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THE OPINION OF NEGRO CHILDREN TOWARD WHITES

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION

Origin  of the Study 

Frequent ly ,  Negro teache rs  wonder what t h e i r  Negro 

s tuden ts  th ink  of white people .  As l i f e  in  America becomes 

p e r s i s t e n t l y  more complex, c h i ld ren  are  confronted with the 

cons tan t  n e cess i ty  fo r  making cho ices .  This task becomes 

in c re as in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  in  our Southern b i - r a c i a l  soc ie ty  in 

which t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  and guiding p r i n c i p l e s  are  being 

chal lenged .  The c h i ld  i s  confused by the c o n f l i c t  between 

those p r i n c i p le s  he has been taught  as r i g h t  and those of 

expediency and s e l f  i n t e r e s t  which he sees being p ra c t i c e d .  

Making wise choices  becomes a major problem of successfu l  

l i v i n g .

Some Negroes th ink  t h a t  no white man i s  a f r i e n d  to 

the Negro. Other Negroes th ink  t h a t  the white man i s  a 

g r e a t e r  f r i e n d  to the Negro than the Negro i s  to  h imself .  

Also, Negroes th ink  t h a t  both the white  man and the Negro 

could be f r i e n d ly  or  h o s t i l e  to  each o ther  to any degree,  

depending upon how both are t r a in e d  and the ex te n t  to which

1
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accomodations occur in the soc ie ty  to u t i l i z e  such t r a i n i n g .

Some persons b e l ieve  th a t  i t  i s  out of the opinions 

of one person toward another  t h a t  tone of voices comes. With

one, the voice s tays  f r e e  and warm and easy with  no con

sciousness  of t h i s ;  w i th  another  the tone i s  hard and r e 

se n t fu l  although there  i s  concentra ted  e f f o r t  to keep i t  

o therwise .  I t  i s  be l ieved  th a t  opinions of in d iv id u a ls  to 

ward one another  determine some mannerisms, e . g . , r e l a x a t io n  

and ease or obvious c r i t i c a l  comment with tenseness .  Opin

ions a re  cu r ious  th in g s ;  they show themselves in  untold

fash ions  and cause un to ld  harmful e f f e c t s ,  i f  not  known. I f

the opinions are  known, the unfavorable opinions may be 

changed through e f f e c t i v e  teaching to more d e s i r a b le  opin

io n s .  School teache rs  and school o f f i c i a l s  should c e r t a i n l y  

know the opinions of t h e i r  Negro s tudents  toward whites  i f  

they a re  to f i t  the curr iculum to the needs, i n t e r e s t s ,  and 

a b i l i t i e s  of t h e i r  s tuden ts  and i f  they expect continued 

adequate f i n a n c i a l  and moral support by the public  fo r  public  

educa t ion .

For many years  some in d iv id u a ls  have been haunted by 

th ree  obsess ions :  (1) t h e i r  d i s l i k e  f o r  in d iv id u a ls  who w i l l

say what they do not  mean, (2) t h e i r  d i s l i k e  f o r  in d iv id u a ls  

who w i l l  not  say what they mean, and (3) t h e i r  d i s l i k e  fo r  

in d iv id u a l s  who w i l l  remain s i l e n t  when they should speak. 

Most in d iv id u a ls  of the b i - r a c i a l  South l iv e  behind a wall  

or  screen which in some degree hides t h e i r  t rue  thoughts .
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f e e l i n g s ,  b e l i e f s ,  d e s i r e s ,  l i k e s ,  and d i s l i k e s .  This i s  

e s p e c ia l ly  t rue  of the Southern Negro, who has kept s i l e n t  

too long on h i s  opinion toward w h i te s .  He has, in  the p a s t ,  

too of ten  l e t  the white man see and know too l i t t l e  of the 

Negro 's  r e a l  opinion of w h i te s .  He has kept  s e c r e t  h i s  own 

d e s i r e s ,  ambit ions ,  and sent iments .  Few, i f  any, t r a in e d  

and well-equipped psycho log is ts  have ever  repo r ted  resea rch  

t h a t  would br ing  to l i g h t  these  hidden s e c re t s  which the 

Negro has held dear  to h im sel f .  Yet,  there  i s  an impressive 

body of knoi edge concerning the Negro in  the United S ta te s  

amassed by s o c i o l o g i s t s .  One can f in d  an account of almost 

every a spec t  of Negro l i f e  in America. W ri te rs  have d i s p a r 

aged the jobs which a re  open to Negroes. They have d e t a i l e d  

exhaust ive  p i c tu r e s  of experience which Negroes undergo and 

to which they are  su b jec ted .  Too many of these w r i t in g s  

about the Negro have led to strange conclusions  about t h i s  

r a c e .  Too many impressions of the Negro have been highly 

erroneous.

I t  was upon these co n s id e ra t io n s  t h a t  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  

"Opinions of Negro C hi ldren  toward Whites,"  was undertaken.  

This i s  the framework wherein i t s  o r ig in  l i e s .

Statement of the Problem

The problem of t h i s  study i s  to i d e n t i f y  and compare 

the opinions of Negro school c h i ld ren  toward the white race 

as measured by an op in io n a i re .
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Purpose of the Study

I t  i s  the purpose of t h i s  study to in v e s t i g a t e  the

opinions of Negro s tuden ts  toward w h i te s .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y

t h i s  in v e s t ig a t i o n  seeks to answer the following quest ions :

1. Do the opinions of females d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

from those of males?

2. Do the opinions of  respondents  d i f f e r  on the 

b a s i s  of d i f f e r e n c e s  in age?

3. Do the opinions of respondents  a t  one g rad e - lev e l  

d i f f e r  from those of another?

4.  What are the opinions Negro publ ic  school s t u 

dents  hold toward white people?

L im i ta t ions  of the Problem

The study was confined to one school system in  the 

S ta te  of Louis iana.  I t  was f u r t h e r  l im i te d  to  the Negro 

c h i ld ren  of t h i s  system. I n q u i r i e s  were l im i ted  to s tudents  

in grades 5 through 12 who were c u r r e n t ly  e n ro l l e d  in t h i s  

school system during the spring of 1959. A d e l ib e r a t e  e f f o r t  

was made to survey a l l  s tu d e n ts .  The study was l im i ted  to 

the 342 respondents  who were p resen t  when the op in iona i re  

was adminis tered .

The problem of analyzing human opinions and motives 

i s  very complex, fo r  o f ten  the in d iv id u a l  i s  not f u l ly  aware 

of the in f luences  back of h i s  d e c i s io n s .  The r e a l  reason fo r  

what he does may conscious ly  or unconsciously  be suppressed.
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The r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h i s  type da ta  should not  be accepted as 

abso lu te ,  f o r  i t  i s  l im i ted  to opinions which may be used to 

compare respondents  by the "more or  l e s s "  type of judgment. 

For example, one may say unders tandably ,  "One respondent be

l i e v e s  one race  more ’ i n t e l l i g e n t ’ than another ,  or  t h a t  one 

respondent b e l i ev e s  one race i s  more ’m a t e r i a l i s t i c ’ than the 

o th e r . "  The measurements are  based upon the endorsement or 

the r e j e c t i o n  of the s ta tement .  The w r i t t e n  expression i s  

the opinion. This study i s  l im i te d  to opin ions .

Since the school o f f i c i a l s  and the respondents were 

promised anonymity and a l l  information  of a personal  na ture  

was to be kept c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  reasonable  to be l ieve  

th a t  the information given i s  r e l a t i v e l y  accura te  and v a l id .  

In the absence of a more r e l i a b l e  procedure of eva lua t ing  

Negroes’ opinions of w h i tes ,  the acceptance of the in d iv id u 

a l ’ s own response f o r  the d e c i s io n s  he makes w i l l  have to 

s u f f i c e ,  even though there  may be some element of weakness.

D e f in i t io n  of Terms

O pera t ional  d e f i n i t i o n s  of terms used in t h i s  study 

are  as fo l low s:

1. Opinion i s  the w r i t t e n  express ion  of the r e 

spondent in  answer to  an item on the instrument  provided him 

in t h i s  study.

2. Opinionaire  i s  the ins t rument  used in t h i s  study 

to enable respondents  to express  opinions on enumerated items.



6

3. Race r e f e r s  to  human beings as a c l a s s ,  e . g . , 

the Negro or  the whi te .

4. Normative-survey i s  a resea rch  method concerned 

with a d e s c r ip t io n  of f a c t s  and cond i t ions  as they e x i s t ,  

without  imposit ion of c o n tro l  upon f a c t o r s  in f luenc ing  the 

m a te r i a l s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

Method and Procedure of the Study

The method here in  employed i s  p r im ar i ly  of the nor

mative-  survey type.  The da ta  were obtained from those con

cerned through:  ( l )  o p in io n a i r e s , and (2) correspondence.

The method followed in  the formation of the ques t ionna ire  i s  

a v a r i a t i o n  of the 84 a d je c t iv e s  used by Katz and Braly ,^  

and used again in a cooperat ive  study by Meenes^ in  1935 and 

1942. The s ty le  of the ques t ionna ire  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  but  i t  

meets the r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  requirements  e s tab l ish ed  

by F e s t in g e r  and Katz.^

Other procedures of the study include the following:

1. Adminis tra t ive  permission and cooperat ion were 

secured from the proper  school o f f i c i a l s .

^Daniel Katz and Kenneth Braly , "Racial  Stereotypes 
of One Hundred College S tudents ,"  Journal  of Abnormal and 
Social  Psychology. XXVIII (1933-34), pp. 280-90.

^Max Meenes, "A Comparison of Racia l  S tereotypes of 
1935 and 1942," Journal  of Social  Psychology. XVII (1943), 
pp. 327-36.

^Leon F e s t in g e r  and Daniel Katz, Research Methods 
in  the Behavioral  Science (New York: The Dryden Press ,
1953), pp. 340-53.



2. The op in iona i re  was used on s tu d en ts ,  grades 

IV-XII and co llege  l e v e l s ,  as a p i l o t  study to t e s t  i t s  r e 

l i a b i l i t y .

3. The a id  of persons in key p o s i t io n s  in  charge of 

the s tuden ts  was used in helping adm in is te r  the o p in io n a i re .  

Three hundred for ty - two o p in io n a i re s ,  each c o n s i s t in g  of 40 

quest ions which could be answered by responding " t r u e , "  

" l e s s , "  "the same," or " I  don’ t  know," were used in  the 

in v e s t ig a t i o n .

4. Complete i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  adminis ter ing  accom

panied the o p in io n a i re .

5. The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  of the des i red  da ta  were 

determined.

6. The da ta  obtained through the op in iona i re  were 

t ab u la ted .

7. The Chi-Square s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t  was used in

analyzing the s ig n i f ic an c e  of d i f f e ren c e  in  opinion among

the s tuden ts .

Value of the Study

The soc ie ty  of the South i s  b i - r a c i a l .  The f in d in g s  

of t h i s  study should rev ea l  da ta  t h a t  should help the people 

of the southern s t a t e s  enjoy a happier  l i f e  in  t h a t  so c i e ty .

Important  information t h a t  may help teache rs  with

t h e i r  programs of so c ia l  s tu d ie s  may be a v a i la b le  through 

t h i s  s tudy. This information should help teachers  unders tand



8

t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  more f u l l y .  Through such information  as the 

study provides  we can know why remarks of some in d iv id u a ls  

c a l l  f o r t h  resentment or  why the remarks of o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  

may i r r i t a t e  or  annoy. This study should help  Negroes and 

w h i tes  unders tand why they f e e l  comfortable  and serene when 

with c e r t a i n  human beings ,  but  f e e l  ready to explode when 

with o th e r s .

In the conduct of public  educa t ion ,  school o f f i c i a l s  

are  faced with many problems, among which a re :  (1) keeping

school c u r r i c u l a  u p - to -d a te  and in harmony with  accepted 

recognized school needs, and (2) ob ta in ing  continuous and 

adequate f i n a n c i a l  and moral support  by the p u b l ic .  In order 

to accomplish these  purposes,  harmony of unders tanding be

tween Negroes and whites  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  Requ is i te  to  t h i s  

harmony and understanding i s  an a p p re c ia t io n  of opinions of 

Negro s tu d e n ts  toward w h i te s .  These opinions should be known 

to school a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  lay c i t i z e n s ,  and the s tu 

dents  themselves. This knowledge of Negro s tudent  opinions 

toward w h i tes  may improve (1) unders tanding of the educa

t i o n a l  needs of a l l  the s tuden ts  of a community, (2) the edu

c a t io n a l  program, and (3) the q u a l i ty  of t h a t  program.

Organizat ion  of the Study

The study has been divided in to  c h ap te r s ,  the f i r s t  

of which i s  concerned with the i n t ro d u c t io n  of the study.  I t  

g ives  the o r ig in  and s ig n i f ic an c e  of the study and i t  inc ludes
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the s ta tement and l im i t a t i o n s  of the problems as well  as the 

purpose of the study. The method and procedure of the study 

are descr ibed  and d e f i n i t i o n s  of terms are  s t a t e d .  Chapter 

I I  c o n s i s t s  of a review of r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e .  Chapters I I I  

and IV descr ibe  the a n a ly s i s  of the da ta ,  while a summary of 

the f in d in g s  and some conclusions and recommendations are  

p resented  in Chapter V.



CHAPTER I I  

REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE

T r a i t s  A t t r ibu ted  to Negroes by Negro W ri ters

Excerpts  from the l i t e r a t u r e  on t r a i t s  a t t r i b u t e d  to 

Negroes by Negro authors  are  important  because these concepts 

of the Negro 's  own t r a i t s  may be compared with the concepts 

of white a u th o rs .  The Negro concept of the Negro may a lso  

be compared with  the concepts  the Negro holds of w h i tes .  A 

b e t t e r  a p p re c ia t io n  of "opinions of Negroes toward whites" 

may be had i f  one knows something about the concepts Negroes 

hold toward o ther  Negroes.

Negro authors  have had much to say about Negro char

a c t e r ,  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  and c u l t u r e .  The abundance of l i t e r a 

tu re  on t h i s  su b je c t ,  by Negro au thors ,  has made i t  necessary 

to p re sen t  exce rp ts  from only a few c a r e f u l ly  se lec ted  pub

l i c a t i o n s ,  which seem to be a f a i r  r e p re se n ta t io n  of near ly  

a l l  p o in t s  of view on the sub jec t  of Negro c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

in d ica ted  in the w r i t in g s  of Negro w r i t e r s .

General Opinions of Negro Authors of Negroes

W. E. DuBois makes the following general  s ta tements:

10
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Europe has never produced and never w i l l  in  our day 
br ing  f o r t h  a s ing le  human soul who cannot be matched 
and over-matched in  every l i n e  of human endeavor by Asia 
and A fr ica .  Run the gamut, i f  you w i l l ,  and l e t  us have 
the Europeans who in sober t r u th  over-match N e f e r t a r i ,  
Mohammed, Rameses, and Aski, Confucius ,  Buddha, and 
Jesus  C h r i s t .  I f  we could scan the ca lendar  of thousands 
of l e s s e r  men, in  l ik e  comparison, the r e s u l t  would be 
the same; but we cannot do t h i s  because of the d e l i b e r 
a t e l y  educated ignorance of schools by which they remem
b e r  Napoleon and fo rg e t  Sonni A l l .

. . .  I  hear  h i s  mighty cry r e v e rb e ra t in g  through 
the world, ’ I am w h i t e ! ’ Well and good, 0 Prometheus, 
d iv ine  t h i e f !  I s  not the world wide enough fo r  two 
c o lo r s ,  f o r  many l i t t l e  shin ings  of the sun? Why, then ,  
devour your own v i t a l s  i f  I answer even as proudly, ’ I 
am b l a c k ! ’ 1

William F e r r i s ^  says: "The colored  man i s  not  psy

c h o lo g ica l ly  d i f f e r e n t  from o ther  in d iv id u a l s . "

An a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  by the l a t e  p re s id en t  of Fisk 

U n iv e rs i ty ,  Char les  S. Johnson, and appearing in the New 

York Times magazine sec t ion  of Sunday, September 23, 1956, 

has been r e p r in t e d  and appears in the Journal  of Negro Edu

c a t i o n . In t h i s  a r t i c l e  Dr. Johnson rep o r ted :

The Southern Negro viewpoint i s  more broadly n a t io n a l  
than r e g io n a l .  There are very few, i f  any. Southern Ne
groes who do not want f u l l  American c i t i z e n s h i p ,  even 
though there  are undoubtedly those who, i f  they have had 
i t ,  would make no b e t t e r  use of i t  than some of t h e i r  
white  c o u n te rp a r t s .  In philosophy, the Southern Negro’ s 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  with  the na t ion  and not  with the 
Southern reg ion ,  which i s ,  in  s p i r i t ,  s e p a r a t i s t .

The p resen t  day Negro does not  share the b e l i e f  of 
the Southern white th a t  he i s  i n f e r i o r  as a human being ,  
even though he may earn lower wages and have fewer years

^W. E. Burghardt DuBois, Darkwater (New York: Har-
c o u r t .  Brace and Howe, 1920), pp. 39-40.

W i l l i a m  H. F e r r i s ,  The Afr ican Abroad (New Haven, 
Conn.: 1913), p. 302.
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of school ing .  Sixty or  seventy years  ago th e re  were 
many who ac ted  as i f  they b e l ieved  themselves i n f e r i o r ,  
a l though they no longer  a c t u a l l y  be l ieved  i t .  What i s  
f o r  whi te  Southerners most d i f f i c u l t  to unders tand ,  in  
these  days,  i s  the absence of both the b e l i e f  in  i n f e r 
i o r i t y  and the s imula t ion  of t h i s  b e l i e f .  More than 
t h i s ,  th e re  has been a measurable lo s s  of Negro r e s p e c t  
f o r  the white  p re tenders  to a s u p e r io r i t y  t h a t  can only 
be sus ta ined  by leg a l  s t a t u s  and i l l e g a l  v io le n ce ,  or 
the t h r e a t  of i t ,

, , , I t  i s  v a r io u s ly  expected t h a t  Negro Southern
e r s ,  as a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  l im i te d  s t a tu s  in the r a c i a l
system, would be b i t t e r  or h o s t i l e ,  or p a t i e n t  o r  i n d i f 
f e r e n t ,  They are  t y p i c a l l y  none of these .  I f  a gener
a l i z e d  a t t i t u d e  can be d e f in ed ,  i t  would be something 
c lo s e r  to fo rebearance ,

, , , The s te reo ty p es  and arguments in defense of
what i s  c a l l e d  the Southern way of l i f e  are put  f o r t h  by
Southerners  of presumed high r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  who a re ,  in 
f a c t ,  the g r e a t e s t  p re sen t  danger to American democracy, 

, , , There have been,  too,  a t tempts  to 'p ro v e '  t h a t  
Negro s tuden ts  in the a v a i l a b l e  Southern schools measure 
lower in  educa t iona l  achievement than white s tu d e n ts .
But Negro youth in Ohio, where there  are  b e t t e r  schools 
a v a i l a b l e ,  measure h igher  in  the comprehensive i n t e l l i 
gence t e s t s  f o r  army r e c r u i t s  than the white youth of 
every s t a t e  in  the South except  F lo r id a ,  where th e re  has 
been much migra t ion  from the North,^

Robert Morton, in  h i s  book. What the Negro T hinks .

wrote;

This  advance in i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  c u l t u r e ,  and worldly 
e s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  element of the race  has made 
has convinced them by obse rva t ion  and comparison t h a t  
th e re  i s  no e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between white people 
and black people to w arran t  such d i sc r im in a t io n  as  i s  
p r a c t ic e d  a g a in s t  N e g r o e s , 2

William Pickens says:

C har les  S, Johnson, "A Southern Negro 's  View of the 
South,"  Jou rna l  of Negro E d uca t io n . XXVI (Winter, 1957), 
pp, 4 -6 ,

R o b e r t  R, Morton, What the Negro Thinks (New York: 
1929), p. 45,
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T i l l  t h i s  day the Negro i s  seldom frank to the white 
man in America. He says what he does not mean; he means 
what he does not  say.

. . . This i s  one reason f o r  the g re a t  misconception 
in  the white race  re sp ec t in g  the d e s i r e s ,  ambit ions and . 
sent iments of the b lack .^

William Thomas c h a ra c te r iz e d  the Negro thus;

The negro i s  immoral; he must be endowed with moral
i t y .  He i s  lazy ,  and th e re fo re  needs to be made indus
t r i o u s .  He i s  a coward; he must acquire  courage. His 
conscience i s  dead, h i s  i n t e l l e c t  dense, one must be 
r e s u r r e c te d ,  and the o ther  se t  aflame by the l i g h t  of 
heaven.

Not only do negroes lack the a b i l i t y  to acquire  c l e a r  
and concise  knowledge of ideas  and th in gs ,  but in t h a t  
which they appear to understand there  i s  fo reve r  wanting 
judgment in i t s  use .

Negroes are  always c r e a tu r e s  of impulse; consequently 
they laugh and c ry ,  not t h a t  the r i d ic u lo u s  e x c i te s  them 
to  merriment o r  p i ty  to tenderness ;  . . .  he t a l k s  to  be 
n o t ic ed ,  not to e n t e r t a i n ,  reason ,  convince, acq u i re ,  or 
convey information ,  but simply and so le ly  to put himself  
in  evidence f o r  e g o t i s t i c a l  d i sp lay  and the g r a t i f i c a 
t io n  of personal  v a n i ty .  . . . R eal ly ,  the i n f e r i o r i t y  
of the negro in  mind, morals,  judgment, and c h a ra c te r  
i s  such th a t  th e re  i s  no doubt t h a t  some very p la u s ib le  
confirmatory evidence of the ju s tn e s s  of the simian 
theory of human o r ig in  might be derived from a c lose  
in sp e c t io n  of h i s  demeanor.^

Thomas f u r t h e r  s t a t e s :

The negro r e p r e s e n t s  an i n t r i n s i c a l l y  i n f e r i o r  type 
of humanity, and one whose predominant c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
evidence an a p t i tu d e  f o r  a low order  of l i v in g .

. . . Physical  d i s a b i l i t y  i s  an unquestioned f a c t . 3

^William Pickens , The New Negro (Chicago: Reed
Smith, 1958), p. 516 quoted in Race.

^William H. Thomas, The American Negro (New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1901), p. 116.

^ I b i d . .  p. 139.
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Opinions of Negro Authors regarding 
Mental T r a i t s  of Negroes

Benjamin Brawley wrote about the Negro’ s mental

t r a i t s  :

The most se r ious  charge brought a g a in s t  the Negro 
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  i s  t h a t  he has not yet  developed the g rea t  
c r e a t i v e  or organiz ing mind th a t  po in ts  the way of c i v i 
l i z a t i o n .  He most c e r t a i n l y  has no t ,  and in t h i s  he i s  
not very un l ike  a l l  the o ther  people in  America. . . .  I f  
America has not ye t  reached her  he ight  a f t e r  th ree  hun
dred years  of s t r i v i n g ,  she ought not to be impat ien t  
with  the Negro a f t e r  only s ix ty  years of oppor tun i ty .
But a l l  s igns go to prove the assumption of l im i te d  i n 
t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  fundamentally f a l s e .  Already some 
of the younger men of the race have given the h ighes t  
p oss ib le  promise .!

Daniel Culp^ w r i t e s :  "The Negro has demonstrated in

t h i r t y - f i v e  years  a capac i ty  fo r  education equal to th a t  of 

the white man."

Speaking of mental t r a i t s  of the Negro, Thomas sa id :

As the negro scorns d e t a i l s ,  h i s  i n t e l l e c t ,  we take 
i t ,  i s  so c o n s t i t u t e d  as to be incapable of in d e fa t ig a b le  
re sea rch  or  luminous p e n e t ra t io n ,  and, so f a r  as we can 
see,  h i s  ch ie f  mental o u t f i t  i s  nothing more than a 
f a c i l e  memory f o r  unconnected su b je c t s .  He always sees 
th ings  in  mass, with n e i th e r  f a c u l ty  fo r  c lose  observa
t io n  nor a p t i tu d e  f o r  a n a l y t i c a l  d e t a i l , 3

^Benjamin Brawley, The Social  His tory  of the Ameri
can Negro (New York: 1921), p. 382.

n
Daniel W. Culp ( e d . ) .  Twentieth Century Negro L i t 

e ra tu re  (Chicago: Univers i ty  of Chicago, 1902), p. 288
quoting G i l b e r t .

3
Thomas, op. c i t . .  p. 116.
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Opinions of Negro Authors regard ing  
Emotional T r a i t s  of Negroes

Crogman and Kle tz ing^ expressed t h e i r  opinion about 

the emotions of Negroes when they sa id ;  "The Negroes a re  an 

emotional  people;  the emotions are  the ro o t s  from which the 

a e s t h e t i c  sentiments sp r ing ."

Opinions of Negro Authors regarding 
Aesthet ic  T r a i t s  of Negroes

Margaret Butcher be l ieved  th a t  the Negro has demon

s t r a t e d  h i s  a r t i s t i c  a b i l i t y :

With the Negro’ s in c reas ing  i n t e g r a t i o n  in to  American 
l i f e  as a whole, h i s  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  the s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i 
c a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  f a b r i c  of the na t ion  were more widely 
acknowledged and unders tood.  In the f o r t i e s ,  Hollywood 
made a conscious e f f o r t  to revea l  the Negro to home and 
overseas audiences in a sympathetic and r e a l i s t i c  manner 
as opposed to the old buffoon s te reo ty p es ;  and Negro 
musicians ,  dancers ,  and a c to r s  were widely p u b l ic ize d .
The l i t e r a t u r e  by and about Negroes tended more to u n i 
v e r s a l i z e  Negro l i f e  and exper ience ,  s t r e s s in g  the same
ness of human exper iences  r e g a r d l e s s  of r a c i a l  d i f f e r 
e n c e .2

Merle Eppse^ wrote ,  "The Negro’ s na t ive  musical g i f t  

i s  u n iv e r s a l ly  recognized."

V i l l i a m  H. Crogman and H. F. K le tz ing ,  The Progress 
of Race (Chicago: 1898;, p. 37.

O
Margaret J u s t  Butcher,  The Negro in American Cul

tu re  (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, I n c . ,  1956), p. 289,

3
Merle R. Eppse, The Negro Too in  American History  

(Chicago: Univers i ty  of Chicago, 1949), p. 70.
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T r a i t s  A t t r ib u ted  to  Negroes by White W ri te rs

Opinions of White Authors about Negroes

Thomas Je f fe rson ,  in  h i s  Notes on the S ta te  of V i r 

g i n i a . wrote;

Deep rooted p re ju d ice s  e n te r t a in e d  by the w h i tes ;  
ten thousand r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  by the b lacks ,  of the i n j u r 
i e s  they have sus ta ined ;  new provoca t ions ;  the r e a l  d i s 
t i n c t i o n s  which nature  has made; and many o the r  circum
s tan ces ,  w i l l  d iv ide  us in to  p a r t i e s ,  and produce con
vu ls ions  which w i l l  probably never end but  in the e x t e r 
mination of the one or the o the r  r a c e .  . . .  To these  
o b je c t io n s ,  which are p o l i t i c a l ,  may be added o th e r s ,  
which a re  physica l  and moral.  . . .  We w i l l  cons ider  
them he re ,  on the same stage with  the w h i te s ,  and where 
the f a c t s  are not aprocyphal on which a judgment i s  to 
be formed. I t  w i l l  be r i g h t  to  make g r e a t  allowances 
f o r  d i f f e r e n c e  of cond i t io n ,  of educa t ion ,  of conver
s a t io n ,  of the sphere in  which they move. . . .  In music, 
they are  more genera l ly  g i f t e d  than the w hi tes  with  ac
cu ra te  e a r s  fo r  rhythm and tune.-*-

The above quota t ion  by Thomas J e f fe r so n  seemed to 

suggest  t h a t  Negroes have sus ta ined  i n j u r i e s ,  and provoca

t io n s  because of deep-rooted p re ju d ice s  of the w h i te s .  I t  

i s  be l ieved  t h a t  J e f fe r so n  would cons ider  the two races  equal 

when allowances are made f o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  of educa t ion .

Bertman Karon p re sen ts  a f u l l e r  unders tanding of the 

nature  of human beings ,  as the fo l lowing exce rp ts  w i l l  i n d i 

c a te :

The Negro c h i ld  may f ind  himself  expected to  show 
deference in  the face  of i n s u l t s .  He w i l l  be presen ted  
with a hum il ia t ing  p ic tu r e  of the Negro as d i r t y ,  s h i f t 
l e s s ,  lazy ,  happy-go-lucky, smelly, ignoran t ,  t reacherous,

^Thomas Je f f e r s o n ,  Notes on the S ta te  of V i rg in ia  
(Chapel H i l l :  The U n ive rs i ty  of North C a ro l in a  P re s s ,  1955),
pp. 138-39.
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s u p e r s t i t i o u s ,  and cowardly, and he may f ind  himself  ex
pected to l i v e  up to t h i s .  He may f ind  himself  o ffe red  
inadequate segregated schooling,  and he may f ind  h imself  
forced to leave school and work f o r  a l i v in g  a t  an e a r ly  
age (p. 3 ) .

From the white man’ s s tandpo in t ,  the most important  
r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  the ban on in te rm ar r iag e .  . . . From the 
Negroes’ s tan dp o in t ,  t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  the l e a s t  im
p o r ta n t  (p. 5 ) .

The p ra c t i c e  of white men to keep Negro concubines 
i s  r a r e  in the North and becoming r a r e  in the South, 
but  i l l i c i t  sexual  l i a i s o n s  between white men and Negro 
women are  by no means r a r e  in e i t h e r  sec t ion  (p. 18).

In the South, . . .  a white man may force  h i s  a t 
t e n t io n s  on Negro women, who can n e i t h e r  defend them
se lves  nor expect  defense from anyone e l s e .  . . . For 
a Negro man in  the South to f l i r t  in  any way or to the 
s l i g h t e s t  degree with  a white woman i s  to  endanger h is  
l i f e .  . . .

Southern whi tes  l i k e  to pe rpe tua te  the myth th a t  
they ’know’ t h e i r  Negroes, ye t  the e t i q u e t t e  they have 
forced upon the Negro preven ts  them from knowing any
thing except  the d e t a i l s  of t h e i r  very r i t u a l . 1

From the conclusions  s ta te d  by Karon, the following 

exce rp ts  were taken:

I t  has been c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  th a t  the c as te  sanc
t io n s  have an e f f e c t  upon the p e r s o n a l i ty  s t ru c tu re  of 
the people who f e e l  them, and th a t  t h i s  e f f e c t  i s  r e f l e c 
ted in  eleven c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The f a c t  t h a t  northern  
Negroes d i f f e r  from southern Negroes on p rec i se ly  the 
same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and in the same way as do nor thern  
whites  served to e l im ina te  the p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  these 
t r a i t s  rep resen ted  h e re d i ta ry  d i f f e r e n c e s  between Ne
groes and whites  (p . 171).

These f in d in g s  seem to confirm the widely held be
l i e f  among so c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  th a t  the most se r ious  emo
t io n a l  problem of the Negro concerns h i s  handling of 
aggress ion .  . . . One of the consequences of choking 
back one’ s anger may be a complete deadening of one’ s 
emotions (p.  172).

^Bertman P. Karon, The Negro P e r so n a l i ty  (New York: 
Springer  Publishing Company, I n c . ,  1958), pp. 1-3, 5, 18.
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Those who have been s in ce re ly  convinced t h a t  the 
c as te  system was good fo r  Negroes, or  t h a t ,  a t  w ors t ,  i t  
d id  them no harm, are now faced with the unpleasant  a l 
t e r n a t iv e  of r e -a p p ra i s in g  t h e i r  view of the s i t u a t i o n ,  
or of simply shu t t ing  t h e i r  eyes to the f a c t s  (p.  173).1

A fter  a lengthy p re s e n ta t io n  of excerp ts  from the 

w r i t in g s  of more than twenty-f ive  white au thors  on t r a i t s  

a t t r i b u t e d  to Negroes, Otto Klineberg concludes:

We may then suggest the following . . .  as a ’b o i l 
ing down’ of popular no t io ns ,  common-sense o bse rva t ions ,  
and s e m is c ie n t i f i c  pronouncements with r e sp ec t  to  the 
p e r s o n a l i ty  and behavior  of the Negro. Let us rep e a t  
once more t h a t  t h i s  i s  not a l i s t  of ’r a c e ’ c h a r a c t e r i s 
t i c s .  Any a t tempt to make a composite s c i e n t i f i c  p r o f i l e  
of Negro t r a i t s  would be immature in  the p resen t  s t a t e  of 
our knowledge. This l i s t  i s  a d e s c r ip t iv e  l i s t ,  based 
upon a f a i r  degree of consensus, of the i n t e r e s t s ,  h a b i t s ,  
and tendencies  which might serve to c h a ra c te r i z e  the 
’ t y p i c a l ’ Negro. In so f a r  as i t  has any v a l i d i t y ,  i t  
i s  of course more a pp l icab le  to the Negro masses than 
to the m inor i ty  of highly so p h i s t i c a t e d  and a c c u l tu ra te d  
Negroes.

Mental : R e la t iv e ly  low i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r e s t s ;  good
memory, f a c i l e  a s s o c i a t io n s  of ideas .

Temperamental: Gregariousness or high i n t e r e s t  in
so c ia l  c o n ta c t s ;  ph i lo sop h ica l  or g e t - th e -m o s t -o u t -o f -  
l i f e  type of adjustment;  high a e s t h e t i c  i n t e r e s t s ;  love 
of su b t l e ty  and in d i r e c t i o n ;  a d a p t a b i l i t y .

Emotional: Warmer emotional tone in every sphere of
l i f e ;  l e s s  i n h i b i t i o n  of the express ion  of emotion.

A esthet ic  : Love of music and dance; ora tory  and
power of s e l f - e x p r e s s io n ;  high i n t e r e s t  and a p p re c ia t io n  
of the a r t i s t i c .

Economic : R e la t iv e ly  low i n t e r e s t  in m a te r ia l
th in g s ,  such as care  of money, p roper ty ,  t o o l s ,  e t c . ;  
l i n e  of l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e  in h a b i t s  of work; r e l a t i v e  
lack of s e l f - r e l i a n c e .

Personal  Morals : Double standard of morals and
e t h i c s ,  i . e . ,  one f o r  h i s  behavior  toward Negroes and 
another  f o r  h i s  behavior  toward w h i tes ;  personal  honesty, 
e . £ . ,  not up to standard in behavior  toward w h i tes ;  in 
sexual  conduct , h igher  i n t e r e s t  in sex, high sexual i n 
dulgence,  and l a r g e r  sphere of permissive sex r e l a t i o n s .

l l b i d . .  pp. 171-73.
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Family and Home L i f e ; R e la t iv e ly  low s o l i d a r i t y ;  
high frequency.

Relig ion  and the Sup e rn a tu ra l ; Rather  high emotional 
tone;  p e r s o n a l i z a t io n  of God and s a i n t s ;  high i n t e r e s t  in 
’ s u p e r s t i t i o n * —i . e . i  b e l i e f  in  va r ious  supe rna tu ra l  
fo rces  and ways of c o n t ro l l in g  them.

Law Observance; R e la t ive ly  high incidence of so c ia l  
d i so rd e r :  drunkenness, f i g h t i n g ,  gambling, p e t ty  s t e a l 
ing, e t c . ;  resentment a g a in s t  the white man’ s law.

Public  Manners: Tendency toward ex t rov e rs ion  in
public  c o n ta c t s ;  easy s o c i a b i l i t y ,  loud t a l k ;  r e l a t i v e  
c a re l e s sn e s s  in  speech and d re s s .

Race P r i d e : Not ye t  highly developed; i n f e r i o r i t y
f e e l in g s  common; acceptance of white s tandards of phys i 
c a l  beauty to a la rge  e x te n t .

Race Consciousness and Leadersh ip : Lack of cohesion;
high in t ra -g ro u p  c o n f l i c t  and c leavage;  d i s t r u s t  of le a d 
e r s ;  lack of strong race-wide l e a d e r s h ip .

The above p r o f i l e  of t r a i t s  i s  s t i l l  f a r  from s a t i s 
f a c t o r y .  I t  con ta ins  much t h a t  involves  personal  judg
ment and i t  makes r a t h e r  sweeping s ta tements  which d i s 
regard  c la s s  and c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i th in  the Negro 
group. I t  i s  submitted however, as a b a s i s  f o r  f u r t h e r  
d iscuss ion  and r e sea rch ,  with f u l l  knowledge t h a t  i t  i s  
in need of a good deal  of r e v i s io n .^

The p o s i t io n  of psycho log is t  Frank McGurk i s  repor ted  

as fo l lows by Time :

Psycholog is t  Frank McGurk of Vil lanova  Univers i ty  
. . . claimed in U.S. News & World Report t h a t  Negroes 
have l e s s  capaci ty  f o r  education than w h i te s .  . . .  18 
psycho log is ts  and so c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  from such i n s t i t u 
t io n s  as Harvard, Columbia, Michigan and the Menninger 
Foundation f l a t l y  denied the McGurk t h e s i s .  Though 
Negro c h i ld ren  g en e ra l ly  do not  do as wel l  in  school as 
the whites  sa id  the 18, t h e i r  showing has nothing to  do 
with  na t ive  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  but  i s  only the r e s u l t  of in 
f e r i o r  background and s c h o o l i n g . 2

Regarding McGurk’ s p o s i t io n .  Time r e p o r t s  the con

c lu s io n  of the 18 psycho log is ts  as fo l low s:  "The conclusion

l o t t o  Klineberg ( e d . ) .  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the Ameri
can Negro (New York: Harper and Bro thers ,  1944), pp. 18-19.

^Time. October 29, 1956, p. 81.
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i s  inescapable  t h a t  any dec is io n  to use d i f f e r e n c e s  of the 

average achievement of the two r a c i a l  groups as a b a s i s  f o r  

c l a s s i f y i n g  in  advance any in d iv id u a l  c h i l d ,  Negro or w hi te ,  

i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  u n j u s t i f i e d . " ^

O l iv e r  Quinn s t a t e s :

The r a c i a l  behavior  of e a r l i e r  g en e ra t io ns  grew out 
of a s o c ia l  order  t h a t  no longer  e x i s t s ,  . . . Oppor
t u n i t i e s  f o r  p a ren ts  to teach r a c i a l  behavior  are  fewer 
than they used to be, and the le s so n s  can not  be so 
thoroughly lea rned .  Since the m as te r - se rv an t  r e l a t i o n 
ship and a l l  the p r a c t i c e s  ap p ro p r ia te  to i t  a re  so 
l i t t l e  in  evidence,  the old v e r b a l i z a t i o n s  and s t e r e o 
types are  los ing  some of t h e i r  a u th o r i t y .  . . .

Indeed, i n d i r e c t  verba l  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  given by the 
simple expedient  of l e t t i n g  the c h i ld  ’ overhear '  a d u l t  
co n versa t io n ,  accounts  f o r  most of the s te reo typed  v e r 
b a l i z a t i o n s  in terms which young people express  them
se lves  about Negroes.2

Reed Smith s t a t e s  the fo l low ing:  "The Negro i s  a

su p e r l a t iv e  a c to r  and pantomimist,  and l e t s  the white  man see
Q

and know j u s t  what the Negro wishes him t o —and no more."

S te c k le r  i n t e r p r e t e d  the f i n d in g s  of h is  ques t ion 

n a i re  study of Negro co l lege  s tuden ts  as an a t tempt by 

the Negro middle c l a s s  to i d e n t i f y  with s te reo typed  white 

m id d le -c la s s  va lues  and to d i s s o c i a t e  i t s e l f  from o ther

^ I b id . ,  p. 81.

O l i v e r  Westbrooke Quinn, "The Transmission of Racia l  
A t t i tu d e s  among White Southerns."  in  Edgar T. Thompson and 
E v e re t t  C. Hughes ( e d s . ) .  Race (Glencoe, 111.: The Free
P re ss ,  1958), pp. 452-56.

^Reed Smith, "The Unknowable Negro," in Edgar T. 
Thompson and E v e re t t  C. Hughes ( e d s . ) .  Race (Glencoe, 111.: 
The Free P re s s ,  1958), p. 516.
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Negroes . i

Anne Walker wrote:

Negroes have an admirat ion f o r  the b e s t  white people ,  
what they c a l l  ’ q u a l i ty  white f o l k s . ’ They have c u l t i 
vated s tandards  f o r  themselves.

You w i l l  meet with Negroes who d iscuss  the so -c a l l e d  
d i s c r im in a t io n s  with b i t t e r n e s s ,  but  with  shrewdness,2

Harry J ,  Walker’ s p o s i t io n  i s  in d ica ted  by:

The s te reo type  image of the Negro in h e r i t e d  from two 
c e n tu r i e s  of s lavery  i s  being destroyed by mass communi
c a t io n s ,  school i n t e g r a t i o n  and s tu d ie s  by so c ia l  s c ien 
t i s t s ,  according to Dr. Harry J .  Walker, p ro fe s so r  of 
sociology a t  Howard U n iv e rs i ty .  Addressing the B a l t i 
more Urban League, Dr. Walker sa id:  ’Research has e s 
t a b l i sh e d  beyond a doubt th a t  no race  has c la im to 
exce l lence .

Summary of Opinions of Negroes 
by Negro W ri te rs

In genera l  Negro authors  ass ign  to Negroes t r a i t s  

s im i la r  to those which white au thors  a ss ign  to  Negroes. The 

most s t r i k in g  dev ia t ion  from t h i s  p a t t e r n  i s  seen in the 

w r i t in g s  of W. H. Thomas. The ideas  expressed by him were 

so extreme and derogatory as to suggest t h a t  he f a l l s  in  the 

c l a s s  of w r i t e r s  descr ibed  by Klineberg:

One might wel l  wonder whether Thomas’ exce rp ts  had 
been placed in  the wrong column. As a m at te r  of f a c t ,  
Thomas was a Negro, and h is  indic tment  of h is  race  in

^George A. S te c k le r ,  "A u th o r i ta r ian  Ideology in Ne
gro Col lege S tuden ts ,"  The Journal  of Abnormal and Social  
Psychology. LIV (January,  1957), pp. 396-99.

2Anne Kendrick Walker, Tuskeqee and the Black Belt  
(Richmond, Va.: The Dietz  Press ,  I n c . ,  1944), p. 77.

^Harry J .  Walker, J e t ,  March 26, 1959, p. 25.
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h i s  book, The American Negro. What He I s  and What He May 
Become. i s  perhaps the worst  which has been penned by an 
American s ince  the c i v i l  war. . . .  He a r r iv e d  a t  a f e e l 
ing of b i t t e r n e s s  and d e sp a i r  concerning h is  people; and 
then ,  as i f  he had completely disowned them, he s a t  in  
judgment on them. . . . they p a r a l l e l  in  a s t r i k in g  way 
the ideas  of the more biased  white w r i t e r s  as to  the 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the Negro.1

As a r e a l  c o n t r a s t  to  the w r i t in g s  of Thomas, the 

w r i t in g s  of o th e r  Negro authors  have the tone of de fens ive 

ness .  This i s  to  be expected and in some cases  might have 

served b e s t  to  have been more de fens ive .  I t  i s  conceded 

th a t  from the l i t e r a t u r e  read there  i s  a d i f f e re n c e  in pe r 

s o n a l i ty ,  c u l t u r e ,  and behavior  between Negroes and w h i tes .  

But i f  the moral judgments, im p l ica t ions  of i n f e r i o r i t y ,  and 

many exaggera t ions  are  deducted from the popular  s te reo ty p es ,  

there  w i l l  be l e f t  a more v a l id  p ic tu re  of d i f f e r e n c e s  be

tween the two ra c e s .

Summary of Opinions of Negroes 
by White Authors

A fter  surveying the l i t e r a t u r e ,  one can observe th a t  

there  i s  a f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t  agreement among white au thors  

in t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i z a t io n  of Negroes. There i s  a tendency 

fo r  many of the c u r ren t  common s te reo typ es  about Negro t r a i t s  

to keep reappea r ing ,  e . g . ,  l a z in e s s ,  sexual looseness ,  super

s t i t i o n ,  n a tu r a l l y  more musical than w h i tes ,  and rowdiness, 

to  mention a few. With few exceptions the Negro i s  spoken 

of in an unfavorable  manner by white w r i t e r s  of the p a s t .

^Klineberg, op. c i t . .  p. 15.
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Contemporary w r i t e r s  are  more fav o rab le .  From the white 

w r i t e r  the Negro rece ives  h is  b e t t e r  comments in the a rea  

of a e s t h e t i c s .  White au thors  imply over and over t h a t  Negro 

t r a i t s  are inborn.  Negro w r i t e r s  deny t h i s .

Robert  T. K er l in  expressed h i s  idea  of the opinions 

held by white e d i t o r s  when he wrote:

The white e d i t o r  p o s i t iv e ly  ignores  the opinion of 
the black man as expressed through the Negro jo u r n a l .  
Year in  and year out you may read the white  jo u rn a l s  of 
the s t a t e  and you w i l l  ge t  nothing t h a t  r e f l e c t s  the 
r e a l  psychology of the black man. The only thing you 
may f ind  in white jo u rn a l s  i s  the exaggera t ion  of h i s  
f a u l t s  and the express ion  of some p a r t i c u l a r  Negro who 
may happen to say what the white e d i t o r  would want 
s a i d . l

Opinions of Negroes toward Whites 
I r r e s p e c t iv e  of the Author 's  Race

There was not an abundance of l i t e r a t u r e  devoted to 

opinions of Negroes toward w h i tes .  An a n a ly s i s  has been 

made of the few s tud ies  found which a re  r e l a t e d .

A study by Bayton and B y o u n e ^  analyzed s te reo types  

held by 152 Negro s tuden ts ,  102 of whom were col lege  s tudents  

and 50 who were high-school s tu d e n ts .  These s tud e n ts ,  a l l  

from the S ta te  of Louis iana, were given a l i s t  of a d je c t i v e s  

and were asked to i d e n t i f y  those which they bel ieved  were 

most d e s c r ip t iv e  of the Negro American as w e l l  as severa l

^Robert T. K e r l in ,  The Voice of the Negro (New York: 
E. P. Dutton and Company, 1919), p. 3.

2james A. Bayton and C, P. Byoune, "Racio-National  
S tereo types  Held by Negroes," Journal  of Negro E duca t ion .
XVI (August, 1947), pp. 49-56.
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other  r a c i o - n a t io n a l  groups.  The i n v e s t i g a t o r s  concluded 

th a t  the Negro a r r i v e s  a t  h i s  s t e reo ty p es  of the Negro 

through personal  c o n ta c t ,  as do the w h i t e s .  They found 

propaganda to  be the main medium. The Negroes s tud ied  be

l iev ed  t h a t  the white Americans were g rasp ing ,  d e c e i t f u l ,  

c ru e l ,  and quick tempered.

Negro c h i ld ren  e x h ib i t  a more favorab le  a t t i t u d e  

toward the whites  than do the whi tes  toward Negroes, a c 

cording to f in d in g s  of B i rd .^  He t e s t e d  393 white boys and 

g i r l s  and 31 Negro boys and g i r l s  in  the t h i r d  and f i f t h  

grades in  two schools of separa te  d i s t r i c t s  in Minneapolis 

in  an e f f o r t  to determine the acceptance or  r e j e c t i o n  of 

Negroes by white s tuden ts  and t h e i r  p a re n t s .  The d a ta  f u r 

th e r  revea led  t h a t  Negro a d u l t s  in  the community s tud ied  had 

achieved a l e v e l  of formal education approximately equal to  

t h a t  of the w h i te s .  The Negro c u l t u r a l  l e v e l  was a l s o  found 

equal to  t h a t  of w h i te s ,

Boynton and Mayo^ conducted a study of a t t i t u d e s  of 

177 Negro boys, 207 Negro g i r l s ,  199 white boys, and 261 

white g i r l s .  These s tuden ts  were in  b i - r a c i a l  schools in 

Tennessee. The same ques t io nn a i re  was used by both groups,

^Charles Bird e t  a l . .  " I n f i l t r a t i o n  and A t t i tu d e s  of 
White and Negro Paren ts  and C h i ld re n ,"  Journal  of Abnormal 
and Social  Psychology. XLII (June, 1952), pp. 688-99.

n
Paul L. Boynton and George D. Mayo, "A Comparison 

of C e r ta in  A t t i t u d i n a l  Responses of White and Negro High 
School S tudents ,"  Journa l  of Negro E duca t ion . XI (October, 
1942), pp. 487-94.
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Negro and w hi te .  The f in d in g s  revealed  t h a t  the re  was almost 

complete agreement between the r aces  on ques t ions  of lega l  

e q u a l i ty  and educa t iona l  and physica l  s t a tu s  of the Negro as 

compared to the whi te .  There was a pronounced d i f fe rence  in 

a t t i t u d e  between the r ac e s  in  the area  of s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  The 

g r e a t e s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e ren c e  was found to e x i s t  in  the 

o lder  age groups in  high schools .  The sex made no s i g n i f i 

cant  d i f f e ren c e  in t h e i r  op in ions .  The i n v e s t i g a t o r s  con

clude t h a t  as s tudents  grow o ld e r ,  in s tea d  of a "growing 

unders tanding" between the r a c e s ,  there  i s  considerable  

evidence of growing d i f f e r e n c e s  between them. They a t t r i b u t e  

these  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  which were s i g n i f i c a n t ,  to s h i f t s  in  the 

opinions of the Negro s tuden ts  r a t h e r  than in  those of the 

white  s tuden ts .

Cothran made a study of Negro conceptions of white 

people .  The study was designed to d iscover  the u n iv e r s a l 

i t y ,  un i fo rm ity ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  and i n t e n s i t y  of these  concep

t i o n s .  Since the study was made in Louis iana,  i t s  f ind ings  

a re  e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  to  t h i s  t h e s i s .  Cothran te s te d  

the hypothes is  th a t  "m idd le -c lass  Negroes a re  more favorable  

in  t h e i r  conceptions of white  people than are e i t h e r  upper- 

or low er-c lass  Negroes." The in v e s t i g a t o r  concluded th a t  

lo w er-c la ss  Negroes are  more unfavorable  in t h e i r  s t e r e o 

typed conceptions of white people than e i t h e r  the middle- or 

the u p p e r -c la s s  Negroes and t h a t  m idd le -c la s s  Negroes possess 

the most favorable  conceptions .  The study involved more than
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200 conceptions of white people secured from 341 Negroes. 

Cothran concluded th a t  the se lec ted  Negro s te reo types  of 

white people a re  widely known in  Negro so c ie ty ;  t h a t  there  

i s  a high degree of uniformity in response;  t h a t ,  in  most 

in s ta n c e s ,  Negro conceptions a re  in  the d i r e c t i o n  of unfav

orableness ;  and th a t  the lower c l a s s  i s  more in te nse ly  un

favorable  than e i t h e r  the upper or the middle c l a s s . 1

Katz and Braly^ i d e n t i f i e d  the twelve c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

most f r eq u en t ly  assigned to Negroes. In rank order  he l i s t e d

them as fo l lows :

S u p e r s t i t i o u s  Musical Phys ica l ly  d i r ty
Lazy O s ten ta t ious  Naive
Happy-go-lucky Very r e l i g i o u s  Slovenly
Ignorant  Stupid Unre l iab le

The same study revealed the following twelve charac

t e r i s t i c s  assigned to whites  in rank order :

In d u s t r io us  Progress ive Aggressive
I n t e l l i g e n t  Pleasure  loving S t ra igh tforward
M a t e r i a l i s t i c  A ler t  P r a c t i c a l
Ambitious E f f i c i e n t  Sportsmanlike

I t  was f u r t h e r  brought out th a t  the g r e a t e s t  degree of agree

ment f o r  a s ing le  t r a i t  f o r  any r a c i a l  group was reached when 

84 per cent  of the s tuden ts  voted the Negro s u p e r s t i t i o u s .

The i n v e s t i g a t o r s  gave laz in e ss  as t y p ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

chosen by th r e e - fo u r th s  of the s tu den ts .  About one-ha l f  of

^Tilman C. Cothran, "Negro Conceptions of White 
People,"  American Journal  of Socio logy. LVI ( Ju ly ,  1951), 
pp. 458-67.

^Daniel Katz and Kenneth Braly ,  "Racial  S te reotypes  
of One Hundred College Students ,"  Journal  of Abnormal and 
Social  Psychology. XXVIII (Apr i l -June ,  1933), pp. 280-907
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the s tuden ts  assigned indus t ry  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  to whites 

and o n e - th i rd  assigned whites  as being m a t e r i a l i s t i c  and 

ambit ious .^

M e e n e s ^  made a comparison of r a c i a l  s te reo types  of 

1935 and 1942. In December, 1935, 160 Negro s tudents  a t  

Howard U n ive rs i ty  were given the Katz and Braly^ l i s t  of 84 

words f o r  the study of s t e r e o ty p e s .  The study was repeated 

in  February,  1942, involving 137 s tuden ts  of Howard and 

using the same words used in 1935. The assigned c h a r a c t e r 

i s t i c s  of the compared groups are  given below as the s tudents  

ranked them.

1935 Negroes 

musical
very r e l i g io u s  
s u p e r s t i t i o u s  
happy-go-lucky 
loud
p leasure  loving
jo v ia l
im i ta t iv e
o s te n ta t io u s
t a l k a t i v e
generous
kind

1942 Negroes

s u p e r s t i t i o u s
musical
p leasure  loving 
very r e l i g i o u s  
happy-go-lucky 
loud
im i ta t iv e
f a i t h f u l
o s t e n ta t io u s
gregar ious
j o v i a l

•̂ I b i d .

^Max Meenes, “ A Comparison of Racial  S tereotypes of 
1935 and 1942," Journal  of Social  Psychology. XVII (Febru
a ry ,  1943), pp. 327-36.

Katz and Braly ,  op. c i t . .  p. 283.
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1935 White Americans 1942 White Americans

i n t e l l i g e n t  i n t e l l i g e n t
m a t e r i a l i s t i c  p leasu re  loving
conce ited  p rogress ive
p rogress ive  conce ited
ambitious m a t e r i a l i s t i c
i n d u s t r io u s  ambit ious
p leasure  loving sportsmanlike
mercenary so p h is t i c a te d
d e c e i t f u l  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  minded
o s t e n t a t i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c
e f f i c i e n t  in d u s t r io u s
b o a s t fu l  aggress ive
s o p h i s t i c a t e d

The fo l lowing r e s u l t s  were r ep o r ted :

I t  i s  ev iden t  t h a t  in  1942 the su b je c t s  were much
more h e s i t a n t  about c h a ra c te r i z in g  r a c i a l  groups, p e r 
haps because they had been more deeply impressed with 
the u n fa i rn e s s  of r a c i a l  s te reo ty pes  (p.  331).

The a t t i t u d e s  of our Negro su b je c t s  toward White
Americans seem to have grown more fa v o ra b le .  The 1935 
p ic tu r e  inc ludes  such words as mercenary, d e c e i t f u l ,  
and b o a s t f u l ,  but  these  terms drop out of the 1942 p i c 
t u r e .  However, 27 per cent  of our sub jec ts  in both 
years  considered the White American conceited  (p. 333).

The s te r e o ty p e s  obtained in 1942 agree in large  
measure with  those found in 1935.1

A t t i tu d e s  of s tuden ts  in  Negro schools were compared

by Prothro  and Jensen^ in 1952. Approximately 100 to 150

s tuden ts  each a t  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  Alabama Polytechnic

I n s t i t u t e ,  F lo r id a  A. and M. Col lege ,  and F lo r id a  S ta te

U nive rs i ty  were involved in  the study. Some f ind ings  were:

1-Meenes, op. c i t . .  pp. 331 and 333.

^E. Terry Prothro  and John A. Jensen, "Comparison of 
Some Ethnic and R e l ig ious  A t t i tu des  of Negro and White Col
lege Students  in the Deep South," Social  F o rc e s . XXX (Octo
b e r ,  1952), pp. 426-38.



29

(1) The a t t i t u d e  of Negro s tuden ts  toward whites  was no more 

favorab le  than t h a t  of the w hi tes  toward Negroes; (2) a t t i 

tudes of both Negroes and w hites  toward Jews were genera l ly  

favorab le ;  and (3) a s l i g h t  but  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was 

found between Negroes'  a t t i t u d e s  toward the church and t o 

ward w h i te s .

Of 202 Negro c h i ld re n  in New York City  Public 

Schools, the following f in d in g s  are  repor ted  by T ren t ,  the 

i n v e s t ig a to r ;

1. C hi ld ren  who were most s e l f - a c c e p t in g  expressed s i g 
n i f i c a n t l y  more p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e s  toward both Ne
groes and w hi tes  than did c h i ld ren  who were l e a s t  
s e l f - a c c e p t in g  (p. 30) .

2. There were no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  between the 
ambivalent and the most s e l f -a c c e p t in q  in  a t t i t u d e  
toward both Negroes and w hites  (p .  30) .1

Summary

There appears to  be only a l im i te d  amount of l i t e r a 

tu re  devoted to opinions of Negroes toward w h i te s .  There i s ,  

however, cons iderab le  l i t e r a t u r e  on the Negro which forms the 

basic  ideas  of near ly  a l l  white people in  the Southern b i -  

r a c i a l  s o c ie ty .  Many volumes have been w r i t t e n  by white 

w r i t e r s  who maintain  t h a t  they know the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 

the Negro. What of the Negro 's  c h a r a c t e r i z a t io n  of the white 

man? Negro w r i t e r s  have w r i t t e n  about t h e i r  own t r a i t s  and

^Richard D. T ren t ,  "The R e la t ion  between Expressed 
Self-Acceptance and A t t i tu d e s  toward Negroes and Whites among 
Negro C h i ld ren ,"  Journal  of Genetic  Psychology. XCI (August, 
1937), pp. 25-31.
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they have w r i t t e n  about the t r a i t s  of the white man. But 

these are  not so wel l  organized,  s te reo typed ,  or  popularized 

as are those of the white au thor  who w r i t e s  about the Negro. 

Since the l a t t e r  has been subjec ted  to a l l  manner of deroga

tory  s te reo types  descr ibed  by white people , i t  seems lo g ic a l  

t h a t  h i s  own w r i t in g  and th inking  on t h i s  sub jec t  would have 

a defensive and o p p o r tu n is t i c  tone.  However, there  i s  a 

quest ion as to what the Negro a c tu a l ly  th inks  and what h is  

s te reo types  of the white man are  l i k e .  When i t  comes to the 

w r i t t e n  express ion  of Negro au thors  of the Negro’ s side of 

the case ,  there  i s  a v a i la b le  an abundance of l i t e r a t u r e  by 

Negro au thors  on t h i s  su b je c t .

An attempt has been made to review r e l a t e d  l i t e r a 

tu re  which touches upon the Negro’ s conception of h i s  own 

t r a i t s .  These se lec te d  exce rp ts  have been put  a longside  the 

se lec ted  excerp ts  from white a u th o rs .  When something was 

found in the l i t e r a t u r e  which gave an express ion of the 

Negro’ s opinion toward the w hi tes ,  t h i s  was used. Indeed, 

i t  i s  un fo r tuna te  t h a t  " the re  e x i s t s  no comprehensive sys

tematic survey of the s te reo ty pes  and b e l i e f s  concerning 

Negro c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . " ^  Most s tu d ie s  in  the l i t e r a t u r e  

seemed to be a t t i t u d e  s tu d ie s  and d i rec te d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  

to the i n v e s t i g a t io n  of the a t t i t u d e s  of the na t ive  white

^Guy B. Johnson, "The Stereotypes of the American 
Negro," in Otto Bluebey, C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the American 
Negro (New York: Harper and Bro thers ,  1944), p. 5.
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American popula t ion  toward minori ty  r a c i a l  elements and 

o ther  r a c i o - n a t io n a l  groups. There appear to be too few 

s tu d ie s  from the opposi te  d i r e c t i o n ,  namely, the i n v e s t i g a 

t io n  of the a t t i t u d e s  of the minori ty  and o ther  r a c io -  

n a t io n a l  groups toward each o th e r .^  In o ther  words, more 

work needs to be done on the opinions and a t t i t u d e s  of Ne

groes ,  Jews, Chinese,  and l ik e  groups,  toward white Ameri

cans, toward o ther  m in o r i t i e s ,  and toward themselves.

The l i t e r a t u r e  presented  he re in  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  

to the problem of t h i s  s tudy. F i r s t ,  the opinions of Negro 

authors  about Negroes were p resen ted ,  and then those of white 

w r i t e r s  about Negroes. Next the se lec te d  r e l a t e d  s tu d ie s  of 

Negroes toward w hites  were p resen ted .  F in a l ly ,  there  were a 

few se lec te d  reviews which are  r e l a t e d  to opinions of Negroes 

toward whites  in  a general  manner. No cla im i s  being made to 

having presen ted  more than a s e l e c t io n  of the p o ss ib le  a v a i l 

able  a t t i t u d e  s tu d ie s  of whites  toward Negroes. I t  i s  be

l i e v e d ,  however, th a t  a s u f f i c i e n t l y  la rge  and r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  

sample has been given to in d ic a te  what the consensus i s  with 

r e s p e c t  to the opinions of Negroes toward the American whi te .

James A. Bayton, "The Racial  S te reo types  of Negro 
College S tuden ts ,"  in  Gordon W. A l lpo r t  ( e d . ) .  Journal  of 
Abnormal and Social  Psychology (New York: The American
Psychological  Assoc ia t ion ,  I n c . ,  1941), pp. 36, 97.



CHAPTER I I I  

THE POPULATION

The Community 

The da ta  fo r  t h i s  study were secured from a north  

c e n t r a l  Louis iana community. There are  approximately f o r ty  

thousand people l iv in g  there  of which 45 per  cent  are Negroes, 

This community i s  a r i c h  farming sec t ion  and a m ajor i ty  of 

the people depend upon farming fo r  a l i v i n g .

The Respondents 

Table 1 shows th a t  out of the 342 s tudents  who r e 

sponded, 159 were boys and 183 were g i r l s .  The grade d i s 

t r i b u t i o n  of the respondents  r e v e a l s  t h a t  of the t o t a l  of 

342, 19 boys and 24 g i r l s  were in grade V; 23 boys and 11 

g i r l s  were in grade VI; 22 boys and 10 g i r l s  were in grade 

VII; 20 boys and 24 g i r l s  were in  grade V III ;  19 boys and 31 

g i r l s  were in grade IX; 31 boys and 30 g i r l s  were in grade X; 

11 boys and 34 g i r l s  were in  grade XI; and 14 boys and 19 

g i r l s  were in grade XII.

Of the 342 s tuden ts  responding, 14 were age 10, 29 

were age 11, 26 were age 12, 38 were age 13, 48 were age 14,

46 were age 15, 54 were age 16, 40 were age 17, 32 were age

32
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TABLE 1

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS BY SEX AND GRADE

Sex
Grade

Total
V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

Boys 19 23 22 20 19 31 11 41 159

G i r l s 24 11 10 24 31 30 34 19 183

Total 43 34 32 44 50 61 45 33 342

18, 11 were age 19, and 4 were age 20. Table 2 p re s e n t s  the 

average age of the respondents  by sex and grade.

Table 3 shows by grades the size  of the community 

where each respondent l i v e s .  The da ta  show t h a t  333 of the 

respondents  l ived  in a small town or  the country .  There 

were only 9 respondents  l i v in g  in a c i t y  of 5,000 or more 

popu la t ion .

Table 4 d e p ic ts  by grade with whom the respondents  

l iv e d .  Of the 342 respondents  s tud ied ,  207 l iv e d  with  both 

t h e i r  f a t h e r s  and t h e i r  mothers.  Living with mother only 

were 37; with  f a t h e r  only, 11. There were 16 respondents  

l iv i n g  with  persons o th e r  than t h e i r  p a ren ts ;  u su a l ly  they 

re s id ed  with  grandparen ts .  The da ta  show th a t  a few l ived  

with  an o ld e r  s i s t e r  or  an au n t .  Of the t o t a l ,  8 f a i l e d  to 

show with  whom they l iv e d .
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TABLE 2

AVERAGE AGE OF THE RESPONDENTS BY SEX AND GRADE

Average Age in Years
Grade

Boys G i r l s Both

V 10.8 10.3 10.5

VI 12.6 12.0 12.3

VII 13.6 13.2 13.4

VIII 14.2 14.0 14.1

IX 15.1 14.3 14.7

X 16.0 16.0 16.0

XI 17.2 17.1 17.1

XII 18.4 17.6 18.0

Averages 14.7 14.3 14.5

TABLE 3

RESIDENCE OF THE RESPONDENTS BY GRADE

Community
Grade

Size
V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

L OU&l

Country or 
small town 43 33 32 43 50 54 45 33 333

City  5,000 
- 50,000 0 1 0 1 0 7 0 0 9

T ota ls 43 34 32 44 50 61 45 33 342
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TABLE 4

HOME SITUATION OF THE RESPONDENTS BY GRADE

With Whom
Grade

Tota lThey Live
V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

Father  and 
Mother 38 27 21 30 43 50 35 26 270

Father 2 2 3 1 1 0 0 2 11

Mother 0 2 6 9 4 7 6 3 37

Other 2 3 2 2 2 1 4 0 16

Unknown 1 0 0 2 0 3 0 2 8

Tota ls 43 34 32 44 50 61 45 33 342

Table 5 p resen ts  the church preference  of the 342 

students  who responded to the ins t rum ent .  There was a 

m a jo r i ty ,  217, r ep o r t in g  B a p t i s t  as t h e i r  r e l i g io u s  p r e f e r 

ence.  Of the remainder there  were 114 C a th o l ic s ,  3 Metho

d i s t s ,  1 Jehovah’ s Witness,  and 7 who f a i l e d  to in d ic a te  the 

r e l i g i o n  of t h e i r  choice.

The Paren ts  of the Respondents

Age of Fa ther  and Mother 

The da ta  show t h a t  the average age of the f a t h e r  of 

the respondents i s  47.2 years  o ld .  The d a ta  a lso  show th a t  

the average age of the mother of respondents  i s  43.2 years .
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TABLE 5

CHURCH PREFERENCE OF RESPONDENTS BY GRADE

Grade
* 1 * TotalU t i l l U l l l J - l l d  L J . U I I

V VI VII VIII  IX X XI XII

B a p t i s t 38 31 0 41 28 37 30 12 217

C atho l ic 1 1 31 3 21 22 14 21 114

Methodist 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 3

Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Unknown 2 2 1 0 0 2 0 0 7

Total 43 34 32 44 50 61 45 33 342

TABLE 6

AVERAGE AGE OF 
BY GRADE

PARENTS OF RESPONDENTS 
OF RESPONDENTS

Parent

Grade
Total

V VI VII VIII  IX X XI XII
Average

Fa ther 48.7 45.6 45.3 48.8 48.0 46.0 46.1 49.6 47.2

Mother 45.4 40.4 41.7 43,0 48.2 41.2 41.4 45.0 43.2

Both
Paren ts 49.9 40.0 43.5 45.9 41.2 43.6 43.7 47.3 45.2



37

The average age of both p a re n t s  i s  45.2 years .  No r e l a t i o n 

ship i s  apparent between grade l e v e l  and average age of pa r 

en ts  as shown in Table 6.

Grade Completed in School 

Table 7 shows the average grade completed in  school 

by the pa ren ts  of the responden ts .  The average grade com

p le te d  in school by the f a t h e r  of the respondents  i s  5 .3 ,  

while t h a t  of the mother i s  5 .8 .  The average grade com

p le te d  in  school by both f a t h e r  and mother of the respond

en ts  i s  5 .5 ,  with a range from 0 to 10. The f i r s t  Negro

high school was e s t a b l i s h e d  in the community in  1948.

There i s  no co l lege  f o r  Negroes in the community.

TABLE 7

AVERAGE GRADE COMPLETED BY PARENTS 
BY GRADE OF RESPONDENT

Parent
Respondent ’ s Grade

Total
V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

Fa ther 5.7 5 .2  6.1 5.1 4.7 5.4 5.3 5.0 5.3

Mother 6.1 5.8  5.5 5.6 5.7 6.1 6.0 5.7 5.8

Both
Paren ts 5.9 5.5  5 .8 5.3 5.2 5.7 5.6 5.3 5.5
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Occupations of Respondents* Parents  

Table 8 r e v e a l s  the occupations of the paren ts  of 

the respondents .  I t  has been prev ious ly  s t a te d  th a t  a ma

j o r i t y  of the people depend upon farming f o r  a l i v i n g .  The 

da ta  revea led  t h a t  of the f a t h e r s ,  252 were farming.  F i f 

teen were s k i l l e d  workers,  and four  were u n sk i l l e d  workers.  

Sixty-two respondents  f a i l e d  to i d e n t i f y  the occupations of 

t h e i r  f a t h e r s .

Of the mothers of the respondents ,  108 were farmers ,  

87 were working as housewives, 64 were doing housework as 

maids, and 18 were working as cooks. S ix ty - f iv e  of the r e 

spondents f a i l e d  to rev ea l  the occupations of t h e i r  mothers.

Income of Respondents'  Pa ren ts  

An a n a ly s i s  of the da ta  revealed  th a t  there  were 

233 f a m i l i e s  out of the 342 rep o r t in g  making an annual i n 

come of below $2,000 and 66 fa m i l i e s  whose annual income ex

ceeded t h a t  f i g u r e .  The h ighes t  combined income repor ted  

was $6,000, while the lowest was $600, There were 43 r e 

spondents who f a i l e d  to show income of p a re n t s .  Table 9 

g ives  d a ta  concerning income of responden ts '  p a ren ts .

Home Ownership 

The home ownership s t a tu s  of pa ren ts  of the respond

en ts  i s  p resen ted  in Table 10, There are  105 paren ts  who 

own t h e i r  homes and 223 who do no t .  There were 14 respond

en ts  who did not answer the quest ion regarding  home ownership.
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TABLE 8

OCCUPATIONS OF PARENTS OF RESPONDENTS 
BY GRADE OF RESPONDENTS

Occupation
Grade of Respondent

Total
V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

Fathers

Farmer 38 26 22 29 42 45 26 24 252

S k i l led 2 2 1 1 1 4 2 2 15

Sem i-sk i l led 0 0 1 1 0 2 3 2 9

Unskil led 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 4

Unknown 3 6 8 12 7 9 14 3 62

Total 43 34 32 44 50 61 45 33 342

Mothers

Farmer 33 16 11 17 8 14 7 2 108

Housewife 0 0 0 0 19 20 27 21 87

Housework 2 13 10 10 3 13 5 8 64

Cook 1 0 1 0 14 2 0 0 18

Unknown 7 5 10 17 6 12 6 2 65

Total 43 34 32 44 50 61 45 33 342
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TABLE 9

DISTRIBUTION OF PARENTS BY COMBINED ANNUAL INCOME 
AND GRADE OF RESPONDENTS

Annual
Grade of  Respondent

Tota lIncome
V VI VII VIII; IX X XI XII

Belov $2,000 22 33 7 31 40 47 35 18 233

Above $2,000 9 1 5 7 7 13 9 15 66

Unknown 12 0 20 6 3 1 1 0 43

TABLE 10

DISTRIBUTION OF PARENTS BY 
AND BY GRADE OF

HOME OWNERSHIP 
RESPONDENTS

STATUS

S ta tu s  
of Home 

Dvmership

Grade of Respondent
Tota l

V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

Own homes 4 14 5 11 17 23 20 11 105

Do not  own 
homes 35 18 24 30 32 37 25 22 223

Unknown 4 2 3 3 1 1 0 0 14
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Summary

The community s tud ied  i s  b i - r a c i a l  with the people 

tending to l i v e  a normal southern b i - r a c i a l  l i f e .  Almost 

one-ha l f  of the popula t ion  are Negroes, a t  l e a s t  a m ajor i ty  

of whom depend upon farming fo r  t h e i r  l iv e l ih o o d .  The range 

of family income was found to be from $600 to $6,000 annual

l y ,  with  the major i ty  of f a m i l i e s  having an annual income 

below $2,000. Less than one-ha l f  of the f am i l i e s  own t h e i r  

homes.

Included in t h i s  study are  342 Negro school c h i ld re n  

l iv in g  in  t h i s  r i c h  farming a re a .  The populat ion  was made 

up of 159 boys and 183 g i r l s  from grades V through XII.  The 

average age of  the boys was found to be 15 years while t h a t  

of the g i r l s  was 14 y e a r s ,  thus giving an average age of 

14.5 y e a rs .  Almost a l l  of the respondents l ived  with both 

f a t h e r s  and mothers.

T y p ica l ly ,  according to age, the pa ren ts  were in  

t h e i r  f o r t i e s .  The youngest paren t  was found to be 21 years  

of age and the o ld es t  was 76. The average age f o r  f a t h e r s  

was 47 years  while the average f o r  mothers was found to  be 

43 y e a r s .  The average age,  in years ,  of both pa ren ts  was 

45.

The grade completed by paren ts  of the respondents  

ranged from 0 to 10. The average grade completed by the 

f a t h e r  was 5 and f o r  the mother, 6, with  the average of 

both p a re n t s  being 5 .5 .
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The church preference  of respondents  was t y p ic a l l y  

B a p t i s t  and C a th o l ic ,  but wi th  an approximate 2 to 1 r a t i o  

of B a p t i s t  p re fe ren c e .  There were a few Methodist  and 

one Jehovah*s Witness.



CHAPTER IV 

NEGRO STUDENT OPINION TOWARD WHITES

The Instrument Used in  the Study 

The purpose of t h i s  chap te r  i s  to p resen t  the r e 

ac t io n s  of respondents p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  t h i s  s tudy. The 

instrument used cons is ted  of 40 ques t ions  which could be 

answered by checking one of the fo l lowing:  " t r u e , "  " l e s s , "

" the same," or  " I  d o n ' t  know,"

Each of the f i r s t  20 sentences of the instrument 

began with the c lau se ,  "White people are  more . . ." The 

f i r s t  sentence, fo r  example, read:  "White people are  more

i n t e l l i g e n t  ( sm arte r)  than Negroes." Each of the sentences  

contained a t r a i t ,  under l ined ,  about which the respondent 

was asked to express h i s  opinion of whi tes  in comparison 

with  Negroes.

Each of the second 20 sentences of the instrument  

used in t h i s  study began with the c la u se ,  "Negroes a re  more 

. . . ," with the f i r s t  sentence of the group read ing ,  "Ne

groes are  more musical ( l i k e l y  to love music) than white 

people ."  Like the f i r s t  20 sentences ,  each of t h i s  group 

contained an underl ined  t r a i t  about which the respondent

43
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was asked to express h i s  opinion toward w hites  as compared 

w i th  Negroes, The words in  paren theses  of each sentence 

c l a r i f i e d  the i n t e n t  of the t r a i t  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

Throughout t h i s  c h ap te r ,  l i s t e d  in t a b u l a r  form, are  

the o p in ion a i re  items and numbers; the completed sentences 

f o r  each item are  in Appendix C.

Each t a b le  shows the frequency,  number, and per  cent  

of opinion of Negro c h i ld re n  toward w h i te s .  Because p e r 

centages  are given to the n e a re s t  whole number, i t  i s  not  

always po ss ib le  to derive  exact  t o t a l s  by adding component 

p a r t s .  In i n t e r p r e t i n g  these da ta  i t  must be remembered 

t h a t  Sentences 1 through 20 of the instrument began with 

the c la u s e ,  "White people are  more . . . "  and t h a t  Sentences 

21 through 40 began with  the c la u se ,  "Negroes are  more . . ." 

I t  was f e l t  t h a t  any expressed r e a c t io n  of 45 per  cen t  or 

more might be op in iona ted ,  th a t  any expressed r e a c t io n  of 

50 per  cen t  or  more might be highly op in iona ted .

Opinion toward Whites of Male 
and Female Negro Students

Table 11 shows respon d en ts ’ r e a c t i o n s ,  by sex, to 

the 40 items under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

Opinions of Boys

A m ajor i ty  of the boys were d e f i n i t e l y  opin ionated  

on some of the t r a i t s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  F i f t y - e i g h t  per  

cen t  be l ieved  t h a t  Negroes were more powerful p h y s ic a l ly ;



TABLE 11

FREQUENCY AND PER GENT* OF OPINION TOWARD WHITES 
OF MALE AND FEMALE NEGRO STUDENTS

Opinionaire  Item 
and Number

Boys (N = 159) G

irue j..e;;s The Same
I Don’ t  
Know irue

No. Per
cent No. Per 

■ cent No. Per
cent No. Per

cen t No.
Per
cent

Whites are  more than Negroes.
( t r a i t )

1. I n t e l l i g e n t 14 9 12 8 74 46 59 37 12 7
2. M a t e r i a l i s t i c 53 33 12 8 54 34 40 25 32 17
3. P rogress ive 41 26 12 8 60 38 46 29 43 23
4. Conceited 62 39 17 11 48 30 32 20 72 39
5. S e l f - c e n te re d 62 39 15 9 45 28 37 23 71 39

6. Ambitious 55 35 11 7 51 32 42 26 61 33
7. Sportsmanlike 43 27 45 28 51 32 20 13 37 20
8. S o p h is t i c a te d 33 21 15 9 33 21 78 49 47 26
9. S c i e n t i f i c 52 33 9 6 59 37 39 24 35 19

10. I n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 48 30 14 9 40 31 47 30 71 39

11. In d u s t r io u s 29 18 69 43 46 29 15 9 23 13
12. Aggressive 50 31 33 21 42 26 34 15 66 36
13. Mercenary 90 57 11 7 39 24 19 10 105 57
14. D e ce i t fu l 70 44 11 7 37 23 41 18 112 61
15. O s te n ta t io u s 51 32 15 9 47 30 46 29 50 27

16. E f f i c i e n t 42 26 29 18 66 41 22 14 35 19
17. Boast fu l 65 41 31 19 34 21 29 18 87 48
18. U g l ie r 47 30 24 15 49 31 39 24 68 38
19. U ntru th fu l 50 31 18 11 55 35 36 23 74 40
20. Thieving 52 33 16 10 50 31 41 26 61 33



TABLE 11

) PER CENT* OF OPINION TOWARD WHITES 
Æ AND FEMALE NEGRO STUDENTS

1 = 159) G i r l s (N = 183)

The Same
I Don’ t  
Know irue Less The Same I Don’ t  

Know

No. Per
cent No. Per

cen t No. Per
cent No. Per

cent No. Per
cen t No Per 

• cen t

ire more 

74

( t r a i t )  

46 59

than

37

Negroes.

12 7 20 11 113 62 38 21
54 34 40 25 32 17 11 6 119 65 21 11
60 38 46 29 43 23 12 7 94 51 34 19
48 30 32 20 72 39 8 4 78 43 25 14
45 28 37 23 71 39 11 6 72 39 29 16

51 32 42 26 61 33 15 8 73 40 34 19
51 32 20 13 37 20 34 19 85 46 27 15
33 21 78 49 47 26 16 9 68 37 52 28
59 37 39 24 35 19 15 8 110 60 23 13
40 31 47 30 71 39 13 7 73 40 26 14

46 29 15 9 23 13 69 38 81 44 10 5
42 26 34 15 66 36 26 14 64 35 27 15
39 24 19 10 105 57 12 7 48 26 18 10
37 23 41 18 112 61 10 5 28 15 33 18
47 30 46 29 50 27 19 10 78 43 36 20

66 41 22 14 35 19 46 25 92 50 10 5
34 21 29 18 87 48 26 14 47 26 23 13
49 31 39 24 68 38 18 10 59 32 38 21
55 35 36 23 74 40 10 5 68 37 31 17
50 31 41 26 61 33 10 5 78 43 34 19



TABLE l l- -C o n tin u e d

Boys (n = 159)

Opinionaire  Item 
and Number

True Less The Same
I Don't 
Know

No. Per
cent No.

Per
cent No.

Per
cent No.

Per
cent No

Negroes are  more than Whi
( t r a i t )

21. Musical 91 57 11 7 47 30 10 6 96
22. Relig ious 84 53 12 8 46 29 17 11 112
23. S u p e r s t i t i o u s 57 36 9 6 30 19 63 40 62
24. Happy-go-lucky 66 41 25 16 38 24 30 19 74
25. Powerful phys ica l ly 92 58 4 3 39 24 24 16 110

26. N ois ie r 82 51 12 8 45 28 20 13 96
27. Jo v ia l 56 35 18 11 60 38 25 16 84
28. Im i ta t iv e 44 28 16 10 58 36 41 26 50
29. F a i th fu l 61 38 14 9 50 31 34 21 63
30. Talkat ive 65 41 14 9 53 33 27 17 69

31. Generous 65 41 14 9 49 31 13 19 72
32. Kindly- 61 38 18 11 48 30 32 20 74
33. Lazier 35 22 39 24 67 42 18 11 20
34. Gregarious 59 37 14 9 55 35 31 19 66
35. P r e t t i e r 44 28 16 10 72 45 27 17 64

36. A th le t ic
37. Rapid
38. Cooperative
39. Drunkards
40. Happier

50
80
55
58
55

31
50
35
36 
35

21
7

17
13
16

13
4

11
8

10

60
59
58
60
59

38
37
36
38
37

28
13
29
28
29

18
8

18
17
18

69 
99
70 
52 
73

^Because percentages  are  given to the n e a r e s t  whole number, i t  i s  not 
by adding component p a r t s .



TABLE 11—C ontinued

)ys (N = 159 ) G i r l s  (N - 183)

;s The Same
I Don't 
Know True Less The Same

I Don ' t  
Know

Per
cent No.

Per
cent No.

Per
cent No.

Per
cent No.

Per
cent No.

Per
cent No.

Per
cen t

iroes a re  more
( t r a i t  

7 47 30 10

than
)

6

Whites.

96 52 5 27 67 37 15 8
8 46 29 17 11 112 61 7 4 52 28 12 7
6 30 19 63 40 62 34 12 7 59 32 50 27

16 38 24 30 19 74 40 19 10 71 39 19 10
3 39 24 24 16 110 60 11 6 38 21 24 13

8 45 28 20 13 96 52 16 9 66 36 5 3
11 60 38 25 16 84 46 7 4 72 39 20 11
10 58 36 41 26 50 27 12 7 77 42 44 24

9 50 31 34 21 63 34 16 9 80 44 24 13
9 53 33 27 17 69 38 20 11 68 37 26 14

9 49 31 13 19 72 39 14 8 56 31 41 22
11 48 30 32 20 74 40 16 8 72 39 21 11
24 67 42 18 11 20 11 36 20 107 58 20 11

9 55 35 31 19 66 36 17 9 64 35 36 20
10 72 45 27 17 64 40 12 7 81 44 26 14

13 60 38 28 18 69 38 9 5 61 33 44 24
4 59 37 13 8 99 54 4 2 62 34 18 10

11 58 36 29 18 70 38 22 12 64 35 27 15
8 60 38 28 17 52 28 10 5 99 54 22 12

10 59 37 29 18 73 40 17 9 75 41 IB 10

he n e a re s t  whole number, i t  i s  not always p o ss ib le  to derive  exact  t o t a l s
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57 per  cen t  in d ic a te d  t h a t  Negroes a re  more musical  than 

w h i te s ;  57 per  cent  a lso  were of the opinion t h a t  white p e r 

sons are  more mercenary than Negroes; 53 per cen t  f e l t  t h a t  

Negroes are  more r e l i g i o u s ;  51 per  cent  said Negroes are  more 

j o v i a l ;  and 50 per  cent  be l ieved  Negroes are  more r a p id .

Some of the boys f e l t  t h a t  race was not  a determining 

f a c t o r  on c e r t a i n  i tems.  Of th ese ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and p r e t t i 

ness were most o f ten  agreed upon by 46 per  cent  and 45 per  

cen t ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

Although 49 per cent  were unable to provide t h e i r  

opinions on s o p h i s t i c a t io n ,  there  was no in s tance  in which 

as many as 45 per  cent  expressed a " l e s s  than" response .

Opinions of G i r l s  

The r e a c t io n s  of the g i r l s  revea led  th a t  61 per  cen t  

were of the opinion th a t  whites  were more d e c e i t f u l  than Ne

groes and t h a t  Negroes were more r e l i g i o u s  than w hi tes ;  60 

per cen t  thought Negroes more powerful p h y s ic a l ly ;  57 per 

cent  sa id  w hi tes  were more mercenary; 54 per  cen t  be l ieved  

Negroes more rap id ;  52 per cen t  agreed Negroes are  both more 

musical and n o i s i e r ;  48 per  cen t  f e l t  whites  to be more 

b o a s t f u l ;  and 46 per  cent  sa id  Negroes were more j o v i a l  than 

white  persons .

The g i r l s  ind ica ted  t h a t  the races  were s im i la r  on 

more t r a i t s  than the boys. T r a i t s  and the percentage r a t i n g  

as the same were: m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  65 per  cen t ;  s c i e n t i f i c .
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60 per  cen t ;  lazy ,  58 per cen t ;  drunkenness, 54 per cent ;  

p rog res s iv en ess ,  51 per cen t ;  e f f i c i e n t ,  50 per  cen t ;  and 

sportsmanship, 46 per  cen t .

S ign if icance  of Difference in Opinion by Sex

The d i f fe ren c e  by sex among the opinions of the r e 

spondents was t e s te d  by Chi-Square and was found not to be 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the .05 l e v e l  of confidence .^  

The obtained Chi-Square f o r  the f i r s t  20 items was 26.7 and 

f o r  the second 20 t r a i t s ,  13 .0 .  By in sp e c t io n  there  ap

peared to be a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f fe ren ce  between the r e a c t io n s  

of the boys and g i r l s  to the d e c e i t f u ln e s s  t r a i t .  The Chi- 

Square t e s t  y ie lded  4 .84 ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the .05 l e v e l ,  be

tween the 61 per  cen t  ranking of the g i r l s  and the 44 per 

cen t  r a t i n g  of the boys. However, since t h i s  was the only 

occurrence of t h i s  degree of s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f 

fe rence  between the two groups on 40 i tems,  i t  may be a t 

t r i b u t e d  to  c h a n c e . 2 Since there  seems to be no s t a t i s t i c 

a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f fe re n c e  of opinion between males and 

females, the d a ta  h e r e i n a f t e r  w i l l  not be considered in r e 

l a t i o n  to sex.

John P. G u i l fo rd .  Fundamentals of S t a t i s t i c s  in 
Psychology and Education (New York: McGraw H i l l  Book Co.,
I n c . ,  1956), pp. 228-56.

2James M. Sakoda, Burton H. Cohen, and Geoffrey 
B ea l l ,  "Tests  of S ign if icance  f o r  a S e r ie s  of S t a t i s t i c a l  
T e s ts , "  Psychological  B u l l e t i n . LI (March, 1954), pp. 172- 
75.
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Opinion toward Whites by Age in Years 
of Negro Students

I t  was thought th a t  to show each grade se pa ra te ly  

there  would be too few in each grade to give a proper p e r 

spe c t iv e .  The following age groups were deemed a p p ro p r ia te :  

10-13, 14-16, and 17-20. There were 107, 148, and 87, r e 

sp e c t iv e ly ,  in  these age groups.  Tables 12, 13, and 14 show 

a breakdown of Negro opinions toward whites  by age groups.  

Table 12 gives  the frequency and per  cent  of opinions of 

Negro s tuden ts  age 10 through 13 toward whites .

Ages 10 through 13 

Table 12 shows t h a t  70 per  cent  were of the opinion 

t h a t  Negroes are more musical  than whites ;  57 per cent  sa id  

white  people are  more mercenary; 56 per  cent be l ieved  th a t  

Negroes a re  more rap id ;  53 per cent  thought Negroes a re  more 

powerful p h y s ic a l ly ;  51 per cent  agreed th a t  white people are  

more d e c e i t f u l ;  and 49 per cent  held t h a t  white people are 

more s e l f - c e n t e r e d ;  48 per  cent  f e l t  t h a t  whites are  more 

conce i ted ;  and 48 per  cen t  sa id  th a t  Negroes are  more t a l k 

a t i v e .  Forty-seven per  cent  agreed th a t  Negroes a re  both 

more musical  and n o i s i e r  than white people .  Of the respond

e n t s ,  46 per  cent  sa id  they bel ieved  Negroes are  more happy- 

go-lucky and more generous than white people.

Some t r a i t s  were f e l t  by a major po r t ion  of the r e 

spondents to be independent of r a c e .  These included l a z i 

ness ,  in d u s t r io u sn es s ,  and i n t e l l i g e n c e .
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TABLE 12

FREQUENCY AND PER CENT OF OPINIONS OF NEGRO STUDENTS
AGE 10-13 TOWARD THE WHITE RACE

White people are 
more ( t r a i t )  
than Negroes.

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same

N % N % N % N %

1. I n t e l l i g e n t 10 9 9 8 48 45 40 37

2. M a t e r i a l i s t i c 31 29 5 5 47 44 24 22

3. Progress ive 25 23 2 2 43 40 37 34

4, Conceited 52 48 11 10 23 21 21 20

5. S e l f -ce n te red 53 49 6 6 19 18 29 27

6. Ambitious 44 41 11 10 22 20 30 28

7. Sportsmanlike 28 26 15 14 43 40 21 20

8. S o p h is t ica ted 31 29 5 5 34 32 37 34

9. S c i e n t i f i c 32 30 10 9 45 42 20 19

10. I n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 47 44 5 5 30 28 25 23

11. In d u s t r io u s 15 14 24 22 50 47 18 17

12. Aggressive 33 31 22 20 34 32 18 17

13. Mercenary 61 57 13 12 24 22 9 8

14. D ece i t fu l 55 51 7 7 19 18 26 24

15. O s te n ta t io u s 32 30 4 4 32 30 39 28

16. E f f i c i e n t 32 30 19 18 40 37 16 15

17. Boastfu l 47 44 20 19 19 18 21 20

18. U g l ie r 46 43 12 11 27 25 22 20

19. U n tru th fu l 39 36 12 11 34 32 22 20

20. Thieving 35 33 8 7 37 34 27 25
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TABLE 12—C ontinued

Negroes a re  more 
( t r a i t )  than True Less Same ?

white people .
N % N % N % N %

21. Musical 51 47 3 3 37 34 16 15

22. Re l ig ious 75 70 9 8 20 19 3 3

23. S u p e r s t i t i o u s 40 37 7 7 23 21 37 34

24. Happy-go-lucky 49 46 14 13 27 25 17 16

25. Powerful
phy s ic a l ly 57 53 7 7 19 18 24 22

26. N o i s i e r 51 47 11 10 31 29 14 13

27. Jo v ia l 33 31 13 12 37 34 24 22

28. Im i ta t iv e 26 24 12 11 41 38 28 26

29. F a i th f u l 37 34 9 8 38 35 23 21

30. T a lkat ive 52 48 6 6 33 31 16 15

31. Generous 49 46 9 8 21 20 28 26

32. Kindly 42 39 11 10 34 32 20 19

33. Laz ier 19 18 19 18 55 51 14 13

34. Gregarious 42 39 4 4 34 32 27 25

35. P r e t t i e r 42 39 5 5 42 39 18 17

36. A th le t i c 30 28 9 8 31 29 37 34

37. Rapid 60 56 4 4 31 29 12 11

38. Cooperat ive 42 39 12 11 34 32 19 18

39. Drunkards 42 39 4 4 44 41 17 16

40. Happier 43 40 13 12 34 32 17 16
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The g r e a t e s t  frequency of in d ec is io n  on any item was 

37 per  cen t  who were unable to id e n t i fy  a p o s i t iv e  opinion 

concerning i n t e l l i g e n c e  of the two r ac es .

Ages 14 through 16 

Table 13 shows frequency and per cen t  of opinion of 

Negro s tu d en ts  whose ages were 14 through 16. Of the r e 

spondents , 61 per cent  expressed the opinion t h a t  Negroes 

are more powerful phys ica l ly  than white people ,  and 59 per 

cent  sa id  Negroes are  more musical .  In a d d i t io n ,  54 per 

cent  be l ieved  white people are more mercenary and d e c e i t f u l  

than Negroes. F if ty -one  per cent  expressed the b e l i e f  th a t  

Negroes are n o i s i e r  and more rap id ;  48 per cen t  opined Ne

groes to be more r e l i g i o u s  than white people .

A s izeab le  po r t ion  of the 14-16 year  old respondents 

f e l t  the fo l lowing t r a i t s  to be the same f o r  the two races :  

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  59 per cen t ;  s c i e n t i f i c  a b i l i t y ,  53 per cent ;  

m ate r ia l i sm ,  51 per cent ;  drunkenness, 50 per  c en t ;  beauty, 

49 p e r  c en t ;  l a z in e s s ,  47 per  cen t ;  e f f i c i e n c y ,  46 per  cent ;  

and j o v i a l i t y ,  45 per c e n t .

On no t r a i t  did s u f f i c i e n t  respondents  in d ic a te  

opinions to the ex ten t  t h a t  i t  was deemed s i g n i f i c a n t .

Ages 17 through 20 

Table 14 shows the frequency and per  cent  of opinion 

fo r  age group 17 through 20. Perusa l  of t h i s  t ab le  rev ea ls  

t h a t  63 per  cent  of the o ld e r  respondents expressed the
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TABLE 13

FREQUENCY AND PER CENT OF OPINIONS OF NEGRO STUDENTS
AGE 14-16 TOWARD THE WHITE RACE

White people are  
more ( t r a i t )  
than Negroes.

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same

N % N % N % N %

1. I n t e l l i g e n t 10 7 8 5 87 59 43 29

2. M a t e r i a l i s t i c 39 26 7 5 76 51 26 18

3. Progress ive 45 30 13 9 64 43 26 18

4. Conceited 48 32 11 7 64 43 25 17

5. S e l f -cen te red 57 38 8 5 58 39 25 17

6. Ambitious 52 35 8 6 62 42 26 18

7. Sportsmanlike 36 24 37 25 62 42 13 9

8. S oph is t ica ted 33 22 17 11 39 26 59 40

9. S c i e n t i f i c 35 24 7 5 79 53 27 18

10. I n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 47 32 9 6 61 41 31 21

11. Ind u s t r io u s 31 21 62 42 48 32 7 5

12. Aggressive 54 36 24 16 37 25 33 22

13. Mercenary 80 54 9 6 40 27 19 13

14. D ece i t fu l 80 54 4 3 29 20 35 24

15. O s ten ta t iou s 45 30 18 12 57 38 28 19

16. E f f i c i e n t . 34 23 31 21 69 46 15 10

17. Boastful 64 43 31 21 32 22 21 14

18. Uglier 43 29 24 16 41 28 40 27

19. Untru thfu l 51 34 13 9 55 37 29 20

20. Thieving 51 34 13 9 54 36 30 20
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TABLE 13--C ontinued

Negroes are  more 
( t r a i t )  than 

white people .

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same ?

N % N % N % N %

21. Musical 88 59 4 3 48 32 8 5

22. R e l ig ious 71 48 7 5 51 34 19 13

23. S u p e r s t i t io u s 50 34 10 7 38 26 50 34

24. Happy-go-lucky 59 40 16 11 50 34 23 16

25. Powerful
phys ica l ly 90 61 3 2 35 24 20 14

26. N o is ie r 75 51 10 7 52 35 11 7

27. Jo v ia l 61 41 8 5 66 45 13 9

28. Im i ta t iv e 45 30 5 3 56 38 42 28

29. F a i th f u l 47 32 24 16 50 34 27 18

30. Ta lka t ive 56 38 11 7 55 37 26 18

31. Generous 58 39 10 7 52 35 28 19

32. Kindly 59 40 16 11 48 32 25 17

33. Laz ie r 28 19 33 22 69 47 18 12

34. Gregarious 54 36 14 9 47 32 33 22

35. P r e t t i e r 30 20 18 12 72 48 28 19

36. A th le t i c 57 38 14 9 46 31 31 21

37. Rapid 76 51 3 2 55 37 14 9

38. Cooperative 58 39 19 13 47 32 24 16

39. Drunkards 45 30 7 5 74 50 22 15

40. Happier 53 36 14 9 57 38 24 16
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TABLE 14

FREQUENCY AND PER CENT OF OPINIONS OF NEGRO STUDENTS
AGE 17-20 TOWARD THE WHITE RACE

White people are  
more ( t r a i t )  
than Negroes.

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same

N % N % N % N %

1. I n t e l l i g e n t 5 6 5 6 53 61 24 28

2. M a t e r i a l i s t i c 15 17 52 60 10 12 10 12

3. Progress ive 13 15 11 13 46 53 17 20

4. Conceited 30 35 1 1 44 51 12 14

5. S e l f - c e n te re d 24 28 10 12 41 47 12 14

6. Ambitious 19 22 6 7 40 46 22 25

7. Sportsmanlike 13 15 26 30 34 39 14 16

8. S o p h is t i c a ted 15 17 9 10 27 31 36 41

9. S c i e n t i f i c 20 23 8 9 48 55 11 13

10. I n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 25 29 11 13 34 39 17 20

11. In d u s t r io u s 6 7 52 60 26 30 3 3

12. Aggressive 25 29 19 22 35 40 8 9

13. Mercenary 52 60 0 0 25 29 10 12

14. D ece i t fu l 46 53 9 10 17 20 15 17

15. O s te n ta t io u s 24 28 14 16 36 41 13 15

16. E f f i c i e n t 13 15 25 29 47 54 2 2

17. Boast fu l 34 39 19 22 25 29 9 10

18. U gl ie r 28 32 9 10 37 43 13 15

19. U ntru th fu l 33 38 6 7 32 37 16 18

20. Thieving 32 37 6 7 33 38 16 18
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TABLE 14—C ontinued

Neqroes are  more 
( t r a i t )  than 

white people .

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same ?

N % N % N % N %

21. Musical 48 55 10 12 26 30 3 3

22. R e l ig ious 47 54 3 3 30 35 7 8

23. S u p e r s t i t i o u s 27 31 5 6 26 30 29 33

24. Happy-go-lucky 33 38 13 15 32 37 9 10

25. Powerful
p h ys ica l ly 55 63 3 3 25 29 4 5

26. N o is ie r 52 60 4 5 29 33 2 2

27. Jo v ia l 44 51 4 5 34 39 5 6

28. Im i ta t iv e 22 25 12 14 39 45 14 16

29. F a i th f u l 35 40 7 8 38 44 7 8

30. T a lka t ive 28 32 14 16 35 40 10 12

31. Generous 33 38 7 8 30 35 17 20

32. Kindly 40 46 7 8 33 38 7 8

33. L az ie r 11 13 22 25 47 54 7 8

34. Gregarious 32 37 10 12 38 44 7 8

35. P r e t t i e r 34 39 7 8 37 42 9 10

36. A th le t i c 33 39 5 6 43 49 6 7

37, Rapid 42 48 3 3 37 43 5 6

38. Cooperat ive 27 31 10 12 35 40 15 17

39. Drunkards 22 25 12 14 41 47 12 14

40. Happier 33 38 5 6 41 47 8 9
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opinion t h a t  Negroes are  more powerful p hy s ic a l ly  than white 

people ,  and 60 per  cent  sa id  Negroes are  n o i s i e r  than w h i tes .  

In a d d i t i o n ,  60 per  cent  sa id  white people a re  more mercen

ary than Negroes, and 55 per  cent thought Negroes to be more 

musical than white people . Negroes were f e l t  to  be more r e 

l i g i o u s  than whites  by 54 per  cent  and whites  to be more de

c e i t f u l  by 53 per  c e n t .  Other widely held opinions were 

t h a t  Negroes were: more j o v i a l ,  51 per cen t ;  more r a p id ,

48 per  cen t ;  and more k ind ly ,  46 per cen t .

Of the t o t a l  respondents ,  60 per  cent  expressed the 

opinion t h a t  white people are  " le s s"  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  and " le s s"  

in d u s t r io u s  than Negroes.

Table 14 a lso  r e v e a l s  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p ropor t ions  

of the respondents  f e l t  t h a t  there  were no r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

on c e r t a i n  t r a i t s .  These s im i la r  opinions were held on i n 

t e l l i g e n c e  (61 per c e n t ) ;  s c i e n t i f i c  a b i l i t y  (55 per  c e n t ) ;  

e f f i c i e n c y  and la z in e s s  (54 per c e n t ) ;  c o n ce i t  (51 per c e n t ) :  

phys ica l  coord ina t ion  (49 per  c en t ) ;  drunkenness,  happiness ,  

and s e l f - c e n te re d n e s s  (47 per  c en t ) ;  ambit ion (46 per  c e n t ) ;  

and im i ta t io n  (45 per c e n t ) .

S ign if icance  of Difference  in Opinion by Age

The Chi-Square t e s t  showed th a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  among 

the opinions of the var ious  age groups were not s t a t i s t i c a l 

ly s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the .05 l e v e l  of confidence .  Even though 

in sp e c t io n  r ev e a l s  considerab le  v a r i a t i o n  of opinion on
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m ater ia l i sm ,  Wilkinson’ s resea rch  enables  i t  to be a t t r i b u t e d  

to a chance occurrence and not s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t . 1 

Since there  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e ren c e  of opinion 

because of age, f u r t h e r  a n a ly s i s  of da ta  w i l l  c i t e  no men

t io n  of opinions due to age d i f f e r e n c e .

Negro Student Opinion toward Whites by Grade 

Each of the grades under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (V-XII) was 

s tudied  se p a ra te ly ,  but i t  was found t h a t  the numbers in  

each grade were too small to provide a r e l i a b l e  s t a t i s t i c a l  

sample. I t  was decided t h a t  the d a ta  should be grouped so 

as to inc rease  the number. As a r e s u l t ,  the responses  were 

combined a t  two-grade i n t e r v a l s  as fo l lows:  V and VI, VII

and V II I ,  IX and X, and XI and XII.

Tables 15, 16, 17, and 18 show by r e s p e c t iv e  grade 

group in d e t a i l  the opinions of Negro s tuden ts  toward white 

people .

Opinions of F i f t h  and S ix th  Graders 

Table 15 p resen ts  expressed opinions of the respond

en ts  in  Grades V and VI. In comparison with Negroes, these 

respondents  were agreed t h a t  whi tes  possessed c e r t a i n  t r a i t s  

to a h igher  degree in  more than 45 per  cen t  of the r e p l i e s .  

Whites were deemed more mercenary (62 per  c e n t ) ,  d e c e i t f u l

^B. A. Wilkinson, "A S t a t i s t i c a l  Considera t ion  in 
Psychologica l  Research,"  Psychologica l  B u l l e t i n . XLVII 
(1951), pp. 156-58.



59

TABLE 15

FREQUENCY AND PER CENT OF OPINION OF 5TH AND 6TH
GRADE NEGRO STUDENTS TOWARD THE WHITE RACE

White people are 
more ( t r a i t )

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same
than Negroes.

N % N % N % N %

1. I n t e l l i g e n t 9 12 19 25 26 34 23 30

2. M a t e r i a l i s t i c 25 32 5 6 29 37 18 23

3. Progress ive 12 15 2 3 29 37 34 44

4. Conceited 42 54 9 12 8 10 18 23

5. S e l f -ce n te red 33 43 9 12 11 14 14 24

6. Ambitious 31 40 8 10 17 22 21 27

7. Sportsmanlike 23 30 12 15 28 36 14 18

8. S o p h is t i c a ted  
( a r t i f i c i a l ) 25 32 2 3 23 30 27 35

9. S c i e n t i f i c 27 35 7 9 23 30 20 26

10. I n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 34 44 5 6 14 18 24 31

11. In d us t r io us 11 14 18 23 32 41 16 21

12. Aggressive 27 35 18 23 23 30 9 12

13. Mercenary 48 62 9 12 13 17 7 9

14. D ece i t fu l 43 55 5 6 14 18 15 19

15. O s te n ta t io u s 26 35 3 4 15 19 33 43

16. E f f ic iency 23 30 13 17 26 34 15 19

17. Boastfu l 39 50 13 17 12 15 13 17

18. U gl ie r 36 46 10 13 17 22 14 18

19. U ntru th fu l 30 39 7 9 26 34 14 18

20. Thieving 27 35 4 5 25 32 21 27
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TABLE 15—Continued

Neqroes are  more 
( t r a i t )  than 

white people .

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same ?

N % N % N % N %

21, Musical 35 45 3 4 27 35 12 15

22. Re lig ious 59 76 9 12 7 9 2 O

23. S u p e r s t i t i o u s 34 44 5 6 10 13 28 36

24. Happy-go-lucky 37 31 12 15 18 23 10 13

25. Powerful
p hy s ica l ly 41 53 8 10 8 10 20 26

26. N o is ie r 37 48 9 12 23 30 8 10

27. Jov ia l 19 25 12 15 26 34 20 26

28. Im i ta t iv e 20 26 7 9 29 37 21 27

29. F a i th f u l 32 41 6 8 20 26 19 25

30. Ta lka t ive 40 52 5 6 22 28 10 13

31. Generous 39 50 8 10 15 19 15 19

32. Kindly 35 45 8 10 17 22 17 22

33. Laz ier 17 22 9 12 14 53 10 13

34. Gregarious 27 35 4 5 21 27 25 32

35. P r e t t i e r 33 43 4 5 32 41 8 10

36. A th le t i c 18 23 8 10 21 27 30 39

37. Rapid 44 57 3 4 20 26 10 13

38. Cooperat ive 36 46 11 14 15 19 15 19

39. Drunkards 31 40 4 5 25 33 17 22

40. Happier 32 41 11 14 19 25 15 19
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(55 per c e n t ) ,  conceited  (54 per  c e n t ) ,  b o a s t fu l  (50 per  

c e n t ) ,  and ugly (46 per c e n t ) .  Also f i f t h  and s ix th  graders  

expressed agreement in the following percentages  th a t  in 

comparison with  whites  the Negro was more r e l i g i o u s ,  76 per  

cent ;  speedy, 57 per  cent ;  powerful p h y s ic a l ly ,  53 per  cent ;  

t a l k a t i v e ,  52 per  cent ;  generous, 50 per cen t ;  noisy,  48 per

cent;  musical and kind, 45 per cen t .

Laziness was the only t r a i t  on which a s i g n i f i c a n t  

percentage of t h i s  grade group f e l t  t h a t  the two races  were 

s im i la r .

Opinions of Seventh and Eighth Graders 

In Table 16 are shown the opinions of seventh and 

e igh th  g rad e rs .  Whites were said  to be more mercenary than 

Negroes by 52 per  cen t .  On f ive  o th e r  t r a i t s —musical a b i l i 

ty ,  r e l i g i o u s  f e e l i n g ,  physical  power, n o i s in e s s ,  and quick- 

ness--from 46-56 per  cent  opined t h a t  Negroes exceeded 

w hi tes .  The two races  were thought to be s im i la r  by from 

45 to 54 per cent  of the respondents on some t r a i t s .  These

were: s c i e n t i f i c  a b i l i t y ,  m a te r ia l i sm ,  in d u s t r io u sn es s ,  i n 

t e l l i g e n c e ,  happiness ,  e f f i c i e n c y ,  drunkenness, p rog res s iv -  

ism, and l a z in e s s .

Opinions of Ninth and Tenth Graders 

Table 17 r ev e a l s  the r e a c t io n s  of the respondents 

in  Grades IX and X. General agreement of 58, 56, and 50 per 

cent  was found th a t  the white i s  r e s p e c t iv e ly  more d e c e i t f u l .
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TABLE 16

FREQUENCY AND PER CENT OF OPINION OF 7TH AND 8TH
GRADE NEGRO STUDENTS TOWARD THE WHITE RACE

White people are  
more ( t r a i t )

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same
than Negroes.

N % N % N % N %

1. I n t e l l i g e n t 8 10 4 5 36 47 28 37

2. M a t e r i a l i s t i c 13 17 3 4 38 50 22 29

3. Progress ive 22 29 4 5 34 46 16 21

4. Conceited 25 38 6 9 29 38 16 21

5. S e l f -ce n te red 28 37 1 1 29 38 18 24

6. Ambitious 33 43 2 3 24 31 17 22

7. Sportsmanlike 22 29 11 14 28 37 15 20

8 . S o p h is t i c a ted
( a r t i f i c i a l ) 15 20 4 5 25 33 32 42

9. S c i e n t i f  ic 18 24 3 4 41 54 14 18

10. I n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 31 41 4 5 27 35 14 18

11. In d u s t r io u s 11 14 24 31 37 48 4 5

12. Aggressive 26 34 8 10 25 33 17 22

13. Mercenary 40 52 5 7 22 29 9 12

14. D ece i t fu l 29 38 3 4 17 22 27 35

15. O s te n ta t io u s 25 33 4 5 29 38 18 24

16. E f f ic ie n cy 17 22 14 18 35 46 10 13

17. Boastfu l 25 33 12 16 22 29 17 22

18. U gl ie r 23 30 9 12 24 31 20 26

19. U nt ru th fu l 21 28 8 10 33 43 14 18

20. Thieving 19 25 9 12 32 42 16 21
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TABLE 16—C ontinued

Negroes are more 
( t r a i t )  than 

white people .

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same ?

N % N % N % N %

21. Musical 43 56 1 1 26 34 6 9

22. Re l ig ious 42 55 2 3 26 34 6 9

23. S u p e r s t i t i o u s 16 21 7 9 29 39 24 31

24. Happy-go-lucky 22 29 10 13 31 41 13 17

25. Powerful
p hy s ic a l ly 41 54 2 3 21 28 12 16

26. N o is ie r 38 50 7 9 24 31 7 9

27. Jo v ia l 25 33 10 13 30 39 11 14

28. Im i ta t ive 23 30 5 7 24 31 24 31

29. F a i th f u l 23 30 5 7 30 39 18 24

30. Ta lka t ive 23 30 4 5 31 41 18 24

31. Generous 22 29 5 7 30 39 19 25

32. Kindly 23 30 6 8 33 43 14 18

33. Lazier 15 20 13 17 34 45 14 18

34. Gregarious 28 37 4 5 32 42 12 16

35. P r e t t i e r 22 29 5 7 32 42 17 22

36. A th le t ic 30 39 5 7 21 28 20 26

37. Rapid 35 46 4 5 30 39 7 9

38. Cooperat ive 20 26 9 12 33 43 14 18

39. Drunkards 26 34 2 3 35 46 13 17

40. Happier 21 28 7 9 36 47 12 16
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TABLE 17

FREQUENCY AND 
GRADE NEGRO

PER CENT 
STUDENTS

OF OPINION 
TOWARD THE

OF 9TH 
WHITE

AND
RACE

lOTH

White people are 
more ( t r a i t )  
than Negroes.

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same ?

N % N % N % N %

1. I n t e l l i g e n t 4 4 5 5 78 70 24 22

2. M a t e r i a l i s t i c 30 27 3 3 63 57 15 14

3. Progress ive 26 23 9 8 52 47 24 22

4. Concei ted 35 32 8 7 56 50 12 11

5. Se l f -cen te red 49 44 6 5 42 39 14 13

6. Ambitious 30 27 10 9 46 41 25 23

7. Sportsmanlike 23 21 31 28 49 44 8 7

8. Soph is t ica ted  
( a r t i f i c i a l ) 25 23 13 12 26 23 47 42

9. S c i e n t i f i c 26 23 6 5 60 54 19 17

10. I n d i v id u a l i s t i c 26 23 9 8 55 50 21 19

11. Indus t r ious 25 23 53 48 29 26 4 4

12. Aggressive 40 36 16 14 26 23 29 26

13. Mercenary 62 56 6 5 27 24 16 14

14. D ece i t fu l 64 58 7 6 16 14 24 22

15. O s ten ta t io us 28 25 14 13 50 45 19 17

16. E f f ic iency 23 21 27 24 55 50 6 5

17. Boastfu l 56 50 17 15 21 19 17 13

18. U gl ier 36 32 13 12 30 27 32 29

19. Untru thfu l 45 41 8 7 30 27 28 25

20. Thieving 43 39 7 6 36 32 25 23
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TABLE 17--C on tinued

Neqroes are  more 
( t r a i t )  than

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same ?
white people.

N % N % N /O N %

21. Musical 66 59 2 2 37 33 6 5

22, Relig ious 57 51 2 2 35 32 17 15

23. S u p e r s t i t io u s 40 36 7 6 28 25 36 32

24. Happy-go-lucky 50 45 11 10 31 28 19 17

25. Powerful
phys ica l ly 71 64 3 3 24 22 13 12

26. N o is ie r 49 44 8 7 45 41 9 8

27. Jo v ia l 52 47 0 0 48 43 11 10

28. Im i ta t iv e 28 25 7 6 50 45 26 23

29. F a i th f u l 38 34 14 13 43 39 16 14

30. Ta lka t ive 43 39 12 11 42 39 14 13

31. Generous 46 41 8 7 35 32 22 20

32. Kindly 46 41 15 14 36 32 14 13

33. Laz ier 15 14 29 26 57 51 10 9

34. Gregarious 33 30 15 14 38 34 25 23

35. P r e t t i e r 28 25 12 11 51 46 20 18

36. A th le t ic 38 34 13 12 44 40 16 14

37. Rapid 64 58 1 1 37 33 9 8

38. Cooperat ive 52 47 7 6 36 32 16 14

39. Drunkards 30 27 6 5 63 57 12 11

40. Happier 46 41 10 9 43 39 12 11
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mercenary, and b o a s t fu l  than the Negro, This group, in the 

accompanying percen tages ,  a lso  f e l t  t h a t  the Negro e x ce l led  

as more powerful phys ica l ly  (64),  musical  (59), rap id  (58) ,  

r e l i g i o u s  (51), j o v i a l  and coopera t ive  (47) ,  and happy-go- 

lucky (45) ,  They a lso  i d e n t i f i e d  white  persons as l e s s  i n 

d u s t r io u s  than Negroes, However, the n in th  and ten th  grade 

group looked upon the races  as being a l i k e  in  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  

on from 45 to 70 per  cen t  of the r e t u r n s .  These s im i la r  c h a r 

a c t e r i s t i c s  included i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  m ate r ia l i sm ,  drunkenness, 

l a z in e s s ,  c o n ce i t ,  ind iv idua l ism ,  e f f i c i e n c y ,  p rogress iv ism ,  

beauty ,  o s t e n t a t i o n ,  and im i t a t i v e n e s s .

Opinions of Eleventh and Twelfth Graders 

In Table 18 are found the number and percentage of 

each type of r e a c t io n  to each of the t r a i t s  on which whites  

and Negroes were compared. Whites were l i s t e d  as more de

c e i t f u l  by 59 per  cent  and as more mercenary by 58 per  cen t .

In inverse  o rder ,  from 46 to 69 per  cen t  of t h i s  grade group 

f e l t  Negroes were n o i s i e r ,  s t ro n ge r ,  more j o y f u l ,  more musi

c a l ,  more r e l i g i o u s ,  more g rega r io u s ,  and speedier  than 

w h i te s .  F i f t y - f i v e  per cen t  were agreed t h a t  whi tes  are  l e s s  

i n d u s t r io u s  than Negroes, B e t t e r  than 45 per cent f e l t  t h a t  

there  was no d i f fe ren c e  between the r a c e s  on f i f t e e n  t r a i t s :  

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  s c i e n t i f ic -m in d e d n es s , m ate r ia l i sm ,  e f f i c i e n c y ,  

l a z in e s s ,  progress iv ism,  p r e t t i n e s s ,  ambit ion,  u g l in e s s ,  

f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  coopera t iveness ,  drunkenness ,  happiness ,  s e l f -
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TABLE 18

FREQUENCY AND PER CENT OF OPINION OF IITH AND 12TH
GRADE NEGRO STUDENTS TOWARD THE WHITE RACE

White people are 
more ( t r a i t )

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same
than Negroes.

N % N % N % N %

1. I n t e l l i g e n t 5 6 4 5 47 60 22 28

2. M a t e r i a l i s t i c 17 22 12 15 43 55 6 8

3. Progress ive 24 31 9 12 39 50 6 8

4. Concei ted 32 41 2 3 32 41 12 15

5. S e l f -ce n te red 23 29 10 13 35 45 10 13

6. Ambitious 22 28 6 8 37 47 13 17

7. Sportsmanlike 12 15 25 32 31 40 10 13

8. S oph is t ica ted
( a r t i f i c i a l ) 15 19 12 15 27 35 24 31

9. S c i e n t i f i c 16 20 8 10 45 58 9 12

10. I n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 28 36 9 12 27 35 14 18

11. Indus t r ious 5 6 43 55 29 37 1 1

12. Aggressive 23 29 17 22 32 41 6 8

13. Mercenary 45 58 3 4 25 32 5 6

14. D ece i t fu l 46 59 6 8 18 23 8 10

15. O s te n ta t io u s 22 28 13 17 31 40 12 15

16. E f f ic ien cy 14 18 21 27 42 54 1 1

17. Boastfu l 26 33 21 27 26 33 5 6

18. U gl ie r 20 26 10 13 37 47 11 14

19. Untru th fu l 28 36 5 6 34 44 11 14

20. Thieving 24 31 6 8 35 45 13 16
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TABLE 18--C ontinued

Negroes a re  more 
( t r a i t )  than 

white people .

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same ?

N % N % N % N %

21. Musical 43 55 10 13 24 31 1 1

22. Re lig ious 38 49 6 8 30 38 4 5

23. S u p e r s t i t io u s 29 37 2 3 22 28 25 32

24. Happy-go-lucky 31 40 11 14 29 37 7 9

25. Powerful
phys ica l ly 49 63 2 3 24 31 3 4

26. N o is ie r 54 69 4 5 19 24 1 1

27. Jo v ia l 44 56 3 4 28 36 3 4

28. Im i ta t iv e 23 29 9 12 32 41 14 18

29. F a i th f u l 31 40 5 6 37 47 5 6

30. Ta lka t ive 28 36 13 17 26 32 11 14

31. Generous 30 38 7 9 25 32 16 20

32. Kindly 31 40 5 6 34 44 8 10

33. Lazier 8 10 24 31 42 54 4 5

34. Gregarious 37 47 8 10 28 36 5 6

35. P r e t t i e r 25 32 7 9 38 49 8 10

36. A th le t i c 33 42 4 5 35 45 6 8

37. Rapid 36 46 3 4 34 44 5 6

38. Cooperative 17 22 12 15 38 49 11 14

39. Drunkards 23 29 11 14 36 46 8 10

40. Happier 29 37 5 6 36 46 8 10
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c e n te re d n e s s , and a t h l e t i c  a b i l i t y .

S ign if icance  of Difference  of Opinion 
among Grade Groups

As with the sexes and age groups,  the Chi-Square 

t e s t  of s ig n i f icance  of d i f f e r e n c e  was used to determine 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  the s ig n i f icance  of d i f f e r e n c e s  in opinion 

among the four  grade groups. No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e re n c e  was 

found a t  the .05 le v e l  of confidence .  Since t h i s  r e s u l t  was 

ob ta ined ,  f u r t h e r  a n a ly s i s  of da ta  w i l l  not cons ider  grade 

l e v e l  as a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r .

Negro Student Opinion of Whites

The uniformity  and d i r e c t i o n  of Negro opinion toward

w hi tes ,  as revealed  in the a n a ly s i s  of opinion by sex, age 

l e v e l ,  and grade l e v e l ,  has made i t  p o ss ib le  to cons ider  the 

opinions of a l l  the respondents as a s in g le  group. Table 19 

p resen ts  the number and percentage of the 342 ch i ld ren  and 

youth who compared Negroes and whites  as to  the 40 t r a i t s  

with  which the study was concerned.

As a group, the respondents  were most uniform in 

i d e n t i fy in g  whites  as more mercenary and d e c e i t f u l  than Ne

groes in  57 per cen t  and 54 per  cen t  of the r e t u r n s .  Simi

l a r  agreement by from 52 to 59 per cen t  aff irmed t h a t  Ne

groes were s t ro n g e r ,  more r e l i g i o u s ,  more m usica l ,  n o i s i e r ,  

and speedier  than white people.

From 45 to 54 per cent  a sc r ibed  a high degree of
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TABLE 19

FREQUENCY AND PER CENT OF OPINION OF 342 NEGRO STUDENTS
TOWARD THE WHITE RACE

White people are 
more ( t r a i t )  
than Negroes.

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same ?

N % N % N % N %

1. I n t e l l i g e n t 26 8 32 9 187 54 97 28

2. M a t e r i a l i s t i c 85 25 23 7 173 50 61 18

3. Progress ive 84 24 24 7 154 45 80 23

4. Conceited 134 39 25 7 126 37 57 17

5, S e l f - c e n te re d 133 39 26 8 117 34 66 19

6. Ambitious 116 34 26 8 124 36 76 22

7. Sportsmanlike 80 23 79 23 136 39 47 14

8. S o p h is t ica ted  
( a r t i f i c i a l ) 80 23 31 9 101 29 130 38

9. S c i e n t i f i c 87 25 24 7 169 49 62 18

10. I n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 119 35 27 8 123 36 73 21

11. Ind u s t r io u s 52 15 138 40 127 37 25 7

12. Aggressive 116 34 59 17 106 31 61 18

13. Mercenary 195 57 23 7 87 25 37 11

14. D e ce i t fu l 182 54 21 6 65 19 74 21

15. O s te n ta t io u s 101 29 34 10 125 36 82 24

16. E f f ic ie n c y 77 22 75 22 158 46 32 9

17. B oas t fu l 152 44 57 17 81 23 52 15

18. U g l ie r 115 33 42 12 108 31 77 22

19. U n t ru th fu l 124 36 28 8 123 36 67 19

20. Thieving 113 33 26 8 128 37 75 22
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TABLE 19—C ontinued

Negroes are  more 
( t r a i t )  than 

white  people .

Frequency of Opinion

True Less Same ?

N % N % N % N %

21. Musical 187 54 16 5 114 33 25 7

22. Re l ig ious 196 57 19 6 98 28 39 8

23. S u p e r s t i t i o u s 119 35 21 6 89 26 113 33

24. Happy-go-lucky 140 41 44 13 109 32 49 14

25. Powerful
p h ys ica l ly 202 59 15 4 77 22 48 14

26. N o is ie r 178 52 28 8 111 32 25 7

27. Jo v ia l 140 41 25 7 132 38 45 13

28. Im i ta t iv e 94 27 28 8 135 39 85 25

29, F a i th f u l 124 36 30 9 130 38 58 17

30. T a lka t ive 134 39 34 10 121 35 53 15

31. Generous 137 40 28 8 105 30 72 21

32. Kindly 135 39 34 10 120 35 53 16

33. L az ie r 55 16 75 22 174 50 38 11

34. Gregarious 125 36 31 9 119 35 67 19

35. P r e t t i e r 108 31 28 8 153 44 53 15

36. A th le t i c 119 35 30 9 121 35 72 21

37. Rapid 179 52 11 3 121 35 31 9

38. Cooperat ive 125 36 39 11 122 35 56 16

39. Drunkards 110 32 23 7 159 46 50 15

40. Happier 128 37 33 10 134 39 47 14
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s i m i l a r i t y  to the races  f o r  the t r a i t s  of i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  

m ater ia l i sm ,  l a z in e s s ,  sc ien t i f ic -m in dedn ess ,  e f f i c i e n c y ,  

drunkenness, and progress iv ism .

Summary

While t e s t s  of s ig n i f ic an c e  of d i f f e ren c e  f a i l e d  to 

y ie ld  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e tu r n  between opinions by sex, by age, 

or by grade l e v e l ,  some t rends  were noted.  The number of 

t r a i t s  on which the two r ac es  were thought to be s im i la r  by 

45 per cent  or more of the respondents increased  s t e a d i ly  in 

number as grade l e v e l  and age of the respondents increased .  

Only one t r a i t  was held to  be s im i la r  by f i f t h  and s ix th  

g rad e rs ,  but  9 by grades VII and V III ,  11 by IX and X, and 

15 by XI and XII.

T r a i t s  on which the respondents most near ly  agreed 

and were held by a m ajor i ty  of the t o t a l  group were:

1. Whites are  more mercenary and d e c e i t f u l  than

Negroes.

2. Negroes are  more powerful p h y s ic a l ly ,  musical ,  

r e l i g i o u s ,  and rap id  than w hi tes .

3 .  The two races  a re  s im i la r  in  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  

m ate r ia l i sm ,  and l a z in e s s .



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

The purpose of t h i s  study was to id e n t i fy  the opin

ions of Negro s tuden ts  toward w hi tes .  I t  was assumed th a t  

the im p l ica t io ns  of these opinions would be more meaningful 

i f  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  answered s p e c i f i c a l l y  the following 

ques t ions :

1. Do the opinions of females d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

from those of males?

2. Do the opinions of respondents d i f f e r  on the 

b a s i s  of d i f f e r e n c e s  in age?

3. Do the opinions of respondents a t  one g ra d e - lev e l  

d i f f e r  from those of another?

The design of the study sought to e s t a b l i s h  the ex

pressed opinions of 342 Negro s tud e n ts .  To carry  out the 

purpose of the study, 342 o p in io n a i re s ,  each c o n s i s t in g  of 

40 ques t ions  which could be answered by checking a response— 

" t r u e , "  " l e s s , "  " the same," or  " I  don’ t  know"—were used in 

the i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The answers of 159 males and 183 females 

were analyzed.  The t o t a l  populat ion was 342.

73
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The Chi-Square s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t  of d i f f e ren c e  of 

s ig n i f i c a n c e  was used to  determine the s ig n i f ic an c e  of d i f 

fe rence  of the op in ions .

These d a ta  were put in to  3 age groups and i n v e s t i 

gated f o r  s ig n i f ic a n c e  of d i f f e re n c e  of opinions based on 

d i f f e r e n c e s  in age. The age groups were as fo l lows;  10-13 

y e a r s ,  14-16 years ,  and 17-20 y ears .  Responses of the 342 

s tuden ts  were a lso  grouped according to fou r  age l e v e l s  of 

achievement.  The r e s u l t i n g  grade groups f o r  study were as 

fo l low s:  V and VI, VII and V II I ,  IX and X, and XI and XII.

Tables were con s t ru c ted  which showed the expressed 

opinions of the respondents  by frequency and per  cent  of 

agreement. F u r th e r ,  the Chi-Square s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t  of s i g 

n i f i c a n c e  of d i f f e ren c e  was app l ied  to these  da ta  to d e t e r 

mine the s ig n i f ic a n c e  of d i f f e r e n c e .

The expressed opinions f o r  the t o t a l  group as wel l  

as f o r  sex, age, and g ra d e - le v e l  was determined by the per  

cen t  of agreement of responses  in each of the four  c a te g o r 

i e s  of opinion f o r  the 40 i tems which had been in v e s t ig a t e d .

Findings

The f in d in g s  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  which are l i s t e d  

below, a re  based on the a n a ly s i s  of the expressed opinions 

of Negroes toward white  people:

1. The opinion of the males did not d i f f e r  s i g n i f i 

c a n t ly ,  a t  the .05 l e v e l  of confidence ,  from those of the
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females. The d i f f e r e n c e  on one t r a i t  th a t  was s i g n i f i c a n t  

a t  the .05 l e v e l ,  which could be seen by in sp e c t io n ,  was 

found to be a chance occurrence,

2. The opinion of the respondents  did not d i f f e r  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  a t  the .05 l e v e l  of confidence,  on the b a s i s  

of d i f f e r e n c e s  in  age. But, by in sp ec t io n  there  was a d i f 

ference which was found to be s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the .01 l ev e l  

of confidence ,  which was found to be only a chance occur

rence.

3. There was no s ig n i f ic an c e  of d i f f e r e n c e ,  a t  the 

.05 l ev e l  of confidence ,  of the expressed opinions toward 

white people of 342 Negro respondents ,  due to g rade - lev e l  

d i f f e r e n c e s .

4 .  Though not s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  there  was 

a d e f i n i t e  t rend  toward id e n t i fy in g  more t r a i t s  as s im i la r  

in the two r ac es  as the age and grade lev e l  of the respond

en ts  inc reased .

5. Percentage of agreement of opinion toward t r a i t s  

held  to be s im i l a r  fo r  the two races  was: i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  54

per cen t ;  m ate r ia l i sm ,  50 per  cen t ;  l a z in e s s ,  50 per cent ;  

sc ien t i f ic -m : .ndedness , 49 per  cen t ;  e f f i c i e n c y ,  46 per cent ;  

drunkenness, 46 per  cent ;  and p rogress iveness ,  45 per cen t ,

6.  The respondents were a l so  highly opinionated

t h a t  whites  were more mercenary (57 per cent)  and more de

c e i t f u l  (54 per  cen t )  than Negroes.

7. I t  was found a lso  t h a t  more than h a l f  of the
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respondents  were of the opinion th a t  Negroes surpassed 

whites  in  physica l  s t r e n g th ,  r e l i g io u s  f e rv o r ,  musical 

a b i l i t y ,  speed, and n o i s in e s s .

8. On the remaining 26 t r a i t s  in v e s t ig a te d  there  

was no consis tency of opinion found f o r  the t o t a l  group.

Conclusions

On the b a s i s  of the  f ind ings  of t h i s  in v e s t i g a 

t io n ,  i t  was p oss ib le  to s e t  fo r th  c e r t a i n  general  conclu

sions p e r t i n e n t  to the "opinion of Negro ch i ld ren  toward 

w h i te s ."

1. The opinions of Negro c h i ld ren  toward white 

people are  not p e c u l i a r  to  sex. Educational  and soc ia l  

problems in c id en t  to  opinions of Negroes toward white people ,  

t h e r e f o re ,  need not  be d e a l t  with in  groups segregated on 

the b a s i s  of sex.

2. The opinions of Negro ch i ld ren  toward white 

people are not p e c u l i a r  a t  any age from 10 to 20 years .  

However, educa t ional  and soc ia l  problems in c id en t  to opin

ions of Negroes toward white people should not be d e a l t  with 

without  regard to d i f f e r e n c e s  in age in years  simply because 

the opinions are not p e c u l i a r  to group d i f f e r e n c e s  in  age.

3. Negro c h i l d r e n ’ s opinions of whi tes  are  r a t h e r  

cons tan t  from one g ra d e - l e v e l  to another  with re spec t  to 

grades V through XII .  The evidence seemed to support the 

conclusion th a t  s te reo ty p es  do not e n te r  the minds of
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i n d iv id u a l s ,  f o r  the f i r s t  time, between f i f t h  grade and 

tw e l f th  grade .  Even though the opinions of Negro c h i ld ren  

toward whi tes  are  not p e c u l ia r  to s tudents  of d i f f e r e n t  

g r a d e - l e v e l s ,  from Grade V through Grade XII, the educa

t i o n a l  and so c ia l  problems in c id e n t  to Negro opinion f o r 

mation may bes t  be d e a l t  with  d i f f e r e n t l y  a t  d i f f e r e n t  grade 

l e v e l s .

4, The expressed opinion of Negro c h i ld re n  seemed 

to support the conclusion th a t  the s te reo types  which s t i l l  

hold much of t h e i r  a u th o r i ty  as assigned to whi tes  by Negroes 

are t h a t  white  people are more mercenary and d e c e i t f u l  than 

Negroes; t h e r e f o re ,  the evidence seemed to suggest  t h a t  Ne

groes f e e l  t h a t  white people w i l l  t ry  to take advantage of 

them in m at te rs  involving money,

5, The s te reo ty p es  which s t i l l  hold much of t h e i r  

a u th o r i ty  as assigned to Negroes by Negroes are  t h a t  they 

a re  more powerful p h y s ic a l ly ;  t h a t  they are more r e l i g i o u s ,  

more musical ,  speed ie r ,  and n o i s i e r  than white people . This 

evidence seemed to support  the conclusion th a t  Negroes might 

be more emotional and aggress ive  than white people , who a t  

d i f f e r e n t  times have d i f f e r e n t  avenues of express ion .

6, The s te reo ty p es  which have l o s t  much of t h e i r  

a u th o r i ty  are those which cha rac te r ize d  a race  as lazy ,  

drunkards,  igno ran t ,  m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  i n e f f i c i e n t ,  unprogres

s iv e ,  and u n s c i e n t i f i c .  This seemed to be a l o g ic a l  con

c lu s io n  since the respondents expressed the opinion th a t  the
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two rac e s  a re  equal when they are  compared with r e s p e c t  to 

these  t r a i t s .  I t  would seem t h a t  the expressed opinions of 

Negroes toward white people tended more to u n iv e r s a l i z e  

Negro l i f e  and ex p e r ien c e , s t r e s s in g  the sameness of human 

beings r e g a r d l e s s  of observable r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,

7 . The opinions which in d ic a t e  a t t i t u d e s  of e q u a l i 

ty and to le ran ce  of Negro s tuden ts  should serve as evidence 

to a l l  people t h a t  there  i s  a very b r i g h t  ray of hope in 

today’ s you th - -our  c i t i z e n s  of tomorrow.

Recommendations

1. I t  i s  recommended t h a t  f u r t h e r  study be made

using the same instrument used in  t h i s  study, or a modified

vers ion  of i t ,  w ith  white s tuden ts  as respondents .  Through

out the study there  was ever  p resen t  the ques t ion ,  "How 

would a white  s tudent  answer t h i s  same question?"

2. I t  i s  recommended t h a t  f u r t h e r  r e sea rch ,  using 

the ins t rument  used in t h i s  study,  should vary the response 

category to fo rce  the respondents  in to  a dichotomy of an

swers. I t  was f e l t  t h a t  some respondents  did not e x e r t  

enough e f f o r t  to form an opinion.  The answer ca tegory ,  " I  

don’ t  know," provided an avenue of " l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e . "

3. I t  i s  recommended t h a t  f u r t h e r  study be done to 

determine the d i f f e r e n c e s  of opinions of Negroes toward white  

people because of the d i f f e r e n c e s  in  c u l t u r a l  background.

4. I t  i s  recommended t h a t  f u r t h e r  study be made of
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the opinions of Negro s tuden ts  toward w h i te s ,  extending both 

ends of the g r a d e - l e v e l ,  the lower grades to  include t h i r d  

and fo u r th  grades and an upward ex tension  to  include c o l l e g e .  

Since evidence supports  the conclusion t h a t  s te reo ty p es  are 

not  inborn ,  a t  what age or  grade do they come in to  the minds 

of in d iv id u a l s ?  The evidence seemed to support  the con

c lu s io n  t h a t  s t e r e o ty p e s  do not e n te r  the minds of in d iv id u 

a l s ,  f o r  the f i r s t  t ime, between f i f t h  grade and tw e lf th  

g rad e .

5. Important  information made a v a i la b le  through 

t h i s  study shoula o f f e r  a s s i s ta n c e  to t each e rs  in  t h e i r  

s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  programs and enable them to understand t h e i r  

s tuden ts  more f u l l y .

6.  This study should be used to help school o f f i c 

i a l s  keep school c u r r i c u l a  u p - to -d a te  and in  harmony with 

accepted recognized school needs. The f in d in g s  of t h i s  

study should be made known to school a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t e a ch e r s ,  

lay c i t i z e n s ,  and the s tuden ts  themselves.

7. I t  i s  recommended th a t  school o f f i c i a l s ,  p a re n t s ,  

t e a c h e r s ,  lay  c i t i z e n s ,  and the c h i ld ren  themselves become 

concerned about the "opinions of Negro c h i ld ren  toward 

whites"  in  the b i - r a c i a l  South.
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Mailing address :

122 Whitehand Hall  
Norman, Oklahoma

Q uest ionnaire  to be sent  to

319 Education Building 
U n ive rs i ty  of Oklahoma

February 27, 1959

,, P r in c ip a l

, Louis iana

Dear Mr.

You have been sen t ,  under separa te  cover,  p r in te d  m at te r  
as  pe r  promise in  my l a s t  l e t t e r .

We are  happy to t e l l  you t h a t  we do not have any se t  
r u l e s  f o r  you to  go by in adm in is te r ing  the o p in io n a i re .
This means t h a t  you may go about i t  as you d e s i r e .  We do 
make some suggest ions which we f e e l  w i l l  be to your bes t  
advantage .  Some such suggest ions  a re :

1. I n s t r u c t  a l l  persons a s s i s t i n g  you a t  a given time 
—perhaps j u s t  before  they adm in is te r  the form.

2. No in d iv id u a l  should be allowed to take a q u e s t io n 
n a i re  home or to have i t  over n ig h t .  No person o r  
persons should be allowed to copy any p a r t s  of the 
form.

3. The form should be r e tu rn e d  to  you w i th in  a time 
l i m i t  t h a t  i s  reasonable  to  you, a f t e r  i t  i s  com
p le te d .

4. The form should be mailed to me as e a r ly  as 
poss ib le  a f t e r  i t  i s  completed. (Postage covering 
same enc losed . )

5. The person in charge should help  the s tudent  with 
the personal  da ta  sh e e t .  They should check with 
sp ec ia l  emphasis to see t h a t  the date  of b i r t h  and 
the age agree .
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6. The only help t h a t  the person in charge i s  to give 
with  the op in iona i re  i s  an explanat ion  of words or 
terms.  They are  not  to suggest  answers. They 
should be sure t h a t  each s tudent  understands how 
to mark, and should see t h a t  each of the 40 items 
are  answered.

7. Extra  copies of the form were sent  to safeguard 
any poss ib le  shor tage ,  forms spoi led  too badly 
to be used, e tc .

8. All of the forms should be administered a t  the 
same time, i f  p o s s ib le ,  so as not to  allow s tuden ts  
to  d iscuss  the forms with s tudents  who have yet  to  
answer the ques t ions .  But a form may be given a 
second day to s tuden ts  absent  the f i r s t  day. I t
i s  not  suggested t h a t  more than two days be given
to adm inis ter ing  any p a r t s  of t h i s  form.

9. I t  i s  not suggested t h a t  any e x t r a  p r e s t ig e  be 
given to the q ues t ionna i re  in s o f a r  as s tuden ts  are  
concerned. That i s ,  they should f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  
j u s t  another  phase of t h e i r  requ ired  l e s so n s .

10. The f i r s t  answer t h a t  comes to a s tu d e n t ’ s mind
a f t e r  reading the quest ion  i s  the answer t h a t  we 
want. He should not  be given the form fo r  s tudy. 
But he should f e e l  f r e e  to  r a i s e  a hand to seek 
help with  a word or term. He should not be allowed
ro read the e n t i r e  form before  he begins to  answer.

11. Frankly ,  the ques t ions  do not have any answers, 
t h a t  i s ,  c o r r e c t  answers; t h e r e f o re ,  no one i s  in
p o s i t io n  to say who gave the b e s t  answers. We 

only want what these  ch i ld ren  th ink about each of 
the ques t ions .

12. We expect  th a t  the c h i ld re n  of 5th and perhaps 6th 
grade w i l l  need the g r e a t e r  amount of help with 
d e f i n i t i o n  of words and/or  terms.  But we have had 
success with 4th graders  reading  and unders tanding 
the form.

13. I t  should be r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a l l  of these s ta tements  
are  suggest ions and not s e t  r u l e s  to go by. The 
only r e s t r i c t e d  req u es t  i s  t h a t  no one answers a 
quest ion  f o r  a s tudent  and th a t  no s tudent  be a l 
lowed to seek help from persons not in  charge.
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14. Please  tender  our thanks to a l l  persons a s s i s t i n g  
you and as much c r e d i t  as you wish and deserve 
w i l l  be given in  the d i s s e r t a t i o n .

I sh a l l  look forward to an ea r ly  r e tu r n  of the form 
and to v i s i t i n g  your community i f  you deem i t  necessary .

In the community background, p lease  d iscuss  a lso  the 
educa tional  o p p o r tu n i t i e s —th a t  i s  the co l leg e s ,  i f  any, 
e t c .

Again we are  very g r a t e f u l  to you, Mr. _____________ ,
fo r  your coopera t ion .

Very t r u ly  yours.

C. H. Thomas, J r .  
Graduate Student

cc: Dr. Claude R. Kelley
E n c l . : stamps
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

(This page to  be completed with the help of the teache r )

Name ________________________________________ School
(A number may be used in s tead  of name)

Grade ___ Date of B i r t h ________________ Age   Sex: Boy
Month Day Year G i r l

Do you l i v e  in the country? ____  Small town?_____

City  5,000 - 50,000? C i ty  over 50,000?___
(Check only one p l e a s e ) .

With whom do you l i v e ?  Fa ther  and Mother? _____  Father?_
Mother?_

Other?
( I f  " o t h e r , ” please  name.
Example: B ro ther ,  S i s t e r ,  Guardian.)

What i s  your f a t h e r ’ s age?   What i s  h i s  occupation? _

C irc le  the  h ig h e s t  grade your f a t h e r  completed in  school:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Higher

What i s  your mother’ s age? ___ What kind of work does she
do? ______________________

C i r c l e  the h ig h e s t  grade your mother completed in  school:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Higher

Do your p a ren ts  own t h e i r  own home? Yes _____  No____ ______

Est imate the amount of money t h a t  your pa ren ts  make tog e th e r  
each year:  (Check one)

$ 600.00 to $1,800.00 per year  ________?
1.800.00 - 3 ,000.00 per  year  ________?
3,000.00 - 4 ,500.00 per  year  ________?
4.500.00 - 6 ,000.00 per y e a r ________?
More than $6,000.00 per year  _______ ?

What church do you a t t e n t ?  B a p t i s t  __________  C a tho l ic ______

Methodist  _______  Other _______________________________
T i f  o ther  please  give the name)
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QUESTIONNAIRE

I n s t r u c t io n s  and D irec t ions

(The teacher  w i l l  p lease  do no more than define  words or 
terms and show how to check the answers .)  (FOR GRADES 5-12 
ONLY)

In order  f o r  us to lea rn  the opinions of Negro c h i ld re n  t o 
ward white people ,  we are asking you to p lease  check the 
answer of your choice a f t e r  each sentence. Answer the f i r s t  
sentence and then go to  the nex t .  Please do not be c a r e l e s s ,  
and do not t ry  to  remember how you answered an e a r l i e r  sen
tence .  Check only one answer a f t e r  each sentence.  Remember 
t h a t  we want your b e s t  answer. You may beg in .

1. White people are  more i n t e l l i g e n t  (smarter)  than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t __know__

2. White people are more m a t e r i a l i s t i c  ( lovers  of m a te r ia l  
th ings  as c a r s  and houses) than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

3. White people are more p rogress ive  ( i n t e r e s t e d  in improv
ing) than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t __know__

4. White people are more conceited  (proud of themselves) 
than Negroes,

True  Less  The same  I don’ t__know__

5. White people are more se l f -c e n te re d  ( s e l f i s h  and i n t e r 
es ted  in  themselves)  than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

6. White people a re  more ambit ious (wanting fo r  success) 
than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

7. White people are more sportsmanlike ( f a i r  with  o the rs )  
than Negroes.

True Less  The same  I don’ t  know__
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8. White people are  more sop h is t i ca ted  ( a r t i f i c i a l )  than 
Negroes,

True_ Less  The same  I don’ t_know__

9. White people are  more s c i e n t i f i c  ( l o g i c a l  in  th ink ing)  
than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t_know__

10. White people are more i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  ( l i k e ly  to think 
or a c t  a lone)  than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

11. White people are  more indus t r ious  ( l i k e l y  to work hard 
f o r  what they want) than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

12. White people are  more aggress ive (quick to a t t a c k )  than 
Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

13. White people are  more mercenary (greedy fo r  money) than 
Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

14. White people are  more d e c e i t f u l  ( t r i c k y  or mis leading)  
than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

15. White people are more o s t e n ta t io u s  (fond of show) than 
Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

16. White people are  more e f f i c i e n t  (ap t  to  do a job b e t t e r )  
than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know

17. White people are  more b o as t fu l  ( l i k e l y  to brag) than 
Negroes.

True Less  The same  I don’ t  know
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18. White people are  u g l i e r  (d i sp lea s in g  to the eye) than 
than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

19. White people are  more u n t r u th f u l  (given to speaking a 
l i e )  than Negroes.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

20. White people are  more th iev ing  ( l i k e l y  to s t e a l )  than 
Negroes.

True Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

21. Negroes are  more musical ( l i k e l y  to love music) than 
white people .

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

22. Negroes are more r e l i g i o u s  (devoted to God) than white 
peop le .

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

23. Negroes are more s u p e r s t i t i o u s  ( f e a r f u l  of the unknown, 
myster ious ,  or  s u p e r n a tu r a l ) than white people .

True Less The same I don’ t  know__

24. Negroes are  more happy-go-lucky (care  f r e e )  than white 
people .

True  Less  The same  I don’t  know___

25. Negroes are more powerful ph y s ic a l ly  ( s t rong)  than white 
people.

True  Less  The same  I dcn‘ t  know___

26. Negroes are n o i s i e r  ( louder)  than white people.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know___

27. Negroes are more .jovial  ( j o l l y  or merry) than white 
people .

True Less  The same  I  don’ t  know___
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28. Negroes are more im i ta t iv e  (given to copying o thers )  
than white people .

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know___

29. Negroes are  more f a i t h f u l  ( lo y a l  or  t ru s tw or thy )  than 
white  people .

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know___

30. Negroes are more t a l k a t i v e  (given to much speaking) 
than white people .

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know___

31. Negroes are  more generous ( l i b e r a l  or open handed) than 
white people .

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know___

32. Negroes are  more kindly ( co n s id e ra te ,  g rac ious  or 
p le a sa n t )  than white people.

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know___

33. Negroes are  l a z i e r  than white people .

True Less  The same  I don’ t  know___

34. Negroes a re  more gregar ious  (ap t  to group tog e th e r )  
than white people .

True  Less  The same  I don’t  know___

35. Negroes are p r e t t i e r  (p leas ing  to the eye) than white 
people .

True  Less  The same  I d o n ' t  know___

36. Negroes are more a t h l e t i c  (phys ica l  c o n te s t e r s )  than 
white people .

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know

37. Negroes are  more rap id  (able to  move sw if t ly  or to  run 
f a s t e r )  than wnite people .

True Less The same  I don’ t  know___
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38. Negroes are  more cooperat ive  (ap t  to  work to g e th e r  fo r
common ends or mutual b e n e f i t )  than white people .

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know__

39. Negroes are  drunkards more ( f req u e n t ly  or h a b i tu a l l y  i n 
to x ic a te d  or overcome by a lcoho l ic  l iq u o r  or drugs)
than white people .

True  Less  The same  I don’t  know

40. Negroes are happier  more (contented or  s a t i s f i e d )  than 
white  people .

True  Less  The same  I don’ t  know
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March 20, 1959

High School 
, Louis iana

Mr. C. H. Thomas, J r . ,  Graduate Student 
Univers i ty  of Oklahoma 
Norman, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Thomas:

This l e t t e r  inc ludes  the information you asked f o r  in 
your l e t t e r  dated February 19, 1959.

________  School i s  loca ted  miles south of
_, Louis iana ,  in  north  c e n t r a l  Louis iana.  The

of ________  i s  made up of approximately 40 thousand people
of which 45/0 are  Negroes. Our school community i s  made up 
of about 5,000 people of which over 90% are Negroes. The
school i s  loca ted  in  the   a rea  which i s  a r i c h
farming sec t ion  and near ly  a l l  pa ren ts  depend upon farming 
fo r  a l iv i n g  with an average annual income of approximately
$2,500.00.  The pos t  o f f i c e ___________i s  t h e ____________
permanent se t t lem en t  in  Louis iana and one of the most i n t e r 
e s t i n g .  E s tab l i sh ed  by the French between 1710-14 to promote 
trade  with  Spaniards and the Ind ians .

This school i s  the only senior  high school in  t h i s  
s e c t io n .  The I .Q.  l e v e l  of the s tudents  i s  a l i t t l e  above 
average,  but  the achievement i s  low. This cond i t ion  stems 
from severa l  reasons :  L i t t l e  emphasis has been placed on
educa t ion ,  there  was no sen io r  high school f o r  Negroes in
t h i s  s e c t io n  of the _____  u n t i l  r ec en t  years  (1948), and a
lu c r a t i v e  income could be r e a l i z e d  through farming which made 
formal education seem u s e l e s s  to many. The school i s  made 
up of 417 elementary s tuden ts  and 209 high school s tu d e n ts .
We have 32 classroom te a c h e r s  of which 16 a re  working in  the 
high school .  Grades 1 through 8 a re  considered elementary 
grades and 9 through 12 high school.

Race r e l a t i o n s  are  much b e t t e r  in  our school community 
than one would f in d  in the average Southern community of 
s im i la r  s i z e .  Negroes r e g i s t e r  and vote without  the s l i g h t 
e s t  opposi t ion  or resen tm ent ,  and Negro v o te rs  make up more 
than 25% of a l l  reg is te red ,  vo te rs  in t h i s  p a r i s h .  Unlawful 
i n t e g r a t i o n  has always been a p a r t  of t h i s  community the 
same as in  most Southern towns. Even during s lavery  Negroes 
who were descendants of Whites had an unusual high s t a t u s .  
Large p l a n t a t i o n s  were owned by Negroes as well  as the Negro
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s laves  who provided l a b o r .  In one case a Negro woman,
____________ , who was born in  the Congo and brought to
Louis iana  as a s lave ,  was sold to a White p l a n t e r  f o r  whom 
she bore a Mulatto c h i l d .  After  the death of the White
p l a n t e r  h i s  widow se t  _________  f ree  and the French Crown
bestowed a huge g ran t  of land on h e r .  This Negro woman was 
very success fu l  in  bus iness  and she came in  possess ion  of 
30 thousand a c res  of land and hundreds of s laves ,  inc luding
the ____________ . This in c id en t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a precedent  in
Louis iana  and i t  has been repeated  so of ten  u n t i l  today 
there  a re  thousands and thousands of Mulatto people in 
Louis iana  known as "French C re o le s ,"  who are  not r e a l l y  
Whites nor Negroes and a t  the same time they p resen t  qu i te  
a problem in the f i e l d  of i n t e g r a t i o n .  This element of the 
popula t ion  s t i l l  owns much of the land which was passed down 
to them by White p a re n t s .  About 50% of the c h i ld re n  a t t e n d 
ing t h i s  school are  Mulattoes  or French C re o le s .  Since the 
Mulatto i s  somewhat segregated i t  i s  safe to say t h a t  they 
are  a l l  C a th o l ic s  and the t rue  Negro i s  B a p t i s t .

Whites and Negroes a t tend  the same Catho l ic  church 
and are members of the same church.  There i s  a s l i g h t  
degree of seg rega t ion  in  the sea t ing  arrangement, but  they 
seem to unders tand each o th e r  very wel l  and there  a re  no 
c o n f l i c t s .  The main c o n f l i c t  i s  where and when the Negro 
man e n te r s  the scene, which means the Negro woman has always 
been t o l e r a t e d  and has much more freedom than the man. For 
t h i s  reason school i n t e g r a t i o n  seems to be f a r  fe tched .
Negroes have made severa l  a t tempts  to e n te r  _________________
which i s _______________________________________________________ ;
however, var ious  economic r e p r i s a l s  and p o l i t i c a l  p ressu res  
have c u r t a i l e d  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  may be safe to say th a t  
in  some a reas  due to  r e c e n t  passed s t a t e  laws re in fo rc in g  
seg reg a t io n ,  i n t e g r a t i o n  has experienced r e t r o g r e s s i o n .

The sc h o o l ' s  philosophy dea ls  with  the c h i ld ,  not as 
a Negro or a second c l a s s  c i t i z e n ,  but  as an American who 
i s  to l i v e ,  a s so c ia t e  and compete with o ther  Americans.

Very t r u ly  yours .

P r in c ip a l

cc:  Dr. Claude R. Kelley
P ro fe s so r  of Education 
U n ive rs i ty  of Oklahoma


