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A COMPARISON OF FACTORS INFLUENCING THE DECISION OF 

ACADEMICALLY ABLE HIGH SCHOOL NEGRO AND WHITE 

SENIORS TO ATTEND OR NOT TO ATTEND COLLEGE

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION

T alen ted  young people a re  the  n a t io n 's  in v a lu a b le  space-age 

re so u rce ; y e t ,  a v a i la b le  d a ta  d is c lo se  th a t  the  n a t io n  i s  lo s in g  

annually  th e  ta le n t s  of ab le  s tu d en ts  who fo r  one rea so n  or ano ther 

do n o t con tinue t h e i r  edu ca tio n  beyond the h igh  sc h o o l. This lo s s  

re p re s e n ts  34- per cen t o f the  h igh  school g rad u a tes  in  th e  top  

30 per cen t a b i l i t y  ra n g e . ^

I t  has been sa id  th a t  t h i s  dem ocratic c u l tu re  i s  w aste fu l 

o f i t s  g r e a te s t  re so u rc e , th e  i n t e l l e c tu a l  power o f i t s  c i t i z e n s .

Dael W olfle d ram atized  th e  n a t io n 's  n e g le c t of human re so u rc e s  in  

A m erica's Resources of S p e c ia liz e d  T a le n t , the R e p o r t 'o f  the 

Commission on Human R esources and Advanced T ra in in g . The problem

1 Donald S. Bridgman, "'//here the  Loss o f T a le n t Occurs and Why." 
In  The Search For T a le n t . New York: C ollege E n trance  Exam ination
Board, I960, p. 30.

^Dael Lee W olfle , A m erica's Resources o f S p e c ia liz e d  T a le n t .
New York: H arper and B ro th e rs . 1954, p. 10.
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was f u r th e r  documented by r e p o r t  o f th e  P r e s id e n t 's  Committee on 

Education Beyond th e  High S choo l.^

The en ro llm en t o f ab le  h igh  school g rad u a te s  as c o lle g e  e n t r a n ts  

has long been a m a tte r  of concern to  school guidance perso n n el who aim to  

help  boys and g i r l s  a t t a in  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  of t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  More 

in fo rm ation  i s  needed about those  f a c to r s  which d e te r  young people o f  

promise from p u rsu ing  a h ig h e r ed u c a tio n . The reason  i s  n o t e x c lu s iv e ly  

f in a n c ia l  need . O ther f a c to r s  appear to  o p era te  to  keep youth  o f a b i l i t y  

from app ly ing  f o r  c o lle g e  adm ission . More in fo rm atio n  i s  needed, a l s o ,  

concern ing  the  in c e n tiv e s  to  be su p p lie d  in  o rder to  a ssu re  th e  co n se rv a ­

tio n  and n u r tu re  o f s u p e r io r  a b i l i t y .

S tatem ent o f th e  Problem 

This study  exp lo red  th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  between academ ica lly  ab le  

w hite s tu d e n ts ' reaso n s  and those  o f academ ica lly  ab le  Negro s tu d e n ts ' 

reg a rd in g  t h e i r  d e c is io n  to  a tte n d  o r n o t to  a t te n d  c o lle g e . More 

s p e c i f i c a l ly ,  why do ab le  h igh  schoo l s e n io rs  o f b o th  ra c e s  who m ight be 

expected  to  succeed in  c o lle g e  decide  to  te rm in a te  t h e i r  fo rm al ed u ca tio n  

w ith  a h igh  schoo l diploma? This s tu d y  a lso  in q u ire d  in to  those  f a c t o r s  

which persuaded h igh  school s e n io rs  to  fo rego  th e  advantage o f advanced 

e d u c a tio n a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  More s p e c i f i c a l ly  i t  was in ten d ed  to  d e s c r ib e ,  

exp lo re  and d isc o v e r answ ers to  th e  fo llo w in g :

1 . To what e x te n t were th e  s e le c te d  f a c to r s  r e la te d  to  th e  

d e c is io n  of th e  academ ically  ab le  Negro h ig h  school

^The P r e s id e n t 's  Committee on E ducation  Beyond th e  High S chool. 
Second R eport To The P r e s id e n t . W ashington: Government P r in t in g  O ff ic e .
1957 .
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g rad u a tin g  s e n io rs  to  a t te n d  o r n o t to  a t te n d  co llege?

2. To what e x te n t  were the  s e le c te d  f a c to r s  r e la te d  to  the  

d e c is io n  o f th e  academ ically  ab le  w hite  h ig h  school 

g rad u a tin g  se n io rs  to  a t te n d  o r n o t to  a t te n d  co lleg e?

3. What was th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e l  

of acau em ica lly  ab le  Negro h igh  schoo l g rad u a tin g  se n io rs  

and th a t  of academ ically  ab le  w hite  h ig h  school g rad u a tin g  

s e n io rs  when t h e i r  socio-econom ic background and o th e r  

s e le c te d  f a c to r s  were considered?

A d d itio n a l q u e s tio n s  were proposed to  guide th e  s tu d y . These 

q u e s tio n s ,  components o f th e  c e n t r a l  problem , were:

1 . I s  the  h igh  schoo l g rad u a tin g  s e n io r  aware o f h is  co lle g e  

p o te n t ia l  p r io r  to  h igh  school g rad u a tio n ?

2 . I s  th e  h ig h  schoo l g rad u a tin g  s e n io r  encouraged by h is  

p a re n ts  to  p lan  f o r  co lleg e?

3. Does th e  h ig h  schoo l g rad u a tin g  s e n io r  re c e iv e  encourage­

ment and advice from h is  h igh  schoo l te a c h e rs  and counse lo rs  

r e l a t i v e  to  p lan s  fo r  co lleg e?

a . I s  th e  h ig h  school g rad u a tin g  s e n io r  inform ed a t

some p o in t in  h is  high school c a re e r  about th e  v a rio u s  

forms of f in a n c ia l  a id  a v a i la b le  to  c o lle g e  s tu d en ts?

b . In  th e  course  of h is  h igh  school c a re e r ,  i s  th e  h igh  

school g rad u a tin g  se n io r  inform ed about th e  e d u c a tio n a l 

cho ices a v a i la b le  to  him a t  the  co lle g e  le v e l?

c. Does he le a rn  in  h igh  school abou t c o lle g e  courses and 

c o lle g e  requ irem en ts?
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Ly. What i s  th e  ca re e r  e x p e c ta tio n  o f th e  h igh  school

g ra d u a tin g  sen io r?  What ro le  i s  he ex p ec tin g  to  f u l f i l l  

as a l i f e t im e  career?

5- A side from c a re e r  e x p e c ta tio n , what a re  th e  expressed  

l i f e  g o a ls  of th e  high school g rad u a tin g  sen io r?

6. What e f f e c t  does l iv in g  w ith  one p a re n t have on the 

a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e l  of th e  sen io r?

7. I s  th e re  any apparen t r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  number o f 

books and magazines found in  th e  home and th e  a s p i r a t io n a l  

l e v e l  o f th e  s tu d en t?

8. Does bhe edu ca tio n  of th e  p a re n t have any b ea rin g  on th e  

p a r e n ts ' a s p ir a t io n a l  g oa l fo r  t h e i r  c h ild ren ?

Im portance o f th e  Study

I t  i s  g e n e ra lly  acknowledged th a t  th e  American s o c ie ty  s u f f e r s  

a lo s s  o f t a l e n t  and manpower when young s tu d e n ts  of above average 

academic a b i l i t y  conclude th e i r  fo rm al ed u ca tio n  w ith  g rad u a tio n  from 

h igh  sch o o l. A la rg e  percentage of h igh  school g rad u a tes  who could 

b e n e f i t  from h ig h e r  educa tio n  an n u a lly  deny them selves t h i s  opportun­

i t y .  I f  s o c ie ty  i s  to  c a p i ta l iz e  on th e  t a l e n t  a v a i la b le  to  i t  and i f  

ab le  young people a re  to  develop th e i r  com petencies to  th e  f u l l e s t ,  the  

p ercen tage  of ab le  h igh  school g rad u a tes  who e n te r  c o lle g e  m ight w ell 

be in c re ased  to  i t s  optimum p o in t. The p r in c ip le  o f e q u a l i ty  of educa­

t i o n a l  o p p o r tu n ity  obv iously  l i e s ,  a ls o ,  a t  th e  ro o t of a l l  e f f o r t s  to  

p rov ide every  s tu d e n t w ith  maximum o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  an ed u ca tio n  s u ite d  

to  h is  a b i l i t i e s .  T echnolog ical advance has a lso  a c c e le ra te d  th e  demand 

f o r  educated  manpower.
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To provide needed in c e n tiv e s ,  to  make le a rn in g  a c h a lle n g e , 

in fo rm ation  is  needed about those  f a c to r s  which d e te r  h igh school 

g rad u a tes  in  th e  upper range o f a b i l i t y  from pursu ing  a h ig h e r ed u ca tio n .

L im ita tio n s  o f th e  Study

The sample used in  t h i s  study c o n s is te d  of th e  academ ica lly  

ab le  upper 20 per cen t o f the 1964 g rad u a tin g  c la s s  o f the  D ouglass 

and C a p ito l H i l l  High Schools o f Oklahoma, Oklahoma, and Booker T. 

Washington and D aniel W ebster High Schools o f T u lsa , Oklahoma.

D e f in it io n  of Terms

C ollege a tte n d a n c e . — In th i s  s tudy , c o lle g e  a tten d an ce  was 

in te rp re te d  as f u l l - t im e  a tten d an ce  invo lv ing  tw elve or more u n i t s  o f 

co lleg e  work on a sem ester b a s is  or i t s  e q u iv a le n t in  q u a r te r  u n i t s .  

Whenever th e  term ap p ea rs , i t  i s  to  be in te rp r e te d  as th e  m ajor a c t i v i t y  

o f the  s tu d e n t;  o th e r  in t e r e s t s  and concerns a re  secondary.

The term  "c o lle g e "  as used in  th i s  s tu d y  r e f e r s  to  a fo u r -  

year c o lle g e  or u n iv e rs i ty .

C ollege a b i l i t y . —For purposes of th i s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  c o lle g e  

a b i l i t y  was a r b i t r a r i l y  d e fin ed  by using  the  s tu d e n ts  who rank  academi­

c a l ly  in  th e  upper 20 per cen t o f t h e i r  sen io r  c la s s .  In c lu s io n  in  th i s  

c l a s s i f i c a t io n  was determ ined by performance on the  P re lim in a ry  S c h o la s t ic  

A ptitude T es t th a t  was g iven  to  a l l  of the  s e n io rs  from th e  invo lved  

schoo ls .

Expected o c c u p a tio n . —The expected occupation  in  t h i s  study  

r e f e r r e d  to  the  s u b je c t 's  re p o rte d  p e rcep tio n  o f h is  l i f e t im e  work, th a t  

i s ,  the  occupation  in  which he planned to  be e s ta b l is h e d  te n  o r tw enty  

y ea rs  hence. I t  may, o r may n o t be , a w ished -fo r c a re e r .
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Academ ically ab le  s t u d e n t s . —S tuden ts  who dem onstrate a b i l i t y  

to  perform the  academic ta sk s  of the  school in  a su p e r io r  fa s h io n .

Method of Procedure 

Q u es tio n n a ires  were completed by the  g rad u a t in g  s e n io rs  who 

ranked in  the  upper 20 per cen t of t h e i r  c l a s s  by v i r tu e  of sco res  made 

on the P re l im in a ry  S c h o la s t ic  A ptitude  T es t .  Much care  was used in  

s e le c t in g  the  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  sch o o ls .  These schoo ls  were Douglass, and 

C ap ito l  High Schools of Oklahoma C i ty ,  and Booker T. Washington and 

D aniel Webster High Schools of T u lsa .  Since the  Negro s e n io rs  were to  

be compared w ith  th e  w hite s e n io r s ,  the  s e le c t io n  was based on the 

approximate perce ige of th e  s c h o o l 's  g rad u a tes  who a t tended  co l leg e  

during the  p rev ious  f iv e  y e a r s .  The trea tm e n t  accorded the d a ta  in ­

volved the use of percen tages  w ith  r e s u l t s  p lo t te d  on var ious  types  of 

graphs and c h a r t s ,  each s e le c te d  f o r  i t s  re le v an ce  to  the d a ta  to  be 

analyzed and the purposes of the  s tudy .

O rgan iza tion  of the  Study 

This s tudy  was o rgan ized  in to  fo u r  c h a p te r s .  Chapter One 

provides the  background of the  s tu d y ,  d e f in e s  the problem, d is c u s se s  

i t s  need and im portance, d e f in e s  te rm s, and e s t a b l i s h e s  l i m i t a t i o n s .  

Chapter Two i s  devoted to  the review  of s e le c te d  l i t e r a t u r e  which 

r e l a t e s  to  t h i s  s tudy .  Chapter Three ana lyzes  and in t e r p r e t s  the  

d a ta .  Chapter Four co n ta in s  the  suimnary and co n c lu s io n s .



CHAPTER I I  

REVIB// OF THE LITERATURE

T his ch ap te r o f f e r s  a review  o f in v e s t ig a t io n s  r e la te d  to  th e  

problems o f t h i s  s tu d y . S e le c tio n  has been based on th e  recency  and 

re lev an cy  o f th e  r e la te d  re s e a rc h  to  th e  c e n t r a l  purpose o f th e  p re se n t 

in v e s t ig a t io n .

C usto m arily , th e  p o s t h ig h  school ex p erien ces  o f g rad u a tes  and 

th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  of th e  school program a re  th e  s u b je c t  and co n ten t of 

fo llo w -u p  s tu d ie s .  More r e c e n t ly ,  the  purpose of th e  fo llo w -u p  survey  

was enhanced by th e  in c re a s in g  em phasis on human re so u rc e s  and th e

c o n se rv a tio n  o f in d iv id u a l t a l e n t .  R e p re se n ta tiv e  surveys of th e  l a t t e r

type were s e le c te d  fo r  review  in  th i s  ch ap te r and i t  was f e l t  th a t  o th e r  

l i t e r a t u r e  r e le v a n t  to  th e  s u b je c t  of th i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  should be r e ­

viewed.

Surveys o f High School G raduates

Perhaps the  b e s t  known o f th e  surveys o f h igh  school g rad u a tes  

was th e  M innesota study  of 1950 in  which B erd ie  c a l le d  a t te n t io n  to  th e  

lo s s  o f t a l e n t  in  t r a n s i t io n  from h igh  schoo l to  c o l le g e . B erd ie  no ted  

th a t  many young persons o f s u p e r io r  a b i l i t y  though in te r e s te d  in  o b ta in ­

ing an advanced ed u ca tio n  were n o t c o n tin u in g ; a l s o ,  th a t  many o f them 

were n o t a t  a l l  in te r e s te d  in  a tte n d in g  c o lle g e .^

1 Ralph F. B erd ie , A fte r  High School What? M inneapo lis : U niver­
s i t y  o f M innesota P re s s , 1954-5 P- 93.
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Recent s tu d ie s  of h igh  school g rad u a tes  were conducted in  o the r  

s t a t e s  on a s im i la r  s c a le .  S ubsequently , those  d a ta  p e r t i n e n t  to  g radua tes  

in  an upper range of s c h o la s t i c  a b i l i t y  have been a b s t r a c te d  and analyzed 

as a s in g u la r  phase of the  o v e r - a l l  s tudy . Other s tu d ie s  on a more l im i te d  

sc a le  focused  a t t e n t i o n  on h igh  a p t i tu d e  s e n io r s  and the  p sy ch o lo g ica l  and 

s o c io lo g ic a l  f a c t o r s  which c o n t r ib u te d  to  n o n -co lleg e  a t ten d an c e .  Three 

s tu d i e s ,  one of which was s ta tew id e  in scope, ano ther  s tudy  a t  th e  county 

l e v e l ,  and a n a t io n a l  s tudy  a re  desc r ib ed  in  the  m a te r ia l  which fo l lo w s .

P lans of High School G raduates in  the  S ta te  of W isconsin

L i t t l e ^  conducted a s ta tew ide  in q u i ry  in to  the  d e c is io n s  of 

h igh  school g radua tes  re g a rd in g  educa tion  beyond the  high  school and 

f a c t o r s  which in f lu en ced  those  d e c i s io n s .  This s tudy  was i n i t i a t e d  as 

one of a s e r i e s  to  d isc o v e r  f a c t s  and in fo rm ation  upon which to  develop 

an adequate program o f h ig h e r  educa tion  f o r  the  s t a t e  of Wisconsin.

In coo p era tio n  w ith  th e  h igh  sc h o o ls , p u b lic  and p r iv a te ,  

q u e s tio n n a ire s  were com pleted by 34,151 g rad u a tin g  se n io rs  in  the  sp rin g  

o f 1957, a t o t a l  which re p re se n te d  alm ost 95 per cen t o f th e  s t a t e ' s  

36,000 g rad u a tes  in  th e  sp r in g  o f th a t  y e a r . The survey  instrum enc 

in q u ired  about p lans beyond h ig h  schoo l; asked fo r  in fo rm ation  about 

p a re n ts , school e x p e rie n c e s , and f in a n c ia l  s ta tu s ;  s o l i c i t e d  op in ions 

about th e  value o f a c o lle g e  ed u ca tio n .

In the  fo llow ing  f a l l ,  an in q u i ry  was made of the  p a re n ts  of 

a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  sample of th e  g radua tes  to  determ ine whether the

9
Kenneth J .  L i t t l e ,  A S tatew ide In q u iry  In to  D ecisions o f Youth 

About E ducation Beyond High S ch o o l. M adison, W isconsin: School o f
E duca tion . U n iv e rs ity  o f W isconsin, 1958, p. 44.
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g rad u a tes  had fo llow ed  through w ith  th e i r  p lans  and to  in q u ire  in to  

th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f p a ren ts  toward th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f a co lle g e  ed u ca tio n  

f o r  th e i r  son o r dau g h te r. An in te n s iv e  e f f o r t  was made to  o b ta in  

r e tu rn s  from th e  p a re n ts  of a l l  youth  w ith  h igh  p o te n t ia l  f o r  c o lle g e  

t r a in in g .

In  e a r ly  1958, fo llo w -u p  q u e s tio n n a ire s  were sen t to  th e  1 ,060

g ra d u a te s , who, though academ ically  cap ab le , had in d ic a te d  in  th e  sp rin g

o f 1957 th a t  th ey  were no t p lann ing  to  a t te n d  c o lle g e . These s tu d e n ts  

were defin ed  as th o se  g raduates who had scored in  the top  o n e -fo u rth  

of W isconsin h igh  school se n io rs  on a m ental a b i l i t y  t e s t  and who ranked

in  the top  o n e -fo u rth  o f th e i r  h igh  school g rad u a tin g  c la s s .  Among a l l

g ra d u a te s , 12 per cen t of th e  boys and 16 per cen t of the  g i r l s  q u a l i f ie d  

f o r  the  upper q u a r te r .  R ep lies  were rece iv ed  from 69 per cen t o f  th e  

group.

A pproxim ately one out o f f iv e  g rad u a tes  o f h igh  le v e l  a b i l i t y  

was no t p lann ing  to  a t te n d  c o lle g e . O n e-th ird  to  o n e -h a lf  of th e se  

g rad u a tes  gave la c k  of money as th e  p r in c ip a l  reason  fo r  n o t co n tin u in g  

and th e i r  p a re n ts  agreed . Many o f the o th e rs  d id  no t have a d e s i r e  f o r  

advanced scho o lin g  a t  th e  c o lleg e  le v e l .  P a re n ts ' edu ca tio n  was found 

to  be more o f a f a c to r  in  c o lleg e  or n o n -co lleg e  a tten d an ce  than  p a re n ts ' 

o ccupa tion .

L i t t l e  recommended th a t  counseling  and in fo rm ation  programs 

to  id e n t i f y ,  encourage, and enab le  q u a l i f ie d  g rad u a tes  to  con tinue 

t h e i r  sch o o lin g  be d ire c te d  to  p a re n ts  as w ell as s tu d e n ts .^

^I b id . p. 85 .
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Arkansas High School Graduates and College Attendance

S troup  and Andrew used th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  method to  examine th e  

background and p lans o f the  g rad u a tin g  se n io rs  o f  A rkansas h ig h  sch o o ls , 

c la s s  o f 1957, who had p a r t i c ip a te d  in  a s ta tew id e  t e s t in g  program con­

ducted in  th a t  y ea r and fo r  whom t e s t  sco re s  on th e  American C ouncil on 

E ducation P sy ch o lo g ica l Exam ination were a v a i la b le .  The sample re p re ­

sen ted  88 per cen t o f th e  s t a t e ' s  h igh  school g ra d u a te s , o r 15 , 24.8 

s e n io rs .  Twelve thousand seven hundred and f o r ty - s ix  u sab le  forms were 

r e tu rn e d .

In th e  conduct o f th e  s tu d y , S troup  and Andrew were guided by 

two q u e s tio n s :

1. What i s  th e  e x te n t of lo s s  in  human re so u rc e s  as in d ic a te d  

by the  number o f A rkansas h ig h  school g rad u a te s  o f high 

a b i l i t y  who do n o t a t te n d  co lleg e?

2. To what e x te n t a re  th e  f a c to r s  of ru ra l-u rb a n  background, 

socio-econom ic s t a t u s ,  and fam ily  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  r e la te d  

to  s tu d e n ts ' e d u c a tio n a l-o c c u p a tio n a l p lans?

A p r in c ip a l  concern o f th e  s tu d y  was the  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f f a c to r s  

p red isp o s in g  q u a l i f ie d  h igh  school g rad u a tes  n o t to  a t te n d  c o lle g e .

R espondents to  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  were grouped in to  t e r c i l e s  

accord ing  to  t h e i r  sco re  on the  ACE. Those sc o rin g  below th e  34th 

p e rc e n t i le  were d es ig n a ted  as th e  f i r s t  o r low er t e r c i l e ;  s tu d e n ts  who 

scored  from th e  34 th  to  the  66 th  p e r c e n t i l e ,  in c lu s iv e ,  were p laced  in  

th e  second o r m iddle t e r c i l e ;  th o se  a t  o r above th e  67 th  p e rc e n t i le  

com prised th e  th i r d  o r upper t e r c i l e .

O v e ra ll ,  i t  was no ted  th a t  h igh  school s e n io rs  who went to  

c o lle g e  in c re a se d  as a p e rcen t w ith  each succeed ing  t e r c i l e  rank ;
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thus c o l le g e  a t tendance  was a fu n c t io n  of placement accord ing  to  ACE 

sco re . A lso , completion of the  co l leg e  p re p a ra to ry  curricu lum  and s iz e  

o f  fam ily  income were c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c t o r s  toward co l le g e  a t te n d a n c e ,  

in c re a s in g ly  so from th e  f i r s t  to  the t h i r d  t e r c i l e  rank .

The s tudy  of environm enta l f a c t o r s  was l im i te d  to  the  responden ts  

who placed in  the upper o r  middle t e r c i l e  of the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  ACE 

sco re s .  In r e fe re n c e  to  th e se  t e r c i l e s  of placem ent, the  q u e s t io n n a ire  

d a ta  were analyzed  to  i d e n t i f y  f a c to r s  which d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  between the  

s tu d e n ts  of h igh  a b i l i t y  who continued to  c o l leg e  and those  who d id  n o t .

S troup  and Andrew concluded " th a t  economic s t a t u s  i s  r e l a t e d  

to  c o l leg e  a t ten d an ce  l a r g e l y  because s e n io rs  from f a m i l i e s  o f  h ig h e r  

economic l e v e l s  can a f fo rd  to  go to  co l le g e  and n o t  because those  

se n io rs  have g r e a te r  a p t i tu d e  fo r  co l leg e  work.

N on-college A ttenders  in  the Top Ten P ercen t 

Data f o r  th e  s tu d y  conducted by Wright and Jung^ were ga thered  

by in te rv ie w  and q u e s t io n n a i r e .  T heir  purpose was to  a s c e r t a i n  why 

capable h igh  school g rad u a te s  in  the  s t a t e  of In d ia n a ,  approx im ate ly  

o n e - fo u r th  o f  the top  10 per cen t ,  were not con tinu ing  t h e i r  schooling  

beyond the  h igh  school l e v e l .  As def ined  in  t h i s  s tudy , schoo ling  i n ­

cluded advanced t r a i n i n g  a t  any p o s t-h ig h  school e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .

'^Francis S troup  and Dean C. Andrew, B a r r ie r s  to  C o llege  A ttendance . 
The Report o f  a Study o f  F ac to rs  R ela ted  to  E d u ca tiona l D iscontinuance  of 
High School G raduates.  M agnolia, Arkansas: Southern S ta t e  C o lleg e ,  1959.

^Wendell W. W right and C h r is tia n  W. Jung. Why Capable High School 
S tu d en ts  Do Not C ontinue T h e ir S ch o o lin g . B u lle t in  of th e  School of Educa­
t io n ,  In d ia n a  U n iv e rs ity . Vol. 35, No. 1 , January  1959. B loom ington, 
In d ian a : D iv is io n  of R esearch  and F ie ld  S e rv ic e s  In d ian a  U n iv e rs ity , 1959.
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The sample c o n s is te d  o f 3 ,479 h igh  school g rad u a te s  in  the  

sp r in g  c la s s  o f 1955 who ranked in  the  upper 10 per c e n t o f t h e i r  

c la s s e s .  The g i r l s  o f t h i s  upper a b i l i t y  group out-num bered th e  boys 

by two to  one even though bo th  sexes were about even ly  m atched in  th e  

o v e r - a l l  number o f t o t a l  g ra d u a te s . The 1,011 in d iv id u a ls  who d id  n o t 

con tinue th e i r  sch o o lin g  com prised th e  sm alle r sample which was s tu d ie d . 

High school p r in c ip a ls  com pleted a q u e s tio n n a ire  re g a rd in g  each o f th e se  

in d iv id u a ls .  S ubsequen tly , a r e p re s e n ta tiv e  from each schoo l was i n t e r ­

viewed as  was a lso  a la rg e  number of p a re n ts  and s tu d e n ts .

An in te rv ie w e r and th re e  o th e r  persons review ed th e  d a ta  

a v a i la b le  fo r  each s tu d e n t and d es ig n a ted  independen tly  th e  s in g le  most 

im p o rtan t f a c to r  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  s tu d e n t 's  d e c is io n  n o t to  a t te n d  

c o l le g e . These fo u r  persons observed th a t  59 per c e n t o f th e  boys and 

35 per cen t o f the  g i r l s  d id  n o t go to  co lleg e  fo r  one o f th e  s e v e ra l  

fo llo w in g  reaso n s: (1) th ey  regarded  h igh  school g ra d u a tio n  as th e

te rm in a tio n  of form al ed u c a tio n ; (2) they  d e s ire d  to  b eg in  ea rn in g  

money im m ediately; (3) th e re  was a s tro n g  com peting i n t e r e s t  such as 

m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e  o r m arriag e .

In  g e n e ra l,  th e  f in d in g s  o f th e  In d ian a  s tu d y  d is c lo se d  th a t :

1 . The fa m ilie s  of 11 per cen t of th e  q u a l i f ie d  g rad u a te s  who 

d id  n o t con tinue  were in  need o f th e  g r a d u a te 's  f in a n c ia l  

a s s is ta n c e .  In te rv iew s  w ith  school o f f i c i a l s  c o rro b o ra ted  

th i s  in fo rm atio n  re c e iv e d  from th e  s tu d e n ts .

2. Many o f th e  p a re n ts  o f the  academ ically  capab le  g rad u a tes  

who d id  n o t a t te n d  c o lle g e  were opposed to  advanced educa­

t io n  f o r  t h e i r  c h ild re n :
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a. As re p o rte d  by q u a l i f ie d  g ra d u a te s , n o n -co lleg e  

a t te n d e r s ,  23 per c e n t o f th e  p a re n ts  o f th e  group 

were opposed.

b. As re p o rte d  by th e  p r in c ip a ls ,  42 per cen t o f th e  

p a re n ts  were opposed.

c. Of th e  731 p a re n ts  surveyed , 26 per cen t ex p ressed  a 

n eg a tiv e  a t t i t u d e  tow ards co lleg e  a tte n d a n c e .

3. S ix ty - fo u r  per cen t o f th e  n o n -co lleg e  a t te n d e rs  were 

m arried  o r planned to  m arry soon. The p ercen tage  fo r  

g i r l s  and boys were 68 and 37 r e s p e c t iv e ly .

4. Of th e  academ ically  capable m ales who d id  no t go to  

c o lle g e , 18 per cen t e n l i s te d  in  the  m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e s .

5. Of th o se  s tu d e n ts  who were in te rv iew ed  (N -570), approxima­

t e ly  78 per cen t re p o r te d  th a t  a member of th e  school 

s t a f f  had ta lk e d  w ith  them about h ig h e r ed u ca tio n  and

th e  p o s s i b i l i ty  of co n tin u in g . B ut, more than  20 per cen t 

a ffirm ed  th a t  no one connected w ith  t h e i r  h igh  school 

had d iscu ssed  a d d i t io n a l  schoo ling  w ith  them.

I t  was po in ted  ou t th a t  th e  l a t t e r  percen tage  

should be in te rp r e te d  w ith  some re s e rv a t io n s  due to  th e  

f a c t  th a t  f re q u e n tly  young people o f th i s  age a re  no t 

w il l in g  to  c r e d i t  a d u l ts  w ith  having in flu en ced  th e i r  

d e c is io n s .

6. Of th e  In d ian a  s tu d e n ts  who q u a l i f ie d  b u t d id  n o t go 

to  c o l le g e , 28 per cen t re p o r te d  th a t  in fo rm atio n  con­

cern in g  f u r th e r  ed u ca tio n  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  was n o t in tro d u ced  

u n t i l  th e  tw e lf th  g rad e . In  66 per cen t o f th e  c a se s , the
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s u b je c t  o f e d u c a tio n a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s  was d e a l t  w ith  

a t  one grade le v e l  on ly  in  th e  course o f th e  h ig h  school 

c a r e e r ,

Background and M o tiv a tio n  as F ac to rs  in  

N on-college A ttendance 

One hundred and fo u r h ig h  school g rad u a tes  o f th re e  Colorado 

co u n tie s  who q u a l i f ie d  f o r  c o lle g e  b u t d id  n o t e n r o l l  were th e  su b je c ts  

o f a n o n -co lleg e  a tten d an ce  by Cass.& This in v e s t ig a t io n  was e s p e c ia l ly  

concerned w ith  background and m o tiv a tio n . Data were c o l le c te d  by 

q u e s tio n n a ire  bu t f i f t e e n  of th e  lOA s u b je c ts  were in te rv ie w e d . The 

purpose o f th e  in te rv ie w , accord ing  to  C ass, was to  confirm  some o f  the  

in fo rm ation  c o l le c te d  in  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  and second ly , to  o b ta in  a 

number o f case h i s to r i e s  s ta t in g  th e  reaso n s f o r  n o t go ing  to  c o lle g e .

M ajor reaso n s of q u a l i f ie d  g rad u a tes  f o r  n o t a tte n d in g  co lleg e  

were re p o rte d  by t h i s  in v e s t ig a to r  as : (1) la c k  of f in a n c e ,  (2)

m arriag e , (3) a v o cation  n o t r e q u ir in g  c o lleg e  p re p a ra t io n , (4) la c k  

o f i n t e r e s t ,  (5) in d e f in i te  p la n s , and (6) e n try  in to  th e  armed fo rc e s .

Background f a c to r s  were c l a s s i f i e d  in  re fe re n c e  to  each o f th e se  

m ajor re a so n s . For example, capable g rad u a tes  n o t in te r e s te d  in  a c o lle g e  

ed uca tion  came from sm alle r f a m i l ie s ,  had more c u l tu r a l  advan tages, few er 

m others were employed, and f a th e r s  were more f r e q u e n t ly  farm  owners or 

m anagers.

^Dal H older C ass, "A Study o f Upper Q uarte r High School 
G raduates f o r  1956 from Three Colorado C ounties Who Did Not E n ro ll  in  
C o lle g e ."  U npublished D o c to r 's  d i s s e r t a t io n .  The U n iv e rs ity  of 
C olorado, B ou lder, Colorado: 1957.
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W h ile .31 per cen t of th e  respo n d en ts  re p o rte d  f in a n c ia l  need 

as a p r in c ip a l  reaso n  fo r  n o n -co lleg e  a tte n d a n c e , i t  was no ted  th a t  

le s s  than  h a l f  o f t h i s  group would have gone though ad eq u a te ly  f in a n c e d . 

The p a re n ts  o f th e se  g rad u a tes  who would have a tte n d e d  were found to  be 

more fa v o ra b le  tow ard c o lle g e .

As an o u t l in e  of h is  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  Cass recommended th a t  

a t te n t io n  be g iven  to  th e  edu ca tio n  of p a re n ts  concern ing  th e  purposes 

o f  c o lle g e  and th a t  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  be provided fo r  capab le  h igh  

schoo l g rad u a te s  on an in d iv id u a l b a s is  w ith  due c o n s id e ra tio n  of 

r e la te d  background f a c to r s .

A N ation-w ide Approach to  the  Problem

A stu d y  by S tic e  and a s s o c ia te s  involved  a sy s te m a tic  sam pling
7

o f h ig h  school s tu d e n ts  th roughou t th e  U nited S ta te s .  The purpose o f 

t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  was to  determ ine how many g rad u a te s  th ro u g h o u t the  

co un try  were n o t p lann ing  to  go to  c o lle g e  because o f such f a c to r s  as 

la c k  o f money, la c k  o f i n t e r e s t  and th e  l i k e .

The f in d in g s  were based upon th e  responses  o f th e  h ig h e s t 

sco rin g  29 per cen t of a sample o f 33,000 tw e lf th -y e a r  s tu d e n ts  from 

478 p u b lic  sch o o ls  in  f o r ty - f iv e  s t a t e s .  A ll o f the  tw e lf th -y e a r  

s tu d e n ts  p re se n t in  th e se  schoo ls  on a d e s ig n a ted  day were g iven  a 

q u e s tio n n a ire  and an a b i l i t y  t e s t .  S ince th e  o b je c t of th e  t e s t  was 

to  perm it s e le c t io n  of s tu d e n ts  who were academ ically  a b le ,  th e  item s

?Glen S t ic e ,  M ollenkopf S t ic e ,  W illiam  G. S tic e  and Warren S. 
T orgerson , Background F ac to rs  and C ollege Going P lans Among High-  
A p titu d e  P u b lic  High School S e n io rs . P rin c e to n : E d u ca tio n a l T es tin g
S e rv ic e , 1956.
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designed  f o r  th e  t e s t  were p u rp o se fu lly  d i f f i c u l t .  The 29 per cen t 

o f  a l l  s tu d e n ts  te s te d  who scored tw elve o r h igher out o f a p o s s ib le  

score o f  tw en ty  were o p e ra t io n a l ly  d e fin e d  as th e  h igh  a b i l i t y  group.

I t  was found th a t  the  b e s t  s in g le  p re d ic to r  o f i n t e r e s t  in  

c o lle g e  a tten d an c e  was th e  s tu d e n t 's  v o c a tio n a l a s p i r a t io n .  I f  he 

a sp ire d  to  an occupation  which re q u ire d  a co lleg e  deg ree , he was much 

more l i k e l y  to  wish to  a tte n d  c o lle g e  than  i f  h is  id e a liz e d  occupation  

were one f o r  which a h igh  school diplom a was s u f f i c i e n t .

In  g e n e ra l,  th e  s tu d e n t from  a sm all fam ily  whose f a th e r  was 

in  a p ro fe s s io n , was more l i k e ly  to  a t te n d  co lleg e  than  th e  s tu d e n t 

who was one o f  se v e ra l c h ild re n  and whose f a th e r  was a fa rm er or 

la b o rin g  man. And in  e i th e r  c a se , a son was more l i k e ly  to  a t te n d  

than  a  d au g h te r.

E igh teen  per cent of th e  h ig h -a p t i tu d e  boys and 30 per cen t 

o f  th e  h ig h -a p t i tu d e  g i r l s  expressed  no in t e r e s t  in  c o lle g e  a tte n d a n c e . 

However, about seven out of every  te n  in  th i s  group of seem ingly d i s ­

in te r e s te d  s tu d e n ts  s a id  they  would a t te n d  i f  adequate f in a n c ia l  

a s s is ta n c e  were a v a i la b le .  The second response  was in te rp r e te d  by 

th e  in v e s t ig a to r s  to  mean th a t  th e se  s tu d e n ts  were in te r e s te d  in  

c o lle g e  b u t r e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  had n o t co n s id e red  c o lleg e  as a p o s s i b i l i t y  

due to  f in a n c ia l  r e s t r i c t i o n s .

I t  was concluded th a t  i f  adequate  f in a n c ia l  re so u rc e s  were 

a v a i la b le ,  as many as n in e ty - f iv e  ou t of every  one hundred boys and 

n in e ty -o n e  ou t o f every  one hundred g i r l s  who a re  capable o f b e n e f i t in g  

from a c o lle g e  educa tion  would go to  c o l le g e . In  a c t u a l i t y ,  however, no 

more than  70 per cen t of th e  h ig h -a p t i tu d e  se n io rs  expected  to  a t te n d .
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High School S tu d e n ts ' Values 

Thompson d e fin ed  v a lues  as "the r e l a t i v e l y  s ta b le  p re ­

d e te rm in e rs  o f  a c tio n  th a t  a re  developed in  each in d iv id u a l th rough 

p r iz in g , c h e r ish in g , o r ho ld ing  som ething d e a r . In  g e n e ra l, v a lues  

governs behav io r d ire c tly ." ®  This re s e a rc h e r  used th e  D i f f e r e n t ia l  

Values In v en to ry , a fo rc e d -c h o ic e  q u e s tio n n a ire  developed by Prince'^ 

to  measure th e  p e rso n a l v a lu es  of 100 boys and 100 g i r l s  from bo th  the

se n io r and freshm en c la s s e s  o f f iv e  C a l ifo rn ia  h igh  sch o o ls . In

a d d itio n , each s tu d e n t in  the  sample com pleted a p e rso n a l- in fo rm a tio n  

b lank  and an o c c u p a tio n a l-v a lu e s  survey .

A comparison o f th e  mean t r a d i t i o n a l  and em ergent-value

sco res  fo r  a l l  s tu d e n ts  d isc lo se d  th a t  the v a lu es  h e ld  by th e  s tu d e n ts

in  th e se  f iv e  h ig h  schoo ls  were s ig n i f i c a n t ly  more em ergent than 

t r a d i t i o n a l .  A lso , as between g roup ings, th e  mean tr a d i t io n a l- v a lu e  

score was m arkedly c o n s is te n t .  D iffe ren ce s  were n o t s ig n i f i c a n t ,  f o r  

exam ple, in  mean t r a d i t io n a l - v a lu e  sco res  between freshm en and se n io rs  

or boys and g i r l s .

In  re s p e c t  to  fam ily  background, th e  p resence o f b o th  f a th e r  

and m other in  the  home, as in  c o n tra s t  to  an a ty p ic a l  home s i tu a t io n ,  

appeared n o t to  in flu e n c e  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r em ergent v a lues  of 

s tu d e n ts  s ig n i f i c a n t ly .  However, when the s tu d e n ts  were grouped

®0rv i l l e  E. Thompson, "High School S tu d e n ts ' Value; Emergent 
o r T r a d i t io n a l ."  C a l ifo rn ia  Jo u rn a l of E d u ca tio n a l R esearch . 12:132-144,
1961.

^R ichard P r in c e , "A Study o f the R e la tio n sh ip s  Between In d iv id u a l 
V alues and A d m in is tra tiv e  E ffe c tiv e n e ss  in  th e  School S i tu a t io n ."  Un­
pu b lish ed  D o c to r 's  d i s s e r t a t io n .  The U n iv e rs ity  of Chicago, December 
1957.
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by f a t h e r 's  o ccu p a tio n , th e re  was a wide d ivergence among th e  mean 

tr a d i t io n a l- v a lu e  s c o re s .

P robab ly , t h i s  f a c to r  of f a t h e r 's  occupa tion  d id  in flu e n c e  

th e  values of s tu d e n ts ,  a lthough  no c le a r - c u t  p a t te rn  of in f lu e n c e  

was ap p a re n t. Of i n t e r e s t  was th e  f in d in g  th a t  th e  c h ild re n  o f 

u n s k ille d  w orkers, b o th  boys and g i r l s ,  r e f le c te d  h igh  em ergent v a lu e s .

A d d itio n a l h ig h l ig h ts  o f the  Thompson study  noted  a d i s t i n c t  

r e la t io n s h ip  between mean t r a d i t i o n a l  va lu es  and ( l )  o ccu p a tio n a l 

ch o ice , (2) h igh  m arks, and (3) the  co lle g e  p re p a ra to ry  cu rricu lum .

I t  was apparen t th a t  th e  n e a re r  th e  o ccu p a tio n a l p re fe ren ce  to  th e  

p ro fe ss io n a l-m a n a g e ria l g rouping , th e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  were th e  v a lu es  

of the  s tu d e n ts  s e le c t in g  i t .  High school s tu d e n ts  who rec e iv e d  h igh  

grades and fo llow ed  th e  c o l le g e -p re p a ra to ry  cu rricu lum  were s ig n i f i c a n t ly  

more t r a d i t i o n a l  than  s tu d e n ts  who rec e iv e d  low er marks and fo llow ed  

o th e r m ajo rs .

"Common Man" V alues 

Kahl and a s s o c ia te s  in te rv iew ed  tw en ty -fo u r high school 

boys and t h e i r  p a re n ts  as a p a r t  of a la rg e r  p ro je c t  conducted in  

th e  Boston m e tro p o lita n  a rea  by the  L abora to ry  of S o c ia l R e la tio n s  

o f Harvard U n iv e rs ity  and r e f e r r e d  to  as "The M o b ility  P ro je c t .  

Q uestionnaire  d a ta  f o r  th e  la rg e r  sample of 3971 boys, ju n io rs  and 

se n io rs  o f p u b lic  h ig h  sch o o l, p resen te d  a p a tte rn e d  r e la t io n s h ip  

between th e  com bination o f f a t h e r 's  occupa tion  and b o y 's  IQ in

lO joseph A. K ahl, "E ducational and O ccupational A sp ira tio n s  
of 'Common Man’ B oys,"  Harvard E d u ca tio n a l Review. 23:186-203, 1953.
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r e la t io n  to  c o lle g e  a s p ir a t io n .  A boy w ith  a f a tn e r  in  a m ajor w hite 

c o l la r  occupa tion  (law yer, d o c to r , e x ec u tiv e )  who was i.n th e  top  

q u in t i l e  o r to p  tw enty per cen t c f in te l l ig e n c e  a sp ire d  to  c o lle g e  

e ig h ty -n in e  per cen t of tn e  t:ime, w hereas a boy w ith  a f a th e r  in  a 

s e m i-s k i l le d  o r u n s k ille d  occupa tion  and in  the  bottom  q u in t i l e  of 

in te l l ig e n c e  s tro v e  fo r  c o lleg e  n ine  per cen t o f  the tim e.

Thus, the  com bination o f IQ and f a t h e r 's  occupation  o r 

s o c ia l  c la s s  p o s itio n  s u c c e s s fu lly  p re d ic te d  e d u c a tio n a l am bition  a t  

th e  ex trem es. However, th e  two f a c to r s  were n o t adequate as p re d ic to r s  

o f c o lle g e  a s p ir a t io n  fo r  h igh  school boys of h ig h  in te l l ig e n c e  from 

homes o f low er m iddle c la s s  s t a t u s .  These boys, w ith  f a th e r s  in  

'ta in o r"  w hite  c o l la r  occupa tions  o r in  s k i l l e d  la b o r  o r s e rv ic e  

occu p a tio n s  showed alm ost a 50-50 chance o f aim ing f o r  c o lle g e .

In  an a ttem p t to  e x p la in  t h i s  v a ria n ce  in  e x p e c ta t io n , 

tw en ty -fo u r boys o f h igh  in te l l ig e n c e  were s e le c te d  f o r  in te rv ie w  

a n a ly s is  from the  m iddle range o f th e  o c c u p a tio n a l d i s t r i b u t io n .

H alf o f th e  in te rv ie w  sample a s p ire d  to  c o lle g e ; th e  o th e r  d id  no t 

in te n d  to  go to  c o lle g e .

Kahl re p o rte d  t h a t  th e  in te rv ie w s  d is c lo se d  a c h a r a c te r i s t i c  

way of l i f e  f o r  th e  fa m ilie s  o f th e se  boys. Some p a re n ts  were con ten t 

w ith  t h e i r  way o f l i f e ;  th e  p a re n ts  of th e  c o lle g e  a s p ir a n ts  were n o t. 

The d is c o n te n te d  p a re n ts  t r a in e d  t h e i r  sons from th e  e a r l i e s t  y ea rs  o f 

e lem en tary  schoo l to  ta k e  school s e r io u s ly  and to  use ed u ca tio n  as a 

means to  move upward in to  the  m iddle c l a s s .

The sons who in te r n a l iz e d  m iddle c la s s  values were s u f f i c i e n t ly  

m o tiv a ted  to  overcome th e  o b s ta c le s  which faced  th e  common man boys in  

sch o o l. They saw a reason  f o r  good schoo l perform ance and co lle g e
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a s p i r a t io n .  Sons who showed in  th e i r  e a r ly  schoo l performance 

s ig n s  o f t a l e n t  were pushed forw ard by th e  d isc o n te n te d  p a ren ts  and 

encouraged to  clim b. Kahl viewed th e  school p r im a r ily  as a means of 

a s c e n t ,  the fam ily  as th e  i n i t i a t o r  o f a s c e n t .

P ro je c t  T a le n t i s  a la rg e  s c a le  a tte m p t to  d isco v er what 

may be expected  from c u r re n t h igh  school s tu d e n ts  w ith in  the  n ex t 

te n  o r tw enty  y e a rs .  More than  ten  thousand te a c h e r s ,  school p r in c ip a ls ,  

su p e r in te n d e n ts , school board members, r e g io n a l c o o rd in a to rs , c o n s u lta n ts  

and ad v iso ry  com mittee members ad m in is te red  a s e r ie s  o f t e s t s  to  school 

c h ild re n  th roughou t the  U nited S ta te s .  In  a l l ,  th re e  s tu d e n t inven­

to r i e s  and n in e te e n  t e s t s  were com pleted by ^10 ,000 s tu d e n ts  in  1,353 

sch o o ls . The g o a ls  o f th e  program were s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  to  determ ine the  

a p t i tu d e s  and a b i l i t i e s  of boys and g i r l s  in  th e  n in th  through tw e lf th  

g rad es , to  p rov ide in fo rm atio n  e s s e n t i a l  to  c a re e r  counse ling ; to  s e t  

s tan d ard s  f o r  f u tu r e  e d u c a tio n a l and p sy ch o lo g ica l measurement; to  

fo llo w  up e a r l i e r  s tu d ie s  of s tu d e n ts  in  t h i s  sample a t  one, te n  and

tw en ty -year in te rv a ls - - a n d  f i n a l l y ,  to  p rov ide a b a s is  fo r  im prove-

11ments in  the  American e d u c a tio n a l system .

Horace Mann Bond observed some unique r e s u l t s  th a t  were 

l i s t e d  in  h is  The Search  fo r  T a le n t . The most am bitious " ta le n t  

sea rch "  so f a r  d ev ised —th a t  of th e  N a tio n a l M e rit S ch o la rsh ip  

C o rp o ra tio n —d id  n o t y ie ld  d a ta  by which one can compare s ta t e s  o r 

re g io n s . But o th e r  ex trem ely  in t e r e s t in g  co n c lu sio n s  may be drawn.

One i s  th a t  th o se  so u th e rn  s t a t e s  where one can Id e n t i fy  race  through

11 John G. F lanagan and O th e rs , D esign For A Study o f American 
Y outh. New York: Houghton M if f l in  Company, 1962, p. 16.
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knowing the  names of seg reg a ted  Negro h ig h  sc h o o ls , no t a s in g le  Negro

c h ild  appeared in  th e  s e le c te d  l i s t  o f 1956 s c h o la rsh ip  w inners , n o t

even among th e  more than  fo u r thousand s tu d e n ts  whose c a p a b i l i t i e s  were

recommended to  be p r a c t i c a l ly  e q u iv a le n t to  th o se  o f the  s c h o la rs h ip

r e c ip ie n t s .  F u rth e r  in q u iry  f a i l e d  to  y ie ld  th e  name o f a s in g le  Negro

c h ild  in  the  n a tio n  who was one of th e  1956 s c h o la rsh ip  w inners , or any

c h ild  from a n o rth e rn  or w estern  s ta t e  from any one of th e  la rg e  urban

12high schoo ls known to  be a tten d ed  predom inantly  by Negroes.

Dunbar made some very  p e n e tra tin g  s ta tem en ts  ab o u t, "The 

Negro in  America T oday." As a Negro one has a s p e c ia l  k ind  of problem 

when i t  comes to  ad v is in g  youngsters  on th e  choice of a c a re e r .  Should 

they  be encouraged to  p repare  them selves f o r  f i e l d s  in  which th e  doors 

have long  been shu t to  Negroes in  the  hope th a t  they  w il l  somehow 

break  th rough  th e  b a r r ie r s ?  Or should th ey  be counseled to  s t i c k  to  

the " s a fe "  occupa tions such as te a c h in g , law o r the  m in is te ry ?  Even 

i f  c h ild re n  do n o t pursue p ro fe s s io n a l c a r e e r s ,  a rocky road  aw aits  

them in  th e  c r a f t s .  Negro youth  a re  excluded from ap p re n tic e  t r a in in g  

by r a c i a l  b a rs  in  many of th e  n a t io n 's  c r a f t  un io n s. Less than  one 

per cen t of th e  a p p re n tic e s  in  the  c o n s tru c tio n  tra d e s  a re  N egroes.

In  th e  c o u n try 's  m ajor (32) c i t i e s ,  a su rvey  found only  100 Negroes 

working in  the a p p ren tice  a re a s .  To com plete th e  v ic io u s  c i r c l e ,

Negro you th  were denied  o n -th e - jo b  t r a in in g  by many em ployers.

P a ra d o x ic a lly , o p p o r tu n itie s  are  beginning  to  open up fo r  

young Negroes in  some f i e l d s ,  bu t q u a l i f ie d  cand ida tes  a re  n o t

^^Horace Mann Bond, The Search For T a le n t . Cambridge, Mass­
a c h u s e t ts :  H arvard U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,  1959, pp. 22-23.
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a v a i la b le ,  because p a s t d is c r im in a tio n  d isco u rag ed  them from ta k in g

th e  n ecessa ry  t r a in in g  fo r  what had seemed to  be an u n a t ta in a b le  g o a l.

Perhaps th e  most m i l i t a n t l y  a r t i c u l a t e  b a t t l e r  a g a in s t  b ia s  in  la b o r

i s  A. P h i l l i p  Randolph, 72 y ea r o ld  p re s id e n t o f th e  B rotherhood o f

S leep ing  Car P o r te r s  and th e  Negro v ic e -p re s id e n t  o f th e  AFL-CIO.

Randolph s a id ,  "D isc rim in a tio n  in  employment i s  th e  c r i s i s  o f the

Negro American to d ay . With Negroes c o n s t i tu t in g  th e  m ajor p o r tio n  of

u n s k il le d  la b o r  and w ith  no way to  g e t t r a in in g  in  s k i l l s ,  th ey  a re

1 ?g ra d u a lly  being  re p la c e d  by au to m a tio n ."

Trueblood f e l t  t h a t  th e re  were many a sp e c ts  th a t  must be 

considered  when a co u n se lo r endeavored to  a s s i s t  a Negro s tu d e n t .

'Two th in g s  a re  e v id e n t; th a t  our in h e r i te d  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  or 

in d iv id u a ls  a re  developed o r in h ib i te d  by th e  s o c ia l  p a t te rn s  in to  

which we a re  born ; and th e  e f f e c t  o f membership in  a d isadvan taged  

group may prov ide such f e e l in g s  o f r e j e c t i o n ,  such r e a l  s tro n g  

p sy ch o lo g ica l b a r r i e r s ,  th a t  developm ent i s  h in d e red  o r warped, j u s t  

as among dominant g roups, the e f f e c t s  o f supremacy show them selves 

in  c h a ra c te r .  In  d isadvan taged  g roups, some in d iv id u a ls  seem ab le  

to  r i s e  above th e se  o b s ta c le s  to  a s t r ik in g  d eg ree , b u t f o r  most 

th ey  w il l  be too  g re a t  to  be conquered u n a i d e d .

13E rnest Dunbar, 'The Negro in  America T oday." Look. A p r il  10,
1962. New York; p. 43.

"'^Dennis L. T rueblood, 'The Role of th e  Negro Counselor in  
th e  Guidance o f Negro S tu d e n ts ."  H arvard E d u c a tio n a l Review.
Cambridge, M assach u se tts : Vol. No. 30, I9 6 0 , p. 92.
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I t  was su ggested  by A lb ert and B ern ice  L o t t ,^ 5 th a t  f o r  

Negro s tu d e n ts ,  beh av io r re le v a n t and n e c e ssa ry  fo r  th e  p u r s u i t  o f 

s c h o la s t ic  achievem ent i s  su b je c t to  more in te r f e re n c e  th an  i s  tru e  

fo r  w hite s tu d e n ts  becau se , f o r  th e  form er th e  goal i s  l e s s  un­

e q u iv o c a lly  a p o s i t iv e  one. There i s  good reaso n  to  assume th a t  

s c h o la s t ic  e x c e lle n c e  i s  g e n e ra lly  viewed as means tow ard th e  sub­

sequen t achievem ent o f s o c ia l  and economic rew ards. Negro s tu d e n ts  

undoubtedly  p e rce iv e  th e se  rew ards as b o th  more remote in  tim e and as 

f a r  l e s s  p robab le  o f a tta in m e n t than  do w hite  s tu d e n ts .  White 

s tu d e n ts  on the  o th e r  hand may take f o r  g ran te d  th a t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  in  

school w i l l  be somehow rew arded by s o c ie ty .  Negro s tu d e n ts  canno t.

In  a d d i t io n ,  s in ce  academic achievem ent r e q u ire s  hard  work and s tu d y , 

such a g o a l has n e g a tiv e  as w ell as p o s i t iv e  components. For w hite 

s tu d e n ts  w ith  a b i l i t y ,  th e  promise o f ev e n tu a l rew ard , in  term s of 

h igh  s o c ia l  s ta tu s  fo r  exam ple, is  assumed to  outweigh th e  n eg a tiv e  

a sp e c ts ; f o r  Negro s tu d e n ts  w ith  a b i l i t y ,  t h i s  same assum ption  cannot 

be made as  r e a d i ly .  For th e  l a t t e r  i t  would appear th a t  th e  g o a l of 

s c h o la s t ic  achievem ent has bo th  p o s it iv e  and n e g a tiv e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  

of s u f f i c i e n t ly  eq u a l s t r e n g th  to  produce c o n f l i c t .  The consequences 

of t h i s ,  f o r  th e  in d iv id u a l ,  may be: a type o f w ithdraw al re a c tio n

c h a ra c te r iz e d  by movement toward o th e r  g o a ls  th a t  a re  more c l e a r ly  

p o s i t iv e ;  and a back and f o r th  movement tow ard th e  g o a l o f e d u c a tio n a l 

achievem ent which i s  n o t renounced, b u t a ttem p ts  to  pursue i t  a re  

e a s i ly  d is ru p te d . This g e n e ra l p ro p o s itio n , suggested  by L o t ts '

" '^A lbert J .  and B ern ice  E. L o t t ,  Negro and White Y outh. 
New York: H o lt R in e h a rt and ‘in s to n . I n c . ,  pp. 136-138. 1963.
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f in d in g s ,  th a t  Negro s tu d e n ts  a re  more in  c o n f l i c t  than  a re  w hite  

s tu d e n ts ,  w ith  re g a rd  to  p u r s u i t  of academic g o a ls ,  i s  o f fe re d  as 

an h y p o th e sis  fo r  f u r th e r  s tu d y .

In d ic a tio n s  of th e  emphasis p laced  by Negro you th  on th e  

a tta in m en t o f  th e  f in a n c ia l  goal were re p o rte d  by o th e r  in v e s t ig a ­

to r s .  Johnson, who s tu d ie d  Negro youth in  the  r u r a l  sou th  d u rin g  

the  l a t e  t h i r t i e s ,  found th a t  comments made by h is  s u b je c ts  about 

vo ca tio n s  " g e n e ra lly  in d ic a te d  more d e s ire  f o r  p re s t ig e  and s e c u r i ty

in  term s o f money and p o s i t io n  than  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  in  o r knowledge

1Aabout th e  v o c a t io n ."

Sussman and Y eager, who made an in v e s t ig a t io n  of th e  c r i t e r i a

used by Negro and w hite c o lle g e  s tu d en ts  in  s e le c t in g  a m ate, have

rep o rte d  th a t  economic s e c u r i ty  ranked h ig h e r f o r  th e  form er th an

fo r  th e  l a t t e r .  Of i n t e r e s t ,  to o , in  view o f th e  tendency f o r  th e

Negro le a d e rs  in  our sample to  th in k  of d ea th  o r i l l n e s s  as p o ss ib le

stum bling b locks to  v o c a tio n a l goal a tta in m e n t, i s  ano th er f in d in g

by Sussman and Y eager, t h a t  good h e a l th  as a c r i t e r io n  f o r  mate

17s e le c t io n  was a lso  ranked h ig h e r by Negro than  w hite s tu d e n ts .

In  ano ther in v e s t ig a t io n ,  more d i r e c t l y  r e la te d  to  job  

ch o ices . S inger and S te f f r e  found th a t  a s ig n i f i c a n t ly  g re a te r  p ro ­

p o rtio n  of Negro than  w hite  h ig h  school s e n io rs  checked s e c u r i ty  as 

an im portan t f e a tu re  o f any jo b . S ig n if ic a n t ly  more o f the  w hite

l& Charles S. Johnson, Growing Up in  th e  B lack B e l t . W ashington, 
D. C .: American C ouncil on E du ca tio n , p. 214. 1941-

S. Sussman and H. C. Yeager, J r .  'M ate S e le c tio n  Among 
Negro and White C ollege S tu d e n ts ."  S o c io l. Soc. R es. 1950. Vol 35,
pp. 46- 49 .
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than  Negro re sp o n d en ts , on the  o th e r  hand, f e l t  th a t  i t  was im portan t 

f o r  a Job to  be in te r e s t in g .  S ince th e se  Negro and w hite s tu d e n ts  

were matched on age, sex , and school g ra d e , and p a re n ts ' o ccu p a tio n . 

S inger and S te f f r e  in te rp re te d  t h e i r  r e s u l t s  as suggesting  th a t  race  

i s  a s so c ia te d  w ith  Job va lues in  a manner which i s  independent o f the  

o ccu p a tio n a l le v e l  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n t's  home and which i s  com patib le 

w ith  th e  p re sen t r e la t io n s h ip  of race  and o ccu p a tio n a l o p p o rtu n ity .

Negro and w hite s e n io rs  were found to  d i f f e r  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  

on fo u r of the  tw enty-tw o goals  on which th e y  were r a te d ;  r e l ig io n ,  

and h ap p in ess , were a t t r ib u te d  to  p ro p o r t io n a te ly  more w hite than 

Negro s e n io rs ;  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  and s e c u r i ty  th rough  money and goods, 

were a t t r ib u te d  more o f te n  to  N egroes. The recu rren c e  of f in a n c ia l  

concerns on th e  p a r t  of th e  Negro s tu d e n ts  has o f te n  been d isc u sse d .

I t  i s  im portan t to  n o te , however, th a t  f in a n c ia l  s e c u r i ty  was n o t 

th e  most f re q u e n tly  Judged theme f o r  th e  Negro s e n io rs .  Most dominant 

f o r  them as was th e  case a lso  fo r  w hite  s e n io r s ,  was th e  goal of 

l i k a b i l i t y .  The second and th i r d  most f re q u e n tly  a t t r ib u te d  g o a ls  f o r  

th e  Negro se n io rs  were success and f in a n c ia l  s e c u r i ty .  For th e  w hite 

s e n io rs  the  second most a t t r ib u te d  g o a l was knowledge, fo llow ed  in  

t h i r d  p lace  by su ccess . F in a n c ia l s e c u r i ty  and r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  were 

n o t th e  most f re q u e n tly  judged Negro g o a ls  bu t were Judged more o fte n  

f o r  Negroes than fo r  w h ite s . S im ila r ly ,  r e l ig io n  and happ iness were 

n o t th e  most dominant go a ls  fo r  w hite le a d e r s ,  as a group, bu t were 

a t t r ib u te d  to  them « re a lia b ly  more o f te n  than  to  th e  N egroes.

These d if fe re n c e s  in  g e n e ra l l i f e - g o a l s  were m irro red  by 

the  r e s u l t s  o b ta in ed  from the q u e s tio n  on im p o rtan t m a te r ia l  p o sses­

s io n s .  While most o f the  Negro and w hite  s tu d e n ts  shared  th e  view
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t h a t  p o sse ss io n  of a house, a c a r ,  c lo th in g , investm en ts  ( in  b u s in e s s ,

la n d , o r t o o l s ) ,  and f u r n i tu r e  were among th e  most im portan t th in g s

f o r  a person  to  own, a g r e a te r  p ro p o rtio n  o f th e  w hite  s e n io rs  a lso

chose some f a c i l i t y  or equipm ent designed  f o r  r e la x a t io n ,  th e  p u r s u i t

o f a hobby, o r r e c r e a t io n ,  such as a b o a t. N egroes, on the  o th e r  hand,

f a r  outnumbered w hite  s e n io rs  in  the  choice o f a r a d io ,  or te le v i s io n

s e t ,  symbols o f a more s ta n d a rd  brand of e n te r ta in m e n t and r e la x a t io n

than  was re p re se n te d  by th e  cho ices o f th e  w hite s e n io r s .  Negroes

a lso  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  outnumbered w hites  in  t h e i r  s e le c t io n  o f money

(cash  o r a bank b a la n c e ) . The w hite s e n io rs  app ea red , th u s ,  to  be

reach in g  tow ard s a t i s f a c t io n s  o f a more v a r ie d  and p e rso n a l s o r t  w h ile

18th e  em phasis o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  was on sim ple ta n g ib le s .

I t  was found th a t  th e  sample o f Negro s e n io rs  was more con­

cerned w ith  money p r im a r ily  as a source o f s e c u r i ty .  This was a t  

v a rian ce  w ith  r e p o r ts  from some e a r l i e r  in v e s t ig a t io n s .  F r a z ie r ,  

in  h is  s tu d y  o f youth  in  W ashington, D. C. and L o u is v i l le ,  K entucky, 

du ring  th e  t h i r t i e s ,  found th a t  w ealth  was one o f th e  c h ie f  v a lu es  

o f upper c la s s  y o u t h . B r e n m a n ,  who in te rv iew ed  25 m iddle c la s s  

Negro g i r l s ,  18 to  25 y e a rs  o f age , in  New York C ity  and compared 

them w ith  m id d le -c la s s  w hite  g i r l s ,  a lso  re p o r te d  t h a t  a lth o u g h  b o th  

groups s t r iv e  fo r  e x te rn a l  symbols of l e i s u r e - c la s s  membership, t h i s  

i s  more extrem e among th e  Negro g i r l s . In  a l a t e r  work, F ra z ie r

18s. L. S in g er and B. S te f f r e .  "A Note On R ac ia l D iffe re n c e s  
In  Job Values and D e s i r e s . ' '  Jo u rn a l of S o c ia l P sychology. V ol. No. A3* 
pp. 333-337. 1956.

F ra n k lin  F r a z ie r ,  "Negro Youth At The Crossways." 
W ashington, D. C.:  American C ouncil on E d u ca tio n . 1940*
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s ta te d  th a t  th e  "b lack  b o u rg e o is ie "  p lace  more im portance on money 

and conspicuous consumption th an  on knowledge o r th e  enjoym ent o f 

books and a r t  and m usic , and con sid ered  th e  most s ig n i f i c a n t  a sp e c t 

o f  o n e 's  occupa tion  to  be th e  amount o f income i t  b ro u g h t. The 

sample o f s e n io r s ,  though c l e a r ly  in  a more advantageous so c io ­

economic p o s it io n  than  th e  o th e r  Negro s tu d e n ts ,  con ta in ed  few 

in d iv id u a ls  who would f i t  F r a z i e r 's  c h a ra c te r iz a t io n  of th e  b la c k

b o u rg eo is ie  o r Brenm an's d e s c r ip t io n  of h e r  sample of m id d le -c la s s  
20

Harlem g i r l s .

The in t e r p r e ta t io n  o f th e  d if fe re n c e  between th e  Negro and 

w hite s e n io rs  on dominant g o a ls  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  Negro s tu d e n ts  

were more p reoccup ied  th an  th e  w hite w ith  th e  p u r s u i t  o f c o n c re te , 

e x te rn a l symbols of ach ievem ent, w hile th e  w hite  s tu d e n ts  were 

s t r iv in g  f o r ,  and were concerned w ith , more id io s y n c ra t ic  and more 

a b s tr a c t  elem ents of p e rso n a l contentm ent o r h ap p in ess . I t  was 

suggested  th a t  t h i s  d ive rgance  in  g o a ls  was r e la te d  to  N egro-w hite 

d if fe re n c e s  in  background c o n d itio n s  which e x is te d  n o t only  between 

th e  two t o t a l  sam ples b u t between th e  le a d e rs  as w e ll ,  a lth o u g h  in  

th e  l a t t e r  c a se , th e  s ta tu s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  was n o t as g re a t  as in  th e  

form er. I t  seemed reaso n ab le  to  expec t th a t  th e  whiue s tu d e n ts ,  whose 

p a ren ts  had, f o r  th e  most p a r t  a lre a d y  a t ta in e d  a co n s id e ra b le  degree 

of f in a n c ia l  s e c u r i ty  and r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ,  would be p sy c h o lo g ic a lly  

f r e e r  than  th e  Negro s tu d e n ts  to  seek  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f a more p e rso n a l 

n a tu r e .

F ra n k lin  F r a z ie r ,  B lack B o u rg eo is ie . New York; F ree  
P re s s , 1957, p . 82.
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R elevan t to  th e  above p ro p o s itio n  was th e  f in d in g  by

C en ters t h a t ,  "people in  the  m iddle c la s s  ty p ic a l ly  m a n ife s t a

d e s ire  f o r  s e lf - e x p re s s io n ,  w hile  tho se  who a f f i l i a t e  w ith  the

21working c la s s  most ty p ic a l ly  ex p ress  a d e s ire  f o r  s e c u r i t y . "

In  view o f th e  d if fe re n c e  in  socio-econom ic c o n d itio n s  which e x i s t  

between Negroes and w h ite s , and in  view of th e  f in d in g s  w ith  re s p e c t 

to  d if fe re n c e  in  c la s s  id e n t i f i c a t i o n s ,  i t  was p o s s ib le  to  th in k  of 

w hite  s tu d e n ts  as  being p r im a r ily  m iddle c l a s s ,  and of Negro s tu d e n ts  

as p redom inantly  working c la s s .  A s u f f i c i e n t  body of evidence 

e x is te d  to  amply support B o l la r d 's  co n ten tio n  th a t  "In Negro s o c ie ty  

m iddle c la s s  i s  s t i l l  a p o p u la tio n  sp ike  on a broad base in s te a d  of 

a la rg e  s e c tio n  o f a tru e  pyram id, as one f in d s  i t  in  w hite s o c i e t y . " 

C e n te rs ' d e s c r ip t io n  o f the  two c la s s e s  may th en  be complemented 

by th e  r e p o r t  o f S inger and S te f f r e  th a t  more o f t h e i r  te s te d  

Negro s tu d e n ts  wanted a job  th a t  o ffe re d  s e c u r i ty  w hile  more o f th e  

w hite s tu d e n ts  wanted one th a t  was in t e r e s t in g .

E l l i s  conducted a s tudy  u s in g  one hundred male h ig h  school 

g rad u a te s  who q u a l i f ie d  f o r  c o lle g e  work. H alf o f them were e n ro lle d  

in  co lle g e  f u l l  tim e; the rem ainder, though q u a l i f ie d ,  were non­

c o lle g e  e n ro l le e s .  The b a s is  o f s e le c t io n  fo r  purposes o f th e  s tudy  

was one, or b o th , o f two upper q u a r t i l e s  o f achievem ent w ith  re fe re n c e  

to  n a t io n a l  norms on a b a t te r y  o f achievem ent t e s t s .

The d a ta  were o b ta in ed  th rough in d iv id u a l in te rv ie w s , ta p e -  

reco rd ed . S ubsequently , the  resp o n ses  of each su b je c t were tr a n s c r ib e d

21r . C en te rs , The Psychology of S o c ia l C la ss . P r in c e to n , N. J . i  
P r in c e to n  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,  194-9, p. 74-*
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to  an in te rv ie w  schedule fo r  con ten t a n a ly s is  and coding. I t  was 

p re v io u s ly  suggested  th a t  a p re fe ren ce  of ab le  h igh  school g rad u a tes  

f o r  n o n -co lleg e  a tten d an ce  may be a fu n c tio n  o f th e  in d iv id u a l 's  

a p t i tu d e ,  i n t e r e s t s  and goal e x p e c ta tio n s j h is  fam ily  background and 

in t r a - f a iû i ly  r e la t io n s h ip s ;  h is  school exp erien ces  and p erso n a l 

ad ju stm en t; o r p o ss ib ly  deep p sy ch o lo g ica l m otives.

The f in d in g s  growing out of the  s u b je c t 's  value system 

deriv ed  from the  fo llo w in g  asp ec ts  of the  in v e s t ig a t io n :  (1) 

f a t h e r 's  o ccu p a tio n , (2) s o n 's  e d u ca tio n a l o b je c t iv e s ,  (3) 

s u b je c t 's  p o s tu la tio n  of th e  b e s t p o ss ib le  l i f e ,  (4) c a re e r  ex p ec ta ­

t io n ,  (5) p re fe rre d  work s a t i s f a c t io n s ,  and (6) the d e c is io n  to

22a tte n d  o r n o t to  a t te n d  c o lle g e .

The u n u su a lly  ta le n te d  h igh  school s e n io r  has always 

a t t r a c t e d  th e  a t te n t io n  o f h i s to r i a n s ,  b io g ra p h e rs , p h ilo so p h e rs , 

p o e ts , and th e  people a t  la rg e .  His c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  s o c ie ty ,  

w hether as a le a d e r  of h is  c la s s ,  an o f f ic e r  in  the  army, a c iv ic  

le a d e r ,  a source o f r e l ig io u s  in s p i r a t io n ,  a c re a to r  of a r t ,  o r as 

an e n te r ta in e r  have always been valued h ig h ly . N ev e rth e le ss , as 

Lew Terman po in ted  ou t many y ears  ago in  the p re fa c t  to  h is  G enetic  

S tu d ie s  o f G enius. t h i s  in t e r e s t  and a p p re c ia tio n  d id  n o t le a d  to  

much sy stem a tic  s c i e n t i f i c  re se a rc h  on the phenomenon of t a l e n t .  

’.Tiatever has been accom plished has been th e  work of a com paratively  

few s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  and e d u c a to rs . M oreover, the  problem o f th e  

supply  o f t a l e n t  has seldom been the su b je c t o f p u b lic  concern.

B e tty  W alters E l l i s ,  'To A ttend Or Not To A ttend C o lle g e ."  
Unpublished D o c to r 's  d i s s e r ta t io n .  U n iv e rs ity  of Southern  C a l if o rn ia .  
Los A ngeles, C a l ifo rn ia :  1962.
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The reaso n s f o r  t h i s  n e g le c t a re  n o t d i f f i c u l t  to  d is c e rn .

In  e a r l i e r  tim e s , and to  some e x te n t even today , an in d iv id u a l w ith  

e x tra o rd in a ry  a b i l i t y  seemed alm ost s u p e m a tu ra lly  d i f f e r e n t  from 

o th e r men. T a len t was taken  as som ething e x p lic a b le  on ly  in  term s 

o f th e  f a c t  th a t  some are  born w ith  i t  w hile  o th e rs  a re  n o t .  This

concep tion  had f re q u e n t ly  been supplem ented by the  view th a t  c e r ta in

p r iv ile g e d  c la s s e s  in  s o c ie ty  were much more l i k e ly  than  o th e rs  to  

produce ta le n te d  in d iv id u a ls  and, th e r e f o r e ,  th a t  th e i r  p r iv i le g e s  

should be p ro te c te d  f o r  th e  w e lfa re  o f s o c ie ty .  W ithout e n t i r e ly  

d isc a rd in g  th i s  v iew po in t, dem ocratic  s o c ie t ie s  have supported  th e  

co n ten tio n  th a t  people w ith  t a l e n t  w i l l  emerge from th e  p o o res t o f 

backgrounds i f  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  ed u ca tio n  i s  a v a i la b le  to  a l l . ^3

In  re c e n t y e a r s ,  su rveys of h ig h  school g rad u a te s  focused  

a t te n t io n  on s tu d e n ts  o f u p p e r - le v e l a b i l i t y  who have n o t con tinued  

from h igh  school to  c o lle g e . The p re se n t chap te r has review ed some 

o f th e se  su rv e y s . For th e  most p a r t ,  th e  f in d in g s  were com parable.

I t  was observed by s e v e ra l in v e s t ig a to r s  th a t  c e r ta in  f a c to r s  were 

o p e ra tiv e  in  th e  d e c is io n  o f q u a l i f ie d  g rad u a tes  n o t to  a t te n d  c o lle g e . 

These were; ( l )  p a re n ts ' a t t i t u d e  tow ards ed u ca tio n , (2) p a re n ts '

ed u ca tio n , (3) f a t h e r 's  o ccu p a tio n , (4) s iz e  of fa m ily , (5)

f in a n c ia l  need , (6) in d e f in i te  p la n s , (7) la c k  of i n t e r e s t  in  

f u r th e r  ed u ca tio n , (8) com peting a t t r a c t i o n s ,  as m a rriag e , a jo b , 

e n try  in to  the  armed fo rc e s ,  and (9) a  s e t  of va lues which d id  n o t 

in c lu d e  ed u ca tio n .

230ouglas W. B ray, I s su e s  In  The Study o f T a le n t . New York: 
K in g 's  Grown P re s s ,  Columbia U n iv e rs ity ,  1954, p. 1.
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A d d itio n a lly ,  th e  review  o f th e  l i t e r a t u r e  p resen ted  a 

c o n c e p tu a liz a tio n  o f value  s tru c tu re  as a framework f o r  re s e a rc h  on 

th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  betw een va lues and e d u c a tio n . A study  o f h igh  

school s tu d e n ts ' v a lu es  conducted w ith in  th e  framework of t r a d i t i o n a l  

v e rsu s  emergent va lu es  was re p o r te d . Emergent va lues were found to  

outweigh the t r a d i t i o n a l  among h igh  school s tu d e n ts .  I t  was no ted  

a l s o ,  th a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  va lues supported  e d u c a tio n a l achievem ent 

and th a t  s tu d e n ts  w ith  h ig h  t r a d i t io n a l - v a lu e  sco re s  d ir e c te d  th e i r  

choice of occupa tion  tow ards th e  top  rungs o f th e  o c c u p a tio n a l la d d e r .



CHAPTER I I I  

ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

In  a r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  s o c ie ty ,  th e  a c t io n s  o f young people 

fo llo w  upon d e c is io n s  made in  resp o n se  to  c e r ta in  p re s su re s  bu t 

under c o n d itio n s  which should p rov ide  a maximum freedom o f ch o ice . 

These cho ice p o in ts  occur a t  i r r e g u la r  in t e r v a l s ,  and fo r  d i f f e r e n t  

persons th e re  a re  vary ing  numbers o f such cho ice p o in ts .  One p o in t 

o f l im ite d  cho ice occurs when a c h i ld  le av es  e lem en tary  sch o o l. At 

th a t  tim e th e  c h i ld  w il l  decide e i th e r  to  con tinue  g e n e ra l schoo ling  

w ith in  th e  framework o f th e  com pulsory ed u ca tio n  law s, or to  leav e  

school e n t i r e ly  and embark upon h is  work c a re e r ,  p rov id ing  th e  law 

a llow s him to  do so . A second cho ice p o in t occurs a t  the  beg inn ing  

o f or d u rin g  th e  h igh  school c a re e r  of th e  in d iv id u a l ,  when he 

must decide w hether he should em phasize th e  h igh  schoo l curricu lum  

le a d in g  to  c o l le g e , to  immediate v o c a tio n a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  or to  

te rm in a l g e n e ra l ed u c a tio n . A nother im p o rtan t choice occurs a t  th e  

co n c lu sio n  o f h igh  sch o o l. At t h i s  tim e the s tu d e n t must decide i f  

he i s  to  con tin u e  in  sch o o l, f in d  a jo b , m arry , or undertake some 

o th e r  cou rse  o f a c t i v i t y .  I t  i s  t h i s  th i r d  choice p o in t ,  occuring  

im m ediately  a f t e r  h igh  sch o o l, t h a t  i s  the  main concern o f th i s  

s tu d y .

32
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Plan  o f  the  Study 

A prim ary assum ption e s ta b l is h e d  here was th a t  an in o rd in a te  

w aste o f t a l e n t  occurs In  our e d u c a tio n a l system . Although in te r e s te d  

in  o b ta in in g  advanced t r a in in g ,  many young persons w ith  su p e rio r  

a b i l i t i e s  never accom plish  t h i s  g o a l. O ther su p e rio r  young persons 

f a i l  to  show an i n t e r e s t  in  such t r a in in g .  Much of th e  in t e l l e c tu a l  

t a l e n t  in  t h i s  co u n try , as w ell as o th e r  k inds o f t a l e n t ,  i s  never 

developed; thus r e s u l t in g  in  s u b s ta n t ia l  waste to  the  happiness o f 

th e  in d iv id u a l and th e  w e lfa re  o f s o c ie ty .

A b a s ic  q u e s tio n n a ire ,  l a t e r  e n t i t l e d  "A fter High School— 

What?" was p rep ared . The b a s ic  d a ta  f o r  the  s tudy  were ob ta ined  

between A p ril 15, and May 1, 19&4, when copies o f the  q u e s tio n n a ire  

were se n t to  D ouglass and C a p ito l H i l l  High Schools o f Oklahoma C ity , 

Oklahoma, and Booker T. W ashington and D aniel W ebster High Schools of 

T u lsa , Oklahoma. Douglass and Booker T. Washington High Schools were 

p redom inantly  Negro sc h o o ls . Completed q u e s tio n n a ire s  were ob ta ined  

from 100 per cen t o f th e  se n io rs  who were in  the top  20 per cen t of 

t h e i r  re sp e c tiv e  c la s s e s .

When th e  q u e s tio n n a ire s  were re tu rn e d , the  d a ta  from each 

school were ta b u la te d ,  com piled, and analyzed . L a te r th e  two Negro 

sch o o ls ' d a ta  were combined s e p a ra te ly  and the  d a ta  from the  two 

w hite schools were combined s e p a ra te ly .  Because the  b a s ic  q u es tio n ­

n a ire  d a ta  were c o l le c te d  befo re  th e  se n io rs  had a c tu a l ly  graduated  

from h igh  sch o o l, and had th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  e n ro l l  in  c o lleg e  the 

fo llo w in g  f a l l ,  th e  a n a ly s is  was in  terras o f what th e se  se n io rs  

s a id  they  planned to  do a f t e r  h ig h  school r a th e r  than  in  term s o f what
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they  a c tu a l ly  d id  a f t e r  g rad u a tio n . The m ajor f a c to r s  considered  in  

th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  were: occupation  and ed u ca tio n  o f bo th  p a re n ts ,

economic s ta tu s  o f  fa m ily , course or cu rricu lum  tak en  in  h igh  school 

and fu tu re  p lans o f th e  s e n io r s .  P a r e n t 's  a t t i t u d e  toward th e  

s tu d e n t 's  going to  c o lle g e  and how th e  s e n io r  p erce iv ed  h im se lf te n  

y ea rs  hence were a lso  determ ined .

Sex D is tr ib u t io n  o f Sample

There were 105 Negro se n io rs  in c lu d ed  in  th e  sam ple, c o n s is t in g

of th i r ty - tw o  m ales and se v e n ty - th re e  fem a les . Seventy  per cen t o f th e

Negro s tu d e n ts  were g i r l s  and only  30 per cen t were boys. The w hite

s e n io rs  were more e q u a lly  d iv id ed  w ith  f i f t y - s e v e n  m ales and f i f t y -  

s ix  fem ales in c lu d ed  in  th e  sam ple. The above d if fe re n c e  in  th e  

r a t i o  of sex  d if fe re n c e s  in  th e  two c la s s e s  was q u i te  re v e a lin g .

This was, no doubt, caused in  p a r t  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  many Negro male 

s tu d e n ts  dropped o u t o f schoo l p r io r  to  th e  tw e l f th  grade and th a t  

Negro g i r l s  tended  to  ach ieve  g r e a te r  su ccess  in  th e  academic l i f e  

of th e  sch o o l. With 38 p e r cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  l iv in g  w ith  

th e i r  m others on ly  i t  became im p era tiv e  t h a t  th e  boy culm inate h is  

h igh  schoo l c a re e r  in  o rd e r to  beg in  work to  a s s i s t  th e  mother in  

c a r in g  f o r  th e  fa m ily . The above f in d in g s  a re  d e p ic te d  in  F igu re  1.

Age o f S tu d en ts  

Three per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  were n in e te e n , 3 per 

cen t were s ix te e n ,  34 per cen t were e ig h te e n , and 60 per cen t were 

seven teen  y e a rs  o f ag e . Two male s e n io rs  were n in e te e n  and one 

fem ale n in e te e n . Two fem ales and one male were s ix te e n  and n ine
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m ales were e ig h te e n  and tw enty-seven  fem ales were e ig h te e n  y e a rs  o f 

age. There were tw enty-one males and fo r ty - tw o  fem ales who were 

seven teen  y e a rs  o f age. In  th e  w hite sample everyone was e i th e r  

seven teen  o r e ig h te e n . T h ir ty -e ig h t  m ales were seven teen  as com­

pared w ith  th i r ty - n in e  fem ales who were sev en te en . There were n in e te e n  

m ales who were e ig h te e n  and seventeen  fem ales who were e ig h te e n  y e a rs  

of age. In  every  case where com parisons were made between Negro and 

w h ite , th e  Negro s e n io rs  were s l i g h t ly  o ld e r  than  th e  w hite  s e n io rs .  

None of the  w hite  s e n io rs  inc luded  in  th e  sample were over e ig h teen  

y e a rs  o f age a t  th e  tim e th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  was made. F igu re  2 

i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  age d i s t r i b u t io n  of th e  Negro and w hite s e n io rs  

involved  in  t h i s  s tu d y .

M a r ita l  S ta tu s  

Of th e  105 Negro s e n io rs  inc lu d ed  in  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,

101 were s in g le .  N in e ty -s ix  per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 91 

per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  had no in te n t io n  o f m arry ing . Seven 

per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  and 1 per c en t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  

were engaged to  be m arried  and 3 per cen t of th e  Negro and w hite 

s e n io rs  were m arried  a t  th e  tim e th i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  was conducted.

There appeared to  be no s ig n i f i c a n t  d if fe re n c e  in  th e  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  

o f Negro and w hite  s e n io r s .  I t  was in t e r e s t in g  to  f in d  th a t  th e  

m arried  s tu d e n ts  were encouraged to  con tin u e  t h e i r  h ig h  school 

c a re e r  in  th e  sch o o ls  re p re se n te d  in  th i s  s tu d y . In  many school 

system s m arried  s tu d e n ts  a re  asked to  w ithdraw  from school immedi­

a te ly .
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S ta tu s  o f th e  Home

S ev e ra l I d e n t i f ie d  f a c to r s  suggested  the  in f lu e n c e  o f th e  

home in de te rm in in g  w hether o r n o t ab le  s tu d e n ts  a t te n d  c o lle g e . 

N inety -seven  per c e n t o f the Negro f a th e r s  were l iv in g  as compared 

w ith  96 per cen t o f the  w hite f a th e r s .  N inety  per cen t o f the  

Negro s tu d e n ts  and 96 per cen t of th e  w hite s tu d e n ts ' m others were 

l iv in g  when th i s  s tu d y  was made. F igure 3 d e p ic ts  the percen tage of 

s tu d en ts  whose f a th e r s  and m others were l iv in g  a t  th e  tim e th e  in v e s t i ­

g a tio n  was u n dertaken .

There was a g re a t  d if f e re n c e ,  however, between th e  number of 

Negro se n io rs  who l iv e d  w ith  one p a re n t and th e  number o f w hite s e n io rs  

who l iv e d  w ith  one p a re n t . T h ir ty -n in e  per cen t o f th e  Negro s tu d e n ts  

l iv e d  w ith  one p a re n t;  one per cen t l iv e d  w ith  the f a th e r  and 38 per 

cen t liv e d  w ith  th e  m other. Thus, over o n e - th ird  of th e  g rad u a tin g  

Negro s e n io rs  l iv e d  w ith  one p a re n t . T his f a c to r  may have had a 

d e f in i te  a f f e c t  on the c h i ld 's  a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e l .  On many of th e  

r e tu rn s  i t  was s ta te d  th a t  th e  s tu d e n t had to  go to  work im m ediately 

fo llo w in g  g rad u a tio n  in  o rd er to  a s s i s t  th e  mother as th e  lone b read ­

winner in  th e  household . The ab le  s tu d e n t i s  thus denied th e  o p p o rtu n ity  

o f reach ing  h is  f u l l e s t  p o te n t ia l .  In very  few cases d id  th e  s tu d e n t 

have knowledge as to  the  whereabouts o f h is  f a th e r .  C on tra ry  to  the  

co n d itio n s  found in  th e  Negro home, on ly  12 per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  

were l iv in g  w ith  one p a re n t. Three per cen t of them were l iv in g  w ith  th e  

f a th e r  and 9 per c e n t were l iv in g  w ith  th e  m other. The prevalence o f 

broken homes in  th e  fa m ilie s  of Negro s tu d e n ts  as compared w ith  the  

w hite s e n io rs  was s t a r t l i n g .  F igure  5 c l e a r ly  d e p ic ts  th e  above r e s u l t s .
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O ccupation o f P aren ts  

In  t h i s  ab le  group , the s tu d en ts  who planned to  work came 

predom inantly  from th e  homes of dom estic w orkers and p a re n ts  whose 

occupations were n o n -p ro fe s s io n a l and men whose jo b s  were u n s k il le d . 

•N inety-four per cen t o f th e  Negro se n io rs  had f a th e r s  whose occupa tions 

were n o n -p ro fe s s io n a l. In two in s ta n c e s , however, th e  f a th e r s  were 

c o lleg e  g ra d u a te s . One o f th e se  worked as a p a r te r  in  a bank and 

th e  o th e r  served  as a  g a rd en e r fo r  a p r iv a te  fa m ily . Three per cen t 

o f th e  f a th e r s  were r e t i r e d  and 3 per cen t had p ro fe s s io n a l  jo b s . In 

every  in s ta n c e  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  job held  by the  Negro f a th e r  was th a t  

o f a p u b lic  school te a c h e r .

A pproxim ately o n e - f i f th  o f th e  w hite f a th e r s  he ld  p ro fe s s io n a l 

jo b s . Four per cen t o f th e  f a th e r s  were n o t l i v in g ,  78 per cen t had 

jobs th a t  were n o n -p ro fe s s io n a l and one f a th e r  was r e t i r e d .  In  many 

cases i t  was observed th a t  th e  w hite f a th e r s ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  only  had 

a h igh  school e d u c a tio n , h e ld  su p e rv iso ry  p o s itio n s  in  many of th e  

in d u s tr ie s  of T u lsa  and Oklahoma C ity . Sons and d au g h te rs  of p ro fe s s io n ­

a l  f a th e r s  g e n e ra lly  a s p ire d  to  jobs th a t  were s im i la r .

About 14 per cen t o f th e  m others o f Negro s e n io rs  had jobs 

th a t  were p ro fe s s io n a l .  Of th e  f i f t e e n  m others invo lved  in  t h i s  

ca teg o ry , n in e  were te a c h e r s .  There were th i r ty - tw o  m others who had 

no job  o u ts id e  th e  home and were l i s t e d  as housew ives. In  one case 

th e  m other was a maid and a p a r t- t im e , or s u b s t i tu te  te a c h e r .  This 

mother h e ld  a M aster o f  Science degree from an o u ts ta n d in g  in s t i t u t i o n  

o f h ig h e r le a rn in g . E ig h ty -s ix  per cen t of th e  Negro m others he ld  

jobs th a t  were n o n -p ro fe s s io n a l.
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Four per cen t o f the w hite m others had jobs bu t n in e ty - f iv e  

per cen t had jo b s  th a t  were n o n -p ro fe s s io n a l.  Of th e se  107 non­

p ro fe s s io n a l w ives, f i f ty - tw o  served  as housewives o n ly . A l i t t l e  

more than  h a l f  o f th e  w hite wives worked and a l i t t l e  more than  tw o- 

th i rd s  o f th e  Negro wives worked. A lthough in  most cases th e  Negro 

fa m ilie s  were found to  have more c h ild re n  than  the  w hite f a m i l i e s ,  

th e  Negro m others a p p a re n tly  could n o t a f fo rd  to  rem ain home. Another 

f a c to r  was t h a t  in  most in s ta n c e s ,  s a la ry  o f the w hite f a th e r  exceeded 

th a t  o f th e  Negro f a th e r .  S ince in  many in s ta n c e s  th e  Negro s e n io r  had 

no immediate person  to  em ulate , i t  seemed q u ite  c le a r  why many o f th e se  

se n io rs  f a i l e d  to  e s ta b l i s h  h ig h e r go a ls  and a s p ir a t io n s ,  In  many 

ca ses , however, th e  s tu d e n ts  had a s p ire d  onward and upward in  s p i te  of 

p re v a ilin g  u n fav o rab le  c ircu m stan ces.

E ducation o f P a re n ts

As one m ight have exp ec ted , th e  educa tion  o f th e  p a re n ts  was 

r e la te d  to  th e  a f te r -h ig h -s c h o o l p lan s  o f th e  h igh  a b i l i t y  y ou th . There 

were few d if f e re n c e s  between the  Negro p a re n ts ' ed u ca tio n  from Oklahoma 

C ity  and between th e  Negro p a re n ts ' ed u ca tio n  from T u lsa . Although 

th i s  study  endeavored to  compare th e  a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e l  o f Negroes w ith  

th a t  o f the  w h ite s , more s i m i l a r i t i e s  were d iscovered  between th e  

educa tion  o f p a re n ts  o f Negro s e n io rs  from T ulsa and Oklahoma C ity . 

G enerally  th e  same percen tage of f a th e r s  o f Negro s e n io rs  from Oklahoma 

C ity  and T u lsa  com pleted the  tw e lf th  g rad e . One per cen t o f  th e  Negro 

f a th e r s  on ly  com pleted the  s ix th  g ra d e , 6 per cen t f in is h e d  th e  e ig h th  

g rad e , 2 per cen t com pleted th e  n in th  g ra d e , 11 per cen t com pleted th e  

te n th  g rad e , 6 p e rc e n t com pleted th e  e le v e n th  g rad e , 39 per cen t
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com pleted the  tw e lf th  grade and 28 per cen t e i th e r  f in is h e d  c o lleg e  

o r com pleted one or more y e a rs .  An exam ination of the  e d u c a tio n a l 

background of w hite f a th e r s  showed th e  fo llo w in g ; th re e  per cen t 

com pleted th e  s ix th  g rad e , 11 per cen t com pleted th e  e ig h th  g rad e ,

6 per c e n t completed th e  n in th  g rad e , 6 per cen t com pleted th e  te n th  

g rad e , 2 per cen t f in is h e d  th e  e le v e n th  grade and 48 per cen t culm inated 

th e i r  educa tio n  in  th e  tw e l f th  g rad e . Tw enty-four per cen t o f the  

w hite f a th e r s  completed o r a tte n d e d  c o lleg e  fo r  a t  l e a s t  a y e a r .

The education  o f Negro m others was as fo llo w s: one per cen t

of them only  went as f a r  as th e  s ix th  g rad e , 2 per cen t com pleted th e  

e ig h th  g rad e , 1 per cen t f in is h e d  th e  n in th  g rad e , 10 per cen t completed 

th e  te n th  g rad e , 10 per cen t com pleted the  e le v e n th  g rad e , and 44 per 

cen t e i th e r  completed h igh  school o r a t  l e a s t  began the  tw e lf th  g rade. 

There were 31 per cen t of th e  m others who f in is h e d  c o lleg e  or a t  l e a s t  

com pleted one year of c o lle g e .

The fo llow ing  breakdown sym bolized the  e d u c a tio n a l le v e ls  o f 

th e  m others o f w hite s e n io rs ;  one per cen t culm inated t h e i r  ed uca tion  

in  th e  seven th  g rad e , as compared w ith  1 per cen t of Negro m others 

whose low est grade cu lm ination  was th e  s ix th  g rade . Ten per cen t 

com pleted th e i r  ed uca tion  in  th e  e ig h th  grade as compared w ith  only  

2 per cen t of the  Negro m others whose educa tion  te rm in a ted  in  th e  

e ig h th  g rad e . Five per cen t only  f in is h e d  th e  n in th  grade as compared 

w ith  1 per cen t o f th e  Negro m others. Seven per cen t o f th e  w hite 

m others f in is h e d  the  te n th  grade as compared w ith  10 per cen t o f the 

Negro m others whose ed u ca tio n  was te rm in a ted  a t  th e  te n th  g rad e .

E ig h t per cen t of th e  w hite m others com pleted th e i r  edu ca tio n  in  th e  

e le v e n th  g rad e , whereas 10 per cen t o f th e  Negro m others cu lm inated
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t h e i r  ed u ca tio n  in  th e  e lev en th  g rad e . F o rty -sev en  per cen t o f the  

w hite m others com pleted th e  tw e lf th  grade as compared w ith  44 per 

cen t o f the  Negro m others f in is h in g  th e  tw e lf th  g rad e . There was 

th e re fo re  no ap p a re n t s ig n i f i c a n t  d if fe re n c e  between th e  two groups 

reg a rd in g  th e  r e g u la r  p u b lic  school ed u ca tio n  o f th e  Negro m others 

and th e  w hite  m o th ers . Twenty-one per cen t o f the  w hite m others 

com pleted c o lle g e  o r a t  l e a s t  com pleted one y e a r o f c o lle g e  as com­

pared  w ith  31 per cen t of the  Negro m others in  t h i s  c a te g o ry . A 

g re a te r  p e rcen tag e  o f  th e  Negro m o thers , th e r e f o r e ,  e i t h e r  com pleted 

co lle g e  o r f in i s h e d  one y e a r , than  had th e  w hite  m o thers . A g r e a te r  

percen tage  o f  Negro f a th e r s  e i th e r  had com pleted c o lle g e  o r one y ea r 

o f a tten d an ce  th an  had th e  w hite f a th e r s .  F ig u res  6 and 7 i l l u s t r a t e  

the  above f in d in g s .

E du ca tio n  A tta in ed  by O lder B ro th e rs  and S is te r s  

An a tte m p t was made to  a r r iv e  a t  th e  fa m ily  p a t te r n  o f 

ed u ca tio n  by a c q u ir in g  in fo rm ation  about th e  ed u ca tio n  o f o ld e r  

b ro th e rs  o r s i s t e r s .  S l ig h t ly  more than  one h a l f  o f  th e  Negro 

se n io rs  had no o ld e r  b ro th e rs  and approx im ate ly  th e  same number had 

no o ld e r  s i s t e r s .  In  cases where Negro s e n io rs  had o ld e r  b ro th e r s ,

50 per cen t had b ro th e rs  and 67 per cen t had s i s t e r s  who had gone to  

c o lle g e . F o rty  per cen t had b ro th e rs  who had e i t h e r  e n te re d  o r 

com pleted th e  tw e l f th  grade and 31 per ce n t had s i s t e r s  who had 

e i th e r  e n te re d  o r  com pleted th e  tw e l f th  g rad e . Seven per ce it had 

b ro th e rs  who had com pleted the  e le v e n th  grade and o n ly  2 p e r cen t 

had s i s t e r s  who had com pleted th e  e le v e n th  g rad e . Three p e r cen t 

o f th e  Negro s e n io r s  had b ro th e rs  who went as f a r  as th e  te n th  g rade 

b u t none o f them had s i s t e r s  who on ly  com pleted th e  te n th  g rad e .
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S ix ty  per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  had no o ld e r  b ro th e r  as 

compared w ith  63 per cen t who had no o ld e r  s i s t e r s .  In  cases where 

th e  w hite s e n io r  had o ld e r  b ro th e r s ,  58 per cen t o f th e se  b ro th e rs  had 

e i th e r  com pleted c o lle g e  o r had a tten d ed  co lle g e  as compared w ith  41 

per cen t o f o ld e r  s i s t e r s  who e i th e r  had com pleted c o lle g e  o r had 

a tten d ed  c o l le g e . Tw enty-siven per cen t of th e se  o ld e r  b ro th e rs  had 

com pleted th e  tw e l f th  grade as compared w ith  54 p e r cen t of o ld e r  

s i s t e r s  who had com pleted the  tw e lf th  g rad e . F ourteen  per cen t of 

th e  b ro th e rs  com pleted th e  e le v e n th  grade and on ly  2 per cen t o f th e  

o ld e r  s i s t e r s  com pleted th e  e le v e n th  g rad e . Of th e  Negro se n io rs  

who had o ld e r  b ro th e r s ,  90 per cen t of th e se  b ro th e rs  went as f a r  

as th e  tw e lf th  g rad e . N in e ty -e ig h t per cen t o f  th e  o ld e r  s i s t e r s  

went as f a r  as th e  tw e lf th  g rade . Of th e  w hite s e n io rs  who had 

o ld e r b ro th e r s ,  85 per cen t o f th e se  o ld e r  b ro th e rs  went as f a r  as 

th e  tw e lf th  g rad e . N in e ty -f iv e  per cen t o f th e  o ld e r  w hite s i s t e r s  

went as f a r  as th e  tw e lf th  g rad e . As th e  r e s u l t  o f th e se  f in d in g s  

i t  may be concluded th a t  in  fa m ilie s  where o ld e r  b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s  

have a tten d ed  school and have gone as f a r  as th e  tw e lf th  grade or 

even h ig h e r, th e  younger b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s  w i l l  a t  l e a s t  go as 

f a r  in  school as t h e i r  o ld e r  b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s .  The above f in d in g s  

a re  d ep ic te d  in  F ig u re s  8 and 9.

Fam ily Income

The so u rces  o f fam ily  income f o r  th e  Negro and w hite se n io rs  

a re  shown in  F igure  10. F o rty -n in e  per cen t o f th e  Negro p a re n ts  and 

50 per cen t of th e  w hite p a re n ts  rec e iv e d  wages on an h o u rly  o r d a i ly  

b a s is  and 43 per cen t o f th e  Negro p a re n ts  and 36 per cen t o f the
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w hite p a re n ts  had income which f e l l  in  th e  c a teg o ry  o f a  f ix e d  

s a la ry  paid  on a m onthly or y e a r ly  b a s is .  E ig h t per c e n t o f th e  

Negro p a re n ts  and 16 per cen t o f th e  w hite p a re n ts  re c e iv e d  t h e i r  

income from p ro fe s s io n a l  f e e s  o r w elfa re  or o th e r  so u rces  and 4 

per cen t o f Negroes and w hites  had incomes which were th e  r e s u l t  

o f in v e stm en ts . The two groups thus did  n o t d i f f e r  g r e a t ly  w ith  

reg a rd  to  source  o f fam ily  income. Wages pa id  on an h o u rly  b a s is  

were most f re q u e n t ly  m entioned by b o th  groups and f ix e d  s a la ry  

paid  on m onthly o r y e a r ly  b a s is  was n ex t m entioned most o f te n .

L evel o f Fam ily Income 

F if ty -o n e  per cen t o f  th e  Negro fa m il ie s  and 61 per cen t 

o f th e  w hite f a m i l ie s  l iv e d  com fortab ly  b u t were n o t w e ll- to -d o ;

20 per c en t o f th e  Negro and 22 per cen t o f th e  w hite  fa m il ie s  had 

a l l  th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  b u t n o t many lu x u r ie s ;  6 per cen t o f th e  Negro 

f a m il ie s  and 5 per c en t o f th e  w h ite  f a m ilie s  were id e n t i f i e d  as 

being  w e ll- to -d o  and 23 per c en t o f th e  Negro f a m i l ie s  and 12 per 

cen t of th e  w hite f a m i l ie s  f r e q u e n t ly  had d i f f i c u l t y  in  making ends 

m eet. I t  was ap p a re n t th a t  th e  economic s ta tu s  o f th e  f a m il ie s  o f 

th e se  ab le  s tu d e n ts  was somewhat s im i la r  a lth o u g h  Negro fa m il ie s  

had more d i f f i c u l t y  making ends m eet.

C urricu lum  Followed in  High School 

In  c o n s id e r in g  th e  h igh  school cu rricu lum  in  which th e  

ab le  h igh  schoo l s e n io rs  were e n ro l le d ,  i t  should  be remembered 

th a t  n o t a l l  schoo l invo lved  in  th e  s tu d y  had e q u a lly  com prehensive 

c u r r ic u la  a lth o u g h  a l l  fo u r  sch o o ls  p rov ided  e x te n s iv e  o p p o r tu n ity  

to  meet in d iv id u a l  s tu d e n t n eed s . E igh ty  per cen t o f th e  Negro
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se n io rs  and 57 per cen t o f  th e  w hite s e n io rs  fo llow ed  th e  c o lle g e  

p re p a ra to ry  curricu lum  in  h ig h  school and 7 per cen t o f the  Negro 

and 23 per cen t o f th e  w hite had chosen th e  g en e ra l cu rricu lum  in  

h igh  schoo l. F ive per cen t o f th e  Negro boys and 11 per cen t o f the  

w hite boys e le c te d  th e  te c h n ic a l  cu rricu lum  in  h ig h  sch o o l, 5 p e r 

cent o f Negro se n io rs  and 8 per cen t o f w hite  s e n io rs  took  th e  

commercial curricu lum  and 3 p e r cen t o f Negro se n io rs  and 1 per 

cent o f w hite  s e n io rs  fo llow ed  c u r r ic u la  o th e r  than  tho se  m entioned.

Only 5 per cen t of th e  Negro boys undertook  th e  te c h n ic a l  

curriculum  as  compared w ith  11 per cen t o f th e  w hite boys. The 

educated Negro a p p a re n tly  p lace  low value on p re p a ra tio n  f o r  a 

voca tion  n o t re q u ir in g  a co lle g e  ed u ca tio n  s in ce  a f a r  h ig h e r p e r­

centage of Negro s tu d e n ts  e le c te d  th e  c o lle g e  p re p a ra to ry  program 

than  d id  th e  w h ite . S ince th e  Negro had had so much d i f f i c u l t y  in  

e n te r in g  th e  v a rio u s  u n io n s , fo r  many y e a rs  i t  was alm ost f u t i l e  fo r  

him to  go to  school and s p e c ia l iz e  in  a s p e c i f ic  tra d e  o r c r a f t .

This f a c t  may have s ig n i f i c a n t  Im p lic a tio n s  f o r  guidance and 

counseling  s e rv ic e s  in  th e  sch o o ls . The above f in d in g s  a re  de­

p ic te d  in  F igure  12.

Reason f o r  C urriculum  S e le c tio n

Large d if fe re n c e s  reg a rd in g  th e  reaso n s  g iven f o r  choosing 

th e i r  h igh  school courses were found between Negro s e n io rs  and w hite  

s e n io rs .  Seventy  per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 59 per cen t of 

the  w hite s e n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  the  reaso n  f o r  t h e i r  choosing th e  

curricu lum  fo llow ed  in  h igh  school was th a t  i t  b e s t  f i t t e d  t h e i r  

v o c a tio n a l p la n s . T h i r ty - f iv e  per cen t o f th e  Negro se n io rs  and
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30 per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  in d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  reason  was th a t  

i t  Was th e  course th a t  seemed most in t e r e s t in g .  T h i r ty - f iv e  per cen t 

o f  th e  Negro s e n io rs  re v e a le d  th a t  i t  was th e  c o u n s e lo r 's  adv ice which 

le d  them to  pursue the  cu rricu lum  fo llow ed  w hile 16 per cen t o f th e  

w hite s e n io rs  confirm ed th a t  i t  was th e  c o u n s e lo r 's  advice th a t  le d  

them to  pursue such a program. The consequences o f school co unse ling  

were th u s  more ev id en t in  th e  Negro sch o o ls . T w enty-three per cen t 

o f  the  Negro se n io rs  had a c te d  upon th e  adv ice  of t h e i r  p a re n ts  and 

IS  per cen t o f th e  w hite  s e n io rs  took  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  c u r r ic u la  f o r  

t h i s  reaso n . Reasons t h a t  were m entioned f iv e  tim es o r more are  

shown in  F igure  13.

P lans  fo r  th e  Follow ing Year 

E ig h ty  per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  th ey  would 

be going to  c o lle g e  n e x t f a l l  b u t only  68 per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  

in d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  would e n r o l l  in  c o lleg e  n ex t y e a r . Only U per cen t 

o f  th e  Negro se n io rs  s ta te d  t h a t  th ey  planned to  g e t a job and go to  

work w ith in  th e  n ex t y e a r as compared to  22 per cen t o f th e  w hite  

s e n io rs .  A pproxim ately seven tim es as many w hite s e n io rs  p lan  to  g e t 

a job as th e re  were Negro s e n io rs  who p lan  to  tak e  jo b s . Four per 

cen t o f th e  Negro and 2 per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  th ey  

would e n te r  a tra d e  schoo l w hile  4 per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 

3 per cen t o f th e  w hite  s e n io rs  in d ic a te d  th a t  th ey  were going to  

some type o f  b u s in e ss  sch o o l. Four per cen t o f Negro s e n io r  boys and 

3 per cen t o f w hite  s e n io r  boys in d ic a te d  e n try  in to  the  m i l i t a r y  

se rv ic e  as a d e s ire d  c a re e r .  F igu re  14 i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  above f in d in g s .
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Perhaps many Negroes s ta te d  th ey  were going to  c o lle g e  when 

th ey  m ight n o t have r e a l l y  made up th e i r  m inds. I t  may a lso  be th a t  

w hite s e n io rs  had though t more s e r io u s ly  of t h e i r  f u tu r e  and knew more 

d e f in i t e l y  what they  wanted to  do.

Reasons fo r  F u tu re  P lans 

Seventy  per cen t o f the  Negro and 65 per c en t o f th e  w hite 

s e n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  t h e i r  d e c is io n  to  a t te n d  c o lle g e  was prompted by 

a d e s i r e  to  p repare  fo r  a v o c a tio n . T h ir ty - fo u r  per cen t o f Negro and 

25 per c en t o f w hite s e n io rs  f e l t  t h i s  would improve t h e i r  p o s it io n  in  

s o c ie ty .  Seventeen per cen t Negro and 29 per cen t w hite  s e n io rs  f e l t  

th a t  going to  c o lle g e  would enable them to  make more money. Twenty- 

seven per cen t Negro s e n io rs  and 19 per cen t w hite s e n io rs  concluded 

th a t  th e  above p lan s  enab le  them to  g e t a l i b e r a l  e d u c a tio n . Twenty- 

one per cen t Negro and 22 per cen t w hite  s e n io rs  f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  p lan s  

would perm it them to  become independen t. Nine per cen t Negro and 10 

per c e n t w hite  s e n io rs  s ta te d  they  l ik e d  to  a t te n d  schoo l and t h i s  was 

a v a l id  reaso n  fo r  a tte n d in g  c o lle g e . E ig h t per cen t o f th e  Negro 

s e n io rs  and 5 per cen t of th e  w hite s e n io rs  d e s ire d  to  make f r ie n d s  

and wanted to  make h e lp fu l  co n n ec tio n s . S ix  per cen t o f th e  Negro and 

5 per cen t o f the  w hite s e n io rs  wanted to  s t a r t  making money q u ic k ly . 

Reasons m entioned f iv e  tim es or more were l i s t e d  in  F igu re  15.

F in a n c ia l  S ta tu s  o f Family 

F igu re  16 shows th e  degree to  which s e n io rs  could  a n t ic ip a te  

f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  from th e i r  f a m ilie s  i f  th e y  a t te n d e d  c o l le g e . 

N ineteen  p e r cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  a n t ic ip a te d  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  

paying a l l  o f t h e i r  expenses w hile going to  c o lle g e  b u t on ly  11 per
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cen t o f th e  w hite se n io rs  f e l t  th a t  t h e i r  f a m ilie s  would be in  the  

p o s it io n  to  pay a l l  of t h e i r  expenses. This does no t n e c e s s a r i ly  

mean th a t  th e  Negro fa m ilie s  a re  in  a h ig h e r economic b ra c k e t ,  b u t 

i t  could mean th a t  th e  Negro f a m ilie s  were more w il l in g  to  make th e  

d e s ire d  s a c r i f i c e  in  o rder to  send t h e i r  c h ild re n  to  c o l le g e . The 

Negro s tu d e n t who does n o t e n te r  and e v e n tu a lly  complete h is  c o lle g e  

course i s  l e s s  ap t to  g e t a job  of any consequence. Many Negro se n io rs  

and p a re n ts ,  being aware o f th e se  u n ju s t  p re v a i lin g  c o n d itio n s , a re  

prone to  p lace  a h ighe r va lue  on a c o lle g e  educa tion  than  a re  some 

w hite s e n io rs  and p a ren ts  in  th e  ca teg o ry  h e re in  in v e s t ig a te d . 

T h irty -o n e  per cen t of th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 20 per cen t of th e  w hite  

s e n io rs  s a id  th e i r  f a m il ie s  could pay m ost o f t h e i r  expenses. T h ir ty -  

fo u r  per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 4-0 per cen t o f th e  w hite  s e n io rs  

b e lie v e d  th e i r  f a m ilie s  would or could pay some of th e i r  expenses.

Seven per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 12 per c en t o f th e  

w h ite  s e n io rs  s ta te d  t h e i r  f a m ilie s  cou ld  pay none o f t h e i r  expenses. 

There were alm ost tw ice as many w hite f a m il ie s  who could pay none o f 

th e  expenses as th e re  were Negro f a m i l ie s  in  t h i s  ca teg o ry .

Of th e  20 per c e n t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  who m ain ta in ed  th a t  

th e y  were n o t going to  c o l le g e , seven teen  of th e se  tw enty-one s e n io rs  

s a id  th ey  would change th e i r  mind about a tte n d in g  i f  th ey  had more 

money. Only fo u r sa id  th a t  th e y  would n o t go even i f  they  had ample 

funds w ith  which to  a t te n d .  F if te e n  per cen t o f the w hite s e n io rs  

s a id  th a t  th e y  would go i f  they  had th e  money and eleven  o f th e se  

s ix te e n  s e n io rs  f e l t  they  would s t i l l  n o t go to  co lleg e  even i f  th ey  

had enough money to  a t te n d .
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F o r ty - th re e  per cen t of th e  Negro se n io rs  who checked yes 

to  th e  q u e s tio n , 'Mould you change your p lan s  and a t te n d  c o lle g e  i f  

you had more money?", s ta te d  th a t  th ey  would need money enough to  pay 

a l l  o f t h e i r  expenses and 25 per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  d isc lo se d  

th a t  a l l  o f t h e i r  expenses would have to  be p a id . T h i r ty - e ig h t  per 

cen t o f th e  Negro se n io rs  who checked yes to  th e  q u e s tio n  and 67 per

cen t of the  w hite  s e n io rs  s a id  th ey  would need money to  pay about h a l f

o f t h e i r  expenses.

Of th e  Negro se n io rs  who s ta te d  th e y  were n o t going to  c o l le g e , 

none of them in d ic a te d  th ey  could e a s i ly  a f fo rd  to  go i f  th e y  so d e s ire d . 

Four per cen t o f the  w hite s e n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  th ey  could  e a s i ly  a f fo rd  

to  go i f  th ey  d e s ire d  to  do so . A pparen tly  some o f th e  w h ite  s e n io rs  

had more a l t e r n a t iv e s  than  Negro s e n io r s .  Three per c e n t o f  th e  Negro 

s e n io rs  and 4 per cen t of the  w hite  s e n io rs  could b a re ly  a f fo rd  to  go

to  c o lle g e , 7 per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 11 per cen t o f the

w hite  s e n io rs  could  go bu t t h i s  would inv o lv e  many s a c r i f i c e s  and 9 per 

cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 8 per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  s ta te d  

th a t  they  could  n o t a f fo rd  to  go.

S tu d e n ts ' Opinion o f P a re n ta l  A tti tu d e  
Towards C ollege A ttendance

F igu re  17 p ic tu re s  the  r e s u l t  o f th e  fam ily  a t t i t u d e  tow ards 

c o lleg e  a tten d an ce  as in d ic a te d  by the  s tu d e n ts .  A pproxim ately 86 per 

cen t of the Negro p a re n ts  and 80 per cen t o f th e  w hite  p a re n ts  wanted 

th e i r  c h ild re n  to  a t te n d  c o lle g e . Twelve per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  

and 7 per cen t o f  th e  w hite se n io rs  in d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  f a m ilie s  

in s i s te d  on t h e i r  going to  c o lle g e . Only 2 per cen t o f the  Negro
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se n io rs  In d ic a te d  t h e i r  f a m ilie s  were I n d i f f e r e n t  about t h e i r  going to  

c o l le g e . This c o n tra s te d  w ith  th e  11 per cen t o f w hite s e n io rs  who 

s ta te d  th a t  t h e i r  p a re n ts  were in d i f f e r e n t  tow ard th e i r  c h ild re n  a tte n d in g  

c o l le g e . Although none o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  had p a ren ts  who d id  n o t want 

them to  e n te r  c o lle g e , 3 per cen t o f th e  w hite p a ren ts  d id  n o t d e s ire  

t h e i r  c h ild re n  to  at+end c o lle g e .

The d if fe re n c e  found here  suggested  th a t  the  a t t i t u d e s  o f  a 

s tu d e n t 's  fam ily  tow ard c o lle g e  were an im portan t de te rm in an t in  d ec id ing  

w hether o r n o t he planned to  a t te n d  c o l le g e . This f in d in g ,  c o n tra ry  to  

what many may f e e l  o r b e l ie v e ,  suggested  th a t  the  Negro p a re n ts  were more 

anxious f o r  t h e i r  c h ild re n  to  a t te n d  c o lle g e  than were th e  w hite p a re n ts .

V ocational A sp ira tio n s  o f S en io rs  Ten Years Hence 

Although no one a c tu a l ly  knows what he w i l l  be doing ten  y ea rs  

hence, i t  was q u ite  in t e r e s t in g  to  d isco v e r the  p ro je c te d  a s p ir a t io n s  of 

th e  ab le  s tu d e n ts  who were u t i l i z e d  in  th i s  s tudy . I t  was f e l t  a lso  

th a t  th e re  was a c lo se  r e la t io n s h ip  between a f a t h e r 's  occupation  and a 

s o n 's  am b ition , a lso  does a son from a f a th e r le s s  home a s p ire  to  h e ig h ts  

as g re a t  as those  sons who h a i l  from homes w ith  fa th e rs ?

Of th e  Negro s tu d e n ts  in c lu d ed  in  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  4-7 per 

cen t of th e  boys in d ic a te d  th ey  d e s ire d  to  e n te r  an occupation  a t  th e  

p ro fe s s io n a l  le v e l  and 32 per cen t o f th e  w hite  boys d e s ire d  to  e n te r  a 

p ro fe s s io n . S ix teen  per cen t o f th e  Negro boys chose accoun ting  or 

b u s in e s s  as a d e s ire d  v o c a tio n , as compared w ith  26 per cen t o f the  w hite 

boys who chose t h i s  ca teg o ry . T h ir ty - fo u r  per cen t of the Negro s e n io rs  

in d ic a te d  some s k i l l e d  occupation  and 4-0 per cen t o f th e  w hite boys 

chose t h i s  occu p a tio n . Again th e  above f in d in g s  could p o s s ib ly  be the



62
r e s u l t  o f  the  apparen t f a i l u r e  on th e  p a r t  o f Negro you th  in  th e  p a s t 

to  a cq u ire  jo b s  commensurate w ith  t h e i r  t r a in in g  and a b i l i t y .  The 

iro n y  o f  i t  i s  th a t ,  a t  the  p re se n t tim e , many Negroes a re  n o t em­

ployed in  v a rio u s  in d u s tr ie s  as h ig h ly  s p e c ia l iz e d  w orkers because 

th e re  a re  b u t a few a v a ila b le  who can meet th e  re q u ire d  s ta n d a rd s .

S ince more and more job o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a re  becoming a v a i la b le  to  th e  

Negro, t h i s  should have a d e f in i te  a f f e c t  in  r a i s in g  the  job  a s p i r a t io n a l  

le v e l  o f  th e  c u r re n t h igh  school g ra d u a te s . F igure 18 shows v o c a tio n a l 

choice o f  male s tu d en ts  te n  y e a rs  hence.

Of th e  Negro s e n io r  g i r l s  in c lu d ed  in  th e  s tu d y , 56 per cen t 

s ta te d  th a t  they  d e s ire d  to  e n te r  an occupa tion  a t  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l 

le v e l  and 4-0 per cen t o f w hite g i r l s  exp ressed  th i s  p re fe re n c e .

N ineteen  per cen t o f th e  Negro g i r l s  d e s ire d  c l e r i c a l  occupa tions  and 

24. per cen t o f th e  w hite g i r l s  in d ic a te d  th ey  d e s ire d  to  do work th a t  

was c l e r i c a l  in  n a tu re . Three per cen t of th e  w hite s e n io r  g i r l s  

chose some type o f b u s in ess  as t h e i r  d e s ire d  o ccupa tion ; however none 

o f  th e  Negro g i r l s  in d ic a te d  a d e s i r e  to  work in  the  b u s in ess  f i e l d .  

S ix teen  per cen t o f th e  Negro g i r l s  and 19 per cen t o f th e  w hite 

g i r l s  exp ressed  th e i r  d e s ire  to  perform  some type o f s k i l l e d  work.

Four per cen t o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  l i s t e d  occupa tions th a t  were semi­

s k i l l e d  in  n a tu re  as a choice fo r  t h e i r  l i f e ' s  work, y e t  none o f th e  

Negro se n io rs  l i s t e d  any occupa tion  th a t  could be c l a s s i f i e d  as semi­

s k i l l e d .  F igure 19 makes c le a r  t h i s  d a ta .

The above d if fe re n c e s  could  e x i s t  because Negroes have in  

many in s ta n c e s  performed so much u n s k i l le d  and s e m i-sk ille d  work th a t  

an a n ta g o n is t ic  a t t i tu d e  may have r e s u l te d  from such ex p e rie n c e s .
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Two per cen t o f  th e  Negro fem ale se n io rs  l i s t e d  housew ife as th e i r  

u lt im a te  goal as compared w ith  17 per cen t o f w hite  fem ale s e n io rs . 

Since more than  a t h i r d  of th e  Negro se n io rs  were l iv in g  w ith  only  

one p a re n t ,  i t  seemed apparen t th a t  t h i s  f a c to r  in flu en ced  th e i r  

d e c is io n s . The absence of th e  f a th e r  in  th e  fam ily  undoubtedly had 

an a f f e c t  on th e  c h i l d 's  fu tu re  p la n s . I t  should  be remembered th a t  

le s s  than  tw o - th ird s  o f th e  Negro se n io rs  l iv e d  w ith  bo th  p a ren ts  

which sh a rp ly  c o n tra s te d  w ith  th e  d a ta  fo r  w hite  p a re n ts .

C ounseling Provided Negro and White S tuden ts  

E igh ty  per cen t of th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 63 per cen t o f th e  

w hite se n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  th e  co u n se lo r, guidance w orker, or some 

o th e r  te a c h e r  invo lved  had d iscu ssed  w ith  them m a tte rs  p e r ta in in g  to  

th e i r  s c h o la rs h ip  and fu tu re  p la n s , and 83 per cen t o f th e  Negro 

se n io rs  and 62 per cen t of th e  w hite s e n io rs  re v e a le d  th a t  th e i r  

s tan d a rd ized  t e s t  r e s u l t s  had been d isc u sse d  w ith  them. F igu res 

20 and 21 d e p ic t th e se  f in d in g s . I t  appears th a t  th e  Negro se n io rs  

had been more tho rough ly  counseled  than  were th e  w hite s e n io rs .

I t  could in d ic a te  th a t  the Negro guidance w orkers may be more concerned 

w ith  the  w elfa re  of th e  Negro se n io rs  or i t  may suggest th a t  the 

a d m in is tra tio n  o f th e  Negro schoo ls  p laced  more emphasis on such a 

program w ith  academ ically  ab le  s tu d e n ts  than  p r in c ip a ls  o f th e  schoo ls  

a tten d ed  by w hite s e n io rs .  The assum ption has been made by many th a t  

the  re v e rse  i s  t r u e .

Family Ownership of Autom obiles 

On th e  average th e  ab le  s tu d e n ts  p lann ing  to  a t te n d  co lleg e  

had more m a te r ia l  p o sse ss io n s  in  t h e i r  homes than  d id  th e  s tu d e n ts
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who planned to  work a f t e r  g rad u a tin g  from h ig h  schoo l. No im p o rtan t 

o r c o n s is te n t  s e X 'd iffe re n c e  appeared in  t h i s  re s p e c t a lth o u g h  th e re  

was a r a th e r  marked tre n d  in  the  p o ssess io n  of c a rs .  Negroes possessed  

as many medium p rice d  c a rs  as low p rice d  c a r s .  Almost tw o -th ird s  o f 

the  w hite fa m ilie s  owned c a rs  th a t  were low  p r ic e d  w ith  a l i t t l e ,  l e s s  

than  o n e - th ird  being  medium p ric e d . T his was d e f in i t e l y  a g re a t  

d if fe re n c e  in  th e  two g roups. Many Negro f a m i l ie s ,  as a means of 

com pensation, undoubtedly  r e s o r t  to  ow nership o f  la rg e  c a r s .  This 

hunger f o r  a t te n t io n ,  along w ith  o th e r  f a c to r s  over which th e y  have 

no c o n tro l ,  m o tiv a tes  many Negro f a m il ie s  to  t h i s  p ra c t ic e  m ain ly  as 

a s ta tu s  symbol. C onversations w ith  the  a d m in is tra to rs  of D ouglass 

and Booker T. W ashington High S chools, d is c lo s e d  th e  f a c t  th a t  many 

Negro f a m il ie s  own th e se  ca rs  in  s p i te  o f th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  were 

re c e iv in g  w e lfa re  checks each month. Two per cen t of th e  w hite fa m ilie s  

and 1 per cen t o f . th e  Negro fa m ilie s  owned c a rs  th a t,w e re  c l a s s i f i e d  

as h igh  p r ic e d . Only one w hite fam ily  d id  n o t own a c a r  b u t s ix te e n  

Negro f a m il ie s  were w ith o u t ca rs  a t  th e  tim e o f t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n .  

F igure 22 d e p ic ts  th e  above f in d in g s .

Of th e  112 fa m ilie s  o f w hite s e n io rs  th a t  owned c a rs  only  

fo u r  o f th e se  c a rs  were o ld e r  than  te n  y e a rs  and of th e  e ig h ty -n in e  

Negro f a m i l ie s  having c a rs  only  s ix  o f th e se  ca rs  were o ld e r  than  

te n  y e a r s .  Of th e  fa m ilie s  o f th e  two groups th a t  owned c a r s ,  th e re  

was no im p o rtan t d if fe re n c e  in  th e  age of th e  v a rio u s  c a r s . F igu re  

23 i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  above f in d in g s .

A pproxim ately th re e  tim es as many w h ite  s e n io rs  owned c a rs  

as  d id  Negro s e n io rs .  E ig h ty - th re e  per c e n t o f  th e  w h ite  s e n io rs
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had paid  f o r  t h e i r  c a r s .  Of th e  tw elve Negro se n io rs  who owned 

c a r s ,  8 planned to  a tte n d  co lleg e  and o f  th e  t h i r t y - s i x  w hite 

se n io rs  who owned c a r s ,  tw en ty -fiv e  were going to  a t te n d  c o lle g e .

Books and M agazines in  th e  Home 

S ince th e re  appeared to  be a d e f in i te  r e la t io n s h ip  between 

th e  number o f books in  th e  home and the  number of m agazines in  the  

home, th ese  f in d in g s  were t r e a te d  c o l l e c t iv e ly .  In  most cases where 

th e re  were a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  books in  the  home, th e  home a lso  su b sc rib ed  

to  from th re e  to  f iv e  m agazines. I t  was d is c lo se d  th a t  in  the  

s tu d e n ts ' homes where th e  p a ren ts  h e ld  p ro fe s s io n a l  and h ig h ly  s k i l l e d  

jo b s , th e  most m agazines and books were found . A ll s e n io rs  from such 

homes s ta te d  th a t  they  were p lann ing  to  a t te n d  c o lle g e . F igu re  24 

d e p ic ts  the  above f in d in g s .  C o n s is te n t w ith  th e  p rev ious o b se rv a tio n s , 

th e  se n io rs  whose homes had th e  l e a s t  number of magazines o r books, 

fo r  th e  most p a r t ,  s ta te d  th a t  th e y  were n o t going to  c o lle g e .

Sen io rs  who d id  n o t p lan  to  a t te n d  c o lle g e  knew the  l e a s t  about th e  

names of books and m agazines in  th e  home. There tended to  be a 

d e f in i te  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  books in  th e  home and the  a s p i r a t io n a l  

le v e l  of th e  ab le  s tu d e n t. G en era lly  th e  more th e  books, th e  g re a te r  

th e  a s p ir a t io n a l  le v e l  o f th e  s e n io rs .  Ebony and L ife  m agazines were 

m entioned most f re q u e n tly  as be ing  in  th e  Negro homes and The S atu rday  

Evening P o s t and The Readers D igest were m entioned most f re q u e n tly  as 

being in  th e  homes o f w hite s e n io rs .
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Fam ily Membership in  O rg an iza tio n s  

F o rty -sev en  per cen t o f th e  Negro se n io rs  in d ic a te d  th a t  

t h e i r  p a re n ts  d id  n o t belong to  any o rg a n iz a tio n  b u t only  29 per cen t 

o f the  w hite s e n io rs  in d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  p a re n ts  d id  n o t belong to  

any o rg a n iz a tio n . N ineteen  per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  

one or bo th  p a re n ts  were members of th e  NAACP. Tw enty-six  d i f f e r e n t  

o rg a n iz a tio n s  were l i s t e d  bu t on ly  f iv e  of them were l i s t e d  f iv e  or 

more tim es . Ten per cen t of th e  w hite s e n io rs  l i s t e d  th e  Women's 

M issionary  S o c ie ty  as an o rg a n iz a tio n  to  which th e i r  p a ren ts  belonged. 

Many o rg a n iz a tio n s  l i s t e d  were o bv iously  church r e la te d  and no e f f o r t  

was made to  c a te g o r iz e  them. S en io rs  who came from homes whose p a ren ts  

were very  a c t iv e  in  many o rg a n iz a tio n s  s ta te d  th ey  were d e f in i te ly  

going to  c o lle g e . The b e t te r  th e  job  or p o s itio n  h e ld  by th e  p a re n ts , 

e s p e c ia l ly  th e  f a th e r ,  th e  g re a te r  th e  number o f o rg a n iz a tio n s  to  which 

he o r bo th  p a re n ts  belonged . S en io rs  whose p a re n ts ' income was 

in d e f in i te  and u n s ta b le ,  in  many c a se s , l i s t e d  t h e i r  p a ren ts  as 

belong ing  to  no o rg a n iz a tio n . The degree o f involvem ent in  o rg an iz a ­

t io n s  on th e  p a r t  o f p a re n ts  tended  to  have a p o s i t iv e  r e la t io n s h ip  

to  th e  a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e l  o f th e  s e n io rs  of tho se  p a re n ts . However, 

i t  was s ig n i f i c a n t  th a t  80 per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  a sp ire d  to  

a t te n d  co lle g e  when alm ost one h a l f  had p a re n ts  belong ing  to  no 

o rg a n iz a tio n s .

Summary

Many of th e  f in d in g s  were q u ite  re v e a lin g  and se v e ra l were 

c o n tra ry  to  popu la r b e l i e f .  In  s p ire  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  more than  one- 

th i r d  o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  l iv e d  w ith  only  one p a re n t ,  80 per cen t
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s ta te d  th a t  they  were p lann ing  to  a tte n d  c o lle g e . There were f a r

fewer Negro w ives who were houseives than  th e re  were w h ite s . In

many in s ta n c e s  th e  f a th e r  of th e  Negro se n io r  e i th e r  was n o t working 

or n o t in  th e  household ; th e  Negro m others were th u s  fo rced  to  work 

as they  c o n s t i tu te d  the  so le  suppo rt fo r  th e  fa m ily . Almost h a l f  of 

th e  w hite m others were no t w orking.

One s u rp r is in g  f in d in g  was th a t  the  Negro m other and th e  w hite

mother had j u s t  about th e  same amount of form al e d u ca tio n . E ig h ty  per

cent o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  as compared w ith  57 per c e n t o f th e  w hite 

se n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  they  were going to  c o lle g e  in  th e  f a l l  o f I 964.

The number o f w hite s e n io rs  who took the te c h n ic a l  cu rricu lum  in  h igh  

school was th re e  tim es g re a te r  than  the  Negro s e n io r s .  The r e s u l t s  o f 

th i s  s tudy  showed th a t  th e  Negro p a ren ts  tended  to  be more in te r e s te d  

in  t h e i r  c h ild re n  a t te n d in g  c o lle g e  than  were th e  w hite p a re n ts . A ll 

Negro p a re n ts  a p p a re n tly  wanted th e i r  c h ild re n  to  a t te n d  c o lle g e .

There were in d ic a t io n s  th a t  th e  Negro p a re n ts  were more w il l in g  to  

make g r e a te r  s a c r i f i c e s  f o r  t h e i r  goal than  th e  w hite p a re n ts .

Almost h a l f  of th e  Negro se n io rs  d e s ire d  to  e n te r  th e  

p ro fe ss io n  whereas only  about o n e - th ird  o f th e  w h ite  s e n io r  boys 

d e s ire d  to  e n te r  a p ro fe s s io n . No Negro s e n io rs  in d ic a te d  th e i r  

d e s ire  to  e n te r  o r choose an occupation  th a t  was c la sse d  as being  

s e m i-s k i l le d . This was an o th e r o f th e  unexpected  f in d in g s .  I t  

appeared th a t  th e  Negro guidance workers and co u n se lo rs  had worked 

more e f f e c t iv e ly  w ith  t h e i r  s e n io rs  than  had th e  co u n se lo rs  in  th e  

w hite sc h o o ls . In  th e  homes where more books and m agazines were 

found, i t  was re v e a le d  th a t  th e  p a ren ts  o f th e se  homes were invo lved  

in  th e  most o rg a n iz a tio n s .  G en e ra lly , th e  s e n io r  whose home was
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ty p ic a l  o f the above, a lso  a sp ire d  tow ard g o a ls  le a d in g  to  more 

fo rm al ed u ca tio n . The se n io rs  whose p a re n ts  d id  n o t belong to  any 

o rg a n iz a tio n , whose homes had j u s t  a few books and m agazines or 

none, had lower a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e ls  in  term s o f c o lle g e  a tten d an ce .



CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The problem o f t h i s  s tudy  was to  id e n t i f y  th e  f a c to r s  in ­

volved and th e  p o s s ib le  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  acad em ica lly  ab le  

Negro s tu d e n ts ' re a so n s  and tho se  of academ ica lly  ab le  w hite  s tu d e n ts  

in  s e le c te d  h igh  schoo ls  f o r  t h e i r  d e c is io n  to  a t te n d  o r n o t to  

a t te n d  c o lle g e . The re s e a rc h  was designed  as a com parative in v e s t ig a ­

tio n  to  ex p lo re  c e r ta in  dim ensions o f th e  problem . More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

i t  in tended  to  d isc o v e r answers to  th e  fo llo w in g ;

1. To what e x te n t  were th e  s e le c te d  f a c to r s  r e la te d  to  the  

d e c is io n  o f th e  acadm ica lly  ab le  Negro h ig h  school 

g ra d u a tin g  se n io rs  to  a t te n d  o r n o t to  a t te n d  co lle g e ?

2. To what e x te n t  were th e  s e le c te d  f a c to r s  r e la te d  to  th e  

d e c is io n  o f th e  academ ica lly  ab le  w hite h ig h  school 

g ra d u a tin g  s e n io rs  to  a t te n d  o r n o t to  a t te n d  co lle g e ?

3. What was th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between the  a s p i r a t io n a l  l e v e l  

o f academ ically  ab le  Negro h ig h  school g rad u a tin g  s e n io rs  

and th a t  o f academ ically  ab le  w hite h ig h  schoo l g ra d u a tin g  

s e n io rs  when th e i r  socio-econom ic background and o th e r  

s e le c te d  f a c to r s  were considered?

C are fu l a n a ly s is  and a sy s te m a tic  review  of th e  r e l a t e d  re s e a rc h  

le d  to  th e  id e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f th e  m ajor f a c to r s  co n sid ered  in  th e  s tu d y .
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Comparison between groups of Negro and w hite  academ ica lly  ab le  s e n io rs  

re v e a le d  a number o f f in d in g s  which were n o t a n t ic ip a te d .

E ig h ty  per cen t of th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 57 per cen t o f th e

w hite s e n io rs  had taken  the  "C ollege P re p a ra to ry "  cu rricu lum  in  h igh

sch o o l. E ig h ty  per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 68 per cen t o f th e

w hite  s e n io rs  in d ic a te d  th a t  going to  c o lle g e  was t h e i r  p lan  f o r  th e

coming y ea r (1964-65). Seven per c e n t of th e  Negro s e n io rs  and 23 per 

cen t o f th e  w hite  s e n io rs  to o k  th e  g e n e ra l course  cu rricu lum  in  h igh  

sch o o l. Only 5 per cen t of th e  N gro  s e n io rs  to o k  th e  te c h n ic a l  

cu rricu lum  as compared w ith  12 p e r cen t of th e  vAiite s e n io rs .

A s tu d e n t who comes from a broken home en co u n te rs  many d i s ­

ad v an tages . In  many homes i t  i s  th e  m other who i s  fo rc e d  to  be the  

so le  breadw inner f o r  the  fa m ily . As th e  r e s u l t  o f such c o n d itio n s , 

th e  c h i ld re n  a re  o f te n  denied  many b a s ic  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f l i f e .  T h ir ty -  

seven per cen t o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  and on ly  9 per cen t o f th e  w hite 

s e n io rs  l iv e d  on ly  w ith  t h e i r  m others.

Only 3 per cen t o f th e  f a th e r s  o f Negro s e n io rs  and 18 per 

cen t o f th e  f a th e r s  of w hite s e n io rs  h e ld  o ccu p a tio n s  th a t  were 

c l a s s i f i e d  as p ro fe s s io n a l .  N in e ty -fo u r per cen t o f th e  Negro f a th e r s  

and 78 per cen t of th e  w hite f a th e r s  h e ld  o ccu p a tio n s  th a t  were 

g e n e ra l ly  c l a s s i f i e d  as being  n o n -p ro fe s s io n a l.  T w enty-e igh t per 

cen t o f the  f a th e r s  and 31 per cen t o f th e  m others o f Negro s e n io rs  

e i th e r  had com pleted co lle g e  or had gone f o r  a t  l e a s t  one y e a r . 

Tw enty-four per cen t of the  f a th e r s  and 21 per c e n t o f th e  m others o f 

w hite  s e n io rs  e i th e r  had com pleted c o lle g e  o r had a tte n d e d  a t  l e a s t  

one y e a r . G e n e ra lly , th e re  was no ap p aren t s ig n i f i c a n t  d if fe re n c e
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in  th e  ed u ca tio n  o f the  p a ren ts  o f th e  w hite s e n io rs  and the  educa tion  

o f th e  Negro p a re n ts .

Since th e  f in a n c ia l  s ta tu s  of th e  home i s  known to  p lay  an impor­

ta n t  ro le  in  th e  s tu d e n ts ' d e c is io n  to  a t te n d  o r n o t to  a t te n d  c o l le g e , 

i t  was n ece ssa ry  to  d isco v e r how th e  fa m ilie s  o f th e se  academ ically  

ab le s tu d e n ts  re c e iv e d  t h e i r  income. A pproxim ately 50 per cen t o f the  

s e n io rs ,  bo th  Negro and w h ite , in d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  f a m ilie s  rec e iv e d  

t h e i r  income th rough  wages pa id  on an h o u rly  or d a i ly  b a s is  and 

depended on the  number of hours worked. F o rty -fo u r  per c e n t o f th e  

Negro fa m ilie s  and 4-0 per cen t o f th e  w hite fa m ilie s  r e l i e d  upon 

s a la r i e s  th a t  were f ix e d  on a m onthly o r y e a r ly  b a s is .  About 7 per 

cen t of th e  Negro f a m il ie s  and 17 per cen t o f the w hite fa m ilie s  

rec e iv e d  th e i r  money th rough  p ro fe s s io n a l  fe e s  and b u s in e ss  p r o f i t s .

More th an  50 per cen t o f th e  Negro and w hite  s e n io rs  s ta te d  

t h e i r  f a m ilie s  were com fortab le  b u t n o t w e ll- to -d o . No s tu d e n t l i s t e d  

h is  fam ily  as be ing  w ealthy  b u t 23 per cen t of the  Negro fa m ilie s  and 

12 per cen t of th e  w hite  fa m ilie s  f r e q u e n t ly  had d i f f i c u l t y  making 

ends meet.

Seventy per cen t of th e  Negro s tu d e n ts  and 59 per cen t o f 

th e  w hite s ta te d  t h a t  th e  reason  f o r  t h e i r  ta k in g  th e  chosen cu rricu lum  

in  h igh  school was " i t  f i t t e d  t h e i r  v o c a tio n a l p lan s  b e s t . "  The 

second most f r e q u e n t ly  checked reaso n  was "the course seemed most 

in te r e s t in g  to  them ."

N ineteen  per cen t o f th e  Negro se n io rs  and on ly  11 per cen t 

o f th e  w hite  s e n io rs  in d ic a te d  t h e i r  f a m ilie s  could pay a l l  o f t h e i r  

co lleg e  expenses b u t 31 and 20 per cen t re s p e c t iv e ly  o f Negro and w hite
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se n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  th e i r  p a ren ts  could pay p a r t  of t h e i r  expenses.

The se n io rs  who were n o t going to  c o lle g e , 3 per c en t o f th e  Negro 

se n io rs  would n o t change th e i r  minds i f  they  were a b le  and 10 per 

cent of the w hite s e n io rs  would n o t change th e i r  minds i f  they  had 

more money. E ig h ty  per cen t o f th e  p a ren ts  of w hite  s e n io rs  wanted 

them to  go to  c o lle g e  and i t  was th e  d e s ire  o f 86 per cen t of the 

Negro p a ren ts  th a t  th e i r  c h ild re n  a lso  a tte n d  c o lle g e  accord ing  to  th e  

s ta tem en ts  of th e  s e n io rs  involved  in  the  s tu d y .

Almost h a l f  o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  d e s ire d  to  e n te r  th e  pro­

fe s s io n  whereas only  about o n e - th ird  of th e  w hite  s e n io rs  d e s ire d  to  

e n te r  a p ro fe s s io n . No Negro s e n io rs  in d ic a te d  t h e i r  d e s ire  to  e n te r  

or choose an occupa tion  th a t  was c la sse d  as being  s e m i-s k i l le d . This 

was ano ther of th e  unexpected f in d in g s .  I t  appeared  th a t  the  Negro 

guidance w orkers and counselo rs  had worked more e f f e c t iv e ly  w ith  th e i r  

s e n io rs  than  had th e  counse lo rs  in  the  w hite sc h o o ls .

There were more Negro and w hite s e n io rs  a s p ir in g  fo r  p ro fe s s io n a l 

jobs than any o th e r  ty p e . A pparently  th e  Negro guidance workers had 

d iscu ssed  m a tte rs  p e r t in e n t  to  th e  s e n io r s ' fu tu re  to  a  much g re a te r  

degree than  had th e  w hite guidance w orkers.

Of th e  Negro and w hite s e n io rs  who had b ro th e rs  o ld e r  than  th e y ,

50 per cen t o f th e  Negro o ld e r b ro th e rs  a tte n d e d  c o lle g e  as compared w ith

58 per cen t of th e  o ld e r  w hite b ro th e rs  who a tte n d e d  c o l le g e . S ix ty -

seven per cen t of th e  o ld e r  Negro s i s t e r s  e i th e r  com pleted co lleg e  o r 

had com pleted a t  l e a s t  one y ear o f co lleg e  as compared w ith  A1 per cen t 

of th e  o ld e r  w hite s i s t e r s  who had com pleted c o lle g e  o r  had com pleted a t  

l e a s t  one y ea r of c o lle g e .
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A lthough alm ost h a l f  o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  s ta te d  th a t  th e i r  

p a re n ts  d id  n o t belong to  any o rg a n iz a tio n , on ly  29 per cen t o f th e  

w hite p a re n ts  d id  n o t belong to  any o rg a n iz a tio n . There were d i s t i n c t  

d if fe re n c e s  in  th e  v a rio u s  m agazines th a t  were e i th e r  su b sc rib ed  to  o r 

purchased in  th e  Negro and w hite  homes. Ebony and L ife  m agazines were 

m entioned most f re q u e n t ly  as being  in  th e  Negro home, b u t The S atu rday  

Evening P o s t and The Readers D ig est were l i s t e d  as  being  found in  the  

w hite f a m il ie s  most f r e q u e n t ly .

C onclusions

1 . Even though over o n e - th ird  o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  l iv e d  w ith  

one p a re n t ,  th e  elem ent o f p a re n ta l  ed u ca tio n  and v o ca tio n  appeared to  

overcome th e  g e n e ra lly  assumed handicap  o f th e  broken home.

2. There was fan  g r e a te r  u n ifo rm ity  among the  acadm ically

ab le Negro se n io rs  w ith  re g a rd  to  f u tu r e  p lans  th an  w ith  th e  acad em ica lly  

ab le  w hite s tu d e n ts .

3 . A cadem ically ab le  Negro se n io rs  in c lu d ed  in  t h i s  s tudy  

appeared to  possess h ig h e r a s p ir a t io n s  w ith  re g a rd  to  co lle g e  a tten d an ce  

than  th e  group of w hite s e n io rs  th u s  in d ic a t in g  th a t  th e se  members o f  an 

u n d e rp r iv ile g e d  race  had been ab le  to  overcome to  come degree th e  h an d i­

caps imposed by membership in  th i s  m in o rity  group.

4 . The f a c to r s  which appeared to  be most s ig n i f i c a n t  in  

r a i s in g  th e  a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e l  o f th e  Negro s e n io rs  were e d u c a tio n a l 

le v e l  and v o ca tio n  o f th e  Negro p a re n t th u s  p ro v id in g  s u b s ta n t ia t io n  

o f th e  o f te n  made co n te n tio n  th a t  e q u a l i ty  o f e d u c a tio n a l o p p o rtu n ity  

i s  th e  m ajor v e h ic le  f o r  movement up th e  socio-econom ic la d d e r  in  th e  

American s o c ie ty .
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5. A sp ira tio n a l g o a ls  of- s e n io r s ,  reg a rd in g  co lle g e  a tte n d a n c e , 

bo th  Negro and w h ite , appeared  to  be a f fe c te d  p o s i t iv e ly  by th e  number

of o rg a n iz a tio n s  to  which th e  p a re n ts  belonged and th e  number o f books 

in  the  home.

6. P ro fe s s io n a l  s t a f f s  in  h ig h  schools should  redoub le  e f f o r t s  

to  provide s tu d e n ts  of low er socio-econom ic background and th o se  whose 

p a ren ts  s u f f e r  from inadequate  fo rm al ed uca tion  w ith  th e  encouragem ent 

and a s s is ta n c e  n ece ssa ry  f o r  them to  p lace  a h igh  value on ed u ca tio n  and 

what i t  can do f o r  them.

7. G rea te r em phasis should  be p laced  in  th e  fu tu re  on 

v o c a tio n a l counse ling  in  b o th  Negro and w hite h igh  sc h o o ls . Perhaps 

some schoo ls  have n o t done too  w ell in  r a i s in g  th e  a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e ls  

of academ ically  ab le  w hite s tu d e n ts  o f low er socio-econom ic backgrounds.

8. The e d u c a tio n a l le v e l  o f o ld e r  s ib l in g s  a f f e c te d  in  a 

p o s it iv e  way the  a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e ls  o f se n io r  s tu d e n ts  in  t h i s  s tu d y , 

p a r t i c u la r ly  Negro s tu d e n ts .

9 . The pow erful in f lu e n c e  o f th e  Negro m other and th e  educated  

o ld e r s i s t e r  co n tin u es  to  be a trem endously  s ig n i f i c a n t  f a c to r  in  

e le v a tin g  the  a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e ls  of younger persons in  th e  fa m ily .

10. The opening of th e  la b o r  m arket to  t r a in e d  Negro w orkers 

as a r e s u l t  o f re c e n t  e f f o r t s  in  th e  C iv i l  r ig h t s  f i e l d  c e r t a in ly  has 

im p lic a tio n s  f o r  more com prehensive v o c a tio n a l programs and a s h i f t  in  

v o c a tio n a l co u n se lin g  fo r  Negro s tu d e n ts  in  h igh  sch o o l.

Recommendations

1 . T hat c a re e r  co u n se lin g  and e d u c a tio n a l advisem ent be 

e q u a lly  a v a i la b le  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  o f a l l  a b i l i t y  l e v e l s .
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2. That more Negro s tu d en ts  be encouraged to  pursue the  

v o c a tio n a l and te c h n ic a l  c u r r ic u la  in  h ig h  schoo l.

3. That co u n se lo rs  inform  s tu d e n ts  p r io r  to  th e i r  se n io r  y ear 

on m a tte rs  p e r t in e n t  to  fu tu r e  p la n s , s ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t  r e s u l t s ,  and 

f in a n c ia l  and s c h o la rs h ip  requ irem en ts of v a rio u s  c o lle g e s .

4.. That' a com parative study be made re g a rd in g  f a c to r s  which 

a f f e c t  th e  a s p i r a t io n a l  le v e l  of o th e r a b i l i t y  groups o f Negro and 

w hite s tu d e n ts .
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APPENDIX A 

INSTRUMENT

8 6



QUESTIONNAIRE

AFTER HIGH SCHOOL—WHAT?

For High School S en io rs

In  o rd e r to  p rov ide in fo rm ation  about what h igh  school s e n io rs  a re  
p lann ing  fo r  th e  n ex t y ear and to  show th e  reaso n s fo r  th e se  p la n s , 
you a re  being  asked to  answer th e  q u e s tio n s  below;

N r ite  in  th e  answer or p lace  a check mark ( ) a f t e r  the  a p p ro p ria te
word or p h rase .

Name ( p r in t )  ______________________________________________________________
L ast F i r s t  M iddle

2. Male  Female _____  3* Age l a s t  b ir th d a y  ______ y e a rs
4 . Your m a r i ta l  s ta tu s :  S in g le  _____  Engaged to  be m arried  __________

M arried _____

5 . F ather l iv in g  6. Mother l iv in g  7. I f  bo th  p a re n ts  a re
Yes _______  Yes _______  a l iv e ,  a re  th ey  sep-
No ________ No _______  a ra te d  o r  d ivorced?

Yes ______  No_______
8. I f  answer i s  y e s , w ith  which p a ren t a re  you l iv in g ? _________________

9 . O ccupation o f F a th e r ______________________ 10. Mother

11. E ducation of F a th e r (H ighest grade a tten d ed ) _________

12. E ducation  of Mother (H ighest grade a tten d ed ) _________

13 . Of you o ld e r  b ro th e r s ,  how f a r  in  school d id  th a t  one go who went 
f a r th e s t ?  I f  you have no o ld e r  b ro th e r  check o p p o s ite  number 1 . 
( i f  you do w rite  answer o p p o site  number 2 ) .

1 . 2 .

14. Of your o ld e r  s i s t e r s ,  how f a r  in  school d id  t h a t  one go who went 
f a r th e s t?  I f  you have no o ld e r  s i s t e r  check o p p o s ite  number 1. 
( i f  you do w r ite  answer o p p o site  number 2 ) .

1 . 2 .
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15. Which o f the  fo llo w in g  ways b e s t  d e sc r ib e  how your fam ily  g e ts  

i t s  income? (Check a f t e r  th e  one phrase which b e s t  a p p l ie s ) .

1 . P ro fe s s io n a l fe e s  o r b u s in e ss  p r o f i t s
2 . F ixed s a la ry  (p a id  on a m onthly o r y e a r ly  b a s is )  _____
3. Wages (p a id  on an h o u rly  o r d a i ly  b a s is  and depending on 

number o f hours worked) _____
4 . Income from investm en ts  (s to c k s , bonds, r e a l  e s t a t e ,  

in su ran ce ) _____

16. Check a f t e r  th e  ph rase  which b e s t  d e sc r ib e s  your fa m ily  income;

1. F req u en tly  have d i f f i c u ly  making ends meet _____
2. Have a l l  th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  b u t no t many lu x u r ie s  _____
3. Com fortable b u t n o t w e ll- to -d o  _____
4 . W ell-to -do  _____
5. W ealthy _____

17. Course o r  cu rricu lum  taken  in  h igh  sch o o l; (Check a f t e r  the  one 
which b e s t d e sc r ib e s  your cou rse)

Commercial ______ A g ric u ltu re    Shop o r T ech n ica l______
C ollege P re p a ra to ry  ____  G e n e r a l______ O ther ______________

18. Check th e  most im p o rtan t reaso n s  why you o r ig in a l ly  s e le c te d  th e  
course you checked in  item  17:

1 . Only one o f fe re d  in  schoo l _____
2. T e a c h e r 's  adv ice  _____
3. C o u n se lo r 's  adv ice  _____
4 . P a r e n t 's  adv ice  _____
5. R equired by the  schoo l .; .
6. B ro th e r 's  o r s i s t e r ' s  advice_
7. Seemed e a s ie s t  _____
8. R equired to  by p a re n ts  _____
9. Was b e s t in  h is  work _____

10. F i t t e d  v o c a tio n a l p lans  b e s t  _
11. Course seemed most in te r e s t in g
12. F rien d s took  i t .
13 . B ro th e rs  or s i s t e r s  took  i t   
14 . "Everyone e ls e  took  i t "  _____
15. D o n 't know _____
16. O ther ________________________

(W rite in)

19 . What a re  your p lan s  f o r  n e x t y ea r ( I 964- 65)?  (Check th e  one p lan  
you a re  now most s e r io u s ly  co n sid e rin g )

1 . Get a job  _____  I f  yes what k ind  of work?_______
2. Work f o r  p a re n ts  _____  I f  yes what k ind  o f work?_______
3 . Go to  c o lle g e  ________  I f  yes which c o lle g e

a . For what v o c a tio n  o r p ro fe s s io n  w i l l  you p rep are?
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4.. Go to  tra d e  school _____  I f  yes  which schoo l?

a . For what v o ca tio n  or p ro fe s s io n  w i l l  you p repare?

5. Go to  b u s in e ss  school ___ I f  yes which sch o o l?_
a . For what v o ca tio n  w il l  you p repare?

6. Go to  o th e r  school _______ I f  yes which school?
a . For what v o ca tio n  w i l l  you p repare?

7. E n te r th e  M il i ta r y  S erv ice
8. O ther

20. Check the  reaso n s  f o r  making the  p lan s  you in d ic a te d  above;

1 . To p rep are  f o r  a v o ca tio n  ___
2. To be w ith  o ld  school f r ie n d s
3- To g e t a l i b e r a l  ed uca tion  __
4. To s t a r t  making money q u ic k ly  _____
5. To p le a se  p a re n ts  o r f r ie n d s  _____
6. To be Independen t _____
7. To make f r ie n d s  and h e lp fu l  connec tions ____
8. I t  i s  th e  th in g  to  do _____
9. Foregone c o n c lu sio n , never q u e s tio n  why _____

10. W ill en ab le  me to  make more money _____
11. T ired  o f s tu d y in g , have had enough ed uca tion
12. Only th in g  I  can a f fo rd  to  do _____
13. Like schoo l _____
14 . To improve p o s it io n  in  s o c ie ty  _____
15 . O ther __________________________________________

21. I f  you a re  going  to  co lle g e  n e x t y e a r  (1964- 65) ,  to  what e x te n t w il l  
your fam ily  h e lp  you pay expenses?

Pay a l l  my expenses _____  Pay some of my expenses______
Pay most of my expenses _____  Pay none of my expenses______

22. I f  you a re  n o t going to  c o lle g e , would you change your p lan s  and
a tte n d  c o lle g e  i f  you had more money? Yes _____  No _____

23. I f  you checked yes to  th e  l a s t  item , how much money would you need
to  a t te n d  co lle g e ?

Enough to  pay a l l  my expenses _____
Enough to  pay abou t h a l f  my expenses _____
Enough to  pay l e s s  than  h a l f  my expenses _____
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24. I f  you are  n o t going to  c o lle g e , could you a f fo rd  to  go i f  you 
wished to  go?

Could a f fo rd  i t  e a s i l y  _____
Could b a re ly  a f fo rd  i t  _____
Could a f f o r t  i t  b u t i t  would involve many s a c r i f i c e s  
Could n o t a f fo rd  i t  _____

25. How does you fam ily  f e e l  about your going to  co lle g e ?

I n s i s t s  th a t  1 go _____
Wants me to  go _____
I s  in d i f f e r e n t
D o esn 't want me to  go 
Won't a llow  me to  go

26. In  what occupation  do you th in k  you w il l  most p robab ly  be working 
ten  y ears  from now? N a tu ra lly  you w o n 't know f o r  su re  b u t make the  
b e s t  guess you can.

27. What vo ca tio n  do your p a re n ts  wish you fo llow ?

28. Has your co u n se lo r, guidance w orker, or some o th e r  te a c h e r  involved  
d iscu ssed  m a tte rs  p e r ta in in g  to  your s c h o la rsh ip  and fu tu re  p lans? 
Yes _____  No______

29. Have any o f your s tan d a rd ized  t e s t  r e s u l t s  been d iscu ssed  w ith  you? 
Yes _____  No______

FACTORS AT HOME

30. What i s  th e  y ear and make of your fa m ily 's  new est ca r?
Year ____________ Make____________________________________

31. Do you own a car?  _____  I f  so, i s  i t  paid  fo r?  _______

32 . A pproxim ately how many books does your fam ily  have in  your home?

0-9   25-49   Over 100 _____
1 0 -2 4 ____  50-99______

33 ' L i s t  th e  m agazines to  which your fam ily  su b sc rib e  to  o r r e g u la r ly  buys?

34 ' Name the  o rg a n iz a tio n s  to  which your mother o r f a th e r  o r b o th  belong?


