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PREFACE

In this study, an effort has been made to present a
broad overview of the history of the Oklahoma educational
institution known today as Rogers State College. The school
has, from its inception, survived opposition and controversy
regarding both its purpose and existence. From its humble
beginning as Eastern University Preparatory School through
its glory days as Oklahoma Military Academy to its
tumultuous changeover to a comprehensive community college,
its mission has always been to educate and serve its
students and the community which has been its home.

The author will first examine the conditions of
education at statehood, the effects of politics upon the
life of Eastern University Preparatory School, and the
concern of the community for the development of higher
education. As will be seen, all of this political activity
and community involvement preceded and culminated in the
establishment of Eastern University Preparatory School and
ultimately brought about its demise.

The author will focus on the rise and fall of the
institution's most patriotic and perhaps significant era
when it was known as Oklahoma Military Academy. There were
sweeping changes in the attitudes of both our nation and the

local community between the time Oklahoma Military Academy
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was established (shortly after World War I) and the time of
its demise (which occurred toward the end of the
controversial and unpopular Vietnam Conflict). It is the
author's intent to create within these pages a setting for
the drama which unfolded at this institution among the young
cadets who so skillfully played their parts in the drama and
in the larger drama of warfare which often followed their
training. Additionally, the common experiences in the life
of the cadet at OMA will be discussed, since history does
not soclely consist of major events but also the recording of
daily life.

Finally, the author will discuss the demise of Oklahoma
Military Academy, focusing especially on the political and
societal pressures involved in the state legislature's
decision to close the doors on the glory days of Oklahoma
Military Academy forever and to open them to a broader
community base . . . the community which for so long had
been home, controversies notwithstanding, to the college on
the hill. Even after the sweeping changes that gave birth
to Claremore Junior College, the institution continued to
change and grow in scope to bring ever broadening
educational opportunities to area residents.

The author will briefly explore this expansion and
examine what the future might hold for the institution now
known as Rogers State College. It seems an irony that the
institution has come full circle in its original mission

since its days of Eastern University Preparatory School.
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Today, Rogers State College offers not only college
preparatory courses, but military training as well and a
full two-year college program. This ironic cycle be
discussed in the historical perspective this paper attempts
to address.

Regarding the methodology used in this paper, the
author generally followed traditional research methods in
gathering information for this paper. The author chose to
emphasize the human side of the institution's history rather
than just the bare facts and events of history.
Consequently, personal interviews with those who have worked
and attended the school as well as documents containing
personal recollections were both heavily used. In addition,
the author's twelve years of employment at what is now
Rogers State College provided a general knowledge of and
appreciation for the school's history.

Before proceeding with the body of the dissertation, I
believe it is appropriate at this point to personally thank
those who have helped bring this aissertation to a
culmination. There are many individuals who made this
project possible, and I could not possibly mention everyone;
however, I will attempt to identify a few individuals and
organizations that I feel went beyond the call of duty.
First, I appreciate the support, guidance, patience and
mentorship that was given to me during this project by the
members of the Oklahoma State University Educational

Administration and Higher Education Department. I would



especially like to thank Dr. Thomas A. Karman, my committee
chair, and the members of my committee, Dr. John Gardiner,
Dr. James Key and Dr. Robert Kamm. They all were very
tolerant, helpful and unfailing in providing their guidance
to the very end.

I am also indebted to the faculty, staff and
administration of Rogers State College and the Rogers State
College Foundation for usage of their historical records
from the Oklahoma Military Academy era.

I wish to express thanks for research assistance to the
staff at the Will Rogers Memorial, the Oklahoma Historical
Society and the Rogers State College Library, particularly
Mr. Allen Lawless. Thanks must alsc go to Gay Stack, Teresa
Slate, Jane Duff, and Julie Luscomb for all their technical
and editing assistance.

I am forever grateful to all of the ever patient
interviewees for answering the endless questions, enduring
the sometimes second interview, and checking the final
product for accuracy.

Finally, I am also very grateful to my children, Autumn
and Todd, for their patience, support and understanding

during this very stressful and demanding process.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Overview and Purpose

Oklahoma history is filled with rich and colorful
characters who staged a drama in the wild frontiers known
prior to statehood as Indian Territory and Oklahoma
Territory. The story of merging these two polarized
territories into the great State of Oklahoma sets the stage
for many personal struggles and political battles over the
establishment of state institutions and the leaders who
would govern them. Oklahoma history is essentially the
story of these characters, their disappointing failures, and
their glorious achievements.

One scene in this drama is the creation of excellent
and equal educational opportunities for all citizens of both
territories,l-primarily the Indians of The Five Civilized
Tribes who resided in Indian Territory and the white
settlers who were attempting to tame the western frontier of
Oklahoma Territory. This drama unfolded amid controversy
and political gamesmanship during the territorial phases
prior to statehood and particularly after statehood in 1907.
What is interesting and perhaps ironic, considering the

contemporary educational issues in the forefront of Oklahoma



politics today, is the condition of the educational system
as it stood at statehood in 1907.

When statehood arrived after much dissention between
the two territories, educational systems had been developed
and implemented which were far superior to any other new
state being admitted to the Union (Davison, 1950-51).
Oklahoma Territory and Indian Territory had been populated
rather quickly by settlers from other states which already
had educational systems in place. This included The Five
Civilized Tribes’ national systems of education which gave
Oklahoma a distinct advantage over most new, developing
states (Davison, 1950-51).

With this advantage, it is no wonder that excellent
schools would emerge in the new state. It is the intent
here to focus on the development and growth of one such
Oklahoma educational institution, known today as Rogers
State College (RSC) in Claremore, Oklahoma.

Rogers State College has a proud history beginning in
1909 - just two years after statehood - as Eastern
University Preparatory School. After some political
controversy culminating in the elimination of
appropriations, the original preparatory school closed its
doors in the spring of 1917. It was resurrected just two
years later as Oklahoma Military Academy (OMA) and remained
as such until 1971. At that time it gave way to the state
legislature’s mandates, the intense anti-military sentiment

during the Vietnam Crisis, and the community’s changing



needs to become Claremore Junior College (CJC). The school
was renamed Rogers State College on July 1, 1982, to reflect
more adequately the institution’s commitment to providing
educational services to a broader based community which
includes not only the main campus but outreach centers and
telecourses offered by KXON TV-35, the college’s own
television station (Mosier, 1991).2

Although it is the author’s intent to provide a history
of the college from its beginning in 1909 to the
establishment of Claremore Junior College, the primary focus
will be on that glorious time in the college’s history known
as "The Golden Years," the years in which Oklahoma Military
Academy graced College Hill as one of the finest military
academies in the nation.

OMA has a proud heritage and an extensive register of
graduates who have gone on to become great leaders, both
military and civilian. This study would be incomplete
without paying honorable tribute to those Oklahoma Military
Academy graduates who served bravely, risking life and limb,
and in particular those who sacrificed their very lives for
this country during World War II, the Korean War and the
Vietnam Conflict. It is the author’s intent to present a
study, or human drama, if you will, of the ordinary and
extraordinary people who made this institution great.
Eastern University Preparatory School, Oklahoma Military
Academy, Claremore Junior College and Rogers State College

are the stories of the characters who lived the drama.



Toward the end of its days, Oklahoma Military Academy
was perceived by some to be little more than a boarding
school designed to discipline troubled boys or borderline
juvenile delinquents. That seems to have been an image
problem with military academies in general, but particularly
at Oklahoma Military Academy toward its final days (Mosier,
1991). Even though this was the truth in some instances, it
was certainly not correct for its entire history. OMA had a
proud record of instilling in young boys the values of
tradition, dedication and duty. Oklahoma Military Academy
produced many heroes, both on the battlefield and in the
civilian world.

One OMA graduate, Edwin Price Ramsey, co-author of

Lieutenant Ramsey’s War, described the atmosphere he found

at OMA.
Oklahoma Military Academy, near Claremore,
was a bastion of the old army. It worshiped the
values of nineteenth-century warfare and informed
them only slightly with the lessons of the
twentieth. It was a West Point of the prairie
with a righteous love for American military
tradition embodied in the horse (Ramsey and
Rivele, 1990, p. 12).
Apparently OMA had a positive and lasting influence on
Ramsey, as it did for so many others who remain to tell
their stories and for those who have gone on to become
immortalized as great American heroes who laid down the
supreme sacrifice with honor and courage.

For more than eighty years, the hill above Claremore

has symbolized quality education and service to the

residents of Claremore and surrounding communities. During



those eighty years, many dramatic events in the political
arena have had a significant impact in shaping and changing
the direction of the educational structure and objectives of
College Hill. This study will show that although many
sweeping changes have occurred, particularly the demise of a
great military institution, one thing always remained
constant . . . dedication to meeting northeastern Oklahoma’s
need for quality education. The institution has, in fact,
come full circle in its primary objective as a preparatory
school; it remains loyal to its proud military roots, as
well as providing a two-year college curriculum and
continuing education for the vastly differing needs of the
community.

This study will also note the history of the tumultuous
relationship between Claremore, the governing bodies of
state education, and the ever changing college. It is
precisely this tumultuous relationship between the college
and the city of Claremore and surrounding communities that
provides the backdrop for the magnificent drama that has
taken place on College Hill for more than eighty years.

Let’s start at the beginning, a great drama itself

known as Oklahoma Statehood.



End Notes

'The attempt to provide equal educational opportunities
at state funded schools for residents of both territories is
illustrated by the following table:

TABLE T

A LIST OF OKLAHOMA INSTITUTIONS INCLUDING
TIME AND PLACE OF ESTABLISHMENT

Oklahoma Territory

Indian Territory

University of Oklahoma at
Norman (1890)

Oklahoma A. & M. College at
Stillwater (1890)

Three Normal Schools:
Central at Edmond (1890)
Northwestern at Alva (1897)
Southwestern at Weatherford
(1901)

Three Agricultural Schools:
Helena (1908)

Lawton (1908)

Goodwell (1908)

One University Preparatory:
School at Tonkawa (1901)

Colored A. & M. University
at Langston (1897)

Oklahoma School of Mines
and Metalurgy at Wilburton
(1908)

Industrial Institute and
College for Girls at
Chickasha (1908)

Three Normal Schools:

East Central at Ada (1909)
Southeastern at Durant
(1909)

Northeastern at Tahlequah
(1909)

Three Agricultural Schools:
Broken Arrow (1908)
Tishomingo (1908)

Warner (1908)

One University Preparatory:
School at Claremore (1909)

Miami School of Mines at
Miami (1919)

It is interesting to note that Eastern State University
Preparatory school was the state's provision for a
preparatory school in Indian Territory (Robards, 1947).



2The following table listing the school’s presidents
throughout its history is provided at this point for
reference:

TABLE IT

THE PRESIDENTS OF COLLEGE HILL

Dr Edmund Dandridge Murdaughmu S 1909-1911

Dr. J. H. Bayes 1911-1913
Mr. S. M. Barrett 1913-1917
Col. S. M. Barrett 1919-1925
Col. Walter E. Downs 1925-1941
Capt. John C. Hamilton 1941-1945
Col. Kenneth S. Perkins 1945-1949
Col. Homer W. Ledbetter 1949-1965
Gen. John F. Smoller 1965-1969
Col. John E. Horne 1969-1972
Dr. Richard H. Mosier 1972-

kHamllton, 1990)



CHAPTER IT

EASTERN UNIVERSITY PREPARATORY SCHOOL:

THE BIRTH OF AN INSTITUTION

Prior to statehood in 1907, what would later become the
State of Oklahoma was divided into two separate territories,
Oklahoma Territory to the west including the panhandle and
Indian Territory to the east. Oklahoma Territory was under
the jurisdiction of the federal government. On the other
hand, Indian Territory was protected by treaty, and the
federal government had no jurisdiction to interfere in the
management of those lands. The Dawes Commission set the
stage for the passage of the Enabling Act which provided for
the joining of the two territories to form the State of
Oklahoma. The Enabling Act, passed in June 16, 1906,
specified that delegates from the two territories and the
Osage Reservation be elected to write a state constitution.
All of this set the stage for President Theodore Roosevelt
to sign a proclamation declaring Oklahoma a State of the

. Union on November 16, 1907 (Debo, 1949).
Need for a Preparatory School

Shortly after statehood, amid controversies between

what had been the two territorial lands and their political



advocates, the Second Legislative session convened in
Guthrie in 1909. The establishment of an additional
institution of higher education in the old Indian Territory
was a foregone conclusion (Ledbetter, 1950), for prior to
the establishment of a preparatory school at Claremore, the
residents of the northeastern section of the state were
provided with very meager means of education for the young
people of that area. There were no preparatory or high
schools in Claremore or Rogers County and probably not more
than three in all of northeastern Oklahoma (Ledbetter,
1950) .

As initially written, House Bill 362 called for the
school to be established at Holdenville, but Representative
C. S. Wortman of Rogers County was successful in amending
the bill so that when it was finally passed and signed by
Governor Howell on March 25, 1909, the Eastern University
Preparatory School was securely located at Claremore. House
Bill 362, which made this provision, stated that:

The object of the school shall be to educate
boys and girls in all branches up to and necessary
for admission to the freshman class in the State
University or other institutions of higher
education.

In addition:

The schools shall be under the control and
management of a board of regents composed of the
University Preparatory Board. The board of
regents shall have power to do all things
necessary to build, equip and maintain said
school, except to expend money not appropriated

(Oklahoma Session Laws, 1909).

This last exception would prove fatal for Eastern University



10
Preparatory School just eight years after its triumphant

beginning.

Political Struggle to Establish EUPS at Claremore

The location of the new school in old Indian Territory
was a hotly debated issue in the legislature. One
legislator in particular, Representative Humphreys from
Atoka, attempted another amendment to the bill to locate the
school in his home district, but his attempt was obviously
unsuccessful (House Journal, Regular Session, Second
Legislature, 1909). Those in Claremore, including the
Claremore Commercial Club, which so strongly supported the
creation of a preparatory school could finally celebrate

(The Claremore Progress, July 7, 1909).

The granddaughter of Representative Wortman reported in
a conversation with the current Rogers State College
President, Dr. Richard Mosier, that Wortman loved to tell
the story of his return to Claremore by train shortly after
disclosure of the location of the new school had been made
to the local citizenry. According to his account, he was
met by a cheering throng of supporters who by torchlight
bore him upon their shoulders to the lobby of the main hotel
in Claremore where the celebration lasted into the wee hours
of the morning. Whether this was actual fact or embellished
family folklore, it certainly is indicative of the spirit of
enthusiasm with which this new school was anticipated by

Claremore residents and the political maneuvering
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surrounding the establishment of this institution.

In spite of this early jubilation, there was one
immediate problem. Educational institutions need land to
develop and grow. Oklahoma's early territorial officials
took steps to acquire generous endowments for state school
lands. In Oklahoma Territory from two to four sections of
land in each township had been set aside for public
education (Davison, 1950-51). At statehood, Oklahoma
Territory received in excess of three million acres from the
Federal Government to be set aside for school use or school
benefit. As a result of this extra allocation of state land
for educational purposes, Oklahoma's school endowment is one
of the largest in the nation (Davison, 1950-51). The
problem with locating Eastern University Preparatory School
in Claremore, which was at that time in the middle of Indian
Territory, arose because Congress had no authority to set
aside public land in Indian Territory for public school use,
due to the fact that by treaty this land belonged to the
Indians. In lieu of land allocations in Indian Territory,
Congress did appropriate over five million dollars for the

use and benefit of Oklahoma's schools (Davison, 1950-51).
Land Requirements and Adequate Funding

However a problem still remained. Even though the
Second Legislature approved the establishment of Eastern
University Preparatory School at Claremore, there was no

appropriated land on which to build. Nevertheless, the
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citizens of Claremore, eager as they were to claim this
school in their city, rallied to donate funds to purchase
the needed lands and, in fact, acquired enough land to
exceed the land requirements established for such an
institution (Claremore Daily Progress, 1910).

To meet the legislature's land requirement, the editor

of The Claremore Progress and his brothers provided the

leadership which led to the purchase of 40 acres of the
headright of Minnie Talbert, a Cherokee woman, as the site
for the new school from George W. and Abbie E. Talbert,
husband and wife, on January 27, 1910, for presentation to
the State of Oklahoma. The purchase price was $3,000. In
response, the legislature appropriated $85,000 for the
building and maintenance of the school, and construction of
the first building on the hill was begun. The building was
aptly named Preparatory Hall and has become a majestic
landmark and symbol of history, tradition and education for
the citizens of Claremore. Today, the building houses
administrative offices.

Undaunted by the delay in acquiring land and
appropriations for construction of facilities, the first
students at Eastern University Preparatory School attended
classes in the ocld Claremont building in downtown Claremore
while Preparatory Hall was under construction (Robards,
1947) .

Edmond Dandridge Murdaugh, a colorful and somewhat

controversial educator of early Oklahoma, was appointed as
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the first president of the school even though he had at best
a sketchy educational background. Though his tenure was
controversial, he managed to remain president of the school
until 1911 at which time he departed to assume the
presidency of Southeastern State Normal School at Durant,
Oklahoma (Thompson, 1954).

During the time Murdaugh served as president, Eastern
University Preparatory School passed many of the milestones
involved in the creation of a new institute of higher
education. Adequate funding, of course, was of major
concern, and during 1911 President Murdaugh was informed by
the legislature of $40,000 in appropriations for two new
dorms and $25,000 for a central heating plant. These funds
alone made Eastern University Preparatory School one of the

best equipped schools in the state (The Claremore Progress,

February 17, 1911). However, immediately after these funds
were secured, Representatives Chambers and Jeffords and
Senator Graham of Claremore obtained an additional $90,000

appropriation for the school (The Claremore Progress,

February 24, 1911).

The primary mission of the Eastern University
Preparatory School was aptly identified by its title,
"preparatory school." 1Its assigned role was to prepare the
sons and daughters of the Native Americans and the farmers
and ranchers of rural Northeastern Oklahoma for entry as
members of the freshman class to the state universities or

other public and private institutions of higher education.
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Classes, Societies and Extra-curricular Activities

Eastern University Preparatory Schocl was organized to
provide a wide range of educational opportunities. The
curriculum included twelve courses of study in addition to
providing basic leveling courses for those whose academic
background was deficient. The leveling courses, or sub-
freshman curriculum, consisted of classes in English,
mathematics, history and natural science. The twelve
college preparatory courses of study included modern
languages, manual training, scientific, classical,
agriculture, domestic science, telegraphy, commercial,
stenography, homemaking, industrial and the teacher's
certificate course. Within each area of study, the student
was required to take basic classes from various departments
as well as classes pertaining specifically to his/her
selected emphasis. Although established as a preparatory
school, the curriculum was also designed to provide adequate
occupational training for those not able to continue their

studies at a university or college (The Claremore Progress,

September 2, 1910).

Extra-curricular activities were equally varied. By
1916, the football team was the state's best in its class.
Both a Y.M.C.A. and a Y.W.C.A. were established and
affiliated with the organization on a state and national
level (Wilson, 1916). A German Club was organized by
students taking German, and the Spanish club was in great

demand (The Claremore Progress, February 16, 1912). Perhaps
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as a precursor to the school's later function as a military
academy, the school even had a military department (The

Claremore Progress, October 6, 1911). Also, literary

societies such as "Hayne" and "Webster" were established

(The Claremore Progress, November 24, 1911). Many extra-

curricular activities at the school were centered upon these
two primary societies which competed scholastically and
athletically, but the competition in debate was the most
fierce.

By 1916, both attendance and growth at Eastern
University Preparatory School was impressive. Faculty
numbered twenty, with ten male and ten female instructors.
Growth rate per annum hovered around the forty percent mark.
The following table summarizes this growth rate over a three

year period:
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TABLE IIT

EUPS ENROLLMENT FOR YEARS 1914 TO 1916

1914-1915
Regular Term 254
Summer Term 112
Total 314
Increase Over
Previous Year 40%
1915-1916
Regular Term 300
Summer Term 199
Total 449
Increase Over
Previous Year 43%

1916 to Date

Regular Term 253
Expected Increase Over
Previous Year 40%

At the time the above figures were calculated, statistics

for the 1916-1917 school year were not complete. However,
attendance was expected to continue at the past growth rate

(Wilson, 1916).

Community Support and Academic Recognition

Students first moved into Preparatory Hall in 1910 even
though final construction would not be completed until 1912
(Robards, 1947). Since all students either lived in town or
boarded with a family in Claremore, some transportation
problems were a detrimental factor, especially during heavy

rains which made access to the hill impossible. The heavy
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rains would cause Cat Creek to rise and would isolate the
school from the town of Claremore. Classes were either
canceled or postponed until the weather cleared up
(Ledbetter, 1950). In 1914, continuing local support
prompted the city, township, county and state to join
efforts to build a good road to the school from Claremore
(The Claremore Progress, October 22, 1914).

This community support was prevalent throughout the
short history of Eastern University Preparatory School.
Local press coverage often urged citizens to support and
promote the school as a state school rather than just

another high school (The Claremore Progress, January 16,

1914; February 13, 1914; March 16, 1914; March 20, 1914;
January 7, 1915). The local Commercial Club printed a

resolution supporting the school in The Claremore Prodress

which read in part:

. . . We, as a Commercial club, pledge to the
president, Prof. Murdaugh, our undivided support
and active aid in a way that we can to further the
best interests of Claremore; and that the
Commercial club be at his call and command (The
Claremore Progress, July 7, 1909).

The football, baseball and basketball teams also enjoyed
enthusiastic and positive press coverage throughout the year
(The Claremore Progress, May 10, 1912; February 2, 1914; May
8, 1914; October 8, 1914; November 11, 1914; December 2,
1915). The school experienced continuing support from the
Oklahoma legislators from Rogers County who worked to secure
appropriations for ongoing operations and development.

Toward this end, the legislators, faculty, staff and school
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president all worked together (The Claremore Progress, April

1, 1915). By 1914, even the alumni, although small in

numbers, were actively supporting the school (The Claremore

Progress, May 29, 1914; June 4, 1914).
The school also continued to grow academically. In
1914, a library was established with a collection of some

1200 books (The Claremore Progress, April 10, 1914). In the

same year, the State Board of Education made Eastern
University Preparatory School a four year normal school (The
Claremore Progress, April 14, 1914). President J. H. Bayes
was successful in soliciting approval for the establishment
and operation of a summer normal school for teachers (The

Claremore Progress, June 25, 1914).

Additional academic milestones were passed by 1916.
Eastern University Preparatory School gained recognition as
a secondary school accredited by the North Central
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. As a result
of this accreditation, students from the school could enter
major colleges and universities such as Harvard, Yale and

Oxford (The Claremore Progress, March 30, 1916). The North

Central Association also granted Eastern State Preparatory
School the highest ranking of any secondary school in the
state or any bordering state, thereby achieving one of
President's Barrett's goals of obtaining recognition for
students attempting admission to major universities and

colleges both in the United States and abroad (The Claremore

Progress, May 11, 1916; Wilson, 1916).
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During its eight year history, the Eastern University
Preparatory School did not attract the great numbers of
students hoped for, but it did serve the citizens of Rogers
County well as the predecessor of the public schools that
were to be built later throughout the country. The school's
first commencement exercises were held at the Windsor Opera
House on Saturday, June 18, 1910. There were five graduates

(The Claremore Progress, June 17, 1910). By the spring of

1912, enrollment had grown, and fourteen students graduated
from Eastern University Preparatory School. The last class
to graduate from Eastern Preparatory School in the spring of

1917 had increased to twenty-two students (The Claremore

Progress, 1917). With few exceptions, the nearly 100
graduates during the eight years of the school's existence
were the sons and daughters of old Indian families, some of

whom were still living in Rogers County as late as 1990.

Personal Experiences of an EUPS Student

In a special feature story published on November 15,

1990, in the Will Rogers Country News, ninety year-old Mamie

Vincent Lafferty remembered vividly her school days at
Eastern University Preparatory School. Writer Shannon
Cavanaugh wrote that "these fond memories come from the
school days of 1916."

Cavanaugh reported that Lafferty moved from Foyil to
live with a girlfriend when she was only fifteen so that she

could take advantage of getting an education since no such
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opportunities existed in Foyil at that time. The year was
1916, one year before the school closed due to lack of
appropriations. She finished up her high school education
during the two years Claremore High School occupied the
facility.

One of her favorite memories was of a classmate with
whom she often appeared in plays. "Lynn Riggs and I sang
together in the old opera house downtown. I sure enjoyed
those days," Lafferty recalled. Lynn Riggs was famous for
his play "Green Grow the Lilacs" which was the inspiration
for Rodgers and Hammerstein's musical, "Oklahoma!" Riggs
was a 1917 graduate of Eastern University Preparatory
School.

Lafferty also remembered the discipline at "The Prep",
which was what the students affectionately called the
school. Corporal punishment was an accepted practice in
those days, and Lafferty remembered the "dreaded switch"
used to correct students who were inattentive or who
misbehaved. She was quick to add that she personally never
experienced this humiliation. Lafferty remembered football
games, picnics and "Smokey Hollow," a sanctuary where daring
boys used to sneak off to smoke.

Looking through her treasured yearbook, she discovered
a joke those same adventurous boys preserved through the
years. She read a poem which someone wrote and credited to
her name in the 1916 "Sequoyian" yearbook: "Kiss is a

mouthful of nothing, tastes like heaven, sounds like a cow
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pulling her foot out of the mud." As she finished, her
petite body shook with laughter.

"I look back on those days and the tears just roll,"
Lafferty said. "I wouldn't take anything for these

yearbooks."

Most importantly, Lafferty remembered how well her
education prepared her for college. After leaving Claremore
High School, she attended Central State University at Edmond
where she earned her teaching certificate.

Ms. Lafferty's story was just one among many whose
lives were influenced and shaped by Eastern University
Preparatory School. Many stories are lost forever, but Ms.
Lafferty's story gives a glimpse of what life at "The Prep"

was like for one typical student sc many years ago.
Political Attack Upon EUPS

Ms. Lafferty would be a part of Eastern University
Preparatory School for one year only, however, before it
closed its doors and Claremore High School used the
facilities temporarily. The last president to serve Eastern
State University Preparatory School, Stephen M. Barrett, was
caught up in a political controversy over the long-term need
for Eastern University Preparatory School and other selected
state-supported schools which arose almost immediately after
the school's opening in 1909. Understandably, in a state
with a population of only seventy thousand at the opening of

the school, the need for nineteen state supported schools
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was constantly questioned (Robards, 1947; see also Table I).
Thus, from its beginning, Eastern University Preparatory
School was under constant attack from its opponents, and in
1913 it was accused of being little more than a "city high
school" for Claremore. While to a considerable measure the
charge was true, it was quickly refuted publicly by the

press and by influential community leaders (The Claremore

Progress, 1913).

In 1915, Oklahoma Governor Lee Cruce took a strong
position in favor of cutting back the number of state
institutions of education by abolishing 13 schools, which
included all of the state's preparatory schools. Although
this action was proposed to save state money and to improve
the quality of those remaining schools, the entire community
rallied together, and Governor Cruce's proposal faced strong
opposition from most groups including the Oklahoma farmer.
Success of this particular plan, which ultimately failed,
would have deprived many rural Oklahoma citizens of
educational opportunities even at the high school level as
would have been the case at Claremore (Robards, 1947; The

Claremore Progress, December 1, 1911; March 4, 1915).

Eastern University Preparatory School only temporarily
avoided the danger of closing. 1In the spring of 1917,
politics and political pressure succeeded in shutting down
one of the few secondary educational facilities in
northeastern Oklahoma. Governor R. L. Williams first

attempted to change the name of the school from Eastern
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State Preparatory School to Eastern State Vocational School
(The Claremore Progress, February 1, 1917; February 15,
1917). Later, Governor Williams vetoed the legislative
appropriation for Eastern University Preparatory School,

closing the doors on that institution forever (Oklahoma

Session Laws, 1917; The Claremore Progress, April 5, 1917).
The school yearbook, "The Sequoyian," of 1917 added a
cryptic footnote to the history of Eastern University
Preparatory School when it reported, "April 2, Flag Day.
Senior Pins arrive. School Died Marched (sic) 31, through
the Governor refusing to sign appropriation for its
maintenance."

The school building itself was turned over to the city
of Claremore to be used temporarily as the city high school

(Claremore Messenger, August 10, 1917). However, a new

institution would soon succeed where the o0ld one had failed,

and what a grand institution it was to be.



CHAPTER III
THE GOLDEN YEARS OF OKLAHOMA MILITARY ACADEMY
Political Actions Initiating the Establishment of OMA

Just two short years after the controversial closing of
the Eastern University Preparatory School, during which time
it served as Claremore High School, political activities and
patriotic sympathies combined to clear the way for the
passage of a legislative bill to create and establish the
Oklahoma Military Academy as the state institution to
succeed the Eastern University Preparatory School at the
Claremore campus. By this action, a new era of tradition
and honor, remembered fondly today as the "golden years,"
was begun which would last fifty-two years until, once
again, political and societal pressures would bring about
the demise of this proud institution.'

It is an interesting side note that the two years
between the closing of Eastern University Preparatory School
in 1917 and the establishment of Oklahoma Military Academy
in 1919 are cited in the history of Claremore High School
athletics as the beginning of the strong competitive sports
program that has been a source of pride in the Claremore

public school system for more than 70 years (The Claremore

Progress, 1919).

24
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Although Eastern University Preparatory School was
officially closed as a state institution, The Claremore
Progress began an editorial campaign almost immediately to
push for the school to reopen as an institution of state-
wide influence. As the commencement speaker at Eastern
University Preparatory School in the spring of 1917, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives asserted that the
school was not closing, but that its operation was only
being suspended for a time because of lack of funding (The

Claremore Progress, 1917). Even at this early date, there

was talk of re-opening the school as a military school (The

Claremore Progress, April 5, 1917).

In 1918, William Durant campaigned for the governorship
with one of the planks of his platform being the re-opening
of Eastern University Preparatory School as a state-
supported military school. Most historians agree that H.
Tom Kight, state representative from Claremore, played no
small part in establishing Mr. Durant's platform. While
serving in the legislature, Mr. Kight had a great vision for
the benefit of Claremore and our country. He worked
tirelessly to get Oklahoma Military Academy located in
Claremore. While Mr. Durant was unsuccessful in his bid for
the governor's office, Mr. Kight was successful in his
quest. Building upon the mood of the country immediately
following World War I that "America should never be found
unprepared again," on January 16, 1919, he introduced and

later successfully sponsored a bill through the legislative
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process to found the Oklahoma Military Academy on the former
Eastern University Preparatory School's campus in Claremore.
For his successful efforts, Mr. Kight is considered to be

the father of Oklahoma Military Academy (Claremore Daily

Progress, 1953).

Objectives of OMA

When OMA was first established in 1919 by an act of the
state legislature, it had two objectives: academic
achievement and leadership training. The real purpose
behind Oklahoma Military Academy's training was to take a
boy and build a man for leadership in both military and
civilian America.

As with all other developments regarding the
institution on the hill, the establishment of Oklahoma
Military Academy was met with both great enthusiasm and
skepticism by the community of Claremore. Although approved
and financially supported by an act of the state
legislature, Oklahoma Military Academy had a meager
beginning in 1919. Under the leadership of Colonel S. M.
Barrett, its first president, forty high-school-aged cadets
were enrolled in military and academic training. They lived
in tents and learned to rough it on a high ridge overlooking
Claremore and in the valley below (Burke, 1991). A year
later in 1920, the cadets were allowed to move into the
newly completed Meyer Barracks named in honor of Sergeant

Maurice Meyers, a member of Company A, Three Hundred and
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Fifty-seventh Regiment, who was mortally wounded by German
shrapnel in the St. Mihiel campaign on the 23rd day of
September, 1918. He died the following day (Benedict,
1922).

The first rules and regulations of OMA were drafted by
Colonel Barrett and President William Taft on February 21,
1920. President Taft visited the campus and spoke to the
cadets. 1In 1921, Colonel Barrett allowed young men from the
local community who were residing at home to attend the
academy during the day. These students were affectionately
labeled "day dogs."

During the Barrett era, the OMA band was very active
nationally. In 1922 they performed for members of Congress
and President Harding. Football was also a highlight during
the early 1920s. The 1920-21 team, which lost only two
games, was called the "miracle team," and all of the
players were Native Oklahomans.

In June of 1925, Colonel Walter E. Downs was appointed
president of the academy. It was during his reign that the
academy experienced its greatest growth. After Colonel
Down's arrival, the cadet uniform was altered as was the
merit system. The academy also began a capital building
program that would span over two decades.

The c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>