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acres in the villages; I have been unable to obtain the number of lots:
The village of Vandalia contains about 240 acres; Carrollton, about
2,200; Great Valley, about 260; Salamanca, about 2,000; West Sala-
mdnca, about 750, and Red House, a small strip of land, about 40 acres.
Prior to 1892 these lands were leased on twelve-ycar leases, and the
income from them was about $11,000 to $13,000, varying during the
years that I examined the records, from 1881 down to 1892.

Under an act of the legislature in 1892, this council was authorized
to make ninety-nine-year leases of this property. At this time it was
estimated that the approximate value of the lots and improvements in
each of the villages was as follows: Vandalia, the improvements were
valued at $8,000, lots $b 000; Carrollton, improvements $:30,000, lots
$25,000; Great leley, 1mprovemenns $20,000, Jots $20,000; Salamanca,
1mprovemcnts were valued at $1,200, 000 and lots at $500 000; West
Salamanca, improvements $50, 0()0 lots $50,000; Red Houqe, 1mp1 ove-
ments $10,000, lots $8,000. Notwithstanding the largely increased value
of the improvements on this reservation, in 1892 the rentals were
reduced from in the neighborhood of $12,000 to about $6,000, and the
collection of rentals from that time down to the present has varied
from $5,000 to $7,000. According to the books of the clerk at this
time, the income for 1897 was $7,416.44, including oil leases, farm leases,
and everything. The value of the railroad improvements on the reser-
vation is very large, aggregating at least a million and a half dollars.

I find in the report of the agent made to your Department August
12, 1897, the following :

I have reason to believe, from well-directed inquiries made by me, that the funds
of the nation are improvidently expended. After diligent inquiry I am satisfied
that the funds of this nation are absorbed to a large extent by the officers of the
nation, and that the officers have been known to collude with white men to discount
the orders issued, for the payee named in the order, when the treasurcr has the
funds to pay the same in full. Quite a large sum is expended each year to the coun-
cilors, who procure meetings of the council unnecessarily, without any business to
transact of any consequence. The officers and -councilors also perpetuate them-
selves in office by corruptly using the funds of the nation among the ignorant and
illiterate Indians, purchasing votes, so that it is almost impossible for the honest
Indian to get rid of the corrupt dynasty which has conducted the affairs of the
nation for many years.

After carefully investigating the books of the clerk of the nation, I
am inclined to corroborate the report of the agent, and in this connec-
tion desire to call your attention to a report of the Seneca Nation made
by its officers and attached to a memorial which they have filed with
the House Committee on Indian Affairs within the present month. In
their report from June, 1891, to June, 1892, they say that they paid
officers $6,114.44 out of the total income of $16,000; that they paid
board bills for said officers, $2,337.35; and for miscellaneous accounts
allowed $2,859; and for contingent incidental expenses of the execu-
tive officers, $323; making a total of $11,633, that I think one can fairly
infer was used for the benefit of the officers and council. The same
report for 1892 to 1893 shows that they pald officers $2,363.15; board
bills, $1,374.04; pald renewed orders, $1,482,70; and 1)a,1d IIIISOBH‘LHGOUS
accounts, $1, 281.55. This scheme of paying renewed orders is alleged
to be one of the plans of the officers to defraud the nation. I have
been absolutely unable to find any reason for any such entries, or for
the payment of any moneys on renewed orders.

The total amount reported for this period, 1892 to 1893, was $8,710.75,
of which $6,500 seems to have gone for the benefit of the council and
executive officers. From 1893 to 1894 they report $2,847, out of which
the officers received $804 salaries; and there was board, $677; and mis-
cellaneous accounts allowed, mostly to the officers, $496. In other
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words, 31,977 seems to have been used for the benefit of the officers.
From 1894 to 1395 this report shows that the president and officers
received as salaries $1,867.75; that their board was paid to the amount
of $658.10; miscellaneous, $1,120.87; in other words, $3,640 seems to
have been used for the benefit of the officers, out of the total of $4,284.
From 1895 to 1896 the total amount received was $5,321; the officers
were paid $1,847 salaries; board was paid to the amount of $1,092;
and miscellaneous accounts, $380; in other words, $3,819 out of %0,621
seems to have been been absorbed by the officers. From 1896 to 1897
the total amount collected was $8,393. This year they paid the officers
$1,016; paid board for them, $1,055; paid miscellaneous accounts, which
are entirely unitemized, $4,783; so that there was absorbed in the three
items—salary, board, and miscellaneous—®§6,854 out of $8,398.31.

Itis a fact that I do not think they will dispute that the body of the
people have not received from its officers a single dollar of income from
these leases during the last four or five years.

I desire in this connection to incorporate a few of the memoranduins
as I have taken them from the record. These are exactly as they appear
on the records of the tribe, and are records made of the council of Aypril
24, 1897, and later:

Frank Patterson moved and seconded that committee on settlement of accounts
with I". T. Jamerson, jr., treas., make report in council.  Carried.

Howard Doxtater made a following report: Receipts, commencing June Gth, 1896,
$4,521.46; dishursements, $4,098.02; bal. on haund, $423.44. Same Tmoved and sec.
onded that the report of said com. is her eby approvcd Carried.

Frank Sencca moved and seconded we appropriate $25 cach to the president and
clerk for expenses; total, $50. Carried.

IFrank Patterson moved and seconded we appropriate $150 for extra services for
T. I. Jemerson, treas. Carried.

Roll ealled, and appropriated $150.

Frank Patterson moved and seconded we instruet the clerk to make a statement of
the expenses of two councils, Carried.

The clerk, ¥. T. Jemerson, reported in council the expenses $944.94,

Patterson moved, and was seconded, we appropriate the sum of $944.94. Carried.

Roll call, and appropriated.

Frank Datterson moved and seconded we appropriate $300 to Le distributed
among the Seneca Nation.

Roll called, and appropriated.

Adj'd. :
Couxcrr, May 6th, ’97.

President stated object of calling council was to appropriate money to H. Half-
town and C. C. Lay for taking census, and to make appropriation to councilors for
services on examination of oil leases.

Eli Jemerson moved and seconded we appropriate $50 to pay C. C. Lay and Harri-
son Ilalftown $25 each. Carried.

Frank Patterson moved and seconded we appropriate $255 to the 14 couucilors,
president, and 2 clerks for services at ex. oil leases. Carried.

Jesse Jimerson moved and seconded we reconsider in regard to woney appropri-
ated by council to go to the people, known as oil money. Carried.

By Thos. Silverheels:

Resolved, That I, T'. Jemerson, jr., treas., be, and he is hereby, instructed to
pay all orders belongs to the councillors and executive officers out of said funds.

IFrank Patterson moved and seconded we appropriate the sum of $100 apiece to
W. C. Hoag and A. L. Jemerson for extra services. Carricd.

Casler Redeye moved and seconded we appropriate $20 to pay Frank Seneca and
Thomas Silverhecls. Com. appointed by council to look after same.

Wm. Jemerson moved and seconded we appropriate sufficicnt sum to pay the Atty.,

M. T. Jenkins, services for Seneca Nation, $50. Carried.

Casler Redeye moved and seconded we appropriate $16 to Robt. White for board
bill. Carried.

The clerk states that the expenses during this council, $633.16.

Roll called and appropriated $633.16.

I. T. JIMERSON, I’res.
KinG Tavrcmzr, Clk.
W. C. Hoag, Trcas.
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New council organized June 1st, 1897:

President, T. I, Jemerson; clerk, King Tallehief; treasurer, William C. Hoag.

Councillors.—Cattaraugus: Thos. Nilverheels, I'rank Sencca, Frank Patterson,
Franeis Lay, George Tomma, Jesse Jimerson, Young M. Lay, Eli Jimersou. Allegany :
Sackett Redeye, Phillips, A. L. Jimerson, Robt. White, Chas. Logan, Edmond
Bowen, Fred Abrams, Casler Redeye.

On June 5th, 1897, held anotlier session and appropriated $616 to council, $25 each
to Jemerson, Tallchief, and Iloag for incidental expenses, and $10 cach as salary.

Last session, Sept. 4th, adj’d until 9 a. m. next morning. No further record.

The extracts from the record of the council above given therefore
show that between April 24 and June 5, 1897, the council of the
Seneca Nation absolutely voted to themselves and the executive
officers $3,150 of the people’s money, and there is nothing on file or of
record to show either services rendered, valuable or otherwise, and no
pretense of a voucher. I desire to call attention to the fact that in
every instance save two, where money was appropriated, it was to a
member of the council, even for board and taking the census.

T also wish to state that the taking of the census was paid for by the
United States, and refer you to the first quarterly statement of Agent
Jewell for 1895. Indeed, the principal business of these sessions seems
to be to appropriate money to the council or the executive officers.

There is a great deal of complaint among the people as to the peace-
makers’ court, and the general opinion seems to be that they are
impractical and arbitrary, and rule without justice or form of law. It
seems to me that in controversies between Indians the Indian is prac-
tically without remedy at law. The peacemakers are men unlearned in
the law, and are entirely without the knowledge of the rules of prac-
tice in any court. They have not the least notion whatever of equity,
and no knowledge of the rules of evidence. It is openly charged that
they are mercenary, and arbitrarily refuse to issue process or entertain
application for process where important rights are involved, and there
is no power to compel them to act, and no appeal from their action
except to the council, composed of the same class of men, of which
they are the most influential members. The powers of this peacemak-
ers’ court should be diminished, and the right of appeal to the courts
of the State of New York should be given. To this end a petition has
been circulated among the Indians, and signed by a large number, ask-
ing the legislature for relief; but the council and executive force are
using and will continue to use all their influence against any modifica-
tion of the law that will result in a loss of power to them, and they
frighten and coerce the ignorant by telling them it is a Government
scheme to make them take lands in allotment and becowe citizens, the
old bugaboo that is nsed with all classes of Indians everywhere, and
for all purposes. If possible the legislature of the State of New York
should be induced to amend this law.

My conclusion is that the affairs of this nation are very loosely and
irregularly managed; that the officers use the power of the place for
the purpose of perpetuating themselves, and it is openly charged here
that the money of the nation is used for the same purpose. I donot pre-
tend to say that this is true, but certain it is that the saine lot of gentle-
men have been in power for many years, and it looks very much like a
political ring, with the power of perpetuation. I think the great wrong
was done the people of this nation at the time the ninety-nine-year
leases were consummated. The idea of 5,490 acres of the reservation
lands of these people being given up to village purposes, laid out in
lots, and occupied by at least six or seven thousand people, and only
an income of about $600 a year from it, seems monstrous to me. I do
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not know what the remedy is, or that anything can be done by your
Department to correct the cvils done in making these leases, but I
think you can arrange to have the people get a little of the beggarly
income that is produced by these leases.

The responsibility for the existing condition of affairs on these reser-
vations and among the Seneca Nation of Indians is very largely with
and upon the president, treasurer, and clerk, who are denominated the
executive officers, Of this trio, I think the treasurer, Mr. Hoag, is
the dominant character and the power that organizes the political
forces. He has been president or treasurer most of the time for five or
six years, and I think it is plain that it is his management that has
brought about the conditions that exist here. Ile has kept his books
neatly, and takes pride in showing them and assuring everyone
that not a dollar has been paid out except upon the order of the
council. I presume this is so, but when you recur to the figures and
note that more than one-half of all the funds received have, by this
same council, been voted either to themselves or to the executive offi-
cers I am not surprised that the Indian people complain.

When some poor Indian takes up this same report for the twelve
months between June, 1891, and June, 1892, and notes that $6,144.44
was paid for salaries, and only $1,117 devoted to the poor people, I do
not wonder that he groans at the weight of his burden. When he
notes that $2,337.35 was paid for the b()@rd of this council in the same
year, and only $502 devoted to the highways of all the reservatious,
I am not surprised that he calls for relief.

The proportion of money used by the executive officers and the coun-
cil for themselves is about the same all through the years 1891, 1892,
1893, 1894, 1895, 1896, and 1897, and I did not find from exa,miuation,
or learn from many inquiries, that any of this fund had ever been paid
out to or divided among the people. Barly in 1897 $300 was appro-
priated for this purpose, but within a few days this action was rescinded,
and the money was appropriated to the officers, as you will see by the
quotations from the record which are incorporated herein.

My investigation here has been confined for the most part to an
examination of the records and discussing matters with the officers of
the council. I have also been visited by a few members of the nation
who represent the faction opposed to the council. While I have given
the facts gleaned from the records of the past year, I do not wish to be
understood as saying that they are worse, or that the business has been
conducted more loosely under their management than in the past. The
affairs are now conducted practically as they have been for many years
past.

‘With the limited means at my disposal, and the time I am expected
to do this work, it has been impossible to go into details.

In order to check up the leases with the cash accounts it would be
necessary to abstract the records of leases contained in eight large
volumes. This would take months of time. In this regard I can only
say that the treasurer claims they have 1,412 outstanding live and
effective leases. His cashbook shows that he collected rentals on less
than 1,200 leases. There are grave charges in regard to this very
matter.

It is my judgment that the affairs of the Seneca Nation of Indians
should have a thorough investigation. I believe it to be for the material
and best interests of all the people of this nation that it be done. In
Jjustice to all who have been connected with the control of its affairs,
as well as the poor and ignorant who have suffered, as they believe,
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through misappropriation of funds, this investigation should be made
thorough and complete. ]

I attach to this report certain data and facts showing the number of
leases, ete.; also showing the manner of describing property, with
observations on the official report, and also the report of the executive
officers, and affidavits, ete.

G. B. PrAY,
Special United States Indian Agent.

The whole number of leases recorded ... ... . ... uiiiiiiiiaaann . 3,111
The number of libers occupied. . ..o o i it

The number of pagesin eachliber.. ... .. i 600
The whole number of leases prior to 1892. .. . ... .. ooiiaaa-. 2, 031
The term of said leases prior to 1892, act of Congress 1875...........years.. 113
The number of leases renewed in 1892 and since. ... ... oo oo ooao. 1,080
The term of said leases, under act of 1875 and 1890.._....... ... .... years.. 99
Average amount of rental per lease, prior to 1892....c. oo ..l $10. 75
Average amount of rental since 1892.. ... ... ... ... iiai.ioo.. $5. 00

The character ot the descriptions in leases is very hard to determine from as
to the number of acres contained, as the description is given by very indefinite
metes and bounds, of which the following are samples:

Commencing at a point in the road rnnning from Salamanca to Cold Spring, at the
southwest corner of land leased to R. Fellows; thence westerly along said highway
330 feet; thence north 218 feet; thence east 330; thence south 218 feet to the place
of beginning. Amount rental, $4.50. Seneca Nation to C. 8. Hubbell.

Fourteen Jeases to C. S. and Emeline Hnbbhell, aggregate rental only $48 per annum.

Beginning at a point in center of West River street at southwest corner of' lands
owned by James Quigley; thence westerly along the center of West River street,
45 fect to lands owned formerly by Sylvester Sherwood; thence northerly along saicd
Sherwood’s east line to lands owned formerly by D. M. Cloud; thence easterly to said
Quigley’s northwest corner; thence southerly along said Quigley’s west line 1253 feet
to the center of said West River street to place of beginning. John Hoag, $3 per
annuni.

Leases run from 50 cents to 30 cents per annum; average about $5 on the 1,080
ninety-nine-year leases.

The whole numbher of leases prior to 1892 was 2,031. The income therefrom,
hetween 1880 and 1885 was from %10,000 to $11,000 per annuin.

According to the books of the nation there are now 1,412 ninety-nine-year leases
in force. In 1895 the clerk collected rentals en only 1,036 leases; in 1896 the clerk
collected rentals on only 1,180 leases; in 1897 the clerk collected on about the same
number as in 1896, and yet the amount of total receipts for these years vary widely,
and unaccountably to me. For instance, receipts for period from 1894 to 1895 are
put down at $5,522.24; 1895 to 1896, at %6,850.15; 1896 to 1897, at $10,448.21.

This according to the attached report, and yet the figures given me at the office
were hut $7,416.40. I do not know which is right, and, so far as the people of the
Seneca Nation are concerned, it is immaterial; they get none of it anyway.

In connection with the attached report, I desire to call your attention to another
peculiar circumstance. In the period from June 1, 1891, to 1892, the table ot dis-
bursements shows $16,653.55 disbursed. In the totals given just helow the reccipts
are put down as $11,411.47; dishursements $11,413.43, making a diffcrence in the
amount of dishnrsements on same sheet for same period of 5,240,

In period from 1892 to 1893 the disbursements are put down in the table at $8,710.75.
Just below the table says:

S TC Ty 0 7 $7, 873.52
Disbursenments . ... i i i eicneeneeeeaaaaa. 7,875.17

In period from 1893 to 1804, disburscments per table, $2,847.50. Just below

totals say:

ST =0 ' 1 3 $6, 459. 98
Disbursements. . o . .. et e e i e e 6, 466. 97
In period from June, 1894, to June, 1895, table of disburscments says $4,284.07.
Total Teceipts ..o i e i eeeee e $5, 522, 34

Disbursements ... o . i et ceveete i aaaan 5, 520. 88
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In period from 1895 to 1896 table to dishursements says $5,321,30.

Total Teceipts. ..o i aiaaaoo.. * $6,850.15
Total disbursements ... .. . i i iiiieae e 6, 841. 60

In period from June, 1896, to June, 1897, table of disbursements shows $8,398.13.
Total receipts.....o.eeeonaaais e et eeeeeimaaaa e $10, 443. 21
Total disbursements ... ... ... oo it iiace e 10, 082. 61

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
SENECA NATION OF INDIANS,
Allegany Reservation.
Know all men by these presents:

That the Seneca Nation of Indians, in council assembled, have duly made and
appointed T. ¥. Jamerson, W. C. Hoag, Frank Patterson, King Tallchief, and Frank
Seneca to be our delegates to go to Washington, D. C., on business for the said Seneca
Nation of Indians, and especially to remonstrate against the passage by Congress of
the proposed bill introduced Ly Hon. Charles W. Stone, H. R. 5427, ““a bill to regu-
late the collection and disbursement of moneys from leascs made by the Seneca
Nation of New York Indians and for other purposes.” We give them full power and
authority in the matter, with full confidence in them, to represent us and make
known our wishes.

The foregoing was duly adopted in open council by a unanimous vote of the Seneca
Nation council, assembled at Shongo council house on the Allegany Reservation, this
8th day of January, 1898.

In testimony whereof we have caused these presents to be signed by our president
and attested by our clerk, and have caused the great seal of our nation to be here-
unto attachcd the day last above named.

[sEAL.] T. F. JAMERSON,

DPresident of the Seneca Nation of Indians.

Attested :
KiNGg TALLCHIEF,
Chief Seneca Nation of New York Indians.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress
assembled :

We, the undersigned, delegates of the Seneca Nation of Indians, would respect-
fully memorialize your honorable body agaiust H. R. 5427, a bill introduced by Hon.
Charles W. Stone, of Pennsylvania. :

A BILL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, 'That all moneys whicl shall belong to the Seneca Nation of
New York Indians arising from rents under the provisions of the act of Congress
entitled ‘‘An act to anthorize the Seneca Nation of New York Indiaus to lease lands
within the Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations, aud to confirm existing leases,”
approved February nineteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and September
thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety, respectively, together with all moneyswhich
shall Lelong to said Seneca Nation arising from the lease of the oil springs, the Cat-
tarangus and Allegany reservations, for the purpose of boring and testing said terri-
tory for gas and oil, as ratified and confirmed Ly an act of Congress entitled ‘“An
act making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian
Department and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes for the
fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety-cight, and for other
purposes,” approved the seventh day of Junc, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven,
shall be paid to and recoverable by the United States Indian agent for the New
York Indian agency for and in the name of the said Seneca Nation.

SEC. 2. That from the moneys so received from said leases the said agent shall
annually, on the first Wednesday after the first Tuesday in June, pay over to the
treasurer of the Seneca Nation the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars, and
shall distribute the balance of said moneys, after deducting all necessary charges
and expenses, among the heads of families of said Seneca Nation in the same manner
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and under the same conditions that the annuities now paid to the said Seneca Nation
by the [Tnited States are distributed.

SEc. 3. That the said agent shall give bond to the United States in such sum as
may be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, and e shall make an annual report
to the Commissioner ot Indian Affairs of the receipt and disbursement of all moneys
arising from said leascs, and he shall receive annually, as additional compensation,
tlie sum of five per centum of all sums so received and disbursed by him,

Sec. 4. That the treasurcr of the Sencca Nation shall annually, on the last Tues-
day in April, make a written report to the United States Indian agent for the New
York Indian Agency of all disbursements made by him of all moneys received by
him as treasnrer of said Seneca Nation.

Src. 5. Thatall acts and partsof acts inconsistent with this act are hereby repcaled.

This intended legislation caused great disturbance among the people of the Seneca
Nation of Indiaus, and the council of said nation took immediate consideration on
the subject and took steps to oppose said legislation for the following reasons:

Your memorialists believe such act of legislation on the part of the Congress of the
United States is inconsistent with the laws of the State of New York.

First. Now, the United States acknowledge that the Seneca Nation of Indians is a
body corporate, incorporated under the laws of the State of New York and subject
to the control of the legislature of that State. Any nceded change in the manner of
conducting their business should originate with, come from, aud be under the sanc-
tion of the legislature of that State. -

As bearing upon that question, and in proof thereof, see chapter 150, laws of
New York, year 1845; chapter 378, laws of New York, year, 1849; section 44, chapter
679, laws of New York, year 1892; section 44, chapter 229, laws of New York, year
1893.

Second. The legislature of the State of New York, which has control of the busi-
ness conduct of the affairs of the Seneca Nation of New York Indians, should continne
to have supervision of such affairs, as it always has thrown cevery safeguard around
the tinances of the nation and protected the interests of the individuals composing
the Seneca Nation, by providing that the treasurer of the nation should give bonds
for the faithful performance of his duties, which the treasurer lhas done by giving
ample security with responsible white men as suretics, as required by the coustitu-
tion of the Sencca Nation of New York Indians and by the laws of the State of New
York. The proposed actof Congress would be the taking away of the powers always
delegated to and assuined by the State legislature over such legislation. (See con-
stitution of Sencca Nation of New York Indians, year 1893, chapter 378, laws of New
York, year 1894.)

Third. The proposcd bill, besides being a violation of the rights and dutics of the
legislature of the State of New York, is unnecessary, and imposes a barden on the
Seneca Nation by providing for the tax of 5 per cent on all moneys belonging to
the Seneca Nation received and paidout by the Indian agent, as well as all necessary
charges and expenses on account thereof, and which tax wounld be a direct loss to the
members of the Seneca Nation, and would go to the benefit alone of the Indian
agent,

“And your memorialist calls the attention of your honorable body to the annexed
financial statcment of the Seneca Nation of Indians, and the report of H. S. Mer-
rill, county clerk of Cattarangus County, N. Y., made to J. R. Jewecll, United States
Indian agent.

Therefore your memorialist respectfully and earnestly prays before your honora-
ble body that no such legislation be enacted as proposed by Hon. Charles W. Stone,
of Pennsylvania.

T. I. JAMERSON,

W. C. Hoag,

FRANK PATTERSON,
KING TALLCHIEY,
FRANK SENLCA,
Seneca Indian Delegation.

FPinancial statement of Seneca Nation of New York Indians, 1897.

At the council of the Seneca Nation of New York Indians, held at the schoolhouse,
on the Cattarangus Reservation, on the 4th day of December, 1897.

Present, Theodore F. Jamerson, president; King Tallchief, clerk; Thomas Silver-
heel, Frank Patterson, Frank Seneca, Jesse Jimeson, Eli Jimeson, Francis Lay,
Young M. Lay, George Tomma, councilors of the Cattaraugus Reservation; Sackett
Redeye, Alfred L. Jimeson, Willie Phillip, Casler Redeye, Robert White, Freddie
Abram, Edmund Bone, Charles S, Logan, conncilors of the Allegany Reservation.
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Whereupon Councilor Alfred L. Jimeson offered the following preamble and
resolution:

“Whereas it is the sense of the council that the interests of the Senceca Nation of
Indians renders it ncecessary to be fully apprised of the financial condition of said
nation: Therefore, it is hercby

Lesolved, That Theodore I. Jamerson, King Tallchief, Harrison Halftown, and
John Snyder be, and they are hereby, appointed a committee for the purpose of mak-
ing & full and complete investigation of the financial affairs of said Seneca Nation
and report the same to this council with all convenient speed.”

To the council of the Seneca Nation of Indians:

We, the undersigned, duly appointed a committee by and for the purposes speci-
fied in the foregoing annexed resolution, respectfully report as follows:

That we have made a full aud complete investigation of the financial affairs of the
said nation from June 1, 1891, to Juue 1, 1897, and the following is the result of such
investigation:

Total ntumber of leases in vol. 1, 341; rents amounting to................ $1,952.75
Total number of leases in vol. 2, 220; rents amounting to.... . ... . ... $1, 063. 25
Total number of leases in vol. 3, 252; rents amounting to................ $1, 402, 50
Total number of leases in vol. 4, 360; rents amounting to................ $1, 459. 00
Total number of leases in vol. 5, 239; rents amounting to................ $1, 123. 90

Total number of leases recorded in the lease books of the Seneca Nation of
New York Indians, vols. 1,4, 3, 4, and 5.eeus oooniiii i iiiiniaiaaeaan 1,412

Total amount of rents accruing—

From above leases ... .. oo i ciiiiie e aaas $7, 001. 40
From Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburg Railroad Company........... 200. 00
From Oil Spring Farm lease... ... ... oo i i 130. 00
From other sources ... ... .. . i it 85.00
Total amount ef revenue each year.. ... .o...ooooioiiiioiaiiiaaan 7, 416. 40-

Receipts and expenditures of the Seneca Nation of Indians from June, 1891, to June, 1897.
1891 TO 1892,

Paid officers, under the administration of Thomas Kennedy, president,

June 1, 1891, to June, 1892 (total amount)... ... ... ... $6, 114. 44
For school trustees, and furnished wood for schools on Cattaraugns and

Allegany 1eservations. ... .. ... it i e 258. 15
For poor masters and for the poor of Cattaraugus and Allegany reserva-

L0 TP 1,117. 00
Board bill for the officers and the people during sessions of the council.... 2,337.35
For highway labor on both reservations ... .. ... ... ... ... ... 502, 00
For attorney services and disbursements in suits........ ... ... 1,421.85
For agriculture, churches, and public building .......... ... ... ... 665. 00
For renewed orders ... i iiiieaeeeacaaan 292, 00
For miscellaneous accounts allowed ... oocooi oot ciitiiiiiaaaas 2, 859.49
For contingent and incidental expenses of the executive officer........... 323.77
Forland claims. ... i il it e e e aaaan 762. 50

e 7 16, 653. 55

The total receipts and disburscments of the treasurer of the Seneca Nation of
Indians, under the administration of Thomas Kennedy, president.
Wirriam C. Hoag, Treasurer.

Total receipts . ... ... . i iieeneieeiaaaaan $11, 411, 47
Total dishursements ... ... ... ..ot it et cae cim e 11, 413.43
Amount due the treasurer ... ... ... . Ll 1. 96

1892 TO 1893.

Paid officers nnder the administration of Wallace Halftown, president,

June 1,1892, to June, 1893 .. .. . . iiieeeiiecaeaaans $2, 363. 50
Paid board bill for the officers and the people during council in session .... 1,374.04
Paid school trustees, and wood for the schools on Cattaraugus and Alle-

QALY TOSerVALIONS .. o e e eeaeaana 196. 00
Paid poor master and for the poor on the Cattaraugus and Allegany reser-

vations ................ e e e e e e ciaiaaaan 471. 00
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Paid highway labor on Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations........... $485. 90
Paid attorneys and disbursements in swits ... ... Lol 806. 06
Paid miscellaneous accounts allowed ... ... ... . iaiiiiiio.. 1, 281.55
Paid renewed orders ... ... ...t ciiiieeeiaans e 1,482.70
Paid aid church ... ... it ciiiiieeeaaa 25,00
Paid public building. ..o .o i iaaacaaan 225. 00

7 1 8,710.75

The total receipts and disbursements of the treasurer of the Seneca Nation of
Indians, under the administration of Wallace Halftown, president.
FRANK PATTERSON, Treasurer.

Total receipts... ... ceeer e et e ieaean .. $7,873.52
Total dishursements ... ....c. .o eniiem i it et ca i e e e ccaa canenn 7,875.17
Amount due the treasurer. ... .. ... .iioin it oiaeiiiaa i 1.65
1893 TO 1894,
Paid officers under the administration of Frank Patterson, president, June,

1893, to June 1, 1894 .. .. it $804. 30
Paid board Vbill for the officers and the people during couneil in session.. . 677.45
Paid school trustees, and wood for the schools on the Cattaraugus and

Allegany reservations. . ... . ... .eeir i it 241. 50
Paid highway labor on the Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations....... 251.50
Paid poor masters and for the poor, Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations 151.00
Paid attorneys and disbursements. ...... ... ... .. oiliiiiiiiicaaaana. 225.00
Paid miscellaneous accounts allowed....... ... ..o iiiiiiaaiiao.. 496. 75

3 2, 847. 50

The total receipts and disbursements of the treasurer of the Seneca Nation of
Indians, under the administration of Frank Patterson, president.

W. C. Hoag, Treasurer,

Total 1eeeiPtS. - oo it it i e e e e $6, 459. 98
Total dishursements. ..... .. oon oo 6, 466. 97

Amount due the treasurer.................. e eaieencasacaaaaa 6.99
1894 TO 1895.

Paid officers under the administration of William C. Hoag, president, June,

1894, to June, 1895 ..o .ot i ia it i ianaen e eaaa e 1, 867.75
Paid board bill for the officers and the people during council in session. .. 658.10
Paid school trustees and wood for the schools, Cattaraugus and Allegany .

reservations ... .. e eciiaemeaaaa. 117. 00
Paid poor masters and for the poor, Cattaraugus and Alleghany reserva-

2 12 T 150. 00
Paid highway labor, Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations............. 370.35
Paid miscellaneous accounts allowed. .. .. ooooan oot iiiiiniiaaniiann 1, 120. 87

Total .. i e e ittt e 4, 284, 07

The total receipts and disbursements of the treasurer of the Seneca Nation of
Indians, under the administration of William C. Hoag, president.

FRANK PATTERSON, Treasurer.

Total TeCOIPES. - o oot it i e i i iiiiiecaeaaaaa $5, 522, 34
Total dishursements . ... ...... oo eomee oo cocececcc e caancaccnans 5, 520. 88
Balance on hand ... ... .o oo e i i 1.46

1895 TO 1896.

Paid officers under the administration of Frank Patterson, June, 1895, to
JUNe, 1806 - o o et eiiabeeaeeeceiineeaenan $1, 847.20
Paid board bill for the officers and the people during session in council... 1,092,60
Paid school trustees and wood for the schools, Cattaraugus and Allegany
TOBOTVAIONS - ... o it ot i i ti e e aee e e i e 127.00
Paid poor masters for the poor, Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations. .. 443.00
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Paid highway labor, Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations....._....... . $464.50
Paid miscellancous accounts allowed ... ... .. .. ... 880. 00
Paid attorney and disbursements in suits 147. 00
Paid land claim. ..o 20.00
Paid agriculture ... ... . iiiiiiiaenn 150. 00
Paid for churches and public buildings ... ... ..o . iiii.io.. 150. 00

0 T 5, 321. 30

The total receipts and disburscments of the treasurer of the Seneca Nation of
Indians under the administration of ¥Frank Patterson, president.

W. C. HoAG, Treasurer.

Total TeceiPtS. oot i m it it i e e eeee o $6, 850. 15
Total disbursenments .. ... oo ien oo i it i it ieae e 6, 841. 60
Balance on hand ... o e i e 8.55

1896 TO 1897.

Paid officers under the administration of William C. Hoag, president, June,

1896, to June, 1897 L. . o et i e eaae ceeee e ieeee e aaan aana $1, 016. 19
Paid board bill for the officers and the people in couneil ................. 1, 055. 15
Paid school trustees and for schools, Cattaraugus and Allegany reserva-

173 L 128.50
Paid for the poor relief, Cattarangus and Allegany reservations........... 389.00
Paid highway labor, Cattarangus and Allegany . ... ..........oo.ovaen .. 696. 13
Paid miscellaneous accounts allowed - ... . ..ot oo it aia e 4,783.16
Paid attorneys ... cou e i i e e e ciec e ace e 50. 00
Paid for churches ... .. i 105. 00
Paid agriculture society . ... ... .couo i i i 175.00

Total - . ettt eceaaaaaas 8, 398.13

The total reccipts and disbursements of the treasurer of the Seneca Nation of
Indians under the administration of William C. Hoag, president.

T. F. JAMERSON, Treasurer.

Total Teceipts. ... . ... i iieaaaa $10, 443. 21
Total disbursements ... ... . i it it eae s 10, 082. 61
Balance on hand ... ... ... . i 360. 60

Of all the disbursements from June, 1891, to June, 1897, the total amount
paid on orders issued prior to June, 1891. .. ... ... ...l 3,136.10

All of which is respectfully submitted.
Dated this 28th day of December, 1897,
THEODORE F. JAMERSON,
KING TALLCUIEF,
HARRISON HALFTOWN,
JOHN SNYDER,
Committee.

Report of H. 8. Merrill, county clerk of Cattarangns County, N. Y., made to J. R.
Jewell, United States Indian agent, coucerning the number, average term, rent
reserved, ete., of the leases granted by the Sencca Nation of Indians upon the Alle-
gany Indian Reservation in New York under the act of Congress passed in 1875,
and the act amendatory thereof.

First. The whole nnmber of leases from the Seneca Nation of Indians to different
persons which have heen recorded in this office is 3,111. The unmber of lihers
occupied by said leases is 8. The number of pages in each liber is 600.

Sccond. The whole number of leases prior to 1892 was 2,031. The average term of
said leases was for twelve years, and the same were renewed prior to 1892 every
twelve years, according to au act of Congress entitled ‘“An act to authorize the
Seneca Nation of New York Indians to lease lands within the Cattaraugus and Alle-
gany reservations and to confirm cxisting leases,” approved Iebruary 19, 1875.

Third. The whole number of leases renewed in 1892 which have been recorded is
1,080, the same being for ninety-nine years under two acts of Congress entitled “An
act to authorize the Seneca Nation of New York Indians to lease lands within the
Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations and to.confirm existing leases,” one approved
February, 1875, and the other approved September 30, 1390.
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Fourth. Prior to 1880 a greater portion of the lands in question were leased in large
tracts, and afterwards divided up into smaller parcels, being village lots, ¢te.

IPifth. The average amount of reutal (as stated in the lcases) received by the
Indians per annum prior to 1892 was $10 per lease.

Sixth. The average amount of rental per annum since 1892 due the Indians, as
recited in the leascs recorded, is $5 per lease.

Seventh. The character of the descriptions is such in nearly all of the leases
that it will be impossible to determine the amount of land contained thercin without
a survey of the same.

ighth. It is a difficult thing for me to make an estimate of what the cost would
be of making an abstract or brief of all leascs and renewals, showing all that is
required, until after the work is completed and I know the amount of time taken in
making the same; but I would estimate that the probable expense would be from
$600 to $800.

Ninth. The number of men required to do the work would depend largely upon the
amount of time given to complete the work. The class of men would necessarily be
those familiar with office work, having had experience with running typewriters, ete.

Dated at Little Valley, N. Y., November 16, 1896.

H. 8. MERRILL, County Clerk.

J. R. JEWELL, Esq.,

Indian Agent, Olean, N. Y.

STATE OF NEW YORK, s$8:

C. S. YORK, being duly sworn, doth depose and say:

B That he is & Seneca Indian, and from a resolntion passed in council to pay said
Senecas $2 per capita, purporting to be that much money on hand from sales of ecrude
oil as royalty in the hands of the treasurer of thie Seneca Nation.

The said C. S. York further deposes and says on or about the 26th day of April,
1897, the said treasurcr began paying by giving checks of $1.40 made payable at
North Collins Banlk,

Mr. York further deposes and says the people voted the deficiency shall be paid
over to the United States Indian agent for him to pay the Senecas when paying their
annuity monoys, ete. The said agent has paid the said Senecas their annuity and
not the deficiency, and so it stands up to this 4th day of January, 1898.

Mr. York further deposes and says on or about the month of November, 1897, at
the treasurer’s office in Salamanca, N. Y., did receive for his family and self a check
of $5.60, which is cquivalent to $1.40 for each individual in the family, made payable
at one of the banks in Salamanca, N. Y.

C. S. YORK.

Sworn and subscribed before this 5th day of January, 1898.

Harrison B. Curisry,
Notary Public, Erie County, N. Y.
(Registered in Washington).

STATE OF NuW YORK, County of Iirie, Town of Brant, ss:

On this 5th day of January, in the year 1898, before me, the snbscriber, personally
appeared C. S. York, to me personally known to be the same person described in and
who executed the within instruinent, and he acknowledged that he executed the
same.

HARRISON B. CHRISTY,
Notary Public, Erie County.

(Registered in Washington.)

STATE OF NEW YORK, 88
NATHANIEL G. PATTERSON, within named, being duly sworn, doth depose and
8oy that he is a Semeca Indian. On the 26th day of April, 1897, I drew a check
of $1.40 from the treasurer of the Seneca Nation, which was supposed to be the oil
money.
NaTHANIEL C. PATTERSON.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of January, 1898.
SaraH WELLS, Notary Public.
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S1Ta1E or New Yorxk, County of Lrie:

CuANCEY GREEN, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian and
a voter of the Sencca Nation of Indians; that he has not received nor was offered
any of the oil moncy paid by the Seneca Oil Company to said Seneca Nation of
Indians.

CIIANCEY (my x mark) GREEN,

Witnesses to mark :

TnoMas KENNEDY.
ULryssus T. KENNEDY.

Sworn before me this 5th day of January, 1898.
W. H. WILLETT,
Notary Public for Lrie County.

STATE OF NEW YORK, County of Iric:

NEwTON KENNEDY, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian
and a voter of the Seneca Nation of Indians; that at an annnal election of officers on
Tuesday, May , 1895, held on the Cattarangus Reservation, Frank Patterson,
who was a candidate for president on that ticket for the Seneca Nation of Indians,
gave to the deponent some lager beer to drink; also promised to give the deponent
$1, but gave hiim only 85 cents. 1leponent further says that after voting Frank Pat-
tersou drove the team to Versailles and bought box of cigars, which he gave the
deponent some of it; also a drink of whisky, which Patterson took out of his pocket,
for the purpose of influencing his vote for their ticket.

NEwToON (his x mark) KENNEDY,

‘Witness:
Uryssus T. KENNEDY.

County or CATTARAUGUS, State of New York, ss. :
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 10th day of January, 1898.
[sEAL.] H. J. MErRI1LL, Notary Public.

STATE OF NEW YORK, County of ILrie:

MosEs S1toNGO, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he is a Seneca
Indian and a voter in the Seneca Nation; that he has not received nor was offered
the oil money paid by the Seneca Oil Company.

. Mosnks SIIONGO.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this Gth day of January, 1898.
H. J. MERRILL, Notary Public.

STATE OF NEW YORK, County of Erie:

Jamus King, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian and a voter
of the Seneca Nation of Indians; that 4t an annual election of officers held on the
Cattaraugus Reservation on May 5, 1896, T. 1". Jamison, who was a candidate for
treasurer of the said Seneca Nation of Indians, gave to the deponent one bag full of
meal for the purpose of influencing his vote at said election of their ticket.

James KiING.

Sworn to before me January 17, 1898.

HARrRISON B. CHRISTY,
Notary Public, Iirie County, N. Y.

STATE OoF NEW YORK, County of Erie:

NEwTON KENNEDY, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian and a
voter of the Sencca Nation of Indians; that at an annnal election of officers held on
the Cattaraugus Indian Reservation on May 5, 1896, T'. F. Jamison, who was a candi-
date for treasurer of the said Seneca Nation of Indians, promised to the deponent $1,
for the purpose of influencing his vote at said election of their ticket. On July 2,
1896, the candidate, T. F. Jamison, paid to the deponent $1, as promised to said
deponent.

NewToN (his x mark) KENNEDY.

Sworn to before me January 19, 1898, a notary public for the county of Cattarangus,
State of New York.
[SEAL.] H. J. MERRILL, Notary Public.



14 SENECA NATION Ol NEW YORK INDIANS.

StaTE o1 NEW YORK, Counly of Cattarawgns:

IIARLEY A. BLINKBY, being duly sworn, deposecs and says that he is an Indian and
a voter of the Scneca Nation of Indians; that at an annual election of officers held
on the Allegany Reservation, and on Tuesday, May 4, 1897, Willie I’hillips, who was
a candidate for councilor of the said nation, gave to the deponent $3 to defray for
his conveyance and of influencing his vote for his ticket.

IfARLEY A. BLINKEY.
Sworn before me this 20th day of January, 1898.
. Tiros. ROSENBERRY, Justice of the Peace.

StATE Oor NEW YORK, County of Cattarawgus :

HueNRY JACKSON, 1st, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian
and a voter of the Seneca Nation of Indians; that at an annual election of officers
on Tuesday, May 4, 1897, held on the Cattaraugus Reservation, Francis Jimerson,
who was a candidate for president of the said Sencca Nation of Indians, gave to the
deponent $1 for the purpose of influencing his vote for his ticket.

HENRY JACKSON.

Sworn before me this 21st day of January, 1898.
Tiros. ROSENBERRY, Justice of the Peace.

STATE oF NEW YORK, County of Cattaraugus:

PrEscY NurHEW, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian and a
voter of the Sencea Nation of Indians; that at an annual election of officers held on
the Cattaraugns Reservation on Tuesday, May 4, 1897, and also on Monday, May 3,
1897, one of the parties who was running on the ticket on which Francis Jimerson
was a candidate for president of the said Seneca Nation gave to this deponent hard
cider for the purpose of inflnencing his vote at said election for their ticket.

PruscYy NEPHEW.

Sworn to before me December 8, 1897.

CHARLES S. HoOWLAND, Justice of the Peace.

STATE OF NEW YORK, County of Cattarangus:

AMos SNow, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian and a voter
of the Seneca Nation of Indians; that at an annual election of officers held on the
Allegany Reservation on Tuesday, May 4, 1897, W. C. Hoag, who was a candidate
for treasurer on the ticket on which Francis Jimerson was a candidate for president
of the said Seneca Nation, gave to this deponent 25 cents, and promised for more in
the future, tor the purpose to influencing his vote at said election for their ticket.

AMOS ‘SNOW.

Sworn to before me December 10, 1897,

WiILBER CONGLETUS, Justice of the Peace.

STATE OF NEW YORK, County of Cattaraugus:

HEALY JIMERSON, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian and a
voter of Seneca Nation of Indians; that at an annual election held on the Allegany
.Reservation on Tuesday, May 5, 1896, W. C. Hoag, who was a candidate for presi-
dent of the said Seneca Nation of Indians, gave to the deponent 50 cents for the pur-
pose of influencing his vote at said election for their ticket.

HEALEY JIMERSON.

Sworn before me this 13th day of December, 1897.
THOS, ROSENBERRY, Justice of the Peace.
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STATE or NEW YORK, County of Iirie:

CHARLIE TALLCIIEF, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian and
a voter of the Seneca Nation of Indians; that at an annual eleetion of officers on
Tuesday, May 5, 1896, held on the Cattarangus Rescrvation, King Tallchief, who
was a runner on the ticket on which W. C. Hoag was a candidate for president of the
said Seneca Nation of Indians, gave to the deponcnt #1 for the purpose of influencing
his vote for their ticket.

CHaS. TALLCHIEF.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31st day of December, 1897,
EnGAR A. Si1aw, Justice of the Peace.

STATE OF NEW YORK, County of Erie:

JEROME JOHNNY JOIIN, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an Indian
and a voter of the Seneca Nation of Indians; that at an annual election of officers
on Tuesday, May 5, 1896, held on the Cattaraugns Reservation, King Tallchief, who
was a runner on the ticket on which W. C. Hoag was a candidate for president of
the said Seneca Nation of Indians, gave to the deponent $1 for the purpose of
influencing his vote for their ticket.

JEROME JOHNNY JOHN.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 31st day of December, 1897.
EDGAR A. SHawW, Justice of the Peace.

o



