


















































































































































50 Rep. No. 104,

Ww. D Miller, esq., of Texas, at present in this city, has been
appointed the secretary of your board, and will be directed to
report to you for duty.

Until otherwise directed by the President of the United States,
it is expected that you will sit in this city, and as the duration of
your appointment has been limited, it is necessary that you should
immediately organize and enter upon the discharge of your duties.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. MEDILL.
B. H. BrewsTER, Esq.,
Epw. Harpin, Esq.,
Commissioners.
No. 7
[CoNFIDENTIAL. ] City or WasHINgTON,

Cherokee Commission Office, February 15, 1847.

Sir: The Cherokee commission commenced its sittings soon after
the 20th day of August last; but having decided several enormous
claims adversely to the claimants, they at once ceased to file them.
We then advertised in Washington, North Carolina, and in the
Cherokee country, that we would not receive claims, unless upon
cause shown, aftet the 26th day of December last, and up to that
time only about thirty-five claims had been filed; all of which we
had decided, except upon such as written applications had been
made, requestlng that they should not be acte&fupon.

Now there are more than eight hundred claims upon the docket,
and we are informed upon good authority that above two thousand
are behind, involving, in the whole, the sum of at least four mil-
lions of dollars, which will not be filed, under the belief that the -
“term of the commission “will expire before their claims can be
reached. Those kept back are mostly from the west.

As far as we have gone, we have allowed only about 5 per cent.
of the claims preferred; and I am afraid that we have passed, even -
at that rate, more than we ought to have done. Judge, then, how
much nerve and determination it requires to withstand the clamors
of the claimants, and their attomneys, together with that of all
those to whom they are indebted in Washington for board, lodg-
ing, and washing; and, including brokers, shoemakers, tallors &e.,
&c., &c., amounting to a little army. And we are blamed for not
making decisions to enable them to pay their debts, by many,
when, in fact, they are living by the delay, and have filed requests
that their claims should not be decided upon.

The Congress have refused to extend the time of the commis-
sion, and have not even appropriated a sum sufficient to carry it
through the year; so that these unsettled claims will continue to
hang upon the government, to 1its great annoyance, perhaps, for
many years to come.  We do not wish to spin out the time of the
commission. Mr. Brewsteris willing to quit it at any moment, and



































































