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PREFACE

As work on this project began, friends, colleagues, and mentors
strongly advised that I should be prepared to come to a point where I
would "hate" this research project. As I begin to bring the project to
closure, I find that their advice was incorrect. I have come to be more
and more pleased with the design, actualization, and results of the ef-
fort. At times I have been frustrated because of my inability to develop
the richness of the data, but once established, the concepts and descrip-
tions have withstood the tests of validity and reliability. These tests
consisted of readings and follow-up interviews with the subjects and
others. The findings are well grounded in the data, and I am sure of the
results.

I have been well pleased with the grounded theory methodology be-
cause it has provided the means to develop a very accurate clarification
of marital expectations. Grounded theory is, without question, a most
liberating method, and it has provided a unique opportunity for the un-
derstanding of the subject.

I have learned to appreciate the wise counsel of Drs. Kiser and
McKinney because they have encouraged me to develop the topic on my own.
I have a sense of personal ownership in the work, and I have pursued
understanding. I appreciate the dramaturgical perspective of Dr. Charles
Edgley--he is a good and wise friend. Dr. Alfred Carlozzi has helped me

to apply my findings.
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I have an interest in the field of Clinical Sociology, and I believe
that this effort is a sound polemic for the continued development of that
interest. The discipline is well served by the application of sociolog-
ical principles to the "real" problems of our day.

I have concluded that much of the marital counseling which is cur-
rently being done in the cause of marital satisfaction is probably going
to fail. I have indicated that neither gender is either a victim or a
perpetrator of marital dissatisfaction. These findings will not endear
this author to several friends and colleagues who have concluded other-
wise, but I have meticulously attended to my craft, and I am willing to
stand behind the conclusions based on the research contained herein. I
may find my abilities inadequate to convince all skeptics and detractors,
but this research effort is an exciting, valid, and reliable work.

I have enjoyed myself in this effort, and I feel that the work is a
significant addition to the knowledge of the discipline.

There are so many who have helped me accomplish this program of
study: my wife, Mary Ann, who has been a rock through so many difficult
times; my wonderful children, Tamara and Paul, who understood my moods
and the many hours locked away; and Barbara Adams for typing, reviewing,
and correcting my spei1ing.

Finally I would like to thank the faculty and staff of the Sociology

Department for creating a superlative learning environment.
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CHAPTER I
DEMOGRAPHICS, THEORY, AND THEORISTS

Understanding the forces which hold marriages together or
encourage their dissolution is of great importance in this
time of record high divorce rates (Lewis and Spanier, 1979,
p. 268).

The Societal Function of Marriage

"Marriage is the locus of ultimate fulfillment" is a most prevalent
social belief in modern society. The complexity and stress of modern
life encourages the belief in some social structure which will provide
the needed safety and solace that is perceived as so unavailable in the
workplace and other social institutions. The specialized social function
of marriage is to provide the social institution wherein the individual
can find emotional fulfiliment (Parsons, 1955).

In many modern culture, especially the United States, the emotional
fulfillment of the individual is proposed to be the result of romantic
love. Marriage and Tove are viewed as symbiotic. Modern couples marry
because they are "in love." Modern society proposes that marital rela-
tionships are expected to last over extended periods of time and that the
marital relationship is to be characterized by the "assuming of mutual
and reciprocal rights and obligations between the spouses" (Eshelman,
1981, p. 82).

Those marriages that are not found to meet the standards of

mutual fulfillment and permanence (at least relative permanence) are



characterized as filled with hate, fear, and confusion and usually end in
either disillusionment or divorce (Lederer and Jackson, 1968, p. 15).

The major causes of marital "failure" (either in terms of dissatisfaction
or in terms of divorce) are most often seen to be the result of either a
failure to pick a suitable mate or the failure to adjust to the marital
relationship (Lederer and Jackson, 1968, p. 15). The marital institution
continues to be presented as the Tocus of fulfillment, but the individ-

uals simply failed to implement the necessary or appropriate actions.
Indices of Marital Happiness

Divorce Rates

It is intriguing that there is such a large number of individuals
who are unwilling or unable to actualize the ultimate fulfillment that is
available through the social institution of marriage. The United States
records close to 500,000 divorces annually, and there have been estimates
that half of all recent marriages will terminate in divorce (Spanier and
Lewis, 1979, p. 288; Lederer and Jackson, 1968, p. 15; McCubbin and Dahl,
1985, pp. 298-9). The incidence of divorce is an indication that there
are at least some significant "antipermanence" forces at work in our so-
ciety. It would seem dangerous to assume that almost half of the popula-
tion are incapable or unwilling to develop a mutually agreeable social
interaction which would provide for marital permanence. If, in fact, the
marital institution is expected to provide emotional fulfillment, then
individuals enter marriage expecting it to provide such. It would seem
reasonable therefore to expect a certain willingness and ability (at
Teast as perceived by the potential mate) to actualize the ultimate mari-

tal goal.



While a "sense" of permanence will probable reduce the divorce rate
as would a process which provided a high level of marital quality, the
statistics would indicate that there is at the present time an insuffi-
cient amount of these feelings because there is a significant level of

divorce.

Extramarital Sexual Behavior

In addition to the high divorce rate there are other indices of mari-
tal dissatisfaction; and one of these, the high incidence of extramarital
sexual behavior, is continuing to increase in frequency despite the
strong negative feelings individuals have about infidelity (Dyer, 1983,
p. 201; Bell, 1979, p. 425; Hunt, 1974; Glenn and Weaver, 1979).

In seeking to develop an understanding of the causes of extramarital
sexual activities, social scientists have found that the best predictor
of infidelity is the Tevel of overall satisfaction with the marital rela-
tionship (Kinsey, 1953, pp. 432-435; Bell et al., 1975, p. 384). Viewing
extramarital sexual behavior as the dependent variable for the independ-
ent variable of overall satisfaction with the marriage is interesting be-
cause the primary reason given for the marital dissatisfaction in divorce
proceedings is sexual infidelity (Dyer 1983, p. 199). It would seem that
there is a multidimensional process at work between the marital satisfac-

tion and the incidence of extramarital sexual behavior.?

1Perhaps the use of linear models, which is so popular with social
scientists, is simply inadequate to develop the understanding of the
phenomenon of extramarital sexual behavior. These models are inadequate
to develop reciprocal causation or third-variable causation. This work
attempts to develop understanding and therefore avoids the imposed inade-
quacies of linear models.



Whatever the causal relationship, it is sufficient for the present
purpose to note that the incidence of extramarital sexual behavior is
significantly high enough to be used as an indicator of general marital
dissatisfaction. Some scholars have estimated that the incidence of ex-
tramarital sexual behavior is as high as 50 percent of those married per-
sons over the age of 40 (Dyer, 1983, p. 201; Rubenstein, 1983). This
social phenomenon is another indicator that modern American marriages are

not the happy and fulfilling things that they are expected to be.

The Marital Counseling Industry

A third indicator of marital difficulty is the industry which is de-
signed to serve the individuals who find themselves in unfulfilling or
unrewarding marital relationships. If such an industry is large and
growing, it would indicate that many individuals perceive a need to seek
assistance in increasing the level of marital satisfaction.

With the earliest beginnings of marriage counseling services in the
1930's, there has been a premise that the success of a family or marriage
is based on the behaviors of the individuals involved. That counseling
services can facilitate the development of happy and successful marriages
regardless of the expectations that were in existence when the couple
committed matrimony is obvious by the very lack of emphasis on such ex-
pectations in the clinical function.

The expectations of the individuals involved in a marriage are also
a critical part of establishing the social context within which the mari-
tal acts are accomplished. Marital happiness and success is intricately

intertwined with the social contexts of a marital relationship.



Informal efforts to strengthen the marital dyad have been around for
quite some time. Pastors, lawyers, doctors, and teachers have found
themselves placed in the role of counselor for the past few hundred
years. These efforts fell outside their prescribed job duties, and at
their encouragement there has developed an entire industry that is de-
signed to serve the needs of families that have problems. Marriage and
family counselors are people who individually have been found to be ded-
icated, hard working, and subscribers to the philosophy of "helping"
(Phillips, 1970). The marital and family counselors are now open for
business in almost every community in the nation.

The family court movement has become a common service agency in the
country. This program of service grew out of the juvenile justice move-
ment of the early 1900's. The objective of this court system is to pro-
vide a means of handling families that are experiencing crises in some
sort of formal legal sense (Dyer, 1983, pp. 410-1). The first family
court was established in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1914, and since that time

the mandate of this legal system has grown to include ".

. a wide range
of domestic problems, including annulment, divorce, legal separation,
alimony, child custody, desertion, nonsupport, illegitimacy, and adop-
tion" (Dyer, 1983, p. 410). To accomplish this mandate the court draws
upon a wide range of practitioners including social workers, psychia-
trists, probation officers, psychologists, and marriage and family
counselors. The family court was designed to preserve the marital re-
lationship and to increase the stability of marriages (Kephart, 1977,

p. 510).

Started in the 1960's, marriage and family enrichment programs have

become quite prevalent in the United States, seeing rather dramatic



growth in the 1970's (Dyer, 1983, pp. 411-2). Mace and Mace (1977) be-
lieve that this program of marriage enrichment can reduce the presently
high rates of divorce. Marriage enrichment has been described by Otto
(1975) as follows:

Marriage enrichment programs are generally concerned with

enhancing the couple's communication, emotional life, sexual

relationship, fostering marriage strengths, and developing

marriage potential. . . . Family enrichment programs are gen-

erally concerned with enhancing the family's communication

and emotional life (pp. 137-8).

Most family and marriage enrichment programs are organized by educa-
tional, religious, or social service agencies and could therefore be
looked upon as a part of the overall marriage counseling operations of
these agencies. The enrichment program usually occurs over a weekend and
is operated by a trained professional usually a clinical psychologist or
social worker. The participants are encouraged to divulge intimate feel-
ings or thoughts with the expectation that the disclosure of one spouse
will result in the intimate disclosure of the other thereby creating a
symbiotic process which will foster open and intimate communication.

This is viewed as a necessary process to increase the effectiveness of
the communication between marriage partners. Improved and more effective
communication will therefore result in the "ability to take charge of
their relationship" leaving less to chance and to external circumstances
(Dyer, 1983; Miller et al., 1975).

Another outgrowth of the marriage enrichment programs is a program
known as marriage encounter. Marriage encounter weekends are not be-
lieved to be as effective as marriage enrichment programs and may even
have negative effects (Doherty et al., 1978).

In addition to the various public and private programs for those who

find themselves already married and are either experiencing difficulties



or who desire a more fulfilling relationship with their spouse, there has
been an increase in the efforts of schools and colleges to reach those
who are not married with a program of family 1ife education. The pro-
grams, which are directed at the premarital population, developed in the
late nineteenth and the early twentieth centuries and were a response to
the concerns about the social changes brought about by the declining so-
cietal emphasis on rural 1ife and the increasing incidence of urban soci-
ety. The National Council on Family Relations was formed in 1938 to
respond to these concerns. Research continues on the role and operation
of the family, and this research is devoured by thousands of practition-
ers and educators.

In conclusion, the marital service industry seems to be flourishing,
and since there seems to be a market for the services which are designed
to provide individuals with the ability to develop more rewarding marital
relationships, it would seem logical to assume that there were many per-

sons who perceived that their marriage was not what it should be.
Theories on Marital Happiness

There are forces that are at work in modern society which tend to
support the existence and increase in the high divorce rate, the inci-
dence of extramarital sexual behavior, and the need for a thriving serv-
ice industry which ostensibly is designed to increase the levels of
satisfaction within the marital arrangements. Lewis and Spanier (1979)
have reviewed the empirical efforts of marriage theorists and have con-
cluded that there is a list of unidimensional variables that are associ-
ated with marital happiness and marital stability (a full discussion of

their work is included in the chapter on theory). They have come to



define marital quality as a term which includes "marital adjustment, mari-
tal satisfaction, marital happiness and marital integration" (Lewis and
Spanier, 1979, p. 268).

Interestingly, however, there is a substantial body of scientific
work that has been excluded from the work of Lewis and Spanier (1979).
These excluded works are some of the most popular and profound works that
have been done on the subject, and the authors have received world-wide
acclaim for their efforts. Most notable of those works that were ex-
cluded from the Lewis and Spanier review were the works of several female
social psychologists, including Lillian Rubin (1976, 1981), Judith Bard-
wick (1979), and Jessie Bernard (1973). These women take another per-
spective on the process of establishing marital quality and stability--
they propose that the social processes at work in our society establish a
set of marital expectations that are based on the gender differences that
are established in the family of orientation.

These writers (Rubin, Bardwick, and Bernard) have focused on the
qualitative aspects of marriage and have written extensively based on
their own personal observations and understandings obtained through di-
rect contact with married persons. These writers do not believe that the
marital satisfaction that is experienced by males and females is the re-
sult of a series of linearly related unidimensional variables, as pro-
posed by Lewis and Spanier (1979) or Lederer and Jackson (1968). These
women believe that martial quality and marital stability are a part of
the set of expectations that are developed in the family of orientation
and as such are the basis for the individual's understanding of marital

happiness. They propose that there are specific macrosocial processes



that are at work to assure the high levels of marital dissatisfaction

that are currently prevalent in the society.
Summary

"The demands that men and women make on marriage will never be fully
met; they cannot be" (Jessie Bernard, 1973, pp. 323-4). The marital ex-
pectations that have been accepted by persons prior to entering a marital
relationship are critical in the understanding of marital happiness.

This work will attempt to delineate those demands and expectations. This
effort will describe the §et of expectations held by males and females
and will theorize about how those demands establish the basis for marital
happiness and marital stability.

This work will additionally review the theoretical propositions of
Lewis and Spanier (1979) in light of the marital expectations. Thirdly,
this research will critically review the basis for the arguments that
have been proposed by Lederer and Jackson (1968). Chapter V provides an
extensive look at the theoretical perspectives proposed by these re-

searchers and reviews the implications of this research effort.



CHAPTER II

RESEARCH METHODS

The Data

The focus of this research is upon the development of an understand-
ing of how never-married young people have come to view the social insti-
tution of marriage. This research analyzes the written statements of the
subjects and seeks to describe and understand how these expectations were
developed and what impact such understandings have on the social services
which concern themselves with marriage and marital success. Addition-
ally, the theoretical implications ;f the findings are reviewed.

The data analyzed consisted of 369 written statements of college
students in response to the following question "What my marriage will be
1ike and why it will be that way." Although certainly not a representa-
tive group of the total number of young adults in this society, it is be-
Tieved that the sample of students at a major state university come to
that upiversity from a wide variety of locations, the subjects have spent
time thinking about their futures, and the subjects are involved (albeit
to varying degrees) in a dating process which, in the ‘majority of cases,
is expected to result in the choice of a marital partner. This data was
collected over a twenty-two-month period from August, 1983, through May,
1985.

The data-gathering techniques utilized in this study were chosen for

several reasons: (1) the author's interest in the understandings of the

10
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subjects, (2) the availability of subjects, (3) the universal nature of
marital expectations, and (4) the relatively unobtrusive nature of the
data.

The author has been interested in the understandings people have
about marriage since entering his own marriage in 1969; I am reminded of
a statement made by a former sociology professor: "If you haven't been
there, you don't have anything to say." The author "has been there" and
has found the marital relationship, on the one hand, supported by obser-
vations of other marriages and, on the other hand, often confounded by
the observations of other marriages. While marriage is a social institu-
tion, it is unique in its intensely personal applications and its propen-
sity for being individually created.

The data became available as a result of the author's personal in-
volvement in college teaching. Over 400 students in introductory
Sociology classes have been asked to write down their individual marital
expectations. These writings are the basis for this study. There has
been no transformation of the writing attempted and none is planned. The
form and content of the subjects' statements have not been changed.

The research questions that concerned this author revolve around the
issues of how the various writers developed a sense of marriage as a per-
sonally relevant institution and what constitutes that sense of the so-

cial institution.

The Analysis

The data studied had not been studied prior to this investigation;
and no hypotheses were assumed, except that there would be linkages,

commonalities, and other common properties contained in the writings of
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the subjects. This investigation locates, describes, and theorizes about
the properties of the writings studied (the data). After a review of the
scientific methods that have been developed for such a purpose, it was
determined that the best social science methodology for this particular
purpose was grounded theory analysis. Grounded theory was developed by
Glaser and Strauss (1967) utilizing a constant comparative method to de-
velop theory directly from the data under study and grounding the result-
ing theory in the data.

This method has been described (Hadden et al., 1976; Hughes, 1979)
as a set of comparative analytic procedures, by which a theory may be in-
ductively generated from the data. The emphasis of the approach is on
identifying and describing the fundamental social processes which are oc-
curring within a particular setting.

The inductive analytic process was divided into a series of interre-
lated steps that, though they were specific in the actions taken, were
often seen to overlap and even to occur simultaneously on occasion. The
steps involved in this analytical process were as follows: (1) substan-
tive coding, (2) theoretical coding, and (3) memo writing and sorting.
Onée the initial sequence of coding and analysis was completed, the three
steps operated in a simultaneous fashion. The generating of theory cou-
ples with the notion of theory as process, requiring that all three oper-
ations be done together as much as possible (Glaser and Strauss, 1967).

Specifically, the process can be outlined as follows:

1. The data were read to get a sense of the types of information
contained therein and to determine the appropriateness of the data for

scientific study.
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2. The data were analyzed on a line-by-line basis in order to de-
termine the specific properties of the information contained in the writ-
ten statements. This substantive coding was unstructured (so as to be
able to entertain all possible items), and noted what was happening (the
content of the thought) on each Tine. The coding was designed to note
the behavioral statements and the structural occurrences and reoccur-
rences, and it was designed to isolate the basic patterns of the ideas
expressed.

3. Once the coding was completed, theoretical questions were
applied to the coding results. The theoretical questions or codes were
then continuously compared to the previous and subsequent coding results.

4. The theoretical codes were then compared with each other and
the integration of variables was established. In other words, the theo-
retical codes were related to each other and integrated where appropriate.

5. It should be noted that the above steps often occurred simultan-
eously and thereby allowed for testing as the coding continued. Memos
were written as information was obtained during each step of the process.
This constant comparison of the data allowed for the modification or
change of the derived concepts as the work progressed and new data was
analyzed.

6. The memos were then sorted between sections to identify the
major properties or conditions of the properties. The memos were also
sorted within the sections to determine the subproperties of the set
(Hadden et al., 1976, pp. 5-7).

The work of Glaser and Strauss (1967 and 1971) was reviewed at
length, and, as a result, their work was chosen as the best methodology

for this work.” They specifically address the utilization of documentary
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materials as a means to help the researcher to "understand the substan-
tive area he has decided to study" (Glaser and Strauss, 1967, p. 161).
This work was designed to describe and to understand the data without the
bias of theoretical "baggage" such as preconceived notions and personal
biases. Grounded theory provided the research methodology which best met
the research objectives of the author. (Samples of the data are included

in Appendix B.)
The Sample

The sample consisted of 369 students enrolled in an introductory so-
cial science course at a major southwestern state university. Those that
either were married currently or who had ever been married were excluded
from the analysis.

The sample consisted of a group of college men and women with the
following characteristics:

n = 369

Males: 50.5 percent; Females: 49.5 percent

Age: 19-22 years

Class in School: Freshman, 62 percent
Sophomore, 23 percent
Junior, 5 percent
Senior, 8 percent
Graduate, 2 percent

Race: American Indian, 2 percent (2)

Black, 6 percent (6)

Anglo, 81 percent (79)
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Asian, 8 percent (8)

Other, 2 percent (2)
Ninety-seven percent of the respondents were not engaged at the time of
the survey, and 75 percent of the respondents did not have a ”partiéu]ar
someone" that they were planning to marry. Fifty percent of the sample
was from eijther an urban area or a suburban area, and 84 percent of the
sample described themselves as from the upper or upper-middle socioeco-
nomic class.

A sample of college students was viewed as particularly appropriate
for this study because they are future oriented, marriage is a salient
topic for this group, most have not been married, and marriage is viewed
as a desirable state. College students have spent time thinking about
their future and have developed a "set of expectations" concerning how
they think their lives will develop. Dating and engagement are common
activities, and college men and women are "looking" for the special per-
son for them. This set of expectations are "unspoiled" by the reality of
marital 1ife, and, as a result, marital expectations are uniquely "pure."

The research methodology can best be described as a three-part pro-
cess with grounded theory methods at the core. Part 1 was a qualitative
grounded theory exercise to develop the essence of the data. Part 2 pro-
vides a validity test which supported the qualitative findings. Part 3
was the '"backbone" of the research in that it is the locus of the full
description of the findings and the resulting conclusions and implica-

tions for future research.
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Phase 1: The Qualitative Phase

Step 1. Respondents from the sample were asked to write a three-to-
five page paper on the following subject: "What Marriage Will Be Like
and Why it Will Be That Way."

Step 2. Ten of the papers (5 males and 5 fema]és) were randomly
chosen and exhaustively analyzed. This analysis consisted of writing the
content of each sentence so as to capture in as complete a fashion as
possible all ideas contained in the responses.

Step 3. Two independent judges were asked to conduct the same anal-
ysis and compare the results. The independent judges were in agreement
with the items and domains as identified by the researcher.

Step 4. An indepth analysis was then conducted on another 20 ran-
domly chosen papers (10 males and 10 females). These responses were com-
pared with the listings of items noted in Step 2, and additional items
were added as they occurred.

Step 5. After analyzing a total of 30 cases, it was noted that
there were no new items being generated from the content analysis. The
items were grouped into domains of marital expectations, and the items
were noted under each domain.

Step 6. An additional 32 cases were analyzed and each case fit into
the domains listed in Step 5, and the items were repetitive of previously
identified items. At this time it was assumed that the data had been ex-
hausted in terms of items and domains. The resulting list of the domains

of marital expectation and items is noted in Appendix A.
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Phase 2: The Quantitative Phase

Step 7. The domains were reviewed and their respective items were
contained in the listing included in Appendix A. The qualitative data
was again used to note the most appropriate wording for each of the
items. These statements were then written in a Likert Scale format with
quantified statements ranging from Strongly Agree (value = 1) to Strongly
Disagree (value = 5). Whenever possible, the verbatim responses of re-
spondents were utilized. When this was not possible, statements were
developed which reflected the nature and tone of respondents' statements.
This process resulted in a list of 93 Likert Statements, and an addi-
tional 12 questions on sociodemographic variables were added at the be-
ginning of the questionnaire.

Step 8. The questionnaire was given to a similar group of students,
and the results analyzed to determine the amount of agreement between the
findings in Phase 1 and the findings of Phase 2. The number of students
(97) was deemed sufficient to proceed given the preliminary nature of
this study.

Step 9. To determine the comparison between the qualitative phase
and the gquantitative phase, it was decided to conduct a factor analysis
on the results to support the domains that were identified in Phase 1 of
the research. The first factor unrotated loadings are noted for each
. item, and the items are organized according to the domains noted in

Appendix A.

Phase 3: Description and Conclusions

After determining by both a grounded methodology and by statistical

methods that the descriptions were valid, the research returned to
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qualitative methods for a complete review of the data. What follows in
the remainder of this research effort is a complete description of mar-
ital expectations for both males and females, a theoretical analysis of

the findings, and a chapter on the implications of the findings.
Methodological Problems

This research method has joined the effectiveness of BOTH the quali-
tative and the quantitative techniques. It has been argued that marital
quality and marital happiness are functions of the value laden concept of
marital expectations. These expectations are developed through the so-
cialization process in much the same fashion as the concepts of male and
female roles are developed. Because of their subjective nature, marital
expectations have not been investigated extensively. This chapter has
proposed a method to investigate marital expectations.

While some of the qualitative aspects and understandings are lost in
translating the domains into a quantitative format, much can be retained
which would justify continued effort in the development of a combined
qualitative and quantitative research methodology. Three specific re-
search concerns are worthy pf note in this section. -

First, the use of verbatim wording of subjects from the qualitative
phase (Phase 1) may color the results in the quantitative phase
(Phase 2). Many of the statements made by respondents in the qualitative
phase were phrased in a rather absolute fashion. Examples are, "When I
get married, my mate will definitely be a virgin" or "I will never get
angry with my spouse." Such statements are less than ideal for utiliza-
tion in a Likert scale because they tend to warrant disagreement with the

absolute wording and not the concept being presented. Future refinements
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of the methodology must account for these difficulties between the state-
ments of the subjects and the requirements of the scaling format.

Another problem that is closely linked to the previous difficulty is
the loss of color and tone between tﬁe statements of the subjects and the
translation of those statements into Likert statements. A subject that
focuses on the idea that there are many "bad things" that will not happen
in his/her marriage is qualitatively different from the subject that suf-
fers from a Pollyanna Syndrome concerning marriage expectations. The
subjects that noted their marriage would not be characterized by sexual
abuse (of either the spouse or the children), physical abuse, poverty,
unemployment, nor a lack of food are certainly different from those sub-
jects who proposed that they were going to spend their married life going
to concerts, traveling to Europe, loving their children, and romancing
their spouse. (Returning to the previous point for a moment: Perhaps
college students' mental image of marriage is less reality based, and the
reading and writing tend to clarify the image into a more realistic set
of statements. If that is the case, then the research exercise may also
have a certain therapeutic value.)

The third and fourth problems may be termed problems of selectivity
and inductivity, different sides of the same issue. It is assumed that
most subjects in the qualitative phase did not mention ALL of the marital
expectations they have developed through the years. Each subject has de-
veloped his own personal definition of marital expectations, and this
definition will naturally exclude some items that are viewed as less im-
portant. A quantitative research instrument will possibly obscure some
items of greater import by giving them the same relative importance of

lesser valued items. Additionally, by mentioning ALL of the domains of
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marital quality, some domains may be included in the instrument that are
not important to the individual respondent. This inducement to overrate
items that were not previously even considered in the marital expecta-
tions is called "inductivity." Subjects are "induced" to note new items
and thereby confound the understandings of an individual's marital
expectations.

As has been previously noted (see comments about Lewis and Spanier
in the literature review), the most popular method for analyzing the fac-
tors involved in marital quality and stability is developing a set of
variables that are believed to be antecedent to the marital definition of
marital quality and to statistically relate those variables to the per-
ceived marital quality and stability of those who are married. This pro-
cess results in a series of statistically based correlations which are
then related causally to the incidence of marital quality (also known as
marital satisfaction or happiness) and marital stability (defined as
"staying together" by Lewis and Spanier (1979, p. 269)). The state of
the art at this time is simply a great variable search. Social scien-
tists attempt to reduce human 1ife to variables and their statistical
correlations. Lewis and Spanier (1979) have reached a pinnacle in this
ability, and they have been highly praised by the academic community.
(Their text is used widely as the basis for various family courses.)

This style of variable analysis has become the "proper" form for socio-
logical analysis (Burr et al., 1979; Blumer, 1956).

There are, however, shortcomings inherent in this method of analy-
sis. Blumer (1956) lists several of these shortcomings and proposes that
this method, though popular, is insufficient to explain the "vast inter-

pretative process in which people, singly and collectively, guide
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themselves by defining the objects, events, and situations which they
encounter" (1956, p. 88). Later in that same section Blumer describes
what the social scientists tend to do when they encounter such matters of
human group life which involve the process of interpretation, ". . . it
(the social scientific community) is markedly disposed to ignore it"
(1956, p. 89).

This idea that in such areas of group 1ife the independent

variable automatically exercises its influence on the de-

pendent variable is, it seems to me, a basic fallacy. There

is a process of definition intervening between the events

of experience presupposed by the independent variable and

the formed behavior represented by the dependent variable

(Blumer, 1956, p. 89).

The individual actor is ACTIVE in the relationship proposed by the
dependent and independent variables. For example, it is a fallacy to
propose that socioeconomic status is related to marital happiness/quality
causally (as Lewis and Spanier do), because such a statement omits the
expectation of the actor in the interpretation of the relationship. If
the actor expects an upper-class standard of living and finds that such
canno£ be attained because of certain macrosocial factors, will he be
more or less satisfied with his marital relationship? Without some un-
derstanding of the overall set of marital expectations and the relative
importance of each part of such expectations, we simply cannot answer the
question. The omission of the actor as an active definition giver to the
social situations in which he/she is found negates the usefulness of
variable analysis.

Certainly it is NOT possible for the social scientist to climb into
the mind of the subject and determine what he/she is thinking at any

given moment. It is important to note, however, that the subject/actor

does, in fact, bring certain understandings to a social relationship.
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Thomas's "definition of the situation" notes that the actor comes to de-
fine the situation that he/she is currently facing within the context of
meanings that have come to his/her attention in the past (Thomas and
Thomas, 1928). The past plays an important part in providing the con-
texts within which definitions are developed. It is this historical
context that is of interest in this study. Each of the never-married
subjects had developed an idea about how their marriage would be (a pre-
construction of reality), and this idea becomes the basis for the under-
standings of marital actions (the marital definition of the situation).

Knowing what a person believes the new social situation will bring
(in this case a marital relationship) is an important part of the under-
standing of the actions and reactions of the person once he/she enters
the relationship. There is, without question, an adjustment process that
takes place once the person enters a marriage. Berger and Luckman (1966)
even propose that the marital dyad develops a "new construction of real-
ity," and this new construction redefines not only the present but it
also redefines the past. Such modifications are, however, based on the
previously held construction of reality and are, therefore, best viewed
as modifications of the previous reality construct rather than a totally
new creation. It is not possible to understand the transformation proc-
ess until we more fully understand the definitions of reality that are
carried into the marital relationship.

This preconstruction of reality will set the basis for the later
marital construction of reality, which will occupy the time and energy of
the marital unit. A marriage will bring changes in this dyadic defini-
tion of the situation, but changes from what? AS WE MORE FULLY UNDER-
STAND THE STARTING POINT, WE WILL BE MORE FQLLY ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE
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CHANGES THAT OCCUR. In a sense, this work attempts to delineate the pre-
vious question, "what do never-married people bring to the relationship
that is subsequently modified into a mutually agreeable new definition of
reality?"

The marital couple does not enter marriage with a "clean slate."
They enter with a slate that is full of their understandings, and these
understandings are MODIFIED to fit the new situation. The previous un-
derstandings are not simply thrown out and new definitions placed in the
vacancies. Previous understandings are modified and selectively removed.
The process of marital reality construction is the object of study, but
there is much work to be done on the "previous question" before we can
understand the process. This is an effort to understand the previous
question.

Alongside the instances where interpretation is made by

merely applying stabilized meanings there are the many

instances where the interpretation has to be constructed.

These instances are obviously increasing in our changing

society. It is imperative in the case of such instances

for variable analysis to include the act of interpretation

in its analytic scheme. As far as I can see, variable

analysis shuns such inclusion (Blumer, 1956, p. 90).

This quote illustrates the basic purposes of this research effort:
to place the initiation of the marital relationship into an interpretive
context. While the marital dyad is involved in a redefinition, there is
a point at which the marital partners bring their individual understand-
ings into a unified understanding that is acceptable to each of the
individuals. The persons begin where they are, and they bring their
previously developed construction to play in defining the actions and re-
actions of others (particularly the spouse and the family of the spouse).

The couple are certainly impacted by the unidimensional variables listed

by Lewis and Spanier (see previous discussions), but these variables only
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have meaning as they are assigned it by the constructed ideation of the
persons involved. This understanding is the result of the marital expec-
tations of the two individuals involved in the marriage. It is this ini-
tial construction (set of expectations) that are being investigated in
this paper.

Blumer continues:

I think it will be found that, when converted into the

actual group activity for which it stands, a sociological

variable turns out to be an intricate and inner-moving com-

plex. There are, of course, wide ranges of difference between

sociological variables in terms of the extent of such com-

plexity. Still, I believe one will generally find that the

discrete and unitary character which the Tabeling of the var-

iable suggests vanishes (1956, p. 92).
As he points out above, Blumer has established a basic premise of this
investigation. Variables are seen as "intricate and inner-moving com-
plexes." The understanding of the variable by the actor is the critical
point and to understand the set of expectations that the person brings
into the marriage institution will help to identify and clarify the com-
plexity that is the context within which the variable is considered. The

list of variables that have been described by Lewis and Spanier are actu-

ally an "intricate and inner-moving complex" (according to Blumer).
Summary

To develop an understanding of the subject matter, several different
methodological activities have been utilized. First, the grounded theory
methodology of Glaser and Strauss (1967) was employed extensively to de-
velop a detailed "picture" of marital expectations. Utilizing a small
subsample, a factor analysis was then conducted based on the qualitative

findings to check on the validity of the qualitative findings. Thirdly,
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the research again focused on the qualitative aspects of marital expecta-
tions and has drawn conclusions from the qualitative descriptions of both

male and female marital expectations.



CHAPTER III
THE FEMALE'S MARITAL EXPECTATIONS

Marriage in our society is a DRAMATIC act in which two

strangers come together and redefine themselves. The drama

of the act is internally anticipated and socially legitimated

long before it takes place in the individual's biography, and

amplified by means of a pervasive ideology, the dominant

themes of which (romantic love, sexual fulfillment, self-

discovery and self-realization through love and sexuality,

the nuclear family as the social site for these processes)

can be found distributed through all strata of the society

(Berger and Kellner, 1964, p. 310).

The marital expectations of females are an interesting mix of the
old and the new. On the one hand, females indicate a set of expectations
that are quite traditional, and on the other hand, they see the future as
an opportunity to fulfill the modern role of career woman. These ideas
are specifically described and categorized. In addition, the females in
the study are quite specific in what they expect from their marriages.
They KNOW what they want, and they are explicit about how their marriage
will be. There are a great number of specific expectations that are held
by these women, and they are illustrated graphically in Figure 1. The
chapter focuses on the specific understandings of the females and util-
izes direct quotations to illustrate the conclusions that are drawn.

It is important for the reader to understand that there is no at-
tempt made to evaluate the expectations of either the females or the
males. The evaluation of the reasonableness or correctness of the expec-
tations is NOT THE ISSUE. The ideas of the men and women are theirs

alone, and whether or not they are idealized or pessimistic is not only
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irrelevant to the present purpose but also a violation of ethical re-
search behavior. The expectations of never-married young men and women
are a social creation, and these expectations will have a dramatic impact
on the marital happiness. To understand the nature of these expectations

is to gather a basis for understanding the marital demographics.
The Female's Preconstruction of Marital Reality

The never-married females of this study seem to portray their future
marriages as if the marriages were made in the land of Nirvana. These
ladies view marriage as an idyllic relationship that while infrequently
problematic, for the most part will be social situations that enable them
to seek self-fulfillment and personal rewards. The best characterization
of these expectations would be a reference to Camelot. These young
ladies are looking to the future and believing that the future will offer
them the perfect marital relationship and that, in fact, they will
achieve the ultimate fulfillment in their marital relationship.

The characterization of the marriage as a Camelotian exercise will
be carried out to describe the marital expectations of these young
ladies. The Princesses (the young ladies in the study) foresee their
marital relationships in the following fashion: First, there is the ex-
pectations that relate to the Prince that they propose will become their
spouse. Secondly, these young ladies have an understanding of how they
will behave in their marital relations. Thirdly, the females have a set
of expectations about their future homes (the castle). Fourth, the
ladies propose that there will be certain nogms for their children (the

heirs to the throne).
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The Princess' Expectations of the Prince

The Princess expects that the Prince will have certain specific
characteristics. These characteristics are listed below and are ex-

plained in terms that come directly from the data.l

The Prince Will Care for the Princess Financially. In each case

that was reviewed the females projected that the males that were to be-
come their husbands would have the financial responsibility for the
household and the members of the household. Even in the cases where the
female stated that she expected equality, the male was expected to manage
thg family finances. Females believe that the male spouse should be the
one who manages the household funds. Most frequently the female com-
mented as follows: "My husband will provide for the family financially."
"My husband will support the family." "We will divide the household du-
ties with my husband being successful and working while I take care of
the house and the children."

In those cases where the female planned to pursue a career, for her
own fulfilliment, the comments were still centered on the fact that the
male would take care of the financial issues. "I plan a career as a
pharmacist . . . My husband will be responsible for the family finances."
"My husband will care for me financially but I'11 help by the income from

my career."

1Throughout the descriptive section, the subjects' quotations are
faithfully reproduced. There are misspellings and verb tense mistakes
but these have been included. Great care has been taken to report the
exact responses of the subjects.
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The overriding concern of each féma]e centered on the need for secu-
rity. If the lady planned on a career, she would also state that the
husband's job was to provide for the financial security for the family.
It was clear that the male's economic role was viewed very traditionally
in that he was the provider of financial security, and such financial se-

curity was of primary importance to the female subjects.

The Prince Will Go into the World to Slay the Workworld Dragons and

Will Return to Share in an Equal Proportion of the Child Care. It was

proposed by the female subjects that it was critical for the male to be
actively involved in the care of the children, and the females adamantly
refused to be solely responsible for the child care activities. "My hus-
band will share equally in the care of the children and he will not whine
about the kids being too much trouble." "I expect my husband to share in
the child care duties." "He will do one-half of the 2:00 feedings .
after all these are his children too!" "When my husband comes home from
work he will spend a great deal of quality time with the children." "I
will NOT raise the children by myself!"

It is the opinion of this author that the emphasis placed by these
women on the importance of the male's involvement in the child care pro-
cess indicates that they believe such activities are not often found in
males. The subjects are adamant in stating that the male will provide a
substantial level of child nurturance. Though the literature that is
popular indicates a slight involvement of males in the care of children,
these females strongly state that their marriages will be different.
Their husbands are going to be expected to fully participate in the care

of the children.
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The Prince Will Go into the World to Slay the Workplace Dragons and

Will Return Home to Share in the Household Chores. The female subjects

propose that their future husbands will cook, clean, and vacuum as a part
of their regular duties. This idea is particularly strongly stated by
those ladies who are planning to work outside the home. "My husband will
support me and he will share in the household duties. He will clean the
house, do the dishes, do some of the cooking and will be responsible for
the yardwork."

"There will be set procedures for the household tasks. I will make
my husband's bed but I will NOT pick up his dirty socks and his dirty un-
derwear. We will work out the duties based on whose career pays the best
with the decision based on who makes the most money."

"The household tasks will be shared based on our career demands."

"I'11 be a career woman so he'll have to vacuum and cook."

"Regardless of the situation, I will expect my husband to help with
the cooking and cleaning."

"I'11 do the house work but my husband will help. He will take out
the trash, clear the table, and pick up after himself."

"I'11 probably have to do the housework because he'll (the husband)
just keep getting under foot trying to 'help'."

The females in the study focus on their own personal concerns rela-
tive to the traditional marital roles. They tend to talk about the
household chores, and they seem to have come to an understanding that
they will be primarily responsible for the traditional female role. This
is the case even under the most Tiberated of conditions. The female sub-

ject has been socialized into the traditional wife role. This is evident
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by the fact that the females tended to focus their thoughts on the house-
hold and the traditional duties of the female.

Yet at the same time, the females have added additional demands for
personal fulfillment to the traditional roles. .There is a strong tradi-
tional base for their expectations, but they also expect more from their

spouse.

The Prince Will Hold the Same Values and Beliefs as the Princess.

Females expect their spouses to hold similar values and beliefs concern-
ing religion, child care, and the goals for the family.

"My spouse must be an avid churchgoer . . . preferably Presbyterian."

"Marriage is a very special bond that makes two people one."

"My husband will adore me and will do anything for me."

"My husband must support all of my decisions."

"For my marriage to be successful my husband only has to be Toving
and reasonable, share my interests, and be willing to have open conversa-
tion with me."

"My husband will respect my decisions and support my ideas . . . I
expect to come first in my husband's Tife."

"My husband will respect me for everything I do."

"If I'm going to be stuck with someone for the rest of my life, we
will have to be compatible."

"The key to a successful marriage is getting along with each other.
I will only marry a man with similar values and beliefs. My husband must
be a Christian."

"Not only will we be husband and wife but we will be best friends."

"Both sets of parents must approve of the marriage."
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"There are several people who must approve of him before we get mar-

ried. He must have the same ideas about 1ife as my friends and I do."

The Prince Will Never Lie to the Princess. In everyone of the

subject's responses there is a reference to the necessity of open and
honest communication. The females in the study stated that communication
was the most important factor in a happy and successful marriage. The
importance of communication and the insistence that there would be no se-
crets nor lies, along with the idea that these women felt that they
should know EVERYTHING that their husbands were thinking and that they
plan to share every aspect of their husbands' Tives, combine to provide
an unrealistic expectation dbout the nature of human relationships.

"Our marriage will have extreme trust."

"When I spend the evening out with my gir]friends he won't ask me
where I've been, he'll trust me."

"We will share our feelings and will be able to discuss any subject."

"We will have no secrets from each other."

"When we have arguments and disagreements we will talk them through
with self control and honesty."

"We will each admit when we are wrong."

"We will have complete trust in each other."

"We will share everything together, his job, his hobbies . M

"Since we are sharing our entire lives together we should share all
of our interests."

"I'm easy to get along with so I should have no problems in my mar-
riage. My husband will be happy with me because I will be nice to him."

"We will always be able to solve conflicts by communication and

compromise."
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"When we get married we will stop being self-centered and will think
of ourselves as a team."

"A marriage will work if there is enough talk."

"In my marriage we will be open and honest with each other all the
time."

"We will be able to talk about the good and bad points of our
marriage."

"Complete honesty is the basis for a good marriage."

"A good marriage must be characterized by open and honest
communication."

"There will be straightforward communication in my marriage."

"There will be nd lies or cheating in my marriage."

"Communication about the good and bad parts of sex will lead to a
happy and fulfilling sex 1ife."

"The most important part of a good marriage is communication. We
will talk about everything. We will always tell each other the truth.
We will be mature and will discuss our problems openly and honestly.
There are no problems that can't be talked out."

"My spouse must be honest and trustworthy."

"There will be no secrets in my marriage except for surprise parties
and Hawaiian vacations."

"My spouse must include me in everything."

"We will have daily talks about his job."

"I want to know everything he thinks about. There will be no se-
crets about anything."

From the above comments, it is obvious that the females in the study

believe that the amount and intensity of marital communication is a
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critical aspect of the successful marriage. These women believe that
communication is the "magic pill1" for a successful marital relationship.
It is interesting to note that for the most part marital relationships
are regularly spiced with half-truths in order to protect the spouse from
hurt feelings. An example of this kind of protective lie could be the
following scenario:

As the Prince comes home from his first full day "at the

office" following the honeymoon, he is greeted at the door by

his new bride who is dressed in a clean dress and beautifully

quaffed. She has prepared her first dinner as a housewife and

she is obviously proud of her ability to take care of her hus-

band (just 1ike she had planned to). The dinner however is

not what his mother used to make and is less than perfect.

Towards the end of the dinner comes the fatal question "What

did you think of the dinner Honey?" Does the husband truth-

fully respond (she has told him that she expects complete

honesty in everything) or does he state a protective lie. Any

male will state that the dinner was at the least adequate and

at the best simply terrific.
The statement of Winston Churchill comes to mind here when he said: "The
truth is so important that it must be protected with a rhetoric of Ties"
(Bynum, 1984). To believe that a marital relationship can exist with
complete and total honesty in all of its aspects is naive. People cannot
live together without at least protective lies, or selective conversation
which is designed to avoid certain topics that are viewed as "dangerous."

The above discussion about the communication that is expected by
females in their marriages is also related to another concept that is
popular among the female subjects, THE PRINCE WILL SHARE EVERYTHING WITH
THE PRINCESS. The females are proposing that there are to be no secrets
and no area of their lives that are to be separate. The female subjects
believe that the marital partners are to be one. In order to achieve the

desired state of oneness with their spouse, the female subjects propose

that there will be no secrets and no ljes.
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The Prince Will Adore the Princess and Will Do Anything for Her.

This expectation of the females in the study emphasizes the Camelotian
nature of the expectations of the never-married woman. This particular
expectation of the Prince includes several areas, but each is based on |
the expectation that the husband will remain faithful to the romantic
notion that his wife is the center of his life.

"I must be sure that the man I marry will take care of me forever."

"My husband will be concerned with my needs."

"My husband will always be patient and understanding concerning my
needs and desires."

"My wedding day will be the start of happiness ever after."

“My husband will adore me and will do anything for me."

"My husband will be kind and generous and will not try to change
me."

"My husband will support all of my decisions."

"My husband will respect my decisions and will support my ideas."

"T expect to come first in my husband's life."

"My husband will never stop pampering me."

"My husband will turn me on constantly."

"My husband will support me in my career."

"My husband will never take me for granted."

“My husband and I will be best friends."

The Prince Exists and Awaits Discovery by the Princess. This

expectation about the future husband is couched in the wonder of the story
about Sleeping Beauty. She must simply await the arrival of her own
special Prince Charming. This idea conveys some sense of Fate or Divine

Intervention. There is certainly no rational reason to believe that
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somewhere out there in the big, wide, wonderful world is someone that has
been chosen to be the Mr. Right for each individual female. This partic-
ular expectation is a good example of the idea that women, particularly
young women, are in love with the institution of marriage and therefore
attribute certain spiritual aspects to it that encourage them to await
the chosen one for them.

"T will not marry until I find the perfect mate for me."

"My sisters have found super husbands and I'm sure I will find one

too."
"With a 1ittle Tuck I should find the kind of husband I want."
T will wait for the right husband to come along."
"I won't compromise on my choice of mate so no bad choice is
possible."

"T know that out there somewhere Mr. Right is waiting for me."

"I'11 just wait for the right man to come along."

"At this stage in my life I must prepare myself for that special man
so that I will be worthy of him when I finally meet him."

"T know I will fulfill my dream one day . . . I must be patient."

""Somebody somewhere will be the right man for me. If I keep looking

someday I'11 find him."

The Princess Will Allow the Prince to Be Dominant Under Certain

Conditions. This expectation of the husbands is very interesting. The

females in the study propose that the husband should be dominant but, af-
ter saying that, the females place conditions on his authority. The con-
ditions range from a statement that the male can dominate only when he is
being reasonable to statements that if the male reserves the right to be

dominant then the female's opinion must be considered of equal weight in
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the decisions that are made by the family. The following statements il1-
lustrate the conditions under which the females will allow the male to be
dominant:

"T expect my husband to provide me with lifelong security and we
will provide mutual support to each other."

"I will not be dominated by a husband. I will make decisions for
myself. My husband will not make decisions for me . . . My family will
be traditional and we will regularly attend the Baptist Church." (Note:
Baptist doctrine strongly supports the dominance of the husband in family
matters.)

"We will share equally in the responsibilities of the family. My
husband will provide for the family financially and I will do the cooking
and the cleaning . . . We will jointly share the decisions about the
family."

"My husband will provide the leadership for the family . . . He will
respect my decisions and support my ideas."

"My husband will have the final autho}ity but I expect equal say so
in the family decisions . . . My husband only has to be reasonable and
Toving."

"My husband will be in charge of the family finances and will take
care of me . . . he must support all of my decisions."

My husband will provide financial security for me and I won't work
after we are married . . . My husband will be the highest authority in my
family."

"My husband will be the highest authority in the family as long as

he is being reasonable."
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"My husband is the one who will have the highest authority in the
family because I believe that the wife should go along with her husband's
judgment if it is reasonable."

"I believe in male dominance but I want equal say in family matters."

"I must be sure that the man I marry will take care of me forever

. We will have a give and take, equal relationship. There will be
consensus on all major family decisions."

Females in the study indicate a willingness to submit to the author-

ity of their husbands but they are willing within certain limits. They

do not feel that their husbands should have absolute authority. They are
placing Timits on his authority. The action of placing 1imits on his
authority indicates that the females are placing themselves in the posi-
tion of authority. The females believe that they should have equality
with their husbands but they also are interested in the societal norm of
security derived from the male. The females want the "up side" of both
the traditional and the modern. They want to be taken care of and they
want security. At the same time they are interested in self-development
and their own careers. The development of their individual career leads
them to believe that they should have an equal part in the decisions that
are made in the family. They do not feel that they should be obliged to

accept the authority of the male concerning their personal career.

The Prince Will Be a Former Boy Scout With Certain X-Rated Charac-

teristics. A most interesting thing occurred as this author was looking
over the list of adjectives that were used to describe the future hus-
bands of these females. The 1list of adjectives was a replication of

the qualities that are expected of Boy Scouts! When this author was a

Boy Scout many, many years ago, he memorized the qualities of character
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that were to be the typification of a Boy Scout. These same qualities

were those that were desired by the females in the study:

A Boy Scout is My husband will be
trustworthy trustworthy
loyal - loyal
helpful helpful
friendly friendly
courteous courteous
kind kind
obedient willing to meet my needs
cheerful cheerful
brave brave
clean clean
reverent reverent

Though the above Tists were virtually identical, the women in the
study added three additional characteristics that were not a part of the
Boy Scout credo. In addition to the above they also expected their fu-
ture husbands to be passionate, sexy, and sexually unpredictable. The
point of fact in their expectations was that the ladies desired Boy

Scouts for husbands in everything except the bedroom.

The Prince Will Be Economically Successful. The ladies all desired

a financially successful husband. They expected that their husbands
would be in a position to support them in an upper-middle class 1ife-
style. The model for their lifestyle was derived from their parents'
lifestyle, and since these subjects were drawn from a population of major
university students it would seem logical that they would be expecting an

upper-middle class 1ife for themselves, patterned after the 1ife they
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knew in their families of orientation. The females were usually expect-
ing their husbands to be the ones to provide for the financial security
of the family. The following quotes are illustrative of the expectations
regarding the financial ability of the husband:

"My husband will have a professional position."

"We will 1ive well and will be successful."

"Once we are economically set we will have children."

"We will constantly have new experiences."

"We will go out to eat regularly.”

""We will have enough money so that we can buy everything our chil-
dren might desire."

"We will give our kids everything, nice clothes, nice house, enough
food and a good college education."

"We will have a solid financial base for the family."

"We will be wealthy."

"We will travel around the world after the children are raised.”

"We will have a comfortable home and will not have to do without
things we really want."

"A high class lifestyle is important to me."

"Our marriage will be characterized by Tove, smiles and wealth."

"My husband will provide security and money for the family. I will
not work after we get married . . . We will have a home in the country
with lots of land. It will be custom made. We will always have a new
car. We will have all of the material things we want."

"Security is the most important thing for me. My husband must make
a good living and be able to support us."

"My husband will care for me fipnancially . . . ."
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"Financial success is the most important aspect of a marriage."

"My husband will be a good provider."

"He will be responsible for the money to provide for the family."

"My husband will make enough money so that we can be active in the
community . . . We will throw a lot of parties for our friends."

"Security is very important to me."

"My husband and I must agree on the following things in the follow-
ing priority. First, A Personal commitment to the Lord. Second, A High
standard of living is very important. Third, we must desire to achieve
success. Being idle is sinful. It is important to me to have nice
things."

"The most important factor in a successful marriage is to have

enough money."

The Prince Will Be Regularly/Constantly Sexually Aroused by the

Princess. The females in the study propose that the sex 1ife their mar-
riage will provide will be rather continuous and will be always fulfill-
ing. They propose that there will be adventure and constantly exciting
sexual encounters with their spouse. Though this is often attributed to
the ideation of the males, these women were significantly interested in a
rather constantly exciting sex 1ife. These women are feeling that their
marriages will be filled with romance and will be typified by the idea
that the romance that existed during their dating (or if their dating did
not provide the romance they felt it should have) will be obtained in the
marital relationship. The females that were the least attractive pro-
posed that romance would be more intense and more frequent during their

marriages.
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"Marriage will be filled with a lot of romance."

"If romance slips out of a marriage the marriage will die."

"My husband will turn me on constantly."

"We will groQ more in love every day."

"I will continue to Took and act my best till I die."

"If I do not look my best all the time, then my husband will lose
respect for me and unfaithfulness will be the result."

"My marriage will be always filled with adventure."

"Our re]ationship will be characterized by an active sex life, and
we will never take each other for granted."

"Trust, romance and adventure are the ingredients of a great
marriage."

"I love romance."

"My husband will pamper me."

"Sex and romance will be daily activities."

"We will have complete trust in each other, and our love will never
die."

"We will have a good sexual relationship and will regularly talk
about our problems and difficulties." -

"We will have an active and adventurous sexual relationship, and our
marriage will be fun."

"The second priority for my marriage will be romance. Romance will
never leave our marriage."

"I'11 meet him (husband) daily at the door all fixed up."

"A good sexual relationship may be the most important priority for a
good marriage." |

"Who says sex isn't everything?" -
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"Sex will always be exciting."

"My husband will want me all the time."

"My husband will be fund loving, passionate, sexy, exciting,
unpredictable, and should want me."

"My relationship will pay constant attention to romance."

"In a marriage love is all that really matters."

"There will be no secrets between my husband and myself except for
surprise parties and Hawaiian vacations."

"Boredom will never set in . . . There will be constant new experi-
ences . . . My marriage will be constantly adventurous."

"My husband will be romantic."

"Every week we will go out for dinner and dancing."

"I will always dress well and be fashionable."

"Though I am not an expert on sex, I know how it should be and how I
want it to be."

""Sex should be the best part of the lives two people share."

"Sex should not be play but very serious and special.”

"The male should initiate sexual activities."

"Sex only works with total love."
The Princess

The ladies in the study also discuss the behaviors that they expect
of themselves in their marriages. The women discuss their feelings and
their attitudes in the context of the future marital relationship. They
have obviously thought out the expectations relative to themselves in a
marriage because they are very complete in their beliefs and many of the

ideas expressed are phrased in strong terms. _These women KNOW what their
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marriages are going to be 1ike. The following statements sum up the
feelings of the women in the study relative to their expectations of

themselves in a future marriage.

The Princess' First Priority Will Be Her Career. These women, as

college students, are interested in careers, and they indicate that they
intend to pursue those careers while they are married. This is the most
frequently mentioned first priority, but there were a large number of
women (about 35 percent) who indicated that once they were marr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>