e lv e - fo o t  log p a l is a d e ,  p rov id in g  ample space fo r  both

s e t t l e r s  and l iv e s t o c k .  The town soon acquired the  usual

business es tab l ish m ents ,  but probably had fewer places o f

en ter ta inm ent than most f r o n t i e r  towns. On the Fourth o f

J u ly ,  1 8 7 8 , Judge W. W. Bradley provided i t  w i t h  a nickname:

We throw open wide the gates o f  the c i t y  and b id you 
welcome to the land o f  the w i Id  rose and the home o f  
the golden g r a in .  . . . We bid you welcome, yea a 
hundred times welcome, to  S p e a r f ish ,  " th e  Queen C i ty  
o f  the H i l l s . "

The name stuck ,  and ever since Spearf ish  has been noted fo r
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i t s  p r o p r i e t y  and r e c t i t u d e . ' ^

A f a r  d i f f e r e n t  so r t  o f  community sprang up on the  

northwestern slope o f  the mountains, near present -day  T in ton .  

The gulches o f  I ro n ,  L i t t l e  S p ea r f is h ,  Potato ,  Bear, Beaver, 

and Sand creeks ,  a l l  d ra in ing  from the sides o f  Negro H i l l ,  

were r ic h  and easy d iggings. Severe w in te rs  and lack o f  

w ater ,  however, kept the area from booming as fa s t  as Dead- 

wood. Moreover, the gold was s c a t te re d  over several gulches 

and did not p rov ide  a s in g le  foca l  po in t  about which a rush 

could ce n te r .

As e a r l y  as November 1875 prospectors on Negro H i l l  

were washing out f i v e  cents to  two d o l la r s  to the pan. In 

December Frank G. O l iv e r  c a r r ie d  $1 ,000  worth o f  dust to  

Cheyenne from the newly-formed Buckeye Mining D i s t r i c t .

A f t e r  Christmas, cold weather f r o z e  the streams and cut o f f  

water  to the p la c e rs ,  but up to  th a t  time miners had rocked 

out from $12 to  $20 per man. Potato Gulch e s p e c ia l l y  a t ­

t r a c te d  te n d e r f e e t ;  i t  sounded as i f  d igging gold th e re  was 

as easy as d igg ing  up pota toes .  The name, however, came not 

from the s iz e  o f  the nuggets but from the experience o f  four  

impoverished miners who had made a meal there  on one pota to .  

Nuggets in the gulch did run b igger  than anywhere e ls e  in

'^Rosen, Pa-Ha-Sa-Pah. 4 4 2 -4 6 .  T a l l e n t ,  The Black  
Hi 11s. 540-565.  R. B. Hughes, Pioneer Years in the Black  
H i l l s  (G lend a le ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  A r thu r  H. C la rk  C o . , 1957),
207. A teach ers '  c o l le g e  and the Black H i l l s  Passion Play  
are cont inu ing evidence o f  the v i r t u e  o f  the town.
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the H i l l s ,  but even the la r g e s t ,  which weighed between seven 

and e ig h t  ounces, would have been a p r e t t y  small po ta to .

Negro Gulch was named fo r  h a l f -a -d o z e n  colored miners 

who prospered m i g h t i l y  th e r e in .  Four o f  them took out $1 ,700  

in a s in g le  day, even though they had to haul t h e i r  gravel  

several hundred yards to  wash i t .  Another colored group 

b u i l t  a small dam to  accumulate w ater  fo r  s lu ic in g  and washed 

out $1 ,500 in h a l f  a day. On nearby Beaver Creek water  was 

e q u a l ly  scarce,  and e f f o r t s  to  b u i ld  d i tches  to bring i t  to  

the p lacers  f a i l e d  when beavers dammed up the waterways. A 

tremendous flume, high on the w a l ls  o f  L i t t l e  Spearf ish can­

yon, was b u i l t  to  br ing in more w a te r .  A m isca lcu la t ion  

brought i t  to  the c r u c ia l  h i l l  i t  had to pass f i v e  fe e t  too 

low, and the p r o je c t  was abandoned.

By the end o f  May 1877 th e re  were s ix  miles o f  p lace r  

claims on Sand, I ron ,  and Potato creeks,  and 1,500 miners 

hard a t  work on them. Two towns. Forest C i ty  and Bernards-  

v i l l e ,  sprang up to  prov ide  local p ro v is io n in g  and e n t e r t a i n ­

ment. The gold deposits  were shal low, however, and the boom 

proved evanescent.  The local e le c t io n  o f  1878 found only  

108 vo te rs .

I^Negro H i l l  was so sp e l le d  in the contemporary 
Black H i l l s  P io n e e r , which is f u l l  o f  references to the area ,  
as a re  the Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. Black Hi 1 Is Herald (Centra l  
C i t y ) ,  and Black H i l l s  Weekly times (Deadwood). the s tory  
o f  Potato Gulch 's  name is In McC1in tock .  Pioneer Days in the  
Black Hi 11s, 81. Maguire, The B l a c k / H i l l s , 303. mentions 
the big nugget, about 3 - 1 /2  inches long, and q u i te  f l a t .
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Upper Rapid and Cas t le  creeks prospered, though the  

rest  o f  the Centra l  H i l l s  did no t .  Professor Jenney's Camp 

T u t t l e  was on C as t le  Creek near the Wyoming border, and i t  

was here on 23 June 1875 th a t  W i l l ia m  C o r s le t t  found a few 

promising " c o lo rs ."  Jenney noted th a t  there  was inadequate  

w ater ,  and th a t  the v a l l e y  did not slope enough to wash away 

the t a i l i n g s .  He pred ic ted  th a t  the deposits  would be worth ­

less. The more o p t im is t i c  miners w i th  him, forced to depart  

w ith  General Crook, " l a i d  over" t h e i r  c la ims u n t i l  the f o l ­

lowing spring. In May 1876 t h i r t y  o f  them returned, dug a 

two-hundred foo t  drainage d i tc h ,  and w i th  the a id  o f  hand 

pumps got down to the bedrock. Here they washed out s i x t y -  

f i v e  cents to the pan, but found the rock f u l l  o f  holes and 

i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  which trapped and concealed the gold. The 

th ree  problems th a t  continued to plague the Cast le  Creek 

prospectors were an i n s u f f i c i e n t  supply o f  w a te r ,  no way to 

drain i t  o f f ,  and the gold too hard to f in d  a t  the bottom.

C a s t le to n ,  two miles up C as t le  Creek from present-  

day M yst ic ,  was la id  out in Ju ly  1876. The gold here was a 

r ich  orange c o lo r  and the purest in the H i l l s ,  but i t  lay  

on bedrock twenty-seven fe e t  down. Miners dug a drainage  

d i tch  twenty fe e t  deep and 1,900 fe e t  long to ca rry  away the  

w ater ,  but the v a l l e y  was not steep enough to ca rry  away the 

t a i l i n g s  and the p ro je c t  f a i l e d .  Two steam pumps, one capa­

b le  o f  d ischarging 2 ,000  gal lons a minute, were brought in 

but could not get out the w ater .  In September the town had
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a populat ion  o f  200, most o f  whom were experienced miners who 

supported themselves on the s ide  by farming and ranching.

By A p r i l  1877 Cast le ton had several  s to re s ,  a new h o te l ,  

numerous saloons, and f i f t y  cab ins.  The gold ,  however, could  

not be mined a t  a p r o f i t  and the  town was g ra d u a l ly  abandoned. 

I t  rev ived again as a r a i l r o a d  ce nte r  in the 1880 's, and once 

more in 1915 when attempts were made to dredge out the p l a c ­

e rs ,  but today i t  is complete ly  deserted .

Mound, or Mountain, C i t y  was e ig h t  or n ine miles up 

C ast le  Creek from C as t le to n .  A few prospectors came to i t  

e a r l y  in the rush, but i t  did not boom u n t i l  the spring o f  

1877 when miners found th a t  the  high p lace rs  along the r im-  

rock would y i e l d  ten cents to  the pan. The Mountain C i t y  

and Gold Creek Mining D i s t r i c t s  were es ta b l ish ed  but did not 

l i v e  long. The town i t s e l f  is now beneath D e e r f ie ld  Lake.

M y s t ic ,  o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  S i t t i n g  B u l l ,  had a h i s t o r y  

s i m i l a r  to  C as t le to n :  a s t ru g g le  w i th  w a te r ,  d i tch es ,  pumps,

and f a i l u r e .  Farther  downstream where C as t le  jo in e d  Rapid 

Creek, Prospect Camp boomed in 1876, but could not get down 

to  bedrock. Canyon C i t y ,  a few miles below, was in the same 

predicament.  The problem was f i n a l l y  solved by the Volin  

Tunnel. Driven through a "gooseneck" o f  land in a bend o f  

Rapid Creek, t h is  drained the w ater  from a s iz e a b le  loop o f  

the streambed and allowed the miners to  reach the gold.^^

^^Yankton D a i ly  Press and D ak o ta ian . 23 June 1875.
John F. F i n e r t y ,  War Path and Bivouac (Norman: U n iv e rs i ty
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Deadwood, the la rg e s t  and best-known c i t y  In the  

H i l l s ,  was the ga ther in g  spot fo r  a l l  the d isappointed but  

s t i l l  o p t i m i s t i c  p i lg r im s .  Having come so f a r  and seen so 

much wea lth  w i thou t  g e t t in g  any o f  i t ,  these hopefuls were 

eager to p a r t i c i p a t e  in any new rush th a t  came along. The 

town's seasoned prospectors ,  too ,  were accustomed to  f o l lo w ­

ing up every rumor; each experienced p a r ty  h a b i t u a l l y  sent  

a member to stake out cla ims in every new gold s t r i k e .  I t  

is not s u rp r is in g ,  then, to  f in d  th a t  Deadwood was the p o in t  

o f  departure fo r  innumerable stampedes, most o f  them com­

p l e t e l y  f r u i t l e s s ,  and several  o f  them promoted by unscrupu­

lous merchants w i th  mining equipment to s e l l .

The most important o f  these minor rushes was the Big 

Horn stampede. I t  began In 1876 and was s t i l l  going strong  

in 1879 as prospectors continued to look fo r  "Wetmore's lo s t  

ca b in ,"  and o ther  e q u a l ly  legendary t reasures .  Montana min­

ers ,  who perhaps had heard the s to r ie s  more o f te n ,  were pe­

c u l i a r l y  prone to  take o f f  fo r  the Big Horns, but t h e i r  

enthusiasm g e n e ra l ly  proved contagious.

Several p a r t i e s  l e f t  fo r  the Big Horns during the  

summer o f  1876. A Captain Wilburn w i th  n in e t y - f o u r  men 

prospected thoroughly on the Powder River  and found noth ing .  

A Captain W att ,  from Rapid Creek, led f o r t y - f i v e  more pros-

o f  Oklahoma Press, 1961), 327. Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 12 
October 1876, 12 A p r i l ,  20 May 1877. Black Hi 11s Pio'neer 
(Deadwood), 10 February 1877. Black H i l l s  Miner (Rocker-  
v i l l e ) ,  9 March 1879.
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pectors westward but his group broke up when i t  met Indian 

war p a r t i e s .  I t  was a poor t ime to be out on the Wyoming 

p l a i n s ,  fo r  the Indians were on the warpath and Indeed had 

j u s t  f in is h e d  massacring General Custer on the L i t t l e  Big 

Horn. Many o f  the Big Horn stampeders were never heard o f  

aga in ,  and those who returned had hard words to say about 

the promoters o f  the harebrained scheme.

The summer o f  1877 found the Indians more peaceful

and the prospectors undaunted. Old prospector  C h a r l ie  Lyons

showed Herman B Isc ho f f ,  a Deadwood merchant,  a sack o f  dust

c la im ing  I t  had come from the  promised bonanza. B Ischof f  at

once resolved to seek his fo r tu n e  and n a i le d  up a sign on

his  s to re  saying: " F i f t y  passengers wanted fo r  the Big Horn

Mountains."  His p a r ty  was no more successful than any other.

Jack Langrlshe, the a c t o r - j o u r n a l I s t ,  summed I t  a l l  up In

the Black H i l l s  Pioneer :

This Is the man o f  whom we read.
Who l e f t  Deadwood on the big  stampede;
Now he's  re tu rned ,  a l l  t a t t e r e d  and to rn .
From looking fo r  gold on the Big Horn.

N ev er the less ,  greenhorns continued to  go toward the west 

whenever a new rumor or  a new guide promised them a r ich  re ­

ward.

' ^McC11ntock. Pioneer Days In the Black H i l l s . 190. 
Black H i l l s  Pioneer (Deadwood), 2 September 1876, 23 June 
1877. w i l l i a m  L I t t l e b u r y  Kuykendal l ,  F ro n t ie r  Days (n. p . :
J .  M. and H. L. Kuykendall,  1917), 183. Herman B is c h o f f ,  
t r a n s .  by Edna LaMoore Waldo, "Deadwood to the Big Horns, 
1877," t y p e s c r ip t ,  Jennewein Western C o l le c t io n ,  Dakota 
Wesleyan U n iv e r s i t y ,  M i t c h e l l ,  South Dakota. T a l l e n t ,  The
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The rush to  False Bottom Creek, a mi le  or so n o r th ­

west o f  Centra l  C i t y ,  was j u s t  as groundless as th a t  to the  

Big Horns, but a good deal less t rou b le  fo r  a l l  concerned. 

The creek had been thoroughly prospected down to  bedrock and 

found n e a r ly  w o r th les s .  Two young fe l lows in search o f  en­

te r ta inm ent  sa l te d  one o f  the deeper prospect ho les ,  then 

spread the rumor th a t  the supposed bedrock was a c t u a l l y  a 

" f a ls e  bottom," and th a t  r ich  deposits lay beneath i t .  The 

rush began on 18 June 1876. In a few hours s ix  hundred men 

were a t  work on h a l f  as many cla ims, extending from the head­

waters c le a r  down to  the p r a i r i e .  The creek again proved 

worth less but the miners accepted t h e i r  disappointment p h i l o ­

s o p h ic a l ly .  Most had jo in e d  the stampede, not in the hope 

o f  rea l  ga in ,  but from the fe a r  o f  being l e f t  out i f  there  

was something to i t . ^ ®

The Polo Creek rush was much the same. Ingenious 

p r a n k s t e r s ' t o ld  t h e i r  Deadwood fr iends  " in  s t r i c t e s t  c o n f i ­

dence" th a t  th ere  was a gold s t r i k e  on nearby Polo Creek, 

and urged them t o  j o i n  in without  t e l l i n g  anyone e ls e .  Of 

course no one kept the se cre t ;  the next day the  gulch was 

a l i v e  w i th  miners s tak in g  out c la ims, d igging ho les ,  and pan­

ning the g ra v e l .  Nobody found anything, except fo r  one

Black H i l l s . 373-75 ,  quotes Langrishe's poem, in which the  
accents in "Deadwood" and "Big Horn" have been s h i f te d  from 
the f i r s t  to the la s t  s y l la b le s  for  the sake o f  the meter.

'®Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 29 Ju ly  1876. Hughes, 
Pioneer Years in the Black H i l l s .  127-28.
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g u l l i b l e  greenhorn whose f r ie n d s  s a l te d  h is  pan by dropping 

in a few grains o f  gold.  Instead o f  shar ing his d iscovery ,  

he t r i e d  to buy out h is  p a r tn e rs  and soon o f fe r e d  e x o rb i ta n t  

p r ic e s  fo r  t h e i r  shares in the c la im .  I t  was not u n t i l  he 

had made an u t t e r  ass o f  h im s e l f  by h is  c u p id i t y  th a t  the  

jo k e rs  en l ightened him about the source o f  h is  "d isc overy ."

The Wolf  Mountain stampede in the f a l l  o f  1076 was 

a c r u e le r  hoax. Red C la rk ,  the owner o f  a Deadwood l i v e r y  

s t a b le ,  found h im se l f  w i th  several  horses on hand whose keep 

would be a burden to him during the w i n t e r .  C la rk  paid a 

Swede f i f t y  d o l la r s  to  spread rumors o f  a new s t r i k e .  Other 

agents ,  ap paren t ly  loaded down w i th  dust ,  s e c r e t i v e l y  bought 

p ro v is io ns  and whispered to  each o ther  w i th  pretended concern 

l e s t  o thers  overhear.  No one knew where the Wolf  Mountains 

w e r e - - t h e y  were simply a vague appendage o f  the Big Horns--  

but n e i t h e r  ignorance nor w in te r  could s t i f l e  the stampeders' 

f o l l y .  Merchants and miners sold out cheap to  get to the  

mountains ahead o f  the rush. Some $60,000 worth o f  mining 

equipment was sold to the v ic t im s  o f  t h i s  m iserab le  fraud as 

miners dashed o f f  on a w i l d  goose chase in to  the w in te r  

snows. For months, d i s i l l u s i o n e d  prospectors staggered in to  

f r o n t i e r  towns, f r o s t b i t t e n ,  exhausted, and impoverished.

As was said  a t  the t im e,  "No form o f  lunacy equals the d - -d  

fool  c raz iness  o f  a crazy  prospector!"^®

^^Hughes, Pioneer Years in the Black H i l l s . 129-32.

I b i d .:. 133-34.  McClintock,  Pioneer Days In the
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Much l a t e r  and much happier was the R o c k e r v i l l e  H i l l  

rush near Rapid C i t y .  Some local wiseacres s a l te d  a gypsum 

bed w i th  gold dust.  Bart  Henderson, a g r i z z l e d  miner w i th  

a sense o f  humor o f  h is  own, saw what was going on and added 

some large  nuggets. The jo k e rs  spread the word and the  

townsmen rushed to the new "d isc ove ry ."  When they found 

Henderson's nuggets even the pranksters  jo in e d  in the scram­

b le  to get r ic h  qu ick .  The jo k e  was q u ic k ly  discovered and 

one d isappointed wag staked out a c la im  on a la rge  pine t r e e  

and posted t h is  n o t ic e :  "I hearby c la im  300 fe e t  up th is

t r e e  fo r  c l imbing purposes, - - a l s o  c la im  a l l  knobs, l imbs,  

woodpecker ho les ,  e t c . ,  fo r  working purposes.

These stampedes demonstrate th ree  po in ts  worth n o t ­

ing.  F i r s t ,  most o f  the  r ic h e r  mines th a t  could be worked 

by the o rd in a ry  prospector  were discovered and taken up 

e a r l y ,  leav ing  most o f  the rushers a t  loose ends. Second, 

they show th a t  although fun was common, fraud and ch icanery  

were a ls o  f requen t .  L a s t ly ,  they show th a t  even the e x p e r i ­

enced miners were in curab ly  g u l l i b l e  and o p t i m i s t i c  and the  

te n d e r fe e t  even more so. Even so, a good many o f  the stam­

pedes did pay ou t .  As an o ld  t im er  sa id ,  "The d - -n  foo ls  

w i l l  dig fo r  gold where an o ld  miner would not expect any, 

and n ine  times out o f  ten would s t r i k e  i t  r i c h . "2%

Black H i l l s . 149-57. Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader . 11 November,
TT] T51 17 December 1876.

^ ^ T a l le n t ,  The Black H i l l s . 445-47 .

Entry  fo r  8 June 1878, U n iv e r s i ty  o f  South Dakota,
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The northern mining boom and the excitement created  

by the stampedes encouraged both men and money to come to  

the H i l l s .  F i r s t  came the prospector and the p i lg r im ,  then 

the merchant and the e n t e r t a in e r .  The specu la tor  and in ­

vestor  q u ic k ly  fo l low ed,  br ing ing  w i th  them the heavy equip­

ment needed to work the deep p lacers  and hardrock lodes.

The t ra n s p o r t in g  o f  these men and m a te r ia ls  to  the H i l l s  was 

a s ide o f  the rush th a t  was less dramatic  but perhaps as 

p r o f i t a b l e  as mining the gold i t s e l f .

W.P.A. W r i t e r ' s  P ro je c t ,  "Annals o f  E a r ly  Rapid C i t y - - M in -  
ing ,"  t y p e s c r ip t .  Rapid C i ty ,  South Dakota, Public  L ib ra ry .



CHAPTER V I  I

THE ROAD TO THE MINES

Who f e l l s  the teamster bold and staunch,
With a brace o f  shoe p r i n t s  on his paunch?
Who views the corpse w i th  t e a r f u l  eye,
And heaves a deep, r e g r e t f u l  sigh?

The Black H i l l s  c a n a r y !1

This is the  story o f  the t r a i l s  th a t  led to the  

H i l l s ,  and o f  the p i lg r im s ,  wagon t r a i n s ,  and coaches which 

passed over them. The t r a i l s  were hard and hazardous, but 

bold hearts  and eager hands combined to  make them passable ,  

fo r  wherever th e re  was a man brave enough to head fo r  the  

mines th ere  was g e n era l ly  another who sought to p r o f i t  from 

ca rry in g  him t h i t h e r .

I t  was both easy and cheap fo r  a miner to come to 

the H i l l s .  The Northern P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  would c a r ry  him 

f i r s t  c lass from Chicago to Bismarck and put him on the stage  

fo r  Deadwood fo r  a to ta l  o f  $49 .2 5 .  The Union P a c i f i c ,  using  

Cheyenne as a po in t  o f  depar tu re ,  charged the same p r ic e ,  and 

ten d o l l a r s  less i f  the passenger got o f f  the stage a t  Custer  

C i ty .  The less a f f l u e n t  could go t h i r d  c lass fo r  $ 2 8 - - t h a t

^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 24 August 1877.

151
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consisted  o f  a t r i p  on the emigrant ca rs ,  fo l lowed by a walk  

behind a wagon t r a i n  headed fo r  the H i l l s .  By the spring o f  

1 8 7 6  the r a i l r o a d s  were doing a rushing business. One p i l ­

grim reported th a t  h is  t r a i n  picked up new passengers a t

every s t a t i o n ,  u n t i l  f i v e  cars were jammed w i th  prospec t ive  
2

mi n e r s .

I t  was a lso  easy to  come by r i v e r  boat ,  g e n e ra l ly  

to  Fort  P ie r r e  on the Missouri and from th ere  to  the H i l l s  

on foot  o r  by stage. The steamer Big Horn made the Yankton- 

Fort P ie r r e  t r i p  every week c a r ry in g  one hundred tons o f  

f r e i g h t ,  e ig h t  staterooms f u l l  o f  women, and as many miners 

as could crowd aboard. Another boat,  the Black H i l l s , a ls o  

made a weekly  t r i p ,  and in 1877 i t  c a r r i e d  over 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  

pounds o f  goods and passengers from Yankton up the r i v e r  to  

Fort Pi e r r e . 3

Once he a r r i v e d  a t  the end o f  p u b l ic  t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  

the average p i lg r im  continued to the mines on fo o t .  Stage 

l in e s  were nonexis tent  e a r l y  in the rush, and expensive once 

e s ta b l is h e d .  Most prospectors p r e f e r re d  to save t h e i r  money 

fo r  the mines. For a few d o l la r s  they could throw equipment 

and suppl ies onto a passing wagon, and accompany experienced

^Edwin A. C ur le y ,  Guide to the Black H i l l s  (Chicago:  
p r i v a t e l y  p r in te d ,  1877) ,  T41 J e r ry  Bryan. An I l l i n o i s  Gold 
Hunter in the Black H i l l s  ( S p r i n g f i e l d :  I l l i n o i s  S ta te  Hi s-
t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  12-13.

^Ralph E. N ic h o l ,  "Steamboat Nav igat ion on the M is ­
souri R iver  w i t h  Specia l Reference to  Yankton and V i c i n i t y , "  
South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  C o l le c t io n s .  XXVI (1 9 5 2 ) ,  214.
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f r e i g h t e r s  to the H i l l s .  Anyone could keep up w i th  the slow-  

moving oxen, and the rough but experienced company gave p ro ­

te c t io n  against  the Indians. A te am ste r 's  companionship was 

a ra th e r  mixed b less ing  and one apprehensive tenderfoo t  wrote  

in h is  d ia ry  th a t  he was "on the Road Among horse th ie v e s ,  

Gamblers, & a few honest men. The f u r t h e r  I go the more I 

am impressed I w i l l  never l i v e  to see my fami ley in th is  

world again .

Some hardy souls made the t r i p  a lone.  One prospector  

named Ford walked a l l  the way from Deadwood to Cheyenne c a r ­

rying hi s w o r ld ly  po ssess ions - -n ine ty  cents '  worth o f  soda 

crac kers - -on  his back. I t  took him f i f t e e n  days and he a r ­

r ived in a s ta rv in g  co n d i t io n .  Another loner ,  blacksmith  

Ben F id d le r ,  b u i l t  a hand-operated t r i c y c l e  in the H i l l s  and 

pumped a l l  the way home to Iowa. Men l i k e  these were a m i­

n o r i t y  fo r  most p re fe r re d  company along the  w a y . 5

A t r a v e l e r  could run in to  considerab le  t ro u b le  on 

the t r a i l .  Fuel such as b u f fa lo  chips not on ly  was scarce  

but i t  stank. Firewood was scarcer ,  even in s e t t le d  land. 

When one group t r i e d  to  gather some brush from a roadside  

fence-row " th e  Ranch man request us very f o r c i b l y  to By -  - - 

leave th a t  fence a lo n e ."  Most o f  the p i lg r im s  needed f u e l ,

^Agnes Wright Spring, Cheyenne and.Black H i l l s  Stage 
and Express Routes (G lendale ,  Ca11 fo rn ia  : Arthur  H. C la rk
Company, 1949), 201-202.

^Cheyenne Dai 1v Leader. 27 August 1876. John S. Mc­
C l in to c k ,  Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s  (New York: p r i ­
v a t e ly  p r in t e d ,  1939), 196.
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too, fo r  they t ra v e le d  In the spring and found the weather  

wet,  co ld ,  and windy. J e r ry  Bryan wrote in h is d ia ry  fo r  

28 March 1876: "Our te n t  was blown down, dishes. Hats,

Blankets ,  and everyth ing  th a t  was loose was Scat te red .  Our 

blankets was f i l l e d  w i th  the d r iv in g  Snow. We sleped w i th  

our boots on or they would have been gone." In weather l i k e  

tha t  i t  pa id  to have f r ien ds  a t  hand.&

The t r a v e l e r  could cross the North P l a t t e  on C la rk e 's  

bridge north o f  Sidney, or  by the government br idge a t  Fort  

Laramie, but there  were s t i l l  deep r iv e r s  ahead. The thought­

fu l  teamster g e n e ra l ly  fo l lowed o ld  b u f fa lo  and Indian t r a i l s  

which sought out low banks and shallow fo rds .  Even w i th  old  

roads to guide them the prudent were c a r e f u l ,  knowing th a t  

once a wagon sank in to  the  mud i t  might stay th ere  permanent­

ly .  U sua l ly  the d r iv e rs  hi tched double teams to the wagons 

w h i le  crossing a r i v e r ,  not so much to g ive  e x tra  power but 

to  make sure th a t  some o f  the oxen could f in d  a f i rm  foo t in g  

and keep the wagon r o l l i n g .  Mud was a problem even on the  

t r a i l ,  fo r  the tenacious gumbo o f  the badlands around the  

H i l l s  stuck to a man's boots u n t i l  he l e f t  fo o tp r in ts  l i k e  

an e lephant .  I t  a lso got between the spokes o f  the wheels ,  

rubbed aga inst  the sides o f  the wagon l i k e  a brake, and forced  

the teamsters to  stop and c le a r  the wheels every few hundred 

yards. Experienced d r iv e rs  c a r r ie d  a long, stout rope and a

13-15.
^Bryan, An I l l i n o i s  Gold Hunter in the Black H i l l s .
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p u l l e y .  Taken ahead to  a t r e e ,  then looped back through the  

p u l le y  a t  a s t a l l e d  wagon, the rope could double the  p u l l  o f  

the  team to get the o u t f i t  out o f  the  mud and moving again .

At the mouth o f  Red Canyon, which led from the Chey­

enne R iver  northward toward Custer ,  a poet l e f t  the  fo l low ing  

not i ce:

Look to your r i f l e s  w e l l .
For th is  is the  canyon o f  h e l l !

At lea s t  one guide book advised th a t  scouting p a r t i e s  o f  

four  or  f i v e  wel l -armed men p a t r o l  each rim o f  t h i s  canyon 

w h i le  the wagons passed along the v a l l e y  f l o o r .  I t  must 

have been arduous work fo r  the canyon is several hundred fe e t  

deep and i t s  steep w a l ls  are  f r e q u e n t ly  cut by in t e r s e c t in g  

gulches. When Robert Florman passed through w i th  h is  w i f e  

in la t e  A p r i l  1876 the mounted men o f  his p a r ty  had to  be 

re s t ra in e d  a t  p i s t o l - p o i n t  from de ser t in g  the wagons when 

they came upon the bodies o f  several  murdered t r a v e l e r s . 7

Even when he reached the edge o f  Deadwood Gulch the  

t r a v e l e r ' s  t roub les  were not over .  Here he was met by a p re ­

c ip i to u s  d e c l i v i t y ,  down which the wagons must somehow be 

lowered. Some l e f t  t h e i r  equipment and c a r r ie d  t h e i r  p r o v i ­

sions in to  the v a l l e y  on t h e i r  backs. Others jo in e d  the  

teamsters and skidded the wagons, the wheels t i g h t l y  secured 

w it h  chain "rough locks ,"  down the  steep slope. Ropes,

^Curley,  Guide to the Black H i l l s . 44 ,  47 .  Annie D. 
T a l l e n t ,  The Black H i l l s  (S t .  Lou Is : Nixon-Jones, 1899),
165.
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wrapped around nearby t r e e s ,  helped brake the descent,  w h i le

a s in g le  team o f  oxen or  horses kept the wagon moving on the

t r a i l .  In time the  teamsters discovered a less d i f f i c u l t

and dangerous rou te ,  but the e a r ly  comers found the path a 
o

rough one.

The p i l g r i m  on ly  made the t r i p  once, but the p r o f e s ­

s iona l  f r e i g h t e r  made I t  r e g u la r ly  every t h i r t y  or f o r t y  

days. G enera l ly  he used a heavy wagon drawn by oxen, " b u l l  

teams," as they were c a l l e d ,  whose slow, steady heaving could  

move a heavy load. Turned out to p astu re  on the t r a i l ,  oxen 

were ready to go again by d a y l ig h t  when the n ight  herder  

brought them back to camp. Well t r a i n e d ,  they responded to  

the team ste r 's  c a l l  and put t h e i r  necks beneath the hundred-  

pound yoke balanced on his  shoulder. When te n d e r fe e t  yoked 

the oxen wrong s ide  to ,  they found t h e i r  teams t o t a l l y  un­

manageable, fo r  the  d u l l - w i t t e d  brutes would not t o l e r a t e  

even the s l i g h t e s t  departure  from accustomed rou t ine .

The usual load fo r  a f i v e  or  s ix  yoke team o f  oxen 

was between th ree  and four tons, depending on the s i z e  and 

co nd it ion  o f  the animals and the s t a t e  o f  the road. The 

w heelers ,  nearest  the  wagon, were h i tched  up f i r s t ,  then the  

leaders a t  the head o f  the team, w i th  po in te rs  and wings 

l a t e r  yoked in between. The team ster ,  who got from f i f t y  to 

s e v e n t y - f iv e  d o l l a r s  a month, bread, bacon, and c o f fe e ,

o
°George W. Stokes, Deadwood Gold (Chicago: World

Book Company, 1926) , 58.
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walked beside h is  charges armed w ith  a tw e n ty - fo o t  whip a t ­

tached to a fo u r - fo o t  handle . A broad "popper" a t  the end 

o f  the whip prevented cuts on the animals and made a p i s t o l -  

1ike  noise which encouraged them even more than actual  

blows.9

The team ster 's  vo ice  was g e n e ra l ly  raucous and fo rc e ­

f u l ,  as he used his l im i te d  but pungent vocabulary .  Even 

these o r a t o r ic a l  powers were taxed to the utmost as teams 

churned across r iv e r s  and mud f l a t s  or s l ipped  and s truggled  

on the icy s t re e ts  in Deadwood. Once a Methodist preacher,  

James W i l l ia m s ,  came upon f r e i g h t e r  Fred T. Evans in f u l l  and 

glor ious  e rup t io n ,  and urged him to  be more moderate in his  

language. Evans r e p l ie d  th a t  g e t t in g  a b u l l  team to Deadwood 

was a good b i t  more d i f f i c u l t  than haul ing  a soul to  heaven,  

and th a t  i f  W il l iam s would " d r iv e  one yoke o f  oxen one day 

w ith ou t  c u ss in '"  he would give him $1 ,000 .  That,  said Evans, 

was "a s t ra ig h t  p r o p o s i t io n ,"  and W il l iam s  "could e i t h e r  

shoot or put up his gun." The preacher did not accept the  

cha1lenge.

There was some discussion as to whether oxen or mules 

required the g re a te r  ob ju rga to ry  powers. Oxen were maddening

9jesse Brown and A. M. W i l l a r d ,  The Black Hi 1 Is 
T r a i 1s (Rapid C i t y :  Rapid C i ty  Journal Company, 1924), 64-

David Aken, Pioneers o f  the Black H i l l s  [Milwaukee? 
1920?] ,  12 .

^^Black Hi 1 Is Pioneer (Deadwood), 6 January 1877. 
E s t e l l i n e  Bennett.  Old Deadwood Days (New York: J . H. Sears
& Company, 1928), 100-101.
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but mules were downright m alevolent ,  and the "Black H i l l s  

canary" seemed to take d e l ig h t  in not on ly  de lay ing ,  but 

maiming his  d r i v e r .  In general most o f  the heavy loads were  

p u l le d  by oxen, but a prime span o f  mules could haul 4 ,0 0 0  

pounds o f  f r e i g h t  a t  considerab le  speed as long as they got 

proper res t  and feed ing.  Mules, though, were expensive.

Also they tended to get a c r ip p l in g  "mud fe ver"  when the  

gumbo caked along t h e i r  b e l l i e s  and prevented sweating.

Three main shipping points  c o l l e c t e d  f r e i g h t  bound 

fo r  the H i l l s .  Fort P i e r r e , o n  the M is so u r i ,  concentrated  

cargoes from Sioux C i t y ,  Yankton, and Bismarck, and sent them 

westward on wagons. Sidney, Nebraska, on the Union P a c i f i c ,  

at  f i r s t  shipped f r e i g h t  north through B u f fa lo  Gap to Custer ,  

but t r a f f i c  soon s h i f t e d  to a t r a i l  east o f  the H i l l s  which 

led d i r e c t l y  to  Rapid C i t y .  Cheyenne, Wyoming, shipped v ia  

Fort  Laramie, thence to the Cheyenne R iver  and up Red Canyon 

to Custer .  This route e v e n tu a l ly  was abandoned fo r  a sa fe r  

and ea s ie r  one leading up the western s ide  o f  the H i l l s  along  

Stockade Beaver Creek.

Fred T. Evans, whose o r a t o r i c a l  powers have a l ready  

been mentioned, made the f i r s t  attempt to  haul f r e ig h t  to  

the new mines. He s ta r te d  out from Sioux C i ty  by the sand 

h i l l s  route along the Niobrara on 26 A p r i l  1875, but United  

States troops captured and burned h is  e n t i r e  wagon t r a i n .

 ̂  ̂Fort P ie r r e ,  and P ie r re ,  the c a p i t a l  o f  South 
Dakota, are  pronounced "Peer" by the n a t iv e s .
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P erserve r in g ,  he u n i te d  w i th  John Horn ick ,  John H. C la rk ,  

and Judge Hubbard to form the Sioux C i t y  and Black H i l l s  

Transporta t ion  Company. They shipped f r e i g h t  by steamer up 

the r i v e r  to  Yankton, and l a t e r  to  Fort  P ie r r e ,  where i t  was 

forwarded to the H i l l s  by ox-team. At i t s  peak the Evans 

Company employed 1,000 to  1,500 men, 1,500 oxen, 250 mules, 

and 400 wagons. I t  continued haul ing  u n t i l  1888 when the  

r a i l r o a d  to  Rapid C i t y  put i t  out o f  business.

N. L. W itcher  and his sons, a ls o  o f  Sioux C i t y ,  t r i e d  

to s t a r t  a f r e i g h t  l i n e  to Custer e a r l y  in 1875, but they,  

too,  were delayed by Army in te r fe r e n c e .  They soon resumed 

business, and by February 1877 had made fourteen t r i p s  to  

the H i l l s  v ia  Yankton and Fort  P ie r r e .  W itcher  used oxen 

e x c lu s iv e ly ,  but he drove them hard and earned the nickname 

" the  l ig h tn in g  b u l l  f r e i g h t e r "  fo r  the speed a t  which he 

moved his cargoes.

At Fort P ie r r e  the Sioux C i t y  in te r e s t s  soon met w ith  

competit ion in March 1877 from a Minnesota concern,  the  

Northwestern Express, Stage, and Tran spo rta t io n  Company. At 

i t s  peak the Northwestern employed tw e n ty - fo u r  "Concord" 

coaches--ten a week between P ie r re  and Deadwood--and c a r r ie d  

some 5,000 passengers a year. They a ls o  hauled 16 ,000,000  

pounds o f  f r e i g h t ,  employed 500 men, and used 600 mules and 

1,600 oxen. Like the Evans Company, the Northwestern Express 

withdrew from the f r e i g h t i n g  business when the r a i l r o a d  

reached the H i  1 I s .

^ ^ P e t e r  R o s e n ,  P a - H a - S a - P a h  ( S t .  L o u i s :  N i x o n - J o n e s ,
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Sidney, to o ,  made shipping a big business. I t s  lead­

ing t ra n s p o r ta t io n  companies Included D. T. McCann, J. M. 

Woods, Bramble & Miner ,  and Jewett  and Dick inson. These 

la rge r  concerns competed w i th  numerous "shotgun" f r e ig h t e r s  

who made a t r i p  whenever they could get a load. I t  Is hard 

to assess the r o le  o f  the sm al l .  Independent f r e i g h t e r s ,  but 

I t  seems l i k e l y  th a t  they hauled on ly  a minor p a r t  o f  the  

t o t a l  f r e i g h t  brought In to the H l l l s . ' ^

Cheyenne d id  not lag behind the o th e r  f r o n t i e r  towns. 

The e n te r p r is in g  f i rm  o f  Whipple & Hay a d v e r t is e d  on 9 

December 1875 th a t  they were about to leave fo r  the diggings  

and would c a r ry  f r e i g h t  to "C u sta r 's  Park" fo r  f i v e  cents a 

pound and "passengers" fo r  ten d o l l a r s .  The goods were doubt­

less c a r r ie d  In the  wagons, but I t  Is p r e t t y  c e r t a in  th a t  the  

passengers walked a longside .  A f t e r  Christmas the same year  

the H Ic k l ln  Brothers and H. H. Harold l e f t  fo r  the H i l l s  w i th  

s ix  wagons. A short  time l a t e r ,  W. A. D ear ie  and Henry B a l t z  

made the  t r i p  to the Spring Creek p lacers  In twelve days and 

re turned to Cheyenne In ten,  but they reported th a t  the t r i p  

was unduly prolonged In order  to  save the horses' strength

1895), 417-18 .  E r i k  McKinley Eriksson, "Sioux C i ty  and the  
Black H i l l s  Gold Rush, 1874-1877,"  Iowa Journal o f  H is to ry  
and P o l i t i c s . XX (J u ly  1922), 342-441 The Concord coach was 
named fo r  the p lace  In which I t  was made. Concord, New 
HampshIre.

^^Norbert R. Mahnken, "The S idney-Black H i l l s  T r a i l , "  
Nebraska H i s t o r y . XXX (September 1949), 203 -2 5 ,  Is In va lu ab le  
regarding S idney's  p a r t  In developing the H i l l s .



161

fo r  fu tu r e  journeys.  Gilmer,  P a t r i c k ,  and S a l is b u ry ,  the  

great  stage l i n e  company, were a lso  in the f r e ig h t i n g  b u s i ­

ness, and on 28 June they equaled Dearie  and B a l t z 's  time to  

the H i l l s ,  haul ing in twelve wagon-loads o f  fa s t  f r e i g h t  w i th  

f o r t y - e i g h t  nimble mules. They, too ,  excused t h e i r  t im e,  ex­

p la in in g  th a t  they had had to " l a y  over" some f i f t y  hours a t  

Hat Creek and in Custer .

By 1 8 7 8  Cheyenne alone had twenty major f irms engaged 

in f r e i g h t i n g ,  w i th  some four hundred wagons capable o f  c a r ­

rying 2 ,0 00 ,000  pounds o f  goods and supplies a t  a time.  

Shipments t o t a l i n g  500,000 pounds were common. Fre ight  rates  

va r ie d  between th re e  and f i v e  cents a pound, the higher p r ic e  

apply ing to fa s t  f r e i g h t  sent v ia  horse or  mule-drawn wagons.

Sidney, too,  made major shipments, moving between 

22 ,00 0 ,00 0  and 2 5 ,00 0 ,00 0  pounds o f  f r e i g h t  to the H i l l s  in 

1 8 7 8  and 1879. P r a t t  and F e r r is  several  times contracted to 

bring in e n t i r e  e ight-stamp m i l l s  fo r  the Homestake Mine a t  

Lead. Such equipment weighed about 400,000 pounds and could  

be d e l iv e re d  a t  a cost o f  $33 ,000.  Once the mines were sup­

p l ie d  the f r e i g h t  business f e l l  o f f  a l i t t l e  on ly  to boom 

again in the f a l l  o f  1879 when the  grea t  Deadwood f i r e  c r e ­

ated a renewed d e m a n d . ^5

'^Custer was o f ten  s p e l le d  "C u sta r ,"  from the notion  
th a t  General George A. C us ter 's  name had derived from the  
German and had been so s p e l le d .  Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 9,
2 7  December 1875, 8 January I 8 7 6 . Spring,  Cheyenne and 
Black H i l l s  Stage and Express Routes. 151.

^^Robert E. Strahorn,  To the  Rockies and Beyond
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The most w id e ly  known shipment to the H i l l s  was 

P hatty  Thomas' famous load o f  ca ts .  Thomas purchased these  

in Cheyenne for  t w e n t y - f i v e  cents each, and loaded them on 

his wagon in c ra te s .  On Spring Creek, near Sheridan, the  

wagon t ipped over,  but f r i e n d l y  prospectors helped him re ­

capture  most o f  the cargo. According to one s to ry  he sold  

the cats  by the pound to  Deadwood merchants. Others main­

ta in  t h a t  he disposed o f  them to the gay lad ies  o f  the town 

at  p r ic e s  depending on the q u a l i t y  o f  the an imal .

Then there  is the  s to ry ,  o ld  but good, o f  the s id e ­

walk  lo a fe r  who watched a teamster unload twenty b a r re ls  o f  

whiskey and a sack o f  f l o u r  in f ro n t  o f  a Deadwood s tore .  

Shaking his head in d i s b e l i e f ,  he turned to his  companion 

and inqu ired ,  "What in H  do you suppose they want w ith

a l l  th a t  f l o u r ? " 7̂

A bu l l  team could fo l low  any t r a i l  as long as there  

was grass and w ate r ,  but a stage l i n e  was a d i f f e r e n t  matter ,  

I t  needed re lay  s ta t io n s  fo r  the animals,  houses fo r  the em­

ployees,  and ea t ing  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  the passengers, as w e l l

(Omaha: Omaha Republican P r i n t . ,  1878), 17. Mahnken, "The
Sidney-Black H i l l s  T r a i l . "  224. Cheyenne D a i l y  Leader. 11 
A p r i 1 1877, 20 Ju ly  1878.

'^The story is t r a d i t i o n a l .  My f r ie n d  Don Parman 
has suggested th a t  the name "c a t  house" fo r  a house o f  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  may have a r is e n  from the in c id e n t .

^^Spring, Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage and Express 
Routes. 177. The s to ry ,  o f  course, is  not o r i g i n a l  w i th  the  
Black Hi 11s.
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as good roads over which the  stages could mainta in  a reason­

ab le  speed.

The G i lm er ,  S a l is b u ry  and P a t r ic k  stages from Chey­

enne a t  f i r s t  fo l lowed the t r a i l  from what is now Edgemont 

northward to  Red Canyon S t a t io n ,  or  Camp C o l l i e r .  I t  then 

passed through the  Canyon to S p r in g - o n - t h e - H i11, and c o n t i n ­

ued north  to S p r in g -o n - th e - R ig h t , Pleasant V a l le y ,  and 

Custer .  The route ,  however, was abandoned in June 1877 when 

a new t r a i l  leading d i r e c t l y  to Deadwood v ia  the  Jenney 

Stockade opened the  western edge o f  the H i l l s .

From Custer the  stage continued north to H i l l  C i t y ,  

Sheridan, and Camp Crook, and thence across the headwaters 

o f  Box E ld e r ,  E lk ,  and Bear Butte  Creeks to Deadwood. La ter  

the  route  led n o r th w e s te r ly  to Tw elve -M i le  S ta t io n ,  G i l ­

l e t t e ' s  Ranch, Mountain C i t y  (o r  D e e r f i e l d ) ,  then to  Reyn­

o l d 's  Ranch, Bull  Dog Ranch, and thence to the head o f  W hite -  

wood Creek, and on down to Deadwood.

Another fe a tu re  o f  t r a i l s  in the Black H i l l s  was the  

t o l l  road. These were g e n e r a l ly  located in v a l le y s  where a 

l i t t l e  work on the road and a co ns iderab le  amount o f  e n t e r ­

p r i s e  could prov ide  the  on ly  usable t r a i l .  A t o l l  road was 

set up in much the same way as a mining d i s t r i c t ,  th a t  i s by

1AThe ru ts  o f  the t r a i l  can s t i l l  be fo l lowed from 
Camp C o l l i e r  to P leasant V a l l e y ,  even though the  route  was 
abandoned over e ig h ty  years ago. Spring, i b i d . .  and Hyman 
P a la is ,  "A Study o f  the T r a i l s  to the Black H i l l s  Gold 
F i e ld s , "  South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XXV (1 9 5 1 ) ,  
215-62 ,  a re  d e t a i l e d  and i l l u s t r a t e d  w i th  luc id  maps.
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means o f  a miners' ga ther ing  a t  which the p a r t i c i p a n t s  gen­

e r a l l y  sold out t h e i r  in t e r e s t s  to the promoter o f  the road. 

The t r a i 1 was b lazed,  a few o f  the more troublesome stumps 

uprooted, and the p r o p r ie to rs  then sat back to  c o l l e c t  t o l l s  

from the  t ra v e le rs . .

The t o l l  road from Deadwood to C en te n n ia l ,  one o f  

the b e t t e r  ones, was l a i d  out by W. L. Kuykendal l ,  E. B. 

Farnum, M. V. Boughton, and [Frank?] Towle, a t  a cost o f  

$7 ,50 0 .  A team and wagon cost one d o l l a r  fo r  the  round t r i p ,  

and a d d i t io n a l  teams t w e n t y - f i v e  cents each. Horsemen, who 

could take to the h i l l s  and bypassed the t o l l  c o l l e c t o r s ,  

passed f r e e .  Between Deadwood and G a y v i l l e  o th e r  t o l l  road 

p r o p r ie to rs  found themselves c o n t in u a l ly  having to rebu i ld  

the road as prospectors in the gulch kept undermining the 

r i gh t -o f -w a y .

The t r a v e l e r  who came by stage got to the H i l l s  

f a s t e r ,  but hard ly  as com for tab ly ,  as the man who walked.

The "Concord" coach was an e legant  v e h ic le ,  but unsteady. 

Suspended by i t s  rounded bottom on le a th e r  s traps which a l ­

lowed i t  to  rock, i t  caused severe motion sickness among the  

inexper ienced.  The d i e t  a t  the stage s ta t io n s  did l i t t l e  to 

a l l e v i a t e  an upset stomach, fo r  a t  leas t  in e a r l y  days i t

^^H. N. Maguire,  The Black H i l l s  and American Wonder­
land (Chicago: The Lakeside L ib ra ry ,  IV, No. 82, Donnelly ,
Loyd and Co.,  1877), 292. Black H i l l s  Pioneer (Deadwood),
5 August, 23 September 18761 Cheyenne Dai 1v~Leader. 30 
November 1876.
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consisted o f  l i t t l e  more than bread dipped in bacon grease.  

La te r ,  however, the Bismarck stages c a r r ie d  an ice  chest fo r  

p e r is h a b le  foods and a r e f r ig e r a t e d  can o f  m i lk  fo r  c h i ld re n .

No matte r  what conveniences were introduced stage  

s ta t io n s  were n e i th e r  e le v a t in g  nor re f re s h in g .  Most con­

s is ted  o f  a s in g le  room, p a r t  s to re ,  p a r t  h o t e l ,  w i t h  a long 

bar fo r  t h i r s t y  t r a v e le r s  and the id le  o f  the surrounding  

community. One woman, t r a v e l in g  a lone, complained th a t  the  

loungers and lo a fe rs  a l l  "looked me over as they would the  

remains a t  a wel l -conducted fu n e r a l . "  So po inted  became 

t h e i r  a t t e n t io n s  th a t  the d r iv e r  was compelled to  arrange  

fo r  a man to guard his f a i r  passenger whenever she got o f f  

the s tage .  There is no question but th a t  the stage companies 

did t h e i r  best to provide a comfortable t r i p ,  p a la t a b le  food, 

and p leasant  surroundings. Sometimes, however, the d i f f i c u l ­

t i e s  were insurmountable .^0

I t  was a f o o l ' s  errand to haul goods to  the  H i l l s  

by stage and pay the long ra te  fo r  t ran s p o r t in g  them. Money 

could buy an o u t f i t  in the H i l l s  n e a r ly  as cheaply as on the  

p r a i r i e ,  and thus the stage passenger g e n e ra l ly  t ra v e le d  

l i g h t .  He c a r r ie d ,  i f  prosperous, a hand-satchel f u l l  o f  

money, and i f  prudent a revo lve r  and r i f l e  to p r o te c t  his be­

longings. The weapons not on ly  a f forded  a measure o f  se c u r i -

^M at i lda  H. White Starbuck, "My T r ip  to  the  Black 
H i l l s , "  MS, c i rca 1924, South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty ,  
P ie r re .  "The Medora-Deadwood Stage Route," South Dakota 
H is t o r i c a l  C o l le c t io n s .  XXV (1 9 5 1 / ,  383.
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ty  but a lso  were a un iversa l  means o f  e n te r ta ln m e n t - -s o  much 

so th a t  ru les  fo r  passengers urged th a t  they not shoot from 

the coach windows, fo r  the noise bothered the lad ies  and 

tended to stampede the teams.

The t r i p  to the mines in the luxury o f  a coach was 

f a i r l y  expensive. The t h i r t y - s i x  hour and 211 m i le  t r i p  

from Bismarck to  Deadwood cost tw e n ty - th re e  d o l l a r s .  Fort  

P ie r re  l i n e s ,  which s ta r te d  190 miles from the H i l l s ,  charged 

twenty d o l l a r s ,  but o f  course the passenger had to reach th a t  

forsaken w a y -s ta t io n  on h is  own. From Cheyenne, the journey  

took two days, and cost t h i r t y  d o l l a r s ,  but fo r  many i t  was 

the p re fe r re d  route ,  since i t  fo l lowed the te legraph  l in e  

and was pro tec ted  by the troops from both Fort Laramie and 

the Red Cloud Agency. Though weather delayed the coaches, 

i t  o f ten  made the  troops superf luous by p r o te c t in g  them from 

the h o s t i l e s .  As one snow-draped t r a v e l e r  remarked: "Any

Injun who would venture out on such a day [ i s ]  a s ight  b ig ­

ger fool than most o f  his race ."^^

Stage d r iv in g  was no s inecure .  The long hours on 

the "box" were cold and lo n e ly ,  and accommodations meager 

along the way. Worn-out horses, exhausted and underfed,  

often  could not keep the stages r o l l i n g  fa s t  enough to s u i t

21 A l i s t  o f  advice fo r  stage t r a v e le r s  from the 3 
October 1877 Omaha Hera 1d is  rep r in te d  in "Four Wheels, Six  
Horses, and a P rayer ."  Huber News (Spring 1963) , 23.

^^Leander P. Richardson, "A T r ip  to the Black H i l l s , "  
Scr ibners .  X I I I  (A p r i l  1877), 752.
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the ta s te s  o f  the e b u l l i e n t  Jehu. D r iv e r  Tom Cooper, fo r  

example, complained th a t  h is  weary team was c o n s ta n t ly  o v e r ­

taken by b u l l  teams, mud t u r t l e s ,  and men In wheel c h a i r s ,  

and th a t  I f  f resh horses were not provided he was going to  

q u i t ,  fo r  he "d id  not care to d r iv e  when a lan tern  has to  be 

hung on the back o f  the coach a t  n ig h t  to prevent c o l l i s i o n s  

w ith  a l l  sorts  o f  v e h i c l e s . "^3

One d r i v e r ,  who e a r l i e r  had s t r iv e n  m anfu l ly  to  o v e r ­

come his boredom In the barroom o f  a stage s t a t i o n ,  f e l l  o f f  

the box and so s t a r t l e d  the horses th a t  they ran away. The 

coach went bounding and careening w i l d l y  fo r  several  m iles  

before  the team came to  a stop and the passengers were ab le  

to gain contro l  o f  the v e h ic le .  The d r i v e r  l a t e r  claimed  

th a t  an a g i l e  horse had kicked him on the head and rendered

him unconscious, but ha rd ly  anyone be l ieved  him, and he was
2Usummarily discharged.

In genera l ,  the stage company did every th ing  I t  could  

- - f ro m  d ischarging drunken employees to  p ro te c t in g  nervous 

fe m a le s - - to  make the t r i p  to  the mines p leasant and conven­

ie n t .  There Is  no record, says McCl lntock,  o f  loss o f  l i f e  

or a serious acc ident  due to any care lessness or o v e rs ig h t .

I t  Is  d i f f i c u l t  to  see how s ingle-room stage s ta t io n s  could

^^Wll l lam L I t t l e b u r y  Kuykendal l ,  F ro n t ie r  Days 
(n .  p . :  J .  J. and H. L. Kuykendal l ,  1917), 227. Stage
d r iv e rs  were c a l l e d  "Jehus" a f t e r  "Jehu, the son o f  NImshI;  
fo r  he d r iv e th  f u r i o u s l y , "  I I  Kings 9 :2 0 .

^^Kuykenda11, F ro n t ie r  Days. 225-26.
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have been more commodious, o r ,  In the absence o f  r e f r i g e r a ­

t i o n ,  o f f e r e d  more a p p e t iz in g  fa re .  Whatever the s h o r t ­

comings, the  stage l i n e  employees In v a r ia b ly  did t h e i r  best .  

One ch iva lrous  d r i v e r  warmed a baby's m i lk  b o t t l e  on his  

breast when no o ther  means were a v a i l a b le .  Another,  c a r r y ­

ing a s ick  passenger, reached the Missouri R iver  and found 

the f e r r y  frozen In .  Since the Ice was not hard enough for  

the stage, he procured a sled and hauled his g r a t e fu l  p a t ie n t  

by hand over to  Fort  P ie r r e .  A stage t r i p  was r a r e l y  a 

pleasant adventure ,  but a t  least  the company employees Impro­

vised to the best o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s . ^5

Like  the f r e i g h t e r s ,  the stage l ines  f i r s t  began a t  

Sioux C i t y ,  when on 10 March 1875 James A. Sawyers' Black  

H i l l s  T ran spo rta t io n  Company raised $10,000 to buy horses and 

equipment. This was q u ic k ly  followed by Fred Evans' Sioux 

C i ty  and Black H i l l s  Company which, l i k e  his f r e i g h t  l i n e ,  

began operat ions In A p r i l  but did not do much business u n t i l  

the summer.

The Dakota Centra l  Stage Line commenced business 

under the management o f  General C. T. Campbell on 20 January 

1876. I t  soon merged w i th  John B. D i l l o n 's  Yankton and Black  

H i l l s  Stage Company. E. H. S a l t l e l ,  a lso In Yankton, whose 

guide book doubtless encouraged many to seek the mines, acted

^^McC11ntock, Pioneer Davs In the Black HI 1 I s . 208.  
Strahorn,  To the Rockies and Beyond. 17-18, Is q u i t e  l y r i c a l  
about the supposed pleasures o f  the Cheyenne-Deadwood t r i p .
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as an agent fo r  several boat ,  r a i l ,  and stage l in e s .  John G. 

Edgar's Missouri R iver  Stage and Express Line c a r r ie d  t r a v ­

e le rs  on double-deck stages which accommodated from eighteen  

to twenty passengers. At f i r s t  i t  connected w i th  D i l l o n ' s  

coaches a t  Fort P ie r r e ,  but l a t e r  took p i lg r im s  and f i f t y  

pounds o f  baggage a l l  the way to the H i l l s  fo r  t w e n ty - f iv e  

d o l l a r s . 2 6

On the Missouri a t  Fort P ie r r e  the Yankton stage  

l ines  met two serious obstac les :  the Northwestern Express

and Stage Company, and the Ind ians.  General Campbell 's e f ­

f o r t s  co l lapsed under Indian a t t a c k ,  but the a d r o i t  D i l lo n  

managed to stave o f f  f a i l u r e  fo r  a few months by making a 

p r iv a t e  t r e a t y  w i t h  s ix teen Sioux c h ie fs  who grac iou s ly  a l ­

lowed his s ix -  and e ight-passenger  spring wagons to proceed 

across t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  He, too,  e v e n tu a l ly  f a i l e d ,  and the  

Northwestern reigned supreme along the route from the r i v e r  

to the Hi 1 I s . 2 7

Sidney l ik e w is e  jo in e d  in the rush to carry  miners 

to the H i l l s .  On 14 A p r i l  1875 George W. Homan, J r . ,  said  

he would e s ta b l is h  a stage l in e  i f  local businessmen would 

b u i ld  the s ta t io n s  along the route ,  a p rop os it ion  to which

^^Eriksson, "Sioux C i ty  and the  Black H i l l s  Gold 
Rush, 1 8 7 4 - 1 8 7 7 ,"  3 3 1 . Yankton D a i ly  Press and Dakota ian .
20 January, 1 February, 1, 2, 22, 24, 25 March 1876.

^ 7 j a l l e n t ,  The Black Hi 1 I s . 192. A. I .  Andreas, 
Andreas' H i s t o r i c a l  A t la s  o f  Dakota (Chicago: A. T. Andreas,
1884), 124.-------------------------------------
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they h app i ly  assented. Homan, however, was overshadowed when 

the new Marsh and Stephenson f i rm  began t r iw e e k ly  runs in 

September 1876, and complete ly  outclassed when i t  i n s t i t u t e d  

d a i l y  s e rv ic e  in March 1877. C la rk e 's  Centennial  Express 

was a lso  a c t i v e ,  but devoted i t s e l f  main ly  to ca r ry in g  the  

mails  and f r e i g h t .  The most important o f  a l l  was the f i rm  

o f  G i lm er ,  S a l is b u ry ,  and P a t r ic k ,  which got a toehold in 

Sidney by buying out a s i c k l y  o u t f i t  c a l l e d  the Western 

Stage Line.^®

No m at te r  how the o ther  f r o n t i e r  towns prospered,  

Cheyenne was f ix e d  in the  p u b l ic  mind as the  main p o in t  o f  

departure  fo r  the H i l l s .  Frank Yates and H. E. Brown began 

signing up passengers fo r  Custer in January 1876, and t h e i r  

f i r s t  stage l e f t  f o r  the  diggings on 3 February. Brown w i t h ­

drew from the p a r t n e r s h ip ,  however, to  j o i n  G i lm er ,  S a l i s ­

bury, and P a t r ic k  in buying out Yates and forming the  

Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage, M a i l ,  and Express Company. 

Progress was delayed on 21 February,  when Brown was shot 

from ambush by e i t h e r  an i r a t e  employee or h o s t i l e  Indians.  

H o s t i le s  a lso  ran o f f  the company's stock and burned several  

stage s t a t io n s .  These depredat ions,  coupled w i th  the death 

o f  the capable Brown on 26 February,  delayed opera t ions  u n t i l  

25 September, when the f i r s t  regu la r  coach r o l l e d  in to  Dead-

^®Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 10, 15 A p r i l  1875. Mahnken, 
"The S idney-Black H i l l s  T r a i l , "  214. Deadwood Board o f  
Trade. The Black Hi 1 Is o f  Dakota, 1881 (Deadwood: D a i ly
Pioneer Book and Job O f f i c e ,  1881), TT.
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wood.

The t r i p  a t  f i r s t  took s ix  and o n e -h a l f  days, but  

was speeded up as the road improved, the route shortened,  

and new r e la y  s t a t io n s  b u i l t .  By 11 February 1877 i t  took  

on ly  four and o n e - h a l f  days to reach Deadwood, w i th  stages  

making t r iw e e k ly  t r i p s .  A f t e r  24 March 1877 the l i n e  ran on 

a d a i l y  schedule. E ve n tu a l ly  most o f  the f i r m 's  business  

came from i t s  Sidney, ra th er  than i t s  Cheyenne, o p e ra t io n s ,  

but regard less o f  the actual  po in t  o f  depar tu re  one s t i l l  

went to  the H i l l s  "on the Cheyenne Stage."  G i lm er,  S a l i s ­

bury, & Company sold out in 1882 to  Russell  Thorp who con­

t inued operat ions  u n t i l  19 February 1887. The la s t  re g u la r  

stage l e f t  the In ter-Ocean Hotel  on th a t  date fo r  Deadwood 

and o b i iv io n .^ ^

The Deadwood t re a s u re  coach is j u s t l y  famous fo r  the  

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  gold  i t  c a r r i e d ,  the v a lo r  o f  i t s  defenders,  

and the success o f  i t s  o p e ra t io n s .  The regu la r  stages were  

f r e q u e n t ly  robbed, but the t re a s u re  stage on ly  once. "None 

but foo ls  would c a r r y  money, knowing th a t  they were sure to  

lose i t , "  said  an empty-pursed passenger to an i r a t e  band it  

who held him up. On the  o ther  hand, few h e s i ta te d  to  e n t ru s t  

vast sums to  the  armored, guarded, and i n v i n c i b l e  t re a s u re  

coaches on t h e i r  f o r t n i g h t l y  runs.^O

^^The f i l e s  o f  the Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader a re  an ex­
c e l l e n t  pr imary  source on Cheyenne stages, w h i le  S pr ing 's  
Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage and Express Routes i s devoted  
e n t i r e l y  to the s u b je c t .

^^Thomas G. Ingham, Digging Gold Among the Rockies
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The express charge fo r  hauling b u l l io n  to e i t h e r  S id ­

ney or Cheyenne fo r  r a i l  shipment was one per cent o f  the  

va lue .  At f i r s t  Luke Voorhees, superintendent o f  the Chey­

enne l i n e ,  simply saw to I t  th a t  his d r iv e rs  were wel l -armed.  

This meager precaut ion brought through h a l f  a m i l l io n  d o l la r s  

In gold during the summer o f  18?6. The suppression o f  hos­

t i l e  Ind ians,  however, made l i f e  along the t r a i l  sa fe r  fo r  

the bandits  and forced on the company a regu lar  system o f  

guarded t re a s u re  shipments.

The t reasure  coach made I t s  t r i p  about twice a month, 

using a purposely  I r r e g u l a r  schedule to  confuse prospect ive  

robbers. E ight mounted guards accompanied the shipment, some 

In f r o n t ,  some t r a i l i n g  behind, so th a t  no ambush could sur­

p r is e  them a l l .  In the beginning heavy Iron safes were used 

to contain the go ld - -one  guaranteed by I t s  maker to w ithstand  

p o te n t ia l  th ieves  fo r  f I f t y - s I x  hours. In 1878 these durable  

conta iners  were augmented by complete ly  armored coaches. I n ­

side which the guards could defend themselves w i th  l i t t l e  

danger. These coaches, named the "Salamander," "M onitor ,"  

and "Old I r o n s id e s ,"  o f ten  c a r r ie d  as much as $200,000 a t  a 

t ime,  and on ly  o n c e - -a t  Canyon Sprlngs--was one o f  them 

robbed su cc e s s fu l ly .

A major fa c to r  In t h is  remarkable Immunity was un-

(P h l la d e lp h ia  ; Cottage L ib ra ry  Publishing House, 1881),
227. Bandit  depredations on the regu lar  stage routes and 
f a i l u r e s  aga ins t  the b u l l io n  coach are  discussed in more de­
t a i l  in Chapter X.
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doubted!y the  sheer weight o f  the gold.  A hundred pounds 

o f  g o l d - - f a r  more than a man on horseback could convenient­

ly  ca rry - -w as  worth $30 ,000 .  I f  melted in to  bars,  as most 

o f  the gold production was, shipments were simply too un- 

w i e l d l y  to  s t e a l .  The f a m i l i a r  movie spectac le  o f  the bandit  

s e iz in g  a f a t  bag o f  gold dust and g a l lo p in g  o f f  w i th  i t  is 

j u s t  p la in  im aginat ion .  The famous $350,000 shipment o f  

1877, fo r  example, weighed w e l l  over 1,000 pounds and to 

s tea l  i t  would have required a wagon. As a wagon meant th a t  

a getaway had to be made by roads, such a p r o je c t  was not 

a t t r a c t i v e  to  the thoughtfu l  b a n d i t .  He p re fe r re d  to make 

a small but steady l i v i n g  robbing t r a v e l e r s ,  r a th e r  than to  

attempt to s te a l  an unmovable fo r tu n e  from a w e l l -guarded  

t rea s u re  coach .2^

Gold was the most va lu a b le  commodity shipped out o f  

the H i l l s ,  but the most welcome, and weight fo r  w e ig h t ,  the  

most expensive item shipped in was m a i l .  A "pony express" 

o f  sorts  was es ta b l ish ed  in November 1875 to  c a r ry  l e t t e r s  

a t  t w e n t y - f i v e  cents each from Custer to  the Spotted T a i l  

Agency. I t  d id  not la s t  long. P r iv a t e  c a r r i e r s ,  teamsters,

^ ^ I b i d . . 219-20 .  Spring, Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  
Stage and Express Routes, passim'. S tu a r t  N. Lake. Wyatt 
Earp; F r o n t ie r  Marsha 1~~(New York: Bantam Books, 1952),
158-6^, conta ins a t o t a l l y  f a l l a c i o u s  account o f  Earp 's r i d ­
ing shotgun on a "Wells Fargo" shipment. Brown and W i l l a r d ,
Black H i l l s  Tra i 1s . is the t r u e  s to ry  o f  two men who a c t u a l - 
1 y were guards fo r  the t re a s u re  coach. The weight o f  gold 
in p roport ion  to  i t s  va lu e ,  e s p e c ia l l y  i f  impure, is hard 
to  c a l c u l a t e .  I t  was, however, o f  t h i s  general order  o f  mag- 
n i tude.
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and the l i k e ,  brought In mall from other  towns, u s u a l ly  s e l l ­

ing i t  a t  ten cents a l e t t e r  to  s e l f -a p p o in te d  "postmasters"  

who r e t a i l e d  the l e t t e r s  to  the addressees fo r  t w e n t y - f i v e  

cents each. Long l ines  o f  miners waited a f t e r  every a r r i v a l  

o f  m a i l ,  w h i le  h a l f -a -d o z e n  c le rk s  sorted and d i s t r ib u t e d  

the l e t t e r s .  I t  was an i n v a r ia b le  ru le  th a t  no one might 

ask fo r  mail  in more than one name, so the te nde r foo t  who 

th o u g h t le s s ly  o f fe re d  to b r ing  back his f r ie n d s '  l e t t e r s  

u s u a l ly  spent the whole day in town and returned a sadder 

and w e a r ie r  man.

In February 1876 another pony express l i n e  was es tab ­

l ished  to  c a r ry  l e t t e r s  from Custer to the Red Cloud Agency 

fo r  one d o l l a r  each. La ter  the Seymour and U t t e r  Pony Ex- 

p r e s s -M a i1 Serv ice  c a r r ie d  mail between Deadwood, Fort  

Laramie, and, e v e n t u a l ly ,  Sidney. The r id e rs  t r a v e le d  a t  

n ig h t  to avoid the Indians and to keep the horses coo l .  A 

s k i l l e d  r i d e r  l i k e  "Colorado C h a r l ie "  U t t e r  could make the  

t r i p  to  Fort  Laramie w i t h  2 ,0 00  to 3 ,000  l e t t e r s  worth  

t w e n t y - f i v e  cents each in f o r t y - e i g h t  hours, which meant a 

minimum return o f  f i v e  hundred d o l la r s  to  the company. Sey­

mour and U t t e r  e v e n tu a l ly  sold out to C. T. C l ip p in g e r ,  whose 

ra th e r  e r r a t i c  se rv ice  was q u ic k ly  replaced by the Cheyenne 

and Black H i l l s  Stage o p e ra t in g  out o f  Cheyenne. H. T.

C la rke ,  the Sidney f r e i g h t e r ,  a lso ran a mail l i n e  to the  

H i l l s .  His p re -p a id  envelopes labeled " C la rk e 's  Centennial  

Express" sold fo r  ten cents each. Even though he soon h i red
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Marsh and Stephenson fo r  $4 ,000 a year to do the ac tua l  h a u l ­

ing,  h is  scheme lost  money, and he r e t i r e d  from posta l  bus i ­

ness.

A United States post o f f i c e  was es tab l ish ed  in Custer  

in 1 8 7 6 , w i th  lawyer T. H. Harvey, followed by e d i t o r  J. S. 

Bartholomew i t s  postmasters. A post o f f i c e ,  w i th  R. 0. Adams 

in charge, was set up in Deadwood on 10 A p r i l  1877. Local 

newspapers r e g u la r ly  l i s t e d  the names o f  those who had l e t ­

te rs  w a i t in g  fo r  them, and thus provided h i s to r ia n s  w i th  the  

names o f  many gold rushers who a t  least  s ta r te d  fo r  the  

Hi 11s . 3 2

The te le gra p h ,  the most rapid means o f  communication 

w ith  " th e  s t a t e s , "  was begun from Fort  Laramie in August 

1 8 7 6 . W. H. Hibbard sold s c r ip ,  which could be used to pay 

fo r  te legrams, and s o l i c i t e d  $5 ,000 in cash donations from 

Deadwood newspapers and businessmen. By 7 October the w ires  

had reached Camp C o l l i e r  a t  the foot  o f  Red Canyon, and by 

1 December they came in to  Deadwood. A b a l l  a t  the Grand 

Centra l  Hotel ce lebra ted  the event ,  and c o n g ra tu la to ry  mes­

sages poured in to the re c e p t iv e  ear o f  James H a i le y ,  the  

f i r s t  te le g ra p h e r .  W ith in  a few months, however, the l in e  

"broke down" due to the transmission o f  a news item concern­

ing the  Russian general B lov i tsk inoursk irosquorob insk inasky .

3^Yankton D a i ly  Press and Dakota ian . 11 December
1875. T a l l e n t ,  The Black H i l l s . 30Ù-301. Richard B. Hughes, 
Pioneer Years in the Black H i l l s  (G lendale ,  C a l i f o r n i a :
Arthu r  H. C la rk  Company, 1957) , 111-12.
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The passage o f  t h is  ponderous word, the newspapers cla imed,  

ruptured the w ires  and knocked one lineman, Pat Keeley,  o f f  

a te legraph po le .  Serv ice  was q u ic k ly  restored .  By 1879 

some 17,500 paid messages went over the w ires  each year as 

weil  as 900,000 words o f  press d is p a tc h e s .33

With the coming o f  the te legraph ,  communications 

with  the H i l l s  were complete. On fo o t ,  by ox team, or  by 

stage, the miner could seek out the new bonanza, w h i le  regu­

la r  mails  and the prospect o f  a te legraph l in e  assured him 

o f  close contact w i th  home. Only the wronged and brooding 

Indian remained to bar the way.

33nughes, Pioneer Years in the Black H i l l s . 194. 
Black H i l l s  D a i ly  Times (Deadwood). 28 May 1877. mentions 
Keeley's supposed acc ident .



CHAPTER V I I I  

THE BLACK HILLS AND THE INDIANS

Did I hear the news from Custer?
W e l l ,  I reckon I d id ,  o ld  pard.

I t  came l i k e  a s t re a k  o' l i g h t n in g .
And you b e t ,  i t  h i t  me hard.

I a i n ' t  no hand to  blubber.
And the b r in y  a i n ' t  run fo r  years .

But chalk  me down fo r  a lubber.
I f  I d i d n ' t  shed regu lar  t e a r s . '

No s ide o f  Black H i l l s  h is to ry  has been the subject  

o f  more sentiment and less understanding than the way in 

which the area was u l t i m a t e l y  wrested from the Sioux. Con- 

s c ie n c e -s t r ic k e n  c h ro n ic le rs  have portrayed the w h i te  man 

as a monster o f  ca l lous  c u p id i t y ;  sentiment and ignorance 

have described the red man as a persecuted s a i n t .  Converse­

ly ,  those who l iv e d  on the f r o n t i e r  o f ten  considered the  

Indian a cunning and savage o b s tac le  to the advance o f  c i v i ­

l i z a t i o n ,  and the Indian agents who d e a l t  w i t h  him marvels 

o f  misguided pa t ien c e ,  honor, and lo n g - s u f fe r in g .

The t r ib e s  which may be conven ien t ly  c a l le d  the

^Captain Jack Crawford, the Poet Scout, quoted in 
Annie D. T a l l e n t ,  The Black Hi 11s (S t .  Louis; Nixon-Jones 
P r in t in g  Company, 109^), 2È2.
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Sioux were on ly  the  l a s t  o f  a se r ies  o f  Indian c la imants o f  

the  H i l l s .  Thei r t i t l e  rested upon the  provi sions o f  the  

T re a ty  o f  Laramie o f  1868 which es tab l is h e d  a reserva t ion  

fo r  them on the area between the Missouri  R iver  and the Wy­

oming border in what is  now the western h a l f  o f  South Dakota. 

This region included th e  Black H i l l s ,  and i t  is commonly sup­

posed th a t  the in t ru s io n  o f  the miners in to  i t  caused the  

Sioux War o f  1876. Though th is  may indeed have been the p r e ­

c i p i t a t i n g  event ,  the t r u e  causes o f  the c o n f l i c t  were fa r  

more su b t le .

The occupation o f  the  Black H i l l s  was only  one o f  a 

s e r ie s  o f  w h ite  moves intended to c i rcum scr ibe  the f a r -  

ranging a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the w i ld  p la in s  t r i b e s .  Secretary  o f  

the I n t e r i o r  Columbus Delano c l e a r l y  s ta te d  in 1873 th a t  he 

would not " s e r io u s ly  re g re t  the t o t a l  disappearance o f  the  

b u f f a l o , "  fo r  he regarded the d e s tru c t io n  o f  th is  s ta p le  In ­

dian food as the best means o f  reducing the  savages to a 

d o c i le  and convenient c i v i l i z a t i o n .  As the  b u f fa lo  d im in­

ished in number, Indian hunting p a r t i e s  rode ever f a r t h e r  

a f i e l d .  This a lone would have made them a nuisance to the  

s e t t l e r s ,  had not the acknowledged th ie v e r y  o f  Indian agents  

dr iven  the w a r r io rs  to  depredations o f  t h e i r  own.^

2
E. Douglas Branch, The Hunting o f  the B u f fa lo  

(L in c o ln :  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Nebraska Press, 1962 ) ,  174-76,
c l e a r l y  shows Delano's a t t i t u d e .  "The Red Cloud Report ,"  
H arpe r 's  Weekly. XIX (6  November 1875), 895, mentions the  
numerous frauds in the  Indian Bureau.
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The people o f  Dakota, although not the only ones to  

s u f fe r  from th is  scourge, were quick to  appeal for  he lp .  In 

1 8 7 3  t h e i r  L e g is la t i v e  Assembly a t  Yankton sent a memorial 

to Congress, urging th a t  steps be taken to prevent "the  

Black H i l l s  country serv ing as a r e t r e a t  fo r  h o s t i l e  In ­

d ia n s ."  General Phi l  Sheridan in his Report fo r  1874 says 

th a t  fo r  two or th re e  years he had contemplated bu i ld in g  a 

m i l i t a r y  post in the H i l l s ,  "so th a t  ho ld ing an i n t e r i o r  

po in t  in the heart  o f  the Indian country we could threaten  

the v i l l a g e s  and stock o f  the Indians i f  they made ra ids on 

our s e t t le m e n ts ."  With such a background the Custer exped i­

t io n  o f  1 8 7 4  may be seen as a step toward the m i l i t a r y  occu­

pation o f  the H i l l s .  C e r ta i n ly  i t  was more than a mere 

e x p l o r a t i o n . 3

As the area became prominent in Army th ink ing  i t  

seems ev ident  th a t  someone in the War Department re fe r re d  

to L ieutenant Gouverneur Kemble Warren's  "P re l im in a ry  Re­

port"  o f  his e x p lo ra t io n s  in 1857. Warren's geographical  

in formation was meager, but his m i l i t a r y  advice was e x p l i c i t :  

"The Black H i l l s  is the grea t  po in t  in t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  a t  

which to  s t r i k e  a t  a l l  the Teton Dakota. . . . They w i l l  

not,  I th in k ,  permit  the occupation o f  the v i c i n i t y  o f  these  

h i l l s  w ithout  o f f e r i n g  a determined re s is ta n c e ."  Once goaded

^ L e g is la t iv e  Assembly o f  Dakota T e r r i t o r y ,  "Memorial 
in Reference to the Black H i l l s  Country ,"  House Miscel laneous  
Document No. 65, 3rd Session, 42nd Congress (27 January 
1 8 7 3 ) ,  S e r ia l  1572. Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 10 November 1874.
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in to  b a t t l e ,  said  Warren, " the s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  the weapons 

o f  c i v i l i z e d  w a r fa re  would secure a v i c t o r y  to us."  The 

Army, however, could not a t  once br ing  i t s e l f  to  occupy the  

H i l l s  in the hope o f  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  a conclusive  war w ith  

the Sioux. Fo r tu n a te ly  they did not have to ,  since f r o n ­

tiersmen were on ly  too happy to do the jo b .^

Western c i v i l i a n  opinion on the  subject  o f  occupation  

was f a r  ahead o f  the m i l i t a r y .  Westerners commonly supposed 

th a t  the H i l l s  remained closed to se t t le m e nt  on ly  " in  order  

to  g r a t i f y  the whim o f  a few miserab le  savages," and th a t  

t h is  p o l ic y  o f  kindness and forbearance had been a t o ta l  

f a i l u r e .  Bands o f  " s le e k ,  r e g u la r ly - f e d  young Indians o f  

the agencies" roamed the West a t  w i l l ,  p lundering s e t t l e r  

and t r a v e l e r  a l i k e .  I t  seemed to the frontiersman th a t  one 

"might as w e l l  t r y  to ra is e  a turkey from a snake egg as to  

ra is e  a good c i t i z e n  from a papoose," and th a t  what was 

needed was a new p o l ic y  which granted to w h i te  c i t i z e n s  some 

o f  the lands and favors prev iou s ly  wasted on the I n d i a n s . 5 

The Sioux themselves were by no means blameless.  

T r ib a l  o rg a n iza t io n  provided l i t t l e  r e s t r i c t i o n  upon in d i -

^L ieutenant  Gouverneur Kemble Warren, "P re l im in a ry  
Report o f  Exp lora t ions  in Nebraska and Dakota in 18 55 - '56 -  
' 5 7 , "  South Dakota H is t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XI (1 92 2 ) ,  217-19 .

5john E. Maxwell,  l e t t e r ,  20 March 1875, quoted in 
A. J. Larsen, e d . ,  "Black H i l l s  Gold Rush," North Dakota 
H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y . VI (1 9 32 ) ,  305. H. N. Maguire.  The 
Black h i l l s  and American Wonderland (Chicago: The Lakesi de
L ib ra ry ,  IV, No. 82,  Donnel ly ,  Loyd and Company, 1877),  286.  
Deadwood Black H i l l s  Pioneer.  8 June 1876.
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vidua l  ra id in g  and hunting over a wide a rea .  The l a t t e r ,  a t  

l e a s t ,  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  al lowed by the terms o f  the Laramie 

T r e a ty .  These two a c t i v i t i e s ,  moreover, were so c lo s e ly  as ­

s oc ia ted  in the Indian c u l t u r e  th a t  in p r a c t i c e  they tended 

to be in d is t in g u is h a b le ;  what began as a hunt o f ten  ended 

as a sca lp ing  ex pe d i t io n .  As cond it ions  on the rese rv a t io ns  

worsened, the young w a r r io r s  o f te n  evaded the l im i te d  a u th o r ­

i t y  o f  weaker c h ie fs ,  and roamed and robbed a t  w i l l .  Th e ir  

f e r o c i t y  abroad was increased by the f r u s t r a t i o n  which they  

had endured a t  home.^

By the end o f  1874 a l l  signs pointed to  increas ing  

t r o u b le  w i t h  the P la ins In d ians .  The e f f o r t s  o f  the federa l  

government to  reduce them to subservience and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n ­

cy by means o f  a w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  kindness had come to  no th ­

ing. Indians who starved in sorrow on the rese rva t io ns  

tended in c re a s in g ly  to break away to s ta rv e  in freedom on 

the p r a i r i e s .  The Army, w ear ied  by the demands made upon 

i t  to  " c o n t ro l"  the Indians yearned fo r  a " f i n a l  so lu t io n "  

to  the problem, and saw in the occupation o f  the H i l l s  a 

move which might p r e c i p i t a t e  a bloody but successful con­

f l i c t .  The fron t iersm en ,  accustomed to l i v i n g  under the  

th re a t  o f  savage ra id e rs ,  had no qualms about fomenting a 

war to  gain a gold rush. At the same t ime the proud,

^The P la ins  Indian i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the "Dog S o ld ie r s , "  
or "Crazy Dogs," p o l ic e  fo r  keeping order  on the march and 
in the hunt,  did not extend i t s  a u t h o r i t y  to hunting or r a i d ­
ing a c t i v i t i e s  beyond the neighborhood o f  the t r i b e .
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wronged, and w a r l i k e  Indian was anxious fo r  another oppor­

t u n i t y  fo r  revenge.

The Sioux regarded C us te r 's  exped it ion  o f  1874 as a 

pa lpab le  In fr ingement o f  t h e i r  t r e a t y  r i g h t s .  To reduce the  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n f l i c t  a r i s i n g  out o f  t h e i r  resentment the  

Department o f  the I n t e r i o r  sent a commission to secure the  

re l inquishment o f  the Sioux hunting r ig h ts  between the P l a t t e  

River  and the northern border o f  Nebraska. Such a cession  

would keep hunting p a r t i e s  w e l l  away from the sa ndh i l l  route  

from Sioux C i t y  to the new mines. The outraged fe e l in g s  o f  

the Ind ians ,  however, prevented acceptance o f  the government 

proposals ,  and the b a f f l e d  and a f f r o n te d  commissioners r e ­

t r e a te d .^

The Idea th a t  the Sioux, whose p r in c ip a l  subsistence  

a f t e r  the b u f f a lo  herds dimin ished came from government g ra ­

t u i t i e s ,  had refused to bend to o f f i c i a l  wishes proved a 

great  I r r i t a t i o n  to the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  He 

urged the o u t r ig h t  abrogat ion o f  those parts  o f  the Laramie 

Trea ty  which allowed the Indians to  hunt f r e e l y  In the West, 

and p r o p h e t ic a l l y  remarked th a t  the t e r r i t o r y  "was o f  l i t t l e  

advantage to the  Ind ian ,  w h i le  the removal o f  the r e s t r i c ­

t ions  [on w h i te  e n t ry ]  would prepare the way fo r  the s e t t l e ­

ment o f  our c i t i z e n s . "  He f u r t h e r  held th a t  " I t  Is  a g rea t  

wrong to the c i t i z e n s  o f  t h is  t e r r i t o r y  th a t  I t s  domain

^Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1874 
(Washington: Government P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,  1874), 7, 87 -90 .
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should not be s e t t l e d  by a w h i te  e n t e r p r is in g  p o p u la t io n ."

To implement these suggestions the Secre ta ry  o f  the I n t e r i o r  

h in ted  th a t  the suppl ies normally  given to  the Sioux should 

be issued or  w i th h e ld  as the Indians'  conform ity  to  govern­

mental wishes might suggest.®

There is no question th a t  the Army, in s p i te  o f  the  

temptation to s t a r t  a Sioux war in the H i l l s ,  a t  f i r s t  did  

i t s  best to  d r iv e  out the trespassing miners.  The ir  e f f o r t s  

to remove the Gordon p a r t y ,  e v ic t  subsequent trespassers ,  

and cordon o f f  the H i l l s ,  show th a t  the Army both accepted  

and performed the unwelcome task .  Yet i t  can be argued w i th  

some v a l i d i t y  that  the presence o f  the  troops near the mines 

was designed as much to overawe the Sioux as to e je c t  the  

miners. Secretary  o f  War W i l l ia m  Belknap repeated ly  warned 

would-be trespassers th a t  the Army would p ro tec t  the H i l l s  

u n t i l  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  agreement to open them had been n e g o t i ­

ated w i t h  the Indians. These in s t ru c t io n s  were echoed by 

the generals in command, and although poss ib ly  d i lu te d  by 

the time they reached lower m i l i t a r y  echelons, the a c t i v i t y  

o f  Captain Edwin P o l lock  in removing trespassers is s u f f i ­

c ie n t  to show th a t  the orders were c a r r i e d  out.®

8 | b i d .

. S . , Message from the President  Transm itt ing  in ­
formation in R e la t ion  to the  Black H i l l s  Country in the  
Sioux R es erva t ion . Senate Executive document No. 2. Special  
Session, 43rd Congress (17 March 1875) , S e r ia l  1629. Chey­
enne D a i ly  Leader. 29 March 1875. See a ls o  Chapter V.
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One reason fo r  t h is  Army v ig i l a n c e  during the summer 

o f  1075 was the hope th a t  removing the prospectors would 

soothe the Sioux, and pave the way for  n e g o t ia t io n s  aimed 

at  o b ta in in g  the Black H i l l s .  Accord ing ly ,  a second Sioux 

commission, headed by W i l l i a m  B. A l l i s o n ,  met w i th  the  

c h ie fs  on 20 September a t  the Red Cloud Agency. The com­

missioners urged th ree  main reasons why the Indians should 

s e l l  the  H i l l s ,  or a t  leas t  the mineral r ig h ts  to them:

F i r s t ,  as the Sioux did not and could not support themselves,  

they ought to bend to the demands o f  the a u t h o r i t i e s  who fed 

them. Second, the Army could not keep out the  miners, and 

unless the H i l l s  were given up a c o n f l i c t  between the t r e s ­

passers and the Indians, and subsequent in te rv e n t io n  by the  

Army, was i n e v i t a b le .  T h i rd ,  the a rea ,  whatever i t s  mineral  

w e a l th ,  was useless to the Ind ians ,  and in any event would 

be handed back to them fo r  a rese rv a t io n  once i t s  gold had 

been e x t r a c t e d . ^0

Mr. Lo, fo r  a l l  h is  innocence, was not so e a s i l y  

cozened. The Indians drew the commissioners' a t te n t io n ,  to 

the T re a ty  o f  Laramie, which not on ly  guaranteed them the 

H i l l s  but government support as w e l l ,  and reasonably asked 

why they should g ive  up the one in order to  re ta in  the

1 0 The best summary o f  the 1875 n e g o t ia t io n s  is in 
Peter  Rosen, Pa-Ha-Sa-Pah (S t .  Louis: Nixon-Jones P r in t in g
Company, 1895), 341-45.  The complete s to ry  may be found in 
the Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1875 (Wash- 
ington : Government P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,  1B75), 6 - 9 ,  184-87.
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o th e rs .  Red Cloud and a dozen lesser  c h ie fs  v i s i t e d  the d i g ­

gings ,  and upon seeing gold a c t u a l l y  being ex trac ted  immedi­

a t e l y  conceived exaggerated notions about the va lue o f  the  

mines. Encouraged by Indian agents,  t r a d e r s ,  and squawmen 

in the  b e l i e f  t h a t  the H i l l s  were v a lu a b le ,  the c h ie fs  ra ised  

t h e i r  p r ic e  fo r  the  area to  $ 7 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  In a d d i t io n ,  they  

urged th a t  some compensation fo r  the gold a l rea dy  removed 

might be in o rd e r ,  a subject  on which the  commissioners were  

understandably d i f f i d e n t .  The commission f i n a l l y  o f f e r e d  

e i t h e r  a rent o f  $400,000 a year u n t i l  the H i l l s  were mined 

o u t ,  or  a t o t a l  p r i c e  o f  $ 6 ,00 0 ,00 0  payable in f i f t e e n  annual 

in s ta l lm e n ts ,  in re tu rn  fo r  the  mineral  r ig h ts  to the  H i l l s  

and the r ig h t - o f - w a y  fo r  th re e  roads leading to them. The 

proposal s ta ted  t h a t ,  i f  accepted, "a reasonable sum sha l l  

be expended in presents  to  be d i s t r i b u t e d  as is customary 

among the Indian peop le ."

The conference broke up w i t h in  ten days w ithou t  

reaching any agreement whatever.  The Indians manifested an 

in c re a s in g ly  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  toward the commissioners, w h i le  

the l a t t e r  were w e l l  pleased to  leave the  meeting be fore  the  

outbreak o f  open war.  The report  o f  the commissioners po inted

 ̂^Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1875. 
6 - 9 ,  184-87.  The Indian was j o c u l a r l y  r e fe r r e d  to as "Mr.
Lo," in re fe rence  to Alexander Pope's l i n e s ,  found in E p i s t l e  
I o f  the Essay on Man ;

Lo, the poor Indian! whose u n tu t o r 'd  mind 
Sees God in clouds, or  hears him in the wind;
His soul proud Science never taught to  s t ray  
Far as the  s o la r  walk or  m i lky  way.
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out t h a t  the Indian a t t i t u d e  toward s e l l i n g  a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

re s e rv a t io n  would not soften " u n t i l  they are  made to fee l  

the power as w e l l  as the magnanimity o f  the Government."

I t  f u r t h e r  observed th a t  " i f  the  Government w i l l  in terpose  

i t s  power and a u t h o r i t y ,  they [ th e  Sioux] a re  not in a con­

d i t i o n  to  r e s i s t . "  Following t h is  f a i l u r e  o f  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  

President  Grant ordered the withdrawal  o f  the troops guard­

ing th e  Black H i l l s .  As we have a l re a d y  seen, t h i s  ac t ion  

in e f f e c t  threw the region open to the miners.

In descr ib ing  the deal ings o f  the w h i te  man w i th  the  

Indian i t  is o f ten  customary to a t t r i b u t e  a l l  v i r t u e  to the  

l a t t e r  and every v i l l a i n y  to the former, a ha b i t  o f  mind 

which does more c r e d i t  to the conscience than to  the  ju d g ­

ment o f  the  h is to r ia n s  involved.  Those who a c t u a l l y  d e a l t  

w ith  the Ind ian ,  who fought him on the  p r a i r i e s ,  o r  su f fe red  

from h is  t h ie v e r y ,  held a d i f f e r e n t  po in t  o f  view. To the  

f ront iersman the Indian was a dangerous savage to be feared  

when powerful and destroyed when weak. Exaggerated ta le s  

o f  Indian massacres g e n e ra l ly  had a kernel o f  t r u t h  f a r  re ­

moved from the k in d ly  but i l l - i n f o r m e d  notions e n te r ta in e d  

in the d i s t a n t  East. Apparent ly  i t  was q u i te  a chore to  

love an Indian nearby.

Some o f  the lu r id  t a le s  o f  Indian w a r fa re  doubtless  

re s u l ted  from w ishfu l  th in k in g ,  as in the case o f  a young

12Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1875. 
194. --------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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man in the barber-shop overheard by James E. Smith, one o f  

the e a r l y  comers to the H i l l s .  This g a l l a n t  to ld  o f  a des­

pe ra te  f i g h t  to  save his wagon t r a i n ,  how he and a handful  

o f  men had entrenched and a f t e r  a long and bloody s t ru gg le  

fought o f f  hordes o f  h o s t i l e s .  When the speaker 's  w a r l i k e  

face a t  la s t  emerged from the l a t h e r ,  Smith recognized him 

as a cowardly member o f  h is  own p a r ty  who had hidden in a 

wagon as long as two f r i e n d l y  Indians remained on the h o r i ­

zon. Other s to r ie s  were probably  to ld  fo r  the sake o f  the  

c h i l l s  they sent down the h e a re r 's  back, and some were doubt­

less invented o u t r ig h t  by prospectors to discourage m igrat ion  

to  the mines u n t i l  the best claims had been worked out .

S t i l l  o th e r  accounts were f a b r ic a t e d ,  or a t  lea s t  en larged,  

by je a lo u s  f r o n t i e r  towns who hoped to d i v e r t  t r a v e le r s  from 

t h e i r  r i v a l s '  b loodstained t r a i l s .

Neverthe less ,  there  was always some degree o f  t r u t h  

or p r o b a b i l i t y  in the ta le s  o f  Indian a t r o c i t i e s  and b a t t l e s .  

Although a p a r ty  o f  twenty or t h i r t y  wel l -arm ed men could 

t ra v e l  w i th  impunity, smaller  groups were o f ten  set upon and 

massacred. T ra v e l in g  alone was perhaps the leading reason 

fo r  t ro u b le  w i th  the Indians, and most o f  the recorded deaths 

can be a t t r i b u t e d  to t h is  cause. In on ly  a few cases were 

war p a r t i e s  large enough to a t t a c k  a w e l l -o rg a n iz e d  wagon

1 3̂James E. Smith, A Famous B a t te rv  and I t s  Campaigns 
(Washington; W. H. Lowdermilk & Company, 1892), 225r26.
J. H. T r ig gs ,  H is to ry  o f  Cheyenne and Northern Wyoming 
(Omaha: Herald  Steam Book and Job P r in t in g  House, 1 8 /6 ) ,  3.
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t r a i n ,  and they were never successful In de fea t in g  one. Some 

groups, as an added p recaut ion ,  c a r r i e d  a small cannon and 

c re d i te d  I t  w i th  t h e i r  Immunity from a t ta c k s .  A c t u a l l y ,  any 

p a r ty  b ig enough to  haul along a cannon was too big fo r  the  

average war p a r t y  to  ta c k le .  Even when set upon by large  

bodies o f  Indians the t r a v e le r s  could form a co rra l  o f  t h e i r  

wagons In which to keep t h e i r  s tock and dig  a deep p i t  I n ­

side fo r  the women and c h i ld r e n ,  w h i le  r i f l e  p i t s  ou ts ide  

the r ing  o f  wagons formed the main defense. The Charles W. 

P ett igrew p a r t y  was thus besieged fo r  four days near Spear-  

f l s h ,  but managed to hold o f f  the Indians w i th  minor loss 

u n t i l  a id  a r r i v e d  from Deadwood.

The t r i b e s  on the rese rv a t io n  fo r  the most p a r t  re ­

mained s u r p r is in g ly  d o c i le  p r i o r  to 1876. The ir  unpromising 

crops, p lan ted  on s t e r i l e  s o i l ,  had f u l f i l l e d  every expecta ­

t ion  o f  f a i l u r e .  Th e ir  b u f fa lo  herds, depleted by w h i te  

hunters,  no longer provided subsistence .  The young men, 

smarting beneath t h e i r  gr ievances,  s t ra in e d  against  the a l ­

ready tenuous a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  c h i e f s ,  w h i le  the ch ie fs  

themselves soon e n te r ta in e d  doubts about the wisdom o f  con­

t inued submission to  the w h i tes .  At l a s t ,  during the w in te r  

o f  1 8 7 5 - 1 8 7 6 , General Phil  Sheridan ordered a l l  Indian hunt­

ing p a r t i e s  to  re turn  to t h e i r  rese rva t io ns  or be considered

^^Cheyenne D a l ly  Leader. 21 May I 8 7 6 . John S. Mc­
C l ln to c k ,  Pioneer Davs in the Black H i l l s  (New York: p r i ­
v a te ly  p r i n t e d ,  1939), 148, l$$ -2o l . Zack T. S u t ley ,  The 
Last F r o n t ie r  (New York: Macmillan Company, 1930), 89.
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h o s t i l e .  Lack o f  food a t  the agencies and the s e v e r i t y  o f  

the w in t e r  made compliance Impossib le.  Thus, regardless o f  

t h e i r  d e s i re s ,  the hunters were forced In to  h o s t i l i t y .  With  

the coming o f  the grass fo r  t h e i r  ponies In the spring o f  

1 8 7 6  the Sioux, from hunt and rese rv a t io n  a l i k e ,  took to  the  

warpath In a desperate endeavor to  secure In b a t t l e  what they  

could no longer r e ta in  by submission. L ieutenant Warren's  

p r e d ic t io n  had come t ru e .^ 5

General George Crook and his troop a lso  took the  

f i e l d  In the spring o f  I 8 7 6 . The Army was determined to  

fo rce  the r e b e l l io u s  Indians to  re turn  to t h e i r  re s e rv a t io n s .  

The d e s tru c t io n  o f  p a r t  o f  Crook's  army under L ieu tena n t-  

Colonel George A. Custer a t  the B a t t l e  o f  the L i t t l e  Big 

Horn has been so thoroughly  descr ibed th a t  no f u r t h e r  comment 

Is necessary save to po in t  out th a t  t h is  v ic t o r y  g r e a t l y  en­

couraged the Indians to  Increase t h e i r  ra ids  on the H i l l s .

Had the w a r r io rs  un i te d  a t  t h i s  t ime to a t ta c k  the miners,  

th e re  Is l i t t l e  doubt th a t  every man would have been k i l l e d  

or dr Iven out .

Custer and h is  command were wiped out on 25 June

' ^Report o f  the Commissioner o f  IndHan A f f a i r s .  1876 
(WashIngton; Government P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,  1876), \ 1-23.

^^General Custer ,  to  g iv e  him his brevet rank, has 
always been c lo s e ly  I d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  the H i l l s .  His exped i­
t io n  In 1 8 7 4  p u b l ic iz e d  them, h is  death on the L i t t l e  Big 
Horn Is g e n e ra l ly  a t t r i b u t e d  to t h e i r  Invas ion,  and the rem­
nants o f  h is  Seventh Cavalry  Regiment fo r  years were s t a ­
t ioned a t  Fort  Meade, near S tu r g is .
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1876, but except fo r  rumors brought by Indian messengers, no 

o f f i c i a l  word o f  the  "massacre" reached Deadwood u n t i l  20 

Ju ly .  The Black H i l l s  Pioneer issued a specia l  e d i t i o n ,  and 

Captain Jack Crawford wrote  a lugubrious poem, a p a r t  o f  

which is reproduced a t  the  beginning o f  t h is  chapter ,  in so r ­

rowful commemoration. A lready a le r t e d  by increasing Indian  

ra id s ,  the Black H i l l e r s  now began to look to t h e i r  de­

fenses .  ̂7

W ith in  the  H i l l s  q u ic k ly  formed m i l i t i a  un i ts  p ro ­

vided armed p ro te c t io n  fo r  the la rg e r  towns. C us ter 's  Minute  

Men under Captain Jack Crawford were im i ta te d  in Deadwood. 

Three companies t o t a l i n g  325 men were formed th e re ,  in a d d i ­

t io n  to c a v a l ry  u n i ts  in G a y v i l l e ,  S pe a r f is h ,  and Crook C i t y .  

Rapid C i t y  l ik ew is e  organized fo r  i t s  own p r o t e c t io n ,  and as 

l a t e  as the f a l l  o f  1878 p e t i t i o n e d  the United States marshal 

o f  the t e r r i t o r y  fo r  f i f t y  stand o f  r i f l e s  and ammunition.

As the Army a t  th a t  t ime used the s in g le -s h o t  S p r in g f ie ld ,  

i t  would seem th a t  almost any weapon the s e t t l e r s  might have 

would have been p r e f e r a b le  fo r  defense aga ins t  h o s t i l e  In ­

dians armed w i th  Spencer and Winchester repeat ing  r i f l e s . ^ ®

^^George W. Stokes, Deadwood Gold (Chicago: World
Book Company, 1926), 70, says th a t  an Indian runner brought 
news o f  the b a t t l e  to Deadwood on 27 June, which ind ica tes  
in c re d ib le  a g i l i t y .  The e x t ra  issue o f  the Black H i l l s  
Pioneer has been t o t a l l y  lost  and no copies o f  i t  a re  known.

^®Deadwood Black Hi 1 Is P ion eer . 22 Ju ly  1876. Chey­
enne D a i ly  Leader . 27 J u ly ,  1 August 1877. U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
South Dakota, W.P.A. W r i t e r ' s  P ro je c t ,  MS, "Annals o f  E ar ly  
Rapid C i t y ,  1 8 7 8 -8 7 - - ln d ia n s ,"  5, 15, Rapid C i t y  Public  
L ib ra ry .



191

The powerful forces o f  p r i v a t e  e n te rp r is e  were a lso  

c a l le d  upon to war aga inst  the Sioux, and as In P ur i tan  times  

rewards were o f fe re d  fo r  the heads o f  Indians.  A miners'  

meeting In Deadwood o f fe r e d  a bounty o f  f i f t y  d o l la r s  per 

head, the  assembled c i t i z e n s  donating the money a t  once.

Later  the  amount was ra ised  to th ree  hundred d o l l a r s .  An 

In d lan -hu n te r  known as Texas Jack d i sp l ayed  a head in v a r i ­

ous bars ,  and was said  to  have been rewarded by the local  

Board o f  H ea l th ,  "on the theory th a t  k i l l i n g  Indians was 

conducive to the hea l th  o f  the community." By Ju ly  1877 

the menace had decl ined to the p o in t  where the bounty could 

be reduced to tw e n ty - f i v e  d o l l a r s .  The wide v a r i e t y  o f  sums 

and the d i f f e r i n g  dates ascr ibed to them are s u f f i c i e n t  to  

cast doubt upon the a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  the s t o r ie s .  Neverthe­

less ,  th e re  was a t  the time a widespread b e l i e f  th a t  rewards 

were o f f e r e d ,  and had been pa id ,  fo r  Indian he ads .^9

Precautions taken In the H i l l s  did l i t t l e  to  prevent

^^Seth Bu l lock ,  "An Account o f  Deadwood and the  
Northern H i l l s  In 1876," ed. Harry  H. Anderson, South Dakota 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XXXI (1 9 6 2 ) ,  312, 328-291 Smith, A 
Famous B a t te ry  and I t s  Campaigns. 222. Jesse Brown and A. M. 
W i l l a r d .  The Black HH11s T r a i l s  (Rapid C i ty :  Rapid C i ty  
Journal Company, 1924), 222-25 .  Richard B. Hughes, Pioneer  
Years In the Black H i l s  (G lend a le .  C a l i f o r n i a :  Arthur  H.
C la rk  Company, 1957), Tff4. " B r i e f  Chronology o f  E ar ly  Dead- 
wood," Black HI 11s Eng ineer . X V I I I  (January, 1930),  35. The 
only  w e l l - s u b s t a n t ia t e d  case o f  a reward being paid Is th a t  
In v o lv ing  a Mexican, who cut o f f  the head o f  an Indian k i l l e d  
near Crook C i t y ,  c a r r ie d  I t  to Deadwood, and was rewarded 
w ith  gold and l iq u o r  In the  var ious bars,  a s to ry  which Is 
repeated by the above-mentioned a u t h o r i t i e s  w i th  some degree 
o f  unanImlty .
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Indian t r o u b le  on the t r a i l s .  Even th e  Gordon p a r t y  had run 

in to  a l i t t l e  t ro u b le  when young David Aken wandered away 

from his companions and was tw ice  captured ,  and tw ice  r e ­

leased, through the assis tance o f  an a f f e c t i o n a t e  squaw.

Tiia Indians did  not long remain so m e r c i f u l .  John S. Mc- 

C l in to c k ,  who came to the H i l l s  in 1876, l a t e r  compiled a 

l i s t  o f  v i o l e n t  deaths in the e a r l y  days which mentions some 

s i x t y  persons known to have been k i l l e d  by Indians. Two 

scouts, Jesse Brown and A. M. W i l l a r d ,  descr ibe  o th e r  k i l l ­

ings which McClintock omitted and b r ing  the t o t a l  to  about 

one hundred. Richard 8. Hughes, a r e p o r te r  for  the Black  

H i l l s  P io n e e r . be l ieved  th a t  th e re  were not more such deaths 

on ly  because the i n f l u e n t i a l  c h ie fs  d id  a l l  they could to  

r e s t r a in  the younger w a r r io r s .  "Under the c ircumstances,"  

says Hughes, " th e  Indians having a l l  the r ig h t  on t h e i r  s ide ,  

and the w h i te  invaders not even a shadow o f  r i g h t - - i t  is a 

source o f  wonder not th a t  so many Black H i l l e r s  were k i l l e d  

as th a t  the number was not i n f i n i t e l y  g r e a te r .

To l i s t  in d e t a i l  those k i l l e d  in or near the H i l l s  

would weary the reader w ithout  honoring the dead. Neverthe­

less,  a few instances,  drawn from v a r io us  l o c a l i t i e s ,  may 

show the scope o f  the problem and ex p la in  to some degree the  

an imosity  o f  the miner fo r  the In d ia n .  For example, George

^^David Aken, Pioneers o f  th e  Black H i l l s  [Milwaukee,  
1920?], 55 -56 ,  62. Akenl in s p i t e  o f  t h is  f l i g h t  o f  imagina­
t i o n ,  appears to be r e l i a b l e  in the re s t  o f  his account.  
Hughes, Pioneer Years in the Black H i l l s . 26.
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V. Ayres, who came to  Custer in the spring o f  1876, l i s t e d  

in h is  d ia r y  twelve  Indian a t tacks  near th a t  town from 24 

A p r i l  to 20 May, in c lud ing  t h i r t e e n  men k i l l e d .  The a t tac k s  

continued in to  1877 and could not be stopped u n t i l  the In ­

dians themselves abandoned t h e i r  ra id in g  h a b i t s . ^1

At Rapid C i t y ,  on the eastern edge o f  the mountains,  

the a t tacks  f e l l  even more h e a v i ly .  From the middle o f  

March, 1876 to the  end o f  A p r i l ,  ten men, out o f  an a l re a d y  

s lender p o p u la t io n ,  were k i l l e d  on the roads around the  

town. Th e ir  bodies were g e n e ra l ly  subjected to " h o r r i b l e  and 

unmentionable m u t i l a t i o n s , "  an Indian h a b i t  which markedly  

increased the anger o f  the su rv ivo rs .  In August, fo l lo w in g  

the numerous Indian upr is ings  encouraged by the massacre o f  

the L i t t l e  Big Horn, four more men, Thomas E. Pendleton, 0.  

Patterson ,  George W. Jones, and John Erquahart ,  were k i l l e d  

a few miles up Rapid Creek. The miners soon concentrated  

near the p ro te c t io n  o f  the Rapid C i t y  blockhouse, but even 

so the populat ion dwindled to less than a score o f  hardy 

pioneers .  Here too the ra ids continued in to  1877, and l i v e ­

stock s t e a l in g  continued in to  the next y e a r . 22

2^Brown and W i l l a r d ,  Black Hi 1 Is T r a i I s . 84.

22john R. Brennan, "Some E a r ly  H is to ry  o f  the Black  
H i l l s  o f  South Dakota ,"  MS, n. d . , S h e l f  2, T i e r  6,  South 
Dakota H is t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  P ie r r e .  Hughes, Pioneer Years 
in the  Black Hi 11s. 174. A. C. Townsend, l e t t e r  to  I .  C. 
D e v e l l in g ,  431 Main S t r e e t ,  S p r in g f ie ld ,  Mass.,  from Rapid 
C i t y ,  1 September 1876, typed copy. Black H i l l s  F i l e  Cab inet ,  
Drawer 3, Rapid C i t y  Pub l ic  L ib ra ry .
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Deadwood was to  some degree pro tec ted  by the cordon 

o f  se tt lem ent around Crook C i t y ,  C en tenn ia l ,  and Spearf lsh .  

The town's most famous Indian v ic t im  was the Reverend Henry 

Weston Smith, whose sad death 20 August 1876 was considered  

the nad ir  o f  Indian ruthlessness and f e r o c i t y .  Smith, a 

q u ie t ,  k in d ly  man, had f i r s t  come to Custer ,  then moved 

northward w i th  the rush to Deadwood, where he supported him­

s e l f  by carpentry  work and occasional preaching. When mur­

dered he was on his way to preach in Crook C i t y .  Although 

warned o f  lu rk ing  Indians along the t r a i l  he perservered in 

his in te n t io n  to bring his message to the neighboring miners.  

Ambushed, he f e l l  a t  once, but his body was undisturbed, a 

mercy g e n e ra l ly  a t t r i b u t e d  to the respect in which the In ­

dians reputed ly  held godly men.23

Several  o ther  deaths in the northern H i l l s  caught the  

p u b l ic  mind, and t y p i f y  the problems which the s e t t l e r s  en­

countered. Jimmy I r io n  (or  I r o n ) ,  a scout employed by hay­

makers on False Bottom Creek, made the mistake o f  using the  

same h i l l  day a f t e r  day as a lookout.  One day the Indians  

got there  f i r s t .  The ir  b u l le t s  h i t  a sh e l l  in his c a r t r id g e  

b e l t ,  and when found, his body was described as " h o r r ib ly  

m u ti la ted "  by the explosion. Charley N o l in ,  a pony express 

r id e r  anxious to reach Deadwood w i th  the m a i l ,  l e f t  the pro-

^^McC1in tock .  Pioneer Days in the Black Hi 1 I s . 123, 
supposes th a t  Smith was k i l l e d ,  not by Indians,  but by ma­
l ic io u s  w h i te  men. His undelivered sermon, found on the bod- 
y, is given in o u t l in e  in McClintock, 124-27.
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te c t io n  o f  a group o f  f r e ig h t e r s  and rode on ahead. He was 

ambushed along Deadman Creek and hi s body was discovered by 

the t r a i l  o f  s c a t te re d  mail about i t .  The Wagner fa m i ly ,  

which had s ta r te d  a lone fo r  the East ,  was a t tacked  near Crook 

C i t y  and a l l  members o f  the p a r ty  were murdered and t h e i r  

bodies b r u t a l l y  a b u s e d .

B uf fa lo  Gap, where the Sidney t r a i l  led in to  the 

H i i i s  from the south, was the scene o f  many Indian a t ta c k s .  

Here several p a r t i e s  o f ten  not iced  the same bodies, and t h e i r  

garbled reports  m u l t i p l i e d  s in g le  deaths in to  h a l f -a -d o z e n .  

But the most noted f i g h t  a t  B u f fa lo  Gap was th a t  o f  e ig h t  

wel l -arm ed b u f fa lo  hunters who defended t h e i r  f i v e  wagons 

w ith  grim determ inat ion  before l i t e r a l l y  ta k in g  to  the h i l l s .  

Passers-by,  seeing the burned wagons, surmised tha t  a large  

p a r ty  had been destroyed,  and spread the word o f  yet another  

Indian massacre. A c t u a l l y ,  the Ind ians ,  ra th e r  than the  

hunters ,  were the  losers on t h is  p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s i o n . ^5

The most famous o f  a l l  Indian a t ta c k s  was the massa­

cre  o f  the Metz p a r t y  in Red Canyon. Metz, a baker who had 

made a good l i v i n g  in Custer ,  sold h is  business fo r  $3 ,000  

when the miners moved no rth ,  and departed fo r  Cheyenne w i th  

a small p a r ty  which included his  w i f e ,  a teamster named

Ibi d . . 86. Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader . 27 September
1876. Brown and W i l l a r d ,  Black H i l l s  TraTTs. 98 -99 .

^^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 27 A p r i l  1876. Hughes, 
Pioneer Years in the Black Hi TTs. 62 -63 .
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Simpson, and a colored maid. Accompanying them were W. J.  

" C a l i f o r n i a  B i l l "  Fe l to n ,  and his  two f r ie n d s ,  Beergessir  

and Gresham. Felton and his comrades got about th r e e -q u a r ­

te rs  o f  a mi le  ahead o f  the res t  o f  the  p a r ty  and were a t ­

tacked by Indians. C u t t ing  loose his wagon, Felton f lung  

his dying companions on the backs o f  two horses, mounted a 

t h i r d ,  and dashed down the v a l l e y  to the s a fe ty  o f  a nearby  

stage s t a t io n .  The Ind ians,  meanwhile, proceeded up the  

canyon where they met and k i l l e d  the rest  o f  the Metz p a r t y  

and l e f t  t h e i r  bodies a h o r r i b l e  example fo r  passing t r a v ­

e le rs  to  f i n d . 26

The Ind ians ,  however, may not have been a lone .  There  

is no doubt th a t  they a t tacked  Fe l ton ,  fo r  he surv ived his  

f i v e  wounds and t e s t i f i e d  to th a t  e f f e c t .  On the o ther  hand, 

i t  was commonly held by the local people th a t  the bandit  

"Persimmons B i l l "  had cooperated w i th  the n a t iv e s .  Jesse 

Brown, who helped move the m u t i la te d  bodies, says th a t  he 

found the  spot where the a t ta c k e rs  had hidden w h i le  w a i t in g  

fo r  the Metz p a r t y ,  and th a t  boot and shoe marks, as w e l l  

as knee p r in t s  o f  c lo th  breeches showed c l e a r l y  in the mud. 

There is no question th a t  w h i te  bandits  o f ten  worked w i th  

the Ind ians,  encouraged them in var ious a t r o c i t i e s ,  and l a t e r  

shared in the l o o t . 27

^^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 21, 22, 23, 26 A p r i l  1876,
21 June 1 8 7 6 , 7 AprTT 1878, provides the most a u th e n t ic  ac ­
count.

2^McC1intock. Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s . 59.
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The many massacres in Red Canyon brought demands fo r  

m i l i t a r y  p ro te c t io n  o f  t h is  v i t a l  route from Custer to Chey­

enne. These were answered on 8 May 1876, when Company K o f  

the Second Cavalry and Company F o f  the  N inth  In f a n t r y  were 

sent to  the mouth o f  the canyon to b u i ld  a small m i l i t a r y  

post .  Named Camp C o l l i e r ,  t h is  f o r t  was about s e v e n ty - f iv e  

fe e t  square, w i th  p r o je c t in g  bastions a t  i t s  southeastern  

and northwestern corners.  The troops decorated thei r ten ts  

w it h  evergreen boughs and made themselves a t  home, w h i le  the  

Red Canyon Stage S ta t ion  and Harlow's Eating House soon pro ­

vided refreshment fo r  trooper  and t r a v e l e r  a l i k e .  W hi le  the  

i n f a n t r y  guarded the post ,  a c a v a l ry  u n i t  scoured the coun­

t r y s i d e  fo r  h o s t i le s  or accompanied threatened wagon t r a in s
op

northward to  Custer.

Crook regrouped h is  forces fo l low ing  the Custer  

d i s a s t e r ,  and on 5 August set out toward the Yellowstone  

R iver  in hope o f  in te r c e p t in g  both S i t t i n g  Bull and Crazy 

Horse. S i t t i n g  Bull  and h is  w a r r io rs  headed fo r  Canada, , 

w h i le  Crazy Horse seemed bent on destroy ing the miners in 

the Black H i l l s .  On 26 August Crook's troops, exhausted by 

a rap id  chase a f t e r  the l a t t e r ,  began t h e i r  famous "mud and

Brown and W i l l a r d ,  Black H i l l s  T r a i I s . 75.
28 Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader . 8 May, 2 June, 4 ,  9 Ju ly ,

6 August 1876, 5 May 1877. Deadwood Black Hi 1 Is P io n ee r .
12 August 1876. The post was a lso known as Camp C o l l in s .
The o u t l i n e  o f  the stockade can s t i l l  be seen across the  
road from the Jim B e l l  ranch, two or th ree  miles north  o f  
Edgemont.
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horsemeat" march to  the Black H i l l s *  Crook reached the  head­

waters o f  the Heart  R iver  on 5 September, then crossed the  

Cannon B a l l ,  Grand, and Moreau. On 7 September he sent Cap­

ta in  M i l l s  and 150 troopers from the Third Cavalry  ahead in 

an attempt to obta in  supp l ies .  This advance guard ran in to  

Roman Nose and a small body o f  w a r r io rs  and defeated them in 

a b r is k  but minor a c t io n .  The a r r i v a l  o f  Crazy Horse w i th  

the bulk  o f  his men threatened M i l l s  w i th  ex te rm in a t io n ,  

but Crook came to  his rescue in t ime to f i g h t  o f f  the a t ­

tack in the B a t t l e  o f  Slim Buttes .

Having d iv e r te d  Crazy Horse from the H i l l s ,  Crook 

and his men resumed t h e i r  desperate  and s ta rv in g  march t o ­

ward Deadwood. On 13 September they camped on the W hite -  

wood, near Crook C i t y ,  where they received supplies from the  

welcoming miners.  The General and his s t a f f  l a t e r  were roy­

a l l y  received in Deadwood, e s p e c ia l l y  a f t e r  Mayor E. B.

Farnum had d i s c r e e t l y  d i re c te d  them to the p u b l ic  bathhouse 

and a neighboring c lo th in g  s to re .  A b a l l  was held in t h e i r  

honor a t  the Grand Central  H o t e l ,  and the meeting a f te rw a rd  

adjourned to Jack Langrishe's  th e a t e r  where the General shook 

hands w i th  a l l  who wished to gree t  him. He a lso received a 

p e t i t i o n  asking him to e s ta b l is h  a f o r t  in the northern H i l l s ,  

a b less ing which the c i t i z e n s  be l ieved  would be "a g rea t  meas-

^^John F. F in e r ty ,  War-Path and Bivouac; The Big 
Horn and Yellowstone Expedit ion (Chicago; R. R. Donnel ly & 
Sons, 1955), 303-12 ,  is a f i r s t h a n d  account o f  the campaign.
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ure o f  s a fe ty  and p ro te c t io n  to  the people here now, as w e l l  

as a f fo r d in g  the  means o f  a more rapid  e x p lo ra t io n  and d e v e l ­

opment o f  o ther  po r t ions  o f  t h is  in t e r e s t in g  c o u n t ry . "30

Crook advised the miners to form t h e i r  own m i l i t i a ,  

and not w a i t  fo r  government a ss is tan ce .  His t roops,  however, 

remained in the H i l l s  fo r  about two months, and gave a marked 

degree o f  p r o te c t io n  to  the miners. In a d d i t io n .  Camp 

S tu rg is ,  mentioned in Chapter V I ,  was b u i l t  near Bear Butte .  

Here, two troops o f  c a v a l ry  and two companies o f  i n f a n t r y  

under Major Henry L a z e ! le  provided a secure bast ion o f  de­

fense fo r  the northern H i l l s .

I t  is now necessary to turn from war to peace, and 

to look fo r  a moment on the n e g o t ia t io n s  which u l t i m a t e l y  

gained the Black H i l l s  fo r  the miners. Obviously ,  as long 

as the mines remained a p a r t  o f  the Sioux re s e rv a t io n  th ere  

would be continued clashes between the t respassers  and the  

r i g h t f u l  owners. As in p r a c t ic e  i t  had proved impossible  

to keep the miners o u t ,  the on ly  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  continued  

f ig h t i n g  was to  remove the Indians.

Furthermore, the H i l l s  themselves were seen as a key 

to re tu rn ing  p r o s p e r i t y  fo r  the n a t io n ,  which had a l re a d y  

suffe red  fo r  th re e  years from the e f f e c t s  o f  the Panic o f  

1 8 7 3 . Monied in t e r e s t s  were anxious to  invest  in the new

^ ^ T a l le n t ,  The Black H i l l s . 233. Cheyenne D a i ly  
Leader. 28 September 1Ô76, says th a t  Crook's s o ld ie r s ,  too,  
were w e l l  e n t e r ta in e d ,  the Deadwood res tauran ts  ta k in g  turns  
t r e a t i n g  them.
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mines, but h e s i ta te d  to do so as long as these remained a 

par t  o f  the Ind ians '  t r e a t y  lands. The o u t l e t  fo r  in v e s t ­

ment, the jobs which i t  might generate ,  and the flow o f  gold 

which i t  might produce were a l l  potent arguments fo r  removing 

the mines from the  Sioux r e s e r v a t io n .31

The In d ians ,  too ,  had good cause to n e g o t ia t e .  I t  

was obvious ly  impossib le  fo r  them to hold on to the H i l l s ,  

and prudence d ic t a t e d  th a t  they get what p r ic e  they could .  

They a lso  needed to secure governmental assurance o f  the sup­

p l i e s  upon which they had come to depend, and to arrange fo r  

some way in which they could in t ime ad jus t  themselves to  

the w h i te  man's s o c ie ty .  These c o n s id e ra t io n s ,  coupled w i th  

a ju d ic io u s  government s e le c t io n  o f  the c h ie fs  who were to  

at tend the p a r l e y ,  made agreement in e v i t a b l e .

The n e g o t ia to rs  met a t  the Red Cloud Agency in 

September 1876. The government commissioners had been i n ­

s t ruc ted  to seek the re l inquishment o f  a l l  but the permanent 

reserva t ions  es ta b l is h e d  by the T rea ty  o f  1868, and e s p e c ia l ­

ly the cession o f  a l l  Indian cla ims west o f  the 103° m e r i d i ­

an. The l a t t e r  extended some ten miles east o f  Rapid C i ty  

and included a l l  o f  the Black H i l l s .  The commissioners a lso  

wished to ob ta in  the r ig h t - o f - w a y  fo r  roads across the r e ­

maining re s e rv a t io n s ,  an agreement on the p a r t  o f  the Indians  

to rece ive  t h e i r  suppl ies  on the Missouri  R iv e r - - w e l l  away

^1Deadwood Black H i l l s  P ioneer .  2 December 1876.
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from the mines--and the estab l ishment o f  a system o f  Indian  

schools.  In re tu rn ,  the  commissioners were au tho r ized  to 

o f f e r  assurance th a t  the  supplies a l rea dy  promised under the  

Trea ty  o f  Laramie would not be d is c o n t in u e d .32

Even the hand-picked c h ie fs  could not stomach th is  

barefaced robbery w i thou t  p r o t e s t .  Said one, " I hear th a t  

you have come to move us . . . since the Great Father prom­

ised th a t  we should never be moved we have been moved f i v e  

times . . .  I th in k  you had b e t t e r  put the Indians on wheels 

and you can run them about wherever you w is h . "33

C h ie f  Red Dog advised a degree o f  d e l ib e r a t io n  in 

the n e g o t ia t io n s ;  " I  do not wish you to be in haste about 

i t ;  i t  is on ly  s ix  years s ince we came to l i v e  on t h i s  

stream . . . and nothing th a t  has been promised us has been 

done." Running Bear sn ee r in g ly  asked the commissioners to 

take up a c o l l e c t io n  fo r  him out o f  t h e i r  own pockets: "You

are  not p a r t i c u l a r l y  modest in asking fo r  the th ings you 

want,  and I see no reason why I should not ask fo r  the th ings  

I want ."  Standing E lk ,  however, s ta ted  the  case in bald sim­

p l i c i t y  when he sa id :  "Whenever we do n ' t  agree to anything

th a t  is said in council  they g ive  us the same r e p ly - - 'Y o u

m
32ih e  Report and Journal o f  Proceedings o f  the Com­

ission Appointed to Obtain C er ta in  Concessions from the  
Sioux Indians was om it ted  from the ap pro p r ia te  Reports o f  
the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  and appears on ly  as 
Senate Executive Document No. 9 ,  44th Congress, 2nd Session 
(26 December 1876), S e r ia l  1718.

3 3 I b i d . , 8.
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won't  get any f o o d . '"34

Another c h i e f ,  Fool Dog, sadly remarked; "I am an 

Indian and am looked on by the whites as a fo o l is h  man, but 

i t  must be because I fo l low  the advice o f  the w h i te  man." 

Coming forward w i th  re luc tan ce .  Two S t r i k e  t o l d  the commis­

sioners: "The reason we a re  a f r a i d  to  touch the pen and a re

s i l e n t  be fore  you is because we have been deceived so many 

times b e fo r e ."  Neverthe less ,  he signed the t r e a t y - - t h e y  a l l  

signed the t r e a t y - - t h e r e  was nothing e ls e  fo r  them to d o . 35 

Even the commissioners, who were honest men burdened 

w ith  a d i s t a s t e f u l  task ,  were moved by the Indian p ro te s ts :

The r e c i t a l  o f  the wrongs which t h e i r  people had 
s u f fe re d  a t  the hands o f  the w h i te s ,  the  a r r a i g n ­
ment o f  the government fo r  gross acts  o f  i n j u s t i c e  
and f raud ,  the d e sc r ip t io n s  o f  t r e a t i e s  made only  
to be broken, the doubt and d i s t r u s t s  o f  present  
profess ions  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  and good-w i l l  were por­
trayed in co lors  so v i v i d  and language so te rs e ,  
th a t  admirat ion and s u rp r is e  would have kept us 
s i l e n t  had not shame and h u m i l ia t io n  done s o . 36

Neverthe less ,  the t r e a t y  was concluded on 27 October 1876, 

and r a t i f i e d  by the Senate on 27 February the fo l lo w ing  year .  

At l a s t ,  the Black H i l l s  were l e g a l l y  open to the w h i te  i n ­

vaders.

3 4 | b i d . . 34, 73, 42.  

3 5 | b i d . . 52, 43.  

^ ^ I b i d . . 8.



CHAPTER IX 

LIFE IN A GOLD RUSH TOWN

Put away his p ic k  and shovel,
He w i l l  never prospect more;
Death has s lu ice d  him from his  t r o u b le .  
Panned him on the o th e r  s h o re . '

The t a l e  o f  the men who came to the H i l l s ,  o f  the  

way they l i v e d ,  and o f  the amusements w i th  which they whi led  

away t h e i r  frequent i d l e  hours is  a fa s c in a t in g  one. Obvi­

ou s ly ,  i t  is  e a s ie r  to  read t h e i r  s to ry  now than i t  w as . to  

l i v e  i t  then, but a l l  th ings considered i t  was a rewarding  

experi ence.

The f i r s t -c o m e rs  were men, fo r  few women and no 

" la d ie s "  jo in e d  the rush to the e a r l y  p la c e r  mines. Even 

Mrs. R. B. Fay, who a r r iv e d  on the  i n i t i a l  coach to  Deadwood, 

was r e f e r r e d  to  as " the  f i r s t  lady passenger,"  a compliment 

which seems ra th e r  thoughtless inasmuch as th e r e  a l re a d y  was 

a w e l l - p a t r o n i z e d  m i l l i n e r y  shop in town. Nor were there  

many c h i ld re n  in the H i l l s ,  in comparison to  the t o t a l  popu­

l a t i o n ,  judg ing  by the small number a t te n d in g  the  var ious

^Miner's  e p i tap h ,  Deadwood Black H i l l s  D a i ly  Times.
18 Ju ly  1877.
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school s . 2

Photographs taken during the gold rush show bearded 

miners in p ro fus ion ,  and the f i r s t  impression is th a t  the  

rushers were o ld e r  men. A c lo s e r  look, however, reveals  

youthful  eyes behind the whiskers .  Well i t  might:  the  me­

dian age in Deadwood was t h i r t y ,  f i v e  years less than th a t  

o f  the a d u l t  populat ion in the United States a t  the t ime.

The fo l lo w in g  t a b le ,  derived from the ros te r  o f  the Soc ie ty  

o f  Black Hi 1 Is Pioneers, t e l  Is the  s tory :

POPULATION OF THE BLACK HILLS, 1875

Under 20 years o f  a g e .............................................................. 10%
Between 21 and 30 ..................................................................  43%
Between 31 and 40 ..................................................................  35%
Between 41 and 5 0 .................................................................... 10%
Over 5 0 ..............................................................................................2%

Total  100%3

Most o f  these men came from the East; n e a r ly  two-  

f i f t h s  were born in New York, Pennsylvania , Ohio, I l l i n o i s ,  

or Kentucky. Another t w o - f i f t h s  were born in fo re ign  coun­

t r i e s ,  a p roport ion  which f a r  exceeded even th a t  o f  the West

^Annie 0. T a l l e n t ,  The Black H i l l s  ( S t .  Louis:  
Nixon-Jones P r in t in g  Company! )8 $ 9 ) ,  376. Edwin A. Cur ley ,  
Guide to  the Black H i l l s  (Chicago: p r i v a t e l y  p r in t e d ,
1877), est imated th a t  not more than 150 women were in Dead- 
wood a t  the t ime he wrote .

^C o n s t i tu t io n  and By-Laws o f  the Society  o f  Black  
H i l l s  Pioneers Together w i th  a Roll  o f  Members (Deadwood: 
Times Job P r in t in g  House, 18^1),  gives a ros te r  o f  members 
who came to  the H i l l s  p r i o r  to  1877. The f ig u res  doubtless  
make the  rushers seem younger, fo r  some o f  the o ld e s t  must 
have died by the time the ro s te r  was published.



205

where only  tw e n t y - f i v e  per cent o f  the population in 1870 

was fo re ig n -b o rn .  Of course many who came to the H i l l s  had 

o r i g i n a l l y  jo in e d  gold rushes to C a l i f o r n i a ,  Nevada, Colo­

rado, and Montana, then turned eastward when the new Dakota 

mines were discovered. Two other  groups were prominent in 

the rush: the Chinese and the Negroes. The former came to

Deadwood in s u f f i c i e n t  numbers to form t h e i r  own Chinatown 

in the hear t  o f  the c i t y  from which incense wafted over the  

whole gulch. The l a t t e r ,  although less cohesive, staged a t  

leas t  one large  p ic n ic ,  on 2 August 1879, in honor o f  the  

freedom e a r l i e r  achieved by t h e i r  race in Santo D o m i n g o . ^

This heterogeneous aggregation soon developed a u n i ­

fy ing  s p i r i t  o f  cooperation and mutual r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  A 

few prospectors were s e c re t iv e  and suspicious, keeping a l l  

knowledge o f  new d iscover ies  to themselves. Most, however, 

shared good news and anything e ls e  they had, even w i th  t o t a l  

strangers .  The campfire was f r e e  to  everyone, fo r  the miners 

understood th a t  in a new land h o s p i t a l i t y  was a v i r t u e  upon 

which a l l  might one day need to c a l l .  In a d d i t io n ,  strangers  

brought news and made good company fo r  iso la te d  miners t i r e d

L
I b id .  Peculat ion o f

b i r t h  :
the Black H i l l s  by p lace o f

New York ............................ . 14% B r i t i s h  Is le s  ................... 18%
Pennsylvania ................... . 8% Germany-Prussia . . . . 13%
O h i o ..................................... . 7% Canada ................................ 5%
I l l i n o i s  ............................ . 6% A l l  o ther  fore ign . . . 

T o t a l ,  fore ign born
6%

T o t a l ,  5 s ta tes . 39% 42%
A11 o ther  s ta te s  . . .

: 4 § l
Tota l  U. S............................ 58%

T o ta l ,  U. S. born Total  ............................ 100%
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o f  o ld  but f a i t h f u l  f r ie n d s  and faces. At any r a t e ,  the gen­

erous h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  the miners was p r o v e r b ia l .  To be on 

hand a t  mealt ime assured an i n v i t a t i o n  and to  a r r i v e  in camp 

a t  dusk always meant th a t  th ere  would be a p lace  to sleep in 

the te n t  or cabin .

The miners'  f r i e n d l in e s s  is g e n e r a l ly  sa id to have 

been equaled by t h e i r  honesty,  but the l a t t e r  v i r t u e  was 

represented more by t r a d i t i o n  than by the ac tua l  cond i t ion s .  

Neverthe less ,  custom d i c t a t e d  th a t  a m iner 's  c la im ,  his  

to o ls ,  and his gold were i n v i o l a b l e ,  as safe  when he went to  

town as i f  he had remained to watch them. Furthermore, most 

o f  the miners were we l l -a rm ed and did not h e s i t a t e  to shoot 

in defense o f  t h e i r  p ro p e r ty .  In the e a r ly  days o f  the rush 

such "personal law enforcement" probably  prevented a good 

many p e t t y  cr imes. As the rush progressed, however, the  

prospectors were jo in e d  by camp-fol lowers who would p ick  up 

anything not s o l i d l y  a t tached to bedrock. "Not even a buck­

e t ,  brush, broom, s t ra p ,  h a l t e r ,  or in fa c t  any small a r t i ­

c l e , "  grumbled the Black H i l l s  P io n e e r , was sa fe  ou ts ide  

a f t e r  dark .  One woman complained th a t  a t h i e f  had removed 

th ree  J o in ts  o f  pipe from her stove and would have taken the  

stove, too,  had i t  not been too hot to handle. These p e t ty  

crimes increased as the e a r l y  community s p i r i t  o f  the p lacers  

gave way to  the more b u s in e s s l ik e  a t t i t u d e  o f  the hardrock  

miners. N ever the less ,  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  " f r o n t i e r  honesty" p e r ­

s is ted  u n t i l  the r a i l r o a d s  came In the 18 8 0 's, even though
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the prudent d id not r e l y  upon i t  very  h e a v i l y . 5

Is o la te d  male groups doing e s s e n t i a l l y  the same work 

tend to  develop t h e i r  own slang and t h e i r  own catchwords, r e ­

marks which by continued use are  accepted as meaningful in 

the most unexpected c o n te x ts .  Such a phrase was "Whoa, Em­

ma!" I t  was vague enough to be a v a i l a b l e  fo r  general use 

and yet capable o f  in f l e c t i o n s  su i ted  to every need. The 

u n i n i t i a t e d  may have supposed i t  to be somehow connected w i th  

the "Emma Mine" swindle and thus both to p ic a l  and a p p ro p r ia te  

during a mining boom. A c t u a l ly  i t  was derived from the l in e s  

"0 day, the f a i r e s t  one th a t  ever rose. Period and end o f  

anxious Emma's woes," by the seventeenth century English  

poet,  Matthew P r io r .

Another common phrase o f  Deadwood Gulch was the c ry  

"Oh, Joe!" which would s t a r t  a f t e r  supper a t  the head o f  the  

v a l l e y  and work i t s  way from te n t  to t e n t .  I t  gathered v o l ­

ume as a d d i t io n a l  voices swelled the chorus, u n t i l  i t  echoed 

away in the rocks and rubble beyond the fa r t h e s t  camp. "Oh, 

Joe" was said to have o r ig in a t e d  in the pi teous c a l l s  o f  a 

drunken prospector who f e l l  in to  a ho le  one evening and spent 

the n ig h t  f r u i t l e s s l y  c a l l i n g  fo r  ass is tan ce .

To lugubrious c a l l s  fo r  "Joe" was of ten  added the  

p l a i n t i v e ,  p e n e t ra t in g  lo n e -w o l f  howl o f  one "Smokey" Jones.

^Robert E. S trahorn ,  Handbook o f  Wyoming and Guide 
to  the  Black H i l l s  and Big Horn Regions (Cheyenne; p r i v a t e ­
ly  p r in t e d ,  1877J, 237-38? Deadwood b lack  H i l l s  P io n e e r .
23 September 1876.
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His was a sound c a lc u la te d  to ra is e  the hackles,  c h i l l  the  

blood, and undo the re s o lu t io n  o f  even the  bravest miner.  

Hence i t  was de ar ly  loved by a l l .  Jones one day made h is  

" p i l e "  in the mines and departed fo r  the East.  Several  

months l a t e r  he came back again ,  a shaved and pol ished s t r a n ­

ger who passed unknown amongst his dearest  f r ie n d s ,  u n t i l  

one n ig h t  a t  the Gem Theater  he jo in e d  in the applause by 

g iv ing  his o ld ,  f a m i l i a r  howl. Great was the miners'  re -  

j o i c i ng--"Smokey" Jones was back again!

An aspect o f  western t a l k  which strangers found amus­

ing was the in d is c r im in a te  bestowal o f  m i l i t a r y  and j u d i c i a l  

t i t l e s :  Among 1,500 names in the P ie r r e  d i r e c t o r y ,  fo r  ex­

ample, th ere  were 800 c o lo n e ls ,  approximate ly  200 majors and 

judges,  and a l i b e r a l  s p r in k l in g  o f  ca p ta in s .  "P ro fe s so r ,"  

however, seems to  have been l im i te d  to  school and music 

teachers and to men who "played piano" in th ea te rs  and bars.

When introduced to one o f  these t i t l e d  luminaries the  

proper s a lu ta t io n  was always "Howdy." I f  the new a c q u a in t ­

ance proved a good f e l lo w ,  one said he was "a w h i te  man, yes 

si r ." w i t h  heavy emphasis on the f i n a l  word. I f  he possessed 

l e a rn in g ,  he was said to  be a "sharp,"  as in "rock sharp" 

fo r  an assayer or a g e o lo g is t ,  or "gospel sharp" fo r  a m in is ­

t e r .  When death d isso lved a f r ien d s h ip  the departed was said  

to have "gone up the f lum e."  An ep itaph l i k e  the one a t  the  

beginning o f  th is  chapter  might be hand-carved on a head­

board, and hopes expressed th a t  every th ing  would "pan out
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a l l  r ig h t"  fo r  him in " the  big diggings up the c r i c k .

Room and board o f fe re d  a s t a p le  to p ic  for  conversa­

t io n  or doggerel such as the fo l lo w in g :

The beefs teak is o f  le a th e r ,
And the pies are made o f  t i n ;
The bread you could not cut i t  w i th  a sword.
The b u t te r  wears si de-whiskers.
The c o f fe e 's  very th in .
In the l i t t l e ,  one-horse hash-house where I board.

The best q u a l i t y  board cost as much as fourteen d o l ­

la rs  a week, but t h r i f t y  miners "batching" in a mess o f  f i v e

or  s ix  could eat fo r  h a l f  th a t  amount i f  they could stand

t h e i r  own cooking. Flour cost about ten d o l la r s  a hundred 

pounds (although i t  once soared to  s i x t y  during a w in te r  

sh or tag e ) ,  bacon approximately t w e n t y - f i v e  cents a pound, 

b u t te r  fo r t y  cents ,  eggs t h i r t y - f i v e  cents or more per dozen, 

depending upon supply. Two- and three-room cabins rented  

fo r  tw e n ty - f iv e  to  f o r t y  d o l la r s  a month--but many men b u i l t  

t h e i r  own o f  logs, brush, and canvas. An aston ish ing decora­

t i v e  fe a tu re  was the b r i g h t l y  p r in te d  c a l ic o  used fo r  w a l l ­

paper. I t  f i t t e d  n i c e ly  over the rough logs and gave the  

cabins a cheerfu l  look. George Stokes sold thousands o f  

yards o f  i t  from his c lo th in g  s tore  in Deadwood and aston-

^Edmund Mandat-Grancey, t ra n s .  W i l l ia m  Conn, Cowboys 
and Colonels (P h i la d e lp h ia :  J. B. L ip p in c o t t ,  1963),  21,
I 3 Ô. Richard B. Hughes, Pioneer Years in the Black. Hi 11s 
(G lenda le ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  Arthur  H. C la rk  Company, 1957), 68,
104. Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 12 September 1878, mentions 
"Whoa, Emma"--a remark analogous to World War l l ' s  "T h a t 's  
what she sa id !"  "Facts About the Black H i l l s , "  u n id e n t i f i e d  
newspaper c l i p p in g ,  Deadwood Publ ic  L ib ra ry ,  mentions the  
way the miners ta lk e d  in fu r th e r  d e t a i l .
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i shed h is  w h o lesa le r ,  who wondered how so few women could  

use so much c l o t h . 7

The f i r s t  hotel in Deadwood was Charles H. Wagner's 

Grand C e n t r a l .  Here a t r a v e l e r  could get a rude bunk or  

space on the f lo o r  fo r  h is  b lankets  a t  one d o l l a r  a n ig h t .  

Wagner's board, f o r t u n a t e l y ,  was much b e t t e r  than his  beds 

fo r  he had secured the se rv ice s  o f  "Aunt Lou" Marshbanks, a 

h ig h ly  ta le n t e d  colored woman, and his t a b le  was j u s t l y  

famous. As the ho te ls  improved, p r ice s  rose to two to  four  

d o l la r s  a day. Ordinary d in in g  rooms and re s ta u ran ts  issued 

t i c k e t s  good fo r  a week's e a t in g  fo r  about ten d o l l a r s .  Such 

places a lso  acted as h o t e ls ,  fo r  the "meal t i c k e t s "  o f te n  i n ­

cluded the  dubious p r i v i l e g e  o f  sleeping on the  f l o o r  o f  the  

e s t a b l i  shment.

The comfort o f  a warm meal and a dry bed were espe­

c i a l l y  apprec ia ted  during the  gold rush, fo r  the  weather then 

was co lde r  and w e t te r  than a t  p resent .  November 1876 saw a 

heavy snow and the e d i t o r  o f  the Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader men­

t ioned  th a t  he was ab le  to  heat his o f f i c e  by burning the  

manuscripts he received from local  poets about the  "snow, 

b e a u t i fu l  snow." In October 1877 Deadwood had a tw o - fo o t  

f a l l  o f  snow. The fo l lo w in g  spring a memorable f i v e - d a y

7p ete r  Rosen, Pa-Ha-Sa-Pah (S t .  Louis: Nixon-Jones
P r in t in g  Co.,  1895),  381. C ur ley ,  Guide to  the  Black H i l l s . 
80, 130. John S. McCl in tock,  Pioneer Days in th e  Black  
H i l l s  (New York: p r i v a t e l y  p r in t e d ,  l ^ ^ s ) , ?2. Custer
Black H i l l s  H e r a ld . 27 December 1876, gives a long local  
p r ic e  l i s t .
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storm l e f t  seven fe e t  o f  " th e  b e a u t i f u l , "  as I t  was c a l l e d ,  

on the ground. Many roofs co l lap sed ,  and not s u r p r is in g ly ,  

fo r  a p la t fo rm  scale used to  weigh hay-wagons re g is te red  

3,165 pounds o f  snow. When winds came up a t  the end o f  the  

storm, the  snow was whipped in to  tw e n ty - fo o t  d r i f t s ,  which 

l a t e r  melted and resu lted  in severe f lo o d in g .  The next month 

a second f lo od ,  caused by four  days o f  steady r a in ,  washed 

out p la c e r  workings, ruined roads, and f i l l e d  up mines. A 

week l a t e r  weather turned cold aga in ,  and nearby Rapid C i ty  

was blanketed w i th  s t i l l  another th ree  fe e t  o f  snow. Often 

these storms were fo l lowed by the "Chinook w ind ,"  a warm 

b la s t  which could ra is e  sub-zero temperatures f i f t y  degrees 

in an hour or two and turn the ice  to slush and mud.®

Deadwood mud, moreover, was not the o rd in a ry  a r t i c l e ,  

but "o f  a r ich  q u a l i t y ,  i t s  adhesive p ro p e r t ie s  ra r e ,  i t s  

depth unfathomable, i t s  c o lo r  in d e f in e a b 1e, i t s  ex ten t  i l ­

l i m i t a b l e ,  and i t s  usefulness unknown." Six  and e ig h t  mules 

to  the wagon could scarce ly  nav ig a te  through t h is  Stygian  

l i q u i d ,  which daubed the animals to t h e i r  ears and complete ly  

disguised t h e i r  c o lo r .  Pedestr ians waded through the tena-

Q
Cheyenne Dai 1v Leader. 22 November 1876, mentions 

the excess o f  p o e try ,  based on James W. Watson's "B e au t i fu l  
Snow! I t  can do nothing wrong. . . ."  Jack Langrishe, o f  
the Black H i l l s  P ion eer , wrote  a parody, "Stove,  b e a u t i fu l
stove . ! . beats the h out o f  b e a u t i fu l  snow." The
w r i t e r  has seen the Chinook winds ra is e  the temperature from 
-3 0 °  to  4 0 °  from s ix  to  ten a. m. P r e c ip i t a t io n  recorded 
during the  rush seems to have been roughly ten inches per 
year more than a t  present .
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clous muck, and cursed long, generous, l i b e r a l  curses in ­

v o lv in g  the teamsters who splashed them, the roadside b u i l d ­

ings which blocked the dra inage,  and the f a t e  which had 

brought them a l l  to Deadwood. The s t re e ts  continued in l i q ­

uid co nd it ion  most o f  the year as w in te r  snows gave way to  

spring and summer ra ins .  The local  hab it  o f  throwing garbage 

in to  the s t r e e t  and the c o n tr ib u t io n s  made by passing l i v e ­

stock did l i t t l e  to make the s l ime more a t t r a c t i v e . 9

The s t in k in g  mud and general lack o f  s a n i ta t io n  a t ­

t ra c te d  swarms o f  f l i e s .  These, however, were common every­

where and were usua l ly  ignored. L ice ,  on the o ther  hand, 

received more a t t e n t i o n ,  fo r  the  miners considered i t  a d i s ­

grace to  be lousy. One bullwhacker said th a t  he had been 

plagued continuously  by these pests fo r  s ix  years and s t i l l  

had not gotten used to i t .  Most o f  the men were more fa s ­

t id io u s  and b o i led  t h e i r  c lo th e s ,  app l ied  "b lue ointment"  

( Unquentum H y d ra rq y r i ) .  and t r i e d  to keep t h e i r  shant ies  

c lean .  One o f  the main exceptions to f r o n t i e r  h o s p i t a l i t y  

was the h o s t i l i t y  shown the lousy v i s i t o r ,  though u s u a l ly  

his cond it ion  did not become apparent u n t i l  the damage had 

been done.

The miner who found h im s e l f  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  l i c e  o r ,

^Deadwood Black Hi 1 is P io n e e r . 24 March i877 .
Curley ,  Guide to the Black H i l l s . 12$.

'^Agnes Wright Spring, Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Staqe 
and Express Routes (G lendale ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  Arthur  H. d ia rk
C o . , 1949), 178. Hughes, Pioneer Years in the Black H i l l s . 
224-25.
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Indeed, almost any o ther  d isease,  could res o r t  to the Dead- 

wood Bath House. This establ ishment ad ver t is ed  "hot baths,  

cold baths,  dry vapor, su lphur,  a lc o h o l ,  and shower ba ths ,"  

and in smaller  type d i s c r e e t l y  mentioned " p r i v a t e  disease,  

sure cure or  no pay."  One wonders what hero ic  treatments  

made po ss ib le  such a guarantee.

I f  the bathhouse f a i l e d ,  the s u f f e r e r  could always 

turn to  Swayne's Tar and S a r s a p a r i l l a  P i l l s ,  which were o f ­

fered as a patent cure fo r  "headache, const ipa ted  bowels,  

inward p i l e s ,  cost iveness ,  fe v e rs ,  to rp id  l i v e r ,  yellowness 

o f  skin and eyes, in d ig e s t io n ,  dyspepsia, and a l l  derange­

ments o f  the in te rn a l  v i s c e r a , "  a comprehensive ca ta log  o f  

the i l l s  then p re v a le n t .  The advert isement fo r  th is  panacea 

made c le a r  th a t  " u n l ik e  many o ther  purgat ives  they [ th e  

P i l l s ]  do not i r r i t a t e  the stomach and bowels," but kept 

" the  system in the he a l thy  cond it ion  by arrous ing the to rp id  

l i v e r  to hea l thy  ac t ion  in e x p e l l in g  by the bowels and k i d ­

neys the matter  th a t  poisons the foundations o f  l i f e . "  A 

thorough dose o f  Swayne's P i l l s  must have been q u i t e  an ex-  

peri ence.^ ^

Weakened by hard work, poor food, and patent  medi­

c ines ,  the miners f e l l  easy v ic t im s  to the smallpox which 

broke out during the summer o f  1876. By August new cases 

were reported every day. The lad ies  o f  Deadwood organized

^^Deadwood Black H i l l s  P ion eer . 16 December 1876. 
Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 27 March 1878.
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a committee to  care fo r  the  d e s t i t u t e  s ic k  and a b ly  s o l i c i t e d  

donations fo r  t h is  good cause. The c i t y  government b u i l t  a 

smallpox h o s p i t a l ,  or  pest house, in which to  q u a ra n t in e  the  

p a t i e n t s .  Fo r tuna te ly  the d isease was in a m i ld  form, and 

the epidemic was over be fo re  i t s  presence could discourage  

immigration to the H i l l s . ^ ^

Having discussed the way in which men l i v e d ,  l e t  us 

now look a t  the way they earned t h e i r  l i v i n g .  Not a l l  were 

fo r t u n a te  enough to f in d  a paying mine; most had to  work fo r  

others  or  go in to  business fo r  themselves. Wages fo r  s k i l l e d  

miners v a r ie d  from four to  seven d o l l a r s  a day, and as on ly  

h a l f -a -d o z e n  men could work e f f i c i e n t l y  a t  the average p lac e r  

o p e ra t io n ,  the owners g e n e r a l ly  p re fe r re d  to pay high wages 

and get th e  best men a v a i l a b l e .  Inexperienced miners ,  when 

they could get work a t  a l l ,  rece ived from one to  th re e  d o l ­

la rs  a day and board. Jobs were scarce and probab ly  not more 

than a t h i r d  o f  the men in Deadwood were permanently  employed.

The unemployed p i l g r i m  could f in d  a number o f  th ings  

to  do. Often his f r ie n d s  supported him in id le n e ss ,  fo r  an 

e x t r a  hand was always u s e fu l ,  i f  on ly  to  go along w i t h  each 

new stampede to stake out c la ims fo r  h is  bus ier  companions. 

Hunting, too ,  was a p leasant  avocation which supp l ied  food 

fo r  one's  f r ie n d s  and o f ten  an income, fo r  the  successful  

u s u a l ly  sold t h e i r  game to res tauran ts  or  to o th e r  miners.

1 8 7 6 .
^^Deadwood Black H i l l s  P io n e er . 12, 16, 23 ,  26 August
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In a la s t  e x t re m ity  a man could always beg l i k e  "S w i l l  Barre l  

Jimmy," who a f f e c t e d  a shabby f rock  coat and a clean paper 

c o l l a r ,  but was supported by the generos i ty  o f  Main S tre e t  

res tauran ts  which gave him l e f t - o v e r s  and ta b le -s c ra p s .  An 

e n te r p r is in g  man could go in to  business on his  own, l i k e  the  

" B o t t l e  Fiend" whose shack was surrounded by tubs and b a r re ls  

o f  empty b o t t l e s  which he o f fe r e d  fo r  sa le .^ ^

Whatever the t r a n s a c t io n ,  gold dust was the medium 

o f  exchange. I t  could be converted to greenbacks only  a t  a 

discount .  I t  commanded a h igher p r ic e  as gold dust than 

when exchanged fo r  b i l l s ,  fo r  i t  was assumed to be worth  

twenty d o l la r s  an ounce, when a c t u a l l y  the p r ic e  o f  even r e ­

f in ed  gold was considerab ly  less.  Local merchants o f  course  

compensated fo r  the a r t i f i c i a l l y  high p r ic e  o f  gold dust by 

charging correspondingly  high p r ice s  fo r  t h e i r  goods. Last­

ly ,  making a purchase w i t h  "dust" was a good way to impress 

v i s i t o r s  w i th  the wea lth  and gold production o f  the H i l l s .

Gold scales and a "b low er ,"  or shallow t i n  pan in 

which sand and t rash  could be blown out o f  the dust,  were 

e s s en t ia l  business equipment. The scale  was only  used fo r  

major t ra n s a c t io n s ,  as a p ra c t ic e d  c l e r k  o r  bartender could

^^Engineering and Mining J o u rn a l . X X I I I  (21 A p r i l  
1877), 251-52;  (16 June 1B77), 4 l 4 ;  (17 February 1877), 108. 
Strahorn ,  Handbook o f  the Black H i l l s . 227. E s t e l l i n e  
Bennett ,  Old Deadwood Days (New York; J. H. Sears & Co.,  
1928), 7. P ic tu res  o f  the home o f  the " b o t t l e  f iend" o f ten  
appear labeled as saloons, e tc .  A c t u a l l y ,  he seems to have 
c o l le c te d  b o t t le s  as a hobby, s e l l i n g  on ly  when he had to .
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p ick  up an accurate  f i f t y  cents '  worth o f  gold dust between 

his thumb and f o r e f in g e r .  Some o f  the dust g e n e ra l ly  

s p i l l e d ,  so the thoughtfu l  put a small square o f  ca rpet ing  

under the scales and blower to catch i t .  A f t e r  a good day's  

business t h i s  "s id e  money" might amount to as much as a ten 

d o l l a r  ad d i t io n  to a ba r te n d er 's  s a la ry .

The gold, once c o l le c te d  and taken to the bank, was 

shipped to New York where i t  sold fo r  $17.50 per ounce, less 

the one and o n e -h a l f  per cent stage and r a i l  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  

charges, in the summer o f  1877 the Deadwood merchants agreed 

among themselves to reduce the p r ic e  o f  gold dust from twenty  

to e ighteen d o l la r s  an ounce, but the uproar made by the  

miners forced a return to the old  r a te .  By the summer o f  

1879, however, a more b u s in ess l ike  arrangement was accepted,  

w ith  gold valued according to  i t s  source: $17.10 fo r  Dead-

wood dust ,  on up to as high as $18.25 fo r  the purer product  

from Rapid and C as t le  creeks.

The f i r s t  bank in Deadwood, managed by J. M. Wood, 

d e a l t  main ly  in gold,  exchanging i t  fo r  greenbacks a t  a d i s ­

count o f  ten per ce n t ,  or  s to r ing  i t  in a safe  a t  a charge 

o f  one per cent a month. One tenderfoo t  a r r iv e d  in camp w ith  

his money t i e d  up in W ells  Fargo c e r t i f i c a t e s - - t h e  ancestors

^^John F. F in e r ty ,  War-Path and Bivouac (Chicago:
R. R. Donnelly  & Sons, 1955), 324. Hughes. Pioneer Years 
in the Black HI 1 I s . 110. Harry (Sam) Young."hard Knocks:
A L i f e  Story o f  the Vanishing West (Chicago: La ird  and Lee,
i n c . ,  1&13), 19f-4ü.
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o f  modern t r a v e l e r ' s  checks--and changed them a t  the bank 

fo r  gold dust fo r  a f i v e  per cent charge. Leaving the H i l l s  

a week l a t e r  and wanting his  assets in more p o r t a b le  form,  

he had to  buy back the same c e r t i f i c a t e s  a t  another d iscount .

Transactions l i k e  these q u ic k ly  brought in competing 

bankers, and correspondingly  lowered charges. There was 

s t i l l  p r o f i t  enough fo r  a l l ,  fo r  banking business o f ten  ex­

ceeded $100,000 a day. The p r ic e  paid fo r  gold was based 

on the  New York market ,  less a p r o f i t  o f  two d o l l a r s  an ounce 

when the gold was "coined" and c re d i te d  to  the bank's ac­

count.  As hardrock m i l l s  increased in number, dust g ra d u a l ly  

gave way to  gold bars about one by tw o -a n d -o ne -h a l f  by e ig h t  

inches in s iz e  and worth approximately  $3 ,000 each. Jo v ia l  

bankers o f te n  to ld  small c h i ld re n  th a t  they could have one 

i f  they could l i f t  i t  o f f  the t a b l e ,  but the s lop ing sides  

o f  th e  bars made t h is  fe a t  i m p o s s i b l e . ^5

When the town board o f  Deadwood took a business cen­

sus in September 1876 the l i s t  revealed twenty-seven saloons,  

twenty-one g ro c e r ie s ,  fourteen gambling houses, and eleven  

haberdasheries,  out o f  a t o t a l  o f  166 estab l ishments .  A lso ,  

th e re  were f i v e  peanut roasters  and a soda-water p l a n t .  Sur-

^5"0ays o f  '76 and L a te r , "  Black H i l l s  E ng ineer .
X V I I I  (January 1930) , 23. Seth B u l lock ,  "An Account o f  Dead- 
wood and the Northern Black H i l l s  in 1876," ed. Harry  H. 
Anderson, South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XXXI (1 9 6 2 ) ,  
316. Robert E. D r i s c o l l .  Seventy Years o f  Banking in the  
Black H i l l s  (Rapid C i t y ;  Gate C i t y  Guide, 1 9 4 8 ) , 5%-53, and 
pass i m.
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p r i s i n g l y ,  b u t te r  was big  business. One r e t a i l e r  sold e i g h t ­

een tons o f  i t  in th re e  months. Eggs, too,  were a promising  

s p e c u la t io n .  The Gardner brothers  brought in several  thou­

sand from Yankton during the w in t e r  o f  1876. They were i n ­

d i v i d u a l l y  wrapped in paper,  then packed in b a r r e ls  o f  oa ts .  

The b a r r e ls  were then stacked in wagons and the in t e r s t i c e s  

between them f i l l e d  w i th  more oats to  p r o t e c t  the cargo from 

breakage and f re e z in g .  The Gardners'  wagon t r a i n  consisted  

o f  t h i r t y  wagons, twe lve  o f  which c a r r i e d  lumber and the res t  

eggs, f l o u r ,  pork, and b u t t e r .  Cigars a ls o  came in by the  

wagon-load, but the Pioneer deplored the growing s a le  o f  d e l ­

e te r io u s  and e f fe m ina te  c ig a r e t t e s  which were then j u s t  be- 

comi ng popular .

Charles Sasse and Jacob Shoudy s ta r te d  a butcher shop 

e a r l y  in the spring o f  1876 when they bought a few c r ip p le d  

oxen th a t  could not make the t r i p  back to the s ta te s .  They 

q u ic k ly  b u i l t  up a t h r i v i n g  meat and ranching business.

Trade was b r is k  in horses, too. The v i l l a i n o u s  Charley "Red" 

C la r k ,  who, as mentioned in Chapter V I ,  helped promote a 

stampede to Wolf  Mountain in 1876 in order  to  s e l l  his excess 

stock ,  ran one s t a b le .  Wes T rav is  ran another .  The l a t t e r  

a d v e r t is e d  his merchandise by r id in g  up and down the s t re e ts  

on a bucking, p i tc h in g  bronco, ending up a t  h is  own c o r r a l ,  

where he o f ten  sold his m i ld e r  animals to customers a t t r a c t e d  

by the  performance.

"Corners" on var ious  commodities were a common way
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to lose f r ie n d s  and make money. Jim Wardner, a notor ious  

s pecu la tor ,  bought up a l l  the gra in  in town during the  sum­

mer o f  1879 and hoped " to  make a k i l l i n g "  during the w in te r .  

His warehouse u n fo r tu n a t e ly  burned to the ground during the 

great  Deadwood f i r e .  He recouped h is  losses by specu la t ing  

in fresh eggs which he bought in Iowa fo r  $4 .50  a case and 

sold in Deadwood fo r  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s .  "Coal O i l  Johnny" 

Spencer cornered the kerosene market and t r i p l e d  the p r ic e ,  

to $3 .75  a g a l lo n .  His customers gr iped ,  but pa id .  Perhaps 

i t  was th is  sor t  o f  commercial p r a c t ic e ,  as w e l l  as the  pros­

pect o f  mining l i t i g a t i o n ,  th a t  a t t r a c t e d  over f i f t y  lawyers 

to Deadwood. Even so, th e re  was not enough business fo r  a l l  

o f  them and many had to f in d  other  jobs .  One lawyer d e a l t  

Faro a t  the Melodeon and another worked the windlass on a 

nearby mining c la im .

Once the gold rusher had es tab l ish ed  h im se l f  in his  

mine. Job, or  business, he began to look around fo r  e n t e r ­

ta inment.  Depending on how hard he searched he could f ind  

almost anything he wanted, from the coarsest saloons and 

bawdy houses to l i b r a r i e s  and l i t e r a r y  s o c ie t ie s .  Let us

^ ^ T a l len t ,  The Black Hi 11s. 376. See a lso  Charles  
C o l l i n s ,  C o l l in s '  H is t o r y  and D i re c to ry  o f  the Black H i l l s  
(C en tra l  C i t y :  Charles Col l i n s ,  1878). passim. Bob Lee and
Dick W i l l ia m s ,  Last Grass F r o n t ie r ;  The South Dakota Stock 
Growers H er i ta g e  (S tu rq iT ;  Black H i l l s  P ub l ishers ,  I n c . , 
1964),  47 .  Jim Wardner, Jim Wardner o f  Wardner. Idaho (New 
York: Anglo-American Publ ishing Company, 1900),  42 -4 4 .
Zack T. S u t le y ,  The Last F ro n t ie r  (New York: Macmillan  
Company, 1930), 118-19.  Bu1 lock,  "An Account o f  Deadwood 
and the  Northern Black H i l l s , "  310-11.
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look a t  these In the probable  order in which he would have 

found them.

The most important i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  e n te r ta in m en t ,  so­

c i a b i l i t y ,  and refreshment was the saloon. I t  was, o f  course,  

t o t a l l y  i l l e g a l ,  fo r  u n t i l  1877 the H i l l s  were p a r t  o f  an In ­

dian rese rv a t io n  where l iq u o r  t e c h n ic a l l y  was outlawed. One 

m a le fa c to r ,  F r i t z  Drogmund, was a c t u a l l y  convicted and pun­

ished fo r  having sold i t .  His example, however, d id  not de­

t e r  o ther  bartenders ,  who were e v e r - w i l l i n g  to  r i s k  f in e s  in 

order to prov ide  the miners w i th  cool ing  and sus ta in ing  bev­

erages. I t  was a g rea t  r e l i e f  to a l l  when in June 1876 the  

U. S. commissioner in charge o f  en forc ing the law decided  

th a t  i t  was a l l  r ig h t  to  b r ing  l iq u o r  onto the  re s e rv a t io n ,  

j u s t  as long as none o f  i t  was sold to  the I n d i a n s . 7̂

The f i r s t  saloon in Deadwood was run by Ike Brown, 

who a lso owned the a d jo in in g  grocery s to re .  Across both 

bu i ld ings  he put a sign " Z io n 's  Cooperative M e rc a n t i le  I n s t i ­

t u t i o n , "  in d ic a t in g  th a t  he adhered, a t  lea s t  in p a r t ,  to  

Mormon p r i n c i p l e s .  Other saloons q u ic k ly  fo l low ed ,  u n t i l  by 

Ju ly  1 8 7 7  th e re  were s e v e n ty - f iv e  in town. T h e i r  managers, 

i f  not a l re a d y  c o r ru p t ,  r a p id ly  became so, and p ra c t ic e d  

every skullduggery they could devise for  the rap id  separat ion  

o f  the miner and his money. The drunk who ordered "d r inks  

fo r  the house" w ithout  the dust to pay fo r  them found h im se l f

^^Yankton D a i ly  Press and Dakota ian . 21 A p r i l  1876. 
Deadwood Black H i l l s  P ioneer.  8 June 1876.
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in the s t r e e t ,  unless he could persuade the bartender  to ac­

cept a watch, overcoat ,  or  o th e r  va luables  instead o f  money. 

I l l - d is p o s e d  persons have even claimed th a t  some o f  the  ba r ­

tenders in such cases accepted goods worth more than the b i l l  

and even encouraged t h e i r  customers in t h e i r  r io to u s  e x t ra v a ­

gance.

C oexist ing  w i th  the saloon was the gambling house.

Most o f  the pro fess iona l  gamblers put on a good, raucous

show, l i k e  the w h i te -h a i r e d  o ld  fe l lo w  who urged "Come on up,

boys, and put your money down--everybody beats the o ld  man--

the g i r l s  a l l  beat the o ld  man--the boys a l l  beat the o ld

man--everybody beats the o ld  m a n - - fo r ty  years a ga m b ler - - the

o ld  foo l - -eve rybod y  beats the o ld  man--put your money down,

boys, and beat the o ld  man." He was not as big a fool as he

pretended, o f  course, fo r  he u s u a l ly  ended up w i t h  a l l  the  
1Amoney.

Women, too,  acted as dealers  a t  many o f  the  gaming 

t a b le s ,  "and more resembled incarna te  f iends than did t h e i r  

v u l t u r e - l i k e  male a s s o c ia te s ."  Most o f  the miners p re fe r re d  

to p la y  w i th  men, fo r  " the  women were g e n e ra l ly  o ld  and un­

scrupulous hands whose female s u b t le ty  made them paramount 

in a l l  the devices o f  cheat ing and t h e f t . "  Most o f  the  

gambling games were said  to  be honest,  but from the  p o p u la r i ­

t y  o f  Faro, a game a t  which the dea le r  has p r a c t i c a l l y  no

^®Sutley, The Last F r o n t i e r . 130.
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percentage i f  honest ly  p layed,  I t  seems u n l i k e l y . ^ 9

The man who d id  not spend his  money on l iq u o r  or  lose 

i t  gambling o f ten  managed to spend i t  on loose women. Dance 

h a l l s ,  known as "hurdy-gurdy houses," soon sprang up to p ro ­

v id e  t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty .  The f i r s t  such house opened on 1 May 

1 8 7 6  w i t h  on ly  th e  p r o p r i e t o r ' s  w i f e  and daughter to  e n t e r ­

ta in  i t s  customers, but i t  soon added s ix  more women o f  ques­

t io n a b le  v i r t u e .  W ith in  the  month two more dance h a l l s  were 

a v a i l a b l e ,  and these were q u ic k ly  jo in e d  by v a r i e t y  th ea te rs  

wherein a customer might be e n te r ta in e d  by the woman o f  his  

choice in the  c la n d e s t in e  p r iv a c y  o f  a c u r ta in e d  box.

The most no tor ious  o f  the dance h a l l  p ro p r ie to rs  was 

A 1 Swearingen, owner o f  the Gem " T h e a te r . "  He f i r s t  es tab ­

l ished h im s e l f  in Custer ,  then moved w i th  the miners to the  

r ip e r  f i e l d s  o f  Deadwood Gulch. Swearingen made frequent  

t r i p s  to the  East to r e c r u i t  young women fo r  his business,  

promising them respec tab le  employment as " w a i te r  g i r l s "  or  

ac tre s s es ,  on ly  to  fo rc e  them in to  an abandoned l i f e  o f  shame 

when they reached Deadwood. An o rd in a ry  n i g h t ' s  business a t  

the Gem amounted to $5 ,000  and on occasion reached tw ice  th a t  

f ig u r e ,  yet Swearingen died broke, k i l l e d  in Denver w h i le  

t r y in g  to  h i tc h  a r id e  on a f r e i g h t  t r a i n .  The Gem, however, 

"continued to  the end in m ain ta in ing  i t s  notor ious record as 

a d e f i l e r  o f  youth, a destroyer  o f  homes, and a v e r i t a b l e

^^F in er ty ,  War-Path and Bivouac. 319-23 .
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abomination."20

To keep order  in places l i k e  the Gem, the Deadwood

D a i ly  Times proposed a monthly " f i n e  or l ic ense  fee" which

would not on ly  rep len ish  the c i t y  t re a s u ry ,  but would have

"a most s a lu ta ry  e f f e c t  in d r iv in g  women o f  the  s t re e t  out

o f  town or in to  the house o f  a responsib le  madame." Such

houses were g e n e ra l ly  in the news. In one, fo r  example, a

woman named " T r ic k s ie "  was beaten by her lo ver .  She snatched

up a p i s t o l  and shot him, the b u l l e t  passing through his head

behind the eyes. F o r tu n a te ly ,  " th e r e  were no b ra in s ,  at

least  in th a t  sect ion o f  his s k u l l , "  and he recovered in a 
2 1few weeks.

Another Deadwood g i r l  had a s p e c i a l l y  embroidered 

dress, ornamented w i th  the brands and i n i t i a l s  o f  her ad­

m ire rs .  Some o f  the i n i t i a l s  caressed her shoulders and 

ample bosom, some occupied only  o u t ly in g  port ions  o f  th is  

novel garment, w h i le  o thers were so placed as to be f req uen t ­

ly sat upon. As her a f f e c t i o n  fo r  each lover  d ic ta te d  where 

she placed his mark, a man could t e l l  a t  a glance j u s t  what 

she thought o f  h is  a t t e n t i o n s . 2%

^®McC1in toc k .  Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s . 65-  
71. Bennett ,  Old Deadwood Days. 118-19.

^^Deadwood Black H i l l s  D a i ly  Times. 28 A p r i l  1078, 
quoted in Harold E. Br iggs.  F ro n t ie rs  of~The Northwest (New 
York; D. Appleton-Century Co.,  l 9 4 0 j ,  6b. McClintock.  
Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s . 70.

22 Spring, Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage and Express 
Routes. 307.
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Many o f  these gay lad ies were w e l l  known in town. 

Judge G r a n v i l l e  Bennett g rave ly  t ipped  his hat as he passed 

them, saying, from the eminence o f  h is  m a g is te r ia l  d i g n i t y ,

"I can a f fo r d  t o . "  Mrs. Bennett d id  her best to reform some 

o f  the less w i l l i n g  v ic t im s  o f  a l i f e  o f  s in ,  and in th is  

noble work she was a s s is ted  by a few kindhearted madames.

Some successes were ob ta ined ,  fo r  as one madame sa id ,  "some 

g i r l s  j u s t  don ' t  make good p r o s t i t u t e s . "  Other c i t i z e n s  p re ­

tended to ignore t h i s  seamy side o f  Deadwood's socia l  l i f e  

as beneath t h e i r  n o t ic e .

The poor g i r l s  who remained in the business did not  

l a s t  long. W ith in  two or th re e  years d r in k ,  drugs, cr ime,  

and disease removed them from t h e i r  supposedly glamorous 

l i f e .  Many a death reported in the newspaper as pneumonia 

or fever  was a c t u a l l y  due to  laudanum or  a lo v e r 's  b u l l e t .  

Only a few o f  the f a c t s ,  however, seeped through to plague  

the conscience o f  the town. The deaths o f  Emma Worth, from 

an overdose o f  morphine, or  o f  K a t ie  Smith, madame o f  the  

Hidden Treasure Number Two, from the same cause, made on ly  

a r ip p le  on the e b u l l i e n t  surface o f  Deadwood's s o -c a l le d

high soc ie ty .

The forces o f  m o r a l i t y  g ra d u a l ly  p r e v a i le d .  "Colo­

rado Charley" U t t e r  was brought be fo re  the d i s t r i c t  court  

in 1879 on a charge o f  keeping a "nuisance" in Lead C i ty .

^^Bennett,  Old Deadwood Days, passim. Deadwood
Black H i l l s  Pioneer" 10 February lo77i  19 May 1877.
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One w i tn e s s ,  disposed to descr ibe  in some d e t a i l  the can-can  

dance which one o f  U t t e r ' s  g i r l s  performed, was q u ic k ly  s i ­

lenced by the judge .  I t  did not m a t te r ,  according to His 

Honor, j u s t  how high the poor g i r l  k ic k e d - - t h e  main p o in t  

was th a t  U t t e r ' s  house pe rm it ted  gambling, d r in k in g ,  b o i s t e r ­

ous t a l k ,  and men and women "herding together  l i k e  an im als ."  

Without f u r t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  he declared i t  a nuisance which 

ought to be abol ished .

Years l a t e r  the good people o f  South Dakota p ro h ib ­

i te d  the sa le  o f  s p i r i tu o u s  l iq uors  in t h e i r  s t a te  and the  

o n c e - th r iv in g  dens o f  immora l i ty  faded one by one. Young 

Carl Leedy, meeting the p ro p r ie t r e s s  o f  one o f  Rapid C i t y ' s  

leading houses asked her i f  she planned to re-open her es tab ­

lishment. "K id ,"  she re p l ie d  s u c c in c t ly ,  "you c a n ' t  run a 

sport ing  house on creek w a te r l"^ ^

The t h e a t e r ,  except when debased by the a d d i t io n  o f  

bars, gambling, and w i ld  women, as in the Gem and o ther  "va ­

r i e t y "  houses, provided more c u l t i v a t e d  en te r ta inm ent .  The 

leading a c to r  in the  H i l l s  was Jack Langrishe, who came to  

Deadwood w i th  h is  troupe in Ju ly  1876. He q u ic k ly  b u i l t  a 

th e a t e r ,  roofed i t  w i th  s la ts  and canvas, and opened i t  fo r  

business. Seats consisted o f  stakes dr iven in to  the ground 

and topped w i th  pieces o f  board. Admission to  the f i r s t  per -

^^Deadwood Black H i l l s  Weekly Times. 21 June 1879.
Carl H. Leedy, Golden Days in the Black H i l l s  (Rapid C i ty ;  
Holmgren's, IncTJ 1961), 74 -75 .
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formance, Brownson Howard's Banker 's  Daughter, cost $ 1 .5 0 .

A v i o l e n t  thunderstorm poured through the makeshif t  ro o f  and 

drenched p la ye rs  and audience a l i k e ,  but did not stop the  

show. Whenever business was s la c k ,  Langrishe wrote  fo r  the  

Pioneer or panned gold from h is  own p la c e r  c la im . He stayed 

in town through many v ic is s i t u d e s  u n t i l  2 September 1879. 

W hile  in Deadwood he and his  competi tors  presented a t o t a l  

o f  168 p lay s ,  about h a l f  o f  which were drama, the res t  come­

d ie s ,  w i th  now and then a few l i g h t  o p e r a s . ^5

Not even the melodrama o f  the 'seve n t ie s  could equal 

the dramatic  impact o f  one performance a t  the Melodeon. 

"Handsome Banjo Dick" Brown and h is  p a r tn e r ,  Fanny G a r r e t t -  

son, were in the  midst o f  t h e i r  a c t  when a dim f ig u r e  s tag ­

gered to the f o o t l i g h t s ,  muttered in co h eren t ly ,  and hurled  

an axe upon the stage.  Brown c o o l ly  drew his p i s t o l  and shot 

the a t ta c k e r  dead. He was found to  be Ed Shaunessey o f  

Laramie, Miss G a r re t ts o n 's  discarded lo v er ,  who had come to  

Deadwood w i t h  the hope o f  rega in ing  her a f f e c t i o n s .  Miss 

G arre t tson ,  o r ,  as she then s t y le d  h e r s e l f ,  Mrs. Brown, wrote  

to  the papers to  s t i f l e  a m a l ic ious  rumor th a t  she had once 

been Shaunessey's w i f e .  Th is ,  she sa id ,  was t o t a l l y  untrue ,  

fo r  though she had l ived  w i th  him fo r  th ree  years they had

Z ^ H e n r ie t te  Naeseth, "Drama in E a r ly  Deadwood, 1876- 
1879," American L i t e r a t u r e . X (November 193o), 289-312,  and 
Lawrence Carl S t in e ,  "A H is to ry  o f  Theater  and T h e a t r ic a l  
A c t i v i t i e s  in Deadwood, South Dakota, 1876-90,"  unpublished  
doctora l  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Iowa, 1962, are  
e x c e l le n t  on the drama in Deadwood.
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never m arr ied ,  so there  was nothing immoral about her having 

run away w i th  Mr. Brown.

H is to r ia n s  have f re q u e n t ly  used a reputed 130-day 

run o f  the Mikado in Deadwood as evidence o f  c u l tu re  on the  

mining f r o n t i e r .  As the Gem held f i v e  hundred customers,  

such a phenomenal performance assumes th a t  every person in 

the H i l l s  attended between th ree  and four times. A c t u a l ly ,  

the Mi kado was not w r i t t e n  u n t i l  1885, and the whole s tory  

is based on a b r i e f  d escr ip t ion  in E s t e l l i n e  Bennett 's  Old 

Deadwood Days. The Gem r e a l l y  d id  put on a ser ies  o f  G i lb e r t  

and S u l l iv a n  burlesques in 1887, but the  costumes, or lack  

th e r e o f ,  were apparen t ly  the main a t t r a c t i o n .

Sundays were the miners'  shopping days. As many as 

th re e  thousand ragged, unwashed, and boisterous men and women 

crowded in to  Deadwood's narrow, muddy main s t r e e t ,  eager fo r  

excitement.  A l l  stores remained open ( th e  saloons never 

c lo s e d ) ,  and on ly  a cu rb -s id e  preacher or  two and a few on­

lookers served to  remind passers-by o f  the t ru e  nature o f  

the day.

Other than Sundays, the f i r s t  g rea t  c e leb ra t io n  in 

the H i l l s  was the  Fourth o f  J u ly ,  1876. The miners wanted

2&Hughes, Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s . 114-17.  
Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader . 21 November. 16 December 1876.

^^Bennett,  Old Deadwood Days. 107. Gem Theater Pro­
gram. 24 February 1687, Adams Memorial Museum, Deadwood.
Miss Bennett gives the co rre c t  da te ,  but those who quote her 
general 1 y omi t  i t .
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to have a ho l ida y  fo r  t h e i r  own enjoyment, and in a d d i t io n  

wished to  show t h e i r  numbers, p a t r io t i s m ,  and p r o s p e r i ty  in 

order t h a t  the  federa l  government might extend recogni t ion  

and p ro te c t io n  from the h o s t i l e  Indians.  Beginning a t  mid­

n igh t  on the  t h i r d ,  the  miners p a t r i o t i c a l l y  f i r e d  one hun­

dred cannon sa lu te s .  A t a l l  l i b e r t y  po le  g a i l y  f la u n te d  an 

assortment o f  f lags  made from garments o f  "m yst ica l  su b l im i ­

t y , "  donated by the lad ies  o f  the  c i t y .  Judge W. L. 

Kuykendall presided over the  o r a t o r i c a l  e f fu s io n s ,  which in ­

cluded the reading o f  the D ec la ra t io n  o f  Independence by 

General A .R .Z .  Dawson, the  federa l  revenue c o l l e c t o r ,  and 

the p re s en ta t io n  o f  a p e t i t i o n  asking Congress fo r  help and 

p r o t e c t io n .  Montana C i t y  and E l izabeth tow n,  down the gulch,  

had t h e i r  own c e le b ra t io n s .  The day concluded w i th  a Grand 

B al l  a t  the Grand Centra l  H o te l .

The local newspaper was one o f  the most e f f e c t i v e  

means o f  spreading c u l t u r e  and decorum on the mining f ro n ­

t i e r .  Most o f  the e a r ly  papers were founded in the hope th a t  

p u b l ic a t io n  o f  mining c la im  not ices  would prov ide  a steady 

income, fo r  federa l  law requ ired  such p u b l ic a t io n .  The min­

e rs ,  however, b l i t h e l y  ignored th is  t e c h n i c a l i t y  and worked 

t h e i r  mines w i th  no legal ass is tance  o th e r  than the  approval 

o f  t h e i r  neighbors. The papers had a lso  hoped th a t  the pub­

l i c a t i o n  o f  no t ices  fo r  c o rp o ra t io n s ,  towns, and counties

Z ^ T a l le n t ,  The Black H i l l s .  356-59 .
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would keep them going, but t h i s  business, too ,  e i t h e r  f a i l e d  

to  m a t e r i a l i z e  or was d is s ip a te d  among competitors  w ithou t  

p r o f i t i n g  anyone in p a r t i c u l a r .

A weekly e d i t io n  o f  the  Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader was 

the  f i r s t  paper issued s p e c i f i c a l l y  fo r  the H i l l s .  I t  be­

gan p r i n t i n g  news from the mines on 1 May 1876 under s t a r ­

t l i n g  headl ines such as : "Nuggets o f  News from the Ledges

and Gulches,"  or "Golden Breezes Wafted Southward from the 

Treasure V au l ts .

At le a s t  four e f f o r t s  were made to s t a r t  a paper in 

Custer .  Around 1 March 1876 two "blacksmiths" (heavy-handed,  

incompetent p r i n t e r s )  l e f t  Cheyenne to go in to  the business,  

but were e v id e n t ly  unsuccessful .  A week l a t e r  p r i n t e r s  W. A. 

Laughlin and A. W. M e rr ick  a r r iv e d  in Custer but decided to  

go on to Deadwood when Captain C. V. Gardner o f f e r e d  to  f i ­

nance the move. James Thorn brought a press from Nebraska 

C i t y ,  Nebraska, on ly  to abandon his e d i t o r i a l  e f f o r t s  a t  

Cheyenne. The Custer H e r a ld , ed i ted  by J. S. Bartholomew, 

began p u b l ic a t io n  in October, but ,  as p re v io u s ly  mentioned,  

he e v e n tu a l ly  moved northward to  Central C i t y .  L a s t ly ,  the

^^Douglas Crawford McMurtr ie ,  E ar ly  P r in t in g  in Wy­
oming and the Black H i l l s  (H a t t ie s b u rg ,  M is s is s ip p i :  The
Book Farm, 1943), a l though compiled e n t i r e l y  from
evidence in the Cheyenne papers,  is the best survey o f  e a r ly  
H i l l s  p u b l ic a t io n s .  The papers mentioned a re  fo r  the most 
p a r t  a v a i l a b l e  on m ic ro f i lm  a t  the South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty ,  P ie r r e .  The f i r s t  f o r t y  issues o f  the Deadwood 
Black H i l l s  P io n e e r , long supposed to have been lo s t ,  are  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  the L ib ra ry  o f  the  South Dakota School o f  Mines 
and Technology, Rapid C i t y .
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Custer C h r o n ic le , which continues to the present ,  was begun 

e a r l y  in 1880.

In Deadwood, the B lack Hi 1 Is P ioneer , which was f i r s t  

issued on 8 June 1876, soon ran in to  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  A s h o r t ­

age o f  newsprin t  forced i t  to  p r i n t  some issues on wrapping  

paper and var ious shades o f  h a n d b i l l  stock. A co m pet i to r ,  

the Black H i l l s  D a i ly  Times, e d i te d  by W. P. Newhard and 

P or te r  Warner, appeared 7 A p r i l  1877. In 1897 i t  merged w i th  

the P io n e e r . forming the paper which s t i l l  serves the commu­

n i t y .  Charles C o l l in s ,  the Sioux C i t y  e d i to r  who had done 

so much to p u b l i c i z e  the H i l l s ,  came to Deadwood and on 2 

June 1877 s t a r te d  the Black H i l l s  Champion. In the f a l l  the  

Deadwood Miner appeared b r i e f l y ,  fo l lowed in the spring o f  

1 8 7 8  by Captain Gardner's Mining and Real Esta te  J o u r n a l .

Neighboring towns, to o ,  had t h e i r  jo u r n a ls .  The 

Black Hi 1 Is T r ib u n e , published in Crook C i ty  by X. S. Burke, 

appeared once, on 9 June 1876, but was never heard from 

again .  in Carbonate Camp, a new s i l v e r  town northwest o f  

Deadwood, the  Carbonate Reporter  had boomed and co l lapsed  

by the end o f  1881. Bartholomew's Central C i ty  Hera ld  was 

jo in e d  by the  Reqi s te r  in 1878, and in 1879 by the Reverend 

B. Fay M i l l s '  Centra l  Chri s t i a n . which the Deadwood Times 

described as " e d i t o r i a l l y  w e l l  gotten up, but ty p o g ra p h ic a l ­

ly  . .  . a w f u l . "  In Lead the Sunday R e g is te r . Lead C i t y  

T e leg ra ph . and Western E n te rp r is e  competed w i th  each other  

fo r  the meager news o f  th a t  r a th e r  sober c i t y .
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Outly ing  communities a lso had t h e i r  papers.  In Rapid 

C i ty  Joseph Gossage began the Black H i l l s  Journal which today  

serves the whole o f  South Dakota west o f  the M issouri .  W. D. 

Knight published a t  lea s t  two e d i t io n s  o f  the R o c k e rv i l le  

Black H i l l s  M in e r . apparent ly  using a press bought from the  

defunct Crook C i ty  T r ib une . At Rochford the Black H i l l s  

C e n t r a l . and l a t e r  the Rochford M in e r , consisted mainly o f  

" b o i le r  p la te "  (p r e - s e t  advert isements)  and "patent insides"  

(p r e - p r in t e d  paper w i th  one side l e f t  to be f i l l e d  w i th  local  

news and e d i t o r i a l s ) .  To these were added the poetry  o f  H. N. 

Maguire and T. F. Walsh, as w e l l  as excerpts from the fo rm er 's  

books on the Black H i l l s .

The most c i v i l i z i n g  in f luence  o f  a l l  was the church.  

Preacher Henry Weston Smith de l iv e re d  h is  f i r s t  sermon in the  

H i l l s  a t  Custer on 7 May 1876, then moved on to Deadwood w i th  

the rush. He u s u a l ly  spoke o u t -o f -d o o rs ,  standing on a pack­

ing box w i th  his hat a t  h is  fe e t  to rece ive  c o n tr ib u t io n s .

Dne day "Calamity  Jane" Cannary took the hat and passed i t  

through the crowd be l low ing ,  "You s inners ,  dig down in your 

pokes now ; t h is  o ld  fe l lo w  looks as though he were broke and 

I want to c o l l e c t  about two hundred d o l la r s  fo r  him." She 

did ,  too.  When Smith was k i l l e d  on h is  way to preach a t  

Crook C i t y ,  Jane summed up the p u b l ic  react ion  p r e t t y  w e l l :  

" A i n ' t  i t  too bad the Indians k i l l e d  the on ly  man th a t  came 

in to the H i l l s  to  t e l l  us how to l i v e .  And we sure need the  

t e l  1in g ."30

^^Young, Hard Knocks. 2D9. Bennett,  Did Deadwood
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The Congregational Church, represented by the  Rever­

end L. P. Norcross, came e a r ly  to  Deadwood and held serv ices  

wherever i t  c o u ld - - in  a butcher shop, in the d in in g  room o f  

the Centennial  H o te l ,  or  in a ca rp e n te r  shop. I t  u l t i m a t e l y  

b u i l t  a church in January 1877. Father Lonergan, the  Catho­

l i c  p r i e s t ,  a lso  used a carpenter  shop when he c e le b ra te d  the  

f i r s t  Mass in May 1877. The Episcopal ians borrowed Jack 

Langrishe 's  th e a te r  fo r  t h e i r  s e rv ic e s .

One Sunday B i l l y  N u t h a l l ,  p r o p r ie to r  o f  the Melodeon, 

allowed the  Reverend W. L. Rumney to  hold serv ices in h is  

bar.  Gambling equipment was pushed to  one s ide ,  w h i l e  Rum­

ney, an ex-Confederate  o f f i c e r ,  preached from the v a u d e v i l l e  

stage. When the sermon was o v e r ," N u ts h e l l  B i l l , "  a w e l l -  

known gambler, spoke up saying, "Now boys, the o ld  man has 

been t e l l i n g  you how to  save your souls; come t h is  way and 

i ' l l  show you how to win some money."31

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  Deadwood was not populated s o le ly  by 

men who t h i r s t e d  fo r  r e l i g i o n .  Some even did t h e i r  best to 

s t i l l  f u r t h e r  en l iven  the a l re a d y  boisterous en ter ta inm ent  

a v a i l a b l e  in the local  bars and gambling houses. Others,  

impoverished and corrupted by d r in k  and d i s s ip a t io n ,  turned  

to  a l i f e  o f  crime and became the  badmen, murderers,  and 

road agents who did so much to  make l i f e  in the H i l l s  a v a r ­

ied and e x c i t i n g  experience.

Days. 217-18 .

^^McClintock. Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s . 146-
47.



CHAPTER X 

BADMEN OF THE HILLS

Here l i e  the bodies o f  A l le n ,  Curry ,  and H a l l .
L ike o ther  horse th ieves they had t h e i r  r i s e ,  de­

c l i n e ,  and f a l l ;
On yon p ine t r e e  they hung t i l l  dead.
And here they found a lone ly  bed.
Then be a l i t t l e  cautious how you gobble horses up,
For every horse you p ick  up here adds sorrow to your 

cup;
We're  bound to stop th is  business, or hang you to  a 

man,
For we've hemp and hands enough in town to swing the  

whole damn c lan .^

The number o f  men who died v i o l e n t  deaths during the  

gold rush was not as la rge  as might be expected--about two 

and o n e -h a l f  per year per thousand--but each murder and 

lynching received as much p u b l i c i t y  as i f  i t  had been a doz­

en. Many o f  the v ic t im s  were associated w i th  the more de­

praved c lasses:  bartenders ,  gamblers, gay la d ie s ,  and t h e i r

customers. Others were the v ic t im s  o f  bandits  and thugs,  

k i l l e d  in the course o f  robber ies .  S t i l l  others were the  

highwaymen themselves, who preyed on honest c i t i z e n s  but

^Agnes Wright Spring, Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage 
and Express Routes (G lendale ,  Cal i  fo r n ia  : Arthur  H. C la rk
Company, 1$A$), 209.
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e v e n t u a l ly  " b i t  o f f  more than they could chew." One way and 

another ,  most o f  the  graves o f  men who came to a v io le n t  end 

could have been marked, l i k e  the one between Laramie and 

Rawlins: " K i l l e d  by a s o n - o f - a - b i t c h . " ^

To l i s t  in d e t a i l  a l l  the murders in the H i l l s  from 

1 8 7 4  to  1 8 7 9  would tax  the pa t ience ,  i f  not the c r e d u l i t y ,  

o f  the reader.  Only the more notor ious k i l l i n g s ,  th e r e fo re ,  

are  discussed as examples o f  the general run o f  crimes in 

the Black H i l l s '  gold rush era.

The e a r l i e s t  recorded k i l l i n g ,  an accidenta l  one, 

occurred in March 1876. Tom M i l l ig a n  and his pa r tner  Alex  

Shaw were both drunkenly shooting a t  a t a r g e t ,  during which 

the l a t t e r  was h i t .  A Custer mob was in c l in e d  toward lynch­

ing M i l l i g a n ,  but as he was a Freemason local  brothers p ro ­

te c te d  him. He was u l t i m a t e l y  punished by a tw e n ty - f iv e  

d o l l a r  f i n e  fo r  having discharged a f i re a rm  w i t h in  the c i t y  

l i m i t s . 3

The f i r s t  duel in the H i l l s  took p lace  in Crook C i ty  

in J u ly  1 8 7 6  between two unsavory c h arac te rs ,  Tom Moore and 

Jim Shannon. Shannon demanded a f i f t y - d o l l a r  loan from Moore 

and assau lted him when he refused. Both went to get t h e i r  

weapons, then returned to the s t r e e t  in f r o n t  o f  the bar where 

they had qu arre led .  They f i r e d  s imultaneously and Shannon was

^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 12 January 1876.

^Yankton D a i ly  Press and Dakota ian . 24 March 1876.
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k i l l e d .  A j u r y  o f  twelve miners, presided over by Dr. R. D. 

Jennings, q u ic k ly  returned a v e r d ic t  o f  j u s t i f i a b l e  homicide,  

fo r  Shannon was known to have f re q u e n t ly  engaged In shooting  

and was reputed to have stabbed two s o ld ie rs  to death In B is ­

marck.^

The murder o f  Jack HInch o f  G a y v l l l e  on 9 Ju ly  1876 

shows f r o n t i e r  l i f e  and j u s t i c e  a t  I t s  worst .  B i l l  T ra ln o r ,  

HInch's  p a r t n e r ,  was happ i ly  p lay ing  cards w i th  John R. Car ty  

and Jeremiah McCarty when HInch became suspicious o f  the game 

and urged his f r ie n d  to q u i t .  This angered Carty  and Mc­

Carty ,  who l a t e r  went to HInch's  lodgings, broke In to  the  

room In which he s le p t ,  and at tacked him. McCarty f i r e d  two 

p is to l  shots,  and Carty  f in is h e d  the job by stabbing HInch 

several times w i th  a large k n i fe .

The murderers f le d  to Fort Laramie, where they were

a r re s te d .  Deputy S h e r i f f  Jack Davis brought Carty  back to

G a y v l l l e  hidden In the bottom o f  a wagon fo r  fe a r  o f  mob

v io le n c e .  Upon present ing him to a miners' court  fo r  t r i a l ,

Davis made the fo l low ing  remarks:

Boys, I ' v e  brought t h is  man from Fort Laramie to 
the H i l l s ,  through a country swarming w i th  h o s t i l e  
Ind ian s ,  to  be t r i e d  fo r  h is  l i f e .  When I a r res ted  
him I gave him the choice o f  being brought back here  
to be t r i e d  by m iner 's  j u r y  or to go to  Yankton to 
be t r i e d  In the regu lar  courts .  He decided to come 
here and here we a re .  I promised him th a t  you would 
give him a f a i r  t r i a l ,  and a f a i r  t r i a l  he must have.
I f  you g ive  him th is  and f in d  him g u i l t y ,  hang him, 
and I ' l l  help you p u l l  the rope. But u n t i l  you do

^Deadwood Black H i l l s  P ion eer . 22 Ju l y  1876.
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t h i s ,  the man who touches a h a i r  o f  his head w i l l
do so over my dead b o d y . 5

B i l l  T ra in o r  t r i e d  to s t i r  up the mob to omit the

t r i a l  and hang Carty  a t  once, but a "p eace- lov ing"  bystander,

Johnny F la h e r ty ,  beat him over the head w i th  the ba rre l  o f  

a Smith & Wesson revo lve r  u n t i l  he subsided. The miners de­

cided th a t  Carty  was g u i l t y  on ly  o f  as sau l t  and b a t t e r y ,  and 

he was punished by being run out o f  town. McCarty, who had 

chosen to  go to Yankton fo r  a regu la r  t r i a l ,  languished th e re  

in j a i l  fo r  a year or  so and was then released fo r  lack o f  

witnesses to appear aga ins t  him.

The most famous k i l l i n g  in the H i l l s  was the murder 

o f  James B u t le r  "Wild B i l l "  Hickok by Jack McCall .  Wild  B i l l  

was a gambler, p a r t - t i m e  gunman, and f u l l - t i m e  l i a r  who worked 

a l l  th re e  pro fess ions .  Soon a f t e r  the C i v i l  War H arper ' s 

Monthly publi  shed a d i v e r t i n g  but h ig h ly  exaggerated account 

o f  B i l l ' s  valorous deeds, which included a single-handed com­

bat w i th  ten o f  the r u f f i a n l y  "M'Kandlass gang." B i l l  l iv ed  

on the p u b l i c i t y  ever a f t e r .  His fe a ts  w i th  a p i s t o l  were 

famous, p a r t l y  because he was a good shot,  and p a r t l y  because 

he cheated, p e r f o r a t in g  ta r g e t s  a t  c lose range, then l a t e r  

b e t t in g  th a t  he could h i t  them from a grea t  d is ta n c e .  He had 

a supply o f  the usual f r o n t i e r  s t o r ie s  about gold and Indian  

f i g h t s ,  which he to ld  to te n d e r fe e t  in exchange fo r  d r in ks .

^Richard B. Hughes, Pioneer Years in the Black H i l l s  
(G lend a le ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  A r thu r  H. C la rk  Company, 1957), 157.
Deadwood Black H i l l s  P io n e e r . 15 Ju ly  1876.
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At the t ime o f  his death he was an unimpressive gambler who 

had come to  Deadwood a f t e r  being run out o f  Cheyenne as a 

v a g ran t .^

Whatever his shortcomings, Wild  B i l l ' s  fame was la r g ­

er  than l i f e .  He was w id e ly  h a i le d  as " the  p r in ce  o f  p i s t o -  

l e e r s , "  a t i t l e  which made him the ta rg e t  o f  every would-be  

badman in the West. When he a r r i v e d  in Deadwood he e v id e n t ly  

be l iev ed  th a t  f a te  was c los in g  in on him, fo r  h is  eyesight  

was f a i l i n g  and he confided to his  f r i e n d ,  "Colorado Charley"  

U t t e r :  " I have a hunch th a t  I am in my la s t  camp and w i l l

never leave th is  gulch a l i v e . "  His la s t  l e t t e r  to  h is  w i f e ,  

w r i t t e n  the day before he d ied ,  a lso  struck  a mournful note ,  

saying th a t  " i f  such should be we never meet aga in ,  w h i le  

f i r i n g  my la s t  shot, I w i l l  g e n t ly  breathe the name o f  my 

w ife - -A g n e s - -a n d  w i th  [best?]  wishes even fo r  my enemies I 

w i l l  make the plunge and t r y  to  swim to the o ther  s h o re ."7

The next day, 2 August 1876, B i l l  was p lay in g  cards 

w ith  Carl Mann, Charles Rich, and Captain W i l l ia m  R. Massie

^The most recent book on Hickok is Joseph G. Rosa, 
They C a l led  Him Wild B i l l :  The L i f e  and Adventures o f  James
B u t le r  Hickok (Norman: U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Press, 1964).
G.W.N. [George Ward N i c h o l s ] , "Wild B i l l , "  H arper 's  Month ly . 
XXXIV (February  1867), 284, t e l l s  o f  the M'Kandlass (which 
is  v a r io u s ly  spe l led  in o ther  accounts) b a t t l e .

^Rosa, They Ca l led  Him Wild B i l l . 213. Frank J . 
W ils ta c h ,  W ild  bT m  Hickok: The: P r ince o f  P is to le e rs  (New
York: Doubleday, Page & Co.,  1^26), 281. Harry (Sam)
Young, Hard Knocks: A L i f e  S tory  o f  the Vanishing West
(Chicagol La ird  and Lee, I n c . ,  1 9 )5 ) ,  218-23 ,  mentions 
Hickok 's  b l indness.
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in N u t ta l  & Mann's Saloon Number Ten. Contrary  to his usual 

custom he sat w i th  h is  back to the rear  door, fo r  Rich s tub­

born ly  refused to g ive  up the seat by the  w a l l .  McCall en­

te red  by the rear  door, walked to w i t h in  th ree  fee t  o f  Wild  

B i l l ,  and shot him through the back o f  the head. The b u l l e t  

passed out through B i l l ' s  r ig h t  cheek, crossed the t a b le ,  

and lodged in Captain Massie 's  w r i s t .  McCall snapped his  

p i s t o l  several times a t  the other  p la y e rs ,  but i t  missed 

f i r e .  He then ran out in to  the s t r e e t  where he was q u ic k ly  

captured. Local t r a d i t i o n  has i t  th a t  W ild  B i l l  had both 

guns out and cocked be fore  he slumped over the ta b le ,  but 

Bud Goode, whose f a t h e r  helped move the  body, says t h is  is  

an exagg era t ion - -he  on ly  had his hands on his guns. Others,  

e q u a l ly  r e l i a b l e ,  say he never moved a t  a l l .  On the t a b le  

before  him were the cards af terw ard  famous as the "deadman's
Q

hand," black aces and e ig h ts ,  and the Jack o f  Diamonds.°

McCall ,  who was a lso  known as B i l l  Sutherland, was 

a medium-sized, swarthy, s u l le n ,  and unprepossessing chap, 

w ith  scanty whiskers and a reputat ion  to  match. Immediately  

a f t e r  capture he was t r i e d  before a miners' court convened 

in the Gem Theater .  His defense was th a t  "Wild B i l l  k i l l e d

q
The controversy which rages around the death o f  

Wild B i l l  is extremely murky--a 11 the u n i n i t i a t e d  can do is 
accept the sources which seem most r e l i a b l e .  Even Ramon 
Adams, Burrs Under the Saddle; A Second Look a t  Books and 
H is t o r ie s  o f  the West (NormarTi U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Press , 
1964), has provided some new, and erroneous, d e t a i l s .  A con­
temporary account may be found in the Deadwood Black H i l l s  
Pioneer.  5 August 1076.
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my b ro ther  in A b i lene ,  and swore he would k i l l  me i f  ever I 

should cross h is  path.  Here in Deadwood I found m yse lf  in 

the same town w ith  him, and knew I must e i t h e r  k i l l  him or  

leave ."  On the o ther  hand. Judge w T l l iam  L i t t l e b u r y  

Kuykendal l ,  who presided over the t r i a l ,  comments in his  

memoirs th a t  McCall o f fe r e d  no motive a t  a l l ,  o ther  than a 

love o f  n o t o r ie t y  and a glass o f  whiskey taken in the saloon 

across the  s t r e e t .  The j u r y ,  a f t e r  an hour and a h a l f  o f  

d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  returned a v e r d ic t  o f  "not g u i l t y . "9

M cCa l l 's  motives have remained obscure. The c r im ina l  

class in Deadwood, f e a r f u l  th a t  Wild  B i l l  might be employed 

as town marshal,  may have h i red  McCall to  murder him. The 

Black H i l l s  Pioneer published a s to ry ,  l a t e r  r e t r a c t e d ,  th a t  

gambler Johnny Varnes had br ibed McCall to do the jo b .  A few 

w r i t e r s ,  some c la im ing to be eyewitnesses, say th a t  W ild  B i l l  

and McCall had quarre led  over a game o f  poker in which McCall 

had not been ab le  to pay what he owed. The most probable ex­

p la n a t io n ,  however, is th a t  McCall ,  a cheap and unknown f a i l ­

ure ,  was stone drunk and hoped to redeem his beardless man­

hood by k i l l i n g  the biggest gunman o f  them a l l .

^Hughes, Pioneer Years in the Black H i l l s . 163.
W i l l ia m  L i t t l e b u r y  Kuykendal l .  F r o n t ie r  Days; A True Nar­
r a t i v e  o f  S t r i k in g  Events on the Western F r o n t ie r  (n .  p . ;
J. M. and H. L. Kuykendal l ,  1917), 185. the  j u r y  consisted  
o f  Charles Whitehead, foreman, J.  J. Bump, J. H. Thompson,
J. F. Cooper, K. F. to w le ,  L. A. Judd, L. D. BooKaw, S. S. 
Hopkins, Alex T ra v is ,  J. E. Thompson, Ed. Burke, and John 
Mann. A Frank Towle was l a t e r  k i l l e d  w h i le  robbing a stage  
- - i f  i t  was the same man his presence might exp la in  the j u r y ' s  
odd v e r d i c t .
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A cq u i t ted  In Deadwood, McCall went to  Fort  Laramie 

where he continued to brag about h is  e x p l o i t .  As the miners'  

court  which had freed him had no legal  standing he was again  

a r r e s te d ,  taken to  Yankton, and t r i e d  be fore  the t e r r i t o r i a l  

C h ie f  J u s t ic e ,  C. P. Shannon. His s tory  about Wild  B i l l  hav­

ing k i l l e d  his bro ther  was shown to be a complete f a b r i c a ­

t i o n ,  and he was convic ted .  His on ly  exp lanat ion  was th a t  

he was drunk a t  the t ime and could not remember what hap­

pened. He was confined In a c e l l  w i th  McCarty, the HInch 

murderer, and hanged on 1 March 1877.

W ild  B i l l  was burled In Deadwood, under a headboard

saying "J .  B. (W ild  B i l l )  HIckock, aged 48 years; murdered

by Jack McCall ,  August 2,  1876." Captain Jack Crawford, the

"poet scout ,"  l a t e r  wrote ;

Under the sod In the land o f  gold 
We have l a id  the fe a r le s s  B i l l ;
We c a l l e d  him W i ld ,  yet a l i t t l e  c h i l d .
Could bend his Iron w i l l .
With generous hear t  he f r e e l y  gave
To the poor ly  c la d ,  unshod--
Think o f  I t  p a r d s - - o f  his noble t r a l t s - -
When you cover him w i th  the sod.

The body was e v e n tu a l ly  moved to Mount Moriah Cemetery, and

I t  has s ince become a t o u r i s t  sh r in e .  When Calamity  Jane

d ied ,  years l a t e r ,  she was burled In the ad jo in in g  grave.

An o ld  t im er  sadly  shook his head, saying: " I t ' s  a good

th ing  B i l l  Is dead- -he 'd  never have stood fo r  th ls l" ^ ®

^^Cheyenne D a l ly  Leader . 26 September 1876, gives  
the f i r s t  ep i taph;  l a t e r  a more f lowery  version was provided  
by Colorado Charley U t t e r .  John Wallace [Captain Jack]



241

Indeed B i l l  would not have stood fo r  i t ,  fo r  although  

c lo s e ly  connected w i th  Calamity Jane in the p u b l ic  mind, he 

was o f  a thoughtfu l  and f a s t id io u s  n a tu re  and had l i t t l e  to 

do w i th  th a t  notor ious bawd. She was born Marthy Cannary on 

1 May I 8 5 2  in P r ince ton ,  M issour i .  A lready a wel l-known h ar ­

l o t ,  she accompanied the s o ld ie rs  o f  Professor W alte r  P. Jen-  

ney 's  1875 exped it ion  to the Black H i l l s .  Many s to r ie s  are  

to ld  about how she got her name, but the most l i k e l y  is th a t  

her paramours were g e n e ra l ly  v i s i t e d  by some venereal "ca ­

lami t y . "

Following the Jenney e xped it ion  Jane was in and out  

o f  the H i l l s  several times. In the spring o f  1876 she came 

to Deadwood w i th  "Colorado Charley" U t t e r ,  h is  b ro ther ,  and 

Wild  B i l l ,  but th a t  is  the c lo se s t  connection th a t  ever ex­

is ted  between the two. At th a t  time eyewitnesses sa id she 

was " b u i l t  l i k e  a busted ba le  o f  hay,"  and was "about the  

roughest looking human being" the miners had ever seen. She 

h a b i t u a l l y  dressed in men's buckskin c lo t h in g ,  wore two guns, 

and was g e n e ra l ly  drunk when she had the money. Friends in 

Custer c a l le d  her " th e  best scout in the  camp," but the word 

probably denotes good-fe l lowship  ra th e r  than any real a b i l i t y  

a t  t ra c k in g  or f ig h t i n g  Indians.

During the Deadwood smallpox epidemic Calamity Jane

Crawford, The Poet Scout (San Francisco; H. K e l l e r ,  1879),  
68. Lee [LelandJ Case. Lee's O f f i c i a l  Guidebook to the  
Black H i l l s  and Badlands (S tu rg is :  Black H i l l s  and Badlands
A ssoc ia t io n ,  1^4$), 88.
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nursed the s ic k  in the  local pest house and even went so fa r

as to s tea l  money to buy them food and medic ines. Even so,

the e d i t o r  o f  the D a i ly  Champion could not b r in g  h im s e l f  to

p ra is e  her ,  and wrote th a t :

As f a r  as real m e r i t  is concerned, she is a fraud  
and a dead giveaway. A hundred w a i t e r  g i r l s  o r  mop 
squeezers in t h is  gulch are  her super io r  in ev ery ­
th in g .  . . . Her form and features  a re  not on ly  in ­
d i f f e r e n t  but rep u ls iv e .  I t  makes me t i r e d  to  see 
so much w r i t t e n  about such a woman.

She d r i f t e d  away from the H i l l s  a f t e r  the gold rush, but came 

back again in her l a t e r  years to beg support from o ld  ac­

quaintances. A ty p ic a l  source o f  her income was the  sa le  o f  

patent "bachelor  bu ttons ."  Approaching a p rospec t iv e  custom­

er w i th  a p a i r  o f  scissors she would a d r o i t l y  snip o f f  the 

most e s s e n t ia l  button from his t rou sers ,  then b la n d ly  s e l l  

him one w i th  which to replace i t .  She died a t  T e rry  on 1 

August 1 9 0 3 . Judge Kuykendall,  when he heard th a t  a monument 

was to be b u i l t  in her memory, snorted th a t  " c h a r i t y  d ic ta te s  

th a t  the v e i l  o f  o b l iv io n  should be drawn over the  character  

o f  th a t  woman. "  ̂^

Whatever the reason fo r  the death o f  W ild  B i l l ,  there  

is no doubt th a t  gambling led to many homicides. Harry

^^There is even more controversy about Ca lamity  Jane 
than th e re  is about Wild B i l l .  The most a u t h o r i t a t i v e  ac­
count is J. Leonard Jennewein, Calamity Jane o f  the  Western 
T r a i I s  (Huron, South Dakota: Dakota Books, 1953). Her own
biography, o f ten  reproduced in f a c s im i le ,  is  w o r th le s s .  The 
Deadwood Dai 1 y Champion quotat ion is from Harold  E. Briggs,  
F ro n t ie rs  o f  the Northwest (New York: D. App1eton-Century
C o . , 1940), 81. Kuykenda 11, F ro n t ie r  Days. 191, is  very  
c r i t i c a l  o f  her.
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Varnes, fo r  example, got in to  an argument w i t h  N. Har tgrove ,  

a local b lacksm ith ,  over a game o f  cards. Varnes picked up 

a c h a i r  and Hartgrove drew his gun, but bystanders tem p orar i ­

ly  que l led  the f i g h t .  La ter  the two again f e l l  in to  a d i s ­

cussion w i th  the r e s u l t  th a t  Hartgrove shot Varnes, wounding 

him m o r ta l ly .  He then surrendered to the Deadwood marshal.

Con S tap le ton .  The marshal,  not having a j a i l  in which to  

put him, released Hartgrove on his own recognizance, and he 

was never seen again .

Another f a t a l  qu ar re l  over "accounts" took p lace in 

Cyrus Ib a 's  re s ta u ra n t .  James F e r r e l l  and a man named Cook 

came to blows, and when Iba did his best to  e j e c t  one o f  them, 

both drew t h e i r  guns and f i r e d  s imultaneously .  F e r r e l l  died  

th re e  days l a t e r .  Cook was t r i e d  be fore  Mayor Farnum's 

"court"  but was judged to  have shot in s e l f -d e fe n s e  and was 

re leased.

Bandits ,  too ,  caused t h e i r  share o f  deaths. On 25 

March 1877 a gang composed o f  Sam Bass, Joel C o l l i n s ,  Jim 

Berry ,  Frank Towle, and Robert " L i t t l e  Reddy" McKimie t r i e d  

to stop the stage a t  the  mouth o f  Gold Run, near Deadwood.

They hoped to capture  a shipment o f  $15,000 in currency des­

t in e d  fo r  Stebbins,  Wood and Company's bank. The stage  

d r i v e r ,  Johnny S lau ghte r ,  refused to stop and urged the team

^^Deadwood Black H i l l s  P ion eer . 3 February 1877.

^ ^ I b i d . . 28 November 1876.
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forward . McKimie 's shotgun b la s t  k i l l e d  S laughter  i n s t a n t l y ,  

leav ing twelve buckshot in an almost p e r f e c t  c i r c l e  around 

the v i c t i m ' s  h e a r t .  McKimie a f te rw ard  swore i t  was a mistake  

- - t h a t  the horses had brushed by him and j a r r e d  his arm. I f  

such were the case, i t  never the less  was p r e t t y  good shooting,  

fo r  an acc ident .  When the stage got to  town S lau g hte r 's  

b lood -s ta ine d  vest was n a i le d  to the s t a t io n  door as an en­

couragement fo r  local c i t i z e n s  to form a v ig i l a n c e  committee.  

McKimie and his gang escaped, but u l t i m a t e l y  most o f  them 

were captured or shot down w h i le  committ ing o ther  crimes.

Disputes over la n d - -u s u a11 y mining c la im s--w ere  an­

o th er  common source o f  f a t a l i t i e s .  Samuel F. "Turkey Sam"

May and John B l a i r  shot Dan Obradovitch, m o r ta l ly  wounded 

Steve Corsich,  and nicked N. M i l l i c h  (o r  M i l l a g e )  fo r  a t te m p t ­

ing to  b u i ld  a cabin on disputed ground. From the evidence  

a t  the t r i a l  i t  seems th a t  May and B l a i r  had prepared them­

selves fo r  the f i g h t  by studious a p p l ic a t io n  in a local bar.  

The j u r y ,  which e v id e n t ly  frowned on drunken murders, con­

v ic te d  both o f  manslaughter in the f i r s t  degree. Since i t  

took e ig h t  hours to reach the d ec is ion ,  a few jurymen may 

have thought th a t  k i l l i n g  a fo re ig n e r  was not a serious  

crime. ^̂

^^Most books on Sam Bass mention the  Slaughter k i l l ­
ing. One o f  the best is Wayne Gard, Sam Bass (Boston:
Houghton M i f f l i n  Company, 1936), 61 -73 .  J . W. B r id w e l l ,  The 
L i f e  and Adventures o f  Robert McKimie ( H i l l s b o r o :  H i l ls b o r o
G aze t te  O f f i c e ,  18^6), 1 -6 ,  describes the  l i f e  o f  th is  o u t ­
law, whose name is v a r io u s ly  sp e l led .

^^Deadwood Black H i l l s  Da i l y  T im es . 24, 26 Apr i l
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The famous T u t t l e  murder in 1877 was a lso  the re s u l t  

o f  a d ispu te  over p r o p e r t y - - l n  t h is  case an underground t r e s ­

pass. Cephas T u t t l e ,  one o f  the owners o f  the Aurora Mine, 

was h ig h ly  incensed when Henry Keets, who owned an a d jo in in g  

p ro p er ty ,  obta ined the  r ig h t  to  dig a tunnel from h is  shaft  

under the Aurora. When the  tunnelers  broke through in to  T u t ­

t l e ' s  main sh a f t  and began burrowing t h e i r  way through his  

most v a lu a b le  ore  he p ro tes ted  v i o l e n t l y  but w i thou t  e f f e c t .  

He accused the Keets men o f  t respassing,  but they laughed a t  

him. La ter  they smirked innocent ly  a t  T u t t l e ' s  charge tha t  

they were s t e a l in g  h is  r ic h e s t  o re ,  and kept r ig h t  on d i g ­

ging.

At la s t  T u t t l e  threatened to blow up the whole mine 

w ith  Keets and a l l  the others  in i t ,  by dropping a case o f  

dynamite down the s h a f t .  The miners withdrew a l i t t l e ,  and 

some o f  them came up to the surface.  As T u t t l e  l i t  the fuse 

to the dynamite, a w e l l -p la c e d  b u l l e t  from the Keets men 

snuffed i t  ou t .  He succeeded the second time and hurled the  

exp los ive  down the s h a f t .  By t h is  time a l l  but one o f  the  

Keets men had gotten out o f  the tunnel by another e x i t ,  and 

the explosion on ly  deafened the remaining miner.  T u t t l e  went 

down in to  the mine laughing and chuckling to survey the dam­

age. When he came out again ,  the Keets men shot him dead.

No one was ever convicted o f  the crime, but several  l i k e l y

1877. Obradovitch 's  name is o f ten  given as "Bradovitch" or  
other  v a r ia n t s .
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candidates fo r  th a t  honor were put forward by T u t t l e ' s  

f r ie n d s  and surv ivors .

Two Central C i t y  miners,  John S. Bryant and A. W i l ­

l iam Adams, k i l l e d  each o th er  in a s im i la r  d ispute .  Adams 

posted a c la im  to a m i l l  s i t e  on a p lacer  mine. Number 13 

above discovery on Deadwood Creek, which Bryant a l read y  

owned. When the two met, Adams p u l le d  out a concealed r e ­

v o lv e r ,  shot Bryant through the  body, then turned and f l e d .  

The wounded Bryant drew his own gun and f i r e d .  His f i r s t  

shot missed, but the second knocked Adams down. Then Bryant  

staggered up to his opponent, placed a p is to l  to his head, 

and shot him through the b r a in .  He then co l lapsed over the  

body o f  his f a l l e n  foe and died a few hours l a t e r . 7̂

Attempted robbery re s u l te d  in many other  k i l l i n g s ,  

o f  which the death o f  Bob "Texas Frank" C a s te l lo  is t y p i c a l .  

Henry Myers o f  Deadwood ,had accumulated $16,000 worth o f  

gold during the summer o f  1877 and l e f t  the H i l l s  accompanied 

by four f r iends  and his  son " K id ."  Camped a t  Pleasant V a l ­

ley ,  twelve miles below Custer ,  they were jo in ed  by th re e  a f ­

fa b le  men who cooked on the communal campfire and made them­

selves ge n e ra l ly  agreeab le .  Concerned about his f a t h e r ' s  

gold. Kid Myers remained suspicious and stayed away from the  

f i r e .  I t  was j u s t  as w e l l ,  fo r  a f t e r  supper one o f  the v i s i ­

^^John S. McCl intock,  Pioneer Days in the Black
H i l l s  (New York: p r i v a t e l y  p r in t e d ,  1933), 192-93.

^^Cheyenne Da i l y  Leader . 5 October 1877.
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t o r s ,  Bob C a s t e l lo ,  snatched up a gun and ordered Myers and 

his f r ie n d s  to throw up t h e i r  hands. About t h is  t ime young 

Myers stepped from behind a wagon w i th  a shotgun and f i r e d  

a t  C a s te l lo .  The l a t t e r  turned and ran, on ly  to be shot down 

and k i l l e d .  The o th e r  two bandits  escaped. C a s t e l lo ,  i t  

turned o u t ,  was a l re a d y  a f u g i t i v e  from j u s t i c e ,  having  

k i l l e d  his own fa th e r  in Bismarck.^®

Jealousy brought about the murder o f  young Charles  

Forbes by B i l l  Gay, one o f  the founders o f  G a y v i l l e .  "Mrs."  

Gay was an e x c e p t io n a l ly  a t t r a c t i v e  young woman whom Gay had 

chosen from among the p ro fess iona l  lad ies  o f  the  town. He 

was n a t u r a l l y  somewhat dubious about the constancy o f  her 

a f f e c t io n s  and kept an annoyingly  c lose eye on her conduct.  

Forbes, a ra th e r  stup id  young man in h is la t e  teens, sent 

Mrs. Gay a no te ,  v ia  Sam "Nigger General" F ie ld s  who s p e c i a l ­

ized in such work, asking her to  "meet me t h i s  evening, my 

d a r l i n g ,  by moonlight a t  8:00 o 'c lo c k ,  a t  the corner o f  the  

big barn ."  Mrs. Gay, who had no a f f e c t i o n  whatever fo r  

Forbes, took the op p o r tu n i ty  to  demonstrate how f a i t h f u l  she 

was and immediately showed her husband the l e t t e r .  Gay a t  

once cornered "General"  F ie ld s ,  found out who had sent the  

note ,  then found Forbes and shot him dead. T r ie d  and con­

v ic t e d ,  Gay spent th re e  years in p r iso n .  On h is  re tu rn  to  

G a y v i l l e  he was met a t  the s t a t io n  by a brass band. He l a t e r

TG| b i d . . 7 October 1877, 28 May 1879.
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committed another murder, In Montana, and was promptly  

hanged. 9̂

On 20 August 1878 Mrs. John Col I I  son, a Deadwood 

school te acher ,  was discovered In her bed w i th  her head b e a t ­

en In .  In the subsequent t r i a l  I t  was revealed th a t  Mart in  

Couk, her lo v e r ,  had murdered her to keep her from t e l l i n g  

Mark V. Boughton about Couk's plan to k i l l  Boughton and elope  

w ith  h is  w i f e .  Mrs. Col I I  son n a t u r a l l y  ob jec ted  to th is  

p r o j e c t ,  both because o f  the crime proposed and because she 

wanted to hold onto Couk h e r s e l f .  Mrs. Boughton and "Gener­

a l "  F ie lds  were a lso Im p l ic a te d .  Couk was sentenced to hang 

but l a t e r  pardoned because the evidence aga ins t  him seemed, 

on review, to  have been less than conc lus ive .  Released from 

prison he returned to Deadwood where he spent considerab le  

time and money hunting fo r  the a l le g e d  murderer. Years l a t e r  

In New Mexico he was convicted o f  another murder, and before  

he was hanged he confessed th a t  he r e a l l y  had k i l l e d  Mrs. 

C o l l i  son

Often attempted murders were f o l l e d  by some f reak  

ac c id en t .  Frank McGovern, fo r  Instance ,  came In to  Manning's 

saloon, paid fo r  a d r in k  w i th  gold dust ,  then bellowed at

74.
^^McC11ntock. Pioneer Days In the Black H i l l s . 170- 

^^Cheyenne D a l ly  Leader . 21, 25 August, 13 September,
14 November, 1 , 4  December 1878, 29 January 1879. Jesse 
Brown and A. M. W i l l a r d ,  The Black H i l l s  T r a i l s  (Rapid C i ty  
Rapid C i t y  Journal Company, 1924), 365-66 .
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bartender B i l l y  Madden: "Put h a l f  an ounce o f  dust back In

th a t  bag or  I ' l l .  . . B i l l y  paused, reached under the bar  

fo r  a s ix -gun ,  and shot McGovern in the face .  The b u l l e t  

struck a l i t t l e  above the middle o f  his forehead, skidded up­

wards along the  scalp under the sk in ,  and came out a t  the top 

o f  McGovern's head. The v ic t im  was badly scarred ,  but l iv e d  

to t e l l  the s t o r y . ^ '

James E. May, a lover o f  Mol l i e  Mickey, quarre led  

w ith  the f r a i l  lady, punched her on the nose, and then shot 

her w i th  his re v o lv e r .  The whalebone in her corset  saved 

her.  May f i r e d  aga in ,  h i t t i n g  her r ig h t  thumb. F o r tu na te ly  

another lo ver ,  stage coach messenger Jesse Brown, a r r iv e d  in 

time to prevent fu r t h e r  bloodshed.^2

Sometimes the  mirac les  worked the o th e r  way, as in 

the Blanchard-Hedges f i g h t .  Robert Hedges, a thoroughly un­

savory c h a ra c te r ,  went to p ick  raspberr ies  on "Old Man" 

Blanchard's  p ro p er ty ,  m utter ing  as he went th a t  he was "go­

ing to shoot somebody," a th re a t  he had o f te n  made good be­

fo re .  When Blanchard appeared. Hedges f i r e d  a t  him from 

ambush. The o ld  man a t  once took cover, and when Hedges 

stepped out to get a b e t t e r  shot,  he shot him dead w i th  a 

revo lver  a t  a d is tan ce  o f  seven hundred f e e t .  Nobody r e g r e t -

21 George W. Stokes, Deadwood Gold (Chicago: World
Book Company, 1926) ,  86-87 .

^^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 20 A p r i l ,  7 May 1878. 
"Shotgun" guards were commonly c a l le d  "messengers" a t  the  
time.
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t e d  H e d g e ' s  d e a t h  a n d  a l l  c o m p l i m e n t e d  B l a n c h a r d  o n  h i s  e x ­

c e p t i o n a l  m a r k s m a n s h i p . 23

A l l  t o l d ,  about t h i r t y  men were murdered In the Black  

H i l l s  during the gold rush per iod  from 1875  to 1 8 7 9 .  Unknown 

deaths,  unnoticed murders, and lynchlngs, which a re  se p a ra te ­

ly  considered ,  obviously  Increase t h is  t o t a l .  The average  

works out to about f o r t y  v i o l e n t  deaths per year per  100,000  

o f  p o p u la t io n ,  which Is approximate ly  e ig h t  times th a t  o f  the  

United States  today. I t  does not seem excessive,  consider ing  

the number o f  badmen a v a i l a b l e .

Lesser crimes than murder were so common th a t  on ly  

the most s t r i k i n g  found t h e i r  way In to  the news. There Is 

no question th a t  as the mining excitement Increased, danger­

ous and lawless men came to the H i l l s .  They tended to con­

gregate In Deadwood because most o f  the  money and most o f  

t h e i r  fe l low s  a l rea d y  were th e re .  This l e f t  the res t  o f  the  

H i l l s  p r e t t y  q u ie t  but turned Deadwood In to  a s ink  o f  I n i q u i ­

ty .

A few examples o f  p e t t y  crimes w i l l  s u f f i c e .

Richard B. Hughes, fo r  Instance ,  had a huge p i l e  o f  cordwood 

l a id  by In Deadwood, which he Intended to s e l l  during the  

w in t e r .  When he got around to I t ,  someone e ls e  had saved 

him the  t r o u b le  o f  haul ing  I t  to market. 0.  C. Peck, o f  Gay­

v i l l e ,  was robbed o f  f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s ,  but the t h i e f  was

^^Deadwood Black H i l l s  Weekly Times. 19 Ju l y  1879.
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apprehended and run out o f  town. Robbers broke in to  Dick  

B erry 's  cabin in Deadwood and s t o le  a one-hundred-pound sack 

o f  f l o u r .  F o r tu n a te ly  the sack leaked and the t r a i l  led to 

the robber 's  h ideout and to the  recovery o f  much o th e r  s to len  

p ro p er ty .  A chap named C a l i f o r n i a  Jack was a r re s te d  fo r  

passing c o u n t e r f e i t  f i f t y - d o l l a r  b i l l s - - t h a t  was swindling  

on a grand s c a le .  A six-man gang operated up and down Dead- 

wood Gulch in 1877 robbing miners' cab ins ,  storehouses, and 

s lu ic e  boxes. S h e r i f f  Seth B ul lock  and a posse a r re s te d  

th re e  o f  the men, but the o thers  f l e d  toward Crook C i t y  where 

they were overtaken and one s e r io u s ly  wounded in a g u n - f ig h t .  

This sor t  o f  crime was so common th a t  i t  rece ived on ly  pass­

ing n o t ic e  and much o f  i t  went unrecorded.

The Black H i l l s  Pioneer complained th a t  burg la rs  in 

Deadwood were a regu la r  p lague. A Mr. Rosengarden heard a 

t h i e f  in his chicken house, f i r e d  a t  random, and m o r t a l ly  

wounded Frank M i l l e r ,  who was b u s i ly  s t e a l in g  four  chickens.  

P ublic  opinion held th a t  ac c id en ta l  death was a l i t t l e  too 

severe a p e n a l ty  fo r  such a p e t ty  cr ime, so Rosengarden was 

held under $1 ,500  bond u n t i l  he was released by a grand j u r y .

By the end o f  the rush in 1879, p e t ty  t h ie v e r y  was 

a l l  too common. Tools were taken from mining c la im s ,  s lu ic e  

boxes robbed o f  nuggets and amalgam, odds and ends picked up 

w ith  a casual abandon th a t  seemed q u i t e  out o f  step w i th  

touted f r o n t i e r  honesty. Perhaps the  o ld  a t t i t u d e  o f  mutual 

cooperation had faded out and been replaced by an ungenerous
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s p i r i t  o f  s e l f i s h  im mora l i ty .  Even so, many doors remained 

unlocked and many miners continued t r u s t i n g ,  c le a r  up to the  

a r r i v a l  o f  the r a i l r o a d  in the la t e  1880 's.

More t h r i l l i n g  and no tab le  than p e t t y  t h e f t s  were 

the stage coach robber ies .  As soon as roving bands o f  hos­

t i l e  Indians were dr iven back onto t h e i r  reserva t ions  in the  

f a l l  o f  1 8 7 6  i t  became poss ib le  fo r  outlaws to  l i v e  in s a fe ty  

along the roads and t r a i l s ,  eager ly  a w a it ing  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  

to f a l l  upon the t r a v e l e r s .

By 1 8 7 7  stage robbing was a booming business. The 

same gang th a t  k i l l e d  Johnny S laughter  attempted th ree  other  

holdups, but d id  not gain much lo o t .  "Dune" Blackburn, John 

W a l l ,  and t h e i r  companions a lso stopped a good many stages,  

u s u a l ly  w i th  i n d i f f e r e n t  p r o f i t .  Once when th re e  road agents 

t r i e d  to rob a coach the passengers even jumped out and 

fought them o f f .  Toward the end o f  June, the stage was held  

up near the Cheyenne River  and the passengers robbed o f  

$1 ,400 .  F o r tu n a te ly ,  the t rea su re  chests ,  r iv e te d  to  the  

framework o f  the coach, proved to be both impregnable and im­

movable, and the bandits got nothing out o f  them. During 

July  the robbers stopped the Sidney coach near B a t t l e  Creek 

and took what few va luables  the th re e  passengers possessed.

On 21 Ju ly  two bandits  stopped two more coaches again near  

the Cheyenne, but ti e t r a v e le r s  were not c a r ry in g  anything  

o f  va lue .  A day or two l a t e r ,  s ix  bandits  repeated the p e r ­

formance a t  the  same p lace ,  but got j u s t  twenty d o l l a r s .  In
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October Blackburn and Wall held up the Sidney coach near Buf­

f a lo  Gap and robbed i t s  on ly  passenger o f  seven d o l l a r s .  In -
22i

deed, stage robbing was not always a p r o f i t a b l e  business.

The next year ,  1878, saw the peak o f  stage coach rob­

b e r ie s .  In Ju ly  e ig h t  highwaymen at tacked the coach a t  

Whoop-Up Canyon, near modern Newcastle.  The s ix  passengers 

fought back and in the ensuing b a t t l e  th ree  o f  them were 

wounded but the robbers were dr iven o f f .  On the 23rd the  

coach ca rry in g  Reverend J. W. P icket  was held up two miles  

north o f  L ightn ing Creek. The preacher was not molested,  

but the United States mails  were robbed. Three days l a t e r  

a messenger who accompanied the coach--E.  S. Sm ith - - fought  

o f f  s ix  road agents by f i r i n g  some twenty shots a t  them.

Smith was not so lucky on 10 September when the bandit  

"Lengthy" Johnson and his  gang stopped the Cheyenne-bound 

coach a t  Lance Creek. During the holdup the  Deadwood coach 

a r r iv e d  on the scene w i th  Smith. The l a t t e r  t r i e d  to put up 

a f i g h t ,  but the outlaws used captured passengers as a sh ie ld  

and forced him to s u r r e n d e r . ^5

Although the bandits o f ten  opened the  s o -c a l le d  

" t re as u re  chests" which accompanied the passenger coaches,

^^Deadwood Black H i l l s  P io n ee r . 14, 21 Ju ly  1877. 
Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 3, 27, 29 June, 25 J u ly ,  4 October 
1877.

^^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 3,  26, 27 J u ly ,  23 August,
14, 20 September 1878. Spring, Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  
Stage and Express Routes, passim.
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they on ly  once s u c c e s s fu l ly  robbed w e l l -gu arded  b u l l io n  s h ip ­

ments from the mines. Even t h is  b r i l l i a n t  coup, which took  

place  a t  the Canyon Springs Stage S ta t io n  on 27 September 

1 8 7 8 , d id  not r e s u l t  in any great p r o f i t  s ince most o f  the  

t re a s u re  u l t i m a t e l y  was recovered. This t re a su re  coach, c a r ­

ry ing a shipment supposedly worth $250 ,000 ,  was driven by 

Gene B a rn e t t ,  and guarded by th ree  messengers, Gai l  H i l l ,

B i l l  Smith, and Scott  Davis . The on ly  passenger, Hugh

Campbell,  a te le g ra p h e r ,  was c a r r ie d  as a specia l  favor to

the te legraph  company. The bandit  gang led by Charles Carey 

and composed o f  Frank McBride, Thomas Je f fe rs on  "Duck"

Goodale, A1 Speer, and Big Nose George descended on the Can­

yon Springs s ta t io n  about h a l f -a n -h o u r  be fore  the stage was

due. They t i e d  up " S t u t t e r i n g  Dick" W r ig h t ,  the stock tende r ,  

and prepared a hot recept ion  fo r  the t re a s u re  coach.

The robbers' f i r s t  v o l l e y  wounded B i l l  Smith and 

k i l l e d  Campbell o u t r i g h t .  Gai l  H i l l ,  although badly in ju r e d ,  

managed to crawl to cover and shoot down one o f  the bandits  

before  c o l la p s in g .  Scott  Davis hid behind a stout p ine t r e e ,  

and kept up a hot f i r e  on the bandits in the stage s t a t io n .  

Carey grabbed the d r i v e r  Gene Barnett  and, using him as a 

s h ie ld ,  advanced toward S c o t t 's  p o s i t io n .  U n w i l l in g  to  r i s k  

wounding his f r i e n d ,  Scot t  abandoned the f i g h t  and ran fo r  

help.

Once the guards were disposed o f ,  the bandits p r ie d  

open the safe w i th  a crowbar, loaded $27,000 worth o f  gold
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on a wagon w ith  t h e i r  wounded comrade Frank McBride, l e f t  

the corpse o f  Big Nose George where i t  f e l l ,  and took o f f .

A posse o f  messengers composed o f  Boone May, John Brown,

Jesse Brown, and W i l l i a m  Tay lor  was soon on t h e i r  t r a i 1.^6  

The messengers picked up a d d i t io n a l  members as the  

chase progressed and very n e a r ly  caught up w i th  the robbers 

east o f  Rapid C i t y .  The hunted men, however, s l ipped away 

in the darkness but l e f t  behind a gold bar worth $11,000  

which l a t e r  was picked up by Dr. N. C. W h i t f i e l d .  No f u r t h e r  

t r a c e  o f  the t rea s u re  came to l i g h t  u n t i l  "Duck" Goodale a l ­

lowed his f a t h e r ,  a prominent banker in A t l a n t i c ,  Iowa, to  

d is p la y  his  share o f  the loot  in a bank window, supposedly 

the money he had received from the s a le  o f  a Black H i l l s  

mine. Goodale was q u ic k ly  a r r e s te d ,  but on the way back to  

the H i l l s  for  t r i a l  he escaped from h is  guard, W i l l ia m  Ward, 

by jumping out o f  the washroom window o f  a moving t r a i n .  He 

was never heard from again .  A 1 Speer was a r re s te d  in Ogal-  

l a l a ,  Nebraska, w i th  messenger Gai l  H i l l ' s  gun and some je w ­

e l r y  from the t re a s u re  chest in his possession. A man named 

Gouch, who was supposed to have been connected w ith  the ban­

d i t s  though not present a t  the holdup, was a r re s te d  a t  Fort  

Thompson, South Dakota, and led peace o f f i c e r s  to some r e t o r t

2 A^“ Spring, Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage and Express 
Routes. 270-73 .  The amount s to len  is d ispu ted ,  but the  
stage company o f fe r e d  a reward fo r  on ly  $27 ,000.  The robbery  
is o f te n  c a l le d  the "Cold Springs" holdup, from the nearby  
ranch by th a t  name.
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gold hidden near Pino Springs. E v e n tu a l ly ,  n e a r ly  a l l  o f  

the t re a s u re  was recovered, one bandit  k i l l e d ,  another badly  

In ju r e d ,  and two a r r e s te d .  I t  should have taught the c r i m i ­

na ls  a lesson . 2 7

Although I t  was hard to rob a t re a su re  coach success­

f u l l y ,  the passenger coaches enjoyed no such Immunity. Fre­

quent holdups were accepted as one o f  the hazards o f  t r a v e l ­

ing In the H i l l s .  No sens ib le  person thought o f  ca rry in g  

much money on the stage,  unless I t  could be Ingeniously  con­

cealed  In his baggage or  secreted somewhere In his c lo th in g .  

The bandits q u ic k ly  became aware o f  these attempts a t  con­

cealment and would Inspect not on ly  pockets and purses but 

the  h a i r ,  shoes, and "any bulges or bumps not accounted fo r  

by the average human anatomy In t h e i r  search fo r  v a lu a b le s ."  

One gay lady from Deadwood tw is ted  her fo ld in g  money In to  

her back h a i r ,  where I t  escaped de tec t ion  In s p i te  o f  an en­

t h u s i a s t i c  search. Another good woman, anxious to save her 

watch, pleaded "P lease,  Mr. Robber! good Mr. Robber! dear 

Mr. Robber! don 't  take  my watch." The highwayman, unable  

to  w iths tand  t h is  g u i le le s s  appeal,  re tu rned her t r i n k e t s .  

S t i l l  another passenger, who was doubtless a professional

^^ U n lv ers l ty  o f  South Dakota, W.P.A. W r i t e r ' s  P r o j ­
e c t ,  t y p e s c r ip t ,  "Annals o f  E a r ly  Rapid C i t y ,  1878-87--  
Crime,"  9 ,  says th a t  W h i t f i e l d ' s  f in d  weighed 650 ounces, 
and was worth between $10,000 and $12 ,0 00 .  Goodale's name, 
o f te n  given as "Doug," was a c t u a l l y  Thomas Je f fe rson;  "Duck" 
was a boyhood nickname. Speer's  a r r e s t  Is  mentioned In the  
Cheyenne D a l ly  Leader. 2 November 1878.
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humorist,  complained when the bandits ordered "hands up!'' 

th a t  " t h i s  is a high-handed piece o f  bus iness ,"  a b i t  o f  w i t  

which so convulsed the outlaws tha t  they l e t  him keep his

w a tch .28

Horse th i  eves 1i kewi se were a nui sance in the H i l l s .  

To s tea l  a man's horse and leave him on fo o t  in Indian coun­

t r y  was considered the utmost depth o f  d e p r a v i ty .  "Persim­

mons B i l l , "  who reputed ly  murdered stage superintendent  

" S t u t t e r in g "  Brown, commanded a r ing o f  w h i te  and Indian  

th ieves which centered i t s  operat ions around present-day  

Edgemont. In October 1876 two men, probably  from th is  gang, 

s t o le  twenty horses near Custer ,  but were tracked down and 

k i l l e d  by a detachment o f  s o ld ie rs  from Camp C o l l i e r .  On 

the Fourth o f  J u ly ,  1877, one Charles Howard was so f i l l e d  

w ith  p a t r i o t i c  (o r  o t h e r )  s p i r i t  th a t  he h i red  a horse a t  a 

l i v e r y  s t a b le  and f a i l e d  e n t i r e l y  to re tu rn .  A posse tracked  

him down and hanged him. The same year "Dune" Blackburn and 

his gang added h o rs e -s te a l in g  to t h e i r  o th e r  cr imes, emerging 

unscathed from a b a t t l e  w i t h  the redoubtable "Long John" 

Brennan ou ts id e  o f  Rapid C i t y .  A s i m i l a r  gang, led by James 

Heffran and Tony Pastor ,  broke up e a r ly  in 1878 when the two 

were captured and made to show where they had hidden the  

stolen stock.  In November "Lengthy" Johnson, " th e  t e r r o r

- -  ZG^nnie D. T a l l e n t ,  The Black H i l l s  ( S t .  Louis: 
Nixon-Jones P r in t in g  Company"! 1899), 386, 389-90 .  Cheyenne 
D a i ly  Leader . 12 January 1878.
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o f  S p ea r f îsh  V a l l e y , "  was captured and sent to  j a i l ,  which 

made owners o f  good horse f le s h  " f e e l  much e a s ie r  in t h e i r  

m inds."29

Slowly but inexorab ly  rough-hewn law and a semblance 

o f  o rd e r  came to the community. Horse th ie ve s  and bandits  

were g ra d u a l ly  caught by posses and v i g i l a n t e s ,  and g e n e ra l ­

ly  rece ived  a "suspended sentence" on the spot.  The most 

n o ta b le  o f  these frequent lynchings was the sad death o f  

Louis "Red" Curry ,  A. J .  "Doc" A l l e n ,  and James "Kid" H a l l  

(o r  M a n s f ie ld )  on 24 June 1877. The f i r s t  two men were hard­

ened c r im in a ls  who had picked up a few horses near Crook C i t y  

and then headed south. On the way to Rapid C i t y  they met 

young H a l l  and allowed him to r id e  one o f  t h e i r  new a c q u i s i ­

t io n s .

W hi le  camped beside the t r a i l  the th re e  were captured  

by a posse o f  i r a t e  Rapid C i t i a n s ,  taken in to  town, and im­

prisoned in a log cabin pending t r i a l .  H a l l  cursed and swore 

a t  h is captors in a most abandoned and u n c i v i l  manner, which 

undoubtedly p re jud iced  acceptance o f  h is  c la im  th a t  he had 

had nothing to do w i t h  s t e a l in g  the horses. Late th a t  even­

ing a group o f  masked men broke in to  the  log cabin p r iso n ,  

c a r r ie d  the th ree  to a h i l l  south o f  town (a f te rw a rd  known 

as Hangman's H i l l ) ,  and th ere  hanged them. When H a l l ' s  in -

29çhevenne D a i ly  Leader. 21 A p r i l ,  15 October 1876,
4 Ju ly  1877, 13 February,  2 May, 29 June, 27 August, 30 
November 1878.
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nocence l a t e r  became apparent they were s o rry ,  but i t  did  

not do much good. For years a f te rw a rd  Rapid C i t ia n s  were

known as " s t r a n g l e r s . "^0

The next big " n e c k t ie  p a r ty "  was held in honor o f  

George W. Keating and 0. B. "Beans" Davis, two Deadwood 

butchers who appeared to have an almost in ex h a u s t ib le  supply 

o f  be e f .  One day a rancher from Spearf ish  V a l le y  came in to  

t h e i r  shop, examined a h ide o r  two, and then gazed a t  the two 

butchers w i t h  marked susp ic ion .  One look was enough and thé  

p a r tn e rs  departed in haste .  La ter  the E nterpr i  se p io u s ly  r e ­

marked th a t  " the  wicked f l e e  where no man pursueth ."  S h o r t ly  

a f te rw a rd  the bodies o f  Keating and Davis were found suspend­

ed from a t r e e  about f i v e  m i les  north o f  S p e a r f is h .  Local 

opin ion held very s t ro n g ly  th a t  they did not get up th ere  

" o f  t h e i r  own s e lv e s ."3^

Rough and ready j u s t i c e  s t e a d i ly  continued to r id  

the  H i l l s  o f  t h e i r  less d e s i r a b le  c i t i z e n s .  A rascal known 

on ly  as "One-eyed Ed" was hanged in Red Canyon by cowboys 

who resented his having k i l l e d  a f r ie n d  o f  t h e i r s  named 

P o r te r .  Dick Burnett  was caught s te a l in g  horses in the same 

area and met w ith  a s im i la r  f a t e .  These lynchings were

B. M ansf ie ld ,  co m pi le r ,  "Scrap Book o f  Black  
H i l l s  E a r ly  Days," 34, Leedy C o l l e c t i o n ,  So c ie ty  o f  Minnelusa  
Pioneers ,  Rapid C i ty .  Brown and W i l l a r d ,  Black H i l l s  T r a i l s . 
292 -96 .  The poem a t  the beginning o f  t h is  chapter  was re -  
p u ted ly  put up over the graves o f  A l l e n ,  Curry ,  and H a l l .

^^McClintock. Pioneer Days in the Black H i l l s . 181.
"Annals o f  E a r ly  Rapid C i t y - - C r im e ,"  7.
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probably  spur-of-the-moment a f f a i r s .  Less e a s i l y  excused 

was the premeditated k i l l i n g  o f  A rc h ie  McLaughlin and W i l ­

l iam M ansf ie ld .  These wel l-known th ieve s  a t t r a c t e d  suspicion  

when they t r i e d  to s e l l  $31,000 worth o f  stolen gold b u l l io n  

fo r  $11,000.  A r re s te d ,  they were sent toward Deadwood guard­

ed by Jesse Brown and Boone May. V ig i la n t e s  stopped the  

stage about a m i le  north  o f  Fort  Laramie and promptly hanged 

the two outlaws from a convenient t r e e - - a p p a r e n t 1 y w ithout

the least  in te r fe r e n c e  from the accompanying peace o f f i - 
32cers.J

Cornelius "Lame Johnny" Donahue met w i th  a s im i la r  

f a t e .  A graduate o f  G irard  Col lege  in P h i la d e lp h ia ,  he had 

been in ju red  in a boyhood accident  and acquired a recogniza­

b le  l imp. He came to  the H i l l s  an honest man, took to horse 

s te a l in g  and stage robbery,  and was e v e n tu a l ly  captured. On 

the way to Rapid C i t y  in the custody o f  S h e r i f f  "Whispering"  

Smith, v i g i l a n t e s  stopped the stage near Hermosa, removed 

Johnny, and hanged him. He had, in add i t ion  to his l imp, a 

n o t ic e a b ly  large mouth, in honor o f  which John B. Furey post­

ed a sign over h is  grave:

S tranger ,  pass gent ly  o ' e r  t h is  sod:
I f  he opens h is  mouth, yo u 're  gone, by Godl^^

^^Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 22 October 1878.

^ ^ E l l i s  Tay lor  P e irce ,  "Odd Characters and Incidents  
in the Black H i l l s  During the ' 7 0 ' s ,"  manuscript.  Box 6 -3 ,  
South Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  Society ,  P ie r r e .  "Annals o f  Ear ly  
Rapid C i t y - -C r im e ,"  13. Brown and W i l l a r d .  Black H i l l s  
T r a i l s ,  298-301.
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Lee "Curley"  Grimes died in much the same way. He 

was a rre s te d  about f i  f t y  mi les north  o f  Deadwood and was 

taken during a b l i z z a r d  toward Fort  Meade in the custody o f  

Boone May and W. H. L lew e l lyn .  He asked to have the hand­

c u f fs  removed in order  to  warm his hands, and immediately  

plunged his horse in to  the deep snow in an e f f o r t  to get 

away. The o f f i c e r s  f i r e d ,  k i l l i n g  him "w h i le  t r y in g  to es ­

cape," a s tory  about which those who knew Boone May were  

j u s t i f i a b l y  s k e p t ic a l .  Both May and Llewel lyn were t r i e d  

fo r  murder, but n e i t h e r  was convic ted .

May's c h ara c te r  is f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  by the  case 

o f  Frank Towle. A gang o f  bandits  he ld  up the Cheyenne 

coach near Hat Creek, Wyoming, and sent Towle, one o f  the  

robbers,  down the road to watch fo r  any messengers who might  

be fo l low ing  a t  a d is tance .  The messengers. May and John 

Zimmerman, heard Towle coming, h id  in the bushes and shot 

him dead as soon as he got w i th in  range. May l a t e r  took  

Towle's head to  Cheyenne in a sack in order  to c la im  an ex­

pected reward, but he never managed to c o l l e c t  i t . ^ ^

Honest and regu lar  government took a w h i le  to get  

e s ta b l is h e d .  In the Dakota t e r r i t o r i a l  e le c t io n  o f  1874, 

fo r  example, Moses K. Armstrong cla imed to  have received

^^Spring, Cheyenne and Black H i l l s  Stage and Express 
Routes. 300-301.  Brown and W i l l a r d .  Black H i l l s  T r a i l s , 252- 
54. There is l i t t l e  doubt th a t  Boone May was one o f  the  
rougher characters  in the law-enforcement business, fo r  sev­
e ra l  o ther  k i l l i n g s  a re  r e l i a b l y  a t t r i b u t e d  to him.
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2,876 votes from "Custer Gulch" in support o f  h is  candidacy  

as de leg a te  to  Congress. His opponent, Je ffe rson P. K idder ,  

ra th e r  so ur ly  pointed out t h a t  t h i s  was a good many votes  

to come from a p lace  then known to be t o t a l l y  u n in h a b i te d .35

As a l re a d y  described in Chapter IV, local govern­

ments, mining d i s t r i c t s ,  and miners '  courts handled the  e a r l y  

j u d i c i a l  business in the H i l l s .  In Deadwood Mayor E. B. 

Farnum's court  was a popular p lace  to s e t t l e  o rd in a ry  d i s ­

putes,  and as no court o f  appeals was a v a i l a b l e ,  i t s  d e c i ­

sions had the added advantage o f  f i n a l i t y .  An unused mine 

tunnel in the s ide  o f  the gulch served as the c i t y  J a i l ,  

and town marshal Con Stapleton kept peace in minor cases and 

a d is c re e t  s i le n c e  in the r e s t .

As soon as the federa l  government acquired t i t l e  to  

the Black H i l l s  from the Sioux i t  es tab l ish ed  a fe dera l  d i s ­

t r i c t  c o u r t ,  w i t h  G r a n v i l l e  G. Bennett  i t s  p res id ing  judge.  

The f i r s t  court  session was held in Sheridan. Everyone in -  

v o lv e d - - ju d g e ,  lawyers, w i tnes ses ,  and ac cus ed --s lep t  on the  

d i r t  f l o o r  o f  the log court  house. When they woke up a f t e r  

the f i r s t  n ig h t  they found th a t  the  pr isoner  a t  the bar had 

escaped by d igging out under the logs. The court  soon moved 

to Deadwood, where Judge James Barnes in time replaced the  

respected Bennett .  When Barnes' f i r s t  term convened there

35seth B ul lock ,  "An Account o f  Deadwood and the  
Northern Black H i l l s  in 1876," ed. Harry H. Anderson, South 
Dakota H i s t o r i c a l  C o l le c t io n s .  XXXI (1 9 6 2 ) ,  361.
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were s ix  murderers aw a i t in g  t r i a l ,  which perhaps gives some 

idea o f  cond it ions  in the town.

Even w i th  the proper legal t ra p p in g s ,  the Deadwood 

courts s t i l l  were f a r  from r e l i a b l e .  One coroner 's  j u r y ,  

fo r  example, was c a l le d  upon to determine the cause o f  death  

in the case o f  a man found w i th  his th ro a t  c u t ,  twenty-seven  

b u l l e t  holes a t  var ious  p laces ,  and h is  s k u l l  beaten to a 

pulp.  I t  took them f i v e  hours to decide "whether the death  

was caused by v io le n c e  o r  a v i s i t a t i o n  o f  D iv ine  P ro v i ­

dence."^^

The town marshal,  and l a t e r  the s h e r i f f ,  was the  

p r in c ip a l  law enforcement o f f i c e r  in the f r o n t i e r  community. 

He needed a l l  the courage he could muster. One day, fo r  ex­

ample, a m arsha l - -p ro bab ly  Con S tap le ton- -w as p e a c e fu l ly  

p lay ing  poker in a bar when a r u f f i a n ,  T. Tom Smith, walked  

in w i th  drawn gun, glowered on the assembled company, and 

announced th a t  he d i d n ' t  want anybody to  get e x c i te d ,  but 

he "aimed to  k i l l  some one" before he departed .  The marshal 

watched h is  op po r tu n i ty  and threw h im s e l f  on Smith in a des­

p era te  e f f o r t  to  disarm him. Smith f i r e d .  The b u l l e t  passed 

through the marshal 's  h a t ,  then through h is  c o l l a r  and his  

coat t a i l s ,  and went across the room where i t  h i t  another  

man squarely  on the forehead. There the b u l l e t  s p l i t  in two,

^ ^ E s te l l in e  Bennett ,  Old Deadwood Days (New York:
J. H. Sears & Company, 1928), 37 -38 .  Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader.
6 June, 4 September 1878.
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the halves s l id in g  under the v i c t i m 's  skin u n t i l  they came 

to r e s t ,  one a t  each temple.  Smith was subdued and sent to  

Yankton fo r  rest  and m ed ita t ion  a t  government expense. The 

wounded man recovered .37

G u i le ,  as w e l l  as courage, was a requirement fo r  an 

e f f e c t i v e  law o f f i c e r .  When miners in the Aurora Mine be­

came d isg run t led  over t h e i r  pay, they moved in to  the tu nne l ,  

set up a stove under an a i r s h a f t ,  and to ld  the management 

th a t  they would stay put u n t i l  t h e i r  demands were met. Cav­

a l r y  and a cannon from Fort  Meade were summoned to the scene 

and th re a ts  and arguments bellowed in to  the mine, a l l  to no 

a v a i l .  I t  looked as i f  bloodshed would be necessary- -a  th ing  

th a t  Judge Bennett s t r i c t l y  opposed--when S h e r i f f  Seth B u l l ­

ock appeared w i th  a small package and a wide g r in .  Climbing  

up the s ide  o f  the mountain to  the a i r  shaft  he dumped a 

q u a n t i ty  o f  a s a fe t id a  down upon the r e c a l c i t r a n t  miners.

The s t r i k e  broke up w i tho u t  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n . 38

The gradual ev o lu t ion  from lawlessness to order  came 

in response to the changing needs o f  the mining community.

As the p lacer  miner and his t ru s te d  "pards" were replaced  

by h ired  labor ,  community s p i r i t  dwindled, and w i th  i t s  pass­

ing came a need fo r  more formal law enforcement. F u r th e r ­

more, the h ired  miners came to the H i l l s ,  not to dig gold

37cheyenne D a i ly  Leader. 20 January 1877.

^®Bennett, Old Deadwood Days. 51-53.
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fo r  themselves in the streambeds, but to  work f o r  o thers  deep 

in the hardrock mines. I t  made a d i f f e r e n c e  in the  way they  

looked a t  th ings .



CHAPTER XI

THE HARDROCK MINES

The gold is t h a r ,  'most everywhar,
And they dig i t  out w i th  a big iron b a r . *

There is no question th a t  hardrock mining was a d i s ­

t i n c t  and separate  branch o f  the a r t ,  a t t r a c t i n g  men o f  d i f ­

f e re n t  i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  a b i l i t i e s ,  and resources than did the  

"poor man's p lace rs"  a t  the beginning o f  the rush. In those 

c a re f re e  e a r l y  days a l l  a miner needed fo r  success was a few 

too ls  and luck enough to dig in the r ig h t  gravel bank. Even 

men who worked fo r  wages hoped th a t  they might one day stum­

b le  on a pocket f u l l  o f  nuggets which would make them r ic h .  

The hardrock mines were d i f f e r e n t .  I t  took a long t ime to 

dig down to paying o re ,  in v e s t ig a te  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  then 

b u i ld  a m i l l  to  e x t r a c t  the gold.  The hardrock man needed 

outs ide  c a p i t a l  to  get s t a r t e d ,  and he h i red  miners whose 

sole  i n t e r e s t  in the jo b  was the wage th a t  they were pa id .

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  to determine when hardrock mining  

began in e a rn e s t .  Many claims were staked e a r ly  in the rush

Wankton D a i ly  Press and D ak o ta ian . 29 December 1875, 
quoting John W i l l iam s  who had j u s t  returned from the H i l l s .
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but remained undeveloped u n t i l  the p lacers  had been worked 

out and c a p i t a l  and mining machinery had come in .  Even in 

1 8 7 5 , miners fresh from the H i l l s  bragged about quartz  ledges 

running fo r  m i le s ,  in which the rock was said to  conta in  one- 

e ighth  to o n e -h a l f  pure gold. As the hardrock mines got in to  

production these glowing estimates dimmed considerab ly ;  they 

were probably  due to an o v e r ly  ju d ic io u s  sampling o f  the ore .  

No m atter  what t h e i r  va lue ,  these e a r l y  cla ims were a t  f i r s t  

neglected ,  though Moses " C a l i f o r n i a  Joe" M i ln e r  located a 

qu ar tz  c la im  in Palmer Gulch as e a r ly  as Christmas 1875, and 

s h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  John B. Pearson and Frank Bryant staked 

out hardrock cla ims in what l a t e r  became Centra l  C i t y . ^

Although not worked a c t i v e l y  u n t i l  the p lacers  had 

played o u t ,  hardrock prospecting could go on m e r r i l y  during  

the w in te rs  when the p lacers  were frozen s o l id .  By the time 

the grave ls  had been exhausted a s o l id  backlog o f  quar tz  

claims had been discovered and was aw a i t in g  development. In 

the f a l l  o f  1 8 7 6  th ere  were 147 such cla ims around Deadwood,

7 0  near Custer ,  and n e a r ly  as many in the Bear Butte  and Sand 

Creek areas.  Once Indian t i t l e  to  the H i l l s  was ex t ingu ished ,  

investors  dared to r i s k  t h e i r  c a p i ta l  in developing the new 

mines, and the p la c e rs ,  a l read y  producing d imin ish ing re tu rns ,

2
John R. Brennan, "Some E a r ly  H is to ry  o f  the Black  

H i l l s  o f  South Dakota ,"  MS, n. d . , S h e l f  2, T i e r  6,  South 
Dakota H is t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty ,  P ie r r e ,  11. Annie D. T a l l e n t ,
The Black H i l l s  ( S t .  Louis: Nixon-Jones P r in t in g  Comoanv.
1899), 558.------
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gave way to a hardrock rush. These new rushers c a r r ie d  not 

p ick  and pan but hard cash or  the prospect o f  easy c r e d i t ,  

fo r  they tended to be men o f  means and exper ience.  By the  

end o f  1877 hardrock mines produced $1 ,50 0 ,00 0  a year com­

pared w i th  $ 1 ,00 0 ,00 0  worth o f  p la c e r  gold,  and d isappointed  

p i lg r im s  who had l e f t  the H i l l s  began to  re tu rn ,  encouraged 

by thé prospect o f  new bonanzas and employment.3

Gold and s i l v e r  were by f a r  the most important Black  

H i l l s  products during the rush, but o ther  minera ls  a lso  

showed promise. James Brewer, fo r  example, discovered coal  

w ith in  t h i r t y - f i v e  miles o f  Deadwood, j u s t  over the Wyoming 

border west o f  Spearf ish .  There the Blossburg Coal D i s t r i c t  

fo r  years produced fue l  fo r  the mines. Other coal deposits  

near S tu rg is  and Rapid C i t y  were thought to o f f e r  p o s s i b i l i ­

t i e s  o f  f u r t h e r  development, but soon proved impossible to  

mine p r o f  i t a b l y . ^

Mica, mined around Custer ,  has been produced s t e a d i l y  

in the H i l l s  s ince 1879 when George C la rk  discovered the Mc- 

Maken mine. This f l e x i b l e ,  t ransparen t  mineral was a t  th a t  

time used fo r  stove windows, and l a t e r  fo r  in s u la t in g  e l e c t r i ­

cal equipment and fo r  automobile c u r ta in s .  By 1881 the Mc-

^Deadwood Black H i l l s  P io n e e r . 7 October 1876. 
"Dakota,"  D. Appleton, The American Annual Cyclopedia and 
Register  o f  Important Events o f  the Year 1877 (New York; D. 
Appleton and Company, 1878), 246.

^Thomas G. Ingham, Digging Gold Among the Rockies 
(P h i la d e lp h ia :  Cottage L ib ra ry  Publ ishing House, l 8 8 l ) ,
228.



269

Maken was shipping out 2 ,500  pounds o f  mica a month. O i l ,  

too ,  seemed promising when small deposits  were found near the  

Jenney Stockade. L. J. Harlow went in to  the o i l  business and 

sold crude petroleum fo r  lu b r ic a t io n  in Deadwood a t  a d o l l a r  

a g a l lo n .  S a l t ,  which was needed fo r  the c h lo r in a t io n  o f  r e ­

f r a c t o r y  o re s ,  was discovered in springs north o f  Newcastle  

and evaporators were soon brought in to  e x t r a c t  i t .  For 

years each stop the s a l t  wagons made on t h e i r  way to Deadwood 

served as a s a l t - l i c k  fo r  the deer in i t s  v i c i n i t y .  A mercu­

ry mine a t  V i c t o r i a ,  e ig h t  m iles  west o f  Rapid C i t y ,  a lso  

ra ised hopes th a t  t h i s  e s s e n t ia l  mining m a te r ia l  might be 

l o c a l l y  produced, but nothing ever came o f  i t .  Uranium 

ox ides ,  then v a lu a b le  s o le ly  as dyes, were found near Roch- 

ford but not mined u n t i l  seventy years l a t e r . 5

I t  was the gold ores ,  however, th a t  most a t t r a c t e d  

the miners' a t t e n t i o n .  Prowling the h i l l s ,  the prospector  

looked fo r  "outcroppings" o f  w h i te  o r  i r o n -s ta in e d  quar tz  

among the more mundane rocks. When he found a l i k e l y  sample 

he ground i t  up in an iron m o r ta r ,  then panned the r e s u l t in g  

powder fo r  gold.  This simple t e s t  was accurate  i f  the ore  

found was " f r e e - m i l l i n g , "  and held  the gold in a mechanical

^Deadwood Board o f  Trade, The Black H i l l s  o f  Dakota.  
1881 (Deadwood: D a i l y  Pioneer Book and Job O f f i c e ,  1881),
23. Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader . 6 March 18?8. Jesse Brown and 
A. M. W i l l a r d ,  fhe  Black H i l l s  T r a i l s  (Rapid C i t y :  Rapid
C i ty  Journal Company, 1924) , 4^ 1 -32 .  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  South 
Dakota, South Dakota W.P.A. W r i t e r ' s  P r o je c t ,  "Annals o f  
E a r ly  Rapid C i t y ,  l8 7 8 -8 ? - -M in in g  Camps," MS, Rapid C i ty  
P ubl ic  L i b r a r y ,  5. I b i d . . " - - M i n i n g , "  8, 23.
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combination. "R e frac to ry "  o re ,  in which the gold was con­

ta ined  in the rock in a chemical bond, requ ired  the more eso­

t e r i c  a n a ly s is  o f  the p ro fess iona l  assayer.

This  learned in d iv id u a l  took the sample o f  ore  se­

lected by the  prospector  and ground i t  to a f i n e  powder, 

s i f t i n g  and mixing i t  to obta in  a uniform d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i t s  

mineral conten ts .  He then measured out a sample weighing  

e x a c t ly  2 .9  grams, which he mixed w i th  lead and a f l u x  and 

heated u n t i l  the lead had absorbed a l l  the gold and s i l v e r .  

The remaining rock f lo a te d  on top o f  the molten metal to  be 

skimmed o f f  as s lag .  The assayer then put the remaining  

"button" o f  lead,  gold and s i l v e r  in a " c u p e l ,"  or  l i t t l e  

cup o f  bone-ash, and heated i t  to a high temperature ,  d r iv in g  

o f f  the lead and leaving on ly  the precious m eta ls .  This  

small "button"  was weighed, then the s i l v e r  in i t  d isso lved  

o f f  w i t h  n i t r i c  a c id ,  and the remaining gold te s te d  fo r  p u r i ­

ty  and f in en es s ,  and weighed again .  For every m i l l ig r a m  o f  

gold th e re  would be one ounce o f  gold per ton o f  o re .  Of 

course ev ery th in g  depended on the honesty and s k i l l  o f  the  

assayer and on the rep re s e n ta t iv e  na ture  o f  the sample t e s t ­

ed. The absence o f  one or both o f  these r e q u is i t e s  g e n e ra l ly  

exp la ins  the f a n t a s t i c a l l y  high assay values placed on many 

o f  the e a r l y  m ines .&

^Peter  Rosen, Pa-Ha-Sa-Pah (S t .  Louis: Nixon-Jones
P r in t in g  Company, 1895), 364-72.  The Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader . 
10 March 1876, t e l l s  o f  the Colorado assayer,  given bi ts  o f  
a stone ju g ,  who judged th a t  i t  ran $17.82 to the ton.
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Like the p la c e r  mines, the hardrock men were not 

above " s a l t i n g "  t h e i r  mines to make them appear more va luab le  

than they r e a l l y  were. Some f i l e d  up gold coins and s c a t ­

te red  the f i l i n g s  on the ore.  One thoughtless chap even 

chopped up coins w i th  an axe, but p rospec t ive  customers got 

to  wondering about nuggets a lready  marked "U. S." and lost  

f a i t h  in him. Often a "sa 1 te r "  would f i r e  a shotgun loaded 

w ith  gold dust in to  h is  mine tu nne l ,  then l e t  a prospect ive  

buyer s e le c t  his own ore .  Others introduced ex tra  gold w h i le  

the ore was being m i l l e d - - a  te s t  run o f  a ton or  two being 

one o f  the f a v o r i t e  t r i a l s - - o f t e n  dropping gold onto the  

amalgamation ta b le s  or in to  the gr ind ing  m i l l s .  Once a drunk 

staggered up to  a p i l e  o f  ore aw a it ing  a te s t  run. He h ic -  

cuped, staggered, and f e l l ,  breaking his whiskey b o t t l e  over  

the rock. The b o t t l e ,  however, proved to have been f u l l  o f  

gold c h lo r id e .  Other s e l l e r s  bought or  s t o le  va lua b le  ore ,  

dumped i t  in to  t h e i r  mine, then b land ly  assured prospect ive  

buyers " i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  the s t u f f  th e y ' r e  ta k ing  out over a t  

the Father De Smet." I t  o f ten  was, e x a c t ly .

Once a prospector  had assured h im se lf  th a t  his mine 

was worth something, he located a mineral  c la im  on i t ,  which 

ran 1,500 fe e t  along where he assumed his ve in o f  ore might 

be and 150 f e e t  on e i t h e r  side o f  i t .  This gave him the  

r ig h t  not to the ground but to the ve in i t s e l f ,  which he 

could fo l low  even onto another 's  property .  When two men, on 

opposite sides o f  a h i l l ,  located opposing ends o f  the same
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vein th e re  was bound to be t ro u b le  when they met in the mid­

d le .  Furthermore, i t  was customary to  suppose th a t  a c la im ­

ant owned a l l  the  land beneath his c la im ,  subject  on ly  to  

the r ig h t  o f  another to fo l lo w  a d i s t i n c t  and separate  vein  

across the p ro p e r ty .  Discussion about j u s t  what c o n s t i tu te d  

a separate  ve in had a marked tendency to become a c r i m o n i o u s . ?

To these sources o f  disagreement was added any con­

f l i c t  which might appear between local  mining d i s t r i c t  laws, 

t e r r i t o r i a l  mining law, and fe dera l  s t a t u t e ,  each o f  which 

tended to d i f f e r  from the o the rs .  Perhaps t h is  is why Dead- 

wood had f i f t y  lawyers by the time the hardrock mines began 

serious o p e ra t io n s .  Added to th is  confusion was the t r o u b le ­

some notion th a t  as the H i l l s  were Indian land u n t i l  February  

1877, cla ims located p r io r  to th a t  t ime might be t o t a l l y  i n ­

v a l i d .  This  controversy ,  a t  l e a s t ,  was decided by Judge 

G r a n v i l l e  G. Bennett on 7 May 1877 and l a t e r  confirmed by 

the t e r r i t o r i a l  Supreme Court ,  in the ce leb ra ted  Hidden 

Treasure case. The decis ion held th a t  the miners,  as t r e s ­

passers on the  Indian res e rv a t io n ,  could not c la im  to have 

t i t l e  be fore  the cession o f  the land to the United S ta tes .  

However, sa id Judge Bennett,  the t respasser  w i th  the e a r l i e s t

?The United States government f u r t h e r  complicated  
the m atte r  by the in troduct ion  in 1872 o f  the "apex law" 
which provided th a t  the miner could fo l lo w  h is  vein i n d e f i ­
n i t e l y  on 1V i f  he had o r i g i n a l l y  located his  c la im  a t  the  
apex o f  the lode, i .  e . , where i t  came to the surface o f  the  
ground. Rodman Paul, Cali  forn ia Gold (L in c o ln :  U n iv e r s i ty
o f  Nebraska Press, c. 1947), 210-39 ,  has an e x c e l le n t  d i s ­
cussion o f  mining law problems.
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t i t l e  had the  p r i o r  and b e t t e r  c la im .®

The a r t  o f  tak ing  the ore  out o f  the ground in the  

cheapest and s a fe s t  way is the sub ject  o f  l i m i t l e s s  books on 

mining en g in ee r in g ,  and can be d e a l t  w i th  on ly  b r i e f l y  here.  

The most important p o in t  to  bear in mind is th a t  the miners 

wished to l i f t  the ore  as l i t t l e  as p o ss ib le .  By proper  

management i t  could almost be made to f a l l  out o f  the  mine 

in to  the m i l l s .  Often t h is  e f f e c t  could be achieved, a t  

le a s t  to  a degree, by tunne l ing  in to  the bottom o f  an ore  

body. The ore  was then mined from underneath by a process 

known as "shr inkage s to p in g ,"  and put in to  trams which ran 

b y , g r a v i t y  out o f  the tunnel to  the m i l l .  When the ore  

could not be reached by a tu n n e l ,  a sh a f t  was sunk to below 

the leve l  o f  the  proposed mining area and " d r i f t s ^  dr iven  

under the o re .  The on ly  d i f f e r e n c e  was the added expense 

o f  haul ing  the ore  cars up the s h a f t .

The mining was done by teams who were paid by the

" d r i f t i n g "  or " s in k in g "  they accomplished, or by the  amount 

o f  o re  which they removed. The miners used s tee l  d r i l l s  

dr iven in to  the rock w i th  sledges, one man holding the d r i l l  

and tu rn in g  i t  w h i le  the o th e r  drove i t .  They dipped the

r e s u l t in g  dust out o f  the hole w i th  a long "m iner 's  spoon,"

and o f  course used longer and longer d r i l l s  as the holes grew 

o
The var ious  laws can be compared in the Deadwood 

Black H i l l s  P io n e e r . 15 J u ly ,  25 November 1876, and "Mining  
Laws o f  the Ida Gray Quartz D i s t r i c t , "  24 March 1877. The 
Cheyenne D a i l y  Leader . 8 June 1877, reported Judge B ennet t 's  
dec is io n .
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deeper.  A good team could s ink  a hole n e a r ly  two Inches a 

minute,  but o f  course could not keep up th a t  pace fo r  long, 

or  go so fa s t  i f  d r i f t i n g  h o r i z o n t a l l y .  When deep enough 

the  holes were charged w i th  b lack powder or  " g ia n t  powder," 

as dynamite was then c a l l e d ,  and f i r e d  w i th  short fuses.

The thoughtfu l  miner c a r e f u l l y  cut h is  fuses so th a t  even 

though l ig h te d  one a f t e r  the o ther  they would a l l  go o f f  t o ­

gether  and thus increase the e f f e c t  o f  the b l a s t .  He then 

cut a p iece  o f  fuse shorter  than the res t  and used i t  as a 

" s p i t t e r "  from which to l i g h t  the o th e rs .  In t h is  way, as 

long as the fuse in h is  hand was burning, he knew th a t  none 

o f  the others was about to  go o f f .  I t  was when, by some mis­

c a l c u l a t i o n ,  he could not get a l l  the fuses l ig h te d  from his  

s p i t t e r  th a t  he became nervous. Unless a l l  the charges were 

f i r e d ,  he faced the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d r i l l i n g  in to  one l a t e r  

on, but to remain too long when some fuses were a lready  

l ig h te d  was an easy way o f  becoming a s t a t i s t i c .

The miners u s u a l ly  paid fo r  t h e i r  own powder and 

fuse,  and so tended to be economical w i t h  both. As a re s u l t  

o f  using too l i t t l e  powder the rock g e n e ra l ly  came out In 

la rge chunks and had to be "b lo c k -h o le d ,"  or  d r i l l e d  again 

and broken up in to  sm aller  pieces w i th  f u r t h e r  charges. The 

chunks were then "mucked" or loaded in to  ore cars which ran 

on small r a i l s  leading out o f  the mine.

As the work progressed the roof  o f  the mine had to  

be held up w i th  s t u 11s- -heavy  pieces o f  t imber set v e r t i c a l l y
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--and caps, which were e q u a l ly  large timbers la id  across  

them. As the mines grew deeper these pieces were g e n e ra l ly  

cut on the surface ,  c a r e f u l l y  do veta i led  to f i t  in to  each 

o th e r ,  then sent down in to  the mine to be put up as the  

miners moved forward.  Often the miners l e f t  p i l l a r s  o f  o re  

which served the same purpose, but ev e n tu a l ly  had to be r e ­

moved .

Min ing, then as now, was a dangerous business, but  

in those days the negl igence o f  the miners and the unconcern 

o f  the mining companies made i t  even more hazardous. The 

miners, paid in propor t ion  to  the work accomplished, tended 

to  neg lect  precaut ions .  Timbers were l e f t  ou t ,  and roofs

f e l l  in when a post or two would have held them up. Miners

returned to  the working face too soon a f t e r  b las ts  and were

choked by the fumes and dust,  or  were caught by the delayed

explosion o f  c a r e le s s ly  packed charges. Powder, handled by 

the l i g h t  o f  f l i c k e r i n g  candles,  of ten went o f f  when i t  

should not have, a lthough t h is  was much less o f  a problem 

when dynamite came in to  common use.

F a l ls  were a constant danger. Men f e l l  in to  the  

shafts from the top ,  or  walked in to  them from tunne ls ,  or  

wandered in to  "winzes" leading downward from u n fa m i l ia r  

d r i f t s .  Buckets o f  ore  broke loose and smashed miners en­

gaged in s ink ing  shafts  below. Sometimes the ho is t  engineer  

was care less  and p u l le d  a "cage" f u l l  o f  men c le a r  up to the  

top o f  the headframe. Jammed against the t imbers ,  the "rope"
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( a c t u a l l y  w i r e  c a b le )  would break and the  miners drop to the  

bottom a ga in .  Fourteen-inch timbers were always hard to han­

d l e ,  and they smashed f in gers  and toes r e g u la r ly .  Often min­

ers fo rg o t  to "bar  down" overhead rock a f t e r  a b l a s t ,  and i t  

came loose when le a s t  de s ired .  In the m i l l s ,  too ,  unguarded 

machinery could catch the unwary hand o r  f la p p in g  coat t a i l ,  

and very  few surv ived a serious argument w i t h  a ten - ton  f l y ­

wheel.  The companies provided no compensation whatever fo r  

a c c id e n ts ,  but the miners themselves u s u a l ly  c o n tr ib u te d  a 

d o l l a r  a month toward m ain ta in ing  a h o s p i ta l  fo r  the in ju re d .

One day a p o l i t i c a l  o ra to r  in Lead was holding fo r t h  

in g rea t  s t y l e .  He concluded his  speech w i t h  the s t i r r i n g  

appeal:  " I f ' n  every word I 'm a -say ing  a i n ' t  the gospel

t r u t h ,  may t h is  here earth  open up and swallow me." I t  d id .

A g r i z z l e d  miner nudged his  p a r tn e r  as they were f is h in g  him 

out o f  the  c a v e - in :  " 'Pears  to me, Pard,"  he murmured, " t h a t

th a t  young f e l l e r  w e re n ' t  very  r e l i a b l e . "  Such co l lapses  

were a l l  too common. Houses s h i f te d  and creaked as the  

ground shook and s e t t l e d  beneath them. Once the ground under 

two Homestake shops f e l l  away in to  abandoned mine workings,  

leav ing  a p i t  s i x t y  fe e t  deep. In time the  whole c i t y  o f  

Lead had to  be moved to a new locat ion  as mines beneath 

gnawed away the rock. The problem was not solved u n t i l  the  

Homestake mine developed a way o f  f i l l i n g  up the  c a v i t i e s  

crea ted  by pumping the  sand " t a i l i n g s "  from the  m i l l s  back 

in to  i t s  e x c a v a t io n s .9

Q
Ingham, Digging Gold Among the Rockies , is an in -
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Once the ore  was mined the next step was to remove 

the gold from i t .  This could be done a t  a custom m i l l  which 

would process anybody's ore fo r  a f ix e d  fe e ,  but most miners 

p r e f e r re d  to b u i ld  a m i l l  o f  t h e i r  own. T h e ir  m i l l  could 

produce go ld ,  f inan ce  fu r t h e r  ex p lo ra to ry  d r i f t i n g ,  and the 

r e s u l t in g  a d d i t io n a l  ore f inance yet a la rg e r  m i l l .  This 

became a so r t  o f  "operat ion  bootstrap" in which a small in ­

vestment could snowball in to  a much la rg e r  re tu rn .  Genera l ly  

the money to b u i ld  the m i l l  was gotten through the sa le  o f  

stock.  Some promoters sold shares so s u c c e ss fu l ly  th a t  they  

never f e l t  i t  necessary to get around to producing gold at  

a l l .  Others did t h e i r  best ,  but ran in to  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and 

had to c a l l  fo r  more money, which the stockholders were 

u s u a l ly  u n w i l l in g  to supply. This sort  o f  opera t ion  gave 

the H i l l s  a bad name in investment c i r c l e s ,  but i t  was some 

years be fore  the supply o f  suckers was e n t i r e l y  exhausted.

When the ore  a r r iv e d  a t  the m i l l  i t  was dumped onto 

a " g r i z z l y , "  a g r id  o f  iron bars designed to keep pieces too 

big fo r  the crushers from g e t t in g  in to  the works. Such lumps 

were set as ide  and broken up w i th  sledges, w h i le  the smaller  

b i t s  were allowed to f a l l  in to  a hopper fo r  storage. The 

ore  was then ground to a coarse powder in a "Blake" or  jaw-  

type c rusher ,  and fed in to  the stamp m i l l s .  These stamps, 

arranged in " b a t t e r ie s "  o f  f i v e ,  weighed about e ig h t  hundred

t e r e s t in g  account o f  contemporary mining and m i l l i n g  meth­
ods.
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pounds each, and could gr ind from o n e -a n d -a -h a l f  to two tons 

o f  ore a day, depending on the degree o f  f ineness des ired ,  

a;.o the hardness o f  the rock. The stamps worked up and down 

in a w a t e r - f i l l e d  iron trough c a l le d  a mortar where they  

ground the ore  to  f l o u r - l i k e  f ineness. Often mercury was 

added to the mortar to catch some o f  the gold and form an 

amalgam, but some mine operators thought t h is  wastefu l  as 

the mercury tended to get under the stamps and lose i t s  

e f f i c i  ency.

When the ore had been s u f f i c i e n t l y  ground i t  passed 

through a f i n e  screen in the side o f  the mortar and flowed 

over mercury-coated copper ta b le s .  The mercury caught the  

gold which had not been formed in to  amalgam in the mortars,  

w h i le  the res idue ,  c a l le d  " t a i l i n g s , "  flowed o f f  the tab les  

and was drained away. Every week or so t ru s te d  employees 

scraped the amalgam o f f  the tab les  and from beneath the  

stamps and b o i le d  o f f  the mercury in a r e t o r t ,  saving i t  

fo r  use aga in ,  w h i le  the gold "sponge," or " r e t o r t "  remained 

behind. The process had the advantage o f  showing when any 

gold was being s to le n ,  fo r  the owners expected to get back 

as much mercury as they had put in .  Even so, a sensib le  

superintendent u s u a l ly  h i red  a f u l l - t i m e  armed guard to keep 

his eye on the stamps and ta b le s .

The stamp m i l l  and mercury process worked f a i r l y  w e l l  

on the f r e e - m i l l i n g  ore  found near the surface ,  but were a 

f a i l u r e  on the deep r e f r a c t o r y  ores. These required i n t r i ­
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c a te  ro a s t in g ,  c h l o r i n a t i o n ,  smelt ing ,  and cy a n idation proc­

esses to f r e e  or d isso lve  the  gold from i t s  c lose  union w i th  

the rock. Roasting, a t  a c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l le d  temperature,  

sometimes softened r e f r a c t o r y  ore so i t  could be m i l le d  in - 

the regu la r  way. C h lo r in a t io n ,  which was g e n e r a l ly  preceded 

by ro a s t in g ,  required t r e a t i n g  the ore w i t h  c h lo r in e  obta ined  

by the reac t ion  o f  heated s a l t  and su lphur ic  a c id ,  then p re ­

c i p i t a t i n g  the gold from the re s u l t in g  gold c h lo r id e  in a 

v a r i e t y  o f  ways. Smelt ing,  which attempted to  melt  the metal 

out o f  the rock, was not much used except in connection w i th  

ores co n ta in in g  large amounts o f  s i l v e r .  The cyanide proc­

ess, introduced in the 1 8 9 0 's, dissolved the gold from the  

ore w i th  potassium or sodium cyanide,  and made poss ib le  the  

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  many gold deposits  p re v io u s ly  considered  

t o t a l l y  u n p r o f i t a b le .  The great  Wasp Number Two a t  F l a t i r o n ,  

south o f  Lead, fo r  example, m i l le d  ore worth $1 .60  a ton a t  

a p r o f i t ,  using c y a n id a t io n ,  and moving the ore  through i t s  

m i l l  e n t i r e l y  by g r a v i t y  f low .

As p re v io u s ly  mentioned, the southern H i l l s  towns 

boomed a second time w i th  the  coming o f  the hardrock enthu­

siasm. Custer was soon surrounded by a r ing  o f  v i l l a g e s - -  

Tenderfoot ,  Junction C i t y ,  K i d d v i l l e ,  A t l a n t i c  C i t y ,  W i l ­

l i  amsbu rg --each  w i th  i t s  mine and i t s  hopes, none o f  which 

were dest ined fo r  f r u i t i o n .  H i l l  C i t y ,  too ,  boomed b r i e f l y  

as T i g e r v i l l e ,  Newton Fork, and Queen Bee grew up around the  

new mines.
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New towns a lso grew up w i th  the hardrock boom. Roch- 

fo rd ,  where gold ledges had been found by Michael D. Roch- 

fo rd ,  Richard B. Hughes, and o th e rs ,  prospered during the  

summer o f  1878 and by the end o f  the year had a populat ion  

o f  over one thousand. Many o f  i t s  mines seemed prom is ing - -  

Golden Rock, Queen o f  Venice,  Ophir ,  Maid o f  A thens --bu t  on ly  

the Stand By f lo u r is h e d  and even i t  on ly  operated s p o r a d ic a l ­

ly .  N ea r ly  a dozen l i t t l e  towns sprang up around Rochford:  

A l t a ,  Diamond C i t y ,  F lorence, Grand View, Gregory, Montezuma, 

Ochre C i t y ,  M y e r s v i l l e ,  and Lookout. But they,  too,  faded 

away as t h e i r  mines proved u n p r o f i t a b le .  Today Rochford 

makes i t s  l i v i n g  almost e n t i r e l y  from a nearby Forest Serv ice  

e s ta b 1i shment.

S i l v e r  mining caused a rush to Galena, on Bear Butte  

Creek southeast o f  Deadwood. Prospectors had found galena,  

a lead ore  conta in ing  cons iderab le  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  s i l v e r ,  as 

e a r ly  as March 1876, but the town did not m a t e r i a l i z e  u n t i l  

the fo l lo w in g  year.  By January 1877 i t  had four hundred 

miners, s e v e n t y - f iv e  houses, and s ix  months l a t e r  th ree  

smelters were b u s i ly  m e l t in g  ore  and e x t r a c t in g  s i l v e r .  The 

grea tes t  impetus to development, however, came from Colonel  

J. H. Davy, who in 1878 gained contro l  o f  the Florence mine,

^®Richard B. Hughes, Pioneer Years in the Black  
H i l l s  (G lend a le ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  Arthur  H. C la rk  Company,
1^57), passim, describes Hughes' a c t i v i t i e s  in Rochford.  
T a l l e n t .  The Black H i l l s , passim, is a ls o  useful  fo r  de­
s c r ip t  ion s " ô m ï ë " ë â 7 T ÿ " towns.
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b u i l t  a huge m i l l ,  and began la r g e -s c a le  opera t io ns .  Some 

o f  hi s ore  y ie lded  1,341 ounces o f  s i l v e r  to  the ton.  I t  

a ls o  contained traces  o f  gold,  and large amounts o f  lead,  

which o f  course was useless u n t i l  i t  could be economically  

shipped to market by r a i l .  Davy e v e n tu a l ly  fo l lowed his  

vein o f  ore  under the a d jo in in g  Richmond mine, and the en­

suing l i t i g a t i o n  ruined both o f  the contestants .  Other towns 

in the a r e a - - V i r g i n i a  C i t y ,  G i b r a l t a r ,  Strawberry Gulch, and 

Bear B ut te - -m et  e s s e n t i a l l y  the same f a t e  o r  co l lapsed when 

s i l v e r  p r ice s  decl ined to  a po in t  where the ores could no 

longer be worked a t  a p r o f i t .

Carbonate, northwest o f  Deadwood, was another s i l v e r  

town. I t  came in to  ex is tence  when miners discovered th a t  the  

l imestone, or  "carbonate ,"  ores o f  the area contained appre­

c i a b l e  amounts o f  s i l v e r  which re c e n t ly  invented methods were 

ab le  to e x t r a c t .  The Iron H i l l  mine alone produced over one 

m i l l i o n  d o l la r s  during more than f i f t y  years o f  i n t e r m i t t e n t  

op e ra t io n .  A d e c l in e  in the p r ic e  o f  s i l v e r  and a d isas trous  

d ip h t h e r ia  epidemic sa id to  have been brought on by the  

smelter  fumes u l t i m a t e l y  ruined the town, though occasional  

e f f o r t s  to reopen the mines continued to the 1930 's. Nearby,  

Bald Mountain and Trojan boomed b r i e f l y  during the gold rush, 

but did not become important gold producers u n t i l  the inven­

t io n  o f  the cyanide process made poss ib le  the e f f i c i e n t  proc­

essing o f  t h e i r  h ig h ly  r e f r a c to r y  ores.^^

^^Mildred F i e ld e r ,  "Carbonate Camp," South Dakota
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Deadwood, however, was the  cente r  o f  the hardrock  

mining a re a ,  j u s t  as i t  had been the  center  o f  the p la c e rs .  

With i t s  neighboring towns, G ay v i1 le .  Central C i t y ,  and Lead, 

i t  formed the heart  o f  the mining area and served the most 

notab le  and product ive  mines. Many o f  these were contained  

w i t h in  the famous mineral  " b e l t , "  extending from Lead to  

Centra l  C i t y .  This r ich  s t r i p  contained an enormous but d i s ­

continuous vein o f  ore--sometimes f o r t y  to one hundred and 

f i f t y  fe e t  w ide--and was several m i les long. Indeed, o p t i ­

m is t ic  prospectors looked fo r  i t s  cont inuat ion  a t  M a i t la n d ,  

north  o f  Centra l  C i t y ,  and as f a r  south as Custer. They 

imagined, w i th  some j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  th a t  the best mines in 

the H i l l s  were a l l  located upon a s in g le  north-south l i n e  

o f  o re .

One o f  the best known o f  the  Central C i t y  mines was 

the Hidden Treasure,  which ad jo ined  the i l l - f a t e d  Aurora.

In October 1876 the Black H i l l s  Gold Mining Company bought 

a th r e e -q u a r te r  in te r e s t  in i t  fo r  $25 ,000.  By the spring  

o f  1877 i t  was y ie ld in g  tw e n ty - fo u r  d o l la r s  to the ton ,  run­

ning i t s  ore  through Pearson's custom m i l l .  The company, 

t r y in g  to economize, i n s t a l l e d  a b a l l  m i l l  o f  i t s  own, on ly  

to f in d  th a t  expenses went up and production diminished.

Soon l i t i g a t i o n  w i th  the Aurora slowed down production ,  and

H is t o r ic a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XXVIM (1 9 5 6 ) ,  99-178,  is a d e t a i l e d  
account o f  th is  s i l v e r  town. The Bald Mountain mine operated  
s t e a d i ly  u n t i l  the 1950 's.
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the  mine e v e n tu a l ly  c losed.  I t s  long contest  w i th  the Auro­

ra ,  however, kept i t  In the p u b l ic  eye and helped p u b l i c i z e  

the  H i l l s .

Another famous mine was the Father De Smet, named 

in honor o f  the missionary be l ieved  to have found gold w h i le  

preaching to the Indians.  Gus Bowie, a mining engineer edu­

cated in Germany, took charge o f  operat ions a t  a s a la ry  o f  

$1 ,500  a month, plus l i v i n g  expenses. His f i r s t  step was to  

assure the w e l l -b e in g  o f  h is  subordinates by h i r i n g  "Aunt 

Lou" Marshbanks away from the Wagner Hotel to  cook fo r  the  

e x ec u t iv e  ta b le .  He planned his  operat ions fo r  the f u t u r e ,  

b u i ld in g  s lowly and w e l l  in order  to  insure not on ly  immedi­

a te  but continued economical product ion .  By 1879 he had 

e ig h ty  stamps in opera t ion  and th ree  more such m i l l s  on 

o rd e r .  The mine y ie lded  about $60,000 a month, running on 

ore  worth twelve d o l la r s  a ton,  which in i t s e l f  is a t e s t i ­

mony to the e f f i c i e n c y  o f  Bowie's management. ^^

By January 1878 some seven hundred stamps were g r in d ­

ing ore in the Deadwood a re a ,  w i th  th re e  hundred more under 

c o n s t ru c t io n .  Annual gold production came to about two m i l ­

l ion  d o l l a r s .  The next year ,  1879, i t  increased to n e a r ly  

$300,000 a month. Mine p r ic e s  soared. The Golden T e r ry  w i th  

the Ophi r sold fo r  $50,000 on 3 February 1877. A year l a t e r

1 ?
George W. Stokes, Deadwood Gold (Chicago; World 

Book Co. ,  1926), 122-24,  and passim, qivês an e x c e l le n t  ac ­
count o f  the De Smet and i t s  great  w ater  f i g h t  w i th  the  
Homestake.
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the  Father De Smet and I t s  a d jo in in g  p ro p e r t ie s  brought  

$400 ,000 .  Hundreds o f  lesser  mines sold a t  p r ice s  between 

$4 ,00 0  and $25 ,000 .  By 1878 C a l i f o r n i a  c a p i t a l i s t s  had prob­

a b ly  invested over one m i l l i o n  d o l la r s  in Black H i l l s  mineral  

p r o p e r t i e s ,  b r in g in g  n e a r ly  as la rge  a boom as the o r i g i n a l  

d is co ve r ie s  o f  go ld .13

I t  was the Homestake a t  Lead, however, th a t  topped 

them a l l .  The mine was discovered by Fred and Moses Manuel,  

A lex  Engh, and Henry Harney in the spring o f  1876. At f i r s t  

i t  seemed no more important than the o ther  mines in the  Wash­

ington (as Lead was then known) a re a ,  but soon s ix  excava­

t io n s  along f i v e  hundred fe e t  o f  i t s  ore  body showed i t s  vast  

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .  H. B. Young, a Deadwood merchant, helped  

to  f inance e x p lo ra to ry  shafts  in re turn  fo r  o n e - f i f t e e n t h  o f  

the  mine. A ten-stamp m i l l  demonstrated th a t  the ore  was 

r i c h ,  and the mine was soon recognized as one o f  the most 

promising on the " b e l t . "

In Ju ly  George Hearst and J. B. Haggin sent a mining  

en g ineer ,  L. D. Kel logg ,  to look over Black H i l l s  mineral  

p r o p e r t ie s .  He bought the Manuels' share in the Homestake 

f o r  $50 ,000 ,  bought out Harney and Engh fo r  $45 ,000 ,  and then 

found th a t  Young's in t e r e s t  was s t i l l  ou tstand ing .  Young,

^^Apple ton 's  Cyclopedia fo r  1877. 245-46,  es t imates  
the  number o f  stamps w i l l  be from 550 to  650 on 1 January  
1878. Robert E. S trahorn ,  To the  Rockies and Beyond (Omaha; 
Omaha Republican P r i n t . ,  1878), makes a higher e s t im a te .  On 
p. 24 he mentions a re p re s e n ta t iv e  s e le c t io n  o f  mine sa les  
p r ic e s .
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who was a p r e t t y  shrewd chap, f i n a l l y  sold hi s hundred fe e t  

o f  the  mine fo r  $10,000 plus the p r i v i l e g e  o f  working the  

ore fo r  twenty days, which netted  him another  $8 ,000.

Hearst a t  once began to pour money in to  developing

the Homestake. He shipped in an eighty-stamp m i l l ,  v ia

Cuthbertson and Young's f r e i g h t  l i n e ,  th a t  cost over t h i r t y

thousand d o l la r s  in t ra n s p o r ta t io n  charges a lone.  The m i l l  
«

went in to  operat ion  on 1 January 1878, but f u l l  production  

did not begin u n t i l  J u ly ,  when the mine produced $40,000  

worth o f  b u l l i o n .  By the end o f  1879 the  y ie ld  had doubled. 

From 1 8 7 8  to  1962 b u l l io n  production t o t a le d  $715 ,000 ,000 .

The mine, which is s t i l l  in op era t io n ,  now pays a p r o f i t  o f  

about $ 4 ,00 0 ,00 0  a year,  although h a l f  o f  t h is  is der ived  

from uranium operat ions  in New Mexico.

In i t s  e a r ly  days the Homestake was not noted fo r  

good p u b l ic  r e la t io n s ,  in the course o f  expansion, the com­

pany came in to  c o n f l i c t  w i th  a nearby c la im-owner,  Alexander  

Frankenburg, who was shot and k i l l e d  by four Homestake em­

ployees. T r ie d  and ac q u i t te d  by a j u r y  which was obviously  

br ib ed ,  the  murderers were re leased. The Judge, G. C. Moody,

^^Lead is pronounced "Leed," Manuel, "Manwell ."  A 
complete h is to r y  o f  the Homestake is o f  course not poss ib le  
in a small space. Moreover, the company avers th a t  i t s  
e a r l y  records, shipped to the Hearst o f f i c e  in San Francisco,  
were destroyed in the f i r e  o f  1906. Deadwood Board o f  Trade,  
Black Hi 11s. 1881. 15-20, is a good contemporary account o f  
the mine's  e a r ly  days. Moses Manuel, " F o r ty -E ig h t  Years in 
the West,"  d ic ta te d  to  Mary S h e r i f f ,  Helena, Montana, 1903, 
MS, Homestake L ib ra ry ,  Lead, is fragmentary.



286

snorted a f te rw ard  th a t  he would "sooner have a j u r y  o f  Pagan 

In d ia n s ."  The cl imax o f  the Homestake's legal troub les  came 

In the big f i g h t  w i th  the Father De Smet over water r ig h t s .  

Each o f  the mines had, more or less by ac c id en t ,  secured the  

r ig h ts  to water  th a t  was ess en t ia l  to  the  operat ions o f  the  

o th e r .  They fought a long legal b a t t l e .  Invo lv ing  numerous 

t r i a l s  and c i t y  e le c t io n s ,  and e v e n t u a l ly  the Homestake 

emerged v ic t o r io u s .  I t s  operat ions today a re  a model o f  e f ­

f i c ie n c y  and good employee r e la t io n s .

The gold rush ended on 26 September 1879, when most 

o f  the business d i s t r i c t  o f  Deadwood burned to the ground. 

There had been p le n ty  o f  warning th a t  t h i s  might happen.

From the e a r l i e s t  days the town fa th e rs  had urged the need 

fo r  f i r e  f ig h t i n g  equipment, sound chimneys, and a l e r t  f i r e  

wardens. Every f i r e  th a t  s ta r te d  served as a warning th a t  

the whole town was In danger, fo r  I t  was b u i l t  almost e n t i r e ­

ly  o f  wood, and located In a deep and windy v a l l e y .  L i t t l e  

was done, however, and when a f i r e  broke out In Mrs.

E l l s n e r 's  Star  Bakery on the evening o f  25 September on ly  a 

few men responded to c a l l s  fo r  as s is tan ce .  The f i r e  soon 

spread to Jensen and B l i s s 's  hardware s to re .  When the flames 

reached e igh t  kegs o f  gunpowder the s to re  blew up, s c a t t e r in g  

burning embers a l l  over town. An area h a l f - a - m l l e  long and 

a q u a r t e r - o f - a - m l 1e wide was complete ly destroyed. B r ick  

b u i ld in g s ,  whose owners had supposed them to be f i r e p r o o f .
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were shaken by the numerous explosions,  and the f i r e  entered  

through the gaps. Some th re e  hundred b u i ld in g s  burned, w i t h  

a loss estimated a t  two to  th ree  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  Forty per  

cent o f  Deadwood's popu la t ion  was rendered homeless, and the  

business d i s t r i c t  was complete ly  gutted .

The in h a b i ta n ts ,  no longer casual p la c e r  miners but 

s o l id  men o f  business, began to re b u i ld  a t  once. Merchants 

whose goods had escaped the  f i r e  continued in business w i th  

no increase in p r ic e s .  Neighboring towns sent assis tance  

and su pp l ies .  Workmen to re  down unused b u i ld in g s  in G a y v i l i e  

and South Bend to p rov ide  m a te r ia ls  w i th  which to q u ic k ly  r e ­

b u i ld  Deadwood. Sawmills worked around the  c lock .  General 

S tu rg is  a t  Fort Meade sent troops to prevent loo t in g  and 

c la im  jumping, and the Deadwood c i t y  commissioners--with the  

same goal in m in d - -a t  once ordered th a t  a l l  su rv iv in g  saloons 

be closed. The d a i l y  papers,  p r in te d  in Lead, did not miss 

a s in g le  issue and did much to  u n i te  and encourage community 

s p i r i t .  Makeshif t  h o te ls  cared for  the homeless, although  

not always fo r  noth ing:  one posted a sign "meles f i v t y  cens"

which in d ica ted  a t  leas t  some d e s ire  to p r o f i t  from the d i s ­

a s t e r .  In s ix  months the  town, r e b u i l t  l a r g e l y  o f  b r ic k ,  was 

b e t t e r  than before the f i r e .  By now the gold rush was over ,  

fo r  the miners had come to s t a y . 5̂

^^Most books on the H i l l s  conta in  a l i t t l e  something 
on the Deadwood f i r e .  The best contemporary accounts are  
found in the local papers and in the Cheyenne D a i ly  Leader.
27, 28 September 1879.



CHAPTER X I  I

THE HAPPIEST GOLD RUSH

I am s i t t i n g  by the  camp f i r e  now,
On w i l d  Dakota 's  H i l l s ,

And memories o f  long ago
Steal o ' e r  me l i k e  the r i l l s  

Adown yon canyon deep and dark ,
Steal through the le a fy  g lades,

A gl impse, a murmur here and th e re .
Then vanish in the shades.'

When Deadwood r e b u i l t  a f t e r  the f i r e  o f  1879 the gold 

rush was over.  The adventurous v ig or  o f  the e a r ly  prospec­

to rs  had given way to  the more c a lc u la t in g  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  o f  

the promoter, sp e cu la to r ,  and mining engineer .  The c a r e f r e e  

s p i r i t  which moved a prospector  to w r i t e  in 1876: "out o f

a job  and no c la im  and a few hundred d o l la r s  ahead . . .  so 

ho fo r  the S ta te s ,"  was replaced by a less ch eer fu l  but more 

b u s in e s s l ik e  a t t i t u d e .  I t  is t im e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  to look back 

over the h is to ry  o f  the rush, from 1874 to 1879, and to draw 

together  the v a r ie d  strands o f  the s to ry  in to  a somewhat u n i ­

f i e d  c o n c lu s io n .2

^Henry Weston Smith, found on h is  body a f t e r  he was 
k i l l e d  by Indians, quoted in Jesse Brown and A. M. W i l l a r d ,  
The Black H i l l s  T r a i l s  (Rapid C i ty :  Rapid C i t y  Journal Com-
pany, 1$ 2 4 ) ,  466.----------

J e r ry  Bryan, An I l l i n o i s  Gold Hunter in the Black

2 8 8
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To begin w i t h ,  i t  is ev ident th a t  the gold rush be­

gan, not merely because gold was discovered in the H i l l s ,  

but in response to  a v a r i e t y  o f  in te r a c t in g  fo rc es .  Gold 

had been known in the H i l l s  s ince 1803, but u n t i l  18?4, when 

i t  was given s u i t a b le  p u b l i c i t y  by General Custer ,  i t s  pres­

ence had not ex c i ted  much response. Moreover, the news o f  

C us ter 's  d iscover ies  f e l l  upon ears a l rea d y  made recept ive  

by the f in a n c ia l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  depression o f  1873. I t  

was a ls o  greeted w i th  enthusiasm by western miners,  who had 

long t h i r s t e d  fo r  a new bonanza in which to t r y  t h e i r  luck.  

F r o n t ie r  towns, which had boomed w ith  the a r r i v a l  o f  the  

r a i l r o a d s  and decl ined as the construct ion  gangs departed,  

saw in the mines an op po r tu n i ty  to regain t h e i r  o ld  p ro s p e r i ­

ty .  They, too,  did t h e i r  best to  p u b l ic i z e  and promote the 

Black H i l l s  gold f i e l d s .  L a s t ly ,  the United States Army, 

faced w i t h  the problem o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  the in c re a s in g ly  t r o u ­

blesome Sioux, saw in the opening o f  the H i l l s  a move which 

would p r e c i p i t a t e  an Indian war and s e t t l e  fo re v e r  the prob­

lem o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  th is  quarrelsome t r i b e .

The rush began in the spring o f  1875 and by summer 

f i v e  or s ix  hundred miners had invaded the H i l l s .  At f i r s t  

they concentrated t h e i r  mining e f f o r t s  in the c e n tra l  area 

around Harney Peak, where Custer had made his  gold, d iscover­

ies .  Here the miners learned to i d e n t i f y  and work the Black

H i l l s  ( S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s :  I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is t o r ic a l  So-
H T i tÿ ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  33.
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H i l l s  p lace rs  and began to formulate  the laws and customs 

which p r e v a i le d  throughout the rush. The federa l  government, 

however, was s e n s i t iv e  about i t s  t r e a t y  o b l ig a t io n s  to  the  

Indians and a t  f i r s t  used the Army to  guard the H i l l s  and 

e je c t  t respassing miners, w h i le  the Department o f  the i n t e ­

r i o r  bargained fo r  the disputed t e r r i t o r y .  When n e g o t ia t io n s  

broke down due to excessive Indian demands fo r  compensation 

the s o ld ie rs  were withdrawn and the rush allowed to proceed 

w ithou t  hindrance.

This new permissiveness on the p a r t  o f  the government 

came j u s t  In t ime, fo r  the p r o f i t a b l e  p lace rs  o f  the northern  

H i l l s  were discovered in the f a l l  o f  1875. By the spring o f  

1 8 7 6  thousands o f  miners had f locked in to  Deadwood Gulch and 

begun the mining operat ions  which made the Black H i l l s  f a ­

mous. G radu a l ly  the p lace rs  "played o u t , "  and the miners  

turned t h e i r  a t t e n t io n  to the hardrock ores .  The end o f  the  

Sioux War in the f a l l  o f  1876 and the n e g o t ia t io n  o f  a t r e a t y  

fo r  the H i l l s  in February, 1877 gave the miners c le a r  t i t l e  

to the land and a t t r a c t e d  the c a p i t a l  which had p re v io u s ly  

feared to en te r  the d isputed t e r r i t o r y .  The H i l l s  continued  

to be w i l d  and lawless,  but once mining became a business  

ra th er  than an adventure the gold rush was over.

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  to make an accura te  es t im ate  o f  Black  

H i l l s  gold production during the e a r l y  years o f  the rush.

Gold c i r c u l a t e d  f r e e l y  as currency, was c a r r ie d  out o f  the  

H i l l s  by the  miners themselves, and on ly  p a r t  o f  the t o t a l
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produced passed through commercial channels and was recorded.  

The South Dakota School o f  Mines has o f fe r e d  the fo l lo w in g  

f I g u r e s ;

1876  $ 1 , 2 0 0 ,0 0 0
1877   2 ,000,000
1878   2 ,250,000
1879 ..........................................  2 ,5 00 ,0 00
1880’ .  ...................  3 ,3 05 ,84 3

The su sp ic iou s ly  rounded amounts p r i o r  to 1880 suggest th a t

no r e l i a b l e  data were a v a i l a b l e  before  th a t  da te .  Contempo­

ra ry  est im ates  were n e a r ly  tw ice  as l a r g e . 3

Populat ion f ig u re s  be fo re  1880 were a ls o  open to  

qu est ion .  The Census o f  1880 counted 16,486 persons in 

Lawrence, Pennington, and Custer  coun t ies ,  w i t h  town popula­

t io n s  as fo l lows :

Anchor C i t y ..............  291 Minneapolis  ...........  35
Centra l  C i t y  ............ 1 ,008 M y e r s v i l l e  .............  103
Crook C i t y ................. ICO Pennington .............. 51
Custer ..........................  271 Rapid C i t y   292
Oeadwood .....................  3 ,777 Rochford ..................  315
Diamond C i t y  ............  30 R o c k e r v i l l e   321
El izabethtown .......... 316 Sheridan ..................  142
Galena ..........................  59 South Bend .............  209
G a y v i l l e  .....................  130 Spearf ish  ................ 170
Hayward .......................  38 S turg is  ....................  60
Lead   1,437 T e r r a v i l l e   775

The balance o f  the populat ion was o f  course s c a t te re d  among

in d iv id u a l  mines, ranches, and u n i d e n t i f i e d  hamlets.  A f a i r

guess would be th a t  from 1874 to  1880 more than t h i r t y  thou-

3"Gold Production o f  the  Black H i l l s , "  Black H i l l s  
E ng in eer . X V I I I  (January 1930) ,  77. Peter  Rosen, Pa-Ha-Sa-  
Pan (S t T  Louis: Nixon-Jones P r in t in g  Company, 1895) ,  348-
49 ,  gives the fo l lo w in g :  1878, $3 ,50 0 ,0 0 0 ;  1879, $ 4 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 ;
1880, $ 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,  which more n e a r ly  approach the f ig u re s  com­
monly accepted a t  the t ime.
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sand men passed through the H i l l s .  Of a l l  the towns, Dead- 

wood (which included E l izabeth tow n,  G a y v i l l e ,  and South Bend) 

was the la rg e s t  and the w i ld e s t :  In 1881 i t s  Board o f  Trade

h a p p i ly  bragged th a t  i t  had " the  p r e t t i e s t  women, the bravest  

men, the l a z i e s t  dogs, the meekest hackmen, the homeliest  

newspaper re p o r te rs ,  and the t o n ie s t  b a r - te n d ers  in the  

w o r ld ." ^

Although the H i l l s  have continued to produce gold to 

the p re s e n t ,  and indeed even enjoyed a cons iderab le  boom dur­

ing the depression o f  the 1930 's , o th e r  in d u s t r ie s  have long 

since supplanted gold mining. The la rg e s t  business in the  

H i l l s  is probably  ranching. As e a r l y  as 1879 150,000 c a t t l e  

grazed in and around the H i l l s  as the  d isappoin ted  miners 

turned to  less spectacu lar  but s t e a d ie r  employment. Farming, 

too,  played i t s  p a r t  in keeping the miners in the H i l l s  fo r  

the c l im a te  and so i l  lend themselves to the production o f  

hay, o a ts ,  and pota toes .  Lumbering, based on ample supplies  

o f  p in e ,  has been another steady source o f  income, a t  f i r s t  

supplying the mines w i th  t imbers and f u e l ,  and l a t e r  pro ­

ducing fo r  shipment out o f  the a re a .  Since the v i s i t  o f  

President  C a lv in  Coolidge in 1927, the  t o u r i s t  t ra d e  has 

grown s t e a d i l y  u n t i l  today i t  is one o f  the major in d u s t r ie s .

^U. S . ,  Tenth Census (Washington: Government P r i n t ­
ing O f f i c e ,  1881) , I ,  52 -53 ,  115-16. H. N. Maguire 's  f i g ­
ures ,  in the  Rochford Black H i l l s  C e n t r a l . 30 March 1879, 
are s u r p r i s i n g l y  c lose to the next y e a r 's  o f f i c i a l  ones. 
Oeadwood Board o f  Trade, The Black H i l l s  o f  Dakota. 1881 
(Deadwood: D a i ly  Pioneer Book and Job O f f i c e ,  1881) , 6.
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The t r a d i t i o n s  o f  gold rush times s t i l l  l in g e r  in 

the H i l l s .  A f t e r  a storm small boys s t i l l  s h u f f l e  through 

muddy s t r e e t s ,  hoping to f in d  a nugget washed down from some 

yet undiscovered mine. Land buyers argue over "mineral  

r ig h ts "  when the  time comes to sign a deed. The Homestake, 

now mellowed w i t h  age, pays i t s  steady d iv idends,  but i t  is 

the on ly  gold mine s t i l l  in o p e ra t io n .  The highways, i t  is 

t ru e ,  are  l in ed  w i th  cheap t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  but the s ide  —  

roads are  much as they used to be, and a t  the end o f  them 

heaps o f  t a i l i n g s ,  gaping holes ,  and crumbling m i l l s  mark 

e a r ly  mining e f f o r t s  and br ing to mind the days gone by.

None o f  the o ld  t imers is s t i l l  a l i v e ,  but t h e i r  sons and 

daughters s t i l l  remember the ta le s  they to ld  about the w i ld  

old  days, when adventure stood by a man's elbow, fo r tune  

lay a t  the t i p  o f  h is  shovel, and i t  was good to be a l i v e .
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APPENDIX I

MINING LAWS OF THE CHEYENNE MINING DISTRICT 

BEAR ROCK, NEAR CUSTER, BLACK HILLS, D. T. 

ADOPTED 11 JUNE 1875

This d i s t r i c t  commences a t  the  Stockade and extends 
to the head w aters  o f  French Creek and from Summit to sum- 
mi t .

A Quartz  Claim s h a l l  not exceed f i f t e e n  hundred fe e t
in length or  one hundred and f i f t y  f e e t  on each s ide  o f
C rev ic e .

A p l a c e r  c la im  cons is ts  o f  th re e  hundred fe e t  up ,or  
down the Gulch, and extends from base to  base.

Any Miner leav ing  th e re  Claims fo r  f i f t e e n  days w i t h ­
out a r e p r e s e n t a t io n ,  and th a t  to  co n s is t  o f  a days labor  
w i t h  a shovel and p i c k ,  a t  any one t im e s h a l l  f o r f e i t  them.

The Mining Season w i l l  c lose  on the  f i f t e e n t h  o f
November and remain closed u n t i l  th e  1st day o f  May o f  each 
year.

No flume or  S lu ices  s h a l l  empty on another  Miners  
Claim w i th o u t  h is  permiss ion.

Every Miner s h a l l  have the  r i g h t  to  d ig  a d ra in  d i tc h
or T a i l  row through another Miners C la im - -

Five days w i l l  be given to prospect any one c la im
in .  Claims not recorded in th a t  t ime w i l l  be considered  
vacant ground.

Claims taken up in Company a f t e r  being d u ly  recorded 
can be represented by one o r  more o f  the  Company, but they  
must be recorded by the  in d iv id u a l  owning them.
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The Recorders fee fo r  recording Cla ims, p ro p e r ly  
Measuring them, fu rn is h in g  a C e r t i f i c a t e  and numbering the  
Claims, w i l l  be two d o l la r s  fo r  each Claim.

The Recorders du t ie s  w i l l  be to keep a c o r r e c t  l i s t  
o f  a l l  the  c la im s ,  keep the records o f  the d i s t r i c t .  Issue 
not ices  o f  the Meetings, Measure the Claims when requested  
to do so, open the Meetings and p re s id e  w i t h  th e  p res id e n t  
over a l l  Meetings. And a lso  keep a Correct  p l a t  o f  the  Gulch 
to g ive  In form at ion  to those seeking Claims In our d i s t r i c t .

Every Miner Is e n t i t l e d  to a Claim In every  Gulch 
and along every Creek In t h is  D i s t r i c t .

The w a te r  sh a l l  be returned to the Bed o f  the  Creek,  
or on the su r fa ce ,  a t  or  b e fore  reaching the end o f  every  
Miner or  Miners Claims, no w ater  r ig h ts  sh a l l  be taken or r e ­
corded. Along t h i s  Creek, the w ater  w i l l  be f r e e  to  a l l .
No T a i l in g s  s h a l l  be dumped on another  Miners Cla im, w ithou t  
his consent .

The Claims w i l l  be numbered. Commencing a t  the Bear 
Rock Claim, numbering up and down the Gulch from th a t  Claim,  
numbers running each way from t h e r e .  None o f  these laws can 
be changed w i th o u t  a t w o - t h i r d  vote  and no one w i l l  be a l ­
lowed to  vo te  a t  a Miners M eet ing ,  excepting those holding  
Claims In t h is  D i s t r i c t  and those Claims Recorded.

The Recorder w i l l  post up Not ices o f  a Meeting a t  
leas t  f i v e  days be fore  the  Meeting In four Conspicuous 
places .

A Stake must be e rec ted  a t  th e  end o f  each Claim o f  
four by s ix  Inches In th ickness two and one h a l f  f e e t  In the  
ground, four  foo t  out o f  the  ground w i th  a face and the num­
ber and owner o f  the Claim w r i t t e n  In p la in  l e t t e r s  and 
f ig u r e s ,  thereon ,  on or  be fore  the  10th day o f  August '75 .

These Mining Laws, Made on June 11th 1875, where 
[ s i c ] signed by the fo l lo w in g  miners

W. Harr ison  W. T r a ln o r  Alvah Trask
D. A ls ton  W. T l l l o t s o n
J. McCrary J.  Cavlness
J r .  Umphrey J.  S t r a t e r
G. Donahue C. P h i l l i p s
J .  Crosby W. P o r te r
H. BIshope E. Haggarty

June 27th these Laws, where [ s i c ] signed by the  f o l ­
lowing, who endorsed them--
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B. Van Horn
C. Cribbs
C. Blackburn 
0. K l in e
J,
J
J,
C,
P,

Dunn 
Baxter  
B lake 
Chaffee  
Cummings

J. H i l l
G. Carpenter
H. Cunningham 
L. Smi th
W. McKee
C. Gable
H. Nelson 
J. Beardsley
F. Hoffman

George W i l l iam s
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GENERAL CROOK'S PROCLAMATION, 1875 

ORDERING THE MINERS TO LEAVE 

THE BLACK HILLS .

Proclamation

Whereas the P re s id e n t  o f  the  U n ited  S ta tes  has d i ­
rected th a t  No Miners o r  o th e r  unau thor ized  C i t i z e n s  s h a l l  
be a l lowed to remain in the  Indian Reservat ion  o f  the  Black  
H i l l s ,  or  in the unceded t e r r i t o r y  to  the  West, u n t i l  some 
new t r e a t y  arrangements have been made w i t h  the Ind ians .
And

X Whereas by the  same a u t h o r i t y  th e  undersigned is
d i r e c te d  to occupy Said Reservat ion and T e r r i t o r y  w i t h  Troops 
and to  remove a l l  M iners o r  o ther  unau tho r ized  C i t i z e n s  who 
may be now or  May h e r e a f t e r  come in t o  t h i s  Country in V i o l a ­
t io n  o f  the t r e a t y  O b l ig a t io n s .  T h e re fo re  the undersigned  
hereby requ ires  every Miner or  unau thor ized  C i t i z e n  to  leave  
the T e r r i t o r y  Known as the  Black H i l l s ,  th e  Powder R iv e r ,  and
Big Horn Country, by o r  be fo re  the 15th day o f  August N e x t . - -
He hopes th a t  the good Sense and la w -a b id in g  d i s p o s i t io n  o f  
the Miners w i l l  prompt them to  obey t h i s  o rde r  w i th o u t  Com­
p e l l i n g  a re so r t  to  f o r c e . - -

X I t  is Suggested t h a t  the Miners now in the H i l l s  as ­
semble a t  the M i l i t a r y  Post ,  about to be e s ta b l is h e d  a t  Camp 
Harney Near the Stockade on French Creek,  on o r  be fo re  the  
10th day o f  August; t h a t  they th e re ,  and then ,  hold a meet­
ing and take  Such Steps as May Seem best to  them, by o r g a n i ­
z a t io n  and d r a f t i n g  o f  proper  r e s o lu t i o n s ,  to  secure to each,  
when t h i s  Country s h a l l  have been opened, the  b e n e f i t  o f  h is  
d is c o v e r ie s ,  and the  labor  he has a l r e a d y  expended.

Camp Crook DT ) ( Sgd) George Crook
J u ly  29 1875) B r i g a d ie r  General U .S .A .

Com'd'g Dept, o f  the P l a t t e

[From The Black H i l l s  E n g in e e r . X V I I I  (January  1930) ,  4 2 . ]
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APPENDIX I I I 

GLOSSARY OF MINING TERMS

Adi t ; a mine tu n n e l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  one used to  g ive  access to  
o ther  workings.

Ama1 gam ; m ix tu re  o f  gold and mercury.

B a l l  m i l l ; dev ice  used to  gr ind  ore to  a powder by tumbling  
Tt in an enclosed c o n ta in e r  to g e th e r  w i t h  s tee l  
b a l l s .

Bar down : to  remove, w i th  a long iron ba r ,  the loose rock
remaining overhead a f t e r  a b l a s t .

Bed ro c k ; s o l id  rock underneath the d i r t  and g ra v e l .

B lo c k - h o l in q ; breaking up la rge  boulders and pieces o f  rock  
wi tn dynami te .

Blower ; a shal low metal t r a y  in to  which gold dust was poured 
and the  l i g h t e r  d i r t  and sand blown from i t .

Button ; m e t a l l i c  res idue remaining a f t e r  the  assaying p ro c ­
ess.

Cage ; p la t fo rm  used to h o is t  men up a mine s h a f t .

Cap ; a heavy t im ber  c r o s s -p ie c e ,  supported by a " s t u 11,"  
and used to hold up the  roof o f  a mine.

Cement o r e s : p l a c e r  grave ls  bound to g e th e r  w i th  iron o x id e ,
which, a l though a l l u v i a l ,  o f te n  had to  be mined l i k e  
hardrock d e po s i ts .

C h lo r in e  p ro c es s ; a method o f  reducing r e f r a c t o r y  ore w i th  
s a l t  and s u lp h u r ic  a c id .

C la im : ( a )  to  lay  c la im  to  a d e f i n i t e  p ie c e  o f  mining ground;
(b )  th e  ground so c la im ed,  th re e  hundred fe e t  a long a
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stream, 0 £  a c la im  th ree  hundred by f i f t e e n  hundred 
f e e t  along a mineral  ve in .

Colors ; t i n y  f la k e s  o f  go ld,  o f ten  not worth saving,  but
in d i c a t i v e  o f  the  presence o f  more v a lu a b le  deposits  
nearby.

Cupel : a bone-ash cup, used in assaying.

Cyanide process; a method used to d is s o lv e  the gold out o f  
r e f r a c t o r y  ores w i th  sodium or  potassium cyanide.

D r i f t : a mine tu n n e l ,  e s p e c ia l l y  one w i t h  a working face
a t  one end.

Flume; a wooden trough used to c a r ry  w ate r .

F re e -m i11in q : ore  from which the gold can be e x t r a c t e d  by
mecnani c a 1 means.

Glory h o l e : a funnel-shaped shaft  in to  which ore  is thrown
and drawn o f f  through a tunnel below.

Go 1d pan : a shallow iron pan, about th re e  inches deep and
eighteen inches across,  w i th  a w ide ,  f l a r i n g  rim,  
used fo r  washing gold.

Greenhorn : an inexper ienced or  youth fu l  newcomer.

G r i z z l y : device made o f  iron b a r s , d e s i g n e d  to  keep out
pieces o f  o re  too large to pass through the machinery  
o f  a m i l l .

Hardrock: a mining area  o th e r  than p l a c e r ,  where the  ore is
composed not o f  gravel  but o f  s o l id  rock.

Headframe ; the framework over a mine s h a f t  used to  h o is t  
the men and ore  from below.

Lagging : poles o r  boards braced aga ins t  the w a l ls  and roof
o f  a shaf t  or  tunnel to keep loose rock or d l r t  from 
c o l la p s in g .

Loca te : to lay c la im  to  a mineral  c la im ,  mark i t  p r o p e r ly ,
and record the  t i t l e .

Messenger :  ̂ guard who accompanied gold shipments, e i t h e r
^ r id in g  shotgun" on the stage or  on horseback beside  
i t .

M in e r 's  in c h : the amount o f  w ater  which w i l l  f low through a
one-inch opening under s ix  inches o f  w ater  pressure .
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M in e r 's  spoon; a h a l f - c y l i n d e r  o f  m e ta l ,  a t tached  to a long 
rod, used fo r  d ipping p u lv e r iz e d  rock out o f  a d r i l l  
hole.

Muckinq; loading broken rock in to  the  ore ca rs .

Pan ; to wash out gold from gravel  in a gold pan; f i g u r a t i v e ­
ly ,  to come to a conclus ion,  as in " to  pan out w e l l . "

Patent ; the t i t l e  to  land issued by the United S ta tes .

P lacer  ; a p lace  where a l l u v i a l  gold is found in g ra v e l ,
usual 1 y in a va 1 ley .

P i I q r i m ; a man headed fo r  or j u s t  come to the mines; by ex-  
tens i on , any m in e r .

Powder ; in the e a r l y  days, b lack  gunpowder; now g e n e ra l ly
dynamite, which was a t  f i r s t  known as " g ia n t  powder."

Quartz ; a .w h i t e ,  glassy rock, o f te n  c o n ta in in g  gold.  I t
was the most conspicuous s u r face  in d ic a t io n  o f  hard­
rock gold depo s its .

R a is e : a sh a f t  dug upward from a tu n n e l .

R e f ra c to ry  : o re  from which the gold cannot be e x t ra c te d  by
mechanical means, but re q u ire s  smelt ing or  chemical 
t r e a tm e n t .

Represent : to  work on a mining c la im  in order  to continue
in possession.

R e to r t  : (a )  device  f o T  d i s t i l l i n g  o f f  the mercury from a
gold-mercury amalgam; (b )  the lump o f  gold r e s u l t in g  
from the d i s t i l l a t i o n .

R ic h : p r o f i t a b l e ,  f u l l  o f  gold.

Rimrock: the exposed bedrock a t  the  sides o f  a v a l l e y .

Rocker : hand-operated device  used to  a g i t a t e  gravel  and
w ater  to remove the gold from them.

S a l t : to  a r t i f i c i a l l y  en r ic h  a mine or  p la c e r  in o rder  to
s e l 1 i t .

Shrinkage s to p in q : removing the o re  from beneath,  the miners
standing on the broken rock as they d ig  t h e i r  way 
upwa rd .

S in k : to  dig a mine sh a f t  downward.
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S l u i c e : a s e r ie s  o f  wooden troughs l ined  w i t h  o b s t ru c t io n s ,
used fo r  washing out la rg e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  p la c e r  
g r a v e l .

Smelter  : furnace fo r  e x t r a c t i n g  metal from ores by the ap-
p 1i c a t io n  o f  h e a t .

Sp i t t e r : a p iece  o f  fuse used to l i g h t  o th e r  fuses.

Sponge : the  porous gold remaining a f t e r  the mercury had been
d i s t i l l e d  o f f  a go ld-mercury  amalgam.

Stake o u t : to lo ca te  and p r o p e r ly  mark a c la im .

S to p e : a d r i f t  o r  r a is e  run upward in to  ore  from beneath.

Stu 1 1 : a heavy t im b e r ,  placed v e r t i c a l l y  to support e i t h e r
the rock i t s e l f  or  o t h e r  t im bers ,  c a l l e d  "caps" which 
held up the roof .

T a i l i n q s : sand l e f t  a f t e r  ore  has been ground and the  gold
e x t ra c te d  from i t .

T ram : a small wheeled car  used to  c a r ry  rock and o r e ,  u s u a l ­
ly running on small t r a c k s .

Vug : a hollow in the o re ,  o f te n  l in e d  w i th  b r i l l i a n t
c r y s t a l  s.

W in ze : a s h a f t  dug downward from a tu nn e l .


