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PREFACE 

This study is a content analysis of front-page news during 1983, 

being confined to The Tulsa Tribune, ~ Oklahoma Eagle, The Daily 

Oklahoman and The Black Chronicle. The primary objective is to 

c~mpare front-page news selection and emphasis between a major metro

politan daily newspaper and a metropolitan weekly newspaper in each of 

two metropolitan cities in Oklahoma. 

The types of newspapers and the categories assume importance in 

this study. This 1nvestigation of daily and weekly newspapers and 

categories of news should help determine the differences in the usage 

and play of news existing between metropolitan daily and weekly news

papers. 

The author wishes.to express appreciation to her major adviser, 

Dr. 1valter J. ~vard, for his guidance and assistance throughout this 

study. Appreciation is also expressed to the other committee members, 

Dr. William R. Steng and Dr. Philip E. Paulin, for their valuable 

assistance in the preparation of the final manuscript. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE RESEARCH PROBLEM 

Introduction 

Front page headlines, print size and type, factual simulation 

and brevity are among the things that generally attract readers to 

what are considered the most important news stories of the day. Com-

petition and availability have a tendency to limit a metropolitan area 

to one major daily newspaper which playa a large role in meeting the 

news and information needs of the general population. 

Metropolitan cities have geographical subsections containing 

various population segments and community areas that have newspapers 

to serve their news and information needs. Gibbons and Ulloth state: 

More and more the newspapers Lsi£7 experience in large cities 
has been dividing itself into a two-tiered arrangement where
by the major newspaper or newspapers serve the general needs 
of the total metropolitan population while a number of 
smaller dailies and weeklies serve the ethnic,1suburban or 
community needs of segments of the population. 

These newspapers usually are smaller dailies and/or weeklies 

having news stories generally focused on subjects and principals 

interesting to their communities. Hynds and Martin suggest that the 

trend in metropolitan cities is toward the smaller specialized news-

papers which satisfy the various population and community needs for 

2 information about events happening close to home. 

1 



Hynds and Martin state: 

Weekly and other non-daily newspapers would appear to have 
excellent potential for serving and, at least indirectly, 
influencing their readers. They provide a specialized 
and comparatively small audience with inf3rmation and 
services not readily available elsewhere. . 

Whichever type of newspaper is read, weekly, daily or both, some 

news stories appear more frequently than others. Therefore, the 

question arises as to which news stories are receiving more play than 

others and for what reason, and in which type of newspaper, daily or 

weekly. The questions arising from frequency of news stories will be 

answered in a later chapter. 

Another question is whether certain categories of news receive 

more play than others. The categories of news stories are classified 

under 14 headings in this study: Politics, Miscellaneous, Crime, City 

2 

Government, Sports/Entertainment, Legal, Schools/Universities, Energy/ 

Utilities, International, Unemployment, National Government, State 

Government, Accidents, and Finance/Business. All of these categories 

do not appear on any one front page of a newspaper issue at one time. 

Some content analysis studies, Gibbons and Ulloth, 4 Breed, 5 

Gieber, 6 Stempel,? Budd, 8 and Hardt and White,9 have sought to deter-

mine the nature of news play using approximate circulation volume as 

one basis for selecting the newspapers to be studied. Few studies 

have compared the news play and usage between dailies and weeklies 

published within the same metropolitan area. 
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Background 

Metropolitan cities have a variety of characteristics which make 

up various audiences which need information about their communities, 

in addition to information about the metropolis as a whole. This 

creates the demand for certain types of newspapers. Therefore, the 

types of newspapers consist of dailies or weeklies as a broad descrip-

tion in this study, with general circulation and limited circulation 

as further distinctions. 

A general-circulation newspaper is designed to provide informa-

tion to large geographical population sections, either of a state or a 

metropolitan area, and to provide various subsections of the area with 

information. For example, The ~ Tribune and ~ Daily Oklahoman 

are general-circulation newspapers, having readers and subscribers 

from many parts of the state and from their respective metropolitan 

areas. The content of general-circulation newspapers is primarily 

aimed at the audience having the largest, most homogeneous character-

istics and interests. 

Limited-circulation newspapers are specialized to the interests 

of specific segments of communities within the general population. The 

result is a smaller more defined audience with more strictly defined 

news and information needs. 

Hynds and Martin state: 

Most often, these newspapers are defined geographically; 
they serve residents of small towns or suburban areas or 
segments of metropolitan areas. They may also serve par
ticular interests such as ethnic fooups, religious 
denominations or business groups. 



Stevens describes ethnic or limited-circulation newspapers as 

s~pplemental in nature to the general-circulation newspapers, wh~reby 

the smaller audience should seek more general information from the 

1 . 1 t• 11 genera -c~rcu a ~on newspaper. 

This thesis attempted to assess the editors' news selection pat-

terns and the news coverage by both a general-circulation daily and a 

limited-circulation weekly newspaper, each within the same metropoli-

tan area. In Tulsa, ~ Tulsa Tribune, a daily, serves the general 

needs of the total P?Pulation, while !h! Oklahoma Eagle, a weekly, 

serves the general needs of Tulsa's ethnic population. Likewise, !h! 
Daily Oklahoman is a daily newspaper serving the general needs of 

Oklahoma City, and~~ Chronicle serves the ethnic population on 

a weekly basis. 

Content analysis is a process whereby the characteristics of the 

front pages of the newspapers studied are determined through the kind 

of news stories written and the frequency with which these stories 

appear. Hence, this study lends itself to be examined by content ana-

4 

lysis which will help to determine if there is a significant difference 

in front-page news play and usage of stories between general-circula-

tion and limited-circulation newspapers. 

Content can be analyzed quantitatively by using item count or 

frequency, and attention score. The frequency measurement includes 

recording and classifying each news story by category. The process 

results in a numerical count of categories of stories, all carrying 

the same weight, with the length of each story being irrelevant to the 

measure. 
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A news story is the final product of a reporter's work, whether 

it is information from a first hand interview or from the wire ser• 

vices and which is published in a newspaper. A news category consists 

of one or more classifications under which all news stories are listed. 

These classifications are defined i~ a later chapter. 

Attention scores are numerical and measure the "emphasis" or 

"play" the editor gives each story. Budd has researched and developed 

the attention score for the purpose of devising a reliable index to 

12 measure the play of news in printed media. Budd's research resulted 

in the establishment of four criteria which cover variables that he 

believed made one news story more prominent than another story.13 

Budd stated: 

The four criteria were established for assigning an atten
tion score to each item: horizontal headline size, 
position of the article on the page, length of the 
article, and the page on which the article appeared. A 
maximum of five points, depending upon the particular 
combination £4 factors involved, could be earned by a 
single item. 

These criteria are further defined in a later chapter. 

Purpose and Hypothesis 

The emphasis on front-page news stories in general-circulation 

and limited-circulation newspapers in Oklahoma's two metropolitan cen-

ters, Tulsa and Oklahoma City, are examined in this study. The 

objective was to determine if there were significant differences in the 

usage and play of news stories between general and limited circulation 

newspapers. 



Although newspapers generally focus news stories on people and 

events which are generally recognizable and important to their 

audiences, the overall categories of news are common to both types of 

newspapers, dailies and weeklies. 

6 

This study analyzed the content of .!h!, Tulsa Tribune and .!h!, Okla

.!!.2!!!! Eagle of Tulsa, and The Daily Oklahoman and .!h!, Black Chronicle of 

Oklahoma City, under the hypothesis that there is no relationship 

between the type of newspaper arid the degree of usage and play of front 

page news categories. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Introduction 

The front page of a newspaper holds only a limited number of news 

stories and requires news editors to determine what function their 

newspapers are to perform and which audiences to capture. If the story 

appears on the front page of a newspaper, the general assumption is the 

story automatically receives a greater degree of emphasis than any news 

story not appearing on the front page. The front page is one of the 

major selling points of most newspapers. 

The result is a pattern of publication that brands the newspapers 

and the editors politically and philosophically, and ultimately deter

mines the characteristics of the audience sought. Each newspaper 

editor creates the image of the front page of the newspaper through the 

categories of and the emphasis or lack of emphasis on news stories. 

The general theme and purpose in the judgment of the editor is to prac

tice the essential function of providing the reader with the "top news" 

of the day, while the pertinent value is consequence, which is the 

factor of importance to the largest number of people.1 

8 



The Gatekeeper Theory and 

the Play of News 

News editors are a major source of control of news and informa-

tion flows. The decisions about which stories are selected for front 

page display, and the strength of play or positioning of the story on 

the front page depend on the evaluations and judgments of the editors. 

This decision-making process incorporates "the editor's perception of 

his community and readers, the traditions of his newspaper and the 

news policies of his superiors, and his own biases. 112 The editor is 

performing the "gatekeeper" function. The result is a daily and a 

weekly newspaper essentially using the same or similar information on 

9 

their front pages, but the final product or story is designed and given 

emphasis with a specific audience or audiences. 

Madden did a study that included the gatekeeper role as part of 

news play. Madden investigated the gatekeeper effect of an editor's 

authoritarianism on the display of news in 1971. Madden concluded: 

An editor's assessment of developments concerning some ot 
the most heatedly discussed issues of the day can be 
biased by his psychological make-up, Lan~ relatively trivial 
details about hair, 3dress or demeanor can measurably affect 
the 'play' of news. 

Madden asked 28 editors of a metropolitan daily newspaper to rate 

synopses of hypothetical, realistic new stories on a nine-point scale 

representing combinations of page numbers and headline sizes. The 

task was to select a headline size and to assign the items to the first 

third or sixth page of the newspaper. Madden's thesis was that "an 

editor's authoritarianism could generate an editorial bias manifested 

in 'playing up' and 'playing down' certain elements in the news."4 



Madden found the gatekeeper function of the editors related to the 

authoritarianism of the individual editors: 

Editors who scored 'low' on a scale of authoritarianism 
showed a tendency to assign .relatively higher priorities 
to protest demonstration stories, particularly when they 
involved unfavorably-portrayed participants. 'High' 
authoritarian editors on the other hand tended to play 
down all protest stories and were relatively un~ffected 
by the way participants in them were portrayed. 

The numerous tangible and intangible influences will co~tinue to 

10 

create problems for the gatekeeper as decisions are made to select and 

play one news story over another. 

The Nature of News and 

the Play of News 

Mass communications researchers have been working for several 

decades to develop a functional description of "the nature of news." 

That which is considered "news" is tightly interwoven with the gate-

keeper function of selecting news stories for publication. To describe 

the characteristics of news, the investigator must go further into the 

process of news selection and discover the news value the editors are 

employing in their decisions of why one story is news and the other is 

not news. 

One problem in defining the nature of news is the word "news." It 

has no meaning of its own. Korzybski described words that depend on 

other words for meaning as multiordinal terms. Korzybski stated: 

The main characteristic of these terms consist of the fact 
that on different levels of abstraction they have different 
meanings, with the result that they have no general meaning; 
for their meanings are determined solely by the given context, 
which establishes the different orders of abstractiono 
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Gieber noted this characteristic of news and concluded from his 

research that "news does not have an independent existence; news is a 

product of men who are members of a news-gathering (or a news-origina

ting) bureaucracy."? 

Fowles recognized the multiordinality of news in his description 

of the function of news in the society in which news operates. "The 

nature of the news is not everywhere the same nor should it be. A 

news system is responsible only to the particular society it is embed

ded in."8 

Lippmann also described news in terms of its relation to context. 

He suggested that information must become part of the system of record 

to be news. 9 Lippmann stated: 

The events which are not scored are reported either as 
personal and conventional opinions, or they are not news. 
They do not take shape until somebody protests, or some
body investigates, or somebody publicly, i~0he etymological 
meaning of the word makes an issue of them. 

Lippmann concluded that every newspaper, when it reaches the 

reader, is a series of selections as to what items shall be printed, in 

what position they shall be printed, how much space each shall occupy, 

what emphasis each shall have, and in all this, there are no objective 

standards.11 

With this understanding of news, researchers have moved into a 

more concrete understanding of the nature of news by describing news in 

terms of elements consistently found in stories published as news. 

Nearly 20 years have passed since ivard sought to describe news 

through an underlying framework of three semantically independent, mean-

ingful dimensions: (1) SIGNIFICANCE, with Impact, f4agnitude and · 

~either elements; (2) NORMALITY, with Oddity, Conflict and Normal 



elements; and (3) PROMINENCE, with Known and Un..lmown Principals 

12 elements. Ward assembled a Q-sort deck of 54 news stories, three 

with each of the 18 combinations of news elements. Ten city editors 

from eight states ranked the stories on an 11-point continuum from 

most- to least-probably would use. 

Since Ward's study, several other researchers have used the 

three-dimensional news model, or a variation thereon, with results 

similar to Ward's consensus of editors with similar preference pat

terns in using news stories. These researchers include Carter,13 

14 15 16 17 18 Rhoades, Snipes, Atwood, Galow, and more recently Badii 

and Ludeman.19 The results generally suggest substantial predicti-

bility of editors' news prefe~ence patterns when the stories are 

structured along the dimensions of the news model. 

Thus, the nature of news, despite its multiordinality, can be 

described and defined in terms of news elements consistently present 

in stories selected as news by editors. This selection pattern also 

determines the emphasis editors give to different news stories as a 

result of the elements present within the news stories. 

News Play and Usage Studies 

Evidence of observed differences in content patterns between 

12 

metropolitan daily newspapers prompted Stempel to attempt to determine 

if differences in content patterns existed between large and small 

daily newspapers. 

Stempel analyzed the news content of eight daily newspapers, the 

four largest and the four smallest in the state. The hypothesis was 

that news play would have a more conservative pattern and a la~ger 
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proportion of hard news from the small daily because it is not compet

ing for news-stand sales and has less need to entertain its readers. 20 

Stempel concluded that the research data revealed "a tendency for the 

small-town daily to place a little more emphasis on hard news. 1121 He 

concluded that there is relative agreement among these newspapers as to 

what categories of news are important, but considerable disagreement as 

to how important certain categories are. 22 

Sasser and Russell, in 1972, analyzed a metropolitan daily newspa-

per, two local early evening television news casts, and two radio 

stations during 10 days randomly selected from one month. The hypothe-

sis was that the mass media in any local area should be expected to 

agree significantly on news topics of a given day and in the emphasis 

or placement of those topics in the news presentation.23 

Using content analysis of the treatment in terms of selection, 

length of story, and position of local stories appearing in a metropoli-

tan newspaper, Sasser and Russell tested two commonly held beliefs 

about the news judgments of news editors and directors of both print 

and broadcast media: (1) they are capable of making judgments about 

what events of a day should be considered news of public importance; 

(2) they are capable of discriminating the most important from the 

least important.24 The researchers found no consistency in the empha-

sis and in the use of similar stories: 

One must conclude that there is no such thing as news of 
the day important to the public or that there is no such 
thing as news editors having backgro~~d to know what the 
news of importance to the public is. 

The data revealed that although all media studied carried the 

most prominent occurrences of the day, the newspapers carried more 

stories of interest to specialized audiences, while the broadcast media 
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26 have to be more selective. Sasser and Russell concluded that the 

results indicate relatively weak signs to overlap, even when bases 

such as time and space available are standardized through percentages.27 

In other words, the media have no clear consistent pattern of emphasis 

and use of the news stories. 

Hardt and White studied the front pages of one metropolitan morn-

ing newspaper and six afternoon dailies to determine the degree of 

similarity as to the play of the news stories in each afternoon daily. 

The hypothesis was that a high correlation existed between the front 

page treatment of national and international news in the metropolitan 

morning paper and the afternoon papers. Hardt and White concluded 

that news stories in metropolitan morning papers are 'repeated' in the 

afternoon press. Once a story is selected, the play is affected by 

the newspaper's policies rather than the play in the morning paper.28 

The researchers also found that none of the stories which were 

repeated by the afternoon papers appeared below the fold of the metro-

politan morning newspaper, and the repeated material accounted for 9 

to 20 percent of the story content of the front pages of the afternoon 

papers.29 Hardt and White noted, as have other researchers, that some 

news editors tend to look at other newspapers before deciding on news 

treatment and front-page make-up. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY AND ANALYSIS 

Selection and Sample of Newspapers 

Data for this thesis were obtained from front-page news stories 

in issues of The Tulsa Tribune_, The Daily Oklahoman, The Oklahoma Eagle 

and ~ ~ Chronicle. These two dailies and two weeklies, respec

tively, have a common characteristic. All are located and published in 

a major metropolitan area. The two weekly newspapers, The Oklahoma 

Eagle and The Black Chronicle are limited-circulation newspapers, 

primarily serving the black communities of Tulsa and Oklahoma City, 

respectively. 

~ ~ Tribune, a daily newspaper, serves the general needs of 

the Tulsa metropolitan population, while ~ Oklahoma Eagle serves the 

black community of Tulsa. In Oklahoma City, ~ Daily Oklahoman serves 

the general population's needs for news and The~ Chronicle serves 

the needs of the black community. 

Issues of the newspaper were sampled from the months of September, 

October and November, 1983. A randomly selected sample of 48 newspa-

pers, comprising 12 issues of each newspaper, during the three months, 

was analyzed. Stempel has determined that such a random sample of 

newspapers per year satisfactorily represents a newspaper's yearly 

attention given to a particular subject.1 

17 
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The weekly newspapers, The Oklahoma Eagle and !h! ~ Chronicle, 

are published each Thursday. Each issue for the three months was used. 

The exception was September which had five Thursdays. Each of the 

publication dates was put into a container and one Thursday was random

ly discarded. This maintains the requirement for random selection of 

the sample. 

For The Daily Oklahoman, published every day of the month, each 

date was put into a container and four dates were drawn. This proce

dure was followed for each of the three months, resulting in the random 

selection of 12 issues. 

The Tulsa Tribune is published six days per week. There is no 

Sunday edition. Twelve issues were randomly selected from the total 

issued published during the three-month period. 

News Categories and Definitions 

The categorizing of each news item was facilitated by a combina

tion of types of news previously defined in research and by the author, 

herself. The 14 categories of news used in the content analysis of 

sampled newspaper front pages, were as follmvs: 

Politics--party activity in campaigns and elections, in legisla

tive bodies and in the executive branch of government. 2 This also 

includes activities on the community level. 

Miscellaneous--any news stories that did not fit into the other 13 

categories, including pictures. 

~--any story involving the police and courts, and their inves

tigation of complaints by citizens. 
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City Government--all activities within th.e respective cities that 

are not tied definitely to "politics'' as defined. 3 

Sports/Entertainment--sports represents all pastimes ~1rsued in 

the open air or having an athletic cha.racter as hunting, fishing, ra:c.-

ing, wrestling, all "ball" games, olympics and similar activities. 

Entertainment represents a dramatic performance such as musicals, 

musical groups, theater plays, movies, and similar activities which 

provide diversion, amusement, and accommodate guests in some capacity. 

Legal--any stories that contain court decisions about wide-reach

ing questions, complaints and actions filed regarding similar questions 

which affect a group or groups of persons in the community, locally and 

nationally. 

Schools/Universities--any stories concerning day care through 

higher education facilities, employees, programs, funding and curricu-

lum on the local, state and national levels. 

Energy/Utilities--any news stories about rate hikes, telephone 

company activities, gas and electric companies' activities, the 

Corporation Commission decisions, and other stories related to citizens 

coping with, paying for, or receiving utility services. 

International--news stories about situations involving more than 

one nation, internal strife in another country where u.s. citizens are 

also involved such as troops, advisers, and religious organizations. 

Unemployment--any news stories about unemployment levels on the 

local, state or national levels. 

National Government--news dealing with events mainly about the 

three branches of the U.S. government and decisions by the president 

affecting all levels of government, foreign policy and relations. 
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State Government--any events within Oklahoma dealing with state 

lawmakers, state agencies, and organizations, but which are definitely 

tied to politics. 

Accidents--any stories about natural disasters, vehicles, personal 

injuries, and similar events over which the principals have little or 

no control. 

Finance/Business--any news stories or blurbs about the stock 

market, the stock exchange, business activities and business conferen-

ces. 

Content Analysis 

Content analysis comprised simply the recording of stories 

published in each news category by each newspaper. Presumably, these 

frequency counts of stories by news category provide a rough index of 

editors' news values--that is, news values from the standpoint of the 

relative number of stories published in various categories on the 

sample of front pages. 

Attention Scores 

Budd and other researchers have tested tools such as column inch 

and item count in their content analysis studies, but found neither to 

be totally acceptable. Budd sought to ''devise a single index which 

would reveal either the nature or the direction of communication 

4 content." This was the "attention score," a method of scoring news-

paper items from zero to five, depending upon how and where the article 

was played. 5 Although Budd considers the attention score suitable for 

publications of similar size, he suggests caution when measuring 



newspapers of dissimilar size. He suggests: 

The total attention scores of two publications dissimilar in 
size, need to be mediated through another factor so that they 
might be compared directly. The fact that a larger paper has 
more space available in which to publish more items than a 
smaller publication, gives the larger newspaper a d~cided 
advantage toward amassing a higher attention score. 

Since only front-page news stories were analyzed in this thesis, 
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and since item count was used in conjunction with the attention score, 

this drawback was felt to be neutralized, essentially. 

The attention score attempts to measure the emphasis a front-page 

news story is given on the basis of location on the page, headline size 

and location in the issue. Budd concluded: "The attention score, be-

cause of the greater number of variables covered by the measure, was 

more discriminating than the sole measure of column inches or item 

count. 7 

Components of Budd's scoring criteria, which give one item 

prominence over another by their presence or absence, are these: 

1. A headline two or more columns wide, but not more than 
half the number of columns on the page: one point. 

2. A story with the headline more than half the number of page 
columns: two points. 

3. A story whose first line of body content is above the fold 
or the horizontal center of the page, including pictures 
or cartoons which start above the fold: ~ point. 

4. A story three-fourths column long or more, counting picture 
space into overall length if it belongs with the story, and 
lone pictures or cartoons at least three-fourths column 
long: one point. 

5. A story on page one, the editorial pa~e or the first page 
of departmental sections: ~ point. 

(In this study, which dealt only with front pages, every story 

scored at least one point.) 
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This measurement raises several questions concerning this inves

tigation. How much emphasis or attention did the newspapers give front 

page news stories? Is there a difference in the play of news between 

dailies and weeklies? Between the weeklies? Between the dailies? 

Analyses 

Budd suggests using the attention score with the item count. This 

suggests a comparison of the two indices, which, in turn, hits on the 

.notion· of con~truct validity, in a rough sense, at least. 

For the most part, then, analyses and interpretations centered on 

measures of differences and associations that addressed the following: 

1. Differences in number of stories printed, by each newspaper in 

the various categories of news. In this analysis, the newspapers first 

were treated individually, then collapsed into weeklies and dailies. 

The collapsed newspapers were called Limited and General circulation 

types. 

2. Similarities among newspapers in the number of stories printed 

in the various news categories. In this analysis, each newspaper was 

correlated with every other paper on frequencies of stories published 

in news categories. 

3. Relationship between news category, item frequency and news 

play (total attention score). This analysis not only addressed the 

question of construct validity, overall, but served as an index of a 

newspaper's consistency of usage vs. emphasis given to the ty~es of 

news; i.e., were the categorical item counts and categorical attention 

scores for a r,iven newspaper highly correlated? 
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The analysis of differences between the newspapers' news usage 

was pretty much qualitative, although it was obvious the differences 

highlighted exceeded the chance exnectations of the chi square proba

bility model. The analysis of similarities analyzed the Pearson 

Product-Moment Correlation and subsequent Coefficient of Determination 

as descriptors. 

In general, the author expected the weekly and daily newspapers to 

differ on all indices. Further, the association of usage and news play 

was expected to.be high and marked, over all, and by individual news

papers. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS 

A total of 290 front-page news stories in the 48 sampled issues of 

the newspap~rs were recorded and categorized. The Black Chronicle pub

lished 86; The Oklahoma Eagle, 66, and ~ Daily Oklahoman and ~ 

Tulsa Tribune, 69 each (see Table I). 

TABLE I 

NUMBER OF FRONT-PAGE STORIES: PER MONTH PER NEWSPAPER 

Newspaper September October November Totals 

Tulsa Tribune 27 22 20 69 

Oklahoma Eagle 16 32 18 66 

Daily Oklahoman 19 26 24 69 

Black Chronicle 23 32 31 86 

Totals 85 112 93 290 

x?- = 6.9097, newspapers-by-months, p) .05 at df = 6 
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The probability that a differential relationship existed between 

a particular newspaper and the monthly allotment of sample front-page 

stories was not great enough to establish confidence beyond the 

required 95% level. 

Differences and Similarities in Usage and Play 

of News Categories 

Differences in Usage: 

~ News Categories ~ Each Newspaper 
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In Table II, usage of each of the 14 categories of news is desig

nated by the number of front-page stories printed in each category by 

each newspaper. 

As the column tGtals indicate, the total number of front-page 

stories published during the three-month sample period was about the 

same, except for The Black Chronicle which logged 86 stories, compared 

to 69 each in The Tulsa Tribune and ~ Daily Oklahom~n, and 66 in The 

Oklahoma Eagle. 

News category usage showed wide variation, from a low of 2 stories 

on Unemployment to more than 40 each for Miscellaneous and Internation• 

al news. These totals for news categories in Table II, however, are 

deceiving in that very high variations in use exist between newspapers 

according to category. In other words, the relative over-all usage of 

news in many of the categories may have reflected the front pages of 

some newspapers more than others. 



TABLE II 

NUMBER OF SAMPLED FRONT-PAGE STORIES BY NE\-IS CATEGORY 
BY NEWSPAPER DURING THREE-MONTH PERIOD 

News Tulsa Oklahoma Daily Black 
Categories Tribune Eagle Oklahoman Chronicle 

Miscellaneous 8 6 !2 20 

International 25 0 12 1 

National Government 3 6 9 10 

Crime 8 12 5 2 

Sports/Entertainment 1 16 2 7 

City Government 0 8 5 11 

State Government 10 1 2 10 

Finance/Business 4 6 5 3 

Accidents 2. 2 6 1 

Politics 0 3 4 6 

Legal 0 1 0 .2 
Schools/Universities 2 2 1 4 

Energy/Utilities 2 3 0 1 

Unemployment 1 0 0 1 

Totals 69 6q 86 

Totals 

49 

41 

28 

2? 

26 

24 

23 

18 

14 

13 

10 

9 

6 

2 

290 

For example, the high usage of Miscellaneous items mostly was due 

to the Oklahoman and Chronicle, while International news usage was due 

almost solely to the Oklahoman and Tribune. Other glaring examples of 



28 

Newspaper-Category variation show the following: Crime and Sports/ 

Entertainment (Eagle); City Government (Eagle and Chronicle);_ and State 

Government (Tribune and Chronicle). 

Difference in Usage: !!! News Categories 

-~ General ~ Limited Circulation Papers 

Fron Table II, it appears that a relationship might exist between 

the type of newspaper (General or Limited circulation) and news 

category usage. In Table III, the four newspapers in Table II are col

lapsed into the General (Tribune and Oklahoman) and Limited (Eagle and 

Chronicle) circulation groups. 

Newspaper Types-News Category usage variations are spotted easily 

by the "difference" column in Table III. Total use of International 

and Accident stories came mostly from General circulation newspapers, 

while Sports/Entertainment, City Government and Legal news usage came 

mostly from the front pages of the Limited circulation papers. 

These variations in usage of categories of news account for the 

low correlation between Limited and General circulation papers. In 

other words, as far as number of stories printed in the various 

categories was concerned, the Limited and General circulation papers 

did not see "eye-to-eye." Their agreement was practically zero 

(r = -.012). (See Table III.) 



TABLE III 

NUMBERS OF SM4PLED FRONT-PAGE STORIES IN EACH 
OF 14 NE'/JS CATEGORIES BY GENERAL AND 

LIMITED CIRCULATION NE'dSPAPERS 

News General Limited 
Categories Circulation Circulation Totals 

Miscellaneous 23 26 49 

International 40 1 41 

National Government 12 16 ~8 

Crime 13 14 27 

Sports/Entertainment 3 ~ 26 

City Government 5 19 24 

State Government 12 11 23 

Finance/Business 9 9 18 

Accidents 11 3 14 

Politics 4 9 13 

Legal 0 10 10 

Schools/Universities 3 6 9 

Energy/Utilities 2 4 6 

Unemployment 1 1 2 

Totals 138 152 290 

29 

Differences 

- 3 

39 

- 4 

- 1 

-20 

-14 

1 

0 

8 

- 5 

-10 

- 3 

- 2 

0 

Relative usage correlation r = -.012, general v. limited circulation 
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Similarities in Usage of 14 Categories of News 

Intercorrelations of the four newspapers' rank-order of usage of 

the 14 categories of news (Table IV) shows The Tulsa Tribune and !h! 

Oklahoma Eagle most alike in priority of usage (r = .665). This means 

that about 44 percent of the variation in categorical usage was shared 

by the two newspapers. 

TABLE IV 

INTERCORRELATIONS OF FOUR N~/SPAPERS' RELATIVE 
NUMBERS OF SAMPLED FRONT-PAGE NEWS 

STORIES PRINTED IN 14 CATEGORIES 

Tulsa Oklahoma Daily 
Newspapers Tribune Eagle Oklahoman 

Tulsa Tribune .665 .229 

Oklahoma Eagle .665 .028 

Daily Oklahoman .229 .028 

Black Chronicle -.122 .361 .197 

Black 
Chronicle 

-.122 

.361 

.197 

The Black Chronicle showed a rather weak correlation with ~ ~ 

~Eagle (r = .361), while The Daily Oklahoman was even less 

correlated with !h! ~ Tribune. 
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In essence, there was no clear-cut division in the relative use of 

news categories. From the findings, one cannot say that the Limited 

and General circulation newspapers stood in any stark contrast in the 

relative number of stories printed in the various categories. 

However, when usage of the two Limited circulation papers was 

combined and compared with the combined categorical story frequencies 

of the two General circulation papers, the relationship was practically 

nil (r = -.012), as shown previously in Table III. In other words, the 

number of stories printed in a category by the General circulation 

papers revealed nothing about the number printed by Limited circulation 

papers. 

Differences in Usage: 

Eight Categories of News Bz ~ Newspaper 

Since several of the news categories were similar in scope, the 

author collapsed the original 14 into 8 and repeated the frequency 

tabulation (Table V). 

Scanning the columns of Table V, one sees that the greatest 

number of stories dealt with National/International events, mostly due 

to heavy usage by the Tribune and Oklahoman. 

City/State news usage stood out in the Chronicle, as did Law and 

Politics. But the Chronicle ran far fewer Crime and Accident stories 

than did the other papers. The Eagle, unlike the other papers, high

lighted Sports and Entertainment on the front pages. 



News 
Categories 

National/ 
International 

Miscellaneous 

City/State 

TABLE V 

SAMPLED FRONT-PAGE; ~ FREQUENCIES FOR EIGHT 
CATEGORIES OF NEWS: EACH NEWSPAPER 

(COLLAPSED FROM 14 ORIGINAL 
CATEGORIES) 

Tulsa Daily Oklahoma Black 
Tribune Oklahoman Eagle Chronicle 

28 24 6 11 

8 15 6 20 

10 ? 9 21 

Crime/Accidents 13 ll 14 2 
Economics ? 5 9 5 

Sports/ 
Entertainment l 2 16 ? -
Law/Politics 0 4 4 15 

Education 2 l 2 4 

Totals 69 6q 66 86 

32 

Totals 

69 

49 

4? 

41 

26 

26 

23 

9 

290 
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Similarities in Usage of Eight 

Categories of News: ill, Newspapers 

As shown in Table VI, the only two newspapers which substantially 

agreed on relative usage of the collapsed categories of news were the 

Tribune and the Oklahoman (r = .91). 

TABLE VI 

INTERCORRELATIONS OF FOUR NEl<ISPAPERS' RELATIVE 
NUMBERS OF SAMPLE FRONT-PAGE STORIES 

PRINTED IN EIGHT CATEr~RIES 

Tulsa Oklahoma Daily 
Newspapers Tribune Eagle Oklahoman 

Tulsa Tribune .01 .91 

Oklahoma Eagle .01 -.09 

Daily Oklahoman .91 -.09 

Black Chronicle .06 -.28 r.27 

Black 
Chronicle 

.o6 

-.28 

.2? 

The relative number of· stories printed in the various categories 

by the Tribune accounted for some 83 percent of the number printed by 

the Oklahoman. 

None of the other news usage patterns was close to significant. 

The two limited-circulation papers, in fact, showed a low negative cor-

relation in number of stories printed in various categories. 



Table VI, in essence, says that with the exception of the two 

general-circulation newspapers, the number of stories (in a category) 

printed by one paper was a poor predictor of the number printed by any 

of the other papers. 

Differences~ Usage: Eight ~Categories k! 

General~ Limited Circulatio~Newspapers 

As shown in Table VII in the "difference" column, the limited

circulation papers printed a considerably higher number of City/State, 

Law/Politics and Sports/Entertainment stories. The two general-circu

lation papers, on the other hand·; printed three times as many National/ 

International news stories as the Chronicle and Eagle printed. 

The variations in Table VII accounted for the low correlation 

between categorical news story usage by the two types of newspapers 

(r = .12?). In essence, when the papers were combined into Limited 

and General circulation types, the front pages of one type would give 

very little indication of what the front pages of the other type would 

comprise, in terms of number of stories used in various news categories. 

(See Table VII.) 



News 

TABLE VII 

SAt.fi'LE FRONT-PAGE STORY FREQUENCIES FOR EIGHT 
CATEGORIES OF NElliS: GENERAL V. LIMITED 

CIRCULATION NEWSPAPERS 

General Limited 
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Categories Circulation Circulation Totals Differences 

Miscellaneous 23 26 49 - 3 

National/International 52 17 69 35 

City/State 17 30 47 -13 

Crime/Accidents 24 17 41 7 

Law/Politics 4 19 23 -15 

Economics· 12 14 26 - 2 

Sports/Entertainment 3 23 26 -20 

Education 3 6 9 - 3 

" Totals 138 152 290 

r = .127, general v. limited circulation 

News Play (Attention Scores) 

Differences ~ ~ Play of Eight Categories 

£! ~ ~ Each Newspaper 

News play, as measured by the Budd Attention Score procedure, 

shows a sharp division among the papers in nearly all categories of 

news. (Note underlined entries in Table VIII.) 
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News 
Categories 

Miscellaneous 

National/ 
International 

City/State 

TABLE VIII 

AVERAGE SAMPLED FRONT-PAGE NE\vS PLAY FOR EIGHT 
CATEGORIES OF NEVv'S (COLLAPSED FROM 

14 ORIGINAL CATEGORIES) 

~ Play 
Tulsa Daily Oklahoma Black-
Tribune Oklahoman Eagle Chronicle 

19 !t2 29 54 

68 42 7 15 

25 34 13 48 

Crime/Accidents 38 20 41 1 

Law/Politics 11 10 27 45 

Economics 16 9 22 11 

Sports/ 
Entertainment 1 46 3 7 

Education 7 0 4 13 

Totals 185 2o6 146 194 

Totals 

147 

132 

120 

100 

93 

58 

57 

24 

731 

For example, The Daily Oklahoman and The Black Chronicle (a large 

and small paper) played Miscellaneous news higher, while !h! Tulsa~ 

bune and The Oklahoma Eagle played Crime and Accidents higher than did 

The Daily Oklahoman and ~ ~ Chronicle. The two larger papers 

disnlayed National/International news higher than did the two smaller 

papers. The Black Chronicle stood alone, so-to-speak, in its higher 

play of City/State, Law Politics and Education news. The Oklahoma 
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Eagle displayed Economic news higher th~n did the other three papers. 

Similarities in ~ Plav £! Ei&ht 

Categories ~ ~ 

As shown in Table IX,. ,one of Ghe newspapers was correlatPd 

highly with another on its relative display of the eight categories of 

news. In fact, none of the correlations in Table !Xis stgnifi~anily 

above zero. (At df = 14, an r of .4q7 is the critical value for .05 

level of significance.) 

TABLE IX 

INTERCORRELATIONS OF FOUR NE\vSPAPERS' DISPLAY 
OF EIGHT CATEGORIES OF N::EWS 

Tulsa Daily Oklahoma 
Newspapers Tribune Oklahoman Eagle 

Tulsa Tribune .313 .104 

Daily Oklahoman .313 -.167 

Oklah.oma Eagle .104 -.167 

Black Chronicle -.137 .218 .161 

Black 
Chronicle 

-.137 

.:.W! 
.161 

A study of Table IX shows that the four papers tend to fall into 

one cluster. The Tribune, Oklahoman, Chronicle and Eagle tend to play 

the news similarly. That is, no one paper deviates enough in its news 



play to be singled out as a ''maverick." At the same time, no two 

papers were in significant agreement. A more appropriate description 

of the newspapers' displays of news categories would be that "they 

agreed to disagree." 

Differences and Similarities in ~ Play 

£I ~ of Newspaper 

With the newspapers collapsed into General and Limited circulation 

types, differenqes and similarities in news play stand out more clear

ly as shown in Table X. 

Patterns of news category play by the two types of newspapers show 

practically no similarity (r = -.032), and the "differences" column of 

Table X reveals the reasons. 

General circulation papers gave bigger headlines and choicier 

newsholes to National/International, Crime and Accident, and Sports/ 

Entertainment news. Law/Politics, Miscellaneous, Education and Econo

mics netted higher play by Limited than by General circulation paperso 

(See Table X.) 



News 
Categories 

Miscellaneous 

TABLE X 
NEWS PLAY (TOTAL ATTENTION SCORES) OF EIGHT 

CATEGORIES OF NElt/S BY GENERAL AND 
LIMITED CIRCULATION N~vSPAPERS 

General Limited, 
Circulation Circulation Totals 

64 83 147 

National/International 110 22 132 

City/State 59 61 120 

Crime/Accidents 58 42 100 

Law/Politics 21 'l2 93 

Economics 25 33. 58 

Sports/Entertainment 47 10 57 

Education 7 17 24 

Totals 391 34o 731 

r = -.032, general and limited circulation 

Relationship Between Usage and News Play 
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Differences 

-19 

88 

- 2 

16 

-51 

- 8 

37 

-10 

A major consideration in this ~esis dealt loosely with the notion 

of construct validity. That is, the author sought to determine if the 

Budd Attention Score was significantly correlated with usage. Both 

appear, in the abstract, to reflect news value priorities. 

In short, the author asked if the more-frequently used categories 

of news also received more display in terms of location, headline size, 
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length, etc. Table XI confirms that there is a strong relation between 

the usage and emphasis put on the different categories of news. 

TABLE XI 

INTERCORRELATIONS OF SAHPLED FRONT-PAGE STORY 
USAGE AND NET,vS PLAY 

~ Play 
News Category Tulsa Daily Oklahoma 
Usage Tribune Oklahoman Eagle 

Tulsa Tribune .988 .701 -.163 

Daily Oklahoman .647 .846 .098 

Oklahoma Eagle -.275 -.109 .891 

Black Chronicle -.139 .528 .229 

Black 
Chronicle 

-.114 

.326 

.oo6 

.946 

The underlined correlations in Table XI tell a clear-cut story of 

consistency in news usage and the emphasis put on catego~ies of news. 

Each newspaper correlated higher with itself on usage and news play 

than with any other newspaper. ~ Tulsa Tribune, for example, showed 

a correlation of .988 on usage and news play. By squaring the corre-

lation coefficient, the coefficient of determination shows that the 

relative number of stories used in the different categories explains 

97.6% of the relative emphasis placed on the categories. In other 

words, the more stories printed in a category, the higher was the 
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display given to those stories, and the relationship was almost 1-to-1. 

The Daily Oklahoman was a little less consistent in usage as 

related to news play, but still highly significant (r = .846). News 

category usage explained 71.6~ of the news play. 

~Oklahoma Eagle correlated .891 on news usage ~d play, while 

The~ Chronicle correlated .946. This means that the Eagle's usage 

explained 79.4$ of news play, while Chronicle usage explained 89.5%o 

On the average, then, the four newspapers' news usage patterns 

explained about 85% of the relative emphasis placed on the news. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Introduction 

The ultimate goal of this thesis was to determine differences 

between, and similarities of, limited- and general-circulation news

papers with regard to frequency and display of front-page stories. 

Papers studied were: The Tulsa Tribune, The Oklahoma Eagle, ~ Daily 

Oklahoman, and ~ ~ Chronicle. 

Front-page news stories of 48 issues, comprising 12 each of the 

four newspapers, were analyzed regarding usage and play of news within 

14 categories of news stories. The newspapers were classified accord

ing to metropolitan area, and daily and weekly, one of each in Tulsa 

and Oklahoma City. 

The newspapers were analyzed individually, then measured along 

side other newspapers studied. The contents were tabulated as to num

ber of stories representing each news category, and were evaluated with 

an attention score based on location, length and headline size. 

Then, these two measures, frequency and attention score, were 

correlated to determine construct validity, to the extent that frequen

cy of certain types of stories wm1ld predict display given stories in 

various news categories. 
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Consistency within themselves and variation between each other 

characterized the front pa~e usage and display of news among the two 

weekly (limited circulation) and daily (general circulation) news

papers in this study. 

Summary 

Differences in Usage 

43 

As shown in Tables II and III, pages 27 and 2q, the ~ ~ribune 

ana Daily Oklahoman published a notably higher number of out-of-state 

stories (especially international) than did the Black Chronicle or 

Oklahoma Eagle, the two weekly papers surveyed. These latter two 

Limited Circulation papers published a higher volume of Sports/Enter

tainment and local government stories. Each story was tabulated as 

belonging to one of 14 categories of news. 

After the original 14 news categories were collapsed into 8, the 

dailies still showed heavier usage of non-local front-page stories 

(national/international) while weeklies were heavier on local, state, 

law/politics and snorts/entertainment. (Table V, page 32). The Limited 

Circulation Oklahoma Eagle accounted for the higher usage of Sports/ 

Entertainment by weeklies, while the ~Chronicle filled larger 

portions of its front pages with local, state and law/politics. 

After collapsing the four newspapers into General and Limited 

Circulation types and looking at the eight categories, the familiar 

pattern aforementioned remained (see Table VII, page 35). Limited 

circulation papers showed heavier use of local, state, law/nolitics and 

sports/entertainment, while the daily General circulation papers went 
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heavier on national/international news. 

Similarities in Usage 

Similarities in relative frequency of stories published in the 

original 14 categories of news were most evident between the General 

Circulation Tribune and the Limited Circulation Oklahoma Eagle. The 

Oklahoman and 3lack Chronicle sh0\1/ed little similarity in news usa~e 

priority, either between themselves or with the m.ribune or ~agle (see 

Table IV, page 30). 

However, when news categories were collapsed fr()m 14 to 8, only 

the Tribune and Oklahoman showed significantly similar news usage 

priorities (see Table VI, page 33). Relative usage of stories in the 

eight different categories by the Eagle or Chronicle was a very poor 

predictor of another paper's priorities. 

Differences in News Plav (Attention Scores) 
~~~~~- -- ----~ 

As with the news category usage, the four newspapers, for the most 

part, were not unified in their play of front-pa~e news, as measured by 

the Budd Attention Score procedure. 

The Tribune and Oklahoman, unlike the Limited circulation papers 

serving the black community, assigned choice space and bigfer headlines 

to national/international news (see Table VIII, page 36). 7he Tribune 

most resembled the Eagle, however, in the emphasis placed on crime/ 

accident stories. The Oklahoman and Chronicle ~ave similar play to 

miscellaneous news. The Eagle, on the other hand, stood apart from the 

" 
other papers in emphasis placed on economic news. 7he Chronicle stood 

alone in .P.:reater emnhasis on local, state, law/politics and education 



stories. The picture changed somewhat when the four papers were ana

lyzed as two: Limited vs. General Circulation types. 

The General Circulation Tribune and Oklahoman still played 

national/international news higher. But viewed as a combined General 

Circulation type, they played crime/accident and sports/entertainment 

higher than did the smaller special interest papers (see Table X, page 

3q). 

Similarities in News Play 

Correlation of attention scores over the eight categories of news 

(Table IX, page 37) showed that none of the papers agreed substantially 

on the rank-order of emnhasis given to the categories. In other words, 

high and low attention scores of any one newspaper were poor predictors 

of high and low attention scores of any other paper, as far as types of 

news were concerned. 

Similarities in News Usage and News Play 

If both the number of stories and news disnlay are indicants of 

news values, then the two indicants should be highly correlated. That 

is, the greater the number.of stories a paper publishes in a given 

category, the greater should be the attention score of that news cate

gory. 

Table XI, page 40, shows high intra-paper consistence in news 

usage and news play. Between papers, there was less of a relationship, 

especially between the General and Limited Circulation types. 

The Daily Oklahoman was a little less consistent in usage as rela

ted to news nlay, but still hi~hly significantly (r = .846). News 
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category usage exnlained 71.6% of the news play. The Oklahoma Eagle 

correlated .891 on news usage and play, while the Black Chronicle cor

related .946. ~his means that the Eagle's usage explained 79.4% of 

news play, while Chronicle usage explained 8q.5%. On the average, 

then, the four newspapers' news usage patterns explained about 85% of 

the relative emphasis placed on the news. 

On the inter-paper comparison, news usage of the ~ribune correla

ted .?01 with the Oklahoman, while the Oklahoman's us~ge correlated 

.647 with the Tribune attention scores. Put more sim~ly, given the 

eight categories of news, the Tribune's usage explained a little less 

than half the Oklahoman's display of those categories, while the 

Oklahoman's usage explained about 42 per cent of the Tribune's display. 

On the other hand, the Tribune's usage and Oklahoman's usages 

showed practically no correlation with either of the smaller papers' 

play of the news. What's more, the Eagle's news usage was a poor pre

dictor of the Chronicle's news play and vice-versao 

In.sum, each paper's news usage was a good predictor only of that 

newspaper's news emphasis. As far as one type of newspaper's usage 

pr~dicting the play of news of the other paper in its type, the General 

Circulation papers showed some relationship, but the Limited Circula~ 

tion papers showed practically no relationship between usage on the 

part of one and news nlay by the other. 
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Conclusions 

The four newspapers have four ideas of what categories of news 

represent the top news of the day. While readership for Limited and 

General circulation newspapers overlap in the metropolitan areas, the 

concept of publishing for the most homogenous audiences for the indi

vidual newspapers appears to stand for these editors. The results of 

this study indicate no category or categories of news indigenous to 

Limited or General circulation newspapers, or to a specific metropoli

tan area. 

News category usage is widely varied among the newspapers. The 

figures are deceptive in that very high variations in use exist between 

newspapers according to category. These variations might be attributed 

to the audiences these newspapers are reaching and to the size of the 

newspapers. For example, the two general-circulation papers are large 

enough to have several major sections in which certain types of news 

stories are printed, and the variety of audiences these larger papers 

are designed to attract make it necessary to present a wide range of 

news stories which will affect most members of these audiences. 

On the other hand, the two limited-circulation newspapers, which 

some researchers classify as sup~lemental to the general-circulation 

papers, did not use some of the categories of stories found in the 

larger papers. The limited-circulation papers have a much smaller and 

more cohesive audience. The news stories in these papers are designed 

to appeal to the needs of the smaller audiences who would otherwise not 

find much news of their communities and representatives in the general

circulation papers. In other words, the ~eneral usage of news in many 

of the categories may have reflP-cted the front pages of some newspapers 
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more than others. 

The result~ indicate that a relation might exist between the type 

of newspaper, general and limited circulation, and news category usageo 

Again,. this trend is probably related to. the purposes of the two types 

of newspapers. The smaller papers ar·e intent unon informing their 

audiences of news within that community while the larger papers are 

presenting an· overview of news which may indirectly affect most seg

ments of their audiences. 

The limited and general circ~lation papers did not agree on the 

categories of news used on the front page. As far as number of stories 

printed in the various categories was concerned, there was no consensus 

~mong the types of newspapers. 

A similar lack of agreement was found in the rank-order of usage 

of the categories of news. There was no clear-cut division in the 

relative use of news categories between limited and general circulation 

newspapers. This means, the number of stories printed in a category by 

the larger papers did not predict the number printed by the smaller 

papers. 

Because of similarity in scope, the categories were collapsed from 

14 to 8, revealing again some indication that a relation might exist 

between type of newspaper and news category usage. · ~e general .circu

lation newspapers showed heavy usage in national/international news. 

The limited circulation paners showed no agreement on news usage. It 

must be remembered that because of the small size of the limited 

circulation papers, the lack of some sections of the paper may account 

for certain categories appearing on the front pa~e. 



Hith the data categorized by type of newspaper, limited and 

general, the differences in newsplay are more obvious in certain cate-

gories. General circulation papers ~ave larger headlines and choicier 

newsholes to national/international, crime/accidents, and sports/ 

entertainment news. But, law/politics, miscellaneous, education and 

economics news received more play by limited than by general circula-

tion papers. 

This study encompassed a very small universe. The conclusions 

serve only as indicators for future studies. This study was designed 

to examine the differences in front-page news stories in limited and 

general circulation newspapers in regard to the usage and play of news 

categories. 

Overall, the null hypothesis was not confirmed. There is a 

significant difference between types of newspapers in regard to the 

selection of news within some categories. It should be noted that 

between the individual papers and metropolitan areas, no significant 

difference exists. However, when the papers are categorized as limited 

and general circulation, the differences become apparent. Of equal 

importance is the consistency with which the individual newspaper used 

and played front-page news stories. Each newspaper editor is committed 
I 

to printing the day s top news stories, as perceived within his system. 
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