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P R E F A C E

T h a t  the  m e d ie v a l  p e r io d  w as a  t im e  of v io le n t  c o n t r a s t s  is  now 

a c c e p te d  a s  a  t r u i s m .  E v e ry o n e  know s in g e n e r a l  a b o u t  th e  s im u l ta n e o u s  

f lo u r is h in g  of p u lp it  a n t i f e m in i s m  and  of the  w o r s h ip  of the  V irg in  M ary ;  

e v e ry o n e  is  l ik e w ise  f a m i l i a r  w ith  the g ro w th  in  th e  tw e lf th  c e n tu r y  of 

a  l i t e r a r y  a n t i f e m in is t  t r a d i t io n  a lo n g s id e  th e  e m e r g in g  t r a d i t io n  of c o u r t 

ly  love  w ith  i t s  e x t r e m e  a d o ra t io n  of the la d y .  T h a t  th e s e  r e l ig io u s  and 

l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t io n s  h ad  a n  e ffe c t  on eac h  o th e r  i s  a l s o  know n in  g e n e r a l  

t e r m s .  But w hat s p e c i f i c a l ly  w as th a t  e f f e c t?  Did th e  i n c r e a s in g  v e n e 

r a t io n  of the  V irg in  m o d ify  th is  pu lp it  a n t i f e m in i s m ?  Did it h a v e  any  

e f fe c t  on l i t e r a r y  a n t i f e m in i s m ?  T h a t  l i t e r a r y  f o r m s  and im a g e s  w e r e  

ex ch an g ed  by  c o u r t ly  l i t e r a t u r e  and the  c l e r i c a l  w r i t in g s  a d d r e s s e d  to 

the  V irg in  h a s  b e en  n o te d  b e fo re ,  if in a d e q u a te ly  s tu d ied .  B ut w h e th e r  

o r  not th e r e  w as  a  r e c i p r o c a l  in f lu en ce  in  th e  s u b s ta n c e  of th e s e  w r i t in g s  

h a s  n o t  b e e n  c l e a r .  T o  a n s w e r  th e se  q u e s t io n s  is  beyond  the  p o w e r  of 

any  s in g le  s tudy  and s u r e l y  beyond  the  sco p e  of th is  one. T h is  s tu d y  w i l l  

a t t e m p t  to  p r e s e n t  enough of the  r e le v a n t  e v id e n c e  a t  l e a s t  to s u g g e s t  

the  a n s w e r s  a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  to the d i s c u s s io n  of C h a u c e r 's  r e la t io n



V I

to th e s e  t r a d i t io n s  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  so  l i t t l e  of the g ro u n d  h a s  b e e n  c le a r e d .  

So m u c h  of th is  m a t e r i a l  h as  in the  p a s t  b e e n  ta k e n  f o r  g ra n te d  th a t  s u r 

p r i s in g ly  l i t t l e  h a s  b e e n  done to c o l le c t  the m a t e r i a l s  in  so m e  k ind  of 

c o h e re n t  m a n n e r  so a s  to f a c i l i t a te  ev a lu a tio n .

A n o ta b le  ex cep tio n  is  F .  L . U t le y 's  e x c e l le n t  book  The C ro o k ed  

R ib . A lthough  one m ig h t  have  w is h e d  th a t  s tu d y  to  have  b een  m o r e  e x 

te n s iv e ,  the  v a lu e  of the  book  b o th  in t r i n s i c a l ly  an d  a s  a  p io n e e r in g  

s tudy  w ould  b e  d if f icu l t  to e x a g g e r a te .  T h a t  book  and books  l ik e  T. A. 

K i r b y 's  C h a u c e r ' s  T ro i lu s  and  C o u r t ly  Love p ro v id e  b a ck g ro u n d s  r e s p e c 

t iv e ly  f o r  the  m e d ie v a l  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t io n  of a n t i f e m in is t  s a t i r e s  and  r e 

p l ie s ,  and  f o r  the  t r a d i t io n  of c o u r t ly  lo v e .  W hile  th is  s tudy  m a y  a t  

t im e  s e e m  to be going o v e r  g ro u n d  w hich  th o se  and  o th e r  s tu d ie s  h av e  

c o v e re d ,  i t  i s  to  be  hoped  th a t  t h e r e  w il l  be  so m e  va lue  in  p la c in g  th e s e  

t r a d i t io n s  b e s id e  e a c h  o th e r  a s  th ey  e x is te d  s id e  b y  s id e  in the  m e d ie v a l  

p e r io d .  In an y  c a s e  they  a r e  in  th is  s tudy  f o r  a  s e c o n d  and m o r e  i m 

p o r ta n t  r e a s o n ,  fo r  the  l ig h t  w h ich  th ey  m a y  sh e d  on the  m in d  and  a r t  

of G e o ff re y  C h a u c e r .

A lthough  U tley  h a s  qu ite  r ig h t ly  w a rn e d  a g a in s t  the  a r t i f i c i a l  

l im i t s  p la c e d  on the t im e  and  lo c a t io n  of a n t i f e m in i s t  u t t e r a n c e s ,  h e  

h a s  a l s o  p o in ted  out th a t  th e s e  s a t i r e s  had  a  f ix ed  f o r m  in the  M iddle  

A ges w h ich  th e y  la ck e d  b e fo re  and  a f t e r .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a l th o u g h  the  

f a c t  can  be o v e r s im p l i f ie d  and  o v e r e m p h a s iz e d ,  one of the c h a r a c t e r i s 

t ic s  of la te  m e d ie v a l  m a n  w a s  h i s  a b i l i ty  to  h o ld  e x t r e m e  and a p p a r e n t ly
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o ppos ing  p o in ts  of v iew . T h is  is  s t r ik in g ly  in d ic a ted  in  h is  two a t t i tu d e s  

to w a rd  w om en , h o w e v e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  an d  d iv o rc e d  f r o m  the a c tu a l  c o n d i

t io n s  of life  th e s e  a t t i tu d e s  m a y  have  b e en .  M a ry  an d  Eve fu r n is h e d  

co n v en ien t  po in ts  of r e f e r e n c e  f o r  the tw o s ta n c e s  of e x t r e m e  id o la t ry  

of w o m e n  (if in  the  a b s t r a c t )  and  e x t r e m e  a n t i f e m in is m  (if a g a in  d iv o rc e d  

f r o m  o r d in a r y  r e la t io n s  w ith  the  o p p o s ite  sex ) .

Of the  f i r s t  a t t i tu d e ,  a m o d e rn  w r i t e r  h a s  a s s e r t e d .

T h is  e le v a t io n  of w o m an  c e n t r e s  in M a r y  the M o th e r  of J e s u s ,  
th e  p u r e s t  v i r g in i ty  and  m o th e rh o o d ,  bo th  t e n d e r  and  s t ro n g ,  un ited  
in  w o n d e rfu l  s u b l im i ty  . . . .  The r e s p e c t  f o r  w o m an  r i s e s  and 
fa l l s  w ith  the  v e n e r a t io n  of the  V irg in  M o th e r  of God. C o n seq u en tly  
f o r  a r t  a l s o  th e  V irg in  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  h ig h e s t  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  of 
the  m o s t  noble  w om anhood . ^

A lthough  t h e r e  i s  s o m e th in g  in  th is ,  i t  too  e a s i ly  p a s s e s  o v e r  the  fa c t  

th a t  a t  the  h e ig h t  of the  v e n e r a t io n  of the  V irg in  in  the  M iddle  A g e s ,  when 

s u b l im e  p o e t r y  w as  b e in g  w r i t t e n  in  h e r  p r a i s e ,  s o m e  of th e  m o s t  v i r u 

le n t  s a t i r e  w as  b e in g  w r i t t e n  (o r  quo ted  w ith  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  a s  in  the 

J e r o m e  e p is t l e  'A g a in s t  J o v in ia n ')  a g a in s t  the  r e s t  of h e r  s e x ,  o ften  by  

th e  v e r y  s a m e  m e n  who w ro te  in  p r a i s e  of M ary .  M a r y  w as  e v en  u sed  

a g a in s t  o th e r  w o m en  in  th is  v i l i f ic a t io n  a s  the  id e a l  w hich  th e y  fa i le d  

so  m i s e r a b l y  to a t ta in .

No m a t t e r  how  m u c h  c a r e  is  ta k e n ,  th e r e  is a  r e a l  d a n g e r  of 

o v e r s im p l i f ic a t io n ,  bo th  of the  v a r io u s  t r a d i t io n s  and  of t h e i r  e f fec ts  

on l a t e r  t r e a tm e n t  of and  th e o r i e s  abou t w om en . As U tley  h a s  w a rn ed ,

^ F r a n c i s  L . U tley , The C ro o k ed  R ib , (Ohio S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  
C o n tr ib u t io n s  in L a n g u a g e s  and  L i t e r a t u r e ,  1944), p. 3.
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"T he  f o r c e s  w hich  com bined  to p ro d u c e  s a t i r e  and  d e fence  of w o m e n  a r e  

p a r t  of a  c o m p le x  p r o c e s s .  It m ig h t  be  ad d ed  th a t  the  e ffec ts  of th e s e  

s a t i r e s  and  d e fe n se s  a r e  a l s o  c o m p le x  and  p e rh a p s  e v en  m o re  d if f icu l t  

to a s s e s s .

In h i s  book Utley h a s  a s s e r t e d  the  n eed  f o r  a  r e a s s e s s m e n t  of 

the  b a c k g ro u n d  of m e d ie v a l  s a t i r e s  of w om en , and  h a s  r e v e a le d  the  d i r e c 

tion  w hich  h e  b e l ie v e s  su ch  a  s tu d y  should  ta k e :

E x c e s s iv e  e m p h a s is  h a s  b e e n  p la ce d  on f iv e  of the  s o u r c e s  of 
m e d ie v a l  a n t i f e m in is t  w r i t in g s  : an  a r b i t r a r y  d iv is io n  in  t im e ,  
the M idd le  A ges ; a  p la c e  and  c u l tu re ,  the  O r ie n t ;  an  id e a l ,  a s c e 
t i c i s m  (and i t s  v is ib le  e x p r e s s io n ,  the  m e d ie v a l  C hurch );  a  c l a s s ,  
the  b o u r g e o is ie ;  and an  in d iv id u a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  th a t  of the  poe t.
E a c h  of th e s e  is  s ig n if ic a n t ,  b u t  none sh o u ld  be t r e a t e d  a s  though 
i t  e x i s t e d  in  a  v acu u m . M o re o v e r ,  we sh o u ld  n o t  ig n o re  fo u r  
o th e r s  too s e ld o m  c o n s id e re d :  an o th er  c u l tu r e ,  th a t  of G re e c e  
and R o m e ; a  p sy c h o lo g ic a l  f a c to r ,  s e x  a n ta g o n is m ;  a  com m o n  
h u m a n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  th e  d e s i r e  fo r  e n te r t a in m e n t ;  and  a n o th e r  
id e a l ,  c o u r t ly  love, w h ich  is  the  p ro d u c t  of a n o th e r  c l a s s ,  the 
a r i s t o c r a c y .

T h is  s e e m s  a r e m a r k a b ly  f a i r  e v a lu a t io n  of the  s i tu a t io n .  In the f i r s t  

th r e e  p a r t s  of the  p r e s e n t  s tu d y , s e v e n  of the  n in e  f a c to r s  w hich  P r o 

f e s s o r  U tle y  l i s t s  a r e  s tu d ied  - -  the  f i r s t  f ive  p lu s  two of the l a s t  fo u r ,  

H e l len ic  and  H e l le n i s t ic  c u l tu re  and  c o u r t ly  lo v e .  Of the  o th e r  two, 

s e x  a n ta g o n is m ,  w hile  im p o s s ib le  to m e a s u r e ,  is  im p l ic i t  in  the d i s 

cu ss io n  of t a le s  f r o m  the  d e b a te  in the  M a r r i a g e  G roup , the  Wife of 

B a th 's  T a le ,  the  M e r c h a n t 's  T a le  and the  C l e r k 's  T a le .  The t r e a t m e n t

^ F r a n c i s  L . U tley , T he  C ro o k ed  R ib , (Ohio S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  
C o n tr ib u t io n s  in L an g u ag es  and  L i t e r a t u r e ,  1944), p. 3.

^Ib id .
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of C h a u c e r 's  h a b i tu a l  i r o n i c  s ta n c e  a t te m p ts  to d e a l  w ith  the  o th e r  f a c to r  

a t  l e a s t  im p l ic i t ly  in  h is  u se  of the a n t i f e m in is t  t r a d i t io n ,  the  d e s i r e  f o r  

en te  r  ta  in m e n t .

A lthough  P r o f e s s o r  U t le y 's  e v a lu a t io n  of w h a t  is  n eed e d  to d e lv e  

in to  th is  t r a d i t io n  is an  a c c u r a t e  one, h is  book  is  n o t  an  a t te m p t  to  r e c o n 

s t r u c t  the  b ack g ro u n d  in  d e ta i l .  He p r e f a c e s  h i s  book  by  say in g .

T h is  book  is  no s h o r t  h i s t o r y  of w om en . I ts  p r i m a r y  t a s k  is  to 
r e c o r d  the  c r u c ia l  d o c u m e n ts  and  to c o n t r ib u te  to w a rd  t h e i r  u n d e r 
s tan d in g  by  so m e  a t te n t io n  to t h e i r  g e n e s i s ,  t h e i r  k in d s ,  and  the  
d e ta i l s  of t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  h i s to r y .  ^

M o re  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  The  C ro o k e d  Rib is  p r i m a r i l y  an  a n n o ta te d  l i s t in g  and  

a n a ly s i s  of s a t i r e s  and d e fe n s e s  of w o m en  a s  th e y  a r e  found in  the  l i t e r a 

tu r e  of E n g land  and S co tlan d  f r o m  the  th i r t e e n th  c e n tu r y  u n ti l  1568.

W ith in  the  l im i t s  he  h a s  s e t  f o r  h im s e l f .  P r o f e s s o r  U tley  h a s  p ro v id e d  

a  v a lu ab le  s tudy . E v e n  w ith in  th is  l im i te d  p e r io d  and  a r e a ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  

to be found the  s t r ik in g  o m is s io n  of p u lp it  s a t i r e s  on w o m en . T he  C ro o k ed  

R ib , th en ,  is  a  s p e c ia l i z e d  s tu d y  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  type  of l i t e r a t u r e  in  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  p e r io d  of t im e .  A  d e ta i le d  s tudy  of the  t r a d i t io n s  w hich  

P r o f e s s o r  U tley  h a s  to u ch ed  upon is  s t i l l  to be p u b l ish e d .

T h is  s tu d y  w i l l  of n e c e s s i t y  s u f f e r  f r o m  the  n o n - e x is te n c e  of su c h  

a  b a s i c  te x t .  B e c a u s e  a  s u r v e y  of th e s e  r e l ig io u s  and  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i 

t io n s  h a s  b e e n  d e e m e d  n e c e s s a r y  a s  a n  in t ro d u c t io n  to  the  s tu d y  of 

C h a u c e r 's  u se  of th e m ,  and  b e c a u s e  th is  s u r v e y  is  of n e c e s s i t y  l im i te d

^U tley , p . v i i .



in s c o p e  by  be ing  an  in t ro d u c t io n ,  a  c o m p ro m is e  h a s  b e e n  re a c h e d .  

W h en e v e r  the f ie ld  h a s  b e e n  th o ro u g h ly  c o v e re d  by  s p e c i f ic a l ly  l i t e r a r y  

s tu d ie s ,  a s  in  the  c a se  of c o u r t ly  lo v e ,  the  m a t e r i a l  w il l  be  of a  m o r e  

s u m m a r y  n a tu r e .  B e c a u se  the f i r s t  p a r t  is  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  the  p a r t  

w h ich  h a s  r e c e iv e d  l e a s t  a t te n t io n  in  l i t e r a r y  s tu d ie s ,  the  p h i lo so p h ic a l  

b a c k g ro u n d ,  th a t  p a r t  w il l  be  g iven  ex ten d ed  t r e a tm e n t .  In the  i n t e r 

e s t  of r e a d a b i l i ty  and  b e c a u s e  the  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  r e a d i ly  a v a i la b le ,  I 

h a v e  m a d e  u s e  of t r a n s l a t i o n s  w h e r e v e r  th e s e  w e r e  a v a i la b le ;  o t h e r 

w is e ,  the  s tu d y  could  a t  t im e s  h a v e  g iven  the  a p p e a r a n c e  of m a c a r o n ic  

v e r s e .  I h av e  not, h o w e v e r ,  v e n tu re d  to  p ro v id e  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  of m y  

own w h en  a good one w as  no t a v a i la b le .

The d a n g e r  of a  g e n e r a l  a p p ro a c h  to s u c h  a  c o m p le x  p r o b le m  is  

e v id e n t ,  b u t ,  in  the  p r e s e n t  c a s e ,  u n av o id ab le .  P h i l ip p e  D e lh a y e 's  

s t a t e m e n t  of the  c a se  p r e s e n t s  a  b i t t e r  t ru th :

L 'e x p r e s s i o n  de c e t  an t i  - f é m in i s m e  c o n s t i tu e  é v id e m m e n t  to u te  
une p ro v in c e  du ro y a u m e  des  l e t t r e s  e t  je  s e r a i s  b ie n  p r e s o m p te u x  
de m 'e n  p r o p o s e r  une e x p lo ra t io n  c o m p le te .  ^

In a  f ie ld  w h ich  is  so  c o m p le x  and  in  w hich  so  m u ch  n e ed s  to be  done,

th e  p r e s u m p t io n  of the  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  is  even  m o r e  ev id en t .  If t h e r e

w e r e  m a n y  m o r e  s tu d ie s  l ik e  th o se  of U tley  a n d  D e lh ay e ,  the p r e s e n t

s tu d y  could  be  p r e s e n te d  w ith  m o r e  co n f id en ce .  As i t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  the

d a n g e r s  of m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  m a t e r i a l  a t  hand  s e e m  to be  o u tw eighed

^P h ilippe  D e lh ay e , "L e  D o s s i e r  A n t i - M a t r im o n ia l  de I 'A d v e r s u s  
J o v in ia n u m  e t  Son In fluence  s u r  Q uelques  É c r i t s  L a t in s  du Xlle S iè c le ,  " 
M ed. Stud. , vo l. 13 (1951), p. 65.



X I

by  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p r e s e n t  s id e  by  s id e  the  f a c to r s  invo lved  in  the  

'w om an  q u e s t io n '  and  in  tu r n  to s tu d y  C h a u c e r  in h is  c o n n ec tio n  w ith  

th em .

I sh o u ld  l ik e  to  tak e  th is  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  thank  the  fo llow ing  

m e m b e r s  of m y  d o c to r a l  c o m m it te e  f o r  g iv ing  th e i r  t im e  and  e f fo r t  

to  the  t a s k  of r e a d in g  and  c r i t i c i z in g  th is  s tudy; D r .  R udo lph  B a m b a s ,  

D r .  A lphonse  J .  F r i t z ,  and  D r .  C alv in  G . T h a y e r  of the  E n g l i s h  

D e p a r tm e n t ;  a n d  D r .  D onnell O wings of th e  H is to ry  D e p a r tm e n t .

Above a l l ,  I w is h  to  e x p r e s s  m y  th an k s  to  D r .  P a u l  G. R u g g ie r s ,  who 

gave m e  th e  b e n e f i t  of h is  l e a r n in g  a n d  p e r c e p t iv e  c r i t i c i s m  f r o m  the 

in c ep t io n  of th i s  s tu d y . A lthough to  none of the  above goes  any  s h a r e  

of the  b la m e  f o r  the  w o r k 's  in a d e q u a c ie s ,  i t  m u s t  in e v itab ly  h a v e  b e e n

w o rs e  w ith o u t  t h e i r  a d v ic e .
\ .



TRADITION AND C H AU CER'S U N F A IT H F U L  WOMAN

C H A P T E R  I

INTRODUCTION

. . . the  a s c e t i c  p r in c ip le  e a r ly  m ad e  w ay  f o r  i t s e l f  in  the  d e v e l 
o p m e n t  of the  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rch .  N ay, in  the  c o u r s e  of th is  d e v e l 
o p m e n t ,  a s c e t i c i s m  s o a r e d  to h e ig h ts  and  p r o d u c e d  p h en o m en a  in  
th e  l ife  of the  C h u rc h  w h ich  fo r  g r e a tn e s s  and  f a r - r e a c h i n g  in f lu 
en ce  on the whole  c u l tu r e d  l ife  of h u m a n ity  f a l l s  in  no way b eh in d  
w h a t  the  h i s to r y  of n o n - C h r i s t i a n  re l ig io n s  h a s  to  show  of a n  a n a lo 
gous k ind . . . . The b eg in n in g s  of a s c e t i c i s m  in  the  C h r i s t i a n  
C h u rc h  c o n s t i tu te  a n o th e r  c h a p te r  in the  h i s t o r y  of th a t  p r o c e s s  
w h ich  is  u su a l ly  sp o k en  of a s  the 'H e l len iz in g  of C h r is t ia n i ty .  ' ^

In The G re a t  C hain  of B eing, A r th u r  O. L o v e jo y  d is t in g u is h e s

tw o s t r a i n s  of P la to n is m  - -  'o th e r w o r ld l in e s s '  a n d  ' t h i s - w o r l d l i n e s s '  -

an d  s a y s  he  m e a n s  by  the  f o r m e r

th e  b e l ie f  th a t  bo th  th e  g e n u in e ly  ' r e a l '  an d  th e  t r u l y  good a r e  
r a d ic a l l y  a n t i th e t ic  in  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  to any th ing  
to  be found in  m a n 's  n a tu r a l  l ife ,  in the  o r d i n a r y  c o u r s e  of h u m an  
e x p e r ie n c e ,  h o w e v e r  n o r m a l ,  h o w e v e r  in te l l ig e n t ,  and  h o w e v e r  
fo r tu n a te .  ^

1
O. Z o c k le r ,  " A s c e t i c i s m  (C h r is t ia n ) ,"  E n c y c lo p ed ia  of R e l ig io n  

and  E t h i c s , ed. J a m e s  H a s t in g s ,  Vol. I (1910), p. 74.

2
A r th u r  O. L ov e jo y , T he  G re a t  C hain  of B eing  (C am b rid g e ,  M a s s . 

H a r v a r d  U n iv e rs i ty ,  1936), p. 25.
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S e n se ,  he  s a y s ,  to the  o th e r w o r ld ly  m in d  is d e lu s o r y .

And - -  the  th e m e  is of the  t r i t e s t  - -  the  jo y s  of the  n a tu r a l  life  
a r e  e v a n e s c e n t  and  d e lu s iv e ,  a s  age  if not you th  d i s c o v e r s .  But 
th e  h u m a n  w il l ,  a s  c o n c e iv e d  by  the o th e rw o r ld ly  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  
no t on ly  s e e k s  bu t is c ap a b le  of finding  so m e  f in a l ,  f ixed , i m m u 
ta b le ,  i n t r i n s i c ,  p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s fy in g  good, a s  th e  h u m a n  r e a s o n  
s e e k s ,  and  can  find , s o m e  s ta b le ,  d e f in i t iv e ,  c o h e r e n t ,  s e l f -  
c o n ta in e d ,  and  s e l f - e x p la n a to r y  o b je c t  o r  o b je c t s  of c o n tem p la t io n .  
N ot, h o w e v e r ,  in th is  w o r ld  is  e i th e r  to  be  found, b u t  only in a  
'h ig h e r '  r e a l m  of be ing  d i f f e r in g  in  i ts  e s s e n t i a l  n a tu r e ,  and  not 
m e r e l y  in d e g re e  and  d e ta i l  f r o m  the  lo w e r .  ^

P a r t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of i ts  c o n ta c t  w ith  H e l l e n i s m  and  p a r t l y  a s  a 

r e s u l t  of i t s  own n a tu r e ,  C h r i s t i a n i ty  h a s  a lso  h a d  t h e s e  tw o s t r a i n s  

f r o m  th e  e a r l i e s t  t im e s .  In k e e p in g  w ith  i t s  a t t e n t io n  to  th is  w o rld ,  

C h r i s t i a n i ty  h a s  of n e c e s s i t y  b e e n  a  body of e th ic a l  d o c t r in e .  In k e e p 

ing w ith  i ts  a t te n t io n  to the  im p e r f e c t io n  of th is  w o r ld  a n d  i ts  longing  

fo r  a  b e t t e r  one , h o w e v e r ,  i t  h a s  a l s o  h a d  the  o p p o s in g  te n d en c y  to 

ren o u n c e  th i s  w o r ld  and  i t s  c o n c e r n s  a s  h o p e le s s ly  c o r r u p t  and  to t u r n  

i t s  th o u g h ts  to  the  fu tu re  one .

A s L o v e jo y  h a s  p o in te d  ou t ,  the  p r in c ip le  of g r a d a t io n  h a s  a l s o  

b e en  a  f o r c e  in  P la to n ic  and  C h r i s t i a n  thought f r o m  th e  e a r l i e s t  t im e s ,  

and  i t  too h a s  p la y e d  i t s  p a r t  in  th e  h i s t o r y  of a s c e t i c i s m ,  P l a t o ' s  

d is t in g u is h in g  of v a r io u s  c o n n e c te d  le v e l s  of love  an d  t h e i r  co n seq u en t 

v a ry in g  v a lu e s  b e a r s  an  a f f in i ty ,  f o r  e x am p le ,  to the  P a u l in e  d o c t r in e ,  

m u ch  e l a b o r a t e d  in  l a t e r  t im e s ,  th a t  m a r r i a g e  is  good, b u t  v i rg in i ty  is  

b e t t e r  - -  th a t  love  of the  h u m a n  (if c h a s te )  is  good, bu t love  of the

^Ibid. , pp. 25 -26 .



d iv in e  is on a  h ig h e r  p lane  an d  th e r e f o r e  b e t t e r .  A s c e t i c i s m  w a s  the  

h ig h e r  life  c h o se n  so a s  to fo llow  th is  h ig h e r  love .

T h is  p r in c ip le  of g ra d a t io n  a s  e n u n c ia te d  in v a r io u s  of P l a t o ' s  

w o rk s  w as  a g r e a t  fo r c e  in the  thought of e a r ly  C h r i s t i a n i ty  an d  the 

M idd le  A g e s .  So w e re  the  s t r a i n s  of th i s - w o r ld l in e s s  and  o th e r w o r l d l i 

n e s s .  T he  f i r s t  s e t  up g o a ls  fo r  c o n s ta n t  s t r iv in g  'u p w a r d , ' and  the  

s e c o n d  is  e m b o d ied  in P l a t o ' s  an a lo g y  of the  c h a r io t ,  w ith  i t s  co n f l ic t  

b e tw e e n  th e  'h ig h e r '  and  ' l o w e r '  e m o t io n s .  T he c o n se q u e n t  d i le m m a  

f o r  a l l  b u t the  m o n a s t ic  o r d e r s  of be in g  caugh t b e tw een  the  n e e d  to  l ive  

in th is  w o r ld  a n d  the  du ty  to  r e n o u n c e  it in  f a v o r  of the  n e x t  m a n i f e s t e d  

i t s e l f  in v a r io u s  w ays - - i n  none  m o r e  s t ro n g ly  th an  the  q u e s t io n  of 

love  and  th e  r e l a t io n  of the  s e x e s .

In th is  sp e c if ic  c o n n ec t io n  a ls o , '  P la to n i s m  and  N e o p la to n is m  

h a d  d e f in i te  e f fec t .  T he  la d d e r  of love  w hich  P la to  p o s i t s  in  the  S y m 

p o s iu m  w ith  i t s  s c a le  of v a lu e  f r o m  the  lo w e s t  a n im a l  love  to the  h ig h e s t  

s p i r i t u a l  k in d  h a d  i ts  e ffec t ,  if  in d i r e c t ly ,  f r o m  O r ig e n  an d  A u g u s t in e  

r ig h t  up to  the  p r e s e n t .  The to ta l  re n u n c ia t io n  of the  p h y s ic a l  f o r  the  

s p i r i t u a l  w h ich  is  so  m u c h  a  p a r t  of N e o p la to n ism  and  v a r io u s  E a s t e r n  

m y s t e r y  c u l ts  of the t im e  a l s o  h a d  i ts  in f lu en c e ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  the  

C h u rc h  t r i e d  to r e s i s t  it.

T he  h i s t o r y  of C h r i s t i a n i ty  r ig h t  up u n ti l  the  R e f o rm a t io n  is  in 

p a r t  a  h i s t o r y  of co n f l ic ts  ab o u t the  a s c e t i c  id e a l  and , a s  L o v e jo y  h a s  

show n, of e la b o ra t io n s  of the  c o n cep t  of the  c o sm o s  a s  a  g r e a t  l a d d e r



o r  chain . C h a u c e r  w as  the  i n h e r i t o r  of both  the  w o r ld ly - o th e r w o r ld ly  

co n f l ic t  and  of the  co n ce p t  of the  le v e l s  of love . T h a t h e  w as  a f fe c te d  

by  the  f i r s t  we know p o ig n a n t ly  f r o m  h is  R e t r a c t io n .  T h a t  he  w as  c o n 

s c io u s  of and  a f fe c te d  by  the  th e o r y  of the  g ra d a t io n s  of love  we know, fo r  

e x am p le ,  f r o m  the  T r o i lu s  ep ilogue  and  the Wife of B a th 's  p ro lo g u e .

A c o m p le te  h i s t o r y  of W e s te r n  th e o r ie s  c o n ce rn in g  love an d  w o m 

en is  ye t to be w r i t t e n ,  and  p e r h a p s  is  im p o s s ib le  to w r i t e .  C e r ta in ly  i t  

is  beyond  the  sco p e  of th e  p r e s e n t  s tudy  to  go f a r t h e r  th an  to  s u g g e s t  the  

m o r e  d i r e c t  in f lu en c es  on the  d e b a te  up to C h a u c e r 's  day . B e c a u s e  the  

p h i lo so p h ic  b a c k g ro u n d  is  the  l e a s t  u n d e rs to o d  p a r t  of the  s to r y ,  i t  w ill  

be  g iven  ex ten d e d  t r e a t m e n t .  In the  sec o n d  p a r t  of the  s to r ^  - -  the  

c l e r i c a l  t r a d i t io n  b a s e d  on the  e a r l i e r  p h ilo so p h ic  ju s t i f i c a t io n s  of a s 

c e t i c i s m  - -  enough of the  r e le v a n t  d o c u m en ts  w il l  be  r e p r o d u c e d  to  i n 

d ic a te  the  th e m e s  of th e  g r e a t  m a s s  of m a t e r i a l s  w hich  th e y  r e p r e s e n t .  

T h is  s e c t io n  w il l  be  m u c h  s m a l l e r  b e c a u s e  the  s a m e n e s s  of the  a u t h o r i 

t i e s  on w hich  th e y  a r e  b a s e d ,  and  e s s e n t i a l  a g r e e m e n t  of w r i t e r s  on the  

s u b je c t ,  w ould  m a k e  an y  ex ten d ed  d i s c u s s io n  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p e t i t io u s .

T he th i r d  p a r t ,  a l s o ,  w il l  be  s h o r t e r  b e c a u s e  m u c h  of it h a s  b e e n  c o v e r e d  

in  v a r io u s  p la c e s  b e f o r e .  F o r  a  su m m a t io n  of the  r e l ig io u s  and  l i t e r a r y  

m e r g e n c e  w hich  took  p la c e  in  the  h igh  M iddle  A g e s ,  the  R o m an  de la  

R o se  w i l l  s e r v e  qu ite  w e l l .  A s th is  w o rk  e x e r t e d  a  d i r e c t  and  d e m o n 

s t r a b l e  in f lu en ce  on C h a u c e r ,  i t  w il l  a l so  s e r v e  co n v en ien tly  to  l e a d  into 

a  c o n s id e ra t io n  of C h a u c e r ' s  u s e  a n d  m o d if ic a t io n  of the  t r a d i t io n .



" C h r i s t i a n  a s c e t i c i s m  is  one of the  p h en o m en a  p ro d u c e d  by  the

union of p r e - C h r i s t i a n  f a c to r s  of c iv i l iz a t io n  w ith  the  s p i r i t  of C h r i s t i a n i ty

. . . , " s a y s  Z o c k le r .

. . . the s ta g e  upon w hich  the  p h e n o m en a  of a  fu lly  d ev e lo p e d  and 
so c ia l ly  o rg a n iz e d  C h r i s t i a n  a s c e t i c i s m  f i r s t  m ak e  t h e i r  a p p e a r 
an ce  is  found in  th o s e  lands  w h ich  c o n s t i tu te d  the  w o r ld  of G r a e c o -  
R om an  c iv i l iz a t io n ;  and  the  r e l ig io u s  and  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r a d i t io n s  
of th is  s a m e  c u l tu re d  w o r ld  f o r m  the  po in t to w h ich  th e  a s c e t i c i s m  
of the  C h u rc h ,  w ith  i t s  id e a ls  an d  e f fo r t s ,  p r i m a r i l y  and  m a in ly  
a t ta c h e s  i t s e l f .

A s c e t i c i s m ,  th en , is  p a r t  of the  h e r i t a g e  of C h r is t ia n i ty  f r o m  G r a e c o -  

R o m an  c iv i l iz a t io n ,  o r  p e rh a p s  it w ould  be  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  to  s a y  th a t  the  

p h i lo so p h ic a l  ju s t i f ic a t io n  of a s c e t i c i s m  w as  ta k e n  f r o m  H e l le n i s t i c  thought 

to s u p p o r t  a  te n d en c y  w hich  w as a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  in  C h r is t ia n i ty .

At the  beg in n in g  of the  C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  the  H e l le n i s t i c  w o r ld  h a d

fo u r  d o m in an t  p h i lo so p h ie s  - -  S to ic is m ,  C y n ic ism , N e o p y th a g o re a n is m ,

and  N e o p la to n ism . A ll  fo u r  w e re  u n an im o u s  in  a t  l e a s t  one r e s p e c t ,  the

h igh  va lue  w h ich  th e y  p la c e d  on a s c e t i c i s m .  In f a c t  the  im a g e  of the  id e a l

p h i lo s o p h e r  f o r  th e s e  p h i lo so p h ie s  w as  of an  a s c e t i c .

A bundant e v id en ce  of the  e s s e n t i a l  id en ti ty  of the  c o n n o ta t io n  of 
the  t e r m s  'a s c e t i c '  an d  'p h i lo s o p h e r '  is  fu r n i s h e d  e s p e c ia l l y  b y  the  
w r i t in g s  of P h i lo  J u d a e u s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  b y  th o se  of n u m e r o u s  C h r i s 
t ia n  F a t h e r s  f r o m  the  t im e  of J u s t i n  M a r ty r  and C le m e n t  of A le x 
a n d r ia  o n w a rd s .  When P h ilo  h a i l s  the  J e w is h  r e l ig io n ,  and  the  
F a t h e r s  h a i l  C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  a s  th e  t r u e  p h ilo so p h y , b o th  h a v e  in 
v iew  a  c e r t a i n  a s c e t i c  e le m e n t  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  r e l ig io n s .
The m o r a l  s t r i c t n e s s  and  e a r n e s t  d e m an d  fo r  v i r t u e  found  in  
bo th , w hen lo o k ed  a t  f r o m  the  v ie w -p o in t  of a s c e t i c i s m ,  f o r m e d  
the  co nnec ting  l in k  w h ich  r e n d e r e d  p o s s ib le  su ch  a  co m b in a t io n  
of the  J e w is h  o r  C h r i s t i a n  id e a l  of l i fe  w ith  the  'w is d o m ' of the 
G r a e c o - R o m a n  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  ^

1 2 Z o c k le r ,  pp . 7 4 -7 5 . Ibid. , p. 73.



As a  s y n c r e t i c  p h ilo so p h y , N e o p la to n ism  ad o p ted  e le m e n ts  f r o m  P la to ,  

A r i s t o t l e ,  the  S toa, and  the  N e o p y th a g o re a n s .  It w a s ,  th en ,  the  m o s t  

c o n v en ien t  m e d iu m  of t r a n s m i s s i o n  of th e  a s c e t i c  te n d e n c ie s  in  the  o th e r  

p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  an d  a s  su ch  h a d  the  m o s t  d i r e c t  e f fec t .

W h e n e v e r  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  j u s t i f i c a t io n  f o r  a s c e t i c i s m  i s  g iv en  in  

e a r ly  C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  th a t  ju s t i f i c a t io n  is c lo s e ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  N e o p la 

to n i s m .  A lthough  P o r p h y r y  m ig h t  h av e  b e e n  in c lu d e d  in  th is  s tu d y  a s  

a  th i r d ,  the  two g r e a t  n a m e s  in the  m e r g in g  of C h r i s t i a n  an d  N eo p la to n ic  

though t a r e  O r ig e n  and  P lo t in u s .  T h e i r  e m o t io n a l  c o m m itm e n ts  and  

p o w e rs  of m in d  m a d e  th e m  id e a l  f o r  th is  t a s k .  P r i o r  to  th e s e  two m en , 

h o w e v e r ,  a n o th e r  g r e a t  s y n t h e s i z e r  h a d  b ro u g h t  t o g e th e r  in one  body  of 

th o u g h t  the  e l e m e n t s  of ' t h i s - w o r l d l i n e s s ' an d  'o t h e r w o r ld l i n e s s '  w h ich  

w e r e  to w a r  in  the  though t and  in c l in a t io n  of l a t e r  t i m e s .  A lthough  the  

le n g th s  to  w h ich  s o m e  of h is  d o c t r in e s  w e r e  ta k e n  w ould  h a v e  a s to n i s h e d  

h im ,  a s  w ith  so  m u c h  e l s e  in  W e s te r n  t r a d i t io n ,  the  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  b a c k 

g ro u n d  of th e  s to r y  b eg in s  w ith  P la to .
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C H A P T E R  II

P L A T O

The s a f e s t  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of the  E u r o p e a n  p h i lo so p h ic a l  
t r a d i t io n  is  th a t  i t  c o n s i s t s  in a  s e r i e s  of fo o tn o tes  to P la to .  ^

A lthough th e r e  m ig h t  s e e m  to  be  a  w ide  gap  b e tw e e n  the  a n t i f e m i 

n i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  the  b a s i s  of the  Wife of B a th 's  P r o lo g u e  and  P la to ,  th e r e  

is  a  d e m o n s t r a b l e ,  if i n d i r e c t ,  co n n ec tio n  b e tw e e n  th e m , b o th  th ro u g h  

the  g e n e r a l  a s c e t i c  t r a d i t io n  of C h r i s t i a n  though t and  m o r e  s p e c i f ic a l ly  

th ro u g h  the  t r a d i t io n a l  a n t i f e m in is t  w r i t in g s  of e a r ly  C h r i s t i a n  w r i t e r s ,  

an d  the  l a t e r  w r i t e r s  and  c l e r i c s  who u s e d  th e i r  w r i t in g s  a s  a u th o r i ty .

The in f lu en ce  of P la to n i s m  on the  e a r l i e s t  C h r i s t i a n s ,  con tinu ing  to  the  

t im e  of T h o m as  A q u in as ,  is  w e ll  e s t a b l i s h e d  and  n e ed s  on ly  a  l i t t l e  

sk e tc h in g .  Its  in f lu en c e  on the  d eb a te  abou t w o m en  h a s  no t b e e n  so  w ell 

c o v e re d  and  w il l  r e q u i r e  m o r e  d is c u s s io n .

T h ro u g h  a s c e t i c i s m .  P la to n is m ,  by  m e a n s  of i t s  s t r a n g e  s te p - c h i ld  

N e o p la to n ism , h a s  h ad  a  g r e a t  e ffec t  on the  th e o r i e s  abou t the  s ta tu s  of 

w om en . We m a y  de fine  a s c e t i c i s m  a s  th a t  w ay  of l i fe  w h ich  s t r i v e s  to

^A lfred  N. W hitehead , quo ted  in L ove joy , p. 24.
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s u p p r e s s  the  s e n s e s ,  to tu r n  the  sou l f r o m  a l l  s e n s u o u s  d e s i r e s ,  an d  to 

dev e lo p  i t s  v i r t u e  by a s  to ta l  a s  p o s s ib le  an  a t te n t io n  to the  d iv ine . One 

e le m e n t  w h ich  i s  a lm o s t  u n iv e r s a l l y  p r e s e n t  in a s c e t i c i s m  is  the  no tion  

th a t  m a t t e r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  the  m a t e r i a l  s id e  of h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  is  ev il .  R e 

je c t io n  of the  m a t e r i a l  and  s e n s u a l  p o r t io n  of e x i s t e n c e  is  the b e s t  pa th  

to v i r t u e .  The im p o r t  of th is  f o r  th e o r i e s  c o n c e rn in g  w o m an  is  p la in :  

w om an  a s  th e  c h i l d - b e a r e r  r e p r e s e n t s  the  s e n s u a l  a n d  a n im a l  s id e  of h u 

m a n  n a tu r e ;  if c o n c u p is c e n c e  is  a  h in d ra n c e  to v i r t u e ,  w om an  a s  the  

sy m b o l and  o b je c t  of i t  is  a  t e m p t r e s s ,  a  lu r e  aw ay  f r o m  the  s p i r i tu a l  

l i fe .  As w il l  be  s e e n  l a t e r .  B ib l ic a l  e x am p le s  - -  e s p e c ia l l y  E ve  in  h e r  

ro le  in the  F a l l  - -  h e lp e d  to s u p p o r t  th is  a s c e t i c  co n d em n a tio n .

A s m o r e  th an  one h i s to r i a n  h a s  po in ted  out. P la to n i s m  and  C h r i s 

t ia n i ty  w e r e  w e l l - s u i t e d  to  e a c h  o th e r .  P la to n i s m  su p p l ie d  C h r is t ia n i ty  

w ith  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s y s te m  in  no e s s e n t i a l  w ay  a t  odds  w ith  i t ,  and  

su p p lied  a l s o  a  s e t  of t e r m s  w h ich  w e re  both  f le x ib le  and  f a m i l i a r .  V a r i 

ous c h u rc h  h i s to r i a n s  h av e  r e m a r k e d  on the  r e l a t iv e  e a s e  w ith  w hich  the  

G re e k s  w e r e  c o n v e r te d  to C h r i s t i a n i ty  a s  c o m p a r e d  w ith  so m e  of the 

o th e r  p e o p le s .  C le m en t of A le x a n d r ia  and  P a u l  a r e  s t r ik in g  ex am p le s  

of the  b a s i s  of t ru th  in  C le m e n t 's  s ta t e m e n t  th a t  " P h i lo s o p h y  led  the  

G re e k s  to  C h r i s t ,  a s  the  law  did  the  J e w s .

Q uoted  in  A S e le c t  L i b r a r y  of the  N icen e  a n d  P o s t - N ic e n e  
F a t h e r s  of the C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h , ed. P h i l ip  Schaff (1 s t .  s e r i e s ,  New 
Y ork: C h a s .  S c r ib n e r ' s  Sons, 1917), I, p. 107n. C i ted  h e r e a f t e r  as  
N icen e  and  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s .
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St. P a u l ,  the  g r e a t  s y s t e m a t i z e r  of C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  found  the  b a s i s  

of h i s  th e o r iz in g  in P la to n is m .  On th is  po in t D ean  Inge h a s  a s s e r t e d .

We a r e  on s u r e r  g ro u n d  w hen we look  f o r  a  P la to n ic  e le m e n t  in 
St. P a u l ' s  th eo lo g y  th a n  w hen we d i s c u s s  p o s s ib le  b o r r o w in g s  f r o m  
the  m y s t e r y - c u l t s . The whole  d o c t r in e  of^the S p i r i t  in  h i s  e p i s t l e s  
c o r r e s p o n d s  c lo s e ly  to the  P la to n ic  N ous.

Inge goes  on to  p o in t  out so m e  of the in s ta n c e s  of the  in f lu en c e  of P la to n is m

on P a u l ' s  w r i t i n g s ,  am o n g  th e m  th a t

T he  w o r d s ,  'T h e  th in g s  th a t  a r e  s e e n  a r e  t e m p o r a l ,  bu t the  th ings  
th a t  a r e  n o t  s e e n  a r e  e t e r n a l ,  ' a r e  P l a to n i s m .  . . .  In R om . i .  20 
' th e  in v is ib le  th in g s  a r e  u n d e r s to o d  th ro u g h  th e  th in g s  th a t  a r e  
m a d e ,  ' an d  I C o r .  x x ii .  12 r e m in d s  us of P l a t o ' s  p a r a b le  of the  
c av e .  T he  i m m a t e r i a l i t y  of S p ir i t  w as  p e r h a p s  no t q u ite  c l e a r ly  
a s s e r t e d  by  any  w r i t e r  b e fo re  P lo t in u s ;  b u t  St. P a u l ' s  ' s p i r i t u a l  ^ 
body ' d o es  no t invo lve  h im  in  su ch  m a t e r i a l i s m  a s  th a t  of T e r tu l l i a n .

A s H. O. T a y lo r  h a s  po in ted  out, m a n y  of the  F a t h e r s  acknow ledge

t h e i r  d eb t  to  P la to n i s m ,  am ong  th e m  J u s t in ,

. . . w ho o f ten  s p e a k s  of C h r i s t i a n i ty  a s  a  p h i lo so p h y  a n d  r e a l i s e s  
th a t  th ro u g h  P l a to n i s m  he  r e a c h e d  C h r i s t i a n  t r u th .  B ut m o r e  e x 
p l i c i t ly  th e  A le x a n d r ia n s ,  C le m en t  and  O r ig e n ,  i n t r e n c h e d  t h e i r  
C h r i s t i a n i ty  in  p h ilo so p h y , and  a p p re h e n d e d  i t  in  m o d e s  of P la to n ic  
th o u g h t.  W ith  th e m  C h r i s t i a n i ty  is  the  c u lm in a t io n  of p h i lo so p h y  
and  in c lu d e s  a l l  t r u th ;  ph ilo so p h y  is  the  p r e p a r a t o r y  s tu d y . ^

On the  w ho le , it  w as  not P la to n i s m  a s  a  b o d y  of e th ic s ,  b u t  a s  a 

m e ta p h y s ic a l  s y s te m ,  w h ich  h a d  the  g r e a t e s t  im p a c t  on the  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n

^W. R. Inge , T he  P la to n ic  T r a d i t io n  in  E n g l i s h  R e l ig io u s  Thought 
(New Y o rk : L o n g m a n s ,  G re e n  & C o . ,  1926), p. 12.

^ I b id . , pp. 12-13.

3
H e n r y  O sb o rn  T a y lo r ,  The C la s s i c a l  H e r i t a g e  of the  M iddle  A ges  

(New Y ork ; C o lu m b ia  U n iv e rs i ty ,  1903), p. 125.
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w r i t e r s .  J u d a ic  law , m o d if ied  by  c e r t a in  d o c t r in e s  of S to ic is m  and added  

to  by so m e  new  d o c t r in e s  f r o m  the G o sp e ls ,  s e r v e d  a s  the b a s i s  of the  

e th ic a l  s y s te m .  But f o r  a  d e s c r ip t i o n  of th e  c o s m ic  p lan ,  and  of the  

C r e a to r  and H is  r e la t io n  to m a n  and  to the  r e s t  of c r e a t io n .  P l a t o n 

i s m  (if w ith  i t  we m a y  in c lu d e  i t s  s t r a n g e  o f f sp r in g .  N eo p la to n ism ) in  i ts  

'o th e r w o r ld ly '  s t r a i n  w as  a v a i la b le  and u s e d  e x te n s iv e ly .  Of n e c e s s i t y  

th is  m e ta p h y s ic  in f lu en ced  the  e th ic a l  s y s t e m  a s  d e r iv e d ,  fo r  ex am p le ,  

by  St. P a u l  - -  and  th is  in f lu en ce  h a s  a  b e a r in g  on f e m in is t  t r a d i t io n  - -  

bu t th e  co n n ec tio n  b e tw e e n  C h r i s t i a n  an d  P la to n ic  e th ic s  is  no t n e a r ly  

so c lo s e .  It i s  in the  s u p p o r t  of a s c e t i c i s m  by  a  m e ta p h y s ic a l  s y s te m  

th a t  P l a to n i s m  h a d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  in f lu en ce .

It w il l  b e  w e l l  to k e e p  in  m in d  th a t  th e  d i s c u s s io n  of P l a to 's  

thought is  only  p r e l i m i n a r y  to  the  d i s c u s s io n  of N e o p la to n ism , the  v e 

h ic le  by w hich  th o se  of P l a t o ' s  id e a s  w h ich  s u r v iv e d  the  i n te r p r e t in g ,  

s y s te m a t iz in g  and  d o g m a tiz in g  of P h i lo ,  P lo t in u s ,  and  l a t e r  N e o p la to -  

n i s t s  w e re  know n and  h ad  t h e i r  in f lu en ce .  The s e e d s  of N e o p la to n ism  

m ig h t  be  t h e r e  in  th e  D ia lo g u e s , b u t  P la to  w o u ld  have  b e e n  a m a z e d  a t  

the  le n g th s  to  w h ich  so m e  of h is  a p p a r e n t  fo l lo w e r s  took  w hat w e re  fo r  

h im  on ly  te n ta t iv e  h y p o th e s e s .  W h a te v e r  P l a to n i s m  m a y  m e a n ,  i t  m u s t  

m e a n  so m e th in g  d i f f e r e n t ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  f r o m  P lo t in u s '  to ta l  r e je c t io n  

of the  p h y s ic a l .  T he  lo w e r  k ind  of love  f o r  P la to  is  not s im p ly  a  rung  

of the  l a d d e r  to  be  av o id ed ;  r a t h e r  it is  a  m e a n s  to  the  h ig h e r  ru n g s .

F o r  good o r  i l l ,  h o w e v e r .  P la to n i s m  f o r  the  m e n  of the  e a r ly  C hurch
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and  f o r  the  M iddle  A ges  m e a n t ,  in  the  m a in ,  N e o p la to n ism .  The d i s c u s s io n  

of P la to ,  th en ,  w il l  on ly  touch  on the  a b o v e -m e n t io n e d  s e e d s  of N e o p la to 

n i s m  a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  to the d i s c u s s io n  of th a t  e lu s iv e  and  d if f icu l t  p h i lo s o 

phy.

P l a t o ' s  r e f e r e n c e s  to  w o m en  a r e  few  and  s h o r t .  In the  R epub lic ,  

i t  is  t r u e ,  he g ives  s o m e  a t te n t io n  to  t h e i r  ro le  in  h i s  p r o je c te d  s o c ie ty  and  

g ives  th e m  m o r e  c r e d i t  than  m a n y  a  fe llow  A th en ian  w ould  h av e ;  bu t even  

th e r e  the  d i s c u s s io n  c o n su m e s  l i t t l e  t im e  o th e r  than  to d e fen d  h is  r a t h e r  

l i b e r a l  (for h is  t im e )  co n cep tio n  of th e i r  ro le .  On a  few o c c a s io n s  he  l a p s e s  

in to  a  few  a n t i f e m in is t  u t t e r a n c e s ,  and  th e s e ,  a s  P a u l  S h o re y  s a y s ,  " r e p 

r e s e n t  a  s l ig h t  'd i s h a rm o n y '  b e tw e e n  P l a t o ' s  p h i lo so p h ic  op in ions  [ th a t  

w o m en  have  a l l  the  v i r t u e s  of m e n ,  b u t in l e s s e r  d e g r e e ]  an d  h is  in s t in c ts  

of an  A th en ian  o ld  b a c h e lo r .

In the  L aw s he  sp ea k s  of the  " fe m in in e  h a b i t  of c a s t in g  a s p e r s io n s  

2
on one a n o th e r .  " A ga in  he  s p e a k s  of keep in g  o n e 's  t e m p e r ,  "no t ge tt ing

3
into  a p a s s io n ,  l ik e  a  w om an, and  n u r s in g  i l l - f e e l in g .  " In th e  s a m e

w o rk  he a lso  d i s c u s s e s  " th a t  p a r t  of the  h u m an  r a c e  w h ich  is  by  n a tu re

p ro n e  to  s e c r e c y  and  s te a l th  on acc o u n t  of th e i r  w e a k n e s s  - -  I m e a n  the

4
fe m a le  sex .  . . . "  In the  R ep u b lic  S o c ra te s  h a s  an  im a g in a r y  p ic tu re

^P au l S h o rey ,  What P la to  S a id  (C hicago: U n iv e r s i ty  of C hicago , 
1933), p. 632n.

2
The D ia logues  of P l a t o , t r a n s .  B. Jo w e t t  (3rd . ed. r e v .  ; London: 

O xford  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1892), Vol. V, p. 324. C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  D ia lo g u e s .

^Ib id . , p. 113. ^Ibid . , pp. 162-63 .
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of a  m o th e r  c o m p la in in g  of h is  f a th e r  to h e r  son  and  r e h e a r s i n g  " a l l

th e  . . . c o m p la in ts  abou t h e r  own i l l  - t r e a tm e n t  w h ich  w o m e n  a r e  so

fond of r e h e a r s in g .

A s a l r e a d y  no ted ,  in  co m m o n  w ith  m o s t  m e n  of h is  day, P la to

ta k e s  i t  a s  ev id en t  th a t  w om p n  a r e  in f e r io r  to m e n .  In th e  L aw s the

A th en ian  S t r a n g e r ,  a  s p o k e s m a n  fo r  P la to ,  s a y s  th a t

. . . the  n e g le c t  of r e g u la t io n s  abou t w o m en  m a y  no t only  b e  r e g a r d e d  
a s  a  n e g le c t  of h a l f  of the e n t i r e  m a t t e r ,  bu t in  p r o p o r t io n  a s  w o m a n 's  
n a tu r e  is i n f e r i o r  to  th a t  of m e n  in c a p a c i ty  f o r  v i r t u e ,  in  th a t  d e c r e e  
the  c o n se q u e n c e  of su c h  n e g le c t  is  m o r e  th a n  tw ic e  a s  im p o r ta n t .

P e r h a p s  i t  w il l  b e  b e s t  no t to  p r e s s  th is  r a t io  too f a r .  In th e  R ep u b lic ,

a f t e r  a  long  d i s c o u r s e ,  S o c r a te s  s a y s  th a t  " . . .  a l l  th e  p u r s u i t s  of m e n

a r e  the  p u r s u i t s  of w o m e n  a l s o ,  bu t in  a l l  of th e m  a  w o m a n  is  i n f e r i o r  to

3
a m an . " At th a t ,  th is  s e e m s  s l ig h t ly  l i b e r a l  in  v iew  of th e  o ff ic ia l  s ta tu s  

of w o m an  in  A th e n s .  S t i l l ,  in  th e  T i m a e u s , P la to  p e r p e tu a te d  f o r  l a t e r  

t im e s  a  v iew  of w o m a n 's  lo w e r  p la ce  on the s c a le  of b e in g .  A t th e  c r e a 

t io n  of the  w o r ld ,

. . . a s  h u m a n  n a tu r e  w a s  of two k in d s ,  the  s u p e r i o r  r a c e  w ould  
h e r e a f t e r  be  c a l le d  m a n  . . . .  He who l iv e d  w e l l  d u r in g  h i s  a p p o in ted  
t im e  w as to r e t u r n  an d  dw ell  in  h is  n a t iv e  s t a r ,  and  t h e r e  h e  w ould  
h a v e  a b l e s s e d  and  c o n g en ia l  e x is te n c e .  B ut i f  h e  f a i le d  in  a t t a i n 
ing th i s ,  a t the  s e c o n d  b i r t h  h e  w ould  p a s s  in to  a  w o m an . . . .

And so  on down th e  s c a le  th ro u g h  the  h ig h e r ,  th e n  the  lo w e r  an im a ls ,

e tc .

^Ib id . , Vol. I l l ,  P .  254. ^Ib id . , Vol. V, p. 163.

^Ibid . , Vol. I l l ,  p . 148. ^ Ib id . , Vol. I l l ,  p . 461.
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In su c h  a  l a r g e  body of w o rk  b y  an  "A th en ian  old b a c h e lo r "  of 

h is  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e ,  the  d e r o g a to r y  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  few  in d eed . It w as  

no t P la to  d i r e c t l y  quo ted  who w as  to a f f e c t  the  d e b a te  ab o u t  w o m en  in  l a t e r  

t i m e s .  As w e s h a l l  s e e ,  i t  w as  a s c e t i c i s m  d ra w n  f r o m  a  p a r t  of h i s  p h i lo s o 

phy b y  N e o p la to n i s t s ,  p lu s  p e r h a p s  h i s  p la c in g  w o m an  on a  lo w e r  l e v e l  of 

b e in g , w h ich  w as  to  m a k e  h im  an  in f lu en c e  on the  h i s t o r y  of the  s u b je c t .

In th e  P h a e d r u s  P la to  m a k e s  a n  a n a lo g y  of h is  v e r s io n  of a  t r i 

p a r t i t e  so u l  to a  c h a r io t  w ith  one  of th e  tw o h o r s e s  s t r iv in g  u p w a rd  t o 

w a r d  the  goa l of the  w hole  and  th e  o th e r  pu ll in g  d o w nw ard , the  w hole  

be in g  c o n t ro l le d  a s  w e ll  a s  m a y  be  by  a  c h a r i o t e e r  who r e p r e s e n t s  the  

r a t io n a l  fa c u l ty .  T he 'good ' h o r s e  w h ich  te n d s  u p w a rd  to w a rd  the  d iv in e  

is the  'h ig h e r '  e m o t io n a l  e le m e n t  of the  s p i r i t  and  h a s  i t s  s e a t  in  the  

h e a r t  (as th e  r a t io n a l  h a s  i t s  p la c e  in  th e  h e a d ) ;  th e  'b ad ' h o r s e  w h ich  

im p e d e s  th e  u p w a rd  m o v e m e n t  of th e  s p i r i t  a n d  a l t e r s  i ts  c o u r s e  (if 

a l lo w ed  to) r e p r e s e n t s  the  ' l o w e r '  e m o t io n s ,  w h ich  h av e  t h e i r  p la c e  

c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  in  the  lo w e r  p a r t  of m a n .

Love i s ,  a s  L an e  C o o p e r  p o in ts  ou t in  the  p r e f a c e  to  h i s  t r a n s l a 

t io n  of th e  P h a e d r u s , th e  ch ie f  e m o t io n  of the  s p i r i t .  The  q u e s t io n  

w h ich  is  c r u c i a l  f o r  the  s p i r i t ' s  fa te  is  w h e th e r  the  te n d e n c y  to w a rd  

the  h ig h e r  o r  lo w e r  o b je c t  of love  w i l l  p r e v a i l .  If th e  s t r e n g th  of th a t  

e le m e n t  of the  s p i r i t  w h ich  te n d s  u p w a rd  is  g r e a t  enough, and  if i t  is  

r ig h t ly  g u ided  by  th e  r a t io n a l  f a c u l ty ,  th e n  the  s p i r i t  l e a v e s  th e  e a r t h  

and  u n i te s  w ith  the  d iv in e .  If the  lo w e r  e m o t io n  p r e v a i l s ,  the  s p i r i t  

f a l t e r s  and  is  p u l le d  e a r th w a r d ;



15

. . . the  h o r s e  of ev i l  m ix tu r e  sa g s  dow nw ard ; u n le s s  h e  h a s  b e e n  
c h a s te n e d  by h is  d r i v e r ,  he d ra g s  h im  down and s in k s  h im  to  e a r th .
It is  the h o u r  of agony  and  s t e r n e s t  c o n f l ic t  fo r  the so u l.  B ut th e  
s o u ls  th a t  a r e  c a l le d  im m o r ta l ,  th e s e  w hen  th e y  a t ta in  th e  s u m m it  
p a s s  o u ts id e ,  to  s ta n d  upon the  ro o f  of h e av en ;  h e r e  s ta t io n e d ,  th ey  
a r e  c a r r i e d  ro u n d  in  the  c e l e s t i a l  re v o lu t io n ,  and  b e h o ld  w h a t  l ie s  
b e y o n d .^

T h is  p a r a b le  of th e  c h a r io t  is  im p o r t a n t  in  i ts  own r ig h t  and  a lso

e x e m p l i f ie s  the  'o th e r w o r ld ly '  s t r a i n  in  P la to n i s m  of w h ich  L o v e jo y  s p ea k s .

The o p p o s i te  te n d en c y  - -  ' t h i s - w o r l d l i n e s s '  - -  is  a lso  p r e s e n t ,  ev en  in

th e  s a m e  d ia lo g u e ,  bu t a s  L o v e jo y  s a y s ,  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  e f fe c t  h a s  b e e n

m u c h  l e s s  th an  th a t  of 'o th e r w o r ld l in e s s  ' :

. . . th a t  th is  i s  a  p e r s i s t e n t  ty p e ,  and  th a t  i t  h a s  in  one f o r m  o r  
a n o th e r ,  b een  th e  d o m in a n t  o ff ic ia l  p h i lo so p h y  of the  l a r g e r  p a r t  of 
c iv i l iz e d  m a n k in d  th ro u g h  m o s t  of i t s  h i s to r y ,  I n e e d  n o t  r e m in d  
you. The g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  of the  s u b t l e r  s p e c u la t iv e  m in d s  an d  of 
the  g r e a t  re l ig io u s  t e a c h e r s  h a v e ,  in  t h e i r  s e v e r a l  f a s h io n s  and  with 
d if fe r in g  d e g r e e s  of r i g o r  and  th o ro u g h n e s s ,  b e e n  e n g ag ed  in  w ean ing  ^ 
m a n 's  thought o r  h is  a f fe c t io n s ,  o r  bo th ,  f r o m  h is  m o th e r  N a tu r e .  . .

A lthough it is  e a s y  to o v e r s im p l i f y  th e  phenom enon , th e  te n d en c y

of P l a to n i s m  in i t s  in f lu en c e  - -  h o w e v e r  d iv id ed  and  u n d o g m a tic  i t  m a y

be  w i th in  i t s e l f  - -  h a s  b e e n  to e n fo rc e  the  r e je c t io n  of the  m a t e r i a l ,

p r e s e n t  w o r ld  f o r  a  s p i r i tu a l ,  'o th e r '  one . It is  th ro u g h  P la to ,  a s  Inge

h a s  s a id ,  th a t  the

. . . c o n cep tio n  of an  u n see n  e t e r n a l  w o r ld ,  of w hich  th e  v i s ib le  ^ 
w o r ld  is  on ly  a  p a le  copy , ga in s  a  p e r m a n e n t  foo tho ld  in  th e  W est.

P la to ,  P h a e d r u s ,  Ion, G o rg ia s ,  an d  S y m p o s iu m  w ith  P a s s a g e s  
f r o m  the  R ep u b lic  a n d  L a w s , t r a n s .  L a n e  C o o p e r  (I thaca : C o rn e l l  U n i
v e r s i t y ,  1938), p. 30.

2 3
L ove joy , p . 26. In g e ,  p . 10.
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And, he  a d d s ,  " the  c a l l ,  . . . once  h e a r d ,  h a s  n e v e r  long b e e n  fo rg o t te n  

in E u ro p e .

The c o n n ec tio n  of the  c h a r io t  ana logy  a n d  i t s  im p o r t  f o r  C h u rch  

d o c t r in e  s e e m s  c l e a r .  If the  id e a l  ten d en cy  of th e  s p i r i t  i s  u p w ard ,  aw ay  

f r o m  the  th in g s  of the  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld ,  and  if the  te n d en c y  of the  lo w e r  

em o tio n s  is  to pu ll m a n  aw ay  f r o m  h is  goal th ro u g h  a t t r a c t i o n  to  the  e a r t h ,  

th en  the  m o r e  m a n  c o n tro ls  h is  lo w e r  em o tio n s  a n d  the  m o re  he  t u r n s  h is  

a t te n t io n  f r o m  the  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld ,  the  b e t t e r  a b le  h is  so u l  w il l  be  to  r e a c h  

up to w a rd  i ts  goa l.  The m o r e  co m p le te  the  d e n ia l  of th e  lo w e r  e m o t io n s ,  

the  l e s s  ch an ce  of d i s t r a c t i o n  of the  h ig h e r  e m o tio n s  a n d  th e  r e a s o n  aw ay  

f r o m  the  s p i r i t u a l  goa l.  As w i l l  be  n o ted  l a t e r ,  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  of 

th is  to p a t t e r n s  of thought in P a u l  and A u g u s t in e  is  c lo s e .

M uch in  P l a t o ' s  thought m u s t  be  ig n o re d  in  o r d e r  fo r  a  th o ro u g h  

r e je c t io n  of the  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld  to be d ed u ced  f r o m  i t ;  an d  ig n o re  it  the  

N e o p la to n is ts  and  o th e r  e a r l y  i n t e r p r e t e r s  of i t  d id . P la to  w as  known 

un til  the  R e n a is s a n c e  p r i m a r i l y  fo r  the  T im a e u s  and  c e r t a in  s e le c te d  

p a s s a g e s  f r o m  o th e r  w o rk s  w h ich  w e re  r e p r o d u c e d  o r  a l lu d e d  to  by o th e r  

w r i t e r s .  B e c a u se  the  T im a e u s  is  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  in  s o m e  w ays  of P l a t o ' s  

w ork , an d  b e c a u s e  the  though t of P la to  u n d e rg o e s  a  r a d ic a l  change  in  the  

c o m m e n ta r ie s  of N e o p la to n is ts  l ik e  P lo t in u s ,  the  in f lu en c e  of P l a to n i s m  

in  the  f i r s t  c e n tu r ie s  of the  C h r i s t i a n  e r a  is  n o t  a s  one m ig h t  h av e  e x p ec te d

^Ibid.
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F o r  a  long t im e  P la to  m e a n t  the  T im a e u s  and  c e r t a in  c o m m e n ta r i e s  

w r i t t e n  by h is  avow ed  fo l lo w e r s .  J o w e t t  pu ts  the  c a s e  s u c c in c t ly :

Of a l l  the w r i t i n g s  of P la to  the  T im a e u s  is  th e  m o s t  o b s c u r e  and  
r e p u ls iv e  to the  m o d e rn  r e a d e r ,  and  h a s  n e v e r th e l e s s  h a d  the  g r e a t 
e s t  in f luence  o v e r  th e  a n c ie n t  and  m e d ie v a l  w o r ld .  ^

To th is  m a y  be ad d ed  the  te s t im o n y  of L ove joy :

It w as  t r a n s l a t e d  in to  the  L a t in  by  C ic e ro ,  bu t w as  know n to  the 
M iddle  A ges ch ie f ly  th ro u g h  the  f o u r th - c e n tu r y  L a t in  v e r s i o n  of 
C h a lc id iu s .  O v e r  f o r ty  a n c ie n t  o r  m e d ie v a l  c o m m e n ta r i e s  on it 
a r e  know n. It i s  th e  T im a e u s  th a t  P la to  h o ld s  in  h is  h a n d  in  R a p h a e l 's  
"Schoo l of A th e n s .

In a  w ay  i t  is  e a s i e r  to d e a l  w ith  the  T im a e u s  a s  it  w a s  u n d e rs to o d  

and  e l a b o r a te d  by  th e  N e o p la to n is ts  th an  a s  it  is  in  i t s e l f .  In i t s e l f  the 

T im a e u s  i s  v e r y  c o m p le x  an d  o b s c u r e  a t  t im e s .  It is  n a m e d  f o r  a  P y 

th a g o r e a n  and  so m e  a t  l e a s t  of the  d o c t r in e s  e x p r e s s e d  a r e  ta k e n  o v e r  

b o d ily  f r o m  P y th a g o r e a n i s m .  P e r h a p s  P y th a g o r e a n i s m  is  a n  e le m e n t  

w h ich  h a s  no t b e e n  g iven  su f f ic ie n t  a t te n t io n  in  the  e x a m in a t io n  of the 

N e o p la to n is t  w r i t in g s .  C e r ta in ly  the  T im a e u s  is  the f a v o r i t e  d ia logue  

of the  N e o p la to n is t s .

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  L ove joy  h a s  c l a r i f i e d  the  o u t l in e s  of the  T i m a e u s , 

and  w e can  do no b e t t e r  in  a  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s io n  of i t  th a n  to  r e p ro d u c e  

h is  w o r d s .  A lthough  m u c h  of th e  T im a e u s ,  he  s a y s ,  is  o b s c u r e  and  c o n 

t r o v e r s i a l  in  m e an in g ,  i t s  g r e a t e s t  in f lu en c e  on  N eo p la to n ic  though t is 

f r o m

^D ia lo g u e s , Vol. I l l ,  p. 341, 

2
L ove joy , p. 337n.
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. . . two c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  c o n cep tio n s  w h ich  the  d ia lo g u e  f i r s t  i n t r o 
d u c e s ,  so f a r  a s  w e  know, into the  g e n e r a l  s to c k  of O c c id e n ta l  p h i lo 
s o p h ic a l  id e a s .  T he  f i r s t  is  an  a n s w e r  to  the  q u e s t io n :  Why is  
t h e r e  any  W o rld  of B eco m in g , in  a d d i t io n  to the  e t e r n a l  w o r ld  of 
Id e a s ,  o r ,  in d e ed ,  to  the  one s u p r e m e  Id e a ?  The s e c o n d  i s  an  
a n s w e r  to  th e  q u e s t io n :  W hat p r in c ip le  d e te r m in e s  th e  n u m b e ^  of 
k in d s  of b e in g  th a t  m a k e  up the s e n s ib le  and  t e m p o r a l  w o r ld ?

L o v e jo y  a d d s ,

. . . P la to  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  l a t e r  G r e e k  an d  m e d ie v a l  a n d  e a r l y  m o d 
e r n  p h i lo so p h y  the  v a s t  a s s u m p t io n ,  . . th a t  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  m a y  
and  sh o u ld  b e  a s k e d ;  and  he  p ro v id e d ,  f ^ r  th o s e  a f t e r  h im  who 
a s k e d  th e m , the  long  a c c e p te d  a n s w e r .

T he  s p e a k e r  of th e  d ia logue  h a s  a  v e r y  s im p le  an d  co n f id en t  a n 

s w e r  to  the  q u e s t io n  of w hy the  "W o rld  of B e c o m in g "  w as  c r e a t e d .  The 

C r e a t o r ,  h e  s a y s ,

. . . w as  good, an d  th a t  good can  n e v e r  h av e  any  j e a l o u s y  of a n y 
th in g . And b e in g  f r e e  f r o m  je a lo u s y ,  h e  d e s i r e d  th a t  a l l  th in g s  
sh o u ld  be a s  l ik e  h i m s e l f  a s  th ey  co u ld  b e .  T h is  is  in  th e  t r u e s t  
s e n s e  the  o r ig in  of the  w o r ld ,  a s  we s h a l l  do w e l l  in  b e l ie v in g  the  
te s t im o n y  of w is e  m e n .  . . . ^

P la to  h e r e  m a k e s  th e  c r u c i a l  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a s s u m p t io n  th a t  th e  e x i s 

te n c e  of m a n y  ty p e s  of b e in g s ,  even  v e r y  i m p e r f e c t  o n es ,  is  d e s i r a b l e .  

T h e  Id e a  of the  Good s o  o v e rf lo w s  w ith  g o o d n e ss  th a t  it h a s  c r e a t e d  

b e in g s  to  w hich  i t  c an  t r a n s m i t  th is  g o o d n e ss  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  v a ry in g  

a b i l i t i e s  to p o s s e s s  it .  A s L ove joy  s a y s  so  a d m ira b ly .

T he  co n cep t  of S e lf -S u ff ic ie n t  P e r f e c t io n ,  by  a  bo ld  in v e r s io n ,  
w a s  - -  w ithou t lo s in g  any  of i ts  o r ig in a l  im p l ic a t io n s  - -  c o n v e r te d  
in to  the  co n ce p t  of a  S e l f - T r a n s c e n d in g  F e c u n d i ty .  ^

^Ib id . , p . 46 . ^ Ib id . , p . 47.

3 4
D ia lo g u e s ,  V ol. Ill ,  p. 450. L o v e jo y ,  p. 49.



19

P e r f e c t io n  and  F e c u n d i ty  - -  th e s e  two co n ce p ts  w e re  to p lay  a  

g r e a t  p a r t  in the  d eb a te  on w o m e n  and  a s c e t i c i s m .  V a r io u s  w e r e  the  

m a n i f e s t a t io n s  and  m u ta t io n s  of the  two. The N eo p la to n ic  sou l s t ru g g l in g  

u p w a rd  to  u n ite  w ith  the  unm o v in g , p e r f e c t  One (o r  a t  l e a s t  the  s p h e r e  

of i ts  n o u m e n a l  e m a n a t io n s ,  a s  we sh a l l  s e e  l a t e r )  i s  m a tc h e d  by  the  

e m a n a t io n s  dow nw ard  f r o m  th a t  One, p a r a d o x ic a l ly  unm oving  ye t the  

c au s e  of th e  f i l l in g  of the  u n iv e r s e  w ith  a l l  p o s s ib le  k in d s  of b e in g s .  The 

s a m e  k in d  of d u a li ty  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  in v a r io u s  w ay s  in  the M iddle A g e s .  

A s A r th u r  W. H offm an h a s  show n, the  G e n e ra l  P r o lo g u e  of the  C a n t e r 

b u ry  T a le s  con ta in s  dua l f o r c e s :  " n a tu re  im p e ls  and s u p e r n a tu r e  d r a w s .  

Not th e  l e a s t  im p o r ta n t  m a n i f e s t a t io n  of the  d u a l  id e a l s  of P e r f e c t io n  

and  F e c u n d i ty  is  found in  the  d eb a te  on w o m en  a n d  p r o c r e a t io n .  On the  

one h a n d ,  th e o r y  d e m an d s  v i rg in i ty  and  d e n ia l ;  on the  o th e r ,  n a tu re  

p r e s s e s  f o r  m a r r i a g e  and  r e n e w a l .  P a u l ' s  c o u n se l  to p e r fe c t io n  an d  

v i r g in i ty  is  c o u n te re d  by m a n y  w r i t e r s  b e fo re  C h a u c e r  w ith  the  b ib l ic a l  

te x t  to  go fo r th  and  m u lt ip ly .

In  th is  o p p o s it io n  of P e r f e c t io n  and  F e c u n d i ty  is  the  c o n n ec tio n  b e 

tw een  the  W ife of B a th 's  P ro lo g u e  and  the  T i m a e u s , a  co n n ec tio n  m u c h  

c l o s e r  th a n  m ig h t  h av e  b e e n  su p p o sed . T h e re  i s  on the  one h a n d  in  th e  

T im a e u s  the  concep t of th e  Idea  of the  Good as  b e in g  the  s o u rc e  of a l l  

c r e a t io n .  S ince  by  d e f in i t io n  w h a te v e r  i t  d o es  i s  good, c r e a t io n  m u s t

^ A r th u r  W. H offm an , " C h a u c e r 's  P r o lo g u e  to  P i lg r im a g e :  th e  
Two V o ic e s ,  " E L H , Vol. XXI (1954), p. 2.
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be in h e re n t ly  good. K th e r e  i s ,  th a t  i s ,  the id e a l  of im i ta t in g  the  p e r 

fe c t io n  of the  d iv ine  and  of s t r iv in g  to c o n tro l  th e  lo w e r  e m o tio n s  in 

o r d e r  to  un ite  the  sou l w ith  the  d iv ine , th e r e  is  a l s o  the  id e a l  of F e c u n 

d ity , of im i ta t in g  the  c r e a t iv i ty  of the sa m e  d iv ine  C r e a to r .

T he p ro p o s i t io n  th a t  - - a s  it w as p h r a s e d  in  the  M iddle  A ges  - -  
om ne  b o n u m  e s t  d if fu s iv u m  su i  h e r e  m a k e s  i t s  a p p e a ra n c e  a s  a n  
a x io m  of m e ta p h y s ic s .  W ith th is  r e v e r s a l  th e r e  w as  in t ro d u c e d  
in to  E u r o p e a n  p h ilo so p h y  an d  theo logy  the  co m b in a t io n  of id e a s  
th a t  fo r  c e n tu r ie s  w as  to  give r i s e  to  m a n y  of the  m o s t  c h a r a c t e r i s 
t ic  in t e r n a l  c o n f l ic ts ,  the lo g ic a l ly  and  e m o t io n a l ly  opposing  s t r a i n s , 
w h ich  m a r k  i ts  h i s to r y  - -  the  concep tion  of (at le a s t )  T w o - G o d s - in -  
One, of a  d iv ine  co m p le t io n  w hich  w as  ye t n o t  c o m p le te  in  i t s e l f ,  
s in c e  i t  could  no t be  i t s e l f  w ithout the  e x is t e n c e  of b e in g s  o th e r  
th a n  i t s e l f  and  in h e re n t ly  in c o m p le te ;  of a n  Im m u ta b i l i ty  w hich  r e 
q u i re d ,  and  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  in . Change; of an  A b so lu te  w h ich  w as  
n e v e r th e le s s  no t t r u l y  a b so lu te  b e c a u s e  i t  w as  r e l a t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  
b y  w ay  of im p l ic a t io n  and  c a u sa t io n ,  to e n t i t ie s  w hose  n a tu r e  w as  
no t i t s  n a tu r e  and  w h o se  e x is te n c e  and  p e r p e tu a l  p a s s a g e  w a s  a n t i 
th e t ic  to  i ts  im m u ta b le  s u b s i s te n c e .  1

T h a t  th e r e  i s  a  d u a l i ty  in  P l a to 's  thought is  n o w h ere  b e t t e r  e x 

e m p li f ie d  th a n  in  h is  p a r a b le  of the  cave in  B ook VII of the  R e p u b l ic , 

w ith  i t s  id e a l  of an  a s c e t i c ,  co n tem p la t iv e  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  th e  c o n c e rn s  

of m e n  s e t  a g a in s t  a n o th e r  id e a l  of an  a c t iv e ,  s o c ia l  in v o lv e m e n t .  The 

f i r s t  p a r t  of the p a r a b le  is  too fam ous  to n e ed  m o r e  th a n  a  r e m i n d e r :  

th e  p r i s o n e r s  ch a in ed  in  a  cave  and  unab le  to t u r n  to w a rd  the  f i r e ' s  

l ig h t  w h ich  is  b eh in d  th e m ,  t h e i r  m is ta k in g  the  shadow s c a s t  b y  the  

l igh t on the  w e l l  b e fo re  th e m  fo r  r e a l  o b je c t s ,  e tc .  T he  s e c o n d  p a r t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  i s  not so  o ften  a l lu d e d  to and b r in g s  fo r th  two c o n c lu s io n s :

^L ovejoy , pp. 4 9 -5 0 .
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f i r s t ,  th e  n eed  fo r  a s c e t i c i s m ,  and  s e c o n d ,  the  duty  of s o c ia l  

in v o lv e m e n t .

S o c ra te s  ex p la in s  the  p a r a b le  to  G laucon:

. . . the  p r i s o n - h o u s e  is  th e  w o r ld  of s ig h t ,  the l ig h t  of the  f i r e  
is  the  sun, and  you w i l l  n o t  m is a p p r e h e n d  m e  if you i n t e r p r e t  the 
jo u rn e y  u p w a rd s  to  b e  the  a s c e n t  of the  so u l  into the  i n te l l e c tu a l  
w o r ld  . . . .  m y  op in ion  is th a t  in  th e  w o r ld  of know ledge  the  
id e a  of good a p p e a r s  l a s t  of a l l ,  a n d  is  s e e n  on ly  w ith  an  e f fo r t ;  
an d ,  w hen s e e n ,  is  a l s o  i n f e r r e d  to  be  the  u n iv e r s a l  a u th o r  of 
a l l  th ings  b e a u t i fu l  an d  r ig h t ,  p a r e n t  of the  l ig h t  and  of the  lo r d  
of the  l igh t in  th is  v i s ib le  w o r ld ,  and  the  im m e d ia te  s o u r c e  of 
r e a s o n  and  t r u t h  in  th e  in te l le c tu a l ;  an d  th a t  th is  is  the  p o w e r  u p 
on w h ich  he  who w ould  a c t  r a t io n a l ly  e i t h e r  in  pu b lic  o r  p r iv a te  
l ife  m u s t  h ave  h is  ey e  fixed . ^

A s w e s h a l l  d i s c u s s  in  a  l a t e r  s e c t io n ,  th is  m e ta p h o r  of th e  l ig h t  an d

th e  s o u r c e  of the l ig h t  is  the  f a v o r i te  of P lo t in u s  in  h is  d e s c r ip t i o n  of

a  w o r ld  beyond  th is  one.

T h is  a s c e n t  w as  n o t  e a s y  to m a k e ;  th o s e  who m ad e  i t  h a d  to

ch an g e  c o m p le te ly  the  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e i r  s o u ls  (like the  p a r a b l e  of the

c h a r io t  in  w h ich  the  b a d  h o r s e  m u s t  b e  tu r n e d  f r o m  h is  o b je c t ) ,  and

th e y  h a d  to  l e a r n  l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e  to a d ju s t  f r o m  the w o r ld  of b e c o m in g

to  th e  w o r ld  of b e in g ,  "and  of the  b e s t  of b e in g ,  o r  in  o th e r  w o rd s ,

2
of th e  good. " The ch an g e  in v o lv es  n o t  j u s t  a  p r o c e s s  of e d u c a t io n  in  

v i r t u e ,  bu t a  change in th e  w hole  a t t i tu d e  of the  so u l  aw ay  f r o m  the  

one w o r ld  to the  o th e r .  S o c ra te s  u s e s  the  e x a m p le  of a  ro g u e  who u s e s  

h i s  s o u l 's  inna te  w is d o m  f o r  the  w ro n g  p u rp o s e .

1 2 
D ia lo g u e s , Vol. I ll ,  p. 217. I b id . , p. 218.
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B ut w ha t if t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a c i r c u m c i s io n  of su ch  n a tu r e s  in  the  
d a y s  of t h e i r  youth; a n d  th ey  h a d  b e en  s e v e r e d  f r o m  th o s e  s e n s u a l  
p l e a s u r e s ,  such  a s  e a t in g  and  d r in k in g ,  w h ich , l ik e  l e a d e n  w e ig h ts ,  
w e r e  a t ta c h e d  to th e m  a t  t h e i r  b i r t h ,  and  w h ich  d ra g  th e m  dow n 
an d  t u r n  the  v is io n  of t h e i r  so u ls  upon the  th ings  th a t  a r e  b e lo w  - -  
if ,  I s ay ,  th ey  h ad  b e e n  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  th e s e  im p e d im e n ts  a n d  tu rn e d  
in th e  o p p o s i te  d i r e c t io n ,  the  v e r y  s a m e  fa c u l ty  in  th e m  w ould  have  
s e e n  the  t r u th  a s  k e e n ly  a s  th ey  s e e  w ha t t h e i r  e y e s  a r e  tu r n e d  to 
now . ^

In no e s s e n t i a l  w ay  is th is  a t  odds w ith  P lo t in u s  and  o th e r  a d v o c a te s  of 

a s c e t i c i s m .  It i s  in  the  n e x t  s te p  th a t  P la to  lo s e s  h is  in f lu en c e  on l a t e r  

a s c e t i c  thought.

O nce th e s e  so u ls  h a v e  e m e r g e d  in to  th e  u p p e r  w o r ld  of the  t r u e

l ig h t ,  s a y s  S o c r a te s ,  no t s u r p r i s i n g l y  th e y  w is h  to  r e m a in  t h e r e .  To

d e s c e n d  a g a in  w ould be l ik e  r e tu r n in g  to  the  d a r k n e s s  of th e  c a v e .  But

th e y  m u s t  b e  m a d e  to  r e t u r n .  G laucon  p r o t e s t s  a g a in s t  th i s :

B ut i s  n o t  th is  u n ju s t  ? . . . ought w e to  give th e m  a w o r s e  l i fe ,  
w h en  th e y  m ig h t  h a v e  a  b e t t e r ? ^

And in  S o c r a t e s '  r e p ly  is  th e  e le m e n t  of s o c ia l  in v o lv e m e n t  w h ic h  P lo t in u s

r e j e c t s  (at l e a s t  p h i lo so p h ic a l ly ) :

You h av e  ag a in  fo rg o t te n ,  m y  f r i e n d ,  . . . the  in te n t io n  of the  
l e g i s l a t o r ,  who d id  n o t  a im  a t  m a k in g  any  one c l a s s  in  the  S ta te  
h a p p y  above  the r e s t ;  th e  h a p p in e s s  w a s  to  be  in  the  w ho le  S ta te ,  
and  he h e ld  the  c i t iz e n s  to g e th e r  by p e r s u a s io n  and n e c e s s i t y ,  
m a k in g  th e m  b e n e f a c to r s  of the  S ta te ,  an d  th e r e f o r e  b e n e f a c to r s  
of one a n o th e r ;  to  th is  end  he c r e a t e d  th e m ,  no t to p le a s e  t h e m 
s e l v e s ,  b u t  to be h is  in s t r u m e n t s  in  b in d in g  up the  S ta te .  ^

T h is  l a c k  of s o c ia l  in v o lv e m e n t  on the  p a r t  of the  N e o p la to n is t s ,  t h e i r

f a i lu r e  to  p ro v id e  in  t h e i r  p h ilo so p h y  fo r  th e  g r e a t  m a s s  of p e o p le  who

^Ibid. , p. 219.  ^Ibid. , p. 220.

^ Ib id . , p. 220.
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do n o t  h a v e  sp e c u la t iv e  m in d s ,  is  one of the  r e a s o n s  g iven  by h i s t o r i a n s  

fo r  the  f a i lu r e  of N e o p la to n ism  in  i t s  c o n te s t  w ith  C h r is t ia n i ty ,  E v e n  

in  th e  R ep u b l ic  s o c ia l  in v o lv e m e n t  on the  p a r t  of a s c e t i c s  s e e m s  r a t h e r  

a  c o n t ra d ic t io n .  When P la to  goes  on to s p e l l  out the  d e g re e  of in v o lv e 

m e n t  n e e d e d  - -  th ey  m u s t  b r e e d ,  e tc .  - -  the  o p p o s i t io n  s e e m s  c l e a r e r .

A t any  r a t e ,  in th e  p a r a b le  of the cav e ,  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a in  e le m e n ts  

w h ich  a r e  in  p e r f e c t  a g r e e m e n t  w ith , and  an  in f lu en ce  on, l a t e r  a s c e t i c  

though t:  th i s  w o r ld  is  one of b e co m in g ,  and  th e  a p p e a r a n c e s  in  i t  a r e  

bu t sh ad o w s  of the  o th e r  w o r ld ,  th a t  of be in g ;  th e  du ty  of the  so u l  i s  

to t u r n  f r o m  ' t h i s ' w o r ld  and  to  co n tem p la te  th e  o th e r '  one; p e r f e c t  

know ledge  of the  o th e r  w o r ld  an d  a  p e r f e c t  tu rn in g  f r o m  th is  one can  

only  co m e  a f t e r  the  r e n u n c ia t io n  of the  d e m a n d s  of th e  s e n s e s  th a t  th is  

w o r ld  be  a c c e p te d  a s  v e r y  r e a l  and  i t s  d e m a n d s  p r e s s i n g .  T h e r e  i s ,  

in  o th e r  w o r d s ,  an  o p p o s i t io n  of the  e th ic a l  and  the  m e ta p h y s ic a l  in  

P l a t o ' s  though t.

A s a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  P l a t o ' s  own re l ig io n s  in h e r i t a n c e  w a s  dua l.  

J a m e s  K. F e ib le m a n ,  in  a  p ro v o c a t iv e  book  c a l le d  R e l ig io u s  P l a t o n i s m , 

d i s t in g u is h e s  in  P l a t o ' s  w o rk  "tw o s e t s  of r e l ig io u s  id e a s ,  " w h ich  a r e  

c o n n ec te d  w ith  the  two s t r a i n s  w h ich  L ove joy  c a l l s  ' t h i s - w o r l d l i n e s s ' 

and  'o th e r w o r ld l in e s s ,  ' a n d  w h ich  F e ib le m a n  c a l l s  ' r e a l i s m '  an d  ' i d e 

a l i s m .  ' T he  f o r m e r  s t r a i n  is  c o n n ec ted  w ith  the  o ld e r  r e l ig io n  c o n c e rn e d  

w ith  O ly m p ian  and  e a r th  g o d s ,  the  l a t t e r  w ith  two r e l a t iv e ly  l a te  r e 

l ig io n s  in  G r e e c e ,  O rp h is m  and  D io n y s ian ism :
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The O rph ic  and D io n y s iac  cu l ts  a r e  m o r e  c o n s i s te n t  w ith  id e a l i s m ,  
the  n a t iv e  G re ek  r e l ig io n  m o r e  c o n s i s te n t  w ith  r e a l i s m .  ^

F e ib le m a n  adds  tha t

. . .  i t  w as one of th e s e  re l ig io u s  p h i lo s o p h ie s  - -  the  id e a l i s t i c  
v e r s io n  - -  w hich P h i lo  and  P lo t in u s  e x a g g e ra te d  an d  w hich  h a s  
co m e  to be ca l led  N e o p la to n ism . ^

F e ib le m a n  d e s c r ib e s  O rp h is m  a s  a cu lt  w h ich  " f e a tu r e d  m o n o th e is t ic  su n -

w o rs h ip ,  g e n t le n e s s ,  v e g e t a r i a n i s m ,  p a c i f i s m ,  s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  an d  the

3
i m m o r ta l i t y  of the sou l.  " With r e s e r v a t io n s  th is  cou ld  do a s  a  d e s c r i p 

t io n  of the  m a n  who did  so  m u c h  to r e w o rk  P l a t o ' s  thought - -  P lo t in u s ,  

a r c h - s p i r i t u a l i s t  and  w o r s h ip p e r  of " th e  L ig h t .  "

It w as  th ro u g h  the  T i m a e u s , an  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  d ia lo g u e ,  and  

a  few  p a s s a g e s  tak en  f r o m  o th e r  w o rk s  - -  th e  p a r a b le  of the  cave  f r o m  

the  R e p u b l ic , fo r  ex am p le  - -  th a t  P la to  w as  know n a f t e r  the  t im e  of 

P lo t in u s  and  the A le x a n d r ia n s ;  and  i t  is  fo r  th i s  r e a s o n  th a t  th e  h i s t o r i 

c a l  P la to  had  to w a it  fo r  h u n d re d s  of y e a r s  to  be r e t r i e v e d .  It i s  e a s y  

to s y m p a th iz e  w ith  J o w e t t  w hen  he  c o m p la in s ,

The in fluence  w h ich  the  T im a e u s  h a s  e x e r c i s e d  upon p o s t e r i t y  
is  due p a r t ly  to a  m is u n d e r s t a n d in g .  In th e  su p p o se d  dep th  of th is  
d ia logue  the N e o p la to n is ts  found h id d en  m e a n in g s  w ith  the  J e w is h  
and C h r is t ia n  S c r ip t u r e s ,  an d  out of th e m  th e y  e l ic i t e d  d o c t r in e s  
qu ite  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  the  s p i r i t  of P la to .  ^

T h is  g o es  too f a r ,  h o w e v e r .  If, a s  F e ib le m a n  i n s i s t s ,  " i t  on ly  ad d s  to

5
the  co n fu s io n  to  p lay  down the d is t in c t io n "  b e tw e e n  the  two p h i lo so p h ie s ,

^ J a m e s  K. F e ib le m a n ,  R e l ig io u s  P la to n i s m  (London: Geo. A llen  
U nwin, 1959), p. 16.

2 3
Ib id . Ib id . , p. 17.

4 5D ia lo g u es , Vol. Ill ,  p . 342. F e ib le m a n ,  p. 147.
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i t  a l s o  m a y  ad d  to  the  co n fu s io n  to  in s i s t  too  r ig id ly  on the  d is t in c t io n .

The O rp h ic  e le m e n t  in  P l a t o ' s  though t is p e r v a s iv e ,  a s  F e ib l e m a n  h i m 

s e l f  i n s i s t s ,  and  O rp h is m  h a s  d e f in i te  p o in ts  of c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w ith  

N e o p la to n ism . As in d ic a te d  e a r l i e r  in  th is  s e c t io n  and  show n m o r e  

fu lly  in  w o rk s  l ik e  The G r e a t  C hain  of B eing  and  F r o m  P la to n i s m  to  N eo -  

p la to n is m ,   ̂ t h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  d e f in i te ly  in  P l a t o ' s  w o rk  th e  s e e d s  of N e o 

p la to n is m .  Only la ck in g  to  b r in g  th e m  to f r u i t io n  w e re  the  e m p h a s i s  

on th e m  to the  e x c lu s io n  of o th e r  e le m e n ts  of P l a t o ' s  thought, a  d o c 

t r i n a i r e  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  the  p o r t io n s  ta k e n  o v e r ,  the  te n d en c y  to w a rd  

e x t r e m e  s y s te m a t i z a t i o n ,  a n d  a  co m p le te  d is a v o w a l  of h a l f  of m a n 's  

n a tu r e .  In o th e r  w o rd s  P l a t o ' s  w o rk  h ad  to  be a d a p te d  by  m e n  w ho w e r e  

m o r e  r ig i d  and  m o r e  m y s t i c a l  th a n  h e ,  an d  l e s s  h u m b le  in  th e  f a c e  of 

th e  c o m p le x i t ie s  of b a s i c  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p r o b le m s .  Such m e n  a p p e a r e d ,  

and  th e  g r e a t e s t  of th e m  w as  a  Copt n a m e d  P lo t in u s .

^ P h i l ip  M e r la n ,  F r o m  P la to n i s m  to N e o p la to n ism  (The H ag u e :
N ijhoff , 1953).



C H A P T E R  III

PL O TIN U S

In N e o p la to n ism  the  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  fa c t  of th e  long ing  of m a n  f o r  
so m e th in g  h ig h e r ,  is  e x a l te d  to  the  a l l - p r e d o m in a t in g  p r in c ip le  
w h ich  ex p la in s  the  w o r ld  . . . .  N e o p la to n ism  is  co n se q u e n t ly  a  
s ta g e  in  the  h i s to r y  of re l ig io n ;  nay , i t s  s ig n i f ic a n c e  in  th e  h i s t o r y  
of th e  w o r ld  l i e s  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  it  is  so .

N e o p la to n ism  took  o v e r  and  e la b o r a te d  th a t  h a l f  of P l a t o ' s  p h i l o s o 

phy w h ich  L ove joy  h a s  c a l le d  'o th e r w o r ld ly ,  ' th e n  p a s s e d  on th is  e l a b o 

r a t io n  to  the  e a r ly  C h r i s t i a n  w r i t e r s .  The c o n s e q u e n c e s  of th is  f o r  the  

d e b a te  on w o m en  w e re  f a r - r e a c h i n g .  In N e o p la to n ism  the  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  

w r i t e r s  found a th o ro u g h -g o in g  s y s te m  an d  d e fe n s e  of a s c e t i c i s m  a s  an  

id e a l ,  c o m p le te  w ith  a  co n v en ie n t  s e t  of t e r m s .  H a rn a c k  c o m m e n ts  

th a t  in  a s c e t i c i s m  ". . . N e o p la to n ism  in th e  en d  c e le b r a te d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  

t r i u m p h .  As n o ted  b e f o r e ,  a s c e t i c i s m  a s  an  id e a l  is  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  

p a r t  of th e  deb a te  on w o m en  b e c a u s e  i t  a f fe c t s  th e  o ff ic ia l  and  u n o ff ic ia l  

a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd  w om en . H e n c e fo r th ,  w hen  a s c e t i c i s m  w as  g iven

^Adolph H a rn a c k ,  H i s to r y  of D o g m a , t r a n s .  N e il  B uch an an  (7 
v o ls .  ; B o s to n :  L i t t le ,  B ro w n  & C o . ,  1902), V ol. 1, p. 342.

2
I b id . , p. 360.

26
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p h i lo s o p h ic a l  an d  th e o lo g ic a l  s u p p o r t .  N e o p la to n ism  w as a t  the  b a s i s

of the  ju s t i f ic a t io n .

In h is  h i s to r y  of the  C h u rc h ,  Schaff de f in e s  a s c e t i c i s m  a s  "a

r ig id  o u tw a rd  s e l f - d i s c ip l in e ,  b y  w h ich  th e  s p i r i t  s t r i v e s  a f t e r  fu ll

d o m a in  o v e r  the  f le sh ,  and  a  s u p e r i o r  g ra d e  of v i r tu e .  He fo llow s

Z b c k le r  in  d iv id ing  it in to  e igh t b r a n c h e s ,  n a m e ly ,

1) th e  a s c e t i c i s m  of p en a l  d i s c ip l in e  an d  s e l f - c a s t ig a t io n ;  E) of 
d o m e s t i c  l i f e ;  3) of d ie t  ( fas ting  and  a b s t in e n c e ) ;  4) o f  s ex u a l  
l i fe  (c e l ib acy ) ;  5) of d ev o tio n ; 6) of c o n tem p la tio n ;  7) of p r a c t i c a l  
l i f e ;  8) of s o c ia l  l ife  ( so li tu d e ,  p o v e r ty ,  ob ed ien ce ) .  ^

T h e s e  a r e  no t,  of c o u r s e ,  m u tu a l ly  e x c lu s iv e ,  bu t a f fe c t  e a c h  o th e r .

T he id e a l  of c e l ib a c y ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  can n o t h e lp  bu t a f fe c t  s o c ia l  l i f e ,

e tc .  C e l ib ac y ,  then , is  only th e  m o s t  obv ious  e le m e n t  of a s c e t i c i s m

w h ich  a f f e c t s  the  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t a tu s  of w om en . The change  in  a t t i tu d e

to w a rd  d o m e s t i c  and s o c ia l  l ife  b ro u g h t  abou t by  the e m e r g e n c e  of

a s c e t i c i s m  a s  a n  id e a l  a f fe c ts  q u ite  d i r e c t l y  the  s ta tu s  of w o m en .

T he  g r e a t e s t  th in k e r s  of the  A nte  -N icen e  p e r io d ,  b o th  pag an

a n d  C h r i s t i a n ,  h av e  t h e i r  p la c e s  in  th e  h i s t o r y  of a s c e t i c i s m .  T h e i r

i n t e r r e l a t i o n  is  a  m uch  d i s c u s s e d  q u es t io n ;  only t h e i r  im p o r ta n c e  is

in d is p u ta b le .  T he  f i r s t  two f ig u r e s  to  c a tc h  o u r  a t te n t io n  a r e  P a u l

an d  P h i lo ,  bo th  ro u g h ly  c o n te m p o r a r y ,  bo th  in f lu en ced  by  P la to n is m ,

and  b o th  im p o r ta n t  th in k e r s  in  t h e i r  own r ig h t .  T h en  t h e r e  is  C le m en t ,

^ P h i l ip  Schaff, A H is to r y  of th e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rch  (8 v o ls .  ; 
G ra n d  R a p id s :  E e r d m a n s ,  1952), Vol. II, p. 388.

^ I b i d . , p. 388n.
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l ik e  P h ilo  a  m a n  who d id  h is  m a jo r  w o rk  in  A le x a n d r ia ,  an d  directly- 

in f lu en ced  by  P h i lo 's  w o rk .  T hen  th e r e  is C le m e n t 's  p u p il  O rig en ,  who 

is  quite  in f lu en c ed  by  N e o p la to n ism  an d  p ro b a b ly  by  P h i lo ,  and  th e re  

is  P lo t in u s ,  who l ik e  O r ig e n  s tu d ie d  u n d e r  a  g r e a t  b u t  shadow y f ig u re ,  

A m m o n iu s  S a c c a s .

H e re  a r e  the f ig u r e s ,  a l l  in  so m e  w ay  in f lu en ced  b y  P la to n is m ,  

a l l  bu t one p a r ta k in g  of the  p h i lo so p h ic  t r a d i t io n s  an d  m o v e m e n ts  of 

A le x a n d r ia  w hile  r e s id e n t  t h e r e .  It is  t h e i r  r e la t io n  to  e a c h  o th e r  w hich  

is  in  doubt. How m u ch  d id  the  l a t e r  A le x a n d r ia n s  owe to  P h i lo ?  What 

is  P h i lo 's  r e la t io n  to  th e  M iddle P l a to n i s t s ?  W hat i s  th e  r e la t io n  of 

A m m o n iu s  S a c ca s  to  P h i lo n ia n  ph ilo so p h y , an d  w ha t e x a c t ly  d id  he 

te a c h  O r ig e n  and  P lo t in u s ?  T h e s e  a r e  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  h av e  s t im u la te d  

m u ch  d is c u s s io n ;  th ey  a r e  f o r tu n a te ly  o u ts id e  the  bounds  of th is  s tudy , 

h o w e v e r ,  w h ich  w il l  be  confined  to  the  e f fe c ts  of the  N eo p la to n ic  t r a d i 

t io n  on the  d e b a te  about w om en, s p e c i f ic a l ly  th ro u g h  the  id e a l  of a s  - 

c e t i c i s m .

B e c a u se  a  s tudy  of th is  k ind  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  l im i t  the  a t te n t io n  

g iven  to the  p h i lo so p h ic a l  b a ck g ro u n d  of c l e r i c a l  a n t i f e m in is t  w r i t in g ,  

i t  s e e m s  b e s t  to  s tudy  th is  b a ck g ro u n d  by  g iv ing  a t te n t io n  to c e r t a in  

k ey  f ig u r e s .  F o r tu n a t e ly ,  th e r e  a r e  c e r t a in  m e n  who, b e c a u s e  they  

e n c o m p a s s e d  so  m u ch  in  th e i r  w o rk  and  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  su ch  g r e a t  

and  in d isp u ta b le  in f lu en ce ,  can  s e r v e  a d m ir a b ly  f o r  th i s .  The f i r s t  

su ch  m a n  d e a l t  w ith  w as  P la to ,  the fo u n ta in h ead  of W e s te r n  thought;
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th e  s e c o n d  w as  P lo t in u s ,  e c le c t ic  s y n t h e s i z e r  and b e s to w e r  of a  f r a m e 

w o r k  of a s c e t i c i s m .  F o r  the  f i r s t  g r e a t  r e c o n c i l e r  of C h r is t ia n i ty  

and  H e l le n i s m ,  we h av e  C le m en t ,  T he  m a n  who fo llow ed  C le m en t 

m a d e  of th a t  r e c o n c i l i a t io n  a  fu l l - f le d g e d  s y s te m .

Schaff f inds  the  E g y p t ian  o r ig in s  of th e s e  m e n  s ig n if ic a n t  (O rig en  

a n d  P lo t in u s  w e r e  C o p ts ,  a l though  C le m e n t  w as  a  G r e e k  who h ad  co m e  

to A le x a n d r ia )  :

T h e r e  i s  so m e th in g  in  the  v e r y  c l im a te  of the  la n d  of the P h a r a o h s ,  
in  i t s  s t r ik in g  c o n t r a s t  b e tw ee n  th e  so l i tu d e  of th e  d e s e r t  and  the  
f e r t i l i t y  of th e  b a n k s  of the N ile ,  so  c lo s e ly  b o r d e r in g  on each  
o th e r ,  and  in  th e  s e p u lc h r a l  s a d n e s s  of the  p e o p le ,  w h ich  in d u ces  
m e n  to w ith d ra w  f r o m  the  b u s y  t u r m o i l  an d  th e  a c t iv e  d u t ie s  of 
l i f e .  ^

W h a te v e r  the  c a u s e ,  a s c e t i c i s m  is  the  v e r y  k e y s to n e  of the  s y s te m s  of 

b o th  P lo t in u s  and  O rig e n .

T he N e o p la to n is t s  a p p a r e n t ly  got the  t e r m  a s c e t i c i s m  f r o m  the

S to ic s .  ^ The S to ic s  h a d  ta k e n  o v e r  f r o m  e a r l i e r  t im e s  the  t e r m  f o r

g y m n a s t ic  e x e r c i s e  - -  a s k e s i s  :

J u s t  a s  the  t r a in in g  of the  m u s c l e s  w h ich  is  n e c e s s a r y  to p e r f e c t  
b o d i ly  d e v e lo p m e n t  is  e f fec ted  by  g iv ing  th e m  one by  one an  a r t i 
f i c i a l  an d  f o r  th e  t im e  an  e x a g g e r a te d  e x e r c i s e ,  so  the  t r a in in g  
of th e  m o r a l  p o w e rs  w as  e f fe c ted ,  n o t  by  re a d in g  r u le s  and  
c o m m it t in g  th e m  to m e m o r y ,  bu t b y  g iv ing  th e m  a  s i m i l a r ly  a r t i 
f i c ia l  an d  e x a g g e r a te d  e x e r c i s e .  A k in d  of m o r a l  g y m n a s t ic  w a s  
n e c e s s a r y .  T he  a im  of i t  w as  to  b r in g  the  p a s s io n s  u n d e r  the

^Ib id . , p .  390.

2
See E d w in  H a tch , The In f luence  of G re e k  Id ea s  an d  U sag es  

Upon the  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h , ed. A. M . F a i r b a i r n  (H ib b e r t  L e c tu r e s ,  
1888; London: W il l ia m s  & N o rg a te ,  1907), pp. 165 e t  seq .
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c o n tro l  of r e a s o n ,  and  to  b r in g  the  w i l l  in to  h a r m o n y  w ith  
the w il l  of God. ^

W ith the  S to ic s ,  th e n ,  a s c e t i c i s m  w as p r a c t i c e d  a s  a  m e a n s  of m ak in g  

the  r e a s o n  p re d o m in a n t  o v e r  the  e m o t io n s .  It w as  b u t  a  s te p  to  the  id e a l  

of a s  c o m p le te  a s  p o s s ib le  a  d e n ia l  of the  d e m a n d s  of the  body  in  N eo - 

p la to n is m .  In th e  N e o p la to n ic  d u a l i s m ,  a l l  th a t  p ro m o te d  a t t a c h m e n t  to 

m a t t e r  m i l i t a te d  a g a in s t  m in d . A s c e t i c i s m  p ro m o te d  the  a s c e n s io n  of 

the  L a d d e r  of B eing  by  the  s p i r i t ;  s u r r e n d e r  in any  w ay  to  the b o d ily  

a p p e t i te s  p u l le d  the  s p i r i t  e a r th w a r d  and  p r e v e n te d  a s c e n s io n .  The 

d o c t r in e  w as  a lw ay s  a  p o s s ib le  c o n se q u e n ce  of an  o v e r e la b o r a t io n  of 

P l a t o ' s  c h a r io t  a n a lo g y .

A lso ,  a s  n o te d  b e f o r e ,  P la to  h a d  p u t  w o m an  a  rung  lo w e r  th an  

m a n  on the L a d d e r  of B eing : to h ave  to do w ith  h e r  w as to  a t ta c h  the  

s p i r i t  m o r e  c lo s e ly  to  m a t t e r  w h ich  w as  a t  the  v e r y  b o t to m , to d e sc e n d  

r a t h e r  th a n  to  a s c e n d .  A lthough  l a t e r  C h r i s t i a n  though t m a y  h ave  

changed  the  e m p h a s i s  and  s to p p ed  s h o r t  of th is  c o n c lu s io n ,  the  c o n 

se q u e n c e  is  n e v e r t h e l e s s  p o s s ib le  bo th  in  te n d e n c ie s  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  

an d  in  te n d e n c ie s  ta k e n  o v e r  f r o m  N e o p la to n ism :

The id e a  of m o r a l  r e f o r m a t io n  h a d  f r o m  th e  f i r s t  s e i z e d  d i f f e r 
en t m e n  w ith  a  v a ry in g  te n a c i ty  of g r a s p .  T h e r e  w e r e  so m e  m e n  
who h a d  a  h ig h e r  m o r a l  id e a l  than  o t h e r s :  . . . t h e r e  w e re  so m e  

 ̂ to  w h o m  m o r a l  l i f e  w as  no t the  p e r f e c t io n  of h u m a n  c i t iz e n s h ip ,  
bu t the  s t r u g g le  of the  s p i r i t  to d i s e n ta n g le  i t s e l f  f r o m  i t s  m a t e r i a l  
e n v iro n m e n t ,  a n d  to  r i s e  b y  c o n te m p la t io n  to fe l lo w sh ip  w ith  God. 
T h e re  a r e  p r o o f s  of the e x is te n c e  in  th e  v e r y  e a r l i e s t  C h r i s t i a n

^Ibid. , p.  147.
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c o m m u n i t ie s  of th o se  who e n d e a v o u re d  to live  on a  h ig h e r  p lane  
th a n  t h e i r  fe l lo w s .  A b s t in e n c e  f r o m  m a r r i a g e  an d  f r o m  a n im a l  
food  w e r e  u rg e d  an d  p r a c t i s e d  a s  'c o u n s e ls  of p e r f e c t io n .  ' ^

N e o p la to n ism ,  then , could  be u sed  to  r e in f o r c e  a  po in t of v iew  

w hich  w as  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t .  St. P a u l ' s  'c o u n s e ls  of p e r f e c t io n '  w e re  

im p l ic i t  in  l a t e r  J e w is h  th e o lo g ic a l  t r a d i t io n  and  in  th e  G o sp e ls  p e rh a p s ,  

bu t N e o p la to n ism  fu r n is h e d  the  s y s te m  and  the t e r m s  f o r  l a t e r  c o m m e n 

t a t o r s .  A s a  m a t t e r  of fa c t ,  H. A. W olfs on co n ten d s  th a t  P h ilo  w as the

2
m o s t  im p o r ta n t  l in k  b e tw ee n  P la to  and  the  N e o p la to n is t s .  A t any  r a t e ,  

the  a d v o c a te  of a s c e t i c i s m ,  w h a te v e r  the  s o u rc e  of th e  im p u ls e ,  could 

f ind  a l l  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s u p p o r t  h e  w an ted  in  N e o p la to n ism .  That 

th e s e  a d v o c a te s  a v a i le d  th e m s e lv e s  of the  o p p o r tu n i ty  w e  s h a l l  soon  

s e e .

In d e s c r ib in g  N e o p la to n is m ,  we can  co n v en ien tly  fo llow  F e ib l e m a n 's

3
l i s t in g  of s ix  b a s i c  w ays  in  w h ich  i t  d i f f e r s  f r o m  P la to n i s m :  1) the

4
sh if t  in  e m p h a s i s  f r o m  p h ilo so p h y  to  re l ig io n ;  2) th e  u s e  of a l le g o ry  

by  the  N e o p la to n is t s  f o r  te x tu a l  in t e r p r e ta t io n ;  3) th e  change  f r o m  the 

te n ta t iv e n e s s  of P la to  to the  c e r t a in t y  of the  N e o p la to n is t s ;  4) the

^Ib id . , pp . 164-65.

2
H. A. W olfson , P h ilo  (2 v o ls .  ; C a m b r id g e ,  M a s s .  : H a rv a r d ,

1947.)

3
F e ib le m a n ,  pp. 9 7 -9 9 .

4
"T h e  N e o p la to n is ts  e i t h e r  f a i le d  to  d is t in g u is h  b e tw ee n  p h ilo sophy  

and  r e l ig io n  w h ile  a c c o rd in g  th e  e m p h a s is  to  r e l ig io n ,  a s  P lo t in u s ,  o r  
th e y  m a d e  a  c l e a r  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  ph ilo sophy  an d  r e l ig io n  and , w ith  
equa l c l a r i ty ,  su b o rd in a te d  p h i lo so p h y  to re l ig io n .  " j Ib id . , p. 97 .]
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sh if t  f r o m  the f in i te  to  the  in f in i te ;  5) the  lo s s  of any  i n t e r e s t  in n a tu re ;^

6) the  change in  the  ro le  of the  in d iv id u a l f r o m  s o c ia l  to  G o d -c e n te re d .

In s h o r t  the  te n ta t iv e ,  p h ilo so p h ic  d ia lo g u e  of P la to  b e c a m e  the  d o g m a tic ,  

re l ig io u s  m ono logue  of the  N e o p la to n is t .

The h i s t o r i c a l  connec tion  b e tw e e n  P la to  and  N e o p la to n ism  is  a  

m u ch  m o re  v e x ed  q u e s t io n  to d ay  th a n  it w as  in  the  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry .

A t th a t  t im e  i t  s e e m e d  th a t  the  p h e n o m en o n  cou ld  be e x p la in ed  s im p ly  

by po in ting  to O r ie n ta l  in f lu en c es ,  A m m o n iu s  S a c c a s ,  a n d  the p e r s o n 

a l i ty  of P lo t in u s .  M o d e rn  r e s e a r c h  h a s  in d ic a te d ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  th e r e  

w as  a  co n tin u o u s ly  deve lop ing  t r a d i t io n  f r o m  P l a to 's  d e a th  u n ti l  P lo t in u s .  

M any of the  ch an g e s  in P la to n i s m  w h ich  P lo t in u s  e m b o d ied  in  h is  E n n ead s  

w e re  not o r ig in a l  w ith  h im  bu t o r ig in a te d  a s  e a r ly  a s  th e  f i r s t  g e n e ra t io n  

of P l a to 's  s u c c e s s o r s  in  the  A cad em y . C e r ta in ly  A r i s t o t l e ' s  d e s c r i p 

t io n  of P l a to 's  b e l ie f s  does  not a lw ay s  a g r e e  w ith  the  p h i lo so p h y  e m 

b e d d ed  in  the  D ia lo g u e s .

The m o v e m e n t  c u r r e n t ly  a foo t to  deny  an  e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e re n c e  

b e tw een  P la to n i s m  and  N e o p la to n ism  s e e m s  to be a t  b e s t  q u e s t io n a b le .  

M e r l a n ' s e x p la n a t io n  of w hat he  s e e s  a s  the  b a s ic  s i m i l a r i t y  of P l a 

to n is m  and  N e o p la to n ism  s e e m s  to  s t e m  f r o m  h is  a s s u m p t io n  th a t  the  

im m e d ia te  s u c c e s s o r s  of P la to  w ould  r e p r e s e n t  h i s  p h ilo so p h y  quite  

a c c u r a te ly .  The on ly  P la to n ic  d o c t r in e  w h ich  we can  in d is p u ta b ly  con n ec t

^ " F o r  the  G r e e k s ,  n a tu re  la y  b e tw ee n  God and  m an ; fo r  N e o p la 
to n is m , God and  m a n  w e r e  d i r e c t ly  c o n n ec ted ,  w ithou t the  i n t e r m e d i a 
t ion  of n a tu r e .  " F e ib le m a n ,  p. 99.
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w ith  P la to ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  th a t  found in  the  D ia lo g u e s ■ A nd th a t  P la to n i s m  

d i f f e r s  ev en  f r o m  th e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t io n  of h is  s u c c e s s o r s .  M e r la n  ex p la in s  

th is  b y  a t t r ib u t in g  the  p h ilo so p h y  of the  D ia lo g u e s  to  th e  s p e a k e r s  and  not 

to  P la to .  T h is  w ould  s e e m  to  m a k e  P la to  p r i m a r i l y  a  h i s t o r i a n  of id e a s ,  

a t  l e a s t  in  the  D ia lo g u e s .

A lthough  w e m a y  no te  w ith  F e ib le m a n  th a t  i t  d o es  no t s e e m  to 

a c c o r d  w ith  p sy ch o lo g y  th a t  a  m a n  of P l a t o ' s  in d is p u ta b le  g if ts  f o r  s p e c u 

la t io n  w ould  sp en d  the  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of h is  l i fe  in  w r i t i n g  down d o c t r in e s  

w ith  w hich  he  h ad  s c a n t  sy m p a th y ,  s t i l l  th e  ' r e a l '  P l a to  i s  no t the  q u e s 

t io n  h e r e  - -  fo r tu n a te ly .  W hat w r i t e r s  of th e  f i r s t  few  c e n tu r ie s  of the  

C h r i s t i a n  e r a  th o ugh t P la to n ic  p h i lo so p h y  w a s  and  th e  u s e  th ey  m a d e  of 

i t  a r e  the  p o in ts  a t  i s s u e .  And fo r  th e m  P lo t in u s ,  an d  fo llow ing  h im  

P r o c l u s  an d  P o r p h y r y ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  P l a t o ' s  th o u g h t.  The how of the  

sh if t  f r o m  P la to  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in the  D ia lo g u es  to  P l a to  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  

by  P lo t in u s  is  d if f icu l t  to t r a c e .  P h i lo  i s  p a r t  of the  a n s w e r ,  b u t  only 

p a r t .  In any  e v en t ,  a f t e r  the  sh if t  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  P lo t in u s  w as  a c c e p te d  

a s  the  m e d iu m  of P l a t o ' s  d o c t r in e s .

S i s t e r  M a r y  P a t r i c i a  G a rv e y  q u o te s  A u g u s t in e 's  r e m a r k  in  the

C o n tra  A c a d e m ic o s  th a t  " the  c o u n ten an ce  of P la to  . . . shone fo r th

e s p e c ia l l y  in  the  p e r s o n  of P lo t in u s ,  a  P la to n ic  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  " an d  she

goes  on to  r e p o r t .

A c c o rd in g  to  the  B e n e d ic t in e s  of St. M a u r ,  f ive  m a n u s c r ip t s  of 
the  De b e a ta  v i t a  s u b s t i tu te  the  n a m e  of P lo t in u s  f o r  th a t  of P la to
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in  th e  s t a t e m e n t  by A u g u s t in e  to  th e  e ffec t  th a t  he  h a d  r e a d  a  
few  b o o k s  of P la to ,  ^

B e c a u se  i t  w a s  P lo t in u s  who d i r e c t l y  a f fe c te d  so m e  of the  e a r l y  C h r is t ia n

w r i t e r s ,  i t  i s  f r o m  P lo t in u s  th a t  we can  take  o u r  o u tl in e  of N e o p la to n ism ,

P o r p h y r y  b egan  h is  b r i e f  s k e tc h  of the  life  of P lo t in u s  an d  the  

a r r a n g e m e n t  of h is  w o rk  in  th i s  w ay :

P lo t in u s ,  the  p h i lo s o p h e r  o u r  c o n te m p o r a r y ,  s e e m e d  a s h a m e d  of 
b e in g  in  th e  body. So d e e p  r o o te d  w as  th is  fe e l in g  th a t  h e  cou ld  
n e v e r  b e  in d u ced  to t e l l  of h i s  a n c e s t r y ,  h is  p a r e n ta g e ,  o r  h is  
b i r t h p l a c e ,  2

T h i s ,  th e  f i r s t  we h e a r  of P lo t in u s  f r o m  a  d is c ip le ,  ta k e n  w ith  the  l a s t  

s e n te n c e  h e  is  s a id  to h av e  u t t e r e d ,  s e r v e s  a d m i r a b ly  a s  a n  i n t r o d u c 

t io n  to  th e  m a n  an d  h is  p h ilo so p h y .  A c c o rd in g  to E u s to c h iu s ,  a n o th e r  

d i s c ip le ,  th e  l a s t  w o rd s  of P lo t in u s  on h is  d ea th b ed  w e r e :  " I  a m  s t r iv in g  

to  g ive  b a c k  th e  D ivine in  m y s e l f  to th e  D iv ine  in the  A ll ,  H a t r e d  of 

th e  f l e s h  a n d  the  d e s i r e  of the  s p i r i t  to  r e u n i te  w ith  th e  d iv in e  - -  th e s e  

s ta n d  a s  th e  m o s t  obvious e l e m e n t s  in  P lo t in u s '  though t.

T h a t  though t,  w hich  F e i b l e m a n  c a l l s  ' e a r l y '  N e o p la to n is m  to  d i f 

f e r e n t i a t e  f r o m  th a t  e m e r g e n c e  in  the  h ig h  M iddle A g es  of a  N e o p la to n ized

^ S is t e r  M a r y  P a t r i c i a  G a r v e y ,  S a in t A u g u s t in e :  C h r i s t i a n  o r  
N e o - P l a t o n i s t ?  (M ilw aukee: M a r q u e t te  Univ, , 1939), p. 50,

2
P o r p h y r y ,  "On the  L ife  of P lo t in u s  and  th e  A r r a n g e m e n t  of 

H is  W ork , " in  P lo t in u s ,  T he  E n n e a d s , t r a n s ,  S tephen  M acK en n a  (2nd 
ed , r e v ,  ; L ondon : F a b e r  an d  F a b e r ,  1956), p, 1, T h is  w o r k  is c i te d  
h e r e a f t e r  a s  E n n e a d s ,

^ I b i d , , p , 2.
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A r i s to t e l i a n i s m  w h ich  he  c a l l s  ' l a t e '  N e o p la to n ism , m a y b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

a s  e x t r e m e ly  s p i r i t u a l  and  e c le c t ic ,  b a s e d  avo w ed ly  on P la to ,  an d  le s s  

open ly  on A r i s to t l e  and the  Stoa. A lthough  h e  h a s  th e  s a m e  k ind  of v iew  

of the  r e s id e n c e  of ev i l  in  m a t t e r  a s  c e r t a i n  m y s t e r y  re l ig io n s  of the 

t im e ,  P lo t in u s  e s c a p e s  the  d i th e i s m  of th o s e  s e c t s  by  a t t r ib u t in g  to e v e r y  

le v e l  of be ing  a  c e r t a in  am o u n t of good and  by  c la im in g  a  co n nec tion , by 

l e v e l s ,  w ith  the d iv ine  One, T h is  is  how h i s  d o c t r in e s  cou ld  s a v e  A u g u s 

t in e  f r o m  M a n ic h a e is m .  Only th a t  d iv ine  One is  the  o r ig in  of th a t  w hich  

e x i s t s .  By m ak in g  m a t t e r  c o - e x i s t e n t  w ith  the  One and  b y  m ak in g  it 

a n t i th e t ic a l  to th a t  w h ich  f low s f r o m  the  O ne, h o w e v e r ,  P lo t in u s  does 

n o t  e s c a p e  d i th e i s m  e n t i r e ly ,

P lo t in u s '  t h r e e - l e v e l  d iv in i ty  is  a  t r i n i t y  o n ly  if  w e a d m it ,  a s  

th e  C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n  d o e s  n o t,  an  in e q u a l i ty  b e tw e e n  th e  m e m b e r s .  

P e r h a p s ,  to av o id  confus ion , i t  is  b e t t e r  to  g ive  i t  i t s  m o r e  u su a l  n a m e ,  

a  g ra d e d  T r ia d ,

At the h e ig h t  of the  T r i a d  i s  the  O ne, w h ich  i s  p e r f e c t  Unity, 

f r e e  of a l l  th in g s  y e t  th e  u l t im a te  s o u rc e  of a l l  th in g s :

Now, if  a l l  a s p i r a t i o n  and  A ct w h a t s o e v e r  a r e  d i r e c t e d  to w a rd  the 
Good, i t  fo llow s th a t  the  E s s e n t i a l - G o o d  n e i th e r  n e e d  n o r  can  look  
o u ts id e  i t s e l f  o r  a s p i r e  to any th ing  o th e r  th a n  i t s e l f :  i t  can  bu t 
r e m a in  un m o v ed , a s  b e in g ,  in  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  of th in g s ,  the w e l l -  
s p r in g  and  f i r s t - c a u s e  of a l l  A c t:  w h a t s o e v e r  in  o th e r  e n t i t ie s  is  
of the  n a tu r e  of Good canno t be  due to  a n y  A c t  of th e  E s s e n t i a l -  
Good upon th e m ; i t  is  f o r  th e m  on the  c o n t r a r y  to  a c t  to w a rd s  th e i r  
c o u r s e  and  c a u s e .  The Good m u s t ,  th en , be  the  Good no t by  any 
A c t,  no t even  by  v i r tu e  of i ts  In te l le c t io n ,  b u t  b y  i t s  v e r y  r e s t  w i th 
in  I t s e l f ,  ^

^Ibid. , p, 65,
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Yet th e  One, we l e a r n  a f t e r  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e ra t io n ,  h a s  one in e sc a p a b le  

n e c e s s i ty :  i t  m u s t  t r a n s m i t  good to  o th e r  b e in g s .  T h is  is  the  a n s w e r  

to  the  w hy of the  w o r ld ,  an  a n s w e r  to be r e j e c t e d  by  C h r i s t i a n  th eo lo g y  

w h ich  d e n ie s  any  n e c e s s i t y  to  the  C re a t io n .  A lso  r e j e c te d ,  a s  w il l  be  

s e e n  l a t e r ,  is  the  no tio n  of only  the  m o v e m e n t  of the  lo w e r  u p w a rd  w ith  

no m o v e m e n t  of the  Good dow nw ard  a f t e r  a p p a r e n t ly  the  f i r s t  em an a t io n ,  

though th is  l a s t  poin t i s  u n c e r ta in .

In a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  i ts  n a tu r e ,  w h ich  is  so  good th a t  it  m u s t  b e g e t  

o th e r s  to  p a r t a k e  of th a t  g o o d n e ss ,  the  One h a s  b e g o t te n  th e  N ous o r  

In te l le  c tu a l  - P r i n c i p l e . Nous is  a  r e f le c t io n  of the  One. S o m e t im e s  

P lo t in u s  u s e s  the  an a lo g y  w ith  the  l ig h t :  the  One is  l ike  the  p u r e  L igh t,  

and  N ous is  l ik e  the  su n  w h ich  t r a n s m i t s  th e  l ig h t  bu t ,  b e c a u s e  of the  

lo w e r  n a tu r e  of the  body  w h ich  t r a n s m i t s  i t ,  no lo n g e r  p u r e .  T he th i r d  

m e m b e r  of the  T r i a d  is  the  U n iv e r s a l  Soul, w h ich  is  in  t u r n  th e  r e f l e c 

tio n  of the  N ous, the  m e m b e r  ju s t  above  it .  T he  U n iv e r s a l  Soul, in  

P lo t in u s '  an a lo g y  of the  l ig h t ,  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  th e  m oon  w h ich  r e f l e c t s  

the  l ig h t  of the  sun, y e t  ev en  l e s s  l ik e  th e  o r ig in a l  L igh t.

P lo t in u s  thought th a t  he  so lv e d  th e  p r o b le m  of how  m u l t ip l ic i ty  

c am e  in to  b e in g ,  the  o ld  p r o b le m  of the  One an d  th e  M any, b y  m e a n s  of 

th is  T r i a d  and  the  n a tu r e  of the  One. It w as  no t the  n a tu r e  of the  One 

to  be a lo n e  : b e c a u s e  of an  in n e r  n e c e s s i t y  to  s h a r e  i t s  g o o d n e ss ,  i t  

b eg o t  N ous, th e  In te l le  c tu a l - P r i n c ip l e ,  to  p a r ta k e  of its  g o o d n e ss .  It 

w as  f r o m  N ous d i r e c t ly  th a t  m u l t ip l ic i ty  c a m e :  i t  co n ta in s  w ith in  i t s e l f
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a l l  f o r m s  of th in g s .  T he U n iv e r s a l  Soul, b e in g  m o r e  i m p e r f e c t  y e t ,  

co n ta in s  a  g r e a t e r  m u l t ip l ic i ty  an d  g iv e s  r i s e  to the  m a n y  w h ich  a c tu a l ly  

a r e  in  th e  w o r ld .  Souls  co m e  f r o m  it  an d  co m b in e  w ith  m a t t e r  to  m a k e  

up th e  a c tu a l  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld  of m e n .  A s N o u s , o r  th e  I n t e l l e c tu a l - 

P r in c i p l e ,  is  the  h ig h e s t  (below the  One) in  P lo t in u s '  d u a l i s t i c  L a d d e r  

of B eing , so  m a t t e r  is  the  lo w e s t .

M an  i s  th e  r e s u l t  of an  u n e a s y  un ion  of body  an d  sou l - - o f  m a t t e r ,  

w h ich  is  e v i l ,  a n d  s p i r i t ,  w h ich  is  good:

A s n e c e s s a r i l y  a s  t h e r e  i s  S o m e th in g  a f t e r  th e  F i r s t ,  so  n e c e s 
s a r i l y  t h e r e  i s  a  L a s t :  th i s  L a s t  i s  M a t t e r ,  the  th in g  w h ich  h a s  
no r e s id u e  of good in i t :  h e r e  is  the  n e c e s s i t y  of E v i l .  ^

M a t t e r  b e c o m e s  m i s t r e s s  of w h a t  is  m a n i f e s t e d  th ro u g h  i t :  i t  
c o r r u p t s  an d  d e s t r o y s  the  i n c o m e r ,  i t  s u b s t i t u te s  i t s  own o p p o s i te  
c h a r a c t e r  an d  k ind , no t in  th e  s e n s e  of o p p os ing , f o r  e x a m p le ,  c o n 
c r e t e  co ld  to  c o n c r e te  w a r m th ,  b u t  by  s e t t in g  i t s  own f o r m l e s s n e s s  
a g a in s t  the  F o r m  of h e a t  . . . .  T h u s ,  in  su m , w h a t e n t e r s  in to  ^ 
M a t t e r  c e a s e s  to b e long  to  i t s e l f ,  c o m e s  to  b e long  to  M a t t e r  . . . .

S i s t e r  G a rv e y  c o m m e n ts .

The un ion  of the  s p i r i t u a l  so u l  w ith  th is  p r in c ip le  of d i s p e r s i o n  is  
the  r e s u l t  of a  fa l l .  The so u l  r e c e i v e s  no th ing  b u t  h a r m  f r o m  i t s  
un ion  w ith  the  body. It l i v e s ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  a  d r e a m  l i fe ,  w h ile  
u n i te d  w ith  th e  body, f r o m  w h ic h  i t  a w ak en s  on ly  w hen  i t  e x t r i c a t e s  
i t s e l f  f r o m  i t s  g r o s s ,  m a t e r i a l  v e s t u r e  a t  the  m o m e n t  of d e a th .
T h e re  i s  a n  e th ic a l  w a r f a r e  c o n s ta n t ly  tak in g  p la c e  b e tw e e n  so u l  
and  body , in  w h ich  th e  so u l  m u s t  do e v e ry th in g  p o s s ib le  to  e l i m i 
n a te  s e n s e  l i f e .  By the  p r a c t i c e  of a s c e t i c i s m ,  i t  m u s t  r e m o v e  
e v e ry th in g  a c q u i r e d  by  i t s  f a l l  . . . .  By union  w ith  th e  body , i t  
h a s ,  so  to sp e a k ,  lo s t  i t s e l f  a n d  i t  c a n  r e c o v e r  i t s e l f  on ly  th ro u g h  
a  c o n t in u a l  p r o c e s s  of p u r i f i c a t io n  u n t i l  e v e n tu a l ly  i t  l e a v e s  i ts  
p r i s o n ,  the  body , and  is  u n i te d  to  the  One. ^

1 2 Ib id . , p . 72. Ib id . , p. 73.

3
G a rv e y ,  pp. 4 9 -5 0 .
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T h e r e  a r e  two m o v e m e n ts :  the  m o v e m e n t  d ow nw ard  f r o m  the  

One (em anation) and th e  m o v e m e n t  u p w a rd  to w a rd  th e  One ( s t r iv in g ) .

The fa l l  of m a n  a c c o rd in g  to  P lo t in u s  is  a  f a l l  in to  m a t t e r ;  s a lv a t io n  is  

th e  e s c a p e  f r o m  m a t t e r .  T he  One is  p e r f e c t  and  i t s  a c t io n s  a r e  p e r f e c t  

( in s o fa r ,  s a y s  P lo t in u s ,  a s  It m a y  be s a id  to  a c t  a t  a l l ) ;  im p e r f e c t io n  

c o m e s  in w ith  the  a c t iv i ty  of the  lo w e r  le v e l s  - -  th e  lo w e r  the  l e v e l ,  the  

m o r e  d i lu te d  th e  g o o d n e ss .  N ous i s  l e s s  p e r f e c t  th a n  th e  One f r o m  w hich  

i t  e m a n a te s  ; the  U n iv e r s a l  Soul i s  c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  l e s s  p e r f e c t  a s  e m a 

n a tin g  no t f r o m  the One b u t  f r o m  N ous . T he  so u ls  w h ich  e m a n a te  f r o m  

th e  U n iv e r s a l  Soul a r e  m o r e  im p e r f e c t  s t i l l ,  and  b e c o m e  ev en  m o r e  

im p e r f e c t  in  t h e i r  c o n ta c t  w ith  m a t t e r  - -  th e  body . It i s  a  p o s s ib i l i ty  

and  a  du ty  fo r  e v e r y  so u l  to a s c e n d  once a g a in ,  to  m o v e  u p w a rd  th ro u g h  

th e  s ta g e s  of i ts  f o r m e r  d e s c e n t ,  f i r s t  by  a t ta c h in g  i t s e l f  to  th e  U n iv e rs a l  

Soul, th e n  u p w ard :

If . . . i t  is  the  p r e s e n c e  of so u l  th a t  b r in g s  w o r th ,  how  can  
a  m a n  s l ig h t  h i m s e l f  and  ru n  a f t e r  o th e r  th in g s  ? You h o n o u r  the  
Soul e l s e w h e r e ;  h o n o u r  th e n  y o u rs e l f .

The Soul once  s e e n  to  b e  thus  p r e c io u s ,  th u s  d iv in e ,  you  m a y  
h o ld  the fa i th  th a t  by  i t s  p o s s e s s io n  you a r e  a l r e a d y  n e a r in g  God; 
in  th e  s t r e n g th  of th is  p o w e r  m a k e  u p w a rd s  to w a rd  H im : a t  no 
g r e a t  d is ta n c e  you  m u s t  a t ta in :  t h e r e  i s  no t m u c h  b e tw ee n .  ^

Such, th en ,  i s  a  ro u g h  s k e tc h  of the  T r i a d  of P lo t in u s  a n d  of 

m a n 's  r e l a t io n  to  i t .  We m a y  no te  th a t  P lo t in u s  h a d  n o t  a c tu a l ly  so lv ed  

th e  p r o b le m  of im p e r f e c t io n  in  a  w o r ld  w h o se  u l t im a te  s o u r c e  is

^ E n n e a d s , p. 371.
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P e r f e c t io n ,  bu t had  on ly  s e p a r a t e d  the  one f r o m  the  o th e r  by two i n t e r 

m e d ia te  s t e p s .  As Love jo y  p o in ts  out, the  N e o p la to n is t  i s  s tu c k  w ith

. , . the  two c o n t r a d ic to r y  th e s e s  th a t  ' t h i s '  w o r ld  i s  an  e s s e n 
t i a l ly  ev il  th ing to  be e s c a p e d  f ro m ,  and  th a t  i ts  e x i s t e n c e ,  w ith  
p r e c i s e l y  the a t t r ib u te s  i t  h a s ,  is  a  good so  g r e a t  th a t  in  the  p r o 
d u c tio n  of it the  d iv in e s t  of a l l  a t t r i b u t e s  of d e i ty  w as  m a n ife s te d .  ^

E a r l i e r  in  h is  book he  a s s e r t s  :

T h e r e  w as no w ay  in  w h ich  th e  f l ig h t  f r o m  th e  M any to  the  One, the 
q u e s t  of a  p e r f e c t io n  de f in ed  w h o lly  in  t e r m s  of c o n t r a s t  w ith  the 
c r e a t e d  w o r ld ,  could  b e  e f fe c tu a l ly  h a r m o n iz e d  w ith  the  im i ta t io n  
of a  G oodness  th a t  d e l ig h ts  in d i v e r s i t y  a n d  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  in  the 
e m a n a t io n  of the  M any ou t of the  One. T h e  one p r o g r a m  d em an d ed  
a  w ith d ra w a l  f r o m  a l l  'a t t a c h m e n t  to  c r e a t u r e s '  an d  c u lm in a te d  in  
th e  e c s ta t i c  c o n te m p la t io n  of the  in d iv is ib le  D iv ine  e s s e n c e ;  the  
o th e r ,  if it h a d  b e e n  f o r m u la te d ,  w ould  h a v e  su m m o n e d  m e n  to 
p a r t i c ip a te ,  in  so m e  f in i te  m e a s u r e ,  in  th e  c r e a t i v e  p a s s io n  of 
God, to c o l la b o ra te  c o n s c io u s ly  in  th e  p r o c e s s e s  b y  w hich  the  d i 
v e r s i t y  of th in g s ,  the fu l ln e s s  of the  u n iv e r s e ,  i s  a c h ie v e d .  ^

N e o p la to n ism , th en ,  d id  no t r e s o lv e  the  p ro b le m ,  a s  A ugustine  

l e a r n e d ,  bu t th ro u g h  P lo t in u s  i t  d id  p ro v id e  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s y s te m  

in  w h ich  the  p ro b le m  could  be  e x p r e s s e d ;  an d  i t  s t a t e d  the  id e a l  of c o n 

te m p la t iv e  'o th e r w o r l d l i n e s s ' w h ich  long  w a s  to  in f lu en c e  C h r i s t i a n  

th in k e r s .

W ith the  'o th e r w o r ld ly '  s t r a i n  of P l a t o ' s  though t now em b o d ied  

in  a  s y s te m ,  we can  tu r n  to  the  e f fe c ts  of i t  on l a t e r  though t - -  th a t  i s ,  

to  a s c e t i c i s m .  A s c e t i c i s m  is  the  c a l l  to  f o r s a k e  the  good th ings  of 

th is  w o r ld  fo r  the  p r o m is e d ,  in f in i te ly  b e t t e r  th in g s  of the  o th e r .  R easo n

^fiovejoy, p. 96.

^Ibid. , pp. 83 -84 .
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m a y  te l l  a  m a n  th a t  th is  is  w is e ,  b u t  e m o t io n  im p e ls  h im  to  ta k e  th is

w o r ld  and  ge t w h a t good he can  f r o m  i t .  T h is ,  a g a in ,  i s  the  co n f l ic t

b e tw ee n  ' t h i s -  w o r ld l i n e s s '  and  'o t h e r w o r ld l in e s s '  of w h ich  L o v e jo y

h a s  sp o k en . A s c e t i c i s m  m ay  be th e  'o f f i c ia l '  id e a l ,  bu t the  p r a c t i c e

is  u s u a l ly  o th e r w is e .  L o v e jo y 's  c o m m e n t  m a y  be  no ted  a t  th is  po in t

f o r  l a t e r  d e v e lo p m en t:

I hav e  s a id  'o f f ic ia l  p h ilo so p h y ' b e c a u s e  no th ing , I s u p p o se ,  is  
m o r e  ev id en t  th an  th a t  m o s t  m e n ,  h o w e v e r  th e y  m a y  h a v e  p r o f e s s e d  
to a c c e p t  i t ,  and  have  even  found  in  th e  r e a so n in g s  of the  r h e to r i c  
of i t s  e x p o s i t io n  a  con g en ia l  a n d  m o v in g  s o r t  of m e ta p h y s ic a l  
p a th o s  - -  w h ich  is  p a r t ly  the  p a th o s  of the  ine ffab le  - -  h av e  n e v e r  
qu ite  b e l ie v e d  i t ,  s in ce  th ey  h a v e  n e v e r  qu ite  b e en  a b le  to  deny 
to the  th in g s  d i s c lo s e d  by  th e  s e n s e s  a  genu ine  and  im p o s in g  and 
h igh ly  im p o r ta n t  k ind  of r e a l n e s s ,  and  hav e  n e v e r  t r u l y  d e s i r e d  
f o r  th e m s e lv e s  the  end w hich  o th e r w o r ld l i n e s s  h e ld  out to  th e m . ^

T h is  d o es  no t m e an ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  the  so c ie ty  in  w h ich  the

a s c e t i c  id e a l  is  the  o ff ic ia l  one is  l i t t l e  a f fe c te d  by  it.

W h ere  so m e  f o r m  of o th e r w o r ld l i n e s s  i s  g e n e r a l ly  p r o f e s s e d ,  the  
s o c ia l ly  p r e v e la n t  s c a le  of v a lu e s  i s  l a r g e l y  sh ap ed  by  i t  an d  the  
p r in c ip a l  th e m e s  and  o b je c t iv e s  of in te l l e c tu a l  e f fo r t  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  
c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  it.  ^

T h is  is  an  im p o r ta n t  h in t .  If a s c e t i c i s m  is  n o t th e  so le  c a u s e  of a n t i 

f e m in is t  w r i t in g  - -  a n d  of c o u r s e  i t  i s  n o t  - - i t  s t i l l  h a s  a  l a r g e  p lace

am ong  the  c a u s e s .  T h e re  i s ,  a s  U tle y  s a y s ,  a  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  b a s i s

3
f o r  i t  in  ' s e x  a n t a g o n i s m ' ; bu t the  a s c e t i c  id e a l  g iv es  th e  a n t i f e m in is t  

a  w a r r a n t ,  a s  i t  w e r e .  T h is  po in t w i l l  r e c e iv e  f u l l e r  t r e a t m e n t  l a t e r ,

^Ib id . , pp. 26 -27 . ^ Ib id . , p . 27.

3
F r a n c i s  L . U tley , The C ro o k e d  Rib ( " C o n tr ib u t io n s  in  L an g u ag es  

and  L i t e r a t u r e " ;  Ohio S ta te  U n iv . ,  1944), p. 3.
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b u t i t  m ig h t  be  w e l l  to  m e n t io n  in p a s s in g  th r e e  m a j o r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

of th is  id e a l .

The f i r s t  c o n se q u e n c e  of the a s c e t i c  id e a l  in  C h r i s t i a n  w r i t in g  

w as  th a t  v i r g in i ty  w as  d e c l a r e d  to  be b e t t e r  th an  m a r r i a g e .  The S c r i p 

t u r a l  a u th o r i ty  f o r  th is  w as  d ra w n  p r i m a r i l y  f r o m  fo u r  p a s s a g e s :  M att .  

19:22; I C o r .  7 :7 sq q . ; M a tt .  22 :30 ; and  R ev . 14:4.

The s e c o n d  c o n se q u e n c e  of the  a s c e t i c  id e a l  w as  th a t  the  F a l l  

w a s  w id e ly  r e g a r d e d  a s  s e x u a l .  T h is  w as  o p p o sed  s o m e t im e s  by  the  

a s s e r t i o n  th a t  s e x  w as  th e  f i r s t  r e s u l t  of the F a l l ;  J e r o m e  ev en  w en t so  

f a r  a s  to  c o n s id e r  the  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t  the  s e x u a l  o rg a n s  w e r e  the  gift 

of S a tan  a f t e r  the  F a l l .  If th e  F a l l  w a s  c o n n ec ted  w ith  s e x ,  th e n  i t  

s e e m e d  re a s o n a b le  th a t  th o s e  who ind u lg ed  in  s e x  r e p e a te d  in  s o m e  w ay  

th e  F a l l .

The  th i r d  c o n se q u e n c e  - -  though  no t a lw ay s  c a r r i e d  so  f a r  - -  w as  

th a t  w o m an , fo llow ing  the  f i r s t  E v e ,  w as  c o n s id e r e d  a  f a v o r i t e  i n s t r u 

m e n t  of S a tan . I t  w as  th ro u g h  E v e  th a t  S a tan  w as  a b le  to  c a u s e  th e  fa l l  

of A d am ; and  i t  w a s  th ro u g h  E v e 's  d a u g h te r s  th a t  the  m a n  s t r iv in g  fo r  

p e r f e c t io n  m ig h t  f a l l .  We m a y  r e c a l l  in  th is  co n n ec t io n  J e r o m e ' s  s to r y  

of how, w hen he w a s  r e s id in g  in  the  d e s e r t ,  a  d e v il  in  th e  sh ap e  of a 

w o m a n  c a m e  in to  h is  b ed .

A s in  N e o p la to n is m ,  th en ,  th e  a s c e t i c  id e a l  in  C h r i s t i a n i ty  fed  

a n t i f e m in is m  by  a s s o c ia t i n g  w o m a n  w ith  the  lo w e r  n a tu r e  of m a n .  W h e th e r  

w o m an  w as  r e g a r d e d  w ith  th e  H e l l e n i s t s  a s  occupy ing  a  lo w e r  ru n g  on
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the  L a d d e r  of B eing  o r ,  fo llow ing  G e n e s i s ,  a s  m a d e  in  the  im a g e  of m a n ,  

she  w as  lo w e r  in  th e  s c h e m e  of th in g s .  To h a v e  to  do w ith  h e r  w a s  to 

t u r n  f r o m  the  id e a l  of r i s in g .  The s y s te m .  S c r ip t u r a l  a u th o r i ty ,  a n d  

the  s to r y  of the  F a l l  w e r e  a l l  t h e r e ,  r e a d y  to  be  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r .  The 

m en  to  m a k e  th e  s y n th e s i s  f o r  C h r i s t i a n i ty  w e r e  no t la c k in g  - -  one of 

th e m  w as  a n  a c q u a in ta n c e  and  fe llow  s tu d e n t  of P lo t in u s .



C H A P T E R  IV

ORIGEN

H is  o u tw a rd  l ife  w as  th a t  of a  C h r i s t i a n  and  o p p o sed  to  th e  law , 
bu t in  r e g a r d  to  h is  v iew s of th in g s  and  of th e  D eity , he  though t 
l ik e  the G r e e k s ,  in a s m u c h  a s  he in t ro d u c e d  th e i r  id e a s  in to  the  
m y th s  of o th e r  p e o p le s . ^

In h is  s tu d y  of O rig e n ,  R ené^C ad io u  m a k e s  the  c a s e  f o r  th a t

g r e a t  th in k e r  in  th is  way:

B e c a u se  of the  f a c t  th a t  on a n u m b e r  of o c c a s io n s  c e r t a in  op in ions 
of h is  h av e  b e e n  f o r m a l ly  c o n d em n e d ,  O r ig en  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  g iv en  
the  t i t le  of a  d o c to r  of the  C h u rc h .  Yet h is  in f lu en ce  on C h r i s t i a n  
though t i s  c o m p a ra b le  only  w ith  th a t  of St. A u gustine  o r  of St. 
T h o m as  A q u in a s . ^

H a rn a c k  m a k e s  a  c o m p a r a b le  a s s e r t i o n :

A m ong th e  th e o lo g ia n s  of a n t iq u i ty  O r ig e n  w as  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  
and  in f lu e n t ia l  a lo n g s id e  of A u g u s t in e .  ^

L ike P la to  an d  P lo t in u s ,  O r ig e n  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  d o c t r in e s  f r o m

v a r io u s  s o u r c e s  and  m ad e  h is  own s y s t e m  of th e m . L ike  th e m , he  can

^ P o rp h y ry ,  quo ted  in  H a rn a c k ,  Vol. II, p. 341.

2
R e n ^  C adiou , O r ig en :  H is  L ife  a t  A le x a n d r ia , t r a n s .  J o h n  A. 

Southw ell (St. L ou is  : B. H e r d e r ,  1944), v.

^ H a rn a ck ,  Vol. II, p. 332.
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be thought of a s  a  s y n th e s i z e r  an d  s y s t e m a t i z e r . B u t,  a l s o  l ik e  th e m ,  

he t r a n s f o r m e d  w h a t  h e  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  and m a d e  i t  h is  own. P e r h a p s  

th is  is  why a l l  t h r e e  m e n  a r e  so  d if f icu l t  to d e a l  w ith :  t h e i r  c la im  to  

o r ig in a l i ty  s e e m s  v i t ia te d  by the f a c t  th a t  m a n y  of t h e i r  d o c t r in e s  can  

be t r a c e d  to  e a r l i e r  m en ; e a c h  in  fa c t  h a s  b e e n  a c c u s e d  of be ing  m e r e l y  

a  h i s to r i a n  of id e a s .  P la to  ta k e s  o v e r  d o c t r in e s  p r i m a r i l y  f r o m  S o c r a te s  

and  the  S o p h is ts ,  and  f r o m  the  P y th a g o r e a n s ;  P lo t in u s  h a s  P la to ,  A r i s - 

totxe, P h ilo  and  th e  Stoa in  h is  in t e l l e c tu a l  b a c k g ro u n d ;  O r ig e n  a ls o  

ta k e s  f r o m  v a r io u s  s o u r c e s .  H o w e v e r ,  the  v e r y  f a c t  of b r in g in g  t o 

g e th e r  w ha t w ou ld  h av e  s e e m e d  b e f o r e  to  be i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  e le m e n ts  

and  m ak in g  of th e m  a s y s t e m  a r g u e s  the  g r e a tn e s s  and  o r ig in a l i ty  of 

eac h  m an . No one h ad  r e c o n c i le d  th e m  b e fo re .

M any f a c t o r s  - -  the  p la c e ,  the  t im e ,  h is  f a m i ly  b a ck g ro u n d ,  h is  

t e a c h e r s  - -  f a v o r e d  O rig e n .  It h a s  b e e n  s a id  th a t  in  e v e r y  in te l l e c tu a l  

re v o lu t io n  th e r e  is  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of the  r ig h t  co n d it io n s  and  the  r ig h t  

m a n ;  w h a te v e r  th e  v a lu e  of th is  a s  a  g e n e r a l iz a t io n ,  t h i r d - c e n t u r y  

A le x a n d r ia  and  O r ig e n  w e r e  a  p e r f e c t  c o m b in a t io n .  H a rn a c k  is  c o r r e c t  

w hen  he  s a y s .

L ike  a l l  e p o c h -m a k in g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  h e  w as  . . . f a v o u re d  by  
the  co n d it io n s  in  w h ich  he  l iv e d ,  though h e  h a d  to  e n d u re  v io le n t  
a t t a c k s .  B o rn  of a  C h r i s t i a n  fa m i ly  w hich  w as  fa i th fu l ly  a t ta c h e d  
to the  C h u rc h ,  he  l iv e d  a t  a  t im e  w hen  the  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t ie s  
en joyed  a lm o s t  u n in te r r u p te d  p e a c e  and w e r e  b e in g  n a tu r a l i s e d  
in  the  w o r ld ;  h e  w as  a  m e m b e r  of a  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h  w h e re  the  
r ig h t  of s c ie n t i f ic  s tu d y  w as  a l r e a d y  re c o g n is e d  and  w h e re  th is  
h ad  a t t a in e d  a  f ixed  p o s i t io n  in  an  o rg a n iz e d  s c h o o l .  ^

^ I b i d . , p . 333.
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We m a y  ad d  to  th is  the  f a c t  th a t  he  l iv ed  in  A le x a n d r ia  and  h a d  two of 

the  g r e a t e s t  t e a c h e r s  of h i s  day .

The in f lu en c e  of p la c e  is  not to  be  ta k e n  l ig h tly .  It w a s ,  f i r s t  

of a l l ,  th e  m e e t in g - p la c e  of a l l  of the g r e a t  in te l l e c tu a l  m o v e m e n ts .

H e re  w as  th e  g r e a t  P h i lo n ia n  sch o o l of J e w i s h  s c h o la r s h ip  w h e r e  the  

a t te m p t  w a s  f i r s t  m a d e  to  s y n c r e t i z e  H e l l e n i s t  and  H e b ra ic  t r a d i t i o n s .  

A le x a n d r ia  a l s o  w as  the  b a t t le g ro u n d  on w h ich  S to ic is m ,  P y th a g o r e a n i s m ,  

and  C h r i s t i a n i ty  s t r u g g le d  f o r  c o n v e r t s .  It w a s  a  p la c e  of in t e l le c tu a l  

f e r m e n t  in  w h ich  e a c h  m o v e m e n t  lo s t  m e m b e r s  to the  o th e r s .  I t w as  

j u s t  th e  p la c e  fo r  a  C h r i s t i a n  to  s ee  th a t  if  C h r i s t i a n i ty  w as  to  w in  c o n 

v e r t s  am o n g  the  e d u c a te d ,  i t  m u s t  m e e t  th e m  on t h e i r  own in te l le c tu a l  

l e v e l .  It w as  a ls o  j u s t  th e  p la c e  to  p ro v id e  th e  p h i lo so p h ic  b a c k g ro u n d  

f o r  th a t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of e v a n g e l ic a l  C h r i s t i a n i ty .

A lthough  a  m in d  l ik e  O r ig e n 's  can n o t b e  e x p la in e d  fu l ly  by  m e a n s  

of o u ts id e  in f lu e n c e s ,  c e r t a in l y  h is  two t e a c h e r s ,  C le m e n t  a n d  A m m o n iu s  

S a c c a s ,  m u s t  h av e  h a d  a  s t r o n g  e f fec t  upon h im .  As a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  

th is  in f lu en c e  is  e v id en t  in  h is  w o rk  ev en  w h en  he  is  r e j e c t i n g  r a t h e r  

th a n  a c c e p t in g  w ha t th e y  h a v e  tau g h t.  A m m o n iu s  le f t  no w r i t i n g s ,  bu t 

c e r t a i n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  in  the  thought of h i s  s tu d e n t s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  the  

two g r e a t  o n e s ,  O r ig e n  a n d  P lo t in u s ,  m a k e  it  c l e a r  th a t  h is  s y s t e m  h a d  

m a n y  of th e  b a s ic  f e a t u r e s  of N e o p la to n ism . In f a c t ,  a t  one t im e  th e s e  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  c a u s e d  h i s to r i a n s  to  a s s i g n  to  h im  the  ro le  of fo u n d e r  

of N e o p la to n ism .
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H. A. W olfson , no ting  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  N e o p la to n ism  an d

the  w o rk  of P h i lo  J u d a e u s ,  c a l l s  P h i lo  the  fo u n d e r  of th a t  ph ilo sophy .

At the  b eg in n in g  of h is  m o n u m e n ta l  s tu d y  of P h i lo ,  W olfson  s t a t e s  th a t

w ith  the  e x c e p t io n  of P h i lo n ia n  p h ilo so p h y ,

, . . none  of the  p e o p le s  w ho a f t e r  the  c o n q u e s ts  of A le x a n d e r  b eg an  
to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  G re e k  p h i lo s o p h y  c o n tr ib u te d  an y th in g  ra d ic a l ly  
new  to  i t .  ^

N e a r  the  end  of h i s  s tu d y  he  m a k e s  the  a s s e r t i o n  e v en  m o r e  c l e a r ly  and  

sw eep in g ly  :

T h is  i s  the  new  p e r io d  in  the  h i s t o r y  of p h i lo so p h y  u s h e r e d  in  
b y  P h i lo  and  u s h e r e d  out by  S p in o za .  If we s t i l l  c h o o se  to  d e s c r ib e  
th is  p e r io d  a s  m e d ia e v a l ,  f o r  a f t e r  a l l  i t  c o m e s  b e tw e e n  a  p h i lo s o 
phy w h ich  knew  n o t of S c r ip t u r e  an d  a  p h i lo so p h y  w h ich  t r i e s  to 
f r e e  i t s e l f  f r o m  S c r ip tu r e ,  th e n  i t  is  the  m e d ia e v a l  p h i lo so p h y  of 
P h i lo .  F o r  w e l l -n ig h  s e v e n te e n  c e n tu r ie s  th is  P h i lo n ic  p h i lo s o 
phy d o m in a te d  E u r o p e a n  though t.  Nothing r e a l l y  new  h ap p en ed  
in  th e  h i s t o r y  of E u r o p e a n  p h i lo so p h y  d u r in g  th a t  p e r io d .  ^

C e r ta in ly  P h i lo  i s  a  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  f ig u r e ,  b u t th e  c o n s e n s u s  of m o d e rn

r e s e a r c h e r s  s e e m s  to  be  th a t  i t  i s  qu ite  q u e s t io n ab le  to  ch o o se  any  m a n ,

o r  even  an y  p la c e  o r  t im e ,  a s  th e  fons  e t  o r ig o  of m e d ia e v a l  ph ilo sophy .

We sh o u ld  e x p e c t  a  s y n c r e t i s t i c  p h i lo so p h y  to h av e  a  c o m p le x  h i s to ry ,

and  s u c h  s e e m s  to be  the  c a s e .  H a tch  is  p ro b a b ly  n e a r e r  the  t ru th

in  ca l l in g  P h i lo  a  v a lu a b le  b r id g e  b e tw e e n  P la to  a n d  P lo t in u s .  As we

h a v e  s e e n ,  P la to  w as  chan g ed  a s  e a r l y  a s  the  f i r s t  g e n e r a t io n  of h is

fo l lo w e r s .  P h i lo  is  an  im p o r ta n t  in f lu en ce  on O r ig e n  an d  P lo t in u s ,  bu t

only  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  o th e r s .

^Wolfson,  Vol.  I, p.  3.  ^Ibid. , Vol.  II, p. 459 .
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The m o s t  obv ious  in f luence  on O r ig e n  w as  h is  g r e a t  t e a c h e r ,  

C le m e n t  of A le x a n d r ia .  In h is  beh a lf ,  Q u a s te n  s a y s :

C lem en t knew  v e r y  w e l l  tha t  the  C h u rc h  cou ld  no t av o id  c o m p e t i 
t io n  w ith  pagan  p h i lo so p h y  and l i t e r a t u r e  if sh e  w as to fu lf i l l  h e r  
du ty  to w a rd s  m a n k in d  and  live  up to h e r  t a s k  a s  a  t e a c h e r  of n a t io n s .  
H is  H e l le n i s t ic  e d u c a t io n  en ab led  h im  to  m a k e  of the  C h r i s t i a n  
fa i th  a  s y s te m  of tho u g h t with a  s c ie n t i f ic  foundation . We owe it 
above  a l l  to h im  if s c h o la r ly  th ink ing  an d  r e s e a r c h  a r e  re c o g n iz e d  
in  the  C hurch . He p ro v e d  tha t the  fa i th  and  ph ilo so p h y . G o sp e l 
and  s e c u l a r  l e a r n in g ,  a r e  not e n e m ie s  bu t be long  to g e th e r .  ^

Although he i s  an  im p o r ta n t  f ig u re  in  h is  own r ig h t ,  C le m e n t  is  

m o s t  im p o r ta n t  in the  h i s t o r y  of the e a r l y  C h u rc h  a s  one who l a id  the 

g ro u n d w o rk  fo r  O r ig e n .  In r e g a r d  to the  d if f icu l ty  of r e c o n c i l in g  the  

O ld an d  New T e s t a m e n t s ,  f o r  ex am p le .  B igg c o m m e n ts  th a t

C lem en t,  w h o se  in te l l e c t  is  p e n e t r a t in g  b u t  not s y s te m a t i c ,  did 
n o t  g r a s p  the  w ho le  ra n g e  of the  p r o b le m  b e f o r e  h im .  H e le a v e s  
f o r  O r ig e n  the  t a s k  of d ea l in g  w ith  th o s e  p a s s a g e s ,  in  w h ich , a s  
th e  G n o s t ics  a f f i r m e d ,  the  S c r ip tu r e s  a t t r i b u t e  d i r e c t  im m o r a l i t y  
to  J eh o v a h ,  and  c o n f in e s  h im s e l f  to the  p ro p o s i t io n  th a t  g o o d n ess  
i s  no t in c o n s i s te n t  w ith  s e v e r i ty ,  th a t  He who te a c h e s  m u s t  a lso  
t h r e a te n ,  and  He who s a v e s  c o r r e c t .  ^

C h r is t ia n i ty  w a s  a t  a  c r i t i c a l  po in t w h en  C le m en t b e g a n  to  te a c h  

in  A le x a n d r ia .  A lthough  the  o v e r t  p e r s e c u t io n  h a d  s u b s id e d  f o r  the 

t im e ,  i t  w as  in  d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t io n  w ith  th e  m y s t e r y  c u lts  and  w ith  the 

H e l le n i s t s  fo r  c o n v e r t s .  C lem en t h im s e l f  w a s  a  c o n v e r t  f r o m  H e l le n i s m  

and  w a s  a w a re  th a t  th is  w as  appea ling  to  th e  e d u c a te d  p eo p le .  M any 

C h r i s t i a n s  on the  o th e r  h an d  w e re  r e a c t in g  to  th e  th r e a t  p o s e d  by

^Johannes  Q u a s te n ,  P a t ro lo g y  (2 v o ls .  ; U t re c h t  & A n tw erp :  
S p e c t ru m , 1953), Vol. II, pp. 6 -7 .

2 C h a r le s  B igg , T he  C h r is t ia n  P l a to n i s t s  of A le x a n d r ia  (2nd ed. ; 
O xford , 1913), p. 84.
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H e l le n i s m  by  condem ning  the  l e a r n in g  of the  G r e e k s .  T e r tu l l i a n  h a d  

ju s t  sp o k en  out a g a in s t  the  u n c e a s in g  p h i lo so p h ic  q u e s t  fo r  t r u t h .   ̂ C lem en t 

saw , an d  O r ig e n  m o r e  c l e a r ly ,  th a t  if C h r i s t i a n i ty  w as  to  h a v e  c o n v e r ts  

am o n g  the  e d u c a te d ,  i t  m u s t  ta k e  the  e a r l i e r  l e a r n in g  f o r  i t s  own u se .  

R e a so n  he  s a id ,  w as  g iv e n ^ o  m a n  to  u se  in  s e e k in g  p e r f e c t io n ,  to  a l l  

m en :

And sh o u ld  one s a y  th a t  it w as  th ro u g h  h u m a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t  
p h i lo so p h y  w as  d i s c o v e r e d  by  the  G r e e k s ,  s t i l l  I f ind  th e  S c r ip t u r e s  
s a y in g  th a t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  i s  s e n t  by  God. ^

C le m e n t 's  w o rk  m a d e  l e g i t im a te  the  u se  of H e l le n i s t i c  p h ilo so p h y  

s e r v i c e  of C h r is t ia n i ty ;  he  sp o k e  of t r u t h  a s  a  r i v e r  into w h ic h  m a n y  

s t r e a m s  ru n ;  he  a ls o  u s e d  th e  fa m o u s  a n a lo g y  of t r u th  a s  a  b o d y  w hose  

m e m b e r s  a r e  p o s s e s s e d  by  v a r io u s  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p le ,  e ac h  of w h o m  a s s u m e s  

th a t  th e  m e m b e r  w hich  he  p o s s e s s e s  i s  th e  w ho le  body. B u ild in g  on th is  

w o rk  of ju s t i f i c a t io n ,  O r ig e n  u s e d  G r e e k  p h i lo so p h y  in  m a k in g  th e  f i r s t  

g r e a t  C h r i s t i a n  th e o lo g ic a l  s y s te m .

A s D an ie lo u  h a s  p o in te d  ou t, t h e r e  w as  a  d r iv in g  u r g e n c y  in  O rig en

w hich  m a d e  th is  so .

U nlike  J u s t i n  o r  C le m e n t ,  he  w as  n o t a p h i lo s o p h e r  w ho h a d  b e e n  
c o n v e r t e d  to  C h r i s t i a n i ty  a n d  k ep t  h is  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  ou tlook . He 
w as  a n  a p o s t l e ,  a  m i s s i o n a r y ,  who saw  th a t  if h e  w as  to  expound  
C h r i s t i a n i ty  to  the  le ad in g  m in d s  of h is  d ay ,  he  m u s t  know  the  
p h i lo so p h y  by  w h ich  th e y  l iv e d ,  f o r  on ly  so  w ould  h e  b e  in  a  p o s i t io n

^See C adiou , p. 24f.

2
C le m e n t  of A le x a n d r ia ,  " S t r o m a te i s ,  " A n te -N ic e n e  C h r i s t i a n  

L i b r a r y , ed . A le x a n d e r  R o b e r t s  and  J a m e s  D on a ld so n  (24 v o l s .  ; E d in b u rg h :  
T . T . C la rk ,  1869), Vol. XII, p. 324. T h is  c o l le c t io n  i s  c i t e d  h e r e 
a f t e r  a s  A n te -N ic e n e  L i b r a r y .
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to  a n s w e r  t h e i r  d i f f ic u l t ie s  and  s t r e s s  th e  f a c to r s  in  C h r i s t i a n i ty  
l ik e ly  to  a p p e a l  to th e m  m o s t .  ^

H is  f a th e r  d ied  a  m a r t y r  in  the  p e r s e c u t io n  of S e p t im iu s  S e v e ru s  (A. D. 

202), and , a t  e ig h teen , O r ig e n  w as pu t in  c h a r g e  of the  s ch o o l  f o r  c a t e 

c h u m en s  of w h ich  C le m e n t  h a d  b e e n  the  m a s t e r  b e fo re  h is  f l ig h t  f r o m  

A le x a n d r ia  a t  th e  h e ig h t  of th e  p e r s e c u t io n .  I t w a s  a t  ab o u t th is  t im e  

a ls o  th a t  O r ig e n  e m a s c u la t e d  h im s e l f ,  ta k in g ,  a s  Q u as ten  s a y s ,  " in  too 

l i t e r a l  s e n s e ,  the  p a s s a g e  f r o m  M atthew  19, 12:

F o r  t h e r e  a r e  e u n u c h s ,  who w e r e  b o r n  so  f r o m  t h e i r  m o t h e r ' s  w om b: 
and  th e r e  a r e  e u n u ch s ,  who w e r e  m a d e  so  by  m e n :  and  t h e r e  a r e  
e u n u ch s ,  who have  m a d e  th e m s e lv e s  eu n u ch s  f o r  the  k in g d o m  of 
h e a v e n .  He th a t  c an  ta k e ,  l e t  h im  ta k e  i t .

T h is  a c t  a lo n e  cou ld  m a k e  h im  s e r v e  a s  a  s y m b o l ic  f ig u re  in  the  h i s t o r y

of a s c e t i c i s m ;  h is  sy s te m  i n s u r e s  h im  a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  p la c e .

3
Q u a s te n  c a l l s  O r ig e n  "one  of the  g r e a t  m y s t i c s  of the  C h u rc h ,  " 

and  c e r t a in l y  he h a s  m u ch  in  c o m m o n  w ith  th a t  o th e r  A le x a n d r ia n  m y s t i c  

P lo t in u s .  Both  c o n s t r u c t  a  th o ro u g h -g o in g ,  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s y s t e m  f e a t u r 

ing s t r o n g  a s c e t i c  t e n d e n c ie s .  T he  N ous of one h a s  m u ch  in  c o m m o n  

w ith  the  L ogos  of the  o th e r :  B oth  Nous (the I n t e l l e c tu a l - P r in c ip le )  and  

the  L o g o s  (C h r is t )  a r e  c ap a b le  of a p p r e h e n s io n  a s  the  One an d  G od a r e  

no t; bo th  a r e  s u p r e m e  o b je c t s  of union; b o th  m e n  p o s i t  the  n e c e s s i t y  of

^ J e a n  D a n i / lo u ,  O r ig e n , t r a n s .  W a l te r  M itc h e l l  (New Y ork : Sheed  
& W ard , 1955), p. 73.

2
Q u a s te n ,  Vol. II, p. 38.

^Ibid. , p . 94.
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a s c e t i c i s m  and r i s in g  b y  le v e l s  in  o r d e r  to  e ffec t  th is  union . A  b r i e f  

o u tl in e  of O r ig e n 's  s y s t e m  w il l  s e r v e  to  in d ic a te  the  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e 

tw e en  th e  two g r e a t  s y s te m s  and  a ls o  O r ig e n 's  deb t to  the  P la to n ic  t r a d i 

t io n ,  In f a c t  Q u a s ten  a s s e r t s  th a t  the  " m a in  d e fe c t"  of O r ig e n 's  thought 

i s  " th e  p re d o m in a n t  in f lu en ce  of P la to n ic  p h ilo so p h y .

O rig e n ,  l ik e  P lo t in u s  id e n t i f ie d  God as  P e r f e c t io n ,  and , a l s o  l ik e  

P lo t in u s ,  he  p ic tu r e s  th e  r i s in g  of the  s o u l  a s  a  p a r ta k in g  of th a t  p e r 

f e c t io n  a s  n e a r ly  a s  p o s s ib le :  the  go a l,  h e  s a y s  i s  ' to  b e c o m e  a s  like

2 3
to  God a s  p o s s ib le .  ' Q u a s te n ,  on the  b a s i s  of th e  De P r i n c i p i i s ,

o u t l in e s  O r ig e n 's  s y s t e m  a s  a  f iv e - s t a g e  p r o c e s s  by  w hich  the  sou l

e f fe c ts  a  union w ith  the  L o g o s .  F i r s t ,  a  m a n  m u s t  a c q u i r e  se lf -k n o w le d g e :

F o r  u n le s s  the  so u l  a c q u i r e s  s e l f -k n o w le d g e  in  the w ay  we have  
d e ta i l e d  above , and  c a r e f u l ly  p r a c t i s e s  i t s e l f  in  the  w o rd  of God 
an d  the  d iv ine  law , i t s  fa te  w il l  be  to  g a th e r  on th e s e  p o in ts  the 
v ie w s  of the  v a r io u s  t e a c h e r s ,  an d  to  fo llow  a f t e r  m e n  w h o se  w o rd s  
h a v e  no e x c e l le n c e ,  no p ro m p t in g  of th e  Holy S p i r i t  , . . I t  is  as  
if  H e CGo<5 s p e a k s  to  th e  so u l  a l r e a d y  w ith in , a l r e a d y  in  i t s  p la ce  
a m o n g  the  m y s t e r i e s .  Yet b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c a r e l e s s  a b o u t  s e l f -  
kn o w led g e , abou t in q u ir in g  w ha t i t  i s ,  w ha t i t  sh ou ld  do and  how, 
a n d  w ha t to  le a v e  undone , to  th is  so u l  i t  is  s a id .  Go th y  w ay  fo r th ,  
l ik e  one s e n t  f o r th  by  the  m a s t e r  f o r  th is  fa u lt  of s lo th .  So g r e a t  
a  d a n g e r  is  it f o r  the  so u l  to n e g le c t  th e  know ledge and  u n d e r 
s ta n d in g  of i t s e l f .  ^

The s ec o n d  s ta g e ,  the  r e s u l t  of th i s  s e l f -k n o w le d g e  and  so u l-  

s e a r c h in g  "w il l  be  to  r e c o g n iz e  th a t  w e h a v e  to  ta k e  up a r m s  a g a in s t  

s in ;  w h ic h  p re v e n ts  us  f r o m  re a c h in g  p e r f e c t io n .  T h is  p r e s u p p o s e s  the

1 2 Q u asten ,  Vol. II, p. 61. I b id . , p. 94.

^Ib id . , pp. 9 4 - 9 9 .  ^Ib id . , pp. 9 5 -9 6 .
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b a t t le  a g a in s t  the p a s s io n s  . , . and  the w o r ld  a s  the c a u s e s  of s in .

As w ith  P lo t in u s ,  the  g o a l  of the s t ru g g le  w ith  the  p a s s io n s  is  c o m p le te  

f r e e d o m  f r o m  th e m . " T h is  le ad s  to a  re n u n c ia t io n  of m a r r i a g e ,  no t 

th a t  O r ig e n  r e j e c te d  i t ,  b u t  only th a t  he r e c o m m e n d s  the  c e l ib a te  l ife  

and  th e  vow of c h a s t i ty  fo r  the t ru e  im i t a to r  of C h r i s t :  'And if  w e o f fe r  

to H im  c h a s t i ty ,  th a t  i s  o u r  b o d y 's  c h a s t i ty ,  we re c e iv e  f r o m  H im  c h a s 

t i ty  of the  s p i r i t .  ' . . . O r ig e n  p r a i s e s  C h r i s t  a s  the one who b ro u g h t

v i r g in i ty  in to  the w o r ld ;  h e  s e e s  in  i t  the  m o d e l  of p e r fe c t io n ,  w hich

2
c o n s i s t s  in  c a s t i t a s  et p u d ic i t ia  e t  v i r g in i t a s  . . . . "

The th i r d  s ta g e  h e a r k e n s  b a ck  to  th e  S to ic s ;  i t  i s  th e  e x e r c i s e

and  p r a c t i c e  of a s c e t i c i s m .  "Such c o m p le te  d e ta c h m e n t  f r o m  the  w o r ld

3
can  b e  a c q u i r e d  on ly  b y  th e  l ife long  p r a c t i c e  of a s c e t i c i s m .  " The 

body  h a s  a  s t ro n g  h o ld  w hich  is  to  be b r o k e n  by  f r e q u e n t  v ig i l s ,  f a s t 

in g ,  long  and  co n tin u a l s tu d y , and the  e x e r c i s e  of h u m il i ty .  Q u a s te n

4
c o m m e n ts  th a t  "O rigen  a p p e a r s  h e r e  a s  a  f o r e r u n n e r  of m o n a s t i c i s m .  " 

T h e se  th r e e  s ta g e s  a r e  p r e l i m i n a r y  to  the  m y s t ic a l  a s c e n t .  The  

r e a l i z a t io n  m u s t  co m e  th a t  m a n 's  life  on e a r t h  i s  only  t e m p o r a r y ;  the  

m a n  m u s t  f igh t a g a in s t  s in  and  te m p ta t io n ,  an d  e x e r c i s e  h im s e l f  in  

v i r t u e  an d  c o n tem p t f o r  the  w o rld .  T h e s e  a r e  " in w a rd  s u f fe r in g s  of 

the  s o u l ,  w h ich  a c c o m p a n y  each  s te p  h ig h e r .  O rig en  f o r  th is  r e a s o n

^Ib id . , p. 96 ^ Ib id .

^Ibid. , p. 97. '^Ibid.
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r e f e r s  on m a n y  o c c a s io n s  to the  n e c e s s i t y  of su ch  te m p ta t io n s .  T h e r e

a r e  m a n y  co n fl ic ts  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th is  a s c e n t .  "H o w ev e r ,  the  m o r e  th e

c o n f l ic ts  an d  b a t t l e s  m u l t ip ly ,  the  m o re  c o n so la t io n s  a r e  g ra n te d  to  the  

.2sou l.  "

The f in a l  s te p  is  w h a t  Q u a s ten  t e r m s  " th e  m y s t i c a l  union  of the

3
sou l w ith  th e  L ogos . " T h is  is  no t an  a n n ih i la t io n  of the  s e l f  a s  w ith  

so m e  m y s t e r y  re l ig io n s  an d  a s  even  P lo t in u s  s e e m s  to  im ply . The r e l a 

t io n  b e tw e e n  the  so u l  and  the  L o g o s ,  he  s a y s ,  is  l ik e  a  m y s t ic a l  m a r r i a g e ,  

a s  he  e x p la in s  in  h is  c o m m e n ta r y  on the  Song of Songs.

It is  p o s s ib le  to o v e r e m p h a s iz e  the  s i m i l a r i t i e s  of the s y s t e m s  

of O r ig e n  and  P lo t in u s ,  an d  of the  in f lu en ce  of N e o p la to n ism  on the 

f o r m e r .  T h e r e  is  the  fu n d a m e n ta l  d i f f e r e n c e  of the  in d if fe re n c e  of 

P lo t in u s '  One to  a l l  m a t t e r s  be lo w  it ,  in  c o n t r a s t  to  the  g ra c e  of O r ig e n 's  

God. H u m a n  e f fo r t  a lone  w a s  ta k en  into a c c o u n t  by  P lo t in u s  in  d i s c u s s in g  

the  s t r i v in g  of the so u l  to w a r d  p e r fe c t io n ;  O r ig e n ,  on the  o th e r  h an d , 

a ck n o w led g ed  the  n e e d  of the  so u l  fo r  G o d 's  g r a c e  a s  w e ll  a s  i t s  own 

e f fo r t s .  T h is  is  the  im p o r t  of A u g u s t in e 's  r e m a r k  in  th e  C o n fe ss io n s  

th a t  h e  h a d  n o t  found in  th e  N e o p la to n is ts  th a t  th e  W ord  w as  m a d e  f le s h .  

Such a  c o n ce p t  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  in c o m p re h e n s ib le  to th e  N e o p la to n is t  

fo r  m a n y  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  th e re  is  the  in d i f f e r e n c e  a l lu d e d  to;

1 2 
Ib id . Ib id . , p . 98.

^Ibid .
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sec o n d ,  t h e r e  is no d o c t r in e  of s in  in  P lo t in u s :  the  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld  is 

a l l  e v i l  an d  the  s p i r i t  m u s t  h e lp  i t s e l f  to e s c a p e  f r o m  it:  th a t  d iv in i ty  

sh o u ld  h a v e  any th in g  to  do w ith  m a t t e r  w as  un th in k ab le .  N e o p la to n ism  

w as  in  s h o r t  a  r e l ig io n  w ithou t a  fo u n d e r ,  and , a s  A u g u s t in e  saw , one 

w h ich  co u ld  s p e a k  only  to s p e c u la t iv e  m in d s .

T h e r e  w e r e  enough e le m e n ts  of N e o p la to n ism  in O r ig e n 's  thought, 

h o w e v e r ,  to  m a k e  i t  a  s t ro n g  in f lu en ce  an d  to  h e lp  m a k e  h i s  though t 

s u s p e c t e d  and , in  p a r t ,  c o n d em n ed  by  fu tu re  C h u rch  w r i t e r s  and  o f f i 

c i a l s .  A s n o te d  e a r l i e r ,  though, h is  in f lu en c e  w as  n e v e r th e l e s s  g r e a t  

on l a t e r  C h u rc h  thought. H is  s y s t e m  of a s c e t i c i s m  had  i t s  in f lu en c e ,  

an d , in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th a t  s y s te m ,  so  d id  h i s  a l l e g o r i c a l  re a d in g  of 

the  B ib le .

A s  a u th o r i ty  f o r  h is  own d o c t r i n e s ,  P lo t in u s  w as  h a n d ic a p p e d  

in  h a v in g  on ly  a  few  w r i t in g s  of P la to .  By m e a n s  of re a d in g  the  te x t  

on t h r e e  l e v e l s ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  m o r a l ,  a n d  m y s t i c a l ,  O r ig e n  h ad  the  fu ll  

w e ig h t  of the  B ib le  a t  h is  d is p o s a l .  Q u a s te n 's  c o m m e n ts  a r e  a g a in  

p e r t in e n t :

The B ib le  to O r ig e n  i s  n o t only  a  d o g m a tic  o r  m o r a l  t r e a t i s e  
bu t s o m e th in g  f a r  m o r e  l iv in g ,  f a r  m o r e  e le v a te d ,  the  r e f l e c 
tio n  of the  in v is ib le  w o r ld .  H is  f i r s t  p r in c ip le  is  th a t  the  B ib le  
is  th e  W ord  of God, not a  d ead  w o rd  im p r i s o n e d  in  th e  p a s t ,  
bu t a  l iv in g  w o rd  a d d r e s s e d  im m e d ia te ly  to  th e  m a n  of to d ay .
H is  s e c o n d  p r in c ip le  is  th a t  the  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  i s  i l lu m in a te d  
b y  the  N ew, ju s t  a s  the  N ew  on ly  d i s c l o s e s  i t s  p ro fu n d i ty  once  
i t  i s  i l lu m in a te d  b y  the  Old. The bond  b e tw ee n  the two i s  d e 
t e r m i n e d  by  a l le g o ry .  ^

^Ibid. , V ol. II, p. 92,
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A s w ith  so  m u c h  in  the  in te l le c tu a l  a c t i v i t y  of the  t im e  (o r  s in c e ) ,

th is  a l l e g o r i c a l  e x e g e s i s  h a d  an  u l t im a te ly  G re e k  o r ig in .  A lm o s t  two

h u n d re d  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  in A le x a n d r ia ,  P h i lo  h a d  u s e d  th is  m e th o d  on  the

P e n ta te u c h .  It s t i l l  p la y e d  a  p ro m in e n t  p a r t  in  th e  P h i lo n ia n  sch o o l  in

O r ig e n 's  t im e ,  an d  h e  m u s t  h av e  b e en  in f lu e n c e d  by  th is ;  bu t t h e r e  w as

a l s o  w a r r a n t  f o r  it  in  G r e e k  h i s to r y .  As H a tch  h a s  shown,  ̂ the  G re e k s

h ad  w h a t s e r v e d  a s  a  s c r i p t u r e  on w hich th e y  p r a c t i s e d  e x e g e s i s :

T he  c o m b in a t io n  of . . . t h r e e  f e e l in g s ,  th e  m y s t e r y  of w r i t in g ,  
the  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  a n t iq u i ty ,  the  b e l ie f  in  in s p i r a t io n ,  ten d ed  to  
g ive  the  w r i t in g s  of th e  a n c ie n t  p oe ts  a  u n ique  v a lu e  . . . .  The 
v e r s e s  of H o m e r  w e r e  n o t  s im p ly  the  u t t e r a n c e s  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  
p e r s o n  w ith  a  p a r t i c u l a r  m ean in g  fo r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e .  T h e y  h ad  
a  u n iv e r s a l  v a l id i ty .  T h e y  w e re  the  v o ic e  of undying w isd o m .
T h e y  w e r e  the  B ib le  of the  G re e k  r a c e s .  ^

H a tch  n o te s  :

The m e th o d  h a d  f o r  m a n y  c e n tu r ie s  an  e n o rm o u s  ho ld  upon the 
G r e e k  m ind ; i t  l a y  b e n e a th  the  w hole  th e o lo g y  of the  S to ic  s c h o o ls  ; 
i t  w a s  l a r g e ly  c u r r e n t  a m o n g  the s c h o la r s  a n d  c r i t i c s  of the  e a r ly  
e m p i r e .  ^

S p e c if ic a l ly  in  r e g a r d  to  P h i l o 's  e x e g e s is .  H a tch  po in ts  out:

In a l l  th i s ,  P h i lo  w a s  fo llow ing  no t a  H e b re w  b u t  a  G re e k  m e th o d .
He e x p r e s s l y  s p e a k s  of it  a s  the  m e th o d  of th e  G re e k  m y s t e r i e s . ^

The m e th o d  h a d  th e n  a  w id e r  c u r r e n c y  th a n  ju s t  in  the  A le x a n d r ia n  

sch o o l  of J e w is h  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  and  th is  is  p e r h a p s  w hy it w as  so  re a d i ly  

a c c e p te d  by  so  m a n y  w hen  O r ig e n  u sed  i t  a s  a  m e th o d  of expounding  C h r i s 

t ia n  d o c t r in e .  C ad iou  s a y s  t r u l y  of O r ig en ,

1 2 H atch , p. 50 e t  s e q . I b id . , pp. 51-52 .

^Ib id . , p. 61 . ^Ib id . , p . 69 .
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He b a s e d  h is  e n t i r e  d o c t r in e  on h is  c o m m e n ta r i e s  on the S a c re d  
S c r i p t u r e s .  H is  th eo lo g y  w a s ,  above e v e ry th in g  e l s e ,  a  s y s te m  
of e x e g e s i s .  ^

"In  the  e y es  of the  t ru e  m y s t ic ,  " C ad iou  o b s e r v e s  l a t e r ,  " e v e r y 

th ing  th a t  e x i s t s  b e a r s  th e  m a r k  of the  d iv ine , an d  O r ig e n  saw  G od 's

2
s ig n a tu r e  in  e v e r y  e le m e n t  of Holy S c r ip tu r e .  " T h is  r e m a r k  h e lp s

to in d ic a te  the  m a n n e r  in  w hich a s c e t i c i s m  and  s y m b o l ic  in t e r p r e ta t io n

a r e  l in k e d .  T he  e a r th ly  f a c t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  h ig h e r ,  s p i r i t u a l  t ru th .  The

3
w o r ld  f o r  O r ig e n  is  a  p la c e  of p u r i f ic a t io n  of th e  so u l .  In the  o b je c ts  

of the  w o r ld  i s  the  re v e la t io n  of the  C r e a to r  of th e m ;  in  the  Old T e s t a 

m e n t  i s  the  p re f ig u r in g  of the  L ogos and  the  t r u t h s  w h ich  He h a s  b ro u g h t  

to  e a r th .  R a th e r  the  t r u t h s  a r e  a l r e a d y  t h e r e ,  im p a r t e d  by  the  L o g o s :

. . .  by  the  w o rd s  of C h r is t  we do no t m e a n  th o s e  only  w hich  He 
sp a k e  w hen  he  b e c a m e  m an  and  ta b e r n a c le d  in  the  f le sh ;  f o r  b e fo re  
th a t  t im e ,  C h r is t ,  th e  W ord  of God, w as  in  M o se s  and the  p ro p h e ts .  
F o r  w ith o u t  the  W ord  of God, how could  th e y  h a v e  b e en  ab le  to 
p r o p h e s y  of C h r is t

The L ogos  h a s  b e e n  the k e y  by w hich  th e se  t r u t h s  of the  Old T e s ta m e n t

m a y  b e  u n lo ck ed .

F o llo w in g  C le m en t ,  O r ig e n  re c o g n iz e s  tw o k in d s  of fa ith  and

k now ledge  h e ld  by  C h r i s t i a n s :  P i s t i s , o r  o r d i n a r y  b e l ie f ,  and  G n o s i s ,

o r  'h ig h e r '  know ledge of the  d iv ine . The one s t a t e  w i l l  su ff ice  fo r  m o s t

^C a d io u , p. 30. ^ Ib id . , p . 43 .

^See H a rn a c k ,  Vol. II, p. 3 6 Iff.

4
O r ig e n ,  De p r i n c i p i i s , t r a n s .  F r e d e r i c k  C ro m b ie ,  T he A n te -  

N icen e  F a t h e r s , ed. A le x a n d e r  R o b e r ts  & J a m e s  D ona ldson  (10 v o ls .  ; 
New Y ork : C h as .  S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons, 1926), Vol. IV, p. 239. T h is  c o l 
le c t io n  is  c i te d  h e r e a f t e r  a s  A n te -N ic en e  F a t h e r s .
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C h r i s t i a n s ,  b u t  f o r  the  one  who is s t r iv in g  f o r  a  h ig h e r  s t a t e ,  the  s ec o n d  

is  n e c e s s a r y .  The th e m e  of c o n tem p tu  m u n d i in  C h r i s t i a n  though t,  if 

no t m a k in g  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  h e r e ,  is  a t  l e a s t  r e c e iv in g  i ts  f i r s t  e m b o d i

m e n t  in  a  th e o lo g ic a l  s y s t e m .  The l i t e r a l  f a c t  of the  w o r ld  is  s u b o rd in a te  

to th e  h ig h e r  s p i r i t u a l  f a c t .  A p p lied  to  l i f e ,  s p i r i t u a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

w ou ld  c a l l  f o r  a  l ife  p r i m a r i l y  of the  s p i r i t  r a t h e r  th an  the  f le s h .  O r ig e n 's  

m o s t  fa m o u s  p ie c e  of S c r i p t u r a l  e x e g e s i s ,  th a t  of the  Song of Songs, m a y  

s e r v e  a d m i r a b ly  to  show  th is  s p i r i tu a l i z a t io n  a t  w o rk .  A s w i l l  b e  no ted  

l a t e r ,  th i s  a l so  p la y e d  i t s  own v e r y  d e f in i te  r o le  in  the  d e b a te  on w om en.

In th e  P r o lo g u e  to  h is  L a t in  t r a n s l a t i o n  of O r ig e n 's  tw o h o m il ie s  

on th e  Song of S ongs, J e r o m e  s a y s ,  "W hile  O r ig e n  s u r p a s s e d  a l l  w r i t e r s  

in h i s  o th e r  b o o k s ,  in  h is  Song of Songs h e  s u r p a s s e d  h im s e l f .  L a w 

so n  c o n je c tu r e s  c o n v in c in g ly  th a t  J e r o m e  is  r e f e r r i n g  a l s o  to  the  C o m -

2
m e n ta r y  on the  Song of S o n g s , w h ich  he a l s o  in te n d s  to  t r a n s l a t e .  C e r 

ta in ly  O r ig e n 's  th r e e  w r i t i n g s  ta k e n  to g e th e r  c o n s t i tu te  h is  g r e a t e s t  

d i r e c t  in f lu en ce  on l a t e r  t i m e s .  In th e s e  c a n  b e  s e e n  h is  u s e  of a l l e 

g o r i c a l  e x e g e s i s ,  h i s  P la to n ic ,  a s c e t i c  t e n d e n c ie s ,  and  h i s  d is t in c t io n  

of two ty p e s  of b e l i e v e r s .

T he  Song of S ongs , he  s a y s ,  i s  no t f o r  e v e ry o n e :

But i t  b e h o v es  us p r i m a r i l y  to u n d e r s ta n d  th a t ,  j u s t  a s  in  c h i ld 
hood  we a r e  n o t  a f f e c te d  by  the  p a s s io n  of love , so  a l s o  to  th o se

^O rig en , T he  Song of Songs: C o m m e n ta r y  an d  H o m i l i e s , t r a n s .  
w ith  a n  in t r o ,  by  R. P .  L a w so n  ("A ncien t C h r i s t i a n  W r i t e r s ,  " W e s t 
m i n s t e r ,  Md. : N ew m an  P r e s s ,  1957), p. 265. C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  O rig en .

2
Ibid. , p. I6ff.
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who a r e  a t  the  s ta g e  of in fancy  and  ch ildhood  in  t h e i r  i n t e r i o r  l i fe  . . 
i t  i s  no t g iven  to g r a s p  th e  m ean in g  of th e s e  sa y in g s .  ^

O r ig e n  is  a d d r e s s in g  h i m s e l f  th e n  to th o se  who a r e  c ap ab le  of m o r e  p e r 

f e c t  k n o w led g e ,  of G n o s is .

T he a s c e t i c  te n d e n c y  is  b u il t  on a  P la to n ic  co n cep tio n  of two 

k in d s  of love :

. . . j u s t  a s  t h e r e  is  one love , known a s  c a r n a l  and  a ls o  know n a s  
C up id  by  the  p o e ts ,  a c c o rd in g  to  w hich  th e  lo v e r  sow s in  the  f le s h ;  
so  a ls o  is  th e r e  a n o th e r ,  a  s p i r i tu a l  lo v e ,  by  w h ich  the  in n e r  m a n  
who lo v es  sow s in  th e  s p i r i t .  And, to s p e a k  m o r e  p la in ly ,  if a n y 
one s t i l l  b e a r s  the  im a g e  of the  h e a v e n ly  a c c o rd in g  to  the in n e r  
m a n  a r e  h e av en ly .  ^

L a t e r ,  O r ig e n  is even  m o r e  e x p l ic i t  a s  to  th e  a c t io n  of the  m o r e  p e r 

f e c t  C h r i s t i a n  in  r e g a r d  to  th e s e  two lo v e s :

. . . w hen th is  p a s s io n  of love  is  d i r e c te d  on to  d iv e r s e  s k i l l s ,  
w h e th e r  m a n u a l  c r a f t s  o r  o ccu p a tio n s  n e ed fu l  on ly  fo r  th is  p r e s e n t  
l i fe  . . .  o r  even  w h en  i t  i s  expended  on  th e  s tu d y  of g e o m e t r y  o r  
m u s ic  o r  a r i t h m e t i c  o r  s i m i l a r  b r a n c h e s  of l e a r n in g ,  n e i th e r  in  
th a t  c a s e  does  i t  s e e m  to  m e  to  be  u s e d  la u d ab ly .  F o r  if  th a t  
w h ic h  is  good is  a l s o  la u d a b le  - -  and  b y  th a t  w h ich  is  good w e 
u n d e r s ta n d  no t any th in g  c o r p o r e a l ,  bu t on ly  th a t  w h ich  is  found 
f i r s t  in  God and in the  p o w e rs  of the  so u l  - - i t  fo llow s th a t  the  
o n ly  la u d ab le  love is  th a t  w h ich  is  d i r e c t e d  to  God and  to the 
p o w e r s  of the  so u l .  ^

F o re s h a d o w in g  l a t e r  d e p ic t io n s  of w ha t D 'A r c y  h a s  c a l le d  e r o s  

an d  a g a p e , th a t  is  the  love  d i r e c t e d  u p w ard  to w a rd  God and  the  love  f lo w 

ing  d o w n w ard  f r o m  God, O r ig e n  d is t in g u is h e s  b e tw e e n  a  w e l l - d i r e c t e d  

a n d  a  m i s d i r e c t e d  in n e r  lo v e ,  the  f o r m e r  of w h ich  o r ig in a te s  in  God Who 

is  C h a r i ty .

1 Z
Ib id . , p . 22. Ib id . , p. 29.

^ I b id . , p. 36.
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And th is  s p i r i tu a l  love  of the  so u l  does  f la m e  out . . . s o m e t im e s  
to w a rd s  c e r t a in  s p i r i t s  of e v il ,  ai^d s o m e t im e s  to w a rd s  the  H oly  
S p i r i t  and  the  w o rd  of God . . . .

C h a r i ty  i s  f r o m  God and  is  d i r e c t e d  b a c k  to God:

We m u s t  u n d e r s ta n d  . . . th a t  th is  C h a r i ty ,  w hich  God i s ,  in  
w h o m s o e v e r  it  e x i s t s  lo v e s  no th ing  e a r th ly ,  no th ing  m a t e r i a l ,  n o th 
ing c o r r u p t ib l e ;  f o r  i t  is  a g a in s t  i t s  n a tu r e  to love  any th ing  c o r r u p 
t ib le ,  s e e in g  th a t  it i s  i t s e l f  the  fount of in c o r ru p t io n .  F o r  b e c a u s e ^  
G od . . .  is  C h a r i ty ,  it  i s  c h a r i ty  a lo n e  th a t  p o s s e s e s  im m o r ta l i ty .

T h u s ,  th en ,  the  n a m e  of c h a r i ty  b e lo n g s  f i r s t  to God; and  f o r  
th a t  r e a s o n  we a r e  b id d e n  to  love  God w ith  a l l  o u r  h e a r t  an d  a l l  
o u r  so u l  and  a l l  o u r  s t r e n g th  - -  H im , th a t  i s ,  f r o m  w hom  w e hav e  
th e  v e r y  p o w er  of lo v ing . ^

T h e r e  a r e  th e n  f i r s t  the  love  of th e  o u te r  m a n ,  w h ich  is  d i r e c t e d

to  the  m a t e r i a l ;  th en  t h e r e  is  the  love  of the  in n e r  m a n  w hich  m a y  o r

m a y  no t be  d i r e c te d  to w a rd  God:

A nd th is  s p i r i tu a l  love  of th e  so u l  does  f la m e  out . . . s o m e t im e s  
to w a rd  c e r t a in  s p i r i t s  of e v i l ,  an d  s o m e t im e s  to w a rd s  the  H oly 
S p i r i t  an d  the  W ord  of God. ^

If C h a r i ty  is  bo th  f r o m  God and, th ro u g h  the  s p i r i t ,  d i r e c t e d  

b a c k  to  H im , O r ig e n  do es  n o t  ex p la in  the  n a tu r e  of th is  m i s d i r e c te d  

lo v e .  In  f a c t ,  i t  w ould s e e m  th a t  h e  is  s p ea k in g  of the  s a m e  love  if 

th is  w e r e  no t a  c o n t r a d ic t io n  of h is  d e f in i t io n  th a t  i t  is  f r o m  God and  

d i r e c t e d  b a c k  to  H im . A t an y  r a t e ,  h e r e  is  f i r s t  of a l l  the  d ua l P l a t o - 

n i s t i c  k in d  of h ig h e r  and  lo w e r  love  - -  now c a l le d  in n e r  an d  o u te r  

a n d  h e r e  a l s o  is  a  r a t h e r  in e x p l ic i t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the  love  d i r e c t e d

^Ib id . , p. 30. ^ Ib id . , p. 33.

3 4
Ib id . , p . 35. Ib id . , p. 30.
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u p w a rd  and  th a t  e m a n a t in g  dow nw ard , e ro s  and  a g a p e . As n o ted  e a r l i e r ,  

O rig e n  h a s  a l r e a d y  m a d e  a  m o r e  ex p l ic i t  d i s t in c t io n  in  the  De P r i n c i p i i s .

The d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  the o u te r  and  in n e r  m a n ,  the  m i s d i r e c t e d  

and  w e l l - d i r e c t e d  lo v e s ,  r e in f o r c e s  the  a s c e t i c  te n d e n c ie s  in  the C o m 

m e n t a ^ .  L aw so n  p o in ts  out th a t

In th e  C o m m e n ta ry  O r ig e n 's  s p i r i tu a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  C a n t ic le s  
e v e r y w h e re  con jo ined  w ith  the p sy ch ic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  - -  in  fa c t ,  
th is  l a t t e r  b e c o m e s  in c r e a s in g ly  p ro m in e n t  a s  th e  d is c u s s io n  m o v e s  
on. ^

C h r i s t  is  bo th  the B r id e g r o o m  of the C h u rch  an d  of the  sou l, and  in  h is

in c r e a s in g  e m p h a s is  on th e  l a t t e r  re la t io n s h ip ,  O r ig e n  b o l s t e r s  the

te n d e n c y  of the  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  to w a rd  a s c e t i c i s m .  L aw so n  c a l l s  the

2
C o m m e n ta r y  " the  f i r s t  g r e a t  w o rk  of C h r i s t i a n  m y s t i c i s m ,  " and  m y s t i 

c i s m  by  d e f in i t io n  is  in d iv id u a l  and  o th e rw o r ld ly .

The a l l e g o r ic a l  id e n t i f ic a t io n s  of O r ig e n  in  the  C o m m e n ta ry  h a d  

the  g r e a t e s t  d i r e c t  e f fe c t  on l a t e r  w r i t e r s  of a n y  of h is  l a t e r  w r i t in g s .  

L aw so n  p o in ts  to  th is  in f lu en c e :

. . , h e  w as  fo llow ed  by  A th a n a s iu s , G r e g o r y  of N y ssa ,  T h e o d o re  
of M o p su e s t ia ,  T h e o d o re t  of C y ru s ,  M ax im u s  C o n fe ss o r .  B ut, 
though a lm o s t  a l l  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  h im , n one  e q u a l led  h im  in r i c h 
n e s s  of thought and  d ep th  of m y s t ic a l  co n cep tio n .  His C o m m e n ta r y  
is  in d e ed  the f i r s t  g r e a t  w o rk  of C h r i s t i a n  m y s t i c i s m .  ^

The im p o r t  of the w o rk  is  so  f a m i l i a r  th a t  p e r h a p s  only  a  b r i e f  d i s c u s s io n

of i t  w ill  su ff ic e .

Îb id . , pp. 1 4 -1 5 .  ^Ib id . , p . 6.

3
Ibid.
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O rig e n  d i s c u s s e s  e a c h  l in e  of the  Song of Songs on th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  

l e v e l s .  On the  l i t e r a l  l e v e l  h e  s a y s ,  the  song is  a  m a r r i a g e - s o n g  w r i t 

te n  in  a  d r a m a t i c  fo r m .

R ead in g  it a s  a  s im p le  s t o r y  . . . we s e e  a  b r id e  a p p e a r in g  
on the  s ta g e ,  h av in g  r e c e iv e d  f o r  h e r  b e t r o th a l  an d  by  w ay  of dow ry  
m o s t  f i t t in g  g ifts  f r o m  a m o s t  noble  b r id e g r o o m ;  b u t ,  b e c a u s e  the 
b r i d e g r o o m  d e lay s  h is  co m in g  f o r  so  long , sh e ,  g r i e v e d  w ith  lo n g 
ing f o r  h is  love , is  p in in g  a t  h o m e  and  doing  a l l  sh e  c an  to  b r in g  
h e r s e l f  a t  l a s t  to  s e e  h e r  s p o u se ,  and  to  en joy  h i s  k i s s e s .  We 
u n d e r s t a n d  f u r th e r  th a t  th e  b r id e ,  s e e in g  th a t  sh e  c an  n e i th e r  be 
qu it of h e r  lo v e ,  n o r  y e t  a c h ie v e  w ha t sh e  d e s i r e s ,  b e ta k e s  h e r 
s e l f  to  p r a y e r  and m a k e s  s u p p l ic a t io n  to  God, w h o m  sh e  know s to 
be h e r  b r i d e g r o o m 's  F a t h e r .  ^

T h a t  th is  l e v e l ,  h o w e v e r ,  c a n  b e  d a n g e ro u s ,  O r ig e n  h a s  a l r e a d y  s a id  

in  h is  p ro lo g u e .  T h o se  who a r e  " a t  the  s ta g e  of in fa n c y  a n d  ch ildhood  

in  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e "  m ig h t  u n d e r s ta n d  only  th i s .  T he  m a n  who is  a d 

v a n c e d  in  s p i r i t u a l  l ife  is  ab le  to  s e e  p a s t  th is  l e v e l  to a  h ig h e r  t r u th  

w h ich  i t  v e i l s .

But if  an y  m a n  who l iv e s  only  a f t e r  the  f le s h  sh o u ld  a p p r o a c h  i t ,  
to  s u c h  a  one the  r e a d in g  of th is  S c r ip tu r e  w il l  b e  th e  o c c a s io n  
of no  s m a l l  h a z a r d  a n d  d a n g e r .  F o r  h e ,  no t know ing  how  to h e a r  
lo v e 's  language  in  p u r i t y  an d  w ith  c h a s te  e a r s ,  w i l l  tw is t  the  whole 
m a n n e r  of h is  h e a r in g  of i t  aw ay  f r o m  the  in n e r  s p i r i t u a l  m a n  
and  on to  the  o u tw a rd  a n d  c a r n a l ;  and  he  w il l  be  tu r n e d  aw ay  f r o m  
the  s p i r i t  to  the f le s h ,  and  w il l  f o s t e r  c a r n a l  d e s i r e s  in  h im s e l f ,  
and  i t  w i l l  s e e m  to be  th e  D iv ine  ^ c r i p t u r e s  th a t  a r e  th u s  u rg in g  
an d  egg ing  h im  on to  f l e s h ly  lu s t!

T he  m a n  who is  a d v a n c e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  w il l  be  ab le  to  go beyond  

to an  in n e r  m e an in g .  The f i r s t  in n e r  m e an in g  to  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  is  th a t  

C h r i s t  i s  the  B r id e g r o o m  a n d  the  C h u rc h  is  the  B r id e .  T h o se  who

^Ibid. , p. 58. ^Ibid. , p. 22.
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m i n i s t e r  to the  B r id e  in  th is  r e a d in g  a r e  the  p r o p h e ts  a n d  the  a n g e ls .

T he  l a t t e r  a r e  the  d e l i v e r e r s  of the  b r id a l  g if t ,  w h ich  is  th e  L aw . In

o r d e r  to k in d le  the  love  of the  B r id e g r o o m  in  the  B r id e ,  th e  p ro p h e ts

a s  m in i  s t  r a n t s  f o r e t e l l  H is  co m in g  and  "H is  c o u n t le s s  A c ts  of p o w e r

an d  H is  m ig h ty  w o rk s .  T h e y  give m a n y  of H is  a t t r i b u t e s .  H is  b eau ty ,

c h a r m ,  and  g e n t l e n e s s .

B u t,  s in c e  th e  age is  a lm o s t  en d ed  and  H is  own p r e s e n c e  is  not 
g ra n te d  m e ,  and  I s e e  on ly  H is  m i n i s t e r s  a s c e n d in g  an d  d e sc e n d in g  
upon m e ,  b e c a u s e  of th is  I p o u r  out m y  p e t i t io n  to  T h e e ,  the  F a 
t h e r  of m y  S pouse , b e s e e c h in g  T hee  to  h a v e  c o m p a s s io n  a t  l a s t  
upon m y  lo v e ,  and  to  sen d  H im , th a t  He m a y  now  n o  lo n g e r  sp ea k  
to m e  on ly  by  H is  s e r v a n t s  the  a n g e ls  an d  the  p r o p h e t s ,  bu t m a y  
co m e  H im s e l f ,  d i r e c t l y  and  k i s s  m e w ith  the  k i s s e s  of H is  m o u th  - -  
th a t  is  to s a y ,  m a y  p o u r  the  w o rd s  of H is  m o u th  in to  m in e ,  th a t  I 
m a y  h e a r  H im  s p e a k  H im s e l f ,  and  s e e  H im  te a c h in g .  ^

The C h u rc h  of the  Old L aw , th e n ,  a w a its  and  f o r e t e l l s  the  com ing  of 

C h r i s t  w ith  the  N ew, a w a i ts  the  com ing  of the  B r id e g r o o m  and  the  m a r 

r i a g e  w h ich  w il l  e n su e .

The t h i r d  le v e l  is  th a t  of th e  in d iv id u a l  so u l,  w h ich  longs  f o r  the

s p i r i t u a l  m a r r i a g e  w ith  h e r  B e lo v ed , a f t e r  hav ing  r e c e iv e d  h e r  dow ry .

F o r ,  j u s t  a s  the  C h u r c h 's  d o w ry  w as  the  v o lu m e s  of the  L aw  and 
th e  P r o p h e t s ,  so  l e t  us r e g a r d  n a tu r a l  law  and  r e a s o n  and  f r e e  
w i l l  a s  th e  s o u l 's  b e t r o th a l  g i f t s .  And le t  the  te a c h in g ,  w hich  
c o m e s  down to  h e r  f r o m  h e r  m a s t e r s  an d  t e a c h e r s ,  fo llow ing  on 
th e s e  g if ts  of h e r  n a tu r a l  endo w m en t,  be  to  h e r  f o r  h e r  e a r l i e s t  
in s t r u c t io n .  B ut, s in c e  sh e  d o es  no t f in d  in  th e s e  th e  fu ll  and  
p e r f e c t  s a t i s f a c t io n  of h e r  d e s i r e  and  lo v e ,  l e t  h e r  p r a y  th a t  h e r  
p u re  and  v i r g in a l  m in d  m a y  be e n l ig h te n ed  b y  th e  i l lu m in a t io n  and 
the  v i s i t a t io n  of the  W o rd  of God H im s e l f .  ^

^Ibid . , p. 59. ^Ib id . , p. 60 .

^Ibid. , p. 61 .
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T he goal of the  so u l ,  in  k eep in g  w ith  O r ig e n 's  d o c t r in e  in  the  De 

P r i n c i p i i s ,  is  a  s p i r i t u a l  m a r r i a g e  w ith  C h r i s t ,  s e a le d  w ith  a  k i s s .

And l e t  us  u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  by the  'm o u th '  of th e  B r id e g r o o m  is  
m e a n t  the  p o w e r  by  w h ic h  He en lig h ten s  the  m in d  and , a s  by  so m e  
w o rd  of love a d d r e s s e d  to h e r  . . . m a k e s  p la in  w h a te v e r  is  u n 
know n and  d a r k  to  h e r .  And th is  i s  the t r u e r ,  c l o s e r ,  h o l i e r  k i s s ,  
w h ich  is  s a id  to  be g r a n te d  by  the B r id e  g ro o m - W o r d  of God to the 
B r id e  - -  th a t  i s  to  s ay ,  to  th e  p u re  and  p e r f e c t  so u l;  it  i s  of th is  
happ en in g  th a t  the  k i s s ,  w h ich  we give one to  a n o th e r  a t  the  holy  
m y s t e r i e s ,  is  a  f ig u r e .  1

O rig e n  h a s  c a l le d  the  C h u rc h  " the w hole  a s s e m b l y  of s a in t s "

2
and  "a  c o r p o r a te  p e r s o n a l i t y .  " As the  e m p h a s i s  on th e  e x p e r ie n c e  

of the  Soul i n c r e a s e s  in  h is  w o rk  an d  the  a t te n t io n  to  th e  s y m b o l i s m  of 

the C h u rc h  d im in i s h e s ,  t h e r e  is  a  c o r re s p o n d in g  e m p h a s i s  of the  i n d i 

v id u a l  e x p e r ie n c e .  A lthough  th e  o r th o d o x  th e o lo g ia n  w il l  a r g u e  th a t  the  

C h u rc h  is  a  n e c e s s a r y  v e h ic le  to  h ig h e r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  the  m y s t i c a l  e x 

p e r i e n c e  is  n e c e s s a r i l y  in d iv id u a l  and  a p a r t  f r o m  th e  " c o r p o r a t e  p e r 

so n a l i ty .  " As we h av e  s e e n  b e f o r e ,  th e r e  is  a  p a r t  of an y  ph ilo so p h y  

o r  re l ig io n  w h ich  m u s t  l iv e  in  the  w o r ld  and  be  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  i t  - -  

and  a  p a r t  of the  C h u rc h  is  so  c o n c e rn e d ;  th e r e  is  a l s o  the  te n d en c y  of 

the  m y s t i c  to  s t r i v e  to  t r a n s c e n d  the  w o r ld  in  an  in d iv id u a l  e x p e r ie n c e  

of the  so u l.  The te n d e n c y  of O r ig e n 's  thought is  to w a rd  the  l a t t e r .

H a rn a c k  p o in ts  out th a t  O r ig e n  w o rk e d  out h i s  s y s t e m  " in  o p p o s i 

t io n  to  the  s y s te m s  of the  G re e k  p h ilo so p h ie s  an d  of the  C h r i s t i a n  Gnos - 

3
t i c s .  " B ut, he  a d d s .

^Ibid . , p. 62 . ^Ib id . , p. 59.
3

H is to r y  of D o g m a , V ol. II, p. 334.
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the s c ie n c e  of the fa i th ,  a s  d ev e lo p ed  by  O rig e n  . . . b e a r s  
u n m is ta k a b le  m a r k s  of N e o p la to n ism  and  G n o s t ic i sm .  O r ig e n  
sp e c u la te d  no t only in  the  m a n n e r  of J u s t in ,  but a l s o  in  th a t  of 
V a len tin u s  and  th e r e f o r e  l ik e w ise  a f t e r  the  fa sh io n  of P lo t in u s ;  
in fa c t  he is c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by  the adop tion  of the m e th o d s  and, 
in  a  c e r t a in  s e n s e ,  of the  a x io m s  c u r r e n t  in  the sch o o ls  of V a le n 
t in u s  and  t r a c e a b le  in  N e o p la to n ism . ^

In th is  in f lu en ce  a r e  the  e le m e n ts  w h ich  s t r e n g th e n e d  h is  s y s te m ,  bu t

a lso  f e a tu r e s  l a t e r  d e c la r e d  h e r e t i c a l .

In o p p o s i t io n  to the  G n o s t ic s ,  O r ig e n  re c o g n iz e d  no t a  d u a l  bu t 

a  s ing le  o r ig in  of a l l  th a t  is  in  the  w o r ld .  F o llow ing  th e  G re e k s  and  

fo re sh ad o w in g  l a t e r  th e o lo g ia n s ,  he  r e c o g n iz e d  ev il  a s  a  s t a t e  of n o n -  

be in g ,  a  tu rn in g  -aw ay  f r o m  God. The s p i r i t ,  he  re c o g n iz e d ,  is  no t s e l f -  

m oved  bu t a l so  i s  r a i s e d  by  God th ro u g h  the  L ogos . He r e c o g n iz e d  

th a t  the  L ogos , C h r i s t ,  h a d  u n i te d  w ith  the  f le s h ,  and  th a t  th e  f le s h  

w ould be  r a i s e d  w ith  the  s p i r i t .  He w a s ,  in  s h o r t ,  m o r e  o r th o d o x  than  

f o r m e r l y  w as  u n d e rs to o d .

T h e re  is, h o w e v e r ,  a m p le  ev id en ce  of the  h e r e t i c a l  e le m e n ts  of 

h is  though t.  W e r n e r  J a e g e r  a s s e r t s  th a t  the  c a u se  of " the  s t ro n g  e m 

p h a s is  on g n o s is  in  C le m e n t  and  O r ig e n "  is  th a t

th e y  h ad  to pay  a t te n t io n  to th is  new  p o w e r  th a t  th r e a te n e d  to  
b e c o m e  a  d a n g e ro u s  r iv a l  of C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  to  be re c k o n e d  w ith  
l ik e  M a n ic h a e is m  and M i th r a i s m .  W hat th e  A le x a n d r ia n s  have  
to o f f e r  u n d e r  the  n a m e  of g n o s is  i s  of c o u r s e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  
the  s y s te m s  of a  B a s i l id e s  o r  V a len tin u s  . . . .  To the  O r ie n ta l  
g n o s is  and  i t s  c ru d e  s y m b o l is m  th e y  op p o se  th e i r  own g n o s is ,  
w h ich  is  l a r g e ly  d e r iv e d  f r o m  G r e e k  ph ilo so p h y . ^

^Ib id . , pp. 334-35 .

2
W e r n e r  J a e g e r ,  E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n i ty  and  G re e k  P a id e ia  (H a rv a rd  

U n iv e rs i ty ,  1961), p . 54.
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T his  n e c e s s a r y  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o m m o d a t io n  h a d  i t s  b a d  e f fe c t s .  It i s  one 

of the  m a in  r e a s o n s  th a t  C le m e n t 's  w r i t in g s  w e r e  so o n  to  com e u n d e r  

s u sp ic io n  and w hy the  l a t e r  " O r ig e n ic  c o n t r o v e r s i e s "  en d ed  in  a n  o f f i 

c ia l  d e c la r a t io n  of th e  h e r e s y  of so m e  of h i s  d o c t r in e s .  F r o m  th e  

M an ic h a ea n s  to  the  A lb ig e n s ia n s  and b eyond , the  m a j o r  h e r e s i e s  h av e  

u s u a l ly  ex h ib i te d  th is  te n d e n c y  of m ak in g  a  r ig id  d iv is io n  b e tw ee n  th is  

w o r ld  an d  the n e x t ,  a n  e x t r e m e  o th e r w o r ld l i n e s s .  T he  h i s t o r y  of l a t e r  

a s c e t i c  w r i t in g s  m ig h t  be  d e s c r ib e d  ro u g h ly  by  a  m e a s u r e m e n t  of the  

e x t r e m i ty  of th is  r e j e c t i o n  of the  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld ,  a n d  b y  the  r ig id i ty  of 

the  b a r r i e r  p la c e d  b e tw e e n  the  p h y s ic a l  and  the  s p i r i t u a l .

Once o r th o d o x y  in  th e o lo g ic a l  m a t t e r s  w as  r e l a t i v e ly  w e l l  s e t t l e d ,  

the  g r e a t e s t  th e o lo g ia n s  w e r e  c a r e fu l  to av o id  th is  g r e a t  e le v a t io n  of 

the  s p i r i t u a l  to  the  p o in t  of r e je c t in g  the  m a t e r i a l ,  w h ich  w as  a l s o  

f r o m  God, The r e c e n t ,  m o r e  sy m p a th e t ic  t r e a t m e n t  of O r ig e n ,  h o w 

e v e r ,  s t e m s  f r o m  re c o g n i t io n ,  f i r s t ,  of h is  ro le  a s  the  v i r t u a l  fo u n d e r  

of C h r i s t i a n  th eo lo g y  an d  h is  in f luence  a s  s u c h  on l a t e r  though t,  and  

sec o n d ,  of the  c o n se q u e n t  d if f icu l t ie s  he  fa c e d  in  b r in g in g  to g e th e r  

C h r i s t i a n  p r in c ip le s  and  p a g a n  thought,

O r ig e n  a d h e r e s  to t r a d i t io n  in s o f a r  a s  i t  s t e m s  o b v io u s ly  f r o m  

the  B ib le ,  H is  d i f f ic u l t ie s  a r i s e  in  t ry in g  to  e m b e d  t r a d i t io n  in  a  p ag an  

p h i lo so p h ic a l  t r a d i t io n :

As an  o r th o d o x  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  and  d e c id e d  opponen t of a l l  h e r e s y  
O r ig e n  a ck n o w le d g e d  th a t  C h r i s t i a n i ty  e m b r a c e s  a  s a lv a t io n  w hich  
i s  o f f e re d  to  a l l  m e n  and  a t ta in e d  by  fa i th ,  th a t  i t  i s  the  d o c t r in e  
of h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  to  w h ich  we m u s t  a d h e r e ,  th a t  the  c o n ten t  of
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C h r i s t i a n i ty  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o p r ia t e ly  s u m m a r i s e d  b y  th e  C h u rch  in  
h e r  ru le  of fa i th ,  and  th a t  b e l ie f  is  of i t s e l f  s u f f ic ie n t  fo r  the  r e 
n ew al a n d  s a lv a t io n  of m a n .  B ut, a s  an  id e a l i s t i c  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  
O r ig e n  t r a n s f o r m e d  th e  w hole  co n ten t  of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  fa i th  in to  
id e a s  . . . .  [ i n  th is  s y s t e m j  i t  w as  tau g h t  th a t  th e  w is e  m an  
who no lo n g e r  r e q u i r e s  any th ing  is  n e a r e s t  the  D e ity ,  b e c a u s e  he 
i s  a  p a r t a k e r  of th e  h ig h e s t  good th ro u g h  p o s s e s s i o n  of h i s  r i c h  
Ego and  th ro u g h  h i s  c a lm  c o n te m p la t io n  of the  w o r ld ;  h e r e  m o r e 
o v e r  i t  w as  p r o c l a im e d  th a t  th e  m in d  th a t  h a s  f r e e d  i t s e l f  f r o m  
the  s e n s u o u s  an d  l iv e s  in  c o n s ta n t  c o n te m p la t io n  of the  e t e r n a l  
is  a l s o  in  the  end  v o u c h sa fe d  a  v iew  of the  in v is ib le  and  is  i t s e l f  
d e if ie d .  ^

As H a r n a c k  p o in ts  out, a  su b t le  f o r m  of d u a l i s m  c r e e p s  in to

O r i g e n '8 though t:

In the  f in a l  u t t e r a n c e s  of r e l ig io u s  m e ta p h y s ic s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  w ith  the  e x c e p t io n  of a  few  c o m p r o m is e s ,  i s  th ro w n  
off a s  a  h u sk .  T he  o b je c t s  of r e l ig io u s  know ledge  h a v e  no h i s t o r y  
of r a t h e r ,  an d  th is  i s  a  g en u in e ly  G n o s t ic  an d  N e o p la to n ic  id ea ,  
th e y  h av e  on ly  a  s u p ra m u n d a n e  one.

T he s y s t e m  i t s e l f  is  to be ,  in  p r in c ip le  a n d  in  e v e r y  r e s p e c t ,  
m o n i s t i c ,  b u t ,  a s  th e  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld ,  though c r e a t e d  by  God out 
of n o th in g , m e r e l y  a p p e a r s  a s  a  p la c e  of p u n is h m e n t  an d  p u r i 
f ic a t io n  f o r  s o u ls ,  a  s t ro n g  e le m e n t  of d u a l i s m  is  in h e r e n t  in  the  
s y s te m ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t s  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l ic a t io n  i s  c o n c e rn e d .  %

Such i s  the  s y s t e m  of O r ig e n .  H is  u se  of a l l e g o r i c a l  e x e g e s i s ,  

e s p e c ia l l y  on the  O ld T e s ta m e n t ,  h a d  b o th  an  i n d i r e c t  a n d  a  d i r e c t  i n 

f lu e n c e .  H is  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  ju s t i f i c a t io n  of a s c e t i c i s m  b r o a d ly  in f lu 

e n ce d  the  b e g in n in g s  of m o n a s t ic , ism . H is  th e o lo g ic a l  s y s t e m  p aved  

the  w ay  f o r  l a t e r  th e o lo g y ,  bo th  a s  a  ju s t i f i c a t io n  of i t  an d  a s  an  in f lu 

en ce  on i t .  It is  in  the  w o rk in g  ou t of h is  s y s t e m  th a t  h e  f a l l s  in to  a  

d u a l i s m  w h ich  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  in  P la to  a n d  P lo t in u s .  H is  d i s 

^H arnack, V o l.  II, pp. 3 3 6 -3 7 .  ^Ibid. , p. 343.
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t in c t io n  of P i s t i s  and  G n o s is ,  b e l ie f  an d  k n o w led g e , s e p a r a t e d  th e m  too 

r a d ic a l ly  to  be  a l lo w ed  to  go u n ch a llen g ed ;  bu t it  is  a  fo re sh ad o w in g  of 

l a t e r  su ch  te n d e n c ie s ,  f o r  e x am p le  the  'B e l i e v e r s '  an d  the  'P e r f e c t '  of 

the  C a th a r i s t  h e r e s y .  It is  a  f o r e r u n n e r  of the  d ic h o to m y  of ' t h i s - w o r l d 

l i n e s s '  and  'o t h e r - w o r l d l i n e s s '  w h ich  ru n s  a s  a  th r e a d  th ro u g h  the  M iddle  

A ges  and w h ich  h a d  a s  a  b y -p r o d u c t  th e  c l e r i c a l  a t t a c k s  on w om en . 

A u gustine  w as  n e ed e d ,  a long  w ith  a  t r a d i t io n  of c o n s e r v a t iv e  theo logy , 

to e ffec t  a  f u l l - s c a l e  a c c o m m o d a t io n .



C H A P T E R  V

ST, AUGUSTINE

When N e o p la to n ism  b e c a m e  a d e c is iv e  e le m e n t  in A u g u s t in e 's  
r e l ig io u s  and  p h i lo so p h ic a l  m o d e  of though t,  i t  d id  so a ls o  f o r  
the  w hole  of the  W est.  ^

He lo a th e d  the  life  of s e n s u a l  in d u lg e n c e  he  h a d  led ;  and  f r o m  th a t  
t im e  f o r th  'c o n c u p is c e n c e '  w a s  f o r  h im  the  p r i m e  and  ty p ic a l  s in .
. . . the  P la to n i s t s  no l e s s  than  P a u l  ta u g h t  h im  th a t  to b e g in  i t s  
a s c e n t  to  God the  sou l m u s t  e m a n c ip a te  i t s e l f  f r o m  the  d e s i r e s  of 
the  f le sh .  ^

W hat m a k e th  the  h e a r t  of the  C h r i s t i a n  h e a v y ?  T he fac t  th a t  he 
i s  a  p i l g r im ,  and  longs f o r  h i s  c o u n try .

E v e ry o n e  knows A u g u s t in e 's  f a m o u s  s to r y  of how re a d in g  the  

N e o p la to n is ts  h e lp ed  to  sav e  h im  f r o m  M a n ic h a e is m  and  to  l e a d  h im  to 

C h r is t ia n i ty .  W hat is  no t so  c l e a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  the  ex ten t  to  w h ich  the  

s t i l l  em p lo y e d  N eop la to n ic  d o c t r in e s  and  t r a i n s  of thought a f t e r  he

^ H a rn a ck ,  Vol. V, p . 33.

2
G e o rg e  F o o te  M o o re ,  H i s to r y  of R e l ig io n s , (New Y ork: C has . 

S c r i b n e r ' s  S ons , 1913 & 1919; r e p r .  1949), Vol. II, p. 194.

3
St. A u g u s t in e ,  " C o m m e n ta ry  on P s a l m  CXXIII, " Quoted in  W ill 

D u ra n t ,  The A ge of F a i th  (New Y ork : S im on  & S c h u s te r ,  1950), p. 74. 
D u ra n t  c o m m e n ts  th a t  th is  cou ld  s e r v e  a s  A u g u s t in e 's  ep itaph .
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b e c a m e  a  C h r i s t i a n  w r i t e r .  T he  te n d e n c y  la t e ly  h a s  b e e n  to  a d m it  th a t  

N e o p la to n ism  is  e m b ed d ed  in  A u g u s t in e 's  though t,  a l th o u g h  i t  i s  t r a n s 

m u te d  th e r e  so m e w h a t .  F e ib le m a n ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  a s s e r t s :

A u g u st in e  . . . w as  h e a v i ly  in f lu e n c e d  by  N e o p la to n ism ,  and  he  m a y  
have  b e e n  ch ie f ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  in c o r p o r a t in g  i t  in  C h u rc h  d o c 
t r i n e .  ^

P r o f e s s o r  L a to u r e t t e  is  m o r e  c a u t io u s  in  tak in g  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  s a m e  

s tand :

The N e o p la to n ic  e le m e n ts  in  th e  B ish o p  of H ippo can  e a s i l y  be e x 
a g g e r a te d ,  f o r  i t  w as  n o t  th e y  b u t  h is  e x p e r ie n c e  in  h i s  f in a l  fa i th  
w hich  b ro u g h t  h im  into p r o m in e n c e ,  b u t  he cou ld  n o t,  e v en  if he  
had  so d e s i r e d ,  qu ite  h a v e  e r a s e d  th e  i m p r e s s i o n  m a d e  on h im  by 
h is  f o r m e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  H is  d e v e lo p e d  th e o lo g y  w a s  l a r g e ly  a  
co m b in a t io n  of N e o p la to n ism  w ith  t r a d i t io n a l ly  C h r i s t i a n  v ie w s .  ^

Of c o u r s e  t h e r e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  the  d o c tr in e  of

A u g u st in e  a n d  th a t  of P lo t in u s ,  o r  ev en  of O r ig e n .  R e l ig io u s  h i s to r i a n s

have  qu ite  r ig h t ly  c a l l e d  A u g u s t in e 's  tho u g h t  a  c o m p o s i te  of E a s t e r n

in f lu e n c e s ,  c h ie f ly  N eo p la to n ic ,  an d  W e s te r n  in f lu e n c e s ,  c h ie f ly  f r o m

T e r tu l l i a n  and  C y p r ia n .  P a r t  of the  c o m p le x i ty  of A u g u s t in e 's  d o c t r in e

l ie s  in  the  fa c t  th a t  i t  i s  a n  a m a l g a m  of the  s p e c u la t iv e ,  l a r g e l y  on

N eo p la to n ic  l i n e s ,  and  the  t r a d i t io n a l .  W e s te r n  C h u rc h  d o c t r in e .  The

sp e c u la t iv e  w i l l  be  of m o s t  i n t e r e s t  to u s ,  f o r  i t  w as  h e r e  th a t  A u gustine

h a d  h is  g r e a t e s t  in f lu en ce  on the  h i s t o r y  of C h r i s t i a n  a s c e t i c i s m ,  and

1
J a m e s  K. F e ib le m a n ,  R e l ig io u s  P l a t o n i s m , (London: Geo.

A llen  fc Unwin, 1959), p. 171.

2
K en n e th  S co tt L a to u r e t t e ,  A  H i s to r y  of th e  E x p a n s io n  of C h r i s t i 

a n i ty : Vol. I, The F i r s t  F iv e  C e n tu r ie s  (New Y ork : H a r p e r ,  1937), 
p. 312.
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h e n ce  on the  d e b a te  abou t w om en . Som e h av e  a r g u e d  th a t  th is  a s c e t i 

c i s m  is  a s  m u c h  P a u l in e  a s  N eo p la to n ic ,  and  t h e r e  m a y  be so m e th in g  to 

th i s ,  bu t P a u l  and  N e o p la to n ism  a r e  in e x t r ic a b ly  l in k ed  in  A u g u s t in e 's  

thought:

. . . u n le s s  a l l  s ig n s  d e c e iv e ,  A u g u s t in e  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  V ic to r in u s  
the  im p u ls e  w h ich  l e d  h im  to  a s s i m i l a t e  P a u l ' s  type  of r e l ig io u s  
thought; f o r  it a p p e a r s  f r o m  the w o rk s  of the  a g ed  r h e to r i c i a n  th a t  
he  h ad  a p p r o p r i a t e d  P a u l ' s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  id e a s ,  and  A u g u s t in e  
d e m o n s t r a b ly  d e v o ted  a  p a t ie n t  s tu d y  to  the  P a u l in e  e p i s t l e s  f r o m  
the  m o m e n t  w hen  h e  b e c a m e  m o r e  th o ro u g h ly  a c q u a in te d  w ith  
N e o p la to n ism . ^

It m a y  be in s t r u c t i v e  to  r e m e m b e r  th a t  the  f i r s t  two a p p e a r a n c e s  

of P a u l in e  d o c t r in e s  a s  m a t t e r s  of ex ten d ed  e x p o s i t io n  w e re  in  the  

w r i t in g s  of the  t im e  of th e  A le x a n d r ia n s  and  in  th a t  of St. A u g u s t in e .

B e fo re  the  day s  of C le m e n t  an d  O r ig e n ,  c o m m e n ta r i e s  h ad  b e e n  m a in ly  

on the  fo u r  G o sp e ls .  T h e  A le x a n d r ia n s  c o n c e n t r a te d  on the  G o sp e l  

A c co rd in g  to  St. J o h n  a n d  on the  P a u l in e  w o rk s  in  th e  New T e s ta m e n t .

F r o m  th a t  t im e  u n t i l  the  h ig h  M iddle  A g e s ,  P a u l in e  d o c t r in e  and  N e o -  

p la to n ic a l ly  o r i e n te d  C h r i s t i a n i ty  w e r e  c lo s e ly  l in k ed .

The d i s c u s s io n  of the p h i lo s o p h ic a l  b a c k g ro u n d  of a n t i f e m in i s m  

w il l  c lo se  w ith  St. A u g u s t in e ,  b e c a u s e  w ith  h im  a s c e t i c i s m  a s  an  o f f ic ia l  

id e a l  th o ro u g h ly  and  p e r m a n e n t l y  e n te r e d  the  m a i n s t r e a m  of C h r i s t i a n i ty .  

H is  a d v o ca c y  of a s c e t i c i s m  i s  m o r e  r e s t r a i n e d  th a n  m o s t  of the  g r e a t  

th in k e r s  who p r e c e d e d  h im ,  bu t h e ,  fo l lo w ed  b y  B o e th iu s  an d  th e n  by  

the  p s e u d o - A r e o p a g i te ,  i s  the  m a in  s o u r c e  of the  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  ju s t i f i c a t io n

^Harnack, V ol. V , p. 33.
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of a s c e t i c i s m ,   ̂ a l though  c e r t a in  w r i t in g s  of A m b r o s e  an d  J e r o m e  w e re  

u s e d  f o r  a d d ed  a u th o r i ty .

The r i s e  of m o n a s t i c i s m  co in c id ed  w ith  the  g ro w th  of th e o lo g ic a l

ju s t i f i c a t io n s  of a s c e t i c i s m .  A s c e t ic  t e n d e n c ie s  h ad  b e e n  p r e s e n t  in

C h r i s t i a n i ty  f r o m  the  f i r s t ,  bu t th ey  h a d  u s u a l ly  b e e n  in d iv id u a l and

p r a c t i c e d  w ith in  the  c o m m u n i t ie s .  T h e s e  c o m m u n it ie s  w e r e  b e s e t  f r o m

w ithou t,  so  th a t  a s c e t i c i s m  fu n c tio n ed  in  an  e n v i ro n m e n t  b y  no m e a n s

a t  odds w ith  i t .  T a y lo r  c o m m e n ts .

If the  C h r i s t i a n  c h u rc h e s  h a d  b e e n  k e p t  c o n t in u a l ly  in  the  p u r ify in g  
f i r e s  of p e r s e c u t io n ,  a s c e t i c  d ev o tio n  m ig h t  h av e  co n tin u ed  to  find 
w ith in  th e m  sco p e  fo r  i t s  e n e r g y  an d  s a f e g u a rd s  f o r  i t s  l i fe .  The 
p e r s e c u te d  and  the  m a r t y r e d  d id  n o t n e e d  to c ru c i fy  the  f l e s h  in 
the  d e s e r t .  W h en e v e r  p e r s e c u t io n  c e a s e d ,  la x i ty  of m a n n e r s  and  
m o r a l s  in v a d ed  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t ie s .  F r o m  the  t im e  of C o n 
s ta n t in e ,  i t  b e c a m e  co n v en ien t  f o r  th e  w o r ld ,  e v i l  and  good, to 
c lo ak  i t s e l f  w ith  C h r i s t i a n i ty .  The t r e m e n d o u s  i n c r e a s e  of m o n a s 
t i c i s m ,  and  of the  c e l ib a te  l i fe  e v en  o u ts id e  of m o n a s t e r i e s ,  w as  
the  a n s w e r in g  p r o t e s t  of the  f e r v e n t  C h r i s t i a n  l i fe  . . . .  N ot in 
t im e s  of p e r s e c u t io n ,  b u t  a f t e r  the  C h u rc h  h ad  th i s  w o r ld 's  p e a c e ,  
t h e i r  te n s  b e c a m e  th o u s a n d s . ^

B ib l ic a l  ju s t i f i c a t io n s  of th is  f l ig h t  f r o m  o r d in a r y  s o c ie ty  w e re  

s c a n t  a t  b e s t .  A say in g  of C h r i s t  th a t  H is  k in g d o m  w a s  no t of th is  w o r ld  

cou ld  be  c o u n te r e d  by  o th e r s  en jo in ing  p o s i t iv e  good w o rk s  w ith in  the  

s o c ie ty  of m e n .  The im p u ls e  to  f le e  f r o m  the  c o r r u p t  w o r ld  of m e n  w as 

p r e s e n t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  and  i t  found s u p p o r t  in  N eo p la to n ic  w r i t in g s ,  

bo th  p ag an  and  C h r i s t i a n .  T he im p u ls e  of St. A nthony  to  f le e  in to  the  

d e s e r t  cou ld  s t r i k e  an  a n s w e r in g  c o rd  in  the  h e a r t  of A u g u st in e  w hen  he

1 2 
Ibid. T a y lo r ,  p. 150.
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r e a d  of it ,  and  the  s a m e  k in d  of im p u ls e  cou ld  s e r v e  a s  a  m o t iv a t in g  

f o r c e  in  h is  c o n v e r s io n  and  in  h is  l ife lo n g  a d v o cacy  of a s c e t i c i s m .

The two o th e r  g r e a t  C h u rc h  F a t h e r s  of the  s a m e  p e r io d ,  A m b ro s e  

and  J e r o m e ,  a ls o  gave  f o r c e  to th is  ten d en cy , both  in  t h e i r  in f lu en ce  on 

A u g u st in e  and  in the  in f lu en c e  of t h e i r  own w r i t in g s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  a  b r i e f  

d i s c u s s io n  of th e m  w il l  h e lp  to  k e ep  f r o m  o v e re m p h a s iz in g  th is  e le m e n t  

of A u g u s t in e 's  thought o r  t r e a t in g  h im  a s  if  he  w e r e  a  p io n e e r  of a s c e t i c  

w r i t in g  in  the  W est.  N oth ing  cou ld  be  m o r e  u n tru e .  M any of th e  e a r l i e r  

w r i t e r s  h ad  d e fended  a s c e t i c i s m .  But none of th e m  h a d  b o th  the  p h i lo s o p h i

ca l  s y s te m  and the im p a c t  on  l a t e r  thought to  have  th e  in f lu en c e  of A u g u s 

t in e .  We hav e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  th e  in f lu en ce  of V ic to r in u s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  

on A u g u st in e .  H a rn a c k  a s s e r t s  th a t

w hen  we s tu d y  the  w o rk s  of V ic to r in u s  . . . we a r e  a s to n i s h e d  to 
find  in  h im  a  p e r f e c t  N e o p la to n is t ,  and  an  A u g u s t in e  b e f o r e  
A u g u s t in e .  ^

But o th e r  th an  h is  in f lu en ce  on A u g u st in e ,  V ic to r in u s  h a d  l i t t l e  la s t in g  

e ffe c t  on the  h i s t o r y  of a s c e t i c i s m .

If V ic to r in u s  w as  one d i r e c t  ro u te  by  w hich  N e o p la to n is m  in f lu en ced  

A u g u s t in e ,  A m b ro s e  w as  a n o th e r ;  A m b ro s e  it  w as  who h a d  h e lp e d  to 

c o n v e r t  A u g u st in e  a n d  h ad  b a p t iz e d  h im  a f t e r  h is  c o n v e r s io n .  A m b ro s e  

h ad  h im s e l f  b e en  c o n v e r te d  by  S im p l ic ia n u s ,  the  m a n  who in  B ook  VIII 

of the  C o n fe ss io n s  t e l l s  A u g u s t in e  of the  m i r a c u lo u s  c o n v e r s io n  of V ic 

to r in u s .  L ike  St. J e r o m e ,  A m b ro s e  w as  a  r e a d e r  of O r ig e n  and  even,

^Harnack, V o l.  V, p. 33.
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a c c o rd in g  to  J e r o m e ,  a  t r a n s l a t o r  of so m e  of h is  w o rk s .   ̂ H a r n a c k  s a y s

of th is  in f lu en c e ,

A m b r o s e  w as s o v e r e ig n  am o n g  W e s te r n  B ish o p s ,  an d  a t  th e  s a m e  
t im e  the  G re e k  t r a in e d  e x e g e te  and th e o lo g ia n .  In b o th  q u a l i t ie s  he  ^ 
a c te d  on A u g u s t in e ,  who lo o k ed  up to h im  a s  L u th e r  d id  to  S ta u p i tz .

It i s  t r u e  A m b ro s e  h a d  h is  own r e s e r v a t i o n s  in  dea lin g  w ith  P la to  
and  O r ig e n ;  he  did  n o t  a d o p t the  c o n se q u e n c e s  of O r ig e n 's  theo lo g y ; 
he  w as  m u ch  too h a s ty  a n d  s u p e r f i c i a l  in  the  s p h e r e  of s p e c u la t iv e  
r e f le c t io n  to a p p r o p r ia t e  f r o m  the G re e k s  m o r e  than  f r a g m e n t s .  B ut 
h e ,  a s  w e l l  as  the h e a v i e r  b u t  m o r e  th o ro u g h  H i la ry ,  r a i s e d  the  
W es t  above  the  'm e a g r e n e s s '  of a  p e d a n t i c a l ly  l i t e r a l ,  and , in  i ts  
p r a c t i c a l  a p p l ic a t io n ,  w h o lly  p la n le s s  e x e g e s i s ;  and th e y  t r a n s m i t t e d  
to t h e i r  c o u n try m e n  a  p ro f u s io n  of id e a s  a t t a c h e d  to the  t e x t  of H oly  
S c r ip t u r e .  Rufinus and , in  h is  f i r s t  p e r io d ,  J e r o m e  a lso  c o m p le te d  
the  w o rk .  M a n ic h a e is m  w ould  h a r d ly  h a v e  b e e n  o v e rc o m e  in  the  
W e s t  u n le s s  i t  h ad  b e e n  c o n fro n te d  by  th e  th e o so p h ic  e x e g e s i s ,  the  
'B ib l ic a l  a lc h e m y ' of th e  G re e k s ,  and  th e  g r e a t  th e m e  of v i r g in i ty  
w as  p r a i s e d  w ith  new  to n g u e s  a f t e r  W e s te r n  C h r i s t i a n s  h e a r d  of 
th e  un ion  of the so u l  w ith  i ts  b r id e g r o o m ,  C h r i s t ,  a s  ta u g h t by 
O r ig e n  in  h is  c o m m e n ta r y  on the Song of S ongs . ^

A m b r o s e  is ,  th e n ,  a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y  b e tw e e n  O rig e n  an d  A u g u s t in e .  

The la u d a to r y  t e r m s  w hich  A u g u s t in e  u s e s  in  r e f e r r i n g  to  h im  a r e  i n d i 

c a t io n  enough of the in f lu en c e  he h ad  on A u g u s t in e .  M o re  th a n  one 

h i s t o r i a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a s  p o in te d  out th a t  A m b r o s e  h im s e l f  w as  b y  no 

m e a n s  o r ig in a l ,  but m u c h  in d e b te d  to the G r e e k s .  J a m e s  F .  L ough lin , 

f o r  e x a m p le ,  in  an  a r t i c l e  in  th e  C atho lic  E n c y c lo p e d ia , s a y s .

W ith  a  gen ius  t r u l y  R o m a n ,  he  co n ten d ed  h im s e l f  w ith  th o ro u g h ly  
d ig e s t in g  and  c a s t in g  in to  a  L a t in  m o u ld  th e  b e s t  f r u i t s  of G r e e k  
th o u g h t.

1
St. J e r o m e ,  " L e t t e r  LXXXIV, " % 'rans . W. H. F r e e m a n t l e  ("N icene  

and  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " S econd  S e r i e s ,  V ol. VI), p. 179.

2 3
H a rn a c k ,  Vol. V, p . 30. I b id . , p . 32.

4
J a m e s  F .  L ough lin , " A m b ro s e ,  " C a th o l ic  E ncy . , Vol. I, p. 384.
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L a t e r ,  L ou g h lin  e l a b o r a te s  on th i s :

He d e l ig h ts  in  the  a l l e g o r i c o - m y s t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of S c r ip tu r e ,  
i. e. w h ile  a d m it t in g  the  n a t u r a l  o r  l i t e r a l  s e n s e  he  s e e k s  e v e r y 
w h e re  a  d e e p e r  m y s t ic  m e a n in g  th a t  he  c o n v e r ts  in to  p r a c t i c a l  
in s t r u c t io n  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  l i fe .  In th is ,  s a y s  J e r o m e  (Ep. x li) ,
'he  w as  a  d is c ip le  of O r ig e n ,  bu t a f t e r  the  m o d if ic a t io n s  in th a t  
m a s t e r ' s  m a n n e r  due to  St. H ippo ly tus  of R om e an d  St. B a s i l  
the  G r e a t .  ' He w as  a l s o  in f lu e n c e d  in  th is  d i r e c t i o n  b y  th e  J e w is h  
w r i t e r  P h i lo  to su ch  an  e x te n t  th a t  the  m uch  c o r r u p te d  te x t  of the  
l a t t e r  c an  often  be s u c c e s s f u l ly  c o r r e c t e d  f r o m  the e c h o e s  and  
r e m in i s c e n c e s  a s  m e t  w ith  in  the  w o rk s  of A m b r o s e .  ^

P h ilo  and  O r ig e n  a r e  n a m e s  w e hav e  m e t  b e fo re ,  of c o u r s e ,  an d  the  n a m e s  

of B a s i l  and  H ippo ly tus  a r e  im p o r ta n t  to  th is  s tu d y  on ly  in  th a t  th e y  h e l p 

ed  to  p a s s  on and  r e in f o r c e  th e  d o c t r in e s  of N e o p la to n iz e d  C h r is t ia n i ty .

F o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  the  g r e a t e s t  im p o r ta n c e  of the  w r i t i n g s  of A m b ro s e  

is  th a t  th e y  r e in f o r c e d  c e r t a i n  t e n d e n c ie s  w h ich  w e r e  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  N eo p la to n ic  t e n d e n c ie s  and  the  g lo r i f ic a t io n  of v i rg in i ty .  The 

l a t t e r  w i l l  be  to u ch ed  upon in  a  l a t e r  s e c t io n ;  the  f o r m e r  e le m e n t  flow s 

in to  the  w o rk  of St. A u g u s t in e :

Not on ly  V ic to r in u s ,  bu t u l t im a te ly  a ls o  A m b ro s e  h i m s e l f ,  O p ta tu s ,  
C y p r ia n ,  and  T e r tu l l i a n  w e r e  lo s t  to  v iew  in  A u g u s t in e ;  bu t they  
m a d e  h im  the  p ro u d  s t r e a m  in  w h o se  w a te r s  the  b a n k s  a r e  m i r r o r e d  
and  on w h o se  b o s o m  the  s h ip s ,  an d  w hich  f e r t i l i s e s  a n d  p a s s e s  
th ro u g h  a  w hole  re g io n  of th e  w o r ld .  ^

T h e  in f lu en ce  of J e r o m e  on A u g u st in e  is  m o r e  p r o b le m a t i c a l .

A s w e h a v e  s e e n  b e fo re ,  J e r o m e  t r a n s l a t e d  f r o m  O r ig e n 's  w o rk s .  B e 

c a u s e  b y  h is  own a d m is s io n ,  A u g u s t in e 's  know ledge of G r e e k  w as  v e r y  

w e ak  a n d  of H e b re w  n o n e x is t e n t ,  the  in f luence  of J e r o m e ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n

1 2
Ib id . , p. 387. H a rn a c k ,  Vol. V, pp. 35 -36 .
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of the  V ulga te  m u s t  h ave  b e e n  g r e a t .  W ithout the  V u lga te , A u g u s t in e 's

w r i t in g s  w ou ld  s u r e ly  have  b e e n  s o m e w h a t  d if f e re n t .  B ut w h e th e r ,  in

add ition  to  h is  t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  J e r o m e ' s  p h ilo so p h ic  w r i t in g s  h a d  a n y

e ffe c t  is  m o r e  d if f icu l t  to s ay .  H a rn a c k  d e n ie s  any:

We m a y  d i s r e g a r d  J e r o m e ;  he  h a d  no im p o r ta n c e  f o r  A u g u s t in e ,  
o r  if he  h a d  any , i t  w as  on ly  in  c o n f i rm in g  the l a t t e r  in h is  c o n 
s e r v a t iv e  a t t i tu d e .  T h is ,  in d e ed ,  d id  no t r e f e r  to J e r o m e ' s  l e a r n 
ing, w h ich  to  A ugustine  w a s  a lw ay s  so m e th in g  u n canny  and  ev en  
s u s p ic io u s .  1

H a rn a c k  a s s e r t s  th a t  J e r o m e ' s  g r e a t e s t  e f fec t  w a s  th a t  "h is

2
w r i t in g s  im p la n te d  m o n a c h ism . " W h a te v e r  the  va lue  of th is  a s  an  

e v a lu a t io n  of J e r o m e ' s  ro le  in  the  h i s t o r y  of theo logy , h is  v a lu e  f o r  

o u r  p u r p o s e s  l i e s  no t in  h is  p h i lo so p h ic  in f lu en ce  on A u g u s t in e  o r  in  

h is  c o n tr ib u t io n  to su p p o r t in g  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  b a s e s  of a s c e t i c i s m .

He f ig u r e s  in  the  a c t iv e  im p le m e n t in g  of a s c e t i c i s m ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  w ill  

be  d i s c u s s e d  in  the  n ex t  s e c t io n .

It is  no t p o s s ib le  to  s u m m a r i z e  in  a  c h a p te r  the  thought of St. 

A u g u s t in e ;  fo r tu n a te ly ,  i t  i s  no t n e c e s s a r y  to do so . A s  w ith  P la to ,  

only  a  p a r t  of the  thought of A u g u s t in e  is  r e le v a n t  in the  h i s t o r y  of 

the  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  ju s t i f i c a t io n  of a s c e t i c i s m .  As the c o m p i le r  of 

A M o num en t to  St. A ugustine  d e f in e s  the  p u rp o s e  of th a t  w o rk ,  so  th is  

s u m m a r y  is  a d d r e s s e d  to

^Ib id . , p. 30n.

^Ibid.
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the  m o r e  g e n e r a l  a s p e c t s  of St. A u g u s t in e 's  though t:  to  St. A u g u s 
tin e  th e  P h i lo s o p h e r ,  the  S o c io lo g is t  and th e  M an of L e t t e r s ,  no t 
to St. A u gustine  the  D o c to r  of G ra c e  and  the  E c c le s io lo g i s t .  ^

In th e  l a t t e r  r o l e s ,  of c o u r s e ,  St. A u g u s t in e  h a d  a  t r e m e n d o u s  in f lu en ce  

on C h u rc h  h i s to r y  and  d o c t r in e .  In th e s e  r o l e s  h e  a l s o  w as  a n  u n c o n 

s c io u s  f o r c e  in  the  r i s e  of m o n a s t i c i s m ,  and  so  h a d  a  ro le  in  th a t  w ay  

a l s o .  But h is  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  s e r v i c e  in  the  h i s t o r y  of C h r i s t i a n  a s 

c e t i c i s m  is  in  the r e p o r t  of h is  own e x p e r ie n c e s  and  in  h is  N e o p la to n i -  

c a l ly  o r ie n te d ,  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s u p p o r t  of a s c e t i c i s m .

W hen in  the  C o n fe s s io n s  A u gustine  r e j e c t e d  h i s  s e n s u a l  f o r m e r  

l i f e ,  and  w hen  he d e fen d ed  th is  r e j e c t io n  by  m e a n s  of N eo p la to n ic  m o d e s  

of th o u g h t ,  he  d e c i s iv e ly  in t ro d u c e d  N e o p la to n ic  th o u g h t  into the  r e l i 

g ious  p h i lo so p h y  of the  W e s t  up to  the t im e  of St. T h o m a s  A q u in as  - -  

and  beyond . The e x ten t  of the  l a t e r  in f lu en ce  of th e  p s e u d o - D io n y s iu s , 

M a c ro b iu s ,  and  B o e th iu s  i s  m o r e  e a s i ly  e x p la in ed  if w e r e m e m b e r  th a t  

the  e n o rm o u s  p r e s t ig e  of A u g u s t in e  h ad  p r e p a r e d  the  w ay  f o r  the  a c c e p 

ta n c e  of N eo p la to n ic  h a b i t s  of thought. In f a c t ,  R ufus  M. J o n e s  c a l l s

2
A u g u s t in e  " the  r e a l  f a th e r  of C atho lic  m y s t i c i s m ,  " t.nd goes  on to  s ay .

T he g e n e r a l  type  of h i s  m y s t i c i s m  i s  P la to n ic .  T h e  m in d  i t s e l f ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  th a t  w h ich  i s  'a t  the top  of the  m in d ,  ' m a y  d i r e c t l y  
a p p re h e n d  Cod. 3

^T . F .  B. , A M o n u m en t to  St. A u g u s t in e  (L ondon: Sheed & W a rd ,  
1930), p . 7.

^Rufus M. J o n e s ,  S tud ies  in  M y s t ic a l  R e l ig io n  (London: M a c m il la n ,  
1909), p. 87.

^ I b id . , p. 91.
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The s y s t e m  of A quinas  gave  m u c h  l e s s  s u p p o r t  to  th is  s o r t  of 

m y s t i c a l  l e a p  th a n  d id  the s y s t e m  of A u g u s t in e .  P e r h a p s  i t  is  s i g n i f i 

can t th a t  a s c e t i c i s m  does  no t h o ld  s u c h  a  d o m in an t  p la c e  in  th e  thought 

of the  M iddle  A ges  a f t e r  A q u in a s :  A q u in as  h ad  r e j e c t e d  th a t  p a r t  of 

A u g u s t in e 's  though t w h ich  w as  c o n n e c te d  w ith  the  P la to n ic  Id e a s  in  

fa v o r  of a  m o r e  p e d e s t r i a n ,  m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l ly  r a t io n a l  m o d e  of thought. 

T h e re  is  l e s s  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  m y s t i c a l  ' l e a p s '  to know ledge  and  c o n 

ta c t  w ith  th e  d iv in e  in  the  s y s t e m  of A qu inas  w ith  i t s  e m p h a s i s  on r a t io n a l  

p r o c e s s e s  th a n  in  th a t  of A u g u s t in e  w ith  h is  a c c e p ta n c e  of the  Id eas  

w h ich  a r e  a p p re h e n d e d  no t so  m u c h  r a t io n a l ly  a s  e m o t io n a l ly .  But 

un til  the  t im e  of A q u in a s ,  the  a s c e t i c  l ife  could  be  c o u p led  w ith  a  p r o m 

is e  of m y s t i c a l  a p p re h e n s io n s  of d iv in e  t r u t h s .

Not on ly  h is  p h ilo so p h y  bu t a l s o  h is  own e x p e r ie n c e  in  the  g a rd e n  

in  M ilan  gave s u p p o r t  to th is  k in d  of m y s t i c a l  r e v e la t io n .  N e o p la to n ism  

h a d  s t a r t e d  th e  c o n v e r s io n  of A u g u s t in e  b y  sav in g  h im  f r o m  M a n ic h a e is m ;  

the  m y s t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  of h e a r in g  a  c h i ld 's  v o ice  s ay in g  " T a k e  and 

r e a d "  an d  h is  open ing  the  B ib le  im m e d ia te ly  to  the  r ig h t  p a s s a g e  fo r  

h is  s a lv a t io n  - -  th is  e x p e r ie n c e  c o m p le te d  h is  c o n v e r s io n .  It i s  no t 

s u r p r i s i n g ,  th e n ,  th a t  N e o p la to n is m  and  m y s t i c i s m  lo o m  l a r g e  in  A u g u s 

t i n e 's  p h ilo so p h y . The te x t  w h ich  ch an g ed  A u g u s t in e 's  l i f e ,  h e  s a y s ,  

is  R om . 13. 13, 14. It is  i n s t r u c t i v e  to c o m p a r e  the  te x t  w ith  h is  

a s c e t i c  b ia s  :

N ot in  r io t in g  an d  d r u n k e n n e s s , no t in  c h a m b e r in g  and  w a n to n n e s s ,  
no t in  s t r i f e  and  envying ; b u t  pu t ye on the  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,
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and  m a k e  no t p ro v is io n  f o r  th e  f le s h ,  to fu lf i l l  th e  lu s t s  
th e re o f .

N e o p la to n i s m 's  sav in g  of A u g u s t in e  f r o m  the  e r r o r s  of M a n i

c h a e i s m  w as  n o t  i t s  f i r s t  v i c to r y  o v e r  a  m y s t e r y - r e l i g i o n .  F r o m  th e  

b eg in n in g  i t  h a d  b e e n  in co n fl ic t  w ith  th e m . P o r p h y r y  te l l s  of s e v e r a l  

C h r i s t i a n  G n o s t ic s  in  I ta ly  d u r in g  the  t im e  of P lo t in u s  w ho h a d  e x h ib ited  

". . . R e v e la t io n s  b e a r in g  the  n a m e s  of Z o r o a s t e r ,  Z o s t r i a n u s ,  N ic o -  

th e u s ,  A l lo g è n e s ,  M esu s ,  and  o th e r s  of th a t  o r d e r ,  and  who c la im e d  

th a t  P la to  h a d  f a i le d  to u n d e r s ta n d  the  n a tu r e  of the  o th e r  w o r ld .  P lo t in u s  

a t t a c k e d  th e s e  p eo p le  in a  t r e a t i s e  e n t i t le d  "A g a in s t  th e  G n o s t ic s ,  " 

w h ich  is  r e p r o d u c e d  in the  s e c o n d  E n n e a d .

A t ab o u t the  s a m e  t im e  th a t  P lo t in u s  w as  w r i t i n g  a g a in s t  the  

I ta l ia n  G n o s t ic s ,  C le m en t  an d  O r ig e n  w e r e  opposing  the  G n o s t ic s ,  

C h r i s t i a n  a n d  o th e r w is e ,  in  A le x a n d r ia .  C le m en t  an d , a s  we hav e  s e e n ,  

l a t e r  O r ig e n  o p p o sed  the m is le d  G n o s t ic s  w ith  the  ' t r u e '  G n o s t ic ,  who 

a p p re h e n d e d  th e  r e a l  n a tu r e  of the  C r e a t io n  an d  of C h r i s t  the  L o g o s .

N e o p la to n is m  did y e o m a n  w o r k  a g a in s t  the  d i th e i s t i c  m y s t e r y -  

r e l ig io n s  b e c a u s e  it w as a  s y s t e m  b a s e d  on the  s u p r e m e  o r ig in a t in g  

an d  s u s ta in in g  p o w e r  of the  One. It w as  th ro u g h  t h e i r  d i th e i s m  th a t  

the  G n o s t ic s  w e r e  m o s t  v u ln e ra b le  to  N e o p la to n ism  w ith  i ts  th o ro u g h  

s y s t e m  b a s e d  on the  un ity  of th e  One, f r o m  w hich  a l l  e l s e  e m a n a te d .  T he 

One is  good, s a y s  P lo t in u s ,  and  i t  is  the  f ina l c a u se  of a l l  th a t  i s .

^En nead s ,  p.  11.
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We have s e e n  e l s e w h e re  th a t  the  Good, the P r in c i p le ,  is  s im p le x ,  
and  c o r re sp o n d in g ly ,  p r im a l  - -  f o r  the s e c o n d a ry  can  n e v e r  be s i m 
p lex : th a t  it  co n ta in s  noth ing: th a t  i t  i s  in te g r a l  Unity. ^

T hus  P lo t in u s  b e g in s  h is  t r e a t i s e  a g a in s t  th e  G n o s t ic s .  T he  F i r s t  P r i n 

c ip le ,  h e  s a y s ,  canno t b e  dual; it m u s t  be one. The id en ti ty  of the  Good 

and  the  One is  su f f ic ie n t  a n s w e r  to th o se  who p e r c e iv e  both  a  good and 

a n  ev i l  p r in c ip le  in  the  o r ig in  of a l l  th a t  is :

W hen we sp ea k  of T h e  One and w hen we sp e a k  of the  Good, we m u s t  
re c o g n iz e  an  id e n t ic a l  n a tu re  . . . . ^

T h is  u se  of the  p h i lo so p h ic a l  to  a id  the  r e l ig io u s  in  h is  own e x 

p e r i e n c e  w as only th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e  of A u g u s t in e 's  m e rg in g  of the  two; 

in d e ed ,  i t  is  d iff icu l t  to  s e p a r a t e  the  two in  h i s  thought. He b ro u g h t  

to g e th e r  N eop la to n ic  a s c e t i c i s m  and C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t io n ,  a n d  w edded  

th e m  to the  f r a m e w o r k  of C hurch  d o c t r in e .  C om plex  h im s e l f ,  A u g u st in e  

c ou ld  be g r e a t ly  in f lu en c ed  by  two su ch  d i f f e r e n t  f ig u re s  a s  P lo t in u s  

an d  T e r tu l l i a n .

It w ill  no t do to  th ink  of A u g u s t in e ,  a s  so m e  have  done, a s  a 

N e o p la to n is t  who h o ld s  h is  ph ilo sophy  in  an  u n e a sy  b a la n c e  w ith  h is  

r e l ig io n .  In c o n s is te n c ie s  th e re  c e r ta in ly  a r e  in  A u g u s t in e 's  though t - -  

h e  s aw  th is  we 11̂ enough to  w r i te  h is  R e t r a c t io n s  - -  bu t th e y  a r e  m o r e  

o f te n  th an  not w e a k n e s s e s  w hich  he  w as  le d  in to  in  th e  h e a t  of c o n t r o 

v e r s y .  As we can  s e e  in  the C o n fe s s io n s , A u g u st in e  u n d e rs to o d  p r e t ty  

w e l l  h is  deb t to N e o p la to n ism , and h is  e n u m e r a t io n  of the  w ay s  in  w hich

^ Ib id . , p. 132. ^Ibid.
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the  N e o p la to n is t s  d i f f e r e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  f r o m  the  C h r i s t i a n s  is  s t i l l  a  

good b eg in n in g  on the  s u b je c t .  But A ugustine  a d d ed  to  th a t  p h ilo so p h y  

e le m e n ts  to ta l ly  fo re ig n  to  i t  b e fo re  - -  f i r s t ,  a  R e d e e m e r  who h a d  

b e c o m e  f le s h .  O r ig e n  h a d  done  th is  b e fo re ,  of c o u r s e ,  b u t  h e  h a d  

fa i l e d  to  a d d  two o th e r  e le m e n ts  - - a  s e n s e  of the p e r v a s iv e n e s s  of 

s in  in  h u m a n  n a tu r e  and  the  a s s e r t i o n  of the  to ta l  in a b i l i ty  of m a n  to 

a id  in  h i s  own sa lv a t io n .

B e fo re  A u g u s t in e ,  O r ig e n  h a d  em p lo y ed  N e o p la to n is m  in  c o n 

s t r u c t in g  a  r e l ig io u s  p h ilo so p h y ;  b u t  O r ig e n  h a d  th ough t of ev il  in m o r e  

s t r i c t l y  N e o p la to n ic  t e r m s .  O r ig e n  f o r e s a w  a  s u c c e s s io n  of w o r ld s  

in  w h ich  s o u ls  w e re  a t t r a c t e d  down to  m a t t e r ,  on ly  to  e s c a p e  f r o m  it  

b a c k  up to  the  s p i r i tu a l  w o r ld .  E v i l  f o r  O rig en ,  th e n ,  w as  on ly  a  

t e m p o r a r y  co n d itio n  of the  so u l  in  i ts  co n tac t  w ith  m a t t e r .  B e c a u s e  

he  d id  n o t  hav e  a  s e n s e  of the  s in fu ln e s s  of h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  he  d id  no t 

p ro v id e  f o r  any  p u n ish m e n t  a f t e r  d e a th .  E x i s te n c e  f o r  h im  w as  a  

s u c c e s s io n  of p u r ify in g  e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  a l l  so u ls .  A s  m e n t io n e d  e a r l i e r ,  

th e  id e a  of s in  fo r  P lo t in u s  w ou ld  h av e  b e e n  m e a n in g le s s .  I n s o f a r  a s  

it  w as  a b le ,  the  sou l t r i e d  to e s c a p e  f r o m  m a t t e r  a n d  r e t u r n  to  the  

s p i r i t u a l  w o r ld ;  e x is te n c e  in  the  f l e s h  w as  d a m n a t io n  enough. A u g u s 

tin e  w as  th e  f i r s t  g r e a t  th in k e r  to add  to the  N eo p la to n ic  s c a le  of be in g  

th e  s e n s e  of th e  s in fu ln e s s  a n d  co m p le te  u n w o r th in e s s  of a l l  th a t  e x 

i s t e d  b e lo w  the  le v e l  of the  a n g e ls .



80

In h is  c a r e e r  A u g u s t in e  w as  en g ag ed  a g a in s t  th r e e  g r e a t  h e r e s i e s :  

the  M a n ic h a e a n ,  the  D o n a t is t ,  and  the  P e la g ia n .  We h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  

how a g a in s t  the  d i th e i s m  of the  f i r s t  cou ld  b e  e m p lo y ed  th e  N e o p la to n is t  

a r g u m e n ts  f o r  the  s in g le  o r ig in  of a l l  th in g s .  A g a in s t  th e  D o n a t i s t s ,  

he  a s s e r t e d  th e  p r i m a c y  of the  C h u rch  a n d  i t s  e t e r n a l  e x i s t e n c e .  A g a in s t  

the  P e la g ia n s ,  he  c l a r i f i e d  the  d o c t r in e  of g r a c e  and m a n 's  t o t a l  h e l p 

l e s s n e s s  w ith o u t i t .  A lso  a g a in s t  the  P e l a g i a n s ,  he e l a b o r a t e d  the  d o c 

t r i n e  of o r ig in a l  s in  and  th e  F a l l  b ro u g h t  a b o u t by  A d a m 's  c o r r u p t e d  w ill .

Not in  s e c lu s io n  b u t  a c t iv e ly  e n g ag e d  in  seek in g  h is  ow n w ay  out 

of in t e l l e c tu a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  d i f f ic u l t ie s  d id  A u g u s t in e  d e v e lo p  h is  thought. 

In h i s  a n s w e r s  to  th e  r i v a l  d o c t r in e s  of th e  t h r e e  h e r e s i e s ,  A u g u s t in e  

c r e a t e d  th e  b a s e s  of h is  own though t.  A g a in s t  the  M a n ic h a e a n s ,  he  

d e v e lo p e d  h is  id e a s  c o n c e rn in g  the  f r e e d o m  of the  w il l  an d  th e  n a tu r e  of 

God. A g a in s t  the  D o n a t i s t s ,  he  d ev e lo p e d  h i s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  though t.

And a g a in s t  the  P e la g ia n s ,  h e  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p e d  h is  th o u g h ts  on  h e r e d i 

t a r y  s in ,  th e  c o r r u p te d  w i l l  w h ich  ye t is  f r e e ,  the  n e c e s s i t y  of g r a c e  

f o r  s a lv a t io n ,  and  the  d o c t r in e  of v i t ia te d  n a tu r e  w hich  le d  h i m  to d e 

c l a r e  th a t  a f t e r  the  F a l l ,  s e x  h a d  tu rn e d  to  e v i l  lu s t .

P e r h a p s  w ith  no o th e r  p h i lo s o p h e r  - -  c e r t a in ly  w ith  n o n e  of 

th o se  s tu d ie d  so  f a r  - -  w e r e  a c tu a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and  the  p r o g r e s s  of 

thought so  a l l ie d  a s  in  the  c a s e  of A u g u s t in e .  He w as  a n  a d h e r e n t  of 

o r  ch ie f  a d v e r s a r y  of e v e r y  m a jo r  s y s t e m  of h is  day. B e fo re  h is  c o n 

v e r s i o n  to  the  fo u r th ,  C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  w as  c o m p le te d ,  he  w en t s u c c e s s iv e ly
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th ro u g h  the  th r e e  m a j o r  s y s t e m s  of h is  t im e  - -  M a n ic h a e is m ,  S c e p t ic i s m ,  

an d  N e o p la to n ism . A f te r  h is  c o n v e r s io n ,  h e  w ro te  a g a in s t  the  f i r s t  

tw o, though  he  w as  n e v e r  qu ite  ab le  to  r e p u d ia te ,  even  in te l le c tu a l ly ,  

th e  t h i r d .  He a lso  w ro te  a g a in s t  the  two o th e r  (b e s id e s  M a n ic h a e ism )  

h e r e s i e s  of the  t im e  - -  th e  D o n a t is t  an d  the  P e la g ia n .

B e c a u se  A u g u s t in e  w as  invo lved  in  v i r t u a l ly  e v e ry th in g  w h ich  

c h a l le n g e d  t r a d i t io n a l  C h r i s t i a n  thought, h i s  though t w as  m o ld ed  on the 

an v i l  of e x p e r ie n c e .  B e c a u s e  th is  i s  t r u e ,  a n  e x a m in a t io n  of h is  b i o 

g ra p h y  s e e m s  a  good w a y  of be in g  a  s tu d y  of h i s  though t - -  o r  a t  

a n y  r a t e  th a t  p o r t io n  of i t  w h ich  b e a r s  on a s c e t i c i s m .  T h is  s e e m s  e s 

p e c ia l ly  f r u i t fu l  b e c a u s e  h i s  C o n fe ss io n s  is  a t  once  h i s  m o s t  b io g r a p h i 

c a l  w o rk  - -  be in g  a  r e c o r d  of h is  in t e l le c tu a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e lo p m en t  

a n d  a l s o  h i s  m o s t  m y s t i c a l .

A s  D om  C u th b e r t  B u t l e r  s a y s ,

St. A u g u s t in e 's  C o n fe s s io n s  is  a  C h r i s t i a n  c l a s s i c  so w id e ly  r e a d  
th a t  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  am o n g  the  b e s t  know n in  h i s to r y .  ^

A b r i e f  sk e tc h  of h is  l i f e  up to  h is  c o n ta c t  w ith  N e o p la to n ism , t h e r e f o r e ,

2
sh o u ld  su ff ic e  to b r in g  h i s  e a r ly  life  to  m in d .  He w as  b o r n  a t  T a g a s te ,  

n o t  f a r  f r o m  C a r th a g e ,  in  354, the  son  of a  C h r i s t i a n  m o th e r  an d  a  

m i d d l e - c l a s s ,  p a g an  f a t h e r  - -  M onn ica  a n d  P a t r i c i u s .  The v e r y  d i f f e r e n t

^Dom C u th b e r t  B u t l e r ,  W e s te rn  M y s t i c i s m  (London: C o n s ta b le ,  
1922; r e p r .  Dublin : A r r o w  B ooks, 1960), p .  79.

2
F o r  a  d i s c u s s io n  of A u g u s t in e 's  e a r ly  p e r io d ,  s e e  W. J .  S p a r ro w  

S im p so n ,  St. A u g u s t in e 's  C o n v e rs io n  (New Y ork: M a c m il la n ,  1930).
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c h a r a c t e r s  of the  two gave to A ugustine  a  c o m p le x  n a tu re  - - a t  once  

p a s s io n a te  and  in te l le c tu a l  l ik e  h is  f a t h e r ' s ,  and p a t ie n t  and  o pen  l ik e  

h is  m o t h e r ' s .  A u g u s t in e 's  m o th e r  b o re  w ith  s a in t ly  fo r b e a r a n c e  the  

in f id e l i t ie s  an d  v io le n t  t e m p e r  of h is  f a th e r ;  and P a t r i c i u s  w as a t  l a s t  

c o n v e r te d  and  b a p t iz e d  j u s t  b e fo re  h is  d e a th  in 370.

B oth  M onnica  an d  P a t r i c i u s  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  ta le n t s  of t h e i r  son , 

and  th o u g h t he w as  no t b a p t iz e d  e a r ly ,  he  w a s  e n r o l l e d  a s  a  c a te c h u m e n  

w hile  y e t  a  ch ild . P a t r i c i u s  su p p lem en te d  h is  e d u c a t io n  w ith  i n s t r u c 

t ion  in  th e  c l a s s i c s .  A t e le v e n  A ugustine  w as  r e a d y  fo r  a d v an c e d  s tu d ie s  

and  w a s  s e n t  to  M a d a u ra ,  tw en ty  m i le s  so u th  of T a g a s te .  He r e m a in e d  

th e r e  u n ti l  he  w as  s ix te e n ,  b eco m in g  w e l l -g ro u n d e d  in  the c l a s s i c a l  

a u th o r s  and  in c r e a s in g ly  sk i l l fu l  in  L a t in  g r a m m a r  and  r h e to r i c  - -  

though h e  f a i le d  to  g a in  m o r e  th an  a  s l ig h t  k now ledge  of G re ek .  F o r  

a  y e a r  h e  w as  f o r c e d  to  be id le  in  T a g a s te  th ro u g h  a  la c k  of fu n d s ,  bu t 

a t  s e v e n te e n  h e  w en t off to  s ch o o l  in C a r th a g e  a id e d  by  a  w e a lth y  f e l lo w - 

to w n s m a n  n a m e d  R o m a n ia n u s .  He w as so o n  the  b e s t  s tu d en t  in  the 

r h e to r i c  sch o o l  in  C a r th a g e .  ^

In C a r th a g e  i t  w a s ,  h e  s a y s ,  th a t  he  b e c a m e  the s e r v a n t  of h is  

p h y s ic a l  d e s i r e s ,  no t to  be  f r e e d  fo r  m an y  y e a r s :

To love  and to  be  lo v ed  w as  sw ee t  to m e ,  an d  a l l  the  m o r e  w hen  I 
s u c c e e d e d  in  en joy ing  the  p e r s o n  I loved . I b e fo u led  the  s p r in g  
of f r i e n d s h ip  w ith  the  f i l th  of c o n cu p isc en c e ,  and  I d im m e d  its

^V ern o n  J .  B o u rk e ,  A u g u s t in e 's  Q u es t  of W isd o m  (M ilw aukee: 
B ru c e ,  1945), p. 16.
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l u s t r e  w ith  the  h e l l  of lu s t f u ln e s s ;  a n d  y e t ,  fou l and  d i s h o n o ra b le  
a s  I w a s ,  I c r a v e d ,  th ro u g h  an  e x c e s s  of vanity , to  be though t e le g a n t  
and  u rb a n e .  I fe l l  p r e c ip i t a t e ly ,  th en ,  in to  the  love  in  w h ich  I 
lo n g ed  to be e n s n a r e d .^

At the  ag e  of s ix te e n  A u g u s t in e  h a d  by h is  m i s t r e s s  a  so n  w hom  th ey

c a l le d  A d e o d a tu s ,  ' th e  g if t  of God. '

A t n in e te e n  - -  j u s t  w hen  A u g u st in e  h a d  beg u n  to fe e l  a  r e s t l e s s

n e e d  f o r  so m eth in g  m o r e  th a n  he h ad  found  in  h is  r h e to r i c  c l a s s e s  and

in  h i s  l i f e  w ith  h is  m i s t r e s s  and  ch ild  - - h e  r e a d  the  H o r te n s iu s  of

C ic e r o ,  w h ich  p r a i s e d  th e  th in g s  of the m in d  o v e r  th o se  of the  body .

B o u rk e  c o m m e n ts  on th is  w o rk .

T he  f r a g m e n ta r y  q u o ta t io n s  f r o m  th is  w o rk ,  now a v a i la b le ,  a r e  not 
a t  a l l  s t r ik in g ,  b u t  A u g u s t in e  w as p ro b a b ly  j u s t  a t  a  p o in t in  h is  
in te l le c tu a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  a t  w h ich  he  w a s  r e a d y  to  b e g in  to  th in k  
of the  m o r e  s e r io u s  p r o b le m s  of l i f e .  H i th e r to ,  he  h a d  b e e n  i n 
t e r e s t e d  ch ie f ly  in  q u e s t io n s  of f o r m ,  of e le g a n c e  in  s p e e c h .
W ith  the  r e a d in g  of the  H o r te n s iu s ,  h is  m in d  w as  tu r n e d  to  the  
q u e s t  of t ru th ,  of the  w is d o m  of p h i lo s o p h e r s .

In B ook III of the C o n f e s s io n s , A u g u st in e  h i m s e l f  g ra p h ic a l ly  d e s c r ib e s

th e  e f fe c t  of the  w o rk  on  h im :

How a r d e n t  w as  I th e n ,  m y  God, how  a r d e n t  to  f ly  f r o m  e a r th ly  
th in g s  to  Thee! ^

In f lam e d  a s  he  w a s ,  A u gustine  tu r n e d  f r o m  th e  H o r te n s iu s  to  

S c r ip t u r e ,  on ly  to  be  d is a p p o in te d :

^St. A u g u s t in e ,  C o n f e s s io n s , t r a n s .  J .  J . P i lk in g to n  ("N icene  
an d  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s , "  Vol. I), p. 60 . C i ted  h e r e a f t e r  a s  C o n fe s s io n s .

2
B ou rk e ,  pp. 16 -17 .

^ C o n f e s s io n s ,  p. 62.
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. . . n o t  a s  w hen  now I s p e a k  did  I fe e l  w hen  I tu r n e d  to w a rd s  th o se  
S c r i p t u r e s ,  bu t th e y  a p p e a r e d  to m e  to be  u n w o rth y  to  be c o m p a r e d  
w ith  th e  d ig n ity  of T u l ly ;  f o r  m y  in f la te d  p r id e  sh u n n ed  t h e i r  s ty le ,  
n o r  co u ld  the  s h a r p n e s s  of m y  w it p i e r c e  t h e i r  i n n e r  m e a n in g .  ^

D isa p p o in te d ,  he  tu r n e d  to  M a n ic h a e is m ,  w h ich  he  p r o f e s s e d  f o r  a lm o s t

te n  y e a r s .

N e o p la to n is m ,  a s  w e  h a v e  see n ,  h a s  a  te n d e n c y  to  be  d u a l i s t i c ;  

bu t th e  d e s c r ip t i o n  p a le s  b e f o r e  the  e x t r e m i ty  of the  M a n ic h a e is t  d u a l i s m .  

As A lb e r t  H. N ew m an  s a y s ,  "M ani ta u g h t  d u a l i s m  in  i t s  m o s t  u n q u a l i 

f ie d  s e n s e .  In th is  r e g a r d  N ew m an  quo tes  a  p a s s a g e  f r o m  the  K itab  

a l  F i h r i s t  - -  w ith  A u g u s t in e ,  one of the  few  r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s  of i n f o r m a 

tio n  ab o u t  M a n ic h a e is m :

M ani t e a c h e s :  Two s u b s i s t e n c e s  f o r m  the  b eg in n in g  of th e  w o r ld ,  
th e  one l ig h t  the  o th e r  d a r k n e s s ;  the  two a r e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  e ach  
o th e r .  T he  l ig h t  i s  th e  f i r s t  m o s t  g lo r io u s  b e in g ,  l im i t e d  by  no 
n u m b e r ,  God h i m s e l f ,  m o s t  g lo r io u s  b e in g ,  l im i t e d  b y  no n u m b e r ,  
God h i m s e l f ,  the  K ing  of th e  P a r a d i s e  of L ig h t ,  w ith  t h e s e  h i s  
a t t r i b u t e s ,  i s  w ith o u t  b eg in n in g ,  bu t w ith  h im  two e q u a l ly  e t e r n a l  
th in g s  l ik e w is e  e x i s t ,  th e  one the a tm o s p h e r e ,  th e  o th e r  the  e a r th  
. . . .  The  o th e r  b e in g  is  the  d a r k n e s s  . . . .  M ani t e a c h e s :  
th a t  th e  l igh t s u b s i s t e n c e  b o r d e r s  im m e d ia te ly  on the  d a r k  s u b 
s i s t e n c e ,  w ith o u t  a  d iv id in g  w a ll  b e tw ee n  th e m ; the  l ig h t  to u c h es  
w ith  i t s  ( low est) s id e  the  d a r k n e s s ,  w h ile  u p w a rd s  to  th e  r ig h t  
an d  le f t  i t  i s  unbounded . E v en  so the  d a r k n e s s  is  e n d le s s  dow n- 
w a r d s  an d  to  the  r ig h t  an d  le f t .

^Ib id .

2
A lb e r t  H . N ew m an , "T h e  M a n ic h a e a n  H e r e s y ,  " (N icene  

and  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s , "  Vol. IV), p. 11.

^Ibid.
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N e w m an  c o m m e n ts  th a t  " th is  r e p r e s e n t s  M a n i 's  v iew  of the  e t e r n a l l y  

e x i s t e n t  s ta tu s  qu o , b e f o r e  the  co n f l ic t  b e g an ,  an d  the e n d le s s  s ta t e  

a f t e r  the  co n f l ic t  c e a s e s .

M ani h a d  an  a n s w e r  to  the  q u e s t io n  of w hy  the  two k in g d o m s

d id  n o t r e m a in  s e p a r a te d :

T h e  P r i n c e s  of D a r k n e s s  b e c a m e  e n a m o r e d  of the  l igh t and  la u n ch e d  
an  a t t a c k  upon the  r e a l m  of S p ir i t .  To m e e t  th is  a t t a c k  God s e n t  
fo r th  an  e m a n a t io n  of H im s e l f ,  c a l le d  P r i m a r y  M an (P r i m u s  H o m o ), 
to  do b a t t l e  w ith  th e  d e m o n s .  But P r i m a r y  M an w as  a t  f i r s t  o v e r 
w h e lm e d  by  E b l i s ,  th e  l e a d e r  of the  d e m o n s ,  an d  a  p a r t  of h is  
p an o p ly  (the f ive  p u r e  e le m e n ts )  w as  ta k e n  f r o m  h im . T h e n  the  
God of L ig h t  H im s e l f ,  w ith  the  a s s i s t a n c e  of so m e  new  a e o n s ,  
r e s c u e d  P r i m a r y  M an. But P r i m o r d i a l  M an h ad  a l r e a d y  lo s t  to  
E b l i s  h is  f ive  ' f i n e r  e l e m e n t s '  (the G en tle  B r e e z e ,  the  W ind, the  
L ig h t ,  the  W a te r ,  th e  F i r e ) .  F iv e  e l e m e n t s  of d a r k n e s s  (Sm oke, 
B u rn in g ,  D a r k n e s s ,  H ot W ind, an d  C loud) h a d  b e c o m e  m ix e d  w ith  
t h e s e ,  and  so  the  f i n e r  e le m e n ts  w e re  t r a p p e d .  To l i b e r a t e  th e s e  
f i n e r  e l e m e n t s ,  the  God of L igh t th en  c r e a t e d  the  v is ib le  w o r ld  
f r o m  th e s e  m in g le d  e l e m e n t s ,  and  th is  c r e a t e d  a c t  w as  the  b e 
g inn ing  of the  l i b e r a t i o n  of the  im p r i s o n e d  e le m e n ts  . . . .  Now 
the  sun  w as  the  ab o d e  of P r i m o r d i a l  M an . W hen the  su n  h a d  
r e c e iv e d  a l l  the  l ig h t  th a t  cou ld  p o s s ib ly  b e  l i b e r a t e d  b y  b e in g  
cau g h t in b u c k e ts  an d  p o u re d  in to  i t  , a  f i r e  w ould  be  k in d le d  on 
th e  e a r th  to  b u r n  fo r  1468 y e a r s ,  w hen  no l ig h t  w ould  be  le f t ;  th en  
th e  K ing of D a r k n e s s  and  h is  d em o n s  w o u ld  w ith d ra w  in to  th e  p i t  
p r e p a r e d  f o r  th e m  b e n e a th  t h e i r  k in g d o m  of d a r k n e s s .  ^

T o  th is  g r e a t ly  a l t e r e d  Z o r o a s t r i a n  s c h e m e ,  M ani a d d ed  e le m e n ts  

f ro m  Scrip ture  (though n o t  n e a r l y  so  m a n y  a s  l a t e r  M a n ic h a e a n s ) .  The 

P r i m o r d i a l  M an w as  n o t  A d a m , bu t p r e c e d e d  A dam . As a  p a r t  of the

^Ib id .

2
S tan ley  R. H o p p e r ,  "T h e  A nti M a n ic h a e a n  W r i t i n g s , "  A C o m pan ion  

to  th e  S tudy of St. A u g u s t in e , ed . Roy W. B a t te n h o u se  (New Y o rk :  O xford  
U n iv . ,  1955), pp . 151-52 .
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K ingdom , the  f o r m e r  w as  an  aeon  and t h e r e f o r e  p u re ly  s p i r i tu a l .  The 

K ingdom  of D a rk n e s s  w as  m a te r i a l ;  and  a l l  th a t  b e tw ee n  the  two k in g 

do m s w a s  a  m ix tu re  of the  two b ro u g h t abou t by  d em o n s  t ry in g  to  c ap tu re  

l ig h t  a f t e r  the d e fea t  of P r i m o r d i a l  Man.

H e re u p o n ,  one of th e s e  A rc h - f ie n d s  an d  [ o n e j  of the  S ta r s ,  and 
O v e r m a s te r in g  V io le n ce ,  A v a r ic e ,  L u s t ,  and  Sin, co p u la ted ,  and  
f r o m  t h e i r  co pu la t ion  s p ra n g  the  f i r s t  m a n ,  who is  A dam , two A r c h 
f ie n d s ,  a  m a le  and  a  f e m a le ,  d i r e c t in g  the p r o c e s s .  A seco n d  
co p u la t io n  fo llow ed and  f r o m  th is  s p ra n g  th e  b eau ti fu l  w o m an  who 
is  E v e .  ^

W hen the  A nge ls  saw  w hat h ad  h ap p en ed , th ey  p r a y e d  fo r  som eone  

to  f r e e  m a n ;  in  r e s p o n s e ,  J e s u s  w as s e n t ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  a  god. T h ese  

two s e i z e d  the  A r c h - f ie n d s  an d  im p r i s o n e d  th e m , f r e e in g  A d am  and E ve .

J e s u s  w a rn e d  A d a m  of E v e 's  v io le n t  im p o r tu n i ty ,  an d  A dam  
o b ey ed  h is  in ju n c tio n  no t to go n e a r  h e r .  One of the  A rc h - f ie n d s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  b eg a t  w ith  h e r  a  son n a m e d  C ain , who in t u r n  b e g a t  A bel 
of h is  m o th e r ,  and  a f te r w a r d s  two m a id e n s .  W o r ld ly -w is e  and  
D a u g h te r - o f - A v a r ic e .  C ain  took  the  f i r s t  to  wife and  gave the  
o th e r  to A bel. An a n g e l  hav ing  b e g o t te n  of W o r ld ly -w ise  two b e a u t i 
fu l d a u g h te r s ,  R a u f a r ja d  and  B a r f a r j a d ,  A be l a c c u s e d  C ain  of the 
a c t .  C ain  e n ra g e d  by  the  a c c u s a t io n  s lew  A be l and took  W o rld ly -  
w is e  to  w ife . So f a r  A d a m  h ad  kep t h im s e l f  p u re ,  bu t E ve  w as 
i n s t r u c t e d  by a d e m o n  in  the  a r t  of e n ch an tin g , and  she  w as  enab led  
to  e x c i te  h is  lu s t  and  e n t r a p  h im . B y  A d a m  she  b o re  a  b eau ti fu l  
so n ,  w hom  the d em o n  u rg e d  Eve to d e s t r o y .  A dam  s to le  the  child  
aw ay  and  b ro u g h t  i t  up . . . . T h is  so n  w as  n a m e d  Seth  . . . .
A d a m  once m o r e  y ie ld e d  to E v e 's  f a s c in a t io n s ,  bu t th ro u g h  S e th 's  
e x h o r ta t io n s  w as  in d u ced  to f lee  'e a s tw a r d  to  the l ig h t  and  the  
w is d o m  of God. ' A d am , Seth, R a u fa r ja d ,  B a r f a r j a d ,  and  W o rld ly -  
w is e  d ied  and  w en t to  P a r a d i s e ;  w hile  E v e ,  C ain , and  D a u g h e r -  
o f - A v a r ic e  w en t to  H e ll .  ^

It sh o u ld  be r e m a r k e d  th a t ,  un like  A d am , E ve  w as  b o rn  w ith  on ly  a  tiny

s p a r k  of l igh t.

1 2 N ew m an, p. 14. Ib id . , p. 15.
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In the  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l ic a t io n  of M a n i 's  te a c h in g  in  the  c u lt ,  two 

k inds of b e l i e v e r s  a r e  d e s c r ib e d ,  the  E le c t  o r  P e r f e c t  and  the  H e a r e r s , 

a  d iv is io n  to  c r o p  up in  l a t e r  h e r e s i e s  su ch  a s  the  C a th a r i s t ,  The 

E le c t  a r e  th o s e  who devote  th e m s e lv e s  to  a  r ig id  a s c e t i c i s m .  M ani 

s a y s .

It i s  in c u m b e n t  upon h im  who w il l  e n t e r  into the  r e l ig io n  th a t  he  
p ro v e  h im s e l f ,  and  th a t  if he  s e e s  th a t  he  is  a b le  to subdue lu s t  
an d  a v a r i c e ,  to le a v e  off e a t in g  of a l l  k in d s  of f l e s h ,  the  d r i n k 
ing  of w in e ,  and  co nnub ia l i n t e r c o u r s e ,  and  to  w ith o ld  h im s e l f  
f r o m  w h a t  is  in ju r io u s  in  w a te r ,  f i r e ,  m a g ic  an d  h y p o c r is y ,  he 
m a y  e n t e r  in to  the  r e l ig io n ;  b u t  if no t l e t  h im  a b s ta in  f r o m  e n t e r 
ing . B ut if  he  lo v es  r e l ig io n ,  y e t  i s  no t a b le  to  r e p r e s s  s e n s u a l i ty  
an d  a v a r i c e ,  y e t  he  m a y  m a k e  h im s e l f  s e r v i c e a b l e  f o r  the  m a i n 
te n a n c e  of r e l ig io n  a n d  of the  T ru th fu l  ^ i. e. the  E l e c t  J  , and  
m a y  m e e t  (offset) h is  c o r r u p t  d e ed s  th ro u g h  the  u s e  of o p p o r tu n i 
t i e s  w h e r e  he  w ho lly  g iv e s  h im s e l f  up to  a c t iv i ty ,  r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  
z e a lo u s  w a tc h f u ln e s s ,  p r a y e r  an d  p io u s  h u m il ia t io n ;  f o r  th is  
su f f ic e s  h im  in  th is  t r a n s i t o r y  w o r ld  and  in  th e  fu tu re  e t e r n a l   ̂
w o r ld ,  an d  h is  f o r m  in  the  l a s t  day  w i l l  be  th e  s e c o n d  f o r m .  . . .

T h is  i s  the  s y s t e m  to w h ich  A u g u s t in e  p a id  a l le g ia n c e  f o r  a lm o s t  

te n  y e a r s  of h i s  l i fe .  T h is  a c c o u n t  of i t  h a s  b e e n  so m e w h a t  e x ten d ed  

b e c a u s e  i t  is  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  of a l l  the  h e r e s i e s  in  i t s  in f lu en ce ,  

an d  a l s o  b e c a u s e  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  the  m o s t  e x t r e m e  f o r m  of the  d u a l i s m  

and  h a t r e d  of the  m a t e r i a l  w h ich  is  a lw ay s  a  te n d e n c y  in  a s c e t i c i s m .  It 

not on ly  in f lu e n c e d  the  r i s e  of l a t e r  h e r e s i e s  s u c h  a s  the  A lb ig e n s ia n  

and  C a t h a r i s t ,  bu t i t  a l s o  w a s  s t i l l  a  m a j o r  p r o b le m  in  i t s  own r ig h t  

in the  t im e  of A q u in as ,  who, a c c o rd in g  to  a  fa m o u s  a n e c d o te ,  w as  lo s t  

in th o ugh t a t  a  b an q u e t  fo r  so m e  t im e ,  th e n  su d d en ly  b ro u g h t  h is  f i s t

^ I b i d . , pp. 1 5 -16 .
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c r a s h in g  down on a ta b le  a n d  e x c la im e d ,  "And th a t  sh o u ld  s e t t le  the 

M a n ic h e e s .  " P e r h a p s  the  s e c r e t  of its  long l ife  l i e s  in i ts  u se  of 

S c r ip t u r e  f o r  its  own p u r p o s e s ,  and  in  i t s  e x a g g e r a t io n  of w hat w as 

a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  in v a r io u s  a s c e t i c  s y s te m s .

F o r  a lm o s t  te n  y e a r s ,  th e n ,  A u g u st in e  g ave  a t  l e a s t  i n t e l l e c 

tu a l  a s s e n t ,  if not e m o t io n a l  c o m m itm e n t ,  to a n  e x t r e m e l y  d u a l i s t ic ,  

e x t r e m e l y  (at l e a s t  in th e o ry )  a s c e t i c  s y s te m .  B ook V of the  C o n fe s - 

s io n s  t e l l s  how he b e g a n  to  do u b t M a n ic h a e is m .  It w a s  the  co sm o lo g y , 

he  s a y s ,  w h ich  he  f i r s t  b e g a n  to  doubt. The p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  say s  A u g u s 

t in e ,  w o rk e d  out a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  s y s t e m  of a s t r o n o m y ,  fo re te l l in g  

e c l i p s e s ,  eq u in o x es ,  s o l s t i c e s ,  and  o th e r  p h e n o m e n a  no t ta k e n  into 

a c c o u n t  in  the  M a n ic h a e a n  s y s t e m .  "N o r  d id  t h e i r  c a lc u la t io n s  fa i l  

th e m ;  a n d  i t  c am e  to p a s s  e v en  a s  they  fo re to ld .

T h e s e  and  o th e r  d o u b ts  A u g u s t in e  s a y s  h e  a l l a y e d  in  a n t i c i p a 

t io n  of th e  co m in g  of th e  g r e a t  M a n ic h a ea n  b is h o p ,  F a u s t u s ,  who w as  

to a n s w e r  h is  q u e s t io n s .  A u g u s t in e  soon  found, h o w e v e r ,  th a t  F a u s tu s  

w as  s im p ly  a n  e le g a n t  o r a t o r ,  to ta l ly  unab le  to r e s o lv e  h is  doubts .

He b e g a n  to  tu r n  f r o m  the  M a n ic h a ea n ,  and  s a id  of th e  e x p e r ie n c e  

l a t e r ,

T h u s  th a t  F a u s tu s ,  w ho h a d  e n t ra p p e d  so  m a n y  to  t h e i r  dea th , - -  
n e i t h e r  w ill ing  n o r  w it t in g  i t ,  - -  now b e g a n  to  lo o s e n  the  s n a r e  
in to  w h ich  I had  b e e n  ta k e n .  ^

1 2 
C o n f e s s io n s , p. 80. Ibid. , p. 83.
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Of th is  t im e  in  A u g u s t in e 's  l i f e ,  N ew m an  c o m m e n ts ,

F r o m  th is  t im e  A u g u s t in 's  fa i th  w as  shaken , and  he w as  soon  
a b le  to  th ro w  off c o m p le te ly  the  yoke th a t  had  b e co m e  too g r ie v o u s  
to  be  b o rn e .  But to  r e j e c t  M a n ic h a e is m  w as no t n e c e s s a r i l y  to 
b e c o m e  an  o rth o d o x  C h r i s t i a n .  A u g u s t in  finds  h im s e l f  s t i l l  g r e a t ly  
p e rp le x e d  about the  n a tu r e  of God and  the  o r ig in  of ev il ,  p ro b le m s  
th e  so m ew h a t  p la u s ib le  M a n ic h a e a n  so lu t io n s  of w hich  had  e n s n a r e d  
h im .

A f te r  he  beg an  to  doubt the  p o s s ib i l i ty  of finding any  t ru th ,  

A u g u s t in e  w as  a t t r a c t e d  f o r  a  l i t t l e  w h ile  to S c e p t ic is m ,  bu t th en  he 

b e g a n  to  r e a d  's o m e  w r i t in g s  of the  P l a t o n i s t s '  - -  a lm o s t  c e r t a in ly  

t r a n s l a t i o n s  of P lo t in u s .  As h e  h im s e l f  u n d e rs to o d ,  it w as  N e o p la to n is m  

w h ic h  e n a b le d  h im  f in a l ly  to  r e j e c t  th e  l in g e r in g  in f lu en c es  of M a n i 

c h a e i s m .  He s t i l l  b e l ie v e d ,  h e  s a y s ,  f i r s t  in "two m a s s e s ,  the  one

o p p o se d  to  the  o th e r ,  bo th  in f in i te ,  b u t  th e  ev il  m o r e  c o n t r a c te d ,  the

2
good m o r e  e x p an s iv e .  " T he  n a tu r e  of C h r i s t  he  a l s o  s t i l l  m i s u n d e r 

s to o d ;  th e  M an ic h a ea n s  c a l le d  th e  su n  'C h r i s t '  and  w o rs h ip p e d  it.

E v e n  a f t e r  h e  h ad  r e j e c t e d  the  fa i th ,  he  s a y s ,  he  s t i l l  b e l ie v e d  C h r i s t

to  h a v e  b e en  r e a c h e d  f o r ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  f o r  o u r  s a lv a t io n  out of the  
lu m p  of Thy  m o s t  e ffu lg en t m a s s  . . . .  I w as  a f r a id  . . . to  b e 
l ie v e  H im  b o rn  in the f le s h ,  l e s t  I sh o u ld  be c o m p e l led  to b e l ie v e  
H im  c o n ta m in a te d  by  th e  f le s h .  ^

A s we have  s e e n ,  the  f i r s t  b e l ie f  - -  in  an  e x t r e m e  d u a l i s m  - -  

cou ld  be  s u c c e s s fu l ly  o p p o sed  b y  N e o p la to n ism . As fo r  the  s e c o n d  of 

th e s e  - -  the  b e l ie f  in  the  c o r r u p t io n  of the  s p i r i t  by the  f le s h  - - i t

1 2N ew m an, p. 27. C o n fe s s io n s , p. 86.

^Ibid. , p. 87.
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is  not so  c l e a r  th a t  A u g u s t in e  e v e r  c o m p le te ly  d iv e s te d  h im s e l f  of th a t .  

N e o p la to n ism  did  n o t  so lv e  a l l  of h is  p ro b le m s  - - i t  had  i t s  own i n 

h e r e n t  ten d en cy  to  a k in d  of C a r te s i a n  b o d y - s p i r i t  d ich o to m y  - -  bu t it  

did  enab le  h im  c o m p le te ly  to r id  h im s e l f  of the  s p e c i f ic a l ly  M a n ic h a e a n  

d o c t r i n e s .

In the  f i r s t  p la c e  N e o p la to n ism  a n s w e r e d  A u g u s t in e 's  m o s t  b a s ic  

q u es t io n s  abou t th e  n a tu r e  of God. As N ew m an  s a y s ,  f o r  a lm o s t  a l l  

the  s ta t e m e n ts  ab o u t  God w hich  can  be found in  th e  s t r i c t l y  a n t i - M a n i 

c h aean  w r i t in g s ,  , an  a lm o s t  ex ac t  p a r a l l e l  can  be p o in ted  out in

the  w r i t in g s  of P lo t in u s ,  the  N e o -P la to n ic  w r i t e r  w ith  w h o m  A u g u s t in  

w as  m o s t  c o n v e r s a n t .  N ew m an  s u m m a r i z e s  th e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  as  

fo llow s : ^

With A u g u s t in  God is  a b so lu te ly  s im p le  and  im m u ta b le ,  i n c o m p r e 
h e n s ib le  by  m e n  in  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s ta t e  of e x is t e n c e ,  e x a l te d  above 
a l l  h u m an  p o w e rs  of thought o r  e x p r e s s io n .  All th in g s  m a y  be 
s a id  of God, a n d  y e t  no th ing  w o r th i ly  . . . .  He is  b e t t e r  know n by  
not be ing  know n; i t  is e a s i e r  to  s a y  w ha t He i s  not, th a n  w h a t He 
i s .  God is  w an t in g  in  q u a l i t ie s ;  h a s  no v a r i e ty  and  m u l t i tu d e  of 
p r o p e r t i e s  an d  a t t r i b u t e s ;  is  a b so lu te ly  s im p le  . . . .  T h e r e  is  
no d i s c r im in a t io n  in  God o r  su b s ta n c e  and  a  c c id e n ts ,  of p o ten cy  
and  a c t ,  of m a t t e r  and  fo r m ,  of u n iv e r s a l  a n d  s in g u la r ,  of s u p e r io r  
and  in f e r io r .  T o  know, to  w ill ,  to do, to b e ,  a r e  in  God e q u iv a len t  
and  id e n t ic a l  . . . .  God m a k e s  new  th in g s ,  w ithou t b e in g  H i m 
s e l f  new , u n c h an g e a b le  He m a k e s  c h an g eab le  th in g s .  He a lw ay s  
w o rk s  an d  a lw ay s  r e s t s .  The changes  th a t  take  p la c e  in  the  w o r ld  
do not fa l l  in  th e  w il l  of God, but so le ly  in  th e  th in g s  m o v e d  by  
God. ^

^Newman,  p. 28.

^Ibid.
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E v en  the  s ty le  of defin ing  by  p a ra d o x e s  i s  s t r a ig h t  out of P lo t in u s .  In 

th e s e  d e s c r ip t i o n s ,  a s  N ew m an  s a y s ,  A u g u s t in e  " n a r r o w ly  e s c a p e s  

f a t a l i s m  on th e  one hand , and  d e n ia l  of th e  t r u e  p e r s o n a l i t y  of God on 

the  o th e r .  " S om e of the  d o c t r in e s  w ould  be  m o d if ied  l a t e r ,  b u t  they  

w e re  e f fe c t iv e  in  the  p o le m ic s  a g a in s t  the  M a n ic h a e a n s .

A u g u s t in e 's  f i r s t  a rg u m e n t  a g a in s t  th e  M a n ic h a ea n s  c a m e  f r o m

a  q u e s t io n  h e  h a d  l e a r n e d  in  C a r th a g e  f r o m  h is  f r i e n d  N e b r id iu s ,  a

q u es t io n ,  h e  s a y s ,  w hich  d i s tu r b e d  " a l l  w e  who h e a r d  i t " :

W hat co u ld  th a t  re p u te d  n a t io n  of d a r k n e s s  . . . h av e  done unto 
T h ee  h a d s t  T hou  o b je c ted  to  f ig h t  w ith  i t ?  F o r  h ad  i t  b e e n  a n s w e re d ,  
'I t  w ould  h a v e  done T hee  s o m e  in ju r y ,  th en  s h o u ld s t  T h o u  b e  s u b 
j e c t  to  v io le n c e  and  c o r ru p t io n ;  b u t  if the  r e p ly  w e r e :  'I t  cou ld
do T h ee  no in ju ry ,  th en  w as  no  c a u s e  a s s ig n e d  f o r  T hy  f ig h t in g  
w ith  i t  . . . .  So th a t  shou ld  th e y  a f f i r m  T hee  . . . to  be  i n c o r r u p t i 
b le ,  th e n  w e re  a l l  th e s e  a s s e r t i o n s  f a l s e  and  e x e c r a b le ;  b u t  if c o r 
r u p t ib le ,  th e n  th a t  w e r e  f a l s e ,  a n d  a t  the  f i r s t  u t t e r a n c e  to  be  a b 
h o r r e d .  ^

H o p p e r  c o m m e n ts  th a t  th is  w as  a  f a v o r i t e  a r g u m e n t  of A u g u s t in e 's ;

" the  s a m e  a r g u m e n t  o c c u r s ,  w ith  v a r i a t i o n s ,  in h is  book  On th e  M o ra ls

of th e  M a n ic h a e a n s , and  in  h is  N a tu re  of the  G ood , a g a in s t  the  M a n i-  

2
c h a e a n s . "

A u g u s t in e  p e r c e iv e d  th a t  th e  c e n t r a l  po in t of M a n ic h a e a n  d o c t r in e  

w as  the  t h e o r y  of e v il ,  and  i t  w as  h e r e  th a t  he  a t ta c k e d  th e m  the  m o s t  

v ig o ro u s ly .  H o p p e r  c o m m e n ts  th a t  A u g u s t in e 's  " c o n v e r s io n  to  'N e o 

p la to n is m  an d  good h a b i t s '  a t  j u s t  th is  p o in t in  h is  d e v e lo p m e n t  is  to

^ C o n f e s s io n s ,  p. 103. ^Hopper ,  p. 159.
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so m e  e x te n t  c r u c i a l  f o r  the  h i s t o r y  of C h r i s t i a n  though t.  A f te r  A u g u s 

tin e  o r th o d o x  C h r i s t i a n  p h i lo s o p h e r s  and  th e o lo g ia n s  fo llow ed  e s s e n t i a l l y  

h i s  v iew  of ev il  a s  h av in g  no e x is te n c e  of i t s  own b u t  a s  b e in g  s im p ly  

the  d e p r iv a t io n  of good. A u g u st in e  d e r iv e s  f r o m  th e  N e o p la to n is ts  ( taken  

bo th  by  h im  a n d  by  P lo t in u s  f r o m  A r i s t o t l e ' s  m e ta p h y s ic s )  the  i d e n t i 

f ic a t io n  of God a s  bo th  the  E s s e n t i a l  B eing  and  the  Good. If - - a s  p ro v e d  

in  the  s in g le  o r ig in  of a l l  th in g s  - -  a l l  th a t  is  h a s  i t s  be in g  f r o m  God 

(Who is  a b s o lu te  B eing),  an d  if  a l l  th a t  is  h a s  i t s  g o o d n e ss  f r o m  God 

(Who is  a l s o  a b s o lu te  Good), th e n  th a t  w h ich  is  no t good in  a  th ing  can  

no t c o m e  f r o m  God; and  if it  is  no t f r o m  God, i t  i s  no t .  E v i l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

is  n o th in g  in  i t s e l f ,  b u t  is  s im p ly  the  a b s e n c e  of g o o d n e ss .  T h u s  f r o m  

h is  d e f in i t io n  of the  n a tu r e  of God and  h is  a t t r ib u t io n  of a l l  c r e a t io n  to 

God, w h ich  he  d e r iv e d  p r i m a r i l y  f r o m  the  N e o p la to n i s t s ,  A u g u s t in e  

w as  a b le  to  d e r iv e  the  id e a  of e v i l  a s  n o n be ing .

T h is  d e f in i t io n  of ev il ,  w h ich  w as  r e p e a t e d  b y  o th e r s  up to and  

in c lu d in g  A q u in a s ,  en ab le d  A u g u s t in e  to  so lv e  h i s  own p e r s o n a  d i le m m a  

a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  to  o ppose  a  s y s te m  w h ich  p o s i te d  a  f in i te ,  l e s s -  

th a n  - o m n ip o te n t , c o r r u p t ib l e  d e i ty .  H o p p e r  p o in ts  out the  d if f icu l ty ,  

h o w e v e r ,  in to  w h ich  h is  o p p o s i t io n  of N e o p la to n ic  to  M an ic h a ea n  d o c 

t r i n e  le d  A u g u s t in e .  It c o m e s  f r o m  A u g u s t in e 's  f a i l u r e

to  d i s t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  'd e f e c t '  a s  the  non b e in g  of so m e th in g  and  
th e  d e fe c t io  a s  an  a c t  (or , a s  I r e n a e u s  s a y s ,  a n  a p o s ta s y ) .  A s a

^Ibid. , p. 168.
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r e s u l t  n a tu re  (ontology) is  ra n k e d  h ig h e r  th a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  and  
K i e r k e g a a r d 's  in s ig h t  th a t  's in  is not a  n e g a t io n  bu t a  p o s i t io n '  
is  lo s t .  1

T h is  is  the  d if f icu l ty ,  th en ,  in  A u g u s t in e 's  p o s i t io n  on e v il :  by  

in s i s t in g  on the  id en t i ty  of a  s c a le  of be ing  and  a  s c a le  of g o o d n ess ,  he  

is  led  in to  the  e x t r e m e  a s c e t i c i s m  of the N e o p la to n is t  who s t r i v e s  to 

ta k e  f l ig h t  f r o m  th is  w o r ld  of m e r e  b e co m in g  and  l e s s e r  be ing  f o r  c o n 

ta c t  w ith  the  w o r ld  of h ig h e r  b e in g  and g o o d n ess .  H o p p e r  a d m its  th a t

" th is  n a tu ra l i z in g ,  o r  o n to lo g iz in g ,  of the  c o n ten ts  of m o r a l  a c t io n  r e -

2
s u i ts  in  a n  e th ic  of d e n ia l  of th e  w o r ld  and  a s c e t i c i s m ,  " bu t he  d e n ie s  

the  a s s e r t i o n  of H a r n a c k  th a t  th is  i s  due to the  " r e t e n t io n  of M an ic h a ea n

3
in f lu e n c e .  " "T he  r e a l  p o in t ,  " s a y s  H o p p e r ,  " is  th a t  th e  N eo p la to n ic

4
w o r ld  v iew  a lso  p ro d u c e s  a  d u a l i s t i c  e th ic . " T h a t  th is  is  t r u e  we h av e  

a l r e a d y  s e e n ;  th a t  i t  is  th e  a n s w e r  to  the s o u r c e  of A u g u s t in e 's  l in g e r in g  

d u a l i s m  s e e m s  p ro b a b le .  A u g u s t in e  w as e n ab le d  to  d i s c a r d  an  e x t r e m e l y  

d u a l i s t i c  s y s te m ,  M a n ic h a e i s m ,  b y  one, N e o p la to n ism ,  w hich  a l s o  b y  

a n  i n t e r n a l  lo g ic  w as  d u a l i s t i c .  P e r h a p s  it is  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  to  s a y  th a t  

he  p a id  fo r  d i s c a rd in g  d i th e i s m  by a c c e p t in g  the  d u a l i s t i c  te n d e n c ie s  

of N e o p la to n ism .

In l in e  w ith  the  c e r t a i n  in f lu en ce  of A m b r o s e  an d  the  v e r y  p r o b a 

b le  in f lu en c e  of O r ig e n  on A u g u s t in e 's  d i s c a r d in g  of M a n ic h a e is m  m a y

1 2 
Ib id . Ib id .

3
See H a rn a c k ,  V ol. V, pp. 102, 211n.

4
H opper ,  p. 169.
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be m e n tio n e d  h is  u se  of a l l e g o r ic a l  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  of S c r ip tu r e  to  r e 

fute  th a t  s e c t .  T he  M an ich aean s  thought th e y  saw  in  the Old T e s ta m e n t  

the  p r e s e n c e  of the  ev il  d ie ty ,  who had  b ro u g h t  abou t c r e a t io n ,  in  c o n 

t r a s t  to  the  good d ie ty  of the  New T e s ta m e n t .  C lem en t an d  O r ig e n  h a d  

e n c o u n te re d  the  s a m e  k ind  of o b jec t io n  to  th e  Old T e s ta m e n t  ( tha t i t  

w as  c o u n te r  to the  s p i r i t  of the New T e s ta m e n t)  and  had  o p p o sed  it by 

m e a n s  of a l l e g o ry ;  A m b ro s e  and  A u g u s t in e  did  the  s a m e .  In the  h e a t  

of c o n t r o v e r s y ,  bo th  w en t f a r  beyond  the im p l ic a t io n s  of the  te x t .  N ew m an  

c o m p la in s ,

It w ould  be  h a r d  to  find  e x a m p le s  of m o r e  p e r v e r s e  a l l e g o r iz in g  
th a n  A u g u s t in 's  A n t i -M a n ic h a e a n  t r e a t i s e s  fu rn ish .  ^

The e x t r e m e  a l l e g o r ic a l  e x e g e s is  w h ich  we h ave  s e e n  a l l ie d  

w ith  N e o p la to n ism  in th e  w r i t in g s  of the  A le x a n d r ia n s  a p p e a r s  now a g a in  

in  the  w r i t in g s  of A m b r o s e  and  e s p e c ia l l y  of A ug u st in e .  P a u l  and  N e o 

p la to n is m  and  the  g r e a t  e m p h a s is  on e x e g e s is  w h ich  w as  s u p p o r te d  by  

the  te x t  w hich  s a id  th a t  the  l e t t e r  k i l l s  b u t  the  s p i r i t  g iv es  l i fe  - -  th e s e  

a l l  w e re  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  fo r  good th ro u g h  the  e n o rm o u s  in f lu en ce  of 

A u g u s t in e 's  w r i t in g s .  H is c o n v e r s io n  f r o m  the  m a t e r i a l i s m  of M a n i 

c h a e is m  to the  s p i r i t u a l i s m  of N e o p la to n ism  w a s  o p e ra t iv e  h e r e  a ls o .

T he  n e x t  g r e a t  h e r e s y  w hich  A u g u s t in e  o p p o sed  w as  th e  D o n a t is t .

A u g u s t in e  w as  s t i l l  o ccu p ied  w ith  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y  w ith  th e  M a n i 
c h a e a n s ,  in  w h ich  he so  s h a r p ly  e m p h a s i s e d  the a u th o r i ty  of the

^Newman,  p. 30.
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C atho lic  C h u rc h ,  w hen h is  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p o s i t io n  - -  P r e s b y t e r ,
A. D. 392, B ish o p ,  A. D. 396, in  H ippo - -  c o m p e l le d  h im  to  ta k e  
up the  f igh t w ith  the  D o n a t i s t s . ^

T h is  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  w h ile  c r u c ia l  in C h u rc h  h i s to r y ,  i s  im p o r ta n t  h e r e

p r i m a r i l y  in  th a t  i t  in s u r e d  th a t  the  in f lu en ce  of A u g u s t in e 's  w r i t in g s

w ould  ex tend  th ro u g h  the  whole of the  W est  and  h av e  the  a u th o r i ty  of

the  C h u rch  b e h in d  th e m .

The D o n a t i s t s  f i r s t  of a l l  d e n ied  th e  p r ie s th o o d  of any  m a n  who 

w as  a  t r a d i t o r ;  th e y  a l s o  d en ied  the  v a l id i ty  of the  o rd in a t io n  of any  

b ish o p  who h a d  b e e n  o rd a in e d  by  a  t r a d i t o r .  To p r e s e r v e  i t s e l f  f r o m  

c h ao s ,  the  C h u rc h  h a d  to  o ppose  to th is  the  c o n ce p t io n  of the  s a n c t i ty  

of the  o ffice  and  of the  in s t i tu t io n ,  w h a te v e r  the  s ta t e  of the  in d iv id u a l  

in  it .  It a s s e r t e d  the  o b je c t iv e , a s  o p p o sed  to  the  s u b je c t iv e ,  v a lu e  

of the  s a c r a m e n t s :  th e y  h a d  va lu e  no m a t t e r  w h a t  the  m o r a l  s t a t e  of 

h im  who a d m i n i s t e r e d  th e m . A u g u s t in e  h a d  a l r e a d y  s e e n  the  n eed  

and  v a lu e  of an  a p p e a l  to  a u th o r i ty  and  o p p o sed  the  D o n a t is t s  in  s e v e r a l  

w r i t i n g s .

B e fo re  h im  O p ta tu s  h ad  s ta t e d  the  e x is t e n c e  of the  C h u rch  a s  

an  o b je c t iv e  fa c t  in  i t s e l f .  A u g u s t in e  w as  in  no s e n s e  o r ig in a l ,  bu t 

r a t h e r  e la b o r a t in g  on v iew s  ta k e n  f r o m  O p ta tu s  a n d  C y p r ia n .  H a rn a c k  

h a s  a  good s u m m a r y  of A u g u s t in e 's  u s e  of the  d o c t r in e :

A u g u s t in e 's  c o u n te r - a r g u m e n t ,  b a s e d  on C y p r ia n ,  A m b r o s i a s t e r ,  
an d  O p ta tu s ,  b u t  p a r t l y  d isav o w in g  . . . the  f i r s t - n a m e d ,  w en t f a r

^Harnack,  V o l .  V, pp.  140 -4 1 .
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b ey o n d  a  b a r e  r e fu ta t io n  of the  s e p a r a t i s t s .  He c r e a t e d  the  b e 
g in n in g s  of a  d o c t r in e  of the  C h u rc h ,  and  m e a n s  of g r a c e ,  of the  
C h u rc h  in s t i tu te  of s a lv a t io n ,  the  o r g a n i s m  of th e  good, i . e . , of 
d iv ine  p o w e rs  in  the  w o r ld .  N o r  d id  the  D o n a tis t  c o n t r o v e r s y  fu r n i s h  
h im  w ith  h is  only  m o tiv e  f o r  d e v e lo p in g  th is  d o c t r in e .  T he  d is p u te  
w ith  the  M a n ic h a e a n s  h a d  a l r e a d y  r o u s e d  h is  i n t e r e s t  in  the  a u th o r i ty  
of the  C h u rc h ,  and  le d  h im  to  lo o k  m o r e  c lo se ly  in to  i t  th a n  h is  p r e 
d e c e s s o r s  . . . .  The P e la g ia n  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  the  s ta te  of th e  w o r ld ,  
and  th e  d e fen ce  of C h r i s t i a n i ty  a g a in s t  h e a th e n  a t t a c k s , h a d  a n  e x 
t r e m e l y  im p o r ta n t  in f lu en ce  on co n ce p t io n s  of th e  C h u rc h .  T h u s  
A u g u s t in e  c r e a t e d  the  C a th o lic  d o c t r in e  of the C a th o lic  C h u rc h  on 
e a r th  . . . .

F o r  so m e  t im e  the  D o n a t is t s  w e r e  a  po ten t f o r c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in 

A f r i c a  (in H ippo, th e y  w e r e  in  the  m a jo r i ty ) .  F in a l ly  c iv i l  a u th o r i ty  

u s e d  fo r c e  to  s u p p r e s s  th e m  a t  the  b e h e s t  of the  C a th o l ic s  an d , a f t e r  

407 A. D. , w ith  the  s u p p o r t  of A u g u s t in e  on the  u se  of f o r c e .  F o r  o u r  

p u rp o s e  th e  im p o r ta n t  p o in t  is  th a t  th e  a u th o r i ty  of th e  C h u rc h  h a d  b e en  

p e r m a n e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  an d , b e c a u s e  of the  p ro m in e n c e  g iv en  to  h is  

w r i t in g s  by  th e  C h u rc h ,  th e  in f lu en ce  of A u g u s t in e 's  a s c e t i c  w r i t in g s  

w a s  in s u r e d .

In op p o s in g  the  P e la g ia n  h e r e s y ,  A u gustine  sh i f te d  h is  g ro u n d  

so m e w h a t .  He d id  no t m a k e  a n y  d r a s t i c  ch an g es  in  h is  b a s i c  though t,  

b u t  h e  d id  change  h i s  e m p h a s i s  a t  c e r t a i n  p o in ts .  It w as  o n ly  a f t e r  A u g u s 

t i n e ' s  s o u l - s e a r c h i n g  a f t e r  h is  c o n v e r s io n  th a t  he  w a s  c l e a r  in  h i s  m in d  

a b o u t th e  h u m a n  a p p l ic a t io n  of s o m e  of h is  v iew s, sh if t in g  to  an  e m p h a s i s  

of th e  ro le  of the  p e r s o n  in  s in  (as o p p o se d  to the 'n a tu r a l i z a t i o n '  of evil 

to  w h ich  H o p p e r  a l lu d e s ) .  H a rn a c k  p o in ts  out,

^Ibid. , pp. 1 4 2 - 4 3 .
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At the  t im e  of h is  f igh t w ith  M a n ic h a e is m  . . .  he  h a d  r a t h e r  e m 
p h a s is e d ,  fo llow ing  th e  t r a d i t io n  of the  C h u rc h  t e a c h e r s ,  the  i n d e 
pendence  of h u m a n  f r e e d o m ,  and  h ad  sp o k en  of o r ig in a l  s in  m e r e l y  
a s  an  in h e r i te d  ev i l .  It w as  h is  c l e r i c a l  o ff ice ,  a  r e n e w e d  s tu d y  
of R o m a n s ,  and  the  c r i t i c i s m  of h is  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e lo p m en t ,  a s  
in s t i tu te d  in the  C o n fe s s io n s ,  th a t  f i r s t  le d  h im  to the  N eo p la to n ic  
C h r i s t i a n  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  a l l  good, and  t h e r e f o r e  fa i th ,  c a m e  f r o m  
God, and  th a t  m a n  w as  on ly  good and  f r e e  in  d ep en d en ce  on God.

C o n t r a ry  to w ha t w a s  once  though t,  P e la g ia n i s m  w as  not a  r e a c t io n

to A u g u s t in e 's  d o c t r in e  of s in  and  g r a c e ,  bu t h a d  an  in d ep en d en t g ro w th .

The two g r e a t  ty p e s  of th o u g h t , invo lv ing  the  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  v i r 
tue o r  g r a c e ,  m o r a l i t y  o r  r e l ig io n ,  the  o r ig in a l  an d  in a l ie n a b le  
c o n s t i tu t io n  of m a n ,  o r  the  p o w e r  of J e s u s  C h r i s t  w a s  s u p r e m e ,  
d id  n o t  evolve  t h e m s e lv e s  in  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y . T h ey  g a in ed  in 
c l e a r n e s s  and  p r e c i s i o n  d u r in g  i t s  c o u r s e ,  bu t b o th  a r o s e  in d e p e n d 
e n tly  of e ac h  o th e r ,  f r o m  the  in te r n a l  cond itions  of the  C h u rc h .  ^

In h is  e s s a y  on the  c o n t r o v e r s y  b e tw e e n  A u g u st in e  and the  P e l a 

g ia n s ,  P r o f e s s o r  W a r f ie ld  s t r e s s e s  i t s  in e v i ta b i l i ty ;  i t  w as  in e v i ta b le ,  

he  s a y s ,

th a t  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  s o m e  one sh o u ld  a r i s e  who w ould  so  o n e - s id e d ly  
e m p h a s iz e  one e le m e n t  o r  the o th e r  of the  C h u rc h 's  te a c h in g  a s  to  
s a lv a t io n ,  a s  to th ro w  h im s e l f  into  h e r e s y ,  and  d r iv e  the C h u rc h ,  
th ro u g h  c o n t r o v e r s y  w ith  h im ,  in to  a  p r e c i s e  d e f in i t io n  of the  
d o c t r in e s  of f r e e  w il l  an d  g r a c e  in  t h e i r  m u tu a l  r e la t io n s .  ^

P a u l  L e h m a n  d is t in g u is h e s  two u n d e r ly in g  i s s u e s :

In the  o r d e r  of t h e i r  im p o r ta n c e  fo r  A u g u s t in e ,  th e y  a r e  the  fa c t  
and the  n a tu r e  of the  g r a c e  of God in C h r i s t ,  and  the  fa c t  an d  the  
r o le  of the  w il l  in  the  a t ta in m e n t  by  m a n  of m o r a l  e x c e l l e n c e .^

1 2
H a rn a c k ,  Vol. V, p . 168. Ib id . , p. 169.

3
B. B. W a r f ie ld ,  "O n A u g u s t in  and  the  P e la g ia n  C o n t r o v e r s y ,  " 

("N icene  and  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s , "  Vol. V), x i i i .

4
P a u l  L e h m a n ,  " T h e  A n t i - P e l a g ia n  W ri t in g s ,  " A C o m p an io n  to  

the  Study of St. A u g u s t in e , ed . Roy W. B a t ten h o u se ,  (New Y ork : O xfo rd  
Univ. , 1955), p. 213.
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W a rf ie ld  s t a t e s  the  q u e s t io n  v iv id ly ;

The r e a l  q u e s t io n  a t  i s s u e  w as  w h e th e r  t h e r e  w a s  an y  n e e d  fo r  C h r i s 
t ia n i ty  a t  a ll ;  w h e th e r  by h is  own p o w er m a n  m ig h t  n o t  a t t a in  e t e r n a l  
fe l ic i ty ;  w h e th e r  the  fu n c tio n  of C h r is t ia n i ty  w as to  s a v e ,  o r  only  
to r e n d e r  an  e t e r n i ty  of h a p p in e s s  m o r e  e a s i ly  a t t a in a b le  by  m an . ^

The h e r e s y  b e g an  s im p ly  a s  an  e m p h a s is  on th e  f r e e d o m  of m a n 's

w il l ,  bu t b e c a u s e  he d id  n o t  re c o g n iz e  the  d is t in c t io n  w h ich  A ugustine

saw  b e tw ee n  the  f r e e d o m  to  w ill  and  the f r e e d o m  to  do w ha t i s  w illed ,

P e la g iu s  w as  le d  in to  a  v e r y  d i r e c t  cha llenge  of o r th o d o x  though t.  We

can  s e e  in  th is  th a t  h is  v iew  of the  s t r iv in g  of the  s o u l  f o r  i t s  s a lv a t io n

w as  l ik e  th a t  of p ag an  p h i lo s o p h e rs  who had  no s e n s e  of the  d is ab l in g

effec t  of in h e r i te d  s in .  J e r o m e  had  th is  in  m in d  w hen  h e  spoke  of P e l a g i a n -

2
i s m  a s  the  " h e r e s y  of P y th a g o r a s  and  Zeno. "

A s we have  s e e n ,  A ugustine  a l r e a d y  h e ld  the o r th o d o x  v iew s 

abou t in h e r i t e d  s in , enab lin g  g r a c e ,  and  the a to n e m e n t  of C h r i s t .  He 

a l s o ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e ld  to  N e o p la to n ism  w hich  d i f f e r e d  in  c e r t a i n  e s s e n t i a l s  

f r o m  o rth o d o x y  in  th is  r e s p e c t .  It w as P e la g ia n i s m  w h ich  le d  h im  c le a r ly  

to f o r m u la te  th e s e  id e a s  a b o u t g r a c e  and the  w il l .  T he  d o c t r in e  of g ra c e ,  

of c o u r s e ,  h a d  a  t r e m e n d o u s  e ffec t  on the  l a t e r  C h u rc h .  B ut i t  is  when 

he  is  w r i t in g  on the c o r r u p te d  w ill ,  the  o r ig in  of e v i l ,  a n d  in h e r i te d  s in  

th a t  A u g u s t in e  p lay s  h is  g r e a t e s t  ro le  in  the  h i s t o r y  of C h r i s t i a n  a s c e t i c  

thought.

^W arfie ld ,  x iv .

^Q uoted  in  W a r f ie ld ,  xiv .
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B e c a u s e  th e y  saw  th a t  in  o r d e r  to  p ro v e  th e m s e lv e s  o r th o d o x  th e y  

m u s t  show  th a t  t h e i r  v iew s  w e re  no t a t  v a r i a n c e  w ith  t r a d i t io n a l  p r a c 

t i c e ,  the  P e la g ia n s  b e g an  w ith  a  c o n s id e r a t io n  of the  b a p t i s m  of in fa n ts .

T h is  w a s  done , th ey  s a id ,  not b e c a u s e  the  in fa n ts  h a d  in h e r i t e d  s in  bu t 

r a t h e r  th a t  th ey  m ig h t  be  c o n s e c r a t e d  to  a  C h r i s t i a n  w ay  of l ife .

To the  P e la g ia n s ,  it  s e e m e d  c o n t r a r y  b o th  to  n a tu r e  and  to  S c r i p 
t u r e  to  a r g u e  th a t  in fan ts  m u s t  b e  b a p t iz e d  f o r  th e  r e m i s s i o n  of 
s in s  an d  fo r  d e l iv e ra n c e  f r o m  e t e r n a l  d e a th  b e c a u s e  A d a m  h a d  
s in n e d  and  b e e n  p u n ish ed  w ith  d e a th .  ^

T he  P e la g ia n s  a s s e r t e d  th a t  th e  p ro h ib i t io n  a g a in s t  e a t in g  f r o m  

the  t r e e  of know ledge r e f e r r e d  to the  d e a th  of A d a m  in  th e  sou l and  not 

in  the  body . A d a m 's  body , th e y  s a id ,  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  s u b je c t  to  d e a th  

ev en  h a d  he  n o t  fa l le n .  A u g u st in e  f i r s t  a n s w e r e d  th e m  in a  t r e a t i s e  

c a l l e d  On th e  M e r i t  and  R e m is s io n s  of S in s ,  a n d  on the  B a p t i s m  of I n 

f a n t s , in  w h ich  he f o r m u la te d  th e  o u t l in e s  of h is  r e fu ta t io n  of the  P e la g ia n s .  

B e c a u s e  th is  long t r e a t i s e  does  co n ta in  the  e s s e n t i a l  f e a tu r e s ,  d ev e lo p e d  

a g a in s t  the  P e la g ia n s ,  of A u g u s t in e 's  though t a s  i t  b e a r s  on o u r  s u b je c t ,  

A u g u s t in e 's  f i f te e n -o d d  a n t i - P e l a g i a n  t r e a t i s e s  w i l l  h a v e  to  be  r e p r e s e n t e d  

b y  i t .  C e r t a in  of h is  o th e r  w r i t i n g s ,  h o w e v e r  - -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  On M a r 

r ia g e  and  C o n c u p is c e n c e , a n o th e r  a n t i - P e l a g i a n  w r i t in g  - -  w il l  be  c o n 

s id e r e d  in  the  n e x t  c h a p te r .

A u g u s t in e  opens  the  t r e a t i s e  b y  deny ing  th a t  p h y s ic a l  d e a th  w ould  

h a v e  co m e  to  A d a m  if h e  had  n o t  s in n ed .  P h y s ic a l  d e a th ,  h e  a s s e r t s  w as  

one  of th e  c o n se q u e n ce s  of the F a l l :

^Lehman,  p. 213.
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. . .  h e  w ould , if h e  h a d  no t s in n ed , h av e  b e e n  ch an g ed  in to  a  s p i r i t u a l  
bo d y , an d  w ould  h a v e  p a s s e d  into the  in c o r r u p t ib le  s t a t e ,  w h ich  is  
p r o m i s e d  to  the  fa i th fu l  a n d  the  s a in t s ,  w ith o u t p e r i l  of d ea th ,  ^

A u g u s t in e 's  a v e r s io n  f o r  the  p h y s ic a l  le a d s  h im ,  ev en  h e r e  w hen  h e  is

op p o s in g  a  v iew  of the d e s t r u c t i b l e  n a tu r e  of th e  body  in  the  A d a m ic

s t a t e ,  to  fo llow  P a u l  (I C o r .  15. 52, 53) in  s e e in g  th e  n e e d  f o r  the  body,

ev en  in  i t s  o r ig in a l  s t a t e ,  to be  changed  into so m e th in g  m o r e  's p i r i t u a l .  '

In  th is  and  in  w ha t fo l lo w s , A u g u s t in e  u s e s  P a u l in e  p a s s a g e s  to

b a c k  up h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of th e  F a l l  and  to  d ra w  a s c e t i c  c o n c lu s io n s .

L iv ing  a c c o rd in g  to the  body, h e  s a y s ,  is  l iv in g  a c c o rd in g  to  d e a th ;  and

he q u o te s  R om . 8. 10: "B u t if  C h r i s t  be  in  you, th e  body in d e ed  i s  dead

b e c a u s e  of s in ,  bu t the  s p i r i t  i s  l i fe  b e c a u s e  of r i g h t e o u s n e s s . " T h is

is  a n o th e r  p ro o f ,  A u g u s t in e  s a y s ,  th a t  A d a m 's  s in  b ro u g h t  d ea th  to  the

body . H e q uo tes  a n o th e r  p a s s a g e  f r o m  P a u l  - -  R o m . 8. 12-13 - -  and

d r a w s  h is  c o n c lu s io n :

'T h e r e f o r e ,  b r e t h r e n ,  ' s a y s  h e ,  'we a r e  d e b to r s ,  no t to the  f le s h ,  
to  l iv e  a f t e r  the f le s h ;  f o r  if ye l iv e  a f t e r  the  f le sh ,  ye s h a l l  d ie ;  
b u t  if ye  th ro u g h  th e  s p i r i t  do m o r t i f y  the  d e ed s  of the  f le s h ,  ye  
s h a l l  l iv e .  ' W hat e l s e  d o e s  th is  m e a n  bu t th i s :  If ye l iv e  a c c o rd in g  
to  d e a th ,  ye s h a l l  w ho lly  d ie ;  bu t if by  l iv in g  a c c o rd in g  to l ife  ye 
m o r t i f y  d e a th ,  ye s h a l l  w h o lly  live  ? ^

N ex t,  A u g u s t in e  p a s s e s  to  the  P e la g ia n  c o n ten t io n  th a t  A d a m 's

s in  w a s  p a s s e d  on a s  a  b a d  e x a m p le  b u t  h ad  no p o w e r  of i t s e l f  to  in ju r e

St. A u g u s t in e ,  On the  M e r i t s  and  F o r g iv e n e s s  of S ins , and  On 
th e  B a p t i s m  of In f a n ts , t r a n s .  P e t e r  H o lm e s  & R. E .  W all is  ("N icene  
a n d  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " V ol. V), p. 16. C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  F o r g i v e 
n e s s  of S in s .

^Ibid.
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th o se  who fo llow ed . T h is  is p a r t  of the  c r u x  of the  w hole  m a t t e r  and  is  

the  r e a s o n  th a t  the  opponents  s t a r t e d  w ith  the  q u e s t io n  of in fan t b a p t is m .  

Both  saw  c l e a r l y  th a t  on th is  m a t t e r  h in g ed  a l l  e l s e .  T he  P e la g ia n s ,  

s ay s  A u g u s t in e ,

r e f u s e  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  in in fan ts  o r ig in a l  s in  is  r e m i t t e d  th ro u g h  
b a p t i s m ,  f o r  they  con tend  th a t  no su ch  o r ig in a l  s in  e x i s t s  a t  a l l  
in p e o p le  by  t h e i r  b i r th .  ^

T he  v e r y  n a tu r e  of m a n  a n d  h is  r e l a t io n  to  God and  to the  C h u rch  

w as  in  q u e s t io n  - -  w h e th e r  he  w as  ab le  of h im s e l f  to e ffec t  h i s  own s a l 

v a tio n ,  the  n a tu r e  of C h r i s t ' s  s a c r i f i c e ,  the  C h u rc h 's  ro le  in the  s a l 

v a tio n  of s o u l s .  W arf ie ld  d e s c r i b e s  the  t h r e e  c o r o l l a r i e s  of th e  P e l a 

g ian  d o c t r in e  of the  f r e e  w ill  and  p o w e r  of m an :

It w ou ld  b e  in e x p l ic ab le  on su c h  an  a s s u m p t io n ,  if no m a n  h a d  e v e r  
u s e d  h is  a b i l i ty  in  keep in g  G o d 's  law ; an d  P e la g iu s  c o n s i s te n t ly  
a s s e r t e d  n o t on ly  th a t  a l l  m ig h t  b e  s in l e s s  if  th ey  c h o se ,  b u t  a l s o  
th a t  m a n y  s a in t s ,  even  b e f o r e  C h r i s t ,  h a d  a c tu a l ly  l iv e d  f r e e  f r o m  
s in .  A g a in  i t  fo llow s f r o m  m a n 's  in a l ie n a b le  a b i l i ty  to  b e  f r e e  f r o m  
s in ,  th a t  e ac h  m a n  c o m es  in to  th e  w o r ld  w ithou t e n ta i lm e n t  of s in  
o r  m o r a l  w e a k n e s s  f r o m  the  p a s t  a c t s  of m e n  . . . .  A nd s t i l l  
a g a in ,  i t  fo llow s f r o m  the  s a m e  a s s u m p t io n  of a b i l i ty  th a t  m a n  
h a s  no n e e d  of s u p e r n a tu r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  g r a c e  in h is  s t r iv in g  to 
obey  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  . . . . ^

In c o u n te r in g  the  P e la g ia n  co n ten t io n  th a t  A d am  d id  n o t  p a s s  on

h is  s in  d i r e c t l y  bu t is  only im p o r ta n t  a s  m e n  im i ta te  h im , A ugustine

m a k e s  a  d i s t in c t io n  b e tw een  a c tu a l  s in  an d  o r ig in a l  s in :

No doub t a l l  th ey  im i ta te  A d a m  who by  d iso b e d ie n c e  t r a n s g r e s s  the  
c o m m a n d m e n t  of God; bu t he  is  one th ing  a s  an  e x am p le  to th o se  who

1 2
Ibid. W arf ie ld ,  xv .
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s in  b e c a u s e  th ey  ch o o se ;  and  a n o th e r  th ing  a s  the  p ro g e n i to r  of a l l  
who a r e  b o r n  w ith  s in . ^

The a p o s t le  . . . h a s  d e c la r e d  c o n ce rn in g  the  f i r s t  m an , th a t  ' in  
h im  a l l  h a v e  s in n e d ';  and  y e t  th e r e  is  s t i l l  a  c o n te s t  abou t the  
p ro p a g a t io n  of s in ,  and  m e n  oppose  to i t  I know not w ha t n ebu lous  
th e o ry  of ' im i ta t io n .

A u g u s t in e  o p p o ses  to th is  P e la g ia n  d o c t r in e  of im i ta t io n  h is  own

o r th o d o x  one of p ro p a g a t io n .  The s in  of the  p e r s o n  is p ro p a g a te d  a t

the  s a m e  t im e  th a t  he  is ;  only g r a c e  can  r e m i t  i t :

. . . w h i ls t  by  the  g e n e r a t io n  of the  f l e s h  only  th a t  s in  is  c o n t r a c te d  
w h ich  is  o r ig in a l ;  ye t by  the  r e g e n e r a t io n  of the S p i r i t  t h e r e  is 
e f fe c te d  th e  r e m is s i o n  no t of o r ig in a l  s in  only , but a l s o  of th e  s in s  
of m a n 's  own v o lu n ta ry  and  a c tu a l  c o m m is s io n .  3

T h is  id ea  of th e  s in  w hich  is  in h e r i t e d  a t  the  m o m e n t  of p ro p a g a t io n  is  

one to  w h ich  A u gustine  would r e t u r n  a g a in  - -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in w r i t in g  on 

'c o n c u p is c e n c e '  - -  and  the p a r t  w h ich  it p lay ed  in  the s t o r y  o f  a n t i f e m in 

i s m  w as  g r e a t ,  a s  w il l  be  s e e n  m o r e  c l e a r ly  in  the  n ex t  c h a p te r .  A u g u s 

tine  u s e s  the  r e s t  of the  f i r s t  book of the  t r e a t i s e  in p ro v in g  th a t  the  

r e a s o n  f o r  the  u n iv e r s a l  c u s to m  of b a p t is in g  in fan ts  is  th e i r  in h e r i ta n c e  

of o r ig in a l  s in .

T h is  f i r s t  book  of the t r e a t i s e  is the  one w ith  g r e a t e s t  b e a r in g  on 

o u r  to p ic  in  th a t  it d e a ls  s p e c i f ic a l ly  w ith  o r ig in a l  s in  and  the F a l l .  The 

n ex t books a r e  s im p ly  e la b o ra t io n s  of the  f i r s t  in  d ea lin g  w ith  th e  d o c 

t r i n e  of th e  c o r r u p te d  w ill  of m a n  an d  the  p r i m a r y  n eed  f o r  g r a c e .  T h e s e

^St. A u g u s t in e ,  F o r g iv e n e s s  of S in s , p. 18.

^Ibid. , p. 19. ^Ibid. , p. 22.
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to p ic s  hav e  m u ch  l e s s  b e a r in g  on A u g u s t in e 's  a s c e t i c  thought. A f te r  

Book I he  d e a ls  p r i m a r i l y  w ith  fo u r  q u e s t io n s :  (1) w h e th e r  a  m a n  cou ld  

b e  s i n l e s s  in  th is  l i f e ,  to w hich  he a n s w e r s  th a t  he  could ; (2) w h e th e r  

an y o n e  e v e r  h a s  fa i le d  to  s in  in  th is  l i fe ,  to w hich  he  a n s w e r s  th a t  no 

m a n  e v e r  h a s  ; (3) w hy no m a n  h a s  e v e r  fa i le d  to  s in  in  th is  l i fe ,  to w h ich  

he  a n s w e r s  a t len g th  th a t  m e n 's  w il ls  a r e  c o r r u p te d ;  and  (4) w h e th e r  

an y  m a n  e v e r  cou ld  be  w ithou t s in ,  to w h ich  he  a n s w e r s  in  th e  n e g a t iv e  

by  expounding  on the  d o c t r in e  of o r ig in a l ,  i n h e r i t e d  s in .

We m a y  no te  one p a s s a g e  a t  the  b eg inn ing  of the  sec o n d  b o o k  of

th is  t r e a t i s e  w hich  s u m s  up m u c h  of the  p re c e d in g  book  and  po in ts  to w a rd

s i m i l a r  p a s s a g e s  to be t r e a t e d  in  the  n ex t  c h a p te r  of the  p r e s e n t  w o rk :

C o n cu p isc en c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  as  the  law  of s in  w h ich  r e m a in s  in  the  
m e m b e r s  of th is  body  of d e a th ,  i s  b o rn  w ith  in fa n ts  . . . .  U n b ap 
t i z e d  in fan ts  i t  im p l i c a te s  a s  g u il ty  and  as  c h i ld re n  of w ra th ,  ev en  
if th ey  die  in  in fan cy , d r a w s  in to  co n d em n a tio n . In b a p t iz e d  a d u l t s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  endow ed w ith  r e a s o n ,  w h a te v e r  c o n se n t  t h e i r  m in d  g iv e s  
to  th is  c o n c u p isc e n c e  f o r  the  c o m m is s io n  of s in  is  an  a c t  of t h e i r  
own w il l .  A f te r  a l l  s in s  h av e  b e en  b lo t te d  out, an d  th a t  g u il t  h a s  
b e e n  c a n c e l le d  w h ich  by  n a tu r e  bound m e n  in  a  c o n q u e re d  cond ition , 
i t  s t i l l  r e m a in s  . . . .

He p e r c e iv e d  n a tu re  v i t i a te d  in  no w ay  so  s t r o n g ly  a s  th a t  a f t e r  the  F a l l

s e x  h a d  tu rn e d  to ev il  lu s t .  He fe l t  th is  so s t r o n g ly  a s  to  s u g g e s t ,  in

th e  t r e a t i s e  ju s t  d i s c u s s e d ,  the  p o s s ib i l i ty  of c h i l d r e n 's  be in g  g iven  to

E v e ,  h a d  she  not f a l le n ,  fu lly  g row n  an d  b ro u g h t  f o r th  w ithou t s e x

p e r h a p s  p lu c k ed  f r o m  t r e e s  l ik e  f r u i t ,  s u g g e s te d  P e la g iu s  in  a m u s e m e n t .

^ I b id . , p. 45 .
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T h is  c h a p te r  h a s  of n e c e s s i t y  b e e n  too  s h o r t  to  r e a l ly  s u g g e s t  the 

g r e a t  d e b t  w h ich  C h u rch  h i s t o r y  ow es to  A u g u s t in e  - - a  deb t w hich , a s  

M. G i lso n  h a s  p o in ted  out, ten d ed  to  be  fo rg o t te n  a f t e r  A qu inas  to o k  o v e r  

the  th o u g h t of A u g u s t in e  and  em b o d ie d  i t  in  an  A r i s to t e l i a n  s y s te m .  P e r 

h a p s  a  b r i e f  s u m m a r y  of the  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  e l e m e n t s  w il l  te n d  to  in d i 

ca te  th e  e x te n t  of h is  deb t to  o th e r s  and  of the  m u c h  g r e a t e r  deb t of a l l  

who fo l lo w ed  h im .

In th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  A u g u s t in e  c am e  in to  a  c h u rc h  w ith  an  o r g a n i z a 

tio n  w h ich  ow ed m u c h  to T e r tu l l i a n .  T e r tu l l i a n  i t  w as  who, w ith  h is  

l e g a l i s t i c  t u r n  of m in d , gave  the  b a s i c  ju s t i f i c a t io n  of a  u n iv e r s a l  C h u rch  

an d  who d e lv e d  into the  p r o b le m  of g r a c e  and  m e r i t .  B ut, a s  w as  m e n 

t io n e d  in  c o n n ec t io n  w ith  h is  c o n t r o v e r s y  w ith  the  A le x a n d r ia n s ,  T e r tu l l i a n  

w as  h ig h ly  s u s p ic io u s  of f r e e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  in q u i r y  (he w as  th e  f a th e r  of 

th e  o ld  c h e s tn u t  a b o u t b e l ie v in g  in  h is  r e l ig io n  b e c a u s e  i t  w as  im p o s s ib le .  ) 

F r o m  T e r tu l l i a n  an d  C y p r ia n ,  A u g u s t in e  took  m u c h  - -  e s p e c ia l ly  in  r e g a r d  

to th e  d e f in i t io n  an d  a u th o r i ty  of the  C h u rch  - -  bu t h e  a l s o  b ro u g h t  d e c i 

s iv e ly  in to  W e s te r n  C h r i s t i a n i ty  the  h a b i t  of p h i lo s o p h ic a l  in q u iry ,  w h ich  

w as  no t so  m u c h  a  p a r t  of its  t r a d i t io n  a s  i t  w as  in  th e  E a s t e r n  C hurch .

A u g u s t in e  d e c i s iv e ly  w edded  N e o p la to n ism  an d  P a u l in e  d o c t r in e s  

an d  h e lp e d  to  i n s u r e  the  g r e a t  a u th o r i ty  of P a u l  in  m a t t e r s  of fa ith . 

N e o p la to n i s m 's  s av in g  of A u g u st in e  f r o m  M a n ic h a e i s m  a l s o  h a d  f a r -  

r e a c h in g  r e s u l t s .  It w as  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l  a g a in s t  d i th e i s m ,  bu t h ad  

i ts  own te n d e n c y  to d u a l i s m ,  a s  L o v e jo y  s a y s .
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A m b r o s e ,  J e r o m e ,  and Rufinus h a d  t r a n s l a t e d  O r ig e n 's  e x e g e s is  

and  m a d e  th e i r  own u se  of h is  m e th o d s .  A u g u s t in e  fo llow ed  th e m  in  

th is  an d  h e lp e d  to i n s u r e  the  con tinued  u s e  of a  N e o p la to n ic a l ly  in f lu 

en ce d  e x e g e s i s  of S c r ip tu r e .  We h ave  a l r e a d y  s e e n  H a r n a c k 's  t e s t i 

m ony  th a t

M a n ic h a e i s m  w ould  h a r d ly  have  b e e n  o v e rc o m e  in  the W est u n le s s  
i t  h ad  b e e n  c o n fro n te d  b y  the  th e o so p h ic  e x e g e s i s ,  the  'B ib l ic a l  
a lc h e m y '  of the G re e k s  . . . . ^

T h a t  th is  e x e g e s is  w as  no t an  u n m ix ed  b l e s s in g  m a y  be s e e n  in  s o m e  of

the  e x t r e m i t i e s  to  w h ich  i t  could  le ad ,  a s  w il l  be  d e s c r ib e d  in  the  nex t

c h a p te r .

The D o n a t is t  h e r e s y  m ad e  A u g u s t in e  d ev e lo p  h is  id e a s ,  fo llow ing 

C y p r ia n ,  abou t the  a u th o r i ty  and  ro le  of the  C h u rc h .  The P e la g ia n  

c o n t r o v e r s y ,  a s  we h ave  s e e n ,  h ad  p e r h a p s  th e  g r e a t e s t  in f lu en ce  on 

h is  a s c e t i c  b e n t  th ro u g h  fo rc in g  h im  to c l a r i f y  h is  id e a s  abou t s in  and  

the  F a l l .  T ha t t h e r e  w as  g r e a t  s ta b i l i ty  in  C h u rc h  d o c t r in e  a f t e r  A u g u s 

t in e  i s  due in  g r e a t  p a r t  to  h is  hav ing  to w r e s t l e  w ith  the  b a s i c  q u e s t io n s  

r a i s e d  by  th e s e  h e r e s i e s .

In an  a r t i c l e  on St. A u g u st in e ,  E u g e n e  P o r ta l i /* d i s t in g u i s h e s  

t h r e e  p h a s e s  in  the 'h i s t o r y  of p h i lo so p h ic a l  A u g u s t in ism .  The f i r s t  

l a s t e d  up to  the  t im e  of St. T h o m as  A q u in as :

^ H a rn ack , Vol. V, p. 32.
2

E u g en e  P o r t a l i / ,  "A ugustine  of H ip p o ,"  C atho lic  E n c y c lo p e d ia , 
Vol. I, p . 99.
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D uring  the  long ag es  w h ich  w e re  d a rk e n e d  by  the  in v a s io n  of the  
b a r b a r i a n s ,  bu t w h ich  w e r e  n e v e r th e le s s  b u rd e n e d  w ith  th e  r e s p o n 
s ib i l i ty  of s a f e g u a rd in g  the  s c ie n c e s  of the  fu tu r e ,  we m a y  s a y  
th a t  A u g u st in e  w as  th e  G r e a t  M a s te r  of th e  W est .  He w as a b s o lu te ly  
w ithou t a  r iv a l ,  o r  if t h e r e  w as  one, i t  w as  one of h is  d i s c ip le s ,  
G re g o ry  the  G r e a t ,  who, a f t e r  be ing  f o r m e d  in  h is  schoo l,  p o p u 
l a r i s e d  h is  th e o r i e s  . . . .  H ence  a c u r r e n t  of P la to n ic  id e a s  w as  
s t a r t e d  w h ich  w il l  n e v e r  c e a s e  to a c t  upon W e s te rn  thought. ^

The s ig n if ic a n c e  of th is  p ow erfu l in f lu en ce  on the  h i s t o r y  of 

C h r i s t i a n  a s c e t i c  thought is d if f icu l t  to  o v e r e s t im a te .  We h av e  s e e n  

in  th is  c h a p te r  how h is  own e x p e r ie n c e  co m b in ed  w ith  h is  N eo p la to n ic  

le an in g s  to m ak e  a s c e t i c i s m  p e r v a s iv e  in  h i s  ph ilo so p h y . T h e r e  is  in  

h im ,  a s  in  P la to ,  an  e le m e n t  of t h i s - w o r ld l in e s s  - -  n e c e s s a r i l y  so , 

in  v iew  of the  ro le  t h r u s t  upon h im  by the  C h u rc h  and  by  the  a t ta c k s  

upon i t .  T h e re  i s  a l s o  the  o th e rw o r ld ly  e le m e n t  in  h im  - - a s  show n 

in  h is  a t t e m p t  to  r e fu s e  the  o ff ice s  vo ted  to  h im  in  Hippo. T h is  o t h e r 

w o r ld l in e s s  is  p e r v a s iv e  in  h i s  p h ilo sophy , s t r e n g th e n e d  a s  i t  i s  by  

h is  d e b ts  to  N e o p la to n ism .

At f i r s t  g la n ce ,  i t  m ig h t  s e e m  p re s u m p tu o u s  to  a t te m p t  to  end

a d i s c u s s io n  of the  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  b a ck g ro u n d  w ith  a  m a n  who d ie d  so m e

tw en ty  y e a r s  a f t e r  the  f i r s t  s a c k  of R om e. V a r io u s  h i s t o r i a n s ,  h o w e v e r ,

h av e  te s t i f i e d  to  the  p e r v a s iv e n e s s  of A u g u s t in ian  in f lu en ce  d u r in g  the

M iddle  A g es .  P o r t a l i ^ ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  a s s e r t s .

In the  p r e - T h o m i s t i c  p e r io d  of S c h o la s t ic i s m ,  th en  in  p r o c e s s  of 
fo rm a t io n ,  n a m e ly  f r o m  A n se lm  to A lb e r t  th e  G re a t ,  A u g u s t in e  
is  the  g r e a t  i n s p i r e r  of a l l  the  m a s t e r s ,  s u c h  a s  A n se lm , A b e la r d ,

^Ibid.
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Hugo of St. V ic to r ,  who is  c a l led  by  his c o n te m p o r a r i e s ,  a n o th e r  
A u g u s t in e ,  o r  even  the  so u l  of A u g u s t in e .  A nd it  i s  p r o p e r  to 
r e m a r k  . . . th a t  f r o m  th e  t im e  of A n s e lm  th e  cu lt of A u g u s t in ia n  
id e a s  e x e r c i s e d  an  e n o rm o u s  in fluence  on E n g l i s h  thought in  the  
M idd le  A g e s .  As r e g a r d s  P e t e r  L o m b a rd ,  h i s  S en ten ces  a r e  l i t t l e  
e l s e  th a n  an  e f fo r t  to s y n th e s iz e  the  A u g u s t in ia n  t h e o r i e s .  ^

T h e r e  a r e  in d e ed  o th e r  N eo p la to n ic  d e fe n d e rs  of o th e r w o r ld l in e s s  a f t e r  

A u g u s t in e ,  even  so m e  who show  l i t t le  ev id en c e  of h is  in f lu en ce .  If 

th is  w e r e  s im p ly  a  s tu d y  of N e o p la to n ism  in  the  M idd le  A g es ,  we could  

h a r d ly  ig n o re  B o e th iu s ,  o r  M a c ro b iu s ,  o r  p s e u d o -D io n y s iu s  the  A re o p a g i te .  

T h e s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  in  no e s s e n t i a l  w ay  c o n t r a d ic te d  the  A u g u s t ia n ia n  a s 

c e t ic  p h ilo so p h y ;  on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  they  s u p p o r te d  a n d  r e in f o r c e d  i t .  Up 

to  the  t im e  of th e  e n t r a n c e  of A r i s to t e l i a n i s m  on th e  s c e n e .  N e o p la to n ism  

and  A u g u s t in i s m  h e ld  sw ay . A s  w e know f r o m  th e  c a s e  of a  m a n  l ik e  

C h a u c e r ,  B o e th iu s  and  o th e r  N eop la ton ic  w r i t e r s  w e r e  s t i l l  in f lu e n t ia l  

a f t e r  th e  a d v en t  of A r i s to t e l i a n i s m .

A s we m ig h t  h av e  e x p e c te d ,  P o r t a l i ^  d e f in e s  the  s e c o n d  p h a s e  of

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  A u g u s t in ism  a s  beg inn ing  in  th e  th i r t e e n th  c e n tu r y  a t  the
♦ * **

t im e  of A lb e r t  the  G r e a t  and  T h o m as  A q u in a s .  A t f i r s t  the  in t r o d u c t io n  • 

of A r i s t o t e l i a n  m e th o d s  b ro u g h t  a  h o r r i f i e d  r e a c t io n  f r o m  the  m o r e  c o n 

s e r v a t iv e  m e n ,  e d u c a te d  in a  t r a d i t io n  of N e o p la to n ic  A u g u s t in ism .

T he d o c t r in a l  re v o lu t io n  b ro u g h t  abou t by  A lb e r t  the  G re a t  and  
T h o m a s  A qu inas  in  f a v o r  of A r i s to t l e  s t a r t l e d  the  o ld  School of 
A u g u s t in i s m  am ong  th e  D o m in ican s  a s  w e l l  a s  am ong  the F r a n c i s c a n s ,  
b u t  e s p e c ia l l y  am ong  the  l a t t e r ,  who w e r e  th e  d i s c ip le s  of th e  e m in e n t

^Ibid.
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A u g u s t in ia n  d o c to r ,  St. B o n av e n tu re .  T h is  w il l  ex p la in  the  c o n d e m n a 
t io n s ,  h i th e r to  l i t t l e  u n d e rs to o d ,  of m a n y  p ro p o s i t io n s  of St. T h o m as  
A q u in as  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  h is  d ea th ,  on the  7 th  of M a rc h ,  1277, by  
the  A rc h b is h o p  of C a n te rb u r y ,  R o b e r t  K i lw a rd ly ,  a  D o m in ican . The 
A u g u s t in ia n  s c h o o l  r e p r e s e n t e d  t r a d i t io n ;  T h o m is m  p r o g r e s s .  ^

T h is  co n d em n a tio n  of 1277, h o w e v e r ,  w as  th e  l a s t  t r iu m p h  o v e r  

T h o m is m .  A f te r  th is ,  th e  p re v a i l in g  p h ilo so p h y  g ra d u a l ly  c am e  to  an  

a c c o m m o d a t io n  w ith  T h o m is m ,  w hich  a f t e r  a l l  w a s  no t a n t i th e t ic  to  m o s t  

of the  r e c e iv e d ,  A u g u s t in ia n  t r a d i t io n ;  on the  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  w as a  k ind  of 

A u g u s t in i s m  a d a p te d  to  A r i s to t e l i a n  m e th o d s .  It w a s  no t long b e fo re  

the  c a n o n iz a t io n  of St. T h o m a s  ( F e b r u a r y  14, 1325) e r a s e d  the  s t ig m a  

of the c o n d e m n a t io n s .  The m o d e r a t io n  of th e  e a r l y  T h o m is ts  an d  the  

g e n e r a l  re c o g n i t io n  of the  s i m i l a r i t i e s  of the o ld  and  new  s y s t e m s  u n 

d o u b ted ly  h a s te n e d  the  p r o g r e s s .  P o r t a l i ^  c o m m e n ts ,

A lb e r t  the  G re a t  an d  St. T h o m a s ,  f a r  f r o m  b e in g  a d v e r s a r i e s  of 
St. A u g u s t in e ,  a s  th e y  w e r e  r e p o r te d  to b e ,  p la c e d  th e m s e lv e s  in 
h is  s c h o o l ,  and  w hile  m od ify ing  c e r t a in  t h e o r i e s ,  took  o v e r  into 
t h e i r  s y s t e m  the  d o c t r in e  of the  A f r ic a n  b ish o p .  How m a n y  a r t i c l e s  
in  th e  'S u m m a ' of St. T h o m as  h ave  no o th e r  o b je c t  th an  to  i n c o r 
p o r a t e  the  th eo lo g y  th is  o r  the o th e r  th e o r y  w h ich  w as  c h e r i s h e d  
b y  St. A u g u s t in e  . . . .  H ence  th e r e  w as  no lo n g e r  any  s ch o o l  
s t r i c t l y  A u g u s t in ia n ,  b e c a u s e  e v e r y  s ch o o l  w as  su ch .  T h ey  a l l  
e l im in a te d  c e r t a in  s p e c ia l  p o in ts  and  r e t a in e d  the  s a m e  v e n e r a t io n  
f o r  th e  m a s t e r .  2

On the  w ho le , St. A u g u s t in e 's  la u d a t io n  of v i rg in i ty  and  th e  a s 

c e t ic  l i f e  is  a c c e p te d  w ith o u t  d e m u r  by  the  c l e r i c s  of th e  M iddle  A g es ,  

a s  we s h a l l  n o te  in  the  n e x t  c h a p te r .  T he  two g r e a t  f ig u r e s  of P a u l  and  

A u g u s t in e  gave  g r e a t  a u th o r i ty  to  the  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  a s c e t i c i s m  and

^Ibid. , p. 100 ^Ibid.
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v i r g in i ty  o v e r  a  life  of the  s e n s e s  and  p r o c r e a t io n ;  the  te s t im o n y  of 

m e n  l ik e  J e r o m e  and  A m b r o s e  gave added  w e ig h t .  The p h i lo so p h ic a l  

ju s t i f i c a t io n  of a s c e t i c i s m  a s  en u n c ia ted  b y  A u g u s t in e  p r e p a r e d  the  w ay. 

The a c c e p ta n c e  of i t  by  l a t e r  c l e r i c s  and th e  e m b o d im e n t  of it  in  t h e i r  

w r i t in g s  and  e s p e c ia l ly  in  t h e i r  s e r m o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  it  a s  the  o ff ic ia l  

id e a l ,  a s  L o v e jo y  n o ted ,  in  p r e f e r e n c e  to a  m e r e l y  na tura l t h i s - w o r l d l i 

n e s s .  B e c a u s e  of h is  r e g a r d  fo r  h is  m o th e r ,  the  sa in t ly  M onnica , 

A u g u s t in e  m ig h t  h av e  b e en  qu ite  s u r p r i s e d  a t  th e  ou tco m e; b u t h e  had  

h e lp e d  to  pave  the w ay  f o r  an d  to  ju s t i fy  a n t i f e m in is m .
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C H A P T E R  VI

VIRGINITY AND MARRIAGE

The A u g u s t in ia n  t h e o r y  of o r ig in a l  s in  n e c e s s a r i l y  im p l ie d  a  low  
view  of the  m a r r i a g e  s t a t e .  A u g u s t in e  f o r g e d  th i s  t h e o r y  in  the  
h e a t  of c o n t r o v e r s y ;  and  m e d ie v a l  o r th o d o x y  fo l lo w ed  h im  in to  
h is  l e a s t  f l a t t e r in g  c o n c lu s io n s .  ^

C h r i s t i a n i ty  c a m e  to  look  upon s e x  a s  th e  w o r s t  f o r m  of ev il ,  an d  
the  g r e a t e s t  te m p ta t io n  to w h ich  m a n  is  h e i r .  T h is  b e l ie f ,  a s  i t  
f in a l ly  c r y s t a l l i z e d ,  w as  a  p ro d u c t  of o r th o d o x  J u d a i s m ,  p r e - C h r i s  
t ia n  a s c e t i c i s m ,  the  p u r i f ic a t io n  t r e n d s  in  the  m y s t e r y  c u l ts ,  the  
g e n e r a l  s u p e r n a t u r a l  o r ie n ta t io n  of C h r is t ia n i ty ,  a n d  the  a b n o r m a l  
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  of P a u l  and  A u g u s t in e . ^

The c a u s e s  w h ich  b ro u g h t  ab o u t m o n a s t i c i s m  p r e v e n te d  the  r e c o g 
n i t io n  of th e  a b so lu te  h o l in e s s  of m a r r i a g e  w ith in  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
c o m m u n i t ie s  . . . .  So m a r r i a g e  fe l l  b e lo w  th e  d e m a n d s  of C h r i s 
t ia n  id e a l i s m ;  i t  w a s  not r a i s e d  to  t h e i r  le v e l ,  b u t  w a s  d e f in i te ly  
n u m b e r e d  w ith  th o se  th in g s  w h ich  m ig h t  be  t o l e r a t e d  b u t  cou ld  not 
be  a d m i r e d .  A b so lu te  h o l in e s s  l a y  only  in  v i r g in i ty .  T h is  w as  
the  m o n a s t i c  o u tc o m e . ^

^G. G. C oulton , F iv e  C e n tu r ie s  of R e l ig io n  (C a m b r id g e  Univ. , 
1929), Vol. I. p . 443 .

^ H a r r y  E .  B a r n e s ,  An I n te l le c tu a l  a n d  C u l tu ra l  H is to r y  of the  
W e s te rn  W o r ld  (R ahw ay, N. J .  : C o rd o n , 1937), p . 293.

3
H e n r y  O. T a y lo r ,  T he C la s s i c a l  H e r i ta g e  of th e  M iddle  A ges  

(C o lum bia  Univ. , 1903), p. 193.

I l l



112

A l a r g e  p a r t  of th e  s to r y  of an t if e m in i  s m  a m o n g  th e  c l e r i c s  is 

c o n n ec te d  w ith  the  r i s e  of m o n a s t i c i s m .  T he m o n k s  w e r e  su ch  a  s o u rc e  

of a n t i f e m in i s m  th a t  the  Wife of B ath  cou ld  s a y  th a t  no t a  one could  sp e a k  

w e ll  of a  w o m an . B e c a u s e  though ts  of w o m en  w e r e  a  s o u r c e  of g re a t  

t r i a l ,  a s  we s e e  in  the  a c c o u n ts  of su ch  a s  St. J e r o m e  and  St. Antony, 

th is  a n t i f e m in is m  w as  on ly  n a tu r a l ;  it w as  in e v i ta b le  th a t  s o m e  would 

m a k e  w o m en  so m eh o w  g u il ty  f o r  t h e i r  h av in g  to  u n d e rg o  su ch  a  t r i a l .  

R e in fo rc in g  th e s e  f e e l in g s  w as  the  g e n e r a l  v iew  of E v e ,  th e  f i r s t  w om an , 

a s  h av in g  g iven  in  e a s i l y  to the  s e r p e n t ,  th e n  h e lp e d  b r in g  the  dow nfall 

of A d a m , the  f i r s t  m a n .

T he in f lu en c e  of the  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  ju s t i f i c a t io n s  of a s c e t i c i s m  

on the  r i s e  of m o n a s t i c i s m  w as  p ro b a b ly  no t g r e a t ;  a s  n o te d  b e fo re ,  

the  im p u ls e  to le a v e  th e  c o m m u n i t ie s  g re w  w ith  th e  p o p u la r i ty  of C h r i s 

t ia n i ty .  The m o n k s  u s e d  th e s e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s u p p o r t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  to 

ju s t i f y  th e  im p u ls e  w h ich  h a d  led  th e m  a w ay  f ro m  th e  o r d in a r y  c o m m u n i

t i e s .  T h ey  a l s o  u s e d  t h e s e  e a r l i e r  w r i t in g s  to ju s t i fy  t h e i r  own im p u ls e  

to a n t i f e m in is m .  B e c a u s e  of the  p r e s t i g e  of t h e s e  m o n k s  and  b e c a u s e  

f o r  a  long  t im e  th e y  w e r e  the  g r e a t e s t  s o u r c e  of w r i t in g s  of an y  kind, 

th e  r i s e  of m o n a s t i c i s m  i s  a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  e le m e n t  in  th e  r i s e  of 

a n t i f e m in is m .  It m a y  s e r v e ,  then , a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  to the  a c c o u n t  of 

th e  p r a i s e  of v i r g in i ty  a n d  the  s c o r n  of m a r r i a g e  w h ich  a l s o  f ig u re d  in  

a n t i f e m in is m .
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In th e  p a s t  h u n d re d  y e a r s  c h u rc h  h i s to r i a n s  h a v e  co m e  to r e c o g 

n iz e  j u s t  how s t ro n g  a n d  p e rv a s iv e  w as  the  e x p ec ta t io n  am o n g  e a r ly  

C h r i s t i a n s  of the end  of the  w o r ld .  E v a n g e l i s t s  of the  f i r s t  c e n tu r ie s  

of th e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a  m a d e  fu ll  u se  of o th e rw o r ld ly  and  a p o c a ly p t ic  m a t e 

r i a l  f r o m  the  S c r ip t u r e s  in  o r d e r  to  e n c o u ra g e  z e a l  and  ga in  c o n v e r ts .  

Owen C hadw ick  n o te s ,

St. P a u l  w as  no t th e  only w r i t e r  to u se  the  im m in e n t  a p p ro a c h  of 
the  end a s  a  g ro u n d  f o r  ad v is in g  f r e e d o m  f r o m  the  c a r e s  of m a r r i a g e .  
The e a r n e s t  w a i te d  f o r  the  end in  co n tin en ce ,  p r a y e r ,  fa ith .  ^

We h ave  a l r e a d y  n o te d  th a t  a t  f i r s t  th e s e  C h r i s t i a n  a s c e t i c s  r e 

m a in e d  w ith in  the  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t ie s ,  s m a l l  a s  th e y  w e r e  and  s u r 

ro u n d ed  by h o s t i l i ty  a n d  p e r s e c u t io n ,  in  an  a tm o s p h e r e  w hich  w as quite 

in  k e e p in g  w ith  t h e i r  z e a l .  T h is  p e r s e c u t io n  and  the g e n e r a l  e x p e c ta 

t io n  of the  end of the  w o r ld  p ro m o te d  an  o th e rw o r ld l in e s s  am ong  C h r i s 

t ia n s  who w e r e  e v e r y  d a y  ex p ec tin g  e i t h e r  m a r ty r d o m  o r  the  A p ocalypse . 

T h is  o th e r w o r ld l in e s s  w as  coup led  w ith  an  id e a l iz a t io n  of v irg in i ty :

In the  N ew  T e s ta m e n t  the  d e m a n d  fo r  a s c e s i s , s e l f - d i s c ip l in e ,  
p o s s e s s e d  m a n y  o th e r  a s p e c t s  b e s id e s  the ad v ice  a b o u t  con tinence . 
The c a r d in a l  d e m an d ,  f r o m  the  S e rm o n  on the  M ount dow nw ards, 
w as  th e  d e m an d  f o r  d e ta c h m e n t ;  and  to w a rd s  d e ta c h m e n t  i t  w as 
b e l ie v e d  th a t  c o n tin en ce  could  be  a  u se fu l  a id . B u t a l r e a d y  in 
the  seco n d  c e n tu r y  v i rg in i ty  w as beg inn ing  to  a p p e a r  to  b e  the 
a c t  of a s c e t i c i s m  p a r  e x c e l le n c e ,  the  n e c e s s a r y  fo u n d a tio n  to 
th e  e a r n e s t  and  d is c ip l in e d  l i f e .  ^

^Owen C hadw ick , In tro d u c t io n  to  W e s te rn  A s c e t i c i s m  (L ib ra ry  of 
C h r i s t i a n  C la s s i c s ;  P h i la d e lp h ia :  W e s tm in s te r  P r e s s ,  1958), p . 13. The 
fo llow ing  a cc o u n t  of the  r i s e  of m o n a s t i c i s m  is  m u ch  in d e b te d  to th is  
w o rk  and  to  S c h a ff 's  H i s to r y  of the  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h .

^Ibid. , p. 14.
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T h is  e m p h a s is  on v i r g in i ty  and  c o n tin en ce  a t  t im e s  w e n t  f a r  

beyond  the  bounds of o r th o d o x y . Som e C h r i s t i a n  g ro u p s ,  in f lu en c ed  

by  the  m y s t e r y - r e l i g i o n s ,  m a d e  con tinence  a  co n d itio n  of m e m b e r s h ip ;  

fo r  e x a m p le ,  " M a rc io n  r e f u s e d  to b a p t iz e  any  m a r r i e d  p e r s o n  who would 

not a g r e e  to  d is s o lv e  h i s  m a r r i a g e .  M en l ik e  I r e n a e u s  and  J u s t i n  

M a r ty r  fought th e s e  e x c e s s e s ,  bu t even  th e y  s h a r e d  the  c o n te m p o r a r y  

p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  v i rg in i ty .

By the t im e  of T e r tu l l i a n ,  the n u m b e r  of a s c e t i c s  w i th in  the

C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n it ie s  h a d  g row n  c o n s id e ra b ly .  A t the  end  of the  c e n tu ry ,

M ethod ius  w ro te  h is  S y m p o s iu m , a  w o rk  r a r e l y  e q u a l led  in  i t s  fu ls o m e

p r a i s e  of v i rg in i ty  an d  one to  be a l lu d ed  to  ag a in .   ̂ In th is  s a m e  th i r d

c e n tu ry ,  h o w e v e r ,  the  s i z e  of the  C h r i s t i a n  c o n g re g a t io n s  w a s  g row ing

so th a t  th e r e  c a m e  abou t an  in e v i ta b le  s e p a r a t i o n  of the  a s c e t i c s  and

the  n o n - a s c e t i c s  w ith in  th e  c o m m u n i t ie s  as  the  f o r m e r  sp e n t  t h e i r  days

in p r a y e r  and  s p e c i f ic a l ly  r e l ig io u s  w o rk ,  w h ile  the  l a t t e r  w e n t  about

the b u s in e s s  of e a rn in g  a  l iv in g  and  a c t in g  a s  if th e  end  of the  w o r ld

w e re  n o t  a t  h an d . C hadw ick  c o m m e n ts .

To t r a n s f o r m  th e s e  p r im i t iv e  a s c e t i c s  in to  m o n k s ,  two d e v e lo p 
m e n ts  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y :  (1) w ith d ra w a l  f r o m  the  c o n g re g a t io n ,
(2) co m m o n  d i s c ip l in e  and  ru le .  A lr e a d y  in  the  t h i r d  c e n tu r y  
the  n e e d  f o r  th e s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  w as  b e c o m in g  u rg e n t .  ^

The e a r l i e s t  C h r i s t i a n s  h ad  the  v a lu e s  of the  m a r t y r s :  a  s t ro n g  

s e n s e  of b e in g  p i lg r im s  ' in  t r a n s i t '  on the  e a r th ,  a  s e n s e  of th e  g r e a t

^Ibid. ^Ibid. , p. 15.
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n e e d  to  be only  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s ,  a  s e n s e  of the w o r t h 

l e s s n e s s  of the  o r d in a r y  c o n c e rn s  of l ife  in g e n e r a l  - -  m a r r i a g e ,  p a r e n t 

hood, the  w o rk  of the w o r ld .  A s  C h r i s t i a n i ty  b e c a m e  the  o ff ic ia l  and  

u n iv e r s a l  r e l ig io n ,  the p e r v a s iv e n e s s  of th is  o th e r w o r ld ly  fee ling  l e s s e n e d ;  

c o n se q u e n t ly ,  r e l ig io u s  and  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s  fe l l .  T he  a s c e t i c s ,  who 

w e r e  the  h e i r s  of the o ld  v a lu e s  of the  m a r t y r s ,  b e g a n  to  re m o v e  t h e m 

s e lv e s  f r o m  the  c o m m u n it ie s .

One of the  f i r s t  and  th e  m o s t  fa m o u s  s u c h  r e m o v a l  w as th a t  of 

a n o th e r  E g y p t ia n ,  St. A ntony. A ntony  w as  in f lu e n c e d  a s  a  young m a n  to 

give h is  w e a l th  to  the p o o r  an d  to  b eg in  the l i f e  of an  a s c e t i c  w ith in  the  

c o m m u n i ty  in  w hich  he l iv ed .  Soon h e  w as t r a v e l l i n g  to  o th e r  p la c e s  to 

l e a r n  f r o m  o th e r  a s c e t i c s .

So f a r ,  t h e r e  w as  no th in g  new  o r  o r ig in a l .  A n tony  h a d  b e c o m e  an  
a s c e t i c  in  the  s a m e  w ay  a s  o th e r  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  f o r  m o re  th a n  a  
c e n tu r y .  B ut a f t e r  a  t im e  he  f e l t  the  n e e d  to w ith d ra w  a l to g e th e r  
f r o m  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  of h u m a n  b e in g s .  He r e t r e a t e d  to  so m e  
to m b s  w h e re  he w as  lo c k e d  in  an d  r e m a in e d  in a c c e s s ib le .  ^

T h is  e v e n t  took  p la c e  a t  s o m e  t im e  a ro u n d  275 A. D.

In h i s  L ife  of St. A n to n y , A th a n a s iu s  s a y s  th a t  A ntony s ta y e d

lo c k ed  in  the  em p ty  v a u lt  u n t i l  the  age  of t h i r t y - f i v e  (about 285 A . D. ),

te m p te d  an d  to r m e n te d  by  d e m o n s .  F in a l ly ,  a f t e r  A ntony  h ad  s t r u g g le d

long  an d  h a r d  a g a in s t  the  d e m o n s ,  a  vo ice  s a id  to  h im ,

A ntony , I w as  r ig h t  h e r e ,  b u t  I w a i te d  to  s e e  you in  a c t io n .
And now, b e c a u s e  you  h e ld  ou t and  d id  no t s u r r e n d e r ,  I

^ I b i d . , p. 18.
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w il l  e v e r  be y o u r  h e l p e r  and  I w il l  m a k e  you re n o w n ed  
e v e r y w h e r e .  ^

On the  day  a f t e r  th i s ,  A ntony  d e p a r te d  f o r  P i s p i r ,  w h e re  h e  l iv e d  in  an

ab an d o n e d  f o r t .  To h im  c a m e  m e n  w an ting  to  im i ta te  h is  w ay  of l i fe ,

and  h e  b e c a m e  t h e i r  l e a d e r  and  t e a c h e r .

A ntony w as  g e n e r a l ly  r e g a r d e d  in  the  fo u r th  c e n tu r y  a s  the  fo u n d e r

of m o n a s t i c i s m ,  a l th o u g h  a  few gave  the  t i t l e  to the  h e r m i t  P a u l  of

2
T h e b e s  (228-341). A t any  r a te  h i s  e x a m p le ,  th ro u g h  L a t in  t r a n s l a -

3
tio n s  of A th a n a s iu s 's  L ife ,  h a d  g r e a t  in f lu e n c e .  He i s  s a id  to  hav e  

v i s i t e d  P a u l  in  the  E g y p t ia n  d e s e r t ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  P a u l ' s  d e a th ,  and  

th is  m e e t in g ,  if  i t  to o k  p la c e ,  i s  sy m b o l ic  in  two w ay s:  f i r s t  of a l l ,  

in  the  co n n ec tio n  w h ich  P a u l  w as  a lw ay s  to  h av e  w ith  l a t e r  a s c e t i c i s m  

th ro u g h  the a s c e t i c s '  u s e  of h is  w r i t in g s  f o r  ju s t i f i c a t io n ,  an d  seco n d , 

in  the  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  the  two m e n  - -  th e  one a s o l i t a r y  a s c e t i c  to 

the  end , the  o th e r  a  s o l i t a r y  a s c e t i c  who w a s  to  b e c o m e  the  l e a d e r  of 

a  c o m m u n ity  of a s c e t i c s  w h ich  w as  the  f o r e r u n n e r  of the  m o n a s t e r i e s  

w hich  w e r e  soon  to  be  b u i l t .

P r o b a b ly  St. P a c h o m iu s  w as  a s  im p o r ta n t  a s  St. A n tony  in  the  

founding  of m o n a s t i c i s m  in  th a t  he  f i r s t  fo u n d ed  a  ru le  and  d is c ip l in e

^St. A th a n a s iu s ,  The  L ife  of St. A n to n y , t r a n s .  R o b e r t  T . M ey e r  
(A nc ien t C h r i s t i a n  W r i t e r s  S e r i e s ,  No. 10; W e s tm in s te r ,  Md. ; N ew m an 
P r e s s ,  1950), p. 29.

^ Ib id . , p. 101.

^See,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  A u g u s t in e ' s  a n e c d o t e  in h i s  C o n f e s s i o n s ,  p. 122.



117

f o r  the  g ro u p  of a s c e t i c s  w hich  had  g a th e r e d  abou t h im .  P a c h o m iu s ,  

l ik e  A ntony, b eg an  h is  life  of a s c e t i c i s m  in  a  v i l la g e  and  g ra d u a l ly  

s e p a r a t e d  h im s e l f  f r o m  the  o r d in a r y  co m m u n ity  of m e n ,  e m b le m a t ic  of 

the  m o v e m e n t  of a s c e t i c s  g e n e r a l ly  a t  the  t im e .  A f te r  he r e t i r e d  to 

the  d e s e r t e d  v i l la g e  of T a b e n n is s i ,  he w as  jo in e d  by  o th e r s .  At f i r s t  

the  g ro u p  w o rk e d  f o r  lo c a l  f a r m e r s ,  but a s  the  c o n se q u e n t  s e p a r a t io n  

c a u se d  a  l a c k  of d is c ip l in e ,  P a c h o m iu s  f in a l ly  r e m o v e d  th e m  f r o m  a l l  

bu t m in im a l  co n tac t  w ith  th o s e  ou ts id e  t h e i r  g ro u p . In e s ta b l ish in g  a  

ru le ,  P a c h o m iu s  w a s ,  m o r e  o b v io u s ly  than  A ntony, po in ting  to w a rd  

m o n a s t i c i s m ,  w h e r e a s  the  l a t t e r  s e e m s  m o r e  of a  f o r e r u n n e r  of the  

l a t e r  h e r m i t s  who a t t r a c t e d  fo l lo w e rs  but r e s i s t e d  o rg a n iz a t io n .

One of the  m o s t  d i r e c t  in f lu en ces  in  founding  a  s p e c f ic a l ly

W e s te rn  M o n a s t ic i s m  w as  St. B a s i l ,  a  m a n  w h o se  w r i t in g s  owed so

m u ch  to  O r ig e n  and  m ad e  su c h  an  im p r e s s i o n  on A u g u s t in e .  He had

once  v i s i t e d  E g y p t and  w as  p e rh a p s  in f lu en ced  by  P a c h o m iu s 's  th e o r y

of an  a s c e t i c  com m u n ity .

B ut the  ru l in g  no tion  of m o s t  E g y p tian s  - -  the  s u p e r io r i t y  of the 
h e r m i t  l i fe  to  c o m m u n ity  l i fe  - - h e  r e j e c te d .  H is  w o rk  is  b e s t  
u n d e r s to o d  no t a s  an  o ffshoo t of E g y p t ian  m o n a s t i c i s m  b u t a s  a  
c o n t in u a t io n  an d  e x te n s io n  of the  id ea  of the  p r im i t iv e  a s c e t ic  
s o c ie ty  . . . .  though h is  g ro u p s  w e re  w i th d ra w n  f r o m  the n o r m a l  
c o n g re g a t io n ,  th e i r  q u e s t  f o r  h o l in e s s  i s s u e d  in  p a s to r a l  w o rk  
f o r  the  c o n g re g a t io n  . . . .  T h e re  is  an  e a s y  s te p  f r o m  the a s c e t i c  
g ro u p s  of T e r tu l l i a n 's  day  to  the  b r o t h e r s  of St. B a s i l .  They  
w e r e  g ro u p s  e x is t in g  e s s e n t i a l ly  f o r  the  s a m e  p u rp o s e ,  bu t in 
the  l a t e r  p e r io d  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  in a  c o m m o n  life  so th a t  t h e i r  
p u r s u i t  of p e r fe c t io n  sh o u ld  b e  u n h in d e re d  by  w o r ld ly  d i s t r a c t io n ,  
and  p la c e d  u n d e r  a  s t e r n  ru le  of o b ed ien ce  to  e n s u r e  the
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d is c ip l in e  and  t r a in in g  in  h o l in e s s  w h ich  a  r ig h t ly  a d m in i s t e r e d  
r u le  p ro v id e d .  ^

T he two f a c to r s  n e c e s s a r y  to  t u r n  p r im i t iv e  a s c e t i c i s m  in to  m o n a s t i c i s m

w ith d ra w a l  f r o m  the c o m m u n ity  an d  a co m m o n  ru le  and  d i s c ip l in e  - -

w e re  now p r e s e n t .  S o m eth in g  m o r e  a m b i t io u s  and  th o ro u g h  th a n  St.

B a s i l ' s  " R u le "  w as n e ed e d ,  b u t  the  e s s e n t i a l  fo u n d a tio n s  of m o n a s t i c i s m

w e re  la id .  M o n a s t ic i s m  on ly  a w a i te d  St. B en ed ic t  to  g ive  it a  ru le  on

w hich  to  b a s e  a l l  fu tu re  c h a n g e s .

A th a n a s iu s  f i r s t  b ro u g h t  the  new s of m o n a s t i c i s m  to  the  W est ,

a long  w ith  two m onks  who a c c o m p a n ie d  h is  ex i le  in  340 A. D.

T he  p h e n o m en o n  e x c i te d  a t  f i r s t  d i s g u s t  and  co n tem p t ,  bu t soon  
a d m i r a t io n  and  im i ta t io n ,  e s p e c ia l l y  am o n g  w o m en , an d  am ong  
the  d e c im a te d  ra n k s  of th e  a n c ie n t  R o m an  n o b i l i ty  . . . .  M any 
w en t to  E gyp t and  P a l e s t i n e ,  to  devo te  th e m s e lv e s  to  the  new  m ode  
of l i f e ;  and fo r  the sak e  of su ch ,  J e r o m e  a f t e r w a r d  t r a n s l a t e d  the 
r u le  of P a c h o m iu s  in to  L a t in .  ^

M any  of the  c le r g y  b e g a n  to  e sp o u s e  the  a s c e t i c  w ay  of l ife .

A m b r o s e  sp e n t  m uch  of h i s  t im e  p re a c h in g  a s c e t i c i s m  and  ce l ib ac y ,

an d  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  m o n a s t e r y  in  M ilan , a s  A u g u s t in e  t e l l s  in  Book

VII of th e  Co n f e s s io n s . A u g u s t in e  h im s e l f  s u p p o r te d  m o n a s t i c i s m .

Schaff th in k s  th a t  A u g u s t in e 's

e v a n g e l ic a l  p r in c ip le s  of th e  f r e e  g r a c e  of God a s  th e  only  g ro u n d  
of s a lv a t io n  and  p e a c e  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l ly  in c o n s i s te n t  w ith  the  m o r e  
P e la g ia n  th e o ry  of the  m o n a s t i c a l  l ife .

^C hadw ick , p. 17.

2
P h i l ip  Schaff. H i s to r y  of the  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h  (G ran d  R ap id s ,  

M ich . : E e r d m a n s ,  1950), V ol. I ll ,  p. 201.
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Y et, s a y s  S c h a f f , A u g u s t in e

w en t w ith  th e  th e n  re ig n in g  s p i r i t  of the  c h u rc h  in  th is  r e s p e c t ,  
and  le d ,  w ith  h is  c le r g y ,  a  m o n k - l ik e  l ife  in  v o lu n ta ry  p o v e r ty  
an d  c e l ib a c y ,  a f t e r  the  p a t t e r n ,  a s  he  th o u g h t,  of the  p r im i t iv e  
c h u rc h  in  J e r u s a l e m  . . . . ^

It w as  J e r o m e  who w as the m o s t  z e a lo u s  of a l l  the  C h u rc h  f a th e r s

in  p ro m o t in g  m o n a s t i c i s m ,  an d  in  h i m s e l f  l iv in g  the  l ife  of an  a n c h o r i t e .

He w a s  th e  f i r s t  l e a r n e d  d iv in e  who n o t  only  r e c o m m e n d e d  b u t  
a c tu a l ly  e m b r a c e d  the  m o n a s t ic  m o d e  of l i f e ,  and  h is  e x a m p le  
e x e r t e d  a g r e a t  in f lu en ce  in  m a k in g  m o n a s t i c i s m  a v a i la b le  f o r  a  
p ro m o t io n  of l e a r n in g .  ^

T h is  l a s t  p o in t  i s  im p o r ta n t .  The e a r l i e r  m o n k s  h a d  g e n e r a l ly  s c o r n e d  

le a r n in g ;  A u g u s t in e  r e p e a t s  the  s t o r y  of A n to n y 's  h av in g  to  h av e  the  

B ib le  r e a d  to  h im .  T h e  W e s te rn  m o n k s  a f t e r  J e r o m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d id  

v i ta l  w o rk  d u r in g  the  d a r k n e s s  of the  t r i u m p h  of th e  b a r b a r i a n s  and  

the  d i s in t e g r a t i o n  of the  E m p i r e  in  p r e s e r v i n g  and  p ro m o t in g  the  w i s 

do m  of the  p a s t .  T h a t  th e y  w e r e  o f ten  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d ra w n  to  p r e s e r v e ,  

and  ex p an d  on, a n t i f e m in i s t  w r i t in g s  a l s o  gave th e m  an  im p o r ta n t  ro le  

in  th e  h i s t o r y  of a n t i f e m in i s m .

T he  m o n k s  w e r e  the  d i r e c t  h e i r s  of th e  m a r t y r s ,  b o th  in  t h e i r  

z e a l  an d  in  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  v a lu e s :

In w h a t  d o es  s a n c t i ty ,  p e r f e c t io n ,  h o l in e s s  c o n s i s t  ? W hat 
f r u i t s  a r e  e x p e c te d  of the  ho ly  m a n ?  In the  fo u r th  c e n tu r y  th e  
C h r i s t i a n  r e p ly  to  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  w a s  g o v e rn e d  by  th e  m e m o r y  
of th e  m a r t y r s .  ^

^Ib id . , p.  202 .  ^I b id . , pp. 2 0 5 -2 0 6 .

3
C hadw ick ,  pp. 2 0 - 2 1 .
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Long b e fo re  the  age  of p e r s e c u t io n  w as  p a s t ,  th e  w o rd  m a r t y r  
is  a p p l ie d  to any  one who l iv e s  a  t r u ly  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  l i fe .  T e r 
tu l l ia n  cou ld  w r i te  of a  m a r t y r d o m  of w ill  'p e r f e c t  w ithou t s u f f e r 
ing, ' C y p r ia n  of ' th e  m a r t y r d o m  of v i rg in i ty ' :  a n d  i t  w as n a tu r a l  
fo r  the  a s c e t i c a l  w r i t e r s  of th e  l a t e r  fo u r th  c e n tu r y  to  u se  the 
w o rd  'm a r t y r d o m '  in th e s e  lo o s e  and  g e n e r a l  s e n s e s .

As the  h e i r s  of the  m a r t y r s ,  the m onks  a l s o  w e r e  o th e rw o r ld ly

in t h e i r  though t.  T h is  o th e r w o r ld l i n e s s ,  a s  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  ex p ec te d ,

b e c a m e  d e e p ly  t in g ed  w ith  N e o p la to n ism :

In the  t h i r d  c e n tu ry ,  the  s c h o o l  of A le x a n d r ia ,  l e d  by  C le m e n t  and  
th e n  O r ig e n ,  h a d  co u ch ed  t h e i r  m o r a l  and  a s c e t i c a l  thought in 
t e r m s  p a r t i a l l y  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  the  v o c a b u la ry  of G r e e k  p h ilo sophy . 
The end  of l ife  w as the  v is io n  of God. The t r a in in g  of the  body, 
the  c o n q u e s t  of s in ,  th e  f ig h t  w ith  the d e m o n s ,  th e  p r a c t i c e  of 
v i r t u e ,  w e re  a l l  d e s t in e d  to th e  one g r e a t  end  - -  c o n te m p la t io n  
of God by  p u re  m in d . T h is  la n g u ag e ,  u t i l iz e d  a s  i t  w as  by  two 
p ro fo u n d  th in k e r s  b o th  of w h o m  w e r e  d eep ly  C h r i s t i a n ,  su i te d  
the  n e e d s  of th o se  m o n k s  who th e o r iz e d  upon th e  p u rp o s e  of the 
s o l i t a r y  l i f e :  and  w ith  c e r t a i n  a d a p ta t io n s  e d u c a te d  m o n k s  in 
E g y p t  u s e d  th is  v o c a b u la ry  a n d  th e s e  id e a s  to e x p la in  t h e i r  own 
p r a c t i c e .  T h ey  s u p p l ie d  th e  m o s t  s e n s i t iv e ,  d i s c e r n in g  and  s o b e r  
in s t r u c t i o n  to  be  found in the  E g y p t ian  m o v e m e n t :  and  t h e i r  i n 
f lu e n c e  is  to  be s e e n  e v e r y  w h e r e ,  even  am o n g  th o s e  a s c e t i c s  who 
c a m e  in  t im e  to r e s e n t  i t .  ^

We h a v e  s e e n  how, w ith  A u g u s t in e ,  th is  con junc tion  of a s c e t i c i s m  and

N e o p la to n i s m  w as  s e c u r e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  W e s te r n  C h r i s t i a n  thought.

The f i r s t  e p is t le  to  th e  C o r in th ia n s  is  the  s in g le  m o s t  f a v o re d  

te x t  f o r  th e  F a t h e r s  in  d i s c u s s in g  m a r r i a g e  an d  v i r g in i ty .  T h is  is  i m 

p o r ta n t  b e c a u s e  P a u l  i s  w r i t in g  in  it  in  the  s a m e  k in d  of e x p e c ta t io n  of 

the  e n d  of the  w o r ld  w hich  we h a v e  s e e n  am ong  m a n y  of the  e a r l y  C h r is  

t i a n s . The C o r in th ia n s ,  in  f a c t ,  s e e m  to have  s h a r e d  th is  fe e l in g  and

^Ibid. , p. 21.  ^Ibid. , pp. 2 2 - 2 3 .
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to h ave  a sk e d  h im  if they  sh o u ld  not le av e  t h e i r  s p o u se s  and  live  a p a r t  

in c e l ib a c y .  O th e r  q u e s t io n s  w e re  a sk e d  of h im ,  inc lud ing , we m a y  in fe r ,  

so m e  abou t the la w fu ln e ss  of any  k ind  of s e x u a l  a c t iv i ty .  In h is  a n s w e r  

P a u l  g ives  w ha t B ig h am  a n d  M o lleg en  c a l l  h is  " in t e r im - e th i c .  T h a t  

l a t e r  C h r i s t i a n  w r i t e r s  ch an g ed  the  g round  f o r  th is  e th ic  we sh a l l  s ee  

l a t e r .  The p a s s a g e s  on m a r r i a g e  and c e l ib a c y  h ad  su ch  in fluence  l a t e r  

th a t  a d i s c u s s io n  of the  e a r l y  id e a s  on v i rg in i ty  an d  m a r r i a g e  m u s t  s t a r t  

w ith  th em .

P a u l  b e g in s  the e p is t le  by  rebuk ing  the C o r in th ia n s  fo r  th e i r  d i s 

s e n s io n  abou t the  cho ice  of t h e i r  p r e a c h e r s .  He th e n  goes on to a l lu d e  

to s t o r i e s  w h ich  have  r e a c h e d  h im  about the  l i c e n t io u s n e s s  am ong the  

C o r in th ia n s  and  a d m o n is h e s  th e m  a g a in s t  fo r n ic a t io n  and  the  com pany  of 

f o r n i c a to r s .  Then, in C h a p te r  VII, he  tu rn s  to  th e  q u e s t io n s  th ey  have  

a s k e d  h im :

It i s  good f o r  a  m a n  no t to  touch a  w om an . B u t f o r  f e a r  of f o r n i c a 
t io n ,  l e t  e v e r y  m an  h a v e  h is  own w ife , a n d  l e t  e v e r y  w om an  h ave  
h e r  own h u sb an d . L e t  th e  h u sb an d  r e n d e r  the  deb t to h is  w ife, 
and  the  wife a l s o  in  a  l ik e  m a n n e r  to the  h u s b a n d  . . . .  D e fra u d  
not one a n o th e r ,  ex cep t ,  p e r h a p s ,  by  c o n se n t ,  f o r  a  t im e ,  th a t  
you m a y  give y o u r s e lv e s  to  p r a y e r ;  and  r e t u r n  to g e th e r  again , 
l e s t  S a tan  te m p t  you  f o r  y o u r  incon tinency . But I sp ea k  th is  by  
in d u lg en ce ,  no t by c o m m a n d m e n t  . . . .  B ut to  th e m  th a t  a r e  m a r 
r i e d ,  no t I b u t  the  L o r d  c o m m a n d e th ,  th a t  th e  w ife  d e p a r t  not.
And if she  d e p a r t ,  th a t  she  m a y  r e m a in  u n m a r r i e d ,  o r  be r e c o n 
c i le d  to  h e r  h u sb an d . A nd le t  no t the  h u s b a n d  pu t aw ay  h is  w ife . ^

^T h o m as  J .  B igham  8t A lb e r t  T. M o lleg en , "T h e  C h r i s t i a n  E th ic ,  " 
A C om pan ion  to the Study of St. A ugustine , ed . Roy W. B a t ten h o u se  (New 
Y ork: O xford  U. P r e s s ,  1955), p. 382.

2
I C o r .  7 :1 -1 2 .  A ll quo ta tions  f r o m  the  N ew  T e s ta m e n t  a r e  f r o m  

the  R h e im s  t r a n s l a t i o n  of the  V ulga te .
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M a r r i a g e ,  then , in P a u l ' s  " in t e r i m - e t h i c "  is  a  h a v e n  f r o m  the  d a n g e r s

of in c o n tin en ce ,  bu t only  a  h av en . F o r  th o s e  s t ro n g  ones  who a r e  a b le :

"It is  good fo r  a  m a n  no t to touch  a  w om an . "

To th is ,  P a u l  adds  the  a d m o n it io n  to  th o s e  a l r e a d y  m a r r i e d  th a t

th e y  a r e  o b lig a ted  to  t h e i r  s p o u se s  and  m u s t  s ta y  w ith  th e m . E v e n  fo r

th e s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  c e l ib a c y  is b e s t  if th e y  a r e  bo th  s t ro n g  enough f o r  i t  - -

f o r  t im e  is  runn ing  out:

T h is  t h e r e f o r e  I s a y ,  b r e th r e n ;  the  t im e  is  s h o r t ;  it  r e m a in e th  th a t  
th e y  a ls o  who have  w iv es  be  a s  if th e y  h a d  none  . . . . ^

M a r r i a g e  is  an  e s s e n t i a l l y  e a r th ly  c o n c e r n  an d  can  h in d e r  c o n 

c e r n  fo r  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s ,  w h ich  a r e  v i ta l  w ith  th e  end of the  w o r ld  

im m in e n t .  In th e s e  t im e s  it is  b e t t e r  to s ta y  s in g le  if one is  a b le :

He th a t  is  w ithou t a  w ife , is  so l ic i to u s  f o r  th e  th in g s  th a t  b e lo n g  
to  the  L o rd ,  how  he  m a y  p le a s e  God. But h e  th a t  i s  w ith  a  w ife ,  
is  s o l ic i to u s  f o r  the  th in g s  of the  w o r ld ,  how  he m a y  p le a s e  h is  
w ife :  and he  is  d iv ided .

T h e s e  a r e  the b a s ic  e le m e n ts  on w h ich  l a t e r  w r i t e r s  expan d ed : m a r r i a g e

can  b e  a  re fu g e  f r o m  the  m o r t a l  s in s  of fo r n ic a t io n ;  bu t the  u n m a r r i e d

s ta te  is  p r e f e r a b l e  f o r  th o se  who can  m a in ta in  i t  w ith o u t s u c c u m b in g

to  i t s  d a n g e r s .  T h e s e  'c o u n s e ls  of p e r f e c t io n '  w e r e  soon  ta k e n  a s

d iv ine  c o m m a n d m e n ts  w ith  the  m a r r i e d  s t a t e  on ly  a l lo w ed  to  the  w e ak

who w e r e  unab le  to  w in  the  p r i z e  of v i rg in i ty .

The v e n e r a t io n  of v i rg in i ty  g re w  w ith  the  m o n a s t ic  m o v e m e n t .

It a l s o  fo llow ed  th a t  s a m e  m o v e m e n t  f r o m  the  E a s t  to  th e  W est .  A lthough

4  Cor.  7:29.  ^I Cor .  7 : 3 2 - 3 3 .
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T e r tu l l i a n  a n d  o th e r s  in  the  W est  h ad  e a r l y  r e p e a te d  P a u l ' s  p r e f e r e n c e

of v i rg in i ty  to m a r r i a g e ,  it  w as  in the  t im e  of J e r o m e  an d  A m b ro s e

th a t  th is  v e n e r a t io n  of v i r g in i ty  c h an g ed  to a n  o b s e s s io n .  T he m o s t

fam o u s  and  in f lu e n t ia l  of the  w r i t in g s  in th e  E a s t  w as  th e  S y m p o s iu m  of

M eth o d iu s ,  w r i t t e n  s o m e  t im e  in  the  l a t t e r  h a l f  of the  t h i r d  c e n tu ry .

M ethod ius  v io le n t ly  o p p o sed  th o s e  d o c t r in e s  of O r ig e n  w h ich  w e r e

a t  v a r i a n c e  w ith  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h u rc h  t r a d i t io n ,  b u t  a t  the  s a m e  t im e

a d o p ted  so  m a n y  of O r ig e n 's  m o s t  b a s i c  p r e m i s e s  th a t  h e  m u s t  be  c a l le d

O r ig e n is t i c .  He a c c e p te d ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  th e  d o c t r in e  of the  L ogos  in

i t s  e n t i r e ty .  He a l s o  a c c e p te d  m u c h  of O r ig e n 's  a l l e g o r ic a l  m e th o d  of

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  S c r i p t u r e s .  In r e g a r d  to th i s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  H e r b e r t

M u s u r i l lo ,  it  is  the

a p p l ic a t io n  of th e  C a n t ic le  (and  r e l a t e d  te x ts )  to  v i rg in i ty  th a t  m a r k s  
M e th o d iu s '  a d v an ce  on  O r ig e n  . . . . ^

M eth o d iu s  v a r i e s  the  s y m b o l i s m  of the  m a r r i a g e  of A d a m  a n d

E v e  a s  p r e f ig u r in g  the  m a r r i a g e  of C h r i s t  an d  th e  C h u rc h  by  a l s o

ho ld ing  th a t  the  in d iv id u a l  so u l  r a t h e r  m u s t  b e c o m e  the  b r id e  of 
C h r i s t ,  an d  th a t  f o r  e a c h  the  d e s c e n t  of the  L ogos f r o m  h e a v e n  
and  h i s  d e a th  m u s t  be  r e p e a t e d  - -  m y s t e r i o u s l y  and  in  the  h e a r t  
of the  b e l i e v e r .  ^

H a rn a c k  a s s e r t s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of th is  v a r i a t i o n  by  M ethod ius  in  th is  w ay:

^M ethod ius , T he S y m p o s iu m , t r a n s .  H e r b e r t  M u s u r i l lo  ("A n c ien t  
C h r i s t i a n  W r i t e r s  S e r i e s ,"  N d. 27.) W e s tm in s t e r ,  Md. : N ew m an  P r e s s ,  
1958), p . 41 . T e x t  and  in t ro d u c t io n  c i te d  h e r e a f t e r  a s  S y m p o s iu m .

^Harnack,  V o l .  I l l ,  p. 109.



124

We would no t hav e  h a d  in  the  th i r d  c e n tu r y  a l l  th e  p r e m i s e s  f r o m  
w h ich  C atho lic  C h r i s t i a n i ty  w as  d e v e lo p e d  in the  fo llow ing  c e n tu r i e s ,  
u n le s s  th is  s p e c u la t io n  h a d  b e en  b ro u g h t  f o r w a r d ,  o r ,  h a d  b e e n  
g iven  a  c e n t r a l  p la c e ,  by  a  C h r i s t i a n  th e o lo g ia n  of the  e a r l i e r  p e r io d .  
It m a r k s  no th ing  l e s s  th an  the  t a p e r in g  of the  r e a l i s t i c  d o c t r in a l  
s y s t e m  of the  C h u rch  in to  the  s u b je c t iv i ty  of m o n k is h  m y s t i c i s m .  ^

In h is  m e rg in g  of the  k ind  of m y s t i c i s m  of O r ig e n ,  w h ich  h o w e v e r  

s e e m e d  to give a  r a t h e r  s u b o rd in a te  p la c e  to  the  C h u rc h ,  w ith  the  t r a d i 

t io n a l  r e g a r d  f o r  the  C h u rc h  a s  an  o b je c t  of v e n e r a t io n ,  M ethod ius  i n 

f lu e n c e d  an d  p r e f ig u r e d  th is  s a m e  k in d  of a t t i tu d e  in  W e s te r n  m o n a s 

t i c i s m .  The C h u rc h ,  he  s a id ,  w as  the  m o th e r  of the  sou l, a s  the  i n d i 

v id u a l  so u l  m u s t  s t r i v e  to  b e c o m e  the  b r id e  of C h r i s t .  As M u su r i l lo  

s a y s ,  in  i t s  e m p h a s is  on c e l ib a c y  a s  the  fo c a l  p o in t of a s c e t i c i s m  and  

the  u se  of n u p tia l  im a g e r y  in  i l l u s t r a t i n g  the  r e l a t io n s h ip  b e tw ee n  C h r i s t  

a n d  th e  v i rg in ,

M eth o d iu s '  S y m p o s iu m  h a s  h ad  a  p ro fo u n d  in f lu en ce  on the  s t r e a m  
of a s c e t i c a l  thought in  bo th  the  E a s t  and  the  W es t .  ^

B e c a u se  of i t s  in f lu en ce  an d  b e c a u s e  i t  p r e f i g u r e s  l a t e r  w r i t in g s  on the

s u b je c t ,  th is  w o rk  w il l  b e  c o n s id e re d  a t  s o m e  len g th .

M eth o d iu s '  S y m p o s iu m  is  b a s e d  on th e  S y m p o s iu m  of P la to ;  w h e r e 

a s  th a t  w o rk  s e t s  i t s e l f  to ex am in e  lo v e ,  th is  one go es  ab o u t find ing  w ays 

of p r a i s in g  c h a s t i ty  and  v i rg in i ty .  M e th o d iu s '  S y m p o s iu m  is  a l so  c a l le d  

th e  F e a s t  of the  T en  V i r g i n s , and  in  i t  e a c h  of the  te n  m a k e s  a  sp e e c h  

on  th e  su b je c t  of c h a s t i ty  an d  v i rg in i ty ,  fo llow ed  by  the  s p e e c h  and  

a w a rd in g  of the  p r i z e  by  the  h o s te s s  A r e te .

1 2
Ibid. S y m p o s i u m ,  p. 3.
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T he f i r s t  sp e e c h  is  by  M a r c e l l a ,  and  she  b e g in s  w ith  an  e x o rd iu m  

in  p r a i s e  of v irg in i ty :

V irg in i ty  is  so m eth in g  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  g r e a t ,  w o n d e rfu l  and  
g lo r io u s .  To s p e a k  f r a n k ly  in  the m a n n e r  of the  S c r ip t u r e s ,  th is  
m o s t  b eau t i fu l ,  noble  w ay of l i fe  a lone  i s  the  C h u rc h 's  su s ta in in g  
b o so m , h e r  f lo w e r ,  h e r  f i r s t  f r u i t s .  T h is  is  the  r e a s o n ,  too, why 
o u r  L o rd ,  in th a t  p a s s a g e  in  th e  G o sp e ls  in  w h ich  h e  in s t r u c t s  us 
in  th e  v a r io u s  w ays  in  w hich  m e n  b e co m e  eu n u ch s ,  p r o m i s e s  th a t   ̂
a l l  who m ak e  th e m s e lv e s  v i r g in s  w il l  e n t e r  the  K ingdom  of H eaven .

T he sp e e c h  goes on to u se  P l a t o ' s  c h a r io t  im a g e  in  r e g a r d  to v i rg in i ty :

. . .  i t  d em an d s  s t ro n g  and  g e n e ro u s  n a t u r e s ,  th a t  can  c o m p le te ly  
d iv e r t  the  s t r e a m  of s e n s u a l i ty  and  guide a lo f t  the  c h a r io t  of th e i r  
so u l,  s t r a ig h t  and up and up, n e v e r  lo s in g  s ig h t  of t h e i r  goa l - -  
u n ti l ,  leap in g  e a s i ly  o v e r  the  w o r ld  w ith  th e  l ig h tn in g  sp ee d  of 
though t,  they  s ta n d  upon the  v e r y  v au lt  of h e a v e n  and  gaze  d i r e c t ly  
upon Im m o r ta l i ty  i t s e l f  as  it w e l l s  up f r o m  the  p u r e  b o s o m  of the 
A lm ig h ty .  ^

A lthough  M ethod ius  w as  a  le ad in g  opponent of P o r p h y r y ,  the  N e o p la to n ism  

of su ch  a  p a s s a g e  is ev iden t .

M a r c e l l a  goes on to d e s c r ib e  " the  p la n t  of v i rg in i ty "  w h ich  w as

" s e n t  down to m ank ind  f r o m  h e a v e n ,  " and  w h ich  h a d  to  be  s low ly  n o u r is h e d

f r o m  in c e s t ,  to po ly g am y , to m o n o g a m y  and  m a r r i a g e  c h a s t i ty ,  to  the

v i r g in i ty  w hich  c am e  to  the  w o r ld  w ith  C h r is t :

The f i r s t  q u es t io n  to be a n s w e r e d  is th is  : how  is  i t  th a t  the  m an y  
p ro p h e ts  and  r ig h teo u s  m e n  who spoke  and  ta u g h t so  m a n y  noble  
th in g s ,  not one of th e m  p r a i s e d  o r  e m b r a c e d  the  s ta t e  of v i rg in i ty ?  
T he  a n s w e r  is  th a t  i t  w as  r e s e r v e d  f o r  the  L o r d  a lone  to be the 
f i r s t  to  ex a l t  th is  d o c t r in e ,  j u s t  a s  He a lo n e ,  com ing  in to  the  w o r ld ,  
ta u g h t m e n  how  to d ra w  n e a r  to  God. ^

^Ibid . , p. 41 .  ^Ib id . , p. 42 .

^Ibid . , p. 46.
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T h a l ia  r e p l i e s  to T h e o p h i la 's  a l lu s io n  to th e  f i r s t  E p i s t l e  to 

the  C o r in th ia n s  w ith  the  te x t  f r o m  the  E p i s t l e  to th e  E p h e s ia n s  in  w hich  

P a u l  m a k e s  th e  an a lo g y  of h u m a n  m a r r i a g e  to  th a t  of C h r i s t ' s  m a r r i a g e  

to  the C h u rch .  A s we s h a l l  s ee  l a t e r ,  th e s e  a r e  the  two f a v o r i te  S c r i p 

tu r a l  te x ts  (with the  p a s s a g e  f r o m  G en es is )  in  th e  d i s c u s s io n  of m a r r i a g e .  

T hose  who p a r t i c ip a te  in  h u m a n  m a r r i a g e  a r e  l e s s  p e r f e c t  th a n  th o se  

who p a r t i c ip a te  in  the  s p i r i tu a l  m a r r i a g e  only:

T h o se  who a r e  m o r e  p e r f e c t  an d  h av e  e m b r a c e d  the  t r u th  w ith  
m o r e  p e rc e p t io n ,  and  th u s ,  b y  t h e i r  p e r f e c t  fa i th  an d  p u r i f ic a t io n ,  
h av e  d e ta c h e d  th e m s e lv e s  f r o m  the  a b s u r d i t i e s  of the  f le s h  - -  
th e se  b e c o m e  th e  C h u rc h  and  the  h e lp m a te  of C h r is t ;  th e y  a r e  the 
v i rg in ,  a s  the  A p o s t le  t e l l s  us II C o r .  11:2, e sp o u s e d  an d  w edded  
to  H im  th a t  by  re c e iv in g  f r o m  H im  th e  p u re  an d  f e r t i l e  s e e d  of 
d o c t r in e  th e y  m ig h t  c o l la b o ra te  w ith  h im  in  th e  p re a c h in g  of the  
G o sp e l f o r  the  s a lv a t io n  of the r e s t .  ^

In the  s e v e n th  sp e e c h ,  P r o c i l l a  m a k e s  an  a l l e g o r ic a l  re a d in g  of

the Song of Songs in  w hich  she  s a y s  th a t  i t  w il l  b e  the  v i r g in s  who a r e

the t r u e  b r i d e s  of C h r i s t ,  s ec o n d  only  to one . C h r i s t ,  she  s a y s ,  h a s

s a id  th a t  t h e r e  w il l  be  v a r ia t io n s  in the r e w a r d s  of the  fa i th fu l .

So too in  th is  c a s e  He r e v e a l s  th a t  the  o r d e r  and  h o ly  c h o i r  of 
h o ly  v i r g in s  w il l  b e  the  f i r s t  to  fo llow  in  H is  t r a i n  a s  i t  w e r e  
in to  a  b r id a l  c h a m b e r ,  in to  the  r e p o s e  of th e  new  a g e s .  F o r  
th e y  w e r e  m a r t y r s ,  no t by e n d u r in g  b r i e f  c o r p o r a l  p a in s  fo r  a  
sp ac e  of t im e ,  bu t b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  th e  c o u ra g e  a l l  t h e i r  l iv e s  
no t to s h r in k  f r o m  the  t r u ly  O lym pic  c o n te s t  of c h a s t i ty .  ^

The b r id e  of C h r i s t ,  she s a y s ,  is  H is  bod y  and  Q ueen , an d  the 

v i rg in s  a r e  h a n d m a id s  of it:

^Ibid. , pp. 6 6 - 6 7 .  ^Ibid. , p.  99.
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F o r  so  love ly , in d eed , and  th r i c e  d e s i r a b l e  is  th e  g lo ry  of v i rg in i ty  
th a t  the  c h o ir  and  o r d e r  of v i r g in s  is  cond u c ted  d i r e c t l y  fo llow ing 
the  Q ueen  h e r s e l f ,  w hom  the  L o r d  h a s  b ro u g h t  to  s in l e s s  p e r f e c t io n  
an d  h a s  p r e s e n te d  to the  F a t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  h av e  w on  a s  t h e i r  
lo t  a  p la c e  n ex t  to the  b r id e .  ^

T h is  id e n t i f ic a t io n  of v i r g in i ty  a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of the  N ew  D is p e n s a t io n

is  a  f a v o r i te  a rg u m e n t  of i ts  d e fe n d e r s  and , a s  w e s h a l l  s e e  in  the  c h a p te r

on th a t  su b je c t ,  p la y s  a  ro le  in  th e  h i s t o r y  of M a r y - w o r s h ip .

To th is  sp e e c h  of M a r c e l l a ' s ,  T h eo p h ila  r e p l i e s ,  d e fend ing  m a r r i a g e .

H e r  d e fe n se  is  the  t r a d i t io n a l  one of a l lu d in g  to  the G e n e s is  c o m m a n d  to

go f o r th  an d  m u lt ip ly :

G o d 's  d e c la r a t io n  an d  o r d in a n c e  w ith  r e g a r d  to the  b e g e t t in g  of c h i l 
d r e n  is  s t i l l  b e ing  c a r r i e d  ou t a c c o rd in g ly  up to the  p r e s e n t  day: 
the  C r e a t o r  is  s t i l l  fa sh io n in g  m e n .  F o r  i t  i s  c l e a r  to  e v e r y  one 
th a t  God, l ik e  an  a r t i s t ,  is  s t i l l  w o rk in g  on H is  u n iv e r s e ,  a s  i n 
d e e d  th e  L o rd  a l s o  ta u g h t  w h en  He s a id .  M y F a t h e r  w o rk e th  un ti l  
n o w . 2

H e re  in  c l a s s i c a l  f o r m  is the  c o n f ro n ta t io n  of the  id e a l  of a n  unm oving  

P e r f e c t io n  w ith  an  o v e rf lo w in g  F e c u n d i ty .  The N e o p la to n ic  d i le m m a  

of tw o id e a l s  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  S c r ip t u r e .  M a r c e l l a  q u o tes  I C o r .

7 :38 in  w h ich  P a u l  s e t s  up a  h i e r a r c h y  of va lue  in  r e g a r d  to  m a r r i a g e  

and  v i r g in i ty ,  and  g iv e s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a rg u m e n t  of the  d e fe n d e r s  of 

m a r r i a g e  th a t  v i r g in i ty 's  b e ing  b e t t e r  d o es  no t m ak e  m a r r i a g e  bad .

T he  n ex t  s p e e c h  - -  th a t  of T h a l ia  - -  r e p r e s e n t s  the  c u lm in a t io n  

of th e  d i s c u s s io n  of m a r r i a g e .  In th is  M ethod ius  g iv es  w h a t  h a s  b e e n

^Ibid. , p. 104.  ^Ibid. , p. 49 .
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c a l le d  h is  " C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r in e  of P la to n ic  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  M an, he

s a y s ,  is  caugh t b e tw e e n  two e x t r e m e s :

Two e le m e n ts  w h ich  a r e  u t t e r ly  c o n t r a d ic to r y  to  e a c h  o th e r ,  life  
and  d e a th ,  c o r r u p t io n  a n d  in c o r ru p t ib i l i ty .  L ife  is  e v e n n e s s ;  
c o r ru p t io n  is  u n e v e n n e s s  . . . .  M an h im s e l f ,  b e in g  b e tw ee n  th e se  
two e x t r e m e s ,  is  n e i th e r  a b so lu te  ju s t ic e  n o r  in ju s t i c e ;  bu t p la ce d  
m id w ay  b e tw e e n  c o r r u p t io n  and  in c o r ru p t ib i l i ty ,  to  w h ic h e v e r  he 
b ends  and  in c l in e s ,  he  is  s a id  to tu r n  to  the  n a tu r e  of th a t  w hich  
h a s  g o tten  the  u p p e r  h and  of h im  . . . .  P la c e d  m id w ay  b e tw een  
the t r e e  of l ife  and  the  t r e e  of the know ledge of good an d  ev il,  he  ^ 
w as changed  in to  the  f o r m  of th a t  w hose  f r u i t  h e  h a d  t a s t e d  . . . .

T h e d a  w ins  the  p r i z e  w ith  the n ex t  sp e e c h  a n d  in d e ed  could  h a r d ly

go f a r t h e r  in  h is  p r a i s e  of v i rg in i ty :

. . . v i rg in i ty  a lo n e  m a k e s  d iv ine  th o se  who p o s s e s s  h e r  and  have 
b e e n  in i t ia te d  in to  h e r  d iv ine  m y s t e r i e s .  G r e a t e r  good th an  th is  
is  im p o s s ib le  to  f ind , d w e lling  a p a r t  f r o m  e i th e r  p l e a s u r e  o r  pa in : 
and  th e  w ings  of the  so u l,  im p r e g n a te d  w ith  i t ,  t r u l y  b e c o m e  
f i r m e r  and  l ig h te r ,  a c c u s to m e d  d a i ly  to  f ly  f r o m  th e  i n t e r e s t s  of 
m e n .  ^

T h is  sp e e c h  is  the  m o s t  N eop la ton ic  an d  o th e r w o r ld ly  of a l l  in  

i t s  a c c o u n t  of the  a s c e n t  of the  sou l to  c o n te m p la t io n  of the  D ivine , and 

the  m o s t  r ig o r o u s  in  i t s  a s s e r t i o n  of the  n e e d  f o r  v i r g in i ty .  The v i r 

g ins  a r e  the  o n es ,  sh e  s a y s ,  who do not su cc u m b  a t  a l l  to  the  p a s s io n s .  

T h ey  a r e  c o m p le te ly  o th e rw o r ld ly ;  and  they ,

s o a r in g  up into the  s u p ra m u n d a n e  re g io n s  above  th is  l i f e ,  s e e  f r o m  
a f a r  th ings  th a t  no m o r t a l  h a s  g azed  upon, the  v e r y  m ead o w s  of 
im m o r ta l i ty  b e a r in g  a  p ro fu s io n  of f lo w e rs  of in c r e d ib le  lo v e l in e s s .  
And th e r e  th e y  a r e  e v e r  an d  a lw ays  c o n te m p la t in g  the  s ig h ts  of 
th a t  p la c e .  And h e n c e  th e y  c a r e  noth ing  f o r  th e  th in g s  w h ich  the

^Ib id . , p. 13. ^Ibid . , p. 64.

^ I b id . , p. 105.
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w o r ld  th inks  good - -  r i c h e s  and  fa m e  and  fa m i ly  t r e e s  and  m a r r i a g e  
t ie s  - -  and  th e r e  is  noth ing  they  e s t e e m  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  th in g s  they  
s ee  a b o v e .^

A lthough  M ethod ius  r e m a in e d  w ith in  h is  co m m u n ity  a s  a  b ish o p  a p p a re n t ly ,  

th is  is  the  s a m e  s o r t  of fe e l in g  w hich  w as  lead in g  m e n  like  A ntony and 

P a c h o m iu s  into the  d e s e r t  an d  w hich  w as  soon  g r e a t ly  to  in f lu en ce  A m 

b r o s e ,  J e r o m e ,  and  l a t e r  W e s te rn  w r i t e r s .

W hen A th a n a s iu s  b ro u g h t  w o rd  of E a s t e r n  m o n a s t i c i s m  and  two 

m o n k s  w ith  h im  to R om e in  339 A. D. , m o n a s t i c i s m  and th e  v e n e r a t io n  

of v i rg in i ty  h a d  b e e n  g ro w in g  in  the E a s t  fo r  abou t a  h u n d re d  y e a r s .

H is  b e ing  in  R om e w as  the  r e s u l t  of h is  f l igh t f r o m  the  A r ia n  p e r s e c u 

t io n s .  F a v o r i t e  t a r g e t s  in  th e s e  p e r s e c u t io n s  w e r e  the  m o n k s  and  nuns , 

an d  the  f in a l  t r iu m p h  o v e r  the  A r ia n s  w as  a ls o  a  t r i u m p h  f o r  v i rg in i ty  

a n d  m o n a s t i c i s m .  T he  expounding  by  A th a n a s iu s  of th e s e  id e a ls  and  

h i s  L ife  of St. A ntony a lm o s t  im m e d ia te ly  a r o u s e d  sy m p a th y  and  e m u la t io n  

in  the  W est.

The w r i t in g s  of A th a n a s iu s  w e re  so  l a r g e ly  ta k e n  up w ith  opposing  

A r i a n i s m  and  re c o u n t in g  the ra v a g e s  of the  A r ia n  p e r s e c u t io n s  th a t  

th e r e  is  no t so  m u ch  a s  w e m ig h t  h ave  e x p e c te d  in  h is  a c tu a l  w r i t in g s  

in  d e fe n se  of v i rg in i ty .  T h e r e  is  the  te s t im o n y  of J e r o m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

th a t  h is  v i s i t  to  R om e h ad  a  g r e a t  im p a c t .  P e r h a p s  the  ex p lan a t io n  is 

th a t  in  the  E a s t  h e  d id  no t h av e  to conv ince  o r th o d o x  C h r i s t i a n s  of w hat

^Ibid. , p. 106.
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w as  a l r e a d y  t r a d i t io n a l ,  w hile  in  R om e h e  w as  in  d i r e c t  c o n tac t  w ith  the  

le ad in g  m e n  of the  C h u rch . T he  few  p a s s a g e s  th a t  a r e  s p e c i f ic a l ly  ta k e n  

up w ith  the  p r a i s e  of v i rg in i ty  a r e  m u ch  l ik e  th o se  of o th e r  E a s t e r n  t h e o 

lo g ian s  of h is  day , and  no t f a r  f r o m  s o m e  a l r e a d y  quo ted  f r o m  the  

S y m p o s iu m .

In h is  t r e a t i s e  c a l le d  In c a rn a t io n  of the  W o rd , f o r  e x a m p le ,  he

s a y s  th a t  C h r i s t  is  the  o r ig in  of the te a c h in g  of v i rg in i ty ;

W hich of m a n k in d  . . . tau g h t  c o n c e rn in g  v i rg in i ty ,  and  th a t  th is  
v i r tu e  w a s  no t im p o s s ib le  am ong  m e n ?  But C h r i s t  . . . h a d  su ch  
p o w e r  in  H is  te ac h in g  c o n ce rn in g  i t ,  th a t  ev en  c h i ld re n  no t ye t  
a r r i v e d  a t  the  law fu l age vow th a t  v i rg in i ty  w h ich  l i e s  beyond  the 
law . ^

He a ls o  g iv es  a  t r a d i t io n a l  r e n d e r in g  of the  c o m p a r a t iv e  v a lu e  of m a r r i a g e

and  v i rg in i ty .  M a r r i a g e  b r in g s  fo r th  f r u i t  th i r ty fo ld ,  b u t

if a  m a n  e m b r a c e  the h o ly  and  u n e a r th ly  w ay , even  though, a s  c o m 
p a r e d  w ith  the  f o r m e r ,  i t  be  ru g g e d  an d  h a r d  to a c c o m p l i s h ,  ye t 
it  h a s  th e  m o r e  w o n d ro u s  g if ts :  f o r  i t  g ro w s  the p e r f e c t  f r u i t ,  
n a m e ly  an  h u n d red fo ld .  ^

One p o in t  of the  t r a d i t io n a l  d o c t r in e  of v i rg in i ty  w hich  M ethod ius  

does  no t s p e c i f i c a l ly  m e n tio n  (thought i t  is  p e rh a p s  im p lied )  is  found 

in A th a n a s iu s  - -  the c o m p a r is o n  of the  l i fe  of a  v i r g in  to  th a t  of an  a n g e l :

T he  Son of God . . . , hav ing  b e c o m e  m a n  f o r  o u r  s a k e s ,  and  
h av in g  d e s t r o y e d  d ea th ,  and  d e l iv e r e d  o u r  r a c e  f r o m  the  bondage  
of c o r ru p t io n ,  in  a d d it io n  to  a l l  H is  o th e r  b e n e f i ts  b e s to w e d  th is  
a l s o  upon u s ,  th a t  we shou ld  p o s s e s s  upon e a r th ,  in  the  s t a t e  of 
v i rg in i ty ,  a  p ic tu re  of the  h o l in e s s  of A n g e ls .  ^

^St. A th a n a s iu s ,  In c a rn a t io n  of the  W o rd , t r a n s .  A rc h ib a ld  R o b e r t 
son, ("N icene  and  P o s t -N ic e n e  F a t h e r s , "  IV), p. 64.

^ I b i d . , p. 557. ^Ibid. , p. 252.
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A f te r  the  com ing  of A th a n a s iu s ,  A m b ro s e  and  l a t e r  A ugustine

e u lo g iz e d  v i rg in i ty  in  th e  W est ,  b u t  i t  w as  J e r o m e  who w as  the  m o s t

p e r s i s t e n t  and  e x t r a v a g a n t  in  h is  p r a i s e  of the v i rg in  s t a t e .  H is  m o s t

fa m o u s  w o rk  on the  s u b je c t  is  E p is t le  N u m b e r  Twenty-Two, a d d r e s s e d

to  E u s to c h iu m ,  the  v i r g in  d a u g h te r  of h is  g r e a t  f r i e n d  P a u la .

J e r o m e  b e g in s  by  show ing  the  m o t iv e s  w hich  sh o u ld  m o v e  one to

be  d e v o ted  to  a  l i fe  of v i rg in i ty .  He r e f e r s  to the  p a s s a g e  in  the  Song

of Songs in  w h ich  th e  b r id e  s a y s  th a t  she  is  b la ck :

B o rn ,  in  the  f i r s t  in s ta n c e ,  of su ch  p a r e n ta g e ,  we a r e  n a tu r a l ly  
b la c k ,  and  even  w hen  we h av e  r e p e n te d ,  so  long a s  we h av e  not 
s c a le d  the  h e ig h ts  of v i r t u e ,  w e m a y  s t i l l  s ay :  ' I  a m  b la c k  bu t 
c o m e ly ,  O ye d a u g h te r s  of J e r u s a l e m .  ' ^

W hat is  the  r e w a r d  f o r  s c a l in g  th e s e  h e ig h ts  of v i r t u e ?

T he  c o n tex t  show s - -  'T h e  k ing  s h a l l  d e s i r e  thy  b e a u ty .  ' T h is ,  
th e n ,  is  the  g r e a t  m y s t e r y .  ^

T h is  is  r e m in i s c e n t  of O r ig e n 's  e x e g e s i s  of th e  Song of Songs and p e rh a p s

a l s o  of M e th o d iu s '  S y m p o s iu m . T he  r e w a r d  of v i r g in i ty  is  to be a  b r id e  

3
of C h r i s t .

^St. J e r o m e ,  " L e t t e r  XXII, " t r a n s .  W. H. F r e e m a n t l e ,  ("N icene
and  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s , "  S econd  S e r i e s ,  VI), p . 22.

^ Ib id .

^We m a y  n o te  th a t  n u n n e r ie s  of a  k in d  h ad  p r e c e d e d  the  r i s e  of 
m o n a s t i c i s m .  A f te r  h e  gave w ay  h is  w ea l th ,  St. A n tony  p u t  h is  y o u n g e r  
s i s t e r  into one of th e s e  h o u s e s .  T he  nuns in  th e s e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e re  
c a l l e d  " b r id e s  of C h ris t! 'in  A le x a n d r ia ,  and  A th a n a s iu s  r e f e r s  o ften  to 
the  t o r m e n t s  th ey  e n d u re d  in  the  p e r s e c u t io n s  by  the  A r ia n s .
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It is  in  th is  l e t t e r  th a t  J e r o m e  g ives  such  a  g ra p h ic  d e s c r ip t io n  of

th e  to r m e n t s  of the  f le s h  a g a in s t  w h ich  the  v i rg in  and  c e l ib a te  m u s t  s t ru g g le .

He w a s ,  he  s a y s ,  " l iv in g  in  the  d e s e r t ,  in the  v a s t  s o l i tu d e  w hich  g ives

to h e r m i t s  a  s a v a g e  d w e l l in g -p la c e " ;  ye t

a lth o u g h  in  m y  f e a r  of h e l l  I h ad  co n sig n ed  m y s e l f  to  th is  p r i s o n ,  
w h e re  I h a d  no co m p an io n s  bu t s c o rp io n s  and  w ild  b e a s t s ,  I o ften  
found m y s e l f  am ong  b e v ie s  of g i r l s  . . . .  I r e m e m b e r  how I o ften  
c r i e d  a lo u d  a l l  n igh t t i l l  the b r e a k  of day  an d  c e a s e d  n o t  f r o m  b e a t in g  
m y  b r e a s t  t i l l  t r a n q u i l l i ty  r e tu r n e d  a t  the  ch id ing  of the  L o rd .  I 
u s e d  to  d r e a d  m y  v e r y  c e l l  a s  though i t  knew  m y  th o u g h ts ;  and  s t e r n  
and  a n g r y  w ith  m y s e l f ,  I u s e d  to m ak e  m y  w ay  a lo n e  in  the  d e s e r t .  ^

R ead ing  s u c h  an  a cc o u n t  m a k e s  the  v io len ce  of the  m o n k s  a g a in s t  E ve  and

h e r  s in  and  h e r  d a u g h te r s  m u c h  m o r e  u n d e rs ta n d a b le .

E v e n  in  th is  l e t t e r  to a  d e d ic a te d  g i r l ,  J e r o m e  fo llow s  the  p a t t e r n  

of m a n y  m o n k s  of going f r o m  p r a i s e  of c e l ib ac y ,  to c o n s id e r a t io n  of the 

s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  the  p a s s io n s ,  to  c iting  B ib l ic a l  p a s s a g e s  a g a in s t  the  

i n c i t e r s  of th o se  p a s s io n s .  A lthough it  p r o p e r ly  b e lo n g s  in  the  n ex t  

c h a p te r ,  a  p a s s a g e  fo llow ing  the  one in  w hich  J e r o m e  r e l a t e s  h is  own 

s t r u g g le s  w ith  lu s t  w il l  show  how  n a tu r a l ly  the  one a c c o u n t  could  le a d  

in to  a n t i f e m in is m .  He h a s  j u s t  g iven  h is  own e x am p le  to  E u s to c h iu m  

to show  the  d if f icu l ty  of r e s i s t i n g  lu s t ;  now h e  tu rn s  to  B ib l ic a l  e x a m p le s  :

Do you w is h  p ro o f  of m y  a s s e r t i o n s ?  T ak e  e x a m p le s .  S am p so n  
w as  b r a v e r  than, a  l io n  and  to u g h e r  th an  a  ro c k  . . . ; and  y e t,  in  
D e l i l a h 's  e m b r a c e ,  h is  r e s o lu t io n  m e l te d  aw ay. D av id  w as a  m a n  
a f t e r  G o d 's  own h e a r t  . . .  ; and  yet a s  he  w a lk ed  upon h is  h o u se to p  ^ 
he  w as  f a s c in a te d  by  B a th s h e b a 's  nu d ity  and  ad d ed  m u r d e r  to  a d u l te ry .

^St. J e r o m e ,  " L et ter  XXII, " p. 25.

^ I b i d . , p. 26.
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In the  n ex t c h a p te r ,  e x am p le s  w il l  be  g iven  of the  len g th s  to w hich  su ch

B ib l ic a l  e x a m p le s  could b e  tak en .

In r e g a r d  to the l a s t  p a r t  of the p r e s e n t  c h a p te r  - -  the  d i s c u s s io n

of m a r r i a g e  th e o r y  - -  we m a y  note  J e r o m e 's  n o to r io u s  e x p re s s io n  in  th is

e p is t le  to p r a i s e  m a r r i a g e  p r i m a r i l y  a s  the s o u r c e  of v i rg in s :

I p r a i s e  w ed lock , I p r a i s e  m a r r i a g e ,  bu t it is  b e c a u s e  they  
give m e  v i r g in s .  I g a th e r  the  ro s e  f r o m  the  th o r n s ,  the  gold f r o m  
the  e a r th ,  the  p e a r l  f r o m  the  sh e l l .  ^

M o th e r s  a r e  c o m m a n d e d  no t to  o b s t r u c t  t h e i r  d a u g h te r s  f r o m  re m a in in g

v i rg in s  :

A re  you a n g ry  w ith  h e r  b e c a u s e  she  c h o o se s  to be a  k in g 's  w ife  and  
no t a  s o l d i e r s ?  She h a s  c o n f e r r e d  on you a h igh  p r iv i le g e ;  you 
a r e  now th e  m o th e r - i n - l a w  of God. %

T h e re  is  no n e e d  to l i s t  m o r e  e x a m p le s  f r o m  the  P a t r i s t i c  age  (though

v i r tu a l ly  e v e r y  p ro m in e n t  C h r i s t i a n  w r i t e r  of the  t im e  could  p ro v id e

so m e) ;  the  p r a i s e  of v i rg in i ty  cou ld  h a r d ly  go beyond  th is .

T he p r a i s e s  of v i rg in i ty  w e re  sung f r o m  th is  t im e  th ro u g h o u t the

M iddle  A g e s .  V irg in i ty ,  h o w e v e r ,  w as soon  to  be jo in ed  to i t s  v e r y  type ,

M a ry .  In th e  e a r l i e s t  w r i t in g s  in  p r a i s e  of v i rg in i ty ,  C h r i s t  w as  a lw ay s

b ro u g h t  fo r th  a s  the  e x am p le  of p e r f e c t  v i rg in i ty .  A s the  s e n s e  g rew ,

h o w e v e r ,  of th e  a w e s o m e n e s s  of C h r i s t  in  H is  r o le  a s  Ju d g e ,  M a ry  w as

in c r e a s in g ly  though t of a s  a  m e d i a t r e s s  and  e x am p le  of v irg in i ty .  The

p r a i s e  of v i r g in i ty  did  no t change ; it s im p ly  b e c a m e  a  p a r t  of M a r y - w o r s h ip ,

1 2
Ibid. , p. 30.  Ibid.
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and  c o n se q u e n t ly  the m e d ie v a l  p r a i s e  of v i rg in i ty  w il l  be  ta k e n  up in  the  

c h a p te r  on th e  w o rs h ip  of the  V irg in .

It m a y  be  n o ted ,  h o w e v e r ,  by  way of c lo s in g ,  th a t  ev en  St. T h o m a s ,  

who is  u s u a l ly  c o n s e rv a t iv e  in th e s e  m a t t e r s ,  q u o te s  w ith  a p p ro v a l  in  

the  S u m m a  (Q. 152, A. 4. ) J e r o m e ' s  p a s s a g e  on the  s u b je c t  in  h is  t r e a 

t i s e  ^ L g a in s t J o v m i^ n .  In A r t i c l e  T h r e e  of the  s a m e  q u e s t io n ,  St. T h o m a s  

s a y s .

Now to k e e p  o n e se l f  f r e e  f r o m  the  e x p e r ie n c e  of v e n e r e a l  p l e a s u r e  
h a s  an  e x c e l le n c e  of i t s  own d e s e rv in g  of g r e a t e r  p r a i s e  than  k e ep in g  
o n e s e l f  f r e e  f r o m  in o rd in a te  v e n e r e a l  p l e a s u r e .  W h e re fo re  v i rg in i ty  
is  a  s p e c ia l  v i r t u e  b e in g  r e l a t e d  to c h a s t i ty  a s  m a g n if ic e n c e  to 
l i b e r a l i t y .  ^

A lthough  V e r m e e r s c h  s a y s  th a t  the  C atho lic  C h u rc h  d o e s  no t now h o ld

2th a t  t h e r e  is  a  s p e c ia l  v i r t u e  in v i rg in i ty ,  it  w as  a  v iew  w id e ly  h e ld  f r o m

the  P a t r i s t i c  ag e  o n w a rd s ,  and  i t  w as  a  v iew  w h ich  h a d  a g r e a t  e ffe c t  on

a t t i tu d e s  to w a r d  m a r r i a g e .

T e r t u l l i a n  w as  s t i l l  u s in g  P a u l ' s  a p o c a ly p t ic  a r g u m e n t  in h is  day.

W il l ia m  P .  L e  Sa in t c o m m e n ts .

T he p r o x im i ty  of the  p a r o u s i a  w as a  fu n d a m e n ta l  t e n e t  of M o n ta n ism , 
and  T e r tu l l i a n  s e e m s  to  h av e  b e e n  e x c e s s iv e ly  s y m p a th e t ic  to the  
b e l ie f  b e f o r e  h is  a c tu a l  d e fec tio n  f r o m  the  C h u rc h .  The

^St. T h o m a s  A q u in a s ,  S u m m a  T h e o lo g ic a ,  t r a n s .  F a t h e r s  of the  
E n g l ish  D o m in ic a n  P r o v in c e  (London: B u rn s ,  O a tes  & W ash b o u rn e ,  
1932), Vol. 13, p. 113.

2
A. V e r m e e r s c h ,  "V irg in i ty ,  " C a th o lic  E n c y .  , Vol. XV, p. 48f.
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c o n n ec t io n  b e tw e e n  th is  c o n v ic t io n  an d  h is  e x a g g e ra te d  a s c e t i c i s m  
is  o b v io u s .  ^

A s w e s a w  a t  the  b e g in n in g  of the  c h a p te r ,  th e  co n n ec tio n  b e tw e e n  the  

c o n v ic t io n  of the  im m in e n t  end  of the  w o r ld  and  a n  e x a g g e ra te d  a s c e t i c i s m  

w as  in d e e d  c lo se  in  the  e a r l y  days  of C h r i s t i a n i ty ;  bu t m o d e r n  r e s e a r c h  

h a s  show n th a t  one d id  n o t  n e e d  to  be a  M o n ta n is t  o r  a  c an d id a te  fo r  

M o n ta n is m  in  T e r t u l l i a n ' s  d a y  in  o r d e r  to  h a v e  th is  fe e l in g .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  of th e  t h r e e  e x tan t  t r e a t i s e s  of T e r tu l l i a n  on m a r 

r ia g e  an d  c h a s t i ty ,  the  f i r s t  - -  Ad u x o r e m  - -  w as w r i t t e n  a t  a  t im e  w hen 

a u th o r i t i e s  a g r e e  th a t  h e  w a s  o r th o d o x  an d  w r i t in g  t r e a t i s e s  of im p o r ta n t  

in f lu e n c e  on C h u rc h  h i s t o r y .  T he  d i s c u s s io n  of T e r t u l l i a n ' s  t h e o r i e s ,  

th e n ,  w i l l  be l im i t e d  to  th i s  f i r s t  t r e a t i s e ,  a l th o u g h  i t  sh ou ld  be r e m e m 

b e r e d  th a t  the  o th e r  two w e r e  a ls o  r e m e m b e r e d  and  quoted . In fa c t .

De m o n o g a m ia , the  t h i r d  t r e a t i s e ,  w as  w r i t t e n  w hen  T e r tu l l i a n  w as  a 

th o ro u g h  M o n tan is t ,  a n d  i t  s t a t e s  e m p h a t ic a l ly  a  v iew  w h ich  th e  Wife of 

B a th  >as e m p h a t ic a l ly  d e n ie d  o v e r  a  th o u s a n d  y e a r s  l a t e r  - -  th a t  no 

m a r r i a g e  c a n  be v a l id  bu t th e  f i r s t  one.

Ad u x o re m  w a s  w r i t t e n  by T e r tu l l i a n  to h is  w ife  abou t 200 A. D. , 

e x h o r t in g  h e r  no t to  r e m a r r y  a f t e r  h is  d e a th .  E v e n  in  th is  f i r s t  t r e a t i s e ,

^ W ill iam  P .  L e  S a in t ,  In t ro d u c t io n  to : T e r tu l l i a n ,  T r e a t i s e s  on 
M a r r i a g e  an d  R e m a r r i a g e  (A ncien t C h r i s t i a n  W r i t e r s  S e r i e s ;  W e s tm in s te r ,  
M d. : N e w m an  P r e s s ,  1951), p .  l lS n .  T he  in t ro d u c t io n  an d  n o te s  a r e  
c i te d  h e r e a f t e r  a s  L e  S a in t ;  the  t r e a t i s e s  a r e  c i te d  u n d e r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  
t i t l e s .
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T e r tu l l i a n  p o in ts  out the  e x am p le  of G e n e s is  in  the  q u e s t io n  of r e m a r r i a g e

to p ro v e  th a t  it i s  n o t  good; m a r r i a g e ,  he  s a y s ,

i s  an  in s t i tu t io n  b l e s s e d  by  God f o r  the re p ro d u c t io n  of the  h u m a n  
r a c e .  It w as  p la n n ed  by  H im  fo r  the  p u rp o s e  of popu la ting  the  e a r th  
and  to  m ak e  p r o v i s io n  f o r  the p ro p a g a t io n  of m an k in d . H en ce ,  i t  
w as  p e r m i t t e d ;  bu t o n ly  once m a y  it be c o n t ra c te d .  F o r  A d am  was 
th e  only  h u s b a n d  th a t  E ve  h ad  and E ve  w as  h is  only  w ife : one r ib ,  
one w om an . ^

T e r tu l l i a n  w as  so  p le a s e d  w ith  th is  c o n ce it  th a t  he  r e p e a te d  and  expanded

it  in  the o th e r  two t r e a t i s e s ,  De e x h o r ta t io n e  c a s t i t a t i s  and  De m o n o g a m ia .

St. J e r o m e  l ik e d  i t  and  u s e d  i t  in  h is  e p i s t l e  A d v e rs u s  J o v in ia n u m  and

h is  e p i s t l e  Ad G e ru c h ia n  de  m o n o g am ia .  " In n o cen t  III u s e s  it in  h is

l e t t e r  G au d em u s  in  D o m in o , fo rb id d in g  the  p r a c t i c e  of p o ly g am y  to  con-

2
v e r t s  f r o m  p a g a n is m .  "

L a te  in  th e  t r e a t i s e ,  a f t e r  say ing  th a t  i t  is  b e t t e r  n o t  to m a r r y  

a t a l l ,  T e r tu l l i a n  tu r n s  to  c o n s id e r  th o se  who h av e  a  d e s i r e  to  l iv e  on 

in t h e i r  p o s te r i ty .  H is  a n s w e r  shows th a t  h e ,  l ik e  P a u l ,  th in k s  the  end 

is  n e a r :

To us th is  is  s h e e r  n o n s e n s e .  F o r  w hy sh o u ld  w e be so  an x ious  to 
p ro p a g a te  c h i ld re n  s in c e ,  w hen we do, it  i s  o u r  hope - - i n  v iew , 
th a t  i s ,  of th e  s t r a i t e n e d  t im e s  w h ich  a r e  a t  h and  - -  th a t  th e y  w ill 
go to  God b e fo re  u s .  We o u r s e lv e s  d e s i r e ,  a s  d id  the  A p o s t le ,  
to b e  d e l iv e r e d  f r o m  the  w ick ed  w o r ld  and  r e c e iv e d  in to  the  a r m s  
of o u r  L o rd .  ^

^Ad u x o r e m , p. 11. 

2
L e  S a in t,  p. 115n.

3
Ad u x o r e m , p. 16.
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To th e  p ro b le m  p o s e d  by  Old T e s ta m e n t  e x a m p le s ,  u s e d  a s  la te  

a s  the  Wife of B ath  in  h e r  a l lu s io n  to the m a r i t a l  h a b i ts  of Solom on, 

T e r tu l l i a n  r e p l i e s  w ith  a  d is t in c t io n ,  f r o m  P a u l ,  b e tw een  the d i s p e n s a 

tions  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  C h r i s t .

. . . w e m a y  e x p la in  th is  d iff icu l t  m a t t e r  s im p ly  by  say in g  th a t  it 
w as n e c e s s a r y  in  f o r m e r  t im e s  tha t  th e r e  be  p r a c t i c e s  w h ich  a f t e r 
w a r d s  h a d  to be a b ro g a te d  o r  m o d if ied . F o r  the  Law  had  f i r s t  to  
i n te r v e n e ;  too, a t  a  l a t e r  d a te ,  the  W ord  of God w as  to  r e p la c e  the  
Law  and  in t ro d u c e  s p i r i t u a l  c i r c u m c is io n .  ^

One s o u r c e  of th is  th e o r y  of the two d i s p e n s a t io n s ,  w h ich  we f ind  A u g u s 

tin e  u s in g  in  d i s c u s s in g  m a r r i a g e ,  is  R om . 5 :19 -21 .

On P a u l ' s  s t a t e m e n t  th a t  " i t  is  b e t t e r  to  m a r r y  than  to b u rn ,  " 

T e r tu l l i a n  a s k s  r h e to r i c a l ly ,

. . . b u t  w ha t s o r t  of good, I a s k  you, c an  th a t  be  w hich  i s  su ch  
on ly  w hen  i t  is  c o m p a r e d  to  w hat is  b a d ? ^

As we s h a l l  s e e ,  A u g u st in e  and  J e r o m e  b o th  fo l lo w ed  h im  in th is  a r g u 

m e n t .  T h e y  a r e  f o r c e d  b y  P a u l ' s  own w o rd s  a n d  by  o r thodox  t r a d i t io n  

to a d m it  th a t  m a r r i a g e  is  good, bu t th ey  h a s t e n  to  add  th a t  i t  i s  good only 

by c o m p a r i s o n  w ith  the s in s  of fo rn ic a t io n  a n d  a d u l t e r y  f r o m  w h ich  i t  

m a y  p r o t e c t .  "How m u ch  b e t t e r  i t  i s ,  " e x c la im s  T e r tu l l i a n ,  " n e i th e r  

to  m a r r y  n o r  to b u rn !

N oth ing  i s  to be  so ugh t a f t e r  fo r  the  s o le  r e a s o n  th a t  i t  i s  no t 
fo rb id d e n .  W hen w e com e to  th ink  of i t ,  e v e n  su ch  th ings  a r e ,  in

^Ibid. , pp. 1 1 -1 2 .  ^Ib id . , p. 12.

^Ibid.
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a  s e n s e ,  fo rb id d e n  b e c a u s e  o th e r  th ings  a r e  p r e f e r r e d  to th e m .
To p r e f e r  the lo fty  is  to ex c lu d e  the  low . ^

A lthough  he o p p o sed  C le m e n t 's  s o r t  of f r e e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  in q u iry ,

T e r tu l l i a n  s e t  up the  s a m e  s o r t  of N eo p la to n ic  d ic h o to m y  b e tw een  the

f le s h  an d  the  s p i r i t  a s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  P lo t in u s ;

T he  f l e s h  is  of the  e a r th ,  the  s p i r i t  i s  of H eav en . Now, why is  
i t  th a t ,  h a b i tu a l ly  s e e k in g  e x c u s e s  fo r  o u r s e l v e s ,  we p lead  the  
w e a k n e s s e s  of o u r  n a tu r e  an d  d i s r e g a r d  i ts  s t r e n g th ?  Should no t 
th e  th in g s  of e a r th  y ie ld  to  the  th ings  of H e a v e n ?  If the  s p i r i t ,  
b e in g  n o b le r  in  o r ig in ,  i s  s t r o n g e r  th a n  th e  f le s h ,  then  we h a v e  ^ 
no one to  b la m e  b u t  o u r s e lv e s  w hen  we y ie ld  to  the  w e a k e r  f o r c e .

A s a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  th is  g iv e s  the s a m e  s o r t  of c r e d i t  to the  p o w e r  of

th e  h u m a n  s p i r i t  a s  th e  N e o p la to n is t ,  and  m u c h  m o r e  th a n  A u gustine

w ould  h a v e  a l lo w ed  it .

M a r r i a g e  is  only  a  c o n c e s s io n  to c e r t a i n  h u m a n  w e a k n e s s e s  w h ich

i t  i s  the  d u ty  of a  C h r i s t i a n  to  r e s i s t ;

T h e r e  a r e  two w e a k n e s s e s  in  h u m a n  n a tu r e  w h ich  a p p e a r  to m a k e  
i t  n e c e s s a r y  th a t  th o se  who h a v e  lo s t  a  sp o u se  sh o u ld  m a r r y  a g a in .  
F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  the  c o n c u p is c e n c e  of the  f le s h ,  and  th is  h a s  the  
s t r o n g e s t  pu ll;  sec o n d ,  t h e r e  i s  the  c o n c u p isc e n c e  of the  w o r ld .
We s e r v a n t s  of God ought to  s c o r n  bo th  w e a k n e s s e s ,  s in ce  we 
re n o u n c e  bo th  lu s t  and  a m b i t io n .  ^

In i t s  r o le  a s  a  c o n c e s s io n  to  the  C h r i s t i a n 's  in a b i l i ty  to  l iv e  up to  h is

du ty , m a r r i a g e  is  s o m e th in g  f a r  be lo w  an  id e a l .  T h is  p a s s a g e  th ro w s

m u c h  l ig h t  on w ha t T e r tu l l i a n  m e a n s  w hen  h e  fo llow s  P a u l  in  c a l l in g

m a r r i a g e  "a  good. "

^Ib id . , p. 13. ^Ib id . , p . 14.

^Ibid.
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It w as  in e v i ta b le  th a t  o p p o s i t io n  sh o u ld  g ro w  to m o n a s t i c i s m ,  

th e  low  e s t im a t io n  of m a r r i a g e ,  and  the  e x a g g e r a te d  p r a i s e s  of c e l ib ac y  

an d  v i r g in i ty .  T h is  o p p o s i t io n  cam e  a t  the  s a m e  t im e  the  m o n a s t ic  

id e a l  w a s  ga in in g  fa v o r  in the  W est, The  c h ie f  of the  o p p o s i t io n  w as 

a  c e l ib a te  n a m e d  J o v in ia n ,  a n d  h is  te a c h in g  ev o k ed  p e r h a p s  th e  m o s t  

f a m o u s  a n t i m a r r i a g e ,  a n t i f e m in i s t  t r e a t i s e  of a l l  - -  J e r o m e ' s  e p is t le  

A d v e r s u s  lo v in ian u m .

S o m e t im e  b e f o r e  th e  y e a r  390, J o v in ia n  w ro te  a  w o rk  a t ta ck in g  

th e  e th ic s  in v o lv ed  in  m o n a s t i c i s m .  A c c o rd in g  to  J e r o m e ,  Jo v in ia n  

m a in ta in e d  fo u r  p o in ts  : (1) th a t  'v i r g in s ,  w id o w s, and  m a r r i e d  w om en, 

who h a v e  b e e n  once  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  the  l a v e r  of C h r is t ,  if th ey  a r e  on 

a  p a r  in  o th e r  r e s p e c t s ,  a r e  of eq u a l m e r i t ' ;  (2) th a t  ' th e y  who w ith  full 

a s s u r a n c e  of fa i th  h a v e  b e e n  b o rn  a g a in  in  b a p t i s m ,  can n o t  be  o v e r th ro w n  

by  the  d e v i l ' ;  (3) th a t  ' t h e r e  is  no d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  a b s t in e n c e  f r o m  

good, an d  i t s  r e c e p t io n  w i th  th a n k sg iv in g ';  (4) th a t  ' t h e r e  is  one r e w a r d  

in  th e  k in g d o m  of h e a v e n  f o r  a l l  who h a v e  k e p t  t h e i r  b a p t i s m a l  vow. ' ^

T he  f i r s t  p o in t  w a s  th e  one on w h ich  J o v in ia n  i n s i s t e d  m o s t  

s t r o n g ly .

In f a v o r  of the  m o r a l  e q u a l i ty  of m a r r i e d  and  s in g le  l i f e ,  he  ap p ea le d  
to  G en. i i .  24, w h e r e  God h im s e l f  i n s t i tu t e s  m a r r i a g e  b e f o r e  the  
f a l l ;  to  M att .  x ix .  5, w h e re  C h r i s t  s a n c t io n s  it;  to  th e  p a t r i a r c h s  
b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  th e  f lood ; to M o se s  a n d  th e  p r o p h e t s ,  Z a c h a r i a s  
an d  E l iz a b e th ,  and  th e  a p o s t l e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  P e t e r ,  who l iv e d  in

^ J e r o m e ,  A g a in s t  J o v in ia n u s , t r a n s .  W. H. F r e e m a n t le ,  ("N icene
and P o s t - N i c e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " S econ d  S e r i e s ,  VI), p . 348. C ited  h e r e a f t e r
a s  A g a in s t  J o v in ia n u s .
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w edlock ; a l s o  to  P a u l  . . . .  He d e c l a r e d  the  p ro h ib i t io n  of m a r r i a g e  
and  of d iv in e ly  p ro v id e d  food a  M a n ic h a e a n  e r r o r .  ^

J e r o m e  r e p l i e d  to  th is  w ith  s u c h  la c k  of r e s t r a i n t  th a t  even  h i s  f r i e n d s  

took o ffen ce ,  and  A u g u s t in e  w as m o v ed  to  w r i t e  a  t r e a t i s e  on the  a d v a n 

ta g es  of m a r r i a g e  - -  De bono c o n iu g a i . E v e n  J e r o m e  c a m e  to  f e e l  th a t

2
he h ad  gone too  f a r ,  b u t  the  t r e a t i s e  w as  quo ted  and u se d  long  a f t e r  h is  

own l a t e r  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  it an d  A u g u s t in e 's  t e m p e r in g  of it  w e r e  v i r tu a l ly  

fo rg o t te n .

T r a d i t io n  h a s  i t  th a t  J o v in ia n  w ro te  h is  t r e a t i s e  a f t e r  b e in g  

b o th e re d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b y  J e r o m e ' s  re so u n d in g  p r a i s e s  of v i r g in i ty  w hich  

he r e g a r d e d  a s  b a s e l e s s .  In h is  r e p ly  to J o v in ia n ,  J e r o m e  w a s  anx ious  

to re fu te  the  c h a rg e  b ro u g h t  a g a in s t  the  a d v o c a te s  of c e l ib a c y  and  v i r 

g in ity  th a t  th e y  w e r e  ad v o ca t in g  d o c t r in e s  f r o m  the  G nostic  h e r e t i c s  and 

the  m y s t e r y - r e l i g i o n s .

F o r  o u r s e l v e s ,  w e do no t fo llow  the  v iew s  of M a rc io n  a n d  M an ic h a eu s ,  
and  d i s p a r a g e  m a r r i a g e ;  n o r ,  d e c e iv e d  b y  th e  e r r o r  of T a t ia n ,  the 
l e a d e r  of the  E n c r a t i t e s ,  do we th in k  a l l  i n t e r c o u r s e  im p u r e  . . . .
We a r e  n o t  ig n o ra n t  of the  w o rd s ,  'M a r r i a g e  is  h o n o u ra b le  am o n g  a ll ,  
an d  th e  b e d  u n d e fi led .  ' We have  r e a d  G o d 's  f i r s t  c o m m a n d ,  'B e  
f r u i t f u l  an d  m u lt ip ly ,  an d  r e p le n is h  th e  e a r t h ' ;  bu t w hile  we h o n o r  
m a r r i a g e  we p r e f e r  v i rg in i ty  w h ich  is  the  o ffsp r in g  of m a r r i a g e .

If i t  h a d  m a in ta in e d  th is  t e m p e r a t e  b eg in n in g , J e r o m e ' s  t r e a t i s e  

w ould  no t h a v e  b e c o m e  the  type  and  m o d e l  of c l e r i c a l  a n t i - f e m in i s t  w r i t 

in g s .  H o w e v e r ,  in  w ha t im m e d ia te ly  fo llow s th i s ,  t h e r e  is  a  c l e a r  in d ica t io n

^Schaff, Vol. in ,  p. 229.

2 3Ib id . , p. 229n. A g a in s t  J o v ia n u s , p . 347.
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of j u s t  how  m uch  he h o n o r s  m a r r i a g e  and  j u s t  how  g r e a t  a  p r e f e r e n c e

he g iv e s  to v i rg in i ty .

V irg in i ty  is  to m a r r i a g e  w ha t f r u i t  is  to  the  t r e e ,  o r  g r a in  to  s t r a w .  
A lthough  the h u n d re d - fo ld ,  the  s ix ty - fo ld ,  and  the  th i r ty - f o ld  s p r in g  
f r o m  one e a r th  and  f r o m  one sow ing , y e t  th e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  
in r e s p e c t  of n u m b e r s .  The  th i r ty - f o ld  h a s  r e f e r e n c e  to  m a r r i a g e  
. . . .  The s ix ty - fo ld  a p p l ie s  to  w idow s, b e c a u s e  they  a r e  p la c e d  
in a  p o s i t io n  of d if f icu l ty  and  d i s t r e s s .  ^

It is  no t long b e f o r e  J e r o m e  is  show ing  h is  a n t i f e m in is t ,  a n t i -

m a r r i a g e  b ia s  to the  f u l l e s t .  The le n g th s  to  w hich  h e  ta k e s  s o m e  of

P a u l ' s  s ta t e m e n ts  in d ic a te s  how l i t t l e  c o n v in ced  h e  i s  in  a g r e e in g  w ith

the d e s ig n a t io n  of m a r r i a g e  a s  a  good. On I C o r .  7:1, he ex p o u n d s .

If i t  i s  good no t to  to u c h  a  w om an , i t  i s  b a d  to  to u ch  one: f o r  t h e r e  
is  no o p p o s i te  to  g o o d n e ss  bu t b a d n e s s .  But if i t  be  b a d  an d  th e  
e v i l  is  p a rd o n e d ,  the  r e a s o n  f o r  the  c o n c e s s io n  is  to p r e v e n t  w o r s e  
e v il .  But s u r e ly  a  th ing  w hich  is  on ly  a l lo w ed  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  m a y  
be  so m e th in g  w o r s e  h a s  only  a  s l ig h t  d e g r e e  of g o o d n e ss .  ^

The in f e r e n c e  th a t  m a r r i a g e  is  only  the  l e s s e r  of two ev i ls  s e e m s  i n e s 

c ap ab le  .

J e r o m e  s a y s  th a t  P a u l  only 'a c q u i e s c e s '  to  m a r r i a g e  " l e s t  CheJ

3
shou ld  s e e m  to  condem n  n a tu r e .  " He c a r r i e s  even  f u r t h e r  T e r t u l l i a n ' s  

v iew  th a t  m a r r i a g e  is  good only by  c o m p a r i s o n  w ith  a  l i fe  of f o r n i c a 

tion . P a u l ,  he  s a y s ,

g iv e s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  s a y in g  'If they  h a v e  n o t  co n tinency , l e t  th e m  
m a r r y ,  ' v iz .  'I t  i s  b e t t e r  to m a r r y  th a n  to  b u rn .  ' The r e a s o n  
w hy it  is  b e t t e r  to m a r r y  is  th a t  it  is  w o r s e  to b u rn .  L e t  b u rn in g

1 2
Ib id . Ib id . , p. 350.

^Ibid. , p. 352.
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lu s t  be  a b s e n t ,  and  h e  w il l  no t s a y  i t  i s  b e t t e r  to m a r r y .  The 
w o rd  b e t t e r  a lw ay s  im p l ie s  a  c o m p a r i s o n  w ith  s o m e th in g  w o r s e ,  
no t a  th ing  a b s o lu te ly  good an d  in c a p a b le  of c o m p a r i s o n .  ^

" I t  i s ,  " s a y s  Le Sa in t,  " a s  though  the  A p o s t le  w e re  to  i l l u s t r a t e  the  point

2
by  sa y in g  th a t  ' i t  is  b e t t e r  to hav e  one eye  th a n  none . '"

J e r o m e  r e p l i e s  to  J o v in ia n 's  a l lu s io n  to  G o d 's  c o m m a n d  in 

G e n e s is  - -  "B e f ru i t fu l ,  an d  m u lt ip ly ,  an d  r e p le n is h  the  e a r t h "  - -  w ith

3
an  e p ig r a m :  " M a r r i a g e  r e p le n i s h e s  the  e a r th ,  v i r g in i ty  f i l l s  P a r a d i s e .  "

He e v en  in d u lg es  a  n u m b e r - s y m b o l i s m  to  p ro v e  the  w o r t h l e s s n e s s  of

m a r r i a g e  (excep t a s  it p ro d u c e s  v i r g in s ) :  th e  sec o n d  d a y  in  the  C re a t io n ,

he  s a y s ,  i s  the  on ly  one w h ich  i s  no t c a l l e d  good,

le a v in g  us to  u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  two i s  no t a  good n u m b e r  b e c a u s e  it 
d e s t r o y s  un ity , an d  p r e f i g u r e s  th e  m a r r i a g e  c o n t r a c t .  H en ce  i t  
w as  th a t  a l l  the  a n im a ls  w h ich  N oah  to o k  in to  th^ a r k  by  p a i r s  
w e r e  u n c lea n .  Odd n u m b e r s  d en o te  c le a n n e s s .

J e r o m e  ends h is  d i s c u s s io n  of J o v in ia n 's  f i r s t  p o in t  w ith  an  e x 

te n d e d  a c c o u n t  of "a  book  On M a r r i a g e , w o r th  i t s  w e ig h t  in  go ld , " w hich

5
" p a s s e s  u n d e r  the  n a m e  of T h e o p h r a s tu s .  " T h is  w o rk  is  n o t  e x tan t ,  

b u t  J e r o m e ' s  a c c o u n t  of i t  f u r n i s h e s  a  h a n d y  l i s t  of c o m p la in ts  a g a in s t  

w o m e n  f o r  fu tu re  w r i t e r s .  "A  w ise  m a n  . . . m u s t  n o t ta k e  a  w ife , " 

s a y s  the  a u th o r .  ^ A w ife h in d e r s  o n e 's  s tu d ie s  by  d em an d in g  too  m uch  

a t te n t io n .  A w ife  d e m a n d s  c o s t ly  e x p e n d i tu re  and  w ill  nag  u n ti l  she  ge ts

1 2Ib id . L e  Sa in t,  p. 1 16n.

3 4A g a in s t  J o v in i a n u s , p. 360. Ib id .

^Ibid. , p. 383. ^Ibid.
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i t .  A w ife  " is  the  on ly  th ing  th a t  is  no t show n b e f o r e  she  is  m a r r i e d ,  " 

an d  th e  h u s b a n d  only l e a r n s  th e  w o r s t  a f t e r  it  is  too  la te .  A w ife  w il l  

be  je a lo u s  o v e r  n o th ing , y e t  r a r e  is  the  w o m a n  w ho is  to  be t r u s t e d  

h e r s e l f .  "If a  w om an  be f a i r ,  she  soon  f inds  l o v e r s ;  if  she  be ug ly , it  

i s  e a s y  to  be w anton . "'When a  h u sb an d  is  s ic k ,  a  w ife  m a k es  h im  

w o r s e  w ith  h e r  t e a r s  and  b o a s t s  . . .  of a n x ie ty  . . . .  But if  sh e  h e r -

2
s e l f  is  p o o r ly ,  we m u s t  fa l l  s ic k  w ith  h e r  and  n e v e r  le av e  h e r  b e d s id e .  "

B e c a u s e  J e r o m e  w as  w id e ly  co n ced ed  to  h av e  defended  th e  

s u p e r io r i t y  of v i r g in i ty  a t  the  e x p en se  of cond em n in g  m a r r i a g e ,  A u g u s 

t in e  d e c id e d  to  w r i t e  a  t r e a t i s e  On the  Good of M a r r i a g e  b e fo re  h e ,  too , 

w en t on to  de fend  the  s u p e r i o r i t y  of v i rg in i ty  a g a in s t  Jo v in ia n  (De 

v i r g i n i t a t e ). E v en  th is  t r e a t i s e  w ith  i t s  c a u t io u s ,  c o r r e c t iv e  p u r p o s e  

finds  A u g u s t in e  going f u r t h e r  th an  P a u l  in  r e g a r d  to  m a r r i a g e  and  

v i r g in i ty .  P a u l  h ad  c a l l e d  m a r r i a g e  a h a v en  f r o m  th e  d a n g e r s  of f o r n i 

ca t io n .  B ut A u g u s t in e  s a y s  th a t  even  w ith in  th is  h a v e n  one m a y  s in :

F o r  i n t e r c o u r s e  of m a r r i a g e  f o r  the sak e  of b e g e t t in g  h a th  no t 
fa u l t ;  bu t fo r  the  s a t i s fy in g  of lu s t ,  bu t y e t  w ith  h u sb an d  o r  w ife ,  
by  r e a s o n  of the  fa i th  of the bed , i t  h a th  v e n ia l  fau lt ,  and, th ro u g h  
th i s ,  c o n tin en ce  f r o m  a l l  i n t e r c o u r s e  i s  in d e e d  b e t t e r  ev en  th a n  
in t e r c o u r s e  of m a r r i a g e  i t s e l f ,  w h ich  ta k e s  p la c e  fo r  the sak e  
of b e g e t t in g .  ^

A u g u s t in e  is q u ite  r e a d y  to fo llow  the p a th  of th is  p r e f e r e n c e  

f o r  v i r g i n i ty  to  i t s  lo g ic a l  co n c lu s io n :

^Ib id . ^ Ib id .

3
St. A u g u st in e ,  A g a in s t  Two L e t t e r s  of the P e l a g ia n s , t r a n s .

P e t e r  H o lm e s  & R. E . W a l l i s ,  ("N icene  and P o s t - N i c e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " V), p. 402.



144

But I a m  a w a re  of so m e  th a t  m u r m u r :  W hat, s a y  they , if  a l l  
m e n  sh ou ld  a b s ta in  f r o m  a l l  s ex u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  w hence  w il l  the  
h u m a n  r a c e  e x i s t ?  W ould th a t  a l l  w ou ld  do th is ,  ’ cmDLy in  ' c h a r i ty  out 
of a  p u re  h e a r t ,  and  good c o n s c ie n c e ,  and  fa i th  u n fe ig n e d ';  m u ch  
m o r e  sp ee d i ly  w ould  the  C ity  of God be  f i l le d ,  and  the end  of the  
w o r ld  h a s te n e d .  ^

T h is  m a n a g e s  to em body  b o th  P a u l ' s  long ing  fo r  the  end  of the  w o r ld  and  

J e r o m e ' s  e p ig ra m  a b o u t m a r r i a g e ' s  p e o p lin g  th e  e a r th  w hile  v i rg in i ty  

f i l l s  h e av e n .

In h is  w r i t in g s  a g a in s t  P e la g iu s ,  A u g u s t in e  is  l e s s  c i r c u m s p e c t

in  d i s c u s s in g  m a r r i a g e .  In h is  t r e a t i s e  On the  G ra c e  of C h r i s t , an d  on

O r ig in a l  Sin, A u g u st in e  s t a t e s ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  the  th r e e  good th in g s  of

m a r r i a g e .  M a r r i a g e ,  he  s a y s ,

i s  a  good in  a l l  the  th in g s  w h ich  a r e  p r o p e r  to  the  m a r r i e d  s ta te .
A nd th e se  a r e  t h r e e :  i t  i s  the  o rd a in e d  m e a n s  of p r o c r e a t io n ,  i t  
i s  the  g u a ra n te e  of c h a s t i ty ,  i t  is  the  bond  of union . ^

In going on to d i s c u s s  th e  F a l l  and  o r ig in a l  s in ,  h o w e v e r ,  A u g u s t in e

b e c o m e s  m o r e  e x t r e m e .

When God c o m m a n d e d  A d am  a n d  E ve  to  "be f ru i t fu l  and  m u lt ip ly ,  "

th o s e  w o rd s

a r e  n o t  p ro p h e t ic  of s in s  to  b e  co n d em n e d ,  b u t  a  b e n e d ic t io n  upon 
th e  f e r t i l i t y  of m a r r i a g e .  F o r  by  th e s e  in e ffab le  w o rd s  of H is ,
. . . God fo rb id  th a t  we shou ld  th ink  th a t  m a r r i a g e s  in  P a r a d i s e  
m u s t  h a v e  b e en  su ch ,  th a t  in  th e m  the  p r o c r e a t i v e  m e m b e r s  w ould  
be  e x c i te d  by  the  m e r e  a r d o u r  of lu s t ,  and  no t b y  the  c o m m a n d

^Ib id . , p. 404.

2
St. A u g u st in e ,  On O r ig in a l S in , t r a n s .  P e t e r  H o lm e s  & R. E.

W a l l i s ,  ("N icene and P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " V), p. 261.
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of the w ill  f o r  p ro d u c in g  o f f sp r in g ,  - - a s  the  foot is  f o r  w a lk in g , 
the  hand  fo r  la b o u r ,  an d  the  tongue fo r  s p e e c h .  N o r ,  a s  now 
h a p p e n s ,  would the  c h a s t i ty  of v i rg in i ty  be  c o r r u p te d  to  th e  c o n 
cep tio n  of o f f sp r in g  b y  the  fo r c e  of a  tu r b id  h e a t ,  bu t i t  would^ 
r a t h e r  be  s u b m is s iv e  to  the  p o w er  of the  g e n t l e s t  love . . . .

A ugustine  u s e s  h is  d o c tr in e  of 'v i t ia te d  n a tu r e ,  ' th en , to  a n s w e r

th o se  who u se  Gen. 1:28 in  t h e i r  d e fe n se  of m a r r i a g e .  M a r r i a g e  w as

u n e n c u m b e re d  by  lu s t  b e fo re  the F a l l .  A f te r  th e  F a l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  even

law fu l p r o c r e a t io n  h a s  th is  e le m e n t  of lu s t .

Thus i t  co m es  to  p a s s  th a t  m a r r i a g e  is p e r m i t t e d  to  e f fe c t  a l l  th a t  
is  law fu l in  i t s  s t a t e ,  only i t  m u s t  n o t  f o r g e t  to c o n cea l  a l l  th a t  
is  im p r o p e r .  H en ce  i t  fo llow s th a t  in fa n ts ,  a l though  in c a p a b le  of 
s in n in g ,  a r e  y e t  no t b o r n  w ithout the  co n tag io n  of s in ,  - -  n o t  i n 
deed , b e c a u s e  of w h a t  is  law fu l, bu t on a c c o u n t  of w ha t is  u n s e e m ly :  
f o r  f r o m  w ha t i s  la w fu l  n a tu re  is b o rn ;  f r o m  w ha t i s  u n s e e m ly  s in .

A lthough th is  p a s s a g e  is n o t  p e r f e c t ly  c l e a r ,  i t  s e e m s  to  s u g g e s t  th a t

p r o c r e a t io n  is  n a tu r a l ly  law fu l w ith in  m a r r i a g e ,  bu t th a t  the  u n s e e m ly

a c t  of p r o c r e a t io n  p a s s e s  on the o r ig in a l  s in  to  th e  in fan t,  p a r t l y  by

its  v i t ia te d ,  u n s e e m ly  n a tu r e .

Two l a t e r  p a s s a g e s  s e e m  to s u p p o r t  th is  in t e r p r e ta t io n :

T h is  c o n c u p is c e n c e  of the  f le sh  w ould  b e  p re ju d ic ia l ,  j u s t  in  so  
f a r  a s  i t  is  p r e s e n t  in  u s ,  if the  r e m i s s i o n  of s in s  w e r e  no t so  
b e n e f ic ia l  th a t  w h ile  i t  i s  p r e s e n t  in m e n ,  b o th  a s  b o rn  an d  a s  
b o r n  ag a in ,  i t  m a y  in  the  f o r m e r  be p r e ju d i c i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  p r e s e n t ,  
bu t in  the l a t t e r  p r e s e n t  s im p ly  bu t n e v e r  p re ju d ic ia l .

A  r e g e n e r a t e  m a n  d o e s  not r e g e n e r a t e ,  b u t  g e n e r a te s ,  so n s  a c c o rd in g  
to  the  f le sh ;  an d  th u s  he  t r a n s m i t s  to  h is  p o s te r i ty ,  no t th e  c o n d i 
t io n  of the  r e g e n e r a t e d ,  bu t only the  g e n e r a te d .  ^

Îb id . ^Ib id . , p. 252 .

^ Ib id . , p. 253 .
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If th i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  r e a d s  too  m u c h  in to  th em ,

c e r t a in ly  th a t  t h e r e  is  a  te n d e n c y  in  th e m  in  th a t  d i r e c t io n  is  u n d en iab le .

J u s t  th is  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  is  m a d e  in  a n o th e r  t r e a t i s e  w h ich  the  M iddle

A ges a t t r i b u t e d  to  A u g u s t in e ,  b u t  w hich  is now though t to  b e  b y  F u lg e n t iu s .

On P s .  1:7 ("B ehold , I w a s  c o n c e iv e d  in  in iq u i t i e s ,  an d  in  s in s  d id  m y

m o th e r  c o n ce iv e  m e . " ) ,  F u lg e n t iu s  a r g u e s .

S in ce ,  w hen  m a n  an d  w o m an  a r e  c o m m in g le d  f o r  the  g e n e r a t io n  of 
c h i ld re n ,  th e r e  is  no su ch  c o m m e r c e  of p a r e n t s  w ith o u t  ta in t  of 
lu s t ,  t h e r e f o r e  the  c h i ld r e n  b o r n  of t h e i r  f l e s h  c an n o t  b e  c o n ce iv ed  
w ith o u t  s in , w h ich  s in  i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  to the  c h i ld  n o t  b y  p r o p a g a 
tion , b u t  by  lu s t .  ^

T h is  i s  im p o r ta n t  bo th  b e c a u s e  i t  b o r e  the  s e e m in g  a u th o r i ty  of A u g u st in e  

and  b e c a u s e  l a t e r  c l e r i c s  saw  n o th ing  a t  v a r i a n c e  in  i t  w i th  h is  o th e r  

te a c h in g s .

In the  te n th  c e n tu ry ,  we f ind  St. Odo, ab b o t  of C luny , s t i l l  a r g u 

ing in  a  s i m i l a r  m a n n e r :

Why d o es  God co n d em n  to a l l  e t e r n i ty  an  in fan t  b o r n  of law fu l w e d 
lo c k  an d  c o n ce iv ed  a t  a  p e r m i t t e d  s e a s o n ,  ev en  though  it  d ie  b e fo re  
it  c an  h av e  c o m m it te d  s in ?  S ince  it is  c e r t a in l y  n o t  p u n ish e d  fo r  
i t s  own s in ,  p la in ly  th is  m u s t  be  f o r  the  s in  w h ic h  i s  c o m m it te d  
a t  th e  m o m e n t  of i ts  co n ce p t io n .  If t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  is  so  m u ch  
g u i l t  in  co n ju g a l  c o m m e r c e  th a t  th e  in fan t e a r n s  j u s t  p u n is h m e n t  
f o r  th e  fa u l t  a lo n e ,  how  m u c h  is  t h e r e  in  a d u l te r y ,  o r  in  the  p o l lu 
t io n s  c o m m it te d  f o r  the  s o le  s a t i s f a c t io n  of l u s t ?

If A u g u s t in e  h ad  s to p p ed  s h o r t  of th is  c o n c lu s io n ,  h e  h a d  c le a r ly  

p ro v id e d  th e  m a t e r i a l  fo r  it .  B ig h a m  a n d  M o lleg en  o b s e r v e ,

^C oulton , Vol. I, p. 444.

^ I b id . , p. 445.
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B e c a u s e  of the C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r in e  of C re a t io n ,  he  b e l i e v e s  in  p r o 
c r e a t io n ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  of h is  b e l ie f  in R ed e m p tio n  he  c o n s id e r s  it 
u n n e c e s s a r y .  B e c a u se  of G o d 's  c r e a t io n  and  c o m m a n d ,  m a r r i a g e  
is  f o r  h im  a  good; bu t b e c a u s e  of the  F a l l ,  th e  r e s u l t s  of w h ich  to 
h is  m in d  a r e  t r a n s m i t t e d  th ro u g h  p r o c r e a t io n ,  the  a c t  of p r o c r e a t io n  
is  a lw ay s  c lo se  to  s in . Indeed  o r ig in a l  s in  is  the  m o th e r  of the 
e x c e s s  of p h y s ic a l  p a s s io n  o v e r  and  above the  n e c e s s i t y  of p r o 
c r e a t io n  and  is  a l s o  the  d a u g h te r  of th a t  e x c e s s  in  the  n e x t  g e n e r a 
tion . ^

A p a s s a g e  f r o m  A u g u s t in e 's  t r e a t i s e  On M a r r i a g e  and  C o n cu p iscen ce

m a y  show  j u s t  how  c lo se  he can  co m e  to  the  p o s i t io n s  of F u lg e n t iu s  and

Odo. E v e n  w hen  m a n  and  w ife co m e  to g e th e r  fo r  law fu l p ro p a g a t io n ,

he s a y s ,  " th e  v e r y  e m b r a c e  w h ich  is  law fu l and  h o n o u ra b le  canno t be

e ffe c ted  w ith o u t  the  a r d o u r  of l u s t  . . . .

T h is  i s  th e  c a r n a l  c o n c u p is c e n c e ,  w h ich , w hile  i t  i s  no  lo n g e r  
a c c o u n te d  s in  in  the  r e g e n e r a t e ,  y e t  in  no c a s e  h a p p e n s  to  n a tu re  
e x c e p t  f r o m  s in  . . . .  Now f r o m  th is  c o n c u p isc e n c e  w h a te v e r  
c o m e s  in to  b e in g  by  n a tu r a l  b i r t h  is  bound  by  o r ig in a l  s in ,  u n le s s ,  
in d e ed ,  i t  b e  b o rn  a g a in  in  H im  w h o m  the  V irg in  c o n c e iv e d  w i th 
out th is  c o n c u p isc e n c e .  W h e r e fo r e ,  w hen  He v o u c h sa fe d  to  be b o rn  
in  th e  f l e s h .  He a lone  w as b o r n  w ith o u t  s in . ^

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a m p le  t e s t im o n y  of the w ay  c l e r i c s  fo llow ed  the 

C h u rc h  F a t h e r s  in  t h e i r  m a r i t a l  v ie w s .  E x a m p le s  cou ld  b e  p i le d  up, 

if t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  p o in t  in it, to  show  the  low  e s t e e m  f o r  m a r r i a g e  am ong 

the  c l e r i c s  f r o m  T e r tu l l i a n  to  T h o m a s  A q u in as .  A u g u s t in e 's  g r e a t  i n 

f lu en ce  w a s  o p e ra t iv e  h e r e ,  and , a s  B ig h a m  and  M o lleg en  o b s e r v e .

W ith a  d o c t r in e  of the F a l l  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th a t  of th e  N e o p la to n i s t s , 
A u g u s t in e  is  s t i l l  ab le  to th ink  N e o p la to n ic a l ly  of th e  b o d y  a s  a

^B ig h am  an d  M o llegen , p . 385.

2
St. A u g u s t in e ,  On M a r r ia g e  and C o n c u p is c e n c e , t r a n s .  P e t e r

H o lm e s  & R. E . W a ll is ,  ("N icen e and P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " V), p. 275 .
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s h a c k le  an d  a  s h a m e ,  to be r e s c u e d  by  r a t io n a l  c o n t ro l  fo r  p u rp o s e s  
of p a re n th o o d  o r ,  b e t t e r ,  to be  e s c a p e d  by  c o n t in e n ce  an d  m e d i t a 
t io n .  T h is  d o c t r in e  of th e  s in fu ln e s s  of s e x  h e ld  sw ay  un til  St. 
T h o m a s  w ro te  h is  S u m m a . ^

W ith th e  com ing  of A lb e r t  the  G re a t  and  T h o m a s  A qu inas , the

o ff ic ia l  c l e r i c a l  a t t i tu d e  chan g ed  so m ew h a t .  In l in e  w ith  A q u in a s 's

u s u a l  h an d lin g  of C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  th is  w a s  m o re  a  m a t t e r

of d e g re e  th an  of k ind . B ig h a m  and  M ollegen  a s s e r t .

T he  h ig h  S c h o la s t ic ,  in  w h o se  s a c r a m e n ta l  d o c t r in e  m a r r i a g e  w as  
r a i s e d  f r o m  the  n a tu r a l  o r d e r ,  w en t beyond  the  P a t r i s t i c  v iew  to 
m a k e  fu ll  p la c e  fo r  C h r i s t i a n  fa m ily  l i fe ,  an d  a t th e  s a m e  t im e  
th e y  gave  p r e - e m in e n c e  to m o n a s t ic  d e d ic a t io n  a s  a  so c ia l  fu nc tion  
w ith in  the  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n ity  and  a s  an  in d iv id u a l  c a l l  to m y s t i 
c a l  d evo tion . ^

In c o n n ec t io n  w ith  th is ,  i t  shou ld  be  p o in ted  out th a t  e v en  the  P a t r i s 

t ic  v iew  o f f e re d  the  b e l ie f  in  the  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o r ig in  of m a r r i a g e ,  bu t 

in  t h e i r  w r i t in g s  on m a r r i a g e  th e y  did ten d  to ta k e  a  n a tu r a l i s t i c  v iew  

of i ts  p r e s e n t  s t a t e .

The e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s  h ad  e m p h a s iz e d  I C o r .  7:1 sqq. , w hich  d id  

s u p p o r t  a  n a t u r a l i s t i c  v iew  of m a r r i a g e  by e m p h a s iz in g  i ts  e a r th ly  

v a lu e s  an d  d u t ie s .  The h ig h  S c h o la s t ic s ,  on the  o th e r  hand , u sed  E ph . 

5:22 sq q . , w h ich  su p p o r te d  the  s a c r a m e n ta l ,  s u p e r n a tu r a l  c h a r a c t e r  

of m a r r i a g e :

L e t  w o m e n  be  su b je c t  to  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  a s  to  th e  L o rd :  B ec a u se  
the  h u s b a n d  is  the  h e a d  of the  w ife , a s  C h r i s t  is  the  h ead  of the  
c h u rc h .  He is  the s a v io u r  of h is  body. T h e r e f o r e  a s  the  c h u rc h

^B igh am  and M o lleg en ,  p. 385.

^ I b id . , p. 386.
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i s  s u b je c t  to  C h r i s t ,  so  a l so  l e t  the w iv es  b e  to  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  
in  a l l  th in g s .  H u sb a n d s ,  love  y o u r  w iv e s ,  a s  C h r i s t  a l s o  lo v ed  
the  c h u rc h  . . . .  So a l s o  ought m e n  to lo v e  t h e i r  w iv e s  a s  t h e i r  
own b o d ie s .  He th a t  lo v e th  h is  w ife , lo v e th  h im s e l f .  F o r  no m a n  
e v e r  h a te d  h is  own f le s h ;  b u t  n o u r is h e th  i t  a n d  c h e r i s h e th  it, a s  
a ls o  C h r i s t  doth th e  c h u rc h :  B e c a u se  we a r e  m e m b e r s  of h i s  body, 
of h i s  f le s h ,  and  of h is  b o n e s .  F o r  th is  c a u s e  sh a l l  a  m a n  le a v e  
h is  f a th e r  and  m o th e r ,  and  sh a l l  c le a v e  to  h i s  w ife , a n d  th e y  s h a l l  
be  two in  one f le s h .  T h is  is  a  g r e a t  s a c r a m e n t ;  bu t I s p e a k  in  
C h r i s t  an d  in  the c h u rc h .  N e v e r th e le s s  l e t  e v e r y  one of you in 
p a r t i c u l a r  love  h is  w ife  a s  h im s e lf :  and  l e t  the  w ife f e a r  h e r  
h u sb an d .

In e m p h a s iz in g  the  s u p e r n a tu r a l  bond of m a r r i a g e ,  St. T h o m a s

and  the  h ig h  S c h o la s t ic s  h e lp e d  to r a i s e  i t  f in a l ly  in  the  e s t i m a t i o n  of

the  ra n k  a n d  f ile  of the  c le r g y .  In the  fo llow ing  p a s s a g e  f r o m  the  S u m m a ,

f o r  e x a m p le ,  St. T h o m as  o p p o ses  the im p u ta t io n  of ev il  to th e  m a r r i a g e

w ith  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  the  p a s s a g e  f r o m  E p h e s ia n s :

Now a  h u m a n  a c t  i s  s a id  to be good in  two w a y s .  In one w ay  by 
g o o d n e ss  of v i r t u e ,  a n d  th u s  an  a c t  d e r iv e s  i t s  g o o d n e ss  f r o m  
th o s e  th ings  w hich  p la c e  i t  in  the m e an .  T h is  is  w hat fa i th  and  
o f f sp r in g  do in  the  m a r r i a g e  a c t  . . . .  In a n o th e r  w ay , by  g o o d n ess  
of th e  s a c r a m e n t , in  w h ich  w ay a n  a c t  is s a id  to be no t only  good, 
bu t a l s o  ho ly , an d  the  m a r r i a g e  a c t  d e r iv e s  th is  g o o d n e ss  f r o m  
the  in d is s o lu b i l i ty  of th e  union, in  r e s p e c t  of w h ich  i t  s ig n i f ie s  
the  un ion  of C h r i s t  w ith  the  C hurch . T h u s  i t  is  c l e a r  th a t  th e  
a f o r e s a id  goods s u f f ic ie n t ly  e x cu se  the  m a r r i a g e  a c t .  ^

As the  c l e r i c a l  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  w o m en  fe l l  w ith  the e s t e e m  of 

m a r r i a g e  in  the  P a t r i s t i c  age  and  a f t e r ,  so  i t  r o s e  w ith  the  s h i f t  of 

fe e l in g  in  r e g a r d  to the  c h a r a c t e r  of m a r r i a g e .  But i t  w as no t a  sw ift 

and  d r a m a t i c  r i s e ;  w o rk in g  a g a in s t  it w e r e  a  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  of a n t i 

f e m in i s m  n o u r is h e d  b y  B ib l ic a l  e x a m p le s .  If f e m in is t  th e o r y  w as  a

^St. T hom as A q u in a s ,  V ol. XIX, p. 513 .
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m ix e d  h e r i t a g e  in C h a u c e r 's  d ay ,  the  t r a d i t io n a l  e x a m p le s  of E v e ,  

D e l i la h ,  and  o th e r s  s t i l l  t ip p e d  the  s c a le s  to w a rd  a n t i f e m in is m .



C H A P T E R  VII

A N T IF E M IN IS M  BY B IB L IC A L  E X A M P L E

'F o r g e t  a l s o  th y  f a t h e r ' s  h o u s e ,  ' a s  D avid  . . . a d m o n is h e s :  'T h y  
f a t h e r '  he  c a l l e th  the  im p u r e  d e ed  th a t  b e g a t  th e e  of thy  m o th e r ,  
th a t  s a m e  in d e c e n t  b u rn in g  of the  f le s h ,  th a t  s a m e  f la m in g  i tch  of 
c a r n a l  l u s t ,  b e f o r e  th a t  lo a th s o m e  a c t ,  th a t  b e a s t ly  copu la t ion , 
th a t  s h a m e le s s  c o i t io n ,  th a t  fu l ln e s s  of s t in k in g  o r d u r e  an d  u n 
c o m e ly  deed ,

. . .  If th o u  a s k e s t  why God c r e a t e d  su ch  a  th ing  to b e , I 
a n s w e r  th e e :  God c r e a t e d  i t  n e v e r  su ch ;  b u t  A d am  a n d  E ve  tu rn e d  
i t  to  be  su ch  b y  t h e i r  s in ,  and  m a r r e d  o u r  n a tu r e  . . . . ^

T he  c e l ib a te  c l e r g y  s t i l l  h a d  a  s c o r e  to s e t t l e  w ith  E v e  f o r  h e r  
in d is c r e t io n  in  the  G a rd e n ,  an d  th e y  t r i e d  to  b a la n c e  th e  acco u n t 
b y  a b u s in g  h e r  d a u g h te r s .

V irg in i ty ,  a s  w e h a v e  s e e n ,  e a r l y  b e c a m e  an  id e a l ,  and  m a r r i a g e  

s u f f e re d  a c c o rd in g ly .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  th is  w as  a  p ro d u c t  of the  s a m e  c l im a te  

of thought and  e m o tio n  w h ich  p ro d u c e d  f i r s t  the  m a r t y r s  and  th en  the  

m o n k s .  The m o n k s  an d  o th e r  c e l ib a te s  found the  t r i a l s  and  te m p ta t io n s

^H a li  M e id e n h a d , t r a n s .  8t ed . O sw ald  C ockayne ; r e v .  F .  J .  
F u r n i v a l l . ( E a r l y  E n g l i s h  T e x t  S o c ie ty ,  O r ig in a l  S e r i e s ,  no. 18.) London: 
1922, pp. 12-13.

^ W ill ia m  E .  M ead , "T h e  P ro lo g u e  of th e  W ife of B a th 's  T a le ,  " 
P M L A , Vol. 16 (1901), p . 396.
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of the  f le s h  a lm o s t  m o r e  th an  th e y  cou ld  b e a r .  If it w a s  n a tu r a l  fo r  

th e m  to th in k  th a t  th e s e  t r i a l s  and  te m p ta t io n s  w e re  b y  d e v i l s ,  i t  w as  

a l s o  n a tu r a l  to  th in k  th a t  d e v i ls  h a d  ta k e n  the g u is e s  of w o m en . F r o m  

th i s ,  i t  w as  only  a  s te p  to  th ink ing  of w o m en  as  be ing  to o ls  of the  d e v i ls .  

A n t i fe m in is m  an d  a s c e t i c i s m ,  th en ,  cou ld  be  and  o ften  w e r e  lin k ed  

c lo se ly .

T h e se  m e n  quite  n a tu r a l ly  looked  to the  B ib le  f o r  ju s t i f i c a t io n  

of b o th  fee l in g s  - -  the  g o o d n ess  of c e l ib a c y  an d  v i rg in i ty ,  an d  the  e v i ls  

of w om en  and  i n t e r c o u r s e  w ith  th e m . The f i r s t  e x am p le  th e y  found r e 

m a in e d  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  - -  the  G e n e s is  a cco u n t  of the F a l l .  T h ey  had 

only  to  look  th e r e  to  s e e  th e  t e r r i b l e  r e s u l t  of the  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  and  

the  ev en ts  w hich  le d  to  the  f i r s t  l o s s  of v i rg in i ty .

B e c a u se  E v e 's  s u cc u m b in g  to  the  te m p ta t io n  of the  s e r p e n t  h ad  

b ro u g h t  ev il  in to  the  w o r ld ,  i t  w as  in e v i ta b le  th a t  c l e r i c s  sh ou ld  s ing le  

h e r  ou t fo r  s p e c ia l  co n d em n a tio n .  As a l l  m e n  w e re  s a id  to  h av e  b e en  

p r e s e n t  in A d am  in  the  G a rd en ,  so , i t  s e e m e d ,  w e r e  a l l  w o m en  p r e s e n t  

in E v e .  As she  h a d  b ro u g h t  the  dow nfall of the  f i r s t  m a n ,  so  l a t e r  

w o m en  could  be the  con fus ion  and  dow nfall of l a t e r  m e n .

The a im  of W e s te r n  m o n a s t i c i s m  w as to  e l im in a te  th o se  d e s i r e s  

w h ich  h in d e r  the  c o n te m p la t iv e  l ife  - -  the  l ife  of p e r f e c t  love  of God 

th ro u g h  c o n te m p la t io n  and  th e  co m m u n io n  of the o th e r  m o n a s t ic  w o r 

s h ip e r s .

C hief am o n g  the  e m o tio n s  and  d e s i r e s  - - t o  w it, the  l u s t s  - -  to be 
e l im in a te d  w a s  p a s s io n a te  love  b e tw ee n  the  s e x e s  . . . .  A ll  s e x u a l
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d e s i r e  w as  co n d em n ed , e v e r y  m ode  of l ife  invo lv ing  i t  w as  exc lu d ed , 
and  w h a te v e r  m ig h t  o c c a s io n  it w as  fo rb id d en . M ain ly  to  th is  end 
w as  the  m o n k 's  d ie t  r e g u la te d ,  h is  f a s t s  p r e s c r i b e d ,  and  h is  i n t e r 
c o u r s e  w ith  the  w o r ld  r e s t r i c t e d .  ^

A lthough th e  m o n k  s t r o v e  to  ren o u n ce  a l l  th a t  w as  p e r i s h a b le  and  th a t  le d  

aw ay  f r o m  God, the  fo c a l  p o in t of r e s i s t a n c e  to  e a r th ly  v a n ity  a n d  w e a k 

n e s s  w as  to  the  p a s s io n  f o r  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e .

B e s id e s  i t s  co n n ec t io n  w ith  sex ,  m a r r i e d  l ife  w as  a l s o  l e s s  p e r f e c t  

th an  the m o n a s t ic  w ay  of life  b e c a u s e  i t  h in d e re d  c o n te m p la t io n  and , a s  

P a u l  s a id ,  tu rn e d  the  m in d  aw ay  f r o m  God to  the  p le a s in g  of the  s p o u se .  

E v e r y  m a n  who m a r r i e d ,  th en ,  e v e r y  m a n  who fe l l  in to  w ha t the  c l e r i c a l  

m in d  often  saw  a s  th e  d e v i l i s h  s n a r e s  of w o m en  - -  th a t  m a n  fe l l  aw ay  

f r o m  the  b e s t  k in d  of l i f e .  W om an r e p r e s e n te d  th e  g r e a t e s t  d a n g e r  to  

the  m a in te n a n c e  of l i fe  a c c o rd in g  to  the  m o n a s t ic  id e a l .  A u g u s t in e ,  fo r  

e x a m p le ,  w ould  n e v e r  a l lo w  a  w o m an  - -  no t ev en  h is  s i s t e r  - - i n  h is  

p r e s e n c e  u n le s s  th e r e  w e r e  o th e r s  w ith  h im .

We saw  in  the  l a s t  c h a p te r  how e a s i ly  J e r o m e  cou ld  be  le d  f r o m  

te l l in g  h is  own t r i a l s  an d  e r o t i c  v is io n s  in  th e  d e s e r t  to  g iv ing  B ib l i 

c a l  e x a m p le s  of m e n  of God who had  fa l le n  b e c a u s e  of w om en . It w as 

p e r f e c t ly  e a s y  to  m a k e  th is  t r a n s i t io n ,  and  l a t e r  e m p h a s is  on the  F a l l  

h e lp e d  to  s t r e n g th e n  th e  ten d en cy .

A lthough  Eve, w as  by  f a r  the  f a v o r i te ,  t h e r e  w e re  o th e r  B ib l ic a l  

e x a m p le s  of w o m e n  who h a d  b ro u g h t  d i s a s t e r  to  m e n .  We have  a l r e a d y

^H. O. T a y lo r ,  T he  C la s s i c a l  H e r i ta g e  of th e  M iddle  A ges 
(C o lum bia  Univ. , 1903), p. 179.
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s e e n ,  in  the  p a s s a g e  f r o m  St. J e r o m e ' s  e p i s t l e  to  E u s to c h iu s ,  th e  two 

f a v o r i t e s  ( a f te r  E v e ,  of c o u rse )  of e a r l y  w r i t e r s  - -  D e l i la h  an d  B a th -  

s h e b a .  O th e r  e x a m p le s  w e re  n o t  d if f icu l t  to  find: t h e r e  w a s ,  f o r  e x 

a m p le ,  J o b 's  w ife  who c o u n se le d  h im  to d e s p a i r .  T h e r e  w a s  Ju d i th ,  

who m a r r i e d  H o lo fe rn e s  only to  k i l l  h im  in  h is  s le e p  and  cu t  off h is  

h e a d ;  th is  d id  in d e e d  h e lp  the  C h o sen  P e o p le ,  bu t it  a l s o  w en t to  show  

the  d e c e i t f u ln e s s  of w om en . In t im e  the  s h r e w i s h n e s s  of N o a h 's  w ife 

g a in ed  c u r r e n c y ,  and  she  c a m e  to be the  type  of th e  f e m a le  nag , of 

w h ich  c o m p a n y  th e  Wife of B ath  b o a s t s  h e r s e l f  a  m e m b e r  and  on w hich  

c o m ic  w r i t e r s  hav e  a lw ay s  d ra w n  f o r  m a t e r i a l .  A s  w il l  b e  s e e n  in

the  n e x t  c h a p te r ,  t h e r e  w as  a  w i tn e s s  fo r  the  d e fe n se  - -  M a r y  - -  b u t

I.
the  e f fe c t  of h e r  w o rs h ip  on th e s e  d i a t r i b e s  w as  n o t  a s  w e  m ig h t  h a v e  

e x p e c te d .  T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  a  to p ic  w hich  w il l  c o n c e r n  u s  l a t e r .

It w as  n o t  un ti l  the t im e  of A u g u s t in e  th a t  th e  im p a i r m e n t  of 

h u m a n  n a t u r e  c o n se q u e n t  to the  F a l l  r e c e iv e d  the  e m p h a s i s  in C h r i s t i 

a n i ty  w h ic h  i t  h a d  th ro u g h o u t th e  M idd le  A g e s .  T h e r e  w as  a  l a t e r  

J e w is h  t r a d i t i o n  so m ew h a t  l ik e  the  a s c e t i c  C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n  of the  

t h i r d  an d  f o u r th  c e n tu r i e s ,  b u t  e v en  th a t  t r a d i t io n ,  b e c a u s e  of i ts  

d i f f e r e n t  k in d  of P la to n ic  ten d en c y ,  te n d e d  to  g ive  m o r e  c r e d i t  to  h u m a n  

p o w e r  th a n  th e  C h r i s t i a n  one w ould  a llow .

The A le x a n d r ia n  N e o p la to n is ts  spoke  of ev il  a s  s im p ly  a  t u r n i n g - 

aw ay  f r o m  th e  good, w h ich  cou ld  b e  c u re d  by  the  p o w e r  of the  w ill .

We h a v e  s e e n  how  O r ig e n  r e g a r d e d  e v i l  a s  only a  t e m p o r a r y  co n d itio n
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of the  so u l .  J .  H. B e r n a r d  po in ts  out the  change w hich  w as  w ro u g h t  

in N e o p la to n ize d  C h r i s t i a n i ty  by  the  e m p h a s i s  on the  F a l l  and  th e  c o n 

seq u e n t  v i t ia t io n  of N a tu re :

Speak ing  b ro a d ly ,  the  G r e e k  v iew  w as  s im p ly  th a t  the  'o r ig in a l  
r ig h t e o u s n e s s '  of the r a c e  w as  lo s t ;  the  e ffec t  of A d a m 's  s in  w as  
a  p r iv a t io ,  an  im p o v e r i s h m e n t  of h u m a n  n a tu r e  w hich  y e t  le f t  the  
p o w e r  of the  w il l  u n im p a ire d .  But th e  L a t in  w r i t e r s  who fo llow ed  
A u g u s t in e  took  a  d a r k e r  v iew  of the  c o n se q u e n c e s  of the  F a l l .  It 
i s ,  fo r  th e m , a  d e p ra v a t io  n a t u r a e ; the  h u m a n  w il l  is  d is a b le d ;  
t h e r e  is  le f t  a  b ia s  to w a rd s  ev il  w h ich  can  be c o n q u e red  only  by  
g r a c e .  ^

P a r t l y  b e c a u s e  of the  co n tac t  w ith  G re e k  p h ilo so p h y  and  p a r t ly  

b e c a u s e  of the  g e n e r a l  s e n t im e n t  of the  t im e  ju s t  b e fo re  the  daw n of the  

C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  l a t e r  J e w is h  th eo lo g y  w as  g r e a t ly  in f lu en c ed  b y  a s c e t i 

c i s m .  T h is  a s c e t i c i s m  w as  e m b o d ied  in  the  l a t e r  p s e u d e p ig ra p h ic  

w r i t in g s .  R. H. C h a r le s  s a y s  th a t  it w as  in

the  c e n tu r ie s  im m e d ia te ly  p re c e d in g  and  fo llow ing  the C h r i s t i a n  
e r a ,  w h en  the  c u r r e n c y  of th is  a p o c a ly p t ic  w r i t in g s  w as  v e r y  w id e 
s p r e a d ,  b e c a u s e  they  a lm o s t  a lo n e  r e p r e s e n t e d  the  a d v an ce  of the  
h ig h  th eo lo g y  in  J u d a i s m ,  w hich  c u lm in a te d  in  C h r is t ia n i ty .

T he p s e u d e p ig ra p h ic  books  in  w hich  d i s c u s s io n s  of the  F a l l  w e re  

m o s t  fa m o u s  w e r e  the  books of A dam  an d  the  books  of E n o ch . In the  

A p o c a ly p s is  M o s is  i s  E v e 's  a cc o u n t  w h ich  co n n ec ts  the  fo rb id d e n  f r u i t  

w ith  lu s t .  She is  te l l in g  h e r  c h i ld r e n  of the  F a l l  w h ile  th ey  s i t  b e s id e

^J. H. B e r n a r d ,  " F a l l ,  " H a s t in g s ,  D ic t io n a ry  of the  B ib le , p. 841.

2
R. H. C h a r le s ,  In t ro d u c t io n  to  the  Book of E n o ch  in  A p o c ry p h a  a n d  

P s e u d e p ig r a p h ia  of the  O ld T e s ta m e n t  in E n g l i s h , ed. R. H. C h a r le s  and 
o th e r s  (2 v o ls .  ; O xford , 1913), Vol. 11, p. 163. C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  
A p o c ry p h a  an d  P s e u d e p ig r a p h ia .
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A d a m 's  d e a th b ed .  The f i r s t  p a r t  of h e r  acco u n t  is  m u ch  l ik e  th a t  in

G e n e s i s .  F in a l ly ,  she  s a y s ,  she  su cc u m b e d :

And I opened  to h im  and he  w a lk ed  a  l i t t l e  w ay, th en  tu r n e d  and  s a id  
to  m e :  ' I  h ave  changed  m y  m in d  and  I w il l  no t give th ee  to  e a t  u n ti l  
thou  s w e a r  to m e  to g ive  a ls o  to  thy  husb an d . ' (And) I s a id ,  'W hat 
s o r t  of oa th  sh a l l  I s w e a r  to th e e ?  Yet w hat I know, I s a y  to  th e e :  
By the  th ro n e  of the M a s te r ,  an d  by  the  C h e ru b im  and the  T r e e  
of L ife ,  I w il l  give a ls o  to m y  h u s b a n d  to  ea t .  ' And w hen  he  h a d  
r e c e iv e d  the  oa th  f r o m  m e ,  he  w en t and  p o u re d  upon the  f r u i t  the  
p o iso n  of h is  w ic k e d n e s s ,  w h ich  is lu s t ,  the  ro o t  and  b eg inn ing  of 
e v e r y  s in ,  and  he b en t  the  b r a n c h  on the  e a r th  and  I took  of the  
f r u i t  and  I a te .  ^

The A d am  books (A p o c a ly p s is  M o sis  and  V itae  A dae  e t  E vae)

s e e m  to  h a v e  b e e n  in f lu en tia l  am o n g  v e r y  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n s  and  G n o s t ic s ,

who ch an g ed  th e m  so m ew h a t.  L . S. A. W ells  po in ts  out.

T he  m o s t  m a r k e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of th e s e  C h r i s t i a n  and  G n o st ic  
books  is  the  new  p a r t  p la y ed  b y  the  a s c e t i c  life  a s  such . A s c e t ic  
to u c h e s  . . . a r e  not w an ting  in  o u r  A dam  b o oks ; b u t  th ey  a r e  f a r  
r e m o v e d  f r o m  the w ay  of th ink ing  p r e s e n te d  by th e se  p ro d u c ts  of 
the  p ious  im a g in a tio n  of m o n k s ,  w h e re  i t  is  on a cco u n t of th e i r  
f a s t in g  an d  c e l ib ac y  th a t  the  c h i ld r e n  of Seth a r e  s ty le d  'Sons of 
God, ' and  live  a p a r t  on a  h o ly  m o u n ta in ;  w h e re  the t e m p ta t io n  of 
A d a m  is  an  in c i te m e n t  to m a r r y  E v e , w h e re  long y e a r s  of s e p a r a 
t io n  a r e  only  b ro u g h t  to  an  end by  the  s p e c ia l  co m m an d  of God (even 
a s  N oah is  on ly  induced  to  ta k e  a  w ife  a g a in s t  h is  w ill  by  the  s a m e  
co m m an d )T  w h e re  fa s t in g  is  a  c o n s ta n t  p r a c t i c e ,  an d  c e l ib a c y  a 
n e c e s s a r y  m a r k  of s a in t l in e s s .  ^

B e c a u s e  of the  lo s s  of so  m u c h  of the  l i t e r a t u r e  of the  f i r s t  two 

c e n tu r i e s  of the  C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  it is  d if f icu l t  to s a y  how m u c h  of an  

e f fe c t  th e s e  p s e u d e p ig ra p h ic  w r i t in g s  h a d  on e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  thought.

^A p o c a ly p s is  M o s i s , t r a n s .  L . S. A. W ells ,  A p o c ry p h a  and  
P s e u d e p ig r a p h ia , Vol. II, p. 131.

^L. S. A . W ells ,  Introduction  to "The B ooks of A d am  and E v e ,  "
A p o cry p h a  and P se u d e p ig r a p h ia ,  V ol. II, p. 131.
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T he m o s t  fa m o u s  of th e s e  - -  the  two E noch  books (the B ook of E noch

an d  the  B ook of the  S e c r e t s  of Enoch) - -  w e re  a c c e p te d  a s  in s p i r e d  by

A th e n a g o ra s ,  C le m e n t  of A le x a n d r ia ,  I r e n a e u s ,  and  T e r tu l l i a n .   ̂ In

the  Book of the  S e c r e t s  of E n o c h , the  P la to n ic  in fluence  on the  a cc o u n t  of

A d am  and  Eve s e e m s  ev iden t .  God s a y s  th a t  A dam  does  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d

good and  ev il  and  m u s t  be  te s t e d ;  He e x p la in s .

F o r  I h av e  s e e n  h is  n a tu r e ,  bu t he  h a s  no t s e e n  h is  own n a tu r e ,  
t h e r e f o r e  th ro u g h  no t s ee in g  h e  w il l  s in  w o r s e ,  and I s a id :  'A f te r  
s in  w ha t is  t h e r e  b u t  d ea th  ? '

And I pu t s le e p  in to  h im  and h e  fe l l  a s le e p .  And I to o k  f r o m  
h im  a  r ib  a n d  c r e a t e d  h im  a  w ife , th a t  d e a th  shou ld  co m e  to h im  
by h is  w ife ,  and  I took  h is  l a s t  w o rd  and  c a l le d  h e r  n a m e  m o th e r ,  
th a t  is  to  s ay ,  E v a .  ^

T h is  a cc o u n t  of the  d a n g e r  of A d am  fa l l in g  in to  ev il  th ro u g h  ig n o ra n c e

ev id en t ly  ow es m u c h  to  the  P la to n ic  d o c t r in e  th a t  a l l  m e n  s e e k  the  good,

b u t  ch o o se  the  b a d  th ro u g h  ig n o ra n c e .

H i la ry ,  A u g u s t in e ,  J e r o m e ,  and  o th e r s  co n d em n ed  the  E n o ch

b o o k s ,  and  a f t e r  the  t h i r d  c e n tu ry  th e y  fad ed  f r o m  s ig h t .  How m u ch

in f lu en ce  o r  l a s t in g  e ffe c t  they  and  the  o th e r  p s e u d e p ig ra p h ia  h ad  on

a s c e t i c  though t is  d if f icu l t  to s ay .  C e r ta in ly  t h e r e  is  one p a s s a g e  on

E ve  in  the  P a r s o n ' s  T a le  w hich , a s  Otto F .  B a b le r  s a y s ,  " s e e m s  to  be

3
b a s e d  on Old H e b ra ic  le g e n d s .  "

^R. H. C h a r le s ,  A p o c ry p h a  and  P s e u d e p ig r a p h ia , p. 165.

^ Ib id . , p. 450.

3
Otto F .  B a b le r ,  "The H ead, the F o o t ,  and the Rib of A dam , "

NO, V ol.  171 (1936),  p. 229.
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T h e  p a s s a g e  in  the  P a r s o n ' s  T a le  e x p la in s  w hy E v e  w as  m ad e  f r o m

A d a m 's  r ib .  C h r i s t ,  s a y s  th e  P a r s o n ,

ne  m a d e  h i r e  n a t  of th e  h e v e d  of A d am , fo r  sh e  sh o ld e  n a t  c lay m e  
to  g r e e t  lo rd s h ip p e .  F o r  t h e r  a s  the  w o m m a n  h a th  th e  m a i s t r i e ,  
she  m a k e th  to m u ch e  d e s  r a y  . . . .  A lso ,  c e r t e s ,  God ne  m a d e  n a t  
w o m m a n  of the  foo t of A d a m , f o r  sh e  ne  sh o ld e  n a t  b e e n  h o ld e n  to 
low e; f o r  sh e  k an  n a t  p a c ie n t ly  s u f f r e .  But God m a d e  w o m m a n  of 
the  ry b  of A dam , fo r  w o m m a n  sh o ld e  be fe law e  unto  m a n .  (I. 925ff .)

B a b le r  h a d  found th is  v e r s i o n  of the  le g e n d  in the  S e fe r  H a ag a d ah  of

C h a im  N a c h m a n  B ia l ik :

God m a d e  E ve  of a  r ib .  He o v e r th o u g h t  i t ,  f r o m  w h a t m a t t e r  he  
sh o u ld  m a k e  h e r .  He s a id :  'I  w il l  n o t  m ak e  h e r  f r o m  the  h ead ,  
th a t  sh e  m a y  n o t be  too  h au g h ty ;  n o r  f r o m  the ey e ,  th a t  s h e  m a y  no t 
w is h  to  s e e  a l l  th in g s  ; n o r  f r o m  the  m o u th ,  th a t  sh e  m a y  no t be  too 
ta lk a t iv e  ; n o r  f r o m  the  h e a r t ,  th a t  sh e  m a y  no t be  too env ious  ; n o r  
f r o m  the  h a n d  th a t  sh e  m a y  n o t  t r y  to  touch  a l l  th in g s ;  n o r  f r o m  
the  f e e t ,  th a t  she  m a y  n o t ru n  ab o u t.  ' So He m a d e  h e r  of a  m o d e s t  
p a r t  of th e  m a n 's  body. N e v e r t h e l e s s  she o v e r th r e w  a l l  p r e c a u 
t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e s ,  b e c a u s e  sh e  go t a l l  th e s e  b ad  q u a l i t i e s .  ^

A ll  th a t  w e n t  b e f o r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  s e e m s  p r e t t y  p a l l id  b e s id e  the  t i r a d e s

w h ic h  r e s u l t e d ,  in  the  t h i r d  c e n tu r y  an d  a f t e r ,  f r o m  th e  b ro o d in g  o v e r

the  F a l l  a n d  i t s  c o n se q u e n c e s .

W hen A u g u s t in e  a d d ed  to  the  t r a d i t i o n  of N e o p la to n ic  C h r i s t i a n  

a s c e t i c i s m  a n  e m p h a s i s  on  o r ig in a l  s in  and  the  v i t i a t io n  of n a tu r e  b e 

c a u s e  of th e  F a l l ,  h e  p r e p a r e d  th e  w ay  f o r  the  l a t e r  l a m e n t s  of w ha t 

h a d  b e e n  lo s t  in  the  G a rd e n  and  th e  c o n se q u e n t  r a i l in g  a g a in s t  E v e  f o r  

h e r  p a r t  in b r in g in g  ev il  in to  the  w o r ld .  T he  eq u a l  g u i l t  of A d a m  w as  

o ften  f o r g o t te n  in  a l l  th i s ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  he  w as  the  s e c o n d  to su cc u m b

^Ibid.
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and a l s o  b e c a u s e  e v e r y  m a n  w as  fe l t  to be  w eak  w hen te m p te d  by  a  w om an .

C a re  m u s t  be  ta k e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  no t to a t t r ib u te  too m u ch  to A u g u s t in e  in

th is  r e g a r d .  E v e n  in  a  p a s s a g e  p r a i s in g  h is  m o th e r ,  G re g o ry  N a z ia n z en ,

an  e a r l y  c o n te m p o r a r y  of A u g u s t in e ,  could  c a s u a l ly  c o m p a re  h e r  good

e x am p le  to  E v e 's  b a d  on e ,  w ith  a  note  of w o n d e r  th a t  su ch  g o o d n ess  could

be in  one of h e r  sex :

She in d e ed  who w as  g iven  to  A dam  a s  a  h e lp  m e e t  fo r  h im ,  b e c a u s e  
i t  w as  no t good f o r  m a n  to  be  a lo n e ,  in s te a d  of an  a s s i s t a n t  b e c a m e  
a n  e n em y , and  in s t e a d  of a  y o k e -fe l lo w , a n  opponent, an d  b eg u il in g  
th e  m a n  by  m e a n s  of p l e a s u r e ,  e s t r a n g e d  h im  f r o m  the  t r e e  of life . 
B u t sh e  who w a s  g iven  by  God to m y  f a th e r  b e c a m e  no t only , a s  
is  l e s s  w o n d e rfu l ,  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  bu t even  h is  l e a d e r ,  d ra w in g  h im   ̂
on  by  h e r  in f lu en c e  in  d eed  an d  w o rd  to the  h ig h e s t  e x c e l le n c e  . . . .

T he  co n n ec t io n  w h ich  w e saw  b e tw ee n  the  g ro w th  of the  id e a l  of 

a s c e t i c i s m  an d  v i rg in i ty ,  and  the  lo w e r in g  of the  s ta tu s  of m a r r i a g e  

an d  p r o c r e a t io n ,  s e e m s  a ls o  to  inc lude  the  i n c r e a s in g  p ro m in e n c e  of 

the  f i r s t  w ife  and  m o th e r .  As th e  ra n k s  of C h r i s t i a n  w r i t e r s  c a m e  to 

be  f i l l e d  in c r e a s in g ly  by  m o n k s  and  o th e r  c e l ib a te s ,  and  a s  th e s e  m e n  

te n d ed  in c r e a s in g ly  to  id en tify  c e l ib a c y  w ith  th e  b e s t  l ife  an d  any th ing  

e l s e  w ith  a  w o r s e  one , the  ro le  of the  f i r s t  w o m an  in  b r in g in g  lu s t  and  

te m p ta t io n  in to  the  w o r ld  c a m e  in c r e a s in g ly  in to  p ro m in e n c e .

The c e n t r a l  ro le  w h ich  the  F a l l  and  the  c o n seq u en t v i t ia t io n  of 

n a tu r e  p la y  in  the  though t of A u g u s t in e ,  h o w e v e r ,  m u s t  in e v i ta b ly  h av e  

h e ig h te n e d  an  a l r e a d y  g row ing  ten d en cy . The a s c e t i c s  and  a n t i f e m in is t s

^ G re g o ry  N a z ia n z e n ,  "On the  D eath  of H is  F a t h e r ,  " t r a n s .  C. G. 
B row ne  & J .  E .  Sw allow , ("N icene  and  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s , " Second 
S e r i e s ,  VII), pp. 2 5 6 -5 7 .
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w ould  p ro b a b ly  h a v e  g iven  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  a t te n t io n  to  Eve and  the  F a l l ,  

b u t  A u g u s t in e 's  d o c t r in e s  of o r ig in a l  s in  and  v i t ia te d  n a tu re  in s u r e d  

th a t  the  F a l l  w ou ld  ge t a lm o s t  a s  m u ch  a t te n t io n  a s  the  R edem ption  in  

the  re l ig io u s  though t of th e  c e n tu r ie s  fo llow ing h is  own.

A lthough  O r ig e n  u s e d  a  co m b in a tio n  of C h r i s t i a n i ty  and  N e o p la 

to n is m  to co m e  to  a n  o p t im is t i c  co n c lu s io n  a s  to the  t e m p o r a r in e s s  of 

ev il  and  the  r e d e m p t io n  of a l l  s o u ls ,  A ugustine  m e r g e d  the  two to  r e a c h  

quite  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c lu s io n s .  W h e re a s  O r ig e n  h ad  thought of the  sou l a s  

le av in g  the  body  (o r  a t  l e a s t  a l l  of the g r o s s ,  m a t e r i a l  p a r t  of it - -  w ith  

only  a  'p n e u m a t ic '  body left)  an d  th e re b y  e sc a p in g  the  ev il  w hich  i n 

h e r e s  in  m a t t e r ,  A u g u s t in e  u s e d  the  N eo p la to n ic  d ich o to m y  of body 

an d  sou l to r e a c h  p e s s i m i s t i c  co n c lu s io n s  abou t the  a b i l i ty  of any bu t 

a  v e r y  few  (p e rh a p s  one in  100, 000) to  e s c a p e  s in  and  d e s t r u c t io n .  H is 

a cco u n t  of the  F a l l  and  h i s  id e n t i f ic a t io n  of the m a n  w ith  the  sou l and 

the  w o m an  w ith  th e  f le s h  i s  a  c u r io u s  b lend  of t r a d i t io n a l  C h r i s t i a n  

e x e g e s is  and  N e o p la to n is m ,  a s  shown in th is  p a s s a g e  on P s a l m  XLIX:

W hat w as  s a id  b y  God to th e  S e rp e n t?  'She s h a l l  m a r k  thy  h ead , 
and  th o u  s h a l t  m a r k  h e r  h e l l .  ' . . . But w h e r e f o r e  s a id  He th is  
to  E v e ?  B e c a u s e  th ro u g h  th e  f le s h  m a n  doth  s l ip .  O ur f le s h  is  
a n  E ve  w ith in  u s .  'H e th a t  lo v e th  h is  w ife ,  ' he  s a i th ,  ' lo v e th  
h im s e l f .  ' W hat m e a n e th  ' h i m s e l f  ? He co n tinue th , and  sa i th ,
'F o r  no m a n  e v e r  y e t  h a th  h a te d  h is  own f le sh .  ' Eph. 5:28, 29 . 
B e c a u se  th e n  th e  d e v i l  w ould  m ak e  us s l ip  th ro u g h  the f le sh ,  ju s t  
a s  he  m a d e  th a t  m a n  to s l ip ,  th ro u g h  E ve ; E ve  i s  b id d en  to m a r k  
the  h e a d  of th e  d ev i l ,  b e c a u s e  the  dev il m a r k e th  h e r  h e e l .  ^

^St. A u g u s t in e ,  " P s a lm  XLIX, " t r a n s .  J . E . T w eed  ("N icene
and P o s t - N i c e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " VIII), p. 170.
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T h is  m a s t e r y  w h ich  the  f le sh ,  in the  a b s e n c e  of g r a c e ,  e x e r c i s e s  

o v e r  the  s p i r i t  a f t e r  th e  F a l l  is  a th e m e  to  w h ich  A u gustine  r e tu r n s  

o v e r  and  o v e r .  T h is  i s  w ha t he  m e a n s  w hen  h e  s a y s  th a t  " th is  s in  is  

of su ch  a  c h a r a c t e r  th a t  it  is  the  p u n ish m e n t  of s in .  The p u n is h m e n t  

is th a t  m a n  no lo n g e r  h a s  p o w e r  of h im s e l f  to  do w ha t he  w il ls  o r  to 

r e f r a i n  f r o m  w hat h is  w i l l  o p p o s e s .  H is  e l a b o r a t io n s  of the  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

of the  e r r o r  to w hich  E v e  u rg e d  A dam  a r e  h a r b i n g e r s  of the  m y r i a d s  to 

co m e:

F o r  God, the  a u th o r  of n a tu r e s ,  no t of v i c e s ,  c r e a te d  m a n  u p 
r ig h t ;  bu t m a n ,  b e in g  of h is  own w il l  c o r r u p te d ,  and  ju s t ly  c o n 
d e m n ed ,  b eg o t  c o r r u p te d  and  c o n d em n ed  c h i ld re n .  . . . And th u s ,  
f r o m  the  b ad  u se  of f r e e  w il l ,  t h e r e  o r ig in a te d  the  whole t r a i n  of 
ev il ,  w hich , w ith  i t s  c o n c a te n a t io n  of m i s e r i e s ,  convoys the  h u m a n  
r a c e  f r o m  i ts  d e p r a v e d  o r ig in ,  a s  f r o m  a  c o r r u p t  ro o t ,  onto the  
d e s t r u c t io n  of the  s e c o n d  d e a th ,  w h ich  h a s  no end , th o se  o n ly  b e in g  
e x c e p te d  who a r e  f r e e d  by  the  g ra c e  of God. ^

L a t e r  w r i t e r s  who d i s c u s s e d  the  F a l l  o f ten  t r e a t e d  E ve  a s  the

too l o r  ev en  th.e a l ly  of the  d ev i l .  The a u th o r  of the  th i r t e e n th - c e n tu r y

p o e m  C u r s o r  M undi, f o r  e x a m p le ,  d e s c r i b e s  A d a m 's  p l igh t in th is  w ay:

Now m o n  is  s e t t  b e tw e n e  two
On e i  e r  s id e  he h a  a  fo
B itw ene  s a th a n  an d  h is  w if
A d am  is  s e t t  in  m y c h e l  s t r i f
B o^e f f e i  be  on o p a r t y  ^
To o u e rc o m  m a n  w i^  t r i c c h e r y  . . . .

^St. A u g u s t in e ,  On th e  M e r i t s  and  R e m is s io n  of S in s , t r a n s .  P e t e r  
H o lm e s  &c R. E .  W all is  ("N icen e  and  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " V), p. 59.

2
St. A u g u st in e ,  C ity  of God, t r a n s .  M a r c u s  Dodsi ("N icene  and  P o s t-  

N icen e  F a t h e r s ,  " II), p . 251.

^ C u r s o r  M u n d i, ed. R ic h a rd  M o r r i s  ( E a r ly  E n g l is h  T ex t  S o c ie ty ,  
O r ig in a l  S e r i e s ,  LVII; L ondon, 1874-78), p .  51.
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E ve  w a s  u se d  a s  a n  e x am p le  of a l l  k in d s  of s in s .  T e r tu l l i a n ,  

f o r  e x a m p le ,  u s e s  h e r  a s  the  type  of im p a t ie n c e ,  w h ich  sh e  go t f r o m  

the  d e v il :

T he  w o m an , im m e d ia te ly  on b e ing  m e t  b y  h im  . . . w a s ,  th ro u g h  
h is  v e r y  s p e e c h  w ith  h e r ,  b r e a th e d  on b y  a  s p i r i t  in fe c te d  w ith  i m 
p a t ie n c e :  so  c e r t a in  is  i t  th a t  she  w ou ld  n e v e r  h av e  s in n e d  a t  a l l ,  
i f  sh e  had  h o n o u re d  the  d iv ine  e d ic t  by  m a in ta in in g  h e r  p a t ie n c e  
to  th e  end . W hat (of the  fac t)  th a t  sh e  e n d u re d  no t to  h av e  b e e n  
m e t  a lo n e ;  b u t  in  the  p r e s e n c e  of A d a m , n o t  y e t  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  not 
y e t  bound to lend  h e r  h i s  e a r s ,  she  is  im p a t ie n t  of k e ep in g  s i le n c e ,  
and  m a k e s  h im  the  t r a n s m i t t e r  of th a t  w h ich  she  h ad  im b ib e d  f ro m  
the  E v i l  One ? ^

In c id e n ta l ly ,  i t  w il l  be  n o ted  th a t  in  th is  p a s s a g e  w e h av e  a  r e f e r e n c e  

to th e  n o t io n  h e ld  by  s o m e  e a r l y  w r i t e r s  th a t  A d a m  and  E v e  w e r e  only 

m a r r i e d  a f t e r  the  F a l l .

In the  A n c re n  R iw le  (o r ,  m o r e  a c c u r a t e ly ,  the  A n c re n e  W is s e ) 

E ve  i s  h e ld  up to the  young nuns  a s  an  e x a m p le  of the  e v i l s  of c o n s ta n t ly  

look ing  ab o u t:

W hen th o u  lo o k e s t  upon a  m a n  thou  a r t  in  E v e 's  c a s e ;  th o u  lo o k e s t  
upon the  a p p le  . . . .  E v e ,  thy  m o t h e r ,  le a p e d  a f t e r  h e r  e y e s  to 
the  ap p le  ; f r o m  the  ap p le  in  P a r a d i s e  dow n to  the  e a r th ;  f r o m  the 
e a r t h  to h e l l ,  w h e re  she  la y  in  p r i s o n  fo u r  th o u san d  y e a r s  and  
m o r e ,  sh e  and  h e r  lo r d  both , and ta u g h t  a l l  h e r  o f f sp r in g  to le ap  
a f t e r  h e r  to  d e a th  w ith o u t  end. T he  b e g in n in g  and  the  ro o t  of th is  
w oful c a la m i ty  w a s  a  l ig h t  look. ^

E ve  w a s  h e ld  up e s p e c ia l l y  a s  a  w a rn in g  to  w o m en  a g a in s t  p r id e :

E v e  w as  a  nyce  m a y d e  and  a  p r o u d e ; f o r  s c h e  b y lev ed  to  the  w o rdes  
of th e  s e r p e n t  and  w ende  to h a v e n  b e  ev en e  to  godes  know ynge, . . .

^ T e r tu l l i a n ,  "O n P a t i e n c e ,  " t r a n s . S. T h e lw a ll  ("A n te -N ic en e  
F a t h e r s ,  " XVIII), p. 710.

2
A n c r e n  R iw le , ed . & t r a n s .  J a m e s  M o rto n  (C am d en  S oc ie ty , 

Vol. 57; London , 1853), pp. 53-55 .
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and  w as  unbuxom  to  godes  h a s t e s ;  . . . and  th u rg h  th a t  t r e s p a s  
w e re  y s c h u t  a ^ e n s t  ous the  ^ a t e s  of p a r a d y s e .  ^

C le r i c a l  w r i t e r s  and p r e a c h e r s  w e r e  a lso  fond of u s in g  E v e  a s

a  p o in t  of c o m p a r i s o n  w ith  o th e r  B ib l ic a l  e x a m p le s  of b a d  w om en . One

of t h e i r  f a v o r i t e s  in  th is  r e g a r d  w as  J o b 's  w ife . H e re ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,

i s  A u g u s t in e  on J o b 's  w ife :

T h e r e  s tood  the  w ife , and in s te a d  of g iv ing  h e r  h u sb an d  any  h e lp  
w as  s u g g e s t in g  b la s p h e m y  a g a in s t  God. F o r  we a r e  no t to th ink  
th a t  the  d ev il ,  in  le av in g  h e r  w hen  h e  took  aw ay  the  s o n s ,  w en t to 
w o rk  a s  one u n s k i l le d  in m is c h ie f :  r a t h e r ,  how  n e c e s s a r y  she  w as  
to the  t e m p t e r ,  h e  had  a l r e a d y  l e a r n e d  in  E v e .  B ut now he  had  not 
found a  sec o n d  A d a m  w hom  he m ig h t  tak e  by m e a n s  of a  w om an . 
M o re  c au t io u s  w as  J o b  in  h i s  h o u r s  of s a d n e s s ,  th a n  A d a m  in  h is  
b o w e rs  of g la d n e s s ,  the  one w as  o v e rc o m e  in  the  m id s t  of p le a s a n t  
th in g s ,  the  o th e r  o v e r c a m e  in  the  m id s t  of p a in s ;  the  one co n sen ted  
to th a t  w h ich  s e e m e d  d e l ig h ts o m e ,  th is  o th e r  q u a i le d  no t in t o r 
m e n ts  a f f r i g h ts o m e .  ^

E l s e w h e r e  he  s p e a k s  in the  s a m e  v e in :

Who c an  h a v e  so  m u c h  to s u f f e r  in  h i s  e s t a t e ,  h is  h o u s e ,  h is  so n s ,  
h is  f le s h ,  y ea  in  h i s  v e r y  w ife  who w as  le f t  to  be  h i s  t e m p e r !  But 
ev en  h e r  who w as  le f t ,  the  d e v i l  w ould  h av e  ta k e n  aw ay  long ago, 
b u t th a t  h e  k e p t  h e r  to  be  h i s  h e l p e r :  b e c a u s e  by  E v e  he had  m a s 
t e r e d  the  f i r s t  m a n ,  th e r e f o r e  he k e p t  an  E ve . ^

S o m e t im e s  J o b 's  w ife  is  c o m p a re d  to the  s e r p e n t ,  a s  in  th is  p a s s a g e

f r o m  a  h o m ily  of St. C h ry s o s to m :

^MS. H a r l .  2398, fo l. 39b. Q uoted  in  G. R. O w st, L i t e r a t u r e  
and  P u lp i t  in  M e d ie v a l  E n g lan d  (2nd. ed. r e v .  ; New Y ork ; B a r n e s  and 
N ob le , 1961), pp. 119-120 .

2
St. A u g u s t in e ,  "On P a t ie n c e ,  " t r a n s .  H. B ro w n e  ("N icene  

an d  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " III), p . 530.

^St. A u g u s t in e ,  "On the C r e e d ,"  t r a n s .  H. B ro w n e  ("N icene
and P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " III), p . 372 .
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T h e r e  he who d e c e iv e d  and  co n q u e red  w as  a  s e rp e n t ;  h e r e  the  
t e m p t e r  w as a  w om an , and  sh e  did not p r e v a i l :  and y e t  sh e  a t  
l e a s t  w as  f a r  m o r e  p e r s u a s i v e  than  he .  F o r  to Job  a f t e r  the  d e 
s t r u c t io n  of h is  w e a l th ,  a f t e r  the  lo s s  of h is  c h i ld re n ,  a f t e r  b e in g  
s t r ip p e d  b a r e  of a l l  h i s  goods , h e r  w ile s  w e r e  added . But in  the  
o th e r  c a s e  th e r e  w a s  no th ing  of th is  k ind . ^

The two e x a m p le s  w h ich  we saw  in th e  l a s t  c h a p te r  f r o m  J e r o m e

r e m a in e d  am ong  the  f a v o r i te  of h o m il ie s  th ro u g h o u t  the  M iddle  A g e s :

Who w as  s t r e n g e r  th an  S am p so n , w y s e r  than  Sa lam on , h o ly e r  th an  
D av id ?  a n d ^ t  th e i  w e re  a l  o v e rc o m e n  by  the  qu ey n tise  and  the  
w h ile s  of w om en . ^

T he a u th o r  of the A n c re n  R iw le  a ls o  u s e d  th e  s t o r y  of D avid and B a th -

sh eb a  to  show  the  e v i ls  of look ing  abou t too f r e e ly :

, . . th is  k ing  and p ro p h e t ,  ch o se n  out of a l l  the peo p le ,  c o n c e r n 
ing w h o m  God h im s e l f  sp o k e  th e s e  p r e c io u s  w o rd s ,  w as  th u s ,  th ro u g h  
c a s t in g  h is  eye upon  a  w o m an  a s  she  w a s  b a th in g ,  led  in to  s in ,  l e t  
h is  h e a r t  w a n d e r ,  and  f o r g o t  h im s e l f  so  f a r  th a t  he  c o m m it te d  th r e e  
h e in o u s  and d ead ly  s in s :  a d u l te r y  w ith  B a th sh e b a ,  the  la d y  upon 
w hom  he  looked, t r e a c h e r y  and m a n s l a u g h te r  upon h is  fa i th fu l  s e r v 
an t U r ia h ,  h e r  lo r d .  ^

A s O w st s a y s ,  "R ebuke  fo r  the  v ic e s  of w om en  w as  e v e r  a  so lem n  

du ty  of th e  m e d ie v a l  pu lp it .  " He goes on to quote a  m e d ie v a l  c l e r i c  on 

th e  su b je c t  of J u d i th ,  one who in  o th e r  c o n te x ts  w as  h e ld  up a s  a n  e x 

a m p le  of how  a w idow shou ld  conduct h e r s e l f .  He te l l s  of the  d e c e p t io n  

p r a c t i c e d  by  J u d i th  on H o lo fe rn e s ,  th en  c o n c lu d es  in  th is  w ay:

^St. C h ry s o s to m ,  "H o m ily  III, " t r a n s .  T . P .  B r a n d r a m  ("N icene  
and  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " IX), p. 195.

2
MS. H a r l .  45, fo l. 101b. Q uoted in  O w st.

3
A n c ren  R iw le ,  p. 57 .
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She b r q j t h  th is  h ad  w ith  h u r e  th o ro w -o w te  the  o s t  to  the  c i te ,  and  
s e t t  i t t  uppon th e  w a l le s ;  and  w han the  o s t  on the  m o ro w  se  th a t  
p r in c e  w as ded , anon  t h e i r  f l e ) ^ ,  and t h e r  e n m y e s  sew ed  h e m  and 
pu t m a n y  of h e m  to  d e th e .  Loo s i r s ,  h e r e  m a y  j e  s ee  how th a t  a  
p r in c e ,  th a t  w anne a g r e t t  p a r t e  of the  w o r ld ,  m y j th  no t o v e rc o m e ,  
bu t w as  d is t ro w e d  by  the  n yce  a r a y  and a ty r e  of a  w om an . And 
a t ro w th e  it is  to  d r e d e  th a t  in th is e  d a y es  m a n y  m e n  b en  o v e rc o m  
s p i r i tu a l ly  and  s la y e n  in  t h e r  own so u le s  . , . . ^

T h is  e x am p le  of how  J u d i th  could  be  m a d e  to  f i t  the  p u rp o s e  of

the  c l e r i c  is  i n s t r u c t iv e .  J e p h th a h 's  d a u g h te r  D inah  is  an  e x am p le  of

a n o th e r  who w as a t  t im e s  u n ju s t ly  u sed  to  m a k e  a  po in t,  th is  t im e  th e

d a n g e r  of a  g i r l ' s  p u tt in g  h e r s e l f  too m u ch  in the  s ig h t  of m en :

She lo s t  h e r  m a id e n  h o n o u r ,  and  w as  m a d e  a  h a r lo t .  A f te r w a r d s ,  
fo r  the s a m e  c a u s e ,  w e r e  t r u c e s  b ro k e n  b y  h ig h  p a t r i a r c h s ,  and  
a  g r e a t  c ity  b u rn e d ,  and  the  king and  h is  son , and  the m e n  of the  
c i ty  s la in ,  and  the  w o m en  of the  c i ty  led  aw ay ; h e r  f a th e r  and  h e r  
b r e t h r e n ,  su ch  n ob le  p r in c e s  a s  th e y  w e r e ,  m a d e  o u tlaw s . To 
th is  leng th  w en t h e r  s ig h t :  and the  Holy S p i r i t  h a s  c a u se d  the  
w hole  to  be w r i t t e n  in  a  book, in  o r d e r  to  w a r n  w om en  c o n ce rn in g  
t h e i r  fo o lish  e y e s .  And ta k e  n o t ic e  th a t  th is  e v i l  w h ich  c a m e  of 
D inah , cam e  no t f r o m  h e r  s ee in g  S ic h e m , th e  so n  of H a m o r ,  w ith  
w hom  she  s in n ed , b u t  i t  c a m e  f r o m  h e r  le t t in g  h im  s e t  h is  e y e s  
upon h e r ;  f o r  th a t  a l s o  w hich  he did  to h e r  w as  in  the  beg inn ing  
s o r e ly  a g a in s t  h e r  w il l .  ^

How N o a h 's  w ife  c a m e  to  be the  type  of th e  s h r e w  is  d if f icu l t  

to s a y .  T h e re  is  no w a r r a n t  f o r  it  in  G e n e s is  n o r  in  the a p o c r y p h a l ,  

B ook of J u b i l e e s ,  w h ich  i s  the o th e r  ex ten d ed  a c c o u n t  of the  F lo o d .

T he  B ib l ic a l  p a s s a g e  f o r  d e s c r ib in g  the  type  of w h o m  N o a h 's  w ife  w as  

to  b e c o m e  the r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  w as  P r o v e r b s  7 :1 0 -1 2 :

And beho ld  a  w o m a n  m e e te th  h im  in h a r l o t ' s  a t t i r e  p r e p a r e d  to 
d e c e iv e  so u ls  ; ta lk a t iv e  and  w a n d e r in g ,  /N o t  b e a r in g  to  be  q u ie t ,

1 2 
Owst, p. 118. A n c re n  R iw le , p. 55.
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n o t ab le  to ab ide  s t i l l  a t  h o m e , /  Now a b ro a d ,  now in the  s t r e e t s ,  
now ly ing  in w a it  n e a r  the  c o r n e r s .

N o a h 's  w ife  w il l  a p p e a r  a g a in  in  the  d i s c u s s io n  of the  p o p u la r  l i t e r a r y

t r a d i t i o n ,  bu t,  a s  O w st p o in ts  out, " h e r  im m e d ia te  f o s t e r - p a r e n t  is

v e r y  c l e a r l y  the  n a t iv e  p u lp i t .

The  book of a n t i f e m in i s t  u t t e r a n c e s  w h ich  the  Wife of B a th 's

fif th  h u s b a n d  p o s s e s s e d  w a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a  long t r a d i t io n  of su ch

c o l le c t io n s  in  the M idd le  A g e s .  To the  s p e c i f i c  e x a m p le s  of w e a k  and

d e c e i t fu l  and  ru in o u s  w o m e n  n a m e d  in  the  B ib le  could  b e  ad d ed  c e r t a in

o th e r ,  m o r e  g e n e r a l  c o n d e m n a t io n s  of w o m en . P r o v e r b s  c o n ta in ed

s o m e  and E c c l e s i a s t i c u s  h a d  m a n y .  A long  p a s s a g e  f r o m  the  C h ro n ic le

of th e  F r a n c i s c a n  S a l im b e n e  i l l u s t r a t e s  w h a t  th e s e  c o l le c t io n s  m u s t  have

b e e n  l ik e .  B e c a u se  th is  i s  so ,  i t  s e e m s  w o r th  quoting a t  s o m e  le n g th

f r o m  the  t r a n s l a t i o n  of C oulton :

N ote  th a t  it is  s a id  of St. N ic h o la s ,  'he  a v o id ed  the  co m p an y  of 
w o m e n ':  and h e r e i n  h e  w as  w ise ;  f o r  it  w a s  w o m en  who d e ce iv e d
th e  c h i ld r e n  of I s r a e l  (Num. x x x i . ) .  W h e r e fo r e  i t  is  w r i t t e n  in  
E c c l e s i a s t i c u s ,  'B e h o ld  n o t  e v e r y  b o d y 's  b e a u ty ;  and  t a r r y  not 
am o n g  w om en . F o r  f r o m  g a r m e n t s  c o m e th  a  m o th ,  a n d  f r o m  a  
w o m a n  the  in iq u ity  of a  m a n .  ' A ga in , in  E c c l e s i a s t e s ,  'I  h av e  
found  a  w om an  m o r e  b i t t e r  th an  d e a th ,  who i s  a  h u n t e r ' s  s n a r e ,  
an d  h e r  h e a r t  is  a  n e t ,  and  h e r  h a n d s  a r e  b a n d s .  He th a t  p le a s e th  
God s h a l l  e s c a p e  f r o m  h e r :  bu t he  th a t  i s  a  s in n e r ,  s h a l l  be  
cau g h t by h e r .  ' In P r o v e r b s  ag a in ,  'W hy a r t  thou  s e d u c e d ,  m y  
so n , by  a s t r a n g e  w o m a n  and  a r t  c h e r i s h e d  in  the  b o s o m  of a n 
o t h e r ? '  A gain  in  th e  s ix th  c h a p te r ,  ' L e t  n o t  t h y  h e a r t  co v e t  h e r  
b e a u ty ,  b e  no t c a u g h t  w ith  h e r  w in k s  : F o r  the  p r i c e  of a  h a r l o t  
i s  s c a r c e  one lo a f :  b u t  the  w o m an  c a tc h e th  the  p r e c io u s  so u l  of 
a  m a n .  ' And a g a in  in  the  tw e n ty - th i r d ,  'F o r  a  h a r l o t  is  a  d eep

^Owst, p. 492 .
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d i tc h :  and  a  s t r a n g e  w o m a n  is  a  n a r r o w  p it .  She l ie th  in  w a it  in  
th e  w ay  a s  a  r o b b e r ,  and  h im  w hom  sh e  s h a l l  s e e  u n w ary , sh e  sh a l l  
k i l l .

A f te r  p a g e s  of th is  k ind  of th ing , i t  i s  no w o n d e r  th a t  th e  Wife w as  m oved  

to  v io le n c e .

F r o m  quoting and c o m m e n tin g  on B ib l ic a l  e x a m p le s  of ru in o u s  

w o m en  and the  o c c a s io n a l  a n t i f e m in i s t  u t t e r a n c e s  f r o m  B ib l ic a l  and  

P a t r i s t i c  s o u r c e s ,  the m e d ie v a l  p r e a c h e r s  o ften  tu rn e d  to ca ta lo g u in g  

th e  fa i l in g s  of w om en . O w st n o te s  th a t  " 'f o o l i s h '  is  p e rh a p s  the  c o m 

m o n e s t  of a l l  e p i th e ts  to b e  h u r l e d  a t  the sex ,  w hen  the  p u lp it  t u r n s  to  

2
d enounce  i t .  " O th e r  v ic e s  a g a in s t  w h ich  th ey  p r e a c h e d  w e re  g a r r u l i t y ,  

q u a r r e l s o m e n e s s ,  the  te n d en c y  to  b e  a lw ay s  gadd ing  abou t,  love  of 

f in e r y ,  and  d iso b e d ie n c e .  B e c a u s e  th e s e  and  o th e r  c h a r g e s  a g a in s t  

w o m e n  p la y ed  such  a  l a r g e  p a r t  in  m e d ie v a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  th ey  can  m o r e  

co n v en ie n t ly  b e  d i s c u s s e d  in  th e  c h a p te r  on the  p o p u la r  t r a d i t io n .

The c l e r i c a l  t r a d i t io n  c am e  to a t t r ib u te  to  E ve  a l l  of th e  w o m an ly  

v ic e s  - -  h e r  donning  of the  fig  le a v e s  w as  s a id  to  be  the  o r ig in  of the  

f e m a le  love  of f in e ry !  In the  s a m e  way, the  V irg in  c am e  to  r e p r e s e n t  

a l l  of th e  w o m an ly  v i r t u e s .  Q uite  e a r ly ,  th en ,  w r i t e r s  ten d ed  to  s e t  

the  one  off a g a in s t  the  o th e r ,  the  s ec o n d  E ve  a g a in s t  the  f i r s t .  J u s t i n

^G. G. Coulton, F r o m  St. F r a n c i s  to D ante  (2nd ed. re v .  •, London: 
D avid  N u tt ,  1907), p. 96. C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  C oulton, F r o m  St. F r a n c i s  
to D a n te .

2
O w st, p. 386. A  v a lu a b le  a cco u n t of th e s e  a n t i f e m in is t  c a ta lo g u e s  

w il l  b e  found on pp. 385 -404  of th a t  w o rk ,  to w h ich  th is  c h a p te r  is  i n 
d eb ted .
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M a r ty r ,  f o r  e x am p le ,  gave  th e  a c c e p te d  v iew  th a t  God had  u s e d  the  one 

w o m an  to  h e lp  undo the  ev il  b ro u g h t  in to  th e  w o r ld  by  the o th e r .  C h r i s t ,  

he  s a y s ,

w as  m a d e  m a n  of the  V irg in ,  th a t  by  th e  s a m e  w ay  th a t  the  d i s o b e d i 
ence  w h ich  p ro c e e d e d  f r o m  the s e r p e n t  to o k  its  r i s e ,  i t  m ig h t  a l s o  
r e c e iv e  i t s  d e s t r u c t io n .  F o r  E ve  w h en  a v i rg in  and u n d e f i led  c o n 
ce iv e d  the  w o rd  of the  s e r p e n t ,  and  b ro u g h t  fo r th  d is o b e d ie n c e  and 
d e a th .  B ut M ary  th e  V irg in  r e c e iv in g  fa i th  and joy, w h en  th e  Angel 
G a b r ie l  to ld  h e r  the  good new s th a t  th e  S p ir i t  of the L o rd  shou ld  
co m e  upon h e r ,  and  the  p o w er  of the  H ig h e s t  should o v e rs h a d o w  
h e r ,  and t h e r e f o r e  th a t  H oly  Thing  w h ich  should  be b o r n  of h e r  is  
the  Son of God, a n s w e r e d .  Be it unto m e  a c c o rd in g  to  T h y  W o rd . ^

In an  a r t i c l e  on E ve  in  th e  D ic t io n n a ire  de T héo log ie  C a th o l iq u e , M angenot

g ives  th is  r e s u m e  of the  h i s t o r y  of the  c o m p a r is o n :

D ans l 'o r d r e  du s a lu t  e t  de la  r é p a r a t i o n  du  pdch^, È v e  a  é t é  c o m 
p a r é e  à. M a r ie ,  la  m%re du S a u v e u r ,  p a r  c o n t r a s te  p lu s  que  p a r  
r e s s e m b la n c e .  A d a m  a y a n t  é t é  c o n s i d é r é  p a r  s a in t  P a u l  e t  p a r  
le s  P ë r e s  co m m e  la  f ig u re  de J é s u s ,  le  seco n d  A dam , . . .  il 
é ta i t  tou t n a tu r e l  q u '^ v e  dev in t,  e l le  a u s s i ,  la  f ig u re  de la  mTère 
du S a u v e u r ,  b ie n  que s a in t  P a u l  n 'a i t  p a s  m a r q u é  ce c a r a c t è r e  
f ig u r a t i f  de la  p r e m i e r e  fe m m e .  Si l e s  P& res  a p o s to l iq u e s  ne  l 'o n t  
p a s  s ig n a l é  non p lu s ,  s a in t  J u s t in ,  le  p r e m i e r  au  II® s i è c l e ,  a  
c o m p a r é  È ve  a v ec  M a r ie .  Il e x p o s a i t  k  T ryphon , D ia l,  cu m  
T ry p h o n e  . . . que le  S a u v eu r  J é s u s  d e v a i t  ê t r e  le f i l s  d 'u n e  v ie rg e  
p o u r  que la  d é s o b é is s a n c e  p r i t  f in  p a r  la  m ê m e  voie  q u 'e l l e  a v a i t  
eu c o m m e n c e m e n t  so u s  l 'e x c i t a t io n  du  s e r p e n t ,  è v e  é t a i t  v ie rg e  
in v io lée ,  quand e l le  e n fan ta  la  d é s o b é i s s a n c e  e t  la  m o r t ;  l a  v ie rg e  
M a r ie  le s  a  d é t r u i t e s  p a r  s a  r é p o n s e  co n fian te  \  la  p a r o le  de l 'a n g e  
qui lu i  a n n o n ça it  l a  n a i s s a n c e  du F i l s  de D ieu  . . . .  L a  p r e m i e r e  
a  é té  sed u i te  p a r  un a n g e ,  la  s eco n d e  a r e ç u  d 'u n  ange  1'a n n u n c ia t io n  
de s a  m a t e r n i t é  d iv ine  . . . .  L a  p r u d e n c e ,  l 'o b é i s s a n c e  e t  la  foi 
de l a  s eco n d e  ont r e m p l a c é  l ' im p r u d e n c e ,  la  d é s o b é is s a n c e  e t  
l ' i n c r é d u l i t é  de la  p r e m i è r e .  Le  m a l  q u 'È v e  av a i t  l a i s s é  in t r o d u i r e  
dans  le  m onde  en  p r ê t a n t  l 'o r e i l l e  a u x  d i s c o u r s  a s tu c ie u x  du  s e r p e n t

^T he  Works E x ta n t  of S. J u s t in  th e  M a r t y r , t r a n s .  G. J .  D av ies ,  
("A L i b r a r y  of the  F a t h e r s  of the  H oly  C a th o l ic  C hurch , A n t e r i o r  to 
the  D iv is io n  of the  E a s t  and  W es t" ;  O xford , 1861), pp. 196-97 .
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a  é t é  r é p a r é  p a r  l 'a u d i t io n  que M a r ie  a  donnée  à  l a  p a r o le  de l 'a n g e  
G a b r ie l .  D ieu  qui a  co n d am n é  È ve  a  cou ronné ' M a r ie  de g lo i r e .  
C o m m e la  m o r t  e s t  v en u e  p a r  la  p r e m i è r e  È v e ,  l a  v ie  e s t  r e v e n u e  
p a r  l a  s ec o n d e .  È v e  a été" r e in té ’g r é e  en  M a r ie  c o m m e  A d a m  l ' a  
é t é  dans  le  C h r i s t .  ^

A lthough  th is  i s  an  a c c u r a t e  d e s c r ip t i o n  of the  c o m p a r i s o n s  m a d e  of

th e  two E v e s ,  the  m o d e r n  n o tio n  th a t  the  g ro w th  of th e  w o rs h ip  of the

v i r g i n  c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  r a i s e d  the  c l e r i c a l  op in ions  of w o m e n  w il l  b e a r

e x a m in a t io n  in  the  n e x t  c h a p te r .

^E. M angeno t,  " È v e ,  " D ic t io n n a i re  de T h é o lo g ie  C a th o l iq u e , Vol. 
V (pt. 2), pp. 1651-52 .



C H A P T E R  VIII

TH E W ORSHIP O F  TH E VIRGIN MARY

Thow  M ayde and M o o d e r ,  d o g h te r  of th y  Sone, 
Thow  w e lle  of m e r c y ,  sy n fu l  s o u le s  c u r e ,
In w hom  th a t  God f o r  b o u n te e  c h ee s  to w one,
T how  h u m b le ,  and h e ig h  o v e r  e v e r y  c r e a t u r e ,  
Thow  n o b le d e s t  so  f e r f o r t h  o u re  n a tu r e .
T h a t  no d e sd e y n  th e  M ake  r e  had d e  of ky n d e  ^
H is  Sone in  b lood and f l e s s h  to  c lo th e  and  w ynde.

M o th e r !  w hose  v i r g i n  b o s o m  w as  u n c r o s t  
W ith  th e  l e a s t  sh ad e  of though t to  s in  a l l ie d ;  
W om an! above a l l  w o m e n  g lo r i f ie d ,  ^
O u r  ta in te d  n a t u r e 's  s o l i t a r y  b o a s t  , , . .

T h e  b eg inn ing  of th e  w o rs h ip  of M a r y  i s  h a z y  and  u n c e r t a in .

T he  few  m e n t io n s  of h e r  n a m e  b y  the  e a r l i e s t  w r i t e r s  a r e  r e l a t i v e ly  

c a s u a l  a n d  u n e n l ig h te n in g . T h a t  th e r e  w a s  m o r e  i n t e r e s t  in  h e r  th a n  

in th e  o th e r  s a in t s ,  a t  l e a s t  beg in n in g  in  th e  seco n d  c e n tu ry ,  w e know

^ G eo ff rey  C h a u c e r ,  "T h e  S econd  N u n 's  P r o l o g u e , "  T h e  W o rk s  of 
G e o f f re y  C h a u c e r , ed . F .  N. R o b in so n  (2nd, ed . ; B o sto n :  H oughton  
M ifflin , 1957), p . 207. T h is  te x t  is  c i te d  h e r e a f t e r  a s  R o b in so n .

^ W il l ia m  W o rd s w o r th ,  "T h e  V irg in ,  " P o e t i c a l  W o rk s  of W il l iam  
W o rd s w o r th ,  ed . E . de  S e l in c o u r t  & H e le n  D a r b i s h i r e  (O xford : 1946), 
Vol. I l l ,  p. 373.
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f r o m  the  a p o c ry p h a l  w r i t in g s  d e s ig n ed  to  f i l l  o u r  the  s c a n ty  p ic tu r e  g iven  

of h e r  in  the  New T e s ta m e n t ,

The p ro b le m  of w e igh ing  th is  e a r l y  e v id en ce  is a l s o  h in d e re d  by 

the  e m o t io n a l  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  the m o s t  s e d a te  C h u rch  h i s to r i a n s  a p p ro a c h  

the  s u b je c t ,  e i t h e r  p r o  o r  con. C atho lic  h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  a t  p a in s  to  p ro v e  

the  a n t iq u i ty  of the  w o r s h ip  on  v e r y  s p a r s e  e v id en c e ;  P r o t e s t a n t  h i s t o 

r i a n s ,  on  the  c o n t r a r y ,  t r y  to  u se  th is  s p a r s e n e s s  of in fo r m a t io n  a s  e v i 

d en ce  th a t  the  w o rs h ip  is  a  p o s t -N ic e n e  inn o v a tio n .  T h is  is  h a r d ly  the  

p la c e  to  a t t e m p t  to r e s o lv e  the  q u es t io n  of th e  o r ig in  of M a r y - w o r s h ip ;  

t h e r e f o r e ,  th is  c h a p te r  w i l l  b eg in  w ith  th e  s u b je c t  a s  i t  c o m e s  m o s t  

c l e a r ly  in to  v iew  - - i n  the  f i r s t  e c u m e n ic a l  co u n c i ls ,

M a r y 's  n a m e  i s  n o t  too m u ch  in  e v id e n c e  in  the  s u rv iv in g  l i t e r a t u r e  

un ti l  th e  th i r d  c e n tu r y  n e a r  the  end of the  f i r s t  g r e a t  C h r is to lo g ic a l  d e 

b a t e s ,  H e r  a p p e a r a n c e  in  th e s e  w as  on ly  n a tu r a l :  i f  C h r i s t  w a s  in d eed  

m e r e l y  a  d iv in e ly  i n s p i r e d  m a n ,  o r  God g iv ing  only  the i l lu s io n  of hav ing  

a  body , o r  a  d iv ided  n a tu r e  w hich  had  o n ly  un ited  a f t e r  b i r t h ,  the  s ta tu s  

of H is  m o th e r  m u s t  be  c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  a f fe c te d .

P e r h a p s  the  e a r l i e s t  h e r e s y  in  r e g a r d  to  C h r i s t  w as  th e  D o ce tic  

h e r e s y  th a t  te a c h e s  th a t  C h r i s t  did no t h av e  a  r e a l  m a t e r i a l  body and 

h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  bu t on ly  took  the  a p p e a r a n c e  of one. As A d r ia n  F o r t e s c u e  

n o te s ,  i t  s e e m s  a t  f i r s t  s t r a n g e  th a t  th is  sh o u ld  be

th e  e a r l i e s t  of a l l  h e r e s i e s .  One w ou ld  h av e  thought th a t  th e  f i r s t  
an d  s ec o n d  C h r i s t i a n  g e n e ra t io n s  w ould  a t  an y  r a te  h av e  had  no 
doub t about o u r  L o r d 's  r e a l  m anhood . T he  e x p lan a t io n  is  th a t
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D o c e t i s m  did no t d e v e lo p  by  a  p e r v e r s e  p r o c e s s  f r o m  the  g o sp e l  ^ 
and  the  C h r i s t i a n  s y s t e m ,  bu t c am e  to  C h r i s t i a n i ty  f r o m  w ithout.

The s o u rc e  of D o c e t i s m  is  th a t  d u a l i s t ic  f r a m e  of m in d  w h ich  w as  

so p e r v a s iv e  f r o m  the  t im e  ju s t  p re c e d in g  the  C h r i s t i a n  e r a  th ro u g h  the  

e a r l y  c e n tu r i e s  of it. We h av e  no ted  A u g u s t in e 's  r e c o g n i t io n  th a t  one 

of the  fa ta l  f law s of N e o p la to n is m  is  the  f a i lu re  to  r e c o g n iz e  the  union 

of th e  L ogos  w ith  the  f le s h .  T h is  s a m e  m y s t e r y  of the  union  of f le sh  

and d iv in i ty  w as  to  c a u s e  c e r t a in  C h r i s t i a n s  to  fa l l  in to  h e r e s y .  A p e r s o n  

who s u b s c r ib e d  to the  d u a l i s t i c  te n d en cy  to  s e e  m a t t e r  a s  in h e re n t ly  ev il  

and  s p i r i t  a s  in h e re n t ly  good w as  going to  s tu m b le  w hen  c o n fro n te d  w ith  

the  un ion  of God w ith  m a t t e r .  The D o c e t is t  a n s w e r  w as  th a t  th is  union  

only  s e e m e d  to  have  ta k e n  p la c e .

B e c a u se  the C h r i s t i a n s  of the  s ec o n d  c e n tu ry  w e re  m o s t ly  c o n v e r ts

f r o m  o th e r  r e l ig io n s ,  in e v i ta b ly  they  b ro u g h t  w ith  th e m  s o m e  id e as

w h ich  did  n o t  f it  in  th e  C h r i s t i a n  f r a m e w o rk .  I r e n a e u s  l i s t s  s o m e  of

the  h e r e s i e s  w hich  w e r e  in  ev id en ce  in  h is  day:

Som e of th e m  in t ro d u c e  a n o th e r  F a t h e r  b e s id e s  the  C r e a to r ;  s o m e ,  
a g a in ,  s a y  th a t  the  w o r ld  and  i ts  s u b s ta n c e  w as m a d e  b y  c e r t a in  
a n g e ls ;  c e r t a in  o th e r s  [ m a in ta in  ]  th a t  i t  w as  w id e ly  s e p a r a t e d  by  
H o ro s  f r o m  h im  w h o m  th ey  r e p r e s e n t  a s  be in g  th e  F a t h e r  - -  th a t  
i t  s p r a n g  fo r th  . . .  of i t s e l f ,  and f r o m  i t s e l f  w as  b o rn .  Then, 
a g a in ,  o th e r s  [of th e m  a s s e r t ]  th a t  it  ob ta in ed  s u b s ta n c e  in  th o se  
th in g s  w hich  a r e  c o n ta in ed  by  the F a t h e r ,  f r o m  d e fe c t  and  i g 
n o ra n c e ;  o th e r s ,  s t i l l ,  d e s p i s e  the ad v en t of the L o rd  m a n i f e s t  
[to the  s e n s e s ]  , f o r  th ey  do no t a d m it  H is  in c a r n a t io n ;  w h ile

^A drian  F o r t e s c u e ,  "D o c e t ism , " E n c y c lo p ed ia  of R e l ig io n  and  
E th ic s ,  ed . H a s t in g s ,  Vol. IV, p. 832.
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o th e r s ,  ig n o r in g  the a r r a n g e m e n t  [ tha t H e sh o u ld  be  bori^  of a  
v i rg in ,  m a in ta in  th a t  He w as  b e g o t te n  by  J o s e p h .  ^

B e c a u s e  the  In c a rn a t io n  w as  so  d if f icu l t  to  c o m p re h en d ,  p e r h a p s  

the  m o s t  p r e v e la n t  h e r e s i e s  w e r e  C h r is to lo g ic a l .  By the  th i r d  c e n tu r y  

one of th e s e  h e r e s i e s  - -  the  A r ia n  - -  w as  so  p o w e rfu l  th a t  o r th o d o x  

C h r i s t i a n s  in  the  E a s t ,  l ik e  A th a n a s iu s ,  w e r e  o f ten  fo rc e d  into e x i le .  

A lthough  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y  co n tinued  a f t e r  the  C ouncil  of N icea ,  th e  o u t 

com e w as  p r e d e t e r m in e d  w ith  th e  c r e e d  w h ich  w a s  e n u n c ia ted  th e r e .

The N icen e  C r e e d  b e c a m e  the  b a s i s  fo r  e x a m in in g  l a t e r  C h r is to lo g ic a l  

h e r e s i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  N e s to r ia n .

A lthough  O rig e n  an d  o th e r s  had  e a r l i e r  u s e d  the  t e r m  T h eo to k o s  

("M o th e r  of G od") in  r e g a r d  to M a ry ,  it w as  in  th e  N e s to r ia n  c o n t r o v e r s y  

th a t  the  t e r m  b e c a m e  th e  b a s i s  of a  d o c t r in a l  d is p u te .  H e re  ag a in ,  

C h r i s to lo g ic a l  d o c t r in e  w a s  the  b a s ic  i s s u e  (as i t  h a d  b e e n  in th e  A r ia n  

c o n t ro v e r s y ) .  N e s to r iu s ,  B ish o p  of C o n s ta n t in o p le ,  d iv ided  C h r i s t  

in to  two P e r s o n s :  C h r i s t  the  m a n  who w as  b o r n  in  the  f le sh ,  and  th e  

G odhead w h ic h  u n ited  w ith  the h u m a n  a f t e r  b i r t h  - -  h e n ce  h is  t e r m  fo r  

M a ry  of C h r is to to k o s  ("M o th e r  of C h r is t" )  in  o p p o s i t io n  to w hat w as  

im p l ie d  in  the  t e r m  T h e o to k o s .

P o p e  C e le s t in e ,  a f t e r  re c e iv in g  l e t t e r s  on b o th  s id e s  of th e  s u b 

j e c t  f r o m  N e s to r iu s  and C y r i l ,  B ish o p  of A le x a n d r ia ,  d e c r e e d  the  N e s 

to r iu s  sh o u ld  be  d e p r iv e d  of h is  b i s h o p r ic  and  co m m u n io n  u n le s s  he

^ I r e n a e u s ,  "A g a in s t  H e r e s i e s ,  " t r a n s .  A le x a n d e r  R o b e r ts  8t 
W. H. R a m b a u t  ("The A n te -N ic e n e  F a t h e r s , "  Vol. I), p. 547.
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r e j e c t e d  h is  inn o v a tio n . B e c a u s e  of the in f lu en c e  of N e s to r iu s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

the  E m p e r o r  w ro te  to  C y r i l  c a l l in g  fo r  a  synod  to d ec id e  the  m a t t e r .

T h is  synod  - -  the  T h i rd  E c u m e n ic a l  C ouncil  - -  m e t  a t  E p h e s u s  and  

d e c id e d  th a t  th e  l e t t e r  of N e s to r iu s  did n o t  a g r e e  w ith  the  N icen e  C re e d .

T he  c o n n ec t io n  of th is  c o n t r o v e r s y  with th e  s t a tu s  of M a ry  can  be  s e e n  

in  th e  f i r s t  a n a th e m a  p ro n o u n c e d  a g a in s t  N e s to r i a n i s m :

If anyone w il l  n o t  c o n fe s s  th a t  E m m a n u e l  is  v e r y  God, and  th a t  
t h e r e f o r e  the  H oly  V irg in  is  the M o th e r  of God (T h e o to k o s ), in a s m u c h  
a s  in  the  flesl^ she  b o r e  the  W ord  of God m a d e  f le s h  . . .  : l e t  h im  
b e  a n a th e m a .

The n ex t  two e c u m e n ic a l  cou n c ils  - -  the  F o u r th ,  h e ld  a t  

C h a lced o n , and  the  F i f th ,  h e ld  a t  C o n s ta n t in o p le  - -  r e a f f i r m e d  th e  

n a tu r e  of C h r i s t  and b e c a m e  e v e r  s t r o n g e r  in  a s s e r t i n g  th e  d ig n i ty  of 

M a ry .  H e re ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  is  an  a n a th e m a  p ro n o u n c e d  by  the  F i f th  

E c u m e n ic a l  C ouncil;

If anyone s h a l l  no t c a l l  in  a  t r u e  a c c e p ta t io n ,  b u t  only in  a  f a l s e  
a c c e p ta t io n ,  the  h o ly ,  g lo r io u s ,  and e v e r - v i r g i n  M ary ,  th e  M o th e r  
of God, o r  s h a l l  c a l l  h e r  so  only  in  a  r e l a t iv e  s e n s e ,  b e l ie v in g  
th a t  she  b o r e  a  s im p le  m a n  and  th a t  God th e  W ord w as n o t  i n c a r 
n a te  of h e r ,  b u t  th a t  th e  in c a r n a t io n  of God th e  W ord  r e s u l t e d  only  
f r o m  the  fa c t  th a t  h e  u n i te d  h im s e l f  to  th a t  m a n  who w as  b o r n f o f  
h e r ] ;  if he  s h a l l  c a lu m n ia te  the  H oly  Synod of C halcedon  a s  though 
i t  h a d  a s s e r t e d  the  V i rg in  to  be M o th e r  of God a c c o rd in g  to  the  
im p io u s  s e n s e  of T h e o d o re ;  o r  if anyone  s h a l l  c a l l  h e r  th e  m o th e r  
of a  m a n  . . .  o r  the  M o th e r  of C h r i s t  (C h r i s to to k o s ) , a s  i f  C h r i s t  
w e r e  no t God, and  s h a l l  no t c o n fe ss  th a t  sh e  is  e x a c t ly  an d  t r u l y  
th e  M o th e r  of God, b e c a u s e  th a t  God th e  W ord  who b e fo re  a l l  a g e s  
w as  b e g o t te n  of th e  F a t h e r  w as  in  th e s e  l a s t  days  m a d e  f l e s h  and  
b o r n  of h e r ,  and  i f  anyone  s h a l l  no t c o n fe s s  th a t  in  th is  s e n s e  the

^"The XII. A n a th e m a t ic i s m s  of S t .  C y r il  A g a in s t  N e s t o r iu s ,  " tra n s .
H e n r y  R. P e r c iv a l  (" N icen e  and P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s , " S econ d  S e r i e s ,
V ol.  XIV), p. 206.
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h o ly  Synod acknow ledged  h e r  to  be the  M o th e r  of God: l e t  h im  
b e  a n a th e m a .  ^

Im p o r ta n t  a s  th e s e  o ff ic ia l  p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  w e r e ,  th e y  r e p r e s e n te d

on ly  one p a r t  of the  v e r y  c o m p le x  p r o c e s s  by  w hich  the w o r s h ip  of M ary

r e a c h e d  such  h e ig h ts  in  the  M iddle A g e s .  W ith the  in s i s t e n c e  of the

C h u rc h  th a t  He w as no t m e r e l y  a  d e m i -god  but God in  the  f le s h ,  the

aw fu l m a je s ty  of C h r i s t  c a m e  to be fe l t  po ig n an tly  by o r d i n a r y  b e l i e v e r s .

P e r h a p s  the a p o c a ly p t ic  p re a c h in g s  a b o u t  the  day  of ju d g m e n t ,  w ith

C h r i s t  a s  th e  Ju d g e ,  a l s o  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th is  g row ing  a w a r e n e s s  of the

t e r r i b l e  d iv in ity  of C h r i s t .

W ith the  g ro w th  of th is  fe e l in g ,  i t  w as  only n a tu r a l  th a t  so m e

a w e s t r u c k  and  f e a r fu l  b e l i e v e r s  sh ou ld  w is h  f o r  so m e  h u m a n  ad v o ca te

b e fo re  the  b a r  of j u s t i c e .  A s C h r i s t  h a d  e a r l i e r  b een  tho u g h t of a s

the  m e d ia to r  b e tw een  m a n  and God the  Ju d g e ,  g ra d u a l ly  M a r y  cam e

to be  a d d r e s s e d  a s  the  m e d i a t r e s s  b e tw e e n  m a n  and  C h r i s t  th e  Ju d g e .

A s e a r l y  a s  the  fo u r th  c e n tu r y  (367), we find E p ip h an iu s ,  in  h i s  s ev e n ty -

n in th  H e r e s y ,  condem ning  a  s e c t  of A r a b ia n  w om en , w h o m  he  c a l ls

C o l ly r id ia n s ,  fo r  w o rsh ip p in g  M a ry  a s  a  g o d d ess  and  o f f e r in g  to  h e r

2
b r e a d - c a k e s ,  p e rh a p s  in  im i ta t io n  of the  r i t e s  of C e r e s .

The r i s e  of the  id e a l  of v i rg in i ty  a l so  m u l t ip l ie d  th e  r e f e r e n c e s  

to  M a ry  in  the P a t r i s t i c  w r i t i n g s .  Indeed , H a rn a c k  a s s e r t s  th a t

^"The F ifth  E c u m e n ic a l  C oun cil ,  " tr a n s .  H enry  R. P e r c iv a l ,
(" N icen e  and P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,"  Second  S e r i e s ,  XIV), p. 313.

^Schaff, V ol. I l l ,  p. 418 .



176

A m b ro s e  and  J e r o m e ,  above  a l l ,  in th e i r  c o n t r o v e r s y  w ith  Jo v in ia n ,  
in i t ia te d  the  c h u rc h  in  the  w o rs h ip  of M ary . A m b ro s e  who e x e r te d  
so  s t ro n g  an  in f lu en ce  upon A ugustine  is  e s p e c ia l l y  to be  m e n tio n ed  
a s  p a t ro n  of th is  w o rs h ip .  He taugh t th a t  M a r y  took  an  a c t iv e  
s h a r e  in  the  w o rk  of r e d e m p tio n ,  and a l r e a d y  a p p l ie d  Gen. III. 3 
to  the  h o ly  v i rg in .  ^

The e a r l i e s t  w r i t e r s  on the id e a l  of v i rg in i ty  h a d  sp o k en  of the  v i rg in

life  a s  an  im i ta t io n  of the  l i fe  of C h r is t .  A s h is  d iv in e  m a je s ty  w as

fe l t ,  h o w e v e r ,  p a r t l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  of the C h r is to lo g ic a l  c o n t r o v e r s i e s ,

g ra d u a l ly  the  l ife  of a  h u m a n  - -  M a ry  - -  c am e  to  be the  type  of h o ly

v irg in i ty .

The p a r a l l e l  d ra w n  b e tw ee n  E ve , the f i r s t  v i rg in ,  and  M a ry ,  the  

p e r f e c t  v i rg in ,  a l s o  h ad  i ts  e f fec t .  Schaff r e c o g n iz e s  the  beg inn ing  of 

M a r y - w o r s h ip

a s  e a r ly  a s  the seco n d  c e n tu r y  in an  a l l e g o r i c a l  i n t e r p r e ta t io n  of 
the  h i s t o r y  of the  fa l l ,  and  in  the  a s s u m p t io n  of a n  a n t i th e t ic  
r e l a t io n  of E ve  and M ary ,  a c c o rd in g  to w h ich  th e  m o th e r  of C h r i s t  
o c c u p ie s  the s a m e  p o s i t io n  in  the  h i s to r y  of r e d e m p t io n  a s  the  
wife of A d am  in the  h i s t o r y  of s in  and d ea th .  ^

H a rn a c k  le n d s  h is  c o n s id e ra b le  a u th o r i ty  to th e  s a m e  po in t of view:

". . . i t  i s  unden iab le  th a t  the  l a t e r  M a r io l a t r y  h a s  one of its  ro o ts

3
, in the  p a r a l l e l  b e tw ee n  E ve  and  M ary .  "

T h is  c o m p a r i s o n  of E ve  and M ary  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e en  m e n tio n ed  

in  the  l a s t  c h a p te r .  A s f a r  a s  we know f r o m  th e  e x is t in g  r e c o r d s ,

J u s t i n  M a r ty r ,  I r e n a e u s ,  and T e r tu l l i a n  w e re  the  f i r s t  to m ak e  th is

^ H a rn a c k ,  Vol. IV, p. 315. ^Schaff, Vol. Ill , p. 414.

3
H arnack , V ol. II, p. 277.
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c o m p a r i s o n .  J u s t i n  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e en  quo ted  on the su b je c t ;  h e r e  is

I r e n a e u s  in  the  s a m e  v e in .  In a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  the  d iv ine  p la n  of the

In c a rn a t io n ,  he  s a y s ,

M a ry  the  V irg in  is  found ob ed ien t  . . . .  But E ve  w as  d iso b ed ien t ;  
fo r  sh e  did no t obey  w h en  a s  ye t she  w a s  a  v i rg in .  And even  a s  
sh e ,  hav in g  in d eed  a  h u sb an d , A d am , b u t  b e in g  n e v e r th e l e s s  a  
v i r g in  . . . , h av in g  b e c o m e  d is o b e d ie n t ,  w as  m a d e  th e  c au se  of 
d e a th ,  bo th  to h e r s e l f  and  to  the  e n t i r e  h u m a n  r a c e  ; so  a l s o  did 
M a r y  hav ing  a  m a n  b e t ro th e d  to h e r ,  a n d  b e ing  n e v e r th e l e s s  a  
v i r g in ,  by  y ie ld in g  o b ed ien ce  b e c o m e  th e  c a u se  of s a lv a t io n ,  both  
to  h e r s e l f  and the  w ho le  h u m an  r a c e  . . . . F o r  w ha t the  v i rg in  
E ve  h ad  bound f a s t  th ro u g h  u n b e lie f ,  t h i s  did the  v i r g in  M a ry  s e t  
f r e e  th ro u g h  fa i th .  ^

As m a y  be  s e e n  in  th is  p a s s a g e ,  ev en  in  the  seco n d  c e n tu r y  c o n s id e ra b le

m e r i t  and  p o w e r  w as  b e in g  a t t r ib u te d  to M a ry .

In Book XX of h is  C ity  of G od , A u g u s t in e  s t a t e s  a  p o s i t io n  m o s t  

d e f in i te ly  w h ich  we h a v e  s e e n  h im  ta k e  b e f o r e  - -  the  s in  of e v e ry o n e  

who e v e r  l iv ed :

. . . i t  is  good f o r  a l l  m e n  to h e a r  H is  v o ice  and  l iv e ,  by  p a s s in g  
to  th e  l ife  of g o d l in e s s  f r o m  the  d e a th  of u n g o d l in e s s .  Of th is  
d e a th  the  A p o s t le  P a u l  s a y s ,  'T h e r e f o r e  a l l  a r e  dead , and  He d ied  
f o r  a l l ,  th a t  th e y  w h ich  live  shou ld  n o t  h e n c e fo r th  l iv e  unto  t h e m 
s e lv e s ,  b u t  unto H im  w hich  d ied  f o r  th e m  and r o s e  a g a in .  ' Thus 
a l l ,  w ithou t one e x cep tio n ,  w e re  dead  in  s in s ,  w h e th e r  o r ig in a l  
o r  v o lu n ta ry  s in s ,  s in s  of ig n o ra n c e ,  o r  s in s  c o m m it te d  a g a in s t  
know ledge  . . . . ^

The s ta tu s  of M a ry  in  th is  r e g a r d  is a  q u e s t io n  he does  no t w ant to d ea l

w ith . In r e p ly  to  the  a s s e r t i o n  of P e la g iu s  th a t  m a n y  of th e  peo p le  in

^ I r e n a e u s ,  "A g a in s t  H e r e s i e s , "  p. 455.

2
St. A u g u st in e ,  C ity  of G od, t r a n s .  M a rc u s  D ods (" N icen e  and

P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " II), p. 425 .
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th e  Old T e s ta m e n t  l iv e d  s in l e s s  l iv e s ,  A u g u s t in e  d e n ie s  th a t  any  of th e m  

l iv e d  w ithou t s in .  M a r y  is  on the  l i s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  and  we m a y  s e e  f r o m  

h is  q u a l i f ic a t io n  h e r  s t a tu s  in  r e la t io n  to o th e r  B ib l ic a l  f ig u r e s  even  in 

h i s  own day.

We m u s t  e x c e p t  the  h o ly  V irg in  M a ry ,  c o n c e rn in g  w hom  I w ish  to 
r a i s e  no q u e s t io n  w h en  i t  to u c h es  the  s u b je c t  of s in s ,  out of h o n o u r  
to  the  L o rd ;  f o r  f r o m  H im  we know w hat ab u n d an c e  of g ra c e  f o r  
o v e rc o m in g  s in  in  e v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r  w as  c o n f e r r e d  upon h e r  who 
had  the  m e r i t  to  c o n ce iv e  and  b e a r  H im  who undoub ted ly  had  no 
s in .  ^

Schaff c la im s  th a t  A u g u s t in e 's  r e a s o n in g  on  th is  po in t is  an  in n o 

va tio n :

T he re a s o n in g  of A u g u s t in e  b a c k w a rd  f r o m  th e  h o l in e s s  of C h r is t  
to  th e  h o l in e s s  of H is  m o th e r  w as  an  im p o r t a n t  tu rn ,  w hich w as  
a f t e r w a r d  p u r s u e d  to  f u r t h e r  r e s u l t s .  ^

T h is  d o es  no t s e e m  q u ite  so  new and u n u su a l  a s  Schaff  m a k e s  it sound.

R a th e r  th a n  be in g  s o m e th in g  b ro u g h t  in by  A u g u s t in e ,  i t  would s e e m  to

be  a  r a t h e r  n a tu r a l  s o r t  of r e a so n in g .  H e r e ,  f o r  e x am p le  is  Igna tiu s

in  the  f i r s t  c e n tu ry :

Now th e  v i r g in i ty  of M a r y  w as  h id d en  f r o m  th e  p r in c e  of th is  
w o r ld ,  a s  w as  a l s o  h e r  o f f sp r in g ,  and  the  d e a th  of the  L o rd ;  t h r e e  
m y s t e r i e s  of ren o w n , w h ich  w e r e  w ro u g h t  in  the  s i le n c e  of God. ^

^St. A u g u s t in e ,  On N a tu re  and G r a c e , t r a n s .  P e t e r  H o lm e s  &
R. E .  W all is  ("N icen e  and  P o s t - N ic e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " V), p. 135.

^Schaff, Vol. I l l ,  p. 419.

3
Ig n a t iu s , " E p i s t l e  to the  E p h e s i a n s , "  t r a n s .  A le x a n d e r  R o b e r t s ,  

J a m e s  D on a ld so n , & F .  C ro m b ie  ( " A n te -N ic e n e  F a t h e r s , "  I ) ,  p.
57.
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A s th e  n a tu r e  of the  In c a rn a t io n  b e c a m e  c l e a r e r  in  the  n e x t  t h r e e  c e n 

t u r i e s ,  the  h o l in e s s  of the m o th e r  of C h r i s t  b e c a m e  m o r e  e v id en t .  It 

w as  on ly  n a t u r a l  f o r  people  to  f e e l  th a t  s in c e  the  Son of God h a d  ta k en  

f le s h  f r o m  M a r y ,  M a r y  m u s t  be i n e x p r e s s ib ly  m o r e  ho ly  th an  any  o th e r  

who h a d  e v e r  l iv ed .

In a n  a r t i c l e  on M ary ,  E .  D ub lanchy  a s s e r t s  th a t  in  a l l  the  t im e  

s in c e  the  f if th  c e n tu ry ,

il  n 'y  eu t a u cu n  d é v e lo p p e m e n t  du dogm e de la  m a t e r n i t é  d iv ine  
qui a v a i t  a t t e in t ,  à. l 'é 'poque d e s  c o n c i le s  d 'E p h ^ s e  e t  de C ha lcéd o in e ,  
to u t  le  p e r f e c t io n n e m e n t  don t i l  é t a i t  s u s c e p t ib le .

B ut, h e  goes  on to say ,

i l  y eu t  un p r o g r è s  dans le  d é v e lo p p e m e n t  d e s  c o n c lu s io n s  d é d u i te s  
du  do g m e  de la  m a te r n i t é  d iv in e .  ^

It w il l  be  c o n v en ie n t  to follow D ub lan ch y  a s  he t r a c e s  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t

of t h e s e  c o n c lu s io n s  deduced  f r o m  th e  d iv ine  m a te r n i ty .

In the  f i r s t  p la c e ,  he  s a y s ,  the  e m in e n t  d ig n ity  of M a r y  w as

d ed u ced  f r o m  h e r  m a te rn i ty :

Du v^ k  la  f in  du xi^  s i è c le ,  l ' é m in e n t  d ig n i té  de la  m a t e r n i t é  
d iv ine  e s t  con tenue  dans d e s  a f f i r m a t io n s  g é n é r a le s  qui, s e lo n  la  
p e n s é e  de l e u r s  a u t e u r s ,  v i s e n t  non s e u le m e n t  l e s  p e r f e c t io n s  de 
M a r ie ,  m a i s  s a  d ig n i té  e l l e - m ê m e .  P a r m i  c e s  a f f i r m a t io n s ,  
nous  c i t e r o n s  p r in c ip a le m e n t  le s  s u iv a n te s :  M a r ie  s u r p a s s e  to u te s  
l e s  c r é a t u r e s ,  m ê m e  le s  a n g e s  ; M a r ie  n ' e s t  i n f é r i e u r e  qu'à. D ieu; 
r i e n  d an s  le s  c r é a t u r e s  ne p eu t  ê t r e  c o m p a r é  à  M a r ie ;  le  C r é a t e u r
se u l  la  s u r p a s s e .  2

^E. D ub lanchy , " M a r ie ,  " D ic t io n n a i re  de T h éo lo g ie  C a th o l iq u e , 
Vol. IX (pt. 2), co l.  2355.

^Ibid.
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By the  h igh  M iddle A g es ,  the  d ign ity  of M a ry  w as  in d isp u ta b le :

A la  f in  du XI® e t  au  c o m m e n c e m e n t  du XII® s iè c le ,  s a in t  A n se lm e  
(1109), f i t  m ie u x  r e s o r t i r  la  t r a n c e n d a n te  su p é r io r i té "  de la  M ère  
de D ieu  en m o n tr a n t  son  in t im e  union: av ec  D ieu  le  P e r e ,  pu isque  
le  m ê m e  F i l s  e s t  com m u n  è. D ieu  le  P è r e  e t k  la  v ie r g e  M a r ie :  
av ec  D ieu  le  F i l s ,  p u is q u 'e l l e  e s t  sa  m è r e ;  a v e c  D ieu  le  S a in t-  
E s p r i t ,  p a r  l 'o p é r a t i o n  duque l e l le  a  congu e t  en fan te  le  S auveu r  
, . . . Dans la  su ite  le s  th é o lo g ie n s  r e p r o d u i s i r e n t  e t  c o m m e n tè r e n t  
f r é q u e m m e n t  l 'a f f i r m a t io n  de s a in t  A n se lm  s u r  l 'u n io n  in t im e  de 
M a r ie  av ec  le s  t r o i s  p e r s o n n e s  de la  s a in te  T r in i t é .  L a  r e la t io n  
in t im e  de M ar ie  av ec  D ieu  le  P è r e  fut ren d u e  p lu s  m a n i f e s t e  p a r  
c e t te  a s s e r t i o n  de s a in t  T h o m as  q u 'i l  y a  en  J é s u s - C h r i s t  une seu le  
f i l ia t io n  a p p a r te n a n t  è. la  p e r s o n n e  e te r n e l l e  du V e rb e ,  m a is  avec  
deux  r e l a t io n s ,  une re la t io n  r é e l l e  e n t re  D ieu  le  P e r e  e t  le  V e rb e ,  
e t  une re la t io n  de r a i s o n  e n t r e  M a r ie  e t  le  V e rb e ,  Sum . th eo l.  ,
III®’, q. X X X V , a .  5; op in ion  d ès  l o r s  c o m m u n é m e n t  su iv ie  p a r  le s  
th é o lo g ie n s .  ^

T h is  e x p r e s s io n  of the in t im a te  r e l a t io n  of M a ry  and th e  W ord  In c a rn a te  

gave h e r  a  d ign ity , a s  D ublanchy  s a y s ,  "en  quelque s o r t ,  in f in ie ,  s u r 

p a s s a n t  de b eaucoup  to u te s  le s  d ig n i té s  c r é é s .

T h is  d ign ity  of M ary  c a m e  to  m ak e  h e r  s e e m  the  b e s t  of a l l  the

s a in t s  to  m e d ia te  b e tw een  the C h r i s t i a n  and God. The t r a d i t io n a l  p o s i t io n

on th is  m a t t e r  is  s ta te d  by D ublanchy . This  m e d ia t io n ,  he  s a y s ,  is

im p l ic i t  in  the a n t i th e s is  b e tw ee n  M a ry  and E ve .

L a  foi de la  V ie rg e ,  p a r  la q u e l le  la  r é g é n é r a t io n  nous a  é t é  p r o 
c u r é e ,  e s t  b ie n  la  foi p a r  la q u e l le  M a r ie  a  é t é  p o u r  to u t  le  g e n re  
h u m a in ,  la  c au se  du sa lu t ;  ta n d is  que, p a r  son  i n c r é d u l i t é  e t  s a  
d é s o b é is s a n c e ,  fcve a v a i t  c a u s é  n o t r e  p e r t e  . . . . ^

W ith u su a l ly  cau tio u s  th eo lo g ian s  vying in  t h e i r  p r a i s e  of M a r y 's  

d ign ity  and  h e r  ro le  a s  m e d i a t r e s s  f o r  m en , it  w ould  be e x p ec te d  th a t

^Ib id . , co l .  2356. ^Ib id .

3
D ublanchy, co l .  2386.
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the  p o p u lace  w ould go e v en  f u r th e r ;  and su ch  is  th e  c a s e .  The d e c i s io n  

in  fa v o r  of M a r y 's  ro le  a s  T h eo to k o s  (adap ted  by  L a t in  w r i t e r s  a s  D e ip a ra )  

by  the  co u n c il  a t  E p h e s u s  w a s  g re e te d  jo y fu l ly ,  " a m id s t  b o n f i r e s ,  p r o 

c e s s io n s ,  and i l lu m in a t io n s .  A lthough th e r e  w e r e  s o m e  s e tb a c k s  to 

h e r  w o r s h ip  a f t e r  th a t ,  the  co u n c i ls  w hich  im m e d ia te ly  fo llow ed  the  one 

a t  E p h e s u s ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  s t r e n g th e n e d  th a t  w o r s h ip .  A lthough 

th e r e  is  l e s s  ev id en c e  f o r  d e te r m in in g  the e a r l y  p o p u la r  a t t i tu d e s  t o 

w a rd  M a ry  th an  the  o f f ic ia l  d o c t r in e s ,  h e r e  a s  e l s e w h e r e  p o p u la r  o p in 

io n  m u s t  h av e  gone f u r t h e r  th a n  the  o ff ic ia l  a t t i tu d e  f r o m  the  v e r y  f i r s t .  

C e r ta in ly  th is  is  t r u e  of the  body  of p o p u la r  t r a d i t i o n s  w h ich  h av e  s u rv iv e d  - 

th e  M a r y - l e g e n d s .

The f i r s t  of th e s e  a r e  c e r t a in  a p o c r y p h a l  boo k s  of the  N ew  T e s t a 

m e n t ,  ch ie f ly  the  B ook of J a m e s ,  o r  P r o te v a n g e l iu m ,  the  G o sp e l  of the 

B i r th  of M a ry ,  the  H i s to r y  of J o s e p h  the  C a r p e n te r ,  th e  G o sp e l  of T h o m a s ,  

an d  the  L ib e r  de In f a n t ia , o r  G o sp e l of P s e u d o -M a t th e w .  Schaff p o in ts  

out.

T he  C a th o lic  c h u rc h ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  c o n d em n ed  th is  a p o c h ry p h a l  l i t e r a 
t u r e  so  e a r l y  a s  th e  D e c r e e s  of G e la s iu s ;  y e t  m a n y  of th e  fab u lo u s  
e le m e n ts  of i t  - -  s u c h  a s  the  n a m e s  of the  p a r e n t s  of M ary ,  J o a c h im  
( in s te ad  of E l i ,  a s  in  L uke  iii .  23) and  A nna , th e  b i r t h  of M a ry  in 
a  c a v e ,  h e r  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  te m p le ,  and  h e r  m o c k  m a r r i a g e  w ith  
th e  ag ed  J o s e p h  - -  p a s s e d  into the  C a th o l ic  t r a d i t io n .  ^

T h ro u g h o u t the  M iddle  A g e s ,  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  M a r y  and  p o p u la r  

le g e n d s  abou t h e r  g re w  a p a c e .  The Ave M a r ia  (though no t th e  co m p le te

^Schaff, V ol.  I l l ,  p. 421 .  ^Schaff, V o l.  I l l ,  pp. 4 1 3 - 1 4 .
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p r a y e r  of today) w as  a p p a r e n t ly  added  to the  P a t e r  N o s t e r  in  the 

ten th  c e n tu ry ;  and

an  off ice  of the  V irg in  c a m e  into use  e s p e c ia l l y  th ro u g h  the  in f luence  
of St. P e t e r  D a m ia m  (1007-72), w hose  e x t r a v a g a n t  language  r e 
g a rd in g  h e r  c h im e d  w ith  the  p o p u la r  v o ice .  S a tu rd a y  w as  s p e c ia l ly  
d e d ic a te d  to  h e r ,  M a s s e s  b e ing  sa id  in  h e r  h o n o u r .  In 1905 U rb an  
II o r d e r e d  th a t  the  H o u rs  of the  V irg in  shou ld  b e  s a id  e v e r y  day 
and  the  off ice  e v e r y  S a tu rd a y .  ^

P o p u la r  th e o r i e s  abou t M a ry  w e re  o ften  s t r e n g th e n e d  by  m e n  of

the  C h u rc h .  St. B e r n a r d ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  a f f i r m e d  h e r  pove r  of m e d ia t io n

in  th is  w ay:

If you  f e a r  the  F a t h e r ,  t h e r e  i s  C h r i s t  the M e d ia to r .  If you f e a r  
H im , Who, though M an, is  a lso  God, th e r e  is  H is  M o th e r ,  p u re  
h u m a n i ty .  She w i l l  l i s t e n  to  th e e .  The Son w ill  l i s t e n  to h e r ,  the  
F a t h e r  to  H im . ^

The r e v e r e n c e  w h ich  a n y  good son  show s h is  m o th e r  w as  a lw ay s  a b a s i s

f o r  th e  le g e n d s  abou t M a r y 's  p o w e r .  T h is  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  s t r e n g th e n e d

in  the  u n le a r n e d  by  the  im a g e s  of h e r ,  w h ich  c o m m o n ly  show ed h e r  ho ld ing

the C h r i s t - c h i ld  in  h e r  a r m s .  We even  find G u ib e r t  de  N ogent vo ic ing

w hat w as  a c o m m o n  n o t io n  am ong  the l e s s  l e a r n e d :

T he V irg in  h a s  w ith  J e s u s  the p o w er  w h ich  a  m o t h e r  in  th is  w o r ld  
h a s  o v e r  h e r  son . A m o th e r  does  no t p r a y :  sh e  o r d e r s .  How, then , 
w ould  no t C h r i s t  l i s t e n  to H is  M o th e r ? ^

T h is  p o w e r  of M a r y  w ith  h e r  son  gave r i s e  to  m a n y  s t o r i e s ,  one

of the  m o s t  c o m m o n  b e in g  h e r  s tay in g  of h is  h and  in p re v e n t in g  the end

^J , A. M acC u llo c h ,  M ed ieva l F a i th  and  F a b le  (London: G e o rg e  G. 
H a r r a p ,  1932), p . 106.

2 3
I b i d . , p. 107. Ibid.
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of the  w o r ld .  One s t o r y  is  abou t a  s ta tu e  of th e  V irg in  w hich  b e g an  to 

sw e a t  g re a t ly ;  a l l  of th e  p eop le  w e re  a m a z e d  u n t i l  a  m a n  p o s s e s s e d  

in fo r m e d  th e m ,

Why do ye s ta n d  w o n d e r in g ?  The Son of M a r y  h a d  s t r e t c h e d  out 
h is  hand to  s t r i k e ,  and , if she  had  no t h e ld  i t  b a c k ,  the  w o r ld  would 
c e r t a in ly  n o t now  e x is t .  B ehold  th is  is  the  c a u s e  of the  sw ea tin g . ^

A n o th e r  v is io n  w a s  of C h r i s t ' s  v ex a tio n  w ith  th e  w ic k e d n e s s  and  c o r r u p 

t ion  of the  w o r ld  an d  h is  o r d e r in g  the  t r u m p e t s  to  sound tw ice .  The 

V irg in  th r e w  h e r s e l f  a t  the  fe e t  of h e r  Son, b eg g in g  H im  n o t to sound 

the  t r u m p e t s  a  t h i r d  t im e ,  w h ich  w ould h av e  ended  the  w o r ld :

'B e lo v e d  Son, i f  n o t  fo r  th o s e  w ick ed  m e n 's  s a k e  y e t  a t  l e a s t  fo r  
m y  loved  o n e s .  ' And thus  C h r i s t  w as  a p p e a s e d .  ^

The g r e a t  love  of M a ry  f o r  h e r  Son a l s o  gave  r i s e  to a  type of

le g en d s  abou t w o m e n  who r a n s o m e d  t h e i r  own lo s t  c h i ld re n  by  tak ing

the  im a g e  of the  C h r i s t - c h i ld .  The f i f te e n th  m i r a c l e  l i s t e d  by  Jo h a n n e s

H e ro l t ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  t e l l s  of a  w o m an  who, in fo rm e d  th a t  h e r  d a u g h te r

h ad  b e e n  d e v o u re d  b y  a  w olf, r u s h e d  to th e  ch ap e l  and

p lu ck ed  the  im a g e  of the  S av io u r  f r o m  the  b o s o m  of H is  M o th e r ,  
and  s tan d in g  b e f o r e  h e r  w ith  m a n y  t e a r s  b ro k e  out in to  th e se  
w o rd s :  'N e v e r ,  L ad y , s h a l l  you h av e  y o u r  Son b a c k  a g a in ,  u n 
l e s s  you r e s t o r e  to  m e  m y  d a u g h te r .

. . . She g a v e  the  o r d e r ,  and  r e l e a s e d  h e r .  And so ,  hav ing  
fo llow ed  up th e  w o lf 's  t r a c k ,  th ey  found th e  g i r l  w a lk in g  about 
am o n g  s o m e  b u s h e s ,  and sa w  the  m a r k s  of the  w o lf 's  te e th  in h e r

^ Jo h an n e s  H e r o l t ,  M i r a c le s  of the  B le s s e d  V irg in  M a r y , t r a n s .  
C. C. Swinton B la n d  (London: G eorge  R ou tledge  & S ons , 1928), p. 29.

^ I b id . , p . 27 .
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t h r o a t  bu t only  on the  s u r f a c e  of the  sk in ,  w h e re  th e y  r e m a in  to  th is  
day  a s  a  te s t im o n y  to  th a t  g r e a t  m i r a c l e .  ^

A s m a n y  h i s to r i a n s  h av e  p o in ted  out, the  w o r s h ip  of the  V irg in

f i l le d  a  g r e a t  n eed . H e r  m a te r n a l  sy m p a th y , p o w e r ,  an d  r e a d in e s s  to

a v e r t  d i s a s t e r  h e lp ed  to  soo the  the  f e a r  of th a t  J u d g m e n t  D ay w hich

e v e r y  C h r i s t i a n  could s e e  d e p ic te d  m o s t  s t a r k ly  in  th e  m u r a l s  on the

w a lls  of th e  c h u rc h e s .  C oulton  p u ts  th e  m a t t e r  su c c in c t ly :

O ffic ia l  theo logy , ta k en  l i t e r a l l y ,  w as  v e r y  r u t h l e s s ;  upon i t s  fu n d a 
m e n ta l  d o c t r in e  of o r ig in a l  s in  an  in e x o ra b ly  lo g ic a l  s y s t e m  w as  
b u i l t  w h ich  no s e r io u s  m in d  could  c o n te m p la te  w ithou t h o r r o r ,  even  
though  i t  w as  a  ho ly  h o r r o r .  Not only  w as  t h e r e  th a t  w h o le sa le  
p e rd i t io n  of the  u n b ap tized ;  no t only  the  a lm o s t  c e r t a in ty  of p u r g a 
t o r y  a t  the  v e r y  b e s t ;  b u t ,  even  so , i t  w as  th e  m e r e s t  f r a c t io n  of 
b a p t iz e d  C h r i s t i a n s  th a t  cou ld  hope  to s e e  f in a l  s a lv a t io n ,  h o w e v e r  
the  p r e a c h e r s  m ig h t  e n c o u ra g e  e ac h  m a n  to ho p e  th a t  h e  m ig h t  be  
a m o n g  th o s e  few. The cu lt  of the  s a in t s ,  and  of M a r y  in  e s p e c ia l ,  
o f f e re d  r e l i e f  f r o m  th is  in to le r a b le  n ex u s  of fa te  . . . . ^

O r ,  a s  H e n ry  A d am s  p u ts  it .

T h e r e  w as  no  c r a c k  and no c ra n n y  in  th e  s y s t e m ,  th ro u g h  w hich  
h u m a n  f r a i l t y  could hope f o r  e s c a p e .  One w as  f o r c e d  f r o m  c o r n e r  
to  c o r n e r  by  a  r e m o r s e l e s s  lo g ic  un ti l  one fe l l  h e lp le s s  a t  M a r y 's  
f e e t ,  ^

M en  w e r e  only too c o n sc io u s  of t h e i r  l a c k  of m e r i t .  Som e of 

th e m  lo s t  hope  of p le a s in g  the  m e m b e r s  of the  T r in i ty ,  and  i t  w as  n a tu r a l

^Ib id . , pp. 32-33 ,

2
G, G, Coulton, F iv e  C e n tu r ie s  of R e l ig io n  (" C a m b r id g e  S tud ies  

in  M e d ie v a l  L ife  and T hough t" ;  C a m b r id g e ,  1929), Vol. I, pp. 145-46. 
C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  Coulton,

3
H e n ry  A d a m s ,  M o n t-S a in t-M ic h e l  and C h a r t r e s  (B oston  & New 

Y ork : H oughton  M ifflin , 1933), p. 250.



185

to  tu r n  to  the  D ivine M o th e r ,  who w as a lw ay s  s y m p a th e t ic .  M a r y  w as  

c o m p le te ly  the  f e m a le  in  p o p u la r  leg en d  - -  s y m p a th e t ic ,  c a p r i c io u s ,  

even  je a lo u s  a t  t i m e s .  T he  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of h e r  s y m p a th y  w e r e  th o se  

who m a d e  a  h a b i t  of p r a y in g  to  h e r .  M acC u llo ch  qu o tes  th e  a u th o r  of a  

fab liau :

He who h a d  the  good c u s to m  of say in g  th e  H o u rs  of O u r  L a d y  . . . 
w i l l  n e v e r  b e  d a m n e d  on the  day  h e  s a y s  th e m .  ^

G a u t ie r  de  C o in cy , who to ld  so  m a n y  of th e s e  l e g e n d s ,  d e s c r i b e s

the  d e v i l ' s  in d ig n a t io n  a t  lo s in g  the  sou l of a n  u n d e s e rv in g  s in n e r  th ro u g h

the  in te rv e n t io n  of th e  V irg in :

She is  m o r e  t r u l y  L ad y  in  e a r th  and  h e a v e n ,  by  one d e g r e e ,  
th a n  God H im s e l f .  He lo v e th  h e r  so , and  h a th  su ch  fa i th  in  h e r  
th a t  she  can  n e i t h e r  do n o r  s a y  augh t th a t  He w i l l  d isav o w  o r  g a in sa y .  
She m a k e th  H im  to  b e l ie v e  w h a ts o e v e r  sh e  w il l ;  i f  sh e  w e re  to  s ay  
th a t  the  m a g p ie  is  b la c k ,  o r  th a t  m uddy  w a te r  is  a s  c l e a r  a s  c r y s t a l ,  
th e n  w ould  He m a k e  a n s w e r :  'M y m o th e r  s a i t h  soo th!

M any  of th e s e  s t o r i e s  te l l  of M a r y 's  c h a s t iz in g  the  d ev i l  o r  t a k 

ing the  so u l  of a  g r e a t  s i n n e r  f r o m  h im , o f ten  f o r  t r i v i a l  r e a s o n s .  One 

leg en d ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  t e l l s  of

a  c e r t a i n  g r e a t  r o b b e r  who had  n e v e r  done an y  good, e x c e p t  th a t  
he  h ad  f a s te d  one S a tu rd a y  in  h o n o u r  of the  B le s s e d  V irg in  and  k e p t  
one m a s s  to  h e r ,  t h a t  she  m ig h t  c o n v e r t  h im  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a th .

The V irg in  a p p e a r e d  to  h im  and  s a id  th a t  on h is  s a y in g  f iv e  w o rd s  he

w ould b e  d e l iv e r e d  f r o m  h is  s in s .

Now so m e  t im e  a f t e r w a r d s  the  r o b b e r  w as  cau g h t,  k e p t  in  p r i s o n ,  
and  th r e e  d ay s  l a t e r  led  out to  the  g a l lo w s .

1 2 M acC u llo ch , p .  106 Q uoted  in  C oulton , V ol. I, p. 148.
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On the w ay  God g r a n te d  h im  s i n c e r e  r e p e n ta n c e ,  and  in  th a t  
t r u e  r e p e n ta n c e  h e  u t t e r e d  five  w o rd s  w ith  m u ch  e a r n e s t n e s s :
'God fo rg iv e  m e  a  s i n n e r ' ,  and  im m e d ia te ly  he  w as  r e c o n c i le d  to 
God and w as  sa v e d .  ^

T h e s e  a r e  on ly  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of th e  m a n y  le g e n d s  of l e a r n e d  

and  u n le a r n e d  a l ik e  abou t the  p o w e r  and  k in d n e s s  of the  V irg in ,  H e r  

w o r s h ip  had  a  h o ld  on the  p o p u la r  im a g in a t io n  w hich  is  d if f icu l t  to a p p r e 

c ia te  fu l ly  in  o u r  own day . E i l e e n  P o w e r  s u m s  th is  up qu ite  w e ll:

By th e  e le v e n th  c e n tu r y  (to w h ich  th e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  co l le c t io n s  
of h e r  M i r a c le s  be long) she  w a s  s u p r e m e  and s u p r e m e  sh e  r e m a in e d  
t h e r e a f t e r .  A ll  th e  g r e a t  d o c to r s  of th e  tw e lf th  c e n tu ry ,  f r o m  the 
o r th o d o x  St. B e r n a r d  to  the  H e r e t i c  A b e la r d ,  c o m b in ed  to  h o n o u r  
h e r ;  A d a m  of St. V ic to r  w ro te  h y m n s  f o r  h e r  and  A lb e r tu s  M agnus 
s o le m n ly  d e b a te d  the  s c h o la s t i c  q u e s t io n  'w h e th e r  th e  B le s s e d  
V irg in  p o s e s s e d  p e r f e c t ly  the  s e v e n  l i b e r a l  a r t s '  and  r e s o lv e d  it 
h e r  fa v o u r .  . . . S o ld ie r s  sh o u ted  h e r  n a m e  in  b a t t l e ,  c r a f t s m e n  
d e d ic a te d  t h e i r  g u ild s  to  h e r ,  m onks  r e c o r d e d  h e r  m i r a c l e s  in  
p r o s e  and  v e r s e  . . . .  M ag n if icen t  c a th e d r a l s  w e r e  r e a r e d  and 
d e c o r a te d  in  h e r  h o n o u r ,  and  h e r  la d y  ch ap e l  s to o d  in  e v e r y  c h u rc h .  
She could  c o m m a n d  a l l  th e  b e s t  a r t i s t s  and th e  p o e ts  f r o m  D ante  
do w n w ard s  s u r p a s s e d  th e m s e lv e s  in h e r  p r a i s e .  ^

A ll  of th is  b r in g s  us  to  a  q u e s t io n  w h ich  w a s  b ro u g h t  up in  the  

p re c e d in g  c h a p te r :  D id th e  h o n o r  g iven  to  M a ry  h a v e  a n y  a p p re c ia b le  

e f fe c t  on the  s ta tu s  of h e r  s e x ?  In p a r t  th is  w as  im p l ic i t ly  a n s w e re d  

in  th a t  c h a p te r  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  r a i s e d .  As w e h av e  s e e n ,  the  c l e r i c a l  

t r a d i t io n s  of g lo r i f i c a t io n  of v i rg in i ty  and  a n t i f e m in is m  g re w  up s id e  

by  s id e ;  w ith  th is  g lo r i f i c a t io n  of v i r g in i ty  g re w  th e  g lo r i f ic a t io n  of

^ H e ro l t ,  pp. 7 1 -7 2 .

2
E i le e n  P o w e r ,  In t ro d u c t io n  to : J o h a n n e s  H e ro l t ,  M ira c le s  of 

th e  B le s s e d  V irg in  M a r y , t r a n s .  C, C. Sw inton B lan d  (London: G eo rg e  
R o u tled g e  & Sons, 1928), x . C ited  a s  P o w e r ,  M i r a c l e s .
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M ary ,  the  type  of h o ly  v i rg in i ty .  The v e r y  c l e r i c s  who could so  lau d  

M ary  w e re  o ften  th e  v e r y  on es  who r e c i t e d  long l i s t s  of co m p la in ts  

a g a in s t  w o m e n  in  g e n e r a l .  J e r o m e ,  who could  p r a i s e  v i rg in i ty  and 

M a ry  to  th e  s k ie s ,  could  r e p r o d u c e  the  long  a n t i f e m in is t  d ia t r ib e  of 

T h e o p h ra s tu s  and  s a y  th a t  i t  w as  w o r th  i t s  w e ig h t  in  gold. O th e r  c l e r i c s  

fo llow ed  h im  and  m a d e  h is  e p i s t l e  A g a in s t  J o v in ia n  a  m o d e l  and  s o u r c e 

book. C ou lton  s a y s .

T he  c u l t  of th e  V irg in  p ro b a b ly  did  a  l i t t l e  in d i r e c t ly  to  r a i s e  the  
s ta tu s  of w o m en ; b u t  the  c la im s  u s u a l ly  m a d e  in  th is  d i r e c t io n  a r e  
no t,  so  f a r  a s  I know, b o rn e  out by  an y  d o c u m e n ta ry  ev id en ce ;  
and , on  t h e i r  v e r y  fa c e ,  th e y  a r e  g r o s s l y  e x a g g e ra te d .  ^

One p ie c e  of n e g a t iv e  ev id en ce  is  fu r n i s h e d  by  the  G e rm a n ic  

la n d s ,  w h ich  e a r l y  m a n i f e s t e d  a  r e a l  e q u a l i ty  b e tw ee n  the  s e x e s  w hich  

changed  a f t e r  the  a d v e n t  of C h r i s t i a n i ty .  It m ig h t  w e ll  be a rg u e d  th a t  

in th is  c a s e  the  g ro w th  of f e u d a l i s m  w as  the  o p e ra t iv e  e le m e n t  in  th is  

lo w e r in g  of w o m en  f r o m  th e i r  f o r m e r  p o s i t io n ;  n e v e r th e l e s s ,  i t  is  

d if f icu l t  to  s e e  th a t  the  g ro w th  of M a r y - w o r s h ip  had  any  a p p r e c ia b le  

e ffec t  in th is  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e .

A lthough  t h e r e  a r e  c l e r i c s  who cou ld  find good w o rd s  to  s a y  f o r  

w om en , th e  w e ig h t  of c l e r i c a l  t r a d i t io n  w as  in  f a v o r  of giving M a ry  u n 

s t in te d  p r a i s e  on th e  one h an d , w h ile  l i s t in g  c o m p la in ts  a g a in s t  the  

o th e r  m e m b e r s  of h e r  s e x .  T he  fe e l in g  s e e m e d  to  be  th a t  the  a b i l i ty  

to m ak e  a  w o m an  the  in s t r u m e n t  of s a lv a t io n  j u s t  added  to the  g lo ry

^Coulton, V o l.  I, p. 174.
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of God - -  and  the  g lo ry  of M a ry  h e r s e l f .  B ut o th e r  w om en  w e re  no t to  

be c o m p a re d  to M ary :  the  s ec o n d  E ve  w as  s p o t l e s s ,  m a tc h le s s  - -  w h e r e a s  

the  f i r s t  E ve  w as  f e l t  to  h av e  m a n y  c o u n te r p a r t s .

The p o s i t io n  of w om en  in  canon  and  c iv i l  law  re f le c te d  in so m e  

m e a s u r e  c l e r i c a l  a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd  the  s ex .  A  h u sb a n d  w as a llow ed  by  

canon  law  to  c h a s t i s e  h is  w ife , and  a p p a r e n t ly  m e n  in a l l  r a n k s  took  a d 

v an tage  of the o p p o r tu n i ty .  We find  St. B e r n a r d  say in g  in  a  pub lic  s e r m o n .

And I s ay  to  you  m e n ,  n e v e r  b e a t  y o u r  w iv e s  w hile  th ey  a r e  g r e a t  
w ith  ch ild , f o r  t h e r e in  w ould  l ie  g r e a t  p e r i l .  I s ay  no t th a t  you 
should  n e v e r  b e a t  th e m , b u t  choose  y o u r  t im e  . . . .  I know m e n  
who have  m o r e  r e g a r d  f o r  a  h en  th a t  la y s  a  f r e s h  egg d a ily ,  th an  
fo r  th e i r  own w iv e s  . . . . ^

Coulton r e p o r t s  th is  s to r y  ab o u t F r e d e r i c k  II:

W ea ry  of h is  w ife , the  E m p e r o r  had  s e d u c e d  h e r  cousin :  and J e a n  
de B r ie n n e ,  e x a s p e r a t e d  by  th is  double  w ro n g  to h is  d a u g h te r  and  
h is  n ie c e ,  ta lk e d  lo u d ly  of w ash in g  i t  ou t in  b lood . T h e r e f o r e  the 
E m p e r o r  's o  th r e a te n e d  and  b e a t  the  E m p r e s s  a s  a lm o s t  to  s la y  
the  babe  in  h e r  w om b.

L ike  the  r e s t  of the  h i s to r y  of h u m a n  r e la t io n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  the  

p o s i t io n  of w o m en  in  the  M iddle  A ges - -  ev en  o f f ic ia l ly  - - i s  c o m p lex  

and  u n c le a r .  It w a s  a  m ix ed  t r a d i t io n ,  a s  M is s  P o w e r  p o in ts  out:

The s u b je c t io n  of w om en  w as . , . one s id e  of m e d ie v a l  th e o ry ,  
a c c e p te d  b y  b o th  th e  C h u rch  and by  the  A r i s t o c r a c y .  On the  o th e r  
hand , i t  w as  th e y  who d eve loped  w ith  no  a p p a r e n t  s e n s e  of in c o n 
g ru i ty  the  c o u n te r - d o c t r in e  of the  s u p e r i o r i t y  of w om en , th a t  a d o r a 
tion  (F r a u e n d ie n s t )  w h ich  g a th e re d  round  th e  p e r s o n s  of the  V irg in

^Coulton, F r o m  St. F r a n c i s  to  D a n te , p. 14.

^Ibid. , p. 15.
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in  h e a v e n  and  the  lad y  upon  e a r t h ,  and  w h ich  h a n d ed  dow n the  m o d e rn  
w o r ld  th e  id e a l  of c h iv a l ry .  ^

As we s h a l l  s ee  in  P a r t  III, b o th  th e  l i t e r a r y  an d  c l e r i c a l  t r a d i 

t io n s  to  w h ich  C h a u c e r  w as  h e i r  w e r e  m ix e d  and  b o th  h av e  p o in ts  of 

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e :  b o th  h ad  an  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  f o r m a l  t r a d i t i o n  of s a t i r e s  

on w o m en , and they  su p p lie d  e a c h  Other w ith  m a t e r i a l ,  a s  O w st h a s  

show n; b o th ,  on the  o th e r  h an d , a l s o  h a d  a  t r a d i t i o n  of e le v a t in g  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  w o m an  - -  the  lady  of c o u r t ly  lo v e  and  the  V i r g in  - -  and  h e r e  

a g a in  e a c h  s u p p l ie d  the  o th e r .  A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  a s  w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  

in  P a r t  III, the  two a p p a r e n t ly  a n t i th e t i c a l  a t t i tu d e s  of w o rs h ip  and  c o n 

d e m n a t io n  of w o m en  could  be  h e ld  a t  the  s a m e  t im e  b y  a  s e c u l a r  w r i t e r  

a s  w e l l  a s  a  c l e r i c .

A lthough  M a r y - w o r s h ip  p ro b a b ly  d id  c o n t r ib u te  s o m e th in g  to  c o u r t ly

lo v e ,  t h e r e  i s ,  a s  C. S. L ew is  p o in ts  ou t,  ^ a  d e c id e d  t i m e - l a g  b e tw ee n

the  g ro w th  of C h r i s t i a n i ty  - -  and  w ith  i t  M a r y - w o r s h ip  - -  and  the  r i s e

of c o u r t ly  lo v e .  T h e r e  is  a l s o  the  p r o b le m  th a t  the  r i s e  of c o u r t ly  love

w as  by  no m e a n s  the  r e s u l t  of a  u n i v e r s a l  te n d e n c y  in  la n d s  w h e re  M ary

w as  w o rs h ip p e d ,  b u t  can  be lo c a te d  w ith in  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a r e a .  A t

any  r a t e ,  a s  M iss  P o w e r  s a y s ,

. . .  a s  a  f a c to r  in  r a i s in g  th e  p o s i t io n  of w o m e n  to o  m u c h  i m p o r 
ta n c e  m u s t  n o t  b e  a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  id e a l  of c h iv a l r y .  J u s t  a s  L

^ E ile en  P o w e r ,  "T h e  P o s i t io n  of W o m e n ," The L e g a c y  of the 
M iddle  A g e s , e d s .  C . G . C ru m p  and  E .  F .  J a c o b  (O xfo rd , 1932), p . 404 . 
C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  P o w e r ,  " P o s i t i o n  of W o m e n ."

^C. S . L e w is ,  The A l le g o r y  of L o v e ,  (O xford , 1936), p . 9.
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a s c e t i c i s m  w as  the  l im i t e d  id e a l  of a  s m a l l  c l e r i c a l  c a s t e ,  so 
c h iv a l ry  v/as th e  l im i t e d  id e a l  of a  s m a l l  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c a s te ,  and 
th o s e  who w e re  o u ts id e  th a t  c a s te  had  l i t t l e  p a r t  in  an y  re f in in g  
in f lu en ce  w hich  i t  p o s s e s s e d .  ^

A lthough  i t  i s  a  p r o b le m  w hich  d o es  n o t  a d m i t  of a  c l e a r  so lu tion , 

the  e f fe c t  of M a r y - w o r s h ip  on the  s t a tu s ,  bo th  p r a c t i c a l  and  th e o r e t i c a l ,  

of w o m en  w as  p ro b a b ly  no t g r e a t .  By h e r  p o w e r  and  d ig n ity ,  sh e  w as 

too  f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  o r d i n a r y  w o m en . P e o p le  m ig h t  a p p e a l  to  h e r  

b e c a u s e  of the  m o th e r ly  q u a l i t i e s  a s c r i b e d  to  h e r ,  b u t  h e r  ex am p le  of 

u n s ta in e d  h o l in e s s  cou ld  n o t  b e  a s c r ib e d  to  h e r  s e x  a n y  m o r e  th an  th a t  

of C h r i s t  cou ld  be  a s c r i b e d  to  the  m a le  s e x .  E v e n  th e  e f fe c t  of M a r y -  

w o r s h ip  on l i t e r a t u r e ,  w h e r e  the  m a t e r i a l  i s  t h e r e  to  be  e x am in ed , is  

d if f icu l t  to a s s e s s ,  a s  w i l l  b e  s e e n  in  the  n ex t  c h a p te r .  A lthough t h e r e  

w e r e  m a n y  p o e m s  to  the  V irg in ,  th e s e  a r e  m o s t ly  f r o m  the  t im e  of 

the  r i s e  of c o u r t ly  love  a n d  a f t e r ,  and  m ig h t  be  a s  w e l l  a s c r i b e d  to the  

in f lu en ce  of the  l a t t e r .  W hile  th e  w o rs h ip  of the  V irg in  m u s t  have  had  

a  so f ten in g  e f fe c t  on  re l ig io n  an d  life  in  g e n e r a l ,  th i s  e f fe c t  is  d if f icu l t  

to d o c u m en t  and  a p p a r e n t ly  had  only  an  i n d i r e c t  e f fe c t  on  the  s ta tu s  of 

w o m en  in  g e n e r a l .

^ P o w er ,  " P o s i t io n  of W om en, " p. 4 06 .
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C H A P T E R  IX

T H E  COURTLY TRADITION

It i s  im p o s s ib le  to r e c o n c i le  the  te n e t s  of C o u r t ly  Love w ith  the 
c o m m a n d m e n ts  of God, w ith  th e  D iv ine  W ill a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  by  St. 
P a u l ,  w ith  th e  te a c h in g s  of C h r i s t  and  H is  C hurch . F r o m  th e  po in t 
of v iew  of th e  t ro u b a d o u r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  lo v e ,  i l l i c i t  and  a d u l te ro u s  
a t  l e a s t  in  a s p i r a t i o n  though i t  m a y  b e ,  is  the s o u rc e  of a l l  good 
and of a l l  v i r t u e ,  even  of c h a s t i ty .  ^

W ith r e g a r d  to  the s o c ia l  b a c k g ro u n d ,  a l l  th a t  can  be s ta t e d  w ith  
con fidence  i s  th a t  we know  of no th in g  in  the  o b jec t iv e  r e la t io n s h ip s  
of m e n  and  w o m en  in the M iddle  A g es  w h ich  m ig h t  c o n c e iv a b ly  m o t i 
va te  the  s t r a i n  of lo v e - p o e t r y  w h ic h  the  t r o u b a d o u r s  d e v e lo p e d  in  
the M id i of F r a n c e .  ^

F o r  I, th a t  god of loves  s e r v a u n te s  s e r v e .
Ne d a r  to  lo v e ,  fo r  m yn  u n l ik ly n e s s e .
P r e y e n  f o r  sp ee d ,  a l  sho lde  I t h e r f o r  s t e r v e  ^
So f a r  a m  I f r o m  h is  h e lp  in  d e r k n e s s e  . . . .

T he  code  of c o u r t ly  love  h a s  f o r  c e n tu r ie s  r e c e iv e d  a t te n t io n  a s  

a n  im p o r ta n t  f a c to r  b o th  in  l i t e r a t u r e  and  in  i t s  in f lu en ce  on  l a t e r  conduct.

^A. J .  D enom y, The H e r e s y  of C o u r t ly  Love ("B o s to n  C o llege  
C an d lem as  L e c t u r e s  on C h r i s t i a n  L i t e r a t u r e " ;  New Y ork: 1947), p. 27.

2
M a u r ic e  V a lency , In P r a i s e  of L ove : An In tro d u c t io n  to  the  Love- 

P o e t r y  of the  R e n a is s a n c e  (N. Y. : M a c m il la n ,  1958), p. 45.

^ C h a u c e r ,  T ro i lu s  and C r i s e y d e ,  11. 15-18.
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H is to r i a n s  h a v e  beg u n  to  s u s p e c t  th a t  a l le g ia n c e  to  th e  code w as  m o r e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  th a n  r e a l  in  a c tu a l  co n d u c t  d u r in g  the  f i r s t  c e n tu r i e s  of i ts  

d e v e lo p m en t;  h o w e v e r ,  i t s  in f lu en c e  on l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  b e e n  g r e a t  f r o m  

the  f i r s t ,  and  i t s  in f lu en c e  on  conduct and  m a n n e r s  s in c e  the R e n a i s 

s a n c e  h a s  b e e n  s c a r c e l y  l e s s .

W ith th e  i n t e r e s t  in  c o u r t ly  love h a s  co m e  a  n a t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  in  

i t s  o r ig in  o r  o r ig in s .  It s e e m s  a t  f i r s t  g la n ce  to ta l ly  un like  any th ing  

p re c e d in g  i t  in  W e s te r n  c u l tu r e  o r  l i t e r a t u r e .  C r i t i c s  h av e  looked  f o r  

s o u r c e s  in  m a n y  d i r e c t io n s  : to w a rd  R o m e , to w a rd  M o o r is h  Spain , t o 

w a rd  the  A lb ig e n s ia n s ,  to w a rd  M a r y - w o r s h ip ,  to w a r d  th e  B e r n a r d in e  

t r a d i t io n ,  an d  to w a rd  the  N e o p la to n ize d  A r i s t o t e l i a n i s m  of the  ^ v e r r o i s t s .  

M any t h e o r i e s  h av e  a r i s e n ,  on ly  to  be r e p la c e d  b y  o t h e r  t h e o r i e s ,  and  i t  

is  l ik e ly  th a t  o th e r  t h e o r i e s  w il l  be  ad v an ced  in  th e  fu tu r e .  A s T h e o d o re  

S i l v e r s t e in  a p t ly  r e m a r k s .

T he  t r o u b le  w ith  C o u r t ly  Love is  th a t  i t  g iv e s  i t s  lo v e r s  no r e s t ,  
and  the  m o d e r n  c r i t i c a l  d e v o tee  is  h a r d ly  l e s s  j e a lo u s  f o r  h is  f a v o r i t e  
th e o r y  of i ts  n a tu r e  an d  s o u r c e  than  w as  th e  t ro u b a d o u r .  ^

T h is  m a y  re m in d  us  of a n o th e r  in f lu e n t ia l  b o d y  of thought w h ich  

we have  e n c o u n te re d ,  ab o u t  w h ich  th e re  h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of r e c e n t  

d i s c u s s io n  c o n c e rn in g  s o u r c e s  - -  N e o p la to n ism . T h e  c o m p a r i s o n  s e e m s  

a p t  enough . P la to n i s m  s e e m e d  to  be changed  in to  N e o p la to n ism  to f i l l  

a  n eed .  T he  id e n t i ty  of th e  p e r s o n  who f i r s t  b e g a n  to  m a k e  the  s ig n i f ic a n t

^T h eo d o re  S i l v e r s t e in ,  " A n d re a s ,  P la to ,  an d  th e  A r a b s ;  R e m a r k s  
on Som e R e c e n t  A cco u n ts  of C o u r t ly  L ove , " M P , X LV II (1949-50), p .  117.



194

c h an g es  d o e s  not s e e m  n e a r l y  a s  im p o r ta n t  a s  the  r e c e p t iv i ty  of o th e r s  

to the  ch an g e .  T h e re  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  v e r s i o n s  of P la to n i s m  a ro u n d .  

Why, w e m a y  a s k ,  shou ld  the  d o c t r in e  a s  expounded  by  P lo t in u s  (w h e th e r  

it  w as  he  who m a d e  the s ig n i f ic a n t  ch an g es  o r  not) h a v e  b e en  so  p o p u la r ?

It i s  no t th e  s o r t  of s y s t e m  w h ich  would h ave  a p p e a le d  w ide ly , say ,  to 

the  A th e n ia n s  of P l a t o ' s  day . A t j u s t  th a t  t im e ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e r e  w a s  s o m e 

th ing  in  the  a i r  w h ich  m a d e  p eop le  r e c e p t iv e  to  o th e r w o r ld l i n e s s .

T he  s a m e  po in t m a y  be m a d e  abou t c o u r t ly  lo v e .  E v e n  if  so m eo n e  

in  the  f u tu r e  tu rn s  up a  l o s t  t e n th - c e n t u r y  A r a b ia n  lo v e  handbook  a n n o ta te d  

in  P r o v e n ç a l ,  o r  an  A v e r r o i s t  t r e a t i s e  on th e  s u b je c t ,  o r  so m e th in g  e l s e ,  

th is  cou ld  n e v e r  be a s  en lig h te n in g  a s  m ig h t  a n  ex p lan a t io n  of the  p o p u 

l a r i t y  of th e  c o u r t ly  code in  P r o v e n ç e  and in  the  r e s t  of E u ro p e  to  w h ich  

i t  s p r e a d .  Why, f o r  e x a m p le ,  did the  id e a l  change  f r o m  th e  id e a l  c o m ita tu s  

r e l a t io n s h ip  of ch ie f  to w a r r i o r  to  th a t  v e r y  s t r a n g e  id e a l  of lad y  to lo v e -  

v a s s a l ?  A s  th e r e  had  b e e n  d u r in g  the  c e n tu r i e s  of th e  e m e r g e n c e  of 

N e o p la to n i s m  and C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  so m e th in g  w as  in  the  a i r  w h ich  m a d e  

p e o p le  r e c e p t iv e  to  th is  ch an g e . B efo re  going  on to  d i s c u s s  th is  r e c e p 

t iv i ty  to c o u r t ly  love  and  the p o s s ib le  r e a s o n s  f o r  i t ,  h o w e v e r ,  p e rh a p s  

i t  w il l  b e  w e l l  to  b r i e f ly  d e s c r i b e  the  s y s t e m  a s  i t  o r ig in a te d  in  P r o v e n ç e .

F a t h e r  D enom y d is t in g u is h e s  t h r e e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 

c o u r t ly  lo v e :

T h e  n o v e lty  of C o u r t ly  Love l i e s  in  t h r e e  b a s ic  e le m e n ts :  f i r s t ,  
in  th e  ennobling  f o r c e  of h u m a n  lo v e ;  s e c o n d ,  in  the  e le v a t io n  of
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the  b e lo v ed  to a  p la c e  of s u p e r io r i t y  above  th e  lo v e r ;  th i r d ,  in   ̂
the  co n cep tio n  of love  a s  e v e r  u n s a t ia te d ,  e v e r  i n c r e a s in g  d e s i r e .

T h e s e  t h r e e  e l e m e n t s ,  he  s a y s ,

p ro v id e ,  a s  it  w e r e ,  th e  s k e le to n  f r a m e w o r k ,  the  m e c h a n ic s  o r  
though t p a t t e r n  of C o u r t ly  L o v e :  the  s u rg e  of the  l o v e r  to  r i s e  
in  w o r th  and  in v i r tu e  to w a rd s  the b e lo v ed  th ro u g h  the fo r c e  and  
e n e r g y  of d e s i r e .  ^

C. L . L ew is  say s  th a t  th is  love  h a s  fo u r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  "H um ili-

3
ty . C o u r te s y ,  A d u l te ry ,  an d  the  R e l ig io n  of L ove . " T h is  does  no t 

co n f l ic t  w ith  D e n o m y 's  f i r s t  two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  if w e th in k  of C o u r te s y  

in  c o n n ec t io n  w ith  " the  enn o b lin g  fo r c e  of h u m a n  lo v e"  and of H u m il i ty  

in c o n n ec t io n  w ith  " the  e le v a t io n  of the  b e lo v ed  to  a  p la c e  of s u p e r i 

o r i t y  above  th e  lo v e r .  " L e w i s 's  th i r d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  A d u lte ry ,  w il l  

r e q u i r e  a  l i t t l e  d is c u s s io n ,  h o w e v e r .

We h a v e  s e e n  th a t  D en o m y  g iv es  a s  the  th i r d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of 

c o u r t ly  lo v e  " the  c o n ce p t io n  of love  a s  e v e r  u n s a t i a te d ,  e v e r  in c r e a s in g  

d e s i r e .  " How th is  can  be  c o n n ec te d  w ith  a d u l te r y  is  ex p la in ed  b y  the  

t r o u b a d o u r s '  c o n cep tio n  of " p u r e "  love . T h is  p u r e  k in d  of love  i s  e x 

p la in e d  in  th e  E ig h th  D ia logue  of T he A r t  of C o u r t ly  L ove , by A n d re a s  

C a p e l la n u s  :

T h is  k in d  c o n s i s t s  in  the  c o n tem p la t io n  of the  m in d  and  th e  a f f e c 
t io n  of the  h e a r t ;  i t  go es  a s  f a r  a s  the  k i s s  and  the  e m b r a c e  and  
the  m o d e s t  co n tac t  w ith  the  nude lo v e r ,  o m it t in g  the  f in a l  s o la c e ,  
f o r  th a t  i s  no t p e r m i t t e d  to  th o se  who w is h  to  love  p u re ly .  T h is

1 2 D enom y, C o u r t ly  L o v e , p. 20. Ib id . , p. 21.

3
C. S. L e w i s ,  The  A l l e g o r y  of L o v e ,  (Oxford ,  1936),  p. 2.
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is  the  k ind  th a t  anyone who is  in te n t  upon love  ought to  e m b r a c e  w ith  
a l l  h is  m ig h t,  f o r  th is  love g o es  on i n c r e a s in g  w ithou t end, and  we 
know  th a t  no one e v e r  r e g r e t t e d  p r a c t i c in g  i t ,  and  the  m o r e  of it  
one h a s  the  m o r e  one w a n ts .  T h is  love  is  d is t in g u is h e d  by  be ing  
of su ch  c h a r a c t e r ,  and  no in ju r y  c o m e s  f r o m  i t ,  and  God s e e s  
v e r y  l i t t l e  o ffen se  in  i t .  ^

P e r h a p s  th is  is  a d u l t e r y  in  the  s t r i c t  s e n s e ,  bu t a  v e r y  s t r a n g e  kind  of

a d u l t e r y  i t  i s .  It w i l l  be  n o ticed  th a t  th e  m a in  r e a s o n  the  " f in a l  s o la c e "

is  o m i t te d  s e e m s  to  be  to  k eep  the  d e s i r e  no t only n e v e r  s a t i a te d ,  bu t,

a s  D enom y p o in ts  ou t, " e v e r  i n c r e a s in g .  "

T ha t th is  love  did  no t a lw ay s  r e m a i n  " p u re "  the  c o u r t ly  s y s te m

a d m i t te d ,  and the r e s u l t a n t  k ind  of love  w as  ca l led  " m ix e d " :

B ut th is  i s  c a l le d  m ix e d  love  w h ich  g e ts  i t s  e f fe c t  f r o m  e v e r y  d e 
l ig h t  of the  f le s h  and  c u lm in a te s  in the  f in a l  a c t  of V en u s .  W hat 
s o r t  of love th is  i s  you m a y  c l e a r l y  se e  f r o m  w h a t I h a v e  a l r e a d y  
s a id ,  fo r  th is  k ind  qu ick ly  f a i l s ,  and  l a s t s  b u t  a  s h o r t  t im e ,  and  
one often  r e g r e t s  h av in g  p r a c t i c e d  i t ;  b y  i t  o n e 's  n e ig h b o r  is  i n 
ju r e d ,  the  H e av e n ly  King i s  o ffended , and  f r o m  i t  c o m e  v e r y  g ra v e  
d a n g e r s .  But I do n o t s a y  th is  a s  though  I m e a n t  to  co n d em n  m ix e d  
lo v e ,  I m e r e l y  w ish  to  show  w h ich  of the  two is  p r e f e r a b l e .  But 
m ix e d  lo v e ,  too , i s  r e a l  lo v e ,  and  i t  is  p r a i s e w o r th y ,  and  we s a y  
i t  is  the  s o u r c e  of a l l  good th in g s ,  a lth o u g h  f r o m  it  g r a v e  d a n g e r s  
t h r e a te n ,  too . ^

A n d re a s  w as  w r i t in g  a  t r e a t i s e  d e s c r ib in g  the  d o c t r in e  a s  i t  e x i s t 

ed  in  th e  n o r th  of F r a n c e  in  the  t im e  and  c o u r t  of M a r ie  de C ham p ag n e , 

b u t  th is  d o c tr in e  of a m o r  p u r  us c o r r e s p o n d s  c lo se ly  to  the  f in '  a m o r s

^A n d reas  C ap e l la n u s ,  T he  A r t  of C o u r t ly  L ove , t r a n s .  Jo h n  J .  
P a r r y ,  ( 'T h e  R e c o rd s  of C iv i l iz a t io n :  S o u rc e s  and  S tu d ie s ,  " no. 33; New 
Y ork : C o lum bia  Univ. , 1941), p. 122. C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a l  A n d re a s .  P a r r y  
p o in ts  out th a t  St. J e r o m e  a t ta c k s  a  s i m i l a r  p r a c t i c e  in  the  e a r ly  C h u rch  
in  h i s  e p is t le  to E u s to c h iu s  a l r e a d y  c i te d .  T h is  in t ro d u c t io n  is  c i ted  
h e r e a f t e r  a s  P a r r y ;  the  te x t  is  c i ted  a s  A n d re a s .

^Ibid.
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of th e  t r o u b a d o u r s .   ̂ T h is  po in t is  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  th a n  i t  m ig h t  a t  

f i r s t  a p p e a r ,  b e c a u s e  o v e r  h a lf  a  c e n tu r y  in te rv e n e d  b e tw e e n  the  f i r s t  

t r o u b a d o u r  love  p o e m s  and  the  t r e a t i s e  of A n d r e a s .  T h e  e a r l i e r  p o e ts  

w e r e  m u c h  l e s s  r e a d y  ev en  than  th e  n o b le  in  A n d r e a s '  E ig h th  D ia logue 

to  a c c e p t  th e  a m o r  m ix tu s  w hich  h e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e r e .  M a r c a b r u ,  f o r  

e x a m p le ,  s a y s  th a t  is  a d u l te r y  and  e v i l  w h ich  s e e k s  the  c o n s u m m a tio n  

in s t e a d  of s to pp ing  s h o r t  a s  f in ' a m o r  d o e s .

S e v e r a l  f a l s e  le a d s  have  b e e n  fo llow ed  by  c r i t i c s  who fa i le d  to 

r e c o g n iz e  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw ee n  the  code  a s  i t  o r ig in a te d  and  a s  i t  

d ev e lo p e d  l a t e r  in  th e  n o r th  and in I ta ly .  The b a s i c  e l e m e n t s  a r e  p r e t t y  

m u c h  the  s a m e  in  th e  e a r l i e r  and  l a t e r  p e r io d s ;  h o w e v e r ,  f a c to r s  w h ich  

w e r e  added  l a t e r  h a v e  s o m e t im e s  s e n t  the  c r i t i c s  off on f a l s e  s c e n ts .

A s  w e s h a l l  s e e  p r e s e n t ly ,  one of the  m o s t  p e r s i s t e n t  of th e s e  f a l s e  

l e a d s  h a s  b e e n  Ovid.

T he f i r s t  t r o u b a d o u r  we know  of w as  G u i l la u m e  XX (1071-1127),

C ount of P o i to u  a n d  Duke of A q u ita in e .  J e a n r o y  c l a s s e s  fo u r  of the 

e x ta n t  l y r i c s  of G u il la u m e  as  c o u r t ly  and  p o in ts  ou t the  e x i s t e n c e  in  

th e m  of the  p r in c ip a l  t r a i t s  of the  t r o u b a d o u r  l y r i c :

L 'e s p è c e  d 'e x a l ta t io n  m y s t iq u e  qui a  p o u r  c a u s e  e t  p o u r  o b je t  è. 
l a  fo is  l a  f e m m e  a im e e  e t l ' a m o u r  lu i  -m ê m e  é ta i t  déjèt’d é s  ig n ée  
so u s  le  n o m  de  jo i ;  l 'h y m n e  e n th o u s ia s te  que le  p o è te  en tonne  en  
son  h o n n e u r  . . .  e t  qui e s t  une de  s e s  p ro d u c t io n s  le s  p lu s  r é u s s i e s

^See A. J .  D enom y, "F i n '  A m o r s : the  P u r e  L ove  of the  T r o u b a d o u r s ,  
I ts  A m o r a l i ty ,  an d  P o s s ib l e  S o u rc e ,  " M ed ie v a l  S tu d i e s , Vol. VII (1945), 
pp . 139-207 . C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  D en o m y , " F in '  A m o r s . "
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su p p o se  n a t u r e l l e m e n t  l ' e x i s t e n c e  de la  ch o se  e t  du m o t.  Dès c e t te  
époque e x i s t a i t  a u s s i  l ' a s s i m i l a t i o n  du  ' s e r v i c e '  a m o r e u x  a u  s e r v i c e  
féo d a l .  DVs c e t t e  époque, enfin , é ta i e n t  f ix é e s  le s  a t t i tu d e s  r e 
s p e c t iv e s  de la  f e m m e  a im é e  e t  de l 'a m a n t :  l 'u n e ,  d é d a ig n e u se ,  
in e x o ra b le  . . .  ; l ' a m a n t  r e p o u s s é  . . , , t im id e  a u  po in t de n 'o s e r  
s e  d é c l a r e r  . . . , c o m p tan t  s u r  la  p a t ie n c e  c o m m e  le  m e i l l e u r  
m o y en  d ' a r r i v e r  è, s e s  f in s  . . .  : déjV la  f e m m e  e s t  lo u ée  p o u r  
s e s  q u a l i té s  m o n d a in e s  . . .  e t  l ' a m o u r  e s t  c o n s id é r é ,  p o u r  l 'h o m m e ,  
c o m m e  la  s o u r c e  de ces  m ê m e s  q u a l i té s  . . . . ^

S ince  G u il lau m e  d ie d  in  1127 a t  the  ag e  of f i f ty - s ix ,  th is  w ould m ak e  the

s t a r t  of the d o c t r in e  s o m e  t im e  b e fo re  the  tu rn  of the  c e n tu ry .

T h a t  G u i l la u m e  w as  w o rk in g  in  a n  a l r e a d y  e s ta b l i s h e d  t r a d i t io n

s e e m s  c e r t a in ,  f i r s t  b e c a u s e  of th e  w o rk m a n s h ip  d is p la y e d  in  h is  p o e t ry ,

an d  seco n d  b e c a u s e  h e  in v i te s  c o m p a r i s o n  of it w ith  o t h e r s :

J e  veux  q u 'o n  s a c h e  s ' i l  e s t  de bonne c o u le u r ,  ce  p e t i t  ' v e r s '  s o r t i  
de  m o n  a t e l i e r :  c ' e s t  que, en  ce m e t i e r ,  j ' e m p o r t e  l a  f l e u r ,  en 
v é r i t é ,  e t  j ' e n  p r e n d r a i  k  té m o in  ce 'v e r s '  l u i - m ê m e ,  quand il 
s e r a  l a c é .  2

T h is  f a c t  and o th e r s  h a v e  led  c r i t i c s  r e c e n t ly  to  t u r n  to  the  p o e t r y  of 

th e  S p an ish  A r a b s .  A lthough  th e r e  is  con tinu ing  o p p o s i t io n  to the  v iew  

th a t  t h e r e  w as  s u c h  in f lu en ce ,  a s  P a r r y  s a y s .

O p p o si t io n  to  the  th e o ry  of A ra b ic  in f lu en ce  s e e m s  to be  due

la r g e ly

to  the  r e lu c ta n c e  of the  m o d e rn  s c h o o l  of F r e n c h  s c h o l a r s  to  a d m i t  
F r e n c h  l i t e r a t u r e  is  ind eb ted  to  a n y  s o u rc e  o u ts id e  i ts  own c o u n try  
and  a n c ie n t  R o m e . ^

A lf r e d  J e a n r o y ,  L e s  C h an so n s  de G u il lau m e  IX, due d 'A q u ita in e  
( P a r i s :  L i b r a i r i e  A n c ien n e ,  1913), x v i -x v i i .  C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  J e a n r o y ,  
G u il lau m e  IX.

2 3Ib id . , p. 13. J e a n r o y 's  t r a n s l a t i o n .  P a r r y ,  p. 7n.
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A . R . Nykl e s p e c ia l ly  h a s  po in ted  out the  m a n y  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw ee n  

H is p a n o - A r a b ic  love  p o e t r y  and th a t  of P r o v e n ç e .   ̂ F o r  now i t  should  

su f f ic e  to  quote  a  p a s s a g e  f r o m  P a r r y  on th e  su b jec t :

C o m m u n ica t io n  b e tw ee n  th e se  M o s le m  s ta t e s ,  w ith  t h e i r  M o z a ra b ic  
s u b je c t s ,  and the  ad jo in ing  C h r i s t i a n  s t a t e s  w as b o th  e a s y  and  f r e 
quen t. Often p o e ts  th e m s e lv e s  w e r e  the  m e d iu m s  of c o m m u n ic a t io n .  
B e c a u se  th e y  h ad  b e e n  t r a in e d  in  the  a r t  of say ing  th ings  w e l l ,  they  
w e r e  o ften  em p lo y e d  on m is s io n s  b o th  to M o h am m ed an  an d  to  C h r i s 
t ia n  s o v e r e ig n s .  S e c r e t a r i e s  and a m b a s s a d o r s  w e r e  o f ten  ch o sen  
f r o m  am ong  t h e i r  r a n k s .  But su ch  e m p lo y m e n t  w a s  p r e c a r i o u s ,  
and  m an y  of th e m  changed  m a s t e r s  e i t h e r  th ro u g h  n e c e s s i t y  o r  in 
th e  hope of b e t t e r in g  t h e i r  cond ition . A s e t  of w a n d e r in g  p o e ts  
c a m e  in to  e x is t e n c e ,  who p a s s e d  f r o m  one c o u r t  to  a n o th e r  o r  s o m e 
t im e s  found s h e l t e r  w ith  so m e  b o u rg e o is  lo v e r  of v e r s e .  T he  s i t u a 
t io n  is  m u c h  l ik e  th a t  w hich  d ev e lo p e d  a  c e n tu ry  l a t e r  in  F r a n c e .  ^

The n ex t  t ro u b a d o u r  of w hom  we h av e  any  know ledge  w a s  G u i l la u m e 's

f r i e n d  and  v a s s a l  E b le s  II, V iscoun t of V en tad o u r .

On l 'a v a i t  s u r n o m m é  ' le  C h a n te u r ' ,  e t  la  façon  don t s e s  c o n te m p o ra in s  
p a r l e n t  de lu i nous  a u to r i s e  k  le  c o n s i d é r e r  c o m m e  une s o r t e  de 
ch ef  d 'é c o le .  ^

A lthough  no p o e t r y  of E b le  h a s  s u rv iv e d ,  th e r e  a r e  r e f e r e n c e s  to  h im  in 

th e  p o e t r y  of the o th e r  t ro u b a d o u r s  w h ich  h av e  le d  s c h o la r s  l ik e  J e a n r o y

^See A. R. Nykl, A Book C o n ta in ing  the R is a la  Known a s  The D o v e 's  
N e c k -R in g  abou t L ove  and L o v e rs  c o m p o se d  by  Abu M u h am m ad  'A li ibn 
H a z m  a l -A n d a lu s i  ( P a r i s :  G e u th n e r ,  1931), pp. Ix x v i i i - c i i i ;  Nykl, T r o u b a 
d o u r  S tud ies  (C a m b r id g e ,  1944), p .  4; a n d  Nykl, H is p a n o - A r a b ic  P o e t r y  
and  I ts  R e la t io n s  w ith  the  Old P r o v e n c a l  T ro u b a d o u r s  (B a l t im o r e ,  1946), 
pp . 371-411 .

2
P a r r y ,  p. 172.

3
A lf r e d  J e a n r o y ,  L a  P o e s ie  L y r iq u e  d es  T r o u b a d o u r s . (2 

v o ls .  ; P a r i s ,  1934), I, p. 156. C ited  h e r e a f t e r  a s  J e a n r o y ,  P o e s ie  
L y r iq u e .
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to  s e e  h is  c o u r t  a t  V e n ta d o u r  a s  the  p la c e  w h e r e  the  a c tu a l  fu s io n  of 

a l l  the  e le m e n ts  of the  c o u r t ly  ly r i c  took  p la c e .  ^

T h is  th e o ry  of a  " s c h o o l  of E b le "  g av e  r i s e  to  a  d is t in c t io n  of

.tw o sc h o o ls  of c o u r t ly  p o e t r y ,  one id e a l i s t i c  and  u n d e r  the l e a d e r s h i p

of E b le  II, the  o th e r  r e a l i s t i c  and  a r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  the  f i r s t  sch o o l .

T h is  sch o o l ,  so goes  the  th e o ry ,  h a s  i t s  g r e a t e s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in

M a r c a b r u .  T h e re  i s  no  ro o m  h e r e  f o r  a  d i s c u s s io n  of the  m a t t e r ,  bu t,

2
a s  D enom y s a y s ,  the  th e o r y  is  a t  b e s t  h ig h ly  q u e s t io n a b le .  F o r  o u r  

p u r p o s e s  th e s e  e a r l y  t r o u b a d o u r s  a l l  s e e m  to w r i t e  in  the  s a m e  m o d e s ,  

ab o u t th e  s a m e  s u b je c t s ,  and  w ith  the  s a m e  b a s i c  d o c t r in e s .  T he  c h a r a c 

t e r i s t i c s  w h ich  J e a n r o y  f in d s  in  the  p o e t r y  of G u il lau m e  IX a r e  th e  b a s ic  

ones  w h ich  w e re  ta k e n  to  the  n o r th  and  w h ic h  D enom y d is t in g u is h e s  

u n d e r  t h r e e  m a in  h e a d in g s :  th e  ennob ling  f o r c e  of lo v e ,  th e  e le v a t io n  

of the  b e lo v ed  to a  p la c e  of s u p e r io r i ty ,  and  th e  c o n cep tio n  of th e  lo v e r  

a s  e v e r  u n s a t ia te d  - - i n  f a c t ,  a s  d e l i b e r a t e ly  r e m a in in g  u n s a t ia te d .

Such is  the  s y s t e m  w h ich  w as  ta k e n  n o r th  b y  G u i l la u m e 's  g r a n d 

d a u g h te r ,  E le a n o r  of A q u i ta in e ,  w hen sh e  m a r r i e d  P r in c e  L ou is  of 

F r a n c e .  B e r n a r d  de  V e n ta d o u r ,  h e r  long a d m i r e r  and  one of the  

g r e a t e s t  of the  t r o u b a d o u r s ,  fo llow ed  h e r  and  m u s t  h av e  a id e d  in  the  

in t ro d u c t io n  of c o u r t ly  lo v e  in  the  n o r th .  T h is  in t ro d u c t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  

a w a ite d  h e r  d a u g h e r ,  M a r ie  de C h am p ag n e , to  be m ad e  a  r e a l  f a c to r  in 

the  l i t e r a t u r e  and  c u l tu r e  of th e  n o r th  of F r a n c e .

1 2
Ib id . , pp. 16 -17 . D enom y, " F in '  A m o r s ,  " pp. 139-43,
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E l e a n o r  s u c c e e d e d  h e r  f a th e r ,  G u il la u m e  X, in  1137, a t  the  age

of f i f te e n .  She w as  soon  m a r r i e d  by  L o u is  C ap e t ,  who s u c c e e d e d  a

m o n th  l a t e r  to  the  th ro n e  of F r a n c e  a s  L o u is  VII. It w a s  a  d u ll  and

m o n k is h  c o u r t  f o r  E l e a n o r  u n ti l  she  fo llow ed  L o u is  on a  c r u s a d e .  In

B y z a n t iu m  sh e  w as in t ro d u c e d  to  the  s u m p tu o u s  w o r ld  of th e  E a s t ,  w ith

i ts  lu x u r y  of fu rn i s h in g s  and  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s .  T h is  w as  a  r e v e la t io n

fo r  h e r  a s  i t  w as  f o r  a l l  th e  c r u s a d e r s  in  th a t  s u m m e r  of 1147. A m y

K e lly  c o m m e n ts ,

It w as  in  th e  c o u r s e  of th is  l i b e r a l i z in g  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  th e  queen  
r e s o lv e d  to  e s c a p e  a l to g e th e r  f r o m  the  m o n a s t i c  a u s t e r i t i e s  and 
r e s t r a i n t s  of th e  F r e n c h  c o u r t .  Upon h e r  r e t u r n  to  F r a n c e ,  and  
a t  h e r  own in i t i a t iv e  . . . h e r  m a r r i a g e  to  L o u is  VII w as  an n u lled  
on  th e  c o n v en tio n a l  g ro u n d  of c o n sa n g u in i ty  . . . . ^

S ix  w e ek s  a f t e r  h e r  a n n u l lm e n t ,  E l e a n o r  m a r r i e d  H e n r y  P la n ta g e n e t ,

Duke of N o rm a n d y  - - a  boy  e lev e n  y e a r s  h e r  j u n io r  and w ith in  two y e a r s

d e s t in e d  to  b e c o m e  H e n ry  II  of E n g lan d . D u rin g  h e r  s ta y  a t  th e  c o u r t

2
in L ondon , th e  s e c u l a r  a r t s  f lo u r i s h e d ;  e v e n  so ,  E le a n o r  m u s t  have  

k e p t  c o m p a r in g  th e  s t i l l - p r i m i t i v e  E n g l i s h  c o u r t  w ith  th e  one in  B y zan tiu m . 

A t a n y  r a t e ,  w hen  H e n ry  c o n f i rm e d  t h e i r  s e c o n d  son , R ic h a r d ,  a s  Duke 

of A q u ita in e  and  Count of P o i to u  in  1169, s h e  a c c o m p a n ie d  R ic h a r d  to 

P o i t i e r s  and  p r o c e e d e d  la v i s h ly  to  r e b u i ld  and  r e f u r n i s h  th e  h o u seh o ld  

t h e r e .  T he  h o u se h o ld  had  a l r e a d y  b e c o m e  a  s o r t  of n u r s e r y  f o r  the

^A m y K e lly ,  " E le a n o r  of A q u ita in e  and H e r  C o u r ts  of L ove , " 
S p e c u lu m , XII (1937), pp. 6 -7 .

^ Ib id . , pp. 7 -8 .
  a ,
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o f f sp r in g  of both  the  C ap e ts  and the  P la n ta g e n e ts ,  an d  u n d e r  h e r  in f lu en c e  

to u r n a m e n ts  and  o th e r  e n te r t a in m e n ts  d re w  g a l la n ts  and  la d ie s  f r o m  a l l  

o v e r .

T he  h o u seh o ld  w as  soon  in  bad  o d o r ,  and  L o u is  b e g an  to  be  c o n 

c e r n e d .

The p io u s  k ing  of the  F r a n k s ,  who h ad  v a lu ab le  h o s ta g e s  in  th a t  
c o u r t  in  the  p e r s o n s  of h is  two y o u n g e r  d a u g h te r s ,  m u s t  have  fe l t  
the u rg e n c y  of so m e  p ro v is io n  f o r  o r th o d o x y  in  P o i t i e r s  qu ite  a s  
m u c h  a s  the  h a r r i e d  queen . It w as  th e r e f o r e  an  in s p i r a t io n  to  h i t  
upon  th e  C o u n te ss  of C h am p ag n e  a s  the  m â i t r e s s  d '^ c o le  fo r  the  
ro y a l  a c a d e m y  in  P o i t i e r s .  ^

M a r ie  h a d  g ro w n  up in  th e  s ta id  and  re l ig io u s  a tm o s p h e r e  of the  

F r e n c h  c o u r t  and  had  b e e n  m a r r i e d  a t  th e  r e l a t iv e ly  la te  age  of n in e te e n  

to H e n ry  th e  L ib e r a l ,  Count of C h am p ag n e . W ith h e r  m o t h e r ' s  a p p ro v a l ,  

M a r ie  s e t  abou t g e t t in g  the  i n t e r e s t ,  and  th e r e b y  the  c o n tro l ,  of h e r  

c h a r g e s  by  s e t t in g  up  a  c o u r t  of lo v e  in  im i ta t io n  of the  e a r l i e r  P r o 

v e n ç a l  o n e s .  U sing  O v id 's  A r t  of Love a s  a  m o d e l ,  bu t m u ch  m o d if ied  

by  th e  P r o v e n ç a l  t r a d i t io n ,  M a r ie

d re w  up, and  h e r  ch ap la in  A n d re a s  r e c o r d e d  f o r  h e r ,  then  o r  s u b 
se q u e n t ly ,  the  c o n s t i tu t io n  of a  s o c ie ty  to  be  im p e l le d  no t by  fo r c e  
n o r  by  c a s u a l  im p u ls e ,  b u t  by  an  in n e r  d is c ip l in e d  s e n s e  of p r o 
p r i e ty .  W hat p r o g r e s s  could  be  m a d e  in  d ia le c t ic  by u n tu to re d  
s q u i r e s  who ro d e  h a ck s  in to  m e s s  h a l l s ,  and  by  hoydens  who 
d iv e r t e d  e y es  f r o m  p s a l t e r s  in  the  v e r y  m i d s t  of m a s s ?  And 
upon w h a t  cou ld  one g ro u n d  a  code of c h iv a l r y  s a v e  on the  c l a s s i c  
and  u n iv e r s a l  th e m e  of lo v e ?  . . . And f in a l ly ,  to  s u p p o r t  the  
r a t h e r  t h r e a d b a r e  d ic ta  of Ovid, who w as  a f t e r  a l l  in th a t  c o u r t  
th e  p a s s io n  of th e  e ld e r  g e n e r a t io n ,  M a r i e ' s  code p r o f e s s e d  to  
d e r iv e  f r o m  the  a u th e n t ic  p r a c t i c e  of c h iv a l ry  in  the  c o u r t  of King

^Ibid. , p.  12.
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A r t h u r  in  C a e r le o n  on U sk, th an  w hich  no th in g  could  a f fo rd  a  m o r e  
u n e x cep tio n ab le  p a t t e r n  of c h iv a l ry .  ^

H e r e  s e e m s  to  be  the  p o in t a t  w hich  Ovid e n te r e d  the  h i s t o r y  of

c o u r t ly  lo v e .  As w ith  s o m e  of the o th e r  t h e o r i e s ,  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  h a s

show n th a t  c r i t i c s  w e re  m is ta k in g  in c id e n ta l  f e a tu r e s  added  l a t e r  fo r

s ig n s  of the  o r ig in .  As T h e o d o re  S i lv e r s te in  h a s  r e m a r k e d ,

Ovid is  out of the  g a m e  by  now, w h a te v e r  th a t  g e n ia l  p r o f e s s o r  added  
to  th e  s c ie n c e  in the  tw e lf th  c en tu ry ;  f o r ,  w h e re  m a n  is  ennobled  
by  the  s o a r in g  f i r e  of C o u r t ly  f in '  a m o r s ,  the  De a m o r e  te a c h e s  a  
v iew  of s e x  w hich  - - a s  W ill iam  of St. T h ie r y ,  fo llow ing the  h in t  
of A u g u s t in e ,  once in d ic a te d  - -  w eighs  down the  body to the  e a r th  
f r o m  w h ich  it sp ra n g .  %

B e c a u s e  Ovid did  p la y  h i s  p a r t  in the  h i s t o r y  of c o u r t ly  lo v e ,

h o w e v e r ,  p e rh a p s  i t  m a y  b e  u se fu l  a t  th is  p o in t to  l i s t  so m e  of the

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  w hich  h a v e  b e e n  poin ted  ou t b e tw e e n  p a s s a g e s  f r o m

h is  w o rk s  and  e le m e n ts  w h ich  a r e  p a r t  of the  t r a d i t io n  in  the  n o r th  of

F r a n c e .  H e r e ,  fo llowing T. A. K irb y ,  is  a  l i s t :  the  no tion  of th e  God

of L ove  a s  an  i r r e s i s t i b l e  p o w e r ;  love a s  the  g r e a t  t o r m e n to r ;  the  lo v e r

a s  the  p r e y  of love; the  l o v e r  a s  a  s o ld ie r  in  th e  s e r v i c e  of the  lady  a s

th e  c a p ta in ;  love as  the s o u r c e  of g r e a t  p h y s ic a l  s t r e n g th ;  love  a s  a

s i c k n e s s  o r  d i s e a s e ;  the  l o v e r  a s  p a le  and w ont to  t r e m b le ;  love  a s

bo th  p le a s a n t  and pa in fu l;  th e  lo v e r  a s  f e a r fu l ,  w ith  no a p p e t i te  o r  a b i l i ty

to  s le e p ;  th e  notion  of the lo v e r  a s  wont to w eep , y e l l ,  g ro a n ,  fa in t ,

3
a n d / o r  lo s e  h is  w its .  Ovid w as  a  handy  r e f e r e n c e  po in t f r o m  w hich

^Ib id . , p. 14. ^ S i lv e r s te in ,  p. 117.

^ T h o m as  A. K irb y ,  C h a u c e r 's  T r o i l u s ; A Study in C o u r t ly  Love 
( L .S .U .  S tu d ies ,  No. 39; L o u is ia n a  S ta te  Univ. , 1940), pp. 6 -1 4 .
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to  c o n s t r u c t  a  code , b u t  the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w hich  he  g iv e s  to c o u r t ly  

love  a r e  h a r d ly  un ique w ith  h im .  Som e of the  s a m e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w e re  

f a v o r i te  m a t e r i a l  f o r  h u m o r  am ong  the  G re e k s  and  R o m a n s  long b e fo re  

Ovid and  would h a v e  show n up in  c o u r t ly  lo v e  in s o m e  f o r m  if Ovid had  

n e v e r  w r i t t e n  a  l in e .

T hings  w en t a long  sw im m in g ly  f o r  so m e  t im e  a t  P o i t i e r s .  A n d re a s  

p ro v id e s  d e s c r ip t io n s  of w ha t the  s e s s i o n s  of the c o u r t  of love  m u s t  h ave  

b e e n ,  w ith  M a r ie  s i t t in g  a s  ju d g e , s u r r o u n d e d  by  o th e r  n o ta b le  la d ie s  

who h e lp  h e r  to  r e n d e r  v e r d ic t s .  T h e s e  c o u r t s  and  the  r e s t  of the g a ie ty  

w as  soon  to co m e  to  an  end, h o w e v e r .  W hile  H e n ry  w as  cam p a ig n in g  

in  I r e la n d  in  1171, h e  r e c e iv e d  w o rd  th a t  P o i t i e r s  w as  f i l le d  w ith  p lo t t e r s  

a g a in s t  h is  th r o n e ,  and  he h e a r d  f u r t h e r  th a t  E l e a n o r  w a s  in the v e r y  

m id s t  of the p lo t t in g ,  a lo n g  w ith  t h r e e  of h is  so n s ,  H e n ry ,  R ic h a rd ,  and  

G eo ffrey .

The k ing  c a m e  to P o i t i e r s  and  re m o v e d  the  y o u n g e r  H en ry , the  

h e i r - a p p a r e n t ,  to  Chinon; h o w e v e r ,  in  th e  n igh t the  so n ,w a s  h e lp ed  to 

e s c a p e  to  the  c o u r t  of F r a n c e .  The k in g  f u r t h e r  l e a r n e d  th a t  E le a n o r  

h a d  g iven  R ic h a rd  and  G eo ffrey  in to  the  k eep in g  of the  k ing  of F r a n c e .  

E n r a g e d ,  H e n ry  d e s t r o y e d  re b e l  c a s t l e s  a l l  o v e r  P o i to u ,  c a p tu re d  

E le a n o r  and o t h e r s ,  and  b ro u g h t  th e m  a l l  to  E n g land  to  b e  im p r is o n e d .  

M a r ie  de C h am p ag n e  r e tu r n e d  to  h e r  c o u r t  a t  T r o y e s ,  a l r e a d y  a  p la ce  

of so m e  l i t e r a r y  n o te ,  and  w ith  h e r  w en t the  t r a d i t io n  of c o u r t ly  love  

in  F r a n c e .
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One po in t w h ich  sh ou ld  be  m a d e  in  co n n ec t io n  w ith  the  e p iso d e  a t  

P o i t i e r s  is  one w h ich  i s  to o  o ften  ig n o re d .  T h is  po in t is  th a t ,  w h a t 

e v e r  the  o r ig in s  of c o u r t ly  lo v e  - -  r e l ig io u s ,  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ,  o r  l i t e r 

a r y  - -  and  w h a te v e r  i ts  e f fe c t  on l a t e r  t im e s  (and i t  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r 

a b le ) ,  the  w hole  p o in t of th e  c o u r ts  of love  w as  a s  a  d i v e r s i o n . The 

p o in t  s e e m s  no t w o r th  m a k in g  un ti l  it i s  r e m e m b e r e d  how  m a n y  c r i t i c s  

h a v e  p r o f e s s e d  t h e m s e lv e s  m y s t i f ie d  a t  the  r a p id i ty  w ith  w h ich  c o u r t ly  

lo v e  s p r e a d  and w as  a c c e p te d .

The p o p u la r i ty  of c o u r t ly  love w ith  th e s e  id le  young p e o p le  (m os t 

of th e m  w e re  u n d e r  tw enty) i s  no t d if f icu l t  to  im a g in e .  The l a d ie s  could 

now b e  t r e a t e d  w ith  a n  u n a c c u s to m e d  d e f e r e n c e  and  p la c e d  on  a  f l a t t e r in g  

p e d e s t a l .  The young m e n ,  on the  o th e r  h an d , could  now h ave  so m e  

p o in t  to  t h e i r  a c t iv i t i e s  : s t r iv in g  to  w in  a  j o u s t  h a s  m o r e  p o in t  if  i t  is  

done fo r  a  lad y  - - a s  a n y  m o d e r n  young bod y  w a lk in g  a  fen ce  could  te s t i fy .  

T o  b e  s u r e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o th e r  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  f a c to r s  in vo lved ; h o w e v e r ,  

th e  r a p id  s p r e a d  of c o u r t l y  love  is  m o r e  e a s i l y  ex p la in ed  if w e r e m e m b e r  

th a t  f o r  so m e  a t  l e a s t  - -  and  th e s e  p e r h a p s  in  the  m a jo r i t y  - -  c o u r t ly  

lo v e  w as  f r o m  the  b e g in n in g  a  h ig h ly  d iv e r t in g  g a m e .

It w as  to  T r o y e s  th a t  M a r ie  w ent w ith  h e r  m e m o r i e s  of th e  c o u r t ly  

code  and  the  c o u r t s  of lo v e ;  and  it w as  a t  T r o y e s  th a t  the  c o u r t ly  code 

e n t e r e d  the  ro m a n c e  m o s t  m o m e n to u s ly  - - a n  e n t r a n c e  so  im p o r ta n t  fo r  

f u tu r e  l i t e r a t u r e .  T he  in f lu en c e  of Ovid c a n  b e  s e e n  in  the  w r i t in g s  of 

two m e m b e r s  of th e  c o u r t  a t  T r o y e s  - -  A n d r e a s  and  C h re t ie n  de T r o y e s .
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A n d r e a s '  t r e a t i s e ,  b a s e d  avo w ed ly  on Ovid, is  now though t to  d a te  so m e  

t im e  b e tw e e n  1174 and 1182, a lth o u g h  he c o m p iled  s o m e  of the  m a t e r i a l  

a t  P o i t i e r s .  T he  r o m a n c e s  of C h r e t ie n  p ro b a b ly  d a te  f r o m  the  s a m e  t im e .

Of C h r ^ i e n ,  C ro s s  and  N itz e  o b s e r v e ,  "No s tu d y  of C h ré t ie n  de 

T r o y e s '  l o v e -c o n c e p ts  can  o v e r lo o k  th e  fa c t  th a t  h e  h im s e l f  had  t r a n s 

la te d  Ovid. T h ey  po in t ou t th a t  the  opening  l in e s  of the  Clig&s m e n 

tio n  h im  as

Gil qui f i s t  d 'E r e c  e t  d 'E n id e
E t  l e s  C o m a n d em a n z  d 'O v id e  ^
E t  l 'A r t  d 'A m o r s  an  ro m a n z  m i s t  . . . .

A lthough  th e  ro m a n c e  of E r e c  i s  r e l a t iv e ly  f r e e  f r o m  to u c h es  of Ovid and

c o u r t ly  lo v e ,  " th e  ro m a n c e s  of C lig ^s  and C h a r  r e  te  abound  in O vid ian

.3

E r e c  e t  E n ide  d a te s  f r o m  s o m e  t im e  b e fo re  M a r ie  b e c a m e  C o u n te ss  

of C h am p ag n e ,  and c r i t i c s  g e n e r a l ly  a g r e e  w ith  G u y e r 's  e s t im a te  of the 

o m is s i o n  of th e  code of c o u r t ly  lo v e :

T he o m is s io n  of c o u r t ly  lo v e  f r o m  the  f i r s t  r o m a n c e  is  ev id en t 
f r o m  th e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  of E r e c  and  E n id e ,  who i s  th e  d a u g h te r  of a  
p o o r  n o b le m a n .  It i s  no l e s s  e v id en t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  s t o r y . ^

A lthough  w e know  th a t  th e  O vid ian  t r a n s l a t i o n s  w e r e  w r i t t e n  a f t e r  

E r e c  e t  E n i d e , the  p o s s ib le  in f lu en c e  of M a r ie  on th e  u n d e r ta k in g  of

^ T o m  P e e te  C r o s s  & W. A. N itze ,  L a n c e lo t  and G u e n e v e r e : A Study 
on the  O r ig in s  of C o u r t ly  L o v e  (U n iv e rs i ty  of C h icag o , 1930), p. 88.

^ Ib id . ^Ib id . , p . 89.

^ E .  E .  G u y e r ,  C h re t ie n  de T r o y e s :  In v e n to r  of the  M o d ern  N ovel 
(New Y o rk :  B oo k m an  A s s o c ia t e s ,  1957), p. 22.
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the  w o rk  is  im p o s s ib le  to d e te r m in e .  H e r e  is  P a r r y ' s  su m m a tio n  of 

the p ro b le m :

It is  p o s s ib le  th a t  the O vid ian  t r a n s la t io n s  w e re  w r i t t e n  a f t e r  C o u n te ss  
M a r ie  c a m e  to T r o y e s ;  C ligès  a lm o s t  c e r t a in ly  w a s ,  f o r  s c h o la r s  
h av e  d e te c te d  in  i t  r e f e r e n c e s  to the  He r a d i u s  of G a u t ie r  of A r r a s ,  
and th a t ,  a s  we know f r o m  a r e f e r e n c e  to C o u n te ss  M a r ie ,  w as  
w r i t t e n  a f t e r  h e r  m a r r i a g e .  T h e r e  is  noth ing  in  the  love c a s u i s t r y  
of C lig^s  th a t  C h re t ie n  could no t h av e  deve loped  f o r  h im s e l f  out of 
Ovid, b u t  it s e e m s  m o s t  n a tu r a l  to  a t t r ib u te  the  d i f f e re n c e  in  tone 
b e tw e e n  th is  p o e m  and the  E r e c  and  E n ide  to  the  g row ing  in f luence  
of the  c o u n te s s .^

P e r h a p s  C h r e t i e n 's  m o s t  in f lu en t ia l  ro m a n c e  and  by  f a r  h is  m o s t

th o ro u g h  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  of the  code of c o u r t ly  love  w as  undoubted ly  w r i t t e n

u n d e r  the  in f lu en c e  of M a r ie  - -  L a n c e lo t ,  o r  th e  K night of the C a r t . He

say s  h im s e l f  th a t  the  c o u n te s s  c o m m an d ed  h im  to w r i t e  i t  and p ro v id e d

h im  w ith  b o th  s u b je c t  (m a t ie r e )  and  the m e th o d  of t r e a t in g  i t  (san) :

Del C h e v a l ie r  de la  C h a r r e te  
C o m an ce  C h re s t i i e n s  son  l iv r e ;
M a t ie r e  e t  s a n  I 'a n  done e t l iv r e  
L a  c o n te s s e ,  e t  i l  s 'a n t r e m e t  
De p a n s e r  s i  que r i e n  n ' i  m e t  
F o r s  s a n  pa inne  e t  s 'a n ta n c io n ;
D es o r  c o m a n c e  sa  r a i s o n .  ^

P a r r y  n o te s  th a t

h is  s t a t e m e n t  is  p h r a s e d  as  a  c o m p l im e n t ,  b u t  i t  i s  not d if f icu l t  to  
s e e  b e n e a th  the s u r f a c e  a  note  of apo logy  f o r  w r i t in g  on a  th e m e  
w ith  w h ic h  he  is  no t w ho lly  in  sy m p a th y .  The p o e m  is  an  e la b o r a te  
i l l u s t r a t i o n  of the  d o c tr in e  of c o u r t ly  love  a s  i t  w as  in t ro d u c e d  in to  
n o r t h e r n  F r a n c e  by  E le a n o r  and  M a r ie .  H e re  f o r  the  f i r s t  t im e  in

^ P a r r y ,  p. 14.

2
D e r  K a r r e n r i t t e r  (L ancelo t)  und Das W ilh e lm s le b e n  (G uillaum e d ' 

A n g le te r r e )  von  C h r i s t i a n  von T r o y e s , ed . W endelin  F o e r s t e r  (H alle : M ax 
N ie m e y e r ,  1899), pp. 1-2 .
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C h r e t i e n 's  ex tan t  w o rk s  we find  the  g lo r i f ic a t io n  of the  love  of one 
m a n  f o r  a n o th e r  m a n 's  w ife ,  a  s i tu a t io n  w h ich  F e n ic e ,  in  C lig& s, 
h a d  d e c l a r e d  to  be in to le r a b le ,  C h re t ie n  c l e a r ly  found th e  th e m e  
d i s t a s t e f u l  and  le f t  the  p o e m  u n f in ish ed ;  the  c o n c lu s io n  is  by  G o d e fro y  
de  L a ig n y . ^

C r o s s  an d  N itze  p o in t out th a t  the  L a n c e lo t  is  by no m e a n s  the

b e s t  w o r k  of C h re t ie n ,  bu t,  th e y  add ,

u n in s p i r e d  a s  the  ro m a n c e  o ften  i s ,  the  p lan  and  e x e c u t io n  go f a r  
to  e x p la in  why L a n c e lo t  s u c c e e d e d  T r i s t a n  in  the  a m a t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  
of the  M idd le  A g e s .  ^

T he K nigh t of the  C a r t  b e g in s  w ith  the  c a p tu re  of G u in e v e re  th ro u g h  

the  w e a k n e s s  of S i r  K ay. G aw ain  and L a n c e lo t  go off in  s e a r c h  of the  

q u een , b u t  L a n c e lo t  soon  lo s e s  h is  h o r s e .  A d w a rf  a p p e a r s  d r iv in g  a  

c a r t  and  t e l l s  L a n c e lo t  th a t  h e  w i l l  find G u in e v e re  if  he w il l  r id e  in  the  

c a r t ,  L a n c e lo t  h e s i t a t e s  to  r id e  so  d i s g r a c e f u l ly ,  bu t love  im p e ls  h im  

to ge t in. T he  t h r e e ,  w ith  G aw ain  r id in g  and  the  o th e r  two m o u n te d  in  

the  c a r t ,  p a s s  th ro u g h  a  tow n w h e re  th ey  a r e  j e e r e d  and  a b u se d ,  e s p e 

c ia l ly  L a n c e lo t ,  bu t a l l  is  e n d u re d  fo r  love  of G u in e v e re .  T h ey  so o n  

l e a r n  th a t  G u in e v e re  h a s  b e e n  c a p tu r e d  by  M e le a g a n z ,  son  of the  k in g  

of G o r r e ,  to  w h ich  lan d  t h e r e  a r e  two e n t r a n c e s  - -  the  W a te r - B r id g e ,  

w h ich  G aw ain  c h o o s e s ,  and the  Sw ord  b r id g e ,  w h ich  L a n c e lo t  c h o o s e s .

On th e  ro a d ,  L a n c e lo t  a c c e p ts  lodg ing  f r o m  a  d a m s e l  who m a k e s  a  co n d itio n  

th a t  h e  s le e p  w ith  h e r .  O nce in  b ed , h o w e v e r ,  he  show s h e r  no fa v o r ;  

the  d a m s e l  i s  so  i m p r e s s e d  w ith  h is  c o n s ta n c y  th a t  she p r o m i s e s  to h e lp  

h im  w in  b a c k  G u in e v e re .  A f te r  m a n y  t r i a l s ,  L a n c e lo t  f in a l ly  c r o s s e s  the

1 2 P a r r y ,  p. 14. C r o s s  & N itz e ,  p . 2.
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B rid g e  of S w o rd  and f ig h ts  M e le a g an z .  T hough  h e  is  b ad ly  w ounded , the  

m e r e  s ig h t  of the  q u een  c a u s e s  h im  to b e g in  to  w in  the  f igh t ,  bu t the  

m e r e  w is h  of G u in e v e re  c a u s e s  h im  to s to p  th e  f igh t and le a v e  th e  f ie ld  

to M e le a g a n z .  W hen L a n c e lo t  is b ro u g h t  in to  h e r  p r e s e n c e ,  G u in e v e re  

p r e te n d s  to  be  qu ite  a n g r y  w ith  h im ,  and  h e  goes  aw ay  in  d e s p a i r .  W ord  

c o m e s  b a c k  th a t  L a n c e lo t  is  dead  and G u in e v e re  a t t e m p ts  to  k i l l  h e r s e l f ;  

upon a  f a l s e  r e p o r t  of h e r  dea th , L a n c e lo t  a t t e m p ts  su ic id e  a l s o .  A f te r  

a n o th e r  s e p a r a t i o n  in  w h ich  G u in e v e re  g o es  b a c k  to  C a m e lo t  and  L a n c e lo t  

is  im p r i s o n e d ,  L a n c e lo t  a p p e a r s  a t  a  to u r n a m e n t  d is g u is e d  and  b e g in s  

to  w in. S u sp e c t in g  who i t  i s ,  G u in e v e re  s e n d s  h im  w o rd  to  a c t  a  co w ard .

He im m e d ia t e ly  b e g in s  to  f igh t bad ly , to  th e  ta u n ts  of the  s p e c t a t o r s .

T he  s e c o n d  d ay , sh e  sen d s  h im  w o rd  to  do h is  b e s t  and  he  is  v ic to r io u s .  

L a n c e lo t  i s  a g a in  im p r i s o n e d  in  G o r r e  and  h e r e  the  v e r s io n  of C h re t ie n  

s to p s .

T h is  p o e m  h a s  b e e n  s u m m a r i z e d  a t  so m e  len g th  to  in d ic a te  the 

n a tu r e  of C h r e t i e n 's  m e r g e n c e  of the  r o m a n c e  and  the  c o u r t ly  love  code. 

T he  code h a d  a lw ay s  had  the  e le v a t io n  of the  la d y ,  b u t  in  th is  ro m a n c e  

sh e  is  so  e le v a te d  th a t  the  m e r e  s ig h t  of a  few  s t r a n d s  of h e r  h a i r  m a k e s  

th e  h e r o  a l m o s t  fa in t .  The l o v e r  is  no t on ly  en nob led  by  h i s  lo v e ,  as  

w ith  the  t r o u b a d o r s ,  b u t  h e  is  e n ab le d  to  f ig h t  m u c h  b e t t e r  by  th e  m e r e  

s ig h t  of h i s  la d y .  T he  c h o se n  la d y  is a n o th e r  m a n 's  w ife , b u t  th e r e  s e e m s  

a t  l e a s t  s o m e  doubt w h e th e r  the  p a i r  s to p s  s h o r t  of f in a l  c o n su m m a tio n ,  

a s  the  code d e m a n d e d  of the  b e s t  l o v e r s .  The  l o v e r ' s  c o m p le te  su b ju g a t io n
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to  love  is so  g r e a t  th a t  he  is  w il l in g  to e n d u re  ta u n ts  of c o w ard ice  a t  the  

l a d y 's  m e r e  w h im . The code  of love  h ad , in  s h o r t ,  b e e n  w edded to a  

m a r t i a l  th e m e .  T he p r o g r e s s  in  v i r t u e  w hich  love  of the  lady  a f fo rd s  

h a s  b e c o m e  p a r t l y  a  p r o g r e s s  in  m a r t i a l  p r o w e s s ,  g e n t i l i ty  and  h u m il i ty  

th e  k n ig h t ly  v i r t u e s .

C h r e t i e n 's  l a s t  w o rk ,  P e r c e v a l , o r  The S to r y  of the  G r a i l , d e p a r t s  

f r o m  the  e a r l i e r  id e a s  and  id e a l s  of c o u r t ly  love ; h o w e v e r ,  th is  v e r y  

d e p a r t u r e  i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  of two e le m e n ts  in  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  w hich  

r e m a in e d  c o n s ta n t  th ro u g h  ou t the  f i r s t  two c e n tu r i e s  of c o u r t ly  love , 

a t  l e a s t  a m o n g  the  g r e a t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  T he  f i r s t  of th e s e  is  the  ten d en c y  

to w a rd  e x t r e m e  id e a l iz a t io n  of the  o b je c t  of the  l o v e r ' s  d e s i r e .  As e a r ly  

a s  J a u f r ^  R u d e l ,  w ith  h i s  a m o u r  lo in ta in ,  the  la d y  te n d s  to  be l i t t l e  m o r e  

th a n  a  m i s t y  a b s t r a c t io n .  A lthough  the  t e r m s  in w h ich  the  e a r ly  t r o u b a d o u r s  

d e s c r ib e  t h e i r  d e s i r e  c a n  be e x t r e m e l y  s e n s u o u s ,  th e  d e s c r ip t i o n s  of the  

la d y  e a r l y  b e c o m e  co n v en tio n s  and  s te r e o ty p e d  id e a l iz a t io n s .  The n o r t h e r n  

F r e n c h  ro m a n t ic  t r a d i t io n ,  w ith  C h r e t i e n 's  G r a i l ,  an d  the o th e r  g r e a t  

o f f sp r in g  of th e  P r o v e n ç a l  t r a d i t io n ,  the  D olce  St il Nuovo, w ith  i t s  c u l 

m in a t io n  in  th e  D iv ine  C o m e d y , a r e  i l l u s t r a t i v e  of th e  e a s y  m a n n e r  in  

w h ich  th is  sh ad o w y  la d y  could  be  changed  in to  a  r e l ig io u s  id ea l .

T he  sec o n d  e le m e n t  i s  co n n ec ted  v e r y  c lo s e ly  w ith  the  f i r s t ;  i t  is  

th e  a t te n t io n  m a in ly  g iven , n o t  to  the  lad y ,  bu t to  the  t r i a l s  of the  lo v e r  

and  h is  g ro w th  in  v i r t u e  a s  a  r e s u l t  of h i s  love . W o rk s  a s  d i f f e r e n t  a s  

T he  K nigh t of the  C a r t  and  the  D ivine C om edy  i l l u s t r a t e  the  r e la t iv e
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s l ig h tn e s s  of a t te n t io n  to the  ob jec t iv e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  of the  la d y  h e r s e l f  

a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  v e r y  fu ll  d e s c r ip t io n  of the  h e r o ' s  t r i a l s  and  t r iu m p h s  

by v i r tu e  of h i s  lo v e .

T h is  l e a d s  u s  to  a  c o n s id e ra t io n  of the c u r r e n t  p o p u la r  th e o ry  of 

the  o r ig in  of c o u r t ly  love  in  the  in f lu en ce  of the C h r i s t i a n  m y s t i c i s m  of 

th e  t im e .  T h is  th e o r y  is  c u r r e n t ly  in the  l i s t s  w ith  the A ra b ic  h y p o th e s i s .  

It i s  o f fe re d  a t  t im e s  in  connec tion  w ith  the  th e o ry  of the  o r ig in  of c o u r t ly  

love  in  the cu lt  of M a ry ,  w hich  c r i t i c s  b e g an  to  f lu o r i s h  a t  the  t im e  of 

the  beg inn ing  of c o u r t ly  love .

A lthough th e  th e o r y  of the  g r e a t  in f lu en ce  of the  v e n e r a t io n  of 

M a ry  on c o u r t ly  love  is  no t so  w ide ly  h e ld  now a s  i t  once  w a s ,  p e rh a p s  

a  few  of the  o b je c t io n s  to i t  m a y  be  r a i s e d  to h e lp  to pu t the  th e o r y  of 

the  r e l ig io u s  o r ig in  of c o u r t ly  love  into p e r s p e c t iv e .  In the  f i r s t  p la c e ,  

a s  we h ave  s e e n  in  the  l a s t  c h a p te r ,  the  w o rs h ip  of M a r y  goes  b a c k  a t  

l e a s t  to  the  fif th  c e n tu ry .  It h a s  only  b e e n  th a t  the  g r e a t  b u lk  of the 

l i t e r a t u r e  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  M ary  s t a r t s  w ith  the tw elfth  c e n tu r y  th a t  h e r  

w o rs h ip  h a s  s e e m e d  so  la te  in s t a r t in g .  A lso ,  i t  i s  d if f icu l t  to  s e e  th a t  

M a r y - w o r s h ip  - -  o r  ev en  c o u r t ly  love  - -  h ad  r a i s e d  the  g e n e r a l  s ta tu s  

of w om en  m u c h  b y  th e  end of the  tw e lf th  c e n tu ry .  T h i rd ,  the v e r y  

a t t i tu d e  of the  V irg in  to w a rd  th o se  who p r a y  to h e r  i s  to ta l ly  opposed  

to th a t  of the  la d y .  T he  one w as  often  a d d r e s s e d  a s  " B le s s e d  M o th e r"  

and  w as  a lw ay s  r e a d y  to l i s t e n  to and  a id  h e r  fa i th fu l  w o r s h ip p e r ;  the 

o th e r  w as  h a u g h ty  an d  d isd a in fu l  and the  t r a d i t io n a l  a t t i tu d e  of the  lo v e r
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to w a rd  h e r  w as  f e a r  and  h e s i t a n c y  to even  a p p ro a c h  h e r .  T h e re  is  

a l s o  the  p r o b le m  of the  lo c a l iz a t io n  of the b eg in n in g  of the  code: th e r e  

s e e m  to have  b e e n  no su c h  te n d e n c ie s  in  o th e r  l i t e r a t u r e s  up to  th is  

t im e .  F i f th ,  the  s ty le  of c o u r t ly  p o e t r y  w as  r e l a t e d  to  C h r i s t i a n  l i tu r g y  

and  r i t u a l  no t e a r l y  b u t  l a t e r  in  th e  p e r io d .  And f in a l ly ,  i f  c o u r t ly  love 

h ad  h ad  a  r e l ig io u s  o r ig in ,  we sh ou ld  e x p ec t  i t  to  be e x t r e m e l y  s p i r i t u a l  

a t  f i r s t  and  th e n  p e r h a p s  to l a p s e  in to  s e n s u a l i ty  l a t e r .  On the  c o n t r a r y ,  

in  i t s  f i r s t  c e n tu r y  o r  so , the  s e n s u a l  p o e m s  a r e  m o r e  n u m e ro u s  in  the  

e a r l y  p e r io d ,  w ith  the  s p i r i t u a l i t y  i n c r e a s in g  l a t e r  in  th e  sch o o l of 

T r o y e s  and in  the  D olce  S ti l  N uovo. A lthough  any  one of th e s e  o b je c t io n s  

m ig h t  be  s u b je c t  to  d i s c u s s io n ,  th e y  s e e m  in  th e  a g g re g a te  to  po in t to  

so m e  o r ig in  of c o u r t ly  love  o th e r  th a n  t r a d i t io n a l  r e l ig io n .

D enom y and G ilso n  h a v e  a l s o  s t ro n g ly  an d , i t  s e e m s ,  te l l in g ly

op p o sed  the  o r ig in  of c o u r t ly  love  in  the  d o c t r in e  of c h a r i ty  in  g e n e r a l

and  the  in f lu en ce  of the  g r e a t  tw e l f th - c e n tu r y  m y s t i c s  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,

D enom y n o te s  th a t  th e r e  w as

a  g r e a t  w ave of m y s t i c i s m  w h o se  p o w e r ,  p e r c e p t ib l e  abou t 1125, 
b u r s t  w ith  fu ll  f o r c e  d u r in g  the  tw e lf th  c e n tu r y .  It is  w ith  th is  
b u r s t  of m y s t i c i s m  w h ich  f lo w e re d  w ith  W il l ia m  of S a in t - T h ie r r y ,  
Hugh of S a in t V ic to r  and  w ith  Sa in t B e r n a r d ,  th a t  W e c h s s le r  w ould  
a t t a c h  th e  o r ig in s  of C o u r t ly  L ove  and  would e x p la in  th e  fo r m a t io n  
of the  id e a s  in  the  C h r i s t i a n  m y s t i c i s m  of th a t  a g e .  A t the  o u ts e t ,  
i t  i s  w e l l  to  no te  th a t  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  and f lo w e r in g  of b o th  m o v e 
m e n ts  w e re  ro u g h ly  c o n te m p o ra n e o u s .  T h o se  m y s t i c s  w h o se  
w r i t in g s  W e c h s s le r  u s e s  to d e v e lo p  h is  th e o r y  w e r e  b o r n  a t  the  
end of the  e le v e n th  c e n tu r y  and  d ied  a t  the  m id d le  of th e  tw e lfth . 
T h e i r  w r i t in g s  a p p e a r e d  f r o m  the  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  to  the  m id d le  of 
the  tw e lf th  c e n tu r y  . . . .  F r o m  the  p o in t of v iew  of ch ro n o lo g y , 
d i r e c t  in f lu en ce  on the  p a r t  of the  W e s te rn  m y s t i c s  on the  fo r m a t io n
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of the  id e a s  of C o u r t ly  L ove  is  h a r d ly  l ik e ly ,  e s p e c ia l l y  w hen th e  th r e e  
g r e a t e s t  and  m o s t  in f lu e n t ia l  of th e s e  w e r e  of B e lg iu m  and  th e  N o rth  
of F r a n c e :  W il l ia m  f r o m  L ie g e ,  H ugh f r o m  P a r i s  and  B e r n a r d  a t  
C la i r  v au x . ^

To th is  m a y  b e  ad d ed  the  p o w e rfu l  v o ic e  of G ilso n  te s t i fy in g  the  e s s e n -

2
t i a l  o p p o s i t io n  of c o u r t ly  love  to  the  B e r n a r d in e  type of re l ig io u s  love .

To v e n tu r e  in to  a  f ie ld  in  w h ich  i t  is  d if f icu l t  to  find  two e x p e r t s  

a g r e e in g  e x a c t ly  a s  to  o r ig in s  o r  ev en  e m p h a s e s  is  to  c o u r t  d i s a s t e r .  

S i l v e r s t e in  s a y s  th a t  " a  f ie ld  so  th o ro u g h ly  c o n t r o v e r te d  a s  C o u r t ly  L o v e"  

is  one " th ro u g h  w h ich  a  h ig h w ay  pav ed  w ith  g e n e r a l  in f lu e n c e s  can  le ad

3
to  no good end. " F r o m  the  e x t r e m e n e s s  of the  o p p o s i t io n  of e x p e r t s  

in  the  f ie ld ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  w ould  s e e m  th a t  th e  g e n e r a l  in f lu en ce  a c t iv e  

a t  th e  t im e  and  t h e i r  r e l a t io n s  to  e a c h  o th e r  a r e  p o in ts  w h ich  m u s t  be 

w o rk e d  ou t b e f o r e  any th in g  m o r e  s p e c i f ic  can  be ad d u ced  w ith  co n f id en ce .  

T he  m o s t  p r o m is in g  le a d  s e e m s  to be  in  th e  A ra b ic  t r a d i t io n ,  a s  f a r  a s  

th e  co n v en tio n s  go. D enom y a l s o  b r in g s  f o r w a r d  N e o p la to n ism  and  the  

A r a b ic  m y s t i c  and  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r a d i t i o n s .

U n d e r ly in g  a l l  of the  c u r r e n t ly  m o s t  p o p u la r  t h e o r i e s  l i e s  a  s i m i 

l a r i t y  w h ich  c r i t i c s  h av e  ten d ed  to o v e r lo o k .  T h is  i s  a  c e r t a i n  d u a l i s m

^A. G. D enom y, "A n In q u iry  in to  th e  O r ig in s  of C o u r t ly  L ove , " 
M e d ie v a l  S tu d i e s , Vol. VI (1944), p. 91.

2
E t ie n n e  G ilso n , "S a in t B e r n a r d  e t  l ' a m o u r  c o u r to i s ,  " A ppend ice  

IV, L a  th é o lo g ie  de s a in t  B e r n a r d  ( P a r i s ,  1934), pp. 193-215.

3
S i l v e r s t e i n ,  p. 120.
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w h ich  u n d e r l i e s  a l l  of th e s e  su p p o se d  in f lu e n c e s .  S i l v e r s t e in  o b je c ts

to D e n o m y 's  t h e o r y  of N eo p la to n ic  in f lu en c e  by  say in g ,

E v e n  if  w e a r e  d is p o s e d  to  a c c e p t  i t s  r e le v a n c e  a s  the  f r a m e  w o rk  
of C o u r t ly  L o v e , i t  i s  d if f icu l t  in  s o m e  r e s p e c t s  to d is t in g u is h  f r o m  
the  A u g u s t in ia n  t r a d i t io n ;  and it p ro v id e s  i t s e l f  no b r id g e  f r o m  the 
h ig h  m e ta p h y s ic a l  r e a c h  of th a t  p h i lo so p h y  to  the  lo w e r  g ro u n d  of 
c a r n a l  h u m a n  lo v e .  It w ould  be  h a r d  in d eed  to  d i s c e r n  in  P lo t in u s  
h im s e l f ,  in  the  e x t r e m e  r e a l i s m  of the  de d iv is io n e  n a t u r a e , in  
A lb ig e n s ia n  o r  S u f is t  a s c e t i c i s m ,  o r  in  the  m e ta p h y s ic s  and   ̂
p sy ch o lo g y  a lo n e  of A v icen n a  a n y th in g  r e s u m b l in g  su ch  a  b r id g e .

A lthough  we m a y  n o te  th a t  su ch  a  b r id g e  is  in d eed  to be found in  the

fo u n ta in h e ad  of A lb ig e n s ia n is m  - -  M a n ic h a e i s m  - -  th e  q u e s t io n  of j u s t

how  th is  d u a l i s m  in f lu en c ed  c o u r t ly  love  (w h e th e r  a  f o r m  of M a n ic h a e is m

o r  not) i s  s t i l l  to  be  d e te r m in e d .

The p o in t  w h ich  is  c l e a r  in  a l l  of th is ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  th a t  h e r e  

a g a in  is  th a t  d u a l i s m  w hich , a s  L ove  jo y  h a s  show n in  th e  G r e a t  C hain  

of B e in g , i s  a  con tinuous  s t r a i n  th ro u g h o u t  the  M idd le  A g e s .  It h a s  tak en  

a  v e r y  s p e c ia l  f o r m ,  bu t h e r e  i t  is  in  c o u r t ly  lo v e :  the  lo v e r  id e a l iz in g  

h is  la d y ,  y e t  w ish in g  to p o s s e s s  h e r ;  the  lo v e r  w is h in g  to  l ie  b e s id e  

h is  la d y  and  c a r e s s  h e r ,  y e t  to r e f r a i n  f r o m  c o n su m m a tin g  h is  love ; 

the  id e a l iz a t io n  of a  code in  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  m o r a l i t y  of a  r e 

l ig io n  w h ich  m o s t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  p r o f e s s e d .  A n d re a s  show s th is  d u a l i ty  

in  h is  t r e a t i s e  on c o u r t ly  love  w hen  he sp e n d s  two b o o k s  d e s c r ib in g  and 

r e c o m m e n d in g  it ,  on ly  to r e j e c t  i t  c o m p le te ly  in  the  th i r d .  P a r t  of the  

p r o b le m  p e r h a p s  l i e s  in  the  fa c t  th a t  c o u r t ly  love  cou ld  be  a  d i f f e r e n t

^Ibid. , p. 118.
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th ing  to e ac h  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n .  F o r  one i t  could  be  th e  ch an n e l  fo r  w ha t 

w as  in  e s s e n c e  a  re l ig io u s  fee l in g ;  fo r  a n o th e r  i t  could  be  the i d e a l i z a 

t io n  of a n  u n r e s i s t e d  n a tu r a l  in s t in c t ;  fo r  a  th i r d  i t  cou ld  b e  a  p le a s a n t  

d iv e r s io n .

The m o s t  d e f in i te  c o n c lu s io n  w hich  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d  in  r e g a r d  to  

the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  is  th a t  it i s  ly r i c  in  e s s e n c e  a s  in  o r ig in .  The c o m 

p la in t  is  of the  v e r y  e s s e n c e  of c o u r t ly  s ty le .  F o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o s e s ,  

a s  the  e a r l i e s t  t r o u b a d o u r s  saw , the  lo v e r  m u s t  r e m a in  e v e r  u n s a t i s f ie d ,  

the  lad y  n e v e r  quite  a t ta in a b le .  The lad y  is  co n v en t io n a l iz e d  and  m is ty  

b e c a u s e  the  code is  e s s e n t i a l l y  p e r s o n a l  and  in w a r d - tu r n in g .  The su b je c t  

is  no t the  la d y  but th e  t r i a l s  and g row th  in  v i r t u e  and g e n t i l i ty  of the 

lo v e r .  It i s  no  a c c id e n t  th a t  i t  is  in  the  pool of N a r c i s s u s  th a t  G u il lau m e  

de L o r r i s ' s  D r e a m e r  f i r s t  s e e s  the  R o se  of h is  d e s i r e .

D ante in  the  D ivine C om edy  shows how  the  c o u r t ly  love  conven tion  

of the  p r o g r e s s  of the  lo v e r  in know ledge and  v i r t u e  c a n  be  u se d  to r e p 

r e s e n t  the  r e l ig io u s  p r o g r e s s  of the sou l.  B e c a u se  on i t s  h ig h e s t  le v e l  

c o u r t ly  love  h ad  a lw ay s  b e e n  a k ind  of s e c u la r i z e d  r e l ig io n ,  i t  s e r v e d  

a d m ir a b ly  fo r  th is .  The th r e e  e le m e n ts  w h ich  we h a v e  d is t in g u ish e d  in  

i t  could  a l l  s e r v e  th e  p u r p o s e :  the  ennobling  fo r c e  of th e  e m o tio n ,  the  

e le v a t io n  of the  loved  o b je c t ,  and  the c e a s e l e s s  y e a r n in g  of the  sou l u p 

w a rd .  G u il lau m e  de L o r r i s  a l s o  m ad e  an  a l l e g o r y  of th e  p r o g r e s s  of 

the  so u l ,  in  the R o m an ce  of the  R o s e ; b u t  th is  t im e  th e  p r o g r e s s  of the  

sou l is  to w a rd  the  m u n d an e  id e a l  of c o u r t ly  know ledge  and  e a r th ly  union
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w ith  the  R o se .  In b o th  c a s e s  the  m o v e m e n t  is  aw ay  f r o m  e x t e r i o r  a c t io n

f o r  i t s  own sa k e  to w a rd  th e  u se  of the  e x t e r i o r  a c t io n  a s  a  guide  to the

i n t e r i o r  p r o g r e s s  of the  sou l.  In th e s e  two p o e m s ,  the  p e r s o n a l ,  in w a rd

te n d en c y  w h ich  we h av e  d i s c e r n e d  in th e  c o u r t ly  co n v en tio n  r e a c h e s  i t s

c u lm in a t io n  in  two v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  w ay s .

R o b inson  n o te s  in  h is  in t r o d u c t io n  to  C h a u c e r ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  of

the  f i r s t  1700-odd l in e s  of the  R o m a n c e  th a t

the  o r ig in a l  R o m a n  . . .  of w h ich  a b o u t one th i r d  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  
in  the  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  p ro b a b ly  e x e r t e d  on C h a u c e r  a  m o r e  
la s t in g  an d  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  in f lu en ce  th an  an y  o th e r  w o rk  in  the  
v e r n a c u l a r  l i t e r a t u r e  of e i th e r  F r a n c e  o r  E ng lan d . ^

A s he  goes  on to s a y ,  th is  in f lu en ce  is  no t s u r p r i s i n g  in  v iew  of the 

fa c t  th a t  the  w o rk  h a d  h e ld  a  p la c e  of g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  in  F r e n c h  l i t e r a 

tu r e  fo r  two h u n d re d  y e a r s .

G u il la u m e  p ro b a b ly  b e g an  th e  w o rk  a b o u t  1237, and , though  

c r i t i c s  once b e l ie v e d  th a t  it  w as  r e l a t i v e ly  o b s c u r e  u n ti l  J e a n  de Me un 

con tinued  it  a b o u t  1277, i t  a p p a r e n t ly  w a s  p o p u la r  f r o m  th e  beg in n in g .

A s R o b in so n  n o te s ,  the  de L o r r i s  s e c t io n  of the  R o m a n c e  of th e  R o se

2
" s e t  the  fa s h io n  f o r  n u m b e r l e s s  a l l e g o r i c a l  lo v e - v i s  io n s .  "

When J e a n  took  up the  w o rk ,  h e  c o n tin u ed  in  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

s p i r i t .  In h is  long  co n tin u a tio n ,  J e a n  u s e d  the  w o rk  a s  the  v e h ic le ,  

a s  R o b in so n  s a y s ,  "of an  e la b o r a te  t r e a t i s e  on th e  l i fe  and  though t of

^Robinson,  p. 564.

^Ibid.
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the  a g e .  It i s  i n s t r u c t iv e  of the  chang ing  po in t of v iew  of the  t im e s  

th a t  J e a n  sh o u ld  hav e  u se d  G u i l la u m e 's  f r a g i l e  a l l e g o r y  in  su ch  a  w ay , 

and  m u c h  m o r e  i n s t r u c t iv e  th a t  the  l a t e r  r e p u ta t io n  of the  w o rk  w as  due 

ch ie f ly  to  J e a n ' s  co n tin u a tio n .  By the  b eg in n in g  of th e  fo u r te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  

a  new , m o r e  s k e p t ic a l  and  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  t r a d i t io n  w as  in t ru d in g  ev en  

in to  c o u r t ly  l i t e r a t u r e ,  j u s t  a s  J e a n ,  ' th e  V o l ta i re  of the  t h i r t e e n th  

c e n tu r y ,  ' h a d  e n t e r e d  the  f a i ry la n d  G a rd e n  of the R o se .  T he a p p e a l  

of th e  o ld  t r a d i t i o n  did  n o t  d ie  out: of the  t h r e e  e x ta n t  f r a g m e n t a r y  

t r a n s l a t i o n s  of the  R o m a n ce  of the  R o s e , f o r  e x a m p le ,  the  one b y  C h a u c e r  

is  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  of the  f i r s t  h a l f  of the  o r ig in a l  w o rk . B ut by  the  f o u r 

te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  the  id e a l iz e d  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t i o n  e x is te d  b e s id e ,  and  s o m e 

t im e s  c la s h e d  w ith , an  a s s e r t i v e  r e a l i s m .



C H A P T E R  X

T H E  P O P U L A R  TRADITION

W om en jo u r n e y  b y  w id e ly  d i f f e r in g  w a y s ,  b u t  w h a te v e r  w ind ings  th e y  
m a y  w a n d e r ,  and  th ro u g h  h o w e v e r  m a n y  t r a c k l e s s  re g io n s  th ey  m a y  
t r a v e l ,  t h e r e  is  on ly  one o u t le t ,  one goa l of a l l  t h e i r  t r a i l s ,  one  ̂
c ro w n  and c o m m o n  g ro u n d  of a l l  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  - -  w ic k e d n e s s .

O W icke t w e m e n ,  w ilfu l l ,  and  v a r i a b le ,  
r i c h t f a l s ,  f ic k le ,  f e l l ,  and  f r iv o lu s ,

Dowgit, d isp y tfu l l ,  d o u r ,  an d  d i s s a v a b le ,
Vnkynd, e r e  w a l l ,  c u r s t ,  and  c o v e t tu s ,
O u ir l i c h t  of l a i t i s ,  un ie  i l l ,  and  l i c h e r u s ,

T u r n i t  f r a  t r e w th ,  and  t a i c l i t  w ith  t r e i c h e r y ,
V n fe rm e  of fa i th ,  fu l f i l l i t  of fe l lo n y !  . . . ^

T h ey  a r e  a l l  c r a z y  an d  fu l l  of f l e a s ,  the  w o m en . ^

T h e r e  i s  an  in e v i ta b le  d if f icu l ty  in  a t te m p t in g  to c l a s s i f y  l i t e r a 

tu r e ,  in  m ak in g  w ha t m u s t  b e  in  the  f in a l  a n a ly s i s  a r b i t r a r y  d iv is io n s  in  

t e r m s  of m a t t e r ,  f o r m ,  c h ro n o lo g y , and  so  on. W r i t e r s  tend  to  u se

^ W a lte r  M ap, De N ugis  C u r ia l iu m  ( C o u r t i e r ' s  T r i f l e s ) , t r a n s .  
F r e d e r i c k  T u p p e r  8t M. B. Ogle (N. Y. : M a c m il la n ,  1924), p. 193.

2
S e c u la r  L y r i c s  of the  XlVth and  XVth C e n t u r i e s , ed. R o s s  e l l  

H . R obbins  (Oxford, 1952), p. 225.

3
L . B. A lb e r t i ,  Ope r e  v o lg a r i .  Vol. I, p . 43: 'T u t te  sono  p a z z e  e 

p ie n e  di p u lc i ,  le  f e m m in e .  ' Q uoted  in  M a u r ic e  V a len cy , In P r a i s e  of 
L ove (N. Y. : M a c m il la n ,  1958), p. 3.

218
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th e  f o r m  w hich  s u i t s  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  p u rp o s e  and to  ad ap t  it to  f i t  t h e i r  

p u r p o s e .

The d iv is io n  b e tw ee n  c o u r t ly  and p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e  now s e e m s  

m o r e  a r t i f i c i a l  th a n  it once did . In the  f i r s t  p la c e ,  a  w r i t e r  in  the  c o u r t ly  

t r a d i t io n  m a k in g  l y r i c s  e x a lt in g  h is  lad y  to  the  s k ie s  m a y  tu r n  a ro u n d  

and  b l a s t  the  r e s t  of h e r  s e x  l ik e  a  s e c u l a r  J e r o m e .  P e t r a r c h ,  fo r  e x 

a m p le ,  saw  a p p a r e n t ly  no c o n tra d ic t io n  in  a t t r ib u t in g  a l l  of h is  g lo ry  

and  v i r tu e  to  L a u r a  on the one h an d , w h ile  e l s e w h e r e  p r e s e n t in g  h im s e l f  

a s  the  t r a d i t io n a l  a n t i f e m in is t :

F o e m in a  . . . v e r u s  e s t  d iabo lux , h o s t i s  p a c i s ,  fons im p a t ie n t ia e ,  
m a t e r i a  j u r g o r u m ,  quâ c a r u i s s e  t r a n q u i l l i t a s  c e r t a  e s t .  1

B e s id e s  the  w r i t e r  h im s e l f ,  the  c o u r t ly  a u d ie n c e  a lso  d id  no t

r e s t r i c t  i t s e l f  to the  l i t e r a t u r e  w ith in  w ha t h a s  com e to  be c a l le d  the

'c o u r t ly '  t r a d i t io n .  B e d ie r ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  found and w as  p u z z le d  by  the

f a c t  th a t  c o u r t ly  a u d ie n c e s  h e a r d  and v a s t ly  en jo y ed  the  m o s t  v u lg a r

fa b l ia u x .  The su g g e s t io n  h a s  ev en  b e en  pu t f o r w a r d  r e c e n t ly  th a t  m a n y

of the  fa b l ia u x  w h ich  h ave  su rv iv e d  w e re  w r i t t e n  by  c o u r t  p o e ts  s p e c i -

2
f ic a l ly  f o r  a  c o u r t ly  au d ien c e .

T enuous  and u n re w a rd in g  though i t  m a y  s e e m ,  p e rh a p s  th e  b e s t  

w ay  we can  d is t in g u is h  b e tw een  the  two t r a d i t io n s  i s  to  po in t out th a t  

the  one h a s  i t s  o r ig in  and  f i r s t  a u d ien c e s  in  the  c o u r t s ,  w h e r e a s  the

^ P e t r a r c h ,  E p is t .  sen . , Vol. XIV, p. 3. Q uoted in  V a len cy , p. 3. 

2
See P e r  N y k ro g , L es  F a b l ia u x :  E tude  d 'h i s t o i r e  l i t e r a l  r e  e t  de 

s ty l i s t iq u e  m e d ie v a le  (Copenhagen: E i n a r  M u n k sg a a rd ,  1957).
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o th e r  o r ig in a te d  e l s e w h e r e  - - i n  s e r m o n  e x e m p la ,  p o p u la r  t a l e s ,  and  so  

on. D iff icu lt  a s  it  is  to a t t e m p t  to s o r t  out the s t r a n d s  of l i t e r a r y  a n t i -  

f e m in is m ,  e s p e c ia l l y  a s  th e y  a r e  en tw ined  w ith  th e  c l e r i c a l  t r a d i t io n ,  

the  t a s k  is  m a d e  e a s i e r  by  the f a c t  th a t  in  th is  t r a d i t io n ,  a s  in  the  c o u r t ly  

one , the  v i s ib le  f o r m a l  b e g in n in g s  a r e  in  the  e le v e n th  and  tw e lf th  c e n tu r ie s .

H is to r i a n s  have  long p o in ted  to the d i s o r d e r  and  d e so la t io n  of the  

te n th  c e n tu r y  and h ave  c a l le d  i t  so m e th in g  l ik e  the  n a d i r  of the  h u m a n  

in te l l e c t .  T h ro u g h o u t th is  p e r io d  the  m e n  f r o m  th e  N o r th  ra id e d  t h r o u g h 

out E u r o p e .  C o n s tan t  c iv i l  s t r i f e  w ith in  the  c o u n t r i e s  of W e s te r n  E u ro p e  

coup led  w ith  a t ta c k s  f r o m  w ith o u t b ro u g h t  g e n e r a l  know ledge  and  e d u c a 

t io n  to  p e r h a p s  i t s  lo w e s t  p o in t in  the  C h r i s t i a n  e r a .  A lthough  th e r e  qu ite  

p ro b a b ly  r e m a in e d  an  o r a l  t r a d i t io n ,  the  w r i t in g s  w h ich  s u rv iv e  f r o m  

th is  p e r io d  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  r e l ig io u s .  F r o m  w h a t s u r v iv e s  f r o m  Old 

E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  i t  s e e m s  th a t  th e  d e a th  of A lf r e d  in  

901 c an  b e  ta k e n  a s  the  end of the  f lo u r ish in g  of th e  Old E n g l ish  p o e t ic  

t r a d i t io n .   ̂ V e ry  often  w ha t h a s  s u rv iv e d  f r o m  th is  p e r io d  is  a  r e t e l l in g  

of a n  e a r l i e r  w o rk . We m a y  f ind  s a in t s '  l iv e s  in  th i s  c e n tu ry  in F r a n c e ,  

b u t  a c c o r d in g  to  N itze  and  o t h e r s ,  the  e p ic ,  l ik e  th e  c h an so n  de g e s t e ,

w as  th e  im m e d ia te  p ro d u c t  of the w a r l ik e  co n d it io n s  of the  e le v e n th  
and  tw e lf th  c e n tu r ie s  in  F r a n c e  . . . .  2

^John  S. W es tlak e ,  " F r o m  A lf r e d  to the  C o n q u es t ,  " C a m b r id g e  
H is to r y  of E n g l is h  L i t e r a t u r e , Vol. I, p. 119ff.

2
W il l ia m  A. N itze  and  E .  P r e s t o n  D a rg a n ,  A  H is to r y  of F r e n c h  

L i t e r a t u r e  (3 rd  ed . ; New Y ork : H e n ry  H olt & C o . ,  1938), p. 20.
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We m ig h t  fe e l  th a t  th e  e m e r g e n c e  of th e  v a r io u s  ty p es  of l i t e r a 

t u r e  in the  e le v e n th  c e n tu r y  w as  due r a t h e r  to  the  i n c r e a s e d  s ta b i l i ty  

of th e  p e r io d ,  b u t  w h a te v e r  the  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  phen o m en o n , i t  is  t r u e  

th a t  no t only  the  p r o v e n ç a l  l y r i c  bu t v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of the  m o s t  c h a r a c t e r i s 

t i c  l i t e r a r y  ty p e s  of th e  l a t e r  M iddle  A g es  r e c e iv e d  th e i r  b a s ic  f o r m s  in  

the  e le v e n th  and  tw e lf th  c e n tu r i e s .  T he  o b je c t io n  m a y  be m ad e  th a t  th e r e  

i s ,  e v en  in  the  te n th  c e n tu ry ,  e v id en ce  of a  co n tin u in g  t r a d i t io n  of h e r o ic  

l i t e r a t u r e  w h ich  the  ep ic  and  the  c h an so n  de  g e s te  d re w  upon in  the 

fo llow ing  c e n tu r y ,  and  th is  is  p ro b a b ly  t r u e .  T h e r e  a r e  r a r e l y  th e s e  

v e r y  r ig id  d i s t in c t io n s  e v id en t  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e ;  so m e th in g  i s  a lw ay s  

b ro u g h t  f r o m  the  t im e  b e f o r e .  H o w ev e r ,  the  w r i t t e n  f o r m s  a s  w e know 

th e m  e m e r g e d  in  the  e le v e n th  and  tw e lf th  c e n tu r i e s .

C e r ta in ly  s e c u l a r  a n t i f e m in is t  s a t i r e  in  a  f o r m a l  s e n s e  s e e m s  to 

h a v e  e m e r g e d  a t  th is  t im e ;  and  i t  is  to  th i s  p o r t io n  of the  p o p u la r  t r a d i 

t io n  th a t  th is  c h a p te r  w il l  d i r e c t  i t s e l f .  It i s  in t e r e s t i n g  to  s p e c u la te  

on  the  in f lu en c e  of J e r o m e ' s  e p is t le  A g a in s t  J o v in ia n  in  th is  m u l t i p l i 

c a t io n  and  f o r m a l i z a t i o n  of a n t i f e m in is t  s a t i r e .  T he  p e r io d  w h ich  saw  

th e  r i s e  of l i t e r a r y  (as o p p o sed  to c l e r i c a l )  a n t i f e m in is m  a ls o  saw  the  

i n c r e a s in g  u s e  of J e r o m e ' s  e p is t le  a m o n g  th e o lo g ia n s .  P h i l ip  D e lhaye  

n o te s  th a t ,  f r o m  the  f if th  c e n tu r y  u n t i l  th e  p e r io d  of the S choo lm en ,

d 'u n e  fa ç o n  gé’n ^ r a l e  le s  o e u v re s  de s a i n t  J é r ô m e  so n t  so u v en t  
m e n tio n d ’e s  à  c e t te  époque . . . .  E n  g é n é r a l  cep en d an t c e s  é c r i t s  
ne  p r ê t e n t  p a s  a u  d o s s i e r  a n t i - m a t r i m o n i a l  de  s a in t  J é x 6 m e
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l ' a t t e n t i o n  que lu i d o n n e ro n t  n o m b re  de thë"ologiens e t  de l i t t e r a t e u r s  
to u t  a u  c o u r s  du  XII® s i è c le .  ^

P e r h a p s  th is  g ro w th  in  the p o p u la r i ty  of the e p is t le  co u p led  w ith  the

g ro w th  of f o r m a l  a n t i f e m in is m  is  l e s s  a  m a t t e r  of the  in f lu en ce  of the

one on the  o th e r  th an  i t  is j u s t  a n o th e r  in s ta n c e  of w r i t e r s  in the  g r a s p

of a  p e r v a s iv e  fee l in g  m ak in g  u se  of the  m a t e r i a l  a l r e a d y  a t  hand . At

any  r a t e  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  of the  g r e a t e s t  of a l l  th e o lo g ia n s  m a d e  u se  of

the  e s s a y .

T h e s e  th r e e  w e re  A b e la r d  in  h is  H i s to r i a  c a l a m i t a tu m , P e t e r  

L o m b a rd  in  h is  S e n te n t ia e , and  St. T h o m as  A qu inas  in  h is  S um m a 

T h e o lo g ia e . H e r e ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  i s  St. T h o m as  on th e  q u e s t io n  of 

w h e th e r  a d u l t e r y  is  only  a  s p e c ie s  of lu s t .  In h is  s e c o n d  o b je c t io n  he 

n o te s  th a t

. . . J e r o m e  s a y s :  'I t  m a t t e r s  no t f o r  w ha t r e a s o n  a  m a n  b e h av e s  
a s  one d e m e n te d .  H ence  S ix tus  the  P y th a g o re a n  s a y s  in  h is  M ax im s:  
He th a t  i s  in s a t ia b le  of h i s  w ife  is  an  a d u l t e r e r ,  ' and  in  l ik e  m a n 
n e r  one who is  o v e r  e n a m o u r e d  of any  w om an . Now e v e r y  kind of 
l u s t  in c lu d e s  a  too a r d e n t  lo v e .  T h e r e f o r e  a d u l t e r y  is  in  e v e r y  
k in d  of lu s t :  and  c o n se q u e n t ly  i t  shou ld  no t be  r e c k o n e d  a  s p e c ie s  
of lu s t .  ^

H is  r e p ly  to  th e  o b jec t io n  s u m s  up the  t r a d i t io n a l  th o u g h t on the  m a t t e r :

M a t r im o n y  is  s p e c ia l ly  o rd a in e d  f o r  the good of h u m a n  o ff sp r in g  
. . . .  B ut a d u l t e r y  is  s p e c ia l ly  o pposed  to  m a t r im o n y ,  in the po in t

^ P h i l ip  D e lhaye , "L e  D o s s i e r  A n t i - M a t r im o n ia l  de I 'A d v e rs u s  
Jo v in ia n u m  e t  Son In fluence  s u r  Q u e lq u es  É^crits du  XII® S ièc le ,  " M ed iev a l  
S tu d ie s , XIII (1951), p . 71.

2
St. T h o m as  A q u in as ,  S u m m a  T h e o lo g ic a ,  t r a n s .  by  F a t h e r s  of the  

E n g l ish  D o m in ic a n  P r o v in c e  (2nd ed . r e v .  ; London: B a r n e s ,  O a tes  & 
W a sh b o u rn e ,  1937), Vol. XIII, pp. 150-51.
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of b re a k in g  the  m a r r i a g e  fa i th  w hich  is  due b e tw e e n  h u sb an d  and 
w ife . And s in c e  the  m a n  who is  too a r d e n t  a  l o v e r  of h is  w ife a c t s  
c o u n te r  to  the good of m a r r i a g e  if he  u s e s  h e r  in d e c e n t ly ,  though 
he be no t unfa ith fu l, he  m a y  in  a  s e n s e  be c a l le d  a n  a d u l t e r e r ;  and^ 
ev en  m o r e  so than  he th a t  is  too  a r d e n t  a  lo v e r  of a n o th e r  w om an .

T h is  p o in t of v iew  s e e m s  i l lu m in a t in g  w hen ap p l ie d  to the c a s u a l - 

n e s s  w ith  w h ich  w r i t e r s ,  bo th  c o u r t ly  and p o p u la r ,  r e f e r  to  a d u l te ry .

In the  r i g o r i s t i c  v iew  of the  A u g u s t in ian  t r a d i t io n ,  th e  m a r r i a g e  ac t  

fa i ls  to be a  s in  only  w hen i t  is  indu lged  in w ithou t undue p a s s io n  and  

fo r  the  s p e c if ic  p u rp o s e  of p r o c r e a t io n .  G iving f r e e  r e in  to  o n e 's  p a s s io n s  

is  a  s in  w ith in  the  m a r r i a g e  a s  w e l l  a s  w ithout. Indulging in  the  a c t  fo r  

the  s e n s u a l  p l e a s u r e  of it  i s  a d u l te r y  even  if  the  p a r t n e r  is  o n e 's  w ife .

In fa c t ,  s a y s  St. T h o m a s ,  the  h u sb an d  who u s e s  h is  w ife  so  is  even  

m o re  of a n  a d u l t e r e r  " th an  he th a t  is  too a r d e n t  a  l o v e r  of a n o th e r

I I

A d o c t r in e  so  r ig o r o u s  w as  obv ious ly  to b e  fo llow ed  only  by the  

s t r o n g e s t  of b e l i e v e r s .  A ll o th e r s  m u s t  in e v i ta b ly  f a l l  aw ay  to  so m e  

ex ten t b e c a u s e  of the p o w e r  of the  em o tio n s .  (A ugustine  saw  th is  w e a k 

n e s s  c l e a r ly  w hen  he  c o n je c tu re d  th a t  the  n u m b e r  to  be  sav e d  m ig h t  be  

as  s m a l l  a s  one in  100, 000). T he  co n seq u en ce  s e e m s  to  h av e  b e en  th a t  

the d o c t r in e s  of h u m a n  love , b o th  in c o u r t ly  and  p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

evo lved  w ith  c u r io u s ly  l i t t l e  r e f e r e n c e  to C h u rch  d o c t r in e .  W hen th a t  

d o c tr in e  w as  r e f e r r e d  to , the c h a llen g e  of th is  l i t e r a r y  one could  be

^ I b id . , p. 152.
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quite  a p p a r e n t ,  a s  in  th e  s c e n e  in  w hich  the V is c o u n t  r e m o n s t r a t e s  w ith

A u c a s s in ,  say in g ,

. . . w ha t p r o f i t  w ould  you h a v e ,  had  you b e c o m e  h e r  lo v e r ,  and  
ta k e n  h e r  to y o u r  b e d ?  L i t t le  enough w ould b e  y o u r  g a in  t h e r e f r o m ,  
f o r  y o u r  sou l would l ie  to r m e n te d  in H ell a l l  the  days  of a l l  t im e ,  
so  th a t  to  P a r a d i s e  n e v e r  shou ld  you win.

A u c a s s i n 's  a n s w e r  r e p r e s e n t s  the  cha llenge  p o se d ,  u s u a l ly  only im p l ic i t ly ,

in  the  d o c t r in e s  of p a s s io n a te  love :

In P a r a d i s e  w ha t h av e  I to  d o ?  I c a r e  no t to  e n t e r ,  b u t  only  to  h a v e  
N ic o le t te ,  m y  v e r y  s w e e t  f r i e n d ,  w hom  I lo v e  so  d e a r ly  w e ll .  F o r  
in to  P a r a d i s e  go none b u t  s u c h  peop le  a s  I w i l l  t e l l  you  of. T h e r e  
go th o s e  ag ed  p r i e s t s ,  and  th o s e  old c r ip p le s ,  a n d  the  m a im e d ,  
who a l l  day  long and  a l l  n ig h t  cough b e fo re  th e  a l t a r s ,  and in  the  
c ry p ts  b e n e a th  the  c h u r c h e s ;  th o se  who go in  w o rn  old m a n t le s  and  
o ld  t a t t e r e d  h a b i t s ;  who a r e  n ak ed , and b a r e f o o t ,  and  fu ll  of s c o r e s ;  
who a r e  dying of h u n g e r  and  of t h i r s t ,  of co ld  an d  of w r e tc h e d n e s s .  
Such  a s  th e s e  e n t e r  in  P a r a d i s e ,  and w ith  th e m  h av e  I nought to  do.
But in  H e l l  w il l  I go. F o r  to H e l l  go the  f a i r  c l e r k s  and  the f a i r  
k n ig h ts  who a r e  s la in  in  the  to u rn e y  and th e  g r e a t  w a r s ,  and the  
s to u t  a r c h e r  and  th e  lo y a l  m a n .  With th e m  w il l  I go. And th e r e  
go the  f a i r  and  c o u r te o u s  l a d ie s ,  who h av e  f r i e n d s ,  two o r  t h r e e ,  
to g e th e r  w ith  t h e i r  w edded  l o r d s .  And t h e r e  p a s s  the  gold and  the  
s i l v e r ,  th e  e r m in e  and a l l  r i c h  f u r s , h a r p e r s  an d  m i n s t r e l s ,  and  
th e  h ap p y  of the  w o r ld .  W ith  th e s e  w il l  I go, so  only  I h av e  N ic o le t te ,  
m y  v e r y  sw e e t  f r i e n d ,  by  m y  s id e .  ^

A s m ig h t  be  e x p ec te d  of l i t e r a t u r e  s te m m in g  d i r e c t ly  f r o m  C h u rc h  

t r a d i t io n ,  s t r i c t l y  a n t i f e m in is t  l i t e r a t u r e  m a d e  no  s u c h  d i r e c t  c h a l len g e  

to  o r th o d o x y . The e p is t le  c a l le d  The A dv ice  o f  V a le r iu s  to Ruffinus 

th e  P h i lo s o p h e r  not to M a r r y  is  an  e x am p le  of a  p a m p h le t  w hich  h ad  

g r e a t  p o p u la r i ty  and w hich  w as  b a s e d  on J e r o m e ' s  e p i s t l e  A g a in s t  J  ov in  - 

ian . In f a c t  i t  w as  o ften  c i r c u la t e d  u n d e r  J e r o m e ' s  n a m e .  In h is  c o l le c t io n

^ A u c a s s in  and  N ic o le t t e , t r a n s .  E u g en e  M aso n  (N. Y. : E . P .  
D utton , 1958), pp . 6 -7 .
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c a l le d  C o u r t i e r ' s  T r i f l e s , W a l te r  M ap r e p r in t e d  the e p is t l e  a n d  c la im e d  

i t  f o r  h is  own. T h e r e  s e e m s  l i t t l e  r e a s o n  to  doubt the  c la im .

L ike  J e r o m e ,  M ap b e g in s  w ith  th e  e x am p le  of E v e ;  h e  th e n  tu rn s

f i r s t  to  the  t r a d i t io n a l  e x am p le  of B a th sh e b a ,  and seco n d  to  J e r o m e ' s

e x am p le  of So lom on . Into h is  e x am p le  of S o lom on, h o w e v e r ,  b e g in  to

c r e e p  m o r e  c l a s s i c a l  a n a lo g ie s  th an  J e r o m e  would h av e  a l lo w ed  h im s e l f .

A t l a s t ,  h a v in g  bow ed h is  knee  to  B a a l ,  he  w as  d e g ra d e d  f r o m  a 
p r i e s t  of th e  L o r d  to  a  l im b  of the  d e v i l ,  so  th a t  he  s e e m e d  to  be 
t h r u s t  o v e r  a  y e t  g r e a t e r  p r e c ip ic e  th a n  P h o e b u s ,  w ho, a f t e r  
P h a e to n 's  fa l l ,  w as  changed  f r o m  the  A pollo  of J o v e  in to  the  
s h e p h e rd  of A d m e tu s .  ^

It is  no t th a t  c l a s s i c a l  a l lu s io n s  do no t a p p e a r  in J e r o m e ' s  w o rk ,  bu t

he w as  too c lo s e  to the  pagan  t im e  to  be ab le  so  c a s u a l ly  to  m a k e  such

an  a n a lo g y .  We r e m e m b e r  h is  r e n u n c ia t io n  of C ic e ro  and  the  o th e r

c l a s s i c a l  w r i t e r s .

W h e r e a s  J e r o m e  p a s s e d  f r o m  S o lo m o n 's  e x am p le  to  c i t in g  B ib l ic a l  

t e x ts  in  s u p p o r t  of h is  th e s i s .  M ap p a s s e s  on to c it ing  p a g a n  e x a m p le s :

L u c r e t i a  and  P e n e lo p e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  Sabine w o m e n , h av e  
b o rn e  a lo f t  the  b a n n e r s  of m o d e s ty  a n d  th ey  h av e  b ro u g h t  b a c k  
t ro p h ie s  w ith  b u t  few  in  th e i r  fo llow ing . F r i e n d ,  t h e r e  is  now 
no L u c r e t i a ,  no P e n e lo p e ,  no S ab ine  w om an . F e a r  a l l  th e  s ex .  ^

The a u th o r  r e f e r s  to  th e  s to r i e s  of J u p i t e r  and E u ro p a ,  of P h o e b u s  and

L e u c o th o e ,  an d  of M a r s  and V enus . A m o r e  s e c u l a r  s p i r i t  h a s  c r e p t

into t r a d i t io n a l  a n t i f e m in is m .  W h e re a s  i t  w as n a tu r a l  f o r  th e  m onks

and  the  p r e a c h e r s  to  r e f e r  to S a m so n  and  D e li lah  w hen i l l u s t r a t i n g  how

^Walter Map, p. 186.  ^Ibid.
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e v en  the  s t ro n g  can  be  b ro u g h t  to ru in  by  a  w om an , M ap r e f e r s  to  the

s to r y  of H e r c u le s  and  D e ia n i r a .  It is  t r u e  th a t  th e  w o rk  m a y  h a v e  b e en

a  sc h o o l  e x e r c i s e ,  and  th is  w ould  a c c o u n t  f o r  the  n u m e ro u s  c l a s s i c a l

r e f e r e n c e s ;  bu t i t  w ould  not a cco u n t  f o r  i ts  p o p u la r i ty .  W h e re a s  the

w ho le  of the  C o u r t i e r ' s  T r i f l e s  does  no t s e e m  to  hav e  b e e n  w id e ly  known

u n ti l  a f t e r  the  M iddle  A g e s ,   ̂ M ap p ro u d ly  r e f e r s  to the  p o p u la r i ty  of

th is  e p i s t l e  in  r e p ro d u c in g  it.

E v e n  the  p o p u la r  a n t i f e m in is t  s a t i r e s  g e n e r a l ly  s ta y e d  c l o s e r  to

th e  c l e r i c a l  t r a d i t io n  th an  th is  e p i s t l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  and M ap f e e l s  im p e l le d

a t  the  end  of the  w o rk  to defend  h is  u s e  of p a g a n  e x a m p le s :

I know  the  s u p e r s t i t io n  of the  h e a th e n ;  b u t  e v e r y  one of G o d 's  c r e a 
tu r e s  fu r n i s h e th  s o m e  h o n o u ra b le  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  w hence  He h im s e l f  
is  c a l le d  l io n ,  o r  s e r p e n t ,  o r  r a m .  T h e  u n be liev ing  p e r f o r m  v e r y  
m a n y  th in g s  p e r v e r s e l y ;  n e v e r th e l e s s  th e y  do so m e  th in g s  w hich , 
a l th o u g h  b a r r e n  in  t h e i r  c a s e ,  w ould  be  o u rs  b r in g  fo r th  f r u i t  a b u n 
d a n t ly .  ^

T he c lo se  of the  e p i s t l e  r e f e r s  the  r e a d e r  b a c k  to J e r o m e ' s  e s s a y :

B u t,  to  s u p p o r t  b e l ie f  in  m y  w o rd s  b y  th e  te s t im o n y  of the  a n c ie n ts ,  
r e a d  the  A u re o lu x  . . .  of T h e o p h r a s tu s  and  the  s to r y  of J a s o n 's  
M ed e a ,  and  th o u  w ilt  find  a lm o s t  n o th in g  im p o s s ib le  to  a  w o m an . ^

T h is  A u re o lu s  m u s t  r e f e r  to  the  long  q u o ta t io n  f r o m  T h e o p h ra s tu s  in

J e r o m e ' s  e p i s t l e ;  in  in t ro d u c in g  the p a s s a g e ,  J e r o m e  h a d  s a id  th a t  the

b o o k  f r o m  w hich  i t  w as  tak en . On M a r r i a g e , w as  "w o r th  i t s  w e ig h t  in  gold. "

^M. R. J a m e s ,  ed. , P r e f a c e  to : W a l te r  M ap, De N ugis  C u r ia l iu m  
("A n ecd o ta  O x o n ien s ia ,  " S e r ie s  IV, P a r t  XIV; O xford, 1914), x iv  e t  seq .

2 3
W a lte r  M ap , p . 194. Ib id . , p . 196.
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The p a s s a g e  f r o m  T h e o p h ra s tu s ,  quo ted  in  C h a p te r  VI a b o v e ,  s u p 

p l ied  a l i s t  of w o m e n 's  f a u l t s  w h ich  w as c o n s id e ra b ly  a u g m en ted  in  the  

l a t e r  M iddle  A ges . If the  p a s s a g e  w a s , as  M ap s e e m s  to im p ly ,  e x c e rp te d  

f r o m  the  r e s t  of the e p is t l e  A g a in s t  Jo v in ia n  (and th is  i s  the on ly  p la c e  

we know  w h e re  i t  could be  found), th is  is  only  m o r e  p ro o f  of the  g row ing  

p o p u la r i ty  of th a t  e p is t le  and i t s  c o n te n t s .

O w st no tes  th a t  w ith  th is  ou tg row th  of a n t i f e m in is m ,  "we a r e  c o n 

c e rn e d  w ith  a n o th e r  l i t e r a r y  co n ce it  th a t  s p r in g s  d i r e c t  f r o m  the  p r e a c h e r s .  " 

The r e a s o n  w hich he  g ives  fo r  i ts  p o p u la r i ty  is  i l lu m in a t in g :

T o  the  v a s t  m a s s  of the  m id d le  and lo w e r  o r d e r s ,  f o r  w hom  no 
r o m a n t ic  m i n s t r e l s y  h a d  p ro y id ed  a  c h iv a l ro u s  id e a l ,  the  p u lp i t ,  
t h e i r  one o r a c le  of l e a r n in g  and r e f in e m e n t ,  p r e s e n te d  a  p ic tu r e  
of w om anhood , i l l - b a la n c e d ,  in deed , b u t  s u f f ic ie n t ly  r e a l i s t i c  and 
l iv e ly  to  ap p ea l  to the  la y  m ind . Thus e a r l y  t h e r e  g re w  up  in  p o p u la r  
v e r s e  a  t r a d i t io n a l  s a t i r e ,  h a l f -c o m ic ,  h a l f - t r a g i c ,  f r o m  w hich  
n e i th e r  the  g r e a t e s t  of m e d ie v a l  E n g l ish  p o e ts  n o r  the g r e a t e s t  of 
a l l  o u r  d r a m a t i s t s  cou ld  e sc a p e  in  t h e i r  day , and  one th a t  s tu b b o rn ly  
p e r s i s t s  th ro u g h  the  l i t e r a t u r e  of fo llow ing c e n tu r ie s  to th a t  of 
m o d e rn  t im e s .  ^

A n t i fe m in is t  w r i t e r s ,  fo llowing the  p r e a c h e r s ,  a t t r ib u te d  to 

w o m en  a l l  of the s in s  p o s s ib le ,  a s  w ell as  s o m e  u n avo idab le  n a tu r a l  

d e fe c t s .  The p ro b le m  w ith  th is  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  n o t  to  find  enough m a t e r i a l ;  

r a t h e r  i t  is  th a t  th e r e  i s  an  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  of r i c h e s .  P e r h a p s  the  v a r io u s  

th e m e s  m a y  be  d i s c u s s e d  b e s t  by  r e f e r r i n g  th e m  to  the  p u lp it  d i a t r ib e s .

O w st l i s t s  f ive  of the  m o s t  co m m o n  c a te g o r ie s  of p u lp it  c h a rg e s  a g a in s t  

w om en , the  f i r s t  be ing  t h e i r  fo o l i sh n e s s .

^G. R. O w st, L i t e r a t u r e  and P u lp i t  in  M ed iev a l  E ng land  (2nd ed. 
r e v .  *, New York: B a r n e s  and  N oble , 1961), p. 377.
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' " F o o l i s h ,  n o te s  O w st, " is  p e rh a p s  the  c o m m o n e s t  of a l l  e p i th e ts

to be h u r l e d  a t  the sex ,  w hen  the  p u lp it  t u r n s  to  d en o u n ce  i t .  In the

s a m e  v e in  - -  th is  t im e  in  r e g a r d  to  F r e n c h  p o e t ic  s a t i r e s  of the  l a t e r

M iddle A g es  - -  T h eo d o re  Neff c o m m e n ts .

Le d e g r ^  de stupidité" attribué"" aux  f e m m e s  e s t  quelque  ch o se  de 
r e m a r q u a b le .  On le s  r e p r é s e n t e  c o m m e  v o l t ig e a n t  ca  e t la  e t  
to m b a n t  in s o u c ia m m e n t ,  é"tourdim ent, dans  le s  d a n g e r s  p lus  
r e d o u ta b le s ,  %, l a  m a n iè r e  d es  p ap il lo n s  qui s e  fon t b r i l l e r  le s  
a i l e s  d an s  la  f la m m e  d 'u n e  bougie  . . . . ^

W hile  O w st ta k e s  m a n y  of h is  p u lp i t  e x a m p le s  f r o m  the  S u m m a  

P r e d i c a n t i u m , a  f o u r t e e n th - c e n tu r y  c o l le c t io n  of e x e m p la  by  the  D o m in i 

can  p r i e s t  J o h n  B r o m y a r d ,  p a r a l l e l  t a le s  m a y  b e  found in the  s e c u l a r  

c o l le c t io n s  of t a l e s ,  the  m o s t  fa m o u s  of w h ich  a r e  th e  D e c a m e ro n  and  

the  C a n te r b u r y  T a l e s . A n o th e r  p o p u la r  c o l le c t io n  is  th e  C ent N o u v e lle s  

N o u v e l le s ,  a  c o l le c t io n  w h ich  is  c o m p o sed  of t a l e s  w h ich , a lthough  th ey  

w e re  c o l le c te d  in the  f i f te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  m a y  be  show n  to  h av e  a n a lo g u e s  

th ro u g h o u t  the  M iddle  A g es .

One of the  ta le s  in  the  C ent N o u v e lle s  N o u v e l le s  h a s  m a n y  a n a lo g u e s  

am ong  t a l e s  i l lu s t r a t in g  th e  fo o l i sh n e s s  and  g u l l ib i l i ty  of w o m en . It is 

a  p o p u la r  v a r i a n t  of th o se  t a l e s ,  l ik e  the S h ip m a n 's  T a l e , in  w h ich  a  

c l e v e r  p r i e s t  o r  o th e r  r e l ig io u s  m a n  d e c e iv e s  a  fo o l i sh  w om an . In th is

^I b id . , p. 386.

2
T h e o d o re  N eff, L a  S a t i r e  des F i n î m e s  dans  l a  P o é s ie  L y r iq u e  

F a n g a is e  du  M oyen Age (U. of Chicago d i s s . ; P a r i s :  V. G ia rd  & E .  B r i e r e ,  
1900), p .  4 .  The  fo llow ing  d is c u s s io n  is  in d e b te d  to  th is  w o rk  and  to 
th a t  of O w st.
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t a le  the  h e r o  is  a  h e r m i t  who h a s  b e c o m e  e n a m o r e d  of the  d a u g h te r  of 

a  s im p le - m in d e d  w idow . One n ig h t the  p r i e s t  m a d e  a  ho le  in th e  w a l l  

n e a r  th e  w id o w 's  b ed  and  spoke  to h e r  th ro u g h  a ho llow  rod :

" L i s t e n  to  m e ,  w o m an  of God! " h e  in toned  t h r e e  t im e s  in  a 
v e r y  low  v o ic e ,  w ithou t w aking  h e r .  " I  a m  a n  a n g e l  of the  L o r d ,
Who h a th  s e n t  m e  to  th e e  to  announce  to  th ee  the  g r e a t  b l e s s in g s  
He h a th  s e e n  f i t  to c o n fe r  on th e e .  He d e s i r e th  an  h e i r  f r o m  thy  
f l e s h  an d  b lood , to w it ,  thy  d a u g h te r ,  to  r e u n i te ,  r e f o r m ,  and  
r e s t o r e  to  i ts  p r o p e r  e s t a t e  the  C h u rc h ,  H is  b r id e .  And i t  s h a l l  
be  in  th is  w is e :  Thou s h a l t  go f r o m  h e r e  up the  m o u n ta in  to  th e  
h o ly  h e r m i t ,  and  le a d  thy  d a u g h te r  to  h im ,  and  te l l  h im  fu l ly  w hat 
God h a th  j u s t  c o m m a n d ed  thee  th ro u g h  m e .  The h e r m i t  w i l l  know 
th y  d a u g h te r ,  and f r o m  t h e i r  union s h a l l  s p r in g  a  son  c h o se n  b y  
God and  d e s t in e d  f o r  the  H oly  See of R o m e , who w ill  do s u c h  good 
d e e d s  th a t  he  w ill  be  c o m p a r e d  to S a in t  P e t e r  and  Sa in t P a u l .  Now 
I a m  go ing . Obey the  L o r d .  ^

T h ings  go a s  p lan n ed , and  of c o u r s e  the  m o th e r  canno t f o r e b e a r  b o a s t in g

to the  n e ig h b o r s  of the  h o n o r  done to h e r  d a u g h te r .  H o w ev er ,  to  the

s u r p r i s e  of a l l ,  the  r e s u l t a n t  baby  is  a  g i r l ;  the  h e r m i t  h e a r s  an d  f l e e s ,

e i t h e r  to a n o th e r  c o u n try  - -  I d o n 't  know  w hich  - - t o  d e c e iv e  a n o th e r  
w o m a n  o r  young g i r l ,  o r  to  the  d e s e r t  of E gyp t to do p e n an c e  fo r  
h i s  s in  w ith  a  c o n t r i te  h e a r t .  ^

T he e x t r e m i ty  of the  fo o l i s h n e s s  w h ich  the  w r i t e r s  a t t r i b u t e  to 

w o m e n  i s  m a tc h e d  a t  t im e s  by  the  pove r  of f e m a le s  to d e c e iv e .  Not 

quite  lo g ic a l ly ,  a lo n g s id e  t h e i r  a t ta c k s  on th e  fo o l i sh n e s s  of w o m e n  the  

p r e a c h e r s  and  w r i t e r s  a l s o  o f ten  r e p r e s e n t  th e  p o o r  h u sb an d  a s  p o w e r 

l e s s  to  r e s i s t  fem in in e  d e c e p t iv e n e s s .  T h e  fo llow ing ta le ,  f r o m  the

^T h e  H u n d red  T a le s  (L es  C en t N o u v e l le s  N o u v e lle s ) ,  T r a n s .
R o ss  e l l  H . R obbins  (New Y ork : B onanza , I960), pp. 52 -5 3 .

^ I b i d . , p. 53.
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G e s ta  R om ano  ru m ,  in d ic a te s  a l s o  the w ay w o m e n  w e re  r e p r e s e n te d  as

a id ing  e a c h  o th e r  in  th e s e  d e c e p t io n s :

A  s o ld ie r ,  going in to  a  f a r  c o u n try ,  i n t r u s t e d  h is  w ife to the  c a r e  
of h e r  m o th e r .  B ut so m e  t im e  a f te r  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  d e p a r tu r e  the  
wife fe l l  in  love  w ith  a  young m an , and c o m m u n ic a te d  h e r  w is h e s  to  
the m o th e r .  She a p p ro v e d  of the con n ec tio n ,  and w ithout d e lay  
s e n t  f o r  the  o b je c t  of h e r  d a u g h te r 's  c r im in a l  a t ta c h m e n t .  But 
w hile  th ey  f e a s te d ,  the  s o ld ie r  u n e x p ec te d ly  r e tu r n e d  and b e a t  
a t  h is  g a te .  The w ife ,  in  g r e a t  t r e m o r ,  c o n c e a le d  the lo v e r  in 
h e r  bed , and th en  opened  the  d o o r  fo r  h e r  h u sb a n d .  B eing  w e a r y  
w ith  t r a v e l ,  he  c o m m a n d e d  h is  bed  to be  go t re a d y ;  and th e  w ife , 
m o r e  and m o r e  d i s tu r b e d ,  knew not w ha t she  should  do. The 
m o th e r  o b s e r v in g  h e r  d a u g h te r 's  p e rp le x i ty ,  s a id ,  " B e fo re  you  go, 
m y  child , l e t  us show  y o u r  h u sb an d  th e  f a i r  s h e e t  w h ich  we have  
m a d e .  " T h en  s tan d in g  up , she  gave one c o r n e r  of the  s h e e t  to 
h e r  d a u g h te r  and h e ld  the  o th e r  h e r s e l f ,  e x ten d in g  it b e fo re  h im  
so a s  to f a v o u r  the  d e p a r tu r e  of the lo v e r ,  who took the  h in t  and  
e s c a p e d .^

T h e s e  d e c e p t io n s  p la y ed  by  w o m en  r iv a l  the  n u m b e r  p lay ed  on  th e m .

The w om en  in  th is  p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e  tend  to  be in c re d ib ly  fo o l ish  o r  

so  c le v e r  th a t  no m e r e  m a n  could  hope to  r e m a in  u n d ece iv ed  by  th e m .

The seco n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  pu lp it  c h a rg e  a g a in s t  w o m en  l i s te d  

by  O w st is  t h e i r  g a r r u l i t y  and  love of g o s s ip .  U n d e r  th is  h e ad in g  of 

lo q u a c io u s n e s s ,  we m a y  no te  the c h a rg e s  a g a in s t  w om en  of nagg ing , 

co m p la in in g , and  g o s s ip in g .  A ll of th e s e  f a u l t s  c a m e  to be  em b o d ied  

in  the  m e d ie v a l  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  of N o ah 's  w ife .  In th e  W akefie ld  N o ah , 

th e  w ife 's  f i r s t  s p e e c h  to  N oah d e m o n s t r a t e s  th e  s h r e w is h n e s s  of 

w h ich  sh e  is  the  type :

 ̂G e s ta  R om ano  r u m , t r a n s .  C h a r le s  Swan, re v .  W ynnard  H o o p e r  
(London: G e o rg e  B e l l  & Sons, 1899), p. 223.
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Now, a s  e u e r  m y g h t I th ry f e ,  / t h e  w a r s  I th ee  see !
Do te l l  m e  b e l i f e ,  /w h e r e  h a s  thou  thus  long  b e ?
To dede  m a y  we d ry fe ,  / o r  lif ,  fo r  the ,

F o r  w an t.
W hen we sw e te  o r  sw ynk .
T h o u  dos w ha t th o u  thynk;
Yit of m e te  and of d ry n k  

H aue w e v e r a y  sk an t .

T h is  w o m an  e a r ly  show s h e r s e l f  a  k ind  of c o m p en d iu m  of fe m in in e  v ic e s .

A f te r  h e r  long t i r a d e  to h e r  h u sb an d , she  tu r n s  to  the  au d ien c e  and  te l l s

th e m  co n f id e n t ia l ly  th a t  w o m en  have  to be c a r e f u l  of t h e i r  h u sb a n d s  and

w hen  h e r  own h u sb an d  i s  v exed  she m u s t  a c t  c o n t r i t e  and  w r in g  h e r  h a n d s ;

B o t y it  o th e r  w h ile .
W hat w ith  g a m  and g y le ,
I s h a l l  sm y te  and  s m y le ,  ^

And qw ite  h y m  h is  m e d e .

T h is  i s  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  the  p la y w rig h t  to  hav e  Noah and  h is  w ife  to

e n g ag e  in a  s l a p s t i c k  f igh t in  w hich  the  h u sb a n d  do es  in d eed  w in  - - a t

l e a s t  f o r  the  m o m e n t .

The w ife 's  love  of g o s s ip  is  m o r e  v iv id ly  p o r t r a y e d  in  th e  C h e s te r

N o a h 's  F lo o d . H e r  s tu b b o rn n e s s  abou t e n te r in g  the  a r k  in  the  f i r s t

p la y  is  a  w illfu l  d e s i r e  to do m o re  sp in n in g . In th is  p la y  i t  is  f o r  love

of h e r  g o s s ip s :

B u t I h av e  m y  g o s s ip s  e v e r ich o n .
One foote f u r t h e r  I w il l  not gone;

1
C hief P r e - S h a k e s p e a r i a n  D r a m a s , ed. J o s e p h  Q. A d a m s  (Boston: 

H oughton  M ifflin , 1924), p . 104.

^Ibid.
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T h ey  sh a l l  no t d ro w n e ,  by  St. Jo h n ,
And I m a y  sav e  t h e i r  ly fe !  ^

F in a l ly  sh e  is  fo rc e d  to  e n te r ;  bu t h e r  f i r s t  a c t  is to box  h e r  h u s b a n d 's

e a r .

T h is  love  of g o s s ip  is  no t confined  to  th e  w o m en  of the  lo w e r  

c l a s s e s  :

D ite s  vox  p a t e n o s t r e s  a u s s i  p o r  ces  d u c h e s s e s ,
P o u r  c o m te s s e  a u s s in t ,  e t  pu is  p o r  c e s  p r i n c e s s e s ,
Q u 'a u  m o u s t i e r  e l  ne  s o ie n t  m ie  c a q u e t e r e s s e s .  ^

In the  A y en b ite  of Inw it D an  M ich e l  s a y s  th a t  th e  ev il  to n g u e  is  a  t r e e

c u r s e d  b y  God and  on w h ich  a r e  te n  boughs  : id l e n e s s ,  b o a s t in g ,  f l a t t e r y ,

sed u c t io n ,  ly ing , p e r j u r y ,  s t r i f e ,  g ru d g in g ,  o p p o s it io n ,  a n d  b la s p h e m y .

T h is  is  a  good l i s t  of th e  c h a r g e s  b ro u g h t  a g a in s t  w o m en  in  r e g a r d  to

th e i r  lo q u a c io u s n e s s .

The th i r d  m a j o r  c a te g o r y  of w o m a n 's  fa u l ts  is  w h a t  O w st c a l ls

" in s ta b i l i t a s  l o c i ":

a n  equ a lly  fa ta l  a t t r a c t i o n  to  the  o u ts id e  w o r ld ,  i ts  f r e e d o m ,  i ts  
p u b l ic i ty  and  i ts  s c o p e  f o r  ye t m o r e  p le a s a n t  g o s s ip .  H av ing  b een  
p e r m i t t e d ,  fo r  h e r  f r a i l t y ,  to e s c a p e  th e  s t r a i t  and  n a r r o w  w ay  of 
V irg in i ty ,  sh e  now f inds  h e r s e l f  no b e t t e r  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  th e  en fo rc ed  
s e c lu s io n  of m a r r i e d  l i f e .  ^

We h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  how th e  ra p e  of J e p h th a h 's  d a u g h te r ,  D inah , and

th e  t r o u b le s  w h ich  e n su e d  f r o m  it ,  w as  u s e d  to i l l u s t r a t e  th e  d a n g e r s

of w o m e n 's  co n s ta n t  w a n d e r in g  abou t.  T he  K nigh t of L a  T o u r - L a n d r y

^A L i t e r a r y  M iddle  E n g l i s h  R e a d e r , ed. A. S. C ook  (B oston : 
Ginn & Co. , 1915), p .  491.

2 3
Neff, p. 12. O w st,  p . 388.
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t e l l s  of a  w o m a n  who h av e  r e c e iv e d  a bad  n a m e  by  h e r  h a b i t  of c o n s t a n t 

ly  going  to  f e a s t s .  On h e r  d ea th b e d  sh e  s w o re  th a t  sh e  had  n e v e r  done 

a m i s s ,  and  a l l  abou t h e r  w e r e  a b a s h e d  b e c a u s e  th e y  h ad  a l l  thought h e r  

g u il ty .

And t h e r f o r  i t  is  g r e t  p e r i l e  a  w o m an  to  a c u s tu m e  h e r  o r  to  d e s i r e  
to  goo to su ch e  f e s t i s  t h e r  she  m ig h t  ab ide  a t t e  h o m e  w ith h e r  
w o rs h ip p e  s a u e d ,  v n d e fa m ed  of h e r  good n a m e ;  fo r  a t te  su ch e  p la c e s  
m a n i  w o m en  ta k i th e  m o c h e  b la m e  w ithou te  c a u s e .  ^

T he  d iso b e d ie n c e  of w o m en  w as in  pa in fu l c o n t r a s t  to the  o f f ic ia l

v iew  of the  h u sb an d  as  the  r ig h tfu l  r u l e r  of the  h o u se h o ld .  The d e m an d

of th e  W ife of B ath  fo r  s o v e r e ig n ty  f o r  w o m en  w as  on ly  in  k eep in g  w ith

p u lp i t  a n d  l i t e r a r y  s a t i r e s  and  c o m p la in ts  on the  a c tu a l  s t a t e  of th in g s .

N o a h 's  w ife  in  the  C h e s te r  p la y  d is p la y s  w h a t  O w st c a l l s  "a  c e r t a in

u n n a tu r a l  co n d itio n  of c o n t r a r i e ty ,  o r  w i l fu ln e s s ,  w h ich  is  one of the

r i s k s  w h ich  e v e r y  in ten d in g  h u sb an d  m u s t  be  p r e p a r e d  to  fa c e .  T o

N o a h 's  d e m a n d  th a t  she  do a s  h e  t e l l s  h e r ,  she  a n s w e r s .

B y  C h r i s t ,  no t o r  I s e e  n o r e  n e e d e ,  ^
T hough  th o u  s tan d  a l l  d ay  and  s t a r e !

F in a l ly  N o a h 's  sons  have  to  f o r c e  t h e i r  m o th e r  in to  the  a rk ;  N oah  g r e e t s

h e r ,  o n ly  to  r e c e iv e  a b lo w  f o r  h is  p a in s :

N oah . W elco m e , w ife ,  in to  th is  boa te  I
N o a h 's  W ife . And h a v e  th o u  th a t  f o r  thy  n o te  ! ^

(G ives h im  a  b o x  on the  e a r .  )

T he  Book of the  K n igh t of L a  T o u r - L a n d r y , ed . T h o m as  W rig h t  
( E a r ly  E n g l i s h  T e x t  S o c ie ty ,  O r ig in a l  S e r i e s ,  vo l.  33; London, 1868), p. 36.

2 3O w st,  p . 89 Cook, p . 490.

^ I b i d . , p. 492 .
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The K night of L a  T o u r - L a n d r y  a d v is e s  h is  d a u g h te r s  to " take

hed e  how a l le  good w o m en  owe to be h u m b le ,  c u r t e i s ,  and  s e r u e i s a b le

vnto  h e r  h u sb o n d e s .  He know s, h o w e v e r ,  so m e  s t o r i e s  w hich  can

s e r v e  a s  a  w a rn in g  of w hat can  h ap p en  to w ives  who do no t r e n d e r  th e i r

p r o p e r  o b ed ien ce .  One h u sb an d  w as ch ided  b e fo re  o th e r s  by  h is  wife

and  o r d e r e d  h e r  to hold  h e r  p e ac e ;

b u t  the  m o r e  f a i r e  he sp ak e ,  the  w o r s e  she  dede . And h e ,  tha t
w as  a n g r i  of h e r  g o u e rn a u n c e ,  sm o te  h e r  w ith  h is  f i s t e  downe to
the  e r th e ;  and thanne  w ith  hys  fo te  he s t ro k e  h e r  in  th e  u is a g e  and
b r a k e  h e r  n o s e ,  and  a l le  h e r  lyff a f t e r  she  h ad  h e r  n o se  c ro k e d ,
th e  w hiche  s h e n t  and  d y s f ig u re d  h e r  u isag e  a f t e r ,  th a t  sh e  m ig h t
n o t  f o r  s h a m e  sh ew  h e r  u is a g e ,  i t  w as  so fou le  b le m m is h e d .  And
th is  she  had  f o r  h e r  e u e lle  and g r e t  la n g ag e ,  th a t  sh e  w as  wont to
s a le  to  h e r  h u sb o n d e .  And th e r f o r e  the wiff augh t to  s u f f r e  and
le te  the  h u sb o n d e  h au e  the  w o rd e s ,  and to be  m a i s t e r ,  f o r  th a t  is2
h e r  w o rsh ip p e  . . . .

A F r e n c h  ta le  b e g in s  in  th is  w ay:

Vous qui av ez  d es  f e m m e s  e t qui le s  l a i s s e z  d e v e n i r  m a î t r e s s e s  
e t  p r e n d r e  t r o p  d 'e m p i r e ,  é co u tez  l 'h i s t o i r e  que je  v a is  vous  r a 
c o n te r .  E l le  vous  a p p r e n d r a  k r é p r i m e r  de bonne h e u r e  l e u r s  
c a p r i c e s ,  e t h. le s  c o r r i g e r  quand e l le s  s o r t i r o n t  du  r e s p e c t  et 
de  la  s o u m is s io n  q u 'e l l e s  vous do iven t.  ^

The a u th o r  goes  on to t e l l  the s to r y  of a  lo rd  who, b e c a u s e  h e  had

m a r r i e d  f o r  love , h ad  e a r ly  a llow ed  h im s e l f  to be  o r d e r e d  a ro u n d  by

h is  w ife .  When h is  d a u g h te r  c am e  to the  day  of h e r  m a r r i a g e  to a  count,

^Knight of L a  T o u r - L a n d r y ,  p .  98.

^Ib id . , p . 25.

^ F a b l ia u x  ou  C o n te s : F a b le s  e t  R om ans  du XII^ e t  XIII® S iè c le , 
t r a n s .  P i e r r e - J e a n - B a p t i s t e  Le g ra n d  d 'A u ss y  (3rd  ed. r e v .  ; P a r i s :  
J u le s  R en o u a rd ,  1829), Vol. I l l ,  p . 187.
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he a s k e d  h e r  to a lw ay s  be  sw e e t  and c o m p la is a n t  w ith  h e r  new h u sb an d .  

The m o th e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  t r u e  to  h e r  h a b i t  of a lw ay s  c o n tra d ic t in g  h im ,  

spoke  to th e  d a u g h te r  in  w o rd s  w hich  sound m u c h  l ik e  th o s e  of the  Wife 

of B ath :

M a f i l l e ,  lu i  d i t - e l l e ,  j e  n ' a i  p lu s  q u 'une  le ç o n  à  te  d o n n e r .  T u  
a s  un m a r i  a m o u re u x ,  p o u r  une fe m m e  c 'e s t  une fo r tu n e .  V e u x - tu  
# t r e  h e u r e u s e ?  tâ c h e  de le  d o m in e r  d an s  c e s  p r e m i e r s  m o m e n ts ,  
en voilcL p o u r  la  v ie .  E s s a i e  e n su i te  de le  c o n t r e d i r e  en que lque  
c h o se ,  a c c o u tu m e - le  à. t 'o b ë ’i r ,  p re n d s  le  ton  qui o rd o n n e :  en  un 
m o t ,  tu  v o is  ce que je  s u i s ,  fa is  c o m m e  m o i.

The count, h o w e v e r ,  h a d  s e e n  how th ings  s to o d  b e tw ee n  the  m o th e r  and

the  f a t h e r  and d e te r m in e d  to  c u re  h is  b r id e  of any  su ch  p r e te n s io n s .

On th e  w ay  b a c k  to h is  c a s t l e ,  a h a r e  c r o s s e d  t h e i r  pa th ;  he  to ld  h i s

two h o u n d s ,  " F e tc h !  " W hen the two hounds c a m e  b a c k  w ithou t th e  h a r e ,

he  cu t th e  t h r o a t  of e ach . L a t e r ,  h is  h o r s e  d i s p le a s e d  h im  and h e  cut

i ts  t h r o a t .  T he  b r id e  w a s  sh ak en , b u t  r e m a r k a b ly  u n d e te r r e d .  A t

the c a s t l e  she  o r d e r e d  the  ch ie f  cook to change  a l l  of the  m e a l  w h ich

the  count h ad  o r d e r e d ,  s ay in g  th a t  she  w ould  a n s w e r  f o r  it  to the  count.

T he cook  ob ey ed , and  the  count s t r u c k  h im , pu tt in g  out h i s  eye , and

o r d e r e d  h im  out of h is  d o m a in s .  He sp an k ed  h i s  w ife  and  k ep t h e r  in

h e r  bed  f o r  s o m e  d a y s .  F r o m  then  on h is  w ife  w as  s u b m is s iv e ,  and

he  w a s  l a t e r  a b le  to  c u r e  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  w i l l f u ln e s s .  Had C h a u c e r  know n

the  s to r y ,  i t  m ig h t  h av e  s e r v e d  as  a  re p ly  to  the  Wife of B ath  in  the

c o u r s e  of the  M a r r i a g e  G roup .

^Ibid. , p.  192.
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The l a s t  g e n e r a l  fa i l in g  of the five  w h ich  O w st l i s t s  is  one of

th e  f a v o r i te  s u b je c ts  of the  s a t i r e  and c o m p la in t  a d d r e s s e d  to w om en ,

b o th  in l i t e r a t u r e  and  th e  p u lp i t  - -  t h e i r  v a n i ty .  P r id e  w as  su p p o se d  to

h a v e  le d  the  f i r s t  w o m a n  in to  s in , and p r id e  of d r e s s  w as  often  d e r id e d

a s  one of the  b e s e t t in g  s in s  of w om en. T he  a u th o r  of J a c o b 's  W ell

g iv es  th is  e x am p le  of th e  d a n g e r  of p r id e  of d r e s s :

A c o u n ta s ,  c h a s t  of body , g r e t  in  doing a lm e s  - d e d y s , devow t in  
p r a y e r y s ,  dey id ,  and w as d raw y n  w yth  fe e n d y s  to  h e l l e - w a r d ,  and 
c ry e d ,  'a l i a s !  ' and  a p e r y d  to a  lad y  of f r a u n c e ,  fowl a s  a  feen d , 
and  sey d e  to h e r e :  ' b e ^ u  w a re  be m e  and  a l l e  o^ere! fo r  I w as  
a  good ly u e r e  in  a l l e  o p e r e  th ynges , s a a f  I h a a d d e  d e ly j te  in  p r id e  
and  v e y n g lo ry e ,  in  p ro w d e  a r a y  of m y n  heu y d  and of m y  body, in  
longe  t r a y n e s ,  and  in  b ro d e  h o rn y s ,  and  I d e s y r e d  w e rd ly  w o rs c h y p p e .  
and  only  fo r jâs  p ry d e  I a m  dam pnyd w y th -o u ty n  ende! ' ^

T he  h o rn e d  h e a d d r e s s  m en tio n e d  w as  the  s u b je c t  of m a n y  l i t e r a r y  and

p u lp i t  s a t i r e s .  P r e a c h e r s  and p o e ts  a l ik e  c o m p a r e d  the  h o rn s  to  th o se

of b e a s t s  and  d e m o n s .  L y d g a te ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  w ro te  a  p o em  on the

s u b je c t ,  the  l a s t  s t a n z a  of w hich  goes  l ik e  th is ;

C le rk y s  r e c o r d e ,  by  g r e t  a u c to r y te ,
H o rn e s  w e r  yove to  b e s ty s  fo r  dy ffen ce ;

A thyng  c o n t r a r y e  to  fem yny t^ ,
T o  be  m a a d  s tu r d y  of r e s y s te n c e .

B ut a r c h e  w iv e s ,  e g re  in th e r  v y o le n ce .
F e r s  a s  t y g r e s  f o r  to m ak e  a f f ra y .

T h e y  h a v e  d e s p i t ,  and  ageyn  co n cy e n c e ,  ^
L y s t  n a t  of p r y d e ,  then  h o m e s  c a s t  aw ay.

^J a c o b 's  W e l l , ed . A r th u r  B ra n d e is  ( E a r ly  E n g l i sh  T e x t  S o c ie ty , 
O r ig in a l  S e r i e s ,  vol. 115; London, 1900), p . 80.

2
S a t i r i c a l  Songs and  P o e m s  on C o s tu m e ,  ed. F .  W. F a i r h o l t  

( P e r c y  S o c ie ty ,  vo l.  27; London, 1849), pp. 5 3 -5 4 .
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N ot m e n tio n e d  in O w s t 's  l i s t ,  bu t im p l ic i t  in  m an y  of the  c o m 

p la in ts  and  p o p u la r  t a l e s  about w o m en  is  t h e i r  l e c h e r o u s n e s s  and  p r o m i s 

cu ity . T hough so m e  w o m en  in th e s e  t a l e s  m a n ag e  to  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  h o n o r ,  

m o s t  t a l e s  ta k e  f o r  g ra n te d  w ha t T h e o p h ra s tu s  sa id  of th e  s e x ;  "If a  

w o m an  be f a i r ,  sh e  soon  finds  l o v e r s ;  if sh e  be  ugly , i t  is  e a s y  to  be 

w an ton . J u s t  a s  the  h u sb an d s  in  the  fa b l ia u x  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  t a k 

ing e l a b o r a t e  p r e c a u t io n s  to  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  w iv es  f r o m  m a k in g  th e m  c u c k 

o ld s ,  the  w iv es  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  a s  e a s i l y  avo id ing  the  c l e v e r e s t  of 

t r a p s .  T h e r e  a r e  d o zen s  of th e s e  s t o r i e s  of the  s t r a t e g e m s  b y  w hich  

w o m e n  a r e  e n a b le d  to  d e ce iv e  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  of th e m  

is the  fo llow ing  one f r o m  the D e c a m e r o n .

A r i c h  m e r c h a n t  w as  e x c e e d in g ly  je a lo u s  of h is  w ife , and  w hen  

sh e  w is h e d  to  go to  c h u rc h  on C h r i s tm a s  m o rn in g  and b e  c o n fe s s e d ,  h is  

s u s p ic io n s  w e r e  a r o u s e d ,  f o r  h e  n e v e r  l e t  h e r  out of the  h o u se  and  w o n 

d e r e d  w ha t s in s  she  could h a v e  to c o n fe s s .  The h u sb an d  o r d e r e d  h e r  

to c o n fe s s  a t  t h e i r  ch ap e l  in s te a d ,  th e n  d is g u is e d  h im s e l f  a s  a  p r i e s t .

The la d y  r e c o g n iz e d  h im ,  h o w e v e r ,  and told h im  th a t  sh e  w as  e n a m o re d  

of a  p r i e s t  who c a m e  to  h e r  a t  n ig h t .  T he  h u sb an d  d e te r m in e d  to  w a it  

by  th e  d o o r  in  o r d e r  to s u r p r i s e  th e  p r i e s t ,  and w hile  h e  s a t  be low , 

the  w o m a n  su m m o n e d  h e r  lo v e r  to c o m e  in  by  the roof . L a t e r  sh e  r e 

v e a le d  to  h e r  h u sb an d  th a t  she  h a d  r e c o g n iz e d  h im ; th is  s h a m e d  h im  out 

of h is  j e a lo u s y .

^ J e r o m e ,  A g a in s t  J o v i n i a n u s , t r a n s .  W. H. F r e e m a n t l e  (N icene
and P o s t - N i c e n e  F a t h e r s ,  Second  S e r i e s ,  vo l .  VI), p. 383.
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And so  the  a d r o i t  la d y  had , a s  it w e r e ,  a c h a r t e r  of indu lgence , 
and n eed e d  no m o r e  to  c o n tr iv e  f o r  h e r  lo v e r  to co m e  to  h e r  o v e r  
the ro o f  like  a  c a t ,  b u t  a d m it te d  h im  by the d o o r ,  and  u s ing  due 
d i s c r e t i o n ,  had  m a n y  a good t im e  w ith  h im ,  and sp ed  h e r  l ife  
ga ily . 1

T h e r e  w a s ,  to b e  s u r e ,  so m e th in g  of a  p u lp it  t r a d i t io n  c o u n te r  to

th e  a n t i f e m in is t  one . Som e p r e a c h e r s  spoke  of the  V irg in  M a r y 's  be ing

m a d e  the  m e a n s  of m e n 's  s a lv a t io n  no t a s  a s ig n  of G o d 's  p o w e r  in

u t i l iz in g  even  s o m e th in g  so  d e b a s e d  a s  h e r  sex ,  bu t r a t h e r  a s  a m ean s

of h o n o r in g  the  s ex .  O w st quo tes  a  h o m i l i s t  who po in ted  ou t th a t  "w om en

in t im e  of c r i s t e s  de th  . . . w e re  nou3t so  fly ttynge  in the  b e le v e  a s

2
w e re  the  a p o s te l e s .  " A lso  in  the l i t e r a t u r e  of the  e a r l i e r  M iddle  A ges 

w o m an  found a  few  b r ig h t  s p o ts .  The w om en  in  the  s a g a s  co m e  off 

p r e t t y  w e l l .  In the  l a t e r  M iddle  A g e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  is  d if f icu l t  to find 

l i t e r a t u r e  w hich  does  n o t  e i th e r  m ak e  a  d e m i-g o d d e s s  of the  h e ro in e ,  o r  

e l s e  a  s h re w ,  a  c h e a t ,  o r  a  fool. If the  e a r l i e r  G e rm a n ic  l i t e r a t u r e  

ten d ed  to  t r e a t  w o m e n  s im p ly  a s  p eo p le ,  l i t e r a t u r e  a f t e r  the  e leven th  

c e n tu r y  ten d ed  to t r e a t  th e m  as  so m e th in g  m o r e  o r  so m e th in g  l e s s .

F r o m  the  L a t in  l y r i c s  of the  " v a g a n te s ,  " a l t e r n a t e ly  p r a i s in g  

love  and s a t i r i z in g  w o m en , to  the  fab liau x , by  tu rn s  ex p o s in g  the  a b y s m a l  

s tu p id i ty  of the s e x  and  r e la t in g  i ts  c l e v e r  r u s e s ,  the  v is ib le  o r ig in  of 

th is  a n t i f e m in is m  s e e m s  to be in the  re l ig io u s  and p h i lo so p h ic a l  t r a d i t io n .

^The D e c a m e ro n  of G iovanni B o c c a c c io , t r a n s .  J .  M. Rigg (New 
Y ork : E .  P .  Dutton, 1928), p. 140.

2
Owst ,  p.  120.
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The s e r m o n  e x e m p la  and p u lp i t  d i a t r ib e s  a g a in s t  the  s e x  f u r n i s h  the 

v i s ib le  im m e d ia te  o r ig in ,  b u t  b eh in d  th e m  is  th e  w hole  in te l le c tu a l  r e v o l u 

t io n  w h ich  we h ave  t r a c e d .  It m ig h t  h a v e  s e e m e d  a  long w ay  f r o m  the  

a s c e t i c i s m  of P lo t in u s  and  O r ig e n  to  the  l ib e ls  on w o m en  in  th e  p o p u la r  

l y r i c s  and  t a l e s ,  bu t the  a s c e t i c  id e a l  is  a  th r e a d  w h ich  ru n s  th ro u g h  

th e  p e r io d .  T he  d u a l i s m  of body  and  s p i r i t  in  th is  t r a d i t io n  p r e p a r e d  

fo r  th is  a n t i f e m in is m .  As H e le n  W ad d e ll  s a y s ,  "W hen  a s c e t i c i s m  is  

the  p o s i t iv e  good, love  and  l i c e n c e  a r e  bu t d e g r e e s  of n e g a t iv e  c o m p a r i 

son . I t is  p ro b a b ly  t r u e  th a t  the  a c tu a l  c o n d it io n s  w e r e  qu ite  d i f f e r e n t  

and  th a t  h e r e  we a r e  d e a l in g  w ith  a  conven tion . E i l e e n  P o w e r  p o in ts  

out.

C e r t a in ly  m e d ie v a l  r e c o r d s  a s  a  w hole  show  a  c a m a r a d e r i e  b e tw e e n  
h u s b a n d  and  w ife w h ich  c o n t r a s t s  r e m a r k a b ly  b o th  w ith  the  p ic tu r e  
of w o m a n  in  su b je c t io n  w h ich  the  C h u rch  d e l ig h te d  to  d ra w  and w ith  
th a t  of the  w o rsh ip p e d  la d y  of c h iv a l ry .  ^

A n t i f e m in is m ,  th en , l ik e  the  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  jo k e ,  i s  a  conven tion . It 

i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  r e m a r k a b ly  e n d u r in g  conven tion . W h a te v e r  the  e x p la n a 

t io n  of i t s  o r ig in  and g ro w th , i t  is  s t i l l  a  f e r t i l e  s o u r c e  of m a t e r i a l  in  

C h a u c e r ' s  day ; in  fa c t  i t  s t i l l  is  to d ay .

S t r a n g e  a s  i t  m a y  s e e m ,  an  im p o r ta n t  s o u r c e  of a n t i f e m in is m  

f o r  l a t e r  w r i t e r s  w as  the  s a m e  a s  the  s o u r c e  fo r  m u c h  of the  c o u r t ly

^H elen  W addell,  T he  W an d e r in g  S c h o la r s  (6th ed . r e v .  ; N. Y. : 
A n c h o r  B ooks , 1955), p . 227.

2
E i le e n  P o w e r ,  "T h e  P o s i t io n  of W om en, " The L e g a c y  of the  

M iddle  A g e s , ed. C. G. C ru m p  and  E .  F .  J a c o b  (O xford, 1932), 
p. 416.
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p o e t r y  id o l iz in g  w o m en  - -  th e  R o m a n  de l a  R o s e . G u il lau m e  de L o r r i s  

h a d  b eg u n  the  p o e m  in  the  s e r v i c e  of the  c o u r t ly  id e a l ;  a n o th e r  w r i t e r ,

J e a n  de Me un, con tin u ed  the  p o e m  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  s p i r i t  and  w ith  a  d i f f e r e n t  

a im .

In an  im p o r ta n t  r e c e n t  s tu d y  of the  R o m a n  de l a  R o s e , A, M. F .  

Gunn co n c lu d e s  th a t  e a r l i e r  c r i t i c s  hav e  e r r e d  in say in g  th a t  J e a n  c o n 

t in u e d  the  p o e m  w ith  a  d i f f e r e n t  in te n tio n  an d  w ith  no i n t e r e s t  in o r  p o w er  

of a r c h e t e c t o n i c s .

H is  in ten tio n  - -  l ik e  th a t  of G u i l la u m e  de L o r r i s  - -  w as  to  c r e a t e  
a  'M i r r o r  of L o v e , ' and  of h i s  a d h e r e n c e  to  th is  in te n t io n  t h e r e  is  
a  p le n i tu d e  of p ro o f .  W ith  a  few  r e l a t i v e ly  in s ig n i f ic a n t  e x c e p t io n s ,  
the  m e a n in g  of lo v e  in  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  of th e  in d iv id u a l  an d  in  the  
w o rk in g s  of the  u n iv e r s e  is  th e  th e m e  of th e  p oe t in e v e r y  s e c t io n  
of h is  w o rk .  ^

C e r ta in ly  o ld e r  c r i t i c s  s e e m  to h a v e  gone a s t r a y  in  m a k in g  a  too  

a b s o lu te  d iv is io n  b e tw e e n  th e  two p a r t s ;  h o w e v e r ,  the  d a n g e r  of going to 

the  o th e r  e x t r e m e  is  ev id en t .  The g e n e r a l  s u b je c t ,  a s  Gunn s a y s ,  is  

a p p r o x im a te ly  the  s a m e ;  J e a n ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  in  m a in ta in in g  a  c o m p r e h e n 

s iv e  s t r u c t u r e  Gunn h a s  a m p ly  d e m o n s t r a t e d ;  b u t to go m u c h  f u r t h e r  

th an  th is  in  t ry in g  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  the  u n ity  of the  p o e m  a s  a  w hole  is  

to lo s e  an  im p o r ta n t  po in t ab o u t th e  c o u r s e  of l i t e r a t u r e  in  the  l a t e r  M iddle  

A g e s .  T he th e m e  of the  two m e n  is  love  on ly  in  a p p ro x im a te ly  the  s a m e  

w ay  th a t  the  th e m e  b o th  of th e  s o n n e ts  of P e t r a r c h  and of the  D ivine 

C om edy  is  love .

^A. M. F .  Gunn, T he  M i r r o r  of L ove  (T exas  T e c h n o lo g ic a l  C o llege  
P r e s s ,  1952), pp. 4 8 3 -8 4 .
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To s o m e  e x ten t ,  Gunn m a k e s  a l lo w an ce  f o r  th i s :

J e a n  de Me un m a d e  G u i l l a u m e 's  s t o r y  - - a n  a c c o u n t  of y o u th 's  
aw ak en in g  to the  b e a u ty  and  po%e r  of love  - -  the  f i r s t  p a r t  of 
h is  own fu l l - le n g th  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the  g r a d u a l  and  u n c e r ta in  
p r o g r e s s  of youth  to w a rd  e m o tio n a l  m a tu r i ty .  ^

To s a y  th i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  to  show  j u s t  how  p ro fo u n d  the  gulf is  b e tw ee n

the  two p a r t s  of the  p o e m . C o u r t ly  love  in i t s  o r ig in  and  in  G u i l la u m e 's

p o r t io n  is  a  s e l f - e n c lo s e d  s y s te m ,  th e  p r o p e r ty  of a  s m a l l  c l a s s .  The

D r e a m e r  i s  a d m i t te d  to  th e  G a rd e n  by  Id le n e s s .  In h i s  t r e a t i s e  on lo v e ,

A n d re a s  s t a t e s  th a t  "w hen  p o v e r ty  c o m e s  in, th e  th in g s  th a t  n o u r is h e d

love  b eg in  to  le a v e ,  b e c a u s e  'p o v e r ty  h a s  no th ing  w ith  w hich  to feed  

2i t s  lo v e .  ' "  C o u r t ly  lo v e ,  th en , i s  fo r  the  r i c h  an d  id le .  R e s t r i c t e d  to  

a  s m a l l  c l a s s ,  c o u r t ly  love  a l s o  g re w  up b e s id e  C h u rc h  d o c t r in e  w ith  

l i t t l e  r e f e r e n c e  to  th a t  d o c t r in e  e x ce p t  a t  t im e s  to p a ro d y  it .  It w as  one 

of the  m a n y  p la c e s  w h e r e ,  a s  E i le e n  P o w e r  h a s  p o in ted  out, " the  C h u rc h  

and  the  A r i s t o c r a c y  w e r e  . . . o ften  a t  lo g g e rh e a d s  w ith  e a c h  o th e r

3
. . . . " T h is  o p p o s i t io n  is  no t im m e d ia te ly  e v id e n t  in  e a r l y  c o u r t ly  

love  p o e m s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  th e r e  w as  so  l i t t l e  r e f e r e n c e  to  any th in g  o u t 

s id e  the  code .

T he s e c o n d  p a r t  of the  p o e m  is  the  w o rk  of a  m a n  w ith  i n t e r e s t s  

f a r  beyond  th o s e  of the s o r t  r e p r e s e n t e d  in the  f i r s t  p a r t .  The  l a r g e r  

s ig n if ic a n c e  of h is  w o rk  is  th a t  it  is  in d ic a t iv e  of, and  a n  in f lu en ce  on,

1 2 Gunn, p. 491. A n d r e a s ,  p. 30.

3
P o w e r ,  p. 401 .
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the  c h an g es  w h ich  w e r e  tak ing  p la c e  in  l i t e r a t u r e .  B oth  the  p o p u la r  ta le  

and the c o u r t ly  p o e m  w e r e  b e co m in g  v e h ic le s  f o r  m u c h  h e a v ie r  f r e ig h t  

th an  e v e r  b e f o r e .  The change of the  f i r s t  c u lm in a te s  in  so m e  of the 

C a n te rb u r y  T a l e s ; the  change in the  s ec o n d  r e a c h e s  i t s  h igh  po in t in the 

D ivine C o m e d y , J e a n ' s  p o r t io n  of the R o m an  de la  R o s e , and T ro i lu s  

and  C r i s e y d e  and  so m e  o th e r s  of the  C a n te rb u r y  T a l e s . T h is  l a t t e r  

change  - - i n  the  c o u r t ly  p o em  - -  w a s ,  a s  we m a y  s e e ,  e x t r e m e ly  f r u i t 

fu l. It m a r k s ,  in  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  and  e s p e c ia l l y  in  T r o i lu s  and C r i s e y d e , 

one of the  h ig h  p o in ts  of C h a u c e r 's  a r t .
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C H A P T E R  XI

TROILUS AND CRISEY D E

B o c c a c c io 's  C r i s e y d e  i s  an  a t t r a c t i v e ,  s e n s u a l  N e a p o l i ta n  a r i s t o 
c r a t ,  c a p a b le  of any  t r i v i a l  im p u l s iv e n e s s ,  l i t t l e  m o r e  th a n  a  la y -  
f ig u r e  to  c a r r y  h e r  p a r t ,  t h e r e f o r e  w ith o u t  an y  g r e a t  c o n f l ic ts ,  
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  o r  i n t e r e s t .  C r i s e y d e  on the  o th e r  h and  is  the  e a r l i e s t  
f u l l - f i g u r e  P o r t r a i t  of a  L a d y  in  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  . . . .  T h e r e  is  
no b e t t e r  p h r a s e  f o r  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  th a n  th a t  sh e  h a s  e v e r y  t r a i t  
w h ic h  m a k e s  w o m an  a t t r a c t i v e  to m a n .  ^

C h a u c e r  h a s  no t r e a l ly ,  a s  th e  c r i t i c s  t e l l  u s ,  en n o b led  th e  c h a r a c 
t e r  of B o c c a c c io 's  h e r o in e .  She i s  th e  s a m e  l ig h t ly - lo v in g  lad y , 
c a r e f u l  o f  h e r  r e p u ta t io n ,  b u t  c a r e l e s s  of h e r  h o n o r .  She is  m e r e ly  
a  l i t t l e  m o r e  c l e v e r  a t  d e c e iv in g  h e r  f r i e n d s .  ^

A s C r e s s i d a  is  a t  the b e g in n in g ,  s u c h  i s  sh e  to the  end; a m o r o u s ,  
g e n t le ,  a f fe c t io n a te ,  and c h a r m in g  a l t o g e th e r ,  b u t  f a ta l ly  i m p r e s 
s io n a b le  and  y ie ld in g . H e r  s t r e n g th  of w il l  i s  no  m a tc h  f o r  h e r  
i n c o n s ta n t  h e a r t  . . . .  The F i l o s t r a t o  is  the  t r a g e d y  of T r o i lu s ;  
C h a u c e r  h a s  m ad e  it  the  t r a g e d y  of C r e s s i d a  a l s o  . . . . ^

U ntil  now, w e h a v e  b e e n  c o n s id e r in g  th e  g ro w th  and  p e rp e tu a t io n

^J. S. P .  T a t lo c k ,  "T he  P e o p le  in  C h a u c e r 's  T r o i l u s , " P M L A , 
LVI (1941), pp . 96, 98.

2
R o b e r t  K. R oo t,  T he  P o e t r y  of C h a u c e r  (B oston  & N ew  Y ork: 

H oughton  M iff l in ,  I960), p. 113.

3
G e o rg e  L . K i t t r e d g e ,  C h a u c e r  an d  H is  P o e t r y  (C a m b r id g e ,  

M a s s .  : H a r v a r d  Univ. P r e s s ,  1915), p . 135.
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of c e r t a i n  co n ven tions  an d  c o n v en tio n a l  id e a l s .  F i r s t ,  w e c o n s id e re d  

th e  g e n e s is  in  a n c ie n t  p h i lo so p h y  of the  a s c e t i c  id e a l  an d  i t s  e la b o r a t io n  

in  re l ig io n -  A ll ied  to  th is  id e a l  and  to  a n  e x ten t  g ro w in g  ou t of i t  w as  

th e  co n ven tion  of a n t i f e m in i s m ,  w h ich  found e x p r e s s io n  in  bo th  re l ig io u s  

and  s e c u l a r  l i t e r a t u r e .  B e s id e  the  a n t i f e m in is t  t r a d i t io n ,  b u t  f o r  a  

long t im e  no t b ro u g h t  in to  s ig n if ic a n t  o p p o s i t io n  to  i t ,  w e r e  the  r e l ig io u s  

v e n e r a t io n  of the  V irg in  and  the  c o u r t ly  v e n e r a t io n  of the  L ad y . By v i r tu e  

of t h e i r  r o le s  a s  id e a l s  and  c o n v en t io n s ,  th ey  p ro b a b ly  b o r e  l i t t l e  r e s e m b 

la n c e  to  a c tu a l  p r a c t i c e ;  b u t  th e y  r e m a in e d  in  the  M idd le  A g es  s o u r c e s  

f o r  r e l ig io u s  and s e c u l a r  w o rk s  an d  a s  p o te n t ia l  s o u r c e s  of d e b a te .

T he  d u a l i ty  b e tw e e n  the  r e a l  and  the  id e a l  is  in  e v id en c e  th r o u g h 

ou t th e  c o u r s e  of r e c o r d e d  h i s to r y ,  of c o u r s e ,  b u t  th e  l in e s  a r e  s e ld o m  

a s  c l e a r l y  d ra w n  a s  in  the  M idd le  A g e s .  A th e o lo g ia n  l ik e  A lb e r tu s  

M agnus  cou ld  go so  f a r  a s  to  c a l l  M a r y  a  g o d d e s s ,  w h ile  a c c e p t in g  A r i s 

t o t l e ' s  d e f in i t io n  of w o m an  a s  a  m is m a d e  m a le .  A c o u r t ly  p o e t  could  

w r i t e  an  id o la t ro u s  p o e m  to h is  la d y  and  fo llow  it  w ith  a  v i r u l e n t  s a t i r e  

on  w om en . A n d re a s  C a p e l la n u s  cou ld  w r i te  two b o o k s  s e t t in g  f o r th  and 

ex to l l in g  the  c o u r t ly  code , only  to  add a  th i r d  r e je c t i n g  i t  a s  u n w o rth y  

of C h r i s t i a n s .  T h a t  th e s e  c o n v en tio n s  could  f o r  so  long  e x i s t  s id e  by  

s id e  s a y s  so m e th in g  a b o u t t h e i r  ro le  s im p ly  a s  c o n v en t io n s .  T h ey  d id , 

h o w e v e r ,  r e p r e s e n t  a c c e p te d  w a y s  of th in k in g  - - i f  d iv o rc e d  f r o m  p r a c t i c a l  

r e a l i t y  - -  and i t  w a s  in e v i ta b le  th a t  a  m o r e  though tfu l p o e t  w ould  e i t h e r  

t r a n s m u te  th e m  in to  s o m e th in g  e l s e ,  a s  did D an te ,  o r  w ould  b r in g  to
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l igh t t h e i r  in h e re n t  in c o n s i s t e n c ie s ,  both  w ith  each  o th e r  and  w ith  the  f a c ts  

of h u m a n  l i fe ,  a s  d id  C h a u c e r ,

C h a u c e r  d id  th is  in  one p la c e ,  the  Wife of B a th 's  P ro lo g u e  and  T a l e , 

by ju x ta p o s in g  the  id e a l s  of v i rg in i ty  and fecund ity , the  c l e r i c a l  t r a d i t io n  

of a n t i f e m in is m  and the  fa b l ia u  t r a d i t io n  of the  c l e v e r n e s s  of w om en  in  

a lw ay s  g e t t in g  th e i r  w ay , the  c o u r t ly  id e a l  of youth  and  b e a u ty  and the 

c o u r t ly  id e a l  of g e n t i l e s s e .  The G e n e ra l  P ro lo g u e  to  the  C a n te rb u r y  T a le s  

a l s o  m a k e s  u se  of th is  te ch n iq u e  of o p p o s it io n .  In th e  P ro lo g u e  is  c h a r a c 

t e r i z a t i o n  of the  p i lg r im s  w h ich  m a k e s  th e m  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ty p e s ,  ye t 

h ig h ly  in d iv id u a l .  T h e r e  a r e  the  two f o r c e s  a c t in g  on th e  p i lg r im s ,  n a tu re  

and  s u p e r n a tu r e .  T h is  h a b i t  of opposing  w ha t a r e  a t  t im e s  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  

te n d e n c ie s  and  p o in ts  of v iew  is  a  f a v o r i te  of C h a u c e r  and  a  fu n c tio n  of 

h i s  i r o n i c  s ta n c e .  The r e a l  and  the  id e a l ,  n a tu re  an d  s u p e r n a tu r e ,  the 

d e m a n d s  of the  f le s h  and  the  d e m an d s  of th e  s p i r i t  - -  a l l  a r e  s e t  in a 

d y n am ic  e q u i l ib r iu m  in  h is  w o rk s ,  n o w h e re  m o r e  p o ig n a n t ly  than  in 

T r o i lu s  and  C r i s e y d e .

A lthough  a  l a r g e r  s tudy  w ould  in e v i ta b ly  do m o r e  to  i l lu m in a te  the 

s u b je c t ,  th is  c h a p te r  w il l  have  to be l im i te d  to the  c h a r a c t e r  of C r is e y d e ,  

a  c h a r a c t e r  c o n c e rn in g  w hom  th e r e  h a s  b e e n  m u c h  c o n t r o v e r s y .  Some 

h av e  c a l le d  h e r  a  v ic t im  of c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w h ile  o th e r s  h av e  o b jec ted  

th a t  sh e  s e e m s  m e r e l y  an  o p p o r tu n is t .  Som e h a v e  c a l le d  h e r  cy n ica l ,  

w h ile  o th e r s  h a v e  c a l le d  h e r  h e lp l e s s .  T h is  is  e v id en t ly  a  top ic  w hich  

can  s ta n d  m o r e  l ig h t ,  h o w e v e r  l i t t l e  the  p r e s e n t  d i s c u s s io n  m a y  be  ab le  

to  sh ed .
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C oupled  w ith  th e  c o m p le x i ty  of C r i s e y d e 's  c h a r a c t e r  is  th e  c o m p le x i ty  

of the  a u t h o r ' s  t r e a t m e n t  of the  m a t e r i a l .  C h a u c e r  w r i t e s  a  t r a g e d y  of 

T r o i lu s ,  only  to  h a v e  h is  h e r o  lau g h  f r o m  above  th e  e a r t h  a f t e r  i t  i s  a l l  

o v e r .  He w r i t e s  fe e l in g ly  of the  d e l ig h ts  of lo v e ,  only  to  r e j e c t  the  w hole  

s to r y  in  h i s  e p ilo g u e .  The o p p o s i t io n  of the  r e a l  and th e  id e a l ,  in  s h o r t ,  

is  c e n t r a l  to  the  p o e m  and the k e y  to i t s  co m p le x i ty ,  A d i s c u s s io n  of 

just abou t a n y th in g  c o n c e rn in g  the  p o e m  m u s t  a t  l e a s t  touch  on th e  p r o b le m  

w hich  th e  a u th o r  p o s e s  in the  ep ilo g u e .  F i r s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  c h a r a c t e r  

of C r is e y d e  h e r s e l f  r e q u i r e s  c a r e fu l  c o n s id e ra t io n .

L im i t in g  th is  c h a p te r  p r i m a r i l y  to  a  s tu d y  of C r i s e y d e  d o e s  no t 

do too m u c h  to  s im p l i fy  c o n s id e ra t io n  of the  p o e m , f o r  h e r  c h a r a c t e r  is  

one of the  g r e a t e s t  s o u r c e s  of d i s a g r e e m e n t  am o n g  c r i t i c s  and  a l s o  

v i ta l  to  the  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the  w o rk .  Root s a y s  th a t  sh e  i s  " th e  a r t i s t i c  

c e n t r e  of th e  s to r y ,  and on the  s t r a n g e  c o m p le x i ty  of h e r  doub le  n a tu r e  

C h a u c e r  h a s  expended  h is  b e s t  e n e r g ie s  . . . . W hen w e r e m e m b e r  

R o o t 's  p o s i t io n ,  quo ted  in the  h e a d n o te ,  th a t  C r is e y d e  i s  th e  s a m e  

w om an  sh e  w a s  in  the  F i l o s t r a t o ,  i t  s e e m s  b e s t  to  s tu d y  B o c c a c c io 's  

h e ro in e  a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  to  the  s tu d y  of h e r  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  in to  C h a u c e r 's  

h e ro in e .

W hen C r i s e i d a  f i r s t  a p p e a r s  in  II F i l o s t r a t o , sh e  a p p e a r s  a s

the  s t a n d a r d  r o m a n t ic  h e ro in e .  C a lc h a s ,  s a y s  th e  a u th o r ,

h ad  le f t  a  d a u g h te r  of h i s ,  a  w idow , who w a s  so f a i r  and  so  
a n g e l ic  to  b eh o ld  th a t  she  s e e m e d  no t a  m o r t a l ,  C r i s e i d a  by

^Root,  p. 102.
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n a m e ,  a s  a m ia b le  I a m  a d v is e d ,  a s  w is e ,  ^as m o d e s t ,  an d  a s  
w e l l - m a n n e r e d  a s  an y  o th e r  la d y  in  T ro y .

B e c a u se  of the  a u th o r 's  n e ed ,  h o w e v e r ,  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  h e r  b e t r a y a l ,

she  d i s p la y s  in  the  c o u r s e  of the  p o e m  two t r a i t s  no t so  co m m o n  to the

r o m a n t ic  h e r o in e  - -  s e n s u o u s n e s s  and a  te n d e n c y  to  c a lc u la te  co ld ly

the  a d v a n ta g e s  and  d is a d v a n ta g e s  of an y  s i tu a t io n  in  t e r m s  of h e r  own

w e l f a r e .  K e r  h a s  s a id  th a t  a l l  t h r e e  c h a r a c t e r s  "m ig h t  h ave  co m e  out

2
of the  G a rd e n  of the  D e c a m e ro n  . . . , " and  c e r ta in ly  C r i s e id a  is  

c o n v en tio n a l  enough, w ith  the  added  f l a v o r  of th e  l a s t  two t r a i t s ,  w h ich  

a r e  c o m m o n  to  the  c l e v e r  w o m e n  of th e  t a l e s  th e m s e lv e s .  T h is  l a s t  

change  f r o m  th e  co n v en t io n a l  h e r o in e  i s  r e in f o r c e d  by  h e r  r e l a t i v e ly  

low  s o c ia l  s t a tu s .

W hen T r o i lo  f i r s t  s e e s  h e r  a t  th e  f e s t iv a l ,  h e  s e e s  w ha t a p p e a r s  

to be  the  co n v en t io n a l  ro m a n t ic  h e ro in e  - -  t a l l ,  b e au t i fu l  and  h au gh ty .

She w as  t a l l  and  a l l  h e r  l im b s  w e r e  w e l l  p ro p o r t io n e d  to  h e r  
h e ig h t ;  h e r  fa c e  w as  a d o rn e d  w ith  b e a u ty  c e le s t i a l ,  and  in  h e r  w hole  
a p p e a r a n c e  sh e  show ed  a  w o m an ly  d ig n ity .  W ith h e r  a r m  s h e  r e 
m o v e d  h e r  m a n t le  f r o m  b e fo re  h e r  f a c e ,  m ak in g  ro o m  f o r  h e r s e l f  
and  p u sh in g  the  c ro w d  a  l i t t l e  a s id e .  ^

H e r  h a u g h t in e s s ,  a  t r a i t  of m o s t  c o u r t ly  l a d i e s ,  i s  p a r t  of h e r  a p p e a l

to T r o i lo :

T he  F i l o s t r a t o  of G iovanni B o c c a c c io ,  t r a n s .  N a th a n ie l  E .  G re e n  
and  A r t h u r  B. M y r ic k  (P h i la d e lp h ia :  U. of P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  1929), p .  139. 
A lthough  th e  t r a n s l a t o r s  ch anged  the  n a m e s  of the  c h a r a c t e r s  to  t h e i r  
E n g l i s h  e q u iv a le n ts ,  I h av e  changed  th e m  b a c k  f o r  c l a r i ty .  T h is  ed i t io n  
c i te d  h e r e a f t e r  a s  F i l o s t r a t o .

2
W. P .  K e r ,  E p ic  and R o m a n c e  (London: M a c m il la n ,  1897), p. 423. 

^Ib id . , p . 147.
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A s sh e  r e c o v e r e d  h e r  c o m p o s u r e ,  th a t  a c t  of h e r s  - -  som ew hat 
d isd a in fu l ,  a s  if she  w e re  to  s a y  'one  m a y  not s ta n d  h e r e '  - -  
p ro v e d  p le a s in g  to T r o i lo .  ^

T he  a c t io n  a l s o  s e r v e s  to  show  h e r  f r o m  the  f i r s t  q u ite  ab le  to  ta k e  c a r e

of h e r s e l f .

In th e  Second  P a r t  w hen  P a n d a r o  l e a r n s  of T r o i l o ' s  p a s s io n  fo r  

h i s  w idow ed  co u s in ,  he  t e l l s  T r o i lo  th a t  he  could  n o t  find  a  b e t t e r  o b je c t  

f o r  h i s  love  :

'No la d y  w as  e v e r  m o r e  d e s e r v in g ,  none w a s  e v e r  l i v e l i e r  and 
m o r e  e n te r ta in in g ,  none m o r e  p le a s in g  n o r  m o r e  g r a c io u s ,  none 
of l a r g e r  so u l  am ong  a l l  th a t  e v e r  h a v e  b een . N o r  is  th e r e  t a s k  
so  lo f ty  th a t  she  w ould no t u n d e r ta k e  a s  w i l l in g ly  a s  an y  k ing  o r  
w ould  la c k  c o u ra g e  to  c a r r y  to  c o m p le t io n ,  p ro v id e d  only  sh e  had  
the  p o w e r .

T h is  d e s c r ip t i o n  of h e r  s e r v e s  to  r e in f o r c e  th e  e a r l i e r  i m p r e s s i o n  of 

h e r  a s  a  w o m a n  who, though a  w idow, is qu ite  a b le  to  h o ld  h e r  own 

and  m a n a g e  f o r  h e r s e l f .

P a n d a r o  t e l l s  T r o i lo  th a t  th e r e  is  only  one p r o b le m :  C r i s e id a

is  m o r e  v i r tu o u s  than  o th e r  w o m en  and  h o ld s  love  in c o n tem p t.

'B u t  if  n a u g h t  e l s e  annoy u s ,  b e l ie v e  m e ,  I w i l l  w ith  m y  so f t  w o rd s  
f ind  a  w ay  to  cope w ith  th is ,  to  th e  r e l i e f  of thy  n e c e s s i t y .  P o s s e s s  
thy  so u l  in  p a t ie n c e ,  c u rb in g  w e l l  thy  w a r m  d e s i r e .

T he  fa u lt  h e  s p e a k s  of is  a  co m m o n  one am o n g  r o m a n t ic  la d ie s  and  no

fa u l t  a t  a l l ,  of c o u r s e ,  b u t  s im p ly  a  w ay  of h e ig h te n in g  the  i n t e r e s t  of

th e  s t o r y  and  the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of the  h e r o in e .  T h is  c o n te m p t  f o r  love

1 2 F i l o s t r a t o , p. 147. Ib id . , p. 173.

^Ib id . , p.  175.
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can , in  o th e r  r o m a n c e s ,  c r e a t e  p lo t i n t e r e s t  in the  s t r a t e g e m s  by  w hich 

the  h e r o  and h i s  f r ie n d  change  the la d y 's  in d if fe re n c e  to love  and c i r 

cu m v e n t  the  o th e r  o b s ta c le s  w hich  f e a r  and  c e n s u re  m a y  pu t in the  way. 

T h is  is  the  w ay  of the R om an  de la  R o s e , fo r  ex am p le .

In II F i l o s t r a t o , h o w e v e r ,  a l l  doubts  a r e  r e s o lv e d  in the  c o u rs e  

of the  c o n v e r s a t io n  in w hich  P a n d a r o  f i r s t  opens the  su b je c t .  C r is e id a  

b e g in s  by  fe ign ing  h o r r o r  of the  id e a  of su ch  an  a f f a i r :

'O God h e lp  m e! W hat w il l  o th e r s  do now th a t  thou  s t r i v e s t  to 
m a k e  m e  follow  the p r e c e p t s  of Love ? ' ^

She p r o t e s t s  th a t  h e r  h e a r t  is  s t i l l  h e a v y  b e c a u s e  of the  d ea th  of h e r

h u s b a n d .  On the  h e e ls  of th i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  she  show s w ha t i s  h e r  m o re

im m e d ia te  c o n c e rn :

'And if  anyone should  have  m y  lo v e ,  c e r ta in ly  to h im  would  I 
g ive  i t ,  p ro v id e d  only  th a t  I thought th a t  it w ould  p le a s e  h im .  But 
a s  th o u  s h o u ld s t  c l e a r ly  know, the  fa n c ie s  w hich  he  h a th  now, 
o f ten  o c c u r ,  and l a s t  fo u r  o r  five  d a y s ,  and th en  p a s s  l ig h t ly  
aw ay , love  changing  a s  though t ch ange th .

She t e l l s  P a n d a r o  to find so m eo n e  e l s e  f o r  T ro i lo ,  and  he  a n g r i ly  s t a r t s

to  le a v e ,  th en  tu r n s  b ack  to  w a rn  h e r  th a t  she  w ill  no t be  young f o r e v e r .

It i s  a  s im p le  r e m in d e r ,  b u t in  h e r  r e p ly  she  show s th a t  h e r  c i ta d e l

h a s  fa l le n :

'A la s ,  ' s a id  C r i s e id a ,  ' th o u  s p e a k e s t  the  t r u th  . . . .  The g r e a t e r  
n u m b e r  d ie  b e fo re  the  p a th  g ra n te d  by  the  c e le s t i a l  f i r e  is  co m p le ted .  
B ut l e t  u s  now s to p  th ink ing  of th is ,  and  te l l  m e  w h e th e r  I m a y  s t i l l

F̂ i l o s t r a t o , p. 187.

^Ibid.
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h av e  s o la c e  and jo y  of lo v e ,  and  in  w ha t w ay  thou  d id s t  f i r s t  ta k e  
n o te  of T ro i lo ,  ' ^

P a n d a r o  t e l l s  the s to ry ,  and  sh e  is  won, a sk in g  only  th a t  th in g s  be h an d led  

d i s c r e e t l y .

The a c c o m p l is h e d  w ay  in w hich  sh e  s e t s  ab o u t  b r in g in g  the  a f f a i r  

to a  c o n c lu s io n  in d ic a te s  th a t  h e r  re p u te d  a v e r s io n  to  love  h a s  p ro b a b ly  

b e en  a  c o v e r  fo r  h e r  r e p u ta t io n .  The d eb a te  w ith  h e r s e l f  in  w h ich  she  

en g ag es  a f t e r  P a n d a r o 's  d e p a r t u r e  is  the s t a n d a r d  one; h o w e v e r ,  com ing  

a s  i t  d o e s  on the h e e ls  of h e r  sw if t  a p p ro v a l  of P a n d a r o ' s  s u i t  f o r  T r o i lo ,  

i t  r in g s  ho llow . Any s u s p e n s e  i t  m ig h t  h av e  g e n e r a te d  is d is p e l le d  by  

h e r  n e x t  a c t io n .  On h e a r in g  the  new s f r o m  P a n d a r o ,  T r o i lo  r u s h e s  to 

C r i s e i d a ' s  h o u se  to  ca tc h  a  g l im p s e  of h e r .

She w as  s tan d in g  a t  one of h e r  w indow s and  w as  p e rc h a n c e  e x 
p e c t in g  w ha t h ap p en ed . N ot h a r s h  n o r  fo rb id d in g  d id  she  show  h e r 
s e l f  to w a rd  T ro i lo  a s  he  looked  a t  h e r ,  b u t  a t  a l l  t im e s  c a s t  to w a rd  
h im  m o d e s t  g lan ces  o v e r  h e r  r ig h t  s h o u ld e r ,  ^

A f te r  an  exchange  of l e t t e r s  in w h ich  sh e  a r t f u l ly  i n c r e a s e s  the 

a r d o r  and  hope  of T r o i lo ,  C r e s e id a  g ives  P a n d a r o  h e r  o ff ic ia l  a c q u i e s 

c e n c e .  W hen P a n d a ro  p r e s s e s  h e r  f o r  a  p r o p e r  t im e ,  she  a r r a n g e s  

the  m e e t in g  w ith  s u sp ic io u s  e ff ic iency :

'T h o u  k n o w es t ,  ' s a id  C r i s e i d a ,  ' th a t  t h e r e  a r e  so m e  la d ie s  
and  o th e r  peop le  w ith  m e  in  th is  h o u se .  S om e of th e m  a r e  to  go 
to  the  com ing  f e s t iv a l .  T h en  I s h a l l  r e m a i n  w ith  h im ,  I hope 
th a t  th is  d e la y  c au se  h im  no an x ie ty .  Of th e  s a m e  m a n n e r  of h is

^Ib id . , p, 191,

^Ibid . ,  p, 203.
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com ing  I s h a l l  th e n  ta lk  w ith  th e e .  See on ly  th a t  he  be p ru d e n t  
an d  know w e ll  how  to co n ce a l  h is  d e s i r e s .  ^

T h u s  s p e a k s  the  v o ic e  of e x p e r ie n c e .

T he a c t io n  of the  T h i rd  P a r t  of th e  p o e m  c o r r e s p o n d s  ro u g h ly

to  th a t  of Book III of T r o i lu s  and C r i s e y d e . In th is  p a r t  of the  s t o r y  - -

th e  c o n su m m a t io n  of the  love  of the  p a i r  - - a n  e le m e n t  i s  b ro u g h t  fo rw a rd

in  C r i s e i d a ' s  c h a r a c t e r  w hich  w as  on ly  h in te d  a t  b e f o r e ,  h e r  s e n s u a l i ty .

B o c c a c c io  p r e s e n t s  th is  th ro u g h  h ig h ly  s p e c i f ic  d e s c r ip t io n .  W hen

C r i s e i d a  k e e p s  on h e r  sh if t ,  say in g  th a t  she  is  "b a sh fu l ,  " T r o i lo  r e p l i e s ,

"S ou l of m e ,  I p r a y  th e e  re m o v e  it ,  so  th a t  I m a y  h a v e  th e e  n a k ed  in

m y  a r m s ,  a s  m y  h e a r t  d e s i r e th .  " She r e p l i e s ,  "B eh o ld ,  I r id  m y s e l f

of it.

In the  F o u r th  P a r t ,  the  im p e n d in g  s e p a r a t io n  is  ann o u n ced .

W om en  c o m e  to c o m f o r t  C r i s e id a  on h e a r in g  the  new s o f h e r  co m in g  

d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  th e  c i ty .  B o c c a c c io 's  c o m m e n t  on t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  show s 

o n ce  a g a in  how l i t t l e  the  c o u r t ly  code so f te n e d  a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd  th e  se x  

in  g e n e r a l :

But a f t e r  a  d e a l  of fo o l ish  cac k l in g ,  su ch  a s  m o s t  w o m e n  m a k e ,  
th e y  to o k  t h e i r  le a v e  and w ent t h e i r  w a y s .  ^

T r o i lo  c o m e s  a l s o  to  l a m e n t  h e r  d e p a r t u r e ,  and  h e r  a n s w e r ,  sounding

f o r  a l l  the  w o r ld  l ik e  a  p a s s a g e  f r o m  A n d r e a s ,  i s  r e v e a l in g  of h e r

coo l p r a c t i c a l i t y :

^Ibid. , p. 235 .  ^Ibid. , p. 253.

^Ibid. , p. 329 .
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'O u r  love w hich  p le a s e th  th ee  so m u ch , p le a s e th  thee  b e c a u s e  
thou  m u s t  a c t  s e c r e t l y  an d  s e ld o m  c o m e  to th is  p la c e .  But if  thou 
w il t  have  m e  f r e e ly ,  soon  w ill  be e x t in g u is h e d  the  glowing to r c h  w h ich  
now enk ind le th  th e e  - -  and  m e l ik e w is e .  F o r  if, a s  now, w e w ish  
o u r  love  to  l a s t ,  i t  m u s t  e v e r  l ie  c o n ce a led .  ' ^

A f te r  the s e p a r a t io n ,  C r i s e id a  s i t s  g r ie v in g  fo r  T r o i lo  and  vowing 

to  r e t u r n  to  h im  w h a te v e r  the  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  A lthough it  i s  only  the  th i r d  

day , D io m ed e , who h a s  d iv in ed  h e r  s e c r e t ,  c o m e s  to h e r  and p r e d ic t s  

th a t  T r o y  is  doom ed  and  a l l  i t s  in h a b i ta n ts  w ith  i t .  A f te r  speak ing  of 

th is  and of the  s u p e r io r i t y  of G re e k s  o v e r  T r o j a n s ,  he vows h is  love  and  

w o r th in e s s .  T ru e  to  f o r m ,  C r i s e id a  e n c o u r a g e s  h im  in  the v e r y  a c t  of 

r e j e c t i n g  h im .  She can n o t  a c c e p t  h im  - -  e v en  though h e  is  of ro y a l  

b lood .

And th is  c a u s e th  m e  m u c h  w o n d e r  th a t  thou  c a n s t  p la c e  thy  m in d  
upon an  in s ig n if ic a n t  w om an , a s  I a m ,  of low ran k . F o r  th e e  the 
f a i r  H e len  w ould b e  m o r e  f i t t in g .  I a m  in  d i s t r e s s  and  n o t  d is p o se d  
to  l i s t e n  to  su ch  a  d e c la r a t io n .  I do n o t  m e a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  I a m  
s o r r y  to be loved  fa i th fu l ly  by  th ee .

The sp e e c h  is  not su ch  a s  u t t e r ly  to  c r u s h  any o n e , and  D iom ede  goes

aw ay  m u c h  m o r e  hopefu l th a n  he c am e .

T a l l  he  w as and  w e l l - f a v o r e d  in  p e r s o n ,  young, f r e s h ,  and  v e r y  
p le a s in g ,  and  s t r o n g  and  haugh ty , a s  m e n  s a y ,  g ra c e fu l  of sp e e c h  
a s  e v e r  any  o th e r  G re e k ,  and  he had  a  n a tu r e  p ro n e  to  lo v e .  W hich 
th in g s  C r i s e id a  in  the  m id s t  of h e r  w o es  k e p t  p o n d e r in g  to  h e r s e l f   ̂
w hen  he had  d e p a r t e d ,  h e s i t a t in g  w h e th e r  to a p p ro a c h  o r  a v o id  h im .

A s b e fo re ,  a l l  C r i s e id a  n e e d e d  w as  a  s u g g e s t io n .  The c o n v e r s a t io n  h a s

ta k e n  p la c e  on the  t h i r d  d a y  a f t e r  h e r  s e p a r a t io n ;  y e t  she  h a s  a l r e a d y

1 2
Ibid. , p. 361.  Ib id . , p. 423 .

^Ibid. , p. 425 .
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m o r e  th an  h a lf  d ec id ed  to m ak e  the change to D iom ede. L ong  a f t e r  th is ,  

she  w r i t e s  to  T ro i lo  te l l in g  h im  th a t  she  loves  h im  m o r e  th a n  e v e r  and 

g iv ing  m a n y  e x c u s e s  f o r  the  d e lay  of h e r  r e tu rn .  T h is  i s  the  l a s t  we 

s e e  of C r i s e i d a .  The r e s t  of the  p o e m  - -  so m e  f o r t y - t h r e e  s ta n z a s  

is  ta k e n  up w ith  the  g r ie f  and f in a l  d ea th  of T ro i lo ,  p lu s  an  ep ilogue  w a r n 

ing of f a l s e  w om en .

T h is  i s  B o c c a c c io 's  h e ro in e  then . She h a s  f e a tu r e s  of the  c o u r t ly  

l a d ie s ;  b e a u ty ,  h a u g h t in e s s ,  d i s c r e t i o n ,  h igh  s p i r i t .  On the o th e r  hand , 

l ik e  the  un fa ith fu l w om en  in  the  fab l ia u x ,  she  is  cool, c l e v e r ,  p r a c t i c a l ,  

an d  e v e r  r e a d y  to s e iz e  the  m a in  c h an c e .  E ven  h e r  a p p a r e n t  v i r t u e s  of 

m o d e s ty  and  re lu c ta n c e  to be w ooed tu r n  out to hav e  the  a im  of enhanc ing  

h e r  v a lu e  and p r e s e r v i n g  h e r  r e p u ta t io n .  T hat C h a u c e r  h a s  changed  the  

c h a r a c t e r  m a t e r i a l l y  in  h is  p o em  we can  se e  by  c o m p a r in g  h is  C r is e y d e  

w ith  B o c c a c c io 's  h e ro in e .

F r o m  the  f i r s t  s ig h t  of C r i s e y d e ,  th e re  a r e  h in t s  th a t  she  is  in

so m e  d e g re e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  h e r  p ro to ty p e  in the  F i l o s t r a t o . Unlike th a t

w o m an , sh e  i s  so m ew h a t m o re  r e t i r i n g :

. . . sh e  s tood  ful lowe and s t i l l e  a llone ,
B yhynden  o th e r  folk, in  l i t e l  b r e d e .
And n e ig h  the  d o re ,  ay  u n d re  s h a m e s  d re d e .
S im p le  of a t i r  and d e b o n a ire  of c h e r e .
W ith ful a s s u r e d  lokyng and m a n e  r e .  ^

^G eo ffrey  C h au c e r ,  T r o i lu s  and C r i s e y d e , I, 11. 178-82 f r o m  
The W orks  of G eo ffrey  C h a u c e r , ed. F .  N. R o b in so n  (B oston : H oughton 
M ifflin , 1957). A ll r e f e r e n c e s  to  C h a u c e r 's  te x t  a r e  f r o m  th is  w o rk  and 
the  l in e s  a r e  c i ted  follow ing the  te x t .
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In h is  f i r s t  fu ll  d e s c r ip t i o n  of C r i s e y d e ,  C h a u c e r  fo llow s  B o c c a c c io  

th a t  the  w o m an  is  ta l l :  "She nas  n a t  w ith  the  l e s t e  of h i r e  s t a t u r e .  . . . "  

(I, 281) In Book F iv e ,  h o w e v e r ,  he  c h a n g e s  h is  m in d ;  " C r i s e y d e  m en e  

w as  of h i r e  s t a tu r e  . . . . " (V, 806) R o b in so n  n o te s  th a t  the  l a t e r  

d e s c r ip t i o n  is  in a g r e e m e n t  w ith  the  v e r s i o n s  of J o s e p h  of E x e te r ,

B en o i t  de  S a in te - M a u r e ,  and Guido d e l le  C olonne.  ̂ T h is  is  in  k eep ing  

w ith  C h a u c e r 's  o b s e r v a b le  te n d en c y  a w a y  f r o m  B o c c a c c io 's  v e r s io n  

a f t e r  the  f i r s t  book. In the  c o u rs e  of B ook  Two, C h a u c e r  b e g in s  to 

m a k e  h i s  own the s to r y  i t s e l f ,  and no t s im p ly  the  n a r r a t i v e  f r a m e .  

C r i s e y d e ' s  c h a r a c t e r  b e g in s  to  u n d e rg o  c h a n g e s  w ith  th e  f i r s t  v i s i t  

of P a n d a r u s .

In th e  m e a n t im e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  l i t t l e  h in t s .  T h e r e  is  the 

C r i s e i d a  of II F i l o s t r a t o  "m ak in g  ro o m  f o r  h e r s e l f  and  pu sh in g  the  c ro w d  

a  l i t t l e  a s id e ,  " b e s id e  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  of C r is e y d e :

. . . c r e a t u r e  
W as n e v e r e  l a s s e  m a n n y s s h  in  s e m y n g e .
And ek  the  p u re  w is e  of h i r e  m e v y n g e  
Shew ed w el th a t  m e n  m ygh t in  h i r e  g e s s e  
H o n o u r ,  e s tâ t ,  and  w o m m a n ly  n o b le s s e .

(I, 283-87)

L ik e  C r i s e i d a ,  sh e  is  a  l i t t l e  h augh ty , b u t  h e r  look  d o e s  n o t  qu ite  m e a n

the  l a t t e r ' s "One m a y  no t s tan d  h e r e " :

To T r o i lu s  r ig h t  w o n d e r  w e l w ith  a l le  
Gan f o r  to  l ik e  h i r e  m evynge  and  h i r e  c h e r e .
W hich s o m d e l  de ig n o u s  w a s ,  f o r  sh e  l e t  fa l l

^Robinson,  p. 834n.
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H ire  look  a  l i te  a s id e  in  sw ich  m an e  r e ,
A s c a u n c e s ,  'W hat! m a y  I n a t  s to n d en  h i r e  ? '

(I, 288-92)

P a n d a r u s 's  d e s c r ip t i o n  of h is  n ie c e  s e e m s  a lm o s t  the  s a m e  a s  

P a n d a r o ' s  of h is  c o u s in :

. I n e v e r e  s a  ugh a  m o r e  boun tevous  
Of h i r e  e s t â t ,  n 'a  g la d d e r ,  ne of s p e c h e  
A f r e n d ly e r ,  n 'a  m o r  g ra c io u s  
F o r  to do w e l,  ne  l a s s e  had d e  nede  to  sec h e  
W hat f o r  to don; and  a l  th is  b e t  to e ch e .
In h o n o u r ,  to  a s  f e r  a s  sh e  m a y  s t r e c c h e ,
A k y n g es  h e r t e  s e m e th  by  h y r s  a  w r e c c h e .  '

(I, 883-89)

T h is  is  the  s a m e  k ind  of co n v en t io n a l ly  h ig h -p i tc h e d ,  ro m a n t ic  p r a i s e  

of the  F i l o s t r a t o ; h o w e v e r ,  one e le m e n t  of th e  e a r l i e r  d e s c r ip t i o n  is  

s ig n i f ic a n t ly  m is s in g .  P a n d a r u s  does  n o t  s a y  w ha t w as  s a id  of C r i s e id a  

t h a t  sh e  d e s p i s e s  lo v e .  In th a t  p o em , a s  a l r e a d y  n o ted ,  th is  is  a  r u s e  

w h ic h  C r i s e i d a  m a n a g e s  f o r  h e r  own e n d s .  T a k e n  w ith  c h an g es  to  be 

n o te d  l a t e r ,  the  o m is s io n  is  s ig n if ic a n t .

"B ook II, " s a y s  P r o f e s s o r  Root, " m a y  be c a l led  the  boo k  of 

C r i s e y d e .  An o v e rw h e lm in g  p ro p o r t io n  of the  l in e s  is  d e d ic a te d  to  the  

un fo ld ing  of h e r  c h a r a c t e r .  And c e r t a in ly ,  though o th e r  e l e m e n t s  of 

h e r  c h a r a c t e r  a r e  r e v e a le d  l a t e r ,  m u ch  of th e  c o m p le x i ty  of h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  

is  r e v e a le d  in  the  c o u r s e  of th is  book. W hat m a n y  h a v e  n o t  r e c o g n iz e d  

is  the  f a c t  th a t  th is  book  is  a l s o  w h e re  C h a u c e r  h a s  added  the  new  e v en ts  

to  th e  s t o r y  a s  to ld  in  th e  F i l o s t r a t o . S u r e ly  i t  i s  n o t  w ith o u t  s ig n if ic a n c e

^Root, p. 107
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th a t  the  v e r y  book  w h ich  s e e k s  to p r e s e n t  the  c h a r a c t e r  of C r is e y d e  is  

j u s t  the  one w h e re  new  p lo t  e le m e n ts  h av e  b e e n  added.

It i s  in  the  S econd  P a r t  of II F i l o s t r a t o  th a t  C r i s e id a  a l s o  r e v e a ls  

a  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n  b e lo w  h e r  o u tw a rd  g u is e ,  b u t  h e r s  is  a  co n sc io u s  

d e c e p t io n  fo r  c o n sc io u s ,  s im p le  ends. If s o m e  c r i t i c s  a r e  c o r r e c t  in 

s a y in g  th a t  C r is e y d e  is  a l s o  a  d e c e iv e r  and  an  o p p o r tu n is t ,  she  is  m u ch  

m o r e  c o m p lex ly  so . A nd p ro b a b ly  s e l f - d e c e iv e d  a s  w e ll .  B e c a u se  of 

th e  c o m p lic a t io n s  w h ich  he  h a s  in t ro d u c e d ,  i t  s e e m s  th a t  if t h e r e  is  

a n y w h e re  a  p a t t e r n  to  C h a u c e r 's  a d a p ta t io n  of II F i l o s t r a to  i t  i s  to  be 

s e e n  in  Book Two. F o r  th is  r e a s o n ,  the  c o m p a r i s o n  of i t  w ith  i t s  s o u rc e  

w i l l  be  c lo se  and ex ten d ed .

The Book b e g in s  w ith  the  v i s i t  of P a n d a r u s  to C r i s e y d e 's  p a la c e .  

T h is  m an , h o w e v e r ,  is  no lo n g e r  the  young R e n a is s a n c e  r a k e  of II 

F i l o s t r a t o . As R o b in so n  p o in ts  out, " C h a u c e r ,  by  m ak ing  h im  a  g e n e r a 

t io n  o ld e r  - -  C r i s e y d e 's  unc le  - - a t  once  c o m p l ic a te s  h is  c h a r a c t e r .

T he  e a r l i e r  P a n d a ro  h a d  r e a s s u r e d  h is  f r i e n d  th a t  a l l  w o m en  a r e  r e a d y  

f o r  lo v e ,  and  so h is  co u s in ,  a t  l e a s t ,  p ro v e d ,  m anag ing  the  a f f a i r  once  

i t  h a d  begun . The change  in  P a n d a r u s 's  c h a r a c t e r  and  ro le  p o in t  to  a  

change  in  th a t  of C r i s e y d e .  U ntil the  end , i t  is  he  who m a n a g e s  th in g s ,  

a r r a n g in g  the  m e e t in g  a s  C r i s e id a  h ad  done in  H F i l o s t r a t o . As we 

s h a l l  s e e ,  D iom ed is  g iv en  a  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r  to c o n fo rm  to the  s o m e 

w h a t d i f f e r e n t  p a r t  w h ich  he is  to p lay .  As th e se  c h a r a c t e r s  b e c o m e  m o r e

^Robinson,  p. 387.
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a c t iv e  in  the  s to ry ,  the  h e ro in e  b e c o m e s  c o r re s p o n d in g ly  m o r e  p a s s iv e ,

m o r e  like  the u s u a l  ro m a n t ic  h e ro in e  - -  l ik e  E m e ly e  in  the  K n ig h t 's

T a l e , though w ith  m u c h  m o re  c h a r a c t e r  and co m p lex ity .

B o c c a c c io  co n ten ted  h im s e l f  w ith  say ing  th a t  th e r e  w as  joking

an d  la u g h te r  w hen  P a n d a r o  and  C r i s e id a  got to g e th e r ,  C h au c e r  adds  a

b i t  of c o m p lic a t io n  a lm o s t  a t  once . P a n d a r u s  in v i te s  C r is e y d e  to dance

an d  do o th e r  M a y - o b s e r v a n c e s .

' I ?  God fo rb e d e !  ' quod sh e ,  'be  ye m a d ?
Is th a t  a  w id ew es  l i f ,  so God yow s a v e ?
By God, ye m a k e n  m e ry g h t  s o o re  ad rad !
Ye b en  so w y lde , i t  s e m e th  a s  ye ra v e .
It s a te  m e  w el b e t  ay  in  a  cave  
To b idde  and r e d e  on ho ly  s e y n te s  ly v e s ;
L a t  m a y d en s  gon to  d au n ce ,  and  yonge w yves . '

(II, 113-19)

T h is  is  not such  a  r e a c t io n  a s  the  e a r l i e r  h e ro in e  w ould  h a v e  given . It 

m a y  w e ll  be  th a t  C r i s e y d e  is  m o re  in t e r e s t e d  in p r e s e r v i n g  h e r  r e p u t a 

t io n  than  in  any  mo r e  r e l ig io u s  l i fe ,  bu t the p a s s a g e  s e r v e s  to show th a t  

f e a r f u ln e s s  w hich  is  su ch  a  d o m inan t t r a i t  of h e r s  - -  and  no t a t  a l l  in 

e v id en c e  in  the c h a r a c t e r  of C r i s e id a .  The d i f f e r e n c e  is  s e e n  ag a in  

in  the  p a r a l l e l  p a s s a g e s  in  w hich  c o u s in  and unc le  t r y  to  w he t the  c u r io s i ty  

of the  h e ro in e .  C r i s e id a  k e ep s  p r e s s in g  h e r  c o u s in  to  co m e  to the  po in t. 

C r i s e y d e ,  on the  o th e r  hand , te l l s  h im ,

'Now, unc le  m y n , I ny l yow nought d is p le s e .
N o r  ax en  m o r e  th a t  m a y  do yow d i s e s e .  '

(II, 146-47)

T h is  m a y  be s im p ly  a n  a r t fu l  w ay of m ak ing  h im  com e to the  point, b u t  

o th e r  p a s s a g e s  s e r v e  to  in d ic a te  th a t  sh e  h a s  p a r t ly  g u e s s e d  w hat h e  is
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abou t to s ay  an d  is  bo th  b u rn in g  to  h e a r  i t  and f e a r f u l  of b e in g  faced  w ith

th e  n e c e s s i t y  to  a c t  on w h a te v e r  he  h a s  to  say .

'Now, m y  good em , f o r  G oddes  lo v e ,  I p re y e .
Quod sh e ,  'c o m e  of, and t e l l e  m e  w hat it is!
F o r  b o th  I a m  a g a s t  w ha t ye w ol s e y e .
And ek  m e  lo n g e th  i t  to  w ite ,  ywys ;
F o r  w h e th i r  i t  be  w el o r  be  a m y s .
Say on, l a t  m e  n a t  in  th is  f e e r e  d w e lle .  '

(II, 309-14)

In b o th  p o e m s  the w o m en  p r o t e s t ,  on h e a r in g  the  new s th a t  th ey

a r e  lo v ed , th a t  t h e i r  r e la t iv e  sh o u ld  b e  p ro te c t in g  t h e i r  v i r t u e  r a t h e r  th an

a id in g  in  the lo s s  of it . The f a c t  th a t  th is  is  s a id  to  th e  l a d y 's  unc le  in

the  s e c o n d  p o e m  g iv e s  i t  an  ad d ed  f o r c e .  A lso  C r i s e i d a ,  a s  we have

s e e n ,  expends  on ly  one s ta n z a  in  la m e n t in g  the p e r f id y  of the  w o rld

b e fo re  r e v e a l in g  the  r e a l  s o u rc e  of h e r  f e a r  c o n c e rn in g  T r o i lo :

'.  . . a s  th o u  sh o u ld s t  c l e a r ly  know , the fa n c ie s  w h ich  h e  h a th  
now, o f ten  o c c u r ,  and  l a s t  fo u r  o r  f ive  d a y s ,  and  th e n  p a s s  l ig h tly  
aw ay , lo v e  chang ing  a s  though t change th . ' ^

In th e  F i r s t  P a r t  of II F i l o s t r a t o , T r o i lo ,  w hen d i s p a r a g in g  lo v e r s ,

a l s o  s a y s  th a t  he  h a s  t r i e d  th a t  g a m e .

In C h a u c e r ' s  p o em , of c o u r s e ,  T ro i lu s  is  w h o lly  in e x p e r ie n c e d  

in  lo v e .  C r i t i c s  who s a y  th a t  th e  h e r o e s  of the two p o e m s  a r e  ju s t  a l ik e  

m ig h t  do w e l l  to a s s e s s  w hat i t  m e a n s  f o r  C h a u c e r  to  h av e  m a d e  a  l e s s  

e x p e r ie n c e d ,  l e s s  p r a c t i c e d  h e r o .  C e r ta in ly  the  h e r o i n e 's  f i r s t  r e a c t io n  

to  the  a f f a i r  i s  changed:

^ F i lo s t r a t o ,  p. 187.
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'W hat! i s  th is  a l  the  jo y e  and  a l  the  f e s t e ?
Is th is  y o u re  r e e d  ? Is th is  m y  b l i s fu l  c a s ?
Is th is  th e  v e r r a y  m ed e  of y o u re  b y h e s te ?
Is a l  th is  p a y n te d  p r o c è s  se y d ,  a l i a s  !
R igh t f o r  th is  fy n ?  O la d y  m y n , P a l l a s  I 
Thow in  th is  d re d fu l  c as  f o r  m e  p u rv e y e  
F o r  so  a s to n e d  a m  I th a t  I d e y e .  '

(II, 421-27)

H e r  ca l l in g  on A th e n a  m a y  r e m in d  us of E m e ly e 's  p r a y e r  to A th en a  in

th e  K n ig h t 's  T a le .  T h a t  the  g o d d e ss  p r o te c te d  n e i t h e r  is not the  on ly

p a r a l l e l  b e tw e e n  the  two h e r o in e s ,  a s  we s h a l l  p r e s e n t l y  see .

C. S. L e w is  h a s  c a l le d  C h a u c e r ' s  ch an g e s  of H F i l o s t r a t o  "a

p r o c e s s  of m e d ie v a l iz a t io n .  He e x p la in s  th i s  in  p a r t  by  say in g ,

The B ook  of T r o i lu s  show s . . . the  v e r y  p e c u l i a r  l i t e r a r y  p h e 
n o m en o n  of C h a u c e r  g ro p in g  b a c k ,  unknow ing ly , th ro u g h  the  v e r y  
s l ig h t ly  m e d ie v a l  w o rk  of B o c c a c c io ,  to  th e  g e n u in e ly  m e d ie v a l  
fo r m u la  of C h r e s t i e n .  ^

H e goes  on to  d e f in e  th is  'm e d ie v a l i z a t i o n '  a s  a  r e t u r n  to o ld e r  l i t e r a r y

i n t e r e s t s :  to  i n t e r e s t  in th e  p o e m  a s  h i s t o r y  f r o m  th e  T r o ja n  p e r io d ,

in  f lo w e r s  of r h e t o r i c  fo r  t h e i r  own s a k e ,  in  " d o c t ry n e  and s e n te n c e ,  "

a n d  f in a l ly  in  th e  code  of c o u r t ly  lo v e .  L ew is  p o in ts  ou t in th is  l a s t

r e g a r d  th a t  C h a u c e r

no t on ly  m o d if ie d  h is  s t o r y  so  a s  to  m a k e  i t  a  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  a c t io n  of the  o r th o d o x  e r o t i c  cod e ,  b u t h e  a l s o  
w en t  out of h i s  w ay  to e m p h a s iz e  i t s  d id a c t ic  e le m e n t .  ^

^C. S. L e w is ,  "W hat C h a u c e r  R e a l ly  Did to II F i l o s t r a t o , " 
E s s a y s  and  S tu d i e s , vo l. XVII (1932), p. 56.

^Ib id . , pp.  5 8 - 9 .

3
I b i d . , p. 66 .
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L ew is  d o es  no t e x p la in  th is  " d id a c t ic  e le m e n t" ;  h o w e v e r ,  it s e e m s  

l ik e ly  f r o m  the  im p o r t  of the  r e s t  of the  e s s a y  th a t  he  m e a n s  the  kind 

of c o u r t ly - lo v e  d id a c t i c i s m  of C h re s t i e n  in  T he  K night of the C a r t . M uch 

of L e w is 's  a rg u m e n t  is  th a t  C h au ce r  w as  en gaged  in  the  T ro i lu s  in  c o r 

r e c t in g  the  e r r o r s  a g a in s t  the  code m a d e  by  B o cc a cc io .  C h a u c e r 's  change  

of the  ep ilogue  a lo n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  would s e e m  to re fu te  th i s .  B o c c a c c io 's  

ep i lo g u e  d ra w s  the  c o r r e c t  co u r t ly  m o r a l  f r o m  the  s to r y :  shun  fick le  

and  u n w o rth y  w o m e n  in  fa v o r  of the p e r f e c t  one.

T he p e r f e c t  la d y  h a th  a  s t r o n g e r  d e s i r e  to be loved  and  tak e th  
d e l ig h t  in lov ing ; sh e  d i s c e r n e th  and s e e th  w ha t is to  be e sch ew ed ; 
she  a v o id e th  and c h o o se th ;  fo r e s ig h t  sh e  h a th  and lo o k e th  to the 
fu l f i lm e n t  of h e r  e n g a g e m e n ts .  A ll  su c h  la d ie s  a r e  to be fo llow ed, 
bu t cho ice  sh o u ld  no t be m ad e  in h a s te ,  f o r  th e y  a r e  no t a l l  w ise ,  
b e c a u s e  th e y  m a y  be  o ld e r  and age  l e s s e n e th  w o r th .  ^

T h i s ,  i t  s e e m s ,  is  the  p r o p e r  m o r a l  to b e  d ra w n  f r o m  the s to r y  by an

ex p o n en t  of c o u r t ly  lo v e ,  a s  Lew is  sa y s  C h a u c e r  i s .  T h a t  i t  is  no t the

m o r a l  d ra w n  b y  C h a u c e r ,  the p a r a l l e l  p a s s a g e  in  T r o i lu s  and C r is e y d e

show s c le a r ly .

"O g io v a n e t t i ,  " s a y s  B o ccacc io ,  d o n ' t  t r u s t  w o m en  too ligh tly .

2
S e a r c h  c a r e fu l ly  f o r  the  " p e r f e t ta  donna. " W hat o u r  a u th o r  s a y s ,  on

the  o th e r  hand , a l l  r e a d e r s  of C h a u c e r  r e m e m b e r :

O yonge , f r e s s h e  fo lk e s ,  he  o r  sh e .
In w hich  th a t  lo v e  up g row eth  w ith  y o u re  ag e ,
R e p e y re th  h o m  f r o  w o r ld ly  vany te .
And of y o u re  h e r t e  up c a s te th  the  v is a g e  
T o  th ilke  God th a t  a f t e r  h is  y m ag e

1 2 
F i l o s t r a t o ,  p. 499. Ibid. , pp . 4 9 8 -9 9 .
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Yow m a d e ,  and thynketh  a l  nys  but a f a i r e  
T h i s  w o r ld ,  th a t  p a s s e t h  soone  as  f l o u r e s  f a i r e .

(V, 1835-41)

R a th e r  th an  'm e d ie v a l iz a t io n ,  ' th is  is  tu rn in g  f r o m  one k ind  of m e d ie v a l  

m o r a l  to a n o th e r .  A t t r a c t iv e  a s  it is  a s  a  co n v en ien t  e x p lan a t io n  of w hat 

C h a u c e r  r e a l ly  did to II F i l o s t r a t o ,  L e w is 's  d e s c r ip t io n  ten d s  to o v e r lo o k  

p a r t  of the  a u th o r ' s  r e v i s io n s .

L e w is 's  r e f e r r i n g  the  re v i s io n s  b a c k  in the  d i re c t io n  of C h re s t i e n  

de T r o y e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  can  be h e lp fu l .  If, a s  s e e m s  t r u e ,  a l l  f o u r  of the  

c h a r a c t e r s  have  b een  changed , p e rh a p s  t h e r e  is  a d i s c e r n a b le  te n d en c y  

to  the  c h a n g e s .  B ec a u se  th is  is a  s tudy  only  of C r i s e y d e 's  c h a r a c t e r ,  

a  q u ick  g la n ce  a t  the  chan g es  in the  o th e r  c h a r a c t e r s  w ill  h a v e  to  su ff ic e .  

T r o i lu s ,  a s  we h av e  s ee n ,  is not e x p e r ie n c e d  in  love a s  w as  T r o i lo ;  

P a n d a r u s  i s  o ld e r  than  P a n d a r o ,  m o r e  e x p e r ie n c e d ,  m o r e  c o m ic ,  unc le  

not c o u s in  of the  h e ro in e ,  and  m o r e  c o n sc io u s  of h is  o b lig a t io n s  to  h e r  

and  h e r  d ep en d en ce  on h im ;  D iom ede  in  II F i l o s t r a t o  is m o r e  the  c o n v e n 

t io n a l  l o v e r  - -  aw ed by the la d y ,  d e s p a i r in g  b u t  d e te r m in e d  to  t e l l  h is  

love - -  w h e r e a s  the D iom ed of T r o i lu s  and  C r is e y d e  is  p r a c t i c e d  and  

a g g r e s s i v e ,  know ing w hat he  w an ts  and how to g e t  i t .  In th e  f i r s t  p a r t  

of the  p o e m , unlike  II F i l o s t r a t o , P a n d a r u s  in i t i a te s  and  d i r e c t s  a lm o s t  

a l l  of the  a c t io n .  In the  l a s t  p a r t ,  D iom ed  ta k e s  o v e r  w ith  th e  s a m e  s o r t  

of p r a c t i c e d  s k i l l .  T r o i lu s  is  a  m o re  p a s s iv e  c h a r a c t e r  in C h a u c e r ' s  

po em , d epend ing  on P a n d a r u s  f o r  gu idance  in the  a f fa i r ,  e v en  unc lo th ed  

and t o s s e d  in to  bed  by h im  a f t e r  fa in ting  a t  a c r u c i a l  m o m e n t .  By e n la rg in g
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the  p a r t s  of P a n d a r u s  and  D iom ed , and  by  m a k in g  th e m  so m u ch  in c o n t ro l  

of th in g s ,  C h a u c e r  h a s  m a d e  a m o r e  p a s s iv e  c h a r a c t e r  of T r o i lu s  in  the  

f i r s t  p a r t  of the  p o em  - -  and of C r is e y d e  in b o th  p a r t s .

W hen C r i s e id a  d e c id e s ,  in  the F i l o s t r a t o , to give h e r  love  to  

T r o i lo ,  sh e  im m e d ia te ly  ta k e s  s te p s  to  m a n a g e  the  a f f a i r .  She w a r n s  

P a n d a r o  of the  need  f o r  d i s c r e t io n ;  sh e  sh o w s  h e r s e l f  a t  h e r  w indow  a t 

j u s t  the  r ig h t  t im e  to be  s e e n  by T r o i lo ;  she  w r i t e s  to  T ro i lo  in  s u c h  a 

w ay  as  to  i n c r e a s e  h is  a r d o r  and  ho p e ; sh e  p la n s  the  t im e  and p la c e  of 

the  f i r s t  m e e t in g .  In c o m p a r in g  a l l  th is  w ith  the  T r o i l u s , i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  

th a t  the  a c t iv e  ro le  h a s  p a s s e d  a lm o s t  e n t i r e ly  to P a n d a r u s .  T h is  is  the  

im p o r t  of the  changes  in  Book Two. T he  p o e m  is  c l o s e r  to  the o ld e r  r o 

m a n t ic  t r a d i t io n  - - t o  the  R o m an  de l a  R o s e . In the  R o m an  de la  R o s e , 

the  R o se  r e m a in s  w a it in g  w hile  the lo v e r ,  i n s t r u c te d  by v o ices  of e x 

p e r i e n c e ,  s e e k s  to r e a c h  h e r .  L ike  P a n d a r u s ,  w hose  duty is  to  p r o t e c t  

h i s  n ie c e .  La  V ie il le  h a s  a  duty  to p r o t e c t  th e  R o se .  A lso  like  P a n d a r u s ,  

sh e  g iv es  the  young lo v e r  the ad v ice  of age  and  e x p e r ie n c e  to a id  h im  

in  a t ta in in g  h is  goal. In th e  r o m a n c e s ,  w o m e n  who m an ag e  a f f a i r s  a s  

e f f ic ie n t ly  a s  B o c c a c c io 's  h e ro in e  a r e  u s u a l ly  the d a m s e ls  r e j e c te d  

b y  the  h e r o .  R o m an tic  h e r o in e s  u s u a l ly  a r e  co n ten t to s u f fe r  and  w a i t  - -  

f o r  th e  l o v e r  to woo th e m ,  r e s c u e  th e m , w in  th e m  aga in , and so  f o r th  - -  

m o r e  in  the  m a n n e r  of C h a u c e r 's  h e r o in e .

It i s  e a s y ,  h o w e v e r ,  to o v e r s t a t e  the  c a s e .  A f te r  a l l ,  C r i s e y d e  

is  n o t  the  p a s s iv e ,  id e a l  R o se .  As in  th e  c o u r s e  of II F i l o s t r a t o  C r i s e i d a ' s
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m a s k  of a  r o m a n t ic  h e ro in e  is  re m o v e d  to  show  the  f a b l ia u  w om an  b e n e a th ,

j u s t  so  in  T r o i lu s  and C r i s e y d e  the  h e ro in e  i s  r e v e a le d  a s  a l l  too h u m an .

She is  no t,  h o w e v e r ,  the  o n e - s id e d  h e ro in e  of the  ro m a n c e  o r  the  e q u a lly

o n e - s id e d  w o m a n  of the  p o p u la r  ta le .

A f te r  te l l in g  h is  new s in  II F i l o s t r a t o ,  and  b e in g  r e j e c te d .  P a n d a r o

s t a r t s  to  l e a v e ,  on ly  to tu r n  b a c k  and re m in d  h is  c o u s in  th a t  t im e  is

f le e t in g .  A s w e h av e  s e e n ,  th e  e f fec t  is  im m e d ia te .  P a n d a r u s ,  a t  th is

ju n c tu r e ,  u s e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  t a c t i c ,  know ing h is  n i e c e ' s  g r e a t  f e a r f u ln e s s .

. . . S ith  I s e  m y  lo r d  m o t  n e d es  dye, 
and I w ith  h y m , h e r e  I m e  s h ry v e ,  and sey e
T h a t  w ik k e d ly  ye don us  b o th e  deye .

(II, 439-41)

It i s  in d ic a t iv e  of the  c h an g es  m a d e  in  the  h e ro in e  th a t  in  th e  e a r l i e r

p o e m  th e  a p p e a l  is  m ad e  to h e r  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  - -  sh e  is  g row ing  o ld e r .

T h is  t im e  th e  h e r o in e  is  of d i f f e r e n t  s tu ff ,  and  th e  a p p r o a c h  to h e r  is

m a d e  d i f f e r e n t ly .

She s t a y s  h e r  u n c le .  T he  s ta n z a s  w h ich  fo llow  th is  a r e  am ong

the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  in the  w ho le  p o e m  f o r  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of C r is e y d e

and h a v e  on ly  d i s ta n t  p a r a l l e l s  in  II F i l o s t r a t o .

C r i s e y d e ,  w h ich  th a t  w e l n e ig h  s t a r f  f o r  f e e r e .
So a s  she  w a s  the  f e r f u l l e s t e  w ight
T h a t  m y g h t  b e ,  and  h e r d e  e k  w ith  h i r e  e r e
And sau g h  th e  s o rw fu l  e r n e s t  of the  knyght.
And in  h i s  p r e i e r  ek  sau g h  noon u n ry g h t .
And f o r  th e  h a r m  th a t  m y g h te  ek  fa l le n  m o o re .
She gan  to  re w e ,  and  d r e d e  h i r e  w o n d e r  s o o r e  . . . .

(II, 449-55)
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P a n d a  r u s ' s  t h r e a t  is  not su ch  a s  w ould  h a v e  m o v e d  the e a r l i e r  h e ro in e ,  

and  in  th is  and  o th e r  l in e s  C h a u c e r  s e e m s  to be  s e t t in g  the s tag e  f o r  an  

e x p la n a t io n  of h e r  a c t io n s  by  e m p h a s iz in g  h e r  f e a r f u ln e s s .  She p ro b a b ly  

is  no t c o m p le te ly  conv in ced  by  the t h r e a t ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  she  is  the  " f e r 

fu l l e s te  w igh t th a t  m y g h t b e , " and  b e c a u s e  she  s t i l l  r e ta in s  so m e th in g  

of the e a r l i e r  h e r o i n e 's  c a r e fu l  c a lc u la t io n ,  sh e  d e te r m in e s  to b o th  take  

p i ty  on h im  and  p r o t e c t  h e r s e l f :  C r is e y d e

though te  thus  : 'U n h ap p es  fa l le n  th ikke  
A ld ay  f o r  lo v e ,  and  in  sw ych  m an e  r e  c a s  
As m e n  b en  c ru e l  in  h e m s e l f  and w ikke ;
And if  th is  m a n  s le  h e r e  h y m s e l f ,  a l i a s !
In m y  p r e s e n c e ,  i t  w ol be  no s o la s .
W hat m e n  w olde of h i t  d e m e  I k an  n a t  s e y e :
It n e d e th  m e  fu l s le ig h ly  fo r  to p le ie .  '

(II, 456-62)

It does  no t s e e m  th a t  we n eed  to r e a d  any th in g  s i n i s t e r  in to  the 

l a s t  l in e .  C r is e y d e  s e e m s  to  h ave  d e c id e d  to  t r y  to  do a  l i t t l e  of w hat 

h e r  u n c le  h a s  r e q u e s te d ,  w h ile  p ro te c t in g  h e r  h o n o r ,  and not p ro v o k in g  

a  p o p u lace  w hich  is  a l r e a d y  e n ra g e d  by  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  d e fec tion . W idow s, 

a s  we know  f r o m  v a r io u s  s t o r i e s  of f o r c e d  m a r r i a g e s  and a b d u c t io n s ,  

h a d  in d eed  to  p lay  " s l e ig h ly "  in  the  M idd le  A g e s ;  how m u ch  n eed  then , 

had  C r i s e y d e  - -  in  a  h o s t i l e  town and  no lo n g e r  hav ing  even  an  unc le  

to t u r n  to .

C r is e y d e  a g r e e s  to r e l e n t  a  l i t t l e ,  so  long  a s  h e r  unc le  d o e s  not

r e q u i r e  any th ing  m o r e  of h e r .

'A nd h e r e  I m a k e  a  p ro te s ta c io u n ,
T h a t  in  th is  p r o c è s  if ye d e p p e r  go.
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T h a t  c e r te y n ly ,  f o r  no  s a lv a c io u n  
Of yow, though th a t  ye  s t e r v e n  bothe two,
Though  a l the w o r ld  on o day  be m y  fo,
Ne sh a l  I n e v e r e  of h y m  h a n  o th e r  ro u th e .  '

(II, 484-89)

T h e r e  s e e m s  no need  to  d o ub t th a t  she , a t  l e a s t ,  b e l i e v e s  th is .  In th is

and  in  w ha t fo llow s, the  r e a d e r  can  see  h e r  f e a r  a t  w a r  w ith  h e r  c u r io s i ty .

'O  good em , ' quod sh e  the .
F o r  h is  lo v e ,  w h ich  th a t  us bo the  m a d e ,
T e l  m e  how f i r s t  ye  w is t e n  of h is  wo.
Woot noon of i t  bu t y e ? '  - -  He sey d e ,  'No. '
'K an  h e  w el sp ek e  of lo v e ?  ' quod sh e ;  'I  p r e y e  
T e l  m e ,  fo r  I th e  b e t  s h a l  p u rv e y e .  '

(II, 499-504)

P a n d a ru s  t e l l s  the  s t o r y  and ends  by d e c la r in g ,

'T h e r  w e re  n e v e r e  tw o so  w el y m e t ,
W han ye ben  h is  a l  h o o l ,  a s  he  is  y o u re :
T h e r  m yghty  God y e t  g r a u n te  us see  th a t  h o u r e !  '

'N ay , th e ro f  s p a k  I n o ugh t,  h a ,  ha! ' quod sh e ;
'A s h e lp e  m e  God, ye sh e n d e n  e v e r y  d e e l l  '

(II, 586-90)

H as C r i s e y d e ,  a s  s o m e  c la im ,  a l r e a d y  d e c id e d  to  y ie ld ?  It is  im p o s s ib le  

to s a y ,  bu t i t  s e e m s  m o r e  l ik e ly  th a t  she  s e e s  h e r s e l f  s t i l l  a s  p lay in g  

"fu l s le ig h ly .  "

J u s t  a s  the  e a r l i e r  h e r o in e  did, C r i s e y d e  h a s  a  deb a te  w ith  h e r 

s e l f  a f t e r  the  d e p a r tu r e  of P a n d a r u s .  B ut f i r s t  c o m e s  one of the  two 

in c id e n ts  w hich  C h a u c e r  h a s  added  to the  book . C r is e y d e  h e a r s  a  c r y  

f r o m  the  s t r e e t  th a t  T r o i lu s  h a s  put the  G re e k s  to  f l ig h t  and  is  com ing  

th ro u g h  the  c ity  g a te .  T r o i lu s  p a s s e s ,  loo k in g  e v e r y  inch  the  m o d e s t ,  

v a l ia n t ,  p e r f e c t  kn igh t.
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C r i s e y d a  gan a l  h is  c h e r e  a sp ie n ,
And l e e t  i t  so  so f te  in  h i r e  h e r t e  synke ,
T h a t  to  h i r e s e l f  she  s e y d e ,  'Who yaf  m e  d ry n k e  ? '

(II, 649-51)

It i s  a s ig h t  to  so f te n  any  young fe m in in e  h e a r t ,  e s p e c ia l l y  w ith  the  added

though t th a t  th is  one who i s  a d m i r e d  by  a l l  is  w ho lly  in  love  w ith  h e r :

F o r  of h i r e  ow en though t she  w ex  a l  re e d ,
R e m e m b ry n g  h i r e  r ig h t  th u s ,  'L o ,  th is  is  he 
W hich th a t  m y n  unc le  s w e r i th  he m o o t be deed ,
But I on h y m  h av e  m e r c y  and  p i te e .  '

(II, 652-55)

It is  n o t P a n d a r u s 's  s p e e c h  b u t  the  s ig h t  of T r o i lu s  w h ich  o v e rc o m e s  

C r i s e y d e 's  d e f e n s e s ,  a t  th is  t im e  and a g a in  l a t e r .  T h e  e a r l i e r  h e ro in e  

could m a k e  up h e r  m in d  w ith o u t  any  su ch  s ig h t;  by  p ro v id in g  th is  inc iden t 

and  two m o r e  in  w hich  C r i s e y d e  s e e s  T r o i lu s  in  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c e r t a in  

to so f te n  an y  g i r l ' s  h e a r t ,  C h a u c e r  h a s  re m o v e d  s o m e  of the  l ig h tn e s s  

w ith  w h ich  the  e a r l i e r  h e r o in e  e n te r e d  the  a f f a i r .  C r i s e y d e  tu r n s  f r o m  

th is  s p e c ta c le  to engage  in  the  s a m e  k ind  of s ty l iz e d  d e b a te  a s  the  e a r l i e r  

h e r o in e .  But th is  t im e  t h e r e  is  in  the  b a c k  of h e r  m in d  th e  s ig h t  w hich 

she  h a s  ju s t  had  of T r o i lu s .  In c o n t r a s t  C r i s e id a  of II F i l o s t r a t o  s e e s  

T r o i lo  f o r  the  f i r s t  t im e  on ly  a f t e r  sh e  h a s  r e s o lv e d  the  d e b a te  in  h is  

f a v o r .

C r i s e y d e ' s  d e b a te  is no t so  m u ch  b e tw ee n  the  a d v a n ta g e s  and 

d is a d v a n ta g e s  to  h e r s e l f  of th e  love  a f f a i r ;  r a t h e r  i t  is  a  c o n te s t  b e tw een  

h e r  f e a r f u ln e s s  and  h e r  d e s i r e .  T r u e  to  the  chan g es  m a d e  in h e r  c h a r a c 

t e r  b y  C h a u c e r ,  s h e  h a s  m a d e  no  d e c i s io n  a t  the  end of th e  d e b a te ,  but 

r e m a in s  caugh t b e tw ee n  d e s i r e  and  f e a r .
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. . . h i r e  though t gan  f o r  to  c l e r e ,
And s e id e ,  'He w h ich  th a t  no th ing  u n d e r ta k e th ,
N othyng n 'a c h e v e th ,  be  h y m  loo th  o r  d e e r e .  '
And w ith  a n  o th e r  though t h i r e  h e r t e  quaketh ;
T han  s le p e th  h o p e ,  and  a f t e r  d re d e  aw ake  th;
Now h o o t,  now co ld ; b u t th u s  b i tw ix en  tw eye .
She r i s t  h i r e  up, and  w en te  h e r e  f o r  to p le y e .

(II, 806-12)

In the  g a rd e n ,  C r i s e y d e  l i s t e n s  to  A n t ig o n e 's  song , a n o th e r  a d d i 

t io n  of C h a u c e r ' s .  A f te r  the  so n g , she  q u e s t io n s  A ntigone  abou t love , 

and  the  d i s c u s s io n ,  l ik e  the  in te r v ie w  w ith  P a n d a r u s  and  the  v e r y  m a r t i a l  

s ig h t  of T r o i lu s ,  i s  p a r t  of a  g r a d u a l  p r o c e s s  by  w hich  she is  won.

C r is e y d e  unto  th a t  p u rp o s  n au g h t a n s w e rd e .
But s e y d e ,  ' Y w y s , i t  w ol b e  nyght a s  f a s t e .  '
But e v e r y  w o rd  w h ich  th a t  she  of h i r e  h e r d e .
She gan  to  p  r e n t  en in  h i r e  h e r t e  f a s t e .
And ay  gan  love  h i r e  l a s s e  fo r  t ' a g a s t e  
T h an  i t  d ide  e r s t ,  and  sy n k e n  in  h i r e  h e r t e .
T h a t  sh e  w ex  s o m w h a t  a b le  to c o n v e r te .

(II, 897-903)

M ean w h ile ,  in  h is  ro le  a s  m a n a g e r  of the  a f f a i r ,  P a n d a r u s  t e l l s

T r o i lu s  to  w r i te  a  l e t t e r  to  C r i s e y d e ,  te l l s  h im  how  to w r i te  it, and

c a r r i e s  i t  to  h is  n ie c e .  He t a k e s  C r i s e y d e  in to  the  g a rd e n ,  g iv e s  h e r

the  l e t t e r ,  and  b eg s  h e r  to r e a d  i t  and  re p ly  to it .

F u l  d r e d fu l ly  tho gan  sh e  s to n d en  s ty  l ie ,
And took  i t  n au g h t,  bu t a l  h i r e  h u m b le  c h e r e  
Gan f o r  to  ch au n g e , and  s e y d e ,  'S c r i t  ne  b i l l e .
F o r  love  of God, th a t  to u c h e th  sw ich  m a te  r e .
Ne b ry n g e  m e  noon; and a l s o ,  u n c le  d e e r e .
To m y n  e s t â t  hav e  m o r e  r e w a r d ,  I p r e y e .
T han  to  h is  lu s t !  W hat sh o ld e  I m o r e  s e y e ?  '

(II, 1128-34)

H e re  as  e l s e w h e r e  C r i s e y d e 's  r e a c t io n  is  w h o lly  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th a t  of 

th e  h e ro in e  of II F i l o s t r a t o .  A g a in  h e r  in i t ia l  r e a c t io n  i s  of g r e a t  f e a r .
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fo llow ed by  c u r io s i t y  and  d e s i r e .  H e r  f e a r f u ln e s s  w il l  no t a llow  h e r  to

co m m it  h e r s e l f ,  b u t  h e r  c u r io s i ty  and  d e s i r e  m a k e  h e r  r e l i e v e d  and

a c q u ie s c e n t  w hen  h e r  unc le  m a k e s  the  d e c is io n s  f o r  h e r .  P a n d a r u s

th r u s t s  the  l e t t e r  into the b o s o m  of h e r  d r e s s  and te l l s  h e r  t r iu m p h a n t ly ,

'Now c a s t  it a w ey  anon,
T h a t  fo lk  m a y  s e e n  and g a u re  on us tw eye. '
Quod s h e ,  'I k a n  abyde  t i l  th ey  be gon ';
And gan  to  s m y le  and seyde  h y m , 'E m , I p r e y e ,
Swych a n s w e r e  a s  yow l i s t  y o u r e s e l f  p u rv e y e ,
F o r  t r e w e ly  I ny l no l e t t e r  w r i t e .  '
'N o ?  th e n  w ol I, ' quod h e ,  's o  ye en d i te .  '
T h e r  w ith  s h e  lough , and s ey d e ,  'Go we dyne. '

(II, 1156-63)

H e r  r e l i e f  i s  e v id en t ;  once the  th ing  is  d e c id e d ,  she  b e c o m e s  gay  and

p lay fu l,  q u a l i t ie s  n o t to  be s e e n  in  h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r .  P a n d a r u s  h a s

m a d e  h e r  do w h a t  she  w an ted  to do b u t  h e r  f e a r f u ln e s s  k e p t  h e r  f r o m

doing - -  ta k e  the  l e t t e r .  She m a k e s  an  e x cu se  to go in to  p r iv a te  and

re a d  the  l e t t e r .  W hen she  r e a p p e a r s ,  P a n d a r u s  p e r c e iv e s  th a t  she  h a s

r e a d  the  l e t t e r ,  and  he u rg e s  h e r  to  r e p ly .  She do es  so , d e c la r in g  th a t

it is  the  f i r s t  sh e  h a s  e v e r  w r i t t e n .

The l e t t e r  is  no t quoted  by  the  a u th o r ,  b u t  h is  r é s u m é  of it show s

th a t  it is  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th a t  of the  e a r l i e r  h e ro in e :

She th a n k ed  h y m  of a l  th a t  he  w el m e n te  
T o w a rd e s  h i r e ,  bu t h o ld en  h y m  in  honde  
She no ld e  nought, ne m ak e  h i r e s e l v e n  bonde 
In lo v e ;  b u t  a s  h is  s u s t e r ,  h y m  to p le s e .
She w o lde  ay  fayn , to doon h is  h e r t e  an  e se .

(II, 1221-25)

Soon, h o w e v e r ,  T r o i lu s  r id e s  by  to  the  b a t t l e ,  and  the  s ig h t  of h im  c o m p le te s  

the  p r o c e s s  of in fa tu a tin g  h e r .
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C r is e y d e ,  w hich  th a t  a i l e  th is e  th y n g es  say ,
To te l le  in  s h o r t ,  h i r e  l ik ed  a l  in  f e r e .
His p e r s o n ,  h is  a r a y ,  h is  look, h is  c h e r e .

H is goodly  m a n e r e ,  and h is  g e n t i l e s s e ,
So w el th a t  n e v e r e ,  s i th  th a t  sh e  w as  b o rn .
Ne hadde  she  sw ych  ro u th  of h is  d e s t r e s s e ;
And how so  she  h a th  h a r d  b en  h e r e  -b y fo rn .
To God hope I, she  h a th  now k au g h t  a  th o rn ,
She sh a l  n a t  p u lle  it out th is  n ex te  wyke.

(II, 1265-73)

T h e re  is  no q u es t io n  about C r i s e y d e 's  fe e l in g  now. W h a te v e r  the

e x ten t  of h e r  f e e l in g s  b e fo re ,  the  p r o c e s s  is  now c o m p le te .  P a n d a r u s ,

sen s in g  h e r  r e a c t io n ,  u rg e s  h e r  to give T r o i lu s  an  in te rv ie w .

But th e r o n  w as  to  h e v en  and to  doone 
C o n s id e re d  a l  th ing  it m a y  n a t  b e ;
And w hi, f o r  sh a m e ;  and it w e r e  ek  to soone 
To g ra u n te n  h y m  so g r e t  a  l i b e r t e e .
F o r  p le y n ly  h i r e  e n te n te ,  a s  s ey d e  sh e .
Was f o r  to  love  h y m  u n w is t ,  if she  m y g h te .
And g u e rd o n  h y m  w ith  noth ing  b u t  w ith  s igh t.

But P a n d a r u s  though t,  'I t  s h a l  nough t be  so ,
Yif th a t  I m ay ; th is  nyce  opynyoun 
Shal nought be  h o ld en  fu lly  y e r e s  two. '

(II, 1289-98)

A lw ays th e r e  is  C r i s e y d e 's  cau tion , and  a lw ay s  th e r e  i s  P a n d a r u s 's  

d e te r m in a t io n  to  s e e  the  a f f a i r  th ro u g h  to  the  co n c lu s io n .  He s e e s  th ro u g h  

h e r  cau tion  to h e r  in c r e a s in g  d e s i r e .

The o th e r  m a j o r  e p iso d e  w hich  C h a u c e r  h a s  added  s e r v e s  n o t  only  

to in fa tu a te  h e r  m o r e ,  bu t to p r e s e n t  a f t e r  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e t in g ,  a  m e e t in g  

which s t r e n g th e n s  h e r  love . It is  a l s o  in s t r u c t iv e  abou t the  a d d i t io n  of 

th is  ep iso d e  to  c o m p a r e  i t  w ith  the  f i r s t  m e e t in g  of the  h e r o  and  h e r o in e  

in  II F i l o s t r a t o  - - i n  w hich  th ey  q u ick ly  go to bed .
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In II F i l o s t r a t o  P a n d a r o ,  a f t e r  induc ing  C r i s e i d a  to r e p ly  to  the  

l e t t e r  of T r o i lo ,  k e e p s  co m in g  b a c k  to s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d l y  p r e s s  h is  f r i e n d 's  

c a u s e ,  u n t i l  C r i s e i d a  co o lly  t e l l s  h im , "S ince  i t  i s  to  thy  p l e a s u r e ,  1 a m  

d is p o se d  to  do thy  w il l .  A f te r  h e r  d e c is io n ,  she  e f f ic ie n t ly  a r r a n g e s  

t im e  an d  p la c e .  C h a u c e r ,  on the  o th e r  h an d , h a s  g iv en  C r i s e y d e  the  

d e te r m in a t io n  to  " g u e rd o n  h y m  w ith  no th ing  bu t w ith  s ig h t .  " To P a n d a r u s  

h a s  p a s s e d  the  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  a r r a n g e  e v e n ts  so  th a t  h is  f r i e n d  m a y  

s u c c e e d .  T h is  is  the  k e y  to  the  added  e p iso d e  of T r o i l u s ' s  s ick b e d  in  

th is  b o ok . He a r r a n g e s  to  ge t C r is e y d e  in to  the  h o u s e ,  by  p lay in g  on 

h e r  f e a r f u l  n a tu r e .

S o m e  h a v e  found i t  d if f icu l t  to b e l ie v e  th a t  C r i s e y d e  is  w ha t the  

a u th o r  s a y s  she  is  - -  " a l  in n o c e n t  of th i s .  " A nd in d eed  sh e  m u s t  hav e  

had  s o m e  th ough t th a t  sh e  w ould  m e e t  T r o i lu s  t h e r e .  B ut, s a y s  the  a u th o r ,  

only  "G od and P a n d a  r e  w is t  a l  w h a t th is  m e n te .  " (11, 1561) It m ig h t  be 

f r u i t fu l  s o m e t im e  to s tu d y  th is  p o em  in t e r m s  of the  a d d i t io n s  m a d e  d e a l in g  

w ith  the  r o le  of F o r tu n e  and  of P a n d a r u s .  S u r e ly  m o s t  of t h e s e  a d d i 

t io n s  w ould  hav e  e i th e r  d e p ic t io n s  of P a n d a r u s  a c t in g  a s  the  m o tiv e  fo r c e  

in  th e  f i r s t  o r  the  a u t h o r ' s  p h ilo so p h iz in g  on F o r tu n e  and  the  u l t im a te  

end of h u m a n  l i fe .  A t an y  r a t e  in the f i r s t  p a r t  of the  s to r y ,  th e s e  c h an g es  

show  b o th  T r o i lu s  and  C r i s e y d e  m o re  a c te d  upon th a n  a c t in g .  T he  i n 

c r e a s e d  p ro m in e n c e  of P a n d a r u s  in  the  s t o r y  in e v i ta b ly  change  th e  ro le  

p la y e d  b y  e a c h  of the  lo v e r s .

^ F i lo s t r a t o ,  1. 133.
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As P a n d a r u s  is  the  a c t iv e  a g e n t  of B ook Two, s e t t in g  th in g s  in  

m o tio n  and  k e ep in g  th e m  m ov ing  to t h e i r  co n c lu s io n , so he is  the  s a m e  

in  Book T h r e e .  T he  book  b e g in s  w ith  th e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  of T r o i lu s  and  

C r i s e y d e ,  w h ich  P a n d a r u s  h a s  e n g in e e re d ,  and  ends w ith  t h e i r  p a r t in g  

a f t e r  the  s e c o n d ,  w h ich  he h a s  a l s o  b ro u g h t  about. He is  f a r  m o r e  in  

ev id en ce  in  th is  book  th a n  in  the  c o m p a r a b le  p o r t io n  of II F i l o s t r a t o . 

T ro i lo  and  C r i s e i d a ,  p r a c t i c e d  l o v e r s ,  h a v e  no n eed  of P a n d a r o  a t  t h e i r  

t r y s t .  In th e  s e c o n d  p o e m , the  p r e s e n c e  of P a n d a r u s  ad d s  c o m e d y  to  the  

s c e n e  and  to the d e p ic t io n  of the  c h a r a c t e r s .

A lthough  the  d e p ic t io n  of the  f i r s t  t im e  the p a i r  m a k e s  love  is  

in  one w a y  h e ig h te n e d  by  b e in g  l e s s  e x p l ic i t  th a n  the  s a m e  e p iso d e  in 

II F i l o s t r a t o , in  a n o th e r  w ay  i t  is  g r e a t l y  lo w e re d  by  the  p r e s e n c e  of a 

th i r d  p a r ty .  T h is  lo w e r in g  is  ad d ed  to , of c o u r s e ,  by  P a n d a r u s 's  a c t io n  

of d is ro b in g  the  u n c o n sc io u s  T r o i lu s  and  dum ping  h im  in to  b ed . The 

w hole  s c e n e  h o v e r s  p e r i lo u s ly  c lo se  to  b a th o s .

T he  s c e n e  does  no t add  too m u c h  to o u r  know ledge  of C r i s e y d e ,

bu t i t  d o es  c l a r i f y  s o m e  p o in ts  abou t h e r .  She h a s  no t b e e n  ta k e n  in w hen

P a n d a r u s  in v i te s  h e r  to  h is  h o u se  and  t e l l s  h e r  th a t  T r o i lu s  w il l  no t be

t h e r e .  T h a t  th e  c o n t r a r y  is  im p l ic i t l y  ack n o w led g ed  by  b o th  is  show n

by  w ha t P a n d a r u s  s a y s  and  by  C r i s e y d e ' s  a n s w e r .  P a n d a r u s  t e l l s  h e r ,

'N e c e ,  I p o se  th a t  he  w e r e ;
Yow th u r s t e  n e v e r e  han  th e  m o r e  f e r e ;
F o r  r a t h e r  th an  m e n  m y g h te  h y m  t h e r  a sp ie .
Me w e r e  l e v e r e  a  th o u san d  fo ld  to dye . '

(III, 571-74)
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C r is e y d e  a n s w e r s ,

' E m , syn  I m o s t  on yow t r i s t e ,
Loke a l  be  w el,  and  do now a s  yow l i s t e .  '

(III, 587-88)

So long a s  she  need  no t f e a r  f o r  h e r s e l f ,  C r is e y d e  d e s i r e s  the

m e e t in g .  It i s  no t s u c h  a m e e t in g  a s  sh e  w ould  h av e  a r r a n g e d  on h e r

own, b u t  sh e  is  qu ite  h ap p y  to  be  ' t r i c k e d '  in to  it  by h e r  un c le .  This

is  the  im p o r t  of h e r  a n s w e r  to T r o i lu s  w hen  he t e l l s  h e r  sh e  is  caught

and m u s t  y ie ld :

'Ne had d e  I e r  now, m y  sw e te  h e r t e  d e e r e ,
B en  yo ld , y w is ,  I w e r e  now nought h e e r e !  '

(III, 1210-11)

T h is  c o n fe s s io n  is  no t e v id en c e ,  a s  so m e  h ave  a l le g e d ,  th a t  C r is e y d e  

h a s  b e e n  in  c o n tro l  of the  g a m e  f r o m  the  b eg in n in g . It i s  a  m o r e  a r t l e s s  

and  o pen  s t a t e m e n t  th a n  B o c c a c c io 's  h e r o in e  w ould  e v e r  have  a llow ed  

h e r s e l f .  T h e r e  m a y  e l s e w h e r e  be  ev id en c e  of a  d e v io u s  q u a li ty  in  h e r  

n a tu r e ,  b u t  h e r e  she  i s  qu ite  the  o p p o s i te .

The end of B ook T h r e e  is  the  end of P a n d a r u s  a s  a n  a c t iv e  fo r c e  

in  the  s to r y .  H aving  done the  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  of the  w o rk  in  b r in g in g  the 

two to g e th e r ,  he  h a s  only  the  t a s k  of h e lp in g  th e m  to m e e t  r e g u la r ly :

. . . p ley n ly  to  th ' e f fe c t  r ig h t  f o r  to  go.
In jo ie  and  s u e r t e  P a n d a r u s  h e m  two 
A bedde b ro u g h t ,  w han th a t  h e m  b o th e  l e s t e .
And th u s  they  b e n  in quye te  and in  r e s t e .

(Ill, 1677-80)

A s a  m a t t e r  of fa c t ,  a f t e r  th is  t im e  b o th  C r is e y d e  an d  P a n d a r u s  tend  to 

fade  out of the  s to r y  a s  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  a l th o u g h  T r o i lu s ,  l i t t l e  m o re  th a n
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a s te r e o ty p e  of the lo v e s ic k  kn igh t in  the f i r s t  t h r e e  b o o k s ,  g a in s  d e f in i 

tion in the  l a s t  two.

T h e re  is  a  b r e a k  d i s c e r n ib l e  b e tw een  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  books and 

the  l a s t  two, and th is  b r e a k  is  a  func tion  of the ch an g es  in  the  c h a r a c t e r s  

and t h e i r  f ie ld  of a c t iv i ty .  In the f i r s t  book  C h a u c e r  fo llow s II F i l o s t r a t o  

c lo se ly .  C r is e y d e  a p p e a r s  a s  the  conv en tio n a l s ty l iz e d  ro m a n t ic  h e ro in e ,  

h a rd ly  a t h r e e - d im e n s i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r .  T r o i lu s  is  the  s a m e  - -  a  c o n v e n 

t io n a l  h e r o  o f ro m a n c e ,  co n v en tio n a lly  w ounded by  the  god of love . 

P a n d a r u s  a lone  is  a  re c o g n iz a b le  in d iv id u a l  in  th is  book , and  even  he  is 

to b e c o m e  c l e a r e r  in  the  n ex t  two books .

In th e  s e c o n d  and th i r d  b o o k s ,  C r is e y d e  is  i n c r e a s in g ly  a  de f in ab le  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h o w e v e r ,  v a r io u s ,  - -  s e n su o u s  y e t  p r a c t i c a l ,  gay  ye t f e a r 

ful, q u ick  of u n d e rs ta n d in g  bu t w eak w illed  and  w ish in g  to be  led .  P a n d a r u s  

b e c o m e s  a  m o r e  c o m m an d in g  f ig u re  - - i f  no t d o m in a t in g  a t  l e a s t  in  c o n 

t r o l  of e v e n ts .  He e n te r e d  the  a f f a i r ,  a s  he  t e l l s  T r o i lu s ,  'b i tw ix en  

gam e and  e r n e s t ,  ' b u t  he  is  a lw ay s  p r e s e n t  and  a c t iv e  to  i n s u r e  th a t  

the p a i r  is  f in a l ly  un ited .  In th e  p r e s e n c e  of two su ch  v iv id  c h a r a c t e r s ,  

T r o i l u s ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  is  m o r e  shadow y, bu t ev en  he i s  r e c o g n iz a b ly  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  h is  p r e d e c e s s o r  - -  m o r e  p a s s iv e  and  l e s s  e x p e r ie n c e d .

A f te r  Book T h r e e  the c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of C r is e y d e  b e c o m e s  m o r e  

g e n e r a l iz e d ;  sh e  b e c o m e s  l e s s  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  and  m o r e  a  h i s t o r i c a l  f ig u r e ,  

like  H e n r y s o n 's  h e ro in e .  T h is  is  not a n  a b so lu te  change ; y e t  i t  i s  a  

c l e a r  te n d en cy  in the a u th o r 's  t r e a tm e n t  of h e r .  In f a c t ,  the  whole
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p o e m  s h if ts  f r o m  p re d o m in a n t ly  d r a m a t i c  in  the  s e c o n d  and  th i r d  books

to p re d o m in a n t ly  n a r r a t i v e  in  the  fo u r th  and fif th . T he  a u th o r  sh o w s the

change  g ra p h ic a l ly  in  the  fif th  book  w hen he ta k e s  th r e e  s t a n z a s  to  d e s c r ib e

C r is e y d e  a s  if  she  had  n e v e r  b e e n  in t ro d u c e d  to the r e a d e r  be fo re .

She s o b r e  w a s ,  ek  s y m p le ,  and w ys w ith a l ,
The b e s t  y n o r i s s h e d  ek  th a t  m y g h te  be.
And goodly  of h i r e  sp e c h e  in  g e n e r a l .
C h a r i ta b le ,  e s t a t l i c h ,  lu s ty ,  and f r e ;
Ne n e v e r e  m o  ne la k k e d  h i r e  p i te ;  ,
T e n d r e - h e r t e d ,  s ly d y n g  of c o ra g e ;
But t r e w e ly ,  I k a n  n a t  t e l l e  h i r e  ag e .

(V, 820-26)

T h e s e  l in e s  have  c o r r e c t l y  b e e n  c a l led  an  a t t e m p t  to  so f te n  the  e f fe c t  of 

h e r  b e t r a y a l  of T r o i l u s ,  b u t  th e y  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t  the  change  f r o m  a n  i n t i 

m a te ,  d r a m a t i c  p o r t r a y a l  of C r is e y d e  to a  m o r e  o b je c t iv e ,  n a r r a t i v e  

one.

T he  o th e r  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  changed  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  a c t io n .  

U nlike h is  e a r l i e r  r o le ,  P a n d a r u s  is  in e f fe c tu a l  now e i t h e r  to  c o n t ro l  

e v e n ts  o r  to  c o n so le  h i s  f r i e n d .  T ro i lu s  h im s e l f ,  though h e  i s  m o r e  

ap p e a l in g  and  l e s s  a  c h a r a c t e r  w a v e r in g  on the  edge  of the  c o m ic ,  is  

s c a r c e l y  fo r c e fu l  o r  a c t i v e ,  ev en  c o m p a r e d  to  h is  f o r m e r  se l f .

The key  to  the  c h an g es  in  the  ro le s  p la y ed  by  the  c h a r a c t e r s  and  

the  m o r e  o b je c t iv e  h an d l in g  of th e m  l ie s  in  the  s h i f t  of the  f ie ld  of a c t io n .

In th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  boo k s  th e  f ie ld  of a c t io n  is  l im i t e d  to a  s m a l l  a r e a  in  

w h ich  the  h u m a n  a g e n ts  a c t  and  a c t  d e c is iv e ly .  T he  one e x c e p t io n  to  th is  

is  the  in i t i a l  a c t  of fa l l in g  in  lo v e .  It is  a  f ie ld  of a c t io n  w h e r e  P a n d a r u s  

can  a c t  e f fe c t iv e ly  an d  c o n t ro l  e v e n ts ,  w h e re  C r i s e y d e  can  c h o o se  to
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l e t  h e r s e l f  d r i f t  into the  a f f a i r  o r  not. Only the  f i r s t  s ig h t  w hich  each  of 

the p a i r  h a s  of the  o th e r  is  a  fu n c tio n  of ch an ce ;  of the  r e s t  of the  ev en ts ,  

they  a r e ,  in  t h e i r  v a ry in g  d e g r e e s ,  in  c o n tro l .

In the  l a s t  two books , the  f ie ld  of the  a c t io n  b r o a d e n s .  Now it 

is  F o r tu n e  w h ich  is  the  a c t iv e  fo r c e ;  and in  the  fa c e  of it, the e f fo r ts  of 

the  h u m a n  a g e n ts  a r e  fu t i le .  B o c c a c c io  had  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  a c t iv i ty  of 

F o r tu n e  in  the s to r y ,  bu t he  p a s s e d  o v e r  i t  m o r e  qu ick ly  th a n  C h au c e r

b e c a u s e  i t  is  no t so  r e le v a n t  to  the  s to r y  in  the  o r ig in a l  v e r s io n .  B o c 

c a c c io 's  ep ilo g u e  shows the  im p o r t  of h is  v e r s i o n  - -  b e w a r e  of w om en  who 

look  l ik e  ro m a n t ic  h e r o in e s  b u t  a r e  no t. C h a u c e r ' s  is  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  

th is ,  h o w e v e r .

C h a u c e r ' s  ep ilogue c a r r i e s  the  a s c e t i c ,  C h r i s t i a n  m e s s a g e :

love no t th e  w o r ld ,  bu t t u r n  y o u r  fa c e  to God;

. . . and  thynke th  a l  nys  bu t a  f a i r e  
T h is  w o r ld ,  th a t  p a s s e th  soone  a s  f lo u r e s  f a i r e .

(V, 1840-41)

It is  the  old a r g u m e n t  fo r  o th e r w o r ld l i n e s s :  th is  w o r ld  is  a  bed  of pa in .

Sw ich is  th is  w o r ld ,  w hoso  i t  k an  b y h o ld e :
In ech  e s t â t  is l i t e l  h e r t e s  r e s t e .

(V, 1748-49)

H a p p in ess  is b r i t t l e  and  soon  b ro k e n ,  b e c a u s e  p e o p le  a r e  w eak . Only

in  C h r i s t  is  t h e r e  s ta b i l i ty .

F o r  h e  ny l fa is  en  no w igh t, d a r  I s e y e .
T h a t  w o l h is  h e r t e  a l  h o l ly  on h y m  le y e .

(V, 1845-46)

It is  an  ep ilogue  w h ich  m a n y  h a v e  n o t  found p a la ta b le .  It is  d e f in i te ly
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a t  odds w ith  the  tone  of the  f i r s t  t h r e e  books - -  bu t so  a r e  the l a s t  two 

b o o k s .  In th is  p o e m  a g a in  is  the  c o n f l ic t  b e tw een  th i s - w o r ld l in e s s  and  

o th e r w o r ld l i n e s s .  On the s t r i c t l y  n a tu r a l  le v e l ,  the f i r s t  t h r e e  books 

have  r e a l  a p p e a l  in  the  id e a l iz e d  love  of the young p a i r .  But even  the 

th i r d  book , w hen  i t  b e c o m e s  a n  a lm o s t  su b l im e  h y m n  to  lo v e ,  th e r e  is  

the  c o m ed y  of T r o i l u s ' s  b e in g  u n d r e s s e d  by  P a n d a r u s  and  to s s e d  in to  bed . 

C h a u c e r 's  i r o n i c  s ta n c e  is  ev id en t  even  in  th is  book, the  m o s t  ro m a n t ic  

one of the  p o e m . T h e r e  i s ,  even  h e r e ,  an  u n d e rc u t t in g  of the  a f f a i r .

W hen in  th e  fo u r th  book  the  f ie ld  of a c t io n  b r o a d e n s ,  m o r e  o b 

j e c t iv i ty  i s  in t ro d u c e d .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw ee n  the id e a l s  and  in te n 

tio n s  of the a c t o r s  and  t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  b e c o m e  p o ig n an tly  c l e a r .

Id e a l ly  the  r o m a n t ic  k n ig h t  t r iu m p h s  o v e r  a l l  o b s ta c le s  f o r  the  s a k e  of 

h is  lo v e .  Id e a l ly ,  love  m a k e s  i ts  p r in c ip a ls  a s  c o n s ta n t  a s  the N o r th  

S ta r .  Id e a l ly ,  such th in g s  a s  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  do no t m a t t e r  to  the  

c o u r t ly  l o v e r  who h a s  g iven  up a l l  o th e r  c o n c e rn s  and  i s  w il l in g  to 

s a c r i f i c e  h im s e l f  f o r  love .

But the  h u m a n  fa c t  does  no t m e a s u r e  up to  th e  l i t e r a r y  id e a l .

In th e  fa c e  of a n  id e a l  w h ich  d e m an d s  an  in h u m an  p e r fe c t io n ,  C r is e y d e

is  a l l  too  h u m a n  and 's ly d y n g  of c o ra g e .  ' A c o m m e n t w h ich  C h a u c e r

m a k e s  a b o u t E m e ly e  in  the  K n ig h ts 's  T a le  is  one th a t  h e  m ig h t  h ave

m a d e  a b o u t C r i s e y d e :

. . . w o m m e n , a s  to sp ek e n  in  com une.
T h e y  fo lw en  a l le  the  fa v o u r  of F o r tu n e .

(268 1 - 82)



278

It is  an  o b s e r v a t io n  w ith  no h in t  of c o n d em n a tio n  a s  he is  a lm o s t  the only

t e l l e r  of the s to r y  n e v e r  to  con d em n  C r is e y d e .  He so f te n s  the  fa c t  of

h e r  b e t r a y a l  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  can , m ak in g  i t  f i r s t  of a l l  on the  ten th  day

r a t h e r  th an  the  fo u r th  th a t  D iom ede  sp e a k s  to C r i s e y d e .  A lthough the

im p l ic a t io n  in B o c c a c c io  i s  th a t  D io m e d e 's  s u c c e s s  is  a lm o s t  im m e d ia te ,

C h a u c e r  s a y s .

But t r e w e ly ,  how  longe  i t  w as  by tw ene  
T h a t  sh e  fo r s o k  h y m  fo r  th is  D iom ed ,
T h e r  i s  non a u c to u r  te l l e th ,  1 w ene.

(V, 1086-88)

W hen he f in a l ly  m u s t  a d m i t  h e r  g u ilt ,  he  h a s te n s  to so f te n  i t  a g a in :

Ne m e  ne l i s t  th is  s e ly  w o m m a n  chyde 
F o r t h e r  than  th e  s to r y e  wol d ev y se .
H i r e  n a m e ,  a l i a s !  i s  p u n y s sh e d  so  w ide .
T h a t  f o r  h e r  g i l t  i t  oughte  ynough s u ff is e .
And if  I m ygh te  e x c u s e  h i r e  any  w is e .
F o r  she  so  s o r y  w as  f o r  h i e r  u n tro u th e ,
Iw is ,  1 w olde  e x c u s e  h i r e  f o r  ro u th e .

(V, 1093-99)

He does  m o r e  yet to t r y  to  e x c u se  h e r :  he  m a k e s  the t r a g e d y  not a  t r a g e d y

a t  th e  end (a lthough ca l l in g  i t  one) by  hav ing  T r o i lu s  lo o k  b a c k  to  the

e a r t h  and  laugh .

T h a t  laugh  d im in is h e s  the  c h a r a c t e r s ,  the  e v e n ts ,  and C r i s e y d e 's  

g u il t .  It is  c o n n ec ted  w ith  the  co m ic  e le m e n ts  in the s to ry .  T r o i lu s  

h a s  done w ha t the  n a r r a t i v e  h a s  done - -  b e c o m e  m u c h  m o r e  o b je c t iv e .

In th e  l im i te d  v is io n  of the  h u m a n  invo lved  in  the  s to r y ,  i t  i s  v e r y  s e r i o u s ,  

even  t r a g i c .  F r o m  th e  p h i lo so p h ic  v iew po in t of the  e ig h th  s p h e r e ,  i t  is  

the  p i t i fu l ,  co m ic  s p e c ta c le  of the  fu t i le  h u m a n  s l ip p in g  and  s l id in g  a s
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he  s t r i v e s  to  c l im b  a  g la s s  m o u n ta in  a to p  w h ich  s ta n d s  an  u n a t ta in a b le  

id e a l  of e a r th ly  p e r f e c t io n .  T e a r s  o v e r  s u c h  a  s p e c ta c le  a r e  i r r e l e 

v a n t  f r o m  th is  o b je c t iv e  v iew p o in t.  It is  in  the  n a tu re  of the  i m p e r f e c 

tio n  of th is  w o r ld .  C r is e y d e  n e ed  no t be c o n d em n ed  too m u c h  f o r  no t 

a c t in g  a s  the  id e a l  h e r o in e  w ould, b e c a u s e  i t  is  a  w o r ld  w h e r e  th e  s a in t s  

a r e  f a r  o u tn u m b e re d  b y  th e  w e a k  and  s in fu l .  On the  h u m a n  le v e l ,  one 

m a y  g r ie v e  th a t  she  fa i le d  so m i s e r a b l y  to  a t t a in  the  id e a l ,  b u t  on the  

le v e l  of the  o th e r  w o r ld ,  f r o m  w h ich  T r o i lu s  looks  b a ck ,  a l l  h u m a n  i m 

p e r f e c t io n s  look  p r e t ty  m u c h  a l ik e .  The c h a s m  b e tw e e n  the  id e a l  and 

the h u m a n  is  no m o r e  p o ig n an tly  r e v e a le d  th a n  in  C r i s e y d e 's  l in e  a f t e r  

sh e  h a s  f a i le d  T r o i lu s :  "T o  D io m ed e  a lg a te  I w ol be t r e w e .  " (V, 1071) 

T h is  is  the  d i le m m a  of m a n  w h ich  is  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  th e  c o n cep t  

of the  G r e a t  C hain  - - t o  l iv e  l ife  su sp e n d e d  b e tw e e n  the d e v i ls  and  the 

a n g e ls ,  to  be the b a t t le g ro u n d  of the  f l e s h  and  the  s p i r i t .  T h is  i s  th e  

t r a g e d y  of C r is e y d e  - -  to  be b o th  h e r o in e  and  t r a i t r e s s ,  a  f ig u r e  b e lo n g 

ing  a t  o nce  to ro m a n c e  and  to  the  c o m ic  t a l e .  She is  not f o r  C h a u c e r  

w ha t sh e  w a s  f o r  w r i t e r s  b e fo re  and a f t e r  h i m  - -  s im p ly  a  type  of the  

d e c e iv e r .  If sh e  w e r e ,  sh e  w ould touch  us no m o r e  th an  B o c c a c c io 's  

h e r o in e .  T h e r e  is  l i t t l e  th a t  i s  s im p le  b l a c k  o r  s im p le  w h ite  in  C h a u c e r ,  

and  C r i s e y d e ,  c e r ta in ly ,  i s  co m p lex . She is  n e i t h e r  j u s t  r o m a n t i c  n o r  

j u s t  c o m ic ;  she  is  h u m an .

D e sp i te  the  a t t r a c t i o n  of th is  love  a f f a i r ,  the  a u th o r  is  w e l l  a w a r e  

th a t  it  r e p r e s e n t s  s o m e th in g  n e i th e r  p e r m a n e n t  n o r  s u b l im e .  Only the
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d iv in e  love  a f f a i r  is  th a t .  If a  m o d e rn  r e a d e r  f in d s  i t  d i s ta s te f u l  to be 

r e m in d e d  of th is  fa c t  a t  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e ,  th is  is  only b e c a u s e  h e  is 

n o t  so  i n s i s t e n t ly  a w a r e  of i t .  C h a u c e r 's  c o m ic  u t t e r a n c e s  and h is  ep ilogue  

m a y  be tak en  a s  b r e a c h e s  of d e c o ru m  only  if we f e e l  th a t  h is  g r e a t e s t  o b 

l ig a t io n  in  a  ro m a n c e  i s  to  be  c o n s is te n t ly  r o m a n t i c .  As in  h is  R e t r a c 

tion , so  h e r e  C h a u c e r  show s h im s e l f  a w a re  of a n o th e r  o b lig a t io n  - -  no t 

to h is  a r t ,  th is  t im e ,  b u t  to h is  r e l ig io u s  and  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s e n s e  of u l t i 

m a te  v a lu e s .  The T r o i lu s  is  h is  ' t r a g é d ie '  on ly  on one le v e l ;  on a n o th e r  

le v e l  i t  i s  the co m ed y  w h ich  a l l  im p e r f e c t  h u m a n  a c t io n s  have  b e e n  s in c e  

th e  F a l l .



C H A P T E R  XII

CO URTLY  LO V E AND TA LES O F TH E F IR S T  DAY

T he p a r a l l e l i s m  s e t  up in the K n ig h t 's  T a le  i s  c a r r i e d  f o r w a r d  on 
two le v e l s  - - i n  the  M i l l e r ' s  T a le ,  w h e re  N ich o las  and A b so lo n  v ie  
f o r  A l i s o u n 's  f a v o r s ,  and  in the  w o r ld  of the  p i lg r im a g e  w h e re  the  
M i l l e r  and R eev e  f ling  s t o r i e s  r a t h e r  th an  c h a l len g e s  a t  e a c h  o th e r .  ^

T he  c o n t r a s t  b e tw e e n  the  K n ig h t 's  and  M i l l e r ' s  w ays  of t r e a t in g  s to r i e s  
ab o u t  two m e n  in love  w ith  the s a m e  w o m an  g iv e s  th e  f i r s t  f r a g m e n t  
i ts  e s s e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The G e n e r a l  P ro lo g u e  p r e p a r e s  the  w ay  fo r  
th is  c l a s h  of a t t i tu d e s  and  in t ro d u c e s  a l l  the  p a r t i c ip a n ts  in  i t  a s  i t  
d o e s  f o r  the o th e r  t a l e s  and g ro u p s  of t a l e s .  The R e e v e 's  and C ook 's  
t a l e s  and  t h e i r  p ro lo g u e s  g ro w  out of the c la s h  . . . . ^

C h a u c e r  g iv es  the  K nigh t the  f i r s t  ta le  in  the  C a n te r b u r y  T a le s  in 

k e e p in g  w ith  h is  s o c ia l  s t a tu s  and g ives  h im  a  s ta te ly ,  e le v a te d  ta le  c o n 

so n a n t  w ith  the  n o b il i ty  a s c r i b e d  to  h im  in  the  G e n e ra l  P r o lo g u e .  In k e e p 

ing  w ith  th e  r i c h n e s s  of the  d e s ig n  of the  T a l e s , h o w e v e r ,  th is  ta le  in 

th is  p o s i t io n  can  be s e e n  to  fu n c tio n  in  o th e r  w a y s .  F o r  one th ing  th is  

ta le  e s t a b l i s h e s ,  w ith  the  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  w h ich  fo llow s, the  p o le s  of id e a l i s m

^ C h a r le s  A. Owen, " C h a u c e r 's  C a n te r b u r y  T a l e s : A e s th e t ic  D esign  
in  S to r ie s  of the  F i r s t  D ay , " E n g l ish  S tu d ie s , v. 35 (1954), p. 51.

2
W ill ia m  C. S tokoe , J r .  " S t r u c tu r e  and  In ten tio n  in  th e  F i r s t  

F r a g m e n t  of The C a n t e r b u r y  T a l e s , " UTQ, v. 21 (1951-52), p. 127.
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and r e a l i s m ,  ro m a n c e  and  com edy , b e tw een  w h ich  a r e  ra n g e d  the  o th e r  

t a l e s .  The K n ig h t 's  T a le  goes f u r th e r  than  th e  o th e r  ta le s  in i t s  e x p l o r a 

t io n  of B oe th ian , n a tu r a l  ph ilo so p h y  (in c o n t r a s t  to  th e  r e l ig io u s  p h i lo so p h y  

of the  P a r s o n ' s  T a le ) .

A lso ,  in i ts  t r e a t m e n t  of love  and g e n t i l l e s s e ,  the K n ig h t 's  T a le  

d e a ls  w ith  th e m e s  to a p p e a r  su b se q u e n t ly  in  t a l e s  a s  d i f f e r e n t  a s  the  W ife 

of B a th 's  T a l e , the  M e r c h a n t 's  T a l e , and the  F r a n k l i n ' s  T a l e . K n igh ts  

a r e  t r e a t e d  in  qu ite  d i f f e r e n t  w ays  by  the  W ife, th e  M e rc h a n t ,  and  the  

F r a n k l in .  L ove , o r  a t  a n y  r a t e  the r e la t io n  of the  s e x e s ,  is  of c o u r s e  a 

c o n s ta n t  top ic  in the  t a l e s .

F in a l ly ,  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  s e r v e s  a s  the  im m e d ia te  o c c a s io n  of a  

ta le  by  the M i l le r ,  who an n o u n ce s  he w il l  " r e q u i t e "  the  K n ig h t 's  t a l e ,  and 

who is  in  h is  tu r n  fo llow ed  by  the  R eev e , d e te r m in e d  to r e q u i te  the s ec o n d  

ta le .  In th is  in te rc h a n g e  of K night, M i l le r  and  R e e v e  a r e  to be found the 

two b r o a d  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t io n s  - -  p o p u la r  and  c o u r t ly  - -  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

in  th is  s tu d y , bu t r a i s e d  by  C h a u c e r  to  new  l i t e r a r y  l e v e l s .  Only the  

T r o i lu s  h ad  p r e v io u s ly  c a r r i e d  the ro m a n c e  to  th i s  p h i lo so p h ic a l  h e ig h t;

In the  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  the  f a b l ia u  a t ta in e d  a  l i t e r a r y  le v e l  n e v e r  b e f o r e  

a t ta in e d  - -  and p e rh a p s  n e v e r  aga in .

B e c a u se  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  s e r v e s  a s  e i t h e r  th e  im m e d ia te  o r  the  

in d i r e c t  o c c a s io n  fo r  m u c h  of the  d i s c u s s io n  of w o m en , love , and  g e n t i l l e s s e  

in  the  C a n te rb u r y  T a l e s , a  s h o r t  d i s c u s s io n  of it  shou ld  be h e lp fu l  in  the  

d i s c u s s io n  of the v a r io u s  t a le s  w hich  is  to fo llow . P e r h a p s  the c a s e  fo r
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i t s  in c lu s io n  a t  the  b eg in n in g  of the  d i s c u s s io n  of the  v a r io u s  ta l e s  m a y  be 

s t r e n g th e n e d  by no ting  a  p o in t to  be  d ev e lo p e d  in  the  l a s t  c h a p te r :  the  

M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  - -  a  t a l e  f a r  aw ay  in  s p a c e  and  m u ch  f a r t h e r  aw ay  in 

s p i r i t  f r o m  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  - -  a l s o  c o n ta in s  a  love  t r i a n g le ,  a  lo v e - s i c k  

k n ig h t ,  s u p e r n a tu r a l  in te rv e n t io n ,  an d  a  fa m o u s  l in e  f r o m  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  

c o n c e rn in g  g e n t i l l e s s e  (but th is  t im e  p ro fo u n d ly  i ro n ic ) :

Lo, p i te e  re n n e th  soone  in  g en t i l  h e r t e !
(E. 1986)

A. T he  K n ig h t 's  T a le

In a  c o m p a r i s o n  of c o m ed y  and  t r a g e d y ,  F .  M. C o rn fo r d  s a id  of 

th e  l a t t e r ,

T h a t  a c t io n  is  p r i m a r y ,  c h a r a c t e r  s e c o n d a ry ,  s e e m s  to  be  t r u e  of any  
d r a m a ,  a n c ie n t  o r  m o d e r n ,  th a t  c an  be  c a l le d  t r a g i c .

T r a g e d y  m u s t  r e p r e s e n t  the  w a y  of the  w o r ld ,  the  m o v e m e n t  of 
l i f e ,  the  w o rk in g s  of d e s t in y ,  the  end th a t  g ro w s  in e v i ta b ly  out of a  
g iv en  beg in n in g , a s  a  p la n t  o r  a n im a l  g ro w s  out of i t s  g e r m .  The 
s e n s e  of in t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  n e c e s s i t y  s e e m s  in d is p e n s a b le  to the  
t r a g i c  e ffec t .  It i s  no t r e a l l y  a b s e n t  ev en  w h e re  th e  f a t a l  m o m e n t  is  
a  c la s h  b e tw e e n  th e  u n a c c o u n ta b le  sp o n ta n e i ty  of w i l l  and  the  s t r o k e  
of b lin d  c h an c e .  T h e r e  is  s t i l l  the  fe e l in g  th a t  su ch  th in g s  m u s t  be ; 
and  chance  i t s e l f  no s o o n e r  c e a s e d  to b e  a  p o w e r  of m a l ig n a n t  p u rp o s e  
th an  i t  w as  r e s o lv e d  in to  in e x o ra b le  law . T h e r e  i s  no r o o m  f o r  a c c i 
d e n ts  th a t  a r e  in s ig n i f ic a n t ,  in o th e r  w o rd s ,  p a r t i c u l a r  a c c id e n ts ,  
w ithou t w hat A r i s t o t l e  c a l l s  a  'u n i v e r s a l '  m e an in g .  ^

T h is  p a s s a g e  is  s u g g e s t iv e  of m u c h  to  be  found in  the  K n ig h t 's  T a l e . The

c a r e f u l  p a r a l l e l i s m  of e v e ry th in g  a b o u t  the  tw o young k n ig h ts  h a s  fo r  one

of i t s  e f fe c ts  the  g e n e r a l i z a t io n  of t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s .  E m i ly ,  a l s o ,  is  l i t t l e

^ F r a n c i s  M acd o n a ld  C o rn fo rd ,  T he O r ig in  of A t t ic  C om edy , ( rep .  
A n c h o r  B ooks, D o u b led ay  and  Co. : G a rd e n  C ity , N. Y. , 1961), p. 171.
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m o r e  th a n  a  d im  conven tion . C h a u c e r 's  m ak in g  a l l  of the  f ig u r e s  l i t t l e  

m o r e  th a n  tw o -d im e n s io n a l  c o u n te r s  h a s  the  e f fe c t  of fo c u s s in g  on "the 

w ay  of th e  w o r ld ,  the  m o v e m e n t  of l ife ,  the w o rk in g s  of d e s t in y .  " As 

C o rn fo rd  s a y s  of t r a g e d y  in  g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e  is  no ro o m  fo r  the m e r e l y  

in c id e n ta l .  T he  young m e n  a r e  equa l in p ro w e s s  and  d e s e r t s ,  so  th a t  the 

end is  to  b e  s e e n  no t in  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  bu t in f o r c e s  o u ts id e  of th e m .

To th e  e x te n t  th a t  ind iv id u a l  p ro w e s s  is  not a  f a c t o r  in  the s to r y ,  i t  is 

no t a  r o m a n c e  bu t a  t r a g e d y .

L ike  T r o i lu s  and C r i s e y d e , h o w e v e r ,  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  i s  n e i th e r  

p u r e ly  a  t r a g e d y  n o r  p u r e ly  a  ro m a n c e .  T he  p o e m  in v o lv es  two b r o a d  th e m e s ;  

the  f i r s t ,  f r o m  ro m a n c e ,  is  the  c h iv a l r ic  id e a l  of l ife  - -  love , co m b a t ,  

and  n o b i l i ty ;  the  sec o n d ,  m o r e  c lo se ly  id e n t i f ie d  w ith  t r a g e d y ,  is  the  p h i lo 

so p h ic a l  q u e s t io n  of the  p r o p e r  s ta n c e  of m a n  in  th e  fa c e  of the  in c o n s ta n c y  

of F o r tu n e  and  the  u n fa th o m a b le n e s s  of d e s t in y .

T h e s e u s  m o s t  c lo s e ly  a p p ro x im a te s  an  id e n t i f ia b le  p e r s o n  in  the

p o e m , and  he  is  v i ta l  to  it , s e r v in g  to  b ind  to g e th e r  the  two th e m e s .  He

is  th e  p e r f e c t  e m b o d im e n t  of the  noble  l i f e ,  and  he  is  the  a g e n t  of and

s p o k e m a n  f o r  d e s t in y  an d  th e  B o e th ian  r e s p o n s e  to  l i f e .  C o rn fo rd  n o te s ,

T r a g e d y  does  n o t  s e e k  to  ape  the  m a n n e r  o r  p o r t r a y  the  c h a r a c t e r s  
of e v e r y d a y  s o c ie ty ;  i t s  func tion  is  to  r e p r e s e n t  the d e s t in y  of m an , 
th e  tu rn in g  w h e e l  of T im e  and F a te .  To a c c o m p l i s h  th i s ,  i t  m u s t  
r o l l  aw ay  the  p a r t i - c o l o u r e d  s c r e e n ,  the  m o t le y  s u r f a c e  of so c ia l  
c u s to m ,  the  fa s h io n s  and  a c c id e n ts  of the  p la c e  and the  h o u r ,  and 
open  to  o u r  s ig h t  a  v is io n  of m a n 's  l i fe  and  d e a th ,  w h ich  the  b r a v e s t  
can  h a r d ly  e n d u re  to  c o n te m p la te  un ti l  i t  i s  r e d e e m e d  by  a r t .  ^

^Cornford ,  p. 180.
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As th e  a g e n t  of d e s t in y ,  T h e s e u s  s e r v e s  to  in i t ia te  the  a c t io n  a t  t im e s  and 

to d i r e c t  i t  a t  o th e r s .  A s  th e  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  the  d e s t in a i  o r d e r  and the 

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e s p o n s e  to l i fe ,  h is  s p e e c h e s  s e r v e  to " r o l l  aw ay  the  p a r t i 

c o lo u re d  s c r e e n  . . . and  open  to o u r  s ig h t  a  v is io n  of m a n ’s l ife  and 

d e a th  . . . . "

D e s t in y  and F o r tu n e  a r e  the  s u b je c ts  of m u ch  d i s c u s s io n  in  th is  

ta le .  T he  s p e e c h  w h ich  in i t i a te s  the  c h a in  of e v en ts  w h ich  is  the p lo t of 

the  t a l e  - -  th a t  of th e  T h e b a n  su p p l ia n t  to  T h e s e u s  - -  b e g in s  w ith  a  r e f e r e n c e  

to F o r tu n e :

She s ey d e :  ' lo r d ,  to w h o m  F o r tu n e  h a th  y iven  
V ic to r ie ,  and a s  a  c o n q u e r o r  to  lyven ,
N a t g re v e th  us y o u re  g lo r i e  and  y o u re  h o n o u r .
B ut we b is e k e n  m e r c y  and  s o c o u r .

. . . c e r t e s ,  l o r d ,  t h e r  i s  noon of us  a l le .
T h a t  she  ne h a th  b e e n  a  d u c h e s s e  o r  a queene .
Now w e be  c a y ty v e s ,  a s  i t  is w e l s e e n e .
T h an k ed  be F o r tu n e  an d  h i r e  f a l s e  w h ee l .
T h a t  noon e s t a a t  a s s u r e t h  to be  w e e l .

(A. 9 1 5 -1 8 , 922-26)

F o r tu n e  and D e s t in y  a r e  in te r c h a n g e a b le  a t  t im e s  and  by  the  end of

th e  t a le  h av e  b e c o m e  a l m o s t  id e n t ic a l .  F o r  e x am p le ,  A r c i t e  t e l l s  P a la m o n ,

'F o r tu n e  h a th  y e v en  us  th is  a d v e r s i t e e ,  '
(A. 1086)

on ly  to  fo llow  w ith  an  a s s e r t i o n  th a t  t h e i r  p l ig h t  is  no t m e r e l y  ch an ce  bu t

s o m e th in g  d e s t in ed  f r o m  t h e i r  b i r t h s :

Som  wikke a s p e c t  o r  d is p o s ic io u n  
Of S a tu rn ,  by  s o m  c o n s te l la c io u n .
H a th  y ev en  us th i s ,  a l th o u g h  we had d e  i t  sw orn ;
So s tood  the h e v e n  w han  th a t  we w e r e  b o rn .

(A. 1087-90)
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And i t  is  a  f ixed  d e s t in y  r a t h e r  th an  in c o n s ta n t  fo r tu n e  w h ich  P a la m o n

b la m e s  w hen  he a d d r e s s e s  the  gods:

'O c ru e  e l goddes th a t  g o v e rn e  
T h is  w o r ld  w ith  byndyng of y o u re  w o rd  e t e r n e ,
And w r i t e n  in  the  ta b le  of a t th a m a u n t
Y oure  p a r l e m e n t  and  y o u re  e te r n e  g ra u n t  . . . .

(A.. 1303-06)

F o r tu n e  and  h e r  w h ee l g ive  , w ay  h e r e  to the  w r i t in g  of the gods on ta b le s

of a d a m a n t  and  S a tu r n 's  s p e e c h  l a t e r  on r e in f o r c e s  the id e a  th a t  th is  tha t

s e e m s  l ik e  m in d le s s  c h an c e  to  m e r e  m o r t a l s  is  r a t h e r  the  fu n c tion ing

of a  w is e  and a lw a y s - fu n c t io n in g  d e s t in y ;

'M y c o u r s ,  th a t  h a th  so  wyde fo r  to tu rn e ,
H a th  m o o re  p o w e r  th a n  w oot any  m an .
M yn is  the  d re n c h y n g  in  the s e e  so  w an;
M yn is  the  p r i s o n  in the  d e rk e  co te;
M yn is  the s t r a n g ly n g  an d  hangyng  by  th e  th ro te ,
The m u r m u r e  and the  c h e r l e s  re b e l ly n g ,
The g roynyng  and th e  p ry v e e  em p o ysonyng ;

M yn is  the  ru y n e  of the  hye  h a l le s  . . . .
(A. 2 4 5 4 -6 0 , 2463)

The " p r i s o n  in  the  d e rk e  co te ,  " the  " ru y n e  of the  hye h a l l e s "  of T h e b e s ,  

and th e  "g roy n y n g "  of the  young kn ig h ts  h av e  a l l  s e e m e d  l ik e  m e r e s t  

ch an ce ,  b u t  a r e  a l l  the  p ro d u c ts  of fixed  d e s t in y .

A lthough  T h e s e u s  s e r v e s  a s  the  m a in  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  D e s t in y  in 

the  t a l e ,  i t  is  w o r th y  of n o te  th a t  A r c i t e ,  the  e v en tu a l  v ic t im ,  fo re s h a d o w s  

T h e s e u s '  long s p e e c h  on the  in s c r u ta b i l i ty  of d e s t in y  and fa i th  in  i t s  u l t i 

m a te  w o rk in g s  in  h is  c o m p la in t :

'A l la s ,  why p le y n en  fo lk  so in  com m une  
On p u rv e ia u n c e  of God, o r  of F o r tu n e ,
T h a t  y e v e th  h e m  fu l of te  in  m a n y  a  gyse



287

W el b e t t e r  than  th e y  kan  h e m s e l f  d e v y s e ?
(A. 1251-54)

The in s i s t e n c e  on the  o p e ra t io n  of D e s t in y  in th is  t a l e  is  n e v e r

c l e a r e r  th a n  in  T h e s e u s ' s  su d d en  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  the  s i te  of th e  b a t t l e  in

the  f o r e s t  b e tw e e n  the  two young m en :

The d e s t i n e e ,  m i n i s t r e  g e n e r a l ,
T h a t  e x e c u te th  in  the  w o r ld  o v e r  a l
The p u rv e ia u n c e  th a t  God h a th  s e y n  b i f o r n .
So s t r o n g  i t  is  th a t ,  though  the  w o r ld  h ad  sw o rn  
The c o n t r a r i e  of a  thyng by  ye o r  n a y .
Y et s o m ty m e  it  s h a l  f a l le n  on a  day
T h a t  f a l l e th  n a t  eft w ith inne  a  th o u sa n d  y e e r .
F o r  c e r t e in l y ,  o u re  a p p e t i t e s  h e e r ,
Be i t  of w e r r e ,  o r  p e e s ,  o r  h a te ,  o r  lo v e ,
A l i s  th is  r e u le d  b y  th e  s ig h te  ab o v e .

T h is  m e n e  I now  b y  m y g h ty  T h e s e u s ,
T h a t  f o r  to h u n te n  is  so  d e s i r u s  . . . .

(A. 1663-74)

Though E m i ly  p r a y s  to D iana  to r e m a i n  a  m a id ,  she  a c k n o w le d g e s  the

o v e r r u l in g  p o w e r  of d e s t in y :

O r  if  m y  d e s ty n e e  be sh a p e n  so
T h a t  I s h a l  n e d e s  h av e  oon of h e m  tw o.
A s w ende  m e  h y m  th a t  m o o s t  d e s i r e t h  m e .

(A. 2 3 2 3 -2 5 )

In the  p o e m  S a tu rn  is  m o s t  c lo s e ly  id e n t if ie d  w ith  D e s t in y  in

h e a v e n  and h e  a l s o  r e s o lv e s  q u a r r e l s  an d  d i s o r d e r  t h e r e  a s  d o e s  h is

c o u n te r p a r t  T h e s e u s ,  o v e r r u l in g  ev en  th e  g o d s :

'M y d e e r e  d o g h te r  V enus, ' quod S a tu rn e ,
'M y c o u r s e ,  th a t  h a th  so  wyde f o r  to  t u r n e .
H a th  m o o r e  p o w e r  th an  w oot an y  m a n .

Now w e ep  n a m o o r e ,  I s h a l  doon d i l ig e n c e  
T h a t  P a la m o n ,  th a t  is  thyn  owe ne k n y g h t,
Sha l h a v e  h is  la d y ,  a s  th o u  h a s t  h i m  h ig h t .
Though  M a r s  s h a l  h e lp e  h is  knygh t,  y e t  n a th e le e s
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B itw ine  yow t h e r e  m o o t  be so m ty m e  p e e s ,
A l be  ye noght of o c o m p le cc io u n  
T h a t  c a u s e th  a l  day  sw ich  d iv is io u n .

(A. 2 4 5 3 -5 5 , 2470-76)

At the  b a t t l e  T h e s e u s  a t te m p ts  to p r e v e n t  b lo o d sh ed  by l im it in g

th e  ty p e s  of w eapon  to  be u sed ; h e r e  a g a in ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  b e s t  in ten tio n s

a r e  o v e r r u le d  by  D e s t in y ,  w hich  h a s  o rd a in e d  th a t  A r c i t e  sh a l l  d ie . J u s t

a t  the  t im e  w hen  A r c i t e ' s  fo r tu n e s  s e e m  a t  t h e i r  s u m m it .

Out of the  g ro u n d  a  f u r ie  of in f e r n a l  s t e r t e  
F r o m  P lu to  s e n t  a t  r e q u e s t  of S a tu rn e ,

(A. 2684-85)

and  c a u s e s  A r c i t e  to  be  k i l le d .  T he r e a c t io n  of the  w o m en  is  the  e m o 

tio n a l ,  n a tu r a l  one to  th e  d ea th  of one a t  the  h e ig h t  of fe l ic i ty :

'W hy w olde s tow  be  d e ed ,  ' th i s e  w o m m e n  c ry e .
And h a d d e s t  go ld  ynough, and  E m e l y e ? '

(A. 2835-36)

E v e n  T h e s e u s  ab an d o n s  h is  c u s to m a r y  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s ta n c e  m o m e n ta r i ly ,

un ti l  h i s  f a th e r  r e p e a t s  the  C h r i s t i a n  th e m e  of c o n te m p t  of the  w o r ld

w h ich  we have  s e e n  p r e v io u s ly  in the  T r o i lu s  ep ilo g u e :

T h is  w o r ld  n y s  b u t  a  t h u r f a r e  fu l of wo.
And we b e en  p i l g r y m s ,  p a s s y n g e  to  and f ro .
D eeth  is  an  end of e v e r y  w o r ld ly  s o o r e .  '

(A. 2847-49)

A s w e ll  a s  b e in g  th e  i n t e r p r e t e r  of d e s t in y  in  th e  ta le ,  T h e s e u s  

is  the  e m b o d im e n t  of the  c h iv a l r ic  v i r t u e s .  W hen he  a p p e a r s  a t  the 

beg in n in g  of the  t a le ,  h e  is  r e tu rn in g  f r o m  the c o n q u es t  of the  A m azo n s  

and  the  m a r r i a g e  of H ippo ly ta . Love and  b a t t l e  - -  t h e s e  a r e  the  m a in  

i n t e r e s t s  of the  r o m a n c e  f r o m  C h re t ie n  o n w ard , and, w ith  D estin y ,  they
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a r e  the  m a in  fo r c e s  in  th is  ta le .  The th e m e  of the  noble  l i fe  - - of a

life  involv ing  the m a r t i a l  v i r t u e s  t e m p e r e d  by the c o u r t ly ,  fem in in e  ones - -

f inds  e x p r e s s io n  in a l l  the  a c t iv i t i e s  of T h e s e u s ,  and in th o se  of the two

y o u n g e r  k n ig h ts .

T he opening  s c e n e  is  of the  T h eb an  w o m en  ap p ea l in g  to  T h e se u s

' th u rg h  thy g e n t i l l e s s e '  to  defend  th e i r  c a u s e  a g a in s t  C re o n ,  and indeed

T h e s e u s  is the im a g e  of g e n t i l l e s s e  a t  the  end of th e i r  a p p e a l :

T h is  g en til  duc doun f r o m  h is  c o u r s e r  s t e r t e  
W ith h e r t e  p i to u s ,  w han  he h e r d e  h e m  sp ek e .

And in h is  a r m e s  h e  h e m  a l le  so  h e n te .
And h e m  c o n fo r te th  in ful good e n ten te .
And sw o o r  h is  ooth , a s  he  w as  t r e w e  knyght,
He w olde doon so  f e r f o r th ly  h is  m y g h t 
Upon the t i r a u n t  C re o n  h e m  to w re k e  . . . .

(A. 9 5 2 -5 3 ,  957-61)

T h e s e u s  is  a  c o n q u e r o r  r e tu r n in g  in  m a r t i a l  a r r a y ,  but l ik e  the  t e l l e r  of

the  ta le  he  is  a  'v e r r a y  p a r f i t  g en ti l  knygh t.  ' He r e a c t s  w ith  the  g e n t i l l e s s e

d e s c r ib e d  in a  l a t e r  l in e :

. , . p i te e  r e n n e th  soone  in g en ti l  h e r t e .
(A. 1761)

T h e s e u s 's  g e n t i l l e s s e  in th is  c a s e  a l s o  s e r v e s  h im  in  h is  ro le  a s  

a n  a g e n t  of d e s t in y .  One of the  young m e n  co m p la in s  l a t e r  of the  ru in  

w h ich  is  d e s t in e d  f o r  the  d e sc e n d a n ts  of C ad m u s;  and i t  is  by  h is  d e sp a tc h  

of A r c i t e  and P a la m o n  to  p r i s o n  in  A th en s  and  h is  l a t e r  p a r t  in a r r a n g in g  

th e  b a t t l e  tha t  T h e s e u s  s e r v e s  a s  the  a c t iv e  ag en t  of the  d e s t in a i  o r d e r .

He is  the  r e s t o r e r  of p r o p e r  o r d e r  in T h e b e s  by h is  a r r a n g e m e n t  fo r  the  

f u n e r a l s  fo r  the  T h e b a n s  w hom  C re o n  h ad  r e fu s e d  b u r i a l ,  and he  does
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the  s a m e  l a t e r  in the  s c e n e  in  the  f o r e s t .  F r o m  a d i s o r d e r ly  b r a w l  b e 

tw een  the  two young m e n ,  T h e s e u s  c h an g es  t h e i r  con ten t io n  in to  a  s t i r r i n g  

p a g e a n t  w ith  the f lo w e r  of c h iv a l ry  ra n g e d  on e a c h  s id e .

As no ted  b e f o r e ,  the  n a r r a t o r  e n t e r t a i n s  the p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  the 

a p p e a r a n c e  of T h e s e u s  in the f o r e s t  a t  th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e  w as  an  a c t  

of d e s t in y .  But if T h e s e u s '  a p p e a ra n c e  is a  r e s u l t  of d e s t in y ,  h i s  re a c t io n s  

to the  s c e n e  d e m o n s t r a t e  h is  own e m b o d im e n t  of the  c h iv a l r ic  v i r t u e s .  It 

is  in  th is  s ce n e  in  the  f o r e s t  th a t  he  a g a in  e x h ib i ts  the  w a r l i k e n e s s  t e m 

p e r e d  w ith  p ity  w h ich  i s  the  c o u r t ly  id e a l .  T he  im m e d ia te  r e a c t io n  of 

T h e s e u s  on le a r n in g  th e  id e n t i t ie s  of th e  two m e n  is  a n g ry  and  w a r l ik e :

'Ye sh a l  be  d eed ,  by  m ygh ty  M a r s  the  re d e !  '
(A. 1747)

A g a in  th e  w o m en  a p p e a l  f o r  p i ty , and  a g a in  T h e s e u s  re s p o n d s  to the  ap pea l.

T h ey  k n e e l  and beg  h is  m e r c y .

T i l  a t  the  l a s t e  a  s la k e d  w as h is  m ood .
F o r  p i te e  r e n n e th  soone  in  g en ti l  h e  r t e .

And in  h is  g e n t i l  h e r t e  he  thoughte  anon .
An so fte  unto h y m s e l f  he  sey d e , 'F y  
Upon a  lo rd  th a t  w ol h av e  no m e r c y .
But b e e n  a le o n ,  b o th  in  w o rd  and ded .
To h e m  th a t  b e e n  in r e p e n ta u n c e  and d r e d e  . . . . '

(A. 1760-61 , 1772-76)

Once h is  a n g e r  h a s  d ied , the  s ig h t  of the  two m e n  c a u s e s  T h e se u s

to m u se  upon the  p o w e r  of love:

'T h e  god of love , a , b e n e d ic te !
How m ygh ty  and  how  g r e e t  a  lo r d  is  h e  !
A yeyns h is  m y g h t t h e r  gayneth  none o b s ta c le s .
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Who m a y  b e e n  a  fo o l ,  b u t  if he  lo v e ?
(A. 1 7 85-87 , 1799)

The a m b iv a le n t  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  love in  the  T r o i l u s  is  h e r e  a g a in  in e v i 

d e n c e .  Love is  the  f o r c e  w h ich  im p e ls  m e n  to a c t .  It can  be  th e  i n s t i 

g a to r  of b r a v e  d e e d s  an d  of fo o l i sh  o n es .  It m a y  ev en  be the  c a u se  of 

s t r i f e  and  ru in ;  y e t  e v en  the s t r i f e  can  be  g lo r i o u s ,  o b s e r v e s  th e  n a r r a 

to r .

To f igh te  f o r  a  la d y ,  b e n e d ic te e  !
It w e r e  a  lu s ty  s ig h te  f o r  to  s e e .

(A. 2115 -16 )

P a r a d o x ic a l ly ,  a s  T h e s e u s  s a y s  in a  l a t e r  sp ee c h ,  love  is  a l s o  

the  f o r c e  w h ich , though  c a u s in g  o c c a s io n a l  s t r i f e ,  im p o s e s  o r d e r  on 

c h ao s  :

'T h e  F i r s t e  M o e v e re  of the  c a u s e  ab o v e .
W han h e  f i r s t  m a d e  the  f a i r e  cheyne of lo v e .
G r e e t  w as  th '  e f f e c t ,  and  h e ig h  w as  e n te n te .
W ei w is te  he w hy, a n d  w h a t  th e r e o f  he m e n te ;
F o r  w ith  th a t  f a i r e  cheyne  of love  he  bond  
T he f y r ,  the  e y r ,  the  w a t e r ,  and th e  lond  
In c e r t e y n  b o u n d e s , th a t  th e y  m a y  n a t  f le e .

(A. 2987-93)

T he 'g r e a t  ch a in  of b e in g '  is  h e r e  a  c h a in  of lo v e ,  b e c a u s e  love is  the

f o r c e  w h ich  b in d s .  In the  m e d ie v a l  s c h e m e  love  is ,  in a  v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e ,

b e in g .  Of a l l  th a t  i s ,  God e x i s t s  m o s t  p e r f e c t l y ;  and  God is  love .

T he s a m e  M o v e r ,  s a y s  T h e s e u s ,  w ho m a d e  th is  ch a in  of love

a ls o  e s ta b l i s h e d  d e s t in y  in  the  w o r ld

'H a th  s t a b l i s s e d  in  th is  w re c c h e d  w o r ld  a d o u n  
C e r te y n e  d ay es  an d  d u ra c io u n  
To a l  th a t  is  in g e n d re d  in th is  p la c e .
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O v e r  the  w hiche  day  th e y  m a y  n a t  p a c e ,
A l m ow e they  y e t  tho  d a y es  w el a b re g g e .

(A. 2995-99)

T he  N e o p la to n ic  e le m e n t ,  by w ay  of B o e th iu s ,  p e rv a d e s  the  e n t i r e  p a s s a g e .  

F r o m  the  s ta b le ,  p e r f e c t  M o v e r  n a tu re  p r o c e e d s  down the  cha in , b e c o m 

ing m o r e  and  m o r e  c o r r u p t ib l e .

W el m a y  m e n  know e, b u t  i t  be a fool.
T h a t  e v e r y  p a r t  d i r r y v e t h  f r o m  h is  hoo l;
F o r  n a tu r e  h a th  n a t  t a k e n  h is  b igynnyng 
Of no p a r t i e  o r  c a n te l  of a  thyng.
But of a  thyng th a t  p a r f i t  is  and s ta b le  
D escen d y n g e  so  t i l  i t  b e  c o r ru m p a b le .

(A. 3005-10)

The im p o r t  of T h e s e u s ' s  sp ee c h  s u m s  up the p h i lo s o p h ic a l  e l e 

m e n ts  of the  t a le ,  and  th e y  a r e  b ro a d ly  two. The f i r s t ,  a s  w e  h a v e  seen , 

is  th a t  a l l  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  the  one P r i m e  Mover- Who h a s  a  d e s ig n ,  h o w ev er  

u n fa th o m a b le  i ts  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  m ay  be to  l iv in g  m en . The sec o n d  p h i lo 

s o p h ic a l  e le m e n t  is  the  B o e th ia n  a n s w e r  to  l iv in g  in  a  w o r ld  w h e re  m en  

a r e  s u b je c t  to  chan g es  th e y  cannot u n d e r s ta n d .  T h is  a n s w e r  is a  b lend ; 

the  f i r s t  p a r t  is a  B o e th ia n  s to ic i s m ;

T h an n e  is  i t  w is d o m , a s  i t  thynketh  m e .
To m a k e n  v e r tu  of n e c e s s i t e e .
And ta k e  i t  w e e l  th a t  w e m a y  n a t  e s c h u e .
And n a m e ly  th a t  to  us  a l le  is due.
And w h o so  g ru c c h e th ,  he  dooth  fo lye .
And r e b e l  is  to  h y m  th a t  a l  m ay  gye.

(A. 3041-46)

T h e  sec o n d  p a r t  of the  a n s w e r  is  the  w a r r i o r ' s  t r a d i t io n a l  love  of g lo ry :

And ce r t e  in ly  a  m a n  h a th  m o o s t  h o n o u r  
To dyen  in  h is  e x c e l le n c e  and f lo u r .
W han he  is s ik e r  of h is  goode n am e;
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T hanne  h a th  he doon h is  f r e e n d ,  ne h y m , ne sh a m e .
(A. 3047-50)

In the K n ig h t 's  T a l e , two te n d e n c ie s  of the c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  

id e n tif ied  in  the  e a r l i e r  c h a p te r  a r e  m a n i f e s t :  the  te n d e n c y  of the  h e ro in e  

to be l i t t l e  m o re  than  a d im  and c o n v en tio n a liz ed  id e a l iz a t io n ,  and  the 

fo c u s s in g ,  not on the  h e r o in e ,  bu t on the t r i a l s  and  g ro w th  in  v i r tu e  of 

the l o v e r  - -  in  th is  c a s e ,  two lo v e r s .  E m ily  is  a lw ay s  s e e n  f r o m  a f a r ,  

w h e th e r  th ro u g h  the b a r s  of a  p r i s o n  c e l l ,  o r  in  the  com pany  of T h e s e u s  

and  h is  c o u r t .  T h e re  a r e  two m o m e n ts  w hen  she  m ig h t  h av e  b e e n  g iven  

d e f in i t io n  - - i n  h e r  p r a y e r  to  D iana and  h e r  r e a c t io n  to the d ea th  of 

A r c i te ;  a t  n e i th e r  t im e  does  the poe t tak e  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  give h e r  

new  d im e n s io n .  H e re ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  is  the  p a s s a g e  on the  s ec o n d  o c 

ca s io n :

S h r ig h te  E m e ly e ,  and  how le th  P a la m o n ,
And T h e s e u s  h is  s u s t e r  took  anon 
Swownynge, and  b a a r  h i r e  f r o  the c o rp s  aw ay.
W hat h e lp e th  i t  to  t a r i e n  fo r th  the  day  
To te l le n  how sh e  w e ep  bo the  eve and  m o rw e  ?
F o r  in  sw ich  c a s  w o m m e n  have  sw ich  s o rw e .
W han th a t  h i r  h o u sb o n d es  ben  f r o m  h e m  ago,
T h a t  f o r  the m o o re  p a r t  th ey  s o rw e n  so .
O r  e l l i s  f a l le n  in  sw ich  m a la d y e .
T h a t  a t  the  l a s t e  c e r t e in l y  they  dye.

(A. 2817-26)

An o p p o r tu n i ty  to b r in g  E m ily  to l ife  is  fo rg o n e  in  fa v o r  of a  g e n e r a l iz e d  

s t a t e m e n t  about w o m en  ' in  sw ich  c a s .  '

In C h a p te r  IX i t  w as  no ted  th a t  th e r e  a r e  good r e a s o n s  f o r  th e s e  

te n d e n c ie s  in  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n .  In th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  the lad y  fu n c tio n s  

in  the  w o rk  a s  an  a lm o s t  u n a t ta in ab le  goal, and b y  d e f in i t io n  is  p e r f e c t
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and unchang ing . T h e r e  a r e  few  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  fo r  h e r  to b e  un like  h e ro in e s  

in  o th e r  w o rk s  of the  s a m e  k ind . It is  b e c a u s e  the  h e r o  c a n  and  does  

change  th a t  the  focus  is  on h i s  a c t io n s .  T he s t o r y  i s  th a t  of the  s i m u l 

ta n e o u s  p r o g r e s s  to w a rd  the  goal and  p r o g r e s s  in  v i r t u e .  T h e  D ivine 

C o m ed y  is  the  u l t im a te  e x am p le  of bo th  of t h e s e  p o in ts .

T he  r e a s o n  th a t  th e  two h e r o e s  of the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  a r e  no t p r e s e n te d  

a s  c l e a r l y  a s  o th e r s  of C h a u c e r 's  h e r o e s  - -  h en d e  N ic h o la s ,  f o r  e x am p le ,  

o r  d au n  John , o r  e v en  T r o i lu s  - -  w ill  r e q u i r e  so m e  d i s c u s s io n .  If i t  be 

a d m i t te d ,  th a t  i s ,  th a t  t h e r e  is  good r e a s o n  f o r  the  la d y  to  r e m a in  c o n 

v e n t io n a l  and  in d i s t in c t ,  th is  s t i l l  l e a v e s  the  q u e s t io n  of w hy  the  focus  

sh o u ld  no t be m o r e  f i r m l y  f ix ed  on P a la m o n  and  A r c i t e .  W hy do they  

r e m a in  l i t t l e  m o r e  th an  c o u n te r s  in  the  t a le  ? T he  t e r m s  of the  d e f in i 

t ion  of the  e s s e n t i a l  fo c u s ,  h o w e v e r ,  sh o u ld  be  r e - e x a m in e d :  the  focus  

is  on the  t r i a l s  and  g ro w th  in  v i r tu e  of the  lo v e r ,  and  th is  is  n o t synonym ous 

w ith  fo c u s s in g  on the  l o v e r .  P i e r s  P lo w m a n  and  the D r e a m e r  in  the  R o m an  

de la  R o se  r e m a in  in  th e  m e m o r y ,  no t a s  c h a r a c t e r s  w ith  a  l i fe  of th e i r  

own, b u t  a s  f ig u r e s  who a r e  c r e a te d  to  go th ro u g h  a  s e r i e s  of a c t io n s .

If i t  be  o b je c ted  th a t  th e s e  a r e  the  h e r o e s  of a l l e g o r i e s ,  it  shou ld  be 

n o ted  th a t  in v a ry in g  d e g r e e s  kn igh ts  f r o m  L a n c e lo t  to T r o i lu s  have  

g iven  the  s a m e  im p r e s s i o n .  F o r  a l l  of h i s  g e n e r a l iz e d  n a m e ,  J a n u a r y ,  

in  the  a n t i r o m a n t i c  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le ,  is  c l e a r e r  in the  m e m o r y  than
I

T r o i l u s ,  o r  A r c i t e ,  o r  p e r h a p s  even  th e  K n igh t h im s e l f .

A r c i t e  and  P a la m o n  a r e  no t b ro u g h t  on the  s tag e  to  e x c i te  sy m p a th y  

f o r  th e m  and a p p re h e n s io n  c o n ce rn in g  t h e i r  u l t im a te  f a t e s .  E v e n  m o re
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c l e a r l y  th a n  in  o th e r  r o m a n c e s ,  t h e i r  fu n c tio n  is  to  be  a c te d  upon in  o r d e r  

to  e x p lo r e  the  n a tu r e  of the  no b le  l i fe  and  th e  p r o p e r  r e s p o n s e  to  the  f a c ts  

of l i fe  an d  in e v i ta b le  d e a th .  "A c ted  upon"  - -  th is  is  the  key . W h e r e a s  

th e  c o m ic  c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  h e n d e  N ic h o la s  to  Don Q uixote c an  in i t i a te  

a c t io n ,  the  h e r o  of the  t r u e  r o m a n c e  o r  t r a g e d y  on ly  r e a c t s  a f t e r  b e in g  

a c te d  upon . O e d ip u s 's  s t o r y  is  of ev en ts  t h r u s t in g  th e m s e lv e s  upon h im  

and  h i s  s t ru g g l in g  w ith  th e m .  P a la m o n  and  A r c i t e  a r e  s e n t  to  p r i s o n  in  

A th e n s ,  th e n  d e l iv e re d  f r o m  p r i s o n ;  no t th e y ,  b u t T h e s e u s  i n i t i a t e s  the  

to u r n a m e n t .  E v en  the  d e a th  of one of th e m  is  no t the  w o rk  of the  o th e r  

b u t  th e  r e s u l t  of the  w o rk in g  of d e s t in y  th ro u g h  a  s u p e r n a tu r a l  e v e n t .  E m ily  

e s p e c i a l l y  - -  w an ting  to  r e m a i n  a  m a id  y e t  g iv en  to  a  m a n ,  lo s in g  th a t  

m a n  a t  th e  p r e c i s e  m o m e n t  h e  b e g in s  to  a p p e a l  to  h e r ,  f in a l ly  m a r r y i n g  

th e  o t h e r  m a n  a t  h e r  k i n s m a n 's  c o m m a n d  - -  show s how l i t t l e  c o n t ro l  

th e  p r i n c i p a l s  h av e  of t h e i r  fa te .

It i s  T h e s e u s  in  th i s  ta le  who c a n  a c t  m o s t  in d e p en d en tly ;  i t  is  

h i s  fu n c t io n  to guide th e  r e a c t i o n  of the  p r i n c ip a l s  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  

g e n t i l i ty  and  w isd o m . In th i s  fun c tio n ,  h e  c o m e s  on the  s ta g e  a t  the  

end  to  e x p la in  the  im p o r t  of the  e v en ts  and  to  b r in g  ab o u t the  in e v i ta b le  

m a r r i a g e  of P a la m o n  an d  E m i ly .  E v e n  h e r e ,  the  h e r o  and  h e r o in e  c a n 

n o t  b e  e x p e c te d  to  in i t ia te  th e  a c t io n ,  b u t  m u s t  b e  a c te d  upon. C h a u c e r 's  

c o m ic  c h a r a c t e r s  d is p la y  m o r e  in d e p en d e n c e .

B. T h e  M i l l e r ' s  T a le

A lthough  it  i s  th e  K n ig h t 's  T a le  w h ich  th e  M il le r  s a y s  th a t  h e  w ill
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'q u i te ,  ' h is  t a l e  s t r i k e s  in  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t io n s .  T he  p o r t r a i t  of h en d e

N ic h o la s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  fo r c ib ly  r e m in d s  us of th e  o th e r  C le rk  of O xford,

The p o r t r a i t  of the  old cucko lded  c a r p e n t e r  w ounds th e  s e l f - e s t e e m  of

the  R e e v e ,  who c a l l s  a t te n t io n  to  i ts  r e le v a n c e  to  h im s e l f .  T he  p o r t r a i t

of A b so lo n  n o t  on ly  r id ic u le s  young c o u r t ly  l o v e r s  - -  l ik e  the  S q u ir e ,

fo r  e x a m p le  - -  b u t  a l s o  m a k e s  the  s a m e  k ind  of in s in u a t io n  a s  the  H o s t

does  l a t e r  ab o u t th o s e  in  c h u rc h  b u s in e s s  who h a v e  t h e i r  m in d s  on o th e r

s u b je c t s .  T h o s e  in  the  co m p an y  in  r e l ig io u s  o r d e r s  m ig h t  h av e  ta k en

the  s a m e  o f fen se  a s  did the  M onk a t  the  H o s t 's  su g g e s t io n  th a t  the  f o r m e r

know s m o r e  of the  w ay  of a  m a n  and  a  w o m a n  th a n  he  i s  te l l in g ;

T h is  m a k e th  th a t  o u re  w yves  w ole  a s s a y e  
R e l ig io u s  fo lk , f o r  ye m ow e b e t t r e  paye  
Of V enus  p a ie m e n tz  than  m ow e w e;
God w o o t,  no lu s s h e b u r g h e s  pay  en ye!

(B2. 3149-52)

It i s  an  in s in u a t io n  m ad e  by  o th e r  p i l g r i m s ,  n o ta b ly  the  S h ip 

m an .

D e s p i te  th e  R e e v e 's  o v e r ly  s e n s i t iv e  o u tb u r s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  the  m a in  

t a r g e t  of th e  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  is  the  p r e c e d in g  ta le  and  w h a t the  M i l le r  

u n d e r s ta n d s  th e  im p o r t  of th a t  t a le  to b e .  He h a s  ta k e n  a  t r a d i t io n a l  

f a b l ia u  s t o r y  - - a  c le v e r  c l e r k  b eg u il in g  an  old  h u s b an d  and  s le e p in g  

w ith  h i s  w ife ,  on ly  to  ge t h is  own c o m eu p p an ce  - -  and  he  h a s  added  e l e 

m e n ts  to  i t  to  m a k e  it  w hat I s h a l l  c a l l  a n  " a n t i - r o m a n c e .  " T h is  t e r m  

le a v e s  m u c h  to  be  d e s i r e d ,  bu t I know of no o th e r  f o r  a  p u rp o s e  w h ich  is  

u n d e n iab ly  p r e s e n t  in m a n y  p o p u la r  t a l e s ,  in c lu d in g  the M i l l e r ' s  T a le .
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A s po in ted  out in C h a p te r  X, the  t e r m s  'c o u r t ly '  and  'p o p u la r '  m a y  

m is le a d  us in to  th ink ing  of too a b so lu te  a  d iv is io n  b e tw ee n  the f o r m s .

T h e r e  w e r e  by  the fo u r te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  th a t  i s ,  p o p u la r  ro m a n c e s  and  

c o u r t ly  fab liau x . The p o p u la r  t a l e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly ,  b e g an  e a r ly  to ap e  and 

in v e r t  th e  v a lu es  of the c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n .  W as th e  h ig h -b o r n  lad y  .supposed  

to be h au g h ty  and u n a p p ro a c h a b le ?  The p o p u la r  s t o r y - t e l l e r  could  te l l  

the  one abou t the  la d y  and the  t in k e r .  W as the  l o v e r  su p p o sed  to  s u c c e e d  

by  h e s i t a n c y  and the  w r i t in g  of p o e m s ?  T h e r e  w e r e  dozens  of in s t a n c e s  

w h e re  the  d i r e c t  a p p ro a c h  w o rk e d  b e t t e r .

E . T. D ona ldson , in  an  i l lu m in a t in g  e s s a y  on C h a u c e r 's  u se  of

the  id io m  of p o p u la r  p o e try ,  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  th a t  one of C h a u c e r 's

d e v ic e s  is  th a t  of

sp r in k l in g  th e s e  c h a r a c te r i z a t i o n s  and  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  c l ic h e s  
b o r r o w e d  f r o m  the v e r n a c u la r  v e r s io n s  of the  code of c o u r t ly  love  
p h r a s e s  of th e  s o r t  we a r e  a c c u s to m e d  to  m e e t ,  on the  one h a n d ,  in  
M iddle  E n g l ish  m i n s t r e l  r o m a n c e s  and , on the  o th e r  hand , in  s e c u l a r  
l y r i c s  su ch  a s  th o se  p r e s e r v e d  in  H a r le y  MS 2253 - -  bu t p h r a s e s  
th a t  a r e  no t e n c o u n te re d  e ls e w h e re  in  th e  s e r io u s  w o rk s  of G e o ff re y  
C h a u c e r .  ^

D o n a ld so n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  th a t  the  e ffec t  of " th is  im p o r te d  c o u r t ly  d ic t io n

is  te l l in g  co m ed y ."  And, fo llowing D o n a ld so n 's  le a d ,  G a rd in e r  S t i l lw e l l

d e m o n s t r a t e s  th a t

the  u s e  of w o u ld -b e -e le g a n t  lo v e -d ic t io n  in  i ro n ic  con tex ts  
w as  w e ll  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  f a b l i a u - l i t e r a t u r e  long b e fo re  C h a u c e r ' s

^E. T . D ona ldson , " Id iom  of P o p u la r  P o e t r y  in  the  M il le r ' s 
T a l e , "  E n g l ish  In s t i tu te  E s s a y s ,  1950 , ed. A lan  S. D ow ner, (C o lum bia  
U. P r e s s :  N. Y. , 1951), p. 122.
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t im e  (the e x ta n t  f a b l ia u x  da tin g  m o s t ly  f r o m  th e  th i r te e n th  
c en tu ry )  . . . . ^

T h is  i r o n ic  u se  of c o u r t ly  d ic t io n  is  on ly  p a r t  of the  ro u g h  t r e a t 

m e n t  g iv e n  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  in  co m ic  l i t e r a t u r e .  T he  id e a l iz e d  la d y  

of the c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  w as  too f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the  im a g e  of w o m an  in 

the  p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e  and p u lp it  a l ik e  to r e m a in  u n c h a l len g e d .  A n d re a s  

C a p e l la n u s 's  r e f e r e n c e  to the  in a b i l i ty  of a  w o m an  of the  p e a s a n t  c la s s  

to a p p r e c ia t e  the  n ic e t ie s  of the  c o u r t ly  m e th o d  of w ooing  (and h is  c o n se q u e n t  

r e c o m m e n d a t io n  of a  m o r e  d i r e c t  ap p ro ach )  s e e m s  w e l l  g ro u n d ed . It is  

Id le n e ss  who a d m its  th e  D r e a m e r  to the  g a rd e n  of th e  R o se ;  th o s e  w i th 

out su ch  l e i s u r e  w e r e  l ik e ly  to  b e  im m u n e  to the  c h a r m s  of la n g u ish in g  

an d  h e s i t a t in g .

T h is  is  the  c a s e  w ith  the  M i l le r .  H is  f i r s t  r e s p o n s e  i s  to  the  

c o u r t ly  lo v e  q u e s t io n  in  the  b a c k g ro u n d  of the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  - -  w h ich  of 

two e q u a l ly  w o r th y  lo v e r s  is  to  w in  the  lady . In h i s  p o r t r a i t s  of N ic h o la s  

and  A b so lo n ,  h e  p r e s e n t s  w ha t he  s e e s  a s  the  r e a l  q u e s t io n  - -  w h e th e r  

a  c o u r t ly  l o v e r  h a s  any  ch an ce  a t  a l l  a g a in s t  a  c l e v e r  young m a n  who 

know s th e  "o ld  d a n ce .  " The M i l le r  r e s p o n d s  to  the  q u e s t io n  of th e  m o r e  

d e s e r v in g  lo v e r  w ith  the  s c o r n  of the  p r a c t i c a l  m a n  f o r  a b s t r a c t  t h e o r i z 

ing, M en  and o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a r e  r a r e l y  equal.  T he  s e c r e t  l i e s  in  k e ep in g  

o n e 's  w i ts  a b o u t  h im  and in  b e in g  'h an d y ' in the  o ld e s t  m e a n in g  of the

^ G a r d in e r  S ti l lw e ll ,  "T h e  L anguage  of Love in  C h a u c e r ' s  M i l l e r ' s  
and  R e e v e 's  T a le s  and  in  the  Old F r e n c h  F a b l ia u x ,  " J E G P , v. 54 (1955), 
p. 693.
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t e r m .  T he  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  e le m e n t  is e i th e r  lo s t  on the  M i l l e r  o r  e l s e  he 

ig n o re s  i t .  T he  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  em b o d ied  in  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  is  h is  

ch ief  t a r g e t .

T h is  is  n o t  a t  f i r s t  a p p a r e n t .  A f te r  b r u s h in g  the  old  c a r p e n t e r  

a s id e  as

A r i c h e  gnof th a t  g e s te s  h ad  to b o rd ,
(A. 3188)

the  M i l l e r  g iv e s  an  ex ten d e d  p o r t r a i t  of N ic h o la s .  The r e l e v a n c e  of th is  

p o r t r a i t  to the  M i l l e r ' s  a im  of a n s w e r in g  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  i s  n o t  c l e a r  

in the  b e g in n in g . If a n y  t a r g e t  is  in ten d ed , i t  s e e m s  a t  f i r s t  to be  the  

C le rk ,  who is  a l s o  f r o m  O xford  and  o u tw a rd ly  s tu d io u s .  No p a r t i c u l a r  

c h a r a c t e r  n e ed  b e  s in g le d  out, h o w e v e r ;  the  c l e r i c  who is  o u tw a rd ly  

s tu d io u s  and  r e l i g io u s ,  bu t i s  s e c r e t l y  a  s c h e m e r ,  is  a  s to c k  one in  

the  p o p u la r  t r a d i t i o n .  An e x am p le  of th i s ,  m e n t io n e d  in  C h a p te r  X, is  

the  ta le  of the  h e r m i t  who p r e te n d e d  to be  an  a n g e l  in  o r d e r  to d e c e iv e  

the  m o th e r  of a  young g i r l .

T he H o s t 's  h e a v y - h a n d e d  in s in u a t io n s  l a t e r  ab o u t th e  M onk co m e  

f r o m  the  s to c k  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the  c l e v e r ,  lu s ty  c l e r i c .  It i s  a  c h a r a c 

t e r  to  r e a p p e a r  a s  "d au n  J o h n "  in  the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le .  If the  p o r t r a i t  of 

N ich o la s  t a k e s  a  c a s u a l  sw ipe  a t  the  C le rk ,  th en ,  th is  i s  th e  r e s u l t  of 

the  s k e p t i c i s m  i n h e r e n t  in  the  p o p u la r  t r a d i t i o n  a b o u t  th e  c h a s t i ty  of 

anyone , ex c lu d in g  s a in t s ,  m a n  o r  w om an .

L ik e  the  C le rk ,  N ic h o la s  is  p o o r  and  l e a r n e d .  The o b s e r v a t io n  

abou t h i s  know led g e  of w o m en  i s  m ad e  in  su c h  a n  o ff -h an d  m a n n e r  - -
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ju x ta p o s e d  w ith  an  o b s e r v a t io n  a b o u t  h is  a p p e a ra n c e  - -  a s  to e m p h a s iz e

how m u c h  it  is  a  s to ck  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of c l e r i c s  in  p o p u la r  ta le s  :

Of d e e r n e  love he  koude and  of s o la s  ;
And th e r to  he  w as  s le ig h  an d  fu l p r iv e e ,
A nd lyk  a  m ay d en  m ek e  f o r  to  s e e .

(A. 3200-02)

T h e r e  i s  a clue th a t  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  h a s  not b e e n  fo r g o t te n  in  the  d e ta i l

ab o u t  N ic h o la s ' s  know ledge of a s t r o lo g y ,  a  know ledge  to  be  u sed  to dupe

the  c a r p e n t e r .  T h is  u se  of a s t r o lo g y  in the ta le  is  the  c lo s e s t  we com e

to a  r e f e r e n c e  by the  M i l l e r  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th e m e  of d e s t in y  in  the

K n ig h t 's  T a l e : f o r  the  p r a c t i c a l  M i l l e r ,  a l l  su ch  th e o r iz in g  s e r v e s  on ly

to b e g u i le  ig n o ra n t  m e n  - -  l ik e  th e  c a r p e n te r .

E a r l e  B i rn e y  s u m s  up the  c h a r a c t e r  of N ic h o la s  in th is  w ay:

He is  the  d e v i l - m a y - c a r e ,  p l e a s u r e - lo v in g ,  u n in h ib ited  young m a le ,  
the  lu s ty  and  u n s tu d io u s  s tu d e n t ;  he  w a lks  a l e r t  f o r  a m o ro u s  a d v e n 
t u r e ,  w ith  the  tang  of s t r o n g  w ild  h e r b s  ab o u t h im .  ^

T h is  i s  a  su g g e s t iv e  r é s u m é .  N ic h o la s  h a s  " l e r n e d  a r t " ;  he  can  s ing  so

th a t  l i s t e n e r s  b le s s  h is  " m y r ie  th r o t e " ;  but w hen  he  w oos  the  young w ife ,

he u s e s  no t ' a r t '  o r  'so n g '  b u t  th e  d i r e c t e s t  of m e th o d s .  As su ch  he  is

the  o p p o s i te  of A bso lon .

T he  d e s c r ip t io n  of A b so lo n  c o m e s  l a s t  of the  t h r e e  p r in c ip a l s ,

b u t  i t  is  th ro u g h  h im  th a t  the  M i l l e r  r e p l ie s  m o s t  d i r e c t l y  to  the  K n ig h t 's

T a le  - -  and  to  the c o u r t ly  love  t r a d i t io n  beh ind  i t .  F a t h e r  B e ic h n e r  p o in ts

out th a t  in  m o s t  of the  a n a lo g u e s  to the  ta le ,

^ E a r le  B irn e y ,  "T h e  In h ib i ted  and the U n inh ib ited : I ro n ic  S t r u c t u r e  
in  th e  'M i l l e r 's  T a le .  '"  N eo p h il .  , v. 44 (I960), p. 334.



301

A b s o lo n 's p a r t  is  ta k en  by  a s m ith ,  s in ce  the p lo t  r e q u i r e s  e a s y  
a c c e s s  to  a  h o t  c o l t e r  o r  so m e th in g  s i m i l a r  fo r  the  b ra n d in g .

In c o n n ec tio n  w ith  th is ,  he  o b s e r v e s  th a t

If th e  s m i th  a p p e a re d  in  th is  ro le  in  the  s to r y  a s  i t  c a m e  to C h a u c e r  
in  a  lo s t  f a b l ia u  o r  in an  o r a l  v e r s io n ,  o r  even  if the  s to r y  co n ta in ed  
a n o th e r  c h a r a c t e r  who had  to go to the  sm i th  fo r  th e  c o l t e r ,  th e  p o e t  
m u s t  h a v e  c o n s id e re d  the  u s e  of a  s m i th  a s  the  r e j e c te d  and  duped  
lo v e r .  The p lo t  would be a  sh ad e  m o r e  p la u s ib le  and e c o n o m ic a l .
But a t  the  s a m e  t im e  C h a u c e r  w ould  have  fe l t  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  give 
h im  the  p h y s iq u e  of a  s m ith  and  r a t h e r  c ru d e  s e n s ib i l i t i e s .  . . .
A s m i th  w ould  be d a n g e ro u s ly  l ik e  the  M il le r  h im s e l f  who t e l l s  the  
s to ry ,  and  i t  w ould  no t h ave  b e e n  a p p r o p r ia t e  fo r  the  M i l le r  to  a l lo w  
the  duped lo v e r  in  any  w ay  to  r e s e m b le  h im s e l f .  In an y  ev en t  C h a u c e r  
gave us  A bso lo n .  ^

T h is  is  c o n so n an t w ith  F a t h e r  B e i c h n e r ' s  p u rp o s e  in  h is  a r t i c l e  of show ing

th a t  C h a u c e r  w as

c o n sc io u s ly  c r e a t in g  peop le  w ith  w hose  c h a r a c t e r  the  a c t io n  of a  
b o r r o w e d  p lo t would not be  in c o n s i s te n t  - -  in o th e r  w o rd s ,  th ro u g h  
c h a r a c t e r  he  w as  m o tiv a t in g  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le  a  fa b l ia u  w h o se  
a c t io n  o r ig in a l ly  had  l i t t l e  o r  no th ing  to do w ith  c h a r a c t e r .  ^

The e ffe c t  of the  end ing  is  indeed  h e ig h te n ed  by  the  e x t r e m e l y  fa s t id io u s ,

sq u e a m is h  c h a r a c t e r  g iven  to  A bso lon ; h o w e v e r ,  he a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a

s t r a w  m a n  f o r  the  M i l l e r ' s  i c o n o c la s t i c  t r e a tm e n t  of c o u r t ly  love .

A p o in t a b o u t A b so lo n 's  p o r t r a i t  w h ich  m u s t  be  m a d e  im m e d ia te ly

is  i ts  len g th .  The p o r t r a i t  of A liso n  is  long (39 l in e s )  and  d e s e r v e d ly

fa m o u s ,  b u t  th a t  of A bso lon  is  a  l in e  lo n g e r .  And it  h a s  a n  a n t i - r o m a n t i c

fu n c tio n .  F a t h e r  B e ic h n e r  p o in ts  out,

^ P au l  E .  B e ic h n e r ,  " C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  in  the  M i l l e r ' s  T a l e , " C h a u c e r  
C r i t i c i s m :  the  C a n te rb u r y  T a l e s , ed. R ic h a rd  J .  S choeck  and  J e r o m e  T a y lo r ,  
(Univ. of N o tre  D am e  P r e s s ,  I960), p . 118.

^Ibid.
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A b so lo n  in d eed  is  m o r e  la d y l ik e  th a n  A l iso u n .  He is  too  la d y l ik e ,  
and  th e r e in  l i e s  m u ch  of the  h u m o r  w hen  h i s  dow nfa ll  o c c u r s .  ^

H o w ev e r ,  A b s o lo n 's  e f fe m in a c y  i s  only a  c a r i c a t u r e  of o th e r  c o u r t ly

l o v e r s .  T he  S q u ir e ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  a l so  h a s

lo k k e s  c r u l le  a s  th e y  w e r e  leyd  in  p r e s s e ,
(A. 81)

though  th e y  m a y  n o t be  gold, a s  A b so lo n 's  a r e ,  A b so lo n  d r e s s e s  f a s h io n 

ab ly ,  a s  do es  th e  S q u ire ,  and  l ik e  th a t  id e a l  you th , lo v e s  to  s ing  and  

d a n c e .  It is  in  h i s  o th e r  a t t r i b u t e s  - -  and  in  o th e r s  d e l i b e r a t e ly  le f t  

out of the  l i s t  - -  th a t  h e  s l ip s .  U nlike the  S q u i r e ' s  p o r t r a i t ,  no m e n t io n  

is  m a d e  of A b so lo n 's  p h y s iq u e  o r  s t r e n g th .  T he a b i l i ty  to  jo u s t  m ig h t  

no t h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o p r ia t e  f o r  h im  as  i t  w as  f o r  the  S q u i r e ,  b u t  o th e r  

s a v in g  v i r t u e s  a r e  d en ied  h is  d e s c r ip t io n .  H is  a b i l i ty  a s  a  b a r b e r  is 

no t r e a l l y  the  s a m e  a s  the  S q u i r e 's  h o r s e m a n s h ip .  T he  g r e a t  p a r t i c u 

l a r i t y  w ith  w h ich  the  n a r r a t o r  d e s c r ib e s  h is  c lo th ing  c o m m u n ic a te s  a 

s e n s e  of the  o v e r e l a b o r a t e  c a r e  he ta k e s  of h is  d r e s s .

T he n a r r a t o r ' s  e x c la m a t io n  abou t A b so lo n  i s  a t  l e a s t  tw o -e d g e d :

A m y r i e  ch ild  he  w a s ,  so  God m e  sav e ,
(A, 3325)

By C h a u c e r ' s  d a y ,  the  m e an in g  of the  w o rd  ch ild  h ad  b e c o m e  a m b ig u o u s .

It cou ld  e i t h e r  m e a n  a  " f igh ting  m an , " a s  in  S i r  T h o p a s  (B, 2000), o r  it  

cou ld  h av e  i ts  m o d e r n  m e an in g ,  as  in  the  p h r a s e  "be w ith  c h i ld e "  (K n igh t 's  

T a l e , A, 2310), A pp lied  in  i t s  f i r s t  m e a n in g  to  A b so lo n ,  the  t e r m  is

^ B e ic h n e r ,  p, 119,



303

h ig h ly  i r o n ic ;  he  is  no o n e 's  id e a l  of a  w a r r i o r .  T he  s e c o n d  m e an in g  is

a l s o  f i t t in g ;  f o r  a l l  h i s  a t t e m p te d  s o p h is t ic a t io n ,  he  is  a  ch ild  in  h is

w ooing. U nlike N ic h o la s ,  A b so lo n  is  the e t e r n a l  a d o le s c e n t ,  d ra w n  to

w o m en  y e t  t im id  of th e m . He cou ld  n e v e r  have s e iz e d  A l is o n  a s  N ich o las

d id ; he  is  co n ten t  to p r e s s  h is  h u m b le  l o v e r ' s  s u i t  a t  a  r e s p e c t f u l  d is ta n c e .

N ic h o la s ,  on the  o th e r  h an d , a p p e a r s  a s  c l e v e r  and  m a n ag in g  a s

any  of h i s  c o u n te r p a r t s  in p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e .  H is  s c h e m e  is  a s  dev ious

and e la b o r a te  a s  any  fa b l ia u  a u d ie n c e  could  w ish ;  and h is  a p p ro a c h  to  the

wife could  no t be  m o r e  d i r e c t :

. . .  on a  day  th is  h en d e  N ic h o la s
F i l  w ith  th is  yonge wyf to  r a g e  and  p ley e ,
W hil th a t  h i r  h o u sb o n d e  w a s  a t  O sen ey e ,
A s c l e r k e s  ben  fu l su b t i le  and  ful queynte ;
And p r iv e ly  he  cau g h te  h i r e  by  the  queyn te .
And s e y d e ,  ' Ywis, bu t if ic h  h av e  m y  w il le .
F o r  d e e r n e  love  of th e e ,  le m m a n ,  I s p i l le .  '
And h e e ld  h i r e  h a r d e  b y  th e  h au n ch eb o n es  . . . .

(A. 3272-79)

N ic h o la s  ta k e s  th is  d i r e c t  a p p r o a c h  in  the  f i r s t  p la c e  b e c a u s e  of h is  own 

c h a r a c t e r ;  b u t  a l s o  he  ta k e s  i t  b e c a u s e  he  h a s  u n d e r s to o d  A l is o n  a s  A bso lon  

h a s  n o t.

L ow es  o b s e r v e d  th a t  the  m a s t e r l y  d e s c r ip t i o n  of A l is o n

s ig n a l ly  d is p la y s  C h a u c e r ' s  p o w e r  of p o u r in g  new  l ife  in to  h a ck n ey ed  
m o u ld s .  The p o r t r a i t  r u n s  f a u l t l e s s ly  t r u e  in  i t s  m e th o d  to  the  s to c k  
co n v en tio n s  f o r  d e p ic t in g  fe m in in e  b eau ty  - -  th o se  c o n v en tio n s  w hich , 
w ith  d e v a s ta t in g  u n i fo r m i ty ,  l i s t  the l a d y 's  c h a r m s  in  s c o r e s  upon 
s c o r e s  of f o u r t e e n th - c e n tu r y  and  e a r l i e r  F r e n c h  p o e m s .  F o r e h e a d ,  
e y e s ,  n o s e ,  m o u th ,  ch in ,  th r o a t ,  and  on w ith o u t l e t  o r  h in d ra n c e  - -  
the  la d y  is  a n a to m iz e d  in  good s e t  s im i le s  a s  in e s c a p a b le  a s  d ea th . 
C h a u c e r  h a s  k e p t  the  m o u ld ,  and  th ro w n  to  th e  w in d s  the  s to c k  d e ta i l s
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th a t  f i l l  i t .  And h e  h a s  gone f o r  h is  s i m i l e s ,  no t to  the  bo o k s ,  b u t  
s t r a ig h t  to  th e  E n g l i s h  c o u n t ry s id e .  ^

T he f i r s t  s u r e  s ig n  th a t  th e  ta le  is  to be  an  a n t i - r o m a n c e  is  th is  ca ta lo g u e

d e s c r ip t i o n  of A liso n ,  and  th e r e  is  s t ro n g  i ro n y  im p l ic i t  in  C h a u c e r 's

h av ing  k e p t  the  f o r m  of the  c a ta lo g u e  w h ile  tak in g  h is  s im i le s  f r o m  " the

E n g l ish  c o u n t ry s id e .  "

A liso n  i s  n o t  on ly  co n n ec te d  w ith  the  c o u n try s id e ;  c a r e  is  a l s o  ta k e n

to co n n ec t  h e r  w ith  w h a t  i s  f r e s h  and young. She can  " sk ip p e  and m a k e

g a m e ,  " ju s t

As any  kyde  o r  ca lf  fo lw ynge  h is  d a m e .
(A. 3260)

She is  b e t t e r  to lo o k  a t  th a n  " the  new  p e r e - jo n e t t e  t r e e "  (A. 3248). She

is  c o m p a r e d  to  " a  jo ly  c o l t ,  " a  c o m p a r i s o n  to  be  p ic k ed  up ag a in  in  the

f i r s t  s ce n e  w ith  N ic h o la s .  The r e a d e r  ev en  g e ts  the  c o m p a r i s o n  of A l is o n

to  a  cag ed , young , w ild  a n im a l  in  the p a s s a g e  ju s t  b e fo re  the b eg inn ing

of h e r  c a ta lo g u e :

T h is  c a r p e n t e r  h ad d e  w edded  new e  a  wyf.
W hich th a t  h e  lo v e d e  m o o re  th an  h is  lyf;
Of e ig h te te e n e  y e e r  sh e  w as  of ag e .
J a lo u s  h e  w a s ,  and  h e e ld  h i r e  n a rw e  in  c ag e ,
F o r  sh e  w as  w ylde  and  yong, and  he  w as  o ld  . . . .

(A. 3221-25)

T he  end of the  d e s c r ip t i o n  s u m s  h e r  up  a s  am b ig u o u s  and  u n fo rm ed :

She w as  a  p r y m e r o l e ,  a  p ig g e sn y e .
F o r  any  lo r d  to  le g g e n  in  h is  b edde ,

^ L o w e s ,  pp. 2 1 8 - 1 9 .
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O r ye t fo r  any  good ye m a n  to w edde.
(A. 3268-70)

She is  a  c o u n try  g i r l ,  then , who, b e c a u s e  she  did no t w ed  h e r  "good 

y e m an ,  " is  r e a d y  fo r  the  d i r e c t ,  c o u n try  a p p ro a c h  of N ic h o la s ,  a s  B irn e y  

h a s  po in ted  out:

T r u e ,  she  is  the  w ife  of a  p r o s p e r in g  v i l la g e  c a r p e n te r ,  and  he is 
a  t r a d i t io n a l ly  su b tle  c l e r k  of O xford, bu t th ey  b o th  e m e r g e  a s  
e s s e n t i a l  c o u n try  ty p es  - - a t  l e a s t  a s  th e s e  w ould  be c o n ce iv ed  
by  the  g e n t i ls ,  f r o m  w hose  v iew poin t su ch  s o p h is t i c a te d  fab l ia u x  
as  th is  m u s t  be o b s e r v e d .  ^

T h e i r  f i r s t  e n c o u n te r  is  co m p le te ly  n a tu r a l :  h e  r e a c h e s  out fo r

w ha t he  w a n ts ,  and  she  s p r in g s  "as  a co lt  doo th  in  th e  t r a v e "  (A. 3282).

But she  is  no t to e s c a p e ,  fo r ,  a s  F a t h e r  B e ic h n e r  h a s  s a id .

Not only  is  N ic h o la s  a lw ay s  a t  hand  bu t h e  is  a l s o  'h e n d e '  in  the  s e n s e  
of ' r e a d y  o r  sk i lfu l  w ith  the  hand, d e x te r o u s .

N ich o las  is  bo th  n igh  and s ly ,  p ro v in g , s a y s  the  n a r r a t o r ,  the  t r u th

of the  p r o v e r b  tha t

'A lw ey the  nye  s ly e  
M ake th  the  f e r r e  le e v e  to be loo th . '

(A. 3392-93)

The s e c r e t ,  he  im p l ie s  is  in  bo th  the n ig h n e ss  and  th e  s ly n e s s .  N ich o las  

is  c lo se  a t  hand , and  he  a ls o  does  not m a k e  the  m is ta k e  of b e ing  a  

m oon ing , t im id ,  c o u r t ly  lo v e r .

A b so lo n 's  s ing ing  s e r v e s  only to a r o u s e  the  h u s b a n d ,  an  u n f o r 

g ivab le  b lu n d e r  in  the  p o p u la r  t ra d i t io n :

^B irn ey , p. 334.

2
B e i c h n e r ,  p. 125.
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'W hat! A liso n !  h e r e s to w  n a t  A bso lon ,
T h a t  ch au n te th  th u s  u n d e r  o u re  b o u r e s  w a l? "

(A. 3366-67)

N ic h o la s  h a s  a l r e a d y  s u c c e e d e d  w ith  A liso n ,  and  h e r  r e p ly  is  c o m ic  in

i ts  b r e v i ty  and  in  w h a t it  l e a v e s  u n sa id ;

' Y is ,  God w oot,  J o h n ,  I h e e r e  i t  e v e r y  d ee l .
(A. 3369)

A b so lo n 's  p e r f o r m a n c e  h e r e ,  to g e th e r  w ith  the  know ledge  by  th e  r e a d e r  of

w h a t h a s  a l r e a d y  t r a n s p i r e d  b e tw ee n  N ic h o la s  and  A liso n ,  s e r v e s  the

M i l l e r ' s  in te n t io n  of r id ic u l in g  c o u r t ly  lo v e .  L a t e r ,  th e  m i s p l a c e d  k i s s

d o es  the  s a m e .  If h is  a d h e r e n c e  to  the  c o u r t ly  code had  n o t  m a d e  h im

c o n ten t  to  beg  f o r  a  k i s s  b e fo re  b e in g  s e n t  aw ay , A b so lo n  w ould n e v e r

h a v e  n e ed e d  to  ru b  h i s  l ip s

W ith d u s t ,  w ith  sond , w ith  s t r a w ,  w ith  d o o th ,
w ith  ch ip p es  . . . .
(A. 3748)

T he  e s s e n c e  of the  M i l l e r ' s  s c o r n  of h im  and a l l  c o u r t ly  l o v e r s  is  pu t

in to  the  b le a t  w h ich  c o m e s  f r o m  h is  own m ou th :

'I  m o o rn e  a s  doo th  a  la m b  a f t e r  the  te te .  '
(A. 3704)

T h a t  N ic h o la s ,  h e  of th e  d i r e c t  m e th o d ,  is  ly in g  in  A l i s o n 's  b e d  a t  th a t  

m o m e n t  m a k e s  the  p i c tu r e  of A b so lo n ,  the  w o u ld -b e  c o u r t ly  l o v e r ,  even  

m o r e  b a th e t ic .

A ll th a t  r e m a in s  of a c t io n  is  f o r  the  two o th e r  m e n  in the  s to r y  

to ge t t h e i r  c o m e u p p a n c e .  If in  h is  a p p ro a c h  to  A l is o n  N ic h o la s  show ed 

h i s  d eb t  to  the  c o u n try ,  in  h is  m an ag in g  of the  a f f a i r  a f t e r w a r d  h e  show ed
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h im s e l f  a  "ful s u b t i le "  c le r k .  H is  dow nfa ll  is  th a t  h e  is  too  c l e v e r .  In 

m a n y  of the  o th e r  a n a lo g u e s ,  i t  is  the  w o m an  who is  b ra n d e d ,  bu t th is  

w ou ld  n o t  h a v e  su i te d  the  M i l l e r ' s  p u rp o s e  to sh o o t  b a r b s  in  s e v e r a l  

d i r e c t io n s .  A c le r k  can  be too c l e v e r  f o r  h i s  own good, and  though 

N ic h o la s 's  c l e v e r n e s s  s e r v e s  the  p u rp o s e  of the  p lo t ,  i t  w il l  n e v e r  do 

f o r  h i m  to  g e t  off c o m p le te ly ,  so  it is  he  and  no t A l is o n  who is  " s c a ld e d  

in  th e  to w te .  "

The old c a r p e n t e r  is  no t to go f r e e ,  e i th e r .  T he  R ee v e  h a s  

a l r e a d y  h e lp ed  to  id en tify  the  c a r p e n t e r  w ith  h im s e l f ,  and  w h e th e r  the 

r e s t  of the  c a s e  f i t s  o r  not, the  M i l l e r  h a s  a l r e a d y  p o in ted  out th a t  the 

c a r p e n t e r  h a s  v io la te d  n a t u r e 's  law  a g a in s t  the m a r r i a g e  of youth  and  

ag e :

B ut s i th  h e  w as  f a l le n  in  the  s n a r e .
He m o s te  e n d u re ,  a s  o o th e r  fo lk , h is  s n a r e .

(A. 3231-32)

In d eed , the  old c a r p e n te r  e n d u re s  p e r h a p s  the  w o r s t  of a l l .  He h a s

b r o k e n  h i s  a r m ,  h is  lo d g e r  h a s  s le p t  w ith  h is  w ife ,  and  the  two young

p e o p le  h a v e  m a d e  a  fool of h im  b e fo re  the n e ig h b o r s .

And l a s t  t h e r e  is  A liso n .  C o n ce rn in g  h e r ,  B i rn e y ,  fo llow ing

o t h e r s ,  p o in ts  out.

O nly  sh e  r e m a in s  u n s c a th e d  an d  e n t i r e ly  s u c c e s s f u l .  N a tu r e 's  
f e m a le !  n e i th e r  in h ib i ted  n o r  la ck in g  in p r im i t iv e  c au t io n .  ^

Good and  bad , C h a u c e r 's  w o m e n  a l l  end  up r e l a t iv e ly  s u c c e s s f u l  and  

^ B irn e y ,  p. 337.
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u nchanged . T r o i lu s  and A rc i te  m a y  d ie ,  bu t C r is e y d e  and E m ily  s u rv iv e  

to m a te  ag a in .  The c l e r k i s h  c l e v e r n e s s  of N ich o las  in the M i l l e r ' s  T a le  

and of A ley n  and  Jo h n  in  the  R e e v e 's  T a le  m ay  le a d  th e m  into u n p le a s a n t 

n e s s ,  b u t  the  n a tu r a l  c l e v e r n e s s  of M ay and  of the  w ife  in  the  S h ip m a n ' s 

T a le  s e r v e s  to  p r o te c t  th e m  f r o m  t r o u b le .  T h a r  h e r o e s  m a y  be  ed u ca te d ,  

o r  chan g ed , o r  ru in e d ,  bu t the w o m e n  a r e  r e la t iv e ly  c h a n g e le s s ,  f r o m  

A liso n  and  M ay to C o n s tan ce  and  G r i s e ld a .

C h a u c e r ' s  a r t  e n c o m p a s s e s  w o m e n  ra n g e d  b e tw een  the  l ig h t ly  w anton  

and the  s t e a d f a s t ly  v i r tu o u s .  One c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  w h ich  a l l  h av e  in  co m m o n , 

h o w e v e r ,  is  th a t  th e y  a r e  a l l  s t e a d i ly  th e m s e lv e s  f r o m  beg inn ing  to e n d 

ing. M a r y  M c C a r th y  h a s  sa id  of c o m ic  c h a r a c t e r s .

W hat w e re c o g n iz e  a s  r e a l i t y  in  th e s e  f ig u r e s  is  t h e i r  im p la c a b le  
r e s i s t a n c e  to change; th ey  a r e  w h a t  p e r d u r e s  o r  r e m a in s  - -  the 
m o n o l i th s  o r  p l in th s  of the w o r ld  . . . .

T he  c o m ic  e le m e n t  is  the  in c o r r ig i b l e  e le m e n t  in  e v e r y  h u m a n  
b e in g ;  th e  c a p a c i ty  to l e a r n ,  f r o m  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  in s t r u c t io n ,  i s  
w h a t  is  fo rb id d e n  to a l l  co m ic  c r e a t io n s  and to w h a t  is  co m ic  in  
you  an d  m e .  ^

T h is  f i r s t  p o in t  is  m o r e  i l lu m in a t in g  ab o u t  C h a u c e r 's  m e n  th an  h is  w om en . 

The h e r o in e s  of the  s e r io u s  t a l e s  - -  C o n s ta n c e ,  G r i s e ld a ,  P r u d e n c e ,

C e c i l ia  - -  a r e  a s  r e s i s t a n t  to  change  a s  th o se  in  the co m ic  ta l e s .  T h is  

fa c t  w il l  r e q u i r e  m o r e  d i s c u s s io n  l a t e r ,  b u t  fo r  now i t  m a y  b e  o b s e r v e d  

th a t  in  b o th  th e  f i r s t  s e r io u s  ta le  and  the  f i r s t  co m ic  one, the w o m an  

s e r v e s  b o th  a s  the  foca l po in t of the  a c t io n  and, of th e  th r e e  p r in c ip a l s ,  

a s  p e r h a p s  th e  one l e a s t  a f fe c te d  b y  i t .

^ M a ry  M cC a r th y ,  " C h a r a c t e r s  in  F ic t io n ,  " On the  C o n t r a r y , 
( F a r r a r ,  S t r a u s  and  Cudahy: N. Y. , 1961), pp. 288 -89 .
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C. The R e e v e 's  T a l e .

It m ig h t  s e e m  a t  f i r s t  g lance  th a t  w hen  the th i r d  ta le  of the  f i r s t  

day  i s  r e a c h e d ,  the  c o u r t ly  code h a s  b e e n  fo rg o t te n .  The v io le n t  r e a c t io n  

of the  R eev e  and h is  obv ious in ten tion  of g e t t in g  v e n g ean ce  on the  M i l le r  

s e r v e  to m ak e  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  and  c o u r t ly  love  s e e m  f a r  aw ay . T h a t  

n e i th e r  h a s  b e en  c o m p le te ly  fo rg o t te n ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  p a r t  of the  po in t of 

the  R e e v e 's  T a l e .

The m a in  in ten tio n ,  n e v e r th e l e s s ,  is  the  obv ious  one - -  v en g ea n c e  - 

and  i t  is  to th a t  th a t  m o s t  of the ta le  is  a d d r e s s e d .  The R ee v e  h a s  a l r e a d y  

c a l le d  a t te n t io n  to  the r e le v a n c e  of the  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  to h i m s e l f  b e fo re  

i t  w as  b egun . As soon  a s  the  M i l le r  anno u n ced  the  im p o r t  of h is  ta le ,  

the  R eev e  o b jec ted .  T h a t  he  w as f o r m e r l y  a  c a r p e n t e r  is  a  f a c t  w h ich  

m ig h t  w e ll  h av e  b e e n  fo rg o t te n  had  he no t sp o k en  up. By the  end of the 

t a le ,  h is  a n g e r  is  co n ta in ed .  W ith ty p ic a l  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t ,  th e  p o e t  s a y s  

of h im .

By c a u se  he w as  of c a r p e n te r i s  c r a f t ,
A l i t e l  i r e  is  in  h is  h e r t e  y la f t ;
He gan to g ru c c h e ,  and  b la m e d  i t  a  l i te .

(A. 3861-63)

H is a n g e r  is  no t enough to  o v e r b e a r  h is  d i s c r e t io n ,  h o w e v e r .

1 2 W h eth e r  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  h e  is  old, o r  a  co n g en i ta l  co w ard ,  h i s  sw o rd  is

^See F o r e h a n d  B ro o k s ,  "O ld Age and C h a u c e r 's  R e e v e ,  " P M L A ,
V .  69 (1954), pp. 984-89 . 

2
See W a l te r  C lyde C u r ry ,  " C h a u c e r 's  R eeve  and M i l l e r ,  " P M L A ,

V .  35 (1920), pp. 189-209.
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now r u s ty  in i t s  sh e a th .  He g ro u c h e s  th a t  h e  could  g e t  v e n g e a n c e  w ith  a

s t o r y  of a  duped  m i l l e r  if he  c a r e d  to  " sp e k e  of r ib au d y e .  " T h e n  h is  tone

ch an g es  to  one of s e l f -p i ty ;

But ik  a m  oo ld , m e  l i s t  not p le y  f o r  ag e ;
G ra s  ty m e  is  doon, m y  fo d d e r  i s  now fo r a g e  . . . .

(A. 3867-68)

T he s p e e c h  w h ic h  fo llow s is  a  c u r io u s  c o m b in a t io n  of s e l f - p i ty  f o r  hav ing

a g ed ,  p r id e  in  s t i l l  hav ing  "a  c o l te s  to o th ,  " and  m o r a l iz in g .  F in a l ly  the

H o st  s to p s  h i m  ro u g h ly .

T he  u rg in g  of the  H ost s e e m s  to  r e n e w  the  con fidence  of th e  R eev e

and  h e  s a y s  th a t  he  in ten d s  "w ith  f o r c e  f o r c e  o f - sh o w v e " :

'T h is  d ro n k e  M ille  r e  h a th  y too ld  
How th a t  b ig y le d  w as  a  c a r p e n t e e r ,
P e r a v e n t u r e  in  s c o r n ,  f o r  I a m  oon.
A nd, b y  y o u re  le v e ,  I s h a l  h y m  q u ite  anoon ;
R igh t in  h i s  c h e r l e s  t e r m e s  w ol I sp e k e .
I p r a y  to  God h i s  nekke  m o te  t o - b r e k e ;
He k a n  w e l  in  m y n  eye s e e n  a s ta  Ike ,
But in  h i s  ow ene he  k an  n a t  s e e n  a  b a lk e .  '

(A. 3913-20)

A s w e h a v e  s e e n ,  the R eev e  i s  th e  one who h a s  c a l le d  a t te n t io n  to  

h is  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the  p re c e d in g  t a l e .  H is  p r id e  h a s  d r iv e n  th e  R ee v e  to 

i n a d v e r te n t ly  h e lp  the  M il le r  give h im  a n  im a g e  a s  a  fo o l ish ,  o ld  cucko ld . 

H is  v e n g e a n c e  is  to  tak e  the  f o r m  of a  t a l e  in  w hich  p r id e  l e a d s  to  the  

" b le ry n g  of a  p ro u d  m il le  r e s  ye. " T he  t a l e  w h ich  fo llow s w i l l  show  the  

m i l l e r  th e  p o s s e s s o r  of fo u r  " g le e d e s "  w h ic h  the  R eeve  s a y s  o ld  m e n  

h av e  - —

A v aun tyng , l iyng , a n g e r ,  c o v e i t i s e
(A. 3884)
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a l l  f a u l t s  of w h ich  the  R eev e  h im s e l f  s tan d s  co n v ic ted  in g r e a t e s t  m e a s u r e .

In r e a c t in g  a g a in s t  the  M i l l e r ,  h is  a im  m i s f i r e s  enough to m a k e  h im  the  

r e a l  v ic t im .

The two c le r k s  in  th is  ta le  sp ea k  in  a N o r th e r n  d ia le c t  and  a t te n d  

C a m b r id g e ,  in c o n t r a s t  to  the  M i l l e r ' s  two O xfo rd  c l e r k s .  It m a y  be  th a t  

in th is  co n ten t io n  b e tw e e n  the  M i l l e r  and R ee v e  l i e s  so m e  r e g io n a l  p re ju d ic e  

a s  w e ll  a s  t h e i r  n a tu r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i l l - f e e l in g .  C e r ta in ly  the  R ee v e  h i m 

s e l f  is  f r o m  N o rfo lk  and  u s e s  the  N o r th e r n  f o r m  of the  f i r s t - p e r s o n a l  

p ro n o u n ,  " ik . "

As the  M i l l e r ' s  m a in  in te n t io n  w as  to  r e p ly  to the  K nigh t ( c o n t r a r y  

to w h a t  the  R eeve  th in k s ) ,  h e  b e g an  h is  t a le  w ith  a  p ic tu r e  of h en d e  N ic h o la s .  

If h i s  t a r g e t  h ad  b e en  th e  R eev e  - - i n  m o r e  th a n  an  offhand w ay  - - h e  

w ould  s u r e l y  h av e  found t im e  to p a in t  a p i c tu r e  of the  old c a r p e n t e r  w hich  

w ould  h av e  m a d e  th is  c l e a r .  As h a s  b e en  n o ted ,  t im e  w as  t a k e n  f o r  th r e e  

r a t h e r  long  d e s c r ip t i o n s .  T h e  t h r e e  c h o sen ,  h o w e v e r ,  show w h a t  h e  is  

do ing  - -  s u b s t i tu t in g  f o r  the  K n ig h t 's  l o v e - t r i a n g le  a  t r i o  of h i s  own.

B e c a u s e  the  R e e v e 's  m a in  t a r g e t  is  not the  ta l e  b u t  the  t e l l e r ,  he  b e g in s  

w ith  a  long  p o r t r a i t  of Sym kyn, h is  v e r s io n  of the  M il le r .  T he  two o th e r  

f o r m a l  d e s c r ip t i o n s  in  the  ta le  a r e  no t of the  c l e r k s  bu t of S y m k y n 's  w ife 

an d  d a u g h te r .

O sw a ld  the  R e e v e  h a s  s a id  th a t  h e  w il l  show  a p ro u d  m i l l e r  g e t t in g  

h i s  c o m eu p p a n c e ,  and  i t  is  p r id e  w hich  he  e m p h a s iz e s  in  the  p o r t r a i t s  of 

bo th  Sym kyn and  h is  w ife . T h is  p r id e  is  the  m e a n s  of m u c h  of th e  co m ed y  

in th o s e  d e s c r ip t i o n s :
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A s any  p e co k  he w as  p ro u d  and  gay.
(A. 3926)

A wyf h e  h ad d e , y e o m e n  of noble  kyn;
T h e  p e r s o n  of the  toun h i r  f a d e r  w as .

(A. 3942-43)

And eek , fo r  she  w as  s o m e e l  s m o te r l i c h ,
She w as  a s  d igne a s  w a t e r  in  a  d ich,
And ful of h o k e r  and  of b is  e rne re .
H i r  though te  th a t  a  la d y  sh o ld e  h i r e  s p a r e ,
W hat f o r  h i r e  k y n re d e  and  h i r  n o r t e l r i e  
T h a t  sh e  hadde  l e r n e d  in  the  n o n n e r ie .

(A. 3963-68)

T h e r e  i s  no ev id en c e  in  any  of the  an a lo g u es  of th is  s a m e  t r a i t  of p r id e

in  m i l l e r  and  w ife . It s e e m s  to be C h a u c e r 's  a d d i t io n ,  and  it  s e r v e s

two p u r p o s e s :  f i r s t ,  it  a l lo w s  the  R eeve to s t r i k e  a t  the  M i l le r  th ro u g h

th e  c o m ic  d e s c r ip t io n  of S ym kyn; and seco n d , i t  h e ig h te n s  the e ffec t  of

the e v e n tu a l  re v e n g e  of the  two c le r k s .  In fa c t ,  th e  fa l l  of S y m k y n 's

p r id e  is  fo re s h a d o w e d  by  and m o t iv a te d  by  th a t  of the  two c l e r k s .

L ik e  the  two young k n ig h ts  of the  f i r s t  t a l e ,  the  two c le r k s  a r e

d e s c r ib e d  q u ick ly  and  c o n v en tio n a lly ,  l i t t l e  m o r e  than  one l ine  su ff ic ing :

T e s t i f  th e y  w e r e ,  and  lu s ty  fo r  to p leye . . . .
(A. 4004)

With t h e i r  N o r th e r n  d ia l e c t ,  th is  is  p r e t ty  m u ch  the  s u m  of w hat we

know ab o u t th e m  by  the end  of the  ta le .  By im p l ic a t io n  bo th  p o s s e s s  the

s e x u a l  a n im a l i ty  of h ende  N ic h o la s ,  and  th e i r  a p p ro a c h ,  l ike  h i s ,  i s

the  d i r e c t  one . T h is  f a c e t  of t h e i r  n a tu r e  c o m e s  out a t  n igh t,  and  is

s t r ik in g ly  fo re sh a d o w e d  d u r in g  the  day, w hen  S ym kyn  lo o s e s  th e i r  h o r s e :

And w hen  the h o r s  w as  la u s ,  he  gynneth  gon 
T o w a rd  the  fen , t h e r  w ild e  m a r e s  re n n e .
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And fo r th  w ith  'w eh e e ,  ' th u rg h  th ikke  and  th u rg h  thenne .
(A. 4064-66)

A lthough, a s  A leyn  s a y s ,  th ey  a r e  en ti t le d  to " s o m  e s e m e n t ” f o r  the  

in ju s t ic e  th ey  have  s u f fe re d ,  the  fa c t  th a t  th e y  choose  s e x  a s  t h e i r  i n s t r u 

m e n t  of " e s e m e n t "  pu ts  th e m  on the  le v e l  of the  h o r s e  and m a r e s .  The 

re s p o n s e  of M alyn  to  A le y n 's  a d v an c e s  pu ts  h e r  th e r e  l ik e w is e ;  and 

w ith  th a t  r e s p o n s e ,  the m i l l e r ' s  s o c ia l  p r e te n s io n s  fa l l  in ru in s .

T h e s e  p r e te n s io n s  h ave  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e s ta b l i s h e d  in the  d e s c r ip t io n s  

of Sym kyn and h is  w ife , and  th ey  a r e  bo th  e m p h a s iz e d  and  r id ic u le d  in 

the  e ch o e s  in the ta le  of th e  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n .  The b ab y  of the  h o u s e 

ho lds  is a  " p r o p r e  p a g e " ;  the  d a u g h te r  is  lo v e ly ,  w ith  the  g r e y  ey es  

and b e a u t i fu l  h a i r  of a  s t a n d a r d  h e ro in e .  She is  an  h e i r e s s ,  no l e s s ,  

and  d e s t in e d  fo r  a  g r e a t  m a r r i a g e  by h e r  g r a n d f a th e r ,  the  tow n p a r s o n :

F o r  hoo ly  c h i r c h e s  good m o o t b e e n  d e sp en d ed  
On h o o ly  c h i r c h e s  b lood , th a t  is  d e sc e n d e d .

(A. 3983-84)

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  f r o m  h e r  s o c ia l ly  i n f e r i o r  f a th e r  she h a s  in h e r i t e d  a  

" c a m u s "  n o s e ,  a  m a r k  of o th e r  w ays she  f a i l s  of the id e a l .

Though th e r e  is  p a ro d y  of the c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  in  the  R e e v e 's  

T a l e , i ts  fu n c tio n  is  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th a t  in the  M i l l e r ' s  T a l e . In th a t  

ta le  the  r id ic u le  of the c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  w as an  end in  i t s e l f ;  the  M il le r  

' had  d e c id e d  to " q u i te "  th e  K n ig h t 's  T a le  by  r id ic u l in g  c e r t a in  of the 

c o u r t ly  v a lu es  in  i t .  In the  R e e v e 's  T a l e , on the  o th e r  hand , r id ic u le  

of the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  is  qu ite  s u b s id ia ry .  P a r o d y  of th a t  t r a d i t io n  is  

b ro u g h t  in to  e m p h a s iz e  the gap b e tw een  the  p re te n s io n s  of the  m i l l e r
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to h ig h  s o c ia l  s ta tu s  an d  the  r e a l i t y  of w ha t he  and  h is  f a m i ly  r e a l l y  a r e .  

T he  m a k in g  of the  w ife  th e  i l l e g i t im a te  d a u g h te r  of th e  tow n p a r s o n ,  t o 

g e th e r  w ith  h e r  a b s u r d  p r e te n s io n s  b e c a u s e  of " h i r e  k y n re d e  and h i r  

n o r t e l r i e "  have  a l r e a d y  s e r v e d  th is  p u rp o s e  in  the  opening d e s c r ip t i o n s .  

The v a r io u s  e ch o es  w h ic h  the  a u d ie n c e  is  to h e a r  in  the  n ig h t - s c e n e  to 

fo llow  a l s o  s e r v e  to  g lo s s  the  r e a l  by  m e a n s  of the  id e a l .

A p p r o p r ia te ly ,  th e  even ing  b e g in s  w ith  a  s e r v i c e  (of a  so r t )  - - a  

c o m p ly n , an  e v e n in g - so n g .

T h is  m i l l e r  h a th  so  w is e ly  b ib b ed  a le  
T h a t  a s  a n  h o r s  h e  fn o r te th  in  h i s  s le e p .
Ne of h is  ta y l  b ih y n d e  he  took  no k e ep .
H is  wyf b a r  h y m  a  b u rd o n ,  a  fu l  s t ro n g ;
M en  m y g h te  h i r  ro w ty n g  he e r e  tw o fu r lo n g ;
T he w enche  r o w te th  eek , p a r  c o m p a ig n y e .

A leyn  the  c l e r k ,  th a t  h e rd e  th is  m e lo d y e .
He poked  Jo h n , and  s ey d e ,  'S le p e s to w ?
H e rd e  s tow  e v e r e  s ly k  a  sang  e r  n o w ?
Lo, sw ilk  a  c o m p ly n  is  y m e l  h e m  a l le ,
A w ild e  f y r  upon t h e i r  bodyes  fa l le !

(A. 4162-72)

1 Î  the  u n d e rc u t t in g  of S ym kyn  and  f a m i ly  w e r e  not w e l l  u n d e rw ay ,  su ch  

a  p a s s a g e  w ould b e  b lo w  enough to t h e i r  p r e t e n s io n s .

W hen M alyn  is  sp o k en  of in th is  t a le ,  sh e  is  c a l le d  a  "w enche . " 

A lth o u g h  R o b in so n  d o e s  no t s e e  f it  to  g lo s s  the  w o rd ,  S k e a t  g lo s s e s  i t  

a s  fo llow s  : "w ench , g i r l ,  (usually) l ig h t  o r  w an ton  g i r l  o r  w om an . . . . "^ 

T h is  l a s t  s e e m s  to  b e  C h a u c e r 's  u s e  of the  w o rd ;  c e r t a in l y  th is  i s  the

^W a lte r  W. S k e a t ,  ed. , T he  C o m p le te  W o rk s  of G e o ff re y  C h a u c e r , 
(O xford  a t  the  C la re n d o n  P r e s s :  s ec o n d  ed it io n , 1899), VI, p . 287.
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m e an in g  in  the F r i a r ' s  T a le  (D. 1355-62) , in  the  M a n c ip le 's  T a le  (H. 215),

and  in  the M e r c h a n t 's  T a l e , w hen M ay  d e c l a r e s  s tou tly ,

I a m  a g en ti l  w o m m a n  and  no w en ch e .
(E. 2202}

T h a t  the  R eeve  is  u s in g  the  w o rd  in  th is  w ay  of M alyn, he  soon  p ro c e e d s

to  in d ic a te .  F o r  a l l  h e r  h igh  d e s c e n t  and  n u r tu r e ,  M alyn  re s p o n d s  a t

l e a s t  a s  r e a d i ly  a s  A l is o n  did in h e r  t a l e ,  w hen  A leyn  c r e e p s  in to  h e r  bed :

T h is  w enche  la y  u p r ig h te ,  and f a s t e  s le p te .
T i l  h e  so ny  w a s ,  e r  she  m y g h te  e s p ie .
T h a t  it  had  b e e n  to  l a te  fo r  to c r i e .
And s h o r t ly  f o r  to  seyn , th ey  w e r e  a to n .

(A. 4194-97)

T he  u n w a r in e s s  of th e  w ife  s a v e s  h e r  f r o m  the  s a m e  c h a r g e  of l ig h tn e s s .

J u s t  b e fo re  daw n, A leyn  s p e a k s  to  M alyn  in  a  p a ro d y  of the  a u b e ,

o r  d aw n -so n g . T h is  is  a  f o r m  w h ich  r e c e i v e s  i t s  h ig h e s t  e x p r e s s io n  in

B ook III of T r o i lu s  and  C r is e y d e  (1415-1533 , 1695-1712). In the  R e e v e 's

T a le ,  the  n a tu re  of the  love  scen e  w h ich  h a s  p re c e d e d  i t  m a k e s  i t  not

ro m a n t i c  bu t b a th e t ic :

A leyn  w ax  w e r y  in  the  daw enynge ,
F o r  he had  sw o n k en  a l  the  longe  nygh t.
And sey d e ,  'F a r e  we e l ,  M alyne , s w e e te  wight!
The day  i s  c o m e ,  I m a y  no l e n g e r  b yde ;
But e v e r e m o ,  w h e r  so I go o r  ry d e ,
I is  thyn aw en  c l e r k ,  sw a  h ave  I s e e l !  '

(A. 4234-39)

M a ly n 's  re p ly  is  l ik e w is e  a  p a ro d y  of th e  t r a d i t io n a l  s c e n e  in  w hich  the  lad y  

w e e p s  th a t  h e r  lo v e r  m u s t  le a v e  and  g iv es  h im  a  fa v o r  to  w e a r  in  r e m e m 

b r a n c e  of h e r  :
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'Now, d e e r e  le m m a n ,  ' quod sh e ,  'g o ,  f a r  w eel!
But e r  thow go, o thyng  I wol th ee  t e l l e :
W han th a t  thou w e n d e s t  h o m w a rd  by  the  m e l le .
R igh t a t  the e n t r e e  of th e  d o re  b ihynde  
T h o u  s h a l t  a  cake  of h a l f  a  b u s s h e l  fynde 
T h a t  w as  y m ak e  d of thyn  owene m e le .
W hich th a t  I h e e lp  m y  s i r e  fo r  to s te l e .
A nd, goode le m m a n ,  God th ee  sav e  and  kepe  ! '
And w ith  th a t  w o rd  a lm o s t  she  gan  to  w epe .

(A. 4240-48)

Not th e  l e a s t  of the co m ed y  in  th is  re p ly  i s  th a t ,  un like  the  u s u a l  p a r t in g  

gift  of a  r o s e  o r  a  k e r c h ie f ,  M a ly n 's  g ift to  A leyn  is  "a  cake  of h a lf  a  

b u s s h e l .  "

A ll  th a t  is  l e f t  is  f o r  Sym kyn to  r e c e iv e  the  two c ro w n in g  b low s --

the  l a s t  one l i t e r a l l y .  The f i r s t  is  a  b low  to h is  p r id e  of f a m i ly  and  the

k e y  to i t  is  to be found in  th e  w o rd  " d i s p a r a g e " :

'Who d o r s te  be so  b o o ld  to d i s p a r a g e  
My d o g h te r ,  th a t  i s  co m e  of sw ich  ly n g ag e  ? '

(A. 4271-72 )

M u sc a t in e  po in ts  co n v in c in g ly  to the  f o r c e  of th is  w o rd :

To t r a n s l a t e  " d i s p a r a g e "  s im p ly  a s  'd i s h o n o r '  o r  ' d i s c r e d i t '  is  to 
m i s s  the poin t. In c o n tex t  the w o rd  h a s  c l e a r ly  a  s t ro n g  f la v o r  
of the  o ld e r  m e a n in g ,  " to  m a tc h  u n e q u a l ly ;  to d e g ra d e  o r  d ish o n o r  
by  m a r r y in g  to one of in f e r io r  ra n k .  " T he  m i l l e r  is  c h a g r in e d ,  
no t  a t  w hat h a s  b e e n  done to  h is  d a u g h te r ,  b u t  th a t  it h a s  b e e n  done 
b y  so m eo n e  of lo w e r  c l a s s .  ^

T h a t  i t  i s  a  s to r y  to  be n o is e d  about h a s  b e e n  co n v in c in g ly  d e m o n s t r a t e d

to  S ym kyn  by  the  m a n n e r  in  w hich  he l e a r n s  of h is  d a u g h te r 's  a d v en tu re .

A le y n  i s  no ro m a n t ic  lo v e r ,  d e te r m in e d  to  p r o t e c t  h i s  l a d y 's  good

^ C h a r le s  M u s c a t in e ,  C h a u c e r  and  the  F r e n c h  T r a d i t i o n , (U n iv e r
s i ty  of C a l i fo rn ia  P r e s s  : 1957), p. 207.
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n a m e ,  a s  he  d e m o n s t r a t e s  in h is  f i r s t  w o rd s  to  Sym kyn, w hom  h e  m i s 

ta k es  f o r  Jo h n :

He sey d e ,  "T hou  Jo h n ,  thou  s w y n e s -h e e d ,  aw ak.
F o r  C r i s t e s  s a u le ,  and  h e e r  a  nob le  g a m e .
F o r  by  th a t  lo r d  th a t  c a l le d  is s e in t  J a m e ,
As I h av e  th r i e s  in  th is  s h o r te  nyght
Swyved the m i l l e r e s  d o g h te r  b o lt  u p r ig h t .  . . .

(A. 4262-66)

The f in a l  b low  is  to h is  p e r s o n a l  p r id e .  The two m a in  p o in ts  abou t Symkyn

a r e  h is  p r id e  in  h is  f a m ily  and  in  h is  p h y s ic a l  p ro w e s s .  T he  f i r s t  is

s h a t t e r e d  b y  A leyn; h is  own w ife  in a d v e r te n t ly  h e lp s  to  s h a t t e r  the  second

w hen sh e  s m i te s  h im  "on the  py led  s k u l le .  " T h a t  the  c l e r k s  f in ish  the

job is  u t t e r  h u m il ia t io n  to  one who h a s  fe l t  su ch  u t t e r  c o n te m p t  f o r  a ll

t h e i r  b r e e d :

'Y et k an  a m i l le  r e  m a k e  a  c le r k e s  b e r d .
F o r  a l  h is  a r t .  . . . '

(A. 4096-97)

T r u e  to h is  h a b i t  of m o r a l iz in g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  co n so n a n t  w ith  the 

p a ro d y  e l s e w h e re  in  the  t a l e ,  the  R eeve  ends  the  ta le  w ith  a  f o r m a l  e p i 

logue su c h  a s  m ig h t  be  found in  e i th e r  a  r e l ig io u s  o r  a  c o u r t ly  p o em . In 

i t  he  s u m s  up the o u tco m e  and d ra w s  a  m o r a l :

Lo, sw ich  i t  is  a  m i l le  r e  to  be fa is !
And th e r f o r e  th is  p r o v e r b e  is  seyd  fu l soo th ,
"H ym  t h a r  n a t  w ene w e l th a t  yve le  doo th" ;
A g y lo u r  sh a l  h y m s e l f  b ig y led  be .

(A. 4318 -21 )

W ith  th is  ta le  we a r e  f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the  s p i r i t  of th e  K n ig h t 's  

T a l e , bu t no t so  f a r  f r o m  i ts  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  a s  we m ig h t  h a v e  thought.

A ll th r e e  t a l e s  d e a l  in  t h e i r  own w ays w ith  the  "w om an  q u es t io n ,  " and a l l
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th r e e  tak e  co g n izan ce  of the  p h en o m en o n  c a l le d  c o u r t ly  love . It is  a 

code w h ich  C h a u c e r  n e i t h e r  w h o lly  a c c e p ts  n o r  w h o lly  r e j e c t s .  E x c e p t  

f o r  T r o i lu s  and  C r i s e y d e , C h a u c e r ' s  c o u r t ly  lo v e r s  have  m u c h  m o r e  

to  do w ith  m a r r i a g e  th a n  o th e r  h e r o e s  and  h e r o in e s  in  the  t r a d i t io n :  

the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  ends  in  m a r r i a g e ,  the  Wife of B a th 's  T a le  h a s  a  m a r 

r ia g e  in  the  m id d le  of i t ,  and  the  F r a n k l i n 's  T a le  is  w ho lly  c o n c e rn e d  

w ith  a  m a r r i a g e ' s  s u rv iv in g  a  g r e a t  t e s t .  A ga in  w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  of 

T r o i lu s  and C r i s e y d e , i t  i s  in  the  com ic  t a l e s  th a t  C h a u c e r  r e p r e s e n t s  

a d u l t e r y  - -  the  M i l l e r ' s  T a l e , the  R e e v e 's  T a l e , the  S h ip m a n 's  T a l e , 

the  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le .  T h a t  C h a u c e r  w as  n o t u n touched  by  the  b e a u t i e s  

p o s s ib le  to the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t i o n  he p ro v e s  in  the  h ig h e s t  f l ig h ts  of T r o i lu s  

and  C r i s e y d e  and the K n ig h t 's  T a l e . T h a t  h e  sa w  the  g r e a t ,  e v en  co m ic  

f law s in th a t  s a m e  t r a d i t io n ,  h e  show s v iv id ly  in  the  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  and 

the  R e e v e 's  T a le .



C H A P T E R  XIII 

M ARRIA G E AND T H E  SH IPM A N 'S  T A L E

The c a u s e s  w h ich  b ro u g h t  ab o u t m o n a s t i c i s m  p r e v e n te d  the  r e c o g 
n i t io n  of the  a b s o lu te  h o l in e s s  of m a r r i a g e  w ith in  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
c o m m u n i t ie s  . . . .  So m a r r i a g e  f e l l  b e lo w  the  d e m a n d s  of C h r i s t i a n  
i d e a l i s m ;  i t  w a s  n o t  r a i s e d  to  t h e i r  le v e l ,  b u t  w a s  d e f in i te ly  n u m 
b e r e d  w ith  th o s e  th in g s  w h ich  m ig h t  be  to le r a te d  b u t  cou ld  no t be 
a d m i r e d .  A b so lu te  h o l in e s s  l a y  o n ly  in  v i rg in i ty .  T h is  w as  the  
m o n a s t i c  o u tc o m e .  ^

T he  p i l g r im s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a f fe c te d  by  a  v a r i e t y  of d e s t r u c t iv e  
and  r e s t o r a t i v e  k in d s  of love . T h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  and  m o v e m e n t  can  
b e  fu l ly  d e s c r ib e d  on ly  a s  m ix tu r e s  of the  lo v es  th a t  d r iv e  and  goad 
and  of the  love  th a t  c a l l s  and  s u m m o n s .  ^

In C h a p te r  VI w e s a w  the  o f f ic ia l  a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd  m a r r i a g e  and 

v i r g i n i ty  a s  th e y  w e r e  d e v e lo p e d  an d  expounded  f r o m  P a u l  th ro u g h  the 

y e a r s  to  A q u in a s .  F o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  t h e s e  a t t i tu d e s  a r e  w e l l  s u m m e d  up 

in  th e  r e a d in g  g iven  to the  p a ra b le  of th e  s e e d s ,  s o m e  of w h ich  p ro d u c e d  

th i r t y - f o ld ,  s o m e  s ix ty - fo ld ,  and  s o m e  a  h u n d re d - fo ld .  F r o m  the  t im e  

b e f o r e  A u g u s t in e  and  J e r o m e  th ro u g h o u t  th e  M iddle  A g e s ,  w r i t e r s  on

^H e n ry  O. T a y lo r ,  The C la s s i c a l  H e r i t a g e  of th e  M idd le  A ges 
(C o lu m b ia  Univ. , 1903), p . 193.

^ A r th u r  W. H o ffm an , " C h a u c e r 's  P r o lo g u e  to  P i l g r i m a g e :  the  
Two V o ic e s ,  " E L H , v. 21 (1954), p. 16.
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m a r r i a g e  and v i r g in i ty  ex p la in ed  th is  p a r a b l e  in the  s a m e  w ay: m a r r i a g e  

i s  th e  s e e d  w h ich  p ro d u c e s  th i r ty - f o ld ,  c h a s te  w idowhood th e  s e e d  w hich  

p ro d u c e s  s ix ty - fo ld ,  and  v i rg in i ty  the  s e e d  w hich  p ro d u c e s  a  h u n d r e d 

fo ld . C h a u c e r  a l lu d e s  to th is  t r a d i t io n a l  r e a d in g  of the  p a r a b l e  in  the 

P a r s o n ' s  T a le  (I. 868 -69 ) .

He a lso  a l lu d e s  to the  a t t i tu d e  im p l ie d  in th is  re a d in g  in the  Wife 

of B a th 's  P ro lo g u e  w hen  he  h a s  h e r  s a y  th a t  v i rg in i ty  is  " g r e e t  p e r f e c c io n "  

and  an  id e a l  f o r  th o se  who "wolde lyve  p a r f i t l y .  " In f a c t ,  in  v iew  of the 

th e o r y  of a  " m a r r i a g e  g ro u p "  in  the C a n t e r b u r y  T a le s  in  w h ic h  th e  Wife 

of B ath  is  the c e n t r a l  f ig u r e ,  one m ig h t  e a s i ly  s t a r t  a  d is c u s s io n  of C h au 

c e r  and  m a r r i a g e  w ith  h e r  P ro lo g u e  an d  T a l e . T h e re  i s  r e a s o n ,  h o w ev er ,  

f o r  p r e f e r r i n g  o th e r  t a l e s .  In the  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e  d e a ls  

w ith  a  g r e a t  d e a l  b e s id e s  the  q u es t io n  of c h a s t i ty ,  e i t h e r  in  o r  out of m a r 

r ia g e .  A lthough  sh e  sp e n d s  so m e  163 l in e s  a t  the  beg in n in g  of h e r  p ro lo g u e  

on the  s u b je c t  of m a r r i a g e ,  r e m a r r i a g e  and  v i rg in i ty ,  the r e s t  of h e r  

p ro lo g u e  and  h e r  ta le  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  h e r  m a r i t a l  a d v e n tu r e s  and 

h e r  th e o r i e s  abou t " s o v e r e y n te e "  in  m a r r i a g e ,  w h ich  sh e  c la im s  w om en  

d e s i r e  m o s t  of a l l .  T he  ta le  w hich  w a s  o r ig in a l ly  in ten d ed  f o r  h e r ,  the 

S h ip m a n 's  T a le ,  s e e m s  m o r e  re w a r d in g  a s  a  su b je c t  f o r  e x ten d ed  s tudy  

in  th is  c h a p te r ,  a s  b e in g  an  e x te n s io n  of th e  v iew s e x p r e s s e d  and  im p lied  

in  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  of h e r  p ro lo g u e .

B e fo re  b e g in n in g  on th a t  ta le ,  h o w e v e r ,  we m a y  tu r n  to  two o th e r  

t a l e s  in  w hich  C h a u c e r  e x p r e s s e s  the o f f ic ia l  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  m a r r i a g e
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and  v i r g in i ty ,  the Second N u n 's  T a le  of St. C e c i l ia  a n d  the  P a r s o n ' s  T a l e .

B e c a u se  the  l a t t e r  is  an  e x p o s i t io n  of the c e n t r a l  t e n e t s  of o rthodoxy , a

s h o r t  d i s c u s s io n  of it sh o u ld  s e r v e  a s  a  good in t r o d u c t io n  to C h a u c e r 's

r e la t io n  to the su b jec t .

The t r a d i t io n a l  d ic h o to m y  of s p i r i tu a l  and  e a r th ly  love  is  e x p r e s s e d

e a r ly  by  the  P a r s o n .  In h e l l ,  h e  s a y s ,

the  lovynge c h i ld re n ,  th a t  w h ilo m  lo v ed en  so  f l e s s h ly  e v e r ic h  o o th e r ,  
w o ld en  e v e r ic h  of h e m  e te n  o o th e r  if th ey  m y g h te .  /  F o r  how sho lden  
th e y  love  h e m  to g id re  in  the  peyne of h e l le ,  w h an  th e y  h a te d  e v e r ic h  
of h e m  o o th e r  in  the  p r o s e r i t e e  of th is  ly f?  F o r  t r u s t e  w e l,  h i r  
f l e s s h ly  love w as  d e ed ly  h a te  . . . .

(I. 202-3)

T h is  i s  in  line  w ith  t r a d i t io n a l  w r i t in g  on the  su b je c t ,  a s  in d eed  is  the

whole  of the  P a r s o n ' s  T a l e , w h ich  h a s  b e e n  c a l le d  b o th  a  " s e r m o n " ^

2
and a  m a n u a l  of r e l ig io u s  in s t ru c t io n .

In r e p ly  to the  f i r s t  of th e s e  su g g e s te d  d e s c r ip t i o n s ,  P f a n d e r ,

in  an  im p o r ta n t  a r t i c l e  s e t t in g  f o r th  the  sec o n d ,  o b s e r v e s :

A lthough  it  con ta in s  s o m e  of the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the  s e r m o n ,  
s u c h  a s  T ex t  and  P r o th e m e ,  i t  la c k s  the  S a lu ta t io n ,  the  R ec i ta t io n ,  
the  B en ed ic t io n .  T r e a t i s e s ,  no t s e r m o n s ,  open ing  w ith  a  T ex t a r e  
a s  o ld  a s  the  d ay s  of St. A u g u st in e .  ^

^Coolidge O tis  C h ap m an , "T he  P a r s o n ' s  T a l e : A M e d i 
a e v a l  S e rm o n ,  " M LN , v . 43 (1928), pp. 2 2 9 -34 .

2
H. G. P f a n d e r ,  "Som e M ed ieva l M an u a ls  o f  R e l ig io u s  I n 

s t r u c t io n  in  E n g land  and  O b s e rv a t io n s  on C h a u c e r 's  P a r s o n ' s  T a le ,  " 
J E G P , V .  35 (1936), p p .  2 4 3 -5 8 .

^Ibid. , p. 254n.
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P f a n d e r ' s  a p p ro a c h  s e e m s  d o s e r  to the  t r u th ,  bo th  a s  to f e a tu r e s  found 

in  the  T a le  an d  a s  i t  c o r r e s p o n d s  w ith  the  a n a lo g u e s  w h ich  have  b een  

d i s c o v e r e d .

P f a n d e r  s t a r t s  by  p o in tin g  out the  la te  o r ig in  of " th e  m e d ie v a l

m a n u a l ,  " b e g in n in g  w ith  the  F o u r th  L a te  r a n  C ouncil:

T he  d e c r e e s  of the F o u r t h  L a te  r a n  C ouncil  in  1215-1216  a l t e r e d  
c o n s id e r a b ly  the  r e g u la t io n s  r e l a t in g  to  c o n fe s s io n .  C o n fe ss io n  to 
so m e  p r i e s t  once a  y e a r  h a d  long  b e e n  r e q u i r e d  of e v e r y  t r u e  C h r i s 
t ia n ;  th e  F o u r th  L a te  r a n  C ou n c i l  d e c l a r e d  th a t  e v e ry o n e  should  
m a k e  c o n fe s s io n  once a  y e a r  to  the  p r i e s t  of the  p a r i s h  in  w hich  he 
l iv e d .  M any  p r i e s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  p a r i s h  p r i e s t s ,  w e r e  in a d eq u a te ly  
i n s t r u c t e d  in  th e se  d u t ie s ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  bo th  b i s h o p s  and  l e s s e r  
c h u r c h m e n  u n d e r to o k  to gu ide  p r i e s t s  in  the  p e r f o r m a n c e  of th e i r  
d u t ie s  b y  co m p o s in g  m a n u a l s  in  w h ich  s p e c ia l  s t r e s s  w as  la id  on 
the  D e ad ly  Sins and P e n a n c e .  ^

P f a n d e r  f u r t h e r  po in ts  out th a t  the  g ro w th  of the  f r i a r  o r d e r s  and  th e i r

be in g  g r a n te d  th e  p r iv i l e g e  of h e a r in g  c o n fe s s io n  c a u s e d  th e m  to w r i te

m a n u a ls  to s u i t  t h e i r  n e e d s .

The d e c r e e s ,  in  1281, of A rc h b is h o p  P e c k h a m  (h im s e l f  a  f r i a r  and 
w e l l  a w a r e  of the  n e e d s  of b o th  f r i a r  and  p a r i s h  p r i e s t )  in f lu en ced  
th e  m a n u a ls  e s p e c ia l ly  a s  to  c o n ten t .  T h e s e  d e c r e e s  s ta t e d  th a t  
the  p e o p le  w e r e  to be i n s t r u c t e d  fo u r  t im e s  a  y e a r  in  Six P o in ts  - -  
the  A r t i c l e s  of F a i th ,  the  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n ts ,  th e  W o rk s  of M ercy ,  
the  S even  D ead ly  S ins , the  S even  V i r tu e s ,  and  th e  S a c r a m e n ts ;  
the  p o r t io n  of the  m a n u a l  d e a l in g  w ith  the  S a c r a m e n ts  ten d ed  to 
g ive  s p e c i a l  e m p h a s is  to  P e n a n c e ,  th a t  i s ,  to  C o n tr i t io n ,  C o n fe s 
s io n ,  a n d  S a t is fa c t io n .  ^

A s P f a n d e r  n o te s ,  th e s e  m a n u a l s  v a r i e d  g r e a t ly  in  le n g th  an d  in c lu s iv e -

n e s s ,  b u t  th e  d eb t  of the P a r s o n ' s  T a le  to  one of th e m  s e e m s  c l e a r .  He

d e m o n s t r a t e s  conv inc ing ly  th a t  though  the  p o r t io n  on p e n i te n c e  and  the

1 2
P f a n d e r ,  p. 243.  Ibid. , p. 244 .
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r e m i s s i o n  of s in s  d e r iv e s  f r o m  the  S u m m a  of St. R aym iind  of P e n n a fo r te

and  the  s e c t io n  on  the  S even  D e ad ly  S ins m a y  co m e  f r o m  th e  S um m a

v i t io r u m  of G u i l ie lm u s  P e r a l d u s ,  th is  d e r iv a t io n  is  no t im m e d ia te .  Of

th e  m o n o g ra p h  b y  K a te  O. P e t e r s e n  on the  s o u r c e s  of th e  t a l e ,   ̂ h e  s a y s ,

To a r r i v e  a t  h e r  c o n c lu s io n s  a s  to  u l t im a te  s o u r c e s  ( i . e .  , th a t  
the  P a r s o n ' s  T a le  is  a  fu s io n  of P e r a ld u s  and  P e n n a fo r te )  is  an a lo g o u s  
to  t r a c in g  a l l  s e r m o n s  o r  a n y  s e r m o n s  on the  B ook of J o b  b a c k  to 
the  B ook of Jo b .  ^

T h is  m a t t e r  of s o u r c e s  n e ed  n o t  d e ta in  u s ,  e x ce p t  to no te  th a t  w h a te v e r  

the  im m e d ia te  s o u r c e  o r  s o u r c e s  of the  P a r s o n ' s  T a le ,  to be  ab le  to 

t r a c e  i t s  c o n ten t  b a c k  to  P e n n a f o r te  and  P e r a ld u s  is  to g ive  conv incing  

e v id en c e  of i ts  o r th o d o x y . A g la n c e  a t  i t  in  t e r m s  of the  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s 

s io n  of the  c l e r i c a l  t r a d i t io n  c o n c e rn in g  love  and  m a r r i a g e  and  v i rg in i ty  

w i l l  s e r v e  to  in d ic a te  th is  o r th o d o x y .

In th e  b eg in n in g  of th e  s e c o n d  p a r t  of the  T a le  - -  th a t  on  c o n f e s 

s io n  - -  the  P a r s o n  b e g in s  by  t e l l in g  how  s in  e n t e r e d  th e  w o r ld  - -  th ro u g h  

A d am . In p o in t in g  out th a t  a l l  s in  h a s  th r e e  c a u s e s ,  th e  P a r s o n  m a k e s  

u se  of the  t r a d i t io n a l  id e n t i f ic a t io n  of the  w o m an  w ith  th e  f l e s h  and  the 

m a n  w ith  r e a s o n :

T h e re  m a y  ye s e e n  th a t  d e e d ly  synne  h a th ,  f i r s t ,  s u g g e s t io n  of the  
feen d , a s  sh ew e th  h e e r e  b y  the  n a d d re ;  and  a f t e r w a r d ,  th e  d e l i t  of 
the  f l e s s h ,  a s  sh e w e th  h e e r e  by  E v e ;  and a f t e r  th a t ,  th e  consen ty n g e  
of r e s o u n ,  a s  sh e w e th  h e e r e  b y  A d am .

(I. 331)

^K ate  O. P e t e r s e n ,  T h e  S o u r c e s  of the  P a r s o n ' s  T a le  (B oston , 1901).

2
P f a n d e r ,  p.  254 .
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L a t e r ,  h e  m a k e s  u se  of th is  t r a d i t io n a l  v iew  an d  a l s o  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  s y m 

b o l i s m  c o m p a r in g  m a r r i a g e  to  the  re la t io n  of C h r i s t  and  the  C h u rc h  to 

p ro v e  th a t  a  w o m a n  sh ou ld  on ly  m a r r y  once:

. . . f o r  m a r r i a g e  is  f ig u r e d  b itw ix e  C r i s t  and  h o ly  c h i r c h e .  And 
th a t  o o th e r  i s  fo r  a  m a n  is  h e v ed  of a  w o m m a n ;  a lg a te ,  by  o rd in a u n c e  
i t  sh o ld e  b e  so . /  F o r  if a  w o m m a n  had d e  m o  m e n  th an  oon, thanne  
sh o ld e  sh e  have  m o o  h e v e d e s  th an  oon, an d  th a t  w e r e  an  h o r r i b l e  
thyng b i fo r e  God. . . .

(I. 922-23)

T he  f i r s t  m e ta p h o r  - -  the w o m a n  a s  the  f le s h  and  th e  m a n  a s  r e a s o n  - -  

goes  b a c k  a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  St. A u g u s t in e ;  the s e c o n d  we h ave  s e e n  u sed  

a s  e a r l y  a s  P a u l  and O r ig e n .

F r o m  h is  in t ro d u c t io n  to the top ic  of s in ,  the  P a r s o n  p ro c e e d s

to th a t  f a v o r i t e  t a r g e t  of c e l ib a te s  and the  a lm o s t  in e v i ta b le  s u b je c t  w hen

th e  s t o r y  of th e  F a l l  i s  m e n t io n e d  - -  c o n c u p is c e n c e .

Of th i lk e  A d a m  tooke  we th i lk e  synne  o r ig in a l ;  f o r  of h y m  f le s s h ly  
d e s c e n d e d  be  w e a l l e ,  and  e n g e n d re d  of v i le  and  c o r r u p t  m a t e e r e .  /  
And w han  the  so u le  is  p u t  in  o u re  body, r ig h t  an o n  is  c o n t r a c t  o r i g i 
n a l  sy n n e ;  and th a t  th a t  w a s  e r s t  b u t  oonly  p ey n e  of c o n c u p isc e n c e ,  
is  a f t e r w a r d  bo the  peyne  and  synne . /  . . . the  peyne  d w e lle th  w ith  
u s ,  a s  to  te m p ta c io u n ,  w h ich  peyne  h igh te  c o n c u p is c e n c e .  /  And 
th is  c o n c u p is c e n c e ,  w han  i t  is  w ro n g fu l ly  d is p o s e d  o r  o rd e y n e d  in  
m a n ,  i t  m a k e th  h y m  c o v e i te ,  b y  c o v e i t i s e  of f l e s s h ,  f l e s s h ly  synne , 
by  s ig h te  of h is  e y en  a s  to  e r th e ly  th y n g e s ,  and  e e k  c o v e i t i s e  of 
h y n e s s e  b y  p r id e  of h e r t e .

(I. 333-36)

We saw  in  C h a p te r  V p a s s a g e s  f r o m  St. A u g u s t in e 's  a n t i  - P e la g ia n  w r i t in g s  

in  w h ich  he  a l s o  s a id  s o m e th in g  v e r y  c lo se  to  t h i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the 

t r e a t i s e  On th e  M e r i t s  and  F o r g iv e n e s s  of S in s ,  and  on the  B aja tism  of 

In f a n ts . L a t e r  in  th is  in t ro d u c t io n  to the  t r a c t  on s in ,  the  P a r s o n  m a k e s
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sp ec if ic  a p p l ic a t io n  of th is  p o in t of v iew  to m a r r i a g e .  A m ong th e  v e n ia l

s in s  w hich  a  h u sb an d  c o m m its  is  the  s in

. . . w han  he  u s e th  h i s  wyf, w ith o u ten  s o v e r e y n  d e s i r  of e n g e n d r u re  
to the  h o n o u r  of God, o r  fo r  the en ten te  to ye lde  to  h is  wyf th e  d e t te  
of h is  body  . . . .

(I. 375)

B e s id e s  th e s e  p a s s a g e s  and o th e r s  b e fo re  the t r a c t  on the  Seven

D ead ly  S ins , in  th a t  t r a c t  the  d e s c r ip t i o n  of and  r e m e d ie s  f o r  l e c h e r y

occupy  121 l in e s ,  m o r e  l in e s  th an  a r e  devo ted  to p r id e  o r  to  any  o th e r

s in  e x ce p t  a n g e r  (to w hich  a r e  dev o ted  a  s u r p r i s in g  143 l in e s ) .  We a r e  no t

long in  le a r n in g  w hy so  m u c h  t im e  is  ta k e n  w ith  th is  s in ,  f o r  the  P a r s o n

say s  th a t  the  d ev il  g e ts  m o r e  s in n e r s  b y  i t  th an  b y  a n y  o th e r .

T h is  synne , a s  s e i th  the  p ro p h è te ,  b i r e v e th  m a n  and  w o m m a n  h i r  
goode fa m e  and  a l  h i r e  h o n o u r;  and  it i s  fu l p ie s  a u n t  to  the  d e v e l ,  
fo r  th e rb y  w ynne th  he  the  m o o s te  p a r t i e  of th is  w o r ld .  /  And r ig h t  
a s  a  m a r c h a n t  d e l i t e th  h y m  m o o s t  in  chaff a  r e  th a t  he  h a th  m o o s t  
av an tag e  of, r ig h t  so  d e l i te th  the fend  in  th is  o r d u r e .

(I. 850-51)

H e re  is  the  c e l ib a te  sp ea k in g  l ik e  a  v o ice  f r o m  St. J e r o m e ' s  day: n o t

p r id e  bu t l e c h e r y  is  the  d e v i l ' s  f a v o r i te  s in  and  the  t r a p  w h ich  c a tc h e s

the  m o s t  s i n n e r s .  He fo llow s th is  w ith  the  d e c la r a t io n  th a t  m e n  who th ink

they  cannot s in  w ith  t h e i r  w iv e s  a r e  fo o ls .

C e r t e s ,  b e  i t  wyf, b e  i t  ch ild ,  o r  any  w o r ld ly  thyng  th a t  h e  lo v e th  
b ifo rn  God, i t  i s  h i s  m a w m e t ,  and  h e  i s  an  y d o la s t r e .  /  M an  sh o ld e  
lo v en  hys  wyf b y  d i s c r e c io u n ,  p a c ie n t ly  and  a te m p r e l y ;  an d  th an n e  
is  she  a s  though  i t  w e r e  h is  s u s t e r .

(I. 860-61)

The P a r s o n  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  th is  to  the d ead ly  s in s  c o m m ite d  by  

m e n  and w o m en  out of w ed lo ck , of w h ich  one is
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to b i r e v e  a  m a y d e n  of h i r  m a y d e n h e d e ;  fo r  h e  th a t  so  d oo th , c e r t e s ,  
he  c a s t e th  a  m a y d e n  out of the  h y e s te  d e g re e  th a t  is  in th is  p r e s e n t  
lif ,  /  an d  b i r e v e th  h i r e  th i lk e  p r e c io u s  f r u y t  th a t  the  boo k  c le p e th  
the  h u n d re d  f ru y t .  . . .

(I. 868-69)

T h is  r e a d in g  of the  p a r a b le  of th e  s e e d s ,  of c o u r s e ,  h a s  b e e n  a ro u n d

a s  long  a s  v i r g in i ty  h a s  b e e n  a n  id e a l .

M o s t  of the  l a s t  p a r t  of the  d e s c r ip t i o n  of l e c h e r y  i s  d e v o ted  to

the  v a r io u s  k inds  of a d u l te ry .  The P a r s o n  is  no t r e lu c ta n t  to  r e f e r  to

i t s  o c c u r r e n c e  am ong  th o se  in  h o ly  o r d e r s .  "And e v e r e  the  h y e r  th a t  he

is  in  o r d r e ,  the  g r e t t e r  is the  sy n n e .  " (I. 891) The P a r s o n  i s  so  m u ch

a g a in s t  th is  s in  th a t  he  a llow s  h i m s e l f  to  s ta t e  a  v iew  w h ic h  s e e m s  no t

a c c o r d a n t  w ith  o r th o d o x  d o c t r in e :  th e s e  c l e r i c s ,  he  s a y s ,

ly v e n  of the  p e p le ,  to p r e y e  f o r  th e  p e p le ,  and  w h ile  th e y  b e n  suche  
t r a i t o u r s ,  h e r e  p r e y e r  a v a y le th  n a t  to  the  p e p le .

(I. 895)

One of the  k inds  of a d u l t e r y  w h ic h  the  P a r s o n  l i s t s  t a k e s  p la c e

b e tw e e n  m a n  and  wife and fo llow s A q u in as  on th e  su b je c t .

T he th r id d e  s p e c e  of a v o w tr ie  i s  s o m ty m e  b itw ix e  a  m a n  and  h is  
wyf, an d  th a t  is w han  th ey  ta k e  no r e w a r d  in  h i r e  a s s e m b ly n g e  bu t 
oonly  to  h i r e  f l e s s h ly  d e l i t ,  a s  s e i t h  Se in t J e r o m e ,  /  an d  ne re k k e n  
of n o thyng  b u t  th a t  th e y  b e e n  a s s e m b le d ;  by  c a u s e  th a t  th e y  b e e n  
m a r i e d ,  a l  is  good ynough, a s  th y n k e th  to  h e m .

(I. 904-5)

T h is  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  h a r d  p o in t  to t a k e ,  an d  the  W ife of B a th  is  s ig n i f i 

c an t ly  s i l e n t  on th is  p o in t w hen  re fu t in g  the  c l e r i c s ,  though  m a n y  w r i t e r s  

on th e  s u b je c t  h ad  a s s e r t e d  i t  ( inc lud ing  A u g u s t in e  and  A q u in a s ) .

A s th is  s u r v e y  in d ic a te s ,  the  P a r s o n ' s  T a le  fo llow s  r ig o r o u s  

o r th o d o x y  in  i t s  d i s c u s s io n  of s e x  and  m a r r i a g e .  As P f a n d e r ' s  c o m p a r i s o n
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of i t  w ith  v a r io u s  m a n u a ls  of in s t r u c t io n  d e s ig n e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  c l e r i c s  

in d ic a te s ,  the  T a le  a s  a  w ho le  c lo s e ly  fo llow s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  t r a d i t io n  

a s  i t  h a d  b e en  b u i l t  up o v e r  the  y e a r s .  And i t  is  no t the  only ta le  in w h ich  

C h a u c e r  e x p r e s s e s  the  o f f ic ia l  v iew p o in t  c o n c e rn in g  m a r r i a g e  and  v i r 

g in i ty .  T h e r e  is  a l s o  the  S econd  N u n 's  T a l e .

A lthough  the  Second  N u n 's  T a le  s e e m s  to be a  v e r y  d i r e c t  t r a n s 

la t io n  of one o r  m o r e  e a r l i e r  w o rk s  on the  St. C e c i l ia  le g en d , th is  shou ld  

n o t  c a u s e  it to  be p a s s e d  o v e r  - -  a n y  m o r e  th an  the  P a r s o n ' s  T a le  shou ld  

be  - - i n  a n  e x a m in a t io n  of C h a u c e r  and  the  w o m a n  q u e s t io n .  The fa c t  

th a t  C h a u c e r  ch o se  it to  t r a n s l a t e  and  (p e rh a p s  l a t e r )  c h o se  to i n s e r t  i t  

in  the  C a n te r b u r y  T a le s  m a k e s  i t  a  p a r t  of h is  c anon  and  an  e x p r e s s io n  

of h im  a s  an  a r t i s t .  We a r e  no m o r e  e n t i t le d  to  c a l l  i t  'u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c '  

th a n  w e r e  e a r l i e r  c r i t ic s -  w ho  sa4d the  s a m e  of the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  and 

th e  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a l e . An e x c is io n  f r o m  c o n s id e r a t io n  of a l l  th a t  w h ich  

s o m e o n e  h a s  c a l le d  ' u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c '  w ould  r e s u l t  in  the  lo s s  of t a le s  

a l m o s t  f r o m  the  beg in n in g  of the  C a n te r b u r y  T a le s  - -  th e  M an of L a w 's  

T a le  - - t o  the  v e r y  end - -  the  R e t r a c t io n s .  To f ind  and  a c c e p t  bo th  the  

S h ip m a n 's  T a le  and  the  Second  N u n 's  T a le  in th e  C a n te r b u r y  T a le s  is  to 

f e e l  th e  f o r c e  of H o ffm a n 's  o b s e r v a t io n  ab o u t the  G e n e r a l  P ro lo g u e  

th e  im p u ls io n  of the  two v o ic e s ,  one n a t u r a l  and  th e  o th e r  s u p e r n a tu r a l .

T he  S a in t C e c i l ia  le g en d  w as  one of the  m o s t  p o p u la r  in  the  C h u rch ,  

an d  s h e  h e r s e l f  w as  one of the  s e l e c t  g ro u p  of R o m a n  s a in t s .  T h a t  C h a u c e r  

is  ta k in g  h is  v e r s i o n  d i r e c t l y  he h im s e l f  d e c l a r e s :
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I have  h e e r  doon m y  fe i th fu l  b i s y n e s s e
A f te r  the  le g e n d e ,  in  t r a n s la c io u n
R ight of th y  g lo r io u s  l i f  and p a s s io u n  . . . .

(G. 24-26)

A s G. H. G e ro u ld  h a s  po in ted  out,  ̂ C h a u c e r  c l e a r l y  im p l ie s  th a t  th is  is 

a  s in g le  te x t ,  a t  the end of the  p ro lo g u e  :

. . . I do no d i l ig e n c e  
T h is  i lk e  s t o r i e  s u b t i l ly  to en d ite .
F o r  b o the  h av e  I th e  w o rd e s  and  se n te n c e
Of h y m  th a t  a t  the  s e in te s  r e v e r e n c e
T he  s t o r i e  w r o o t ,  and  fo lw en  h i r e  le g e n d e .  . . .

(G. 79-83)

A lthough  the  v e r s i o n  w h ich  C h a u c e r  u s e d  is  no t known, C laude

J o n e s  h a s  n o te d  th a t

The S econd  N u n 's  T a le  of C h a u c e r  i s ,  bo th  in  f o r m  and con ten t ,  an  
a lm o s t  p e r f e c t  e x a m p le  of the  de s a n c t i s  ty p e  of s e r m o n .  T h e s e  
s e r m o n s  w e r e  p r e a c h e d  on the  day  of th e  s a in t  c o n c e rn e d ,  and 
u s u a l ly  to o k  the  f o r m  of p a n e g y r ic s .  ^

W h e th e r  it w as  a  s e r m o n  w h ich  C h a u c e r  w as  t r a n s l a t i n g ,  the ta le  i t s e l f

is a d d r e s s e d  to  c e r t a in  f a v o r i te  th e m e s  of the  p r e a c h e r s  and w ould  not

h ave  b e e n  ou t of p la c e  in  the  m o u th  of the  P a r s o n .

T he  p ro lo g u e  b e g in s  w ith  fo u r  s ta n z a s  on  id le n e s s ,  a  f a v o r i te  

t a r g e t  of th e  p r e a c h e r s .  A lthough , a s  G e ro u ld  s a y s ,  no s o u r c e  h a s  b e e n  

d i s c o v e r e d  f o r  th e s e  s t a n z a s ,  none need  be  so u g h t,  " s in c e  the  d e v ice  

th e y  em body  h a s  b e e n  show n to  be a  co n ven tion  f r e q u e n t ly  u se d  in

^"T h e  S econd  N u n 's  P ro lo g u e  and  T a le ,  " S o u rc e s  and  A na lo g u es  
of C h a u c e r 's  C a n te r b u r y  T a l e s , ed. W. F .  B ry a n ,  G e rm a in e  D e m p s te r ,  
e t  a l ,  (Univ. of C h icago  P r e s s :  1941), pp. 6 6 4 -8 4 .

2
C lau d e  J o n e s ,  "T h e  'Second  N u n 's  T a le ,  ' a  M ed ia e v a l  S e rm o n ,  " 

M LR , V .  32 (1937), p .  283.
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C h a u c e r 's  t im e  and  l a t e r .  T h e s e  s ta n z a s  a r e  fo llow ed  by  w ha t J o n e s

id e n t i f ie s  a s  the  th e m e ,  the  f o r m a l  beg inn ing  of the  s e r m o n .

As is  u su a l  w ith  the de s a n c t i s  s e r m o n ,  th is  ta k e s  the f o r m  of a
s im p le  s ta t e m e n t  of the s a i n t ' s  n a m e  (1. 28). ^

T h is  is fo llow ed  by  a n o th e r  f e a tu r e  of the  de s a n c t i s  s e r m o n ,  the  in v o c a 

tion .

T h is  Invocac io  ad  M a r ia m  is  b a s e d  f o r  the  m o s t  p a r t  on St. 

B e r n a r d 's  p r a y e r  a t  the b e g in n in g  of Canto x x x iii  of D a n te 's  P a r a d i s o ,

3
bu t h a s  o th e r  e le m e n ts  a s  w e l l ,  a s  L ow es  and o th e r s  h av e  d i s c o v e re d .

R ob inson  s u m s  up the  m a t t e r :

The In v o cac io  ad  M a r ia m  is  a  f a b r i c  m a d e  up of e le m e n ts  f r o m  the  
P a r a d i s o  of D ante , s e v e r a l  L a t in  h y m n s ,  o r  a n th e m s ,  the A n t i -  
c lau d ian u s  of A lanus  de In s u l i s ,  and the  C o m m e n ta r y  of M a c ro b iu s  
on the  S om n iu m  S c r ip i o n i s . ^

T h is  in v o c a t io n  to  M a ry ,  w hile  it  is  t r a d i t io n a l  and  h a s  m a n y  an a lo g u e s

in the  l i tu r g y ,  is  p e c u l i a r ly  a p p r o p r ia t e  to th is  ta le .

In th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  M a ry  is  a d d r e s s e d  a s  the  ' f lo u r  of v i r g in e s .  '

We h a v e  s e e n  in  C h a p te r  VIII how  M a ry  took the  p la c e  of C h r i s t  a s  the

type  of v i rg in i ty .  As the  type  of v i rg in i ty ,  she  is  v e r y  a p p r o p r ia t e ly

invoked in  th e  b eg inn ing  of the  ta le  of a n o th e r  v i r g in  s a in t .  A lso ,  she

is a d d r e s s e d  a s  'M ayde  and  M o o d er ,  ' u n d e r l in in g  th e  p a ra d o x  of h e r

1 2 G e ro u ld ,  p. 664. J o n e s ,  p. 283.

^See e s p e c ia l l y  Jo h n  L. L o w e s ,  "T he  Second N u n 's  P r o lo g u e ,  
A la n u s ,  an d  M a c ro b iu s ,  " M P , v. 1 5 (1 9 1 7 ) ,  pp. 193-202.

4
R ob in son ,  p. 756.



330

b e co m in g  a  m o th e r  w h ile  r e m a in in g  a  v i rg in .  The p a ra d o x  of St. C e c i l i a ' s  

s to r y ,  of c o u r s e ,  is  th a t  she  w as  bo th  w ife  and  v i r g in  - -  l ik e ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  

of fa c t ,  the  Second N un, who is  a  b r id e  of C h r i s t .

A s L ow es  h a s  show n,  ̂ l in e s  7 1 -7 4  of the  p ro lo g u e  echo , e i t h e r

d i r e c t ly  o r  in d i r e c t ly ,  a  p a s s a g e  f r o m  M a c r o b iu s 's  C o m m e n ta r y  on the

D r e a m  of S c ip io :

And of thy  l ig h t  m y  so u le  in p r i s o n  l ig h te .
T h a t  t ro u b le d  i s  by  the  co n tag ioun  
Of m y  body , an d  a l s o  by  the  w igh te  
Of e r th e ly  lu s t  and fa is  a f fe cc io u n  . . . .

(G. 71-74)

T he o th e rw o r ld ly  p h i lo so p h y  a t  the  b a s i s  of the  g lo r i f ic a t io n  of v i r g in i ty  

is  a p p a r e n t  in su c h  a  p a s s a g e ,  a s  the  n a tu r e  of i t s  s o u rc e  m ig h t  h av e  

led  us to e x p e c t .

In k e ep in g  w ith  the  th e o r y  th a t  the  o r ig in a l  of the  Second  N u n 's  

T a le  w as  a  s e r m o n  is  the  p ro m in e n c e  of the  d id a c t ic  in r e l a t io n  to  the  

n a r r a t i v e  in  the  t a l e .  T he  e n t i r e  a c c o u n t  of St. C e c i l i a ' s  e a r l i e r  l i fe  

and  how sh e  c a m e  to  h e r  w edd ing  day  ta k e s  up on ly  two s ta n z a s  of the  

ta le  p r o p e r .  A n o th e r  s ta n z a  su ff ic e s  to  in d ic a te ,  th ro u g h  h e r  p r a y e r ,  

h e r  d e te r m in a t io n  to  r e m a in  a  v i r g in  and  to b r in g  h e r  to  th e  m a r r i a g e  

b ed . A f te r  th e  v i s i t a t i o n  of the  a n g e l  and  V a l e r i a n ' s  c o n v e r s io n ,  m u ch  

of the  r e s t  of th e  ta l e  i s  a n  e x p o s i t io n  of d o c t r in e ,  a s  w hen  V a le r ia n  

s e t s  to  the  c o n v e r s io n  of h is  b r o t h e r :

^ L o w es ,  pp.  19 6 -9 7 .
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'In d r e m e s ,  ' quod V a le r ia n ,  'h an  we be 
Unto th is  ty m e ,  b r o t h e r  m yn , yw is .
But now at e r s t  in t ro u th e  o u re  dw ellyng is .  '

(G. 262-64)

W h a tev e r  the o r ig in a l  of the  ta le ,  the r e f e r e n c e  w hich  fo llow s to 

"S e in t A m b ro s e  in h is  p r e f a c e "  s e r v e s  to p la c e  the  ta le  in  the  se t t in g  

of the  t im e  a t  the b eg inn ing  of the  v e n e r a t io n  of v i rg in i ty  in  the  W est 

w hen  i t  s e e m e d  th a t  a  n e c e s s a r y  cond ition  of the  b e s t  C h r i s t i a n  l ife  w as 

to ta l  s ex u a l  a b s t in e n c e .  W h a te v e r  the ex ac t  o r ig in  and  in te r p r e t a t i o n  of 

the  'c o ro n e s  two' b o rn e  by  the  an g e l ,  it  s e e m s  c l e a r  th a t  the l i l i e s  could 

no t have  b een  in the c ro w n  n o r  the  c row n  of such  w o r th  w ithou t the  d e 

c is io n  of C ec i l ia  and h e r  h u sb an d  to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  v i rg in i ty .

The f e a r  e x p r e s s e d  b y  the  b r o th e r ,  T ib u r t iu s ,  of d e a th  w hich  m a y  

fo llow  any  co n tac t  w ith  U rb a n  e n ab le s  the n a r r a t o r  to pu t in  St. C e c i l i a 's  

m o u th  a r e c i ta t io n  of the  o th e r  w o r ld l in e s s  w hich  w as a lw ay s  in t im a te ly  

l in k ed  w ith  the  id e a l  of v i rg in i ty .  "M en, " say s  C e c i l ia ,

"m ygh ten  d re d e n  w el and  sk ilfu l ly  
T h is  lyf to  l e s e ,  m y n  owene d e e r e  b r o th e r .
If th is  w e re  lyvynge oonly  and  noon o o th e r .
But t h e r  is  b e t t r e  l i f  in  o o th e r  p la ce  . . . . "

(G. 320-23)

Indeed , we have  s e e n  th a t  v i rg in i ty ,  o th e r w o r ld l i n e s s ,  and  the  id e a l  of 

m a r ty r d o m  w hich  a r e  the c o n c e rn s  of th is  ta le  w e r e  c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  

e a r ly ;  so  th a t  w hen the age  of m a r ty r d o m  w as  p a s t ,  th o se  who ch o se  the  

id e a l  life  of v i rg in i ty  and  o th e rw o r ld l in e s s  w e re  c a l le d  m a r t y r s .

As Donald R. H ow ard  p o in ts  out, the P a r s o n  m a k e s  th is  k ind of 

c o m p a r iso n .
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He a r g u e s  th a t  v i r g in i ty  is the h ig h e s t  f o r m  of c h a s t i ty ,  th a t  the  
v i rg in  is  the b r id e  of C h r i s t  and is  eq u a l to  the  m a r t y r s .  ^

H o w ard  a r g u e s ,  co n v in c in g ly ,  th a t  K i t t r e d g e 's  th e o r y  tha t  the  F r a n k l i n ' s

T a le  is  C h a u c e r ’s f in a l  so lu t io n  of th is  p r o b le m  of m a r r i a g e  does  no t

f i t  the  f a c t  th a t

the F r a n k ly n 's  so lu t io n  h a s  a  th o ro u g h ly  w o r ld ly  p u rp o s e .  It i s  d e 
s ig n ed , in h is  own w o rd s ,  to p ro d u c e  b l i s s ,  q u ie t ,  and r e s t  (V,
744, 760), and  f r o m  the v iew po in t of m e d ie v a l  C h r is t ia n i ty  th e s e  
w e re  v e r y  l im i t e d  a i m s .  ^

He a r g u e s  th a t  the  f i r s t  to p ic  of the  Wife of B ath ,

w h e th e r  one can  m a r r y  and  s t i l l  fo llow  C h r i s t ' s  co m m an d  'B e  ye 
t h e r e f o r e  p e r f e c t '  g e ts  le f t  a long  the  w ay  . . . .

It is  p o s s ib le ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  C h a u c e r  m e a n t  to  r e tu r n  to  th a t  
in i t ia l  and  b a s i c  q u e s t io n  of p e r fe c t io n ,  in  e i t h e r  the P h y s i c i a n 's  
T a le  o r  the  S econd  N u n 's  T a le ,  o r  ev en  in  bo th .

The l a s t  c h a p te r  of th is  w o rk  is  a m o r e  su i ta b le  p la ce  to  c o n s id e r

w ha t the r e la t iv e  p o s i t io n s  of th e s e  ta le s  s a y s  abou t C h a u c e r 's  a t t i tu d e .

F o r  now i t  s e e m s  p e r t i n e n t  to r e m e m b e r  th a t  w h e n e v e r  we doubt th e

e x ten t  to w h ich  C h a u c e r  s h a r e d  the  t r a d i t io n a l  C h r i s t i a n  id e a l s  w e h a v e

only  to r e m in d  o u r s e l v e s  th a t  it  i s  to the P a r s o n  th a t  C h a u c e r  g iv e s  the

f in a l  ta le  and  th a t  th a t  t a le  is  fo llow ed by  C h a u c e r ' s  R e t r a c t io n s .  T he

ju x ta p o s i t io n  of th e s e  v a ry in g  p o in ts  of v iew  sh o u ld  w a r n  us  a g a in s t  tak ing

any  ta le  - -  even  the P a r s o n ' s  T a le  - -  a s  C h a u c e r ' s  ' f in a l '  so lu t io n .

^Donald R. H o w ard ,  "T he  C o n c lu s io n  of th e  M a r r i a g e  G ro u p :  
C h a u c e r  and  the  H u m a n  C ondition , " M P , v. 57 (1960), p. 226.

^ Ib id . , p. 227.

^Ibid. , p. 224.
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B e c a u s e  he t r a n s l a t e d  the  leg en d  of St. C e c i l ia  and  b e c a u s e  he 

i n s e r t e d  i t  in  the  C a n te rb u r y  T a le s ,  t h e r e  is  e v e r y  r e a s o n  to b e l ie v e  

th a t  C h a u c e r  s h a r e d  w ith  h is  ag e  an  a t t r a c t io n  to the  leg en d  and  the  id e a ls  

w h ic h  i t  e m b o d ied .  But the  p r e s e n t  w o r ld  h ad  i t s  own a p p e a l  and  its  

own i n s i s t e n t  a s s e r t i o n  of i ts  r e a l i ty ,  a s  is  s e e n  in  th e  v e r y  w o r ld ly  

S h ip m a n 's  T a le .

In a p p ro a c h in g  the  S h ip m a n 's  T a l e , i t  i s  w e l l  to  b eg in  w ith  the  

v i r t u a l  c e r t a in t y  th a t  th is  ta le  w as  o r ig in a l ly  m e a n t  f o r  the W ife of B ath .

It is  p r o p e r  to b eg in  w ith  th is  p o in t  b e c a u s e  the  p r i o r  a s s ig n m e n t  of the  

ta le  to  A l is o n  s e e m s  to h ave  led  to c e r t a in  a l t e r a t i o n s  of the  s o u r c e  - -  

a l t e r a t i o n s  w hich  w ould f i t  the  ta le  b e t t e r  to the  W ife 's  n a r r a t i o n  of it. 

A lthough  s o m e  o b je c t io n s  have  b e en  m a d e  to the  th e o r y  th a t  th e  W ife w as 

the  o r ig i n a l  t e l l e r ,   ̂ the w e igh t of e v id en ce ,  c o n v en ie n t ly  s u m m e d  up

2
and  ad d ed  to  by  L a w re n c e  in  an  im p o r ta n t  a r t i c l e ,  s e e m s  c o n c lu s iv e .

A s e a r l y  a s  1907, T a t lo c k  could  v e r y  con fid en tly  s t a t e  th a t

the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  w as  c e r t a in ly  w r i t t e n  no t f o r  the  S h ip m an  b u t  
f o r  a  w o m an  . . . .  t h e r e  canno t be  the  s m a l l e s t  doubt th a t  the 
w o m a n  is  the  Wife of B ath  . . . .  The S h ip m an  no doubt had  h is  
f a u l t s ,  bu t m u l ie b r i t y  w as  no t one of th e m . N o r  is  the  su b je c t ,  
d ra w n  f r o m  t r i v i a l  s o c ia l  l i f e ,  a p p r o p r ia t e  to h im .  ^

^S ee , fo r  e x a m p le ,  R o b e r t  L . C hapm an , " T he  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  
W as M ean t fo r  the S h ipm an , " M L N , v. 7 (1956), pp. 4 -5 .

2
W ill ia m  W. L a w re n c e ,  " C h a u c e r 's  S h ip m a n 's  T a l e , " S p e c u lu m , 

V .  33 (1958), pp. 56 -68 . My deb t to th is  p ie c e  is  g r e a t .

3
J .  S. P .  T a t lo c k ,  T he  D ev e lo p m en t and  C h ro n o lo g y  of C h a u c e r 's  

W o r k s , (C h a u ce r  S o c ie ty ,  Second  S e r i e s ,  no . 37: London, 1907), p. 205.
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B e c a u se  i t  d o es  s e e m  c l e a r  th a t  the ta le  w as o r ig in a l ly  a s s ig n e d

to th e  Wife of B ath , an  im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  a r i s e s  a s  to the a l t e r a t i o n s

in  th e  ta le  w h ich  w e r e  the  co n seq u en ce  of th a t  a s s ig n m e n t .  The r e a s o n s

f o r  the  t r a n s f e r  of the  t a le  aw ay f r o m  the Wife w il l  c o n c e rn  us in  the

n ex t  c h a p te r .  On th e  ques tio n  of C h a u c e r 's  a l t e r a t io n s ,  S p a rg o  a s s e r t e d .

T h e re  is  no a  p r i o r i  r e a s o n  why the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  should  no t  ̂
h av e  b e e n  ta k e n  o v e r  a lm o s t  v e r b a t im  f r o m  an  Old F r e n c h  f a b l i a u .

A s a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  on the  c o n t r a r y  th e r e  a r e  c e r t a in  e le m e n ts  in  the

c lo s e s t  - -  and  e a r l i e s t  - -  a n a lo g u e s ,  th o se  of B o ccacc io  and S e rc a m b i ,

w hich  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ;  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e se  d i f f e r e n c e s  m a y  be  ex p la in ed

in t e r m s  of the  a d a p ta t io n  of the  ta le  to the  Wife of B ath .

In the  f i r s t  p la c e ,  a s  L aw rence  p o in ts  out, w h e re a s  the  u s u a l  f a b l ia u

fo c u s e s  s t r i c t l y  on the  s to r y  a t  hand  ( B /d i e r  s a y s  th a t  the s p i r i t  of th e

2
fa b l ia u  "m an q u e  de  m e ta p h y s iq u e ") , the  t e l l e r  of the  S h ip m an 's  T a le

3
" c a n  h a r d ly  w a i t  to  p h i lo so p h iz e .  " The ta le  b eg in s  w ith  a  p ro lo g u e  w hich

h a r d ly  a c c o r d s  w ith  the  p r e s e n t  m a s c u l in e  t e l l e r ,  bu t w hich  r e m in d s  us

f o r c ib ly  of the b o a s t in g  of A liso n  in h e r  p r e s e n t  p ro lo g u e :

The s e ly  h o u sb o n d e ,  a lg a te  he m oo t paye .
He m o o t us c lo th e ,  and he m o o t us a r r a y e ,
Al fo r  h is  owene w o rs h ip e  r ic h e ly ,

1
J .  W. S p a rg o ,  C h a u c e r 's  S h ip m a n 's  T a le :  the L o v e r 's  G ift 

R eg a in ed  ( F F  C o m m u n ic a t io n s ,  no. 91; H e ls in k i ,  1930), p. 56.

^ J o se p h  B ^ d ie r ,  L e s  F a b l i a u x , ( P a r i s ,  1898; re v .  1925), p .  317.

3
L a w r e n c e ,  p. 58.
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In w hich  a r r a y  we dau n ce  jo l i ly .
(B2. 1201-04)

L a w r e n c e 's  ju d g m en t on th is  p ro lo g u e  su m s  up the  m a t t e r  w e ll:

The im m e d ia te  in t ro d u c t io n  of the p h i lo so p h iz in g  v e in  re m in d s  us 
s t ro n g ly  of the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e ;  the  r e m a r k  th a t  the  a t te n t io n  b e 
s tow ed  on w om en  p a s s e s  l ik e  a  shadow  on the  w a l l  a c c o r d s  w ith  
h e r  la m e n t  fo r  h e r  l o s t  youth. M o re o v e r ,  a s  h a s  o ften  b e en  o b 
s e r v e d ,  we s e e m  to h e a r  D am e A liso n  sp eak in g  w hen the m e r c h a n t ' s  
w ife  t e l l s  the  m onk  abou t the s ix  th ings  w h ich  w om en  d e s i r e  in 
m a r r i a g e  (B. 1 3 6 3 ff .) .^

The ev id en ce  b e fo re  the  a p p e a ra n c e  of L a w r e n c e 's  e s s a y  s e e m e d  

co n c lu s iv e  enough; the t e l l - t a l e  r e f e r e n c e  in the  p ro lo g u e  to the  fe m a le  

id e n t i ty  of the  ta le ,  w ith  th e  Wife the only  f e m a le  p i lg r im  no t in  o r d e r s ;  

the  w o m a n  in  the ta le  l i s t in g  the s ix  th ings  w hich  w o m en  d e s i r e  m o s t ,  

r e c a l l in g  the  W ife 's  ta le  of w ha t w om en  d e s i r e  m o s t ;  and the  p h i lo s o p h i 

ca l  v e in  of the f i r s t  e ig h te en  l in e s .  L a w r e n c e 's  d i s c u s s io n  of the  p ro b a b le  

p lo t ch an g es  and th e i r  r e le v a n c e  to the  W ife 's  ro le  a s  the  t e l l e r  s e e m s  

to pu t the  m a t t e r  beyond  re a s o n a b le  doubt.

A lthough the  o r ig in a l  s o u rc e  is  no t known, th e r e  a r e  two v e r y

c lo se  an a lo g u e s  w r i t t e n  w ith in  rough ly  the  s a m e  t im e  p e r io d  by  B o cc a cc io

and S e rc a m b i .  E a c h  of t h e i r  ta le s  ends w ith  th e  w om an  t r i c k e d  and

fo r c e d  to  give up h e r  m o n ey . L a w re n c e  o b s e r v e s  th a t ,  s in c e  the  o th e r

an a lo g u e s  tend  to be l a t e r .

In a t te m p t in g  to r e c o n s t r u c t  the g e n e r a l  l in e s  of the lo s t  fa b l ia u  it 
s e e m s  e n t i r e ly  l e g i t im a te  to end w ith  the  w ife 's  d is c o m f i tu r e ,  s in ce  
th a t  is  the c a s e  in th e  I ta l ian ,  and s in c e  the  fa b l ia u  m a k e r s  w e re  
a lw ay s  glad to tak e  a  fling  a t  unfa ith fu l w iv e s .  ^

1 2Ibid. L a w r e n c e ,  p. 59n.
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The S h ip m a n 's  T a l e , on the o th e r  h an d , ends on a  n o te  of t r iu m p h

f o r  th e  w ife:

' Y e  s h a l  m y  jo ly  body  have  to w edde;
By God, I w ol n a t  p aye  yow bu t ab ed d e !
F o rg y v e  it m e ,  m y n  owene sp o u se  d e e r e ;
T u rn e  h id e r w a r d ,  and  m a k e th  b e t t r e  c h e e re .  '

(B2. 1613-16)

H e re  in d e ed  is  a  "w ys w yf"  fo llow ing the  d ic tu m  w h ich  A liso n  e x p r e s s e s

in  h e r  p ro lo g u e :

'Now h e rk n e th  h o u  I b a a r  m e  p r o p r e ly .
Ye w ise  w y v e s ,  th a t  kan  u n d e rs to n d e .
T h u s  shu lde  ye sp ek e  and h e r e  h e m  w ro n g  on honde;
F o r  h a l f  so  b o ld e ly  k a n  th e r  no m a n  
S w e re  and ly e n ,  a s  a  w o m m a n  kan .

A  w ys wyf s h a l ,  i f  th a t  she  k a n  h i r  good.
Be r e  h y m  on ho n d e  th a t  the  cow is  w ood , . . .

(B2. 2 2 4 -2 8 ,  231-32)

A p lo t  change  in  w h ich  th e  wife m an ag e d ,  in  the  face  of the  e v id en c e ,  

to  s a v e  h e r s e l f  and  k e e p  the  u se  of the  h u n d re d  f r a n c s  w ould  p o in t a g a in  

to  the  W ife of B ath  a s  the  o r ig in a l  t e l l e r  of the ta le .

A lso  in  c o n t r a s t  to  the  a n a lo g u e s ,  t h e r e  is  in  th e  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  

no co n d em n a tio n  of the  m e r c h a n t ' s  w ife . A lthough  th is  can  b e  ex p la in ed  

a s  b e in g  in  l in e  w ith  C h a u c e r 's  u su a l  p r a c t i c e  in  h is  c o m ic  t a l e s ,  i t  is 

s t r ik in g ly  a t  v a r i a n c e  w ith  the t a l e s  of b o th  B o c c a c c io  and  S e rc a m b i ,  

B o c c a c c io 's  t e l l e r ,  N e if i le ,  say s  in  a  k ind  of p ro lo g u e  th a t  a  w om an  

who s e l l s  h e r s e l f  d e s e r v e s  to  be b u rn e d .  In  the  ta le  w h ich  fo l lo w s , the  

lo v e r  is so a n g e r e d  by  the  w ife 's  a v a r i c e  th a t  he  b e g in s  to  h a te  h e r  and 

p la n s  the  t r i c k  a s  j u s t  v e n g ean ce  on h e r .  The t i t le  of S e r c a m b i 's  ta le
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s e t s  the  tone  fo r  i t - -  "De A v a r i t i a  e t  L u z u r i a "  - -  and the  h e ro in e  of h is  

t a le  h a s  r e g u la r ly  so ld  h e r s e l f  to  o th e r  m e n .  T h is  ta le  m a k e s  the  w ife  

a  m o r e  s p e c i f ic a l ly  ev i l  c h a r a c t e r  th an  B o c c a c c io 's  and ends w ith  the  

w o m a n  in c o r r ig ib le  and  d e te r m in e d  n e v e r  to  l e t  h e r s e l f  be  caugh t ag a in .

R o b e r t  P r a t t  e x p r e s s e d  the b e l ie f  th a t  th is  ta le  of S e rc a m b i  h a s  

b e e n  p a s s e d  o v e r  too l ig h t ly  a s  a  p o s s ib le  s o u r c e  of the S h ip m a n 's  T a l e .  ̂

W ith  C h a u c e r ' s  s im p l i f i c a t io n  of the T e s e id a  in  the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  a s  

e v id en c e  of h is  h an d lin g  of an  in d isp u ta b le  s o u r c e ,  he  p ro c e e d e d  to l i s t  

the  w a y s  in w hich  the  v e r s io n s  of S e r c a m b i  and  C h a u c e r  a g r e e ,  both  

d i f f e r in g  f r o m  B o c c a c c io 's  v e r s io n ,  a l th o u g h  i t  h a s  g e n e r a l ly  b e e n  

ta k e n  a s  the  o r ig in a l  of S e r c a m b i 's  t a le .  B r ie f ly ,  th e s e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  

a r e :  th e  g iv ing  of th e  m o n e y  on the  fo llow ing  Sunday, the  r e q u e s t  b y  the  

h u s b a n d  of the  lo a n 's  p r o m p t  re p a y m e n t ,  the  h u s b a n d 's  le av in g  on the  

n e x t  d a y ,  the  p a i r ' s  sp en d in g  the fo llow ing  Sunday n igh t to g e th e r ,  the  

h u s b a n d 's  e x p r e s s e d  s u r p r i s e  th a t  h is  w ife  f a i le d  to te l l  h im  of the 

r e t u r n  of the  lo an  and  h e r  re p ly  th a t  she  h ad  no t thought the  m o n e y  

w a s  a  lo a n .  A lthough  th e  l i s t  is  not enough to  m a k e  the c o n c lu s io n  m o r e  

th a n  te n ta t iv e ,  a s  P r a t t  s a y s ,  the  ch an g es  - - i f  th ey  a r e  ch an g es  of 

S e r c a m b i 's  t a le  - -  a r e  in  a c c o r d  bo th  w ith  C h a u c e r 's  t e m p e r  and  

w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  a s s ig n m e n t  of the  ta le :

If C h a u c e r  d e l ib e r a t e ly  gave up the  w i tn e s s in g  of the  p a y m e n t  of 
th e  m o n ey . . . , h e  e x e r c i s e d  s k i l fu l  e co n o m y  and  ten d ed  to  m a k e

^ R o b e r t  A. P r a t t ,  " C h a u c e r 's  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  and  S e r c a m b i ,  " 
M L N , V .  55 (1940), p p .  142-5.
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the m o t iv a t io n  h u m a n  r a t h e r  th an  m e c h a n ic a l .  If he  m a d e  the  m e e t in g  
of the  w ife an d  h e r  lo v e r  c la n d e s t in e  . , . , and s im p l i f ie d  the  s te p s  
le ad in g  up to  th e  m e e t in g  , . . , C h a u c e r  m ad e  t h e i r  re n d e zv o u s  
so m ew h a t c a s u a l ,  and  in te n s if ie d  th e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  of bo th  
the  lo v e r  and  th e  w ife . And f in a l ly ,  if C h a u c e r  d e c id e d  to a l lo w  the 
w ife to sp en d  th e  m o n e y  on a r r a y  an d  then  o f fe r  to  r e p a y  h e r  h u sb an d  
ab ed , the  p o e t  th e r e b y  m ad e  the  w ife  m o r e  r e a l  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re ,  and  
gave the  ta le  - - a t  f i r s t  in tended  f o r  the  Wife of B ath  - -  one of i ts  
m o s t  o r ig in a l  an d  fem in in e  to u c h e s .  ^

When we t u r n  to  C h a u c e r 's  t a l e ,  we find  the m a n n e r  of the  w ife 's  

in f id e l i ty  m o r e  sp o n tan e o u s  than  in th e  a n a lo g u e s .  W h e th e r  C h a u c e r  w as  

m od ify ing  S e r c a m b i 's  ta le  o r  not, t h e r e  w as  g r e a t  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  h im  to do 

a s  B o c c a c c io  and  S e r c a m b i  did - -  m a k e  the  w ife  a  cold and a v a r ic io u s  s c h e m 

e r ,  and  m o r a l i z e  a b o u t  h e r  in f id e li ty .  W h e th e r  su ch  w as  in  h is  s o u rc e  o r  

no t,  C h a u c e r  r e f u s e d  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  d ra w  a n  u n s y m p a th e t ic  v i l l a in e s s  

and  m o r a l i z e  ab o u t h e r ,  j u s t  a s  he  d id  in  T r o i lu s  and  C r i s e y d e . T h e r e  i s  in  

th e  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  m u c h  the s a m e  k in d  of am b ig u o u s  h an d lin g  of the  w o m an  

a s  of C r is e y d e .  T h e r e  is  a  d i f f e r e n c e  of d e g re e ,  p a r t l y  one s u s p e c ts  b e 

c a u s e  of the s m a l l e r  c o m p a s s  of the  w o rk ,  bu t it  is  s c a r c e l y  a  d i f f e r e n c e  

in  k ind . The C r i s e i d a  of II F i l o s t r a t o  is  a lm o s t  a s  co ld  and  w an ton  a s  

the  h e r o in e  of S e r c a m b i 's  ta le .  C r i s e y d e  d i f f e r s  f r o m  h e r  indub itab le  

m o d e l  in  m u ch  th e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  P r a t t  s u g g e s ts  th a t  the  w ife  in  the 

S h ip m a n 's  T a le  d i f f e r s  f r o m  the S e r c a m b i  ana lo g u e .

The p o in t  th a t  C h a u c e r  e f fe c te d  an y  r e a l  l ig h ten in g  of the c h a r a c t e r  

of the  w ife  w ould  be  r e j e c te d  by  m an y . R oot spoke f o r  m a n y  in  h is  s t r i c 

t u r e s  on the  t a le :

^Pratt ,  pp.  144 -5 .
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Though m u ch  m o r e  d e l ic a te  than  the  t a l e s  of the  M il le r  and the 
R eev e ,  the ta le  of the  S h ipm an is  e s s e n t i a l l y  m o r e  im m o r a l .  Hende 
N ich o las  r e c e iv e s  a r ig h te o u s  r e t r ib u t io n  fo r  h is  d e e d s ;  and the 
two C am b rid g e  s tu d e n ts  have  a t  l e a s t  a  c e r t a in  p ro v o c a t io n  fo r  
t h e i r s .  The m onk , Dan John , is  f a l s e  no t only  to h is  p ro f e s s io n s  
as  a m a n  of God, b u t  v io la te s  a ls o  the  s a c r e d  law s of h o s p i ta l i ty  
and of com m on  g ra t i tu d e  . . . .  The  s t o r y  ends  w ith  the  laugh 
a l l  on h is  s id e .  T he  m o r a l  of the  ta le  s e e m s  to b e ,  a s  M r .  Snell 
has  put it , ' th a t  a d u l t e r y  is  a v e r y  a m u s in g  and p ro f i ta b le  gam e, 
p ro v id e d  th a t  i t  i s  no t found out. ' The in t r ig u e  i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  a 
c l e v e r  one, the a c t o r s  a r e  c l e a r ly  c h a r a c t e r i z e d ,  and  the n a r r a 
tive  is  w e ll  co nduc ted ; bu t n e i th e r  the  in t r ig u e ,  n o r  the  a r t  of the 
ta le ,  is  b r i l l i a n t  enough to b lind  u s ,  ev en  p a r t i a l ly ,  to the d i s a g r e e 
ab le  p ic tu re  of t r e a c h e r y  and lu s t .  1

B e c a u se  th is  h a s  b e e n  a t r a d i t io n a l  v iew , one m a y  h e s i t a t e  b e fo re  opposing

it .  But th e r e  a r e  o b je c t io n s  w hich  m a y  be r a i s e d  to i t .

In the  f i r s t  p la c e ,  hen d e  N ich o las  m a y  h ave  r e c e iv e d  'a  r ig h teo u s  

r e t r ib u t io n ,  ' but th e r e  i s  no ev idence  th a t  th e  w ife  d id . The q u es t io n  

of ' r ig h te o u s  r e t r ib u t io n '  h a s  l i t t le  to do w ith  the  fab liau ,  a s  a  g e n re  

w h ich  m anque  de m e  ta  p h y s iq u e . T h is  does  n o t  m e a n  th a t  the  c r i t i c s  

m a y  not h ave  a  le g i t im a te  r e a s o n  fo r  t h e i r  fe e l in g s  of r e p u ls io n ;  it s im p ly  

m e a n s  th a t  to r e q u i r e  'r ig h te o u s  r e t r ib u t io n '  o r  a  m o r a l  f r o m  the  fa b l ia u  

is to r e q u i r e  of i t  w hat it la c k s  by i t s  v e r y  d e f in i t io n .  As a  m a t t e r  of 

f a c t ,  C h a u c e r  h a s  m a d e  it  a  m o re  s u c c e s s f u l  ta le  th an  the  an a lo g u e s ,  

h o w e v e r  it  m ay  s u f f e r  b y  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  h is  b e s t  fab liau x .

A  second  o b je c t io n  to the  v iew  e x p r e s s e d  by  R oot, a s  w e l l  a s  

o th e r s ,  is  in  the fu n d a m e n ta l  re a d in g  of the ta le  i t s e l f .  It does  not 

s e e m  t r u e  th a t  " the  s t o r y  ends  w ith  the  lau g h  a l l  on [ t h ^  s id e "  of Dan

^R. K. Root, T he  P o e t r y  of C h a u c e r  (Rev. E d . ; P e t e r  S m ith ; 
G lo u c e s te r ,  M a s s . , 1957), p. 189.
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Jo h n . In th e  a n a lo g u e s ,  th e  c l e v e r n e s s  of the  lo v e r  and the  dup ing  of 

the  w ife  f o r m  the  c e n t r a l  f e a tu r e .  But in the  S h ip m a n 's  T a l e , a s  G e rm a in e  

D e m p s te r  h a s  p o in ted  ou t, the  " b a s ic  i r o n y  of the  ta le  ^ is  th a t  of] a  

h u sb an d  len d in g  m o n ey  th a t  w i l l  be  u s e d  to  buy  the  f a v o rs  of h i s  w ife .

In c o n t r a s t  to the  a n a lo g u e s ,  the  ta le  g o es  on f o r  s o m e  t im e  a f t e r  the  

d e p a r tu r e  f r o m  it  of the  t r i c k s t e r .  U nlike the  a n a lo g u e s ,  D an  J o h n  is  

no t e v en  p r e s e n t  to  w i tn e s s  the  w ife 's  d i s c o m f i tu r e  a t  h is  t r i c k ;  r a t h e r ,

" th e  la u g h "  is  n e i t h e r  on  h i s  s id e  n o r  d o es  i t  even  c o n c e rn  h im .  It is  

r a t h e r  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  a  b i t  of h u m o ro u s  b y p la y  b e tw ee n  th e  m e r c h a n t  

and  h is  w ife . A lthough  th e  s to r y  m u s t  le a v e  a  r e a d e r  w ith  n ag g in g  r e s e r 

v a t io n s  in  h is  m in d  ab o u t the  to ta l  e f fe c t  of the  t a l e ,  s u r e l y  it  is  too  

s t r o n g  to  c a l l  i t  "a  d i s a g r e e a b le  s to r y  of t r e a c h e r y  and  lu s t .  " T h is  is  

th e  p i c tu r e  in  the  a n a lo g u e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  to u ch es  w h ich  do 

te n d , if n o t  c o m p le te ly  to  r e m o v e  the  d i s a g r e e a b le n e s s  of the  p i c tu r e ,  

a t  l e a s t  to  l ig h te n  i t  c o n s id e ra b ly .  A  b r i e f  c o m p a r i s o n  w ith  th e  a n a lo g u e s  

shou ld  h e lp  to  m a k e  th is  c l e a r .

B o c c a c c io  b e g in s  h is  f i r s t  t a le  of th e  e igh th  day  w ith  a  s h o r t  

in t r o d u c t io n  by  N e if i le .  B e c a u s e  of the  in h e r e n t  n a tu r e  of s u c h  a  s to r y  

of doub le  d e c e i t  - -  of a  w ife  d ece iv in g  h e r  h u sb an d  and a  l o v e r  d e ce iv in g  

h i s  m i s t r e s s  - -  B o c c a c c io  h a s  N e if i le  s a y  th a t  she  te l l s  the  s t o r y  w ith 

a  m o r a l  p u rp o s e  - -  a s  a  w a rn in g  to w o m en . T h is  na ive  s u b te r f u g e  is

^ G e rm a in e  D e m p s te r ,  D r a m a t ic  I ro n y  in  C h a u c e r , (S tan fo rd  
Univ. P r e s s :  1932; r e p .  H u m a n i t ie s  P r e s s ,  New Y ork, 1959), p . 39.
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qu ite  co m m o n  to the  t e l l e r s  of baw dy t a l e s  in  the  M iddle  A g e s ,  b u t  it 

is  one w h ich  C h a u c e r  w il l  not a llow  h im s e l f ,  ev en  w hen he  is  t ro u b led  

a b o u t  a  t a l e ' s  p o s s ib le  r e c e p t io n  (as h e  o b v io u s ly  is  in h is  in tro d u c t io n  

to  the  M i l l e r ' s  T a l e ) . T he  ta le  w hich  fo llow s  the p r e f a c e  f i t s  it f a i r ly  

w e l l .  T he  w o m an  is  show n to be  c o m p le te ly  m e r c e n a r y ;  a n d  the  love 

of the  s o ld i e r ,  G u lfa rd o ,  tu rn s  to h a te  and  r ig h teo u s  in d ig n a tio n  when 

he  l e a r n s  the  t r u e  n a tu r e  of the w o m an  f o r  w hom  he  h a s  n u r s e d  h is  

c o u r t ly  p a s s io n .  G u lfa rd o  is a  fe llow  qu ite  un like  Dan J o h n ;  he  is  a 

good s o ld ie r ,  s to u t  and lo y a l;  i t  is  b e c a u s e  he is  su ch  a  m a n  of good 

c h a r a c t e r  th a t  he  g e ts  th e  lo an  f r o m  the  h u sb an d  so  r e a d i ly .  He is 

g u i le fu l  only  in th e  c a u s e  of r ig h te o u s  v e n g e a n c e  on the m e r c e n a r y  w o

m a n .  S e r c a m b i 's  h e r o  is a  G e rm a n  s o ld i e r  a l s o ,  b u t  u n lik e  G u lfa rdo  

h e  c o m e s  to  the  w o m an  b e c a u s e  he h a s  h e a r d  th a t  she  is  in c l in e d  to 

s e l l  h e r s e l f .  He is  pu t off no t by  the  f a c t  th a t  she  s e l l s  h e r s e l f ,  bu t 

by  h e r  p r i c e ,  w h ich  show s h e r  to be a v a r i c io u s  (in k e ep in g  w ith  the 

t i t l e  of th e  s to r y ,  "De A v a r i t i a  e t L u z u r ia " ) .

W hen we tu r n  to  Dan John , we find  a  qu ite  d i f f e r e n t  m an . In 

th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  of c o u r s e ,  he  is  no lo n g e r  a  s o ld ie r ,  b u t  i s  now a c l e r ic .  

T h is  is  q u ite  in k e e p in g  w ith  the  new  c h a r a c t e r  g iven  h im ,  the  c ra f ty  

c l e r i c  up to  no good b e in g  a  s to ck  m e m b e r  of the f a b l ia u  t r i a n g le .  H is  

a c t io n s  once  he h a s  d e c e iv e d  h is  w ay  into the  h o u seh o ld  a r e  in  k eep ing  

w ith  the  a d v ice  g iven  to  L 'A m an t in the R o m a n  de la  R o se  to ga in  the 

f a v o r  of th o se  a ro u n d  th e  lad y  by  m e a n s  of g if ts ;
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F r e e  w as  davin Jo h n ,  and  n a m e ly  of d is p e n c e .
A s in  th a t  h o u s ,  and  ful of d i l ig en ce  
To doon p le sa u n c e ,  and  a l s o  g r e e t  c o s ta g e .
He noght fo r g a t  to yev e  the  l e e s t e  page  
In a l  th a t  ho u s ; bu t a f t e r  h i r  d e g re e ,
He yaf the  lo r d ,  an d  s i t th e  a l  h is  m e y n e e .
W han th a t  he  d a m , s o m  m a n e  re  h o n e s te  thynge;
F o r  w hich  they  w e r e  a s  g lad  of h is  com yng 
As fow el is fayne  w h a t th a t  the sonne up r i s e th .

(B2. 1233-41)

In keep ing  w ith  h is  k in sh ip  w ith  h en d e  N ic h o la s ,  Dan Jo h n  is  

a lw ay s  a t  hand , m an ag in g  the  a f f a i r  to w a rd  h i s  p r e d e t e r m in e d  c o n c lu s io n .  

B e c a u s e  he  does ta k e  a m o r e  a c t iv e ,  and a  m u c h  m o r e  cy n ica l ,  r o le ,  he 

s e r v e s  to m a k e  the  w ife  m o r e  p a s s iv e  in th e  w hole  a f fa i r .  He h a s  c o r r e c t l y  

r e a d  h e r  c h a r a c t e r  and he  g ives  h e r  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to r e v e a l  h e r s e l f  

e a s i ly .

"B ut d e e r e  n e c e ,  why be ye so  p a le ?
I t ro w e ,  c e r t e s ,  th a t  o u re  goode m an  
H ath  yow la b o u re d  s i th  the  nyght b igan .
T h a t  yow w e r e  n ed e  to  r e s t e n  h a s t i ly .  "

(B2. 1296-99)

W hen she  h e s i t a t e s  a g a in ,  he  te l l s  h e r  the  w ho le  s to r y  of h is  g u i le fu l - 

n e s s  :

"He is  na  m o o re  c o sy n  unto m e
T h an  is  th is  l e e f  th a t  h a n g e th  on the t r e e  !
I c lep e  h u m  so , by  S e in t Denys of F r a u n c e ,
To hav e  the  m o o re  c a u s e  of aq u ey n tau n ce  
Of Yow, w hich  I h a v e  loved  s p e c ia l ly  
A boven a l le  w o m m e n , s ik e r ly .  "

(B2. 1339-44)

The c h a r a c t e r  of Dan Jo h n ,  then , s e r v e s  to  tak e  the  e m p h a s is  aw ay  f r o m  

the  w o m a n 's  w a y w a rd n e s s .  L ig h t  she  i s ,  b u t  i t  i s  a  l ig h tn e s s  in m u ch  

c o n t r a s t  to the  d a r k  p ic tu r e s  in  the  a n a lo g u e s .



343

T h e re  a r e  a l s o  so m e  r a t h e r  s ig n if ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  the 

h u sb an d  in the S h ip m a n 's  T a le  and  th o se  in  the  a n a lo g u e s ,  o r  p e rh a p s  

it would be m o re  a c c u r a t e  to say ,  so m e  ad d it io n s .  A lthough  B o c c a c c io 's  

m e r c h a n t  is  n a m e d  a s  C h a u c e r 's  is not, the  f o r m e r  is  l i t t l e  m o re  than  

a  n a m e ,  G u a s p a r ru o l  C a g a t ra c c io .  We l e a r n  only the  b a r e s t  d e ta i ls  of 

h im  - - t h a t  he  is  a  r ic h  m e r c h a n t  and  is  m u ch  the  a c q u a in ta n c e  and f r ie n d  

of the  s o ld ie r ,  G u lfa rd o . S e r c a m b i 's  h u sb an d ,  P i e r o s s o ,  is  a b a n k e r  

and  m e r c h a n t  who m a k e s  a  b u s in e s s  of lend ing  m o n ey , e s p e c ia l ly  to 

fo re ig n  s o ld ie r s ;  the  loan  is  thus ex p la in ed  w ithou t a n y  r e f e r e n c e  to the  

f r ie n d s h ip  of h u sb an d  and lo v e r .  C h a u c e r 's  m e r c h a n t  is  m o r e  subtly  

d raw n .

As m en tio n e d ,  the  w ife  in the  ta le  l i s t s  s ix  q u a l i t ie s  w hich  w om en

m o s t  d e s i r e  in  a  m an :

They wolde th a t  h i r  h o u sb o n d es  sho lde  be 
H a rd y , and w is e ,  and r ic h e ,  and th e r to  f r e e .
And buxom  unto h is  wyf, and  f r e s s h  abedde .

(B2, 1365-67)

In the  c o u rs e  of th e  ta le ,  he  show s h im s e l f  to be a l l  of th e s e  th ings w ith  

the  p o s s ib le  e x cep tio n  of " h a rd y ,  " though th is  w ould  s e e m  to  follow f r o m  

the  v e r y  cond itions  of h is  p r o f e s s io n  a t  th a t  t im e .  H is  w e a l th  en ab les  

h im  to lend  the m o n ey  to  Dan Jo h n ; h is  l i b e r a l i t y  is  show n in  m ak ing  the  

loan ; and the  o th e r  q u a l i t ie s  a r e  m a n if e s t ly  ev id en t  in  the  sce n e  w ith  h is  

w ife  a t the end of the  ta le .  M any fa b l ia u  h u sb a n d s ,  h o w e v e r ,  have  a  

f a ta l  flaw , and  th is  one is  no ex cep tio n .  With m any , i t  is  je a lo u sy  w hich  

d r iv e s  th e m  a lm o s t  out of th e i r  w its .  W ith th is  h u sb an d ,  i t  is  a p r id e
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of f a m i ly  w h ich  c a u s e s  h im  to  f a i l  of h is  u s u a l  c au tio n ,  fo r  it

a l lo w s  Dan J o h n 's  e n t r a c e  in to  the  h o u se h o ld  on t e r m s  of

g r e a t e s t  f a m i l i a r i t y :

T h e  m o n k  h y m  c la y m e th  a s  fo r  c o sy n a g e ;
And he agay n , he  s e i th  n a t  ones  nay ,
B u t w as  a s  g lad  th e r o f  a s  fow el of day;
F o r  to h is  h e r t e  it  w as  a  g r e e t  p le s a u n c e .

(B2. 1226-29)

A lb e r t  H. S i lv e r m a n  h a s  w r i t t e n  an  im p o r ta n t  e s s a y  on the  S h ip -

m a n 's  T a le  w hich  a d d r e s s e s  i t s e l f  to th e  q u e s t io n  of the  s ig n i f ic a n c e  of

one of th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  of the  ch an g es  m a d e  by  C h a u c e r  in  the  s to r y .

A lthough  he  h a s  r e p o r t e d  the  fa c ts  and g iv en  s o m e  in s ig h ts  in to  the  ta le ,

h i s  a n a ly s i s  of the  e f fe c t  and  in ten tion  of th e  t a le  is  so  opposed  to the

re a d in g  to b e  o f fe re d  h e r e  th a t  a b r i e f  c o n s id e r a t io n  of h is  p o s i t io n  s e e m s

o b l ig a to ry .  In the  f i r s t  p la c e ,  in d i s c u s s in g  th e  g e n t le r  t r e a t m e n t  w hich

so m e  c r i t i c s  s in c e  T a t lo c k ,  su ch  a s  S p a rg o  an d  S ti l lw e ll ,  h a v e  g iven

the  t a l e ,  he  s t a t e s .

B oth  S p a rg o  and  S ti l lw e l l ,  I th ink , a r e  d is p o se d  to  n e g le c t  the  
l e s s  u s u a l  c y n ic a l  s id e  of C h a u c e r ,  and  th e i r  in c l in a t io n  h a s ,  in 
m y  ju d g m e n t ,  r e s u l t e d  in  t h e i r  o v e r lo o k in g  s e v e r a l  s ig n if ic a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  C h a u c e r 's  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  and  the  o th e r  
'L o v e r ' s  G ift R e g a in e d '  fab liau x . M o r e o v e r .  . . t h e s e  d i f f e r 
e n c e s  tend  in  the  d i r e c t io n  of an  in c r e a s in g  s a r d o n ic i s m  r a t h e r  
th an , a s  th e s e  c r i t i c s  im p ly , to w a rd  the  m e llo w in g  of a  s o r d id  
ta l e .  ^

T h is  i s  a  re a d in g  a k in  to R o o t 's  and one w h ich  s e e m s  m is ta k e n .

^A lb e r t  H. S i lv e r m a n ,  "Sex and M oney  in C h a u c e r 's  S h ip 
m a n 's  T a l e , "  PQ , v. 32 (1953), p. 329.
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S i lv e r m a n  th en  goes  on, now m o r e  c o r r e c t l y  i t  s e e m s ,  to  i n t e r 

p r e t  the  l a s t  l in e s  a s  invo lv ing  a  pun.

T h u s  en d e th  now m y  t a le ,  and god us sen d e  
T a i l ly n g e  ynough unto o u re  ly v es  ende . A m en .

(B2. 1623-24)

T h e r e  is  a  good p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  the ' t a i l ly n g e '  w hich  the S h ip m an  p r a y s

f o r  i s  no t on ly  ' ta l ly in g '  in  m o n ey  m a t t e r s  b u t  a l s o  in s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e .

T h is  p o s s ib i l i ty ,  though i t  h a s  b e e n  d en ied ,^  is  r e in fo r c e d  by the  l e s s

d is p u ta b le  pun s o m e  l in e s  e a r l i e r  w hen  the  w ife  t e l l s  h e r  h u sb an d ,

I a m  y o u re  wyf; s c o r e  it upon m y  t a i l l e .
And I s h a l  paye  a s  soone  a s  e v e r  I m a y .

(B2. 1606-7)

A s m e n tio n e d  b e f o r e ,  th is  end ing  is one of the  b ig  d i f f e r e n c e s

b e tw e e n  the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  and the  a n a lo g u e s .  In the  a n a lo g u e s ,  the

w ife  s t i l l  h a s  the  m o n ey  and  the h u m o r  l i e s  in  h e r  h av ing  to  g ive  i t  up

to h e r  h u sb a n d .  S i lv e r m a n  is  a lso  q u ite  c o r r e c t  w hen he s t a t e s .

F a r  f r o m  s im p lify in g  the  n a r r a t i v e  of the  'L o v e r ' s  G ift R eg a in e d ,  ' 
a s  S p a rg o  h a s  s u g g e s te d ,  C h a u c e r  h a s  ad d ed  a n o th e r  s ig n if ic a n t  
p lo t  e le m e n t .  ^

B u t h e  s e e m s  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  m is ta k e n  w hen  he s t a t e s  the  s ig n if ic a n c e

of th i s  a d d ed  p lo t  e le m e n t :

If th e  puns a t  the  end  of the  ta le  invo lv ing  the  double e n te n d r e  of 
m o n e y  and  s e x  r e a l ly  ho ld , they  e x p r e s s  w ith  a p ic a l  c o n c is io n

^ R o b e r t  A. C a ld w e ll ,  " C h a u c e r 's  'T a i l ly n g e  Ynough, ' B2. 1624 
(ShT, 434), " M L N , v, 55 (1940), pp. 2 6 2 -5 .

2
S i l v e r m a n ,  p. 330.
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the ch ie f  i ro n ic  po in t of the  S h ip m an 's  T a l e : the  c o m m e r c i a l i z a 
t io n  of the  m a r r i a g e  r e la t io n s h ip .^

Long ago , L o u n s b u ry  m a d e  a  c o m m en t  abou t C h a u c e r 's  p r a c t i c e  in th e se

m a t t e r s  w h ich  s t i l l  s e e m s  sound:

T h e r e  i s  abou t the m o s t  o b jec t io n ab le  of h is  s t o r i e s  noth ing  of th a t  
s t e a m y  l ic e n t io u s  a tm o s p h e r e  w hich e n e r v a te s  the  m o r a l  s e n s e ,  
even  if it  does  no t d i r e c t l y  s t im u la te  the  p a s s io n s .  . . . th e  i n t e r 
e s t  of the  s to r y  as  s to r y  does  not d ep en d  upon the  s in  th a t  e n t e r s  
into  i t .  T h a t  m a y  be  e s s e n t i a l  to i ts  d e v e lo p m en t .  It is  no t, h o w 
e v e r ,  the  po in t to w h ich  the a t ten t io n  is s u p r e m e ly  d i r e c t ly .  O r d in 
a r i l y  i t  is  in  t ru th  l i t t l e  m o r e  than an  in c id e n t .  ^

As a  m a t t e r  of fa c t ,  in  o p p o s it io n  to S i l v e r m a n 's  v iew , the w hole  of the  

b e d ro o m  s c e n e  s e e m s  r a t h e r  to be d e s ig n e d  to r e p r e s e n t  th is  a s  a  m a r 

r ia g e  s t r o n g e r  than  the  w i fe 's  c o m m e r c ia l  i n s t in c t s .  T h is  is a d m i t te d ly  

a  d if f icu l t  p o in t  to d e m o n s t r a t e ,  but an  e x a m in a t io n  of the  n a tu r e  of the  

m a r r i a g e  d e p ic ted  shou ld , w ith  the e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s io n  of the  P a r s o n ' s  

T a le  and  th e  S econd  N u n 's  T a l e , h e lp  to  shed  l ig h t  on the  s u b je c t  of 

C h a u c e r  and m a r r i a g e .

In the  beg inn ing  of the  ta le ,  the  w ife is d e s c r ib e d  a s  not only  

"of e x c e l le n t  b e a u te e ,  " bu t "co m p a ig n ab le  and  r e v e lo u s .  " She is  ju s t  

the  s o r t ,  th a t  i s ,  to a t t r a c t  a  c le v e r  m a n a g e r  l ik e  Dan Jo h n . W h e re a s  

in  B o c c a c c io 's  ta le  it is  a  c o u r t ly  p a s s io n  w h ich  the  s o ld ie r  f e e ls  fo r  

the la d y  and w h e r e a s  in  S e r c a m b i 's  i t  is  a  s im p le  b u s in e s s  d e a l ,  the

^Ib id . , p. 329.

2
T h o m as  R. L o u n s b u ry ,  S tudies  in C h a u c e r , (H a rp e r  & B r o s . :

N. Y. , 1892), III, p. 357.
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a f f a i r  in  the  S h ip m an 's  T a le  is  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  e i th e r .  T h e r e  is  no ev id en c e

th a t  C h a u c e r 's  h e ro in e  m a k e s  a  h a b i t  of s e l l in g  h e r  f a v o rs  a s  S e r c a m b i 's

d o e s ;  and  n e i th e r  is  D an Jo h n , a s  B o c c a c c io 's  h e r o  i s ,  the  s o r t  to  be

r ig h te o u s ly  indignan t th a t  th e  w o m an  w an ts  m o n ey . On the c o n t r a r y  th is

p r e s e n t s  h im  with j u s t  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  he h a s  b e e n  aw aiting . He r e v e a l s

a s  m u c h  to the wife:

He is  n a m o o re  co sy n  unto  m e
T h an  is  th is  le e f  th a t  h a n g e th  on the t r e e !
I c lepe  hy m  so, b y  S e in t  D enys of F r a u n c e ,
To h av e  the  m o o re  c a u s e  of aqueyn taunce  
Of yow, w hich I h a v e  loved  sp e c ia l ly  
A boven  a l le  w o m m en , s ik k e r ly .

(B2, 1339-44)

H is  su b se q u e n t  t r i c k  r e v e a ls  the t r u e  n a t u r e  of th is  d eep  love  of 

h i s ,  b u t  th e re  s e e m s  no r e a s o n  to doubt h is  s t a t e m e n t  abou t h is  r e a s o n  

f o r  c la im in g  the h u sb an d  a s  h is  cous in . T h is  is  one d e ta i l  to m ak e  the  

ta i l  l e s s  so rd id  than  th e  a n a lo g u e s .  By hav in g  th e  w ife  a  h a b i tu a l  p r o s 

t i tu te  and  the lo v e r ' s  in d ig n a tio n  s im p ly  a  m a t t e r  of the  p r i c e ,  S e r c a m b i  

m a k e s  h is  ta le  the m o s t  s o rd id  of the th r e e ;  b u t  B o cc a cc io  d a rk e n s  h is  

ta i l  a l s o ,  by b r in g in g  in  c o u r t ly  love . The w o m a n 's  r e q u e s t  fo r  m o n e y  

is  a  b e t r a y a l  of the p u r e  c o u r t ly  p a s s io n  of the  h e r o  and as  su ch  m a k e s  

i t  a  s o r d id  s to ry  of t r e a s o n  and re v e n g e .  C h a u c e r 's  h e ro in e  is  n e i t h e r  

a  fa m o u s  p ro s t i tu te  n o r  the  b e t r a y e r  of a  p u re  p a s s io n .  T h is  is  one 

w ay  h e  h a s  m ade  the s t o r y  l ig h te r .

A n o th e r  w ay h e  h a s  ch o sen ,  though n o t  so  s u c c e s s fu l ly  th is  t im e ,  

is  by  expanding the  c h a r a c t e r  of the  h u sb an d . W h e re a s  the  h u sb an d  is
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a shadow y  f ig u re  in  the  a n a lo g u e s ,  in the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  h e  is  a s  r e a l  

a s  the  two o th e r  m e m b e r s  of the  t r i a n g le .  A lthough  he  is  not m a d e  a s  

r id ic u lo u s  a s  the h u sb an d  in  e i t h e r  the  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  o r  the  R e e v e 's  T a l e , 

t h e r e  is  so m e  a t te m p t  to  m a k e  h im  a  co m ic  f ig u r e .  In the  f i r s t  p la c e ,

he is  to ta l ly  a b s o r b e d  in  h is  b u s in e s s  a t  the  w ro n g  t im e .  He is  in t ro d u c e d

as  r i c h ,  " f o r  w hich  m e n  h e ld e  h y m  w ys. " (BZ. 1192) T h is  w is d o m  is

n o t m u c h  in  ev id en c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  un til  the  f in a l  s c e n e ,  w hen  he  is  w ise

enough no t p u r s u e  the  m a t t e r  of the  m oney . H is  g r e a t e s t  fo l ly  c o m e s  in 

h is  y ie ld in g  to Dan J o h n 's  c l a im  th a t  th ey  a r e  r e l a t e d :

The m o n k  h y m  c la y m e th  a s  f o r  co sy n ag e ;
And he  agayn , he s e i th  n a t  ones  nay .
But w as  a s  g lad  th e ro f  a s  fow el of day. . . .

(BZ. 1ZZ6-Z8)

T h ro u g h o u t the  t a l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e s e  to u c h e s  of r id i c u lo u s n e s s  in  

h is  c h a r a c t e r  s e e m  too m i ld  to  m ak e  h im  a  t r u e  c o m ic  h u sb an d ,  d e s e r v in g  

h is  c u c k o ld ry  in the  m a n n e r  of the  h u sb an d s  in  the  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  and  the  

R e e v e 's  T a l e . A s do h is  o th e r  f a u l t s ,  h is  a c c e p t in g  the  m o n k 's  c la im  

of t h e i r  k in s h ip  s e e m s  a  v e r y  m ild  w e a k n e s s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  a l though  

a s  G a r d in e r  S t i l lw e l l  h a s  p o in ted  out, h is  s e r i o u s n e s s  d o es  m a k e  h im  

r a t h e r  p o m p o u s  and co m ic ,   ̂ i t  h a r d ly  m a k e s  h im  r id ic u lo u s  enough to 

m a k e  h is  c u c k o ld ry  r e a d i ly  p a la t a b le .  A s a  m a t t e r  of fa c t ,  a s  w ith  h i s  

o th e r  f a u l t s ,  th is  fa u l t  of b e in g  o v e r ly  s e r io u s  i s  m i t ig a te d .  In a  long

^ G a rd in e r  S ti l lw e ll ,  " C h a u c e r 's  'Sad M e r c h a n t ,  ' "  R E S , v. ZO 
(1944), pp. 1-18.
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s p e e c h  to h is  w ife , the  m e r c h a n t  is enab led  to  de fend  h is  p re o c c u p a t io n

w ith  h is  b u s in e s s .

'Wyf, ' quod th is  m a n ,  ' l i t e l  k a n s to w  devyne 
T he  c u r io u s  b i s y n e s s e  th a t  we h ave .
F o r  of us  ch ap m e n ,  a l s o  God m e  s a v e .
And by  th a t  lo r d  th a t  c lep id  is  Se in t Yve,
S c a r s ly  a m o n g e s  tw e lve  tw eye  shu l th ry v e  
C o n tin u e lly ,  la s ty n g e  unto  o u re  age .

(B2. 1414-19)

A lthough  h is  ten d in g  to  one b u s in e s s  w h ile  h i s  w ife  ten d s  to  quite  a n o th e r

one d o e s  m a k e  h im  so m ew h a t  c o m ic ,  " the  t r e a tm e n t  is  d e l ic a te ly  i r o n ic

1 Er a t h e r  th a n  s h a r p ly  s a t i r i c .  " L ike  h is  ag e ,  h is  b u s in e s s  is no t a

b a r r i e r  to  s a t i s fy in g  h is  w i f e 's  d e m an d s  w hen  he  fe e ls  the  p r o p e r  t im e

h a s  co m e .

Of the  t h r e e  t r e a t m e n t s  of the  s to r y ,  th e  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  is  the  

only  one in  w hich  the  w ife do es  not g ive up th e  m o n ey . In the two a n a lo g u e s ,  

the  w iv e s  h a v e  no a p p a r e n t  p r e s s i n g  n eed  f o r  the  m oney . It i s  a v a r i c e  

w h ich  im p e ls  th em . In the  S h ip m a n 's  T a l e , h o w e v e r ,  th e r e  s e e m s  no 

r e a s o n  to doub t th a t  the  w ife h a s  indeed  a  d e b t  to  pay  and  h a s  a l r e a d y  

p a id  i t  w hen  h e r  h u sb an d  m e n t io n s  the m o n ey .

T he S h ip m a n 's  T a le  ends  w ith  a  f in a l  s c e n e  w h ich  h a s  no c o u n t e r 

p a r t  in  th e  a n a lo g u e s .  Indeed , su ch  a  s c e n e  cou ld  not h av e  p la c e  in

^Ib id . , p. 1.

2
In d i s c u s s in g  the  " f ig u re  of the  ag ed  o r  fe e b le  lo v e r ,  " R o b in so n  

p u ts  the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  in  th e  t r a d i t io n .  In l ig h t  of h is  l a t e r  a c t io n s ,  
i t  is  d if f icu l t  to  s a y  how  m u c h  w e igh t should  be  g iven  to  the  m o n k 's  
p o s s ib le  r e f e r e n c e  to  h im  a s  "an  old a p p a l le d  w igh t.  " (BE. 129E)
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the  o th e r  t a le s  due to t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  in ten tio n .  T h is  s c e n e  do es  a s  m u ch  

a s  is  p o s s ib le  w ith  th is  s to r y  to m ake  it l i g h te r .  R a th e r  th an  fo c u s s in g  

on " the  c o m m e r c i a l iz a t io n  of the  m a r r i a g e  re la t io n s h ip ,  " it  g iv e s  an  

in t im a te  g l im p se  of the  e a s y  give and take  w h ich  E i le e n  P o w e r  s a y s  p r o b a 

b ly  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a c tu a l  m a r r i a g e s  am ong  the  co m m o n  p eo p le .   ̂ G iven 

th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  the  w ife  w il l  p ro b a b ly  fa l l  a g a in ,  fo r  th is  is  w ha t fab l ia u  

w iv e s  so  o ften  do; bu t t h e r e  is in th is  ta le  w ha t is so d if f icu l t  to  find  in 

p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e  of th e  p e r io d ,  a  p ic tu r e  of a  m a r r i a g e  s t r o n g e r  than  

th e  w e a k n e s s e s  of the  m a n  and w ife . At t im e s  she m a y  be w e a k  and  he 

m a y  be b lind , bu t th ey  h a v e  a  c a m a r a d e r i e  w hich  is  e x t r e m e l y  r a r e  in 

a  c o m ic  ta le .  T he  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  ends  w ith  the  h u sb an d  m a d e  r id ic u lo u s  

b e f o r e  h is  n e ig h b o rs .  T he  M e r c h a n t 's  T a le  ends w ith  a  b ig g e r  fool 

m a d e  of fo o l ish  J a n u a r y .  The R e e v e 's  T a le  ends w ith  th e  s o c ia l  p r e 

te n s io n s  of Symkyn an d  h is  wife a t  an  end. If the M i l l e r ' s  T a le  and  the 

R e e v e 's  T a le  b o th e r  us  l e s s  - -  and they  do - -  th is  h a s  l e s s  to  do w ith  

th e  m o r a l i ty  e x p r e s s e d  th an  i t  does  w ith  the  c h a r a c t e r s  invo lved .

What t r o u b le s  m a n y  r e a d e r s  abou t th e  ta le  is p ro b a b ly  no t th a t  

D an Jo h n  goes s c o t - f r e e ,  fo r  m an y  fa b l ia u  h e r o e s  t r i c k  and  go f r e e  to 

t r i c k  a g a in .  The t r i c k  p lay ed  on the w ife  shou ld  put off no one, f o r  fab l ia u

^E ileen  P o w e r s ,  "T he  P o s i t io n  of W om en, " The L e g a c y  of the 
M iddle  A g e s ,  ed. , C. G. C ru m p  and E . F .  J a c o b ,  (O xford , 1932),
11. 4 0 1 -3 3 .  " C e r t a in ly  m e d ie v a l  r e c o r d s  a s  a  w hole  show  a  c a m a 
r a d e r i e  b e tw ee n  h u sb a n d  and  wife w hich  c o n t r a s t s  r e m a r k a b ly  bo th  
w ith  the  p ic tu re  of w o m a n  in su b jec t io n  w h ich  the  C h u rc h  d e l ig h te d  to 
d ra w  and w ith  th a t  of th e  w o rsh ip p e d  la d y  of c h iv a l ry .  " p. 416.
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w iv es  a r e  the  s ec o n d  f a v o r i t e  t a r g e t  of the  t r i c k s  of c le v e r  m o n k s .

W hat t ro u b le s  m o s t  abou t the  ta le  m u s t  be the  h u sb an d .

The m e r c h a n t  of S a in t D enis  is  m a d e  r e a l  enough to  get the  r e a d e r ' s

i n t e r e s t ,  bu t he  is  no t m a d e  r id ic u lo u s  enough to g a in  o u r  a s s e n t  to  h is

b e in g  t r i c k e d  w ith  im p u n ity .  The h u sb an d s  in  the t a le s  of the M il le r ,

and R e e v e ,  and M e r c h a n t  a l l  s e e m  to be g e t t in g  w h a t  is com ing to th e m ,

b u t  the  c a s e  of the m e r c h a n t  s e e m s  d i f f e r e n t .  G ra n te d  th a t  i t  is  h is

own fa u l t  th a t  the  m o n k  h a s  su ch  e a s y  a c c e s s  to  the  h o u s e  and h e n ce  to

h is  w ife , the  q u a l i t ie s  w h ich  he d is p la y s  in  the f in a l  s c e n e  m a k e  h im  too

h u m a n  and  too l ik e a b le .  A lthough R o b inson  p u ts  h im  in  the  t r a d i t io n  of

the  "ag ed  o r  fe eb le  l o v e r ,  " he  s c a r c e l y  f i t s  :

H is  wyf fu l re d y  m e t te  h y m  a t te  ga te .
As she  w as  wont of oold u sag e  a lg a te .
And a l  th a t  nyght th e y  b i s e t t e  . . . .

(B2, 1563-65)

T he S h ip m a n 's  T a le  i s  no t a  p e r f e c t ly  r e a l i z e d  t a l e .  As a  c o m ic  

fa b liau ,  i t  f a i l s  b e c a u s e  the  n e c e s s a r y  c o m ic  d is ta n c e  is  la ck in g .  T h is  

d i s ta n c e ,  o r  o b je c t iv i ty  r e g a rd in g  the v ic t im  of a  t r i c k ,  can  be a c h ie v e d ,  

in one w ay, by  p la c in g  the b u t t  of the  joke  in  s u c h  a  l ig h t  tha t  the  t r i c k  

is  p o e t ic  j u s t i c e ;  th is  i s  the  w ay  w ith  the  h u sb a n d s  in  the  ta le s  of the  

R eev e  and  the  M e rc h a n t  and  w ith  the  s u m m o n e r  in  the  F r i a r ' s  T a l e .

T he  o th e r  c o n v en ien t  w ay  to  a ch iev e  th is  c o m ic  d i s ta n c e  is  by  m ak in g  

th e  c h a r a c t e r  a  shadow y o r  c a r d b o a rd  c h a r a c t e r ;  th is  i s  the  c a s e  w ith  

the  h u sb an d s  in  m a n y  fa b l ia ü x  and w ith  the  old ones  who had  su ch  a  b a d  

t im e  f r o m  the  Wife of B ath . The g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  to  co m ic  d is ta n c e  is
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the  s y m p a th y  w h ich  m a y  quite  n a tu r a l l y  be fe l t  f o r  the  v ic t im  of a  t r i c k .

On the  o th e r  h an d , th is  sy m p a th y  f o r  a  c h a r a c t e r  m a y  be fu n c t io n a l  if 

a f t e r  a  t r i c k  is  p la y ed  on h im  he  is  a b le  to ge t r e v e n g e ,  a s  in  the  R e e v e 's  

T a le .  In th e  S h ip m a n 's  T a l e , th is  s y m p a th y  is  no t only  no t fu n c t io n a l ;  

i t  a c tu a l ly  h a m p e r s  e n jo y m en t of i t  a s  a  c o m ic  ta le .

The b e s t  p a r t  of the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  s e e m s  the  p a r t  a d d ed  by  

C h a u c e r  - -  the  s c e n e  in the  b e d ro o m .  T h is  s c e n e  s e t  b e s id e  the  one 

in  the  Second  N u n 's  T a le  g ra p h ic a l ly  d e m o n s t r a t e s  th e  am b ig u o u s  a t t i 

tude to w a rd  s e x  and  m a r r i a g e  w hich  C h a u c e r  s h a r e d  w ith  h i s  ag e .  T h e r e  

is  f i r s t  of a l l  w h a t  L o v e jo y  h a s  c a l led  th e  " o f f ic ia l"  id e a l  - -  o t h e r w o r l d 

l i n e s s ,  w ith  v i r g in i ty  a  n e c e s s a r y  co n d it io n  of p e r f e c t  s e r v i c e  to it .

B ut t h e r e  is  a l s o  w ha t L o v e jo y  h a s  c a l l e d  " t h i s - w o r l d l i n e s s "  - -  w h ich  

r e c o g n iz e s  th a t  th is  w o r ld  is  an u n d e n iab le  fa c t ,  a s  a r e  i ts  d e m a n d s  

and  r e w a r d s .  T he  s a m e  am b ig u o u s  a t t i tu d e  e x p r e s s e d  in  the  ep ilogue  of 

T r o i lu s  and  C r i s e y d e  is  d i s c e r n ib l e  in a  ju x ta p o s i t io n  of th e s e  two t a l e s .

On th e  one h an d , to  indu lge  in s e x  f o r  i t s  own sak e  is  to  fo llow  the  e x 

a m p le  of A d am  and  E v e  and  to pu t the  d e m a n d s  of the  f l e s h  b e f o r e  th o s e  

of th e  s p i r i t .  On th e  o th e r  hand , the  f in a l  s c e n e  of the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  

g iv e s  an  i m p r e s s i o n  of the  g o o d n ess  of n a tu r a l  im p u ls e s  and  the  r e w a r d s  

of th e  f le s h .  If, a s  the  P a r s o n ' s  T a le  and  the  Second N u n 's  T a le  s ay ,  

s e x  can  le a d  a s t r a y ,  a s  the  f in a l  s c e n e  of the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  im p l i e s ,  

i t  c an  a l s o  r e s t o r e .  If the  s u p e r n a tu r a l  co m m u n io n  of the  s e x l e s s  m a r r i a g e  

in  the  Second  N u n 's  T a le  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  e le m e n t  in  C h a u c e r 's  a t t i tu d e
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to w a rd  m a r r i a g e  and  v i rg in i ty ,  the  v e r y  h u m a n  c a m a r a d e r i e  of the 

m a r r i a g e - b e d  in  the  S h ip m a n 's  T a le  is  a n o th e r .



C H A P T E R  XIV

T H E W IFE O F BATH AND WOMAN'S P R O P E R  R O LE

The Wife p r o c e e d s ,  w ith  in f in ite  z e s t ,  to give the h i s t o r y  of h e r  
m a r r i e d  l i fe ,  unfo ld ing , a s  she  does  so , a n o th e r  h e r e t i c a l  d o c t r in e  
of a  s t a r t l in g  k ind , w h ich , in  fa c t ,  is  the  r e a l  su b je c t  of h e r  d i s 
c o u r s e .  T h is  is  no th ing  l e s s  than  the  dogm a th a t  the  w ife  is  the  ^ 
h e a d  of the  h o u se .  O bed ien ce  is  no t h e r  duty, bu t h e r  h u s b a n d 's .

G r i s i ld e  is  d eed , and  eek  h i r e  p a c ie n c e .
And bo the  a to n es  b u ry e d  in  Y ta i l le ;
F o r  w h ich  1 c r i e  in  open  a u d ien c e .
No w edded  m a n  so  h a r d y  be  t ' a s s a i l l e  
H is  w yves  p a c ie n c e  in  t r u s t  to fynde ^
G r i s i l d i s ,  f o r  in  c e r t e i n  he sh a l  f a i l le .

As w ith  a l l  e l s e  in the  a f f a i r s  of m en , th e re  w as in  C h a u c e r ' s  

day  a  d i s c r e p a n c y  b e tw e e n  the  id e a l  r e la t io n s h ip  of m a n  and  w ife  and 

the  r e a l i ty .  E v e n  the  id e a l  w as  su b je c t  to d is c u s s io n .  In th is  c h a p te r  

we s h a l l  be  c o n c e rn e d  f i r s t  w ith  w ha t th a t  id ea l  w a s ,  s u m m a r iz in g  so m e  

of w ha t w as  s a id  in  e a r l i e r  c h a p te r s .  In connec tion  w ith  th i s ,  a  d is c u s s io n

^G. L . K i t t r e d g e ,  C h a u c e r  and H is  P o e t r y  (H a rv a rd  Univ. P r e s s ;  
1915), p. 188.

2
"L envoy  de C h a u c e r , "  C le r k 's  T a l e , E . 1149-1212. A ll  r e f e r 

e n c e s  a r e  to R o b in so n 's  r e v i s e d  e d it io n  of C h a u c e r 's  w o rk s .

354
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of the  C le r k 's  T a le  wiP jh o w  C h a u c e r  d ea l in g ,  h o w e v e r  ob lique ly , w ith  

th is  id e a l .  N ext, we w il l  c o n s id e r  the  r e a l i t y  of w ife ly  d iso b e d ie n c e  

a s  i t  r e c e iv e s  i t s  co m ic  t r e a t m e n t  in  the  Wife of B a th 's  P r o lo g u e . And 

f in a l ly  the  p o s s ib i l i ty  of an  id e a l  c o m p ro m is e  w hich  K i t t r e d g e  saw  in 

the  l a s t  t a le  of the  M a r r i a g e  G roup , the  F r a n k l i n 's  T a l e , w il l  b r in g  us 

to a  c o n s id e r a t io n  of the  Wife of B a th 's  T a l e , le av in g  the  F r a n k l i n 's  

T a le  and  two o th e r  ta le s  w h ich  in  m a n y  w ays  a r e  e q u a l ly  r e v e a l in g ,  the  

M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  and  the  T a le  of M e l ib e e , f o r  the  con c lu d in g  c h a p te r .

B r ie f ly ,  the  id e a l  ro le  of the  w o m an  w as  s t r i c t  o b e d ien c e ,  f i r s t  

to h e r  f a th e r  and l a t e r  h e r  h u sb an d . T he  h u sb an d  w a s  e x p ec te d  to be 

ju s t ,  bu t h is  p e r f o r m a n c e  in  th is  r e g a r d  w as  i r r e l e v a n t .  The ro le  of 

the  w ife  w as  no t to o ppose  o r  q u e s t io n  bu t to  s u b m it  and  obey. S u p p o rt  

f o r  th is  w as  no t h a r d  to  find , a s  we hav e  s e e n .  C h u rc h  t r a d i t io n  p r o 

v id ed  m u c h :  a  w ife  is to  h e r  h u sb an d  a s  the  C h u rc h  is  to C h r i s t ;  the  

f i r s t  E v e  h ad  s in n ed  and b ro u g h t  ru in  th ro u g h  d is o b e d ie n c e ,  and  the 

s e c o n d  E v e  had  p ro v id e d  a  m o d e l  of b e h a v io r  and  w a s  the  m e a n s  of 

r e d e m p t io n  th ro u g h  h e r  p e r f e c t  o b e d ien c e ;  the  h u s b a n d  is a s  the h ead , 

r e a s o n ,  the  w ife  a s  the  body, e m o tio n ,  and  i t  is  p r o p e r  th a t  she  and the 

body  be  ru le d  by  the  h u sb an d  and  r e a s o n .

The K nigh t of L a  T o u r - L a n d r y  c o u n se ls  h i s  d a u g h te r s  to th is

id e a l  s u b m is s iv e n e s s ,  te l l in g  th e m  the  s to r y  of the  w o m a n  who w as

d is o b e d ie n t  to  h e r  h u sb an d  and who chided  h im  b e f o r e  o th e r s .  F in a l ly ,

h e ,  th a t  w as  a n g r i  of h e r  g o u e rn a u n c e ,  sm o te  h e r  w ith  h i s  f i s te  
downe to the  e r th e ;  And thanne  w ith  hys  fo te  he  s t r u c k  h e r  in the
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u isa g e  and  b ra k e  h e r  n o se ,  and  a l l  h e r  lyff a f t e r  she  h a d  h e r  n o se  
c ro k e d ,  th e  w hiche  sh e n t  and d y s f ig u re d  h e r  u isag e  a f t e r ,  th a t  she  
m ig h t  no t fo r  sh a m e  shew e  h e r  u is a g e ,  i t  w as  so  foule  b le m is s h e d .
. . . And t h e r f o r  the  w iff au g h t  to  s u f f re  and le te  the  h u sb o n d e  h au e  
the  w o r d e s ,  and to be m a i s t e r ,  f o r  th a t  i s  h e r  w o rs h ip p e .  . . . ^

A lthough  the c o m p le te n e s s  of the s u b m is s io n  and o b e d ie n c e  r e q u i r e d  

of the w ife  s e e m  im p ro b a b le  now, the  M ^ n a g ie r  de P a r i s  m u s t  h a v e  had  

so m e th in g  v e r y  c lo se  to j u s t  su ch  a  r e s p e c t f u l  s u b m is s iv e  w ife , fo r  he  

w ro te  h is  boo k  of in s t r u c t io n s  f o r  h e r  a t  h e r  own r e q u e s t .  H is  p ro lo g u e  

m a k e s  h e r  s e e m  qu ite  l ik e  a n o th e r  G r i s e ld a :

You b e ing  the age  of f i f te e n  y e a r s  and in the  w eek  th a t  you an d  I 
w e re  w ed , did  p r a y  m e  to be  in d u lg e n t  to y o u r  youth  an d  to y o u r  s m a l l  
and  ig n o ra n t  s e r v i c e ,  un ti l  you  h a d  s e e n  and  l e a r n e d  m o r e ;  to th is  
end you  p r o m i s e d  m e  to give a l l  h e e d  and  to s e t  a l l  c a r e  and  d i l ig e n c e  
to  k e e p  m y  p e a c e  and  m y  lo v e ,  a s  you spoke fu l l  w is e ly ,  and  a s  I 
w e l l  b e l ie v e ,  w ith  o th e r  w is d o m  th a n  y o u r  own, b e s e e c h in g  m e  
h u m b ly  in  o u r  b e d ,  a s  I r e m e m b e r ,  fo r  the  love  of God n o t  to  c o r r e c t  
you h a r s h l y  b e fo re  s t r a n g e r s  n o r  b e fo re  o u r  own fo lk , bu t r a t h e r  
e a c h  n ig h t ,  o r  f r o m  day  to day , in  o u r  c h a m b e r ,  to  r e m in d  you of 
the  u n s e e m ly  o r  fo o l ish  th in g s  done in  the  d ay  o r  d ay s  p a s t ,  and  
c h a s t i s e  you, if it  p le a s e d  m e ,  and  th en  you would s t r i v e  to  a m e n d  
y o u r s e l f  a c c o rd in g  to m y  te a c h in g  an d  c o r r e c t io n ,  and  to  s e r v e  m y  
w il l  in a l l  th in g s ,  a s  you s a id .  ^

A s a  m a t t e r  of fa c t ,  the f i r s t  e x a m p le  he  g ives  in  the  s e c t io n  on the  duty

of a  w ife  to  be  h u m b le  and o b e d ien t  to  h e r  h u sb a n d  is  the  ta le  of G r i s e ld a .

He b e g in s  the  s e c t io n  w ith  a  l i s t  of fo u r  p a r t i c u l a r s .  The  f i r s t  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  he  s a y s ,  is  th a t  the  w ife  is  to  be  o b ed ien t  to  h e r  h u sb an d ,

^The B ook of the  K nigh t of L a  T o u r - L a n d r y , ed. T h o m a s  W r ig h t  
(E a r ly  E n g l i s h  T ex t S o c ie ty ,  O r ig in a l  S e r i e s ,  vo l. 33; London , 1868), 
p. 25.

2
T he G oodm an  of P a r i s  (Le M ^ n a g ie r  de P a r i s ) ,  t r .  E i l e e n  

P o w e r  (G eorge  P o u t led g e  &t Sons , L ondon: 1928), p. 41.



357

"and to  h is  c o m m a n d m e n ts  w h a t s o e 'e r  th e y  b e ,  w h e th e r  th ey  be  m ad e

in e a r n e s t  o r  in j e s t ,  o r  w h e th e r  th e y  be o r d e r s  to  do s t r a n g e  th in g s  .

A lso  the  w ife  is  to  do e v e ry th in g  a s  she  fe e ls  h e r  h u sb an d  would w ish  it

done . T h i rd ,  sh e  is  to ta k e  c a r e  no t to do any th ing  h e r  h u sb an d  fo r b id s ,

2
" w h e th e r  he fo rb id .  . . in  j e s t  o r  in  e a r n e s t  . . . . " The fo u r th  p a r 

t i c u l a r  is  th a t  th e  w ife  is  to r e f r a i n  f r o m  a n s w e r in g  b a c k  h e r  h u sb an d  

and  c o n t ra d ic t in g  h im .

The M ^ n a g ie r  th a n  p r o c e e d s  to  t e l l  the  s to r y  of G r i s e ld a  a t  so m e  

le n g th  a f t e r  w h ich  he  d r a w s  a m o r a l .  H is  c o n c lu s io n  is  i l lu m in a t in g  

in  v iew  of the  m a n y  s t r i c t u r e s  la id  on the  ta le  a s  to ld  by  C h a u c e r  on 

the  g ro u n d  of i ts  c o m p le te  m o n s t r o s i ty :

D e a r  s i s t e r ,  th is  s t o r y  w a s  t r a n s l a t e d  by  m a s t e r  F r a n c i s  P e t r a r c h ,  
c ro w n ed  p o e t  a t  R o m e , in  no w is e  on ly  to  m ove  good l a d ie s  to  be 
p a t ie n t  in  th e  t r i b u la t i o n s  th a t  th e y  s u f f e r  f r o m  th e i r  h u s b a n d s  fo r  
the  love  of th o s e  s a m e  h u s b a n d s  a lo n e ,  b u t  ' tw as  t r a n s l a t e d  to show  
th a t  s in c e  God and the  c h u rc h  and r e a s o n  w il l  th a t  th ey  h av e  m u ch  
to s u f f e r ,  and  s in c e  to  e s c a p e  w o r s e  th in g s  i t  b eh o v es  th e m  of n eed  
to s u b m it  th e m  in  a l l  th in g s  to  the  w il l  of t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  and  to  s u f fe r  
p a t ie n t ly  a l l  th a t  th o s e  h u s b a n d s  w il l ,  and  s in c e  a g a in  and  n a th e l e s s  
th e s e  good la d ie s  ought to  b id e  and  b e  s i l e n t  c o n ce rn in g  th e m  and  
n o tw ith s ta n d in g  a p p e a s e  th e m  and r e c a l l  th e m  and  e v e r  w ith  good 
c h e e r  b r in g  th e m s e lv e s  n igh  a g a in  to  g r a c e  and  love  of th o s e  h u s 
b an d s  th a t  be  m o r t a l ,  by  how m u ch  th e  g r e a t e r  r e a s o n  b e h o v e th  i t  
f o r  m e n  and  w o m e n  to  s u f f e r  p a t ie n t ly  the t r ib u la t io n s  w h ich  God, 
who is  i m m o r ta l ,  e t e r n a l  and  e v e r l a s t in g ,  s en d e th .  . . . e v e r  ought 
w e to s u f f e r  p a t ie n t ly  and  r e t u r n ,  jo in  and  r e c a l l  o u r s e lv e s  lo v in g ly  
and b e s e e c h in g ly  to  th e  love  of the  im m o r t a l  r u l e r  . . . by  the  e x 
a m p le  of th is  p o o r  w o m a n  . . . . ^

1 2
G oodm an of P a r i s , p. 110 Ib id . , p. 111.

^Ibid. , pp.  1 3 6 -3 7 .
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T his  is  no t the  w hole  s to r y  of the M é n a g ie r ' s  a t t i tu d e  to  the  ta le .

He m a n i f e s t s  bo th  of w h a t ,  a s  Sledd and o th e r s  h av e  m en tio n e d ,  have

b e en  f r o m  the beg in n in g  the  two v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  r e a c t io n s  of r e a d e r s  of

the s to r y .  As Sledd o b s e r v e s .

Som e r e a d e r s  h av e  b e e n  m oved  to c o m p a s s io n  and w o n d e r ,  o th e rs  
to c o n tem p t  and  d is b e l ie f ,  and fo r  so m e  g e n e r a t io n s  now, the  co n 
te m p tu o u s  and the s k e p t ic a l  have  o u tn u m b e re d  the  c o m p a ss io n a te  
a d m i r e r s . ^

A lthough  the  M ë n a g ie r  can  d ra w  a  m o r a l  f r o m  the  s to r y  fo r  h is  young

w ife , th a t  he  is  u n e a sy  abou t the  s to r y  h e  q u ic k ly  a d m i ts :

. . . e x c u s e  m e  if the  s to r y  te l le th  of c r u e l ty  too g r e a t  (to m y  mind) 
and  above re a s o n .  And w ot you th a t  i t  n e v e r  b e fe l  so , bu t thus  the 
ta le  r u n s ,  and  I m a y  n e i th e r  c o r r e c t  it  n o r  m a k e  a n o th e r ,  f o r  a 
w i s e r  th an  I co m p ile d  and  to ld  it .  ^

As S ledd  w is e ly  p o in ts  out, ^ d e sp i te  m a n y  m o d e r n  fe e l in g s  of re v u ls io n

the fa c t  r e m a in s  th a t  m a n y  a u th o r s  s in ce  B o c c a c c io  and P e t r a r c h  have

found the  ta le  w o r th  te l l in g  and  m an y  m o r e  r e a d e r s  h av e  found the

ta le  w o r th  re a d in g .  It m a y  be th a t  m o d e rn  r e a d e r s  h av e  no ta s t e  fo r

it fo r  the  s a m e  r e a s o n  th a t  th ey  have  no ta s t e  f o r  re a d in g  o v e r  s a in t s '

l iv e s  - -  f o r  m u c h  in  the  ta le  s e e m s  to d e m o n s t r a t e  i ts  k in s h ip  w ith

th a t  type . N ot the  l e a s t  im p o r ta n t  is  the  r e la t in g  of the  ta le  to the  s to ry

of J o b .

^ J a m e s  S ledd, "T h e  C le r k 's  T a le :  T he  M o n s te r s  and  the C r i t i c s ,  " 
M P, V .  51 (1953), p .  73.

^G oodm an  of P a r i s , pp. 137-38.

^Sledd, pp. 7 3 - 7 4 .
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T h e re  a r e  n u m e ro u s  g e n e r a l  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  the  s t o r i e s  of 

Jo b  and  of G r i s e ld a  to  b eg in  w ith . E a c h  is the  s to r y  of the  te s t in g  of an  

ind iv idua l by tak in g  aw ay  a l l  th a t  th a t  in d iv id u a l  h a s .  J o b  is  re d u c e d  to 

p o v e r ty ,  and  d e a th  ta k e s  h is  s ev e n  sons  and  t h r e e  d a u g h te r s ;  G r i s e ld a  

is  a l s o  re d u c e d  to  p o v e r ty  and  dea th  a p p a r e n t ly  ta k e s  h e r  son  and  d a u g h 

t e r .  A f te r  s u rv iv in g  a l l  of the  t e s t s ,  e ac h  is  r e tu r n e d  to  w e a l th .  G r i s e ld a  

ge ts  b a c k  h e r  son  and d a u g h te r ,  the l a t t e r  th e  m o s t  b e a u t i fu l  in  a l l  the 

land ; Jo b  g e ts  a g a in  the  s a m e  n u m b e r  of c h i ld re n  he  h a s  lo s t  - -  s ev e n  

sons  and  th r e e  d a u g h te r s ,  the  l a t t e r  the  m o s t  b e a u t i fu l  in  a l l  the  land.

A f te r  a l l  the  t r i a l s  of the  s t o r i e s ,  e a c h  en d s  h is  l i fe  in  g r e a t  p e a c e  and  

co n ten tm en t.

T he  a u th o r  s p e c i f ic a l ly  d ra w s  th is  p a r a l l e l  a t  the  end of P a r t  V:

M en sp ek e  of J o b ,  and  m o o s t  fo r  h is  h u m b le s  s e .
A s c l e r k e s ,  w han  h e m  l i s t ,  konne w e l e n d ite .
N a m e ly  of m e n ,  b u t  a s  in  s o o th fa s tn e s s e .
Though c le r k e s  p r e i s e  w o m m e n  bu t a  l i t e ,
T h e r  k an  no m a n  in  h u m b le s  se  h y m  a c q u i te  
As w o m m a n  k an , ne k an  b e en  h a l f  so  t r e w e  
A s w o m m e n  b een , bu t it  be  fa l ie  of new e.

(E. 932-38)

T h is  i s  an  a d d i t io n  to th e  t a le  by  C h a u c e r  an d  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a s s a g e ,  

bo th  fo r  the  l ig h t  i t  sh e d s  on the  im p o r t  of th is  t a le  and  on h is  u su a l  

h an d lin g  of the  w o m en  in  h is  w o rk s .  F o r  th e  l ig h t  it  c a s t s  on h is  w o rk  

g e n e r a l ly ,  i t  m u s t  be  c o n s id e re d  in  the  l a s t  c h a p te r ;  f o r  th is  t a le ,  the 

c o m p a r i s o n  of G r i s e ld a  and  Job  h e lp s  to e m p h a s iz e  the  r e l ig io u s ,  e th ic a l  

im p o r t  of the  t a le  and  i t s  r e la t io n  to  s a i n t s '  l iv e s .  T h is  is  no t a n  is o la te d  

p a s s a g e ,  h o w e v e r ;  i t  cou ld  n o t  be and be  of m u c h  e f fe c t  in so long a  ta le .
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A n o th e r  p a s s a g e  is  a  d i r e c t  echo of the  B ook of Jo b .  G r i s e ld a

h a s  b e e n  o r d e r e d  aw ay  b y  W a l te r .

"N aked  ou t of m y  f a d r e s  h o u s ,  " quod sh e ,
" I c a m ,  and  n ak ed  m o o t  I tu rn e d  agayn . "

(E. 871-72)

T h is  sh o u ld  h a v e  re m in d e d  the  C le r k 's  l i s t e n e r s  im m e d ia te ly  of Jo b  i. 

2 1 :

"N aked  c a m e  I out of m y  m o t h e r ' s  w om b and n ak ed  s h a l l  I r e t u r n  
th i th e r :  T he  L o r d  g av e ,  and  the L o rd  h a th  ta k e n  aw ay ; b l e s s e d  be 
the n a m e  of the  L o rd .  "

If G r i s e ld a  i s ,  a s  so m e  r e a d e r s  h av e  sa id ,  a  'm o n s t e r '  of v i r t u e  - -  and

she  does  r e f u s e  even  to  t a lk  a b o u t h e r  a f f l ic t io n s ,  q u ite  un lik e  J o b  - -

h e r  ta le  is  y e t  v e r y  d e l ib e r a t e ly  m ade, to p a r a l l e l  h i s .

In r e g a r d  to th is  c h a rg e  th a t  G r i s e ld a  is  a  'm o n s t e r '  and  u n re a l ,

the  a n s w e r  m a y  be  g iven  th a t  C h a u c e r 's  r e a d e r s  knew  no h u m a n  could

have  any th ing  a p p ro x im a t in g  su c h  s t r e n g th  w ithou t th e  g r a c e  of God.

T h is  is so  e v id e n t  to  th e  a u th o r  th a t  he  a l lu d e s  to  the  a c t io n  of th e  g ra c e

of God in  in t ro d u c in g  h e r  and  n e v e r  a g a in  th ro u g h o u t  th e  te l l in g  of the

ta le .

A m o n g es  th i s e  p o v re  fo lk  dw elte  a  m a n  
W hich  th a t  w as  h o ld e n  p o v r e s t  of h e m  a l le ;
But hye  God s o m ty m e  se n d e n  kan  
H is  g r a c e  in to  a  l i t e l  oxes  s t a l l e  . . . .

(E. 204-7)

We a r e  no t f a r  f r o m  th is  p a s s a g e  w hen we find  th a t  i t  is  in f a c t  in  "an

oxes s t a l l e "  th a t  sh e  m e e t s  W a l te r :

The m a r k y  c a m , an d  gan  h i r e  fo r  to c a l le ;
And sh e  s e t  doun h i r  w a te r  po t anon.
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B is id e  the  th re s s h f o ld ,  in an  oxes  s t a l l e ,
And doun upon h i r  k n es  she  gan to f a l le ,
And w ith  sad  co n ten an ce  k n e le th  s t i l l e ,
T i l  sh e  had  h e r d  w hat w as  the lo r d e s  w i l le .

(E. 289 -94)

A lthough  C h a u c e r  p ro b a b ly  w as  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w ith  the e a r l i e r ,  

f a i r y - t a l e  f o r m  of the ta le  in  w hich  W a l te r  is  s p e c i f ic a l ly  a d iv ine  v i s i 

tan t ,  the  am b ig u o u s  n a tu r e  of G r i s e l d a ' s  k n e e l in g  and w aiting  to know 

" the  lo r d e s  w il le ,  " w ith  the  fa c t  th a t  it  is  in  "an  oxes  s t a l l e "  w h e re  he  

h a s  e a r l i e r  s a id  God s o m e t im e s  sen d s  h is  g r a c e ,  in d ic a te s  he  is  no t 

u n a w a re  of the  p o s s ib i l i ty  of su ch  a  r o le  f o r  W a l te r .  U n d e r l in in g  th is  

a w a r e n e s s  is  the  in e s c a p a b le  echo  of th e  M a s s  in  G r i s e l d a ' s  re p ly  to 

W a l t e r ' s  p ro p o s a l :

She s e y d e ,  "L o rd ,  undigne  and  u n w o rth y  
A m  I to  th ilke  h o n o u r  th a t  ye m e  b e e d e ,
But a s  ye w ole y o u re s e l f ,  r ig h t  so  w ol I.

(E. 359-61)

S u re ly  th e  C l e r k 's  l i s t e n e r s  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  r e m in d e d  of the p a s s a g e

f r o m  the  ta k in g  of the E u c h a r i s t :

" L o r d ,  I a m  no t w o r th y  th a t  thou  s h o u ld s t  e n t e r  b e n e a th  m y  roof ,  
bu t s a y  only  the w o rd ,  and  m y  so u l  w i l l  be  h e a le d .  "

T he  re l ig io u s  n a tu re  of the  ta le  is  d is p la y e d  th ro u g h o u t  the ta le ,  m o s t

in s i s t e n t ly  a t  the  end of it:

T h is  s t o r i e  is  s ey d , n a t  f o r  th a t  w yves  sho lde  
F o lw e n  G r i s i ld e  a s  in  h y m y li te e .
F o r  it w e r e  im p o r ta b le ,  though th e y  w olde ;
But f o r  th a t  e v e r y  w igh t,  in  h is  d e g r e e ,
Sholde be c o n s ta n t  in  a d v e r s i t e e  
A s w as  G r i s i ld e  . . . .

(E. 1 1 42 -47 )
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The ta l e ,  then  is  p a r t l y  an  e x em p lu m  of the p r o p e r  s ta n c e  of m a n  in the 

face  of a d v e r s i ty ,  j u s t  a s  J o b 's  s to r y  w as and a s  s a in t s '  l iv e s  in  g e n e ra l  

a r e .  But the  ro le  of the  w om an  in a  m a r r i a g e  is a l s o  a n  im p o r ta n t  th em e  

in the ta le .

In k eep in g  w ith  i t s  ro le  a s  bo th  a  k ind of s a i n t 's  l i fe  and a s  an 

e x e m p lu m  fo r  w iv e s ,  the  C le r k 's  T a le  h e ig h te n s ,  a s  S e v e r s  h a s  po in ted  

out, the  c ru e l ty  of W a l te r .  S e v e r s  say s  of the r e s u l t  of C h a u c e r 's  p r a c t i c e  

in th is  r e g a r d ,

By adding  h a l f - a - d o z e n  p a s s a g e s ,  rang ing  in  len g th  f r o m  a few l in es  
to a  s ta n z a  o r  m o r e ,  he  h e ig h te n s  th ro u g h o u t the  g en tle  s u b m i s s i v e - 
n e s s  and  m e e k  o b ed ien ce  of G r i s e ld a .  ^

T he l im i t s  of id e a l  w ife ly  p a t ie n c e  and h u m il i ty  a r e  d e p ic ted  in the  C le r k 's  

T a le .  It is r ig h t  th a t  G r i s e ld a  be  r e je c te d  a s  u n r e a l  b u t  su ch  a r e j e c 

tion  is  i r r e l e v a n t ;  sh e  is  the  r e l ig io u s ,  e th ic a l  id e a l .  E v e n  Jo b  could 

c o m p la in  and  w is h  to be dead ; G r i s e ld a 's  f o r b e a r a n c e  i s  in h u m a n  - - o r  

r a t h e r  it  is s u p e r h u m a n ,  a  r e s u l t  of the  a c t io n  of g r a c e .  The C le r k  is 

n o t  so  san g u in e  a s  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  h is  ta le  w ill  c r e a te  any  G r i s e ld a s ;  

h is  i r o n i c  envoy  d is p e l s  any  su ch  no tion . But a  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  of an  

id e a l  m u s t  e i t h e r  be  e x p l ic i t  o r  im p l ic i t  in  an  e x em p lu m . S a in ts '  l iv e s  

a r e  no t to ld  in  the  hope of c r e a t in g  new sa in ts  bu t to e s t a b l i s h  id e a ls  

fo r  f r a i l  h u m a n s  to  a t t e m p t  to  follow. And if th e r e  is  in  the  C le r k 's  

T a le  a  re l ig io u s  le v e l  on w hich  p e r f e c t  h u m il i ty  and  o b ed ien ce  to  God

^J. B u rk e  S e v e r s ,  "T he  C le r k 's  T a le ,  " S o u rc e s  and  A n a lo g u e s , ed. 
W. F .  B ry a n  and  G e rm a in e  D e m p s te r ,  (Univ. of C h icago , 1941), p. 290.
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a r e  the  id e a l s ,  t h e r e  is  a lso  the te m p o r a l  l e v e l  on w hich  the  s a m e  h u m il i ty

and  o b e d ien c e  to  the  h u sb an d  a r e  the  id e a l s  f o r  th e  w ife .

T h is  p lac in g  to g e th e r  of the duty  of the  w o m a n  to God and h e r

h u sb an d  w as  no t u n u su a l .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  the  m a n u a ls  of in s t ru c t io n

fo r  w o m en  of th is  t im e  m ad e  m u ch  of the  r e l a t io n s h ip  b e tw een  a  w o m a n 's

r e l ig io u s  and  w ife ly  d u t ie s ,  a s  w hen the  K nigh t of L a  T o u r - L a n d r y  c a s u a l ly

p la c e s  the  two d u t ie s  in  con junc tion  in a l lu d in g  to  St. E l iz a b e th :

She s e r u e d  f u r s t  God, and a f t e r  h e r  h u sb o n d e ,  and loued  and d ra d d e  
h y m . And yef t h e r e  hadde  an i th inge  b e fa l le  w ith inne  hys  hous  th a t  
sh u ld e  haue  tu rn e d  h e r  vnto  h is  d i s p le s a u n c e ,  sh e  w olde am en d e  i t ,  
o r  k epe  i t  s e c r e t e  vnto th e  ty m e  th a t  it  w e r e  a m e n d e d ,  in such  
w is e  th a t  h e r  husbonde  fonde n e u e r  o c c a s io n  of d is p le s a u n c e ;  fo r  
sh e  w as  so  good, so  w e ll  a u is e d ,  and  of so  n ob le  a t t e m p e r a u n c e , 
th a t  she  k ep te  h e r  husbonde  in  loye and  p e e s ,  and  oute  of w ra th e .
And so  augh t e u e r y  good w o m an  to  do in  the  s a m e  w y se  a s  th is  h o ly  
w o m an , th a t  lo u ith e  and  d re d i th e  God, and  b a r e  fa i th e  and h o n o u re  
vnto  h e r  husbond . ^

A s the  w i f e 's  du ty  to h e r  h u sb an d  could , in  th e s e  m a n u a ls  of fe m in in e

in s t r u c t io n ,  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  of a w o m a n 's  du ty  a s  a  C h r is t ia n ,  it  is  not

s u r p r i s i n g  to s e e  the  s t o r y  of a  w om an  of p e r f e c t  w ife ly  o b ed ien ce  and

h u m il i ty  su ch  a s  the  C le r k 's  T a le  o p e ra t in g  w ith in  a  r e l ig io u s  co n tex t .

In f a c t ,  a s  S ledd  p o in ts  out.

B y  the  in t r o d u c t io n  of C h r i s t i a n  a s s u m p t io n s ,  the  in i t ia l  f r a m e w o r k  
of l a r g e ly  s e c u l a r  v a lu es  and  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  is  thus  g ra d u a l ly  ex ten d ed . 
If th e  p ro to ty p e  of W a l te r  had  s u p e r h u m a n  p o w e r  in the  fo lk  ta le ,  the  
G r i s e ld a  of C h a u c e r 's  v e r s io n  en jo y s  th e  g r a c e  of God; and a t  h e r  
m a r r i a g e ,  the p o w e r  of d iv in e ly  f a v o re d  v i r t u e  is im m e d ia te ly  m a n i 
f e s te d .

^K nigh t of L a  T o u r - L a n d r y , p. 131. 

^S ledd , p. 80.
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B e fo re  h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  G r i s e ld a  is  b e a u t i fu l  an d  v i r tu o u s ,  a  m o d e l  of f i l i a l  

d ev o tio n  and  in d u s t ry .  A f te r  h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  sh e  g ro w s  so  m u c h  in  v i r tu e  

and  the  g r a c e s  w h ich  be lo n g  to  a  w o m an  of nob le  c la s s  th a t  she  s e e m s  

t r a n s f o r m e d .

To e v e r y  w igh t sh e  w oxen is  so  d e e r e  
And w o rs h ip fu l  th a t  fo lk  t h e r  she  w a s  b o r e .
And f r o m  h i r e  b i r th e  knew e h i r e  y e e r  by y e e r e ,
U nnethe t ro w e d  they , - -  b u t  d o r s t e  b an  s w o re  
T h a t  to  J a n i c l e ,  of w h ich  I s p a k  b if o r e .
She d o g h te r  w e r e ,  fo r ,  a s  by  c o n je c tu re .
H em  though te  sh e  w as  a n o th e r  c r e a t u r e .

(E. 40 0 -6 )

A f te r  h e r  m a r r i a g e  g r a c e  h a s  b e e n  g iv en  G r i s e ld a  to be  a  f a r  g r e a t e r  

p e r s o n  th a n  sh e  w as  b e fo re  m a r r i a g e ,  a l th o u g h  ev en  th en  W a l te r  c o m m e n d s

in  h i s  h e r t e  h i r  w o m m a n h ed e  
And eek  h i r  v e r tu ,  p a s s y n g e  any  w ig h t 
Of so  yonge a g e ,  a s  w e l in c h ie r e  a s  d ed e .

(E. 239-41)

A c ce p t in g  the  fa c t  of h e r  t r i a l s  w h ich  fo l lo w s , the  r e a d e r  can n o t be  

s u r p r i s e d  a t  h e r  e n d u ra n c e  b u t  can  on ly  f e e l  a  " c o m p a s s io n a te  w o n d e r .

S ledd m a k e s  the  s a lu t a r y  p o in t  th a t  the  s t o r y t e l l e r  m u s t  be  g ra n te d

th e  m o r a l  p r e m i s e  of h is  s to r y  if h e  is  to  hope even  to  beg in .

F o r  th e  p u r p o s e s  of the  C l e r k 's  T a le  w ife ly  o b ed ien ce  to  h u sb a n d ,  
l o r d ,  and  b e n e f a c to r  is  e x p l ic i t ly  s e t  up a s  a  good, and  in  a c c o r d a n c e  
w ith  the  m e d ie v a l  t r a d i t io n  of e x a l t in g  a  s in g le  v i r t u e  in i ts  e s s e n c e ,  
o th e r  s ig n s  of G r i s e l d a ' s  g o o d n e ss  a r e  n o t  m u c h  n eed ed . 2

T h is  fo c u s s in g  on a  s in g le  v i r tu e  to  the  e x c lu s io n  of o th e r s  is  qu ite  o ften

th e  c a s e  in  a  s a i n t 's  l ife  and  the  f ixed  e p i th e t  so  o f ten  ap p l ie d  to the

^Ibid. , p. 82.  S ledd ,  p. 78.
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h e r o in e  - -  " p a t ie n t"  G r i s e ld a  - -  in d ic a te s  the  j u s t i c e  of the  p o in t  w h ich

Sledd m a k e s .  H o w ev e r ,  the  a u th o r  is  a t so m e  p a in s  in  the beg inn ing  of

the  ta le  to  p ro v id e  h e r  w ith  a  n u m b e r  of o th e r  v i r t u e s .

A re  so m e  w o m en  in c l in e d  to  l e c h e ro u s  though ts  and  to d r in k  too

m u ch  and  w o rk  too l i t t l e ?  N ot G r is e ld a .

No l ik e r o u s  lu s t  w as  th u rg h  h i r e  h e r t e  y ro n n e .
W el o f te r  of the w e lle  th a n  of the tonne 
She d ra n k ,  and  fo r  sh e  w olde  v e r tu  p le s e .
She knew  w el la b o u r ,  b u t  noon ydel e s e .

(E. 214-17)

She p r a c t i c e s  th r i f t  and h o n o r s  h e r  f a th e r  a l s o .

And w han she  h o m w a rd  cam , she  w olde  b ry n g e  
W o r te s  o r  o the r e  h e r b e s  ty m e s  ofte ,
T he w hiche  she  s h r e d d e  and  s e e th  fo r  h i r  lyvynge,
And m a d e  h i r  bed  fu l h a r d  and nothyng so fte ;
And ay  sh e  k ep te  h i r  f a d r e s  lyf o n - lo f te  
W ith  e v e r i c h  o b e is a u n c e  and  d il ig en ce  
T h a t  ch ild  m a y  doon to f a d r e s  r e v e r e n c e .

(E. 225-31)

It is  b o th  h e r  "w o m m an h ed e , /  And eek  h i r  v e r tu ,  p a s sy n g e  an y  w ig h t"

w h ich  f i r s t  a t t r a c t  W a l te r .

In f a c t  a  k ey  to u n d e rs ta n d in g  the ta le  l i e s  in  the  c o m p a r i s o n

of G r i s e ld a  to  Jo b . She is  n o t  only a  s a in t  b u t  a  s a in t  who r e p r e s e n t s

h e r  s e x .  The C le rk  a n s w e r s  th o se  of h is  p r o f e s s i o n  who in  the  p a s t

h a v e  t r e a t e d  w om en  so b a d ly .  A g a in s t  h is  i r o n i c  envoy m u s t  be  s e t

th is  c o m p a r i s o n  of G r i s e ld a  to  Jo b :

M en sp ek e  of J o b ,  and  m o o s t  fo r  h is  h u m b le s  se .
A s c l e r k e s ,  w han h e m  l i s t ,  konne w el e n d i te .
N a m e ly  of m e n ,  bu t a s  in  s o o th fa s te n e s s e .
T hough c le r k e s  p r e i s e  w o m m e n  bu t a  l i te .
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T h e r  kan  no m a n  in  h u m b le s  s e  hy m  acq u i te  
As w o m m an  kan , ne  kan  b e en  h a lf  so  t r e w e  
As w o m m en  b e en ,  bu t it be fa l le  of new e.

(E. 932-38)

J u s t  a s  M a ry  w as s a id  by  a  v e r y  few  c le r k s  to h av e  re d e e m e d  h e r  s e x  

f r o m  the b la m e  of E v e 's  p a r t  in the  F a l l ,  so  the  C le r k  in th is  ta le  i m 

p l ic i t ly  m a k e s  the  c o m p a r i s o n  of h is  h e ro in e  w ith  Jo b  and the c o m p a r is o n  

is  a l l  in  h e r  fa v o r .  H is  v iew  is  not ju s t  th is  s im p le ,  of c o u r s e .  B e s id e s  

th e  d ep ic t io n  of a  w o m a n  who is a  m o d e l  of b o th  w ife ly  and C h r i s t i a n  

devo tion , th e r e  is  in  th is  ta le  the Envoy.

D e sp ite  K i t t r e d g e 's  a s s e r t i o n  abou t the  d r a m a t i c  n a tu r e  of the 

ta le  i t s e l f ,  the  C le r k 's  T a le  s e e m s  d e tac h e d  f r o m  any  o b je c t  of deba te  

un ti l  the end. Indeed , a s  the p a s s a g e  ju s t  quo ted  show s, the  C le r k 's  

in te n t  is to defend  the  o p p o s ite  sex ,  j u s t  a s  the  w ife in tended . T ha t 

h is  d e fen se  is  in f in i te ly  m o r e  e ffec t ive  th a n  h e r s  h is  envoy r e m in d s  

u s .  T h e re  a r e  only  two o r  th re e  G r i s e ld a 's  in  any  town, he  s a y s ,  i m 

p ly ing  th a t  A rc h w iv e s  l ik e  the Wife of B ath  a r e  r e s p o n s ib le .

F o r  w h ich  h e e r e ,  fo r  the W yves love of B athe  
Whos lyf and a l  h i r e  s e c te  God m a y n ten e  
In h e ig h e  m a i s t r i e ,  and  e l le s  w e r e  it  s c a th e  - -  
I w ol w ith  lu s ty  h e r t e ,  f r e s s h  and g re n e ,
Seyn yow a song  to g lade  yow, I w en e ;
And la t  us s ty n te  to  e r n e s t f u l  m a te  r e .

(E. 1170-75)

A lthough th e  C le rk  say s  th a t  in  h is  song  he  w il l  " s ty n te  of e rn e s t f u l  

m a te  re ,  " h is  envoy d ra w s  an i ro n ic  p a r a l l e l  b e tw een  G r i s e ld a  and  the 

Wife of B athe  and  " a l  h i r e  s e c te .  " No m o d e r n  h u sb an d  shou ld  t r y  h is  wife 

hoping  to  find h e r  a n o th e r  G r is e ld a ,  " fo r  in c e r t e in  he sh a l  f a i l le .  " The
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i r o n ie  ad v ice  to  w ives  h a s  a tw o -fo ld  p u rp o s e .  F i r s t ,  i t  s e r v e s  to t h r u s t  

a t  the  Wife of B ath  by  c a r r y in g  h e r  d o c t r in e s  to  t h e i r  lo g ic a l  e x t r e m e s .

Ye a rc h e w y v e s ,  s to n d e th  a t  d e fe n se ,
Syn ye be s t ro n g  a s  is  a  g r e e t  c a m a i l le ;
Ne s u f f re th  na t th a t  m e n  yow doon o ffen se .
And sk le n d re  w y v e s ,  f ieb le  a s  in  b a ta i l l e ,
B eth  a g r e  a s  is  a  ty g re  yond in  Ynde;
Ay c lap p e th  a s  a  m i l l e ,  I yow c o n sa i l le .

(E. 1195-1200)

T he  s im i le s  in  the  a d v ice  give aw ay  the  C l e r k 's  seco n d , r e l a t e d  p u rp o s e .  

G r i s e ld a  h a s  ju s t  e x h ib i ted  the  m o s t  id e a l  k ind  of h u m a n  b e h a v io r .  In 

c o n t r a s t  to th is ,  the  C le rk  a d v is e s  w o m en  to  be  l ik e  a n im a ls ,  a  c a m e l ,  

a  t i g e r ,  o r  l ik e  a m i l l ,  a lw ay s  c h a t te r in g .  F a r  f r o m  b e ing  a n  e x c r e s c e n c e ,  

a s  so m e  have  c a l le d  i t ,  the envoy s e r v e s  to  b ind  a  ta le  w r i t t e n  b e fo re  

th e  M a r r i a g e  G roup  w ith in  it .  The id e a l s  in  the  ta le  a r e  s t i l l  id e a ls  

and  th e  C le rk  s t i l l  h o ld s  to  th e m , bu t in rep ly in g  to  the Wife of B ath  

i t  w il l  no t do to r e m a in  on th e  le v e l  of th e  id e a l .  He h a s  l e a r n e d  th is  

l e s s o n  f r o m  h e r  d e ta i le d  and v ig o u ro u s  a t t a c k  on h is  fe llow  c le r k s  and 

the  e n t i r e  c l e r i c a l  t r a d i t io n  in h e r  p ro lo g u e .

The Wife of B a th 's  P ro lo g u e  d iv id e s  i t s e l f  n a tu r a l ly  in to  two 

p a r t s ,  w ith  the  P a r d o n e r ' s  in te r r u p t io n  m a rk in g  the end of the  f i r s t  

p a r t  and  the b eg inn ing  of the seco n d .  ̂ A lthough  so m e  h av e  a rg u e d

^T his  i s  a p o in t  m a d e  by  R. F .  J o n e s  in  "A  C o n je c tu re  on  the  
Wife of B a th 's  P r o l o g u e , "  J E G P ,  v. 24 (1925), pp. 512-47 . P r a t t  c o n 
v in c in g ly  d e m o n s t r a t e s  th a t  in so m e  w ays  the  seco n d  p a r t  is  d iv id ed  into 
the  s t o r y  of the  th r e e  old h u sb an d s  and th a t  of the  l a s t  two in  "T h e  D e v e l 
o p m e n t  of the  Wife of B ath , " S tud ies  in  M ed ie v a l  L i t e r a t u r e  in  H o n o r  of 
A lb e r t  C ro l l  B au g h , ed. M ac E d w a rd  L e a c h  (Univ. of P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  1961), 
pp. 4 5 -7 9 .  A lthough I a m  m u ch  ind eb ted  to  th is  s tudy , I f e e l  th a t  the  
s ec o n d  p a r t  is of a  p ie ce ,  though p e rh a p s  w r i t t e n  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s .
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o th e rw is e ,  the  f i r s t  p a r t  of the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e  s e e m s  to have  b e e n  

d e s ig n e d  a s  a  re p ly  to  so m e th in g  w hich  w en t,  o r  w as  to go, b e fo re .

Som e h ave  su g g e s te d  th a t  she  b eg in s  in a n s w e r  to  th e  N u n 's  P r i e s t ' s  

T a le  w h ich  w as  to b e  p la c e d  ju s t  b e fo re  the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e  and  w h ich  

p r e s e n t s  a ta le  of P e r t e l o t e ' s  fe m in in e  c o m m o n  s e n s e  o v e r th ro w n  by  

ev en t ,  in  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  s o u n d n e s s  of the  d o c t r in e s  of the  a u th o r i t i e s  

w h ich  C h a u n t e c l e e r  c i t e s .  P r a t t  s a y s ,  in  l in e  w ith  th is  a rg u m e n t ,  

th a t  the  b e g in n in g  of th e  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e

sounds  a s  if the  s u b je c t  of m a r r i a g e  w e r e  a l r e a d y  u n d e r  d i s 
c u s s io n ,  and in a  n u m b e r  of p a s s a g e s  a p p e a r s  to  h av e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  
e x p r e s s l y  to c o u n te r  c e r t a in  s a t i r i c a l  t h r u s t s  in the  N uns ' P r i e s t ' s  
T a le .  The N u n s ' P r i e s t  s a t i r i z e s  w o m en , w iv e s ,  and m a r r i e d  
l i f e ,  and  m a k e s  fun of a  r o o s t e r  fo r  tak in g  a  w o m a n 's  a d v ic e .  In 
h e r  ' s e r m o n '  A l ic e  of B ath  defends 'w y v e s ' and  'wyfhod ' and  m a r 
r ia g e .  ^

It is  im p o s s ib le  to s a y  w ith  c e r ta in ty  now - -  though  s tu d ie s  l ik e  P r a t t ' s  

in d ic a te  th a t  the  p r o b a b i l i ty  is  s t ro n g  - -  th a t  i t  w as  the N u n 's  P r i e s t ' s  

T a l e , o r  a n o th e r  t a l e ,  o r  ev en  one w hich  C h a u c e r  p lan n ed  to w r i t e  and  

d id  n o t,  to w h ich  the  W ife 's  re p ly  is  d i r e c te d .  A t any  r a t e ,  th e  a r g u m e n 

ta t iv e  tone  w h ich  sh e  a d o p ts  f r o m  the beg in n in g

" E x p e r ie n c e ,  th o u g h  noon a u c to r i t e e  
W ere  in  th is  w o r ld ,  is  r ig h t  y no ugh f o r  m e  
To sp ek e  of wo th a t  is  in m a r ia g e .  . . .

(D. 1-3)

- -  and  m a in ta in s  th ro u g h o u t  the f i r s t  p a r t  s e e m s  to  in d ic a te  th e  k ind  of 

d r a m a t i c  in t e r p la y  to  b e  found e ls e w h e re  in  th e  T a l e s .

^Pratt, p. 62.
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W h eth e r  o r  no t it  w as  a  c l e r k  who w as  m e a n t  to  h av e  p ro v o k ed  

th is  r e a c t io n  - -  and  the  N u n 's  P r i e s t  w ould  s e r v e  the  p u rp o s e  - -  the  

W ife 's  q u a r r e l  is  no t so  m u ch  w ith  an  in d iv id u a l  a s  w ith  the  w hole  c l e r i c a l  

t r a d i t i o n  of f e m in is t  th e o ry .  B e c a u se  th is  is  t r u e ,  sh e  d i r e c t s  h e r s e l f  

to th e  m o s t  fam o u s  a n t i f e m in is t  t r a c t  of a l l ,  J e r o m e ' s  E p i s t l e  A g a in s t  

Jo v in ia n ,  In an  a l l - o u t  a t ta c k ,  the  w ife ch o o se s  the  s id e  of the  h e r e t i c ,  

a s  P r a t t  n o te s :

The Wife of B a th  h a s  b e e n  p r a i s e d ,  in  o u r  t im e ,  fo r  the  m o d e rn i ty  
of h e r  d e fe n se ;  b u t  the  m o d e r n i s t  in  th is  c o n t r o v e r s y  is  the  f o u r th - 
c e n tu r y  h e r e t i c  J o v in ia n  who, f ly ing  in the  fa c e s  of St. P a u l  and 
m o n a s t i c i s m ,  d e c l a r e d  th a t  v i r g in i ty  and  m a r r i a g e  a r e  eq u a lly  
w o r th y  in  the  s ig h t  of God, and  fa v o re d  a  m a r r i e d  c le rg y .  ^

In the  m o u th  of A lic e  of B ath  is  pu t an  e x p l ic i t  d e fe n se  of a

" th i s - w o r l d l i n e s s "  w hich  w as  u s u a l ly  only  im p l ic i t ly  o p p o sed  to  w hat

2
L o v e jo y  h a s  c a l le d  the  'o f f ic ia l '  id e a l  of " o th e r w o r ld l in e s s .  " The f i r s t

p a r t  of h e r  p ro lo g u e  is  an  a g g r e s s iv e  a t te m p t  to  a s s e r t  the  r ig h t s  of the

n a t u r a l  im p u ls e  to r e p ro d u c e  and s e e k  p l e a s u r e  a g a in s t  the  e x t r a n a tu r a l

id e a l s  of v i rg in i ty  a n d  a s c e t i c i s m .

God bad  us f o r  to  w exe and m u l t ip ly e  ;
T h a t  g e n t i l  te x t  k a n  I w e l u n d e rs to n d e .

(D. 28-29)

T h a t  M a r r i a g e  is  a  p o s i t iv e  good and  no t j u s t  a  l e s s e r  ev il  she  a g g r e s 

s iv e ly  s t a t e s :

^Ib id . , pp. 6 0 -6 1 . 

2
A r th u r  O. L ove joy , The G r e a t  C hain  of B eing  (H a rv a rd  Univ. , 

1936), pp. 25 -26 .
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Y b le s s e d  be God th a t  I h av e  w edded  fyve !
W elco m e  the  s ix te ,  w han  th a t  eve r e  he  sh a l .

(D. 44 -45 )

If th is  is  t r u e ,  i t  m ig h t  be  o b je c ted ,  sh e  h a s  no r e a s o n  to b e g in  

h e r  p ro lo g u e  w ith  a n  a s s e r t i o n  of h e r  a b i l i ty ,  b e c a u s e  of h e r  e x p e r ie n c e ,  

"T o  sp ek e  of wo th a t  is  in m a r ia g e .  " (D. 3) A lice  is  re p ly in g  to  the  

th e o r iz in g  of the  c e l ib a te  " a u c to r i t e e s "  w ith  the  w eigh t of h e r  v e r y  

c o n s id e ra b le  e x p e r ie n c e  in  m a r r i a g e .  She h a s  b e e n  to ld  la te ly  th a t  

C h r i s t  c o u n se le d  by  e x a m p le  th a t  peop le  sh ou ld  w ed only once . And if  

th is  w e r e  no t enough, a  c l e r i c  h a s  ju s t  b e e n  app ly ing  a b s t r a c t  " a u c to r i t e e "  

to the  s u b je c t  she  know s b e s t .  She is  qu ite  w il l in g  to  a d m i t  th a t  t h e r e  

is  woe in m a r r i a g e  - -  who sh ou ld  know b e t t e r  th an  sh e ,  who h a s  d e a l t  

so  m u ch  of i t ?  But th e s e  c l e r k s  h ave  too long h ad  the  s ta g e  on th is  

s u b je c t  w h ile  the r e a l  e x p e r t s  su ch  a s  A lic e  of B ath  h av e  b e e n  ig n o re d .  

Now, j u s t  a t  the  t im e  th a t  sh e  is  looking  fo r  a n o th e r  h u sb an d , one c l e r k  

h a s  to ld  h e r  th a t  sh e  sh o u ld  only  have  m a r r i e d  once  and a n o th e r  h a s  

ju s t  f in ish e d  te l l in g  s o m e  ta le  a t  a  w o m a n 's  e x p en se .

A lic e  f i r s t  th ro w s  S o lom on in the  fa c e s  of the  c l e r k s .  T h e r e  is  

in  th is  e x a m p le ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  double im p a c t  w h ich  is  e v id en t  th r o u g h 

out h e r  p ro lo g u e .  H e r  p ro lo g u e  is  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  a  d e fe n se  of h e r 

se lf ,  h e r  p o in t  of v iew  and  h e r  sex , and  a  m o r e  dam ning  in d ic tm e n t  

of a l l  th e s e  th a n  any  c l e r k  could  have  m a n a g e d .  The Wife a t te m p ts  to 

u se  th e  e x am p le  of So lom on  to s u p p o r t  h e r  own p r a c t i c e :

God w oot, th is  nob le  kyng, a s  to  m y  w it.
T he f i r s t e  nyght h ad  m a n y  a  m y r i e  fit
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W ith ech  of h e m , so  w el w as h y m  on lyve.
Y b le s se d  be God th a t  I h av e  w edded  fyve!

(D. 41-44)

J e r o m e  and  o th e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  had  long pu t Solom on in  a  t r i o  of g r e a t  m e n

b ro u g h t  low by w om en :

Who w as s t r o n g e r  th a t  S am pson , w y s e r  th a t  S a lo m o n , h o ly e r  tha t 
D av id ?  And y it th e i  w e re  a l o v e rc o m e n  b y  the q u e y n tis e  and w h ile s  
of w om en . ^

The r e s t  of h e r  p ro lo g u e  w o rk s  in m u ch  the  s a m e  w ay. By echoing  the 

m o s t  fam o u s  a n t i f e m in is t  t r a c t  of a l l  in h e r  d e fe n se ,  and  b y  re v e a l in g  

th a t  in  h e r  c a s e  th e r e  is a  b a s i s  f o r  m u c h  of the a b u se  h e a p e d  on w om en, 

the  w ife  su p p o r ts  c l e r k i s h  " a u c to r i t e e "  a t  the  s a m e  t im e  sh e  is  so  v i g o r 

o u s ly  opposing  to i t  h e r  own " e x p e r ie n c e .  "

T h e s e  f i r s t  163 l in e s  m an ag e  to  c o n c is e ly  s u m m a r i z e  the m a in  

p o in ts  of the  long d i s c u s s io n  of p e r f e c t io n  and  fecu n d ity ,  v i rg in i ty  and 

m a r r i a g e .  T h is  p o r t io n  of the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e  could h a v e  b e e n  p ro f i ta b ly  

d i s c u s s e d  in the l a s t  c h a p te r ,  had  th is  no t done v io le n c e  to  the  r e s t  of 

the  p ro lo g u e ,  and in d eed  th e se  l in e s ,  in  so m e  fo rm ,  m a y  a t  one t im e  

h a v e  b e en  d e s ig n e d  to in t ro d u c e  the S h ip m a n 's  T a l e .

The Wife b r in g s  f o r th  enough ev id en c e  to s u p p o r t  h e r  s ide  to  h ave  

m a d e  Jo v in ia n  p ro u d  of h e r .  F i r s t ,  sh e  b r in g s  fo r w a r d  e x a m p le s  of 

Old T e s ta m e n t  p o ly g a m is t s ,  Solom on, A b ra h a m , and  J a c o b .  Next, 

sh e  re c o u n ts  P a u l ' s  p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  on the  su b je c t  of m a r r i a g e  in

^Quoted in G. R. O w st, L i t e r a t u r e  and P u lp i t  in  M ed iev a l  E ng land , 
(C a m b rid g e :  a t  the  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1933), p. 385.
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I C o r in th ia n s  and r e m in d s  h e r  l i s t e n e r s  th a t  v i r g in i ty  is  not a  c o m m a n d m e n t  

of God bu t only  a c o u n se l  of P a u l .  She a c c e p t s  the  g ra d a t io n  w h ich  t r a d i 

t io n  a l lo t te d  to v i rg in i ty ,  c h a s te  w idow hood, and  m a r r i a g e ,  u s in g  J e r o m e ' s

m e ta p h o r  of v e s s e l s  of w ood, of s i l v e r ,  and  of gold. But, a c c e p t in g  th is ,

she  r e f u s e s  to be s h a m e d  b y  the  c o m p a r i s o n .

F o r  w e l ye know e a  l o r d  in  h is  h o u sh o ld
He n a th  n a t  e v e r y  v e s s e l  a l  of gold;
S o m m e  b e en  of t r e e ,  and  doon h i r  l o r d  s e r v y s e .
God c le p e th  fo lk  to  h y m  in  so n d ry  w y se .
And e v e r i c h  h a th  of God a  p r o p r e  y if te ,
S o m t h i s ,  s o m  th a t ,  a s  h y m  l ik e th  s h i f te .

(D. 99-104)

P a r t  of the  a p p ea l  of th is  p a r t  of th e  W ife of B a th 's  p ro lo g u e  is  th is  f o r t h 

r ig h t  a n s w e r in g  of a l l  the  c l e r k i s h  c l ic h e s  c o n c e rn in g  m a r r i a g e  and  h e r  

d e te r m in e d  a s s e r t i o n  of th e  w o r th  of the  m a r r i e d  s ta t e .  In an  a g e  w hen 

a  s ta p le  f e a tu r e  of p u lp i t  l i t e r a t u r e  w as th e  c h a s t i s e m e n t  of w o m en , the

W ife 's  l i s t e n e r s  m u s t  h a v e  fe l t  a  sn e a k in g  a d m i r a t io n  f o r  h e r  v ig o ro u s

r e b u t ta l .

E v e n  b e fo re  the  end  of th is  f i r s t  p a r t ,  h o w e v e r ,  the  W ife b e g in s  

to  sh if t  f r o m  the s u b je c t  of v i rg in i ty  and  m a r r i a g e  and  the n u m b e r  of 

t im e s  sh e  is  a l lo w ed  to  m a r r y  to an  a c c o u n t  of h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  m a r 

r ia g e  and  an  a s s e r t i o n  and  d e fe n se  of h e r  th e o r y  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p r o p e r  

r o le s  of m e n  and w o m en :

An h o u sb o n d e  I w ol h a v e ,  I w ol n a t  l e t t e .
W hich  s h a l  be  b o the  m y  d e t to u r  and  m y  th r a l .
And h a v e  h is  t r i b u la c io n  w ith a l
Upon h is  f l e s s h ,  w h il  th a t  I a m  h is  wyf.

(D. 154-57)
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M a r r i a g e  is  to  b e  a  p u r g a to r y  f o r  the m an  who m a r r i e s  A lice .  H e re

is  a  r e l ig io u s  func tion  of m a r r i a g e  fo r  th e s e  c l e r k s  to  th ink  about!

A f te r  the  P a r d o n e r ' s  in te r r u p t io n ,  the  W ife b e g in s  to r e c o u n t

h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s .

I s h a l  s e y e  soo th , the h o u sb o n d es  th a t  I h a d d e .
As t h r e  of h e m  w e r e  goode, and  two w e r e  b a d d e .

(D. 195-96)

She so o n  show s why she  c a l l s  the  th r e e  old  h u sb a n d s  'good. ' T hey  gave

h e r  t h e i r  r i c h e s  and  gave th e m s e lv e s  up to  h e r  g o v e rn a n c e .

I g o v e rn e d  h e m  so w e l ,  a f t e r  m y  law e.
T h a t  ech  of h e m  ful b l i s fu l  w as and  faw e 
To b ry n g e  m e  gaye th y n g es  f r o m  the  f a y r e .

(D. 219-21)

She u s e s  the  s to r y  of how  she  ga in ed  the  u p p e r  hand  a s  an  e x e m p lu m

fo r  w iv e s .  H e r e  a g a in  sh e  u s e s  a n t i f e m in is t  l i t e r a t u r e  fo r  a  d i f f e r e n t

p u rp o s e  f r o m  th a t  of the  c l e r k s .  H e r  a cc o u n t  of the  w ay  she r a i l e d  a t

h e r  h u s b a n d s  is  ta k en  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  T h e o p h r a s tu s 's  p a s s a g e  quoted  in

J e r o m e ' s  e p is t le  A g a in s t  J o v in ia n .  A lice  s a y s ,

A w ys  wyf sh a l ,  if th a t  sh e  kan  h i r  good.
Be r e  h y m  on honde th a t  the  cow is  w ood.
And ta k e  w i tn e s s e  of h i r  owene m ay d e  
Of h i r  a s s e n t ;  bu t h e r k n e th  how I s ay d e :

'S i r  o lde  k a y n a rd ,  is  th is  thyn a r r a y ?
Why is  m y  n e ig h e b o r e s  wyf so  g ay ?
She is  h o n o u re d  o v e r  a l  t h e r  she  gooth;
I s i t t e  a t  h o o m , I h a v e  no th r i f ty  c loo th .
W hat do s to w  a t  m y  n e ig h e b o r e s  hous  ?
Is sh e  so  f a i r  ? a r to w  so  a m o r o u s ?

(D. 231-40)

T h is  is  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  T h e o p h r a s tu s :
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M a tr o n s  w ant m a n y  th in g s ,  c o s t ly  d r e s s e s ,  go ld , je w e ls ,  g r e a t  
o u t la y ,  m a i d - s e r v a n t s , a l l  k inds  of f u r n i t u r e ,  l i t t e r s  and g ilded  
c o a c h e s .  T hen  com e c u r t a i n - l e c t u r e s  the l iv e lo n g  n igh t: she  
c o m p la in s  th a t  one la d y  goes  ou t b e t t e r  d r e s s e d  th an  sh e :  th a t  
a n o th e r  is  looked  up to by  a l l :  'I  a m  a  p o o r  d e s p is e d  nobody  a t
the  l a d ie s '  a s s e m b l i e s .  ' 'Why did  you ogle  th a t  c r e a t u r e  n ex t  
d o o r  ? ' ^

It w il l  b e  n o t ic e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  w h e r e a s  T h e o p h ra s tu s  h a s  a s s u m e d  th a t  

a l l  of th e s e  ' c u r t a i n - l e c t u r e s ' a r e  d e l iv e re d  in  e a r n e s t ,  the Wife r e v e a ls  

th a t  th e y  a r e  d e l iv e re d  f o r  r e a s o n s  of po licy .

0  L o rd !  the  peyne I d ide  h e m  and the  wo,
F u l  g i l t e le e s ,  b y  G oddes  s w e e te  pyne!
F o r  a s  an  h o r s  I koude b y te  and  w hyne.
1 koude  p ley n e ,  and y i t  w as  in  the g i l t .
O r  e l le s  o ften  ty m e  h ad d e  I b e e n  s p i l t .
W hoso th a t  f i r s t  to m i l le  c o m th , f i r s t  g ry n t ;
I p le y n ed  f i r s t ,  so  w as  o u re  w e r r e  y s ty n t .

(D. 384-90)

The W ife 's  p ro lo g u e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th is  p a r t  of it, is  am ong  o th e r  

th ings  a  co m p en d iu m  of the  m o s t  fa m o u s  c h a r g e s  m a d e  a g a in s t  w om en .

In h e r  a c c o u n t  of the w ay  sh e  r a i l e d  a g a in s t  h e r  th r e e  old h u sb a n d s ,  

she  s u r h m a r iz e s  the  s u b s ta n c e  of the  p a s s a g e  of T h e o p h ra s tu s  quoted  

in J e r o m e ' s  e p is t le .  N ex t,  m u c h  is  ta k en  f r o m  the  p a s s a g e  of the  M i r o i r  

de M a r ia g e  in  w hich  D e sc h a m p s  re w o rk e d  th is  p a s s a g e .  Of th is  p a r t  

of the  p ro lo g u e ,  P r a t t  s a y s  i t  show s s ig n s  of b e in g  w r i t t e n  a t  a  d i f f e r 

en t  t im e  f r o m  the f i r s t  p a r t .

In  the  M i r o i r  the  old w o m an  w as  p r e s e n t e d  a s  ad d ic ted  to P i l g r im a g e s  
and  p u n c ti l io u s  about p r e c e d e n c e  a t  o f f e r in g s ;  h e n ce  i t  m a y  h av e  b e e n  
a t  th is  t im e  th a t  C h a u c e r 's  f ig u re  ( tha t i s ,  the  p o r t r a i t  of the  Wife

^ J ero m e ,  A g a in s t  J o v in ia n u s ,  t r a n s .  W. H. F r e e m a n t le  ("N icene
and P o s t - N i c e n e  F a t h e r s ,  " S econ d  S e r i e s ,  N o . 6), p. 383.
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in  the  G e n e ra l  P ro lo g u e )  took  on th e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  In th e  M i r o i r , 
too , is  the  d e l ic a te  to u c h  of the widow who b u r i e s  h e r  h u sb an d  i n 
e x p e n s iv e ly  and a t  h is  f u n e ra l  h as  an  eye out f o r  h is  s u c c e s s o r  - -  
m o tif s  by  m e a n s  of w h ich  C h au c e r  w as  to  fu s e  the  a d v e n tu re s  of 
h u sb a n d s  fo u r  and f iv e .  ^

P r a t t ' s  a r g u m e n t  th a t  the  a c c o u n t  of the l a s t  two h u sb an d s  is  d i f f e r e n t  in

tone f r o m  th a t  of the f i r s t  t h r e e  and w as p ro b a b ly  w r i t t e n  a t  a  d i f f e r e n t

t im e  is  p e r s u a s iv e .  T h e re  s e e m s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a t  l e a s t  a  d r a m a t i c  un ity

in  a l l  th a t  fo llow s the  P a r d o n e r ' s  in te r ru p t io n .

M o s t  obv ious ly , th e r e  is  the r e f e r e n c e  to  the u n sp ec if ie d  husband

of the  f i r s t  t h r e e  who is  s u sp ic io u s  of h e r  f r i e n d s h ip  w ith  "o u re  a p p re n t ic e ,

J a n e k y n .  " A lice  e x la im s ,

I w ol h y m  noght, thogh  thou  w e re  deed  to m o rw e !
(D. 307)

T h is  h e lp s  to  p r e p a r e  fo r  the  s c e n e  a t  the  f u n e r a l  of h e r  fo u r th  h u sb an d

w hen in h e r  b e re a v e d  s ta t e  sh e  n o t ic e s  the  le g s  of " Jan k y n , o u re  c le r k " :

As h e lp  m e  God! w han  th a t  I saugh  h y m  go 
A f te r  the  b ee  r e ,  m e  though te  he hadde  a  p a i r e  
Of le g g e s  and of f e e t  so  d e n e  and f a i r e  
T h a t  a l  m yn  h e r t e  I yaf unto  h is  ho old.

(D. 596-99)

As e v id en ce  of A l ic e 's  c o n s ta n t  and in c o r r ig ib le  n a tu r e ,  th is  r e f e r e n c e  

to the  two J a n k y n 's  s e r v e s  to  t ie  the n a r r a t i v e  of the  f i r s t  t h r e e  h u sb an d s  

to th a t  of th e  l a s t  two.

A ls o ,  and  m uch  m o r e  im p o r ta n t ly ,  the  u n ity  of th is  l a s t  p a r t  of 

the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e  l ie s  in  the  b e a r in g  the  s t o r y  of h e r  m a r r i a g e s  h a s

^P ratt, p. 57.
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on h e r  d o c t r in e  of s o v e r e ig n ty ,  to w h ich  th e  ta le  w hich  fo llo w s  i s  a d 

d r e s s e d ,  and  a ls o  th is  u n ity  l i e s  in  h e r  c h a r a c t e r  - -  in  the  am b ig u o u s  

n a tu r e  of h e r  r e l a t io n  to  the  th re e  "g o o d e"  h u sb a n d s  and  to  th e  two "b ad d e"  

o n e s .

A lice  s a y s  th a t  the  f i r s t  t h r e e  h u s b a n d s  - -  old, r i c h ,  and  u x o r io u s  -

w e re  the  "goode" o n e s ,  and indeed  i t  is  e a s y  to  p e r c e iv e  th e  z e s t  w ith

w h ich  she  engaged  in  h e r  c o n te s ts  w ith  t h e m  f o r  m a s t e r y .  B ut th e y  a r e

u n d i f f e r e n t ia te d  in h e r  m in d . The long  s p e e c h  w hich  she  g iv e s  a s  an

e x am p le  of the  w ay  a  w o m a n  shou ld  t a lk  to  h e r  h u sb an d  i s  a d d r e s s e d  to

a n  u n sp e c if ie d  one who r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  t h r e e .  H e r  m e m o r i e s  of th e m  a r e

h u m o ro u s :

A s h e lp  m e  God, I lau g h e  w han I thynke  
How p i to u s ly  a -n y g h t  I m a d e  h e m  sw ynke!

(D. 2 0 1 -2 )

But sh e  h a s  no fond and  t e n d e r  m e m o r i e s  o f  th e m  to m a k e  one s ta n d  ou t

f r o m  th e  r e s t .  In f a c t ,  though th ey  w ould  s e e m  to fu lf i l l  h e r  r e q u i r e 

m e n ts  of a  h u sb an d ,  who is  to  be r i c h  and  l i b e r a l  and w is e  enough  to 

r e l in q u is h  s o v e r e ig n ty ,  she  s a y s .

T h ey  loved  m e  so  w e l ,  by  God ab o v e ,
T h a t  I ne  to ld e  no d e y n tee  of h i r  love!

(D. 20 7 -8 )

T h is  shou ld  be c o m p a r e d  w ith  h e r  a c c o u n t  of Jan k y n ,  th e  s e c o n d  of h e r

two "b ad d e "  h u s b a n d s :

I t ro w e  I loved  h y m  b e s t ,  f o r  th a t  he 
W as of h is  love  d a u n g e ro u s  to m e .

(D. 513-14)
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H e re  a s  e l s e w h e re  in  the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e ,  c o n t r a s t  and  p a ra d o x  w o rk  to 

p r e s e n t  A lice  of B a th  a s  a  m o r e  co m p lex  c h a r a c t e r  than  sh e  s e e m e d  a t  

f i r s t  g lan ce .

The old h u sb a n d s  w e r e  the  good o n e s ,  y e t  she  did  no t love  th e m .

And y e t  in  b a co n  h a d d e  I n e v e r e  d e li t ;
T h a t  m a d e  m e  th a t  eve  r e  I w olde h e m  ch ide .

(D. 418-19)

She got f r o m  th e m  t h e i r  w e a l th ,  in  k eep in g  w ith  h e r  p h i lo so p h y  of the

r e la t io n s  of the s e x e s  (echoing  L a  V ie il le  in  th e  R o m a n  de la  R o s e ) :

Wynne w hoso  m a y ,  f o r  a l  i s  f o r  to  s e l l e ;
W ith em p ty  h and  m e n  m a y  none h a u k e s  l u r e .

(D. 414 -15)

But h e r  " se l l in g "  is  th e  m o s t  v iv id  m e m o r y  sh e  h a s  of th e m  - -  and  the

k in d e s t .  She g ives  aw ay  the  r e a s o n  fo r  th is  in  h e r  a c c o u n t  of h e r  fif th

h u s b a n d ,  Jan k y n , who w a s  bo th  the  w o r s t  and  b e s t  of h e r  h u s b a n d s :

We w o m m en  ban , if th a t  I s h a l  n a t  ly e .
In th is  m a te r e  a  qu ey n te  fa n ta sy e ;
W ayte w hat thyng w e m a y  n a t  l ig h t ly  h av e .
T he  r a f t e r  w ol w e c r i e  a l  day  and c r a v e .
F o r b e d e  us thyng , an d  th a t  d e s i r e n  we;
P r e e s e  on us f a s t e ,  and  thanne  w ol w e f ie .
W ith d a u n g e r  oute  w e a l  o u re  c h a f fa re ;
G r e e t  p r e e s  a t  m a r k e t  m a k e th  d e e r e  w a r e .
And to  g r e e t  ch eep  i s  ho lde  a t  l i t e l  p r y s :
T h is  know eth  e v e r y  w o m m a n  th a t  is  w y s .

(D. 515-24)

T h is  is  an  im p o r ta n t  p a s s a g e .  In i t  the  W ife g iv e s  aw ay  m o r e

th a n  she  r e a l i z e s .  She s a id  b e fo re  h e r  a c c o u n t  of the  w ay  sh e  t r e a t e d

th e  o ld  h u sb an d s  th a t  sh e  w as  a d d r e s s in g  " w ise  w y v e s ,  th a t  k a n  u n d e r 

s to n d e ,  " (D. 225) In th is  p a s s a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  sh e  a d m i t s  th a t  " e v e r y
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w o m m a n  th a t  is  w y s"  know s so m eth in g  e l s e ,  and  th is  so m e th in g  e l s e  

pu ts  h e r  s to r y  ab o u t the  w ay  sh e  ga ined  m a s t e r y  of the  old h u s b a n d s  in 

a  d i f f e r e n t  l igh t.  She w as  no t s a t i s f i e d  u n ti l  sh e  ga ined  s o v e re ig n ty ,  bu t 

once  sh e  h ad  it she  w as  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  i t .  D ra m a t ic a l ly  the  a cco u n t 

of the  f i r s t  th r e e  h u sb a n d s  p r e p a r e s  f o r  the  r e s o lu t io n  w hich  is  a p p ro a c h e d  

in the  fo u r th  m a r r i a g e  and a t ta in e d  in the  f if th , a  r e s o lu t io n  to  be  echoed  

to so m e  e x ten t  in the  ta le  w hich  follows it.

In th e  fo u r th  h u sb a n d ,  A lice  a lm o s t  m e e t s  h e r  m a tc h .  U nlike 

th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  h u sb an d s  h e  is  young. He is  a l s o  l ik e  h e r  in  o th e r  w ay s  

th an  ag e  :

M y fo u r th  h o u sb o n d e  w as  a  r e v e lo u r ;
T h is  is  to sey n , h e  h ad d e  a  p a r a m o u r .
And I w as  yong and  fu l  of r a g e  ry e ,
S t ib o u rn  and s t ro n g ,  and  jo ly  a s  a  pye.

(D. 453-56)

The ta b le s  a r e  s t a r t in g  to  be tu rn e d  on h e r .  In h e r  o th e r  m a r r i a g e s  the

h u sb a n d s  w e re  old and e a s i ly  led .  T h is  one is  a lm o s t  a  m a tc h  f o r  h e r  - -

enough  so  to  give h im  a  p la c e  a s  an  in d iv id u a l  in  h e r  r e m e m b r a n c e .  As

sh e  h ad  p lay ed  f a l s e  w ith  h e r  o th e r  h u sb a n d s ,  he  is  p lay ing  f a ls e  w ith

h e r ;  fo r  the  f i r s t  t im e  she  is  t ru ly  b o th e re d .  U ntil  now she  h a s  m e r e ly

u s e d  je a lo u s y  a s  a  c o v e r  f o r  h e r  own a c t iv i t i e s :

I sw o o r  th a t  a l  m y  w alkynge  out be  nyghte  
W as f o r  t 'e s p y e  w e n ch e s  th a t  he  d igh te ;
U n d e r  th a t  c o lo u r  had d e  I m a n y  a  m y r th e .

(D. 397-99)

Now, h o w e v e r ,  h e r  j e a lo u s y  is  re a l :
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I s e y e ,  I hadde  in  h e r t e  g r e e t  d e sp i t  
T h a t  he  of any  o o th e r  h ad  d e li t .

(D. 481-82)

N e v e r th e le s s ,  in  the end th is  h u sb an d  is  no m a tc h  f o r  h e r  e i t h e r .  She 

is  h is  p u r g a to r y  a s  sh e  w a s  th a t  of the  f i r s t  t h r e e ,  fo r  w h ich  r e a s o n ,  

sh e  s a y s .

F o r  w hich  I hope h is  so u l  be  in  g lo r ie .
(D. 490)

T h is  is  a  hope sh e  h a s  not e x p r e s s e d  abou t the  o th e r  h u s b a n d s ,

and  in d eed  h e r  m e m o r y  of h im  e x p r e s s e s  a  t e n d e r n e s s  not m a n i f e s t e d

in  h e r  p r i o r  accoun t:

L a t  hy m  f a r e  w e l,  God yeve h is  sou l r e s t e !
He is  now in h is  g ra v e  and in h is  c h e s te .

(D. 501-2)

N e v e r th e le s s ,  the a c c o u n t  of h is  fu n e ra l  sh o w s th a t  h is  m e m o r y  is  not

so  d e a r  a s  to i n t e r f e r e  w ith  h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  and a m a to r y  in s t in c t s .

H is  f u n e r a l  w as qu ite  in e x p en s iv e ;  it  w ould h a v e  b e e n  w a s te fu l  to  h a v e

h a d  a n  e x p en s iv e  one . And i t  w as a t  the  m o d e s t  f u n e ra l  of the  fo u r th

h u sb a n d  th a t  she  n o t ic e d  J a n k y n 's  le g s .

F o r  the  f i r s t  t im e ,  the  p o s i t io n s  a r e  r e v e r s e d  f o r  A l ic e .  Now

sh e  is  o ld e r  than  the  h u sb an d  - -  fo r ty  to  h is  tw en ty . And m o r e  th an

th is  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e s :

W hat sho lde  I s e y e ?  b u t ,  a t  the m o n th e s  ende .
T h is  jo ly  c le r k ,  J a n k y n ,  th a t  w as so  h e n d e .
H a th  w edded  m e  w ith  g r e e t  so le m p n y te e ;
And to h y m  yaf I a l  the  lond and fee 
T h a t  e v e r e  w as m e  y ev en  th e rb i fo o r e .
B ut a f te rw a r d  r e p e n te d  m e  ful s o o re .

(D. 627-32)
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T his  l a s t  m ig h t  h av e  b e e n  the  u t t e r a n c e  of one of A l i c e ' s  o ld  h u sb a n d s .

J u s t  a s  th e y  gave up th e i r  w e a l th  to  h e r ,  she  h a s  g iv e n  up h e r s  to Jan k y n .

And j u s t  a s  ev en  th a t  a c t io n  did  no t buy p e ac e  f o r  th e  o ld  h u s b a n d s ,  she

is  s u b je c te d  to  n ig h tly  r e a d in g s  f r o m  a n t i - f e m in i s t  l i t e r a t u r e .  H e re  is

r e a s o n  enough  f o r  h e r  g r e a t  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  J e r o m e ' s  e p i s t l e  A g a in s t

J o v in ia n . She h a s  h e a r d  it o ften .

He h a d d e  a  book  th a t  g la d ly ,  nygh t and  day,
F o r  h is  d e s p o r t  he  w olde  r e d e  a lw ay ;
He c le p e d  i t  V a le r ie  and T h e o f r a s te ,
A t w h ic h  book  he  lough  a lw e y  ful f a s te .
And e e k  t h e r  w as  s o m ty m e  a c l e r k  a t  Rome,
A c a r d in a l ,  th a t  h ig h te  S e in t J e r o m e ,
T h a t  m a d e  a  book ag ay n  J o v in ia n  . . . .

(D. 669-75)

L i t t le  w o n d e r  th a t  she  sh o u ld  co m e  to tak e  the s id e  of J o v in ia n .

R e t r ib u t io n  h a s  co m e  to A lice  fo r  a l l  the  w oe sh e  h a s  d e a l t  h e r

f o r m e r  h u s b a n d s .

Who w o ld e  w en e , o r  who w o lde  su p p o se .
T he wo th a t  in m y n  h e r t e  w a s ,  and  p y n e ?

(D. 786-87)

But i f  sh e  i s  in  the  p l ig h t  of h e r  f o r m e r  h u s b a n d s ,  sh e  is  no t the  one 

to s u f f e r  p a s s iv e ly .  W hile  sh e  h a s  a d m i t te d  th a t  sh e  r e c e iv e d  h e r  

" lu s t ,  " h e r  l i k e r o u s n e s s e "  f r o m  V enus , she  a l s o  ad d ed  th a t  M a r s  

yaf m e  m y  s tu r d y  h a r d i n e s s e .
(D. 612)

H e r  " h a r d i n e s s e "  f in a l ly  a r o u s e d  by  h is  i n c e s s a n t  r e a d in g  f r o m  h is  a n t i 

f e m in i s t  c o l le c t io n ,  she  t e a r s  t h r e e  le a v e s  f r o m  h is  boo k  and  th ro w s  th e m  

in th e  f i r e , re c e iv in g  in  r e t u r n  the  blow  on the  e a r  w h ic h  d e a fe n s  it .
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A lice  s a y s  th a t  J a n k y n 's  r e m o r s e  a l lo w ed  h e r  f in a l ly  to g a in  the

m a s t e r y  w h ich  she  h a s  b e e n  a c c u s to m e d  to in  h e r  o th e r  m a r r i a g e s .

He yaf m e  a l  the  b r id e l  in  m y n  bond ,
To b a n  the  g o v e rn a n c e  of hous  and  lo n d ,
And of h is  to n g e , and of h is  bond a l s o ;
And m a d e  h y m  b re n n e  h is  book  anon  r ig h t  tho.

(D. 813-16)

It s e e m s  a t  f i r s t  g lan ce  th a t  a l l  h a s  ended  fo r  h e r  in  th is  m a r 

r ia g e  a s  b e f o r e .  She h ad  m o r e  d if f icu l ty  in  ga in ing  m a s t e r y  th is  t im e ,  

p e r h a p s ,  b u t  now, sh e  s a y s ,  she  is  in  c o n t ro l .  T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  in 

w ha t fo llow s a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of the  p a r a d o x  w h ich  i s  im p l i c i t  in  h e r  a cc o u n t  

of th r e e  "goode"  h u sb a n d s  who did n o t  l e a v e  h e r  w ith  t e n d e r  m e m o r ie s  

and  the  two "b ad d e"  ones  who did.

And w han  th a t  I h ad d e  g e ten  unto  m e ,
By m a i s t r i e ,  a l  th e  s o v e r a y n te e .
And th a t  h e  se y d e ,  'Myn owene t r e w e  wyf.
Do a s  th r e e  l u s t  the  t e r m e  of a l  thy  ly f;
K eep thyn  h o n o u r ,  and k e ep  e ek  m y n  e s t a a t '
A f te r  th a t  day  w e h ad d en  n e v e r  d e b a a t .
God h e lp e  m e  so , I w as  to  h y m  a s  kynde  
As any  wyf f r o m  D e n m a r k  unto Ynde,
And a ls o  t r e w e ,  and  so  w as  he  to  m e ,
I p r e y  to  God, th a t  s i t  in  m a g e s te e .
So b l e s s e  h is  so u le  fo r  h is  m e r c y  d e e r e .

(D. 817-27)

A c c o rd in g  to th e  d o c tr in e  e x p r e s s e d  by  the  Wife in  h e r  a cc o u n t  

of h e r  f i r s t  t h r e e  m a r r i a g e s ,  the  o ld  h u s b a n d s  shou ld  h av e  b e e n  p e r f e c t .  

T h ey  gave h e r  t h e i r  w e a l th ,  t h e i r  s u b s e r v i e n c e ,  and  the  f r e e d o m  to  p u r 

sue  h e r  e x t r a m a r i t a l  a d v e n tu r e s .  Y et sh e  r e m e m b e r s  th o se  m a r r i a g e s  

w ith  m o r e  la u g h te r  th a n  joy; th o se  h u s b a n d s  a l l  m e r g e  in  h e r  m e m o ry .  

H e r  fo u r th  h u sb an d  gave  h e r  p a in  and  j e a l o u s y  b e fo re  sh e  subdued  h im



382

and shou ld , by  h e r  th e o ry ,  h av e  b e en  a  bad  h u sb an d . Yet she r e m e m b e r s  

h im  w ith  te n d e r  w o rd s  no t g iven  the  f i r s t  t h r e e .  T h e  f if th  h u sb an d  shou ld  

h av e  b e e n  the  w o r s t  of a l l .  A lic e  s a y s  th a t  she  i s  s t i l l  r e m in d e d  of h im  

by  the  ach in g  of h e r  r i b s ;  ye t

I t ro w e  I loved  h y m  b e s t .  . . .
(D. 513)

In fa c t ,  h e r  a cc o u n t  of h e r  e x p e r ie n c e s  b e l i e s  h e r  d o c tr in e .  She 

h a s  s a id  " a l  i s  f o r  to s e l l e ,  " y e t  s h e  m a r r i e d  h e r  b e s t  h u sb an d  " fo r  lo v e ,  

and  no r i c h e s s e .  " She h a s  a d v is e d  w iv es  to be  s h r e w i s h  w ith  t h e i r  h u s 

b an d s  in  o r d e r  to  g a in  m a s t e r y  and to c o v e r  t h e i r  in f id e l i t ie s ;  y e t  h e r  

fo n d e s t  m e m o r y  is  of the  p e r io d  w hen  she  w as  t r u e  to  h e r  h u sb an d  and

a s  kynde
A s any  wyf f r o m  D e n m a r k  unto  Ynde . . . .

(D. 823-24)

It i s  no t the  W ife 's  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  i s  a t  f a u l t ,  b u t  h e r  i n t e r p r e 

ta t io n  of it .  I n s t in c t iv e ly  sh e  know s w ha t she  d e n ie s  in te l le c tu a l ly  

th a t  m a r r i a g e  is  b e s t  w hen  t h e r e  is  none of the  co n ten t io n  w hich  she 

a d v i s e s .  The  d o c t r in e  of s o v e r e ig n ty  w hich  sh e  p ro p o u n d s  in h e r  ta le  

is  b e l ie d  in h e r  p ro lo g u e .  J a n k y n  w as  no m o r e  the  s o r t  to s u f f e r  p a s 

s iv e ly  th an  sh e ,  and  she  w as  c a r e f u l  n e v e r  to p ro v o k e  h im  a g a in .  T h is  

is  the  p a ra d o x  of h e r  p ro lo g u e .  H e r  w o r s t  h u sb an d  w as  h e r  b e s t ;  the  

p o o r e s t  and  m o s t  q u a r r e l s o m e  w as  the  b e s t  lo v ed . She could on ly  be 

h ap p y  w ith  s o v e r e ig n ty  w hen sh e  w as  w ise  enough not to  t r y  to  e x e r c i s e  

it .  It is  the  s a m e  k ind  of r e s o lu t io n ,  on a n o th e r  le v e l ,  w hich  K i t t r e d g e  

saw  in  the  F r a n k l i n 's  T a le ,  a t  th e  end of h is  v e r s i o n  of the  M a r r ia g e
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G roup . It is  a l s o  the  s a m e  kind of r e s o lu t io n  w hich  is  e x p r e s s e d  in  

the  ta le  w hich  fo llow s .

In c o m p a r in g  the  h e ro in e  of th e  W ife 's  ta le  w ith  the  Wife h e r 

se lf ,  K em p  M alone ends the  c o m p a r i s o n  by  a s s e r t i n g

. . . the  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r a s t  of a l l  c o m es  a t  the  end, w hen the  lady , 
no lo n g e r  lo a th ly ,  y ie ld s  to h e r  h u s b a n d  the  s o v e r e ig n ty  she h a s  
ju s t  w on and  b e c o m e s  an  ob ed ien t  w ife  the r e s t  of h e r  d ay s .  Not 
so  the Wife of Bath! T h e re  is  no n eed  to  la b o u r  the  po in t. The  
two w o m en  s ta n d  a t  o p p o s i te  p o le s .  ^

On the  c o n t r a r y ,  the  ending  of the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e  and  h e r  ta le  s e e m

so v e r y  s i m i l a r  a s  to  w a r r a n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of d i s c u s s io n  of the  po in t.

How a r e  w e to  ta k e  the a s s ig n m e n t  of the  ta le  to  h e r ,  g iv en  the  v e r y

d e l ib e ra te  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  the  a u th o r  h a s  r e a s s ig n e d  a  t a le  w h ich  a t

f i r s t  g lan ce  s e e m s  so  m u c h  m o r e  in  k e ep in g  w ith  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y ?

P r o f e s s o r  M a lo n e 's  a n s w e r  does  no t s e e m  convincing :

T h a t  th e  Wife of B ath  should  t e l l  a  ta le  ab o u t a  w o m an  so  d i f 
f e r e n t  f r o m  h e r s e l f  is  p e rh a p s  to  be  ta k e n  i ro n ic a l ly .  The W ife 's  
p ro lo g u e  and  h e r  ta le  bo th  have  th e  s a m e  su b je c t :  s o v e r e ig n ty  in  
m a r r i a g e .  It would be  h a r d  to im a g in e  two t r e a t m e n t s  of th is  
s u b je c t  m o r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  e ac h  o th e r .  And th e  c r e a m  of the  
joke  l i e s  in  the  W ife 's  u n a w a re n e s s  of th is  d i f f e r e n c e .  H e r  e p i 
logue show s us th a t  she  th inks  sh e  h a s  fo r t i f ie d  h e r  p o s i t io n  by 
h e r  t a le ,  w h e re a s  the  ta le  i t s e l f  show s us  the  c o n t r a r y .  ^

Is the  a c c o r d  r e a c h e d  a t  the  end of the  Wife of B a th 's  T a le  so  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th a t  re a c h e d  by  A lice  and  J a n k y n ?  We h a v e  s e e n  th a t  a s  

soon  a s  J a n k y n  gave up g o v e rn a n ce  to  h e r  sh e  b e c a m e  a s  k ind  to  h im

^Kemp M alone , "The W ife of B ath 's  T a le ,  " M LR, v . 57 (1962,
p. 489 .

2
Ibid.
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a s  any  w ife  in the  w o r ld .  If we h e a r  of no m o r e  c o n f l ic ts  w ith  a  young,

h o t - t e m p e r e d  one l ik e  Ja n k y n ,  a lm o s t  a  c a r b o n  copy of h e r  own young

se lf ,  i t  m u s t  s u r e ly  be  b e c a u s e  sh e  h a s  w is e ly  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  push ing

th is  m a s t e r y  v e r y  f a r .  She l e a r n e d  in  h e r  f if th  m a r r i a g e  w h a t she  could

not know in h e r  o th e r  fo u r  - -  th a t  c o n ten t io n  f o r  m a s t e r y  i s  n o t so  good

a s  a  co n co rd  in  w h ich  th e r e  is  no su ch  s t r iv in g .  J a n k y n 's  g iving up

s o v e re ig n ty  to h e r  h a s  no t b e e n  fo llow ed  by  w a n d e r in g s  and  in f id e l i t ie s

and added  t r i a l s  a s  h ad  b e e n  the  c a s e  w ith  th e  o th e r  h u s b a n d s .  R a th e r

she  b e c a m e  "k y n d e"  and  " t r e w e .  "

What is  the  end ing  of the  Wife of B a th 's  T a l e ? M uch  the  s a m e .

The kn igh t g iv e s  up the  m a s t e r y  e n t i r e ly  in to  th e  h a n d s  of h is  lo a th ly

b r id e .  H e r  a n s w e r  e c h o e s  the  end of the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e .

'K ys m e ,  ' quod s h e ,  'we be  no l e n g e r  w r o th e ;
F o r  by  m y  t r o u th e ,  I w ol be  to  yow b o th e .
T h is  is  to s ey n , y e ,  bo th e  f a i r  and  good.
I p r e y  to God th a t  I m o o te  s t e r v e n  wood.
But I to  you  be  a l s o  good and  t r e w e  
As e v e r e  wyf, w yn th a t  the  w o r ld  w as  newe.*

(D. 1239-44)

R a th e r  th an  p a r t  of a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  end ing , th e s e  l a s t  l in e s  sound s t r i k 

ing ly  l ik e  the  w o rd s  w ith  w h ich  A lic e  c lo s e s  h e r  a c c o u n t  of h e r  fif th  

m a r r i a g e :

God h e lp e  m e  so ,  I w a s  to  h y m  a s  kynde  
A s any  wyf f r o m  D e n m a r k  unto  Ynde,
And a l s o  t r e w e ,  and  so  w as  h e  to  m e .

(D. 823-25)

The W ife 's  p ro lo g u e  en d s  h a p p i ly  f o r  the  s a m e  r e a s o n  h e r  ta le  ends  

h ap p ily :  no one is  r e a l ly  em p lo y in g  m a s t e r y .
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Why d o es  the  Wife r e m e m b e r  J a n k y n  w ith  an  a f fe c t io n  not f e l t  

f o r  th e  t h r e e  "g o o d e"  h u sb a n d s  and only  p a r t i a l l y  fo r  the  o th e r  "b ad d e "  

o n e ?  If s o v e r e ig n ty  is w hat she  r e a l ly  d e s i r e s ,  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  should  

h av e  b e e n  the  good on es  indeed . H e r  m a s t e r y  o v e r  th e m  w as  the  m o s t  

c o m p le te  an d  the  m o s t  e a s i ly  o b ta in ed .  H e r  m a s t e r y  o v e r  the  fo u r th  

w as  m o r e  d if f icu l t  to  a t t a in  and  a p p a r e n t ly  l e s s  c o m p le te ,  y e t  he  is  

r e m e m b e r e d  w ith  a  p r a y e r  a s  sh e  h a s  n o t  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e :

L a t  h y m  f a r e  w e l ,  God yeve  h is  so u l  r e s t e !
(D. 501)

H e r  g r e a t e s t  a f fe c t io n  is  r e s e r v e d  fo r  the  h u s b a n d  who w as  h a r d e s t  of 

a l l  to  g a in  m a s t e r y  of and  f o r  love  of w h o m  s h e  c e a s e d  h e r  f o r m e r  

n agg ing , f a i th le s s  w a y s .  W hat has b e e n  the  s o u r c e  of h e r  h a p p in e s s  

is  n o t  s o v e r e ig n ty  b u t  so m e th in g  e l s e  w h ich  is  the  s u b je c t  of m u ch  d i s 

c u s s io n  in  h e r  t a le  - -  g e n t i l l e s s e .

It i s  the  lo a th ly  b r i d e ' s  s e r m o n  on g e n t i l l e s s e  w hich  f in a l ly  c o n 

v in c e s  the  kn ig h t  to  g ive in  to h e r .  H e r  s e r m o n  ta k e s  the  f o r m  of 

t h r e e  b r o a d  a r g u m e n t s .  The f i r s t  i s  th a t  h e  sh o u ld  not doubt h e r  

g e n t i l l e s s e  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  of h e r  low l in e a g e :  g e n t i l l e s s e  is  no t a  

m a t t e r  of h e r i t a g e .

'T h y  g e n t i l l e s s e  c o m e th  f r o  God a l lo n e .
T hanne  c o m th  o u re  v e r r a y  g e n t i l l e s s e  of g r a c e ;
It w as  no thyng b iq u e th e  us w ith  o u re  p la c e .  '

(D. 1162-64)

Second ly , i t  does  no t b e f i t  h is  own g e n t i l l e s s e  to  be  h o s t i le  to h e r  b e c a u s e  

of h e r  p o v e r ty .  P o v e r ty  is  h o n e s t :  C h r i s t  h im s e l f  c h o se  a  life  of p o v e r ty .
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'And t h e r f o r e ,  s i r e ,  syn  th a t  I nogh t yow g re v e .
Of m y  p o v e r te  n a m o o re  ye m e  r e p r e v e .

(D. 1205-6)

T h i rd ly ,  she  s a y s ,  i t  b e f i ts  h is  g e n t i l l e s s e  to  r e s p e c t  h e r  fo r  h e r  age

r a t h e r  than  d e s p is e  h e r  fo r  i t .  B e s id e s ,  age  and u g l in e s s  a r e  good

g u a rd ia n s  of c h a s t i ty .

'B u t na  the  l e e s ,  sy n  I knowe y o u re  d e l i t ,
I sh a l  fu lf i l le  y o u re  w o r ld ly  a p p é t i t .

C hese  now, ' quod sh e ,  'oon  of th i s e  thynges  tw eye;
To h a n  m e  foul and  old t i l  th a t  I d eye .
And be  to yow a  t r e w e ,  h u m b le  wyf.
And n e v e r e  yow d is p le s e  in a l  m y  lyf;
O r e l le s  ye wol h a n  m e  yong an d  f a i r .
And tak e  y o u re  a v e n tu re  of the  r e p a i r  
T h a t  sh a l  be  to y o u re  ho u s  by  cau s  of m e .
O r  in s o m  o o th e r  p la ce  m a y  w e l be . '

(D. 1217-26)

The young k n igh t,  m e t  w ith  th is  d i le m m a ,  g ives  h im s e l f  up to  h e r  gu idance .

T h is  i s  the  s a m e  d i le m m a  w h ich  T h e o p h ra s tu s  had  p o sed :

It i s  d if f icu l t  to g u a rd  w ha t m a n y  long  fo r .  It i s  annoying  to have  
w hat no one th inks  of p o s s e s s in g .  ^

In e v itab ly  he  p e r c e iv e s  th a t  the  so lu t io n  of the  d i le m m a  dep en d s

on the  c h a r a c t e r  of the  w ife . The a n t i f e m in is t s  m ig h t  h av e  s a id  th a t  if

it w e re  le f t  to h e r  a l l  w as  lo s t .  But t h e r e  i s  a  so lu tio n .  The w ife  w ill

be  both  f a i r  and  "g en t i l .  " A lthough  f a i r ,  she  w ill  sp i te  T h e o p h ra s tu s

and o th e r  a n t i f e m in is t s  and be  a lso  "good and t r e w e .  " T h is  is  m u ch

a k in  to  the  s o lu t io n  of A l i c e 's  f if th  m a r r i a g e .  It w as  no t in  h e r  p o w e r  to

r e c a p tu r e  the  b e a u ty  of h e r  youth , b u t  once  Jan k y n  h a s  s t a r t e d  to  be

^ J ero m e ,  " A gainst  J o v in ia n u s ,  " p. 383.
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g e n ti l  to w a rd  h e r ,  sh e  a l s o  is  to h im  bo th  k ind  and  t r u e .  G e n t i l l e s s e  

is  the so lu tio n  in b o th  h e r  p ro lo g u e  and ta le .

In h is  a r t i c l e  on the  C le r k 's  T a l e , D onald  B a k e r  s a y s  of g e n t i l l e s s e  

and th a t  t a le .

The p r e m i s e s  of C h a u c e r ' s  p o e m  a r e  c lo s e ly  l in k ed  w ith  id ea .  F o r  
w hen young and  v o la t i le  W a l te r  is u rg e d  to  m a r r y ,  he c l e a r ly  e x 
p r e s s e s  h is  d i s t r u s t  of h e r e d i ty ,  and  an n o u n ce s  h is  d e te r m in a t io n  
to m a r r y  one of t r u e ,  no t in h e r i t e d  g e n t i l l e s s e . ^

As B a k e r  p o in ts  ou t,  i t  is  G r i s e l d a ' s  g e n t i l l e s s e  w hich  a t t r a c t s  W a l te r

and  it is  h e r  g e n t i l l e s s e  w h ich  he  w is h e s  to  t e s t .  L ike  the lo a th ly  b r id e ,

the  C le rk  e m p h a s iz e s  the  p o in t th a t  th is  g e n t i l l e s s e  is  th e  p ro d u c t  of

g r a c e ,  w h ich  can  co m e  ev en  " in to  a  l i t e l  o x e s  s t a l l e .  " (E. 207) Once

he is  s a t i s f i e d ,  W a l te r  f in a l ly  d e c id e s  to  m a n i f e s t  h is  own g e n t i l l e s s e

to w a rd  h is  w ife .

P r o f e s s o r  M alone  w a rn s  about the  C l e r k 's  T a l e ,

The C l e r k 's  T a le  is  no t c o n c e rn e d ,  a t  b o t to m , w ith  the  p r o b le m s  of 
m a r r i e d  l i fe ,  b u t  w ith  the  h u m a n  p r e d ic a m e n t  a s  a  w hole , and the 
m o r a l  to  be d ra w n  f r o m  it i s  th a t  we m o r t a l s  shou ld  take  l ife  a s  
i t  c o m e s  and b e a r  o u r  m is f o r tu n e s  in  p a t ie n c e ,  s e c u r e  in  the 
know ledge  th a t  Cod know s b e s t .  ^

Indeed, a s  P r o f e s s o r  M alone  p o in ts  out, th is  is  th e  f i r s t  m o r a l  w hich

the  C le rk  d ra w s  f r o m  it .  T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  the  i ro n ic  E nvoy , w h ich

d ra w s  a  sec o n d ,  i r o n i c  m o r a l .  And th a t  s e c o n d  m o r a l ,  h o w e v e r  i ro n ic ,

p o in ts  the  ta le  a t  m a r r i a g e  and the Wife of B ath .

^Donald C. B a k e r ,  " C h a u c e r 's  C le r k  an d  the Wife of B ath  on the  
S ub jec t  of G e n t i l l e s s e ,  " S P , V. 59 (1962), pp. 6 3 3 -34 .

2
M alone , p. 4 9 0 .
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B e c a u se  the  ad v ice  in  the  envoy  is  i r o n ic ,  the  o p p o s i te  id e a l  of 

conduct m a y  be  d ra w n  f r o m  i t .  Do no t b e  h u m b le , i t  a d v is e s  w iv e s .

Be a lw ay s  ta lk in g ,  nag g in g , f ig h t in g  w ith  y o u r  h u s b a n d s .  Do y o u r  h u s 

b an d s  no  r e v e r e n c e ,  and  a lso .

Be ay  of c h ie r e  a s  l ig h t  a s  l e e f  on lynde .
And l a t  h y m  c a r e ,  and  w e p e ,  and  w ry n g e ,  and  w a i l le !

(E. 1211-12)

The o p p o s i te  of a l l  th is  f i t s  w e l l  w ith  the  g en t i l  conduct m a n i f e s t e d  in

a l l  t h r e e  - -  th e  p ro lo g u e  of th e  W ife , h e r  t a le ,  and  th e  t a le  w h ich  the

C le r k  h a s  j u s t  to ld .

In p u tt in g  h im s e l f  in the  g o v e rn a n c e  of h is  b r id e ,  th e  kn igh t in

the  Wife of B a th 's  T a le  t e l l s  h e r ,

'M y la d y  and  m y  lo v e ,  and  m y  wyf so  d e e r e ,
I pu t m e  in  y o u re  w is e  g o v e rn a n c e .  . . . '

(D. 1230-31)

C o u r t ly  t h e o r y  s a id  th a t  no one cou ld  lo v e  h is  m a r r i a g e  p a r t n e r ;  no 

w o m an  could  be  bo th  wife and  lo v e - o b je c t  of the  h u sb a n d .  But the  

l ie  is  g iven  to  th is  in  a l l  t h r e e  w o rk s  (and a lso  in  o t h e r s ,  a s  K i t t r e d g e  

saw  in  th e  F r a n k l i n 's  T a l e ) .

It i s  only  in  th e o r y  th a t  the  Wife and  the  C le r k  a r e  o p p o sed . In 

fa c t ,  h e  does  no t fo llow  t r a d i t io n a l  c l e r k i s h  a n t i f e m in is m ,  as  p ro v e n  by  

h is  c o m p a r i s o n  of J o b  and  G r i s e ld a  to the  ad v an ta g e  of the  l a t t e r ,  f o r ,  

he  s a y s .

Though  c le r k e s  p r e i s e  w o m m e n  b u t  a  l i te ,
T h e r  k an  no m a n  in  h u m b le s  s e  h y m  a c q u i te  
A s w o m m a n  k a n ,  ne  k a n  b e e n  h a l f  so  t r e w e
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As w o m m e n  b een , b u t  it  be  fa l le  of new e.
(E. 935-38)

And in fa c t ,  the  W ife does  n o t  d e s i r e  s t r i f e  and  g o v e rn a n c e  and  in f id e l i 

t i e s  n e a r ly  so m u c h  a s  sh e  d e s i r e s  th is  s a m e  g e n t i l l e s s e  in  m a r r i a g e ,  

a s  show n b y  h e r  ta le  and by  the  hap p y  o u tco m e  of h e r  fif th  m a r r i a g e :

God h e lp e  m e  so ,  I w as  to  h y m  a s  kynde 
As any  wyf f r o m  D e n m a r k  unto  Ynde,
And a l s o  t r e w e ,  and so  w as  he to m e .
I p r e y  to  God, th a t  s i t  in  m a g e s te e ,
So b l e s s e  h is  so u le  f o r  h is  m e r c y  d e e r e ,

(D. 823-27)



CH A PTER  XV

CHAUCER AND HIS WOMEN

T h e re  is  no n e ed  f o r  us . . .  to la b o u r  the  po in t th a t  h e r e  we a r e  
c o n c e rn e d  w ith  a n o th e r  l i t e r a r y  c o n c e i t  th a t  s p r in g s  d i r e c t  f r o m  
p r e a c h e r s .  To the  v a s t  m a s s  of the m id d le  and  lo w e r  o r d e r s ,  
fo r  w hom  no ro m a n t ic  m in s t r e l s y  h ad  p ro v id e d  a c h iv a l ro u s  idea l ,  
the p u lp it ,  t h e i r  one o ra c le  of le a r n in g  and  r e f in e m e n t ,  p r e s e n te d  
a  p ic tu r e  of w om anhood , i l l - b a la n c e d ,  indeed , bu t su ff ic ie n t ly  
r e a l i s t i c  and  l iv e ly  to ap p ea l  to the  la y  m ind . T hus  e a r ly  th e re  
g re w  up in  p o p u la r  v e r s e  a  t r a d i t io n a l  s a t i r e ,  h a l f - c o m ic ,  h a l f -  
t r a g i c ,  f r o m  w h ich  n e i th e r  the g r e a t e s t  of m e d ie v a l  E n g l ish  poe ts  
n o r  the  g r e a t e s t  of a l l  o u r  d r a m a t i s t s  could  e s c a p e  in  th e i r  day. .

The  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r a d i t io n  of the M iddle  A g es  w as  a  d u a l i s t ic

r e a l i s m .  H u iz in g a  o b s e r v e s  of the c o m p e tin g  s y s te m .

U ndoubtedly  th e r e  w e re  a lso  n o m in a l i s t s .  But it  does  not s e e m  too 
bold  to a f f i r m  th a t  r a d ic a l  n o m in a l i s m  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  anyth ing  
bu t a  r e a c t io n ,  an  opposition , a  c o u n te r c u r r e n t  v a in ly  d ispu ting  ^ 
the g ro u n d  w ith  the  fu n d am en ta l  te n d e n c ie s  of the  m e d ie v a l  s p i r i t .

A lthough th is  m a y  go too f a r  if it  is  m e a n t  to  inc lude  the  h u m a n is ts  and

so m e  of the  th e o lo g ia n s  of the la te  M iddle  A g e s ,  i t  s e e m s  b a s ic a l ly

^G. R . O w st, L i t e r a tu r e  and  P u lp i t  in  M ed ieva l E ng land  
(C am b rid g e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1933), p. 377.

2
J .  H u iz in g a ,  The Waning of the  M iddle  A ges  ( r e p r .  A nchor 

Books, D oub leday  and  Co. , New Y ork : 1954), p. 204.
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sound  a s  a  d e s c r ip t io n  of the  r e l a t iv e  p o s i t io n s  of r e a l i s m  and n o m in a l 

i s m .

T h is  r e a l i s m ,  f r o m  P la to  u l t im a te ly  bu t t r a n s f o r m e d  by  N e o 

p la to n is m ,  had  in h e re n t  w ith in  i t  the  g ro u n d s  f o r  the  d u a l i s m  of thought 

in the  M iddle A g es .  W hat is no t of th e  s p i r i t  is of m a t t e r ,  s a y s  th is  

d u a l i s m .  R e a l i ty  is  n o t  h e r e ,  in  th is  w o r ld ;  it  i s  t h e r e , in  the  o th e r  

one . T h is  is the 'o t h e r w o r ld l in e s s '  of w h ich  L o v e jo y  s p e a k s :

the  b e l ie f  th a t  bo th  the  g e n u in e ly  ' r e a l '  and th e  t r u l y  good a r e  r a d i 
c a l ly  a n t i th e t ic  in  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  to any th ing  in  m a n 's  
n a tu r a l  l i fe ,  in  the o r d i n a r y  c o u r s e  of h u m a n  e x p e r ie n c e ,  h o w e v e r  
n o r m a l ,  h o w e v e r  in te l l ig e n t ,  and  h o w e v e r  fo r tu n a te .  ^

The s p i r i t  w ish e s  to s o a r  to  th a t  o th e r  w o r ld ,  b u t  i ts  a t t a c h m e n t  to

m a t t e r ,  th ro u g h  the m a t e r i a l  body , w e ig h ts  i t  down.

But to be  h u m a n  is  no t only  to  be a  th ing  of s p i r i t  bu t a l s o  to  be 

s u b je c t  to the d e m an d s  of the  f le s h .  So th is  d u a l i s m  p ro d u c e d  a  d i le m m a  

f o r  m e d ie v a l  C h r i s t i a n s  - - a  d i l e m m a  of b e ing  in  the  f l e s h  and  in  the 

w o r ld  and  of hav ing  a  d u ty  to re n o u n c e  th is  w o r ld  fo r  the  s a k e  of the 

o th e r .  The d i le m m a  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  in  m a n y  w ay s  b u t  in none m o re  

s t ro n g ly  than  in the q u e s t io n  of lo v e  and  the  r e l a t io n  of the  s e x e s .  A s 

c e t ic  w r i t e r s  d e m an d e d  s e x u a l  a b s t in e n c e  a lm o s t  above a l l  e l s e .

A s c e t i c i s m  s t r i v e s  to  s u p p r e s s  the  p h y s ic a l  s e n s e s ,  to  tu r n  f r o m  

se n s u o u s  d e s i r e s ,  and  to  l iv e  in  th e  p e r p e tu a l  c o n te m p la t io n  and s e r v 

ice  of the  d iv ine . To th is  end, a s c e t i c s  h av e  t r a d i t io n a l ly  so u g h t to

^ A rth u r  O. L o v e jo y ,  T he  G r e a t  C hain  of B eing  (H a rv a rd  Univ. , 
1936), p. 25.
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find p h y s ic a l  re fu g e  f r o m  the  w o r ld .  But su ch  p h y s ic a l  re fu g e  is  no t 

n e c e s s a r i l y  a  p h y s io lo g ic a l  r e fu g e  - -  a  re fu g e  f r o m  the p ro m p t in g s  of 

s e x u a l  d e s i r e .  G iven , th en , th e  u n iv e r s a l  h u m a n  t r a i t  of see k in g  to 

e s t a b l i s h  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  in o th e r s  f o r  o n e 's  t r i a l s  an d  i l l s ,  i t  w as  only  

n a tu r a l  th a t  s o m e  a s c e t i c  w r i t e r s  should  tu r n  f r o m  ra i l l in g  a g a in s t  s e x u a l  

d e s i r e  to  r a i l l in g  a g a in s t  w o m a n  a s  the  sy m b o l  an d  o b je c t  of th a t  s e x u a l  

d e s i r e ,  a s  a  t e m p t r e s s  f r o m  th e  l i fe  of the  s p i r i t .

If N e o p la to n is m  p ro v id e d  the  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  ju s t i f i c a t io n  f o r  an  

a s c e t i c i s m  w h ich  cou ld  be  tu r n e d  to a n t i f e m in is m .  B ib l ic a l  e x a m p le s  

w e re  no t w an tin g  to  p ro v id e  s c r i p t u r a l  a u th o r i ty  f o r  th a t  a n t i f e m in is m .  

The e x a m p le s  c h o se n  a t  the  f i r s t  w e r e  the  e x a m p le s  u se d  by  w r i t e r s  and  

p r e a c h e r s  m o r e  th an  a  th o u san d  y e a r s  l a t e r  - -  E v e ,  B a th sh e b a ,  D e l i la h  

(though N o a h 's  w ife  c a m e  s o m e w h a t  l a t e r ) .

P r o b a b ly  the  a s c e t i c  t r a d i t i o n  and  i t s  o f f sp r in g ,  a n t i f e m in is m ,  

w ould  h a v e  had  g r e a t  e f fec t  on th e  h i s t o r y  of C h r i s t i a n i ty  if St. A u g u s 

t in e  had  n e v e r  l iv e d .  The f a c t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  St. A u g u s t in e  did l iv e  

and  w r i t e .  H is  g ian t  f ig u re  c a s t s  i ts  shadow  o v e r  m o s t  of the  i n t e l l e c 

tu a l  l ife  of th e  fo llow ing  c e n tu r i e s ,  in to  the  R e f o rm a t io n ,  and  beyond . 

T h r e e  f a c t s  ab o u t A u g u s t in e 's  c a r e e r  have  e s p e c ia l  im p o r ta n c e  fo r  

th e  h i s t o r y  of a n t i f e m in is m .  F i r s t ,  h e  d e c i s iv e ly  b ro u g h t  in to  m e d ie v a l  

C h r i s t i a n  r e l ig io u s  thought th e  a s c e t i c ,  d u a l i s t  p h i lo so p h y  of N e o p la 

to n is m .  S econd , h e  g u a r a n te e d  a  p e r m a n e n t  e m p h a s is  on O r ig in a l  

Sin in  th a t  r e l ig io u s  though t.  And th i r d ,  b e c a u s e  of h is  e x t r e m e  r e a c t io n
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a g a in s t  h is  f o r m e r  l i f e ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d  a  s p e c ia l  h o r r o r  of s ex u a l  in d u l 

g en ce  and , a s  G eo rg e  F o o te  M o o re  s a y s ,  " f r o m  th a t  t im e  fo r th  'c o n c u 

p i s c e n c e '  w as fo r  h im  the  p r i m e  and ty p ic a l  s in .  W ith St. A u g u s t in e ,  

a s c e t i c i s m  a s  an  o ff ic ia l  id e a l  th o ro u g h ly  and  p e r m a n e n t ly  e n te r e d  the 

m a i n s t r e a m  of C h r i s t i a n  though t.  W ith h im  a  b ia s  w as  c o n f i rm e d  in  

c l e r i c a l  w r i t in g s  to dw ell  l e s s  on the  p o s s ib i l i ty  and  c a p a c i ty  fo r  good 

in m a n  th a n  on O r ig in a l  Sin and  m a n 's  u n w o r th in e s s  and in c ap a c i ty .

And w ith  A u g u s t in e  'c o n c u p is c e n c e '  a s  the  s u b je c t  fo r  c o n s ta n t  r e v i l e - 

m e n t  r e c e iv e d  the  s ta m p  of e n o rm o u s  a u th o r i ty .  T h e s e  th r e e  - -  a s 

c e t i c i s m ,  O r ig in a l  Sin, and  the  h o r r o r  of c o n c u p is c e n c e  - -  b e c a m e  i n 

e x t r i c a b l y  m e s h e d ,  and w ith  th e m  the  n a m e  of E v e .  And w ith  E v e ,  

h e r  e n t i r e  s ex .

T he  c a p a c i ty  of m a n  f o r  ho ld ing  s e e m in g ly  in c o m p a t ib le  p o in ts  

of v iew  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  is  m a n i f e s t  in the  f a c t  th a t  b e s id e  th is  a n t i 

f e m in i s m  and c o e x is te n t  a lm o s t  f r o m  the b eg in n in g  in  o ff ic ia l  C h r i s 

t i a n  though t w as  the  id e a l  of M a ry ,  the  s e c o n d  E v e ,  who w as  w id e ly  a c 

kno w led g ed  to h ave  m a d e  good a l l  of the  fa u l ts  of the  f i r s t  Eve  and  w as  

the  g lo ry  of h e r  s ex .  B ut th e  s a m e  m a n  could  and  v e r y  o ften  did p r a i s e  

M a r y  and  r e v i le  h e r  s e x ,  a cknow ledge  th a t  sh e  h a d  r e d e e m e d  th e  fa u lt  

of the  f i r s t  E v e ,  and  y e t  u se  the  f i r s t  E ve  and  n o t  the  s ec o n d  a s  the 

type  of w o m an  and  the  e t e r n a l  r e p r o a c h  of h e r  s ex .

^ G eo rg e  F o o te  M o o re ,  H i s to r y  of R e l ig io n s  (New Y ork : C h a r le s  
S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons, 1913 & 1919; r e p r .  1949), v o l .  II, p. 194.
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P r e s e n t in g  a  s t r ik in g  p a r a l l e l  to th is  s ta te  of a f f a i r s  in  the r e 

l ig ious  t r a d i t io n  is  th a t  in  the  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t io n ,  w h e re  a  c o u r t ly  poet 

could  h o n o r  h is  la d y  a s  s e m i - d iv in e  w hile  c a l l in g  the  o th e r  m e m b e r s  

of h e r  s e x  the  to o ls  of Sa tan , Both the  c l e r i c a l  and  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t io n  

had  e s ta b l i s h e d  f o r m a l  m o d e s  of s a t i r e  on w om en ; in fac t ,  e ac h  t r a d i 

tion  p ro v id e d  m a t e r i a l  f o r  the  o th e r .  On the o th e r  han d , bo th  t r a d i 

t ions  had  e s ta b l i s h e d  f o r m a l  m o d e s  fo r  the  e le v a t io n  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  

w om an  - -  the  V irg in  and  the lad y  of c o u r t ly  love  - -  and  h e r e  ag a in  each  

t r a d i t io n  w as  d i r e c t ly  in f lu en ced  by  the o th e r .  Both the c l e r i c a l  w r i t e r  

and the  s e c u l a r  w r i t e r  cou ld  ho ld  and e x p r e s s  th e s e  two a p p a r e n t ly  

a n t i th e t ic a l  a t t i tu d e s  of w o rs h ip  of a  w om an  and c o n d em n a tio n  of w o 

m en .

P a r t  of C h a u c e r 's  a c h ie v e m e n t  is  th a t  he  s u c c e s s f u l ly  b ro u g h t  

in to  h is  a r t  th e s e  t r a d i t io n s  - -  c l e r i c a l  and l i t e r a r y  a n t i f e m in is m ,  

and c l e r i c a l  and  l i t e r a r y  id e a l iz a t io n  of w om an  - -  th e r e  to e x is t  t o 

g e th e r  in  a  te n s io n  of opposing  v iew p o in ts .  P a r t  of C h a u c e r 's  i ro n y  

is  in  th e s e  o p p o s i t io n s  em b o d ied  in h is  w o rk  - -  a u th o r i ty  v e r s u s  e x 

p e r ie n c e ,  the  id e a l  v e r s u s  the r e a l ,  th e  s a t i r i c a l  c lichë^w hich  is  both 

a f f i r m e d  and p ro v e d  in a d eq u a te  by  the  liv ing  fa c t .  A lthough  it  is  i m 

p o s s ib le  to d e s c r ib e  f in a l ly  w ha t i t  i s ,  e x ce p t  p e rh a p s  o b lique ly , one 

n e v e r th e le s s  f e e ls  th a t  out of th e s e  c o u n t le s s  o p p o s it io n s  and  m o d i f i 

c a tions  of th e s e  w ays  of p e rc e iv in g  and th ink ing  and  sp eak in g  about 

the  w o r ld ,  th e r e  e m e r g e s  a  s ta t e m e n t  w hich  is  none of th e s e  s ing le
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s t a t e m e n t s  b u t  is  y e t  a  p r o d u c t ,  th ro u g h  m o d if ic a t io n  and  o p p o s it io n ,  

of a l l  of th e m .  T h e re  is  m u c h  e l s e  in  C h au c e r  w h ich  h a s  of n e c e s s i t y  

b e en  le f t  ou t of th is  s tu d y , b u t  t h e r e  a r e  two t a l e s  (am ong  o th e r s )  in  the  

C a n te r b u r y  T a le s  w hich  a r e  d e l ib e r a t e ly  s e t  a g a in s t  e a c h  o th e r  and 

w h ich  inv o lv e  in  co n d en sed  fa s h io n  th e se  s a m e  s u b je c t s  of lo v e ,  m a r 

r ia g e ,  in f id e l i ty ,  g e n t i l l e s s e  - -  the  r e la t io n s  of the  s e x e s  g e n e r a l ly  

w hich  w e h av e  b e e n  c o n c e rn e d  w ith .  A lthough C h a u c e r ' s  can o n  is  not 

f in a l ly  to  b e  su m m e d  up e x c e p t  by  the whole  of th a t  canon , p r a c t i c a l  

c o n s id e r a t io n s  d em and  s o m e  w ay  of fix ing on a  l e s s  a m b i t io u s  m e th o d  

of s u m m a t io n .  B e c a u se  of t h e i r  r i c h n e s s  and  t h e i r  te n s io n  of s t a t e 

m e n t  and  c o u n te r  s t a t e m e n t ,  the  M e r c h a n t 's  T a le  and  th e  F r a n k l i n 's  

T a le  w il l  b r in g  th is  s tu d y  to  a  c lo se .

In k e ep in g  w ith  h is  in s i s t e n c e  on the d r a m a t i c  c h a r a c t e r  of the 

l in k ed  T a l e s  - -  e s p e c ia l l y  in the  M a r r i a g e  G roup  - -  K i t t r e d g e  in s i s t e d  

on a  r e a d in g  of the M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  s t r i c t l y  a s  th e  b i t t e r  s t a t e m e n t  

of a  d is i l lu s io n e d  m an . In th is  w ay  he  w as  ab le  to  do s o m e th in g  fo r  

the  d e fe n se  of i ts  p r o p r i e t y  a s  w e l l  a s  to  s ee  i t  a s  b e in g  a p p r o p r i a t e ly  

a s s ig n e d :

In th e  M e r c h a n t 's  T a le ,  a  c y n ica l  f a b l ia u  is  ex p an d ed  by  d i s c u s s io n  
and  c o m m e n t  in to  a  s a v a g e  s a t i r e  on h u sb an d s  an d  w iv e s ,  f r o m  
th e  p o in t  of v iew  (be i t  a lw a y s  r e m e m b e r e d )  no t of G e o ff re y  C h a u c e r ,  
b u t  of the  d i s i l lu s io n e d  M e rc h a n t ,  who h a s  b e e n  m a r r i e d  bu t two 

j  m o n th s  and  is  s e e k in g  s o la c e  in  a  p i lg r im a g e  to  St, T h o m a s .  ^

^G eorge  L. K i t t r e d g e ,  C h a u c e r  and H is  P o e t r y  (London, 1915), 
pp. 2 5 -2 6 .
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T h is  i s  a  v iew  of th e  t a le  w h ich  h a s  long h e ld  sw ay ; h o w e v e r ,  a s  R o b e r t  

M. J o r d a n  h a s  p o in ted  ou t,   ̂ t h e r e  is  too m u ch  in  th is  ta le  w hich  c a n 

no t be  ta k e n  a s  " s a v a g e  s a t i r e "  e x ce p t  b y  a n  in o rd in a te  e f fo r t  of the 

w ill .

The ta le  i s  l e s s  a  u n if ied  p r e s e n ta t io n  th a n  a  c o m p o s i te  of s e v e r a l  
n a r r a t i n g  a t t i tu d e s  and  p o s i t io n s ,  o f ten  m u tu a l ly  c o n t r a d ic to ry .  %

T h is  co n ten t io n  of a t t i tu d e s  and p o in ts  of v iew , so  ev id en t  in m u c h  

of the  w o rk  of C h a u c e r  a l r e a d y  e x am in ed ,  is  n o w h e re  m o r e  e v id en t  th an  

in  the  M e r c h a n t 's  T a l e . The  d eb a te  w h ich  ta k e s  up the  f i r s t  p a r t  of 

the  ta le  p r o p e r  c o n c e rn in g  th e  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s  f o r  and  a g a in s t  J a n u a r y ' s  

m a r r y in g  is  on ly  th e  m o s t  obv ious  m a n i f e s t a t io n  of the  s ta t e m e n t  and 

c o u n te r  s t a t e m e n t  w ith in  the  t a le .  If the  f in a l  e f fe c t  is  p r i m a r i l y  n e g a 

t iv e ,  we sh o u ld  r e m e m b e r  th a t  so m e th in g  s i m i l a r  to the  p r o b le m s  in  

the  ta le  is  p r e s e n t e d  in the  F r a n k l i n 's  T a l e , an d  the  r e s o lu t io n  of th a t  

ta le  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  p o s i t iv e .  T h is  o p p o s i t io n  of a t t i tu d e s  fu n c tio n s  no t 

on ly  w ith in  th e  t a l e s  b u t  a l s o  b e tw ee n  th e m , a s  w e  saw , fo r  e x a m p le ,  

in  the  t a le s  of the  f i r s t  day . In f a c t ,  t h e r e  is  n o t  only  a  l in k  b e tw e e n  

the  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  an d  a  t a le  w hich  fo llow s i t ,  the  F r a n k l i n 's  T a l e , 

bu t a l s o  one w ith  a  t a l e  w h ich  p r e c e d e s  i t ,  the  C l e r k 's  T a l e .

The M e r c h a n t  b u r s t s  out a t  the  end of th e  ep ilo g u e  to  the  

C le r k 's  T a le  w ith  a n  echo  of the end of i t :

^ R o b e r t  M. J o r d a n ,  "T he  N o n - D r a m a t ic  D isu n i ty  of th e  'M e r c h a n t 's  
T a le ,  ' "  P M L A , V. 78 (1963), pp. 293 -99 .

^Ibid. , p. 299.
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'W epyng and w ay lyng , c a r e  and  o o th e r  so rw e  
I know  ynogh, on e v en  an d  a - m o r w e ,  '
Quod the  M a rc h a n t ,  'an d  so  doon o th e r  mo 
T ha t w edded  b e en .  '

(E. 1213-16)

T h is  f i ts  w e ll  enough w ith  th e  C l e r k 's  T a le  w h ich  p r e c e d e s  it . M is s in g  

the p o in t of the  ta le ,  the  M e r c h a n t  would be say in g  th a t  h e ,  a  m an , 

h a s  a l s o  know n t ro u b le  in  m a r r i a g e .  No n eed  f o r  the  C le r k  to a d v is e  

w o m en  to  g ive  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  c a r e  and s o r r o w ;  th e y  know only  too w e l l  

how to do so .

T h is  p ro lo g u e ,  h o w e v e r ,  f i t s  even  b e t t e r  if i t  is  ta k e n  a s  the  

M e r c h a n t 's  r e p ly ,  a f t e r  a l l  th is  t im e ,  to the  Wife of B ath . In su c h  a  

re a d in g ,  the  M e rc h a n t  h a s  b e e n  p ro m p te d  by  th e  b o a s t s  of the  Wife 

to b ro o d  o v e r  h is  own c a s e .  H e r  c o n fe s s io n  h a s  only  c o n f i rm e d  to be 

g e n e r a l  w ha t he  h a s  l e a r n e d  in  h is  sp e c if ic  c a s e  in  only  two m o n th s .

H e r  ta le  of w ha t w o m en  d e s i r e  m o s t  only  c o n f i rm s  th a t  h is  w ife  is  no 

excep tio n .  The C l e r k 's  T a le  of P a t ie n t  G r i s e ld a  is m e a n in g le s s  to 

h im  a s  he  b ro o d s  o v e r  h is  own i l l s .  It is  the  C l e r k 's  envoy w hich  f in a l ly  

j a r s  h im  out of h is  r e v e r i e .  T he  C le rk  i r o n i c a l ly  a d v is e s  w iv e s  to  f o l 

low the  d o c t r in e  of the  W ife of B ath . At th is ,  h e  lo s e s  h is  n o r m a l ly  

cau tio u s  m a n n e r  and  b u r s t s  ou t, no t a g a in s t  the  C le rk  bu t a g a in s t  th e  

Wife of B ath  and  h e r  b o a s t s  ab o u t  h e r  p r a c t i c e s  w ith  h e r  own h u s b a n d s .

In r e g a r d  to  th e  co n n ec t io n  b e tw ee n  the M e r c h a n t  and  the  W ife 

of B ath , two an a lo g u e s  to  i t  a r e  in te r e s t in g  to c o n s id e r ,  one f r o m  the  

R om an  de la  R o se  and the  o th e r  f r o m  the D e c a m e ro n .  G u n n 's  d i s c u s s io n
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of the  'd e b a te '  in  the  R o m a n  de la  R ose^  d e v e lo p s  the  id ea  th a t  of the 

v o ic e s  of e x p e r ie n c e ,  i t  is  L a  V ie il le  who t e l l s  the  w o m a n 's  s id e  and 

a d v o c a te s  w ays to tu r n  the  ta b le s  on m en  and  i t  is  Le  J a lo n s  who g ives  

the  o th e r  s id e .  La  V ie i l le  and  Le J a lo n s  h a v e ,  of c o u r s e ,  long b e e n  

c o n s id e re d  am ong  the  s o u r c e s  of the c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  of the W ife of 

B ath  and  the  M e rc h a n t .  An ana logue  of the  ta le  o r ig in a l ly  told by  the  

W ife, the  S h ip m an 's  T a l e , b e g in s  the  E ig h th  D ay of the D e c a m e r o n , 

the  day  on w hich  a l l  a r e  to t e l l  the t r i c k s  w h ich  h a v e  b e en  p layed  on 

w om en . M uch of the  n a r r a t i v e  of L a  V ie il le  is  of the  t r i c k s  p lay ed  on 

h e r  in  h e r  youth by  m e n ,  j u s t  such  t r i c k s  a s  the  one p layed  in the  S h ip 

m a n 's  T a l e . T h e se  t a l e s  of the E igh th  D ay a r e  in  a n s w e r  to th o se  to ld  

on the  Seven th  - -  t a l e s  of the  t r i c k s  w o m en  p la y  on m en . T h e se  t a le s  

of the  Seventh  Day a r e  ak in  to  the ta le  to ld  by  the  M e rc h a n t  of the  duping 

of old J a n u a r y .  It is  f a r  f r o m  p ro v e n  th a t  C h a u c e r  e v e r  saw  any  p a r t  

of the  D e c a m e r o n ; h o w e v e r ,  he  n eed  not h a v e  done so , fo r  the  p o in t of 

the  c o m p a r i s o n  is  th a t  h o w e v e r  m u ch  we m a y  be convinced  by a  s tu d y  

su ch  a s  J o r d a n 's  of th e  in ad eq u a c y  of a  r e a d in g  of th e  M e r c h a n t 's  T a le  

a s  c o n s is te n t ly  a  d r a m a t i c  u t te r a n c e  of the  M e rc h a n t ,  t h e r e  is  s t i l l  

in h e r e n t  d r a m a  in  h is  c h a r a c te r i z a t i o n ,  a s  ev id en c e d  by  su ch  a n a lo g u e s  

a s  the  d e b a te  in  the R o m a n  de la  R o se  and the  a n s w e r in g  ta le s  in  the  

Seven th  and  E ig h th  D ays  of th e  D e c a m e r o n .

^A. M. F .  Gunn, T he  M i r r o r  of L o v e . L ubbock : T e x a s  T e c h  
P r e s s ,  1952.
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The d r a m a t i c  l in k s  w ith  the C le r k 's  envoy  a r e  even  m o r e  a p p a r e n t .

In h is  E nvoy , the  C le rk  h a s  i r o n ic a l ly  a d v is e d  w ives  no t to be l ik e  m e e k

G r i s e ld a ;  r a t h e r ,  he h a s  to ld  th e m , be  l ik e  E c h o ,  who a lw ays  a n s w e r s

b a c k .  The M e rc h a n t  r e s p o n d s  w ith  a  ta le  w h ich  i s ,  am ong  o th e r  th in g s ,

the  s t o r y  of w h e re  w om en  go t the a b i l i ty  a lw ay s  to  a n s w e r  back .

'Ye s h a l ? '  quod P r o s e r p y n e ,  'w ol ye s o ?
Now b y  m y  m o o d re s  s i r e s  so u le  I s w e re  
T h a t  I sh a l  yeven  h i r e  su f f i s a n t  a n s w e r e .
And a l le  w o m m en  a f t e r ,  f o r  h i r  sak e  . . . .'

(E. 2264-67)

In h is  E nvoy  the  C le rk  a d v i s e s  w iv e s ,

. . . s k la n d r e  w y v es ,  f ie b le  a s  in  b a ta i l le  
B e th  e g r e  a s  is  a  ty g re  yond in  Ynde;
A y c la p p e th  a s  a  m i l l e ,  I yow c o n s a i l le .

(E. 1198-1200)

A s a n o th e r  l in k  w ith  the  C l e r k 's  Envoy, the M e r c h a n t  s w e a r s ,  in  line

1230, "by  S e in t T h o m as  of Ynde. " And the M e r c h a n t  is  s w e a r in g  th a t

h u sb a n d s  'T yven  in  so rw e  an d  c a r e "  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  w iv es  a r e  a s  " e g r e "

as  In d ian  t i g e r s .

A s  a  l a s t  in s ta n c e  of the  c lo se  in te g ra t io n  of th is  ta le  w ith  the

C le r k 's  Envoy, th e re  i s  the  c o u n se l  of the  C le r k  to  w iv e s  no t to  b e  a f r a id

of t h e i r  h u sb a n d s ;

Ne d r e d  h e m  n a t ,  do th  h e m  no r e v e r e n c e .
F o r  though thyn h o u sb o n d e  a r m e n  be in  n a i l le .
T he  a r w e s  of thy  c r a b b e d  e lo q u en ce
S hal p e r c e  h is  b r e s t ,  an d  e e k  h is  a v e n ta i l le .

(E. 1201-4)

H e re  w e h ave  a  l ink  w ith  the  end of the  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a l e ; a t  th a t  t im e  

M ay, u s in g  the  gift of P r o s e r p i n e ,  d o es  in d eed  e m p lo y  h e r  " c r a b b e d
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e lo q u e n c e "  to t u r n  th e  w e ig h t  of b la m e  b a c k  on J a n u a r y  ( ju s t  a s  P r o s e r p i n e  

h a s  j u s t  done a g a in s t  P lu to ) .  T h e s e  l in k s  a r e  d e f in i te ly  in  the  ta le  and 

s e r v e  e f fe c t iv e ly  to t ie  i t  to the C le r k 's  T a l e . T h ey  a r e  in  v a ry in g  

d e g r e e s  d r a m a t i c ,  a l s o .  C o m p a re d  w ith  the  l in k s  of the  ta le  w ith  the  

Wife of B a th 's  P r o l o g u e , h o w e v e r ,  th e y  a r e  few  and  of s e c o n d a r y  im -  

po r t a n c e .

In the  c o n tex t  of the  ta le ,  th e s e  l in k s  w ith  the  W ife of B a th 's

P r o lo g u e  a r e  h a r d ly  d r a m a t i c ,  f o r  the  v e r y  good r e a s o n  th a t  the  f ig u re

of the  M e rc h a n t  a s  the  t e l l e r  of the  t a le  is  too s e ld o m  w ith  u s .  If he

r e m a in e d  in  the ta le  th ro u g h o u t  in  h is  g u ise  of u n c o n t ro l la b le  a n g e r  and

b i t t e r n e s s ,  a s  s o m e  c r i t i c s  h av e  s a id ,  th e n  th e s e  l in k s  w ould  be  a s

d r a m a t i c  a s  K i t t r e d g e  a l le g e d .  And th e  ta le  w ould  lo s e  m o s t  of i ts

u n d en iab le  h u m o r .  On th e  o th e r  hand .

Once the  p e r v a s iv e  in f lu en ce  of a  su p p o se d ly  fu l l  an d  r i c h  p s y c h o 
lo g ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of the t e l l e r  is  r e v e a le d  no t to  e x is t ,  we 
a r e  ab le  to r e s p o n d  in  a  m o r e  r e la x e d  fa s h io n  to  th e  h u m o r  of the 
ta le ,  a  h u m o r  th a t  is  s o m e t im e s  su b tle  and i r o n ic ,  s o m e t im e s  
e x u b e ra n t  and  c o a r s e . ^

T he M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  s e e m s  no t to  h ave  su ch  a  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

o r  f o r m a l  un ity  a s  m a n y  c r i t i c s  have  s a id ;  it  does  n o t  e v en  h a v e  a  

u n ity  of tone. A lthough  the  p r e c i s e  w o rd  to d e s c r i b e  i t  is  la ck in g ,  the 

u n ity  of the  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  s e e m s  r a t h e r  a  th e m a t ic  u n i ty ,  o r  a  unity  

of i n t e r e s t .  In the  c o m p le x  un ity  of th is  t a le ,  the  l in k s  w ith  th e  Wife 

of B a th 's  P ro lo g u e  a r e  a n  in te g r a l  p a r t ,  b u t  the  p a r t  th e y  p la y  is  no t

^Jordan, p. 293 .
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su ch  a s  to  m a k e  the  ta le  a r e p ly  to h e r .  The  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  is  a  p a r t

of a  con tinu ing  d i s c u s s io n  of m a r r i a g e  and the  r e la t io n s  of the  s e x e s ,

b u t  i t  is  n o t  a  d r a m a t i c  r e p ly  fo r  the  s im p le  r e a s o n  th a t  the  m a n  who

w ould be  p ro v o k e d  to su ch  a  r e p ly  is  s e ld o m  in  ev id en c e  in  the  ta le

a f t e r  the  p ro lo g u e .  As J o r d a n  s a y s ,

. . . th e  ta le  a s  a  w ho le  i s  an  e x t r e m e ly  v a r i e d  and  d i s c o r d a n t  
m ix tu r e  of m a n y  of th e  v o ic e s  w hich  C h a u c e r  h a b i tu a l ly  u s e s .
M uch of the  d if f icu l ty  of the  ta le  is c a u s e d  by  th is  c la sh in g  of 
s ty le s ,  no s in g le  one of w hich  d o m in a te s  the  n a r r a t i o n .  ^

T h is  c la s h in g  of v o ic e s  and  s ty le s  in  th is  t a l e ,  to g e th e r  w ith  the  c o u n te r 

p o is e d  p o in ts  of v iew  so  o ften  to  be found in C h a u c e r ' s  p o e m s ,  s e r v e s  

to m ak e  th is  p e rh a p s  the  m o s t  r e s e r v e d  and  e n ig m a t ic  ta le  of a l l .  Not 

only  is  a t t i tu d e  s e t  a g a in s t  a t t i tu d e ,  b u t  a l s o  v o ic e  is  p o is e d  a g a in s t  

vo ice  in  one of the  m o s t  d e ta c h e d  of a l l  of C h a u c e r ' s  p o e m s .  Indeed , 

i t  i s  th is  v e r y  d e ta c h m e n t  w h ich  h a s  o c c a s io n e d  su ch  h a r s h  w o rd s

f r o m  c r i t i c s  a s  H o lm a n 's  " s a v a g e ly  o b sc e n e ,  a n g r i ly  e m b i t t e r e d ,  p e s s i -

2
m is t i c ,  and  u n s m il in g .  " S tro n g  w o rd s  in d e ed  f o r  a  ta le  b y  C h a u c e r  

and  w o rd s  we n e e d  not a c c e p t  a s  in c lu s iv e  of the  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of the  

tone  of th e  ta le .  R a th e r  i t  s e e m s  th a t  th e  v e r y  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of 

sh if t in g  to n e s  s u c c e e d s  in  p ro d u c in g  a  d e ta c h m e n t  so c o m p le te  a s  to 

b o th e r  c r i t i c s  enough th a t  th e y  should  d eny  i t  the  n a m e  of d e ta c h m e n t  

and  c a l l  i t  h a r s h e r  n a m e s .

^ J o rd a n ,  p. 296.

^C . Hugh H o lm an , " C o u r t ly  Love in  the  M e r c h a n t ' s  and  F r a n k l i n 's  
T a l e s , "  E L H , v . 18 (1951), p . 242.
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T h is  d e ta c h m e n t  is  e v id en t  f r o m  the  v e r y  beg inn ing . At the 

age  of s ix ty ,  a f t e r  y e a r s  of en jo y m en t of the  f r u i t s  of m a r r i a g e  out of 

w ed lo ck , the  "w o rth y  kn y g h t"  b eg ins  to f e e l  th e  d e s i r e  to be  m a r r i e d ,  

and  the  n a r r a t o r  avow s.

W ere  i t  f o r  h o o ly n e s s e  o r  f o r  do tage,
I k a n  n a t  seye  . . . .

(E. 1253-54)

W hile th is  is  i r o n ic ,  i t  s e e m s  an  an az in g ly  d e ta c h e d  i ro n y  fo r  a  m a n  in  

the  f r e n z ie d  s t a t e  in w h ich  the  M erch a n t  is s a id  to b e  n a r r a t in g .  H e re  

s e e m s ,  r a t h e r ,  a n o th e r  a p p e a ra n c e  of a  f a v o r i te  p e r s o n a  of C h a u c e r ,  

so m e w h a t  in n o c en t  o r  d e ta c h e d ,  who is  a t  a  lo s s  to ex p la in  w ha t is going 

on ab o u t  h im .  J a n u a r y  i s  n o t,  of c o u rs e ,  p lan n in g  to  m a r r y  fo r  "h o o ly 

n e s s e .  " He g ives  h is  m o tiv e  l a t e r :

She sh a l  n a t  p a s s e  tw en ty  y e e r ,  c e r ta y n ;
O old  f i s s h  and  yong f l e s s h  wolde I h av e  fu l fayn .

(E. 1417-18)

But m o r e  im p o r ta n t ,  J a n u a r y  h a s  now re a c h e d  h is  s ix t ie th  y e a r ,  a  g r e a t  

age  in  the  M iddle  A ges and  h igh  t im e  to be  tu rn in g  h is  ey es  f r o m  th ings  

of th e  f le s h  to th o se  of th e  s p i r i t .  J u s t  a s  t h e r e  is  a  t im e  on the  p i l 

g r im a g e  to  C a n te rb u r y  to  ren o u n c e  e a r th ly  v a n i t i e s ,  th e re  i s  a  t im e  in  

the  p i lg r im a g e  of l ife  to  re n o u n c e  th em . M a r r i a g e  w as  a t  b e s t  a  s e c o n 

d a r y  s t a t e ;  in an  old m a n  i t  w as  even  m o r e  u n s e e m ly .  In s te ad  of b e 

co m in g  w is e  and  co n tin en t  in h is  old age (as is  the  id e a l  old m a n  in  the 

P a r d o n e r ' s  T a l e , fo r  e x a m p le ) ,  J a n u a r y  h a s  b e c o m e  a l l  the  m o r e  fo o lish  

an d  g o a t is h .
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J a n u a r y  r h a p s o d iz e s  abou t m a r r i a g e ,  e x p l ic i t ly  c o n n ec tin g  i t  w ith

the im a g e  of the e a r th ly  p a r a d i s e :

'N oon o o th e r  lyf, ' sey d  h e ,  ' i s  w o r th  a  b en e ;
F o r  w ed lo ck  is  so  e s y  and  so  d e n e .
T h a t  is  th is  w o r ld  i t  i s  a p a ^ ad y s .  '
Thus seyd  th is  o lde  knygh t,  th a t  w as  so w ys.

(E. 1263-66)

T h is  is  the f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  in  the  ta le  to the e a r th ly  p a r a d i s e ,  a  m o tif  

soon  to be  p ick ed  up and to  be r e tu r n e d  to  a g a in  a t  the  end of the  s to ry .  

J a n u a r y  does  not know w ha t an y  m a n  in the  M iddle  A ges w ith  any  i n t e l l i 

gence  a t  a l l  could no t f o r g e t :  m a n  h a s  lo s t  h is  e a r th ly  p a r a d i s e ,  and  

a n o th e r  one, in th is  l i f e ,  is  no t a v a i la b le  to  h im .  And a c c o rd in g  to  

p o p u la r  m e d ie v a l  th e o ry ,  he  lo s t  i t  b e c a u s e  of h is  'wyf, ' E v e .  T h is  is  

m ade  m o r e  e x p l ic i t  l a t e r  w hen J u s t in u s  a n s w e r s  J a n u a r y ' s  r a v in g  th a t  

h is  w ife  w il l  be h is  'p a r a d y s  t e r r e s t r e '  by  po in ting  out th a t  sh e  m a y  b e 

com e h is  p u r g a to r y  in s te a d ,  an  a l lu s io n  no t lo s t  on th o se  who r e m e m b e r  

the  Wife of B a th 's  b o a s t s  abou t be ing  a  p u r g a to r y  f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d s .  H e re  

is  p ro o f  of a  k ind  of b l in d n e s s  w h ich  no t even  P lu to  can  s u r e  - -  J a n u a r y  

th inks  to  g a in  p a r a d i s e  w ithou t p u rg a to ry .  If t r ib u la t io n  in  th is  life  

w e re  enough to in s u re  p a r a d i s e ,  he would in d eed  soon  be on h is  w ay, 

f o r  he  i s  soon  to have  h is  'p u r g a to r ie  t e r r e s t r e .  '

A f te r  th is  b r i e f  p r e p a r a t io n ,  the f i r s t  p a r t  of the  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  

b e g in s  - -  the  m o ck  e n c o m iu m  on m a r r i a g e .  T he  b eg inn ing  f i t s  w e l l  

w ith  K i t t r e d g e 's  d e s c r ip t i o n  of the p a s s a g e  a s  b i t t e r  i rony :

To tak e  a  wyf i t  is  a  g lo r io u s  thyng.
And n a m e ly  w han a  m a n  is  oold and h o o r  . . . .

(E. 1268-69)



404

But ev en  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  C h a u c e r ' s  i ro n y  is  h a r d ly  b i t t e r  o r  h e a v y -h a n d e d

f o r  lo n g . Soon he  is  c o m p a r in g  the  l ife  of a  h u sb a n d  w ith  th a t  of a

b a c h e lo r  in  i ro n y  of q u ite  a n o th e r  key:

T h e y  lyve  bu t a s  a  b r y d  o r  a s  a  b e e s t ,
In l i b e r t e e ,  and  u n d e r  noon  a r r e e s t .
T h e r  a s  a  w edded  m a n  in  h is  e s t a a t  
L y v e th  a  lyf b l i s fu l  an d  o rd in a a t ,
U n d e r  th is  yok of m a r i a g e  ybounde.

(E. 1281-85)

T h is  u s e  of a  f o r m  of the  im a g e  of b ind ing  in co n n ec t io n  w ith  m a r r i a g e  is

p a r a l l e l e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  a s  w hen  the  old k n ig h t  p r a y s  to  God

to  g ra u n te n  h im  th a t  he  
M igh te  ones know e of th i lk e  b l i s fu l  ly f  
T h a t  is  b itw ixe  a n  h o u sb o n d e  and h is  wyf.
And f o r  to lyve  u n d e r  th a t  h o o ly  boond
W ith  w h ich  th a t  f i r s t  God m a n  and  w o m m a n  bond.

(E. 1258-62)

H e re  a s  e l s e w h e r e  th e  r e f e r e n c e  to the  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  is  a m b ig u o u s .

M an an d  w o m an  w e r e  'b o u n d ' in  it  by  God, bu t the  o u tco m e  of i t  in 

O r ig in a l  Sin cou ld  n e v e r  h av e  le f t  the  m e d ie v a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  B u t h e r e  

and  th ro u g h o u t  the  e n c o m iu m  on m a r r i a g e ,  K i t t r e d g e '  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  

of th e  tone  a s  one of b i t t e r  i ro n y  p ro v e s  u n te n a b le .  It s e e m s  h a r d ly  

p o s s ib le ,  a s  J o r d a n  h a s  p o in ted  out, to r e a d  th e  e n t i r e  126 l in e s  

s t r a i g h t  th ro u g h  and  s t i l l  k e e p  the  i m p r e s s i o n  of a  b i t t e r l y  i r o n i c  m a n  

sp e a k in g :

T r y  a s  we m ig h t  to m a in ta in  a  s e n s e  of an  e m b i t t e r e d  h u sb a n d  p r e 
te n d in g  to p r a i s e  m a t r im o n y  - -  and  w e m u s t  e n v is io n  a r e m a r k a b l y  
p o is e d  and s u b t le  r a c o n te u r  - -  the  i l lu s io n  d i s in t e g r a t e s  a f t e r  tw en ty  
o r  t h i r t y  l in e s ,  a b o u t o n e - f i f th  of the  w a y  th ro u g h  the  e n c o m iu m  . .
. . T he  s p e a k e r  b e f o r e  us a t  th is  p o in t  - -  in c o n s i s t e n t  though  the
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f a c t  m a y  be - -  is  a c tu a l ly  the  f a m i l i a r  C h a u c e r ia n  in n o cen t ,  h e r e ^  
engaged  in  a  fo o l i sh  and  to us c o m ic a l  a t t e m p t  to  defend  w ed lock .

To s ay  th a t  t h e r e  is  an  in c o n s i s te n c y  of tone in  th is  p a s s a g e  and 

e l s e w h e r e  in  the  ta le ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  no t to ta k e  aw ay  f r o m  the  a r t  of the 

ta le .  In fac t ,  p a r a d o x ic a l  a s  i t  m a y  s e e m ,  th is  v e r y  in c o n s i s te n c y  is  a 

f e a tu r e  of the a r t  of the  t a le .  T h e r e  m u s t  b e ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  enough s h a r p 

n e s s  a t  the  beg inn ing  to g ive a t  l e a s t  the i m p r e s s i o n  of the  M e r c h a n t 's  

b i t t e r  v o ic e .  On the o th e r  han d , how u n p a la ta b le  a  ta le  th is  w ould  be 

if  th a t  v o ice  w e r e  a lw ay s  sp eak in g .  It is  a l l  in  the  r e f u s a l  to ta k e  a n y 

one o r  any th ing  in the  ta le  c o m p le te ly  s e r io u s ly .  A J a n u a r y  who w as 

n o t  c o m ic a l ly  d e f la te d  w ould  be a  h e a r t l e s s  v i l la in  in d eed , m a r r y i n g  a 

p o o r ,  in n o c en t  young g i r l  l ik e  M ay. E x c e p t  she  is  not r e a l l y  a  p o o r ,  

in n o c en t  young g i r l  (the Wife of B ath  s a y s  th a t  d e c e i t  is  g iven  to  w om en  

a t  t h e i r  b i r t h s ) .  Young love  th w a r te d  in  the  ta le  w ould f in a l ly  t r iu m p h  

if  M a y 's  c h a r a c t e r  w e r e  su ch  a s  to  c a u se  i t  to  be  th w a r te d  f o r  a  w h ile ,  

and  if D am ian  w e re  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  h ig h -m in d e d .  J u s t  a t  the  p o in t  w hen 

s o m e o n e  in  the  ta le  i s  on the  p o in t of ga in ing  o u r  sy m p a th y , h e  d o es  

s o m e th in g  w hich  la u g h s  i t  a l l  aw ay . J a n u a r y  is  a lm o s t  p o ig n an t  in  h is  

jo y  th a t  M ay is  su p p o se d ly  b e a r in g  a  ch ild ;  then  he  e m b r a c e s  th e  t r e e  

to i n s u r e  th a t  no one can  fo llow  h e r  up into it .  M ay 's  p l ig h t  in  be ing  

m a r r i e d  to J a n u a r y  no s o o n e r  to u c h es  us th an  she  is  in  the  p r iv y  re a d in g  

th e  n o te  f r o m  D a m ia n  and vowing to love  h im  f o r e v e r .  In sh if t in g  h is

^ R o b e r t  M. J o r d a n ,  " C h a u c e r 's  S en se  of I l lu s io n :  R o a d s id e  D ra m a  
R e c o n s id e r e d ,  " E L H , v . 29 (1962), pp. 2 8 -2 9 .
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g ro u n d  c o n tin u a lly ,  C h a u c e r  b e c o m e s  i r o n ic a l  a b o u t  h is  own 

iro n y .

Som e of the s a m e  a n t i f e m in is t  m a t e r i a l  i s  m ad e  to su p p o r t  the 

c o m ed y  of the  m o c k -e n c o m iu m  on m a r r i a g e  w h ic h  w e have  e n c o u n te re d  

in  the  Wife of B a th 's  P r o lo g u e . F i r s t ,  th a t  o ld  f a v o r i t e  T h e o p h ra s tu s  

is  b ro u g h t  in  fo r  e lev e n  l in e s ,  to be  fo llow ed  by  th e  lu d ic ro u s ly  in a d e 

quate  r e b u t t a l  of the co m ic  p e r s o n a  who, a s  u s u a l ,  d am n s  h is  c a s e  in  

p r e s e n t in g  it:

But t a le  no k ep  of a l  sw ich  v a n y tee ;
D effie  T h e o f r a s te  and  h e r k e  m e .

(E. 1309-10)

As if  T h e o p h r a s tu s  w e re  no t u n lik e ly  enough in  a n  e n co m iu m  on m a r 

r ia g e ,  th e  n a r r a t o r  n e x t  b r in g s  in the e x am p le  of Eve!

T he  h y e  God, w han  h e  h ad d e  A d am  n aked .
And sau g h  h im  a l  a l lo n e ,  b e ly -n a k e d ,
God of h i s  g r e te  g o o d n e s s e s  sey d e  than ,
'L a t  us  now m ak e  an  h e lp e  unto th is  m an ,
L yk  to  h i m s e l f  ; and  th an n e  he m ad e  h im  E v e .

(E. 1324-28)

T h e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  to A d am  an d  E ve  no t only fu n c t io n  fo r  the  com edy  

h e r e ;  a t  the  end of the  ta le ,  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  h a s  fa sh io n e d  h is  v e r s io n  of 

an  e a r th ly  p a r a d i s e .  M ay a c t s  a n o th e r  E ve  in  c o n n ec tio n  w ith  a n o th e r  

t r e e .

C h a u c e r  con tinues  h is  l i s t  of good w o m e n  w ith  the  ex am p le  of 

R e b e c c a ,  w ho, a s  T a t lo c k  o b s e r v e s ,   ̂ is  m e n t io n e d  in  good fa i th  in the

^J. S. P .  T a t lo c k ,  "T h e  M a r r ia g e  S e rv ic e  in  C h a u c e r 's  M e r c h a n t 's  
T a le ,  " M EN, v. 32 (1917), pp. 3 73 -4 .
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m a r r i a g e  c e r e m o n y  b u t  who a lso  a s s i s t e d  h e r  son  Jac o b  in  d e ce iv in g  h e r  

s ic k  old h u sb an d  ( ju s t ,  i t  m ig h t  be add ed , a s  M ay is  to d e ce iv e  h e r s ) .  

N ex t,  t h e r e  is  a  f a v o r i t e  n a m e  of the  a n t i f e m in i s t s ,  Ju d i th .  In k e ep in g  

w ith  h is  p r a i s e  of t h e s e  good w iv es ,  the  n a r r a t o r  r e l a t e s  w ith  a p p r o b a 

tio n  how Ju d i th  s lew  H o lo fe rn e s  w hile  he  s le p t .  A n o th e r  u n l ik e ly  e x am p le  

of th e  a d v a n ta g e s  of m a r r i a g e .

At the  end  of th is  m o ck  e n co m iu m , the  b a r e s t  of t r a n s i t i o n s  

b r in g s  the  r e a d e r  b a c k  to  the n a r r a t i v e ,  w h ich  tu r n s  out to  le a d  to a n 

o th e r  long e x c u r s io n  f r o m  the  s to r y - l i n e ,  th e  d eb a te  on m a r r i a g e .  The 

deb a te  is  doubly  g r a tu i t io u s ,  fo r  J a n u a r y  m a k e s  i t  p la in  f r o m  the  o u ts e t  

th a t  he  i s  no t r e a l ly  a s k in g  h is  f r ie n d s  w h e th e r  h e  shou ld  m a r r y ;  they  

hav e  only to  a d m i r e  the  w isd o m  of the  p lan .

F o r  I wol b e ,  c e r t e y n ,  a  w edded m a n .
And th a t  anoon  in  a l  the  h a s te  I kan .

(E. 1405-6)

N ot only  is  he  d e te r m in e d  to m a r r y ,  b u t  he  i s  d e te r m in e d  to h av e  a

young w ife .  T h e s e  old  w idow s know too  m u c h ,  he  s ay s  to r e a d e r s  who

canno t m i s s  the  r e l e v a n c e  of th is  to the  Wife of B ath :

And e e k  th i s e  o lde  w ydw es, God i t  w oo t.
T hey  konnen  so  m u c h e l  c r a f t  on W ades  b o o t .
So m u c h e l  b ro k e n  h a r m ,  whan th a t  h e m  l e s t e .
T h a t  w ith  h e m  sh o ld e  I neve  re  lyve  in  r e s t e .

(E. 1423-26)

B ut the  old m a n  n e v e r  does  live  in  r e s t  w ith  h i s  young b r id e  e i th e r .

M a y 's  c a s e  in d ic a te s  th e  t ru th  of the  W ife 's  a s s e r t i o n  th a t  d e c e p t io n  

does  no t hav e  to  be  l e a r n e d  by  w om en  b e c a u s e  i t  is  n a tu r a l  to th e m :
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. . .  a l  sw ich  w it  is  y e v e n  us in  o u re  b y r th e ;
D e c e i te ,  w epyng, spynnyng  God h a th  yive 
To w o m m e n  k y n de ly , w h il  th a t  they  m a y  ly v e .

(D. 400-2)

T he  fo u r  r e a s o n s  J a n u a r y  g ives  f o r  m a r r y i n g  a r e  c o n s e rv a t iv e

and c o n fo rm  to  C h u rc h  d o c t r in e ;  h o w e v e r ,  he  is  m e r e l y  ra t io n a l iz in g ,

as  he  soon  sh o w s . If a  m a n ,  he  s a y s ,

ne m a y  n a t  ly v e n  c h a a s t  h is  lyf.
T a k e  h y m  a  wif w ith  g r e e t  devocioun . . . .

(E. 1446-47)

T h is  is  in  k eep in g  w ith  P a u l ’s a d m o n it io n  in I C o r in th ia n s ;  J a n u a r y ' s  

l ife  of d e d ic a te d  l e c h e r y  u n t i l  h i s  old age (and e v e n  then) show s the  

s p u r io u s n e s s  of a t t r ib u t in g  s u c h  a r e a s o n  fo r  m a r r i a g e  to h im . B e 

s id e s  he  h a s  a l r e a d y  s a id  in  te l l in g  h is  f r i e n d s  to  f ind  a  young w ife  fo r  

h im ,

Oold f i s s h  and yong g l e s s h  w olde I h av e  fu l fay n .
(E. 1418)

On th e  l a s t  r e a s o n  f o r  m a r r y i n g ,  to l iv e  t o g e t h e r  ' in  c h a s t i t e e

ful h o l i ly '  (E. 1455), h e  h a s t i l y  a d d s .

B ut s i r e s ,  by  y o u re  l e v e ,  th a t  a m  n a t  I.
F o r ,  God be  thanked !  I d a r  m ak e  av au n t,
I fe e le  m y  ly m e s  s t a r k  and  su ffis  aun t 
To do a l l  th a t  a  m a n  b i lo n g e th  to . . .  .

(E. 1456-59)

H e re  is  a n o th e r  echo  of th e  W ife of B a th 's  P r o lo g u e .  W hen A lic e  is  

d i s c u s s in g  v i rg in i ty ,  sh e  s a y s  th a t  the c o u n se l  to  l iv e  a  l ife  of s e x u a l  

a b s t in e n c e  w as  g iven

to  h e m  th a t  w o lde  ly v e  p a r f i t ly ;
And lo rd y n g e s ,  by  y o u r e  le v e ,  th a t  a m  n a t  I.

(D. 111-12)
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J a n u a r y  f e e l s ,  he t e l l s  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  not ju s t  young b u t v e r y  young

in d eed :

T hough  I be h o o r ,  I f a r e  a s  dooth  a  t r e e  
T h a t  b lo s m e th  e r  th a t  f r u i t  yw oxen  been ;
A nd b lo s m y  t r e e  nys d ry e  n e  d re e d .

(E. 1461-63)

T he  a n a lo g y  of th is  old goa t w i th  a  t r e e  in  b lo s s o m  j u s t  a b o u t  to b e a r

f r u i t  is  funny; bu t it is  a l so  th e  fo re s h a d o w in g  of a n o th e r  f r u i t  t r e e ,  the

one a t  th e  end of the  ta le .  If th e  in c id e n t  in  th a t  t r e e  b e a r s  f r u i t ,  it

w il l  no t be  J a n u a r y ' s  (though he  w il l  th in k  i t  h is ,  s in c e  M a y 's  t r i c k  to

g e t  in to  the  t r e e  is to p r e te n d  p re g n a n c y ) .  The f r u i t  of th i s  m a r r i a g e

w il l  b e  th a t  of e v e ry  m a r r i a g e  of you th  and age  in co m ic  ta le .

T he  d eb a te  on m a r r i a g e  is  b egun  by  P la c e b o ,  who c o m m e n c e s

w ith  a  q u o ta t io n  f r o m  Solom on:

' W irk  a l le  thyng by c o n s e i l ,  ' thus  sey d e  he ,  
sh a l to w  n a t  re p e n te  th e e .  '

'A nd th an n e
(E. 1485-86)

F i r s t  of a l l ,  th is  is  l ike  the  e a r l i e r  c i ta t io n  of a u th o r i t i e s ,  b ro u g h t  in 

f o r  a n  i r o n ic  c o m m e n ta r y  - -  P la c e b o  is  not p lann ing  to o f f e r  'c o n s e i l '  

and  J a n u a r y  w ould not take  i t  if  he  w e r e .  A lso ,  the  n a m e  of Solom on 

is  p la n te d  h e r e  to r e c a l l  a l l  the  a n t i f e m in is t  u s e s  of h is  n a m e .  Solom on 

is  n o t  on ly  the  type  of w is d o m  f o r  the  M iddle  A g es;  h e  is  a l s o  the  m a n  

w h o se  w is d o m  could not a v a i l  f o r  h im  w h e re  w om en  w e r e  c o n c e rn e d .

He is  c o n n ec te d  w ith  the Song of Songs , but a lso  w ith  the  e m b i t t e r e d  

P r e a c h e r  of E c c l e s i a s t e s .  If i t  is  i r o n i c  to find  old J a n u a r y  l a t e r  s ing ing
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a song w hich  r e c a l l s  the  Song of Songs, i t  i s  m o r e  so  w hen we r e f le c t  

th a t  he  is soon  to  g e t  a  ch an ce  to b e c o m e  n e a r l y  a s  w is e  a s  the l a t e r  

Solom on. T h is  i s  in f a c t  the  w isd o m  w hich  he shou ld  id e a l ly  a l r e a d y  

have  a p p ro x im a te d ,  b u t  den ied  to h im  even  a f t e r  the  r e s to r a t io n  of a t 

l e a s t  h is  p h y s ic a l  s ig h t .  At any  r a t e ,  the  r e f e r e n c e s  to  Solom on both 

s e r v e  to  k e ep  b e f o r e  the  r e a d e r  the p ro to ty p e  of ag ed  w isd o m  as  a 

s ta n d a rd  fo r  m e a s u r in g  the fo o l i sh n e ss  of J a n u a r y  and  to r e c a l l  the 

w ea lth  of a n t i f e m in is t  l i t e r a t u r e  b e a r in g  h is  n a m e .

In h is  p a r t  of the  d e b a te ,  an  a r g u m e n t  a g a in s t  m a r r y in g ,  J u s t in u s  

w ith  h is  ju d ic ia l  a d v ice  to u se  cau tion  r e m in d s  us of the  deb t w hich  th is  

ta le  ow es to  the  T a le  of M elib ee  and i ts  s o u r c e s .  L ike  P ru d e n c e  in  th a t  

ta le ,  J u s t in u s  a d v is e s  p ru d e n c e  and p a t ie n c e  (E. 1521ff.) A lso  he quotes  

S en eca  and  goes  on to  give so m e  sag e  c o u n se l .  He is  no t the  ra b id  a n t i -  

f e m in is t  we m ig h t  e x p ec t  if the M e r c h a n t 's  v o ice  w e re  s t i l l  in e v id en ce ,

d e sp i te  h is  u s e  of T h e o p h r a s tu s ;  r a t h e r ,  he  u r g e s  c au tio n  and la c k  of

h a s te  b e c a u s e  'a l  th is  ax e th  l e y s e r  fo t 'e n q u e r e .  ' (E. 1543)

J a n u a r y ' s  a n s w e r  i s  ag a in  r e m in i s c e n t  of the  Wife of B a th 's  

P ro lo g u e  and, a s  su ch ,  is  a  d i r e c t  h i t  a t  h e r :

S traw  f o r  thy  Senek , and  fo r  thy  p r o v e r b e s !
I counte  n a t  a  p a n y e r  ful of h e r b e s
Of s c o l e - t e r m e s .

(E. 1567-69)

T h is  s t r i k e s  a t  A lic e  b y  a s s o c ia t in g  h e r  w ith  th e  r e s p o n s e  of a  fool to 

'a u c to r i t e e .  ' T he  Wife b eg an  h e r  p ro lo g u e  in  j u s t  su ch  fa sh ion :
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E x p e r ie n c e ,  though noon a u c to r i t e e  
W e re  in  th is  w o rld ,  is  r ig h t  ynogh f o r  m e 
To sp ek e  of wo th a t  is  in  m a r i a g e  . . . .

(D. 1-3)

A lso ,  the  Wife and  J a n u a r y  oppose  th e s e  a u th o r i t i e s  fo r  the  s a m e  re a s o n :  

th ey  a r e  bo th  e a g e r  to get m a r r i e d ,  she  fo r  the  s ix th  t im e  and  he  f o r  the  

f i r s t .

C h i ld ish  a s  he is ,  J a n u a r y  e n te r s  the  a l l ia n c e  'b i tw ix e  e r n e s t  

and g a m e .  ' In 'h e ig h  fan ta sy e ’ he  b e g in s  to p o r t r a y ,  ' in  h is  h e r t e  and  

in h is  though t,  ' the  c h a r m s  of M ay. Inc luded  in the  l i s t  is  ' h i r  g e n t i l l e s s e .  ' 

T h is  is  a  q u a l i ty  m u ch  in e v id en c e ,  a s  w e hav e  s e e n ,  in  the  C l e r k 's  T a le

and in  the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e  and h e r  ta le ;  i t  a l s o  is  b ro u g h t  up a g a in  in

the  F r a n k l i n 's  T a l e . As m ig h t  be  ex p ec te d ,  h o w e v e r ,  g e n t i l l e s s e  m e a n s  

so m e th in g  d i f f e r e n t  to  M ay f r o m  the  u su a l .  W h e th e r  the  M e r c h a n t - n a r 

r a t o r  i s  s t r ik in g  out a t the  Wife of B ath  th ro u g h  h is  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

g e n t i l l e s s e  in  the  p e r s o n  of M ay, o r  w h e th e r  th is  is  s im p ly  m o r e  of the 

te n d en c y  of the  t a le  to  n a m e  one q u a li ty  w h ile  r e p r e s e n t in g  i t s  c o u n t e r 

fe i t  i s  d if f icu l t  to say .  So m u c h  of the  ta le  is  i ro n y  com pounded  by 

i ro n y .

J a n u a r y  is  s t i l l  sp eak in g  'b itw ixe  e r n e s t  and  g a m e ' to h i s  f r i e n d s  

w hen  he t e l l s  th e m  of the one though t w hich  b o th e r s  h im :

'I  h a v e ,  ' quod he, 'h e r d  sey d , fu l y o o re  ago,
T h e r  m a y  no m a n  han  p a r f i t e  b l i s s e s  two, - -
T h is  is  to  s e y e ,  in e r th e  and  e e k  in hev en e .
F o r  though  he  kepe  h y m  f r o  the  syn  es  s ev e n e .
And e e k  f r o m  e v e r y  b ra n c h e  of th i lk e  t r e e .
Yet is  t h e r  so  p a r f i t  f e l ic i te e
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And so  g r e e t  e s e  and  lu s t  in  m a r ia g e ,
T h a t  eve  r e  I a m  a g a s t  now in  m yn  age 
T h a t  I s h a l  led e  now so  m y r i e  a lyf,
So d é l i c a t ,  w ith o u ten  wo an d  s t r y f .
T h a t  I s h a l  h a v e  m y n  h e v e n e  in  e r th e  h e e r e .

(E, 1637-47)

The r e le v a n c e  to J a n u a r y ' s  l a t e r  a t t e m p t  to  b u i ld  a n  e a r th ly  p a r a d i s e

and  w h a t h a p p e n e d  in  c o n n ec t io n  w ith  the  f r u i t  t r e e  w i th in  i t  s e e m s  c l e a r .

D r .  D e m p s te r  n o te s .

The r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  of th e  m e n t io n s  of t r e e s  in  the  e a r l y  p a r t  
of th e  t a le  s u g g e s ts  in te n t io n a l  d r a m a t i c  i ro n y .  In 11. 1461-66 , 
J a n u a ry  c o m p a r e s  h im s e l f  f i r s t  w ith  a  t r e e  in b lo s s o m ,  th e n  w ith  
a  l a u r e l  'a lw e y  g r e n e .  ' T r e e s  a r e  su p p o se d  to  w e a r  m o r e  b lo s s o m s  
the  y e a r  b e fo re  th e y  d ie ,  and  a l a u r e l  g r e e n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  y e a r  i s  
s a id  n o t  to  b e  in  the  b e s t  of cond ition . ^

A lso  we m a y  r e m e m b e r  th a t  th e  t r e e  of s in  in  h is  g a r d e n  is  one w hich

he h a s  p la n te d  h im s e l f .  T he  i r o n y  of l e c h e r o u s  old  J a n u a r y ' s  r e f e r r i n g

to h im s e l f  a s  k eep in g  ' f r o  the  sy n n e s  s e v e n e '  is  b a la n c e d  by  th e  i ro n y

of h i s  l a t e r  s ta y in g ,  w ith  b ad  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  aw ay  f r o m  the  t r e e  in  h is

g a rd e n  w h ich  is  b e in g  f ig u r a t i v e ly  fo re sh a d o w e d .

W hat fo llow s in  J a n u a r y ' s  m e r r y  s p e e c h  is  a l s o  f r a u g h t  w ith

m e an in g  f o r  h is  fu tu r e .

'F o r  s i th  th a t  v e r r a y  h e v e n e  is  bogh t so  d e e r e  
W ith t r i b u la c io n  and  g r e e t  p e n au n ce .
How sh o ld e  I th an n e ,  th a t  ly v e  in sw ich  p le s a u n c e  
A s a l le  w edded  m e n  doon w ith  h i r e  s y v y s .
C om e to th e  b l i s s e  t h e r  C r i s t  e t e r n e  on ly v e  y s  ?

(E. 1648-52)

^ G e rm a in e  D e m p s te r ,  D r a m a t ic  I ro n y  in  C h a u c e r , (S tan fo rd  
U n iv . ,  1932; r e p r .  H u m a n i t ie s  P r e s s :  New Y ork , 1959), p. 53n.
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J a n u a r y  h a s  no u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the  r e a l  f o r c e  of th is .  He is  t r y in g  to

'b u y ' a n  e a r th ly  p a r a d i s e  by  the  s im p le  m e a n s  of m a r r y in g  a  young w ife .

T he  p r i c e ,  a s  is  u su a l  in  c o m ic  ta le ,  is  e x o rb i ta n t .  F o r  h is  s p u r io u s

l i t t l e  im i ta t io n  of h e a v e n  he h a s  indeed  to  p ay  w ith  ' t r ib u la c io n  and

g r e e t  p e n a u n c e .  ' F o r ,  a s  J u s t in u s  s a y s ,

God fo rb e d e  b u t  he  s e n te  
A w ed d ed  m a n  h y m  g r a c e  to re p e n te  
W ei of te  r a t h e r  th a n  a  s e n g le  m an!

(E. 1665-67)

J u s t in u s  ends h i s  l a s t  sp e e c h  and  the  d e b a te  w ith  a  d i r e c t  r e f e r 

e n ce  to  the  Wife of B ath . W ith  the  ech o es  of h e r  p ro lo g u e  a l r e a d y  m e n 

t io n e d ,  the  d r a m a t i c  r e l e v a n c e  of th is  long  d e b a te  to  h e r  and the  c o n 

t in u in g  d i s c u s s io n  of m a r r i a g e  s e e m s  ev id en t :

T he  Wyf of B ath e ,  if ye  han  u n d e rs to n d e .
Of m a r i a g e ,  w hich  we h a v e  on honde .
D e c la r e d  h a th  fu l w el in  l i t e l  sp ac e .

(E. 1685-87)

W ith t h i s ,  the long d eb a te  on m a r r i a g e  c o m e s  to  an  end in  a  v e r y  d e f in i te  

w ay , a l l  of th i s ,  l ik e  th e  W ife 's  long s e r m o n  an d  c o n fe ss io n , h a s  b e e n  

a  long p ro lo g u e  to a  t a l e .  T he  ta le  w hich  fo l lo w s  is  am ong  o th e r  th in g s  

an  e x e m p lu m  of the  im p l ic a t io n s  of the  m o c k  e n c o m iu m  and the  d e b a te .

The t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  th is  f i r s t  p a r t  to  the  seco n d  is  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  

r a p id .  W hen J a n u a r y ' s  f r i e n d s  find  h im  so  s e t ,  th e y  a r r a n g e  the  w edd ing . 

N ex t,  M ay  is  'fe ffed  in  h is  land , ' and  we m a y  r e m e m b e r  the  W ife 's  

b o a s t in g  of ge tt in g  f r o m  h e r  old h u sb an d s  c o n t ro l  of t h e i r  lan d s  and 

t r e a s u r e .  A p p ro p r ia te ly ,  th e  w edding  c e le b r a t io n  h o n o rin g  th is  m i s a l l i a n c e
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is  a t ten d ed  by  p a g an  gods - -  j u s t  a s  the  l a t e r  o v e r s e e r s  of the  m a r r i a g e

a r e  n o t  g u a rd ia n  a n g e ls  b u t  o th e r  p ag an  gods, in f e rn a l  o n es .  Venus

a t te n d s  the w ed d in g , laughing .

F o r  J a n u a r y  w a s  b ico rne  h i r  knyght. . . .
(E. 1724)

In f a c t ,  t h e r e  is  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of la u g h te r ,  fo r

Whan t e n d r e  youthe h a th  w edded  s toupyng  ag e ,
T h e r  is  sw ich  m y r th e  th a t  it m a y  n a t  be w r i te n ,
A s s a y e th  i t  y o u r e s e l f ,  thanne  m a y  ye w iten  
If th a t  I lye  o r  noon in  th is  m a t i e r e .

(E. 1738-41)

A s m e n t io n e d  b e fo re ,  the  M e r c h a n t 's  T a le  l e a v e s  a  p r i m a r i l y  

n eg a tiv e  fee l in g ;  th e  h u m o r  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  ic o n o c la s t ic .  A f te r  the ic o n o 

c la s t ic  t r e a tm e n t  of w om en  and m a r r i a g e  in  the  f i r s t  p a r t ,  the  ta le  

tu rn s  to w ha t m ig h t  be  c a l le d  an  " a n t i - r o m a n c e "  in  m u c h  the  s a m e  w ay  

the M i l l e r ' s  T a le  m ig h t  b e  so  la b e le d ,  b u t  w ith  m o r e  b i t in g  s a t i r e .  Both 

D am ian  and  J a n u a r y  tak e  th e i r  tu r n s  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  c o u r t ly  lo v e r ,  

and  a  c o m p a r i s o n  of e i th e r  w ith  A bso lon  is  enough to  in d ica te  the d i f 

f e r e n c e  in  the tone  of the  s a t i r e .

L ike  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  c o u r t ly  lo v e r  (like D a n te l ) ,  J a n u a r y  is  

' r a v y s s h e d  in  a  t r a u n c e '  by  the  b e au ty  of h is  b e lo v ed . But, un like  the  

id e a l  lo v e r ,

in  h is  h e r t e  h e  gan  h i r e  to  m a n a c e  
T h a t  h e  th a t  nyght in a r m e s  w olde h i r e  s t r e y n e  
H a r d e r  th an  eve  r e  P a r y s  d ide  E ley n e .

(E. 1752-54)

The r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  love  of P a r i s  and  H e len  m ig h t  r e m in d  us th a t  th e r e
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too  w as  a  m a tc h  w hich  b ro u g h t  d i s a s t e r .  A t any  r a t e ,  the  c o m p a r i s o n  

of J a n u a r y  w ith  P a r i s  and of th a t  love  w ith  th is  one  is  b i t in g ly  i r o n i c .  

J a n u a r y  is  so c a r r i e d  aw ay  w ith  h is  im a g in in g s  th a t  he  th inks  h i m s e l f  

a s  v i r i l e  a s  a  you th . He is  even  a f r a id  of th e  s t r e n g th  of h i s  p a s s io n  

and  th in k s ,

'A l la s !  O te n d r e  c r e a tu r e .
Now w olde God ye m y g h te  w el e n d u re  
A1 m y  c o ra g e ,  i t  i s  so  s h a r p  and  k e en e !
I a m  a g a s t  ye  sh u l  i t  n a t  s u s te e n e .
But God fo rb e d e  th a t  I d ide  a l  m y  m y g h tl

(E. 1757-61)

J a n u a r y  a s  a  c o u r t ly  lo v e r  tu rn e d  h u sb a n d  is  r id ic u lo u s  enough; D am ian ,  

who is  to  be  the  m o r e  t r a d i t io n a l  c o u r t ly  l o v e r  of a n o th e r  m a n 's  w ife , 

s e r v e s  to  do so m e th in g  e l s e  w ith  the  code.

W hen D a m ia n  f i r s t  s e e s  M ay, h is  r e a c t io n  is  m uch  the  s a m e  

a s  J a n u a r y ' s .  He too  is  ' r a v y s s h e d '  (E. 1774) a s  the  lo v e r  i s  su p p o se d  

to b e .  But he  is  n o t one to  la n g u is h  a s  A b so lo n  d o e s .  The n a r r a t o r  

b lan d ly  r e v e a ls  h is  im m in e n t  s u c c e s s  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  r e v e a l in g  h is  

p a s s io n :

N a m o o re  of h y m  a s  a t  th is  ty m e  sp ek e  I,
But t h e r e  I le te  h y m  w epe ynogh and  p ley n e .
T i l  f r e s  she  M ay w ol r e w e n  on h i s  p ey n e .

(E. 1780-82)

T he a n t i - r o m a n t i c  in  the  d e s c r ip t io n s  of b o th  J a n u a r y  and  D a m ia n  l i e s  

in  the  im p l ic i t  a s s u m p t io n  th a t  b e n e a th  a l l  the  p o s tu r in g  and  s ig h in g  

is  the  d e s i r e  f o r  s e x u a l  union; i t  s e r v e s  to  s t r i p  aw ay  the  id e a l iz a t io n  

of c o u r t ly  love  and  r e d u c e  it to i t s  b a ld e s t  t e r m s .
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T he  r e a c t io n  of M ay to  the  no te  f r o m  D a m ia n  a l s o  s e r v e s  the

s a m e  p u r p o s e ,  a l th o u g h  th e  e f fe c t  of h e r  e a s y  a c c e p ta n c e  is  so f te n ed

by the  d e s c r ip t i o n s  of J a n u a r y ' s  a p p e a r a n c e  an d  a c t io n s  fo llow ing  th e i r

m a r r i a g e .

. . . J a n u a r i e  h a th  f a s te  in  a r m e s  tak e  
H is  f r e s s h e  M ay, h is  p a r a d y s ,  h is  m a k e .
He lu l l e th  h i r e ,  he  k i s s e t h  h i r e  fu l o fte ;
W ith  th ik k e  b r u s t l e s  of h is  h e r d  uns o f te ,
L y k  to  th e  skyn  of h o u n d fy s sh ,  s h a r p  a s  b r e r e  - -  
F o r  h e  w a s  sh av e  a l  new e in  h i s  m a n e  r e  - -  
He ru b b e th  h i r e  ab o u te  h i r  t e n d r e  f a c e  . . . .

(E. 1821-27)

The cruelly specific nature of these descriptions, objected to 

by many cr itic s , serve not only the antiromantic purpose of this part of 

the ta le, but also underline another theme of the M iller's Tale - -  that 

of the senex am ans. In this tale the theme of the aged lover is pressed  

alm ost to its ultimate lim it. The ingenuous observation about the wed

ding rites is one indication;

Whan tendre youthe hath wedded stoupyng age,
Ther is swich myrthe that it may nat be writen.

(E. 1738-39)

The lack of sympathy for the old husband in the M iller's Tale is  a m ere

shadow of the implications of the graphic descriptions of January:

He was al co ltisshe, ful of rage rye.
And fu l of j a r g o n  a s  a  f le k k e d  pye.
T h e  s la k k e  sk y n  a b o u t  h i s  n ekke  sh ak e th ,
W hil th a t  he  san g ,  so  ch au n te th  he  and  c ra k e th .

(E. 1847-53)

T h e s e  im p l ic a t io n s  a r e  m a d e  m o r e  p o ig n an t  by  in d ic a t in g ,  by  o m is s io n ,  

the  e f fe c t  of a l l  th is  on M ay:
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But God w oo t w hat th a t  M ay thoughte  in  h i r  h e r t e ,
W han she  h y m  sau g h  up s i t ty n g e  in h is  s h e r t e ,
In h is  n y g h t -c a p p e ,  and  w ith  h is  nekke  le n e ;
She p r e y s e t h  n a t  h is  p leyyng  w o r th  a  b e n e .

(E. 1851-54)

If the  t r e a t m e n t  of M ay h ad  ended  w ith  th is  l a s t  l in e ,  so  fu ll  of im p l i 

c a t io n s ,  sh e  w ould  be  a  touch ing  f ig u re  in d eed . But sh e  is  to  be tak en  

no m o r e  s e r i o u s l y  f in a l ly  than  anyone e l s e  in  the  t a le .  T he  th e m e  of 

the  s e n e x  a m a n s  h a s  w ith in  it  no t only th e  e x p l ic i t  c o n d em n a tio n  of the 

h u sb an d ,  b u t  a  m o r e  o r  l e s s  im p l ic i t  j u s t i f i c a t io n  of th e  m is c o n d u c t  of 

the  w ife . The a n t i  - r o m a n t ic  th e m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w il l  n o t a l lo w  M ay th is  

s y m p a th e t ic  r o le .  No s o o n e r  is  a  l i t t l e  sy m p a th y  a r o u s e d  f o r  M ay than  

th e  n a r r a t o r  p r e p a r e s  to  tu r n  h is  i ro n y  on  h e r .  T h is  is  done f i r s t  of 

a l l  in  h is  m o c k - e a r n e s t  a d d r e s s  to  D am ian .

A t th is  t im e  in  the  ta le ,  the i r o n y  s h if ts  aw ay  f r o m  J a n u a r y  to 

D a m ian  and  M ay. U ntil  th is  t im e ,  th e y  h a v e  e s c a p e d  a l l  b u t  the  l ig h te s t  

of s a t i r e .  W ith the  a d d r e s s  to D a m ian  the  s a t i r e  i s  b ro a d e n e d  to  i n 

c lude  th e m :

Now w ol I s p e k e  of woful D am yan ,
T h a t  l a n g w is s h e th  f o r  lo v e ,  a s  ye  sh u l  h e e r e ;
T h e r f o r e  I s p e k e  to  h y m  in  th is  m a n e r e :
I s e y e ,  'O  s e ly  D am y an , a l i a s !
A n d sw e re  to  m y  d e m au n d e ,  a s  in  th is  c a s .
How sh a l to w  to  thy  lady , f r e s s h e  M ay,
T e l le  thy  w o ?  She w ole  a lw ey  s e y e  nay .
E e k  if th o u  sp e k e ,  she  wol thy wo b iw re y e .
God be  th y n  h e lp e !  I k an  no b e t t r e  s e y e .  '

(E. 1866-74)

The n a r r a t o r ' s  d e s p a i r  i s  p r e m a tu r e ,  of c o u r s e .  In fa c t ,  in  thus se t t in g  

fo r th  the  s t a n d a r d  of conduct of c o u r t ly  lo v e .  M a y 's  l a t e r  in s ta n tan e o u s
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r e a c t io n  to D a m ia n 's  no te  is m ad e  even  m o r e  s t ro n g ly  i ro n ic .  D a m ia n  is  

n o t the  c o u r t ly  lo v e r  to la n g u ish  l ike  a  T r o i lu s ,  e i th e r .  If on the  one 

hand  he  is  l ik e  A b so lo n  in the M i l l e r ' s  T a l e , he  i s  a lso  a s  c l e v e r  and  

m an ag in g  a s  N ic h o la s .  In h is  p e r s o n  the a u th o r  m a n a g e s  to e m b o d y  the  

s a t i r e  on the  c o u r t ly  code e x p r e s s e d  by  the two lo v e r s  in the  M i l l e r ' s  

T a l e .

M ay 's  r e a c t io n  to D a m ia n 's  no te  i s  even  m o r e  im m e d ia te  th an  

th a t  of A liso n  to  N ic h o la s 's  m o r e  d i r e c t  a p p ro a c h .  The m o s t  n a tu r a l  

p la c e  fo r  h e r  to  r e a d  the  no te  - -  the  p r iv y  - -  is  a l s o  the  u n k in d e s t  a n t i 

ro m a n t ic  cut of a l l ,  to  be c o m p a re d  only  w ith  the  cu t a t  g e n t i l l e s s e ,  

the  Wife of B ath , M ay, and e v e ry th in g  e l s e  a t  the  end of the  fo llow ing  

p a s s a g e :

'C e r te y n ,  ' thogh te  sh e ,  'w hom  th a t  th is  thyng d i s p le s e ,
I r e k k e  nogh t, f o r  h e e r e  I h y m  a s s u r e  
To love  h y m  b e s t  of any  c r e a t u r e .
Though he  n a m o o re  hadde  than  h is  s h e r t e .  '
Do, p i te e  re n n e th  soone in  g en ti l  h e r t e !

(E. 1982-86)

T h is  l a s t  l in e  h a s  b e e n  ca l led  C h a u c e r 's  f a v o r i te  s e n t im e n t .  C e r ta in ly  

i t  is  u se d  w ith  p e r f e c t  s e r io u s n e s s  in  the  K n ig h t 's  T a l e , the  S q u i r e ' s  

T a l e , and  the  L eg en d  of Good W o m en . How m u ch  m o re  the  in e x p r e s s ib le  

i ro n y  of p u tt ing  i t  in  su ch  a  con tex t a s  th is .

Both  a  m o r a l  ju d g e m e n t  and  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i 

t io n  is  e x p r e s s e d  in  J a n u a r y ' s  d e s i r e  to b u ild  a  b e au ti fu l  g a rd e n .  T he 

m o r a l  ju d g e m e n t  im p l ie d  in  a  fo o l ish  m a n 's  a t te m p tin g  to  have  h i s  p a r a d i s e  

on th is  e a r th  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e en  a l lu d ed  to . Such a n  a c t iv i ty  is  in  c o n f l ic t
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w ith  the e n t i r e  o th e rw o r ld ly  t r a d i t io n  and  e x p r e s s e d  by  C h a u c e r  in  h is

a d v ice  to 'y o n g e , f r e s s h e  fo lk s '  a t  the end of the  T r o i lu s  to

thynke th  a l  nys  b u t  a  f a i r e  
T h is  w o r ld ,  th a t  p a s s e th  soone  a s  f lo u r e s  f a i r e ,

(V. 1840-41)

The co n n ec tio n  w ith  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  is  m a d e  in  the c o m p a r i s o n  of 

the  g a rd e n  w ith  th a t  in  the  R o m an  de la  R o s e . F o r  a l l  of the  p r e t ty  

a l le g o ry ,  a n t i - r o m a n c e  s a y s ,  the  o b je c t  is  s ex u a l  g ra t i f i c a t io n .  If 

th is  a t t i tu d e  r e f l e c t s  on the g lo s s in g  o v e r  of the  g r o s s  f a c t s  by  th e  c o u r t 

ly  t r a d i t io n ,  the  m o r a l  ju d g m e n t  p a s s e d  on the  t r a d i t io n  by  h av in g  the 

c u lm in a t io n  of the  a f f a i r  tak e  p la c e  in  th is  g a rd e n  is  m o r e  te l l in g  s t i l l .  

C a ll ing  th is  g a r d e n  an  e a r th ly  p a r a d i s e  and a s s o c ia t i n g  the  s e x u a l  a c t  

w ith  a  f r u i t  t r e e  fo r c ib ly  c o n n ec ts  the c o n su m m a tio n  of the  a f f a i r  w ith  

the  f i r s t  F a l l  in  the  f i r s t  G a rd en .  Nothing p o s i t iv e  is  s a id  abou t the  

c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n ;  the  ic o n o c la s m  of the  ta le  h a s  m e r e l y  s t r u c k  a t  i ts  

a p p a r e n t  w e a k n e s s e s  and  h y p o c r i s i e s .  T h is  is  a  g a rd e n ,  b e  i t  no ted , 

p r e s id e d  o v e r  n o t  by  a n g e ls  bu t by  p a g an  gods, and  in fe rn a l  ones  a t 

tha t.

W ith th e  e p iso d e  of P lu to  and  P r o s e r p i n a ,  the  t h i r d  p a r t  of the

ta le  is  r e a c h e d .  To P lu to  is  g iven  th e  vo ice  of the  a n t i f e m in is t ;

'O S a lom on , w y s ,  and  r i c h e s t  of r i c h e s s e ,
F u lf i ld  of s a p ie n c e  and  of w o r ld ly  g lo r ie ,
F u l  w o r th y  b e e n  thy  w o rd e s  to m e m o r ie  
To e v e r y  w igh t th a t  w it  and  r e s o n  kan.
T hus p r e i s e t h  he  y e t  the  bo u n tee  of m an :
'A m o n g es  a  th o u san d  m e n  y e t  foond I oon,
But of wo m m  en a l lé  foond I noon. '

(E. 2242-48)
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P r o s e r p i n a  in  h e r  r e p ly  so u n d s  f o r  a l l  the w o r ld  like  the  Wife of B ath

a t ta c k in g  su ch  s e n t im e n t s :

W hat r e k k e  th  m e  of y o u re  a u c t o r i t e e s ?
I woot w e l th a t  th is  J e w ,  th is  Sa lom on,
F o o n d  of us  w o m m e n  fo o le s  m a n y  oon.
But though th a t  h e  ne  foond no good w o m m an .
Yet h a th  t h e r  founde m a n y  a n o th e r  m a n  
W o m m en  fu l t r e w e ,  fu l  goode, and v e r tu o u s .

(E. 2276-81)

P r o s e r p i n a  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  te l l in g  P lu to  of h e r  d e te r m in a t io n  to  g ive  May 

's u f f i s a n t  a n s w e r e ,  ' and  l ik e  the  Wife of B ath , sh e  p r o c e e d s  to  give a  

d e m o n s t r a t io n  of i t ,  o v e r b e a r i n g  P lu to  u n t i l  he  s ig h s ,  ' I  y ev e  it up! ' The 

e n e r g y  of h e r  long  t i r a d e  h a s  t r iu m p h e d  in  o b s c u r in g  the  f a c t  th a t  sh e  is  

n o t  p r e p a r in g  to  a id  the  m a l ig n e d  C o n s ta n c e ,  b u t  to  h ide  th e  g u il t  of a  

w o m a n  abou t to  be cau g h t in  th e  a c t  of a d u l te ry .

T he s c e n e  of the  p e a r  t r e e  to w a rd  w h ich  the  ta le  h a s  b e e n  s low ly , 

d ig r e s s iv e ly  m oving  is  o v e r  q u ick ly . L e s s  than  a  h u n d re d  l in e s  su ffice  

to  g e t  M ay up in to  the  t r e e  and  the  ta le  co nc luded . T he  b r e v i t y  i s  e x 

p l ic a b le  p a r t l y  in  t e r m s  of the  sp e e d  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  c o m ic  a c t io n  a t  i ts  

h e ig h t ,  and  p a r t l y  a l s o  in  t e r m s  of the  n a tu r e  of the  a c t io n .  M o stly ,  

h o w e v e r ,  th is  b r e v i ty  is  due to  the i n t e r e s t  of the  ta le  f o r  th e  a u th o r .

It i s  no t in  b u ild in g  up to  a  b u s y  c o m ic  c l im a x  as  in  the  M i l l e r ' s  o r  

R e e v e 's  t a l e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  in  th e  s a t i r e ,  i ro n y ,  and  d i s c u s s io n  a long  

th e  w ay . F e w  p o e m s  of C h a u c e r  i l l u s t r a t e  the  G oth ic  te n d e n c y  of h is  

a r t  so  w e l l .  T he  p o in t of th is  G othic  te n d en c y  is  no t in  m a k in g  an y  . 

s in g le ,  in c lu s iv e  s t a t e m e n t  to  w h ich  a l l  e l s e  is  s u b o rd in a te ;  i t  is  r a t h e r
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to  be found in  v a r i e t y  and  c o -o rd in a t io n .  It is  n o t  a  ta le  to r e q u i r e ,  o r  

even  a llow , a  fo c u s s in g  on the c l im a x  of the  p lo t .  P a r t  of the  p a s t  c r i t i 

c a l  d i f f ic u l t ie s  w ith  the ta le  l ie  in  t r e a t in g  th e  t a l e  in  the  s a m e  w ay  a s  

su ch  a  t a le  a s  the  M i l l e r ' s  T a l e . W hile the  end ing  does  no t have  the  

c o m ic  s a v o r  of the  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  o r  the  R e e v e 's  T a le  o r  the  S u m m o n e r ' s 

T a le ,  th is  m a t t e r s  m u c h  l e s s  w ith  th is  ta le  th a n  a  d e fe c t  in  the  ending 

w ould  in  a n y  of th o s e  o th e r s  b e c a u s e  of th is  f a c t  th a t  the  end ing  is  in  

no w ay  s u b o rd in a te  to m u ch  e ls e  in  the  t a le .  We can  s a y  of th is  ta le  

w ha t M u sc a t in e  s a y s  of the N u n 's  P r i e s t ' s  T a l e , th a t  it

does  n o t  so  m u ch  m ak e  t r u e  and s o le m n  a s s e r t i o n s  about l ife  a s  it  
t e s t s  t r u t h s  and  t r i e s  out s o le m n i t ie s .  If you  a r e  no t c a r e fu l ,  it  
w i l l  t r y  out y o u r  so lem n ity .  . . . ^

T h is  l a s t  is  a  w is e  r e m in d e r .  D e sp ite  th e  u n d en iab le  r e l ig io u s  im a g e r y

c o n n ec te d  w ith  the  F a l l  e s p e c ia l ly ,  the  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  i s ,  w hen a l l

i s  s a id  and  done , a  co m ic  ta le  and  a  v e r y  funny  one. Only in  the  W ife

of B a th 's  P r o lo g u e  is  the  a n t i f e m in is t  t r a d i t i o n  m a d e  m o re  e n te r ta in in g .

If th e  a n t i - r o m a n c e  in the M i l l e r ' s  T a le  is  m o r e  e n te r ta in in g ,  i t  is

a l s o  m o r e  su b d u ed . Both  the  a n t i f e m in is m  and  the  a n t i - r o m a n c e  a r e

a n s w e r e d  s to u t ly  in  the  F r a n k l i n 's  T a l e .

L ik e  th e  M e r c h a n t 's  T a le  and  the Wife of B a th 's  T a l e , the  h e r o  

of the  F r a n k l i n ' s  T a le  i s  a  kn igh t. But un like  b o th  of th o se  ta l e s ,  he  

is  a  w h o lly  w is e  and  w o r th y  m an . In h is  p r o f e s s io n ,  h is  c o u r t ly  q u a l i t i e s ,

^ C h a r le s  M u sc a t in e ,  C h a u c e r  and  the  F r e n c h  T r a d i t io n , (Univ. 
of C a l i fo rn ia ,  1957), p. 242.
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and  h is  w isd o m , th is  kn igh t s e r v e s  a s  an  e x c e l le n t  r e p ly  to  the  fo o l ish  

and  je a lo u s  h e ro  of the M e r c h a n t 's  T a le  and the  ungentle  f o r m e r  r a p i s t  

of the  Wife of B a th 's  T a l e . T he  th e m e s  of ro m a n c e  and g e n t i l l e s s e  and  

m u ch  e ls e  in  the  s to r y  s e r v e  to  m a k e  i t  h e a r k e n  b a c k  to the o th e r  d i s 

c u s s io n s  of m a r r i a g e .

L ike  any good kn igh t,  A r v e r a g u s  is  a  c o u r t ly  lo v e r .  But c o u r t ly  

love in  C h a u c e r ,  w hen it  is  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  a  m o d e r a te ly  s e r io u s  p o em , 

le ad s  to  o r  is  c o m p a tib le  w ith  m a r r i a g e .  A lthough c o u r t ly  love  w as  

o ften , o r  even  u su a l ly ,  d i r e c te d  to w a rd  a n o th e r  m a n 's  w ife , in C h a u c e r  

i t  is  not, C r is e y d e  is  a  widow, E m ily  of the  K n ig h t 's  T a le  is  u n m a r r i e d ,  

so is  the h e ro in e  of the Wife of B a th 's  T a l e , and  so is  D o r ig e n  un til  

she  m a r r i e s  A r v e r a g u s .  The c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  sa id  th a t  a  m a n  could  

no t love  h is  wife and  a  w ife  could  not love  h e r  husb an d . Indeed, th e  

cond itions  u n d e r  w h ich  m a n y  nob le  m a r r i a g e s  w e re  c o n t ra c te d  m a d e  

th is  a  n a tu r a l  co n c lu s io n . Yet th e  K n ig h t 's  T a le  ends w ith  m a r r i a g e ,  

th e  Wife of B a th 's  T a le  h a s  a  m a r r i a g e  a t  i ts  c e n t e r ,  and the F r a n k l i n 's  

T a le  b e g in s  w ith  the  m a r r i a g e  of the h e r o  and  h e ro in e .

A lthough su ch  an  a c t io n  is  not a t  a l l  co n so n an t w ith  m uch  of

the  l i t e r a t u r e  of the c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n ,  in  the  F r a n k l i n 's  T a le  the  k n ig h t 's

l a b o r s  and su f fe r in g s  in  the  c a u s e  of love  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  a s  le ad in g  a s

a  m a t t e r  of c o u rs e  to m a r r i a g e :

But a t te  l a s t e  sh e ,  fo r  h is  w o r th y n e s s e ,
And n a m e ly  fo r  h is  m e k e  o b e y sa u n c e .
H ath  sw ich  a  p i tee  caugh t of h is  penaunce
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T h a t p ry v e ly  sh e  f i l  of h is  a c c o rd
To ta k e  h y m  f o r  h i r  h o u sb o n d e  and h i r  lo rd ,
Of sw ich  lo r d s h ip e  a s  m e n  han  o v e r  h i r  w yves.

(F. 738-43)

Not only  d o es  c o u r t l in e s s  le ad  to  m a r r i a g e  in th is  t a le ,  bu t the  c o u r t l i 

n e s s  is  no t to  end t h e r e .  The kn igh t s w e a r s  th a t  he  w il l  n e v e r  b e  th e  

ty ra n n o u s  h u sb a n d  of bo th  m e d ie v a l  fab le  and fa c t .  A lthough the  c o u r t ly  

t r a d i t io n  d e c r e e d  th a t  su c h  w as  im p o s s ib le ,  h e  p r o m i s e s  th a t  he  w il l  

r e m a in  the  c o u r t ly  lo v e r  of h is  w ife  and  n e v e r

Ne sh o ld e  upon h y m  take  no m a i s t r i e  
A gayn  h i r  w y l, ne  k i th e  h i r e  j a lo u s ie .
But h i r e  obeye , and  folw e h i r  wyl in  a l .
As an y  lo v e r e  to  h is  lad y  sh a l .
Save th a t  the  n a m e  of s o v e r a y n e te e .
T h a t  w o lde  he  h av e  f o r  s h a m e  of h is  d e g re e .

(F. 747-52)

H e re  is  a n s w e r  enough  to the  W ife 's  d o c t r in e ;  the  h u sb an d  w il l  ta k e  no

m o re  th an  the  n a m e  of s o v e re ig n ty .  And b e c a u s e  h e r s  is  a  t r u e  and  not

a  f a l s e  g e n t i l l e s s e ,  D o r ig e n  c o u r te o u s ly  d e c l in e s  to  e m p lo y  the  p r e f e r r e d

so v e re ig n ty :

She s e y d e ,  'S i r e ,  s i th  of y o u re  g e n t i l l e s s e  
Ye p r o f r e  m e  to  h av e  so  l a r g e  a  r e y n e .
Ne w o lde  n e v e r e  God b itw ix e  us tw ey n e .
A s in  m y  g i l t ,  w e r e  o u th e r  w e r r e  o r  s t r y f .
S i r e ,  I w o l b e  y o u re  h u m b le  t r e w e  wyf ;
H ave  h e e r  m y  t r o u th e ,  t i l  th a t  m yn  h e r t e  b r e s t e .  '

(F . 754-59)

T he F r a n k l i n 's  c o m m e n t  on th is  a c t io n  f i t s  w ith  w ha t we h a v e  

s e e n  in  the  r e s o lu t io n  of bo th  th e  Wife of B a th 's  T a le  and  h e r  f if th ,

good m a r r i a g e .  It i s  n o t s o v e re ig n ty ,  he  s a y s ,  w hich  w o m en  r e a l l y

d e s i r e .
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W han m a i s t r i e  co m th , the God of L ove  anon  
B e te th  h is  w y n g es ,  and  f a r e w e l ,  h e  is  gon!
L o v e  i s  a  thyng a s  a n y  s p i r i t  f r e e .
W o m m e n , of kyn d e ,  d e s i r e n  l i b e r t e e ,
And n a t  to  b e e n  c o n s t r e y n e d  a s  a  th r a l ;
A ns  so  doon  m e n ,  if I soo th  s e y e n  sh a l .

(F. 765-70)

Not s o v e r e ig n ty  b u t l i b e r ty  is  the  d e s i r e  of e v e ry o n e ,  h e  s a y s  in  r e p ly

to th e  Wife w ho h a s  j u s t  done su ch  d a m a g e  to the  re p u ta t io n  of h e r  s e x

a s  w ou ld  m a k e  any  a n t i f e m in is t  p ro u d .  As we h av e  s e e n ,  she  know s

th is  s u b c o n s c io u s ly  h e r s e l f ;  th is  is  a  ta le  to m a k e  e x p l ic i t  m u c h  th a t  is

ta c i t ly  a s s u m e d  e l s e w h e r e .  The C h r i s t i a n  and  c o u r t ly  v a lu es  of h u m il i ty ,

p a t i e n c e ,  a n d  t e m p e r a n c e  a r e  v a lu e s  to  w o rk  in  a l l  r e la t io n s .

L ooke  who th a t  is m o o s t  p a c ie n t  in lo v e .
H e is  a t  h is  a v an tag e  a l  above .

(F. 771-72)

The w ho le  a c c o r d  is  s ta t e d  in  a  p a r a d o x  abou t th is  m a r r i a g e .

H e e r e  m a y  m e n  s e e n  an  h u m b le ,  w ys a c c o r d ;
T h u s  h a th  sh e  tak e  h i r  s e r v a n t  and  h i r  lo r d ,  - -  
S e r v a n t  in  lo v e ,  and  lo r d  in  m a r i a g e .
T h a n n e  w as  he  bo the  in  lo rd s h ip e  and  s e r v a g e .

(F. 791-94)

To th e  r id ic u lo u s  and  g r o s s  im a g e  of J a n u a r y  a c t in g  the  p a r t  of a  d e b a s e d  

c o u r t ly  l o v e r  to  M ay on th e i r  w edding  n ig h t ,  th e  F r a n k l i n  a n s w e r s  w ith  

a  p i c tu r e  of an  id e a l  c o u r t ly  p a i r  b r in g in g  the  b e s t  of the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i 

t io n  in to  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e ,  the  s a m e  g e n t i l l e s s e  w hich  h a s  b e e n  g iven  

su ch  m e r c i l e s s  t r e a t m e n t  in the  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  in  the  p e r s o n  of M ay, 

who h a u g h t i ly  r e p l i e s  to  J a n u a r y ' s  e n t r e a ty  to  be  t r u e  to  h im  - - a t  the  

v e r y  t im e  sh e  is  s ig n a l in g  to h e r  l o v e r  - -
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' I  a m  a  g e n t i l  w o m m a n  and no w e n ch e ,  '
(F . 2202)

T h ro u g h  i ts  func tion  a s  a  r e p ly  b o th  to  the  Wife of B ath  and  to  the 

M e rc h a n t ,  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  of D o r ig e n  an d  h e r  g r e a t  love  f o r  h e r  h u s 

band  is  an  a n s w e r  to  bo th  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  th a t  g r e a t  love  o c c u r s  

on ly  out of w e d lo c k  and  the  p o p u la r  t r a d i t i o n  th a t  a b s e n c e  is  f o r  m o s t  

w o m en  m e r e l y  an  o p p o rtu n i ty  to m is b e h a v e .

Now w ol I s ty n te n  of th is  A r v e r a g u s ,
And sp e k e n  I w ole  of D o r ig e n  h is  wyf.
T h a t  lo v e th  h i r e  housbonde  a s  h i r e  h e r t e  lyf.
F o r  h is  a b s e n c e  w ep e th  she  and  s ik e th .
A s doon th i s e  nob le  w yves  w h an  h e m  l ik e th .

(F . 814-18)

The c o u r t ly  ep iso d e  o c c a s io n e d  b y  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  a b s e n c e  is  the

r e s u l t  of th a t  g r e a t  love  of h e r s .  She i s  w ooed by  a  s q u i r e  j u s t  a s  M ay

w a s ,  and  a s  p r o p e r  an  o b je c t  f o r  love  a s  one m ig h t  find,

Oon of th e  b e s t e  fa ry n g e  m a n  on ly v e ;
Yong, s t r o n g ,  r ig h t  v e r tu o u s ,  and  r i c h e ,  and w ys.
And w e l b i lo v e d ,  and  h o ld en  in  g r e e t  p r y s .

(F . 932-34)

And she  is  im p o r tu n e d  no t j u s t  fo u r  d a y s  a f t e r  h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  a s  M ay

w a s ,  b u t  m u c h  lo n g e r  th a n  a  y e a r  a f t e r .  M ay a c q u ie s c e d  qu ick ly  and

in cold  b lood :

Who s tu d ie th  now bu t f a i r e  f r e s s h e  M ay?
(E. 1955)

D o r ig e n  a n s w e r s  ' in  p le y ' and  in  th e  g r e a t  c o n c e rn  she  h a s  f o r  h e r  

h u s b a n d 's  l i f e :  he  m u s t  re m o v e  th e  r o c k s  w hich  m e n ac e  the  l ife  of the  

m a n  she  lo v e s  b e s t  and then , she  p r o m i s e s .



426

'T h a n n e  wol I love  yow b e s t  of any  m an ,
H ave h e e r  m y  t r o u th e ,  in  a l  th a t  e v e re  I k an . '

(F. 997-98)

Both s e e m  equally  im p o s s ib le  to h e r .  H e r  love is  so  g r e a t  and  c o n s ta n t  

an d  th e  la b o r  involved  in  m ov ing  any  of the  ro c k s  so o v e rw h e lm in g  th a t  

sh e  q u ite  n a tu r a l ly  e q u a te s  the  e n d u r in g  q u a l i ty  of the  ro c k s  w ith  th a t  

of h e r  lo v e .  The m e n a c e  th a t  th o se  ro c k s  o f fe r  to  h e r  love m a k e s  h e r  

in n o c en t  a n s w e r  a l to g e th e r  n a tu r a l .

D o r ig e n 's  c o m p la in t  w hen  she  th inks  th a t  the  ro c k s  h av e  b e en  

r e m o v e d  show s g r a p h ic a l ly  how th is  ta le  m a y  b e  h e i r  to the c o u r t ly  t r a d i 

t io n  and  y e t  a  r e v i s io n  of i t .  In s ta n d a rd  c o u r t ly  fash ion , the young 

s q u a r e  h a s  m ade  h is  s u i t  to h is  lady , p e r f o r m e d  the  im p o s in g  la b o u r  

w h ich  sh e  h a s  en jo in ed , a n d  now should  ge t h is  r e w a rd .  It w ould  be 

d is h o n o ra b le  to r e fu s e  w h a t  h ad  b e e n  p r o m is e d  h im . But D o r ig e n  s e e s  

y ie ld in g  a s  g r e a t e r  d is h o n o r .

'A l l a s , '  quod sh e ,  'o n  th e e .  F o r tu n e ,  I p ley n e .
T h a t  u n w ar  h a s t  m e  in  thy  cheyne.
F r o  w hich  t ' e s c a p e  w oo t I no so c o u r ,
Save oonly  d e e th  o r  e l l e s  d ish o n o u r;
Oon of th is e  two b ih o v e th  m e  to c h ese . '

(F . 1355-59)

W ith in  the  c lo se d  s y s t e m  of the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n ,  su ch  a s ta t e m e n t  would 

be  m e a n in g le s s ,  b u t  j u s t  a s  the v a lu es  of c o u r t ly  love  have  b e e n  b ro u g h t  

in to  th e  m a r r i a g e  r e l a t io n s h ip  in  th is  ta le ,  so  the  v a lu es  of th e  c o u r t ly  

code  w h ich  a llow  a d u l t e r y  a r e  p la c e d  w ith in  the  con tex t of a  l a r g e r  

m o r a l i t y  in  th is  r e a c t io n  of D o r ig e n 's .  The r e a c t io n  of A rv e ra g u s  

k e e p s  i t  in  th is  co n tex t :
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' I  h ad d e  w e l l e v e r e  y s t ik e d  fo r  to be 
F o r  v e r r a y  love  w h ich  th a t  I to yow h av e ,
B ut if ye sho lde  y o u re  t ro u th e  kepe  and sav e .
T ro u th e  is  the  h y e s te  thyng th a t  m an  m a y  k e p e ' .  . . ,

(F . 1476-79)

T he  w hole  w is e ,  f o r b e a r in g  m a n n e r  is  a d e v a s ta t in g  c o m m e n ta r y  on

th e  fo o lish  je a lo u s y  of J a n u a r y  and the  W ife 's  f i r s t  h u sb an d s .

The r e s o lu t io n  of the  s to r y  is  a  g ra p h ic  a f f i r m a t io n  of the  v a lu e s

w h ich  w en t u n d e r  the  n a m e  of 'g e n t i l l e s s e .  ' Invo lved  in  it is  a  t a c i t

a g r e e m e n t  am ong  a l l  t h r e e  m e n  to o b s e r v e  the  d e s i r e  f o r  l i b e r ty  w hich

th e  n a r r a t o r  h a s  a f f i r m e d  a l l  peop le  d e s i r e .  B e c a u s e  of the  l i b e r a l i t y

of A r v e r a g u s ,  A u re l iu s  is  l i b e r a l :

. r ig h t  a s  f r e l y  a s  he  sen te  h i r e  m e .
As f r e ly  sen te  I h i r e  to  h y m  ag ey n . '

(F . 1604-5)

B e c a u se  he  is  not c h u r l i s h ,  the  p h i lo s o p h e r  can  do no  l e s s  th a n  the  

o th e r s  :

'E v e r i c h  of yow d ide  g e n t i l ly  t i l  o o th e r .
T h o u  a r t  a  s q u ie r ,  and  he is  a  knyght;
B ut God fo rb e d e ,  f o r  h is  b l is fu l  m ygh t.
B ut if a  c l e r k  koude  doon a  g e n ti l  dede 
As w e l  a s  ny  of yow, i t  is  no d re d e !  '

(F . 1608-12)

W hen C h a u c e r  is  func tion ing  m o s t  c l e a r l y  w ith in  the  bo u n d s  of 

a  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t io n ,  we know  it in  one w ay  by  h is  te n d en c y  to  g e n e r a l i z e .  

C o n s tan ce  in  the M an of L a w 's  T a le  is  g e n e r a l i z e d  in  th is  w ay, in  k e e p 

ing w ith  the  m e d ie v a l  h a b i t  of hav ing  a  c h a r a c t e r  r e p r e s e n t  a  s in g le  

d o m in a n t  t r a i t .  Of h i s  o th e r  w om en  who a r e  in  th e  s a m e  t r a d i t io n ,  we 

can  th in k  of C r i s e l d a ,  C e c i l ia ,  P r u d e n c e ,  and  V irg in ia .  T h e s e  a r e
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h is  v i r t u o u s  w o m en , and  th e y  a r e  the  c r e a t io n s  of h is  w h ich  a r e  c lo s e s t  

to  the  f ix e d  ty p es  of o th e r  m e d ie v a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  T he  W ife of B a th  m ig h t  

h a v e  b e e n  su ch  a fixed  type  if she  had  b e e n  g iv en  the S h ip m a n 's  T a le  and 

only  the  f i r s t  p a r t  of h e r  p ro lo g u e ;  she  m ig h t ,  th a t  i s ,  h av e  b e e n  a 

C h a u c e r ia n  v e r s io n  of L a  V ie i l le .  T h a t  she  is  m u c h  m o r e  l i e s  a t  the 

h e a r t  of C h a u c e r 's  a r t .  If C h a u c e r 's  u n eq u iv o ca l ly  good w o m e n  a r e  

s im p le ,  th e  unfa ith fu l o n es  a r e  o ften  m o r e  c o m p le x .  C r i s e y d e  w as 

the  f ix e d  type  of in f id e l i ty  in  e a r l i e r  l i t e r a t u r e  and  leg en d .  B ut sh e ,  l ike  

A lic e  of B ath , is  m u ch  m o r e .  C h a u c e r  a t  h is  b e s t  t r a n s f o r m e d  th e se  

ty p es  in to  in d iv id u a ls  who y e t  b e a r  the  m a r k s  of the  ty p e s .

C h a u c e r ' s  i r o n y  is  p a r t l y  to be ex p la in ed  by  th is  te n s io n  b e tw een  

the  type  and the  in d iv id u a l .  T h is  te n s io n  r a n g e s  a l l  the  w ay  f r o m  May, 

ty p ic a l ly  n a m e d  and the  type  of the  w o m an  in  the  c r o o k e d - r ib  t r a d i t io n ,  

to C r i s e y d e  and  the  Wife of B a th  who b e l ie  a n y  f ixed  a s s e r t i o n  w hich  

is  m a d e  abou t th e m . E v e n  w ith  M ay, h o w e v e r ,  the  te n s io n  is  th e r e .

She i s  n o t  func tion ing  in  a  v a c u u m  b u t  in the  c o n tex t  of a  m a r r i a g e  to 

the  w o r s t  of th e m  a l l ,  J a n u a r y .  H e r  in f id e l i ty  is  b o th  ju s t i c e  f o r  J a n u a r y  

a n d  no ju s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  h e r .  T h a t  of A liso n  of the  M i l l e r ' s  T a le  is  the  

s a m e .

P a r t  of C h a u c e r ' s  i r o n y  is  in  the te n s io n  b e tw e e n  l i t e r a r y  

t r a d i t i o n  and  t r a d i t io n a l  m o r a l i ty .  A d u l te ry  i s  one of the  'g iv e n s '  of 

bo th  th e  c o u r t ly  and p o p u la r  t r a d i t io n s .  T he  fa c t  th a t  in m a n y  of h is  ta le s  

i t  is  no t a c c e p te d  a s  su c h  is  a  m e a s u r e  of h i s  expanding  beyond  the bounds
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of th o s e  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n s .  Both the s t r e n g th  and  the  d a n g e r  of th is  

in t r u s io n  of o r d in a r y  m o r a l  c o n s id e r a t io n s  a r e  ev id en t in  C h a u c e r 's  

w o rk .  T h a t  we can  be t ro u b le d  by the  e n d in g s  of the S h ip m a n 's  T a le  

and th e  M e r c h a n t 's  T a le  show s g ra p h ic a l ly  the  in h e re n t  d a n g e r s .  T hat 

we c a n  jo in  the a u th o r  in  an  e n d le s s  f a s c in a t io n  w ith  the c o n fe s s io n  of 

th e  Wife of B ath  show s w ha t can  be done w i th  th is  r e a l i s m .  If she 

b e g a n  a s  a l l e g o r i c a l  type  out of the R o m a n  de la  R o se  and  the  a n t i -  

f e m in i s t  t r a d i t io n ,  she  s u c c e e d s  in c o m p e l l in g  us to a c c e p t  h e r  a s  p a r a 

d o x ic a l ly  the  m o s t  d am n in g  w i tn e s s  a g a in s t  h e r  s e x  and a  d e fe n d e r  of 

w o m e n 's  r ig h t  to  be  f r e e .  The d e m a n d s  of  l i t e r a t u r e  and the  d e m a n d s  

of l i f e  a r e  not s e p a r a t e  in  the  b e s t  of C h a u c e r ' s  w o rk . If the  K n ig h t 's  

T a le  b e g an  a s  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  t r i a l  of w h ich  is  the  w o r th ie s t  of two c o u r t ly  

l o v e r s ,  i t  ends a s  an  e x e m p lu m  th a t  a l l  m u s t  e n d u re  and m a k e  th e  b e s t  

of th in g s .  P h i lo s o p h ic a l  d i s c o u r s e  in  th is  c o u r t ly  ta le  s e r v e s  to take  

i t  o u ts id e  the  n a r r o w ,  a r t i f i c i a l  con fines  of the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n .

T he  b r in g in g  to g e th e r  of c o u r t ly  love  and b u r le s q u e  in  the  M i l l e r ' s  

T a le  s e r v e s  the s a m e  p u rp o s e .  The c o m e d y  of th is  ta le  l ik e  the  p h i lo s o 

p hy  of the  ta le  w hich  p r e c e d e s  it s e r v e s  to  s u b m it  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  

to  ju d g m e n t  o u ts id e  i t s  own a r t i f i c i a l  v a lu e s .  As c o u r t ly  l o v e r s ,  A b 

so lo n  and  J a n u a r y  h e lp  to  laugh  aw ay  the  a b s u r d  in  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i 

t io n .  But th e r e  is  a  r e s id u e  of th a t  w h ic h  e n d u re s  d e sp i te  the  r id ic u le ,  

a l l  in  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  w hich  goes  by the  n a m e  of 'g e n t i l l e s s e .  '

W h e th e r  in  a  s a i n t ' s  l ife  l ik e  the  C l e r k 's  T a l e , a  c o m ic  p ie c e  

l ik e  the  W ife of B a th 's  P ro lo g u e ,  o r  a  r o m a n c e  l ik e  the W ife of B a th 's
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T a le  o r  the  F r a n k l i n 's  T a l e , 'g e n t i l '  conduct i s  bo th  the  m e a s u r e  of a  

c h a r a c t e r  and  the r e s o l v e r  of h u m a n  con fl ic t .  A lthough the  w o rd  'p i ty '  

w ith  i t s  m o d e rn ,  s e n t im e n ta l  conno ta t ions  is no t qu ite  eq u iv a len t ,  C h a u c e r  

e x p r e s s e s  th is  in  h is  l in e  th a t  'p i te e  r e n n e th  soone  in  g en ti l  h e r t e .  '

'P i t e e '  is  w ha t c a u s e s  J a n k y n  to r e le n t  in  the  W ife 's  p ro lo g u e  and  the 

kn igh t to  r e l e n t  in h e r  ta le ;  i t  i s  the q u a li ty  so  p r e s e n t  in the  conduct of 

the  c h a r a c t e r s  in the F r a n k l i n 's  T a le  and so  no tab ly  a b se n t  in the  M e r 

c h a n t 's  T a l e .

If co m ed y  is b ro u g h t  in to  co n tac t  w ith  the  c o u r t ly  t a l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  - -  

a s  i t  is  m o s t  no tab ly  in  T ro i lu s  and C r i s e y d e  - -  c o u r t ly  v a lu e s  a r e  n e v e r  

. f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  h is  co m ic  ta l e s .  The a c t io n s  of the  c h a r a c t e r s  of 

the  M e r c h a n t ' s  T a le  can  b u r le s q u e  w ha t i s  in ad eq u a te  in  the  c o u r t ly  

t r a d i t io n  w h ile  no t s c o r in g  w ith  the  h i ts  a t  g e n t i l l e s s e  f o r  p r e c i s e ly  the 

s a m e  r e a s o n  - - the a c t io n s  of the  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  no t 'g en t i l .  ' The 

co m ed y  goes  out of the W ife of B a th 's  P r o lo g u e ,  to be  r e p la c e d  by  to u c h 

ing s e n t im e n t ,  j u s t  w hen  the  Wife r e a c h e s  the p a r t  w h e re  she  and  Jan k y n  

w e re  a c t in g  to w a rd  e ac h  o th e r  w ith  'g e n t i l l e s s e .  ' The re v iv a l  of the 

lo n g -o v e rd u e  g e n t i l l e s s e  of W a l te r  a t  th e  end of the  C le r k 's  T a le  changes  

th a t  t a le  f r o m  a  s a in t 's  l ife  of m a r ty r d o m  to  a  ro m a n c e .  The r e c i p r o 

ca l  g e n t i l l e s s e  of a l l  a t  the  end of the F r a n k l i n 's  T a le  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  

p e r f e c t  h a rm o n y .

W hat, then , is  th is  p a r t  of the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  c a l led  'g e n t i l l e s s e '?  

It is  th a t  p a r t  c o n s is te n t  w ith  the  v a lu es  of p h i lo so p h ic a l  and  re l ig io u s
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t r a d i t i o n  of the  M iddle  A g e s ,  The e th ic a l ,  s o c ia l  v a lu e s  of h u m il i ty ,  

p i ty ,  g e n e r o s i ty ,  and  u n d e rs ta n d in g  had  a l r e a d y  b e e n  ta k e n  in to  the  

c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n  to e x i s t  th e r e  in  co n ju n c t io n  w ith  o th e r  v a lu e s  a t  odds 

w ith  th e  re l ig io u s  t r a d i t io n .  C h a u c e r  w as  c o n s e rv a t iv e  in  h o ld ing  th e s e  

v a lu e s ,  but h is  u n iq u e n e s s  l i e s  in h is  s an e  w innowing of th e  f r u i t  f r o m  

the  chaff  in  the  c o u r t ly  t r a d i t io n .

L ike  m e n  th ro u g h  the  c e n tu r ie s  of the  M iddle  A g e s ,  h e  re sp o n d e d  

to the  o th e rw o r ld ly  v a lu e s ,  a s  e x p r e s s e d  in  the  Second N u n 's  T a le  and 

th e  P a r s o n ' s  T a l e . But l ik e  a l l  s e c u l a r  m e n ,  he  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  d e m an d s  

of th is  w o r ld ,  i t s  g o o d n e ss  a s  w e ll  a s  i t s  im p e r f e c t io n s .  ' G en t i l '  c o n 

d uc t r e p r e s e n t s  th a t  p o r t i o n  of the C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t io n  w h ich  is  a v a i la b le  

to a l l .  It i s  the  s t a n d a r d  b y  w hich  a l l  of h is  h e r o e s  s ta n d  o r  fa l l .  The 

fun  i s  w ith  th o se  who do no t a c t  gen tly  - -  N ic h o la s ,  A bso lon , th e  c h a r a c 

t e r s  of the R e e v e 's  T a l e . U ngentle  con d u c t can  a lso  le a d  to  g r i e f ,  a s  

he  show s in  T r o i lu s  and  C r i s e y d e .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  C h a u c e r 's  u s u a l  con d u c t is  to  t r y  to  so f te n  the  

g u il t  of h is  un fa ith fu l w o m e n  in  sp i te  of th e m s e lv e s .  M a y 's  co n d u c t  

is  no t r e a l ly  ju s t i f ie d  b y  J a n u a r y ' s  a p p e a r a n c e  and  a c t i o n s ,  b u t  sh e  a t  

l e a s t  h a s  the  c lo s e s t  th ing  to an  e x c u se .  It is  im p o s s ib le  to  c o n d em n  

th e  W ife of B ath  in  s p i te  of e v e ry th in g .  C r i s e y d e 's  i s  th e  m o s t  d if f icu l t  

c a s e  of a l l .  By a n y  s te .n d a rd s ,  she  w ould  s e e m  to  be a s  h a te fu l  a s  she  

w as  t r a d i t io n a l ly  r e p r e s e n t e d .  C h a u c e r  h im s e l f ,  h o w e v e r ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  

th e  t r u t h  of h is  d ic tu m  th a t  'p i t e e '  ru n s  so o n  in  the  g en tle  h e a r t :
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Ne m e  ne l i s t  th is  s e ly  w o m m a n  chyde 
F o r t h e r  th an  the  s to r y e  w ol d e v y se .
H i r e  n a m e ,  a l l a s !  i s  p u n y s sh e d  so  w id e ,  
T h a t  f o r  h i r e  g i l t  i t  oughte  ynough s u f f is e .  
And if I m y g h te  e x c u se  h i r e  an y  w is e .
F o r  sh e  so  s o r y  w as  f o r  h i r e  u n tro u th e ,  
Iw is ,  I so ld e  e x c u s e  h i r e  y e t  f o r  ro u th e .

(V. 1093-99)
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