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P R E F A C E

F a ls ta f f  h a s  b een  q u ite  l i t e r a l ly  " th e  c a u se  th a t w it is  in  o th e r  

m en . " T he vo lum inous m a te r ia l s  w r itte n  on S h a k e s p e a re 's  m o s t fam ous 

com ic  c h a r a c te r  eq u a l, in d eed , in  the  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  s u rp a s s ,  th e  

vo lum es w r i tte n  on H a m le t. I t i s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  w ith  a  m a rk e d  d e g re e  of 

te m e r i ty  th a t I  add y e t one m o re  s tu d y  to  th e  o v erw h e lm in g  flood.

To sp e a k  of p ro v e n a n c e  is  s im p le . T h is  s tu d y  h ad  i ts  o r ig in  in  

a  b r ie f  p a p e r  on the  fu n c tio n  o f th e  co m ic  c h a r a c te r s  in  S h a k e s p e a re 's  

H en ry  IV p la y s . T h a t p a p e r  w as n e v e r  s a t i s f a c to r i ly  f in ish e d , fo r  I 

found th a t th e  c h a r a c te r s  w e re  sh ro u d e d  by h i s to r ic a l  q u e s tio n s  w hich  

have re m a in e d  u n an sw ered  in  th r e e  c e n tu r ie s  of s c h o la rs h ip ,  and  I  found 

too  th a t th e  p ro c e s s  o f fu n c tio n  is  u n e a s ily  re so lv e d  w ithou t know ledge of 

c au se  and  m o tiv e . T he n u c leu s  o f  th is  p ro b le m  is  to  be found in  th e  f i r s t  

q u a r to s  of th e  p lay s  w h e re  t r a c e s  of o r ig in a l  c h a r a c te r  n a m e s  r e m a in . 

N ich o las  R ow e, in  th e  R r s t  a n n o ta te d  ed itio n  o f S h a k e s p e a re 's  p la y s , 

p r in te d  th e  s to ry  of th e  noble fa m ily  who o b jec ted  to  S h a k e s p e a re 's  u se  

o f th e i r  a n c e s t r a l  n am e, c o n se q u en tly  b r in g in g  to  p a s s  th e  re n a m in g  of 

F a ls ta f f  and h is  c re w . W r i te r s  o f  th e  e ig h te en th  c e n tu ry  r e je c te d  th is  

s to ry ;  h o w ev er, w ith  th e  in c r e a s e  o f h i s to r ic a l  s c h o la rs h ip  in  th e  n in e te e n th

iv



c e n tu ry , S h a k e sp e a re a n  c r i t i c s  a c c e p te d  th e  s to ry  but "d en ied  th e  m in o r , " 

tu rn in g  c u r t ly  fro m  th e  e m b a r ra s s in g  q u e s tio n  o f w hy S h a k e sp e a re  ch o se  

to  p o r tr a y  a  C h r is t ia n  m a r ty r  a s  a  ro is te r o u s  buffoon. T w en tie th  c e n tu ry  

s c h o la rs  h av e  acknow ledged  the  fa c ts  and  concluded  th a t  S h a k e sp e a re  w as 

s a tir iz in g  th e  B rooke fa m ily , B a ro n s  of C obham , but w h e th e r  th e  in ten d ed  

v ic tim  w as W illiam , L o rd  C obham , o r  h is  son  H en ry , is  d isp u ted ; and 

a s  to  the  q u e s tio n  of why th ey  w e re  s a t i r iz e d ,  th e re  is  l i t t le  in  th e  w ay 

of a n s w e r .

My own r e s e a r c h  co n c e rn in g  th e s e  p ro b le m s  h a s  led m e  th ro u g h  

m an y  v o lu m es of C a le n d a rs  of S ta te  P a p e r s , c h ro n ic le s ,  H is to r ic a l  

M a n u sc r ip ts  C o m m iss io n  R e p o r ts . A c ts  o f th e  P r iv y  C o u n c il. E liz a b e th a n  

g o s s ip  c o lle c tio n s , b io g ra p h ie s , h i s to r i e s ,  and  le t t e r s .  I  h av e  found, 

to  m y  s u r p r i s e ,  an  abundance  o f m a te r ia l  on th e  C obham  fa m ily , m u ch  

of i t  i r r e le v a n t ,  so m e  o f i t  p e r t in e n t,  and  a  b it o f i t  v i ta l .  T h is  m a te r ia l  

d o es , I b e lie v e , p ro v id e  ex p lan a tio n s  fo r  so m e of th e  m o re  e x a s p e ra tin g  

p ro b le m s  and su g g e s ts  r e so lu tio n s  fo r  m an y  a n o th e r . It h a s  c re a te d  fo r  

m e  an  i r r e f r a g a b le  co n v ic tio n  th a t tw o  c e n tu r ie s  o f th e  C obham  fa m ily  

a r e  s a t i r iz e d  in  the  p a n o ra m a  of th e  H en ry  IV and  H en ry  V I p la y s  and  

in  The M e r ry  W ives o f W in d so r -  - a  p a n o ra m a  w hich sw eep s fro m  th e  

outlaw ing of S ir  John  O ld c a s tle , L o rd  C obham , in  1413, th ro u g h  the 

E lin o r  C obham  w itc h c ra f t  t r i a l  o f 1441, th e  C obham s of W y a tt 's  R eb e llio n  

in  1554, to  th e  C obham s o f th e  R id o lfi P lo t  in  1571, and  looks fo rw a rd  to  

th e  C obham  s o f the M ain  and  Bye P lo ts  in  1603 -  - w h e re in  l ie s  enough



se d itio n  to  b re a k  a  dozen  w h ite  s ta f f s .  But th is  is  enough of ad u m b ra tio n ; 

I  w ould like to  sp e a k  b r ie f ly  o f m ethodo logy .

To ap o lo g ize  fo r  h is to r ic a l  s c h o la rs h ip  is  r id ic u lo u s . We have,

I am  conv inced , advan ced  beyond th a t s in g u la r  e r a  o f o u r  re c e n t  p a s t 

w hich  w as m a rk e d  by a  p e c u lia r  s e p a ra t io n  of h is to r ic a l  s c h o la rs h ip  and 

a e s th e t ic  c r i t i c i s m .  M atu re  m in d s  have a lw ay s acknow ledged  th e  i n t e r ­

dependence of th e  tw o, and  th is  s tu d y  m u s t n e c e s s a r i ly  lean  h e a v ily  upon 

bo th  m e th o d s . T he c o lle c tio n  o f m y m a te r ia l  h a s  b ee n  o n ly  h a lf  m y  ta sk ; 

to  re v e a l  how S h a k e sp e a re  u se d  h is  h i s to r ic a l  m a te r ia l  to  m i r r o r  c u r re n t  

s itu a tio n s , h is  u se  of h i s to r ic a l  a l lu s io n s  a s  p ro le p s is ,  h is  m an ag em en t 

of in c id e n ts  a s  sy m b o ls  - - t h e s e  r e q u ire  a  p ace  beyond h is to r ic a l  s c h o la r ­

sh ip . T h is  p a th  is  no t new . I  am  fo llow ing  a  ro u te  w hich  a s  i t  w e re  

cu lm in a te s  in  L ily  B. C a m p b e ll 's  Shake s p e a r  e * s " H is to r ie s "  M ir r o r s  of 

E liz a b e th a n  P o lic y . T h is  w o rk  p re s e n ts  w ith  p e rs p ic u ity  the  co m p lex  

m eth o d s  u sed  by  th e  E liz a b e th a n  d r a m a t is t s  to  p r e s e n t  h is to ry  a s  a  

m ean in g fu l c o m m e n ta ry  upon c o n te m p o ra ry  p o lit ic a l, so c ia l, and  l i t e r a r y  

life . I  b e liev e  th a t  S h a k e sp e a re  w as u s in g  the  C obham  p a s t  to  in d ic a te  

both  p re s e n t  and  fu tu re  a c tio n s , a  p ro c e s s  w hich  W arw ick  so  p a in s ­

tak in g ly  e x p la in s  in  2 H en ry  IV:

T h e re  is  a  h is to r y  in  a l l  m e n 's  l iv e s .
F ig u r in g  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  t im e s  d e c e a se d .
The w h ich  o b se rv e d , a  m a n  m ay  p ro p h esy .
W ith a  n e a r  a im , of th e  m a in  ch an ce  of th in g s  
A s y e t no t com e to  life , w h ich  in  th e i r  s e e d s  
And w eak  beg inn ings lie  in t r e a s u r e d .
Such th in g s  b e c o m e  th e  h a tc h  and b ro o d  o f t im e .  . . .

( in .  i .  80-86)
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" I  m u s t add in  th e se  p r e fa to ry  r e m a rk s  a  c a u tio n a ry  w ord  fo r  th e  

r e a d e r .  T h is  s tu d y  is  f a r  fro m  c o m p le te . One m a jo r  h ia tu s  in  m y  

r e s e a r c h  re m a in s  b e c a u se  of th e  in co m p le te  C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s . 

F o re ig n  S e r ie s  w hich  to  d a te  p r e s e n ts  m a te r ia ls  o f th e  re ig n  of E l i z a ­

b e th  on ly  to  th e  y e a r  1590. M o re  ev id en ce  of th e  f r ic t io n  be tw een  L o rd  

C obham  and the  E a r l  o f E s s e x  undoub ted ly  re m a in s  u n c a le n d a re d . T he 

C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s . S p an ish  S e r ie s , fo r  th e  r e ig n  of E liz a b e th , 

h as  re c e n tly  b een  c a lle d  in to  q u e s tio n  by th e  J e s u it  s c h o la r ,  Leo H ick s , 

who, w o rk in g  w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  m a n u s c r ip ts ,  h a s  found d is c r e p a n c ie s  

and o m iss io n s  in  th e  ed itin g  o f th is  C a le n d a r ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  m a te r ia ls

c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  re la t io n s h ip  o f E l iz a b e th 's  c o u n c illo rs  w ith  S p an ish  

1
o r  J e s u i t  a g e n ts .  L ack in g  too  a r e  d e f in itiv e  b iog raph j.es  o f th e  E a r l  of 

E s s e x  and  S ir  R o b e r t C e c il. T h e se  im p o rta n t f ig u re s  a r e  s t i l l ,  ev e n  in  

m o d e rn  s c h o la rs h ip ,  su b je c t to  so m e  d e g re e  of p a r t ia l  and  e m o tio n a l 

t r e a tm e n t .  T h e se  lim ita tio n s  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  beyond m y  c o n tro l. I  p lan , 

if  p ro v id e n c e  fa v o r  m e , to  do f u r th e r  r e s  a r c h  in  E n g lan d  to  c o r r e c t  and  

co m p le te  th is  s tu d y .

It is  w ith  g ra titu d e  and h u m ility  th a t  I  acknow ledge m y  d e b ts . M y 

in tro d u c tio n  to  S h a k e s p e a re 's  p la y s  o c c u r re d  m an y  y e a r s  ago  u n d e r th e  

kind tu te la g e  of P r o f e s s o r  S andfo rd  M . S a ly e r . L a te r ,  a t  th e  g ra d u a te

*Leo H ick s , " S ir  R o b e r t C e c il , F a th e r  P e r s o n s  and  th e  S u c c e s s io n  
1 6 0 0 -1 6 0 1 ,"  A rch iv u m  H is to r ic u m  S o c ie ta tis  le su . XXIV (1955), 113.
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lev e l, m y in i t ia l  S h a k e sp e a re a n  r e s e a r c h  w as guided by P r o f e s s o r  K e s te r  

S v en d sen  w hose m a s te r fu l  c o n tro l o f R e n a is sa n c e  sym bo l and  m ean in g  is  

co g en tly  p re se n te d  in  h is  r e c e n t  book, M ilton  and  S c ien ce . P r o f e s s o r  

C a lv in  G. T h a y e r, who h a s  d ire c te d  th is  d is s e r ta t io n ,  f i r s t  in tro d u ce d  

m e  to  th e  co m p lex  m eth o d s  of E liz a b e th a n  d ra m a tic  a r t .  H is  p e rc e p tio n  

o f s t r u c tu r e  and  d ra m a tic  m e th o d o lo g y  is ,  1 b e lie v e , u n eq u a lled  in  c o n ­

te m p o ra ry  s c h o la rs h ip .  T h is  is  b r i l l ia n t ly  d o cu m en ted  in  h is  new book,

B en  Jo n so n ; S tud ies  in  th e  P la y s . W ithout th e  c a re fu l  and c o n s id e ra te  

in s tru c t io n  o f su ch  d e d ic a te d  s c h o la r s  I should  n e v e r  have b ro u g h t th is  

s tu d y  to  co m p le tio n .

I hav e  o th e r  o b lig a tio n s  a s  w e ll  fo r  w h ich  m y  g ra titu d e  dem ands 

e x p re s s io n . P r o f e s s o r  Je w e l W u rtzb au g h  and  P r o f e s s o r  Jo h n  M . R a in es  

hav e  g iv en  g ra c io u s ly  o f tim e  and p a tie n c e  in  re a d in g  m y  c o m p le te  m a n u ­

s c r ip t  in  i ts  e a r ly  fo rm . T h e ir  c a r e fu l  c r i t ic i s m  h a s  im p ro v e d  m y te x t 

in  s t r u c tu r e  and  s ty le . T he r e s e a r c h  fo r  th is  d is s e r ta t io n  cou ld  not have 

b e e n  conducted  w ithout th e  a b le  a s s is ta n c e  of M rs .  M au reen  F io r ic a ,  M rs . 

S onja C u tts , M r. T .H . M ilby, and  M r. H a r ry  B row n  of th e  U n iv e rs ity  of 

O k lahom a L ib ra ry  who h av e  h e lp ed  m e  in  th e  la s t  th re e  y e a r s  to  lo ca te  

m a te r ia ls  th ro u g h  th e  s e rv ic e s  of th e  in te r  l ib r a r y  loan  s y s te m . I  am  

in d eb ted  to  th e  H en ry  E . H un ting ton  L ib ra ry  and  H a rv a rd  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  

fo r  m ic ro f ilm  o f r a r e  books and  to  th e  B o d le ian  L ib ra ry  fo r  p h o to s ta tic  

copief^^ of G eo rg e  B ro o k e 's  p o e m s. In  ad d itio n  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f M ich igan  

L ib r a r y  and  th e  L ib r a r ie s  of Y ale and  C o rn e ll  U n iv e rs i t ie s  h av e  w illin g ly

v ii i



sh ip p ed  m e m an y  vo lu m es of the  C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . T he U n iv e rs ity  

L ib r a r ie s  of C a lifo rn ia , I llin o is , P e n n sy lv a n ia , N e b ra sk a , W isco n sin , 

M is s o u r i ,  L o u sian a , and  T e x a s  have se n t m a te r ia ls  f ro m  th e i r  r a r e  book 

c o lle c tio n s  a t  m y  a sk in g . O nly w ith  th e i r  g e n e ro u s  re sp o n s e  h a s  m y 

h i s to r ic a l  r e s e a r c h  b een  p o s s ib le . My ty p is t ,  M rs .  Jan e  A d a ir , h a s  been  

m e tic u lo u s . T o  a ll ,  m y s in c e re  th an k s .

U n iv e rs ity  of O klahom a 

M a rc h , 1963

A lice  L y le  Scoufos

IX



SHAKESPEARE AND THE LORDS O F COBHAM

C H A PT E R  I 

FOUNDATIONS IN  FA C T  AND ALLUSION

W hile S h a k e sp e a re a n  e d i to rs  d eb a ted  th e  p ro b le m  of S ir  John

1
O ld c a s tle  d u rin g  th e  e ig h tee n th  an d  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  a  s m a ll  body 

of p o s itiv e  ev id en ce  g rew  s lo w ly  by  r e s e a r c h  and  sed u lo u s  re a d in g  u n til  

to d ay  we h av e  a n  a c c re t io n  of f a c ts  and a llu s io n s  w hich h a s  t ra n s fo rm e d  

th e o ry  in to  a c c e p ta b le  co n c lu s io n . T h e re  i s  no lo n g er doubt th a t  S h ak e­

s p e a re  u sed  th e  n am e  of S ir  Jo h n  O ld c a s tle  f o r  h is  c h a r a c te r  o f F a ls ta f f  

in  a n  e a r ly  v e r s io n  o f h is  H e n ry  IV p la y s . T h e  ev idence  to  su p p o rt th is  

c o n c lu s io n  is  bo th  in tr in s ic  and  e x tr in s ic  - - e v id e n c e  su rv iv in g  w ith in  the  

q u a r to  te x ts  and  in  v a r io u s  r e f e r e n c e s  by p la y w rig h ts  and se v e n te e n th -  

c e n tu ry  c o m m e n ta to rs . T h is  m a te r ia l  h a s  b e e n  rev iew ed  m an y  t im e s ;  

h o w e v e r, s in c e  it p ro v id e s  th e  foun d atio n  fo r  th is  s tudy , i t  is  p re s e n te d  

a g a in  in  a  su c c in c t and  s u m m a r iz e d  fo rm .

A n e x c e lle n t acco u n t o f th is  d eb a te  i s  to  be found in  R udolph 
F ie h le r ,  "How O ld c a s tle  B ec am e  F a ls ta f f ,  " M LQ, XVI (1955), 
16-28 .



T he p r im a ry  ev id en ce  of n am e  re v is io n  in  the H en ry  IV p lay s  is

th a t o f th e  te x ts .  T h e re  re m a in s  in  th e  q u a r to  ed itio n  (1600) of 2 H e n ry  IV

th e  s p e e c h -p re f ix  O ld , r a th e r  th a n  F a l . ( I .  i i . 37). T h is  i r r e g u la r i ty

h a s  b een  a c c e p ted  tra d it io n a l ly  a s  a n  o v e rs ig h t o f th e  t r a n s c r ib e r  who

p re p a re d  a  copy of th e  m a n u s c r ip t  fo r  th e  p r in te r .  T h is  e r r o r  w as

c o r re c te d  in  the  fo lio  e d itio n  of th e  p la y s . In th e  ep ilogue of th e  sa m e

p lay  th e  a c to r -d a n c e r  is  m ad e  to  p ro m is e .

If  you be not to o  m u ch  c lo y ed  w ith  fa t m e a t,  o u r  hum ble  
a u th o r  w ill co n tin u e  th e  s to ry ,  w ith  S ir  John  in  it , and 
m ak e  you m e r r y  w ith  f a i r  K a th e r in e  o f F ra n c e .  W h ere , 
fo r  any th ing  I  know , F a ls ta f f  s h a ll  d ie o f a  sw ea t, u n le ss  
a l r e a d y  a '  be k ille d  w ith  your h a rd  o p in io n s, fo r  O ld c a s tle  
d ied  a  m a r ty r ,  and  th is  is  no t the  m an .

T he p h ra s e  "and  th is  is  not the  m a n "  c a n  be ta k e n  two w ay s, o f c o u rse ,

a s  a  f la t d e n ia l o r  a s  a  so p  fo r  th e  c e n s o r - - t h e  tongue in  ch eek  po se

p o p u la r  w ith  N ashe and  Jo n so n . T h e re  a r e  p re c e d in g  lin es  in  the  ep ilogue

w hich  in c r e a s e  th is  a i r  o f am b ig u ity : " F o r  w hat I have to  s a y  is  of m in e

own m ak in g , and w hat in d eed  I shou ld  sa y  w ill, I  doubt, p ro v e  m y  own

m a r r in g .  " T h is  w hole ep ilo g u e  is  sp o k en  by w ay  of apology, th e  a c to r

ex p la in s , f o r  " I  w as la te ly  h e re  in  th e  end of a  d isp le a s in g  p lay , to  p ra y

y o u r  p a tie n c e  fo r  i t  an d  to  p ro m is e  you  a  b e t te r .  " T h is  ep ilogue  m a k e s

p la u s ib le  th e  s to ry  p r in te d  by N ich o las  Rowe in  th e  f i r s t  an n o ta ted  ed itio n

of S h a k e s p e a re 's  p lay s  (1709), a  s to r y  in  w hich  h e  r e c a l ls  th a t

F a ls ta f f  is  s a id  to  have b ee n  w r i t te n  o r ig in a lly  u n d e r 
th e  n am e of O ld c a s tle ;  so m e  o f th e  fa m ily  being  th en  
re m a in in g , th e  q u een  w as p le a s e d  to  com m and  h im



to  a l t e r  it; upon w hich  he m ad e  u se  of F a ls ta f f .  ^

T he fam ily  " th e n  re m a in in g "  w as th a t o f W illiam  B rooke , L o rd  Cobham , 

m e m b e r  of th e  P r iv y  C ouncil, L o rd  W ard en  of th e  C inque P o r ts ,  L ord  

C h a m b e rla in  o f the Q u een 's  H ouseho ld , L o rd  L ieu ten an t of K ent, C o n s ta ­

b le  of the  T o w er, and  f a th e r - in - la w  to  S ir  R o b e rt C e c il. S ir  John  O ld ­

c a s t le ,  th e  f if te e n th -c e n tu ry  L o lla rd  m a r ty r ,  had  b o rn e , by r ig h t  of 

m a r r ia g e ,  th e  t i t le .  L o rd  C obham , d u rin g  th e  re ig n s  of H en ry  IV and 

H e n ry  V, and  w as th e r e fo re  a  t i tu la r  a n c e s to r  o f th e  B rooke fam ily .

L o rd s  of C obham . It is  re a so n a b le  to  a s su m e  th a t L o rd  W illiam  C o b h am 's  

p o s itio n  on th e  P r iv y  C ouncil and  h is  o ffice  in  th e  Que en) s H ouseho ld  

gave h im  su ff ic ie n t p o w er to  ap p ly  c o r re c t iv e  m e a s u re s  to  an y  ac tin g  

g ro u p  in  London.

In 1 H e n ry  IV P r in c e  H al c a lls  F a ls ta f f  "m y  old lad o f th e  c a s t le "  

( I .  i i . 41) w h ich , am ong i ts  m u ltip le  m e a n in g s , in c lu d es  a  pun  on O ld ­

c a s t le ;  and in  th e  sa m e  p la y  tw o v a r io u s  lin es  ( I I .  i i . 103; I I .  i v . 521) 

a r e  u n m e tr ic a l  w ith  the n am e  F a ls ta f f  but r e g u la r ly  d e c a sy lla b ic  w ith  

th e  nam e O ld c a s tle .  In  th e  q u a rto  e d itio n  of The M e rry  W ives o f W in d so r

2
N ich o las  Row e, Som e A ccoun t o f the  L ife  o f M r. W illiam  S h ak e- 

s p e a r  (1709) (London; T he A u g u stan  R e p rin t S ocie ty , E x tr a  S e r ie s  
N u m b er I, 1948), p . ix .

3
T he n o te s  to  th ::se  lin e s  in  A  New V a rio ru m  E d itio n  o f S h ak e­

s p e a r e : H e n ry  T he F o u r th  P a r t  I, ed . S. B. H em ingw ay (P h ila d e lp h ia  
and  London: J .  B . L ip p in co tt C om pany, 1936) co n ta in  the h i s to r y  of 
th e s e  a l lu s io n s .



th e  n am e B rooke a p p e a r s  but is  changed to  B ro o m e in  the  fo lio  ed itio n  

of th e  p lay  (H . i i . 159), sp o ilin g  F a ls ta f f 's  joke; and  M a s te r  F o r d 's  

a l ia s ,  B ro o k e , a ls o  s u ffe rs  r e v is io n  to  B ro o m e in  th e  fo lio  v e rs io n .

In th is  sa m e  p lay  th e r e  is  a  p ro b a b ly  pun on th e  n am e  of O ld ca s tle  in  

th e  line spoken  by th e  H ost to  d e s c r ib e  F a ls ta f f ,  " S ir  John, th e r e 's  h is  

C a s tle ,  h is  s tan d in g  bed" (1 . 1305). T h e se  few ta c t i le  c lu es  m ak e  up 

th e  body o f in tr in s ic  ev id en ce  of the  nam e re v is io n  fro m  O ld c a s tle  to  

F a l s ta f f  a t  so m e t im e  p r io r  to  th e  p u b lica tio n  of th e  q u a r to  ed itio n  of 

the  H e n ry  IV p la y s . The e x tr in s ic  ev id en ce  fo r  th is  n am e  change is  m o re  

v a r ie d  and  m o re  s a lie n t.

In the  e a r ly  p lay . T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  o f K ing H en ry  th e  F if th  

(£. 1588), S ir  John  O ld c a s tle  a p p e a rs  a s  a  c h a r a c te r  in  the  e n to u rag e  of 

young P r in c e  H al. O n c o ro n a tio n  day  O ld c a s tle  and  tw o o th e r  k n ig h ts  

a r e  ren o u n ced  by th e  new  king a s  m a le f ic e n t a s s o c ia te s  w hose c h a r a c te r s  

a r e  in c o m m e n su ra te  w ith  the  new  s ta n d a rd  of ro y a lty . T h is  anonym ous 

p lay  h a s  long b een  c o n s id e re d  a  p a r t  o f S h a k e s p e a re 's  so u rc e  m a te r ia l .

I ts  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  H e n ry  IV p lay s  w ill be d is c u s s e d  in  C h a p te r  V 

of th is  s tu d y . It is  m en tio n ed  h e re  only  a s  re y e a lin g  th e  e x is te n c e  o f a  

d ra m a tic  c h a ra c te r iz a t io n  o f S ir  John  O ld c a s tle  a t  a n  e a r ly  d a te .

In 1599 th e  L o rd  A d m ira l 's  M en p ro d u ced  a  p lay , an  h is to r ic  

c o m p ila tio n  by D ray to n , M unday, H athaw ay, and W ilson , e n title d  T he 

F i r s t  P a r t  of th e  T ru e  and  H o n o u rab le  H is to ry  of th e  L ife  o f S ir  Jo h n  

O ld c a s t le , in  w hich  th e y  defended  th e  L o lla rd  m a r ty r  and  in  w hich, by



w ay of prokxgue, they  m ade an  ev iden t th ru s t  a t  th e  by now fam ous 

F a ls ta f f :

It is  no p a m p e r 'd  G lutton  we p re s e n t.
N or aged  C o u n ce llo u r to  youthfu l! s in n e .
B ut one, w hose v e r tu e  shone above th e  r e s t ,
A  v a lia n t M a r ty r , and  a  v e rtu o u s  P e e r e :
In w hose tru e  fa ith  and lo y a lty  e x p re s t  
Unto h is  so v e ra ig n e  and h is  C o u n tr ie s  w eale :
We s tr iv e  to  p ay  th a t t r ib u te  of o u r  love 
Y our fav o u rs  m e r i t .  L e t f a i re  T ru th  be g ra c 'd .
S ince  fo rg 'd  in v en tio n  f o rm e r  t im e s  d e fa c 'd . ^

T h is  fo rg ed  inven tion  id ea  is  re p e a te d  by Jo h n  W eev e r in  a  long poem

p u b lish ed  in  1601 w hich  he c a lled  T he M ir r o r  o f M a r ty rs  w r itte n , a s  he

d e c la re d  in  h is  d ed ica tio n , "so m e  tw o y e a re s  ag o e . " In th is  p o e tic  eu logy

O ld c a s tle , " th a t th r ic e  v a lian t C ap ita in e  and  m o s t godly M a r ty r e ,  " is

m ad e  to  co m p la in  to  the  c la s s ic a l  gods of th e  E ly s ia n  f ie ld s .

W hy am  I thus in  m y  re m e m b ra n c e  ro tte n .
And in  th y  sw eete  s a in t-p le a s in g  songs fo rg o tte n ?

O ld cas tle  su g g e s ts  a  re m e d y  in  h is  ap o s tro p h e  to  the  god M e rc u ry  who

is  b idden  to  d escen d  to  e a r th  a s  a  d ra m a tic  h e r a ld  and

D e liv e r  but in  sw asiv e  e loquence .
B oth  o f m y  life  and  d e a th  th e  v e r i t ie .
S e t up a  ^  q u is , g ive in te llig e n c e .
T h a t su ch  a  day  s h a ll  be m y  T ra g é d ie .

If th o u san d s  flocke to  h e a re  a  P o e t 's  pen , g 
T o  h e a re  a  god, how m an y  m illio n s  th e n ?

4
T h e  F i r s t  P a r t  o f the  T ru e  and  H o n o u rab le  H is to r ié  o f the  L ife 

of S ir  John  O ld c a s tle  (London: T h o m as P a v ie r ,  1600).

^Jo h n  W eev er, T he M ir r o r  o f M a r ty rs  (London: W . W ood, 1601); 
r e p r in te d  in . T he P o e m s  o f John  W e e v e r . ed . H . H. G ibbs (London: The 
R oxburghe C lub, 1873), p . 179.



T h is  r e fe re n c e  to  the th o u san d s  who flo ck  to  h e a r  a  p o e t 's  pen  is  a  

p o s s ib le  a llu s io n  to  th e  p o p u la r ity  o f S h a k e s p e a re 's  H en ry  IV p lay s ; 

h o w ev er, i t  could a s  p o ss ib ly  be a  r e fe re n c e  to  the L o rd  A d m ira l 's  p lay  

w hich  w as p a id  fo r  in  O c to b e r , 1599. If W e e v e r 's  poem  w as w r itte n  

b e fo re  th is  d a te , th e  a llu s io n  is  q u ite  p ro b a b ly  a  S h a k e sp e a re a n  one.

T o w ard  the la s t  o f F e b r u a ry ,  1598, the  E a r l  of E s s e x  w ro te  to  

S ir  R o b e r t C ec il, who w as a t  th a t t im e  tra v e llin g  to  F ra n c e  on a  d ip lo ­

m a tic  m is s io n  fo r  the  Q ueen . E s s e x  included  in  a  p o s ts c r ip t  to  h is  l e t t e r  

w hat h a s  b een  tak en  a s  a  m ock ing  je s t :  " I  p ra y  you  com m end  m e  a l ls o  to  

A lex . R at c liffe  and te l l  h im  fo r  new es h is  s i s t e r  is  m a ry e d  to  S r . Jo . 

F a l s t a f f ."  L e s lie  H ots on, who d is c o v e re d  th is  a llu s io n , h a s  su g g e s te d

co n v in c in g ly  th a t by  " S r . Jo . F a ls ta f f "  E s s e x  m e a n t H en ry  B rooke , the

6
new  L o rd  C obham . We know fro m  th e  d e ta iled  g o s s ip  w hich  Row land

W hite s e n t to  h is  e m p lo y e r . S ir  R o b e r t Sidney, th a t  M a rg a re t  R a tc liff ,

d a u g h te r  o f S ir  A le x a n d e r  R a tc lif f  o f  O rd s a l l  and one of the  Q u een 's  m a id s

7
of h o n o r, w as a  co n te n d e r  fo r  the  t i t l e  o f Lady C obham . W h eth er E s s e x 's  

j e s t  had  p o in t in  fac t o r  fan cy  we do not know. T h e re  is  no ev idence  of 

su c h  a  m a r r ia g e .  We do know of Q ueen  E liz a b e th 's  p e c u l ia r  and  h o s tile

^ L e s lie  H otson , S h a k e s p e a re 's  Sonnets D a ted  and  O th e r  E s s a y s  
(London: R u p e rt H a r t-D a v is , 1949), pp . 147-160. H o tson  s ta te s  th a t 
E s s e x b le t t e r  w as found am ong  th e  u n c a le n d a re d  papejrs  in  th e  P u b lic  
R e c o rd  O ffice .

7
A r th u r  C o llin s , L e t te r s  and  M e m o ria ls  o f S ta te  In  th e  R eigns of 

Q ueen  M a ry . Q ueen E liz a b e th . K ing J a m e s  (2 v o lu m e s; London: T . 
O sb o rn e , 1746), II, 118; c ite d  su b se q u e n tly  a s  C o llin s .



a ttitu d e  to w ard  m any  of th e  m a r r ia g e s  of h e r  c o u r t ie r s  and  m a id s : E s se x ,

Southam pton , and  R a le ig h  had  a l l  s u ffe re d  p e r io d s  o f d is fa v o r  b e c a u se  of

th e i r  m a r r ia g e s .  It is  qu ite  p o s s ib le  th a t  C obham , if  th e r e  w e re  a

m a r r ia g e  o r  a l l ia n c e , su c c e e d e d  in  keep ing  it  a  s e c r e t - - a t  le a s t  fro m

th e  Q ueen. T h e re  w as ad d itio n a l g o s s ip  in  th e  fo llow ing y e a r .  On the

e ig h th  of Ju ly , 1599, the young C o u n tess  o f S outham pton , in  a  le t te r  to

h e r  husband  who w as w ith  th e  E s s e x  fo rc e s  in  I re la n d , p a s se d  on to  h im

a  p iquan t b it of g o s s ip  w hich  had  re a c h e d  h e r  a t C h a r tly .

A ll th e  new s I c an  sen d  you w hich  I th in k  w ill m ake  you 
m e r r y  is  th a t I  re a d  in  a  le t te r  f ro m  London th a t  S ir  
John  F a ls ta f f  is  by h is  M rs . D am e P in tp o t m ad e  fa th e r  
of a  goodly m i l l e r 's  thum b , a  boy th a t 's  a l l  h ead  and
v e ry  l i t t le  body, bu t th is  is  a  s e c r e t .  ®

S c h o la rs  have b een  qu ick  to  d is c o v e r  th a t th e  " s m a ll  f is h  w ith  th e  big

h e ad "  (U ran id ea  gob io ), a ls o  c a lle d  a  " m i l l e r 's  thum b, " had  th e  com m on

nam e of "cob" - - a  d is c o v e ry  w h ich  ex p la in s  the  C o u n te s s ' w o rd  p la y  on

C obham . It w ould seem  th a t  H enry , L o rd  C obham , w as  be ing  c re d ite d

w ith  p a ren th o o d , a t  le a s t by th e  f r ie n d s  o f E s s e x .  W h e th e r th is  w as  t ru e

o r  not we have no w ay of know ing. If th e r e  w e re  a  s e c r e t  m a r r ia g e  o r

m is a l l ia n c e  b e tw een  M a rg a re t  R a tc lif f  and  L o rd  C obham , i t  w as  s h o r tly

te rm in a te d  by  th e  m y s te r io u s  d e a th  o f th a t u n fo rtu n a te  young lady  in

N o v em b er, 1599. D e ta iled  in fo rm a tio n  of h e r  d e a th  is  g iv en  by P h il ip

Gawdy, who w ritin g  fro m  C o u rt to  h is  b r o th e r  on th e  s ix te e n th  of N o v em b er,

^C a le n d a r  of the M a n u sc r ip ts  o f th e  M o st H o n o u rab le  T he M a rq u e s s  
o f S a lisb u ry , ed . M .S . G iu sep p i (London: H is to r ic a l  M a n u sc r ip ts  
C o m m issio n , 1930), p a r t  XV, 175-176.



d e s c r ib e s  th e  London ta lk  ab o u t the  tra g e d y .

T h e r  is  new es b esy d e s  of the  t r a g y c a l l  d ea th  o f M rs .
R a tc liffe  th e  m ayde of h o n o r who e v e r  sy n ce  th e  d ea th e  
of S r . A lex an d e r h e r  b ro th e r  ha the  p in ed  in  su ch e  s tra u n g e  
m a n n e r , a s  v o lu n ta r ily  she  h a th e  gone abou t to  s ta rv e  h e r  
s e lfe  and by  th e  tw o d ay es  to g e th e r  h a th e  re c ey v e d  no 
su s tin a u n c e , w hiche m e e tin g  w ithe  e x tre a m e  g re ife  h a th e  
m ade a n  ende of h e r  m ay d en  m o d e s t dayes_at R ichm onde 
uppon S a te rd a y e  la s t ,  h e r  M a je s tie  being  ^ p r e s e n t ? _ /  
who com m anded  h e r  body to  be opened and  founde it  a l l  
w e ll and  sounde, sav in g  c e r te y n e  s tr in g e s  s tr ip e d  a l l  
o v e r  h e r  h a r te .  A ll th e  m ay d es  e v e r  sy n ce  h av e  gone in  
b la ck e . I saw  it  m y  se lfe  a t c o u r t, w h e r  I saw  th e  q uenes 
m a je s t ie  ta  Ike v e ry  long w ithe m y  L , H en ry  H ow arde and 
y o u r  oncle  F r a :  B acon . ^

Row land W hite had  a lso  b een  sen d in g  new s of M a rg a re t  R a tc lif f  in  h is

s te a d y  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  to  S idney; in  A u g u st, 1599, he  had  in fo rm e d  h is

e m p lo y e r  th a t " M rs .  R a tc liffe  h a th  kep t h e r  c h a m b e r  th e s e  4 D a ie s ,

being  som ew h at tro u b le d  a t  m y  Lady K ild a re s  unkynd u s in g  o f h e r ,  w hich
10

is  though t to  p ro c e e d  fro m  h e r  Love to  m y  L o rd  C obham . " And la te r  

in  N o v em b er W hite se n t h is  own c o n je c tu re  th a t "now  M rs .  R a tc lif fe  is  

dead , th e  Lady K ild a re  ho p es  th a t m y  L o rd  w ill p ro c e e d  on h is  Sute to  

h e r .   ̂ Such g o s s ip  is  w o r th le s s  but fo r  one f a c to r .  I t p ro v id e s  u s  w ith  

the in fo rm a tio n  th a t  though th e  p e llu c id  s a t i r e  of O ld c a s tle  had  b een

g
L e t te r s  o f P h ilip  G aw dy, ed . I. H. J e a y e s  (London: J .  B . N icho ls 

and Sons, 1906), p . 104.

^°C o llin s , U, 118.

^^Ib id . . II, 141. M a rg a re t  R a tlif f  w as b u r ie d  in  S t. M a rg a re ts ,  
W e s tm in s te r ;  B en Jo n so n  w ro te  h e r  ep itap h . A  b r ie f  b io g rap h y  of th is  
young w om an  is  included  in  V. A . W ilson , Q ueen  E l iz a b e th 's  M aids of 
H onour (London: T he B od ley  H ead L im ite d , 1922), pp . 232-248 .



s u p p re s se d , the new n am e  of F a ls ta f f  w as being  g le e fu lly  a p p ro p ria te d , 

a t  le a s t by the E s s e x  fac tion , fo r  a  con tinu ing  a t ta c k  upon L o rd  Cobham .

The p lay w rig h ts  o f the  Jac o b e an  s ta g e  found a llu s io n s  to  O ld ­

c a s tle  o r  F a ls ta f f  a s  h u m o ro u s  a s  th e  g o s s ip s  o f E liz a b e th 's  c o u r t. In 

1604 a n  anonym ous p lay . T he M eeting  o f G a llan ts  a t an  O r d in a r ie , w as 

p ub lished  w hich co n ta in ed  th e se  lin e s :

S h u ttleco ck : Now S ig n io r s  how like  you m in e  H o s t?  d id  I  not 
t e l l  you he  w as a  m adde round  knave, and  a  m e r r i e  one 
too; and  i f  you  chaunce to  ta  Ike o f fa tte  S ir  John  O ld -c a s t le , 
he w il t e l l  you, he w as h is  g r e a t  G ra n d fa th e r , and not 
m uch  un like  h im  in  P au n ch  i f  you m a rk e  h im  w e ll by 
a l l  d e s c r ip t io n s .

E v en  by 1610 L o rd  C o b h am 's  co m p la in t of the p la y e r s ' s a t i r e  s e e m s  to

have b een  re m e m b e re d . L in es fro m  R o g e r S h a rp e 's  M o re  F o o le s  Yet

a llu d e  to  th e  a ffro n t ta k e n  by th a t nob lem an:

How F a ls ta f fe  lik e  doth  sw eld  V iro su s  looke.
A s though h is  paunch  did f o s te r  e v e ry  s in n e .
And sw e a re s  h e  is  in ju re d  by  th is  booke.
H is w o rth  is  ta x t ,  he h a th  ab u sed  byn.

In 1618 N athan  F ie ld  in c lu d ed  a  r e fe re n c e  to  O ld c a s tle  in  h is  

com edy  A m ends fo r  L a d ie s , a  r e fe re n c e  w hich  ev id en tly  a llu d e s  to  

F a ls ta f f 's  c a te c h ism  on h o n o r. T he h u m o r c h a r a c te r ,  S eldom , sp eak s  

the  lin es  to  L o rd  P ro u d ly :

^^S h a k e s p e a re 's  C en tu rie  o f P r a y s e  (Second ed itio n ; London:
N. T ru b n e r  and C om pany, 1879), p . 65.

^^ F re s h  A llu s io n s  to  S h a k s p e re , ed . F .  J .  F u rn iv a l l  (London: 
N. T ru b n e r  and C om pany, 1886), p . 69.
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Good m o rro w  to  y o u r  H onor, I doe h e a re  
Y our L o rd sh ip  th is  f a i r e  m o rn in g  is  to  figh t,
And fo r  y o u r h o n o r: D id you n e v e r  s ee
T he P la y , w h ere  th e  fa t K night h ig h t O ld -C a s t le .
D id te l l  you t ru ly  w hat th is  h o n o r w a s?  ^4

A t som e d a te  b e fo re  1634, th e  y e a r  in  w h ich  he d ied , th e  p la y ­

w rig h t T h o m as R andolph co m p o sed  h is  co m edy . H ey fo r  H o n e s ty , in 

w hich  he in c lu d ed  a so m ew h at con fused  r e fe r e n c e  to  B a rd o lf  and F a ls ta f f -  

O ld ca s tle  in  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f a  ta v e rn :

E v e ry  C upbord  is  fu ll  o f C u s ta rd s ,  th e  H o g sh ead s r e ­
p le n ish e d  w ith  sp a rk lin g  S ac k s . . . . T he Sinke is  paved  
w ith  r ic h  R u b ies , and  in c o m p a ra b le  C a rb u n c le s  o f S ir  
John  O ld castle* s  N ose .

T he anonym ous p lay . The W an d erin g  Jew  (c_. 1628), c o n ta in s  an

a llu s io n  to  O ld c a s tle  w hich  is  r e m in is c e n t  o f F a ls ta f f :

A C h a ire , a  C h a ire , sw e e t M a s te r  Jew , a  C h a ire : A ll 
th a t I  s a y , is  th is ,  I 'm e  a  fa t m an , i t  h a s  b een  a  W e s t-  
Ind ian  voyage fo r  m e  to  com e re e k in g  h i th e r ;  A  
K itc h in -s tu ffe -w e n c h  m ig h t p ick  up a  liv ing , by fo llow ing 
m e, fo r  th e  fa t w h ich  I loose  in  s tra d l in g :  I  doe not liv e  
by the  sw ea t o f  m y  b ro w s , but a m  a lm o s t  d ead  w ith  
sw ea tin g . I  e a t m u ch , b u t c an  ta lk  l i t t le ;  S ir  John  
O ld -c a s t le  w as m y  g re a tg ra n d fa th e r s  f a th e r s  U ncle, I 
com e o f a  huge k in d re d . ^6

W hile th e  n u m ero u s  p ro g e n y  of F a ls ta f f -O ld c a s t le  s t r u t te d  th e  

s ta g e , m en  w e re  s t i l l  to  be found who o b je c ted  to  su c h  u sa g e . T he poet

^^T he P la y s  o f N ath an  F ie ld ,  ed . W illiam  P e e r y  (A ustin : 
U n iv e rs ity  o f T e x a s  P r e s s ,  1950), p . 216.

15 C e n tu r ie  o f P r a y s e . p . 293.

^^F r e s h  A llu s io n s  to  S h a k s p e re , p . 142.
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G eo rg e  D an ie l, o f B esw ick , w ro te  th e s e  lin e s  in  1647:

The w o rth y  S r . w hom  F a ls ta ffe * s  i l l - u s 'd  n am e 
P e r s o n a te s ,  on th e  S tage, le s t  s c a n d a ll  m ig h t 
C re e p  b ack w ard , & b lo tt M a r ty r ,  w e re  a  sh a m e .
Though S h a k e sp e a re , S to ry , & F o x , legend w r ite :

W hile the  p o e ts  and  p lay w rig h ts  o f th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  w e re  

w r itin g  a llu s io n s  and  r e fe r e n c e s  to  the  m a r ty r  o r  th e  co m ic  c h a r a c t e r ­

iz a tio n  of h im , th e  h is to r ia n s  and s c h o la rs  w e re  c o n tr ib u tin g  th e i r  s h a re  

to  th e  c o n tro v e rs y . The J e s u i t  w r i te r ,  R o b e r t P a r s o n s ,  p u b lish ed  a  

leng thy  book in  1603-04  in  w hich  h is  p r im a r y  a im  w as to  a t ta c k  Jo h n  

F o x e 's  e x tre m e ly  P r o te s ta n t  h is to ry  of th e  E n g lish  C h u rc h . F o x e  had , 

in  h is  d ra m a tic  s ty le , c r e a te d  an  ep ic  f ig u re  of S ir  Jo h n  O ld c a s tle  and 

had , by  a p o th e o s is , m ad e  h im  th e  m a jo r  P r o te s ta n t  m a r ty r  of th e  p r e -  

Re fo rm a tio n  e r a .  P a r s o n s ,  w ritin g  u n d e r  the  p seudonym  of N . D o lem an , 

d e s c r ib e s  " th e  h u r te s  an d  d ish o n o r  of naugh ty  a s s o c ia t io n "  w hich  th e  

P r o te s ta n ts  m u s t fa c e  b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  b ro u g h t in to  th e  s o c ie ty  o f

a  m o s t im p io u s  & in fam o u s  co m p an ie  of condem ned  
h e r e t ik s ,  & w icked  m a le fa c to rs ,  so m e cond em n ed  fo r  
leud life , c o n s p ira c ie s ,  r e b e ll io n s , and  m u rd e r ,  so m e 
fo r  a tro c io u s  d e m e an o u r, in  h u r tin g  and  w ounding qu iet 
and in n o cen t m en , so m e  fo r  w itc h c ra f t ,  s o r c e r y ,  & 
co n ju rin g  ev en  to  th e  d e s tro y in g e  o f th e i r  P r in c e s  
p e rs o n . . . . And is  not th is  an  h o n o u ra b le  com m union  
o f P r o te s ta n ts ,  th in k e  y o u ?  Is  not th is  a n  h o ly  a s s o c ia t io n  

-  fo r  th em  to  b ra g g  o f?  . . . H e e re  only  in  th is  p la c e  it  sh a lb e  
su ffic ien t to  re m e m b e r  fo r  ex am p le  sa k e , S y r Jo h n  O ld ­
c a s t le ,  S y r R o g e r A cton , and  above 40 m o re  h anged  in  
S ain t G yles fie ld , fo r  t r e a s o n  and  a c tu a l l  re b e llio n , &

17
C en tu r ie  o f P r a y s e , p . 266.
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fo r  c o n sp e rin g e  th e  d e a th  o f  K. H en ry  th e  fifth  & of 
th is  b r e th re n  who y e t a r e  m ade so llo m n e  m a r ty r s  by 
Jo h n  F o x  in  th is  C a le n d a r , fit d e s tr ib u te d  in to  d iv e r s  
f e s t iv a l  d a ie s  fo r  c e le b ra t in g  th e i r  m e m o ry e s .

F u r th e r  on  in  th is  w o rk  P a r s o n s  h a s  c a u se  to  r e f e r  a g a in  to  O ld c a s tle :

He w as a  m o s t d is o r d e r ly  s e d itio u s  tro u b le s o m e  m a n  
in  h is  m a n n e r  o f l ife , a s  a ls o  in fe c ted  w ith  d iv e rs  
h e r e s ie s  in  d o c tr in e , d if fe re n t bo th  f ro m  th e  p r o t e s ­
ta n ts  and u s , ( fo r  w h ich  h e  w as condem ned  by o r d e r ly  
ju d g m en t of th e  c h u rc h  in  th o se  d a y e s , and  a f te rw a rd s  
of t r e a s o n  and open  reb e llio n , a s  w e ll by  p a r t ic u la r  
a r ra ig n e m e n t ,  a s  a ls o  by A ct o f P a r la m e n t) .

P a r s o n 's  a t ta c k  led  th e  h is to r ia n , Jo h n  Speed, to  m ak e  a

d efen siv e  re p ly  in  T he  H is to ry  of G re a t B r i ta in e  (1611):

N .D . , a u th o r  o f th e  th r e e  c o n v e rs io n s , h a th  m ad e  O ld ­
c a s t le  a  R uffian , a  R o b b e r, and a  R e b e ll, and h is  
a u th o r it ie  ta k e n  f ro m  th e  S ta g e - p la y e r s , is  m o re  
b e fittin g  th e  p en  of h is  s la n d e ro u s  r e p o r t  th e n  th e  
c r e d i t  o f th e  ju d ic io u s , be ing  onely  g ro u n d ed  f ro m  
th is  P a p is t  and  h is  P o e t ,  o f  like c o n sc ie n c e  fo r  l ie s ,  
th e  one e y e r  fa in in g , and th e  o th e r  e v e r  fa ls ify in g  
th e  t ru th .  . . .^ 0

S p e e d 's  d e n ig ra to ry  p h r a s e  co n c e rn in g  P a r s o n s ' " P o e t"  h a s  cau sed

s c h o la rs  to  w in ce . It r e f e r s  in  a l l  p ro b a b ili ty  to  S h a k e sp e a re , a  fac t

^® N .D ., The T h ird  P a r t  o f  a  T r e a t i s e  I n t i t u l e of  T h re e  
C o n v e rs io n s  of E n g lad d  (London: ^ t .  O m e r, F ra n c e  ̂  , 1604), p . 8,

19Ib id . , p . 246. P a r s o n 's  book w as a n sw e re d  by  M atthew  
S u tc liffe , T he  S u b v e rs io n  o f R . P a r s o n s  h is  W orke  E n titu le d  A  T r e a t i s e  
o f 2  C o n v e rs io n s  ( 1606) and  A  T h re e fo ld  A n sw e r  unto  th e  T h ird  P a r t  
o f A  C e r ta in e  T r io b o la r  T r e a t i s e  (1606). I h av e  not found a v a ila b le  
co p ie s  o f th e s e  books.

20Jo h n  Speed, H is to ry  of G re a t  B r i ta in e  (T h ird  e d itio n ; London: 
G. H um ble, 1632), p . 788.
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w hich  I th in k  c an  be a c c e p te d  w ith  m o re  eq u a n im ity  to d ay  th a n  in

e a r l i e r  a g e s . S p e e d 's  r e f e r e n c e  is  s im i la r  in  co n ten t to  th a t  m ad e  by

T h o m as  F u l l e r  in  T h e  C h u rc h  H is to ry  o f B r i ta in ;

S ta g e -p o e ts  h av e  th e m s e lv e s  b e e n  v e ry  bo ld  w ith , and  
o th e rs  v e ry  m e r r y  a t ,  th e  m e m o ry  of S r .  Jo h n  O ld c a s tle , 
whom  th ey  hav e  fan c ie d  a  boon  C om panion , a  jo v ia l 
R o y s te r ,  and  y e t a  C o w ard  to  boo t, c o n t r a ry  to  th e  c r e d i t  
o f a l l  C h ro n ic le s , ow ning h im  a  M a r t ia l  m a n  o f m e r i t .
T he b e s t  is .  S r .  Jo h n  F a ls ta f f e ,  h a th  r e l ie v e d  th e  M em o ry  
of S r . John  O ld c a s tle ,  and  o f la te  is  s u b s ti tu te d  B uffoone 
in  h is  p la c e , bu t i t  m a t t e r s  a s  l i t t le  w hat p e tu la n t P o e ts ,  
a s  w hat m a lic io u s  P a p is t s  h a v e  w r i t te n  a g a in s t  h im .

F u l l e r  had  expended  so m e  t im e  an d  e f fo r t  in  t ry in g  to  re fu te  th e  d e ­

fa m a to ry  a c c u s a tio n s  w h ich  h ad  co n tin u ed  to  c o r ru p t  O ld c a s t le 's  fam e . 

In  T he W o rth ie s  o f E n g lan d  F u l l e r  h ad  w r i t te n  o f th e  m a r ty r :

A s h is  body w as h an g ed  an d  b u rn t  in  a n  u n u su a l p o s tu re  
a t  T y b u rn , so  h is  m e m o ry  h a th  e v e r  s in c e  b een  in  a  
s tr a n g e  s u sp e n se  b e tw ix t m a le f a c to r  and  m a r ty r ;  P a p is ts  
c h a rg in g  h im  w ith  t r e a s o n  a g a in s t  k ing  H e n ry  th e  F if th .  . . . 
But i t  h a th  e v e r  b e e n  th e  p r a c t ic e  of th e  d e v il  and  h is  
in s tru m e n ts ,  a n g ry  w ith  G o d 's  s e rv a n ts  f o r  th e i r  re lig io n , 
to  a c c u s e  th e m  fo r  s e d it io n . . . . B ut I h av e  so  w o rn  ou t 
th e  n ib  o f m y  p e n  in  m y  " C h u rc h  H is to ry "  ab o u t c le a r in g  
th e  in n o cen cy  of th is  w o rth y  k n ig h t, th a t  I  h av e  no th ing  to  
add  new  th e re u n to .

F u l l e r 's  p en  w as not so  w o rn  nor h is  in te g r i ty  so  l im ite d  th a t  he could  

ig n o re  th e  r e s u l t  o f  h is  r e s e a r c h  in  th e  o r ig in a l  p a p e r s  o f th e  g o v e rn ­

m e n t f i le s .  H is  e v e n tu a l c o n c lu s io n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  m a r ty r  w as one of

T h o m as  F u l l e r ,  T h e  C h u rc h  H is to ry  o f B r i ta in  (11 v o lu m es; 
London: Jo h n  W illia m s , 1655), IV, 168,

^ ^T h o m as F u l le r ,  T h e  H is to ry  o f th e  W o rth ie s  of E n g lan d  
(3 v o lu m es; London: T . T eg g , 1840), II, 72.
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doub t. S peak ing  o f the c h a rg e s  of t r e a s o n  b ro u g h t a g a in s t O ld c a s tle , 

he  w ro te .

On th e  o th e r  s id e , I am  m u ch  s ta r t le d  w ith  th e  E v id en ce  
th a t  a p p e a re th  a g a in s t  h im . Indeed , I am  li t t le  m oved  
w ith  w h at T . W als in g h am  w r i te s ,  (whom a l l  l a te r  A u th o rs  
follow , a s  a  flo ck  th e  B e lw e a th e r)  know ing h im  a  B e n e ­
d ic tin e  M onk of S t. A lb an e s , bow ed by in te r e s t  to  
p a r t ia l i ty ;  but th e  R e c o rd s  o f th e  T o w er, and  A c ts  of 
P a r l ia m e n t  th e re in , w h e re in  he  w as so le m n ly  condem ned  
fo r  a  T r a i to r  a s  w e ll a s  H e re tic k , ch a llen g e  b e lie f . F o r  
w ith  w hat co n fid en ce , c an  an y  p r iv a te  p e rso n , p ro m is e  
c r e d i t  f ro m  P o s te r i ty  to  h is  own W ritin g s , i f  su ch  pub lic k  
M o n u m en ts , be no t by  h im  e n te r ta in e d  fo r  a u th e n tic a l:
L e t M r. F o x  th e re fo re ,  be th is  L o rd  C obham s C u m p u rg a to r,
I d a r e  no t; and  i f  m y  hand  w e re  p u t on th e  B ib le , I  shou ld  
ta k e  i t  b a c k  a g a in . Y et so , th a t, a s  I w ill n o t a cq u it, I  
w ill no t co n d em n  h im , bu t leave a l l  to  the  la s t  d ay  o f th e  
R e v e la tio n  of the  r ig h te o u s  ju d g m en t of God.

A n o th e r  s c h o la r  o f th is  p e r io d , R ic h a rd  J a m e s , l ib r a r ia n  fo r  

S ir  R o b e rt C o tton , b ec am e  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  d e fe n se  of S ir  Jo h n  O ld ­

c a s t le  so m e tim e  a f te r  1625 w hen  he  w as p re p a r in g  a  m a n u s c r ip t  copy  of 

H o c c le v e 's  po em  on th e  h e r e t ic a l  kn igh t f o r  p u b lic a tio n . J a m e s  c o n ­

s id e re d  th e  p o em  am p le  p ro o f  o f O ld c a s t le 's  lo y a lty , and  in  h is  d e d ic a to ry  

e p is t le  to  h is  f r ie n d . S ir  H e n ry  B o u rc h ie r ,  J a m e s  d e c la re d  th a t  O ld c a s tle  

" a p e e re s  to  h av e  b inne a  m a n  o f v a lo u r  an d  v e r tu e ” and  th a t h e  b e ca m e  

a  m a r ty r  b e c a u s e  h e  w ould n o t "bow e u n d e r  th e  foule s u p e rs t i t io n  of 

p a p is t r ie .  ” J a m e s  in c lu d es  in  h is  e p is t le  a  r e fe r e n c e  to  S h a k e s p e a re 's  

v e r s io n  of th e  kn igh t:

T h a t in  S h a k e s p e a re s  f i r s t  shew e of H a r r ie  th e  £Lft, ye 
p e r s o n  w ith  w hich  h e  u n d e rto o k  to  p lay e  a  buffone w as

^^T he C h u rc h  H is to ry  o f B r ita in . IV, 168.
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not F a ls ta f f e ,  bu t S r  Jhon  O ld c a s tle ,  and  th a t o ffence 
beinge w o rth ily  ta k e n  by  p e rs o n a g e s  d escen d ed  fro m  h is  
t i t l e ,  a s  pe ra d  v e n tu re  by m a n ie  o th e rs  a l l s o  w hoe ought 
to  have him  in  h o n o u rab le  m e m o r ie ,  th e  poet w as pu tt 
to  m ak e  an  ig n o ra n t sh if te  o f a b u s in g  S r  Jhon  F a ls ta f fe  
o r  F a s to lp h e , a  m an  not in f e r io r  o f v e r tu e  though  not 
so  fam ous in  p ie tie  a s  th e  o th e r , whoe gave w itn e s se  
unto  th e  t ru th  o f o u r  r e fo rm a tio n  w ith  a  co n s ta n t and 
re s o lu te  m a r ty rd o m .

T h e se  p a s s in g  r e m a rk s  and  a llu s io n s  add so m ew h at to  o u r  know ­

ledge of th e  te n s io n s  w hich  e x is te d  in  th e  p e r io d  in  w hich  S h a k e s p e a re 's  

h is to ry  p la y s  w e re  w r i t te n .  T h e se  te n s io n s  w e re  c a u se d  by th e  r e l ig io -  

p o li t ic a l  s t r i f e  o f th a t a g e . T he im ag e  of S ir  John  O ld c a s tle  had  b eco m e 

a  ta n g ib le  fo cu sin g  po in t upon w hich  the  c o n tr o v e r s ia l is ts  could  m a n e u v e r  

th e i r  p a r t ia l  v iew s . R e lig io u s  to le ra n c e  had  no t y e t b eco m e a  v ir tu e ;  

re l ig io n  and  p o lit ic s  h ad  not o s te n s ib ly  s e p a ra te d  and  gone each  i ts  own 

w ay. T h e  ch ro n ic le  s to r ie s  o f O ld c a s t le 's  life  and  d e a th  w e re  s t i l l  in  

a n  e v o lu tio n a ry  s tag e  in  E l iz a b e th 's  re ig n , e ach  e d ito r  ta m p e r in g  w ith  

th e  m a te r ia ls  to  p r e s e n t  a n  im ag e  to  h is  lik in g . T he g ro w th  of th e  O ld ­

c a s t le  legend  is  the  s to r y  o f C h a p te r  11.

24T h e  P o e m s  of R ic h a rd  J a m e s ,  B . D . . ed , A . B . G ro s a r t  
(London: T h e  C h isw ick  P r e s s ,  1880), p . 138.



C H A PT E R  n  

SIR JOHN O LD CA STLE: HISTORY AND LEGEND

The m a te r ia ls  f o r  a  b io g ra p h y  o f S ir  John  O ld c as tle  m u s t be 

hand led  w ith  cau tio n  and o b je c tiv ity  fo r  n e i th e r  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  w r i te r s ,  

who w e re  p r im a r i ly  of th e  o rth o d o x  c le rg y , n o r  th e  T u d o r a p o lo g is ts  w e re  

im p a r t ia l  in  th e i r  v iew s. T h e se  f if te e n th -  and s ix te e n th -c e n tu ry  w r i te r s  

w e re  d e te rm in e d  to  co ndem n  o r  com m end  the L o lla rd  le a d e r  'a cco rd in g  

to  th e i r  own re lig io u s  co n v ic tio n s ; th e r e fo r e  th e  m o s t r e l ia b le  in fo r ­

m a tio n  c o n ce rn in g  the kn igh t is  th a t d raw n  fro m  th e  o ffic ia l g o v ern m en t 

f i le s  o r  fro m  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  w r i te r s  w hen no m o ra l  o r  p ro p a g a n d is tic  

po in t is  being  m a d e . T he g o v e rn m en t r e c o rd s  h av e  b een  c a re fu l ly  s tu d ied  

by tw e n tie th -c e n tu ry  s c h o la r s ;  m y  in fo rm a tio n  c o n ce rn in g  th e s e  d o cu ­

m e n ts  is  n e c e s s a r i ly  d ep en d en t upon the  s c h o la r ly  acco u n ts  o f O ld c a s t le 's  

life  and  d e a th  g iv en  by J a m e s  H . W ylie, W .T . W augh, E . F .  Jaco b ,

J a m e s  G a ird n e r , and th e  a r t i c le  on O ld c a s tle  in  th e  D ic tio n a ry  of N a tio n a l 

B io g ra p h y .  ̂ I  have of c o u r s e  w h ere  p o s s ib le  u sed  the  o r ig in a l  so u rc e

 ̂J a m e s  H. W ylie, T he R eign  o f H en ry  T he F if th  (3 v o lu m es; 
C am b rid g e : T he U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1914-29), c ite d  h e r e a f te r  a s  W ylie;
W . T . W augh, " S ir  John  O ld c a s tle , " E n g lis h  H is to r ic a l  R ev iew . XX (1905), 
43 4 -5 6 , 637-58 , c ited  h e r e a f te r  a s  W augh; E . F . Jaco b , T h e  F if te e n th  
C e n tu ry  1399-1485 (O xford: T he C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  I960), d e s ig n a te d

16
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m a te r ia l .

S ir  John  w as b o rn  in  H e re fo rd s h ire  a t a  d a te  g iven  v a r io u s ly  

b e tw een  1360 and  1378. H is g ra n d fa th e r ,  John, w as p re s tig e o u s  enough 

to  r e p re s e n t  H e re fo rd s h ire  in  P a r l ia m e n t  fo r  the y e a r s  1368 and 1372, 

a s  w as an  un c le , T h o m as O ld c a s tle , in  1390 and 1393'. The la t te r  w as 

a ls o  s h e r i f f  of H e re fo rd s h ire  fo r  1386 and  1391. S ir  R ic h a rd  O ld c a s tle , 

f a th e r  of S ir  John, w as kn igh ted  in  1399; th e  fam ily  s e e m s  a t th is  t im e  

to  h av e  had l i t t le  in  m a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n s  o th e r  th an  th e  m a n o r  of A lm eley  

n e a r  th e  r iv e r  W ye.

We know th a t by 1400 S ir  Jo h n  w as  a lso  a  kn igh t and th a t he  a c ­

co m p an ied  H en ry  IV in  a n  e x p ed itio n  to  S co tland ; h e  s e e m s  fro m  th is  

t im e  fo rw a rd  to  h av e  b een  re ta in e d  in  th e  ro y a l s e rv ic e .  He w as em ployed  

by th e  King in  th e  W elsh  a f f a i r s  of th e  n ex t few  y e a r s ,  and  it w as in  th e se  

W elsh  ex p ed itio n s  th a t O ld c a s tle  c a m e  in to  c lo se  co n ta c t w ith  young P r in c e  

H en ry . A t th e  age of th i r te e n  th e  P r in c e  had  b een  g iv en  p a r t ia l  com m and  

o v e r  W ales , and by 1406 he had  r e c e iv e d  co m p le te  c h a rg e  of n o r th  and 

so u th  W ales and  th e  M a rc h e s  w ith  p o w er to  re c e iv e  and  p a rd o n  a l l  r e b e ls .  

A m ong the re tin u e  a t  h is  co m m an d  w e re  T h o m as and  S ir  R ic h a rd  O ld ­

c a s t le  a s  w ell a s  S ir  John , and  S ir  R o g e r  A cton , S ir  T h o m as C lanvow e,

S ir  Jo h n  G re in d o r, and  o th e rs  who h ad  o r  w e re  l a te r  to  com e u n d e r th e

su b seq u e n tly  by b r ie f  t i t le ;  J a m e s  G a ird n e r ,  L o lla rd y  and  the  R e f o r ­
m a tio n  in  E ng land  (4 v o lu m es; London: M a c m illan  an d  C om pany, 
1908-:13), c ited  h e r e a f te r  a s  G a ird n e r ;  P N B  (New Y ork : M a cm illa n  
and  C om pany, 1895), XLII, 8 6 -9 3 .
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in flu en ce  of H e re fo rd s h ire  L o lla rd y . ^ In 1404 O ld ca s tle  w as re tu rn e d  

to  P a r l ia m e n t  a s  kn igh t o f the s h ir e  fo r  H e re fo rd s h ire ;  in  1406 he 

s e rv e d  a s  ju s tic e  of th e  p e ac e , and  in  1408 h e  becam e s h e r i f f  o f th a t 

coun ty . In th e  sa m e  y e a r  h e  w as in  the a r m y  th a t w as s e n t a g a in s t 

G lendow er a t  A b ery stw y th , and he  w as a  w itn e s s  to  the a g re e m e n t sig n ed  

on the 12th of S e p tem b e r b e tw een  the  tw o fo rc e s .

In  Jun e , 1409, O ld c as tle , now tw ice  a  w idow er, c o n tra c te d  a  

m a r r ia g e  w ith  Jo an  C obham , th e  g ra n d d a u g h te r  and h e i r e s s  of John, 

th ird  B a ro n  C obham . By th is  m a r r ia g e  O ld c a s tle  g a ined  not only  the 

n o tab le  e s ta te s  of th e  C obham  fam ily , w hich  included  m a n o rs  and land 

in  five c o u n tie s , but a ls o  th e  r ig h t to  a tte n d  P a r lia m e n t  a s  one of the 

lo rd s  te m p o ra l .  He w as so  sum m o n ed  la te  in  1409 to  a tte n d  th e  u p p e r 

h o u se , and  he  con tinued  to  r e c e iv e  su ch  a  su m m o n  u n til h is  a c c u sa tio n  

of h e r e s y  in  1413. T h is  f i r s t  P a r l ia m e n t ,  w h ich  O ld ca s tle  a tten d ed  a s  

L o rd  C obham , w as the  tro u b le s o m e  one of J a n u a ry -J u n e , 1410, in  w hich  

th e  C om m ons p ro p o sed  sw eep ing  c o n fisc a tio n  o f c h u rc h  p ro p e r ty  and  a  

m o d ific a tio n  of the S ta tu tum  de h a e re t ic o  co m b u ren d o . T h o m as W a ls in g -  

ham , th e  S t. A lb a n s ' c h ro n ic le r ,  p r in te d  th e  p e titio n  of th e  " m il ite s  

P a r  liam  e n ta  le s ,  (vel, u t d ica m u s  v e r iu s ,  s a te l l i te s  P i la ta le s ) "  who 

w ished  to  s e iz e  p o s s e s s io n  of th e  C h u rch  - -  "u t E c c le s ia m  D e i p e r

2
T he F if te e n th  C e n tu ry , pp . 102-03.
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3A ngliam  s p o l ia r e n t .  " O ld c a s t le  h a s  been  su g g e s te d  as  the  le a d e r  of

4
th is  a n t i - e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  m o v e m e n t  in  th e  low er h o u se .  T he p e t i t io n s  

fa i le d  h o w ev er ,  and d u r in g  the E a s t e r  r e c e s s  Jo h n  Badby, the  t a i l o r  

of E v e sh a m  who denied  t ra n s u b s ta n t ia t io n ,  w as b u rn e d  a t th e  s tak e  fo r  

h e r e s y .

The f i r s t  o f f ic ia l  r e c o rd  we have  of O ld c a s t le 's  su sp e c te d

L o lla rd y  is  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  in  A p r i l ,  1410, by A rc h b ish o p  A ru n d e l  to

th e  dean  of R o c h e s te r  co m p la in in g  th a t  an  u n lic e n se d  chaplain w as p re a c h in g

5
L o l la rd y  in  the  c h u rc h e s  of Cooling, H alstow , and  Hoo. The dean  w as 

in s t ru c te d  to  p lace  th e s e  c h u rc h e s  u n d e r  in te rd ic t  and  to  a r r e s t  the 

c h a p la in  who w as  p r e s u m e d  to be liv ing  w ith  L o rd  C obham . Nothing 

m o r e  is  known of th is  inc iden t ex cep t  th a t  the  in te rd ic t  w as  t e m p o r a r i l y  

l if ted  th a t  s a m e  m onth  to  a llow  the  w edding c e r e m o n y  fo r  Lady C o b h a m 's  

d a u g h te r  to  be p e r fo rm e d .  T h is  m a r r i a g e  b e tw een  Jo a n  B ra y b ro o k  and  

S i r  T h o m as  B roke  (B rooke) of S o m e r s e t  b rough t th e  t i t l e  o f  L o rd  C obham  

in to  the  B ro o k e  fa m ily  w h e re  it  r e m a in e d  fo r  o v e r  two h u n d red  y e a r s .

3
T h o m as  W als ingham , Y podigm a N e u s t r i a e , ed . H. T .  R iley  

(R olls  S e r ie s ;  London: L ongm an  and  Com pany, 1876), p. 429, c i ted  
su b se q u e n t ly  by  b r ie f  t i t l e .  T h is  p e t i t io n  h a s  not b e e n  found in  the  
g o v e rn m e n t  r e c o r d s .

^W augh, p. 440. T h is  a u th o r  q u es tio n s  th e  t r a d i t io n a l ly  a c c e p te d  
view  of th is  P a r l i a m e n t ,  say in g  th a t  i t s  n o to r ie ty  w as  p ro b a b ly  a n  e x -  
a g g e ra t io n  o f  the  c h r o n ic le r s .

5
It h a s  b een  su g g e s te d  th a t  S i r  John w as th e  a u th o r  o f th e  T w elve  

C o n c lu s io n s  of the  L o l la rd s  w h ich  w as  affixed  to  th e  d o o rs  of St. P a u l ' s  
in  1395. See J .  G. W a lle r ,  "T h e  L o rd s  of C obham , T h e i r  M onum en ts ,  
and  th e  C h u rch ,  " A rc h a e o lo g ia  C a n t ia n a , XI (1877), 92.
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In 1411 we have d i r e c t  ev idence  o f O ld c a s t le 's  l e a d e r s h ip  in the  

L o l la rd  m o v em en t.  Two l e t t e r s  a r e  ex tan t  w hich  w e re  w r i t t e n  in  S e p ­

te m b e r  of th is  y e a r ,  l e t t e r s  of c o n g ra tu la t io n  sen t  f ro m  E ng land  to  the  

le a d e r s  of the  r e fo rm  p a r ty  in  B ohem ia . One l e t t e r  w as  w r i t t e n  by 

R ic h a rd  W iche, a  f o r m e r  p r i e s t  o f  H e re fo rd ,  and w as  a d d r e s s e d  to  John  

Hus; the  o th e r  l e t t e r  w as w r i t t e n  by O ld c a s t le  and se n t  to  Wok o f W ald- 

s te in .  Both l e t t e r s  m e n t io n  the  r e c e ip t  of t id in g s  f ro m  the  b r e th e r n  of 

P r a g u e  w hich  con ta in  new s of the  p r o g r e s s  of the  r e fo r m  m o v e m e n t  th e r e .  

O ld c a s t le 's  l e t t e r  is  in  L a tin  and  is  f i l le d  w ith  e x h o r ta t io n s  to  p e r s e v e r a n c e

and en d u ran ce ;  i t  r e v e a ls  a l s o  tha t  O ld c a s t le  a c c e p te d  w ithout r e s e r v a t io n

7
the d o c tr in e s  of L o l la rd y .  S o m etim e  l a t e r  in  th is  y e a r  O ld c a s t le  w ro te  

to  King W en ces lau s  c o n g ra tu la t in g  h im  (p re m a tu re ly )  upon th e  su p p o rt  

g iven  to  the r e fo rm  p a r ty .  It i s  p o s s ib le  too  th a t  O ld c a s t le  c o r re s p o n d e d  

w ith  Hus; T h o m as  N e t te r  o f W alden, in  h is  D o c t r in a le , d e c la r e d  tha t
g

O ld cas tle ,  a t  H u s 's  r e q u e s t ,  s e n t  cop ies  o f  W y c lif 's  w r i t in g s  to  B ohem ia .

In S e p te m b e r  o f th is  y e a r  the  E n g l i s h  C ouncil, u rg ed  by P r in c e  

H enry , a g re e d  to  send an  ex p e d i t io n a ry  fo rc e  to  F r a n c e  to  a s s i s t  the  Duke 

of B urgundy  in  h is  conflic t  w ith  the A rm a g n a c  fac t io n .  T h is  E n g l is h  fo rc e

R eg ina ld  L. P o o le ,  "O n the I n te r c o u r s e  B etw een  E n g l i s h  and 
B ohem ian  W ycliffites  in  the  E a r l y  Y e a rs  o f  the  F i f te e n th  C e n tu ry ,  " 
E n g l is h  H is to r i c a l  R ev iew . VII (1892), 309.

^Waugh, p . 443.
g

Quoted by Waugh, p .  444.
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w as p laced  u n d e r  the  com m and  o f the E a r l  of A ru n d e l ,  S ir  John O ld ­

c a s t le ,  S i r  R o b e r t  and S ir  G i lb e r t  U m p h rav il le ,  and S ir  W illiam  

B ard o lp h ,  the b r o th e r  of the L o rd  B ard o lp h  who had  fa l le n  w ith  the  E a r l

9
o f N o r th u m b e r la n d  a t  B ra m h a m  M o o r.  T h is  E n g l ish  contingen t d i s ­

t in g u ish e d  i t s e l f  in th e  v ic to ry  a t  St. Cloud and r e tu rn e d  h o m e in  D e c e m b e r ,  

g i f t - la d e n .  T h e re  i s  no p a r t i c u la r  m en tio n  in  the  c h ro n ic le s  of m e r i ­

to r io u s  exp lo its  by O ld cas t le ,  but p a r t  o f  h is  r e w a rd  s e e m s  to  have  b een

10
a  jew e lled  buckle w hich  he so ld  to  H e n ry  V in  1413.

We h e a r  nothing m o re  of S i r  John  un ti l  the  convocation , w hich  

H e n ry  IV ca lled  the  w e e k  p re c e d in g  h is  d ea th  (M arch , 1413), m e t  to  

c o n s id e r  the  d a rk en in g  p ro b le m  of h e r e s y .  On th e  f i r s t  day  of c o n v o ­

ca t io n  a  ch ap la in  n am ed  John Lay, "who had c e le b ra te d  m a s s  f o r  L o rd  

C obham , " w as c a l le d  b e fo re  th e  r e g i s t r a r  to  p ro d u c e  h is  o rd in a t io n  

p a p e r s  and  h is  l ic e n se  to  p r e a c h .  He ex c u se d  h im s e l f ,  say ing  h is  p a p e r s  

w e re  in  N ottingham , and the c a s e  w as pos tp o n ed . We h e a r  nothing m o r e  

o f it,  but i t  s e e m s  by now to have  b een  c o m m o n  know ledge th a t  O ld c a s t le  

w as  s h e l te r in g  the u n licen se d  p r e a c h e r s .  Jo h n  C a p g ra v e ,  one o f the  

c o n te m p o ra ry  w r i t e r s  u s ing  the  v e r n a c u la r ,  d e s c r ib e s  th e  h e r e t i c a l

9 Ypodigm a N e u s t r i a e , p. 433; John  C a p g ra v e ,  The C h ro n ic le  
of E n g la n d , ed . F . C .  H inges ton  (R o lls  S e r ie s ;  London: Longm an,
B row n, G reen ,  L ongm ans , and R o b e r t s ,  1858), p. 300; T he  B r u t , ed . 
F .W .D .  B r ie  (E a r ly  E n g lish  T e x t  S ocie ty ; London: K egan  P au l ,  T re n c h ,  
T r u b n e r  and Com pany, 1906-08), p. 371.

10
PN B. XLU, 89.
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p a s to r s :

T h e i t r o s te d  m e c h  on the w itte  and on th e  p o w er  o f a  
c e r t e y n  knyte th e i  c lep ed  S e r  Jo n  O ld c a s te l le .  He w as  
c lep ed  Cobham  fo r  he had weddid a  w om an  ny of the  
lo rd is  kyn. A s tro n g  m a n  in  b a ta i le  h e  w a s ,  bu t a  
g r e te  h e re t ik ,  and a  g r e t  enm ye to  the  C h e rc h .  F o r  
h is  c a u se  the  a r c h b ish o p  g a d e re d  a  C ounce l a t  London; 
fo r  he sen t oute p r e s t i s  fo r  to  p r e c h e ,  w h ich  w e re  not 
a d m it te d  be non O rd in a r ie ;  and he w as p r e s e n t  a t  h e r  
s e rm o n e s ;  and a l le  th e i  th a t  se id e  a g ey n  h is  p r e s t i s  
w as  he red y  to  s m ite  w ith  h is  s w e rd .   ̂^

On the  ten th  of M a rc h  King H enry  IV d ied , and the  b u s in e s s  of 

convoca tion  w as not r e s u m e d  un ti l  Ju n e .  In the  con tinu ing  in v e s t ig a t io n s  

of h e r e s y  L o rd  C o b h a m 's  n am e  w as  b rough t s h a rp ly  to  the  a t te n t io n  of 

the  a s s e m b ly .  Some unbound q u i r e s  of h e r e t i c a l  m a t e r i a l  h ad  b een  

co n f isc a te d  a t  a  l im n e r ' s  shop in  P a t e r n o s t e r  Row. W hen q ues tioned , 

the  l im n e r  d e c la r e d  th e  w o rk  belonged  to  S i r  Jo h n  O ld c a s t le ,  L o rd  C o b ­

ham ; th e re u p o n  the knight w as su m m o n ed  to  a p p e a r  b e fo re  th e  King a t 

12K ennington. When H e n ry  r e a d  a loud  the  m o r e  ap p a ll in g  p a s s a g e s ,  

O ld c a s t le  d e c la r e d  tha t  the  id e a s  w e re  indeed  h e r e t i c a l ,  but th a t  he had  

n e v e r  r e a d  m o re  th an  tw o p ag es  of th e  book. T he m e m b e r s  of the  c o n v o ­

ca tio n  w e re  le s s  th an  s a t i s f ie d  w ith  L o rd  C o b h a m 's  ex p lan a tio n , and 

c h a rg e s  w e re  b rough t a g a in s t  S ir  John  d e c la r in g  "quod id em  Johannes  

fuit, e t e s t ,  p r in c ip a l i s  r e c e p ta to r  e t  fau to r ,  p r o te c to r  et d e fe n s o r

^^C ap g rav e , pp. 303-04.

^^C. L. K ingford h a s  su g g e s te d  th a t  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  a g a in s t  O ld ­
c a s t le  w e re  begun in M a rc h  b e fo re  H e n ry  IV 's  d e a th .  See h i s  rev iew  of 
The H is to r y  o f England  1377-1485 in  E L H , XXH (1907), 577.
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L o l la rd o ru m .  ”  ̂^ A lthough th e se  c h a r g e s  w ere  du ly  r e c o rd e d ,  c a u t io n a ry

m e a s u r e s  w e re  r e c o m m e n d e d  by A ru n d e l ,  fo r  O ld c a s t le ,  a s  W als in g h am

d e s c r ib e s  h im , " e r a t  i s te  Jo h an n is  f o r t i s  v i r ib u s ,  o p e r i  m a r t io  s a t i s

idoneus , sed  h o s t i s  E c c le s i a e  p e r v ic a c i s s im u s ;  R eg i,  p r o p te r  p r o -

14
b i ta te m , c a r u s  e t  a c c e p tu s .  . ^ A rc h b ish o p  A ru n d e l  and o th e r s

of the  c le rg y  r e tu rn e d  to  K ennington  to  consu lt  H e n ry  V about p ro c e e d in g

f u r th e r  a g a in s t  L o rd  C obham . H en ry , o p t im is t ic a l ly  it would s e e m ,

d e te rm in e d  to  ap p ly  p e r s o n a l  p r e s s u r e  to  r e t u r n  th e  s t r a y  lam b  to  the

fold, but du ring  the en su in g  m id s u m m e r  w eeks  th e  a d m o n i to ry  a d v ise

15of th e  King w as  h e e d le s s ly  re fu s e d  by th e  o b d u ra te  kn igh t.  One 

c h r o n ic le r  goes  so f a r  a s  to  d e c la r e  th a t  O ld c a s t le  a t te m p te d  to  c o n v e r t  

th e  King. Such o b s t in a c y  r e s u l te d  a t  leng th  in  a  co m p le te  b r e a c h  of 

f r ie n d s h ip  and du ty  be tw een  king and s u b je c t .  O ld c a s t le ,  p len u s  d iab o lo .

^^Y podigm a N e u s t r i a e , p. 439; T h o m as  N e t t e r  of W alden,
F a s c ic u l i  Z iz a n io ru m , ed . W .W , S h ir le y  (Rolls  S e r i e s ;  London: Longm an, 
B row n, G reen , Longm an, and  R o b e r t s ,  1858), p .  434, c i ted  h e r e a f t e r  
by b r i e f  t i t l e .

14
Y podigm a N e u s t r i a e . p . 439. It is  f a s c in a t in g  to  note  th a t  both  

E l iz a b e th a n  ed it io n s  of th is  w o rk  o m it te d  f ro m  th is  p a s s a g e  th e  w o rd s  of 
co m m en d a tio n .

15 .F a s c ic u l i  Z iz a n io ru m . p . 435; Y podigm a N e u s t r i a e . p . 439;
" E lh a m i  L ib e r  M e tr ic u s  de H e n r ic o  Quinto, " M e m o r ia l s  of H e n ry  T he 
F i f th , ed. C .A .  Cole (R o lls  S e r ie s ;  London: L ongm an , B row n. G reen ,  
L ongm ans , and R o b e r ts ,  1858), p. 97. In th is  l a t t e r  w o rk  O ld c a s t le  is  
d e s c r ib e d  a s  B eh em o th  w hose  h a r d  s c a le s  canno t be  p ie r c e d  by th e  
K in g 's  o il.

^^DNB. XLII, 88.
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left the  C o u rt  a t  W in d so r  w ithout p e r m is s io n  and shut h im s e l f  up in 

Cooling C a s t le .  A ru n d e l 's  s u m m o n e r  w as  d isp a tc h e d  to  c i te  S i r  John 

to  a p p e a r  and a n s w e r  to  the  c h a rg e  of h e te ro d o x y .  T he  s u m m o n e r ,  

a cco m p an ied  by the  k in g 's  u s h e r ,  w as r e fu s e d  a d m it ta n c e  to  the  c a s t le ,  

and S ir  John d e c la r e d  he  would a llow  no m a n  to  su m m o n  h im . On the 

11th of S e p te m b e r  the  A rc h b is h o p 's  c o u r t  m e t  in  L e ed s  C a s t le .  When 

O ld cas t le  fa iled  to  a p p e a r ,  he w as  d e c la r e d  c o n tu m a c io u s  and a  w arn in g  

was s e n t  h im  to  show c a u s e  im m e d ia te ly  why he should  not be d e c la r e d  

a  h e r e t i c .  W hen th e  A rc h b ish o p  re c e iv e d  only  s i le n c e  fo r  a n s w e r ,  the 

King sen t  o f f ic e r s  to  K ent, and  O ld c a s t le  w as  a r r e s t e d  and im p r is o n e d  

in the T o w er  of London.

On the 23rd  of S e p te m b e r  the  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t ,  w ith  A r c h ­

b ishop  A ru n d e l  p re s id in g ,  m e t  in  th e  c h a p te r  h o u se  a t  S t. P a u l ' s ,  and 

O ld c a s t le  w as  b rough t b e fo re  h is  ju d g e s .  He had  p r e p a r e d  a  w r i t t e n  

s ta te m e n t  of h is  b e l ie f  w h ich  he w as a llow ed  to  re a d :

I Johan  O ld c a s te l l  knyght. L o rd  of C obham , wo le 
th a t  a l le  c r y s te n  m e n  w yte  and u n d e rs to n d e ,  th a t  y  c lep e  
A lm ygh ty  God in  to  w y tn e s se  th a t  i t  h a th  be, now i s ,  and 
e v e r ,  w ith  the  h e lp  o f God, s c h a l  be m y n  en te n t  and  m y  
w ylle , to  bylève, fey th fu lly  and fu lly , a l l e  the  s a c r a m e n ty s  
th a t  e v e r  God o rd ey n ed  to  be do in  h o ly  c h i r c h e .

O ld cas t le  continued in  vague and  am b ig u o u s  language to  s ta te  h is  v iew s

co n ce rn in g  the  s a c r a m e n t ,  p en an ce , im a g e s ,  and  p i lg r im a g e s .  A ru n d e l

17
■F a s c ic u l i  Z iz a n io ru m , p. 438.
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in s is te d  upon a  c l e a r e r  s ta te m e n t  co n ce rn in g  th e  s a c r a m e n t  of the  a l t a r

and on p en an ce .  O ld c a s t le  r e fu s e d  to  e la b o ra te  on h is  w r i t te n  c o n fe s s io n

of faith; h o w ev er ,  to  A ru n d e l 's  ex p lan a t io n  of th e  o r thodox  pos it ion

acc o rd in g  to  the C h u rc h  F a th e r s ,  O ld c a s t le  did re p ly  th a t  he thought

the popes , c a rd in a ls ,  and b ish o p s  w e re  p o w e r le s s  to  d e te rm in e  such

th ings .  The c o u r t  w as  r e c e s s e d  fo r  two days  to  a llow  a t r a n s la t io n  of

the  C h u rc h 's  d o c tr in e  on th e se  p o in ts  to  be m a d e  fo r  S i r  John  so  th a t  he

m igh t b e t t e r  h is  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e m .

On Monday, the  25th, the  c o u r t  r e c o n v e n e d  a t  B la c k f r i a r s ,  and

O ld cas t le  w as  a sk e d  " the  m u rd e ro u s  ques tion , " did th e  m a te r i a l  b r e a d

r e m a in  a f t e r  c o n s e c ra t io n .  His a n s w e r  w as th a t  "ev en e  a s  C. is t  w hil

He went h e r e  w as God and m an; th e  Manhod m i te  m e n  se ,  the  b re d  m a y

18
m e n  se ,  but not C r i s t i s  bodi. " A nd if  the  C h u rc h  taugh t o th e rw ise ,

he continued, i t  w as no t f ro m  s c r i p t u r e  but f ro m  "venenum  infusum  in  

19E c c le s i a .  " H is  a n s w e r  c o n c e rn in g  th e  a d o ra t io n  of the holy  c r o s s  w as  

th a t  C h r i s t  not the c r o s s  should be w o rsh ip p e d .  He s ta te d  th a t  c o n tr i t io n  

r a th e r  th an  c o n fe ss io n  w as  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  s a lv a tio n ,  and th a t  fo r  the  p o w er  

of the keys none p o s s e s s e d  it u n le s s  he follow ed C h r i s t  in  p u r i ty  of life 

and living, and the P o p e  h im s e l f  w as  a  v e ry  A n t ic h r i s t ,  e tc .  T h en  in 

co m p le te  abandonm en t O ld c a s t le  c r i e d  out to  th e  s p e c ta to r s  w ith  " a l ta

18C ap g rav e ,  p. 305.

19 Ypodigm a N e u s t r i a e , p . 443.
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voce, m an ib u s  e x p an s is ,  " th a t  the  ju d g es  " se d u c e n t  vos om n es  . . .  e t

vos ducen t ad  in fe rn u m . He w as th e re u p o n  d e c la r e d  a  h e r e t i c  and

handed o v e r  to  the s e c u l a r  a r m .

T h ro u g h  an  un ex p ec ted  len iency  O ld c a s t le  w as  g iven  fo r ty  days

in w hich  to  r e c a n t  h is  h e r e s y .  T h is  t im e  he spen t in  the  T o w e r  w h ere

it  s e e m s  both A ru n d e l  and th e  King hoped he could be b rough t to  a  m o re

t r a c ta b le  s ta te .  T h o m as  N e t te r  of W alden  p r in te d  the  fo rm a l  r e t r a c t i o n

of L o l la rd  b e l ie fs  w hich w as  p r e p a re d  f o r  the  a p o s ta te ,  an  a b ju ra t io n

w hich  s ta te s  th a t  he had now co m e  to  h is  r ig h t  m ind  and  w as w illing  to

acknow ledge the  a u th o r i ty  o f the  papa l s e e ;  th is  s e e m s  n e v e r  to  have

b een  s igned  by O ld c a s t le .  T he knight ev id en tly  sp en t  h is  b r i e f  r e p r ie v e

evolv ing  a  p la n  of e sc a p e ,  fo r  on the  night of the 19th of O c to b e r ,  1413,

he s lip p ed  f ro m  the T o w e r  w ith  the a id  o f R ic h a rd  W ro the  and  W ill iam

F i s h e r ,  the  l a t t e r  a  p a r c h m e n t  m a k e r  in  w hose  h o u se  in  T u r n m i l l  S t re e t

O ld c a s t le  h id  fo r  som e w e e k s .

W ith th e i r  le a d e r  sn a tc h e d  f ro m  d e a th 's  d o o r ,  the  L o l la rd s  began

an  a g g r e s s iv e  c o u n te rm o v e m e n t  w hich  w as  d i r e c te d  to w ard  the  co m p le te

22o v e r th ro w  of c h u rc h  and s ta t e .  F i r s t ,  b i l ls  w e r e  p o s ted  upon the  c h u rc h

^^ F a s c ic u l i  Z iz a n io ru m , p. 445. 

p. 414-416 .

^^W ylie a s s e r t s  th a t  th e  L o l la rd  s t r e n g th  h a s  b een  u n d e re s t im a te d ,  
th a t  o f  th e  la i ty  " a lm o s t  a l l  E ng land  w as  now on t h e i r  s id e .  " I, 261.
W augh h o w ev er  d e c la r e s  th a t  the  s e c t  w a s  by no m e a n s  p o p u la r  and w as 
beco m in g  le s s  so  e v e ry  day , p. 646.
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d o o rs  o f  London w hich  w a rn e d  th a t  100, 000 m e n  w e re  re a d y  to  r i s e .  

L e t t e r s  and m oney w e r e  th en  s e n t  th roughou t E ng land  to  a r o u s e  the  

fo llo w e rs  and to  g ive  th e  da te  o f the  p lanned  in s u r r e c t io n .  E . F .  Jaco b ,  

who h a s  exam ined  th e  n u m e ro u s  r e p o r t s  of the  c o m m iss io n s  of in q u iry  

w hich  w e re  appo in ted  to  in v e s t ig a te  the re v o l t  a f t e r  it had  fa iled , r e m a r k s  

th a t  though the p lan  f o r  the re b e l l io n  w as in  i t s e l f  d e fec t iv e ,  the  p r e p a ­

r a t i o n  fo r  a s s e m b l in g  fo rc e s  in  e a c h  county w e re  m ad e  w ith  th o ro u g h n e ss

2 ̂and w e re  p a t te rn e d  upon the  re v o l t  o f  1381. The in su rg e n ts  in  the

d is ta n t  co u n tie s  b eg an  m oving on the  th i rd  and fo u r th  of J a n u a ry .  T h e y

w e re  p r im a r i l y  a r t i s a n s ,  c r a f t s m e n ,  and h u sb an d m e n  led  by lo ca l

ch a p la in s ;  h o w ev er ,  g e n t ry  n a m e s  a r e  not m is s in g  f ro m  the  l i s t s :  th e

C heynes  of D ray to n  B eau ch am p , Jo h n  and T h o m as  Cook of E s s e x ,  S i r

R o g e r  A cton  of Sutton in  W o r c e s t e r s h i r e ,  S ir  T h o m as  T a lb o t  of D av ing ton

in K ent, T h o m as  M a u re w a rd ,  e x - s h e r i f f  o f  W a rw ic k sh ire ,  and o th e r s

w e re  involved  in  the m o v e m e n t .  T h e  c h r o n ic le r  of St. A lbans  w a tch ed

the  in s u rg e n ts  p a s s in g  by the  ab b ey  on t h e i r  w ay  to  London and d e s c r ib e s

th e m  a s  c row ds  d ra w n  by g r e a t  p r o m is e  f ro m  a lm o s t  e v e r y  county  of the

kingdom , and w hen  a s k e d  why th e y  h u r r i e d  so, th e y  a n s w e re d  th e y  w e re

h a s te n in g  to  London to  jo in  L o rd  C obham  who had  s e n t  fo r  th em  and r e -

24ta in e d  th e m  w ith  w a g e s .  The d es ig n a te d  d a te  fo r  the  u p r is in g  w as  

^^T he F i f te e n th  C e n tu ry , p . I 3 l .

^ ^T h o m as  W als in g h a m , H is to r i a  A n g l ic a n a , ed . H. T . R iley  
(R o lls  S e r ie s ;  London: L ongm an  an d  C om pany, 1863-4), II, 298.
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Tw elfth  Night; the L o l la rd s  f ro m  the  ou tly ing  d i s t r i c t s  w e re  to ld  to

g a th e r  in St. G iles  F ie ld  and t h e r e  to  m e e t  the  "50, 000 s y m p a th iz e r s "

fro m  London p r o p e r .  The sc h e m e  o f  a  m u m m in g  w as to be u se d  to

c o v e r  the a p p ro a c h  of the  l e a d e r s  to  E l th a m  w h e re  the  King and  h is

b r o th e r s  w e re  c e le b ra t in g  th e  h o l id a y s .  T he  p lo t m ay  have  b e e n  only

to  se iz e  the  King, " the  p r ie s ts*  p r in c e ,  " and  ho ld  h im  w hile  O ld c a s t le

ac te d  a s  reg en t;  h o w e v e r ,  th e  o f f ic ia l  in d ic tm e n t ,  f iled  on th e  11th of

J a n u a ry  a g a in s t  O ld c a s t le ,  s ta te d  th a t  the  L o l la rd  le a d e r  w as  gu il ty  of

t r e a s o n  fo r  co n sp ir in g  to  k i l l  th e  King, h is  b r o th e r s ,  the p r e l a t e s ,  and

o th e r  lo rds  of the  r e a lm ,  both  t e m p o r a l  and  e c c le s i a s t i c a l ,  and  to  m ake

h im s e l f  re g e n t ,  a b o l ish  re l ig io u s  o r d e r s ,  fo rc e  m onks  to  ap p ly  th e m s e lv e s

to  s e c u la r  o ccu p a tio n s ,  and p lu n d e r  and  le v e l  to  th e  ground  th e  c a th e d ra ls

25and  o th e r  c h u rc h e s .

H e n ry  w as n e i th e r  Unaware o f the  p lo tt in g  a g a in s t  h i s  p e r s o n  and 

h is  re g im e  n o r  im po ten t in  p o w er  to  a c t .  He m oved  h is  r e t in u e  to  W e s t ­

m in s te r ,  s e n t  w ord  to  the  m a y o r  of London th a t  any  c o n g re g a t io n  of 

c i t iz e n s  w as to  be p ro h ib i te d ,  s u sp ic io u s  p e r s o n s  w e re  to  be  a r r e s t e d ,  

and  the c ity  g a te s  b a r r e d .  E a r l y  in  the  even ing  o f  Tw elfth  N igh t the  m a y o r  

a r r e s t e d  s e v e r a l  su sp e c te d  L o l la rd s  a t  th e  s ig n  o f the  Axe n e a r  B is h o p s - 

g a te ,  and f ro m  th e se  p r i s o n e r s  e x a c t  d e ta i l s  of th e  u p r is in g  w e r e  le a rn e d .  

T he King took  h is  f o rc e s  to  St. G iles  F ie ld ;  the in su rg e n ts  w e r e  s c a t te r e d .

25
W ylie, I, 26 3 -4 .
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a r r e s t e d  o r  s la in ,  but O ld c a s t le  m an ag ed  to  e s c a p e .  W ithin the  next 

fo rtn ig h t  s ix ty -n in e  re b e ls  w e re  ex ecu ted  in London fo r  th is  in s u r r e c t io n ;  

h o w ev e r ,  p a rd o n s  w e re  s t i l l  being i s s u e d  e ig h te e n  m onths  l a t e r .  O ld ­

c a s t l e  s e e m s  to  have r e m a in e d  in and  a b o u t  L o n d o n  fo r  five w eek s  a f t e r  

the  f a i lu re  of the  u p r is in g ;  he w as  h id ing  in  W e s tm in s te r  w hen  the  Duke 

of C la re n c e  c a m e  s e a rc h in g  fo r  h im . E v id en ce  h a s  been  fo u n d  th a t  the 

A rc h d e a c o n  of W e s tm in s te r ,  the  Abbot of S h rew sb u ry ,  and the  C lun iac

p r i o r  of W enlock  w e re  a l l  involved  in  p ro te c t in g  O ld c a s t le  and  aid ing  

26
h is  e sc a p e .  B efo re  the f i r s t  of M a rc h  S ir  John  s e e m s  to  h av e  fled  to

th e  h i l l s  of W ales  w h e re  he se t  up a  h e a d q u a r te r s  fo r  d i re c t in g  h is

co n t in u in g  r e s i s ta n c e  to c h u rc h  and s ta te .

We do not know how m uch  p o p u la r  s e n t im e n t  w as a l ig n ed  in  favo r

o f the  L o l la rd  le a d e r  o r  h o w  m u ch  o f  i t  p r e d i c a t e d  h is  gu il t .  We do know

f ro m  two ex tan t po em s th a t  the  r e b e l  k n ig h t 's  a c t io n s  w e re  condem ned  by

s o m e  a s  a  b r e a c h  of the  c o d e  of c h iv a l ry .  In the  an o n y m o u s  co m p la in t

" A g a in s t  the L o l la rd s "  poe tic  u se  i s  m ad e  of O ld c a s t le 's  n am e  to  c r e a te

a n  im ag e  of d esu e tu d e  and d ecay .

H it is  unkyndly fo r  a  knight
T h a t shuld a  kynges c a s t e l  kepe 

To bab le  the  B ibe l day  and night
In r e s ty n g  tym e w hen he  shou ld  s le p e .

26
The F if te e n th  C en tu ry , p. 133.
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An old c a s te l ,  and not r e p a i r e d ,
W ith w as t  w a l le s  and w ow es w id es .

The w ages  ben  ful yve l w a re d
W ith su ich e  a  c a p itay n  to  ab ide ;
T ha t r e r e th e  r io t  fo r  to  r id e  

A gayns the  kynge and h is  c le rg ie  
W ith p r iv e  peyne and  p o re  p r id e ;

T h e r  is  a  poynt of lo l la rd ie .  . . .  27

In H o c c le v e 's  poem , w r i t t e n  to  censure the  de fec ted  k n ig h t ,  we find a

m e lan g e  of d is p a ra g e m e n t  and pity .

A lla s  th a t  th o w  th a t  w e re  a  m a n ly  knyght 
And shoon ful d e e r  in  fam ous  w o r th y n e s s e  
Standing in  the  fa v o u r  o f eve ry e  w ight 
H a a s t  lo s t  the  s ty le  of C h r is te n ly  p ro  w n e sse  
A m o n g  a l le  h em  th a t  s tan d  in  th e  c l e e r e n e s s e  
Of good by leeve , and no m a n  w ith  the  ho ld ith  
Saif  c u r s id  c a i t i f s  h e i r e s  of d i rk n e s s e .
F o r  v e r r a y  r o u th e  o f thee  m yn  h e r e te  co ld ith .

O O ld c a s te l  how h a th  the  feend th e e  b e en t?
W here  is  thy knyghtly  h e r t e ?  a r t  thow h is  t h r a l l ?

If yee so  ho ly  b een  a s  ye w i tn e s s e
Of y o u r  se lf ,  thanne  in  C r y s te s  fe i th  abyde.
The d is c ip le s  of C h ry s t  had h a rd y n e s s e  
F o r  to  a p p e re ,  th e y  na t wolde h e m  hyde 
F o r - f e r e  of d ee th  but in  h is  c a u s e  dyde.
T hey  f ledden  nat to  h a  Ikes ne to  h e r n e s  
A s yee doon th a t  h o ld en  the  feen d es  syde  
W hich  a r n  of d i rk n e s s  the  l a n te r n e s .

T h is  poem  in c lu d es  a  p a s s a g e  w hich in d ic a te s  H o c c le v e 's  b e l ie f  th a t

O ld c a s t le  w as  the  in s t ig a to r  of the r e c e n t  in s u r r e c t io n :

27
P o l i t i c a l  P o e m s  and  Songs R e la t in g  ^  E n g l i s h  H is to r y , ed. 

T h o m a s  W righ t (Rolls  S e r ie s ;  London: Longm an, G reen ,  Longm an, 
and  R o b e r t s ,  1861), II, 243-244 .
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Ne n e v e re  th e y  in  fo rc ib le  m a n e e re  
W ith w epnes  ro o s  to  s le e  fo lk  and a s s a i l l  
As ye d iden  la te  in  th is  c o n tre e  h e e r e  
A geyn the  king s t r y f  to  r e r e  and b a t ta i l l .

Look how o u r  C r i s t e n  P r in c e  o u r  L ige Lord  
W ith m any  a  L o rd  and knyght beyond the  see  
L a b o u re  in a r m e s  and  thow  h y d es t  th ee  
And d a r s t  nat com e and  shew e thy  v isag e  
O fy fo r  sh a m e ,  how c a n  a  knyzt be 
Out of th o n u r  of th is  r i a l  v iag e . 28

P r o c la m a t io n s  w e re  s e n t  out to  the m id lan d s  and the  w e s te rn  

coun ties  fo r  O ld c a s t le 's  a p p re h e n s io n  a f t e r  h is  f ligh t f ro m  London. The 

King o ffe red  a  r e w a rd  of one th o u san d  m a r k s ,  a  t re m e n d o u s  sum  in th o se  

days ,  o r  land w o r th  tw en ty  pounds a  y e a r  fo r  life to  anyone who would 

c a p tu re  the  L o l la rd  l e a d e r ;  an y  town, borough , o r  c i ty  w as o ffe red  

ex em p tio n  f ro m  ta x  d u r in g  the  K in g 's  life i f  th e y  could  p ro d u ce  the  r e b e l  

kn ig h t. It av a i led  no t.  On the  14th of June  O ld c a s t le  w as fo rm a l ly  o u t ­

lawed fo r  t r e a s o n  a t  B re n tfo rd  coun ty  co u r t ,  and  the  r e m a in d e r  of h is  

lands w as  s e iz e d  by th e  King. H ow ever ,  to w a rd  the  end of the y e a r  

H enry , in  an  e f fo r t  to  h a rm o n iz e  the  d is c o rd a n t  e le m e n ts  a t  hom e in 

p r e p a ra t io n  fo r  h is  F r e n c h  c am p a ig n ,  o ffe red  a  p a rd o n  to  the  r e b e l  i f  

he would su b m it  to h is  s o v e re ig n .  A s la te  a s  A p r i l ,  1415, the  p r o c l a ­

m a tio n  of g r a c e  w as r e i s s u e d ,  but O ld c a s t le ,  p o s s ib ly  f e a r in g  a t r a p  o r  

hoping fo r  s u c c e s s  in  a  new ly p lo t te d  c o n s p ira c y ,  r e fu s e d  to  a n s w e r .

28
T he P o e m s  of R ic h a rd  J a m e s , pp . 139, 151.
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By m id s u m m e r  of 1415, a s  p r e m a tu r e  r u m o r s  s p re a d  of the 

K in g 's  d e p a r tu r e ,  O ld c a s t le  sen t  a  h o s t i le  note to  R ic h a rd  B eaucham p, 

L o rd  A bergavenny , th re a te n in g  an  a t t a c k  upon h im ; t h e r e  s e e m s  to  have  

b een  a n  a n c ie n t  g rudge  be tw een  the  two m en . Im m e d ia te ly  A b erg av en n y  

g a th e re d  a  s t ro n g  fo rc e  f ro m  h is  W o r c e s t e r s h i r e  e s ta te s ,  led  them  

a g a in s t  the  L o l la rd ,  and , though fa iling  to  tak e  the  le a d e r ,  d is c o v e re d  

h is  cach e  of w eapons, m oney, and s ta n d a rd s .  Am ong th e  l a t t e r  w as a  

b a n n e r  b e a r in g  the im a g e  of the  c h a l ic e  and th e  h o s t.

D u r in g  th is  s a m e  s u m m e r  it  w as  r u m o re d  th a t  O ld c a s t le  had  m e t  

W ill iam  D ouglas  a t  P o m f r e t ,  th a t  he h ad  o f fe red  the  Scots  t h r e e  tho u san d  

pounds to  b r in g  the  p s e u d o -R ic h a rd  II, T h o m a s  T ru m p in g to n ,  into E ng lan d  

a t  the  h ead  o f a  s t ro n g  fo rc e .  T h e re  w as  ev iden tly  so m e  b a s is  of fac t  in  

th e s e  r u m o r s  fo r  the C a m b r id g e - S c ro p e - G r a y  c o n s p ira c y ,  w hich  w as 

c ru s h e d  a t  S outham pton  on the f i r s t  o f  A ugus t a s  the  E n g l i s h  fo rc e s  

p r e p a r e d  to  e m b a rk  f o r  F r a n c e ,  had  r a m if ic a t io n s  w hich touched  O ld ­

c a s t l e .  R ic h a rd ,  E a r l  o f  C a m b r id g e ,  H en ry , L o rd  S c ro p e  o f M asham , 

and  S ir  T h o m as  G ray  of H eton  a g r e e d  to  com bine  t h e i r  f o r c e s ,  d e c la r e  

H e n ry  V a n  u s u rp e r ,  and  p lace  young E d m u n d  M o r t im e r ,  E a r l  of M arch ,  

on  the  E n g l is h  th ro n e .  A t the s a m e  t im e  th e y  p lanned  to  r e s t o r e  young 

H e n ry  P e r c y ,  H o ts p u r 's  son, to  h is  h e r i ta g e ,  th u s  in c u r r in g  the  fa v o r  of 

th e  n o r th e rn  c o u n tie s .  T hey  p lanned  a l s o  to  le t  th e  Sco ts  in  a t  R oxburgh  

to  in c r e a s e  t h e i r  f o r c e s ,  to  a r o u s e  th e  L o l la rd s  u n d e r  O ld c a s t le ,  and  to  

d ra w  upon th e  r e b e l  s t r e n g th  o f G len d o w er  if  p o s s ib le .  T he  L o l la rd s ,
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so m e  of whom w e re  m u s te r e d  in the a r m y  tha t  w as re a d y  to s a i l  fo r  

F r a n c e ,  w e re  to  m u tiny  and  a s s i s t  the  E a r l  of M a rc h  who w as to  u n fu r l  

h is  b a n n e r  w ith  the  a r m s  o f E ng land  upon it .  T he c o n s p ir a c y  fa iled  when 

the  E a r l  of M a rc h  re v e a le d  the  plot to  the  King on the  eve of th e  day 

p lanned  fo r  the  a s s a s s in a t i o n s .

E v id en c e  e x is ts  th a t  O ld c a s t le  w as s h e l te r e d  a t  th is  t im e ,  A ugust,

29
1415, by John  P r e s t ,  v i c a r  o f  C h e s te r to n  in W a rw ic k sh ir e .  But fo r  

the next y e a r  we h e a r  a lm o s t  nothing of the  L o l la rd  r e b e l .  The v ic to ry  

a t  A g in co u rt  s e e m s  to have  q u ie ted  the  re b e l l io u s  fac tio n s  a t  hom e, a t  

le a s t  fo r  a  t im e .  In the C h r i s tm a s  s e a s o n  of 1416 a  s q u ir e  of O ld c a s t le 's  

w as  caught in  a n  a t te m p t  on th e  K ing 's  life a s  the  ro y a l  fa m ily  c e le b r a te d  

the  ho lidays  a t  K en ilw orth .  Soon a f te rw a r d s  the  A bbot of St. A lbans  

le a rn e d  th a t  O ld c a s t le  w as h id ing  in  the  h o u se  of a  p e a s a n t  n e a r  th e  abbey .

A r a id  r e s u l te d  in  the  a r r e s t  o f  so m e  o f O ld c a s t le 's  fo llo w e rs  and th e  

co n f isc a t io n  of so m e  re l ig io u s  books and p a m p h le ts  in  w hich the  s a in t s '  

n a m e s  and p ic tu r e s  had  b e e n  d e faced . It would s e e m  th a t  O ld c a s t le  m oved  

f r e e ly  f ro m  h is  hiding p la c e s  in  W ales  to  v a r io u s  s e c to r s  th ro u g h o u t c e n t r a l  

E ng land . He s e e m s  a lso  to  h av e  continued  h is  n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  the Scots  

a f t e r  th e  f a i lu r e  of the  C a m b r id g e - S c ro p e - G r a y  c o n s p ira c y .  T h e  c h r o n i ­

c le r ,  T h o m as  O tte rb o u rn e ,  r e l a t e s  th a t  about th is  t im e  a  w r i t t e n  a g r e e ­

m e n t  be tw een  O ld c a s t le  and  th e  Duke o f A lbany  w as d is c o v e re d ,  and  th a t

29
W ylie , i n ,  85.
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L o l la rd s  w e re  busy inc it ing  the m en  of N o r th u m b e r la n d  and Y o rk sh ire  

to  p r o c la im  King R ic h a rd  w hen he  should r e t u r n  f ro m  S co tland . It is  

in t e r e s t in g  to  note th a t  the  S c o t t ish  E x c h e q u e r  R olls  c o n ta in  a  m e m o ­

ran d u m  to  the e ffec t th a t  A lbany had  spen t in  e x c e s s  of 733 pounds in  

m a in ta in in g  th e  p s e u d o -R ic h a rd .  ^ T he S c o t t ish  f o r c e s ,  w hose  m o v e ­

m e n ts  h ad  b een  p re v io u s ly  p lanned  to  co inc ide  w ith  the  C a m b r id g e - 

S c r o p e -G r a y  c o n s p ira c y  o f 1415, m oved  in to  E ng land  in  A ugust,  1417, 

one fo rc e  u n d e r  the  E a r l  of D oug las  a p p ro ach in g  R oxburgh , a n o th e r  

u n d e r  the  Duke of A lbany  th re a te n in g  B e rw ic k .  The r e g e n t  B edfo rd  and 

the D uke o f E x e te r  w ith  h a s t i ly  g a th e re d  f o r c e s  m a rc h e d  n o r th w a rd .  The 

Sco ts  so o n  abandoned t h e i r  " F o u l  R aid" and r e t i r e d  beyond the  bo trder.

On the  f i r s t  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  1417, w o rd  re a c h e d  London th a t  O ld ­

c a s t le  had  b een  c a p tu re d  a t  B r o n ia r th  in  W ales  by r e t a i n e r s  of E d w a rd  

C h a r l to n ,  L o rd  P o w is .  S ir  G r if f i th  Vaughan and h is  so n s  had  indeed  

su c c e e d e d  in  c a p tu r in g  the  outlaw  a f t e r  a  v io len t s t ru g g le ;  one s to r y  

adds  th a t  a  w om an  b ro k e  the  r e b e l 's  leg  w ith  a  m i lk - s to o l  in  the sc u ff le .  

O ld c a s t le  w as  c a r r i e d  to  London in  a  h o r s e  l i t te r  and p r e s e n te d  b e fo re  

P a r l i a m e n t  w hich  w as  in  s e s s io n .  On the  14th of D e c e m b e r  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  

H ankfo rd  r e a d  the  in d ic tm e n t  of t r e a s o n  and A rc h b ish o p  C h ich e le  r e a d  th e  

se n te n c e  o f ex co m m u n ica tio n ; O ld c a s t le  w as  th e n  a sk e d  i f  he  could  p r e s e n t

30
Quoted by W ylie , HE, 87. 
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r e a s o n s  why th e  s e n te n c e s  should  not be e f fe c te d .  It is  r e p o r te d  th a t  

O ld cas t le  ta lk e d  a t  f i r s t  of m e rc y ,  say ing  th a t  ven g ean ce  be longed  only 

to  God. At length, being  d i r e c te d  to  a n s w e r  m o r e  to the poin t, O ld ­

c a s t l e  d e c la r e d  th a t  the  p r e s e n t  r e g im e  had  no r ig h t  to  p ro n o u n ce  ju d g ­

m en t,  tha t  h e  w as a  loya l su b je c t  of the  t r u e  King R ic h a rd  who w as  a l iv e  

and dw elling  in  Scotland . P a r l i a m e n t  im m e d ia te ly  d e c la r e d  th a t  the  

se n te n c e  o f d ea th  should  be e x e cu ted .  O ld c a s t le  w as d ra w n  to  St. G iles  

F ie ld  on a  h u rd le ,  h anged  in  ch a in s ,  and b u rn e d  a s  a  t r a i t o r  to  God and 

th e  King. B e fo re  h is  d ea th  it  is  r e p o r te d  th a t  O ld c a s t le  a s k e d  S ir  T h o m a s  

E rp in g h a m  to  s e c u r e  to le ra n c e  f o r  th e  L o l la rd s  i f  he should  r e t u r n  to  life  

in  th r e e  d a y s .  T h is  p r o m is e  o f r e s u r r e c t i o n  b ro u g h t  a  c o n s id e ra b le  

c row d  o f O ld c a s t le 's  fo llo w e rs  to  St. G iles  F i e ld  on th e  appo in ted  day 

w h e re  th e y  a w a ited  th e  m i r a c le ;  w hen  O ld c a s t le  fa i le d  to  a p p e a r ,  th e y  

g a th e re d  h is  a s h e s  to  ru b  upon t h e i r  e y e s .

Such w as  the life and d ea th  o f  S ir  John  O ld c a s t le ,  L o rd  C obham . 

The c o n te m p o ra ry  c h r o n ic le r s  c a l le d  h im  B eh em o th , L e v ia th an , f a i th le s s  

knight, p e r f id io u s  fo llo w e r  of W yclif , s a te l l i t e  o f Satan, and  so  on.
C

T h o m as  W als in g h a m , T h o m as  N e t te r ,  John  C a p g ra v e ,  T h o m a s  O t t e r ­

b o u rn e ,  T h o m a s  E l th a m , H occ leve , and  th e  an onym ous  p o e t  a l l  t e l l  a  

s im i l a r  s to r y  o f  the s t ro n g  s o ld ie r  who tu rn e d  a g a in s t  c h u rc h  and King.

But f ro m  o u r  m o d e rn  van tag e  poin t only  the  g r o s s  in h u m an ity  to  m a n  

loom s la rg e  w hen we re a d  tha t so  s ta lw a r t  a  m a n  (and m a n y  a n o th e r )  w as  

b u rn ed  to  d ea th  f o r  devo tion  to  h is  c o n v ic t io n s .  O u r  m o d e r n  s e n s ib i l i t i e s
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a r e  conditioned by what th e  m e d ie v a l  m ind  would h av e ,  indeed  did, c a l l

so ft  and sp ec io u s  re a so n in g .  T h is  m e d ie v a l  to u g h -m in d e d n e s s  is  w ell

d ocum en ted  a s  late  a s  1528 when S ir  T h o m a s  M o re , indulging h is  p o lem ic

p r o s e ,  a t ta c k e d  the  in im ic a l  p ro b le m  of h e r e s y  in  h is  D ialogue C o n ce rn in g

T y n d a le . In th is  w o rk , w r i t t e n  w hen  th e  R om an C a th o lic  C h u rc h  w as fa s t

losing  i ts  g r ip  upon the  E n g l ish  nation . M o re  r e so lv e d

. . .  to  a  uns we r e  th e  poyntes  w hyche ye m oved  a t  y o u re  
f y rs te  m e ty n g e ,  w hen ye sayde  th a t  m anye  m en n e  thoughte  
it an  h a rd e  and a n  u n c h a r i ta b le  w aye ta k e n  by the  c le rg y ,  
to  put m e n  convict o f  h e r e s y  s o m e t im e  to  sh a m e ,  so m e ty m e  
to  dea th , and th a t  C h r i s t  so  f a r r e  a b h o r re d  a l l  such  
v io lence , th a t  he would not a n y  of h is  flocke shoulde 
fyght in  any  w yse , n e i th e r  in  th e  defence  of C h r i s t  
h im se lf ,  fo r  w hich  he b lam ed  S a in t  P e t e r ,  but th a t  
we should  a l l  live a f t e r  hym  in  su f fe ra n c e  and  
p a c ie n c e .  . . .

T h e s e  o b jec t io n s ,  exp la ined  M ore , a r e  soon  a n s w e re d ,  fo r  no fau lt 

offends God m o re  th an  h e r e s y .  T he h e r e t i c s  th e m s e lv e s ,  he  sa id ,  had  

r e s o r t e d  to  v io lence  s in ce  the  e a r ly  d ay s  of the  D o n a t is ts  w hen  Saint 

A u g u s tin e  w as b rough t a t  length  to  a d v is e  the  use  of fo rc e  to  p re v e n t  the 

to rm e n t in g  and k ill ing  of the  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  flock; S a in t J e r o m e  and o th e r  

v ir tu o u s  f a th e r s  a llow ed th e  u se  of f o rc e  a g a in s t  h e r e s y ;  s o r e  p u n is h ­

m e n t  by f i r e  had  been  n e c e s s i t a te d  by th e  g r e a t  o u t ra g e s  c o m m it te d  

a g a in s t  the  p ea c e  and quiet o f  the  p eop le  in  d iv e rs  p la c e s  of C h r is te n d o m . 

C ontinuing, M o re  c i te s  the  bu rn in g  of O ld c a s t le  a s  a n  E n g l is h  ex am ple  

of th e  w ise  u se  o f f i r e  to  c o n tro l  d e s t r u c t iv e  fo rc e s :

In th e  t im e  of th a t  noble P r i n c e  of m o s te  fam o u s  
m e m o ry e  Kynge H e n ry e  the  fifth , w hile  the  L o rd e



37

Cobham  m a in te in ed  c e r ta y n  h e r e s i e s ,  and  th a t  by the 
m e a n e s  th e re o f ,  the n o u m b e r  so  g re w e  an d  e n c r e a s e d ,  
th a t  within a  w hile  though hym se  If w as  f ledde  in to  
W ales ,  yet th e i  a s s e m b le d  th e m se lfe  to g e th e r  in  a 
f ie lde  n e re  unto London, in  suche  w ise  and  suche  
n oum ber, th a t  the Kyng w ith  h is  nob les  w e r  fa ine  to 
pu tte  h a r n e s s e  on t h e i r  b ack es  fo r  the  r e p r e s s i o n  
of th e m , w h e r  upon they  w e r  d i s t r e s s e d  and  m a n y  pu tte  
to  execucion , and a f t e r  th a t  the L o rd e  C obham  ta k e n  
in  W ales and burned  in  London, the  King h is  nob les  
and  h is  people th e ru p o n  co n s id e ry n g  th e  g r e a te  p e r y l l  
and  je o p a rd ie  that the  r e a lm e  w as lyke to  h av e  fa l le n  
in  by th o se  h e r e s i e s ,  m a d e  a t  a  p a r  l iam  en te  v e r y  good 
and s u b s ta n c ia l l  p ro v is io n s  b e s id e  a l l  su ch e  a s  w e re  
m ad e  befo re ,  a s  we I fo r  the  w ith s tan d in g  a s  the  r e ­
p r e s s in g  and g r ie v o u s  p u n ish em en t o f  an y  su ch e  a s  
should  be founded fau ltie  th e re o f ,  and  by th e  c le rg y e  
lefte  unto the s e c u le r  h a n d e s .

A h e r e t i c .  M ore  continued to  exp la in , e n d a n g e re d  th e  w hole C h r i s t i a n

co m m u n ity  w ith in fec tion . The c le rg y ,  though p i teo u s  and  c h a r i ta b le ,

had no cho ice  but to  tu rn  o v e r  a n  ob d u ra te  h e r e t i c  to  th e  s e c u l a r  a r m .

The lo ss  of one hu m an  soul w as  in f in ite ly  l e s s  th a n  the  d e s t r u c t io n  of

God c h u rc h .

If we a r e  re p e l le d  by the  a s p e r i ty  of th e s e  m e d ie v a l  co n cep tio n s ,  

i t  w il l  add l i t t le  in  th e  way of p a l l ia t io n  to  r e c a l l  th a t  the  e a r ly  r e l ig io u s  

r e f o r m e r s  w e re  seek ing  not the  to le ra n c e  and  f re e d o m  w hich  we p r i z e  

today  ( th e se  a r e  N e o -C la s s ic a l  id e a ls )  but th e  su b s t i tu t io n  of t h e i r  own 

r ig o ro u s  fo rm s  of d o c tr in e  and c h u rc h  g o v e rn m e n t .  O ld c a s t le  w as  r e a d y  

to  " s m i te  w ith  hys sw e rd "  th o se  who co m p la in ed  of h is  p r i e s t s .  The

32
The E n g l ish  W orks  o f S i r  T h o m as  M o r e , ed . W .E ,  C a m p b e l l  
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r e f o r m e r s  w e re  eq u a lly  convinced  th a t  G od 's  c h u rc h  w as en d an g e red ,  but 

fo r  th em  i ts  s a lv a tio n  lay  in  c o m p le te  re fo rm a t io n ,  and if  th a t  r e fo rm a t io n  

r e q u i re d  m il i ta n t  a c t io n  a g a in s t  t e m p o r a l  and e c c le s i a s t i c a l  p o w ers ,  th en  

rev o lu tio n  w as to  be u n d e r ta k e n  fo r  G od 's  g lo ry  and the ed if ic a t io n  of m a n . 

T he s ix te e n th -c e n tu ry  P r o te s t a n t s  ( if  we m a y  u se  th a t  t e r m  w ithout 

h i s to r i c a l  a n a c h ro n ism )  had  no t ro u b le  a ccep tin g  O ld c a s t le 's  rev o lt  

a g a in s t  the ch u rch ,  fo r  by 1536 the  E n g l ish  R e fo rm a tio n  had  begun, but 

th ey  found th a t  O ld c a s t le 's  t r e a s o n  to  the King r e s c in d e d  h is  m a r t y r ' s  

g lo ry .  Thus we find th e  T u d o r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t s  c o n c e n tra t in g  on the  

i n s u r r e c t io n  of St. G ile s  F ie ld ,  e i t h e r  m in im iz in g  i ts  im p o r ta n c e ,  r e ­

eva lua ting  i ts  p u rp o se ,  o r  c re d i t in g  i t s  m isc o n c e p tio n  to  S i r  R o g e r  A c to n  

and o th e r s .

U ntil W illiam  T ynda le  g lo r i f ie d  O ld cas t le  (ĉ . 1530) the  acco u n ts

of the  r e b e l  knight w e re  d e r iv a t iv e  v e r s io n s  ta k e n  f ro m  the  w r i t in g s  of

W als in g h am , N e t te r ,  and  O t te rb o u rn e .  T it io  L iv iu s ,  the  I ta l ia n  s c h o la r

who had b e e n  a t t r a c te d  to  E ngland  by  the  fam e of H u m p h rey  Duke of

G lo u c e s te r  a s  a  p a t ro n  o f l i t e r a tu r e ,  w ro te  h is  V ita H e n r ic i  Quinti b e fo re

m id - f i f te e n th  cen tu ry ,  u s in g  in  a d d it io n  to  th e s e  s o u rc e s  th e  o f f ic ia l  r e c o r d s  

33and The B r u t . The f i f te e n th -c e n tu ry  v e r n a c u la r  c h ro n ic le s  of London

33F o r  T it io  L iv iu s ' s o u rc e s  s e e  C. L. K in g s fo rd 's  in tro d u c tio n  to  
T h e  F i r s t  E n g l is h  L ife  of King H e n ry  the  F i f th  (O xford: C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  
1911), p. 13. L iv iu s ' V ita  w as  ed i te d  by T h o m as  H e a rn  (Oxford: 1716).
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34gave b r ie f  s u m m a r iz e d  acco u n ts  o f the  u p r is in g ,  and Caxton, p r in t in g

h is  con tinuation  of H igdon 's  P o ly c h ro n ic o n  a t  the  c lo se  of the  ce n tu ry ,

added h is  own e d i to r i a l  no te  of s a t i s f a c t io n  a t  th e  fa i lu re  of the  r is in g :

. . . but b le s s y d  be God, th e  kynge an d  lo rd e s  had 
know leche of t h e y r  en ten te , and toke  th e  felde to  
fo re  them , a n d  aw ay ted  on th e y r  com yng, and toke 
m any  p r e e s t e s ,  c le rk y s ,  and  o th e r  lewd m en  th a t  
w e re  of th e y r  s e c t  f ro  a l le  th e  p a r ty  es  of England , 
wenyng to hav e  founded th e y r  C ap itay n e  th e r e ,  S y re  
Joh an  O ld c a s te l l ,  but they  w e re  d ecey v ed .

W hen the  t r a n s l a t o r  of T i t io  L iv iu s '  V ita  H e n r ic i  Q u in ti , w r i t in g  

in  1513 to  p ro v id e  H e n ry  VIII w ith  a n  e x a m p le  of a  noble and  v ir tu o u s  

p r in c e ,  c a m e  to  th e  " m a rv e lo u s  i n s u r r e c t i o n  of h e r e t i c k s ,  " he  n am ed  

L o rd  Cobham  a s  being  "a m o n g e s t  th e  a f o re s a id e ,  " and he  too  thanked  

God th a t  " the  f i r s t  v ic to r ie  of tha t  noble Kinge a f t e r  h is  C o ro n a c io n  w as  

a g a in s t  th e s e  c u r s e d  s v p e r s t ic io u s  h e r e t iq u e s  fo r  C h r i s t  and  the  d e fence  

of the  C h u rc h  of God, in  th e  d e fen ce  and  su p p o r ta c io n  of o u r  C a tho lique  

fa ith .

The poin t o f  v iew  changed only  w hen th e  h e r e s i a r c h s  like T y n d a le  

and B ale  began  to  p ro d u c e  th e i r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  w r i t in g s .  W ill iam  T y n d a le 's

^^ T h re e  F i f te e n th -C e n tu ry  C h r o n ic le s , ed . J a m e s  G a i rd n e r  
(London: C am d en  S oc ie ty ,  1880), pp. 54, 56, 148; The H is to r ic a l  
C o llec t io n s  of a  C i t iz e n  of London in  the  F i f te e n th  C e n tu ry , ed. J a m e s  
G a i rd n e r  (London: C a m d e n  Socie ty , 1876), pp . 107-08, 116; C h ro n ic le  
of th e  G re y  F r i a r s  of London, ed . John  G. N icho ls  (London: C am d en  
Socie ty , 1852), p . 12.

35P o ly c h ro n ic o n  Ranulph i H igden , ed . J o se p h  R. Lum by  (R olls  
S e r ie s ;  London: L ongm an, T r u b n e r  and C om pany , 1882), VIII, 549.

^^T h e  F i r s t  E n g l i s h  L ife . . . ,  p . 23.
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p o le m ic a l  p a m p h le ts ,  sh ipped  in to  E n g lan d  f ro m  the  C on tinen t w h e re  he

lived in  s& lf-im posed  e x i le ,  inc luded  a  s m a l l  w o rk  e n t i t le d  T h e  E x a m i -

n ac io n  of M a s te r  W ill iam  T h o rp e  . . . and  o f the  H o n o rab le  K night S yr

Jhon  O ld c a s te l l  L o rd  C o b h a m . . . . T h is  "B ok of T h o rp e "  co n ta in ed  an

acco u n t  of O ld c a s t le 's  t r i a l  b e fo re  A rc h b ish o p  A ru n d e l ,  a n  e la b o ra t io n

of O ld c a s t le 's  b e l ie f  on th e  fo u r  po in ts  of d o c tr in e  w h ich  had  e n te r e d  h is

te s t im o n y ,  and a  d r a m a t ic  d e s c r ip t io n  of the  k n ig h t 's  d e c la r a t io n  of

fa ith  w hich  T ynda le  in tro d u c e d  w ith  c e r t a i n  addenda:

And w ith  tha t he  kne led  downe on the  p a v e m e n t /a n d  
h e lde  up h is  h an d is  & s a id .  I s h ry v e  m e  to  god and 
to  you a l l  s i r s / y  in  m y  youthe I  h av e  synnyd g r e a t ly  
and  g re v o u s ly  in  le c h e r ie  and  in  p r id e  and  h u r te  m an y  
m e n  & done m an y  o th e r  h o r r ib le  s y n n e s /g o o d  lo rd  I 
c r i e  th e  m e r c i e .

To conclude  th is  w o rk  T y n d a le  p ro d u c e d  a  l e t t e r ,  r e p u te d ly  O ld c a s t le 's ,  

w hich  co n ta ined  a  w arn in g  to  th e  L o l la rd s  th a t  any  a b ju r a t io n  w h ich  the  

c le r g y  m ig h t announce  he h ad  m ad e  w ould be a  f a l s e  d o cu m en t d e s ig n  to  

m is le a d  and d e s t r o y  th e m .

S ir  T h o m a s  M o re  d e c r ie d  th is  w o rk  o f T y n d a le 's ,  d e c la r in g  th a t  

any m a n  of n a t u r a l  w it o r  le a rn in g

37 The E x a m in a t io n  o f  M a s te r  W il l ia m  T h o r p e , p r e s t e  . . . The 
E x a m in a c io n  of th e  H o n o rab le  Knight S y r  Jh o n  O ld c a s te l l  L o rd  C obham  
(A n tw erp ?  1530?), u n p ag in a ted . John  B a le  d e c la r e d  s o m e  y e a r s  l a t e r  
th a t  T y n d a le 's  s o u rc e  had  b e e n  a  m a n u s c r ip t  "w h ich  w as  w r i t t e n  in  the  
t im e  of th e  s a id  lo r d 's  t ro u b le  by  a  c e r t a i n  f r ie n d  of h is ,  & so  r e f e r r e d  
in coppes  unto th is  o u r  a g e .  " A  B re fe  C h ro n y c le  C o n c e rn in g  . . . the  
B le s s e d  M a r t i r  of C h r is t .  S i r  Jo h n  O ld e c a s te l l  th e  L o rd  C obham  (London: 
A nthony S c o lo k e r ,  1544), fo l.  Aiii''^
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. , . s h a l l  no t onely  be w ell  a b le  to  p e rc e y v e  hym  fo r  
a  fo ly ssh e  h e re ty k e  & h is  a rg u m e n te s  e a s y  to  a n s w e r e /  
but s h a l l  a l s o  se  th a t  he  sh ew eth  hym  se lfe  a  f a ls e  
ly a r  in  hys r e h e r s a l l  o f  the m a t e r / w h e r i n  h e  m a k e th  
the to th e r  p a r t e  so m ty m e  sp ek e  f o r  hys  co m m o d ité ,  
such  m a n e r  thynges  a s  no m a n  w olde have  done tha t 
w e re  not a  v e r y  wylde g o se .  38

Such r id ic u le  w as no d e t e r r e n t  to  Jo h n  B ale  who, by 1544, had

expanded  T y n d a le 's  a c c o u n t  of O ld c a s t le 's  t r i a l  in to  a  b ra w lin g  a t t a c k

upon th e  " b e a s t ly  b lo c k h e a d s ,  th e s e  blody b e l ly g o d s"  who w ith  t h e i r

39" u n s a v o ry  in te r r o g a t io n s "  had  put a n  in n o cen t lam b to  d ea th .  T he

language of the f i f te e n th -c e n tu ry  c h r o n ic l e r s ,  who had  found O ld c a s t le 's

conduct a b h o r re n t ,  w as  now tu rn e d  by the  p e n s in a n  o f the  new fa i th  w ith

t r i p l e  in v ec tiv e  upon th e  p r e l a t e s  who h ad  condem ned  th e  r e b e l .  B a le 's

B re fe  C h ro n y c le  w as p r in te d  t h r e e  t im e s  w ith in  fo u r  y e a r s  though  he

h im s e l f  w as  re s id in g  in B a se l ,  r e tu rn in g  to  London on ly  a f t e r  the  a c c e s s io n

of E d w a rd  VI. B a le 's  t o r r e n t  o f a b u se  con tinued  to  flow in  th e  f i r s t

E n g l i s h  ed i t io n  (1563) of Jo h n  F o x e 's  A c ts  and  M o n u m en ts  o f  the  C h u rc h .

The m a r ty r o l o g i s t ' s  p r i m a r y  in ten t io n  in  h is  r e l a t io n  of the  O ld c a s t le

s to r y  w as  to  c l e a r  th e  k n ig h t 's  n am e  of th e  c h a rg e  o f t r e a s o n ,  but,

fo llow ing th e  a c c e p te d  s y l lo g is t ic  p r o c e d u re  of p o le m ic  d e b a te ,  he

a t ta c k e d  the  C atho lic  c l e r g y  f i r s t :

No sm a U  n u m b e r  of godly  d is c ip le s  left th a t  good m a n  
/ W y c l i ^ /  behind  h im  to  defend th e  lo w lin ess  o f  the

38T he  Confu tacyon  of T y n d a le s  A n s w e re  (London: W ill iam  
R a s te l l ,  1532), fo l. A iii iv .

39
A B re fe  C h ro n y c le  . . . , fo l. A i i i^ .
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g o sp e l  a g a in s t  th e  ex ceed in g  p r id e ,  a m b it io n ,  s im ony , 
a v a r ic e ,  h y p o c r isy ,  w h o red o m , s a c r i l e g e ,  ty ra n n y ,  
id o la t ro u s  w o rsh ip p in g s ,  and  o th e r  f il th y  f ru i t  of th o se  
s t i f f -n e c k e d  p h a r i s e e s ;  a g a in s t  w hom  T h o m a s  A ru n d e l ,  
the  a r c h b ish o p  o f C a n te rb u ry  (as f i e r c e  a s  e v e r  w as 
P h a ra o h ,  A n tio ch u s , H ero d ,  o r  C a ia p h a s )  c o l le c te d ,  
in  P a u l 's  c h u rc h  a t  London, a  u n iv e r s a l  synod of a l l  
th e  p a p is t ic a l  c l e r g y  of E ng land , in  th e  y e a r  of o u r  
L o rd  1413 (as he  had  done d iv e r s  o th e r s  be fo re ) ,  to  w i th ­
s ta n d  th e i r  m o s t  godly e n t e r p r i s e .  A nd th is  w as  the  
f i r s t  y e a r  of k ing H e n ry  V . , whom they  had  th en  m ad e  
fit fo r  t h e i r  han d . T he c h ie f  and  p r in c ip a l  c a u se  th e n  
of th e  a s s e m b l in g  th e re o f ,  a s  r e c o r d e th  the  C h ro n ic le  
of St. A lb a n 's ,  w as  to  r e p r e s s  the  g row ing  and w o rth y  
lo rd  Cobham ; who w as  th e n  noted to  be a  p r in c ip a l  
f a v o u re r ,  r e c e iv e r ,  and m a in ta in e r  of th o se  whom 
th e  b ishop  m is n a m e d  to  be Lollards."^®

To the  o ff ic ia l  co n d em n a tio n  of h e r e s y  and co m m an d  to  hand  O ld c a s t le  

o v e r  to the s e c u l a r  ju r i s d ic t io n ,  p o w er ,  and  ju d g m en t,  F o x e ,  following 

B a le ,  added  the  w o rd s ,  " to  do h im  th e re u p o n  to  d ea th .  " F o x e  th e n  p r o ­

ce ed s  to  a rg u e  tha t  it i s  p ro o f  th a t  O ld c a s t le  w as  not a  t r a i t o r  in  the
41

co n d em n atio n  o f  the  f i r s t  t r i a l .  T he i n s u r r e c t io n  o f St. G ile s  F ie ld  is  

tu rn e d  by F o x e  into a n  e v a n g e l ic a l  m e e t in g  of th e  g o s p e l le r s  who sought 

s a n c tu a ry  in  the  g ro v e s  and byw ays:

In the  C h r i s tm a s  fo llow ing w e re  s i r  R o g e r  A cton , 
knight, m a s t e r  John  B row n, e s q u ir e ,  s i r  John  B e v e r ly ,  
a  le a rn e d  p r e a c h e r ,  and  d iv e r s  o th e r s ,  a t ta c h e d ,  f o r  
q u a r re l l in g  w ith  c e r t a in  p r i e s t s ,  and  so  im p r is o n e d ;  
fo r  a l l  m en  a t  th a t  t im e  could  no t p a t ie n t ly  s u f fe r  t h e i r  
b la sp h e m o u s  b r a g s .  T h e  co m p la in t  w as  m ade  unto th e

Jo h n  F oxe , T h e  A c ts  and  M onum ents  of the  C h u rc h , ed.- 
J o s ia h  P r a t t  (8 v o lu m es; London: T he  R e lig io u s  T r a c t  Socie ty , 1877), 
m ,  321.

41
Ib id ., n i ,  336.
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king of th e m , th a t  th e y  had  m a d e  a  g r e a t  a s s e m b ly  in  
St. G iles  f ie ld  a t  London, p u rp o s in g  the  d e s t r u c t io n  of 
th e  land, and th e  s u b v e rs io n  o f the  co m m o n w ea lth .  A s 
the  king w as  th u s  in fo rm e d ,  he e r e c te d  a  b a n n e r ,  s a i th  
W alden , w ith  a  c r o s s  th e re u p o n ;  a s  the  pope doth 
co m m o n ly  by h is  le g a te s ,  w hen  he p r e te n d e th  to  w a r  
a g a in s t  the  T u r k s ,  and, w ith  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  of m en , 
e n te r e d  the s a m e  f ie ld , w h e re  h e  found no su c h  com pany .
Yet w as  the  co m p la in t  judged t r u e ,  b e c a u s e  th e  b ish o p s  
had  spoken  i t  a t  the  in fo rm a t io n  of t h e i r  p r i e s t s .  . . . 
ye t  n e v e r  a  blow w as  g iven, n e v e r  a  s t ro k e  w as  s t r ic k e n ,  
no blood sp il le d ,  no f u rn i tu r e  n o r  in s t r u m e n ts  of w a r ,  
no s ig n  o f b a t t le ,  y e a  no e x p r e s s  s ig n if ic a t io n  e i th e r  of 
any  r e b e l l io u s  w o rd ,  o r  m a l ic io u s  fact, d e s c r ib e d  e i th e r  
in  r e c o r d s ,  o r  ye t in  any  c h ro n ic le .

F o x e  su g g e s ts  then , by way of a f te r th o u g h t ,  th a t  th e  "h igh  and t r a g ic a l

w o rd s "  in  the  in d ic tm e n t  a g a in s t  O ld c a s t le  and  h is  fo llo w e rs

. . .  m a y  p e ra d v e n tu re  s e e m  to  th e  ig n o ra n t  and  s im p le  
r e a d e r ,  so m e  h e in o u s  c r im e  o f t r e a s o n  to  r e s t  in  th e m , 
fo r  c o n sp ir in g  a g a in s t  God, th e  ch u rch ,  th e  king and 
t h e i r  co u n try .  But w hat can n o t the  fe tch in g  p r a c t i c e  of 
th e  R o m ish  p r e l a t e s  b r in g  about,  w h e re  th e y  have once 
co n ce iv ed  a  m a l ic e

F o x e 's  ad v en ti t io u s  acco u n t  of O ld c a s t le 's  t r i a l  and  in s u r r e c t io n  

so o n  e n c o u n te re d  a  v i t ia t in g  a t ta c k  f ro m  the  pen  o f N icho las  H a rp s f ie ld ,  

the  f o r m e r  A rc h d e a c o n  of C a n te rb u ry  u n d e r  Q ueen  M ary ,  who w as 

im p r i s o n e d  in  th e  F l e e t  f ro m  1562 u n t i l  h is  d e a th  in  1575 f o r  r e fu s in g  to 

s u b s c r ib e  to  the  new r e l ig io n .  H a r p s f ie ld 's  D ia lo g i  Sea^w as p u b lish ed  in  

A n tw e rp  in  1566 u n d e r  th e  n a m e  of A la n  Cope, a  young E n g l is h  re fu g ee  

w ho saw  the  w o rk  th ro u g h  P l a n t in 's  p r e s s .  In the  l a s t  d ia logue  of the

"^^Ibid.. m , 343, 358. 

^ ^ I b id . , n i ,  367.
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w o rk  H a rp s f ie ld  a t ta c k e d  th e  p s e u d o - m a r t y r s  w hich  F o x e  had  in s ta l le d

in h is  c a le n d a r  of s a in ts ,  d e c la r in g  th a t  F o x e  had  f ra u d u le n t ly  and

44
c o r ru p t ly  co m m ended  t r a i t o r s  to  the  c ro w n .  W hen F o x e  b ro u g h t out

h is  second  ed it io n  of the A c ts  an d  M onum en ts  in 1570, he added a  f if ty -

page "D efense  of the  L o rd  C obham " in  w h ich  he a t ta c k e d  not only "A lanus

Copus A nglus"  fo r  t ry in g  to  p ro v e  h im  a  " l i a r ,  a  f o rg e r ,  a n  im pudent,

a  m i s r e p o r t e r  of t ru th ,  a  d e p r a v e r  of s t o r i e s ,  a  s e d u c e r  of the  w o rld "

but he a l s o  a t ta c k e d  the in a c c u r a c ie s  in  th e  c h ro n ic le s  of R o b e r t  F ab y an ,

E d w a rd  H all ,  P o ly d o re  V e rg i l ,  T h o m a s  C o o p e r ,  and  R ic h a rd  G ra fto n  to

d e s t ro y  the v a l id i ty  o f t h e i r  a c c o u n ts  o i O ld c a s t le  - - t h e  " r e a d y  s o u rc e s "

45w ith  w hich H a rp s f ie ld  had  ta u n te d  F o x e .  T he  m a r ty r o lo g i s t  s e e m s  to 

have  had  in  h is  p o s s e s s io n  a  m a n u s c r ip t  copy  of H a l l 's  c h ro n ic le  which 

con ta ined  a  c a n c e l le d  p a s s a g e  on O ld c a s t le ,  fo r  F o x e  d e s c r ib e s  i t  and 

a t t r ib u te s  the  em en d a tio n  to  th e  in fluence  o f  B a le 's  B re fe  C hro n y c le  

w hich  had  b een  s lip p ed  onto H a l l 's  d e sk  by  one of h is  s e r v a n t s .  F o x e  

d e s c r ib e s  H a l l 's  i n t e r e s t  in  B a le 's  " t r u e "  a c c o u n t  of the  s to r y  and h is  

re v is io n  of h is  own w ritin g ;

44D ia log i Sex, C o n tra  S u m m i P o n t i f i c a tu s , M o n a s t ic a e  V i ta e . 
S a n c to ru m , S a c r a ru m  h n a g in u m  O p p u g n a to re s . e t  P s e u d o m a r ty r e s  
(A ntw erp: P la n t in  P r e s s ,  1566). T h is  i s  a  r a r e  yo lum e w hich  I haye  
not s e e n .  It i s  d e s c r ib e d  by  R .W .  C h a m b e r s  in  h is  in t ro d u c t io n  to  
H a r p s f ie ld 's  The L ife and D e a th  o f  S r . T h o m a s  M oore  ( E a r ly  E n g l ish  
T ex t Socie ty ; O xford: U n iy e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1932), pp . c x c v i -c x c y i i i .

45A c ts  and M onum ents , in , 348-401 .
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The m a t t e r  w h ich  he c a n c e l le d  out, c a m e  to  th is  e ffec t .
W h e re in  he, following the  n a r r a t i o n  of P o ly d o re ,  began  
w ith  like w o rd s  to  d e c la r e  how the  s a c r a m e n t a r i e s  h e re  
in  E ng land , i f t e r  the  d ea th  o f John  H u ss  and  J e ro m e  of 
P r a g u e ,  be ing  p r ic k e d ,  a s  he sa i th ,  w ith  a  d e m o n ic a l  
s tin g ,  f i r s t  c o n s p ir e d  a g a in s t  the  p r ie s t s ,  and a f te rw a rd s  
a g a in s t  the  king, hav ing  f o r  t h e i r  c a p ta in s  s i r  Jo h n  O ld ­
c a s t l e  the  lo rd  C obham , and  s i r  R o g e r  A cton, knight; 
w ith  m an y  m o re  w o rd s  to  the  like p u rp o se  and  effec t,  
a s  P o ly d o re ,  and  o th e r  su ch  like c h r o n ic le r s  do w r i te  
a g a in s t  h im .  A l l  w hich  m a t t e r ,  no tw ithstand ing , the 
s a id  H all  w ith  pen , a t  the s ig h t  o f  John  B a le 's  book, 
did u t t e r ly  e x t in g u ish  and  ab o l ish ;  add ing  in  the  p lace  
t h e r e o f  the  w o rd s  of M a s t e r  B a le 's  b o o k .  46

H a l l 's  a cco u n t  of O ld c a s t le  a s  a  "v a l ia n t  c a p i ta in  and  a  h a rd y

g e n t le m a n "  is  c e r t a in ly  a  m i t ig a te d  v e r s io n  of the  o r ig in a l  s to ry ,  but it

s c a r c e ly  "fo llow eth  B a l e . "  H all  o m its  O ld c a s t le 's  n a m e  in  the  acco u n t

of the  in s u r r e c t io n  and  d e s c r ib e s  i t  th u s :

A f te r  th is  ty m e  in  a  c e r t a i n  un law fu ll a s s e m b ly  w as 
t a k e n  s i r  R o b e r t  A cton  knight, a  m a n  of g r e a te  w it & 
p o s s e s s io n ,  Jh o n  B roune  E s q u i r e ,  Jhon  B e v e r ly  c le rk e  
and  a  g r e a t  n u m b re  of o th e r  w hiche w e re  b ro u g h t to  the  
kynges  p r e s e n c e ,  and to h y m  d e c la r e d  the  c a u se  of t h e i r  
c o m m o c io n  and  r is y n g .  . . . Som e s a ie  th a t  the  o c c a s io n  
of t h e i r  dea th  w as  the  conve ig h an ce  of the  L o rd e  C obham  
out of p r i s o n e .  O th e r  w r i te  th a t  it w as  bothe f o r  t r e a s o n  
and  h e r e s y  a s  th e  r e c o r d  d e c la r e th .  C e r t a in  a f f i r m e  th a t  
i t  w as  fo r  fe in ed  c a u s e s  s u r m is e d  by the  s p i r i tu a l t i c  m o re  
o f d i s p le a s o u r  th en  t ru th :  th e  ju d g em en t w h e re o f  I leave 
to  m e n  in d if fe re n t .  F o r  s u r e l y  a l l  c o n je c tu re s  be not 
t r u e ,  n o r  a l l  w r i ty n g e s  a r e  n o t  G o sp e ll ,  & th e r e f o r e  
b e c a u s e  I w as n e th e r  a  w itn e s  of the  f a c te ,  n o r  p r e s e n t  
a t  th e  deede  I o v e r p a s s e  th a t  m a t t e r  and  b eg in  a n o th e r .

"^^Ibid.. HI, 378.

47
E d w a rd  H a lle ,  The Union of the  Two Noble and  I l lu s t r e  

F a m e l i e s  o f  L a n c a s t r e  and  Y ork  (London: R. G ra fto n i,  1548), fol. xxxv; 
H a l l 's  C h ro n ic le  (London: J .  Johnson , 1809), p. 48.
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P y n s o n 's  ed ition  of F a b y a n 's  C h ro n ic le  (1516) con ta ined  the

s ta n d a rd  a c c o u n t  of O ld c a s t le  and h is  a d h e re n ts  who a s s e m b le d  in  St.

G iles  F ie ld  w h ere  th ey  "en tendynged  th i  d e s t ru c t io n  of th is  la n d /a n d

48
su b v e rc io n  of th e  s a m e .  " R a s t e l l 's  ed it io n  of th is  s a m e  w o rk  a d m itte d

49
no changes  to  the  s to ry ,  and a lthough  the  1542 and  1559 ed it io n s  c o n ­

ta in e d  a l t e r a t io n s  and o m is s io n s  to  b r in g  th e m  in to  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  the 

R e fo rm a tio n ,  the  h i s to r y  of O ld c a s t le  r e m a in e d  untouched: S i r  John,

fo r  h e r e s y  and  t re a s o n ,  is  "hanged  upon a  new e p e y e r  of galow ys with

50
ch ay n es ,  and  a f t e r  c o n su m e d  w ith  fy re .  "

P o ly d o re  V e r g i l 's  acco u n t  of O ld c a s t le  followed the V ita  H e n r ic i

Q uinti of T i t io  L iv ius , T he  B r u t , and  F a b y a n ,  and  it b lam ed  th e  le a d e r ,

51L o rd  Cobham , fo r  the  t r e a s o n a b le  u p r is in g .  T he ch ro n ic le  of John 

H ardyng , who w as  a  c o n te m p o ra ry  o f O ld c a s t le  and had  spen t h is  youth 

w ith  the  P e r c y  fam ily  in  N o r th u m b e r la n d ,  w as  p u b lish ed  in  1543 in  two

48 /A n o m /  , P r i m a  p a r s  C ro n e c a ru m  (London: R. P y n so n ,  1516), 
fo l.  cLxxvi.

49F a b y a n 's  C ro n y c le  (London: W. R a s te l l ,  1533), fol. c lxxi.

^ ^ R o b e r t  F abyan , T he  New C h ro n ic le s  o f  E ngland  and  F r a n c e , ed. 
H e n ry  E l l i s  (London: F . C .  and J .  R iyington, 1811), p. 583.

^ ^ F o r  a n  accoun t of V e r g i l 's  s o u rc e s  s e e  C , L. K ingsfo rd ,
E n g l is h  H is to r i c a l  L i t e r a tu r e  in  the  XVth C e n tu ry  (Oxford: C la re n d o n  
P r e s s ,  1913), pp. 254-55, and  D enys Hay, The A n g lica  H is to r i a  of 
P o ly d o re  V e r g i l  (London: R oyal H is to r i c a l  S ocie ty , 1950), pp. x v ii-x x .  
T he  m idd le  books of the A n g lica  H is to r ia  w h ich  c o y e r  the p e r io d  o f the  
r e ig n s  of H e n ry  IV and H e n ry  V have  not b e e n  pu b lish ed  s in ce  th e  Leyden 
ed it io n  of 1651.
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d i s s i m i l a r  ed it ions  by R ic h a rd  G ra fton . In the S to w -G ra f to n  q u a r r e l

w hich  la t e r  ensued  o v e r  e d i to r ia l  p o l ic ie s  Stow tw it ted  G ra fto n  about

the  in c o n s is te n c ie s  th a t  o c c u r r e d  in  a lm o s t  e v e ry  page , but the accoun t

of O ld c a s t le  is  id e n t ic a l  in  both  e d it io n s .  H a rd y n g 's  h i s to r y  is  in  v e r s e

fo rm  and r e la te s  the i n s u r r e c t io n  in  t h r e e  s ta n z a s :

In h is  f y r s te  y e r e ,  th e  L o rd e  Cobham  he r e t ik e  
C onfedered  w ith  lo l l e r s  in sa p ie n t  
Agayne the  c h u rc h e  a r o s e ,  and w as  fu ll lyke 
It to  have d e s tro y e d  by th e y r  en tendm en t 
Had not the  kyng th e n  m a d e  suppow elm ent 
And put hym  f ro  the fe lde , by good d i re c c y o n  
T ha t s e m b le d  w e re ,  by g r e a te  in s u r r e c c y o n .
T h en  fled  the  lo rd e  C obham  h e x x o r io u s
To W ales ,  so  w ith  lo l l e r s  m an y  one
M usyng in  h is  opinyon venem ous
Howe th a t  he m yght d e s t ro y e  th e  ch u rc h e  anone
But God th a t  sy t  in  h e v e n  above a lone
Knowyng h is  h e r t e ,  naked  of a l l  good en ten t
L et hym  be ta k e ,  to  h av e  h is  judgem en t.

And b re n t  he w as  to  a s h e s  deed  and  pa le  5 2
T h ro u g h  c u r s e d  lyfe, thus  c a m e  h e  in  g r e a te  b a le .

S o m etim e  be tw een  1536 and 1544 R o b e r t  R ed m ay n e  co m p o sed  a

L a tin  life of H e n ry  V w hich  p r a i s e d  the  "King of fam o u s  m e m o ry "  but

a l s o  r e v e a le d  th e  a u th o r 's  sy m p a th y  w ith  O ld c a s t le 's  c a u s e .  R edm ayne

spoke o f  O ld c a s t le 's  f a m ily  a s  " m i l i t i s ,  f o r t i s  v i r i  e t  o p t im i eq u it is

d e s c e n d e r in t ,  " and th a t  the  c le rg y  w hich  p u r su e d  h im  w e re  " p e r d i t i

h o m in e s . "  T h is  m a n u s c r ip t  w as  d e d ic a te d  to  the  E a r l  of Huntingdon, but

52
T he C h ro n ic le  of Jh o n  H ardyng  (Londini: R ic h a rd i  G rafton i,  

1543), fo l.  c c v i i i .
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th e r e  is  no ev idence  th a t  it w as pub lished  in  the s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry .

T h o m a s  L anquet ed ited  C o o p e r 's  C h ro n ic le  in 1560; the  s to r y  of

O ld c a s t le 's  h e r e s y  and t r e a s o n  follow s the  o ld e r  acco u n ts  o f  the  u p r is in g .

54T h e re  is  noth ing  in  th is  w o rk  about O ld c a s t le 's  dea th . In  1568 R ic h a rd

G rafton  p u b lish ed  h is  own h i s to r i c a l  w ork , T h is  C h ro n ic le  of B re tey n .

but in  i t  we find the a u th o r  s id e - s te p p in g  th e  touchy  i s s u e  of O ld c a s t le 's

t r e a s o n  and r e f e r r in g  the  r e a d e r  to  F o x e 's  h i s to ry :

And in  th is  f i r s t  y e re .  S ir  John O ld e c a s te l l ,  w h ich  
by h is  wife w as  c a l le d  L o rd e  C obham , a  va liaun t 
C ap ta in e  and an  h a rd ie  G en te lm an , w as  a c c u s e d  unto 
the  A rc h e b ish o p  of C a n to rb u ry  of c e r t a in e  poyntes  of 
h e r e s i e .  But fo r  th a t  I have  not p u rp o se d  in  th is  
h i s to r i é  to  w r i te  of any  m a t t e r  th a t  s p e c ia l ly  co n -  
c e r n e th  re l ig io n ,  I w il l  t h e r e fo r e  r e f e r r e  you to  the  
booke of M onum entes  of the  C hurch , w h e re  the  w hole  
h i s to r i é  of th is  G en te lm an  and m a n y  o th e r s  is  a t  
la rg e  d e s c r ib e d  and se tfo o r th .

But by f a r  the  m o s t  in te r e s t in g  acco u n t of the  O ld cas t le  s to r y  w hich  T u d o r

c h r o n ic le r s  p r in te d  is  th a t  of John  Stow. Stow w as  a  t a i l o r  fo r  m an y

y e a r s ,  but he p u r su e d  h is  a n t iq u a r ia n  i n t e r e s t s  con a m o r e  a l l  h is  life .

Im pinged by  p o v er ty ,  he ye t m an ag ed  som ehow  to  buy the  c o l le c t io n  of

r a r e  books and m a n u s c r ip t s  of R eg ina ld  W olfe (the p r o je c to r  of H o lin sh e d 's

53 R o b e r t  R edm ayne , "V ita  H e n r ic i  Q uinti,  " ed . C . A . C ole  in  
M e m o r ia ls  o f H e n ry  T he F i f th , p. 15.

54
C o o p e r 's  C h ro n ic le  unto the  la te  d e a th  of Q ueene M a r ie  

(London: T .  B e r th e le t te s ,  1560), fo l. 255^.

55 R ic h a rd  G rafton , T h is  C h ro n ic le  of B re te y n  (London:
R. T o tty ll ,  1568), p. 444.
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C h ro n ic le s ) upon th a t  a n t iq u a r ia n 's  d ea th  in  1573. When Stow p u b lished

h is  f i r s t  acco u n t  of the  O ld cas t le  a f f a i r  in  A S u m m a r ie  of E n g ly sh e

C h ro n ic le s  (1 565), he l is ted  only H a ll  a s  h is  s o u rc e ,  and  h is  b r ie f

d e s c r ip t io n  of the  St. G iles  in s u r r e c t io n  is  c a l le d  a  m ee tin g  o f  " a d h e re n ts

of S yr John O ld c a s te l l"  who w e re ,  h e  d e c la re d ,  so  n u m e ro u s  th a t  a l l  the

p r i s o n s  in  and about London w e re  fu ll .  A lthough Stow w as c a l le d  b e fo re

th e  P r iv y  C ouncil  in 1568 fo r  h is  p o s s e s s io n  of " c u r io u s  books"  and h is

" c o n s e r v a t i s m "  in re l ig io n ,  he w as  b e f r ie n d e d  by A rc h b ish o p  P a r k e r .

It w as Stow who ed ited  the  beau tifu l ed it io n s  of W a ls in g h a m 's  H is to r ia

57
B r e v is  (1574) and  Ypodigm a N e u s t ra e  (1574) fo r  th e  A rc h b ish o p .  And

w hen  Stow b rough t out the  e n la rg e d  ed it io n  of h is  A n n a le s  of E n g lan d  in

1592, he d ed ica ted  it to  A rc h b ish o p  W hitg ift.  Stow had  by th is  t im e

ex am in ed  th e  a v a i la b le  s o u rc e s  and  he  w ro te  a  leng thy  acco u n t of the

O ld c a s t le  a f f a i r .  "T h is  John w as a  s t ro n g  m an , " Stow w ro te ,  " a n d  a

m e e te ly  good m a n  of w a r ,  but he w as a  m o s t  p e r v e r s e  e n im ie  to  the

s ta te  o f  the c h u rc h  a t  th a t  t im e .  " S tow 's  acco u n t of the  u p r is in g  is

d e ta i le d .  He d e s c r ib e s  the  a l a c r i t y  o f  the  m a y o r  who

. . . about X o f the  c locke  a t  n ight w ent h im  se lfe  w ith  
a  s t ro n g  pow er, to  the s ig n e  of th e  Axe w ithou te  B ishops

Jo h n  Stow, A  S u m m a r ie  of E n g ly sh e  C h ro n ic le s  (London:
T .  M a rs h e ,  1565), pp . 138-39.

57 T h o m a s  W als ingham , H i s to r i a  B re v is  a b  E d w ard o  P r im o  ad  
H e n r ic u m  Q uintum  (London: H. B innem an , 1574); Y podigm a N e u s t r ia e  
v e l  N o rm a n n ia e  (London: J .  Day, 1574).
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gate ,  w h e re  they  ap p reh en d ed  th e  m a n  of the  house  
c a l le d  John B ur ga te  c a r p e n te r  and  vi o th e r ,  one of 
th em  being a  e s q u ir e  belonging to  S i r  John O ld -c a s te l l ,  
and sen t  th em  to  E l th a m ,  w h e re  th e y  c o n fe s se d  befo re  
the  k. th a t  they  w e re  c o n fe d e ra te  w ith  S ir  John  O ld ­
c a s te l l ,  to  fight a g a in s t  h im  and h is  lo rd s  in  S. G iles  
f ie ld  above H o lbo rne .

Stow d e s c r ib e s  the K ing 's  d e te rm in a t io n  to  take  the  f ie ld  w hen he h e a rd

of th e  plot to  d e s t r o y  h is  r e g im e ,  and h is  s u c c e s s  in  defea ting  the

s u r p r i s e d  r e b e ls :

. . .  he  w ent in to  th e  f ie ld  w hen it  w as  l i t t le  p a s t  
m idn igh t,  w ith  a  g r e a t  a r m ie ,  f o r  h ee  w as w a rn e d  
th a t  S i r  John  O ld -c a s te l l ,  and S i r  R o g e r  A cton , would 
bee  in  the  s a m e  f ie ld  on  the  next d a y  follow ing w ith  
25000 people : and  th e  s a m e  night w e re  ta k e n  m o re  
th e n  fo u r  e s c o re  m e n  in  a r m o r  of the  s a m e  fac tion , 
fo r  m a n y  th a t  c a m e  f r o  f a r ,  not knowing the  kings 
c a m p e  to  be in  the  f ie ld ,  w e re  ta k e n  by th e  s a m e  and 
s e n t  to  p r is o n ,  & being  dem aunded  whom  th e y  sought, m a d e  
a n s w e re  the  lo rd  C o b h a m . The r u m o u r  of th is ,  co m m in g  
to  th e  e a r e s  of the  c a p ta in e s  th a t  w e r e  th e  k ings  e n im ie s ,  
th ey  w e re  w oonderfu lly  d is c o u ra g e d ,  and th a t  the  m o re ,  
b ic a u se  none cam e  to  th em  out of London, f ro m  w hence 
th ey  looked fo r  m an y  th o u sa n d s ,  w h e re u p o n  th ey  fled 
to  sav e  th e m s e lv e s ,  and  the  kings m e n  folow ing them  
tooke so m e , and s le in  o th e r ,  but w h e re  t h e i r  c ap ta in  
w as  b ecom e would not be known.

S tow 's  a cco u n t  of O ld c a s t le 's  f in a l  a p p e a ra n c e  b e fo re  P a r l i a m e n t  and h is

ex ecu tion  is  lengthy  and  in c lu d es  m u ch  f ro m  W als in g h am  and O t te rb o u rn e .

T h is  d e ta i le d  v e r s io n  f ro m  S to w 's  A nnals  m u s t  of c o u r s e  be c o m p a re d  w ith

H o lin sh e d 's  C h ro n ic le s  w h e re  we find a  f a sc in a t in g  exafnp le  of p o l i t ic a l

58
John  Stow, The A n n a le s  o f E n g lan d  (London: R. N ew bery , 

1592), pp. 550-51 .
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and s o c ia l  p r e s s u r e s  shap ing  e d i to r ia l  p o licy . F i r s t ,  it should  be 

r e m e m b e re d  th a t  Stow he lped  ed it  th e  C h ro n ic le s  a f t e r  H o lin sh e d 's  

d e a th  in  1580, and he  w ro te  the  co n tin u a t io n  w hich  b ro u g h t the  h i s to r y  

up to  th e  date of the second  ed it io n  (1585-87). T he ch e c k s  and c e n s o r ­

sh ip  w h ich  Stow en c o u n te re d  a s  c o - e d i to r  of th is  w o rk  m a y  accoun t fo r  

the  d e ta i le d  d e s c r ip t io n  of O ld c a s t le  which he p r in te d  in  h is  own A n n a ls : 

and h is  f r u s t r a t io n  m a y  a lso  a cco u n t  fo r  the  v e h e m e n c e  in h is  r e p o r t in g

of the  M ain  and Bye p lo ts  in  1603 w hich  he indexed , " a n o th e r  L o rd  C obham

59a r r a ig n e d ,  and the m a n n e r  of i t  is  a  fine s to r y .  " It should  be r e m e m b e re d  

too th a t  both the 1577 and the  1585-87 ed it io n s  of H o lin sh e d 's  C h ro n ic le s  

w e re  d e d ic a te d  "to the  R ight H o n o rab le  and  h is  s in g u la r  good L o rd  and 

m a i s t e r ,  S. W illiam  B rooke  Knight, L o rd  W a rd e n  of the  Cinque P o r t e s ,  

and B a ro n  of C obham . " The e p is t le  d e d ic a to ry  and th e  D e s c r ip t io n  of 

E n g land , which is  u sed  a s  an  in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  C h r o n ic le s , w e re  w r i t t e n  

by W ill iam  H a r r i s o n ,  the  ho u seh o ld  c h ap la in  of L o rd  C obham . F u r t h e r ­

m o re ,  th e  account of E l iz a b e th 's  r e ig n  in  Book HI is  fo llow ed by a  

s e v e n te e n -p a g e  " t r e a t i s e  of the  L o rd  C o b h am s"  w r i t t e n  by  F r a n c i s  Thynne , 

a  K e n tish  an t iq u a r ia n  who l a t e r  b e c a m e  L a n c a s t e r  h e r a ld .  T h is  eu logy  

co n ta in ed  a  h is to ry  o f the  t h r e e  b ra n c h e s  of th e  C obham  fam ily ,  a  h i s to r y  

w hich  e x a g g e ra te d  th e  h e ro ic  d eed s  of the  L o rd  C obham s but e x c is e d  a l l

59
John Stow, A n n a le s ,  o r ,  A  G e n e ra l  C h ro n ic le  of England  

(London: R. M eighen, 1631),
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the  t r e a s o n .  The P r iv y  C ouncil (of w h ich  C obham  w as a  new m e m b e r )

o rd e re d  the  ex p u rg a tio n  of T h y n n e 's  t r e a t i s e  and  a p p ro x im a te ly  one

hund red  a d d it io n a l  p ag es  f ro m  Books U and  111. The only exp lana tion

th a t  h as  b een  su g g e s te d  fo r  th e s e  c e n s u r e s  is  th a t  L ord  C obham  w as out

of fav o r  a t  c o u r t  a t  th is  t im e .  We do know th a t  A rc h b ish o p  W hitgift took

61
an  ac t iv e  p a r t  in  th is  e x p u rg a t io n  of H o l in sh e d 's  C h r o n ic le s .

In H o lin sh e d 's  acco u n t  of S ir  Jo h n  O ld c a s t le  the  knight is  c a l le d

"a  va lian t  c a p te ine and  a  h a rd ie  g e n t le m a n .  " He is  m ade  to  thank  the

King fo r  hav ing  " lov ing lie  ad m o n ish e d  h im , " and  he  o f fe rs  " a n  h u ndred

knights  and e s q u i r e s  to  com e to h is  p u rg a t io n ,  o r  e l s e  to  f igh t in  open

l i s t s  in  d e fen se  o f h is  ju s t  c a u s e .  " T he  le a d e r s h ip  and r e s p o n s ib i l i ty

fo r  the u p r is in g  a r e  a t t r ib u te d  to  S ir  R o g e r  A cton , and O ld c a s t le 's

p r e s e n c e  a t  St. G iles  F ie ld  is  ques tio n ed :

But w h e th e r  he c a m e  th i t h e r  a t  a l l ,  o r  m ad e  sh if t  fo r  
h im  se lfe  to get aw a ie ,  i t  dooth  not a p p e a re ;  fo r  he 
could  not be h e a r d  o f th a t  t im e  (as  T h o m a s  W als in g h am  
co n fe sse th ) .  A lthough th e  king by p ro c la m a t io n  p r o m is e d  
a  th o u san d  m a r k s  to  h im  th a t  could  b r in g  h im  foo rth ,  
w ith  g r e a t  l ib e r t i e s  to  the  c i t ie s  o r  tow nes  th a t  would 
d i s c o v e r  w h ere  h e  w a s .  By th is  it m a ie  a p p e a re ,  how 
g r e a t l i e  he w as be loved , th a t  t h e r e  could  not one be 
found, th a t  fo r  so  g r e a t  a  r e w a rd  w ould b r in g  h im  to  light.

60
R a p h a e l  Ho Unshed, T he  C h ro n ic le s  o f E ng land , Scot lan d e , and  

I r e  lande (London: J .  H a r iso n ,  G. B ishop , R . N ew b er ie ,  H . D enham ,
T . W oodcocke, 1585-87), HI, 1499-1516.
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PN B. XXVn, 132.
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H o lin sh ed 's  d e s c r ip t io n  of O ld c a s t le 's  c a p tu re  an d  d ea th  is  s im p le  and 

h e ro ic :

About the s a m e  s e a s o n  w as  s i r  John  O ld c a s te l l ,  
lo rd  Cobham  ta k e n  . . . not w ithout d a n g e r  and h u r ts  
of so m e  th a t  w e re  a t  the  tak in g  of h im : f o r  th ey  could  
not ta k e  h im , t i l l  he w as wounded h im s e l f e .  . . . 
s h o r t  lie a f t e r  he w as  b rough t b e fo re  the  duke of 
B edford , re g en t  of the r e a lm e ,  and th e  o th e r  e s ta te s ,  
w h e re  in  the end he w as condem ned , and f in a l  lie was 
d ra w e n  f ro m  the  T o w er  unto s a in t  G iles  f ie ld ,  and 
th e r e  hanged  in  a  cha ine  by  th e  m id d le ,  and  a f t e r  
co n su m ed  w ith  f i r e ,  the  g a l lo w es  and  a l l .

T h e se  d i s p a r a te  acc o u n ts  of th e  h i s to r y  o f S i r  John O ld c a s t le  

w e re  a v a ilab le  to  the  E n g l ish  d r a m a t i s t s  who in  the  la s t  d ecad e  of the  

s ix teen th  c e n tu ry  w e re  s if t in g  th ro u g h  the c h ro n ic le s  fo r  p lo t  m a t e r i a l s  

w hich  would cap tiv a te  t h e i r  a u d ie n c e s  and f l a t t e r  t h e i r  p a t r o n s .  The 

m a te r i a l s  f o r  a  rau co u s  p a sq u il  o f  O ld c a s t le  w e r e  p ro v id e d  by the  c o n ­

f lic t in g  r e p o r t s  of th a t  k n ig h t 's  p u ta tiv e  h e r o i s m ,  m undane  m o ra l i ty ,  

m a r ty r d o m  o r  cu lp ab il i ty .  O ld c a s t le 's  a p p e a ra n c e  upon the  E l iz a b e th a n  

s ta g e  is not s u rp r i s in g ;  i t  would h ave  b een  s t r a n g e  indeed h ad  the  knight 

not m ade  h is  e n t ra n c e  in  an y  d r a m a t iz a t io n  o f th e  life  of H en ry  V. It 

would be fond and  e x tra n e o u s  to  s ta te  h e r e  th a t  S h a k e s p e a re 's  p o r t r a y a l  

of com ic  c h a r a c t e r  is  u n t ra m m e le d  by tw e n t ie th -c e n tu ry  inh ib it ions  (o r  

m a n y  s ix te e n th -c e n tu ry  inh ib it io n s  fo r  th a t  m a t t e r ) .  We w il l  f ind th a t  a  

n u m b e r  of the  even ts  of O ld c a s t le 's  h i s to r y  a r e  su b tly  su g g e s te d  in  the

62
C h ro n ic le s  (1585-87), IH, 544, 561.
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a c t io n s  and c h a r a c te r iz a t io n  o f F a ls ta f f ;  and  w ith  th e se  h i s to r i c a l  

a l lu s io n s  a r e  ployed j ib e s  a t  th e  c o n te m p o r a ry  L o rd s  of C obham  - -  

bad inage b ased  upon the  q u e s tio n a b le  lo y a lty  of th a t  f a m ily  to  E l i z a ­

b e th ’s c ro w n .



C H A PTE R  UI 

THE HENRY IV PLA Y S

The g r e a t  body of p a ra m y th ic  c r i t i c i s m  w hich a d h e r e s  to F a l s t a f f  

o r  to  any  d is c u s s io n  of S h a k e s p e a re 's  fam o u s  co m ic  c h a r a c t e r  is  b a se d  

upon th e  com plex  p re s e n ta t io n  of S ir  John  in  th e  two p a r t s  of the H e n ry  IV 

p lay s ,  so  it  is  w ith  th e s e  h i s to r i e s  th a t  1 w ish  to  beg in  th e  d is c u s s io n  of 

S h a k e s p e a re 's  a l lu s io n s  to  the  L o rd s  of C obham , a lthough, c h ro n o lo g i­

ca lly ,  th e s e  p lay s  do not co n ta in  the f i r s t  su ch  r e f e r e n c e s ,  a s  we sh a l l  

s e e .

F a l s t a f f 's  in i t ia l  e n t r a n c e  in  1 H e n ry  IV is  in  th e  second  sc e n e  

of A c t I; he . P r in c e  H al, and P o in s  d i s c u s s  p r e p a ra t io n s  fo r  the  G ads 

H ill  r o b b e ry .  The c i r c u l a r  s t r u c tu r e  of th i s  sc e n e  is  c o n tr iv e d  by opening 

and c lo s in g  r e f e r e n c e s  to  t im e ,  r e f e r e n c e s  th a t  a r e  r e in fo rc e d  th roughou t 

the  H e n ry  IV p lays  by r e p e t i t io n .   ̂ If  fo r  a  m o m e n t  we c a n  o b l i te ra te  

tw e n t ie th -c e n tu ry  sp e c u la t io n s  on p h i lo so p h ic a l  t im e ,  I would like to  su g g es t

^S cho la rs  have  p ro v id e d  n u m e ro u s  su g g e s t io n s  a s  to  the  m ean in g  
o f th e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  to  t im e ;  s e e  The V a r io ru m  S h a k e s p e a re , pp. 26-27  
and The A rd e n  S h a k e s p e a re , pp. 9 -1 1 .  A  d i s c u s s io n  of th e  re la t io n s h ip  
of S i r  H e n ry  Cobham  w ith  the  School of N ight w il l  be found in  C h a p te r  VII 
of th is  s tudy .

55
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th a t  the  r e p e a te d  idea  of H a l 's  r e m a r k  to  F a l s t a f f ,  "w hat a  dev il  h a s t

thou  to  do w ith  the  t im e  of day, " is  a  r a th e r  s im p le  a e s th e t ic  m a n e u v e r

to  convey a n  a t t r ib u te  of t i m e l e s s n e s s  to  the  F a l s t a f f -O ld c a s t l e  c h a r a c t e r ,

and tha t  c h a r a c t e r  i s ,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  one of d ish o n e s ty  and d is lo y a l ty .

T h is  a e s th e t ic  dev ice  e m p h a s iz e s  a  th e m a t ic  s ta te m e n t  w hich  th r e a d s

th ro u g h  the  h i s to r y  p la y s ;  th e  p ro g e n e  ra t io n  o f r e b e l l io n  o r ,  a s  the re b e ls

in  2 H e n ry  IV e x c la im .

And though w ee h e r e  f a l l  downe,
W ee h au e  Supply e s ,  to  se c o n d  o u r  A ttem p t:
If th e y  m i s - c a r r y ,  t h e i r s  s h a l l  second  th e m .
And so, s u c c e s s e  of M isc h ie fe  s h a l l  be b o rn e .
And H e i r e  f ro m  H e ire  s h a l l  ho ld  th is  Q u a r r e l  up.
W hiles  E ng lan d  s h a l l  h av e  g e n e ra t io n .

( IV . i i .  47-52)

The d is lo y a l ty  of the  C o b h am s a s  w e l l  a s  th a t  o f  the  P e r c i e s  w as  s o m e ­

th ing  th a t  h a d  b eco m e h e r e d i t a r y ;  in  th e se  p la y s  a l lu s io n s  to  O ld c a s t le 's  

t r e a s o n  and to  th a t  of th e  l a t e r  L o rd s  of C obham  a p p e a r  c o n c o m ita n tly  

un til  F a l s t a f f  b e c o m e s  a  c o l le c t iv e  f ig u re  th a t  r e p r e s e n t s  the  p ro c l iv i ty  

to  t r e a s o n  found in  the  m e m b e r s  of th a t  line.

S h a k e s p e a r e ’s a l lu s io n s  to  th e  O ld c a s t le  legend ta k e  the  fo rm  of 

fo resh ad o w in g  r e m a r k s  w hich  a r e  s a tu r a te d  in  d r a m a t ic  i ro n y ,  fo r  the

p lay w rig h t h a s  g iven  the  P r in c e  a n  a w a r e n e s s  (as  indeed  the  E l iz a b e th a n

2
aud ience  w a s  a w a re )  of the  u l t im a te  end of O ld c a s t le 's  a c t io n s .  Thus 

2
T h e  only  fu l l - le n g th  s tu d y  o f  the  a l lu s io n s  to  O ld c a s t le  in  S h a k e ­

s p e a r e 's  h i s t o r y  p lay s  i s  th a t  of W ilhe lm  von B a e sk e ,  " O ld c a s t l e - F a l s t a f f  
in  d e r  e n g l isc h e n  L i t e r a tu r e  b is  z u  S h a k e s p e a re ,  " P a l a e s t r a . L  (1905), 
1-119. B a e sk e  d e s c r ib e s  a  s te a d y  d e t e r io r a t io n  in  O ld c a s t le 's  fam e  u n ti l
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in  the  f i r s t  co m ic  scen e  the  P r in c e  ta u n ts  F a l s t a f f  w ith  am biguous  

r e f e r e n c e s  to  the  ga llow s and  to  F a l s t a f f ' s  having  " the  hanging of the 

th e e u e s ,  and so becom e a  r a r e  hangm an , " ( l in es  55, 63-4), W hen H al 

d a l l ie s  w ith  the  id ea  of the  ro b b e ry  and th r e a te n s  to  t a r r y  a t  h o m e, "by 

the  lo rd ,  " r e p l ie s  F a ls ta f f ,  " i le  be a  t r a i t o r  then , w hen thou  a r t  king, " 

(line 141). In d r a m a t ic  co n tex t  th e se  l in es  a r e  co m ic ;  in  h i s to r i c a l  

con tex t,  i ro n ic  and  t ru e .

A llu s io n s  a r e  com pounded  a s  the  G ads H il l  ro b b e ry  is  p lanned .

T o  F a l s t a f f ' s  t h r e a t s  of a m en d in g  h is  lo o se  liv ing  H al s u g g e s ts  th e  a m e n d ­

m e n t w il l  be one f ro m  p ra y in g  to  p u r s e - s n a tc h in g ,  and  F a l s t a f f  r e jo in s ,  

"why H all ,  t i s  m y  v o ca tion  H all ,  t i s  no s in n e  fo r  a  m a n  to  la b o r  in  h is  

vocation , " ( lines  100-101). The "v o ca tio n "  o f  r o b b e ry  a t  G ads H ill  w as 

so m e th in g  the  c o n te m p o ra ry  E l iz a b e th a n  m ig h t  ju s t ly  a s s o c ia te  w ith  the  

L o rd s  o f Cobham  who held  th e  office  of W a rd e n  o f  th e  Clinque P o r t s .  Gads 

H il l  w as a  lonely  s t r e t c h  of the  m a in  h ighw ay f ro m  London to  D o v er ,  and 

i t  lay so m e  two m i le s  n o r th w e s t  of R o c h e s te r  and th r e e  m i le s  n o r th  of 

Cobham , th e  fa m ily  m a n o r  of the  B a ro n s  of C obham . Gads H ill  w as

the  t im e  of th e  R e fo rm a tio n  w hen  the  P r o te s t a n t  w r i t e r s  d rew  "one g o ld -  
s iz e d  p o r t r a i t ,  a  s a c r e d  p ic tu r e  o v e r  w h ich  th e  R e n a is s a n c e  d iffu sed  i ts  
s p le n d o r , "  p .  69. He s u g g e s ts  th a t  a f t e r  the  1560 's  and  1570 's  O ld c a s t le 's  
m a r ty r d o m  faded f ro m  view, and  th e r e f o r e  S h a k e s p e a re  re l in g u ish e d  the 
s a t i r i c a l  c a r i c a t u r e  of th e  " fo lk -v e r s io n "  on  a e s th e t ic  g ro u n d s ,  and th a t  
th e  p lay w rig h t  does  not p e r m i t  a  m o r a l  judgm ent to  a r i s e ,  p . 105. B aesk e  
found v e r y  few a l lu s io n s  to  th e  O ld c a s t le  legend  in  S h a k e s p e a re ’s p lays ;  
he  t r a c e s  th e  l i t e r a r y  m o d es  of c l a s s i c a l  and  m e d ie v a l  d r a m a  a s  th ey  
in fluenced  S h a k e s p e a re 's  c r e a t iv e  pen.
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n o to r io u s  fo r  r o b b e r ie s  even  b e fo re  E l i z a b e th 's  r e ig n .  In 1558 T h o m as  

P h a e r  e n te r e d  a  b a l la d  e n t i t le d  "T h e  R o b b e ry  a t  G a d sh i l l"  in  the S ta t io n ­

e r s '  R e g i s t e r .  ^ We know a ls o  tha t  A le x a n d e r  Nowell, going to  h is  new 

b en ef ice  in  Kent in  M ay of 1559, w as  robbed  of h is  p u r s e ,  h is  gown, and

h is  cap  a t  "G ad d y 's  H il l ,  " and th a t  he w a rn e d  h is  f r ie n d ,  a  M r .  A bell,

4
to  " tak e  h eed  you com e not th e r e .  " But the im p o r ta n t  in c id en ts  fo r  

th is  s tudy  a r e  th o se  " d ip lo m a tic "  r o b b e r i e s  w hich  o c c u r r e d  in  M a ry 's  

and E l i z a b e th 's  r e ig n s  w hen  the  c o u r i e r s  of the  fo re ig n  a m b a s s a d o r s  

w e re  w ay la id  by the  L o rd  W a rd e n 's  m e n  and th e i r  p a c k e ts  s e a rc h e d  fo r  

s e c r e t  in te l l ig e n c e .  S ince  no c o u r i e r  cou ld  leav e  E ng land  w ithout a 

s p e c ia l  p a s s p o r t  s ig n ed  fo r  each  t r i p  by the  L o rd  W ard en ,  no packet 

could  e n te r  o r  leave  th e  c o u n try  w ithout h is  know ledge. T he f i r s t  su ch  

d ip lo m a tic  e sc a p a d e  in  E l iz a b e th 's  r e ig n  of w hich  we have  ev idence 

o c c u r r e d  in 1562.

W ill iam , se v e n th  B a ro n  of C obham , su c c e e d e d  to  th e  fam ily  

t i t l e  in  1558 on the  dea th  of h is  f a th e r ,  G eo rg e ,  s ix th  L o rd  C obham  of 

the  B rooke  f a m ily .  T he  office  of the  W a rd e n  of th e  C inque P o r t s ,  w hich  

th e  e ld e r  L o rd  C obham  h a d  he ld , w as  so o n  b es to w ed  upon h is  son. T he  

young Q ueen E l iz a b e th  t r u s t e d  the  new L o rd  C obham , who w as  a  p e r s o n a l  

f r ie n d  and fo llo w e r  of S i r  W ill iam  C e c il ,  and she  s e le c te d  L o rd  Cobham

^The V a r io ru m  S h a k e s p e a re ,  pp. 38-39.

4
C a le n d a r  o f  S ta te  P a p e r s , F o r e ig n ,  1558-1559 , p. 288.
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a s  the s p e c ia l  a m b a s s a d o r  to  B r u s s e l s  to  c a r r y  the fo rm a l  an n o u n ce ­

m en t of Q ueen M a ry 's  d ea th  and of h e r  own a c c e s s io n  to  P h i l ip  II. L o rd  

C obham  conducted  h im s e l f  w ell on th is  t r ip ,  and  R ic h a rd  Clough, S ir

T h o m as  G r e s h a m 's  a g e n t  in  F l a n d e r s ,  d e s c r ib e d  h im  a s  " a  v e ry  gen tle

5
and sage  young lo rd  o f whom he  w ish ed  th e r e  w e re  m o re  in  E ngland . "

But th e  Count de F e r i a  h a s  left ev idence  th a t  the  young L o rd  Cobham 

w as a l s o  in g ra t ia t in g  h im s e l f  w ith  the S pan ish . "C obham  h a s  been, and 

is ,  so  z ea lo u s  w ith  h is  l e t t e r s  f ro m  B r u s s e l s ,  " the Count w ro te ,  " th a t  

i t  h as  b een  n e c e s s a r y  to m an ag e  h im  a  l i t t le ,  and h is  lo rd s h ip  has  t h e r e ­

fo re  thought w e ll  to  p r o m is e  h im  a  pen s io n , a l though  he had  not to ld  h im  

how m u ch  it  w il l  b e .  " The Count added  f u r th e r  th a t  the  M a rc h io n e s s  of 

N o rth am p to n , C o b h a m 's  s i s t e r ,  "h a s  s e rv e d  H is  M a je s ty  w hen o p p o r ­

tun ity  h a s  o c c u r r e d .  By 1562 te n s io n  be tw een  Spain, F r a n c e ,  and 

E ng land  had  g r e a t ly  in te n s if ie d ,  and  E u ro p e a n  d ip lo m a tic  m a n e u v e rs  

w e r e  b ecom ing  m o re  co m p lex . F r a n c e  w as  fac ing  c iv i l  w a r  a f t e r  the  

a t r o c i ty  a t  V assy ; E l iz a b e th  w as be ing  u rg e d  by the  P r o te s t a n t s  to  send  

tan g ib le  a s s i s t a n c e  to th e  P r in c e  o f Conde in  h is  con flic t  w ith  the  G uise 

fam ily ,  w hile  P h i l ip  w as  m ak ing  e v e ry  e f fo r t  to  keep  E l iz a b e th  n e u t ra l .  

M a ry  S tu a r t ,  now in Scotland , w as  u rg in g  E l iz a b e th  to  announce pub lic ly  

h e r  r ig h tfu l  c la im  a s  h e i r - a p p a r e n t  to  the  E n g l is h  th ro n e .  A t the  s a m e

^ C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . F o r e ig n , 1558-1559 . p .  13. 

^C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s , S p a n ish . 1558-1567. p .  36.
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t im e  the  G uise  fac tion , to  g a in  double in d e m n ity  in th e i r  m a n e u v e r s  to 

c o n t ro l  the E n g l is h  s u c c e s s io n ,  w e r e  seek in g  t i e s  w ith Lady M a rg a r e t ,  

C o u n te ss  o f  Lennox, and h e r  e ld e s t  son, D a rn le y ,  w hose c la im s  to  the 

E n g l ish  th ro n e  w e re  d e r iv e d  th ro u g h  H e n ry  V II 's  d a u g h te r ,  M a rg a r e t .

But Spain  too  w as i n t e r e s t e d  in  the c la im s  of th e  C o u n tess  of Lennox, 

and th e  S p an ish  A m b a s s a d o r ,  A lv a r e z  de Q u a d ra ,  B ishop  of A qu ila ,  had 

been  in s t r u c te d  to in v e s t ig a te  h e r  c la im s  and th e  p o ten tia l  back ing  w hich  

the  E n g l ish  C a th o lic s  m ig h t  be ex p e c te d  to  p ro v id e  fo r  h e r .  De Q u a d ra  

w as  living in  D u rh a m  H ouse  in  London, and he  r e c e iv e d  th e r e  not only 

the  d isa f fe c te d  C a th o lic s  who a t te n d e d  m a s s  in h i s  ch ap e l  but a l s o  i n f o r ­

m a tio n  f ro m  a  w id e - s p r e a d  n e tw o rk  of s p ie s  and  in f o r m e r s .  De Q u a d ra  

had  r e c e n t ly  su ffe re d  a  s e t - b a c k  in  h is  s e c r e t  n eg o tia t io n s  to  en co u rag e  

L o rd  R o b e r t  D u d le y 's  m a r r i a g e  w ith  E l iz a b e th ;  th e  u n tim e ly  d ea th  of 

A m y R o b s a r t  and E l i z a b e th 's  a p p a r e n t  r e t u r n  to  s a n i ty  had, by  the  s p r in g  

o f  1562, p la c e d  C e c il  once  a g a in  in  c o n t ro l  of d ip lo m a tic  a f f a i r s  in  E n g land . 

E a r l y  in  1562 de Q u ad ra  s e n t  D o c to r  T u r n e r ,  a  C a tho lic  p r i e s t ,  to  the 

D u c h e ss  of P a r m a  w ith  in fo rm a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  the  c la im s  o f th e  C o u n tess  

of Lennox an d  with a  d e ta i le d  l i s t  of the  d is a f fe c te d  C a th o lic s  in  E ng land  

who w e re  w ill in g  to  b a c k  th o se  c l a im s .  W hen D o c to r  T u r n e r  d ied  in 

F l a n d e r s ,  de Q u a d ra 's  s e c r e t a r y ,  B o rg h e s e  V en tu r in i ,  r e tu rn e d  to  E n g lan d  

w ith  the  d ip lo m a tic  p a p e r s ,  but d e l iv e re d  th e m  to  de Q u a d ra  only  a f t e r  

m ak in g  s e c r e t  cop ies  of th e m , and th e s e  he  o f fe re d  to  C e c il .  On the  30th 

of A p r i l  de Q u a d ra  s e n t  a n o th e r  S p an ish  c o u r i e r  to  the C on tinen t;  a t  th e
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in s t ig a t io n  of C e c i l  the  c o u r i e r  w as robbed  a t G ads H il l  by the C obham  

b r o th e r s  who w e re  d isg u ise d  a s  h ighw aym en . T he d ip lo m a tic  pack e t 

w as  taken , and the next day  two of the  l e s s e r  C a th o l ic s  w e re  lodged in 

the  T o w e r .  The C a tho lic  n o b lem en  who w e re  im p l ic a te d  by th is  e x p o su re  

w e re  L o rd  M ontague, th e  E a r l  of W e s tm o re la n d ,  the  E a r l  of N o r th u m b e r -

7
land, and the  E a r l  of D e rb y .  On the  5th of May, de Q u a d ra  w ro te  a g a in  

to  th e  D u ch ess  of P a r m a  exp la in ing  w hat had happened:

On the  30th u l t im o  I w ro te  to y o u r  H ig h n ess  g iving 
adv ice  of th e  a r r i v a l  o f the Count de R o u ssy  h e r e  f ro m  
F r a n c e  and the d e p a r tu r e  of H e n ry  S idney th i th e r  on 
b eh a lf  of th is  Q ueen. I thought i t  w as of so m e  im p o r ta n c e  
th a t  y o u r  H ig h n ess  should  have  t im e ly  new s of w hat w as 
going on and, a s  by w a it in g  fo r  the  o r d in a ry  p o s t  the 
l e t t e r s  would no t r e a c h  you fo r  a t  l e a s t  12 d a y s ,  I 
d e sp a tc h e d  a  F le m is h  c o u r ie r ,  who is  one of th e  r e g u la r  
m e n  and a  t ru s tw o r th y  p e r s o n ,  w ith  the  id e a  th a t ,  s ee in g  
the  fine w e a th e r  we w e r e  hav ing , h e  would a r r i v e  in  th r e e  
d a y s .  He left London on W ed n esd ay  a f t e r  m id n ig h t,  and 
w ent to  G ra v e se n d  by w a te r .  L eav ing  h is  inn  n ex t m o rn in g  
he w as a c c o m p a n ie d  by fo u r  h o r s e m e n  in  th e  d r e s s  of 
g e n tle m e n , and th e se ,  w ith  two o th e r s  who h ad  p re c e d e d  
th em  on foot, s topped  h im  two m i le s  f ro m  G ra v e se n d  and 
kept h im  in  a  h ouse  a l l  T h u r s d a y  u n ti l  F r id a y  m o rn in g .
They s ig n if ied  to  h im  th a t  th ey  w e re  a f t e r  s o m e  m o n ey  
and je w e ls  th ey  s a id  I w as  sen d in g  to  F l a n d e r s ,  but 
r e a l ly  th i s  w as  only  to  g a in  t im e  fo r  m y  l e t t e r s  to  be 
sen t  to  London and  b a c k  aga in ,  w hich  w as  done, and in  
fac t  th e  l e t t e r s  w e re  b rough t to  the  p a la c e  h e r e  w h e re  
th ey  w e re  opened and  c o p ie s  o f th e m  tak en .  T h e  h ig h w ay ­
m e n  w e re  envoys of S e c r e t a r y  C e c i l  s e n t  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  
of s topping  the  c o u r i e r  and w e r e  no t c o m m o n  th ie v e s .  I 
could s w e a r  th a t  th is  i s  the  c a s e  a lthough , a s  f o r  p ro v in g  
it by ev id en ce ,  th a t  I can n o t do, but I am  c e r t a i n  o f it .

J a m e s  A nthony  F ro u d e ,  H is to ry  of E ng lan d  f ro m  the  F a l l  of 
W o lse y  to  the D efea t  of the  S p an ish  A r m a d a  {12 v o lu m e s ;  London: 
L o n g m an s ,  G reen ,  and  C om pany, 1901), VI, 553.
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I do not know w h e th e r  the  c o u r ie r  w il l  have d a re d  to  
reco u n t th is  in su l t  in  F l a n d e r s ,  o r  i f  y o u r  H ighness  
h a s  h e a rd  of it,  but I have  thought p r o p e r  to  in fo rm  
y o u r  H ighness  of fu ll p a r t i c u la r s  and the  n a m e s  of 
th o se  who a t ta c k e d  h im , w hich he know s. ®

When de Q u ad ra  w ro te  to  P h il ip ,  he b lam ed  B o rg h e se  fo r  the  t ro u b le s ,

and he a g a in  d e s c r ib e s  the  Gads H ill a t ta c k :

T h ey  p r e s e n t ly  took a  c o u r ie r  whom  I had  s e n t  to  the  
d u c h e ss  of P a r m a ,  and  who th e y  thought w as G am boa, 
one of y o u r  M a je s ty 's  c o u r i e r s  h e r e .  T hey  thought he 
c a r r i e d  l e t t e r s  of m ine  fo r  y o u r  M a je s ty  and v e rb a l  
m e s s a g e s  w hich  th e y  could  ge t f ro m  h im  by t o r t u r e .
T h o se  who took  th is  c o u r ie r  w e re  two b r o th e r s  and  
o th e r  s e rv a n ts  of L ord  Cobham  who w e re  o r d e re d  to  
u n d e r ta k e  it m u ch  a g a in s t  th e i r  w il l .  ^

L o rd  C obham  w as p lay ing  both s id e s  of th e  fence  (if indeed  th e  fence  had

only two s id e s ) .  We know th a t  s ix  w eeks b e fo re  th e  ro b b e ry  in  A p r i l ,  de

Q u a d ra s  h ad  w r i t te n  to  th e  King th a t  Lady M a r g a r e t ' s  c la im s  w e re  held

8
C a le n d a r  of S tate  P a p e r s . Span ish . 1558-1567. p. 236.

9
C a le n d a r  of S tate P a p e r s . Spanish . 1558-1567. p. 241. De 

Q u ad ra  a l s o  d e s c r ib e d  to  P h i l ip  the in te rv ie w  w ith  E l iz a b e th  in  w hich  she 
a c c u s e d  h im  of the  in t r iq u é s  r e c e n t ly  found ou t.  "A t l a s t  I could not deny, " 
he exp la ined , " th a t  I had  sen t  D r .  T u r n e r  to  F la n d e r s  to  t r y  to  g e t  h e r  
tu rn e d  off the  th ro n e  and su b s t i tu te  o th e rs  (m ean ing  Lady M a rg a r e t ) .  " De 
Q u a d ra  r e m a r k e d  f u r th e r  about the  l is t  o f  E n g l ish  C a th o lic s  w hich  C e c i l  
now had  in  h is  p o s se s s io n ,  " the  ev il  w ill  g r e a t ly  i n c r e a s e  a f t e r  the  s u m m e r  
b e c a u se  ju s t  now th ey  a r e  a f r a id  of a  r i s in g  and  of the  a id  y o u r  M a je s ty  
m igh t ex tend  to  the  C a th o lic s  and  do not d a r e  a r r e s t  th o se  w hose n a m e s  
a r e  m en tio n ed  in  the  r e p o r t .  I  a m  in fo rm ed  th a t  the  C o u n c i l lo rs  a r e  m uch  
annoyed th a t  th e  Q ueen r e v e a le d  to  m e the s e c r e t  of th is  r e p o r t ,  a s  th e y  
th in k  I m a y  w a rn  th o se  w hose n a m e s  a r e  m e n tio n ed  in  i t .  " De Q u ad ra  
did w a rn  th e  E a r l  of D e rb y  so  th a t  w hen he  r e c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  (C e c i l 's )  
r e p o r te d ly  f ro m  the  S pan ish  king conta in ing  o f fe r s  o f  g r e a t  fav o r ,  he 
du tifu lly  gave it to  th e  Queen. See F ro u d e ,  VI, 552.
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in  s tro n g  fa v o r  "both  a m o n g s t  c a th o l ic s  and o th e r s  of the h ig h e s t  s ta n d in g ."  

And he  continued  w ith  m o re  d e ta i l ,  " I  th ink  one of th e se  m e n  c a l le d  C obham  

m u s t  have gone v e ry  f a r  in th is  b u s in e s s ,  a s  he is  v e ry  u neasy , and h a s  

sought an  e x cu se  fo r  going to the b a th s  of L ieg e . The F r e n c h  i n t e r e s t s  

of th e  C obham s r a n  c o n c u r re n t ly  w ith  t h e i r  S pan ish  in t r ig u e s ,  and w e re  

a  c a r r y - o v e r  f ro m  M a ry 's  re ig n  w hen  young G eo rg e ,  a n o th e r  of L o rd  

W il l ia m 's  b r o th e r s ,  had  in g ra t ia te d  h im s e l f  w ith  F r a n c o i s  de N o a il le s ,  

th e  F r e n c h  A m b a s s a d o r  in  London. G eo rg e  B rooke  w as  an  u n d e r ­

s e c r e t a r y  to  th e  P r iv y  C ouncil.  In th is  p o s it io n  of t r u s t  he w as  ab le  to 

in fo rm  th e  A m b a s s a d o r  of the  b u s in e s s  of the C ouncil  in  the  te n s e  days  

of 1657 w hich  p re c e d e d  P h i l ip 's  r e t u r n  to  E ng land  to  p e r s u a d e  the  C ouncil  

th a t  f o r  both  duty and ex p ed iency  E ng lan d  should  jo in  Spain  in a n  open 

d e c la r a t io n  of w a r  on F r a n c e .  In J a n u a r y  B rooke  in fo rm ed  N o a il le s  tha t  

o r d e r s  had  b e e n  sen t  out to  se iz e  one of the  A m b a s s a d o r 's  p a c k e ts  on i ts  

w ay  to  F r a n c e .  N o a il le s  supp lied  so m e  bogus d isp a tc h e s  w hich  w e re  

f i l led  w ith  c o n c i l l ia to ry  an n o u n cem en ts  and a n  abundance  of p r a i s e  fo r  

Q u een  M a ry .  W hen th e s e  p a p e r s  r e a c h e d  the  C ouncil, N o a il le s  w as t r e a t e d  

w ith  ren ew ed  c o rd ia l i ty  - -  un til  h is  d e c e p tio n  w as  d is c o v e re d  w hen H e n ry  II 

d e c la r e d  w a r  on Spain. D r .  N ich o las  Wooton, th e  E n g lish  A m b a s s a d o r  in  

P a r i s ,  d is c o v e re d  a  p lo t  in  F e b r u a r y ,  1557, of " s o m e  of the  b e s t  m e n  in

^^ C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s , S p a n ish , 1558-1567 , p. 231.

^^E. H a r r i s  H a rb iso n .  R iv a l  A m b a s s a d o r s  a t  the  C o u r t  of Q ueen 
M a ry  (P r in c e to n :  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1940), pp. 317-18.
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E ng land"  who p lanned  to  d ep o se  M ary  and  p lace  E l iz a b e th  on the  th ro n e  

without the  "h e lp  of any  s t r a n g e r s . "  W ooton 's  d isp a tc h  to  the  Council 

w as  d e c ip h e re d  by G eorge  B rooke  and p a s s e d  on to N o a i l le s .  In A p r i l  

of the s a m e  y e a r  B rooke w as  a  w itn ess  to  the d r a m a t ic  m e e t in g s  be tw een  

the P r iv y  C ouncil  and M a ry  and P h i l ip  in  w hich the Q ueen th re a te n e d ,  

ca jo led ,  and p leaded  by  tu rn s  to b r ing  th e  Council to  d e c la r e  w a r  on F r a n c e .  

G eo rg e  B ro o k e 's  r e p o r t s  to N oailles  and the A m b a s s a d o r 's  r e p o r t s  to  

P a r i s  give us th e  fu lle s t  acc o u n ts  a v a ila b le  of the  C ouncil  m e e t in g s  in  

M a ry 's  r e ig n .  ^^

At som e t im e  in  the f a l l  of 1565 o r  the  s p r in g  of 1566 L o rd  C obham  

w as p laced  u n d e r  house  a r r e s t  a t  C e c i l 's  hom e. We know a lm o s t  nothing 

of th e  n a tu re  of h is  offence o th e r  than  th a t  he w as involved  in  so m e  in tr ig u e  

w ith  the  M a rq u is  of B aden  and h is  w ife. Lady C ec il ia ,  the  s i s t e r  of the  

king of Sweden. We know tha t  L ord  and  Lady Cobham  m e t  Lady C e c il ia  

a t  D o v e r  in  S e p te m b e r  o f  1565, tha t a f t e r  the  M a rc h io n e s s  b e c a m e  d i s i l ­

lu s ioned  w ith  E l iz a b e th  and th e  E n g l ish  C o u r t  she c o r re s p o n d e d  w ith  G uzm an  

de Silva, the new S pan ish  A m b a s s a d o r  in  London, and th a t  de S ilva  r e c e iv e d  

l e t t e r s  f ro m  L ady  C e c il ia  and  h e r  h u sband  a f t e r  th ey  left E ng lan d  o ffe r ing  

t h e i r  s e r v ic e s  to  P h i l ip .  ^ We know a l s o  th a t  the Lady  C e c i l ia  w as

^ ^ Ib id . . pp. 320-22.

 ̂^ M a rg a re t  M o riso n , "A N a r r a t iv e  of the J o u rn e y  o f C ec il ia ,  
P r i n c e s s  of Sweden, to  the  C o u r t  of Q ueen  E l iz a b e th ,  " T r a n s a c t io n s  of 
the  R oyal H is to r i c a l  S o c ie ty , new s e r i e s ,  X ll (1898), pp. 211-24 .



65

involved with the F le m is h  a lc h e m is t ,  C o rn e l iu s  de A len to , who had

p ro m is e d  to t r a n s m u te  b ase  m e ta l  in to  gold f o r  the  Q ueen . C e c i l i a 's

e x tra v a g a n c e  in  London had p laced  h e r  a t  th e  m e r c y  o f h e r  d e b to r s  and

m ade  h e r  v u ln e rab le  to  the  s h a rp  p r a c t i c e s  o f the  a l c h e m is t .  De A len to

w as a r r e s t e d  and p laced  in  the T o w e r  in  the s p r in g  of 1566; th e  M a rg ra v e

of Baden, C e c i l ia 's  husband , w as  th row n  in to  a  co m m o n  p r is o n  a t .

14R o c h e s te r  fo r  deb t.  O ur know ledge of L o rd  C o b h a m 's  in vo lvem en t

w ith  the  M arq u is  and h is  wife c o m e s  f ro m  F r a n c i s  Thynne who b la m e d

je a lo u sy  and envy fo r  C o b h am 's  t ro u b le .  Thynne w ro te .

So th is  noble lo rd  C obham  by the  c o m p la in t  of o th e r s ,  
w as  upon the  s a m e  a s s ig n e d  o v e r  to  th e  c h a rg e  of the  
honorab le  lo rd  t r e a s u r o r ,  u n ti l l  f u r t h e r  t r i a l l  w e re  
m ade of h is  u p r ig h tn e s s ,  but in th e  end, a s  gold  the  
m o re  it is  p u r if ie d  by the  f i r e  the  b r ig h t e r  and b e t t e r  
it  becom eth : so  the  lo rd  C obham , h av in g  w e ll  c le e r e d  
h im  se  If e of w h a tso e v e r  w as  laid a g a in s t  h im , did like 
Jo sep h  not one lie r e c e iv e  an  h o n o ra b le  l ib e r t ie ,  but 
did a lso  in  following t im e  r i s e  to  g r e a t e r  h o n o r  th a n  he had  
b e fo re .

W h atev er  the  n a tu re  of th e  t ro u b le  o v e r  the  M a rg ra v e  of B aden  

and h is  wife, it s e e m s  to  have fu rn is h e d  n e i th e r  w a rn in g  n o r  d e t e r r e n t  

to  L o rd  Cobham  in h is  m ac h in a t io n s  w ith  th e  S p an ish  and F r e n c h  g o v e r n ­

m e n ts ;  and if  C ec il  a s s i s t e d  C obham  in  " c le e r in g  h im s e l f e "  in  th is  a f f a i r ,  

it w as  only a  p re lu d e  to  the  e f fo r t  w hich  the  L o rd  T r e a s u r e r  w as  to  expend 

in  p ro te c t in g  h is  v e ry  foo lish  and  u n tru s tw o r th y  f r ie n d  w hen  th e  R idolfi

^^E the l Seaton, Q ueen E l iz a b e th  & A  S w ed ish  P r i n c e s s  (London: 
F r e d e r i c k  E tc h e lls  and  Hugh M acD onald , 1926), pp . 20 -25 .

15
H olinshed, 1585-87 ed ition . III, 1511.
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plot b roke  in  the  au tu m n  of 1571. The R idolfi a f f a i r  w as the  f ina l i n c i ­

dent in  a  s e r i e s  of c r i s e s  w hich e ru p te d  in the tu rb u le n t  y e a r s  of 1569“

1572 - - y e a r s  which e n c o m p a s se d  the  f a i lu re  of the  N o r th e rn  R ebe llion  

and the  in t r ig u e s  of M a ry  S tu a r t  and the  d isco n ten ted  C a th o l ic s ,  in t r ig u e s  

th a t  ended in  the  ex ecu tio n  of the Duke of N orfo lk  in  June, 1572.

R o b e r to  Ridolfi w as  a  F lo re n t in e  f in a n c ie r  who had s e t t le d  in 

London; h is  in t e r e s t s  in  d ip lo m atic  in tr ig u e  involved  h im  in  the  fo re ig n  

m a c h in a tio n s  w hich lay  behind the  u p r is in g  o f 1569. In O c to b e r  of th a t  

y e a r ,  w hen the Duke of N orfo lk  and  the  L o rd s  of A ru n d e l,  L u m ley ,  and  

P e m b ro k e  w e re  p laced  u n d e r  a r r e s t ,  R idolfi too  w as a p p re h e n d e d  and 

d e ta ined  a t  W a ls in g h a m 's  house ; he w as  a c c u se d  of " in te rm e d d l in g  in  

c a u se s  of e s ta te  and m a t t e r s  betw ixt h e r  m a je s ty  and o th e r  p r in c e s .  "

A s e a r ly  a s  M arch  I3 th  of th is  y e a r .  La Mothe F e n e lo n  had  w r i t t e n  to  

C a th e r in e  de M edic i d e s c r ib in g  the a f fa i r s  of Ridolfi:

Le S r .  R o b e r to  R idolfy, F lo re n t in ,  ayan t r e c e u  
c h a rg e  e t co m m an d em en t,  de la p r o p re  p e rso n n e  du pape , 
de t r e t t e r  de la r e s t i tu t io n  e t r e  s ta b  lis  s e m e n t  de la  
re l ig io n  ca tho lique  en  A n g le te r r e  avec  les  s e ig n e u rs  
ca tho lique  du p a y s ,  i l  s ' e s t  p r in c e p a l le m e n t  a d r e s s e  
a u  co m te  d 'A ro n d e l  et à  m i lh o rd  de Lom e ley. . . .

La M othe con tinues  by add ing  to  the  n a m e s  of A ru n d e l  and L u m ley  the

n a m e s  o f " le s  co m tes  D erb y ,  de C h e ro s b e ry ,  de P e m b ro t ,  de N o r th o m b e r -

land, e t  a u l t r e s  p lu s i e r s "  who had re fu s e d  to a c c e p t  the  "n o v e lle  re l ig io n .  "

A ll  th e se  m en , he  sa id , w e re  involved  in  the  p lo t  to  r e s t o r e  C a th o l ic ism
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in  E ng land . The a r r e s t  of th e  p r in c ip a l  C a th o lic  in t r ig a n ts  in  O c to b e r

follow ed c lo se ly  upon a  G ads H ill  in c id en t w hich  m a y  o r  m ay  not have

had a n  im p o r ta n t  b ea r in g  upon the  f a i lu r e  of the  1569 reb e l l io n .  M ary

S tu a r t  had w r i t te n  to La M othe on the  20th of S e p te m b e r  th a t  sh e  w as

b eing  m oved to  T u tb u ry  w h e re  she  w as  to  be p la c e d  in  " le s  m a in s  des

p lu s  g ra n d z  ennem ys que j 'a y  a u  m onde , " and  th a t  the  p lanned  re v o l t

m u s t  be pos tponed . C e c i l  had  begun to  p lay  h is  hand . On the  3 rd  of

O c to b e r  La Mothe w ro te  to  C h a r le s  IX th a t  h is  c o u r i e r  had  b een  sen t  to

L o rd  C o b h am 's  house  fo r  a  p a s s p o r t  and  h ad  b een  de layed  t h e r e  fo r  an

h o u r  and  a  h a lf .  On leav ing  L o rd  C o b h a m 's ,  he t r a v e l le d  s o m e  th r e e

m i le s  th ro u g h  a  wood - -

. . .  à  t r o i s  m il le  de la  m a y s  on du d ie t  lo rd  Coban, 
a u  p a s sa ig e  d 'ung  boys ,  que lq u es  ungs, m o n te z  a 
l 'ad v a n ta ig e ,  a y a n tz  les  v is a g e s  c o u v e r tz ,  m a is  non 
tan t  que l 'ung d 'e u lx  n 'a y t  e s te  reco g n eu ,  le son t venuz 
c h a r g e r  à coups d 'e s p e e  p a r  la t e s t e ,  l 'o n t  p o r té  p a r  
t e r r e ,  tout fo lié  a u lx  p ie d z  de l e u r s  chev au lx , e t  luy 
ont dem andé in co n tin en t les  l e t t r e s  de F r a n c e ,  puys 
les  luy ayan t o s té e s ,  l 'o n t  g a r r o t t é  e t a t ta c h é  à  ung 
a r b r e ,  e t  l 'o n t  la y s s ê  là . ^8

T h is  r o b b e ry  o f the F r e n c h  c o u r i e r  w as  ev id en tly  C e c i l ' s  a r r a n g e m e n t

and  a p p a re n t ly  conducted  b y  C o b h a m 's  m en , but t h e r e  is  a  ta n ta l iz in g

^^C o rre sp o n d a n c e  D ip lo m a tiq u e  de B e r t r a n d  de  Salignac  de  la 
M othe F é n ê lo n , ed ited  by C h a r l e s  P .  C o o p e r  (7 v o lu m es ;  P a r i s  e t  
L o n d re s :  B e thum e e t P io n , 1838-1840), I, 258-59 .

^ ^ Ib id . , n ,  254-55 .

l^ ib id . ,  n ,  255-56.
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note w r i t t e n  by an  anonym ous hand on the  envelope  of La M o th e 's  l e t t e r

to  C a th e r in e  de M edic i,  da ted  D e c e m b e r  5, 1569, w hich  lends co m p lex ity

and su g g e s ts  a  t r i p l e - c r o s s  in  the  u n d e rc o v e r  in t r ig u e s .  The note is

a d d r e s s e d  to  M o n s ie u r  l 'a m b a s s a d e u r :

Je  vous la y s s e  c e s  l e t t r e s ,  l e sq u e l le s  ne m e  
peuvent de r ie n  s e r v i r ,  et vous a s s e u r e ,  s u r  m a  
foy, qu ' e l le s  n 'o n t  j a m a i s  e s té  o u v e r te s ,  e t  le 
m i lo rd  C obham  m e n a c o e t  ch acu n  que s ' i l  pouvoit 
t r o u v e r  ce l lu y  qui a  voit p r i s  les  d ie ted  l e t t r e s ,  
qu ' i l  le p e n d ro i t .

It would s e e m  th a t  i f  L o rd  C obham  had  s e iz e d  upon a  F r e n c h  p acke t,  the  

p ack e t  w as  in  tu rn  s e iz e d  f ro m  h im  and r e tu rn e d  to  L a  M othe. We know 

th a t  L o rd  C o b h a m 's  i n t e r e s t s  a t  th is  t im e  w e re  p ro -S p a n ish ;  the  R idolfi 

p lo t i t s e l f  w as e s s e n t ia l ly  a n  H is p a n o -p a p a l  p lo t.  D u r in g  1570 R idolfi 

d rew  to g e th e r  th e  v a r io u s  th r e a d s  of h is  c o n s p ir a c y .  He had  b ro u g h t f ro m  

Rom e a  n u m b e r  of c o p ie s  of P o p e  P iu s  V s  bull, R egnans  in  E x c e l s i s , 

w hich  p ro c la im e d  E l iz a b e th 's  e x c o m m u n ic a t io n  and depo s it io n ; th is ,  he 

b e l iev ed , would f r e e  the  C a th o lic s  in  E ng lan d  f ro m  t h e i r  doubts about 

re b e l l in g  a g a in s t  t h e i r  s o v e re ig n  and would b r in g  th e m  into  a  so lid  ra n k  

behind the Duke of N o rfo lk  and  the  Q ueen o f  S co ts ;  P h i l ip  and the Duke of 

A lva  w e re  to  send e x p e d i t io n a ry  fo rc e s  f ro m  Spain  an d  the  N e th e r la n d s  to  

land in  E ng land  and  Scotland; E l iz a b e th  w as  to  be s e iz e d  o r  a s s a s s in a te d ;  

M a ry  S tu a r t  w as to  be f r e e d  and  p ro c la im e d  Queen; C a th o l ic is m  w as  to  be 

r e s t o r e d  in E n g land .

^^Ibid., n ,  382.
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By F e b r u a r y ,  1571, M a ry  and N orfo lk  had  a g re e d  to the  c o n s p ir a c y ,  

and R ido lfi  left London in M a rc h  w ith  l e t t e r s  f ro m  th em  to  the Duke of 

A lva, P iu s  V, and P h i l ip .  In A p r i l  R idolfi s e n t  a  p ack e t  of l e t t e r s  f ro m  

the  C on tinen t by a  F l e m is h  c a r r i e r  who w as  in  th e  e m p lo y m en t of the  

B ishop  of R o ss ,  M a ry 's  A m b a s s a d o r  in  London. T h e  pack e t co n ta in ed  

le t t e r s  f ro m  Ridolfi to  M ary , N orfo lk , and L um ley ; th e r e  w e re  a l s o  

l e t t e r s  f ro m  the  ex iled  C o u n tess  of N o r th u m b e r la n d  and  the  E a r l  o f  

W e s tm o re la n d  in  the  p a c k e t .  L o rd  C o b h a m 's  s e r v a n t  ap p re h e n d e d  th e  

p a ck e t  a t  D o v e r  and  s e n t  i t  to  h is  m a s t e r  a t  B la c k f r i a r s  in  London. C o b ­

ham  sen t  the  p ack e t  to  the  B ishop  of R o ss  who, w ith  the  a id  of th e  S pan ish  

A m b a s s a d o r ,  h a s t i ly  co m p iled  a  bogus p a ck e t  o f  old l e t t e r s  of th e  Q ueen  

of Scots  w hich  w e re  in  c ip h e r ,  and  C obham  s e n t  th is  c o u n te r fe i t  p a c k e t  

to  C ec il ,  keep ing  the  o r ig in a l  p a c k e t  by h im  in  th e  ev en t  the  in t r ig u e  should  

fa i l .  On the  12th of Ju ly ,  G u e ra u  de Spes , the  S p an ish  A m b a s s a d o r ,  w ro te  

to  P h i l ip  r e la t in g  w hat had  happened ;

It w as  a  m o s t  e x t r a o r d in a r y  jg iece of good fo r tu n e  to  save  
th e  p a c k e t  tak en  by C a r lo s  /B a i l l e ^ / ,  th e  b ish o p  o f  R o s s 's  
s e rv a n t ,  w hich R idolfi  u n s u sp ic io u s ly  e n t r u s te d  to  h im  a t 
B r u s s e l s ,  knowing th a t  he  w as  the  B is h o p 's  s e c r e t a r y .  It 
w as  w r i t t e n  in  a  d if fe re n t  c ip h e r ,  and C a r lo s  to o k  an  
a lp h a b e t  w ith  h im  in  o r d e r  th e  m o re  e a s i ly  to  d e c ip h e r  
it in  fu tu re .  A ll  of th is  w as  r e c o v e re d  th ro u g h  m e  by the  
good o ffices  and  h e lp  of T h o m a s  C obham  / B o r d  C o b h a m 's  
b r o t h e ^  b e fo re  lo rd  B u r le ig h  h e a r d  of i t ,  ajid a n o th e r  
p a c k e t  w as  m ad e  up w ith  the s a m e  c ip h e r  c h a r a c t e r s :
B u r le ig h  h a s  h ad  a  s e c r e t a r y  a t  w o rk  upon it  fo r  days 
and h a s  sen t  c o p ie s  to  F r a n c e  and I ta ly ,  bu t w ithout e ffec t 
f o r  t h e r e  i s  noth ing  in i t .  T h ey  a r e  t r y in g  to  c a jo le  C a r lo s  
by m e a n s  of th e  good D r .  S to ry .  T h is  Q u een  h ad  so m e  
id ea  th a t  R idolfi w as  w r i t in g  to  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n a g e s  h e re
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and th a t  the Duke of A lva w as going to  send  a id  to  the 
queen  of Scots, but C a r lo s  did not d e c la r e  who th e se  
p e r s o n a g e s  w e re  fo r  he did not know. I have  no doubt 
I s h a l l  be ab le  to  th ro w  th em  s t i l l  f u r th e r  off the  s c e n t .

C e c il  sp en t w eeks  d e c ip h e r in g  the w o r th le s s  l e t t e r s ;  a t  la s t ,  rece iv in g  

in te l l ig e n c e  f ro m  the R egen t Lennox in  S cotland  c o n c e rn in g  M a ry 's  r e la t io n s  

w ith  A lva , and  fro m  the  G rand  Duke of T u sc a n y  co n c e rn in g  R id o lf i 's  p la n s ,  

he had C h a r le s  B a illey , the  F le m is h  c a r r i e r ,  ra c k e d .  G ra d u a l ly  the 

s to r y  unfolded in  the d e p o s it io n s  of the  p r i s o n e r s .  B a i l le y  o ffe red  to 

b e t r a y  the  B ishop  of R o ss  i f  a llow ed to be f r e e  and  p u r s u e  h is  c o u r se .  

M eanw hile  R o b e r t  H ig fo rd , N o rfo lk 's  s e c r e t a r y ,  w as  a p p re h e n d e d  on a 

t r i p  to  Sco tland  b e a r in g  a  la rg e  sum  of m oney  to  the  Queen of Scots ' 

fo llo w e rs  n o r th  of the b o r d e r .  H ig fo rd 's  c o n fe ss io n  in  S e p te m b e r  im p l i ­

ca ted  L o rd  C obham  and h is  b ro th e r ,  T h o m a s ,  in  N o rfo lk 's  p lot, and in

^^C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s ,  S pan ish . 1568-1579. p. 322.

^^W illiam  M urd in , A  C o llec t io n  of S ta te  P a p e r s  R e la t in g  to  
A f fa i r s  in  th e  R eign  of E l iz a b e th  . . . (London: W. B o w y ers ,  1759), 
p . 10, c i te d  su b se q u e n tly  a s  M urd in . C h a r le s  B a i l le y  w as r e l e a s e d  
f ro m  p r is o n  a f t e r  being r a c k e d .  He r e tu rn e d  to  F la n d e r s  w h e re  he r e ­
m a in ed  in  th e  S pan ish  s e r v i c e  un til  h is  d ea th  a t  a  g r e a t  a g e .  On h is  
to m b sto n e  in  a  c h u rc h  in  B r u s s e l s  he  i s  c a l le d  S e c r e t a r y  to  the  Q ueen 
of S co ts .  C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . Span ish .  1587-1603 . p . 146.
F r a n c i s  B a r ty .  who w as  a l s o  w ork ing  fo r  R o ss  and  f re q u e n te d  C o b h am 's  
h o u se  a t  B la c k f r i a r s  " to  sound m y L o rd  on c a u s e s  a t  C o u r t ,  " w ro te  to  
R o b e r t  C e c i l  m an y  y e a r s  l a t e r  (1609) t ry in g  to  c o l le c t  a  debt of_over a 
tho u san d  pounds "due to  h im  by the K in g 's  m o th e r  /M a r y  S tu a r ^ /  w hich 
he had fo rb o rn e  fo r ty  y e a r s .  W as n o tic e d  by th e  la te  L o rd  B u r le ig h ,  bu t 
got into t ro u b le  fo r  L o rd  C o b h a m 's  s a k e .  " C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . 
D o m e s t ic . 1603-1610 . p. 490.
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O cto b e r  the B ishop  of R oss  b ro k e  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  and co n fessed  n e a r ly

a l l  he knew. N orfo lk  w as a r r e s t e d  on th e  3rd  of O c to b e r  and on the  11th

he w as conveyed to  th e  T o w er;  th e  E a r l s  of A ru n d e l  and  Southam pton, and

L o rd s  L um ley  and Cobham  w ith  S ir  H e n ry  P e r c y  and D e rb y 's  two so n s ,

and a  dozen  l e s s e r  f ig u re s  w e re  a r r e s t e d  a s  w e ll .  B urgh ley  w ro te  to  the

E a r l  of S h re w sb u ry  on the 19th o f  O c to b e r  th a t

. . , th is  m a t t e r  of the  Duke of N o rfo lk  g ro w s  daily  
l a r g e r  upon ex am in a tio n .  I am  s o r r y  to  se e  so  m any 
touched  th e re w ith .  My L o rd  C obham  is  in  m y  house 

— a s  a  p r i s o n e r ,  who o th e rw ise  should  have  b een  in  the
T o w e r .  I loved h im  w e ll ,  and th e r e fo r e  a m  s o r r y  fo r  
h is  offence .

L o rd  C obham  im m e d ia te ly  b la m e d  e v e ry th in g  on T h o m a s ,  h is  " in g ra te

b r o th e r ,  " but a d m it te d  sending  th e  p a ck e t  to  the B ishop  of R o ss ,  and

a d m it te d  a l s o  th a t  he  had se n t  T h o m a s ' wife (d au g h te r  of S ir  W ill iam

23C avend ish )  to  N o rfo lk  w ith  a  w a rn in g .  B r o th e r  T h o m as  denied  m an y  

th in g s  too; in  a  l e t t e r  to the  P r i v y  C ouncil  on the  2nd of O c tober  he 

d e c la r e d  th a t  both  H igford  and B a i l le y  w e re  lying, fo r  " I  n e v e r  n am ed  

e i th e r  T h e r le  o f  W e s tm o r la n d 's  o r  R id o lp h i 's  L e t t e r s ,  n o r  knewe of anye 

su tc h  L e t t e r s ,  n o r  com e n e e r e  the  M alle t/_packe t/ ,  to  do any su tc h  T h in g ."  

B a i l le y  and H igford  had  r e p e a te d  T h o m a s ' b ra g  th a t  he had s lipped  c e r t a in

Edm und  Lodge, I l lu s t r a t io n s  of B r i t i s h  H is to ry ,  B io g ra p h y , 
and  M a n n e rs  . . . (second  ed ition ; 3 v o lu m es ;  London: John Chid ley, 
1838), I, 529, c i ted  h e r e a f t e r  a s  Lodge.

23 L o rd  C o b h a m 's  d e p o s it io n  is  p r in te d  in  the C a le n d a r  of S ta te
P a p e r s , S co tlan d , 1571-1574, pp . 9"10.
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24l e t t e r s  f ro m  the pack e t while L o rd  C obham  w as ta lk ing  to  B ail ley .

T h o m as  den ied  knowing the B ishop  o f  R o ss  o r  having an y  connec tion  with

the Duke of Norfolk, but the  c o n fe s s io n s  of o th e r s  had p la c e d  too m uch

ev idence  in  B u rg h le y 's  h ands  fo r  h im  to  be f u r th e r  b eg u iled . As e a r ly

a s  O c to b e r ,  1570, B u rg h ley  had r e c e iv e d  a  co n fess io n  f ro m  one John

Moon, a  s e rv a n t  of Lady Lennox, who had  b een  caught d ea l in g  in  M ary

S tu a r t ' s  in t r ig u e s .  M oon c o n fe s se d  th a t  T h o m as  C obham  had  o ffered

h im  one th o u san d  c ro w n s  to  d e l iv e r  a  c e r t a in  pack e t th a t  h ad  com e out

25
of S co tland  to  A le x a n d e r  L e s l ie  o r  A n d rew  A b e rc ro m b ie .  But it w as

the  B ishop  of R o s s 's  c o n fe s s io n  th a t  u n c o v e red  T h o m as  C o b h a m 's  ro le

in  the  in t r ig u e s  of the  Duke of N orfo lk . R o ss  co n fe sse d  th a t  T hom as

C o b h a m 's  wife had begged  h im  in 1564, w hen Cobham  w as  in  the T o w er

fo r  p i ra c y ,  to  in te rv e n e  w ith  the  S pan ish  A m b a s s a d o r  in  a n  e f fo r t  to  have

th e  S pan ish  c h a rg e s  w ith d ra w n  o r  m i t ig a te d .  The B ishop  of R o ss  a g re e d

and gave h is  own bond fo r  s u r e ty  in  1565, and

. . .  so T h o m a s  C obham  com yng f o u r t y  fe_ll w ith  Thanks 
in  A cq u a in tau n ce  w ith  th is  E x a m in a te  /Ross^/, and  so  f ro m  
T y m e  to  T y m e , he and F r a n c i s  ^ a r t j j r ?  wold t e l l  th is  
e x a m in a te ,  who w e re  F r e e n d s  a ^  w ^  w e re  E n e m y  e s  to 
the  Scots  Q uene. . . . ones  he / K o s ^ /  s en t  a  l e t t e r  by 
T h o m a s  C obham  to  the  Duke, but th e  Duke liked no t to  
h av e  hym  a M e s s e n g e r  and  so  he  u sed  h im  no m o r e .

24
M urd in ,  pp. 73, 77, 79, 156-57.

25
C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s , F o r e ig n , 1569-1571. p .  353.

26
M u rd in ,  p. 29.
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T h is  la s t  s ta te m e n t  w as not e x ac tly  t r u e ;  T h o m as  C o b h a m 's  d ea lin g s

w ith  N orfo lk  had  a l r e a d y  b een  d e s c r ib e d  in  d e ta i l  by H igford , N o rfo lk 's

s e c r e t a r y ,  in  h is  d ep o s it io n  of O c to b e r  1. H ig fo rd  d e s c r ib e d  a t  length

how m e s s a g e s  o r  " t i c k e t s "  w e re  s lip p ed  in to  the T o w e r  to h is  m a s t e r  in

w ine b o t t le s ,  but N orfo lk  w as d i s s a t i s f ie d  with th is  p ro c e d u re  and  a n o th e r

m e th o d  w as dev ised :

Yet not con ten ted  w ith  th is ,  fo r  m y  L o rd  coulde  not be 
s a t is f ie d ,  I know not upon w hat O c c a s io n  ( fo r  i t  w as  a lso  
b e fo re  m y  R e tu rn e  to  m y  L o rd  b acke  f ro m  Colde h a rb o r )  
a  M ay de of M rs .  H e y b o rn e 's ,  a  Wydowe w hich  keap t the 
Howse ad joyninge to  the P r i s o n  w h e a re  m y  L o rd  th en  la ye, 
and now lyeth , upon a P o le 's  End, a s  I h a r d e ,  put up a  
W ritin g  to  m y  L o r d 's  Wyndowe, w h e a re  the  Chap laine w as 
lookinge out. T h is  w r i t in g e ,  a s  w as  sa id ,  w as  d e l iv e re d  
to  the M ayde by M r .  T h o m as  C obham , to  be conveyed to  
m y L o rd .  Upon the P e r u s a l l  of th is  L e t t e r ,  which, by 
like, co m m an d ed  the  T r a t i n e s  of the  W e i^ h ,  M eanes  w as  
founde th a t  M r .  S ew ell N o r f o l k 's  c h a p la in /  spake  w ith  h e r  
downe f ro m  a  Hoole in  a  P r iv ie - h o w s e ,  in  a n  u th e r  C h am b er ,  
o v e r  a  P r iv ie - h o w s e  a l s o  in  h e r  M is t r i s  H ow se. And so  
a f t e r  th i s ,  he  u sed  to  convey  m y  L o r d 's  W ri t in g s  to  the 
s a id  M r .  Cobham , who se n t  th e m  out by a  M an of h is  to 
H ow ard  H ow se, o r  e ls  d e l iv e re d  th em  to  som e of m y  L o r d 's  
Men, I know not w h e i th e r .  And th is  w as th e n  thowght to  
be the  s u r e s t  Waye f ro m  a l l  D au n g e r ,  and  t h e r e  fo re  w as 
bothe lo n g e r  and m o re  u sed . T he  M a id e 's  N am e is  Nell, 
and now is  S e rv a n t  to  m y  L o rd  a t  H ow ard  H ow se.

H ig fo rd  continued  in th is  d e p o s it io n  to  n a m e  th o se  to  whom N o rfo lk  c o m ­

m u n ic a te d  in th is  s e c r e t  m a n n e r :  "m y  s a id  L o rd  h a th  w r i t te n  owt o f the 

T o w e r  to  m y  L o rd  L um ley , m y  L o rd  C obham , M r .  D y e r ,  S ir  N icho las

T h ro g m o r to n ,  and  o th e r s  b e fo re  n am ed ; and  f ro m  th em  he ha the  re c e a v e d

27a ls o  L e t t e r s  a g a in e .  " P r o o f  of L o rd  C o b h a m 's  im p lic a t io n  in  th e  p lot 

^^M urd in , p . 80.
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led to  h is  im p r is o n m e n t  in the T o w e r  by la te  O c to b e r .  The B ishop  o f 

R o s s 's  co n fess io n  had  r e v e a le d  L o rd  C o b h am 's  a c t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  the 

packet,  but R o ss  a t te m p te d  to  sh ie ld  h is  c o h o r t  a s  m uch  a s  p o s s ib le .

R o ss  c o n fe sse d  th a t  th ro u g h  T h o m a s  Cobham  and F r a n c i s  B a r ty ,  a 

F le m is h  s a l t - m a k e r  who a c te d  a s  a  m e s s e n g e r  be tw een  the B ishop  and 

L o rd  Cobham , he had news of the  a p p re h e n s io n  of C h a r le s  B a i l le y  and 

the l e t t e r s  f ro m  the C on tinen t.  R o ss  c o n fe sse d  th a t  th e  p ack e t  con ta ined  

l e t t e r s  to  N orfo lk  and  L u m ley  and  th a t  th e r e  w e re  l e t t e r s  fo r  the  S pan ish  

A m b a s s a d o r  and the  Q ueen  of Sco ts  a s  w ell  a s  l e t t e r s  f ro m  Lady N o r th ­

u m b e r la n d  and the E a r l  of W e s tm o re la n d .  T he  B ishop  r e la te d  how the  

c o u n te r fe i t  pack e t w as  m ad e  up of old l e t t e r s  and th a t  "y t  w as d ev ise d  

em ongs  th e m , that the  F r e n c h  A m b a s s a d o r  should  sa y  th e y  w e re  h is  

P a c q u e t ,  and  so  d em and  it  i f  N ede be , " L o rd  Cobham  had  d em anded  to  

know the  con ten ts  of the  c ip h e r  l e t t e r s ,  R o ss  sa id ,  and h e  had  in s i s te d  

th a t

. . .  if  th e r e  be any  L e t t e r s  in  the P a c q u e t  co n ce rn in g  
th e  Q ueene m y  M is t r i s ,  o r  h i r  E s tâ t ,  he wold not d e l iv e r  
th e m  to  hym , n o r  no o th e r ,  but to  M r  M a je s ty  only; but 
i f  i t  w e re  but fo r  s m a l l  M a te r s  of ^ i a t u ^ /  o r  R e l ie f  of 
th o se  w hich  w e re  beyond the  Seas , and now in  M is e ry ,  
he  would be g lad  to  h e lp  th e m .

T h is  w as  not ex cuse  enough of c o u r s e  to  v ind ica te  L o rd  C o b h a m 's  a c t io n s ,

and he an d  h is  b ro th e r  jo in ed  the  o th e r  c o n s p i r a to r s  in  th e  T o w e r .  T he

28M u rd in ,  p. 23. L o rd  Cobham  c la im e d  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  the  
N evils  th ro u g h  h is  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  w ith  D oro thy  Nevil, d a u g h te r  of L o rd  
A b erg av en n y .
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S pan ish  A m b a s s a d o r  w ro te  to  P h i l ip  re la t in g  the event;

L o rd  C obham  h a s  been  ta k e n  to  the T o w er  and the E a r l  
of S u sse x  is  a l s o  in  d a n g e r ,  being n e i th e r  a  p r i s o n e r  
n o r  f r e e  fo r  L e ic e s te r  and  B u r le ig h  s e e m  to  be in  
a c c o rd ,  fo r  once , tha t the  e n e m ie s  of both  of them  
should  be m o le s te d ,  so  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  peop le  of both 
w ays of th inking  in p r is o n .

La M othe F ^ n ë Ion, who had a lso  b een  im p lic a te d  in the  plot by the c o n ­

fe s s io n s  of R o ss  and  H igford , s e n t  to  C h a r le s  IX a  d e ta i l  of C o b h a m 's  

g u il t  th a t  is  not found e lse w h e re :

. . .  e t d e s ja  m i l lo rd  C obham  e s t  m iz  on a r r e s t ,  
c o m m e ayan t e s té  de l ' in te l l ig e n c e ,  e t ay an t  o ffe r t ,  
à ce  qu ' on d ie t ,  que le un d e s  c in q  p o r tz  dont i l  e s t  
g a rd ie n ,  p o u r  s e r v y r  à  la d e sc e n te  des  d ie ts  
E sp a ig n o lz .  . . .  L es  s e ig n e u r s  ca th o liq u es  sont 
o b s e rv e z  en le u r s  m a y so n s ,  e t  e s t  l 'o n  a p r è s  à 
c h a n g e r  les  o f f ic ie r s  et g a r d e s  des p o r tz .

29
C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s , S p a n ish . 1568-1579. p. 346.

O n May, 24, 1572, A ntonio  de G u a ra s  w ro te  to  the  Duke of A lv a  th a t  
" i t  is  g e n e ra l ly  a s s e r t e d  th a t  w hen  P a r l i a m e n t  c lo s e s  the  duke of 
N o rfo lk  w il l  be execu ted . The b ish o p  of R o ss ,  the Q ueen of S c o tlan d 's  
a m b a s s a d o r ,  the  e a r l  of Southam pton, s o n - in - la w  of L o rd  M ontague, 
two so n s  o f L o rd  D erby , the  e a r l  of A ru n d e l ,  a r e  s t i l l  in  p r is o n ,  the  
e a r l  of A ru n d e l  h im s e l f  being  u n d e r  a r r e s t  in  h is  own house , and L ord  
C obham  u n d e r  g u a rd  a t  B u r le ig h  H o u se .  T h o m as  Cobham , b r o th e r  of 
L o rd  C obham , is  in  the  T ow er w ith  o v e r  th i r t y  o th e r  g e n t le m e n  of high 
p o s it io n ,  a l l  of them  fo r  being c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  q ueen  of S co ts  and  the  
duke of N orfo lk . " C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . Spanish , 1568-1579, p. 393. 
T h e  Duke of N orfo lk  w as  beheaded  on June 2, 1572. L o rd  H unsdon w ro te  
f ro m  B e rw ic k  to  B u rg h ley  in F e b r u a r y  w ith  an  eye  to  expediency: " i f  
L o rd  C o b h a m 's  offence is  such  th a t  H e r  M a je s ty  th in k s  h im  not f i t  to 
en joy  h is  o ffice , he ^ u n s d o n /  d e s i r e d  th a t  he m a y  have  i t .  " C a le n d a r  
of S ta te  P a p e r s . F o re ig n ,  1572-1574, p. 34.

30
La Mothe Fenelon,  IV, 261.
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Had L o rd  Cobham  sold  out to  the Duke of A lva , and  w e re  the  Cinque

P o r t s  being re a d ie d  fo r  S pan ish  s h ip s ?  We do not know fo r  s u re ;

b r o th e r  H en ry  Cobham  had  t r a v e l le d  to  th e  C ontinen t in 1570 on an

e m b a s s y  for Q ueen E l iz a b e th .  H is  l e t t e r s  r e p o r t in g  h is  in te rv ie w  w ith

A lva , in te l l ig en ce  on the E n g l is h  e x i le s  in  th e  Low C o u n tr ie s ,  and  even ts

of h is  t r i p  to M adrid  a r e  ex tan t  among the  S ta te  p a p e r s ,  but th e s e  l e t t e r s ,

m o s t  of w hich  a r e  a d d r e s s e d  to  B urgh ley , r e v e a l  nothing of double dea lin g .

B u rg h ley  w ro te  an  acco u n t o f  the  R ildo lf i  p lo t  w hich  w as  in ten d ed  for

p u b lica t io n  but w hich  he n e v e r  p u b lish e d .  In i t  h e  d e s c r ib e d  th e  a r r e s t

of B a il ley  and the d is c o v e ry  of the  l e t t e r s  o f  R idolfi,  but he c a re fu l ly

s u p p re s s e d  th e  p a r t  p layed  by L o rd  C obham  in the a f f a i r .  B u rg h le y

concluded  h is  accoun t w ith  the  a r r e s t  o f  N o rfo lk  (O c to b er  3), and  conceded

th a t  the  d is c o v e ry  of the w hole p lo t w as  th e  r e s u l t  of two a c c id e n ts ,  the

c a p tu re  of B a il ley  and h is  p a c k e t  and  th e  a p p re h e n s io n  o f N o r fo lk 's  gold

sh ip m en t to  Scotland . B u rg h le y  w ro te  a  seco n d  acco u n t  of the  p lo t  in  1595,

32it  too  unpublished , w hich ad d s  nothing to  the  s to ry .

^^C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s ,  F o r e ig n . 1569-1671 . pp. 328-29,
330, 335-36, 340, 360, 430, 432, 435.

32C o n y e rs  Read, L o rd  B u rg h ley  and  Q ueen  E l iz a b e th  (New York: 
A lf re d  Knopf, I960), pp. 35 -41 . R ead  s a y s  B u rg h le y  did not t e l l  the 
co m p le te  s to r y  b e c a u se  p a r t s  of it invo lved  d is lo y a l  b e h a v io r  by som e 
im p o r ta n t  peop le  whom it  w as  not ex p ed ien t  to  ex p o se  and te c h n iq u e s  
w hich  it  w as  not d e s i r a b le  to  r e v e a l .  C a m d e n  had  so m e  e v id en ce  by h im  
w hen  he w ro te  th a t  the B ish o p  of R o ss  " d e a l t  so  c a r e fu l ly  and  cunning ly  
w ith  th e  L o rd  Cobham , who fav o u red  the D ukes  p u rp o se ,  th a t  th e  sayd 
p a ck e t  w as  d e l iv e re d  unto h i m . "  W ill iam  C am den , A n n a le s  . , . ( th ird  
ed ition; London: T. H a r p e r ,  1635), p . 139.

31
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This  whole ep iso d e  r e v e a l s  one th ing c le a r ly  and th a t  is  L o rd

C o b h a m 's  c lo se  co n n ec tio n  w ith  T h o m a s  H ow ard , fo u r th  Duke of N orfo lk .

W hen S h a k e sp e a re  h a s  J u s t ic e  Shallow  r e m a r k  in  2 H en ry  IV th a t  S i r

John  w as  a  page to  T h o m as  M ow bray , Duke of N orfo lk  in  h is  youth

( lU . i i . 27-8), we h av e , I b e l iev e ,  a  to p ic a l  a l lu s io n  to  L o rd  C obham

w hich  the  sons of th e  E a r l s  of D erb y ,  P e m b ro k e ,  and  Southam pton  would

re c o g n iz e .  T h e i r  f a th e r s  had a l s o  b een  " p a g e s "  to  a  D uke of N orfo lk .

T h e re  is  no h i s to r i c a l  ev idence th a t  O ld c a s t le  w as  e v e r  su ch  a  page ; it

h a s  b een  su g g es ted  th a t  S ir  Jo h n  F a s to l f e  w as  in  h is  youth  a t ta c h e d  to

N o rfo lk 's  househo ld , but ag a in  t h e r e  is  no ev idence  to  c o n f i rm  th is  

33sp ecu la t io n .  W hen John W e e v e r  inc luded  su c h  a  s ta te m e n t  in  h is  

M i r r o r  fo r  M a r t y r s , he w as u s in g  in fo rm a tio n  he had  a c q u ire d  f ro m  

S h a k e s p e a re 's  d r a m a .  We m a y  a s s u m e ,  I b e liev e ,  th a t  S h a k e s p e a re  

fa b r ic a te d  th is  b it o f  " h is to ry "  to  b r in g  in to  h is  p lay  a  m ean in g fu l r e f e r e n c e  

to  E l iz a b e th a n  p o l i t ic a l  h is to ry ;  he m a k e s  only  s m a l l  u se  of it, f o r  h is  

p a t r o n s '  f a th e r s  had  been  a s  d e e p ly  e m b ro i le d  in  the  in t r ig u e s  of the  

Duke o f N orfo lk  a s  L o rd  C obham .

In the th i rd  s c e n e  of A c t II  of 1 H e n ry  IV H o tsp u r  e n te r s  th e  s ta g e  

w ith  a  l e t t e r  in h is  hand . T h is  l e t t e r ,  he  d e c l a r e s ,  w as  w r i t t e n  by  a  

'■frosty s p ir i te d  rogue , " a  "p ag an  r a s c a l l ,  " a n  " in fid e ll ,  " a  " d ish  o f sk im  

m ilk e .  " T h e se  t e r m s  a r e  s im i l a r  to  the  t e r m s  of co w a rd ic e  w hich  th e

33
The V a r io ru m  S h a k e s p e a re ,  p. 238.
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P r in c e  and  F o in s  have ju s t  heaped  on  F a l s t a f f ' s  head  in  the  im m e d ia te ly

p re c e d in g  s c e n e  of the  Gads H ill  ro b b e ry .  We know f ro m  H a rd y n g 's

s ta te m e n t  th a t  in W ark w o rth  C a s t le ,  of w hich  he w as ap p o in ted  co n s ta b le

a f t e r  the  d e fe a t  of the P e r c i e s ,  t h e r e  w e re  m an y  m a n u s c r ip t s  re v e a l in g

the  fac t  th a t  v a r io u s  lo rd s  of the r e a lm  had  c o m m u n ic a te d  w ith  H o tsp u r

34and p lanned  to  jo in  the  r e b e l l io n  a g a in s t  H e n ry  IV. S h a k e s p e a re  had  

h i s to r i c a l  g rounds  fo r  add ing  such  a  s c e n e  a s  th is  to  h is  p lay , but a g a in  

I would like to  su g g es t  th a t  the s c e n e  c o n ta in s  a  to p ic a l  a l lu s io n .  The 

B ishop  of R o s s ’s c o n fe ss io n  in  O c to b e r ,  1571, r e v e a le d  enough in f o r ­

m a tio n  to  p la c e  S ir  H e n ry  P e r c y  in  th e  T o w e r .  T h is  w as  one m on th  

p re c e d in g  th e  N o r th e rn  R eb e ll io n . R o ss  d e s c r ib e d  in  d e ta i l  h is  in te rv ie w  

w ith  P e r c y  and  that k n ig h t 's  a n s w e r  to  h is  s u g g e s t io n  th a t  h e  a t te m p t  to  

l ib e ra te  th e  Q ueen of Sco ts:

T h e n  he ^ e r c % /  s a id  he had  a  Sute a t  th is  P a r  la m e n t ,  
to  be E n h e r i to u r  to  h is  B r o th e r ,  and if  th a t  toke  not 
E f fe c t ,  he wold do the  b e s t  h e  could  fo r  th e  D e l iv e ry  
of th e  Scots Quene, but i f  i t  d id , he  w ould not m e d le  
b e c a w se  of h is  n e r e  C h i ld re n ,  but he wold loke th ro u g h  
h is  F y n g a r s  i f  sh e  e sk a p id  aw ay . T h e n  h e  ax id  how it 
m ig h t  be , and w hich  w a ie s  she  m ig h t  e sk a p e ,  and  w hat 
F r e e n d s  she had , and S ir  T h o m a s  S tan ley  w as n a m e d .

We have enough ev idence  f ro m  th e  R ido lf i  p lo t to  know th a t  th e  C obham s

w e re  involved  in  the  R id o lf i -N o rfo lk -Q u e e n  of S co ts  a f f a i r s  in  1570. T h a t

th e y  w e re  invo lved  in  the  p r e p a r a t io n s  fo r  the  1569 r e b e l l io n  is  s p e c u la t io n

34T h e  C hron ic le  of John H ard y n g  (London: F . C .  and  J .  R i vingt on, 
1812), p. i i i .

^^M urdin , p. 21.
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b a se d  upon s t ro n g  p ro b a b i l i ty .  A s  we s h a l l  s e e  l a t e r ,  Lady F r a n c e s  

C obham , L ord  C o b h a m 's  w ife, had  t i e s  w ith  the Sco tch  Q ueen w hich  

r e in fo rc e d  th o se  of h e r  h u sband  w ith  N orfo lk . W hat I would like  to  

su g g e s t  is  th a t  H o ts p u r 's  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  w r i t e r  o f  the  l e t t e r  o f w i th ­

d ra w a l  a s  "m y  L o rd  foo le"  can  be used  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  to L o rd  C obham . 

W hen L ord  C obham  knew th a t  C e c i l  and E l iz a b e th  had  gained  in te l l ig e n c e  

o f th e  p lo tting  be tw een  th e  P e r c i e s ,  M a ry  S tu a r t ,  and  c e r t a in  fo re ig n  

p r in c e s ,  a s  h e  would know f ro m  the  in te rc e p t io n  of th e  fo re ig n  p a c k e ts  

a t  Gads H ill,  he  w ithd rew  f ro m  the  1569 reb e l l io n ,  a s  did the  L o rd s  of 

P e m b ro k e ,  D erb y , L u m ley  and A ru n d e l .

L ily  B. C am p b e ll  h a s  ou tl ined  to  so m e  ex ten t  the  re la t io n s h ip  

b e tw een  the  r e b e l l io n  of H o tsp u r  a g a in s t  H en ry  IV and  the N o r th e rn  

R eb e ll io n  of 1569 a g a in s t  E l iz a b e th ,  r e v e a l in g  the  s im i l a r i t i e s  in  p a t t e r n

w hich  e x is t  be tw een  th e  two e v en ts ;  h e r  s tudy  c o n ta in s  convincing  ev idence

36th a t  S h a k e s p e a re  c a p i ta l iz e d  on th o se  s im i l a r i t i e s .  I would like to  

s u g g e s t  f u r th e r  in c id en ts  th a t  o c c u r r e d  in  the N o r th e rn  R eb e ll io n  w hich 

in d ica te  tha t  S i r  H e n ry  P e r c y ,  who b e c a m e  the  e ig h th  E a r l  of N o r th u m b e r ­

land, was the  p ro to ty p e  fo r  S h a k e s p e a r e 's  p o r t r a i t  o f  H o tsp u r ,  the  H e n ry  

P e r c y  of the H e n ry  IV p la y s .

^^L ily  B. C am pbell ,  S h a k e s p e a r e 's  " H i s to r i e s "  M i r r o r s  of 
E l iz a b e th a n  P o l ic y  (San M a rin o ,  C a l i fo rn ia :  T he  H untington L ib r a r y ,  
1958), pp. 228-38 . M is s .  C a m p b e l l  concluded  th a t  " the  r e b e l l io n  w hich  
S h a k e s p e a re  d re w  w as  m o tiy a te d  and  c a r r i e d  out w ith  g r e a t e r  r e s e m b la n c e  
to  th e  r e b e l l io n  of 1569 th a n  to  the  t h r e e  r e b e l l io n s  u n d e r  H e n ry  IV, w hich  
it  t e le s c o p e s ,  " p. 234.
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S ir  H en ry  P e r c y ' s  w ife w as  K a th e r in e  Nevil, d a u g h te r  and h e i r e s s

of John, L o rd  L a t im e r .  In h is  p lay  S h a k e s p e a re  g ives  H o ts p u r 's  w ife the

nam e of Kate a lthough  h i s to r i c a l l y  she  w as  E l iz a b e th  M o r t im e r .  It is

not i r r e g u l a r ,  I think, to  a s s u m e  th a t  S h a k e s p e a re 's  change  of g iven

n am e  is  m ean ing fu l;  we know th a t  S ir  C h a r l e s  and S ir  J o s c e l in e  P e r c y ,

two of K a th e r in e  P e r c y ' s  so n s ,  fought w ith  E s s e x  in  I re la n d ,  w e re  involved

w ith  E s s e x  and  Sou tham pton  in  the E s s e x  re b e l l io n  of 1601, and th a t  both

w e re  n am ed  a s  being am ong  th o se  who a r r a n g e d  fo r  the  L o rd  C h a m b e r -

37Ia in 's  M en to  p e r fo r m  R ic h a rd  H on the  eve of the  r e b e l l io n .  We know 

th a t  S ir  H e n ry  P e r c y ' s  show of loyalty  in  the  1569 r e b e l l io n  w as  su b te r fu g e .  

C e c i l ' s  s ta te m e n t  in  A  T r u e  an d  S u m m a r ie  R e p o r te  of the  E a r l e  of N o r th - 

u m b e r la n d s  T r e a s o n s  w as  th a t  H e n ry  P e r c y  "had  h is  hande  in  th a t  R e ­

bellion , " th a t  h e  w as in  e ffec t  " a s  f a r  r e  p lunged  in to  th e  s a m e ,  a s  th e  la te

E a r l e  h is  b r o th e r ,  h o w so e v e r  h e  wound h im s e l f e  out of the  d a n g e r  th e r e o f  

38a t  th a t  t im e .  " We know th a t  he w as invo lved  in  the  R ido lf i  p lo t, involved 

w ith  the  P a g e ts  and  o th e r  C a th o lic  e x i le s  on the C ontinen t,  a n  in vo lvem en t

^^C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s , D o m e s t ic ,  1598-1601 . p . 578.
T h is  in fo rm a t io n  a p p e a r s  in  the  d e p o s it io n  of A ugus tine  P h i l l ip p s  ta k e n  
on the  18th o f F e b r u a r y ,  1601; "On T h u r s d a y  o r  F r id a y  sevenn igh t.
S i r  C h a s .  P e r c y ,  S ir  J o s c e l in e  P e r c y ,  L o rd  M onteag le , and  s e v e r a l  
o th e r s  spoke  to  so m e  o f the  p la y e r s  to  p la y  th e  depos ing  and  k ill ing  
of King R ic h a rd  H, and p r o m is e d  to  g ive th e m  40 s .  m o re  th an  th e i r  
o rd in a ry ,  to  do so . " The s a m e  in fo rm a t io n  is  g iven  in  th e  d e p o s it io n  
of S ir  G eliy  M e r r ic k ,  ib id . , p .  575.

38 /W il l ia m  C e c U / , A  T r u e  and S u m m a r ie  R e p o r te  of the  
D e c la r a t io n  of Some P a r t  o f  th e  E a r l e  of N o r th u m b e r la n d s  T r e a s o n s  . . . 
(London: C. B a r k e r ,  1585), p .  2.
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w hich led to  h is  seco n d  a r r e s t ,  and  th a t  he w as  im p lic a te d  in  the  T h r o c k ­

m o r to n  p lo t w hich s e n t  h im  to  the T o w e r  fo r  the  th i rd  t im e .  S i r  H e n ry  

P e r c y ,  the  eighth  E a r l  o f  N o r th u m b e r la n d  w as  no s t r a n g e r  to  r e b e l l io n .

In the  sc en e  b e tw een  H o ts p u r  and h is  w ife ( P a r t  1 . I I .  iii), 

S h a k e sp e a re  s e e m s  Lo have in te n t io n a lly  c r e a te d  a  p a r a l l e l  w ith  the  a c t io n

in  the opening s ta n z a s  of the  fam o u s  ba llad , "T h e  R is in g  of the  N orth , "

39
w hich w as w r i t te n  soon  a f t e r  the r e b e l l io n  of 1569. The b a l la d  beg ins

w ith  L o rd  P e r c y  and h is  wife in  t h e i r  g a rd en ;  th e  E a r l  is  p r e p a r in g  to

r id e ,  and Lady P e r c y  i s  fe a r fu l ,  be ing  a w a re  of the  t r o u b le s  of h e r  L o rd .

The E a r l  c a l l s  a  m e s s e n g e r  to  h im :

To m a i s t e r  N o r to n  thou m u s t  goe 
In a l l  the  h a s te  th a t  e v e r  m a y  b ee .

C om m end  m e  to  th a t  g e n t le m a n ,
And b e a re  th i s  l e t t e r  h e r e  fo r  m ee ;

And s a y  th a t  e a r n e s t ly  I p r a y e .
He w ill  ryde  in  m y  co m p an ie .  •

S h a k e sp e a re  in  h is  v e r s io n  k eep s  L ady  P e r c y  innocen t of p la n s  of the 

reb e l l io n ,  and  he adds  h u m o r  to  the s c e n e .  H o ts p u r  c a l l s  h i s  s e rv a n t  to  

h im  and a s k s  if  the  p a c k e t  h a s  b een  sen t,  and we a s s u m e  f ro m  the  f o r e ­

going a c t io n  th a t  the m e s s a g e s  a r e  s e n t  to P e r c y ' s  c o h o r ts  in  r e b e l l io n .

In the r e b e l l io n  of 1569 " M a is te r  N o r to n "  w as  R ic h a rd  N o rto n  of N o r to n  

C o n y e rs ,  g e n e ra l ly  c a l le d  "O ld" N o r to n  o r  " P a t r i a r c h .  " He w as one of 

the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  l e a d e r s  u n d e r  th e  E a r l s .  He and h is  e igh t so n s  fought

39P r in te d  by G e ra ld  B re n a n ,  A H is to ry  of th e  H ouse  of P e r c y  
(2 v o lu m es ;  London: F r e e m a n t l e  and  Com pany, 1902), I, 297-302, c i ted  
h e r e a f t e r  a s  B ren an .
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w ith  a r d o r ,  but a f te r  the  f a i lu re  of th e  r e b e l l io n  he e sc a p e d  to  F la n d e r s  

w ith  two of h is  sons  and  w as  pen s io n ed  by P h i l ip .  S h a k e s p e a re  s e e m s  

to  have  had Old N orton  in  m ind  w hen he gave the  nam e "M o r to n "  to 

N o r th u m b e r la n d 's  r e t a i n e r  in  2 H e n ry  IV . T h a t  w as  c lo se  enough fo r  

anyone who r e m e m b e re d

T h ee , N orton , w i ' th in e  eight good so n n es .
T h ey  doom 'd  to  dye, a l a s ,  fo r  ru th !

Thy r e v e r e d  lo ck es  thee  could not sav e .
N o r  them  t h e i r  f a i r e  and b loom ing  youth .

S h a k e sp e a re  w ent to  som e leng ths  to  a l t e r  one m e n ta l  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c  of the  h i s to r i c a l  H o tsp u r .  T he c h r o n ic le r s  to ld  of the  s u p e r ­

s t i t io n  of the fam ous  P e r c y ,  and  th a t  w hen  he e n te r e d  the  b a t t le  of S h re w s ­

b u ry ,  he found he had left h i s  fa v o r i te  sw o rd  a t  th e  c a m p s i te  of the  p re v io u s

40
nigh t.  He a c c e p te d  th is  a s  a n  om en  of h is  d ea th .  S h a k e s p e a re 's  H o tsp u r  

d ra w s  h is  sw o rd  a t  the  b a t t le  of S h re w sb u ry  and an n o u n ces ,  " h e r e  d raw  

1/ A sw o rd  w hose  te m p e r  I in tend  to  s t a i n /  W ith th e  b e s t  blood th a t  I can  

m e e t  w i th a l /  In the a d v e n tu re  of th is  p e r i lo u s  day , " (V . i i  . 92 -94 ).  

S h a k e s p e a re  s e e m s  to  have  c r e a te d  the  s c e n e  b e tw een  G len d o w er and 

H o ts p u r  in  w hich  H o tsp u r  r id ic u le s  the  W elch  l e a d e r 's  s u p e r s t i t io n s  (II I .  i) 

to  enhan ce  the  r a t io n a l i s t i c  m ak eu p  of H o t s p u r 's  m in d .  We do not know 

a c tu a l ly  w h e th e r  H en ry  P e r c y ,  the  e igh th  E a r l ,  w as  s u p e r s t i t io u s  o r  not, 

but we c a n  a s s u m e  the  l a t t e r  f ro m  o u r  know ledge of h is  e ld e s t  son, the 

n in th  E a r l ,  w h o se  r a t io n a l  m ind  m ade  h im  one of the  p r in c ip a l  le a d e r s  of

40Brenan, I, 79.
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the m o v em en t fo r  s c ie n ti f ic  e x p e r im e n ta t io n  in  E l iz a b e th 's  and J a m e s '  

r e ig n s .

In S h a k e s p e a re 's  p lay  H o tsp u r  d ies  a t  the  h ands  of P r in c e  Hal, 

and F a ls ta f f ,  s tab b in g  the dead  P e r c y ,  d em an d s  c r e d i t  fo r  the  deed . 

H is to r ic a l ly ,  H o tsp u r  is  s a id  to  have  e n te re d  the  b a t t le  of S h re w sb u ry  

w ith  h is  v i s o r  up so  th a t  he could  be re c o g n iz e d  by both  h is  own m e n  and 

the  enem y . He d ied  w hen a  ch an ce  a r ro w ,  fa lling  f ro m  a loft,  p ie r c e d  

h is  b r a in .  H o t s p u r 's  body w as  i n t e r r e d  in  th e  c h a p e l  o f  T h o m as  N evil 

a t  W h itch u rch  so m e  s ix te e n  m i le s  f ro m  the  s c e n e  o f b a t t le ,  but a  day  o r  

two l a t e r  the  body w as r e m o v e d  f ro m  i ts  g ra v e ,  r e tu rn e d  to  S h rew sb u ry ,  

and a f t e r  being rubbed  w ith  s a l t ,  w as  p laced  u p r ig h t  be tw een  two m il ls to n e s  

in the  m a r k e tp la c e .  L a te r  the  h ead  w as  s e n t  to  a d o rn  th e  gate  of York,

and th e  q u a r t e r s  w e re  d is t r ib u te d  in  London, B r is to l ,  C h e s te r ,  and N ew -

41
c a s t le .  S h a k e s p e a re 's  v e r s io n  of H o ts p u r 's  d ea th  is  m o re  d r a m a t ic ;  

the  m ee tin g  of th e  two a n ta g o n is ts  h a s  b e c o m e  a  n e c e s s i ty  in  the  p lay  

b e c a u s e  of the  a n t i th e s is  the  d r a m a t i s t  h a s  c r e a te d  in  the  two c h a r a c t e r s ,  

but S h a k e s p e a re 's  d e p a r tu re  f ro m  the  c h ro n ic le  s to r i e s  i s ,  I b e l iev e ,  

m ean in g fu l w ith  r e g a r d  to  E l iz a b e th a n  h i s to r y .  S i r  H e n ry  P e r c y ,  the  

e igh th  E a r l  of N o r th u m b e r la n d ,  d ied  m y s te r io u s ly  in  the  T o w er  of London 

on the  21st of June , 1585. T h e re  w e re  a t  l e a s t  fo u r  d if fe re n t  sp ecu la t io n s  

c o n c e rn in g  the  c a u s e  o f h is  d ea th .  The o f f ic ia l  r e p o r t  s ta te d  th a t  th e  E a r l  

"knowing th e r e b y  howe haynous  h i s  o ffences  w e re ,  f e a r in g  the  ju s t i c e  and

^^Brenan, I, 8 1 -2 .
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s e v e r i ty  o f  the  L aw es, and  so the ruyne  and o v e r th ro w e  of h is  house ,

42fel in to  d e s p e ra t io n ,  and  so  to  the d e s t ru c t io n  of h im se lfe .  " B u rg h le y 's  

e n e m ie s  s a id  the  E a r l  w as  innocen t but, s e e in g  h im s e l f  h e lp le s s ly  c o n ­

dem ned  by u n sc ru p u lo u s  foes, he k il led  h im s e l f  to  save  h is  e s ta te  fo r  

h is  sons ;  g o s s ip  c i r c u la te d  in  w hich S ir  C h r is to p h e r  H atton  w as a c c u s e d  

of a s s a s s in a t i n g  the E a r l ;  and the C atho lic  fac t io n  a t  hom e and on the 

C ontinen t a c c u s e d  E l iz a b e th  of N o r th u m b e r la n d 's  "foul m u r d e r .  The 

E a r l ' s  body w as b u r ie d  w ith in  the T o w er  g ro u n d s  a f t e r  L o rd  H unsdon had  

ex am in ed  th e  th re e  b u lle t  wounds found in  the  E a r l ' s  c h e s t - - t h r e e  gaping 

wounds i t  w as  ru m o re d  w hich m ad e  th e  su ic id e  th e o ry  im p o s s ib le .  T he 

F r e n c h  and  S pan ish  A m b a s s a d o r s  in  London w ro te  to  t h e i r  g o v e rn m e n ts  

th a t  N o r th u m b e r la n d  h ad  b een  a s s a s s in a t e d  a t  th e  conn ivance  of the  Q ueen; 

a t  Cologne a  p am p h le t  w as  p u b lish ed  e n t i t led  C ru d e l i ta t i s  C a lv in ian ae  

E x e m p la  duo R e c e n t i s s im a  ex A n g lia  w hich  a c c u s e d  the E n g l is h  le a d e r s  

of g o v e rn m e n t  o f  m u r d e r .  T h is  p am p h le t  w as t r a n s la t e d  in to  F re n c h ,  

G e rm a n ,  Span ish , I ta l ia n ,  and E n g l ish  and  w as  the c a u se  of B u rg h le y 's  

a u th o r s h ip  o f A  T ru e  and  S u m m a r ie  R e p o r t e . A m ong th e  S ta te  P a p e r s  

is  a  w r i t t e n  s ta te m e n t  o f  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l  P o p h am  show ing th a t  the o r ig in

42A  T r u e  and S u m m a r ie  R e p o r te  . . . , p . 13.

43 B re n a n ,  II, 24.

44
Ib id . . n ,  25.

^^D N B. XLIV» 410.
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of th e  c o n s p ir a c y  of F r a n c i s  T h ro c k m o r to n  fo r  the  l ib e ra t io n  of the  Q ueen

of Scots  and the to le ra t io n  of r e l ig io n  could be t r a c e d  to the  E a r l  of

N o r th u m b e r la n d .  P o p h am  u s e s  th e  s e c r e t  v is i t s  of C h a r le s  P a g e t  to

P e tw o r th  and v a r io u s  co n n ec tio n s  be tw een  th e  E a r l  and  L o rd  P a g e t  and

C h a r le s  A ru n d e l  to f u r th e r  im p l ic a te  N o r th u m b e r la n d .^ ^  News of C h a r le s

P a g e t 's  in te rv ie w s  w ith  N o r th u m b e r la n d 's  son  in  P a r i s  had  b een  re la y e d

to  W als in g h a m  by S ir  H e n ry  C obham , the  E n g l ish  A m b a s s a d o r  in  P a r i s ,

in  the  s p r in g  o f 1582. W hen w o rd  o f the  a m b a s s a d o r 's  a c t io n s  re a c h e d

young H en ry  P e r c y  in  P a r i s ,  he w ro te  to  W als in g h am :

Righte  H onnorab le :  I doe u n d e rs ta n d e  th a t  S i r  H e n ry  C obham , 
A m b a s s a d o r  h e r e  f o r  h e r  m a ie s te ,  h a the  not long agoe in fo rm e d  
y o u r  H onnor, both  a g a in s t  m e  and  M r .  P a g e t t ,  fo r  c o n v e rs in g  
som e ty m e s  one w ith  the  o th e r ,  and th a t  M r .  P a g e t t  shou ld  not 

,  one lie  s e e k  to  d is su a d e  m e  f ro m  the  R e lig io n  I have  b e e n  
n o u r r i s h e d  and  b re d d  upp in, but a lso  d e a le  w ith  m e in  u n -  
dew tifu ll  P r a c t i s e s .  W hen I h a r d  of th is  M a n n e r  of m y  Lo: 
A m b a s s a d o r 's  p ro c e e d in g e ,  i t  g re v e d  m e  v e r y  m uche , in  
r e s p e c t  of h is  p la c e ,  w hat fo rc e  h is  A d v e r t i s m e n t  m igh t 
c a r i e  a g a in s t  m e ,  to  b r in g e  m e in  D is g ra c e  w ith  h e r  M a ie s te ,  
and D is p le a s u r e  w ith  m y  Lo: m y  F a t h e r .  . .

By th e  s a m e  c a r r i e r  young P e r c y  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  to  h is  f a th e r  u rg in g  tha t

C obham  be m ad e  to p ro v e  h is  loose  a c c u s a t io n s .  G e ra ld  B re n a n  a s s e r t s

th a t  th is  w as done, and  th a t  th e  A m b a s s a d o r  w as co m p e lled  to  ap o lo g ize .

46 C a le n d a r  of S tate  P a p e r s , D o m e s tic ,  1581-1590, p. 187. 

^ ^ P r in te d  by B re n a n ,  II, 33 -34 .

4®Ibid., n , 34.
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It s e e m s  ev iden t,  in s p i te  of a p o lo g is ts ,  th a t  the E a r l  of N o r th ­

u m b e r la n d  w as involved in th e  C atho lic  c o n s p i r a c y  w hich F r a n c i s  T h r o c k ­

m o r to n  w as  e n g in e e r in g  in 1583. S ir  E d w a rd  S tafford , who r e p la c e d  S ir  

H en ry  C obham  a s  E n g l is h  A m b a s s a d o r  in F r a n c e ,  w ro te  to  W als in g h am  

on the 8th of J a n u a ry ,  1584, th a t  h is  in fo r m e r  in  the hou seh o ld  of the  

Duke of G uise  had ju s t  r e la y e d  to h im  a  d e s c r ip t io n  of a  s e c r e t  m e e tin g  

of the Duke w ith  the  B ishop  of R o ss ,  T h o m a s  M organ, and  the  P o p e 's  

nuncio . T h ey  had, he  r e p o r te d ,  r e c e iv e d  new s f ro m  E n g lan d  th a t  th e  

E a r l  o f  S h re w sb u ry  had  r e fu s e d  to  d e l iv e r  up the  Q ueen of Sco ts  and  th a t

the  E a r l s  of N o r th u m b e r la n d ,  A ru n d e l ,  R u tland , and L o rd  M ontague w e re

49expec ting  b eau  jeu  in  E ng land  soon. But b e fo re  W als in g h am  re c e iv e d  

S ta f fo rd 's  in te l l ig en ce  he h im s e l f  sen t  new s to  P a r i s  th a t  the  S panish  

A m b a s s a d o r ,  B e rn a rd in o  de M endoza, had  b e e n  co m m an d ed  to  leave 

E ng land  b e c a u se  of h is  in t r ig u e s  w ith  the  Q ueen  of S co ts , h is  c o n fe re n c e s  

w ith  F r a n c i s  T h ro c k m o r to n  on w ays and m e a n s  to  invade E ng land , h is  

p lans  w ith  the Duke of G uise  and  P h i l ip  to  f in an ce  the  p lot, and  " su c h  

o th e r  like p r a c t i c e s ,  w h e re in  it i s  p roved  th a t  he  h a th  b e e n  a  d e a le r  

a g a in s t  h e r  M a je s ty  and  the S ta te .  " W als in g h am  concluded  h is  d e sp a tc h  

by re la t in g  th a t  "m y  lo rd  of N o r th u m b e r la n d  w as  y e s te rd a y  c o m m it te d  

to  the  T o w e r ,  a c c o rd in g  to  a  re so lu t io n  ta k e n  about a  fo r tn ig h t  s in c e  in  

th a t  b eh a lf .  W als in g h am  had  le a rn e d  in  O c to u e r  of 1583 th ro u g h  one

49 C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s , F o re ig n ,  1583-1584, p. 299.

50
Ibid. . p. 301.
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of h is  sp ie s  in the  F r e n c h  e m b a s s y  th a t  F r a n c i s  T h ro c k m o r to n  (nephew

of S i r  N icho las  T h ro c k m o r to n )  w as the  i n t e r m e d ia r y  in  E ng land  fo r  the

new H is p a n o -G u is e p lo t. T h ro c k m o r to n  w as  a r r e s t e d ,  ra c k e d ,  and

e x e c u te d .  In h is  c o n fe s s io n  he  a d m it te d  N o r th u m b e r la n d  and o th e r s

w e re  r e la p s e d  C a th o lic s  and  s y m p a th i s e r s  w ith  M a ry  S tu a r t ' s  c a u se ,

but T h ro c k m o r to n  r e t r a c t e d  h is  c o n fe ss io n  on the sca ffo ld .  W a ls in g h a m

found in T h ro c k m o r to n 's  p o s s e s s io n  a  l i s t  of the  m a jo r  p o r ts  of E ng lan d

and a  l i s t  of the  n o b lem en  who would jo in  the  p lo t .  The Duke of G uise

w as  to  have  invaded  E ng lan d  f ro m  the n o r th ;  the  s o u th e rn  p o r t s  w e re  to

have  b een  invaded by S pan ish  fo rc e s  u n d e r  the  c o m m a n d  of C h a r le s

51
A ru n d e l  and T h o m as  T h ro c k m o r to n .  W e re  the  C inque P o r t s  in c lu d ed

in  th is  p lo t?  The l is t  w h ich  w as  ta k e n  f ro m  F r a n c i s  T h ro c k m o r to n  w as

h ead ed ,  "h av en s  in  e v e ry  c o a s t  f i t te  f o r  th e  landing of f o r c e s ,  " and  it

52co n ta in ed  a  d e s c r ip t io n  of t h e i r  c a p a c i t ie s ,  the  p re v a l in g  w inds, e tc .  

D o v e r ,  Sandwich, and Rye w e re  the  b u s ie s t  and  b e s t  p o r t s  in  E n g lan d .

L o rd  C o b h a m 's  p a s t  m a c h in a t io n s  would lead  us to  s u s p e c t  th a t  he  w as  

a g a in  v u ln e ra b le  to  t r e a s o n a b le  su g g e s t io n s  by the  c o n s p i r a to r s .  We 

know th a t  h is  n am e  a p p e a re d  on a  l is t  th a t  i s  thought to  have  b een  c o m p ile d  

by T h ro c k m o r to n ;  on the l i s t  C o b h a m 's  r e l ig io n  is  s ta te d  a s  being  n e i th e r

51 C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . F o re ig n ,  1584-1584, p. 716.

52
Q. Z. A  D is c o v e r ie  of the  T r e a s o n s  P r a c t i s e d  . . . by F r a n c i s  

T h ro c k m o r to n  (London: C. B a r k e r ,  1584), fol. B ii i^ .
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53
C atho lic  n o r  P r o te s t a n t  but " in d i f f e r e n t . "  We know th a t  L o rd  C o b h a m 's  

c a r e l e s s n e s s  in  the  Ridolfi p lo t in  allow ing h is  s e rv a n t  to  a p p reh en d  

C h a r le s  B a il ley  and the im p o r ta n t  pack e t of l e t t e r s  r e s u l te d  in  the  dow n­

fa l l  of the  Duke of N orfolk; it is  only s p e c u la t io n  th a t  he had a  hand in 

the  b e t r a y a l  of the  T h ro c k m o r to n  p lo t w hich  r e s u l te d  e v e n tu a l ly  in the 

E a r l  o f  N o r th u m b e r la n d 's  a r r e s t  and d ea th .  We do know th a t  L o rd  C o b ­

h am  w as  m ade  Knight of the  G a r t e r  in  1584, th a t  he b e c a m e  a  m e m b e r  

of the  P r iv y  C ouncil  in F e b r u a r y  o f 1586. E l iz a b e th  u s u a l ly  r e s e r v e d  

th e s e  p r iz e  a p p o in tm en ts  a s  r e w a rd  fo r  v a lo ro u s  s e rv ic e ;  L o rd  C obham  

had  done none. W hen P r in c e  H al e n te r s  the  s ta g e  a f t e r  th e  b a t t le  of 

S h re w sb u ry ,  F a l s t a f f  e x c la im s  " i f  y o u r  f a th e r  w ill  doe m e  an ie  honour, 

so; If not, le t  h im  k il l  the  nex t P e r c i e  h im s e l f e :  I looke to  bee  e i th e r  

E a r l e  o r  Duke, I c a n  a s s u r e  you, " (V .  iv . 139-41).

F a l s t a f f ' s  " r e s u r r e c t i o n "  on the  b a t t le f ie ld  of S h re w sb u ry  a f t e r

he  h a s  c o u n te r fe i te d  dea th  a t  th e  a t t a c k  of A rc h ib a ld ,  E a r l  of D oug las ,

is  r e la te d  to  the  f in a l  ep isode  in  S i r  John O ld c a s t le 's  legend . The o r ig in a l

c h r o n ic le r s  r e la te d  th a t  O ld c a s t le  had  a s k e d  S i r  T h o m a s  E rp in g h a m  to

s e e k  to le r a t io n  fo r  th e  L o l la rd s  i f  he  c a m e  b a c k  to  life a f t e r  th r e e  d a y s .

Stow p r in te d  th is  p a r t  of the  legend  in  h is  a c c o u n t  o f O ld c a s t le 's  h i s to r y

54in  the  1592 e d it io n  of The A n n a le s  of E n g la n d . S h a k e s p e a re  m a k e s

^^John  B. W ainew righ t,  "T w o L is ts  o f In f lu en tia l  P e r s o n s  
A p p a re n t ly  P r e p a r e d  in  the I n te r e s t s  o f  M a ry ,  Q ueen o f  S co ts , 1574 
and  1 5 8 2 ,"  C a tho lic  R ec o rd  S o c ie ty , XUI (1913), 140.

54John  Stow, A n n a le s ,  1592 ed ition , p .  572.



89

u se  oi the  legend w ith  innocuous h u m o r  and  i ro n y ;  F a l s t a f f  knows h is

r e s u r r e c t io n  is  c o u n te r fe i t ,  but he is  q u iz z ic a l  about H o ts p u r 's  r i s in g  - -

"zounds I am  a f ra id  of th i s  gunpow der P e r c y , though he  be dead , how

55
if  he should  c o u n te r fe t  too  and r i s e ? "  The i ro n y  involved  is  c o m ­

pounded by the  fac t  tha t  the  re b e l l io u s  s p i r i t  of th e  P e r c i e s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  

th a t  of the L o rd s  of C obham , was to r i s e  a g a in  to  p lague the  r u l e r s  of 

E ng land .

F u r th e r  O ld c a s t le  a l lu s io n s  c a n  be found in  the t a v e r n  scen e  

( I I .  iv . 500-12) of 1 H e n ry  IV. F a l s t a f f  h a s  h id d en  h im s e l f  behind the  

a r r a s  to avoid  the hue and  c r y  of the s h e r i f f ,  an d  w hen P o in s  d i s c o v e r s  

th e  "o ily  r a s c a l l "  a s le e p ,  h e  s e a r c h e s  h is  p o c k e ts  fo r  v a lu a b le s  w hich  

t u r n  out to  be t a v e r n  b i l l s  f o r  b re a d  and  s a c k  - -  "O  m o n s t ro u s  ! but one 

h a lfep en iw o rth  of b re a d  to  th is  in to l le ra b le  d e a le  o f  s a c k ? "  One p r im a r y  

e le m e n t  of O ld c a s t le 's  h e r e s y  had  b e e n  h is  u n o rthodox  b e l ie f  c o n c e rn in g  

the  b re a d  and wine of the  s a c r a m e n t  o f  th e  a l t a r ;  the  L o l la rd s  re fu se d  

to  b e l iev e  the  d o c t r in e  of t r a n s u b s ta n t ia t io n .  O ld c a s t le 's  Lo i la rd y  s e e m s  

to  be r id ic u le d  in  th e se  l in es  a s  w ell  a s  in  the  p re c e d in g  l in es  w hen P o in s  

r e m a r k s  to F a ls ta f f ,  "M o n s ie u r  r e m o r s e ?  w hat s a ie s  s i r  Jo h n  Sacke, 

and  S ugar  J a c k e ?  howe a g r e e s  the  D iu e l l  and th e e  about th y  so u le  th a t  

th o u  so u ld es t  h im  on good f r id a y  la s t ,  f o r  a  cup  of M e d e ra  an d  a  cold 

capons  legge, " ( I .  i i . 107-11).

55 T he i t a l i c s  a r e  m in e ;  th e  e igh th  E a r l  o f  N o r th u m b e r la n d  w as 
c o v e re d  w ith  gunpow der b u rn s  w hen  h i s  body  w as  found in  th e  T o w e r .  
G unpow der, of c o u r s e ,  w as  not in  u se  a t  th e  B a t t le  o f S h re w sb u ry .
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The t a v e r n  s c e n e ,  in  w hich  F a l s t a f f  and  the P r in c e  a c t  out 

d r a m a t ic a l ly  " in  King C a m b y s e s  ve in"  an  im a g in a ry  in te rv ie w  be tw een  

the  King and H a l on the m e r i t  o r  lack  of m e r i t  of the  P r i n c e 's  com panion , 

p ro v id e s  two v e r s io n s  of th a t  fat c o m p a n io n 's  c h a r a c t e r .  F a l s ta f f ,  a s  

King, d e c la r e s  tha t  "a  goodly  p o r t ly  m an  i 'fay th ,  and a  c o rp u le n t ,  of a  

c h e e r fu l  looke, a  p lea s in g  e ie ,  and  a  m o s t  noble c a r ia g e "  is  n e a r  the 

P r in c e ,  and should  be kept t h e r e ,  " fo r  H a r ry ,  I s e e  v e r tu e  in  h is  lookes, " 

( I I .  i v . 3 9 4 - 9 9 ). H al in  t u r n  p o r t r a y s  th e  King an d  d e c la r e s  th a t  " a  d iu e l l  

hau n ts  thee  in  th e  l ik e n e sse  o f a n  olde fa t m an , a  tu n  of m a n  is  thy  

com pan ion . . . .  a  ro s te d  M a n n in g tre  Oxe. . . . F a ls ta l f f e ,  th a t  olde 

w hite  b e a rd e d  Sathan , " {II. iv . 419-21 , 424, 434). T h is  of c o u r s e  is 

s a t i r e  on the tw o v e r s io n s  of O ld c a s t le 's  c h a r a c t e r  th a t  had  com e down 

th ro u g h  the c h ro n ic le s .  T he  L o l la rd  in s u r r e c t io n  w hich  p lanned  to  m ake  

O ld c a s t le  re g e n t  s e e m s  to  be a lluded  to  in th is  s a m e  scene  w hen  F a l s t a f f  

p lay s  the  King and  d e c l a r e s ,  " th is  c h a i r e  s h a l l  be m y  s ta te ,  th i s  d ag g e r  

m y  s c e p te r ,  an d  th is  cu sh io n  m y  crow ne , " and  a g a in  in  the  l in es  p re c e d in g  

w hich  con ta in  F a l s t a f f ' s  b ra g g a d o c io  r e m a r k ,  " i f  I do not b e a t  th e e  out of 

th y  kingdom w ith  a  d a g g e r  o f  lath, and d r iu e  a l l  th y  su b je c ts  a f o re  thee  

like a  flock  of w ild  g e e s e ,  i le  n e u e r  w e a re  h a i r e  on m y  face m o re ,  you 

p r in c e  of W ales , " ( lines  120-23). T h is  sc e n e  c o n ta in s  i ro n ic  a d u m b ra t io n  

in  the  r e fe r e n c e  to  th e  h u rd le  w hich  O ld c a s t le  ro d e  to  the  g a l lo w s .  F a l ­

s ta f f  h im s e l f  r e t o r t s  w hen th e  s h e r i f f  is  a t  the  d o o r ,  " i f  I b e c o m e  not a  

C a r t  a s  w e ll  a s  a n o th e r  m an , a  p lague  on m y  b r in g in g  up, I  hope I  s h a l l
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a s  soone bee s t r a n g le d  with a h a l t e r  a s  a n o th e r ,  " ( l in es  466-68). T h e re  

a r e  s e v e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  to  F a l s t a f f  and the  ga llow s in  the  two p lays: P r in c e  

John  th re a te n s  h im  v/ith b reak in g  som e g a l lo w s ' b ack  ( P a r t  2 .  IV .  i i i . 31), 

and P r in c e  Hal ta u n ts  h im  in P a r t  1 w ith  th e  " r id g e  of th e  g a l lo w es"  and 

w ith  being a  r a r e  h a n g m a n  ( I .  i i  . 36, 63). D oll T e a r s h e e t  t e a s e s  F a l s t a f f  

by ca l l in g  h im  a  "w h o rso n  l i t t le  tyd ie  B a r th o lm e w  B o rep ig g e ,  " and sh e  

a s k s  w hen he w ill  p a tc h  up h is  body fo r  h eaven ; F a l s t a f f  m o an s ,  "p e a c e  

(good Dol) doe not sp e a k e  like a  D ea th sh ead :  doe not bid m e  r e m e m b e r  

m in e  e n d , "  ( P a r t  2 .  I I .  i v . 231-36). The P r in c e  c a l l s  F a l s t a f f  a  "w h o rso n  

C a n d le -m y n e "  (m e lted  ta llow ) in  the sa m e  sc e n e  (line 304); and in  P a r t  1 

he r e f e r s  to  a  d ish  of m e l te d  b u t te r  and r e m a r k s  of F a ls ta f f ,  "behold  th a t  

com pound, " ( I I . i v . 108), T h is  i s  g ru e s o m e  s a t i r e .

T he  thousand  m a r k s  o f fe re d  a s  r e w a rd  by H e n ry  V fo r  th e  c a p tu re  

of O ld c a s t le ,  a  r e w a rd  th a t  F o x e  m ad e  m u ch  of, i s  p e rh a p s  a lluded  to  

w hen F a l s t a f f  m e e ts  th e  L o rd  C h ief  J u s t i c e  ( P a r t  2 .  I .  i i . 175-76), and  in  

b rag g in g  of h is  own y o u th fu ln ess  th e  fa t kn igh t r e m a r k s ,  "he  th a t  w ill  

c a p e r  w ith  m ee  fo r  a  th o u san d  M a rk e s ,  le t  h im  lend m e  th e  m oney, & haue  

a t  h im .  " The two m e n  had  ju s t  been  d is c u s s in g  F a l s t a f f ' s  r e fu s a l  to a n s w e r  

a  c i ta t io n  by the  L o rd  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  to  co m e  to  C o u r t .

F a l s t a f f 's  ra g g e d  a r m y  of " re v o l te d  t a p s t e r s ,  and  o s t l e r s  t r a d e -  

fa l len , the  c a n k e r s  of a  c a lm  w o r ld "  w hich  he leads  to  S h re w sb u ry  a s

^ ^ B aesk e  po in ted  out th is  a l lu s io n  in  h is  study, p .  87.
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"food fo r  p o w d er"  h a s  m a rc h e d  th ro u g h  St. A lb a n s  w h ere  one s o ld ie r  

h a s  s to le n  a  m a k e - s h i f t  s h i r t  f ro m  the  hos t of the  inn ( P a r t  1 . I V . i i . 43). 

We a r e  r e m in d e d  of the c h r o n ic le r  o f  St. A lb a n s '  d e s c r ip t io n  of the  a r m y  

of l a b o r e r s  and  h u sb an d m e n  who p a s s e d  by the  abbey  on t h e i r  way to  

London to jo in  L o rd  C obham . The g o v e rn m e n t  r e c o r d s  l i s te d  O ld c a s t le 's  

fo llo w e rs  a s  b a k e r s ,  b r a s i e r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  c o r d e n e r s ,  c u r r i e r s ,  d r a p e r s ,  

d y e r s ,  f u l l e r s ,  g lo v e r s ,  h o s ie r s ,  i ro n m o n g e r s ,  l a b o u re r s ,  m e r c e r s ,  

p a r c h m e n e r s ,  t a i l o r s ,  s a d d le r s ,  s p u r r i e r s ,  s m i th s ,  w ebs, p loughm en, 

e t c . ^ ^  S h a k e s p e a re 's  s a t i r e  is  tw o -e d g e d  h o w e v e r ,  fo r  the  Cobham s of 

the  s ix teen th  c e n tu ry  led p o o r  s o ld ie r s  too and  t h e i r  m e th o d s  of paying 

a s  w e ll  a s  m u s te r in g  s o ld ie r s  w e re  q u e s tio n ed .  In the  fa ll  o f  1582 S ir  

John  N o r r i s ,  c o m m a n d e r  o f the  E n g l is h  fo rc e s  in  the Low C o u n tr ie s ,  

w ithheld  p ay m en t to  the t ro o p s  of S i r  John  C obham , L o rd  C o b h a m 's  

b r o th e r ,  fo r  w hat he c o n s id e re d  good c a u s e .  T h e  t ro o p s  w e re  being r id d le d  

by d i s e a s e  and  w a r f a r e ,  and m a n y  of John  C o b h a m 's  s o ld ie r s  w e re  dead . 

C obham  had  w r i t t e n  to  W als in g h a m  in A ugust f ro m  D u n k irk  th a t  "o u r  

E n g l is h m e n  a r e  so  i l l  hand led  by the  b e t t e r  s o r t  bo th  fo r  p a y  and v ic tu a ls  

th a t ,  i f  t h e r e  be no b e t t e r  o r d e r  taken , o u r  s o ld i e r s  w il l  not t a r r y  h e re ." ^ ®  

In O c to b er ,  w hen  S ir  Jo h n  N o r r i s  r e c e iv e d  m o n ey  f ro m  the E s t a t e s  to  p ay  

th e  E n g lish  t ro o p s ,  he  paid  e igh t of the e le v e n  co m p a n ie s ,  bu t he re fu s e d

5‘̂ Quoted by W ylie, I, 275-76 .

C O

C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s , F o r e ig n . 1582, p. 240.
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to  g ive  C obham  the m oney  fo r  h is  t h r e e  c o m p a n ie s .  C obham  w ro te  to

W als in g h am  in  co m p la in t ,  s ta t in g ,  "he  [ N o r r i ^ /  s a y s  th a t  r a t h e r  than  I

shou ld  have the  m oney  w hich  r e m a in s  in  h is  hands fo r  m y  'dead  pays ,  '

59
he w il l  d e l iv e r  i t  b ack  to  the  E s ta t e s  on h is  accoun t and  reck o n in g . "

We do not know w h e th e r  S ir  John  C obham  re c e iv e d  the  m oney  fo r  t ro o p s  

th a t  h ad  b een  "food fo r  p o w d er"  o r  no t.  We know f ro m  a  l e t t e r  w r i t te n  

in  N o v e m b e r  of 1588 th a t  co m p la in t  w as  a g a in  being lodged a g a in s t  S ir  

John  C obham , th is  t im e  by T h o m a s  R andolph , the E n g l is h  A m b a s s a d o r  

to  Sco tland , a  K en tish  g en tlem an , and a  f r ie n d  of L o rd  C obham . R an d o lp h 's  

l e t t e r  i s  a d d r e s s e d  to  W als in g h a m  and  h e  c o m p la in s  th a t  M r.  John  C obham  

w as

, . . appoynted  to  be a  cap ta in  a s  o th e r s  w e r e  o f d iv e r s  
s e le c te d  s o ld ie r s  w ith in  Kent - - w hat benefit  h e  got in  th e  
cho ice  o f  h is  m en , tak ing  up and  leav ing  out a s  m an y  a s  fo r  
m o n ey  h e  liked, I s p e a k  not of -  -  but fo r  th a t  w hich  j^s _  
co m p la in ed  unto m e of by m y  n e ig h b o rs  of M ilton  /_Kei^/ 
and  m o s t  of th em  h e r  m a j e s t y ' s  te n a n ts  is ,  th a t  t h e i r  
c a p ta in  hav ing  r e c e iv e d  pay of h e r  m a je s ty  f o r  a  t im e  fo r  
su ch  s o ld ie r s  a s  s e rv e d  u n d e r  h im  th a t  he r e ta in e th  t h e i r  
whole w ag es  in  h is  h ands  and p a y e th  th em  noth ing  to  whom 
it is  due, y o u r  h o n o u r  c o n s id e re th  w h e th e r  th is  be b o rn  
w ith  o r  not, though I  f e a r  it be too  co m m o n  w ith  o th e r  
c a p ta in s  th a t  use  th e  like .

T h is  w as  the A rm a d a  y e a r  in  w hich  e v e r y  a b le -b o d ie d  E n g l is h m a n  had

ta k e n  up a r m s .  S i r  John  C obham  s e e m s  to  have p ro f i te d  w ith  m u s te r in g

and pay ing  h is  fe llow  K e n tish m e n .

^ ^ Ib id . ,  p .  383.

^ ^ C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . S co tland , 1588. p . 639. T h is  l e t t e r  
w as d is c o v e re d  am ong  th e  S ta te  P a p e r s  so m e  y e a r s  ag o  by R o b e r t  B. S h arp e  
who s u g g e s te d  i ts  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  S h a k e s p e a re 's  F a l s t a f f .  See The R e a l  
W ar  of the  T h e a te r s  (Boston: D .C ,  H ea th  and  C om pany , 1935), p . 72.
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The ep isode  in  2 H enry  IV in w hich  F a l s t a f f  " c a p tu r e s "  S ir  John  

C olville  of the D ale  in  G a u ltre e  F o r e s t  (IV . i i i)  is p o ss ib ly  a  r e fe r e n c e  

to  the  Scotch in fo rm e r ,  S ir  John  C o lv ille ,  and  h is  in t r ig u e s  in  E ng land  

and on the  C ontinen t du ring  E l iz a b e th 's  r e ig n .  C o lv il le  w as  a  g ra d u a te  

of the  U n iv e rs i ty  of Saint A n d re w s  and had b eco m e fo r  a  t im e  C h a n to r  of 

G lasgow . In 1578 he w as appo in ted  M a s te r  of R e q u e s ts  a t  the  S co tt ish  

C ourt,  and  it w as  in  th is  p o s i t io n  th a t  he found m e a n s  of cu lt iv a tin g  an  

in t im a c y  w ith  the  E n g lish  A m b a s s a d o r  and  e s ta b l i s h e d  t i e s  w ith  the  

E n g l ish  g o v e rn m e n t.  C o lv ille  w a s  fu rn ish in g  W als in g h am  w ith  in fo rm a t io n  

f ro m  Sco tland  a s  e a r ly  a s  1583; in  F e b r u a r y  of th a t  y e a r  W als ingham  

w ro te  to  A m b a s s a d o r  Cobham  in  P a r i s  th a t  C o lv il le  w as ex pec ted  in  London 

soon to  " t r e a t  of so m e  m o re  in w a rd  a m ity  b e tw een  h e r  M a je s ty  and th e  king

ftph is  m a s t e r .  " C o lv ille  had b e e n  in  P a r i s  d u r in g  S ir  H e n ry  C o b h a m 's  te n u re  

th e r e  a s  A m b a s s a d o r ,  and C o lv il le  had  b e e n  p la c e d  on C o b h a m 's  l i s t  of 

in fo r m e r s  and p ro m is e d  so m e  re m u n e ra t io n ,  fo r  w hen S ir  E d w ard  S taffo rd  

re p la c e d  Cobham , he w ro te  to  W als ingham  a sk in g  w hich  f in a n c ia l  acco u n t  

he should use  to  pay the h u n d red  c ro w n s  fo r  in te l l ig e n c e  f ro m  the  C o lv i l le s  

(S ir  John  C o lv ille  and h is  cous in .  S ir  J a m e s  of E a s te r - W e e m e s ) .  S ir

^^T h is  to p ic a l  a l lu s io n  w as  su g g e s te d  so m e  y e a r s  ago  in  a n  u n ­
pub lished  th e s i s  a t  the  S tate  U n iv e r s i ty  of Iowa. See M .A .  T a y lo r ,  F a l s t a f f  
and C o n te m p o ra ry  L ife . S tate  U n iv e rs i ty  of Iowa T h e s is ,  1931. T h e r e  w as  
a  S ir  John  C olv ille  who s e rv e d  a s  H e n ry  IV 's  envoy to  P o p e  G re g o ry  XII in 
1409. See T he F if te e n th  C e n tu ry , p . 92.

fiP.C a le n d a r  of S tate  P a p e r s , F o r e ig n . 1583. p. 139.

6 ̂ C a le n d a r  o f S tate  P a p e r s . F o r e ig n . 1584-1585. p. 322.
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John C o lv ille  w as se n t  to  London in  1589 a s  an  agen t fo r  J a m e s ,  and

B u rg h ley  no tes  on D e c e m b e r  9th th a t  he  paid  " to  John  C olv ille ,  to the

use  of the  s a id  King of S co tte s ,  MMM li"  ( th re e  thousand  pounds. )

But C o lv il le  soon a s s o c ia te d  h im s e l f  w ith  F r a n c i s  S tew art ,  E a r l  of

Bothw ell, a n  a s s o c ia t io n  th a t  was e n c o u rag ed  by E lizab e th ,  and in 1592

C o lv il le  w as  a c c u se d  of t r e a s o n  and  h is  lands fo r fe i te d .  S ir  R o b e r t  Bow es

w ro te  to  B urg h ley  th a t  C o lv il le ,  now a n  outlaw , needed  to  be " c o m fo r te d

and r e l ie v e d  w ith  h e r  M a je s ty ’s bounty , " C o lv il le  s e e m s  to  have b een

re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the a p p re h e n s io n  of B o th w e ll’s b ro th e r ,  H e rc u le s  S tew ar t ,

who w as  ex ecu ted  in  F e b r u a r y  of 1595. T h is  a c t  of d is lo y a lty  to  h is  fe llow

outlaw s s e c u re d  the  K in g 's  fav o r  a g a in  fo r  C o lv il le ,  and  he w as  g ra n te d

p ay m en t o f  a  debt of o v e r  a  th o u san d  pounds out of J a m e s '  annu ity  f ro m  

66
E liz a b e th .

In 1597 C olv ille  w as  ac t in g  a s  a n  ag en t fo r  J a m e s  on the C ontinen t,  

but so m e th in g  happened  of w hich  we have no r e c o rd ,  and in  1598 C o lv il le  

w as  in  London and out o f  fa v o r  w ith  h is  king once m o r e .  J a m e s  had  ga in ed  

in fo rm a t io n  o f C o lv i l le 's  double d ea l in g  it w ould s e e m , and A m b a s s a d o r  

N ich o lso n  w ro te  to S i r  R o b e r t  C e c il  th a t  J a m e s  had dem anded  to  know w hy 

C o lv il le  w as  so c o u r te o u s ly  e n te r ta in e d  in  London, h is  "good e n te r ta u n m e n t ,

^^ O r ig in a l  L e t t e r s  of M r.  Jo h n  C o lv i l le , 1582-1603. ed ited  by  
D avid  L a ing  (Edinburgh: T he B anna tyne  Club, 1858), p. 233.

65
Ib id . , p. 235.

^^Ibid.. p. 235.
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longe s tay e  th e r e ,  h is  c o u r t io u s e  d isp a tc h ,  w ith  l icence  to  b r in g  aw ay 3 

h o r s e ,  and l e t t r e s  to  m y  L o rd  W illoughby to  t r e a t  h im ; and the  favour  

M r .  John f in d e s  th e r e  to  have  been  b e t t e r  th en  i s ,  w ithout a  g r e a t  su te ,

67g ra n te d  to  th e  K ing 's  b e s t  s u b je c te s ,  m e rv a y l in g  what i t  shou ld  m e a n e .  "

W h e th e r  th e  new L o rd  C obham  w as he lp ing  e n te r t a in  C o lv ille  o r  not we

do not know; C o lv ille  had  h ad  t i e s  w ith  S ir  H en ry  C obham  in  P a r i s ,  and

f ro m  the  a p p a re n t  j ibe  a t  L o rd  C obham  and C o lv il le  in  S h a k e s p e a re 's

p lay , we m a y  a t  Je a s t  a s s u m e  th a t  the  in fo rm e r  had  f re q u e n te d  L o rd

C o b h a m 's  h o u se  in B la c k f r i a r s .  S ir  R o b e r t  C e c il  o r d e re d  C o lv il le  out

of E ng land  in  1599, a c c u s in g  h im  of lack  of s e c r e c y  and b e l i t t l in g  h is

f o r m e r  in te l l ig e n c e :

W hen y o u r  dea ling  w ith  m e  w as  m o re  s e c r e t ,  it gave you 
b e t t e r  m e a n e s  to  d i s c o v e r  d an g e ro u s  p r a c t i s e s ,  th en  now 
it doth; fo r  w hen you  c a m e  to  the E r i e  of E s s e x ,  i t  w as  
in  m o r e  p r iv a te  f o r m e s ,  th e n  s in c e  y o u r  co n tin u a l l  aboade  
h a th  m ad e  it .  But i f  you r e m e m b e r ,  th e  w o n d e rs  o f fe re d  
f ro m  B ru c e ,  and w hat t h r e a s u r e s  of the  P o p e s  should  be 
in te rc e p te d ,  w ith  o th e r  su ch  lyke o u v e r tu r e s ,  m e  th inke  
you m ig h t  w ell  a  u n s u e r  y o u rse lf ,  th a t  y o u r  good w il l  is  
b e t t e r  th en  y o u r  m e a n e s .

T h e n  C e c il  s e n t  w ord  to  J a m e s  th a t  " the  Q u e e n e  s c o rn e th  to  g ev e  c r e d i t t

o r  s u f fe r  an y  d ea l in g e s  w ith  an y  soe tu rb u le n t  h u m o u rs .  C o lv i l le 's

s e r v i l e  c h a r a c t e r  can  be deduced  f ro m  h is  l e t t e r s  to  C ec il ,  h is  "M ec en as ,  "

^ ^ Ib id . . p . 235. 

^ ^ Ib id . . p . 295. 

^ ^ Ib id . . p . 292.
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in  w hich  he c a l l s  h im s e l f  a  w o rm  and  con tends th a t  "b e a t  a s  you w ill,  

a s  a  dog I m u s t  fawn. C o lv il le  w ent to  the C on tinen t a f t e r  h is  d i s ­

m i s s a l ,  b e c a m e  a C atho lic  to f u r th e r  h is  a im s ,  and  d ied  in p o v e r ty  in 

P a r i s  in  1605. John  C h a m b e r la in  w ro te  to  D udley C a r le to n  in  th a t  y e a r  

th a t

Old John  C olv ill ,  th a t  b u s y -b r a in 'd  Scot, who t rub  led 
o u r  King so  m u c h  in  c o n s o r te  w ith  the E a r l  Bothw ell, 
having a n  a m b it io n  to  be m ad e  C h a n c e l lo r  of Scotland, 
and e v e r  s in c e  lived  in  ex i le ,  is  dead  in th is  town, 
w ith in  few d a y e s ,  in  g r e a t  w ant and  m is e r y .

The a l lu s io n s  to  O ld c a s t le 's  m a r ty r d o m  found in  M is t r e s s  Q u ick ly 's

d e s c r ip t io n  of F a l s t a f f ' s  d ea th  in  H e n ry  V m ake a  d i s c u s s io n  of th a t  fam ous

s c e n e  e s s e n t i a l  to  th i s  s tu d y . M is t r e s s  Q uickly r e m a r k s  th a t  F a l s t a f f  d ied

like any. " C h r is to m e  Child, " and  th a t  he " c ry e d  out, God, God, God, th r e e

o r  fo u re  t im e s ,  " ( I I I .  i i i .  19-20). O ld c a s t le  w as r e p o r te d  to have  c r ie d

out J e h o v a h 's  n a m e  th r e e  t im e s  w hen  th e  f la m e s  b eg an  to consum e h im .

R o b e r t  P a r s o n s  w ro te  in h is  T r e a t i s e  of T h re e  C o n v e rs io n s  th a t  W ill iam

H ack e t,  the  P u r i t a n  p r e a c h e r  who w as ex ecu ted  in 1591 fo r  h is  m a d  a t te m p t

a g a in s t  the  Queen, d ied  in  the  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  O ld c a s t le ,  ca ll ing  upon

G o d 's  nam e and d e c la r in g  h im s e l f  a  m a r ty r ;

F o r  th a t  H ack e tt  sa id ,  he should  r i s e  aga ine  th e  th i rd  
day, a s  O ld c a s t le  did: and w ent a s  devoutly  to  the  
g a llo w es , a s  th e  o th e r  did, c ry in g e  Jhehova, Jhehova,

^ ^ Ib id . . p. 208.

71
I b i d . ,  p .  X X X V .
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(as  Stow s e t te th  it downe) and a t  the  ga llow es  r a i le d  
no le s s e  b i t t e r ly  upon Q ueene E l iz a b e th ,  then  O ld c a s t le  
did upon th a t  w o o r th ie  King H e n ry  th e  fif t .

S h a k e s p e a re 's  in v e r s io n  of h ea t  to  cold  in  F a l s t a f f 's  dea th  is  s a t i r i c .

T h is  r e f e r e n c e  to  co ld  b r in g s  in  a  f u r th e r  a l lu s io n  w hich  is  p a t te rn e d

upon a n o th e r  fam ous m a r ty r d o m  - - t h a t  d e s c r ib e d  in the f in a l  p a g e s  of

P la to 's  P h a e d o . T h o se  of the E l iz a b e th a n  au d ie n c e  who knew  t h e i r

c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a tu r e  would not have  fa iled  to  re c o g n iz e  a  p a r a l l e l  in

M is t r e s s  Q u ick ly 's  d is ingenuous  w o rd s ,  " s o  a '  bad m e  lay  m o r e  C lo thes

on h is  fee t:  I put m y  hand  in to  th e  Bed, and  fe lt  to h is  k n e e s ,  and  so

v p - p e e r 'd ,  and upw ard , and a l l  w as  a s  cold  a s  an y  s tone , " w ith  P l a to 's

d e s c r ip t io n  of the  d ea th  of S o c ra te s  a f t e r  he  had d ru n k  the cup  o f h em lo ck :

. . . and the  m a n  who gave h im  the  p o iso n  now and  th e n  
looked a t  h is  fee t  and legs; and  a f t e r  a  w hile  he  p r e s s e d  
h is  foot h a rd ,  and  a sk e d  h im  if  he cou ld  fee l;  and he  sa id .

72 R o b e r t  P a r s o n s ,  The T h i r d  P a r t  of a  T r e a t i s e  In t i tu le d : 
of T h re e  C o n v e rs io n s  of E ng land  . . . , p . 251. W ill iam  H ack e t  w as  a  
P u r i t a n  fa n a t ic  who, like Udall, B a r ro w ,  G reenw ood, and  P e n r y ,  fe l t  
the  fu ll r ig o u r  of the law a s  it w as  ap p lied  to  th e  r e l ig io u s  n o n -c o n fo rm is t s  
in the e a r l y  1590 's .  H acke t had b een  jo in ed  in  h is  p lo t by E dm und  
C opp inger , a  K en tish  g e n t le m a n  " d e sc e n d e d  of a  good h o u se  and  linage, 
and one of h e r  M a je s t ie s  sw o rn e  s e rv a u n ts ,  but a  y o u n g er  b r o th e r ,  hav ing  
no g r e a t  livelihood . " C opp inger  and  H acke t w e re  " n e i th e r  o f  th e  co ld es  
o r  le w k e -w a rm e  s o r t  . . . but r a t h e r  of th o s e  th a t  m o r e  ju s t ly  m a y  bee  
sa id ,  to  be sca ld in g  bo te  in d e s i r e  o f  innovation , w hich  th e y  f a l s e ly  c a l l  
r e f o r m a t io n . "  R ic h a rd  Cos in, C o n s p ira c ie  fo r  P r e te n d e d  R e fo rm a t io n  
(London: C. B a rk e r ,  1592), pp. 1 -2 . C o p p in g e r  w as s a id  to  h av e  a c c e s s  
to  " so m e  g r e a t  C o u n c i l lo r ."  L o rd  W ill iam  C o b h a m 's  e ld e s t  d a u g h te r ,  
F r a n c i s ,  h a d  m a r r i e d  T h o m a s  C o p p in g er  o f AUiallowes in  K en t.  1 h ave  
not b een  ab le  to e s ta b l i s h  a  c e r t a in  r e la t io n s h ip  h e r e .  L o rd  C obham  did 
not a s s i s t  E dm und  C opp inger  a f t e r  h e  w as im p r is o n e d ,  fo r  th e  m a n  died 
o f  s ta r v a t io n  b e fo re  h is  execu tion . A  d i s c u s s io n  o f L o rd  C o b h a m 's  a n t i -  
P u r i t a n  p o s i t io n  w ill  be found in  C h a p te r  V.
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"No"; and th e n  h is  leg, and so  u p w ard s  and  u p w ard s ,  
and showed us th a t  he w as cold  and  s tiff.

T he " T r e a t i s e  of the lo rd  C o b h am s"  w hich  F r a n c i s  Thynne w ro te  fo r  

H o lin sh e d 's  C h ro n ic le s  had an  effus ive  in tro d u c tio n  w hich b egan  w ith  a 

quo ta tion  f ro m  P la to 's  R epublic  tha t  defined  n o b il i ty  a s  a  c l a s s  d ivided 

in to  fou r  d e g re e s :  th o se  nobles  d e sc e n d e d  f ro m  k ings  and p r in c e s ,  th o se  

d e sc e n d e d  f ro m  good and v e r tu o u s  a n c e s to r s ,  th o se  who p e r fo rm e d  g re a t  

f e a ts  o f w a r ,  and th o se  "who e x c e l l  in  the p r e ro g a t iv e  of the  m in d ."

Thynne of c o u r s e  concluded  h is  in tro d u c t io n  by r e m a rk in g  th a t  L o rd  C o b ­

ham  p o s s e s s e d  a l l  th e se  a t t r ib u te s :

. . . th a t  lo rd  Cobham  now living, being th e  g lo r ie  of th a t  
a n c ien t  and h o n o rab le  fa m il ie ,  not one lie m e r i t e th  w ell  
of h is  co u n tr ie ,  a s  a f t e r  s h a l l  a p p e a re ;  but is  a lso  a n  
h o n o rab le  M ecen as  of lea rn in g ,  a  lo v e r  o f  le a rn e d  p e r s o n s ,  
and not in fe r io r  in  knowledge to  an ie  of the  b o rn e  nob il i t ie  
of England.

T h is  m u s t  have  ran k led  so m e  of the " b o rn e  n o b il i t ie ,  " and it  s e e m s  a lso  

to  h av e  i r r i t a t e d  M r. W ill iam  S h a k e s p e a re .

H o s te s s  Q u ick ly 's  in s is te n c e  th a t  F a l s t a f f  had  not gone to h e l l  bu t 

w as  now in A r th u r ' s  bosom  is p o s s ib ly  a  r e f e r e n c e  to O ld c a s t le 's  p ro m is e d  

r e t u r n  f ro m  the g ra v e ,  fo r  King A r th u r  of l i t e r a t u r e  and legend w as  r e ­

p o r te d  to be in A valon  and would so m e d a y  r e tu r n  " tw ice  a s  f a i r "  to  ru le  

o v e r  h is  peop le .  S im ila r ly ,  the  p a g e 's  r e fe r e n c e  to  in c a rn a t io n  and the

73F iv e  G re a t  D ia logues  of P l a t o , t r a n s l a t e d  by B. Jow ett  (New 
Y ork: W a l te r  J .  B lack, 1942), p. 153.

74
Ho Unshed, 1585-87 ed ition , HI, 1499.
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H o s te s s '  u n com prehend ing  rep ly ,  " a '  cou ld  n e v e r  ab ide  C a rn a t io n ,  'tw as  

a  C o lou r  he n e v e r  l ik 'd ,  " i s  a p p licab le  to  O ld c a s t le 's  p ro m is e d  r e ­

in ca rn a tio n ,  and a l s o  ap p lic a b le  to the d o c tr in e  o f  t r a n s u b s ta n t ia t io n  

and the  in c a rn a te  C h r i s t  of the h o s t  of the  s a c r a m e n t .  Indeed, O ld c a s t le  

could not ab ide  th is  " c a rn a t io n .  " The w h o re  of Babylon  w as  an  a n c ie n t  

t e r m  of d e r i s io n  fo r  the  C atho lic  C h u rch  of R om e, and  F a l s t a f f 's  c ry in g

out upon the s c a r l e t  w om an is  like O ld c a s t le 's  f ina l o u tc ry  a g a in s t  the

7 5"w h o r ish  p r e l a t e s "  who condem ned  h im .

Any d is c u s s io n  of F a l s t a f f 's  d ea th  w hich  s k i r t s  " a  T a b le  of g re e n e  

f ie ld s"  is  in c o m p le te .  T h e o b a ld 's  em e n d a tio n  of th is  fam o u s  c ru x  is  so 

ingenious th a t  e d i to r s  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  have  s u b s t i tu te d  it fo r  the  F o l io  

re a d in g .  I would like h o w ev e r  to  su g g e s t  th a t  the  " ta b le  o f  g r e e n e  f ie ld s "  

is  a  to p ic a l  a l lu s io n  w hich r e f e r s  to L o rd  C o b h am 's  w il l  and to  the  s p e c ia l  

endow m ent th a t  he m ade  fo r  a  m e m o r ia l  tablet o r  " ta b le "  to  be e r e c t e d  in 

h is  honor  in Poppynefe lde  in  K ent. L o rd  C obham  a t  the  age  o f seven ty , 

being in  p o o r  h e a l th  and d esponden t a t  the  d ea th  of h is  d a u g h te r ,  E l iz a b e th ,  

wife of S ir  R o b e r t  C ec il ,  w ro te  and s igned  h is  la s t  w il l  on the  24th of 

F e b r u a ry ,  1597. He divided h is  lands, je w e ls ,  h o r s e s ,  and books a m o n g  

h is  th r e e  sons  and th r e e  d a u g h te r s ,  but h e  r e s e r v e d  so m e  five th o u san d  

pounds of re a d y  m o n ey  and c e r t a in  bu ild ing  m a te r i a l s  fo r  th e  u se  o f  W ill iam

75The w h o re  of Babylon  a l lu s io n  is d i s c u s s e d  by the  e d i to r  of 
The A rd e n  S h a k e sp e a re ,  p. x liv , and a  p la y  upon " r h e u m a t ic - R o m e a t i c "  
is  su g g e s te d .  C o h h am 's  in t r ig u e s  m t h  th e  C a th o lic s  could  w e l l  b e  a llu d ed  
to  in  th is  pun.
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L a m b a rd e ,  S ir  John L eveson , and  S ir  T h o m as  F a n e ,  h is  e x e c u to r s ,

who w e re  in s t ru c te d  to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  the a n c ie n t  C ollege  of C obham  a s

76a n  a lm sh o u se  fo r  the  r e l i e f  of th e  p o o r  in  Kent. L o rd  Cobham  d ied

on the 6th of M arch , 1597, and a  few days l a t e r  W ill iam  L a m b a rd e  w ro te

to  B u rg h ley  exp la in ing  L o rd  C o h h a m 's  d e s i r e s :

H is L o rd sh ip  th e r e fo r e  m ind ing  an  undoubted 
a c c o m p lish m e n t  of h is  godly  and f a th e r ly  
in ten tions  a s  ^ e l l  to w a rd s  the  P o o r e  a s  h is  own 
c h i ld re n ,  did in  h is  l i fe t im e  put in to  the  hands  of 
S i r  John  L e v e so n  the  su m  of 5, 600 pounds a lm o s t ,  
in  r e a d y  m oney , o v e r  and  above  r ic h  fu rn i tu r e  o f h is  
la d y 's  p ro v is io n  am oun ting  in  h is  own e s t im a c io n  to  
th e  value  of 2, 000 m a r k s .  H is  c o m m a n d m e n t to  us 
w as  th a t  w ith  2000 pounds o r  m o re  of th e s e  m o n ie s  
the  late s u p p re s s e d  C o llege  of C obham  shou ld  be r e -  
ed if ied  and endowed w ith  live lihood  fo r  the  p e rp e tu a l  
m a in te n a n c e  o f  tw en ty  p o o r .

S p ec ia l  p e r m is s io n  to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  C obham  C o llege  w as g ra n te d  b y  a n

A c t of P a r l i a m e n t  w hich  w as p a s s e d  in  1597 soon  a f t e r  L o rd  C o h h a m 's

death , and  it  s ta te d  th a t  the R o y a l  a s s e n t  had  b een  g iven  to  c a r r y  out

78L o rd  C o h h a m 's  w ish e s  to  e s ta b l i s h  the  New C ollege  of C obham  in  K ent.

The old C o llege  a t  C obham  h ad  b een  founded in  1362 by L o rd  Jo h n  

de Cobham  who p ro v id e d  an  endow m ent fo r  a  p e rp e tu a l  c h a n t ry  w hich  w as

76W, A . Scott R o b e r tso n ,  "S ix  W ills  R e la t in g  to  C obham  H all,  " 
A rc h a e o lo g ia  C a n t ia n a , XI (1877), 209-16 .

77
P r in te d  by A . A . A rn o ld ,  "C obham  C o l le g e ,"  A rc h a e o lo g ia  

C a n tia n a . XXVH (1905), 80.

7ft
Ibid .. pp. 7 8 -9 .
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to  sing p r a i s e s  fo r  the h o n o r  o f God and  the w e lfa re  of the so u ls  of the

founder and h is  p r o g e n i to r s .  The endow m ent p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  m a in te n a n c e

of five ch ap la in s  and a  n u m b e r  of b r o th e r s  f ro m  the  p r io r y  of Sain t

S av io u r,  B e rm o n d se y .  T h e  C ollege  f lo u r ish e d ,  and  som e h u n d re d  and

se v e n ty -f iv e  y e a r s  l a t e r  w hen  the  M a s te r  s igned  the  b i l l  of the  K ing 's

s u p re m a c y  in  1537 th a t  " d is s o lv e d ,  d i s - e s ta b l i s h e d ,  and  d i s -endow ed"

th e  C ollege , the  fe llow sh ip  inc luded  e le v e n  c h a p la in s ,  and  i t  h ad  in  re v e n u e s

a p p ro x im a te ly  142 pounds p e r  an n u m . A f te r  the  d is so lu t io n  th e  College

re m a in e d  un inhab ited , a n d  in  th is  s ta te  of ab andonm en t it f e l l  in to  ru in s .

The c o n s tru c t io n  of New C o llege  p r o g r e s s e d  ra p id ly  in  1597, and

th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  w ith  i t s  new ru le s  and  o rd in a n c e s ,  i ts  o r d e r  fo r  da ily

p r a y e r s  and i ts  code o f  conduc t fo r  th e  p o o r ,  w as  f in ished  in  S e p te m b e r ,

1598. T he m e m o r ia l  ta b le t  w ith  the  a r m s  and q u a r te r in g s  o f the  C obham s

w ith in  a  G a r te r  w as e n g ra v e d  and  p la c e d  above th e  sou th  e n t r a n c e  of the

C o llege . It s ta te d  th a t

T h is  new C ollege o f C obham  in  th e  C ounty  of Kent 
w as founded fo r  th e  r e l i e f  o f th e  p o o re  a t  th e  c h a rg e  
of the  la te  R ight H o n o ra b le  S i r  W ill iam  B rooke ,
Knight o f  the G a r t e r ,  L o rd  C obham , la te  W a rd en  
of th e  Cinque P o r t s , , L ieu ten a n t  f o r  the  s a m e  County 
to  the E x c e l le n t  M a je s ty  o f  E l iz a b e th ,  Q ueen  of 
E ng land , one of H e r  H ig h n e s se s  P r iv y  C o u n c i l lo rs  
and C h a m b e r la y n e  o f  H er_ m o st  H o n o rab le  H ouseho ld .
He d ied  6th M a rc h  1596 / j 9 2 /  . T h is  w as  f in ished  
29th S e p te m b e r  1 5 9 8 .^^

The ru in s  of New C ollege w ith  th e  ta b le t  in ta c t  above  the  d o o rw ay  a r e  n e a r

C obham  C h u rc h  in Kent, an d  a  p h o to g ra p h  of th e  f r a g m e n ta r y  w a l l  and the

^^Ibid., p. 8 1 .
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plaque w as  m a d e  in  1905 and  pub lished  in  A rc h a e o lo g ia  C a n t ia n a . L o rd  

C obham  had  p ro v id ed  m ag n if ice n t  b ro n ze  and m a r b le  e ffig ies  fo r  h is  

p a r e n t s '  to m b  in  Cobham  C h u rch  in  1561. The c o lle c t io n  of m o n u m e n ta l

81b r a s s e s  a t  C obham  h a s  been  ca lled  th e  f in e s t  f a m ily  c o l le c t io n  in  E ng land , 

but b e fo re  a  w o rth y  m e m o r i a l  w as c r e a te d  fo r  L o rd  Cobham  h is  sons  and  

h is  e s ta te  fe l l  to  d e s t r u c t io n  in  the p lo ts  of 1603, and so  the  m e m o r ia l  

" ta b le "  above  the  d oo rw ay  of New C ollege  r e m a in s  h is  so le  m o n u m en t.

T h a t  i t  is  a l s o  the  " tab le  o f  g re e n e  f ie ld s "  w hich  M is t r e s s  Q uick ly  sp e a k s  

of, we c a n  on ly  s u r m is e ;  h e r  p re c e d in g  p h r a s e ,  "h is  Nose w a s  a s  s h a rp e  

a s  a  P e n ,  " len d s  so m e  r e in fo rc e m e n t  to  th e  conno ta tion  of ta b le  a s  ta b le t  

o r  p laque . T he  d e s c r ip t io n  of F a l s t a f f  sm il in g  on h is  f in g e r s '  ends c r e a t e s  

a n  im ag e  of a n  effigy; th is  w as the  s ta n d a rd  p o se  fo r  m e m o r ia l  b r a s s e s .

Thus f a r  we have  ev idence  enough to  s ta te  w ithout f e a r  o f c o n t r a ­

d ic tio n  tha t  L o rd  C o h h a m 's  ac t io n s  th ro u g h o u t E l iz a b e th 's  r e ig n  m ade h im  

a  v u ln e ra b le  t a r g e t  f o r  th o se  who w ish ed  to  s a t i r i z e  d is lo y a l ty  and  d i s o r d e r  

in  the  p o l i t ic a l  w o r ld .  T he  O ld cas t le  legend had  beco m e a  po in t of d e ­

p a r tu r e  f ro m  w hich  th e  b a rb e d  sh a fts  of r id ic u le  could  be launched  a t  L o rd  

C obham . In the  next c h a p te r  we sh a l l  find th a t  the  re la tionsh ip*of  th is  m a n

80Ib id . . fac ing  p . 81. A  youthful p o r t r a i t  o f  L o rd  C obham  by 
H olbein  is  s a id  to  be ex tan t in  W in d so r  C a s t le ,  s e e  J .  G. W a l le r ,  "T he  
L o rd s  of C obham , " A rc h a e o lo g ia  C a n t ia n a , XII (1878), 126.

81
M ill  S tephenson , A  L is t  of M onum en ta l  B r a s s e s  in  th e  B r i t i s h  

I s l e s  (London: H ead ley  B r o th e r s ,  1926), p . 221.
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w ith  M a ry  S tu a r t  and h e r  k e e p e r ,  G eorge  Ta lbo t,  E a r l  of S h rew sb u ry ,  

gave le g it im a te  g ro u n d s  to  the  p lay w rig h t  fo r  h is  u se  of S ir  John  F a s to l f e 's  

b e t r a y a l  of the  f i r s t  E a r l  of S h re w sb u ry  a s  a  sy m b o lic  ac t io n  fo r  an  

ep iso d e  in  E l iz a b e th a n  h i s to r y .



C H A P T E R  IV 

HENRY VI: PA R TS 1 AND 2

S c h o la r s  no lo n g er  c o n s id e r  1 H e n ry  VI a  "T a lb o t  p lay , " but the  

h e ro ic  a c t io n s  of th a t  fam ous  c h a r a c t e r  - - h i s  fight fo r  E n g la n d 's  c la im  

to  f o re ig n  t e r r i t o r y ,  h is  s te a d fa s tn e s s  in  h is  c o n te s t  w ith  the  m ag ic  of 

the  F r e n c h  " t r u l l "  and  h e r  fo llo w e rs ,  h is  s a c r i f i c e  of life fo r  h o n o r '-  

sak e  - - p r o v i d e  an  im p o r ta n t  e le m e n t  in  th e  th e m a t ic  s t r u c t u r e  of the  p lay . 

T a lb o t 's  dea th , like the  con fusion  of E n g lan d , is  the r e s u l t  of a  b r e a k ­

down of o r d e r .  T h e re  is  p o l i t ic a l  d i s o r d e r  in  th e  in te s t in e  conflic t  b e tw een  

the  E n g l i s h  nob les  and m o r a l  d i s o r d e r  in th e  c o w a rd ic e  and  b e t r a y a l  of 

S i r  Jo h n  F a ls ta f f .  My c o n c e rn ,  h o w ev er ,  w ith  the  T a lb o t  s c e n e s  of the 

p lay  is  p r im a r i l y  w ith  the to p ic a l  a l lu s io n s  in  th o se  s c e n e s  w hich r e la te

S h a k e s p e a re 's  own sp e ll in g  of F a s to l f  a s  F a l s t a f f  w il l  be u sed  
th ro u g h o u t th is  s tudy . T he  flu id  o r th o g ra p h y  o f the  p e r io d  p e rm it te d  
g r e a t  v a r ia n c e ;  both f o rm s  of the  nam e a p p e a r  in  th e  S ta te  P a p e r s ,  and 
a s  la te  a s  1631 John  W e e v e r  w as  using  th e  fo rm  F a ls to l f e  in  r e fe r e n c e  
to  th e  m o n u m en ts  of th a t  f a m ily  in  N o rw ich . See A n c ien t  F u n e r a l l  M onu­
m e n ts  (London: T .  H a r p e r ,  1631), p . 863.

F o r  a  d i s c u s s io n  of the  th e m a t ic  s t r u c t u r e  and  u n ity  of th is  p lay  
see  the in tro d u c t io n  by  A n d rew  C a i r n c r o s s  in  T he A r d e n  S h a k e s p e a re , 
pp. x x x v i i i - lv i i .  I have  a c c e p te d  th e  th e o r y  of S h a k e s p e a re 's  so le  
a u th o r s h ip  of the  p lay , a  th e o ry  th a t  i s  being  r e in fo rc e d  by  m o d e rn  
s c h o la r s h ip  w hich  is  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  a e s th e t ic  and  a r t i s t i c  a c ­
c o m p l ish m e n ts  of the  p lay .

105
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the  d ra m a tic  a c tio n s  of L o rd  T a lb o t w ith  G eo rg e  T a lb o t, E a r l  of S h re w s ­

b u ry , and  th e  a c tio n s  of S ir  Jo h n  F a ls ta f f  w ith  th o se  of W illiam , L o rd  

C obham  in  th e  1580's .

T he T a lb o t s c e n e s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  th o se  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  the  se ig e  

of R ouen, have long b e e n  c o n s id e re d  to p ic a l  a l lu s io n s  w hich  r e f e r  to  the  

se ig e  of R ouen by th e  E n g lish  f o rc e s  u n d e r  E s s e x  in  th e  au tu m n  of 1591; 

and  th e  e u lo g is tic  lin e s  sp o k en  o v e r  the  c o r p s e s  o f the T a lb o ts , " f ro m  

th e i r  a s h e s  s h a ll  be r e a r 'd / A  ph o en ix  th a t s h a l l  m ak e  a l l  F r a n c e  a fe a rd , " 

(IV , v ii . 93 -4 ), h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s te d  a s  a  r e fe r e n c e  to  E s s e x 's  h e ro ic s  in  

F r a n c e .^  T he r e c i t a l  o f  L o rd  T a lb o t 's  t i t l e s  ( IV . v i i ,  60 -71 ), ta k e n  fro m  

th e  e p itap h  on h is  m o n u m en t in  R ouen , h a s  b e e n  su g g e s te d  a s  a  d ev ice
3

u sed  to  co m p lim en t th e  E a r l s  o f  S h re w sb u ry  o f  E l iz a b e th 's  re ig n . I 

w ould like  to  su p p ly  f u r th e r  e v id e n c e  to  s u p p o rt th is  l a t t e r  s ta te m e n t and 

to  s u g g e s t th a t  the T a lb o t s c e n e s  w e re  w r i t te n  to  eu lo g ize  G eorge T a lb o t, 

s ix th  E a r l  of S h re w sb u ry , who d ied  in  1590 w ith  h is  h o n o r  b le m ish e d  by 

th e  in tr ig u e s  o f M a ry  S tu a r t ,  Q u een  of S c o ts . G eo rg e  T a lb o t 's  w a r fa re  

w as no t fought on th e  b a tt le f ie ld s  o f F ra n c e ,  bu t h is  d iff ic u lt ta s k  of

2
S ee  T .W , B aldw in , On T h e L i te r a r y  G e n e tic s  o f S h a k e s p e a re 's  

P la y s  (U rb an a : U n iv e rs i ty  o f I ll in o is  P r e s s ,  1959), pp , 334, 353-54;
T he C am b rid g e  S h a k e s p e a re , ed , D o v e r W ilso n  (C am b rid g e : U n iv e rs ity  
P r e s s ,  1952), pp , x v i i i -x ix ,  B aldw in  c o m m e n ts  d ry ly  th a t  E s s e x  w as 
no m o re  s u c c e s s fu l  in  c a p tu r in g  R ouen  in  th e  a u tu m n  of 1591 th an  he  w as 
in  b r in g in g  b a c k  I r i s h  r e b e l l io n  b ro a c h e d  on h is  sw o rd  in  th e  s u m m e r  of
1599.

^C .W , S c o tt-G ile s , S h a k e s p e a re 's  H e r a ld ry  (New Y ork: E , P ,  
D u tton  and  C om pany, 1950), p . 150,
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k e e p e r  of th e  Q ueen o f S co ts  had  p la ce d  h im  in  the  m id s t o f in te rn a tio n a l 

in tr ig u e s  fo r  o v e r  f if te e n  y e a r s ,  and  w hen he w as re lie v e d  o f h is  p o s t, 

i t  w as w ith  a  su g g es tio n  o f d ish o n o r and  d is lo y a lty  th a t w as n e i th e r  p ro v e d  

n o r  d isp ro v e d  in  E liz a b e th a n  E n g lan d . S h a k e s p e a re 's  p o r tr a y a l  of the 

h e ro ic  a c tio n s  of John  T a lb o t, f i r s t  E a r l  o f S h rew sb u ry , is  a  d ra m a tic  

e x a g g e ra tio n  of th a t h e r o 's  d eed s  a s  re la te d  by th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  E l iz a ­

b e th an  c h ro n ic le r s .  T h a t th e  d r a m a t is t 's  in ten tio n  w as , in  p a r t ,  to  

co m p lim en t th e  s ix th  E a r l  c an  be d educed , I th ink , f ro m  th e  u n h is to r ic a l  

s ce n e  ( I I . i i i)  w hich  is  in te rp o la te d  but u n in te g ra te d  in to  the a c tio n  o f th e  

p lay . T h is  s ce n e  is  th e  c h iv a lr ic  m ee tin g  of L o rd  T a lb o t and th e  C o u n tess  

o f A u v erg n e  in  w hich the  C o u n tess  a t te m p ts  to  c a p tu re  the E n g lish  c o m ­

m a n d e r  by g u ile , u n d e re s tim a tin g  bo th  h is  s tre n g th  and  h is  in te g r ity . It 

is  p o s s ib le  th a t  th is  s c e n e  w as su g g e s te d  to  the  p lay w rig h t by  th e  h i s to r ic a l  

fa c t th a t  L o rd  T a lb o t w as c a p tu re d  by  Jo an  of A r c 's  fo rc e s  a t  P a ta y  in  1429. 

In  th a t b a ttle  the M a id 's  s tr a ta g e m  o f im m e d ia te  a tta c k , w hich  gave T a lb o t 

and  h is  a r c h e r s  no t im e  to  s to ck ad e  th e m se lv e s  beh ind  th e i r  s ta k e s , w on 

th e  day  fo r  h e r  fo rc e s  and  gave h e r  th e  c re d i t  fo r  th e  c a p tu re  o f T a lbo t, 

S c a le s , and H u n g erfo rd . ^  S h a k e sp e a re  a r r a n g e s  h is  ch ro n o lo g y  to  av o id  

ju s t  su ch  a n  im p u ta tio n : th e  d e fea t a t  P a ta y  is  d e s c r ib e d  by a  m e s s e n g e r  

in  A ct I, s c e n e  i, and th e  b lam e  fo r  T a lb o t 's  c a p tu re  is  p la c e d  upon S ir  

Jo h n  F a ls ta f f  (as  both  H a ll and  H o lin sh ed  re la te d ) .  But in  th e  fo llow ing

4
T he F if te e n th  C e n tu ry , p . 247; The P o l i t ic a l  H is to ry  of E ng land .

IV, 309.
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sce n e  ( I .  ii)  th e  B a s ta rd  of O rle a n s  p ro d u c es  th e  "ho ly  m a id "  and  she  is  

b ro u g h t b e fo re  the D auphin fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e . T h is  c h ro n o lo g ic a l a r ­

ra n g e m e n t m a k e s  h e r  h u m ilia tio n  of T a lb o t a t P a ta y  im p o ss ib le . To 

f u r th e r  avo id  su ch  a  su g g estio n , S h a k e sp e a re  b r in g s  th e  M aid and  T a lb o t 

to g e th e r  in  h a n d -to -h a n d  co m b a t in  scen e  v w hich ends w ith  J o a n 's  

w ith d ra w a l. M o re o v e r, w hen T a lb o t c o n fro n ts  F a ls ta f f  a t  P a r i s  b e fo re  

H en ry  VI, he a c c u s e s  h im  of co w ard ice  a t  the  b a ttle  o f  P o ic t ie r s ,  not 

P a ta y  (IV . i .  19). T h is  a g a in  s e e m s  m o tiv a ted  by a  d e s ir e  to  avo id  

m en tio n  of th e  fa te fu l b a ttle  by n am e . If th e  T a lb o t-Jo a n  s c e n e s  a r e  

a r ra n g e d  to  p ro te c t  L o rd  T a lb o t 's  re p u ta tio n , th e  A u v e rg n e -T a lb o t scen e  

s e e m s  in v en ted  to  e m p h a s iz e  the  c h iv a lry  and  in te g r i ty  of i ts  h e r o .  H is 

conduct is  d i s c r e e t  and h o n o rab le  in  sp ite  of th e  fa in t se x u a l o v e r to n e s  

in  B u rg u n d y 's  p re c e d in g  sp e e c h  and  in  T a lb o t 's  f in a l lin es  in  th is  sc en e . 

T h is  u n h is to r ic a l  ep iso d e  can , I b e lie v e , be re la te d  to  ev en ts  o f 1583-84.

In E liz a b e th a n  h is to r y  we find  a  p a r a l le l  s itu a tio n  in  the life  o f G eo rg e  

T a lb o t, s ix th  E a r l  of S h rew sb u ry , w hich  p ro v id e s  m o tiv a tio n  and  e x p li­

c a tio n  fo r  th is  s c e n e .

A s e a r ly  a s  M ay, 1579, G ilb e r t T a lb o t had  w r i t te n  f ro m  London to  

h is  f a th e r ,  th e  E a r l  o f  S h re w sb u ry , re p e a tin g  a  r e m a r k  m ad e  by L e ic e s te r ,  

"by  th e  E te r n a l  God, if  th e y  S h r e w s b u r y 's  en e m ie s  a t  C o u r t /  cou ld  e v e r  

b r in g  th e  Q ueen to  b e liev e  i t  th a t  th e re  w e re  j a r s  b e tw ix t th em  S h r e w s ­

b u ry  and h is  wife^/, she  w ould be in  su ch  a  f e a r  a s  i t  w ould so o n e r  be th e  

c a u se  of the  rem o v in g  of m y  L o rd s h ip 's  c h a rg e  IM clty S tu a r t /  th an  any
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o th e r  th in g . T he E a r l  of S h re w sb u ry 's  second  w ife w as the  fam o u s 

B e ss  o f H ardw ick , a  w om an of d e te rm in e d  c h a r a c te r ,  a  d e s ig n e r  and  

b u ild e r  of th re e  E liz a b e th a n  m a n s io n s . She and th e  E a r l  had b een  

m a r r ie d  but a  y e a r  w hen he w as ap p o in ted  th e  k e e p e r  o f th e  Q ueen of Sco ts 

in J a n u a ry , 1569. In th e  f i r s t  y e a r s  of M a ry 's  im p riso n m e n t the  C o u n tess  

and th e  cap tiv e  Q ueen w e re  f r ie n d s , but the  m u tu a l d ev o tio n  ended w ith  

th e  m a r r ia g e  of B e s s 's  youngest d a u g h te r , E liz a b e th , to  C h a r le s  S tu a r t, 

the  C o u n tess  of L en n o x 's  y o u n g est son , in  O c to b er, 1574, and  the  b i r th  

of th e i r  d a u g h te r , A ra b e lla ,  in  1575. B e c au se  of th is  m a r r ia g e ,  B e ss  

sp en t a  y e a r  in  the  T o w er. In th is  g ran d c h ild  B ess  had  a  c o n te n d e r fo r  

th e  t i t l e  o f h e i r - a p p a re n t  to  th e  E n g lish  th ro n e , and  th e  je a lo u sy  b e tw een  

M ary  S tu a r t and  the  C o u n tess  o f S h re w sb u ry  g rew  a s  th e  ch ild  d ev e lo p ed . 

The re la t io n s h ip  b e tw een  th e  E a r l  o f S h re w sb u ry  and  Q u een  E liz a b e th  had  

a ls o  b eco m e te n se  d u rin g  th e se  y e a r s  o f h is  cu sto d y  of th e  S c o ttish  Q ueen. 

F re q u e n t r e p o r ts  th a t  S h re w sb u ry 's  g u a rd ia n sh ip  o f M a ry  S tu a r t  w as lax  

re a c h e d  London; s e rv a n ts  of th e  E a r l  a s  w e ll  a s  h is  y o u n g e r  sons w e re  

thought to  be c a r ry in g  m e s s a g e s  to  and fro m  the c a p tiv e  Q ueen; and  H en ry  

C av en d ish , one of th e  C o u n te s s ' so n s  by h e r  p re v io u s  m a r r ia g e  to  S ir  

W illiam  C avend ish , w as r e p o r te d  to  be invo lved  in  a n  a tte m p t to  convey  

M a ry  S tu a r t  to  S co tland . F u r th e r m o r e ,  E liz a b e th  had  b e e n  s tin tin g  in  h e r  

p a y m e n ts  to  h e r  "good old m an " so  th a t the  e x c e s s iv e  ex p en se  of M a ry 's  

m a in ten an ce  had  b eco m e a  h eav y  b u rd en  to  th e  E a r l .  E liz a b e th  had  a ls o

^Lodge, n ,  153.
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sid ed  w ith  h is  ten a n ts  in  a q u a r r e l  o v e r  re n ts  on h is  e s ta te s .  T hus th e

E a r l  w as no t w ithout m o tiv e  fo r  h is  a c tio n s  o f 1583-84 .

In th e  s u m m e r  of 1582 M a ry  S tu a rt w as v is i te d  by M . de R u is se a u ,

one of h e r  c o u n c illo rs  in  F r a n c e .  W hen E liz a b e th  h e a rd  th e  ru m o r  th a t

M a ry  had  d is c u s s e d  w ith  the  F re n c h m a n  a p ro p o se d  p lan  o f th e  in v as io n

of S co tland  by the  Duke of G uise and  h e r  own p la n  fo r  e s c a p e  fro m

S heffield , sh e  w as fu r io u s . She w as not ye t s u r e  o f S h re w sb u ry 's

in fid e lity , bu t sh e  c a n c e lle d  h is  p e rm it  to  com e to  London {a p e rm it  fo r

w hich  he had  p leaded  a  n u m b e r  o f y e a rs ) ,  and  sh e  o rd e re d  M a ry 's  g u a rd

in c re a s e d  and  s e v e re  lim ita tio n s  p laced  on h e r  m o v e m e n ts . In v a in  th e

E a r l  w ro te  to  London th a t " I  have h e a rd  of la te  h e r  M a je s ty  h a th  e x p re s s e d

so m e v e ry  h a rd  c o n ce its  o f m e, " and  he co n tin u ed , "bu t I a m  v e ry  w e ll

a b le  to  p ro v e  th a t she /M arj^ / h a th  show ed h e r s e l f  a n  en em y  unto m e  and

6
to  m y  fo rtu n e  and th a t I t r u s t  w ill su ff ic ien tly  c l e a r  m e . " M eanw hile , 

in fo rm a tio n  w as com ing in  to  W alsingham  and  B u rg h le y  f ro m  S cotland

6
L odge, II, 237. M endoza w as sen d in g  P h il ip  a  s id e  line  acco u n t 

o f w hat w as going on in  E n g lan d . He re la te d  th a t  W als in g h am  and L e ic e s te r  
bo th  w anted  M a ry  S tu a rt p la ce d  in  m o re  c ap ab le  h a n d s , but b e in g  unable 
to  p re v a il  upon E liz a b e th , th e y  su g g e s ted  a  s e v e re  c u r ta i lm e n t  in  the  200 
pounds p e r  m o n th  a llo ted  to  h im  fo r  h is  e x p e n se s , " th e  id e a  being  th a t, 
a s  S h re w sb u ry  w as v e ry  fond of m oney , he w ould g ive  up th e  c h a rg e , and  
th e  Q ueen m ig h t th en  w ithout a p p a re n t o ffence to  h im , d isp o se  o f the 
S co tch  Q ueen  a s  sh e  thought b e s t .  " But w hen S h re w sb u ry  fa ile d  to  
s u r r e n d e r  th e  cu sto d y  o f M a ry  a f te r  80 pounds w as cu t f ro m  h is  m o n th ly  
w age, E liz a b e th  to ld  W als in g h am , "you  do no th ing  bu t s t i r  up th in g s  to  
g a in  o th e r  en d s , but i t  a l l  ends in  sm oke; you s e e  now th a t S h rew sb u ry  
w ill  not leav e  th e  Q ueen of S co tland  a f te r  a l l .  " C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s , 
S p an ish . 1580-1586 . p . 301.
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c o n ce rn in g  the a c t iv i t ie s  of E sm e  S tu a rt, Count d 'A ubigny , w hom  J a m e s  

had  c re a te d  Duke of L ennox . E sm e  S tu a r t  w as a  c o u s in  of J a m e s ;  h is  

F re n c h  m a n n e rs  and in g ra tia tin g  w ays had  e n d e a re d  h im  to  the  young 

king , and a f te r  th e  f a l l  o f M orton  th e  new D uke of L ennox w as v ir tu a l ly  

in  c o n tro l  of S co tland . T he E n g lish  C ouncil w as so o n  a w a re  o f th e  g r a n d i­

o se  sch em e  w hich  Lennox and G uise, w ith  th e  a id  of P h ilip , th e  P o p e , and  

the  J e s u i ts ,  hoped to  p e r p e t r a t e - - t h e  in v a s io n  of E n g lan d  th ro u g h  S c o t­

land, and  the  r e s to r a t io n  of C a th o lic ism  in  th e  is la n d . But th e  P r o te s ta n ts  

in  S co tland  c a p tu re d  th e i r  young king in  A u g u st of 1582, and L ennox  w as 

fo rc e d  to  flee  to  F ra n c e ,  v ia  E ngland . In  London he  ga ined  an  au d ien ce  

w ith  E liz a b e th  and p ro c la im e d  v eh em en tly  h is  lo y a lty  to  P r o te s ta n t is m  and 

to  th e  E n g lish  c a u se . In  F ra n c e  he e s ta b lis h e d  c o n ta c t w ith  S ir  H en ry  

C obham , the E n g lish  A m b a ssa d o r . W h e th e r h is  m o tiv e  w as to  d o u b le - 

c r o s s  the  Duke of G uise o r  w h e th e r  he  m e an t to  b eg u ile  the  E n g lis h  w ith

h a lf - t ru th s  we do not know, but he began  to  ex p o se  th e  H isp a n o -G u ise  p lo t

7
to  C obham  in  M a rc h  and A p r il  of 1583. C obham  w as re la y in g  th e  in fo r ­

m a tio n  to  W alsingham  in  London; Lennox gave th e  A m b a s sa d o r  d e ta i ls  of 

M a ry  S tu a r t 's  p lan s  o f e s c a p e  fro m  S heffie ld , the  p la n  to  k idnap  young 

J a m e s  and  c a r r y  h im  to  F ra n c e ,  the p lan  o f G u ise  and the  P o p e  to  invade 

E n g lan d . Cobham  w ro te  a ls o  th a t Lennox w ish ed  to  com e to  London to  

show  E liz a b e th  a  le t te r  h e  had  re c e iv e d  f ro m  M a ry  S tu a r t  o ffe r in g  h im  th e

7
Calendar of State P a p e r s , Scotland, 1581-1583. pp. 292-5 ,

328-29 .
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a lle g ia n c e  of h e r  fo llo w e rs  in  S co tland  and the  fav o r  of h e r  c o n fe d e ra te s  

in  E ng land  i f  he w ould s ta y  in  S co tland  to  d i r e c t  th e  fo rth co m in g  p la n  of 

in v a s io n . Lennox p ro p o se d , C obham  w ro te , to  d isc o v e r  th e  n am es  of
g

M a ry 's  E n g lish  a d h e re n ts  i f  E liz a b e th  w as in te re s te d .  C o h h am 's  l e u e r  

w as w r i t te n  on M ay 1; a  few  d ay s  la te r  L ennox  w as d ead . D y se n te ry  w as 

sa id  to  have been  the  c au se  o f h is  dea th , bu t M ary  S tu a rt sa id  he w as

9po iso n ed ; F ro u d e  su g g e s ts  he  w as p o iso n ed  a t  the  in s tig a tio n  o f G u ise .

My own su g g e s tio n  is  th a t S ir  H e n ry  C obham  knew h is  b r o th e r 's  n am e  

w as on the l is t  of th e  Q ueen o f S c o t 's  a d h e re n ts .  If Lennox d ied  o f po ison , 

the  c h an ces  a r e  it  w as of E n g lis h  v in tag e  r a th e r  th an  F re n c h .

L e n n o x 's  re v e la tio n s  h ad  im p lic a te d  th e  S h re w sb u r ie s  a g a in  in  a  

p lo t fo r  th e  r e le a s e  o f the Q u een  o f S c o ts . W as the  E a r l  p lay in g  a  double 

gam e w ith  E liz a b e th ?  R e c en t s c h o la rs h ip  su g g e s ts  th a t h e  w a s . In S ep ­

te m b e r  o f 1583 S h re w sb u ry  m o v ed  th e  ro y a l p r is o n e r  to  h is  m a n o r  o f

g

C o h h am 's  le t te r s  a r e  quo ted  by F ro u d e , XI, 306-08 .

9
Ib id . , XI, 308. T he new s o f L en n o x 's  d ea th  w as r e la te d  to  the  

F re n c h  by W illiam  F o w le r , a  sp y  of W als in g h am . On June 4th  F o w le r  
w ro te  to  h is  m a s te r ,  " it  d id  fa l  ou t v e r ra y  o p p o rtu n  lie  th a t  I w as th e  f i r s t  
a d v e r t i s e r  off th e  D uik  of L en n o x  h is  d ea th  to  th e  F re n c h  p a i r t ie .  " F o w le r  
th e n  r e la te d  th a t  th e  " p a i r t ie "  h ad  re sp o n d ed  w ith  a  long d is c o u r s e  o f th e  
d e a th  and  s la u g h te r  o f  nob le  p e rs o n a g e s  and  concluded  w ith  th e s e  w o rd s , 
" the  Q ueene of S co tladd  h e th  lo s t  a  g re a t  and  good fre in d , and  be h is  d ea th  
I s e  do eth  ensew  an  a l te r a t io u n  an d  s te y  off a l  o u r  p u rp o s s e s .  " C a le n d a r  
o f S ta te  P a p e r s . S co tlan d , 1581 -1 5 8 3 , p . 489 . S ir  W a lte r  M ild m ay  w ro te  
to  W als in g h am  in  Ju n e  th a t h e  h ad  to ld  M a ry  of L en n o x 's  d e a th  and  th a t  she  
had  re p lie d  th a t  sh e  had  looked f o r  w ord  f ro m  L ennox fo r  th re e  m o n th s , 
but had  re c e n tly  b een  a d v e r t is e d  th a t  he w as p o iso n ed . M ild m ay  concluded , 
" i t  s e e m s  sh e  fa v o re d  and  t r u s te d  h im  m u ch . " Ib id . , p . 497.
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W orksop  in  Sherw ood F o r e s t .  W hile  th e r e  th e  E a r l  w as v is i te d  by h is

nephew , th e  E a r l  o f R u tlan d , who w as a  ze a lo u s  C a th o lic  and  re p o r te d

10
to  be a n  a d h e re n t o f th e  S co ts  Q ueen . W hen E liz a b e th  h e a rd  of M a ry 's

" l ib e r t i e s "  in  Sherw ood F o r e s t ,  sh e  w as  in c e n se d ; sh e  had  a lr e a d y  h e a rd

d u rin g  th e  s u m m e r  m o n th s  the u n p le a sa n t g o s s ip  w hich  B e s s  had s e n t to

th e  C o u rt co n c e rn in g  an  undue in tim a c y  b e tw een  the  E a r l  and  the c ap tiv e

Q ueen . M en d o za 's  q u ick  e a r  had  p ick ed  up th e  g o s s ip , and  he had  re la y e d

it  to  P h il ip  in  Ju n e . T he S pan ish  A m b a s sa d o r  s a id  he had  h e a rd  th a t th e

C o u n tess  had  se n t one o f h e r  sons d i r e c t ly  to  Q ueen  E liz a b e th  w ith  h e r

co m p la in t, and  th a t E liz a b e th  r e f e r r e d  h im  to  th e  C o u n cil. "H e re p lie d

th a t  a s  th e  m a t te r  w as one b e tw een  h u sb an d  and  w ife , he d id  not th in k

th is  c o u rs e  w ould be a g re e a b le  to  h is  m o th e r ."  M endoza p ro c e e d e d  w ith

a n  acco u n t o f the  g o ss ip :

T he su b s ta n c e  o f the co m p la in t is  th a t, so  long a s  th e  
Q u een  o f S co ts  w a s  in  th e  h an d s  o f th e  E a r l  of S h re w s ­
b u ry , sh e  w ould n e v e r  be s e c u r e ,  a s  h e  w as  in  love w ith  
h e r ,  an d  th is  th e  C o u n te ss  s e ts  fo r th  w ith  a  th o u san d  
a b s u rd i t ie s  and  im p e r t in e n c e s ,  w hich  th e  T r e a s u r e r  and  
W alsingham  h av e  re p e a te d , th e  Q ueen  hav in g  show n th em  
th e  s ta te m e n t.   ̂^

A  l e t t e r  of in te llig e n c e  d a ted  11th of A u gust, 1583, co n ta in s  
in fo rm a tio n  on th e  D uke of G u is e 's  p la n  of in v a s io n ; i t  n a m e s  R utland  
a s  one o f th e  E a r l s  w o rk in g  to  f u r th e r  th e  p lo t. C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s . 
S c o tla n d . 1584-1585. p . 8 . T he E a r l  o f S h re w sb u ry 's  f i r s t  w ife w as 
G e r tru d e  M a n n e rs , d a u g h te r  of th e  f i r s t  E a r l  o f R u tlan d . G i lb e r t 's  
l e t t e r  to  B e s s  d e s c r ib in g  h is  v is i t  to  W o rk so p  and  th e  m e e tin g  w ith  R u t­
land and  h is  f a th e r  is  p r in te d  in  H u n te r 's  H is to ry  of H a Ham s h ir e ,  p . 117.

Calendar o f State P a p e r s . Spanish. 1580-1586 . p. 473.
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£ .  C a r le to n  W illia m s, th e  re c e n t  b io g ra p h e r  of B e ss , d e c la r e s  th a t the

C o u n tess  s ta r te d  th e  ru m o rs  to  p ro te c t  both  h e r  life  and  th e  E a r l 's ,

know ing th a t E liz a b e th  w ould re lie v e  h im  of h is  p o s t w hen she  h e a rd  it,

th u s  p lac in g  S h re w sb u ry  out of th e  w ay of th e  c o n s p ira c y . W hen M ary

S tu a r t  h e a rd  so m eth in g  o f th e  g o ss ip  fro m  the  F re n c h  A m b a ssa d o r , she

co m m anded  M a u v is s ie re

. . .  to  p u b lish  e v e ry w h e re  a s  loudly  a s  you c an  m y o f fe rs  
h e re u p o n  and  th e i r  a n s w e r , to  th e  end to  c o u n te rm in e  th e  
fa ls e  ru m o rs  th a t you  te l l  m e th ey  have a lr e a d y  s p re a d .
You w ill  have som ew h at u n d e rs to o d  by m y  sa id  le t te r s  m y  
in te n tio n  of touch ing  in d ire c tly  the  C o u n tess  o f S h re w s ­
b u ry , a g a in s t w hom , i f  I  am  not a f ra id  o f opening  m y  
m outh , I  am  s u re  th a t  she  and  a l l  h e r  c o u r t ie r s  w ill h av e  
w h e re o f  to  re p e n t fo r  hav in g  so  c ru e l ly  and  t r e a c h e ro u s ly  
a tta c k e d  m e. ^3

T he E a r l 's  a n g e r  w as n e v e r  quenched . He p ro c e e d e d  w ith  th e  S ta tu te  o f 

S canda lis  M agnatum  a g a in s t W illiam  and  C h a r le s  C av en d ish , B e s s 's  so n s , 

and  h e r  s te w a rd , H en ry  B e re s fo rd  who h ad  h e lp ed  s p re a d  th e  g o s s ip  in  

th e  C o u rt. A s la te  a s  M a rch , 1587, S h re w sb u ry  w as dem an d in g  of W a ls in g ­

h am  som e m e a s u re  to  fo rc e  th e  C o u n tess  to  m ak e  a  "p u b lic  su b m is s io n  

and  r e t r a c t io n  o f h e r  s la n d e ro u s  s p e e c h e s . A nd in  Ju n e , 1587, th e  E a r l  

p e titio n e d  th e  Q ueen  th a t th e  C o u n tess  h is  w ife m ig h t be " b a n ish e d  the  

C o u rt now th a t  sh e  h a th  so  open ly  m a n ife s te d  h e r  d e v il ish  d isp o s it io n  and

^^ B ess  of H ard w ick  (London; L ongm ans, 1959), pp. 160-61 .

^^C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s , S co tlan d , 1584-1585, p . 5.

14
Calendar of State P a p e r s . D o m e st ic , 1581-1590 . p. 450.
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d efen d ed  h e r  w icked  s e rv a n t  B e re s fo rd  in  the  d e fa m a tio n  of m y house  

and  n a m e , T h e  e ffec t o f the  g o s s ip  p lu s  th e  re v e la tio n s  g a in ed  fro m  

F r a n c is  T h ro c k m o r to n 's  c o n fe ss io n  m ad e  it im p e ra tiv e  th a t S h re w sb u ry  

be re l ie v e d  of h is  p o s itio n  a s  k e e p e r  o f M a ry  S tu a r t .  S ir  R alph  S a d le ir  

w as c o m m iss io n e d  in  M arch , 1584, to  re p la c e  S h re w sb u ry  a s  M a ry 's  

h o s t an d  g u a rd . S a d le ir  sp en t th e  s u m m e r  m onths w ith  M ary  and  the 

E a r l  a t  S heffie ld . In  S e p te m b e r  he  m oved  th e  Q ueen  o f S co ts  to  W ing­

f ie ld . T he E a r l  and  h is  C o u n tess  had  not b een  re c o n c ile d  w hen  the  

E a r l  d ied  in  1590.

In the b r ie f  s c e n e  b e tw een  L o rd  T a lb o t and  th e  C o u n tess  of 

A u v e rg n e  in  1 H e n ry  VI th e  C o u n te ss  a t te m p ts  to  c a p tu re  th e  h e ro  by 

g u ile . A s it  h a s  b ee n  su g g e s te d , th is  sc en e  g a in s  m ean in g  by r e fe re n c e  

to  th e  im m e d ia te  h i s to r ic a l  co n tex t.

^^ Ib id . , p . 452.

l^D e  T a s s is ,  P h i l ip 's  A m b a s sa d o r  in  P a r i s ,  w ro te  to  th e  S pan ish  
King in  A p r il ,  1584, th a t  M a ry 's  p la n  of e s c a p e  sh o u ld  be a tte m p te d  b e fo re  
h e r  c u s to d ia n  w as changed : " p e rh a p s  th e  only  r e a l  w ay  fo r  h e r  to  h e lp  
h e r s e l f  and  g e t f r e e  i s  th e  m ethod  she h a s  m en tio n ed  s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  w hich  
she h a d  a r ra n g e d ,  an d  fo r  so m e  tim e  p a s t  h a s  b e en  a sk in g  fo r  12, 000 
c ro w n s  to  pay  fo r .  T he d ay  b e fo re  y e s te rd a y  h e r  a m b a s s a d o r  begged 
m e a g a in  v e ry  e a r n e s t ly  to  a s k  fo r  th is  su m  to  be p ro v id e d  a t  once , and 
a s  he  u rg e s  it  so  s tro n g ly  a s  h e  do es  it  m ay  be co n c lu d ed  th a t th e  p la n  is  
now s e t t le d  in  a  w ay  th a t  en a b le s  the  Q ueen  to  be s u re  o f s u c c e s s ;  u n le ss  
th e y  ta k e  h e r  aw ay  f ro m  h e r  p r e s e n t  abode and p lac e  h e r  in  th e  han d s  of 
a n o th e r  c u s to d ia n  n e a r e r  London, in  w hich  c a s e  sh e  w ould  o f c o u r s e  be 
lo s t, w h ich  w ould be a  g r e a t  m is fo r tu n e , a s  sh e  is  th e  t ru e  in s tru m e n t to  
sm o o th  m a t te r s  th e r e  e a s i ly  an d  p e rm a n e n tly . " C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s , 
S p an ish , 1580-1586. p . 523.

l? T h e  s im i la r i ty  b e tw een  th e  n a m e s  A u v erg n e  and  A ubigny, a  c e n t r a l  
vow el sh if t  f ro m  2  t o ^  and  a  c o n so n a n ta l sh if t f ro m  v̂  to  ^  s e e m s  su g g e s tiv e . 
E sm e  S tu a r t 's  t i t le  w as  C ount d 'A ub igny ; h e  w as th e  p r im a r y  in tr ig a n t  s e le c te d  
to  m a s te r - m in d  th e  G u ise  p lo t o f 1582-83 to  f r e e  th e  Q ueen o f S co ts , e tc .
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T he lin es  g iv en  to  T a lb o t in  th e  p re c e d in g  scen e  se e m  p ro p h e tic :

. , , w hen a  w o rld  o f m en
Could no t p re v a i l  w ith  a l l  th e i r  o ra to ry
Yet h a th  a  w o m an 's  k in d n ess  o v e r - r u l 'd .

( in .  i i .  48-50)

It w as not k in d n e ss , but the  w om an in  the life  o f the  s ix th  E a r l  of S h re w s ­

b u ry  c e r ta in ly  o v e r - ru le d .

The co w ard ice  o f S ir  John  F a ls ta f f  is  d e s c r ib e d  th r e e  t im e s  in  

I H en ry  VI, f i r s t  by th e  m e s s e n g e r  ( I . i . 130-34), seco n d ly  by F a ls ta f f 's  

f lig h t a t  th e  b a ttle  of R ouen ( I I I . i i . 105-08), and  fo r  th e  th i rd  tim e  in  th e  

r e c i ta l  of h is  b ase  a c tio n s  by T a lb o t b e fo re  th e  King (IV . i . 13-26), In 

ad d itio n , by  b e a r in g  B u rg u n d y 's  le t t e r  of d efec tio n , F a ls ta f f  is  im p lic a te d  

in  th a t b e tr a y a l .  T hus w e have fo u r  a c tio n s  in  th e  p lay  d ev elo p ed  fro m  

one h i s to r ic a l  even t th a t w as r e la te d  by the  T u d o r c h ro n ic le r s  who w e re

18d raw in g  fro m  th e  b ia se d  acco u n t o f th e  b a ttle  o f P a ta y  g iv en  by  M o n stre  le t .

I  w ould like  to  su g g est a g a in  th a t th e  b e tr a y a l  o f L o rd  T a lb o t by  F a ls ta f f  

is  an  a llu s io n  to  the s ix th  E a r l  of S h re w sb u ry  and  W illiam , L o rd  C obham . 

M uch of th e  ev id en ce  o f L o rd  C o b h am 's  co n n ec tio n s  w ith  th e  D uke of N o rfo lk

H is S tu a r t  h e r i ta g e  and  nam e m ay  have su g g e s te d  to  the  p lay w rig h t th e  
t i t le  of th e  C o u n tess  o f A u v erg n e  fo r  a  c h a r a c te r  w hose fu n c tio n  w as to  
p ro v id e  a n  a llu s iv e  r e fe re n c e  to  M a ry  S tu a r t.

18T he m o s t r e c e n t  s tu d y  of S ir  John  F a s to l f 's  life is  th a t  w r i t te n  
by H . S. B en n e tt, S ix M ed iev a l M en & W om en (C am b rid g e : U n iv e rs ity  
P r e s s ,  1955), pp. 30 -6 8 . B en n e tt v in d ica ted  F a s to l f 's  r e t r e a t  a t  the 
b a ttle  o f P a ta y , and h e  p r in ts  th e  acco u n t o f F a s to l f 's  a c tio n s  w r itte n  
by "r.iOy a c te u r  e s ta n t p re s e n t ,  " p . 53.
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and M ary , Q ueen  of S co ts , h a s  been  p re s e n te d  in  C h a p te r  111 o f th is  study . 

We know th a t L o rd  C o b h a m 's  nam e w as on th e  l is t  of h e r  a d h e re n ts  w hich 

is  though t to  have b een  c o m p iled  by F r a n c is  T h ro c k m o rto n . We know 

th a t S ir  H en ry  C obham  se n t th e  d e ta ils  o f  M a ry 's  e s c a p e  p lan  to  W a ls in g -  

h am , im p lica tin g  th e  S h re w s b u r ie s . T h e re  is  f u r th e r  ev id en ce  th a t Lady 

F ra n c e  s C obham , M is t r e s s  o f the  Q u een 's  W a rd ro b e  and  a  p a r t ic u la r  

fa v o r ite  o f E liz a b e th , w as involved  in  d is lo y a l co m m u n ica tio n s  w ith  

M a ry  S tu a r t .

E a r ly  in  E l iz a b e th 's  re ig n  the  S p an ish  A m b a s sa d o r  had  w r i t te n

to  P h il ip  th a t he  w as re c e iv in g  in te llig e n c e  abou t the  E n g lish  C o u rt fro m  

19L ady  C obham , and in  1565 de S ilva w ro te  to  th e  K ing th a t L ady C obham  

had p a id  h im  a  s e c r e t  v is i t  to  beg len ien cy  fo r  T h o m as C obham , and  de 

S ilva  spoke of the  "a ffe c tio n  th e y  a l l  b o re  to w ard  y o u r M a je s ty ." ^ ^  In 

F e b ru a ry ,  1575, H en ry  C ockyn, a  p r is o n e r  in  th e  T o w er, w ro te  to  W alsing- 

ham  th a t  h is  re t ic e n c e  w as c a u sed  by h is  f e a r  o f " to u ch in g  g r e a t  p e r s o n ­

a g e s , in d eed , a t  f i r s t  I w as a f ra id  to  d is c o v e r  th a t w hich  I knew  o f L o rd  

H en ry  ^ o w a r d ,  N o rfo lk 's  b ro th e W  and th e  L ady C obham . . , . W hat

19C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s , S p an ish . 1558-1567, p . 214.

^ ^Ib id . , p . 454. T he E a r l  o f S u sse x  a ls o  v is i te d  de S ilv a  and  
begged  fo r  m o d e ra tio n  o f th e  p ira c y  c h a rg e s  b ro u g h t by  th e  S p an ish  
a g a in s t  T h o m as C obham . S u sse x  sa id  L o rd  C obham  "w as a  n e a r  k in s ­
m an  of h is  own and o f m an y  of th e  h ig h e s t peop le  in  th e  land who w e re  
a tta c h e d  to  y o u r M ajes ty , " p . 455.
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f a v o u re rs  th e  S c o ttish  Q ueen h a s  in  C o u rt, I know not, o th e r  th an  L ady

C obham . F ra n c e s  C o b h am 's  c o n tac t w ith  th e  Q ueen o f S co ts  had

p o ss ib ly  co m e abou t th ro u g h  h e r  c lo se  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  th e  C o u n te ss  of

S h re w sb u ry . L ady  C obham  had had  a  hand in  a r ra n g in g  the  m a r r ia g e  of

B e ss  and  the  E a r l  in  1568. It had  a t  one t im e  b een  thought th a t S ir  H en ry

C obham  w as the  s u i to r  m o s t lik e ly  to  su c c e e d  in  w inning the  hand  of th e

w idow ed B e ss , but L ady  C obham  se e m s  to  h av e  used  h e r  ta le n ts  fo r

m a tch m ak in g  to  h e lp  B e ss  c a tc h  th e  w ea lth y  E a r l  in s te a d . S h re w sb u ry ,

in  a n  e n d ea rin g  le t t e r  to  h is  new w ife , w r i t te n  fro m  H am pton  C o u rt on

th e i r  f i r s t  p a r tin g , gave Lady C obham  so m e c r e d i t  f o r  h is  h a p p in e s s :

M y L ady C obham , y o u r  d e a r  & ien d , w ish e s  y o u r p re s e n c e  
h e re :  sh e  lo v es  you w e ll. I  t e l l  h e r  I  h av e  th e  c a u se  to  
love h e r  b e s t, fo r  t t e t  sh e  w ished  m e so  w e ll to  sp eed  a s  
I d id  ^ i s  m arriag e^ / : and  a s  the  p en  w r i te s  so  th e  h e a r t  
th in k s , th a t o f  a l l  e a r th ly  jo y s  th a t h a th  happened  unto m e,
I th an k  God c h ie fe s t  fo r  you.

21
C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . S co tlan d . 1575-1580. pp. 9 3 -9 4 .

In Ju ly  o f th is  y e a r  B u rg h ley  w ro te  to  L o rd  C obham  d e c la r in g  th a t  th e  
Q ueen  of S c o ts ' je w e ls  had  b een  s lip p ed  out o f  E ng land  v ia  Sandw ich and 
th a t E liz a b e th  had  s e n t out s e a r c h  o rd e r s  and th e  c u s to m s  o ff ic ia ls  w e re  
to  be  a r r e s t e d .  B u rg h ley  added  th a t  h e  r e g re t te d  th e  in c id en t and  knew  
th a t  C obham  w as in n o cen t. He s ig n ed  th e  l e t t e r ,  "y o u r L o rd s h ip p 's  
a s s u r e d  a t  y o u r C om m and, a s  an y  B ro th e r  you  can  h a v e . " M urd in , p . 281.

22Q uoted by M . S. R aw son, B e ss  of H a rd w ic k  A nd H e r  C ir c le  
(London: H u tch in so n  and  C om pany, 1910), p p . 4 2 -4 3 . It sh o u ld  be 
m en tio n ed  th a t th e  E a r l  of S h re w sb u ry 's  s i s t e r ,  A nne, had  m a r r i e d  
John, L o rd  B ra y . T h is  L o rd  B ra y  w as sen t to  th e  T o w er in  1556 fo r  
being invo lved  in  a  p lo t to  o v e rth ro w  Q ueen  M a ry . L o rd  C o b h am 's  
m o th e r  w as A nne B ra y , s i s t e r  o f John, L o rd  B ra y . Lodge, I, 266.
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A n e x tan t le t te r  w r i tte n  by G ilb e r t T a lb o t fro m  C o u rt to  h is  s te p -m o th e r

of w hom  he w as v e ry  fond, co n ta in s  m o re  ev id en ce  of th e  c lo s e n e s s  of

L ady C obham  and  the C o u n te ss  of S h re w sb u ry . "M y L ady C obham , "

he w ro te , " a sk e th  d a ily  how y o u r La: doth, and  y e s te rd a y  p ra y e d  m e,

th e  nex t t im e  I w ro te , to  do h e r  v e ry  h e a r ty  co m m en d a tio n  unto  y o u r L a :,

say in g  openly  sh e  re m a in e th  unto y o u r La: a s  she w as w ont, a s  unto h e r  

23d e a r e s t  f r ie n d . " If L ady  Cobham  dabb led  in  in tr ig u e , sh e  w as ju s t ly

re w a rd e d  w ith  an  e x q u is ite  h u m ilia tio n . H e r  s ig n a tu re  a p p e a r s  w ith  th o se

o f W als in g h am , B u rg h ley , H uns don, and  S h re w sb u ry  a s  e n d o rse m e n t on

th e  b ack  of a  le t t e r  w hich  W alsingham  in te rc e p te d  in  1586. T h e  le t t e r

w as w r i tte n  by  T hom as M o rg an  in  P a r i s  and  sm ugg led  in  to  M a ry  S tu a r t

v ia  W a ls in g h a m 's  s p ie s .  M o rg an  su g g e s ts  th a t M ary  re s u m e  h e r  c o n tac t

w ith  L ady C obham :

My L ady  C obham  b e a re th  a  g r e a t  s tro k e  o v e r  h e r  
H usband, who to w a rd e s  y o u r M a je s ty  is  not ev il 
in c lin ed : Y our M a je s ty  m ay  c o n sy d e r  how to  rev iv e  
y o u r In te llig e n c e  w ith  m y  L ady  Cobham , and you 
m ay  ta k e  O c c as io n  to  c o n g ra tu la te  o f th e  E s tim a tio n  
of h e r  H usband ^ o b h a m 's  ap p o in tm en t to  th e  P r iv y  
C o u n cU /, and th a t  h e  had  w ro n g e  th a t he w as not 
c a lle d  to  th a t P la c e  e a r l i e r ,  an d  th a t you doubt not 
but he  w ill  u se  h is  C re d it t  in  th a t  P la c e  to  th e  H onor 
and  Good of th e  ReaLm e, and to  h is  own C om m endation , 
and  th a t  he w ill e v e r  fav o u r E q u ity e  and H onor in  a l l  
y o u r C a u se s .

M o rg an  th e n  su g g e s ts  s e v e r a l  w ays of co n tac tin g  L ady C obham  - - th r o u g h  

F r a n c is  B a r ty , the  C o u n te ss  o f A ru n d e l, o r  L o rd  S to u rto n .

23M .S . R aw son, B e s s  o f H ard w ick  and H er C irc le ,  p . 118.
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My L o rd  S tu rto n  is  a  C a th o lik e , and m a r le d  the 
D a u g h te r  o f th e  L o rd  C obham ; and the  L o rd  S tu rto n , 
being  in  th a t D eg re e  of A llia n c e  w ith  th a t  F a m ily e , 
w e re  a  f it t  In s tru m e n t to  be im p lo y ed  to w a rd e s  th e  
L o rd  and  Lady C obham . S ir  Jo h n  A ru n d e ll m a r le d  
th e  L o rd  S tu r to n 's  M o th er, b e in g  S is te r  to  the E r ie  
of D arb y e  th a t now is ; and  S ir  John  A ru n d e ll w e re  
a  f it t  M an to  p u sh e  on the L o rd  S tu rto n  fo r  y o u r 
S e rv ic e .

M o rg an  a t  leng th  d ec id ed  th a t the  C o u n te ss  r f  A ru n d e ll  w ould be the  b e s t

m e an s  of re a c h in g  L ady C obham , so  he e n c lo se d  in  h is  l e t t e r  a  note to

L ady A ru n d e l w hich  M a ry  w as to  copy  and send:

. . .  We have w r i t te n  h e re w ith  a  few L in es  to  th e  L ady 
C obham , w hich  w e lik ew ise  d e s i r e  to  be d e liv e re d  to  
h e r ,  and  p ra y  you fu r th e r  to  buy fo r  us o f th e  b e s t  
S ilk es  o r  V elv e ts  th a t you c a n  fin d e , a s  m o ch  a s  w ill  
s e rv e  to  m ake h e r  a  cop ie  of G ow nes to  w e a re  fo r  o u r  
S ake.

T he no te  con tinued  w ith  a  r e s e r v a t io n  th a t if  L ady A ru n d e l though t the  

a c tio n  u n sa fe  sh e  w as not to  p ro c e e d  w ith  Lady C obham . M o rg an  concluded  

h is  own le t t e r  w ith  a  w a rn in g  th a t if  th e  " le a g u e "  b e tw een  L ady  C obham  

and th e  C o u n tess  o f S h rew sb u ry  "be s t i l l  g re a t ,  th e n  is  th e  L ady  C obham  

to  be de It w ith a ll  w ith  m o re  D is c re t io n , o r  p e rh a p p s  not to  be de It w ith  

a t  a l l .  "2^

T h e se  b its  of ev id en ce  w hich  r e la te  L o rd  and  L ady  C obham  w ith  

th e  Q ueen of Scots* ca u se  do no t of c o u rs e  g ive a  co m p le te  p ic tu re  o f w hat 

h ap p en ed  in  th e  fa l l  o f 1583. It w as su g g e s te d  in  C h a p te r  III th a t L o rd

24M u rd in , pp. 489-505. T h is  le t t e r  is  s u m m a r iz e d  in  C a le n d a r  of 
S ta te  P a p e r s , S co tland , 1585-1586, p p . 268-70, and  in  C a le n d a r  of 
S a lisb u ry  M a n u s c r ip ts , in , 137.
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C obham  w ith d rew  fro m  the  C ath o lic  p lo t to  p lace  M a ry  S tu a rt on the  

E n g lish  th ro n e  a f te r  the  th e ft o f th e  F re n c h  p ack e t a t  G ads H ill and  a f te r  

T h ro c k m o rto n  w as ap p reh en d ed . L o rd  C o b h a m 's  r e w a rd s  of th e  G a r te r  

and C ouncil m e m b e rsh ip  se e m  to  in d ica te  th a t he b e tra y e d  h is  fellow  

c o n s p ira to r s  in  som e fa sh io n . T h e re  is  c o n s id e ra b le  ev id en ce  th a t the 

E a r l  o f  S h re w sb u ry  w as involved  in  th o se  c o n s p ir a c ie s .  We know too 

th a t S ir  H en ry  C o b h am 's  le t t e r s  fro m  P a r i s  w e re  d am ning  to  S h re w s ­

b u ry 's  n a m e . T h e se  f ra g m e n ts  of ev id en ce  c o a le s c e  in to  a  body of in fo r ­

m a tio n  w h ich  is  s tro n g  enough, I b e liev e , to  b e a r  th e  th e o ry  w hich  I  have 

su g g e s ted : th a t  th e  C obham s w e re  in  so m e  m e a s u re  to  b lam e fo r  the 

e m b a r ra s s m e n t  o f th e  E a r l  o f  S h re w sb u ry .

W hen S h a k e s p e a re 's  T a lb o t s c e n e s  a r e  p lac e d  a g a in s t  th is  m ia sm ic  

b ack d ro p  of su b te rfu g e  and  t re a s o n ,  the  d ra m a tic  a c tio n s  o f a  f o rm e r  L ord  

T a lb o t and  h is  b e tra y a l  by S ir  John  F a ls ta f f 's  c o w a rd ic e  and  d is lo y a lty  

b eco m e, I th in k , sy m b o lic  d ra m a . T h a t S ir  John  F a l s ta f f  is  a  sy m b o lic  

c h a r a c te r  r e p re s e n tin g  L o rd  C obham  in  th e  H en ry  IV p lay s  is  f a i r ly  w e ll 

p ro v ed . We know th a t S h a k e sp e a re  su b s titu te d  th e  n am e  o f F a ls ta f f  fo r  

th a t o f S ir  Jo h n  O ld c a s tle  in  th e s e  p lay s  w hen  th e  C obham s co m p la in ed  

of su ch  u sag e  in  th e  la s t  y e a r s  of E liz a b e th 's  re ig n . I su g g e s t th a t  such  

a  su b s titu tio n  w as  a  fac ile  m ove on th e  p a r t  o f the  p la y w rig h t, f o r  S h ak e­

s p e a r e 's  F a ls ta f f  w as, i t  s e e m s , a  sy m b o lic  c h a r a c te r  w hich  h e  had  used  

so m e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  in  h is  d ra m a  of 1 H e n ry  VI. a  c h a r a c te r  w hose  fun ctio n  

had  b een  to  a llu d e  to  the a c tio n s  o f L o rd  C obham . T he s u b s titu tio n  w as
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continua s a t i r a .

T he q u es tio n  a r i s e s ,  w hy should  the young S h a k e sp e a re  d e s ir e

to  v in d ica te  th e  h o n o r o f the E a r l  o f S h re w sb u ry ?  A s im p le  a n s w e r  is

th e  p la y w rig h t's  g re a t  n a tio n a l p r id e .  T h e re  is ,  h o w ev er, a  su g g e s tio n

of a n o th e r  a n sw e r  am o n g  th e  o f f ic ia l  p a p e rs  re la tin g  to  the  S o m e rv il le -

A rd e n  a f fa ir  of 1583. Hugh H all, the  p r ie s t  a r r e s t e d  fo r  p ro v o k in g  John

S o m erv ille  to  m ak e  h is  m ad  r id e  to w ard  London to  k ill  th e  Q ueen, lived

w ith  v a r io u s  C a th o lic  fa m ilie s  in  and  ab o u t W a rw ic k sh ire  fo r  w hom  he

conducted  m a ss  and s e rv e d  a s  c o n fe s s o r .  A m ong th e  n a m e s  l is te d  in

H a ll 's  c o n fe ss io n  a s  p eo p le  w ith  w hom  h e  had  lived  w e re  th e  A rd e n s ,

S ir  John  T h ro c k m o rto n  (fa th e r  of F r a n c is ,  th e  c o n s p ira to r ) ,  and Jo h n

25T a lb o t of G ra fto n  in  W o r c e s te r s h i r e .  S c h o la rs  have a lw ay s  quoted  the 

le t te r s  of M endoza and  M a ry  S tu a r t  to  p ro v e  th e re  w as no re la tio n s h ip  

be tw een  S o m e rv il le 's  s c h e m e  and  th e  T h ro c k m o rto n  p lo t. B oth M endoza 

and  M ary  den ied  th ey  had  e v e r  h e a rd  of S o m e rv ille  and A rd e n . T h e re  

is  s t i l l  no v a lid  ev id en ce  th a t S o m e rv ille  and  E d w ard  A rd e n  w e re  w ork ing  

in  co n junction  w ith  F r a n c is  and  T h o m as  T h ro c k m o rto n  fo r  the  in v a s io n  

of E ng land  and the  r e s c u e  of th e  Q ueen  of S co ts, but th e r e  is  ev id en ce  

th a t Hugh H a ll w as invo lved  in  so m e  b ro a d e r  sch em e  th a n  in s tig a tin g  a  

n e u ro tic  young m an  to  tak e  a  d a g g e r  and k il l  a  " v ip e r  q u een . " W illiam

26
C a len d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s , D o m e s tic . 1581-1590 . p . 142.

^^C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s .  S co tlan d , 1584-1585 , p . 5; C a le n d a r  
of S ta te  P a p e r s . S p an ish . 1580-1586 . p . 512.
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D av iso n  w ro te  to  one of th e  C o u n c illo rs , p ro b a b ly  B u rg h ley , on th e  2 3 rd

of N o v em b er, 1584, r e la t in g  in fo rm a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  the e v i l  p r a c t ic e s

of A rc h ib a ld  D o u g las . In  h is  r e p o r t  D av iso n  r e m a rk e d  th a t:

F r a n c i s  F lo w e r  is  d eem ed  to  have opened  th e  g a ts  fo r  
d is c o v e ry  o f Haw  11 th e  p r ie s t ,  and  o th e r s  o f th a t fam ily , 
b u t n o t of du ty  to  th e  King nor^ of_zeal o f re lig io n , be ing  
a n  a th e is t  h im s e lf  and  long /_pne_/. H is  p o licy  is  s a id  to  
h a v e  b een  p a r t ly  fo r  re v e n g e , but c h ie f ly  fo r  so le  c r e d i t ,  
w hen  th e  r e s t  a r e  e x p u lse d , and  th a t  h is  m a s te r  m i s ­
t ru s t in g  N o le s , by  th e  s k il l  of h is  f o r m e r  p ra n k s , w ould 
fa in  be r id  o f h im , sav in g  th a t  he e x p e c ts  t im e . T he 
m a t t e r  o f H aw ll th e  p r ie s t  is  d iv id ed  b e tw een  S o m m e r-  
f ie ld  and  h im , th e  d e c ip h e r in g  of o th e r s  o f th a t  troog_ 
b e long ing  to  h is  m a s te r ,  is  a s c r ib e d  on ly  to  h im . / I n  
th e  m a rg in  is  w r itte n :  T h is^ is  a  c o n s id e ra t io n  am o n g  
th e  b e s t  s o r t  o f F .  F lo w e r^ /  , , . Jo h n  G illp in  to ld  
m e  2 y e a r s  s in c e  an d  m o re ,  th a t  w h en  h e  w as se n t a f t e r  
h is  m a s t e r 's  so n  in to  F r a n c e ,  he  m e t a t  R om e w ith  
H aw ll th e  p r ie s t ,  w ho am o n g s t t r e e s  an d  p la n ts , and  
u n d e r  r e a m s  of w h ite  p a p e r  th a t he  b ro u g h t o v e r  h i th e r ,  
th e r e  w e re  s e d it io u s  books p ack ed  to g e th e r  v e ry  cunn ing ly , 
th a t  a ls o  he w as th e n  a  m in is te r  of m e s s a g e s  and  p r a c t ic e s ,  
an d  h e  w as s u sp e c te d  to  h av e  had  H y d e 's  books th en , to  
b e  d is p e r s e d  by h is  m e a n s  in  E n g lan d , th e  m eth o d  w h e re o f  
w as a  d e s c r ip t io n  of a l l  th e  p e r s o n s  o f th e  n o b ility , 
c o u n c il lo rs , and  o th e rs  w e ll a ffe c te d  to  God and o u r  
so v e re ig n , in  th e  's  lande r e s t '  m a n n e r  an d  m o s t r e p r o a c h ­
fu l th a t  m ig h t b e . O nly th e  E a r l  o f S u sse x  and  so m e  o th e r s  
w e re  r e v e re n t ly  sp o k en  of. T h is  r e m e m b ra n c e  to u ch in g  
H aw ll m ay  s e rv e  to  b r in g  so m e  o th e r  th in g  to  lig h t.

^^C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s . S c o tla n d . 1584-1585 . pp . 4 2 8 - 29.
T h is  is  a  s in g u la r ly  d iff ic u lt p a s s a g e . I  h av e  not b een  a b le  to  t r a c e  
F r a n c is  F lo w e rs  o r  h is  m a s te r ,  n o r  do th e  n a m e s  of Jo h n  G ilp in  o r  
N o les a p p e a r  ag a in  in  th e  C a le n d a r . T he m a lic io u s  r e m a r k  c o n c e rn in g  
Hugh H a ll an d  S ir  C h r is to p h e r  H atto n , th a t  w as  p u b lish e d  in  L e ic e s t e r 's  
C o m m o n w ea lth , h a s  a lw ay s  b een  c o n s id e re d  a  b it  o f u n g ro u n d ed  g o s s ip  
m e a n t to  d e n ig ra te  L e ic e s te r .  S ee  T h e  H is to ry  o f Q ueen  E l iz a b e th .
A m y R o b s a r t . and  T he E a r l  o f L e ic e s te r  . . . o r  L e y c e s te r s  C om m on - 
w ea lth  (L ondon: L o n g m an s , G re en , and  C om pany , 1904), p . 202. T h is  
fam o u s book  a ls o  c o n ta in s  th e  fo llow ing  p a s s a g e  on  th e  E a r l  o f S h re w sb u ry
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D avison  s e e m s  to  have g a th e re d  h is  new s fro m  S co tland ; h is  co m p le te  

r e p o r t  c o v e rs  re c e n t  a c t iv i t ie s  o f A rc h ib a ld  D oug las  and the  E a r l  o f A ngus. 

Hugh H a ll 's  a c t iv i t ie s  se e m  th en  to  have b een  m o re  ex p an siv e  th a n  is  

u su a lly  b e liev ed . We know th a t S o m e rv ille  w as q u e s tio n ed  c o n ce rn in g  

h is  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  H eq ry  G oodyere  w hom  he h ad  v is i te d  in  C o v en try ;
V

G oodyere w as a  p a r t is a n  of M ary  S tu a r t  who had b een  se n t to  th e  T ow er

28fo r  h is  c o m p lic ity  in  the  R id o lfi a f f a i r  in  1571.

w hich  a tte m p ts  to  p lace  th e  d ish o n o rin g  of th e  E a r l  a t  L e ic e s t e r 's  d o o r: 
"W h at m ean e th  a ls o  th e se  p e rn itio u s  la te  d e a lin g s  a g a in s t  th e  E a r le  of 

S h rew sb u ry , a  m an  of the m o s t a n c ie n t and  w o r th ie s t  N ob ility  o f o u r  
R e a lm e ?  W hat m e a n s  th e  p r a c t i s e s  w ith  h is  n e a r e s t  both  in  bed and  
blood a g a in s t h im ?  W hat m e an e  th e s e  m o s t fa ls e  and  s la n d e ro u s  ru m o rs  
c a s t  a b ro a d  of la te  of h is  d is lo y a ll  d e m e a n u re s  to w a rd s  h e r  M a je s ty  and 
h is  c o u n trey , w ith  the  g r e a t  p r is o n e r  c o m m itte d  to  h is  c h a rg e ?  Is  a l l  
th is  to  any  o th e r  end, but on ly  to  d r iv e  h im  to  so m e  irn p a tie n c e , and  
th e re b y  to  c o m m it o r  say  so m e th in g  w h ich  m ay  open  th e  g a te  un to  h is  
ru in e  ? " p. 203. T h is  book w as p r in te d  on th e  C o n tin en t in  1584 and  r e ­
p r in te d  in ’F re n c h  in  1585, to  E l iz a b e th 's  g r e a t  h u m ilia tio n .

28ç a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . D o m e s tic . 1581-1590. p . 124. The 
W arw ick  in d ic tm e n t of th e  A rd e n s  and  S o m e rv il le s  h a s  b een  c o n s id e re d  
a  b ia se d  d o cu m en t. It is  p r e s e r v e d  in  th e  B aga de S e c re t is  in  th e  S ta te  
P a p e r s .  Is su e d  on the 2nd of D e c e m b e r , 1583, i t  r e a d s :  " In d ic tm e n t 
found a t W arw ick  a g a in s t th e  sa id  Jo h n  S o m e rv y lle , M a rg a re t  S o m erv y lle , 
and  th e  sa id  E d w ard  A rd e n , la te  o f P a r k  H a ll, a fo re s a id ,  g en tlem a n , and  
M ary , h is  w ife, F r a n c is  A rd en , and  th e  s a id  H ugh H a ll, fo r  th a t on  the 22nd 
O c to b e r, 25 E l i z . , a t  E d re s to n , th e y  c o n s p ire d  to  c o m p a ss  th e  d e a th  o f th e  
Q ueen, and  change the  p u re  r e l ig io n  e s ta b lis h e d  in  th e  k ingdom , a s  w e ll a s  
to  su b v e r t th e  C om m onw ealth , and  in  o r d e r  to  c a r r y  su c h  th e i r  t r e a s o n  in to  
e ffe c t, th e  sa id  M a rg a re t  S o m e rv y le , E d w a rd  A rd e n , M a ry  A rd e n , F r a n c is  
A rd e n , and  H ugh H a ll a t  E d re s to n , th e  24th  O c t . , 25 E l i z . , by d iv e r s  w ay s 
and  m ean s  in c ite d  Jo h n  S o m e rv ille  to  k i l l  the  Q ueen, and  th e re u p o n  th e  sa id  
John  S o m erv y le  t r a i t e r o u s ly  s a id , *I w ill  go up to  th e  C o u rt and  sh o o t the  
Q ueen th ro u g h  w ith  a  p is to l, ' and  on  th e  fo llow ing  d ay  h e  to o k  a  p is to l ,  g u n ­
po w d er, and  b u lle ts ,  and  jo u rn e y e d  th e re w ith  f ro m  E d re s to n  to w a rd s  London, 
th e  Q ueen th e n  be in g  in  h e r  h o u se  c a lle d  S t. J a m e s , in  th e  C ounty  of M id d le ­
se x , n e a r  th e  s a m e  c ity , in  o r d e r  to  c a r r y  h is  t r e a s o n s  in to  e ffe c t. " Q uoted 
by C .C , S to p es, S h a k e s p e a re 's  W a rw ic k sh ire  C o n te m p o ra r ie s  (S tr a tfo rd - 
U pon-A von: S h a k e sp e a re  H ead  P r e s s ,  1907), p . 98 .
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Jo h n  T a lb o t 's  n am e  a p p e a rs  a g a in  in  a  le t te r  w r i t te n  by Lady

T h ro c k m o rto n  to  h e r  son , T h o m as, on th e  9 th  o f O c to b e r, 1583, in  w hich

she s a y s  she h a s  ta lk e d  w ith  Owen, M r. T a lb o t 's  m an , who reco m m en d s

th a t T h o m as go to  Lady A ru n d e l a t A ru n d e l C a s tle  who w ill o b ta in  a  p a s sa g e  

29
by sh ip  fo r  h im . T h is  s e e m s  to  have b e e n  th e  m ean s  by w hich  F r a n c is  

T h ro c k m o r to n 's  b r o th e r  e sc a p e d  to  the C o n tin en t. Jo h n  T a lb o t w as the 

son  of S ir  John  T a lb o t, b ro th e r  o f the  E a r l  o f S h rew sb u ry . D: is  only 

c o n je c tu re , but th e  young S h a k e s p e a re 's  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e T a lb o ts  m ay  

p o ss ib ly  have co m e th ro u g h  Hugh H a ll 's  v i s i t s  to  the  hom e of Jo h n  T a lbo t 

in  G ra fto n . A s a  youth  S h a k e sp e a re  m ay  h av e  a cco m p an ied  th e  p r ie s t  

th e r e .

It is  in te re s t in g  th a t  S h a k e sp e a re  g iv e s  th e  n am e , Jo h n  H olland , 

to  one of th e  m ad  c o n s p ir a to r s  of C a d e 's  r e b e l l io n  (2 H e n ry  VI, I V .  i i . 1), 

a  c h a r a c te r  who b ra n d ish e s  a  la th  and s w e a rs  to  k ill  th e  k ing . John  H olland, 

it  m ay  be re m a rk e d , w as a n  a l ia s  u sed  by  Jo h n  S o m e rv ille . D o v e r 

W ilson  h a s  su g g e s ted  th a t  S h a k e s p e a re 's  p o r tr a y a l  of th e  C ade re b e ll io n  

is  a  c o m p o site  d e s c r ip t io n  o f e le m e n ts  ta k e n  fro m  the  c h ro n ic le  acco u n ts

^^C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s , D o m e s tic . 1581-1590 . p . 124.
30The p r ie s t ,  R o b e r t Jo h n so n , w as a p p reh en d ed  in  th e  com pany  of 

John  T a lb o t anid h is  w ife in  London in  1580 and  ex ecu ted . A f te r  th a t t im e  
John  T a lb o t sp en t m o s t o f  h is  life  in  p r is o n  o r  u n d e r h o u se  a r r e s t  a t  v a r io u s  
p o in ts  in  and  n e a r  L ondon. H e pa id  g re a t  su m s  in  re c u s a n c y  f in e s , and w as 
a t  leng th  a r r e s t e d  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  G unpow der P lo t  in  1605, bu t w as 
la te r  f r e e d .  See T h e  C a th o lic  E n c y c lo p e d ia , XIV, 432.

^^See th e  in d ex  to  C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s , D o m e s tic , 1581-1590 
u n d e r S o m e rv ille . S h a k e sp e a re  u se s  th e  n a m e . S ir  Jo h n  S o m e rv ille , fo r  
a  lo y a l c h a r a c te r  in  3 H e n ry  VI. V . i .
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of W at T y le r 's  u p r is in g  and th e  C ade a f fa ir  a s  w e ll a s  e le m e n ts  fro m  the

32p lay , J a c k  S tra w . It is  p o s s ib le  th a t a n o th e r  su ch  re b e ll io n  is  a llu d ed

to  in  S h a k e s p e a re 's  p lay . K ent h ad  been  the  s o u rc e  of a  n u m b e r of su ch

u p r is in g s , th e  la te s t  in  T u d o r t im e s  w as W y a tt 's  r e b e ll io n  in  Ja n u a ry

and F e b r u a ry  of 1554. G eo rg e , s ix th  L o rd  C obham , w as a  b ro th e r - in - la w

to  T h o m as W yatt, and  th is  re la t io n s h ip  p lu s  h is  r e c e n t  a n ti-M a r ia n  t ie s

w ith  th e  D uke of N o rth u m b e rlan d  and Lady Ja n e  G rey  s e n t h im  to  the

T o w er a f te r  W y a tt 's  u p r is in g  fa ile d . C o b h a m 's  so n s , W illiam  and T h o m as,

jo in ed  th e  r e b e ll io n  and  ro d e  in to  London w ith  W yatt. T h o m as Cobham

w as w ith  th e  g ro u p  of re b e ls  th a t b e s ie g e d  th e  c o u r t ie r s  a t  th e  G atehouse

fro m  W e s tm in s te r ,  and he w as am o n g  the  g ro u p  w ith  W yatt a t  T em ple

33
B a r  w hen W yatt s u r r e n d e re d  to  S ir  M au rice  B e rk e le y . L o rd  Cobham  

and h is  e ld e s t  so n  w e re  r e le a s e d  f ro m  the T o w er in  M a rc h  a t  th e  i n t e r ­

c e s s io n  o f C ount d 'E g m o n t. T h o m as  C obham  w as not p a rd o n ed  u n til

32
T he C a m b rid g e  S h a k e s p e a re , pp . 174 -76 .

33See A  C h ro n ic le  o f E ng  land . . . ^  C h a r le s  W rio th e s le y . 
W in d so r H e ra ld , ed . W .D . H a m ilto n  (2 v o lu m es; London: T he C am den  
S ocie ty , 1876-77), pp . 110-25; T h e  C h ro n ic le  o f Q ueen  Jan e  . . . , 
ed . Jo h n  G. N icho ls (London: T h e  C am den  S o c ie ty , 1850), pp . 35-62; 
E d w ard  U n d erh ill, " N a r ra t iv e  of W y a tt 's  R eb e llio n , " and  Jo h n  P ro c to r ,  
" H is to ry  of W y a tt 's  R eb e llio n , " in  A n E n g lish  G a rn e r  (W e s tm in s te r : 
A rc h ib a ld  C o n stab le  and  C om pany, 1903), pp . 170-98 , 199-258.
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34
1555. S h a k e sp e a re  m a k e s  no sp e c if ic  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  a c tio n s  of W yatt 

and th e  C o b h am s, but W y a tt 's  re b e ll io n  w as p a tte rn e d  on th e  e a r l i e r  

u p r is in g s  f ro m  B lack h e a th . T he re b e ls  m a rc h e d  to  Southw ark , w ere  

d e lay ed  a t  London B rid g e , ev en tu a lly  e n te re d  London fro m  the  e a s t ,  rode  

th ro u g h  the  c ity , and a t len g th  w e re  d e fea te d  by the ro y a l f o r c e s .  It is  

p o s s ib le  th a t E l iz a b e th 's  su p p o sed  c o m p lic ity  in  th is  a f fa ir  p ro v id e d  a 

s tro n g  d e te r r e n t  to  the  p la y w rig h t in  h is  m an ag em en t of th e  m on tage  of 

K en tish  r e b e l l io n s .

If in  2 H en ry  VI w e find a lm o s t noth ing  of the  C obham s of W y a tt 's  

re b e llio n , th a t  o m iss io n  is  abundan tly  co m p en sa ted  in  th e  acco u n t g iven  

in  th e  p lay  o f th e  a c tio n s  of E le a n o r  C obham , D u ch ess  of G lo u c e s te r .

T he s to ry  of E le a n o r  C obham  re s e m b le s  in  m any  w ays the h is to r y  of the 

O ld c a s tle  legend; it c a m e  dow n th ro u g h  th e  c h ro n ic le s  a s  a  s to r y  of 

t r e a s o n ,  but th e  la te r  T u d o r  h is to r ia n s  rew o rk ed  th e  m a te r ia l  u n til 

E le a n o r  b e c a m e  a  v ic tim  o f p o li t ic a l  fo rc e s  and  a t length , like h e r  k in s ­

m an, she w as e n ro lle d  in  F o x e 's  c a le n d a r  of m a r ty r s .  A  ty p ic a l  m id -  

f if te e n th -c e n tu ry  v e r s io n  o f E le a n o r 's  s to r y  is  d e s c r ib e d  by W illiam  

34 *C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . D o m e s tic . 1547-1580. p . 62. The 
F r e n c h  in tr ig u e s  beh ind  W y a tt 's  re b e ll io n  and th e  p re m a tu re  p re c ip ita n c e  
of th e  p lo t w hen  the  F r e n c h  c o u r i e r 's  p a c k e t w as in te rc e p te d  by  th e  S p an ish  
A m b a ssa d o r  is  p re s e n te d  in  d e ta il  by E . H a r r i s  H arb iso n , R iv a l A m b a s s a ­
d o rs  a t  Q ueen  M a ry 's  C o u r t . It is  a m u sin g  to  no te  th a t W illiam  L a m b a rd , 
a n  old f r ie n d  o f W illiam , L o rd  C obham , and  e v en tu a lly  a n  e x e c u to r  o f h is  
w ill, re fu s e d  to  inc lude  a n  acco u n t o f W y a tt 's  re b e ll io n  in  h is  P e ra m b u ­
la tio n  of K ent. In th is  w o rk  he  d e s c r ib e s  fo u r  e a r l i e r  u p r is in g s  th a t 
o r ig in a te d  in  th e  county , bu t on com ing to  the  1554 in s u r re c t io n , he s to p s  
and r e m a rk s  th a t  " fo r p a in  an d  p ity "  h e  can n o t co n tin u e . P e ra m b u la tio n  
of K ent (London: R. N ew b e rie , 1576), p . 276.
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G reg o ry , M ayor o f London:

^ . D .  1440-4W  And in  th e  sa m e  y e re  th e r e  w e re  tak e  
c e r ta y n e  t r a y to u ry s ,  th e  w hyche p u rp o sy d  to  s le e  o u re  
lege lo rd e  th e  kyng by c ra f te  o f e g re m a u n c e y , and  th e re  
in s tru m e n ty s  w e re  opynly shew yd to  a lle  m en  a t the  
C ro s s e  in  P ow lys c h y rc h e  y e rd e  a -p o n  a  sch affo ld e  
i-m a d e  th e  r e - f o r .  A tt th e  w hyche tym e w as p re s e n t  
one of th e  sa m e  t r a y to u r s ,  w hiche w as ca lly d  R o g er 
B u lb roke , a  c le rk e  of O x fo rd e , and  fo r  th a t sam e  
tre s o u n  m y  L ady of G lo u c e s te r  toke say n tw e ry e  a t 
W e s te m y s te r ;  and  the x j day  of A u g u ste  th en n e  next 
folow ynge sh e  toke th e  w ay to  the  c a s te l le  o f L e sn e s .
And on Syn Sym on and Ju d ey s  eve w as th e  w ycche  be syde 
W e s te m y s te r  b re n t in  S m eth efy ld e ,_ an d  on the day  of 
Sym on and Jude the  p e r s o n  p a r s o n /  o f Syn Stevynnys 
in  W alb roke , w hyche th a t w as one of the  s a m e  fo re  
sayde  t r a y to u r s ,  deyde in  the T o u re  fo r  so ro w e . . . .

A nde in  th a t sam e  y e re  the L ady  o f G lo u c e te r  fo r  
th e  sam e t r e s o n  she w as juggyde by th e  sp y ry tu a lle  
law e to  i i j  sondys o r  d y v e rs  p la c y s , th a t y s  to  w ete , 
on M ondaye, th e  x iij  daye of N o v em b y r, to  P o w ly s, and 
on th e  W anysday  i-sy g n y d  unto C ry  c h y rc h e ; and  on the 
F ry d a y  n ex te  folowyng to  Synt M ych elly s  in  C o rn e h y lle .
And on th e  S a ty rd a y  n ex t folow yng w as R o g e r B u lb roke  
hanggyde and  d raw e , and  q u a r te ry d e  a t T y b u rn e .

W hen E d w ard  H a ll r e la te d  the s to ry  o f E le a n o r  C obham  (1548) he  m ay

w e ll h av e  kep t in  m in d  the  fac t th a t G eo rg e , s ix th  L o rd  C obham , w as an

in flu e n tia l m e m b e r  o f th e  P r iv y  C ouncil, fo r  H a ll’s v e r s io n  of the  h is to r y

co n ta in s  a  new e m p h a s is  upon th e  en e m ie s  o f G lo u c e s te r ,  and it  m in im iz e s

the  t r e a s o n  of G lo u c e s te r ’s w ife:

But venym e w ill once b re a k e  ou te , an d  in w ard e  g rudge 
w ill  sone a p p e a re , w hiche w as th is  y e re  to  a l l  m en  
a p p a ra u n t: fo r  d iv e rs  s e c r e t  a t te m p te s  w e re  advaunced

^^The H is to r ic a l  C o lle c tio n s  o f a  C itiz e n  of London in  the  F if te e n th  
C en tu ry , ed . J a m e s  G a ird n e r  (London: T he C am d en  S ocie ty , 1876), 
pp. 183-84 .
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fo rw a rd  th is  s e a so n , a g a in s t th e  nobe duke H u m frey  of 
G lo c e s te r ,  a  f a r r e  of, w hiche in  co n c lu s io n  c am e  so  
n e re ,  th a t th ey  b e re f t  hym  both  of lyfe and  lande, a s  
you s h a ll  h e r e a f te r  m o re  m a n ife s tly  p e rc e y v e . F o r  
f i r s t  th is  y e re ,  dam e E ly a n o u r C obham , wyfe to  the  
say d  duke, w as a c c u se d  of tre a s o n , fo r  th a t she  by 
s o r c e r y  and en ch au n tm en t, en tended  to  d e s tro y  the  
kyng, to  th e n te n t to  advaunce and  to  p ro m o te  h e r  
h u s bande to  the c ro u n e : upon th y s  sh e  w as exam ined  
in  s a in c t  S tep h en s chappe I, b e fo re  th e  B is shop of 
C a n te rb u ry , an d  th e r e  by ex am in ac io n  co n v ic t & judged , 
to  do open  p en au n ce , in  i i j  open p la c e s , w ith in  th e  
c i t ie  of London, and  a f te r  th a t ad judged  to  p e rp e tu a ll  
p r is o n e  in  th e  I s le  o f M an, u n d e r th e  kepyng o f S ir  
Jh o n  S tan ley , knyght. A t the sam e  se a so n , w e r  a r r e s t e d  
a s  a y d e rs  and  c o u n s a i le rs  to  the sayde  D u c h e sse , T h o m as 
Southw el, p r ie s te  and  chanon of s a in c te  S tephens in  
W e s tm y n s te r , Jh o n  Hum p r ie s t ,  R o g e r  B o lyngbroke, a  
conyng n y c ro m a n c ie r ,  and M a rg e r ie  Jo u rd a y n e , su rn a m e d  
th e  w itch e  of E y e , to  w hose ch a rg e  it w as  la ied , th a t  
th e i,  a t  the  r e q u e s t  of the  d u c h e sse , had  d ev ise d  a n  
im a g e  o f w axe, re p re s e n ty n g  the  kynge, w hich  by th e i r  
s o r c e r y ,  a  lit le and  lit le consum ed , en tendyng  th e rb y  
in  c o n c lu s io n  to  w a is t, and  d e s tro y  th e  kynges p e rso n , 
and  so  to  b ry n g  hym  dea th , fo r  th e  w h ich  tre is o n ,  th ey  
w e r  ad judged  to  dye, & so  M a rg e ry  Jo rd a y n e  w as b re n t  
in  sm ith fe ld e , & R o g er B olyngbroke w as d raw en  & q u a r te re d  
a t  t ib o rn e , tak y n g  upon h is  dea th , th a t th e r e  w as n e v e r  
no su ch e  thyng by  th e im  ym agined , John  Hum  had  h is  
p a rd o n , & Southw el d ied  in  the to u re  b e fo re  ex ecu tio n : 
th e  duke of G lo u c e s te r , to k e  a l l  th e s e  th y n g es  p ac ien tly , 
and  s a ie d  l i t le .  . . . 3o

F a b y a n 's  a cc o u n t of E le a n o r 's  d eed s  follow ed th e  o ld e r  C a th o lic  v e rs io n ,

and he d id  no t h e s ita te  to  inc lude  a  b it o f g o s s ip  abou t L ady  E le a n o r  th a t

had  c ir c u la te d  in  th e  C o u rt b e fo re  she becam e th e  D u ch ess  o f G lo u c e s te r :

V̂ md f i r s te  th is  y e r e  dam e E le a n o u re  C obham , w hom  he 
^ l o u c e s te W  w as  to  fa m y ly e r  w ith , e r  sh e  w e re  to  hym  
m a ry e d , w as a r r e s t i d  of c e r ta y n e  p o y n tes  o f t r e a s o n ,

36
H a ll 's  C h ro n ic le . 1809 e d . , p . 202.
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and th e ru p o n  by ex am y n ac io n  conv ic t, and  la s t ly  dem yd  
to  d w ell a s  an  out law e in  th e  I s le  o f M an, u n d e r  th e  w a rd e  
of s i r  T hom as S tan ley  knyght. . . .3 ?

F a b y a n  con tinued  h is  acco u n t w ith  a  d e s c r ip tio n  of th e  e x ecu tio n  of B o lin g -

b ro k e  and th e  W itch  o f E y e , and  he d e s c r ib e d  th e  w ax im ag e  of the  King

and  th e i r  a tte m p te d  t r e a s o n  by s o rc e r y .  By 1563, a s  we w ould by now

e x p ec t, John  F o x e  p icked  up th e  s to ry  of E le a n o r  C obham , re  k n it i t  into

a  d e fen se  of th e  lady, and  m ad e  h e r  a s  w e ll a s  h e r  h u sb an d  a  v ic tim  of

th e  m a lic e  o f th e  u n sc ru p u lo u s  B ishop  of W in c h e s te r . T h is  f o r  F o x e  w as

one m o re  ex am p le  o f the u n lic en se d  d e p ra v ity  o f C a th o lic ism  in  g e n e ra l .

B ut F o x e 's  a c c o u n t co n ta in ed  a  flaw  w hich  N ich o las  H a rp s f ie ld  w as qu ick

to  u n ra v e l. T h e  im p riso n e d  A rch d e ac o n  tau n ted  F o x e  fo r  co n fu sin g  th e

p r ie s t  B o lin g b ro k e  w ith  S ir  R o g e r  Only, knight, and  fo r  p lac in g  th e  W itch

o f E ye in  h is  c a le n d a r  o f s a in ts .  F o x e  w ro te  "A  B r ie f  A n sw e r  to  the

C a v illa tio n s  o f A lan  C o p e 's  C o n ce rn in g  L ady  E le a n o r  C obham " w hich  he

■ao
p r in te d  in  th e  1576 ed itio n  of th e  A c ts  and  M o n u m en ts . He had  not m ade 

th e  w itch  a  s a in t ,  he in s is te d , but he had  m ade a n  e r r o r  in  th e  nam e of 

B o lin g b ro k e  b e ca u se  h is  f i r s t  ed itio n  w as " so  h a s t i ly  ra sh e d  up in  such  

s h o r tn e s s  o f t im e .  " And o f th is  li t t le  m a t te r  " M a s te r  C ope, th e  p o p e 's  

sc o u t, lying in  p r iv y  w ait to  spy  fa u lts  in  a l l  m e n 's  w o rk s  . . . ta k e th  

p e p p e r  in  th e  n o se , and  fa lle th  ag a in  unto h is  old b a rk in g  a g a in s t  m e . " 

F o x e  th en  defended  E le a n o r  C obham  by s y llo g is tic  re a so n in g : E le a n o r

37T h e New C h ro n ic le s  o f E ng land  and F r a n c e , 1811 e d . , p . 614.

38A c ts  and  M onum ents. 1877 e d . , in , 704-09.
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fav o red  L o lla rd y , th e r e fo re  sh e  w as h a te d  by th e  p a p is ts ;  i f  she  had 

in tended  t r e a s o n  she  w ould no t have m ad e  so  m an y  p e r s o n s  p r iv y  to  h e r  

in ten tio n s ; the W itch  of E ye lived  in  the B ish o p  o f W in c h e s te r 's  s e r ,  

th e re fo re  she  w as p ro b ab ly  h is  in s tru m e n t;  P o ly d o re  V e rg il o m itted  the 

acco u n t of E le a n o r  C obham  fro m  h is  A n g lic a tH is to r ia , H is "m ew ing  up 

of the m a t te r "  in d ica ted  he  m u s t have found so m eth in g  to  m ak e  h im  m i s ­

t r u s t  th e  w hole s to ry .  A f te r  te n  su ch  co n c lu s io n s  F o x e  ended th u s :

A lthough th e s e ,  w ith  m an y  m o re  c o n je c tu re s ,  m a y  be 
a lleg e d  a s  som e p a r t  o f th e  d e fen ce  o f th is  d u c h e s s , 
and  of h e r  c h ap la in s  and  p r ie s t s ,  y e t, b e c a u se  i t  m ay  
s t i l l  not be im p o ss ib le  fo r  the  m a t t e r  la id  a g a in s t  
th em  to  be t ru e ,  I le av e  it  th e r e fo re  a t  la rg e , a s  I 
find it; say in g , a s  I s a id  b e fo re , th a t  i f  th a t  be t r u e  
w hich  th e  s to r ie s  s a y  in  th is  m a t te r ,  th ink , I b e s e e c h  
th e e , g en tle  r e a d e r !  th a t  I  have s a id  no th ing  h e re o f .

And th u s  Foxe left it , hang ing  f i r e ,  a s  i t  w e re .  T he E liz a b e th a n  c h ro n ic le r s

follow ed t ru e  to  th e i r  p re v io u s  co m m itm e n ts  to  the O ld c a s tle  s to ry .

G ra fto n 's  accoun t o f th e  E le a n o r  C obham  ep iso d e  (1569) is  b a se d  upon

H all; h is  opin ion  of th e  c h a rg e s  o f t r e a s o n  b ro u g h t a g a in s t  the D u ch ess

w as th a t th ey  w e re  p a r t  and  p a r c e l  o f th e  B ish o p  of W in c h e s te r 's  p la n  to

40d e s tro y  the  Duke o f G lo u c e s te r .  Ho U nshed r e la te s  th e  tra g e d y  of

41E le a n o r  in  w hich  sh e  is  th e  v ic tim  of G lo u c e s te r 's  e n e m ie s .  S to w 's  

v e rs io n  o f the  s to ry  goes b ack  to  th e  p re -R e fo rm a tio n  acco u n t o f th e

^ ^ Ib id .. m ,  708.

40 G ra fto n 's  C h ro n ic le . 1809 e d . .  I, 622.

41
Ho U n sh ed '8 C h ro n ic le s . 1808 e d . , IV, 808.
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a f fa ir ;  he co n ten d s th a t the la d y 's  " p r id e , f a ls e  c o v e tis e , and  le c h e ry "  

w e re  th e  c a u se  of h e r  "c o n fu sio n . " Stow d e n ig ra te s  h e r  c h a r a c te r  f u r th e r  

by in s is t in g  th a t sh e  w as G lo u c e s te r 's  " p a ra m o u r ,  to  h is  g re a t  r e p ro c h . "

He d e s c r ib e s  h e r  a p p re h e n s io n  and  in d ic tm en t fo r  t r e a s o n  w ith  th e  o th e r

unholy c o n s p ir a to r s ,  and  ad d s:

T h e re  w as ta k e n  a ls o  M a rg e ry  G u rd em ain e , a  w itch  of 
E y e  ny W e s tm in s te r ,  w hose  s o r c e r ie  and  w itc h c ra f t  
th e  sa id  E l ia n o r  hadde long tim e  u se d , and  by h e r  
m e d ic in e s  and  d r in k e s  e n fo rc e d  th e  D uke of G lo u c e s te r  
to  love h e r ,  and  a f te r  to  w edde h e r ,  w h e re fo re ,  and  
fo r  c a u se  of r e la p s e ,  th e  sa m e  w itch  w as  b re n t  in  
S m ith fie ld , on the  tw e n tie - s e v e n  day  o f O c to b e r .

Stow co n c lu d es  w ith  th e  s ta n d a rd  acco u n t o f E le a n o r 's  p en an ce  and  ex ile

and the  ex ecu tio n  of B o lin g b ro k e . R o b e rt P a r s o n s  a ls o  u sed  th e  o ld e r

w r i te r s  to  a t ta c k  th e  " m a r ty rd o m "  of th e  D u ch ess  and  th e  acco u n t o f h e r

tra g e d y  g iv en  by F o x e  in  th e  A c ts  and M o n u m e n ts . L ike  H a rp s f ie ld ,

P a r s o n s  d e r id e s  F o x e  fo r  e n ro llin g  a  condem ned  t r a i t o r  and  a ls o  a  w itch

43a s  s a in ts  in  th e  P r o te s ta n t  c a le n d a r .  But P a r s o n s  w as w ritin g  in  1603-04, 

som e y e a r s  beyond th e  p e r io d  o f th e  p ro d u c tio n  of S h a k e s p e a re 's  2 H en ry  

VI. S c h o la rs  a r e  a g re e d  th a t S h a k e sp e a re  r e a d  and  u sed  th e  E liz a b e th a n  

ch ro n ic le  a c co u n ts  o f D am e E le a n o r 's  tra g e d y ; o f e q u a l im p o rta n c e  w ith  

th e  c h ro n ic le  a c c o u n ts  f o r  a n a lo g u es  of th e  d r a m a tic  v e r s io n  is  th e  l i t e r a r y  

p ro d u c tio n  o f th e  s to r y  o f th e  D u ch ess  of G lo u c e s te r  w h ich  a p p e a re d  in  the  

1578 ed itio n  o f the  M ir r o r  fo r  M a g is t r a te s . G eo rg e  F e r r e r s '  v e rs if ie d

^ ^ A n n a le s , 1631 e d . , pp . 367, 381-82 .

^^T he T h ird  P a r t  o f a  T r e a t i s e  In ti tu le d : Of T h re e  C o n v e rs io n s  
of E ng land  . . . , pp . 267-78 .
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tra g e d ie s  of E le a n o r  C obham  and the D uke of G lo u c e s te r  w e re  indexed

in  th e  1559 and 1571 e d itio n s  o f th e  M i r r o r ; th ey  w e re  not, h o w ev er,

inc luded  in  th e  te x t. T he 1578 e d itio n  o f the M ir r o r  indexed  only  the

tra g e d y  of the  Duke o f G lo u c e s te r ,  but th e  co m p an io n  tra g e d y  o f E le a n o r ,

h is  D u ch ess , w as in tro d u c e d  in  a  c a n c e l fo r  fo lio  39 of th is  ed itio n . T h is

unindexed and  u n fo lia ted  g a th e r in g  co n ta in ed  a  new p ro s e  link , th e  tra g e d y

of the D u c h e ss , and a  r e v is e d  p ro s e  link  in tro d u c in g  th e  t ra g e d y  of the

44Duke of G lo u c e s te r . In  th is  t ra g e d y  E le a n o r 's  a c tio n s  a r e  m o tiv a ted

by p r id e  and  am b itio n :

And o f p u re  p itty  p o n d e r  w el m y  c a se .
How I  a  D uchés, d e s ti tu te  o f g ra c e
H ave found by p ro o fe , a s  m an y  have & sh a l
The p ro u e rb e  t r u e ,  th a t p ry d e  w il  hauve a  fa l l .

( lin es  4 -7 )

H e r b ir th  is  s a id  to  be b a s e :

A  nob le  P r in c e  e x t r a c t  of ro y a l blood 
H u n frey  so m e ty m e  P r o te c to r  o f th is  land 
O f G lo c e s te r  D uke, fo r  v e r tu  c a ld  (the good)
W hen I but b a se  b e n e a th  h is  s ta te  did s tan d e  
V o uchsafte  w ith  m e  to  jo in e  in  w ed lo ck es  bande 
H auing in  C o u rt no  n am e  of h ig h  d e g re e  
But E lin o r  C obham  a s  p a re n ts  le ft to  m ee

And though by b y r th  o f noble  r a c e  I w as.
Of B a ro n s  bloud, y e t  w as  I  th o u g h t v n fitte .
So h igh  to  m a tch e , y e t so  i t  c a m e  to  p a s s e .  . . .

( lin e s  8 -17 )

44See th e  in tro d u c tio n  to  L ily  B . C am p b ell, T he M ir r o r  fo r  
M a g is tra te s  (New Y ork: B a rn e s  and  N oble, In c o rp o ra te d , I960), pp . 1 7 -1 8 . 
T he follow ing qu o ta tio n s  f ro m  th e  M ir r o r  a r e  f ro m  th is  ed itio n .
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E le a n o r 's  a m b itio n  to  w e a r  th e  c ro w n  is  d e s c r ib e d  a s  one of th e  m a jo r

re a so n s  fo r  h e r  fa ll:

F o r  no t co n ten t to  be a  D u c h e sse  g re a te ,
1 longed s o re  to  b e a re  th e  nam e of Q ueene 
A sp y rin g  s t i l  vnto a n  h ig h e r  s e a te ,
And w ith  th a t  hope m y se lfe  did o u erw een e  
Sins th e r e  w as none, w h ich  th a t ty m e  w as betw eene 
H en ry  the king , and m y  good D uke h is  F a m e  
H ey re  to  th e  c ro w n e and k ingdom e of the  R e a lm e .

( lin e s  78-84)

In th is  v e r s io n  o f h e r  h is to ry  E le a n o r  a d m its  th a t sh e  c a lle d  in  th e  W itch 

of E y e , B o lin g b ro k e , and  S ou thw ell to  c a s t  c e r ta in  d iv in a tio n s  to  d isc o v e r  

who should  su c c e e d  to  th e  cro w n , but sh e  in s is ts  th a t  n e i th e r  by " in -  

ch au n tm en t, s o r c e r y ,  o r /z h a rm e "  d id  th e y  e v e r  p la n  " to  w o rk  m y  

p r in c e s  h a rm e , " ( lin e s  111-12). And sh e  fu r io u s ly  d enounces B ea u fo rt, 

B ishop  of W in c h e s te r , a s  th e  p e r p e t r a to r  of th e  p lo t to  d e s tro y  bo th  h e r  

and G lo u c e s te r  ( lin e s  176-238). H ow ever, in  the  co m p an io n  tra g e d y  of 

th e  D uke o f G lo u c e s te r  the t r e a s o n a b le  s o r c e r y  of E le a n o r  and th e  n e c ro -  

m a n c ie r s  is  d e s c r ib e d  by th e  D uke, and h e  does not deny  th e  c h a rg e s  m ade 

a g a in s t h is  w ife a lth o u g h  he to o  say s  th a t B ea u fo rt, th e  B ishop  of W in­

c h e s te r ,  u sed  " th is  haynous c r im e  and open  w o rld ly  sh a m e "  a s  " a  fyne 

fe tch  fu r th e r  th in g e s  to  f ra m e . "

Yet b e s id e s  th is  th e r e  w as  a  g r e a te r  th ing .
How sh e  in  w axe by  c o u n se l o f th e  w itch .
A n Im ag e  m ad e , c ro w n ed  like  a  k ing.
W ith  sw o rd  in  h and , in  sh ap e  and  lik e n e s s e  sy ch e  
A s w as th e  k inge, w h ich  day ly  th e y  did  py tch  
A g a in s t a  fy re ,  th a t  a s  th e  w axe d id  m e lt.
So should  h is  lyfe co n su m e  aw ay  v n fe lt.

( lin es  274-80)
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A g a in s t th is  h e te ro g e n ic  b ack g ro u n d  of so u rc e  m a te r ia l  S h ak e­

s p e a r e 's  m an ag em en t o f d ra m a tic  c h a r a c te r  b eco m es  m o re  m ean in g fu l. 

S h a k e s p e a re 's  v e r s io n  o f the D u c h e s s ' c h a r a c te r  is  q u ite  s im i la r  to  th a t 

p o r tra y e d  by G eo rg e  F e r r e r s .  T he p la y w rig h t in tro d u c e s  th e  am b itio n  

of the D u c h ess  in  h e r  open ing  lin e s  w hich  a r e  a d d re s s e d  to  h e r  husband :

W hy a r e  th ine  e y e s  f ix 'd  to  the  su lle n  e a r th ,
G azing  on th a t  w hich  s e e m s  to  d im  th y  s ig h t?
W hat s e e s t  th o u  th e r e ?  King H e n ry 's  d iad em ,
E n c h a s 'd  w ith  a l l  th e  h o n o u rs  o f th e  w o r ld ?
If so , g aze  on, and  g ro v e l on th y  fa ce .
U n til thy  head  be c i r c le d  w ith  th e  s a m e .
P u t fo r th  thy  hand, r e a c h  a t  th e  g lo r io u s  gold .
W hat, i s ' t  too  s h o r t?  I ' l l  Lengthen it  w ith  m ine:
A nd, hav ing  b o th  to g e th e r  h e a v 'd  i t  up.
W e 'l l  bo th  to g e th e r  lif t o u r  h ead s  to  h eav en .
A nd n e v e r  m o re  a b a s e  o u r  s ig h t so  low 
A s to  vo u ch safe  one g lan ce  unto th e  g ro u n d .

( I . i i . 5 - 1 6 )

T h is  c h a r a c te r is t i c  o f a m b itio n  is  re in fo rc e d  in  the sa m e  sc e n e  by E le a n o r 's  

d e s c r ip t io n  of h e r  d re a m  in  w hich  she is  c ro w n ed  Q ueen  in  W e s tm in s te r  

c a th e d ra l  ( lin e s  36-40). H e r  d e a lin g s  w ith  th e  W itch  of E y e , R o g er B o lin g ­

b ro k e , S outhw ell, and H um e a r e  d ra m a tiz e d  in  sce n e  i i i  o f A ct I; th is  

scen e  w as re v is e d  fo r  th e  fo lio  ed itio n  of th e  p lay , p o ss ib ly , a s  the A rd e n

e d ito r  su g g e s ts , to  re m o v e  th e  d i r e c t  p a r t  ta k e n  by th e  D u ch ess  in  the

45
tre a s o n a b le  p ro c e e d in g s . T h e  b u rn in g  o f th e  w ax effig y  is  not m en tio n ed  

in  th e  p lay . W hen B uck ingham  ann o u n ces  E le a n o r 's  a p p re h e n s io n  to  the

^^ T he A rd e n  S h a k e sp e a re , p . 31. It should  be no ted  a lso  th a t 
John  H um e sa y s  he h a s  a c c e p te d  th e  B is h o p 's  gold  to  "b u z  th e se  c o n ­
ju ra tio n s  in  h e r  b ra in , " ( I .  i i  . 99).
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King and G lo u c e s te r ,  he  s im p ly  sa y s ,

A  s o r t  o f naughty  p e rs o n s ,  lew dly ben t 
U nder th e  co u n ten an ce  and  co n fe d e ra c y  
Of L ady  E le a n o r , th e  P r o te c to r 's  w ife .
T he r in g le a d e r  and  h ead  o f a l l  th is  ro u t.
H ave p r a c t i s 'd  d a n g e ro u s ly  a g a in s t y o u r  s ta te ,
D ea lin g  w ith  w itc h e s  and  w ith  c o n ju re rs :
W hom w e have a p p reh en d e d  in  th e  fac t;
R a is in g  up w icked  s p i r i t s  f ro m  u n d e r  g round .
D em anding  of King H e n ry 's  life  and  d ea th .
And o th e r  of y o u r  H ig h n e s s ' P r iv y  C o u n c il 
A s m o re  a t  la rg e  y o u r G ra ce  s h a ll  u n d e rs ta n d .

{11. i .  159-69)

And w hen E le a n o r  is  se n te n ce d  by  the  King, he  on ly  say s  " in  s ig h t of God

and u s , y o u r g u ilt is  g re a t ,  " ( I I .  i i i .  2); E le a n o r 's  s to ic  re p ly  is ,  "w elcom e

is  b an ish m e n t; w elcom e w e re  m y  d ea th , " ( I I .  i i i .  14). H e r  la s t  lin es  in

th e  p lay  a r e  th o se  of acknow ledged  g u ilt: w hen  S ir  John S tan ley  te l l s  h e r

to  th ro w  off h e r  s h e e t in  w hich  sh e  had  done p en an ce  and p re p a re  fo r  h e r

jo u rn e y  in to  e x ile , sh e  la m e n ts .

M y sh a m e  w ill no t be sh if te d  w ith  m y  sh e e t:
No; it w ill  hang  upon m y  r ic h e s t  ro b e s ,
And show  i ts e l f ,  a t t i r e  m e  how I can .
Go, lead  th e  w ay; I long to  s e e  m y p r is o n .

( n .  i v .  107-10)

S h a k e s p e a re 's  E le a n o r  is  not an  in n o cen t v ic tim  o f e i th e r  the B ishop  o r  o f 

F o r tu n e 's  w h ee l, a lth o u g h  B e a u fo rt m ak es  ad v an tag eo u s  u se  o f h e r  am b itio n  

and  p r id e  to  u n d e rm in e  G lo u c e s te r .  S h a k e s p e a re 's  s u p p re s s io n  of the w ax 

im ag e  w hich  th e  c o n ju ro rs  m ade o f th e  King is  in te re s t in g . L ily  B. C am p ­

b e ll  su g g es ted  so m e  y e a r s  ago  th a t  th e  tra g e d y  o f E le a n o r  C obham  w as 

w r i t te n  by G eo rg e  F e r r e r s  to  m i r r o r  th e  h i s to r ic a l  ep isode  of 1555-56 in  

w hich  P r in c e s s  E liz a b e th  and  Jo h n  D ee w e re  a c c u s e d  of a ttem p tin g  to
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d e s tro y  Q ueen M ary  by c o n ju ra tio n  w ith  a  w ax effigy  of the  Q ueen . G eorge

F e r r e r s  w as one of th e  in fo rm e rs  to th e  P r iv y  C ouncil in  the a f f a i r .

T h is  e a r l i e r  a l le g o r ic  u se  of th e  tra g e d y  o f E le a n o r  C obham  p ro v id e s

som e su g g e s tio n  o f why S h a k e sp e a re  w as cau tio u s  in  h is  c o n ju ra tio n

scen e  to  avo id  m en tio n  of th e  effigy .

To u n d e rs ta n d  so m eth in g  of how th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  C obham s w e re

involved  in  the  s to ry  of E le a n o r  C obham , we m u st tu rn  to  the  few  b io -

47g ra p h ic a l  fa c ts  w hich  a r e  ex tan t c o n ce rn in g  G eorge  F e r r e r s .  F e r r e r s  

w as a  n a tiv e  o f H e r tfo rd s h ire ;  he a tten d ed  C am b rid g e , and b ecam e  a 

m e m b e r  of L in c o ln 's  Inn. H is s e rv ic e s  a s  page of th e  c h a m b e r  to  H en ry  

V n i e a rn e d  h im  a  leg acy  of 100 m a rk s  w hich  the  King left F e r r e r s  in  h is  

w ill. In  1541 he  m a r r ie d  E liz a b e th , w idow  and e x e c u tr ix  o f H um phrey  

B ourfch ier, i l le g it im a te  so n  of L o rd  B e r n e r s .  T h is  m a r r ia g e  b ro u g h t 

him  k in sh ip  w ith  H en ry  B o u rc h ie r ,  second  E a r l  of E s s e x .  In  th is  sa m e

46 L ily  B . C am p b e ll, "H um p h rey , Duke of G lo u c e s te r  and  E lia n o r  
C obham  H is W ife in  th e  M ir r o r  f o r  M a g is tra te s .  " T he H unting ton  L ib ra ry  
B u lle tin . V (1934), 119-155 .

47My in fo rm a tio n  on F e r r e r s '  life  is  d raw n  fro m  th e  P N B  a r t ic le  
(XVni,, 383-85) and  th e  s u p p le m e n ta ry  m a te r ia l  g iv en  by L ily  B . C am p ­
b e ll in  h e r  in tro d u c tio n  to  T h e  M ir r o r  f o r  M a g is tra te s ,  pp . 25 -3 1 .

^®It should  be r e m e m b e re d  th a t th e  a r m s  of th e  fa m ily  o f F e r r e r s  
a r e  am o n g  the  tw elve  c o a ts  - o f - a rm s  q u a r te re d  in  th e  a r m s  o f  th e  E a r l s  
of E s s e x .  I have no t b ee n  s u c c e s s fu l  in  t r a c in g  a  re la tio n s h ip  b e tw een  
G eorge  F e r r e r s  and  the  n o b les  o f th a t n a m e . T h e re  w e re  F e r r e r s  in  
W a rw ic k sh ire ; W illiam  S o m e rv ille , b r o th e r  o f John, m a r r ie d  an  E l i z a ­
b e th  F e r r e r s .  See C .C . S to p es, S h a k e s p e a re 's  W a rw ic k sh ire  C o n ­
te m p o ra r ie s .  p . 83.
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y e a r  A nne B o u rc h ie r ,  d a u g h te r  o f  th e  E a r l  o f E s s e x , m a r r ie d  W illiam

P a r r ,  b ro th e r  o f C a th e r in e  P a r r ,  s ix th  w ife o f H en ry  VIII. W hen H en ry

B o u rc h ie r  d ied  w ithou t m a le  h e i r s ,  W illiam  P a r r  b ecam e th e  E a r l  of

E s s e x  th ro u g h  h is  w ife 's  c la im s  to  the  in h e r ita n c e  of h e r  f a th e r .  But in

1547 by a n  a c t  o f P a r l ia m e n t  W illiam  P a r r  (now M arq u is  of N ortham pton )

d iv o rc e d  A nne B o u rc h ie r  upon g ro u n d s  of a d u lte ry . B efo re  the leg a l

p ro c e e d in g s  w e re  p ro p e r ly  co m p le ted  P a r r  m a r r ie d  E liz a b e th  C obham ,

e ld e s t  d au g h te r  of G eo rg e , s ix th  L o rd  C obham . T he P r iv y  C ouncil w as

annoyed w ith  P a r r ' s  h a s te ,  an d  E liz a b e th  C obham  w as s e n t to  s ta y  w ith

49C a th e r in e  P a r r  u n til  a  d e c is io n  w as re a c h e d . In 1548 P a r r  ob tained  

a n o th e r  a c t  o f P a r l ia m e n t  w h ich  m ad e  h is  c h ild re n  by A nne B o u rc h ie r  

i l le g it im a te  and  d en ied  th em  th e i r  r ig h ts  of in h e r ita n c e . In 1552 a  • 

th ird  a c t  o f P a r l ia m e n t  w as p ro c u re d  w hich  le g a liz e d  h is  seco n d  m a r r ia g e  

to  E liz a b e th  C obham . T h is  young w om an, like h e r  fa th e r , w as a  fr ie n d  

of th e  D uke of N o rth u m b e rla n d , and  sh e  h e lp ed  in  p ro m o tin g  th e  m a r r ia g e  

of G u ilfo rd  D udley  an d  l  ady  Ja n e  G rey . W hen Q ueen M a ry  te rm in a te d  the 

nine day  re ig n  of L ad y  Ja n e , one o f h e r  f i r s t  m oves w as to  in s is t  th a t 

P a r l ia m e n t  r e p e a l  th e  a c t  of 1552; th e  p o s itio n  of th e  M a rc h io n e ss  w as,

49T h is  C o u rt g o s s ip  w as se n t to  M ad rid  by  th e  S pan ish  A m b a ssa d o r , 
C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s .  S p a n ish , 1547-1549. p . 253.

50W illiam  P a r r  had  no c h ild re n  by E liz a b e th  C obham  o r  by h is  
th ird  w ife , H elen , la d y - in -w a itin g  to  C ec ilia , M a rc h io n e ss  o f B aden.
W hat p ro p e r ty  he had  p a s se d  to  h is  nephew , H e n ry  H e rb e r t ,  second  
E a r l  o f P e m b ro k e , so n  of h is  s i s t e r ,  A nne P a r r .
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th e re fo re ,  a  dubious one d u rin g  the re ig n  of Q ueen M ary .

G eo rg e  F e r r e r s  w as th e  o ffic ia l " m a s te r  o f th e  K in g 's  p a s tim e s "

in  1551, and  he d ire c te d  th e  p ag ean ts  and  m a sq u e s  w hich  w e re  p re s e n te d

a t  C o u rt d u rin g  th e  C h r is tm a s  s e a so n  o f th a t y e a r .  He re m a in e d  in  th is

p o s itio n  fo r  the d u ra tio n  o f E d w a rd 's  re ig n , and Q ueen M ary  re ta in e d

him  a s  h e r  lo rd  of m is r u le .  It h a s  b een  su g g es ted  th a t F e r r e r s  w ro te

the  tra g e d y  of th e  Duke o f G lo u c e s te r  d u rin g  E d w a rd 's  re ig n  o r  s h o r tly

th e r e a f te r  to  m i r r o r  th e  f a l l  of th e  P r o te c to r  S o m e rs e t;  S o m e rs e t 's

d iv o rc e , h is  second  m a r r ia g e ,  the t r e a c h e r y  p ra c t ic e d  a g a in s t  h im , and

h is  fa l l  m ak e  su ch  a n  a l le g o ry  ap p lic ab le  in  e v e ry  s e n s e .  It h a s  a lso

b een  su g g e s te d  th a t the  u n fav o rab le  p re s e n ta t io n  of B ea u fo rt, B ishop  of

W in c h e s te r , w as o ffen s iv e  to  S tephen  G a rd in e r , B ishop  o f W in c h e s te r ,

and th a t f o r  th is  r e a s o n  th e  M ir r o r  fo r  M a g is tra te s  w as s u p p re s s e d  in 

52
1555. F e r r e r s  w as undoubted ly  u s in g  h is  t r a g e d ie s  to  m i r r o r  c o n ­

te m p o ra ry  p o li t ic a l  s itu a tio n s , but h is  p re s e n ta t io n  of E le a n o r  Cobham  

had, I b e lie v e , a  d ual p u rp o se . In  ad d itio n  to  a  p o li t ic a l  le v e l o f m ean ing , 

i t  w as m ea n t to  d e n ig ra te  E liz a b e th  C obham  who had  b een  th e  c a u se  of th e  

d iv o rc e  and h u m ilia tio n  of A nne B o u rc h ie r , F e r r e r s '  k in sw o m an . L ike 

E le a n o r , E liz a b e th  C obham  had m a r r ie d  a  p e e r  w hose f o r m e r  m a r r ia g e  

w as s t i l l  a  m a t te r  of l i t ig a tio n . C o n te m p o ra ry  m in d s w ould h av e  had  li t t le

^^ E v e lin e  F e a s e y ,  "T h e  L ice n s in g  of th e  M ir r o r  fo r  M a g is t r a te s . " 
T he L ib r a r y . 111 (1922-23), 177-93.

52.
Ibid. . pp. 190-93 .
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tro u b le  in  su b s titu tin g  the  n am e  of E liz a b e th  fo r  E le a n o r  w hen th a t

c h a r a c te r  la m e n ts :

H is w ife I w as, and  he  m y tru e  hu sb an d  
Though f o r  a  why le he  had  th e  com pany  
Of lady Ja q u e t th e  D u c h e sse  o f ho Hand 
Beyng a n  h e y re  o f a m p le  p a tr im o n y  
But th a t fe l  out, to  be no m a tr im o n y  
F o r  a f te r  w a r , long s u te  in  law and  s t r i f e  
She p ro u ed  w as th e  D uke of B ra b a n ts  w ife .

( lin e s  22-28)

It is  in te re s t in g  to  note th a t J u s t ic e  Shallow  r e m a rk s  th a t w hen  F a ls ta f f

w as a  youth he b ro k e  S co g an 's  p a te  a t th e  C o u rt g a te  (2 H e n ry  IV . 111. i i .

33). Scogan w as the  nam e of the  C o u rt F o o l in  E d w a rd  IV 's  re ig n ; F e r r e r s  

w as the  lo rd  of m is ru le  in  E d w ard  V i's  re ig n . It is  no t d iff ic u lt to  im ag in e  

th a t W illiam  C obham  gave F e r r e r s  a  w e ll-d e s e rv e d  blow  fo r  th e  in tended  

in su lt  to  W illia m 's  s i s t e r  w h ich  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  re a d  in to  E le a n o r 's  lam en t.

G eorge F e r r e r s  s e e m s  to  have r e t i r e d  f ro m  th e  C o u rt upon E l iz a ­

b e th 's  a c c e s s io n , but he re m a in e d  a c tiv e  in  p o li t ic a l  a f f a i r s .  In  1567 he 

s e rv e d  in  th e  o ffice  o f e s c h e a to r  fo r  th e  co u n tie s  o f E s s e x  and  H e r tfo rd , 

and in  1571 he w as  e le c te d  to  r e p re s e n t  S t. A lb an s in  P a r l ia m e n t .  U n­

fo rtu n a te ly , F e r r e r s  s e e m s  to  hav e  b een  invo lved  w ith  m any  a n o th e r  

E n g lish m an  in  th e  R ido lfi a f f a i r  of th a t y e a r .  In h is  p o s itio n  a s  a  m e m b e r  

of P a r lia m e n t  h e  w as ab le  to  r e la y  in fo rm a tio n  of a  p o li t ic a l  n a tu re  to  

M a ry  S tu a r t 's  A m b a s sa d o r  in  London, Jo h n  L e s lie ,  B ish o p  o f R o s s . It 

w ill be re c a lle d  th a t  in  O c to b e r  o f th is  fa te fu l y e a r  B u rg h ley  and  W a ls in g -  

ham  b ro k e  the  R id o lfi p lo t. In  h is  c o n fe ss io n s  th e  B ish o p  of R o ss  r e la te d  

how G eorge  F e r r e r s  had  s e n t h im  in fo rm a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  the  a f f a i r s  b e fo re



141

P a r lia m e n t ,  and  th e  B ishop  a ls o  d e c la re d  th a t F e r r e r s  w as the  a u th o r

of a  book w r itte n  in  L a tin  w h ich  ad v o ca ted  th e  Q ueen o f S c o ts 's  c la im s

to  th e  E n g lish  th ro n e . L o rd  C o b h am 's  m ism a n a g e m e n t of C h a r le s

B a il le y 's  p ack e t w as one e le m e n t in  the  c o lla p se  of th e  R id o lfi p lo t.

T h is  bungling  could  only  have s e rv e d  to  in c r e a s e  th e  h a rd  fee lin g s  b e tw een

F e r r e r s  and  L o rd  C obham . T he index  of th e  1571 e d itio n  o f th e  M ir r o r

fo r  M a g is tra te s  co n ta in ed  th e  tw o tra g e d ie s  of E le a n o r  C obham  and  the

Duke of G lo u c e s te r , but the s to r ie s  fa ile d  to  a p p e a r  in  th e  te x t.  In 1578

F e r r e r s  w as s u c c e s s fu l  in  b rin g in g  h is  " ro y a l  b a lla d s "  out in  p r in t ,  the

tra g e d y  o f E le a n o r  a p p e a r in g  in  a  c a n c e lle d  g a th e r in g . H is s u c c e s s  m ay

have b e en  due in  p a r t  to  th e  d is fa v o r  C obham  w as in  a t  C o u rt f o r  th e

54fa ilu re  o f h is  m is s io n  to  the  Low C o u n tr ie s  w ith  W als in g h a m . T h e re  

is  no ev id en ce  th a t th e  C obham s co m p la in ed  abou t the  p u b lic a tio n  of the  

t r a g e d ie s .  The M a rc h io n e ss  of N o rth am p to n  had  d ie d  in  1565. S h ak e ­

s p e a re ,  D ray to n , and  C h r is to p h e r  M idd le ton  w ro te  v e r s io n s  of th e  s to ry  

of E le a n o r  Cobham  in  th e  1 5 9 0 's . S h a k e s p e a re 's  v e r s io n  is  a n  u n f la tte r in g  

p o r t r a i t  o f th a t lady . It w ould be naive  to  a s su m e  th a t  th e  p lay w rig h t w as 

m o tiv e le s s  in  h is  d ra m a tiz a t io n  o f the  s to ry .  T h a t i t  w as  d es ig n e d  to  

fu r th e r  h u m ilia te  th e  C obham  fa m ily  ca n  be a s su m e d  f ro m  the  p la y w rig h t 's

53
M urd in , pp . 20, 30, 43, 46, 51.

54T he d is a s te r o u s  e f fe c ts  of th is  m is s io n  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  by C o n y e rs  
R ead, M r . S e c r e ta ry  W als in g h am  (3 v o lu m es; C a m b rid g e : U n iv e rs ity  
P r e s s ,  1925), U, 393-421 .
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continued s a t i r i c a l  a t ta c k s  upon W illiam  C obham  and H en ry , h is  son .

In the y e a rs  of 1598-1600 w hen th e  d ra m a s  of H en ry  IV. T he F am o u s

V ic to r ie s , an d  S ir  John  O ld c a s tle  a p p e a re d , th e  s to ry  of E le a n o r  Cobham

re a p p e a re d  in  new a t t i r e .  M ich ae l D ra y to n  p u b lish ed  h is  v e r s io n  of D am e

E le a n o r 's  s to ry  in  E n g lan d s H e ro ic a ll  E p i s t l e s . D ray to n  c a l ls  the  D u ch ess

"a  proud, am b itio u s  w om an" who d es ig n ed  "by  s o r c e r ie  to  m ak e  aw ay 

55the  K in g ."  T h is  u n f la tte r in g  p o r t r a i t  r e s e m b le s  F e r r e r s '  and  S h ak e­

s p e a r e 's  v e r s io n s  of the s to ry .  In 1600 C h r is to p h e r  M idd le ton  p ro d u ced  

a  c h iv a lr ic  d e fen se  of th e  D u ch ess  in  h is  L egend  of H um phrey , Duke of 

G lo c e s te r . H is E le a n o r  is  "a  v e rtu o u s  Lady, one of good ac c o u n t. " She 

is  the v ic tim  of th e  h a tr e d  and b ig o try  of th e  C o u rt; she is  s e n te n c e d  to  

a n  u n w a rran te d  p en an ce .

And a f te r  th a t p e r fo rm 'd ,  be b a n ish e d  h en ce .
Into th e  Is le  of M an. and  th e re  should  liv e ,
A  g u ilt le s  se  e x ile , fo r  a  s m a ll  o ffence 
O r none a t  a ll ;  and  who so  e r e  did g ive 
T ha t u n ju st s e n te n c e , h a th  e r e  th is  h is  doom e.
A m ongst thJ co n d em n 'd , w h e re  co m fo rt n e r e  s h a ll  co m e .

T h a t such  e ffu s iv e  p e r fo rm a n c e s  a s  th is  w o rk  of M id d le to n 's  and  W e e v e r 's

M ir ro r  fo r  M a r ty r s  sa lv e d  to  som e ex ten t th e  c h a g r in  of th e  C obham s is

to  be doubted . H enry , e ig h th  L o rd  C obham . co m p la in ed  in  1603 th a t

"ex cep t the ho u se  of N o rfo lk  noe ho u se  of E n g lan d  re c e iv e d  m o re  d is g ra c e

^ ^M ichae l D ray to n , E n g lan d s  H e ro ic a l l  E p is t le s  (London: N ich o las  
L ing. 1598). fo l. H ii^ .

^ ^ C h ris to p h e r  M iddleton . T he L egend  o f H u m p h rey , D uke of 
G lo c e s te r  (London: N icho las  L ing. 1600). fo l. D ii^ .
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57and je a lo u sy  fo r  m an y  y e a r s  to g e th e r  in  th e  tim e  p a s t  th an  m y  p o o r h o u se . "

It is  to  be hoped th a t  the ted iu m  of the fo reg o in g  ev id en ce  is  

co m p en sa ted  by th e  know ledge it p ro v id e s  of the c o n te m p o ra ry  h is to r ic a l  

m ilie u  w hich  p ro d u ced  H e n ry  VI, P a r t s  1 and  2. T h e re  is  ev idence 

enough in  th e  re la t io n s h ip  of th e  E a r l  o f  S h rew sb u ry  and L o rd  Cobham  

and S ir  H en ry  C obham  to  su g g e s t the d r a m a t is t 's  u se  of an  a l le g o r ic  

p a t te rn  in  th e  d ra m a tic  s c e n e s  of T a lb o t and  F a ls ta f f .  S h a k e s p e a re 's  

m an ag em en t o f the  E le a n o r  C obham  s to r y  co n ta in s  noth ing  of m e lio ra tio n ; 

he  in c r e a s e s  th a t la d y 's  d is p a ra g e m e n t by h is  e m p h a s is  on h e r  am b itio n  

and g u ilt .  T he p o v e rty  of b io g ra p h ic a l m a te r ia ls  fo r  th is  p e r io d  of S h ak e­

s p e a r e 's  life  le a v e s  us  on ly  c o n je c tu re  and  su p p o sitio n  w hen we s e a rc h  

fo r  the  c a u s e s  w hich  p ro v o k ed  the  young S h a k e sp e a re  to  s a t i r iz e  L o rd  

C obham  in  th e  e a r ly  1590* s .  But a s  th e  d ecad e  p a s se d , th e  r iv a lr y  betw een  

l i t e r a r y  p a tro n s  and  d r a m a tic  c o m p an ie s  p ro v id ed  fu e l and f la m e  fo r  a  

co n tin u a tio n  of th is  b a ttle  o f  innuendo, a llu s io n , and  in su lt .

57
Calendar of S a lisb u ry  M an u scrip ts, XV, 290.



C H A PT E R  V

THE FAMOVS V ICTO RIES O F  HENRY THE F IF T H

In 1598 T h o m as C re e d  p u b lish ed  a n  old anonym ous p la y  e n title d  

T he F a m o v s  V ic to r ie s  of H e n ry  th e  F if th , " a s  i t  w as p layed  by  th e  Q u een 's  

M a je s ty 's  P l a y e r s . "  C re e d  h ad  e n te re d  the  p lay  in  th e  S ta t io n e rs '

R e g is te r  on the  14th of M ay, 1594, but s ty le , s t r u c tu r e ,  and  o b jec tiv e  

c r i t e r i a  d a te  th e  p lay  a s  a  p ro d u c t of th e  1 5 8 0 's . T .W , B aldw in, u s in g  

the  c a s tin g  p a t te rn  of the  Q u een 's  C om pany, su g g e s ts  th e  p lay  w as w r itte n  

a t  so m e  tim e  b e tw een  1583, w hen  th a t co m p an y  w as o rg a n iz e d , and  1586.  ̂

B . M . W ard , u tiliz in g  to p ic a l r e f e r e n c e s ,  su g g e s ts  th a t th e  p lay  had  its  

o r ig in  in  so m e  c o u r t e n te r ta in m e n t g iv en  by th e  E a r l  of O x fo rd 's  p la y e rs  

abou t 1574. ^ A . E . M organ  h a s  su g g e s te d  th a t  th e  p lay  w as o r ig in a lly  

w r i tte n  in  v e r s e ,  th e n  w as p a s s e d  to  th e  A d m ira l 's  M en and w as re v is e d  

by th em  and a c te d  a s  th e i r  H en ry  V of 1595-1996 . ^ E .K . C h a m b ers

^T .W . B aldw in, On T h e  L i te r a r y  G e n e tic s  of S h a k s p e re 's  P la y s , 
1592-1594. p . 210.

^B. M. W ard , " The F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  o f H en ry  V: I ts  P la c e  in  
E liz a b e th a n  L i te r a tu r e ,  " R eyiew  o f E n g lish  S tu d ie s . IV (1928), 270-94 .

^Som e P ro b le m s  of S h a k e s p e a re 's  H e n ry  the  F o u r th , quoted in  
T he New V a r io ru m  (1 H en ry  IV), pp . 28 2 -8 4 .
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su g g e s ts  th a t  th e  p lay  w as p ro b a b ly  a  tw o -p a r t  d ra m a  and th a t it w as 

is s u e d  ab o u t 1594 w hen  it becam e th e  so u rc e  u sed  by S h a k e sp e a re  fo r  

h is  H en ry  IV and H e n ry  V p lay s ; he  su g g e s ts  th a t p e rh a p s  i t  w as u sed

4
in d ep en d en tly  by a  w r i te r  fo r  the  A d m ira l 's  M en a ls o .  C .A . G re e r  h a s  

su g g es ted  th a t  s in c e  th e r e  is  no g r e a t  s im i la r i ty  in  p h ra se o lo g y  b e tw een  

S h a k e s p e a re 's  p lay s  and  T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s , th e re  m u s t haye b een  a n  

o ld e r  p lay  w hich  s e ry e d  a s  a  com m on  so u rc e  fo r  S h a k e sp e a re  and the

5
a u th o r  of T h e  F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s . And qu ite  r e c e n tly  S. M . P i tc h e r ,  

u s in g  s im i la r i t ie s  w h ich  he fin d s  in  p h ra se o lo g y  and m an ag em en t of 

c h ro n ic le  s o u rc e  m a te r ia ls ,  h a s  en d eay o red  to  build  a  c a s e  fo r  S h ak e­

s p e a r e 's  a u th o rsh ip  o f th e  anonym ous p la y . ^ L e t i t  su ffice  to  sa y  th a t

^W illiam  S h a k e s p e a re ; A  Study of F a c ts  and  P ro b le m s  (2 y o lu m es; 
O xford: C la ren d o n  P r e s s ,  1930), I, 383-84 .

5
" S h a k e s p e a re 's  U se of T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  of H e n ry  T he F if th . " 

N otes & Q u e r ie s , y o l. 199 (1954), 2 38 -41 .

^T he C ase  F o r  S h a k e s p e a re 's  A u th o rsh ip  o f " T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s " 
(A lbany: S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  o f New Y o rk  P r e s s ,  1961), c ited  h e r e a f te r  a s  
P i tc h e r .  M r. P i tc h e r  p r e s e n ts  h is  th e o ry  a s  only  " re a so n a b ly  p re s u m p tiv e .  " 
W hile I find  h is  a rg u m e n ts  in te re s t in g , I do n o t a g re e  w ith  h is  th e s is .  
S im ila r i t ie s  in  th e  u se  o f s o u rc e  m a te r ia ls ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  E l i z a ­
b e th an  e r a ,  a r e  no t w e ig h t enough fo r  a u th o r ia l  c o n je c tu re . S h a k e s p e a re 's  
d ra m a s  a r e  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by a  co m p lex  m a n ag em en t o f th e m a tic  s ta te m e n t;  
th e  m ag n itu d e  o f e th o s  an d  d ian o ia  in  each  p lay  is  c re a te d  by  a  su b tle  
re la t io n s h ip  b e tw een  im a g e ry , sy m b o lism , and  th e m a tic  id e a . T h is  
w ea lth  o f a r t i s t i c  a c c o m p lish m e n t w as a  p ro d u c t o f S h a k e s p e a re 's  g en iu s , 
and it  is  h is  in d e lib le  s ig n a tu re  in  a  w o rk  of a r t .  T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  
is  b a r r e n  of su ch  a r t i s t i c  q u a li t ie s .  M r. P i tc h e r  p la c e s  so m e  im p o rta n c e  
on R ic h a rd  J a m e s 's  r e m a r k  c o n ce rn in g  th e  " f i r s t  show  of H a r ry  th e  F i f t h . "  
He su g g e s ts  th a t J a m e s  w as r e f e r r in g  to  T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s . H ad 
M r. P i tc h e r  r e f e r r e d  to  J a m e s 's  co m p le te  s ta te m e n t in  i ts  co n tex t, th e  
a m b ig u ity  w ould h av e  b e e n  d isp e lle d , I th in k . J a m e s  w as w ritin g  to  S ir  
H en ry  B o u rc h ie r  c o n c e rn in g  th e  tw o a p p e a ra n c e s  of S ir  Jo h n  F a ls ta f f ,
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th is  s a l ta to ry  c r i t ic i s m  is  bo th  sp e c u la tiv e  and  in d e te rm in a n t co n cern in g

th e  o r ig in  of th e  p lay .

We know th a t the Q u e e n 's  C om pany of p la y e rs  w as fo rm e d  in  1583.

Stow m en tio n s  th e  fo rm a tio n  of th a t g ro u p  a t  th e  re q u e s t  of E liz a b e th :

C o m ed ian s  and  s ta g e -p la y e r s  of f o rm e r  tim e  w e re  v e ry  
p o o re  and  ig n o ra n t in  r e s p e c t  of th e s e  o f th is  t im e , but 
being  nowe grow ne v e ry  sk ilfu ll and  e x q u is ite  a c to r s  fo r  
a l l  m a t te r s ,  th ey  w e re  e n te r ta in e d  in to  th e  s e rv ic e  of d iv e rs  
g re a t  L o rd s , out o f w h ich  c o m p an ie s  th e r e  w e re  x ii of th e  
b e s t ch o sen , and a t  th e  re q u e s t o f S ir  F r a n c is  W alsingham , 
th e y  w e re  allow ed  w ag es  and l iv e r ie s  a s  g ro o m e s  of th e  
c h a m b e r : and u n til l  th is  y e e re , 1583, th e  Q ueene hadde 
no p la y e r s .  A m o n g st th e se  x ii p la y e rs  w e re  two r a r e  m en , 
v i z . , T h o m as W ilso n  fo r  a  quicke d e lic a te  re fin e d  e x -  
te m p o ra ll  w itte , and  R ic h a rd  T a r le to n  fo r  a  w ondrous

and he sp e ak s  o f  th e  re ig n s  o f H en ry  V and  H en ry  VI, th u s  w hen he  r e ­
m a rk s  on th e  " f i r s t  shew  o f H a r r ie  the  f if t, " he  m e an s  th e  p lay s  of 
P r in c e  H al and  F a ls ta f f  w h ich  com e f i r s t  ch ro n o lo g ic a lly . I  quote  the 
te x t in  fu ll: "A  young G entle  L ad ie  of y o u r  a c q u a in tan c e , hav ing  re a d  
th e  w o rk s  of S h a k e sp e a re , m ad e  m e th is  q u es tio n : How S ir  Jhon  
F a ls ta f fe , o r  F a s to lf ,  a s  i t  is  w r i t te n  in  ye s ta tu te  book of M audlin  
C olledge in  O xford , w h ere  e v e ry e  daye y t so c ie tie  w e re  bound to  m ake 
m e m o rie  of h is  so u le , cou ld  be d ead  in  H a r r ie  ye F if ts  t im e , and  ag ain e  
live in  ye t im e  o f H a r r ie  ye s ix t  to  be b a n ish t f o r  c o w a rd iz e ?  W h ere to  
I m ad e  a n s w e a re  th a t th is  w as  one of th o se  h u m o u rs  and m is ta k e s  fo r  
w hich  P la to  b a n ish t a l l  p o e ts  out o f h is  com m onw ealth : th a t S ir  Jhon  
F a ls ta f fe  w as in  th o se  t im e s  a  N oble v a lian t s o u ld ie r  a s  a p e e re s  by  a 
book in  the  H e ra ld s  o ffice  d e d ic a te d  unto h im  by a  h e ra ld  w hoe had  binne 
w ith  h im  if  I  w e ll  r e m e m b e r  fo r  ye sp a c e  of 25 y e e re s  in  ye F re n c h  
w a rs ;  th a t he  s e e m e s  a l ls o  to  have binne a  m an  o f le a rn in g , b e c a u se  in  
a  l ib r a r ie  o f O xford  I finde a  booke of d ed ica tin g  c h u rc h e s  se n t f ro m  him  
f o r  a  p re s e n t  unto  B ishop  W ain fle te  and in s c r ib e d  w ith  h is  owne hand . 
T h a t in  S h a k e sp e a re s  f i r s t  shew  of H a r r ie  th e  f if t, ye p e rs o n  w ith  w hich 
he u n d erto o k  to  p lay e  a  buffone w as not F a ls ta f f e ,  but S r Jhon  O ld c a s tle , 
and  th a t  o ffence be inge  w o r th ily  ta k e n  b y  p e rso n a g e s  d escen d ed  fo rm  h is  
t i t le ,  a s  p e ra d v e n tu re  by  m a n ie  o th e rs  a l l s o  w hoe ought to  h av e  h im  in 
h o n o u rab le  m e m o r ie ,  the  p o e t w as pu tt to  m ak e  a n  ig n o ra n t sh if te  of 
ab u s in g  S r Jo h n  F a ls ta f fe  o r  F a s to lp h e . . . . "  T he P o e m s , e t c . , of 
R ic h a rd  J a m e s , pp . 138-39.
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p le n tifu ll p le a s a n t  e x te m p o ra ll  w it, hee  w as th e  w onder 
o f h is  t im e . ^

T a r l to n 's  w itty  e x te m p o riz in g  in  th e  sce n e  follow ing th e  s lapp ing  of the 

C h ief J u s t ic e  by P r in c e  H al h a s  s e t  a  te rm in u s  ad  quem  fo r  the  da ting  

of T he F am o u s  V ic to r ie s . S ince th e re  h a s  been  so m e  d isp u te  co n cern in g

the  v a lid ity  of th is  r e f e r e n c e ,  I  quote the  p a s sa g e  f ro m  T a r l to n 's  J e s t s ;

A t the  B ull a t  B ish o p s -g a te  w as a  p lay  of H en ry  the  
f if t , w h e re in  th e  judge w as to  tak e  a  box on th e  e a r e ;  
and  b e c a u se  he  w as a b se n t th a t shou ld  ta k e  th e  blow,
T a r l to n  h im s e lfe , e v e r  fo rw a rd  to  p le a se , tooke upon 
h im  to  p lay  th e  s a m e  judge , b e s id e s  h is  owne p a r t  of 
the  clow ne: an d  K nel th e n  p lay in g  H e n ry  the  f if t , h it 
T a r l to n  a  sound  boxe in d eed , w hich  m ade th e  peop le  
laugh the  m o re  b e c a u se  it  w as h e , but anon  th e  judge 
g o es  in, and  im m e d ia te ly  T a r l to n  in  h is  c low nes 
c lo a th e s  c o m es  out, and  a s k e s  the  a c to r s  w hat n ew es:
O s a ith  one, h a d s t  th o u  b een  h e re ,  th o u  sh o u ld e s t have 
se en e  P r in c e  H en ry  h it  the  judge a  t e r r ib le  box on the  
e a r e :  W hat, m an , s a id  T a r lto n , s t r ik e  a  judge ? It is  
t r u e ,  y fa ith , s a id  th e  o th e r .  No o th e r  like , s a id  T a rlto n , 
and  it  could  no t be bu t t e r r ib le  to  th e  judge, w hen  the 
r e p o r t  so  t e r r i f i e s  m e , th a t  m e th in k e s  the blow  r o ­
m a in e s  s t i l l  on  m y  ch eek e , th a t i t  b u rn e s  a g a in e . The 
peop le  laugh t a t  th is  m ig h tily : and  to  th is  day  I have 
h e a rd  i t  co m m en d ed  fo r  r a r e ;  but no m a rv e ll ,  f o r  he 
h ad  m any  o f th e s e .  ®

It h a s  b e e n  su g g e s te d  th a t T a r l to n  could n o t a p p e a r  a s  clow n and Judge

a t th e  sa m e  tim e  and  th a t th is  r e fe re n c e  is  to  som e o th e r  p lay  in  w hich
9

th e  doub le  ro le  w as p o s s ib le .  It w ould h av e  b een  a  s im p le  m a t te r  o f 

^ A n n a le s , 1631 é d . ,  p . 698.
Q

T a r l to n 's  J e s t s , ed . J .  O. H alliw e 11 (London: S h ak esp e a re  
S ocie ty , 1844), pp . 2 4 -2 5 .

^T h e  New V a r io ru m  (1 H en ry  IV). p . 386; a ls o  C .A . G re e r ,
"A  L o s t P la y  the  S o u rce  of S h a k e s p e a re 's  H e n ry  IV and  H e n ry  V, "
N otes & Q u e r ie s , v o l. 199 (1954), 53 -55 .
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ex p ed ien ce  to  d e le te  D e r ic k e 's  tw o lin es  in  the scen e  w ith  the P r in c e  and  

the Judge to  p ro v id e  fo r  h is  dual ro le .  T he  d ra m a tic  a c tio n  d e s c r ib e d  

in  the j e s t  p a ra l le ls  th e  scen e  fro m  The F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  so  c lo se ly  

th a t th e r e  is  lit t le  doubt th a t the Q u een 's  C om pany  w as p e r fo rm in g  th a t 

p lay  b e fo re  the end of the 1587-88 w in te r  s e a so n .  ̂^

The p r im a ry  c o n c e rn  of th is  s tu d y  o f the  p lay  is  w ith  the  ro le s  of 

S ir  John  O ld cas tle  a l ia s  Jockey , John  C o b b le r , and D e r ic k e  the  c low ne. 

H is to r ic a lly , a s  we h av e  seen , O ld c a s tle  w as a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the young 

P r in c e  in  th e  a f fa i r s  o f  the W elsh  m a rc h e s  and th e  G lendow er in s u r r e c t io n s ,  

so  th a t the in c lu s io n  of h is  nam e in  the  e n to u ra g e  of P r in c e  H al is  in  one 

s e n se  h is to r ic a l ly  a c c u ra te ;  th e r e  w as o f c o u r s e  no f if te e n th -c e n tu ry  

analogue fo r  th e  G ads H ill ro b b e ry . T he h u r tlin g  in  E a s tc h e a p  is  d e s c r ib e d  

by Stow, but n e ith e r  th e  P r in c e  o f W ales o r  O ld c a s tle  is  m en tio n ed . A s 

I su g g es ted  in  C h a p te r  HI, S h a k e s p e a re 's  u se  of th e  G ads H ill ro b b e ry  

se e m s  to  have b een  a n  a llu s io n  to  m o re  s e r io u s  d ip lo m a tic  m a t te r s  th a n  

th e  s im p le  ro b b e ry  fo r  m oney  o r  " a  g r e a t  r a s e  of g in g e r"  m en tio n ed  in  

the  p la y s . I would lik e  to  su g g es t th a t th e  m ode of a llu s iv e  s a t i r e  u se d

^^L in es  4 5 1-52 , 456 -58 . R e fe re n c e s  a r e  to  the 1598 ed itio n  o f 
the  p la y  ed ited  by J o se p h  Q. A d am s, C h ie f P re -S h a k e s p e a re a n  D ra m a s  
(B oston: H oughton M ifflin  C om pany, 1924), pp . 667-690 .

 ̂^W illiam  K n e ll and R ic h a rd  T a r l to n  w e re  bo th  d ead  by S ep ­
te m b e r ,  1588. K n e ll 's  widow rem arried  Jo h n  H em ing, S h a k e s p e a re 's  
f r ie n d  and  fellow  a c to r ,  in  M arc h , 1588. See E .K .  C h a m b e rs , The 
E liz a b e th a n  S tage (4 v o lu m es; O xford : C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  1923), H . 107.

^^Stow, The C hron icles o f England, 1580 e d . , p. 573.
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in  the com ic  sc e n e s  o f S h a k e s p e a re 's  H en ry  IV p lay s  w as a ls o  used  by 

th e  a u th o r  of T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  - - th a t th e  c h a r a c te r  o f O ld c a s tle  in 

th is  p lay  is  a  s a t i r i c a l  a l lu s io n  to  W illiam , L o rd  C obham . T o  begin , I 

su g g est th a t th e  a l ia s  g iv en  in  th e  p lay  to  th e  c h a r a c te r .  S ir  John  O ld ­

c a s t le ,  is  m ean in g fu l in  th e  ligh t o f c o n te m p o ra ry  E liz a b e th a n  h is to ry .  

" Jo ck ey "  w as a  d e r is iv e  te r m  u sed  fo r  a  S co tch m an . T h a t i t  w as a  w itty  

and  a p p ro p ria te  a l ia s  fo r  O ld c a s tle  can  be s e e n  w hen  w e r e c a l l  L o rd  

C o b h am 's  a lig n m en t w ith  the  Q ueen of S c o ts 's  c a u s e .  T h is  is  a  to u ch  of 

d e r is iv e n e s s  w hich  c u lm in a te s  in  th e  r e je c tio n  sc e n e  on H en ry  V 's  c o r o ­

n a tio n  day . R o m an tic  c r i t i c s  h av e  long r e s e n te d  S h a k e s p e a re 's  h e a r t le s s  

t r e a tm e n t  o f F a ls ta f f  in  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  of th a t e p iso d e  in  th e  fabu lous 

ro g u e 's  c a r e e r .  T he fam o u s line , " I  know th e e  no t, old m an . F a l l  to  thy  

p r a y e r s ,  " c u ts  qu ick . B ut I  s u g g e s t th a t th e re  w as  a  c o n te m p o ra ry  m ean in g  

beh ind  th is  a c tio n  w hich  p ro m p te d  i ts  in c lu s io n  in  bo th  Z H en ry  IV and  T he 

F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s .

The h is to r ic a l  H en ry  V w as sa id  to  h av e  ren o u n ced  h is  d is so lu te  

fo llo w e rs  and  becom e a  new m an  on h is  c o ro n a tio n  day . N e a r ly  a l l  the  

f if te e n th -  and  s ix te e n th -c e n tu ry  c h ro n ic le r s  in c lu d ed  so m e  v e r s io n  of th e  

s to r y  in  th e i r  acco u n ts  o f th is  fam o u s k in g 's  re ig n , bu t th e  m o s t co lo rfu l 

d e s c r ip tio n  w hich  I  have found is  th a t  w r itte n  b y  a n  anonym ous a u th o r  o f 

T he B ru t;

And b e fo re  he w as Kyng, w hat ty m e h e  reg n y d  P r in c e  o f 
W alyes, he fy lle  & yntendyd  g re t ly  to  ry o t, and  d rew  to  
w ylde com pany; & d y u e rs  le n ty lm e n  and  len ty lw o m m en
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folw yd h is  w ylle  & h is  d e s ir e  a t  h is  co m m au n d m en t; & 
lykew yse a l l  h is  m eyne of h is  h o u so ld e  w as a tten d y n g  
& p le sy e d  w ith  h is  g o u e rn au n c e , o u t-s e p t i i j  m en  of h is  
how so lde, w hiche w e re  fu l hevy  and  s o ry  of h is  g o u e r ­
n au n ce . . . . A nd th an n e  he beganne  to  re g n e  fo r  Kyng,
& he re m e m b ry d  b e  g r e t  c h a rg e  & w o u rsh ip  b a t  he 
shu lde ta k e  upon hym ; And an o n  h e  com aundyd a l  h is  
pep le  a t  w e re  a tte n d au n t to  h is  m y sg o u e rn a  unce 
a fo re  ty m e , & a l  h is  h o u so ld e , to  com e b e fo re  hym .
And w han th ey  h e rd e  th e y  w e re  fu l g lad , fo r  th ey
subposyd  b he w oolde a  p ro m o ty d  th em  in - to  g re t  
o ffice s , filtrat th ey  shu lde  a  sto n d e  in  g re t  fa v y r  fii t r u s te  
w ith  hym , fii n e e r e s t  o f  co u n se l, a s  th ey  w e re  a fo re  
ty m e . & tru s ty n g  h e reu p o n , th e y  w e re  b e h o m Iy e r  fit 
b o ld e r  unto  hym , fit nothyng d re d  hym ; y n so m o ch e , b  
w han th ey  w e re  com e b e fo re  hym , som e of th e m  wynkyd 
on hym , fit som e sm y ly d , fit th u s  th e y  m ade n y se  s e m b la unte 
unto hym , m eny  one of th e m . B ut fo r  a l  ba-t. b® P ry n c e  
kep t h is  coun tynaunce fu l s a d ly  un to  th em . A nd sayde  to  
th em : S y ry s , ye a r e  be  p ep le  b a t I have c h e ry sy d  fit 
m ayntynyd in  R yot fit w ylde g o u e rn a u n ce ; and  h e re  I geve 
you a l l  in  co m m au n d m en t, fit c h a rg e  how, b a t  f ro m  th is  
day  fo rw a rd  b a t  ye fo rs a k e  a l  m y sg o u e rn a u n c e , fit lyve 
a f ty r  be law ys of a lm y h e ty  God, fit a f ty r  b e  law ys of o u re  
londe. A nd who b a t  doyth  c o n tr a ry e ,  I m ak e  fey th fu l 
p ro m y s  to  God, f^a.t he  s h a l be t r e w ly  p o n ised  a cc o rd y n g  
to  th e  law e, w ithou te  en y  fav o u r o f g ra c e .  . . . And so  he  
rew a rd y d  them  r ic h e ly  w ith  gold  fit s y lv e r ,  fit o th y r  lu e ly s , 
and ch a rg y d  th em  a l le  to  voyde h is  h o u so ld e , fit lyve a s  
good m en , fit n e v e r  m o re  to  co m e in  h is  p re s e n c e ,  b e -c a u s e  
he w oolde have noon o c c a s io n  n o r  re m e m b ra u n c e  w h erb y  
he sh u ld e  fa lle  to  ry o t ag en . . . . and th u s  w as  le fte  in  h is  
ho u so ld e  nom o but tho  i i j  m en , and  m en y  one o f th em  *b a t  
w e re  eydyng fit co n sen ty n g  to  h is  w y ld n es , fy l a f ty rw a rd  to  
g re t  m y sch e fe  an d  s o rw . 13

In T he F am o u s  V ic to r ie s  th e  d is so lu te  k n ig h ts , T om , Ned, and O ld c a s tle ,

a r e  r e je c te d  by th e  new ly cro w n ed  King H e n ry  (lin es  1004-1039) a s  in

2 H e n ry  IV F a ls ta f f ,  B a rd o lf , and P is to l  a r e  re p u ls e d  by th e  new King (V . v).

The Brut, pp. 594-95 .
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In 1586 a s  in  1597 th e re  w as r e a s o n  fo r th e  a n ti-B u rg h le y  fac tio n  a t  C o u rt

to  d e n ig ra te  L o rd  Cobham , and  it  w as in  th e s e  fac tio u s  m a n e u v e rs  th a t

I th in k  The F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  an d  the  H e n ry  IV p lay s  had  th e i r  co n cep tio n .

We know th a t in  F e b ru a ry , 1586, W illiam , L o rd  C obham , T h o m as, L o rd

B u ck h u rs t, and Jo h n  W hitg ift, A rc h b ish o p  of C a n te rb u ry  w e re  ap p o in ted

to  m e m b e rsh ip  in  the  P r iv y  C o u n c il. A s W alsingham  p h ra se d  it in  a

le t te r  se n t to  S ta ffo rd  in  P a r i s ,  " h e r  M a je s ty , find ing  th a t h e r  C ouncil

by th e  d e c e a se  of th e  la te  L o rd  A d m ira l,  th e  E a r l  o f B edfo rd , and a b se n c e

of m y  L o rd  of L e ic e s te r  w as  g ro w n  so m ew h at naked , h a th  la te ly  m ad e

cho ice  o f m y L o rd  o f C a n te rb u ry , m y L o rd  C obham , and  m y L o rd  o f B uck-

14h u r s t  to  supp ly  th e  p la c e s  o f c o u n c il lo rs .  " In th e  p o li t ic a l  d iv is io n  a t  

C o u rt both  C obham  and B u c k h u rs t w e re  c o n s id e re d  B u rg h le y 's  a d h e re n ts  

and  th u s  e n e m ie s  of the E a r l  o f L e ic e s te r .  L e ic e s te r  had  gone to  th e  Low 

C o u n tr ie s  in  D e c e m b e r, 1585, and  h is  im m e d ia te  a c c e p ta n c e  o f th e  s o v e r ­

e ig n  com m and o ffe re d  by th e  S ta te s  had  in c e n se d  E liz a b e th . H e r  a n g e r  

m ay  have g iv en  B u rg h ley  th e  ed g e  in  h is  f ig h t fo r  the  c o n tro l  o f p o w er in  

th e  C ouncil. We know th a t one p o in t o f a t ta c k  in  L e y c e s te r s  C o m m o n ­

w ea lth  had  b een  L e ic e s te r 's  c o n tro l  o f p o w er in  the  n o r th e rn  m a rc h e s  

(th roughH un tingdon , h is  b ro th e r - in - la w ) ,  in  W ales ( th ro u g h  the  E a r l  of 

P e m b ro k e , m a r r ie d  to  M ary  S idney , L e ic e s t e r 's  n ie c e ) , in  I re la n d  

(th rough  L o rd  G re y  and S ir  H e n ry  S idney, th e  la t t e r  a n o th e r  b ro th e r - in - la w ) .

14
C alendar of State P a p e r s . F o reign , 1585-1586 . pp. 35 2 -5 3 .
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and in  th e  I s le s  o f W ight and  G e rn se y  th ro u g h  a d d itio n a l a d h e re n ts .  T he

anonym ous a u th o r  o f th is  book a ls o  p ic tu re d  th e  m e m b e rs  o f th e  C o u n c il

a s  to o ls  o f  L e ic e s te r :

F i r s t ,  in  th e  p r iv y  C h a m b e r , nex t unto  h e r  M a je s tie s  
P e r s o n ,  the  m o s t  p a r t  a r e  h is  owne c r e a tu r e s  (as  h ee  
c a lle th  th em ) th a t  i s ,  su ch  a s  acknow ledge th e i r  be in g  
in  th a t  p la c e , fro m  h im : and  th e  r e s t  h ee  so  o v e r ru le th  
e i th e r  by f la t t e r y  o r  f e a r e ,  a s  none m ay  d a re  but to  
s e rv e  h is  tu m e .  A nd h is  ra ig n e  is  so  a b so lu te  in  th is  
p la ce  (as  a ls o  in  a l l  o th e r  p a r t s  o f the  C o u rt)  a s  no th ing  
c a n  p a s s e  but by  h is  a d m is s io n , noth ing  c an  b ee  sa id , 
done, o r  s ig n if ie d , w h e re o f  h ee  is  n o t p a r t ic u la r ly  
a d v e r t is e d .

A ny of th e  L e ic e s te r -P e m b ro k e -S id n e y  fa c tio n  w ould h av e  had  a  m o tiv e  

fo r  a n  a t ta c k  on C obham  a f te r  he w as ap p o in ted  to  th e  C o u n c il d u rin g  

L e ic e s te r 's  a b se n c e . We know th a t in  1586 L e ic e s te r  w as  p a r t ic u la r ly  

in c en se d  w hen  he found h is  d ip lo m a tic  e n d e a v o rs  to  e ffe c t a  p e a c e  s e t t l e ­

m en t w ith  th e  S pan ish  f o rc e s  in  th e  Low C o u n tr ie s  w e re  u n d e rm in e d  by 

lo w -le v e l a d v a n c e s  o ffe re d  th ro u g h  an  I ta lia n  m e rc h a n t o f London n am ed  

A g o stin o  G ra fig n i. L e ic e s te r  w ro te  in  A p r il,  1586, to  W als in g h am  c o m ­

p la in in g  o f G ra f ig n i 's  a c tio n s , " I  c a n  a s s u r e  you, by a l l  fa ith  and  t ru e th ,  

th a t the  b ru te s  of y o u r  t r e a t in g  u n d e rh an d e  h a th  done m o re  h a rm e  to  the

15 L e y c e s te r s  C o m m o n w ea lth . 1904 e d . , pp . 61, 7 6 -7 7 . T he 
a u th o r  co n c lu d es  th is  p o r tio n  of h is  a t ta c k  by m ak in g  a n  in te re s t in g  an alo g y : 
"T h is  th e n  i s  th e  H e c to r , th is  is  th e  A jax  ap p o in ted  fo r  th e  e n te r p r i s e ,  
w hem  th e  U m e s h a l^ c o m e . T h is  m u s t b ee  (fo rso o th ) a n  o th e r  R m h a rd  of 
W arw ick  ^ e i c e s t e r _ /  , to  g a in e  th e  C row ne fo r  H e n ry  th e  n in th  H u n t in g ­
d o n / o f th e  H ouse of Y o rk e : a s  th e  o th e r  R ic h a rd  did  pu t dow ne H e n ry  
the  s ix t o f th e  H ouse o f L a n c a s te r ,  and  p la c e d  E d w a rd  th e  fo u rth , fro m  
whom  H unting ton  d e r iv e th  h is  t i t l e .  "  p . 77.
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c a u se  h e re  th e n  an ie  one th in g e  in  the w o rld , " and  a g a in  e a r ly  in  June,

" th is  d ea lin g  u n d erh an d , and  y e t m o s t o p en lie , fo r  p e a ce , doth  m a r r

16
a ll ;  y t d ish o n o re th  h e r  m a je s t ie ,  h it o v e r th ro w e th  a l l  h e r e .  " G ra fig n i 

w as L o rd  C o b h a m 's  s p e c ia l  envoy  to  th e  D uke of P a r m a .  T h is  s e c r e t  

conniv ing  on th e  p a r t  of C obham  cam e  n e a r  to  w re c k in g  the  w hole e n te r ­

p r i s e .  W hen G ra fig n i r e tu rn e d  to  London w ith  l e t t e r s  fro m  P a rm a ,

E liz a b e th  q u ick ly  d isp a tch e d  a  d e n ia l to  the P r in c e  s ta tin g  sh e  could  not

17
in it ia te  p e ac e  p ro c e d u re s .  C o b h am 's  m ed d lin g  w as  annoying  to  L e i ­

c e s t e r ,  and  L e ic e s te r  had  a n  a c tin g  co m pany  w hich  cou ld  hav e  p ro d u ced  

su c h  a  p lay  a s  T he F am o u s  V ic to r ie s , bu t th e r e  is  enough in te rn a l  ev id en ce  

in  th is  p lay  to  su g g e s t th a t i t  w as w r i t te n  by so m eo n e  in  th e  e n to u ra g e  of 

th e  E a r l  o f O x fo rd . It c a n  s c a r c e ly  be doubted  th a t  th e  s u b s titu tio n  of 

h i s to r ic a l  c h a r a c te r s  in  the p lay , p a r t ic u la r ly  th a t  s u b s titu tio n  w hich

a g g ra n d iz e s  th e  ro le  of th e  a n c e s t r a l  E a r l  o f O xford , w as done to  c o m p li-

18m en t th e  s e v e n te e n th  E a r l  o f th a t  n am e . C e r ta in  e v en ts  in  1585-86 w ould

^^C o rre sp o n d e n c e  o f R o b e r t D u d ley , E a r l  o f L e ic e s te r  . . . 1585- 
1586. ed . Jo h n  B ru c e  (London: C am d en  S ocie ty , 1844), pp . 247, 296.

17C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s , F o re ig n , 1585-1586 , pp . 379, 527, 
6 7 4 -7 5 . See a ls o  C o n y e rs  R ead , L o rd  B u rg h le y  and  Q ueen  E liz a b e th , 
pp . 334-36 . I t  m a y  have b e e n  th is  m ed d lin g  w hich  p la c e d  C obham  in  
d is fa v o r  a t  C o u r t in  1586-87; th e  e x c is io n  of th e  " T r e a t i s e  of th e  L o rd s  
o f C obham " f ro m  H o lm sh e d 's  C h ro n ic le s  o c c u r re d  a t  th is  t im e .  See 
C h a p te r  II o f th is  study .

18T h is  p o in t w as e s ta b lis h e d  so m e  y e a r s  ago  by  B .M . W ard , " T he 
F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  o f H en ry  F i f th : I ts  Ç la c e  in  E liz a b e th a n  L i te r a tu r e ,  " 
R eview  of E n g lis h  S tu d ies , IV (1928), 284. See a ls o  P i tc h e r ,  pp . 183-95 .
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l 'av e  p ro v id e d  g ro u n d s  fo r  ju s t  su ch  d ra m a tic  p ro c e d u re s .  In S ep te m b e r 

of 158 5 the E a r l  o f O xford  and  S ir  John  N o r r is  w ent to  the Low C o u n tr ie s  

w ith  fo u r  th o u san d  tro o p s  to  a s s i s t  th e  S ta te s  in  th e i r  rev o lt a g a in s t 

S pain . O xford  r e tu rn e d  to  E ng land  la te  in  O c to b e r fo r  som e unknown

19re a so n , p ro b ab ly  th e  ap p o in tm en t o f L e ic e s te r  to  com m and  the  ex p ed itio n .

O x fo rd 's  b ro th e r - in - la w , P e r e g r in e  B e r t ie ,  L o rd  W illoughby d 'E re s b y ,

re m a in e d  in  the  Low C o u n tr ie s , and L e ic e s te r  ap p o in ted  h im  g o v e rn o r

of B e rg e n -o p -Z o o m  in  M ay, 1586. No s o o n e r  had  he ta k e n  h is  new

s ta tio n  th an  he and h is  fo rc e s  w e re  engaged  in  co m b at w ith  the en em y .

L o rd  W illo u g h b y 's  v ic to ry  gained  h im  p r a is e  f ro m  h is  fellow  s o ld ie r s

and  co m m en d a tio n  fro m  “L e ic e s te r .  In a  l e t te r  to  the  Q ueen L e ic e s te r

d e s c r ib e d  the  h e ro ic s  of the  g o v e rn o r:

I  have re c e iv e d  ev en  now w o rd  f ro m  m y  L o rd  W illoughby, 
who w r i te s  to  m e th a t upon T u e sd ay , h e a r in g  o f a  g re a t  
convoy going to  A n tw erp  of fo u r  h u n d red  and  fif ty  w aggons, 
he  w ent h im s e lf  w ith  tw o h u n d red  h o r s e  and fo u r  hu n d red  
fo o tm en  and  m e t w ith  th e m , being  a  th o u san d  foo tm en , and 
s e t  upon th e m , s lew  th re e  h u n d red , to o k  e ig h ty  p r is o n e r s  
and  d e s tro y e d  a l l  th e i r  w aggons, sav in g  tw e n ty -se v e n  
he  c a r r ie d  aw ay  fo r  h is  s o ld ie r s ' r e l ie f .  T h is  is  a  notable  
p ie c e  of s e rv ic e ,  and  p u ts  A n tw erp  in  a  d a n g e r  o f p re s e n t  
re v o lt,  and i t  is  though t i t  w ill fo rth w ith  sen d  to  m e and 
su b m it th e m s e lv e s ,  w h ich  I p ra y  God g ra n t .

19C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s . F o re ig n , 1585-1586, p . 104. See 
a ls o  B .M . W ard , T he S ev en teen th  E a r l  o f O xford  (London: John 
M u rra y , 1928), p. 251.

20
C alendar of State P a p e r s , F oreign , 1585-1586, p. 677.
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T h e se  h e ro ic s  m ay  have in sp ire d  the  a u th o r  o f T he F am o u s  V ic to r ie s  to

e n la rg e  th e  h is to r ic  ro le s  of O xford  and W illoughby. It is  a ls o  p o ss ib le

th a t the  E a r l  of O x fo rd 's  e a r l i e r  a ll ia n c e  w ith  the  Duke of N o rfo lk  and

h is  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  the C ath o lic  fa c tio n  th a t f lo u r ish e d  a ro u n d  C h a r le s

A ru n d e l an d  L ord  H e n ry  H ow ard m ay  have p ro v id e d  su ff ic ie n t m o tive  fo r

a n  a tta c k  on  L ord  C obham  v ia  the  c h a r a c te r  of Jo ck ey  o r O ld c a s tle . T he

E a r l  o f O xford  w as a  k in sm a n  of th e  D uke of N orfo lk ; in  1571 ru m o rs

flo a ted  a b ro a d  th a t young O xford w as re a d y  to  " s p r in g "  the  D uke fro m  h is

22im p ris o n m e n t in  th e  T o w e r. C o b h a m 's  bungling  in  the m an ag em en t of 

R id o lf i 's  p a c k e t w hich  co n ta in ed  the  le t t e r s  to  N o rfo lk  and  th e  Q ueen of 

S co ts  w as one im p o rta n t f a c to r  in  N o rfo lk 's  dow nfall. We know O x fo rd 's  

v io le n t r e a c tio n  to  the ex ecu tio n  of th e  D uke; h is  m a r i ta l  t ro u b le s  w ith  

h is  new w ife , A nne C e c il, w e re  ru m o re d  to  be c au se d  by th e  fa c t th a t 

B u rg h ley  h ad  re fu se d  to  sav e  the  D uke of N o rfo lk . A  to ta l r i f t  o c c u r re d  

b e tw een  O xford  and B u rg h ley  w hen th e  young E a r l  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  h is  to u r  

of the  C o n tin en t in  1576, and  in  th e  fo llow ing y e a r s  u n til 1581 O xford

^^In a d d itio n  to  the  e n la rg e d  ro le s  o f O xford  and W illoughby, a  
n u m b er o f o th e r  u n h is to r ic a l  n a m e s  a r e  added  to  the  l i s t s  of h e ro ic  
E n g lish m e n  a t  the  b a ttle  of A g in c o u rt. T h e se  n a m e s  a r e  th e  E a r l s  o f 
D erb y , K ent, E ffin g h am , H untingdon, and  N o rth u m b e rlan d  ( lin e s  1525-28, 
1534-37). See P i tc h e r ,  pp . 184-95, f o r  a n  in te re s t in g  su g g e s tio n  th a t 
T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  w as  u sed  a s  a  p ro p ag an d a  p lay  d u rin g  th e  w in te r  
m o n th s  o f  1586-87 w hen th e  t r i a l  and- e x ecu tio n  of M ary  S tu a r t  p laced  fo u r  
of th e se  E a r l s ,  D erb y , K ent, E ffingham , and O xford , in  d is fa v o r  a t  C o u rt.

^^B. M. Ward, The Seventeenth E a r l o f Oxford, p. 63; Calendar
o f State P a p e r s . D o m e stic , 1547-1580. p. 478.
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a s s o c ia te d  h im s e lf  w ith  L o rd  S u rre y , C h a r le s  A ru n d e l, F r a n c is  S outhw ell,

and W a lte r  R a le ig h . O xfo rd  a p p a re n tly  re v e r te d  to  th e  old fa ith , but in

1581 he a c c u se d  h is  C a th o lic  f r ie n d s  o f a  c o n s p ira c y  a g a in s t  the  c ro w n .

O xford  h im s e lf  w as  a i  r e s te d  and  p la c e d  in  th e  T o w er; he w as c h a rg e d

w ith  a tte m p tin g  to  m u rd e r  h is  f o rm e r  f r ie n d s  and  a ls o  of p lo ttin g  to  do

aw ay  w ith  L e ic e s te r ,  W als in g h am , S idney, R a le ig h , and  S ir  H en ry  K nyvet.

He w as a c c u se d  of t re a s o n a b le  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  S p an ish  A m b a s sa d o r

a s  w e ll a s  the E n g lish  fu g itiv e s  in  R o m e. O xfo rd  w as r e le a s e d  fro m  th e

T o w er in  June, 1581, an d  h e  s e e m s  to  have re lin q u ish e d  a l l  t ie s  w ith  the

C a th o lic  fac tio n , a  fa c tio n  to  w hich  L o rd  C obham  s e c r e t ly  be lo n g ed .

In a d d itio n  to  th is  p o li t ic a l  back g ro u n d  th e r e  is  a ls o  re le v a n t  fo r

T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  a n  in te re s t in g  c o n flic t b e tw ee n  the  c i t iz e n s  of

B la c k f r ia r s  and  the  a c tin g  g ro u p s  w h ich  p e r fo rm e d  th e r e  in  th e  1 5 8 0 's .

We know th a t in  Ju n e , 1586, O xford  re c e iv e d  an  an n u ity  of 1000 pounds

p e r  y e a r  fro m  the  Q ueen . B .M . W ard  h a s  su g g e s te d  th a t th is  m oney  w as

24u sed  fo r  th e  R e v e ls  an d  C o u rt e n te r ta in m e n t. T h is  su g g e s tio n  is  i n t e r ­

e s tin g  fo r  we a ls o  know th a t O xford  and  John  L yly  su b le a se d  the old f r a t e r  

o f th e  f r i a r s ,  once th e  P a r l ia m e n t  c h a m b e r  o f th e  r e a lm , in  1584 to  u se

^ ^ B .M . W ard , T h e  S ev en teen th  E a r l  o f O x fo rd , p. 220. The 
a c c u s a tio n s  m ad e  a g a in s t  O x fo rd , h is  " p e r ju ry ,  m e r c e n a ry  h a b its , 
b u tc h e r ly  b lo o d in e ss , d a n g e ro u s  p r a c t ic e s ,  d ish o n e s ty , u n n a tu ra l 
p ro p e n s i t ie s ,  d ru n k e n n e ss , and u n d u tifu l d ea lin g s  to w a rd  the  Q ueen, " 
a r e  p r in te d  in  th e  C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s . D o m e s tic , 1581-1590 , p p . 3 8 -4 0 .

24T he S e v en teen th  E a r l  o f O xford , p . 270.
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fo r  p re s e n ta t io n  of p lay s  by the  boys of th e  C h ap e l and  P a u l 's .  T he

L o rd s  of C obham  had been  in h ab itan ts  of B la c k f r ia r s  f ro m  the e a r ly  y e a rs

of H en ry  V III 's  re ig n  w hen th e y  had  m oved fro m  C obham  Inn in  E a s tc h e a p

to  the  bu ild in g s of th e  D o m in ican  f r i a r s .  W ith th e  d is s o lu tio n  of th e

m o n a s te r ie s  in  1538, G eorge , L o rd  C obham , ga ined  p o s s e s s io n  o f the

p ro p e r ty  w hich  he w as in h ab itin g  th e re .  In  E l iz a b e th 's  re ig n  W illiam ,

L ord  C obham , in c re a s e d  h is  h o ld in g s  in  B la c k f r ia r s  to  a lm o s t h a lf  o f the

sp ace  in  the old c lo is te r  nex t to  W a te r  L ane; th e s e  h o ld in g s  in c lu d ed  tw o

c e n tr a l  h a l ls ,  the  convent k itch en , the  ro o m s  o v e r  the  p o r te r 's  lodge,

26
p a r ts  of th e  g u e s t h o u se , and a  g re a t  g a rd e n . T h e se  ro o m s  w e re  in

the sa m e  b u ild ing  and lying ju s t  n o r th  o f th e  old P a r l ia m e n t  c h a m b e r , and

d u rin g  th e  y e a r s  1571-76 C obham  le a se d  th e  c h a m b e r  i t s e l f  f ro m  th e  ow ner.

S ir  W illiam  M o re . H ow ever, in  1576 M o re  le a se d  th e  la rg e  c h a m b e r  to

R ic h a rd  F a r r a n t ,  m a s te r  of th e  C h ild re n  o f W in d so r and  dep u ty  m a s te r

of the  C h ild re n  of the  C hapel R o y al. F a r r a n t  u sed  the  ro o m  fo r  bo th

p ra c t is e  sp ace  and p e r fo rm a n c e s  of the  p la y s  w h ich  w e re  l a te r  a c te d  a t

C o u rt. T he boys w e re  n o isy  and  d e s tru c t iv e ,  a t le a s t  so  M o re  d e c la re d .

He co m p la in ed  th a t F a r r a n t  had  le a se d  th e  sp ac e  fo r  p r a c t i s e ,  b u t now

m ade it  "a  co n tin u a it how se fo r  p la y s"  to  th e  o ffence of th e  p re c in c t  and

27the d e s tru c tio n  of the p ro p e r ty .  F a r r a n t  d ied  in  1580 and h is  w idow ,

^ ^ E .K . C h a m b e rs , T h e  E liz a b e th a n  S tag e . II, 497.

^^Ib id . . n, 492-95 . S ee C h a m b e rs ' d ia g ra m  of B la c k f r ia r s ,  
fac ing  p . 504.

^ ^ Ib id . . n ,  496.
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A nne, su b le a se d  the  c h a m b e r  to  W illiam  H unn is , M a s te r  of th e  C h ild re n  

of th e  C hape l R oyal. H unnis in  tu r n  le a s e d  th e  sp a c e  to  H e n ry  E v a n s , 

and  E vans sig n ed  the s u b le a se  o v e r  to  th e  E a r l  o f O xford  an d  Jo h n  L y ly  

in  1583. M o re  w as try in g  th ro u g h  li t ig a tio n  to  r e c o v e r  h is  p ro p e r ty  

d u rin g  th is  tim e , and he co m p la in ed  th a t  th e  t i t l e  "w as p o s te d  o v e r  f ro m  

one to  a n o th e r  fro m  m e . " It s e e m s  th a t  H unn is, E v a n s , and  L yly  w e re  

w o rk in g  to g e th e r  u n d e r  th e  E a r l  of O x fo rd 's  p a tro n a g e  w ith  a  com pany  o f 

boys co m p o sed  of m e m b e rs  fro m  bo th  th e  C h ap e l and  P a u l 's  c h ild re n .

W hen-S ir W illiam  M ore  re g a in e d  p o s s e s s io n  of h is  b u ild ing  in  1584 th ro u g h  

th e  c o u r ts ,  O xford and L y ly  le a se d  th e  c h a m b e r  to  H en ry , L o rd  H unsdon, 

and  M ore  s e e m s  to  h av e  b ee n  co n ten t to  k eep  th is  a r r a n g e m e n t .  T h e re  

is  ev idence  of con tinued  f r ic t io n , h o w e v e r, in  th e  bu ild in g , f o r  H unsdon  

co m p la in ed  th a t  the w a té r  p ipe had  b ee n  d iv e r te d  fro m  h is  ro o m s  to  s e rv e  

L o rd  C obham . It s e e m s  th a t C obham  had  t r i e d  to  " d ry "  th e  boys up one 

w ay  o r  a n o th e r . The f r ic t io n  in  B la c k f r ia r s  p ro v id e s  us  w ith  a n o th e r  

tan g ib le  fa c to r  in  th e  s e a r c h  fo r  m o tiv e s  beh ind  th e  s a t i r e  found in  th e  

c h a r a c te r  of O ld c a s tle , I  b e lie v e . If O xfo rd  w as in  c h a rg e  of th e  R ev e ls  

and  C o u rt e n te r ta in m e n t, a s  W ard  s u g g e s ts ,  it“w ould e x p la in  how a  p la y  

f ro m  O x fo rd 's  a c tin g  g ro u p , e i th e r  th e  boys o r  th e  m en , w as  p e rfo rm d d  

a t  C o u rt by th e  Q u een 's  C om pany.

The O ld ca s tle  s a t i r e  in  T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  s e e m s  to  have b e e n  

a n  im p u ta tiv e  cam p a ig n  w hich  so u g h t th e  d is c o m f itu re  i f  no t th e  d e g ra d a tio n  

of L o rd  C obham  a f te r  h is  ap p o in tm en t to  th e  P r iv y  C o u n c il. He w as in
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d is fa v o r  in  1586 fo r  the G ra fig n i a f fa ir ,  and  th e  r e je c t io n  sce n e  in  T he

F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  s e e m s  in ten d ed  to  p ro v id e  a  su g g e s tiv e  p re c e d e n t fo r

Q ueen E liz a b e th . If so , th e  Q ueen  ig n o re d  i t .  C obham  re g a in e d  h is

fa v o r  a t C o u rt in  sp ite  of ru m o rs  th a t th ro u g h  h is  c o n tro l of th e  p o r ts

28he w as s e c r e t ly  c a r ry in g  on t r a d e  w ith  th e  S p an ish . In 1588 he  w as 

appo in ted  one of the p eace  c o m m is s io n e rs  who w e re  se n t to  th e  C on tinen t 

on th e  eve o f th e  A rm a d a  a tta c k , and  in  1589 h is  e ld e s t  d a u g h te r , E liz a b e th , 

m a r r ie d  S ir  R o b e r t C ec il, L o rd  B u rg h le y 's  so n . W hen in  1596 H en ry ,

L o rd  H unsdon, d ied , h is  w h ite  s ta f f  o f the L o rd  C h a m b e r la in sh ip  w as 

handed  to  L o rd  C obham . T h u s  th e  a c tin g  co m p an y  w ith  w hich  S h a k e sp e a re  

w as a s s o c ia te d  lo s t a t  one blow  bo th  p a tro n  and  t i t l e .  T h o m as N ashe 

d e s c r ib e d  th e i r  p lig h t d u r in g  th e  la te  s u m m e r  and  au tu m n  of 1596 in  a  

l e t t e r  to  W illiam  C otton: "now  th e  p la y e rs  a s  if  th e y  had  w r i t t  a n o th e r  

C h r is ts  t e a r s ,  a r  p iteo u s ly  p se c u te d  by th e  L . M a io r  & th e  a ld e rm e n , & 

h o w eu er in  th e re  old L o rd s  ty m e  th ey  though t th e r e  s ta te  s e tle d , i t  is  now 

so  v n c e r ta y n e  th e y  canno t b u ild  vpon i t .  It w as d u rin g  th is  au tu m n  and 

th e  sp rin g  of 1597, I b e lie v e , th a t  S h a k e sp e a re  w ro te  th e  tw o p a r t s  o f 

H en ry  IV - T h e re  w as n eed  a g a in , a s  in  1586, to  d e n ig ra te  th e  L o rd s  of 

C obham . W ith th e  i l ln e s s  and a p p ro ach in g  d ea th  o f W illiam , L o rd  C obham , 

in  F e b ru a ry  and  M arc h  of 1597, m e m b e rs  of E l iz a b e th 's  C o u rt b eg an  to

28 C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s , F o re ig n , 1589. p . 35.

^^T he W o rk s of T h o m as  N a sh e . ed . R onald  B . M cK erro w  (2nd 
ed itio n ; O xford : B a s il  B lack w e ll, 1958), V, 194.
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sp e c u la te  and c o n te s t f o r  th e  im p o r ta n t o ffice  o f W ard en  of th e  C inque 

P o r ts  a s  w e ll a s  the  o ffice  of th e  L o rd  C h a m b e r la in . H e n ry  B rooke , 

C o b h am 's  e ld e s t son, w an ted  bo th , and  so  did  G eo rg e , L o rd  H unsdon. 

A n o th e r can d id a te  fo r  th e  W a rd e n sh ip  w as S ir  R o b e rt S idney  who w as in  

F lu sh in g  se rv in g  a s  g o v e rn o r  th e r e .  T h an k s to  the  d e ta ile d  in fo rm a tio n  

w hich Row land W hite s e n t to  h is  m a s te r  in  F lu sh in g , w e h av e  a  g ra p h ic  

d e s c r ip tio n  of th is  c o n te s t th a t  w as  going on  a t  C o u rt in  th e  sp rin g  of 

1597. On th e  21st o f F e b r u a r y  R ow land W hite in fo rm ed  S ir  R o b e rt S idney  

th a t.

M y L o rd  C obham  is  i l l  in  D eed , and  m u ch  fa lle n  aw ay, 
and  now a s  I h e a r e ,  h is  Sonne M r. H a r ry  c o m es  d a ily  
to  the  Q ueen, and  th e  F a th e r  is  w illin g  to  m ak e  R es ig n ac io n s  
of su ch  P la c e s  h e  h o ld s  b y  th e  Q ueen, to  h is  S onnes; 
e s p e c ia lly  of th e  C inque P o r t s .  I  d o e  u n d e rs ta n d e  l ik e ­
w ise , th a t m y L o rd  of H unsdon  w ill  s ta n d  fo r  y t, and 
m y  L o rd  of B u c k h u rs t.

S id n ey 's  s te w a rd  co n tin u ed  by ad v is in g  h is  m a s te r  th a t  i f  he  too  in ten d ed

to  be a  s u i to r  fo r  the o ffice , th e n  som e f r ie n d  m u s t be found to  "c o m p a ss

the  m a t te r "  fo r  h im . W hite  s u g g e s ts  th e  E a r l  o f E s s e x  a s  the  f i t te s t  p e rso n ,

o th e rs  being too  fe a rfu l  to  o ffend .

On F e b ru a ry  27th  R ow land W hite w ro te  th a t he h ad  had  an  in te rv ie w

w ith  E s s e x  and th a t th e  E a r l  h ad  a g re e d  th a t  h e  w ould p r e s s  S id n ey 's  su it

fo r  the W ard en sh ip  of th e  C inque P o r t s  to  the  Q ueen. E s s e x  had  sa id ,

w ro te  W hite, th a t none w as so  f it  6>r the  p la c e  a s  S idney, and  the  E a r l  had

30
A rth u r  C o llin s , L e t te r s  and  M e m o r ia ls  of S ta te  . . . , II, 18.
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re m a rk e d  f u r th e r  th a t,

N e ith e r  doe I h e a re  th a t  an y  Body s tan d s  f o r  yt, bu t 30 
^ e n r y  Brooke^/ , who of a l l  M en, is  th e  u n f itte s t;  and  
such  h a th  h is  b a se  V illa n ie s  bene to w a rd s  m e , w hich, 
to  th e  W o rld , is  to  w e ll known, th a t  he sh a lb e  s u re
n e v e r  to  h av e  y t, if  I  c an  k eap e  hym  fro m  y t.

T he nex t day  W hite w ro te  th a t  "m y  L o rd  C h a m b e r la in  gcow es w e a k e r  and

w e a k e r , and th e  D o c to rs  a r e  doub tfu l o f h is  r e c o v e ry . H is e ld e s t  Sonne

doth, w ith  a l l  th e  F re n d s  he h a th , e a r n e s t ly  sue  to  be L o rd  W ard en  o f the

32C inq P o r te s .  " On the  2nd of M a rc h  W hite  se n t th e  fo llow ing new s to  

S idney:

T h is  m o rn in g  I w as a t  B la c k f r ia r s ,  and  th e i r  I  fownd 
m y L o rd  A d m ira ll  h ad  b en e  w ith  m y  L o rd  C obham : yt 
is  now h e ld  c e r ta in  he  canno t liv e . I h av e  h e r e  of 
g iven  N o tice  f ro m  T y m e to  T ym e to  m y  L o rd  E s s e x , who 
h a th  a l r e a d y  had  you in  R e m e m b ra n c e  fo r  th e  C inq  P o r te s ,  
a s  I  h e a r e .  M r. H a r ry  B ro o k e  s ta n d s  fo r  th a t  P la c e ,  and  
to  be L o rd  L ife te n an t o f th e  S h ire ; bo th  w h ich  P la c e s ,  I 
know n o t how  it  g ro w e s , a r e  w ish ed  unto you b y  the  
•G entlem en of K ent, a s  you a r e  b o rn  th e r e .  Yf m y  L o rd  
of E s s e x  is  a b le  to  doe an y  T hing , y t w ill now a p p e a re ; 
fo r  c e r ta in ly  he o p p o ses  h y m se lf  a g a in s t  th o th e r , laying 
b e fo re  h e r  M a je s tie  h is  U n w o rth in es, an d  U nab lenes to  
doe h e r  S e rv ic e .

On th e  6th of M a rc h  L o rd  C obham  d ied , and R ow land W hite w ro te  th a t  he 

had  spoken  to  E s s e x  who w as on h is  w ay to  sp e a k  to  th e  Q ueen in  S id n ey 's  

fa v o r . "T he C o u rt, " w ro te  W hite, " is  now fu ll of who s h a ll  have th is  and

n , 20.

^ ^ Ib id .. II, 22. 

^^Ibid., n ,  24.
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th a t O ffice , but th e  m o s t V o ices  say , th a t  M r. H a r ry  B ro o k e  s h a ll  have

E lta m  an d  the  C inq  P o r te s ,  by R ea so n  of th e  F a v o r  the  Q ueen  b e a re s

h y m . " And th en  he in fo rm e d  S idney th a t G e o rg e , L o rd  H unsdon w as

34
n am ed  fo r  the  L o rd  C h am b e r la in sh ip . O n the 7th o f M a rc h  W hite

in fo rm e d  h is  m a s te r  th a t E s s e x  had  b een  to  s e e  th e  Q ueen  ag a in , and th a t

she  had  re fu se d  to  c o n s id e r  S idney  fo r  th e  W ard en sh ip :

T h is  E vening  m y L o rd  E s s e x  c a lle d  m e unto hym , and 
th is  w as h is  S peech  unto  m e: I m oved  the Q ueen  th is  
M o rn in g  v e ry  e a r n e s t ly  in  y o u r M a s te r s  B eh a lf  fo r  the  
C inq  F o r te s .  H e r  A n sw e r  w as, th a t he is  to  young fo r  
su ch  an  O ffice . . . . E v e n  now I p r e s t  h e r  in  i t  ag a in , 
and  sh e  d ire c t ly  a n s w e rs  m e , th a t y o u r  M a s te r  s h a ll  
n o t have y t, and  th a t  she  w old not w ro n g  the now L o rd  
C obham  so e  m uch , a s  to  bestow  yt f ro m  hym  upon any  
th a t  w as in fe r io r  to  h y m se lf .

E s s e x  th e n  in fo rm ed  W hite th a t  he w ould s ta n d  fo r  the  o ffice  h im s e lf  to

k eep  C obham  fro m  it .  E s s e x  re p e a te d  to  W hite w hat he had  to ld  th e  L o rd

T r e a s u r e r  and  o th e r  C o u n c illo rs  th a t m o rn in g :

I  m ade  it  know en unto  th e m , th a t I  had  ju s t  C au se  to  
h a te  th e  L o rd  C obham , f o r  h is  v illan o u s  D ea lin g s  and  
a b u s in g  of m e; th a t  he  h a th  bene m y  ch e iffe  P e r s e c u to r  
m o s t in ju s tly ; th a t in  h im  th e i r  is  no w o rth ; if  th e i r f o r e  
h e r  M a je s ty  w ould g ra c e  h im  w ith  H onor, I  m a y  have 
r ig h t  C au se  to  th in ck e  m y  s e lf  l i t  le re g a rd e d  by h e r .

On the  12th of M arch  W hite w ro te  to  S idney  th a t  E s s e x  had  a sk e d  th e  Q ueen

fo r  th e  W ard en sh ip , but th a t h e r  M a je s ty  h ad  to ld  th e  E a r l  th e  office should

^ % i d . . H, 25. 

^ ^ I b id . .  n ,  26. 

^ ^ Ib id . , n ,  27.
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go to  L o rd  C obham , w h ereu p o n  E s s e x  re so lv e d  to  leave the  C o u rt. He

w as rid in g  out o f  London, W hite s a id , w hen th e  Q ueen  sen t fo r  h im  and

m ad e  h im  M a s te r  of th e  O rd in an ce , "w hich  P la c e  he h a th  ac ce p te d , and

re c e v e s  C o n ten tm en t by y t, " W hite  concluded  h is  le t te r  by re m a rk in g

th a t  m y L o rd  C obham , "h e a r in g  how  d isd a in fu lly  m y L o rd  of E s s e x

sp e ak s  of h im  in  P u b liq , doth lik e w ise  p ro te s t  to  h a te  the E a r le  a s  m u ch .

W hat w ill g row  of th is  I  w ill r e p o r t .  " W ith E s s e x  out of th e  c o n te s t

o th e rs  o f th e  C o u rt s tep p e d  fo rw a rd  to  app ly  fo r  th e  W ard en sh ip . W hite

n am e s  L o rd  W illoughby, S ir  E d w a rd  W ooton, and  S ir  E d w ard  R oby a s

c o n te n d e rs  fo r  the  o ffic e . W hite ren ew ed  h is  p le a s  w ith  E s s e x  to  p r e s s

S id n e y 's  s u it  f o r  th e  p la c e . He re m in d e d  E s s e x  of the  " l i t le  A s s is ta n c e

th a t w as g iv en  by the  L o rd  W ard en "  w hen  the  in v as io n  w as th re a te n e d

fro m  D u n k irk , and  " th e  sm a le  H elp  y o u r  L o rd sh ip  found in  th e  la s t  M a tte r

o f C a la is  to  co m e fro m  th e  W ard en . " E s s e x  m u s t hav e  c re a te d  e v e ry

d iv e rs io n  and  h in d ra n c e  he could  th in k  of to  p re v e n t C o b h am 's  ap p o in tm en t,

f o r  on the  30th of A p r i l  th e  o ffice  w as  s t i l l  v a c a n t, and  W hite in fo rm ed

S idney  th a t E s s e x  had  sa id ,

. . . though  th e r e  be g r e a t  M ean es  m ad e  fo r  th e  L o rd  Cobham  
fo r  th e  C inq  P o r te s ,  he h a th  y t not, an d  th a t  I  keepe y t voyd, 
t i l l  so m e  T ym e m a y  fa ll  out, w hen h e r  M a je s tie  s h a ll  h e r  s e lf  
p e rc e iv e , th a t  y t is  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  h e r  S a fe ty  to  com ytt th a t 
P la c e  to  a  w o rth y  M an.

A nd W hite con tinued  th a t  S ir  R o b e r t C e c il "do th  g r e a t ly  la b o r  1500 A he

— — — 37Queen^/ fo r  30 /C o b h a m / ; but y e t y t do th  litle  good. " It w as not u n til

^ ^ Ib id .. n ,  27.

37jbid., n , 46.
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June th a t L o rd  C obham  su c c e e d e d  in  th is  c o n te s t fo r  th e  W ard en sh ip .

W hite w ro te  on th e  2nd of Ju n e  th a t C o b h am 's  p a ten t w as being  p re p a re d .

He ad d ed  th a t  C obham  had co m p la in ed  to  th e  Q ueen abou t E s s e x 's  conduct

and i l l  s p e e c h e s :

. . . m y  L o rd  C obham  m ad e  h is  C o m p la in t to  th e  Q ueen, 
th a t m y  L o rd  E s s e x 's  A n g e r  to  hym , g rew , by doing of 
h e r  S e rv ic e , and  by obey ing  h e r  C o m an d m en ts , and 
th e r e fo r e  he w as a s s u r e d  th a t sh e  w old p ro te c t  hym , 
and  g ra c e  hym . H e r  M a je s ty  byd hym  not D oubt of y t, 
and  th a t no M an shu ld  w rong  hym . 38

I b e liev e  th a t the  in i t ia l  a t ta c k  on L o rd  C obham , w hich  w as in ­

a u g u ra te d  by th e  a u th o r  of T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  in  o r  abou t 1586, w as 

ren ew ed  by S h a k e sp e a re  in  th e  au tu m n  of 1596 w hen W illiam , L o rd  C o b ­

h am , w as L o rd  C h a m b e rla in ; th is  w ould a p p e a r  to  have b een  th e  m o s t 

lik e ly  t im e  f o r  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f 1 H en ry  IV . p ro b a b ly  w ith  F a ls ta f f  

b e a r in g  th e  nam e of O ld c a s tle .  In  M a rch  of 1597 w hen L o rd  C obham  d ied  

and  th e  s c ra m b le  fo r  the W a rd en sh ip  and th e  C h am b er la in sh ip  o c c u r re d ,

38Ib id . , II, 54. L e s l ie  H o tso n  p re s e n te d  m u ch  of th is  m a te r ia l  
f ro m  R ow land W h ite 's  l e t t e r s  in  h is  s tu d y  o f L o rd  C obham  in  Shake - 
s p e a r e 's  Sonnets D ated  and  O th e r  E s s a y s , pp . 147-60, and  h e  too  c o n ­
c lu d es  th a t  th e  fa c tio u s  e v e n ts  a t  C o u rt lay  beh ind  the H en ry  TV s a t i r e  
of L o rd  C obham . E .G .  C la rk  m a k e s  th e  sa m e  su g g e s tio n  in  R a leg h  and 
M arlo w e: A  Study in  E liz a b e th a n  F u s t ia n  (New Y ork: F o rd h a m  U n iv e r ­
s i ty  P r e s s ,  1941), pp . 24 2 -6 3 . T h e re  a r e  so m e in a c c u ra c ie s  in  th is  
l a t t e r  s tu d y  o f L o rd  C obham . M is s  C la rk  a s c r ib e s  a  p o r t r a i t  o f S ir  H en ry  
C obham , th e  E n g lish  A m b a s s a d o r  to  F r a n c e  who w as kn igh ted  a t  th e  
K en ilw o rth  c e re m o n ie s  in  1575, a s  th a t of h is  nephew , H en ry , e igh th  
L o rd  C obham . She r e m a rk s  th a t  H en ry  C o b h am 's  age  w as a  w e ll k ep t 
s e c r e t ;  i t  w as p u b lish ed  by H o lin sh ed  in  1587, and  the  in fo rm a tio n  a p p e a rs  
in  A rc h a e o lo g ia  C a n tia n a , XII, 156. H e n ry  B rooke  w as b o rn  22 N o v em b er 
1564, and  th u s  w as  th e  age  o f S h a k e sp e a re .
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2 H en ry  IV w as p ro b a b ly  w r itte n . T he to n e  of d ecad en ce  and  d is e a s e  

in c r e a s e s  in  th is  p lay ; th e  fam ous r e je c t io n  sce n e  o c c u rs  h e r e  too . L ike 

th e  s im i la r  scen e  in  T he F am o u s V ic to r ie s , i t  s e e m s  to  hav e  b een  w r i t te n  

to  in flu en ce  th e  Q ueen a t  a  t im e  w hen  sh e  m u s t d ec id e  w h e th e r  to  ad v an ce  

th e  new L o rd  Cobham  in  fa v o r  o r  n o t. A nd like T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s , 

a s  p ro p ag an d a  it  fa ile d .

The c h a r a c te r  o f John  C o b b le r in  T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  su g g e s ts  

a n  a u x il ia ry  line of s a t i r e  in  th a t p la y  w h ich  w as a ls o  in ten d ed  to  d e n ig ra te  

th e  C o b h am s. In the  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  su g g e s tio n  w as m ad e  th a t th e  

u se  of the  d im in u tiv e  "Jo h n  Cob" in  th e  p r in tin g  of T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  

w as  m e an t " to  tra d u c e "  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  L o rd  C obham . Q uite p o s s ib ly  

it  w a s . John  Cobham  (a ll  th e  so n s  o f G eo rg e , s ix th  L o rd  C obham , p r e ­

f e r r e d  to  u se  th e  t i t le  n am e  of C obham  r a th e r  th a n  the  fa m ily  n am e of 

B rooke) w as a n o th e r  b ro th e r  o f W illiam , L o rd  C obham . Jo h n  w as th e  

c a p ta in  who w anted  m oney  fo r  "d ead  p a y s"  fro m  S ir  John  N o r r is  in  th e  

Low C o u n tr ie s ; it w as he  who re fu s e d  to  p ay  the  s o ld ie r s  in  K ent w hom  

he had  e n lis te d  fo r  th e  d e fen se  of th e  r e a lm  in  th e  y e a r  of th e  A rm a d a .

Jo h n  w as a ls o  th e  m e m b e r  of the  fa m ily  who fa v o red  P u r i ta n is m ; W illiam  

d id  no t, though  both had  b een  tu to re d  in  th e i r  you th  by  M a rtin  B u c e r .

39 T h o m as G aspey , The L ife  an d  T im e s  o f S ir  John  O ld c a s tle . the  
Good L o rd  Cobham  (2 v o lu m es; London: W . S. O r r  and  C om pany, 1843),
I. 49.

40In a  le t te r  f ro m  S tra s b u rg  d a ted  6 M ay, 1548, B u c e r  sp eak s  
h ig h ly  of Jo h n  B ro o k e 's  a b i l i t ie s  and  a t ta in m e n ts .  A rc h a e o lo g ia  C a n tia n a , 
X n , 139.
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T he a n t i - P u r i ta n  s a t i r e  in  th e  H en ry  IV p lay s  h a s  led  c r i t i c s  to  s ta te  th a t

W illiam , L ord  C obham , w as a  fa v o re r  of th a t s e c t  and  th a t b e c a u se  of

h is  re lig io u s  b e lie fs  he  w as s tro n g ly  a n t i - th e a te r  in  co n v ic tio n . T h is  is

no t t r u e .  L o rd  C obham  had h is  own a c tin g  com pany  in  the  1560 's and

1 5 7 0 's . T hey w e re  known a s  bo th  th e  L o rd  W a rd e n 's  P la y e r s  and  L o rd

C o b h am 's  M en. R e c o rd s  of th e i r  p e r fo rm a n c e s  a t  D o v er, C a n te rb u ry ,

41B r is to l ,  and  G lo u c e s te r  a r e  e x ta n t. T he a n im o s ity  show n by L o rd  

C obham  to w ard  th e  a c tin g  c o m p an ie s  in  London w as d o u b tle ss  c a u se d  by 

th e i r  s a t i r i c a l  a tta c k s  upon th e  C obham s and no t by L o rd  C o b h am 's  r e ­

lig io u s  c o n v ic tio n s . We know th a t  a s  a  P r iv y  C o u n c illo r  C obham  w as 

ap p o in ted  to  be one of the  c h ie f  in v e s tig a to rs  of the  M a rtin  M a rp re la te  

c o n tro v e rs y . B u rg h ley  w ro te  to  A rch b ish o p  W hitg ift on the  14th of N o­

v e m b e r , 1588, ju s t  a f te r  the  p u b lic a tio n  of th e  fam ous E p is tle  o f M a rtin  

M a rp r  e la te  in  w hich  the  B ish o p s and th e  e s ta b lish e d  C h u rch  of E ng land  

w e re  a tta c k e d , d ire c tin g  h im  to  in v e s tig a te  th e  lib e lo u s  book:

And fo r  y o u r  h e lp  a s  nede s h a ll  be. We h av e  re q u ire d  
by h e r  M a ie s tie s  co m m an d  o u r  v e ry  good L o rd e s  the  
L o rd  C obham  and ye L o rd  B u ck h u rs t w ith  M a s te r  
W oolley  a l l  o f h e r  M a ie s tie s  p r iv e  C o u n se ll, to  be 
aydyng w ith  th e i r  a d v ise  and a s s is ta n c e  to  you fo r  ye 
d is c o u e ry  of ye a u th o rs  and a b e tto r s  of th e  fo re sa y d

^ John  T u c k e r  M u rra y , E n g lish  D ra m a tic  C o m p an ies . 1558-1642 
(2 v o lu m es; London: C o n stab le  and  C om pany, 1910), II, 82. T he 
e x is te n c e  of th is  a c tin g  com pany  lead s  m e to  su g g es t th a t though w e have 
no r e c o rd  of th e i r  r e p e r to i r e ,  i t  is  co n ce iv ab le  th a t th e i r  p lay s  in c lu d ed  
an  e a r ly  v e r s io n  of su ch  p lay s  a s  S ir  John  O ld c as tle  o r  even  H e n ry  V in  
w h ich  S ir  Jo h n  w as  both  h e ro  and  m a r ty r .
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42lib e llo u s  book. . . .

T he n a m e s  of C obham  and  B u ck h u rs t a p p e a r  in  th e  r e c o rd s  of th e  t r i a l s

of th e  re lig io u s  n o n -c o n fo rm is ts  o f th is  p e r io d  a s  C o u n c illo rs  who w e re

43unw av erin g  ad v o ca te s  of s e v e r i ty  o f t r e a tm e n t  fo r  th e  a c c u s e d  m en .

It is  in te re s t in g  to  no te  th a t in  th e  su rg e  o f n o n -c o n fo rm is t  p u b lic a tio n s  

w hich  a p p e a re d  in  the 15i?0's and  1590 's  th e  fam o u s ex am p le  o f S ir  John  

O ld c a s t le 's  p e r s e v e ra n c e  a g a in s t e c c le s ia s t i c a l  ty ra n n y  s e e m s  no t to  hav e  

b een  r e f e r r e d  to . E v id en tly  the  ta in t  o f  s e d it io n  w hich  c lung  to  th is  fam o u s 

c a se  p re v e n te d  the  P u r i ta n s  and o th e r  s e c ts  f ro m  u s in g  i t .  We know th a t  

one s e r io u s  ch a rg e  b ro u g h t by th e  a u th o r it ie s  a g a in s t  th e  re lig io u s  n o n ­

c o n fo rm is ts  w as th e  a c c u sa tio n  o f in tended  s e d itio n . T he B ishop  of W in ­

c h e s te r 's  a n s w e r  to  th e  E p is tle  co n ta in ed  th is  ad m o n itio n :

T he A u th o r o f th em  A rac ts^ / c a lle th  h im s e lf  by a  fa in ed  
n am e , M a rtin  M a rp r  e la te :  a  v e ry  f it  n am e  undoub ted ly .
B ut i f  th is  o u tra g eo u s  s p i r i t  o f b o ld n e ss  be not s to p p ed  
sp ed d ily , I  f e a r e  he w il p ro v e  h im se lfe  to  b ee , no t onely  
M a r - p re la te ,  but M a r -p r in c e .  M a r - s ta te ,  M a r- la w e ,
M a r-M a g is tra te ,  and  a l l  to g e th e r , u n til  He b r in g  it  to  
a n  A n a B a p tis tic a ll  e q u a litie  and  co m m u n itie .

^^E d w ard  A r b e r ,  A n ^ r o d u c t o r y  S k e tch  to  th e  M a rtin  j ^ r p r e l a t e  
C o n tro v e rsy  (London: E n g lish  S c h o la r 's  L ib r a ry ,  1880), p . 108.

^  ̂ W illiam  P ie r c e ,  A n H is to r ic a l  In tro d u c tio n  to  th e  M ar p re la te  
T ra c ts  (London: A rc h ib a ld  C o n stab le  an d  C om pany, 1908), p . 116.

44
T h o m as C o o p er, B ishop  of W in c h e s te r ,  A n  A d m o n itio n  to  th e  

P e o p le  o f E ng land  (London: E n g lish  S c h o la r 's  L ib ra ry ,  1883), p . 31.
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L yly  and N as he p ick ed  up th e  c ry  o f se d itio n  in  th e i r  a tta c k s  on M a rtin  

45M arpreL ate  a ls o .  John  C obham  p u b lish ed  tw o e a r ly  P u r i ta n  books in

th e  1570*s b e fo re  th e  M a rp r  e la te  c o n tro v e rs y  b eg an . H is t r a n s la t io n  of

L . G uido 's T h e  S taffe o f C h r is t ia n  F a i th  w as p r in te d  in  1577 and  d ed ica ted

46to  the E a r l  o f  O x fo rd . John  C obham  d o es not m en tio n  in  th is  w o rk  h is

fam o u s k in sm a n , O ld c a s tle , by n am e , but he w r i te s  a  je re m ia d  a g a in s t

th e  c u r re n t  b u rn in g  of n o n -c o n fo rm is ts .  "O y o u  Ju d g es  and M a g is tra te s ,

doe you n o t s e e  day ly  in  y o u r p r is o n s ,  th e  p p o re  c h ild re n  of God, " he

la m e n ts . W hen th ey  a r e  b ro u g h t b e fo re  w ine f il le d  m a g is t r a te s ,  th o se

o ffic ia ls  " c a n  only  c r ie .  T o the  f i r e ,  to  th e  f i r e  w ith  th o se  w icked  h e re t ic k e s ,

T h ey  do not le a r n  th is  f ro m  th e  p ro p h e ts , a p o s t le s ,  o r  au n c ie n t f a th e r s .  "

In  h is  f in a l c h a p te r  on the  p e r s e c u tio n  o f m a r ty r s  C obham  s e e m s  to  h ave

h ad  the a c c u s a tio n s  o f c o w a rd ic e  b ro u g h t a g a in s t  O ld c a s tle  fo r  h is  flig h t

in to  W ales in  m ind  w hen he w ro te :

But h e  ^ h ris_ t^ / d id  not su ffe r  h im  se lfe  to  be ta k e n  b e fo re  
the t im e  w as co m e, a ls o  he  d id  not h ide  h im  se lfe , bu t 
gave h im  se lfe  unto  h is  a d v e r s a r y e s ,  an d  e n e m y e s : In 
like m a n e r  th e  b le s s e d  M a r ty r s ,  d id k eep e  th em  se lv e s

^^T he W orks o f T h o m as N a sh e , 1958 e d . , I, 116; T he C om ple te  
W orks of John  L y ly , ed . R . W . Bond (3 v o lu m e s; O xford : C la ren d o n  
P r e s s ,  1902), HI, 412.

Jo h n  B ro o k e , T he  S taffe o f C h r is t ia n  F a i th  (London: John  D ay, 
1577). The " s ta f f e " ,  B ro o k e  in fo rm s  th e  r e a d e r  in  h is  p re fa c e ,  is  the  
know ledge o f th e  t r u e  c h u rc h  g a th e re d  f ro m  th e  b o o k s of th e  a n c ie n t 
f a th e r s ,  " to  th e  ende th a t th e re b y  you m ay  le a rn e  w holy  to  f ig h t a g a in s t 
y o u r  e n n e m ie s , w ith  th e  sa m e  s ta ffe  w ith  w h ich  th e y  doe figh t a g a y n s t 
you , th a t is  to  say , th e  a u n c ie n ts ."
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fro m  te m p o ra ll  p e r s e c u tio n s ,  an d  w hen th e y  w e re  sought 
fo r  th ey  fledde in to  s e c r e te  p la c e s .  But w hen  th ey  w e re  
found out, th ey  gave th em  s e lv e s  to  m a r ty rd o m e .

Two y e a r s  la te r  John  B rooke  (C obham ) b ro u g h t out h is  t r a n s la t io n  of

P h ilip  M e lan ch th o n 's  Of Two W o o n d erfu l P o p ish  M o n s te r s . T h is  w o rk

w as a  s a t i r i c a l  a tta c k , v ia  m o ra l  a l le g o ry , upon " th e  P o p e  and  h is  r a b le -

m en t o f C a rd in a ls ,  A b b o tte s , B ish o p s , P r i e s t s ,  " e tc .

John  C obham  m a r r ie d  A lic e , d a u g h te r  o f E d w a rd  C obbe. T he tw o

n a m e s , Cobbe and C obham , and  th e  P u r ita n ia m  of Jo h n  m a y  w e ll have

p ro v id e d  th e  cue  fo r  the  s a t i r i c a l  c h a r a c te r  o f Jo h n  C o b b le r  in  T he F a m o u s

V ic to r ie s . We know th a t R o b e r t W ilso n 's  T he C o b b le r 's  P ro p h e s y  w as a

p r o - P u r i ta n  p lay  o f th is  p e r io d  (W ilson  w as la te r  one of th e  c o -a u th o rs

of S ir  John  O ld c a s tle ). In T he C o b b le r 's  P ro p h e s y  th e  c o b b le r  is  re s p o n s ib le

fo r  sav in g  the  co u n try  fro m  d e s tru c t io n . He is  a  " s im p le  w itted  m an "

who h a s  b een  r a is e d  up by th e  gods " in  w hom  th e y  b r e a th  th e  p u re n e s s  o f

49th e y r  s p i r i t s  and  m ake h im  bolde  to  sp e a k e  and p ro p h e s ie .  " Jo h n  L y ly  

m en tio n s  th e  p re a c h in g  c o b b le r  in  P a p p e  W ith  A n H a tc h e t. L yly  d e c la r e s  

th a t h e  f e a r s  n e ith e r  M a rtin  n o r  M a r t in 's  son , th e n  ad d s :

47
Ib id . ,  p .  367.

^ ^John  B rooke , Of Tw o W o o n d erfu l P o p ish  M o n s te rs  . . . (London: 
T h o m as E a s t ,  1579).

49 R o b e rt W ilson , T h e  C o b le rs  P ro p h e s ie  (L ondon: John  D a n te r  
fo r  C u th b e rt B u rb ie , 1594), fo l. F i i i^ .
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W hat new es fro m  the  H e ra ld e s .  T u sh , th a ts  t im e  enough 
to  know to  m o rro w , fo r  th e  se rm o n  is  not ye t c a s t .  The 
s e rm o n  fo o le ?  why th ey  n e v e r  s tu d ie , but c le av e  to  
C h r is t  h is  d a b itu r  in  i l ia  h o r a . T hey  v e n te r  to  c a tc h  
so u le s , a s  th e y  w e re  s o le s ;  D o c to rs  a r e  but d u n ces , 
none sow es t r u e  s ti tc h e s  in  a  pu lpe t, bu t a  sh o o m a k e r.

L y ly 's  e d ito r , R . W. Bond, su g g e s ts  th a t th e  r e fe re n c e  to  the  sh o e m a k e r

m ay  be a  r e fe re n c e  to  the f ic ti t io u s  co b b le r , C u tb e r t C liffe , in  H ay an y

W ork fo r  C o o p e r, a  P u r i ta n  p am p h le t w hich  w as an  a t ta c k  upon the  B ishop

of W in c h e s te r . T he poem  " M a r -M a r tin e "  (p ro b ab ly  w r i t te n  by L yly  a n d /o r

N ashe) co n ta in s  an  a llu s io n  to  the sam e  c o b b le r:

But (O) th a t  G odly c o b le r  C liffe , a s  h o n e s t an  olde lad.
A s M a rtin  (O th e  l ib e l le r )  of hangbyes e v e r  h ad .

T h e se  t in k e r s  te r m s ,  and  b a rb e r s  j e s t s  f i r s t  T a r le to n  
on th e  s ta g e ,

T hen  M a rtin  in  h is  book o f  l ie s ,  h a th  pu t in  e v e ry  p ag e .

The r e fe re n c e  to  T a r l to n  and  th e  r e fe r e n c e s  to  th e  c o b b le r  of th e  M a rp re -  

la te  C o n tro v e rsy  a r e  s le n d e r  c lu e s  upon w h ich  to  su g g e s t th a t  th e  c o b b le r  

of The F am o u s  V ic to r ie s  w as p a r t  o f th e  a n t i - P u r i t a n  s a t i r e  of th e  p e r io d . 

W h eth er John  C o b h a m 's  P u r i ta n is m  led h im  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  M a rp re -  

la te  c o n tro v e rs y  o r  no t we do not know. If he  d id , h is  ro le  w ent u n d e tec ted  

by the a u th o r it ie s ;  a s  w e know, h is  b ro th e r .  L o rd  C obham , w as  one o f the 

o ffic ia l in v e s t ig a to r s .  John  d ied  in  1594 and  w as b u r ie d  in  N ew ington, Kent, 

w h ere  h is  nephew s, H e n ry  and  G eo rg e , e r e c te d  a  m on u m en t of a la b a s te r

^ °L y ly , m ,  401 .

^^Ibid., m , 426.
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52to  h is  m e m o ry .

T he r e fe r e n c e  in  P ap p e  W ith A n H a tch e t to  th e  H e ra ld s ' O ffice is

a n  im p o rta n t r e fe r e n c e  w h ich  m ay  be u sed  fo r  w hat I b e liev e  lie s  behind

th e  s a t i r e  in ten d ed  in  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f th e  clow n, D e ric k e , in  The F a m o u s

V ic to r ie s . Bond n o te s  th a t  D erb y  H ouse b ecam e  the  H e r a ld s ' O ffice in

1555, but th a t he had  found no r e fe re n c e  to  its  u se  a s  a  P u r i ta n  co n - 

53v e n tic le . T h e re  is  a n  in d ic a tio n  in  T he C o b b le r 's  P ro p h e sy  th a t the

h e ra ld s  w e re  som ehow  invo lved  in  the  M a rp r  e la te  a f f a i r .  T o w ard  the

beginn ing  o f th e  p lay  a  h e ra ld  e n te r s  th e  s ta g e  c a r ry in g  " p e n s il l  and

c o lo u rs .  " He h a s  co m e , he sa y s , to  "d e c ip h e r  a  G en tlem an  fro m  a  knave . "

He th en  co m p la in s  th a t  h is  t ra d e  h a s  d e g e n e ra te d :

We now a r e  fa in e  to  w a it who g ro w s to  w ea lth .
A nd com e to  b e a re  som e o ffice  in  a  tow ne.
And w e fo r  m o n ey  h e lp  th em  in to  A rm e s ,
F o r  w hat can n o t th e  go lden  te m p te r  d o e?

O ddly enough, th is  is  w h a t N ashe a tta c k s  in  p a r t  in  h is  fam o u s lin es  in

P ie r c e  P e n i le s s e  H is S u p p lica tio n  T o  th e  D ev il. T he co m p le te  quo ta tion

should  be re a d .

How w ould it  h av e  jo y ed  b ra v e  T a lb o t (the t e r r o r  o f th e  
F re n c h )  to  th in k e  th a t  a f te r  he had  lyne tw o h u n d red  y e a re s  
in  h is  T om be, h ee  shou ld  tr iu m p h e  ag a in e  on th e  S tage, 
and  h av e  h is  bo n es  n ew e em b a lm e d  w ith  th e  t e a r s  o f te n  
th o u san d  s p e c ta to r s  a t  le a s t  (a t s e v e r a l l  t im e s ) , who, in

^ ^ A rc h a eo lo g ia  C an tian a , XII, 140. 

^^L y ly , m , 401.

^^T he C o b le rs  P r o p h e s ie , fo l. D i^ .
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the  T ra g e d ia n  th a t r e p r e s e n ts  h is  p e rso n , im ag in e  th ey  
behold  h im  f r e s h  b leed in g .

I w ill defend  it  a g a in s t  an y  C o ll ia r ,  o r  c lu b fis ted  U s u re r  
of th em  a l l ,  th e r e  i s  no im m o r ta l i t ie  can  be g iven  a m an  
on e a r th  like unto P la y e s .  W hat ta  Ike I to  th em  of im m o rta l i t ie ,  
th a t a r e  th e  onely  u n d e rm in e rs  o f H onour, and  doe env ie  any  
m an  th a t is  not s p ru n g  up by b a se  B ro k e r ie  like  th e m s e lv e s ?  
T hey c a r e  not if  a l l  th e  au n c ie n t h o u se s  w e re  ro o ted  out, so  
th a t, like  th e  B u rg o m a s te r s  of the  L o w -c o u n tr ie s , th ey  m ig h t 
s h a re  th e  g o u v e rn m en t a m o n g st th em  a s  S ta te s , and  be 
q u a r t e r - m a i s t e r s  o f  o u r  M o n a rch ie . A ll A r te s  to  th em  a r e  
v a n itie s : and , if  you  t e l l  th em  w hat a  g lo rio u s  th ing  i t  is  to  
have H e n rie  th e  f if th  r e p re s e n te d  on th e  S tage, lead ing  th e  
F re n c h  K ing p r is o n e r ,  and  fo rc in g  both  h im  and  the  D olph in  
to  sw e a re  fe a lty . I, bu t (w ill th ey  say) w hat do we ge t by 
i t?  R e sp e c tin g  n e i th e r  th e  r ig h t of F a m e  th a t is  due to  
t ru e  N o b ilitie  d e c e a s e d , n o r  w hat h o p es  of e te rn i tie  a r e  to  
be p ro p o se d  to  a d v e n tro u s  m in d e s , to  en co u rag e  th em  fo rw a rd , 
but o n e ly  th e i r  e x e c ra b le  lu k e r, and  filth ie  unquenchable  
a v a r ic e .

T hey  know w hen th e y  a r e  d ead  th e y  s h a ll  not be b ro u g h t 
upon th e  S tage fo r  a n y  goodnes, but in  a  m e r r im e n t  of th e  
U s u re r  and  th e  D ive I, o r  buying A rm e s  of th e  H e ra ld , who 
g ives th e m  th e  lyon, w ith o u t tongue, ta y le , o r  ta l le n ts ,  
b ecau se  h is  m a is te r  w hom e hee  m u s t s e rv e  is  a  T ow nesm an , 
and a  m an  o f p e a c e , and  m u s t not keepe an y  q u a r re ll in g  
b e a s ts  to  annoy  h is  h o n e s t n e ig h b o u rs .

W h e th e r  N ashe m e an t B ro k e  r i e  a s  a  pun on B rooke  o r  not, I  do n ô t knew, 

but th e  Cobham  c o a t - o f - a r m s  inc lu d ed  th re e  lions ram p an t, s a b le .  The 

C obham s w e re  c e r ta in ly  no t b ro u g h t upon the  s ta g e  fo r  any  " g o o d n e ss" . 

T he re fe re n c e s  to  T a lb o t and  H e n ry  V se e m  to  in d ica te  th a t N ashe w as 

r e f e r r in g  to  I H e n ry  VI and  T he  F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s . The C obham s a p ­

p a re n tly  w e re  v o ic in g  c o m p la in ts  abou t th e  p la y e rs  a s  e a r ly  a s  1592, the 

d a te  of p u b lica tio n  fo r  P ie r c e  P e n i le s s e  H is  S u p p lica tio n  To T he D ev il.

^^N ashe, I, 2 1 2 -1 3 . T he i ta l ic s  a r e  m in e .
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We know th a t R alph  B rooke , Y ork  H era ld , w as m a r r ie d  to  T h o m sin ,

56
d a u g h te r  of M ich ae l Cobbe of K en t. A s Y ork  H e ra ld  B rooke  is  fam o u s

fo r  h is  a t ta c k  on W illiam  C am den  in  A D isc o v e r ie  o f C e r ta in  E r r o u r s  . . .

in  " B r i ta n n ia " , p u b lish ed  in  1596. It w as a ls o  R alph  B rooke  who ex p o sed

the "m e a n "  h e r ita g e  of the  G a r te r  K in g s -o f-A rm s , S ir  G ilb e rt and  S ir  

57
W illiam  D eth ick . F ro m  B ro o k e 's  m a n u sc r ip t we know so m eth in g  of

58the  e a r l i e r  D eth ick s  and  how th e y  changed  th e i r  nam e fro m  D e r ic k e .

W ith on ly  the  m o s t ten u o u s ev id en ce  I w ould like to  s u g g e s t th a t th e  clow n,

D e r ic k e , in  T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  is  a  s a t i r e  on S ir  W illiam  D e th ick  and

th a t th is  c h a r a c te r  f ro m  T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  is  p e rh a p s  th e  p ro g e n ito r

59of S h a k e s p e a re 's  H o s t-o f - th e - G a r te r  in  T he M e rry  W ives o f W in d so r.

S om eth ing  of the  m a d n e s s  of S ir  W illiam  D e th ic k  c an  be g a th e re d  

f ro m  th e  fo llow ing b io g ra p h ic a l f a c ts .  T he D e th ick s  w e re  d escen d ed  it

^^M . H. I re la n d , A  New and  C om ple te  H is to ry  of K ent (4 v o lu m es; 
London: G eorge  V ir tu e , 1828), I, 440. I have not b e en  s u c c e s s fu l  in  t r a c in g  
th e  re la t io n s h ip  of R alph  B ro o k e  w ith  L o rd  C obham .

57D N B, XIV, 41 8 -2 0 . I r e g r e t  th a t  I  am  co m p e lle d  to  r e ly  upon th e  
DNB a r t i c le s  on th e  D e th ick s  fo r  th e  fo llow ing in fo rm a tio n  c o n ce rn in g  f a th e r  
and  so n . T he B r i t is h  M useum  co n ta in s  m a n u sc r ip t  m a te r ia ls  on th e  c o n tin ­
uous q u a r r e ls  in  th e  H e ra ld s  ' O ffice  in  E liz a b e th 's  re ig n . A n s tis  ' R e g is te r  
of th e  G a r te r  is  a n  im p o rta n t p r in te d  so u rc e , bu t I h av e  m e t w ith  on ly  
f r u s t r a t io n  in  m y a tte m p ts  to  b o rro w  th is  r a r e  vo lum e.

® ®Brooke's m a n u sc r ip t  is  d e s c r ib e d  in  DNB, XIV, 419.

59 J a m e s  M onaghan su g g e s te d  so m e  y e a r s  ago  th a t  in  S h a k e s p e a re 's  
F a ls ta f f  l ie s  th e  a m a lg a m a tio n  of D e r ic k e  and  O ld c a s tle  o f T he F a m o u s  
V ic to r ie s . See " F a ls ta f f  and  H is  F o r e b e a r e r s ,  " S tu d ies  in  P h ilo lo g y .
X V in  (1921), 353-61 .



174

w ould se e m  fro m  the  D utch  im m ig ra n t, R o b e rt D e ric k e , who c a m e  to  

E ng land  e a r ly  in  the re ig n  of H en ry  VIII and  s e rv e d  a s  a r m o r e r  to  the 

K ing. S h o rtly  a f te r  h is  a r r i v a l  R o b e rt s e e m s  to  have changed  h is  nam e 

to  D eth ick , and  ev en tu a lly  h is  th re e  sons w e re  m ade E n g lish  c it iz e n s  by 

a n  a c t o f P a r l ia m e n t .  T he youngest son , G ilb e r t, m a r r ie d  th e  d a u g h te r  

of a  D utch sh o e m a k e r  in  London and b ecam e  the  f a th e r  of S ir  G ilb e r t 

D e th ick  who w as c o m m iss io n e d  G a r te r  K in g -o f-A rm s  in  1550. S ir  G ilb e rt 

d ied  in  1584; b e fo re  th is  d a te  h is  son, W illiam , had  b een  ap p o in ted  Rouge 

C ro ix  p u rsu iv a n t in  1567 and Y o rk  H e ra ld  in  1570. W ith th e  l a t t e r  a p p o in t­

m en t W illiam  D e th ick  began  to is s u e  g ra n ts  of a r m s ,  a  r ig h t r e s e r v e d  to  

N o rro y  King -o f -A rm  s; and  w hen D e th ick  w as c re a te d  G a r te r  K ing in  1586, 

h e  a r ra n g e d  to  have th e  t r a d it io n a l  c o m m iss io n  a l te r e d  to  u s u rp  the p r iv i ­

le g e s  of both  N o rro y  and  C la re n c e u x  H e ra ld s . T he co n tin u a l q u a r re l l in g

60
led  to  v io len t and  a c r im o n io u s  d i s p u t e s  in  th e  H e ra ld  s '  O ffice . D e th ick  

w as a c c u s e d  in  1571 o f  em b la z o n in g  th e  a r m s  o f the Duke o f N o rfo lk  and  

th e  Q ueen of S co ts  to g e th e r  in  a  p e d ig re e . D e th ick  *s v io len t t e m p e r  kep t 

h im  in  co n tin u a l t r o u b le .  He w as a c c u se d  of s tr ik in g  h is  f a th e r  w ith  h is  

f is t  and  o f w ounding h is  b ro th e r  w ith  h is  d a g g e r  in  W in d so r C a s t le .  To h is  

fe llow  h e ra ld s  he  w as a  ty ra n t,  "so m e he b ea t, o th e rs  he r e v i le d , and  a l l

^ ^ C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s .  D o m estic . 1581 -1590 . pp . 214, 322,
636, 690, co n ta in s  som e ev id en ce  of th e  d isp u te s . In  1589 G lo v e r, S o m e r ­
s e t  H era ld , w ro te  a  " b re e fe  r e h e a r s a l l  of the c a u s e s  of th e  p r e s e n t  d i s ­
o r d e r  in  the  O ffice  o f A rm e s , and how th e  sa m e  m ay  be r e fo rm e d . "  In 
1590 D e th ick  co m p la in ed  to  B u rg h ley  th a t the  co n ten tio n  in  th e  O ffice  w ent 
so  f a r  a s  to  q u e s tio n  h is  t i t le  of G a r te r  K ing.
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he w ro n g e d ."  He s tru c k  th e  m in is te r  a t  S ir  H en ry  S id n ey 's  fu n e ra l, and  

a t th e  C o u n tess  of S u s s e x 's  fu n e ra l  in  W e s tm in s te r  A bbey he s tabbed  tw o 

p e rso n s  w ith  h is  d a g g e r . He w as se n t to  N ew gate p r is o n  fo r  th is  o ffen se  

but w as r e le a s e d  by F lee tw o o d , th e  R e c o rd e r .  Soon a f te rw a rd s  he w as 

a g a in  s e n t to  p r is o n  and fined  100 pounds fo r  s tr ik in g  a  c le rg y m a n  and 

ca llin g  h im  "a  bald , r a s c a l ly  p r ie s t .  " W ith su c h  a  c h a r a c te r  it  is  s u r ­

p r is in g  w e have not a  dozen  s a t i r e s  of S ir  W illiam  D eth ick .

In T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  (line 107) th e  r e c e iv e r s  w hom  the P r in c e  

and h is  com pan ions rob  a r e  c a lle d  " p u rs e u a n ts "  (a te r m  u se d  fo r  o f f ic e rs  

in  th e  H e r a ld s ' O ffice), and soon  a f te rw a rd s  D e r ic k e  ru n s  o n stag e  " in  

s ilk e  a p p a re i l .  " John  C o b b le r and  R obin th in k  fro m  h is  c o s tu m e  th a t he 

is a  c low n. D e r ic k e 's  re p ly  d e r id e s  them  fo r  th e i r  ig n o ra n c e :

A m  l a  c low ne? Sow nes, m a is te r s ,  do clow nes go in  s ilk e  
a p p a re i l?  I am  s u re  a l l  w e g en tle m en -c lo w n e s  in  K ent 
s c a n t go so  w e ll. S ow nes! you know clow nes v e ry  w e ll!

( lin e s  179-83)

I su g g e s t th a t  the  s ilk  co s tu m e  th a t D e rick e  w e a r s  is  th e  h e r a ld 's  ta b a rd ; 

D e r ic k e , lik e  the h e ra ld  in  T he C o b b le r 's  P ro p h e s y , goes u n reco g n ized  by 

the c o b b le r . W ith su c h  a  c o s tu m e  th e  au d ie n c e  w ould h ave  p e rc e iv e d  

im m e d ia te ly  th e  n a tu re  and in te n t o f the  s a t i r e .  D e ric k e  c a r r i e s  a  d a g g e r  

and w e a rs  an  a i r  o f b rav ad o , but he is  a  co w ard  w hen b e a te n  by M is tre s s  

C o b b le r and  in  h is  in te r lu d e  in  F r a n c e .  L ike a  h e ra ld  he  p la n s  to  r e tu rn  

fro m  F r a n c e  m a rc h in g  in  f ro n t  o f  the  Duke o f Y o rk 's  fu n e ra l .  The scen e  

in  w hich  Jo h n  C o b b le r s e n te n c e s  D e ric k e  to  th e  F le e t  ( lin e s  570-72) m ay
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a llu d e  to  D e th ic k 's  im p riso n m e n t, once fo r  s tr ik in g  a  m an , a g a in  fo r  

s tab b in g  two o th e r s .

I am  qu ite  c o n sc io u s  o f th e  fa c t th a t  the  fo reg o in g  is  s lig h t ev id en ce  

upon w hich  to  b a se  a  c o n je c tu re . Only a  s e a r c h  th ro u g h  unpub lished  m a n u ­

s c r ip ts  p e r ta in in g  to  the  H e ra ld s ' O ffice  and  the  M a rp re la te  c o n tro v e rs y  

can  supply  in fo rm a tio n  n eeded  to  v e r ify  su ch  a  th e o ry . We know th e re  

a r e  re c o rd s  in  the  C o lleg e  of A rm s  w hich  d o cu m en t the  c o n tro v e rs y  

be tw een  R alph  B ro o k e , Y o rk  H e ra ld , an d  S ir  W illiam  D eth ick  a s  to  th e  

p ro p r ie ty  o f th e  a r m s  g ra n te d  to  John  S h a k e s p e a re . T h a t S h a k e sp e a re  

m o llif ie d  the  s a t i r e  he  found in  th e  c h a r a c te r  of D e r ic k e  to  c r e a te  h is  

H o s t-o f - th e -G a r te r  in  T he M e rry  W ives o f W in d so r is  a  c o n je c tu re  to  be 

d is c u s s e d  in  C h a p te r  VII.

61
C .W . S c o tt-G ile s , S h a k e s p e a re 's  H e ra ld ry ,  p . 34.



C H A PT E R  VI 

"E N T E R : SIR JOHN R U SSE LL AND HARVEY"

W ith th e  re v is io n  of n o m e n c la tu re  th a t o c c u r re d  w hen th e  nam e o f 

S ir  John O ld ca s tle  w as c e n s o re d  and  cu t fro m  th e  te x t of S h a k e s p e a re 's  

H en ry  IV p la y s , th e r e  s e e m  to  h ave  b een  o th e r  n am e  ch an g es  a s  w e ll 

m ad e  in  the  o r ig in a l  s c r ip t .  We find  th is  su g g e s te d  in  P a r t  I by P o in s 's  

sp ee ch  ( I .  i i . 181) in  w h ich  he m e n tio n s  "H a rv e y "  and  " R o s s i l l"  a s  th iev in g  

com pan ions o f F a ls ta f f ,  th e  P r in c e ,  an d  G a d sh ill . In ad d itio n , the  s p e e c h -  

p re f ix , "R o ss . ", o c c u rs  in  the q u a r to  ed itio n s  a t  I I .  iv  . 193, 195, 199.

In  P a r t  2 a  s im i la r  c lu e  r e m a in s  in  th e  s ta g e  - d ir e c t io n  g iven  a t  I I .  i i .  1, 

" e n te r  th e  P r in c e ,  P o y n e s , s i r  Jo h n  R u s se l,  w ith  o th e r s . "  By su b s titu tio n  

th e  F o lio  s ta g e  -d ire c t io n  b eco m es , " e n te r  P r in c e  H en ry , P o in ta , B a rd o lfe , 

an d  P a g e . " It is  a p p a re n t th a t the  c h a r a c te r  of B a rd o lp h  w as a t  one s tag e  

o f co m p o sitio n  c a lle d  H arv ey , and  th a t  P e to  w as n am ed  S ir  John  R u s s e ll .  

Know ing the  p e r s o n a l  b a s is  of th e  s a t i r e  o r  lam poon  of S h a k e s p e a re 's  

c h a r a c te r  of F a ls ta f f ,  it  i s  s c a rc e ly  re c o n d ite  to  su g g e s t th a t th is  m ethod  

o f s a t i r e  ex tends to  o th e r  m e m b e rs  o f th e  co m ic  c re w  th a t p ro v id e s  P r in c e  

H a l w ith  ra u c o u s  co m p an io n s . In s e a rc h in g  fo r  m a te r ia ls  co n ce rn in g  th e  

L o rd s  of C obham , I h av e  found ev id en ce  w h ich  su g g e s ts  th a t th e r e  w e re

177
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p e rso n a g e s  o th e r  th an  th e  C o b h am s in  E l iz a b e th 's  C o u rt who fe lt  the  s tin g  

of c a r ic a tu r e  in  S h a k e s p e a re 's  H en ry  IV p la y s .

N e ith e r  H arv ey  n o r  R u s s e ll  w as a  s in g u la r  n am e  in  E liz a b e th a n  

E ng land ; h o w ev er, I b e liev e  th a t S ir  W illiam  H a rv e y  and S ir  Jo h n  R u s se ll ,  

th e  E a r l  o f B e d fo rd 's  son , w e re  th e  v ic tim s  of S h a k e s p e a re 's  u n tra m m e lle d  

pen . S ir  W illiam  H arv ey , a  m e m b e r  o f the  C obham  fa c tio n  in  th e  15 9 0 's , 

c o u r te d  and  ev en tu a lly  m a r r ie d  th e  tw ice  -w idow ed d o w ag er C o u n tess  of 

Southam pton  in  1596-98, m u ch  to  th e  c h a g r in  o f h e r  young son , H en ry , the  

th ird  E a r l .  T he C o u n te ss , M a ry  B row ne, d a u g h te r  of the f i r s t  V isco u n t 

M ontague, had  m a r r ie d  S ir  T h o m a s  H en eag e , E l iz a b e th 's  V ic e -C h a m b e r -  

la in , in  1594 a f te r  th ir te e n  y e a r s  of w idow hood, bu t H eneage d ied  w ith in  

a  y e a r .  T h is  second  m a r r ia g e  s e e m s  to  h av e  b ro u g h t c o m p lic a te d  f in a n c ia l 

p ro b le m s  to  th e  W rio th e s le y  e s ta te s ,  and  in  1597-98 a  f in a n c ia l s e tt le m e n t 

s t i l l  had  no t b een  m ade co n c e rn in g  th e  in h e r ita n c e  of the  young E a r l  of 

S outham pton . T he te n s io n s  c a u se d  by th e s e  f in a n c ia l p ro b le m s  see m  to  

have b een  h e ig h ten ed  by th e  p e r s o n a l  d is l ik e  w hich  g rew  b e tw een  th e  E a r l  

and  S ir  W illiam  H arv ey .

H a rv e y  had  a c q u ire d  a  to k en  o f fa m e  a s  a  s o ld ie r  in  h is  to u r  o f du ty  

in th e  Low C o u n tr ie s , and  h is  n am e  w as m en tio n ed  fo r  c o u ra g e o u s  a c tio n  

in  th e  s e a  b a ttle  a g a in s t th e  S p an ish  A rm a d a :

One of th e  S pan ish  G a l le a s s e s  hav in g  lo s t h e r  R u d d e r, and  
flo a tin g  up and down, w ^s h e l ^ i n  fig h t by A m ia s  P r e s to n ,
T h o m as G e ra rd , and  jH V illiam / H a rv ie , w ho slew  C a p ta in  
Hugh M oncado, c a s t  th e  S o u ld ie rs  o v e r  b o a rd , and  c a r ry e d  
aw ay a  g r e a t  d e a l o f go ld . . . . ^

^S ir R ic h a rd  B a k e r, A  C h ro n ic le  o f the  K ings of Enfeland (6th  ed itio n ; 
London: G eo rg e  S aw bridge and  T h o m as W illia m s , 1674), p . 375.
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H arv e y  m ay  have b een  both  s o ld ie r  and  p oet, fo r  it h a s  b een  su g g e s te d  

th a t  he w as the  a u th o r  o f th e s e  lin e s  th a t a p p e a re d  in  E p ic e d iu m . A 

F u n e ra l  Song. 1594, and  w hich  se e m  to  be the  f i r s t  r e fe re n c e  to  S h ak e ­

s p e a r e 's  L u c re c e;

You th a t  haue w r i t  of c h a s te  L u c re tia
W hose d e a th  w as w itn e s s e  o f h e r  s p o tle s s e  life:
O r p en 'd  th e  p r a i s e  o f sad  C o rn e lia ,
W hose b la m e le s s  nam e h a th  m ade  h e r  fam e so  r ife ,
A s noble  P o m p e y 's  m o s t ren o u n ed  w ife:

H ith e r  vn to  y o u r h o m e d i r e c t  y o u r  e ie s ,  ^
W h e re a s , vn thought on, m uch  m o re  m a t te r  l ie s .

We know th a t bo th  H a rv e y  and  S ou tham pton  ac co m p an ied  E s s e x , H ow ard ,

and  R a le ig h  on the  a b o r tiv e  Is la n d s  V oyage in  1597. E s s e x 's  im p la c a b le

ra g e  a t  R a le ig h 's  u n lic e n se d  a t ta c k  on F a y a l  r e s u l te d  in  an  a tte m p te d

c o u r t - m a r t ia l  of th e  R e a r  A d m ira l .  H a rv e y  and  S ir  W illiam  B rooke ,

L o rd  C o b h am 's  th i rd  son , a cc o m p an ie d  R a le ig h  and  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th is

a d v e n tu ro u s  a t ta c k  on F a y a l:

S ir  W a lte r  th e r e fo r e  ro w ed  to  S ir  W illiam  B ro o k e 's  sh ip  
and  S ir  W illiam  H a rv e y 's ,  and  d e s ir e d  th e m  to  acco m p an y  
h im ; to  w h ich  th ey  w illin g ly  a s s e n te d , and  th e r e  w e re  m ad e  ^ 
re ad y  in  a d d itio n  w ith  sh o t and  p ike  160 m o re  m en  in  b o a ts . . . .

2
E .K . C h a m b e rs , W illiam  S h a k e s p e a re , II, 190-91 .

^G. B . H a r r is o n ,  T he E liz a b e th a n  J o u rn a ls ,  1591-1603 
(Ann A rb o r :  U n iv e rs i ty  o f M ich ig an  P r e s s ,  1955), II, 224. S ir  
W illiam  B rooke w as  k ille d  in  1598 in  a  d u e l a t  M ile  E nd G re en  
by th e  son  and h e i r  o f T h o m as L u cas  o f E s s e x .  A rc h a e o lo g ia  
C an tian a , XII, 156.
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T he h o s ti l i ty  and  i l l - f e e l in g  a ro u s e d  by th is  a d v e n tu re  w e re  fanned by 

en su in g  e v e n ts . T he h a s ty  m a r r ia g e  of th e  E a r l  of S ou tham pton  and E l i z a ­

be th  V ernon , E s s e x 's  co u s in , in  1598, p la c e d  S ou tham pton  in  d is g ra c e  a t 

C o u rt, fo r  th e  s e c r e t  m a r r ia g e  a n g e re d  n o t only  h is  m o th e r  but a ls o  the  

Q ueen . W hen the  new s o f th e  m a tc h  re a c h e d  E liz a b e th , S outham pton  w as 

in  F r a n c e  w ith  S ir  R o b e r t C e c il on a  d ip lo m a tic  m is s io n  to  H en ry  IV. 

E liz a b e th  o rd e re d  S o u th am p to n 's  im m e d ia te  r e tu r n  to  London. M eanw hile 

ru m o rs  had  b een  a f lo a t fo r  so m e  tim e  th a t  th e  d o w ag er C o u n te ss  o f S o u th -

4
a m p to n  w as p lann ing  to  w ed S ir  W illiam  H a rv ey , and  E s s e x , in  a n  e f fo r t  

to  s ta y  th is  a c tio n , s e n t L o rd  H e n ry  H ow ard  to  q u e s tio n  th e  C o u n tess  ab o u t 

h e r  p la n s .  L o rd  H e n ry 's  l e t t e r  to  E s s e x  is  e x ta n t. ^ He r e a s s u re d  E s s e x  

th e  m a r r ia g e  had  not ta k e n  p la c e , " sh e  d id  a s s u r e  m e on h e r  h onour th a t 

th e  kno t o f m a r r ia g e  w as y e t to  t ie ,  a lth o u g h  sh e  w ould be s tin te d  a t  no 

c e r ta in  t im e , bu t e v e r  r e s e r v e  h e r  own l ib e r ty  to  d isp o se  o f h e r s e l f  w hen  

and  w h e re  it  p le a se d  h e r .  " H ow ard  d e c la re d  a ls o  th a t he  akked  the  C o u n te ss  

"n o t to  g ive  any  sc a n d a l to  th e  w o rld  by m a tc h in g  d u rin g  h e r  so n 's  d is g r a c e .  " 

H ow ard  co n tin u ed  by te l l in g  E s s e x  th a t h e  had  ex p la in ed  to  th e  C o u n tess  w hy 

su c h  a  tim in g  w as bad:

^ Jo h n  C h a m b e r la in  w ro te  to  D udley  C a r le to n  in  M ay, 1598, th a t  
H a rv e y  had  m a r r ie d  th e  C o u n te s s . C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s , D o m e s tic , 
1 5 9 8-1601 . p . 54.

^ P r in te d  fro m  th e  S a lisb u ry  M a n u sc r ip ts  a t  H a tfie ld  H ouse by 
C .C . S to p es , T he L ife  o f H e n ry . T h ird  E a r l  o f S o u th am p to n , S h ak e­
s p e a r e 's  P a t ro n  (C am b rid g e : T h e  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1922), pp . 1 32-34 .
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1 to ld  h e r  you thought th e  w o rld  w ould w o n d er w hat 
o ffence h e r  son  could  m ak e  to  p u rc h a se  su ch  a  s tra n g e  
co n tem p t a t a  m o th e r 's  hand , and  e i th e r  m ak e  the  
g round  th e re o f  h is  m a tch in g  in  y o u r b lood, w hich 
you m u s t take  unkindly , o r  ta x  h e r  own judgm en t 
w hich you should  be s o r r y  fo r .  . . .  I  p ro c e ed ed  
fu r th e r ,  g iv ing  h e r  L ad y sh ip  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t 
y o u r L o rd sh ip  fe a re d  a ls o  le s t  u n k in d n ess  m ig h t h e r e ­
a f te r  g ro w  betw een  h e r  hu sb an d  and  h e r  so n  upon the 
m a r r ia g e  a c c o m p lish e d  b e fo re  o r d e r  w e re  d is c r e e t ly  
ta k e n  by  h e r  w isdom  to  p re v e n t the  m o tiv e s  o f d eb a te .

T he C o u n tess  to ld  L o rd  H ow ard  w ith  iro n y  th a t sh e  "hoped h e r  so n  w ould

look fo r  no acco u n t o f h e r  p ro c e e d in g s  in  the c o u rs e  o f m a r r ia g e  th a t

m ad e  h e r  so  g r e a t  a  s t r a n g e r  to  h is  ow n. "

W hen S outham pton  r e tu rn e d  to  London fro m  P a r i s ,  he  w as se n t

to  th e  F le e t ,  and  E s s e x  a s su m e d  th e  ro le  o f m e d ia to r  in  a tte m p tin g  to

so o th e  th e  h o s ti le  fee lin g s  o f m o th e r  and  son . He w ro te  to  th e  young E a r l

th a t  he had  b ee n  to  se e  h is  m o th e r;

I have a c c o rd in g  to  m y p ro m is e  b een  th is  m o rn in g  w ith  
m y L ady  y o u r m o th e r , I have to ld  h e r  how sad  I found 
you, how the g ro u n d s  o f i t  w e re  h e r  u n k in d n ess , th e  
d isc o m fo r t and d isc o n te n tm e n t you took  in  h e r  m a r r ia g e  
and  s c o rn  th a t S ir  W illiam  H a rv e y  should  th in k  to  o ffe r  
any  s c o rn  to  you.

E s s e x  d e s c r ib e d  the  w a rn in g s  he had  g iv en  the  C o u n tess  of fu tu re  tro u b le s

to  en su e  fro m  su c h  a  m a r r ia g e :

I to ld  h e r  if  it had  b een  m in e  ow n ca u se  I  should  have 
a p p reh en d ed  th em  a s  m u ch  a s  you  did, and  I  fo rtif ie d  
m y op in ion  th a t  m is c h ie f  w ould  grow  if  sh e  did not 
p re v e n t it , by m an y  r e a s o n s .  I  m ad e  h e r  s e e  w hat a  
c e r ta in  p i l l a r  and  bu lk  sh e  h ad  to  lean  to  in  hav ing  so  
noble an d  w o rth y  a  son , w hat a  f i r e  w ould be k ind led  
in  h e r  h o u se , if  she  d id  no t s a t is fy  you. . . . ^

^Ibid.. p. 134.
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The fo llow ing d ay  E s s e x  ta lk e d  w ith  S ir  W illiam  H arv ey , and th a t evening

he w ro te  to  Southam pton  in  th e  F le e t  and d e s c r ib e d  th e  m eeting . He had,

he d e c la re d , "d e a lt f r e e ly "  w ith  H arv ey , and  has a c c u se d  h im  of "unkind

and u n m an n e rly  c a r r ia g e "  to w ard  the young E a r l .  H a rv ey  had a n sw e re d

by denying th a t he had sp oken  d is re s p e c tfu l ly  of S outham pton ex cep t "w hen

he w as th re a te n e d . " And he  added  th a t " th ey  th a t w e re  a n g ry  w ithout c a u se ,

m u s t be p le a se d  w ithout a m e n d s . " E s s e x  th en  lo s t h is  te m p e r :

A f te r  I had  to ld  h im  w hat I thought of h is  w o rd s , I  bade 
h im  th in k  a d v ise d ly  now having  g iv en  you ad van tage  a lre a d y , 
and  being  c a u se  of m is c h ie f  to  you, how he did c r o s s  m y 
s o lic ita t io n  of m y  L ady  g iv ing  of s a tis fa c t io n  to  you b e fo re  
she  m a r r ie d ,  fo r  1 d id a s s u r e  my s e l f  th ey  w ould  bo th  re p e n t 
i t .

E s s e x  concluded  h is  le t te r  by s ta tin g  h is  own opinion of H a rv e y 's  in te n tio n s :

He sp eak s  but g e n e ra l ly  th a t he w ill  no t c ro s s  o r  h in d e r  
you, but to  d ea l t r u ly  w ith  y o u r L o rd sh ip , I th in k  he w ill 
n o t th an k  m y L ady fo r  i t  if  she do i t .  I concluded  p la in ly  
w hat he w as to  t r u s t  unto fro m  m e , s in ce  now y o u r L o rd ­
sh ip  and I w e re  th u s  t ie d  one to  th e  o th e r  th a t, w hen I 
w as  a  f r ie n d , I w en t w ith  m y  f r ie n d  a s  f a r  a s  an y  bond 
of honour, n a tu re , o r  r e a s o n  could  t ie  a  m an . ^

T he C o u n te s s ' a c tio n s  w e re  no t s tay e d  by E s s e x  o r  h e r  son . On th e  3 ls t

o f J a n u a ry , 1599, John  C h a m b e rla in  a g a in  sen t new s of the p ro p o sed  m a tc h

to  D udley  C a rle to n , " S ir  W illiam  H a rv e y 's  m a r r ia g e  w ith  the  C o u n tess  of •

8
S outham pton  w hat h a th  b ee n  sm o u ld e rin g  so  long co m es tc  be p u b lish ed . "

^Ib id . , pp. 135-36.

^ C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s , D o m e s tic , 1598-1601, p . 157.
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T h is  q u a r re l  and  th e  u n p le a sa n tn e ss  w h ich  grew  b etw een  th e  E a r l  

of S outham pton  and S ir  W illiam  H a rv ey  s ta r te d  p o ss ib ly  a s  e a r ly  a s  1596.

It p ro v id e d , I th ink, a  s tro n g  m o tiv e  fo r  th e  in tro d u c tio n  of H a rv e y 's  nam e 

in  the H en ry  IV p lay s  a s  one of F a ls ta f f 's  r io to u s  a s s o c ia te s .  S h a k e s p e a re 's  

d evo tion  to  Southam pton ("w hat I have done is  y o u rs , w hat I have to  do is  

y o u rs , being  p a r t  in  a l l  I h av e , d evo ted  y o u rs " )  and  th e  young E a r l 's  love

of th e  p lay s  add s tre n g th  to  th is  c o n je c tu re  th a t S ir  W illiam  H arv ey  w as

9
lam pooned  in  the  com ic  c h a r a c te r  o f B a rd o lfe .

S ir  John  R u s se ll  w as th e  e ld e s t  son  of F r a n c is ,  seco n d  E a r l  of

B edfo rd , one of E liz a b e th 's  s ta u n c h e s t P r o te s ta n t  p e e r s .  Jo h n  w as k ille d

10
a c c id e n tly  in  a  S cotch  b o rd e r  in c id e n t in  1585. T he a p p e a ra n c e  of h is  

n am e in  th e  e a r ly  v e rs io n s  of S h a k e s p e a re 's  H e n ry  IV p lay s  s e e m s  to  have 

b een  p lanned  to  annoy h is  w idow, th e  s in g u la r  and  ex ceed in g ly  v o lub le  L ady  

E liz a b e th  R u sse ll ,  the  a u th o r  and p ro m o te r  of th e  fam ous p e titio n  of N o ­

v e m b e r, 1596, w hich w as s ig n ed  by th e  r e s id e n ts  of B la c k f r ia r s  and  s e n t 

to  th e  p r iv y  C ouncil to  p re v e n t th e  opening of th e  th e a te r  w h ich  J a m e s  

B u rb ag e  w as c o n s tru c tin g  in  th e  old P a r l ia m e n t c h a m b e r  th a t lay  b e tw een  

L o rd  C o b h am 's  ro o m s on th e  n o r th  and  G eo rg e  C a r e y 's  ro o m s  on th e  so u th .

Q
A fte r  th e i r  r e tu r n  fro m  I re la n d  in  1599 S outham pton  and R u tlan d  

w e re  d e s c r ib e d  a s  n e v e r  com ing  to  C o u rt but " p a s s  aw ay  th e  t im e  m e re ly  
in  going to  p lay s  e v e ry  day . " C o llin s , II, 132.

^^W. C. D ick inson , "T he  D ea th  of L o rd  R u s se ll ,  1585, " S c o ttish  
H is to r ic a l  R ev iew . XX (1922-23), 181-86 .
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Lady R u s s e l l 's  London h o u se  w as on W a te r  L ane ju s t  n o r th  of th e s e  

" fa y e r  g re a t  e d if ic e s "  w h ich  housed  the  f o rm e r  P a r l ia m e n t  c h a m b e r  and  

th e  dw ellings of C obham  an d  C a re y , and  i t  w as she it s e e m s  who sp o n so re d  

th e  co m p la in t w hich  te m p o ra r i ly  s ta y e d  th e  p la n s  o f J a m e s  B u rb ag e  and 

L o rd  H u n sd o n 's  p la y e rs ,  w ith  whom  o f c o u r s e  S h a k e sp e a re  w as a s s o c ia te d .   ̂  ̂

We know th a t on the  4th o f F e b ru a ry ,  1596, J a m e s  B u rb ag e  paid  

600 pounds to  S ir  W illiam  M o re  fo r  th e  old P a r l ia m e n t  c h a m b e r  in  B la c k ­

f r i a r s .  T h is  w as th e  sa m e  sp ace  th a t  F a r  ra n t,  H unnis, E v a n s , Lyly, 

and  O xford  had  le a sed  and  su b le a se d  b e tw een  1576 and 1584 fo r  th e  p r a c t ic e  

ro o m s  and  p e r fo rm a n c e s  o f  the b o y s ' c o m p a n ie s . T he f r ic t io n  d u rin g  th is  

p e r io d  had  c re a te d  te n s io n s  in  B la c k f r ia r s ,  and  the  in h a b ita n ts  seem  to  

hav e  un ited  in  sign ing  th e  p e tit io n  of 1596 to  k eep  th e  p la y e rs  out of th e  

d i s t r i c t .  T he p e titio n  c ite d  " lew d" c ro w d s  and  d a n g e rs  of th e  p lague a s  

re a s o n s  fo r  co m p la in t:

One B u rb ag e  h a s  la te ly  bought ro o m s  n e a r  L o rd  H u n sd o n 's , 
and  is  co n v ertin g  th e m  in to  a  co m m o n  p lay h o u se , w h ich  w ill 
be a  g r e a t  annoyance  to  the n e ig h b o rh o o d , b e c a u se  o f th e  
g a th e r in g  of v a g ra n t and  lewd p e r s o n s ,  on  p re te n c e  o f com ing  
to  th e  p la y s ; b e c a u se  o f i ts  m ak in g  th e  p la c e  to o  popu lous, 
in  c a se  o f a  r e tu rn  o f th e  s ic k n e s s ;  and  b e c a u se  th e  p la y ­
h o u se  being  n e a r  th e  ch u rch , th e  d ru m s  and  tru m p h e ts  w ill 
d is tu r l^ d iv in e  s e r v ic e .  T h e re  h a s  no t b e fo re  b een  any  
^ u b lic _ / p lay h o u se  in  th e  p r e c in c ts ,  bu t now th a t th e  L o rd

^ ^ E .K . C h a m b e rs , T he E liz a b e th a n  S tag e , II, 195. 

^ ^ Ib id ., n ,  503.
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M ayor h as  b an ish e d  the  p la y e rs  fro m  th e  c ity , th ey  
p lan t th e m se lv e s  in  th e  l ib e r t ie s .  . . .1 3

The f i r s t  two s ig n a tu re s  on th e  p e titio n  w e re  th o se  of E liz a b e th  R u s s e ll

and G eorge , L o rd  H unsdon. S c h o la rs  hav e  b een  p u zz le d  by G eo rg e

C a re y 's  s ig n a tu re , fo r  in  N o v em b er, 1596, h e  w as th e  p a tro n  of th e

a c tin g  com pany  w hich  p lanned  to  occupy th e  new  B u rb ag e  th e a te r  in

B la c k f r ia r s .  We know th a t th e  p lan s  fo r  th e  new th e a te r  w e re  m ad e  and

th e  p u rc h a se  co m p le ted  in  F e b r u a ry  of 1596 w hen th e  old  L o rd  H unsdon,

G e o rg e 's  fa th e r ,  had  been  L o rd  C h a m b e rla in  and p a tro n  of S h a k e s p e a re 's

com pany . But H en ry , L o rd  H unsdon, d ied  on the 22nd of Ju ly , 1596, and

th e  th e a te r s  in  London w e re  o rd e re d  c lo se d  the  s a m e  day . T he f o r m e r

L ord  C h a m b e r la in 's  p la y e rs  w en t on to u r  d u rin g  the  re m a in in g  s u m m e r

and e a r ly  fa ll  m o n th s , re tu rn in g  to  London in  la te  a u tu m n  fo r  C o u rt p e r -

14fo rm a n c e s  d u rin g  the  C h r is tm a s  se a so n . G eo rg e  C a re y , the  new  L ord  

H unsdon, owned th e  ro o m s  a d ja c e n t on th e  sou th  to  th e  old P a r l ia m e n t  

c h a m b e r . A lthough  h e  w as now th e  p a tro n  of h is  f a th e r 's  a c tin g  com pany, 

he s e e m s  not to 'h a v e  re l is h e d  lis te n in g  e ac h  n igh t to  th e  tu rm o il  o f  the  

b a ttle  o f B o sw o rth  F ie ld  o r  C a d e 's  re b e ll io n  th ro u g h  one p a r tit io n in g  w a ll. 

N e e d le s s  to  say , in  1596 L o rd  H u n sd o n 's  p la y e r s  w e re  s im p ly  L o rd  H u n s­

d o n 's  p la y e rs  and not y e t th e  co m p an y  of E n g la n d 's  g r e a te s t  and  m o s t 

im m o rta l  b a rd .

^^ C a len d a r o f S ta te  P a p e r s . D o m e s tic , 1595-1597 , p . 310; s e e  a lso  
T he E liz a b e th a n  S tag e , IV, 31 9 -2 0 .

^^The E lizabethan  Stage, II, 321.
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L ady E liz a b e th  R u s s e ll ,  D o w ag er, w as , one m ig h t say , an  

a r i s to c r a t i c  te rm a g a n t  - - a  w om an  of in te llig e n c e  who so  d o m in e e re d  

h e r  a c q u a in te n c e s  and  k in  th a t  e v e ry o n e  in  London, fro m  Q ueen to  lodge 

p o r te r ,  r a n  to  avo id  h e r .  H e r  r e c e n t  b io g ra p h e r  d e s c r ib e s  h e r  w ith  

ac id  pen:

She w as f re e  to  in te r f e r e  w ith  e v e ry b o d y 's  b u s in e s s , 
to  po in t out e v e ry b o d y 's  fa u lts  and  h e r  own v ir tu e s ,  
to  lay  abou t h e r  r ig h t and  le ft, to  le t h e r  p e rs o n a l i ty  
r ip , u n in h ib ited , r e le a s e d ,  w ithou t f e a r  o r  c o n s id e r ­
a tio n , like so m e  r ic h , r a n k  v e g e ta tio n  runn ing  to  se e d  
w ith  a n  a c r id  o d o u r in  th e  a i r .  She w as one of th o se  
old w om en: a  p e r fe c t  sp e c im e n  of th e  fe m a le  e g o tis t ,  
d o m in e e rin g , no t w ithou t h e r  good q u a lit ie s  - - p le n ty  
of co u ra g e  an d  a lw ay s  r e a d y  to  s te p  in to  any  b re a c h  - -  
w hom  e v e ry o n e  c o n s p ire s  to  c irc u m v e n t s in c e  th e r e  
is  no dea lin g  w ith  th em , h en ce  o ften  ch eck ed , n e v e r  
w ho lly  d e fe a te d . S ince sh e  w as l i t e r a te  and  v e ry  e x ­
p r e s s iv e  sh e  s ta n d s  out n ak ed  in  h e r  le t t e r s ,  fu lly  
re v e a le d .

If th e  a p p e a ra n c e  of S ir  Jo h n  R u s s e l l 's  n a m e  in  th e  s ta g e  p la y s  o f th e  L o rd  

C h a m b e r la in 's  m en  w as  m ea n t to  i r r i t a t e  L ady  R u s s e ll ,  th a t  s e e m s  to  have 

been  only  th e  beg inn ing  o f th e  s a t i r i c  lam poon ing  a im e d  a t  th is  lady in  the  

H en ry  IV p la y s . I w ould like to  su g g e s t th a t  L ady  R u s s e l l 's  o v e rb e a r in g  

m a n n e r is m s , h e r  p re te n tio u s  in te lle c tio n , h e r  q u a r r e l  w ith  W illiam , L o rd  

C obham , in  1595, an d  th e  g o s s ip  th a t  h e r  d a u g h te r  B e ss  w ould  m a r r y  H en ry , 

L o rd  C obham , in  1597, h av e  a n  im p o r ta n t  b e a r in g  on th e  c re a t io n  of th a t 

w ondrous and  vo lub le  c h a r a c te r .  M is t r e s s  Q uick ly , h o s te s s  and  f r ie n d  of 

S ir  John F a ls ta f f .

L . R ow se, T h e  E liz a b e th a n  P a s t  (London: M a c m illa n  and
Company, 1951), p. 29.
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Lady R u s s e l l 's  d o u r  c h a r a c te r  w as p e rh a p s  cau sed  by th e  m i s ­

fo rtu n e  th a t h ad  o v e r ta k e n  h e r ,  o r  p e rh a p s  m is fo r tu n e  had o v e r ta k e n  h e r  

b e ca u se  of th e  d o u rn e ss  - - i t  is  d iff ic u lt to  say . She w as one o f th e  th re e  

fo rm id a b le  d a u g h te rs  of S ir  A nthony C ooke. H e r  s i s t e r s  had  m a r r ie d  

L o rd  B u rg h ley  and  S ir  N ich o las  B acon; a l l  had  b een  tra in e d  in  c la s s ic a l  

le a rn in g , and a l l  w e re  a g g re s s iv e  and  d e te rm in e d  w om en. E liz a b e th  

m a r r ie d  S ir  T h o m as Hoby, t r a n s la to r  of C a s t ig l io n e 's  II C o r te g ia n o , in  

1558. T h o m as Hoby and W illiam  and  John  B ro o k e  w e re  f r ie n d s  and had 

b e e n  to g e th e r  in  S tra s b u rg  a s  s tu d e n ts  of M a rtin  B u c e r  in  th e i r  youth.

In 1560 L o rd  C obham  v is i te d  th e  Hoby c o u n try  h o m e a t B ish am  w ith  the  

M arq u is  o f N o rth am p to n , L o rd  H en ry  S eym our, th e  L ad ie s  J a n e  S ey m o u r 

an d  K a th e rin e  G rey , and o th e r s .  E liz a b e th  Hoby a c co m p a n ied  h e r  h u sb an d  

to  P a r i s  w hen he  w as ap p o in ted  E n g lish  A m b a s sa d o r  to  F r a n c e  by Q ueen 

E liz a b e th , but S ir  T h o m as d ied  of th e  p lague a f t e r  tw o y e a r s  s e rv ic e ,  and 

h is  young w idow  b ro u g h t h is  body hom e and in te r r e d  it  a t B ish am  in  a n  

a la b a s te r  to m b  ad o rn e d  w ith  h e r  own G re e k  and  L a tin  v e r s e s .  W illiam  

C e c il  o ffe red  th e  r ic h  young widow a s  a  w ife to  th e  Duke of N o rfo lk  in  1570

to  re lie v e  the  D uke of th e  p r e s s u r e  o f d e b ts  and  th e  a t t r a c t io n s  of th e  Q ueen

17of S co ts , but N o rfo lk  d e c lin ed . B u rg h le y 's  w idow ed s i s te r - in - la w  did

r e m a r r y  in  a  few  y e a r s  w hen  she  a c c e p te d  th e  p ro p o s a l of L o rd  R u s se ll ,

^ ^ Ib id .. p . 21.

^^T he P o l i t ic a l  H is to ry  of E n g lan d , VI, 298.
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h e i r  to  th e  B ed fo rd  e a r ld o m . But m is fo r tu n e  con tinued  to  p lague h e r

s te p s ; h e r  tw o R u s s e ll  c h i ld re n  w e re  d a u g h te rs ,  and  h e r  husband  w as

k illed  w hile  th e  E a r l ,  h is  f a th e r ,  w as liv ing  so  th a t E liz a b e th  R u s s e ll

n e v e r  b e ca m e  a  C o u n te ss  n o r  did she hav e  a  son  to  in h e r it  the  t i t l e .  She

took  d o u r ly  to  h e r  w idow 's  w eed s , and sh e  s e t  abou t to  p lace  th e  expense

1 ftof th e  c a r e  and  ed u ca tio n  of h e r  d a u g h te rs  on th e  Q ueen. H e r  co n stan t 

and in te rm in a b le  le t t e r s  to  B u rg h ley  a r e  e x ta n t in  th e  S a lisb u ry  M anu­

s c r ip ts  a t  H a tfie ld  H ouse, an d  a  n u m b er o f them  re m a in  am ong th e  S tate  

P a p e r s .  She w as involved  c o n s ta n tly  in  litig a tio n , and  she s u p e rv is e d  h e r  

leg a l a f f a i r s  w ith  an  a u th o r ita t iv e  hand . H e r  v o c a b u la ry  is  re p le te  w ith 

le g a l t e r m s ,  L a tin is m s , an d  r h e to r ic a l  c l ic h e s ,  and  h e r  pen, like  h e r  

p e rs o n a li ty , w as both  f lo r id  and  b lun t.

In  1593 L ady R u s s e ll  w as  s t i l l  fig h tin g  fo r  a  g r e a te r  s h a re  of the 

B edfo rd  e s ta te  fo r  h e r  tw o d a u g h te rs , and  in  one le t t e r  to  B u rg h ley  she

dem anded  th a t  " th e  ju d g es  op in ions be d e liv e re d  s in g u la tim  to  H e r M a je s ty 's  

19own s e lf .  " She a c te d  fre q u e n tly  a s  in te rm e d ia ry  fo r  p e rso n s  seek in g

fa v o rs  f ro m  B u rg h ley  and  h is  son  R o b e rt C e c il. She in s is te d  th a t h e r

co u sin , M o rr ic e ,  be m ad e  M a s te r  o f th e  R o lls ;^ ^  and  she  p ro voked  the

E a r l  o f O xford  to  a n g e r  by  m ed d lin g  in  th e  f in a n c ia l a r ra n g e m e n ts  betw een

21E liz a b e th  Y e re  and  th e  E a r l  o f D erb y . She w as m o s t fo rw a rd  in  

18C alendar of S a lisb u ry  M an u scrip ts. IV, 460.

^^Ibid.. IV, 461.

^ ° I b id . . IV, 460. 

2 l l b i d . , V, 181;
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2?
re p rim a n d in g  E s s e x  fo r  h is  p re su m e d  a d u lte ry . "" And she  d escen d ed  fu ll 

fo rc e  on A nthony B acon  fo r  h is  u n fa ith fu ln ess  to  h is  k in  by h is  f r ie n d s h ip  

w ith  E s s e x . She u rg e d  h e r  c r ip p le  son, S ir  P o s th u m o u s  Hoby, " to  

s te a l  aw ay  by fo rc e "  th e  young widow  of W a lte r  D ev e reu x , and  she  s u c ­

ceed ed  in  th is  e n d e av o r w hen th e  young lady  w as w idow ed the seco n d  tim e

24by the  d ea th  of T h o m as S idney . L ady  R u s s e ll  h au led  h e r  n e ig h b o rs , 

th e  L o v e la c e s , in to  th e  S ta r  C h a m b e r  fo r  fo rc ib ly  e n te r in g  h e r  lodge a t  

W in d so r and  cau s in g  "fou l r io ts  a g a in s t  h e r .  " (She had  locked  up tw o of 

th e i r  s e rv a n ts  who had  "b eh av ed  lew dly" to  h e r .  She dem anded  th a t 

th e  E a r l  of K ent be m ad e  L o rd  P r e s id e n t  of th e  N o rth  to  r e p la c e  H u n tin g ­

don, bu t she  in s is te d  th a t  B u rg h ley  k eep  h e r  e n d o rse m e n t s e c r e t  " fo r  he 

is  a  w id o w er and  I am  a  w idow . She took  Judge Gawdy to  t a s k  in  no 

u n c e r ta in  te r m s  fo r  " c o m m ittin g  h e r  m an "  in  th e  l ib e r ty  o f B la c k f r ia r s ,

and  she  in fo rm e d  th is  C h ie f J u s t ic e  th a t she  stood  a s  m u ch  upon h e r  lo y a lty

27and  re p u ta tio n  a s  he d id  h is .  She w ro te  S ir  R o b e r t C e c il  in  1595 th a t  

22W a lte r  B o u rc h ie r  D e v e reu x , L iv es  and  L e t te r s  o f th e  D e v e re u x . 
E a r l s  o f E s s e x  (2 v o lu m e s; London: Jo h n  M u rra y , 1853), I, 289.

^ % i d . . I, 297.

24
C o llin s , I, 357, 361.

^^ C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s . D o m e s tic . 1591-1594 , p . 379.

26
C a le n d a r  o f S a lisb u ry  M a n u s c r ip ts . VI, 31.

27H is to r ic a l  M a n u sc r ip ts  C o m m iss io n  R e p o r t , VIII, A ppendix ,
P a r t  2, p . 158.
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she had caugh t th e  Q ueen  " a s  H er M a je s ty  w as going to  G od 's  h o u se , no t

being ab le  th ro u g h  m a lic e  to  see  h e r  face  e ls e , " and in  sp ite  o f h e r  w e a lth

she s igned  h e r  le t te r  "by  y o u r aun t th a t h a th  not above 600 pounds de

c la ro  in  the  w o rld  to  liv e  on left, E liz a b e th  R u s se ll ,  th a t liv e th  in  s c o rn

of d isd a in , m a lic e , and r a n c o u r , fe a rin g , s e rv in g , and depend ing  only

28upon God and  m y S o v e re ig n . "

T he m o s t d e s c r ip t iv e  ev idence  w e have o f E liz a b e th  R u s s e l l 's  

c h a r a c te r is t ic  b eh av io r is  th a t g iven  in  th e  r e p o r t  of th e  S ta r  C h am b er 

c a s e  in  w hich  she  sued  th e  L o rd  A d m ira l, E a r l  of N o ttingham , fo r  "fow l 

r io t s "  a g a in s t h e r  s e rv a n ts  a t D onnington C a s tle . T h is  o c c u r re d  in  1606 

w hen the  L o rd  A d m ira l 's  m e n  took  the  C a s tle  by fo rc e .  Lady R u s s e ll  

co m p la in ed  f i r s t  to  King J a m e s  th en  to  the  c o u r ts  and f in a lly  to  the  S ta r  

C h a m b e r. In th is  h ig h e s t c o u r t  she  o u t- ta lk e d  h e r  own c o u n se l and  i n t e r ­

ru p ted  th e  ju d g es:

. . . but th e  L adye, in te r ru p tin g e  th em , d e s y re d  to  be 
h e a rd e , & a f te r  m an y  d en y a lls  by th e  C o u rte , vy o len te  lye 
& w ith  g re a te  a u d a c itie  beganne a  la rg e  d is c o u rs e ,  & 
w oulde not by an y  m e a n e s  be s ta y e d  n o r  in te r ru p te d , bu t 
w ente one fo r  th e  sp ac e  of h a lfe  a n  how r e  o r  m o re ; & in  
h e r  beg inn inge o f h e r  sp each e  ex cep ted  a g a in s t  m y  Lo. 
of N ottingham  f o r  th a t  he had  no t a u n sw e a re d  upon h is  
o a th e , but upon h is  h o n o r. . . . T hen  sh ee  did w ith  
b i t te rn e s ,  o b jec te  th a t  m y Lo. A d m ira  11 in  th e  begynninge 
of h is  a u n sw e a re  h ad  denyed h e r  to  be L adye D o w ag er to  
the  Lo. R u sse  lie , & th a t he knew e none su ch e : fo r  sh ee  
sayde  sh ee  had  b en e  Lady D o w ag er b e fo re  N o ttingham  w a s ,
& th a t  i f  th e  L o rd e  R u ss  e lle  had  lyved, bo the fo r  w o rth e , 
h o n o r, & ju d g em en te , he had  f a r r e  e x ce lled  the  Lo. of 
N o ttingham . . . .

28 Calendar of State P a p e r s . D o m estic . 1595-1597 , pp. 147-48.
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T he Lady R u s s e l l 's  t i r a d e  con tinued  to  som e length ; she  d e c la re d  th a t

th e  L o rd  A d m ira l  had  s to le n  th e  C a s tle  f ro m  h e r ,  fo r  she  had  h ad  it a s

a  g ift fro m  Q ueen  E liz a b e th , e tc . In  v a in  the ju d g es  t r ie d  to  s to p  h e r :

The L o rd e s  se^verallye h e reu p o n  w oulde have s tay d e  
h e r ,  & m uche d is ta s te d  th e is e  fonde sp e e c h e s , but 
sh ee  s t i l l  w ente one, & a l l  the  C o u rte  & p re s e n c e , 
m u rm u rin g e  & m ak in g e  g re a te  n o y se , gyvinge no e a re  
to  any  th in g e  shee  say d e , h e r  owne C o u n se lle  goinge 
fro m  th e  b a r r e  a l ls o ;  ye t sh ee  w en te  one w ithou t any  
chaunge, o r  any  w aye ab ash ed  a t  a l l ,  in  a  v e ry e  boulde 
& s to u te  m a n n e r , w ithou te  any  she  we of any  d is te m p e r -  
a tu r e ,  o r  any  loude sp eak in g e , bu t shew inge a  v e ry  g r e a te  
s p ir i te  & a n  undaun ted  C o u rag e , o r  r a th e r  w ill, m o re  
th en  w o m an lik e , w hose rev en g e  by h e r  tongue sem ed  
to  be th e  su m m e of h e r  d e s y re ;  in  a  m e a n e r  p e rso n a g e  
it  is  u su a lly e  te rm e d  'm a l l ic e ' & 'en v y e , ' bu t in  h e r , 
beinge h o n o ra b le , le a rn e d , & indued w ith  m an y  e x ­
c e lle n te  g u y fte s , w ee g ra c e  it  w ith  'a  g r e a t  s p ir i te ,  ' 
w h ich  I  f e a re  the w o rld e  co n ceav e th e  to  be m o re  then  
b le m y sh e d , if  not u t te r  lye ex tin g u ish ed , w ith  e x tre a m e  
p ry d e .

F in a l ly  the  L o rd  C h a n c e llo r  edged  in  a  w o rd  to  in fo rm  L ady R u s s e l l  th a t

none below  th e  ra n k  o f a n  E a r l 's  w ife w as p ro p e r ly  d e s ig n a te d  a s  "d o w ag er. "

. . .  upon th a t sh ee  p lucked  h im  by th e  c lo ak e , & to ld e  
h im  th e  law e w as o th e rw y se  b e fo re  he w as b o rn e : he, 
m uch  m is ly k in g  of th a t  u sag e , to ld e  h e r  in  m a n n e r  of a  
re p ro ffe  th a t i t  w as n e v e r  o ffe red  to  th e  C o u rte  b e fo re , 
su ch  v io len te  in te r ru p tio n  of any  Judge in  d e ly v e rin g e  
h is  s e n te n c e  w hen th e y  had  bene fo rm e r ly e  h e a rd e , & 
bidde h e r  fo rb e a re ,  & h e a re  h im , " fo r , " say d e  h ee ,
" th e  L o . R u ss  e lle , y o u r  h u sb an d e , w as a  nob le  g e n tle ­
m an, bu t i l l  b e se e m in g e  you w ith  so  m an y  unA ttinge 
d e tra c t io n s  to  c o m p a re  h im  to  th e  E a r le  of N o ttingham ;
& he dyed in  h is  f a th e r 's  ly fe tim e , so  you C oulde not 
be L ady  D ow ager, fo r  y o u r h u sb an d e  w as n e v e r  E a r le .  "

T he c a s e  w as d ec id ed  in  fa v o r  of the  L o rd  A d m ira l, and  th e  ju d g e s  " a l l

w yshed  i t  had  b en e  ended, & n e v e r  b ro u g h te  to  th is ,  a l l  condem ninge
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29g re a te  lye th e  p ry d e  & w y llfu lln es  o f the  p la in te ff . "

T h is  b r ie f  r e s u m e  r e v e a ls  so m eth in g  of the c h a r a c te r  of th e  L ady

who h ead ed  the l is t  o f p e t i t io n e rs  in  B la c k f r ia r s  in  N o v em b er, 1596.

L ike m an y  E liz a b e th a n s , she  w as c o n s ta n tly  invo lved  in  litig a tio n  to  s e e k

ju s t ic e  fo r  th e  w rong  done h e r  by s t r a n g e r s  and  f r ie n d s .  H e r  p a r t ic u la r

q u a r r e l  w ith  W illiam , L o rd  C obham , o c c u r re d  Ihte in  1595. H e r  h o u se

in  B la c k f r ia r s  w as but a  few s te p s  up  W a te r  L ane fro m  L o rd  C o b h am ‘s

ro o m s . W h eth e r h e r  u n h ap p in ess  w as c o n c e rn e d  w ith  a d d itio n a l sp ace

in  B la c k f r ia r s  o r  w ith  som e o th e r  ho u se  in  London I do  no t know, but sh e

th re a te n e d  L o rd  C obham  w ith  the  S ta r  C h am b er fo r  h is  unkind u sage  of

h e r  an d  h e r  d a u g h te rs :

You sa id  a  y e a r  ago  th a t you  w ould n o t be m y  d a u g h te r s ' 
te n a n t w ithout m y  good w ill, but b ro k e  y o u r  p r o m is e .
I d id  no t th in k  you  w ould s e t  a g a in s t L ad y  W arw ick  and  
m y  d a u g h te rs , th ey  be^ng so  n e a r  the Q ueen . Y o u th e n  
p ro m is e d  to  d is c h a rg e  y o u r s e lf  of the h o u se , b u t I find 
you  hav e  put in  tw o of y o u r own m e n  to  keep  p o s s e s s io n ;  
y o u r  fa th e r  w ould not have th u s  a c te d  a g a in s t  a n y  o f m in e .
Y our m o tiv e  canno t be a ffe c tio n  to  th e  L o rd  T r e a s u r e r  
o r  L o rd  B u rg h ley ; but so m eth in g  y e t c o n c ea led , th a t  m u s t 
a p p e a r  on the  t r i a l  a s  to  who is  to  b e a r  th e  lo ss  o f 800 
pounds a r r e a r s  o f re n t  f o r  e ig h t y e a r s ;  you o ffe r  re n t ,  
bu t i t  is  re fu se d , a s  no le a s e  h a s  b een  ack n o w led g ed . I 
th in k  th e  Q ueen w ill not s u f fe r  th e  v irg in s  th a t s e rv e  h e r  
to  be w ronged .

T h is  q u a r r e l  m ay  w e ll have s e rv e d  the  d r a m a t is t  a s  in ce n tiv e  w hen h e  w as  

w ritin g  th e  scen e  in  w h ich  M is t r e s s  Q u ick ly  s e e k s  ju s t ic e  b y  e n te r in g  h e r

29 Jo h n  H aw ard e , L es  R e p o r te s  d e l Caises in  C a m e ra  S te l la ta , 
1593-1609. ed . W illiam  P a le y  B aildon  (London: n . p . , 1894), pp . 27 1 -7 7 .

^°C alendar of State P a p e r s . 1595-1597 . p . 147.
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"ex tio n "  in  c o u r t  and s e rv in g  n o tice  on F a ls ta f f  w ith  Fang  and S n a re , the 

o ff ic e rs  o f the law, ( P a r t  2, I I .  i) .  L ady R u s s e l l 's  m isu n d e rs ta n d in g  w ith  

L ord  Cobham  s e e m s  to  have been  s e tt le d  b e fo re  1597, fo r  R ow land W hite 

noted in  M arc h  of th a t y e a r  th a t  H en ry , the  new lo rd  C obham , w as e x ­

p ec ted  to  m a r r y  " M rs . R u s s e ll  o f th e  P r iv y  C h a m b e r . T h is  w as B e ss , 

Lady R u s s e l l 's  e ld e r  d a u g h te r . T he young la d y 's  n am e  had  a ls o  b een  

linked w ith  th e  n am e s  of E s s e x  and  S ir  R o b e rt C e c il .  She m a r r i e d  no one, 

fo r  two w eeks a f te r  th e  w edding of h e r  s i s t e r  A nne to  L ord  H e rb e r t ,  the 

E a r l  o f W o r c e s te r 's  son , in  1600, sh e  w as d ead . B oth Row land W hite

and John  C h a m b e rla in  d e s c r ib e d  th e  " g re a t  w edd ing" w hich  L ady  R u s s e ll

32planned fo r  A nne. T he Q ueen a tte n d ed  th e  c e re m o n y  and f e s t iv i t ie s .

G h e e ra e r t 's  fam o u s p ic tu re  of Q ueen  E liz a b e th  be in g  b o rn e  by s ix  o f h e r

c o u r t ie r s  in  a  c o v e re d  c h a i r  of s ta te  w as p a in ted  a t  th is  w edd ing . Lady

R u s s e l l 's  l e t t e r  to  C e c il c o n c e rn in g  th e  even t is  ex tan t; sh e  in v ited  h im

to  com e p lay  h o s t  a t  the  w edding  and  to  b rin g  L o rd  T h o m as H ow ard  and

H enry , L ord  C obham , "b e in g  o f o u r  b lood" and  L o rd  C o b h am 's  s e rv a n ts

33needed  " to  b r in g  up m e a t.  "

31
C o llin s , H, 26.

^^Ib id . . II, 204; T h e  L e t te r s  of John  C h a m b e rla in , ed . N. E . 
M cC lu re  (2 v o lu m es; P h ila d e lp h ia : T he A m e r ic a n  P h ilo so p h ic a l S ocie ty ,
1939), I, 99.

33Calendar of Sa lisb u ry  M an u scrip ts, X, 176.
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T he c h a r a c te r  of D o ll T e a rs h e e t  is  added  to  th e  d r a m a tis  p e rso n a e  

of P a r t  2 o f H enry  IV . If th is  c h a r a c te r  w as m ean t a s  a  c a r ic a tu r e  of 

young B e ss  RcAssell, th e n  we h av e  an o th e r  b it of ev id en ce  w hich  su g g e s ts  

th a t P a r t  2 w as w r itte n  in  th e  sp rin g  of 1597 a f te r  th e  d ea th  of L o rd  C ob­

ham  on M a rch  6. In th is  m on th  the  C ourt g o s s ip s  p ro p o se d  to  m a r r y  

B ess  and  th e  new L o rd  C obham . T he s a t i r i c a l  a t ta c k  on th e  C obham s, 

v ia  F a ls ta f f ,  re m a in e d  unchanged  in  the d ra m a , but to  b r in g  th e  a t ta c k  

to  m o re  p o in ted n ess  the  y o u n g er w om an s e e m s  to  have b een  c re a te d  to  

keep  th e  to p ic a l a llu s io n s  f r e s h  and  in c is iv e .

O ne b r ie f  a l lu s io n  to  the  re c e n t P u r i ta n  c o n tro v e rs y  is  to  be found 

in  M is t r e s s  Q u ick ly 's  r e m a rk  ab o u t h e r  m in is te r .  M a s te r  D um be, having  

been  to  v is i t  h e r  ( P a r t  2, I I .  i v .  95). T h is  is  a n  u n o b tru s iv e  line to  the 

m o d e rn  r e a d e r ,  but " M a s te r  D um be" w as a  s a t i r i c a l  e p ith e t m ad e  f a m il ia r  

to  the E liz a b e th a n s  by  th e  fam o u s E p is t le  o f  M a rtin  M a rp re la te  (1588).

In th is  in i t ia l  p am p h le t o f th e  P u r i ta n  à tta c k  on th e  b ish o p s  of th e  e s ta b ­

lish ed  c h u rc h , the  t i t le  " M a s te r  D um be Jo h n "  w as g iv en  to  Jo h n  A y lm e r , 

B ishop  o f London (1577-1594). T he M a rp re la te  a u th o r  u se d  th e  te r m  a  

n u m b er o f  t im e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rk , but one p a ssa g e  in  p a r t ic u la r  w as 

ab u siv e  w ith  th e  d e r is iv e  t i t le :

W ell nowe to  m in e  e lo q u en ce , fo r I c a n  doe it  I  t e l l  you.
W ho m ade th e  p o r te r  o f  h is  g a te  a  dum b m in is te r ?
D um b John  of London. Who ab u se th  h e r  M a je s tie s  
su b je c ts  in  u rg in g  th em  to  su b sc r ib e  c o n tr a ry  to  law e?
Jo h n  of London. Who a b u se th  the  h ig h  c o m m iss io n , a s  
m u ch  a s  an y ?  John  of London. . . . Who is  a  c a r n a l l  
d e fe n d e r  of th e  b re a c h e  o f the  Sabboth in  a l l  th e  p la c e s
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of h is  ab o d e?  Jo h n  of L ondon. . . . Who go eth  to  bow les 
upon th e  S abbo th? D um be d u n s tic a ll  Jo h n  of good London, 
h a th  done a l l  th is .

In  the  m a rg in  is  p r in te d , "H e m ak e  you  w e a ry  of it dum be John , ex cep t 

you leav e  p e rs e c u tin g . " T he P u r i ta n s  b e liev ed  in  p re a c h in g  p a s to r s ,  and  

th e  fa c t th a t  th e  b ish o p s  d id  no t p r e a c h  and re fu s e d  to  lic e n se  th e  n o n ­

c o n fo rm is t p r e a c h e r s  w as  one c a u se  of th e  M a rp re la te  a f f a i r .  T he B ishop  

o f W in c h e s te r  in  h is  a n s w e r  to  th e  E p is t le  re p r im a n d e d  th e  a u th o r  b e c a u se  

"h e  c o u r s e th  th e  B ishop  o f London w ith  th e  lew de ly ing E p ith e te  of D um be 

John , fe tch ed  I canno t t e l l  fro m  w hat g r o s s e  c o n c e ite , " but, a s  he

su p p o sed , i t  a r o s e  fro m  th e  fa c t th a t  A ly m e r  did not p re a c h  a s  o ften  a s

35th e  "bab b lin g  c re w e . " Lady R u s s e ll  m ed d led  w ith  c h u rc h  a f f a i r s  a s

w e ll a s  w ith  e v e ry  o th e r  c a te g o ry  o f E liz a b e th a n  g o v e rn m e n t. In  1595

sh e  w as p a r t ic u la r ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  b ad g e rin g  B u rg h ley  and  R o b e rt C e c il

to  re c o m m e n d  h e r  ca n d id a te  fo r  ap p o in tm en t to  th e  B ish o p ric  o f D u rh a m .

W h eth e r th e  c le rg y  a g re e d  w ith  h e r  e f fo r ts  to  p re v e n t the a c to r s  fro m

e n te r in g  B la c k f r ia r s  o r  not, we do no t know . P o s s ib ly  th ey  to o  found the
%

tru m p e ts  and  d ru m s  annoying  to  d iv ine  s e rv ic e s .

The a t ta c k  on the  C obham  fa c tio n  w hich  w e find  in  S h a k e s p e a re 's

^ ^ M artin  P r e la te ,  T he E p is t le , ed . E d w ard  A r b e r  (London: 
E n g lish  S c h o la r 's  L ib ra ry ,  1880), p . 19.

T h o m as C o o p e r , A n A d m o n itio n  to  th e  P eo p le  o f E n g lan d  
(London: E n g lis h  S c h o la r 's  L ib ra ry ,  1883), p . 46 .

^^C alendar of S a lisb u ry  M an u scrip ts. V, 121-22 .
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H en ry  IV and H en ry  VI p la y s  w as not a n  iso la te d  a f fa ir ;  in  fa c t, if  m o re  

of th e  a l le g o ry  o f the  E liz a b e th a n  d ra m a  and v e r s e  s a t i r e s  w as u n d e r ­

s tood , I b e liev e  it  w ould r e v e a l  th a t a  n u m b e r  o f th e  w r i te r s  of th e  E l iz a ­

b e th an  ag e  sp en t som e t im e  in  lam pooning  th a t  fa m ily . H en ry  C obham  

w as in  a l l  p ro b a b ili ty  n e a r  the  t ru th  w hen he re m a rk e d  th a t h is  fa m ily  

w as the  m o s t m a lig n ed  in  E n g lan d . Tw o e x a m p le s  o f th e  c irc u m a m b ie n c e  

of th is  s a t i r e  on the  C obham s can  be found in  B en J o n so n 's  E v e ry  M an In 

H is H u m o u r and  T h o m as N a s h e 's  L en te n  S tu ffe . o r  P r a i s e  of th e  Red 

H e r r in g , a t ta c k s  w hich  se e m  to  have lau n ch ed  b e c a u se  o f th e  s t e r n  t r e a t ­

m en t m e e te d  out to  th e  a u th o r s  of T he Is  le o f D ogs in  th e  s u m m e r  of 1597.

A t so m e tim e  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  th e  28th  of Ju ly  in  th a t s u m m e r , one

a c tin g  co m pany , p o s s ib ly  th e  L o rd  C h a m b e r la in 's ,  p e r fo rm e d  “a  lew d

p la ie  . . . con tanynge v e ry  s e d itio u s  and  s c  lande ro u s  m a t te r "  in  one of the

37
th e a te r s  on th e  B ankside  o f th e  T h a m e s . T he P r iv y  C ouncil o rd e re d  the  

a r r e s t  of the  p la y e r s ,  and th e  a u th o r it ie s  w e re  s u c c e s s fu l  in  ap p reh en d in g  

th re e  o f th e  m en : " . . . w e c a u se d  som e of the p la y e rs  to  be a p p re h e n d ed  

and co m y tted  to  p ry so n , w h e re o f  one o f th e m  w as no t only  a n  a c to r  bu t a

^^A cts o f th e  P r iv y  C o u n c il. XXVH (1597), 338. See a ls o  B en 
Jo n so n , ed . C .H . H e rfo rd  and  P e r c y  S im p so n  (O xford: A t th e  C la ren d o n  
P r e s s ,  1925-1952), I, 15-16 ; T he W o rk s o f T h o m as N a sh e , V, 2 9 -3 4 .
T he p lay  w as g e n e ra lly  su p p o sed  to  h av e  b e e n  p e r fo rm e d  a t  H e n s lo w e 's  
th e a te r ,  th e  R o se , but th e  r e f e r e n c e  upon w h ich  th is  w as b a se d  h a s  p ro v ed  
to  be one of C o l l ie r 's  f o r g e r i e s .  N ashe w as  w r itin g  fo r  th e  C h a m b e r la in 's  
m en  in  1596, and  J o n so n 's  E M I w as p e r fo rm e d  by  th a t  co m p an y  in  1598. 
G a b r ie l  S p e n c e r , h o w ev er, s e e m s  to  h av e  b e e n  one of P e m b ro k e 's  m en  
abou t th is  t im e . T he sp e c if ic  a c tin g  co m p an y  involved  th e r e fo r e  is  no t 
known.
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38m a k e r  o f p a r te  of th e  sa id  p la ie . " T he " m a k e r"  a p p e a r s  to  have b een

Jo n so n , fo r  h is  nam e is  lis te d  w ith  th o se  o f G a b r ie l S p e n c e r  and R o b e rt

39
Shaw in  a n  o r d e r  of O c to b e r  2 fo r  th e i r  r e le a s e  fro m  th e  M a rs h a ls e a .

F ro m  th e  acco u n t o f the  p lay  w hich  N ashe g iv es  in  L e n te n  S tu ffe , he

a p p a re n tly  w ro te  the  in d u c tio n  an d  th e  f i r s t  a c t ,  and , be in g  f r ig h te n e d  by

th e  m o n s te r  h is  b ra in  had  co n ce iv ed , " i t  w as no s o o n e r  b o rn e  but I w as

40
g lad  to  ru n  fro m  i t " .  N ashe f led  to  Y arm o u th  in  N orfo lk , and  Jo n so n  

s e e m s  to  have co m p le ted  th e  p la y . T he Is le  o f D ogs is  no t ex tan t, bu t 

judg ing  fro m  the s a t i r e  on th e  re d  h e r r in g  in  N a sh e 's  L e n te n  S tu ffe , th e  

p lay  co n ta in ed  so m eth in g  w hich  i r r i t a t e d  H enry , L o rd  C obham ; it  m u s t 

have b e en  he who p ro d d ed  the  C o u n c il to  a c t  a g a in s t th e  p la y e rs  on J u ly  28, 

f o r  i t  is  c e r ta in ly  th e  C obham s w ho b e a r  the  b ru n t of th e  s a t i r e  on th e  

g r e a t  h e r r in g  o r  cob w hich  w as cooked  fo r  the  pope. If th e  r e a d e r  o f S h ak e ­

s p e a r e 's  s a t i r e  on S ir  Jo h n  O ld c a s tle  is  i r r i t a te d  by  th e  la c k  of d e c o ru m  

in  th e  p la y w rig h t 's  ch o ice  o f su b je c t m a t te r ,  he  ought no t to  re a d  N a s h e 's  

L en ten  S tu ffe . N ash e  had  no s c ru p le s  a t  a l l  in  s a t i r iz in g  th e  b u rn in g  of th e

L o lla rd  m a r ty r .  He m e a n t to  put h is  enem y, "the  s i l l i e s t  m i l le r s  th o m b e , "

41in  " b ry n e "  and p ick le  h im , and h e  d id . T he a l le g o ry  o f L en ten  S tuffe is

38A c ts  o f th e  P r iv y  C o u n c il. XXVH (1597), 338.

^ ^ P rin te d  by  H e rfo rd  and  S im p so n , L 218.

^ °N ash è , in , 154.

^^Ibid., n i ,  153.
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b u ilt upon th e  w ord  p lay  involved in  "co b "  a s  f is h  and m i l l e r 's  thum b,

a  w ord  p lay  th a t  the young C o u n tess  of S ou tham pton  u sed  in  h e r  je s tin g

42re m a rk  ab o u t Cobham  in  h e r  le t te r  to  h e r  h u sb an d  in  1599. N ashe 

beg ins L e n te n  Stuffe in n o cen tly  enough w ith  a  d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  c ity  of 

Y arm ou th  and  i ts  f ish in g  in d u s try , and he p r a i s e s  the  h o s p ita l i ty  of the  

tow n in  s h e lte r in g  h im  fro m  th e  te m p e s ts  re c e n tly  s t i r r e d  up by "the  

tu rn in g  of th e  lie  of D ogs fro m  a  co m m ed ie  to  a  t ra g é d ie "  and  the " t r o u b le ­

som e s t i r  w h ich  hapned abou te  i t .  " A f te r  a  n u m b e r  of d ig re s s io n s  N ashe 

beg ins h is  m o c k -e p ic  - -  like  H o m e r 's  song of the  m ic e  and  f ro g s  o r  the

m o re  re c e n t p r a is e s  of th e  gnat, th e  b u tte rf ly , th e  s p a rro w , o r  the  cuckoo,

43
he p lan s  th e  song of th e  re d  h e r r in g .  T he h e r r in g  is  a  le g a te  o f p e a c e , 

N ashe in s is t s ,  and he  s e e m s  to  a llu d e  to  re c e n t E liz a b e th a n  h is to r y  w hen 

he co n tin u es  th a t  the  h e r r in g ,  if  he co m es  n e a r  w h e re  th e re  a r e  " t r i a l s  

o f life  & d ea th , th e re  w h e re  th a t h an g m an  em b o w ellin g  i s ,  " h e  f le e s  the 

p lace  fo re v e r .  T he "S c o tish  J o c k ie s "  fr ig h te n e d  the  h e r r in g s  out o f S c o t­

land by th e i r  "fou le  i l l  feu d "  am ong th e i r  " s e c ta r i e s  and s e rv i to u r s ,  "

44N ashe s a y s .  But th e  e s se n c e  o f h is  ta le  is  to  be the  t e r r i b l e  o d o r w hich

See C h a p te r  I,

43R ic h a rd  C a re w 's  A  H e rr in g s  T a y le  (London: M atthew  L ow nes, 
1598) is  m en tio n ed  by N ashe  in  h is  d e d ic a to ry  e p is t le  a s  a p p e a r in g  
" fo u re  T e rm e s  s in c e . " It is  a  m o c k -e p ic  ab o u t a  b a ttle  b e tw een  a  
sn a le  and a  w e a th e r  co ck  fo r  th e  p re -e m in e n t  p o s itio n  on th e  s te e p le  
of the  c a th e d ra l  b u ilt by U th e r P e n d ra g o n . It is  a n  a l le g o ry  w h ich  s e e m s  
to  r e f e r  to  th e  q u a r re l l in g  b e tw een  E s s e x  and  C e c il  f o r  p o w er a t  C o u rt.

^^%ashe, in, 188.
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th e  g re a t  re d  h e r r in g ,  the  king of f ish , m ade  w hen b ro ile d  fo r  th e  P o p e . 

N ashe  is  h e re  r e f e r r in g  to  the  d is c o m fitu re  of th e  C a th o lic s  by th e  O ld ­

c a s t le  legend:

The f i r e  had  not p e r s t  it , but it being  a  sw e a ty  lo g g e rh ead  
g r e a s ie  so w te r, endungeond in  h is  pocket a  tw elu em o n th , 
s tunk  so  o u e r  the  popes p a lla c e , th a t not a  s c u llio n  but 
c ry e d  foh, and  th o se  w hich  a t  th e  f i r s t  f lo ck ed  th e  f a s te s t  
abou t i t  now fled  the  m o s t fro m  it ,  and sough t m o re  to  r id  
th e y r  h an d s of i t  th a n  b e fo re  th ey  sought to  b le s s e  th e y r  
h an d es  w ith  i t .  W yth m u ch  stopp ing  of th e y r  n o se s , b e tw een  
tw o d ish e s  th ey  s tu ed  it , and  se  ru ed  i t  vp.

T he s te n c h  is  so  t e r r ib le  th a t " th e  P o p e  it  popt v n d e r  bo o rd , " an d  th e

w hole  conclave  d e c la re s  the  f is h  m u s t be th e  so u l o f so m e  h e r e t ic  who

h a s  e sc ap ed  fro m  p u rg a to ry :

N eg ro m an tick  s o rc e r y ,  n e g ro m a n tic k e  s o r c e r ie ,  som e 
e u ill  s p i r i t  of an  h e re tiq u e  it is ,  w hich  th u s  m o le s te th  
h is  A p o sto liq u e  sh ip . T he f r i a r s  and  m u nkes c a te rw a w le d , 
fro m  th e  ab b o ts  and  p r io r s  to  the  n o u ices , w h e rfo re  tan q u am  
in  c irc o , w ee w ill tro w n se  h im  in  a  c irc le ,  and  m ak e  h im  
te l l  w hat L a n te rn e m a n  o r  g ro o m e  of H e c a te s  c lo se  s to o  le 
hee  is ,  th a t th u s  n e fa r io u s ly  and p ro  d i to r io u s ly  p ro p h a n e s  
& p e n e tra te s  o u r  ho ly  f a th e rs  n o s t r i l s .

E t c . ,  e t c . ,  th en  N ashe b r in g s  th e  cobs u p  to  d a te  by  d e s c r ib in g  th e  m o d e rn

v a r ie ty  o f the  f ish : " th e y  a r e  r ic h  co bbes you m u s t r a te  th em ; and  of them

a l l  cobbing c o u n tre y  chuffes w hich  m ak e  th e i r  b e l l ie s  and th e i r  b a g g e s

47th e y r  Gods a r e  c a lle d  r ic h e  C o b b e s ."  N a s h e 's  L e n te n  Stuffe w as  e n te re d

^^Ibid.. m . 208.

^^Ibid.. ni. 209-10.

^" Îbid., m . 211.
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in the  S ta t io n e rs ' R e g is te r  the 11th of J a n u a ry , 159 9 ,  " a  b o o k e  ca lled

the p r a is e  of the  Redd h e r r in g e  vpon C on d ic io n  th a t he g e tt yt L au fu lly

A u c th o r ise d . " The book p a s se d  the c e n s o rs ;  e v id en tly  N a s h e 's  p a s s a g e

denouncing  " a  n u m b er of G od 's fo o le s"  who m is r e a d  w ilfu lly  h is  w o rk s ,

who " v se  m en s w ritin g s  lik e  b ru ite  b e a s ts ,  to  m ake  th em  d raw  w hich  w ay

th e y  l is t ,  " had  its  d e s ir e d  e ffec t.

Jo n so n 's  w it is  o f c o u rse  m o re  a r t fu l  in  the  sa m e  v e in . The

c h a r a c te r  o f Cob in  E v e ry  M an In H is H u m o u r is  a  c a r ic a tu r e  o f H en ry ,

L o rd  C obham ; the  w a te r - b e a r e r  is  a  m e a n  d e r iv a tio n  f ro m  the  L o rd  W ard en

of the  C inque P o r ts .  T he new L o rd  C obham  w as c e re m o n io u s ly  in s ta lle d

in  th is  o ffice  fo r  w hich  he and  E s s e x  had  s t r iv e n  so  m ig h tily , in  A ugust,

1598. Jo h n  C h a m b e rla in  d e s c r ib e d  the  ev en t fo r  C a r le to n  on th e  30th:

T he L o rd  C obham  w as in s ta lle d  L o rd  W ard en  of th e  
C inque P o r te s  on B a r th em  ew D ay a t  C a n te rb u ry , a t  
w h ich  ce re m o n io u s  so le m n itie  w e re  a s s e m b le d  a lm o s t 
4000 h o rs e ,  and  he kep t th e  fe a s t v e ry  m a g n ific e n tly  
an d  sp en t 26 oxen w ith  a l l  o th e r  p ro v is io n  s u ita b le .

T oby M atth ew 's  le t te r  of the 20th of S e p te m b e r  c o n ta in s  a  r e fe re n c e  to  the
49

new p la y  o f " E v e ry  m an s  h u m o u r, " so  i t  s e e m s  th a t J o n so n 's  s a t i r e  w as 

t im e ly  and , if  indeed  L o rd  C obham  w as r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  J o n so n 's  im p r is o n ­

m en t b e c a u se  of h is  p a r t  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  of T he Is le  o f D o g s . Jo n so n 's  

re v en g e  w as both  sw ift and  keen . J o n so n 's  a l lu s io n s  to  S ir  John  O ld c a s t le 's

^^The L etters of John C ham berlain, I, 43.

49H erford and Sim pson, I, 331.
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m a rty rd o m , the qu ick  po in t on w h ich  th e  C obham s w e re  by now o v e r ly

se n s it iv e , a r e  m ade v ia  the b ro ile d  h e r r in g  m e ta p h o r . Cob b ra g s  of h is

50
lineage to  M atthew , th e  tow n g u ll, in  A ct I, s c e n e  iv:

M ine a n c e 't r i e  cam e fro m  a  K ings be lly , no w o rse  m an : 
and y e t no m an  n e i th e r  (by y o u r w o rsh ip s  leav e , I d id  
lie  in  th a t)  but H e r r in g  th e  King of f ish  (fro m  h is  be lly ,
I p ro c e e d )  one o ' th e  M o n arch s  o ' th e  w o rld , I a s s u r e  
you. T he f i r s t  re d  h e r r in g ,  th a t w as b r o i l 'd  in  A dam  
and E v e 's  k itch in , doe I fe tc h  m y p e d ig re e  f ro m , by the  
H a r ro ts  b o o k es . H is Cob, w as  m y g r e a t - g r e a t - m ig h ty - 
g re a t  G ra n d -fa th e r .

( lin e s  10-17)

W hen M atthew  a s k s  how he know s ab o u t h is  m ig h ty  a n c e s to r .  Cob r e p l ie s ,  

"how know I?  why, I s m e ll  h is  g h o s t, e u e r  and  anon . " And th en  he e x ­

p la in s  r id d lin g ly  th a t like  a  r a s h e r  o f bacon  h is  a n c e s to r  w as b ro ile d  o v e r  

th e  c o a ls , "and  a  m an  m ay  s m e ll  b ro y ld -m e a te ,  I h o p e?  you  a r e  a  s c h o lle r ,  

vnso lue  m e th a t, now. " Of c o u rs e  M atthew  so lv e s  noth ing; h is  pun on 

" R o g e r - r a s h e r "  B acon  is  g u ile le s s :  R o g e r  B acon  w as no t b u rn ed  a t  the 

s ta k e  like O ld c a s tle , but he w as im p ris o n e d  fo r  h is  uno rthodoxy .

In A c t III, scen e  iv  of E v e ry  M an In H is  H u m o u r Cob b u r s t  out in  

a  t i r a d e  upon fa s tin g  d ay s , and  w hen  C ash  in q u ire s  w hy he is  so  out of love 

w ith  fa s tin g  d ay s . Cob re jo in s :

. . . th e y  a r e  th e  only  know ne e n e m ie s , to  m y  g e n e ra tio n .
A  fa s tin g -d a y , no so o n e r  c o m e s , but m y  lin eag e  go es  to  
ra c k e , p o o re  cobs th e y  sm o k e  fo r  it , th e y  a r e  m ade m a r ty r s  
o ' th e  g r id iro n , th ey  m e lt  in  p a ss io n : and  y o u r m a id e s  too

^^T he q u o ta tio n s  a r e  f ro m  th e  F o lio  o f 1616. T h e  q u a r to  ed itio n  
of E v e ry  M an In H is H u m o u r c o n ta in s  e s s e n t ia l ly  th e  sam e  lin e s  fo r  Cob, 
bu t the w it o f th e  1616 re y is io n  is  m o re  in c is iv e .
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know th is ,  and  yet w ould haue me^ tu rn e  H ann ibal, and  _  
e a te  m y owne fish , and bloud: ^ e  p u lls  out a  red  herring^ /
My p r in c e ly  couz, f e a r  nothing; I haue not the  h a r t  to  
d eu o u re  you, & I m ig h t be m ade a s  r ic h  a s  King C ophetva .
O, th a t I had ro o m e fo r  m y t e a r e s ,  I cou ld  w eepe s a l t ­
w a te r  enough, now, to  p r e s e ru e  the  liu e s  o f ten  th o u san d  
of m y  k in . . . .

( lin e s  48-58)

S h a k e s p e a re 's  H en ry  IV w as e n te re d  in  th e  S ta t io n e r s ' R e g ib ic r  

to  A ndrew  W yse on th e  25th of F e b ru a ry , 1598, an d  the q u a r to  ed ition  

o f P a r t  I w as p r in te d  in  th a t  y e a r .  The te x tu a l r e v is io n  o f n a m e s  had 

o c c u r re d  in  th is  f i r s t  Q u a rto , so  it is  s a fe  to  a s s u m e  th a t th e  C obham s 

had  o b jec ted  to  th e  u se  o f S ir  John  O ld c a s t le 's  nam e (and H a rv e y 's  and 

S ir  John  R u s s e l l 's  a s  w ell) in  1597. Jo n so n  and N ashe  w e re  add ing  s a lt  

to  a  wound w ith  th e i r  s a t i r e s  in  1598 and 1599. John  W e a v e r 's  e ro t ic  poem  

defending  O ld c a s t le 's  nam e s e e m s  to  hav e  b een  w r i t te n  in  1599, and the 

L o rd  A d m ira l 's  m e n  p e r fo rm e d  th e  p lay  of S ir  John  O ld c a s tle  in  th e  fa ll 

of th e  sa m e  y e a r .  T h e re  s e e m s  th en  to  have b een  m o re  th a n  a  p a s s iv e  

re s is ta n c e  to  th e  p ro p ag an d iz in g  of the  s a t i r i s t s .  In  1599 H en ry , L o rd  

C obham , w as c o u r tin g  L o rd  A d m ira l  H o w a rd 's  w idow ed d a u g h te r , th e  

C o u n tess  of K ild a re , and in  a l l  p ro b a b ility  h e r  in flu en ce  w as b ro u g h t to  

b e a r  upon H e n s lo w e 's  w r i te r s ,  D ray to n , M unday, H athaw ay, and  W ilson, 

to  p ro d u ce  a  d e fe n s iv e  p la y  on  the a n c e s t r a l  C obham  m a r ty r  fo r  h e r  f a th e r 's  

a c tin g  com pany . The c o u r tsh ip  o f L ady  K ild a re  and  L o rd  C obham  w as a  

leng thy  one - - a s  th e  w its  p ro b a b ly  r e m a rk e d , th e  cob w as b a i t - s h y .  John  

C h a m b e rla in  an d  R ow land W hite p re d ic te d  the m a r r ia g e  a  n u m b e r  of t im e s .
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but ad d ed  th a t th e  n u p tia ls  w ere  -postponed " t i l l  the L o rd  be m ade a  

C o u n c illo r . A t som e d a te  b e tw een  1597 and 1600 S h a k e sp ea re  a g a in  

lam pooned  th e  C obham s; in  the s a t i r e  of T he M e r ry  W ives o f W in d so r 

H en ry , L o rd  C obham , b e a rs  th e  b ru n t of th e  je s t .

^^C o llin s , n ,  158, 167, 172, 206, 212; T he L e t te r s  o f John
C h a m b e rla in . I, 52, 64, 86, 99, 123.



C H A PT E R  V n

THE M ERRY W IVES O F  WINDSOR

S h a k e s p e a re 's  com edy , T he M e r ry  W ives of W in d so r, w hich  

d r a m a tiz e s  F a ls ta f f 's  a m o ro u s  e x p lo its , is  c o n s id e re d  by n e a r ly  a l l  

m o d e rn  s c h o la r s  to  be a  G a r te r  p la y .  ̂ T h is  op in ion  is  b a se d  upon th e  

c o m m e n d a to ry  lines w h ich  r e f e r  to  W in d so r C a s tle , S t. G e o rg e 's  C hapel, 

and  the O rd e r  of the G a r te r  in  th e  f a i ry  sce n e  o f th e  F o lio  te x t:

A bout about:
S e a rc h  W in d so r C a s tle  (E lu es) w ith in , an d  out.
S trew  good luck  (O uphes) on e u e ry  s a c re d  ro o m e.
T h a t i t  m ay  s tan d  t i l l  th e  p e rp e tu a l l  doom e.
In s ta te  a s  w h o lso m e , a s  in  s ta te  't i s  f it.
W o rth y  th e  O w ner, and  th e  O w ner i t .
T he s e u e r a l l  C h a ire s  o f O rd e r ,  looke yoii sco w re  
W ith  iu y ce  of B a lm e ; and e u e ry  p re c io u s  f lo w re ,
E a c h  f a i r e  in s ta lm e n t, C o a te , and  s e u 'r a l l  C re s t,
W ith lo y a ll B lazon , e u e rm o re  be b le s t .
A nd N ig h tly -m e a d o w -F a ir ie s , looke you  s in g

^ S e e E .K .  C h a m b e rs , W illiam  S h a k e s p e a re . I, 434; L e s lie  
H ot son , S h a k e sp e a re  v e r s u s  S hallow . (B oston : L it t le ,  B row n, and 
C om pany, 1931), pp. 111-122; J .  C ro f ts , S h a k e sp e a re  And T h e  P o s t  
H o rs e s  (B r is to l :  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1937); W illiam  B racy , T he M e rry  
W ives o f W in d so r (C o lum bia: U n iv e rs ity  of M is s o u r i  P r e s s ,  1952);
H a rd in  C ra ig , A  New L ook  A t~ S h ak e sp e a re 's  Q u a rto s  (S tan fo rd : U n iv e r­
s i ty  P r e s s ,  1961), pp. 6 5 -7 5 ; W illiam  G re en , S h a k e s p e a re 's i M e r r y  W ives 
o f  W in d so r (P rin c e to n : U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1962), c ite d  su b seq u e n tly  a s  
G re e n .

204
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Like to  the  G a r t e r s -C o m p a ssé , in  a  ring ,
T h ' e x p re s s u re  th a t it b e a re s :  G reen e  le t i t  be.
M ote f e r t i l e - f r e s h  th e n  a l l  th e  F ie ld  to  s e e :
And, H ony Soit Que M a l- y - P e n c e , w r ite  
In E m ro ld - tu f fe s , F lo w re s  p u rp le , blew , and  w hite.
L ike S a p h ire - p e a r le, and r ic h  e m b ro id e r ie .
B uckled  below  fa ire  K n igh t-hoods bending knee;
F a i r ie s  v se  F lo w re s  fo r  th e i r  c h a r a c te r ie .

(V . V. 59-77)

In ad d itio n  to  th e  se ttin g  of the p lay  a t  W in d so r w ith  th e  to p o g ra p h ic a l

r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  C a s tle , th e  C a s tle  D itch , D a tch e t M ead, F ro g m o re ,

th e  P a rk ,  and  H e rn e 's  Oak, M is t r e s s  Q uickly  r e m a rk s  about th e  tow n

fill in g  w ith  c o u r t ie r s  ( I I . i i . 64), and  " la  g ra n d  a f f a i r e s "  is  m en tio n ed

w hich  D o c to r  C a iu s  p lan s  to  a tte n d  a t  th e  C a s tle . T h e se  su g g e s t th e  tim e

and  th e  s e ttin g  fo r  a  G a r te r  c e le b ra tio n .

M o d ern  su g g estio n s  a s  to  th e  d a te  of the  c o m p o sitio n  of th e  p lay

h av e , s in c e  L e s l ie  H ots o n 's  s tu d y  of The M e rry  W ives of W in d so r w as

p u b lish e d  in  19^31, po in ted  to  th e  G a r te r  F e a s t  o r  G a r te r  In s ta lla t io n  in

A p r i l  and  M ay of 1597 a s  th e  m o s t  lo g ica l tim e  fo r  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f th e  

2
p la y . In A p r il ,  1597, the  K nights of th e  O rd e r  of the  G a r te r  e le c te d  five 

new  m e m b e rs  to  jo in  th e i r  h o n o red  ra n k s ; th e se  w e re  G eorge  C a re y , L o rd  

H unëdon, T h o m as , L ord  H ow ard  of W alden , C h a r le s  B lount, L o rd  M ount- 

joy . S ir  H en ry  L ee, and  one fo re ig n  n o b lem an , F r e d r ic k ,  D uke of

^S h a k e sp e a re  v e r s u s  S hallow , p . 113. H o tso n  su g g e s ts  th e  f i r s t  
p e r fo rm a n c e  o f th e  p lay  w as a t  th e  G a r te r  F e a s t  on A p r i l  23; G re e n  p r e ­
f e r s  th e  In v es tm e n t c e re m o n y  a t  W in d so r on M ay 24 a s  the  p ro b a b le  d a te  
o f p e r fo rm a n c e .
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W ü rtte m b e rg . ^ T he F e a s t  of S t. G eorge w as c e le b ra te d  a t  W e s tm in s te r  

on A p r il  23 w hen  the  K n ig h ts -E le c t w e re  c re a te d ;  the  o ff ic ia l in v e s tm e n t 

w as p e r fo rm e d  a t  W in d so r on M ay 24. By a  d e c re e  o f th e  Q ueen  in  1567 

W indso r had  b een  d e c la re d  th e  lo c a le  fo r  th e  in v e s tm e n t c e re m o n y ; the  

F e a s t  i t s e l f  w hich  w as f a r  m o re  e la b o ra te  w as to  be c e le b ra te d  on St.
4

G e o rg e 's  D ay w h e re v e r  th e  C o u rt w as in  r e s id e n c e .  L e s lie  H o tso n  w as

th e  f i r s t  to  re c o g n ize  th e  " illu m in a tin g  fa c t"  th a t  H u n sd o n 's  ow n ac tin g

troupe w as p e rh a p s  in  a tte n d a n ce  upon th e i r  L o rd  a s  he " flau n te d  it  g a lla iitly "

a t the 1597 G a r te r  c e le b ra tio n  a cco m p an ied  by th re e  h u n d re d  g en tlem en

and r e ta in e r s  d r e s s e d  in  th e i r  b lue  and o ra n g e  liv e ry , and  th a t  T he M e rry

W ives o f W in d so r w as  in  a l l  p ro b a b ili ty  w r i t te n  and  p e r fo rm e d  fo r  th is

o c c a s io n  by S h a k e sp e a re  and th e  L o rd  C h a m b e r la in 's  M en (H unsdon had
5

re c e iv e d  the  w h ite  s ta f f  on th e  s ix te e n th  o f A p r il ,  1597). T h is  is  a n  acu te
. r

o b se rv a tio n , and  in  re c e n t s c h o la rs h ip  th e  y e a r  1597 a s  th e  d a te  of co m p o ­

s itio n  o f T he M e r ry  W ives of W in d so r h a s  re p la c e d  C h a m b e rs ' su g g e s ted  

d a te  of 1600-01 . T o  su p p lem en t th is  th e o ry  H a rd in  C ra ig  h a s  su g g es ted

^G eorge F .  B e ltz , M e m o ria ls  o f th e  O rd e r  of th e  G a r te r  (London: 
W illiam  P ic k e r in g , 1841), p . c lx x x iii.

^C ited  by G reen , p. 25. T h is  s tu d y  o f T h e  M e rry  W ives o f W in d so r 
a s  a  G a r te r  p lay  is  e x c e lle n t and  is  b a sed  upon r e s e a r c h  am o n g  th e  p r im a r y  
m a te r ia ls  in  th e  B r i t is h  M useum , the  C o lleg e  of A rm s , an d  the  P u b lic  
R e c o rd s  O ffice . M r. G ree n  re v ie w s  th e  O ld c a s t le -F a ls ta f f -C o b h a m  legend  
w ith  so m e s c e p tic is m  and co n c lu d es  " th a t S h a k e sp e a re  m e r e ly  to o k  o v e r  
th e  c h a r a c te r  o f S ir  Jo h n  O ld c a s tle  fro m  T h e  F am o u s  V ic to r ie s  o f H en ry  
th e  F if th , n e v e r  re a liz in g  th a t  h e  m ig h t c a u se  so m e w in c in g  am ong  th e  
d e sc e n d a n ts  o f the  r e a l  O ld c a s tle , " p . 114.

5
S h a k e sp e a re  v e r s u s  S hallow , pp . 117-120 .
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th a t  th e  p ro v in c ia l to u r  o f th e  s u m m e r  and fa ll  o f  1597, w hich  th e  London 

a c tin g  co m p an ies  m ade a f te r  th e  c lo s in g  of th e  th e a te r s  on Ju ly  28, w as 

th e  o c ca s io n  of th e  a l te r a t io n  and a b b re v ia tio n  of the  o r ig in a l  te x t  to  p r o ­

v ide  a  c o m p re s s e d  s c r ip t  fo r  the  to u r ,  and  th a t th is  cut v e r s io n  fu rn ish e d  

th e  copy fo r  th e  1602 Q u a rto . ^

A s ap p ea lin g  a s  the  d a te  1597 is  fo r  the  co m p o sitio n  o f T he M e rry  

W ives of W in d so r, su ch  a  su g g e s tio n  o v e rlo o k s  s e v e r a l  f a c to r s .  T he 

c h a r a c te r s  o f S le n d e r  and  F o rd  h av e  m uch  in  co m m o n  w ith  J o n so n 's  

T h o re llo -K ite ly  and  S tep h an o -S tep h en  o f E v e ry  M an In H is H u m o r, and  

S h a k e s p e a re 's  Nym is  a  new  c h a r a c te r  w h ich  o b v io u sly  s a t i r i z e s  th e  new
7

h u m o r p lay  of 1598. Nym a p p e a rs  a g a in  in  H e n ry  V (£. 1599). M y own 

s tu d y  of T he M e rry  W ives o f W in d so r a s  a  p a r t  of th e  F a ls ta f f -O ld c a s t le - 

C obham  co m p lex  of c o n te m p o ra ry  s a t i r e  lead s  m e  to  su g g e s t th a t th e  p la y  

is  a  s a t i r e  th a t  w as w r i t te n  to  f o r e s ta l l  th e  e le c tio n  of H en ry , L o rd  C obham , 

to  m e m b e rsh ip  in  th e  O rd e r  o f th e  G a r te r  in  A p r i l ,  1599. A s I h av e  su g g es te d  

e a r l i e r ,  th e  anonym ous F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  and  S h a k e s p e a re 's  H en ry  IV

^A New Look A t S h a k e s p e a re 's  Q u a rto s , p . 67. T he th e o ry  o f th e  
q u a r to  te x t a s  a  m e m o r ia l  r e c o n s tru c t io n  by an  a c to r  who p lay ed  th e  ro le  
o f th e  H ost w as f i r s t  ad v an ced  by  W . W . G reg  in  h is  ed itio n  of the 1602 
Q u arto  (O xford: C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  1910), pp . % 1-xli. B oth  B ra c y  and  
G re e n  c o n c u r w ith  C ra ig  in  th e  th e o ry  th a t  th e  Q u a rto  w as a n  a u th o r iz e d  
v e r s io n  cu t fo r  a  p ro v in c ia l  to u r .

^See Sa Hie S ew ell, "T h e  R e la tio n  B etw een  T he M e r r y  W ives of 
W in d so r and  J o n so n 's  E v e ry  M an In  H is H u m o r. " S h a k e sp e a re  A sso c ia tio n  
B u lle tin . XVI (1941), 175-189 . T h is  a u th o r  c o n c lu d es  th a t  S h a k e sp e a re  
w as  using  J o n so n 's  new  p la y .
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p lay s  see m  to  have b een  w r i t te n  to  d e n ig ra te  W illiam , L o rd  C obham , w hen 

he w as being  c o n s id e re d  f o r  a d v an cem en t and  fa v o r  in  E l iz a b e th 's  C o u rt.

I b e liev e  th is  sa m e  m eth o d  of d e tr a c t io n  w as u sed  in  1599 w hen  the g o s s ip s  

c irc u la te d  H en ry  C o b h am 's  nam e w ith  th o se  o f R o b e r t R ad c liff , E a r l  of 

S u ssex , and  T h o m as, L o rd  Sc ro p e  o f B olton , a s  lik e ly  ca n d id a te s  fo r  

e le c tio n  to  m e m b e rsh ip  in  th e  G a r te r  th a t  y e a r .

It m ay  be re c a l le d  th a t  G eo rg e , L o rd  Huns don, and  H en ry , L ord  

C obham , had  both  sought th e  w hite  s ta f f  o f th e  L o rd  C h a m b e rla in sh ip  in  

M a rc h  of 1597. E v en  a f te r  L o rd  H unsdon  re c e iv e d  h is  p a te n t fo r  th e  o ffice  

h is  p o o r h e a lth  and  f re q u e n t s e iz u re s  o f " a p o p lex ie "  m ade h is  te n u re  u n ­

c e r ta in .  L o rd  C o b h am 's  n am e  s e e m s  to  h av e  b een  n ex t on th e  l i s t  of 

p ro sp e c tiv e  L o rd  C h a m b e r la in s . D o u b tle ss  th e  p la y e r s  a n tic ip a te d  w hat 

w ould h ap p en  in  the  ev en t of L o rd  H u n sd o n 's  d ea th . We know th a t in  M a rc h  

and A p r i l  o f 1600, a f te r  a  p a r t ic u la r ly  s e v e re  a t ta c k  of i l ln e s s .  L o rd  H u n s ­

d o n 's  o ffice s  a t C o u rt b e c a m e  th e  su b je c t o f  sp e c u la tio n  am ong  the  c o u r t ie r s .  

R ow land W hite, e a g e r  to  k eep  h is  m a s te r  in  F lu sh in g  w e ll in fo rm e d , w ro te  

th e  C o u rt new s:

My L o rd  C h a m b e rla in  is  v e ry  s ic k e  a t  D ra ito n , being  
s e is e d  w R h an  A pop lexy ; if  he  sh o u ld  d ie , I  h e a r e  400 
^ o b h a m /w o ld  s ta n d  fo r  h is  O ffice .

And one m o n th  la te r  W hite w ro te  ag a in :

M y L o rd  C h a m b e r la in  c am e  to  C o u r t fro m  D ra ito n , but 
rem o v e d  to  London, w h e re  he  i s  n o t v e ry  w e ll. A t C o u rt 
th ey  b eg in  to  d isp o s e  of h is  P la c e s ,  and  to  m ak e  S uit fo r  
them .®

®Collins, II, 179, 185.
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We know th a t E s s e x  left f o r  I re la n d  th e  la s t  o f M arch , 1599, tak in g  w ith  

h im  Southam pton, D erb y , R u tland , and o th e rs  o f a  d is tin g u ish e d  re tin u e . 

D e p a r tu re  fro m  C o u rt m ean t a d v an cem en t of h is  fo e s ; he w ro te  a s  h e  w as 

leav ing , " I  p ro v id e  fo r  th is  s e rv ic e  a  b r e a s t  p la te  and no t a  c u i r a s s :  th a t 

is ,  I  am  a rm e d  on th e  b re a s t  but not on th e  b ack . " Tw o y e a r s  e a r l i e r  

du rin g  h is  a b sen ce  on th e  Is lan d  V oyage (1597), h is  enem y, H en ry  C obham , 

w as m ad e  L ord  L ie u ten an t of K en t. A  m on th  a f t e r  E s s e x  d e p a r te d  fo r  

Ire la n d  in  1599 C obham  w as m ad e  a  K night of th e  G a r te r .  T h e re  w e re  in  

a d d itio n  o th e r  a d v a n ce m en ts  of th e  a n t i - E s s e x  fa c tio n . B u ck h u rs t w as 

m ad e L o rd  T r e a s u r e r  in  M ay, C e c il  b e ca m e  M a s te r  of the  W ard  (a p o s t 

E s s e x  w an ted ) in  th e  sam e  m onth , and  a t  m id s u m m e r  th e  new L o rd  B u rg h ­

ley  w as m ade P r e s id e n t  o f the  N o rth . T h is  p a t te r n  of e n c irc le m e n t w ith  

t e r r i t o r i a l  p o w ers  w as co m p le ted  l a t e r  in  th e  y e a r  w hen L o rd  Z ouche,

C e c il 's  f r ie n d , b ec am e  W ard en  o f th e  W elsh  M a rc h e s . T h is  w as a  d u p li­

ca tio n  of th e  p o w er b lo ck  w hich  L e ic e s te r 's  e n e m ie s  h ad  bew ailed  in  

L e y c e s te r s  C om m onw ealth  in  1584. C o b h am 's  im p o r ta n t p o s itio n  a s  W ard en  

of the  C inque P o r ts ,  h is  e le c tio n  to  th e  G a r te r ,  and h is  con tinuous p r e s s u r ­

ing fo r  m e m b e rsh ip  in  th e  P r iv y  C ouncil w e re  p a r t  o f a n  o v e ra ll  m o v em en t 

to w ard  ab so lu te  c o n tro l  o f g o v e rn m e n t w hich  C e c il  co m p le ted  by  1603.

T he a t ta c k  o f th e  p la y e rs  on L o rd  C obham  in  T he  M e rry  W ives of 

W in d so r is  a  m o n tag e  of s a t i r e  co m p o sed  o f r e f e r e n c e s  to  O ld c a s tle , to  

E le a n o r  Cobham  o r  th e  W itch  o f E y e , to  th e  lam pooning  w hich  H e n ry  E v an s  

and  th e  C hapel boys gave W illiam  C obham , to  H e n ry  C o b h am 's  p h ila n d e rin g .
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and  p o s s ib ly  to  H e n ry 's  in ten d ed  t r e a s o n .  L e t u s  beg in  w ith  th e  O ld ­

c a s t le  a l lu s io n s .  T he f if te e n th -c e n tu ry  s e ttin g  f o r  the p lay  is  p ro v id ed  

by tw o r e fe r e n c e s  to  P r in c e  H al, f i r s t ,  to  th e  P r in c e 's  s te a lin g  h is  f a th e r 's  

d e e r  ( lin es  1522-1523) and  la te r ,  a  r e fe re n c e  to  F e n to n 's  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  

th e  w ild  P r in c e  and  P o in s  (III, ii . 7 6 -7 7 ). G reg  no ted  in  h is  ed itio n  of

th e  Q u arto  th a t  the  H o s t 's  lin e , " S ir  John, the  r e s  h is  C a s tle , h is  s tand ing
9

bed , " is  a n  a l lu s io n  to  the  o r ig in a l  n a m e  o f F a ls ta f f .  T h is  I  b e lie v e  is

t ru e ;  i t  is  like H a l 's  r e fe r e n c e  to  F a ls ta f f  a s  "m y  old Lad of th e  C a s tle "  

in  1 H en rv  IV . C e r ta in ly  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  w h ich  F a ls ta f f  g iv es  o f h is  

e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  b u ck b ask e t is  a  sy m b o lic  r e f e r e n c e  to  O ld c a s t le 's  a p p r e ­

h e n s io n  and  m a r ty rd o m . F o r  an  au d ien ce  a n tic ip a tin g  th is  type  o f s a t i r e  

F a l s ta f f 's  lin e s  a r e  f il le d  w ith  g ro te sq u e  w it;

But m a r k  th e  seq u e l. M a s te r  B ro o k e : I su ffe re d  th e  p an g s  
o f th r e e  s e v e ra l  d e a th s : f i r s t ,  a n  in to le ra b le  f r ig h t, to  be  
d e te c te d  w ith  a  je a lo u s  ro tte n  b e l l-w e th e r ;  n ex t, to  be 
c o m p assed , like a  good b ilbo , in  th e  c irc u m fe re n c e  o f a  
peck , h i l t  to  p o in t, h e e l  to  h ead ; and  th en , to  be s to p p ed  . 
in , like  a  s tro n g  d is t i l la t io n , w ith  s tin k in g  c lo th e s  th a t  
f re t te d  th e i r  own g r e a s e :  th in k  of th a t, a  m a n  of m y  
k idney , th in k  o f th a t, th a t  am  a s  su b je c t to  h e a t  a s  b u tte r ;  
a  m an  of co n tin u a l d is s o lu tio n  an d  thaw : i t  w as  a  m ir a c le
to  's c a p e  su ffo ca tio n . A nd in  th e  h e ig h t of th is  bath , w hen
I w as m o re  th a n  h a lf  s tew ed  in  g r e a s e ,  lik e  a  D utch  d ish , 
to  be th ro w n  in to  th e  T h a m e s , and  co o led , glow ing ho t, 
in  th a t s u rg e , lik e  a  h o r s e - s h o e ;  th in k  o f th a t, h is s in g  
ho t, th in k  of th a t. M a s te r  B ro o k e  !

( i n .  V .  110-127)

T he d e te c tio n  by  a  " je a lo u s  ro tte n  b e l l -w e th e r"  a t  i t s  sy m b o lic  le v e l r e f e r s

to  H e n ry  V s  d is c o v e ry  of O ld c a s t le 's  h e r e s y ;  th e  co n fin em en t " lik e  a  good

9
G reg, p . 84.
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bilbo" p o in ts  to  O ld c a s t le 's  in c a rc e ra tio n :  b ilbo  m e a n s  no t only sw o rd

but the  te rm  is  a ls o  th a t g iv en  to  the sh a c k le s  in  th e  T o w er of London;

th e  " s te w in g "  a llu d e s  to  the L o l la rd 's  m a r ty rd o m . T he f a iry  sce n e  in

w hich F a ls ta f f  is  " te s te d "  w ith  th e  can d le  f la m e  is  a ls o  an  O ld ca s tle

r e f e r e n c e .  P r o f e s s o r  C ro f ts  h a s  su g g e s te d  th a t line 1497 in  th is  scen e

of th e  Q u a rto  a t  one t im e  co n ta in ed  an O r a th e r  th an  ^  and  th u s  w as

o r ig in a lly  a  p lay  on O ld c a s t le 's  nam e:

. . . know h is  nam e:
If w ith  a n  F  i t  doeth  beg in .
Why th en  be s h u re  he i s ,f u l l  of s in .

T h is  a s  i t  s tan d s  i s  p o in t le s s ,  bu t w hen a l te r e d  to  O the  fo llow ing sp e e c h

by E v an s  b eco m es m ean in g fu l:

. . . know h is  nam e:
If w ith  an  O i t  do th  beg in .
W hy th e n  be  s h u re  he  is  fu ll of s in .

F a ls ta f f :  Oh, Oh, Oh!
E v a n s: It is  r ig h t  in d eed , he is  fu ll o f le c h e r ie s  and 

. . . . .  10 in iq u itie .

T he r i tu a l i s t ic  d an ce  a ro u n d  th e  "m an  of m id d le  e a r th "  in  w hich  th e  f a i r ie s  

b u rn  and  p in ch  th e  " c o r ru p t  h e a r t"  t i l l  " c a n d le s  and s ta r l ig h t  and  m o o n ­

sh ine  be ou t"  is  a  m y th ic  re p ro d u c tio n  o f th e  m a rty rd o m  of O ld c a s tle .

T h is  sc e n e  a ls o  h a s  a n  e le m e n t o f  p r e - C h r is t ia n  r i tu a l  and  pagan  s a c r i f ic e  

in  i t .  T he cu lt o f th e  s ta g  king is  p r e h is to r ic ;  it su rv iv e s  in  th e  m y th s  o f 

the  m oon  g o d d ess , B r i to m a r t ,  in  th e  G re e k  m y th  o f A r te m is  and th e  m e ta ­

m o rp h o se d  A ctaeo n ; in  th e  a n t le re d  G au lish  king, C ern u n n o s, " th e  h o rn ed

^^Shakespeare and the P o st  H o r se s , pp. 95 -9 6 .
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one"; in  th e  h o rn ed  D io n y su s, and  even  in  th e  im age of A le x a n d e r  w e a rin g  

th e  h o rn e d  crow n  a s  show n on A le x a n d e ria n  c o in s . T he c u c k o ld 's  b ran ch in g  

h o rn s  a r e  a  s u rv iv a l of th e  a n c ie n t m yth  o f th e  b e tra y e d  s ta g -k in g .  ̂  ̂ The 

c e re m o n ia l  M ay D ay s ta g -m u m m e rs  of A b b o t's  B ro m le y  in  D evon a r e  

d escen d ed  fro m  th is  body of p r e h is to r ic  m y th , and  the  c h a se  th e re  is  

so m e tim e s  ex p la in ed  a s  a  p u n ish m en t fo r  t r e s p a s s in g .  F a l s ta f f 's  p u n ish ­

m en t in  th e  f a i ry  s c e n e  is  p e rh a p s  re la te d  to  h is  t r e s p a s s  on J u s tic e  

S h a llo w 's  d e e r  p a rk . T h is  sy m b o lic  re so lu tio n  of th a t  "u n fin ish ed "  

ep iso d e  m ay  round  out th e  p lo t of The M e r ry  W iv es . T h e  F a i r y  Q u een 's  

d ire c t io n s  to  h e r  fo llo w e rs  to  t e s t  F a ls ta f f ,  th e  h o rn e d  k iug , is  I  su g g es t 

a  m y th ic  c o n s tru c tio n  u sed  m e ta p h o r ic a lly  to  r e f e r  to  th e  se d itio u s  in ten tio n  

of O ld c a s tle  to  u s u rp  H en ry  V s  th ro n e , fo r  w hen  F a ls ta f f  a s  H orne dons 

th e  s ta g 's  h e a d d re s s  he  b eco m es  no t only  A uld  H o rn ie  (a S co tch  te r m  fo r  

S atan), a n  outlaw  ("p u t to  th e  h o rn " ) , a  cu ck o ld , but a ls o  a  k ing . In  th is  

sy m b o lic  co n tex t I  w ould lik e  to  su g g est th a t  S h a k e sp e a re  w as a ls o  a llud ing  

to  c e r ta in  u n d e rc o v e r  m a n e u v e rs  in  w hich  H en ry , L o rd  C obham , and  S ir  

W a lte r  R a le ig h  w e re  indulg ing  to  in su re  th e  s u c c e s s io n  o f th e  c ro w n  of 

E ng land  to  a  can d id a te  of th e i r  ch o ice  and  c o n tro l.  T h is  ca n d id a te  a p p e a rs  

to  hav e  b e e n  A rb e lla  S tu a r t.

T he s u c c e s s io n  q u es tio n  w as a  s e r io u s  p ro b le m  in  E l iz a b e th 's  

re ig n ; th e  Q ueen  w as s e n s it iv e  abou t i ts  d is c u s s io n , and  sh e  u sed  the

^ ^ R o b ert G ra v e s , T h e  W hite G oddess ( F a r r a r  S tra u s  and  C udahy, 
1948), pp . 82, 181-82 .
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q u e s tio n  fre q u e n tly  a s  a  p o li t ic a l  w eapon . M ary  S tu a r t  w as rec o g n iz ed

by m an y  E n g lish m e n  and  fo re ig n e r s  a s  th e  t ru e  h e i r  to  th e  E n g lish  c ro w n

a f te r  E l iz a b e th 's  f a i lu r e  to  m a r r y  and p ro v id e  a n  h e i r .  A f te r  th e  ex ec u tio n

of M a ry  in  1587 the  d o zen  o r  m o re  c o n te n d e rs  fo r  th e  th ro n e  co m p eted

fo r  p o li t ic a l  pow er and  p r e s t ig e  to  p lac e  th e m s e lv e s  a t  the  h ead  of th e

l i s t .  T h o m as W ilson , w r itin g  in  1600, d e s c r ib e d  the  v a r io u s  p r e te n d e r s

to  th e  c ro w n  and co n clu d ed  th a t  " th is  C row ne is  no t like to  fa l l  to  th e

12gro u n d  fo r  w an t o f h e a d s  th a t  c la im  to  w e a re  i t .  " W ilso n  l is te d  J a m e s  

V I of S co tlan d  a s  th e  lead in g  c o n te n d e r  and  A rb e lla  S tu a r t  a s  th e  seco n d , 

a  "young d a m e s e ll  of 18 y e a r e s  who co m e th  of th e  s a m e  lyne and  by so m e 

tho u g h t m o re  cap ab le  th e n  he , f o r  th a t sh e  is  E n g lis h  b o rn e . " A rb e lla  

w as the  d a u g h te r  of C h a r le s  S tu a rt, y o u n g e r b r o th e r  o f D a rn le y , J a m e s ' 

f a th e r ,  and  E liz a b e th  C av en d ish , B e ss  o f H a rd w ic k 's  d a u g h te r . It w as 

A r b e l la 's  b i r th  th a t ended  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  b e tw een  M a ry  S tu a r t and  B e s s  of 

H ard w ick . T he c h ild 's  n am e  w as m en tio n ed  in  v a r io u s  m a r r ia g e  p ro p o s a ls  

f ro m  h e r  s ix th  y e a r  w hen  sh e  w as s e c r e t ly  engaged  by  h e r  g ra n d m o th e r  

to  L e ic e s te r 's  young so n . In S co tland  J a m e s  VI w as  c o n s ta n tly  a w a re  of 

th e  young lady  a s  a  c o m p e ti to r ,  and  h e  a sk e d  Q ueen  E liz a b e th  a  n u m b e r  of 

t im e s  fo r  r e a s s u ra n c e  th a t  A rb e lla  w ould  not be m a tc h e d  w ith o u t h is  

a p p ro v a l.  In 1590 th e  o ld  E a r l  o f S h rew sb u ry , s t i l l  fu ll o f a n g e r  a s  h is  

d e a th  a p p ro a c h e d , u t te re d  w a rn in g s  th a t  "h e  f e a re d  th e  L ady  A r r a b e l l

 ̂̂ Thomas W ilson, The State o f England anno D o m ., 1600
(London: Cam den S ociety , 1936), p. 6.
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w ould b r in g  m u ch  tro u b le  to  h is  h o u se , by h is  w ife and  h e r  d a u g h te r 's  

d ev ice^  th ey  though t h im  a  g r e a t  b lock  in  th e i r  w ay. A s though indeed  

he w e re  a  p ro p h e t, in  th is  sa m e  y e a r  A rb e lla  w as im p riso n e d  fo r  lis te n in g  

to  o v e r tu re s  o f m a r r ia g e  fro m  H en ry  P e rc y , th e  n in th  E a r l  o f N o r th u m b e r­

land . De Thou, th e  F re n c h  h is to r ia n , sa id  th ey  w e re  m a r r ie d  - - h i s  

in fo rm a tio n  s e e m s  to  have com e fro m  S ir  John  C o lv ille . H en ry  P e r c y  

w as h im s e lf  a  p r e te n d e r  to  the th ro n e  th ro u g h  h is  c la im  of d esc en d a n c e  

fro m  E dm und C ro u ch b ack , the  b r o th e r  o f H en ry  III. In P a r s o n s ' C o n fe r ­

ence abou t th e  N ext S u c c e ss io n  (1594) B u rg h ley  w as sa id  to  " e s p e c ia l ly  

15fav o r A rb e lla , " and  in  th a t y e a r  i t  w as a ls o  ru m o re d  th a t  the  P o p e  w as 

back ing  a  p la n  of S ir  W illiam  S tan ley , th e  d e fe c ted  knight, to  k idnap 

A rb e lla  and  ta k e  h e r  to  the  C o n tin en t fo r  a  m a r r ia g e  w ith  th e  so n  of the 

Duke of P a r m a .  In  1595 th e  new  C oun tess  o f S h re w sb u ry  (M ary , G ilb e r t 's

^^C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s . D o m e s tic . 1581-1590 . p. 689.

^'^In 1612 J a m e s  sen t I s a a c  C asau b o n  to  P a r i s  to  q u e s tio n  D e T hou 
(o r  T huanus) ab o u t th e  u n f la tte r in g  d e s c r ip tio n  o f M a ry  S tu a r t  th a t  th e  
h is to r ia n  had  w r i t te n .  C asau b o n  re tu rn e d  to  London w ith  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
th a t  De T hou  h ad  c o n su lte d  w ith  S ir  John C o lv ille , who w as he  though t a  
n e u tr a l  s o u rc e , ab o u t S co ttish  h is to r y .  See O rig in a l L e t te r s  o f M r. John  
C o lv ille , pp . x x x iii-x x x v ; Lodge, III, 28; C a le n d a r  o f S ta te  P a p e r s . 
D o m e s tic . 1581-1590. p . 708; an d  P .M . H an d o v e r, A rb e lla  S tu a rt 
(London: E y re  and  S po ttisw oode, 1957), p . 89, c ite d  h e r e a f te r  a s  H an d ­
o v e r .  _  _

^^N. D o lem an  ^ s e u d jj_ / , A  C o n fe ren ce  A bout th e  N ext S u c c e ss io n  
to  the C row ne o f Ing land  (Im p rin te d  a t  N. Æ n t w e r p ^  , 1594), p . 249.

16
C alendar of State P a p e r s . D o m estic . 1591 ~ l594. pp. 255, 259.
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w ife and d a u g h te r  of B e ss  o f H ardw ick) w as im p ris o n e d  fo r  t re a t in g  in  a

m a r r ia g e  p ro p o sa l fo r  A rb e lla  w ith  C a th o lic s  on the  C o n tin en t. B u rg h ley

in te rc e p te d  le t te r s  in  th e  s a m e  y e a r  w hich  s ta te d  "the  t r a f f ic  o f A rb e lla

I?is  ac ce p ted , A llen  is  th e  m e rc h a n t.  " E liz a b e th  h e r s e l f  w as in te re s te d

in  s e c u rin g  H en ry  IV of F ra n c e  a s  a  h u sb an d  fo r  A rb e lla  if  th e  m o n a rc h

w ould d iv o rc e  M a rg a re t  o f V alo is; G ilb e r t, E a r l  o f S h rew sb u ry , A r b e l la 's

un c le , w as s e n t to  P a r i s  w ith  the  G a r te r  fo r  H en ry  IV in  1596, and  i t  w as

18ru m o re d  th a t he w as a ls o  to  o ffe r  h is  n ie ce  a s  a  su ita b le  b r id e .  H en ry  

re m a rk e d  to  h is  m in is te r ,  de Sully , th a t  he had  no o b jec tio n s  to  " the  

P r in c e s s  A rb e lla  of E n g land , if, s in c e  it  is  p u b lic a lly  sa id  th e  C row n  of 

E ngland  r e a l ly  belongs to  h e r ,  sh e  w e re  only  d e c la re d  p re su m p tiv e  h e i r e s s

ig
of i t . "  E s s e x  too  w as in te re s te d  in  A r b e l la 's  t i t le ,  and S ir  Jo h n

H arin g to n  re m a rk e d  in  h is  t r a c t  on th e  s u c c e s s io n  th a t E s s e x  com m ended

A rb e lla  to  su ch  an  e x ten t a s  to  have "b o th  h im s e lf  and  h is  h o n o u rab le

f r ie n d s  to  be su sp ec te d  of th a t, w h ich  I su p p o se  w as no p a r t  o f th e i r  

20m ean in g . " A r b e l la 's  n am e  w as a t  one t im e  o r  a n o th e r  linked  w ith  m o s t 

o f th e  g re a t  n a m es  in  E u ro p e  -  - P a r m a ,  N a v a r re ,  th e  A rch d u k e  M a tth ia s , 

N e v e rs , Lennox, and ev en  S ir  R o b e r t C e c il. A s la te  a s  1602 Q ueen

17C a le n d a r  of S a lisb u ry  M a n u s c r ip ts . IV, 625, 627.

^^C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . S co tla n d . XII, 267.

^^Q uoted by H an d o v er, p . 115.

^ °Ib id .. p. 117.
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E liz a b e th  w as o v e r tly  ben t on a  F re n c h  m a r r ia g e  fo r  the  young lady  w ith 

th e  P r in c e  of C o n d i, nephew  o f H en ry  IV. In th is  co m p lex  w eb of sc h e m e s  

and  co u n te r  s c h e m e s  we find  A rb e lla  develop ing  id eas  o f h e r  own. She 

and  h e r  g ra n d m o th e r  had  b een  a p p ro a ch ed  b e fo re  1600 by E d w ard  K yrton, 

a  law y er o f th e  E a r l  o f H e r tfo rd , who su g g e s te d  a  m a r r ia g e  b e tw een  

E d w ard  S ey m o u r, H e r tfo rd 's  e ld e r  g ra n d so n , and A rb e lla .  E d w ard  and 

W illiam  S ey m o u r w e re  the  g ra n d so n s  of C a th e r in e  G rey , and  th e y  d e riv e d  

th e i r  c la im s  to  th e  c ro w n  fro m  M a ry  T u d o r, y o u n g est d a u g h te r  o f H en ry  

V n . L aw y er K y rto n  had  m a r r ie d  th e  d a u g h te r  o f S ir  W illiam  C av en d ish , 

th e  widow of T h o m as  C obham  who had  b e e n  involved  in  the D uke o f N o rfo lk 's  

a f f a i r s .  P e rh a p s  it  w as th ro u g h  K y rto n  th a t  H en ry  C obham  m ad e  h is  

co n ta c t w ith  A rb e l la  o r  p e rh a p s  it w as th ro u g h  h is  m o th e r 's  c lo se  f r ie n d ­

sh ip  w ith  B e ss  o f H ard w ick . R ec o rd s  of th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw een  H en ry  

C obham  and A rb e l la  a r e  a lm o s t  n o n ex is ten t; fo r  in fo rm a tio n  we m u s t 

depend  upon th e  ev id en ce  b ro u g h t fo r th  a t  C o b h am 's  t r i a l  fo r  t r e a s o n  in  

1603.

T he fam o u s  M ain  and  Bye p lo ts  w h ich  in te r ru p te d  the  m id su m m e r  

f e s t iv i t ie s  o f J a m e s ' p re -c o ro n a t io n  days in  London a r e  s t i l l  c o n s id e re d  

u n so lv ed  m a t te r s  o f s ta te .  Involved  in  the  p lo ttin g  w e re  a  n u m b e r  of 

d isc o n te n ts  who saw  in  the c o ro n a tio n  o f J a m e s  th e  end of a l l  t h e i r  p ro sp e c ts  

fo r  re w a rd  and  a d v a n c em en t in  E n g lan d . C h ie f am ong  th e s e  w e re  H en ry , 

L o rd  Cobham , an d  S ir  W a lte r  R a le ig h . A  c o n te m p o ra ry  h is to r ia n .  S ir  

R ic h a rd  B ak e r, w ro te  a n  acco u n t of th e  d r a m a tic  happ en in g s  of 1603:
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It w as now a t im e  th a t  e v e ry  m an  m ig h t s i t  u n d e r  h is  
V ine, and  en joy  th e  h a p p in e ss  o f a  p e a c e a b le  G o v e rn ­
m en t: w hen su d d en ly  like  a  s to rm  in  a  f a i r  S u m m e rs  
day , b ro k e  fo r th  a  T re a s o n  of a  s tr a n g e  C o m p o sitio n : 
fo r  w h ere  in  a l l  T re a s o n s  com m o n ly  th ey  a r e  a l l  o f 
so m e  one F a c tio n , in  th is  th e re  w e re  p eo p le  of a l l  
s o r t s .  P r i e s t s  and  L aym en , P a p is ts  and  P r o te s ta n ts ,
N oblem en , K nigh ts and G en tlem en ; th a t  one w ould 
th in k  it  shou ld  be a  w e ll m an ag ed  T re a s o n , and  ye t w as 
th e  sh a llo w e s t th a t w as e v e r  s e t  on foo t; so  sh a llo w , 
th a t  it could  s c a r c e  be o b se rv e d , e i th e r  w hat th e  A u th o rs  
o f i t  a ile d , o r  w hat i t  w as th ey  w ould h av e  d one . Indeed  
th e  g re a t  fav o u r w hich  King J a m e s  a t  h is  f i r s t  com ing  to  
th e  C row n, shew ed  to  th e  E a r l  o f S outham pton , w as like  
to  b re e d  no good blood to  th o se  th a t  w e re  h is  o p p o s ite s ; 
and  it  w as sa id  (how t ru e  I know not) th a t  a s  th e  K ing had  
se n t to  e n la rg e  th e  E a r l  of S ou tham pton , and  ap p o in ted  
h im  to  m e e t h im  upon th e  w ay: so  w hen  he h e a rd  of an  
in te n tio n  th a t th e  L o rd  C obham  and S ir  W a lte r  R aw le igh  
had  to  m e e t h im , he s e n t th em  w o rd  th ey  should  s p a re  
th e i r  la b o u r. B ut w h e th e r  i t  w e re  so  o r  not, i t  s e e m s  
th e y  found so m e c a u se  of d isc o n te n tm e n t.

J a m e s ' d is fa v o r  o f C obham  and  R a le ig h  s te m m e d  in  p a r t  f ro m  th e ir  l e a d e r ­

sh ip  in  th e  m o v em en t to  o v e r th ro w  the E a r l  o f E s s e x , a  m o v em en t w h ich  

su cc e ed ed  in  F e b ru a ry ,  1601. J a m e s ' a n g e r  w as k ep t sm o u ld e r in g  by the 

s e c r e t  l e t t e r s  fro m  S ir  R o b e r t C e c il  and  L o rd  H en ry  H ow ard  d u rin g  1601- 

1603. H o w a rd 's  le t t e r s  in  p a r t ic u la r  a r e  f il le d  w ith  m a lic e  and  h a tr e d  fo r

21
A  C h ro n ic le  o f th e  K ings o f E n g lan d , pp . 4 0 4 -0 5 . A  m o d e rn  

acco u n t o f th e  M ain  and  Bye p lo ts  m ay  be found in  S am u e l R . G a rd in e r , 
H is to ry  of E n g land . 1603-1642 (10 v o lu m es; London: L ongm an, G reen , 
and C om pany , 1905), I, 7 9 -1 1 0 . John  M anningham  w ro te  o f C o b h am 's  
r a s h  t r i p  n o r th w a rd  to  m e e t  J a m e s  : " T h e re  is  a  fo o lish e  r im e  ru n n e s  up 
and  dow ne in  the  C o u rt o f S ir  H en ry  B ro m e ly , L o rd  T h o m as  H ow ard ,
L o rd  C obham , and  th e  D eane  o f C a n te rb u ry , D r .  N ev il, th a t  each e  shou ld  
goe to  m ove the  King fo r  w hat th e y  lik e . N ev il fo r  th e  P r o te s ta n t ,  L o rd  
T h o m as fo r  the P a p is t ,  B ro m le y  fo r  th e  P u r i ta n ,  and  L o rd  C obham  fo r  
the  A th ie s t .  " D ia ry  of Jo h n  M ann ingham . ed . Jo h n  B ru c e  
(London: C am d en  S o c ie ty , 1868), p . 168.



218

C obham , R a le ig h , and  N o rth u m b e rla n d , the " d ia b o lic a l t r ip l ic i ty "  a s  he

c a lle d  th e m . A s a  c le v e r  and ca p ab le  p ro p a g a n d is t, H ow ard  re la y e d

C e c il 's  m e s s a g e s  to  J a m e s  v ia  E d w ard  B ru ce :

T he th in g  w hich  C e c il  w ould hav e  m e p r in t  in  the  K in g 's  
m ind , is  the  m is e r a b le  s ta te  o f C obham  and  R ale ig h , 
who a r e  fa in  to  pu t th e i r  h e a d s  u n d e r the  g ird le  of h im  
w hom  th ey  envy m o st, and  th a t  they  canno t e sc a p e  h is  
w alk  w ith  a l l  th e i r  a g ili ty , w h ich  i f  you s e e m  in  y o u r 
l e t t e r  by th e  K in g 's  d ire c t io n  to  o b se rv e , you tic k le  
th e  r ig h t h u m o u r. . . . h e l l  c an n o t a ffo rd  su ch  a  like 
t r ip l ic i ty  th a t d en ie s  the  T r in i ty .  ^

In 1602 H ow ard  in fo rm ed  B ru ce  th a t  " th e  league is  v e ry  s tro n g  b e tw een

S ir  W a lte r  R a le ig h  and m y  L ady S h re w sb u ry "  and th a t  C obham  w as try in g

to  " in c e n se  th e  Q ueen a g a in s t the  le a s e  w hich  S ou tham pton  m ad e  y e a r s

b e fo re  th is  m ish a p  fo r  p ay m en t o f h is  d e b ts . " He co m m en ted  th a t  "h e ll

22T he S e c re t  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  of S ir  R o b e r t C e c il w ith  J a m e s  VI 
King of S c o tla n d , ed . D avid  D a lry m p le , L o rd  H a ile s  (E d inburgh : A . 
M illa r ,  1766), p . 52. T he a c c u s a tio n s  of a th e ism  c a s t  a g a in s t  R a le ig h  
and  C obham  w e re  old c h a rg e s  w h ich  a r o s e  fro m  th e  s c ie n tif ic  e x p e r i ­
m e n ta tio n s  w h ich  w e re  conducted  by th e  in te l le c tu a l  g ro u p  c a lle d  the  
School of N igh t. R a le ig h 's  m a g n e tism  had  a t t r a c te d  su ch  th in k e rs  a s  
T h o m as H a r io t, R o b e rt H ughes, R ic h a rd  H akluyt, Ja c q u e s  L e M oyne, 
and  D r . Jo h n  D ee  to  h is  " l i t t le  A c a d e m e . " T he l i t e r a r y  n a m e s  a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  the  g ro u p  w e re  S p e n se r, C hapm an , Roydon, D ray to n , and  M arlo w e . 
See E .G .  C la rk , R a leg h  and M a rlo w e , pp . 284-286; and  M . C . B ra d -  
b ro o k . T he School o f N ight (C am b rid g e : U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1936). 
R a le ig h 's  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  bo th  W illiam , L o rd  C obham , and  h is  son  
H e n ry  ("I a m  y o u rs  b e fo re  a l l  th a t  l iv e "  R a le ig h  w ro te  to  th e  la t te r )  
b ro u g h t bo th  m e n  in to  th e  f r in g e  a r e a  o f th is  " sc h o o l. " N e ith e r  o f th e  
C obham s s e e m s  to  have o ffe re d  an y  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  in te l le c tu a l  
thought o f th e  g ro u p . T he only  ex ta n t w r itin g  of th e  C obham  fa m ily  th a t 
I  have found a r e  two so n n e ts  co m p o sed  by G eo rg e  B ro o k e , W ill ia m 's  
you n g est so n . T h e se  a r e  p a r t  o f th e  A sh m o le  M a n u sc r ip t in  th e  B o d le ian  
M useum , and  th e y  show  li t t le  m e r i t  o r  o r ig in a li ty .
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did n e v e r  spew  up su ch  a  coup le  w hen i t  c a s t  up C e rb e ru s  and P h leg e th o n  - -  

th ey  a r e  now s e t  on th e  p in  of m ak ing  t r a g e d ie s ,  by m edd ling  in  y o u r 

a f f a i r s .

C ec il had  b ro k en  w ith  R a le ig h  and  C obham  in  1600 a lthough  on the

s u r fa c e  of th in g s  th e  th re e  m en  w e re  f r ie n d s .  C obham  and R a le ig h  s lip p ed

to  the  C on tinen t in  the s u m m e r  of th a t y e a r  to  o b se rv e  the  figh ting  in  the

U nited  P ro v in c e s ,  but ev id en tly  a t  th is  d a te  th ey  m ade co n tac t w ith  the

Count d 'A re m b e rg , A m b a s sa d o r  fo r  th e  A rch d u k e  and th e  In fan ta  in  the 

24
Low C o u n tr ie s . C e c il  w ro te  to  h is  co n fid an t. S ir  G eorge  C arew  in

Ire la n d , th a t "2 old f re e n d s  ^ o b h a m  an d  R a le ig h / u se  m e unkindly , but

I have cov en an ted  w ith  m y  H a r t  no t to  know it ,  fo r  in  shew  w e a r e  g re a t ,

25and  a l l  m y re v e n g e  sh a lb e  to  h e ap e  c o a le s  on th e i r  h e d d s . " In  Jun e ,

1601, the  E a r l  of S h re w sb u ry  and the  E a r l  of W o rc e s te r  w e re  m ade 

C o u n c illo rs  - - t h e  p o s itio n s  w hich  R a le ig h  and  C obham  had  hoped to  o b ta in . 

C e c il  w ro te  to  C arew , " th is  day  h a th  in fla m e d  th e i r  m y n d s. . . . C re d it  

m e , h e  /R a le ig h /  s h a ll  n e v e r  h av e  m y  c o n se n t to  be a  C o u n sa illo r  w ithou t

^ ^The S e c re t  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  of S i r  R o b e rt C e c il  w ith  J a m e s  VI 
K ing of S co tlan d , pp. 68, 131.

M. H an d o v er, T h e  Second C e c il, 1563-1604 (London: E y re  
and  S po ttisw oode, 1959), p. 217.

^ ^ L e tte r s  fro m  S ir  R o b e r t  C e c il  to  S ir  G eo rg e  C arew . ed . John  
M ac lean  (London: C am den  S o c ie ty , 1864), p . 116.
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he s u r r e n d e r  to  you th e  c a p ta in sh ip  of the  G a rd . T h is  r i f t  w idened,

and a f te r  J a m e s ' a c c e s s io n  th e  d iffe re n c e s  b ecam e  a  "fou le  j a r r ,  "

M anningham  h e a rd  of th e  q u a r re l l in g  and noted  it in  h is  D ia ry ;

7 A p r i l l  1603. I h e a rd  th e re  had  b in  a  foule j a r r  be tw ix t 
S ir  R o b e rt C ec ile  and th e  L o rd  C obham , upon th is  o ccas io n , 
b ec a u se  th e  L o rd s  and  la te  C ounsell, upon th e  Q ueenes 
d ea th , had  though t good to  appo in t a n  o th e r  C ap ta ine  of 
th e  G ard , b e c a u se  S ir  W a lte r  R haley  w as th en  a b se n t, w hich  
th e  L o rd  C obham  tooke in  foule dudgeon, a s  y f i t  had  b in  
th e  d e v ise  o f S ir  R o b e rt, and_w o^d  h av e  b in  him  se  If e 
depu ty  to  S ir  W a lte r  r a th e r  A h a n / an y  o th e r .

T h e se  a d v e r s e  tu rn s  se em  to  have co n firm ed  C obham  and R a le ig h  in  th e i r  

p lo t to  o v e rth ro w  J a m e s  (he no t being  King u n til a f te r  co ro n a tio n , th ey  

sa id ) and to  p la ce  A rb e lla  on th e  th ro n e  of E n g lan d . T he d en se  e n ta n g le ­

m en t o f the  th re a d s  o f both  th e  M ain  and th e  Bye p lo ts  h a s  n e v e r  b een  

a d eq u a te ly  ex am in ed  o r  ex p la in ed . Two s e c u la r  p r ie s t s ,  W illiam  C la rk  

and W illiam  W atson , w e re  invo lved  in  the a r c h p r ie s t  c o n tro v e rs y  w ith  th e  

J e s u i ts .  C la r k 's  le t t e r s  w r i t te n  in  the  sp r in g  o f 1603 in d ica te  th a t h e  w as

tra p p e d  e i th e r  by C e c il  o r  the  J e s u i ts  in to  ta k in g  a  p a r t  in  th e  Bye p lo t to  

28expose  i t .  A nd G eo rg e  B rooke  c o n s is te n tly  d e c la re d  in  le t t e r s  to  th e  

L o rd s  of th e  C ouncil th a t  he w as b e tra y e d  by th e i r  p ro m is e s  of re w a rd  if

^^Ibid.. p. 86.

27
D ia ry  o f Jo h n  M ann ingham . p. 160.

28
C alendar of Sa lisb u ry  M anuscrip ts. XI, pp. 222-223 .
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29he b ro k e  th e  p lo t. T he a c c u s a tio n s  m ad e  a t  th e  t r i a l  w e re  lis te d  by S ir

R ic h a rd  B a k e r, and h e  co m b in es  the  tw o p lo ts :

C o n ce rn in g  the f i r s t  P o in t, i t  w as p ro v ed  th a t th e  L o rd  
G re y  in tended  to  o b ta in  the  levy ing  of 2000 m en , fo r  
d efen ce  of the  Low C o u n tr ie s , and  w ith  th em  to  s e iz e  
upon the  King and  P r in c e ,  an d  ta k e  th e  L o rd s  o f the 
C ouncil in  th e i r  C h a m b e rs . F o r  th e  o th e r  P o in ts ,  It 
w as p ro v ed , th a t th e  L ord  C obham  and  S ir  W a lte r  
R aw le igh , m e t a t  S t. M a rtin s  in  the  F ie ld s ,  and  th e r e  
co n su lted  about r a is in g  S ed ition , m oving  R eb e llio n , 
a l te r in g  R elig ion , su b v e rtin g  th e  S ta te , and  to  s e t  up 
th e  L ady A rb e lla . And p a r t ic u la r ly  fo r  th e  P o in t  of 
su b v e rtin g  the  S ta te ; i t  w as p ro v e d , th a t  W atso n  w as 
d e s ig n ed  to  be L o rd  C h a n c e llo r , G eo rg e  B ro o k e , L o rd  
T r e a s u r e r ,  S ir  G riff in  M ark am , S e c re ta ry ,  and  th e  
L o rd  G rey  to  be M a s te r  o f th e  H o rse , and  E a r l  M a rs h a ll  
o f E n g lan d . . . .  It w as p ro v e d  th a t  S ir  W a lte r  R aw le igh  
w as appo in ted  to  t r e a t  w ith  C ount A re m b e rg  fo r  s ix  
h u n d red  thousand  C ro w n s, and  th e  L o rd  C obham  to  go 
to  th e  A rchduke and  to  the  K ing of S pain  to  p e rsu a d e  
tAem to  a s s i s t  th e  L ady  A rb e lla .

B oth  C obham  and R a le ig h  b ro k e  in to  v io le n t a c c u s a tio n s  a g a in s t  e ach  o th e r

a s  th e  t r i a l s  p ro g re s s e d .  Cobham  c o n fe sse d  th a t he  and  R a le ig h  had  t r e a te d

w ith  A re m b e rg  fo r  te n  h u n d red  th o u san d  c ro w n s to  ad v an ce  th e i r  s c h e m e ,

but he  d en ied  th a t A rb e lla  had  any  p a r t  in  th e  p lo t. C e c il  p ro c la im e d  th a t

la d y 's  inn o cen ce  a t the t r i a l ,  and th e  L o rd  A d m ira l  d e c la re d  th a t A rb e lla

Ib id . . XV, 282; " .  . . y o u r  lo rd s h ip s  w ill  b e lie v e  th a t  w h ils t I 
b re a th e , i f  n o t a f te r ,  I  s h a l l  c la im  th o se  p ro m is e s  I h av e  re c e iv e d  bo th  
fro m  th e  K ing and  y o u r lo rd sh ip s  in  s e v e r a l  m a n n e r  a s s u r in g  m o re  th a n  
life , an d  w h ich  can  have no  in te rp re ta t io n  in  th a t  I  have a lrea .d y  s u ffe re d , 
m u ch  le s s  in  th a t  I now e x p e c t. "

30
A  C hronicle o f the Kings o f England, p. 405.
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had d u tifu lly  handed  the  l e t te r  she  re c e iv e d  fro m  C obham  to  J a m e s .

Cobham  w ro te  to  C e c il fro m  th e  T o w er th a t h is  " c o n c e it"  fo r  A rb e lla  w as

so m eth in g  of th e  p a s t, and  th a t  w hen he saw  the lady  "h e  re so lv e d  n e v e r

to  h a z a rd  h is  e s ta te  f o r  h e r ,  " th a t th e  "c o n c e it soon  d ied  and n e v e r  had 

32rev iv ed  s in c e ."  A ll the  in tre g a n ts  w e re  judged  g u ilty  o f t r e a s o n .  The

two p r ie s t s ,  W atson  and  C la rk , and  G eorge  B ro o k e  w e re  ex ecu ted  in

D ec em b e r, 1603; C obham , R a le ig h , and  G rey  w e re  re p r ie v e d  on the

scaffo ld  and re c e iv e d  s e n te n c e s  o f life  im p ris o n m e n t in  th e  T o w er.

T h ese  w e re  th e  p o l i t ic a l  m a c h in a tio n s  th a t  w e re  budding in  1599

and of w hich, I b e liev e , S h a k e sp e a re  had so m e  c lu e  o r  w ord  of g o s s ip .

O nly th ro u g h  an  an c ie n t sy m b o lism  does he  m ak e  u se  of the  in fo rm a tio n .

A s the  F a i r y  Q ueen g iv es  o r d e r s  fo r  h e r  fo llo w e rs  to  p inch  and b u rn

F a ls ta f f ,  she ch an ts  a  c h a rm  to  w a rd  off t re a s o n :

T he s eue r a i l  C h a ire s  o f O rd e r ,  looke you sc o w re  
W ith iuyce of B a lm e; and  e u e ry  p re c io u s  f lo w re .

C a le n d a r  of S ta te  P a p e r s . V e n e tian . X, 117; Lodge, m ,  74; 
H andover, p . 119. W illiam  S a n d e rso n 's  acco u n t o f th e  p lo t, b a se d  h e  sa id  
on R a le ig h 's  ow n d is c u s s io n s  of th e  ev en ts  w ith  h im  w hen  he v is i te d  th e  
T o w er d u rin g  R a le ig h 's  im p riso n m e n t, p u ts  m u ch  of th e  b lam e  on R a le ig h 's  
b e tr a y a l  of M atthew  de L a u re n c ie ,  th e  g o -b e tw e en  u se d  by A re m b e rg  and 
C obham . W hen R a le ig h 's  l e t t e r  of b e tr a y a l  w as show n to  C obham , it  
s ta r te d  th e  c h a in - lik e  s e r i e s  o f c o n fe ss io n s  and d e n ia ls .  See W illiam  
S an d erso n , A  C o m p lea t H is to ry  o f th e  L iv es  o f M a ry  Q ueen of S co tland  
and o f H e r  Son  and S u c c e s s o r . J a m e s  VI . . . (London: H u m p h rey  
M oseley , R ic h a rd  T o m lin s , 1656), pp. 282-87 .

32C a len d a r  of S a lisb u ry  M a n u s c r ip ts , XV, 208. T he C a le n d a r  o f 
S ta te  P a p e r s . V enetian , co n ta in c  ru m o rs  w h ich  r e a c h e d  I ta ly  co n c e rn in g  
A r b e l la 's  p r a c t ic e s  fo r  th e  th ro n e . See XL 554, 566.
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E a ch  f a ire  In s ta lm e n t, C o a te , and  s e u 'r a l l  C re s t ,
W ith lo y a ll B lazon , e u e rm o re  be b le s t .

T he Cobham  c r e s t  and  co a t o f a r m s  w ith  H e n ry 's  a c h ie v e m e n ts  a s  K night

o f th e  G a r te r  w e re  ta k e n  down and k ick ed  out o f th e  w e s t d o o rs  of St.

G e o rg e 's  C hapel on 16 F e b ru a ry , 1604, in  a  t r a d i t io n a l  p ro c e d u re  g iven

33to  th o se  K nigh ts found g u ilty  o f t r e a s o n .

W hen F a ls ta f f  d is g u is e s  h im s e lf  a s  th e  fa t w itch  of B re n tfo rd  and 

is  b e a te n  by M a s te r  F o rd , I  th in k  th e  p la y w rig h t w as  c re a t in g  a  sce n e  

w hich  a llu d e s  to  the  d ru b b in g  L o rd  C obham  to o k  a t  the  h an d s of th e  s a t i r i s t s  

w ho u sed  th e  u n f la tte r in g  v e rs io n s  o i -he E le a n o r  Cobham  s to r y .  T h e re  

w as of c o u rse  a  c o n te m p o ra ry  a llu s io n  invo lved  in  the " fa t w o m an  of B r a in -  

fo rd "  who kep t a  ta v e rn  a t  B re n tfo rd , and  p o s s ib ly  th e re  is  a n  a llu s io n  to  

th e  o b scen e  " T e s ta m e n t"  p r in te d  by W illiam  C opland . B ut fo r  th o se  of 

th e  au d ien ce  who knew th e  C obham  h is to ry  th e  w itc h 's  d isg u is e  w as m o re  

s a t i r e  h eap ed  on L o rd  C o b h a m 's  h ead . The B ro o k e  -B ro o m  re v is io n  w hich  

o c c u r re d  b e tw een  the  Q u a rto  and the F o lio  is  m o re  s a t i r e  a im e d  a t  the 

C obham s w hose fa m ily  n am e  w as B ro o k e . W hen M a s te r  F o rd  a s s u m e s  

th e  a l ia s  o f B rooke , F a ls ta f f  w illin g ly  a c c e p ts  h im  and  h is  p ro p o s itio n ,

^^Edm und H. F e llo w e s , T he K nigh ts o f th e  G a r te r .  1348-1939 
(London: W illiam  C low es and  Sons, n . d . ), p . 80 . T h e  c e re m o n y  of 
d e fa ce m e n t u su a lly  concluded  w ith  th e  s e rv a n ts  o f th e  C a s tle  k ick ing  
th e  co a t o f a r m s  in to  the  C a s tle  d itc h . J a m e s  p ro h ib ite d  th is  f in a l 
d e b a se m e n t, d o u b tle ss  f o r  C e c il 's  s a k e  s in c e  C e c i l 's  w ife h ad  b een  
E liz a b e th  C obham  and C e c i l 's  c h ild re n  q u a r te re d  th e  C obham  a r m s .

34
G reg, p. 81.
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"su ch  B ro o k es  a r e  w e lco m e to  m e , th a t o 'e rf lo w  su ch  liq u o r, " ( I I .  11. 159). 

Why th e  F o lio  s u b s titu tio n  of B room  should  be p u b lish ed  In 1623, so m e 

y e a rs  a f te r  H en ry  C o b h a m 's  d ea th , w e can  only  c o n je c tu re .  It h a s  b een  

su g g es te d  th a t th e  "n o to rio u s  old m a k e -b a te "  R alph  B ro o k e , Y ork  H e ra ld , 

who w as q u a r re ll in g  w ith  J a g g a rd , th e  F o lio  p r in te r  In  1622-23, w as 

a llu d ed  to  In the  Q u a rto  and  th a t  J a g g a rd  In s is te d  on B ro o m  to  avoid
O  C

fu r th e r  tro u b le  w ith  the  q u a r re ls o m e  h e ra ld .  It h a s  b een  su g g e s te d  

a ls o  th a t th e  change w as m ade  b e fo re  th e  4 th  o f N o v em b er, 1604, w hen

36
the K in g 's  M en gave a  C o u rt p e r fo rm a n c e  o f T he M e r ry  W ives of W in d so r . 

C ec il w as a l l  p o w erfu l a t  th is  t im e , and  It w a s  d o u b tle ss  h e , not J a m e s , 

who w as s e n s itiv e  ab o u t the  C obham  s a t i r e .  In  a l l  lik e lih o o d  th is  w as the 

tim e  of th e  nam e re v is io n  fro m  B rooke  to  B ro o m , and  th e  la t te r  fo rm  

re m a in e d  In the s c r ip t ,  th u s  a p p e a r in g  In th e  1623 e d itio n  o f th e  p lay .

I su g g es ted  In m y  d is c u s s io n  of T he F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s  th a t S ir  ~ 

W illiam  D eth lck , G a r te r  K ing of A rm s , Is p e rh a p s  s a t i r iz e d  In th e  c h a r a c ­

t e r  o f th e  H o st of th e  G a r te r .  We know th a t  In  O c to b e r, 1596, John  S h ak e­

s p e a re  re c e iv e d  a  g ra n t  o f a r m s  fro m  S ir  W illiam  D e th lc k . A t so m e da te  

b e tw een  1596 and 1599, w hen a n  a s s ig n m e n t w as m ad e  to  a llo w  th e  A rd e n  

a r m s  to  be Im paled  w ith  th o se  of John  S h a k e sp e a re  an d  h is  d e sc e n d a n ts , 

q u a r re ls o m e  R alph  B ro o k e  q u es tio n ed  the  a r m s  th a t h ad  b e e n  g ra n te d  to

3 5 j. C ro f ts , S h a k e sp e a re  an d  the  P o s t  H o r s e s , pp . 103-105.

^^D avld W hite , "A n E x p lan a tio n  of th e  B ro o k -B ro o m  Q u estio n  In 
S h a k e s p e a re 's  M e rry  W iv es . " P h ilo lo g ic a l Q u a r te r ly ,  XXV (1946), 280-83; 
G reen , pp . 110-12.
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John  S h a k e sp e a re  b e c a u se  th ey  re se m b le d  c lo s e ly  the G old, a  bend sab le  

o f L o rd  M a u le y 's  co a t. D e th ic k 's  re p ly  in  th e  c o n tro v e rs y  is  p re s e rv e d  

in  the C o lleg e  of A rm s ;  the G a r te r  K ing w ro te  th a t  the p ro m in en c e  of th e  

s p e a r  on th e  sa b le  bend d is tin g u ish e d  th e  S h a k e sp e a re  co a t c le a r ly  fro m  

the  o th e r  a r m s  w hich  c o n ta in ed  a  b la c k  bend on gold , and th a t he w as of 

th e  opin ion  th a t S h a k e s p e a re 's  co a t w ould not be con fused  fo r  a  cadet 

b ra n c h  of th e  M auley  fa m ily . I b e liev e  W illiam  S h a k e sp e a re  re w o rk ed  

th e  c h a r a c te r  o f D e r r ic k e  in  The F a m o u s  V ic to r ie s , w hich  had  lam pooned 

S ir  W illiam  D eth ick , and  m ad e o f i t  th e  a ffab le  H o st of th e  G a r te r .  In th e  

f ra g m e n ta ry  p lo t o f T he  M e r ry  W ives we find th e  H ost en d eav o rin g  to  

m o llify  th e  f la m in g  te m p e r s  o f S ir  Hugh E v an s  an d  D o c to r C a iu s  by a s s ig n ­

ing th em  s e p a ra te  d u e llin g  p la c e s  n e a r  W in d so r C a s tle . H is  re w a rd  fo r 

h is  p ac ific  ta c t ic s  is  a  re v en g e  p lo t la id  by E v a n s  and C aiu s  w h ich  se e m s  

to  be r e la te d  to  th e  h o r s e  s te a lin g  ep iso d e  of th e  " C o z e n -J e rm a n s . " G reg

noted  in  h is  e d itio n  of th e  Q u a rto  th a t  it  w as p e rh a p s  F a l s ta f f 's  h o r s e s

38
w hich  w e re  paw ned to  th e  H ost th a t  th e  G e rm a n s  to o k . A nd J .  C ro fts  

h a s  su g g e s te d  th a t D o c to r  C a iu s , E v a n s , S hallow , P is to l ,  an d  Nym m a s q u e r ­

ad ed  a s  G e rm a n s  and to o k  th e  h o r s e s ,  th u s  ev en in g  th e i r  s c o re  w ith  th e

37Q uoted  by S c o tt-G ile s , S h a k e s p e a re 's  H e ra ld ry , p . 38.

38
G reg, p. 93.



226

39H ost. T h is  re v e n g e  s a t i s f ie s  th e  g ru d g e  h e ld  by P is to l ,  Nym, and 

Shallow  a g a in s t F a ls ta f f ,  and  it a ls o  ev en s  the  s c o re  b e tw een  C aiu s , E v an s, 

and th e  H o st. In a l l  p ro b a b ili ty  the  p lo t o f the  o r ig in a l  p lay  w as co m p le ted  

in  th is  m a n n e r .

We know th a t th e  t r a d i t io n a l  fee pa id  th e  G a r te r  King by the  new 

K nights (an an n u ity  of 40 s . ) w as  e n la rg e d  w ith  a  g ift o f a  " fa t buck y e a r ly  

a t  the  s e a so n  to  be ta k e n  of m y  p a rk e  a t  C obham " by H en ry  C obham . 

D e th ick  h a s  left us an  acco u n t of th e  1599 in s ta l la t io n  o f th e  G a r te r  in  

w hich  L ord  C obham  is  d e s c r ib e d  a s  " th e  b ra v e s t  one. "

39C ro f ts ,  S h a k e sp e a re  and  th e  P o s t  H o r s e s , pp . 4 4 -4 6 . C ro fts  
su p p lie s  a cc o u n ts  a ls o  o f tw o c o n te m p o ra ry  a f f a ir s  w h ich  m ay  w e ll have 
su p p lied  the  in c id e n ts  w h ich  su g g es ted  th e  h o r s e  s te a lin g  sc e n e s  - -  
th e  p o s tin g  s c a n d a l c o n c e rn in g  th e  G o v e rn o r o f D ieppe a t  G rav esen d  
in  S e p te m b e r, 1596, and  th e  i l le g a l  u se  o f p o s t h o r s e s  a t  C h ard  in  
N o v em b er, 1597. See pp . 11-21 , 32 -43 . It is  in te re s t in g  to  note th a t 
th e  young P r in c e  of A nhalt, w ho v is ite d  E ng land  in  Ju ly , 1596, w ro te  
a  poem  on h is  im p re s s io n  o f L o rd  C o b h am 's  ho u se  and  w e ll f illed  
s ta b le s  w hich  he v is i te d .  A  l i t e r a l  t r a n s la t io n  of th e  poem  is  g iven  
in  A rc h a e o lo g ia  C a n tia n a , XL, 205: " E a r ly  on the  fo llow ing  m o rn in g , 
we w alked  to  B a ro n  C o b h a m 's  h o u se . And in  th e  s ta b le , w h ich  w as 
w e ll l i t te r e d  w ith  s tra w , th e r e  w e re  s tan d in g  m any  fin e  h o r s e s .  F o r  
w ith  h im  sp le n d o r  w as c u s to m a ry , and  not o c c a s io n a l. " L o rd  C o b h am 's  
h o r s e s  a r e  m en tio n ed  by n am e  in  h is  w ill: H en ry  re c e iv e d  G ray  C a n te r - 
b u r ie . G ray  M ott, B ay M ott, and  Q u asto ; so n  W illiam  re c e iv e d  Bay 
G ay n sfo rd e , B ay Shepey , an d  G ray  P e m b ro c k . Ib id . , p . 211. I have 
found no ev id en ce  th a t  an y  of th e s e  fine h o r s e s  w e re  s to le n . T h e re  is  
ev id en ce  th a t in  M arch , 1566, th e  d isg u is e d  M a rg ra v e  of B aden  slip p ed  
b ack  in to  E ng lan d  to  s e e  h is  w ife , th e  L ad y  C e c ilia . He " s e c r e t ly  took  
up p o s t - h o r s e s "  w e le a r n  f ro m  a  le t te r  to  L e ic e s te r .  L o rd  Cobham  
sp en t so m e tim e  in  the  T o w er b e c a u se  of h is  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  M a rg ra v e  
and h is  w ife . If th is  ep iso d e  is  behind th e  o r ig in a l  s a t i r e ,  th e n  S h ak e­
s p e a r e 's  M e r ry  W ives is  b a se d  upon a  v e ry  old  p lay .
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A bout a  q u a r te r  of an  h o u r  a f te r  him  ^ o r d  Scrope^/ cam e 
th e  L o rd  C obham , a lth o u g h  th e  la s t, y e t m o s t b ra v e s t ,  
h is  g e n tle m en  in  p u rp le  v e lv e tt b re e c h e s , and w hite s a tin  
d o u b le tte , and  c h a in s  of go ld ; and h is  y eo m en  in  p u rp le  
c lo th  b re e c h e s ,  and  w hite  fu s tia n  d o u b le tts , a l l  in  blew  
c o a te s , faced  w ith  ta f fe ta  and  fe th e rs  of w hite  and blew e.

M o re  tan g ib le  ev id en ce  th a t th e  c h a r a c te r  of the  H ost of the G a r te r  w as a

g o o d -h u m o red  s a t i r e  o f S ir  W illiam  D eth ick  m a y  p e rh a p s  be found in  the

C o llege of A rm s ;  m y ow n r e s e a r c h  am ong se c o n d a ry  s o u rc e s  h as  re v e a le d

noth ing  m o re . The su g g e s tio n  th a t H en ry  E v an s and  the  C h ild re n  of the

C h ap e l R oyal a r e  p o r tra y e d  in  th e  c h a ra c te r  of S ir  Hugh E v an s and  the

f a i r ie s  h a s  m o re  ev id en ce  to  su b s ta n tia te  i t .  It w ill  be re c a lle d  th a t in

1583-84 E v an s  and H unnis su b le a se d  th e  old P a r l ia m e n t  c h a m b e r  fro m

F a r r a n t 's  w idow u n d e r  th e  s p o n so rsh ip  of the  E a r l  of O xford  and John

L yly . T hey  p re se n te d  p e r fo rm a n c e s  by a  com bined  g roup  of th e  C hapel

c h ild re n  and P a u l 's .  T he d rubb ing  th e y  seem  to  have g iven  L o rd  C obham

in  the c h a r a c te r  of O ld c a s tle  in  T he F am o u s V ic to r ie s  is , I b e liev e , a llu d ed

to  in  T he M e r ry  W iv e s . In the  f a i ry  scen e  E v an s  dons a  s a ty r 's  co stu m e

(the  t r a d it io n a l  m a sk  fo r  s a t i r e )  and d ire c ts  th e  l i t t le  " e lu e s "  to  p inch  and

b u rn  F a ls ta f f .  And w hen  th e  dance  is  ended and th e  o th e r  c h a r a c te r s  com e

on to  the  s ta g e , F a ls ta f f  in q u ire d , a r e  th e se  not f a i r ie s  ?

F a l:  W hy th e n  th e s e  w e re  not F a i r i e s ?
M is . P a g e : No S ir  John  but b oyes.
F a l :  By th e  L o rd  I  w as tw ice  o r  th r i s e  in  th e  m ind

T hey  w e re  no t, and  y e t th e  g ro s n e s s e

"^^Quoted fro m  th e  A sh m o le  M a n u sc rip t, A rc h a e o lo g ia  C an tian a ,
X n ,  156.
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O f th e  fo p p e rie  p e rsu a d e d  m e  th ey  w e re .
W ell, and th e  fine w its  of th e  C o u rt h e a re  th is ,
T h ay le  so  w hip  m e w ith  th e i r  k een e  J e s ts ,
T h a t th a y ’ m e lt  m e out lik e  ta llow .
D ro p  by d ro p  out o f m y g r e a s e .  B oyes!

S ir  Hugh: I t r u s t  m y  boyes S ir  John : and  I w as 
A lso  a  F a i r i e  th a t  did h e lp e  to  p in ch  you.

(Q u a r to , lin es  1541-1551)

I b e liev e  a  c o n te m p o ra ry  au d ien ce  w ould h av e  b een  a w a re  o f th e  b a s is  of

the  s a t i r e ,  e s p e c ia lly  s in c e  th e  p la y e rs  invo lved  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  of T he

M e rry  W ives o f W in d so r w e re  boys, p o s s ib ly  th e  W in d so r boys in  the

G a r te r  p e r fo rm a n c e  and  th e  C hape l boys in  l a te r  p e r fo rm a n c e s .  T he boys

of th e  C hape l w e re  u n d e r th e  p a tro n ag e  o f th e  L o rd  C h a m b e r la in . H en ry

E v an s w as a g a in  u sin g  th e  B la c k f r ia rs  th e a te r  fo r  p la y  p ro d u c tio n s  in  1600.

C .W . W allace  h a s  su g g e s te d  th a t the  c h ild re n  w e re  p e r fo rm in g  th e re

41a g a in  a s  e a r ly  a s  1597. P e rh a p s  th e y  had  re v iv e d  th e i r  s a t i r e  on L ord  

C obham . S a tire  w as no t a n  innovation  w ith  th e  boy c o m p a n ie s . P a u l 's  

boys se e m  to  h av e  b een  s u p p re s s e d  fo r th e i r  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  th e  M a rp re la te  

p la y s , and  S e b a s tia n  W e s tco tt, the M a s te r  o f P a u l 's  boys w as im p riso n e d  

tw ice  fo r  "be ing  som ew h at too  c le a r "  w ith  h is  s a t i r e .

If th e  p ro d u c tio n  of T h e  M e rry  W ives of W in d so r w as a n  a tte m p t in  

A p r il ,  1599, to  f o r e s ta l l  th e  e le c tio n  of H en ry , L o rd  C obham , to  th e  O rd e r

41 T he C h ild re n  of th e  C hapel a t B la c k f r ia r s  (L inco ln : U n iv e rs ity  
of N e b ra sk a  P r e s s ,  1908), p . 59. C h a m b e rs  d is a g re e s  w ith  th is  e a r ly  
d a te , but s ta te s  h e  h a s  no t s e e n  the  ev id en ce . T he E liz a b e th a n  S tage . II, 
4 1 -2 .
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of th e  G a r te r ,  it fa ile d  in  i ts  p u rp o se . C obham  w as e le c te d  on A p r i l  23 

and  in s ta lle d  on M ay 24. W ith in  fo u r y e a r s  h o w ev e r L o rd  C o b h a m 's  

fo o lish  p o li t ic a l  m ach in a tio n s  b rough t h im  dow nfall and  d is g ra c e .  He 

sp en t the  r e m a in d e r  of h is  life  in  the  T o w er t r a n s la t in g  S eneca and  o th e r  

c la s s ic a l  w r i te r s .  A f te r  the  G unpow der p lo t H en ry  P e rc y ,  E a r l  o f 

N o rth u m b e rlan d , jo in ed  C obham  and R a le ig h  in  th e  T o w er, and  la te r  

Lady A rb e lla  b ecam e  a s ta te  p r is o n e r  fo r  h e r  s e c r e t  m a r r ia g e  to  W illiam  

S ey m o u r. C obham  d ied  in  1619 and  h is  body lay  u n c la im e d  fo r  so m e  tim e . 

H is w ife , F ra n c e s ,  the L o rd  A d m ira l 's  d a u g h te r , s e e m s  to  have ta k e n  

no note o f the  ev e n t though sh e  w as liv ing a t  C obham  in  K ent. K ing J a m e s  

c o n fisc a ted  th e  1000 vo lu m es of books w hich  w e re  left i r  the  T o w er; he 

and  C e c il had  long b e fo re  d iv ided  th e  C obham  e s ta te s .



EPILO G U E

The ev idence p re s e n te d  in  th e  p re c e d in g  c h a p te r s  p ro v id e s  som e 

c lu es  to  th e  l i te r a l  lev e l of m ean in g  w hich  w as w r i t te n  in to  th e  com ic 

scen es  of th e  H enry  IV p la y s , the  T a lb o t and  th e  E le a n o r  C obham  sc e n e s  

of the H en ry  VI p lay s , and  T he M e r ry  W iyes o f W in d so r . A s a  r e s u l t  

th is  study  h a s  p re se n te d  F a ls ta f f  fro m  a  h a r s h  and  s e v e re ly  lim ited  po in t 

of view . I w ish  to  s t r e s s  the  fa c t th a t E liz a b e th a n  d ra m a  h ad  n u m ero u s  

lev e ls  of m ean in g  and th a t  to p ic a l  s a t i r e  w as on ly  one le v e l ,  th e  p ro p a -  

g a n d is tic  in ten tio n , on ly  one fu n c tio n  of th a t  a r t .  In su c c ee d in g  ag es  th e  

c h a ra c te r  o f F a ls ta f f  p ro v e d  to  be one of th e  m o s t s u c c e s s fu l  d ra m a tic  

im ag es  e v e r  c re a te d . W r i te r s  and  c r i t i c s  a lik e  have b e en  in to x ic a ted  w ith  

S h a k e s p e a re 's  w itty  r o g u e .  The R o m an tic  c r i t i c s  m ad e  o f h im  a  dem igod  

of un inh ib ited  p le a s u re s  and  w it, bu t th e n  R o m an tic  c r i t i c i s m  w as i t s e l f  

a  fo rm  of a r t .  My own s tu d y  of th e  h is to r ic a l  b ack g ro u n d  w h ich  p ro d u ced  

th e  c h a ra c te r  of F a ls ta f f  r e in fo rc e s  th e  c la s s ic a l  c o n c e p tio n  of th a t c h a r a c ­

t e r  a s  a  g r e a t  m e d iev a l com pound o f V ice , F o lly , and W it. T h is  w as a  

view  e x p re s s e d  by S am u el Jo h n so n . T he good D o c to r 's  p r is t in e  bon s e n s  

is  no w h ere  m o re  ap tly  d isc lo s e d  th a n  in  h is  su m m a r iz in g  s ta te m e n t 

co n cern in g  S h a k e s p e a re 's  "u n im ita te d , u n im ita b le F a ls ta f f .  " A f te r  ed itin g
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the H en ry  IV p la y s  D o c to r Jo h n so n  concluded:

The m o ra l  to  be d raw n  fro m  th is  r e p re s e n ta t io n  is  th a t 
no m an  is  m o re  d a n g e ro u s  th an  he  th a t w ith  a  w ill to  
c o r ru p t h a th  th e  p o w er to  p le a se ; and  th a t n e i th e r  w it 
n o r  h o n e s ty  ought to  th in k  th e m se lv e s  sa fe  w ith  such  
com pany  w hen th ey  s e e  H a r ry  sed u ced  by F a ls ta f f .

T h a t th is  c la s s ic a l  view  of F a ls ta f f  w as lo s t in  the  su rg e  of R o m an tic

c r i t ic is m  w as due in  p a r t  to  a  lo ss  o f h is to r ic a l  in fo rm a tio n . W ith the

p u b lica tio n  of th e  C a len d a r o f S ta te  P a p e r s  and  o th e r  m a n u s c r ip t  m a te r ia ls

the  re c o n s tru c tio n  of the h i s to r ic a l  s e ttin g  fo r  S h a k e s p e a re 's  p lay s  is

p o s s ib le . T h is  s tu d y  is  one s h o r t  s te p  in  th a t d ire c t io n .
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