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SINCLAIR LEWIS, NOVELIST AND SPEAKER: A COMPARISON

OF THE THEMES AND RHETORICAL METHODS USED IN THREE 

OF HIS PUBLIC ADDRESSES TO THE THEMES AND 

METHODS USED IN SIX OF HIS NOVELS

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

Subj e c t  : S i n c l a i r  Lewis

The l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r i a n ,  Vernon L. P a r r i n g t o n ,  remem

b e re d  t h e  day he  f i n i s h e d  T a i n e ' s  H i s t o i r e  de l a  l i t t é r a t u r e  

a n g l a i s e  a s  t h e  day he  d i s c o v e r e d  "a  method t h a t  e n v i s a g e d  

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  a  p e o p le  as  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  o u tg ro w th  o f  

t h e i r  r a c i a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  and e p o c h . N o t  

o n l y  American  l i t e r a t u r e  b u t  A m erican  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s  i s  

r e c o g n i z e d  a s  an  embodiment o f  A m erican  t h o u g h t ;  t h e  s c h o l a r

E. H. Eby ( i n t r o . ) .  Main C u r r e n t s  i n  American 
Thought  by Vernon P a r r i n g t o n ,  Vol .  I l l :  The B e g in n in g s  o f
C r i t i c a l  R e a l i sm  i n  America  (New Y ork :  H a r c o u r t ,  B race  and
C o . ,  1 9 30 ) ,  p v i i .



t u r n s  t o  them t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r r e n t s  o f  Amer

i c a n  c u l t u r e .  More t h a n  any o t h e r  Amer ' c a n  w r i t e r  o f  h i s  

t i m e ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis n o t  o n l y  h e l p e d  t h e  w o r ld  u n d e r s t a n d  

Am erica  b u t  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  t h e  way Am ericans  t h o u g h t  o f  

t h e m s e l v e s .

The e n t r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n t o  World War I  h e r 

a l d e d  s h a r p  chan ges  i n  Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e :  t h e  s o c i a l  

c r i t i c i s m  so  s t r o n g  i n  books l i k e  Upton S i n c l a i r ' s  The J u n g l e  

o r  F ra n k  N o r r i s ' s  The P i t  v a n i s h e d  w h i l e  r o m a n t i c  n o v e l s  l i k e  

Gene S t r a t t o n - P o r t e r ' s  A G i r l  o f  t h e  L i m b e r l o s t , Booth T a r -  

k i n g t o n ' s  P e n r o d , o r  Kate  D ouglas  W ig g i n ' s  Rebecca  o f  Sunny- 

brook  Farm h e l d  l i t t l e  charm f o r  t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  doughboy.  

The end o f  t h e  w ar  t o  end a l l  w a rs  began  a new l i t e r a r y  t r e n d ,  

a s h a r p e r  t r e n d  tow ard  r e a l i s m  and r e v o l t .

C r i t i c s  and young w r i t e r s  i n  r e v o l t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  A m erican  v i l l a g e  t u r n e d  t o  r e a l 

ism i n  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Gene S t r a t t o n - P o r t e r  t y p e  o f  s t o r y .

They r e g a r d e d  American  p r o v i n c i a l i s m  and p u r i t a n i s m  as  t h e  

enemy. Lewis r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e s e  l i t e r a r y  and s o c i a l  t r e n d s  

by u s i n g  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  r e a l i s m  i n  w r i t i n g  h i s  s t o r i e s - - a  

c a t a l o g u e  o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  Am erican  c u l t u r e  

a lo n g  w i t h  a  r e m a r k a b l e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  and 

t h o u g h t  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n ;  he  d i r e c t e d  h i s  i r e



a g a i n s t  s m a l l - t o w n  A m erica .  He was i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  w r i t e  t h e  g r e a t  A m erican  n o v e l  w hich  c r i t i c s  had  been  

c a l l i n g  f o r  s i n c e  t h e  Am erican  R e v o l u t i o n .

"Red" Lewis became a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  

g en u s  Americanum. He was among t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c 

t u a l  r e b e l s  t h a t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  

d i v e s t e d  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e ,  d rama,  p o e t r y ,  f i c t i o n ,  o f  i t s  

o l d  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  No d o u b t  Am erica  was i n  a s e l f - c r i t i c a l  

a t t i t u d e  a s  t h e  c o u n t r y  moved i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e s ;  w r i t e r s  l i k e  

T heo d o re  D r e i s e r ,  Upton S i n c l a i r ,  Eugene O ' N e i l l ,  and Henry 

L. Mencken r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  mood. I n  t h i s  d e c a d e - - t h e  decad e  

o f  T e a p o t  Dome, B a th t u b  G in ,  t h e  T in  L i z z i e ,  Gal C o o l id g e ,  

Aimee Sample M cPherson ,  and Dick T r a c y - - L e w i s  p ro d u ce d  f i v e  

o f  h i s  g r e a t  s o c i a l  p r o t e s t  n o v e l s :  Main S t r e e t  ( 1 9 2 0 ) ,

B a b b i t t  ( 1 9 2 2 ) ,  A rrow sm ith  ( 1 9 2 5 ) ,  E lmer G a n t ry  ( 1 9 2 7 ) ,  and 

Dodsworth  ( 1 9 2 9 ) ,  and i n  1930 he  became t h e  f i r s t  American  

w r i t e r  t o  be h o n o r e d  w i t h  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e . %

Though L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  b r o u g h t  him E u ro pean  r e c o g n i 

t i o n ,  many o f  h i s  cou n try m en  were  sh o c k e d  and a n g e r e d  by h i s

2S i n c l a i r  Lewis r e c e i v e d  t h e  p r i z e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$4800 a t  t h e  Nobel  F e s t i v a l  i n  t h e  S tockho lm  C o n c e r t  House 
on December 10, 1930. H is  a d d r e s s ,  "The A m erican  F e a r  o f  
L i t e r a t u r e , "  was d e l i v e r e d  December 12, b e f o r e  t h e  members 
o f  t h e  Sw edish  Academy a t  t h e  S to c k  Exchange H a l l .



s a t i r i c  a t t a c k s  upon  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  age .

H is  g r e a t e s t  a s s a u l t  upon t h e  " B o o b o i s i e " ^  added a new word 

t o  t h e  A m erican  l a n g u a g e ,  " B a b b i t t . N o t  even  t h e  d a r l i n g s  

o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  o r  t h e  c l e r g y ,  e s c a p e d  

h i s  pen .  Dr. Almus P i c k e r b a u g h ,  f o r  exam ple ,  was t h e  B i l l y

Sunday o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  and Elmer G a n t r y  was a

c le rg y m a n  who w o r s h ip e d  n o t  God b u t  money, s e x ,  and a p p la u s e .

W hateve r  he  w r o t e  o f  A m erica ,  Lewis n e v e r t h e l e s s  

l o v e d  h i s  n a t i o n ; ^  b e c a u s e  he  was o f  i t  and lo v e d  i t ,  Lewis 

became t h e  c o m p le te  c r i t i c  o f  m i d d l e - c l a s s  A m erican  s o c i e t y . &

O
The te rm  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  Henry L. Mencken.

^George  F o l l a n s b e e  B a b b i t t  was t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  m id d le  c l a s s  b u s in e ssm a n  c a u g h t  i n  a web o f  c o n f o r m i t y  
and  s u c c e s s  w o r s h i p .  The term  i s  u s e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  any one 
who f e a r s  t o  a c t  b e c a u s e  o f  what  p e o p le  m igh t  t h i n k .

^Some A m ericans  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  Lewis h a t e d  Am erica .  
Wlien Mark S c h o r e r ' s  b io g r a p h y  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1961, Elmer 
T. P e t e r s o n ,  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  D a i ly  Oklahoman, w r o t e  
an  e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d ,  " S i n c l a i r  Lewis H a te s  P e o p l e . "  I n  
t h i s  p i e c e  he  s a i d :  "He [Lewis]  had  con tem pt  f o r  t h e  s m a l l
town b a sed  on r u r a l  l i f e ,  and l i k e w i s e  f o r  p r e a c h e r s ,  s e r v i c e
c l u b s ,  b u s in e s s m e n  and o t h e r  segm en ts  o f  American l i f e .  T h i s  
a c t u a l l y  meant t h a t  he  d e s p i s e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  
and  he  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  f a c t  by s p e n d in g  h i s  l a s t  y e a r s  i n  
I t a l y . "  Newspaperman P e t e r s o n  c a n n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  an a u 
t h o r i t y  on Lewis b u t  he  does  r e f l e c t  t h e  common v iew  o f  many 
c i t i z e n s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  Lewis c r i t i c i z e d  American ways and 
som etim es  l i v e d  a b ro a d  he  t h e r e f o r e  h a t e d  a l l  A m erica .  See 
E lm er  T. P e t e r s o n ,  " S i n c l a i r  Lewis H a te s  P e o p l e , "  D a i l y  
Oklahoman, O c to b e r  22 ,  1961,  p.  20A.

^ R o b e r t  E. S p i l l e r ,  The C yc le  o f  Am erican  L i t e r a t u r e  
(New York:  The M a cm i l la n  Company, 19537, p. 223.



He a c c u r a t e l y  r e c o r d e d  t h e  t r i v i a  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  c h a r 

a c t e r s  i n  h i s  n o v e l s ;  he  d e s c r i b e d  m i n u t e l y  t h e  d r e s s ,  homes,  

sp e e c h ,  and cus tom s o f  t h e  men and women o f  Main S t r e e t ,  U.

S. A. A c e n t u r y  from now, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Maule and Cane,  p e r 

h a p s  " l i t e r a t e  p e o p le  w i l l  look  t o  S i n c l a i r  Lewis t o  t e l l  

what  t h i s  c o u n t r y  was l i k e  i n  t h o s e  amazing  f o u r  d e c a d e s  

from 1910 t o  1 9 5 0 ." ^  But Lewis d i d  more t h a n  t h i s ;  he  t r i e d  

t o  e x e r t  a change  i n  American v a l u e s .  C a r l  Van Doren c h a r 

a c t e r i z e d  h i s  f r i e n d  as a s e i sm o g ra p h  m ark ing  t h e  f l u c t u a 

t i o n s  o f  mood and a t t i t u d e s  i n  t h e  American p u b l i c  b e f o r e  

t h e y  th e m s e lv e s  were aware  o f  them. He was Am erican  t o  t h e  

c o re  and p e r fo rm ed  a u n i q u e  c r i t i c a l  t a s k .  As Mark S c h o r e r  

w r o te  :

With t h a t  America  " so a k ed  i n t o  h i s  p o r e s , "  he c o u ld  
document f o r  an enormous a u d ie n c e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a 
p e o p le  and a c l a s s ,  an d ,  w i t h o u t  r e p u d i a t i n g  e i t h e r ,  
c r i t i c i z e  and lau g h  a t  b o th .  Today t h i s  f u n c t i o n  
h a s  p a s s e d  t o  p o p u l a r i z i n g  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  and i f  we 
h ave  no B a b b i t t s  o r  Elmer G a n t ry s  o r  F r a n  D o d s w o r th s , 
we h ave  s t a t u s  s e e k e r s  and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  f a c e s  i n  
t h e  crowd and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  men, a l l  t h i n n e r  and 
more a b s t r a c t  t h a n  L e w i s ' s  e n d u r i n g  f i c t i o n a l  
c r e a t u r e s .8

^H arry  E. Maule and M e l v i l l e  H. Cane ( e d s . ) .  The 
Man From Main S t r e e t  (New York:  Random House,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  p. x iv .

% a r k  S c h o r e r ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis : An Am erican  L i f e  
(New York :  McGraw-Hil l  Book Company I n c . ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p.  813.
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To n o m in a te  S i n c l a i r  Lewis a s  a modern Am erican  D io g e n es^  

c a n n o t  be f a r  wrong.

As t h e  f i r s t  Am erican  t o  w in  t h e  N obel  P r i z e  f o r  

L i t e r a t u r e ,  Lewis lo ok ed  upon t h e  o c c a s i o n  a s  E uropean  a c 

knowledgment o f  t h e  m a tu re  p o s i t i o n  o f  Am erican  l e t t e r s  i n  

t h e  w o r ld .  The e v e n t  was i m p o r t a n t  f o r  him and f o r  h i s  

n a t i o n ,  and he  made c a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  

s p e e c h .  H is  a d d r e s s ,  "The Am erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  d e 

l i v e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Swedish  Academy o f  L e t t e r s  i n  S tockho lm  

i n  1930, r a n k s  w i t h  W i l l i a m  F a u l k n e r ' s  a d d r e s s  as  one o f  t h e  

two most s i g n i f i c a n t  s p e e c h e s  made by Am erican  w r i t e r s  awarded 

t h e  P r i z e .  Lewis c r i t i c a l l y  examined t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  A m er i 

can  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and c o n c lu d e d  h i s  r em a rk s  w i t h  a p a s s i o n a t e  

s t a t e m e n t  o f  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  h i s  l a n d  and h i s  

hope  f o r  a l i t e r a t u r e  to  match  t h i s  g r e a t n e s s .

The Nobel  s p e e c h  was n o t  L e w i s ' s  f i r s t  v e n t u r e  on 

t h e  p u b l i c  p l a t f o r m .  D ur ing  th e  y e a r s  1920 t o  1944, t h e  New 

York Times r e c o r d e d  o v e r  tw e n ty  f o r m a l  s p e e c h e s  by Lewis as 

w e l l  a s  numerous i n t e r v i e w s  and r e p o r t s  o f  h i s  o p i n i o n s  upon  

c u r r e n t  t o p i c s . A s  e a r l y  a s  h i s  h i g h  s c h o o l  y e a r s  i n  Sauk

^The w r i t e r  i s  i n d e b t e d  t o  Vernon P a r r i n g t o n  f o r  t h e  
a l l u s i o n  t o  Lewis a s  a D io g e n e s .  See h i s  c h a p t e r ,  "Our Own 
D i o g e n e s , "  Main C u r r e n t s , V o l .  I I I .

^^See l i s t  i n  Append ix  I I .



C e n t r e M i n n e s o t a ,  h e  o r g a n i z e d  a d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y ; ^ ^  i n  t h e  

l a s t  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  tho u g h  t r a v e l i n g  i n  Europe  and i n  

i l l  h e a l t h ,  he  gave  s e v e r a l  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e s .

Many o f  L e w i s ' s  s p e a k i n g  engagem en ts  were  d e s i g n e d  

t o  p u b l i c i z e  h i s  l a t e s t  n o v e l ,  b u t  H a r r i s o n  S m i th ,  h i s  f r i e n d  

and p u b l i s h e r ,  w r o t e  t h a t  Lewis was a " b r i l l i a n t  s p e a k e r  . . , 

a lw ay s  i n  demand f o r  l e c t u r e s  and p u b l i c  a d d r e s s e s . Al l  

who ha v e  w r i t t e n  o f  h im - - f r o m  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ,  G race  Hegger  

L ew is ,  t o  h i s  b i o g r a p h e r ,  Mark S c h o r e r - - p r a i s e  h i s  powers o f  

m im ic r y ,  h i s  f a s c i n a t i o n  f o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  o f t e n  t u r n e d  

i n t o  a Lewis m onologue .  But even  more s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  s a i d  

Maule  and Cane,  he  u s e d  " t h i s  t a l e n t  f r e e l y  t o  d e v e lo p  an 

i d e a .  In  c o n t r o v e r s y  he  was a r u t h l e s s  o p p o n e n t ,  and h e  d id  

n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  u s e  s a r c a s m ,  e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  s c o r n ,  and r i d i 

c u l e . H e  u s e d  a l l  t h e  com m u n ica t io n  m ed ia ,  p r e s s ,  r a d i o ,

^ ^ C h r i s t i a n  G a u ss ,  " S i n c l a i r  Lewis vs  H is  E d u c a t i o n , "  
S a t u r d a y  E v e n in g  P o s t , CCIV (December 26 ,  1 9 3 1 ) ,  21.

One o f  L e w i s ' s  l a s t  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s e s  was i n  O c to 
b e r ,  1949,  a t  L e id e n  U n i v e r s i t y .  T h e re  he  spoke  t o  P r o f e s s o r  
P e r r y  M i l l e r ' s  Am erican  L i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s  and t o  an a u d ie n c e  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  most  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s .
See P e r r y  M i l l e r ,  " I n c o r r u p t i b l e  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , "  A t l a n t i c  
M o n t h l y , CLXXXVII ( A p r i l ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  32.

^ ^ H a r r i s o n  Sm ith  and Donald  B a r r ,  "The R id d le  o f  
Sauk C e n t r e , "  S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r a t u r e ,  XXXIX (O c to b e r  
6 ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  48.

14Maule and Cane,  Man From Main S t r e e t , p.  xv,
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podium, t o  a t t a c k  t h e  p h i l i s t i n e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  day .

C l e a r l y ,  t h e n ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis i s  acknow ledged  as  an 

i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e  i n  Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e ,  one h i s t o r i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a s o c i a l  c r i t i c  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s  and 

t h e  t h i r t i e s .  H is  work l i k e  H a r r i e t  B e ech er  S t o w e ' s ,  C h a r l e s  

D i c k e n s ' s ,  o r  B e r n a r d  S h aw 's  was g o v e rn e d  i n  a r e a l  s e n s e  by 

a r h e t o r i c a l  o r  p e r s u a s i v e  e f f o r t .  H a r ry  E. Maule and M el

v i l l e  H. Cane s u g g e s t  h e  was p a r t l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  h i s  p e r 

s u a s i v e  e f f o r t s  when t h e y  w r o t e ,  " S i n c l a i r  Lewis p e rh a p s  e x 

e r t e d  a  more p r o f o u n d  i n f l u e n c e  upon th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  

Am erica  t h a n  any o t h e r  w r i t e r  o f  h i s  t i m e . " ^ ^  With t h e  p u b 

l i c a t i o n  o f  Mark S c h o r e r ' s  d e t a i l e d  b i o g r a p h y ,  S i n c l a i r  

Lewis : An A m erican  L i f e , t h e  themes e x p r e s s e d  i n  L e w i s ' s

s e v e r a l  s p e e c h e s  may be examined a g a i n s t  t h e  background ,  o f  

t h e  e v e n t s  o f  h i s  c o l o r f u l  l i f e  and compared w i t h  s i m i l a r  

ones  e x p r e s s e d  i n  h i s  n o v e l s .

S o u rc e s  o f  t h e  S tudy

Though one c a n n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  Mark 

S c h o r e r ' s  b i o g r a p h y  o f  Lewis amounts t o  " t h e  l a s t  words on 

L e w i s , s t i l l  i t  does  c h r o n i c l e  w i t h  p a i n  and a u t h e n t i c i t y

I S l b i d . ,  p.  x i v .

16 "Sauk C e n t r e  S c a r e c r o w , "  Review o f  S i n c l a i r  Lewis :
An A m erican  L i f e ,  by Mark S c h o r e r ,  Newsweek, L V I I I ( O c t o b e r  
2 ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  89.
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"Red" L e w i s ' s  l i f e  o f  " n o i s y  d e s p e r a t i o n . " ^ ^  F o r  t e n  y e a r s  

S c h o r e r  worked on t h e  b i o g r a p h y ;  t h e  book p r o v i d e s  a n  i n v a l 

u a b l e  d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  L e w i s ' s  l i f e .  But 

one i s  more c o n v in c e d  t h a n  e v e r  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  word h a s  n o t  

been  s a i d  a b o u t  Lewis when t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  by S c h o r e r  i s  

examined :

F e e l i n g  p o o r  [ f i n a n c i a l l y ] ,  h e  [Lewis]  began t o  a r 
r a n g e  f o r  a  l e c t u r e  t o u r  t h a t  would  e x t e n d  from l a t e  
O c to b e r  to  l a t e  F e b r u a r y  o f  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  I t  was a  
form b o th  o f  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e  and  o f  s e l f - p u n i s h m e n t ,  
f o r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  John  H e r s e y  [a  young g r a d u a t e  from 
Y a le  who Lewis h i r e d  i n  1939 a s  a p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y ] , 
h e  h a t e d  l e c t u r i n g .  He f e l t  o n l y  c o n te m p t  f o r  h i s  
a u d i e n c e s ,  and  i n  a c h a p t e r  on l e c t u r e  t o u r s  i n  h i s  
l a t e r  n o v e l  G ideon  P l a n i s h  [1 9 4 3 ] ,  he  e x a c t l y  e x 
p r e s s e d  h i s  own f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  them,^®

P o s s i b l y  Lewis d i d  s a y  from t im e  t o  t im e  t h a t  he  h a t e d  l e c 

t u r i n g  and t h a t  he  d e s p i s e d  anyone who came t o  l i s t e n ,  b u t  

one s u s p e c t s  t h a t  he  may h a v e  spo k e n  much a s  t h e  a c t o r  who 

s a y s  h e  h a t e s  a c t i n g  and t h e  a u d i e n c e s  who sometime d i s a p 

p o i n t  h im ,  b u t  who go es  r i g h t  on a c t i n g  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .

What t h e y  s a y  t h e y  f e e l  a b o u t  t h e i r  a r t  and wha t  t h e y  ^  

f e e l  may n o t  be t h e  same, G ideon  P l a n i s h  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  

Lewis n o v e l  t h a t  f e a t u r e s  t h e  lo u d -m o u th ed  o r a t o r ,  L e w i s ' s  

t im e  was f i l l e d  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  p r o t o t y p e s  o f  t h e  b r a y i n g  man

^ ^ S c h o r e r ,  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , p , 267. 

l ^ I b i d , , p , 633.
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from Huey Long t o  F a t h e r  C o u g h l in ,  b u t  t o  g e n e r a l i z e  f rom 

h i s  e x p r e s s e d  c o n te m p t  f o r  t h e  phony o r a t o r  i n  h i s  n o v e l s  t o  

L e w i s ' s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  a l l  s p e a k e r s  and a l l  a u d i e n c e s  i s  

d a n g e r o u s .

H a te  l e c t u r i n g ?  S c h o r e r  r e c o r d s  o v e r  f i f t y  o c c a 

s i o n s  a t  w h ich  Lewis  sp o k e ,  numerous p u b l i c  d e b a t e s ,  and  

s e v e r a l  l e n g t h y  l e c t u r e  t o u r s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  Lewis spo k e  

i n  A m erica ,  Sweden, E n g la n d ,  Germany, and  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  

t h e  w o r l d .  H i s  a u d i e n c e s  i n c l u d e d  h i s  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s  i n  

Sauk C e n t r e ,  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t s  a t  S to ck ho lm  i n  1930,  

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  u n i v e r s i t y  and c o l l e g e  g r o u p s ,  h i s  Y a le  

c l a s s m a t e s  a t  t h e i r  f i f t e e n t h  r e u n i o n ,  members o f  t h e  p r e s s  

i n  America  and a b r o a d ,  and g a t h e r i n g s  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  a u t h o r s .  

Did he  d e s p i s e  them a l l ?  The p r e s e n t  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  j u s t i 

f i e d  i f  f o r  no o t h e r  r e a s o n  t h a n  t o  r e f u t e  t h i s  w e ak ly  s u p 

p o r t e d  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  a b o u t  L e w i s ' s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  h i s  own 

s p e a k i n g  and h i s  many a u d i e n c e s .

G race  Hegger  L e w i s ' s  book,  With Love from G r a c i e , i s  

c o n s i d e r e d  by many c r i t i c s  t o  be an a c c u r a t e  a c c o u n t  o f  

L e w i s ' s  l i f e  d u r i n g  h i s  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e ,  t h o u g h  much more s u b 

j e c t i v e  t h a n  S c h o r e r ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  same p e r i o d .  G race  

H egger  g i v e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  L e w i s ' s  c h i l d h o o d ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  

f r i e n d s h i p s ,  and e a r l y  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r  u n t i l  h e r  d i v o r c e
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from Lewis i n  1928 .19

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  L e w i s ' s  d e a t h ,  H a r r y  E. Maule and M el

v i l l e  H. Cane, e x e c u t o r s  o f  h i s  e s t a t e ,  p u b l i s h e d  The Man 

From Main S t r e e t ,  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e s s a y s ,  a d d r e s s e s ,  and 

o t h e r  Lewis w r i t i n g s . 20 A y e a r  e a r l i e r ,  i n  1952, H a r r i s o n  

S m i th ,  L e w i s ' s  f r i e n d  and e d i t o r  f o r  many y e a r s ,  p u b l i s h e d  

t h e  a u t h o r ' s  l e t t e r s  t o  H a r c o u r t ,  B race  and C o m p a n y . 21 These  

l e t t e r s  m e n t io n  some o f  t h e  s p e a k i n g  t o u r s  as  w e l l  a s  o f f e r  

i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  n o v e l i s t ' s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  h i s  r e a d i n g  pu b 

l i c .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s o u r c e s  t h e r e  a r e  numerous a r t i 

c l e s  by and a b o u t  Lewis .  To d a t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  h a s  been  

no e x h a u s t i v e  s t u d y  o f  L e w i s ' s  s p e a k i n g  c a r e e r .  I n  t h e  

A p r i l ,  1935, i s s u e  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r l y  J o u r n a l  o f  S p e e c h , L i o n e l  

C ro c k e r  p u b l i s h e d  an a r t i c l e ,  " S i n c l a i r  Lewis on P u b l i c  

S p e a k i n g , "  w hich  p r o v i d e d  some i n t e r e s t i n g  exam ples  o f  L e w is ' s  

u s e  o f  o r a t o r y  i n  h i s  n o v e l s ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  L e w i s ' s  own 

s p e a k i n g  e f f o r t s . 22

^ 9 (New York:  H a r c o u r t ,  B race  and Company, 1951) .

20Maule and Cane,  The Man From Main S t r e e t .

21 From Main S t r e e t  t o  S tockho lm  : L e t t e r s  o f  Lewis
1910- 1930 (New York:  H a r c o u r t ,  B race  and C o . ,  195%^.

2 2 v o l .  X I I ,  232 -3 7 .
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T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n s  w h ic h  d e a l  w i t h  

some p a r t  o f  L e w i s ' s  c a r e e r ;  (1)  A r t h u r  B. C o le m a n 's  "The 

G e n e s i s  o f  S o c i a l  I d e a s  i n  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , "  New York U n i v e r 

s i t y ,  1954,  (2)  W i l l i a m  C o u c h 's  "The E m ergence ,  R i s e  and  De

c l i n e  o f  t h e  R e p u t a t i o n  o f  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , "  C h icago  U n i v e r 

s i t y ,  1953, (3) L eo na rd  F e i n b e r g ' s  " S i n c l a i r  Lewis as  a  S a t 

i r i s t , "  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  1946, (4)  S h e ld o n  N. G reb -  

s t e i n ' s  " S i n c l a i r  L ew is :  A m erican  S o c i a l  C r i t i c , "  M ic h ig a n

S t a t e ,  1954. As t h e  t i t l e s  s u g g e s t ,  t h e s e  works  were  d e 

s i g n e d  t o  c o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  r a n g e  o f  L e w i s ' s  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r .  

F o r  e x am p le ,  G r e b s t e i n ' s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  a  s u r v e y  o f  L e w i s ' s  

n o v e l s  w i t h  em p h a s i s  upon  t h e i r  s o c i a l  com m entary ,  and i n 

c l u d e s  some b i o g r a p h i c a l  d a t a  c u l l e d  from s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s .  

W i l l i a m  C o u c h 's  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  

ch an g e s  i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  Lewis d u r i n g  h i s  c a r e e r ,  

Mark S c h o r e r  p r o b a b l y  b o r row ed  from C o u c h 's  work t h e  i d e a  

f o r  t h e  c h a p t e r  h e a d i n g s  o f  h i s  b i o g r a p h y - - " S m a l l  Town,"  

" C o l l e g e , "  " C l im b , "  " S u c c e s s , "  " D e c l i n e , "  and " F a l l . "  G re b 

s t e i n ' s  work c o n s i d e r e d  o n l y  t h e  Nobel  s p e e c h  f rom among 

L e w i s ' s  a d d r e s s e s ,  and Couch m e n t io n e d  L e w i s ' s  s p e a k i n g  o n l y  

i n c i d e n t a l l y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  above  d i s s e r t a t i o n s ,  an  M. A. 

t h e s i s ,  "The E v o lv i n g  S o c i a l  A t t i t u d e s  o f  S i n c l a i r  Lewis  a s



13

R e v e a le d  T hrough  H is  T y p e - C h a r a c t e r s , "  by M a r t i n  R u ssey  

Ausmus was a c c e p t e d  i n  1959 a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma.

As t h e  t i t l e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  t h e s i s  e m p h a s iz e d  L e w i s ' s  s o c i a l  

a t t i t u d e s  r e v e a l e d  i n  h i s  f i c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r s  and d i d  n o t  

c o n s i d e r  t h e  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  n o v e l i s t  a t  a l l .

Most  o f  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  n o t e b o o k s ,  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  

and  p e r s o n a l  p a p e r s  a r e  a t  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .  The e x 

e c u t o r s  o f  L e w i s ' s  e s t a t e  gave  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  u s e  t h i s  m a t e 

r i a l  and t h e  Y a le  L i b r a r y  p r o v i d e d  m i c r o f i l m e d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  m a n u s c r i p t s  o f  s e v e r a l  Lewis s p e e c h e s .  I n  many 

c a s e s  t h e s e  i n c l u d e d  a s e c o n d  d r a f t  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  w i t h  t h e  

a u t h o r ' s  c o r r e c t i o n s . ^3 A lso  o b t a i n e d  from t h e  Y a le  c o l 

l e c t i o n  was a m i c r o f i l m e d  copy o f  L e w i s ' s  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  

l e c t u r e  he  gave  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L e id e n  i n  1949, and t h e  

L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g re ss  s u p p l i e d  a m i c r o f i l m e d  copy o f  "The 

A m erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e "  m a n u s c r i p t  w i t h  L e w i s ' s  h a n d 

w r i t t e n  c o r r e c t i o n s .  The New York Times p u b l i s h e d  a  r e 

p o r t e r ' s  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  t h e  day  f o l l o w i n g  i t s  d e 

l i v e r y ,  December 13,  1930,  b u t  t h e  p u n c t u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

s p e e c h  i s  m i s l e a d i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  and  t h e  t e x t  u s e d  i n  

t h i s  s t u d y  was t h e  one p u b l i s h e d  by Maule and Cane i n  The

^^See  l i s t  i n  Append ix  I I .
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Man From Main S t r e e t . 2 4  T h e i r s  i s  t h e  same a s  t h e  one 

p r i n t e d  by H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e ,  and Company i n  a  p am p h le t  a u 

t h o r i z e d  by Lewis i n  May, 1931, e n t i t l e d  "Why S i n c l a i r  Lewis 

Got t h e  Nobel  P r i z e , "  by E r i k  Axel  K a r l f e l d t . 2 5  The Y a le  

L i b r a r y  p r o v i d e d  two d r a f t s  o f  t h e  s p e e c h ,  "Enemies o f  t h e  

B ook ,"  w i t h  c o r r e c t i o n s  by Lewis;  t h e  t e x t  was p u b l i s h e d  May 

23 ,  1936, i n  t h e  P u b l i s h e r s ' W e e k l y . 2& The o r i g i n a l  manu

s c r i p t s  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  t e x t s  were  u s e d  i n  t h e  

a n a l y s i s  b e c a u s e ,  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same i n  

c o n t e n t  and form,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  c h ang es  from 

t h e  d r a f t s  t o  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  t e x t .  The t e x t  o f  "The A r t i s t ,  

t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a ce "  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  was t h e  one 

p u b l i s h e d  i n  The Man From Main S t r e e t , 2 7  but  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

d r a f t  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  p r o v i d e d  on m i c r o f i l m  by t h e  Yale  L i 

b r a r y  was a l s o  exam ined .  T h i s  s p e e c h  was a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

t h e  Am erican  S c h o l a r  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 4 5 . 2 8

^^L ew is ,  "The American F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  The Man 
From Main S t r e e t , pp.  4 -1 7 .

25(New York:  H a r c o u r t ,  B ra c e ,  and Co. [u n d a te d
b o o k l e t ] . )

26CXXXIX (May 23 ,  1 9 36 ) ,  2011-14 .  

27gee  pp.  3 2 -36 .

28xiV ( J u l y ,  1 9 4 5 ) ,  2 65 -69 .
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S e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e d  numerous c r i t i c a l  e s t i 

m a tes  o f  Lewis a s  b o t h  a w r i t e r  and a s p e a k e r .  T h e re  a r e  

e s s a y s  by W a l t e r  Lippman, V ernon  P a r r i n g t o n ,  H a r r i s o n  S m i th ,  

James Branch  C a b e l l ,  H enry  S. Canby, B e rn a rd  De V o to ,  W i l 

l i a m  Rose B e i ï^ t , and  many o t h e r s ;  C a r l  Van D oren ,  f r i e n d  and 

c r i t i c  o f  Lewis p u b l i s h e d  i n  1933 a b i o g r a p h y ,  S i n c l a i r  

Lewis : A B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e t c h , and  t h e r e  i s  Mark S c h o r e r ' s

m a s s iv e  work d i s c u s s e d  p r e v i o u s l y .  T here  a r e  many books 

d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a l 

u a b l e  was O sca r  C a r g i l l ' s  I n t e l l e c t u a l  A m e r i c a , I d e a s  on t h e  

March and Morton  G. W h i t e ' s  S o c i a l  T hought  i n  A m e r i c a , t h e  

R e v o l t  A g a i n s t  F o r m a l i s m .

I n  summary, t h e  m a t e r i a l s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n 

c lu d e d  b o th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d r a f t s  o f  t h e  s p e e c h e s  s e l e c t e d  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  t e x t s .  The w r i t e r  examined a r e p o r t e r ' s  

t r a n s c r i p t  o f  one s p e e c h ;  s t u d i e d  a l l  o f  t h e  n o v e l s  o f  S i n 

c l a i r  Lewis w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e ;  r e a d  a l l  t h e  e s s a y s ,  s h o r t  s t o 

r i e s ,  even  poems a v a i l a b l e  i n  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  and much o f  t h e  

v a s t  c r i t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  c u r r e n t  i n  L e w i s ' s  own l i f e  and  c o n 

t i n u i n g  up  t o  1962. I n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  o f  Mark 

S c h o r e r  and W i l l i a m  Couch, b r o a d  i n  s c o p e ,  p r o v i d e d  a good 

b a s i s  f o r  t h e  more l i m i t e d  and i n t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  

t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
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P u r p o s e  o f  t h e  S tu d y

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t w o f o l d :  (1 )  t o

d i s c o v e r  t h e  m a jo r  them es  i n  t h e  s e l e c t e d  s p e e c h e s  o f  S i n 

c l a i r  Lewis and  t o  s e a r c h  o u t  t h e  s i m i l a r  ones  o c c u r r i n g  i n  

t h e  n o v e l s ;  and  (2)  t o  compare and c o n t r a s t  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  

a d a p t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  them es i n  t h e  s p e e c h e s  and  i n  t h e  n o v e l s .

To f u l f i l l  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  two f a c t o r s  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  s p e e c h e s  : (1)  Was t h e  t e x t  c o m p le t e

and  a u t h e n t i c ?  (2) Did t h e  t e x t  c o n t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  themes 

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  m a jo r  s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m  i n  L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s ?

T h re e  a d d r e s s e s  met t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  : "The A m erican  F e a r  o f

L i t e r a t u r e , "  "The Enemies o f  t h e  B ook ,"  and "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  

S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a c e . "  The l i m i t e d  number o f  s p e e c h e s  

s e l e c t e d  a l s o  a l l o w s  an i n t e n s i v e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  each  one as  

w e l l  as  a  c a r e f u l  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  s i m i l a r  them es  i n  t h e  n o v e l s .

The n o v e l s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  c o m p a r i s o n - - Main S t r e e t , 

B a b b i t t , E lm er  G a n t r y , A r r o w s m i t h , D o d s w o r th , and jCt C a n ' t  

Happen H e r e - - w e r e  c h o s e n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  many c r i t i c s ,  o f  t h e  b e s t  w r i t i n g  o f  S i n c l a i r  

L e w i s .

Though b i o g r a p h i c a l  d a t a  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  man and h i s  m o t i v a t i o n s ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n
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i s  n o t  t o  s u r v e y  t h e  e n t i r e  l i f e  o f  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s . Nor 

w i l l  a l l  t h e  l e c t u r e s  and a d d r e s s e s  be s u r v e y e d  h e r e .  How

e v e r ,  a l l  t h e  e x t a n t  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  on L e w i s ’ s p u b l i c  

s p e a k i n g  known t o  t h e  w r i t e r  was c o n s i d e r e d .  Such m a t e r i a l  

d i d  o f f e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  L e w i s ' s  s t y l e ,  a u d i e n c e  a d a p t a t i o n ,  

and i n  g e n e r a l  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a c o m p re h e n s io n  o f  h i s  w r i t t e n  

and  o r a l  m e th o d o lo g y .

The t h e s i s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  much o f  S i n 

c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  w r i t i n g ,  l i k e  h i s  s p e a k i n g ,  was p e r s u a s i v e  i n  

i n t e n t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  h i s  l i t e r a r y  and o r a l  e f f o r t s  w e re  c o n 

s c i o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  p rom ote  a c t i o n  o r  change  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  

Thomas R. N i l s e n  w r i t e s :

The r h e t o r i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s ,  a s  means o f  p e r s u a 
s i o n ,  a r e  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  
n e e d s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  a s  su c h  t h e y  
a r e  a l s o  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  c o n c e p t  o f  
man, i n  w h a t  h e  a s k s  him t o  do and  how; h i s  c o n c e p t  
o f  i d e a s ,  i n  w h a t  h e  p r e s e n t s  and  t h e  manner  i n  
w h ic h  h e  d e v e l o p e d  i t ;  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i e t y ,  i n  
w ha t  he  i m p l i e s  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  man t o  
man. T h ese  a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  o f  e n d u r i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
a b o u t  a sp e e c h  w h ich  t h e  c r i t i c  m ust  r e v e a l  i f  t h e  
m ean ing  o f  t h e  sp e e c h  i s  t o  be made p l a i n . 29

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a t t e m p t s  t o  an sw er  two q u e s t i o n s :  (1)

What i d e a s  and  v a l u e s  b a s i c  t o  L e w i s ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  a p p e a r  i n

b o t h  h i s  s p e e c h e s  and  h i s  l i t e r a r y  w o rk s?  (2) How d i d  he

OQ
" I n t e r p r e t i v e  F u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  C r i t i c , "  W e s te rn  

S p e e c h , XXI ( S p r i n g ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  72.
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a d a p t  h i s  i d e a s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  m edia  and a u d i e n c e s  i n  o r d e r  

t o  m ost  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e s e n t  a  g i v e n  a rg u m en t?  T hese  q u e s 

t i o n s  c a n n o t  be a d e q u a t e l y  a n sw e red  u n l e s s  t h e  a n sw e rs  t a k e  

i n t o  a c c o u n t  L e w i s ' s  v a l u e s ,  h i s  i d e a s  o f  h i m s e l f ,  and h i s  

c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  w h ich  h e  l i v e d .

Method o f  O r g a n i z a t i o n

I n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  answ e r  t h e  two q u e s t i o n s  p osed  i n  

t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a r a g r a p h ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o c e e d s  as  

f o l l o w s  :

C h a p te r  I I  p r e s e n t s  a  b r i e f  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  m a jo r  

e v e n t s  o f  L e w i s ' s  l i f e ,  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r h e 

t o r i c a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  h i s  f i c t i o n ,  and a d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  

h i s  s p e a k i n g  c a r e e r .

C h a p te r  I I I  p r e s e n t s  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h r e e  a d d r e s s e s  :

"The A m erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  t h e  "Enemies o f  t h e  Book," 

and  "The A r t i s t ,  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a c e . "  The c h a p t e r  c o n 

c l u d e s  w i t h  a summary o f  t h e  m a jo r  themes i n  t h e  s p e e c h e s .

C h a p te r  IV p r e s e n t s  a  c o m p a r is o n  o f  t h e  themes i n  

t h e  t h r e e  s e l e c t e d  a d d r e s s e s  t o  s i m i l a r  themes o c c u r r i n g  i n  

t h e  s i x  s e l e c t e d  n o v e l s .

C h a p te r  V p r e s e n t s  an e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  

m ethods  Lewis u s e d  i n  t h e  t h r e e  a d d r e s s e s  and compares  o r
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c o n t r a s t s  them t o  t h e  o n e s  h e  u s e d  i n  t h e  s i x  n o v e l s .

C h a p te r  VI p r e s e n t s  a summary o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  

C h a p te r  I I  t h r o u g h  V.

The a p p e n d i x  p r e s e n t s  a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o u t l i n e  o f  

L e w i s ' s  s p e a k i n g  c a r e e r  and  t h e  t e x t s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  a d d r e s s e s  

exam ined  i n  C h a p te r  I I I .



CHAPTER I I  

THE WRITER AND SPEAKER AS RHETORICIAN 

I n t r o d u c t i o n

Lewis w r o t e  o f  h i s  c h i l d h o o d :  " I t  was a boyhood

commonplace e x c e p t  f o r  a l o v e  o f  r e a d i n g  n o t  v e r y  u s u a l  i n  

t h a t  raw new t o w n . T h e  t r u t h  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  no boyhood i s  

commonplace,  n o t  L e w i s ' s  n o r  anyone  e l s e ' s .  To be b o r n  on 

F e b r u a r y  7,  1885,  i n  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  on t h e  f r o n t i e r  i s  n o t  

commonplace. A l s o ,  u n l i k e  o t h e r  A m er icans  b o rn  i n  s i m i l a r  

f r o n t i e r  v i l l a g e s ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis was a b l e  i n  h i s  m a tu r e  

y e a r s  t o  make d e f i n i t i v e  comments on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l i f e  

i n  an  A m erican  s m a l l  town.

When Lewis was b o r n ,  Abraham L i n c o l n  h a d  been  dead  

tw e n ty  y e a r s ,  G e n e r a l  G r a n t  was n e a r i n g  t h e  end o f  h i s  l i f e ,  

t h e  c o n t i n e n t  had  been  c o n n e c t e d  b y " t h e  r a i l r o a d  o n l y

S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  " S e l f - P o r t r a i t  ( B e r l i n ,  A u g u s t ,  
1 9 2 7 ) , "  The Man from Main S t r e e t  e d .  H a r r y  E. Maule  and 
M e l v i l l e  H. Cane (New York:  Random H ouse ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  p .  49 .

20
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s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  f l y i n g  was c o n s i d e r e d  i n s a n e ,  

a u t o m o b i l e s  were  t h o u g h t  t o  be i m p r a c t i c a l ,  and  r a d i o  and 

t e l e v i s i o n  w ere  mere  f a n t a s i e s .  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  Amer

i c a  was on t h e  b r i n k  o f  w o r l d  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and  h e r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

w i t h  S i n c l a i r  Lewis p l a y i n g  an  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e ,  was so o n  t o  

g a i n  w o r l d  r e c o g n i t i o n .

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  b a c k 

g ro u n d  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  man, h i s  w r i t i n g ,  and  h i s  s p e a k 

i n g .  The c h a p t e r  i n c l u d e s ,  f i r s t ,  a  b r i e f  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  

m a jo r  e v e n t s  i n  h i s  l i f e ;  s e c o n d ,  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  h i s  f i c t i o n ;  a n d ,  t h i r d ,  a 

r a t h e r  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  s p e a k i n g  c a r e e r .

A S k e t c h  o f  H a r r y  S i n c l a i r  Lewis

Sauk C e n t r e ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  h a d  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  

t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  s o u l s  when H a r r y  S i n c l a i r  Lewis j o i n e d  i t  i n  

1885,  t h i r d  so n  o f  Dr.  Edwin Lewis and  E m el in e  Jo h n s o n  Lew is .  

H is  m o th e r  d i e d  when H a r r y  was s i x  y e a r s  o l d ,  and on J u l y  7,  

1892 ,  Dr. Lewis m a r r i e d  I s a b e l  W arner ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  fam

i l y  i n  whose home h e  h a d  roomed a s  a  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t .

W hile  s t i l l  a  young boy,  H a r r y  Lewis was i m p r e s s e d  

by t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Sauk C e n t r e  H e r a l d  and d e c i d e d  t o  b e 

come a  w r i t e r  h i m s e l f .  He w r o t e  h i s  f i r s t  s t o r y  a t  14 ,  b u t
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h e  was 17 when t h e  H e r a l d  f i n a l l y  p r i n t e d  two o f  h i s  a r t i 

c l e s ,  " F o r t h  i n t o  t h e  World" and "Odds and E n d s . "  As a  

young man, Lewis w r o t e  s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  poems, e s s a y s ,  and 

ev en  v e r s e s  f o r  h i s  h i g h  s c h o o l  pep r a l l i e s .

At Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  numerous poems, 

a r t i c l e s ,  and s t o r i e s  t o  t h e  Y a le  L i t e r a r y  Magazine  and t h e  

C o u r a n t . D ur ing  h i s  j u n i o r  y e a r  "Red" Lewis i n t e r r u p t e d  h i s  

s t u d i e s  a t  Y a le  t o  j o i n  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  c o l o n y .  H e l i c o n  

H a l l ,  which  Upton S i n c l a i r  h ad  founded  i n  New J e r s e y .  Lewis ,  

h o w e v e r ,  l e f t  t h e  c o lo n y  a f t e r  a s h o r t  t im e  b e c a u s e  h e  found  

t h a t  h i s  j o b  as  j a n i t o r  was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n d u c iv e  t o  

w r i t i n g .  He r e t u r n e d  to  h i s  s t u d i e s  a t  Y a l e ,  and g r a d u a t e d  

i n  1907.

The l a n k y  r e d h e a d  from Sauk C e n t r e  h e l d  s e v e r a l  

j o u r n a l i s t i c  p o s i t i o n s  a f t e r  he  l e f t  Y a l e :  r e p o r t e r  on t h e

New Haven J o u r n a l  and C o u r i e r  and t h e  San F r a n c i s c o  B u l l e t i n ; 

a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r  o r  e d i t o r  o f  T r a n s a t l a n t i c  T a l e s , V o l t a  

R e v ie w , A d v e n t u r e , F r e d e r i c k  A. S to k e s  Company, P u b l i s h e r s '  

Newspaper  S y n d i c a t e ,  and George  H. Doran Company.

I n  1914 t h e  young man p u b l i s h e d  Our M r . Wrenn; The 

T r a i l  o f  t h e  Hawk, 1915; The J o b , 1917; The I n n o c e n t s , 1917; 

F r e e  A i r , 1 9 1 9 - - a l l  were  r o m a n t i c  t a l e s  o f  a d v e n t u r e  w i t h  

o n l y  h i n t s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s a t i r e  h e  was t o  d e v e lo p  more f u l l y  '
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l a t e r .  H is  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  b egan  t o  a p p e a r  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  

S a t u r d a y  E ven in g  P o s t , Woman' s Home Companion, and o t h e r  

p o p u l a r  p e r i o d i c a l s .

H is  l i t e r a r y  t a s t e s  w ere  formed by h i s  w ide  r e a d i n g ,  

and  h i s  r e a c t i o n s  t o  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  a t  Y a le  and a s  a  j o u r 

n a l i s t  s t r e n g t h e n e d  h i s  d i s l i k e  f o r  sham. Many exam ples  

from L e w i s ' s  l i f e  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  c o n te m p t  f o r  p r e t e n s i o n s .

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  when he  a r r i v e d  t o  l e c t u r e  b e f o r e  t h e  s t u d e n t  

body o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M in n e s o t a  he  was a s k e d  by h i s  h o s t ,  

"How would  you l i k e  t o  be a d d r e s s e d  h e r e  . . . a s  Dr.  Lewis ,  

P r o f e s s o r  L ew is ,  o r  Mr, L ew is?"^  The n o v e l i s t  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e m s e lv e s  d e c i d e ;  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  l e c t u r e  

t h e y  a d d r e s s e d  him a s  " R e d ."  An i n c i d e n t  w i t h  more s e r i o u s  

o v e r t o n e s  o c c u r r e d  when t h e  p l a y ,  D o d s w o r th , was t o  be p r o 

d uced  i n  Germany i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s  and H e r r  Hans B a r t s c h  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  German law w i r e d  t h e  a u t h o r  and h i s  c o l l a b o 

r a t o r ,  S id n e y  Howard, f o r  d o c u m e n ta t io n  o f  t h e i r  Aryan p u r i t y .  

The t e l e g r a p h e d  r e p l y  was:

I 'm  a f r a i d  t h a t  w i t h  deep  r e g r e t  we s h a l l  be 
u n a b l e  t o  g i v e  you c e r t i f i c a t e s  g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h a t  
we a r e  Aryan.  Who knows what  a n c e s t o r s  we may h a v e  
had  i n  t h e  l a s t  h u n d r e d  y e a r s ?  We r e a l l y  a r e  a s  
i g n o r a n t  o f  them a s  even  H i t l e r  o f  h i s .

2
C y r i l  C lemens ,  " I m p r e s s i o n s  o f  S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  With  

Some L e t t e r s , "  H o b b i e s , LVI ( A p r i l ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  139.
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I n  a n s w e r in g  p l e a s e  u s e  o u r  p r o p e r  l e g a l  names :
S id n e y  H o r o w i t z ,  S i n c l a i r  L e v y . 3

Lewis was a lw ay s  t o  r e m a in  f r e e  from h y p o c r i s y .

By 1914,  Lewis was becoming i n d e p e n d e n t  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  

and  i n  A p r i l  h e  m a r r i e d  G race  L i v i n g s t o n e  H e g g e r .  They h a d  

one s o n .  W e l l s ,  who was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  Second  World  War; t h e  

m a r r i a g e  ended w i t h  d i v o r c e  i n  1928. Lewis t h e n  m a r r i e d  t h e  

n o t e d  c o l u m n i s t ,  D o ro th y  Thompson, on May 14,  1928;  t h e y  a l s o  

h a d  one s o n ,  M ic h a e l ,

As a p h y s i c a l  t y p e  Lewis was r a t h e r  u n u s u a l .  F o r  

one t h i n g  h i s  f a c e  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  marked w i t h  s c a r s  from 

t h e  s e r i e s  o f  m in o r  o p e r a t i o n s  on s k i n  c a n c e r  h e  had  t h r o u g h 

o u t  h i s  l i f e .  Peggy Bacon h a s  s k e t c h e d  a  l i v e l y  word p i c t u r e  

o f  "Red" Lewis :

P i n k i s h ,  r e d - h e a d e d ,  h a i r  smooth and f l a t t e n e d  
i n  f r o n t ,  n e g l e c t e d ,  d i s h e v e l e d  and bunched  i n  b r i e f  
s t r a n d s  b e h in d .  I r r i t a b l e  brow. Long f l a t  p l a n e  
from te m p le  t o  c o l l a r .  F l e s h  l i k e  c an n e d  to m a to e s  
w i t h  t h e  s e e d s  i n  i t ,  c h a n g in g  a b r u p t l y  t o  c ream -  
c o l o r e d  f o r e h e a d .  P a l e  b l u e  c l e v e r  b u l g y  e y e s ,  
g l a r i n g  d i z z i l y  a t  so m e th in g  i n  o f f i n g ,  p o s s i b l y  a n t 
h i l l .  Sandy e y e l a s h e s ,  i n v i s i b l e  e y e b ro w s ,  l i p s  
g a t h e r e d  on a d r a w - s t r i n g  w i t h  p u z z l e d  p u r s e  l i k e  
o l d  l a d y ' s  r e t i c u l e .  Nose o f  a  g r o c e r  a d d in g  up 
s l i p .  F r e c k l e d  h a n d s  w i t h  an  e l e g a n t  s h a p e ,  s e n s i 
t i v e l y  c a r e s s i n g  c i g a r e t t e .  Fa c e  w i g g l e s  f o r m l e s s l y  
i n t o  c o l l a r ,  l o n g  seamy neck  t o  r e a r .  G old-r imm ed

3
V. F. C a l v e r t o n ,  "The C u l t u r a l  B a r o m e t e r , "  C u r r e n t  

H i s t o r y ,  XLVll ( O c to b e r ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  83.
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s p e c t a c l e s ,  m a l - f i t t i n g  c o l l a r ,  hun ch ed  s h o u l d e r s .
Looks o v e r h e a t e d ,  c o r r u g a t e d ,  m odes t  and o a f i s h .  A 
c o u n t r y - s t o r e  t y p e . 4

Not many who e v e r  met Lewis f o r g o t  what  he  l o o k e d  l i k e .

J u l y  17,  1920, Lewis gave  t h e  c o m p le te d  m a n u s c r i p t

o f  Main S t r e e t  t o  h i s  p u b l i s h e r ,  A l f r e d  H a r c o u r t .  Both

a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  book w ould  s e l l  a t  l e a s t  10 ,000  c o p i e s ,  b u t

i t  f a r  e x c e e d e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  months a f t e r  p u b l i c a -

t i o n - - 1 8 0 ,000 c o p i e s .  Jo h n  F a r r a r  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  e v e n t

v i v i d l y :

H is  f r i e n d s  a l l  bo u gh t  t h e  book ,  t h e n  t h e  c o g n o s c e n t i ,  
t h e n  t h e  l i t e r a t i ,  t h e n  t h e  l i t e r a t e ,  a  p a l t r y  t h o u 
sand  o r  so .  Then t h e  s l e e p i n g  b e a s t  t u r n e d  o v e r ,  
r u b b e d  i t s  e y e s ,  and woke u p .  F i f t y  t h o u s a n d .  I t  
how led  i n  an e c s t a s y  o f  s e l f - t o r t u r e .  One h u n d r e d  
th o u s a n d .  . . . H is  p u b l i s h e r s  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  i t  h a s  
beyond d o u b t  r e a c h e d  two m i l l i o n  r e a d e r s .  And p e o p le  
a r e  s t i l l  buy ing  i t  and  r e a d i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t im e  . . .  ,5

Lewis n e v e r  l a c k e d  f o r  money a g a i n ,  and he  was w e l l - l a u n c h e d  

"upon  h i s  l i f e  o f  n o i s y  d e s p e r a t i o n . "

Between 1920 and 1951,  Lewis w r o t e :  B a b b i t t , 1922;

A r r o w s m i t h , 1925;  M a n t r a p , 1926; E lmer G a n t r y , 1927; The Man 

Who Knew C o o l i d g e , 1928; D o d sw o r th , 1929; Ann V i c k e r s , 1933;

4 " 0 f f  With  T h e i r  H e a d s ! "  ^  R e p u b l i c , LXXXI 
(December 12,  1 9 3 4 ) ,  132.

^ " L i t e r a r y  S p o t l i g h t :  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , "  The Bookman,
LVI ( S e p t . ,  1 9 2 2 ) ,  p. 58.
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Work o f  A r t , 1934; I t  C a n ' t  Happen H e r e , 1935; P r o d i g a l  P a r 

e n t s  , 1938;  B e t h e l  M e r r i d a y , 1940; G ideon  P l a n i s h , 1943;

Cass T i m b e r l a n e , 1945; K in g sb lo o d  R o y a l , 1947; World So W ide , 

1951;  Hobohemia (d ra m a ) ,  1919; Jayh aw k er  (drama i n  c o l l a b o r a 

t i o n  w i t h  L loyd L e w is ) ,  1934; ^  C an ' t  Happen Here  (d ra m a ) ,  

1936; A nge la  i s  T w enty- two (drama i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Fay 

W ray) ,  1938; and c o u n t l e s s  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  and e s s a y s .  P e rh a p s  

t h e r e  i s  some t r u t h  i n  R o b e r t  C a n t w e l l ' s  g u e s s  t h a t  Lewis 

" p l a n n e d  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  a c a t a l o g u e  o f  t h e  i n t e r w o v e n  

w o r l d s  o f  A m erican  s o c i e t y .

I n  1926, Lewis r e f u s e d  t h e  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  f o r  Arrow

s m i th  b e c a u s e  t h e  co m m it tee  ch ose  n o v e l s  " n o t  a c c o r d i n g  to  

t h e i r  a c t u a l  l i t e r a r y  m e r i t  b u t  i n  o b e d ie n c e  t o  w h a t e v e r  code 

o f  Good Form may chance  t o  be p o p u l a r  a t  t h e  m o m e n t . H o w 

e v e r ,  Lewis warmly a c c e p t e d  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e  

i n  1930.

A f t e r  1930, L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  r e c e i v e d  m o s t ly  a d v e r s e  

c r i t i c i s m .  Even t h e  e v e n t s  i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  took  on an 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  somber t o n e :  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  D oro thy  Thompson

^ " L i t e r a r y  R e v a l u a t i o n s , "  New R e p u b l i c ,  XXCVIII 
( O c to b e r  21 ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  298.

^ S i n c l a i r  Lew is ,  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  Com
m i t t e e ,  The Man From Main S t r e e t ,  p .  19.
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ended  w i t h  d i v o r c e  on J a n u a r y  2 ,  1942;  h i s  m i s t r e s s ,  M ar

c e l l a  Po w ers ,  l e f t  him i n  1947;  h i s  h e a l t h  became more and 

more u n c e r t a i n  p a r t l y  due t o  h i s  e x c e s s i v e  d r i n k i n g ;  h e  had  

few i f  any  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  l e f t .  The n o v e l i s t  d i e d  i n  a  f o r 

e i g n  l a n d ,  a l o n e ,  on J a n u a r y  10, 1951. S c h o r e r  d e s c r i b e s  

L e w i s ' s  l a s t  d a y s :

No n e e d  t o  l a b o r  t h e  i r o n y .  He d i e d  among 
s t r a n g e r s ,  w i t h o u t  even  Manson [ h i s  p r i v a t e  s e c r e 
t a r y ]  , a t t e n d e d  by an  anonymous F r a n c i s c a n  nun and 
h a v i n g  been  a t t e n d e d  by two p h y s i c i a n s  l i t t l e  known 
t o  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s ,  i n  a  s t r a n g e  c l i n i c  n o t  i n ,  
b u t  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  Rome. C i t t à  i m p é r i a l e , 
f u l l  o f  r u i n s  I A l l  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
West l a y  a ro u n d  h im.  He h a d  n e v e r  l e f t  home e i t h e r .
The r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  C l i n i c a  E l e c t r a  r e a d :  " P a r a l i s i  
c a r d i a c a . " P a r a l y s i s  o f  t h e  h e a r t . 8

H is  a s h e s  w ere  r e t u r n e d  t o  Sauk C e n t r e ;  t h e  s e r v i c e s  w ere

h e l d  a t  t h e  High S c h o o l  A u d i to r iu m  w i t h  Dr. J .  F .  DuBois

r e a d i n g  e x c e r p t s  from L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s ,  and a t  t h e  g r a v e  s i d e

h i s  b r o t h e r ,  C la u d e ,  r e c i t e d  t h e  L o r d ' s  P r a y e r .

The N o v e l i s t  a s  a  R h e t o r i c i a n  

S o c i a l  C r i t i c

From Main S t r e e t  t o  World So Wide Lewis a t t e m p t e d  t o  

i s o l a t e  and d e f i n e  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  p e r f e c t i -

g
S i n c l a i r  Lewis : ^  Am erican  L i f e  (New York :

M cG raw -H il l  Book Company, I n c . ,  19 6 1 ) ,  p . 814.
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b i l i t y  o f  A m erican  s o c i e t y .  I n  many o f  h i s  n o v e l s  h e  u s e d  

E u ro p e a n  s o c i e t y  a s  a  s t a n d a r d  o f  c o m p a r i s o n - - n o t  t o  p r a i s e  

Europe  a s  s u p e r i o r  t o  A m e r ic a ,  b u t  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  i m p e r f e c 

t i o n s  i n  b o th  c u l t u r e s .  Lewis  s a i d  o f  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  N obe l  

a d d r e s s  t h a t  h e  was a  w r i t e r  "whose m ost  a n a r c h i s t i c  a s s e r 

t i o n  h a s  been  A m e r ica ,  w i t h  a l l  h e r  w e a l t h  and  pow er ,  h a s  

n o t  y e t  p ro d u c e d  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  good enough t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  

d e e p e s t  w a n t s  o f  human c r e a t u r e s . " ^  A m er icans  who t h o u g h t  

Lewis h a t e d  h i s  hom eland  w ere  f a r  from t h e  mark.  What S i n 

c l a i r  Lewis h a t e d  w ere  t h e  f o r c e s  p r e v e n t i n g  A m erica  from 

becoming a p e r f e c t  s o c i e t y  o f  f r e e  men. I n  many o f  h i s  n o v 

e l s  Lewis i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  t h e  f r e e d o m - i n h i b i t i n g  f o r c e s :  

S o c i e t y ,  C hurch ,  Sound B u s i n e s s ,  S u p e r i o r  W hite  Race. C r i t i c  

George  B eck e r  w r i t e s  :

T y ran n y  i s  one and  t h e  same, w h e t h e r  i t  be t h e  m e d i 
o c r i t y  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  s t u l t i f y i n g  g r e g a r i o u s n e s s  
o f  t h e  h e r d ,  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  e x c l u s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  i n 
s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  s n o b b i s h  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  h a l l o w e d  
and  e s o t e r i c ,  o r  a dogmatism whose means a r e  t h e  a n 
t i t h e s i s  o f  i t s  e n d . lU

The f r e e  s o c i e t y  t h a t  Lewis i d e a l i z e d  w a s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Lloyd

M o r r i s ,  "The o l d ,  f r e e ,  d e m o c r a t i c ,  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  c a r e e r

^"The A m erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  The Man from 
Main S t r e e t , p . 6.

^ ^ " A p o s t l e  t o  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s , "  A m erican  S c h o l a r , XXI 
( O c to b e r ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  432 .
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o f  t h e  m id d le  c l a s s .  S horn  o f  i t s  e x c r e s c e n c e s ,  w h ich  p r o 

v oke  h i s  d e n u n c i a t i o n ,  i t  i s  t h e  r o m a n t i c  'A m er ican  dream.

D u r in g  h i s  l i f e t i m e  Lewis r e c e i v e d  b i t t e r  a t t a c k s  

upon  b o th  h i s  w r i t i n g  and h i s  p e r s o n a l  l i f e .  Many o f  h i s  

c o u n try m en  seemed t o  a g r e e  w i t h  Abbe E r n e s t  D im net ,  c anon  o f  

C a t h e d r a l  o f  C am bra i ,  who c h a r g e d  " S i n c l a i r  Lewis h a s  m i s r e p 

r e s e n t e d  A m e r i c a . "12 One R everend  F r a n c i s  X. T a l b o t  a t t a c k e d  

L ew is ,  F a u l k n e r ,  and Hemingway a s  a u t h o r s  o f  n o v e l s  " v i c i o u s  

i n  t h e i r  d e p t h s , "  s t o r i e s  o f  " c r a w l i n g  v e r m i n . "1^  P r o f e s s o r  

R o l low  L. Lyman, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h ic a g o ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  T e a c h e r s  o f  E n g l i s h ,  d e b a t e d  t h e  d i s t i n 

g u i s h e d  Y a le  p r o f e s s o r  and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ,  Henry  S e i d e l  Can- 

by,  i n  1931, b e f o r e  t h e  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  New York 

C i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T e a c h e r s  o f  E n g l i s h ;  Lyman a d v o c a te d  t h e  

r e m o v a l  o f  E dgar  A l l a n  P o e ' s  w orks  from t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l

^ l " S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  H is  C r i t i c s  and t h e  P u b l i c , "
N o r th  A m e r i c a n , CCXLV ( J u n e ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  387.

^^New York T im e s , December 22 ,  1930, p. 3. [Abbe 
E r n e s t  D im net ,  a u t h o r  o f  "The A r t  o f  T h i n k i n g , "  n o t  o n l y  
t h o u g h t  t h e  award  t o  Lewis o f  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  would  h a v e  a 
bad  e f f e c t  a b r o a d ,  b u t  he  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  
t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  was h a v in g  a  good e f f e c t  i n  A m er ica ;  he  a d 
v o c a t e d  an e d u c a t i o n  o f  a n  e l i t e  i n s t e a d  o f  mass e d u c a t i o n  
i n  c o l l e g e  f o r  he  b e l i e v e d  t h i s  would  p ro d u c e  " a n  " é l i t e  
f rom w hich  c u l t u r e  w ould  s e e p  down t o  e v e r y  o n e . " ]

^^New York T im es , February 23 ,  1933, p. 15.
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s y l l a b u s  b e c a u s e  t h e  p o e t ' s  l i f e  d i d  n o t  s e t  a  model  example  

f o r  t h e  p u p i l s .  L e w i s ' s  name was i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  d e b a t e  

when Lyman d e c l a r e d  "we o u g h t  t o  t e a c h  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  d i s 

t i n g u i s h  be tw een  t h e  good and t h e  b a d " ; i f  t h i s  were  done he  

f e l t  s u r e  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s  would " t u r n  up  t h e i r  n o s e s "  a t  

w r i t e r s  l i k e  Lewis and P o e .^ ^  F i n a l l y ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis j o i n e d  

t h e  g ro u p  o f  a u t h o r s  whose books were  banned  i n  B o s to n ,  and 

t h e  D a u g h te r s  o f  t h e  Am erican  R e v o l u t i o n  r e f u s e d  t o  l e t  him 

u s e  t h e i r  h a l l  t o  d e l i v e r  a l e c t u r e .

Comments on Lewis and h i s  work a r e  c o l o r f u l ,  v a r i e d ,  

and som etim es  c o n t r a d i c t o r y :  an " o u t s i d e r " ; h i s  t a l k  was 

" s o m e th in g  g r a n d  t o  l i s t e n  t o " ; "a  g i f t  o f  m i m i c r y " " h e  

h a s  e n l i v e n e d  and e n l i g h t e n e d  human e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h i s  n a t i o n  

f o r  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  c e n t u r y " ; 18 "an  a f f e c t i o n a t e  m an" ; 19 

s e n t i m e n t a l i s t ;  o p t i m i s t ;  p e s s i m i s t ;  he  h a s  an o r d e r l y  mind;

^ ^ I b i d . , F e b r u a r y  13, 1931, p. 20.

l ^ S c h o r e r ,  p. 3.

^^Grace Hegger  Lew is ,  With  Love from G r a c i e  (New 
York:  H a r c o u r t ,  Brace  and Company, I n c . ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  p. 3.

l ^ I b i d . , p.  81.

18 P h i l i p  W y l ie ,  " S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , "  American  M e r c u r y , 
LXI (November, 1 9 4 5 ) ,  629.

^^W il l iam  Lyon P h e l p s ,  "As I  L ike  I t , "  S c r i b n e r s '  
M ag az in e ,  X C II I  ( A p r i l ,  1 9 3 3 ) ,  256.
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a d i s o r d e r l y  m ind;  he  was n o t  a  v e r y  good w r i t e r ;  " a  c a r i c a 

t u r i s t "  a  r e a l i s t ;  a  s a t i r i s t ;  a  r o m a n t i c ;  a  " t r u e  p r o v i n 

c i a l " ; ^ ^  " e s s e n t i a l l y  a m o r a l i s t " h i s  books more " s o c i o l o g y  

t h a n  a r t " ; 2 3  " E t e r n a l  Amateur o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e t t e r s "  

i d e a l i s t ;  s l o g a n  m aker ;  c r u s a d e r ;  h e  " s t i l l  a w a i t s  h i s  r e a s -  

s e s s m e n t " ; 2 5  " t h e  w hole  i m p o r t  o f  L e w i s ' s  work shows t h a t  he  

h a s  l e a r n e d  n o t h i n g ,  answ ered  n o t h i n g ,  s o l v e d  n o t h i n g "

" p o e t r y  was h i s  l o v e " ; 2 7  h i s  book,  B a b b i t t  " f o r m u l a t e d  f o r  an  

oncoming deca d e  a s t a n d a r d  o f  what  n o t  t o  b e " ; 2 8  " i n s a n e  and

20 Mary M. Colum, Review o f  Cass T i m b e r l a n e , by S i n 
c l a i r  L ew is ,  S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r a t u r e ,  XXVIII (O c to b e r  
6 ,  1 9 4 5 ) ,  8.

^^Maxwell  G e ism ar ,  " D i a r i s t  o f  t h e  M i d d l e - c l a s s  Mind,"  
S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r a t u r e , XXX (November 1, 1 9 4 7 ) ,  44.

Z^Lloyd M o r r i s ,  " S i n c l a i r  Lewis ,  H is  C r i t i c s  and t h e  
P u b l i c , "  N o r th  A m e r ic a n , CCXLV ( J u n e ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  387.

^ % e n r y  S e i d e l  Canby, " S i n c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  A r t  o f  Work," 
S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r a t u r e , X ( F e b r u a r y  10, 1 93 4 ) ,  465.

^^Maxwell  G e ism ar ,  The L a s t  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l s  : The
American  N o v e l , 1915- 1925 (London:  S e e k e r  & W arburg ,  1947) ,
p. 147.

^^T. R. F y v e l ,  " M a r t i n  A rrow sm ith  and h i s  H a b i t a t , "  
New R e p u b l i c , CXXXIII ( J u l y  18, 1 9 5 5 ) ,  16.

^ ^ G e ism a r ,  " D i a r i s t  o f  t h e  M i d d l e - c l a s s  M in d ,"  p. 44 .

^^L eo n a rd  Bacon, "Y a le  ' 0 9 , "  S a t u r d a y  Review o f  
L i t e r a t u r e , XIX ( F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  13.

^®Eric  F . Goldman, "Books T h a t  Changed A m e r i c a , "  
S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r a t u r e , XXXVI ( J u l y  4 ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  9.
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c r a p u l o u s  b a l d e r d a s h " " a  p s e u d o - i n f e r n o  d e s i g n e d  e s p e 

c i a l l y  f o r  s e c o n d - r a t e  s o u l s " ; ^ 0  " L e w is '  p l a c e  i n  a r t  n o t  

c e r t a i n . "31 F i n a l l y ,  C l i f t o n  Fad im an  w r o t e  o f  K in g s b l o o d  

R o y a l - - t h e  words  a r e  t r u e  o f  most  o f  L e w i s ' s  w o r k - - i t  

" a r o u s e s  f u r y ,  i n d i g n a t i o n ,  r e s e n t m e n t ,  p a s s i o n ,  and  above  

a l l  t h o u g h t . "32 Fadiman l a t e r  compared  L e w i s ' s  c a r e e r  and  

p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  n o v e l i s t ,  C h a r l e s  D ickens :

Both w ere  r e s t l e s s ,  f e v e r i s h l y  a d d i c t e d  t o  t r a v e l ,  
d r i v e n  by c o n s t a n t  i n n e r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  Both  
p o s s e s s e d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g y ,  m a r r e d  by 
s e n t i m e n t a l i t y ,  m o r a l i z i n g  and  f l a w e d  t a s t e .  Both  
w ere  e x h i b i t i o n i s t s ,  b o th  w a n te d  t o  be a c t o r s ,  b o th  
w ere  mad f o r  s t a g e  and p l a t f o r m .  Humor, f a n t a s t i c  
e x a g g e r a t i o n  and b u r n i n g  s o c i a l  i n d i g n a t i o n  mark 
t h e  work o f  b o t h .  Both  w ere  fon d  o f  c o n v i v i a l i t y ,  
b o th  r e m a in e d  in w a rd  s o l i t a r i e s .  Both came o f  
m o d es t  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  p r o v i n c i a l ,  b o th  
r o s e  t o  p a ra m o u n tc y  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d s .  Both w ere  
e x t r e m e l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e i r  a u d i e n c e s ,  b o th  w ere  p o p 
u l a r  a r t i s t s ,  b o th  were  s u p e r b  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  b o th  
a lm o s t  from t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  had  
a b s o l u t e  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .  When t h e  w ho le  s t o r y  i s  
t o l d  i t  w i l l  be f o u n d ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  s e x u a l  
p a t t e r n s  o f  b o th  men w e re  s i m i l a r  and l e d  them t o  
somewhat s i m i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  Both w ere  g r e a t

^ ^ M ic h a e l  W i l l i a m s ,  " B a b b i t t r y  i n t o  V i c k e r y , "  Com
monweal, XVII (March 2 2 ,  1 9 3 3 ) ,  569.

^^Maxwell  G e ism ar ,  "Young S i n c l a i r  Lewis  and  Old 
Dos P a s s o s , "  A m erican  M e r c u r y , LVI (May, 1 9 4 3 ) ,  628.

31 " S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , "  S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r a t u r e ,  
V I I  (November 2 2 ,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  357.

32" B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e t c h , "  S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r a 
t u r e ,  XXX (May 2 4 ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  9.
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t a l k e r s ,  g r e a t  c lo w n s ,  g r e a t  e n l a r g e r s  o f  t h e  s e n s e  
o f  l i f e  i n  a l l  Wio w ere  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  e n c o u n t e r  
them.* 33

The above  i s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  two men who w ere  f a r  from 

b e in g  e i t h e r  d u l l  f e l l o w s  o r  u n i m a g i n a t i v e ,  b u t  on t h e  c o n 

t r a r y ,  t h e y  w ere  so  a l i v e  and so  i m a g i n a t i v e  t h a t  t o  c h a r a c 

t e r i z e  them i s  a lm o s t  i m p o s s i b l e .  And f o r  t h e i r  co n te m p o 

r a r i e s  t o  be i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  them was e q u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e .

Was Lewis a p r o p a g a n d i s t ?  I n  book a f t e r  book h e  a s 

s a u l t e d  p r o v i n c i a l i s m ,  p u r i t a n i s m ,  and m a t e r i a l i s m ,  b u t  he  

n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  h i m s e l f  a s  a t r u e  p r o p a g a n d i s t .  I n t e r v i e w e d  

by t h e  New York Tiroes i n  1941,  h e  s a i d :

R e a l  p ro p a g a n d a  p l a y s ,  l i k e  r e a l  p ro p a g a n d a  
n o v e l s ,  a r e  n e i t h e r  good l i t e r a t u r e  n o r  good p h i l o s 
ophy .  They a r e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  and  l i k e  a l l  compe
t e n t  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  o f t e n  c a t c h  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
i l l i c i t l y  . . . .

I  hav e  n e v e r  y e t  been  a l t o g e t h e r  g u i l t y  o f  
w r i t i n g  p r o p a g a n d a ,  n o t  even  i n  " I t  C a n ' t  Happen 
H e r e , "  w h ich  i s  p ro p a g a n d a  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  
o f  t h e  F a s c i s t s  and  o f  t h e  m a s s - m e e t in g  a d d r e s s e r s .3^

T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t r u e ;  Lewis h a d  b een  one t o  

r e b e l  a g a i n s t  s o m e th in g  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  d e fe n d  s p e c i f i c  

c a u s e s .  C h a r l e s  P o o r e ,  r e v i e w i n g  K in g s b lo o d  R o y a l , i d e n t i 

f i e d  some o f  L e w i s ' s  t a r g e t s .

^ ^ " P a r t y  o f  O ne ,"  H o l i d a y , X I I I  (March, 1 9 5 3 ) ,  9.

S^october  19,  1941,  IX, 1.
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T h e re  h a ve  been  r e b e l l i o n s  a g a i n s t  smugness and i n 
e r t i a ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  l i f e  and t h e  
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  m e d i c i n e ,  a g a i n s t  q uacks  and 
f a k e r s ,  a g a i n s t  F a s c i s t s  g ro w ing  b o ld  and r a d i c a l  
y o u n g s t e r s  g ro w in g  b o l d e r .  But t h e  most  v i o l e n t  
one o f  a l l  i s  i n  " K in g sb lo o d  R o y a l , "  an  a n g r y ,  
s l a p d a s h ,  warmly meant  p h i l l i p i c  a g a i n s t  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  
on t h e  a n c i e n t  and unhappy theme o f  m a n 's  i n h u m a n i ty
t o  m an .35

I f  Lewis can  be s a i d  t o  h a v e  p r o p a g a n d i z e d  f o r  a n y t h i n g  i t  

was f o r  t h e  f r e e ,  i n q u i r i n g  s p i r i t  o f  man.

P u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  N ove ls

Lew is ,  a s  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  t y r a n n i c a l  

f o r c e s  s t r i v i n g  t o  p ro d u ce  a s t a n d a r d i z e d  America  o p e r a t e d  

on a l l  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y - - a r t ,  s o c i a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  p o l i t i c s ,  

b u s i n e s s ,  and even i n  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s .  Lewis d e s c r i b e d  th e  

s o u r c e  o f  t h e s e  f o r c e s  i n  Main S t r e e t  ;

D o u b t l e s s  a l l  s m a l l  t o w n s ,  i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  i n  
a l l  a g e s ,  C a r o l  a d m i t t e d ,  h a v e  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  be n o t  
o n l y  d u l l  b u t  mean, b i t t e r ,  i n f e s t e d  w i t h  c u r i o s i t y .
I n  F r a n c e  o r  T i b e t  q u i t e  a s  much a s  i n  Wyoming o r  
I n d i a n a  t h e s e  t i m i d i t i e s  a r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  i s o l a t i o n .

But a  v i l l a g e  i n  a c o u n t r y  which  i s  t a k i n g  p a i n s  
t o  become a l t o g e t h e r  s t a n d a r d i z e d  and p u r e ,  which  
a s p i r e s  t o  s u c c e e d  V i c t o r i a n  E n g la n d  a s  t h e  c h i e f  
m e d i o c r i t y  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  i s  no l o n g e r  m e r e ly  p r o v i n 
c i a l ,  no l o n g e r  downy and r e s t f u l  i n  i t s  l e a f -  
shadowed i g n o r a n c e .  I t  i s  a  f o r c e  s e e k i n g  t o  domi
n a t e  t h e  e a r t h ,  t o  d r a i n  t h e  h i l l s  and s e a  o f  c o l o r ,  
t o  s e t  Dante  a t  b o o s t i n g  Gopher  P r a i r i e ,  and t o  
d r e s s  t h e  h i g h  gods i n  K l a s s y  K o l l e g e  K l o t h e s .  Su re

S^New York Times (May 25 ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  V II ,  1.
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o f  i t s e l f ,  i t  b u l l i e s  o t h e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  a s  a  
t r a v e l i n g  s a l e s m a n  i n  a brown d e r b y  c o n q u e r s  t h e  
wisdom o f  C h in a  and t a c k s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  o f  c i g a -  
r e t s .  o v e r  a r c h e s  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  s a y 
i n g s  o f  C o n f u c i u s .

Such a  s o c i e t y  f u n c t i o n s  a d m i r a b l y  i n  t h e  l a r g e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c h e a p  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  d o l l a r  w a t c h e s ,  
and  s a f e t y  r a z o r s .  But i t  i s  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  u n t i l  
t h e  e n t i r e  w o r l d  a l s o  a d m i t s  t h a t  t h e  end and j o y o u s  
p u r p o s e  o f  l i v i n g  i s  t o  r i d e  i n  f l i v v e r s ,  t o  make 
a d v e r t i s i n g - p i c t u r e s  o f  d o l l a r  w a t c h e s ,  and  i n  t h e  
t w i l i g h t  t o  s i t  t a l k i n g  n o t  o f  l o v e  and c o u r a g e ,  b u t  
o f  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  s a f e t y  r a z o r s .

And su ch  a  s o c i e t y ,  su c h  a  n a t i o n ,  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  
by t h e  Gopher  P r a i r i e s .  The g r e a t e s t  m a n u f a c t u r e r  
i s  b u t  a  b u s i e r  Sam C l a r k ,  and a l l  t h e  r o t u n d  s e n a 
t o r s  and p r e s i d e n t s  a r e  v i l l a g e  l a w y e r s  and  b a n k e r s  
grown n i n e  f e e t  t a l l .

Though a  Gopher  P r a i r i e  r e g a r d s  i t s e l f  a s  a  p a r t  
o f  t h e  G r e a t  W orld ,  com pares  i t s e l f  t o  Rome and 
V ie n n a ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  a c q u i r e  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s p i r i t ,  
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m ind ,  which  would  make i t  g r e a t .
I t  p i c k s  a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  which  w i l l  v i s i b l y  p r o c u r e  
money o r  s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  I t s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a 
community  i d e a l  i s  n o t  t h e  g r a n d  m anner ,  t h e  n o b l e  
a s p i r a t i o n ,  t h e  f i n e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  p r i d e ,  b u t  cheap  
l a b o r  f o r  t h e  k i t c h e n  and r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
p r i c e  o f  l a n d .  I t  p l a y s  a t  c a r d s  on g r e a s y  o i l c l o t h  
i n  a s h a n t y ,  and  d oes  n o t  know t h a t  p r o p h e t s  a r e  
w a l k in g  and t a l k i n g  on t h e  t e r r a c e .

I f  a l l  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l s  were  as  k i n d l y  a s  Champ 
P e r r y  and  Sam C la r k  t h e r e  would  be no r e a s o n  f o r  
d e s i r i n g  t h e  town t o  s e e k  g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n s .  I t  i s  
t h e  H a r r y  H aydocks ,  t h e  Dave D y e r s ,  t h e  J a c k s o n  
E l d e r s  [ n o t e  t h e  n a m e s ] , s m a l l  busy  men c r u s h i n g l y  
p o w e r f u l  i n  t h e i r  common p u r p o s e ,  v i e w in g  t h e m s e lv e s  
a s  men o f  t h e  w o r l d  b u t  k e e p i n g  t h e m s e lv e s  a s  men o f  
t h e  c a s h - r e g i s t e r  and  t h e  comic f i l m ,  who makes t h e  
town a s t e r i l e  o l i g a r c h y .

B a b b i t t  e m p h a s iz e d  L e w i s ' s  c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f

3 6 (New York :  H a r c o u r t ,  B race  and  Company, I n c . ,  
1 9 2 0 ) ,  p .  267 .
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s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  w ere  becoming even  more p o w e r f u l  i n  t h e  

modern c i t i e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  w he re  t h e  s e c u r e  r o l e ,  t h e  a c 

c e p t e d  s o c i a l  r o l e ,  and t h e  m a t e r i a l l y  r e w a r d i n g  r o l e  w e re  

t h e  same. The members o f  Z e n i t h ’ s "Good C i t i z e n s '  L eag ue"  

a g r e e d .

. . . t h a t  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s e s  m ust  be k e p t  i n  t h e i r  
p l a c e ;  and  a l l  o f  them p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  Am erican  
Democracy d i d  n o t  im p ly  any  e q u a l i t y  o f  w e a l t h ,  b u t  
d i d  demand a  wholesome sam eness  o f  t h o u g h t ,  d r e s s ,  
p a i n t i n g ,  m o r a l s ,  and  v o c a b u l a r y . 37

S i n c l a i r  Lewis  f e a r e d  t h a t  M enck e n 's  Boobus A m ericanus

t h r e a t e n e d  t o  s tamp h i s  mark i n d e l i b l y  upon t h e  n a t i o n a l

c h a r a c t e r .

As a  n o v e l i s t  and  a r h e t o r i c i a n  Lewis was i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  two t y p e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  one who r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  

t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t y r a n n y  and  t h e  one who y i e l d e d  t o  them. The 

l a t t e r  i n c l u d e s  E lm er  G a n t r y ,  B a b b i t t ,  and G ideon  P l a n i s h ,  

an d  t h e  f o r m e r  i n c l u d e s  C a r o l  K e n n i c o t t ,  M a r t i n  A r ro w s m ith ,  

Samuel  D odsw or th ,  Ann V i c k e r s ,  N e i l  K in g s b lo o d ,  and  Doremus 

J e s s u p ,

H is  n o v e l s  a l s o  f a l l  i n t o  two c l a s s e s :  (1)  t h o s e  i n

w hich  t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  t e l l  a  s t o r y  as  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

a d v e n t u r e  s t o r i e s  l i k e  H ike  and t h e  A e r o p l a n e , and  a s  i n

3 7 s i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  B a b b i t t  (New York:  H a r c o u r t ,
B race  and  Company, 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p .  391.
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some o f  h i s  l a t e r  works  l i k e  M a n t rap  o r  B e t h e l  M e r r i d a y ; and  

(2 )  t h o s e  i n  w h ich  t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  p e r s u a d e  as  i n  

t h e  f i v e  g r e a t  books o f  t h e  t w e n t i e s  l i k e  Main S t r e e t  and 

B a b b i t t , and  a s  i n  some o f  h i s  l e s s e r  w orks  l i k e  K in g s b lo o d  

R oya l  and JLt C a n ' t  Happen H e r e . Some f i f t e e n  o f  L e w i s ' s  

t w e n t y - t h r e e  n o v e l s  may be c l a s s e d  a s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  p o l e m i c s .  

I n  C h a p te r  IV, s i x  o f  t h e s e - - Main S t r e e t , B a b b i t t , E lm er  

G a n t r y , A r r o w s m i th , D o d s w o r th , and I h  C a n ' t  Happen H e r e - -  

w i l l  be exam ined  i n  d e t a i l .  T hese  n o v e l s  were  s e l e c t e d  b e 

c a u s e  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  b e s t  w r i t i n g  o f  L ew is ,  and t h e y  

a l s o  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  work .  

C h a p t e r  IV w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  n o v e l s  L e w i s ' s  a r t  was more t h e  a r t  o f  t h e  

r h e t o r i c i a n  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  f i c t i o n i s t .

L e w i s ' s C a r e e r  as  a S p e a k e r

" T h a t  was a good l e c t u r e " ;  w i t h  t h e s e  words Lewis

b egan  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  i n  1938. C u r r e n t l y  on a

l e c t u r e  t o u r ,  t h e  a u t h o r  w r o t e  t h a t  h e  " c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d

why a u d i t o r s  go t o  l e c t u r e s , "  th o u g h  he  d i d  know why t h e

s p e a k e r  w e n t :

I n  e v e r y  town, e v e r y  c o l l e g e ,  h e  m ee ts  some dozen  
p e o p l e - - l y c e u m  m an a g e r ,  r e p o r t e r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  t e a c h 
e r s  --who w i l l  d e l i g h t  him and t e a c h  him anew how
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d i v e r t i n g  and gay  and h o p e f u l  a r e  t h e s e  s t a t e s  i n  a 
w o r l d  o t h e r w i s e  gone g r a y  i n  t h e  shadows o f  d i c t a t o r s  
and  t i r e d  young k i n g s .38

I f  h e  d i d  n o t  know why h e  packed  them i n ,  i n  C h icago  o r  A lb u 

q u e rq u e  o r  Los A n g e l e s ,  h e  d i d  know t h a t  h e  h ad  a m e s s a g e - -  

" t h e r e  e x i s t e d  an a r t  c a l l e d  R e a d i n g , "^9 and a " d e s p e r a t e  

n e e d  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o n e  and p r o u d l y  i n d i v i d u a l 

i s t i c  human m i n d . "40 L e w i s ' s  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  c a r e e r  c o n 

t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e t i m e  and he r a n g e d  o v e r  many t o p i c s ,  

b u t  h i s  m essage  was a lw ays  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same; t h e  w r i t e r  

i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  t o  p r e s e r v e  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  human s p i r i t .

High Scho o l

Young Lewis r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  d i a r y  some o f  h i s  f a v o r 

i t e  c h i l d h o o d  p a s t i m e s :  " I  u s e d  t o  be a d o c t o r  w i t h  rows o f

b o t t l e s ,  o r  a m i n i s t e r ,  d e l i v e r i n g  wordy s e r m o n s . "41 As a 

t e e n a g e r  he  went  t o  t h e  lyceum l e c t u r e s  t h a t  came t o  Sauk 

C e n t r e  and h e a r d  " L e o t t a  Swanton,  t h e  n o t e d  e l o c u t i o n i s t ,

^®"That was a Good L e c t u r e , "  Newsweek, XI (March 28 ,  
1 9 3 8 ) ,  30.

39lbid.
4 0 " L e c t u r e r ' s  M e s s a g e , "  N e w s w e e k ,  XI ( F e b r u a r y  14, 

1 9 3 8 ) ,  32.

4 1 c i t e d  by Mark Schorer  i n  S i n c l a i r  L e w is , pp. 8 - 9 .
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and  M iss  Maude G i l k e y ,  t h e  d r a m a t i c  r e a d e r . "^2

Dr.  Lewis was n o t  a  warm companion  t o  h i s  s o n s ,  b u t  

h e  d i d  p r o v i d e  them w i t h  some b ooks :  s e t s  o f  S c o t t ,  G o e th e ,

D ic k e n s ,  some o f  M i l t o n ' s  po em s--o n  t h e  f l y l e a f  Dr.  Lewis 

w r o t e :  "Read and p r o f i t  t h e r e b y . "43  The man was c o l d ,  b u t

t h e  books d i d  i n f l u e n c e  L e w i s ' s  l i t e r a r y  t a s t e .

I n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  H a r r y  Lewis d e v e l o p e d  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  

d e b a t i n g ,  b u t  h e  was n o t  a lw ays  a w i n n e r  i n  d e b a t e  o r  i n  h i s  

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r - - a s  t h i s  e n t r y  i n  t h e  d i a r y  

t e s t i f i e s  :

March 15, 1910. We l o s t  t h e  d e b a t e  t h i s  e v e n i n g .  .
. . When I  l e f t  t h e  h o u se  Pa t o l d  me t o  g e t  home e a r 
l i e r  t h a n  I  d i d  l a s t  n i g h t .  But I  d i d  n o t  g e t  home 
t i l l  11. The d o o r  was l o c k e d  when I  g o t  home and I  
h ad  t o  r i n g  t h e  d o o r  b e l l .  Pa came down and opened  
t h e  d o o r ,  and  when I  was i n  s a i d ,  " B e fo r e  we go any 
f a r t h e r ,  young man, w e ' r e  g o in g  t o  h a v e  a  s e t t l e m e n t .
Are you g o in g  t o  r u n  t h i s  h o u se  o r  am I ? "  He g r a b b e d  
me by t h e  c o l l a r ,  punched  me i n  t h e  f a c e  w i t h  h i s  
f i s t ,  t h r e w  me on t h e  f l o o r ,  bumped my h e a d ,  and 
r a i s e d  h e l l  g e n e r a l l y .  I f  Ma h a d n ' t  come down t h e r e  
i s  no t e l l i n g  w ha t  he  would  h a v e  done .  As i t  was 
h e  d i d  n o t  h u r t  me a l o t .  I  h a v e  a most  ( s e c r e t )  
b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  I  am n o t  to o  a f r a i d ,  I  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r  
tomorrow. Make my way t o  Europe  and t r a v e l  a  few 
y e a r s .44

But young H a r r y  d i d  n o t  r u n  away. The i n c i d e n t  s e r v e s ,

^ ^ S c h o r e r ,  pp.  9 -1 0 .

4 3 l b i d . , p.  15.

44 C i te d  by S c h o r e r ,  p. 28.
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h o w e v e r ,  t o  p o i n t  up  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  e f f e c t  h i s  home l i f e  h a d  

upon  him and  o f f e r s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  why h e  h a d  s u c h  a  s t r o n g  

b e l i e f  i n  f reedom  and s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n .

Lewis was n o t  a  p o p u l a r  boy.  He d i d  a c h i e v e  some 

r e c o g n i t i o n  t h r o u g h  h i s  s p e a k i n g  a b i l i t y :  h e  was e l e c t e d  

p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  D e l p h i a n  S o c i e t y  (a  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y  f o r  

f r e s h m e n  and j u n i o r s )  i n  1900. He worked  h a r d  on t h e  d e b a t e s  

and  " c o n t e n d e d  on t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s :  t h a t  L i n c o l n  f a c e d  

g r e a t e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a n  W ash in g to n  (H a r ry  l e d  t h e  a f f i r m a 

t i v e ,  w h ich  l o s t ) ;  and t h a t  I n d i a n s  s h o u l d  h a v e  more l i b e r t y  

(H a r ry  l e d  t h e  n e g a t i v e ,  w h ich  w o n ) . "  He sp o k e  on t h e  t o p i c  

"Some T h in g s  We Need t o  E n co u ra g e  i n  A t h l e t i c s , "  and gave  a  

T h a n k s g i v i n g  o r a t i o n  on "The P u r i t a n s  C r i t i c i z e d . "  As an 

a c t o r  he  p l a y e d  t h e  l e a d  i n  t h e  s e n i o r  p l a y ,  C l a s s  Day, and  

h i s  s p e e c h  f o r  t h e  J u n i o r  O r a t o r i c a l  C o n t e s t  was " T r a d i t i o n a l  

Customs i n  S c h o o l . "45 L e w i s ' s  b i o g r a p h e r ,  Mark S c h o r e r ,  

w r i t e s ,  "One h a s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  he  s t o p p e d  t a l k i n g  o n l y  

when h e  was a l o n e , "  b u t  h e  a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  Lewis d e v e l o p e d  a 

l a r g e  v o c a b u l a r y ,  " p r e s u m a b l y  from h i s  r e a d i n g . "4^

^ ^ S c h o r e r ,  p.  29 

4 6 l b i d . , p .  40 .
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The U n i v e r s i t y

I n  1903 H a r r y  Lewis e n t e r e d  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e  t o  p r e 

p a r e  f o r  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y ;  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e l i g i o n  q u i c k e n e d  

and  he  became a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Y. M. C. A . - - h e  even  

t h o u g h t  o f  becoming a  m i s s i o n a r y .  To r e a c h  h i s  Sunday s c h o o l  

c l a s s  i n  n e a r b y  N i c k l e  P l a t e ,  Lewis pumped a  h a n d c a r  much a s  

Elm er  G a n t r y  was t o  do l a t e r  i n  t h e  n o v e l .  By t h e  end o f  

h i s  te rm  a t  O b e r l i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  young man w r o t e  i n  h i s  

d i a r y :  " T h e re  a r e  many t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n

w hich  make i t  a lm o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  b e l i e v e  i t . " ^ ?

"Red" Lewis c o n t i n u e d  h i s  d e b a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Y a le  

by j o i n i n g  a d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  F reshm an  U n ion ;  i n  O c t o 

b e r  he  a r g u e d  t h e  n e g a t i v e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  " t h a t  c o n v i c t  

l a b o r  s h o u l d  n o t  be l e t  o u t  by c o n t r a c t "  (he  l o s t ) ;  b u t  h i s  

r e c o r d  im proved  i n  December when "he  a c t e d  a s  p r o s e c u t i n g  

a t t o r n e y  i n  a mock t r i a l .  'My a rg u m e n t  r e c e i v e d  a  s to rm  o f  

a p p l a u s e .  The j u r y  . . . found  p r i s o n e r  g u i l t y . T h e  

Sauk C e n t r e  H e r a l d  was p l e a s e d  h e  h a d  won t h i s  c a s e .

4 ? C i t e d  by S c h o r e r ,  p. 64.  [Lewis k e p t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  
i n  r e l i g i o n  a l l  h i s  l i f e ;  h e  was p r o b a b l y  a n  a g n o s t i c  most  
o f  h i s  a d u l t  y e a r s .  D o ro th y  Thompson s a i d ,  "He was f o r m i d a 
b l y  u p r i g h t .  . . .  He was t o o  s t i f f - n e c k e d  t o  k n e e l - - a  f a u l t ,  
I  t h i n k  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  s p i r i t . "  See " S i n c l a i r  L ew is :  A
P o s t s c r i p t , "  A t l a n t i c , CLXXXVII ( J u n e ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  7 4 . ]

48 L e w is ' s  d ia r y  c i t e d  by S c h o r e r ,  p. 73.
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As "Red" s p e n t  more t im e  on h i s  w r i t i n g  he  to o k  l e s s  

p a r t  i n  t h e  sp e e c h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  bu t  he  d i d  a t t e n d  a  l e c t u r e  

by  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n ,  W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  Bryan ,  as  w e l l  as  one by 

t h e  p o e t ,  W i l l i a m  B u t l e r  Y e a t s .

D ur ing  t h e  second  term a t  Y a le  he  h e ad e d  a page  i n

h i s  d i a r y ,  "My R e l i g i o n , "  and w r o t e  o u t  a y o u t h f u l  p h i l o s o p h y :

A p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t s  (d ram a,  m u s ic ,  p o e t r y  . . . ) ;  
k i n d n e s s ,  m ind ing  ones  b u s i n e s s  and b r o a d n e s s  enough 
t o  l e t  l i v e ;  s y m p a t h y - - f o r  "what so  e v e r  p e r t a i n s  to  
men & [ s i c ] t h e i r  minds i s  o f  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  m e."  
" P l a i n  l i v i n g  & h i g h  t h i n k i n g . "  Pure  & n o b le  
t h o u g h t s .  T h i s  6c n o t h i n g  more.  No c a n t  a b o u t  S a b 
b a t h ,  6c p r i e s t h o o d s  & g o d s ,  6c s a i n t s ,  & b lasphem y,  & 
su c h  s e l f  i n d u l g e n c e s  as  sm oking ,  e t c .  I f  t h e r e  be 
s a i n t s - - t h e y  a r e  V o l t a i r e - - a s  w e l l  a s  C h r i s t ;  S h e l l e y  
a s  w e l l  a s  S t .  P a u l . 49

On E a s t e r  Sunday Lewis a v o id e d  c h u r c h ;  he  began  to  t a k e  an

i n t e r e s t  i n  S o c i a l i s m ;  he  o b j e c t e d  t o  co m p u lso ry  c h a p e l ;  he

d e b a t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Union " a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  an

e i g h t e e n - d o l l a r  ' a t h l e t i c  t a x '  be l e v i e d  on a l l  s t u d e n t s .

When he  was com p l im en ted  on h i s  sp e e c h  by a member o f  t h e

f a c u l t y ,  who s u g g e s t e d  he  c u l t i v a t e  h i s  o r a t o r i c a l  t a l e n t ,

Lewis w r o t e  i n  h i s  d i a r y ,  "A f a t  l o t  I  c a r e . ' " ^ ^  A pp lause

was n o t  h i s  p u r p o s e .

4 9 l b i d . , p. 89.

^ ^ S c h o r e r ,  pp. 103-04 .  

^ ^ C i t e d  by S c h o r e r ,  p . 102.
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H is  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  Y a le  L i t e r a r y  M agazine  

changed  from e m p h a s i s  upon p o e t r y  and s h o r t  s t o r i e s  t o  a  

g r e a t e r  number o f  c r i t i c a l  e s s a y s - - o n e ,  c a l l e d  "Unknown 

U n d e r g r a d u a t e s , "  a t t a c k e d  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l i s m  o f  Y a le .  The 

e s s a y  was w r i t t e n  o u t  o f  h i s  own e x p e r i e n c e  and c o n t a i n e d  a 

s t a t e m e n t  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h e r e t i c :

The h e r e t i c  i s  more l i k e l y  t o  be unknown t o  you 
p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h a n  by fame.  You may c a l l  him a 
" c h e e s e  w i t h  a g r o u c h "  and d i s l i k e  him b e c a u s e  he  
d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  and a c t  a s  t h e  " t y p i c a l  Y a le  m an ,"  
w h ich  more o r  l e s s  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  you h a v e  been  
t r y i n g  t o  become. Remember t h a t  he  may h a v e  to o  
b i g  and t o o  i m p o r t a n t  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  p e r m i t  i t  t o  
be c r u s h e d  i n  t h e  mold you w o r s h i p .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
t h e  h e r e t i c s  o f  each  a g e ,  t h e  men w i t h  o u t l a n d i s h  
i d e a s  and c u s to m s ,  h a v e  o f t e n  become t h e  h e r o e s  o f
t h e  n e x t . 5 2

A lth o u g h  H a r r y  Lewis may n o t  h a v e  had  a  b i g  and i m p o r t a n t  

p e r s o n a l i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  Y a le  y e a r s ,  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  was u n i q u e ,  

c o l o r f u l ,  and  i n  many ways u n f o r g e t t a b l e .  Benjamin  De Cas-  

s e r e s  w r o t e  an  a c c o u n t  i n  The Bookman o f  a  b r i e f  m e e t in g  

w i t h  Lewis i n  1912.  " T h i s  was t h e  o n l y  t im e  I  e v e r  met S i n 

c l a i r  L ew is ,  b u t  a f t e r  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  h e  r e m a in s  imbedded i n  

my mem ory ."53

He was l o n e l y  a t  Y a l e ;  Lewis p e r h a p s  f e l t  h i s  f e l l o w  

s t u d e n t s  r e j e c t e d  h im ,  b u t  h e  h a d  h i s  r e v e n g e  upon h i s

^ ^ R e p r i n t e d  i n  Man from Main S t r e e t , p . 122.

5 3 » ' p o r t r a i t s  en B r o c h e t t e , "  The Bookman, LXXIII 
J u l y ,  1 9 3 1 ) ,  p .  488 .
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c l a s s m a t e s  when h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  New Haven ,  i n  1922 ,  f o r  t h e  

f i f t e e n t h  r e u n i o n  o f  h i s  c l a s s .  He was a s k e d  t o  s p e a k :

"When I  was i n  c o l l e g e ,  you f e l l o w s  d i d n ' t  g i v e  a damn a b o u t  

me, and I 'm  h e r e  t o  s a y  t h a t  now I  d o n ' t  g i v e  a  damn a b o u t  

y o u . "54 He named nam es ,  rem in d ed  them o f  t h e i r  s n u b s ,  and 

t h e y  w ere  e n t e r t a i n e d .

The A u th o r  on t h e  P l a t f o r m

A f t e r  h i s  g r a d u a t i o n  he  moved a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  from 

one j o u r n a l i s t i c  p o s i t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r ,  w r i t i n g  s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  

r o m a n t i c  n o v e l s ,  and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  move

m e n ts .  Lewis j o i n e d  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y - - N u m b e r  12157, 

Branch One, New York l o c a l .  He was a  d u e s - p a y i n g  member 

from J a n u a r y  16,  1911, t o  A p r i l  1912, b u t  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  

G race  H eg g er  seems t o  h a v e  ended  t h i s  i n t e r e s t .  I f  he  had  

l o s t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  s o c i a l i s m ,  he  foun d  a new o n e :  woman's

s u f f r a g e .  Lewis a d d r e s s e d  a s t r e e t  m e e t i n g  o r  two and even 

marched  i n  one o f  t h e  F i f t h  Avenue s u f f r a g e  p a r a d e s .  When 

t h e  f i r s t  World War a r r i v e d ,  Lewis was a p a c i f i s t .

He w r o t e  a  s h o r t  s t o r y ,  "He Loved H is  C o u n t r y , "  

which  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  t h o u g h t l e s s  and o f t e n  c r u e l  t r e a t m e n t  

t h e  G erman-Am ericans  r e c e i v e d  from t h e i r  c o u n t ry m en  d u r i n g

^ ^ S c h o r e r ,  p . 334.



45

t h i s  p e r i o d .

By 1917 h e  h ad  w r i t t e n  two m o d e r a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  

n o v e l s ,  and  h i s  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  were  s e l l i n g  w e l l .

Sauk C e n t r e ' s  Commercia l  C lub  and C i t i z e n s '  C lub  

h e a r d  him l e c t u r e  w i t h  e n e r g y  and f o r c e  on how t h e  modern 

l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t o d a y  i s  m a d e - - a l l  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  

B ry a n t  L i b r a r y . 55 -jhe young l i t e r a r y  c o u p le  to o k  a lo n g  

a u t o  t r i p  t o  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t ;  i n  S e a t t l e ,  b o th  l e c t u r e d  t o  

t h e  j o u r n a l i s m  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W ashing ton .5&

"Red" Lewis made an u n f o r g e t t a b l e  p i c t u r e  when he  

a p p e a r e d  upon t h e  l e c t u r e  p l a t f o r m ;  combined w i t h  h i s  e c c e n 

t r i c  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e ,  p r e v i o u s l y  d e s c r i b e d ,  h i s  v o i c e  

was h i g h  p i t c h e d  and h i s  g e s t u r e s ,  s p a s m o d ic .  T h e re  was a

p o i g n a n t  charm a b o u t  t h e  man.

G race  H egger  Lewis went  w i t h  "H a l"  t o  s e v e r a l  o f  

h i s  l e c t u r e s  :

As a  l e c t u r e r  Hal  was a s u c c e s s  from t h e  s t a r t .
He was a  n e r v o u s  s p e a k e r  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  he  moved 
a b o u t  t h e  s t a g e ,  b u t t o n i n g  and u n b u t t o n i n g  h i s  c o a t ,
p i c k i n g  up and l a y i n g  down h i s  I n g e r s o l  d o l l a r  w a tc h
( i t  was s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e  i t  o c c u r r e d  t o  him t o  
buy an e x p e n s i v e  Sw iss  w a t c h ) , t h r u s t i n g  h i s  hands  
i n t o  h i s  p o c k e t s ,  b lowing  h i s  n o s e ,  o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
l o o k i n g  a t  h i s  n o t e s ,  b u t  he  h a d  so  much t o  s a y  and

55i b i d . , p . 234.

^^G race  H egger  L ew is ,  p. 104.
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he  s a i d  i t  w i t h - s u c h  f r e s h n e s s  and r a p i d i t y - - n o  hem
ming and h a w i n g - - t h a t  h i s  a u d ie n c e  was d e l i g h t e d  
even  when i t  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  when i t  was a few 
m in u te s  o r  a  few y e a r s  b e h in d  him. So he  l e a r n e d  t o  
sp eak  more s l o w l y  w i t h  p a u s e s  w hich  gave  h i s  l i s 
t e n e r s  t im e  t o  c a t c h  u p . 57

As h i s  w i f e  i n d i c a t e s ,  Lewis u s u a l l y  spoke from a  few n o t e s ;  

he  began by p r e p a r i n g  a b r i e f  t o p i c a l  o u t l i n e ,  and t h e n  he  

s k e t c h e d  a few n o t e s  from t h i s .  When he  t h o u g h t  t h e  o c c a s i o n  

i m p o r t a n t  enough he p r e p a r e d  a m a n u s c r i p t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  a d 

d r e s s  and r e a d  i t  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  The t h r e e  a d d r e s s e s  

a n a l y z e d  i n  C h a p te r  I I I ,  "The American F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  

t h e  "Enemies o f  t h e  Book,"  and "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  

and t h e  Peace"  were  w r i t t e n  o u t  c o m p l e t e l y  and t h e n  r e a d  by 

t h e  a u t h o r .

I n  1921 he  went  on t h e  f i r s t  o f  h i s  l e c t u r e  t o u r s  t o  

p u b l i c i z e  h i s  books .  The t o u r  took  him t o  Town H a l l ,  New 

York C i t y ;  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ;  H a r r i s b u r g ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ;  

C h ica g o ;  C i n c i n n a t i ;  Omaha; and even  t o  H a m i l to n ,  Canada. 

Grace  Hegger  Lewis w r i t e s  o f  t h e  t o u r :

I  h e a r d  him i n  Town H a l l  and I  was t h e  one who 
had  s t a g e  f r i g h t .  The enormous s t a g e  d o u b ly  empty 
w i t h  o n ly  t h e  r e a d i n g  s t a n d  and h a l f  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  
wings a  g r a n d  p i a n o .  Then t h e r e  h e  was,  so  s m a l l  a 
f i g u r e ,  l u n g in g  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a g e  and j e r k i n g  h i m s e l f  
t o  a s t o p  a t  t h e  l e c t e r n .  But t h e r e  was no need  t o
f e a r . 5 8

5 ? I b i d . , p .  1 6 0 .

58ibid.



47

She a cco m p an ied  him t w i c e  t o  o u t - o f - t o w n  e n g a g e m e n ts ,  one 

a t  P r i n c e t o n  and t h e  o t h e r  t o  a  woman's  c l u b  i n  H a r r i s b u r g ,  

w here  sh e  r e c o r d e d  Lewis s u f f e r e d  t h e  u s u a l  t e r r o r s  o f  c l u b  

l e c t u r i n g  :

[ I t ]  was t y p i c a l  o f  such  l e c t u r e s  w i t h  t h e  f l u t t e r y  
p r e s i d e n t  s n a t c h i n g  him t r i u m p h a n t l y  t o  sp e n d  t h e  
n i g h t  i n  h e r  home and i n  a  c o n s t a n t  d i t h e r  o v e r  
s c h e d u l e s ,  i n t e r v i e w s ,  t h e  a u t o g r a p h i n g  i n  t h e  book
s h o p s ,  and t h e  r e l e n t l e s s  e n t e r t a i n i n g . 59

H is  w i f e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  e n t e r t a i n i n g  " e x h a u s t s  t h e  l e c 

t u r e r ,  n o t  t h e  l e c t u r e ,  and i t  i s  d e b a t a b l e  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  

t h e  r e s u l t i n g  p u b l i c i t y  i s  w o r th  t h e  c h i c k e n  p a t t y  . . .

At any  r a t e ,  sh e  t h o u g h t  Lewis was u s u a l l y  a  s u c c e s s :  t h e

announcem ent  o f  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  "was s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c a u s e  

bookshops  t o  r u n  o u t  o f  s t o c k  b e f o r e  t h e  f r u i t  c o c k t a i l  had  

been  s e r v e d . " & 0

On t h i s  l e c t u r e  t o u r  Lewis was n o t  o n l y  s e l l i n g  Main 

S t r e e t , g a t h e r i n g  n o t e s  f o r  B a b b i t t , b u t  a n n o u n c in g  t h a t  

Am erican  f i c t i o n  had  come o f  a g e .  The theme o f  t h e  l e c t u r e s  

was t h a t  A m erican  f i c t i o n  was c o m p a ra b le  t o  t h e  b e s t  f i c t i o n  

from E n g la n d .  The a u t h o r  c r i t i c i z e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e s  f o r  n o t  

r e a d i n g  t h e  Am erican  w r i t e r s  and f o r  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  

A m erican  f i c t i o n  was i n f e r i o r  t o  E n g l i s h .  T h ro u g h o u t  t h e

59i b i d .

G O l b i d . , pp. 160-61,
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t o u r  h e  e m p h a s iz e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  A m ericans  d i d  n o t  r e a d  

enough .  At E v a n s to n ,  f o r  e x am p le ,  h e  c r i t i c i z e d  H enry  F o r d  

f o r  h i s  i g n o r a n c e  o f  h i s t o r y .  S p e a k in g  b e f o r e  t h e  Sunday 

A f t e r n o o n  C lub  o f  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hu rch ,  Lewis 

d e p r e c a t e d  F o r d ' s  a n t i - s e m i t i s m :

I f  t h e  w e l l -k n o w n  D e t r o i t  m a n u f a c t u r e r  who p u b 
l i s h e s  a p a p e r  o f  h i s  own t o  i s s u e  p r o p a g a n d a  was 
b ro ad m in d ed  and h a d  r e a d  I s r a e l  Z a n g w i l l ,  t h e  g r e a t  
J e w i s h  w r i t e r ,  he  n e v e r  would  h a v e  h a d  t h e  h a l l u c i 
n a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  n a t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  be t e r r o r i z e d  
by J e w i s h  b a n k e r s .  . . .  He s h o u l d  h a v e  s t u d i e d  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  r a c e  an d  t h e n  h e  w ould  h a v e  
ch an g e d  h i s  v iew s  on t h e s e  t h i n g s .  But h e  n e v e r  
t o o k  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  r e a d  t h e i r  h i s t o r y .  T h a t  i s  a 
good o b j e c t  l e s s o n  f o r  you b u s i n e s s  men i n  t h e
a u d i e n c e .  You s h o u l d  n e v e r  be t o o  b u sy  t o  r e a d
books and p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s t o r y . 61

T h i s  e x c e r p t  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example  o f  L e w i s ' s  s t r a i g h t f o r 

w ard  s t y l e ,  h i s  u s e  o f  s i m p le  d i r e c t  s e n t e n c e s ,  and h i s  i n 

t e r j e c t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  t o p i c a l  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  h i s  s p e e c h e s .

May 17,  1921,  t h e  L ew ises  s a i l e d  f o r  E u r o p e - - t h e  

f i r s t  i n  a  lo n g  l i n e  o f  t r i p s  t o  E n g la n d  and t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  

I n  a  s h o r t  t im e  h e  was a s k e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  S p e a k in g  

U n io n ,  and  he  found  h i m s e l f  s p e a k i n g  n o t  o n l y  a t  t h e i r  d i n 

n e r s  b u t  a t  t h e  Savage  Club a s  w e l l .  Lewis l i k e d  t o  shock  

h i s  B r i t i s h  a u d i e n c e  by d e f e n d i n g  A m erican  ways and  a t t a c k 

i n g  E n g l i s h  m o re s ,  b u t  h e  d i d  t h i s  w i t h  w i t  s o  t h a t  w h i l e

G^New York T im es , February 2 1 ,  1921,  p. 11.
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t h e y  w ere  o f t e n  a g h a s t  t h e y  w ere  a l s o  amused and u s u a l l y  

a s k e d  him t o  speak  a g a i n .  S u r p r i s i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e s  became a 

f a v o r i t e  "modus o p e r a n d i "  f o r  L e w i s ' s  E u ro p ean  t a l k s .  H a r 

v a r d  p r o f e s s o r ,  P e r r y  M i l l e r ,  t e l l s  i n  d e t a i l  how Lewis b e 

w i l d e r e d  M i l l e r ' s  Am erican  L i t e r a t u r e  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r 

s i t y  o f  L e id e n  i n  1949. M i l l e r  h a d  i n v i t e d  t h e  n o v e l i s t  t o  

a d d r e s s  h i s  c l a s s .  The a u d i e n c e  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be v i r t u a l l y  

t h e  w hole  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and t h e  s p e e c h  was p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  

main  a u d i t o r i u m .  M i l l e r  r e p o r t s  t h a t  "most  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w ere  b e w i l d e r e d  b e c a u se  i t  was n o t  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  o r  

w a n ted  S i n c l a i r  Lewis t o  say ."& 2  They p r o b a b l y  e x p e c t e d  to  

h e a r  him a t t a c k  A m er ica ,  and i n s t e a d  h e  p r a i s e d  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  and c r i t i c i z e d  E u ro p e ,  M i l l e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  Lewis 

d i d  i t  f o r  two r e a s o n s :  f i r s t ,  h e  " g o t  fu n  o u t  o f  s c a n d a l i z 

i n g  t h e  E uropean  s t e r e o t y p e , "  and s e c o n d ,  Lewis " s t o o d  i n 

t r a n s i g e n t  and i n c o r r u p t i b l e . "63 By t h i s .  M i l l e r  meant  t h a t  

Lewis t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  " h e l d  t o  h i s  i n t r a n s i g e n t  s e n s e  o f  

t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  a r t i s t . T h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f

6 2 "The I n c o r r u p t i b l e  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , "  A t l a n t i c  
M o n th ly ,  CLXXXVII ( A p r i l ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  32.

GSl b i d . , p . 33.

^ ^ " P o r t r a i t  o f  
(December 6 ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  p. 532.

^ ^ " P o r t r a i t  o f  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , "  The N a t i o n ,  CLXXV
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t h e  a r t i s t  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  theme i n  L e w i s ' s  s p e e c h ,  "The 

A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and  t h e  P e a c e , "  and  i n  t h e  Nobel  

a d d r e s s .

O th e r  i n s t a n c e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  Lewis t o o k  p l e a s u r e  

i n  s h o c k in g  a s  w e l l  as  amusing  h i s  a u d i e n c e s  : a  h i g h  p o i n t

was r e a c h e d  i n  A p r i l  1926, i n  Kansas C i t y ,  a t  t h e  Linwood 

B o u le v a r d  C h r i s t i a n  C hurch ,  where  Lewis gave  t h e  F u n d a m e n ta l 

i s t ' s  God f i f t e e n ‘m in u te s  t o  s t r i k e  him down ( u n l i k e  George  

B e rn a rd  Shaw who gave God o n ly  t h r e e  m i n u t e s ) . Here  i s  t h e  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  by t h e  New York Times :

H is  c h a l l e n g e  t o  God was i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  an e x 
p e r i m e n t ,  he  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  crowd.

"Here  i s  a  l o v e l y  c h an ce  f o r  God t o  show what  he  
can  d o , "  h e  s a i d ,  a s  he  c h a l l e n g e d  God, " i f  h e  i s  a 
F u n d a m e n t a l i s t  God,"  t o  s t r i k e  him dead .

"Many m i n i s t e r s  a r e  s e e i n g  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
L u t h e r  Burbank a d i v i n e  s i g n , " Lewis s a i d .  "They 
s a y  he  f o r g o t  Heaven and h e l l .  I  s a y ,  somewhat im
p e r t i n e n t l y  p e r h a p s ,  t h a t  Burbank gave  back t o  God 
a l l  t h a t  God gave  h im. I f  he  h ad  t o  s t o p  t o  t a k e  
c a r e  o f  Heaven and h e l l ,  t h e y  must  be puny i n s t i t u 
t i o n s  i n d e e d .

" I s  t h e r e  no j o y ,  no g r e a t n e s s  i n  l i v i n g ?  I s  
i t  t h e  f e a r  o f  h e l l  t h a t  makes u s  good? I f  t h i s  
t h e o r y  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e n  damn 
y o u r  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n .

"Burbank s a i d  h e  was an i n f i d e l  and was ' s t r u c k  
d o w n . ' Bryan s a i d  h e  was a  F u n d a m e n t a l i s t  and he  
became a 'm a r t y r  d y in g  i n  h i s  g l o r y . ' Bryan d i e d  
f i f t e e n  y e a r s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  Burbank.  Why d i d n ' t  God 
s t r i k e  Burbank down a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  u t t e r a n c e s  
and make t h i n g s  c l e a r ,  i f ,  a s  p i o u s  p e o p le  s a y ,  he  
d i e d  o n l y  b e c a u se  he  was an  i n f i d e l ?  The Fundamen
t a l i s t  God moves s lo w l y  and by t h e  d e a t h  bed when 
t h e r e  a r e  no w i t n e s s e s .



51

"Whenever you c r i t i c i z e  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  t h e r e  a r e  
two a n s w e r s .  One i s  t h a t  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  i s  i n  bad 
t a s t e  and  t h e  o t h e r  i s  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  do some 
good anyway. I s  i t  bad t a s t e  t o  c r i t i c i z e  God?
A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  t h e o r y ,  He i s  A l l -K now ing  and 
A l l - S u p r e m e ,  t h e n  He c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  be i n j u r e d  
by what  we h a ve  t o  s a y . "65

A c c o rd in g  t o  L e w i s ' s  w i f e ,  G race  H e g g e r ,  t h e r e  was " n o t h i n g  

d e f i a n t  o r  d e n u n c i a t o r y  a b o u t  L e w i s ' s  s p e e c h  o r  h i s  d r a m a t i c  

g e s t u r e  w i t h  t h e  w a t c h . "  When t h e  a l l o t t e d  t im e  was up  

Lewis s i m p l y  s a i d ,  " I  am s t i l l  a l i v e .  You remember,  God 

d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  Bob I n g e r s o l l  dead  e i t h e r  . . . .  E v i d e n t l y  

God i s  n o t  t h e  p e t t y  a v e n g in g  God o f  t h i s  m an 's  i m a g i n a t i o n .  

God may even  a g r e e  w i t h  m e . "66

On March 20 ,  1931,  t h e  a u t h o r  made one o f  t h e  s h o r t 

e s t  s p e e c h e s  o f  h i s  c a r e e r ,  and p e r h a p s  t h e  most  s h o c k i n g :

At a f o r m a l  d i n n e r  o f  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Club h o n o r i n g  t h e  

R u s s i a n  w r i t e r ,  B o r i s  P i l n y a k ,  b e f o r e  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a u d i 

en ce  o f  n o v e l i s t s ,  p l a y w r i g h t s ,  and book c r i t i c s ,  Lewis 

a c c u s e d  T heodore  D r e i s e r  o f  p l a g i a r i s m .  Ray Long, e d i t o r  

o f  t h e  C o s m o p o l i t a n  M agazine  and h o s t  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  had  

j u s t  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  welcome t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  g u e s t .  He t u r n e d  

t o  welcome a n o t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t ,  S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  when

G ^ A p r i l  2 0 ,  1926, p .  1. 

G^Crace H egger  L ew is ,  p .  301.
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t h e  n o v e l i s t  unwound h i s  l o n g ,  l a n k  body from a  c h a i r  and

s l o w l y  s t o o d  t o  make t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e e c h :

I  am v e r y  h a p p y  t o  m eet  Mr. P i l n y a k .  But  I  do
n o t  c a r e  t o  s p e a k  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  one man who
h a s  p l a g i a r i z e d  3 ,0 0 0  words  from my w i f e ' s  [D o ro th y  
Thompson] book on R u s s i a .  Nor do I  c a r e  t o  t a l k  
b e f o r e  two s a g e  c r i t i c s  who o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  Nobel  
C o m m i t t e e ' s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  me a s  A m e r i c a ' s  r e p r e s e n t 
a t i v e  w r i t e r . 67

S lo w ly ,  h e  s a t  down, c o n t i n u i n g  t o  smoke h i s  c i g a r e t t e .

D r e i s e r ,  p e r h a p s  rem em ber ing  t h e  p l a g i a r i s m  c h a r g e  o f  t h r e e

y e a r s  p a s t ,  t w i s t e d  i n  h i s  c h a i r ,  s e v e r a l  " s a g e  c r i t i c s "

p r e s e n t  seemed t o  wonder  i f  Lewis w ere  r e f e r r i n g  t o  them,

and  a few s t u n n e d  members a p p l a u d e d .

Main S t r e e t  h a d  made Lewis a c e l e b r i t y  and  w h a t  any 

c e l e b r i t y  s a y s  makes new s ,  b u t  Lewis had  a s p e c i a l  f a c u l t y  

f o r  becoming i n v o l v e d  i n  c o n t r o v e r s y .

On h i s  r e t u r n  t o  E n g lan d  i n  1924,  a f t e r  f i n i s h i n g  

A r r o w s m i t h , he  was shown many c l i p p i n g s  on t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  

h e  h a d  been  drawn i n t o  and he  r e p l i e d :

New York T im e s , March 2 0 ,  1931,  p. 11.  [ I n  Novem
b e r  o f  1928,  D o ro th y  Thompson c h a r g e d  D r e i s e r  b o r row ed  from 
h e r  book .  The New R u s s i a , f o r  h i s  book ,  D r e i s e r  Looks a t  
R u s s i a . L e w i s ' s  p u b l i c  a c c u s a t i o n - - f o l l o w i n g  s e v e r a l  c o ck -  
t a i l s - - e n d e d  i n  t h e  " a f f a i r  c e l e b r e "  w h e n : D r e i s e r  s l a p p e d  
Lewis s e v e r a l  t im e s  and t h e i r  f r i e n d s  h ad  t o  s t e p  b e tw een  
t h e  two men t o  end t h e  q u a r r e l ;  l a t e r ,  Lewis e x p r e s s e d  s u r 
p r i s e  o v e r  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  g i v e n  t h e  i n c i d e n t :  " C a n ' t  two men
h a v e  a  p r i v a t e  s q u a b b l e  w i t h o u t  a l l  t h i s  f u s s  b e in g  made 
o v e r  i t ? " ]
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I 'm  c u r e d .  T h e re  h a s  been  so  much a l t e r a t i o n  
o f  w h a t  I  may h a v e  s a i d ,  t h a t  I ' l l  n e v e r  t a l k  o f  
any  o f  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  E n g la n d  o r  Am erica  
a g a i n . 68

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  Lewis was f r e e l y  commenting ,  

" T h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  make good c o f f e e  i s  t o  an  A m erican  a P a r i s 

i a n  i l l u s i o n . "  Then,  h e  added  a  f i n a l  c o m p a r i s o n ,  " I  fou n d  

E n g l i s h  and A m ericans  a r e  now l i k e d ,  b u t ,  gosh. '  how t h e  

F r e n c h  a r e  h a t e d . ' "  Lewis h a d  t o  t a l k  o f  t h e  " p e c u l i a r i t i e s "  

o f  t h e  l a n d s  h e  v i s i t e d ,  and i f  h e  t e m p e re d  h i s  r em a rk s  w i t h  

a  f r i e n d l y  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  su c h  as  " I  am v e r y  s o r r y  t o  be 

l e a v i n g  Europe  f o r  t h e  more I  g e t  t o  know Europe  t h e  more I  

l i k e  i t , " ^ ^  t h e  rem ark  o f t e n  went  u n n o t i c e d .

The p a t t e r n  was e v i d e n t  i n  1923,  a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a 

t i o n  o f  B a b b i t t . Lewis was l i v i n g  i n  H a r t f o r d ,  and when he  

was a s k e d  t o  sp eak  a t  a  d i n n e r  o f  newspapermen and l o c a l l y  

p r o m in e n t  c i t i z e n s  h e  c o u l d n ' t  r e s i s t  s c o l d i n g  them f o r  

b r a g g i n g  o f  community  w e a l t h  w h i l e  t h e y  n e g l e c t e d  t o  p r a i s e  

t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n - - t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  W i t s ,  H a r r i e t  

B e ec h e r  S tow e ,  and Mark Twain.  The same y e a r  i n  P h i l a d e l 

p h i a ,  "Red" Lewis "w a lked  o n t o  t h e  s t a g e  o f  t h e  Academy o f  

Music  c l u t c h i n g  a s h e a f  o f  n e w sp a p e r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s , "  a n d ,

^ ^New York T im e s , May 20 ,  1924, p. 20.

GSlbid., May 24, 1925, p. 15.
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a f t e r  e n t e r t a i n i n g l y  r e a d i n g  some o f  t h e  more r i d i c u l o u s  o f  

them, " t h r e w  them i n t o  t h e  a i r  and announced  t h a t  o u r s  was 

t h e  'O lym pian  age  o f  bunk.

I n  London t h e  same y e a r ,  1923,  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  

Econom ics ,  he  d e b a t e d  M ajor  John  Hay B e i t h  (pen  name, I a n  

Hay) a t  a  c h a r i t y  a f f a i r  f o r  London h o s p i t a l s .  The t o p i c  

was "Main S t r e e t  and High S t r e e t . "  M ajor  B e i t h  b e l i e v e d  t h e  

E n g l i s h  c h e r i s h e d  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  l i t e r a r y  

h e r o  w h i l e  h e  h e l d  t h a t  Americans  l e a n e d  to w ard  t h e  s e l f -  

made h e r o .  Lewis c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  a n t i - A m e r i c a n  B r i t i s h  p r e s s  

and added  t h a t  h e  w ould  lo v e  E n g lan d  i f  t h e  E n g l i s h  would 

g e t  o v e r  t h e i r  s u p e r c i l i o u s n e s s .  " I  l o v e  E n g l a n d , "  he  a s 

s e r t e d ,  " I  hope  t o  be a l lo w e d  t o  lo v e  E n g lan d .

George J e a n  N a th an ,  n o t e d  drama c r i t i c ,  r e c a l l s  

"Red" began  t o  make sp e e c h e s  t h e  moment he  s e t  f o o t  on Eng

l i s h  s o i l  i n  1923. The s p e e c h e s  "had m a in ly  t o  do ,  i t  a p 

p e a r e d ,  w i t h  t h e  sh am efu l  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  c r i t i c s ,  

e x c e p t i n g  o n l y  Hugh W alp o le ,  t o  t a k e  a p r o p e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  

American  l i t e r a t u r e . "  A c co rd ing  co N a th an ,  Lewis was a t  h i s  

"showman" b e s t :

T ^ S c h o r e r ,  p .  359.

^ ^New York T im e s , May 30,  1923, p. 3.
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Our f r i e n d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  German, F r e n c h ,  I t a l i a n ,
Cockney and Way Down E a s t  d i a l e c t s  i n  w h ich  h e  
c o u ch e d  h i s  d i a t r i b e s ,  may h a v e  m inced  words  b u t  
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  m e a n in g s .  . . . [He] named names . .
. d a t e s ,  p l a c e s  and  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s . 7%

Lewis even  h i t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i l ,  making a few cam paign

s p e e c h e s  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d  and n e i g h b o r ,  B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l l ,  who

was s t a n d i n g  f o r  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  Labour  P a r t y  a t  C h e l s e a .  A

c o l u m n i s t  w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  D a i l y  E x p r e s s  a c i d l y  commented,

" P e r s o n a l l y  I  l i k e  a  weekend g u e s t  t o  k e e p  an  eye on t h e

cook and a s s i s t  w i t h  a d v i c e  on t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d

g e n e r a l l y . " 7 3  Lewis e v i d e n t l y  was n o t  g r e a t l y  p e r t u r b e d ,

c o n t i n u i n g  t o  sp e ak  f o r  R u s s e l l ,  l e c t u r i n g  t o  t h e  American

Women's C lu b ,  and a p p e a r i n g  as  g u e s t  o f  h o n o r  and s p e a k e r

b e f o r e  t h e  E n g l i s h - S p e a k i n g  Union .  B a b b i t t  had  a l a r g e r

s a l e  i n  E n g land  t h a n  Main S t r e e t .

D u r in g  t h e  summer o f  1924, Lewis v i s i t e d  h i s  f a t h e r  

i n  Sauk C e n t r e ,  a n d ,  t h e n ,  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  C la u d e ,  d e c i d e d  

t o  t a k e  a f i s h i n g  t r i p  t o  Canada.  Along t h e  way Lewis made 

num erous  p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e s :  h e  spoke  t o  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a t  a

K iw an is  l u n c h e o n  i n  W in n ipeg ;  a d d r e s s e d  a n o t h e r  K iwanis  

a u d i e n c e  i n  R e g in a ,  S a s k a tc h e w a n ,  a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  M en 's  and

72ceorge  Jean Nathan c i t e d  by Mark S c h o r e r ,  pp. 370
71.

73 C i te d  by Grace Hegger L ew is ,  p. 268.
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Women's C a n a d ia n  C lu b ;  i n  S a s k a t o o n ,  h e  was t h e  g u e s t  o f  

h o n o r  and  s p e a k e r  a t  a  l u n c h e o n  f o l l o w e d  by t e a  w i t h  t h e  

l i t e r a r y  l a d i e s  o f  S a s k a t o o n ;  i n  P r i n c e  A l b e r t ,  Lewis a p 

p e a r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  R o t a r i a n s  a t  l u n c h  and  t h e  K iw a n ian s  a t  a 

l a d i e s - n i g h t  d i n n e r . ^4 And so  i t  w e n t .

I n  May, o f  1926, a f t e r  d a r i n g  God i n  A p r i l  "Red"

Lewis b r a v e d  t h e  P u l i t z e r  c o m m i t t e e  by r e f u s i n g  t o  a c c e p t  

t h e  p r i z e  f o r  t h e  b e s t  n o v e l  o f  t h e  y e a r  f o r  A r r o w s m i t h . He 

was w o rk in g  on E lm er  G a n t r y  i n  K ansas  C i t y ,  and  b e g i n n i n g  t o  

h o l d  h i s  famous "Sunday  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s " :  m i n i s t e r s  from th e  

L u t h e r a n ,  C h r i s t i a n ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ,  M e t h o d i s t ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  

B a p t i s t ,  U n i t a r i a n ,  and E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h e s - - a n d  even  a r a b b i - -  

a t t e n d e d  t h e  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  on r e l i g i o n  u s u a l l y  h e l d  i n  

L e w i s ' s  s u i t e  a t  t h e  Ambassador  H o t e l .  Sometimes a s  many a s  

tw e n ty  m i n i s t e r s  w e re  p r e s e n t .  He spoke  a t  c h u r c h e s  t h r o u g h 

o u t  t h e  c i t y ,  t o  R o t a r y  C l u b s ,  t o  t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce, 

and  t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  l i t e r a r y  and r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s .  Though 

t h e  a f f a i r  a t  t h e  Linwood B o u l e v a r d  C h r i s t i a n  Church c r e a t e d  

a  s t i r  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  p r e s s ,  i t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  a l i e n a t e  h i s

C lau d e  L e w is ,  T r e a t y  T r i p  ( M i n n e a p o l i s :  U n i v e r 
s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) .  [The d a t a  on t h e  s p e e c h e s  
a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h i s  a b r i d g m e n t  o f  Dr.  C laude  L e w i s ' s  j o u r 
n a l  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  made by him and  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o  n o r t h 
e r n  S a s k a t c h e w a n  and  M a n i to b a  i n  1 9 2 4 . ]
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Kansas  f r i e n d s .  The s t o r y  was d i f f e r e n t  when t h e  book a p 

p e a r e d  i n  1927. E lm er  D a v i s ,  t h e  c o l u m n i s t ,  w r o t e :  " I n

'E lm e r  G a n t r y '  h e  d e a l s  a blow b e n e a t h  t h e  B i b l e - b e l t . " ? ^  

Most  o f  L e w i s ' s  K ansas  f r i e n d s  a g r e e d  w i t h  D a v i s .

L e w i s ' s  s h o r t e s t  sp e e c h  was made i n  B e r l i n ,  i n  J u l y ,  

1927: he  h a d  met D o ro th y  Thompson two day s  e a r l i e r  and  when

h e  was a s k e d  t o  speak  a t  a  p a r t y  g i v e n  by h i s  B e r l i n  p u b 

l i s h e r ,  E r n s t  R ow ohl t ,  Lewis r o s e ,  t u r n e d  t o  Miss Thompson 

and s a i d ,  " D o r o th y ,  w i l l  you m ar ry  me?"7G T h a t  was a l l I  

On J u l y  16, h o w e v e r ,  he  sp o ke  a t  more l e n g t h  b e f o r e  t h e  

B e r l i n - A m e r i c a n  C lub  d e n o u n c in g  t h e  " j u d i c i a l  i n j u s t i c e "  

g i v e n  t o  Sacco  and V a n z e t t i  by A m erican  c o u r t s . 77

Lewis was d r i n k i n g  h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  t w e n t i e s .

His  m a r r i a g e  t o  D o ro th y  Thompson on May 14, 1928, seemed t o  

s low  h i s  d r i n k i n g ,  b u t  o n l y  f o r  a w h i l e .

He a p p e a r e d  d ru nk  b e f o r e  t h e  B read  L o a f  W r i t e r ' s  

C o n f e re n c e  a t  M id d le b u r y  C o l l e g e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s 

f u l  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Dodsw or th  i n  1929. The a u d i e n c e  g r e e t e d  

w i t h  s i l e n c e  h i s  d i s j o i n t e d  rem a rk s  a b o u t  b a s t a r d  w r i t e r s ,  

e x c e s s i v e  p u b l i c  a d o r a t i o n  o f  L in d b e r g h ,  and t h e  s h a m e fu l

^^New York T im e s , March 13 ,  1927,  p.  1.

7 6 s c h o r e r ,  p .  488 .

77n6w York T im es ,  J u l y  16,  1927,  p. 19.
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l a c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n  t o  W i l l a  G a t h e r . 78

But i n  S e p tem b er ,  Lewis was a t  h i s  charm ing  b e s t  a s

h e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  R o ta r y  Club o f  R u t l a n d ,  Vermont.  He p r a i s e d

t h e  n a t u r a l  g r a n d e u r  o f  Vermont,  and c a u t i o n e d  t h e  c i t i z e n s

t o  p r e s e r v e  i t  and p r e v e n t  Vermont from b e in g  t u r n e d  i n t o

a n o t h e r  com m erc ia l  t o u r i s t  v e n t u r e  l i k e  F l o r i d a  o r  Cape Cod.

The n o v e l i s t  even  w r o t e  a  f r i e n d l y  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f

Vermont P r o s e  who had  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  l o c a l  new spaper  a c c o u n t

o f  h i s  s p e e c h .  He w r o t e  o f  h i s  s p e e c h :

T h i s  i s  a l l  d e p l o r a b l e  b u t  a s  i t  m ig h t  be o f  some 
v a l u e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  r h e t o r i c ,  a s  an example  o f  how 
n o t  t o  s p e a k ,  you a r e  welcome t o  p u b l i s h  i t  i f  you 
do so  w i s h ,  and  t h i s  l e t t e r  o f  mine a s  an i n t r o d u c -  
t i o n - - a s  my a p o lo g y  f o r  n o t  h a v in g  b e t t e r  e x p r e s s e d  
an  a u t h e n t i c  f e e l i n g . 79

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  L e w i s ’s d r i n k i n g  a f f e c t e d  a t  t im e s  b o th  h i s

w r i t i n g  and h i s  s p e a k i n g .

The Nobel  P r i z e  Winner 

The m orn ing  o f  November 5 ,  1930, S i n c l a i r  Lewis 

l e a r n e d  he  had  been  awarded t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e .  

T h i s  was t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  o f  h i s  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r ,  and h i s  

a c c e p t a n c e  s p e e c h  b e f o r e  t h e  Swedish  Academy c r e a t e d  t h e

^ ^ S c h o r e r ,  p. 521.

79 I b i d . , p. 522.
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g r e a t e s t  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  o f  any  sp e e c h  he  e v e r  d e l i v e r e d .  

B e f o r e  h i s  j o u r n e y  t o  S to ck h o lm  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  P r i z e ,  Lewis 

sp o k e  b e f o r e  a  d i n n e r  o f  t h e  PEN C lub  i n  h o n o r  o f  h i s  w in n in g  

t h e  Nobel  P r i z e .  The sp e e c h  was r e p o r t e d  i n  p a r t  by t h e  New 

York Times :

I n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i t  i s n ' t  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we a u 
t h o r s  a r e  n o t  t a k e n  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y ,  b u t  i t  i s  impor
t a n t  t h a t  we do n o t  a lw ay s  t a k e  o u r  own works  s e r i 
o u s l y .  I  s h a l l  l i s t  f o r  you t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  i n  
A m erica .

F i r s t  t h e r e  i s  b u s i n e s s ;  t h e  G r e a t  God B u s i n e s s .
The m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  a c a r b u r e t o r  i s  m a n i f e s t l y  more 
i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  any m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  p o e t r y .  B u s i n e s s  
f i r s t  and  f o r e m o s t .

Then comes p o l i t i c s .  P o l i t i c s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h e y  
k e e p  down i n  W ash in g to n .  I t  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  t a k e s  
a man who h a s  been  a bad  s e c o n d - r a t e  l a w y e r  i n  a 
l i t t l e  W e s te rn  town and  b r i n g s  him t o  W ash in g to n ,  
w h e re  he  im m e d ia t e l y  becomes an  e x p e r t  on t a x a t i o n  
and  an a u t h o r i t y  on Y u g o s l a v i a n  a f f a i r s - - b e c a u s e  h e  
t a k e s  h i m s e l f  s e r i o u s l y .

G o l f  i s  a l s o  t o  be t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y .  I t  c o n s i s t s  
o f  h i t t i n g  a l i t t l e  w h i t e  b a l l  w i t h  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
c ro o k e d  s t i c k s .  No h e r o  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  so  
t h o r o u g h  a  h e r o  and a  k n i g h t  a s  Bobby J o n e s .  Then 
comes b a s e b a l l ,  i n  s e a s o n ,  and f o o t b a l l ,  where  
8 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  g a t h e r  t o  w a tc h  t w e n ty - t w o  young men 
c h a s e  e a c h  o t h e r  a c r o s s  a f i e l d .  Coming t o  town 
t o d a y  I  r e a d  an  a r t i c l e  by a man named Rockne,  who 
seems t o  be some s o r t  o f  a  p r o p h e t  i n  some Mid- 
W e s t e r n  c o l l e g e .  Now, t h e s e  a r e  t h e  s e r i o u s  t h i n g s .

But I  i n  my r a s h n e s s ,  a  r a s h n e s s  b o r n ,  p e r h a p s ,  
o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  h a v e  b een  aw arded  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e ,  
v e n t u r e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  f i c t i o n  who 
t r i e s  t o  g i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a  t im e  and 
a  p l a c e  and r e v e a l  t h e  v e r y  s o u l  o f  a  man i s  a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t .  I  v e n t u r e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h o s e  who c r e a t e  
p o e t r y  and  m u s ic  may be a l m o s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  
c o a c h  o f  a  M id -W es te rn  f o o t b a l l  team o r  t h e



60

m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  a  c a r b u r e t o r . 80 

T h a t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  " g i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a  

t im e  and a  p l a c e  and  r e v e a l  t h e  v e r y  s o u l  o f  a  man" i s  a  

theme Lewis w ou ld  d e v e l o p  more c a r e f u l l y  i n  t h e  Nobel  s p e e c h  

w h ic h  i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r .

A f t e r  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e ,  S i n c l a i r  

Lewis was more i n  demand by p r e s s  and  p u b l i c  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  

S p e a k in g  t o  a  g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  on 

December 15, 1930,  i n  S to c k h o lm ,  t h e  n o v e l i s t  i r o n i c a l l y  

r e a c t e d  t o  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  h i s  a d d r e s s  h ad  r e c e i v e d  i n  A m e r ic a .

I  h a v e  b e en  s h a r p l y  r e b u k e d  f o r  my i n d i s c r e e t  
N obe l  s p e e c h .  T h e re  i s  a  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  A m erica .
What i s  t h e  s i g n  o f  a  d e p r e s s i o n ?  T h i s ,  t h a t  S i n 
c l a i r  Lewis h a s  g o t  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e .  He h a s  m i s 
r e p r e s e n t e d  A m e r ic a ,  t h e y  s a y .  So now I  m ust  sp e a k  
s o  t h a t  I  c a n  be h e a r d  i n  A m er ica .

I  s a y  t h e  100 p e r  c e n t  A m ericans  a r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  
form o f  human b e i n g s ,  t h e  most  p u r e  and most  c u l 
t u r e d .  H av ing  t h u s  c l e a r e d  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  e y es  o f  
A m e r i c a , I  may s i t  down c a l m l y . 81

Of c o u r s e ,  Lewis d i d  n o t  s i t  down c a l m l y ,  b u t  c o n t i n u e d  t o

sp e a k  o u t  f r e e l y  on any and  a l l  t o p i c s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  him

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  A m er ican  a t t i t u d e .  D u r in g  t h e  E u ro p ea n

t r i p ,  a f t e r  h i s  r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  P r i z e ,  Lewis sp o k e  s e v e r a l

t i m e s .  He g a v e  an  a d d r e s s  on t h e  r a d i o  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s

®®New York T im es , November 3 0 ,  1930,  p. 2

8 1 l b i d . , December 16, 1930,  p. 21.
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f o n d n e s s  f o r  Sw ed ish -A in e r ic an s  : " G e n e r a l l y  E u ro p e a n s  do n o t

r e a l i z e  t o  w ha t  e x t e n t  A m ericans  r e a d  a b o u t  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  

and  u n d e r s t a n d  them."®^ Two days  l a t e r ,  December 19,  h e  

sp ok e  t o  a  h uge  a u d i e n c e  i n  G o th e n b u rg ,  Sweden, s a y i n g  t h a t  

h e  t h o u g h t  W i l l a  G a t h e r  s h o u l d  h a v e  won t h e  P r i z e ,  t h a t  a n y 

one who w a n t s  t o  know Am erica  w ould  n e e d  t o  r e a d  more t h a n  

j u s t  h i s  b o o k s ,  and t h a t  E u ro p e a n s  w e re  a s  f o o l i s h  a s  A m er i 

c a n s  --"Why d o n ' t  t h e y  a g r e e  a b o u t  P an -E u ro p e  i n s t e a d  o f  

q u a r r e l i n g ? " ® ^  He c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h i s  r e c e p 

t i o n  i n  Sweden had  been  f r i e n d l y  and h e  h oped  t o  come a g a i n  

i n  t h e  summer and  s t a y  l o n g e r .

The L ew ises  w en t  on t o  B e r l i n  w here  t h e  n o v e l i s t  i n  

an  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  p r e s s  d e n i e d  h e  was a  r e f o r m e r .  " I 'm  

no r e f o r m e r .  . , . Oh n o ;  I 'm  a c r i t i c ,  t h a t ' s  what  I  am.

I f  I  h a d  my way I  would  e x i l e  from A m erica  a l l  r e f o r m e r s  and 

e v e ry b o d y  c o n v i c t e d  o f  t r y i n g  t o  make r e f o r m s . " ® ^  I n t e r 

v iew ed  by a  b r o a d c a s t e r ,  h e  was a s k e d  w h a t  a t t i t u d e  he  would  

t a k e  s h o u l d  he  w r i t e  a war  s t o r y .  He r e p l i e d :

I  t h i n k  you w an t  t o  a sk  w ha t  s i d e  I  would  t a k e .
As much a s  I  l o v e  E urope  and a s  l o n g  as  I  h a v e  l i v e d  
h e r e ,  s h o u l d  Am erica  e n t e r  a  w a r ,  I  would  c e r t a i n l y

®^I b i d . , December 17,  1930, p .  3.

83 I b i d . , December 2 0 ,  1930,  p .  19. 

G& I b i d . , December 2 3 ,  1930,  p .  3.
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be i n  t h a t .  I n t e l l e c t u a l l y  I  know America  i s  no 
b e t t e r  t h a n  any o t h e r  c o u n t r y ;  e m o t i o n a l l y  I  know 
s h e  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  e v e r y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y . 85

T h is  rem ark  may seem s t r a n g e  f o r  L ew is ,  b u t  i t  i s  a  r e f r a i n -  

A m e r i c a ' s  e m o t i o n a l  s u p e r i o r i t y - - h e  had  d e v e lo p e d  i n  Dods

w o r th  and one t h a t  would  c o n t i n u e  t o  be i m p o r t a n t  t o  h i s  

l a t e r  n o v e l s .

About  t h i s  t i m e ,  H. L Mencken h u m o ro u s ly  r e m a rk e d :

I  hope  Lewis s t o p s  making s p e e c h e s  and r e t u r n s  t o  
w r i t i n g  n o v e l s .  I f  h e  does  n o t  t a k e  t h a t  a d v i c e  
soon  . . . [he]  w i l l  be t o o  l a t e  f o r  t h o s e  J a n u a r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n  m e e t i n g s  j u s t  announced  by t h e  Conven
t i o n  Bureau o f  t h e  M e r c h a n t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n :  N a t i o n a l
N o t i o n ,  P e d i c ,  Spur  T i e ,  M a r r i a g e  B r o k e r s ,  Rug 
C l e a n e r s ,  Boys B u y e r s ,  Show T i p p l e r ,  Owl C lu b ,  O r i e n 
t a l  F r i l l ,  T r a v e l i n g  H a t ,  Plumbago C r u c i b l e . 86

Lewis d i d  r e t u r n  t o  w r i t i n g  n o v e l s  b u t  he  c o n t i n u e d  t o  make

s p e e c h e s ,  t o o .

R e l u c t a n t  S p e a k e r

On h i s  way home, t h e  a u t h o r  s t o p p e d  i n  London where  

h e  gave  a w i t t y  i n f o r m a l  t a l k  b e f o r e  t h e  Am erican  c o r r e s 

p o n d e n t s  a t  t h e  Savoy H o t e l .  He s a i d  h e  had  u n d e rg o n e  " t h e  

w o r s t  forms o f  t o r t u r e  s i n c e  h e  came t o  Europe t o  r e c e i v e  

t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  h a v in g  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e

^^ I b i d . , December 30,  1930, p. 5.

8 6 i b i d . , January 4 ,  1931, IX, 2.
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d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g a t h e r i n g s  who h ad  e x p e c t e d  w ords  o f  wisdom 

from h i m . T h i s  t o r t u r e  was t o  c o n t i n u e  up t o  t h e  y e a r  o f  

h i s  d e a t h .  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  l i s t  o f  t h e  

m a jo r  s p e a k i n g  engagem en ts  o f  S i n c l a i r  Lewis from 1931 t o  

h i s  d e a t h .

1 9 3 1 . - -L e w is  spoke  i n  Town H a l l ,  New York ,  on t h e  

t o p i c ,  "Am er ican  L e t t e r s  Become o f  Age";®® he  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  

League f o r  P o l i t i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  on " F i e l d s  f o r  N o v e l i s t s " ; ® ^  

h e  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  H. G. W e l l s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  n o v e l i s t ,  " V i s i t 

i n g  B r i t i s h e r s "  b e f o r e  a lu n c h e o n  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  R a i l r o a d  

C l u b ; 9 0  ] ^ g  i n t r o d u c e d  a new theme i n t o  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  f a s c i s m ,  

u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e ,  "A C o n s e r v a t i v e  M e n a g e , i n  an a d d r e s s  t o  

t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r t s  and S c i e n c e s .

1 9 3 3 . - -Lewis  spoke  a t  a December d i n n e r  commemorat

in g  t h e  100 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  A l f r e d  N o b e l . 9 2

®^I b i d . ,  F e b r u a r y  21 ,  1931, p. 8.

GG l b i d . , March 20 ,  1931,  p. 18. [Lewis h ad  been  
b a r r e d  a week e a r l i e r  from making a s i m i l a r  a d d r e s s  i n  Wash
i n g t o n ,  D. C . , by t h e  D. A. R . ; he  gave  t h e  s p e e c h ,  ho w ever ,  
a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  High S c h o o l  a u d i t o r i u m  on March 2 4 ,  u n d e r  t h e  
a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  Community I n s t i t u t e . ]

G^New York T im e s , March 29 ,  1931, IX, 2.

9 0 l b i d . , O c to b e r  23 ,  1931, p.  28.

9 1 l b i d . , November 1, 1931, IX, 2.

92 I b i d . , December 19, 1933,  p. 18.



64

1 9 3 6 . - -L e w is  spoke  t o  t h e  American  B o o k s e l l e r s  A s s o 

c i a t i o n  on "Enemies  o f  t h e  Book"^^

1 9 3 7 . - -L e w is  began a s p e a k i n g  t o u r ,  h i s  most  e x t e n 

s i v e ,  t o  p u b l i c i z e  h i s  l a t e s t  n o v e l  by a d d r e s s i n g  an  a u d i e n c e  

a t  Cedar  R a p id s ,  Iowa,  on " I t  Has Happened H e r e , " ^ ^  s p e a k i n g  

t o  t h e  League f o r  P o l i t i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  on t h e  same t o p i c , ^5 

and d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  " N o v e l i s t  a s  a P r o p h e t "  a t  t h e  B rook lyn  

Academy o f  M usic .

1 9 3 8 . - - D u r i n g  t h e  t o u r - - b e g u n  i n  1937 and w hich  ended 

on F e b r u a r y  24 ,  1938,  i n  W ash in g to n ,  D. C , - - L e w is  l e c t u r e d  on 

t h e  t o p i c s  " I t  Has Happened H e r e , "  "Main S t r e e t  R e v i s i t e d , "  

and "The N o v e l i s t  a s  a P r o p h e t " ; ^ ^  he  gave a sp e e c h  d e f e n d i n g

9 3 l b i d . , May 12, 1936, p. 25.

94 l b i d . , O c to b e r  28,  1937, p. 27.

^ ^ I b i d . , November 12, 1937,  p. 23.

9&I b i d . , November 23 ,  1937,  p .  21.

^^Lewis p a p e r s  a t  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y ,  [A s c h e d u l e  
t y p e d  by Lewis o f  t h e  d a t e s ,  p l a c e s ,  and f e e s  o f  t h i s  1937-  
38 l e c t u r e  t o u r  shows h e  r e c e i v e d  f e e s  r a n g i n g  from $150 t o  
$ 1 ,0 0 0 .  F o r  exam ple ,  Columbia  U n i v e r s i t y  p a id  him $150,  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma p a i d  $500 ,  and t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r t s  
and S c i e n c e s  i n  B ro o k ly n  p a i d  $ 1 ,0 0 0 .  The t o u r  i n c l u d e d  l e c 
t u r e s  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p l a c e s :  Columbia  U n i v . ,  N. Y. C i t y
(O c t .  13, 1 9 37 ) ;  Town H a l l ,  C edar  R a p id s ,  Iowa (O c t .  2 6 ) ;  
U n iv .  o f  O k l a . ,  Norman, Okla .  (O c t .  2 8 ) ;  Town H a l l  o f  T u l s a ,
T u l s a ,  Okla . (O c t .  2 9 ) ;  Univ .  o f  K a n s a s ,  Law rence ,  Kan. (Nov.
2 ) ;  W is c o n s in  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c . ,  M i lw aukee ,  Wis. (Nov. 5 ) ;  
Temple U n i v . ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Penn. (Nov. 8 ) ;  Town H a l l ,  N. Y,
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i v o r y  to w e r  l e a r n i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  Am erican  B o o k s e l l e r s  A s s o c i 

a t i o n .

1 9 3 9 . --He a d d r e s s e d  t h e  J a n u a r y  j o i n t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

M in n e s o t a  L e g i s l a t u r e  on t h e  t o p i c  " P r o v i n c i a l i s m " ; 9 9  h e  

spoke  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  o f  E r n s t  T o l l e r . 100

19 4 0 . - - L e w is  s u p p o r t e d  F r a n k l i n  R o o s e v e l t ' s  t h i r d  

terra by s p e a k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o ; ^01 he  b r i e f l y  t a u g h t  a s t o r y  

w r i t i n g  c l a s s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n . 102

1 9 4 1 . - -L e w is  d e b a t e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  w i t h  Lewis Browne 

on t h e  t o p i c s  "Has t h e  Modern Woman Made Good?" "The C o u n t ry  

v e r s u s  t h e  C i t y , "  "Machines v e r s u s  No M a c h i n e s , "  and "Can

C i t y  (Nov. 1 1 ) ;  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r t s  and S c i e n c e ,  B ro o k ly n ,  N. Y. 
(Nov. 2 2 ) ;  Columbia  U n i v . ,  N. Y. C i t y  (Dec. 1 6 ) ;  N o r t h w e s t e r n  
U n i v . ,  C h ic a g o ,  111.  ( J a n .  13, 1 9 3 8 ) ;  La Q u in t a  L e c t u r e  
C o u r s e ,  A l b u r q u e r q u e , New Mexico ( J a n .  1 7 ) ;  The Modern Forum, 
I n c . ,  Los A n g e le s ,  C a l i f .  ( J a n .  2 0 ) ;  C i v i c  A u d i to r iu m ,  P a s a 
d e n a ,  C a l i f .  ( J a n .  2 1 ) ;  C la rem on t  C o l l e g e ,  C la r e m o n t ,  C a l i f .  
( J a n .  2 4 ) ;  San F r a n c i s c o  League o f  Women V o t e r s ,  San F r a n 
c i s c o ,  C a l i f .  (Feb.  2 ) ;  Oak land  Forum, O ak land ,  C a l i f .  (Feb.
3 ) ;  D e t r o i t  Town H a l l  S e r i e s ,  D e t r o i t ,  Mich,  (Feb.  1 6 ) ;  C i n 
c i n n a t i  Univ\  , C i n c i n n a t i ,  Ohio (Feb.  1 7 ) ;  The C r i c h t o n  C lub ,  
Columbus, Ohio (Feb.  1 8 ) ;  Oak Park  Forum, Oak P a r k ,  111.
(Feb.  1 2 ) . ]

^®New York T im e s , March 31,  1938, p.  21.

99i b i d . , J a n u a r y  18, 1939,  p. 15. 

lOOl b i d . , May 28 ,  1939, I I I ,  6. 

l ^ ^ I b i d . , November 3,  1940,  p .  48. 

^ ^ ^ S c h o r e r ,  p . 665.
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F a s c i s m  Happen H e r e ? " ; ^ ^ ^  h e  h o n o r e d  E r n e s t  Hemingway i n  an  

a d d r e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  L im i t e d  E d i t i o n s

1 9 4 2 . - - L e w is  t a u g h t  a n o t h e r  w r i t i n g  c l a s s ,  t h i s  t im e  

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a ; h e  l e c t u r e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  

a t  Hamline  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  S a i n t  P a u l ,  on " E n v i r o n m e n t s  D o n ' t  

Make W r i t e r s " ;  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a  h e  spoke  t o  a  

L a d i e s '  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y  on " S t a y  W es t ,  Young Woman"; h e  

t h o u g h t  h i s  s p e e c h  i n  Sauk C e n t r e  a t  t h e  s e v e n t y - f i f t h  a n n i 

v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  "was a  g r e a t  

s u c c e s s ."10 6

1 94 3 . - - L e w is  a p p e a r e d  on r a d i o  p r o g r a m s ;  once  he  

made an  a p p e a l  f o r  war  b o n d s ,  t w i c e  he  a p p e a r e d  on I n f o r m a 

t i o n  P l e a s e , and once  h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  p r o 

gram , I n v i t a t i o n  t o  L e a r n in g  ; 10^ Lewis made a n o t h e r  d e b a t e  

t o u r  w i t h  Lewis B r o w n e . 108

lO^I b i d . , p. 683.

104% bid . , November 2 7 ,  1941,  p. 21.

^ ^ ^ S c h o r e r ,  p.  684.

^ ^ ^ L e w i s ' s  d i a r y  c i t e d  by S c h o r e r ,  pp.  6 8 6 -8 7 .

^ S c h o r e r ,  p .  702.

lOSj b i d . , p . 708.  [The f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h  from t h e  
b i o g r a p h y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  r i g o r s  o f  t h e  s c h e d u l e :  "Thus on
O c to b e r  4 he  was o f f  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  now f a m i l i a r  d e b a t e s  i n  
towns and c i t i e s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  F a r  and  M id d le  West : S a l t
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1 9 4 4 . - -T h e  n o v e l i s t  cam paigned  b r i e f l y  f o r  F .  D. R. 

by s p e a k i n g  a t  a  r a l l y  i n  M adison  S q u a re  G arden  s p o n s o r e d  by 

t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  V o t e r s  Committee  o f  t h e  A r t s  and S c i e n c e s  

and  by g i v i n g  a s h o r t  r a d i o  a d d r e s s ;^^9 d e b a t e d  a g a i n  

w i t h  Lewis B ro w n e ;1^0 ^g d e l i v e r e d  an e i g h t  m in u te  r a d i o  a d 

d r e s s ,  "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a c e " a  q u a r 

r e l  w i t h  B e r n a r d  De Voto ended  when Lewis made t h e  s e c o n d i n g  

s p e e c h  as  De V o t e ' s  name came up f o r  m em bersh ip  i n  t h e  Na

t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e . 112

1 9 4 5 . - - L e w is  gave  t h e  commencement a d d r e s s ,  "The 

E x c i t e m e n t  o f  L e a r n i n g , "  a t  t h e  S t a t e  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e  i n  

D u l u t h ;  t h e  a u t h o r  s t a r t e d  a s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  on "The 

C r a f t  o f  W r i t i n g  (and t h e  A r t  o f  R e a d i n g ) " ; wh i l e  h«le was

L ake ,  S pokane ,  S e a t t l e ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  Kansas  C i t y ,  M i n n e a p o l i s  
s o l e l y  f o r  a p a r t y ,  Eau C l a i r e ,  W i s c o n s i n - - o n  and on ,  u n t i l  
November 26 ,  when he  was back i n  New York f o r  two p e r f o r m 
a n c e s  a t  Town H a l l  on December 2 ,  a n o t h e r  i n  New R o c h e l l e  on 
t h e  n e x t  n i g h t ,  and  t h e n ,  from December 7 t o  December 10, i n  
E n d i c o t t ,  New York ,  and T o r o n t o ,  Canada ,  and t h e  t o u r  was 
o v e r ,  and  p r e s e n t l y  h e  was back  i n  New York and ' t h e  s t i l l  
b e a t i t u d e  o f  300 C e n t r a l  Park  W e s t , ' w here  he  s u f f e r e d  an 
a t t a c k  o f  i n f l u e n z a . " ]

l ^ ^ New York T im e s , S e p tem ber  22 ,  1944, p. 1.

l l O s c h o r e r ,  pp.  72 1 -2 2 .

l l l h e w i s  p a p e r s  a t  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y .

l l ^ S c h o r e r ,  p . 724.

l l ^ I b i d . , p. 734.
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w o rk in g  on K in g s b lo o d  Royal  h e  l e c t u r e d  t o  a  l a r g e  s t u d e n t  

g ro u p  i n  C o lum bia ,  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  t o  B e n e d i c t  C o l l e g e  (a  

Negro B a p t i s t  I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  C o l u m b i a ) , and t o  So u th  C a r o 

l i n a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  f o r  Negroes  a t  O r a n g e b u r g . 114

1 9 4 7 . - -L e w is  made h i s  l a s t  sp e e c h  i n  Sauk C e n t r e  

when he  spoke  a t  a  b a n q u e t  o f  t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce i n  

O c to b e r ,

1 94 9 . - -T h e  n o v e l i s t  l e c t u r e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  

o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L e id e n  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .1^^

1 95 0 . - - I n  A p r i l ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis gave  h i s  l a s t  p u b l i c  

l e c t u r e  t o  t h e  Unione F l o r e n t i n e  i n  t h e  P a l a z z i o  S t r o z z i . H ^

C o n c lu s io n

"Red" L ew is ,  t h e  r e b e l  from Sauk C e n t r e ,  l i v e d  an 

e x c i t i n g  th ough  r a r e l y  happy  l i f e ;  fame was h i s ,  f o r t u n e  was 

h i s ,  but  n e v e r  c o n te n tm e n t .  What c o n c l u s i o n s  can be drawn 

from an e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  l i f e ?  Many t h o u g h t  him a hack  

w r i t e r ,  b u t  o t h e r s  t h o u g h t  h e  j u s t l y  d e s e r v e d  t h e  Nobel

^^^ I b i d . , p . 742. 

l ^ ^ I b i d . , p. 765.

^ ^ ^ L e w is ' s  p a p e r s  a t  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  i n c l u d e  t h e  
" .l ine  f o r  t h i s  s p e e c h .

^^^See A ppendix  I I  f o r  a  more c o m p le te  l i s t  o f  
L e w i s ' s s p e a k i n g .
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P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e .  He was o u t s p o k e n ,  f r e e  from h y p o c r i s y ,  

and  had  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s e e  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  a  p u b l i c  i s s u e .

As a  r e s u l t  h e  r e m a in e d  a f i g u r e  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  t h r o u g h o u t  

h i s  c a r e e r .  I f  some A m ericans  t h o u g h t  h e  h a t e d  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  t h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  h e  was an  o p t i m i s t i c  e v a n g e l i s t  o f  

t h e  r o m a n t i c  A m erican  dream. He b e l i e v e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

s h o u l d  be a  l a n d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  and c o m p le te  

f r eed om .  H is  s p e c i a l  t a r g e t  was t y r a n n y  i n  any  form. He 

owed much t o  h i s  i d o l  D i c k e n s ,  and t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e i r  

c a r e e r s  and l i f e  i s  a p t ;  p e r h a p s  t h e  most  t e l l i n g  comment i s  

t h a t  t h e y  were  b o th  " g r e a t  e n l a r g e r s  o f  t h e  s e n s e  o f  l i f e . "

Lewis seemed t o  r e f l e c t  i n  h i s  s p e a k i n g  a s i m i l a r  

d e s i r e  t o  e x p r e s s  "a n  a u t h e n t i c  f e e l i n g . "  Most o f  h i s  

s p e e c h e s  d e a l t  w i t h  some form o f  t h e  theme t h a t  r e a d i n g  i s  

an  a r t  w h ich  makes a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s e r 

v a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  human s p i r i t .  Lewis i l l u s 

t r a t e d  t h e  theme w i t h  t o p i c a l  exam ples  from c o n te m p o r a r y  

e v e n t s ,  and  a s  a r e s u l t  s t i r r e d  up a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t r o v e r s y .

He som etim es  s a i d  h e  d i s l i k e d  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  and h e  b i t 

t e r l y  s a t i r i z e d  t h e  A m erican  o r a t o r  i n  many o f  h i s  n o v e l s ;  

b u t  h e  d i d  sp eak  o f t e n  a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  most  p r e s s  a c c o u n t s ,  

w i t h  s u c c e s s - - i f  a  warm a u d i e n c e  r e s p o n s e  i s  a  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  

e v a l u a t i n g  s u c c e s s f u l  s p e a k i n g .  C h a p t e r  I I I  w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e
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t h r e e  o f  L e w i s ' s  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s e s  i n  d e t a i l .

A c low n,  a r e b e l ,  an o a f - - t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  S i n c l a i r  

Lewis d e f i e s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  t h a t  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  

h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f a s c i n a t e  A m e r i c a n s - - h e  i s  so  l i k e  them.



CHAPTER I I I  

AN ANALYSIS OF SELECTED LEWIS ADDRESSES 

I n t r o d u c t i o n

On December 10,  1930, Dr. E r i k  Axel  K a r l f e l d t ,  P e r 

m anent  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Swedish  Academy, i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  

w o r ld  t h e  f i r s t  Am erican  t o  w in  t h e  Nobel P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a 

t u r e :  "Yes ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis i s  an Am erican .  He w r i t e s  t h e

new l a n g u a g e - - A m e r i c a n - - a s  one o f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  

1 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  s o u l s . "1 S i n c l a i r  Lewis n o t  o n l y  w r o t e  a s  an 

A m er ican ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  from a d o l e s c e n c e  t o  t h e  y e a r  o f  h i s  

d e a t h ,  he  spoke  as  an  Am erican .

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  i d e a s  

e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h r e e  o f  h i s  m ost  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d r e s s e s :  "The

A m erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  "Enemies o f  t h e  B ook ,"  and 

"The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a c e .

^ " S i n c l a i r  Lewis and  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e , "  S a t u r d a y  Re
v i e w  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , V I I  ( J a n u a r y  10, 1 9 3 1 ) ,  525.

2
The t e x t  o f  "The A m erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e "  q u o te d  

i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  r e v i s e d  by Lewis

71
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The Nobel  a c c e p t a n c e  a d d r e s s  e v a l u a t e d  Am erican  l i t 

e r a t u r e  up t o  1930, and p r e d i c t e d  f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n t .  In  

t h i s ,  Lewis s t r e s s e d  t h e  u n iq u e  p rob lem s  o f  t h e  American  

w r i t e r ,  b u t  he  a l s o  i m p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  E u ro p ean  a r t i s t  f a c e d  

s i m i l a r  o n e s .  B a s i c a l l y ,  as  t h e  t i t l e  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  s u b 

s t a n c e  o f  t h e  sp e e c h  was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  A m erican  l i t e r 

a t u r e  t o  A m erican  s o c i e t y .

Lewis e n t e r t a i n i n g l y  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  "Enemies o f  t h e  

Book” a d d r e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  American  B o o k s e l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  

t h e i r  a n n u a l  d i n n e r  i n  New York C i t y ,  May 11, 1936. Because  

o f  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r o l e s  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e  

n o v e l i s t ' s  words were  a b o u t  p a r t i c u l a r  p rob lem s f a c i n g  th e  

p u b l i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s .  The s p e e c h ,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  was p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  r e l e v a n c y  o f

and p u b l i s h e d  i n  The Man from Main S t r e e t , ed .  H a r r y  E.
Maule and M e l v i l l e  H. Cane (New York :  Random House,  19 53 ) ,
pp .  4 - 1 7 .  [From t im e  t o  t im e  t h i s  t e x t  i s  compared t o  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  made by a r e p o r t e r  f o r  t h e  New 
York Times t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s :  New York T im e s , Decem
b e r  13,  1930, p. 12. The t i t l e ,  "The Am erican  F e a r  o f  L i t 
e r a t u r e , "  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  sp e e c h  when i t  was e d i t e d  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  The Man from Main S t r e e t . ]

The t e x t  o f  "Enemies o f  t h e  Book" q u o te d  i s  t h e  one 
t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  P u b l i s h e r s  ' W eek ly , CXXIX (May 2 3 ,  1936), 
2011-14 .  [The o r i g i n a l  t y p e d  m a n u s c r i p t  w i t h  L e w i s ' s  c o r r e c 
t i o n  was a l s o  exam ined ,  s e e  Lewis p a p e r s ,  Ya le  L i b r a r y . ]

The t e x t  o f  "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P eace"  
q u o te d  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  The Man from Main S t r e e t , pp .  32 -3 6 .  
[The r a d i o  s c r i p t  o f  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  was a l s o  s t u d i e d ,  s ee  
Lewis p a p e r s ,  Y a le  L i b r a r y . ]
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l i t e r a t u r e  t o  Am erican  c u l t u r e .

D u r in g  t h e  f i n a l  days  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  World War, L ew is ,  

a s  many o t h e r  s e r i o u s  A m e r ic a n s ,  f e l t  t h a t  w in n in g  a j u s t  

p e a c e  was a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  w in n in g  t h e  g l o b a l  w a r .  The a d d r e s s ,  

"The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a c e , "  was b r o a d c a s t  

December 16,  1944.  T h is  r a d i o  t a l k  exp anded  h i s  e a r l i e r  c o n 

c e r n  w i t h  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  w r i t e r  t o  Am erican  s o c i e t y ,  t o  

an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i s t ,  s c i e n t i s t ,  i n d e e d  

a l l  c r e a t i v e  p e o p l e ,  t o  w o r ld  s o c i e t y .

"The A m erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e "

The Nobel  Award was p r e s e n t e d  t o  S i n c l a i r  Lewis by 

King G u s ta v  o f  Sweden a t  t h e  Nobel F e s t i v a l  i n  t h e  S tockho lm  

C o n c e r t  House on December 10, 1930, b u t  t h e  n o v e l i s t  d i d  n o t  

sp e ak  u n t i l  two days  l a t e r  a t  a ceremony b e f o r e  t h e  Swedish  

Academy o f  L e t t e r s  h e l d  a t  t h e  S tock  Exchange H a l l .

" R e d - f a c e d  and a s  n e r v o u s  as  a  s c h o o l b o y , S i n c l a i r  

Lewis w a lk ed  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h e e r i n g  t h r o n g  i n  t h e  S tockho lm  

C o n c e r t  House t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  f i r s t  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e  

p r e s e n t e d  t o  an  Am erican .  By t h e  t im e  King C u s t a f  h a n d ed  

him t h e  P r i z e  many A m ericans  h ad  a l r e a d y  e x p r e s s e d  d ism ay .

^New York Times,  December 11, 1930,  p. 7
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The A r t i s t  V e r s u s  Am erica

The New York Times r e p o r t e d  t h a t  H en ry  Van Dyke,

P r i n c e t o n  p r o f e s s o r  and n o t e d  a u t h o r ,  c a l l e d  t h e  award  a n

" i n s u l t " ^  t o  A m e r ica ,  b u t  Dr.  Van Dyke c o r r e c t e d  them:

I  n e v e r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  award  o f  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  
L i t e r a t u r e  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  ’’Main S t r e e t "  and "E lm er  
G a n t r y "  was an  " i n s u l t  t o  A m e r i c a , "  I  s a i d  i t  was a  
b a c k - h a n d e d  c o m p l im e n t .  . . .

T he re  was n o t h i n g  p e r s o n a l  i n  my r e m a r k s .  They 
w ere  a comment on t h a t  s c h o o l  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  w h ich  
f o u l s  i t s  own n e s t . 5

Edwin Markham, n o t e d  p o e t ,  t h o u g h t  Lewis "u n w o r th y  

o f  so  g r e a t  an h o n o r . "&

A s q u i b  i n  t h e  New York Times lampooned:  " T h e re  i s

a d e p r e s s i o n  i n  A m er ica .  What i s  t h e  s i g n ?  T h i s ,  t h a t  S i n 

c l a i r  Lewis g o t  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e .

While  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  New York Times sum m arized  

t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  many A m ericans  when he  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  

A m erica  o f  S i n c l a i r  Lewis was " n o t  t h e s e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "8 

Dr.  K a r l f e l d t  o f  t h e  Sw edish  Academy e x p r e s s e d  t h e  v iew  o f

^ I b i d . , November 2 9 ,  1930,  p. 1.

^ I b i d . , December 1, 1930,  p .  44.

^ I b i d . , December 6 ,  1930,  p.  12.

^I b i d . , December 21 ,  1930,  IX, 4 .

^ I b i d . , December 15,  1930, p. 22.
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many E u ro p e a n s  when h e  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e

n o v e l i s t  t o  t h e  Academy a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e s e  r e m a r k s :

He [Lewis]  a s k s  u s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h i s  n a t i o n  
[ U n i t e d  S t a t e s ]  i s  n o t  y e t  f i n i s h e d  o r  m e l t e d  down; 
t h a t  i t  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  y e a r s  o f  
a d o l e s c e n c e .

The new g r e a t  Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  s t a r t e d  
w i t h  n a t i o n a l  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m .  I t  i s  a  s i g n  o f  
h e a l t h .  S i n c l a i r  Lewis h a s  t h e  b l e s s e d  g i f t  o f  
w i e l d i n g  h i s  l a n d - c l e a r i n g  im p le m e n t ,  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  
a f i r m  h a n d ,  b u t  w i t h  a  s m i l e  on h i s  l i p s  and y o u th  
i n  h i s  h e a r t .  He h a s  t h e  m anners  o f  a  p i o n e e r .  He 
i s  a  new b u i l d e r . 9

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  Dr. K a r l f e l d t ' s  k i n d  comments o r  t h e  g e n e r a l

E u ro p ea n  a c c l a i m ,  many Am ericans  found  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c e p t

t h e  h o n o r  b e in g  p a i d  t o  S i n c l a i r  Lewis .

Lewis was w e l l  aware  o f  t h e  rem a rk s  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y 

men- - r e m a rk s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  w ha t  he  t h o u g h t  o f  as  " a  

g r e a t  h o n o r "  and f o r  w hich  he  was "p ro u d  and g r a t e f u l , "  

s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  f e l l o w - A m e r i c a n s  r e g a r d e d  as  a n a t i o n a l  i n 

s u l t .  ^0 H um orously ,  he  had  s a i d  t o  London r e p o r t e r s :  "My

w i f e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  o n l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p e o p le  r e c e i v e d  t h e  

N obe l  p r i z e s ,  b u t  when i t  was bes to w ed  upon me she  s u d d e n l y  

r e j e c t e d  t h a t  t h e o r y .  I  h a v e  no lo n g  g r a y  b e a r d ,  n o r  an 

i n t e l l i g e n t  f a c e ,  n o r  do I  command a r e f i n e d  v o c a b u l a r y .

^ E r i k  Axel  K a r l f e l d t ,  " S i n c l a i r  Lewis and t h e  Nobe l
P r i z e , "  p. 525.

l^ New Yc

l ^ I b i d . , December 10, 1930, p. 14.

^^New York Times, November 30 ,  1930,  p. 5.



76

S t i l l ,  t h e  words o f  Van Dyke t h a t  Lewis was p a r t  o f  a s c h o o l  

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  "which  f o u l s  i t s  own n e s t "  must  ha v e  r a n k l e d .  

What a c o n t r a s t  t h e y  were  t o  t h e  words  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  c i t a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  Swedish  Academy: "The 1930 Nobel P r i z e  i n  L i t 

e r a t u r e  i s  awarded t o  S i n c l a i r  Lewis f o r  h i s  p o w e r f u l  and 

v i v i d  a r t  o f  d e s c r i p t i o n  and h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  u s e  w i t  and 

humor i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r s .

The Speech

W hateve r  f e a r s  Lewis had  as  he  paced  up and down th e  

c o r r i d o r  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  s t a g e  p l a t f o r m  o f  t h e  o l d  S to c k  Ex

change  H a l l ,  " p r e s s i n g  h i s  c h i n  a g a i n s t  h i s  s t i f f  s h i r t f r o n t ,  

f i d g e t i n g  w i t h  h i s  t i e  and showing a l l  t h e  symptoms o f  a c u t e  

s t a g e  f r i g h t , "13 when he  mounted t h e  p l a t f o r m  t o  s p e a k ,  he  

found  a r e s p o n s i v e  a u d i e n c e .

He spoke  i n  E n g l i s h ,  w i t h  h i s  n a t u r a l  M id w e s te rn  a c 

c e n t  and u s u a l  " g y m n a s t i c  w i t h  h a n d s  and e y e g l a s s e s . Most  

o f  t h e  a u d ie n c e  u n d e r s t o o d  E n g l i s h  and t h e y  lau g h e d  f r e e l y  

a t  h i s  b a rb s  a g a i n s t  Van Dyke t o  whom he  r e f e r r e d  n o t  by name

l ^ I b i d . , December 12, 1930, p. 14. The c i t a t i o n  was 
accom panied  by an e n g ra v e d  check  f o r  a b o u t  $ 4 6 ,3 5 0 .

13
New York T im e s , December 13,  1930,  p .  1. 

l ^ I b i d .
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b u t ,  f i r s t ,  a s  a  "most a m ia b le  o l d  g e n t l e m a n  . . . known 

c h i e f l y  f o r  p l e a s a n t  e s s a y s  on t h e  j o y s  o f  f i s h i n g , a n d ,  

f i n a l l y ,  a s  t h e  " f i s h i n g  A c a d e m ic ia n . " ^ ^  L e w i s ' s  s t y l e  was 

e a s y  and c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  w i t h  h i s  u s u a l  w i t ,  i r o n y ,  e x a g g e r a 

t i o n ,  and showmanship;  h e  r e c e i v e d  p r o l o n g e d  a p p l a u s e  a t  t h e  

c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s .

I n t r o d u c t i o n . - - B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  

"ho n o r  and p l e a s u r e "  he  f e l t ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  g r a t i t u d e  w i t h  

a p l a i n  " th a n k  y o u . "  N e x t ,  he  c a r e f u l l y  s t a t e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  

o f  t h e  a d d r e s s :  " I  w i s h ,  i n  t h i s  a d d r e s s ,  t o  c o n s i d e r  c e r 

t a i n  t r e n d s ,  c e r t a i n  d a n g e r s ,  and c e r t a i n  h i g h  and e x c i t i n g  

p r o m is e s  i n  p r e s e n t - d a y  American  l i t e r a t u r e .

Aware he  m ig h t  be c r i t i c i z e d  a t  home f o r  s p e a k i n g  so  

f r a n k l y  o f  Am erican  w e a k n e s s e s ,  he  a t t e m p t e d  t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  

s t a t e m e n t s  by w a r n in g  he  would  n o t  i n s u l t  h i s  a u d i e n c e  by 

" b e in g  o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  c o m p l e t e l y  h o n e s t ,  how ever  i n d i s c r e e t . "  

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  he  s a i d :  " I t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  me t o

be a l i t t l e  i m p o l i t e  r e g a r d i n g  c e r t a i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p e r 

so n s  o f  my own g r e a t l y  b e lo v e d  l a n d ." ^ ®

^ ^ S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  "The Am erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "
p. 5.

^^I b i d . ,  p.  7. 

l ^ i b i d . , p.  4 .

IBlbid.
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Aware, t o o ,  t h a t  e v e n  some i n  t h e  S tockho lm  a u d i e n c e  

m ig h t  t h i n k  h i s  words m o t i v a t e d  by a  p e r s o n a l  g ru d g e  a g a i n s t  

" c e r t a i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p e r s o n s , "  h e  s t a t e d  b l u n t l y :  " I

am i n  no c a s e  g r a t i f y i n g  a  g r u d g e .  F o r t u n e  h a s  d e a l t  w i t h  

me r a t h e r  t o o  w e l l .  I  h a v e  known l i t t l e  s t r u g g l e ,  n o t  much 

p o v e r t y ,  many g e n e r o s i t i e s . "  To e m p h a s iz e  t h e  e q u a n i m i t y  

w i t h  w hich  he  a c c e p t e d  many p a s t  c r i t i c a l  a t t a c k s ,  h e  hum or

o u s l y  m e n t io n e d  "one  good p a s t o r  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  who upon r e a d 

i n g  'E lm er  G a n t r y '  d e s i r e d  t o  l e a d  a mob t o  l y n c h  me, w h i l e  

a n o t h e r  h o l y  man i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Maine w ondered  i f  t h e r e  was 

no r e s p e c t a b l e  and r i g h t e o u s  way o f  p u t t i n g  me i n  j a i l . "

But t h e  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  h u r t  m ost  was from "a  c e r t a i n  number 

o f  o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  among j o u r n a l i s t s "  who s i n c e  t h e y  knew 

him p e r s o n a l l y  c o n c l u d e d  h e  "m ust  be a r a t h e r  low s o r t  o f  

f e l l o w  and c e r t a i n l y  no w r i t e r . "  S t i l l ,  Lewis c h e e r f u l l y  

ackno w led g ed  t h a t  he  had  "h e a v e d  a  good many b r i c k s "  h i m s e l f ;  

i t  would  be " f a t u o u s  n o t  t o  e x p e c t  t o  r e c e i v e  a  f a i r  number 

i n  r e t u r n . "19

T h u s ,  Lewis e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  s t a t e 

m ents  t h a t  w h i l e  h e  was aware  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e t t l e  

o l d  g r u d g e s ,  h e  i n t e n d e d  h i s  s p e e c h  t o  be n o t  a  c o m p l a i n t  

f o r  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  " f o r  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and i t s

l ^ I b i d .
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s t a n d i n g  i n  a c o u n t r y  w here  i n d u s t r i a l i s m  and f i n a n c e  and  

s c i e n c e  f l o u r i s h  and t h e  o n l y  a r t s  t h a t  a r e  v i t a l  and r e 

s p e c t e d  a r e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and  t h e  film."^0

D i s c u s s i o n . - - H a v i n g  s t a t e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  a d 

d r e s s  and t h e  m o t iv e  f o r  h i s  c a n d i d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  " c e r t a i n  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p e r s o n s , "  he  began  t o  document h i s  theme 

t h a t  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  l a c k e d  s t a n d a r d s  

and t h a t  i t  was n e i t h e r  v i t a l  n o r  r e s p e c t e d  i n  A m erica .  Lewis 

u s e d  Van D y k e 's  c r i t i c i s m  a s  an example  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  a t t i 

t u d e  o f  Am ericans  tow ard  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  a r t i s t s .  S a t i r i 

c a l l y ,  he  i d e n t i f i e d  Van Dyke a s  a  w r i t e r  o f  e s s a y s  on f i s h 

i n g ,  a s  a s c h o l a r ,  as  a d o c t o r  o f  d i v i n i t y ,  and a s  a d o c t o r

o f  l e t t e r s ,  a n d ,  t h e n ,  Lewis m o c k in g ly  e x p r e s s e d  amazement

? 1t h a t  Van Dyke, a  "man so  l e a r n e d , "  s h o u l d  ha v e  f e l t  t h e  

N obel  Committee  and th e  Swedish  Academy had  i n s u l t e d  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  by o f f e r i n g  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  t o  a  f e l l o w  A m eri 

c a n .  Lewis su p p o s e d  " so  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s c h o l a r " ^ ^  w ould  

h a v e  r e a s o n e d  i n  t h i s  way:

" A l th ou g h  I  p e r s o n a l l y  d i s l i k e  t h i s  m a n 's  book,  n e v e r 
t h e l e s s  t h e  Swedish  Academy h a s  i n  c h o o s in g  him h o n 
o r e d  Am erica  by a ssu m in g  t h e  A m ericans  a r e  no l o n g e r

ZOl b i d . , p .  5.

Z^I b i d .

2 2 l b i d . , p. 6.
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a p u e r i l e  backwoods c l a n ,  so  i n f e r i o r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
a f r a i d  o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  a n a t i o n  come o f  
age  and a b l e  t o  c o n s i d e r  c a lm ly  and m a t u r e l y  any 
d i s s e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l a n d ,  however  s c o f f i n g , "23

D e f i n i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  " s c o f f i n g , "  t h e  n o v e l i s t  p r o 

t e s t e d  t h a t  h i s  "most  a n a r c h i s t i c  a s s e r t i o n  h a s  been  t h a t  

A m er ica ,  w i t h  a l l  h e r  w e a l t h  and power,  h a s  n o t  y e t  p ro d u ce d  

a  c i v i l i z a t i o n  good enough t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  d e e p e s t  w an ts  o f  

human c r e a t u r e s . "  B u t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  

" l e a r n e d  f i s h e r m a n "  was n o t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  i t s e l f ,  b u t  o n l y  as 

i t  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h a t  " i n  America  most  o f  u s - - n o t  r e a d e r s  a lo n e  

b u t  even  w r i t e r s - - a r e  s t i l l  a f r a i d  o f  any l i t e r a t u r e  which  

i s  n o t  a g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  A m erican ,  a g l o r i f i c a 

t i o n  o f  o u r  f a u l t s  a s  w e l l  as  o u r  v i r t u e s .

The q u e s t i o n  i m p l i e d  i n  L e w i s ' s  rem arks  was:  What

i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  a r t i s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  w r i t e r ,  

t o  American c u l t u r e ?  The n o v e l i s t  c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  

s e t  f o r  American a u t h o r s  a r e  n o t  due t o  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n  

o r  e n l i g h t e n e d  c r i t i c i s m  b u t  imposed by th e  A m e r i c a n ' s  p r o 

v i n c i a l  c o n c e p t  o f  h i s  own n a t i o n .  T r u e ,  L e w i s ' s  books were  

b e s t - s e l l e r s ,  b u t  t h e  a u t h o r  was n e v e r  " b e l o v e d "  i n  h i s  own 

l a n d .  What was t h e  image an a r t i s t  must  c r e a t e  t o  be " r e a l l y

23 I b i d . , p.  5. The l a s t  p h r a s e ,  "however  s c o f f i n g , "  
i s  m i s s i n g  i n  t h e  t e x t  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  New York T im e s .

^ ^L ew is ,  "American  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p. 6.
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b e lo v e d ? "

To be n o t  o n l y  a b e s t - s e l l e r  i n  A m erica  b u t  t o  be 
r e a l l y  b e l o v e d ,  a  n o v e l i s t  m us t  a s s e r t  t h a t  a l l  
A m erican  men a r e  t a l l ,  handsom e,  r i c h ,  h o n e s t ,  and 
p o w e r f u l  a t  g o l f ;  t h a t  a l l  c o u n t r y  towns a r e  f i l l e d  
w i t h  n e i g h b o r s  who do n o t h i n g  from day  t o  day sa v e  
go a b o u t  b e in g  k i n d  t o  one a n o t h e r ;  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  
A m erican  g i r l s  may be w i l d ,  t h e y  change  a lw ays  i n t o  
p e r f e c t  w iv e s  and m o t h e r s ;  and t h a t ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  
A m erica  i s  composed s o l e l y  o f  New York ,  w hich  i s  
i n h a b i t e d  e n t i r e l y  by m i l l i o n a i r e s ;  o f  t h e  W est ,  
w h ich  k e ep s  u n ch an ged  a l l  t h e  b o i s t e r o u s  h e r o i s m  o f  
1870; and o f  t h e  S o u th ,  w here  e v e r y  one l i v e s  on a 
p l a n t a t i o n  p e r p e t u a l l y  g l o s s y  w i t h  m o o n l i g h t  and
s c e n t e d  w i t h  m a g n o l i a s . 25

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h i s  w o r ld  g i a n t  s t i l l  r e g a r d e d  h e r s e l f  a s  a 

s i m p le  " p a s t o r a l "  l a n d ,  r e f u s e d  t o  acknow ledge  she  had  p a s s e d  

t h r o u g h  a g r e a t  i n d u s t r i a l  and s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and d i s r e 

g a r d e d  t h e  c h an g e s  i n  h e r  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  She ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  h o n o r e d  t h e  w r i t e r s  who would c h a n t :

A m erica  o f  a h u n d re d  and tw e n ty  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  
i s  s t i l l  a s  s i m p l e ,  a s  p a s t o r a l ,  a s  i t  was when i t  
h a d  b u t  f o r t y  m i l l i o n ;  t h a t  i n  an i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t  
w i t h  t e n  t h o u s a n d  e m p lo y ee s ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e 
tween  t h e  w o r k e r  and t h e  m anager  i s  s t i l l  as  n e i g h 
b o r l y  and uncom plex  as  i n  a  f a c t o r y  o f  1840,  w i t h  
f i v e  e m p lo y e e s ;  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be tw een  
f a t h e r  and s o n ,  be tw een  h u sb a n d  and w i f e ,  a r e  p r e 
c i s e l y  t h e  same i n  an  a p a r t m e n t  i n  a t h i r t y - s t o r y  
p a l a c e  t o d a y ,  w i t h  t h r e e  m o to r  c a r s  a w a i t i n g  t h e  
f a m i l y  be low and f i v e  books on t h e  l i b r a r y  s h e l v e s  
and a d i v o r c e  im m inent  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  n e x t  week,  as  
w ere  t h o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  a  r o s e - v e i l e d  f i v e -  
room c o t t a g e  i n  1880;  t h a t ,  i n  f i n e ,  America  h a s  gone 
t h r o u g h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  change  from r u s t i c  c o lo n y

25ibid.
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t o  w o r l d - e m p i r e  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  i n  t h e  l e a s t  a l t e r e d  
t h e  b u c o l i c  and P u r i t a n i c  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  U n c le  S a m . 26

T h u s ,  Lewis i r o n i c a l l y  made h i s  p o i n t .  Am erica  o f  t h e  tw e n 

t i e t h  c e n t u r y  was n o t  t h e  same a s  A m erica  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  and when A m er icans  l i v i n g  i n  a  new age  a p p l i e d  t h e

r u l e s ,  t h e o r i e s ,  and h a b i t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e y

became f o o l s  and h y p o c r i t e s - - f u n n y , t r a g i c ,  B a b b i t t s .  N e v e r 

t h e l e s s ,  t h e  w r i t e r  who d a r e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  them, d a r e d  t o  

p i c t u r e  t h e  s p l i t  b e tw een  t h e  image and  t h e  r e a l i t y ,  c o u ld  

n o t  hope  f o r  lo v e  from h i s  sh o c k e d  co un t ry m en .

P e rh a p s  t h e  a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n  c o u ld  n o t  be blamed f o r  

f a i l i n g  t o  h o n o r  a n o v e l i s t  who l a u g h e d  a t  h im .  But w h a t  o f  

t h e  men and women o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  w o r ld  i t s e l f ?  F o r  an  e x 

ample  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  Am erican  l i t e r a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  

s e t  up s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  a r t ,  Lewis c h o o se  t h e  Am erican  Acad

emy o f  A r t s  and L e t t e r s ,  The Academy, c r e a t e d  i n  1904 and

i n c o r p o r a t e d  by an Act  o f  C o n g re s s  i n  1916,  was an  e x c l u s i v e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  t o p  f i f t y  l i t e r a r y  n o t a b l e s .  

Lewis a c c u s e d  t h e  Academy o f  c u t t i n g  " i t s e l f  o f f  from so  much 

o f  w ha t  i s  l i v i n g  and v i g o r o u s  and o r i g i n a l  i n  Am erican  l e t 

t e r s , "  and r e p r e s e n t i n g  n o t  t h e  l i t e r a r y  A m erica  o f  t h e  d a y .

Z ^ I b i d . , pp.  6 - 7 .



83

b u t  " o n l y  H enry  Wadsworth L o n g f e l l o w . T h e  Academy was an 

o u t s t a n d i n g  e x am ple ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L ew is ,  o f  " t h e  d i v o r c e  i n  

A m erican  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  from a l l  a u t h e n t i c  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

i m p o r t a n c e  and r e a l i t y . "^8  Now, Lewis began  h i s  a n sw e r  t o  

t h e  q u e s t i o n .  What i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  a r t i s t  

t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e ?  H is  a n sw e r :  t h e r e  was a d i v o r c e

be tw een  A m erican  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  and t h e  main  s t r e a m  o f  

s o c i e t y .

S t i l l  w o r r i e d  t h a t  t h e  a u d i e n c e  m ig h t  f e e l  h e  was 

making t h e s e  c h a r g e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c r i t i c i s m  he  had  

r e c e i v e d ,  Lewis " im a g in e d "  w ha t  m ig h t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  i f  o t h e r  

Am erican  w r i t e r s  had  been  c h o se n  i n s t e a d  o f  h i m s e l f  ( t h i s ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  gave  him an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  name t h e  l i t e r a r y  men 

and women h e  r e s p e c t e d ,  and ,  a l s o ,  t o  show how any A m erican  

a r t i s t  o f  m e r i t  would  b e a r  t h e  same r e j e c t i o n  h e  d i d ) .  "S u p 

p o se  you [Sw edish  Academy] h a d  t a k e n  T heodore  D r e i s e r " ;  w e l l ,  

D r e i s e r  i s  " u s u a l l y  u n a p p r e c i a t e d , "  i n d e e d  " o f t e n  h a t e d , "  

th o u g h  D r e i s e r  was t h e  p i o n e e r  i n  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f r e e 

i n g  t h e  modern w r i t e r  from " V i c t o r i a n ,  H o w e l l s i a n  t i m i d i t y  

and g e n t i l i t y "  and p r o d u c in g  a  f i c t i o n  o f  " h o n e s t  b o l d n e s s

27Ibid., p. 11.

ZGlbid., p. 12
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and p a s s i o n  o f  l i f e . ”29 H is  f i r s t  n o v e l ,  S i s t e r  C a r r i e , was 

t h e  " f i r s t  f r e s h  a i r  s i n c e  Mark Twain and W hitm an .” But i f  

t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  were  o f f e r e d  t o  D r e i s e r ,  t h e  Academy would 

h e a r  " g r o a n s  from A m e r i c a . ” Why? " I n  D r e i s e r ' s  w o r ld  men 

and women a r e  o f t e n  s i n f u l  and t r a g i c  and d e s p a i r i n g  i n s t e a d  

o f  b e in g  f o r e v e r  sunny  and f u l l  o f  song and v i r t u e ,  as  b e f i t s  

a u t h e n t i c  A m e r i c a n s . "^0

What i f  t h e  Swedish  Academy had s e l e c t e d  t h e  dram a

t i s t ,  Eugene O ' N e i l l ,  who had  t r a n s f o r m e d  American t h e a t r e  

" f rom  a f a l s e  w o r ld  o f  n e a t  and co m p e te n t  t r i c k e r y  t o  a w o r ld  

o f  s p l e n d o r  and f e a r  and g r e a t n e s s " ?  They would have  been  

rem ind ed  O ' N e i l l  had done worse  t h a n  s c o f f ,  he  "had s e e n  l i f e  

a s  n o t  t o  be n e a t l y  a r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a  s c h o l a r  b u t  

as  a t e r r i f y i n g ,  m a g n i f i c e n t  and o f t e n  q u i t e  h o r r i b l e  t h i n g  

a k i n  t o  t h e  t o r n a d o ,  t h e  e a r t h q u a k e ,  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  f i r e . " ^ ^  

T h ere  were  o t h e r s :  James Branch C a b e l l  was " t o o

Z^I b i d . , p. 7. 

3 0 l b i d . , p. 8.

I b i d . [The New York T i m e s ' t e x t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
p u b l i s h e d  v e r s i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  m in o r  c h a n g e s .  N o t i c e  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  t e x t  when compared 
t o  t h i s  p a s s a g e  from t h e  New York Times t r a n s c r i p t :  " O ' N e i l l  
h a d  s e e n  l i f e  as  so m e th in g  n o t  n e a t l y  a r r a n g e d  i n  a  s t u d y ,  
b u t  as  t e r r i f y i n g ,  m a g n i f i c e n t  and o f t e n  q u i t e  h o r r i b l e ,  a  
t h i n g  a k i n  t o  a t o r n a d o ,  an e a r t h q u a k e  o r  a  d e v a s t a t i n g  
f i r e . " ]
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f a n t a s t i c a l l y  m a l i c i o u s " ;  W i l l a  G a t h e r  so  u n t r u e  t o  A m er i 

c a ' s  p a t e n t  and p e r p e t u a l  and p o s s i b l y  t e d i o u s  v i r t u o u s n e s s "  

as  t o  " p i c t u r e  . . .  an abandoned  woman who r e m a i n s , n e v e r 

t h e l e s s ,  u n c a n n i l y  cha rm ing  even  t o  t h e  v i r t u o u s ,  i n  a s t o r y  

w i t h o u t  any m o r a l " ;  Henry Mencken was " t h e  w o r s t  o f  a l l  

s c o f f e r s " S h e r w o o d  A nde rson  e s tee m e d  " s e x  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a 

f o r c e  i n  l i f e  a s  f i s h i n g " ;  Upton S i n c l a i r  a s  a s o c i a l i s t  

" s i n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e r f e c t n e s s  o f  Am erican  c a p i t a l i s t i c  m ass-  

p r o d u c t i o n " ;  J o s e p h  H e r g e s h e im e r  d a r e s  c o n s i d e r  " b e a u t y  o f  

s u r f a c e  a s  o f  some i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  e n d u ra n c e  o f  d a i l y  

l i f e " ; E r n e s t  Hemingway was t o o  young ,  and ,  f a r  w o r s e ,  " u s e s  

l a n g u a g e  w hich  s h o u l d  be unknown t o  g e n t l e m e n , "  and a l s o  

" a c k n o w le d g es  d r u n k e n n e s s  a s  one o f  m an 's  e t e r n a l  ways t o  

h a p p i n e s s ,  and a s s e r t s  t h a t  a  s o l d i e r  may f i n d  l o v e  more 

s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  t h e  h e a r t y  s l a u g h t e r  o f  men i n  b a t t l e . "^3 

Th us ,  t h e  c r i m e s  o f  L e w i s ' s  f e l l o w  r e b e l s :  t h e y ,  t o o ,  ha v e

d a r e d  t o  d e v i a t e  from t h e  p o l l y a n n a  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Amer

i c a n  l i f e .  B u t ,  though  t h e y  w ere  w ic k e d ,  Lewis spoke  o f  

them w i t h  p r i d e  " even  i n  t h e  Europe  o f  Thomas Mann, H. G. 

W e l l s ,  G a l s w o r t h y ,  Knut Hamsun, A rn o ld  B e n n e t ,  F e u c h t w a n g e r ,

32 Lewis ,  "American Fear o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p. 6,

33 I b i d . , p. 9.
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Selma L a g e r l o f ,  S l g r i d  U n d s e t ,  W erner  von  H e id e n s t a m ,  

D 'A n n u n z io ,  Romain R o l l a n d " s o ,  Lewis h a v i n g  c a l l e d  t h e  

r o l l  o f  t h o s e  h e  f e l t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b e s t  i n  A m erican  l i t e r 

a t u r e ,  b r i e f l y  h o n o r e d  t h e  n o t a b l e  w r i t e r s  o f  E u ro p e ,

R e t u r n i n g  once  more t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a  o f  t h e  a d 

d r e s s ,  he  r e p e a t e d  h i s  theme t h a t  i n  A m erica  t h e r e  a r e  " p r e g 

n a n t  and v i g o r o u s  s t a n d a r d s  i n  commerce and s c i e n c e , "  b u t  

f o r  t h e  a r t i s t  t h e r e  a r e  "no s t a n d a r d s ,  no h e a l i n g  communi

c a t i o n ,  no h e r o e s  t o  be f o l l o w e d  n o r  v i l l a i n s  t o  be condemned, 

no c e r t a i n  ways t o  be p u r s u e d  and no d a n g e r o u s  p a t h s  t o  be 

a v o i d e d . "35 Xn A m e r ic a ,  t h e  " n o v e l i s t  o r  p o e t  o r  d r a m a t i s t  

o r  s c u l p t o r  o r  p a i n t e r  m ust  work a l o n e ,  i n  c o n f u s i o n ,  u n a s 

s i s t e d  sa ve  by h i s  own i n t e g r i t y .

P o v e r t y  d i d  n o t  o p p r e s s  t h e  A m erican  a r t i s t ,  b u t

so m e th in g  w orse  t h a n  p o v e r t y - - " t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  w ha t  he

37c r e a t e s  does  n o t  m a t t e r . "  ' Lewis t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e

I b i d . [ I n  t h e  New York Times t r a n s c r i p t ,  Lewis 
i n c l u d e d  George  B e r n a r d  S h a w . ]

3 3L ew is ,  "Am erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p .  9.

3 ^ l b i d . , p p .  9 - 1 0 .

3^I b i d . , p.  10. [ P r o f e s s o r  P e r r y  M i l l e r  o f  H a r v a r d  
r e l a t e s  an  i n c i d e n t  w h ich  to o k  p l a c e  i n  1951 when Lewis 
acco m p an ied  by h i s  b r o t h e r .  Dr.  C lau de  L ew is ,  came t o  H o l 
l a n d  t o  l e c t u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L e i d e n .  M i l l e r  r e p o r t s  
Lewis became q u i t e  u n p l e a s a n t  when h e  s u g g e s t e d  Dr.  Lewis
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r e s e n t e d  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  a w r i t e r  makes no  r e a l  c o n t r i 

b u t i o n  t o  mankind  and i n  t h e  Nobel  s p e e c h  he  b i t t e r l y  e x 

p r e s s e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  Am erican  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e  w r i t e r  i n  

t h i s  way: "He i s  e x p e c t e d  by h i s  r e a d e r s  t o  be o n l y  a d e c o 

r a t o r  o r  a c lo w n " ;  h i s  s c o f f i n g  i s  g o o d - n a t u r e d l y  a c c e p t e d  

and d i s r e g a r d e d  b e c a u s e  h i s  " b a r k  p r o b a b l y  i s  w o rse  t h a n  h i s  

b i t e " ; a f t e r  a l l ,  he  i s  a "good f e l l o w  a t  h e a r t . "  A c c o rd in g  

t o  Lew is ,  t h e  a r t i s t  was o p p r e s s e d  by t h e  f e e l i n g  he  "does  

n o t  c o u n t  i n  a l a n d  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  e i g h t y - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g s ,  mo

t o r s  by t h e  m i l l i o n ,  and w h e a t  by t h e  b i l l i o n s  o f  b u sh e l s . " ^ ®  

T h i s  g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l  vacuum s h o u l d  be f i l l e d ,  a t  

l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  by an Am erican  l i t e r a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n  l i k e  t h e  

Academy o f  A r t s  and L e t t e r s ;  b u t  Lewis h e l d  i t  was n o t .  To 

i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  A m erican  Academy, Lewis named 

t h e  few members h e  t h o u g h t  were  f i r s t - r a t e ;  t h e n ,  h e  l i s t e d

m ig h t  n o t  w ish  t o  a t t e n d  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  l e c t u r e .  L a t e r ,  a c 
c o r d i n g  t o  M i l l e r ,  Lewis a p o l o g i z e d :  " I t ' s  been  t h a t  way
from t h e  b e g i n n i n g , "  he  s a i d .  " I  w a n te d  t o  w r i t e ,  and I ' v e  
worked l i k e  h e l l  a t  i t ,  and t h e  w hole  o f  Sauk C e n t r e  and my 
f a m i l y  and Am erica  ha v e  n e v e r  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  i t  i s  work ,  
t h a t  I  h a v e n ' t  j u s t  been  p l a y i n g  a r o u n d ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  e v e r y  
b i t  a s  s e r i o u s  a p r o p o s i t i o n  as  C l a u d e ' s  h o s p i t a l .  When you 
[ M i l l e r ]  s a i d  t h a t  C laude  d i d  n o t  w an t  t o  h e a r  my l e c t u r e , "  
Lewis t o l d  me, "you s e t  up a l l  t h e  r e s e n t m e n t s  I  h a v e  had  
e v e r  s i n c e  I  c an  rem em ber ."  See P e r r y  M i l l e r ,  "The I n c o r 
r u p t i b l e  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , "  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly ,  CLXXXVII ( A p r i l ,  
1 9 5 1 ) ,  p.  3 4 . ]

38 Lewis ,  "American Fear o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p. 10.
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t h e  many i l l u s t r i o u s  w r i t e r s  who were  n o t  members:

But i t  [Academy o f  A r t s  and L e t t e r s ]  does n o t  
i n c l u d e  Theodore  D r e i s e r ,  Henry  Mencken,  o u r  most 
v i v i d  c r i t i c ,  George J e a n  N a than  who, th o u gh  s t i l l  
young ,  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  dean  o f  o u r  d r a m a t i c  
c r i t i c s ,  Eugene O ' N e i l l ,  i n c o m p a r a b ly  o u r  b e s t  
d r a m a t i s t ,  t h e  r e a l l y  o r i g i n a l  and v i t a l  p o e t s ,
Edna S t .  V in c e n t  M i l l a y  and C a r l  S a n d b u rg ,  Robinson  
J e f f e r s  and V a ch e l  L in d s a y  and Edgar  Lee M a s t e r s .  .
. . I t  does  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  n o v e l i s t  and s h o r t  
s t o r y  w r i t e r s ,  W i l l a  G a t h e r ,  J o s e p h  H e r g e s h e im e r ,
L o u is  B r o m f ie ld ,  W i lb u r  D a n i e l  S t e e l e ,  Fanny  H u r s t ,
Mary A u s t i n ,  James Branch C a b e l l ,  Edna F e r b e r ,  n o r  
Upton S i n c l a i r .  . . .39

A d m i t t i n g  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  w r i t e r s  were  r e s p o n s i b l e  them

s e l v e s  f o r  t h e i r  non-m em bersh ip  and t h a t  no academy c o u ld  be 

e x p e c t e d  t o  c o n t a i n  a l l ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Lewis c h a rg e d  t h a t  an 

academy which  f a i l e d  t o  c o n t a i n  any o f  them was s u r e l y  c u t  o f f  

from "what  i s  l i v i n g  and v i g o r o u s  and o r i g i n a l  i n  American  

l e t t e r s . "  C a u s t i c a l l y ,  he  c o n c lu d e d  t h e  c a s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Academy. " I t  does  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  l i t e r a r y  America  o f  t o d a y . "  

W hile  i t  o m i t s  t h e  g i a n t s  i t  does  hav e  f o r  members " t h r e e  e x 

t r a o r d i n a r i l y  bad p o e t s ,  two v e r y  m e lo d r a m a t i c  and i n s i g n i f i 

c a n t  p l a y w r i g h t s ,  two g e n t l e m e n  who a r e  known o n ly  b e c a u se  

t h e y  a r e  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t s , "  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  " s e v e r a l  g e n 

t l e m e n  o f  w hom ,"- -Lew is  s a d l y  c o n f e s s e d  h i s  i g n o r a n c e - - h e

39
I b i d . , p .  11. [The New York Times t e x t  does  n o t  

i n c l u d e  Ring L a r d n e r ,  Edna F e r b e r ,  o r  W i lb u r  D a n i e l  S t e e l e . ]
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"had  n e v e r  h e a r d . "^0 What b e t t e r  example  was t h e r e  o f  t h e  

s e p a r a t i o n  i n  "Am erica  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  from a l l  a u t h e n 

t i c  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  and r e a l i t y " ^ ^  t h a n  t h e  Academy? 

But f e e l i n g  h e  had  been  a l i t t l e  t o o  h a r d  on t h e  Academy o f  

A r t s  and L e t t e r s ,  Lewis r em arked  t h a t  h e  was n o t  " a t t a c k i n g  

t h e  A m erican  Academy," f o r ,  " i t  i s  a h o s p i t a b l e  and g e n e r o u s  

and d e c i d e d l y  d i g n i f i e d  i n s t i t u t i o n . " ^ ^  D o u b t l e s s ,  t h e  

Academy was s o o t h e d .

Lewis had  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b r e a c h  

b e tw een  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  and Am erican  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i m p o r 

t a n c e  and r e a l i t y - - t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  F i r s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  he  

bowed b r i e f l y  t o  t h e  few s c h o o l s  he  t h o u g h t  showed an  i n t e r 

e s t  i n  c o n te m p o r a r y  c r e a t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e :  R o l l i n s  C o l l e g e  i n

F l o r i d a ,  M id d le b u ry  C o l l e g e  i n  Vermont,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

M ic h ig a n ,  and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h ica g o .  But t h e  o t h e r s - -  

" t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s  and m u s i c a l  emporiums and 

s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e o l o g y  and p lum bing  and s i g n  

p a i n t i n g , "  t h e s e  t h a t  " a r e  as  t h i c k  i n  America  a s  t h e  m o to r  

t r a f f i c " - - h e  a c c u s e d  o f  b e in g  " c l o s e  t o  t h e  mass o f  o u r

^ ^ L ew is ,  "American  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p. 10.

4 l l b i d . , p. 12.

4 2 l b i d . , p . 11.
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c i t i z e n s  . . .  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  a t h l e t i c s  and  i n  one  b r a n c h  

o f  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e  s c i e n c e s , "  b u t  p a r a d o x i c a l l y  i n  t h e  a r t s  

t h e y  w ere  " f a r  from r e a l i t y  and  l i v i n g  c r e a t i o n .

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Lewis  c h a s t i s e d  t h e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  l i t 

e r a t u r e .  The p r o f e s s o r  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  was r e p u l s e d ,  s a i d  

Lew is ,  " i n  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u l d  be c r e a t e d  by 

any  o r d i n a r y  human b e i n g ,  s t i l l  t o  be s e e n  w a l k i n g  t h e  

s t r e e t s . "  To p u t  i t  s i m p l y ,  " o u r  Am erican  p r o f e s s o r s  l i k e  

t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  c l e a r  and  c o l d  and p u r e  and v e r y  d e a d . "

Lewis even  s u s p e c t e d  some E u rop ean  s c h o l a r s  o f  a s i m i l a r  a t 

t i t u d e .  P e r h a p s ,  " i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Sweden and  F r a n c e  

and  Germany t h e r e  e x i s t  p l e n t y  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  who p r e f e r  

d i s s e c t i o n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . "  How d i s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  t h e  "new 

and v i t a l  and  e x p e r i m e n t a l  l a n d  o f  A m er ica"  d i d  n o t  h a v e  

t e a c h e r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  who w ere  l e s s  " m o n a s t i c ,  more human, 

t h a n  t h o s e  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  shadows o f  o l d  E u r o p e . "^4

To c h a r g e  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  more i n t e r 

e s t  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  was n o t h i n g  new, b u t  

Lewis was n o t  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  g e n e r a l  c o n d e m n a t io n .  He 

named t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l  o f  c o n te m p o r a r y  c r i t i c s  he  scorned:

4 3%bid. , p. 12.

44% bid . , p. 13.
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t h e  New H u m a n i s t s . A c c o r d i n g  t o  Lewis t h e  movement was an  

" a s t o n i s h i n g  c i r c u s "  a p p e a r i n g  o u t  o f  Am erican  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  

and m o r e o v e r ,  t h e  word i t s e l f  meant  so  many t h i n g s  t h a t  i t  

meant  n o t h i n g .  What a d e l i c a t e  b i t  o f  j u s t i c e  t h a t  " t h i s  

n e b u lo u s  word s h o u l d  h a v e  been  c h o se n  t o  l a b e l  t h i s  n e b u l o u s  

c u l t . "46 Humanism, t h i s  " n ew es t  o f  s e c t s , "  seemed t o  r e a s s e r t  

t h e  " d u a l i s m  o f  m a n 's  s o u l  and God, o r  m a n 's  s o j l  and e v i l , "  

b u t  w a s n ' t  i t  s t r a n g e  t h a t  " n e i t h e r  God n o r  d e v i l  may w ear  

modern d r e s s ,  b u t  must  r e t a i n  G r e c i a n  v e s t m e n t s . "  Lewis h e l d  

New Humanism r e s u l t e d  i n  a " d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  b l a c k e s t  r e a c t i o n  

i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  a  s t i r r i n g l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w o r l d "  and "more 

t h a n  e v e r  s h u t  c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r s  o f f  from any b e n ig n  i n f l u e n c e

^ ^ F r e d e r i c k  John  Hoffman,  The T w e n t i e s  ; Am erican  
W r i t i n g  i n  t h e  P o s tw a r  Decade (New York :  V i k i n g  P r e s s ,  1955),
p.  144. [Hoffman g i v e s  an e x c e l l e n t  summary o f  t h e  New 
H u m a n is t s  who, h e  w r i t e s :  " t r i e d  t o  h o l d  s t e a d f a s t l y  t o  t h e
image o f  a  ' c l a s s i c a l  p o e t , '  n e i t h e r  e x c l u s i v e l y  A m erican  n o r  
e n t i r e l y  E u ro p e a n ,  from which  s t a n d a r d s  o f  m o r a l i t y  and t a s t e  
m ig h t  be f o r m u l a t e d  and  t o  which  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t a s t e ,  d i s 
c i p l i n e ,  and  m o r a l  c o n t r o l  m ig h t  be r e f e r r e d .

The h i s t o r i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  Humanism f o r  t h e  1920s 
was t h a t ,  i n  f o r m u l a t i n g  and d e f e n d i n g  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d s .  
H um anis t  c r i t i c s  were  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l l y  i n d i s p o s e d  t o  modern 
l i t e r a t u r e ,  o r  h o s t i l e  t o  i t ,  and so  new w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  d e c 
ade  t h o u g h t  a  s t r o n g ,  v i g o r o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  them was i n d i s 
p e n s a b l e  t o  s u r v i v a l .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  H um an is ts  d i d  a f 
f e c t  t h e  d o m in a t in g  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  d e c a d e ,  i t  was t o  i n 
c r e a s e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  w r i t e r s  i n  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h e  H um an is ts  
most  b i t t e r l y  o p p o s e d . " ]

^^Lewis, "American Fear  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p. 13.
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w hich  m ig h t  c o n c e i v a b l y  have  come from t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s . " ^ ^  

Lewis c o n c l u d e d ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and t h e  New Hum anis t  d o c 

t r i n e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  were  most  g u i l t y  o f  f o s t e r i n g  t h e  gap b e 

tween th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  a r t i s t i c  l i f e  and t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  

t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  w o r ld .

From t h e  New Humanism s c h o o l  o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  Lewis 

t u r n e d  t o  an e v a l u a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c r i t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

He began p e s s i m i s t i c a l l y  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  "America  n e v e r

h ad  a B r a n d e s , a T a i n e ,  a G o e th e ,  a C r o c e , "  and w i t h  a l l  h e r  

w e a l t h  o f  c r e a t i v e  a b i l i t y ,  American c r i t i c i s m  had n o t  p r o 

duced  th e  g e n iu s  n e ed e d  t o  d e v e lo p  any s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a n d a r d s .  

What was American  c r i t i c i s m  l i k e ?

Most o f  i t  [ h a s ]  been a c h i l l  and i n s i g n i f i c a n t  
a c t i v i t y  p u r s u e d  by j e a l o u s  s p i n s t e r s ,  e x - b a s e b a l l -  
r e p o r t e r s ,  and a c i d  p r o f e s s o r s .  Our E rasm uses  have  
been v i l l a g e  s c h o o l m i s t r e s s e s .  How s h o u ld  t h e r e  be 
any s t a n d a r d s  when t h e r e  has  been  no one c a p a b le  o f  
s e t t i n g  them up?48

A n t i c i p a t i n g  a m e n t a l  r e b u t t a l  from h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e  n o v e l 

i s t  a n a l y z e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  famous l i t e r a r y  Amer

i c a n s  upon th e  h i s t o r y  o f  c r i t i c i s m :  Emerson, L o n g fe l lo w ,

L ow e l l ,  Holmes, t h e  A l c o t t s ,  t h e y  were  " s e n t i m e n t a l  r e f l e c 

t i o n s  o f  E u r o p e . "  Whitman, T h o r e a u , Poe, and Hawthorne were

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 14,

48 I b id .
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" o u t c a s t s ,  men a l o n e  and d e s p i s e d ,  b e r a t e d  by t h e  New Human

i s t s  o f  t h e i r  g e n e r a t i o n . o h  y e s ,  one man, W i l l i a m  Dean 

H o w e l l s ,  d i d  l e a v e  so m e th in g  l i k e  a s t a n d a r d ,  and "a  v e r y  

bad s t a n d a r d  i t  w a s . "  He i d e n t i f i e d  H ow el l s  as "one  o f  t h e  

g e n t l e s t ,  s w e e t e s t ,  and most  h o n e s t  o f  men" who "had  t h e  

code  o f  a p i o u s  o l d  maid whose g r e a t e s t  d e l i g h t  was t o  have  

t e a  a t  t h e  v i c a r a g e . "  Lewis d e p r e c a t e d  H o w e l l s '  i n f l u e n c e  

upon h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  down t o  t h e  f i r s t  World War. He 

added t h a t  H o w e l l s '  i n f l u e n c e  was " n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  g o n e . "

The g e n t e e l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  H ow el ls  p u t  Mark Twain " i n t o  an  i n 

t e l l e c t u a l  f r o c k  c o a t  and to p  h a t "  and changed  Ham lin  G a r la n d  

from "a  h a r s h  and m a g n i f i c e n t  r e a l i s t  i n t o  a g e n i a l  and i n 

s i g n i f i c a n t  l e c t u r e r . "^0

A f t e r  r e a d i n g  G a r l a n d ' s  Main- T r a v e l e d  Roads Lewis 

s a i d  he  d i s c o v e r e d  " t h e r e  was one man who b e l i e v e d  M id w e s te rn  

p e a s a n t s  were  som etim es  b e w i l d e r e d  and h u n g ry  and v i l e - - a n d  

h e r o i c . "51 " T h is  v i s i o n "  r e l e a s e d  him t o  " w r i t e  o f  l i f e  as 

l i v i n g  l i f e . "  But G a r l a n d  was a n o t h e r  example o f  t h e  "Amer

i c a n  t r a g e d y . "  W a s n ' t  i t  " c o m p l e t e l y  r e v e l a t o r y  . . . t h a t

49lbid.

SOl b i d . , p. 15.

51l b i d . ,  p .  16. [The New York Times t e x t  does  n o t  
i n c l u d e  t h e  words "and  h e r o i c . " ]
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i n  o u r  l a n d  o f  f r ee d o m ,  men l i k e  G a r l a n d ,  who f i r s t  b l a s t  

t h e  r o a d s  t o  f r e e d o m ,  become th e m s e lv e s  t h e  most  bound?"^^  

Lewis s a l u t e d  t h e  " a u t h e n t i c  f e l l o w s "  l i k e  Whitman 

and  M e l v i l l e  and D r e i s e r  and Mencken who h a d  " i n s i s t e d  t h a t
c o

o u r  l a n d  h a d  so m e th in g  more t h a n  t e a - t a b l e  g e n t i l i t y . "

Lewis c o n c lu d e d  h i s  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  rem ark  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  h a d

Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e  s u r v i v e d  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a n d a r d s ,

b u t  f o r  t h e  " s t r o n g  young men" i t  had  " p e r h a p s  been w e l l

t h a t  we s h o u l d  h a v e  no s t a n d a r d s .

C o n c l u s i o n . - - S i n c l a i r  Lewis c l o s e d  h i s  s p e e c h  " w i t h

a v e r y  l i v e l y  sound  o f  o p t im i s m " :

I  h a v e ,  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
e v e r y  hope  and e v e r y  e a g e r  b e l i e f .  We a r e  coming 
o u t ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  o f  t h e  s t u f f i n e s s  o f  s a f e ,  s a n e ,  
and  i n c r e d i b l y  d u l l  p r o v i n c i a l i s m .  T h e re  a r e  young 
Am ericans  t o d a y  who a r e  d o in g  su c h  p a s s i o n a t e  and 
a u t h e n t i c  work t h a t  i t  makes me s i c k  t o  s e e  I  am a 
l i t t l e  t o o  o l d  t o  be one o f  them .^S

The n o v e l i s t  a p p la u d e d  t h e s e  p a s s i o n a t e  young w r i t e r s  :

E r n e s t  Hemingway, " an  a u t h e n t i c  a r t i s t  whose home i s  i n  t h e

w ho le  o f  l i f e " ; 5 G  Thomas W o lfe ,  "a  G a r g a n t u a n  c r e a t u r e  w i t h

^^L ew is ,  "Am er ican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p. 16.

53 l b i d . , [The New York Times t e x t  r e a d s  " g r e a t  l a n d . " ]  

^ ^L ew is ,  "A m er ican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p. 16.

55i b i d .

5 & I b id . , pp. 1 6 -1 7 .
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g r e a t  g u s t o  o f  l i f e " ;  T h o r n to n  W i l d e r ,  "who i n  an  age  o f  

r e a l i s m  dreams t h e  o l d  and l o v e l y  dreams o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  

r o m a n t i c s " ;  John  Dos P a s s o s ,  " w i th  h i s  h a t r e d  o f  t h e  s a f e  

and s a n e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  B a b b i t t  and h i s  s p l e n d o r  o f  r e v o l u 

t i o n " ;  S te p h e n  Ben 'ë t , "has r e s t o r e d  t h e  e p i c  poem w i t h  h i s  

g l o r i o u s  memory o f  o l d  John  Brown"; a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  d o zen  

o r  so  young p o e t s  and n o v e l i s t s  "most  o f  them a l i t t l e  i n 

sane  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  James J o y c e ,  who, how ever  i n s a n e  

t h e y  may be ,  h a v e  r e f u s e d  t o  be g e n t e e l  and t r a d i t i o n a l  and 

d u l l .  "57

With a f i n a l  d r a m a t i c  s e n t e n c e ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis 

s a l u t e d  t h e s e  new l i t e r a r y  g i a n t s  and t h e  l a n d  w hich  had  

p ro d u c e d  them:

I  s a l u t e  them, w i t h  a j o y  i n  b e in g  n o t  y e t  to o  
f a r  removed from t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  g i v e  t o  t h e  
Am erica  t h a t  h a s  m o u n ta in s  and e n d l e s s  p r a i r i e s ,  
enormous c i t i e s  and l o s t  farm c a b i n s ,  b i l l i o n s  o f  
money and t o n s  o f  f a i t h ,  t o  an  A m erica  t h a t  i s  as  
s t r a n g e  a s  R u s s i a  and as  complex as  C h in a ,  a  l i t e r 
a t u r e  w o r th y  o f  h e r  v a s t n e s s . 58

The s p e a k e r  had  a c c o m p l i s h e d  h i s  p u r p o s e :  he  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d

" c e r t a i n  t r e n d s ,  c e r t a i n  d a n g e r s  and c e r t a i n  h i g h  and  e x c i t 

i n g  p r o m is e s  i n  p r e s e n t - d a y  American  l i t e r a t u r e . "59

57i b i d . , p. 17.

58 i b i d .

59%bid., p. 4.
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A f te r m a th

Lewis h ad  been  g r e a t l y  aware  o f  t h e  p rob lem  i n  e s 

t a b l i s h i n g  r a p p o r t  be tw een  h i m s e l f  and  h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

a u d i e n c e .  He knew he  must c o n v in c e  them t h a t  h i s  words  were  

m o t i v a t e d  by a s i n c e r e  d e s i r e  t o  t r u t h f u l l y  e v a l u a t e  Amer

i c a n  l i t e r a t u r e  and n o t  by any need  t o  t a k e  p e r s o n a l  v e n g e 

a n ce  upon anyone o r  any i n s t i t u t i o n  which  m ig h t  hav e  a t t a c k e d  

him i n  t h e  p a s t .  T h is  m o t i v a t i o n  e x p l a i n s  t h e  c l a r i t y  w i t h  

w h ich  he  worded h i s  pu rp o se  s e n t e n c e ;  t h e  f r a n k  a c k n o w le d g 

ment t h a t  he  had  been  v i g o r o u s l y  a t t a c k e d  from t im e  t o  t im e ;  

t h e  r e m in d e r  t h a t  he  n e v e r  s p a r e d  o t h e r s  c r i t i c i s m  and was 

n o t  sh ock ed  when i t  was d i r e c t e d  tow ard  him. How s u c c e s s f u l  

he  was i n  c o n v i n c i n g  th e  a u d ie n c e  t h a t  he  h ad  no d e s i r e  t o  

u s e  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  t o  r e p a y  g r u d g e s  b u t  o n ly  w an ted  t o  o b 

j e c t i v e l y  d i s c u s s  American l i t e r a t u r e ,  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  know. 

He was warmly r e c e i v e d  by h i s  Swedish  a u d i e n c e .  The v e r y  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  Academy h a d  s e l e c t e d  him as t h e  f i r s t  Am eri 

c an  w r i t e r  t o  r e c e i v e  th e  Nobel  P r i z e  m ig h t  i n c l i n e  them to  

a c c e p t  h i s  p r o t e s t a t i o n s .  I n  America  t h e r e  was a  d i f f e r e n t  

r e a c t i o n .

Many Am ericans  r e a d i n g  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  i n  

t h e  New York Times t h e  day a f t e r  Lewis d e l i v e r e d  i t  r e f u s e d  

t o  c r e d i t  t h e  n o v e l i s t  w i t h  d i s p a s s i o n a t e  m o t i v e s .  F o r
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exam ple ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  New York Times s a r c a s t i c a l l y  

w r o t e •

Mr, S i n c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  Sw edish  
Academy i n  acknowledgment  o f  h i s  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  Nobel  
P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e  i s  w o r th y  o f  h i s  a lm o s t  e t h e r e a l  
d e l i c a c y  o f  t a s t e  and o f  t h a t  i m p e r s o n a l  i m p a r t i a l i t y  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h i s  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .  He i s  a 
man w i t h o u t  g r u d g e s .  He h a s  d i s c h a r g e d  t h e  l a s t  o f  
them, a t  g r a t i f y i n g  l e n g t h ,  a g a i n s t  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
g e n t l e m a n  o f  P r i n c e t o n .  , , ,

A u n i v e r s i t y  man, he  t h u n d e r s  a g a i n s t  u n i v e r 
s i t i e s  , , , h e  p r e a c h e s  a g a i n s t  Academies . . , ,60

#
Some A m e r ic an s ,  how ever ,  f e l t  Lewis was n o t  d i s c h a r g i n g  a 

g ru d g e  o r  s e e k i n g  p u b l i c i t y .  W i l l i a m  Lyon P h e l p s ,  L e w i s ' s  

t e a c h e r  a t  Y a l e ,  p r a i s e d  t h e  s p e e c h .  E x p r e s s i n g  d e l i g h t  

t h a t  Lewis r e c e i v e d  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e ,  P h e lp s  s a i d  t h e  s p e e c h  

was " v e r y  i n s p i r i n g , "  tho u gh  he  c o u ld  n o t  a p p ro v e  o f  a l l  o f  

t h e  a u t h o r ' s  r e m a r k s .  The Y a le  p r o f e s s o r  t h o u g h t  Lewis u s e d  

po o r  ju dg m e n t  by a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Am erican  Academy o f  A r t s  and 

L e t t e r s ,  f o r  "any  academy i n  any c o u n t r y  i s  a lw ay s  s u b j e c t  

t o  a t t a c k  and c r i t i c i s m , P e r h a p s  Lewis remembered t h e s e  

words when he  a c c e p t e d  m em bersh ip  i n  t h e  Academy i n  1938 ,^2

^^December 15,  1930, p, 22,

^ ^New York T im e s , December 15, 1930, p,  14,

A  9
Lewis w r o t e  t o  t h e  Am erican  Academy o f  A r t s  and 

L e t t e r s  i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1938 e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  " f e e l i n g s  o f  
h o n o r  a t  b e in g  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Am erican  Academy o f  A r t s  and 
L e t t e r s ,  and , , , p l e a s u r e  i n  a c c e p t i n g  i t , "  He o c c u p i e d  
c h a i r  17 w h ich  was v a c a t e d  by Jo h n  R u s s e l l  Pope ,  an
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He may h a v e  come t o  a g r e e  w i t h  P h e lp s  t h a t  " a l l  e f f o r t s  t o  

im p ro v e  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  l i t e r a r y  t a s t e  and  t h e  

E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  a r e  a good t h i n g ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  Am erican

fiAcademy' s p u r p o s e . "

T h e re  were  comments from o t h e r  q u a r t e r s .  W hile  

drama c r i t i c ,  George  J e a n  N a th a n ,  t h o u g h t  t h e  a d d r e s s  " i n 

form ed w i t h  a b r a v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  an  e x c e l l e n t  c r i t i c a l  

acumen and a v e r y  welcome d e g r e e  o f  common s e n s e , h i s  New 

York c o l l e a g u e ,  Brooks A t k i n s o n ,  l a b e l e d  t h e  s p e e c h  a 

" j e r e m i a d , "  and c a l l e d  Lewis an i n c u r a b l e  r o m a n t i c .  A t k i n 

so n ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  t h i n k  L e w i s ' s  p r a i s e  o f  Eugene O ' N e i l l  was 

p r o v o c a t i v e .  The drama c r i t i c  d e f e n d e d  t h e  t h e a t r i c a l  w o r ld  

from t h e  word p r o v i n c i a l .

But  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  may be 
i n  t h e  n o v e l  t h e  drama h a s  c o m p l e t e l y  s h e d  i t s  b u c o l i c  
s i m p l i c i t y .  I t  h a t e s  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  Mr. Lewis 
h a t e s :  l i k e  h im ,  i t  i s  v e r y  l i v e l y ,  and i t  i s  n o t  
t e d i o u s l y  m a t u r e . 65

T h u s ,  Brooks A t k i n s o n  damned Lewis w i t h  a  s i m i l e .

a r c h i t e c t ,  and w h ich  was f i r s t  o c c u p i e d  by Jo h n  S i n g e r  S a r 
g e n t .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  Lewis e x p r e s s e d  a d e s i r e  t o  be a c t i v e  
i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  Academy: s e e  New York T im es ,  F e b r u a r y
18,  1938,  p. 21.

New York T im e s , December 15, 1930,  p. 14.

Ĝ i b i d .

G ^ i b i d . , December 2 1 ,  1930,  V I I I ,  1.
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R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s a r c a s m ,  t h e  p r a i s e ,  o r  b a ck hand ed  

c o m p l im e n t s ,  o n l y  a  few c h a r g e d  Lewis w i t h  s p e a k i n g  from 

m a l i c e .  Most seemed t o  a g r e e  w i t h  Dr.  P h e l p s '  e v a l u a t i o n :

I  t h i n k  L e w i s ' s  s p e e c h  as  a  whole  w i l l  do me 
g oo d .  At h e a r t  "Red" Lewis i s  a lm o s t  f a n a t i c a l  i n  
h i s  i d e a l i s m  and e v a n g e l i s m .  He was a s  an  u n d e r 
g r a d u a t e ,  and he  h a s  n o t  changed  v e r y  much w i t h  t h e  
y e a r s .66

T h i s  was j u s t  t h e  s o r t  o f  p r a i s e  t h a t  i n f u r i a t e d  Lew is .  I t  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  i n  A m erica  was 

o p p r e s s e d  s p i r i t u a l l y  by t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  what  h e  s a i d  o r  

d i d  was d i s r e g a r d e d  as  u n i m p o r t a n t ,  and ,  i n  a  way, c o n f i r m e d  

h i s  a s s e r t i o n  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  s p e e c h .  At any  r a t e ,  

t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  s h o u ld  make a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i 

b u t i o n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l i f e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m o t i v a t e  b o th  L e w i s ' s  

w r i t i n g  and s p e a k i n g  c a r e e r .  The more h e  was a t t a c k e d  t h e  

more he  h e l d  t o  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n s .

Summary

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  i s  s i m p le  and d i r e c t .

I t  i n c l u d e d :  (1) a  c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t  o f  p u r p o s e ;  (2)  an a t 

t em p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  h o n e s t  m o t i v e s  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ;  (3)  a 

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  theme t h a t  Am erican  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  i s  

d i v o r c e d  from a l l  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  and

G^I b i d . , December 15, 1930,  p. 14.
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r e a l i t y ;  and (4) a  p r e d i c t i o n  o f  f u t u r e  l i t e r a r y  g r e a t n e s s  

f o r  A m erica .

C a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  exam ples  from Am erican  l i t e r a r y  

l i f e  s u p p o r t  t h e  theme. Van Dyke was t y p i c a l  o f  a v a s t  num

b e r  o f  Americans  who demand t h e  w r i t e r  g l o r i f y  n o t  o n l y  t h e  

v i r t u e s  bu t  t h e  f a u l t s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  These  c i t i z e n s  h a t e  

t h e  s c o f f i n g  o f  S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  and t h e y  would r e j e c t  o t h e r  

American  w r i t e r s .  They s p u r n  a l l  t h e  t r u l y  o r i g i n a l  and 

v i g o r o u s  c r e a t i v e  g e n i u s e s  b e c a u se  t h e s e  w r i t e r s  do n o t  p e r 

p e t u a t e  t h e  f a l s e  b u t  r o s y  Am erican  s e l f - i m a g e .

S econd ,  an a t t i t u d e  was p r e v a l e n t  i n  America  t h a t  

wha t  t h e  a r t i s t  p ro d u ce d  c o u ld  n o t  be compared w i t h  t h e  m i 

r a c u l o u s  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a cc o m p l i sh m en ts  l i k e  s k y s c r a p e r s ,  

a u t o m o b i l e s ,  o r  b i l l i o n s  o f  b u s h e l s  o f  w h e a t .

T h i r d ,  t h e  American  Academy o f  A r t s  and L e t t e r s ,  i n 

s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  and American  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s  

h ad  f a i l e d  t o  p ro du ce  s t a n d a r d s  o r  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  a r t i s t .

Having s t a t e d  and s u p p o r t e d  w i t h  exam ples  h i s  theme 

t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  was s e p a r a t e d  from 

a l l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  and r e a l i t y ,  t h e  Nobel P r i z e  

w i n n e r  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  would 

c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  s i g n i f i c a n t  w r i t e r s .  F i n a l l y ,  S i n c l a i r  

Lewis p r a i s e d  c e r t a i n  men who seemed t o  him t o  be t h e
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c o n te m p o r a r y  a r t i s t i c  g i a n t s .  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  A m erica  w i t h  

h e r  p h y s i c a l  g r a n d e u r  would  d e v e lo p  a  l i t e r a t u r e  w o r t h y  o f  

h e r  v a s t n e s s .

"The Am erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e "  a d d r e s s  i l l u s 

t r a t e s  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  Am erican  c u l t u r e ,  

and h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  t o  t h a t  

c u l t u r e .  What he  s a i d  was n o t  s t a r t l i n g l y  new. He summa

r i z e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  Am erican  l e t t e r s  and p r e d i c t e d  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  w r i t i n g  would  t a k e  i n  t h e  coming y e a r s .  The 

a d d r e s s  r e m a in s  one o f  t h e  b e s t  a c c e p t a n c e  s p e e c h e s  by an 

A m erican  w r i t e r  w in n in g  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e .

" Enemies o f  t h e  Book"

On May 11, 1936, S i n c l a i r  Lewis spoke  b e f o r e  t h e  

t h i r t y - s i x t h  a n n u a l  d i n n e r  o f  t h e  Am erican  B o o k s e l l e r s  As

s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h e  H o t e l  P e n n s y l v a n i a  i n  New York C i t y .  The 

a d d r e s s  r e c e i v e d  such  a warm r e s p o n s e  i t  was p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  

P u b l i s h e r s ' Weekly and t h e  S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r a t u r e .

On t h e  s u r f a c e  t h e  s p e e c h  d e a l t  w i t h  why more books w e re  n o t  

s o l d  t o  more p e o p le  and what  t o  do a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  t h e  s p e e c h  

d i d  more t h a n  t h i s .  L ik e  t h e  Nobel  a c c e p t a n c e  s p e e c h ,  t h e

^^The t y p e d  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  and two d r a f t s  o f  
t h e  s p e e c h  a r e  among t h e  Lewis p a p e r s  a t  t h e  Y a le  L i b r a r y .
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"Enem ies  o f  t h e  Book" a d d r e s s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  t o  A m erican  s o c i e t y .  The l a t e r  was n o t  a s  b r o a d  

i n  s c o p e ,  b u t  i t  was c a r e f u l l y  c o n c e i v e d  and  o f f e r s  an  e x 

c e l l e n t  example  o f  L e w i s ' s  p l a t f o r m  s t y l e .

P r o b a b l y  t h e  a u d i e n c e  o f  h i s  p e e r s  came p r e p a r e d  t o  

l i s t e n  and e n jo y  t h e  Lewis p l a t f o r m  p e r s o n a l i t y .  They may 

h a v e  f e l t  l i k e  C l i f t o n  Fad im an :  " L e t  p o s t e r i t y  yank him up

o r  p u l l  him down, t o  us  he  r e m a in s  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  w i z a r d  who 

f r e e d  u s  from t h e  t h r a l l  o f  d u l l n e s s . S o m e  m ig h t  even  

h a v e  a g r e e d  w i t h  c r i t i c  Malcolm C row ley ,  t h a t  "Lewis was 

n e v e r  a  g r a c e f u l  w r i t e r  ( e x c e p t  i n  h i s  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s e s ) .

The a u d i e n c e  must  h a v e  e x p e c t e d  t o  be s u r p r i s e d ,  amused and 

c h a l l e n g e d .  Lewis would  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t  them.

The Speech

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  was t o  d e f i n e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  

p ro b le m s  f a c i n g  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s  i n  1936 as  t h e y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

s e c u r e  a l a r g e r  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c ,  t o  s u g g e s t  a c t i o n s  t h e y  m ig h t  

t a k e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s ,  and t o  s t i m u l a t e  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a 

g r e a t e r  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .  The theme w as :  t h e  r e a l

* G " P a r ty  o f  O n e ,"  H o l i d a y , X I I I  (March, 1 9 5 3 ) ,  6.

"George F .  B a b b i t t ' s  R e v e n g e , "  New R e p u b l i c ,  XC 
( J a n u a r y  26 ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  342.
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" e n e m ie s "  o f  t h e  book a r e  a c t u a l l y  s u p p l a n t e r a  w h ic h  have  

r e s u l t e d  from s o c i o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i f e .

The ro u g h  o u t l i n e  Lewis made o f  t h e  t a l k  b e g i n s  w i t h  

t h i s  l i s t :  "FELLOW BOOKSELLERS; RADIO; ALL ONE GUILD e x c e p t

t e a c h e r s . "70 [ L e w i s ' s  c a p i t a l s ]  F o r  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  e x 

p e c t e d  s u r p r i s e  and  humor and s o c i a l  p r o t e s t ,  Lewis was o f f  

and  r u n n i n g  w i t h  an  a t t a c k  upon  b r o a d c a s t i n g ,  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  

and c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r s .

I n t r o d u c t i o n . - - L e w i s  w arned  h i s  " f e l l o w - b o o k s e l l e r s "  

t h a t  he  r e g a r d e d  " p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  and new s- b u l l e t i n s "  

a s  a d m i r a b l e ,  b u t  h e  i n t e n d e d  i n  t h i s  h i s  se co n d  p u b l i c  a d 

d r e s s  i n  two y e a r s  t o  " m e r e ly  r am b le  a ro u n d  and  t a l k . "  The 

a u t h o r  j u s t i f i e d  h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  h a v e  h i s  " o r a c u l a r  u t t e r 

a n c e s "  b r o a d c a s t  b e c a u s e  h e  d i d n ' t  want  t o  be bound by s p l i t -  

se c o n d  t i m i n g .  He was a f r a i d  he  would  o n l y  "be  a l l o w e d  e x 

a c t l y  tw e lv e  m in u te s  and n i n e  s e c o n d s  i n  b e tw een  p rogram s o f  

t h e  L o l ly p o p  L i l t e r s  and t h e  Ex-Lax Symphony O r c h e s t r a ,  p l a y 

i n g  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  m a s t e r p i e c e s  o f  Sousa  and I r v i n g  B e r l i n . "71 

T h u s ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  s p e e c h ,  Lewis e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  a s  one 

w i t h  t h e  n e ed s  and i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  " F e l lo w -

70Lewis p a p e r s  a t  t h e  Y a le  L i b r a r y .

7^L ew is ,  "Enemies o f  t h e  B o ok ,"  p .  2011.
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b o o k s e l l e r s , "  rem in d ed  them o f  h i s  r e b e l l i o u s  n a t u r e  by h i s  

r e f u s a l  t o  b r o a d c a s t  t h e  t a l k ,  and gave  them a sam ple  o f  h i s  

s a t i r i c a l  w i t  w i t h  a c a p s u l e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  r a d i o  programming.  

T h is  was t h e  k i n d  o f  p r o l o g u e  L e w i s ' s  f r i e n d s ,  o r  h i s  

e n em ies ,  e x p e c t e d  o f  him.

As he  d i d  i n  t h e  Nobel a d d r e s s ,  Lewis i n  t h i s  s p e e c h  

s p e n t  h i s  e a r l y  moments e s t a b l i s h i n g  r a p p o r t  w i t h  h i s  a u d i 

e n ce .  He i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d s  and named h i s  enem ie s .  

The term  " F e l l o w - b o o k s e l l e r s "  i n c l u d e d :

A l l  a u t h o r s - - t h e  f r a i l  p o e t  j u s t  as  much as  t h e  
b r i s k  w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  p u l p s ,  w i t h  h i s  o f f i c e  and h i s  
d i c t a p h o n e ;  a l l  p u b l i s h i n g - h o u s e  w o r k e r s ,  from such  
v e n e r a b l e  b e a r d e d  g u a r d i a n s  o f  t h e  f lam e  as  Johnny  
F a r r a r  and N e lson  Doubleday  t o  t h e  s m a l l e s t  i n k -  
s p l a s h e d  o f f i c e  boy; a l l  b o o k - d e a l e r s , w h e t h e r  t h e y  
h a v e  one-room shops  i n  Greenwich  V i l l a g e  o r  m i l l i o n -  
d o l l a r  d e p a r t m e n t - s t o r e  s e c t i o n s ;  a l l  l i b r a r i a n s ;  
a l l  r e v i e w e r s ;  a l l  book p r i n t e r s  and b i n d e r s  and 
p a p e r - d e a l e r s ; a l l  w h o l e s a l e  d i s t r i b u t o r s ;  and a l l  
l i t e r a r y  a g e n t s  who can  r e a d  and w r i t e . 72

The te rm ,  how ever ,  was n o t  a l l  i n c l u s i v e .  Two g r o u p s  were  

e x c lu d e d :  t e a c h e r s  o f  E n g l i s h  and r h e t o r i c ,  and w r i t e r s  who

r e g a r d  th e m s e lv e s  as  p r o p h e t s .  A ga in ,  as i n  t h e  Nobel  s p e e c h ,  

Lewis d i r e c t e d  h i s  a t t a c k  upon t h o s e  who h e l d  l i t e r a t u r e  b e 

lo n g ed  t o  t h e  p a s t :

I  would l i k e  t o  i n c l u d e  among t h e  b o o k - s e l l e r s  a l l  
t e a c h e r s  o f  E n g l i s h  and r h e t o r i c ,  bu t  so  many o f

7^Ibid .
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them , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e s ,  a r e  s c o r n f u l  o f  
a l l  o f  u s  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  so m e th in g  
t h a t  c an  be p ro d u c e d  h e r e  and now, n o t  m e r e ly  i n  
t h e  Mermaid T a v e rn  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o ,  and  who 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  no s a c r i l e g e  t o  t a k e  l i t e r a t u r e  
o u t  o f  t h e  m a r b le d  morgue o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  and 
g e t  i t  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  p l a i n  p e o p le  l i v i n g  i n  
fa rm h o u se s  o r  c i t y  f l a t s . ' 3

Thus ,  Lewis e x c l u d e d  t h e  " p r i e s t l y  p r o f e s s o r s "  from h i s

g r e e t i n g  as w e l l  as a l l  a u t h o r s  who f e l t  " t h e i r s  i s  t h e  o n l y

s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e . "  Of

c o u r s e ,  Lewis d i d  n o t  t h i n k  o f  h i m s e l f  as  a c r i t i c .  He

lo v e d  t o  d e f l a t e  t h e  ego o f  t h e  s e l f - s t y l e d  p r o p h e t s :

I t  must  be e x c i t i n g  t o  r e g a r d  y o u r s e l f  a s  a m a e s t r o ,  
a  p r o p h e t ,  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  B o c c a c c io ,  Bach, and 
J e r e m i a h ,  and t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  i s  q u i v e r -  
i n g l y  w a i t i n g  t o  l e a r n  w h e t h e r  you h a v e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
i t  s h a l l  t u r n  Communist,  C a t h o l i c ,  o r  p u r e l y  a e s 
t h e t i c ,  o r  w h e t h e r ,  p e r h a p s ,  you w i l l  l e t  i t  wag 
a lo n g  t h e  way i t  i s  f o r  a w h i l e  y e t . ? ^

With  some f e e l i n g ,  t h e n ,  Lewis r e f u s e d  t h e  " p r o p h e t i c  man

t l e . "  B e s i d e s ,  he  h a d  s e e n  to o  many s i d e s  o f  b o o k s e l l i n g  t o  

d a r e  t a k e  i t ;  " I  have  w r i t t e n  e v e r y t h i n g  from book-  

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  and G o d - a w f u l ly  bad v e r s e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o

lo n g  n o v e l s . "75

At t h i s  p o i n t  Lewis l a u n c h e d  f o r t h  i n t o  an

73 i b i d .

74%bid.

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 2 0 1 2 .
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e n t e r t a i n i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  as  a b o o k - r e v i e w e r  w i t h  

t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  h o u s e s  o f  S t o k e s  and Doran .  N e x t ,  h e  t o l d  

some o f  h i s  a d v e n t u r e s  s e l l i n g  books b e h in d  t h e  c o u n t e r .  He 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h i m s e l f  a s  b e i n g  l i k e  ’’t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  who 

t e l l  i n t e r v i e w e r s ,  ’My boy ,  I  u s e d  t o  be a newspaperman my

s e l f !  ’"76 The s t o r i e s  w e re  hum o ro u s ,  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  s i m i l a r  

t o  ones  many i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  h a d  h a d ,  and t h e y  c r e a t e d  a  bond 

o f  common back g ro u nd  b e tw een  s p e a k e r  and  a u d i e n c e .  "Red" 

Lewis added  m im ic ry  t o  h i s  s t o r y  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  German l a d y  

who w a n te d  t o  buy a p a r t i c u l a r  book:  " ’ I t ' s  a book f o r  t h e

c h i l d r e n  l i k e  my s i s t e r  i n  S c h e n e c ta d y  g o t ;  i t ’s a g r e e n  book 

a b o u t  so  b i g - - d o n ’ t  you remember i t ? ’ ’’ T h ree  b r i e f  a n e c d o te s  

f o l l o w e d .  Lewis c o n f e s s e d ,  " I  am i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  why 

I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a l l  o f  u s  who p ro d u c e  o r  p u r v e y  books a r e ,  

o r  o u g h t  t o  b e ,  c l o s e l y  bound i n  one u n o r g a n i z e d  g u i l d . "77 

The members o f  t h i s  g u i l d  were  " m e r c h a n t s , "  b u t  u n 

l i k e  so a p  m e r c h a n t s  o r  s t e e l - r a i l  m e r c h a n t s ,  t h e y  w ere  u n i t e d  

w i t h  a " s u p e r i o r  p r i d e "  i n  t h e i r  p r o d u c t .  They fou n d  books 

more am us ing  t h a n  m u s i c a l  show s,  more e x c i t i n g  t h a n  s c r e e n

I b i d . , [ S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  H e l i c o n  H a l l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
Lewis w e n t  t o  New York and f o r  a  few weeks b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s ,  
i n  1906, h e  worked a t  t h e  S i e g e l - C o o p e r  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  a t  
S i x t h  Avenue and E i g h t e e n t h  S t r e e t . ]

7 7
Lew is ,  "Enemies o f  the  Book," p. 2012.
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m elodram a ,  and  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  "more t h a n  any  c o d i f i e d

r e l i g i o n  do books p r e s e r v e  a g a i n s t  a  t r o u b l e d ,  h a l f - m a d

w o r l d  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  and t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

7 8human s o u l . "  Lewis em p h a s ize d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  a t e r s e  

a n a l o g y :  " I f  t h e  e v a n g e l s  o f  l i f e - i n s u r a n c e  s e l l  s e c u r i t y

i n  d e a t h ,  we bookmen s e l l  s e c u r i t y  i n  l i f e  I"  And more im

p o r t a n t  t h a n  s e c u r i t y ,  "we s e l l  t h e  m os t  d i v e r t i n g  means y e t  

known o f  k e e p i n g  d a i l y  l i f e  from b e in g  a b o r e . " ^ ^

D i s c u s s i o n . - - H a v i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  a s  one w i t h  

h i s  a u d i e n c e  and s t a t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  had  

s p i r i t u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ,  t h e  n o v e l i s t  a d d r e s s e d  

h i m s e l f  to  t h e  theme o f  h i s  s p e e c h .  The s u p p l a n t e r s  and n o t  

enem ies  o f  t h e  book t h r e a t e n  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s a l e  o f  books .

The d e c l i n e  i n  s a l e s  was so  g r e a t ,  Lewis a d m i t t e d ,  t h a t  "one 

w onders  w h e t h e r  o u r  a l l i e d  t r a d e s  a r e  n o t  g o in g  o u t  com

p l e t e l y ,  a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  b u s t l e s  and buggy-  

w h i p s . "  Lewis r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  i d e a .  He b e l i e v e d  n o t h 

i n g  c o u ld  o r  would  c o m p l e t e l y  s u p p l a n t  t h e  " o l d - f a s h i o n e d  

p r i n t e d  b o o k . "  The o l d - f a s h i o n e d  books would  n o t  be r e p l a c e d  

by "any  n im b le  t e l e v i s i o n  a p p a r a t u s ,  any  s e r i e s  o f  p ho nograph  

r e c o r d s ,  any i n g e n i o u s  m i c r o s c o p i c  g a d g e t  w h e reb y  you can

7 8 i b i d .

7 9 l b i d . , p. 2013.
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c a r r y  t h e  e n t i r e  works  o f  B a lz a c  i n  y o u r  c i g a r e t t e  c a s e " ;  

none  o f  t h e s e  w i l l  e n t i r e l y  s u p p l a n t  books .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

f a c t s  m ust  be f a c e d .  T h e re  was much g r e a t e r  s e l e c t i v i t y  by 

t h e  r e a d e r ,  and few er  b u t  b e t t e r  books were  b e in g  w r i t t e n .  

T h i s  meant  t h a t  t h e  g u i l d  o f  b o o k - s e l l e r s  would  hav e  " t o  

know v a s t l y  more and work a l o t  h a r d e r  t o  w r i t e  o r  s e l l  any  

b o o k s ."80

To s u p p o r t  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  r e a d i n g  t a s t e  h a d  im

p ro v e d  from t h e  "many d o l l a r - a n d - a - h a l f  p a c k a g e s  o f  p in k  so ap  

s u d s "  o f  tw e n ty  o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago ,  he  c i t e d  t h e  b e s t 

s e l l e r s ,  Anthony A d v e r s e , E u r o p a , and The L a s t  P u r i t a n . T h ese  

b o o k s ,  he  s a i d ,  demanded from t h e  r e a d e r  a " c o n s i d e r a b l e  

knowledge  o f  t h e  w o r ld  b e f o r e  he  c an  sw al low  th e m ."  I f  some 

o f  them were  p u r c h a s e d  " m e re ly  t o  k eep  up w i t h  t h e  J o n e s e s , "  

s t i l l  t h e  p u r c h a s e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  book was u s e d  

by t h e  " c u l t u r a l  c l i m b e r "  i n s t e a d  o f  The S h e ik  o r  D o ro th y  

Vernon  o f  Haddon H a l l .

A n o th e r  r e a s o n  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  r e a d e r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

was t h a t  t h e  s e n t i m e n t a l i s t s  had. d e s e r t e d .  They were  " n o t  

b u y in g  books a t  a l l .  They hav e  gone o f f  t o  t h e  m ovies  i n 

s t e a d  o f  r e a d i n g  Gene S t r a t t o n - P o r t e r . " 8 ^

80l b i d .

G l f b i d .
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The word " ' e n e m i e s '  i s  n o t  t h e  j u s t  word ;  t h e y  a r e  

n o t  so  much enem ies  as  s u p p l a n t e r s . "  A f t e r  a l l  t h e  m akers  

o f  s a d d l e s  m ust  ha ve  c o m p la in e d  when books f i r s t  w ere  s o l d  

n o t  o n l y  t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and m o n a s t e r i e s  b u t  t o  " t h e  g e n t r y  

i n  g e n e r a l " ® ^  and t h e  v i n t n e r s  when t h e  " s q u i r e a r c h y "  r e a d  

books i n  t h e  e v e n in g  " i n s t e a d  o f  m a n f u l ly  s i t t i n g  a t ,  o r  

l y i n g  u n d e r ,  t h e  t a b l e  and f i n i s h i n g  i n  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  g e n 

t e e l  manner t h e i r  f o u r  h o n e s t  b o t t l e s  o f  p o r t . "  Why, books 

may s im p ly  be t a k i n g  t h e i r  t u r n  a t  b e in g  d e v a l u e d .  But w h a t 

e v e r  t h e  r e a s o n ,  " b o o k s e l l i n g  i s  t a k i n g  su c h  a b e a t i n g  a s  i t  

h a s  n o t  known f o r  y e a r s .

What were  t h e  s u p p l a n t e r s  o f  t h e  book? Lewis named 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  t h e  r a d i o ,  m o t io n  p i c t u r e s ,  a u t o m o b i l e s ,

b r i d g e ,  n i g h t  c l u b s ,  r o a d h o u s e s ,  w i n t e r  c r u i s e s ,  and c heap  

p u l p  m a g a z in e s .  Most i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l ,  Am ericans  had  chan g ed  

t h e i r  e n t i r e  way o f  l i v i n g .  T h ere  was s im p ly  l e s s  s p a c e  f o r  

books i n  t h e  f o u r - ro o m  a p a r t m e n t  t h a n  i n  t h e  tw e n ty - ro o m  

h o u s e  o f  1880. Expand ing  on t h e  i d e a  t h a t  l i v i n g  h a b i t s  had  

c h a n g e d ,  Lewis d e s c r i b e d  what  one room m ig h t  be u s e d  f o r  i n  

t h e  modern home :

G ^ Ib id .

8 3 l b i d . , p. 2014.
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L i b r a r y ,  t e a ,  b r i d g e ,  d o m e s t i c  q u a r r e l s .  U nc le  
T i m o t h y ' s  s o l i t a i r e ,  making  o u t  n e x t  m o n t h ' s  b u d g e t  
and t r y i n g  t o  d i s c o v e r  j u s t  why l a s t  m o n t h ' s  b u d g e t  
d i d n ' t  work o u t  r i g h t ,  and  a l l  o t h e r  p u b l i c  d i v e r 
s i o n s  w h a t s o e v e r . 84

Where was t h e  modern home l i b r a r y ?  A young c o u p le  i n  t h e

M id d le w e s t  a s k e d  t h e  n o v e l i s t ' s  a d v i c e  on b u i l d i n g  a l i b r a r y

and  t h e y  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  t h e y  owned " j u s t  t h r e e  b ooks :  a
Q C

cookbook ,  a t e l e p h o n e  book,  and a G ideon  B i b l e . "  An amus

i n g  a n e c d o t e ,  y e t  t h e  b o o k - s e l l e r s  may h a v e  p o n d e re d  t h e  im- 

l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .

What c o u ld  be done t o  g e t  p e o p le  t o  buy more b o o k s ,  

t o  r e a d  more boo k s?  Lewis d i d  n o t  d e v e l o p  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s p e e c h  i n  d e t a i l .  He was s u r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  b o ok 

s e l l e r s  h ad  n o t  u s e d  a l l  t h e  p o s s i b l e  o u t l e t s .  T h re e  i d e a s  

came t o  m ind :  s e n d  more books on a p p r o v a l  t o  o l d  c u s t o m e r s ,

e n c o u r a g e  s a l e  o f  books t o  summer h o t e l s  and camps, and  im-

fifip r o v e  on t h e  book c a r a v a n  i d e a  o f  " C h r i s  M o r l e y . "  The 

p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  book c l u b s  and  b o ok m o b i le s  o f  t o d a y  i n d i 

c a t e s  t h a t  L e w i s ' s  i d e a s  w e re  p r a c t i c a l .

C o n c l u s i o n . - - T h e  y e a r  1936 was a  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r .  

P e s s i m i s t i c a l l y  Lewis  w a rn ed  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  " i t  may be

G^I b i d .

GSl b i d . 

BGlb id .
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. . . a l l - - b o o k - d e a l e r s , w r i t e r s ,  p u b l i s h e r s - - "  w ere  " i n  

p e r m a n e n t l y  f o r  s m a l l e r  p r o f i t s . "  Lewis knew t h a t  some i n  

t h e  a u d i e n c e  w ere  l i k e  h i m s e l f ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  a t  

t h e i r  t r a d e ,  so  h e  c o u ld  a f f o r d  t o  b ra g  a l i t t l e ,  " F o r  

t h o s e  o f  u s  who f o r  tw e n ty  and t h i r t y  and f o r t y  y e a r s  h ave  

been  p ro u d  o f  b e in g  b o o k s e l l e r s ,  i t  may be a  m a t t e r  o f  p r i d e

t h a t  w i t h  much a g a i n s t  u s ,  we h ave  s u r v i v e d ,  and i n  o u r  lo v e

87o f  t h e  book a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  s t i l l  t o  s u r v i v e . "

R e l u c t a n t  t o  end on a mood o f  g loom, he  s p e c u l a t e d  

t h a t  " p e r h a p s  t h e  o l d  days  w i l l  come b a c k . "  C l e a r l y ,  t h e  

p u b l i c  would n o t  " a lw ay s  be c o m p l e t e l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  

g l a r i n g  s c r e e n , "  o r  " f o r e v e r  p r e f e r  t h e  u n c tu o u s  v e r b a l  c a 

r e s s e s  o f  r a d i o - a n n o u n c e r s  t o  t h e  m a n y - c o lo r e d  p ages  o f  

D i c k e n s . "  S u r e l y  Hollywood would n o t  r e m a in  " f o r e v e r  t h e  

New J e r u s a l e m . "88

W hateve r  t h e  f u t u r e  m ig h t  b r i n g  i n  t h e  way o f  new 

i d o l s ,  Lewis w i t h  h i s  a u d i e n c e  w ould  s t i l l  s a y ,  "As f o r  me 

and my h o u s e ,  we s h a l l  s e r v e  t h e  Lord i n  b o o k s ! "89

' ' i b i d .

88 l b i d .

Ĝ Ibid.
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Summary

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  sp e e c h  f a l l s  e a s i l y  i n t o  f o u r  

p a r t s ;  (1) e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r  a s  a  member o f  t h e  

b o o k s e l l i n g  p r o f e s s i o n ;  (2)  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  theme by a 

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  b o o k s e l l i n g  t o  A m erican  

c u l t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  ch anges  i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e a d i n g  

h a b i t s  b e c a u se  o f  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  (3) p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n s  

b o o k s e l l e r s  c o u ld  t a k e  to  promote  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  books by 

t h e  p u b l i c ;  and (4) an  a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  books have  s p i r i t u a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  a n a t i o n .

The theme t h a t  books had  been s u p p l a n t e d  by m o v ie s ,  

r a d i o ,  p u lp  m ag az in es  and t h e  m u l t i p l e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c h an ges  

i n  A m e r i c a ' s  way o f  l i f e  was s u p p o r t e d  by s e l e c t e d  exam ples  

and a n e c d o t e s .  Lewis d id  n o t  e x t e n s i v e l y  document h i s  a s s e r 

t i o n s  b e c a u se  he  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  were  s e l f - e v i d e n t  t o  h i s  

a u d i e n c e .  P e rh a p s  t h e y  w e re .

On t h e  s u r f a c e  t h e  sp e e c h  was l i g h t  and e n t e r t a i n i n g ;  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  a u d ie n c e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  s e r i o u s  u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  

p rob lem s  f a c i n g  t h e  book i n d u s t r y  i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  economic  

d e p r e s s i o n .  They r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  was b e in g  

t h r e a t e n e d  by f i l m s ,  r a d i o ,  cheap  m ag a z in es  as w e l l  a s  by t h e  

economic  d e p r e s s i o n .  T h a t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e l l  books 

was n o t  news t o  t h e  members o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  A l s o ,  t h e y  were
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w e l l  aware  t h a t  t h e  t a s t e  o f  t h e  Am erican  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c  was 

c h a n g in g .  You c o u ld  n o t  s e l l  t h e  s e n t i m e n t a l  n o v e l  f o r  two 

f i f t y  when t h e  p u l p  m agaz ine  s o l d  s i m i l a r  pap f o r  f i f t e e n  

c e n t s .

Lewis was n o t  g i v i n g  h i s  a u d ie n c e  s t a r t l i n g  d a t a ;  

j u s t  a s  i n  t h e  Nobel  s p e e c h  h e  r e a l l y  o f f e r e d  n o t h i n g  new i n  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  He was j u s t  p u t t i n g  i n t o  words what  t h e  a u d i 

ence  a l r e a d y  f e l t .  The p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  was t o  r e v i e w  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and s t i m u l a t e  a g r e a t e r  p r i d e  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n

o f  b o o k s e l l i n g .  H is  t o n e  was g ay ,  o p t i m i s t i c ,  and h i s  words

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  and f r a n k .  He had  a n a l y z e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  and 

gave  them what  t h e y  e x p e c t e d :  humor,  s o c i a l  s a t i r e ,  and

p r o v o c a t i v e  i d e a s ,

"The A r t i s t , t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and th e  P e a c e "

With  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  ^  C a n ' t  Happen Here  Lewis 

showed more and more c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  w o r ld  p o l i 

t i c s .  He h a t e d  Communism o r  F a sc i sm  o r  any form o f  

d i c t a t o r s h i p  :

W hile  t h e  Communists l o a t h e  t h e  F a s c i s t s ,  t h e i r  
m ethods  a r e  t h e  same. T h e re  a r e  t h e  same s p i e s ,  t h e  
same su dd en  a r r e s t s  and k i l l i n g s ,  t h e  same t h i r d  d e 
g r e e s  u n d e r  one sy s te m  a s  u n d e r  t h e  o t h e r .  R u s s i a
h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  mass s t r e n g t h  o f  commu
nism  p r o v i d e s  no e s c a p e  from d i c t a t o r s h i p .  M oreo ver ,  
a l l  d i c t a t o r s  f o l l o w  t h e  same r o u t i n e  o f  t o r t u r e .
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They m ust  a l l  be g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  same s a d i s t i c  
s c h o o l .  I  am o p p o sed  t o  m a c h in e -g u n  r u l e  i r r e 
s p e c t i v e  o f  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  by a w o r th y  
workman o r  a g i l d e d  g e n e r a l . 90

I n  C e d ar  R a p id s ,  Iowa,  i n  1937,  h e  t o l d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  

t h e  i s s u e  i n  A m erica  was n o t  be tw een  Communism and F a s c i s m  

b u t  be tw een  d i c t a t o r s h i p  and D e m o c r a c y . W ith t h e  b e g i n 

n i n g  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  World War, Lewis became even  more c o n 

c e r n e d  w i t h  w o r l d  p o l i t i c s  and h e  seemed t o  f e e l  s t r o n g l y  

t h e  n e e d  t o  e x p r e s s  h i m s e l f  a s  an  a r t i s t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

w o r l d  p r o b le m s .

The Speech

S a t u r d a y ,  December 16,  1944, t h e  a u t h o r  a p p e a r e d  as 

g u e s t  s p e a k e r  on t h e  T h i r d  Opera  V i c t o r y  R a l l y  o f  t h e  M e t r o 

p o l i t a n  O p e ra ,  b r o a d c a s t i n g  on t h e  Blue N e tw ork ,  s t a t i o n  WJZ. 

The t i t l e  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s  was "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and 

t h e  P e a c e . M i l t o n  C r o s s ,  m o d e r a t o r ,  i n t r o d u c e d  th e

^^New York T im e s , O c t o b e r  4 ,  1936, p. 3. [Lewis 
made t h e  rem ark  i n  an  i n t e r v i e w  r e p o r t e d  by S. J .  W o o lf . ]

^ ^New York T im es ,  O c to b e r  28 ,  1937,  p. 27.  [Lewis 
a dded  a y e a r  l a t e r :  "The s t r u g g l e  t o d a y  i s  n o t  one be tw een
communism and f a s c i s m ;  i t  i s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  b e tw een  t o l e r a n c e  
and  b i g o t r y - - b i g o t r y  p r e a c h e d  e q u a l l y  by communism and f a s 
c i s m . "  See New York T im e s , O c to b e r  4 ,  1936,  p .  3 . ]

9 9 The t i t l e  o f  t h i s  a d d r e s s  was o r i g i n a l l y  " A r t i s t s ,  
S c i e n t i s t s  and World P e a c e . "  See Lewis p a p e r s ,  Y a le  L i b r a r y .  
[ I n  t h e  m a rg in  o f  one d r a f t  t y p e d  by Lew is ,  h e  w r o t e :  "7 1 /2
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G e n e r a l  Manager  o f  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Opera  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Ed

w ard  J o h n s o n ,  who i n  t u r n  p r e s e n t e d  L ew is :

Sometimes t h o s e  whom we c a l l  " p r a c t i c a l  men o f  a f 
f a i r s "  seem t o  occupy  so  much o f  t h e  f o r e g r o u n d  o f  
t h e  w o r l d ' s  s t a g e  t h a t  we a r e  a p t  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  
back  o f  them s t a n d  t h e  men o f  a r t ,  o f  s c i e n c e - - t h e  
t h i n k e r s ,  t h e  d r e a m e r s ,  i f  you l i k e - - b u t  t h i n k e r s  
and d re a m e rs  who i n  t h e i r  s u b t l e ,  p o w e r f u l  way 
som etim es  do more t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a n  a l l  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  and s o - c a l l e d  " p r a c t i c a l  m en ."
. . . We know o f  few men who can  sp e a k  w i t h  more 
c o n v i c t i o n  and a u t h o r i t y  t h a n  Mr. S i n c l a i r  L e w i s . 93

The g e n e r a l  s u b j e c t  f o r  t h e  s e r i e s  was "The F i g h t  f o r  P e a c e . "

I n  t h e  p a s t  t h e  program  h a d  had  a d d r e s s e s  by d i p l o m a t s ,

p o l i t i c i a n s ,  e c o n o m i s t s ,  and v i s i t i n g  f o r e i g n  d i g n i t a r i e s ;

now Lewis was a s k e d  t o  sp e ak  a s  a man i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s c i e n c e

and as  a n o v e l i s t  o f  w o r l d - w i d e  r e p u t a t i o n . 9^

By 1944, Lewis was c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h e  c r e a t i v e  man 

c o u ld  n o t  l i v e  i n  an i v o r y  t o w e r .  H i s  p u r p o s e  i n  t h i s  t a l k  

was t o  u s e  w ha t  i n f l u e n c e  he  m ig h t  h a v e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  who

on Thur  8 e x a c t  on S a t " - - p r o b a b l y  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t i m i n g  
o f  t h e  a d d r e s s . ]

93 Rad io  s c r i p t  o f  t h e  T h i r d  Opera  V i c t o r y  R a l l y  o f  
t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  O p e ra ,  pp .  2 7 -2 8 .  See Lewis p a p e r s ,  Y a le  
L i b r a r y .

94 Lewis s r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a man i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s c i e n c e  
r e s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  upon  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  n o v e l ,  A r r o w s m i th , 
w h ich  was t h e  s a g a  o f  a young d o c t o r .  H i s  r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
Nobel  P r i z e  g u a r a n t e e d  h i s  fame as  a n o v e l i s t  w i t h  w o r l d  
s t a t u r e .
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were  t r y i n g  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  Am erican  p e o p le  t h a t  a  p e a c e f u l  

w o r ld  depended  upon some form o f  w o r ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The 

theme was :

The s c i e n t i s t ,  t h e  a r t i s t ,  can  u l t i m a t e l y  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  making a w o r ld  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n ,  o n l y  m  a w o r ld  
t h a t  i s  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n - - n o t  a c i t y  o r  a s t a t e  o r  a 
n a t i o n ,  b u t  a w o r ld  t h a t  i s  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n .  T h a t  f a c t  
he  must  know, and must  p r o c l a i m . 95

I n t r o d u c t i o n . - - W i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  f a i l u r e ,  Lewis 

began;  " I t  i s  p o s s i b l e - - i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  p o s s i b l e - - t h a t  no 

a r t i s t  and no s c i e n t i s t  h a s  e v e r  been  a b l e  to  c a r r y  o u t  h a l f  

h i s  p l a n s  t o  make mankind more c h e e r f u l  and d e c e n t . "  Why 

h a v e  t h e y  f a i l e d ?  " S in c e  h i s t o r y  began ,  a l l  c r e a t i v e  t a l 

e n t s  ha v e  been  cramped by th e  i n s e c u r i t y  o f  a w o r ld  i n s a n e  

w i t h  war  and t y r a n n y . "  The a r t i s t  and t h e  s c i e n t i s t  must  

b e a r  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The c r e a t i v e  man c o n t r i b 

u t e d  t o  war and ty r a n n y  as  he  " t r i e d  t o  h i d e  h i m s e l f  from 

t h e  a g e - l o n g  c o n f l i c t  f o r  a more r e a s o n a b l e  w o r l d . "  I n  t h e  

l a s t  few c r i s i s  y e a r s ,  ho w ev er ,  some had  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  no 

m a t t e r  "how d e t a c h e d  from commerce o r  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n "  

t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t h e y  a r e  " s t i l l  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  u n i v e r s a l  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  and a g a i n s t  dem o cracy " ;  t h e y  l i s t e n e d  w i t h  t h e  

r e s t  o f  mankind t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  " 'Which s i d e  a r e  you o n - -

p. 36.
^^Lewis, "The A r t i s t ,  the  S c i e n t i s t  and the  P ea c e ,"
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i s o l a t i o n  o r  w o r l d - c o n t r o l - - w h i c h  s i d e  a r e  you on? '"9&  Now 

t h e y  an sw er  i t .  I n  a  way, t h i s  r a d i o  t a l k  was p a r t  o f  

L e w i s ' s  a n sw e r .

D i s c u s s i o n . - - T h e  c r e a t i v e  man, l i k e  t h e  a v e r a g e  

w o r k e r ,  f a c e d  a  d e c i s i o n .  Each m ust  c h o ose  be tw een  t y r a n n y  

o r  f reedom . Lewis s e l e c t e d  ex am p les  from l i t e r a r y  and  s c i 

e n t i f i c  h i s t o r y  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  how some men h ad  made t h a t  

c h o i c e  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Lou is  P a s t e u r ,  James W h i s t l e r ,  and 

W a l t e r  P a t e r  " f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  work was so  s u p e r i o r  

t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  l i v e  i n  p l u s h - l i n e d  c lo u d s  above t h e  human 

s t r u g g l e . "  A man l i k e  V o l t a i r e  o r  D ickens  b e l i e v e d  a s  t h e  

p h y s i c i a n ,  V e s a l i u s ,  who knew he  c o u l d  n o t  have  a p r i v a t e  

l i g h t  t o  work by " i f  t h e  whole  w o r l d  e l s e w h e r e  was i n  d a r k 

n e s s ,  and he  c r i e d  'L e t  t h e r e  be u n i v e r s a l  l i g h t . ' '  even  i f ,  

i n  so c r y i n g ,  he  l o s t  h i s  r e s p e c t a b l e  r e p u t a t i o n  o r  h i s  v e r y  

l i f e . "  D ur ing  t h e  f i r s t  World War, " s o  t i m i d  and r e t i r e d  an 

e t c h e r  o f  s o c i e t y  a s  Henry  Jam es"  spoke  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  

K a i s e r .  B e r n a r d  Shaw, A l b e r t  E i n s t e i n ,  and C a r l  Sandburg  

knew t h a t  " t h e i r  l i t t l e  d e s k s  w ere  n o t h i n g  u n l e s s  t h e y  were 

j o i n e d  t o  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  l i t t l e  d e s k s  i n  t h e  w o r l d . "  Lewis ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  o f  a l l  men, " t h e  a r t i s t ,  t h e  s c i e n 

t i s t ,  must  know and somewhat l o u d l y  s t a t e  w h e t h e r  he  i s  f o r

9G%bid., p. 32.
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t y r a n n y  and c r u e l t y  and m ach ine  d i s c i p l i n e ,  o r  f o r  t h e

p e o p l e ,  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e . "97

T h e re  had  been  men, h o w e v e r ,  who h a d  n o t  c h o s e n  

f re e d o m .  An exam ple  o f  an  a r t i s t  who c h o se  t y r a n n y  was t h e  

German w r i t e r ,  G e r h a r d t  Hauptmann. Hauptmann p r e f e r r e d  

" s a f e t y  and a handsome new farm  and o b s e q u i o u s n e s s  t o  a l l  

t h e  g o o s e - s t e p p i n g  l o r d s  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  Germ any ,"  and l o s t  

h i s  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and  t h e  " l o v e  o f  e v e r y  d e c e n t  m a n ."  But 

t h e r e  w ere  o t h e r  Germans and A u s t r i a n s ,  men l i k e  F r a n z  Wer- 

f e l ,  S t e f a n  Zweig ,  Sigmund F r e u d ,  B é la  S c h i c k ,  Thomas Mann, 

who " d e c i d e d  t h a t  new h o u s e s  and new c o a t s  and t h e  h o a r s e  

c h e e r i n g  o f  s c h m a l t z - h e a d e d  d r i l l - s e r g e a n t s  w e r e n ' t  enough 

t o  make up  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  h o n o r . "  They went  i n t o  an  e x i l e  

w h ich  m eant  g i v i n g  up  " e v e r y  n e i g h b o r ,  e v e r y  t i t l e ,  even  t h e  

sw e e t  sound  o f  t h e i r  own a c c u s to m e d  l a n g u a g e ,  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  

m ig h t  know on w h ich  s i d e  t h e y  w e r e . "9®

The above  p a s s a g e  was s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a 

s o n s :  (1 )  i t  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h a t  Lewis even  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f

W orld  War I I  r e f u s e d  t o  i n d i c t  any  r a c e  o r  n a t i o n a l  g ro u p  

w i t h  t o t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  w a r ;  (2)  i t  e x p r e s s e d  h i s

9?I b i d . , p. 33.

9Blbid.
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l o v e  o f  t h e  sound  o f  h i s  own l a n g u a g e ;  (3)  i t  s u g g e s t e d  h i s  

own f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  l o n e l i n e s s  o f  e x i l e ;  (4) i t  was a n o t h e r  

a t t a c k  upon t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  d i c t a t o r s h i p - - " s c h m a l t z - h e a d e d  

d r i l l - s e r g e a n t s "  and t h e  o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  men o f  

r i t u a l  l a n d  and th e  men o f  b a r b a r i s m  Lewis so  v i v i d l y  p o r 

t r a y e d  i n  I_t Can ' t  Happen H e r e .

I s n ' t  i t ,  Lewis a s k e d ,  " co sm ic  i d i o c y  t h a t  an  h o n e s t  

and c o m p e te n t  man s h o u l d  ha v e  to  l o s e  even  h i s  own to n g u e  

and b e lo v e d  c i t i z e n s h i p  b e c a u se  he  ^  to o  h o n e s t  and to o  com

p e t e n t  t o  s t a n d  f o r  t h e  b o tc h e d  t y r a n n i e s  o f  g a n g s t e r  r u l 

e r s  ?"99 The t im e  had  come f o r  "a  new k i n d  o f  w o r ld  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n "  w h ich  w i l l  p ro d u ce  " s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  c o m p e te n t  and 

h o n e s t . "  A f t e r  a l l ,  " p u b l i c  m urder  h a s  become a  l i t t l e  to o  

c o s t l y - - t h e r e  a r e  p e o p le  who a r e  r e a l l y  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  some 

s o r t  o f  a law a g a i n s t  i t  !"100 Lewis d i d  n o t  d w e l l  on t h e  

p r a c t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a w o r ld  g o v e rn m e n t ,  bu t  he  s im p ly  

a t t e m p t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  one was n eed e d  t o  p r e 

v e n t  f u t u r e  w a rs  and t o  s e c u r e  f reedom .

The a u t h o r  rem in d ed  t h e  r a d i o  l i s t e n e r s  t h a t  t h e  l a w 

y e r ,  t h e  g a r a g e  m e c h a n ic ,  o r  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  was a f f e c t e d  by

99 l b i d . , pp. 33-34

l O O l b i d . , p. 34.
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war as  w e l l  as  t h e  c r e a t i v e  man. They a l l  must  make a l i v 

i n g ,  "a  d i v e r s i o n  e x t r e m e l y  cramped by w a r , "  b u t  t h e  a r t i s t  

o r  s c i e n t i s t  h ad  an a d d i t i o n a l  p ro b lem .  The o r d i n a r y  w o rk 

man, c a r p e n t e r  o r  S e n a t o r  "works b e s t  when h e  s c r u p u l o u s l y  

f o l l o w s  t h e  b e s t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  d a y , " b u t  t h e  a r t i s t ,  t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r ,  t h e  i n v e n t o r  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s o c i e t y  "as  t h e i r  

work i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  been  done 

b e f o r e . "  C o n fo rm i ty  was d e a t h  t o  t h e  c r e a t i v e  man. And, o f  

c o u r s e ,  t h e  d i c t a t o r i a l  s o c i e t y  c a n n o t  b rook  n o n - c o n f o r m i t y  

and th e  a r t i s t  c a n n o t  " d e v e l o p  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t n e s s  i n  a w o r ld  

o f  i n s e c u r i t y . "  Under t y r a n n y ,  t h e  a r t i s t ' s  o r  t h e  s c i e n 

t i s t ' s  work i s  " ju d g e d  n o t  by i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  mankind b u t  

by t h e  way i n  which  i t  t i c k l e s  a gang o f  g o r i l l a s . "  Lewis 

c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  no a r t i s t  o r  s c i e n t i s t  was a b l e  t o  d w e l l  c o n 

t i n u o u s l y  i n  h i s  n a t i v e  l a n d  o f  t r u t h  b e c a u se  i t  "a lw ays  h a s  

been  s to rm ed  by t h e  l o v e r s  o f  p o w e r . "^01

Why s h o u ld  t h e  a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n  be c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  

s p e c i a l  p rob lem  o f  t h e  a r t i s t ?  Lewis g u e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  men 

and women tu n e d  t o  t h e  o p e r a  b r o a d c a s t  were  p r o b a b l y  a s e l e c t  

g r o u p ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  a r t s ,  so he  d i r e c t e d  

h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  a rg u m e n ts  t o  t h e  " a d m i r e r s "  o f  c r e a t i v e  w ork :

When t h e  N az is  b u rn ed  t h e  books i n  B e r l i n - - o r  f o r  
t h a t  m a t t e r ,  when a c e r t a i n  handsome o l d  c i t y  i n

lO llb id .
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t h e s e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f l o p s  back i n t o  m e d i e v a l i s m  and  
b a n s  books t h a t  do n o t  seem t o  do much i n j u r y  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  c i t i e s - - t h e n  i t  i s  t h e  w o u ld -b e  r e a d e r s  o f  
t h e  books t h a t  s u f f e r  more t h a n  t h e  w r i t e r s . 102

S i n c e  many o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w ere  m u s ic  l o v e r s ,  t h e  n o v e l i s t

s e l e c t e d  a n o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  t h i s  one a b o u t  c e n s o r s h i p  o f

m u s ic :  "When t h e  N a z i s  d e c i d e  t h a t  t h e  m u s ic  o f  M e n d e ls so h n

i s  J e w i s h  and n o t  a t  a l l  t h e  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  Dr. G o e b b e ls

would  c a r e  t o  w r i t e ,  t h e n  i t  i s  t h e  l o v e r s  o f  sy m phon ies  and

n o t  t h e  g h o s t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m a s t e r  t h a t  a r e  r o b b e d . "  Lewis

c h a l l e n g e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e :

I f  p e o p le  r e a l l y  want  g r e a t  m u s ic ,  g r e a t  p o e t r y ,  
g r e a t  p a i n t i n g ,  i f  t h e y  r e a l l y  w an t  m e d i c a l  d i s c o v 
e r i e s  w h ich  w i l l  s a v e  t h e i r  b a b i e s  from d e a t h ,  i n 
s t e a d  o f  w a n t in g  t o  l i v e  e i t h e r  i n  a F a s c i s t  
s l a u g h t e r - h o u s e  o r  a  c o m i c - s t r i p  w o r ld  o f  t r i v i a l 
i t y ,  t h e n  t h e y  must g i v e  t h e  a r t i s t s  and t h e  s c i e n 
t i s t s  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  w h ich  t h e y  can  show what  
t h e y  r e a l l y  can  d o - - a s  none  o f  them h a s  e v e r  y e t  
h ad  t h e  c h an ce  t o  s h o w .103

L e w i s ’s  a t t a c k  was t w o - p r o n g e d :  upon N az i  Germany w i t h  i t s

m i l i t a r y  s t a t e  and upon t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  i t s  h e r o e s  o f

Mickey Mouse, Jo e  DiMaggio,  and Rudy V a l l e e .  The n o v e l i s t

i m p l i e d  t h a t  Am erica  p rom oted  t h e  t r i v i a l  and r e j e c t e d  o r

i g n o r e d  t h e  w e i g h t y .  A g a in ,  a s  i n  t h e  Nobel  s p e e c h  and  t h e

"Enemies  o f  t h e  Book" a d d r e s s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e

^^^I b i d . , pp. 34-35

l O ^ I b i d . , p. 35.
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n e e d  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  was n o t  m a t e r i a l  w e a l t h - - n o t  a s o f t e r  b e d ,  

more f o o d ,  o r  p u b l i c i t y - - b u t  " a n  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  whac he  i s  

d o in g  i s  n o t  f u t i l e ,  a  s e n s e  c h a t  i t  p r o f i t s  him t o  p ro d u c e  

what  w i l l  demand o f  him t h e  l a b o r  o f  y e a r s ,  t h a t  w i l l  demand 

a  whole  l i f e t i m e  o f  t h e  most  h o n e s t  d e v o t i o n . "  The a r t i s t  

d i d  n o t  wane co t u r n  " o u t  s o m e th in g  c h a t  w i l l  p l e a s e  t h e  

f i c k l e  v a n i t y  o f  F a s c i s t  p l a y b o y s  whose t o y s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  

t h e  m a c h in e -g u n  and t h e  ro p e  bu t  p r e t t y  p r o p a g a n d a .

C o n c l u s i o n . - - D e s p i s i n g  t h e  h y p o c r i s y  o f  a p e a c e  t h a t  

was n o t  p e a c e ,  Lewis a s k e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  c o n s i d e r  wha t  may 

h a p p en  a f t e r  t h i s  w a r .  I s  t h e r e  g o in g  t o  be a " p a t c h e d - u p  

w o r l d , "  o r  a " few more p l e a s a n t  f i c t i o n s  c a l l e d  t r e a t i e s  and 

t e a - p a r t i e s  c a l l e d  c o n f e r e n c e s ? "  I f  s o ,  he  p r e f e r r e d  " t h e  

m ost  m u l i s h  k i n d  o f  c o m p le t e  i s o l a t i o n i s m  . . .  t o  p l a y i n g  

a t  w o r l d - g o v e r n m e n t , b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  h o n e s t :  you

know what  and where  i t  i s . "  Fo r  Lewis and  f o r  any  a r t i s t  o r  

s c i e n t i s t  i t  roust be a l l  o r  n o t h i n g  b e c a u s e  c r e a t i v e  t a l e n t  

would  be c o r r u p t e d  "by t h e  c y n ic i s m  t h a t  s p r e a d s  i n  an  i n s e 

c u r e  and  d i s h o n e s t  w o r l d . "^05 The germ o f  d e s p a i r  r o t s  t h e  

w h o le :  t h e  work o f  t h e  a r t i s t ,  t h e  s c i e n t i s t ,  and a l l  t h e i r

^ ^ ^ I b i d ,
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f o l l o w e r s .

As i n  h i s  o t h e r  a d d r e s s e s ,  Lewis u s e d  exam ples  t o  

d r a m a t i z e  h i s  i d e a s .  He a s k e d  t h e  a u d ie n c e  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  

" s c i e n c e  o f  g e n e t i c s , t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  b i r t h  and t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  

o f  b e t t e r  c h i l d r e n , "  and t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h a t  s c i e n c e  by 

t h e  N a z i s  t o  p ro d u c e  o n l y  more and  s t r o n g e r  N azi  c h i l d r e n .  

T h a t  was e v i l  I The s c i e n c e  o f  g e n e t i c s ,  he s a i d ,  w i l l  n o t  

t r u l y  b e g in  t o  be v a l u a b l e  " u n t i l  i t  i s  d e v o te d  t o  p r o d u c i n g  

n o t  b e t t e r  l i t t l e  G e r m a n s - - y e s , o r  b e t t e r  l i t t l e  Am ericans  

o r  E n g l i s h m e n - - bu t  u n i v e r s a l l y ,  e v e ry w h ere  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  r e 

g a r d l e s s  o f  u n i f o r m s ,  b e t t e r  human b e i n g s . "  Lewis c o n c lu d e d  

t h e  r a d i o  t a l k  w i t h  a r e s t a t e m e n t  o f  h i s  theme:

The s c i e n t i s t ,  t h e  a r t i s t ,  can  u l t i m a t e l y  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  making a w o r ld  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n ,  o n l y  m  a w o r ld  
c h a t  i s  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n - - n o t  a c i t y  o r  a s t a t e  o r  a 
n a t i o n ,  b u t  a w o r ld  t h a t  i s  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n .  T h a t  
f a c t  h e  must  know, and must p r o c l a i m . 1^6

Summary

I n  t h i s  r a d i o  t a l k  Lewis expanded  h i s  e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  t h e  a r t i s t  and Am erican  s o c i e t y  

t o  a c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a l l  c r e a t i v e  men t o  

w o r ld  s o c i e t y .  The n o v e l i s t ,  a s  many o t h e r  p r o v i n c i a l  Amer

i c a n s ,  had  w i t h  World War I I  become more and more aware  t h a t

^ ° ^ I b i d . , p. 36.
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f reedom and democracy  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  were  a f f e c t e d  by 

t h e  g row th  o r  l o s s  o f  f reedom and democracy  a ro u n d  t h e  g l o b e .  

The p rob lem  was more t h a n  academ ic  f o r  Lew is .  H is  o l d e s t  

son ,  W e l l s ,  had  been  k i l l e d  by a s n i p e r ' s  b u l l e t  on O c to b e r  

29 ,  1944, e i g h t e e n  days b e f o r e  t h i s  s p e e c h .

Chairman Jo h n son  p r a i s e d  t h e  a d d r e s s  : " I  a s s u r e  you

y o u r  f e l l o w  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  a r t s ,  and a l s o  I  am s u r e  i n  t h e  

s c i e n c e s ,  a p p r e c i a t e  h a v in g  you as  t h e i r  sp o k e sm a n ."  The 

Chairman c o n c l u d e d ,  "You h ave  added a s t r i k i n g  and h i g h l y  i n 

d i v i d u a l  n o t e  t o  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F i g h t  f o r  P e a c e . 7

T r u e ,  L e w i s ' s  words had been  h i g h l y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  bu t  

many o f  h i s  i d e a s  i n  t h e  r a d i o  s p e e c h  were  s i m i l a r  t o  ones  

e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a d d r e s s e s  s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r .  

B a s i c a l l y  t h e  s p e e c h  f a l l s  i n t o  f o u r  p a r t s :  (1) i d e n t i f i c a 

t i o n  o f  a r t i s t s  and s c i e n t i s t s  as p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r ld  community;  

(2) d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  need  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and c r e a t i v e  e n 

d e a v o r ;  (3) d i s c u s s i o n  o f  what t h e  a r t i s t  does  n o t  n e e d :  e x 

c e s s i v e  f i n a n c i a l  r ew a rd s  o r  d i c t a t o r i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s ;  (4) 

and a s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  theme t h a t  t y r a n n y  i n  any f o r m - -  

t y r a n n y  o f  c e n s o r s h i p  o r  t y r a n n y  o f  t a s t e - - s t i f l e s  t h e  c r e a 

t i v e  w o rk e r  and t h a t  o n l y  i n  an a tm o sp h e re  o f  f reedom  and

^^^Johnson, Radio s c r i p t ,  p. 35.
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and p e a c e  can  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  o r  t h e  a r t i s t  ' ’u l t i m a t e l y  c o n 

t r i b u t e  t o  making t h e  w o r ld  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n . "108

C o n c lu s io n

The Nobel  a d d r e s s ,  "The A m erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  

e x p r e s s e d  t h e  f i n a l  b r e a k i n g  away o f  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e  

from E u ro p ean  t r a d i t i o n s ;  t h e  "Enemies  o f  t h e  Book" f o c u s e d  

upon ch an g e s  i n  American  r e a d i n g  h a b i t s  i n  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  

y e a r s ;  and t h e  " A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a ce "  demon

s t r a t e d  t h e  m a t u r i t y  American  l e t t e r s  had  r e a c h e d  a s  S i n c l a i r  

Lewis a n a l y z e d  t h e  b ro a d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a l l  a r t i s t s  t o  w o r ld  

c u l t u r e .

One i d e a  u n d e r l i e s  t h e  t h r e e  s p e e c h e s ,  L e w i s ' s  p a s 

s i o n a t e  b e l i e f  i n  f reedom  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  He d e fe n d e d  

a r t i c u l a t e l y  t h e  a r t i s t  and t h e  s c i e n t i s t ,  i n d e e d ,  a l l  men 

who w ish e d  t o  be d i f f e r e n t .  Lewis h a t e d  r e s t r a i n t  o r  t y r a n n y  

i n  any form. H is  b e lo v e d  Y a le  p r o f e s s o r ,  W i l l i a m  Lyon P h e l p s ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  S i n c l a i r  Lewis w i t h  t h e s e  words  :

Mr. Lewis i s  a w a r m - h e a r t e d ,  p a s s i o n a t e ,  e x c i t a b l e ,  
g e n i a l ,  f r i e n d l y ,  a f f e c t i o n a t e  man, who h a t e s  c r u e l t y  
and  i n j u s t i c e  b e c a u s e  h e  l o v e s  t h e  i n a r t i c u l a t e  com
mon p e o p le .

p . 36.
*1 A O

Lewis ,  "The A r t i s t ,  the  S c i e n t i s t  and the  P ea ce ,"
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R e s t r a i n t  o f  any k i n d  he  c a n n o t  e n d u r e .  R e s t r a i n t ,  
R e p r e s s i o n ,  R e s p e c t a b i l i t y - - t h o s e  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  R ' s  
t h a t  make him s e e  R e d . 109

C h a p t e r  IV p r e s e n t s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o v e l i s t  

a s  a  r h e t o r i c i a n .  How d i d  Lewis u s e  t h e  n o v e l  t o  p e r s u a d e  

t h e  A m er ican  p e o p le ?  What themes s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  ones  i n  t h e  

s e l e c t e d  a d d r e s s e s  d i d  he  e x p r e s s  i n  h i s  f i c t i o n a l  work?

^^^"As I  L ik e  I t , "  S c r i b n e r ' s M a g a z in e , X C II I  ( A p r i l ,
1 9 3 3 ) ,  256 .



CHAPTER IV 

THE NOVELIST AS RHETORICIAN 

I n t r o d u c t i o n

The l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  f a c e s  a p rob lem  i n  r e c o n c i l i n g

S i n c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  a r t i s t i c  f a i l u r e s  w i t h  t h e  im p a c t  he  had

upon t h e  A m erican  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c .  Mark S c h o r e r  i m p l i e d  t h e

p rob lem  when he  w r o t e  t h a t  Lewis was one o f  t h e  w o r s t  w r i t e r s

i n  modern A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e  and ,  t h e n ,  added  t h a t  w i t h o u t

L e w i s ' s  w r i t i n g  one c a n n o t  im a g in e  modern Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  L e w i s ' s  d e a t h .  Time p u b l i s h e d  t h i s  e s t i m a t e  o f

L e w i s ' s  c a r e e r ;

He was n o t  a  g r e a t  w r i t e r ,  n o r  even  a v e r y  good one ;  
b u t  h e  h i t  t h e  U. S. h a r d  i n  i t s  s o l a r  p l e x u s ,  im
m o r t a l i z e d  a  n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  and added  s e v e r a l  
h o u s e h o l d  w ords  t o  t h e  American l a n g u a g e . 1

He i m m o r t a l i z e d  a n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r ;  he  was n o t  a g r e a t

w r i t e r .  How can  t h e s e  two s t a t e m e n t s  be r e c o n c i l e d ?  They

^ " S i n c l a i r  Lewis 1 8 8 5 -1 9 5 1 ,"  Time, LVll  ( J a n u a r y  22 ,  
1 9 5 1 ) ,  36.
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can  be r e c o n c i l e d  when L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  

r h e t o r i c a l  i n  p u rp o se  r a t h e r  t h a n  f i c t i o n a l .  S i n c l a i r  Lewis 

d i d  n o t  w r i t e  f o r  t h e  l i t e r a r y  e l i t e ,  h i s  books were  f o r  t h e  

men and women o f  Main S t r e e t  U. S, A . - - t h e y  were  h i s  a u d i 

ence  and he  had  a m essage  f o r  them. Lewis c o n s i s t e n t l y  s u b 

o r d i n a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  t e l l i n g  a r t  t o  t h e  a r t  o f  p e r s u a s i o n .

As he  t r i e d  i n  a n o v e l  t o  c l a r i f y  o r  em phas ize  h i s  t h e s i s  on 

a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t o p i c ,  he  t e n d e d  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  t h e  c h a r a c 

t e r s  o r  p l o t  and th e  a r t  o f  s t o r y  t e l l i n g  s u f f e r e d .  Thus ,  

t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  S i n c l a i r  Lewis was o f t e n  a bad w r i t e r  

though  h i s  i d e a s  " h i t  t h e  U. S. h a r d  i n  i t s  s o l a r  p l e x u s "  i s  

an a c c u r a t e  one.

E r i c  Goldman i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "Books T h a t  Changed 

A m e r i c a , "  advanced  th e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  had  been  t h r e e  t y p e s  

o f  books t h a t  shaped  American  l i f e :  t h o s e  t h a t  mold c o n t i n u 

o u s l y  American p a t t e r n s  o f  l i f e - - t h e  B i b l e ,  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  and 

t h e  American C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  t h e  ones  t h a t  e x p lo d e d  w i t h  s p e c 

t a c u l a r  im m ed ia te  e f f e c t s ;  and " t h e  volumes t h a t  had  a s u b 

s t a n t i a l  r o l e  i n  c h a n g in g  A m erica  d u r i n g  a p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d . "  

The f i r s t  g ro up  sp e a k s  t o  a l l  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  se co n d  s p e a k s  

f o r  a moment o n l y ,  bu t  t h e  t h i r d  s p e a k s  t o  a g e n e r a t i o n ,  

L e w i s ' s  books b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  t h i r d  g r o u p ,  Goldman d e f i n e d  

t h i s  g r o u p :  " A pp ear in g  a t  some c r i t i c a l  j u n c t u r e ,  t h e y  caught
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a l a t e n t  t r e n d ,  a n d ,  by c a t c h i n g  i t  w i t h  j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  n u 

a n c e s ,  w h i r l e d  i t  a h e a d . I n  t h i s  g ro u p  a r e  Tom P a i n e ' s  

Common S e n s e , H a r r i e t  B e ec h e r  S t o w e ' s  U nc le  Tom' s C a b i n , 

Henry G e o r g e ' s  P r o g r e s s  and P o v e r t y , Sigmund F r e u d ' s  The I n 

t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  D ream s, C h a r l e s  B e a r d ' s  ^  Economic I n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n , John  Dewey 's  Human N a t u r e  and 

C o n d u c t , and S i n c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  B a b b i t t . ^

Mark S c h o r e r  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  t h e o r y  when h e  w r i t e s ,  

"Am erican  c u l t u r e  seems a lw ays  t o  h ave  h a d  a l i t e r a r y  s p o k e s 

man, a s i n g l e  w r i t e r  who p r e s e n t e d  Am erican  c u l t u r e  and Amer

i c a n  a t t i t u d e s  tow a rd  i t s  c u l t u r e ,  t o  t h e  w o r l d .

U nc le  Tom' s C abin  and B a b b i t t  a r e  t h e  o n ly  f i c t i o n  

works i n  G o ldm an 's  l i s t  and t o  compare t h e  two a u t h o r s  may 

n o t  be as  o u t r a g e o u s  as i t  f i r s t  seems.  Both n o v e l i s t s  

l a c k e d  a r t i s t i c  s t a t u r e ,  y e t  b o th  c r e a t e d  l a s t i n g  n a t i o n a l

^ S a t u r d a y  R ev iew , XXXVI ( J u l y  4 ,  19 53) ,  7.

3
W r i t i n g  i n  1953 Goldman e x p r e s s e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  l i k e  E is e n h o w e r  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  mood 
b u t  h e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no book r e f l e c t i n g  t h i s .  P e r 
h a p s  he would f e e l  t o d a y  t h a t  B a r ry  G o l d w a t e r ' s  C o n sc ie n c e  
o f  a C o n s e r v a t i v e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  mood and a l s o  
e x p l a i n s  i t s  s u r p r i s i n g - - s u r p r i s i n g  t o  i t s  a u t h o r  and p u b 
l i s h e r -  - s u c c e s s  .

'^S i n c l a i r  Lewis : An American L i f e  (New York:  Mc
G r a w - H i l l  Book Company, I n c . ,  1 961) ,  p. 270.
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m a s t e r p i e c e s .  They were  i n  t h e  " v a n g u a r d  o f  d e n u n c i a t i o n " ^  

o f  some m a jo r  A m erican  w e a k n e s s .  By d i s t o r t i n g ,  e x a g g e r a t 

i n g ,  and c r i t i c i z i n g  A m erican  s o c i e t y  t h e y  s t i r r e d  a  v a s t  

l e v e l  o f  A m er ic an s  who r a r e l y  b o u g h t  a book t o  r u s h  o u t  t o  

buy and t o  r e a d .

H a r r i e t  B e ec h e r  Stowe d i r e c t e d  h e r  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  What were  L e w i s ' s  t a r 

g e t s ?  A c c o rd in g  t o  Mark S c h o r e r  t h e y  w ere  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

B e g in n in g  w i t h  L e w i s ' s  a s s a u l t  on t h e  p r o v i n c i a l i s m  
o f  backwoods A m e r ic a ,  t h e  a t t a c k  would  come t o  i n 
c lu d e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  Mencken d e n o u n c e d - - " f u n d a m e n -  
t a l i s m  i n  r e l i g i o n ,  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  i n d u s t r y ,  commer
c i a l i s m  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  s c i e n c e ,  and t h e  a r t s ,  c h a u 
v i n i s m  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  r e a c t i o n i s m  i n  
p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a t  l a r g e . "&

I t  i s  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t h a t  S i n c l a i r  Lewis p r e a c h e d

a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t y r a n n y  which  p r e v e n t e d  America  from

f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  Am erican  dream o f  a s o c i e t y  o f  p e r f e c t  freedom,

I n  C h a p te r  I I  t h e  i d e a  was i n t r o d u c e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r 

i t y  o f  L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  had  a r h e t o r i c a l  f u n c t i o n .  C h a p te r  I I I  

was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  themes i n  t h e  t h r e e  s e l e c t e d  a d 

d r e s s e s ,  and  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a p t e r .  C h a p te r  IV, t h e y  w i l l  

be compared  t o  s i m i l a r  themes o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  n o v e l s .  S ix

Si b i d . , p. 288.

G ib id .
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o f  L e w i s ' s  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  n o v e l s  w i l l  be s t u d i e d :  Main

S t r e e t , B a b b i t t , E lmer  G a n t r y , A r r o w s m i t h , D o d sw o r th , and 

C a n ' t  Happen H e r e .

Themes i n  t h e  Nove ls  

Main S t r e e t

L e w i s ' s  f i r s t  g r e a t  s u c c e s s ,  Main S t r e e t , s a t i r i z e d  

t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  Am erican  s m a l l  town ; i t  i d e n t i f i e d  p r o 

v i n c i a l i s m  as  t h e  enemy o f  a f r e e  s o c i e t y .  T h is  a d v e r s a r y  

was i l l u s t r a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  n a i v e  C a ro l  

K e n n i c o t t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n f i n i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  cus tom s 

and p h i l o s o p h y  o f  a s m a l l  m id w e s te r n  v i l l a g e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  Main S t r e e t  o f f e r e d  a c h a l l e n g e ,  

a dem and--A m er ica  must  t a k e  s t o c k  o f  h e r s e l f ,  examine th e  

o l d  w ays ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and c a s t  a s i d e  t h o s e  t h a t  were  no 

l o n g e r  m e a n in g f u l  t o  men and women o f  t h e  2 0 th  C e n tu ry .

T here  was n o t h i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n  t h e  book,  t h e  a u t h o r  

m e r e ly  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  h o r s e  and buggy days  

w ere  o v e r  and w i t h  them t h e  h o r s e  and buggy s t a n d a r d s .

The p r o t a g o n i s t ,  C a r o l  K e n n i c o t t ,  was brimming w i t h  

a r t i s t i c  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r e t e n s i o n s .  She w an ted  t o  remake 

Gopher P r a i r i e ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  i n t o  t h e  A thens  o f  America ,

Through  h e r  eyes  t h e  r e a d e r  found  Gopher P r a i r i e  a v i l l a g e  o f
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" u n i m a g i n a t i v e l y  s t a n d a r d i z e d  b a c k g ro u n d ,  a  s l u g g i s h n e s s  o f  

s p e e c h  and m an ne rs ,  a r i g i d  r u l i n g  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  by t h e  d e 

s i r e  t o  a p p e a r  r e s p e c t a b l e " ;  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  w ere  n o t  o n l y  c o n 

t e n t  w i t h  b e in g  " q u i t e  d e a d , "  b u t  t h e y  were  " s c o r n f u l  o f  t h e  

l i v i n g  f o r  t h e i r  r e s t l e s s  w a l k i n g " ;  t h e  one p o s i t i v e  v i r t u e  

o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  was " n e g a t i o n  c a n o n i z e d .  I t  i s  t h e  p r o h i b i 

t i o n  o f  h a p p i n e s s .  I t  i s  s l a v e r y  s e l f - s o u g h t  and s e l f 

d e fe n d e d .  I t  i s  d u l l n e s s  made G od ."  In  Gopher P r a i r i e  t h e  

r e s t l e s s  s p i r i t  o f  c r e a t i v e  man was s t i l l e d :

A s a v o r l e s s  p e o p l e ,  g u l p i n g  t a s t e l e s s  fo o d ,  and 
s i t t i n g  a f t e r w a r d ,  c o a t l e s s  and t h o u g h t l e s s ,  i n  
r o c k i n g - c h a i r s ,  p r i c k l y  w i t h  i n a n e  d e c o r a t i o n s ,  
l i s t e n i n g  to  m e c h a n i c a l  m u s ic ,  s a y i n g  m e c h a n i c a l  
t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  Ford  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  
and v iew in g  t h e m s e lv e s  as  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r a c e  i n  t h e  
w o r l d .7

C a r o l  a t  f i r s t  c a s t  h e r s e l f  i n  t h e  mold o f  " r e v o l u t i o n i s t ,  

a r a d i c a l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  p o s s e s s e d  o f  ' c o n s t r u c t i v e  i d e a s ,  ' 

which  o n ly  t h e  d e s t r o y e r  can  h a v e ,  s i n c e  t h e  r e f o r m e r  b e 

l i e v e s  t h a t  a l l  e s s e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i n g  has  a l r e a d y  been  

done ."® C a r o l ,  how ever ,  q u i c k l y  l e a r n e d  t h a t  Gopher P r a i r i e  

c o u ld  n o t  be changed  a t  a l l  u n t i l  sh e  became a p a r t  o f  i t s  

l i f e .  "And she  s t o p p e d  b e in g  p a t r o n i z i n g .  She w an ted  t o  be

^ S i n c l a i r  Lewis, Main S t r e e t  (New York: H arcourt ,
Brace  and Company, 1 9 2 1 ) ,  p.  265. 

® I b i d . , p. 254.
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one o f  them. . . .  I t  was t h e y  who would  c a r r y  o u t  h e r  a s 

p i r a t i o n . ' ' ^  T h us ,  C a r o l  began  h e r  p i l g r i m a g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n 

t e l l e c t u a l  and a r t i s t i c  c i r c l e s  o f  Gopher P r a i r i e .

Wliat i s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  town l i k e ?  

I s  t h e r e  a s e p a r a t i o n  i n  America  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  

from a l l  r e a l i s t i c  s t a n d a r d s ?

The town l i b r a r i a n  i n t r o d u c e d  C a r o l  t o  t h e  women's  

s t u d y  c l u b ,  t h e  T h a n a t o p s i s .  "Such a cozy  g r o u p ,  and y e t  i t  

p u t s  you i n  t o u c h  w i t h  a l l  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  a r e  

g o in g  on e v e r y w h e r e . E n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  C a r o l  met w i t h  t h e  

g ro u p  f o r  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  E n g l i s h  p o e t r y ,  b u t  h e r  e n th u s i a s m  

waned as  t h e  t h i r t e e n  members removed o v e r s h o e s ,  a t e  p e p p e r 

m i n t s ,  d u s t e d  f i n g e r s ,  f o l d e d  h a n d s ,  composed low er  t h o u g h t s ,  

"and  i n v i t e d  t h e  naked  muse o f  p o e t r y  t o  d e l i v e r  h e r  more im

p r o v i n g  m e s s a g e . T h e  p a p e r s  on t h e  p o e t s  began w i t h  Mrs. 

Ole J e n s o n  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  " S h a k e s p e a r e  and M i l t o n . "  Mrs. 

Ole J e n s e n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  was b o rn  i n  1564 and 

d i e d  i n  1616 and he  l i v e d  in  London, E n g la n d ,  and i n  S t r a t -  

f o rd -A v o n ,  "which many American  t o u r i s t s  l o v e d  t o  v i s i t .  . . .

^ I b i d . , p. 128. 

lOf b i d . , p. 124. 

l ^ l b i d . , p. 125.
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N e x t ,  M rs .  L eo na rd  W arren  " r e p o r t e d  t h e  b i r t h  and  d e a t h  d a t e s  

o f  B yron ,  S c o t t ,  Moore ,  B u r n s " ;  Mrs. George  Edwin M o t t  gave  

" t e n  m i n u t e s  t o  T ennyson  and B r o w n i n g " ; 12 Mrs. Nat  H ick s  

" c o m p l e t e d  t h e  d a y ' s  g r im  t a s k  by a  p a p e r  on 'O t h e r  P o e t s . '

The o t h e r  p o e t s  w o r t h y  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  were  C o l e r i d g e ,  Words

w o r t h ,  S h e l l e y ,  G ray ,  Mrs. Hemans and K i p l i n g . "  The p rogram  

c l o s e d  w i t h  a  " r e c i t a l  o f  'The R e c e s s i o n a l '  and e x t r a c t s  from 

' L a l l a  R o o k h . ' "  Lewis comments:  "Gopher P r a i r i e  h ad  f i n i s h e d

t h e  p o e t s .  I t  was r e a d y  f o r  n e x t  w e e k ' s  l a b o r :  E n g l i s h  F i c 

t i o n  and E s s a y s . "13

C o n t i n u i n g  h e r  q u e s t ,  C a r o l  o r g a n i z e d  a community  

t h e a t r e  and s u g g e s t e d  Shaw 's  A n d r o c le s  and t h e  L ion  as  t h e  

f i r s t  p l a y  o n l y  t o  h a v e  Rymie W i th e r s p o o n  denounce  Shaw as  

" d o w n r i g h t  i m p r o p e r . "  Rymie o f f e r e d  "a  p l a y  t h a t  i s  c l e a n ,  

and  t h e r e ' s  some a w f u l l y  funny  s c e n e s  i n  i t ,  t o o .  I  l a u g h e d  

o u t  lo u d  r e a d i n g  i t .  I t ' s  c a l l e d  'H is  M o t h e r ' s  H e a r t . ' "  

J u a n i t a  H a y d o c k , h o w e v e r ,  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  g ro u p  a Broadway h i t  

was t h e  a n s w e r ;  " C a r o l ' s  was t h e  o n ly  v o t e  c a s t  a g a i n s t  'The 

G i r l  from Kankakee .  " '1 ^

l ^ I b i d . , p. 126 . 

^^I b i d . , p. 127 . 

l ^ l b i d . , p. 21 8 .
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N e x t ,  C a r o l  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  town l i b r a r y ;  she  h a d  a 

p l a n .  Making a l i s t  o f  t h i r t y  n o v e l s  and tw e n ty  " i m p o r t a n t  

books  on p s y c h o l o g y ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  and economics  w hich  t h e  

l i b r a r y  l a c k e d "  sh e  made h e r  h u sb a n d  p ro m is e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  

f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  i f  t h e  b o a rd  would match  t h e  same. The r e a c 

t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a rd  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  theme o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  to  

t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s  :

Lym Cass l o o k e d  a l a r m e d ,  s c r a t c h e d  h i m s e l f ,  and 
p r o t e s t e d ,  " I  t h i n k  i t  would  be a bad p r e c e d e n t  f o r  
t h e  board-m em bers  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  m o n e y - - u h - - n o t  t h a t  
I  m ind ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d n ' t  be f a i r - - e s t a b l i s h  p r e c e d e n t , " '

The r e s t  o f  t h e  m e e t in g  t h e y  gave  t o  a b e l l i c o s e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was s e v e n t e e n  
c e n t s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e r e  s h o u ld  be i n  t h e  F u n d .^ ^

C a r o l  remembered t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  p l a n  as  t h e  i n c i 

d e n t  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n  c e n t s .

When C a r o l  h e a r d  o f  t h e  C hau tau q ua  program coming t o  

Gopher  P r a i r i e ,  she  p i c t u r e d  a " c o n d e n se d  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  

b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e , "  b u t  sh e  found  i t  a " c o m b i n a t i o n  

v a u d e v i l l e  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  Y. M. C. A. l e c t u r e ,  and the  g r a d u a 

t i o n  e x e r c i s e s  o f  an e l o c u t i o n  c l a s s . S i n c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  C h a u ta u q u a ,  no d ou b t  b a se d  upon h i s  o\m c h i l d 

h ood  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  su c h  p ro g ra m s ,  i s  one o f  h i s  most  v i v i d

l ^ i b i d . , p. 232.

l ^ I b i d .  , p. 237.
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a t t a c k s  upon t h e  l a c k  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e

o f  s m a l l  town Am ericans  :

The s a l l o w  women i n  s k i r t s  and b l o u s e s ,  e a g e r  t o  be 
made t o  t h i n k ,  t h e  men i n  v e s t s  and s h i r t s l e e v e s ,  
e a g e r  t o  be a l l o w e d  t o  l a u g h ,  and t h e  w r i g g l i n g  c h i l 
d r e n ,  e a g e r  t o  sn eak  away. She [ C a r o l ]  l i k e d  t h e  
p l a i n  b e n c h e s ,  t h e  p o r t a b l e  s t a g e  u n d e r  i t s  r e d  m a r 
q u e e ,  t h e  g r e a t  t e n t  o v e r  a l l ,  shadowy above s t r i n g s  
o f  i n c a n d e s c e n t  b u lb s  a t  n i g h t  and by day c a s t i n g  
an amber r a d i a n c e  on t h e  p a t i e n t  crowd. The s c e n t  
o f  d u s t  and t r a m p le d  g r a s s  and su n - b a k e d  wood gave 
h e r  an i l l u s i o n  o f  S y r i a n  c a r a v a n s ;  sh e  f o r g o t  t h e  
s p e a k e r s  w h i l e  she  l i s t e n e d  t o  n o i s e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  
t e n t :  two f a r m e r s  t a l k i n g  h o a r s e l y ,  a  wagon c r e a k i n g  
from Main S t r e e t ,  t h e  crow o f  a r o o s t e r .  She was 
c o n t e n t .  But i t  was t h e  c o n te n tm e n t  o f  t h e  l o s t  
h u n t e r  s t o p p i n g  to  r e s t .

F o r  from t h e  C h au tau q u a  i t s e l f  she  g o t  n o t h i n g  
b u t  wind and c h a f f  and h e a v y  l a u g h t e r ,  t h e  l a u g h t e r  
o f  y o k e l s  a t  o l d  j o k e s ,  a m i r t h l e s s  and p r i m i t i v e  
sound l i k e  t h e  c r i e s  o f  b e a s t s  on a fa rm .

T h e s e  were  t h e  s e v e r a l  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  t h e  c o n 
d e n sed  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  s e v e n - d a y  c o u r s e :

Nine l e c t u r e r s ,  f o u r  o f  them e x - m i n i s t e r s ,  and 
one an e x -c o n g r e s s m a n ,  a l l  o f  them d e l i v e r i n g  " i n  
s p i r a t i o n a l  a d d r e s s e s , "  The o n ly  f a c t s  o r  o p i n i o n s  
which  C a ro l  d e r i v e d  from them w e re :  L i n c o l n  was a
c e l e b r a t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  b u t  i n  
h i s  y o u th  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r ,  James J .  H i l l  was t h e  
b e s t  known r a i l r o a d - m a n  o f  t h e  W est ,  and i n  h i s  y o u th  
e x t r e m e l y  p o o r .  H o n e s ty  and c o u r t e s y  i n  b u s i n e s s  a r e  
p r e f e r a b l e  t o  b o o r i s h n e s s  and exp osed  t r i c k e r y ,  b u t  
t h i s  i s  n o t  t o  be t a k e n  p e r s o n a l l y ,  s i n c e  a l l  p e r s o n s  
i n  Gopher P r a i r i e  a r e  known t o  be h o n e s t  and c o u r t e 
o u s ,  London i s  a l a r g e  c i t y ,  A d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  s t a t e s 
man once t a u g h t  Sunday s c h o o l .

F o u r  " e n t e r t a i n e r s "  who t o l d  J e w i s h  s t o r i e s ,  I r i s h  
s t o r i e s ,  German s t o r i e s ,  C h in e s e  s t o r i e s ,  and T e n n e s 
s e e  m o u n ta i n e e r  s t o r i e s ,  most  o f  w h ich  C a r o l  had  h e a r d ,

A " l a d y  e l o c u t i o n i s t "  who r e c i t e d  K i p l i n g  and i m i 
t a t e d  c h i l d r e n ,

A l e c t u r e r  w i t h  m o t i o n - p i c t u r e s  o f  an Andean e x 
p l o r a t i o n ;  e x c e l l e n t  p i c t u r e s  and a h a l t i n g  n a r r a t i v e .
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T h re e  b r a s s - b a n d s ,  a company o f  s i x  o p e r a - s i n g e r s , 
a H a w a i ia n  s e x t e t t e ,  and f o u r  y o u t h s  who p l a y e d  s a x 
ophones  and g u i t a r s  d i s g u i s e d  a s  w a s h b o a r d s .  The 
m ost  a p p la u d e d  p i e c e s  were  t h o s e ,  su c h  as  t h e  ' L u c i a '  
i n e v i t a b l y ,  which  t h e  a u d ie n c e  h ad  h e a r d  most  o f t e n .

The f i n a l  i t e m  was a man who n e i t h e r  l e c t u r e d ,  
i n s p i r e d ,  n o r  e n t e r t a i n e d ;  a p l a i n  l i t t l e  man w i t h  
h i s  han d s  i n  h i s  p o c k e t s .  A l l  t h e  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  
h a d  c o n f e s s e d ,  " I  c a n n o t  k e ep  from t e l l i n g  t h e  c i t i 
z e n s  o f  y o u r  b e a u t i f u l  c i t y  t h a t  none o f  t h e  t a l e n t  
on t h i s  c i r c u i t  have  found  a more c h a rm ing  s p o t  o r  
more e n t e r p r i s i n g  and  h o s p i t a b l e  p e o p l e . "  But t h e  
l i t t l e  man s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  Gopher 
P r a i r i e  was h a p h a z a r d ,  and t h a t  i t  was s o t t i s h  t o  l e t  
t h e  l a k e - f r o n t  be m o n o p o l iz e d  by t h e  c i n d e r - h e a p e d  
w a l l  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  embankment. A f t e r w a r d  t h e  a u d i 
ence  g ru m b le d ,  "Maybe t h a t  g u y ' s  g o t  t h e  r i g h t  dope ,  
b u t  w h a t ' s  t h e  u s e  o f  l o o k in g  on t h e  d a rk  s i d e  o f  
t h i n g s  a l l  t h e  t im e ?  New i d e a s  a r e  f i r s t - r a t e ,  b u t  
n o t  a l l  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m .  Enough t r o u b l e  i n  l i f e  w i t h 
o u t  l o o k in g  f o r  i t . ' "

Thus th e  C h a u ta u q u a ,  as  C a r o l  saw i t .  A f t e r  i t ,  
t h e  town f e l t  p ro ud  and e d u c a t e d .

T h i s  was t h e  C h a u ta u q u a ,  as  S i n c l a i r  Lewis saw i t ,  t o o .

With t h e  C hau tau qu a  went  much o f  C a r o l ' s  hope  t h a t  

t h e  v i l l a g e  m ig h t  d i s p l a y  some i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y .  More 

and more she  became aware  t h a t  t h e  c i t i z e n s  were  a c t u a l l y  

p ro u d  o f  t h e i r  i g n o r a n c e .  "To be ' i n t e l l e c t u a l '  o r  ' a r t i s 

t i c '  o r ,  i n  t h e i r  o\m words t o  be ' h i g h b r o w , '  was t o  be p r i g 

g i s h  and o f  d u b io u s  v i r t u e . "  C a r o l  became c o n v in c e d  t h a t  

Gopher P r a i r i e  and a l l  v i l l a g e s  l i k e  i t  l o v e d  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  

and t h i s  lo v e  o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  " i s  r e i n f o r c e d  by vows o f

l^Ibid., pp. 237-39.
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1 Rp o v e r t y  and c h a s t i t y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  k n o w l e d g e . '

C h e r i s h i n g  t h e i r  i g n o r a n c e ,  Gopher P r a i r i e  d e s p i s e d

t h e  c r i t i c  and a d o r e d  t h e  b o o s t e r .  They f l o c k e d  t o  h e a r

James B l a u s s e r ,  l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r ,  h u s t l e r .  H o n e s t  J i m - - h o n o r e d

g u e s t  o f  t h e  Com m erc ia l  C lub  Banquet  a t  t h e  M in n ie m a s h ie

House .  Guffaws g r e e t e d  B l a u s s e r ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  mean

c r i t t e r  he  met i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  " o f  o u r  l o v e l y  l i t t l e  c i t y .  .

. . And do you know what  t h e  a n i m i l e  [ s i c ] was? He was a

kno ck er . '  ( L a u g h t e r  and a p p l a u s e . ) "  H o n e s t  J im f i l l e d  h i s

o r a t o r y  w i t h  i n s p i r i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  :

Pep ,  Punch,  Go, V i g o r ,  E n t e r p r i s e ,  Red B lood ,  He-Men,
F a i r  Women, G o d ' s  C o u n t r y ,  James J .  H i l l ,  t h e  Blue 
Sky ,  t h e  G reen  F i e l d s ,  t h e  b o u n t i f u l  H a r v e s t ,  I n 
c r e a s i n g  P o p u l a t i o n ,  F a i r  r e t u r n  on I n v e s t m e n t s ,
A l i e n  A g i t a t o r s  Who T h r e a t e n  t h e  S e c u r i t y  o f  Our I n 
s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  H e a r t h s t o n e  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
S t a t e ,  S e n a t o r  Knute  N e l s o n ,  One Hundred P e r  Cent  
A m er ican ism ,  and P o i n t i n g  w i t h  P r i d e . 19

As Lewis a s s e r t e d  i n  t h e  Nobel  a d d r e s s  t h a t  t h o s e  who s u p p o r t  

t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  image were  l o v e d  by Am ericans  and t h a t  t h o s e  

who c r i t i c i z e d  i t  w e re  h a t e d ,  so  i n  t h e  n o v e l  C a r o l  who 

c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  f a u l t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  was a t t a c k e d  and B l a u s 

s e r  who o f f e r e d  f a l s e  f l a t t e r y  was h o n o r e d .

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 266

19 I b i d .  ,• p. 414 .
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B a b b i t t

I n  p e r h a p s  h i s  b e s t  work ,  Lewis b e g in s  t o  c o n t r a s t  

d r a m a t i c a l l y  t h e  m a t e r i a l  m igh t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l a c k  

o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and a r t i s t i c  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  c i t i 

z en ,  How i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  George F.  B a b b i t t  i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  

" e i g h t y - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g s , m o to r s  by t h e  m i l l i o n  and w hea t  by 

t h e  b i l l i o n s  o f  b u s h e l s "

The to w e rs  o f  Z e n i t h  a s p i r e d  above th e  m orn ing  m i s t ;  
a u s t e r e  to w e r s  o f  s t e e l  and cement  and l i m e s t o n e ,  
s t u r d y  as  c l i f f s  and d e l i c a t e  a s  s i l v e r  r o d s .  They 
w ere  n e i t h e r  c i t a d e l s  o r  c h u r c h e s ,  b u t  f r a n k l y  and 
b e a u t i f u l l y  o f f i c e - b u i l d i n g s .21

What manner o f  man moves among t h e s e  to w ers  o f  s t e e l ?

T h e re  was n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  g i a n t  i n  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  
t h e  man who was b e g in n i n g  t o  awaken on t h e  s l e e p i n g -  
p o r c h  o f  a Dutch C o l o n i a l  House i n  t h a t  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t  o f  Z e n i t h  known as  F l o r a l  H e i g h t s .

H is  name was George  F . B a b b i t t .  He was f o r t y -  
s i x  y e a r s  o l d  now, i n  A p r i l ,  1920, and he  made 
n o t h i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  n e i t h e r  b u t t e r  n o r  s h o e s  n o r  
p o e t r y ,  b u t  he  was n im b le  i n  t h e  c a l l i n g  o f  s e l l i n g  
h o u s e s  f o r  more t h a n  p e o p le  c o u ld  a f f o r d  t o  p a y . 22

The to w e rs  o f  Z e n i t h ,  s l e n d e r  and g r a c e f u l ,  mock t h e  " e x c e e d 

i n g l y  w e l l  f e d "  B a b b i t t  w i t h  h i s  c h ee k s  l i k e  " p a d s "  and h i s

20 S i n c l a i r  Lewis ,  "The A m erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  
The Man from Main S t r e e t , ed .  H a r r y  E. Maule and M e l v i l l e  H. 
Cane (New Y ork :  Random House,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  p. 10.

21 S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  B a b b i t t  (New York:  H a r c o u r t ,
B race  and Company, 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p.  1.

22.I b id .  p. 2.
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" s l i g h t l y  puffy" h a n d s . And what o f  the  f u t u r e  f o r  George 

B ab b i t t?  Unlike the  t r a g i c  W i l l i e  Lohman of  Arthur  M i l l e r ' s  

Death of  a Salesman, George B ab b i t t  w i l l  never  do any th ing  

as dramatic  as s u i c i d e ,  he w i l l  do j u s t  what he has  been do

ing ,  move through each day m echan ica l ly  "no longer  g r e a t l y  

i n t e r e s t e d  in  the  p o s s ib le  and improbable adven tu res  of  each 

new d ay ."24

IVhat o f  the  p e rso n a l  i n t e g r i t y  and c r e a t i v e  i n d i v i d 

u a l i t y  Lewis asked f o r  in  the Nobel address  and in  "The A r t 

i s t ,  the  S c i e n t i s t  and the  Peace"? Well ,  t h e re  was i n t e g r i t y  

i n  the  sh in ing  towers of  Z en i th ,  i n t e g r i t y  and d e c i s io n ,  but 

in  George B abb i t t  th e re  was l i t t l e  knowledge of  i n t e g r i t y  

a f t e r  years  of s l i d i n g  p as t  d e c i s io n s  by t r e a d in g  the a c c e p t 

a b le ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  path .  Once he was s l i g h t l y  d i s t u rb e d  by 

an odd news item about a p reacher  sworn in  as mayor while  

wearing o v e r a l l s ;  f o r  a moment B a b b i t t  was puzz led :  "He

searched  fo r  an a t t i t u d e ,  but n e i t h e r  as a P r e s b y te r i a n ,  an 

Elk, nor  a r e a l - e s t a t e  broker  d id  he have any d o c t r in e  about 

preacher-mayors l a i d  down fo r  him, so he g run ted  and went on."25

Ẑ Ibid.

24%bid. , p. 3.

Z ^ i b i d . , p. 21.
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What p la ce  do books have in  the  l i f e  of  B a b b i t t ?

What r e s p e c t  does he have fo r  l e a rn in g ?  Lewis p o r t r a y s  the  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  vacancy i n  B a b b i t t ' s  l i f e  in  a scene between 

f a t h e r  and son. What was B a b b i t t ' s  answer to  h i s  t e e n  age 

s o n ' s  ch a l l e n g e ,  Why study Shakespeare? T h is :  " I ' l l  t e l l

you why . . . . I t ' s  because t h e y ' r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  c o l l e g e  

en t ra n c e ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  i s  to  i t . ' "  C o n f i d e n t a l l y , 

B ab b i t t  ad m it ted ,  i t  would be more p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  h i s  son to  

s tudy  Business E ng l ish  to  l e a r n  "how to  w r i t e  an ad, o r  l e t 

t e r s  t h a t  would p u l l . "26 The son sugges ted  ig n o r in g  c o l l e g e  

and g e t t i n g  a p r a c t i c a l  educa t ion  from the  correspondence 

schoo ls .  B a b b i t t  h e ld  t h a t  the  degree was im por tan t  f o r  a 

b u s in ess  c a r e e r ,  though he,  too ,  was impressed w ith  the  maga

z ine  p i c t u r e  "of  a young man w ith  a pure brow, an i r o n  jaw, 

s i l k  socks and h a i r  l i k e  p a t e n t  l e a t h e r " ;  he was s t i l l  more 

impressed w ith  the  e d u c a t io n a l  symbol above the  p i c t u r e - - " n o  

a n t iq u a t e d  lamp or  to rch  or owl of Minerva, but a row of  d o l 

l a r  s i g n s . "27

T yp ica l  of the  modern courses  d e s c r ib ed  in  the  raaga- 

zone was "S h o r tcu t  Course in  Public  Speaking" ta u g h t  by P ro

f e s s o r  W. F. P ee t .  The ad announced t h a t  P ro f e s s o r  Peet was

2^ Ib id .  , p. 76.

27Ibid. , p. 77.
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"a g ra d u a te  of  some of  our le ad in g  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  l e c t u r e r ,

e x t e n s iv e  t r a v e l e r ,  au th o r  of  books, p o e t ry ,  e t c . ,  a man w ith

the  un ique  PERSONALITY OF THE MASTER MINDS . " And wonder of

wonders t h i s  gen ius  was " ready  to  g ive  YOU a l l  th e  s e c r e t s

of  h i s  c u l t u r e  and hammering Fo rce ,  i n  a few easy le s so n s

t h a t  w i l l  not  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  o th e r  occupa t ions ."^®  The

course  in c lu d ed  the  fo l low ing  in  e ig h t  easy l e s s o n s :

How to  ad d re s s  your lodge.
How to  g ive  t o a s t s .
How to  propose to  a lady.
How to  e n t e r t a i n  banque ts .
How to  make convincing  s e l l i n g - t a l k s .
How to  b u i ld  big vocabu la ry .
How to  c r e a t e  a s t ro n g  p e r s o n a l i t y .
How to  become a r a t i o n a l ,  powerfu l  and o r i g i n a l  

t h i n k e r .
How to  be a MASTER M A N  .'29

P ro f e s s o r  P e e t ' s  course  was but one o f f e re d  to  the  r e a d e r ;  

B a b b i t t  l e a rn ed  of cou rses  in  S h o r t -S to ry  W ri t in g ,  Improving 

the  Memory, M o t i o n - p i c t u r e - a c t i n g ,  Banking, Spanish ,  Chirop

ody, Photography, E l e c t r i c a l  E ng inee r ing ,  Window-trimming, 

P o u l t r y - r a i s i n g ,  and Chemistry ,  and he dec ided :  "Always f i g 

u red  somebody's come along w ith  the b r a in s  to  n o t  leave  edu

c a t i o n  to  a l o t  of bookworms and im p r a c t i c a l  t h e o r i s t s  but 

make a big th in g  out of i t . "  And y e t ,  w e l l .  B a b b i t t  warned

ZBi b i d . , p.  79 .

Z^lbid., p. 78.
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h i s  boy t h a t  a d v e r t i s e r s  sometime e x ag g e ra te ,  a l though ,

looking  back a t  h i s  own educa t ion  a t  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y ,  he

was w i l l i n g  to  adm it ,  " t h e r e ' s  a whole l o t  of  v a lu a b le  time

l o s t  even a t  the  U . , s tudy ing  p o e t ry  and French and s u b je c t s

t h a t  never  brought in  anybody a c e n t . " 3 0

Lewis had made c l e a r  t h a t  B a b b i t t  measures a l l

knowledge by one s ta n d a rd ,  p r o f i t .  Lewis e x p l i c i t l y  t e l l s

the  r e a d e r  the  danger o f  B ab b i t t  minds to American s o c i e t y :

The r e a l  v i l l a i n s  of  the  p iece  a re  the c lean ,  k ind  
in d u s t r i o u s  Family Men who use every known brand of 
t r i c k e r y  and c r u e l t y  to  in s u re  the  p r o s p e r i t y  of 
t h e i r  cubs.  The w ors t  th in g  about these  fe l low s i s  
t h a t  t h e y ' r e  so good and, i n  t h e i r  work a t  l e a s t ,  so 
i n t e l l i g e n t .  You c a n ' t  h a t e  them p ro p e r ly  and ye t  
t h e i r  s t a n d a rd iz e d  minds a re  the  e n e m y . 31

IVhat a re  they  the enemy of? Of f r e e  c r e a t i v e  thought .

Even p o e t ry ,  the a n c ie n t  muse, w i l t s  under t h i s  

s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n .  T. Cholmondeley F r in k ,  poet l a u r e a t e  of 

s u b u rb ia ,  au th o r  o f  "po em u la t io n s ,"  p re se n ts  ano ther  example 

o f  the  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and a r t i s t i c  shallows in  American c u l 

t u r e ;  F r i n k ' s  po e t ry  was sy n d ic a te d  d a i l y  in s ix ty - s e v e n  

le ad in g  newspapers.  The poet e x h ib i te d  h i s  p r a c t i c a l i t y  by 

l e c t u r i n g  and w r i t i n g  "Ads t h a t  Add. Chum F r i n k ' s  v e r s e s

30lbid., p. 84.
31lbid., p. 101.
^^Ibid., p. 111.
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were p h i lo s o p h ic a l ,  h igh  in  m o r a l i t y ,  and a t  the  same time 

humorous and " e a s i l y  unders tood  by any c h i l d  o f  tw elve ;  and 

i t  added a nea t  a i r  o f  p l e a s a n t r y  to  them t h a t  they were s e t  

no t  as v e r se  but as prose"

I s a t  a lone and groused and thunk, and s c ra tc h e d  
my head and sighed and wunk, and groaned "There 
s t i l l  a re  boobs, a la ck ,  who'd l i k e  the  o ld - t im e  g in -  
m i l l  back; t h a t  den t h a t  makes a sage a loon,  the  
v i l e  and smelly  o ld  sa lo o n !"  I ' l l  never  m iss ,  t h e i r  
poison house, w h i l s t  I the  bubbling s p r in g  can u s e ,  
t h a t  leaves  my head a t  merry morn as c l e a r  as any 
babe new-born!^^

Chum F r in k ,  "The recognized  lo rd  of  language ,"  however,

grasped the c o c k t a i l  a t  B a b b i t t ' s  p a r ty  w i th  "Oh, man, l e t
o c

me dream on!"

Measuring h i s  own l i f e  by money, n a t u r a l l y  B ab b i t t  

measured the a r t i s t ' s  by the same s ta n d a rd :

In  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  a r t  and l i t e r a t u r e  are  l e f t  
to  a l o t  of shabby bums l i v i n g  in  a t t i c s  and feed ing  
on booze and s p a g h e t t i ,  but in  America the s u c c e s s f u l  
w r i t e r  or  p i c t u r e - p a i n t e r  i s  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from
any o th e r  decent  businessman ; ^6 

B abb i t t  i s  happy to  c o n t r ib u t e  money to suppor t  a Symphony 

O rches t ra  fo r  Zenith  a f t e r  Chum Frink  ex p la in s  the need to

^^ I b i d . , p. 112.

34l b i d . , p. 113.

^ ^ I b i d .

3Glbid., p. 182.



145

Rotary members :

Some of you may f e e l  t h a t  i t ’s out of p la ce  h e r e  
to  t a l k  on a s t r i c t l y  highbrow and a r t i s t i c  s u b j e c t ,  
but I  want to  come out f l a t - f o o t e d  and ask you boys 
to  0. K. the  p r o p o s i t i o n  of a Symphony O rc h e s t ra  f o r  
Z en i th .  Now, where a l o t  of you make your m is take  
i s  assuming t h a t  i f  you d o n ' t  l i k e  c l a s s i c a l  music 
and a l l  t h a t  ju n k ,  you ought to  oppose i t .  Now, I  
want to  confess  t h a t ,  though I ’m a l i t e r a r y  guy by 
p r o f e s s io n ,  I  don’t  ca re  a rap  fo r  a l l  t h i s  lo n g 
h a i r e d  music. I ’d r a t h e r  l i s t e n  to  a good j a z z  band 
any time than  to  some piece  by Beethoven t h a t  h a s n ' t  
any more tune to  i t  than a bunch of  f i g h t i n g  c a t s ,  
and you c o u ld n ’t  w h i s t l e  i t  to  save your l i f e !  But 
t h a t  i s n ' t  the  p o in t .  C u l tu re  has become as n e c e s 
s a ry  an adornment and adve r t isem en t  fo r  a c i t y  t o 
day as pavements or b a n k - c l e a r a n c e s . I t ’s C u l tu re ,  
in  t h e a t e r s  and a r t - g a l l e r i e s  and so on, t h a t  b r ings  
thousands of  v i s i t o r s  to  New York every y e a r ,  and, 
to  be f r a n k ,  fo r  a l l  our sp le n d id  a t ta in m e n ts  we 
h a v e n ' t  ye t  go t  the C u l tu re  of  a New York or  Chicago 
or  B os ton --o r  a t  l e a s t  we don’t  g e t  the c r e d i t  f o r  
i t .  The th in g  to  do then as a l i v e  bunch of  go- 
g e t t e r s ,  i s  to c a p i t a l i z e  Cul tu re  ; to  go r i g h t  out 
and grab i t .

P i c tu r e s  and books a re  f i n e  fo r  those  t h a t  have 
the  time to  s tudy  'em, but they don’t  shoot  out on 
the  road and h o l l e r  "This i s  what l i t t l e  o ld  Zen i th  
can put up in  the way of C u l tu r e . "  T h a t ’s p r e c i s e l y  
what a Symphony O rches t ra  does do.

■And I c a l l  on you good b ro th e r s  to  whoop i t  up fo r  
C u l tu re  and a W orld-bea ting  Symphony O r c h e s t r a ! ^ ?

B ab b i t t  applauded.

B ab b i t t  i s  a book of c o n t r a s t s ,  and B a b b i t t ’s t r i p  

to  New York p rov ides  one dram atic  dem onstra t ion  of  the  middle 

c l a s s  bus inessm an’s impotency in  c o n t r a s t  to  the  v i t a l i t y  of

^^Ibid., pp. 260-61.
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the  machine; c a t a p u l t i n g  toward New York on a mechanical  

m onster  t h a t  was a lmost  a l i v e  and c e r t a i n l y  u s e f u l ,  the  man 

in  the  Pullman c a r  exchanged remarks t h a t  began w ith  the  

t r i v i a l  and ended w i th  d i r t y  s t o r i e s .

Of what s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  George B a b b i t t  i n  the  land 

o f  " e i g h t y - s t o r y  b u i ld i n g s ,  motors by the  m i l l i o n  and wheat 

by the  b i l l i o n s  of  bushe ls"?

Arrowsmith

Unlike B a b b i t t ,  M art in  Arrowsmith b e l iev e d  the 

s e a r c h  fo r  knowledge needed no p r o f i t  m otive;  Arrowsmith a t 

ta ck s  the P h i l i s t i n e s  in  the world of medicine.

In t h i s  n o v e l ,  Lewis s u c c i n c t l y  comments on American 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  and t h e i r  g o a l s ;  The U n iv e r s i t y  of  Winnemach, 

twelve thousand s t u d e n t s ,  f i f t e e n  m iles  o u t s id e  Z en i th ;  

Winnemach had a b a s e b a l l  f i e l d  under  g l a s s ;  " i t s  b u i ld in g s  

a r e  measured by the  m i le " ;  i t  had hundreds of  Doctors of 

Ph i losophy  who gave s w i f t  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  ev e ry th in g  from 

S a n s k r i t  to  department s t o r e  a d v e r t i s i n g ;  i t s  p r e s id e n t  was 

" th e  b e s t  m o n e y - ra i s e r  and the  bes t  a f t e r - d i n n e r  speaker  in  

the  United  S t a t e s ; "  Winnemach conducted ex ten s io n  courses  by 

r a d i o ;  Winnemach was the  p ro p e r ty  of  the  s t a t e  and d id  what 

th e  people  wanted: " I t  i s  a Ford Motor F ac to ry ,  and i f  i t s
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produc ts  r a t t l e  a l i t t l e ,  they a re  b e a u t i f u l l y  s ta n d a rd iz e d ,  

w i th  p e r f e c t l y  in t e rc h a n g e a b le  p a r t s . "^8

One p r o f e s s o r  of  s c i e n c e .  P ro f e s s o r  G o t t l i e b ,  r e 

s i s t e d  the  process  of  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  a t  Winnemach. He be 

l i e v e d  the  "most im por tan t  p a r t  of  l i v i n g  i s  no t  the  l i v i n g
o n

but pondering upon i t . ' '   ̂ But more t y p i c a l  of  the  Winnemach 

p r o f e s s o r s  was one Dr. Roscoe Geake who h e ld  t h a t  knowledge 

was v a lu e le s s  u n le s s  you could " s e l l  i t . " ^ ^

The most c o l o r f u l  salesman of medicine which M artin  

met was Dr. Almus Pickerbaugh,  d i r e c t o r  of Pub l ic  Hea l th .

Dr. P ickerbaugh c o n t r ib u t e d  to  s c ien ce  and to  l i t e r a t u r e  by 

w r i t i n g  pamphlets on p u b l ic  h e a l t h  c a l l e d  "Pickerbaugh P ick 

i n g s . "  These were peppy j i n g l e s  des igned to  j o l l y  the pub l ic  

i n t o  h e a l t h  :

You c a n ' t  g e t  h e a l th  
By a pussy foo t  s t e a l t h  
So l e t ' s  every h e a l t h - b o o s t e r  
Crow j u s t  l i k e  a r o o s t e r .

O O
S i n c l a i r  Lewis, Arrowsmith (New York: The Modern

L ib ra ry ,  Random House, 1925), p. 7.

39This s ta tem en t  i s  p robably  a r e p h ra s in g  of  the r e 
mark by S o c ra te s  t h a t  " th e  unexamined l i f e  i s  no t  worth 
l i v i n g ."

40 Lewis, Arrowsmith, p. 84.

^^Ibid., p. 195.
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Pickerbaugh ' s e n t i r e  family  jo in e d  him in  the  b a t t l e  to  s e l l  

h e a l t h ;  and only the  no-neck c h i ld r e n  c r e a te d  by Tennessee 

Williams in  Cat on a Hot Tin Roof r i v a l  the  daugh te rs  of 

Pickerbaugh in  r e p u l s i v e n e s s :  Orchid, Verbena, Daisy ,  Jon

q u i l ,  H ib isc a ,  N a rc is sa ,  and the  tw ins ,  Arbuta and G lad io la  

a re  a l l  "bouncing, a l l  blond, a l l  p r e t t y ,  a l l  eager ,  a l l  

m us ica l ,  and not merely pure but clamourously  c leanm inded."4-2 

E ager ly ,  g a i l y ,  the " H e a l th e t te  O c te t t e "  performed;

Winsome young womanhood wins with  a smile
Boozers,  s p i t t e r s , and gamblers from th in g s  

t h a t  a re  v i l e .
Our pa ren ts  and te ac h e rs  have exp la ined  the 

cause of  l i f e ,
So a g a in s t  the  ev i l -m inded  w e ' l l  a l s o  make 

s t r i f e .
W e ' l l  shame them, rec la im  them, from bad h a b i t s ,  

you be t :
B e t te r  watch o u t ,  Mr. Loafer ,  I  am a H e a l t h e t t e :   ̂

Pickerbaugh and family  a re  as memorable as any of  Dickens '  

c h a r a c t e r s .  Pickerbaugh was happy, Pickerbaugh was r e s p e c te d ,  

Pickerbaugh was s u c c e s s f u l ,  Pickerbaugh made medicine pay:

Martin  Arrowsmith 's  l i f e  was a con t inu ing  s t r u g g l e  

a g a in s t  fo rces  which r e s t r i c t e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  become a r e 

sea rch  s c i e n t i s t .  F i n a l l y ,  he found the  courage to  leave the 

world of  h igh s o c i e t y  and h i s  s o c i a l  c l imbing wife  to  pursue

^^ I b i d . , p. 201.

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 202.
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t h i s  g o a l .  When she accused him of d e s e r t i o n ,  he answered:

I  imagine i t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  argument t h a t ' s  k ep t  almost 
everybody, a l l  th e se  c e n t u r i e s ,  from being any th ing  
but a machine f o r  d i g e s t i o n  and p ro p ag a t io n  and obe
d ie n ce .  The answer i s  t h a t  very  few ever  do, under 
any c o n d i t io n ,  w i l l i n g l y  leave  a s o f t  bed f o r  a 
shan ty  bunk in  o rd e r  to  be pure ,  as you very  p ro p e r ly  
c a l l  i t ,  and those  of  us t h a t  a re  p io n ee rs - -O h ,  t h i s  
deba te  could  go on forever . '  We could  prove t h a t  I 'm 
a hero  o r  a fo o l  o r  a d e s e r t e r  o r  any th ing  you l i k e ,  
but the  f a c t  i s  I ' v e  suddenly  seen I  must go.' I 
want my freedom to  work, and I  he rew i th  q u i t  whining 
about i t  and grab i t . 4 4

And Martin  d e s e r t e d  h i s  w ife ,  s o c i e t y ,  and the  companionship 

of  h i s  m edica l  co l leagues- -"m en  of measured merriment" l i k e  

Almus Pickerbaugh who dined w ith  the P re s id e n t  of  the  United 

S t a t e s  and dreamed of  being " th e  f i r s t  S e c re t a ry  of  H ea l th  

and Eugenics i n  the  c o u n t ry , "  o r  Dr. R ipp le ton  H o lab i rd  who 

addressed  " c e l e b r a t e d  th i n k e r s ,  assembled by the  League of  

C u l tu r a l  A genc ies" --M ar t in  d e s e r te d  them to  work in  a p r im i 

t i v e  l a b o ra to ry  in  the  w i ld e rn e s s ,  f r e e  from r e s t r a i n t .  He 

was happy :

" I  f e e l  as i f  I  were r e a l l y  beginning to  work 
now," s a id  M art in .  "This new qu in ine  s t u f f  may prove 
p r e t t y  good. W e ' l l  plug along on i t  f o r  two or th r e e  
y e a r s ,  and maybe w e ' l l  g e t  something permanent--and 
p robab ly  w e ' l l  f a i l ! "45

But, as a man M art in  had not  f a i l e d  bu t  won; abandoning the

44ibid., p. 443.

45ibid., pp. 447-48.
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ques t  f o r  m a t e r i a l  and s o c i a l  success  he f u l f i l l e d  h im s e l f .  

The s t o r y  of  M art in  Arrowsmith made m a n ife s t  L ew is 's  co n v ic 

t i o n  t h a t  a man must be f r e e  fo r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  achievement,

Elmer Gantry

The most v i t r i o l i c  o f  L ew is 's  n o v e l s ,  Elmer G an t ry , 

exposes the  P h i l i s t i n e s  in  r e l i g i o n ;  in  the  p rocess  o f  ex

posure Lewis examines the  ed u ca t io n  o f  the P r o t e s t a n t  evan

g e l i c a l  m i n i s t e r .  The p h i lo s o p h ic a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  ed u ca t io n  

was summed up in  the  advice  of one of  the  p r o f e s s o r s  a t

T e w i l l i n g e r  College o f  Gri tzmacher  S p r in g s ,  Kansas; "Young

man, I  w i l l  g ive  you an i n f a l l i b l e  r u l e .  Never q u e s t io n  the

ways o f  the  Lord!"^^

Elmer Gantry ,  p u l p i t  p itchman, p l a g i a r i z e d  from the  

works o f  the  a g n o s t i c  Robert I n g e r s o l l  and p io u s ly  a t t r i b u t e d  

the  p o e t i c  passages  in  h i s  sermons to  the  i n s p i r a t i o n  of 

p ray e r .  Love o f  God did  not  m o t iva te  Elmer, but he was moved 

by a t r u e  love of  app lause  and money. In  c o l l e g e  he was most 

a t t e n t i v e  to  Mr. Ben T. Bohnsock, " P ro fe s s o r  of  O ra tory  and 

L i t e r a t u r e ,  and I n s t r u c t o r  in  Voice C u l tu re " ;  w i th  P ro f e s s o r  

Bohnsock's a i d ,  E lm er 's  e loquence " in c re a s e d  l i k e  an August

Zf6S i n c l a i r  Lewis, Elmer Gantry (New York: H arco u r t ,
Brace and Company, 1927), p. 10.
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p u m p k i n . L a t e r ,  w hile  t r a v e l i n g  w ith  S i s t e r  Sharon F a l 

c o n e r ' s  s e c t ,  Elmer copied h i s  sermons from "encyc loped ias

e x e g e s i s ,  handbooks fo r  e v a n g e l i s t s ,  and manuals of  sermon 

48o u t l i n e s . "  When he became the  popu la r  m i n i s t e r  o f  a New 

York church ,  Elmer u s u a l l y  had a sermon on v i c e ;  i f  n o t ,  he 

had saxophone s o lo s ,  s in g in g  of peppy songs, and once a p ro 

f e s s i o n a l  j u g g l e r  who wore a s ig n  s t a t i n g  he s tood  " f o r  'God's 

Word' and who showed how easy i t  was to pick up w eights  sym

b o l i c a l l y  l a b e le d  'S i n '  and 'Sorrow' and ' I g n o ra n c e '  and 

P a p i s t r y . ' "^9 The s p e c t a c l e  of  s p i r i t u a l  concepts  p e rv e r te d  

t o  se rve  p r o f i t  i s  s ic k e n in g .  G a n t ry 's  own words damn him:

Some day I ' l l  be ab le  to put i t  over w ith  the  b es t  
o f  'em s o c i a l l y .  When I g e t  to  be a b ishop ,  b e l iev e  
me I 'm n o t  going to  hang around jawing about Sunday 
School methods! . . . .  [The e l l i p s e s  throughout 
t h i s  passage a re  Lew is 's ]  Cleo would look f in e  a t  a 
b ig  d in n e r ,  w ith  the  r i g h t  d r e s s .  . . .  I f  she w a s n ' t  
so darn p r ig g i s h .  Oh, maybe s h e ' l l  d ie  befo re  then  
. . . . I  th ink  I ' l l  marry an E p isc o p a l ian .  . . .
I  wonder i f  I  could g e t  an E p iscopal  b i s h o p r ic  i f  I 
sw itched  to  t h a t  n i g h t s h i r t  crowd? More c l a s s .  No; 
M ethod is t  b igger  church;  and d o n ' t  guess the  Episco-  
p a lo p ian s  [s i c ] would s tand  any good red -b looded  s e r 
mons on v ic e  and a l l  t h a t . 50

^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  116. 

4 8 l b i d . ,  p .  189. 

4 9 l b i d . ,  p .  358. 

^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  364.
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Elmer Gantry i s  e a s i l y  Lew is 's  most d e s p ic a b le  c h a r a c t e r .

When the  Dayton e v o lu t io n  t r i a l  warned some of  the  

b r i g h t e r  clergymen " t h a t  t h e i r  i n f lu e n c e  and o r a to r y  and i n 

comes were th r e a te n e d  by an a u t h e n t i c  l e a r n i n g , G a n t r y  

upheld  such "high s tandards  of  eloquence and s c h o la r s h ip "  

and in  h i s  own behavior  p re se n ted  "such an example of  e a r 

n es tn ess "^ ^  t h a t  he was appo in ted  to  Napap (N a t iona l  A sso c i 

a t i o n  fo r  the  P u r i f i c a t i o n  o f  Art and the  P re s s ) .

The t a l e  o f  Elmer Gantry,  l e c h e r  and l i a r ,  ends w ith  

h i s  e a rn e s t  p rayer  t h a t  "we s h a l l  ye t  make th e se  United 

S t a t e s  a moral n a t i o n . Elmer  Gantry i s  Lew is 's  i r o n i c  a t 

tack upon the i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s h ip  of Amer

ic an  m i n i s t e r s .  Gantry ex em p l i f ie s  the  theme of  the  Nobel 

ad d re s s ;  he i s  the  o f f s p r in g  of a n a t i o n  t h a t  reg a rd s  i n t e l 

l e c t u a l  p u r s u i t s  as un im por tan t  and t h a t  c o n s id e r s  the  u l t i 

mate c r i t e r i a  f o r  judg ing  a man a re  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  success  

and s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e .  Elmer Gantry i s  the  complete h y p o c r i t e .

^^I b i d . , p. 389. 

52%bid. , p. 398. 

^^I b i d . , p. 419. 

S ^ I b i d .
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D o d s w o r t h

Sam Dodsworth was an American "Capta in  of  I n d u s t r y , "  

p r e s i d e n t  o f  the  R e v e la t io n  Motor Company. He was a m i l l i o n 

a i r e  who r a r e l y  s p l i t  i n f i n i t i v e s ,  sometimes enjoyed Beetho

ven, was bored by f r e e  v e r s e ,  and p layed g o l f  w i th  s k i l l .  

S tanding  in  the  " s h a f t  o f  the  Plymouth N a t io n a l  Bank B u i ld 

in g ,  he dreamed of  Europe, a Europe t h a t  was no t  r e p r e 

s e n t a t i v e  o f  c u l t u r e  so much as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  romance, 

beau ty ,  and s t r a n g e  s i g h t s .  Dodsworth o f f e r e d  Lewis the  op

p o r t u n i t y  to  c o n t r a s t  d i r e c t l y  American w ith  European c u l t u r e  

by t e l l i n g  the s to r y  of a r e s t l e s s  American businessman 

sea rch in g  in  Europe fo r  what he f e e l s  he i s  m iss ing  in  

America.

But Europe was a d isappo in tm en t  to  Dodsworth; he 

l e a rn e d ,  as o th e r  t r a v e l e r s  be fo re  and s in ce  have l e a rn e d ,  

t h a t  a man takes  h im s e l f  along on any jo u rn ey .  The p l a in  

American businessman soon s ic k en s  of  the  phonies o f  Europe 

j u s t  as he had s ickened of  the  phonies a t  home. A f te r  a l l ,  

"Why t a l k  s t u p i d l y  about p i c t u r e s  when he could t a l k  i n t e l 

l i g e n t l y  about engines?"5G Dodsworth le a rn ed  to  r e s p e c t  h i s

^ ^ S i n c l a i r  Lewis, Dodsworth (New York: G rosse t  &
Dunlap by arrangement w ith  H arco u r t ,  Brace and Company,
1929), p. 16.

S G l b i d . , p.  23 .
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own achievements and to  r e s e n t  the  d i c t a t o r i a l  e f f o r t s  o f

th e  s o - c a l l e d  a r b i t e r s  o f  t a s t e  to  fo rce  him to  conform to

t h e i r  s t a n d a r d s .  He d is c o v e red :

The American highbrow abroad i s  j u s t  l i k e  the  P u r i 
ta n  back hom e-- the  P u r i t a n  says t h a t  i f  you d r ink  
any th ing  a t  a l l ,  h e ' l l  d isapprove  of  you, and the  
e x p a t r i a t e  h e r e  says t h a t  i f  you d r ink  any th ing  but 
Chateau Haut S om eth in g -o r -o th e r  a t  j u s t  the  r i g h t  
t e m p e ra tu re ,  h e ' l l  d isapprove  of  you a n d - - " ^ 7

For Dodsworth the  new o b l i g a t i o n s  were as b ind ing  and as 

f a l s e  as th e  o ld ,  and "he dreaded th e se  new o b l i g a t i o n s . "58 

He became hungry f o r  "a good wholesome lowness ; f o r  poker ,  

s h i r t - s l e e v e s ,  s a u e r k r a u t ,  obscene v a u d e v i l l e ,  and co n v e r 

s a t i o n  about motor s a l e s  and Zen i th  p o l i t i c s " h e  dec ided  

t h a t  " i f  he had to  take  the  a r t s  as something in  which he 

must pass an exam ina t ion ,  he would chuck them a l t o g e t h e r  and 

be co n ten t  w i th  p o k e r . D o d s w o r t h  g r a d u a l ly  came to  the  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a r t  was not s u p e r io r  to  m anufactur ing  nor  was 

i t  i n f e r i o r ;  he le a rn ed  to  r e s p e c t  a r t  but he a l s o  developed 

an equal  a d m ira t io n  fo r  the  i n d u s t r i a l  a t ta in m e n ts  of America. 

Thus, Lewis ex p re s ses  in  t h i s  novel ,  as he did i n  the  Nobel

^ ^ I b i d . , p .  134.

^ ^ I b i d . , p .  1 3 5 .  

5 9 Ibid., p. 139.

GOlbid., p. 140.
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accep tance  speech ,  an a d m ira t io n  f o r  the i n d u s t r i a l  and geo

g r a p h i c a l  g randeur  of  the  United S t a t e s ,  and he v e n e ra te s  

genuine a r t i s t i c  endeavors while  he sco rns  the  s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  

h igh  p r i e s t s  o f  a r t .

I t  C a n ' t  Happen Here

This s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  s to r y  i l l u s t r a t e s  both the  idea  

t h a t  books a re  being supp lan ted  in  American l i f e ,  and the 

id e a  t h a t  the  c r e a t i v e  i n d iv i d u a l  cannot f u n c t io n  p ro p e r ly  

in  a world of ty ranny  and chaos.

The novel opened with  the meeting of the  J u d i e s '

Night Dinner of  the  F o r t  Beulah Rotary Club. The membership 

was f e a r f u l  t h a t  a f r e e  i n q u i r in g  s p i r i t  th r e a te n e d  the 

" p u r i t y  o f  the  American home"; to  p r o t e c t  t h i s  p u r i t y  they 

r e s o lv e d  to advocate  b a r r in g  from the movie i n d u s t r y  a l l  

persons  who " d e c l in e d  to  take  an oath to  r ev e re  the F lag ,  the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  the  B ib le ,  and a l l  o th e r  p e c u l i a r l y  American 

I n s t i t u t i o n s . " ^ ^  I r o n i c a l l y ,  the f i g u r i n e s  on the banquet 

t a b l e  range from Mickey Mouse to  small  American f l a g s  impaled 

in  g i ld e d  h a r d - b o i l e d  eggs. The speakers  fo r  the meeting,  

B r ig a n d ie r  Genera l  H erber t  Y. Edgeways, U. S. A. ( r e t i r e d )

^ ^ S i n c l a i r  Lewis, Tt Can' t  Happen Here (Garden C i ty ,  
New York: The Sun D ia l  P re s s ,  1935), p. 2.
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and Mrs. Adela ide  T a r r  Gimmitch, D. A. R . , a s s e r t e d  t h a t

what the  coun try  needed was D i s c i p l i n e :

We d o n ' t  want a l l  t h i s  highbrow i n t e l l e c t u a l i t y ,  
a l l  t h i s  bo o k - lea rn in g .  T h a t ' s  good enough in  i t s  
way, but i s n ' t  i t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  j u s t  a n ic e  toy  f o r  
grownups? No, what we a l l  of  us must have i f  t h i s  
g r e a t  land i s  going to  go on m a in ta in in g  i t s  h igh  
p o s i t i o n  among the  Congress o f  Nations i s  D i s c i -
p l i n e - - W i l l  P o w e r - - C h a r a c t e r 1 ^ 2

Or, as Lewis 's  h e ro ,  Doremus Je ssu p ,  i r o n i c a l l y  remarked, 

"Cure the e v i l s  of Democracy by the e v i l s  of  Fascism.'

Doremus c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h im s e l f  as a small- town bour

geo is  i n t e l l e c t u a l  who r e j e c t e d  not on ly  Fascism but Commu

nism because they p r o h ib i t e d  " p r iv a c y ,  the  r i g h t  to  th ink  

and c r i t i c i z e  as he f r e a k i s h l y  p l e a s e d . "  He had no d e s i r e  

to  have h i s  mind "p o l iced  by peasan ts  in  u n i fo rm ,"  and be

fo re  t h a t  happened he would l i v e  in  Alaska w ith  "beans and a 

hundred books and a new p a i r  of  pan ts  every th r e e  y e a r s .

The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the  new F a s c i s t  movement was 

a p r o v in c i a l  o r a t o r ,  B e rz e l iu s  Windrip, who combined fo lk sy  

speech with  an a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l  message:

I  d o n ' t  p re tend  to  be a very  educated man, ex
cept  maybe educated in  the  h e a r t ,  and in  being ab le

G^lbid., p. 8.

G^Ibid., p. 22.

G^ibid., p. 58.
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to  f e e l  f o r  the  sorrows and f e a r  o f  every  o rnery  
fe l lo w  human being .  S t i l l  and a l l ,  I ' v e  r e a d  the  
B ible  th rough ,  from k i v e r  to  k i v e r ,  l i k e  my w i f e ' s  
fo lk s  say  down in  Arkansas,  some e leven  t im es ;
I ' v e  read  a l l  the  law books t h e y 'v e  p r i n t e d ;  and as 
to  con tem pora r ie s ,  I d o n ' t  guess I ' v e  missed much 
o f  a l l  the  grand l i t e r a t u r e  produced by Bruce Bar
ton ,  Edgar Guest ,  Arthur  B r isbane ,  E l i z a b e th  B i l l 
in g ,  W alter  P i t k i n ,  and William Dudley P e l le y .^ S

Even the sage Doremus was hypno t ized  by Windrip o r a t o r y :

"a mishmash of p o l i t e  r eg a rd s  to  J u s t i c e ,  Freedom, E q u a l i t y ,

Order,  P r o s p e r i t y ,  P a t r i o t i s m ,  and any number of  o th e r  noble

but s l i p p e r y  a b s t r a c t i o n s . " ^ 6  S i t t i n g  in  the  c r o w d  a t  a

Corpo r a l l y ,  Doremus was s u r p r i s e d  to  f in d  he was no t  bored

by Windrip but absorbed and e x c i t e d :

IThat i f  Buzz i s  r i g h t ?  What, i f - - i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  
the  demagogic pap t h a t ,  I suppose, he has got  to  feed  
out to the  boobs- - .  . , . And th e se  Minute Men, h i s  
f o l l o w e r s - - o h , they  were p r e t t y  n a s ty ,  what I  saw out  
on the s t r e e t ,  but s t i l l  most of 'em a re  mighty n i c e ,  
c l e a n - c u t  young f e l lo w s .  Seeing Buzz and then  l i s 
ten ing  to  what he a c t u a l l y  says does k ind  of  s u r p r i s e  
you--k ind  of makes you th ink  I

But what i t  was t h a t  Buzz had s a id ,  "Doremus could no t  r e 

member an hour l a t e r  when he had come out o f  the  t r a n c e .

Even the  ominous Minute Men, Buzz's  p r i v a t e  army, happy w ith

G ^ i b i d . ,  p . 7 4 .

G*I b i d . , p. 119.

67lbid., p. 120.

G^ibid.
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r i f l e s ,  au tom at ic  p i s t o l s ,  and machine guns, d id  no t  con

v ince  Doremus t h a t  the  descendan ts  o f  Danie l  Webster would 

g ive  up t h e i r  freedoms. Doremus, of  cou rse ,  was m is taken .

The United  S t a t e s  became a Corpo s t a t e  r u le d  by 

Windrip; P h i l l i p ,  Doremus' son e x u l te d  t h a t  " the  time fo r  

s e l f i s h  in d iv id u a l i s m  i s  gone. "We've got to  have mass 

a c t i o n . "69 Even dead men were d e c la re d  the  enemy of  the  

s t a t e ,  men l i k e  Thoreau , Emerson, W h i t t i e r ,  Whitman, Mark 

Twin, Howells ,  Wilson, W ells ,  Marx, Shaw, T o ls to y ,  and "even 

The C o l le c te d  Sayings of  Will  R ogers ."70

U l t im a te ly ,  Doremus Je ssu p  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  the  b a t t l e  

in  the world was not between Communism and Fascism, but a 

s t r u g g l e  of to l e r a n c e  a g a in s t  b ig o t r y .  True ,  in  America the  

wors t  F a s c i s t s  disowned the  word. Fascism, but they preached 

"enslavement to  C a p i ta l i sm  under  the  s t y l e  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

and T r a d i t i o n a l  Native  American L ib e r ty " ;  they  quoted no t  

on ly  " S c r ip tu r e  but J e f f e r s o n . "71 Doremus p laced  h i s  hope 

f o r  the  f u t u r e  in  the  type of  people who suppor ted  Populism, 

th e  N o n -P a r t i s an  League, and th e  La F o l l e t t e s .  He decided

G^lbid., p. 291.

7°Ibid., p. 265.

^^Ibid., p. 432.
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t h a t  the  p r e s e r v a t io n  of  the  f r e e ,  i n q u i r i n g ,  c r i t i c a l  

s p i r i t  was more im p o r tan t  than  the  p r e s e r v a t io n  of  any s o 

c i a l  system and t h a t  " th e  men of r i t u a l  and the men of b a r 

barism are  capable  of s h u t t i n g  up the  men o f  sc ien c e  and of  

s i l e n c i n g  them f o r e v e r . T h u s ,  in  ^  Can' t  Happen Here 

as in  "The A r t i s t ,  the  S c i e n t i s t  and the Peace" a d d re s s ,

Lewis preaches a g a in s t  both Communism and Fasc ism --any  form 

o f  ty ranny--and  defends the o ld  American id e a l  o f  the  r i g h t  

o f  f r e e  c r i t i c a l  in q u i ry .

Conclusion

S i n c l a i r  Lewis exem pli f ied  the theme t h a t  in  American 

s o c i e t y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  i s  s e p a ra te d  from s tandards  of  im

p o r tan ce  and r e a l i t y  by d r a m a t i c a l ly  c o n t r a s t i n g  the United 

S t a t e s '  m a t e r i a l  a c h i e v e m e n t - - p a r t i c u l a r ly  the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

g randeur  of  the  c i t i e s - - w i t h  the  fumbling, bungling c i t i z e n r y .  

The same theme was p re se n ted  in  h i s  i r o n ic  n a r r a t i o n  of  the 

average  c i t i z e n ' s  e f f o r t s  to  p r o t e c t  p r o v in c ia l  t r a d i t i o n s  

and P u r i t a n  taboos a t  the  expense of  h o n e s t ,  and f r e e  i n t e l 

l e c t u a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

That books were being supp lan ted  in  American l i f e  

was shown i n d i r e c t l y  by the  ca ta lo g u e  of meaningless

^^Ibid., p. 433.
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a c t i v i t i e s  which f i l l e d  the  American 's  l i f e - - a  c a ta lo g u e  

which inc luded  the  read in g  of  no th in g  more demanding than 

want ads or  comic books--and p o r t r a y in g  the  g e n e ra l  scorn  

Americans f e l t  f o r  any a c t i v i t y ,  even s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  

which d i d n ' t  produce f i n a n c i a l  rewards.  Lowell Schmaltz, 

he ro  of  the Man Who Knew C oo l idge , ep i tom ized  the  B ab b i t t  

a t t i t u d e ;  Schmaltz env is ioned  Lincoln  as P re s id e n t  of  U. S. 

S t e e l ,  Edgar A llan  Poe as a lead ing  w r i t e r  f o r  Red Book, 

Emerson as p r e s id e n t  o f  Columbia or  the U n iv e r s i t y  of  I l l i 

n o i s ,  and Hawthorne as an ad w r i t e r  " fo r  the  new model 

Hupmobile."73

F i n a l l y ,  the  p le a  t h a t  the  c r e a t i v e  man--whether 

w r i t e r ,  s c i e n t i s t ,  or m us ic ian--m ust  be g iven a f r e e  and 

p ea ce fu l  world ,  in  o rde r  to develop the  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  e s s e n 

t i a l  to any worthwhile  c o n t r i b u t i o n  he might make to  mankind, 

was emphasized in  Arrowsmith and in  I_t Can ' t  Happen Here as 

th e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  s t r u g g le d  to  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y ,  i n 

d i v i d u a l i t y ,  and l i b e r t y .

Through a l l  the novels  and through the  speeches i s  

the  un d e r ly in g  b e l i e f  t h a t  the  American dream of  a s o c i e ty  

o f  f r e e  men i s  p o s s i b l e .  From the d u s ty  s t r e e t s  of  Gopher

73Sinclair Lewis, The Man Who Knew Coolidge (New
York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1 9 2 8 ) ,  p. 265.
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P r a i r i e  to  the sk y sc ra p e rs  of  Z en i th ,  Lewis p o r t r a y s  Ameri

cans th r e a te n e d  by the  " they"  of  s o c i e t y ,  a f r a i d  to  l i v e  

f r e e l y ,  a f r a i d  to  th in k  in d ep en d en t ly ,  a f r a i d  to  a c t  w ith  

i n t e g r i t y  l e s t  they lo se  t h e i r  w ea l th ,  o r  t h e i r  s o c i a l  p o s i 

t i o n ,  o r  t h e i r  com fortab le  b e l i e f  in  t h e i r  own s u p e r i o r i t y .  

S a tu r a te d  w ith  the  s t o r i e s  of  the  pitchmen of  s c i e n c e ,  p h i 

l a n th ro p y ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a r t ,  b u s in e s s ,  the  r e a d e r  of  the  nove ls  

may come to agree  with  S i n c l a i r  Lewis t h a t  the  s t r u g g l e  in  

the  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry ,  a t  l e a s t  fo r  Americans, i s  a c o n t in u 

ing s t r u g g l e  fo r  i n t e g r i t y  and i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a g a i n s t  the 

t y r a n i c a l  fo rces  of  orthodoxy and s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n .



CHAPTER V

THE RHETORICAL METHODS OF SINCLAIR LEWIS

I n t r o d u c t io n

Not only  i s  h i s t o r y  w r i t t e n  w ith  words. I t  i s  
made w ith  words. Most o f  the  mighty movements a f 
f e c t i n g  the  d e s t i n y  of  the  American n a t io n  have 
g a th e red  s t r e n g t h  in  obscure  p laces  from the  t a lk  of 
nameless men, and gained f i n a l  momentum from le a d e r s  
who could s t a t e  in  common words the  needs and hopes 
o f  common p eo p le .^

In  c r i t i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  as in  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  each 

w r i t e r  e s t a b l i s h e s  h i s  own p a t t e r n  of t r ea tm en t  based upon 

h i s  ph i losophy  of c r i t i c i s m .  The r ead e r  of  a p a r t i c u l a r  

p iece  of  c r i t i c i s m  should  know what p a t t e r n  the  c r i t i c  s e 

l e c t e d  to fo l low . The p a t t e r n  developed in  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  

t h a t  o u t l i n e d  by Marie Hochmuth, a lead ing  American r h e t o r i 

c a l  c r i t i c ,  i n  he r  e x c e l l e n t  e s say ,  "The C r i t i c i s m  of  Rheto

r i c , "  The term r h e t o r i c  i s  used in  the same sense she used

William Norwood Brigance ,  " P r e f a c e , "  A H is to ry  and 
C r i t i c i s m  o f  American P ub l ic  A ddress , ed. W. N. Brigance 
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, I n c . ,  1943), I ,  v i i .
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i t ,  t h a t  i s ,  as "v e rb a l  a c t i v i t y  p r im a r i l y  concerned w ith  

a f f e c t i n g  p e r su a s io n ,  whether i t  be done by w r i t i n g  o r  speak

in g . " ^  In h e r  a r t i c l e  she i d e n t i f i e d  the  elements o f  the 

r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  as u n i t s  c o n s i s t i n g  of  "speake r ,  a u d i 

ence, p la c e ,  purpose,  t ime, and f o r m , a n d  the  p re se n t  chap

t e r  fo l lows t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  p a t t e r n  in  an a t tem pt  to 

g rap p le  w ith  the r h e t o r i c a l  methods of  Lew is 's  speaking and 

w r i t i n g .  Of cou rse ,  the se  u n i t s  do not o p e ra te  as s e p a r a te  

e n t i t i e s ,  but they a re  u s e fu l  as c a t e g o r i e s  which a l low  de

t a i l e d  examination of  the  s p e a k e r ' s  or  the  w r i t e r ' s  methods. 

U l t im a te ly ,  the  c r i t i c  must come to an e v a lu a t io n  of the  

t o t a l  work examined.

N e c e s s a r i ly ,  t h i s  chap te r  p re se n ts  a review of  mate

r i a l  d iscu ssed  e a r l i e r  in  the d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  but employs only 

d a ta  which prov ide  a b a s i s  fo r  e v a lu a t io n  of Lewis 's  r h e t o r 

i c a l  methods.

What, then ,  were the r h e t o r i c a l  methods Lewis used 

in  the  th re e  s e l e c t e d  ad d resses?  How do th e se  methods com

pare  or c o n t r a s t  to  the  ones he used in  h i s  f i c t i o n ?

2
A H is to ry  and C r i t i c i s m  of  American Pub l ic  A ddress . 

ed. Marie Hochmuth (New York; Longmans, Green and Co.,  1955), 
I I I ,  8.

^Ibid., p. 9.
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Speaker

The word sp eak e r ,  f o r  the  purposes of  the  p r e s e n t  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  inc ludes  Lewis both as a speaker  and as a 

w r i t e r .  Thus, when the  q u es t io n  i s  asked,  "What a re  the  p r e 

d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  i f  any, toward the man who i s  g iv in g  the  

speech?"^ we must add: and toward the  man who i s  w r i t i n g

the s to ry ?  A r i s t o t l e ' s  term fo r  i t  i s  e t h o s .

The r e ad e r  should by now be w ell  a cqua in ted  w i th  the

somewhat e c c e n t r i c ,  though f a s c i n a t i n g ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  "Red" 

Lewis. A f te r  the  i n i t i a l  impact of  Main S t r e e t  the American

p u b l ic  was kept  f u l l y  a b r e a s t  of Lew is 's  l i f e  through p ress

and r a d io ,  and h i s  success  as a speaker  as w e l l  as h i s  popu

l a r i t y  as a w r i t e r  was enhanced by h i s  p u b l ic  image as a man 

of  co n t ro v e rsy .  The n o v e l i s t  seems to have been a l e r t  to  the 

p u b l i c i t y  value of  h i s  many newsmaking a n t i c s .  In A p r i l ,  1922, 

h i s  bus iness  a s s o c i a t e ,  H ar r i son  Smith, commented to  Lewis in  

a l e t t e r  about t h i s  a b i l i t y  to  s t a y  in  the  p u b l ic  eye:

I 'm tremendously g lad  to  h ea r  from you d i r e c t l y ,  
though i t ' s  e x t r a o rd in a ry  how l i t t l e  I have been 
a c t u a l l y  out of touch w ith  where you a re  and what 
you 've  been doing. Even in  a d e s e r t  you have the 
f a c u l t y  of  bumping in to  a l o t  of  people who a p p a r 
e n t ly  rush  to  the  n e a r e s t  w i r e l e s s  s t a t i o n ,  t e l l  
the  world how you look, what you s a i d ,  and how many

^Ibid.
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g l a s s e s  of beer you j u s t  had .^

The r e s u l t  o f  the p u b l i c i t y  was t h a t  when S i n c l a i r  Lewis a p 

peared on th e  p u b l ic  p la t fo rm  h i s  audience expected  him to  

l i v e  up to  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  as a man who d id  and s a id  the  u n 

u s u a l .  His awkward, almost g ro te sq u e ,  p h y s ic a l  appearance 

only complemented h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  as an e c c e n t r i c .

The audience fo r  the  Nobel add ress  o f f e r s  a h e i g h t 

ened example of a t y p i c a l  Lewis audience  as they  o b v ious ly  

a n t i c i p a t e d  w ith  d e l i g h t  h i s  expected s a t i r i c a l  a t t a c k s  upon 

h i s  c r i t i c s  and upon American s o c i e ty .

Somewhat s i m i l a r  to t h i s  f e e l i n g  was th e  eagerness  

w ith  which h i s  read ing  p u b l ic  a n t i c i p a t e d  each Lewis work 

fo l low ing  the  p u b l i c a t i o n  of Main S t r e e t . That novel  had 

e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  as a da r ing  c r i t i c  of  the  American 

scene;  h i s  nex t  work. B a b b i t t , simply confirmed the  r e p u t a 

t i o n ,  and h i s  p u b l ic  image enhanced the  t o t a l  e f f e c t .  Ac

cord ing  to  Mark Schorer ,  th roughout the tw en t ie s  Lewis hap 

p i l y  p r o f i t e d  from h i s  n o t o r i e t y .

Lewis had managed aga in  to  put h im s e l f  a t  the  
h e a r t  o f  a n a t i o n a l  co n t ro v e rsy  of many vo ices  : on

^ L e t t e r  to  Lewis on A p r i l  14, 1926, p r i n t e d  in  From 
Main S t r e e t  to  Stockholm : L e t t e r s  o f  S i n c l a i r  Lew is . 1919-
1930, ed. H ar r i so n  Smith (New York: H a rco u r t ,  Brace and
Company, 1952), p. 206.
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one s id e  t h e r e  were those  who s a id  simply t h a t  i t  
was a g r e a t  book [B a b b i t t ] ,  those  who s a id  i t  was a 
t r u e  p i c t u r e ,  those  who s a id  i t  was a n ec e s s a ry  
c o r r e c t i v e ;  on the  o th e r  s id e  were those  who s a id  
t h a t  i t  was a poor n o v e l ,  those  who dep lo red  i t s  
d i s t o r t i o n s ,  those  who denounced i t s  l i e s .  What 
could  have m a t te red  l e s s  than  the  q u es t io n  of  which 
v o ic e  was r a i s e d ?  Everyone was buying i t . 6

Lewis’s l e t t e r s  to  h i s  p u b l i s h e r s  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  he r e a l i z e d  

e a r l y  in  h i s  c a r e e r  t h a t  c o n t ro v e rsy  meant p u b l i c i t y  and 

t h a t ,  of  c o u rse ,  p u b l i c i t y  meant g r e a t e r  book s a l e s .  S h o r t ly  

b e fo re  Main S t r e e t  appeared Lewis wrote A lf red  H arcour t  ad 

v i s i n g  him to  take  advantage o f  the book's  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

n a tu r e  in  the  p u b l i c i t y :

I t  [ a d v e r t i s i n g ]  would b e s t  be broken i n t o  two 
d i f f e r e n t  n o te s :  one about t h i s - h e r e  a u th o r  and how
he got  h i s  m a t e r i a l  . . . and the  o th e r  a c h a l l e n g 
in g ,  a t t e n t i o n - r o u s i n g ,  tho p o s s ib ly  troub le-m aking  
s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  Mr, Lewis does not  f in d  a l l  b e a u t i f u l  
and p e r f e c t  i n  Red-blooded Small-town Americanism,
I  d o n ' t  th in k  i t  would h u r t  to  l e t  a h i n t  o f  t h i s  
c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  s l i p  o u t ;  i t  would s t i r  more e a g e r 
n es s  than  a s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t  ( l i k e  a l l  the  r e s t  save 
Sherwood Anderson) Mr, Lewis pu rrs  over the  American 
v i l l a g e  as being God's  own p a r t i c u l a r  r e s id e n c e .
J u s t  as i t  i s  Keynes 's  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  makes h i s  book 
go. 7

But more than  p u b l i c i t y  to  ga in  book s a l e s ,  Lewis d e s i r e d  a 

h e a r in g  fo r  h i s  id e a s .  He was never  greedy f o r  f i n a n c i a l

^S i n c l a i r  Lewis : An American L ife  (New York: Mc
G raw-Hill  Book Company, I n c , ,  1961), p, 345,

^ L e t t e r  to  A l f re d  H arcour t  in  June, 1920, in  From 
Main S t r e e t  to  Stockholm, p, 32,
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rewards ,  but he d id  want Americans t o  pay s e r io u s  a t t e n t i o n  

to  h i s  s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m .  P u b l i c i t y  he lped  him g e t  t h a t  a t 

t e n t i o n .  Throughout the  n in e te e n - tw e n t i e s  Lewis kep t  h i s  

r e p u t a t i o n  as a man of co n t ro v e rsy  prominent ,  but in  the  

t h i r t i e s  i t  began to  fade and today only a shadow of  t h a t  

r e p u t a t i o n  remains to  in f lu e n c e  the  modern r e a d e r .  Why did  

t h i s  happen? Perhaps the  p u b l ic  became bored with  the Lewis 

p e r s o n a l i t y .  C e r t a in l y  h i s  a b i l i t y  to  e x p l o i t  c u r r e n t  i s 

sues waned, and h i s  once s t a r t l i n g  a t t a c k s  upon American 

p ro v in c ia l i s m ,  m a te r ia l i s m ,  and s t a n d a r d i z a t io n  l o s t  t h e i r  

im p a c t - - th e  p ub l ic  became accustomed to  them as l e g i t im a te  

t a r g e t s  fo r  the  s o c i a l  c r i t i c .

In answer to  the q u e s t io n ,  "What a re  the p r e d i s p o s i 

t i o n s ,  i f  any, toward the man who i s  g iv in g  the  speech or 

w r i t i n g  the  s to r y ? "  one can answer t h a t  in  the  case of Lewis 

h i s  p u b l ic  image was a major f a c t o r  i n  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  success  

At the h e ig h t  o f  h i s  n o t o r i e t y  the p u b l ic  eager ly  awaited  h i s  

op in ions  on a l l  t o p i c s ,  and long a f t e r  h i s  words or  h i s  nov

e l s  may have j u s t i f i e d  such a t t e n t i o n  he found a r e c e p t iv e  

aud ience .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  Lewis 's  r e p u t a t i o n  today,  the  

modern r e a d e r  does no t  g r e a t l y  ca re  about t h a t  image.
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Audience

Susanne Langer,  p h i lo so p h e r  o f  language,  w r i t e s :

"Every s o c i e ty  meets a new idea  w ith  i t s  own co n c ep ts ,  i t s  

own t a c i t ,  fundamental way of see ing  th i n g s ;  t h a t  i s  to  say, 

w i th  i t s  own q u e s t i o n s , i t s  p e c u l i a r  c u r i o s i t y . " ®  The r h e t 

o r i c i a n  a t tem p ts  to  unders tand  h i s  audiences  so he may s e l e c t  

the  most e f f e c t i v e  method to persuade them. Marie Hochmuth 

o u t l i n e s  the  r h e t o r i c i a n ' s  t a sk :  "He aims to  l in k  h i s  propo

s i t i o n s  to  t h e i r  va lue  systems, and va lue  systems d i f f e r  with  

age, sex, e d u c a t io n a l  development,  economic c l a s s ,  s o c i a l  

s t r a t a ,  p o l i t i c a l  h e r i t a g e ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n t e r e s t ,  and so on."^ 

What were the  speaking  and read ing  audiences of  Lewis l ik e ?  

How did he go about a d j u s t i n g  h i s  p roposi t ions  to  t h e i r  va lue  

systems ?

The Nobel address  Lewis d e l iv e r e d  before  the  members 

o f  the Swedish Academy of  Arts  and Sciences  and t h e i r  d i s t i n 

guished g u e s t s - - a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  group of men and women de

vo ted  to  the a r t s  and s c ie n c e s .  More im p o r tan t ,  Lewis had a 

world audience composed of both Europeans and Americans c u r i 

ous about what the f i r s t  American winner o f  the  Nobel P r iz e

Q
Philosophy in  a New Key (Mentor Books ; New York :

The New American L ib ra ry ,  1948), p. 4,

^"The Criticism of Rhetoric," p. 10.
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f o r  L i t e r a t u r e  w ould  s a y .  They w ere  e s p e c i a l l y  c u r i o u s  b e 

c a u s e  so  many o f  h i s  coun trym en  had  l o u d l y  p r o c l a i m e d  t h a t  

t h e  c h o i c e  o f  Lewis was an i n s u l t  t o  Am erica  ; u n l i k e  B o r i s  

P a s t e r n a k ,  Lewis was p r e s e n t  to  r e c e i v e  h i s  p r i z e ,  and  f r e e  

t o  answ er  h i s  c r i t i c s .  W hile  t h e  mood o f  t h e  S to ck h o lm  

a u d i e n c e  was f r i e n d l y ,  even  p a r t i s a n ,  a  number o f  t h e  home 

f o l k  were  o p e n ly  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  v e r y  i d e a  t h a t  S i n c l a i r  

Lewis s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  th e  Nobel P r i z e ,  h o s t i l e  t o  h i s  f i c t i o n 

a l i z e d  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h o s 

t i l e  t o  t h e  man h i m s e l f  and a n y t h i n g  he  m ig h t  ch o o se  t o  s a y .

How d i d  Lewis a d j u s t  t o  t h e s e  a u d i e n c e s ?  He s p e n t  

t h e  e a r l y  moments o f  th e  s p e e c h  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  he  knew he  

was u n d e r  a t t a c k  and a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  h i s  s p e e c h  would  n o t  be 

a g ru d g e  answ er  t o  t h o s e  a t t a c k s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  he  had  h e av e d  

a few b r i c k s  i n  h i s  day ,  and a few h e a v e d  i n  r e t u r n  d i d  n o t  

u p s e t  h im. With h i s  open manner Lewis hoped  t o  d i s a r m  h i s  

a u d i e n c e s  and t o  e s t a b l i s h  a r a p p o r t  t h a t  would  make them 

r e c e p t i v e  t o  h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  Am erican  l i t e r a r y  d e v e lo p m e n t .  

Lewis p r a i s e d  p a r t i c u l a r  E uropean  a r t i s t s ,  and a t  some l e n g t h  

h o n o r e d  c e r t a i n  American  w r i t e r s .  H is  s p e e c h  was a c a r e f u l  

b l e n d  o f  a t t a c k  and p r a i s e  i n d i c a t i n g  h i s  k e e n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  

t h e  p rob lem  o f  a d j u s t i n g  t o  h i s  two a u d i e n c e s ,  t h e  one i n  

S to ck ho lm  and t h e  one a t  home. Lewis d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h i s



170

p ro b lem  o f  an " im m e d ia te "  and a " l a r g e r "  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  

two o t h e r  s p e e c h e s  s t u d i e d .

The a u d ie n c e  f o r  t h e  "Enemies o f  t h e  Book" a d d r e s s  

was composed o f  p r o m in e n t  American  p u b l i s h e r s ,  e d i t o r s ,  a u 

t h o r s ,  and book p u r v e y o r s .  They w ere  p r o b a b l y  f r i e n d l y ,  b u t  

an  a u d i e n c e  o f  o n e ' s  p e e r s  can  be d i s t u r b i n g .  Lewis c ho se  

t o  e m p h as ize  what h e  had  i n  common w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e :  h i s

o p e n in g  w o r d - - f e l l o w - b o o k s e l l e r s - - s e t  t h e  t o n e ,  and t h r o u g h 

o u t  t h e  a d d r e s s  Lewis s t r e s s e d  t h e  common b a c k g ro u n d ,  p r o b 

le m s ,  and g o a l s  be tw een  h i m s e l f  and h i s  l i s t e n e r s .

T h a t  v a s t  anonymous g rou p  w hich  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a d i o  

i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n - f o u r t i e s  posed  a s p e c i a l  p rob lem  f o r  Lewis :  

h e  c o u ld  n o t  r e l y  upon h i s  p e r s o n a l  m agne t i sm .  But w i t h o u t  

t h e  a u d i e n c e  v ie w in g  h i s  awkward, humorous a p p e a r a n c e  he  d i d  

h a v e  a b e t t e r  chan c e  to  d e l i v e r  e f f e c t i v e l y  a s p e e c h  com

p l e t e l y  s e r i o u s  i n  t o n e .  "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and th e  

P e a c e "  i s ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  o n l y  e n t i r e l y  somber s p e e c h  Lewis 

e v e r  made. As i n  t h e  o t h e r  a d d r e s s e s  Lewis a d j u s t e d  h i s  s u p 

p o r t i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  Assuming t h a t  many 

h a d  t u n e d  i n  t o  h e a r  t h e  o p e r a ,  Lewis s e l e c t e d  exam ples  from 

t h e  w o r l d  o f  m usic  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  u s u a l  l i t e r 

a r y  e x am p le s .

The t h r e e  s p e e c h e s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a l l  i n d i c a t e  t h a t
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Lewis t r i e d  t o  a d j u s t  h i s  r em ark s  t o  t h e  demands o f  each  

a u d i e n c e ,  and t h a t  he  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  e s t a b 

l i s h i n g  r a p p o r t  be tw een  h i m s e l f  and h i s  a u d i e n c e s .

U n l i k e  h i s  l i s t e n i n g  p u b l i c ,  h i s  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c  was 

n o t  made up p r i m a r i l y  o f  men and women a c t i v e l y  c o n c e rn e d  

w i t h  t h e  a r t s ,  b u t  was made up o f  t h a t  v a s t  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  

g ro u p  t h a t  makes a b e s t  s e l l e r .  L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  a p p e a l e d  t o  

t h e  a v e r a g e  American c i t i z e n .  Lewis must  have  r e a l i z e d  t h i s ,  

and c e r t a i n l y  h i s  p u b l i s h e r s  n o t e d  i t .  A f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  

o f  A rrow sm ith  w i t h  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c r i t i c a l  a t t a c k  upon 

L e w i s ' s  l i t e r a r y  s k i l l ,  H a r r i s o n  S m i th ,  who was w i t h  H a r c o u r t  

and B race  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  w r o t e  Lewis :  "The w r i t e r s  whom I

meet  and t h e  p e o p le  who m e re ly  l i v e  and r e a d  books now and 

t h e n  h ave  no r e s e r v e s  [ s i c ] a b o u t  i t .  They l i k e  i t  

e n o r m o u s l y ."10

Why d i d  p e o p le  who m e r e ly  l i v e  and r e a d  books now 

and t h e n  l i k e  t h e  n o v e l s  o f  S i n c l a i r  Lewis?  One r e a s o n  was 

b e c a u s e  a t  h e a r t  t h e y  a g r e e d  w i t h  h i s  p r e m i s e s .  As t h e y  r e a d  

t h e  n o v e l s  t h e y  became c o n v in c e d  t h a t  Lewis was j u s t i f i e d  i n  

h i s  a t t a c k s  on p r o v i n c i a l i s m ,  c o n f o r m i t y ,  and m a t e r i a l i s m .

The v a l u e s  o f  t h e  men and women i n  h i s  n o v e l s  were  t h e i r

^ ^ L e t t e r  t o  Lewis on A p r i l  4 ,  1925, i n  From Main 
S t r e e t  t o  S to c k h o lm ,  p. 182.
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v a l u e s .  They s t r u g g l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  same r e s t r i c t i o n s  which  

L e w i s ' s  h e r o e s  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t ,  and th e y  b e l i e v e d  i n  f reedom  

and i n d i v i d u a l i t y  j u s t  a s  Lewis d i d .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  t h e y  

i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  h i s  c h a r a c t e r s . As t h e y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s  t h e y  a l s o  became c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  

t y r a n n y  i n  America  were  t h e  f o r c e s  Lewis a t t a c k e d  i n  t h e  

n o v e l s .  The s o p h i s t i c a t e d  u r b a n i t e  o f  t o d a y  c a n n o t  a s  e a s i l y  

s y m p a th iz e  w i t h  t h e  p rob lem s  o f  L e w i s ' s  h e r o e s .  S c h o r e r  

comments ;

But i n  1920 h u n d r e d s  o f  women saw t h e m s e l v e s  i n  
C a r o l ,  and h u n d r e d s  o f  s m a l l  towns saw t h e m s e lv e s  
i n  Gopher P r a i r i e ,  and f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  c o u ld  w i t h  
e q u a l  e a s e ,  p r a i s e  o r  blame t h e  book,  and i n  e i t h e r  
c a s e  buy i t . H

And o n l y  i n  America  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s  would a p o p u l a 

t i o n  im m e d ia te ly  r e c o g n i z e  an Elmer G a n t r y ,  a George  B a b b i t t ,  

o r  a C a ro l  K e n n i c o t t .  W hateve r  p r e s e n t - d a y  c r i t i c s  w r i t e  o f  

L ew is ,  most  o f  them a d m i t  he  was th e  spokesman f o r  one g e n 

e r a t i o n  o f  A m e r ican s ,  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e s .  As t h e  

p r e s s  p l a y e d  up th e  v i o l e n t  a t t a c k s  upon each  new Lewis n o v e l ,  

t h e  p u b l i c  r e s p o n d e d  by bu y in g  h i s  books .  He was n o t  l o v e d  

as  Mark Twain was lo v e d .  They r e a d  Lewis much as  t h e y  r e a d  

H. L. M enck en 's  h e r e t i c a l  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s - - w i t h  s u r p r i s e ,

S i n c l a i r  L e w is : An American L i f e , p. 272.
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l a u g h t e r ,  and s e c r e t  a g re e m e n t .

L e w i s ' s  l i s t e n i n g  a u d i e n c e s  were u s u a l l y  men and  wom

en a c t i v e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  a r t s ,  b u t  h i s  r e a d i n g  a u d i e n c e s  

were  more c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  m i n u t i a e  o f  t h e i r  own d a i l y  

l i v e s .  Lewis was r e m a r k a b l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a d e c 

a d e ,  i n  a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h e s e  a u d i e n c e s .  H is  s p e e c h e s  abound 

w i t h  exam ples  from t h e  w o r ld  o f  a c h o l a r s h i p  and t h e  a r t s ,  and 

h i s  n o v e l s  w i th  exam ples  from t h e  w o r ld  o f  t h e  Pu l lm an  

s l e e p e r  and t h e  r e v i v a l  t e n t .  As a r e s u l t  t h e  s p e e c h e s ,  e f 

f e c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  own d ay ,  s t i l l  r e t a i n  some r e l e v a n c e  t o  

modern l i f e ,  b u t  t h e  n o v e l s  o f t e n  seem bound t o  a  t im e  t h a t  

i s  r e m o te  o r  u n r e a l .

P l a c e

P l a c e ,  as  M arie  Hochmuth p o i n t s  o u t ,  i s  more t h a n  

j u s t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I t  i s  " a l s o  a m e t a p h y s i c a l  

c o n d i t i o n ,  an  i d e o l o g i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t . % e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

p l a c e  t o  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  s p e a k i n g  and t o  a l e s s e r  d e g r e e  

h i s  f i c t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  be m in im iz e d .  Lewis was an A m er ican .

The i d e o l o g i c a l  e n v i ro n m e n t  o f  t h e  Nobel  a d d r e s s  

made i t  a  u n i q u e  s p e e c h ,  one s u p e r i o r  t o  o t h e r  Lewis s p e e c h e s .

^^"The C r i t i c i s m  o f  R h e t o r i c ,"  p. 11.
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and  p e r h a p s  s u p e r i o r  t o  any g i v e n  by l a t e r  A m erican  r e c i p i 

e n t s  - o f  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e .  Lewis and h i s  a u d i 

ence  knew t h a t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  w o r ld  was on 

him a s  t h e  f i r s t  Am erican  t o  win t h e  P r i z e .  He t r i e d  w i t h  

c a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  make t h e  s p e e c h  w o r th y  o f  t h a t  a t t e n 

t i o n .  The a m b i t i o u s  t o p i c - - e n c o m p a s s i n g  t h e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  

and f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e - - r e f l e c t e d  

L e w i s ' s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  r e c o g n i z e d  n o t  o n l y  h i s  

a c h i e v e m e n t s  b u t  t h e  m a t u r i t y  o f  American  l e t t e r s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

On a l e v e l  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t h e  a d d r e s s  to  t h e  boo k 

s e l l e r s  a l s o  shows t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p l a c e .  The l i g h t l y  

humorous  h a n d l i n g  o f  a s e r i o u s  t o p i c  d u r i n g  t h e  g r e a t  d e p r e s 

s i o n  r e f l e c t s  t h e  a f t e r - d i n n e r  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  s p e e c h .

The p l a c e  o f  t h e  r a d i o  s p e e c h  o f f e r e d  Lewis t h e  o p 

p o r t u n i t y  t o  g i v e  a s e r i o u s  s p e e c h  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  

h i s  a p p e a r a n c e .  An a u d i e n c e  which c o u ld  n o t  s e e  Lewis m ig h t  

n o t  be m o t i v a t e d  t o  l a u g h .

S p e e ch e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  p l a c e s  o f  common communion, 

b u t  a n o v e l  must  m ee t  i t s  a u d ie n c e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  t h o u g h t s  

o f  one i n d i v i d u a l .  A d i s c u s s i o n  o f  " p l a c e "  c a n n o t ,  t h e r e 

f o r e ,  be r e l e v a n t  t o  a r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  a n o v e l  e x c e p t  

t o  s a y  t h a t  L e w i s ' s  r e a d e r s  w ere  u s u a l l y  a v e r a g e  Am erican  

c i t i z e n s  s h a r i n g  a common moment o f  Am erican  h i s t o r y .
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P u rp o se

The pu rposes  o f  L e w i s ' s  a d d r e s s e s  and n o v e l s  h ave

been examined p r e v i o u s l y ,  bu t  as  a p a r t  o f  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l

method t h e y  must  be r e - e x a m i n e d .  M ar ie  Hochmuth w r i t e s :

W ha teve r  t h e  end th e  s p e a k e r  h a s  i n  mind,  h i s  s p e 
c i f i c  p u r p o s e  i s  to  sp e ak  w i t h  p e r s u a s i v e  e f f e c t  
tow ard  t h a t  end;  h i s  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  p e r 
s u a s i o n  a r e  t h o s e  which  can  be d i r e c t e d  tow ard  f u l 
f i l l m e n t  o f  p u r p o s e . 13

A r e v i e w ,  t h e n  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  L e w i s ' s  work l e a d s  to  an

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o o f s  u s e d  by t h e  w r i t e r  t o  f u l f i l l  h i s

p u r p o s e s .

IThat were  th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  a d d r e s s e s  s t u d 

i e d ?  Win a t  a r g u m e n t a t i v e  method d id  Lewis u s e  t o  f u l f i l l  

t h e s e  p u r p o s e s ?

I n  h i s  Nobel  sp e ec h  Lewis c o n s i d e r e d  th e  t r e n d s ,  d a n 

g e r s ,  and p r o m is e s  in  c o n te m p o ra ry  American l i t e r a t u r e ;  th e  

sp e ec h  t o  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s  d e f i n e d  c e r t a i n  p rob lem s  th e  book 

i n d u s t r y  f a c e d  i n  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n ,  s u g g e s t e d  a c t i o n s  t o  rem e

dy t h e s e  p r o b le m s ,  and a t t e m p t e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  p r i d e  i n  t h e  

b o o k s e l l i n g  p r o f e s s i o n ;  t h e  r a d i o  a d d r e s s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n 

f l u e n c e  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  w o r ld  l e a d e r s  

t o  d e v e l o p  some form o f  w o r ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

l ^ i b i d . , p.  12.
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The Nobel  a d d r e s s  o f f e r s  a t y p i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  method Lewis u s e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  p u r p o s e s .  The a u t h o r  

began  by s t a t i n g  a t h e s i s :  Am erican  l i t e r a r y  a r t  l a c k e d

s t a n d a r d s ,  m a t u r i t y ,  and p u b l i c  r e s p e c t ,  Lewis d e v e lo p e d  

t h i s  t h e s i s  p r i m a r i l y  th r o u g h  i n s t a n c e s  and e x am p le s .  To 

p ro v e  t h a t  A m erican  l i t e r a r y  a r t  l a c k e d  m a t u r i t y  Lewis d i s 

c u s s e d  t h e  t y p e  o f  c r i t i c i s m  he  had  r e c e i v e d  f o r  s u g g e s t i n g  

America  was l e s s  t h a n  p e r f e c t .  He c h o se  Henry Van Dyke a s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  i m m a t u r i t y  o f  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m ,  and i n  

t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  he  u s e d  a m i ld  form o f  i n v e c t i v e :  Van Dyke

was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  "an  a m ia b le  o l d  g e n t l e m a n "  b e s t  known f o r  

h i s  " p l e a s a n t  l i t t l e  e s s a y s  on t h e  j o y s  o f  f i s h i n g , "  and t h e  

" l e a r n e d  f i s h e r m a n "  was h e l d  up as  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

a t t a c k s  upon t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  Lewis .

To p ro v e  t h a t  American  l i t e r a r y  a r t  l a c k e d  s t a n d a r d s  

Lewis d i s c u s s e d  t h e  American  Academy o f  A r t s  and L e t t e r s ,

New Humanism, and A m erican  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s .  He c h a r g e d  t h e  

Academy r e p r e s e n t e d  n o t  modern A m erican  w r i t e r s  b u t  o n ly  

Henry Wadsworth L o n g f e l lo w ;  he  s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n  w i t h  

o v e r  tw e n ty  i n s t a n c e s  o f  r e s p e c t e d  w r i t e r s  who were  n o t

14 S i n c l a i r  Lew is ,  "The Am erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  
i n  The Man from Main S t r e e t , ed .  H a r r y  E. Maule and M e l v i l l e
H. Cane (New York :  Random House,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  pp. 5 - 6 .
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members o f  t h e  Academy. Lewis a s s e r t e d  t h e  New H u m a n is t s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  n o t  t h e  p r e s e n t  o r  t h e  f u t u r e  b u t  t h e  dead  p a s t ,

and c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  t y p i c a l  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  New Human

i s t s  w i t h  what  h e  f e l t  l i t e r a t u r e  s h o u l d  d e a l :

Oedipus  i s  a t r a g i c  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  New H u m a n is t s ;
man t r y i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  image o f  God
u n d e r  t h e  menace o f  dynamos, i n  a w o r l d  o f  h i g h -  
p r e s s u r e  s a l e s m a n s h i p  i s  n o t . ^ ^

A c c o rd in g  t o  Lewis t h e  New H um an is ts  were  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  i n  a 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w o r l d .  F i n a l l y ,  Lewis a s s e r t e d  A m erica  h a d  no 

g r e a t  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  E u ro p ea n  m a s t e r s  

l i k e  T a i n e ,  G o e th e ,  and C ro c e ;  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  Am erica  h ad  p r o 

duced  a c h i l l  and i n s i g n i f i c a n t  c r i t i c i s m :  " o u r  E rasm uses

h a v e  been  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l m i s t r e s s e s . "  As a  f i n a l  i n s u l t  t o  

A m erican  c r i t i c s  Lewis a s k e d :  "How s h o u l d  t h e r e  be any

s t a n d a r d s  when t h e r e  h a s  been  no one c a p a b l e  o f  s e t t i n g  them

up?"lG

L e w i s ' s  a r g u m e n t a t i v e  method i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n d u c 

t i v e .  He g i v e s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  h i s  i d e a s  and exam ples  

h a v e  l e d  t o  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s .  He d e v e l o p s  h i s  a rg u m e n ts  

t h r o u g h  u s e  o f  exam ple ,  c o m p a r is o n  and c o n t r a s t ,  i n v e c t i v e ,  

e x p l a n a t i o n ,  c a u s e  t o  e f f e c t  r e a s o n i n g ,  and e f f e c t  t o  c a u s e

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 14.

16 I b i d .
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r e a s o n i n g .  R a r e l y  does  h e  u s e  a rgu m en t  from a u t h o r i t y ,  and 

o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  does  he  u s e  a n a l o g y .

I n  "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a ce "  Lewis 

a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  s e l f - r e s p e c t  when he  

c a l l e d  G e r h a r t  Hauptmann an  example  o f  a man who p r e f e r r e d  

" o b s e q u i o u s n e s s  t o  t h e  g o o s e - s t e p p i n g  l o r d s  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  

Germany" t o  h o n o r . L e w i s  c o n t r a s t e d  Hauptmann w i t h  t h e  

men who had  gone i n t o  e x i l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p p o r t  t y r a n n y .  

T h e s e  men "gave  up e v e r y  n e i g h b o r ,  e v e r y  t i t l e ,  even  th e  

sw e e t  sound o f  t h e i r  own a cc us to m ed  l a n g u a g e ,  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  

m ig h t  know on which  s i d e  t h e y  w e re ."^ ®  Lewis a sk e d  t h e  

a u d i e n c e  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  and r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  a r t i s t .  The 

c r e a t i v e  man n eed e d  "an  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  what  he  i s  d o in g  i s  

n o t  f u t i l e . "19 I n  t h e  sp e ec h  t o  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s  Lewis a p 

p e a l e d  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  p r i d e  i n  a c h i e v e m e n t :

I t  [ s m a l l e r  p r o f i t s ]  means t h a t  we b e lo n g  t o  a p r o 
f e s s i o n  w hich  must  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  s k i l l e d ;  t h a t  
w r i t e r s  w i l l  n o t  f i n d  so e a s y  a l i v i n g  o u t  o f  " j u s t  
d a s h i n g  o f f  a l i t t l e  s t o r y , "  and t h a t  b o o k - d e a l e r s  
c an  l e s s  and l e s s  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  
t h e i r  s h e l v e s  t o  any anemic  romance t h a t  h a p p en s

^ ^ S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and  t h e  
P e a c e , "  i n  The Man from Main S t r e e t , p. 33.

IGlbid.
l^Ibid. , p.  35.
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a l o n g .  I t  may a l l  be a l i t t l e  h a r d  on t h e  y o un g 
s t e r s ,  who t h i n k  more a b o u t  m o t to s  t h a n  a b o u t  d u s t -  
r a g s ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  t o  t h o s e  o f  u s  who f o r  tw e n ty  and 
t h i r t y  and f o r t y  y e a r s  h a v e  been  p ro ud  o f  b e in g  
b o o k s e l l e r s ,  i t  may be a m a t t e r  o f  p r i d e  t h a t  w i t h  
much a g a i n s t  u s ,  we have  s u r v i v e d ,  and i n  o u r  lo ve  
o f  t h e  book a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s u r v i v e .

The p r i n c i p a l  a p p e a l s  i n  t h e  s p e e c h e s  were  t o  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,

r e c o g n i t i o n ,  and p r i d e .

I f  one a g r e e s  t h a t  t h e  te rm  e t h i c a l  p r o o f  means

b r o a d l y  t h e  " a t t e m p t s  o f  th e  s p e a k e r  to  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  as

a man o f  good c h a r a c t e r  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  h o n e s t y ,  to  s e t

h i m s e l f  up as  an a u t h o r i t y  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  to

21s e c u r e  t h e  good w i l l  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e , "  t h e n  Lewis u se d

e t h i c a l  p r o o f  a s  f r e q u e n t l y  a s  any o t h e r  t y p e  o f  p r o o f .  T h is

was d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  u n d e r  t h e  t o p i c  o f  " S p e a k e r , "  b u t  th e

f o l l o w i n g  i s  a t y p i c a l  example  o f  L e w i s ’s e t h i c a l  p r o o f :

1 h a ve  a l s o  s o l d  books b e h in d  th e  c o u n t e r .  . . .
I ' l l  a d m i t  i t  w a s n ' t  v e r y  long  . . . .  But i t  was 
lo n g  enough t o  a c q u a i n t  me w i t h  some o f  t h e  more 
a c u t e  j o y s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  b o o k s e l l i n g ,  f o r  I  a s s u r e  
you t h a t  S i e g e l - C o o p e r ' s was no h a u n t  f o r  t h o s e  who 
w a n ted  t o  "b ro w se"  o r  to  s i t  by a wood f i r e  and d i s 
c u s s  D o s t o y e f f s k y . I t  had  a l l  t h e  n o v e l  p l a c i d i t y
o f  a ' b u s - s t a t i o n . 22

2 0 g i n c l a i r  Lewis ,  "Enemies o f  t h e  Book ,"  i n  Pub- 
l i s h e r s ' W eek ly , CXXIX (May 23 ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  p. 2014.

^ ^ O r v i l l e  H i t c h c o c k ,  " J o n a t h a n  E d w a rd s , "  i n  H i s t o r y  
and C r i t i c i s m  o f  Am erican  P u b l i c  A d d r e s s , I ,  230.

^^"Enemies o f  the  Book," p. 2012.
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Each s p e e c h  s t u d i e d  o f f e r s  many exam ples  w hich  i l l u s t r a t e  

t h a t  Lewis was n e v e r  a f r a i d  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e f e r e n c e .

Lewis a l s o  i n t e r j e c t e d  h i s  o p i n i o n s  i n  t h e  n o v e l s ,  

b u t  n o t  as d i r e c t l y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  i n  t h e  s p e e c h e s .  What 

were  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  and how d i d  h e  c a r r y  

them o u t?

B r o a d ly  s t a t e d ,  L e w i s ' s  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  n o v e l s  was t o  

a t t a c k  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  r e s t r a i n t  i n  Am erican  l i f e ,  t h o s e  f o r c e s  

w hich  h e  b e l i e v e d  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  from becoming 

a s o c i e t y  o f  f r e e  men. He i d e n t i f i e d  t h e s e  f o r c e s  i n  h i s  

v a r i o u s  s t o r i e s  a s  p r o v i n c i a l i s m  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  r e l i g i o u s  

f u n d a m e n ta l i s m ,  p u r i t a n i s m ,  and a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m ;  as  

m a t e r i a l i s m  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  Am erican  c on tem p t  f o r  a n y t h i n g  

- - e d u c a t i o n ,  a r t ,  b e a u t y - - t h a t  c o u ld  n o t  be t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  

d o l l a r s  ; and as  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  m a n i f e s t e d  by t h e  d r a b  same

n e s s  o f  t h e  c i t i e s ,  p e o p l e ,  and cus tom s o f  Am erica .

What a r g u m e n t a t i v e  methods d i d  Lewis u s e  t o  c a r r y  

o u t  h i s  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  n o v e l s ?  How do t h e s e  methods compare 

o r  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  methods he  u s e d  i n  t h e  s p e e c h e s ?

The method f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  n o v e l s  s t u d i e d  i s  s t r i k 

i n g l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  method f o l l o w e d  i n  L e w i s ' s  s p e e c h e s .

Main S t r e e t  p r e s e n t s  a t y p i c a l  exam ple .  Lewis began  t h e  

s t o r y  w i t h  a d e s c r i p t i v e  t h e s i s ;  t h e  A m erican  v i l l a g e
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menaces  c i v i l i z a t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  a s p i r e s  t o  f o r c e  i t s  v u l g a r  

s t a n d a r d s  upon t h e  w o r l d :

But a v i l l a g e  i n  a c o u n t r y  w h ich  i s  t a k i n g  p a i n s  
t o  become a l t o g e t h e r  s t a n d a r d i z e d  and p u r e ,  w hich  
a s p i r e s  t o  s u c c e e d  V i c t o r i a n  E ng land  a s  t h e  c h i e f  
m e d i o c r i t y  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  i s  no l o n g e r  m e r e ly  p r o v i n 
c i a l ,  no l o n g e r  downy and r e s t f u l  i n  i t s  l e a f -  
shadowed i g n o r a n c e .  I t  i s  a f o r c e  s e e k i n g  t o  dom i
n a t e  t h e  e a r t h ,  t o  d r a i n  t h e  h i l l s  and  s e a  o f  c o l o r ,  
t o  s e t  D ante  a t  b o o s t i n g  Gopher P r a i r i e ,  and t o  
d r e s s  t h e  h i g h  gods i n  K l a s s y  K o l l e g e  K l o t h e s . 2 3

To s u p p o r t  t h i s  t h e s i s  Lewis took  t h e  r e a d e r  on a t o u r  o f

w ha t  h e  assumed to  be a t y p i c a l  A m erican  v i l l a g e ,  Gopher

P r a i r i e .

I n  t h e  s p e e c h e s  Lewis a c t e d  as  g u i d e  f o r  t h e  a u d i 

e n c e ,  b u t  in  each  n o v e l  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t  c o n d u c t s  t h e  t o u r .  

Not t o o  s u r p r i s i n g l y  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  o f t e n  seem t o  s h a r e  

t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  o f  S i n c l a i r  Lew is .  C a r o l  K e n n i c o t t  l e a d  t h e  

r e a d e r  o f  Main S t r e e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a r t i s t i c ,  

and s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  Gopher P r a i r i e ,  U. S. A. The r e a d e r  was 

s u b j e c t e d  t o  example  a f t e r  example  o f  v i l l a g e  l i f e  from t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  l a d i e s '  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y  t o  t h e  p e r f o r m 

a n c e s  on t h e  d u s t y  C h a tauq u a  p l a t f o r m - - e a c h  s u p p o r t i n g  

L e w i s ' s  t h e s i s .  T h i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  s t a t i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f

2 3S i n c l a i r  Lewis ,  Main S t r e e t  (New York : H arcourt ,
Brace and Company, I n c . ,  1920), p. 267.
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m a t e r i a l  r e s u l t s  i n  a  " l o o s e l y  e p i s o d i c  c h r o n i c l e " ^ ^  c h a r 

a c t e r i s t i c  o f  L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s .  Mark S c h o r e r  sum m ar izes  i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  example  t h e  e p i s o d e s  i n  E lmer G a n t r y  w h ich  

s u p p o r t e d  L e w i s ' s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  fu n d a m e n ta l i s m  

was an e v i l  f o r c e  i n  Am erican  l i f e :

The a c t i o n  o f  Elmer G a n t r y  i s  an e n t i r e l y  o n e 
way a f f a i r .  L ike  m ost  o f  L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s ,  i t  i s  a 
l o o s e l y  e p i s o d i c  c h r o n i c l e  t h a t  b r e a k s  down i n t o  
t h r e e  l a r g e  p a r t s ,  each  n e a r l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  
o t h e r s .  In  eac h  p a r t ,  E l m e r ' s  p r o g r e s s  i s  c o l o r e d  
and i n  two o f  them t h r e a t e n e d  by h i s  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  
a woman, bu t  from e a c h ,  E lmer  emerges  t r i u m p h a n t .
The f i r s t  p a r t  t a k e s  u s  t h r o u g h  h i s  B a p t i s t  e d u c a 
t i o n ,  h i s  o r d i n a t i o n ,  h i s  f i r s t  p u l p i t  and h i s  
e s c a p e  from L u lu ;  t h e  se c o n d  t a k e s  u s  t h r o u g h  h i s  
c a r e e r  as  an e v a n g e l i s t  w i t h  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  Sharon  
F a l c o n e r ;  t h e  t h i r d  t a k e s  u s  t h r o u g h  h i s  e x p e r i 
ence  o f  New T hought  and h i s  r i s e  i n  M ethodism,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  Cleo 
and h i s  e s c a p e  from H e t t i e ,  who t h r e a t e n s  to  
b r i n g  him to  p u b l i c  r u i n  b u t  who i s  h e r s e l f  
r o u t e d  a s ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s e n t e n c e ,  Elmer p ro m is e s  
t h a t  "We s h a l l  y e t  make t h e s e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a 
m o r a l  n a t i o n . "25

A s id e  from G a n t r y ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  women, h i s  l i f e  i s  a

c h r o n i c l e  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  r e l i g i o u s

f u n d a m e n ta l i s m  i n  A m er ica .  T hese  e x p e r i e n c e s  r a n g e d  from

h i s  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a s m a l l  Kansas  B a p t i s t  s e m in a r y ,  t o  h i s

e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  a woman e v a n g e l i s t ,  t o  h i s  r i s e  i n  t h e

^^Schorer,  p. 477.

Z^ ib id .
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M e t h o d i s t  c h u rc h  i n  New York C i t y .  Each i s  an e p i s o d e  a t 

t a c k i n g  f u n d a m e n ta l i s m .

I n  L e w i s ' s  b e t t e r  works l i k e  Elmer G a n t ry  and Bab

b i t t  t h e  e p i s o d e s  seem t o  f o l l o w  n a t u r a l l y  one from t h e  

o t h e r ,  b u t  i n  many o f  t h e  l e s s e r  works l i k e  Work o f  A r t  o r  

Ann V i c k e r s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n s  a r e  f a u l t y  and t h e  e p i s o d e s  them

s e l v e s  seem to  b e a r  l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  one t o  t h e  o t h e r .

T h is  e p i s o d i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l  be examined i n  more d e t a i l  

u n d e r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  s t y l e .

How, t h e n ,  does  L e w i s ' s  a r g u m e n t a t i v e  method i n  h i s  

s p e e c h e s  compare w i t h  h i s  a r g u m e n t a t i v e  method i n  t h e  n o v e l s ?  

They a r e  s i m i l a r .  I n  b o th  Lewis s t a t e s  o r  i m p l i e s  a t h e s i s  

and s u p p o r t s  i t  by a v a r i e t y  o f  i n s t a n c e s  and ex am p le s .  I n  

t h e  s p e e c h e s  t h e  d i r e c t n e s s  o f  th e  a r g u m e n t a t i v e  method p r o 

duced  c l a r i t y ,  b u t  i n  t h e  n o v e l s  t h e  r e a d e r  o f t e n  f e e l s  he  

i s  b e in g  bombarded w i t h  i n s t a n c e  a f t e r  i n s t a n c e ,  example  

a f t e r  exam ple ,  and t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  i s  u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y  m a n ip 

u l a t i n g  t h e  p l o t  and c h a r a c t e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f o r c e  h i s  t h e s i s  

upon  t h e  r e a d e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  n o v e l s ,  a s  

e a c h  a s s e r t i o n  became l e s s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  

exam ples  l e s s  r e l e v a n t  t o  modern l i f e ,  t h e  r e a d e r  f i n d s  

L e w i s ' s  h e a v y - h a n d e d  e f f o r t  t o  hammer home h i s  i d e a s  more 

and more d i s t a s t e f u l .
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Time

Lewis was f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  most  o f  h i s  

n o v e l s  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s ,  and i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  h i s  

s p e e c h e s  he  was e s p e c i a l l y  f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  

Nobel  a d d r e s s .  One r e a s o n  t h e  l a t t e r  s t a n d s  as  a v a l u a b l e  

comment on American  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t im e  i t  

was d e l i v e r e d .  "Time r e p r e s e n t s  a s t a g e  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  

p r o b l e m s . "26 Lewis was t h e  f i r s t  American  t o  win t h e  Nobel  

P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e .  The o c c a s i o n  seemed t o  mark t h e  end 

o f  an a g e ,  t o  a f f i r m  t h e  m a t u r i t y  o f  American  l e t t e r s .  T h us ,  

t im e  i t s e l f  made a p p r o p r i a t e  L e w i s ' s  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h s ,  

w e a k n e s s e s ,  and t r e n d s  o f  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e .

Though t h e  t im i n g  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s p e e c h e s  seems l e s s  

i m p o r t a n t ,  Lewis d i d  a d j u s t  h i s  t o p i c s ,  s e l e c t  h i s  th e m e s ,  

and d e v e lo p  h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  c u r r e n t  

t o p i c a l  i s s u e s .  F o r  exam ple ,  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s  were  

y e a r s  o f  p e ss im ism  f o r  t h e  book i n d u s t r y ;  L e w i s ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  

b o l s t e r  p r i d e  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  was i n  k e e p in g  w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  

o f  t h e  t im e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  r a d i o  a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  n e a r  

t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  se co n d  World War r e f l e c t e d  t h e  common c o n 

c e r n  o f  mankind t o  f i n d  a way t o  p r e s e r v e  p e a c e .  I n d e e d ,

^^Hochmuth, p. 14.
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j u d g i n g  from n e w sp a p e r  a c c o u n t s ,  a  c o n s i s t e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  L e w i s ' s  s p e a k i n g  was h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  

o f  t h e  t im e .

The t im i n g  o f  h i s  n o v e l s  i n  t h e  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  tw e n 

t i e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  t o  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .  T h i s  was a 

d e ca d e  o f  p r o s p e r i t y - - p e o p l e  c o u ld  a f f o r d  t o  buy b o o ks .  More 

i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  was a t im e  o f  n a t i o n a l  s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n  r e s u l t 

in g  from t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i r s t  World War. 

Old s t a n d a r d s  were  u n d e r  f i r e .  Lewis was t h e  "spokesm an  f o r  

t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n . "27 g u t  o n l y  f o r  t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n - - n o t  f o r  

t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t h i r t i e s  o r  f o r t i e s .  I n  o n ly  two 

n o v e l s  a f t e r  1930 d i d  Lewis u t i l i z e  a n a t i o n a l  i s s u e  s u c c e s s 

f u l l y :  i n  K in g sb lo o d  Royal  he a t t a c k e d  r a c i a l  b i g o t r y ,  and

i n  Ijt Can ' t  Happen Here he  warned  o f  f a s c i s m  i n  Am erica .  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  L e w i s ' s  r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Nobel  award  marked t h e  

end o f  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  l i t e r a r y  w o r l d .  S c h o r e r  com

ments  on t h i s  f a c t  :

And when t h e  N obel  award came t o  him i n  1930, i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l  l i t e r a r y  o p i n i o n  s e a l e d ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  t h e  
d e c a d e  o f  h i s  p r o m in e n c e ,  j u s t  a s  Main S t r e e t  had  
opened  i t . 28

Lewis c o n t i n u e d  t o  w r i t e ,  even  t o  p r o d u c e  b e s t  s e l l e r s ,  b u t

^^Schorer ,  p. 270.

2 8 l b i d . , p. 271.
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n e v e r  a g a i n  d i d  h i s  s t o r i e s  u n i q u e l y  match  t h e  t i m e s .

Form

The u n i t  o f  form i s  p e rh a p s  t h e  most  complex  o f  a l l  

r h e t o r i c a l  u n i t s .  Form c o n c e r n s  t h e  " v e r b a l  i n s t r u m e n t  i t 

s e l f .  "29 Knowing t h a t  m a t t e r  and form i n  a r t  a r e  i n s e p a r 

a b l e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  c r i t i c  must  c o n s i d e r  t h e  " b r o a d  

s t r u c t u r a l  p a t t e r n ,  and p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l i s t i c  f e a t u r e s " ^ ^  o f  

a w o r k .

E a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  

o f  L e w i s ' s  a d d r e s s e s  and n o v e l s  was b r i e f l y  exam ined .  The 

s p e e c h e s  f o l l o w e d  a c l e a r ,  l o g i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and t h e  

n o v e l s  f o l l o w e d  a l o o s e l y  e p i s o d i c  p a t t e r n .  One o t h e r  e l e 

ment o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  L e w i s ' s  work i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  

n o t e :  h e  u s u a l l y  ended b o th  h i s  s p e e c h e s  and h i s  f i c t i o n

w i t h  o p t im ism .  Fo r  exam ple ,  t h e  Nobel  a d d r e s s  began  w i t h  a 

p e s s i m i s t i c  lo o k  a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  m a t u r i t y  and s t a n d a r d s  i n  

Am erican  l i t e r a r y  e n d e a v o r s ,  bu t  i t  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  " w i t h o u t  

s t a n d a r d s ,  we h a v e  s u r v i v e d . "31 F u r t h e r m o r e ,  n o t  o n l y  had

Z^Hochmuth, p .  14.

3Ql b i d .

31 Lewis ,  "The American Fear o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p. 16.
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t h e  a r t i s t  s u r v i v e d  b u t  Lewis p r e d i c t e d  a g r e a t  f u t u r e  f o r  

t h e  new Am erican  w r i t e r s  l i k e  Hemingway, Dos P a s s o s ,  and 

W i l l i a m  F a u l k n e r .

B e g in n in g  w i t h  a p e s s i m i s t i c  p o i n t  o f  v iew  i n  t h e  

s p e e c h  t o  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s ,  Lewis s i m i l a r l y  c o n c lu d e d  w i t h  

o p t im ism .  The p u b l i c ,  he  c h a r g e d ,  w i l l  n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  

p r e f e r  r a d i o  t o  D ic k e n s ,  Hollywood w i l l  n o t  f o r e v e r  r em a in  

t h e  New J e r u s a l e m ,  and he  c o u ld  p r o u d l y  say  f o r  h i m s e l f  and 

h i s  a u d ie n c e  t h a t  t h e y  would c o n t i n u e  to  s e r v e  mankind 

t h r o u g h  books .  The r a d i o  a d d r e s s ,  somber i n  t o n e ,  was n e v e r 

t h e l e s s  o p t i m i s t i c  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  a hope  t h a t  mankind would 

f i n d  a way t o  c u rb  t y r a n n y  and p r e v e n t  war.

L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  f o l lo w e d  on t h e  whole  a s i m i l a r  p a t 

t e r n  o f  o p t i m i s t i c  c o n c l u s i o n s .  B a b b i t t , f o r  exam ple ,  c o n 

c lu d e d  w i t h  t h e  f a t h e r  em brac ing  t h e  son  and u r g i n g  him t o 

ward  a b e t t e r  tomorrow. Main S t r e e t  drew t o  a c l o s e  w i t h  

C a r o l  t u r n i n g  t o  h e r  baby s l e e p i n g  i n  t h e  c r i b  and a n n ou n c in g  

t h a t  i t  was a bomb t o  blow up smugness .  K in g s b lo o d  Royal  

ended  d r a m a t i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Negro had  

o n l y  begun t o  f i g h t  f o r  e q u a l i t y .

T h i s  o p t i m i s t i c  manner o f  c o n c l u d i n g  bo th  h i s  

s p e e c h e s  and h i s  n o v e l s  s u p p o r t s  L e w i s ' s  own e v a l u a t i o n  o f  

h i m s e l f  a s  a r o m a n t i c .  M oreover ,  t h e  op t im ism  i s  a d d i t i o n a l
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e v id e n c e  t h a t  Lewis as  h i s  a u d i e n c e  h e l d  t o  t h e  u n s p o k e n

c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  o f  tomorrow w i l l  be a b e t t e r  w o r l d .

What a r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  L e w i s ' s  sp o k e n  s t y l e ?

H is  s t y l e  i s  p r e c i s e ,  p l a i n ,  and  d i r e c t .  T h e re  a r e  few

c l a s s i c a l  a l l u s i o n s ;  m ost  o f  t h e  a l l u s i o n s  a r e  t o  c u r r e n t

e v e n t s .  F o r  ex am p le ,  i n  t h e  Nobel  a d d r e s s  Lewis d i s c u s s e d

t h e  r e s p e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  f e l t  f o r  f o o t b a l l  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  i t s

i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and he i d e n t i f i e d  c e r t a i n  c u r r e n t

Am erican  i d o l s  :

D ur ing  t h e  f o o t b a l l  s e a s o n ,  a c a p a b l e  p l a y e r  r a n k s  
v e r y  n e a r l y  w i t h  o u r  g r e a t e s t  and m ost  a d m i re d  h e r o e s  
- - e v e n  w i t h  Henry  F o r d ,  P r e s i d e n t  H oover ,  and C o l o n e l  
L i n d b e r g h .^2

The l a n g u a g e  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s  was s i m p le  as t h e  above  example

shows,  and i t  u s u a l l y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e .

To a t r u e - b l u e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  an A m er i 
c an  u n i v e r s i t y ,  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  n o t  so m e th in g  t h a t  a 
p l a i n  human b e i n g ,  l i v i n g  t o d a y ,  p a i n f u l l y  s i t s  down 
t o  p r o d u c e .  No; i t  i s  so m e th in g  d e a d ;  i t  i s  some
t h i n g  m a g i c a l l y  p ro d u c e d  by superhum an b e in g s  who 
m u s t ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  be r e g a r d e d  a s  a r t i s t s  a t  a l l ,  
h a v e  d i e d  a t  l e a s t  one h u n d re d  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  
d i a b o l i c a l  i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r . 33

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n ,  " t r u e - b l u e , "

i n  t h e  above p a s s a g e ,  Lewis u s e d  l i t t l e  s l a n g  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s ;

32l b i d . , p .  12.

33%bid., pp. 12-13.
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when he  d i d  l a p s e  i n t o  b r e e z y  l a n g u a g e  i t  was f o r  a p a r t i c u 

l a r  e f f e c t .  I n  t h e  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s ,  Lewis  mim

i c k e d  h i m s e l f  l e c t u r i n g  t o  a g ro u p  o f  t r a v e l i n g  book s a le s m e n :

"Now t h i s  n e x t  n o v e l - - i t ’s a dandy s t o r y - - i t ' s  by 
some E n g l i s h  w o m a n - - f in e  w o m a n - - s h e ' s  a c o u s i n  o f  
t h e  Dean o f  C h i c h e s t e r - - n o , I 'm  w rong ,  t h a t ' s  t h a t  
o t h e r  g a l - - t h i s  o n e ,  w e l l ,  she  i s n ' t  h i s  c o u s i n ,  
s h e ' s  h i s  a u n t ,  and he  i s n ' t  a d e a n ,  h e ' s  a  c h i r o 
p r a c t o r ,  and . . . . ' '34

I n  t h e  r a d i o  a d d r e s s  he  i r o n i c a l l y  commented: " P u b l i c  m ur

d e r  h a s  become a l i t t l e  t o o  c o s t l y - - t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  who a r e  

r e a l l y  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  some s o r t  o f  a law a g a i n s t  i t . ' "35 

t h e  f i r s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  Lewis u s e d  s l a n g  f o r  humorous e f f e c t  

and i n  t h e  seco nd  he  u s e d  t h e  c l i c h e  f o r  i r o n i c  e m p h a s i s .

But on t h e  whole  t h e  s p e e c h e s  s t u d i e d  w ere  s u r p r i s i n g l y  f r e e  

from t h i s  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e .

Most o f  h i s  s e n t e n c e s  were  o f  medium l e n g t h ;  t h e  

words were  s im p le  ones  o f  one o r  two s y l l a b l e s ;  t h e r e  were  

few f i g u r e s  o f  s p e e c h ,  and o n l y  an o c c a s i o n a l  r h e t o r i c a l  

q u e s t i o n .  When Lewis d i d  u s e  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n  i t  was 

s h a r p ,  t e r s e ,  and e m p h a t i c .  I n  t h e  r a d i o  s p e e c h  he  d e s c r i b e d  

a r t i s t s  who were  f o r c e d  i n t o  e x i l e  by t y r a n t s ,  and a s k e d :

^4"Enemies  o f  t h e  B ook ,"  p .  2012.

55"The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a c e , "  p.  34.
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"But  i t ' s  t im e  t o  s t o p  a l l  t h a t ,  i s n ' t  i t ? " ^ ^  Even more

p o i n t e d  was t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  Nobel  s p e e c h :

a f t e r  a s s e r t i n g  t h e  l a c k  o f  s t a n d a r d s  and l e a d e r s h i p  i n

A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e ,  Lewis demanded, "What i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e

we?"37 Lewis was fond  o f  p a r a l l e l  s t r u c t u r e :

But t h e  p a ra d o x  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  a r t s  o u r  u n i v e r 
s i t i e s  a r e  as  c l o i s t e r e d ,  a s  f a r  from r e a l i t y  and 
l i v i n g  c r e a t i o n ,  as  s o c i a l l y  and a t h l e t i c a l l y  and 
s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t h e y  a r e  c l o s e  t o  u s . ^ 8

And he  o f t e n  u s e d  a n t i t h e s i s :

Mr. H ow el ls  was one o f  t h e  g e n t l e s t ,  s w e e t e s t ,  and 
m ost  h o n e s t  o f  men, b u t  h e  had  t h e  code o f  a p io u s  
o l d  maid whose g r e a t e s t  d e l i g h t  was t o  hav e  t e a  a t  
t h e  v i c a r a g e . 39

A ls o ,  h i s  s p e e c h e s  o f f e r  s e v e r a l  good exam ples  o f  t h e  p e r i 

o d i c  s e n t e n c e :  " I t  does  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  l i t e r a r y  America  o f

t o d a y - - i t  r e p r e s e n t s  o n l y  Henry Wadsworth Longfel low . '"^®

What e f f e c t  d i d  L e w i s ' s  d e l i v e r y  have  upon h i s  s t y l e ?  

At b e s t  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  may be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  t y p i c a l  o f  

t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  o f  t h e  s m a l l - t o w n  e d i t o r .  He lo o k e d  l i k e  a

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 33.

®^"The A m erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  p .  10.

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 12.

S^I b i d . , p. 15.

4®I b i d . , p. 11.
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M id w e s te rn  p r o v i n c i a l .  H is  body was l e a n ,  a n g u l a r ,  and awk

w ard .  S t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  h i s  a u d i e n c e s  h i s  arms seemed t o  s h o o t  

o u t  from h i s  body i n  e r r a t i c  g e s t u r e s ;  h i s  words tum bled  r a p 

i d l y  one a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r ,  and i n  moments o f  e x c i t e m e n t  h i s  

v o i c e  r o s e  to  a s h r i l l  p i t c h .  T h i s  s t y l e  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  com

b i n e d  w i t h  L e w i s ' s  n a t u r a l  b e n t  to w a rd  m im ic ry ,  was p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  s u i t e d  t o  humorous m a t e r i a l .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  m a jo r  e f f e c t  

L e w i s ' s  d e l i v e r y  had  upon h i s  s p e e c h e s  was t o  e n c o u ra g e  him 

t o  sp e ak  i n  a humorous v e i n  and t o  a v o i d  t h e  g r a v e  manner .  

Radio  s p e a k i n g  d i d  o f f e r  Lewis an  e s c a p e  from h i s  p h y s i c a l  

l i m i t a t i o n s ,  and i n  "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  

P e a ce "  we h av e  a r a r e  example  o f  a c o m p l e t e l y  s e r i o u s  sp eech  

by S i n c l a i r  Lewis .

I n  summary, t h e n ,  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  L e w i s ' s  

s t y l e  a r e  w i t ,  d i r e c t n e s s ,  s i m p l i c i t y ,  and f o r c e f u l n e s s - - a l l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a good o r a l  s t y l e .

What was t h e  s t y l e  u se d  i n  h i s  n o v e l s ?  As m en t io n ed  

e a r l i e r ,  L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  a r e  e p i s o d i c  i n  form. In  most  o f  

t h e  n o v e l s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  th e  t w e n t i e s  t h e  e p i s o d e s  seemed t o  

f o l l o w  n a t u r a l l y  one from t h e  o t h e r ,  b u t  i n  t h e  s t o r i e s  pub

l i s h e d  a f t e r  1930 t h e  t r a n s i t i o n s  were  p o o r ,  t h e  examples 

o f t e n  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  and t h e  o v e r a l l  u n i t y  g e n e r a l l y  s u f f e r e d .

I n  E lmer G a n t ry  t h e  s t a t i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s t o r y  had  a
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c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  w h ich  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  t o t a l  mood. Mark 

S c h o r e r  compares  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  n o v e l  w i t h  

t h a t  w h ich  Lewis u s e d  i n  E lm er  G a n t r y :

Most n o v e l s  o p e r a t e  th r o u g h  a c o n f l i c t ,  d ram a
t i z e d  i n  a  p l o t ,  o f  s o c i a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t ,  
and t h e  more s u s t a i n e d  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  o f  t h e  p l o t ,  
t h e  more l i k e l y  i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  be f o r c e d  i n t o  
a  p o s i t i o n  o f  new s e l f - a w a r e n e s s ,  w hich  p r o m i n e n t l y  
c o n t a i n s  an a w a re n e s s  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  s o c i e t y .
A c e r t a i n  dynamic i n t e r c h a n g e  h a s  been  a t  w ork ,  and 
t h e  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e s  w hich  c o n 
t a i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  h a v e  been  p e r s o n 
a l i z e d  i n  h i s  a w a r e n e s s .  What i s  more c h a r a c t e r i s 
t i c  o f  t h e  n o v e l s  o f  S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  above a l l  o f  
Elmer G a n t r y , i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no su c h  dynamics 
o f  s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  t h a t  we a r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a 
s t a t i c ,  u n p e r s o n a l i z e d  im a g e - - a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  l i e s
i t s  h o r r o r . 41

But i f  t h i s  l a c k  o f  dynamics  i n  Elmer G a n t r y , B a b b i t t , and 

Main S t r e e t  was i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  t o t a l  e f f e c t  t h e  a u t h o r  

s o u g h t ,  i n  most  o f  h i s  s t o r i e s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s  and 

f o r t i e s  i t  was n o t .

One i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  Lewis f a i l e d  i n  t h e s e  l a t e r  

works was t h a t  t h e  e p i s o d e s  t h e m s e lv e s  l a c k e d  d r a m a t i c  i n t e r 

e s t .  I n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  n o v e l s  " t h e  s m e l l  o f  Pu l lm an  c a r  d u s t ,  

t h e  food  a t  a c h u rc h  p i c n i c ,  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  

a s m a l l  M e t h o d i s t  b i s h o p "  w ere  f o r c e f u l  enough t o  " f i l l  t h e  

o u t l i n e s  o f  h i s  s t e r e o t y p e s , "^2 b u t  n o t  many r e a d e r s  r e a l l y

'^^Schorer, pp. 4 7 8 -7 9 .

4 2 l b i d . , p. 478 .
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c a r e d ,  f o r  e x am ple ,  a b o u t  t h e  f i n e  a r t  o f  h o t e l  k e e p i n g

w h ich  Lewis t r i e d  t o  e x e m p l i f y  i n  Work o f  A r t . Compare t h e

f o l l o w i n g  e x c e r p t  from Elmer  G a n t r y  w i t h  a t y p i c a l  p a s s a g e

from Work o f  A r t . I n  t h e  f i r s t  exam ple  Lewis t e l l s  how

S h a ro n  F a l c o n e r  a c c i d e n t a l l y  became a h e a l e r :

S h a ro n  came t o  i t  by a c c i d e n t .  She h a d  r e g u l a r l y  
o f f e r e d  p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  s i c k ,  b u t  o n l y  a b s e n t -  
m in d e d ly .  When E lm er  and sh e  had  been  t o g e t h e r  f o r  
a y e a r ,  d u r i n g  h e r  m e e t i n g s  i n  S c h e n e c ta d y  a man 

, l e d  up h i s  d e a f  w i f e  and begged  S h a ro n  t o  h e a l  h e r .
I t  amused S ha ro n  t o  s e n d  o u t  f o r  some o i l  ( i t  h a p 
p ened  t o  be s h o t g u n  o i l ,  b u t  s h e  p r o p e r l y  c o n s e 
c r a t e d  i t )  t o  a n o i n t  t h e  woman's  e a r s ,  and t o  p r a y  
l u s t i l y  f o r  h e a l i n g .

The woman s c r e a m e d ,  " G lo ry  t o  God, I ' v e  g o t  my 
h e a r i n g  back . '"

T h e re  was a  s e n s a t i o n  i n  t h e  t a b e r n a c l e  and 
ev e ry b o d y  i t c h e d  w i t h  d e s i r e  t o  be r e l i e v e d  o f  what  
e v e r  a i l e d  h i m . 43

I n  Work o f  A r t  t h e  h e r o  s o l v e s  t h e  s e r i o u s  p ro b lem  o f  b e l l 

boy s e r v i c e  i n  h i s  new h o t e l :

A y e t  g r e a t e r  e x t r a v a g a n c e  was t h e  v e t e r a n  
f l o o r  w a i t e r s .  H is  w hole  scheme o f  s u p e r i o r  
s e r v i c e  would  f a i l  i f  g u e s t s ,  when t h e y  r a n g  t h e  
b e l l ,  were  a n sw e re d  by t h e  a m i a b l e  b u t  u n t r a i n e d  
c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  on v a c a t i o n  who w ere  t h e  b e l l 
boys and w a i t e r s  i n  most  summer h o t e l s .  The e x 
p e r i e n c e d  g u e s t  w a n te d  t h e  b e l l  a n sw e red  by an 
i n i t i a t e ,  t o  whom t h e  p r o c u r i n g  o f  c o f f e e ,  s t a m p s ,  
a s p i r i n ,  o r  w r a p p in g  p a p e r  and c o r d ,  was a p a s 
s i o n a t e  d u t y . 44

' ^ ^ S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  E lmer  G a n t r y  (New Y ork :  H a r c o u r t ,
B race  and Company, 1 9 2 7 ) ,  p. 212.

44 Sinclair Lewis, Work of Art (Garden City, New
York: Doubleday, Doran & Company, Inc., 1934), p. 362.
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S i n c l a i r  Lewis may h ave  been  p a s s i o n a t e l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  how 

t h e  h o t e l  r e s i d e n t  r e c e i v e d  h i s  c o f f e e ,  s t a m p s ,  a s p i r i n ,  o r  

w r a p p in g  p a p e r  and c o r d ,  bu t  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  many o t h e r  

Am ericans  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  i t  i n  1934. T h i s  p a s s a g e  s e r v e s  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t e  how L e w i s ' s  m a t e r i a l  r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  s t y l e  

i n  t h e  p o s t  1930 books .

As i n  t h e  s p e e c h e s  L e w i s ' s  l a n g u a g e  was u s u a l l y  

p l a i n ,  s i m p l e ,  d i r e c t ,  and p r e c i s e ,  b u t  u n l i k e  h i s  s p e e c h e s  

h i s  n o v e l s  abound w i t h  s l a n g ,  c l i c h e s - - t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  o f  t h e  

A t h l e t i c  c l u b .  C r i t i c s  h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  p r a i s e d  him f o r  

h i s  a c c u r a c y  i n  r e p r o d u c i n g  t a l k .  T h i s  a c c u r a c y  i n  r e c r e a t 

in g  Am erican  s p e e c h  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  n o v e l s ' s u c c e s s  i n  

t h e  t w e n t i e s .  Mark S c h o r e r  compares  L e w i s ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o 

duce  c o l l o q u i a l  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  s i m i l a r  t a l e n t  o f  o t h e r  Amer

i c a n  w r i t e r s  :

From them to o  (George Ade, Artemus Ward, J o s h  B i l l 
i n g s ,  F i n l e y  P e t e r  D unne) ,  b u t  above a l l  from Mark 
Twain ,  h e  d e r i v e d  t h e  g i f t  o f  t h e  f lo w  o f  c o l l o q u i a l  
s p e e c h  t h a t  p o u re d  t h r o u g h  h i s  n o v e l s ,  h e r e  and t h e r e  
i n  t h e  f i v e  e a r l y  w o r k s ,  b u t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  from Main 
S t r e e t  on.  And t h i s  i s  a s t r a i n  t h a t  a t  once  h e i g h 
t e n s  v e r i s i m i l i t u d e  and p a l l i a t e s  t e r r o r . ^5

L i s t e n  t o  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  E lmer G a n t r y ,  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  G o s p e l ,

a s  h e  t a l k s  t o  h i s  f e l l o w  v o y a g e r s  d u r i n g  h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o

^ ^ S i n c l a i r  Lewis:  An American L i f e , p. 289 .
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E urope  :

Dr.  E lmer G a n t r y  was w a lk in g  t h e  deck o f  t h e  
S c y t h i a , a b r i g h t ,  c o n f i d e n t ,  manly  f i g u r e  i n  a b l u e  
s u i t ,  a  y a c h t i n g  c a p ,  and w h i t e  c an v a s  s h o e s ,  s w in g 
i n g  h i s  arms and beaming p a s t o r a l l y  on h i s  f e l l o w  
a t h l e t i c  m a n i a c s .

He s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  deck  c h a i r s  o f  a l i t t l e  o l d  
c o u p l e - - a  d e l i c a t e  b l u e - v e i n e d  o l d  l a d y ,  and h e r  
h u s b a n d ,  w i t h  t h i n  h ands  and a t h i n  w h i t e  b e a r d .

" W e l l ,  you f o l k s  seem t o  be s t a n d i n g  t h e  t r i p  
p r e t t y  g o o d - - f o r  o l d  f o l k s ! "  he  r o a r e d .

"Yes,  th an k  you v e r y  m uch ,"  s a i d  t h e  o l d  l a d y .
He p a t t e d  h e r  k n e e ,  and boomed, " I f  t h e r e ' s  

a n y t h i n g  I  can  do t o  make t h i n g s  n i c e  and comfy f o r  
you ,  m o th e r ,  you j u s t  h o l l e r !  D o n ' t  be a f r a i d  t o  
c a l l  on me. I  h a v e n ' t  a d v e r t i s e d  t h e  f a c t - - k i n d  o f  
fu n  t o  t r a v e l  what  t h e y  c a l l  i n c o g n i t o - - b u t  f a c t  i s .  
I 'm  a m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  g o s p e l ,  even  i f  I  am a h usky  
g u y ,  and i t ' s  my p l e a s u r e  as  w e l l  as  my d u ty  t o  h e l p  
f o l k s  any-way I  c a n .  Say ,  d o n ' t  you t h i n k  i t ' s  j u s t  
a b o u t  t h e  l o v e l i e s t  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  o cean  t r a v e l i n g ,  
t h e  way f o l k s  h a v e  t h e  l e i s u r e  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  and 
exchange  i d e a s ?  Have you c r o s s e d  b e f o r e ? "

"Oh, y e s ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I  e v e r  s h a l l  a g a i n , "  
s a i d  t h e  o l d  l a d y .

" T h a t ' s  r i g h t - - t h a t ' s  r i g h t !  T e l l  you how I  
f e e l  a b o u t  i t ,  m o t h e r . "  Elmer p a t t e d  h e r  hand .
"W e 're  A m e r ic an s ,  and w h i l e  i t ' s  a  f i n e  t h i n g  t o  go 
a b r o a d  maybe once  o r  t w i c e - - t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g  so 
b r o a d e n in g  as  t r a v e l ,  i s  t h e r e ! - - s t i l l ,  i n  America  
w e 'v e  g o t  a s t a n d a r d  o f  d e ce n cy  and e f f i c i e n c y  t h a t  
t h e s e  p oor  o l d  E u ro p ea n  c o u n t r i e s  d o n ' t  know a n y 
t h i n g  a b o u t ,  and i n  t h e  long  r u n  t h e  good o l d  U. S.
A. i s  t h e  p l a c e  w here  y o u ' l l  f i n d  y o u r  g r e a t e s t  
h a p p i n e s s - - e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  f o l k s  l i k e  u s ,  t h a t  a r e n ' t  
any b looming  m i l l i o n a i r e s  t h a t  can  g r a b  o f f  a l o t  o f  
c a s t l e s  and t h o s e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g s  and ha v e  a r a f t  o f  
b u t l e r s .  You b e t !  W e l l ,  j u s t  h o l l e r  when I  c a n  be 
o f  any s e r v i c e  t o  you.  So l o n g ,  f o l k s !  Got t o  do 
my t h r e e  m i l e s ! "46

^^Lewis, Elmer Gantry, pp. 4 0 2 -0 3 .



196

Lewis was so  good a t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  m im ic ry  t h a t  h e  made one 

book ,  The Man Who Knew C o o l i d g e , e n t i r e l y  o f  t h i s  n o i s e .  H is  

s k i l l  a t  m im ic ry  a l s o  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  f r e q u e n t  u s e  o f  p u b l i c  

a d d r e s s  i n  h i s  f i c t i o n .  The lo n g - w in d e d  o r a t o r y  o f t e n  i r r i 

t a t e s  t h e  r e a d e r ,  b u t  S c h o r e r  n o t e s  t h a t  i t  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e s  

t o  t h e  t o t a l  e f f e c t .

Nowhere does L e w i s ' s  p l e a s u r e  i n  m im icry  
t h r e a t e n  t o  c a r r y  him so  f a r  beyond t h e  demands o f  
h i s  f i c t i o n  as i n  h i s  u s e  o f  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s e s  o f  one 
s o r t  o r  a n o t h e r ;  y e t  one m ig h t  p o i n t  o u t ,  t o o ,  t h a t  
i f  t h e s e  more t h a n  any o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  i n  h i s  s t o r y  
t e n d  t o  c a r r y  him t o  i t s  p e r i p h e r y  and o n l y  t h e r e ,  
t h e y  a r e  a l s o  a v e r y  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  s a t i r e .  
E l o c u t i o n  i s  an o l d  Am erican  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and a 
w ind y ,  m in d l e s s  r h e t o r i c  h a s  been  o f  i t s  e s s e n c e .
L e w i s ' s  u s e  o f  e l o c u t i o n  adds a s w e l l i n g  n o t e  t o  
t h e  a l r e a d y  loud  b l a t - b l a t  o f  t h a t  p u b l i c  v o i c e  
t h a t  r o a r s  and c l a c k s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n o v e l s ,  and i f  
Lewis l e t s  B a b b i t t  a d m ire  Chan M ott  b e c a u se  he  " c a n  
make a good t a l k  even  when he  h a s n ' t  g o t  a doggone 
t h i n g  t o  s a y , "  he  i s  a l s o  making an  o b s e r v a t i o n  on 
t h e  empty r e s t l e s s n e s s  o f  Am erican  l i f e . 47

A l th o u g h  ad m ired  by h i s  c r i t i c s ,  L e w i s ' s  u s e  o f  c o l l o q u i a l

s p e e c h  i s  one more f a c t o r  t h a t  makes h i s  f i c t i o n  seem a t

t im e s  rem o te  from t h e  modern w o r l d .

I n  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  l i t t l e  book ,  The E lem en ts  o f  S t y l e , 

W i l l i a m  S t r u n k ,  J r .  l i s t s  t w e n ty - o n e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  im p ro v 

i n g  s t y l e ;  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis c o n s i s t e n t l y  v i o 

l a t e d  many o f  them:

^^S i n c l a i r  Lewis : An American L i f e , p. 353.
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1. P l a c e  y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d ,  ( v i o l a t e d )
2 . W r i t e  i n  a way t h a t  comes n a t u r a l l y .
3. Work from a  s u i t a b l e  d e s i g n ,
4 .  W r i t e  w i t h  nouns and  v e r b s ,  ( v i o l a t e d )
5. R e v i s e  and r e w r i t e .
6. Do n o t  o v e r w r i t e ,  ( v i o l a t e d )
7. Do n o t  o v e r s t a t e ,  ( v i o l a t e d )
8. Avoid t h e  u s e  o f  q u a l i f i e r s ,  ( v i o l a t e d )
9. Do n o t  a f f e c t  a b r e e z y  m anner ,  ( v i o l a t e d ,  you b e t . ' )

10. Use o r t h o d o x  s p e l l i n g ,  ( som et im es  v i o l a t e d )
11. Do n o t  e x p l a i n  t o o  much, ( v i o l a t e d )
12. Do n o t  c o n s t r u c t  awkward a d v e r b s ,  ( v i o l a t e d )
13. Make s u r e  t h e  r e a d e r  knows who i s  s p e a k i n g .
14. Avoid f a n c y  w o rd s ,  ( som etim es  v i o l a t e d )
15. Do n o t  u s e  d i a l e c t  u n l e s s  y o u r  e a r  i s  good .
16. Be c l e a r .
17. Do n o t  i n j e c t  o p i n i o n ,  ( v i o l a t e d )
18. Use f i g u r e s  o f  sp e e c h  s p a r i n g l y .
19. Do n o t  t a k e  s h o r t c u t s  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  c l a r i t y .
20. Avoid f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s ,  ( v i o l a t e d )
21.  P r e f e r  t h e  s t a n d a r d  t o  t h e  o f f b e a t ,  ( v i o l a t e d ) ^ #

Lewis d e l i b e r a t e l y  v i o l a t e d  many o f  t h e s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  

s a t i r i c a l  e f f e c t .  But som etim es  t h e  v i o l a t i o n s  f a i l e d  t o  e n 

h a n c e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  p l o t ,  o r  mood. T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  

o f  t h e  n o v e l s  Lewis w r o t e  a f t e r  1930.

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e n ,  L e w i s ' s  s p e e c h e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  a

good o r a l  s t y l e .  The s t y l e  o f  h i s  f i c t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  was n o t

‘̂ ®(New Y ork :  The M a c m i l l a n  Company, 1 9 5 9 ) ,  p. x i v .
[F o r  a t y p i c a l  example  o f  e ac h  above  v i o l a t i o n  s e e  t h e  f o l 
lo w in g :  (1) Main S t r e e t , p. 343;  (4) D o d s w o r th , p . 129; (6)
The Man Who Knew C o o l i d g e ; (7)  E lm er  G a n t r y  ; (8)  D o d s w o r th , 
p .  153; (9)  E lm er  G a n t r y , p .  328;  (10)  A r r o w s m i t h , p .  209;  
(11) Work o f  A r t  ; (12)  Cass  T i m b e r l a n e , p. 139;  (14) Main 
S t r e e t , p. 271;  (17)  D o d s w o r th , p .  161; (2) Main S t r e e t , p. 
265 ;  (21) The Man Who Knew C o o l i d g e , p. 194.
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c o n s i s t e n t .  I n  h i s  b e s t  n o v e l s .  B a b b i t t ,  f o r  e x am p le ,  Lew

i s ' s  s t y l e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  mood, em ph as ized  t h e  t h e s i s ,  and 

d e l i n e a t e d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  But i n  many o f  h i s  n o v e l s  w r i t t e n  

a f t e r  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  t h e  e p i s o d e s  a r e  r e p e t i t i o u s ,  t h e  s l a n g  

a n n o y in g  t o  t h e  r e a d e r ,  and t h e  i n t e r j e c t i o n  o f  L e w i s ' s  o p i n 

i o n s  o b v i o u s .  When L e w i s ' s  i d e a s  were  new and h i s  a p p ro a c h  

a n o v e l t y  he  p r o s p e r e d .  Today,  many o f  h i s  i d e a s  seem a lm o s t  

a c l i c h e  and h i s  manner  o f  e x p r e s s i n g  them d a t e d  and awkward.

C o n c lu s io n

A s t u d y  o f  L e w i s ' s  r h e t o r i c a l  methods  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  

and h i s  n o v e l s  i n d i c a t e s  Lewis u s e d  many o f  t h e  same m ethods  

i n  t h e  two a r t s .  I n  b o th  h i s  s p e a k i n g  and h i s  w r i t i n g  L e w is ' s  

r e p u t a t i o n  as  a man o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  popu

l a r i t y  d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  th ou g h  t h e  modern r e a d e r  i s  no 

l o n g e r  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h i s  f a c t o r .  L e w i s ' s  l i s t e n i n g  

a u d i e n c e  was more o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  made up o f  men and women 

w i t h  an u n u s u a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r t s - - e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l i t e r 

a r y  a r t s .  As a r e s u l t  Lewis s e l e c t e d  t o p i c s  and s u p p o r t i n g  

exam ples  from t h e  w o r ld  o f  a r t  and s c h o l a r s h i p ,  and made many 

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s .  I n  h i s  n o v e l s  h e  a d a p t e d  s i m 

i l a r l y  by s e l e c t i n g  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  from 

t h e  b r o a d  Am erican  s c e n e .  As a w r i t e r  Lewis was n o t  a b l e  t o
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c o n t i n u e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  h i s  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  h i s  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c  

a f t e r  1930. But h e  was m a s t e r  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  and h i s  m a t e 

r i a l  d u r i n g  t h e  d e cad e  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e s .  He can  j u s t l y  be 

p r a i s e d  a s  t h e  spokesman f o r  a g e n e r a t i o n  o f  A m e r ic an s .  

S c h o r e r  compares  him t o  C h a r l e s  D ickens  :

L ike  h i s  m a s t e r ,  D ic k e n s ,  he  c r e a t e d  a  g a l l e r y  
o f  c h a r a c t e r s  who h a v e  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i f e  o u t s i d e  t h e  
n o v e l s ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  o b v io u s  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  c h a r a c 
t e r s  t h a t  l i v e  now i n  American  t r a d i t i o n  i t s e l f .
I f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a s  numerous o r  as  r i c h  as  D i c k e n s ' s ,  
t h e y  a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  o f  t h e  same b r e e d - - g i g a n t i c , 
n e a r l y  m y t h o l o g i c a l  f i g u r e s  t h a t  embody ( I  do n o t  
s a y  d u p l i c a t e )  t h e  m a jo r  t r a i t s  o f  t h e i r  c l a s s . ^9

Lewis e x e m p l i f i e d  an e x c e l l e n t  spoken  s t y l e  th o u gh  a 

l i m i t e d  on e :  h i s  s p e e c h e s  were  c l e a r ,  p r e c i s e ,  and e n t e r 

t a i n i n g .  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Lewis t h e y  h av e  few c l a s s i c a l  

a l l u s i o n s  o r  few s t a t e m e n t s  from a u t h o r i t y ,  b u t  many i n 

s t a n c e s  from c o n te m p o r a r y  l i f e ;  he  s u p p o r t e d  h i s  t h e s e s  

t h r o u g h  l o g i c a l  d ev e lo p m en t  o f  h i s  i d e a s .  L e w i s ' s  w r i t i n g  

s t y l e  was s i m i l a r  i n  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  t o  h i s  spoken  s t y l e .  

I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough wha t  a r e  s t r e n g t h s  i n  th e  spoken  s t y l e - -  

u s e  o f  t o p i c a l  d a t a ,  numerous s u p p o r t i n g  i n s t a n c e s  o r  e x 

a m p le s ,  l o g i c a l  deve lo p m e n t  o f  a r g u m e n t s - - c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  

L e w i s ' s  s t y l i s t i c  w e a k n e s s e s  a s  a  n o v e l i s t .  The u s e  o f  t o p i 

c a l  m a t e r i a l  makes t h e  n o v e l s  seem d a t e d  to d a y .  The

49 S i n c l a i r  Lewis : An American L i f e ,  p. 813.
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d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  t h e s i s  s u p p o r t e d  by numerous exam ples  p r o 

duced  an e p i s o d i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  i s  som etim es  b o t h  t e d i o u s  

and o b v i o u s .  A l s o ,  L e w i s ' s  t h e s e s  a r e  l a r g e l y  a c c e p t e d  now 

and h i s  s t o r i e s  seem more and  more i r r e l e v a n t  t o  modern 

r e a d e r s .  L e w i s ' s  sp o k e n  s t y l e  was r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  from s l a n g  

o r  c l i c h ' e .  I n  h i s  n o v e l s  t h e  w r i t e r  d i s p l a y e d  g r e a t  s k i l l  

i n  r e p r o d u c i n g  t h e  A m erican  v e r n a c u l a r ,  a s k i l l  w hich  p e r h a p s  

f u r t h e r  d a t e s  t h e  w o rk s .  Mark S c h o r e r  sum m arizes  b o th  th e  

w e a k n e s s e s  and s t r e n g t h s  o f  L e w i s ' s  s t y l e :

He d i d  n o t  know, one s u s p e c t s ,  how i n c r e a s i n g l y  o l d -  
f a s h i o n e d  he  came t o  sound ( t h e  p e n a l t y  o f  a lw ays  
s t r i v i n g  t o  be "new") o r  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  immedi
a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  upon h i s  o w n - - F i t z g e r a l d ,  Hemingway, 
F a u l k n e r - - h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  l e a r n  from h im ,  t h a t  he 
spoke  f o r  an  o l d e r  American  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a n  t h e i r s .
But  i n  a  l a r g e r  s e n s e  t h a n  i s  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  words 
s t y l e  and s t r u c t u r e , he  was an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n f l u 
e n c e ,  t h e  m a jo r  f i g u r e ,  p r o b a b l y ,  i n  what  i s  c a l l e d  
t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  modern American  l i t e r a t u r e .  F o r  
w r i t e r s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  y o u n g e r  t h a n  t h e  Hemingway 
g r o u p ,  he  s e r v e d  a s  a k i n d  o f  model o f  what t h e  l i t 
e r a r y  man can  b e . 50

One l e s s o n  can  be l e a r n e d  from com par ing  Lewis t h e  

w r i t e r  t o  Lewis t h e  s p e a k e r :  t h e  a r t  o f  s p e a k i n g  and th e

a r t  o f  w r i t i n g  have  much i n  common, b u t  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  p r o b 

lem o f  a d a p t i n g  t o  an  im m e d ia te  a u d i e n c e  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  

j u n c t u r e  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  o n l y  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ' s

SOlbid., p. 812.
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prob lem  i n  a d a p t i n g  t o  a  t i m e l e s s  a u d i e n c e .  I f  t h e  w r i t e r  

s u c c e e d s  t o o  w e l l  i n  a d a p t i n g  t o  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r y  a u d i e n c e  

h e  may l o s e  much o f  h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  l a t e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  

o f  r e a d e r s .



CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSION 

I n t r o d u c t i o n

T h i r t y - o n e  y e a r s  a f t e r  S i n c l a i r  Lewis became th e  

f i r s t  Am erican  n o v e l i s t  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t 

e r a t u r e ,  h i s  b i o g r a p h e r ,  Mark S c h o r e r ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  

Sauk C e n t r e  r e b e l  as "one  o f  t h e  w o r s t  w r i t e r s  i n  modern 

Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e . "  Then,  S c h o r e r  a d d e d ,  "But  w i t h o u t  h i s  

w r i t i n g  one c a n n o t  im a g in e  modern American  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h a t  

i s  b e c a u se  w i t h o u t  h i s  w r i t i n g ,  we can h a r d l y  im a g in e  o u r 

s e l v e s . " ^  These  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s  pose  

t h e  r i d d l e  o f  S i n c l a i r  Lewis .  How c o u ld  a n o v e l i s t  be a  bad 

w r i t e r  and y e t  make a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h r o u g h  w r i t 

i n g  t o  a p e o p l e ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t s e l f ?  I f  Lewis d i d  n o t  

a c h i e v e  t h i s  f e a t  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r t i s t r y  o f  h i s  s t o r i e s ,  how 

d i d  he  a c h i e v e  i t ?

^ S i n c l a i r  Lewis : An American L i f e  (New York :
McGraw-Hill Book Company, I n c . ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p. 813.
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T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a s s e r t s  t h a t  much o f  S i n c l a i r  

L e w i s ' s  w r i t i n g  a s  h i s  s p e a k i n g  was r h e t o r i c a l  i n  i n t e n t i o n ,  

and t h a t  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  g o a l s  he  made a m a jo r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  A m e r i c a ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h e r s e l f .  T hese  

same r h e t o r i c a l  g o a l s ,  how ever ,  impeded h i s  a r t i s t i c  d e v e l 

opment as  a t e l l e r  o f  t a l e s .

L e w i s ' s  c a r e e r  o f f e r s  a u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  exam

i n e  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  methods o f  a man who was bo th  a p u b l i c  

s p e a k e r  and a n o v e l i s t .  T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a n 

swer  two q u e s t i o n s :  (1) What i d e a s  and v a l u e s  b a s i c  to

L e w i s ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  a p p e a r  i n  b o th  h i s  s p e e c h e s  and h i s  l i t 

e r a r y  w orks?  (2) How d id  he  a d a p t  h i s  i d e a s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  

m edia  and a u d i e n c e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  most  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e s e n t  a 

g i v e n  a rgum ent?

I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a n s w e r in g  t h e s e  two q u e s t i o n s  th e  

w r i t e r  c o n s i d e r e d  L e w i s ' s  c a r e e r  as  a s p e a k e r  and n o v e l i s t  

i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  age i n  w hich  he  l i v e d  w i t h  an em phas is  

upon  h i s  d ev e lo pm en t  a s  a s o c i a l  c r i t i c .  The w r i t e r  i n v e s t i 

g a t e d  t h r e e  o f  L e w i s ' s  most  o u t s t a n d i n g  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s e s :

"The American  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  "Enemies o f  t h e  Book,"  

and "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a c e . "  The n o v e l s  

s e l e c t e d  f o r  c o m p a r is o n  were  Main S t r e e t , B a b b i t t , E lmer 

G a n t r y , A r ro w sm ith ,  Dodsw or th ,  and I t  C a n ' t  Happen H ere .
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They r e p r e s e n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  many c r i t i c s ,  t h e  b e s t  w r i t i n g  

o f  Lewis .  The them es  i n  t h e  a d d r e s s e s  were  t h e n  compared 

w i t h  s i m i l a r  themes i n  t h e  s i x  n o v e l s  a lo n g  w i t h  a  g e n e r a l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  L e w i s ’s n o v e l s .  

F i n a l l y ,  L e w i s ' s  r h e t o r i c a l  m e th o do lo g y  i n  t h e  t h r e e  s p e e c h e s  

was compared w i t h  t h a t  i n  t h e  s i x  n o v e l s .  The p r e s e n t  c h a p 

t e r  p r e s e n t s  a summary o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

S i n c l a i r  Lewis : American  W r i t e r  and S p e a k e r

The W r i t e r  i n  C o n te x t  

World War I  marked t h e  change i n  America  from an  i s o 

l a t e d  n a t i o n  t o  a w o r ld  power. The war  a l s o  marked a change  

i n  American  l i t e r a t u r e .  I n s t e a d  o f  l o o k i n g  to w a rd  Europe  f o r  

l i t e r a r y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  w r i t e r s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b egan  t o  

s e t  t h e i r  own s t a n d a r d s .  S e n t i m e n t a l  romances  l i k e  Gene 

S t r a t t o n - P o r t e r ' s A G i r l  o f  t h e  L i m b e r l o s t  fou n d  an o u t l e t  i n  

t h e  p u lp  m ag a z in es  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  o r  i n  t h e  m o t io n  p i c t u r e s .  

They were  r e p l a c e d  i n  s e r i o u s  f i c t i o n  by n o v e l s  o f  r e a l i s m  

and r e v o l t .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  new w r i t e r s - - T h e o d o r e  D r e i s e r ,  

Upton S i n c l a i r ,  Eugene O ' N e i l l ,  H. L. Mencken, S i n c l a i r  

L e w is - - w e r e  i n  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  p r o 

v i n c i a l  p a s t .  I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s  S i n c l a i r  Lewis b e 

came a  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  d e p i c t i n g  m id d le  c l a s s  A m e r ic an s .  I n
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t h e  p r o c e s s  h e  a c h i e v e d  f o r  h i m s e l f  w e a l t h  and  fam e,  and  f o r  

h i s  n a t i o n  t h e  f i r s t  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e .

When Lewis was b o rn  i n  t h e  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  o f  Sauk 

C e n t r e ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  i n  1885, t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was an i s o l a t e d  

p r o v i n c i a l  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e ,  r a d i o ,  o r  t e l e 

v i s i o n ,  When he  d i e d  i n  Rome i n  1951,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  had  

l o s t  much o f  i t s  p r o v i n c i a l i s m  b e c a u s e  o f  two w o r ld  w ars  and 

t h e  amazing  modern m ethods  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and communica

t i o n .  Lewis c h r o n i c l e d  i n  h i s  f i c t i o n  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  from 

p r o v i n c i a l  i s o l a t i o n  t o  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  w o r ld  l e a d e r s h i p .

Lewis t h o u g h t  o f  h i m s e l f  n o t  a s  a p r o p a g a n d i s t  b u t  

a s  a c r i t i c ,  and from Main S t r e e t  t o  K in g s b lo o d  Royal  h i s  

books s a t i r i z e d  A m e r icans .  Because  h e  lo v e d  t o  name names i n  

b o th  h i s  n o v e l s  and s p e e c h e s ,  and b e c a u s e  he  a t t a c k e d  c e r t a i n  

s a c r e d  cows i n  American  s o c i e t y ,  S i n c l a i r  Lewis was som etim es  

h a t e d ,  o f t e n  p e r s o n a l l y  a b u s e d ,  and a lw ay s  a t o p i c  o f  c o n t r o 

v e r s y .  Each book he  w r o te  c r e a t e d  a s t i r  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  e ach  

b r o u g h t  r i c h  f i n a n c i a l  r e w a r d s  t o  t h e  a u t h o r ,  and two o f  them 

a r e  p r o b a b l y  l a s t i n g  Am erican  c l a s s i c s  : Main S t r e e t  and

B a b b i t t . But l i t e r a r y  fame d i d  n o t  b r i n g  t h e  w r i t e r  happiness .

Most o f  h i s  l i f e ,  Lewis was l o n e l y ,  r e s t l e s s ,  and  a 

h e a v y  d r i n k e r .  P e rh a p s  h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  b u t  a l m o s t  g r o t e s q u e  

a p p e a r a n c e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  i s o l a t i o n :  r e d  h a i r ,  b u l g i n g
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b l u e  e y e s ,  i r r e g u l a r  t e e t h ,  a f a c e  r a v a g e d  by s k i n  c a n c e r ,  

a n  awkward a n g u l a r  b o d y - - l o n g  l e g s  and s h o r t  t o r s o - - c o m b i n e d  

w i t h  h i s  f a s t - p a c e d ,  s h r i l l  M id w e s te rn  s p e e c h  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  

se m b la n c e  o f  an  o a f .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  "Red" Lewis seemed t h e  

p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s t o r e  ty p e  t h a t  he  r i d i c u l e d  

i n  many o f  h i s  n o v e l s .  Newsweek c r u e l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  Lewis 

r e c e n t l y  as  t h e  " s c a r e c r o w  o f  Sauk C e n t r e . P r o b a b l y  Lewis 

was p a i n f u l l y  aware  h i m s e l f  o f  h i s  p h y s i c a l  s h o r t c o m i n g s .

W h a tev e r  t h e  r e a s o n s ,  Lewis was n e v e r  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  c l o s e  p e rm an en t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r s .  From 

h i s  c h i l d h o o d  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  h i s  a u s t e r e  f a t h e r  t h r o u g h  

two u n s u c c e s s f u l  m a r r i a g e s ,  Lewis d i s p l a y e d  an unhappy  a b i l 

i t y  t o  d e s t r o y  any warm p e r s o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  human 

b e i n g s .  H i s  d e a t h  i n  Rome m i n i s t e r e d  t o  by a few s t r a n g e r s  

seems t o  e p i t o m i z e  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  h i s  l i f e .

But i f  h i s  p e r so n a l  l i f e  was i s o l a t e d ,  h i s  p u b l ic  

l i f e  was crowded.

Main S t r e e t  b ro u g h t  Lewis fame and f o r t u n e .  Pub

l i s h e d  i n  1920, i t  was o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  o f  many n o v e l s  t h a t  

c r e a t e d  a h u l l a b a l o o  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s . Crowning h i s

O

Sauk C e n t r e  S c a r e c r o w , "  Review o f  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s :
An A m erican  L i f e , by Mark S c h o r e r ,  L V II I  Newsweek ( O c to b e r  2 ,  
1 9 6 1 ) ,  p.  89.
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c a r e e r  was t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e  aw arded  him by t h e  

Sw edish  Academy i n  1930. He was t h e  f i r s t  Am erican  w r i t e r  

t o  be so  h o n o re d ,

Lewis t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  P r i z e  n o t  o n l y  a s  an  h o n o r  to  

h i m s e l f ,  b u t  a s  w o r ld  acknowledgment o f  A m e r i c a ' s  l i t e r a r y  

m a t u r i t y .  W is e c ra c k  as  h e  m ig h t ,  he  was d e e p l y  wounded by 

c r i t i c s  who s a i d  t h a t  a w ard in g  t h e  P r i z e  t o  Lewis was an  i n 

s u l t  t o  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The Nobel P r i z e  seems t o  be 

t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  o f  L e w i s ' s  l i f e .  I t  c a u s e d  s t r o n g  

p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  w i t h  a m ix t u r e  o f  h i g h  p r a i s e  and b i t t e r  

p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k .

L e w i s ' s  l i f e  and w r i t i n g  have  been  compared w i t h  

t h a t  o f  C h a r l e s  D ic k e n s :  b o th  were  t a l k e r s ,  c lo w n s ,  m o r a l -  

i z e r s ,  e x h i b i t i o n i s t s ;  bo th  loved  th e  s t a g e  and t h e  p l a t f o r m ;  

humor and  e x a g g e r a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e  th e  work o f  b o t h ;  bo th  

came o f  humble  b a c k g r o u n d - - p r o v i n c i a l  b a c k g ro u n d s ,  i f  you 

w i l l ;  b o th  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  a u d i e n c e s ,  were  e x c e l l e n t  

j o u r n a l i s t s  and p o p u l a r  w r i t e r s - - i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e y  were  

a v i d l y  r e a d  by t h e  a v e r a g e  man; most  i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l ,  b o th  

w e r e ,  a s  C l i f t o n  Fadiman s a i d ,  " g r e a t  e n l a r g e r s  o f  t h e  s e n s e  

o f  l i f e .

" B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e t c h , "  S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r 
a tu r e  , (May 2 4 ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  9.
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Mark S c h o r e r  and E r i c  Goldman, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  w r i t e r  

o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  Lewis was t h e  l i t e r a r y  

spokesman f o r  a g e n e r a t i o n  o f  A m e r ic a n s .  To t h e  w o r ld  and 

t o  t h e  n a t i o n  he p r e s e n t e d  A m erican  c u l t u r e  and A m erican  a t 

t i t u d e s  to w a rd  t h a t  c u l t u r e .  L e w i s ' s  B a b b i t t  a s  H a r r i e t  

B e e c h e r  S t o w e ' s  U n c le  Tom' s C ab in  i s  a l a s t i n g  n a t i o n a l  

m a s t e r p i e c e . 4 As n o v e l i s t s  t h e y  d i s t o r t e d ,  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  and 

c a s t i g a t e d  Am erican  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  t h e y  moved t h e  p u b l i c  to  

r e a d  t h e i r  s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m .  What t h e  p u b l i c  r e a d  i n  U nc le  

Tom' s Cab in  was an  a t t a c k  upon s l a v e r y .  What t h e y  r e a d  i n  

L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  was an  a t t a c k  upon o t h e r  f o r c e s  o f  t y r a n n y .

The S p e a k e r  i n  C o n t e x t

T h a t  S i n c l a i r  Lewis c o u ld  no more r e f r a i n  from s p e a k 

in g  t h a n  he  c o u ld  from w r i t i n g  i s  o b v io u s  from h i s  long  c a 

r e e r  upon t h e  p u b l i c  p l a t f o r m .  And h i s  s p e a k i n g  c a r e e r  was 

as  f i l l e d  w i t h  c o n t r o v e r s y  as h i s  w r i t i n g  c a r e e r .  Lewis e n 

j o y e d  c o n f l i c t .  P e r i o d i c a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  he  too k

‘̂ H ar ry  E. Maule and M e l v i l l e  H. Cane a r e  among t h o s e  
who s u p p o r t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  Lewis h e l p e d  A m ericans  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e m s e l v e s .  They w r o t e  t h a t  L e w i s ' s  books " a r o u s e d  t h e  
w o r l d  t o  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  A m erica  and a f f e c t e d  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  A m erica  and A m er ican s ."  
S e e ,  e. g .  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  The Man from Main S t r e e t , 
e d .  H a r r y  E. Maule and M e l v i l l e  H. Cane (New York :  Random
H ouse ,  1 9 5 3 ) , p .  x i v .
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p a r t  i n  p u b l i c  d e b a t e s .  I n  a way, most  o f  h i s  p u b l i c  a d 

d r e s s e s  were  r e f u t a t i o n s  o f  c u r r e n t  p u b l i c  a t t i t u d e s .

As a s p e a k e r  h e  was u s u a l l y  p o p u l a r .  T r u e ,  he  was 

e c c e n t r i c  i n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  b u t  he  was a l s o  e x c i t i n g  and e n t e r 

t a i n i n g ;  s p e a k i n g  r a p i d l y ,  moving r e s t l e s s l y  a b o u t  t h e  

p l a t f o r m ,  g e s t u r i n g  a n g u l a r l y ,  p i c k i n g  up  and p u t t i n g  down 

a t im e  p i e c e ,  p u s h i n g  h i s  h a n d s  i n t o  h i s  p o c k e t s  and  p u l l i n g  

them o u t  a g a i n ,  g l a n c i n g  from t im e  t o  t im e  a t  h i s  n o t e s ,  and 

s a y i n g  w i t h  e n e r g y  and f o r c e  what  he  b e l i e v e d  a b o u t  any  

t o p i c  c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  d a y ,  a lw ay s  naming names.  H is  s p e e c h e s  

were  f u l l  o f  s e r i o u s  c h a r g e s  couched  i n  f r i v o l o u s  l a n g u a g e  

and f r i v o l o u s  c h a r g e s  cou ch ed  i n  m o c k in g ly  s e r i o u s  l a n g u a g e .  

Most o f t e n  h e  d i s p a r a g e d  A m ericans  f o r  n o t  t a k i n g  t h e i r  l i t 

e r a t u r e  s e r i o u s l y .  A f t e r  a l l  t h e y  took  g o l f  s e r i o u s l y ,  f o o t 

b a l l ,  and Dick T r a c y .

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  Lewis h a t e d  t o  s p e a k ,  

s p e a k  he  d i d ,  and t o  e v e r y  k i n d  o f  a u d i e n c e .  He spoke  a t  

f u n e r a l s  and b a n q u e t s .  He a d d r e s s e d  R o t a r y  c l u b s ,  K iw an is  

c l u b s ,  Sauk C e n t r e ' s  Com mercia l  C lu b ,  Sauk C e n t r e ' s  C i t i z e n s  

C lu b ,  and  numerous l a d i e s '  book c l u b s .  He t a l k e d  b e f o r e  

Sunday s c h o o l  c l a s s e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s ,  j o u r n a l i s m  c l a s s e s ,  

c rowds o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ,  r a d i o  a u d i e n c e s ,  and s t a t e  l e g i s 

l a t o r s .  Hundreds  o f  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  a c r o s s  A m erica  and
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a b r o a d  h e a r d  S i n c l a i r  Lewis s p e a k .

"Red" Lewis was a  showman. He u s u a l l y  spoke  from 

b r i e f  n o t e s .  Only on a few o c c a s i o n s  d i d  he  u s e  a m a n u s c r i p t ,  

H is  d e l i v e r y  was s w i f t  and e n e r g e t i c .  Mimicry  and s a t i r e  

w e re  h i s  s t o c k  i n  t r a d e .  H is  words  o f t e n  p ro d u c e d  h e a d l i n e s .  

A u d ie n ce s  were  som etim es  a g h a s t  a t  a  comment, b u t  h i s  w i t  

and charm s o f t e n e d  them, and th e  t y p i c a l  e v e n in g  ended w i t h  

a  warm f r i e n d s h i p  be tw een  "Red" and h i s  a u d i e n c e .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  b e in g  named f o r  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e ,  Lewis 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h i m s e l f :

But I  i n  my r a s h n e s s ,  a r a s h n e s s  b o r n ,  p e r h a p s ,  
o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  h a ve  been awarded  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e ,  
v e n t u r e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  f i c t i o n  who 
t r i e s  t o  g i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a t im e  and 
a  p l a c e  and r e v e a l  t h e  v e r y  s o u l  o f  a man i s  a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t .  I  v e n t u r e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h o s e  who c r e a t e  
p o e t r y  and m us ic  may be a lm o s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  as  t h e  
coach  o f  a  M id - w e s t e r n  f o o t b a l l  team o r  t h e  manu
f a c t u r e r  o f  a c a r b u r e t o r . 5

Lewis was o f t e n  r a s h ,  bo th  w i t h  t h e  spo k en  word and w i t h  t h e  

p r i n t e d  word .  And h e  was an  a r t i s t  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  age  o f  t h e  

m ac h in e .  Most i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  b o th  as  a w r i t e r  

and as  a s p e a k e r  he  was m o t i v a t e d  by a knowledge  t h a t  t h e  

c r e a t i v e  man i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  i n 

d i v i d u a l i s t i c  human s p i r i t .

^New York T im es , November 30 ,  1930, p. 2.
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The W r i t e r  as  R h e t o r i c i a n

S i n c l a i r  Lewis was an  e v a n g e l i s t  f o r  t h e  American  

dream o f  a s o c i e t y  o f  f r e e  men. He h o n o re d  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  

h o n e s t y  and i n t e g r i t y ,  and h e  g l o r i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  w h i l e  

h e  d e p l o r e d  h y p o c r i s y ,  c o r r u p t i o n ,  and s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n .  

Though Lewis was a t e l l e r  o f  t a l e s ,  he  f r e e l y  s a c r i f i c e d  t h e  

s t o r y  when he  needed  o r  f e l t  he  needed  to  make h i s  t h e s i s  

c l e a r  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .  In  t h i s  s e n s e  he  was more r h e t o r i c i a n  

t h a n  f i c t i o n i s t .  Lewis must have  p a r t l y  r e c o g n i z e d  th e  e v a n 

g e l i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  r o l e  when he  s a i d  i n  t h e  Nobel a d d r e s s  

t h a t  h e  was a w r i t e r  "whose most  a n a r c h i s t i c  a s s e r t i o n  h a s  

been  t h a t  A m erica ,  w i t h  a l l  h e r  w e a l t h  and power, has  n o t  

y e t  p ro d u ce d  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  good enough to  s a t i s f y  t h e  d e e p 

e s t  w an ts  o f  human c r e a t u r e s .

Lewis denounced  t h e  r e s t r i c t i n g  f o r c e s  which he  b e 

l i e v e d  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  American  dream. He 

a s s a i l e d  p r o v i n c i a l i s m  as i t  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  i n  r e l i g i o u s  

fu n d a m e n ta l i s m  and p u r i t a n i s m .  He a s s a u l t e d  m a t e r i a l i s m  as 

i t  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  i n  com m erc ia l i sm  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  s c i e n c e ,  

and t h e  a r t s .  He d e c r i e d  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  i n  American  l a n 

g u a g e ,  d r e s s ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  b u s i n e s s ,

^"The American Fear o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  i n  The Man from
Main S t r e e t , p. 6.
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a r t , and t h o u g h t .

T h i s  A m erican  D io g e n es  was n o t  a f r a i d  t o  name names.  

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  h e  a n t a g o n i z e d  many g ro u p s  from 

R o ta r y  t o  t h e  D. A. R. B e g in n in g  w i t h  Main S t r e e t  Lewis a t 

t em p ted  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  and h i s  f i c t i o n  t o  weaken t h e  f o r c e s  

o f  r e s t r i c t i o n .  When he  r e f e r r e d  t o  Europe  i n  h i s  n o v e l s  t o  

h i g h l i g h t  Am erican  f l a w s  many o f  h i s  c o u n try m en  f a i l e d  t o  

n o t i c e  t h a t  he  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  c e r t a i n  Am erican  t r a i t s  were  

s u p e r i o r  t o  E u ro p ea n  t r a i t s .  I n  a l l  h i s  s t o r i e s  t h e  p r o t a g 

o n i s t  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d 

i n g  o f  h i s  n a t i o n ,  a g r e a t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  b o th  h e r  f a u l t s  

and v i r t u e s .

A p p r o x im a te ly  f i f t e e n  o f  L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  can  be 

c l a s s e d  as p o l e m i c s .  They can  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  c a t e 

g o r i e s :  (1)  t h e  n o v e l s  t h a t  p r e s e n t  a v i g o r o u s  s o c i a l  p r o 

t e s t  a g a i n s t  some r e s t r i c t i v e  f o r c e ,  f o r  exam ple ,  C a r o l  

K e n n i c o t t ' s  b a t t l e  w i t h  t h e  mores o f  t h e  American  v i l l a g e  i n  

Main S t r e e t  (2)  t h e  n o v e l s  t h a t  expose  c o r r u p t i o n ,  f o r  e x 

am ple ,  r e l i g i o u s  h y p o c r i s y  i n  Elmer G a n t r y ; (3) t h e  n o v e l s  

t h a t  a t t e m p t  t o  d e f i n e  and p r a i s e  a d m i r a b l e  Am erican  q u a l i 

t i e s  th r o u g h  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  v i r t u e s  i n  t h e  

p r o t a g o n i s t ,  f o r  ex am p le ,  t h e  New E n g la n d  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  

Doremus J e s s u p  i n  I t  C a n ' t  Happen H e r e .
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D u r in g  t h e  n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s  S i n c l a i r  Lewis d i d  f o r  

A m erican  c u l t u r e  w ha t  t h e  modern p o p u l a r i z i n g  s o c i o l o g i s t s  

a t t e m p t  t o  do;  He p r e s e n t e d  Am erican  c u l t u r e  and A m erican  

a t t i t u d e s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n  and t o  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t h e  hope  o f  c o r 

r e c t i n g  f a u l t s  i n  A m erican  l i f e .

Themes i n  t h e  S e l e c t e d  S pe e ch e s  and Nove ls

The A d d r e s s e s

Though Lewis u s u a l l y  spoke  from a few n o t e s  r a t h e r  

t h a n  from a t e x t ,  some c o m p le t e  t e x t s  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e .  The t e x t s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  a d d r e s s e s  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  

"The Am erican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  "Enemies o f  t h e  Book ,"  

and "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and t h e  P e a c e , "  e x i s t  i n  b o th  

L e w i s ' s  t y p e d  o r i g i n a l  and i n  p u b l i s h e d  e d i t i o n s .  These  

t e x t s  a l l o w  a d e t a i l e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  L e w i s ' s  o r a t o r y  as 

d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  i n s t a n c e s :  t h e  s p e e c h e s  were

s e p a r a t e  i n  t i m e ,  a u d i e n c e ,  and t o p i c .

Lewis d e l i v e r e d  t h e  Nobel  a d d r e s s  b e f o r e  an a u d i e n c e  

o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c h o l a r s  on December 12, 1930.  The a u t h o r  

e v a l u a t e d  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e  from a b o u t  t h e  

t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t o  1930,  and he  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

o f  f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n t .  P r i m a r i l y ,  Lewis d i s c u s s e d  t h e  r e l a 

t i o n s h i p  o f  A m erican  l e t t e r s  t o  A m erican  c u l t u r e .  The theme
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o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  was :  A m e r i c a ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  i s  d i v o r c e d

from a l l  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  and r e a l i t y .  

Lewis c a r e f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  h i s  s p e e c h .  The l a n g u a g e  was s i m p l e ,  

c l e a r ,  d i r e c t ;  he  u s e d  w i t ,  i r o n y ,  s a r c a s m ,  and e x a g g e r a t i o n  

t o  d r a m a t i z e  h i s  c o n t e n t i o n s .  Lewis e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d  h i s  

p u r p o s e :  " I  w i s h ,  i n  t h i s  a d d r e s s ,  t o  c o n s i d e r  c e r t a i n

t r e n d s ,  c e r t a i n  d a n g e r s ,  and c e r t a i n  h i g h  and e x c i t i n g  prom

i s e s  i n  p r e s e n t  day Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e . H e  a r g u e d  t h a t  

h i s  r em arks  were  n o t  m o t i v a t e d  by any d e s i r e  t o  g r a t i f y  a 

g r u d g e ,  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  n o t  i n t e n d e d  as  a c o m p l a i n t  f o r  h im 

s e l f  b u t  f o r  American  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l .

The a u t h o r  c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  t h e  com m erc ia l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n ts  o f  t h e  n a 

t i o n .  He e m p h as ized  t h e  gap be tw een  Am erican  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

l i f e  and b u s i n e s s  l i f e .  A c co rd in g  t o  L ew is ,  i n d u s t r i a l i s m ,  

f i n a n c e ,  and s c i e n c e  f l o u r i s h e d  i n  A m er ica ,  b u t  t h e  o n l y  a r t s  

t h a t  were  r e s p e c t e d  were  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t h e  f i l m .  The body 

o f  t h e  s p e e c h  i n c l u d e d  exam ples  w h ich  i l l u s t r a t e d  A m e r i c a ' s  

l a c k  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  l i t e r a r y  a r t .  T hese  exam ples  r a n g e d  from 

a  c a s t i g a t i o n  o f  New Humanism t o  a r e b u k e  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  

who p r e f e r r e d  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  f a u l t s  t o  a r e a l i s t i c

^Ibid., p. 4.
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a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Lewis was p a i n f u l l y  c l e a r .  He 

i d e n t i f i e d  by name t h o s e  he  b e l i e v e d  w ere  g r e a t  a r t i s t s  and 

t h o s e  h e  t h o u g h t  d e l e t e r i o u s  t o  American  l i t e r a r y  d e v e lo p m e n t .  

He c o n c lu d e d  w i t h  an o p t i m i s t i c  p r e d i c t i o n  o f  f u t u r e  l i t e r a r y  

g r e a t n e s s  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

What Lewis s a i d  i n  t h i s  a d d r e s s  was n o t  s t a r t l i n g l y  

new, b u t  h i s  rem a rk s  d i d  p l a c e  modern American l i t e r a t u r e  i n  

p e r s p e c t i v e  and announced  t o  t h e  w o r ld  t h e  m a t u r i t y  o f  A m eri 

can  l e t t e r s .

The S tockholm  a u d ie n c e  warmly a p p la u d e d  t h e  s p e e c h ,  

b u t  many i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a t t a c k e d  i t .  The a d d r e s s  r e 

m ains  one o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  s p e e c h e s  g i v e n  by an  American 

awarded  t h e  Nobel P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e .

S i x  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  Nobel  aw ard ,  Lewis a d d r e s s e d  an 

a u d i e n c e  o f  h i s  p e e r s  a t  t h e  American B o o k s e l l e r s  A s s o c i 

a t i o n ' s  a n n u a l  d i n n e r  i n  New York C i t y ,  May 11, 1936. Lewis 

e a s i l y  a d j u s t e d  t o  th e  s p e c i a l i z e d  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  a u d i t o r s .

The a u t h o r  spoke  a b o u t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p rob lem s f a c i n g  t h e  pub

l i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s ,  b u t  he  a l s o  

d i s c u s s e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  books t o  A m erican  c u l 

t u r e .  The "Enemies o f  t h e  Book" a d d r e s s  was l i g h t e r  i n  to n e  

t h a n  t h e  Nobel  a d d r e s s .  Many o f  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  were  f r i v 

o l o u s  even  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  b u r l e s q u e .  T y p i c a l  o f  t h e  to n e
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o f  h i s  r e m a rk s  was h i s  a p o lo g y  f o r  n o t  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  t a l k  

t o  be b r o a d c a s t  i n  t h e  " t w e l v e  m in u t e s  and n i n e  s e c o n d s  i n  

be tw een  p rog ram s o f  t h e  L o l l y p o p  L i l t e r s  and t h e  Ex-Lax  

Symphony O r c h e s t r a ,  p l a y i n g  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  m a s t e r p i e c e s  o f  

Sousa  and I r v i n g  B e r l i n . "8

The a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s  was as  e x p l i c i t  i n  

d e v e l o p i n g  a theme a s  t h e  Nobel a d d r e s s .  C o n t r a d i c t i n g  h i s  

t i t l e ,  Lewis s t a t e d  t h a t  s u p p l a n t e r a ,  n o t  e n e m ie s ,  r e d u c e d  

th e  s a l e  o f  books i n  A m erica .  The s u p p l a n t e r a  were  p u lp  

m a g a z i n e s ,  t h e  r a d i o ,  t h e  p h o n o g rap h ,  f i l m s ,  b r i d g e ,  t r a v e l ,  

e t c .  As i n  t h e  Nobel  a d d r e s s ,  t h e  n o v e l i s t  ended h i s  sp e e c h  

w i t h  o p t im ism .  A c c o rd in g  t o  L ew is ,  n o t h i n g  would e v e r  com

p l e t e l y  s u p p l a n t  t h e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  p r i n t e d  book. The p u b l i c  

would  n o t  f o r e v e r  p r e f e r  t h e  " u n c tu o u s  v e r b a l  c a r e s s e s  o f  

r a d i o - a n n o u n c e r s  t o  t h e  m a n y - c o lo r e d  p a g e s  o f  D i c k e n s . " ^

With h i s  f i n a l  words he  s t a t e d  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  books 

made a v a l u a b l e ,  even  s p i r i t u a l ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  

o f  a  n a t i o n .  T h i s  s p e e c h  as  t h e  Nobel a d d r e s s  h a d  an  e v a n 

g e l i c a l  a u r a ;  Lewis a t t e m p t e d  t o  m o t i v a t e  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a 

new p r i d e  i n  b o o k s e l l i n g .  U n l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  two s p e e c h e s

g

S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  "Enemies o f  t h e  B ook ,"  P u b l i s h e r s '  
W eek ly , CXXIX (May 2 3 ,  19 3 6 ) ,  p.  2011.

9 % b i d . , p .  2014.
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s t u d i e d ,  "Enemies o f  t h e  Book" i s  s i m i l a r  i n  t o n e  t o  t h e  

many e x te m p o ra n e o u s  t a l k s  g i v e n  by L ew is .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  

i t  o f f e r s  t h e  p r e s e n t - d a y  r e a d e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  e a s y ,  some

t im e s  g a y ,  a lw a y s  h o n e s t ,  a p p r o a c h  Lewis u s e d  i n  h i s  i n f o r m a l  

t a l k s .

The n i n e t e e n  f o r t i e s  w ere  y e a r s  o f  w o r ld  w a r .  Though 

t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s  o f  t h e  t h i r t i e s  h a d  b e e n  som ber ,  t h e y  

c o u ld  n o t  compare  w i t h  t h e  d a rk  y e a r s  o f  g l o b a l  w a r .  Lewis 

l o s t  a  son  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  The w r i t e r  became more and more 

c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h e  c r e a t i v e  man s h o u l d  t a k e  a p o s i t i v e  s t a n d  

on p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s .  He u s e d  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  T h i r d  Opera  

V i c t o r y  R a l l y  o f  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Opera  t o  b r o a d c a s t  h i s  v iew  

t h a t  t y r a n n y  i n  any  fo rm ,  e s p e c i a l l y  p o l i t i c a l  o p p r e s s i o n ,  

s t i f l e s  t h e  c r e a t i v e  w o r k e r .  Only i n  an a tm o s p h e r e  o f  f r e e 

dom and p e a c e  c o u ld  t h e  a r t i s t  o r  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  make a w o r th y  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  m ankind .

The r a d i o  a d d r e s s  was more s e r i o u s  i n  mood t h a n  

e i t h e r  o f  t h e  two a d d r e s s e s  s t u d i e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  and  t h e  r a r e '  

f l a s h e s  o f  humor w ere  s a r c a s t i c  i n  t o n e .  " P u b l i c  m u rd e r  h as  

become a l i t t l e  t o o  c o s t l y - - t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  who a r e  r e a l l y  

t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  some s o r t  o f  a  law a g a i n s t  i t . " ^ ^  T h is  t a l k

^ ^ S i n c l a i r  Lewis ,  "The A r t i s t ,  th e  S c i e n t i s t  and the
P e a c e ,"  i n  The Man from Main S t r e e t ,  p. 34.
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a s  t h e  o t h e r s  examined i n d i c a t e s  L e w i s ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e f l e c t  

t h e  mood o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e .

The t h r e e  a d d r e s s e s  e x p r e s s  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  h o n e s t y  o f  

t h e  man. The l a n g u a g e  i s  p l a i n .  The a s s e r t i o n s  a r e  s t a t e d  

d i r e c t l y .  Each s p e e c h  e l u c i d a t e s  L e w i s ' s  c o n s t a n t  c o n c e r n  

w i t h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  Am erican  l e t t e r s  t o  Am erican  c u l t u r e  

and h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  makes a r e a l i s t i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

t o  a n a t i o n ' s  l i f e .

The Nove ls

From Main S t r e e t  t o  World So Wide Lewis a t t a c k e d  t h e  

f o r c e s  t h a t  o b s t r u c t e d  t h e  p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  o f  A m erican  s o c i e t y .  

I n  Main S t r e e t , h e  f i r s t  and p e r h a p s  most  a c c u r a t e l y ,  i d e n 

t i f i e d  t h e  enemy:

I t  i s  t h e  H a r r y  H aydocks ,  t h e  Dave D y e r s ,  t h e  J a c k 
so n  E l d e r s ,  s m a l l  busy  men c r u s h i n g l y  p o w e r f u l  i n  
t h e i r  common p u r p o s e ,  v i e w in g  t h e m s e lv e s  a s  men o f  
t h e  w o r ld  b u t  k e e p i n g  t h e m s e lv e s  men o f  t h e  c a sh  
r e g i s t e r  and t h e  comic f i l m ,  who make th e  town a 
s t e r i l e  o l i g a r c h y .

S i n c l a i r  Lewis f e a r e d  t h a t  H. L. M en cken 's  Boobus A m ericanus

was t h e  new b r e e d  o f  A m e r ican s .

Two t y p e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  p e o p le  L e w i s ' s  s t o r i e s ,

t h o s e  who r e s i s t  t y r a n n y  and t h o s e  who embrace  i t .  The n a i v e

(New York: H arcourt ,  Brace and Company, I n c . ,
1 9 2 0 ) ,  p. 267 .
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C a r o l  K e n n i c o t t  was t y p i c a l  o f  t h o s e  who r e s i s t e d .  C a r o l  

c o n d u c t s  t h e  r e a d e r  on a t o u r  th r o u g h  Gopher P r a i r i e ,  U. S.

A . ; and t h e  theme o f  t h e  Nobel  a d d r e s s  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  themes 

o f  "Enemies o f  t h e  Book,"  and "The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and 

t h e  P e a ce "  a r e  i n d i r e c t l y  e x e m p l i f i e d .

C a r o l ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  l i b r a r y  fund i n d i 

c a t e s  t h e  b re a c h  be tw een  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  community 

and t h e  c i t i z e n ' s  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e .  The s u p p l a n t i n g  

o f  books i s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by C a r o l ' s  own s u r r e n d e r  

t o  t h e  movie h o u s e s .  Each e p i s o d e  p o r t r a y i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

c u r b s  and p u r i t a n  t a b o o s  s u p p o r t s  L e w i s ' s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  c a n n o t  make any w o r t h w h i l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  h i s  

s o c i e t y  w i t h o u t  f reedom .

T y p i c a l  o f  t h e  man who s u r r e n d e r e d  to  d i c t a t o r s h i p  

i s  George F o l l a n s b e e  B a b b i t t .  B a b b i t t  i s  p e rh a p s  t h e  g r e a t 

e s t  o f  a l l  L e w i s ' s  books ,  maybe t h e  o n ly  one which  w i l l  be 

r e a d  a h u n d re d  y e a r s  from now. I n  i t  Lewis d e l i n e a t e s  t h e  

s lo w  s p i r i t u a l  d e a t h - - l o s s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  f reedom o f  

a c t i o n  and c h o i c e - - b y  th e  a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n  i n  t h e  modern 

m a t e r i a l i s t i c  ag e .  The theme t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a b r e a c h  be tw een  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  and n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  r e a l i t y  and im

p o r t a n c e  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  o v e r  and o v e r  a g a i n  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  

George  F. B a b b i t t  l o s t  i n  a l a n d  o f  e i g h t y - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g s .
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m o to r s  by t h e  m i l l i o n ,  and w h e a t  by t h e  b i l l i o n s  o f  b u s h e l s .

B a b b i t t  w i t h  h i s  b l o a t e d  body i s  d i s g u s t i n g  when 

c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e  s l e n d e r  s t e e l  t o w e rs  o f  Z e n i t h ' s  b u s i n e s s  

d i s t r i c t .  Love o f  l e a r n i n g  i s  r e p l a c e d  i n  B a b b i t t  by lo v e  

o f  money. The theme o f  t h e  s u p p l a n t e r s  o f  books i s  s e e n  o v e r  

and o v e r  i n  t h e  s t o r y ,  b u t  m ost  r e v e a l i n g  were  B a b b i t t ' s  e f 

f o r t s  t o  g u i d e  h i s  s o n ' s  e d u c a t i o n .  How w o n d e r f u l  t h a t  some

o ne ,  t h e  man who f i r s t  t h o u g h t  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o u r s e s ,  had  

come a lo n g  " w i t h  t h e  b r a i n s  t o  n o t  l e a v e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  a  l o t  

o f  bookworms and i m p r a c t i c a l  t h e o r i s t s  b u t  make a b i g  t h i n g  

o u t  o f  i t . "  B a b b i t t  p u t  i t  i n  a  n u t  s h e l l :  " T h e r e ' s  a whole

l o t  o f  v a l u a b l e  t im e  l o s t  even  a t  t h e  U. ,  s t u d y i n g  p o e t r y  and 

F r e n c h  and s u b j e c t s  t h a t  n e v e r  b r o u g h t  i n  anybody a c e n t . " ^ ^

The o p p r e s s i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  i s  nowhere i n  

L e w i s ' s  n o v e l s  more g r a p h i c a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h a n  i n  B a b b i t t . 

B a b b i t t  c e l e b r a t e s  h i s  own l o s s  o f  l i b e r t y  i n  a sp e e c h  h o n o r 

in g  t h e  i d e a l  c i t i z e n  b e f o r e  t h e  Z e n i t h  R ea l  E s t a t e  B oard .  

With c l i c h é  a f t e r  c l i c h é  he  p r a i s e s  c o n f o r m i t y :

I  t e l l  you .  Z e n i t h  and h e r  s i s t e r - c i t i e s  a r e  
p r o d u c i n g  a new t y p e  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  T he re  a r e  many 
r e s e m b l a n c e s  be tw een  Z e n i t h  and t h e s e  o t h e r  b u r g s ,  
and  I 'm  d a r n  g l a d  o f  i t . '  The e x t r a o r d i n a r y ,  g ro w in g ,  
and  s a n e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  s t o r e s ,  o f f i c e s ,  s t r e e t s ,

12 S i n c l a i r  Lewis,  B a b b i t t  (New York: H arcourt ,
Brace and Company, 1 9 2 2 ) ,  "p"! 84.
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h o t e l s ,  c l o t h e s ,  and  n e w sp a p e rs  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  shows how s t r o n g  and e n d u r i n g  a  t y p e  
i s  o u r s .

But even  B a b b i t t  s e n s e s  so m e th in g  may be wrong w i t h  t h e  

m i l e s  o f  paved  s t r e e t s ,  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  b a th r o o m s ,  and  t h e  

m i l l i o n s  o f  vacuum c l e a n e r s  when t h e y  l e a v e  a  man s t r a n g e l y  

u n s a t i s f i e d .

I n  Dodsworth  Lewis e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  theme o f  t h e  

Nobel  s p e e c h  by p r a i s i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  and g e o g r a p h i c a l  

g r a n d e u r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  h o n o r i n g  g e n u in e  a r t i s t i c  e n 

d e a v o r s ,  and r i d i c u l i n g  t h e  s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  h i g h  p r i e s t s  o f  

a r t .  ^  C a n ' t  Happen H ere  and A rro w sm ith  r e f l e c t  t h e  theme 

t h a t  t h e  c r e a t i v e  man, i n d e e d  any w o r th y  c i t i z e n ,  n e ed s  

f reedom  b e f o r e  he  c a n  make any s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

h i s  s o c i e t y .

Th us ,  i n  n o v e l  a f t e r  n o v e l  Lewis a t t a c k e d  p r o v i n 

c i a l i s m ,  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  and s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n .  I n  d o in g  s o  he 

e x e m p l i f i e d  t h e  themes i n  t h e  s e l e c t e d  s p e e c h e s .

R h e t o r i c a l  A d a p t a t i o n

Lewis h a d  a  more c e l e b r a t e d  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a n o v e l i s t  

t h a n  a s  a p u b l i c  s p e a k e r ,  b u t  he  was r e l a t i v e l y  s u c c e s s f u l

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 184.
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i n  b o th  a r e a s .  T h a t  i s ,  h e  was i n  demand a s  a w r i t e r  and 

a s  a s p e a k e r .  How d i d  h i s  o r a l  and  h i s  w r i t t e n  m e th o d o lo g y  

compare ?

I n  p h i l o s o p h y  t h e  f i c t i o n  and t h e  s p e e c h e s  a r e  a l i k e :  

b o th  e x p r e s s  an u n d e r l y i n g  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

b u i l d i n g  a p e r f e c t  s o c i e t y  o f  f r e e  men i n  A m erica .  Both r e 

v e a l ,  as Lewis h i m s e l f  r e c o g n i z e d ,  t h a t  h e  was n o t  a c o l d -  

eyed r e a l i s t  bu t  a s e n t i m e n t a l  r o m a n t i c .  Both r e v e a l  a  man 

who was i n  c l o s e  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n -  

t w e n t i e s  a s  a w h o le ,  and i n  h i s  s p e a k i n g  and i n  h i s  f i c t i o n  

h e  r e p r e s e n t e d  Am erican  m e n t a l i t y  a r r i v i n g  a t  m a t u r i t y .

Lewis was n o t  an i n n o v a t o r ,  b u t  h e  h e l d  up  a m i r r o r ,  a l b e i t  

a d i s t o r t e d  m i r r o r ,  t o  America  and r e c o r d e d  a p e r i o d  w h ic h ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  Howard Mumford J o n e s ,  b e lo n g s  t o  an " e r a  d i s 

t a n t  now and s t r a n g e  a s  t h e  days  o f  Queen V i c t o r i a .

L e w i s ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  as  a man o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  e n c o u ra g e d  

A m ericans  t o  r e a d  h i s  n o v e l s  and t o  a t t e n d  h i s  l e c t u r e s .

Lewis was w e l l  aware  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  p u b l i c i t y ,  and he  may 

have  d e l i b e r a t e l y  e x a g g e r a t e d  c e r t a i n  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  h i s  

s p e e c h e s  and n o v e l s  t o  a s s u r e  a r e a c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  At t h e  

same t im e  h e  was a man who r e a c t e d  p a s s i o n a t e l y  t o  e v e n t s  o f

l^R e v iew  o f  S e l e c t e d  S h o r t  S t o r i e s  o f  S i n c l a i r  L e w i s , 
by S i n c l a i r  L ew is ,  S a t u r d a y  Review o f  L i t e r a t u r e ,  X I I  ( J u l y  6 ,  
1 9 3 5 ) ,  p.  35.
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t h e  t im e .  The p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Nobel  aw ard ,  f o r  exam

p l e ,  gave  Lewis a w o r ld  a u d ie n c e  f o r  h i s  v iew s on Am erican  

l i t e r a t u r e .  The c o n t r o v e r s y  s u r r o u n d i n g  Elmer G a n t ry  meant  

t h a t  Lewis had  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s s  h i s  v iews on r e l i g i o u s  

f u n d a m e n ta l i s m  b e f o r e  a w i d e s p r e a d  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c .

Lewis o r g a n i z e d  h i s  n o v e l s  and s p e e c h e s  i n  a s t r i k 

i n g l y  s i m i l a r  manner .  Each advanced  a t h e s i s  and s u p p o r t e d  

i t  w i t h  i n s t a n c e s  and exam ple s .  I n  t h e  Nobel  a d d r e s s  Lewis 

s e l e c t e d  examples from t h e  w o r ld  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  and l i t e r a r y  

a r t ,  i n  t h e  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s  he  c h o se  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  

from t h e  w o r ld  o f  book p u b l i s h i n g ,  and i n  t h e  r a d i o  t a l k  he 

to o k  h i s  exam ples  from l i t e r a r y ,  m u s i c a l ,  and s c i e n t i f i c  

c i r c l e s .  Lewis u s u a l l y  p r e f e r r e d  examples  from t h e  g e n e r a l  

A m erican  s c en e  f o r  h i s  n o v e l s .  F o r  exam ple .  B a b b i t t  h a s  n a r 

r a t i o n s  o f  s e r v i c e  c l u b  m e e t in g s  and f i s h i n g  t r i p s  a lo n g  w i t h  

d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  mundane a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a m i d d l e - c l a s s  

b u s in e s sm a n  from t h e  b r u s h i n g  o f  h i s  t e e t h  i n  t h e  m orn ing  to  

a m in u te  r e p o r t  o f  lu n c h e o n  h i g h  j i n k s  a t  h i s  c l u b .  Each 

i l l u s t r a t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  America  i s  becoming a 

n a t i o n  o f  s t u l t i f y i n g  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n .

Lewis r a r e l y  q u o te d  from a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  h i s  a d 

d r e s s e s ,  b u t  h e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  as an  a u t h o r 

i t y  on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t .  I n  t h e  n o v e l s  he  e x p r e s s e d
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h im s e l f  on a k a le id o sco p e  of  t o p ic s  from so c ia l i s m  to  a b o r 

t i o n .  The accuracy  w i th  which he r e p o r te d  the  r o u t i n e  a c t i v 

i t i e s  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r s  may have encouraged the  r e a d e r  to  

accep t  a l s o  h i s  s o c i a l  commentary.

I rony  i s  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  Lewis 's  speaking  and 

n o v e ls .  Elmer G a n t ry , f o r  example, c lo se s  w ith  the  depraved 

Elmer s a y in g :  "Dear Lord, thy work i s  but begun.' We s h a l l

y e t  make th e se  United S t a t e s  a moral n a t i o n . ' T h e  e n t i r e  

s to r y  of  B a b b i t t  i s  an i r o n i c  comparison of m a g n if icen t  a r 

c h i t e c t u r e  and awesome i n d u s t r i a l  power w ith  the  f la b b y ,  

impotent modern American. In  the  Nobel address  Lewis su g 

g es ted  how i r o n i c  i t  was t h a t  the  f i r s t  American to  be 

awarded the  Nobel P r iz e  fo r  L i t e r a t u r e  should  be b i t t e r l y  a t 

tacked by h i s  own countrymen. He extended t h i s  i rony  to  the 

e n t i r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  American l e t t e r s  to  American c u l tu r e  

by c o n t r a s t i n g  the  lack of  r e s p e c t  and l e a d e r s h ip  i n  the  

a r t s  w ith  America 's  in t e n s e  rega rd  fo r  commercial e n t e r p r i s e s .

The c l a r i t y  of  Lewis 's  ad d res ses  i s  due in  p a r t  to  

h i s  d i r e c t  s ta tem en t  of  a t h e s i s  w ith  l o g i c a l l y  a r ranged  sup

p o r t in g  examples,  and in  p a r t  to  h i s  p l a in  language. Most 

o f  the  sen tences  have few f ig u re s  of speech or c l a s s i c a l

p. 432.
^^(New York: H arcourt ,  Brace and Company, 1 9 2 7 ) ,
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a l l u s i o n s ,  and when h e  u s e d  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n ,  i t  was 

d i r e c t  and  t e r s e .  A l l  i n  a l l  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  L e w i s ' s  

o r a l  s t y l e  a r e  s i m p l i c i t y ,  d i r e c t n e s s ,  and  w i t .

The e p i s o d i c  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  n o v e l s  com plem ented  

t h e  mood i n  h i s  b e s t  s t o r i e s .  Main S t r e e t  and B a b b i t t , b u t  

i n  t h e  n o v e l s  p u b l i s h e d  a f t e r  1930 t h e  t r a n s i t i o n s  be tw een  

e p i s o d e s  a r e  som etim es  weak and t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  exam p les  o f t e n  

t r i v i a l  o r  u n i n t e r e s t i n g .  L e w i s ' s  s p e e c h e s  were  r e l a t i v e l y  

f r e e  from s l a n g ,  b u t  i n  h i s  s t o r i e s  h e  u s e d  c o l l o q u i a l  s p e e c h  

t o  d e l i n e a t e  a c h a r a c t e r  o r  f o r  humorous e f f e c t ,  and t h i s  

f r e q u e n t  u s e  o f  s l a n g  does  d a t e  h i s  f i c t i o n .  Most i m p o r t a n t  

o f  a l l ,  t h e  t h e s e s  i n  many o f  h i s  n o v e l s  a r e  l a r g e l y  a c c e p t e d  

t o d a y  and t h e  numerous s u p p o r t i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  seem h e a v y -  

h a n d e d  and o b v i o u s .

Summary

S i n c l a i r  L e w i s ' s  l i t e r a r y  and o r a l  e f f o r t s  w e re  d e 

l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t s  t o  p rom ote  c h ang es  i n  A m erican  a t t i t u d e s .  

Lewis was an o p t i m i s t i c  e v a n g e l i s t  o f  t h e  r o m a n t i c  A m erican  

dream o f  a  p e r f e c t  s o c i e t y  o f  f r e e  men. Both  t h e  s p e e c h e s  

and  n o v e l s  exam ined  r e s t e d  upon a common p r e m i s e :  The f u l 

f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  A m erican  dream was t h r e a t e n e d  by p u r i t a n i s m ,  

p r o v i n c i a l i s m ,  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  and s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n .  The
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s p e e c h e s  t r e a t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  e f f e c t s  t h e s e  f o r c e s  h a d  

upon  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  A m erican  l i t e r a r y  a r t ,  and  t h e  

n o v e l s  p o r t r a y e d  t h e  e f f e c t s  t h e s e  f o r c e s  h a d  u p on  t h e  l i f e  

o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  A m erican  c i t i z e n .  A c c o r d in g  t o  L ew is ,  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  A m ericans  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  was f o r  

i n t e g r i t y  and i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  o r th o d o x y  

and s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n .

Each sp e e c h  was ba sed  upon a t h e s i s  which  Lewis 

s u p p o r t e d  w i t h  numerous exam ples  from c u r r e n t  e v e n t s ,  b u t  

w i t h  few c l a s s i c a l  a l l u s i o n s ,  s t a t e m e n t s  from a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

o r  f i g u r e s  o f  s p e e c h .  The l a n g u a g e  was s i m p l e ,  p r e c i s e ,  and 

u s u a l l y  f r e e  from s l a n g .

I n  e a c h  n o v e l  Lewis a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  a t h e s i s  w i t h  

example  a f t e r  example from c o n te m p o r a r y  l i f e .  T h i s  p r o d u c e d  

an  e p i s o d i c  a r r a n g e m e n t  w h ich  som etim es becomes t e d i o u s .  

Lewis d i s p l a y e d  g r e a t  s k i l l  i n  r e p r o d u c i n g  t h e  A m erican  v e r 

n a c u l a r ,  b u t  h i s  d e l i b e r a t e  u s e  o f  s l a n g ,  c l i c h e s ,  and t o p 

i c a l  m a t e r i a l  d a t e s  t h e  s t o r i e s .

Lewis was r e m a r k a b l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a d a p t i n g  h i s  

i d e a s  t o  t h o s e  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e s  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s .

He h as  been  c a l l e d  t h e  spokesman f o r  a  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  A m e r i 

c a n s ,  b u t  h i s  t h e s e s  a r e  l a r g e l y  a c c e p t e d  t o d a y  and h i s  

a rg u m e n ts  a r e  more and more i r r e l e v a n t  t o  modern r e a d e r s .



Ill

T h i s  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "Can a n o v e l i s t  a d j u s t  t o  h i s  c o n 

t e m p o r a r y  r e a d e r  so  w e l l  t h a t  he  l o s e s  much o f  h i s  s i g n i f i 

c ance  f o r  f u t u r e  r e a d e r s ? "  C l e a r l y ,  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  p rob lem  

o f  m e e t in g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  an a u d ie n c e  l i v i n g  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

moment o f  h i s t o r y  i s  o n l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  n o v e l i s t ' s  p rob lem  o f  

a d a p t i n g  t o  c o n te m p o r a r y  and f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  The a r t  o f  

f i c t i o n  i s  t h e  a r t  o f  t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s ,  b u t  som etim es  Lewis 

i n t r u d e d  h i s  o p i n i o n s  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  t h e  s t o r y .  Some

f l a w s  i n  h i s  f i c t i o n  may h ave  r e s u l t e d  from a g r e a t e r  d e s i r e

t o  p r e s s  home a t h e s i s  t h a n  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  w e l l .

The n o v e l s  and a d d r e s s e s  r e v e a l  a p a s s i o n a t e  and e x 

c i t a b l e  man who h a t e d  t y r a n n y  and lo v e d  f reedom .  The f u r y ,  

i n d i g n a t i o n ,  and p a s s i o n  h i s  works a r o u s e d  d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e 

t im e  h ave  l a r g e l y  p a s s e d  away, b u t  h i s  n o v e l s  and s p e e c h e s

c o n t i n u e  to  g e n e r a t e  t h o u g h t .

I f  S i n c l a i r  Lewis p r e f e r r e d  em phas is  to  p r o p o r t i o n ,  

h e  w as ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  h e  r e p 

r e s e n t e d .  P e rh a p s  he  can  be f o r g i v e n  f o r  h i s  l a c k  o f

s u b t l e t y ,  b e c a u se  w i t h i n  h i s  l i m i t a t i o n s  he  h e l p e d  t h e  w o r ld  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  America  and Americans  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  th e m s e lv e s :  

h e  c r e a t e d  a r e c o g n i z a b l e  American t y p e .
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APPENDIX I  

THE AMERICAN FEAR OF LITERATURE

An a d d r e s s  by S i n c l a i r  Lewis b e f o r e  t h e  Sw edish  Academy
on December 1 2 , 1930

Members o f  t h e  Sw edish  Academy; l a d i e s  and g e n t l e m e n :  

Were I  t o  e x p r e s s  my f e e l i n g  o f  h o n o r  and p l e a s u r e  i n  h a v in g  

been  awarded  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  i n  L i t e r a t u r e ,  1 s h o u l d  be f u l 

some and p e r h a p s  t e d i o u s ,  and 1 p r e s e n t  my g r a t i t u d e  w i t h  a 

p l a i n  "Thank y o u , "

1 w i s h ,  i n  t h i s  a d d r e s s ,  t o  c o n s i d e r  c e r t a i n  t r e n d s ,  

c e r t a i n  d a n g e r s ,  and c e r t a i n  h i g h  and e x c i t i n g  p r o m is e s  i n  

p r e s e n t - d a y  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e .  To d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  com

p l e t e  and u n g u a rd e d  f r a n k n e s s - - a n d  1 s h o u l d  n o t  i n s u l t  you by 

b e in g  o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  c o m p l e t e l y  h o n e s t ,  however  i n d i s c r e e t - -  

i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  me t o  be a l i t t l e  i m p o l i t e  r e g a r d i n g  

c e r t a i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p e r s o n s  o f  my own g r e a t l y  b e lo v e d  

l a n d .

But 1 beg o f  you t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  1 am i n  no  c a s e  

g r a t i f y i n g  a g r u d g e .  F o r t u n e  h a s  d e a l t  w i t h  me r a t h e r  t o o

252
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w e l l .  I  h a v e  known l i t t l e  s t r u g g l e ,  n o t  much p o v e r t y ,  many 

g e n e r o s i t i e s .  Now and  t h e n  I  h a v e ,  f o r  my books o r  m y s e l f ,  

been  somewhat warmly  d e n o u n c e d - - t h e r e  was one good p a s t o r  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  who upon  r e a d i n g  my Elm er  G a n t r y  d e s i r e d  t o  l e a d  

a mob and ly n c h  me, w h i l e  a n o t h e r  h o l y  man i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

Maine w ondered  i f  t h e r e  was no r e s p e c t a b l e  and r i g h t e o u s  way 

o f  p u t t i n g  me i n  j a i l .  And, much h a r d e r  t o  e n d u re  t h a n  any 

r a g i n g  c o n d e m n a t io n ,  a c e r t a i n  number o f  o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  

among j o u r n a l i s t s ,  w ha t  i n  t h e  g a l l o p i n g  Am erican  s l a n g  we 

c a l l  t h e  " I  Knew Him When C l u b , ” h ave  s c r i b b l e d  t h a t  s i n c e  

t h e y  know me p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h e r e f o r e  I  m ust  be a r a t h e r  low 

s o r t  o f  f e l l o w  and c e r t a i n l y  no w r i t e r .  But i f  I  h a v e  now 

and t h e n  r e c e i v e d  such  c h e e r i n g  b r i c k b a t s ,  s t i l l  I ,  who have  

h e a v e d  a good many b r i c k s  m y s e l f ,  would  be f a t u o u s  n o t  t o  

e x p e c t  a f a i r  number i n  r e t u r n .

No, I  h a v e  f o r  m y s e l f  no c o n c e i v a b l e  c o m p l a i n t  t o  

make,  and y e t  f o r  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and i t s  

s t a n d i n g  i n  a  c o u n t r y  w here  i n d u s t r i a l i s m  and f i n a n c e  and 

s c i e n c e  f l o u r i s h  and t h e  o n l y  a r t s  t h a t  a r e  v i t a l  and r e 

s p e c t e d  a r e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t h e  f i l m ,  I  h a ve  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

c o m p l a i n t .

I  c an  i l l u s t r a t e  by an i n c i d e n t  w h ich  c h a n c e s  t o  

c o n c e r n  t h e  Sw ed ish  Academy and m y s e l f  and which  h a p p e n e d  a
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few days  ag o ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  I  to o k  s h i p  a t  New York f o r  Sweden. 

T he re  i s  i n  Am erica  a l e a r n e d  and  most  a m ia b le  o l d  g e n t l e m a n  

who h a s  been  a p a s t o r ,  a  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r ,  and a d i p l o 

m at .  He i s  a  member o f  t h e  Am erican  Academy o f  A r t s  and 

L e t t e r s  and no few u n i v e r s i t i e s  h ave  h o n o r e d  him w i t h  d e g re e s .  

As a w r i t e r  he  i s  c h i e f l y  known f o r  h i s  p l e a s a n t  l i t t l e  e s s a y s  

on t h e  j o y  o f  f i s h i n g .  I  do n o t  su p p o s e  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

f i s h e r m e n ,  whose l i v e s  depend  on t h e  r u n  o f  cod o r  h e r r i n g ,  

f i n d  i t  a l t o g e t h e r  an amusing  o c c u p a t i o n ,  b u t  from t h e s e  

e s s a y s  I  l e a r n e d ,  a s  a boy ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e th in g  v e r y  im

p o r t a n t  and s p i r i t u a l  a b o u t  c a t c h i n g  f i s h ,  i f  you h ave  no 

need  o f  d o in g  so .

T h i s  s c h o l a r  s t a t e d ,  and p u b l i c l y ,  t h a t  i n  a w ard in g  

t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  t o  a p e r s o n  who h a s  s c o f f e d  a t  Am erican  i n 

s t i t u t i o n s  as  much as  I  h a v e ,  t h e  Nobel  Committee  and t h e  

Swedish  Academy had  i n s u l t e d  A m erica .  I  d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r ,  

a s  an e x - d i p l o m a t ,  h e  i n t e n d s  t o  h ave  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n c i 

d e n t  made o f  i t ,  and p e r h a p s  demand o f  t h e  Am erican  G o ve rn 

ment t h a t  t h e y  l a n d  M a r in e s  i n  S tockho lm  t o  p r o t e c t  Am erican  

l i t e r a r y  r i g h t s ,  b u t  I  hope  n o t .

I  s h o u l d  h a ve  su p p o sed  t h a t  t o  a man so l e a r n e d  as  

t o  have  been  made a D o c to r  o f  D i v i n i t y ,  a D o c to r  o f  L e t t e r s ,  

and  I  do n o t  know how many o t h e r  im p o s ing  m a g n i f i c e n c e s ,  t h e
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m a t t e r  would h ave  seemed d i f f e r e n t ;  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  su p p o sed  

t h a t  h e  would have  r e a s o n e d ,  " A l th o u g h  p e r s o n a l l y  I  d i s l i k e  

t h i s  m an 's  books ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  Sw edish  Academy h a s  i n  

c h o o s in g  him h o n o re d  America  by a ssum in g  t h a t  t h e  Am ericans  

a r e  no l o n g e r  a p u e r i l e  backwoods c l a n ,  so  i n f e r i o r  t h a t  t h e y  

a r e  a f r a i d  o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  a n a t i o n  come o f  age  and 

a b l e  t o  c o n s i d e r  c a lm ly  and m a t u r e l y  any d i s s e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

l a n d ,  however  s c o f f i n g . "

I  s h o u l d  even have  su p p o sed  t h a t  so i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a 

s c h o l a r  would have  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  S c a n d i n a v i a ,  a ccu s to m e d  to  

t h e  works o f  S t r i n d b e r g ,  I b s e n ,  and P o n to p p id a n ,  would n o t  

h a v e  been p e c u l i a r l y  shocked  by a w r i t e r  whose most  a n a r c h i s 

t i c  a s s e r t i o n  h a s  been t h a t  A m erica ,  w i t h  a l l  h e r  w e a l t h  and 

power,  h a s  n o t  y e t  p roduced  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  good enough to  

s a t i s f y  t h e  d e e p e s t  w an ts  o f  human c r e a t u r e s .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  S t r i n d b e r g  r a r e l y  sang  t h e  " S t a r -  

S p a n g led  Banner"  o r  a d d r e s s e d  R o ta r y  C lu b s ,  y e t  Sweden seems 

t o  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  him.

I  have  a t  such  l e n g t h  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  

t h e  l e a r n e d  f i s h e r m a n  n o t  b e c a u se  i t  h a s  any c o n c e i v a b l e  im

p o r t a n c e  i n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  does  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i n  America  most o f  u s - - n o t  r e a d e r s  a l o n e  b u t  evep  

w r i t e r s - - a r e  s t i l l  a f r a i d  o f  any l i t e r a t u r e  w hich  i s  n o t  a
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g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  A m er ican ,  a  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  

f a u l t s  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  v i r t u e s .  To be n o t  o n l y  a b e s t - s e l l e r  

i n  Am erica  b u t  t o  be r e a l l y  b e l o v e d ,  a n o v e l i s t  must  a s s e r t  

t h a t  a l l  Am erican  men a r e  t a l l ,  handsom e,  r i c h ,  h o n e s t ,  and 

p o w e r f u l  a t  g o l f ;  t h a t  a l l  c o u n t r y  towns a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  

n e i g h b o r s  who do n o t h i n g  from day  t o  day sa v e  go a b o u t  b e in g  

k i n d  t o  one a n o t h e r ;  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  A m erican  g i r l s  may be 

w i l d ,  t h e y  change  a lw ays  i n t o  p e r f e c t  w iv e s  and m o t h e r s ;  and 

t h a t ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  America  i s  composed s o l e l y  o f  New York ,  

which  i s  i n h a b i t e d  e n t i r e l y  by m i l l i o n a i r e s ;  o f  t h e  W est ,  

w hich  k e e p s  un changed  a l l  t h e  b o i s t e r o u s  h e r o i s m  o f  1870; and 

o f  t h e  S o u th ,  where  e v e r y  one l i v e s  on a p l a n t a t i o n  p e r p e t u 

a l l y  g l o s s y  w i t h  m o o n l ig h t  and s c e n t e d  w i t h  m a g n o l i a s .

I t  i s  n o t  t o d a y  v a s t l y  more t r u e  t h a n  i t  was tw e n ty  

y e a r s  ago t h a t  such  n o v e l i s t s  o f  o u r s  a s  you h a v e  r e a d  i n  

Sweden, n o v e l i s t s  l i k e  D r e i s e r  and W i l l a  G a t h e r ,  a r e  a u t h e n 

t i c a l l y  p o p u l a r  and i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  A m erica .  As i t  was r e 

v e a l e d  by t h e  v e n e r a b l e  f i s h i n g  A cad em ic ian  whom I  h a v e  

q u o t e d ,  we s t i l l  most  r e v e r e  t h e  w r i t e r s  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a r  

m a g a z in e s  who i n  a h e a r t y  and e d i f y i n g  c h o ru s  c h a n t  t h a t  t h e  

Am erica  o f  a  h u n d r e d  and tw e n ty  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  

a s  s i m p l e ,  as  p a s t o r a l ,  a s  i t  was when i t  h a d  b u t  f o r t y  m i l 

l i o n ;  t h a t  i n  an i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t  w i t h  t e n  t h o u s a n d  employees,



257

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  t h e  w o rk e r  and t h e  m anager  i s  s t i l l  

a s  n e i g h b o r l y  and uncom plex  a s  i n  a f a c t o r y  o f  1840,  w i t h  

f i v e  e m p lo y e e s ;  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw ee n  f a t h e r  and 

s o n ,  b e tw e e n  h u s b a n d  and w i f e ,  a r e  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same i n  a n  

a p a r t m e n t  i n  a t h i r t y - s t o r y  p a l a c e  t o d a y ,  w i t h  t h r e e  m o to r  

c a r s  a w a i t i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  below and f i v e  books on t h e  l i b r a r y  

s h e l v e s  and a d i v o r c e  imminent  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  n e x t  week,  a s  

w e re  t h o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  a r o s e - v e i l e d  f i v e - r o o m  c o t t a g e  

i n  1880; t h a t ,  i n  f i n e ,  Am erica  h a s  gone t h r o u g h  t h e  r e v o 

l u t i o n a r y  change  from r u s t i c  c o lo n y  t o  w o r l d - e m p i r e  w i t h o u t  

h a v i n g  i n  t h e  l e a s t  a l t e r e d  t h e  b u c o l i c  and  P u r i t a n i c  s im 

p l i c i t y  o f  U n c le  Sam.

I  am, a c t u a l l y ,  e x t r e m e l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  f i s h i n g  

A c a d e m ic ia n  f o r  h a v i n g  somewhat condemned me. F o r  s i n c e  he  

i s  a l e a d i n g  member o f  t h e  Am erican  Academy o f  A r t s  and  L e t 

t e r s ,  h e  h a s  r e l e a s e d  me, h a s  g i v e n  me t h e  r i g h t  t o  sp e a k  a s  

f r a n k l y  o f  t h a t  Academy as  h e  h a s  sp o k e n  o f  me. And i n  any 

h o n e s t  s t u d y  o f  A m erican  i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  t o d a y ,  t h a t  c u r i o u s  

i n s t i t u t i o n  m ust  be c o n s i d e r e d .

B e f o re  I  c o n s i d e r  t h e  Academy, h o w e v e r ,  l e t  me 

s k e t c h  a  f a n t a s y  w h ich  h a s  p l e a s e d  me t h e  l a s t  few days  i n  

t h e  u n a v o i d a b l e  i d l e n e s s  o f  a  ro u g h  t r i p  on t h e  A t l a n t i c .  I  

am s u r e  t h a t  you know, by now, t h a t  t h e  award  t o  me o f  t h e
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Nobel  P r i z e  h a s  by no means been  a l t o g e t h e r  p o p u l a r  i n  Amer

i c a .  D o u b t l e s s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  n o t  new t o  you.  I  f a n c y  

t h a t  when you gave  t h e  award even t o  Thomas Mann, whose Z au - 

b e r b e r g  seems t o  me t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  whole  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

E u ro pe ,  even  when you gave  i t  t o  K i p l i n g ,  whose s o c i a l  s i g 

n i f i c a n c e  i s  so  p r o f o u n d  t h a t  i t  h a s  been  r a t h e r  a u t h o r i t a 

t i v e l y  s a i d  t h a t  he  c r e a t e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i re ,  even  when you 

gave  i t  t o  B e rn a rd  Shaw, t h e r e  were  c o u n trym en  o f  t h o s e  a u t h 

o r s  who c o m p la in e d  b e c a u se  you d i d  n o t  ch o o se  a n o t h e r .

And I  im a g in e d  wha t  would have  been  s a i d  had  you 

c h o sen  some Am erican  o t h e r  t h a n  m y s e l f .  Suppose  you had  

t a k e n  T h eo do re  D r e i s e r .

Now t o  me, as  to  many o t h e r  Am erican  w r i t e r s ,  D re is e r  

more t h a n  any o t h e r  man, m a rc h in g  a l o n e ,  u s u a l l y  u n a p p r e c i 

a t e d ,  o f t e n  h a t e d ,  h a s  c l e a r e d  t h e  t r a i l  from V i c t o r i a n  and 

H o w e l l s i a n  t i m i d i t y  and g e n t i l i t y  i n  Am erican  f i c t i o n  t o  

h o n e s t y  and b o l d n e s s  and p a s s i o n  o f  l i f e .  W i th o u t  h i s  p i o 

n e e r i n g ,  I  d o u b t  i f  any o f  us  c o u l d ,  u n l e s s  we l i k e  t o  be 

s e n t  to  j a i l ,  seek  t o  e x p r e s s  l i f e  and b e a u t y  and t e r r o r .

My g r e a t  c o l l e a g u e  Sherwood A nderson  h a s  p r o c l a im e d  

t h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  D r e i s e r .  I  am d e l i g h t e d  t o  j o i n  h im. 

D r e i s e r ' s  g r e a t  f i r s t  n o v e l .  S i s t e r  C a r r i e , w hich  he  d a r e d  

t o  p u b l i s h  t h i r t y  lo ng  y e a r s  ago and w hich  I  r e a d  t w e n t y - f i v e
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y e a r s  ago ,  came t o  h o u se -b o u n d  and a i r l e s s  Am erica  l i k e  a 

g r e a t  f r e e  W es te rn  w in d ,  and t o  o u r  s t u f f y  d o m e s t i c i t y  gave  

u s  t h e  f i r s t  f r e s h  a i r  s i n c e  Mark Twain and Whitman.

Yet  had  you g i v e n  t h e  P r i z e  t o  Mr. D r e i s e r ,  you would 

h ave  h e a r d  g r o a n s  from Am erica ;  you would  h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  h i s  

s t y l e - - !  am n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  w ha t  t h i s  m y s t i c  q u a l i t y  " s t y l e "  

may b e ,  b u t  I  f i n d  t h e  word so  o f t e n  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  m in o r  

c r i t i c s  t h a t  I  su pp o se  i t  must  e x i s t - - y o u  would h a v e  h e a r d  

t h a t  h i s  s t y l e  i s  cumbersome, t h a t  h i s  c h o i c e  o f  words i s  i n 

s e n s i t i v e ,  t h a t  h i s  books a r e  i n t e r m i n a b l e .  And c e r t a i n l y  

r e s p e c t a b l e  s c h o l a r s  would com p la in  t h a t  i n  Mr, D r e i s e r ' s  

w o r l d ,  men and women a r e  o f t e n  s i n f u l  and t r a g i c  and d e s p a i r 

i n g ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e in g  f o r e v e r  sunny and f u l l  o f  song  and 

v i r t u e ,  as  b e f i t s  a u t h e n t i c  A m ericans .

And had you ch o sen  Mr, Eugene O ' N e i l l ,  who h a s  done 

n o t h i n g  much i n  American drama sa v e  t o  t r a n s f o r m  i t  u t t e r l y ,  

i n  t e n  o r  tw e lv e  y e a r s ,  from a f a l s e  w o r ld  o f  n e a t  and com

p e t e n t  t r i c k e r y  to  a w o r ld  o f  s p l e n d o r  and f e a r  and g r e a t n e s s ,  

you would have  been  rem ind ed  t h a t  he  h a s  done so m e th in g  f a r  

w o rse  t h a n  s c o f f i n g - - h e  ha s  s e e n  l i f e  a s  n o t  t o  be n e a t l y  

a r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a s c h o l a r  b u t  a s  a t e r r i f y i n g ,  mag

n i f i c e n t  and o f t e n  q u i t e  h o r r i b l e  t h i n g  a k i n  t o  t h e  t o r n a d o ,  

t h e  e a r t h q u a k e ,  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  f i r e .
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And had  you g i v e n  Mr. James Branch  C a b e l l  t h e  P r i z e ,  

you w ould  h a v e  been  t o l d  t h a t  he  i s  t o o  f a n t a s t i c a l l y  m a l i 

c i o u s .  So would you h a ve  been  t o l d  t h a t  Miss  W i l l a  G a t h e r ,  

f o r  a l l  t h e  hom ely  v i r t u e  o f  h e r  n o v e l s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p e a s 

a n t s  o f  N e b r a s k a ,  h a s  i n  h e r  n o v e l ,  The L o s t  L a d y , b e e n  so  

u n t r u e  t o  A m e r i c a ' s  p a t e n t  and p e r p e t u a l  and p o s s i b l y  t e d i o u s  

v i r t u o u s n e s s  a s  t o  p i c t u r e  an abandoned  woman who r e m a i n s ,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  u n c a n n i l y  charm ing  even  t o  t h e  v i r t u o u s ,  i n  a 

s t o r y  w i t h o u t  any m o r a l ;  t h a t  Mr. Henry Mencken i s  t h e  w o r s t  

o f  a l l  s c o f f e r s ;  t h a t  Mr. Sherwood A nderson  v i c i o u s l y  e r r s  

i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  sex  as  i m p o r t a n t  a f o r c e  i n  l i f e  a s  f i s h i n g ;  

t h a t  Mr. Upton S i n c l a i r ,  b e in g  a S o c i a l i s t ,  s i n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

p e r f e c t n e s s  o f  Am erican  c a p i t a l i s t i c  m a s s - p r o d u c t i o n ; t h a t  Mr. 

J o s e p h  H e r g e s h e im e r  i s  un -A m er ic an  i n  r e g a r d i n g  g r a c i o u s n e s s  

o f  manner  and b e a u t y  o f  s u r f a c e  a s  o f  some i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  

e n d u ra n c e  o f  d a i l y  l i f e ;  and t h a t  Mr. E r n e s t  Hemingway i s  

n o t  o n l y  to o  young b u t ,  f a r  w o r s e ,  u s e s  l a n g u a g e  w h ich  s h o u l d  

be unknown t o  g e n t l e m e n ;  t h a t  he  ackn o w led g es  d r u n k e n n e s s  as  

one o f  m a n 's  e t e r n a l  ways t o  h a p p i n e s s ,  and a s s e r t s  t h a t  a 

s o l d i e r  may f i n d  lo v e  more s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  t h e  h e a r t y  s l a u g h 

t e r  o f  men i n  b a t t l e .

Y es ,  t h e y  a r e  w ic k e d ,  t h e s e  c o l l e a g u e s  o f  m in e ;  you 

w ould  h a v e  done a lm o s t  as  e v i l l y  t o  have  c h o se n  them as  t o
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h a v e  c h o se n  me; and  as  a  c h a u v i n i s t i c  A m e r i c a n - - o n l y ,  mind 

y o u ,  a s  an A m erican  o f  1930 and n o t  o f  1 8 8 0 - - I  r e j o i c e  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  my c o u n t ry m e n  and coun tryw om en ,  and t h a t  I  may sp e ak  

o f  them w i t h  p r i d e  even  i n  t h e  E u rop e  o f  Thomas Mann, H. G. 

W e l l s ,  G a l s w o r t h y ,  Knut Hamsun, A r n o ld  B e n n e t t ,  F e u c h t w a n g e r , 

Selma L a g e r l o f ,  S i g r i d  U n d s e t ,  W erner  von  H e id e n s t a m ,  D 'Annun

z i o ,  Romain R o l l a n d .

I t  i s  my f a t e  i n  t h i s  p a p e r  t o  sw ing  c o n s t a n t l y  from 

o p t im ism  t o  p e s s im is m  and b a ck ,  b u t  so  i s  i t  t h e  f a t e  .o f  any 

one who w r i t e s  o r  s p e a k s  o f  a n y t h i n g  i n  A m e r i c a - - t h e  most  c o n 

t r a d i c t o r y ,  t h e  m os t  d e p r e s s i n g ,  t h e  m os t  s t i r r i n g ,  o f  any  

l a n d  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y .

T hu s ,  h a v i n g  w i t h  no muted  p r i d e  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l  o f  

w h a t  seem t o  me t o  be g r e a t  men and  women i n  A m erican  l i t e r 

a r y  l i f e  t o d a y ,  and h a v i n g  i n d e e d  o m i t t e d  a  d o z en  o t h e r  names 

o f  w h ich  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  b o a s t  w ere  t h e r e  t i m e ,  I  must  t u r n  

a g a i n  and a s s e r t  t h a t  i n  o u r  c o n te m p o r a r y  A m erican  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

i n d e e d  i n  a l l  A m erican  a r t s  s a v e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t h e  f i l m ,  

w e - - y e s ,  we who h a v e  s u c h  p r e g n a n t  and v i g o r o u s  s t a n d a r d s  i n  

commerce and  s c i e n c e - - h a v e  no s t a n d a r d s ,  no h e a l i n g  communi

c a t i o n ,  no h e r o e s  t o  be f o l l o w e d  n o r  v i l l a i n s  t o  be condemned, 

no c e r t a i n  ways t o  be p u r s u e d  and no d a n g e r o u s  p a t h s  t o  be 

a v o i d e d .
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The Am erican  n o v e l i s t  o r  p o e t  o r  d r a m a t i s t  o r  s c u l p 

t o r  o r  p a i n t e r  must  work a l o n e ,  i n  c o n f u s i o n ,  u n a s s i s t e d  sa v e  

by h i s  own i n t e g r i t y .

T h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h a s  a lw ay s  been  t h e  l o t  o f  t h e  a r t 

i s t .  The vagabond  and c r i m i n a l  F r a n c o i s  V i l l o n  h a d  c e r t a i n l y  

no smug and c o m f o r t a b l e  r e f u g e  i n  w hich  e l e g a n t  l a d i e s  would 

h o l d  h i s  h a nd  and c o m f o r t  h i s  s t a r v e l i n g  s o u l  and more s t a r v e d  

body.  He, v e r i t a b l y  a g r e a t  man, d e s t i n e d  t o  o u t l i v e  i n  h i s 

t o r y  a l l  t h e  dukes and p u i s s a n t  c a r d i n a l s  whose r o b e s  he  was 

e s tee m e d  u nw o r th y  t o  t o u c h ,  had  f o r  h i s  l o t  t h e  g u t t e r  and 

t h e  h a r d e n e d  c r u s t .

Such p o v e r t y  i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  a r t i s t  i n  A m er ica .  They 

pay u s ,  i n d e e d ,  o n l y  t o o  w e l l ;  t h a t  w r i t e r  i s  a f a i l u r e  who 

c a n n o t  have  h i s  b u t l e r  and m o to r  and h i s  v i l l a  a t  Palm Beach,  

where  he  i s  p e r m i t t e d  t o  m in g le  a lm o s t  i n  e q u a l i t y  w i t h  th e  

b a r o n s  o f  b a n k in g .  But he  i s  o p p r e s s e d  e v e r  by so m e th in g  

w o rse  t h a n  p o v e r t y - - b y  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  what  he  c r e a t e s  does 

n o t  m a t t e r ,  t h a t  he  i s  e x p e c t e d  by h i s  r e a d e r s  t o  be o n ly  a 

d e c o r a t o r  o r  a c low n ,  o r  t h a t  h e  i s  g o o d - n a t u r e d l y  a c c e p t e d  

a s  a s c o f f e r  whose ba rk  p r o b a b l y  i s  w orse  t h a n  h i s  b i t e  and 

who p r o b a b l y  i s  a good f e l l o w  a t  h e a r t ,  who i n  any c a s e  c e r 

t a i n l y  does  n o t  c o u n t  i n  a l a n d  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  e i g h t y - s t o r y  

b u i l d i n g s ,  m o to r s  by t h e  m i l l i o n ,  and w h ea t  by t h e  b i l l i o n s
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o f  b u s h e l s .  And he  h a s  no i n s t i t u t i o n ,  no g r o u p ,  t o  which  

he  can  t u r n  f o r  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  whose c r i t i c i s m  he  can  a c c e p t  

and whose p r a i s e  w i l l  be p r e c i o u s  t o  him.

What i n s t i t u t i o n s  have  we?

The American  Academy o f  A r t s  and L e t t e r s  does  c o n 

t a i n  a lo n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  e x c e l l e n t  p a i n t e r s  and a r c h i t e c t s  

and s t a t e s m e n ,  such  a r e a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  u n i v e r s i t y -  

p r e s i d e n t  as  N ic h o la s  Murray B u t l e r ,  so a d m i r a b l e  and c o u r a 

geous  a s c h o l a r  as  W ilbu r  C r o s s ,  and s e v e r a l  f i r s t - r a t e  

w r i t e r s :  t h e  p o e t s  Edwin A r l i n g t o n  Robinson  and R o b e r t  F r o s t ,  

t h e  f r e e - m i n d e d  p u b l i c i s t  James T ru s lo w  Adams, and t h e  

n o v e l i s t s  E d i t h  W h ar to n , Hamlin G a r l a n d ,  Owen W i s t e r ,  Brand 

W hi t lo ck  and Booth T a r k i n g t o n .

But i t  does  n o t  i n c l u d e  Theodore  D r e i s e r ,  Henry 

Mencken, ou r  most v i v i d  c r i t i c ,  George J e a n  N a than  who, 

though  s t i l l  young,  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  dean  o f  o u r  d r a m a t i c  

c r i t i c s ,  Eugene O ' N e i l l ,  i n c o m p a ra b ly  ou r  b e s t  d r a m a t i s t ,  

t h e  r e a l l y  o r i g i n a l  and v i t a l  p o e t s ,  Edna St-. V i n c e n t  M i l l a y  

and C a r l  S an d bu rg ,  Robinson  J e f f e r s  and V ach e l  L in d s a y  and 

Edgar  Lee M a s t e r s ,  whose Spoon R iv e r  A n th o log y  was so  u t t e r l y  

d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  p o e t r y  e v e r  p u b l i s h e d ,  so  f r e s h ,  

so  a u t h o r i t a t i v e ,  so  f r e e  from any g r o p i n g s  and t i m i d i t i e s  

t h a t  i t  came l i k e  a r e v e l a t i o n ,  and c r e a t e d  a new s c h o o l  o f
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n a t i v e  Am erican  p o e t r y .  I t  does  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  n o v e l i s t s  

and s h o r t - s t o r y  w r i t e r s ,  W i l l a  G a t h e r ,  J o s e p h  H e r g e s h e i m e r ,  

Sherwood A n d e rso n ,  Ring L a r d n e r ,  E r n e s t  Hemingway, L o u is  

B r o m f ie ld ,  W i lb u r  D a n i e l  S t e e l e ,  F a n n i e  H p r s t ,  Mary A u s t i n ,  

James Branch C a b e l l ,  Edna B e r b e r ,  n o r  Upton S i n c l a i r ,  o f  

whom you must  s a y ,  w h e t h e r  you a d m ire  o r  d e t e s t  h i s  a g g r e s 

s i v e  S o c i a l i s m ,  t h a t  he  i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  b e t t e r  known t h a n  

any o t h e r  Am erican  a r t i s t  w h o s o e v e r ,  be he n o v e l i s t ,  p o e t ,  

p a i n t e r ,  s c u l p t o r ,  m u s i c i a n ,  a r c h i t e c t .

1 s h o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  any Academy t o  be so  f o r t u n a t e  

as  t o  c o n t a i n  a l l  t h e s e  w r i t e r s ,  b u t  one w hich  f a i l s  t o  c o n 

t a i n  any o f  them, which  t h u s  c u t s  i t s e l f  o f f  from so  much o f  

w ha t  i s  l i v i n g  and v i g o r o u s  and o r i g i n a l  i n  American l e t t e r s ,  

can  h ave  no r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h a t e v e r  t o  o u r  l i f e  and a s p i r a t i o n s .  

I t  does  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  l i t e r a r y  Am erica  o f  t o d a y - - i t  r e p r e s e n t s  

o n l y  Henry Wadsworth L o n g fe l lo w .

I t  m ig h t  be a n sw ered  t h a t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  Academy i s  

l i m i t e d  to  f i f t y  members; t h a t ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  i t  c a n n o t  i n c l u d e  

e v e r y  one o f  m e r i t .  But t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  w h i l e  most  o f  ou r  

few g i a n t s  a r e  e x c l u d e d ,  t h e  Academy does  h ave  room t o  i n 

c l u d e  t h r e e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  bad p o e t s ,  two v e r y  m e l o d r a m a t i c  

and  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  p l a y w r i g h t s ,  two g e n t l e m e n  who a r e  known 

o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t s ,  a man who was
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t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago known as  a r a t h e r  c l e v e r  huraerous d r a u g h t s 

man, and s e v e r a l  g e n t l e m e n  o f  whom--I  s a d l y  c o n f e s s  my i g n o 

r a n c e - - !  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d .

L e t  me a g a i n  em p h a s ize  t h e  f a c t - - f o r  i t  i s  a  f a c t - -  

t h a t  I  am n o t  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  A m erican  Academy. I t  i s  a  h o s 

p i t a b l e  and g e n e r o u s  and d e c i d e d l y  d i g n i f i e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .

And i t  i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  t h e  Academ y 's  f a u l t  t h a t  i t  does  n o t  

c o n t a i n  many o f  t h e  men who ha v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  o u r  l e t t e r s .  

Sometimes i t  i s  t h e  f a u l t  o f  t h o s e  w r i t e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .  I  

c a n n o t  im a g in e  t h a t  g r i z z l y - b e a r  T heodore  D r e i s e r  b e i n g  com

f o r t a b l e  a t  t h e  s e r e n e l y  A th e n ia n  d i n n e r s  o f  t h e  Academy, and 

w ere  t h e y  t o  i n v i t e  Mencken, h e  would  i n f u r i a t e  them w i t h  h i s  

b o i s t e r o u s  j e e r i n g .  No, I  am n o t  a t t a c k i n g - - !  am r e l u c t a n t l y  

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  Academy b e c a u s e  i t  i s  so  p e r f e c t  an  example  

o f  t h e  d i v o r c e  i n  Am erica  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  from a l l  a u 

t h e n t i c  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  and r e a l i t y .

Our u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s ,  o r  g y m n a s ia ,  m ost  o f  

them, e x h i b i t  t h e  same u n f o r t u n a t e  d i v o r c e .  I  c an  t h i n k  o f  

f o u r  o f  them, R o l l i n s  C o l l e g e  i n  F l o r i d a ,  M id d le b u ry  C o l l e g e  

i n  Verm ont ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ic h ig a n ,  and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

C h i c a g o - - w h i c h  h a s  had  on i t s  r o l l  so  e x c e l l e n t  a  n o v e l i s t  

a s  R o b e r t  H e r r i c k ,  so  c o u r a g e o u s  a c r i t i c  a s  R o b e r t  Morse 

L o v e t t - - w h i c h  h a ve  shown an a u t h e n t i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  contemporary
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c r e a t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e .  F o u r  o f  them. But u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 

c o l l e g e s  and  m u s i c a l  emporiums and s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

o f  t h e o l o g y  and p lum bing  and s i g n - p a i n t i n g  a r e  a s  t h i c k  i n  

America  a s  t h e  m o to r  t r a f f i c .  Whenever you s e e  a  p u b l i c  

b u i l d i n g  w i t h  G o t h i c  f e n e s t r a t i o n  on a  s t u r d y  b a c k in g  o f  

I n d i a n a  c o n c r e t e ,  you may be c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  i s  a n o t h e r  u n i 

v e r s i t y ,  w i t h  anywhere  from two h u n d re d  t o  tw e n ty  th o u s a n d  

s t u d e n t s  e q u a l l y  a r d e n t  a b o u t  a v o i d i n g  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e  o f  

becoming l e a r n e d  and a b o u t  g a i n i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e  c o n 

t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  B.A. d e g r e e .

Oh, s o c i a l l y  o u r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  mass 

o f  o u r  c i t i z e n s ,  and so  a r e  t h e y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  a t h l e t i c s .  

A g r e a t  c o l l e g e  f o o t b a l l  game i s  p a s s i o n a t e l y  w i t n e s s e d  by 

e i g h t y  t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e ,  who have  p a i d  f i v e  d o l l a r s  a p i e c e  

and m o to re d  anywhere  from t e n  t o  a t h o u s a n d  m i l e s  f o r  t h e  

e c s t a s y  o f  w a t c h i n g  t w e n ty - t w o  men c h a s e  one a n o t h e r  up and 

down a  c u r i o u s l y  marked f i e l d .  D u r in g  t h e  f o o t b a l l  s e a s o n ,  

a c a p a b l e  p l a y e r  r a n k s  v e r y  n e a r l y  w i t h  our  g r e a t e s t  and 

most a d m ire d  h e r o e s - - e v e n  w i t h  Henry  F o r d ,  P r e s i d e n t  Hoover ,  

and C o l o n e l  L in d b e r g h .

And i n  one b r a n c h  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  t h e  

l o r d s  o f  b u s i n e s s  who r u l e  u s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  do homage t o  

t h e  d e v o t e e s  o f  l e a r n i n g .  However b l e a k l y  one o f  o u r  t r a d e r
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a r i s t o c r a t s  may f rown upon p o e t r y  o r  t h e  v i s i o n s  o f  a p a in t e r ,  

h e  i s  g r a c i o u s l y  p l e a s e d  t o  e n d u re  a M i l l i k a n ,  a M i c h e l s o n ,  a 

B a n t i n g ,  a T h e o b a ld  Sm ith .

But t h e  p a ra d o x  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  a r t s  o u r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

a r e  a s  c l o i s t e r e d ,  a s  f a r  from r e a l i t y  and l i v i n g  c r e a t i o n ,  

a s  s o c i a l l y  and a t h l e t i c a l l y  and s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t h e y  a r e  c lo se  

t o  u s .  To a t r u e - b l u e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  an  A m erican  

u n i v e r s i t y ,  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  n o t  so m e th in g  t h a t  a  p l a i n  human 

b e i n g ,  l i v i n g  t o d a y ,  p a i n f u l l y  s i t s  down to  p r o d u c e .  No; i t  

i s  so m e th in g  d e a d ;  i t  i s  so m e th in g  m a g i c a l l y  p ro d u ce d  by 

superhuman b e in g s  who m u s t ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  be r e g a r d e d  as  

a r t i s t s  a t  a l l ,  have  d i e d  a t  l e a s t  one h u n d r e d  y e a r s  b e f o r e  

t h e  d i a b o l i c a l  i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r .  To any a u t h e n t i c  

don,  t h e r e  i s  so m e th in g  s l i g h t l y  r e p u l s i v e  i n  t h e  t h o u g h t  

t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u ld  be c r e a t e d  by any o r d i n a r y  human b e i n g ,  

s t i l l  t o  be s e e n  w a lk in g  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  w e a r i n g  q u i t e  common

p l a c e  t r o u s e r s  and c o a t  and l o o k in g  n o t  so  u n l i k e  a  c h a u f f e u r  

o r  a f a r m e r .  Our American  p r o f e s s o r s  l i k e  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  

c l e a r  and c o l d  and p u re  and v e r y  d ead .

I  do n o t  su p po se  t h a t  American  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  a l o n e  

i n  t h i s .  I  am aware t h a t  t o  t h e  dons o f  Oxford  and C am bridge ,  

i t  would  seem r a t h e r  i n d e c e n t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  W el ls  and  Ben

n e t t  and G a l s w o r th y  and George Moore may, w h i l e  t h e y  commit
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t h e  i m p r o p r i e t y  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  l i v e ,  be compared t o  any

one so  b e a u t i f u l l y  and s a f e l y  dead  as  Samuel Jo h n s o n .  I

s u p p o s e  t h a t  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Sweden and F r a n c e  and 

Germany t h e r e  e x i s t  p l e n t y  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  who p r e f e r  d i s s e c 

t i o n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  But i n  t h e  new and  v i t a l  and e x p e r i 

m e n ta l  l a n d  o f  A m er ica ,  one would e x p e c t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  t o  be l e s s  m o n a s t i c ,  more human, t h a n  i n  t h e  t r a 

d i t i o n a l  shadows o f  o l d  E u rop e .

They a r e  n o t .

T h ere  h a s  r e c e n t l y  a p p e a r e d  i n  A m e r ica ,  o u t  o f  t h e  

u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  an a s t o n i s h i n g  c i r c u s  c a l l e d  " t h e  New Human

i s m . "  Now o f  c o u r s e  "humanism" means so  many t h i n g s  t h a t  i t  

means n o t h i n g .  I t  may i n f e r  a n y t h i n g  from a b e l i e f  t h a t  

Greek and L a t i n  a r e  more i n s p i r i n g  t h a n  th e  d i a l e c t  o f  c o n 

te m p o r a r y  p e a s a n t s  t o  a b e l i e f  t h a t  any l i v i n g  p e a s a n t  i s  

more i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a n  a dead  G reek .  But i t  i s  a  d e l i c a t e  

b i t  o f  j u s t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  n e b u lo u s  word s h o u l d  h a v e  been  c h o 

s e n  t o  l a b e l  t h i s  n e b u lo u s  c u l t .

I n s o f a r  as  I  h a v e  been  a b l e  t o  comprehend t h e m - - f o r  

n a t u r a l l y  i n  a w o r ld  so  e x c i t i n g  and p r o m is in g  a s  t h i s  t o d a y ,  

a  l i f e  b r i l l i a n t  w i t h  Z e p p e l i n s  and C h in e s e  r e v o l u t i o n s  and 

t h e  B o l s h e v ik  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  f a r m in g  and s h i p s  and t h e  

Grand Canyon and young c h i l d r e n  and t e r r i f y i n g  h u n g e r  and
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the  lo n e ly  ques t  of  s c i e n t i s t s  a f t e r  God, no c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r  

would have time to  fo l low  a l l  the  c h i l l y  en thusiasms of  the  

New H u m a n i s t s - - t h i s  newest of  s e c t s  r e a s s e r t s  the  dualism of 

man's  n a t u r e .  I t  would c o n f in e  l i t e r a t u r e  to  the  f i g h t  be 

tween man's  so u l  and God, or  man's s o u l  and e v i l .

But, c u r i o u s l y ,  n e i t h e r  God nor  the  d e v i l  may wear 

modern d r e s s ,  but  must r e t a i n  Grec ian  ves tm en ts .  Oedipus i s  

a t r a g i c  f i g u r e  fo r  the  New Humanists;  man, t r y i n g  to  main

t a i n  h im s e l f  as the  image o f  God under the  menace of  dynamos, 

in  a world of h ig h - p r e s s u r e  sa lesm ansh ip ,  i s  no t .  And the  

poor comfort  which they  o f f e r  i s  t h a t  the  o b j e c t  o f  l i f e  i s  

to  develop s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e - - w h e t h e r  or not  one ever  accom

p l i s h e s  any th ing  w ith  t h i s  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e .  So t h i s  whole 

movement r e s u l t s  in  the  no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  novel  d o c t r in e  t h a t  

both a r t  and l i f e  must be r e s ig n e d  and n e g a t iv e .  I t  i s  a 

d o c t r i n e  of  the  b l a c k e s t  r e a c t i o n  in t ro d u ce d  i n t o  a s t i r 

r i n g l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  world .

S t r a n g e ly  enough, t h i s  d o c t r in e  of d e a th ,  t h i s  e s 

cape from the  co m p le x i t i e s  and danger of  l i v i n g  i n t o  the  

secu re  b lankness  of  the  m onas tery ,  has become w idely  popular  

among p r o f e s s o r s  in  a land where one would have expected  

only  bo ldness  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  ad v e n tu re ,  and i t  has  more 

than  eve r  shu t  c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r s  o f f  from any benign  in f lu e n c e
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■which m ig h t  c o n c e i v a b l y  h a v e  come from t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .

But i t  h a s  a lw ays  been  so .  America  h a s  n e v e r  had  a 

B r a n d e s ,  a T a i n e ,  a  G o e th e ,  a  C ro c e .

With a w e a l t h  o f  c r e a t i v e  t a l e n t  i n  A m er ica ,  o u r  

c r i t i c i s m  h a s  most  o f  i t  been  a c h i l l  and i n s i g n i f i c a n t  

a c t i v i t y  p u r s u e d  by j e a l o u s  s p i n s t e r s ,  e x - b a s e b a l l - r e p o r t e r s , 

and a c i d  p r o f e s s o r s .  Our E rasm uses  h ave  been v i l l a g e  s c h o o l 

m i s t r e s s e s .  How s h o u l d  t h e r e  be any s t a n d a r d s  when t h e r e  

h a s  been  no one c a p a b l e  o f  s e t t i n g  them up?

The g r e a t  C am br idge-C oncord  c i r c l e  o f  t h e  m id d le  o f  

t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y - - E m e r s o n , L o n g f e l lo w ,  L o w e l l ,  Holmes, 

t h e  A l c o t t s - -w ere  s e n t i m e n t a l  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  E u ro p e ,  and th e y  

l e f t  no s c h o o l ,  no i n f l u e n c e .  Whitman and T horeau  and Poe 

a n d ,  i n  some d e g r e e ,  H aw thorne ,  were  o u t c a s t s ,  men a l o n e  and 

d e s p i s e d ,  b e r a t e d  by th e  New H um an is ts  o f  t h e i r  g e n e r a t i o n .

I t  was w i t h  t h e  em ergence  o f  W i l l i a m  Dean H ow el ls  t h a t  we 

f i r s t  began  t o  h a v e  so m e th in g  l i k e  a s t a n d a r d ,  and a v e r y  bad 

s t a n d a r d  i t  was .

Mr. H o w el ls  was one o f  t h e  g e n t l e s t ,  s w e e t e s t ,  and 

most  h o n e s t  o f  men, b u t  h e  had  t h e  code o f  a p io u s  o l d  maid 

whose g r e a t e s t  d e l i g h t  was t o  h ave  t e a  a t  t h e  v i c a r a g e .  He 

a b h o r r e d  n o t  o n ly  p r o f a n i t y  and o b s c e n i t y  b u t  a l l  o f  what  H. 

G. W e l ls  h a s  c a l l e d  " t h e  j o l l y  c o a r s e n e s s  o f  l i f e . "  I n  h i s
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f a n t a s t i c  v i s i o n  o f  l i f e ,  w hich  he  i n n o c e n t l y  c o n c e i v e d  t o  

be r e a l i s t i c ,  f a r m e r s  and seamen and f a c t o r y - h a n d s  m ig h t  

e x i s t ,  b u t  t h e  f a r m e r  must  n e v e r  be c o v e r e d  w i t h  muck, t h e  

seaman must n e v e r  r o l l  o u t  bawdy c h a n t e y s ,  t h e  f a c t o r y - h a n d  

must  be t h a n k f u l  t o  h i s  good e m p lo y e r ,  and a l l  o f  them must 

long  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  F l o r e n c e  and s m i l e  g e n t l y  

a t  t h e  q u a i n t n e s s  o f  t h e  b e g g e r s .

So s t r o n g l y  d id  How el ls  f e e l  t h i s  g e n t e e l ,  t h i s  New 

H u m a n is t i c  p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  he was a b l e  v a s t l y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  

h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  do\ 7̂n even t o  1914 and t h e  t u r m o i l  o f  t h e  

G r e a t  War.

He was a c t u a l l y  a b l e  t o  tame Mark Twain,  p e r h a p s  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  o u r  w r i t e r s ,  and t o  p u t  t h a t  f i e r y  o l d  s a v 

age  i n t o  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  f r o c k  c o a t  and to p  h a t .  His  i n f l u 

ence  i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  gone to d a y .  He i s  s t i l l  w o r s h ip p e d  

by Hamlin G a r l a n d ,  an a u t h o r  who s h o u l d  i n  e v e r y  way have  

been  g r e a t e r  t h a n  H ow el ls  bu t  who u n d e r  H o w e l l s ' i n f l u e n c e  

was changed  from a h a r s h  and m a g n i f i c e n t  r e a l i s t  i n t o  a g e n 

i a l  and i n s i g n i f i c a n t  l e c t u r e r .  Mr. G a r la n d  i s ,  so f a r  as  we 

h a v e  o n e ,  t h e  dean  o f  Am erican  l e t t e r s  t o d a y ,  and a s  o u r  d e a n ,  

he  i s  a la rm e d  by a l l  o f  t h e  y o u n g e r  w r i t e r s  who a r e  so  l a c k 

i n g  i n  t a s t e  a s  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  men and women do n o t  a lw ays  

l o v e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r a y e r - b o o k ,  and t h a t  common
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p e o p le  som etim es  u s e  l a n g u a g e  w h ich  would  be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  

a t  a  women's  l i t e r a r y  c l u b  on Main S t r e e t .  Y e t  t h i s  same 

Ham lin  G a r l a n d ,  as  a young man, b e f o r e  he  h ad  gone t o  B o s to n  

and become c u l t u r e d  and H o w e l l i z e d ,  w r o t e  two m ost  v a l i a n t  

and r e v e l a t o r y  works  o f  r e a l i s m .  Main T r a v e l l e d  Roads and 

Rose o f  B u t c h e r ' s  C o o l ly .

I  r e a d  them as  a boy i n  a p r a i r i e  v i l l a g e  i n  Minne-  

s o t a - - j u s t  such  an  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  was d e s c r i b e d  i n  Mr. G a r 

l a n d ' s  t a l e s .  They were  v a s t l y  e x c i t i n g  to  me. I  had  r e a l 

i z e d  i n  r e a d i n g  B a lz a c  and D ickens  t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  to  

d e s c r i b e  F re n c h  and E n g l i s h  common p e o p le  a s  one a c t u a l l y  

saw them. But i t  had  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  me t h a t  one m ig h t  

w i t h o u t  i n d e c e n c y  w r i t e  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  Sauk C e n t r e ,  M inne

s o t a ,  a s  one f e l t  a b o u t  them. Our f i c t i o n a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  you 

s e e ,  was t h a t  a l l  o f  u s  i n  M id w e s te rn  v i l l a g e s  were  a l t o 

g e t h e r  n o b l e  and h a p p y ;  t h a t  n o t  one o f  u s  would exchange  

t h e  n e i g h b o r l y  b l i s s  o f  l i v i n g  on Main S t r e e t  f o r  t h e  h e a 

t h e n  g a u d i n e s s  o f  New York o r  P a r i s  o r  S to ck ho lm .  But i n  Mr. 

G a r l a n d ' s  M ain- T r a v e l l e d  Roads I  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 

one man who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  M id w e s te rn  p e a s a n t s  were  som etim es  

b e w i l d e r e d  and h u n g ry  and v i l e - - a n d  h e r o i c .  And, g i v e n  t h i s  

v i s i o n ,  I  was r e l e a s e d ;  I  c o u ld  w r i t e  o f  l i f e  as  h a v i n g  l i f e .

I  am a f r a i d  t h a t  Mr. G a r la n d  would  n o t  be p l e a s e d
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b u t  a c u t e l y  ann o y ed  t o  know t h a t  h e  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me 

t o  w r i t e  o f  Am erica  a s  I  s e e  i t ,  and n o t  a s  Mr. W i l l i a m  Dean 

H o w e l l s  so  s u n n i l y  saw i t .  And i t  i s  h i s  t r a g e d y ,  i t  i s  a  

c o m p l e t e l y  r e v e l a t o r y  A m erican  t r a g e d y ,  t h a t  i n  o u r  l a n d  o f  

f r e e d o m ,  men l i k e  G a r l a n d ,  who f i r s t  b l a s t  t h e  r o a d s  t o  f r e e 

dom, become t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  most  bound.

B u t ,  a l l  t h i s  t i m e ,  w h i l e  men l i k e  H o w e l l s  w ere  so  

e f f e c t i v e l y  s e e k i n g  t o  g u i d e  A m erica  i n t o  becoming a p a l e  

e d i t i o n  o f  an  E n g l i s h  c a t h e d r a l  town,  t h e r e  were  s u r l y  and 

a u t h e n t i c  f e l l o w s - - W h i tm a n  and  M e l v i l l e ,  t h e n  D r e i s e r  and 

James H uneker  and Mencken--who i n s i s t e d  t h a t  o u r  l a n d  had 

s o m e th in g  more t h a n  t e a - t a b l e  g e n t i l i t y .

And s o ,  w i t h o u t  s t a n d a r d s ,  we h a ve  s u r v i v e d .  And 

f o r  t h e  s t r o n g  young men, i t  h a s  p e r h a p s  been  w e l l  t h a t  we 

s h o u l d  h a v e  no s t a n d a r d s .  F o r ,  a f t e r  seem ing  t o  be p e s s i 

m i s t i c  a b o u t  my own and much b e lo v e d  l a n d ,  I  want  t o  c l o s e  

t h i s  d i r g e  w i t h  a v e r y  l i v e l y  sound o f  o p t im ism ,

I  h a v e ,  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e ,  e v e r y  

h ope  and e v e r y  e a g e r  b e l i e f .  We a r e  coming o u t ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  

o f  t h e  s t u f f i n e s s  o f  s a f e ,  s a n e ,  and  i n c r e d i b l y  d u l l  p r o v i n 

c i a l i s m .  T h e r e  a r e  young A m ericans  t o d a y  who a r e  d o in g  such  

p a s s i o n a t e  and  a u t h e n t i c  work t h a t  i t  makes me s i c k  t o  s e e  

t h a t  I  am a l i t t l e  t o o  o l d  t o  be one o f  them.
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T h e re  i s  E r n e s t  Hemingway, a b i t t e r  y o u t h ,  e d u c a t e d ^  

by t h e  m ost  i n t e n s e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  d i s c i p l i n e d  by h i s  own h i g h  

s t a n d a r d s ,  an a u t h e n t i c  a r t i s t  whose home i s  i n  t h e  w hole  o f  

l i f e ;  t h e r e  i s  Thomas W o lfe ,  a  c h i l d  o f ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  t h i r t y  

o r  y o u n g e r ,  whose one and o n l y  n o v e l .  Look Homeward, A n g e l , 

i s  w o r th y  t o  be compared w i t h  t h e  b e s t  i n  o u r  l i t e r a r y  p r o 

d u c t i o n ,  a G a r g a n tu a n  c r e a t u r e  w i t h  g r e a t  g u s t o  o f  l i f e ;  

t h e r e  i s  T h o r n to n  W i l d e r ,  who i n  an  age o f  r e a l i s m  dreams 

t h e  o l d  and l o v e l y  dreams o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  r o m a n t i c s ;  t h e r e  i s  

Jo h n  Dos P a s s o s ,  w i t h  h i s  h a t r e d  o f  th e  s a f e  and sa n e  s t a n d 

a r d s  o f  B a b b i t t  and h i s  s p l e n d o r  o f  r e v o l u t i o n ;  t h e r e  i s  

S t e p h e n  B enê t  who, t o  Am erican  d r a b n e s s ,  h a s  r e s t o r e d  t h e  

e p i c  poem w i t h  h i s  g l o r i o u s  memory o f  o l d  John  Brown ; t h e r e  

a r e  M ic h a e l  G o ld ,  who r e v e a l s  t h e  new f r o n t i e r  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  

E a s t  S i d e ,  and W i l l i a m  F a u l k n e r ,  who h a s  f r e e d  t h e  Sou th  

from h o o p - s k i r t s ;  and t h e r e  a r e  a dozen  o t h e r  young p o e t s  

and f i c t i o n e e r s ,  most  o f  them l i v i n g  now i n  P a r i s ,  m ost  o f  

them a l i t t l e  i n s a n e  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  James J o y c e ,  who, 

how ever  i n s a n e  t h e y  may be ,  h a v e  r e f u s e d  t o  be g e n t e e l  and 

t r a d i t i o n a l  and d u l l .

I  s a l u t e  them w i t h  a j o y  i n  b e in g  n o t  y e t  t o o  f a r  

removed from t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  g i v e  t o  t h e  America  t h a t  

h a s  m o u n ta in s  and e n d l e s s  p r a i r i e s , enormous c i t i e s  and  l o s t
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farm c a b i n s ,  b i l l i o n s  o f  money and t o n s  o f  f a i t h ,  t o  an 

America  t h a t  i s  as  s t r a n g e  as  R u s s i a  and a s  complex  a s  C h in a ,  

a l i t e r a t u r e  w o r th y  o f  h e r  v a s t n e s s .



ENEMIES OF THE BOOK

A d d re ss  by S i n c l a i r  Lewis a t  t h e  Annual  D in n e r  o f  
t h e  Am erican  B o o k s e l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  New York C i t y

May 1 1 , 1936

F e l l o w - b o o k s e l l e r s , I 'm  a f r a i d  y o u r  c o m m it tee  was 

m i l d l y  vexed  w i t h  me f o r  d e c l i n i n g  t o  h a v e  t h e s e  o r a c u l a r  

u t t e r a n c e s  o f  mine on t h e  r a d i o .  Now f o r  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e 

m ents  and n e w s - b u l l e t i n s ,  1 r e g a r d  t h a t  medium a s  a d m i r a b l e ,  

b u t  t o n i g h t - - i n  t h i s ,  which  i s  a b o u t  my second  p u b l i c  a d 

d r e s s  i n  two y e a r s - - 1  do n o t  d e s i r e  t o  make any p r e c i s e  and 

b i n d i n g  s t a t e m e n t .  1 s h a l l  i n f o r m  y o u r  e l e c t o r a l  e a r s  a b o u t  

n e i t h e r  t h e  A.A.A. n o r  t h e  s a n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  New York 

G i a n t s .  1 w an t  m e r e ly  t o  ram b le  a ro u n d  and t a l k ,  and n o t  be 

bound by t h e  s p l i t - s e c o n d  t i m i n g - - d e t e s t a b l e  p h r a s e  and d e 

t e s t a b l e  c u s t o m . ' - - o f  t h e  r a d i o ,  w hereby  1 s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  

e x a c t l y  tw e lv e  m in u t e s  and n i n e  se c o n d s  i n  be tw een  t h e  p r o 

grams o f  t h e  L o l ly p o p  f i l t e r s  and t h e  Ex-Lax Symphony O r c h e s 

t r a ,  p l a y i n g  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  m a s t e r p i e c e s  o f  Sousa  and I r v i n g  

B e r l i n .
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I  s p e a k  o f  my f e l l o w - b o o k s e l l e r s ,  and  by t h a t  I  mean 

t h e  whole  l o t  o f  u s .  We b e lo n g  a l l  t o  one g u i l d ,  w h e t h e r  we 

know i t  o r  n o t ,  and i f  we d o n ' t  know i t ,  i t ' s  t im e  we woke 

up  and l e a r n e d  i t .  I n  t h i s  one g u i l d  I  i n c l u d e  a l l  a u t h o r s - -

t h e  f r a i l  p o e t  j u s t  a s  much a s  t h e  b r i s k  w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  p u lp s ,

w i t h  h i s  o f f i c e  and h i s  d i c t a p h o n e ;  a l l  p u b l i s h i n g - h o u s e  

w o r k e r s ,  f rom such  v e n e r a b l e  b e a r d e d  g u a r d i a n s  o f  t h e  f lam e  

a s  Johnny  F a r r a r  and N e lso n  Doubleday  t o  t h e  s m a l l e s t  i n k -  

s p l a s h e d  o f f i c e  boy;  a l l  b o o k - d e a l e r s , w h e t h e r  t h e y  have  one -  

room shops  i n  G reenw ich  V i l l a g e  o r  m i l l i o n - d o l l a r  d e p a r t m e n t -  

s t o r e  s e c t i o n s ;  a l l  l i b r a r i a n s ;  a l l  r e v i e w e r s ;  a l l  book 

p r i n t e r s  and b i n d e r s  and p a p e r - d e a l e r s ; a l l  w h o l e s a l e  d i s 

t r i b u t o r s ;  and a l l  l i t e r a r y  a g e n t s  who can  r e a d  and w r i t e - -

mine h a p p e n s  t o  be a b l e  t o  do b o t h ,  a s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by h e r

n o t e s  when I  p a s s  a d e a d - l i n e .

I  would  l i k e  t o  i n c l u d e  among t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s  a l l  

t e a c h e r s  o f  E n g l i s h  and r h e t o r i c ,  b u t  so  many o f  them, p a r 

t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e s ,  a r e  s c o r n f u l  o f  a l l  o f  us  who b e 

l i e v e  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  so m e th in g  t h a t  can  be p ro d u ce d  h e r e  

and now, n o t  m e r e l y  i n  t h e  Mermaid T a v e rn  t h r e e  h u n d re d  y e a r s  

a g o ,  and who b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  no s a c r i l e g e  t o  t a k e  l i t e r a 

t u r e  o u t  o f  t h e  m a r b l e d  morgue o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  and g e t  

i t  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  p l a i n  p e o p le  l i v i n g  i n  fa rm h o u se s  o r
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c i t y  f l a t s .

L ike  t h e s e  p r i e s t l y  p r o f e s s o r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a good 

many a u t h o r s  who f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r s  i s  t h e  o n ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  

p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  They a r e  d e l i c a t e  

s p i r i t s ,  l i v i n g  a p a r t ,  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  p r o f u n d i t i e s  o f  human 

n a t u r e ,  and t h e  r e s t  o f  us  a r e  l u c k y  t o  be a l l o w e d  t o  lu g  

t h e i r  w e i g h t y  m essag es  a lo n g  t h e  h ighw ay .  I  w ish  I  c o u ld  

f e e l  t h a t  way.' I t  must  be e x c i t i n g  t o  r e g a r d  y o u r s e l f  a s  a 

m a e s t r o ,  a p r o p h e t ,  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  B o c c a c c io ,  Bach, and 

J e r e m i a h ,  and t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  i s  q u i v e r i n g l y  w a i t 

i n g  to  l e a r n  w h e t h e r  you h a v e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  t u r n  

Communist,  C a t h o l i c ,  o r  p u r e l y  a e s t h e t i c ,  o r  w h e t h e r ,  p e r 

h a p s  , you w i l l  l e t  i t  wag a lo n g  t h e  way i t  i s  f o r  a w h i l e  

y e t .

But I  am a f r a i d  t h a t  I  ha ve  s e e n  to o  many s i d e s  o f  

b o o k s e l l i n g  t o  d a r e  t h u s  t o  d r a p e  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  

m a n t l e .  I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  e v e r y t h i n g  from b o o k - a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  

and G o d - a w f u l ly  bad v e r s e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  long  n o v e l s .

I  h a v e  been  l e a r n e d  y e t  sn ap p y  as  a b o o k - r e v i e w e r .

I  d i v i d e d  n e a r l y  f o u r  y e a r s  be tw een  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  h o u s e s  o f  

S to k e s  and  D o ran ,  and l e a r n e d  t h e  d e v io u s  ways o f  t r a v e l i n g  

s a l e s m e n  from d i p l o m a t s  l i k e  B i l l y  C o r r i g a n  and E dd ie  

Z i e g l e r .  Have I  n o t ,  a s  p u b l i s h e r s '  e d i t o r ,  l e c t u r e d  them
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on t h e  c a l a m i t o u s  l i s t  o f  books t h e y  w ere  a b o u t  t o  t a k e  on 

t h e  r o a d ,  l o f t i l y  s a y i n g ,  "Now t h i s  n e x t  n o v e l - - i t ' s  a  dandy 

s t o r y - - i t ' s  by some E n g l i s h  w o m a n -- f in e  w o m a n - - s h e ' s  a  c o u s i n  

o f  t h e  Dean o f  C h i c h e s t e r - - n o ,  I 'm  wrong ,  t h a t ' s  t h a t  o t h e r  

g a l - - t h i s  one ,  w e l l ,  she  i s n ' t  h i s  c o u s i n ,  s h e ' s  h i s  a u n t ,  

and he i s n ' t  a d e a n ,  h e ' s  a c h i r o p r a c t o r ,  and he  i s n ' t  a t  

C h i c h e s t e r ,  h e ' s  a t  L i t t l e  H ig g en bo th am , b u t  a n y w a y - - I t ' s  a  

n i c e ,  wholesome lo v e  s t o r y ,  l a i d  i n  a l o v e l y  l i t t l e  E n g l i s h  

v i l l a g e - - N o ,  j u s t  a s e c o n d ;  now t h a t  I  look  i n t o  i t ,  I  g u e s s  

i t ' s  a d e t e c t i v e  s t o r y  and i t ' s  l a i d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  bu t  

anyway--W e' r e  j u s t  i m p o r t i n g  i t  i n  s h e e t s .  T ry  and s e e  i f  

you can  g e t  t e n s  and f i v e s . "

The More A cute  Joys

I  have  a l s o  s o l d  books b e h in d  t h e  c o u n t e r .  I  am, 

t o n i g h t ,  l i k e  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  who t e l l  i n t e r v i e w e r s ,  "My boy, 

I  u se d  to  be a newspaperman m y s e l f . ' "  I ' l l  a d m i t  i t  w a s n ' t  

v e r y  l o n g ;  i t  was a few weeks b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s ,  i n  t h e  o l d  

S i e g e l - C o o p e r  d e p a r t m e n t - s t o r e  a t  S i x t h  Avenue and E i g h t e e n t h  

S t r e e t .  But i t  was long  enough t o  a c q u a i n t  me w i t h  some o f  

t h e  more a c u t e  j o y s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  b o o k s e l l i n g ,  f o r  I  a s s u r e  

you t h a t  S i e g e l - C o o p e r ' s was no h a u n t  f o r  t h o s e  who w an ted  

t o  "b ro w se"  o r  t o  s i t  by a wood f i r e  and d i s c u s s  D os toye f fsky .
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I t  had  a l l  t h e  n o b l e  p l a c i d i t y  o f  a b u s - s t a t i o n .

A l l  t h i s  was n o t  so  v e r y  r e c e n t l y - - i n  f a c t ,  i t  w i l l

be j u s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago n e x t  C h r i s t m a s - - b u t  1 d e f i n i t e l y

remember su c h  i n c i d e n t s  as  t h a t  o f  a man who s p e n t  t h e  w hole  

n o o n - h o u r  g o in g  th r o u g h  an enormous p i l e  o f  d i c t i o n a r i e s  

marked down from a d o l l a r  t o  t w e n t y - f i v e  c e n t s ,  t o  f i n d  t h e  

l e a s t  s p o t t y  o n e - - a n d  a f t e r w a r d ,  1 had  t o  b u i l d  t h e  w hole  

p i l e  o v e r ,  and w h i l e  1 h ad  been  i n  c o l l e g e ,  t h a t  h a d n ' t  a t  

a l l  been  my n o t i o n  o f  how 1 was g o in g  t o  s e r v e  l i t e r a t u r e .  

P i l i n g  t w o - b i t  d i c t i o n a r i e s . '

G r e a t  Days !

1 r e c a l l  t h e  r a t h e r  sw ee t  o ld  German l a d y  wiio w a n te d ;

" I t ' s  a book f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  l i k e  my s i s t e r  i n  S c h e n e c ta d y

g o t ;  i t ' s  a g r e e n  book a b o u t  so  b i g - - d o n ' t  you remember i t ? "  

And th e  l a d  who demanded a n o v e l  by a c o m p l e t e l y  unknown 

a l s o - r a n ,  and who s n a r l e d ,  " D o n ' t  any o f  you b o o k c l e r k s  know 

y o u r  own b u s i n e s s ?  And d o n ' t  you keep  a n y t h i n g  i n  s t o c k ? "

And t h e  s c a r e d  r a b b i t y  man whom 1 r e c o g n i z e d  from h i s  p i c t u r e  

a s ,  s a y ,  L eo p o ld  M i l q u e t o a s t ,  a u t h o r  who w an ted  t o  know 

w h e t h e r  we had  any o f  t h e  new m a s t e r p i e c e s  by Mr. M i l q u e t o a s t  

and when, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t o  some s m a l l  e x t e n t  we a c t u a l l y  

d i d  h a v e ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he  had  l e f t  h i s  p u r s e  a t  home.
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G r e a t  days!

I  am n o t  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  you a  s k e t c h  o f  my c u r i o u s l y  

p e r i l o u s  c a r e e r  w h ic h ,  a s  you can  s e e ,  i s  so  l i k e  t h a t  o f  

F l o y d  Gibbons  o r  N eg ley  P a r s o n .  I  am i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  r e a s o n  

why I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a l l  o f  us  who p ro d u c e  o r  p u r v e y  books 

a r e ,  o r  o u g h t  t o  b e ,  c l o s e l y  bound i n  one u n o r g a n i z e d  g u i l d .

M e r c h a n t s ? - - y e s , we a r e  m e r c h a n t s ,  a s  o t h e r  men a r e  

so a p  m e r c h a n t s  o r  soup  m e r c h a n t s  o r  s t e e l - r a i l  m e r c h a n t s .

But w ha t  u n i t e s  us  a s  t h o s e  men can  n e v e r  be u n i t e d  i s  a 

s u p e r i o r  p r i d e  i n  o u r  p r o d u c t .  I  have  known p l e n t y  o f  book

s e l l e r s ,  p l e n t y  o f  b o o k - t r a v e l e r s , who c o u ld  h ave  made much 

more money o u t  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  l i v e l y  modern r a c k e t ,  b u t  t h e y  

w e n t  on e x p o u n d in g  th e  g o s p e l  o f  books b e c a u s e  t h e y  l i k e d  t o  

h a n d l e  t h e  c o n fo u n d e d  t h i n g s !  They b e l i e v e d  t h a t  books can  

be more amusing  t h a n  any m u s i c a l  show, more e x c i t i n g  t h a n  any 

m elodrama on t h e  s c r e e n ,  and  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  and s t i l l  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  more t h a n  any c o d i f i e d  r e l i g i o n  do books p r e s e r v e  

a g a i n s t  a t r o u b l e d ,  h a l f - m a d  w o r ld  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  

and t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  human s o u l .

I t  i s  am us ing  t o  c o n s i d e r  c e r t a i n  r e c e n t  a d v e r t i s e 

m en ts  o f  l i f e - i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n ie s .  I  h ad  su p p o sed  t h a t  s e l l 

i n g  l i f e - i n s u r a n c e  was m e r e ly  a way o f  making a l i v i n g ,  p r o b 

a b l y  r a t h e r  t i r i n g  t o  t h e  p o o r  o l d  f e e t  and t h e  to n g u e  and
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t h e  h a n d - s h a k i n g  h a n d .  But i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  l i f e - i n s u r a n c e  

a g e n t s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  l a b o r  o f  g e t t i n g  

young f a t h e r s  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  L i t t l e  Woman and 

t h e  L i t t l e  Ones a f t e r  F a t h e r  s h a l l  be gone .  W e l l ,  i f  t h e  

e v a n g e l s  o f  l i f e - i n s u r a n c e  s e l l  s e c u r i t y  i n  d e a t h ,  we book

men s e l l  s e c u r i t y  i n  l i f e ! - - a n d  w ha t  i s  p r o b a b l y  more im p o r 

t a n t  t h a n  s e c u r i t y ,  we s e l l  t h e  m ost  d i v e r t i n g  means y e t  

known o f  k e e p i n g  d a i l y  l i f e  from b e in g  a b o r e .

T h i s  s e n s e  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  among a l l  manner o f  book

s e l l e r s ,  o f  w h ich  I  h a v e  h i n t e d  as  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  y e t  c e r 

t a i n l y  s u b j e c t  t o  g r e a t  i n c r e a s e ,  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n e c e s s a r y  

now, when t h e r e  a r e  so  many enem ies  o f  t h e  book; so  many 

f a c t o r s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s a l e  o f  books t h a t  som etim es  one won

d e r s  w h e t h e r  o u r  a l l i e d  t r a d e s  a r e  n o t  g o in g  o u t  c o m p l e t e l y ,  

a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  b u s t l e s  and b u g gy -w h ip s .  T h i s  

I  do n o t  b e l i e v e .  I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  w i l l  a l t o 

g e t h e r  s u p p l a n t  t h e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  p r i n t e d  book,  which  h a s  

c h an g e d  so  v e r y  l i t t l e  s i n c e  G u te n b e rg  f i n i s h e d  p r i n t i n g  t h e  

f i r s t  book ,  a  B i b l e ,  back i n  1455, a lm o s t  f i v e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  

a g o .  I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  any n im b le  t e l e v i s i o n  a p p a r a t u s ,  

any  s e r i e s  o f  phonograph  r e c o r d s ,  any i n g e n i o u s  m i c r o s c o p i c  

g a d g e t  w h e reb y  you can  c a r r y  t h e  e n t i r e  works o f  B a lz a c  i n  

y o u r  c i g a r e t t e  c a s e ,  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  b o o k s ,  j u s t  a s
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we know them.

But t h e r e  i s  a  c h a n g e ,  and t h a t  change  i s  i n  a much 

g r e a t e r  s e l e c t i v i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  r e a d e r s ,  so  

t h a t  p e r h a p s  we s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ' s  p r o c e s s  o f  

w r i t i n g  few er  and b e t t e r  books and a l a s ,  s e l l i n g  f e w e r  and 

b e t t e r  books ,  and h a v in g  t o  know v a s t l y  more and  work a  l o t  

h a r d e r  to  w r i t e  o r  s e l l  any books .

C i v i l i z e d  Books

I  d o n ' t  know what  f u t u r e  h i s t o r i a n s  w i l l  s a y  a b o u t  

i t ,  b u t  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  i f  any o f  them s h a l l  be d i s c e r n i n g  

enough ,  t h e y  w i l l  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t  o f  t h e  

l a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  i n  America  h a s  n o t  been  t h e  New D ea l  

o r  t h e  Bruno Hauptmann c a s e  o r  t h e  t r a n s - P a c i f i c  f l i g h t s ,  b u t  

t h e  c o n t i n u e d  s a l e ,  a s  b e s t - s e l l e r s ,  o f  "Anthony A d v e r s e , "  

" E u r o p e , "  and now, "The L a s t  P u r i t a n " - - books w hich  h a v e  g i v e n  

my own books p l e n t y  o f  g r i e f ,  and w hich  I  a d m ire  f e r v e n t l y .

Not one o f  t h e s e  i s  w ha t  we would have  c o n s i d e r e d ,  i n  my days  

i n  p u b l i s h i n g  h o u s e s ,  tw e n ty  y e a r s  a g o ,  as  h a v i n g  a chance  

f o r  a s a l e  o f  even  t w e n t y - f i v e  h u n d re d  c o p i e s .  They a r e  i n 

f e r n a l l y  l o n g ,  so c l o s e l y  woven t h a t  one c a n n o t  s k i p ,  and 

f r e e  e q u a l l y  o f  s a l a c i o u s n e s s  on t h e  one hand  and o f  p r e j u d i c e -  

t i c k l i n g  h y p o c r i s y  on t h e  o t h e r .  They a r e  n o t  m e r e ly  c iv i l i z e d
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b o o k s ;  t h e y  a r e  books demanding i n  t h e  r e a d e r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

know ledge  o f  t h e  w o r ld  b e f o r e  he  can  sw a l low  them.

Pink  Soap Suds

Twenty and t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  c o n s p i c u o u s  b e s t 

s e l l e r s  were  u s u a l l y ,  n o t  a lw ays  b u t  u s u a l l y ,  j u s t  so  many 

d o l l a r - a n d - a - h a l f  p a c k a g e s  o f  p in k  soap  s u d s ,  and i t  i s  t h i s  

c h a n g e ,  t h i s  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  Am erican  t a s t e  and l e a r n i n g ,  t h a t  

I  sp eak  o f  a s  a v e r i t a b l y  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t .  We 

must  n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o o  a r d e n t l y  c o n g r a t u l a t e  o u r s e l v e s .  

U n d o u b te d ly  t h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  o f  c o p i e s  o f  " A n th o n y , "  "Europa ,"  

and " L a s t  P u r i t a n "  w hich  h a v e  been  p u r c h a s e d  m e r e ly  t o  ke ep  

up w i t h  t h e  J o n e s e s ,  and w hich  l i e  on d raw in g - ro o m  t a b l e s  

p r o u d ,  s p o t l e s s ,  and q u i t e  u n r e a d .

But even  s o ,  i t  must  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  books which  

t h e  c u l t u r a l  c l i m b e r  i s  u s i n g  t o  a d v e r t i s e  h i s  s u p e r i o r i t y  

a r e  su c h  as  t h e s e ,  a lo n g  w i t h  books l i k e  "Now i n  November" 

and "The T h in k i n g  Reed" and " F e b r u a r y  H i l l "  and " L i f e  w i t h  

F a t h e r , "  i n s t e a d  o f  "The S h e i k "  o r  "D oro thy  Vernon o f  Haddon 

H a l l . "

A n o th e r  t h i n g  t o  calm o u r  p r i d e  a l i t t l e  i s  t h e  p o s 

s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  s e n t i m e n t a l i s t s  whose p u r c h a s e s  once  d e 

t e r m i n e d  t h e  b e s t - s e l l i n g  l i s t  a r e  n o t  buy in g  books a t  a l l .
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They h a v e  gone o f f  t o  t h e  m ovies  i n s t e a d  o f  r e a d i n g  Gene 

S t r a t t o n  P o r t e r ,  and t h e i r  p r o x i e s  h a v e  been  t a k e n  o v e r  by 

more l i t e r a t e  r e a d e r s .  But w h a t e v e r  d o u b t s  t h e r e  may be ,  my 

g u e s s  i s  t h a t  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r s  a r e  now a p p e a l i n g  t o  a c l i e n 

t e l e  a b o u t  one h u n d r e d  p e r  c e n t  more canny  t h a n  t h a t  o f  

t w e n ty  y e a r s  a g o - - a n d  i f  t h e y  a r e  b u y in g  o n l y  h a l f  as  many 

b o o k s ,  t h a t ' s  h a r d  on a l l  o f  u s ,  b u t  we must  c o n s i d e r  i t ,  

f a c e  i t ,  and f e e l  no p a r t i c u l a r  h a t r e d  o f  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  e n e 

m ies  o f  t h e  book.

Who, w h a t ,  a r e  t h e s e  e nem ies?

But r e a l l y ,  " e n e m ie s "  i s  n o t  t h e  j u s t  word;  t h e y  a r e  

n o t  so  much enem ies  as  s u p p l a n t e r s .  P r o b a b l y  when books 

f i r s t  came t o  have  a s a l e  n o t  m e r e ly  t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 

m o n a s t e r i e s  and lo n e  s c h o l a r s  b u t  to  t h e  g e n t r y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

t h e  m akers  o f  s a d d l e s  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  d e g e n e r a t e  p a t r o n s  

o f  t h a t  day  were  w a s t i n g  on c o s t l y  and u s e l e s s  books t h e  

money t h a t  by r i g h t s  b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  s e l l e r s  o f  l e a t h e r  and 

h o r s e f l e s h ;  and t h e  v i n t n e r s  c o m p la in e d  f e r o c i o u s l y  when t h e  

s q u i r e a r c h y - - a  few o f  them 1 - - s t a y e d  awake m ost  o f  t h e  e v e n in g  

and r e a d  books i n s t e a d  o f  m a n f u l l y  s i t t i n g  a t ,  o r  l y i n g  u n d e r ,  

t h e  t a b l e  and f i n i s h i n g  i n  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  g e n t e e l  manner  t h e i r  

f o u r  h o n e s t  b o t t l e s  o f  p o r t .  P e rh a p s  we a r e  m e r e ly  t a k i n g  

o u r  t u r n  a t  b e in g  d e v a l u a t e d .  But w h a t e v e r  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f
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t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  b o o k s e l l i n g  i s  t a k i n g  su c h  a

b e a t i n g  as  i t  h a s  n o t  known f o r  y e a r s .

W e l l ,  a g a i n ,  what  a r e  t h e s e  o u r  s u p p l a n t e r s ?

I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t - p e o p l e - l i s t e n  t o  t h e  r a d i o  and go 

t o  t h e  m o t io n  p i c t u r e s  i n s t e a d  o f  r e a d i n g  books .  But t h e r e  

a r e  p l e n t y  o f  o t h e r  C o ss a c k s  on o u r  t r a i l :  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e ,  

w hich  t a k e s  m i l l i o n s  away from home and t h e  b o o k s h e l f  on 

b l a n d  e v e n i n g s ;  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  n i g h t  c l u b s  i n  

c i t i e s  and r o a d h o u s e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  t h e  new f a s h i o n  o f  w i n 

t e r  c r u i s e s  on which  t h e  v i c t i m s  we so  c a n n i l y  s t a l k e d  t a k e  

w ha t  we f o n d l y  viewed as  t h e i r  book-money and go o f f  t o  B e r 

muda o r  T r i n i d a d ;  and t h e  m a g a z i n e s - - n o t  such  m ag a z in es  as

H a r p e r ' s and S c r i b n e r ' s , which  e n c o u ra g e  b o o k - r e a d i n g , b u t  

t h e  w e l t e r  o f  cheap  p u lp s  which  o f f e r  two d o l l a r s '  w o r th  o f  

p a r a d i s e  f o r  f i f t e e n  c e n t s .

Less  Space  f o r  Books

And we must remember t h a t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t h e  modern 

h o u s e h o l d  h a s  l e s s  s p a c e  f o r  books .  The f a m i ly  t h a t  was 

r e a r e d  i n  a tw e n ty - ro o m  " m a n s io n , "  w i t h  one room e n t i r e l y  

d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  i s  now l i v i n g  i n  an e ig h t - r o o m  h o u se  

w i t h  j u s t  one room f o r  l i b r a r y ,  t e a ,  b r i d g e ,  d o m e s t i c  q u a r 

r e l s ,  U n c le  T i m o t h y ' s  s o l i t a i r e ,  making o u t  n e x t  m o n th ' s
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b u d g e t  and t r y i n g  t o  d i s c o v e r  j u s t  why l a s t  m o n t h ' s  b u d g e t  

d i d n ' t  work o u t  r i g h t ,  and a l l  o t h e r  p u b l i c  d i v e r s i o n s  

w h a t s o e v e r .

The f a m i l y  t h a t  u s e d  t o  l i v e  i n  an  e i g h t - r o o m  h o u se  

i s  now i n  a fo u r - r o o m  a p a r t m e n t ,  and t h e  f a m i l y  t h a t  was i n  

a fo u r - ro o m  a p a r t m e n t  i s  i n  H o o v e r v i l l e .  Even f o r  t h a t  

k e e p in g  up w i t h  t h e  J o n e s e s ,  t o  a f a m i l y  i n  such  q u a r t e r s ,  a  

l i b r a r y  i s  l e s s  o f  a d e c o r a t i o n  o f  h o n o r  t h a n  i s  a c a r  p a rk e d  

i n  t h e  s t r e e t  o u t s i d e .  I  remember a q u i t e  p r o s p e r o u s  young 

c o u p le  i n  t h e  M id d lew es t  who a sk ed  my a d v i c e ,  n o t  long  ago ,  

a b o u t  h a v in g  a " l i b r a r y . "  They were p r e t t y  v a g u e ,  bu t  I  

t h i n k  t h e i r  n o t i o n  was o f  a t r e a s u r e h o u s e  o f  a b o u t  f o r t y  v o l 

umes, When I  a sk ed  them what  t h e y  a l r e a d y  h a d ,  t h e y  a d m i t t e d  

t h a t  t h e y  ow ned--and  t h i s  i s  no e v a n g e l i c a l  f a b l e  b u t  an 

a c c u r a t e  c a s e - h i s t o r y - - t h e y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e y  owned j u s t  

t h r e e  books :  a cookbook ,  a t e l e p h o n e  book ,  and a G ideon  B ib le .

New O u t l e t s  Needed

P r o b a b l y ,  as  a remedy f o r  t h e  r e d u c e d  s a l e  o f  b oo k s ,  

we have  n o t  y e t  d e v e lo p e d  a l l  p o s s i b l e  new o u t l e t s .  I  am 

s u r e  t h a t  more c o u ld  be done by s t o r e s  i n  t h e  way o f  s e n d i n g  

o u t  books on a p p r o v a l  t o  o l d  c u s to m e r s  whose t a s t e s  t h e  s t o r e  

knows t h o r o u g h l y ;  more done w i t h  t h e  s a l e  o f  books t o  summer
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h o t e l s  and  camps.  The book c a r a v a n ,  b e lo v e d  o f  C r i s  M o r le y ,  

h a s  n o t  y e t  been  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  i t  m ig h t  be i f  

i t  made r e g u l a r  s c h e d u l e d  r o u n d s  and were  more a d v e r t i s e d .

I t  may be t h a t  we a r e  a l l - - b o o k - d e a l e r s , w r i t e r s ,  

p u b l i s h e r s - - i n  p e r m a n e n t l y  f o r  s m a l l e r  p r o f i t s .  But even  i f  

t h i s  s h o u l d  be s o ,  t h e r e  i s  one m e r i t  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  

means t h a t  we b e lo n g  to  a p r o f e s s i o n  w hich  m ust  become i n 

c r e a s i n g l y  s k i l l e d ;  t h a t  w r i t e r s  w i l l  n o t  f i n d  so  e a s y  a 

l i v i n g  o u t  o f  " j u s t  d a s h i n g  o f f  a l i t t l e  s t o r y , "  and  t h a t  

b o o k - d e a l e r s  can  l e s s  and l e s s  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l 

i t y  o f  t h e i r  s h e l v e s  t o  any anemic  romance t h a t  h a p p e n s  a lo n g .  

I t  may a l l  be a l i t t l e  h a r d  on t h e  y o u n g s t e r s ,  who t h i n k  more 

a b o u t  m o t to s  t h a n  a b o u t  d u s t - r a g s ,  bu t  p e r h a p s  t o  t h o s e  o f  

u s  who f o r  tw e n ty  and t h i r t y  and f o r t y  y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  p ro u d  

o f  b e in g  b o o k s e l l e r s ,  i t  may be a m a t t e r  o f  p r i d e  t h a t  w i t h  

much a g a i n s t  u s ,  we h ave  s u r v i v e d ,  and i n  o u r  lo v e  o f  t h e  

book a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  s t i l l  t o  s u r v i v e .

And p e rh a p s  t h e  o l d  days w i l l  come back .  I  do n o t  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  a lw ays  be c o m p l e t e l y  s a t i s f i e d  

w i t h  t h e  g l a r i n g  s c r e e n ,  o r  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  f o r e v e r  p r e f e r  t h e  

u n c t u o u s  v e r b a l  c a r e s s e s  o f  r a d i o - a n n o u n c e r s  t o  t h e  many- 

c o l o r e d  p a g es  o f  D ic k e n s .  I  do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  Hol lywood can  

r e m a in  f o r e v e r  t h e  New J e r u s a l e m .  T h e re  may be new g o d s .
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b u t  I  t h i n k  t h a t  m ost  o f  you w i l l  s a y  w i t h  me, "As f o r  me and 

my h o u s e ,  we s h a l l  s e r v e  t h e  Lord  i n  b o o k s ! "



THE ARTIST, THE SCIENTIST AND THE PEACE

A r a d i o  a d d r e s s  by S i n c l a i r  Lewis from t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n
Opera  H o u s e , New Y o rk , on December 1 6 , 1944

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e - - i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  p o s s i b l e - - t h a t  no 

a r t i s t  and no s c i e n t i s t  h a s  e v e r  been  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h a l f  

h i s  p l a n s  t o  make mankind more c h e e r f u l  and d e c e n t ,  and p o s 

s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  f a i l u r e  h a s  been  due l e s s  to  t h e  i l l n e s s  o r  

l a z i n e s s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  t h a n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  s i n c e  h i s t o r y  

b e g an ,  a l l  c r e a t i v e  t a l e n t s  h a ve  been cramped by t h e  i n s e 

c u r i t y  o f  a w o r ld  i n s a n e  w i t h  war  and t y r a n n y .  Yet  i t  h a s  

been  t h e  a r t i s t - s c i e n t i s t  h i m s e l f  who h a s  l e a s t  acknow ledged  

t h i s ,  who h a s  m ost  t r i e d  t o  h i d e  h i m s e l f  from t h e  a g e - l o n g  

c o n f l i c t  f o r  a more r e a s o n a b l e  w o r l d .

But a  s t r a n g e  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n t  w a r t im e  i s  t h e  

number o f  a r t i s t - s c i e n t i s t s  who h a v e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e i r  work ,  

no m a t t e r  how d e t a c h e d  from commerce o r  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n  i t  

may b e ,  i s  s t i l l  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  u n i v e r s a l  s t r u g g l e  f o r  and 

a g a i n s t  dem o cracy ;  who h a v e  come o u t  o f  t h e  s t u d i o  o r  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y  o r  t h e  t h e a t e r  t o  s t a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  f e l l o w - w o r k e r s ;
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who a r e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ;  "Which s i d e  a r e  you o n - -  

i s o l a t i o n  o r  w o r l d - c o n t r o l - - which s i d e  a r e  you o n ? " - - a n d  who 

a r e  now a n s w e r in g  i t .

The o l d - f a s h i o n e d  t y p e  o f  a r t i s t - s c i e n t i s t - - t h e  

P a s t e u r s  and W h i s t l e r s  and W a l t e r  P a t e r s - - f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  

c r e a t i v e  work was so  s u p e r i o r  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  l i v e  i n  p l u s h -  

l i n e d  c lo u d s  above t h e  human s t r u g g l e .  Here  and t h e r e  a V o l 

t a i r e  o r  a D ick en s  o r  a p h y s i c i a n  l i k e  V e s a l i u s  knew t h a t  he  

c o u ld  have  no p r i v a t e  l i g h t  t o  work by i f  t h e  w hole  w o r ld  

e l s e w h e r e  was i n  d a r k n e s s ,  and he  c r i e d  " L e t  t h e r e  be u n i 

v e r s a l  l i g h t e v e n  i f ,  i n  so  c r y i n g ,  he  l o s t  h i s  r e s p e c t a b l e  

r e p u t a t i o n  o r  h i s  v e r y  l i f e .  Then,  d u r i n g  th e  l a s t  w a r ,  so  

t i m i d  and r e t i r e d  an e t c h e r  o f  s o c i e t y  as  Henry James saw 

t h a t  he  and h i s  work were  m e a n i n g l e s s  u n l e s s  he  came o u t  and 

r e j o i n e d  t h e  human r a c e ,  and a t  l a s t ,  r a t h e r  t i m i d l y ,  he  d i d  

s o ,  and took  h i s  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  Germany.

A l l  a l o n g ,  p e o p le  l i k e  B e rn a rd  Shaw and P r o f e s s o r  

E i n s t e i n  and C a r l  Sandburg  ha v e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e i r  l i t t l e  d e s k s  

were  n o t h i n g  u n l e s s  t h e y  w ere  j o i n e d  t o  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  l i t t l e  

d e s k s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  and t h a t  n o t  l e a s t ,  b u t  m ost  o f  a l l  men, 

t h e  a r t i s t ,  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  must  know and somewhat l o u d l y  s t a t e  

w h e t h e r  he  i s  f o r  t y r a n n y  and c r u e l t y  and m ach ine  d i s c i p l i n e ,  

o r  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e ,  f o r  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e .
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I n  t h i s  w a r ,  among t h e  German w r i t e r s ,  t h e  renowned 

G e r h a r t  Hauptmann, once  t h e  d a r l i n g ,  a lm o s t  t h e  F ra n k  S i n a t r a ,  

o f  a l l  r e v e r e d  German n o v e l i s t s  and d r a m a t i s t s  d e c i d e d  on 

j u s t  w h ich  s i d e  ^  b e lo n g e d .  He b e lo n g e d  w i t h  s a f e t y  and a 

handsome new farm and o b s e q u i o u s n e s s  t o  a l l  t h e  g o o s e - s t e p 

p i n g  l o r d s  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  Germany. So, even  i n  w a r t i m e ,  he  

g o t  t h e s e  l u x u r i e s - - h e  l o s t  n o t h i n g  b u t  h i s  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  

and t h e  l o v e  o f  e v e r y  d e c e n t  man. T h a t ' s  e x c e l l e n t - - h e  

o p e n l y  took  h i s  s i d e - - h e  d i d n ' t  h i d e  h i s  s h a m e f u l n e s s .

But c e r t a i n  Germans and A u s t r i a n s ,  l i k e  F r a n z  W e r f e l ,  

Bruno W a l t e r ,  S t e f a n  Zweig,  F r e u d ,  B é la  S c h i c k ,  Thomas Mann, 

L io n  F e u c h tw a n g e r  d e c i d e d  t h a t  new h o u s e s  and new c o a t s  and 

t h e  h o a r s e  c h e e r i n g  o f  s c h m a l t z - h e a d e d  d r i l l - s e r g e a n t s  w e r e n ' t  

enough t o  make up f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  h o n o r ,  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h a t  

q u i e t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  y o u r  work w hich  i s  l i f e  i t s e l f ,  and 

t h e y  went  i n t o  e x i l e ,  gave  up e v e r y  n e i g h b o r ,  e v e r y  t i t l e ,  

ev en  t h e  sw ee t  sound o f  t h e i r  own a cc u s to m e d  l a n g u a g e ,  t h a t  

t h e  w o r ld  m ig h t  know on w hich  s i d e  t h e y  w e re .

But i t ' s  t im e  t o  s t o p  a l l  t h a t ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  I t ' s  c o s 

mic i d i o c y  t h a t  an  h o n e s t  and c o m p e te n t  man s h o u l d  h a v e  t o  

l o s e  even  h i s  own to n g u e  and h i s  b e lo v e d  c i t i z e n s h i p  b e c a u s e  

h e  ^  t o o  h o n e s t  and t o o  c o m p e te n t  t o  s t a n d  f o r  t h e  b o t c h e d  

t y r a n n i e s  o f  g a n g s t e r  r u l e r s .  The w o r l d  h a s  a lw ay s  a l l o w e d
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t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ,  s inc ' i '  lo n g  b e f o r e  t h e  e x i l e  o f  D a n te ,  

and i t  i s  t i m e ,  i t  a lw ays  h a s  b e en  t i m e ,  f o r  a new k i n d  o f  

w o r ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h ich  w o n ' t  m e r e ly  y e a r n  f o r  b u t  a c t u a l l y  

p ro d u c e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  c o m p e te n t  and h o n e s t ,  and n o t  p e r 

m i t  them a g a i n  t o  be smashed by i n c e s s a n t  and  s e n s e l e s s  w a r s .  

P u b l i c  m u rd e r  h a s  become a l i t t l e  t o o  c o s t l y - - t h e r e  a r e  

p e o p le  who a r e  r e a l l y  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  some s o r t  o f  a law 

a g a i n s t  i t . '

E verybody  s u f f e r s  from t h e  u s u r p a t i o n  o f  w a r s ,  

w h e t h e r  l a w y e r  o r  g a r a g e - m e c h a n i c  o r  f a r m e r  o r  h o u s e w i f e ,  b u t  

t h e  p rob lem  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  o r  t h e  a r t i s t - - a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  

t h e  p rob lem  o f  su c h  c i t i z e n s  as  want  t o  e n jo y  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  

t h e  a r t i s t  and t o  b e n e f i t  by t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  t h e  s c i e n -  

t i s t - - i s  t w o - f o l d .  L ike  e v e ry b o d y  e l s e ,  he  m ust  t h i n k  a b o u t  

t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t a s k ,  making a l i v i n g ,  a d i v e r s i o n  e x t r e m e l y  

cramped by w a r ,  b u t  h i s  suprem e i n t e r e s t  ha s  l i t t l e  t o  do 

w i t h  a mere l i v i n g .  The o r d i n a r y  workman, w h e t h e r  he  i s  a 

c a r p e n t e r  o r  a  s e n a t o r ,  works  b e s t  when he  s c r u p u l o u s l y  f o l 

lows t h e  b e s t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  day .  When a s u r g e o n  t a k e s  o u t  

an  a p p e n d i x ,  we d o n ' t  t h i n k  more h i g h l y  o f  him i f  h e  t r i e s  

t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  o f  g e t t i n g  a t  t h e  a p p e n d i x  t h r o u g h  t h e  r i g h t  

e lbow . But t h e  c r e a t o r  i n  t h e  a r t s  and t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y  and t h e  i n v e n t o r  i n  t h e  workshop  h a v e  a  v a l u e
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e x a c t l y  a s  t h e i r  work i s  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from a n y t h i n g  

t h a t  h a s  been  done b e f o r e .  And t h e y  can  n e v e r  d e v e l o p  t h a t  

d i f f e r e n t n e s s  i n  a w o r ld  o f  i n s e c u r i t y ,  w here  t h e y  know t h a t  

a n y t h i n g  t h e y  do ,  t r i v i a l  o r  i m p o r t a n t ,  i s  j u d g e d  n o t  by i t s  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  mankind b u t  by t h e  way i n  w hich  i t  t i c k l e s  a 

gang  o f  g o r i l l a s .  T h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d  i s  t r u t h ,  b u t  no a r t i s t  

o r  s c i e n t i s t  i n  h i s t o r y  h a s  y e t  d w e l t  u t t e r l y  and c o n t i n u 

o u s l y  i n  t h a t  l a n d  o f  t r u t h ,  b e c a u s e  i t  a lw ay s  h a s  been  

s to rm e d  by th e  l o v e r s  o f  power .

But i t  i s  n o t  i m p o r t a n t  m e r e ly  f o r  t h e  a r t i s t s  and 

t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  s e e  how t h e i r  t r u t h  h a s  been  

c o r r u p t e d ,  to  s e e  where  t h e y  s t a n d ;  i t  i s  j u s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  

f o r  t h e i r  a d m i r e r s .  When t h e  N a z i s  b u rn ed  t h e  books i n  B e r -  

l i n - - o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  when a c e r t a i n  handsome o l d  c i t y  i n  

t h e s e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f l o p s  back i n t o  m e d ie v a l i s m  and bans  

books t h a t  do n o t  seem t o  do much i n j u r y  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c i t i e s - -  

t h e n  i t  i s  t h e  w o u ld -b e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  books t h a t  s u f f e r  more 

t h a n  t h e  w r i t e r s  ; and when t h e  N a z i s  d e c i d e  t h a t  t h e  m u s ic  o f  

M e n d e ls so h n  i s  J e w i s h  and n o t  a t  a l l  t h e  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  

Dr.  G o eb be ls  would  c a r e  t o  w r i t e ,  t h e n  i t  i s  t h e  l o v e r s  o f  

sym phonies  and n o t  t h e  g h o s t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m a s t e r  t h a t  a r e  

r o b b e d .  I f  p e o p le  r e a l l y  want  g r e a t  m u s ic ,  g r e a t  p o e t r y ,  

g r e a t  p a i n t i n g ,  i f  t h e y  r e a l l y  w an t  m e d i c a l  d i s c o v e r i e s  w h ich
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w i l l  s a v e  t h e i r  b a b i e s  from d e a t h ,  i n s t e a d  o f  w a n t in g  t o  

l i v e  e i t h e r  i n  a F a s c i s t  s l a u g h t e r - h o u s e  o r  a c o m i c - s t r i p  

w o r l d  o f  t r i v i a l i t y ,  t h e n  t h e y  must  g i v e  t h e  a r t i s t s  and t h e  

s c i e n t i s t s  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  which  t h e y  can  show what  t h e y  

r e a l l y  can  d o - - a s  none  o f  them h a s  e v e r  y e t  h ad  t h e  chance  

t o  show.

I t  i s n ' t  t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t  n e e d s  s o f t e r  beds  o r  more 

fo o d ,  and as  f o r  p u b l i c i t y ,  i n  t h e s e  days  o f  r a d i o  and t a b 

l o i d s ,  he  p r o b a b l y  g e t s  to o  much o f  i t !  I t  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  

t h i n g  t h a t  he  n e e d s - - a n  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  wha t  he  i s  d o in g  i s  

n o t  f u t i l e ,  a s e n s e  t h a t  i t  p r o f i t s  him t o  p ro d u ce  wha t  w i l l  

demand o f  him t h e  l a b o r  o f  y e a r s ,  t h a t  w i l l  demand a whole  

l i f e t i m e  o f  t h e  most  h o n e s t  d e v o t i o n ,  i n s t e a d  o f  q u i c k l y  

t u r n i n g  o u t  so m e th in g  t h a t  w i l l  p l e a s e  t h e  f i c k l e  v a n i t y  o f  

F a s c i s t  p l a y b o y s  whose t o y s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  m ac h in e -g u n  and 

t h e  ro p e  b u t  p r e t t y  p ro p ag a n d a .

But t h e  a r t i s t  w i l l  n e v e r  do h i s  p o s s i b l y  m a g n i f i 

c e n t  b e s t  i f  t h e r e  i s  g o in g  to  be a p a t c h e d - u p  w o r ld  i n  which  

t h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  an u n e n d in g  p eac e  a r e  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  

t h a n  i n  1936- - i f  t h e r e  a r e  t o  be m e r e ly  a  few more p l e a s a n t  

f i c t i o n s  c a l l e d  t r e a t i e s  and t e a - p a r t i e s  c a l l e d  c o n f e r e n c e s .

I  am n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e  b u t  t h a t  t h e  most  m u l i s h  k i n d  " o f  complete 

i s o l a t i o n i s m  i s  n o t  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  p l a y i n g  a t  w o r l d - g o v e r n m e n t ,



296

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  h o n e s t :  you know w hat  and  w here  i t  i s .  

By t h e  way, I  im a g in e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be t h e  o n l y  t im e  d u r i n g  

t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  b r o a d c a s t s  when c o n f i r m e d  i s o l a t i o n i s m  i s  g o 

i n g  t o  h ave  such  a r d e n t  p r a i s e . '

I n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r t i s t  o r  s c i 

e n t i s t ,  i t  h a s  been  a l l  o r  n o t h i n g ,  and u s u a l l y  i t  h a s  been  

n o t h i n g .  However g r e a t  h i s  t a l e n t ,  i f  i t  i s  a t  a l l  c o r r u p t e d  

by t h e  c y n ic i s m  t h a t  s p r e a d s  i n  an  i n s e c u r e  and d i s h o n e s t  

w o r l d ,  t h e n  t h a t  one germ o f  d e s p a i r  w i l l  f l o u r i s h  u n t i l  i t  

r o t s  t h e  w h o le ,  and t h e  a r t i s t  o r  s c i e n t i s t ,  a lo n g  w i t h  a l l  

h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  w i l l  ha ve  a s h i n i n g  b r i l l i a n c e ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  

be t h e  a u tu m n a l  c o l o r  o f  d e ca y .

C o n s i d e r  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  g e n e t i c s ,  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  

b i r t h  and t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b e t t e r  c h i l d r e n .  So long  a s  t h a t  

s c i e n c e  i s  d e v o te d  t o  p r o d u c i n g  more and s t r o n g e r  l i t t l e  

N a z i s ,  i t  i s  e v i l ,  and t h e  more s k i l l f u l  i t  may become, t h e  

more e v i l  i t  w i l l  be .  T h a t  knowledge  w i l l  n o t  even  b e g in  t o  

be v a l u a b l e  u n t i l  i t  i s  d e v o te d  t o  p r o d u c i n g  n o t  b e t t e r  l i t 

t l e  G e r m a n s - - y e s , o r  b e t t e r  l i t t l e  Am ericans  o r  E n g l i s h m e n - -  

b u t  u n i v e r s a l l y ,  eve ry w h e re  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  u n i 

fo rm s ,  b e t t e r  human b e i n g s .  The s c i e n t i s t ,  t h e  a r t i s t ,  can  

u l t i m a t e l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  making a w o r ld  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n ,  o n l y  

i n  a w o r ld  t h a t  i s  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n - - n o t  a c i t y  o r  a  s t a t e  o r
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a n a t i o n ,  b u t  a w o r l d  t h a t  i s  f i t  t o  l i v e  i n .  T h a t  f a c t  h e  

m ust  know, and m ust  p r o c l a i m .



APPENDIX I I

A PARTIAL ACCOUNT OF THE SPEAKING OF SINCLAIR LEWIS

F o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  o f  t h e  s p e a k i n g  o f  S i n c l a i r
L ew is ,  t h e  a u t h o r  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n d e b t e d  t o  t h e  New York
T im e s , G race  H e g g e r ' s  book,  With Love from G r a c i e , C laude
L e w i s ' s  T r e a t y  T r i p , and  Mark S c h o r e r ' s  b i o g r a p h y  o f  L ew is ,
S i n c l a i r  Lewis : An Am erican  L i f e .

"Work o f  W ater  on G e o l o g ic  A g e s , "  a s p e e c h  g i v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  
D e l p h ia n  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  a t  Sauk C e n t r e  h i g h  s c h o o l  
i n  t h e  f a l l ,  1900.

D e b a te s  b e f o r e  t h e  D e l p h ia n  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  on t h e  p r o p o 
s i t i o n s :  " L i n c o l n  F a c ed  G r e a t e r  D i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a n
W a s h i n g t o n , "  (Lewis d e f e n d e d  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e ) ;  
" I n d i a n s  Sh o u ld  Have More L i b e r t y , "  (Lewis d e f e n d e d  
t h e  n e g a t i v e ) ; t h e s e  d e b a t e s  w ere  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  
f a l l  and s p r i n g  o f  1900-01 .

"Some T h in g s  We Need t o  E n co u rag e  i n  A t h l e t i c s , "  a s p e e c h  
g i v e n  a t  Sauk C e n t r e  h i g h  s c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  
1 90 0-01 .

"The P u r i t a n s  C r i t i c i z e d , "  a  T h a n k s g i v i n g  a d d r e s s  g i v e n  i n  
Sauk C e n t r e  i n  1901.

" T r a d i t i o n a l  Customs i n  S c h o o l , "  a s p e e c h  f o r  t h e  J u n i o r
O r a t o r i c a l  C o n t e s t  a t  Sauk C e n t r e  h i g h  s c h o o l  d u r 
i n g  1900-01 .

D e b a te s  b e f o r e  t h e  F reshm an  U n ion ,  a  d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y  a t  
Y a l e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1903-04 .

298



299

D e ba te  b e f o r e  t h e  Freshm an  Union on t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n :  "An
E i g h t e e n - d o l l a r  A t h l e t i c  Tax S h ou ld  Be L e v ie d  on 
A l l  S t u d e n t s , "  (Lewis d e fe n d e d  t h e  n e g a t i v e ) ,
O c to b e r ,  1906.

S p e e c h e s  on b e h a l f  o f  woman s u f f r a g e  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  
P o r t  W ash ing ton  sometime d u r i n g  1914.

Speech b e f o r e  t h e  Commercial  Club o f  Sauk C e n t r e  i n  A p r i l ,  
1916.

Speech  b e f o r e  t h e  C i t i z e n s '  Club o f  Sauk C e n t r e  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g ,  1916.

L e c t u r e  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l i s m  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
W ash ing ton  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1916.

"C o n tem po ra ry  F i c t i o n  as an I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Modern L i f e , "  
a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  M i n n e a p o l i s  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r t s  i n  
1919.

Speech t o  t h e  Sunday A f t e r n o o n  Club o f  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church o f  E v a n s to n ,  I l l i n o i s ,  i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1920.

L e c t u r e  t o u r  p ro m o t in g  Main S t r e e t  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1921.
The g e n e r a l  theme o f  t h e  t o u r  was t h a t  Am erican  f i c 
t i o n  h a s  come o f  age and c o u ld  be compared f a v o r a b l y  
w i t h  t h e  b e s t  o f  E uropean  f i c t i o n .  Among t h e  p l a c e s  
v i s i t e d  were  New York C i t y ;  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ;  
H a r r i s b u r g ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ;  C h ica g o ,  I l l i n o i s ;  C i n c i n 
n a t i ,  Ohio ; Omaha, N e b ra s k a ;  and H a m i l to n ,  Canada.

Speech t o  t h e  Savage  Club i n  London, E n g la n d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  sum
mer o f  1921.

Speech  t o  t h e  members o f  h i s  Y a le  c l a s s  a t  t h e i r  f i f t e e n t h  
r e u n i o n  d i n n e r  on June  18, 1922.

Speech t o  t h e  C o un t ry  Club o f  S t .  Cloud i n  J u l y ,  1922.

L e c t u r e  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h icago  f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s  i n  
S t .  P a u l  on J u l y  21,  1922.

Speech  i n  H a r t f o r d  a t  a d i n n e r  a t t e n d e d  by newspapermen and 
v a r i o u s  p r o m in e n t  H a r t f o r d  c i t i z e n s  i n  S e p te m b e r ,
1922.
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L e c t u r e  t o u r  o r i g i n a l l y  p l a n n e d  f o r  s i x  weeks b u t  c u t  s h o r t  
a f t e r  t h e  t h i r d  week;  he  gave  t h e  f i r s t  l e c t u r e  i n  
D e t r o i t  on O c to b e r  12, 1922,  and t h e  l a s t  one on 
November 2 ,  1922,  b e f o r e  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Forum.

"Main S t r e e t  and High S t r e e t , "  d e b a t e  w i t h  I a n  Hay (Major
Jo h n  Hay B e i t h )  b e f o r e  t h e  London S c h o o l  o f  Economics 
f o r  c h a r i t y  on May 29 ,  1923.

Campaign t a l k s  s u p p o r t i n g  B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l l  i n  E ng land  d u r i n g  
t h e  f a l l  o f  1923.

Speech  t o  t h e  A m erican  Women's Club  i n  December, 1923.

Speech  t o  t h e  K iwanis  Club a t  a  lu n c h e o n  m e e t in g  i n  W innipeg 
i n  J u n e ,  1923.

Speech t o  t h e  K iw anis  Club a t  a  combined m e e t in g  o f  t h e  
M en 's  and Women's C an ad ian  K iw an is  Club  i n  J u n e ,
1923.

Speech  t o  lu n c h e o n  g r o u p s  i n  S a s k a t o o n ,  Canada ,  i n  J u n e ,  1923

Speech  to  t h e  R o t a r i a n s  a t  a Sunday lu n c h e o n  i n  S a s k a to o n  i n  
J u n e ,  1923.

Speech  to  t h e  K iw anis  Club a t  a l a d i e s - n i g h t  d i n n e r  a t  
P r i n c e  A l b e r t ,  Canada ,  i n  J u n e ,  1923.

Speech  b e f o r e  t h e  E n g l i s h - S p e a k i n g  Union i n  E n g lan d  d u r i n g  
F e b r u a r y ,  1924.

P u l p i t  a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  Kansas C i t y ,  K a n sa s ,  i n  A p r i l ,  1926, 
S c h o r e r  r e p o r t s  t h a t  Lewis spoke  i n  s e v e r a l  c h u rc h  
p u l p i t s  a s  w e l l  as  b e f o r e  R o ta r y  C lu b s ,  t h e  Ad C lub ,  
t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce, and s e v e r a l  l i t e r a r y  g r o u p s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  t im e .

P u l p i t  a d d r e s s  i n  t h e  Linwood B o u le v a rd  C h r i s t i a n  Church i n  
Kansas  C i t y ,  K a n sa s ,  on A p r i l  18, 1926. T h i s  was 
t h e  t a l k  i n  w hich  Lewis c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  F u n d a m e n t a l 
i s t ' s  God.

P u b l i c  p r o p o s a l  t o  D o ro th y  Thompson a t  a  p a r t y  g i v e n  by
L e w i s ' s  B e r l i n  p u b l i s h e r ,  E r n s t  Rowohlt  i n  J u l y ,  1927.
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S p eech  b e f o r e  t h e  B e r l i n - A m e r i c a n  C lub  d e n o u n c in g  t h e  Sacco  
and  V a n z e t t i  t r i a l  on J u l y  16,  1927.

L e c t u r e  t o  t h e  B read  L o af  W r i t e r s ' C o n f e re n c e  a t  M id d le b u r y  
C o l l e g e  a t  M i d d l e b u r y ,  V erm on t ,  i n  A u g u s t ,  1929.
T h i s  i s  t h e  o c c a s i o n  a t  w h ich  Mark S c h o r e r  r e l a t e s  
Lewis a p p e a r e d  " f a n t a s t i c a l l y  d r u n k . "

S p eech  t o  t h e  R o t a r y  C lub  on l a d i e s - n i g h t  i n  R u t l a n d ,  V e r 
m ont ,  d u r i n g  S e p te m b e r ,  1929. Lewis p r a i s e d  t h e  
n a t u r a l  b e a u t y  o f  Vermont and  u r g e d  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  
t o  p r e s e r v e  i t .

S peech  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
P i t t s b u r g h  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  December 13, 1929.

S p eech  t o  t h e  PEN Club  a t  a  d i n n e r  g i v e n  a t  t h e  H o t e l  Com
modore i n  h o n o r  o f  L e w i s ' s  w in n in g  t h e  Nobel  P r i z e  
on November 25 ,  1930. He u r g e d  t h a t  a u t h o r s h i p  be 
t a k e n  a s  s e r i o u s l y  by A m er ican s  a s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
and f o o t b a l l .

"A m er ican  F e a r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  Sw edish  Academy 
and n o t e d  g u e s t s  i n  t h e  S to c k  Exchange H a l l  on Decem
b e r  12, 1930.

R ad io  a d d r e s s  o v e r  a S to ck ho lm  s t a t i o n  i n  December, 1930;
Lewis t a l k e d  a b o u t  h i s  boyhood l i f e  i n  M in n e s o ta .

Speech  b e f o r e  t h e  A n g lo -S w ed ish  S o c i e t y  i n  G o thenb u rg  i n  
December ,  1930; Lewis a g r e e d  w i t h  Henry Van Dyke 
t h a t  W i l l a  C a t h e r  s h o u l d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  Nobel  
P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e .

R ad io  i n t e r v i e w  o v e r  a B e r l i n  s t a t i o n  i n  December, 1930;
Lewis s t a t e d  h e  was a lw ay s  f i r s t  an  A m erican  though  
h e  g r e a t l y  r e s p e c t e d  E u ro p e .

S peech  a t  a  d i n n e r  b e f o r e  t h e  A m erican  Newspaper  C o r r e s 
p o n d e n t s  ' A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h e  Savoy i n  London d u r i n g  
F e b r u a r y ,  1931;  Lewis t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  " t o r t u r e "  o f  
h i s  p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e s .

Speech  a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  High S c h o o l  i n  W a sh in g to n ,  D. C . , d u r 
i n g  March ,  1931;  t h i s  was t h e  a d d r e s s  t h a t  t h e
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D a u g h te r s  o f  t h e  Am erican  R e v o l u t i o n  r e f u s e d  t o  
a l l o w  Lewis t o  p r e s e n t  i n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  H a l l .

"Am erican  L i t e r a t u r e  Comes o f  A g e ,"  a s p e e c h  g i v e n  i n  Town 
H a l l ,  New York C i t y ,  on March 1 9 , • 1 9 3 1 .

Impromptu s p e e c h  a c c u s i n g  T heodore  D r e i s e r  o f  p l a g i a r i s m
b e f o r e  an  a u d i e n c e  o f  w r i t e r s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  and p u b 
l i s h e r s  a t  a d i n n e r  o f  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Club h o n o r 
in g  R u s s i a n  n o v e l i s t ,  B o r i s  P i l n y a k ,  on March 19,
1931.

" F i e l d s  f o r  N o v e l i s t s , "  a s p e e c h  t o  t h e  League f o r  P o l i t i c a l  
E d u c a t i o n  w h ich  p r a i s e d  t h e  n a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  i n  
Am erican  l i t e r a t u r e  g i v e n  i n  l a t e  March, 1931.

D i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  H. G. W e l ls  on t h e  t o p i c  " V i s i t i n g  B r i t 
i s h e r s , "  b e f o r e  a lu n c h e o n  o f  t h e  R a i l r o a d  Club i n  
O c to b e r ,  1931.

"A C o n s e r v a t i v e  M e n ac e ,"  a s p e e c h  b e f o r e  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
A r t s  and S c i e n c e s  i n  November, 1931.

Speech  a t  a  d i n n e r  commemorating t h e  1 0 0 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  
t h e  b i r t h  o f  A l f r e d  Nobel  i n  December, 1933.

Speech b e f o r e  D ar tm ou th  s t u d e n t s  i n  w hich  Lewis l a s h e d  o u t  
a g a i n s t  Communism d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1935.

"Enemies o f  t h e  B ook ,"  s p e e c h  g i v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  American  
B o o k s e l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  on May 11, 1936.

L e c t u r e  t o u r  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n  p u b l i c i z i n g  t h e  book,  ^  C a n ' t  
Happen H e r e . The t o u r  e x t e n d e d  from l a t e  O c to b e r ,  
1937, t o  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  1938. The t o p i c s  were  "The 
N o v e l i s t  a s  a  P r o p h e t , "  " I t  Has Happened H e r e , "  and 
"Main S t r e e t  R e v i s i t e d . "  He l e c t u r e d  i n  tw e n ty - tw o  
c i t i e s ;  t h e  t o u r  began i n  New York and p r o g r e s s e d  on 
t o  such  p l a c e s  a s  Cedar  R a p id s ,  Iowa; Norman, O k la 
homa; T u l s a ,  Oklahoma; Law rence ,  K a n sa s ;  M ilwaukee ,  
W is c o n s in ;  C h ic a g o ,  I l l i n o i s ;  A lb u q u e rq u e ,  New Mexico;  
Los A n g e le s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ;  and Lewis ended t h e  t o u r  on 
F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1938, i n  W a sh in g to n ,  D. C.
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Speech  t o  t h e  American  B o o k s e l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  March ,
1938; Lewis d e fe n d e d  i v o r y  to w e r  l e a r n i n g .

Impromptu c u r t a i n  sp e ec h  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  a s  t h e
h e r o ,  Doremus J e s s u p ,  i n  h i s  p l a y ,  " I t  C a n ' t  Happen 
H e r e , "  i n  C o h a s s e t ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  on A ugus t  19,
1938. Lewis p l e a d e d  t h a t  f a s c i s m  n o t  be a l l o w e d  t o  
h ap p en  i n  Am erica .

" P r o v i n c i a l i s m , "  a s p e e c h  b e f o r e  t h e  j o i n t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
M in n e s o ta  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1939.

Speech i n  C hicago  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1939. T h i s  i s  t h e
sp e ec h  i n  which Lewis made t h e  rem ark  a b o u t  D o ro thy  
Thompson: " I  a l s o  am m a r r i e d  t o  a v e r y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d
woman. She d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  t h e  NBC b u i l d i n g  t e n  
y e a r s  a g o . "

Mem oria l  r em ark s  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  o f  E r n s t  T o l l e r  i n  
May, 1939.

L e c t u r e r  b e f o r e  h i s  w r i t i n g  c l a s s  o f  tw e n ty - tw o  s t u d e n t s  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W is c o n s in  d u r i n g  t h e  f a l l  o f  1940. 
Lewis met t h e  c l a s s  o n l y  f i v e  t i m e s .

Radio  t a l k  s u p p o r t i n g  F r a n k l i n  R o o s e v e l t  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  on November 1, 1940.

"How Not t o  W r i t e  P o p u l a r  S t o r i e s , "  a s p e e c h  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  
body o f  B en n in g to n  C o l l e g e  on May 19, 1941.

Speech p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  g o l d  medal  award o f  t h e  L im i t e d  E d i 
t i o n s  Club t o  E r n e s t  Hemingway i n  November, 1941.

D e b a te s  w i t h  Lewis Browne on t h e  t o p i c s  : "Has t h e  Modern
Woman Made Good?" "The C o u n t ry  v e r s u s  t h e  C i t y , "  
"Machines  v e r s u s  No M a c h i n e s , "  and "Can F a s c i s m  
Happen H e re? "  They d e b a t e d  i n  c i t i e s  l i k e  Newark, 
S y r a c u s e ,  Ann A r b o r ,  D ay ton ,  O l i v e t ,  and a t  t h e  
Town H a l l  i n  New York C i t y .  The t o u r  e x te n d e d  
t h r o u g h  J a n u a r y  11, 1942; p a r t  o f  t h e  t o u r  was c a n 
c e l e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s '  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
war .
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L e c t u r e r  b e f o r e  h i s  s t o r y - w r i t i n g  c l a s s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
M in n e s o ta .  Lewis a p p e a r e d  f o r  t h r e e  tw o - h o u r  s e s 
s i o n s  d u r i n g  J a n u a r y ,  1942.

" E n v i ro n m e n t s  D o n ' t  Make W r i t e r s , "  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  
Hamline  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S a i n t  P a u l ,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1942.

Speech  a t  t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  i n  Sauk C e n t r e  on 
i t s  s e v e n t y - f i f t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  on May 17,  1942.

" S t a y  W est ,  Young Woman," a s p e e c h  t o  t h e  L a d i e s '  L i t e r a r y  
S o c i e t y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a ,  May, 1942.

L e c t u r e r  t o  h i s  w r i t i n g  c l a s s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M in n e s o t a  
d u r i n g  t h e  f a l l  o f  1942. F o r t y - f i v e  s t u d e n t s  a t 
t e n d e d  t h e  c l a s s  d u r i n g  O c to b e r  and November, b u t  
o n l y  t w e n t y - n i n e  were  e n r o l l e d  f o r  c r e d i t .

Radio  t a l k  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  war  s a v i n g s  d r i v e  f o r  t h e  War S a v 
i n g s  S t a f f ,  S p e a k e r s  D i v i s i o n  on s t a t i o n  WQXR, a t  2 
p. m. on March 28 ,  1943.

D e b a te s  w i t h  Lewis Browne d u r i n g  O c t o b e r ,  November, and
December o f  1943. They a p p e a r e d  i n  S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  
Spokane ,  S e a t t l e ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  Kansas  C i t y ,  D a l l a s ,
New O r l e a n s ,  San A n to n io ,  H o u s to n ,  Iowa C i t y ,  and 
Town H a l l  i n  New York C i t y ;  t h e  t o u r  c l o s e d  i n  
T o r o n t o ,  Canada ,  i n  l a t e  December o f  1943.

"What t h e  Young W r i t e r s  A re  Up T o , "  a s p e e c h  b e f o r e  a d i n n e r  
m e e t in g  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on March 13,  1944; 
t h e  a d d r e s s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  c o n te m p o r a r y  l i t 
e r a r y  c u l t u r e  was i n  f i n e  form.

Speech  a t  a Madison S qu a re  Garden  R a l l y  s u p p o r t i n g  F r a n k l i n  
R o o s e v e l t  f o r  a f o u r t h  te rm  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  S ep tem b er  22 ,  1944,

Radio  t a l k  s u p p o r t i n g  R o o s e v e l t  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  on s t a t i o n  WEAF, 
November 1, 1944.

D e b a te s  w i t h  Lewis Browne d u r i n g  t h e  f a l l  o f  1944. They
t o u r e d  towns l i k e  K ankakee ,  C h ic a g o ,  E l g i n ,  L a f a y e t t e ,  
and i t  was i n  Kankakee on November 14, 1944 t h a t  
Lewis l e a r n e d  o f  h i s  s o n ' s  d e a t h  i n  t h e  w ar .
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"The A r t i s t ,  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  and  t h e  P e a c e , "  a  r a d i o  s p e e c h
f o r  .lie Opera  V i c t o r y  R a l l y  s e r i e s  b r o a d c a s t  from t h e  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Opera  H o use ,  New York ,  on December 16,
1944.

S e c o n d in g  s p e e c h  f o r  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  B e r n a r d  De Voto  f o r  mem
b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  i n  November, 1944.

"The E x c i t e m e n t  o f  L e a r n i n g , "  a commencement a d d r e s s  b e f o r e  
t h e  S t a t e  T e a c h e r ' s  C o l l e g e  i n  D u l u t h ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  
d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1945.

"The C r a f t  o f  W r i t i n g  (and t h e  A r t  o f  R e a d i n g ) , "  a  s e r i e s  o f  
summer l e c t u r e s  i n  D u lu th  from Ju n e  20 t o  J u l y  24 ,
1945.

L e c t u r e  t o  a t e a c h e r s  c o l l e g e  i n  B e m i d i j i ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  d u r 
i n g  t h e  summer o f  1945.

L e c t u r e  t o  C a r l e t o n  C o l l e g e  a t  N o r t h f i e l d ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  d u r i n g  
t h e  summer o f  1945.

L e c t u r e  i n  W ash in g to n ,  D. C . , d u r i n g  th e  f a l l  o f  1945.

Speech  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  C olumbia  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  C o lum bia ,
S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  on November 19, 1945.

Speech  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  B e n e d i c t  C o l l e g e ,  a  Negro B a p t i s t
i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  C o lum bia ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  i n  November,
1945. Lewis was w o rk in g  on K in g s b lo o d  R o y a l .

S p e e ch  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  f o r
N eg ro es  a t  O ran g ebu rg .  Lewis p r a i s e d  t h e  l i t e r a r y  t a l 
e n t  o f  R i c h a r d  W r ig h t .  Speech  was g i v e n  November, 1945.

Speech  t o  a b a n q u e t  o f  t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce i n  Sauk C e n t r e  
d u r i n g  O c t o b e r ,  1947.

L e c t u r e  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L e i 
d e n ,  H o l l a n d ,  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1949.

S peech  t o  t h e  U nione  F l o r e n t i n e  i n  t h e  P a l a z z o  S t r o z z i ,  on 
A p r i l  2 0 ,  1950;  t h e  s p e e c h  p r a i s e d  t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  
F l o r e n c e  and Lewis ad ded  t h a t  h e  was f i n i s h i n g  a 
n o v e l  i n  w h ich  t h e  h e r o  w ould  l i v e  a w h i l e  i n  F lo re n ce .


