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SALE OF FORT SNELLING RESERV ..ATION. 

LETTER 
FROM 

THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 
TRANSMITTING 

Papers relative to the sale of the Fort Snelling reservat,ion. 

DECEMBER 10, 1868.-Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and oruered to be printed. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 10, 1868. 

SIR : In compliance with the requests conveyed in a communication 
of the 26th of February., 1868, from the Hon. J. A. Garfield, chair­
man of the House Military Committee, for copies of reports, records, 
and papers in the matter of the sale of the ]""~ort Snelling reservation, 
for the use of the Committee on Military ..Affairs, together with an 
expression of my opinion as to the necessity of retaining any portion of 
said reservation for military purposes, and what legislation, if any, is 
necessary to enable the government to obtain an undisputed title to the 
same, I have the honor to transmit herewith the copies of papers 
therein called for. 

I also forward a copy of the report of the board of claims upon the 
subject, apprqved by me, with copies of the papers recently filed by 
claimants' attorney, upon which this report was based. 

I fully concur in the opinions expressed b;y General Sherman as to the 
necessity of retaining the major part of the reservation for military pur­
poses, and with respect to Mr. Steele's equities in the premises. 

I am also of opinion that the mode of settlement of the case proposed 
by General Sherman is just and proper, and I would suggest the pro­
priety of my being invested by law with authority to make the sale of 
160 acres east of the Mississippi, and a tract of 160 acres south of the 
St. Peter's, (see map B herewith,) which, it will be observed, General 
Sherman thinks it is possible to dispense with, and to apply the amount 
realized from the sale, as far as it will go, · to the settlement of Mr. 
Steele's claim. Should it be fotmd that the sum thus realized would be 
insufficient to liquidate the claim upon bases proposed by General Sher­
man, it will be necessary to pay the balance frqm the treasury ; and as 
there is no appropriation at my disposition applicable to that object, I 
would recommend that an appropriation be made for the purpose of 
meeting this contingency. · 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Secretary of War. 
Ron. SCHUYLER CoLFAX, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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CASE OF THE FORT SNELLING, MINNESOTA, RESERVATION. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Tflashington, April 27, 1868. 

February 26, 1868, Ron. Mr. Garfield, chairman of the House Com­
mittee on Military Affairs, asks to be fiu·nished with the following infor-
mation: . 

1. Copies of all reports by military commanders in regard to retaining 
any portion of the Fort Snelling military reservation. 

:::l. Copies of all records and papers relating to the sale of said reser­
vation by the Secretary of War. 

3. All information in possession of the War Department in regard to 
the use and occupation of said reservation since the sale; also, whether 

• the War Department desires to retain any portion of the reservation for 
military purposes; and if so, what legislation is required to secure to 
the government an undisputed title to the same and make a complete 
settlement with the purchaser of the reservation. 

Referred March 3 by the Secretary of War to this office for report. 
Copies of General Garfield's letter were · furnished Mareh 4, 1868, for 

report to the Quartermaster General and Lieutenant General Sherman, 
commanding military division of the Missouri. 

March 10, 1868, Lieutenant General Sherman reports: Visited Fort 
Snelling in May, 1866, and found it occupied by a company of the lOth 
infantry. (Has since been occupied by troops.) On that occasion made 
official report as follows: 

Fort Snelling, with its 6,000 acres of reserve, was sold by Secretary Floyd to a Mr. Steele, 
who has paid $:30,0(10, but failed to pay the balauce. Mr. Steele is not anxious to fulfil the 
terms of the purchase. He bought the reservation with the object of building a town upon 
H. The government took possession of tl1e r(>servatiou at the breaking out of the war, and 
durillg the rebellion used it as a depot for collecting volunteer troops. The fort should be 
retained, and a compromise made with Mr. Steele. 

General Shennan now states that the portion of the reservation lying 
north of the St. Peter's river and west of the Mississippi is necessary 
for military uses; the balance may with propriety be sold. The former 
sale by Mr. Floyd was declared fraudulent and was suspended. Mr. 
Steele was not, however, a party to the fraud. A fair compromise should 
be made with him. Credit him with the $30,000 (and interest) paid by 
him, and debit him with the moneys received by him: such as the ferry 
income, rents, and other profits ; he should make a declarative statement 
of the account and receive the balance due him. 

A map of the reservation will be forwarded, delineating the portion 
that should be sold and the portion to be retained. The land east of the 
Mississippi and south of the St. Peter's can be sold for enough to refund 
to J\1r. Steele the amount he bas paid. J\1r. Steele is anxious and willing 
to settle the matter. 

April20, 1868, the Quartermaster General forwards copies of papers 
on :file in his office relative to the Fort Snelling reservation, from which 
it appears, August 13, 1837, certain settlers, who had settled upon lands 
contiguous to Ji-,ort Snelling, petitioned President Van Buren that they 
be recompensed for improving their land in case the government should 
purchase it from the Sioux for a military reservation. 

October 19, 1837, Major· Plympton, commanding Fort Snelling, called 
the Adjutant General's atte1)tion to the settlements of traders and others 
upon land belonging to the reservation. November 17, 1837, the Adju­
tant General informed Major Plympton that in case no reservation had 
yet been made a map should be drawn, showing what land should be 

. I 
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reserved. July 26, 1838, Major Plympton notified the inlwbitants in the 
section that he had established a reservation, and prohibited any tres­
pass, &c., l>y persons not attached to the military service. July 29, 
1839, the Commissioner General Land Office ordered that the reHerva­
tion marked out by 1\I~\jor Plympton be not sold to settlers m· others. 

Febrnary 15, 184:8, lion. J. H. Tweedy, member of Congress, presented 
to the Secretary of vVar the Hpplication of Joseph R. Brown for permis­
sion to erect a warehouse on the reservation. lYir. Tweedy stated that it 
was thf' opinion of many intelligent men that the Fort Snelling reserve 
was too large; prevented progress in settling the country. Heferred by 
Secretary of \\-ar to Quartermaster General, who reported j u favor of 
giving up to the land department the whole territory of the l\li::;sissippi. 
If the land was to be retained by the government, 1\-fr. Brown should not 
be permitted to erect a warehouse. 

February 21, 1848, vV. H. Randall, of New York, requested that S. J. 
Findley, of St. Peter's, be allo,ved to keep the ferry on the l\1isl-5issippi 
river, opposite Fort Snelling; ah;o, to erect buildings on the em~t side of 
the ri vcr. On reference to him, the Qnarterma ster General recommended 
that the portion of the reservation on the cast side of the l\'liHsissippi be 
surrendered to tbe Land Office, so that settlers might locate upon it. The 
permission asked for by 1\-fr. Randall was granted by tbe Secretary of 
War, February, 1848. 

}Iarcb 3, 184:9, the Secretary of vYar gave permission to the Ron .. 
Robert Smith, member of Congress, to lease the government houHe aiHl 
mill opposite the Falls of St. Anthony; to relinquish the sanw at the­
pleasure of the War Department. 

Subsequently, l\Ir. Smith asked the additional privilege of culth·aUn~: 
a portion of the land. Acceded to by Secretary of 'Var, Octobel.' 19,, 
1849. 

By act of Congress, approved August 26, 1852, the Recretcuy of vVar · 
was directed to reduce the extent of the Fort Snelling resel'\Tati(m, and 
to establiHh new bomulal'ies as designated in said act .. 

February 7,1853, 1\Ir. Smith asked that the War DepartmcH ii t-\ell him 
the buildings he had leased and occupied since 18M). June 4, 18G3, the 
Quartermaster General recommended that the buildings be sDl<l to 1\ir. 
Smith. 

April 7, 1857, Hon. H. M. Rice recommended that the Fort ~.:nelling­
reservation be relinquished by the War Department. Referred by Sec­
retary of "\Var to the Quartermaster General, who reported that if troops 
were to he concentrated at central pointH it would be an unwi ·e measm e 
to abandon Fort SnPlling; but if the troops were to be distributed upon 
the extreme frontiers, then all but a quarter section, including the site 
of the fort and the fcnies, might be surrendered. 

1\Iay 25, 1857, the Secretflry of War direc.ted l\Iajor Seth Eastman and 
\Yilliam K. Heiskell to examine all(l report upon tlw subject of the sale 
of the reservation of Fort Snelling to private parties. 

June 10, 1857, Major Eastman and 1\-Ir. Heiskell made a joiut report,, 
as follows: 

All of the improvements <'ould not be sold for more than $~0,000. * * * * 'Ve find 
upon the reservation extensive improvements made by cltlzens, the cost of which cannot be. 
less than s:~o,ooo; * * .. all owned and in the possession of the W'St sutler, Franklin 
Steele. ]i'erries across each river are conducted by Steele. Upon que>-tioniug Mr. ~teele 
he very frankly said that he did not go on the said reservation, neither diu he make or pur­
chase improvements upon the same with the expectation of having the prr-elllption right 
extended to him, anc1 we could not come to the conclusion that he should have the right to 
purchase the lamls covering his improvements at $1 25 per acre. * " * * Afrcl' a care~. 
ful examination of the propP.rty. (the entire re,;ervation,) we estimated its value at $HO,OOO. 
" * "" * Justice required us to give Mr. Steele tLf.l refusal of H; * " " at which! 
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price he accepted it, and we closed a contract for the same. We have further to state that 
we examined Fort Snelling with reference to its being retained as a military depot; became 
satisfied that the time had passed for it to be useful as a military depot or fort. We have 
reserved from the sale 20 acres for the Catholic church and 10 acres for the Protestant' burial 
ground, and recommend that both of these reservations be conveyed to their respective denom­
inations at $1 15 per acre. 

The above report was submitted by Secretary Floyd to the President 
June 17, 1857, and endorsed : "Approved. J. B. Floyd, Secretary of 
War." 

'l'he contract or sale to Steele (copy enclosed) fixes the price at $90,000; 
the first payment, $30,000, to be made Jul,y 10, 1857; the remaining 
$60,000 within two years thereafter. The area of the reservation was 
estimated at 'i ,000 acres. This sale, however, did not include the plot of 
20 acres occupied by the Catholic church, nor the plot of 10 acres used 
as a Protestant burial ground. The contract was approved July 2, 1857, 
by Secretary _Floyd. 

By Special Orders 100, Adjutant General's office, July 31, 1857, it was 
:announced that Mr. Steele had paid the first instalment of the purchase 
Jnoney, and the "military reservation and property pertaining thereto, 
.excepting the fort and other buildings which are required for the use 
.of the troops at the post will be put in the immediate possession of lVIr. 
Franklin Steele. The military post will be maintained until further 
.orders." 

September 28, 1857, the Attorney General informs the Secretary of 
War that" the War Department has power given it l>y Congress to sell 
the land in question." 

In a report to Lieutenant General Scott, (date not known, supposed 
:to be August, 1857,) Colonel Lorenzo Thomas says: 

So iong as the Indians remain in Minnesota, so long must troops be l\:ept in the territory. 
'To supply the troO!JS a depot is eRsentially neeessary at Fort Snelling, and I consider that 
•tlhe post should not have been sold. All the necessary buildings were here with a reserve 
.ample for any purpose. A condition of the sale, I uuder::;tand, is that the buildings shall be 
kept a::; long as required. They should not be given up, and if possible from 500 to 1,000 acres 
of laud should be rese:cved " " " The mounted troops could be kept at Fort Snelliug 
at less cost than elsewhere. * * * I do not know under what circumstances the post 
of Fort t:3nelling- ·was wld, but I am perfectly certain that no military man on the spot, at all 
.acquainted with U.~e state of affairs, would have recommended the measure. 

This report, on being- submitted to the Secretary of War, was er.doned 
.as follows: 

'\VAR Dt<:PARTMENT, August 29, 1857. 
The cli ssertation about Fort Snelling-, its sale and the importance of it for a milita ry depot, 

1i-s a gratuitous intermeddling in a matter already disposeri of by competent authority. 

July 10, 1858, Franklin Steele certifies that the Fort Suelling reserva­
tion had on that day been turned over to him by Captain A. W. Rey­
nolds, assistant quartermaster, as directed by the Quartermaster Gen­
eral, July 9, 1858. 

June 1, 1860, the Secretary of vVar informed Mr. Breckinridge, Presi­
dent of the Senate, that Mr. Steele had purchased }.,ort Snelling July 
26, 1857 ; had paid $30,000 on it; that "the deferred instalments of the 
ritu'chase money are secured by withholding the title until they are paid. 
The purchaser failed to meet his deferred payments, and suit has been 
brought to enforce the vender's lien, and the land will be sold to pay the 
residue of the purchase money if it is not sooner paid. There is no part 
·Of this re;serve in possession of the United States." 

January 22, 1859, Mr. Steele writes the Secretary of War, stating that 
he has learned with surprise that proceedings had been instituted against 
him (Steele) in the matter of the purchase of Fort Snelling. To avoid 
litigation, proposed to pay $10,000 withinfour months and the balance 
as soon thereafter as possible. 
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January 2, 1861, General J. Holt, Secretary of War ad interirn, informs 
the Ron. Cyrus Aldrich, member of Congress, that" the title to the Fort 
Snelling reserve will, t~nder the contract of sale, remain in the United 
States until the last payment has been made by the purchaser." 

April23, General Sherman forwards three maps deE"cribing the reser­
vation at Fort Snelling; also report of the assistant afljntant general 
at headquarters department of Dakota, as to the history of the reserva­
tion, (already given;) reiterates his former recommendation that Fort 
Snelling, with present reduced boundary, be held by the United States 
forever. 

No diminution should be allowed of that part of the reserve lying in 
the forks of the Mississippi and St. Peter'8. It is possible that the 160 
acres on the east of the Mississippi, and the piece of 160 acres south of 
the St. Peter's (see map B) might be spared. If it is necessary to realize 
by sale $30,000 with interest, then the reservation must be reduced by 
taking a strip on the west part of the reserve similar to that indicated in 
map B by the dotted red line, beginning at a point on Brown's creek 
above the Minnehaha falls. 

Should this reservation be allowed to pass into private hands it would 
have to be re-purchased at some future time at a vast cost. Mr. Steele 
should be dealt with fairly. 

Its sale by Mr. Floyd to Mr. Steele was either in fraud or in ignorance 
of its military value; but Mr. Steele is not a party to the fraud. 

He paid one-third the purchase money and should receive. back the 
same, with interest or an equivalent. 

Fort Snelling is at the head of steamboat navigation on the Mississippi, 
and is the natural depot or place d'armes of that entire region, is eminently 
fitted for a fortification, but useless for agricultural purposes or for a site 
of a town. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 

The records of this office show: 
Telegram from this office, dated May 9, 1858, directs the commanding 

officer at Fort Snelling to evacuate that post. In accordance therewith, 
the post was abandoned June 1, 1858. Special Orders No. 109, Adjutant 
General's office, July 31, 1857, directs Fort Snelling to be abandoned and 
put into the possession of Franklin Steele. 

April 29, 1861, it was occupied by Minnesota volunteers commanded 
by Colonel Gorman, 1st Minnesota volunteers. No returns on file until 
May 13, 1862. From July, 1862, to June, 1863, no ret1u·ns forwarded. 
From J nne, 1863, to November, 1865, post commanded by Minnesota 
volunteer officers. From November, 1865, till present date, commanded 
by officers of the regular army; Colonel E. B. Alexander, lOth infantry, 
now in command. 

June 16, 1866, the Quartermaster General submitted to the Secretar;y 
of War extract of letter of Colonel Bingham, q uarterrnasters' depai·tmen t, 
stating that the Fort Snelling reservation was sold by Secretary Floyd 
to Mr. Steele for $100,000, $30,000 of which had been paid eight years 
since-no payments since made. Reserve now composed of three square 
miles. Recommended that one square mile be retained, (all the buildings 
being within this area,) the buildings to be filled with surplus stores. 
The Quartermaster General concurred in this recommendation and sug­
gested that it be carried into effect. Approved by the Secretary of War, 
July 6, 1866. The Quartermaster General instructed General Eastman, 
quartermaster, accordingly, who prepared a map of the proposed new 
reserYation (one square mile) and transmitted the same to General Terry, 
commanding department of Dakota. 
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By General Orders No. 0, headquarters department of Dakota, l\Iarch 4, 
1867, the reRervation was established according to said sniTey. 

General Terry recommended the sale of all land not incln<lf'd within 
the last survey. Submitted by the Adjutant General to the Secretary 
of ''Tar. 

The Secretary of War disapproved the est a blislunent of the new reser­
vation and direeted that General Terry suspend his order in the subject 
until further advice. General Terry so informed b;y letter of ::\lay 26, 
1867, from this office. 

QuARTER"3IASTER GEN;ER.AL's OFFICE, 
TfTashington, D. 0., June 16, 1866. 

SIR: I l1ave the honor to furnish below an extract from a comnmnica­
tion of Colonel J. D. Bingham, inspector quartermasters' department, 
dated Saint Paul, l\Iinnesota, June 1,-1866, relative to tlw retention, &c., 
of the military reser,Tation at Fort Snelling, near Saint Paul, Minnesota: 

The reservation llt Fort Sne1Hng- was sold by Floyd, when he was Secretarv of VV:ar, to 
Frank Steele, for $100,000. Thirty thousand dollars of that amount was paid about eight 
years ago, and no payments have been made since. I think the post should be retained by 
the government.. The reserve is now composed of three square miles . 

... * ... " " " l< " 

One square mile will be sufficient for government purposes, as there is no timber· of any 
consPquence on the reserve. In addition to the post buildings a draft rendezvous Las been 
built since the war, and they are all within the square mile recommenued to be retained. 
They are the best buildings of the kind I Lave ever seen. These I would fill with such sur­
plus stores as we now have in buildings at St. Louis and Cincinnati, for which we are payin~ 
rent. In this way we can store sueh surplus property as we want to keep for future use at 
n0 expense for rents, as the buildings and the grounds on which they stand already belong to 
the government. This will be a good point to store them, as the Forts of Ripley, Ridgeley, 
Abercrombie and Wads worth will probably be kept up for some years yet, aHd this is the 
proper place to supply them from. 

"' ... "' " " * 
The views expressed by Col. Bingham are concurred iu by me, and 'it 

is respectfully recommended that they be carried into effect. 
I am, sir, very respectfnll,y, your obedient servant, 

. J\I. C. :MEIGS, 
Quartermaster General U. S. A.., Bvt. JJiajor Gmierat. 

Hon. E. J\I. STANTON, 
Sem·etary of TVcw. 

Qu.A.RTER~I.A.STER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Washington, D. 0., July 13, 1866. 

GEYERAL: The enclosed copy of a report of the Quartermaster General 
to the Secr<>tar:y of War, relating to the retention of the military r<>Rer­
vation at Fort Snelling, near Saint Paul, Minnesota, with copy of the 
approYal of the '\Var Department endorsed, is respectfully tranRmitted 
to you, with instructions to cause the recommendation therein contained 
to be carried into effect. 

By order of the Quartermaster General: 
V cry I'espectfull~~, yolu' obedient servant, 

J. J. DA:N .A, 
Col. Q. JJI. D. and Bvt. Brig. General. 

Bvt. Drig. Gen. L. C. EASTON, 
S. antl.S. Quartermaster 11Iil. Div. of the Mississippi, St. Louis, lifo. 
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s . .AND s. QU.ARTERJVI.ASTER'S OFFICE, 
St. Louis, Mo., July_ 18, 1866. 

Copy respectfully referred to Brevet Brigadier General William Myers, 
chief quartermaster department of the Platte. He will, as soon as practi­
cable, send a list of such clothing and equipage as may in future be neces­
sary for the use of the posts in the district of Minnesota, making the list 
sufficiently large to fill the storehouses. He ·will make such suggestions 
in regard to this storage as he may deem best for the interest of the service. 
aud, as the storehouses are built entirely of wood, he will giue very strin­
gent orders to guard against :fire. General Myers will carry out the 
instructions of the Quartermaster General relative to the reservation. 

[Endorsement.] 

OM.AH.A, N. T., Aug~tst 15, 1866. 
Copy, with copy of enclosure, respectfully referred to Captain Theo. 

Schwan, 10th infantry, acting assistant quartermaster, Fort Snelling, who 
will cause the recommendation contained herein to be carried into effect. 
He will cause estimates to be made and furnish data required by General 
Easton, and take the strictest measures to guard against fire. · He will 
have the reserve surveyed and laid off as contemplated in these instruc­
tions. If he has not a competent surve~yor now ·under his direction he is 
authorized to employ one for this purpose. Hi_s attention is called to let­
ter of July 27,1866, requiring statement of number ·and capacity of build­
ings at this post. 
'- WILLIAM MYERS, 

Bvt~ Brig. Gen., Chief Qua,rtermt~ster. 

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. 0., Aug~tst 20, 1866. 

GENERAL: The Quartermaster General directs that the necessary steps 
be taken to have reservations laid off at all new posts where this has not 
already been done. 

You will cause a survey to pe. made at each of such posts of a suitable 
reservation, and forward a drawing of the same with field-notes and 
memoir, for action thereon, here. 

By order of Quartermaster General : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. J. DANA, 
Colonel Q. M. D., Bvt. Brig. General. 

Bvt. Brig. Gen. L. C. EASToN; 
Chief Quarter_master, &c., St. Louis, Mo. 

OFFICE CHIEF QU.ARTERM.ASTER DEPT. OF DAKOTA, 
Fort Snelling, Jllfinnesota, February 26, 1867. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the action oft he 
brevet major general commanding the department, a drawing of the pro­
posed reservation at Fort Snelling, Minnesota. 

From this drawing it will be seen that the area defined by the new 
lines is greatly reduced from what has long been known as the reserva­
tion of Fort Snelling. 

As it is within the province of the department commander to fix the 
extent of the military reservation, this drawing is respectfully submitted . 

. Should it be approved, the land outside the~~-~ rJ~f~ 

231270 
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by the government, as is usual under such cases, by ent:ry and sale. I 
am informed that Franklin Steele claims a great part of the reservation 
on the ground of purchase some eight years since to partial payment. 
He has not possession, and, I believe, no title. 

I enclose herewith copies of letters on the subject of this reservation, 
wherein it will be seen that the War Department has approved the reten­
tion of one square mile as the government reservation at Fort Snelling. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. CHANDLER, 

Captain and A. Q. ]f., Bvt. Colonel U. S. A. 
Brevet Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH. 

A. A. A. G., Dept. of Dakota, Fort Snelling, Minn. 

Official: 
· ED. W. SMITH, 

Bvt. Lieutenant Colonel, Capt. 24th Inf., A. A. A. G. 

[General Orders No. 8.] 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 
Fort Snelling, Minnesota, March 4, 1867. 

Subject to the approval of the Secretary of War, the military reserva­
tion at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, is hereby established according to the 
map made in pursuance of the survey of September, 1866, and now on file 
in the office of the chief quartermaster at these headquarters, the same 
to em brace one square mile. 

By command of Brevet Major General A. H. Terry: 

Official: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Bvt. Lieut. Col., Capt. 24th U. S. Inf., A. A. A. G. 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Bvt. Lieut. Col., Capt. 24th U.S. Inf., A. A . .A. G. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 
Fort Snelling, JJfinnesotc~;, JJfarch 4, 1867. 

GENERAL: I haYe the honor to transmit, 'herewith, a drawing of the 
proposed reservation at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, made in compliance 
with instructions contained in a letter from the Quartermaster General's 
office, dated July 13, 1866, a copy, of which is enclosed, together with 
copies of further correspondence on the same subject from the Quarter­
master General's office, and the endorsement from the Adjutant General's 
office thereon. Also copy of a communication from Brevet Colonel J. 
G. ChancUer, chief quartermaster of this department, relative thereto, 
and the order issued from these headquarters, establishing the reserYa­
tion at Fort Snelling as indicated by the drawing-subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of War. 

The recommendation of Colonel Chandler in reference to the disposi­
tion to be made of the land outside the reservation is approved. 

I haYe the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED H. TERRY, 

Brevet JJfajor General U. S. Army, Commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL U. S. ARl\lY, 

Wa-shington, D. G. 
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[Endorsement.] 

ADJUTANT GENERAL: The Secretary does not approve and dir~cts 
the order issued by ·General Terry to be susp~nded until further orders 
and result of inquiry as to the Steele purchase. 

MAY 13, 1867. 
E. S. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 16, 1867. 

SIR: General Orders No. 8, headquarters department of Dakota, of 
March 4, 1867, relating to the Fort Snelling military reservation, has 
been considered by the Secretary of War, in connection with the papers 
accompanying it, and is not approved by him. He therefore directs 
that the same be suspended until further orders. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adj~ttant General. 
Brevet Major General ALFRED H. TERRY, U. S. A., 

Comrnanding .Department of .Dakota, Fort Snelling, JJtiinnesota. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI, 
St. Louis, Missouri, March 10, 1868. 

GENERAL: The · copy of letter of February 26, from General J. A. 
Garfield, chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, (House of 
Representatives,) to the Ron. E. M. Stanton, referred to me by yotu' 
endorsement of March 4, is received. 

On the 26th of May, 1866, I visited Fort Snelling in person, and found 
it occupied by a company of the lOth United States infantry, and it has 
been occupied by troops continuously ever since. I then made an official 
report, and enclose herewith a copy. 

A great many official reports have been transmitted through me to 
:rour office by General Terry, commanding that department, on this sub­
ject, and you have doubtless at hand all the papers called for by General 
Garfield, yet, as Fort Snelling is in my command, and I am familiar with 
its recent history, I will make this additional report, covering the points 
inquired after. 

Fort Snelling occupies the angle at the junction of the St. Peter's and 
Mississippi rivers, at the very head of navigation. Its reservation em­
braces also land south of the St. Peter's and east of the Mississippi. That 
portion of the reservation lying north of the St. Peter's and west of the 
Mississippi is necessary for military uses; but the balance ~is not, and 
may with propriety be sold. 

Fort Snelling will always be a military point from which troops and 
supplies can be han cUed for use on the northern frontier and should never 
be sold. The former sale by Mr. Floyd was declared fraudulent and 
was suspended; but by a personal examination of the facts I am con­
vinced that Mr. Steele was not involved in the fraud. .A .. fair compromise 
should be made with him, and none would be more fair than to credit 
him with the money paid ($30,000) with interest, and to charge him all 
moneys received by him. He has had the use of the valuable ferry privi­
lege, and has hau the benefit of other rents and profits, and should make 

eclarati ve statement of the account, and receive the balance due him. 
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I have not possession of the map of the reservation; but have repeat­
edly seen it at the fort, and will at once procure a copy of it and thereon 
delineate what portion of the reservation may be disposed of, and what 
portion should be held, and send it to you. 

I understand from Mr. Steele that he was not only willing, but anxious 
to settle the matter on any conditions that were fair and just to himself. 
I have no doubt that the land east of the Mississippi river and south of 
the St. Peter's can be sold for enough to reflmd to Mr. Steele the money 
already paid by him; but if this be insufficient we could further diminish 
the reservation by a fraction outside of the Minnehaha river, and at the 
extreme part of the resenTation above the small lakes. But I repeat my 
opinion that all the reservation embraced by the Mississippi, St. Peter's 
and Minnehaha, are eminently necessary for the military uses of the 
United States for all time to come. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Lieute·nant General. 
Brevet Major General E. D. TowNSEND, 

Assistctnt Adjutant General, Washington, D. C. 

[Extract.l 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
St. Paul, Jlfinnesota, May 26, 1866. 

DEAR GENERAL : * * * * ' * * 
I also learn that Port Snelling with its 6,000 acres of reserve was solcl 

by Mr. Secretary Ployd to a Mr. Steele; that he has paid some $30,000 
of the purchase money, but has failed to pay the balance. I understand 
that Mr. Steele is not anxious to fulfil the terms of his purchase, because 
the occasion is passed. It iR now too late for him to build a town there, 
which was his object of his purchase: for f. St. Paul below the Fort, and 
Minneapolis above, are established too well to be disturbed by a rival. 
The buildings at Port Snelling are of no use except as a fort, and the 
land is not worth, for agricultural purposes, anything like the price 
Steele contracted to pay for it. But Fort Snelling is valuable to us. 
The government promptly took it back when the war revealed its use 
as a depot for the collection of volunteer troops, and ori all future occasions, 
when troops are needed anywhere north or west of this, Fort Snelling 
will be found the natural point. I, therefore, recommend its retention, 
and that a compromise be effected with Mr. Steele. Fort Snelling will 
be a good point for the organization of a new regiment when the time 
comes, but it is of no use whatever for military defence, because there 
are no Indians or hostile people within 200 miles. Its only use is as a 
rendezvous for troops, like Jefferson barracks and Fort Leavenworth. 

* * * * * * * * 
I am truly yours, 

Lieutenant General U. S. GRANT, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

Commanding Armies of the United States, Washington, D. C. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TilE MISSOURI, 

Official: 
St. Louis, JJfissouri, JJfarch 10, 1868. 

W. A. NICHOI,S, 
Assistant Adjt6tant General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE J.\.fiSSOURI, 
St. Louis, Missouri, April2B, 1868. 

GENERAL: I now have the honor to enclose three maps and several 
papers from General Terry's headquarters relative to the military reser­
vation at Fort Snelling. 

From personal inspection and a study of the relations of the site with 
regard to the region of country round about to the sources of tlte Mis­
sissippi and to. our northern national boundary, I am clear of opinion 
that Fort Snelling with its present reduced boundary should be held by 
the United States forever. 

Its sale by Mr. Floyd to Mr. ],ranklin Steele was either in fraud, or in 
ignorance of its military value; but JVIr. Steele is not, in my judgment, 
a party to the fraud. He paid $30,000, or one-third of the money in 
good faith, and should receive back the same, with interest, or an equiv­
alent. The more I studv the case the more I am convinced that the 
United States should not "further diminish that part of the reserve lying 
in the forks of the :Mississippi and St. Peter's; but it is possible we can 
dispense with the 160 acres on the east of the Mississippi and the other 
piece of 160 acres on the south of the St. Peter's. (See map B.) The 
sale of these two pieees of land might realize $6,000 or $8,000. If, how­
ever, it be indispensible to realize out of the reservation the full sum 
of $30,000 with interest, there would be no alternative but to reduce the 
reservation by taking a strip on the west part, similar to that indicated 
in map B by the dotted red line, beginning at a point on Brown's creek 
above the Minnehaha falls. 

Fort Snelling is at the head of steamboat navigation on the Mississippi, 
and is the natural depot or place d'armes of that whole region ; is nat­
urally fitted for a fortification, but of no manner of use for farming, or 
for a town. Should the site now pass into private hands, it would have 
to be repurchased at some future time at a vast cost. I therefore 
urgently represent that we should settle with Mr. Steele on fair terms, 
and retain the place for military uses forever. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
, W. T. SHERMAN, 

Lieutencmt General, Cmnmanding. 
Brevet l\{ajor General E: D. TowNSEND, 

Assistant Adjuta.nt General, Washington, D. C. 

HEADQUARTERS J\IILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI, 
St Louis, JYio., March 10, 1868. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to enclose you a copy of a paper just 
received from Washington, which affords us the best possible oppor­
tunity to settle the long contested matter of the Fort Snelling reservation. 
I am 11ositive in my opinion that Fort Snelling and an of its reservation 
in the forks of the Mississippi and St. Peter's will always be necessary 
for military purposes. I wish you would prepare a copy of the map of 
the reservation which I saw at the fort last summer, and make me a full 
report on all the points embraced in the letter of General Garfield, with 
copies of all papers you have bearing on the subject, that I may trans-

. mit them to the Adjutant General, with such further remarks as may be 
necessary at the time. I am willing to sell all the land embraced in the 
lines east of the Mississippi and south of the St. Peter's. If these will 
not, by sale, realize the $30,000 and interest, already paid in by Steele, 
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we should indicate what other part of the reserve we could best part 
with. I want to retain all up to the Minnehaha, and out to that little lake, 
Harriet, I think, and then draw a line from its head to the St. Peter's, 
giving a couple of miles of ground up that stream. Without the map 
I cannot so well explain my views as if I had the map here, but you 
will doubtless see what I mean. Please attend to this as early as you 
conveniently can, as it is important the matter should be settled :finally. 

Truly yotus, 

General A. H. TERRY, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Lieutenant General. 

Cornmanding Department of Dakota, St. Paul, JJfinn. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, ]{arch 29, 1868. 

GENER~: In obedience to your instructions, I have the honor to 
report the following data in reference to the reservation of Fort Snelling, 
which embrace all the information attainable here. 

Upon the accompanying tracing marked A, the western and southern 
boundaTies Df the original reseTvation are shown by the dotted Ted lines, 
as the same appear upon maps on file in the office of the United States 
suTvevoT for the district of J\'linnesota. These lines are continued to the 
neighborhood of the pTesent sites of Minneapolis and St. Anthony, and 
embrace a large tract along the left bank of the Mississippi Tiver, and on 
the south of the Minnesota TiveT, the latteT extending to west St. Paul. 
The maps in the surveyor's office also show that the Teservation was 
reduced to a tract bounded on the north by Brown's creek ; on the east 
by the l\Iississippi and Minnesota rivers; south by the Minnesota river ; 
and west by a line running north from the Minnesota Tiver to the foot of 
Duck lake, and thence by Duck lake, Mother's lake, · Lake Amelia, and 
Rice lake, and their connecting streams to Brown's creek, together with 
a tract of 160 acres on the left bank of the Mississippi riYer near its 
junction with the Minnesota. The western boundary thus described is 
indicated on the tracing marked A. TheTe is nothing on file in the sur­
,~eyor's office to show by what autJwrity this reduction was made, OT the 
date at which it was made. 

From the accompanying map marked B, it appears that a survey was 
made in October, 1853, by Lieutenant J. W. Abert, topographical engi­
neers, of a reduced Teser\"atiou, which appears to correspond ·\vith the one 
shown by the maps in the sunTeyor's office. 

By General Orders No. 8, of March 4, 1867, from headquarters depart­
ment of Dakota, the resenTation was again reduced, "subject to the 
approYal of the Secretary of War," to a tract of one square mile, as 
shown by the accompanying map, marked 0. That order was not 
approYetl by the Secretary, but was, by his direction, subsequently sus­
pended. 

It is inferred that the reduced reservation, as shown by the map of 
Lieutenant Abert, (marked B,) and by the map on file in the office of the 
stuveyor for the district of .l\Iinnesota, is the tract claimed by Mr. Steele 
to have been purchased by him, and that the boundaries indicated by 
these maps are the boundaries of the present military reservation. 

It also appears from the SlU'Yeyor's maps that all the land to the north 
and west of these boundaries has been SlU'Yeyed by the government and 
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laid off in sections and fractional sections, and that, on the north and 
east of the Mississippi river, and the south and east of the Minnesota, 
the same thing has been done up to the banks of the rivers, respectively, 
and that the portion of the reservation embraced between the two rivers 
and said northern and western boundary has not been so laid off. 

Attention is invited to the accompanying report of BreYet Brigadier 
General E. B. Alexander, colonel lOth infantry, commanding district 
of Minnesota, and the memorandum of Lieutenant General Sherman, 
therewith enclosed. The map referred to in General Alexander's report 
is the one herein referred to, marked B. 

The records and files at headquarters department of Dakota, and at 
Fort Snelling, have been carefully searched for the information called 
for in the letter of the Ron. J. A. Garfield, chairman of the l\1.ilitary Com­
mittee of th•J House of Hepresentatives to the honorable Secretary of 
War, but no reports or records or other information relative to the res­
ervation can be found, other than is contained herein and in the report 
of General Alexander. 

I have the honor to be, general, very repectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. W. SMITH, 

Brevet Lieut. Col., Capt. 24th Infantry, Aide-de-Camp. 
Brevet ~1ajor General A. H. TERRY, 

Commcmding Depa,rtment of Dakota. 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA, 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 

Fort Snelli,ng, Minnesotct, Ma.rch 23, 1868. 
SIR: In obedience to instructions from your headquarters, I have the 

honor to transmit herewith a copy of the map of the reservation of Fort 
Snelling, which was shown to General Sherman at these headquarters, 
last summer. I also enclose, for the department commander's informa­
tion, a copy of a memorandum as to the Fort Snelling reservation, made 
by G-eneral Sherman upon visiting Fort Snelling, July 2!), 18G7. With 
the exception of this memorandum there are no reports in regard to 
retaining the Fort Snelling reservation or any portion thereof, nor any 
papers on record relative to the sale of said reservation by the Secretary 
of War, either at these headquarters or at the post of Fort Snelling. 

From the best information that I can obtain I think that the garrison 
of Snelling was withdrawn in the fall of 1857 or spring of 1858, and that 
the sale of the reserve took place about that time, and that the post "\vas 
re-occupied by volunteers early in 18Gl, and has continued to be garri~ 
soned by troops since that time. 

General Seth Eastman, United States army, (retired,) can probably 
give information as to the sale of the reserve·, as he was officially con­
nected with the matter, and General Gorman, of Saint Paul, can give 
information as to the occupation of the post by volunteers in 1861. On 
the enclosed map the western boundary of the reduced reservation, as 
proposed by General Sherman, is indicated by a dotted red line, and I 
beg leave to remark that this reduced reservation is in my opinion the 
smallest suitable area (so far as relates to grazing stock kept at the 
depot of Fort Snelling) that should be retained. 

lt would be much better to retain the whole reserve, paying Steele 
b3Jck his $30,000 with interest, as suggested in the enclosed memoran­
dum of General Sherman. 

Sufficient land should, under any circumstances, be retained at the 
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ends of the ferries across the Minnesota and Mississippi to secure to the 
military authorities the entire control of these ferries. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. B. ALEXANDER, 

Brevet Brigctdier General, Oormnanding. 
ASSIS'l'ANT ADJUTANT G ENEl~AL, 

Heac1qruarters Department of Dakota,, Saint Paul, JJ!innesota. 

MEMORANDA OF RESERVATION OF FORT SNELLING. 

Map made by First Lieutenant James W. Abot, topographical engi- .. 
neers, October, 1853. About 6,000 acres sold to Frank Steele for 
$90,000; $30,000 paid and $60,000 reserved. Sale had better be can­
celled, and money refunded with interest, and reserve held as now per­
petually, or the reserve diminished as follows: Beginning in the middle 
of Missi;ssippi, abreast of Fort Snelling; up mid-channel to mouth of 
Brown creek to a point 800 yar<ls above the Minnehaha falls ; thence due 
south, true meridian, to mid-channel of the Minnesota river, and thence 
clown mid-channel to the cross channel above Pike's island, back to the 
point of beginning. Diminished reserve estimated at 3,000 acres. The 
3,000 thus ceded would be worth the $30,000 paid, and interest; or allow 
him credit for $30,000 and interest, and have the parts thrown off, esti­
mated by a hoard, and sold to Steele or at public auction, and applied to 
the debt. 

[Endorsement.] 

SAINT Lours, MISSOURI, April 23, 1868. 
This memorandum was made by me when I supposed the Secretary of 

War would delegate to General Alexander the duty of compromising the 
sale without refunding the cash paid by Steele. I agree the reservation 
ought not to be reduced if we can possibly hold it all. 

· W. T. SHERMAN, 

True copies : 

Lieutenant General C01mna,nding. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
lVashington, JJfcty 1, 1868. 

R. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

RIVER St. PETER, A 7tgttst 16, 1837. 
To his Excellency M.AitTlN VAN BuREN, 
· President of the United States : 

The undersigned citizens of the settlement near Fort Snelling beg 
l~ave to make known to you the interest they feel in the contemplated 
purchase of the Sioux lands in this vicinity. In 1804 a treaty was made 
by General P,ike with the Sioux Indians, under which he purchased a 
certain portion of their country, extending from t)be falls of St. Anthony 
'to the mouth of St. Peter's river, and the prevailing opinion has been, 
until very recently, that this treaty had received the sanction of govern­
ment. It was under this impression that the undersigned settled upon 
the lands they now occupy as part of the public domain. They were 
permitted to make improyements and retain unmolested possessibn of 



SALE OF FORT SNELLING RESERVATION. 15 

them for many years by the commanding officer of the post and the 
other officers of the government employed here, who believed the land 
belonged to the United States, and that the settlers were only exercising 
the privileges extended to them by the benign and salutary laws which 
have peopled the western country with a hardy, industrious, and enter­
prising· class of citizens. 

The undersigned will further state that they have erected houses and 
cultivated fields at their present places of residence, and several of them. 
have large families of children who have known no other homes. All 
the labor of years is invested in their present habitations, and they 
therefore appeal to the President and Senate of the United States for 
_l)rotection. If a treaty should lJe made at Washington, as we have 
heard suggested, and the lands we now occupy be purchased from the 
Sioux for a "military reservation," we ask that a reasonable and just 
allowance be made ns in the treaty for our improvements. We have no 
other homes, but will interpose no objection to the purchase of them if 
the public interests require it. All we ask is justice at the hands of 
the government, and of the Sioux Indians, who gave their sanction to 
our present occupancy, and have always found a frienc.Uy resting-place 
at our :firesides. 

We ver,y respectfully submit this humble memorial to yotu excellency 
by our friend, Colonel Samuel C. Stambaugh, who is hereby duly author­
ized and empowered to act for us at any negotiation between the govern-

. ment of the United States and the Sioux nation. Knowing him, from 
sufficient reasons, to be anxious to preserve a proper feeling between the 
government, the Indians, and their relatives and friends, we most unhesi­
tatingly invest him with full and e11tire power to act for us and in our 
names in all things as if we were personally present, pledging ourselves 
to rest satisfied ·with what Le may do in our behalf. We also beg leave 
to refer your excellency to Governor Dodge for the truth and justice of 
our statements and our claims, and likewise to Major Taliaferro, agent 
of Indian affairs, who is acquainted with all the facts connected with 
our settlement upon the lands we now occupy. 

All of which we respectfully submit. 

hi~ 

LOUIS x MASSEY. 
mark. 

his 
ABRAHAM x PEltRY. 

mark. 
his 

PETER x QUINN. 
mark. 

his 
ANTOINE x PAPPAN. 

mark. 

Sigm~d in pres~uce of ...... 
A. H. D.AP1?RU, 
A. ROBERTSON, 
G-. N. REED, 

DUNCAN GRAHAM. 
hiH 

JACOB x FALSTROM. 
murk. 

his 

OLIVER x CRATTE. 
mark. 

his 

JOSEPH x BISSON. 
mark. 

his 

JOSEPH x REASOR. 
mnrk. 

his 

LEvVIS x DERGULEE. 
mark. 

D. GRAHAM, 
Witnesses to sig1utiitr'es of all the in1Lab-ttards having improve• 

ments on military resen;e not Indian traders. 
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Memorandum. 

SEPTEMBER, 1837. 
The persons who sign the above memorial reside in the St. Peter's 

·settlement, about half a mile from the fort. They are the only indi­
vidua1s having houses and improvements on the west side of the Mis­
sissippi river, with the exception of Mr. Baker, whose prineipal trading 
establishment is in this settlement. No others can be affected by a pur­
chase of land necessary for a military reserve. 

S. B. STAMBAUGH. 

FoRT SNELLING, October 19, 1837. 
SIR : Enclosed with this yon will find the map which you directed me 

to prepare. It includes all the habitations between the canal below 
Pike's island and Brown's Falls creek, with the principal features of the 
ground topographically displayed. 

The white inhabitants in the vicinity of the fort, as near as I could 
ascertain, are: 82 iu Baker's settlement, around old Camp Coldwater, 
and at Massey's landing. On the opposite side, 25 at the fur company's 
establishment, including Terrebault's and Le Clerc's, 50. Making a total 
of 157 souls in no way connected with the military. 

This population possess and keep on the public lands, in the imme­
diate neighborhood, nearly 200 horses and cattle. I am inclined to 
believe that this estimate will fall short of the actual number. 

Your obedient servant, 

Major J. PLYMPTON, Conunanding. 

E. K. SMITH, 
First Lieutenant 5th Infantry. 

HEADQUAR'l'ERS, FOR'l' SNELLING, 
Upper JJ!Iississippi, October 19, 1867, 

SrR: On the 11th ultimo I had the honor of addressing you upon the 
subject touching the individual settlements made and being made on 
lanu which I have supposed, since the summer of 1819, to be recognized 
by the government to be held for military purposes alone; but, on my 
arrival here last August, I found much of this ground occupied by indi­
viduals not connected with the military department, which you will find 
indicated on the enclosed map, which I directed Lieutenant Smith to 
make from an actual survey, and which, from its topographical correct­
ness and neatness, entitles him to much credit. 

I instructed Lieutenant Smith, while surveying, to ascertain as nearly 
as possible the population and the number of cattle belonging thereto; 
and, as the most ready mode of conveying this intelligence to the depart- · 
ment, I herewith enclose his accompanying letter. 

Many of the buildings marked on the map are built of stone and lime, 
intended, evidently, for permanent residences and business. 

The means I have used since my arrival here to inform myself by what 
authority these settlements have been made having failed, induced me 
to adopt the course I have taken as one called for in my official capacity. 

Baker's settlement, at Camp Coldwater, is upon ground formerly cui-
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tivate<l by the military, and I suppose it may be Rnperfiuous for me to 
remark here, for the information of the department, that the sparseness 
of timber "'ithin the space supposed to be embracell in Pike'~ treaty does 
now cauRe much labor and inconvenience to the garrison to obtain thr 
necessary fuel, alHl should this point be required for the next 20 years 
for military pnrpm;es the difficulty will be great, and very much increased, 
by these settlements ill obtaining the nrticlr of fuel, independent of the 
trouble to tlw govermnent and its officers growing out of individual 
claims. 

I should lmve directrd a more extended topographical SlnTey to haYe 
been made at this time of the country "Thich I supposed belonged to 
this post, but fi·om the supposition that the government waR ah·ead~" 
minutely informed upon this point, although I haYe not bern Rnccessful 
in obtaining information of this fact from any record or <locument in the 
offiee of this post; hence I rrRpectfully ask and ·wait to be adviRcd on tlw 
sn~ject. 

I han' thr honor to he, very rrspectfully, sir, your obedient servant~ 
J. PL Y:MPTO:N, 

Jl[ajOf' rT. &. Army, Commall(7ing Post: 
nrigadier General H .• r ONliJf:j, 

A(ljutant General 7I. S. Army, lVasltington. D. C. 

ADJU'l'AN1' (}E"XERA.L':::; OI<'FICE, 
lVashington, J\---ol·embe1· 17, 1837. 

8n~: The general in chief has directed me to ackno,Yledge the receipt 
of the map of Fort Snelling and its vicinity, prepared nuder your direc- · 
tions by Lieutenant E. K. Smith, and at the same time to express to you 
the pleasure and satisfaction it affords him to receive information of that 
nahue. 

The general agrees with you in commending Lieutenant Smith for the 
able manner in \Vhich that duty has been performed, and hopes that you 
will extend your examinations, in order that all important information 
a~ to the topography and military resources of the country, and your 
neighborhood, may be given to the War Drpartment. 

The map \vhich you have sent, together "ith your communication, will 
be laid before the Secretary of vVar, that the ueeessary measures may 
lw taken in relation to those persons residing in the military rese1Te. 

I am, Rir, Yer:v respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
~T. N. 1\IACOl\IB, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 

~O'l'E.-If there be no reservation ah'eady made for military p1uposes 
at your post, please to mar1r over what in your opinion will be neces-sary 
to be reserved. 

.A. J\IACOl\ID, .:IIajo~· Genel'al. 

[Endorsement.] 

Uopy for the Secretary of \Var. 
R. tl O~ES, A(ljutant General. 

JUNE 3, 1842. 
H. Ex. Doc. 9--2 
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[Order No. 65.] 

HEADQUARTER~ FOl{.T S~:ELLlNG, Jltly 26, 1838. 
L The undersigned having, in obedience to instructions received from 

the "\Var Department, marked out a reservation for military }HU110ses at 
this post, hereby forewarns all persons not attached to the military from 
erecting any building or buildings, fence or fences, or cutting· timber for 
any but for public use, within said line, whieh ha:-; been sm·veyed and 
forwarded to the War Department subject to the final decision tlwreof. 

II. The undersigned also forewarns aud forbids all perHonl-3, whether 
in public or private stations, againHt the erection or doing anything as 
contained in the first paragraph of tllis order, for private or individual 
interest, directly or indirectly, within the said military reserved lines, 
unless special permission to do so be given by the vVar Department. 

III. It is hereby 11ublished for all concerned, that the military com­
mander is in the immediate command of the section of cmmtry thus 
marked out for military purposes at this post, so far, particularly, as relates 
to individuals further incumbering the ground with l.mil<liugs or fences, 
or tlt>stroyiup; the timber thereon. 

J. PLYMPTON, 
Jlajor "Cnitcd f:Jtatcs Al·m.IJ, Commanding J>ost. 

IlEA.DQUAlU.'BH.S :FoR':l' SNELLING, July 30, 1838. 
Sn:.: 1 take the liberty to enclose to you herewith a copy of an order 

which I <leemed necess.ary to publish to protect the land which has been 
marked out m; a military reservation at this })OSt against encroach­
ments, which were every day forcing themselves upon my notice. 

vVithout interfering with the property of any individual, I shall 
strictly enforce my order till the pleasure of the department shall be 
known upon the subject, presuming that my duty to tlle public and the 
spirit of my instructions call for such a course. 

l\Iy order must, as matter of right, more pa,rticularly allude to per­
Rons urging themselves within the line at this time, than to those who 
I found on my arriyal here last ~mmmer settled down near the fort. The 
authority for these settlements being made, I haye to presume, is to be 
found or is known at the department, although I have not been success­
ful in finding any record of it in the office of this post. 

The character and extent of these settlements and improvements was 
given in my communication of tlw 19th October, 1837. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. PLYMPTON, 

_][ajor Cnited States Army, Commanding Post. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL U. S. AR::\IY, 1Vashington, D. G. 

[Endorsement.] 

HEAD(~FAR'l'ERS FORT S~ELLI~G, J~fly 30, 1868 . 
• J. PLYMPTON, 

_][ajor L.,..nited States Army, Commanding Post. 

He~pectfully submitted for the consideration of the Secretary of War. 
R. JONES, A(~j'lctant General. 

AUGU~'l' 29. 
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APRIL 16, 1841. 
SIR: I haye considered the letter addressed to you by Inspector Gen­

t->ral Croghan under date of 14th instant, recommending a ptuchase by 
the United States of a stone house erected by the late Mr. Baker, within 
the military reseryation at Fort Snelling, that it be then turned over to 
the Indian department as the agency house, or if no change should be 
judged adYisable by the department, that it be then given to the council 
of administration of the post to be rented by the council as a hotel, and 
have the honor, in compliance with your endorsement thereon, to report 
that unlesf-l 1nu·dwsed for the Indian department I would not advise the 
purchase. 'rhe building appears to lwve been a costly one, valued at 
$6,000, and if rented by the council for tlw purpose indicated, it would 
inc1·eas(' in time, most probably give rise to as many complaints of inter­
fering with the police of the garrison as if permitted to be rented by 
Baker's representatives. It appears that :Major Plympton was instructed 
by the 'Var Department on the 17th October last, that the representa­
tions of December 7, that he did not think the building could be of any 
possible use to the post, but, on the contrary, that the post would be 
improved by dearing the ground of these buildings and making indem­
nity therefor. 

It appears by this letter of Colonel Croghan to you of 30th ultimo, by 
K. l\fackenzie's petition as trustee of Baker, and by the correspondence 
generally on this snQject, that l\Jr. Baker being a licem;ed Indian trader, 
and held in estimation by the commanding officerR of the post, was 
tacitly encouraged to builu, and it is said that he did so under the belief 
that when the lands might be brought into market he would receive the 
benefits of au occupying claimant, and that this was before the first 
lines were seen by :Major I)lympton in October, 1H37, of the land ('ederl 
by the Sioux in 1805. 

"These filets are alluded to here in order that a full view of the case 
may be before you, though it is believed tltat Mr. Baker':;; reprcsen1 a­
tiveR ean haYe uo legal claim either to the o<'cupancy of this house or to 
lw compensated for it should it lw taken <lmYII. 

Your obedient servant, 

The SECRETARY OF \VAl~. 

Baker should be permitted to remon' and appropriate the materials 
to themselves, or, if the house could be made useful to the government, 
to report the terms upon which it could be purchase<l, in order that, if 
thought advisable, an appropriation might be asked for the purchase, to 
which he replied in the---

['rhiH letter was altered considerably in writing it out fair.] 

STILLWA'l'ER, ST. CROIX CoUNTY, December 30, 1847. 
Sm, : The extension of the military reservation of Fort Snelling ovt'l' 

Ho large a tract of country east of the l\Iississippi has long been a sour('e 
of s<->rions annoyance to the business operations of the country, and is 
now more seriously felt owing to the great increas·e of business ou tlw 
)fississippi above the Falls of St. Anthon;y. lYiy business the present 
season requires several tons of io<upplies for lumbering operations. The 
erection of mills by a wealthy eastern company, at the Falls of St. A11-
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thony, will tend to increase the lumbering operations near fifty fold, 
and as a necessary consequence will increase in a proportionate ratio the 
amount of supplie8 necessary for its prosecution; therefore the additional 
distance which said supplies must be transported by laud from what 
might otherwise be necessary, must fall heavily on all concerned. in that 
business. In addition to the supplies for the prosecution of the lumber­
ing business, the supplies for the Indian trade are very considerable, to 
which may be added the government supplies for the Indians that may 
be located west of the Mississippi above the f~1lls, all of which, under 
existing circumstances, must be landed at St. Paul's, some eight miles 
below the head of navigation. To obviate in a degree the burdens which 
are thus imposed upon us, I -would be much {)bliged to you if you could 
obtain from the War Department a permission to erect at the cave, 
three miles below Fort Snelling, a ·warehouse a:il.d the other necessary 
buildings for storing the 1-mpplies for the upper Mississippi. If the 
department requires it I will enter into bonds not to traffic in any mau­
ner whate,~er in liquor, and I will store all government property intended 
for the Indians on the upper 1fississippi, fi'ee of expense to the depart­
ment. 

I have designated the cave as the point where I should like to estab­
lish, because it is the most convenient landing below the fort. If per­
mission could be obtained to establish one mile above the fort, it would 
reduce the land transportation one and one-half miles more. An estab­
lishment at the cave, ho-wever, will shorten the land transportation over 
three miles, compared with the St. Paul's landing, besides obviating the 
expense of getting supplies up a steep and high hill. 

If yon will confer an obligation by making an early application to tlw 
department so that I can enter into the necessary arrangements for 
erecting the buildings necessary early in the spring, I shall be mueh 
obliged to you. 

Hespectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. JNo. H. TWEEDY. 
JOSEPH R. BROvVN. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENT A'ITVES, 
February 15, 1848. 

Sn~: I lulYe the honor to enclose to yon a letter of Joseph H. BroWIJ, 
of vVisconsin, residing at or near St. Paul's, on the ])'fississippi, asking 
permission of the \Var Department to erect a warehouse on the military 
reselTation at Fort Snelling, at one of two points designated hl the letter. 

Mr. Brown is a highly respectable merchant, old Indian trader, some 
years since a member of the Wisconsin legislature. I believe his state­
ment may be relied upon as correct. I have heard from. several other 
intelligent gentlemen, some of whom reside in, and others have travelled 
over tlte upper Mississippi country, the opinion repeatedly and strongly 
expressed, that the large extent of the military reservation at Fort Snel­
ling was unnecessary to the g·overnment and garrison, and making great 
inconvenience and inj1uy to the business and settlement of the country,.. 
occupying as the reserYe the best and most convenient ground for a 
landing and town site, at the head of navigation. 

Please give to this request your most favorable consideration. 
I am your obedient serYant, 

J. H. TWEEDY, of Wisconsin. 
Hon. \YM. L. "MARCY, Secretary of 1Var. 
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[Endorsement.] 

The Q,uartermaRtl,r General "'ill pleat-w prepare a li~t l)f the military 
reserYes -which lw re<·ommends to be r<>linquiRlw<l. 

\VAl~ DEPA1~T:;\IEX1', February 28, 18-. 

\Y. L. :1\L\HCY, 
8ecretary of 1Var. 

l reeomnwiHl that the whole territor,v of the ::\lissiHsipvi ht> HmTendered 
to the Land Department for l"lale. lt is of infinitely HWl'P importance 
that ·we luwe numerous and iudustriouR ~ettlerl'{ on the fronti<.·rs than 
tracts of mwultiYated land as military reserYes. 

If the land be not turned oYer for sale, I \Vonl<lHot adYiHe that any 
one be allowed to establish a svarehouse on the reservP. 8uch a permi,'­
sion woul<l b<.J the cause of con:-;tant difficulty lwhYP<'n thP military and 
the ('itizt>ns. 

T. R. JESUP. 
Ji'ebruai'y 1n, 18-!8. 

:XEw Yol~K, Pebi'uary ~1, 1~48. 
DEAl~ SrR: I beg leave to address you to solicit permisRion for 1\Ir. 

Samlwl J. Fiudlt>y, of St. Peters, Iowa Territory, to keep the feny across 
the 1\fississippi river at Fort Snelling; also, to erect building for a dwell­
ing an'l store on the east Ride of the river, immediately opposite the gar­
rison, on the military reserYe. The commanding officer is willing to grant 
a. permit to keep the ferry, but says he has no power to grant permission 
to build on the reserYe. He refers to the Secretary of \Var aR the only 
person that can grant it. It is v-ery important that a. ferry Rhonld be 
kept up; that point is the only acceptable way to get to the fort. I have 
receiYed t"~o or three letters from different parties rccommeiH.ling Mr. 
Findley as a Yery worthy, deserving man. He has l>een a clerk in the 
employment of the American Fur Company, and l\Ir. Steel, the ~mtler at 
the fort, for elevc'n years past. \Vith the ferry alone he cannot support 
his family, but if he can ha\e permission to erect suitable buihliugs to 
trade, he can get along. I feel considerable solicitude in this matter, as 
I am interested in that part of the countr.Y trading, and hope my request 
may be granted. Enclosed is a form of the permit which if you will have 
the kinclnes~:o; to sign and send to me; also, please forward a copy to the 
eommanding officer at Fort Snelling, and most obligr 

Y om·R, reRpeetfully, . 

Hon. \Y::\L L. 1\fARUY, 
Becretm·y of 1Yar. 

[Endorsement.] 

\V~I. H. HANDAI.,T.J. 

Hespe('tfnlly retur11ed to the Secretary of \Yar. I do not consider the 
resmT<' on the eastern side of the 1\Iississippi necessary for military pur­
posPs. 'l~he poliey IYoulcl he far better to sell the land and thnH inYite 
HPttlPrs to that point. 

T. S . • TI1JSUP, 
Qua rtennaster· Genera 7. 

Samuel .Tolm 1findley, of St. Peters, has permission to keep the ferry; 
also to carry on merc·handising, to build house or houseR suitable on the 
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east side of the Mississippi river, immediately opposite the garrison, mll1 
on the military reserve; to continue so to do as long as he keeps in con­
formity with the rules and regulations of said garrison, and to continue 
while there is a reserve on that east side of the Mississippi riYer, and all 
in all if the commanding officer at that post has no objection. 

[Endorsement.] 

If the land referred to on the w·ithin is the land on wllich the mill was 
situated on Yellow river, (I know of no other,) opposite Fort Crawford, I 
can see of no use it is to the garrison except for the fuel that 1uay be upon 
it. In contracting for fuel at this post it has been customary, I think, 
to allow the contractor to cut it upon the public land, which has made 
quite a difference in the price, as there is no wood of consequence in tlle 
imme~iate vicinity of the fort on the \Visconsin side. Wood in that 
prairie country is the heaviest item of expense in the quartermasters' 
department, and every year increases it. I should think it bad policy to 
sell this land until the post of Fort Crawford is abandoned, which as a 
military position I should think would not be retained much longer. 

Respectfully, 
P. W. PLUMMBR, 

. Captain United States Army. 

I concur with Captain Plummer so far as to recommend that the post 
of Fort Crawford be abandoned, and tllat the land be sold. Settlers are 
more valuable to the public on the frontiers than military sites. 

FEBRUARY 1(), 1848. 

T. S. JBSUP, 
Qua1·termaster General. 

Wllereas the advantages of steamboat landings are of vast importance 
to an agriculttual district, and particularly necessary to the citizens of 
this Territory residing near the head of the navigation of the Mississippi 
river; and whereas the military reservation of Fort Snelling in Iowa ter­
ritory has been so surveyed as to embrace the only convenient steamboat 
landing east of the Mississippi for 15 miles below the head of naviga­
tion, and also includes a valuable agriculhual district, much of which 
is under a good state of cultivation and occupied by au industrious and 
enterprising people, some of whom have made valuable improvements; 
and whereas it appears efforts are being made by the military of said 
fort to procure a section of the reserve as lately surveyed for speculative 
purposes, and without any regard to the good of the military service: 
Now be it 

Resol·ved by cmtncil and house of representatives of the ~territory of 1Vis­
consin, That our delegate in Congress be requested to protest against the 
extension of the military reserve of Fort Snelling to the Wisconsin side 
of the Mississippi. 

Resolved, That the goYernor be requested to forward one copy of the 
foregoing preamble and resolutions to the Secretary of vVar, and one 
copy to our delegate in Congress. 

BDW ARD V. WHFrON, 
Speaker of tlte House of Representat'it'es. 

JAMES COLLINS, 
President of the Cmtncil. 

Approved December lG, 1839. 
HBNRY DODGB . 

• 
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TERRITOR¥ Ol? '\VISCONSIN, EXECUTIVE DEPARTl\1EN1', 
llfac1ison, Decembe1· 17, 1839. 

SIR: In accordance with a resolution of the legislatiYe assembly, l 
have the honor to transmit the enclose(l copy of a preamble and resolu­
tion approved yesterday. 

Very rcRpectfully, your obedient sernmt, 

Hon. ,JoEL R. POINSETT, 
8fcrrtary of 1V-ar. 

[Memorandum.] 

HENRY DODGE. 

November 17, 1H37.-Major Plympton was ordered by department to 
work out the outlines of such a tract as he considered necessary for mili­
tary purposes at Fort Snelling. 

JJ[arch 26, 1838.-:M"ajor P. transmitted a map of such tract, embracing 
a considerable quantity of land on the east side of the 1\Iississippi riYer. 

July 28, 1838.-l\iaJor P. issued a notice that military jurisdiction had 
been assumed over the tract marked out, and forewarning all persons 
against erecting any building or fence, or cutting timber, or doing any­
thing else for private or individual interest.. 

July 29, 1839.-0ommissioner of General Land Office informed War 
Department that instructions had been given to surveyor general to 
reserve the tract from sale. At this time the land l1ad not been included 
in the public surveys, they not being extended so far north. The land 
on the west side of the river still belongs to the Sioux Indians; that on 
the east was acquired by the treaty with that tribe, which was ratified 
June 15, 1838, from which date it was binding. 

October 9, 1839.-Tlte order was issued directing the marshal of Wiscon­
sin to ~ject the intruders from the tract reserved on the east side of the 
Mississippi. (See copy of order herewith.) 

This order was given in consequence of letters fi·om l\iajor Pl;y1.npton, 
commanding the post of Fort Snelling, Inspector General \-Vool and 
Surgeon Emerson, representing that persons were settling on the 
reservation in defiance of the representations and efforts of the command­
ing officers, and establishing whiskey shops on the east side of the river, 
and contaminating both the soldiery and the Indians, and luging the 
necessity of keeping the land clear of all such intruders. 

In regard to the destruction of the buildings, the only information is 
contained in the report of the marshal of June 6, 1840, herewith. 

FOH/L' SNELLING, April 23, 1839. 
Su~: As a fi'iend to the soldier and temperance in the army, I am 

induced to make to you, as head of the department to which I have the 
honor of belonging, a statement of our situation at this post. Since the 
middle of winter we have been completely inundated with ardent spirits, 
and consequently the most beastly scenes of intoxication among the sol­
diers of this garrison and the Indians in its vicinity, which no doubt will 
add many cases to our sick-list. The whiskey is brought here by citizens 
who are pouring in upon us and settling themselves on the opposite 
shore of the Mississippi river, in defiance of OlU wortlty commanding 
officer, Major .T. Plympton, whose authority the~' set at naught. At this 
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moment there is a citizen named Brown, once a soldier in the 5th 
infantry, who was discharged at this post while Colonel Snelling com­
manded, and who has been since employed by the American Fur Com­
pany, actually building on the land marked out by the commanding officer 
as the reserye, and within gunshot distance of the fort, a very extensive 
whiskey shop. They are encouraged in their nefarious deeds in <·onse­
quence of letters received by them, as they say, {rom St. Louis and 
"\Vasbington, mentioning that no rrser,~e would be acknowledged by the 
proper authorit;r. If such is the fact, (which I doubt very much,) I can 
only say that the happiness of the officers and soldiers is at an end at 
Fort Snelling. In my humble opinion the immediate action of the gov­
ernment is called for, to give us relief in pointing out the military reserve, 
which ought not to be less than 2Q miles square, or to the mouth of the 
St. Croix river, especially as the Indians are allo-wed by treaty to hunt 
on it. I am certain if the honorable Secretary of \Y ar knew our situa­
tion, not a moment's time would be lost in tluning the 'vretches off of the 
reserve, who live by robbing the men of the garrison of health, comfort, 
and every cent they l)Ossess. Pardon me, sir, if I err in 'n'itiug so, but 
I feel grieved to ''itness such scenes of drunkenness and dissipation 
where I have spent many days of happiness, when we had no ardent 
spirits among us, and consequently sobriety and good conduct among 
the command. l\-Iay I presume to ask you to use your influence with the 
proper authority to mark out the reserve, and rid us of those harpies or 
whiskey sellers \Yho destroy the health of the soldiers, and consequently 
their usefulness to their government and com1try. 

\Vith great respect, I have the honor to remain your obedient t:~en-~mt, 
,J. Bl\IBRSON, 

Surgeon lrniter7 States A1·my. 
TIIO)IAS LAWSON, 

Surgeon General Unitecl States Army. 
The immediate action of the government is called for in this matter. 

B. 

)fAY ~5, 183U. 
Hespectfully referred to the honorable Secretar3T of War. 

B. KING 
.AcNn,r; Surgeon Geneml. 

[ Unofficial. J 

\V ASIIINGTO)l", ]11ebrll((ty 11, 183!). 
DEAR SrR: As yon haye now under consideration a proposition for a 

military reservation at :Fort Snelling, I again very respectfully submit 
the memorial of the inhabitants residing within the limits of the reserve, 
which I had the honor of laying before :yon prior to the Sjonx treaty of 
September, 1837, but was not then acted upon. 

The memorial speaks for itself, and I would not act as the representa­
tiye of the memorialists if I were not eonyince<l that their claims are 
founded on justice, and their improvements secured to them by a custom 
which has grown into common law in all cases of thiR character. Inde­
pendent of the legal right, however, I belieyc that humanity and good 
policy will secure to them a reasonable allowance for the improvements 
and privileges they are willing to abandon. The memorial iH signed by 
all the settlers on the west side of the l\Iississippi with the exception of 
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Benjamin F. Baker, who has also authorized me to make known the . 
terms to you upon which he will dispose of his improvements should the 
public interests require his removal from the reservation. He is largely 
engaged in the Indian trade, and has erected commodious dwelling and 
storehouses which may be valuable to the Indian department for agenc:r 
buildings. 

There are three Oi' four settlements on the east side of the :Mississippi 
river, but as it was not supposed that an attempt would be made to 
extend the reservation across the river, the settlers did not join in their 
memorial. Nor was it thought by any one that the line would cross the 
St. Peter's. There is land enough on the west sWe of (or between) these 
rivers, in the Indian country, to make a reservation of any extent, which 
will not be bounded by western settlers for a long time. 

You will perceive by an examination of the survey and plat before you 
that the line as rnn is both awkward and unnatural. It commences 
Rome distance above the Falls of St. Anthonv on the west side of the J\iis­
:sissippi, but instead of crossing immediately and traversing the country 
to strike the angle of the river below the fort, it runs along the west side 
about three miles below the falls, where it crosses the river, and thence 
strikes across the country to Carver's Cave, which is three miles below 
Fort Snelling by the cmu·se of the river. 

The land, embracing the Falls of St. Anthony, on the east side of the 
river, has, since its purchase by the United States, been improved by 
settlements so as to secure a pre-emption, and it is now held in posses­
sion by Doctor \Vright, Franklin Steele, and myself, (one half section,) 
and one section by Major Plympton, Captain Scott, and Doctor Emerson. 
·These settlements include the best positions immediately above the res­
ervation as surveyed. If the military reservation is mad~ to include 
Carver's CaYe, below Fort Snelling, it will embrace all the steamboat 
landings on the Mississippi riyer along a distance of twenty miles below 
the falls, as the country js broken and swampy nine miles below the cave, 
and hence no steamboat landing can be procured by settlers within a dis­
tance of twelYe miles below Fort Snelling, and the rapids produced by the 
falls will prevent boats ascending aboye the reservation line. The prop­
erty, therefore, in which I with others claim to have an interest, would be 
greatly enhanced in value by a militar;y reserve, which would place our 
elaim most contiguous to the fort. But I believe the military service can­
not be benefited by such a measure, and the adoption of it would pro­
duce unive:-sal dissatisfaction when the country comes into market, and 
·would now be a great mortification and inconvenience to visitors, who 
will crowd the Falls of St. Anthony during the summer months if houses 
for their accommodation can be erected in the vicinity of Fort Snelling. 
The bluffs of the river immediately opposite the fort are very high and 
difficult of ascent, and the eturent of the river strong and deep. They 
~tre exposed to the eye of the sentinel for more than a mile up and down 
the river, so that no soldier can cross and enter a house on the opposite 
side without detection. Whereas, if settlers are forced back into the 
interior, out of sight and beyond immediate investigation, they will be 
of an inferior class, and can, if so disposed, bring whiskey in kegs into 
the forest, within a short distance of the fort, with but little risk. 

Another reason is assigned for extending the military reserye to the 
east side of tbe river; that is, to secure a sufficient quantity of wood for 
the use of the garrison. I do not know how the department may here­
after determine to furnish the frontier posts with fuel; but without pre­
suming to prescribe a mode, I with due respect venture to givP as my 
opinion that the present mode is objectionable in a variety of r<'spects. 
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Your euliRteclmen on the northern frontier are now little more thau 
laborers. Nearly half their time is occupied in providing fuel and hay. 
Thus, I believe, they lose the pride of a soldier, and become discontented 
and inefficient. Besides, if it is necessary to keep up a large military 
force on our frontier to preserve peace, they should alwa;ys be in camp 
reaLly to do their duty, and I believe true economy would be advan~ed 
by this course, as difficulties are sometimes produced by sending fre ­
•Iueut fatigue parties into tbe Indian country. But if the troops are 
~till required to procure fuel, there will be no difficulty for a great many 
years to come in getting it on Indian or unoccupied publie land on the 
::\Iississippi and St. Peter's rivers. 

The same objection::;; exist to the extension of the reserve beyond tlH' 
St. Peter's river. In a year m· tvw, in all probability, the Indian title will 
be extinguished on that side of the river, so as to secure both sides of 
the Mississippi, and the citizens of Iowa territory will extend their set-· 
tlements to the rich valley of the St. Peter's. If, therefore, the line is , 
established as surveyed, it will take in all the boat landings near the 
junction of the St. Peter's and Mississippi, and the people of Iowa cau 
have no town or depot within from 10 to 15 miles distance, centred by 
this important point. 

I have taken the liberty of submitting to you these undigested remarks 
because I know that the extension of the military reserve for Fort Snel­
ling beyond the Mississippi and St. Peter's will give great dissatisfaction 
to the people who go to purchase land and settle in that country. I 
have heard but one opinion expressed concerning it from all who have 
\-risited that place since I have been there. The United States Commis­
sioners, Judge Pease and General Ewing, who were there last summer 
after the survey was made, expressed the same opinions here given. If 
a military force must be kept up at a heavy expense to preserve peaee 
between the Indians and our own citizen settlers, the latter should not 
be throwu out of sight and out of hearing of that protection, but, as is 
usual, the first settlers should be permitted to locate as near that protec­
tion as possible. As the line has been run by the survey now before 
you, with the Mississippi and a forest of several miles intervening, an 
Indian force can intercept all communication with the fort, am.l the 
inhabitants may be massacred before the military can be apprised of the 
attack. Whereas, if the settlements would border on the river they 
could furnish a shelter for those in the interior, and be covered by a six­
pounder fi·om the fort. A friencll3r intercourse and feeling would thus 
also be kept up between the military and civil power, which is a matter 
of the highest importance in times of Indian troubles. 

Any other matters concerning this reservation that may have been 
omitted I will explain if called upon to do so. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your fhend and obedim1t 
~ervant, 

S. 0. STAMBAUGH. 
lion. JoEL R. POINSETT, Secretary of lVar. 

HEADQUAl~TERS, ST. Lours, MISSOUIU, 
June 28, 1839. 

SIR: I ~wail myself of the first moment to repDrt my visit and inspec­
tion of the garrison of Fort Snelling on the 2d instant. The known 
industry and vigilance of Major Plympton is a guarantee that his troops 
and post were in as good order as the means in his power would permit. 
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My object, however, at this time is to call ymu· attention particularly to 
his peculiar situation in regard to the Indians and white inhabitants who 
are permitted to occupy the country surrounding llis post. The views of 
Major Plympton on this subject have been on several occasions presented 
to the War Department, and at length in his communication of the 11th 
March last, and which, from my own observatim1, I am confident are 
correct, and if not attended to in due season his predictions in relation 
to the Indians and whites will be verified. 

The white inhabitants, aware of the large amount of money annually 
paid by the United States to the Indians residing in that region of coun­
try, avail themselves of the means in their power, confident of the pro­
tection of the government, of introducing at all points, and within half a 
mile of Fort Snelling, intoxicating liquors, which is no less destructive 
to the discipline of the troops than hazardous of the peace and quiet of 
the cmmtry. Such is the character of the white inhabitants of that 
country, that if they cannot be permitted to carry on their nefarious traffic 
with the Indians, it will sooner or later involve them in a war with the 
United States. If the government woul<l avoid such a result, it should 
immediately adopt measures to drive off the public lands all white intru­
ders within 20 miles of' }'ort Snelling, and prohibit intoxicating liquors 
from being introduced into the Indian eonntry or on lands not sold by 
the United States. 

Again, it is well known that the Sioux and Chippewas have been at 
war from time immemorial, and no prospect of its termination or of peace 
being established between the two tribes. The introduction of whiske~y, 
which is as common almost as water, by no means tends to lessen their 
national hatre<1; on the contrary, it prompts collisions and war, and con­
sequently a so\n·cc of constant and increasing anxiety to the commanding 
officer, which no Yigilance can guard against. The sacrifice of "blood and 
treastu·e in the late war in Florida ought at least to admonish us that we 
ought to he on our guard, and by timely measures prevent similar results. 

On my return from Fort Snelling I inspected Fort Crawford, com­
manded by Brigadier General Brooke. It affords me great pleasure to 
be enabled to say that I found his garrison and post in all respects in 
high order. I can truly say I have inspected no post in my recent tour 
that will compare with it, either for arrangement, discipline, or police. 

In addition to the above I would call your attention to the necessity of 
enlarging the barracks of Fort Snelling. I found Major Plympton repair­
ing the quarters, which are contracted and only intended for the accom­
modation of companies 56 strong. The increased size of the infantry 
companies renders their enlargement indispensable, and which I recom­
mended to have commenced immediately. The estimated expense, 
agreeably to paragraph 16 of the inspector's department, I have this day 
forwarded to the quartermasters' department. 

I have the honor to be, y(•ry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. WOOL, 

· Bri,qailim· General United States Army. 
Major General 4-· McCoMB, 

General-in-chief United States Army. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, June 3, 1842. 
Sn~: I ha-ve the llonor to acknowledge the receipt of your commtulica­

tion of the 30th ultimo, on the subject of the military reservation at Fort 
Snelling, on the upper Mississippi, and the evictim) of the settlers there-
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from by the military, requesting information for the committee as to the 
extent of the reservation, and the time or times at which, and the author­
i(r under which, the same was ma<le; also, whether at the time of the 
passage of the pre-emption law of 1838 the lands iu question were su~ject 
to be settled upon by virtue of its provisions J? In reply, I herewith transmit copies of the following papert-J, which will 
afford all the information in this ofiice as to the extent of the reservation, 
the time of nutking it, and the authority under which it was made. . 

1. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to this office, bearing date 
the 15th July, 183H, ordering the reservation to be made. 

2. Letter from the Secretary of vVar to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
bearing date the 13th July, 1839, and its enclo::mres, a letter ·with a map, 
ti:·om Major Plympton, dated 2oth .March, 18:38, recommending the reser­
vation. 

3. Conunissioner's letter to the Secretary of vVar, bearing date the 39th 
.July, 1839, informing him of the action taken by this ofiice. 

4. Commissioner's letter to the Secretary of the Treasur:r, of the 8th 
October, 1839, in reply to the request of the actillg' Seeretary of War, 
relative to intruders. 

In reply to your question concerning the right of ill(li \'i<luals to settle 
the above lands, I have to state, that the fort being situate<l on the west 
side of the :Mississippi river, on lands to ·which the Indian title was not 
t>xtinguished, no rights of pre-emption attached thereto, and no formal 
reservation was made thereof, other than what 'vould be authorized by 
the President's general order of tlw 22d J\Iarch, 1838, (a copy of which is 
also herewith enclosed, marked N o.J.) 

The lands east of the l\fississippi were not liable to settlement under 
the act of the 22<1 June, 1838. 'rhat act required settlement for four 
months previom; to the 22d ~Tune, 1838, on public land, and specially pro­
vided that "the act should not be so construe<.l as to give a right of pre­
emption to any person or persons in consequence of any settlement or 
improvement made before the extinguishment of the Indian title to the 
land on which such settlement or hnprovement was made." 

The Indian title to the lands east of the Mississippi river was not extin­
guished until the 15th of J nne, 1838, just one week prior to the passage 
of the act of 22d J nne, 1838, and therefore the lands acquired b.r that 
treaty are excluded from the operation of that act. 

I deem it proper to mention that thiEl office had no action in the evic­
tion of the settlers from the reservation, that being a matter under the 
eontrol of the \Var Department. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN lVI. ~IOOl{E, 

Acting Commissioner. 
Hon. ,JAuon l\I. HowARD, 

Committee on Public Lands, House of Representalit~es. 
P. S.-A copy of this communication has this day been transmitted to 

the honorable Secretary of vVar. 

GENEl~AL LAND OFFICE, Jww 3, 1842; 
Srn, : For the information of the department, I have the honor to trans­

mit herewith a copy of my communication of this date to the Hon. J. M. 
Howard, of the Committee on Pnblic Lands in the Honse of Representa-
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tives, in reply to his inquiries concerning the military reser··nttion at Fort 
Snelling ou the upper lYiississippi, and the rights of im~ividnal settler~ 
thereon. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
.JOHN J\1. .1\IOOUB, 

Acting Commissioner. 
HOJI. J. c. SPENCER, • 

Secretary of 1Yar. 

LANDS AT FORT SNELLING. 

The first paper ia point of date which I find is a memorial of Graham 
and others, all the settlers not Indian traders, 16th August, 183'd, 
addressed to the President of the United States. The next is a letter 
from Major Plympton, commanding, addressed to Ac\jutant General 
Jones, awl dated 1Dth October, 1837; alludes to a letter of 11th ultimo, 
touching settlemeuts on land which, since the summer of 1819, he had 
supposed held for military purposes alone. I enclose a map made by 
Lieutenant Smith; by his order many of the buildiug·s marked on the 
map are stone and lime. Baker's settlement, at Cold '\Vater, is on land 
formerly eultivated by the military. Great difficulty from tho:::;e settle­
ments in obtaining fuel within the space supposed to be embraced in 
Pike's treaty; asks ad·Yice. I enclose also letter from Lieutenant Smitb, 
'"bich says that there are 82 white inhabitants in Baker's settlement, 25 
at Massey's landing, and 50 at Faribaults. 

The next is a letter from same to same, dated March 2G, 1838, enclosing· 
a map of the reservation, which he had prepared by Lieutenant B. K. 
Smith. ·This mai) embraces but part of the lands east of the JVIississippi, 
afterwards recommended to be retained. 

The next is a letter from same to same, 30th July, 1838, enclosing copy 
of notice, which he has published, forbidding further settlements. 

The next is a communication from Colonel Stambaugh to the Secretary 
of War, dated February 11, 1839, referring to the memorial addressed to 
the J?resident on the 16th August, 1837, (first above mentioned,) and iJ1 
which he, Stambaugh, urges many things in its fayor. 

The next is a long letter from l\1ajor Plympton, datedl\farch 11, 1839, 
to Adjutant General Jones, giving a history of the settlement ; detailing 
the evils resulting therefrom ; refers to the survey sent in his letter of 25th 
1\'Iarch, 1838; recommends an extension of the limits marked on the ma]l 
then sent, &c. 

The next is a report from Inspector General vVool to Generall\fcComb, 
~8th .June, 183!), corroborating the Yiews expressed by JVIajor Plymptou 
in his letter of 11th March, and urging many additional reasons. 

The next, a letter dated .April 23, 18,3!), from Assistaut Surgeon Emer­
son to Surgeon General, speaking of scenes of drunkenness from prox­
imity of whiskey settlers. Hopes the military reserye may be marked 
off and intruders expelled. Thinks that not less than 20 miles square is 
wanted, and that it ought to extend dmvn to the mouth of the St. Croix. 

Copy of letter from Secretary of vVar to Secretary of Treasluy, 13th 
July, 183!), transmitting Major Plympton's letter of 26th March, 1838, 
and the map, and requesting that that part ear·;t of the Mississippi marked 
by double red lines he reserved from sale. (This recommendation does 
not embrace one-fourth of the distance to the St. Croix.) 

Letter from Commissioner of General Land Office to the Secretary of 
War, 29th July, 1839, saying that he has given the instructions requested. 
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(On the envelope of these papers is a note made in War Office, "see 
letters to l\1:ajor Plympton and Marshall of vVisconsin, 21st October, 
1839.") 

Letter from Major Plympton to Adjutant General, 27th Novmi1ber, 1839, 
transmitting a further map by Lieutenant Thompson. (This map em­
braces more territory, both east and west of the l\Essissippi, than the 
former maps.) 

Further letter from same to same, December 4, 1839 ; refers to the map 
:-;ent the 27th ultimo, and which he . .finds is in accordance with require­
ment of section 7; says l\tir. Baker's buildings at Cold Water are of con­
Riderable value, all others at that point are log cabins; suggests that all 
power be taken from commanding officers to allow citizens to reside; 
suggests that Indian agency be removed outside the reservation, unless 
it be thought better to remunerate the Fur Company for their buildings 
and establish the agency there. 

Letter from Governor Dodge, of Wisconsin, to Secretary of War, 17th 
December, 1839, transmitting resolutions of legislative assembly protest­
ing against the reserve of Fort Snelling being extended to the Wisconsin 
side of the Mississippi. · 

Letter from Ron. J.D. Doty to Secretary of War, 12th January, 1840; 
refers to above and argues against the extension of the reserve into Wis­
consin. 

Letters from the Marshal of Wisconsin (E. James) to Secretary of War, 
18th February, 1840, acknowledging instructions of 21st October, 1839, 
to remove intruders. Has not yet received the request of commanding 
officer, but will attend to the duty whenever required. 

Letter from Ron. Isaac Parrish to Secretary of War, 21st January, 
1841, asking by what title government claims ground on which Fort 
Snelling stands, and wherein it differs from Faribault's claim. 

Cop~y of reply of Secretary, 22d January, 1841. Title from treaty with 
the Sioux Indians, 23d September, 1815. Mr. Faribault's claim is based 
npon convention held with Sioux by General Leavenworth, August 9, 
1820, which was not ratified. Beport to a report by him on Faribault's 
claim, 4th January, 1840. Document No. 82, House of H,epresentatives, 
first sesssion twenty-sixth Congress. 

Letter from Inspector General Croghan to Secretary of War, 14th 
April, 1841, describing the late l\tir. Baker's house at Fort Snelling; ad­
Yises the purchase of it for the Indian agency, but if no change should be 
deemed advisable by the Indian department, then to pass into the hands 
of the council of administration to be rented as a hotel, and thereby relieve 
the officers of the garrison from the heavy expem;es they have to incur 
from visitors. 

'rhis letter referred to this and the Indian department for a report 
thereon. 

vYAR DEPART~IENT, J ,uzy 137 1839. 
Sn~ : I have the honor to I;equei:'t that the Commissioner of the General 

Land Office may receive your instructions to withhold the sale of so much 
of the government land, lying on the east side of the Mississippi river 
in the vicinity of Fort Snelling, as is included within the double red lines 
marked on the accompanyi11g map, the same being required for military 
purposes at that post. 



SAL:E OF FORT SNELLING RESERVATION. 31 

I alt:;o transmit herewith for your perusal the letter of :l\Iajor l)lymp­
ton, dated Fort Snelling ~Wth l\larch, 1838, transmittin•g the map aboYe 
referred to. 

Hon. L. \Voonnui::.Y, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

GENERAL LAND OF!<'Hn£, 
July :w, 183D. 

81R: Ihaxe the honor to state, for the information of yotu· department, 
that in punmauce of an order from the Secretary of the Treasury of tlw 
15th im:;tant, and in accordance with the request contained in your com­
nlunication to him of the 13th instant, which was referred IYith its en­
closures to this office, I have this day communicated instruetions to tht> 
surveyor general at Dubuque, accompanied by a copy of the diagram 
transmitted with :Major Plympton's letter of the 28th of J.\tiarch last to 
the Adjutant General, to return so much of the government lands lying 
on the «?ast side of the river 1\iississippi, in the vicinity of Fort Snelling, 
as is included witLin the double red line ou the map, to be \Yithheld from 
sale and reserved for military 1nrrposes at that post. These lands being: 
situated a very considerable· distance north of the public surveys, and 
being not yet attached to any land district, the suryeyor general is tlH' 
only officer who can at present be instructed in reference to the reser­
Yation. 

According to ~Iajor Plympton's statement the line of demarcation 
does not appear to haye been actually Sluveyed. In order to prevent 
any disputes hereafter, I would respectfully recommend that his Hngges­
tion to have the lines nm and marked under the direction of the 'Var 
Department may be carried into effect, and a copy of the strrvey furnished 
to this office, for the information of the stn'veyor general, ·when the ad­
jacent public lands shall be surveyed. 

1\1ajor Plympton's letter and the map are herewith returned. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES \VIIITCOMB, Commi:s:sionu. 
Hon. JOEL R. POINSET1', 

Secretw·y of l~Tar. 

HEADQUARTERS FORT SNELLING, 
Not•ember 27, 18:{D. 

Sn~: I have t~ honor to transmit to you herewith a duplicate map 
of the survey of t11e military reservation at this post by Lieutenant Thomp­
Hon, agreeably to my order, which '\Yas in accordauce with the directimtR 
of the department. 

The red lines show the boundaries of the reseryation, and which are 
<'omfortable to the survey of Lieutenant Smith, '\Yith this slight difference, 
that in his survey the principal lines from river to rive1· were neee:.-;sarily 
(from the season and weather) left imaginary, which upon au actual 
~urvey will be found (to embrace the necessary woodlaud and to pref'ervr 
the eardinal points) to Cl'OSS the l\lississippi a little further dmvn than 
that imaginarily indicated on the map of Lieutenant Smith's ~tuvey. 

It wa:::; also thought important to follow these lines, that wlten tlH' 
eonntr,v should 1w sm'veyed, the military SUlTP;\' t.•ast of the .Missis­
sippi might hm·monizt' with that of the general Stll'W'Y of the country. 
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The limits of the reserYation as now marked embrace no more ground, 
I concehTe, than IS absolutely necessary to furnish the daily wants of 
this garrison, and could they be extended further into the country on 
the east side of the riYer it would no doubt add to the quiet of thiH 
command. 

So far as relates to the promptness and accuracy of this survey of 
Lieutenant Thompson, I feel myself competent to decide that it entitles 
him to much credit. As to the execution of the map I leave it with more 
competent judges to decide upon its merit, which I hope will arrive safe. 

Yery respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. PLYl\fPTON, 

Jl!ajor, United Stntes Army, Commanding Post. 
Brigadier General H .• T ONBS, 

Alljutant General -c. S. A., 1r-ashington, D. C. 

vVAsrnNGToN CITY, 
December 32, 1834-. 

Sn~ : In reply to your inquiry in regard to the reserve for military pur­
poses at Fort Snelling, I have thf' honor to state that the late General 
..Pike (then Lieutenant Pike) obtained a grant of a reserve fi'om the In­
dians by treaty concluded at or near the mouth of St. Peter's or l\finne­
Rota river on the 23d of September, 180.3, extending fron1.. below thr 
junction of that river with the :Mississippi to and including the Falls of 
St. Anthony, and nine mileR on each side of the l\1ississippi river. (See 
paper A.) 

On the Indian title to the whole country around Fort Snelling being; 
f'xtiuguished, a reserve 'vas made, but the extent of it is not known at 
this office; the limits, however, are designated on a map sent to the Ad­
jutant General's office by :Major Plympton ou the 27th of November, 
1820, and he states that the said reserve was made in accordance "Tith 
the directions of the department. 

1'he reduction was made under an act of Congrf'ss of the 2Gth of 
August, 1852, -which defined the new boundary; the quantity of land 
with the boundary not kno"'n. 

It is not known to -what extent settlements have been made, though it 
is known that trespassers are on the laud. I know of but one 1wrson 
'vho had authority to go upon the laud, (1\'Ir. Smith, formerly a member 
of Congress from Illinois;) he ·was allowed the temporary use of the pub­
lic buildings and mill at the Falls of St. Anthony, but with the distinct 
understanding tbat l1e was to surrender possession when required. 

I submit the letter of :Major (or Colonel) Plympton and I have the 
honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

THOS. S. JESUP, 
()u(trtermaster General. 

.JEFFERSON DAVIR1 

Secretary of TVar, 1rashington, D. C. 

HEADQUAl~TERS Foi:,T SNELLING, 
December 4, 1839. 

SIR: I enclosed to you on the 27th ultimo a map of the survey of the 
reservation for military purposes at this post, which I find jby the re­
ceipt of instructions received last night fron the honorable S~cretary of 
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War) to be in accordance with the requisition of the department. In my 
letter of advice of the 27th ultimo, I remarked that, to save trouble in a 
future survey of the country, the lines of demarcation on the east side 
of the ~Mississippi to embrace the land required were controlled by the 
cardinal points. 

It having been decided by the government that the country (in this 
vicinity) west of the :Mississippi was Indian, or yet held by Indian ten­
ure, it was thought advisable to be governed in the survey only by the 
wants of the garrison, and not to go beyond the spirit and meaning of 
Pike treaty of 1805 . 

.Allow me further to remark, that the buildings at Camp Cold Water, 
of !Ir. Baker's, are of considerable value; all others at that point may be 
considered of little value, and arc temporary log cabins, generally in a 
state of rapid decay. I would suggest tllat no discretionary power within 
the reservation, in permitting citizens to reside upon it, l>e vested in the 
commanding officer. The wants of the military in the range of country at 
all the frontier posts are limited, yet the pnl)lic interests should be ar­
bitrarily marked by the government touching the commanding officer's 

• powers and citizen intruders. 
And, sir, allow me also to suggest the propriety of removing the In­

dhtn agency without the military reserved line; I think it will be better 
for the agent, military, and Indian, unless it may be deemed by .the gov­
ernment advisable to remunerate the fur company for their buildings on 
the west side of the :Mississippi and St. Peter's rivers, and for the time 
being establish the agency at that place; this would separate the Indian 
concerns from the military by the ~t. Peter's river and clear the reserva­
tion of individual interest. The fur company's establishment, being in 
good hands to-day, does uot control the changes that will take place, 
hence we cannot tell what to-morrow \Yill bring forth. 

If individuals are permitted to own houses on the reservation, they, 
no doubt, will presume upon the right to rent them to suit their interest, 
hence, the public interest will suffer in fhel, &c., and military quiet. 

l have the honor to be, very respectfnlly, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. PLYMPTON, 

Majm· U. S. A., Commanding Post. 
Brigadier General R. J -ONES, 

A djut(tnt Oene)·al U. S. A., Washington, D. C. 

Extract of a letter addressed to 11Iajor J. Plympton, CO'tnmanding Fort 
Snelling, 'upper Mississ·ippi, dated 1vm· Department, October 17, 1840. 

"With respect to the buildings erected at Camp Cold Water by B. P. 
Baker, deceased, if they were put up at his own expense, and there was 
no stipulation entered into that at his death, or in case of his abandon­
ment of them, they were to revert to the government as its property, his 
legal representatives may be permitted to remove them and approvriate 
the materials to themselves; or if they can be made useful to the gov­
ernment you will ascertain the terms upon which they can be purchased 
and report them to the department, in order that, it thought advisable, 
an appropriation for that purpose may be asked of Congre~s." 

B. Ex. Doc. 9--3 
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Extract of a lettc1· add1·cs&crl to the lYw· Department by J. PlymlJfon, ({(!ted 
Fort Snelling, Dcccmbc1· 7, 1840. 

"\Yith respect to the buildings erected by B. I~'. Baker, dccea.sr(l, at 
Old Camp Cold 'Vater, I lmvo to report that, from all the information I 
have been able to obtain, I am convinced tllat he entered into no stipu­
lation witll tho govcrnmeut, through its officers, but built tlwm upon a 
supposed or assumed right which a licence to trade ·with certain Intlia.llS 
delegated to him. Under all tho circumstances, it appears to lmve been 
an extravagant range of imagination that should have induced him to 
erect a large stone dwelling house at this place. I am not able to report 
to the department auy possible use it can be to this post; on the con­
trary, in a military point of view, I do think tho post wonld be improved 
by clearing tho ground of tho buildings; but, ratller than individuals 
should hold au interest in them, I ·would recommend that au indemnity 
be made by the government.'' 

.AN AC r to reduce nnu definn the boundaries of the military reserve !Lt the St. Poter'!l river, 
iu tho Territory of MinnE>sota. · 

Be it enacted by the Senate mul House of Representatives of the Unitea 
~~tates of Anw}·ica in Congress assembled, That tho Secretary of War be, 
and he is hcrcb,y, required to cause the lines of the present military 
reserve at Fort Snelling, in the Territory of :Minnesota, to be so COJl­

tractcd as to embrace t.he following boundaries, to wit: Beginning at 
the middle of the channel of the Mississippi river below Pike's island; 
thence ascending along tho channel of said rh-er in such a direction a~; 
to include all tho islands of the river to tho mouth of Brown's creek; 
thence up said creek to Rico lake; thence through the middle of Rice 
lake to the outlet of Lake Amelia; thence through said outlet and mid­
dle of Lake Amelia to the outlet of :Mother lake; thence through sahl 
outlot and the middle of Mother lake to tho outlet of Duck lake; thence 
through said outlet and the middle of Duck lake to tho southern extremity 
of Duck lake; thence in a line due south to tho middle of the channel of 
the St. Peter's river; thence down said river so as to include all the 
islands to the middle of the channel of the J\fjssissippi river, reserving 
further, for military 1nrrposes, a quart-er section on tllo right bank of the 
St. Peter's river, at the present ferry, and also a quarter section on the 
left bank of the 1\Iississippi river, at the present ferry across that stream. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That tho Commissioner of the Gen­
eral Lan(l Office be, and he is hereby, required to cause to be surveyed~ 
as soon as practicable, so much of the lands heretofore iuclnded in the 
military rcserYc aforeRaid, but without the limits of the said military 
reserve aforesaid, as defined by this act, as have not a.Jready been sm·­
Yeyed, aud to can:-;e the same, tDgethor with sueh of said lauds as have 
been so :.:;un·eyed, with the exceptions hereinafter set forth, to be sold at 
publie sale, under the direction of the I>resident of the Uititcd States. 

SEf'. ~3. Ancl be it fu1·t1Let· enacted, ':rlwt the land on which the establish­
ment of tlle fnr company is situated, known as J\Iendota, with the settle­
ments immediately around the same, not exceeding three hundred and 
t\venty acres, be, and the same is hereby, reserved ii·om sale during the 
term of one year after the lands surroun.ding the same shall be oficrcd 
for sale; and the proper authorities are hereby authorized, at a11,y time 
during said year, to enter the same for a tmrn site, agreeauly to and in 
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accordance with tho terms aJHl conditions of "An act for the relief of 
the citizens of towns upon the lands of tbe United States under certain 
circumstances," appro\·ed May twenty-third, eighteen hundred and forty­
four. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtltm· enacted, That the lands compris('d within the 
limits of said reserve l>e, and the same are hereby, annexed to and made 
a part of tbe Chippewa land district, in said Territory of 1\IinneHota. 

Approved August 2G, 1852. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, JJlarch 1 G, 1854. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of your communi­

cation of the 13th instant, directing the reservation of lots Nos. I, 2, 3, 
n.nd 4, in section 28, township 28 north, range 23 west of the 4th prin­
cipal meridian west of the Mississippi river, near Fort Snelling, Minne­
sota Territory. for the ferry at that post, and cancelling the sun·ey here­
tofore made for the purpo::;e at that point under the direction of the 
·department. 

I herewith transmit, for the information of the department, a copy of 
the map of section 28, showing by the blue shades the lots reser-ved as 
above, and have to state that the necessary instructions have this day 
been issued to the surveyor general at Dubuque and the land officers at 
Stillwater to protect the lands from sale or entry. 

I am, very respectfully, ;your obedient servant, 
JOHN WII.JSON, Commissioner. 

Hon. J. DAVIS, &~--retary of War. 

W .A.SHlNGTON, January 12, 1840. 
SIR: The legislative assembly of Wisconsin has, by a reoolution, 

approved by the governor on the 16th of December, 1839, requested me 
to protest against the extension of the military reservation of Fort Snel­
ling to the Wisconsin side of the Mississippi rh'er, with which I have 
now the honor to comply. 

A question of some importance will arise if the reservation is made, 
which I beg leave to state: The United States may reserve any portion 
of its lands from sale, but can it extend a military jurisdiction over so 
large a tract of country as is embraced in the limits of this refo:iervation 
by the simple declaration that it is necessary for military purposes~ 

A Territory is a State under a temporary form of governme11t. It 
may be doubtful with some whet.her Congress may exercise exclusive 
juriscliction over this reservation, the purchase having been made with­
out the consent of the legislature of that State. Against the exercise of 
that jurisdiction the leg·islative power of tl1at State now protests. 

'rhe Fmbdivisions of t.he Territory northwest of the Ohio are denomi­
nated States in the ordinance of 1787. And in the third section it is 
ordained that "the laws to be adopted or made (by the legislature) shaU 
have force in ldl parts of the district." It also requires the governor "to. 
ln.y out the parts of the district, in whieh the Indian titles shall have been 
extinguished, into counties and townships.'' An f'xclusive military juris­
diction would be incompatible with, the exercise of this power by tho 
territorinl government. 
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I am advised that a copy of the resolution of the asseJnbly of Wiscon­
sin has been forwarded to the War Department, and 1 beg leave to refer 
to the reasons therein stated. 

I have the honor to be, sir, \Yith great respect, your obedient servant, 
J.D. DOTY. 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, Secretat·y of Wctr. 

J\1:INERAL POINT, WISCONSIN TERRITORY, 
February 18, 1840. 

SIR: By the evening's mail I have received your instructions of Octo­
ber 21, 1839, relative to the removal of intruders at Fort Snelling. The 
delay of their receipt has, doubtless, been occasioned by their being· 
directed to Peru, which is in Iowa Territory. 

I have not as yet received any request from the commanding officer of 
that fort, but shall promptly attend to the duty whenever required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient Sei'Yan t, 
EDWARD JAMES, 

Mat·shal of Wisconsin. 
'Hon. J. H. POINSETT. 

HousE oF REPI~ESENTATIVEs, 
Febr1.wry 15, 1849. 

DEAR SIR: I wish to lease for five years the government house, and 
old grist and saw mill, on the west Ride of the l\1issiRsippi ri \~er, opposite 
the falls of St. Anthony. I shall move into the Territory of Minnesota 
after the adjournment of Congress, and I wish to procure this house for 
my family to live in, and to fix up the old grist mill to grind corn and 
other grain, there being no grist mill now in that region of the country. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT SMITH. 

Col. Wl\I. MEDILL, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

[Endorsement on above.] 

OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
February 22, 1849·. 

Hon. Robert Smith, House Representatives, February H>, 1849. Wishes 
to lease the government bouse and mill opposite falls of St. Anthony, &c. 

Respectfully referred to the Quartermaster General, and Hon. Mr. 
Smith so informed. 

W.MEDILL. 

Book 30, c. 453. Received February 20,1849; acknowledged February 
22, 1849. 

The Secretary of War consents that the Ron. Mr. Smith may be allowed 
to occupy the building and tile mill on such terms as the commanding 
officer at Ji1ort Snelling shall think right; Mr. Smith to hold the property 
as the tenant of the public, and unuer the obligation to return it to the 
quartermaster or commanding officer, should it be required for military 
purposes, at the end of one or more years, as the commanding officer may 
-decide. 

T. S.J. 
MARCH 3, 1819. 
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FOR'!' SNELLING, l\fiNNESOTA TERRITORY, 
April 12, 1849. 

GENERAL: Your letter of March 3, 1849, in relation to the occupancy 
.of the house and mills, opposite or on the west side of the fhlls of St. 
Anthony, was received by the last mail. 

I have never been to these mills, (having come here late in the fall,) but 
am told the mill site is an admirable one. The public has erected there 
one dwelling house, a corn mill, 'vith one pair of burrs, which I suppose 
capable of making good flour, and a s~tw mill, this not in a running con­
dition. The dwelling house requires many repairs. 

The corn mill is used for the purpose of cracking corn, or coarsely 
grinding it, for cattle. This is indispensably necessary for cattle in the 
fall, spring, and winter, at least six months in the year. Cattle are 
delivered here by contract early in the faU, for the supply of the troops 
with fresh beef; to these, the oxen at work at the post, horses and mules, 
the mill furnishes ground stuff' for food. 

When 1\Ir. Smith arrives here I will turn oyer to him the mills, to be 
held until further instructed from vVashington, with the condition that 
he is to grind for the post such quantities of grain as will be required 
for the purposes above mentioned. 

I think this post is destined to be one of much importance to the 
United States as a depot, &c., in which event it might be desirable to 
have this mill. as the winters are so terribly severe, and stock require 
their food to be thus prepared. · 

Giving such holds upon the reserve are sometimes ditncult in the 
undoing, and, as I do not expect to be in command here long, I would 
prefer not entering into the arrangement without definite instructions 
:ITom Washington. 

I would suggest that Mr. Smith be required to pay a reasonable per­
centage upon the appraised value of the improvements made there by 
the United States, besides the condition mentioned above that I will 
require of him: to hold it, suQject to a new agreement at the end of each 
,year with the commanding officer, and when it is surrendered by him to 
be in as good a condition as it now is, his repairs, &c., reverting to the 
United States. 

With due respect to l\ir. Smith, I doubt much if his aim, in wishing to 
:settle there, is not in the expectation that the reserve will be taken off. 

Hespectfhlly, your obedient and humble sen~ant, 

General T. S. JESUP, 

S. "\VOODS, 
Brevet Jl[ajor Commanding J!'m·t Snelling. 

Qucwtermaster General, Washington City. 

QUAR'l'ERMASTER GIDNEI~AL'S OFFICE, 
JJiarch 3, 1849. 

Sm,: 'rhe Secretary of "\Var consents that the Ron. Robert Smith be 
allowe{l to occupy the ht1ildings and the mill on the west side of the 
MissiHsippi river, opposite the falls of St. Anthony, on such terms as you 
may think right; l\Ir. Smith to hold the property as the tenant of the 
public, and render the obligation to return it to the commanding officer 
or quartermaster, should it be required for military purposes, at the end 
.of om' or more years, as the com man ding officer may decide. 

THOS. S. JESOP, Qua-;·te'rmaster General. 
Captain S. W oons, 

Commanding at Fort Snellring, Iowa. 
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ALTON, September 1G, 1849. 
SIR: In nfarch last, before leaving Washington, I obtained, through 

the Quartermaster General, General Jesup, permission to occupy the old 
government house, and to repair and put into operation the old mills. 
built by the government on the west bauk of the :Mississippi river, at the 
falls of St. Anthony, Brevet l\Ia,jor ""\Vood, tllen commanding at Fort. 
SneJling, to fix the rent which I was to pay for the same. Major Wood' 
put me in possession of the property in J\tlay last, and fixed my rent. I 
did not deem it necessary to request any written permission to cultivate 
ground around and ncar the mill, as in my talk with Major vVood I under-­
stood him as encouraging me to put into cultivation a large farm, and I 
made my arrangcmentR to do so, and when I returned in July with my 
team and implements of husbandry, Colonel Loomis, then in command 
at the fort, thought that as my lease did not say anything about ground 
or farming, he could not allow me to use any more than ground 
enough for a garden unless I procured special permission fi·om the depart­
ment at Washington. I have delayed writing, thinking that I would 
visit Washington this month, and jutending to make my application in 
person, but circumstances prevent my going, and I would now solicit. 
permis~ion to make a farm adjoining the mill. ~'he mills and house were· 
in a dilapidated condition, and would soon ha,vc fallen down. There was. 
no mill for grinding corn or wheat ju the region of the falls or the fort. 
I am repairing the mills and the house at considerable expense, and, 
in order to carry them on at all profitably, I must have ground to· 
raise something to live upon. I cannot cross the river and back with 
my team without paying one dollar. Provisions are dear and scarce,, 
while there are tens of thousands of acres of excellent lanu, with no on& 
within six or seven miles (on the same side of the river) cultivating an 
acre. 

I am now buying corn and provisions to carry up the river, when, if" 
permitted, I could raise enough for myself, and supply the fort with many 
things at much less price than they are nm.Y obliged to pl\,y. · 

I shall at all times comply strictly with the army rules and regulations,. 
and do all in my power to promote the interests of the government, and. 
I cannot but believe that it will be decidedly for the interests of the. 
government to permit me to make a farm adjoining the mill. 

Not having the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with you, I would, 
beg leave to refer you to the Hon. Jacob Collamer, or to any of the mem­
bers from Georgia in either the 28th, 29th, or 30th Congress. 

I shall remain here until the middle of October, and wish you to send 
an answer to this letter here. · 

I have the honor to be, very re1-3pectfully, your obedient servant,. 

Ron. G. W. CRAWFORD, 
Secretary of TVar. 

ROBERT SMITH. 

[Endorsement on the above letter.] 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. I would not advise 
any permission to clear and cultivate land on the military reserve, but. 
upon the conditiou that the land thus cleared shall be given up when 
required for military purposes, and even with that restriction I would 
advise that the matter be referred to the commanding officer at Fort 
Snelling. 

OCTOBER 4, 1849. 

THOS. S. JESUP, 
Qua:rterrnaster General. 
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v-v AR DEP A.R'l'nfEN'l', October lD, 1849. 
The commandin-g officer at Fort Snelling may arrange with :Mr. Smith 

for the use, determinable at the pleasure of the department, of _a portion 
of the military reserve, the rent of which will be accounted t() • to tho 
treasury through the quartermasters' department. 

G. "\V. OHA\VFOHD, 
/3em·etm·y .of -war. 

QUA.RTERi\<fA.S'l'ER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
October 20, 18-iU. 

CoLO~EL: l\Ir. Robert Smith having applied to the Secretary of 'Var 
for permission to cultivate a portion of the public land near the old mill, 
which has been leased by him, the Secretary has, on my recommendation 
that the matter be referred to the commanding officer at Fort Snelling, 
decided that " the commanding officer at Fort Snelling may arrange with 
}fr. Smith for the use, determinable at the pleasure of the department, 
of a portion of the military reserve, the rent of which will be aceounted 
for to the treasury through the quartermasters' department." Should 
yoa thiuk proper to grant .1\fr. Smith the privilege he asks for, on the 
payment of any rent, I ·wish you would direct the acting assist~mt quar­
termaster at the post to receive and account for the amount as directed 
by the Secretary of War. 

Lieut. Colonel G. Loo~rts, 

THOS. S. JESUP, 
Quartermaster (} e,nera 1. 

Oommandin.rJ Fort 8neUin;, JJBnncsotn rTcrritory. 
No report received in reply. 

WASHINGTON, Febr,uary 7, 1853. 
Sn~ : In 1\iPay, 18,19, I became the tenant of the government, and took 

possession of an old house and mill, on the west border of the Mississippi 
river at the fhlls of St. Anthony, it then being a "military reserve," 
pursuant to instructions from your department to Captain S. Wood, coin­
mancling at Fort Snelling, bearing date March 3, 18M). At the last session 
Congress passed a law reducing the reserYe, and directing the Commis­
sioner of the General Land Office to have the same surveyed and sold. 
The house and mill occupied by me, by virtue of your letter of JVIarcl1 
3, 184D, to Captain \Yood, is on that portion from which the reserve has 
been removed. 

I therefore wish to purchase the buildings belonging to your depart­
ment. I applieu to Colonel Lee in September last to purchase them, but 
he said he had no authority to act in the matter, but would write you on 
the subject. Having heard nothing from him, I have thought it best to 
address you in relation to the matter. I am willing to pa~.Y the full value 
of the buildings belonging to the government, and will be willing that 
the quartermaster in charge at Fort Snelling may value the property. 

WHl :you please give me answer to this at ymu earliest convenienec. 
I haYe the honor to be, your obedient senTant, 

HOBERT 8::\IITH. 
General '1\ S. JESUP, 

(jJuarterm.aster General Unitetl 8tcttcs Arm,y. 
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HALL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 5, 1851. 

SIR : Enclosed I send you a printed copy of a bill, which has passed 
the Senate and is now before the House of Representatives for action, 
which concerns your department, and there is nothing before Olll' com­
mittee showing; any knowledge of the department about this mo,~ement. 
Under these circumstances I desire to knmv whether it is the wish of 
the department to han~ the militarJ:r reserve of Fort Snelling curtailed; 
and if so, whether in the manner prescribed in the first section of their 
bill. SecmH.liy, whether there are any persons in possession of the pub­
lic property seeking pre-emption under this bill of the military tract by 
leave or permission of the department, as seems to be contemplated by 
the fifth section; together "\vith all information in possession of the de­
partment relati,-c to thi:-~ application, with the opinion of the department 
on the subject. 

I would like also to haYe a copy (rough) of the plat of tho military 
1'eserYe. 

Please answer this at your earliest convenience. 
Yours, · 

Ron. C. M. CoNRAD, 
SccretarJf of lVar. 

JAS. B. BO\VLIN, 
Chairman Cmmnitt.ee on Public Lands. 

W Al~ DEP ARTl\'IEN'l', 
Washington, February G, 1851. 

SIR: In accordance "'IYith the request contained in your letter of the 
5th instant, relative to the sale of a portion of the military reserve at 
Fort Snelling, as contemplated by a Senate bill now pending before the 
House of Representatives, I have the honor to enclose to you copies of 
all such papers as are of record in this department, as will put you in 
possession of the action heretofore taken by the department in this matter. 

You will also find enclosed copies of a letter which I yesterday ad­
dressed to the Ron. M. Sibley upon the same subject, together with a 
map of tlw military reserTe at Fort Snelling. 

With great respect, yolu' obedient seryaut, 

Hon. ;J. n. BO,VLIN, 

C. ~I. CONRAD, 
Secrefa'ry of War. 

Cltah·'nurn Committee Publ,ic Lands, 
1-Iouse of Rep1·esentatives. 

HEADQUARTERS :E'Ol~'l' SNELLING, 
JJ[innesota Territory, A'ltgust 20, 1851. 

The agent of the Sioux stationed at St. Peter's has informed me that 
an extensive movement is on foot amongst the people of the Territory to 
build pre-emption cabins and establish claims on the Indian lauds west 
of the ~fississippi river. These lands have just been yielded by the 
Sioux iu the treaty just concluded with them by the commissioners ; but 
the treaty has not been laid before the Senate for ratification. 

I report this information received from the Indian agent, in order that 
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I may receive the instructions of the commander of the· departmeht 
relative to the course 1 am to pursue if called on by the Indian depart­
ment to remove these trespassers from the Indian lands. I would think 
it unnecessary to refer the matter at all, ·were it not that in a not dis­
similar case, that of the Menomonees in vVisconsin, the government 
declined to take any action, while at the same time they acknowledged 
it a case of some importance. I await the order of the department com­
mander for my guidance. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS LEE, 

Lieutenant Colonel 6th Infantry, 
Brm.jet Colonel U. S. Army, Cmmnanding Post. 

Captain IRVIN l\fcDowELL, 
A. A. G., Sixth Department, Je.fferson Barrcwks, JJio. 

A correct copy : 
S. B. BUCKNER, 

Second ]jieut. 6th Infantry, Brevet Captain, Post Adjuta.nt. 

HEADQUARTERS FORT SNELLING, 
Minnesota Territory, August 23, 1851. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose for the information of the War De­
partment a copy of a communication which I addressed, on the 20th 
instant, to the assistant adjutant general of the sixth military depart­
ment, on the subject of a contemplated movement on the part of a large 
number of the citizens of the Territory, for the purpose of making claims 
on the lands recently ceded by treaty, but still occupied by the Sioux 
Nation of Indians. Since the date of that communication I have noticed 
such indications of the extent of the contemplated movement as to have 
impressed me with the belief that it is my duty to report the matter 
directly to the headquarters · of the army for the information of the Sec­
retary of vVar. On the 21st instant there appeared in the Minnesota 
Pioneer a notice in the following words, signed by some of the most 
prominent men in the Territory: 

TERRITORIAL CLAIM ASSOCIA.TION.-The male resident citizens of 
legal age of this Territory are requested to meet in their respective pre­
cincts at the last place of holding elections, on the first day of Septem­
ber next, to appoint delegates equal in number to twice their representa­
tion in the legislature, to meet in con ' rention in St. Paul on the lOth day 
of September next, for the purpose of forming a territorial claim associa­
tion, to regulate claims to be made ·upon the lands lately treated for by 
the United States with the Sioux Indians. 

Signed by R. Kennedy, L. A. Babcock, H. l\1. Rice, T . .A. Holmes, J. 
C. Ramsey, James Beattie, C. ,V, Borup, Lott Moffett, A. L. Larpen­
teur, Alex. Wilkin, 1\I. S. Wilkinson, G. W. Farrington, B. W. Brunson, 
W. B. Dodd, J. vV. Bass, D. A. J. Baker. 

I am ignorant of the preci'3e object of this association, but it seems to 
be of so extensive a nature, and to have such direct reference to lands-~ 
which are still Indian territory and over which the laws of the general 
government alone have force, that I have thought it necessary to report 
the matter at once to the department, in order that it may take such 
measures as the case may require. The agent of the Sioux resident at 
St. Peter's has informed me that many persons are already making o11t 
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, claims on tlw Indian lands. I respectfully request the instructions of 
the department with regard to my action, with the force at my disposal, 
if I am called upon by the Indian agent to remove these trespassers from 
the Sioux territory. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, ymu· obedient servant, 
FRANCIS LEE, 

Lieutenant Colonel Gth Infantry, 
Brevet Colonel U. S. A., Cmnnwnding Po8t. 

Brevet Major General R. JONES, 
Adjutant General U. B. A., 1Va.shington, D. C. 

[Endorsement.] 

.ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, September 51 1851. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

L. THOI'riAS, 
Assist;a;nt .Adjut(tnt General. 

Copy furnished to the Department of the Interior. 

SEPl'E]ffiER 10, 1851. 
JOHN POTTS. 

HEA.DQU ARTEllS· FORT SNELLING, 
.~fimwsota :Territory, .August 21, 1851. 

Sll(,: Considering the efforts which have been made during the t\VO ses­
sions of the last Congress, to reduce, within very narrow limits, the military 
reservation attached to this post, I consider it not improper m me, as 
the commander of the troops at Fort Snelling, to represent to the Depart­
ment of War, through the commander of the army, my views on the 
subject of this reduction. I think it the more necessary that the depart­
ment should be fully informed on this subject, as another attempt will 
doubtless be ma(le during the approaching session of Congress to pro­
cure action on a bill to this effect. 

The treaty concluded in 1805, between I1ieutcnant Z. l\I. Pike and the 
Sioux of the Mississippi, yielded to the United States a tract of land 
" from below the confluence of the :Mississippi and St. J:>eter's rivers, up 
the Mississippi to include the Falls of St. Anthony, extending nine mil€8 
on each side of the river." From the survey of the reserve made in 1839, 
under the direction of Major Pl,ympton, in pursuance of orders received 
from..-the War Department and a copy of whieh " survey" was forwarded 
to the vVar Office, it will be seen that the line of the reserve begins above 
the Falls of St. Anthony, and passes in a southwesterly direction through 
a chain of lakes, distance of some five miles; then ttuning in a south­
eastern direction and keeping a general distance of about six miles from 
the fort, crosses the St. Peter's river; thence it pursues an eastern direc­
tion little more than a mile; and from that point follows in a broken line 
in a northeastern direction the conr.se of the St. Peter's and :Mississippi 
rivers and about a mile distance from them; until, turning in a northern 
direction, it meets the latter river just opposite the present town of St. 
Paul. That portion of the reserve on the left bank of the Mississippi is 
·included in the great bend of that river opposite this fort, and is bounded 
on the north by au irregular broken line. That portion of the reserve 
oontains an area of perhaps four or five square miles. 'rho area of the 
entire reserve is probably not less than 40 square miles. 
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A larger reserve than that actually surveyed seems to have been con­
templated in. the conference held with the Sioux by Lieutenant, after­
wards General Z. M. Pike. At that early time, when this point was so 
remote from any white settlement-and even upon the establishment of 
the post in 1819, a very large reserve was necessary. It was essential in 
a military point of view, for a small number of troops, isolated in the 
Indian country, to haye the exclusive control of a large territory in their 
vicinity, in or<ler to prevent any permanent collection of a large body of 
Indians, who might at any time become hostile, within striking- distance 
of the fort. By restricting the limits of the reserve under such circum­
stances, the facilities for surprise would be much increased. For many 
years after the establishment of the post, the country for a great distance 
to the south remained almost in a wilderness condition; and it is only 
within a few years past that any settlements of importance have been 
made thus high up the Mississippi river. 

The necessity for a large reserve has therefore continued until the 
present time; but that portion of it on the east bank has already been 
reduced in limits. But within the past three years the population, though 
still not numerous, bas increas~d in a surprisingly rapid ratio, and some 
of the chief reasons for maintaining a large reserve no longer exist. It 
has ceased to furnish, in a great measure, the wood which is used at the 
·post. The Indian country around it has just been yielded by treaty to 
the United Statesl and our frontier will soon be extended to the west. In 
a comparatively short time the tide of emigration \Vill have rolled past 
and left it an isolated tract in the midst of civilization; a country of 
wild prairie unimproved by the hand of agriculture. The soil on many 
portions of the reserve is of a most excellent description, and calculated to 
tempt the eye of the industrious farmer as well as of the speculator. The 
land is situated near points of commercial importance, and as the coun­
try grows in population must continue to increase in value. The knowl­
edge of this fact ·has indueed the strenuous efforts which have been made 
to reduce the area of the reserve, and which will continue to be made 
until the object sought to be attained shall be wholly or partially success­
ful. It appears to me, that while it is yery natura] that many efforts 
should be made to indtlce the government to relinquish, for purposes o.f 
agriculture, a portion of its territory which ofi'ers such fair promise to 
the holder, the interests of the government itself should not be lost sight 
of by those who may be desirous of acquiring these lands. As an officer 
of the general government, I think this would be done, in a reduction of 
the limits to the bounds prescribed in the bill which was discussed before 
the last Congress. 'rhat bill contemplated a reduction of the reserve to 
one square mile, included in the angle between the Mississippi and St. 
Peter's rivers above the island known as Pike's island. The line of the 
reserve would have been little more than half a mile from some of the 
buildings of the post, and would not have been more than about two-thirds 
of a mile from the centre of the parade, the fort being situated about a 
third of a mile fi·om the junction of the St. Peter's with the J\fississippi 
river. The line would have run very near the post gardens, and might 
possibly have cut off a small portion of the government farm at the post. 
It would certainly have prevented the possibility of materially enlarging­
it. It would have thrown beyond the limits of the reserve almost every 
foot of meadow land; and would not only have prevented the possibility of 
making an ounce of hay, but would also have taken away, in a great 
measure, the pastlu·age essential to the public horses and cattle in use at 
the post. It would have restricted the boundaries of the reserve in such 
a degree as to have exposed the en1isted men of the command to every 



44 SALE OP :FORT SNBLLING RESgRVATlON. 

species of temptation from those who have already shown too ready a 
disposition to interfere with the discipline of the garrison. It would 
have yielded into private hands the opposite bank of the St. Peter's and 
Mississippi rivers; thus depriving the post of half the advantages of its 
positio11. It would have gi von up the whole of Pike's island, lwlow which 
is the actual junction of the two rivers, and the head of which is imme­
diately under the walls of the fort. 

The narrow branch of the l\iississippi which separates it from the fort 
is passable on the ic3 during more than four months of the year, and is 
so shallow in low wat2r that it can frequently be forded with the utmost 
ease. On one or two occasions its bed has been entirely dry. Tlte island 
is su~ject t::> m-erfiow, bat is yet so elevatecl that hut.':! c::>uld be erected 
on it and iuhabitetllO or more months in the year. It is the very place 
for a rendezvous for that class of persons who subsist on the means . of 
the soldier by exciting the worst passions of his nature and furnishing 
the means of gratifying them. It is useless in an agricultural point of 
view, on account of the time of the overflow; but it is of usc to the gov­
ernment as pasturage, besides its being essential in a military point of 
view. 

I can, therefore, see no reason for yielding it. On considering the 
reduction of the military reserve the chief principle involved is the ques­
tion of utility. vVould a greater general good result from yielding up 
the reserve than b;y- retaining it in the possession of the government if 
Has the Territory reached that date of advancement which requires an 
additional extent of lands to support its dense population~ 

Is the military point occupied by Fort Snelling of such little cous~­
quence that it could be yielded without detriment to the public interests' 
If not, what extent of territory is essential, as a reseve, in order to pro· 
teet the interests of the U nitecl States ~ 

From reasons heretofore ad 'Tanced, I am of opinion that the reserve 
is larger than the interests of the government require a.t this time; and, 
though the people of the Territory have no right to demand from the 
United States the surrender of the reserve, a portion of it . might be 
thrown into market with much benefit to this section of the couutrv. 

The upper and lower parts of the reserve, points the most distant "from 
the fort, are at present ummportant to this post in a military point of 
view; but being situated immediately opposite two of the most impor~­
ant places in the Territory, would be of great value to them. The wood 
having heen exhausted from that portiou of the reserve west of tho 
post, a portion of that also might be yielded; and a great portion of the 
resCITe on the east bank of the river, and which is already surveyed, 
couhl be thrown into market without injury to the military interests. 
Such a course 'vonld be acting in accordance with the liberal spirit which 
the government lws invariably pursued in its relations with this Ter­
ritor.r; but I think that while so many thousands of acre::-; of lands, 
equal in quality to that on the military reserve, remain uncultivated 
within a short di:::;;tance of the principal towns, the people cannot demand 
as a right the yielding of any portion of the reserve into their posses­
sion; unless on the principle that the government having never refused 
them a favor beforr, it is expected it will continue to comply with their 
caprices. 

The importance of Fort Snelling as a military point is universally 
conceded, and any proposition for its abandonment will find fa\?or only 
with those whose immediate interests will be favorably atl'ected by the 
relinquishment of the post. In this way private interests may bring 
much political weight to bear on the reduction of the reserve within very 
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small limits, a reduction which would not only greatly impair, but would 
entirely destroy the usefulness of the post. To be capable of active 
efficiency at this point the reserve should be of such dimensions, and its 
lines of demarcation should be so placed, as to give entire control, ·with 
the smaUest means, of the junction of the two rivers. I conceive that 
this cannot be properly done without exclusive possession of the island. 
It should also be able to control the passage of both rivers. This can­
not be accomplished without the means on either bank of etl'ecting 
the crossing or of preventing it. This will inYolve the necessity of a 
reservation of territory on each bank of both rivers. The reserve should 
be of such <limensions as to be capable of being thrown as much as pos­
sible on its own resources. It should be capable of furnisldng lands in 
such quantity as the government might choose to cultivate. It should, 
if possible, furnish springs of pure water necessary for the comfort 
and health of troops which might be assembled in any num hers. It 
should be able to furnish pasturage for cavalry horses and public cattle 
in such numbers as the interests of the service might at any time require 
to be concentrated here. It should produce forage in quantities sufficient 
for their sustenance in winter. If possible, it should have a boundary 
defined by natural objects, enclosing an area of convenient dimensions 
and suitable shape for all that is required for the post, without reserving 
too much from the wants of agriculture. I conceive that all these 
objects can be attained by the adoption of the following named lines for 
the boundary of the reserve : Beginning at the middle of the channel 
of the :Mississippi river below Pike's island; thence ascending along the 
channel of said river in such a direction as to include all the islands of 
the river to the mouth of Brown's creek ; thence up said creek to Rice 
lake ; thence through the middle of Hice lake to the outlet of Lake 
Amelia; thence through said outlet an<l the middle of Lake Amelia to 
the outlet of :Mother lake; thence through said outlet and the middle of 
Mother lake to the outlet of Duck lake; thence through said outlet and 
the middle of Duck lake to the southern extremity of Duck lake ; thence 
in a line due south to the middle of the channel of the St. Peter's river; 
thence down said river so as to include all islands to the mi<ldle of the 
channel of the Mississippi river; reserving, further, for military purposes, 
at least a quarter of a section on the right bank of the St. Peter's at the 
present ferry, and at least a quarter of a section on the left bank of the 
Mississippi river at the present ferry across that stream. I think the 
boundary thus defined is essential to the interests of this post and to the 
militar~y interests of the government in this quarter. I deem a reserve 
of dimensions about equal to that which I propose necessary, not only 
at the present time, but in all times to come. I cannot foresee a time 
when this post will cease to be a depot of posts, which will soon be estab­
lished towards the headwaters of both rivers which meet at this point. 
Supplies, munitions, troops de.stined for these posts, must necessarily 
pass this point, and at many seasons of the year would meet with much 
detention here. It is virtually the hea<l of navigation, and being a cen­
tral point is the fittest for the collection of troops in any force. It is tbe 
only post in the northwest where cavalry can be maintained with econ­
omy for a number of years. It is the oasis of all movements tlmt are 
hereafter to be made towards the Red River of the North, and of a con­
nection between the 1\Iissouri river and the great lakes. 

I am thoroughly convinced that it would not be to the interests of the 
government to yield any portion of the territory within the limits I have 
r~ecommendedasaboun<lary. They holdposssession of it now,au<lnointer­
ests are suffering by that tenure. It would, perhaps, be better for the 
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prospective interests of a few indidduals if the United Statos were to 
restrict the limits of its jurisdiction within the very narrowest bounds. 
But is it not enough to have thrown open to industry and speculation 
the millions of acres of fresh lands which have just been negotiated for, 
besides the vast abundance of untouched soil whieh is alreadv in market 

. in this vicinity; and cannot the general government be permitted to-· 
resen~e for its own purposes, out of this vast extent of territory, a few 
sql.mre miles of land. As was remar·ked in a communication of one of 
my predecessors in command, a few square miles of territory, more or less, 
:are of little importance to a populous State, while the same extent of 
territory, in a favorable location, might be of incalculable advantage to 
the United States . 

.I would, therefore, earnestly recommend to the department the con­
sideration of this su'Qject in order that ts efforts may be employed to 
secure to the Unit€d States a reserve of convenient size for military 
purposes at an important po8t, while at the same time it \vill act with 
justice and liberality to other departments in yielding ur> such portioll8 
of the present reserve as it may not consider essential for its purposes. 

The certainty that a strenuous effort will be made during the 
approaching session of Congress by a number of individuals to reduce 
the military reserve about this post, within limits which will prove fatal 

· to its utilit)T, has induced me to offer my views on this su~ject to the 
department. In doing so I trust that no apology will be deemed neces­
sary, as I am actuated solely by a sense of duty and by considerations 
of the good of the military service. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FltANCIS LEE, 

Lieut. Col. 6th Inf., Brevet Cot U. S. A., 
Co·mmanding Post. 

Brevet :Major General R. JONES, 
Adjutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C. 

A true copy: 
JNO. C. KELTON, 

Bre~'et 2d Lieut. 6th Inft. and Post Adjutant. 

HEADQU AR'I'El::.S SIXTH DEP .A.RT]ffiN'l', 
Je:ff"ers(m Barracks, Missouri, September 9, 1851. 

CoLONEL : Yom· letter of the 20th of August last, asking for instruc­
tions relative to trespasses on the Indian territory, was received, aud the 
general's decision in the case endorsed thereon; but, instead of being 
returned to you as directed, it was sent by mistake of the clerk to the 
hea,dqua.rters of the western division. I now hasten to send you a copy 
of the decision, which is as follows : 

Brevet C ,,lonel Ll'e will act in relation to the mat.ter l1eroin submi~teu accon1ing t.o the 
instructions and orders beretufore cxistiog-, and will continue to do so till the treaty W'th the 
Sioux ~ball be ratified by the Senate, as, until then, it is not. an act w bicb Le cau officially 
recognize . 

. I baye the honor to be, coloneJ, very respectfully, ;your most obedient 
servant, 

. Brevet Colonel LEE, 

IRVIN McDOWELL, 
Assista1~t Adjutant Genetal . 

Lieut. Ool. 6th Inj:, Commanding Fort Snelling, JYI. T. 
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I Endorsc:ncnt.] 

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH DEPAI:.'l'MEK1', 
Jefferson Barracks, September 11, 1851. 

Dup1lcate respectfully furnished for the information of tho headQuar­
ters or t.he army. 

N. S. CLARKE, 
0.->l:Ynel uth Inj., Brevet Brig. Oen. Con1tmandir~rg. 

JlEADQUARTERS FORT SNELLING, 
Jlfinnesota. Territory, August 24, 1851. 

Snt: I have the honor to transmit, for the action of tho depm'tment 
commarulrr, a report on the proposed reduction of the military reserve 
attached to this post. Though no ::;nch report has been required of me, 
I feel nuthorized by the importance of the militaTy interests inYolved to 
present to the department my Yicws on the subject, \Yith tho o~jeet of 
preservi11g to the United States such an extent of territory as will sub­
serve the military interests inYolved, 'vithout any unnecessary detriment 
to the agricultural and commercial interests. 

1 trust the general will forwanl the report, with nch remarks as the 
.r ase may appear to him to demand. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedieHt S<!rvaut, 
FHANCIS LEE, 

Lt. Col. 6th Inft., Brevt. Col. U. /:3. A., Go·mmanding. 
JJaptnin IRVIN :McDOWELL, 

A. A. G. Sixth Depm·tment, Je,fferson Barracks, llfo. 

[Eudorsements.] 

Respectfully returned to the adjutant geueral. 
The settlements having extended far beyond Fort Snelling, there will 

soon be no use for a garrison at that place. All that will be necessary 
"~11 be ground and buildings for a Htorehom;e. 

Ti:IOS. S. JESUP, 
N OVElVIBER 25, 1851. Quartcrmasttr General. 

I concur with the general of division, (Twiggs.) Respectfully submit­
ted to the Secretary of 'Var. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
DECEMBER 26, 1851. 

\V AR DEPARTMENT, 
HEADQUARTERS SIXTH DEPARTMENT, 

Je,fjerson Barracks, t-Jeptember 11, 1851. 
Report referred, and respectfully recommended to the favorable con­

id.en.tion of the vVar Department. 
N. S. CLARKE, 

0<>1. 6th Iuf. 1 B·re-vt. B ·i'ifJ· Gen., Corwnumding. 

liEADQUAR'l'ERS WES'l'ERI'i DIVISION, 
Ne'W Orlea'rt<.., October 4, 1851. 

This report is approved, and respectfully forwarded for the informa· 
·tion and action of the vVar Department. 

D. E. TWIC-&-S, 
Brevet Briga.dier General U. S. A. 
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ADJUTANT G-ENERAL'S OF:FICE, 
Nove-m,ber 6, 1851. 

Respectfully referred to the _Quartermaster General for his examina­
tion and remarks, before being submitted to the General-in-chief. 

He is further requested to mark on his map of the reserve at Fort 
Snelling the extent of the public domain, should it be reduced as herein 
proposed. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General . 

. FORT SNELLING, MINNESOTA TERH.ITORY, 
November 14, 1851. 

G E~"'ERAL : Tho original of which the enclosed is a copy was forwarded 
to the headquarters sixth military department on the 21st of lastAu­
gust. Its receipt has never been acknowledged, and I am fearful it may 
have misearried. It is too late now to transmit it through the prescribed 
channel to reach Washington in season. I therefore have the honor to 
forward it direct, believing I am justified in doing so, as it is aU-impor­
tant that it should be laid before the lVIilitary Committee of Congress 
at as early a period as practicable, as doubtless the reduction of the 
reserve to the minimum limit will be pushed forward at a very early period 
of the session, and with determined vigor. 

There is one other point in relation to reserved land here, not noticed 
in the enclosed report. which I consider of much interest to the govern­
ment, and which I will now take occasion to represent. There is no 
wood land on the proposed reserve; indeed there is yery little on the 
present reserve, as large as it is, so little that all the wood burned 
by the troops at this post is cut from off Indian land, some three miles 
beyond where the new reserve will be bounded west, and just outside the 
present reserve. It is cut by the troops and hauled about eight miles. 
Now, unquestionably, as soon as the Senate confirm the late treaty with 
the Sioux Indians, squatters will take up the whole of this wood land, 
and indeed all the most valuable wood land about the country. Wood 
will then be scarce, and government will have to pay very high for it, 
between $4 and $5 per cord. It is so crooked and poor too, a species of 
scrub oak, the regLllation allowances will scarcely satisfy one-half the 
necessary demand. 

I would therefore respectfull,y suggest that some means be taken to 
exempt from squatting, or entry in any way, three ·or four sections of 
wood land lying southwest of Fort Snelling, just west of Grass lake 
and the Lake of the Woods, (see map of the military reserve of Fort 
Snelling,) and just outside the western boundary of the present reserve. 

The less this reservation is made, government will have to pay pretty 
dear for their fuel, which would seem unjustifiable when it now perhaps 
can be so easily prevented. 

The western boundary of the new reserve runs due south from the 
extreme so11th end of Duck lake, (see map,) -some three or four miles 
from the proposed wood land reservation. To incluue this wood land in 
the proposed Fort Snelling reservation, (as it might seem it should be,) 
would take in some three or four miles of country totally useless for gov­
ernment purposes, and this might endanger getting a needful respect­
able reserve, asking beyond a necessity, rather than it should be so, the 
reserve proper brought down to the proposed limits of la.St year's bill, 
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the reservation of this wood laud had better be given up. All of which 
is respectfully submitted. 

General, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yonr most obedient 
servant, 

IrRANCIS LEE, 
Lieut. Col. Gth Inf., Brev. Col. U. S. A.~ Cm~~manding Post. 

Brevet Major General R. ~TONES, 
A(~j1.ttant Genm·al U. S. A., W asltington, D. C. 

WAR DEPAl~Tl\illNT, 
Washington, June 2!J, 1852. 

SIR: In reply to your letter of yesterday, in which you asked the 
permission of this department to settle upon and occupy certain por­
tions of land included within the military reserve at Fort Snelling, I beg 
leave to say that the <lepartment has recommended that the limits of the 
reserve be restricted, and a bill has been introduced in the Senate for 
that purpose. 

No permission will be granted to settle on that portion of the reserve 
which will be retained. .As regards that portion which it is proposed to 
exclude from the reserve, permh;sim t to occupy small portions of it would 
be granted, provided that it may be recommended by the commanding 
officer. I would observe, however, that the bill above referred tD direets 
that the land excluded from the reserve be immediately sold, and makes 
no provision for persons who have, with the permission of the depart­
ment, occupied any portion of it. In case it should pass in that forni 
such persons would not only have no preference over other purchasers, 
but would lose the cost of their improvements. · 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE L. BECKER, Esq., 
TVashington City. 

C. J\L CONRAD, 
Secretary of War. 

The undersigned, for himself and others, propose to pay, and h,ercby 
offer, the honorable Secretary of War, for the lands included in the Fort 
Snelling reservation, $15 per acre. 

Said purchase to include all improvements on said reservation ; the 
United States to have free of charge the use of the fort and all other 
buildings belonging to the government, including-- acres of land so 
long as in the opinion of the War Department they shall be required for 
military purposes; said fort, buildings, improvements, and land so 
};eservcd, to be lmder full control of the department during said term. 

The rescryation, including the overflmved lands, amounting to about 
5,000 acres, at $15 per acre, will amount to $75,000. 

The undersigned, for himself and others, also propose to take it at the 
above estimate and pay therefor the sum of $75,000; payment for ths 
whole to be made at once if the proposition--- · 

\V AR DEP ARTMEN'l', 
lVashington, June 29, 1852. 

·SIR: In reply to your letter of ;yesterday, in .which you ask pcrmi~eion 
of this department to settle upon and occupy.certain portious .o.f.laJ;Ld 

ll. Ex. Doc. 0-4 . . ........ ~;. 
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incllHled within the military reserve at Fort Snelling, I beg leave to say 
that the department ha~ recommended that the limits of the reserve be 
restricted, and a uill has been introduced h1 the Senate for that pur­
pose 

No permiHsion ''"ill be granted to settle on that portion of the reserve 
which will be retained. .As regards that portion which it is proposed to 
exclude from the reserve, permission to occupy small portions of it woulcl 
be granted, provided that it may be recommended by the commanding 
officer. I would observe, however, that the bill above referred to directs 
that the land excluded from the reserve be immediately sold, and makes 
no provision for persons who have, with the permission of the depart­
ment, occupied any portion of it. In case it should pass in that form 
such persons would not only have no preference oYer other purchasers, 
but would lose the cost of improvements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. D. Fn.L3-IORE, Esq., 
Washington, D. G. 

C. M. CONRAD, 
Secretary of War. 

ST. PAuL, August 14, 1852. 
DEAR SIR: The undersigned, your petitioner, would take the liberty 

of addressing this to your honor to ask the privilege of a permit to 
locate upon the military reserve at Fort Snelling, as your petitioner is 
informed that it is within the province of your honor's office to grant 
such a permit. 

Yout' petitioner would beg leave to state that from the glowing 
accounts of Minnesota that filled the newspapers some two years since, 
he was induced to migrate hither, from the State of New York, and 
found all of the land good, bad, and indifferent, within 15 miles of 
St. Paul, pretty much held by speculators, except the reserve, and that 
he located himself about 16 miles from St. Paul, and after laboring hard 
and investing his little all in a home he is about to be turned out of it 
by a greedy speculator, who took advantage of a little informality in the 
claim. 

Yolir petitioner thinks, while the officers at the fort grant permits 
to rich speculators, who have filled their pockets out of the public lands 
and hold all the choice locations, to the exclusion of the poor actuaJ_ 
settler, and allow such speculators to send on hordes of squatters to 
occupy the reserve, that he might be allowed to locate upon the said 
reserve, especially as he wishes it for a home, and not for speculation 
but for his own use, if it should be thrown into market. 

Your petitioner would therefore humbly ask that your honor would be 
pleased to grant him permission to settle upon some unclaimed portion 
of said reserve if compatible with duty . 

.All of which is respectfully submitted by your humble servant, 
FRANK GILMAN. 

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, 
W ashingt{)n, D. 0. 

ST. P .A.UL1 MINNESOTA, August 21, 1852. 
MY DEAR SIR: Entertaining a desire to establish a stock farm in this 

vicinity, and supposing the yp.Iue of th.e adjoining public lands might be 
_proiiJpjipcJ b_y it, I beg leave t<> request permission from your department 
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to e~ter upo~1 se~tion nino or. near.it, so f:-~r. as it may not be occupied by 
prevwus claims, In that portwn of the military reservation around Fort 
Snelling, on the east side of tho Mississippi. The distrkt has been sur­
veyed, but has never been used for military purpose. 

I wish, also, to be allowed permission to cut hay from the natural 
meadows and to erect a house for the manager of my stock wl10 wHI 
assist in supplying the fort with beef. ·- ' 

As the season for securing hay is passing away I shall be indebted to 
your kindness for an early compliance with my req nest. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your friend and servant 
C. S. TODD: 

Hon. C. M. CONRAD, 
Sem·etary of War, Washington. 

[Private and confidenti~il.] 

ST. PAUL, IVIINNES01' A, .Liilf)llst ~7, 1852. 
MY DEAR Sn~: To provide against the contingency of my letter of 

the 21st instant not reaching you, I beg leave to repeat my request to. be 
allowed permission from your department to enter upon that part of the 
military reservation around Fort Snelling which lies cast of tho Missis­
sippi, for the purpose of establishing a stock farm. 

To effect the object I ask permission to cut hay and. erect a house for 
my manager, who will cultivate a portion of the soil. 

This district has never been used for militar,y purposes ; tho natnral 
meadows being too remote from the fort and on the opposite side of the 
river. I have supposed tho improvements I design making will not only 
add to the value of the adjacent public lands, but afford facilities for a 
more economical supply of beef to the fort in consequence of the large 
nnmber of cattle I shall p1'epare for the market. 

I do not make the request as a case of first impression, but only follow 
the precedents that have already occurred in reference to the establishJ 
ments on the I'OS<1rve on the west side of the river, which has been always 
used for military purposes. Many houses arc now standing upon that 
part of tho reserve, and numerous pQttions are under cultivation by vir­
tue 0f ~~ermissions grante(l by the commanding officer of tho fort at 
v.ariGQS periods; and it is known to the d€partment that 1\ir. Robert 
Smith, Alton, 700 miles f~'t)ln the district, obtained from Secretary Marcy 
permission to occupy~\ -point below the falls of St .... Anthony, where a 
government mill had been erected, under the h timation, which was a 
mere pretext, that he might supplJ~ the fort \Vith corn-meal, which pro­
perty, according to the contingent sale alr'eady made of the greater part 
of this claiR\, is supposed to be worth. $Z~OOO; and I have understood, 
although I do not know the fact, thnt Mr. Fillmore, a brother of the 
Pre.sident, has a permission from your department of the kind I solicit. 

Mr .. Smith is a prominent opponent of the present administration, and 
nearly every commander of the f'Ort and nine-tenths of the present occu­
pants under military permission are of the same politics, and I mention 
these facts as my reason for applying directly to tho department rather 
than to the commander of the fort. If Mr. Secretary Marcy could give 
permission to Mr. Smith, a non-resident, I consider my claim as having 
more force, seeing I am :a citizen of the Territory and have my family 
with me. Nor do I suppose that my support of the administration, ·nor 
my S3rvices in the war of 1812, will give me less favor with you than 
Mr. Smith obtained with Secretary Marcy for a permission granted at 
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the close of au expiring administration, and which Mr. Smith has 
retained through an entire whig administration. 

I beg leave to add that the season for making hay is rapidly passing 
away, and therefore appeal to youT friendshil' for au early compliance 
with my request. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your friend and servant, 
C. S. TODD. 

Hon. C. 1\T. CONRAD, 
Sccretm·y of lVar, Washington. 

List of papers relative to sale of Fort Snelling. 

Two letters of Archibald Graham, agent of F. Steele, dated Septem­
ber 5th and 25th. 

Attorney General's opinion, dated September 28, 1857. 
l\iap of Fort Snelling reserve. 

'V .A.R DEP .A.l~T]}IENT, December 20, 1854. 
DEAR GENERAL: The Secretary wishes to get the following informa­

tion in relation to the reserves at Tampa Bay and Fort Snelling: 
What was the original size of each before this reduction' When 

were they reduced-and whether, before reduction, they were actual res­
ervations, or only occupations~ 

Mr. Lee would also like to know what settlements or improvements 
have been made by citizens on the Fort Snelling reserve. 

Yours respectfully, 
A. CAMPBELl.~. 

This information is desired as soon as you can give it conveniently. 

1\iENDOTA. M. T., July 17, 1857. 
SrR: As a resident of this village, having a deep interest in the pros­

perity of the surrounding country, and especially of the military reser­
vation about Fort Snelling, I drop you this to ascertain from :ron when 
the lands included in said reservation are to be sold; and if sold, whether 
the sale will be public or private"! I am a farmer adjoining the reser­
vation, and if the lands are to be sold would like to purchase a small 
tract adjoining my present premises for cultivation and improvement. 
An early answer is respectfully solicited. 

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 
J. M. IIOTJ:MES. 

Hon. JOHN B . . FLOYD, 
Secretary of lVar, Washington, D. G. 

WAR DEP.A.l~T]}1EN1', A'U[JUSt 31, 1857. 
The Secretary of War desires to bo informed what is the distance 

from St. 1\ml to Fort Sne1ling. 
Has any part of the Fort Snelling reserYe ever been sold or otherwise 

tlisposed on If sold, at what price per acre~ 
What military reserves have been sold witllin tlw last 20 years, and 

at what prices 0? 
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NEBRASKA CrrY, May 13, 1858. 
RESPECTED SrR: We have in the reserve opposite this city, in Iowa, 

township 68, ranges 43 and 44, a case where some diligence on the part. of 
the War Department will be retluire<l, else, as in the "Fort Snelling 
case," the end for which the reserve was made will not be sure. 

Be pleased at the suggestion of yolll' humble servant to put the honor­
able Secretary of War, (J. B. Floyd,) in possession of this information, 
as only special legislation on the part of Congress can confirm the titles 
of those who now seek it; large rewards are offered, and officers high 
in charge are well feed. 

Respectfully, your obedient sen-ant, 
.ALBERT L. COLLINS. 

'fhe Pre:-;i<lent, Hon. ,J.DIES BUCHANAN, 
Tfashington, D. G. 

HCSJWCtfnlly returned to the Secretary of 'Var. 

QuARTER}IASTEu, GENEl~AL's OFFICE, June 1~, 1858. 
The reserve referred to in this letter is supposed to be 011posite to old 

Fort Kearney. This reservation, long since abandoned, has been sur­
veyed and sold as other public lands. The issue of the patents, however,. 
seems to have been suspended because the lands had not been formally 
transferred to the Department of the Interior. The matter is before 
Congress and a bill has been reported for the relief of the purchasers 
by confirming the entries. 

By order. 
E. J. SIBLEY, 

][((jor and (J~tartennastcr. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, Scptembe·r 3, 1852. 
GEN'l'LE::\IEN: Tlw act of Congress, approved 2Gth ultimo, entitled 

"An act to reduce and define the bOtmdaries of the military reserve at 
the St. Peter's river in the Territory of Minnesota," reserves for military 
purposes " a quarter section on the left bank of the 1\Iississippi river at 
the present ferry across that stream." The position of that ferry is not 
indicated on any map in this office; it may be, however, opposite the 
road indicated on the official plat, of which an extract is herewith trans­
mitted. You are requested to report to this office the quarter section 
embraced by this provision of the act in order that tho same may be 
reported to the Executive for formal reservation. Irt case the ferry 
should be, as conjectlued, opposite the road laid down on the accompa­
nying sketch, a technical quarter section is not fomul in place and 
therefore it will become necessary to submit for approyal the four tracts 
shaded blue in the enclosed diagram to be described as follows, viz: 
Lot numl)er 2 containing 32:0

6
0 acres to lot number 3 containing 38-f-0%­

acres, the Routheast quarter of th northwest quarter containing 40 
acres, mul Houthwest quarter of the northeast quarter containing 40 
acres, all of Rection number 21, in township number 28 north of range 
number 23, west of the fourth principal meridian, making an aggregate 
of 1fH

1
3
0

6
0 acrrR; or possibly yon may see reason to prefer Jots 1 and 2 
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with the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter, making au aggre­
gate of 12619j0 acres, in either case the selection would be in lien of a 
full quarter of 160 acres. 

I am, \Cry respectfully, yotu obedient servant, 

REGISTER .AND RECEIVER, 
Stilhcate,-, Jfinnesota, Territory. 

JOHN WILSON, 
Acting Commissioner. 

LAND OFFICE, STILLWA'l'ER, MINNESOTA TEl~RITOH,Y, 
September 19, 18G2. 

SIR: Your letter of the third instant, in relation to the "Act to reduce 
and define the boundaries of the military reserYe at the Saint Peter's 
river, &c.," is received. In reply we beg leave to state that in our opin­
ion the quarter section embraced by the provisions of the act referred 
to, is the one indicated on the diagram enclosed with your letter and 
described as follows : 

Lot number 2 containing 3~ : 0
6
0 , lot number 3 containing 38-f1f0 acres, 

the soutliCast quarter of the northwest quarter eontaining- 40 acres, 
and southwest quarter of tho northeast quarter containing 40 acres, all 
of section number 21, in tmYnship number 28 north, of range number 
23 west, of the fourth principal meridian. 

V('l'Y reRpectfnlly, your obedient servants, 
A. VAN VORHES, Reg-ister. 
M. GHEENE 'VILCOX, llecei-rer. 

Roll .• T. llU'l'TERFIBLD, 
Commis.'tioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
October 28, 1852. 

Sn"!: The act of 26th August last "to reduce and define the boundaries 
of the military reser-ve at the St. Peter's river, in tllC Territory of Minne­
sota/' provides that "the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, required 
to cause the lines of the present military reserve at Fort Snelling, in the 
Territory of J\1innesota, to be contracted so as to embrace" the bounda­
ries set forth in the act. 

:Mnch anxiety has been manifested for the completion of the survey 
of the public lands within the old resen·e, and outside of the now reduced 
limits, but that cannot be done until the outline SlU'Yey, with which thQ 
former will haye to be connected, shall have been effected under the 
authority of the vVar Department. 

It is desired to know whether the outline surn~y allndP-d to has yet 
been ordered, in order that this office, if prncticablc, may be enabled now 
to instruct the survPyor general in regard to the other. 

Should that Rnrvey not yet haYc been ordered, and should it eomport 
with the views of the 'Var Department so to direct, it is respectfully 
suggested that the same might advantageously be effected through the 
agency of Surveyor General Sargent, in conneetion with his contract for 
the other work. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient RerYant, 
JOHN WILSON, Commissione·r. 

Colonel .J. J . ABERT, 
Chief of Topographical Eng-ineers, War .DeJ!artment. 
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BUREAU 01<' 'roPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS, 
Washington, :November 2, 1852. 

SIR: I hav-e receiv-ed ymu letter of the 28th ultimo. Nothing has 
yet been done in reference to the survey to which you aHude, because 
the law on that subject is wanting in an appropriation of means by which 
the survey can be made, and the department has no fund at its control 
which can be applied to the duty. 

Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN WILSON, Esq., 

J. J. ABERT, 
Colonel Corps of Topographical Engineer::;. 

Commissioner General Land Office, Washington. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
lrovember 8, 1852. 

Sn~: A communication has been received from Robert Smith, esq., 
dated 16th ultimo, and addressed from Dubuque, representing that much 
anxiety exists among the settlers on the reserve at Fort Snelling for the 
survey of the portion of the lands there situate, outside of the reduced 
limits, prescribed for that reserYe by the act of Congress approYed 2t>th 
August last. 

The act requires that the reduced limits shall be surveyed under direc­
tion of the War Department, and until such suryey shall have been exe­
cuted tbis office cal).not act. The chief of the topographical engineers 
has apprised me that no measures have yet been taken un<ler the act 
for want of an appropriation. This office had suggested that the survey 
might be effected under your direction in one and the same contract 
with the subdivisional surveys. 'rhus circumstanced the survey must 
be deferred until next season. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN WII;SON, Commissioner. 

GEORGE B. SARGENT, Esq., 
8nrveyor Genm·al, Dubuque, Iowa,. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, Ja,nuary 4, 1853. 
SIR: Agreeably to the request expressed in your letter of the 30th 

ultimo, there are herewith transmitted, for the information of the War 
Department, copies of letters marked No.1 to No.5, inclusive, which 
set forth all the action yet taken at this office, under the provisions of 
the "act to reduce and define the boundaries of the military reserve .at 
the St. Peter's river, in the Territory of Minnesota," apprmTed August 26, 
1852. 

Very respectfnll.r, your obedient servant, 

JOI-IN PoTTs, Esq., 
JOHN WILSON, Commissioner. 

Chief Olm·lc War Depa,1·tment. 

HEADQUARTEl~S ]TORT SNELLING, 
lJfinnesota Territory, October 29, 1852. 

CoLONEL: By au act passed last session of Congress, to reduce and 
define the boundaries of the military reserve at the St. Peter's river, it 
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is enacted "that the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby required to 
cause the lines of the present military reserve at Fort Snelling, Minne­
sota Territory, to be so constructed as to embrace the following bound­
aries, to wit: 

* * * * * * * * 
Reserving further, for military purposes, a quarter section on tho right 

bank of the St. Peter's river, at the present ferry; and also a quarter 
section on the left bank of the l\fississippi ;river, at the present ferry 
across that stream." 

As no instructions bave been received as to the manner in which these 
quarter sections are to be laid off, and as I am anxious to exclude from · 
the reserve all trespassers, the country being rapidly filled with settlers, 
I would respectfully recommend the following: That from woore the 
upper shore of Pike island, prolonged, strikes the right bank of the St. 
Peter's, a line be run perpendicular to the bluff, and the quarter section 
be laid off above this line, and between the bluff and river bank. 

The land on the east side of the Mississippi has been surveyed. At 
the ferry there is uo entire quarter section under that survey that would 
give the necessary advantages. There are, however, four fractions, No. 
1, and Nos. 1, 2, 3, containing respectively 31.37, 54.6, 32.86, and 38.50 
acres, making in all 156.73 acres, nearly a quarter section, which would 
give the control of the ferry, and best suit all military purposes. 

There is no disposition of th~ land at that feri'Y that would present 
the same advantages as that mentioned above, and I would earnestly 
recommend that it be adopted. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS LEE, 

B1·evet Colonel U. S. Army, Commanding Post. 
Colonel S. CooPER, 

AdJutant General U. S. A., Waskington, D. C. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, ]fay 2, 1853. 
Some time since the Commissioner of the Land Office addressed the 

Secretary of War in the matter of the survey for the reduction of tho mil­
itary reservation at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, to be effected by the War 
Department, preliminary to the survey of the body of public lands lying 
between the old limit and the new, which are required by the same aot 
to he effected through the agency of this office. The delegate, 1\fr. Sib­
ley, has been very pressing in his representations of the wants of the 
settlers in respect to such survey, and urges its completion at the earli­
est practicable date. No action can be understandingly and regularly 
instituted by this office until the ad vices sought for in the Commissioner's 
letter are at hand; and these circumstances will form the apology for . 
bringing the matter again to the attention of the department. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
JOHN M. MOORE, 

Principal Clerk of Swrveys. 
The CHIEl<' CL1-JRK lVa-r Depa,rtrnent. 

LAND 0FJ.1'ICE, STILL \V A'l'EI~, 
October 30, 1852. 

Sn!: A letter from the General Land Office, of the 3d September last~ 
designates "lot No. 2, containing 32.86 acres, lot No. 3, containing 38~50 
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acres, the southeast quarter of the north west quarter, coutaining 40 
acres, and southwest quarter of northeast quarter, containing 40 acres,,. 
all of section 21, in township 28, range 23, making an aggregate of 151.36, 
as the quarter resenTed under the act of 26th August, 1852, on this side. 
of the Mississippi. '.I:his letter was accompanied by a plat indicating the 
reserve as above described in bl11 e coloring. By this letter and plat the 
office here has been governed, and will continue to lw governed until 
otherwise instructed by the General Ijand Office. 

Very respectfully, :vonr obedient servant, 
H. PIERSE. 

JOliN C. KELTON, 
Lieutenant at llort Sncllin!ff. 

A true copy: 
FRANCIS LEE, 

Brevet Colonel United States Army. 

FOI~T SNELLING, J\fiNNESOTA TERRI'l'Ol~Y, 
Novembe'r 22, 1852. 

UOLONEL: 1 would respectfully suggest that Lieutenant J. H. Simpson1 
of the topographical engineers, now stationed at St. Paul, six miles from 
here, be directed to snr-vey, mark, and make out topographical maps of the, 
military reserve of this post, reduced agreeably to "An act to reduce and 
define the boundaries of the military reserve at the St. Peter's river, in 
the Territory of Minnesota." I ask it, as I believe that Lieutenant 
Simpson has now little or nothing to do, the appropriations for roads,. 
&c., in the Territory having failed last session of Uongress, and I am 
very certain that the duty will be executed in a far superior style than 
it could be done by any other person here. 

General Orders No. 2D, from the headquarters of the army, Adjutant 
General's office, Washington, July 26, 1852, requires that "all title papers, 
maps, plans, and drawings, relating to military lands reserved" * * 
"for ordnance depots or garrisons, will be collected and transmitted to 
the Blueau of Topographical Bngineers." l.- would further ask that 
Lieutenant Simpson be directed to make out one sketch for this post, 
to be kept here, and others to be transmitted as may be deemed proper. 

I will here respectfully refer you to my letter to the Adjutant General 
of the army, of the 2Dth ultimo, in relation to this military reserve, and 
particularly to that quarter section of land on the east side of tho Mis­
sissippi, where the lands have been Sluveyed, and again suggest that my 
recommendation then made as to the location of that quarter section be 
made up of fractions bordering the river bank. I mention the subject 
again, because since I wrote yon I have received a letter from H. Pierce, 
esq., ±rom the land office at Stillwater. A copy of it is herewith trans­
mitted. It would seem strange that this location should have been made 
without any notification to the commanding officer of this post, who of 
all persons is most interested; it makes me doubt if the Secretary of 
"Tar has eYer givt-n any instructim1s about it, or even knows of it. 

Sir, I haye the honor to be, yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PRANCIS LEE, 

Lieut. Col. 6th Inf., Bi'evet Col. U. S. A., Commanding Post. 
Colonel S. CooPER, 

Adjutant Genentl U. S. Army, 1Vashingtou, D. C. 
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[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, in connection with 
previous reports upon the same subject. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
December 22, 1852 . 

S. COOPER, AdJutant General. 

. A.ssrs'l'ANT QuAR'l'ER1\IAS'l'ER's OFFICE, 
Fort Snelling, March 24, 1853. 

GENERAL: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 14th ultimo 
on the 28th ultimo, just as I was leaving here for the site of the new 
post. 

I returned to this post on the 20th instant, and on the next day vis­
ited the old mill and building belonging to the quartermasters' depart­
ment, and now in possession of the Ron. Robert Smith, and I submit 
the following as my opinion of the value of the buildings, &c., to the 
government at the time when J\1.r. Smith received them: 

The old stone grist-mill, the building somewhat dilapidated, the 
water-wheel worn out entirely, but the other machinery, includ- · 
ing two mill-stones, good, was worth ____ .. __ . __ . _. ___ . . . . . $400 00 

The old frame of a saw-mill, greatly decayed, together with the 
mill irons on it and extra posts, still at this post, mostly worn 
out, was worth ...... __ . _ .. ___ .. _ ..... _ . _ ........... . . . _ . 100 00 

The one-story frame dwelling, muchdecayed, was worth._._.. 200 00 
Fences and race, much decayed. _ . ___ .. ___ .. _ . __ . . . _ . _ . . . . . 50 00 

Making a total of $7 50 as the value to the government of all the improve­
ments on the late military reserve at this post, now in possession of Mr. 
Smith. To him I presume the saw-mill and its irons were entirely value­
less, as he could make nothing by repairing them, and he has built a 
large new mill immediately on top the old one. 

I herewith, as directed in your letter, also enclose a map of the reserve 
of this post as it now exists, with the exception of "a quarter section of 
land on the right bank of the St. Peter's river, at the present ferry, and 
also a quarter section on the left bank of the Mississippi river, at the 
present ferry across that strea-m," no orders ha·ving been received at this 
post defining the boundaries of these two quarter sections. 

The surveyor's lines generally leave fractions along the margins of 
rivers. These lands are not yet surveyed but it is hardly possible there 
will be a complete quarter section at either ferry landing. 

I respectfully recommend that the 160 acres at each landing be reserved 
in fractions; keeping as long a line as possible along the banks of the 
rivers, and that the boundaries be defined and declared at the earliest 
convenient day, to prevent the encroachment of " squatters" on lands 
which may afterwards be found reserved. 

I have honor to remain, with nntch respect, your obedient servant, 
N. J. T. DANA, 

A.s8ista.nt Quartermaster. 
Major General THos. S. ~JESUP, 

Quartermaste'r General U. S. Ar-n"ty. 
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I respectfully fully concur with Captain Dana in all the foregoing 
views, estimates, &c. 

FRANCIS LEE, 
Lieu,t. Col. 6th T1~f., Brevet Col. U. S. A., Commanding Post. 

JUNE 4, 1853. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

. I recommend that the old buildings, &c., be sold to 1\tlr. Smith at the 
estimate of Captain Dana, within approved by his commanding officer, 
Colonel IJee. 

THOS. S. JESUP. 

WASHINGTON CITY, Septembm· 5, 1857. 
DEAR SIR: Before leaYing Minnesota I was requested by 1\fr. Steele, 

the purchaser of Fort Snelling, to inquire whether the government 
would receive as security for the future payments of the property any 
other security than the property itself. J\'Ir. Steele is prepared to give 
bond with personal security to any amount that would be satisfactory, 
or if preferred he will deposit State bonds to any amount required. His 
object in asking this change is to enable him to make a good title to all 
to whom he may sell small parcels of the reserve. 

V cry rrspectfnlly, 
ARCH. GllAIIAl\f. 

BALTIMORE, 1\'l.Al~YLAND, JJa;·ch 2, 1855. 
DEAR SIR : I know yon nre interested in the welfare of l\frs. Hooe, 

widow of the late l\fajor Hooe, for which reason, and by her request, I 
address you this letter. It seems that Mrs. Hooe, owing to a protracted 
lawsuit with the American Fur Company, together with the expenses 
of educating her daughters, two of them now grown up to womauhood, 
is under much embarrassment, indeed; she has contended with more 
than she should have done in justice to her delicate state of health. If 
she can find means to continue her suit with the company she may ulti­
mately saYe something handsome from the estate of her father; already 
she has reduced the claims of the company some $30,000. To enable her 
to sustain her claims she proposes to ask of you the priYilege of the 
ferry at Fort Snelling on the same terms it bas been heretofore given 
to the sutler at that post, which were to cross the military of th post 
and all officers and soldiers and their families free of expense, as also at 
the ferry of St. Anthony. The ferry must have yielded Mr. Stf'ele $1,500 
last summer; Mr. Steele is rich and has no special claims to tho ferry. 
Mrs. Hooe, until she could build a small set of quarters, could. live in 
the garrison, there being ample room. Of course the ferry will always 
be under the control of the commanding officer. 

It would beapitytha.tMrs. Hooe's lovelydaughtersshould h~we toliveat 
Prairie du Chien, where there is no society in which they could moYo, 
and I may say there will be little chance of marrying off ~o advantage. 
The girls are now at Fredericksburg, Virginia, and \Yill returu to the 
mother with the Hon. Mr. Rice, of l\Hnnesota. 



60 SALE O.F FORT SNELLING RESERVATION. 

I am deeply interested in the success of }frs. Hooe against the Fur 
Company. She is an extraordinary woman, gifted of indomitable per­
severance, and haR, through all her troubles and poverty, sustained an 
irreproachable character. She expressed to me how much she was 
indebted to you for ldndness, and the delicacy she felt in asking any­
thing more. Now, if she gets the privilege of the ferry, it will be most 
fortunate for her and her family, and I pray yon to take the matter 
under consideration. · 

Mrs. Hooe's son, Seymour, after being found deficient at West Point, 
shipped at N cw York as a common sailor and is now in California, and, 
as I learn, not doing much. 

Excuse this liberty I have taken, and believe me, very truly and respect­
fully, your friend and obedient servant, 

Hon. G. DAVIS. 
CHAS. McDOUGALL. 

QUARTER~IAS'.rER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Wa.shington Oity, April3, 1855. 

l\fAJOR: Enclosed is a letter to the Secretary of War from Mr. Charles 
McDougall, requesting that the privilege of the ferry at Fort Snelling 
may be given to Mrs. Hooe on the same terms it has been given to the 
sutl~r of that post. Act in the matter as you may think best for the ser­
vice; but if consistent with public interests give the privilege to Mrs. 
Hooe, the widow of an officer of the army. 

I am, sir, &c., 

!Iajor·D. H. VINTON, 

TH. S. JESUP, 
Qua.rtermaster General. 

. Qua-rtermaster U. S. A., St. Louis, ]}[issou.ri. 

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, August 14, 1855. 
DEAR DoCTOI~: I have this day received a letter from the quartermas­

ter at St. !Jouis, informing me that he had submitted to the (~uartermas­
ter General all the correspondence of Major Sherman on the su"Qjcct of 
his objections to my having the ferry privileges at Fort Snelling, and in 
answer that he should refer it to the Secretary of War. 

Next month the time of notice given to Mr. Steele expires, and the time 
is short to have the matter settled and give me time for my arrangements 
if I succeed in retaining the privileges. If there should be any possibility 
of m~y getting a lease from the United States for a certain number of years, 
(say 10, more or less,) I would consider it a safety against further inter­
ferences. Major Vinton advises me to counsel with you on the subject, 
as it would not be proper for him to do so, and an early answer from you 
in relation to this matter will be deemed a great favor. 

}""~or the last week great excitement has been created concerning the 
the depot location, but nothing effected yet. The railroad company's 
agents are trying to get a reduction in the prices of tile property over 
the slough, mine particularly, and if they will only be reasonable I per­
haps will reduce it. Should I make a good sale you will probably see us 
this winter, provided I can obtain a leave of absence or six months' fur-
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lough. Josephine acknowledged for me yOlu last and very kind letter, 
and \Ye all feel very anxious to hear from yourself and family, not forget­
ting Georgie and hers, as you must ere this have hearu from her. Poor 
Seymour, I do not hear from him, be may have gone to Mexico. The 
prairie this far has been healthy. J osepbine and Em. are more reconciled 
to this place, particularly if there should be a prospect of beiug absent 
from it this "\vinter. HanicVs health has much improved, and I complain 
the least. Our lon~ for Mrs. :McDougall and family. Mr. and l\'frs. Fay 
unites with us in sending their kindest regards, and hoping to hear from 
you all very soon I remain, mo:::;t truly, your friend, 

El\IIJJIE TI. fiOOE. 

llALTHIORE, 1\fARYLAND, A'lt[JU8t 31, 1~555. 
l\IY DBA!~ 1:3n~: Mr~. Hooe, the wife of late Major Hooe, United States 

army, writes me that l\fajor Sherman at Ji"'ort Snelliug strongly opposes 
her having the ferry ''hich had been given her by the quartermaster at 
St. Louis, and with what rrasons I cannot imagine. I suppose the priv­
ilege of the ferry had been given to her by the Secretary of \Y ar, as it 
would yielu her ~omething to support her family. The ferry heretofore 
hau been given to the sutlrr, he is now wealthy, Mr~. Hooe is poor, besides, 
she has three daughters now of sufficient age to g:o into society-at 
J>rairie <lu Chien they have not olle associate. Mrs. llooe, as a business 
vvoman, is equal to anybody in that country, and of great force of charac­
ter. She bas been contending with adversity, and deseryes consideration. 

Jn con\~ersation with Colouel Taylor, he adYised my writing to you on 
the subject, and so I have done. Sherman does his heart no credit in the 
matter, and I tn1st she will be permitted to have the fe~ry. I know she 
will hnvr it conducted as well as anybody else. 

My Rick list i:s somewhat on the increase, and ha\rc had several cases 
of typhoid feyer. 

With kind Tegards to :Mrs. \V. and family, I remaiu your friend and 
obedient servant, 

CHARLES Mr.DOUGAIJL. 
Dr. R. C. \Voon, 

United States A nny. 

[Endorsement ou above.] 
• 

\VASIIINGTON, September- 3, 1855. 
Letter from Surgeon C. McDougall, United States army, in reference 

to the privilege of a ferry in :Minnesota Territory for Mrs. Hooe, widow 
of Major Hooe, late of the army. Resprctfully referred to the favorable 
conRidrration of the Secretary of \Var. 

H. C. \VOOD, 
Surgeon Un·ited States Anny. 

\Vith letter of J\.Irs. Hooe, referred to the Qnarter.llwster General for 
report. 

SEPTEMmm. 5, 1855. 

.JElfFBHSON DAVIS, 
8cc1·etary of lVar. 

QuAI~1.'ERJ.HAS'l'ER GENBRAL's Ol<'FICE, 
September 21, 1855. 

hespectfully I'eturned to the Secretary of War. 
On the 3d of April last, Surgeon McDougall's letter of the 2d of March 



62 SALE OF FORT S~ELLI:\'G RESERVATION. 

to the Secretary of War, referred to this office without instructions, was 
sent to Major Vinton, quartermaster at St. Louis, with directions to act 
in the matter as he might think best for the service; but if consistent 
with the public interests to give the privilege to Mrs. Hooe, the widow 
of an,officer of the army. It appears that Major Vinton took proper meas· 
ures to ascertain the facts, decided to give the privilege to l\frs. Hooe, 
and sent the necessary instructions to the acting assistant quartermaster 
to give the proper notice to the present occupant, and establish Mrs. Hooe 
in all the rights aud privileges of the two ferries, &c., but that he was 
thwarted in his instructions by Brevet Major T. vV .. Sherman, the COlli· 
mandant of Fort Snelling. See his letter dated June 12, ancl its enclosures. 

The original letter of Surgeor J}IcDougall having been referred to Major 
Vinton, and not being returned it was sent for and returned by him on 
the 28th June last. The papers have been on file since, and no action 
had upon them. They are herewith submitted. '¥hat action the Quar· 
termaster General bad intended to have upon them I am unable to state. 

Respectfully submitted: 
CHARLES THOMAS, 

Acting QuaTtermaster General. 

ADJUTAN1' GENERAL'S OF:ii'ICE, 
Washington, November 17, 1855. 

SIR: By direction of the Secretary of War I transmit to you herewith 
a letter addressed by Major · Vinton, quartermaster at St. Louis, under 
date of June 12,#1855, to the Quartermaster General, and the several 

- papers therein enumerated, all in relation to the lease of the ferry at Fort 
Snelling. The matter is referred to you for a report and such action in 
the case as you may deem advisable. 

I am, sir, yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. S. COOPER, 

Adjut-ant General .. 
Colonel E. B. ALEXANDER, 

Tenth Infantry, Commanding ~Port S·nelUng. 

• 

HI<J.ADQUARTERs, FoRT SNELLINa, 1\1. T., 
January 141 1856. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica­
tion of the 17th November, 1855, with its enclosures. The following 
report is respectfully submitted in obedience to the orders of the Secre­
tary of \Var, after a careful examination of all the circumstances that 
have appeared to me to have any bearing on the case: 

I assume that the government must have entire command and control 
over the ferries across the Mississippi and Minnesota rivers at this place, 
whether they are operated by its own men and means or through the agency.J 
of a contractor. They are now worked by contractors, and the question1 
presented to me is this, "Do the interests of the service require a change itl-t 
the contractors." By the terms "interests of the service" I mean th~· 
conditions of a safe and commodious passage at all times of all pu,plic : 
persons and property, which requires that the ferries shall always be iR.. 
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good condition, no matter what may be the seasou or the state of the 
river, or some means of crossing equally good when the ferries cannot be 
operated. This requires capital and the hire of men to do the work neces­
sary to manage the boats~ besides renderiug it necessary to have on hand 
a supply of spare implements to replace losses or repair damages. The 
present contractors are men of means and well known in the country for 
energy and promptness in their business. The ferries under their charge 
are admitted to be carried on in the best manner, no delay is experienced 
in crossing, acciuents are seldom met with, damages immediately repaired, 
and a fTee passage secureu over the suspension bridge at the :Falls of St. 
Anthony when it is most convenient to take that route. I am satisfied 
that no better system is desireu or could probably be obtained, and that 
the intere·sts of the public service therefore require no change in the con­
tractors. 

As the application made to the Secretary of \Var is particu~arly in favor 
of Mrs. Hooe, the widow of an officer of the army, I beg leave to express 
my opinion that Mrs. Hooe is mistaken in wishing to exchange her present 
position for that of manager of the ferries at this place, both in a social 
and pecuniary point of view. Unless she occupied quarters in the fort, 
a contingency at present impossible and not to be counted on, there would 
be very little more society than there is at Prairie du Chien, while the 
profits of the ferries are not much greater than those of her present posi­
tion, besides being very precarious. 

But as everything is situated, and after what I l>elieve to be a conscien­
tious examination of all that is material in the case, I will avail myself 
of the authority conveyed in the endorsement of the Hon. Secretary of 
War, and continue the ferries under the present management until fur­
ther directed. The encloseu papers are respectfully returned. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. B. ALEXANDER, 

United St<ttes A1·my. 
ColonelS. CooPER, 

Adjutant General U. S. A. 

[Endorsement.] 

Hespectfully referred to the Quartermaster General with all the papers 
in the case. · 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Janttary 30, 1856. 

S. COOPER, 
Adj?ttan_t General. 

QUARTERl\fASTER'S OFFICE, 
St. Louis, AprillO, 1855. 

SIR: I have to request that you will inform me of the nature and terms 
of the privilege of running the ferries l>etween Fort Snelling and the 
opposite banks of the Mississippi and the Minnesota, and also whether 
the right of letting the ferry at St. Anthony is vested in the United States. 
Please state who the present proprietor or proprietors of the ferries are; 
how long they have enjoyed the privilege, and whether there is any limit; 
if so, when dpes ths privilege expire¥ 
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These inquiries are preliminary to the laying before you certain papers 
from the War Department bearing on the subject above referred to. 

Very respectfUlly, your obedient servant, 
. D. H. YINTON, 

Major ancl <Juartennastcr. 
Lieutenant J OSEPII S'l'EW ART, 

Third Reg't Artillery U. S. A., Com. JI'ort SnellinB, llf. T. 
A true copy: 

D. H. VINTON, 
Jl{ajor and (Juartermrrster. 

FOR'l' SNELLING, :1\-IINNESOTA TERlUTORY, 
April 21, 185G. 

MAJOH.: Yours of the lOth instant, relative to the ferries at this post, 
has been received. 

The exclusive privilege of running a ferry across the Minnesota is 
secured to Mr. Henry H. Sibley for an indefinite period, bJ a contract 
€ntered into on the 15th of December, 1852, between Captain N. J. T. 
Dana, assistant quartermaster, and the said Sibley. 

By the terms of this contract the said Sibley is bound to keep a good 
rope ferry, the boat to be capable of carrying a four-horse wagon and 
load, "and to give free and speedy passage at all times to aU persons 
belonging to or in the elllploy of the army of the United States, to the 
personal property of such ·persons, and to all property belonging to any 
and all departments of said army." 

The 3d article of the contract fixes the charges to be made for ferriage 
in the case of those not embraced in the 2d article, from which the £tbove 
is extracted. The 4th article provides that eitbe:i· party may withdraw 
from the contract by giving three months' notice to the other party. In 
January, 1849, a tripartite contract was entered into between Captain 
Dana and Mr. Franklin Steele and Mr. Samuel J. Findley, by which the 
ferry privilege at the falls of St. ,._.\_nthony was secured to said Steele, and 
that at the fort across the Mississippi was secured to said Findley. 

The terms of this contract are similar to those of Mr. Sibley's contract, 
with these exceptions: the boats to be kept are to be capable of taking 
a two-horse wagon loaded, and the ferry at the falls is to be at the service 
of the army and those connected with it, "at any and all times between 
sunrise and sunset." The contract provides that said Findley is to pay 
Steele certain charges for all free ferriage furnished to· the army, &c., at 
the upper ferry. This contract is for an indefinite time, and either party 
can \Yithdraw after three months' notice to the other two parties. This 
contract does not provide that the ferries shall be rope ferries. A sup­
plementary contract was made on J·anuary 1, 1850, between Captain 
Kirkham, acting assistant quartermaster, and said Steele, by whieh, 
Findley gi·ving up his ferry~ Steele is to keep both ferries upon the terms 
before set forth, and to keep rope ferries, and to improve the road leading 
from the ferry up the hill on the east side of the river opposite the fort, 
the contract to continue for two years. Upon this contract is an endorse­
ment dated September 12, 1851, and signed by Captain Buckner and 
Mr. Steele, by which it is agreed that the contract shaH eontinue in force 
for two years from January 1, 18tH, "it being distinctly understood by 
t4e parties that the United .States is to have free pa$sage across both 
ferries for all troops, stores, munitions, or an,y publie property, and that 
like free passage is to be given to any and all persons, with their property, 
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&c., connected with the military and resident on the reserve by the 
permission of the commanding officer." .Another endorsement dated 
March 10, 1854, and signed by Mr. Steele and Colonel Lee, commanding, 
provides that the contract shall be continued indefinitely or until the 
withdrawal of either party after three months' notice. This further 
provides that in consideration of the privilege of the ferry at Fort Snel­
ling, "Franklin Steele agrees to ferry or to pass across the bridge, shouh.l 
there be one, at St. Anthony's falls, all the troops or United States 
property as stated in the foregoing contracts, free of charge, so long as 
he may hold the ferry." 

The ferry at St. Anthony has been superseded by the Huspension bridge, 
though the former is in operation temporarily while the bridge is under­
going repairs. I believe the land on both sides of the river at the falls has 
been sold to individuals, and the right of letting the ferry is no longer 
vested in the United States. The military reserve as reduced a few 
years ago does not reach within some five miles of the falls. 

The ferry across the Mississippi is run by the force of the current; th~t 
across the Minnesota is run by hand. The boat in use at the former is 
capable of taking a four-horse wagon or two two-horse wagons at once. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servaut, 
. J. STEW ART, 

First Lieut. 3d Artillery, Oomrnanding Post. 
Major D. H. VINTON, 

Quartermaster United States Army. 

QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICE, 
St. Louis, April28, 1855. 

MA.DA.l\I: I have been authorized by the Quartermaster General to 
confer upon you the ferry privileges at Fort Snelling, on the Mississippi 
and Minnesota rivers, provided that it be not incompatible with the 
public interests. Those ferries are in charge of certain parties who 
hold the privileges by contracts with officers of the army, for indefinite 
periods, respectively, but with a condition that either party may with­
draw fi·om their agreement upon giving three months' notice of such 
intention. 

My present o"Qject is to ascertain, before I give any such notice, whether 
you are desirous of taking the ferries; and if so, when you will be prepared 
to enter upon the charge. I presume you will desire to examine into the 
matter and of the possibility of procuring the boats and other appliances 
for running the ferries from the present contractors. I shall cheerfully 
await your wishes, and will be pleased to aid you in any manner you may 
point out. I ought to state, that it has been upon the favorable con­
sideration of the Secretary of War of Doctor McDougall's application in 
your behalf that has caused this result. 

I remain, madam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

~frs. EMILIE R. HooE, 
Prairie Dtt Chien, Wisconsin. 

A true copy: 

H. Ex. Doc. 9--5 

D. H. VINTON, 
Jl:lajor and Quartermaster. 

D. H. VINTON, 
Major and Quartermaster. 
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PRAIRIE Du CHIEN, May 7, 1855. 
SIR: Your favor dated April 28 was received on the 5th instant. In 

relation to the ferry privilege at Fort Snelling, which is kindly offered 
for my acceptance, I would say that I would gladly accept, but deem it 
more prudent to inquire into the amount of property to be purchased, 
and the price put upon it, and for that reason I send up a friend to inquire . 
into the matter, after which I will report to you immediately I have no 
doubt I can obtain assistance. 

Permit me to say that the public convenience and interests would at 
all times be first attended to, should I take charge of the ferry at Fort 
Snelling. In the mean time accept my thanks for your kind offer of aid. 

I employed according to your order, counsel to defend the title of the 
United States to Fort Crawford, and forwarded to you their agreement, 
and should say that not being entirely able to decide which of the two 
counsels was the best, I deemed it safer to employ both. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

:Major D. H. VINTON. 

EMILIE R. HOOE, 
Agent in charge of Fort Crawford. 

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, May 20, 1855. 
SIR: I have received all the information necessary relating to the 

ferry privileges at :Fort Snelling, and am pleased to say that I will accept 
the charge, and will be fully prepared to do so by the expiration of three 
months, the time allowed to notify the present contractors. To-morrow 
week the court term will open at this place. Please to send me instruc­
tions concerning the payment of fees in the case against go-vernment at 
this place. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

Major D. H. VINTON. 

EMII..~IE R. HOOE, 
Agent in charge of Fort Ora.wford. 

QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICE, 
St. Louis, May 25, 1855. 

MADAM: I have received your letter of the 20th instant. 
I will give notice to the commanding officer at Fort Snelling of the 

views of the Secretary of War concerning the ferry privileges at Fort 
Snelling as soon as I can find leisure. It will take some time to get an 
answer, but I will apprise you of it as soon as it shall be received from 
him. 

* * * 
In haste, but most respectfully, 

Mrs. E~nLIE R. HooE, 
Fort Crawford, Prairie du Chien. 

A true extract copy: 

D. H. VINTON, 
Major and Quartermaster. 

D . . H. VINTON, 
Major and Qua1·tcrma.ster. 
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QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICE. 
St. Loztis, JJ!ay 25, 1855. 

SIR: I enclose herewith copies of letters from the Quartermaster Gen­
eral and Surgeon Chas. McDougall, with the endorsement of the Secretary 
of War, from which you will perceive that the ferry privileges on the 
Mississippi and Minnesota rivers at Fort Snelling are gTanted to Mrs. 
Emilie R. Hooe. Mrs. Hooe has·accepted the offer, and you will give 
the three months' notice required by the stipulations with the present 
contractors of the withdl'awal of the United States from the contract, 
and establish Mrs. Rooe in all the rights and privileges of the two ferries, 
through the process of a new contract. Please confer with the com­
manding officer of Fort Snelling on this subject, and exhibit to him this 
and the enclosed letters, and advise me as soon as practicable of your 
action in the case, in order that I may give Mrs. Hooe timely notice 
for the taking possession of the ferries. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. H. VINTON, 

Major and Quartermaster. 
ACTING ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER U. 8. ARJlfY, 

A true copy: 
Fort Snelling, Jlfinnesota Territory. 

D. H. VINTON, 
Major and Quartermaster. 

FORT SNELING, MINNESOTA TERRITORY, 
June 4, 1855. 

MAJOR: Your letter of May 25, and its enclosures, relative to the fer­
ries at this post, were duly received and laid before the commanding 
officer, who has returned them to me accompanied by certain remarks, 
a copy of which is herewith enclosed. In obedience to the instructions 
contained in these remarks I have not given the notice of withdrawal 
from the contracts to the present lessees of the ferries, nor shall I do so 
until I shall have heard from you again on the subject. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. STEWART, 

First Lieut. 3d Artillery, A. A. Quartermaster. 
:M:ajor D. H. VINTON, 

Quartermaster United States Army. 

FoRT SNELLING, M. T., Jttne 2, 1855. 
I have examined the enclosed papers as presented to me by Lieutenant 

Stewart, acting assistant quartermaster of the post, and am compelled 
to disagree. with Major Vinton in his construction of the endorsement of 
the Secretary of War and the Quartermaster General. The appointment 
of Mrs. Hooe, as I observe it, has been left with Major Vinton, in case it 
may be consistent with the public interest. I regret that Major Vinton 
did not think proper to first consult with the commanding officer of this 
post before acting in the matter. 

The ferries at this post are matters of great importance, and the inter­
est of the public service demands the means and facili6es of crossing 
them at all times, unthwarted by any moral as well as physical obstacles. 

This post, confined between the rivers J\iississippi and St. Peter's, and 
lying at their junction~ has no debouch into the Indian countries, except 
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over these difficult and rapid streams. These debouches are four in 
number, viz., one across the Mississippi at the fort, one across the same 
1·iver at St. Anthony, one across the St. Peter's at the fort, and the other 
across the latter river at Shakopee, some 20 miles above the fort. 

The contracts as they nmv stand give the army free and speedy pass­
age at all times over the three first ferries, though but two of them are 
within the exclusive control of the Unite.d States. Theone at St. Anthony 
being wholly, or in great part, owned by the lessee of the lower Missis­
sippi ferry, is, I believe, within his complete control, and, therefore, from 
the terms of the contract, can be commanded by any commanding officer 
of troops at any time. The lessees of the two ferries are efficient and 
responsible men, and would have been changed ere this were they not 
so. The lessee of the Mississippi ferry has been at much expense this 
spring in widening the difficult road-way up the left bank of that ferry. 
~'he improvements at this point have all been made by him, and the 
recent widening of the very dangerous road-way, not yet entirely com­
pleted, was commenced at my request, with the implied understanding 
that the contract would not be recalled by the commanding officer, at 
least for some time, thereby giving said lessee an opportunity for a fair 
remuneration for his outlay. 

The qualifications of Mrs. Hooe, or those of any other lady, I consider 
vastly unequal to the care and responsibility of these fenies. 

On the above grounds alone I respectfully, but emphaticaJly, disap­
pro.ve of the proposed arrangement, and beg that Major Vinton will 
reconsider the interest of the public service, and see cause to recall his 
instructions to the acting assistant quartermaster of this post ; at any 
rate, in consideration of the importance of the subject, and believing it 
will be to the interest of the service, the acting assistant quartermaster 
will suspend action in the case until Major Vinton is made acquainted · 
with the views of the commanding officer of this post. Should Major 
Vinton still consider it to be consistent with the public interest, I have 
to request that, in order to prm·ent sonw of the difficulties that will surely 
arise, the contracts be made and signed by both parties, supported by a 
bond with sufficient sureties, before the two present lessees are notified 
of the withdrawal of the United States fi·om the contracts, not hereby 
inferring, however, that I shall then approve of the contract, for I can­
not do so. I merely hint towards the interest of the United States in 
thiR matter. 

I would like here to stop, but the subject is one of delicacy. Mrs. 
Hooe being the widow of an officer of the army she and her family have 

• my liveliest sympathies, and I would do anything for them consistent 
with my duty and the interest of the service, and my feelings are much 
relieved in this matter when I understand, as I recently have unofficially, 
that through tbe valuable and kind infl.uences of our distinguished 
Lieutenant General commanding the army, and the efficient and distin­
guiRhed head of the quartermaster's department, this lady is already in 
receipt of a regnlar pension, is the postmistress of Prairie du Chien, 
and is besides a recipient of a regular salary for the charge of Fort 
Crawford. 

But the grounds of this appointment, aR stated and entertained in the 
application of Surgeon 1\icDoug-all, (whieh application is one of the 
papers herewith eudoseu, sent fi·om the Vvar Department through an 
offical channel, to g1.1ide me in my conference with the acting assistant 
quartermaster of this post,) are, to me, of a most novel and extraordi­
nary character, and in justice to myself as an officer of the army and 
citizen of the United States, as well as to the service itself, I respectfully 
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but firmly decline conferring with the quartermaster or any other func­
tional'J on the su~jRct of endowing any person with a public office on 
the grounds therein entertained. My habits, my education, my prin­
ciples, my views of sound republican government, my ideas of justice, 
all, not only forbid me entertaining the question, but give me an utter 
horror of such an application as that made for Mrs. Hooe, (and presented 
for my ex~unination and conference;) a horror, too, of such influences as 
such a letter is calculated both to imply and to inspire. 

A true copy: 

. T. W. SHER1VIAN, 
Brevet J.llajor U. S. A., Commanding Post. 

J. STEvV ART, 
Lieutenctut and A. A. Gen. 

QuARTER1fASTER's OFFICE, 
St. Louis, June 12, 1855. 

GENERAL: I duly receiveu your letter of the 3d of April last, enclos­
ing a letter from Surgeon Chas. :McDougall, with your endorsement and 
that of the Secretary of vVar thereon, authorizing the privilege of the 
ferry at Fort Snelling to "be given to Mrs. Hooe on the same terms as it 
has been given to the sutler of that post." 

As the proposition bas been opposed by Major Sherman, commanding 
at Fort Snelling, I think it but proper to submit to you all the corre­
spondence in the matter, consisting as follows: 

1. My letter to Lieutenant Stewart, the commanding officer at Fort 
Snelling, with his reply, marked A. 

2. My letter to Mrs. Hooe, with her reply marked P. 
3. l\fy letter to Mrs. Hooe marked C, enclosing her acceptance of the 

privilege. 
4. My letter to the acting assistant quartermaster at Fort Snelling, 

with his reply, enclosing Major Sherman's remarks upon a reference to 
him of your instructions by Lieutenant Stewart, marked D. 

You will observe that I have moved very cautiously in this matter, 
and that nothing has been done to "horrify" any one. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfull~r, your obedient servant, 
D. H. VINTON, 

JJfajor and Quartermaster. 
Major General T. S. JESUP, 

Qum··tennaster General U. S. A., Washington, D. C. 

[ E ndorsemenl.] 

Let the papers be referred to Colonel Alexander for report and such 
action as in his discretion may seem proper. 

NOVE:~IBER 14, 1855. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Secretary of War. 

W .A.SHINGTON, Jam.tar.lJ 7, 1856. 
SIR: I have the honor herewith tt' transmit a letter from the reverend 

Joseph Cretin, bishop of St. Paul, and also two maps shmYing tlte situa­
tion of the Catholic Church and burying grounu on the ferry reservation 

• 
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at Fort Snelling. They are on the east half of fraction number 1, section 
28. This fraction contains 47 io%- acres. The reverend Mr. Ravoux has 
made large improvements ana his congregation are anxious that the 
church should obtain a title to the land. I respectfully submit the case 
to the honorable Secretary of War in hopes that he will, under act of 
3d March, 1843, convey the same or so much as may be necessary to 
enable Mr. Ravoux to control the church and gTaveyard. Should the 
honorable Secretary be of the opinion that the act referred to is not 
sufficient, and should he see no objections to a part of said fraction being 
conveyed to the Catholic Church, I will be obliged for a report to that 
end, that I ~ay apply to Congress for relief, which, with the concurrence 
of the War Department, I doubt not will be granted. 

vVith great respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY M. RICE. 

Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Secretary of War. 

SIR: I have the honor to send to your excellency through the kind­
ness of our worthy representative, (Minnesota,) H. M. Rice, the map of 
the ferry reservation near Fort Snelling and the town of Mendota, to 
have an error corrected, which error was committed by the late surveyor 
of the government, and takes away from an old and respectable priest 
his house and an old church, besides from a numerous Catholic congre­
gation a new stone church and a graveyard. This piece of land was 
assigned by the first settlers of this place and by Colonel Lee to the 
Very Reverend JVIr. Ravoux, living on that spot these 15 years. It com­
prises 25 acres. The honorable Mr. Sibley had also a part of his land 
int-o the reservation through the same mistake, but having applied to 
taken your excellency last winter on that subject, he was told that such 
error should be repaired, provided the map be presented to him, and you 
promised to have the signature of the President. 

Hoping to have soon the opportunity to express to your excellency 
my gratitude, I attest now that I am, with the highest esteem and 
respect, your humble servant, 

JOSEPH CRETIN, 
Bishop of St. Pa~tl, Minnesota. 

His Excellency J\tlr. DAVIs, 
Secretary of War, Washington. 

[Endorsement.] 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
J am.tary 22, 1856. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 
The act of Congress referred to (3d March, 1843) is supposed to be 

that on page 611, vol. 5, Statutes at Large, which authorizes the Secre­
tary of War to cause to be sold "all such dwelling-houses, workshops, 
and other buildings belonging to the United States as have been or here­
after shall be erected for the use of their agents, teachers, fa,rmers, 
mechanics, or other persons employed among the Indians, when the 
lands on which the same are erected shall have become the property of 

· the United States and are no longer necessary for the purposes aforesaid," 
and authorizes a conveyance of the grounds, &c. . 

It does not seem that the act referred to applies to cases such as this. 
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There is an act, 26 March, 1852, to reduce and define the bounds of the 
military reservation at Fort Snelling. After defining the general limits 
of the reserve, it reserves" further, for military purposes, a quarter sec­
tion on the right bank of the St. Peter's river at the present ferry, and 
also a quarter section on the left bank of the Mississippi river at the 
present ferry across that stream." The church and burying-ground 
appears to be on the ferry reservation, made by instructions from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office on the 16th March, 1852, to 
the surveyor general at Dubuque. 

By order: 
CHARLES THOMAS, 

Deputy Quartermaster General. 

MENDOTA, April17, 1856. 
DEAR SIR: When I was at the capital I had an interview with the 

Secretary of War, in which I mentioned a subject which is of much 
interest to the people residing at Mendota and its vicinity, but in con­
sequence of the very short time allowed me for an explanation, there 
being several persons present, I do not believe he exactly understood 
the bearings of the question. By act of 1852, reducing the reserve, the 
Department of War was authorized to retain jurisdiction over a quarter 
section of land on the south side of the Minnesota river for ferry piu­
poses. Lieutenant Abert was sent out to make a survey, which duty 
he performed; but in consequence of the representations of John Wil­
son, then Commissioner of the Land Office, that survey was set aside, 
and the line of the reserve made to accord with the general government 
survey, which gives upwards of 185 acres to the fort instead of 160, and 
cuts off Mendota entirely from the steamboat landing, while it takes in 
the land upon which the old and new Catholic churches are built, as 
well as some other buildings, and the effect of a change of line has been 
very injurious to Mendota, while it has not retained anything of import­
ance for the military post. In fact the first survey was made lmder the 
immediate direction of Colonel Lee, then commandant. Colonel Davis 
told me in 1854 that it was entirely eompetent for the President to order 
a change so as to make the ferry reservation conform to the original line, 
and if you can effect anything in the way of bringing that about, you 
will confer a favor, not only on myself personally, but upon all who haye 
any interest in Mendota or in the neighborhood. I learn that the map 
containing the description of the land between the old and new lines is 
in your possession, in which case you will at once perceive that the 
reservation is worthless to the garrison, but is of great importance to 
:Mendota. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
H. H. SIBLEY. 

Ron. H. M. RicE,}!. C., lVashington City. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
]fay 2, 1856. 

I believe that the first survey was set aside for the sole purpose of 
making the reserve conform to legal subdivisions, and without any 
reference to the convenience of the fort or to the rights of citizens settled 
upon lands properly belonging to Mendota. I hope the old survey may 
be substituted as recommended by honorable H. H. Sibley. 

H. M. RICE. 



72 SALE OF FORT SNELLING RESERVATION. 

l\fENDOTA1 .April171 1856. 
HoNORAllLE SIR : I request you to excuse me for taking tl1e liberty of 

writing to you. I am a missionary, who, for several years, have been a 
resident, at a short distance from Fort Snelling, Minnesota Territory, on 
the St. Peter's or Minnesota river. I write to you to ask you a favor, by 
which many will be indebted to you, and I hope that Almig·hty God will 
reward you for your good deed towards a numerous congregation of 
Christians and a missionary who has been 18 years in the United States. 

You know, sir, that about 220 acres of land were granted by Congress 
to be bought at government price, $1 25 an acre, and that a portion of 
land was reserved for the use of the ferry of Fort Snelling, near Mendota. 
It is now three years since Colonel Lee, then commanding officer at Fort 
Snelling, marked the line of reservation, and that one officer, sent by 
government, surveyed that portion of land according to his direction. 
But a few months after the line of reservation was changed, and were 
enclosed in the new one my dwelling-house and my chapel, which were 
erected 14 years ago, my new church, (a stone building,) my garden, and 
a grav-eyard that was fenced many years ago. Having been informed 
that you could help us in having the line replaced where it was before, 
})lease have the kindness to do it, and yon will oblig'e us very much. 

Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Secretary of War. 

A. RA VOUX, Vicar General. 

WASHINGTON CITY, .April23, 1856. 
Is acceptable. 

FRANKLIN STEELE. 

WASHINGTON 1 .April 241 1856. 
SIR: I have the honor to infold a proposition for the purchase of the 

military reservation at Fort Snelling. The reservation is large, and, 
situated as it is in the midst of our heavy settlements, is a very great 
detriment to the growth of the country. 

I infold Mr. Steele's letter to me, and will express the wish that the 
honorable Secretary of War will give an early response. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY M. RICE. 

Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Secretary of lVar. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, May 61 1856. 

SIR: . I duly received your letter of the 24th ultimo, enclosing an offer 
of J\lr. Franklin Steele to purchase the military reservation a.t Fort 
Snelling at $15 per acre. · 

In reply, I have to say that the reservation is still needed for military 
purposes, and Mr. Steele's offer cannot therefore be entertained. His 
letters to you are herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS, 

Secretary of War. 
Hon. H. M. RICE, 

House of Representatives. 
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l\fA Y 3, 1856. 
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of vYar. The offer made for 

the lands at J:i"'ort Snelling is far below their value; but it is more than 
they would probably bring at public sale, banded together as the specu­
lators are reported to be in the northwest for the purpose of obtaining 
all public property at less than its value. 

The site is no longer of any value as a position of defence. Its only 
value now is as a depot of supplies for the frontier posts in advance of it. 
If the lands be sold tbe fort, wharf, and the ground between the fort and 
the water, with about 150 acres, should be retained for public use, not 
temporarily, but in fee. 

THOS. S. JESUP, 
Quartm·master General. 

P. S.-I have been informed to-day that a higher bid may be expected. 
THOS. S. JESUP, 

Quartermaster General. 

WASHINGTON, September 25, 1857. 
SIR: l\1r. Franklin Steele, the purchaser of the Fort Snelling reserva­

tion, being anxious, without further delay, to make immediately availa­
ble at least a portion of his recent investment, and having already paid 
one-third of the entire amount of the purchase money, requests that you 
will execute a deed vesting in him the title to one-fourth of his 1nuchase, 
say 2,000 acres. 

Very respectfully, 
ARCHIBALD GRAHAM, 

For Fl{ANKLIN STEELE. 

WASHINGTON CITY, January 16, 1858. 
SIR: I am directed by the special committee appointed by the House 

of Representatives to investigate the facts and circumstances connected 
with the sale of the military reservation at Fort Snelling, to request you 
to furnish said committee with the information indicated in tl1e following 
resolution, viz: 

ResoZ.Ced, That the chairman be requested to ask the Secretary of ·war to transmit a copy 
of the contract for the sale of Fort Snel1iug reservation, map of its survey, the kind, value 
and extent of improvements made on it by the government or by private persons, the report 
of the agents of the government to the department on the subject of said sale, the amount of 
payment to the eovernment on account of it, when made, and the act and time of confirma­
tion, and the whole construction account of the fort made by the department up to the time 
of sale; and that he be further requested to communicate letters or other information from 
officers connected with the military service made before the sale in regard to its propriety. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. J OITN B. FLOYD, 
Seeretary of War. 

H. C. BURNETT, Ohairman. 
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THIRTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION-SENATE BILL No. 349. 

IN 1'HE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, .JUNE 23, 1856. 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, from the Committee on Military .Affairs, 
submitted a report, (No. 193,) accompanied by the following bill; which 

. was read and passed to a second reading: 

A BILL for the relief of Jean B. and Pelagie Fairbault, of the Minnesota Territory. 

Be it enacted by the Sena,te and Hmtse of Representa,tives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay to Jean Baptiste Fari­
bault and Pelagie Faribault, his wife, the sum of twelve thousand dollars, 
with interest thereupon from the twelfth Mareh, eighteen hundred and 
thirtJT-nine, in full payment of their claim to the island at the confluence 
of the Mississippi and St. Pierre rivers, in fulfilment of a contract entered 
into with them for that purpose. 

THIRTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION-REPORT COMMITTEE No. 193, 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED S'l'ATES. 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, made the following report, (to accompany 
bill, s. 34:9 :) 

The Committee on Military .Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Jean Baptiste Faribault and Pelagie Faribault, his wife, having had 
the same under consideration, report: 

The ninth section of the Indian appropriation act, of the last session 
of Congress, authorized the Secretary of War to pay to J. B. and P. Fari­
bault $12,000, in fulfilment of a contract entered into with them in 1839, 
for the purchase of an island at the confluence of the Mississippi and St. 
Peter's rivers, now a part of the military reserve at Fort Snelling, pro­
vided that he should be satisfied with the validity of their title, &c. The 
money thus appropriated has not been paid, because, as the Secretary 
states, they have produced no evidence of title in them. 

Hence, it is again brought before Congress, and the committee have 
again examined it carefully, and here report the result of their inyesti­
gation. 

In 1820, while the memorialists were living upon this island as their 
home, the Sioux Indians, to which tribe Mrs. Faribault belonged, con­
veyed to the United States, for military purposes, a large tract of land 
between the Mississippi and St. Peter's rivers, and reserved to the mem­
orialists the small island at the confluence of these rivers. The deed 
making this conveyance and reservation was executed in the most solemn 
manner, signed and sealed by twenty-five Indians, and witnessed by ten 
persons, Colonel Leavenworth being one of them, and it fully recognizes 
Mrs. Faribault's ownership of the island in question. In 1837 these same 
Indians more formally, by treaty, conveyed these lands to the United 
States, but as the treaty embraced the Faribault island the Indians 
refused to sign it until they were assured by the Secretary of War that Mrs. 
Faribault's claim to'the island should not be prejudiced thereby, and in 
an official letter, dated August 12, 184:0, Mr. Poinsett says: 
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WAR DEPARTME~T, 
Aug~lst 13, 1840. 

SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lette:r from 
Lancaster of the 27th ultimo, a-.:ul to assure you that the pressure of 
business consequent upon the adjournment of Congress alone prevented 
my doing so earlier. I recollect perfectly what passed during the progress 
of the negotiation of the treaty with the Sioux, and that I assured you 
tha,t the rights of Pelagie Faribault to the island in question should not be 
pr~judiced by their not being inserted in the treaty. 

These rights have always been considered as if they had been men­
tioned in that instrument, and you are aware that I signed a conditional 
contract under the authority of Congress, to extinguish them on the 
payment by government of a certain sum, provided Congress sanctioned it. 

I subsequently addressed a letter to the committee of the Senate, set­
ting forth my opinion of the value of the island and of its importance to 
the military post at Fort Snelling; in consequence of which a bill was 
introduced to provide for carrying the contract above mentioned into 
effect. I entertain no doubt of the passage of that bill, and believe it wa.s 
delayed only for want of time. I therefore regard the contract a,s existing, 
and advise the parties to await the further action of Congress. 

With the very restricted means at its disposal the department does 
not feel authorized to take the measures you propose in relation to the 
Sioux half-breed lands this season. 

J. R. POINSETT. 
S. C. STAMBAUGH, Esq., 

Lancaster, PenrMylvania. 

On the 13th of February, 1839, Congress passed a joint resolution 
authorizing the Secretary of War "to contract with J. B. & Pelagie 
Faribault for the purchase of the island at the confluence of St. Peter's 
and Mississippi rivers, and to report his proceedings to Congress, subject 
to their approbation or rejection." In compliance with the authority 
thus granted, the Secretary of War, on the 12th day of March, 1839, 
entered into an agreement in writing with the attorneys of the petitioners 
for the purchase of the island for the sum of $12,000, and asked from 
CongTess an appropriation for that amount, to enable him to make the 
purchase, but the requisition was made too 1ate for the action of Congress. 

In January, 1840, the Secretary of War communicated to Congress 
the contract entered with the representatives of the Faribaults, in con­
formity with the requirements of the joint resolution of February 13, 
1839, and in July, 1840, in a letter addressed to the Senate military com­
mittee, the Secretary says: ''In my opinion, the possession of the island 
at the confluence of the Mississippi and St. Peter's rivers is necessary 
to the police discipline and security of the post on the upper Mississippi.'~ 

"From the testimony of disinterested persons, I consider the value of 
that island to be not less than $10,000, nor to exceed $12,000." 

On the 13th March, 1840, submitting the whole subject to the judg­
ment of Congress, the Secretary says: "If the committees of both 
Houses, to which it has been referred, are of the opinion that the Indian 
title is rightly vested in the claimants, I beg that an appropriation may 
be asked for to carry into effect the contract, for I regard the continued 
possession of the property as highly important to the interests of the 
service and of the country." 

And the Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate, after a thorough 
and satisfactory investigation of the title, asked for the appropriation of 
$12,000 for the purchase of the island; but it was, after passing the 
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Senate, lost in the House of Representatives, with several other amend­
·ments to the appropriation bill, on the last days of the session. 

· On the 2d of September, 1842, the Secretary of War, (Bell,) writing to 
the Speaker of the House of Hepresentatives, says: "All the testimony 
was submitted to the Senate military committee. The committee decided 
in favor of the claim, and I am induced to recommend it to the favorable 
consideration of Congress, and to ask that an appropriation he made for 
the sum of $12,000, for the purpose of paying for the island, in fulfilment 
of the contract of March 12, 1839, as there was a pledge given by the 
government to these claimants, in consequence of which it is understood · 
that a successful negotiation was made with the nation to which they 
belong, for a tract of country estimated to contain six millions of acres." 

The o~jection now made to the "validity" of Faribault's title is, that 
the island was ceded to the United States in 1805 by the Pike treaty. 
It does appear that General Pike made an arrangement, in 1805, with 
two Sioux Indians, for the purchase of the lands of that tribe, including 
the Faribault island, hut there is no evidence that this agreement, to 
which there is not even a witness, and in which no consideration was 
named, was eYer considered binding upon the Indians, or that they ever 
yielded up the possession of their lands under it. Certain it is, that it 
was not ratified until three years afterwards, (in 1808~) when the consid­
eration of $2,000 was introduced into it, to which the other contracting 
parties never did assent; but it was never promulgated, nor can it be 
now found upon the statute hooks like any other treaty, if indeed a treaty 
it may be called, nor were its stipulations ever complied with on the 
part of the United States. 

Governor Dotv states that General Leavenworth did not consider 
Pike's treaty as bin <ling upon either the government or upon the Indians, 
and that such was the opinion of General Cass; that the Faribaults 
had rendered essential services to the United States ; and hence it was 
that General Leavenworth had consented to the reservation of this 
island to them, as uy the permanent residence of that family at that place 
he expected to derive and did derive the greatest advantages from their 
efforts to establish and maintain friendly relations between the Indians 
and the whites. 

Honorable H. H. Sibley says, that in 1819 the island was transferred 
by the Sioux to Pelagic Faribault, an Indian woman of their own tribe; 
that gifts of this kind were at that time very common with the Indians; 
that Mrs. Faribault was then living upon the island, and so continued 
until1821, when Colonel Snelling, who succeeded Colonel Leavenworth, 
and changed the original site of the fort, ordered her to remove; and 
he refers also to the pledge given by the Secretary of War to the Sioux, 
at the treaty of 1837, that Mrs. Faribault's claims should not be prejudiced 
by their being omitted in the treaty; and adds, that the husband and 
sons of Mrs. Faribault were most active in promoting the views of the 
government in the Sioux negotiation. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in a letter to the Secretary of War, 
of the date of the 28th February, 1839, says: 

"As a principle of general observance, the United States, in my judg­
ment, cannot recognize such grants. This case, however, occupies a 
position of its own. The island is wanted for the purposes of the gov­
ernment, and to avoid delay, difficulty, and controversy, it may he 
judicious to purchase it. I therefore think, under all the circumstances, 
that an appropriation should be asked for, and the negotiation for the 
purchase opened, &c. 

"T. HARTLEY CRAW]"'ORD." 
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In 1825 the Sioux, Chippewas, and other tribes, made a treaty, and in 
defining the boundary liues they say in the lOth article: "It being well 
understood that the reservations at J<""~ever river, at the Ouisconsin, and 
at St. Peter's, and the lands properly belonging thereto, are not claimed 
by either of said tribes." Thus it seems to be universally conceded that 
the island in question was and is the property of Mrs. Faribault, and 
that her (Indian) title thereto has not been extinguished by the United 
States. 

The committee are unanimously of the opinion that long-delayed justice 
ought now to he done to the memorialists, and ·they therefore again report 
the bill authorizing the payment to them of $12,000, with interest from 
the date of the contract, and recommend its passage. 

'\VASHINGTON, April 7, 1857. 
SIR: Believing that the interests of the people of :Minnesota would 

be promoted by the sale of the Fort Snelling and Ripley reservations, I 
most respectfully recommend that they be sold, the former under the 
" act authorizing the sale of certain military sites," approved March 3, 
1819, and the latter under a supplementary act. (Section 4 of the 
"act making appropriations for the support of the army," approved 
:March 3, 1857.) Fort Snelling will, probably, be required for a depot, 
and with it say 40 acres of the present reservation. Large resernttions 
are injurious to the intere~ts of the citizens, often preventing improve­
ments by the State, county, or town. Fort Ripley cannot be longer 
wanted by the United States for any purpose; and I respectfully suggest 
that an officer of the army be sent to survey these reservations, and 
divide them into lots or quarter sections not exceeding 160 acres each ; 
the surveys, if practicable, to conform with those made under the gen­
eral land system. An agent should advertise these lands for sale in the 
principal papers of the northwest, at public auction, to the highest bid­
der; and, to prevent combinations among purchasers, a minimum price 
might be fixed by the War Department. 

There are persons now residing upon each of these reservations who 
have made Yery large improvements. Some of them have resided on 
them for over 20 years. Upon Fort Ripley reservation some of the 
locations were made long before it was selected for a military site. 
These settlers should not be forced to bid against their own improve­
ments. They should be alloweu to purchase of the agent, at $1 ~5 per 
acre, (which is more than the land was worth when they first became 
residents upon it,) the land they have improved or built upon, say not 
more than :120 acres each. This may seem to be a large quantity, but 
when the facts arc duly considered that these very persons were the first 
pioneers into what was then a wild and unknown region; that they 
have spent their time and their means upon this laud, and that, too, un­
der the most trying circumstances, at a period when the country was 
considered valueless; and that by their sufferings they have opened up 
and made valuable what was then a wilderness, their labor will be but 
poorly recompensed. The first among this class are the old traders of' 
the northwest; the Missourians, the settlers, and those who, 1 y the per­
mission of the department, established ferries, opened fields, &c., for 
the convenience of the troops. 

At Fort Snelling a part of the reserve extends over a graveyard 
including a Catholic church, a map of which is on file in your depart' 
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ment. This case is one which particularly merits the attention of the 
War Department. The congregation claim only 25 acres of the reserve, 
to enable them to cover their improvements, most of them being outside. 

The whole number of persons entitled to consideration as settlers on 
these reservations will not, I think, exceed ten. I hope that early action 
may be taken in these matters, as large bodies of unsettled lands, over 
which our citizens cannot exercise control, make roads, build bridges, 
or school-houses, are of great annoyance. The Fort Ripley reservation 
embraces nearly a half of one of our counties, and on the Mississippi 
river extends over 25 miles, thus effectually locking up that stream from 
the people of the county. I will here state that land adjoining this 
reserve can yet be had for $1 25 per acre. 

· With great respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY l\£. RICE. 

Hon. J. B. FLOYD, 
Secretary of War. 

[Endorsed on-the above.] 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. In regard to the 
reduction of the reserve and the sale of any part of the site of Fort 
Snelling, I have the honor -to state that the propriety of either will de­
pend upon the military policy adopted by the administration. If the 

. troops are to be kept as much as possible concentrated at central points, 
where they can be cheaply supplied when not in the field, there is no 
place near the northern frontier so suitable as Fort Snelling. Troops 
can have their winter quarters there, and when operations become 
necessary can be thrown forward wit"b. all necessar,y supplies, and in 
numbers to insure the best moral as well as physical effect. To an 
Indian enemy our troops should never be shown except in imposing 
numbers. If this policy is to be adopted-and it is certainly the true 
policy-not a foot of the site of Fort Snelling can be spared without 
weakening the defences of the frontier. If, however, a different policy 
is to prevail, and the troops are to be thrown out along the extreme 
frontier, unprotected, in small detachments, then a quarter-section of 
land, with the buildings, and the control of the ferries on the public 
lands, will be sufficient for a mere depot of supplies ; but the persons 
alluded to by Mr. Rice haYe no claim to any part of the site. That site 
derives its present value from the expenditures of the government and 
the labors of the troops. Sutlers and ferry-men who have settled 
around the post did so for their own advantage, and ought not to have 
any preference over others. If the site be divided and sold, it would be 
unjust to the whole country to give them an advantage over any other 
citizen. If any one class should have a preference over other classes, it 
should be the private soldiers, whose labors first gave value to the place, 
or their descendants. · 

As to the site of Fort Ripley, I recommend that the reserve be re­
duced to a section or a half section around the barracks and other build­
ings; but that all the buildings be retained until it be ascertained 
whether they may not be required for winter quarters for the troops. 

THOS. S. JESUP, 

APRIL 15, 1857. 
Quartermaster General. 
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WASHINGTON CITY, D. C., June 17, 1857. 
SIR: I had the honor to hand you our report this morning, and con­

tract for the sale of the Fort Snelling property, and was sorry that the 
press of business upon you prevented my being able to converse with 
you upon the subject, and give you some information not contained in our 
report. Major Eastman had been on the ground for some time, and was 
fully aware of all the movements going on, and the combinations being 
formed to get the property for at least one-fifth of the price at which we 
sold it, if the sale was made in small lots, and at about one-half of what it 
brought if sold at public auction all together. I found in mixing with the 
people, (to whom I was entirely unknown,) that the subject of the sale 
was discussed at the dinner-table and on the streets, and the plan of ope­
rations appeared to be ~ettled; that the lots should bring from $1 25 tp 
$2 50 per acre, not to exceed $2 50, and if all the property should be 
offered together, they stated the price should not exceed $50,000 . 

.As we were limited in the price to $7 50 per acre, the combination 
that had been formed would have prevented any sale whatever. We con­
sider this the best sale that has ever been made, as may be seen from the 
records. 

There is one fact to which I would call your attention, and that is the 
great prejudice existing in the public mind against tb e sale of 
any land belonging to the United States at more than $1 25 per acre. 
Where such land is located, even the best and most respectable persons 
will unite to prevent the sale at over $1 25 per acre. The party to whom 
we sold this property, after the closest investigation, we :find to be 
responsible in every respect, and can and will give the government any 
security required. Had we sold to any one else, justice would require 
that the party should receive from the government from $25,000 to $30,000 
for the improvements which he owned upon the property, and which had 
been placed there for the accommodation of the government officers. 

The parties forming the combination being disappointed in their 
scheme, will, in all probability, make complaint of the sale, but it will 
be only the complaint of the disappointed in obtaining the property for 
much less than its value. 

It is not necessary for me to state to you that I looked alone to the 
interest of the government in this matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. JoHN B. FLOYD, 
Secretary of War. 

WM. KING HEISKELL. 

Mr. Gordon will please send me the report, &c., of the agents to sell Fort 
Snelling. 

.A. H. DRINKARD. 
Sent up February 25, 1858 . 

.Articles of agreement made and entered into this 6th day of June, 
1857, by and between Seth Eastman, major United States army, and 
Wm. King Heiskell agents of the United States government, of the :first 
part, and Franklin Steele, of Fort Snelling, Minnesota Territory, of the 
second part, to wit : The party of the :first part have this day sold to the 
party of the second part all that tract or reserve of laud known as the 
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military reservatiop. of Fort Snelling, with the improvements thereon, 
excepting and reserving twenty (20) acres, described as follows, to wit: 
Commencing at the southeast corner of fraction No. (1) one, in section No. _ 
(28) twenty-eight, in township (28) twenty-eight, in range (23) twenty-three; 
running north forty (40) rods; thence west eighty (80) rods; thence south 
( 40) forty rods; thence east (80) eighty rods, to the place of beginning; 
the same being reserved for a Catholic church and burial-ground, where 
the church and burial-ground now is. Also, excepting and reserving the 
northwest quarter of section (20) twenty, in township (28) twenty-eight, 
in range (23) twenty three, containing ten acres; the same being reserved 
for a Protestant graveyard. For and in consideration of the above, 
the party of the second part agrees, and hereby binds himself, heirs, 
executors, and administrators, to pay to the United States government, 
or an authorized agent or agents, the sum of ninety thousand dollars; 
one-third of said sum payable on the lOth day of July next, and the res­
idue in two equal annual payments thereafter. The said tract of land 
or reservation contains about seven thousand acres. Possession of the 
said lands and improvements to be given as soon as the Secretary of 
vV ar can dispense with it for military purposes, and a deed given when 
the first payment aforesaid is made, and satisfactory securi~y for the 
deferred payments given and approved by the Secretary of War, or 
agents appointed for that purpose. 

As witness our hands and seals the day and year above written. 

Approved. 

SETH EASTMAN, [SEAL.] 
llfajor U. S. A., Agent. 

Wl\f. KING HEISKELL, f SEAL.] 
Agent, &c. 

FRANKLIN STEELE. [SEAL.] 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Secretary of War. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 2d July, 1857. 

[Special Orders No. 109.-Extract.] 

'VAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
TVashington, July 31, 1857. 

l. The first instalment of the purchase money of Fort Snelling having 
been paid into the treasury, the military reservation and property per­
taining thereto, excepting the fort and other buildings, which are required 
for the use of the troops at the post, will be put in the immediate pos­
session of Mr. Franklin Steele. The military post will be maintained 
until further orders. * * * * * 

By order of the Secretary of War : 
S. COOPER, 

Adjutant General. 

, WAR DEPARTMENT, October 28, 1858. 
The Secretary of War desires that the Quartermaster General will 

have a copy of the contract of sale of Fort Snelling made and sent up 
to him as soon as it is practicable. 

Very respectfully, 
H. DRINKARD. 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL U.S. Army. 
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NEW YORK, Jamtw·y 22, 1850. 
SIR : I am much surprhmd to learn that you have directed proceeding~-; 

to be instituted against me upon the contract for the purchase of Fort 
Snelling. 

I did not suppose that the War Department would be disposed to 
second the eftort of certain members of Congress in the bitter \Yarfare 
upon me in this matter, the tendency and design of which was, no doubt, 
to injure me personally as well as to depreciate the value of the property. 

It i~ quite probable that you may have heard that I intended, in con­
sequence of the action of Congress, and its influence upon the property, 
to decline further payment, until some allowance was made by the gov­
ernment for the damages that I have sustained consequent upon the 
action of Congress in the investigation of the subject. 

That I would be justifiable in taking such a course, I think you cannot 
deny. At least, I am advised by eminent counsel that I have a legal 
as well as an equitable claim upon the government for damages thm:.:. 
sustained. 

Permit me here to remark that I feel that you have done me a Rtill 
greater wrong by lending your official station in virtually sustaining the 
course of malicious persons in and out of Congress, to injure me per­
sonally, and to depreciate the property; still I attribute your action to 
the consideration to which I have alluded. 

Now I do not desire litigation with the War Department. I am willing 
to pay the full amount called for by the contract. Having already pai~l 
$30,000 upon the purchase, it seems to me that I have a right to ask a 
little leniency at the hands of the government. 

Had Congress not interfered, to the great injury of the property, the 
payment would have been promptly made. 

As I have said, I want no litigation with the government, and now 
propose, for the purpose of avoiding it, that you withdraw the contract 
from the hands of the attorney to whom it was sent, and I will waive 
all claim to damages and make a payment of $10,000 within four months, 
and the balance due as soon thereafter as possible, and the payment here­
after falling due in accordance with the terms of the contract. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. FRANKLIN STEELE .. 

Hon. J. B. FLOYD, Secretnr.lJ of War. 

\\r ASIIINGTON, A.pril 8, 1856. 
SIR: Several citizens of Minnesota have taken steps to bridge the 

Mississippi river near Fort Snelling, provided the honorable Secretary 
of War will grant permission for the same, with the privilege of passing 
through the reservation. For your information on the subject, I will 
state that the route proposed is the great thoroughfare from St. Paul, 
the capital of the TerritorJT, to and through the valley of the Minnesota 
river to the Sioux and \Vinnebago agencies and Fort Ridgley. It is alRo 
a mail route. 

In behalf of the citizens engaged in the enterprise, I will ask the 
above upon the condition that the location of the bridge and the routP 
of the road shall not interfere with the fort, or in any way inconvenience 
the military operation of the fort or in the reservation. The troops and 
munitions of war to pass and repass free of charge over said bridge ~o 
long as the fort shall be occupied for military ptuposes. 

H. Ex. Doc. 9--6 
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The road and mail now pass over the reservation, and the river is 
crossed by a ferry, which is often impracticable, and always troublesome. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
HENRY M. RICE. 

Ron. JEFF. DAVIS, Secreta,ry of War. 

WAR DEPRT~IENT, Washington, April18, 1856. 
SIR: In reply to your letter of the 5th instant, in behalf of citizens of 

Minnesota, who are preparing to bridge the Mississippi river near Fort 
Snelling, asking from this department permission for the same, with the 
privilege offpassing through the re~;;ervation attached to the post, I have 
the honor to state that in several cases the right of way through the 
sites of forts has, upon prescribed conditions, been granted by special 
acts of Congress, and I deem it inexpedient to enter into any contract 
for such rights without such legislation. 

The question of the right to bridge the Mississippi will, it is expected, 
be soon decided by the Supreme Cmu't. My own'"opinion is adverse to 
the claim of such right. " 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFF'N DAVIS, 

Ron. H. M. RICE, House of Re_presentcttives. 
Secretary of War. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Septernber 28, 1857. 

SIR: In your letter of the 26th instant you enclose me a written agree­
ment between the agents of the United States and Franklin Steele for 
the sale of the Fort Snelling reserve, together with two letters addressed 
to you by Mrs. Steele's agent, and you ask my official opinion thereon. 
You make no statement of facts and put no question of law, but leave 
me to infer from the naked papers what point it is upon which you desire 
my advice. 

Mr. Steele agreed to purchase the property for the sum of $90,000, to 
be paid in three equal annual payments, on the 1st day of July, 1857, 
1858 and 1859. 

I take it for granted, (though you do not say so,) that the first instal­
ment of $30,000 has already been paid. He is entitled, by the terms of 
his contract, to a deed for the whole property, upon his giving "satis­
factory security" for the balance of the purchase money. 

What he now desires is some arrangement for securing the $60,000 
which he yet owes, in such a manner that 2,000 acres of the land. will be 
free from incumbrance. 

The War Department has power given it by Congress to sell the land 
in question. Having sold it, your power is exhausted. You can do 
nothing more except to enforce the rights and perform the obligations 
which the agreement created. The authority to make a contract implies 
no authority to change it after it is made. This contract entitles the 
purchaser to a deed as soon as he pays one-third of the price and gives 
"sat.isfactory security" for the remainder. A mortgage upon the whole 
of the land. would be satisfactory, no doubt, since it is not to be presumed 
that property which sold once for $90,000 would sell again for less than 
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$60,000. But it may also be true that a lien on 2,000 acres less than the 
whole tract would be sufficient. This is a matter of fact-a question for 
your own judgment and discretion to answer. You may take any security 
which you may deem sufficient, remembering always that security for a 
debt is that which makes it absolutely safe. 

I am, most truly, yotu·s, &c., 
J. S. BLACK. 

Ron. J. B. FLoYD, Secretary of War. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 1, 1868. 

SIR: I have this day received from the Quartermaster General the 
enclosed papers in response to a resolution of your committee which I 
had the honor to receive in your letter of the 16th ultimo. 

The other papers called for in that resolution were forwarded to you 
some days since. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 

Secretary of W a1·. 
Ron. H. C. BURNETT, 

Chairman Special Com., &c., &c., &c., House of Representcttives. 

The chairman of the select committee in the Fort Snelling case is very 
urgent for the papers called for from this department, and says that the 
members of the committee complain very much of the delay, and that 
they will not meet again until they get the papers. 

WAR DEPARTMENr:t;, February 1, 1858. 
-- DRINKARD, C. C. 

J\Iaps of survey, (this will be furnished by the War Department,) kind, 
value, and extent of improvements made by government or by private 
persons. 

The "whole construction account of the fort made by the department 
up to the time of sale; " also letters or other information from officers 
connected with the military service, made before the sale in regard to its 
propriety. 

Expendittttre at Fort Snelling for repcdrs and e.xtra dtttty men. 

1825 ----------------· $2,123 48 
1826 - - - - - - - -- - . - - . - - - 1, 039 33 
1827 - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - . - 1, 84 7 44 
1828 -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - 469 96 
1829----------------- 310 24 
1830 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. 249 07 
1831 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. 264 30 
1832 - - - - - - . - - - - - - .. .. 190 80 
1833 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 418 82 
1834 .... - . - - - - .... - .. 654 54 

1835 ... -- .. - ...... - .. 
1836 .... --.------- ... 
1837--.--.- ..... -.---
1838 .. -. -·- .. - ·---.-. 
1839 .. -- - - - - - - - - - .. - -
1840- ... -·----.-----. 
1841 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... 
1842---- .. ----------. 
1843 ... --------.--.-. 
1844 ......... - ...... . 

$858 29 
793 00 
946 43 
691 25 

1,230 31 
923 00 
800 74 
693 25 
241 02 

1,003 84 
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1845 - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - $4, 071 58 
1846 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5, 831 54 
184 7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1, 144 94 
1848 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 64 68 
1849 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5, 701 36 
1850----------------- 4, 073· 02 
1851 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1, 342 67 

1852------------- _._--
1853-----------.-----
1854----.---.---------
1855.--------.-.-----
1856---.------ .. -----

$866 71 
2,629 85 

619 54 
1, 748 34 

10,159 91 

Total. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 54, 701 15 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested by the chairman to 
communicate further to this committee the proposition to purchase tbe 
Fort Snelling reservation made by the Ron. Mr. Rice and Franklin Steele, 
referred to in reply of General Jesup, transmitted to the committee on 
yesterday, a copy of the report of Colonel Thomas to General Scott, on 
the propriety of making the sale, a copy of the letter of the Ron. Mr. 
Smith, addressed to him in April last, on the subject of said sale, together 
.with his answer thereto, and with propositions made by other persons 
before or after the enactment authorizing said sale, and his answers 
thereto, and also the construction account for said fort, for a term of :five 
years previous to said sale, specifying its particulars by date. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, February 5, 1858. 

SIR: I herewith forward a copy of a resolution adopted by the special 
committee appointed to investigate the sale of the Fort Snelling reser­
vation. 

Your early attention will oblige, yours, very respectfully, 
H. C. BURNETT, 

Chairman, &c., &c. 
Ron. J. B. FLOYD, 

Secretary of War. 

\V AR DEPARTMEN'l', 
Washington, February 8, 1858. 

SIR: I have received yours of tbe 5th instant, transmitting a copy of 
a resolution of your committee asking for copies of certain papers relating 
to the ·sa!e of the Fort Snelling reservation; and in reply, I have the 
honor herewith to enclose copies of all tbe papers referred to that are 
on :file in this department. Copies ofthe replies to Mr. Smith and others 
were not retained, but the character of those replies may be inferred from 
the following copy of a memorandum of the material part of my instruc­
tions to the agents, which was written by my direction, upon the letter 
of Mr. Smith, dated the 21st April, 1857, as the substance of my reply 
to that and similar inquiries : "Have it carefully surveyed :first, divided 
into lots of 40 acres each. The object to obtain the largest amount 
for the government and give all who desire it an opportunity to pur­
chase." 

I also enclose herewith a copy of a letter which I addressed to Mr. 
Smith on the 21st of July last, on the same subject. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 

Secretary of War. 
Ron. H. C. BURNETT, 

Chairman Special Committee, &c., &c., House of Reps. 



SALE OF FORT SNELLING RESERV .A.'riON. 85 

[Endorsement on above.] 

FORT SNELLING 00MMIT'l'EE, 
House of Representatives, Febntary 5, 1858. 

Hon. H. C. Burnett, Chairman. 
Transcript copy of resolution of the committee asking for copies of 

certain papers relating to the sale of Fort Snelling reser-vation. 

[Endorsement 208.] 

Secretary of War refers letter from the Select Committee of the House 
of Representati-ves on the Fort Snelling reser-vation dated February 5, 
1858, enclosing copy of a resolution calling for information relative to 
sale of said site, with a copy of this reply. 

ReceiYed February 22, 1858. 

CoMMITTEE RooM FoR'l' SNELLING INVESTIGATION, 
Washington, February 9, 1858. 

SIR: I am directed by the committee of the House of Representatives 
to investigate the facts and circumstances connected with the sale of the 
military reservation at Fort Snelling, to request that you will furnish to 
said committee" copy of letters addressed by the Hon. Robert Smith 
and by Mr. Reynolds, late district attorney of Missouri, to the Secretary 
of War, asking for information as to the time and manner of the sale of 
the Fort Snelling reservation, and also copies of all other letters on the 
subject, with the replies of the Secretary of War, .if any, thereto." 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. C. BURNETT, Chairrnan. 

Hon. J OIIN B. FLOYD, 
Secretary of War. 

[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. I believe that all the 
papert:~ in this office relating to the subject referred to within have been 
returned to the War Office. It is possible there may be reports in the 
Adjutant General's office on the subject. 

THOS. S. JESSUP. 
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

Febrttary 13, 1858. 

The Adjutant General submits herewith the only communication which 
bas been received at this office, having reference to the sale of the mili­
tary reservation at Fort Snelling, and he has written no letter upon the 
snqject other than that transmitting to the General-in-chief a copy of 
the endorsement of the Secretary of War upon Colonel Thomas's report. 

Respectfully, 

ADJUTAN'l' GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
February 18, 1858. 

S. COOPER, 
AdJutant Gene'i·al. 
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INDIAN .A.FF AIRS. 

The Sioux Indians, who, by treaty some four years since, gave up their 
lands, are now located on a reserve ten miles wide, lying on both sides 
of the Minnesota river, extending from below Fort Ridgley a few miles 
to Lake Travers. They are in bands as follows: 

~fed-a-wah-lcan-toans, in seven bands, and number about 2,200, called 
lower bands, and they occupy the lower part of the reserve. Their 
agency is 12 miles above Fort Ridgley. 

Inlc-pa-duta and his people are of one of their bands, outcasts from the 
tribe. He some time since killed the chief of his band. 

Wakpa-tons .-Number about 500. 
Wah-pa-cutahs.-Number about 150. 
Sissetons.-N umber about 350. 
These three latter-named bands occupy the upper part of the reserve, 

and have their agency at the mouth of the Yellow Medicine river. These 
Indians are peaceably disposed towards the whites. They have been 
held accountable for the murder of Ink-pa-duta's people, and their annui­
ties, in money, .have been withheld until the murderers are brought in. 
This measure caused the recent threatening attitude at the agency. 
They were finally pacified, and are still quiet. Parties under Little 
Crow are now out in search of lnk-pa-duta and his small band. 

The reserve is destitute of game, and the Indians must leave it to 
obtain food. If they remain on their own ground their sufferings will be 
great, for they planted but little, and much of that was destroyed by 
grasshoppers ; and what was left to the Sissetons by these insects was 
pretty much destroyed by the Y anctons returning in bad humor from 
the council. On clucks and fish they can subsist until the depths of 
winter, but then they will pass through the country for food, and may 
thus be brought into difficulties with the whites. I earnestly recommend 
that some provision be made for them; humanity demands it. I men­
tioned these views to the superintendent, Mr. Cullen, who cordially 
approved of them. The governor of the Territory also approves of the 
measure. 

The enemies of the Sioux are the Chippewas, who occupy the north­
eastern part of Minnesota. 

Yancton.r; and Yanctonais, also Sioux.-They occupy the large extent 
of country between the Big Sioux river and Missouri, and up to the 
British possessions. Their number is not known. 

They are mounted and hunt the buffalo. They receive no annuities; 
only one treaty has ever been made with them, a treaty of peace made 
in 1825 by the late General Atkinson. They claim that portion of the 
country sold by the Sissetons, in which is situated the pipe-stone quarry. 
This caused them to appear at the council and demand from the Sisse­
tons part of the annuity. At the former payment they received part of 
the goods, but this time they claimed part of the money. The Sissetons 
dare not refuse, for the Y anctons are warlike and numerous. The Y anc­
tons complain of a road being made through their country by M1·. Noble; 
and also that the whites are settling on their lands. This is supposed 
to refer principally to the lands sold by the Sissetons. The Y anctons 
and Chippewas are enemies. The governor of Minnesota is anxious 
that a treaty be made with these Indians for the southern part of their 
country. 

Winnebagoes.-Number about 2,100. They occupy, as a reserve, 18 
townships of land on the Blue Earth river, south of the town of Markato. 
They are building houses and cultivating the land. They are perfectly 
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peaceable; but if disposed to be hostile, the troops at Fort Ridgley would 
soon be in their country. 

The vVinnebagoes are perfectly friendly with the Sioux, but are in 
enmity with the C:uippewas. The country between them and the Chip­
pewas is now too thickly settled with whites to admit of either nation 
sending out war parties. 

Ohippeu.Yts.-'rhey nnm ber about 5,000, and are located on about seven 
reserves, Gull lake, Leach lake, Red lake, Mills lake, and Sandy lake, a 
reserve on each, and one or two on Lake Superior. They are reserves, 
both of the Sioux and vVinnebagoes, and against the former send out 
war partie~. Since the withdra,Yal of the troops from Fort Ripley, they 
are said to have assumed a more defiant tone towards the white settlers 
near their reserves. The town of Urowning is near the reserve on Gull 
lake, where the Indians resort in numbers to obtain spirituous liquor. 
After the payment of their annuity in the early part of the month, in 
their drunken frolics seYeral Indians were killed, and, it is said, one 
white man. The Rev. l\Ir. Breck felt compelled to abandon his mission 
at Leach lake, in consequence of the threats of the Indians; and the Re-v. 
l\Ir. Peet, at the Gull Lake mission, fears he may have to abandon his 
mission. Already some cattle have been killed. It is stated also that 
depredations haye been committed upon a party cutting lumber; some 
of the people are excit~d on the subject, and they fear difficulties with 
these Indians. 

I consider that Fort Ripley should be regarrisoned by at least one 
company, preferably dragoons, but such troops cannot be sent to this 
post this winter. Troops at Fort Ripley will control the Chippewas 
and quiet the fears of the people. . 

Fort Ridgley should be maintained with its present garrison of 
three companies; when mounted companies c~n be sent, two companies 
of dragoons should replace two companies of infantry. 

A military post is required on I.;ake Traverse, or, if building materials 
cannot be obtained at Graham's Point, on the Red riyer. This position 
would guard the passwa,y to the buffalo range west of that river. Colo­
nel Smith's report of his exploration to Pembina will give valuable infor­
mation on this point. There is no necessity whatever, in a military point 
of view, in the establishment of a military post above this point on the 
Red river. 

It may be necessary next year to establish a post on the Big Sioux, at 
the junction of Red Pipe-stone creek, where timber is said to be abun­
dant. On the James river, west of that, there is no timber. The post 
would have to be supplied from the Missouri. The whites are already 
pressing to the Sioux riyer, and collisions may take place between them 
1tnd the Y anctons. 

So long as the Indians remain in Minnesota, so long must troops be 
kept in the Territory. To suppl:r the troops a depot is essentially neces­
sary at Fort Snelling, and I consider that the post should not have been 
sold. All the necessary' buildings were here with a reserve ample for 
any purpose. A condition of the sale, I understand, is that the building 
shall be kept as long as required. They should not be given up; and, 
if possible, from 500 to 1,000 acres of land should be reserved. A wagon 
train must be kept up, and at no point can the animals be kept at so 
cheap a rate as here. Hay can be cut and stacked at $4 per ton, and 
grain be purchased cheaper than in the interior. If a depot is not kept 
here, it must be established in St. Paul, and at a largel;r increased 
expense. 
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The mounted troops necessary for this region (and there should be 
three or four companies) could be kept at Fort Snelling at less cost than 
elsewhere, and be in high condition to make an excursion into the Yank­
ton country during the hunting season, when a good impression would 
be made upon the Indians. 

I do not know under what circumstances the post of Fort Snelling was 
sold; but I am perfectly certain that no military man on the spot at all 
acquainted with the state of affairs would have recommended the measure. 

Hitherto, when an annuity was to be paid, a small number of men 
were ordered to be present to keep the peace; but as all the Indians are 
congregated on such an occasion, I think this a proper time for a large 
display of troops ; and at the next payment to the Sioux all the disposa­
ble force should be sent to the agency. The effect would be highly 
beneficial. 

In regard to the four artillery companies at Fort Snelling, although 
they may not be required to quell Indian disturbances, being here and 
in position, they might be kept until the spring, and, in conjunction with 
the other troops, make an excursion into the Indian country. Whatever 
is to be done in regard to them should be determined at once, as winter 
in this climate will soon come around. 

I shall leave this post for Fort Brady to-morrow. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. THOMAS, 

Jjeut. General WINFIELD SCOTT, 
Assistant Adjuta.nt General. 

Commanding in Chiej: lYest Point, New Yorlc. 

[Endorsement.] 

vVAR DEPART~IENT, .A~tgust 29, 1857. 
This report is sufficiently clear in its statement of facts connected with 

the Indian tribes. The dissertation about Fort Snelling, it::; sale, and 
the importance of it for a military depot, is a gratuitous intermeddling 
in a matter already disposed of by competent authorit,y. 

Whatever may be the opinion of a" military man" as to keeping up a 
military post in the heart of a settled country to hold Indians in subjec­
tion who roam through the forests many days' journey away fi:om it, a 
man of common apprehension '\Yould conclude that the proper place for 
forts and troops was amongst tlle Indians to be held in subjection. 
vVben the United Btates army are set to "cutting and stacking bay," it 
is possible a still more eligible point may be selected for the purpose, 
near to the Indian settlement, where the troops would need those sup­
plies. When this department is required to report to subordinates; 
'' under what circumstances the post at Fort Snelling was sold," or any 
other act was done, that duty shall be performed, but until then, "a 
military man" will probably understand that a superior in authority is 
not to be called on for an explanation of an order. 

J. B. FLOYD, 
Secretary of War. 

FORT SNELLING, MINNESOTA, July 19, 1858. 
I herepy certify that Captain A. vY. Heynold~, assistant quartermaster 

United States army, has this day transfene<l and delivered to me Fort 
Snelling, in the State of Minnesota, of which I am the purchaser, and 
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that the property has been turned over to me in as complete a manner 
as the said Captain A. W. Reynolds was authorized and empowered to 
do, in pursuance to an order to him from the Quartermaster General's 
office, dated Washington city, July 9, 1858. 

FRANKLIN STEELE. 

FORT SNELLING, MINNESO'l.'A, J~tly 19, 1858. 
Whereas the following instructions have been received by me from the 

Quartermaster General's Department, viz: 

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington city, J'ltly 9, 1858. 

SIR: In compliance with instructions from the Secretary of War, you 
will immediately transfer Fort Snelling to Mr. Franklin Steele, by whom 
it has been purchased. Take his acknowledgement of its receipt and 
forward it to this office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient seryant, 

Captain A. W. REYNOLDS, 

T. S. JBSUP, 
Quartermaster General. 

Assistant Quarterm(:tster, Fort Snelling. 

Now, be it known to all men, that in pursuance to the above order, I 
have this day transferred, and do hereby transfer, to the said Franklin 
Steele, purchaser of the same, the aforesaid Fort Snelling, giving him, 
the said Franklin Steele, as ample and perfect possession and as fully 
conveying and tram;ferring the same as I am able or authorized and 
empowered to do by the above order. 

A. W. REYNOLDS, 
Captain and Assistaut Quartermaster U. S. A. 

FORT SNELLING, MINNESOTA, July 20, 1858. 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 9th instant, directing me to transfer 

Fort Snelling to Mr. Franklin Steele, the purchaser of the property, 
reached me day before yesterday. The instructions contained therein 
have been complied with, and I have now the honor to enclose herewith 
Mr. Steele's acknowledgement of the receipt of the fort, together with a 
copy of my letter to him making the transfer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. W. REYNOLDS, 

Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 
J\Iajor General T. S. JEsuP, 

Quartermaster General U. S. A., Washington city, D. C . . 
FOR'l' SNELLING, 1\{INl\TESOTA TERRITORY, 

June 10, 1857. 
SIR: Agreeable to your instructions of the 25th l\1ay last, we have 

Yisited and carefu11y examined the military reservation at this place and 
the improyements thereon made by the United States and by citizens. 
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We find that those made by the government were for military purposes, 
and mostly of such a nature as to render them almost valueless for any 
other. The fort and out-buildings upon the reRerve were erected many 
years ago, and owing to its then isolated condition they could not have 
been built with any great degree of pen;nanency, which, with the great 
lapse of time since their erection, leaves them now in a dilapidated con­
dition; we are confident that all of the improvements could not be sold 
for more than $20,000, and are of the opinion that were the;y to he sold 
by themselves they would not bring more than half that sum. As an 
evidence of this we respectfully refer to the sale of Port .Atkinson, which 
solcl some three years ago at public sale for less than $4,000; would also 
refer to the improvements at the late Winnebago agency, which sold two 
years ago for about $7,000, and this, too, with a guarantee that the pur­
chaser should have the right to enter the land at $1 25 per acre ; these 
improvements cost the Indian department over $100,000 and were •all 
made since 1848, and the military reserve at Fort Winnebago was sold 
latel~r at $2 30 per acre, while the land owners were asking and selling 
their lands in the neighborhood at $50 or up,yards per acre. 

We find upon the reservation extensive improvements made by citi­
zens, the cost of which canuot be less than $30,000; they date back some 
20 years, and we also find that they are all owned and in posseRsion of 
the post sutler, Franklin Steele, esq. lVIany of the improvements were 
made by himself, with the knowledge and consent of the offier r in com­
mand at the time. He has a large and elegant dwelling, with houses 
corresponding. The fort is so situated at the junction of the 1\Iississippi 
and l\finnesota that a ferry, for the accommodation of tl1e fort, across 
each river, has been indispensable, and we find that Mr. Steele was auth­
orized to establislt and maintain said ferries, which lle did, and has for 
years transferred officers and men and munitions of war across, day and 
night, free of charge to the government. He bas built ferry-houses, put 
on, and coustantly kept, boats of the best class, and had men constantly 
in attendance. He has also built a warehouse. There is a large and 
valuable stone building with a frame addition, making an extensive 
house, which has been furnished and used as a hotel, which could not 
have cost less than $15,000. The stone part was built in the year 1837, 
by a Mr. Baker, afterwards sutler at Fort Snelling. It was sold to Ken­
neth McKenzie, esq., who, in 1853, put on the extensive addition alluded 
to, put the entire building in good order, and furnished it for a house of 
accommodation. Mr. Steele having arranged with Mr. Kenneth McKen­
zie for this property, and secured the government from all claims from 
this source, we are positive, therefore, in saying that Mr. Steele is the 
onl:y claimant to the improvements upon the same made by citizens. 
Upon questioning Mr. Steele he very frankly said that he did not go on 
the said reservation, neither did he make or purchase improvements 
upon the same, with the expectation of having the pre-emption right 
extended to him, and we could not come to the conclusion that he should 
have the right to purchase the lands covering his improvements at $1 25 
per acre. It is true, his improvements have cost a large amount, but 
then, for each separate and valuable one, to permit him to purchase 1GO 
acres, the amount of land he would be thus enabled to obtain at that 
price would amount to nearly 1,000 acres, or one-seventh of the reserva­
tion. 

With a view to ascertain the best manner of disposing of this reserva­
tion under your instructions, we came to the conclusion that, unless we 
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sold the same at private sale, it would in all probability be sold at little 
if any over $1 25 per acre, and for the following reasons: 

First. In 1852, 26th August, Statutes at J_;arge, vol. 10, page 36, Con­
gress passed a law reducing the then reservation, (of which this is a part,) 
and directed that the Commissioner of the General Land Office should 
sell that not then wanted for military purposes at public sale. The same 
was surveyed and ad\ertised for sale in the principal papers throughout 
the country. Three months' notice was given and the lands proclaimed 
for sale in 1853 at Stillwater, and all tllan offered were sold for $1 25 per 
acre. That part of the old reservation on the west side of the river was 
not sold, in consequence of the maps not having reached the land office 
on the day of sale. Persons went on and made claims without the au­
thority of law, and then appealed to Congress for relief, and that on the 
2d of March, 1855, an act was passed allowing each claimant to pre-emp­
tion not exceeding 160 acres, each at $1 25 per acre. Some of this land 
embraces a portion of the Falls of St. Anthony, and had improvements 
made upon the S3Jme by the government, and was much more valuable 
than any part of the present reservation. We also collected such informa­
tion in regard to tbe sales of other reservations as our time under the 
circun;tstances would admit, and found that they seldom brought over 
$1 25 per acre, when sold at private sale. We also, upon good authority, 
ascertained that combinations were being formed for the ptupose of pur­
chasing these lands at the usual government price, and wore satisfied 
that justice could not be done the government unless we sold at private 
sale, and after a careful examination of the property we estimated its 
value at $90,000, which is more than $12 per acre, and $5 more per acre 
than the minimum fixed by the Secretary of War. 

The question then arose as to the improvements made by 1\fr. Steele. 
We could not admit that he was such a settler as would come under ymu' 
instructions, for he admitted that he had never been induced to believe 
that the pre-emption right would be extended to him; but we could not 
conceal the fact that he had expended in improvements a large amount 
of money, and that to give another the right to ptuchase the reservation 
would effectually compel him to lose all he had expended. We therefore 
came to the conclusion that justice required us to give 1\fr. Steele the 
refusal at the price we had agreed upon. We accordingly made him the 
offer. He proposed to give $75,000. We informed him that we should 
not dispose of it for a less sum than we had estimated it at, viz : $90,000, 
at which price he accepted it, and we closed a contract for the same, a 
copy of which we herewith transmit for your action thereon. 

We have further to report that we examined Fort Snelling with refer­
ence to its being retained as a military depot, and became satisfied that 
the time has passed for it to be useful as a military depot or fort. It is 
so far from the frontier that it is utterly useless for a fort, and to keep 
it for a depot would subject the United States to a heavy annual expense, 
and the government can have their stores forwarded if necessary through 
a commission merchant cheaper than by keeping this point as a depot. 
There is but one other military post in Minnesota Territory, which is 
situated on Minnesota river, above Fort Snelling, and steamboats run up 
to that post, and therefore it does not appear necessary for a reshipment 
at Fort Snelling. 

We have, as instructed, reserved from the sale, as will be seen from 
the contract, 20 acres upon which the Catholics have built a church and 
have a btuial ground, and have reserved for the Protestants for a btu'ial 
ground ten acres. No mention was made of this in otu instructions, but 
we came to the conclusion that yo,ur attention had not been called to the 
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circumstances. We would respectfully recommend that both of these 
reservations be conveyed to their respective denominations at $1 25 per 
acre. 

Respectfully, your obedient servants; 
SETH EASTMAN, 

Major U. S. A., Agent. 
WM. KING HEISKILL, 

Agent, &c. 

[Endorsement.] 

WAR DEPARTMEN'l', July 2, 1857. 
Submitted to the President of the United States on the 17th of J nne, 

1857. 
Approved: 

J. B. FLOYD, 
Secretctry of Wctr. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, June 1,1860. 
SIR : In answer to the inquiries respecting the sale of Fort Snelling, 

embraced in the resolution of the Senate of the 23d ultimo, I have the 
honor to state that the sum of $30,000 was paid by the purchaser on the 
26th July, 1857, by a deposit of specie to that amount to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States, with the assistant treasurer at New 
York. 

The deferred instalments of the purchase money are secured by with­
holding the title until they are paid. 

The purchaser failed to meet his deferred payment, and suit has been 
brought to enforce the vendor's lien, and the land wil~ be sold to pay the 
residue of the purchase money if it is not sooner paid. 

There is no part of this reserve in possession of the United States. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
President of the Senate. 

------, 
Secretary of War. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, December 7, 1860. 

SIR : Enclosed herewith I have your letter from the county auditor or 
county clerk of Hennepin county, Minnesota, relative to the title of the 
Fort Snelling reservation. He desires this information for the purpose 
of knowing whether the property is liable to be taxed by the State and 
county authorities. 

You will very greatly oblige by furnishing me with the information 
desired, at your earliest convenience. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Secretary of War. 

CYRUS ALDRICH. 
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WAR DEPART::i.\1ENT, January 2,1861. 
SIR: In answer to your letter of the 7th ultimo, enclosing one ad­

dressed to you by the auditor of Henuepin county, Minnesota, I have 
the honor to inform you that the title to the Fort Snelling reserve will, 
under the contract of sale, remain in the United States until the last 
payment has been made by the purchaser. 

The letter of your correspondent is returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. HOLT, 
Secretary of War, ad intet·im. 

Hon. CYRUS ALDRICIT, 
House of Representatives. 

f Endorsement on above.] 

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Decembe'r 13, 1860. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. The reserve at Fort 
Snelling was sold by Commissioners Eastman and Hallett to F. Steele, 
on 6th June, 1857. Approved by Secretary of War, July 2, following. 

There is nothing here to show that a deed was ever executed in favor 
of the purchaser, or in whom the title now rests. 

As to the "quit claims" referred to by Mr. Gale as having been given 
by Mr. Steele, this office possesses no information on the subject. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 
Quartermaster General. 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, ]}fay 5, 1868. 
I certify that the foregoing are true copies of the original papers now 

on file in the Quartermaster General's office. 
JAMES A. EKIN, 

Deputy Quartermaster General, Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A. 

In the matter of the clai1n of Franklin Steele, Fort Snelling reservation. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF CLAIMS, 
lVashington, D. C., September 26, 1868. 

To the Secretary of War : 
The following is the claim of Franklin Steele against the United States 

in the matter of the Fort Snelling reservation: 

The United States to F. Steele, Dr. 

JANUARY 24, 1868. 
To use and occupation of Fort Snelling reservation for military 

purposes, from April 24, 1861, to January 24, 1868, 81 months, 
at $2,000 per month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $162,000 

Or. 
By balance of purchase money unpaid ..................... . 60,000 

Total claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102, 000 
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A review of the somewhat voluminous papers on file in connection 
with this case discloses the following facts and incidents: 

Fort Snelling, with 7,000 acres of reserve, was sold by Secretary Floyd 
under the fourth section of the act of Congress of March 3, 1857, * to Mr. 
Franklin Steele, Minnesota, formerly sutler at Fort Snelling, but now a 
resident at Georgetown, D. C. 

* * * * * * * *· 
The stipulated purchase money was $90,000, and articles of agreement 

were entered into between agents appointed by the Secretary of War 
and the purchaser, constituting a contract of sale which was approved 
by Mr. Floyd on the 2d of July, 1857. 

The approaches to the sale of this property appear to have been :first 
made by Mr. Steele, who, as far back as April, 1856, fcrwar<led a pro­
posal for the purchase to Jefferson Davis, then Secretary of War. 

This proposition was rejected by Mr. Davis, who stated that the reser-
vation was still needed for military purposes. . 

From the :files of the War Department it appears that on the 25th of 
May, 1857, John B. Floyd, then Secretary of vVar, appointed Major Seth 
Eastman, United States army, and Mr .. William King Heiskell, agents 
to visit the reservation at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, and examine and 
ascertain how far it had been made valuable by government improve­
ments; whether there were any bona fide actual settlers upon the reserva­
tion who had made valuable improvements thereon, and who had settled 
there with the expectation of having the pre-emption right extended to 
them, and whether, under all the circumstances, they should be aHowed 
to purchase not exceeding 160 acres each, covering their improvements, 
at the price of $1 25 per acre. 

They were also instructed to sell all that part of the reservation not 
included in any tract to which an actual settler might have a just claim, 
either at public auction or at private sale, and in small tracts, to enable 
persons of limited means to purchase, or in whole, as in their judgment 
would be best for the interest of the government. These sales to be 
made at not less than $7 50 per acre. They were further instructed to 
examine Fort Snelling with reference to the necessity of retaining it as 
a military depot, and were directed, in case it was deemed necessary for 
such purpose, to reserve from the sale the buildings and such land as 
they might consider suitable. Such reservation not to be less than 40 
acres. 

On June 10, 1857, the agents appointed by Secretary Floyd rendered ' 
their report to him substantially as follows: that they bad visited Fort 
Snelling as directed, had examined the reservation at that place, and the 
improvements made thereon by the United States and by citizens; that 
the improvements by the government were for military purposes, and 
mostly of such a nature as to render them valueless for any other; that 
they find extensive improvements made by citizens, the cost of which 
cannot be less than $30.,000, and that these are all owned by Mr. Frank-
lin Steele, the post sutler. 

They are positive in saying that Mr. Steele is the only claimant to the 
improvements made by citizens on the reservation, and also report that 

* SEt;1'ION 4. And be it furthe.r enrLcted, That the provisions of the act approved March 3, 
1819, entitled "An act authorizing the sale of eertain military sites,,. be and they are hereby 
extended to all military sites, or to such posts thereof which are or may become useless for 
military pu' poses: Provided, nevertheless, That nothing in this act, nor in the act above men­
tioned, shall be so construed as to impair in anywise the right of the State within which any 
such site or reservation may be situated to impose taxes on the same in like manner as upon 
other lands or property owned by individuals within the State after such sale. 
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hP has frankly informed them that he did not go upon the reservation, 
neither did he make or purchase the improvements thereon with the 
expectation of having the pre-emption right extended to him. They 
conld not, therefore, come to the conclusion that Mr. Steele should have 
the right to purchase the lands covering his improvements at $1 25 per 
acre, more especially as he would the• have been entitled to buy 1,000 
acres, or one-seventh of the entire reservation, but finally disposed of the 
property to him at priYate sale, in order to defeat combinations which 
were forming with a view to secure the land at an undervaluation. This 
to save the government. 

In consideration of the improvement made by Mr. Steele, and from the 
opinion that he would be compelled to lose these improvements if the 
right to Jmrchase was given to another, they concluded that justice 
required them to offer him the refusal of the entire reservation at the 
price of $UO,OOO, which offer, after some underbidding, he accepted. 

A contract was therefore entered into. 
They also reported adversely upon the retention of the fort for military 

purposes. 
The contract between the agents of the United States and Mr. Steele 

recites in efiect that the party of the first part sell to the party of 
the second part the reservation of Fort Snelling with the improvements 
thereon, with the exception of 20 acres, whereupon was a Catholic 
church and burial-ground, and also a plot of 10 acres reserved for a Pro- • 
testant graveyard. 

The consideration is the payment to the government of $UO,OOO; one­
third payable on July 10, 1857, the residue iu two equal annual payments 

. thereafter. Possession of the reservation to be given as soon as the 
United States can dispense 'vith it for military purposes; and the deed 
given when the first payment is made and security given for the deferred 
payments. 

On July 25, 1857, Mr. Steele paid $30,000, the first instalment, to the 
United States, depositing the same in the hands of the United States 
Assistant Treasurer at New York, Mr. Cisco. 

The Secretary of War receipted for the amount of this payment on 
July 2G, 1857, and on the 31st of that month, by Special Orders No. 
109, "\Var Department, Adjutant General's Office, the military reservation 
and property at Fort Snelling, with the exception of the fort and 
other buildings req nired for the use of the troops, were ordered to be 
placed in the immediate posession of Mr. Steele. 

On July U, 1858, General Jesup, Quartermaster General, under instruc- · 
tions from the Secretary of War, directed the quartermaster at Fort 
Snelling to place Mr. Steele in possession of the fort, and on July 19, 
1858, Captain Reynolds, assistant quartermaster, executed the order. 

The next action taken appears to have been caused by a proposition 
ma(le b~y 1\fr. Steele to the War Deartment, which is explained by the 
following letter of the Attorney General, in reply to the Secretary of 
VVar: , 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Septcrnhr 28, 1857. 

SIR: In your letter of the 26th instant you enclose me a written agreement between the 
agents of the United States and Franklin Steele, for the sale of the Fort Snelling reserve, 
together with two letters addressed to you by Mr. Steele's agent, and yon ask my official 
opinion thereon. 

You make no statement of facts, and put no question of law, but leave me to infer· from 
the naked papers what point it iK upon which yon desire my advice: 

Mr. Steele agreed to pun:hase the prop~rty for the sum of $90,000, to be paid in three 
equal annual payn1ents on the Jst day of July, 1857, 1858 and 1859. 
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I take it for granted (though you do not s~y so) that the first instalment of $30,000 has 
already been paid. He is entitled by the terms of his contract to a deed for the whole prop­
erty, upon his giving satisfactory security for the balance of the purchase money. What 
he now desires is some arrangement for securing the $60,000, which be yet owes, in such a. 
manner that two thousand acres of the land will be free from encumbrance. 

The War Department has power given it to sell the land in question. Having sold it 
your power is exhausted. You can do nothing more except to enforce the rights and perform 
the obligations which the agreement created. The authority to make a contract implies no 
authority to change it after it is made. This contract entitles the purchaser to a deed as soon 
as be pays one-third of the price and gives satisfactory security for the remainder. A mort­
gage upon the whole of the land would be satisfactory no doubt, since it is not to be pre­
sumed that propmty which soli once for $90,000, would sell again for less thftn $60,000. 
But it may also be true that a lien on 2,000 acres less than the whole tract would be suffi­
cient. This is a matter of fact-a question for your own judgment and discretion to answer. 
You may take any security which you deem sufficient, remembering always that security 
for a debt is that which makes it absolutely safe. 

I am, most truly, 
J. S. BLACK. 

Hon. J. S. FLOYD, Secretary of War. 

No action appears to have been taken upon this opinion of the Attor­
ney General or upon Mr. Steele's proposition, and the case seems to have 
rested until January, 1858, when the attention of Congress being drawn 
to the sale, it became matter of congressional investigation, a select 
committee on the Fort Snelling sale being appointed by the House of 
Representativ~s. The chairman of this committee called upon the 

+ President of the United States and the Secretary of War, requesting 
that no title should be executed to the party making the purchase of the 
military reservation at Fort Snelling until the committee shall have 
closed its investigation and the House shall have acted thereon. 

The report of the committee in this case was made to the House in 
April, 1858, and embraces a minority and majority report. The conclu­
sion of the majority report is as follows : 

Resolved, 1. That the sale of the military post at Fort Snelling, and so much of the reserva­
tion attached to it as was necessary for military purposes, made on the 6th day of June, 1857, 
under the authority of the Secretary of War, the same being then and now retained under 
the authority of that department, because necessary for military purposes, was without 
authority of law. 

2. That said sale was made by the Secretary of vVar, notwithstanding his knowledge 
of the official opinion of his predecessor, the Hon. Jefferson Davis, and of other officers 
in superior military command to the contrary, without consulting with, without the advice 
and without the knowledge of any officer in the service of any rank, leaving the question of 
the retention of that post to the discretion of the commissioners appointed to make the sale, 
a.nd that this action on the part of tha Secretary of War was a grave official fault. 

3. That with a knowledge of the great value of the Fort Snelling post and reservation 
. and the importance of great caution and judgment in making the sale, the Secretary of 
War appointed as agents for the purpose unqualified, inexperienced and incompetent men. 

4. That provisions for and management of the sale were so negligently, carelessly, 
and injudiciously made, as to induce a successful combination against the government, 
exclude all competition, and bring losi3 on the government. 

5. That John C. Mather, agent of the Department of War for the examination and 
sale of the Fort Ripley reservation, after having already joined a combination for the pur­
chase of tbe Fort Snelling reservation, acted in making such purchase in violation of his 
official duty and against the known policy of the government, and that, as to him and Richard 

'Schell, represented by him as agent, and Steele and Graham, who were complicated in the 
sale with him, with a full knowledge of his official character, the sale of the :Fort Snelling 
reservation was at the time and is now void. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN U. PETTIT. 
J. S. MORRILL. 

The undersigned concurs in the conclusions of the foregoing report, 
but not in all the reasoning, arguments, or forms of expression by which 
they were arrived at. 

I. N. MORRIS. 
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The minority, closing their review of the case, 
Resolved, That the recent sale of the military resl'rvation at Fort Snelling having been 

made by the SPcreta.ry of \V n.r under the direction of the President of the Uniled States. in 
strict conformity to law, anJ the evidence reported by the select committee having failed to 
exhibit any fact or circumstance tending in the slightest degree to impeach the fairness of the 
sale, or the integrity of any of the officers or ngents of the government concerned in the 
same, or to exhibit any fact ot· circumstance w!Jich should make the said sale a proper sub­
ject for the opiuion and action of this house, it is ordered that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject, and that the report of the said committee be 
laid upon the table. 

No further action appears to have been taken by the House upon these 
reports, but the conflicting opinions expressed and a certain degree of 
notoriety which the case has gained seems to have resulted in a depre­
ciation in the value of the property, and in view of this depreciation 1\fr. 
Steele seems to have declined, or at least failed in making further pay­
ments as required by the t€rms of the contract. 

In consequence of this failtu·e Seeretary Floyd, iu January, 1859, 
<lireeted snit to be brought against l\Ir. Steele for the amount due on the 
contraet, wbieh had not been complied with. 

This action elicited a letter from ~lr. Steele, dated January 22, 1850, 
in which he stated his surprise that the Secretary of War had direeted 
proceeeings to be instituted against him, and that he did not suppose the 
department would second the efforts of certain members of Congress in 
their bitter warfare upon him. He states: 

It is quite probable that you may have Leard that I intended, in consequence of the action 
of Congress and its influen~e upon the property, to decline further payment until some allow­
ance was made by the government f.,r the damage,tbat I have sustained consequent upon 
the action of Congress in the investigation of the subject. 

That he had a lPgal as well as equitable claim upon the government 
for damages he is ad vised by ronnsel, but he does not desire litigation; 
and thinks he is entitled to a little leuieney at the hands of the g-overn­
ment, having already paid $30,000 of the purchase money. He states 
further: 

Had Congress not interfered, to the great injury of the property, the payment would have 
been promptly made. 

And aRks that the "proeeedings may be withdra·wn, agreeing, if such 
action is bad, to waive all claim for damage and make a payment of 
$10,000 within four months, and the balanee due as soon thereafter as 
possible." 

This proposition docs not appear to have been accepted, and though 
the reserve remained in the possession of Nfr. Steele, the title was deeided 
by the Seeretary of War to vest in the United States until the last pay­
ment bad been made by the pnrehaser. This decision was made June 
1, 1860, and is expressed in a eom.nmnieation from the Seeretary of War 
to the President of the Senate, which body had requested information 
upon the subjeet. 

The affidavit of ~...,ranklin Steele, taken on February 6, 1868, sets up that 
on April 24, 1861, and for more than two years prior thereto he had 
been in sole possession of the Fort Snelling reservation, eontaining about 
7,000 acres, with the improyements thereon ; that he had been plaeed in 
possession of the property in complianee with the terms of the eontract 
of pureha..-;e; that he had always been ready and willing, and is now 
ready and willing to perform all the stipulations of sni<l contract; that 
he had IJaid $30,000, the first instalment., and that the security for the 
payment of $GO,OOO was offered by him on August 1, 1857, in United 
States bonus, but that the offer was not aecepted by the Seeretary of 
War, and the deed for the property was not delivered to him; that the 
Secretary of ~Tar chose to have the land remain as security, and that a 

H. Ex. Doe. 9--7 
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committee of Congress, appointed to in ,-estigatc the conduct of Secretary 
Floyd in rnaldng said sale, had requested the Secretar~~ of War not to 
perfect the t,itle to said property until the committee should have closed 
its, investigations. He further sets up that the United States sued bim 
tor the balance of the purchase money unpaid, which he had deferred 
paying for the reason that the United States had not fulfilled its agree­
ment to him in the premises, and that said suit was continued against 
him from term to term of the court before which it was brought, until 
the amount due him by the United States for the use and occupation of 
the property exceeded the amount due by him to the United States. 

A letter from Solicitor Jordan, of the treasury, reports that the United 
States district attorney for the district of Minnesota had reported in a. 
communication received at the solicitor's office on January 6, 1865, that 
the proceedings in this case were suspended by order of the Secretary of 
War. 

Mr. Steele also states that within 18 months the department has 
refused to pay him audjted and approved voucher on other accounts, for 
the reason that he was indebted to the United States upon the Fort 
Snelling purchase.* 

He further deposes that on the 24th of April, 1861, the Fort, Snelling 
I:eseryation hitherto in his possession was taken from him by General 
Sanborn, adjutant general of the State of Minnesota, and by Captain 
Nelson, for the use and occupancy of United States troops. 

In support of the account stated at the head of this paper he deposes 
that the use and occupation of the land and improvements by the United 
States during the time cited was worth $2,000 per month, and that he 
had been injured and sustained damages in that amount by reason of 
the use and occupatio11. He now offers to offset so much of the amount 
as will sat.ist)r and pay any claim the United States may have against 
bim, and asks that the balance due him may be credited and paid as 
other accounts against the department, and that the deed may be 
executed to him for the property. 

On the 26th of February, 1868, Hon. J. A. Garfield, chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, requested the Secretary of War to fur­
nish that committee copies of all reports by military commanders in 
:regard to retaining any portion of the Fort Snelling military reservation, 
copies of all records and papers relating to the sale of the reservation 
by the Secretary of War, and all information in the possession of the 
War Department in regard to the use and occupation of said reservation 
since the sale. 

Mr. Garfield stated further, that the committee would be glad to know 
whether in the opinion of the Secretary of War it is necessary to retain 
any portion of said reservation for military ptu'poses; and if so, what 
legislation, if any, is necessary to enable the government to obtain an 
tntdisputed title to the same, and to make a full settlement with the pur­
chaser of the reserYation. 

This was referred to the Adjutant General for compliance with the 
request of the chairman on military affairs; 

Jii'orn such of these papers as are germane to the history of the case 
as far as we have proceeded, the following facts are derived: 

In answer to the call of the Afljutant General for particulars concern­
ing-the military reservation at Fort Snelling, General Sherman on th6 
lOth of March, 18G8, reported that he visited Fort Snelling on the 26th 

* Mr. Steele has been l'ett'ed with by the Qnart<·rn,aster General, wirhiu a few months, 
on certain accounts, upon basis independent of tho Ul!l.tler here iu question. 
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of May, 1866, and found it occupied by a company of the lOth infantry, 
and it has been occupied by troops continuously ever since. 

The enclosed copy of his official report made at that time states: 
I also Jearn that Fort Snelling with its 6,000 acres of reserve was sold by Mr. Secretary 

Floyd to a Mr. Steele that he has paid some $30,000 of the purchase money, awl has failed 
to pay the balance. I understand that Mr. Steele is uot anxious to fulfil the terms of his 
purchase, because the occasion has passed. 
_ It is now too late for him to build a town there, which was the object of his purcha&e, for St. 
Paul below the fort, and Minneapolis above, are established too well to be disturbed by rivals. 
The land is not worth for agricultural purposP.s anything like the price Steele contracted to 
pay for it, but Fort Snelling is yaluable to us; the government promptly took it back when 
the war revealed its use as a depot for the collection of volunteer troops, and on all future 
occasions when troops are needed anywhere north or west of this, Fort Snelling wili be 
found the natural point. I therefore recommead its retention and that a compromise be 
effected with Mr. Steele. 

Fort Snelling would be a good point for the organization of new regiments, when the time 
comes; but it is of no use whatever for military defence, because there are no Indians or 
hostile people within 200 miles. Its only use is as a rendezvous for troops, like Jefferson • 
barracks and Fort Leavenwox:th. 

General Sherman adds the following additional report: 
Fort Snelling occupies the angle at the junction of the St. Peter's and Mississippi rivers, 

at the very head of navigation. 
Its reservation embraces also land south of the St. Peter's and west of the Missis5ippi, which 

is necessary for military uses, but the balance is not, and may with propriety be sold. 
Fort Snelling will always be a military point from which troops and supplies can be 

handled for use on the northern frontier, and should never be sold. 
The former sale by Mr. Floyd was declared fraudulent and was suspended, but by a persona.l 

examination of the facts I am convinced that Mr. Steeie was not involved in the fraud. 
A fair compromise should be made with him, and none would be more fair than to crediL 

him with the money paid, $30,000 with interest, and charge him all moneys received by him. 
He has had the use of the valuable ferry privilege and has had the benefit of other rents and 
profits, and should make a Jeclarative statement of the account and receive the balance due 
him. 

I have not possession of the map of the rtJservation, but have repeatedly seen it at the 
fort and will at once procure a copy of it, and thereon delineate what portion of the rescrva· 
tion may be disposed of and what portion should be held. 

I understand from Mr. Steele that he was not only willing but anxious to settle the matter 
on any conditions that were fair andjust to himself. 

I have no doubt that the land east of the Mississippi river and Routh of the ~t. Peter's can 
be sold for enough to refund to Mr. Steele the monpy already paid by him; but if this be 
insufficient we could further diminish the reservation by a fraction outside of the Minnehaha 
river and at the extreme part of the reservation embraced by the small lakes ; but I repeat 
my opinion that all the reservation embraced by the Mississippi, St. Peter's and Minnehaha 
is eminently necessary for the military uses of the United States for all time to come. 

General Sherman on the 23d of April sends forward three maps and 
several papers from General Terry's headquarters relating to the military 
reservation at Fort Snelling, and says tllat-

From personal inspeei ion and a study of the relations of the site with regard to the region 
of country round about t<~ the sources of the Mississippi, aucl to our northern national bound­
ary, I am clearly of opinion that Fort Snelling, with its present reduced boundary, should 
be held by the United States forever. 

Its sale by Mr. Floyd to Mr. Steele was either in fraud or in ignoraner• of its military value, 
but Mr. Steele is not, in my jndgnumt, a party to the fraud. 

He paid $:30,000, or one-third of the mouey, in good faith, and should receive back the same 
with interest or an equivalent. 

'l'he more I study the case the more am I convinced that the United States should not 
diminish that part of the reserve lying in the forks of the Mississippi and St. Peter's; but it 
is possible tbat we ean dispense with the 160 acres on the east of the Mississippi, and the 
other piece of 160 acres on the south side of the St. Peter's. (S(;>e map ) 

The sale of the!'e two pieces of land might realize some $6,000 or $:3,000. 
If, however, it be indi~pensahle to realize out of the reservation the full sum of $:!0,000 

with interest, there \nil be no alternative but to red nee the reservation by taking a strip on the 
west part similar to that indicated in map B by the clott(;>d red line, beginning at the point OD 

Brown's crerk above the Minucbaha falls. 
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General Sherman concludes thus : 
Fort Snelling is at the head of the steamboat navigation ou the }1iRsissippi; is the uatnrat 

depot, place d'arme, of that whole region; is naturally fitted for a fortificatiOn, but of no man­
nor of use for n farming or town site. 

Should the site now pass into pnvate hands, it would have to be repurclm«ed at some future 
day at a vast cost; I therefore recommend that we should settle witu Mr. Steele at a fair cost 
and retain the place for military uses forever. 

On tho 27th of April, 1868, theAdjutan·. General submitted to the Sec­
retary of War all the data, required by the chairman of the Military 
Committee. 

It does not appear, howeyor, that the Secretary of v\rar lta~ transmit­
ted these papers to Congress, as requested. 

A settlement of the case was last urged upon the Secretary of ·war, 
by Mr. Steele in person, ou the 27th of August, 1868, he representing 
tl1at, in nccordance with the opinion of the Attorney General, there was 
abundant authority in the head of tho 'Var Department to adjust the 
case, notwithstanding that in the present condition of logiRlatiou a spe­
cial authorization of Congress is neceHsary to the Rale of any military 
reserYation by the 'Var Department. 

It is not necessary to proceed further with this ca~c than simply to 
note its situation. 

It is one concerning which there has bee.n a great deal of public scan­
dal whi,ch has attracted the attention of both houses of Congress, and 
has been made the subject of special investigation of those bodies. 

In obedience to the suggestions of one of the bodies, as well as to the 
requirements of public opinion throughout the country, the Secretaryof 
War refrained. from conyeying the title to Mr. Steele, and thouglt 
repeated efforts haYe been made to obtain a settlement of the case sev­
eral Secretarim;; of War have declined to interfere, and the subject is 
now in process of consideration by the House of Representatives. 

As tho call for papers relating to the case appears still to be unan­
swered, no other step is necessary, indeed no other step would appear to 
be proper than to transmit the document to the Committee on Mili­
tary Affairs, iu accordance with its request. 

Any interference of the 'Var Department looking to the adjustment of 
the claim in its present condition, or of any compromise, even upon the 
terms suggested by General Sherman in anticipation of congressional 
legislation, 1vould he injudicious if not improper. 

The board add, however, an expression of their entire concm'rence in 
the views and recommendations of General Sherman as to the necessity 
of the retention of the reservation, the equities of Mr. Steele, and the 
propriety of selling such portion of the reservation, not actually needed 
for·the use of the United States, as will realize a sufficient sum to rein­
burse to Mr. Steele the money already paid by him, $30,000. 

JAS. A. HARDIE, 
Ins. Gen. B1·ev. 1liaj. Gen., Pres. Board of Claims. 

GEO. GillSON, 
Alaj. 1st lnf. B1·cv. Lieut. Col. U. S. A., Recorder of Boa'rd. 

\VAl~ DEPAH!l'MENT, September 2G, 18G8. 
Approved, by order of the Secretary of War, 

\Vl\L 1\I. \VIIERRY, 
B1·e1'. Col. U.S. A., ancl A. D. C. 

BoAun oF CLAHrs, 'v AI~ DEP ARTMEN1'1 
December 9, 18G8. 

A true copy: GEO. GIBSON, 
]~faj. 1st I?{f· B1·ev. Lieut. Col. U. 8. A., Reconle1· of Board. 
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Know all men by these presents that I, Franklin StBele, of St. Paul, 
in the county of Raney and State of :Minnesota, having made, consti­
tuted, and appointed, and by these presents do make, constitute, and 
appoint John n. Sanborn, esq., of the same place, my true and lawful 
attorney in fact for me, and in my name, place, and stead, to file anQ. 
prosecute my claim against the United States for the use and occupation 
of the real estate known as the Fort Snelling reservation in :Minnesota, 
by United States troops since the 23d day of April, A. D. 18G1, before 
the V\.,.. ar Department, Court of Claims, or any other department or tribunal 
of the United States; and also to prosecute my claim for title in fee to 
real estate known as the Fort Snelling reservation against the United 
States in any proper court or de1)artment, and to adjust. and settle all 
matters of difference between me and the United States growing out of 
the sale of used military reservation by the government to me, and to 
execute in my name any papers or instruments in writing necessary and 
requisite to a filll and final settlement of the same, and to file such 
papers or instruments in writing in court, and appear in court in all 
matters that may arise therein connected with such sale and purchase, 
giving and granting unto my said attorney full power and authority to 
do and perform every act, matter, and thing requisite and necessary to 
be done in and about the premises, in the same manner and with the 
same force and e:fi'ect as I might or could do if personally present. 
Hereby ratifYing and confirming all that my said attorney may do or 
cause to be done by virtue hereof. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my l1and and seal this 6th day 
of February, A. D. 1868. 

FRANKLIN STEELE. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of­

JNo. F. CALLAN, 
CHAS. CONS. CALLAN. 

DISTRICT OF CoL Ul\IBIA, County of lVash-ington, ss : 
Be it remembered that on this Gth day of February, .A. D. 1868, per­

sonally appeared before me Franklin Steele, to me known to be the 
signer and sealer of the foregoing power of attorney, and acknowledged 
that he executed the same freely and voluntarily for the use and pur­
poses therein expreRsed. 

JOHN ]\ CALLAN, Notarg Public. 
\VAR DEPARTMENT, Decembe1· 10, 1868. 
A tn10 copy. 

GEO. GIBSON, 
liia}or 1st lrif., Bvt. L·ieut. Col. U.S. A., R.(}(}order of Board of Ola,irns 

T lte United States to Pranklin Steele, Dr. 
To m;e and ocoupation of Fort Snelling reservation for mili­

tary purposes from April 24, 1861, to January 24, 18G8, 81 
moilths, at $~,000 per month .. _ . ____ ............ ___ .. _ . . $162, 000 

Or. 

By balance of purchase money for reservation unpaid_ ..... _ GO, 000 

Balance unpaid ............ ___ .. . ___ . __ . _ . _ . . . 102, 000 

JA.N1JAl~Y 2tt, 18G4. 
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In support of said claim the following exhibits arc attached and 
_referred to, many of which are on :file or of record in the War Depart~ 
ment, to wit: 

Exhibit A.-Articles of agreement entered into on the 6th day of June, 
1857, between Seth Eastman, major United States army, and William 
King Heiskell, agents of the government of the first part, and Franklin 
Steele, of Fort Snelling, :Minnesota Territory, of the seeond part, approved 
by the Secretary of War July 2, 1857. 

Exhibit B.-Certificate of John J. Cisco, assjstant treasurer United 
States at New York, dated July 25, 1857. 

Exhibit G.-Receipt of J ohu B. Floyd, Secretary of "'\Var, of date of 
July 27, 1857. 

Exhib-it D.-Special Orders No. 119, "Var Department, Adjutant Gen­
eral's Office, July 31, 1857. 

Exhibit E.-Orders of Captain A. W. Reynolds, assistant quartermas­
ter United States army, dated Fort Snelling, July 19, 1858. 

·Exhibit F.-Resolution of committee of the House of Representatives, 
from courtesy to which the Secretary of War did not receive the security 
from Steele. 

ExMbit G.-Declaration and notice to plead in suit, United Statt~s 
against Franklin Steele. 

Exhibit H.-Affidavit of Franklin Steele, sustaining hiR claim against 
the United States. 

EXHIBIT A. 

Articles of agreement made and entered into this 6th day of ,June, 
1857, by and between Seth Eastman, major United States army, and 
William King Heiskell, agents of the United States government, of the 
first part, and Franklin Steele, of Fort Snelling, J\-Iinnesota Territory, of 
the second part, to wit: The party of the first part have this day sold to 
the party of the second part all that tract and reserve of land known as 
the military reservation of Fort Snelling, with the improvements thereon, 
excepting and reserving twenty (20) acres described as follows, to wit: 
Commencing at the southeast corner of fraction No. one, (1,) iu section 
twenty-eight, (28,) in township twenty-eight, (28,) in range twenty-three, 
(23,) running north forty (40) rods, thence west eighty (80) rods, thence 
south forty ( 40) rods, thence east eighty (80) rods to the place of begin­
ning; the same being resenTed for a Catholic church and burial ground, 
where the church and burial ground now is. Also excepting and resenT­
ing lthe northwest quarter of section twenty, (20,) in township twenty­
eight, (28,) of range twenty-three, (23,) containing ten acres, the same 
being reserved for a Protestant grave yard. For and in consideration of 
the above, the party of the second part agree and hereby binds himself, 
heirs, executors, administrators, &c., to pay to the United States govern­
ment, or an authorized ageut or agents, the sum of $90,000, one-third of 
said sum payable on the lOth day of July next, and the residue in two 
equal annual payments thereafter-the said tract of land or reservation 
contains about 7,000 acres. 

Possession of the said lands to be given (and improvements) as soon 
as the Secretary of War can dispense with it for military purposes, and 
a deed given when the first payment aforesaid is made, and satisfactory 
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security for the deferred payments given and approved by the Secretary 
of War or agents appointed for that ptupose. 

As witness our hands and seals the day and year above written. 

.Apprnved. 

SETH EASTMAN, [SEAL. J 
Majo'r TI. S. Artily, Agent, &c. 

WILLIAM KING. HEISKELL. [SEAL.J 
l?RANKLIN STEELE. (sEAL.] 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Secretary of War. 

W AI~ DEP AR'l'l\fEN'l', Febt·um'Y 2, 1857. 

On the back of said articles of agreement is the following: 
E. 122, July 2, 1857. 
1~. K. 40, S. 209, E. 44. 

No. 164.] 

EXHIBIT B. 

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT TREASURER UNITED STA'l'ES, 
New York, July 25, 1857. 

I certify that Franklin Steele has this day deposited to the credit of 
the treasurer of the United States $30,000, on account of the fund aris­
ing from the sale of the military reserve at Ji"'ort Snelling, Minnesota, for 
which I have signed triplicate receipts. 

$30,000. 

EXHIBIT 0. 

JOHN J. CISCO, 
Assistant Treasurer. 

Heceived, 27th July, 1857, of Franklin Steele, of Minnesota, the sum 
of $30,000, being the first instalment due and to be paid on the lOth of 
July, 1857, on account of the land sold to him on the 6th day of June, 
1857, known as the military reserve at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, 
and \Vhich sale was made by direction of the Secretary of War, under 
the authority vested in him by the 4th section of the act of Congress 
of the 4th of March, 1857, making appropriation for the support 
of the army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1858, by Major Seth 
Eastman, of the United States army, and 1Villiam King Heiskell, agents 
appointed to make the sale; said land being more fully described in an 
agreement bearing date the aforesaid Gth day of June, 1857, from the 
said Major Seth Eastman and William King Heiskell, and which agree­
ment is on file in the War Dep.artmcnt. 

EXHIBIT D. 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Setrvretary of War. 

[Special Orders, No. 119.] 

W A.R DEPARTl\IEN'l.'7 ADJU'l'ANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, July 31, 1857. 

I. The first instalment of the purchase-money of Fort Snelling hav- . 
ing been paid into the treasury, the military r0.servation and property 

1',, 
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pertaining thereto, excepting the fort and otlter buildings which are 
required for the use of the troops at the post, will be put in the imme-
diate possession of Mr. Franklin Steele. _ 

The military post will be maintained until further orders. 
* * * * * * * * 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

EXHIBIT E. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant General. 

FORT SNELLING, MINNESOTA, July 19, 1858. 
Whereas the following instructions have been received by me from 

the quar-termaster ge:1eral's department, viz : 

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington City, July 9, 1858. 

Sn~: In compliance ""\\ith instructions from the Secretary of War, you 
will immediately transfer Fort Snelling to Mr. Franklin Steele, by whom 
it has been purchased. Take his acknowledgment of its receipt, and 
forward it to this office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. J. JESUP, 

Qttarterrn~ter General. 
Capt. A. W. Rl.<JYNOLDS, 

Assistant Quarternw.ster, Fort Snelling. 

Now, be it known to all men that, in pursuance to the above order, I 
have this day transferred and do llereby transfer to the said Franklin 
Steele, purchaser of the same, the aforesaid Fort Snelling, giving him, 
the said Franklin Steele, as ample and perfect possession, and as fully 
conveying and transferring the same _as I am able or authorized and 
empo·wered to do by the above order. 

A. W. REYNOLDS, 
Captain and Assistant Qlutrte't·nwster U. S. A. 

EXHIBIT F. 

Resolt1ed, That the chairman of this committee call upon the President 
of the United St.ates and Secretary of War, and request that no title 
shall be executed to the party making purchase of 1-he military reserva­
tion at Fort Snelling until this committee shall havt c1Gse~l jt.s investi­
gation and t1w House shalllJa,ye acted tllereon. 

JANUARY 29, 1858. 

UNITED STATES, ~ 
vs. 

Fn.ANKLIN STEELE. 

EXHIBIT G. 

United States District Court, District of 1\'linnesota.-Debt claim 7 
$60,000; damages, $15,000.-September 12, 1860. 

Tbe United States, plaintiff in this snit, complains of Franklin Steele, 
defendent in this suit, who has been summoned to answer the saicl plain­
tiff of a plea that he render t{) the said plaintiff t1~e ~1m1 of $60,0007 



SALE OP FORT SNELLING RESERVATION. 105 

lawful money of the United States of .America, which he owes to and 
unjustly detains from said plaintiff. 

For that, whereas the said defendant heretofore, to wit, on the Gth 
day of June, 1857, to wit, at St. Paul, in said district, by his certain 
writing obligatory, sealed with his seal, and to the court here shown, 
the date whereof is the same day and year aforesaid, agreed and bound 
himself unto the said plaintiff to pay t,he United States government, to 
wit, the plaintiff, or an authorized agent or agents, the sum of $90,000; 
one-third of said sum payable on the lOth day of July (then) next, and 
the residue in two equal annual payments thereafter. But the said 
defendant, although often requested to do so, has not as yet paid the 
residue of said sum of $90,000 (to wit, the $60,000) above demanded, or 
any part thereof, to the said plaintiff; but has hitherto wholly neglected 
and refused and still neglects and refuses so to do, to the damage of the 
said plaintiff of $15,000, and therefore he brings this suit, &e. 

· GBOHGE L: BEBKEH, 
Attorney for United States. 

And on the back of said declaration is the following endorsement, to 
wit: 

United States district court, district of Minnesota; the United States 
vs. Franklin Steele; declaration to. 

SEPTEJ.\'IBER 17' 1860 . . 
SrR: You are hereby notified that a rule to plead has this day been 

entered in the common rule books of the clerk of the district court, 
requiring you to plead to the declaration, of which this is a copy on file 
in the · office of said clerk, within 20 days after the service, or be 
defaulted. 

WILLIAM HOLLINGSHEAD, 
Defenda-nt's Attorney. 

Copy: 

GEORGE L. BEBKER, 
Attorney for United States. 

GEORGB L. BEBKER. 

EXHIBIT H. 

DISTRICT OF CoL UMBrA, County of Washington, ss : 
Franklin Steele, of St. Paul, Minnesota, being first duly sworn, deposes 

and says, that on the 24th day of .April, A. D. 1861, and for more than 
two years prior thereto, he was in the sole, undisputed and peaeeable 
possession of the land and property situated at the junction of the Min­
nesota and Mississippi rivers, situated in the State of Minnesota, known 
as the Fort Snelling reservation, containing about 7,000 acres of land, 
with the improvements thereon; that he was placed in possession of said 
lands, buildings and property of the United States government pursuant 
to eertain articles of agreement entered iuto by and between himself and 
the United States by its authorized agents, a true copy of which is 
herewith submitted for consideration; alHl deponent says that l1e has 
always been ready and willing, and is now ready and willing to perform 
all the stipulations of said agreement by ldm to be kept and performed, 
and that the seeurity for the payment of $60,000 referred to in said agree­
ment was on or about the 1st day of August, 1857, offered by him to the 

H. Ex. Doc. 9--8 
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Hou. Secretary of War in United States bonds, and that the same was 
not accepted by the Secretary of War, nor the deed to said laud, prop­
erty and improyements delivered to him, for the sole reason that the Sec­
retary of War chose to have the land remain as security; and the depo­
nent say~ that before the next payment became due a committee of the 
Honse of Representatives, appointed to investigate the conduct of the 
Secretary of War in making said sale, had requested the said Secretary 
of 'Var not to perfect the title to said property in this affiant until said 
committee should have closed its investigation and the House have acted 
thereou, as will appear by Exhibit F hereto attached; and deponent says 
that the United States government have ahvays treated said agreement, 
as contained in Exhibit A hereto attached, as in all things binding and 
valid, and did, on the 12th day of September, A. D. l 860, sue this affiant 
in the United States district court for tlle district of Minnesota, in a plea 
that he render to the United States the sum of $60,000, being the bal­
ance of the unpaid purchase money to be paid by him for said property, 
and for which he delayed the payment for the sole reason that the United • 
States had not fulfilled its agreement and obligation to him in the prem- • 
ises, and that said suit was continued against him from term to term 
of said court until the amount due him by the United States for the use 
and occupation of said property exceeded the amount due by him to the 
United States, when said case, by the neglect of the attorney of the 
United States, was stricken from the calen<lar of said court, but is still 
pending against him in said court, as he is informed by his attorneys; 
and the affiant makes reference to Exhibit G for a more full representa­
tion of the claim of the United States in the premises; and deponent 
says that the 'Var Department of the United States government has 
within 18 months refused to pay him audited and approved vouchers and 
accounts, for the reason that he was indebted to the United States upon 
said Fort Snelling pluchase. 

And deponent further says, that on the 24th day of April, A. D. 1861, 
the said property and real estate known as the Fort Snelling reservation, 
containing about 7,000 acres of land, and the improvements thereon, 
were seized and taken from him by John B. Sanborn, then ac\jutant 
general and acting quartermaster general of the State of Minnesota, 
and Captain A . D. Nelson, United States army, for the use and occupa­
tion of the United States troops; and deponent says, that troops of the 
United States have continued in the occupation of said property and im­
provements fi·om that day to this, and that during all said time he has 
been deprived of the use and possession thereof; and deponent says, 
that the use and occupation of said land and improvements during the . 
time aforesaid is worth and of the value of $2,000 per month-in all, of 
the value of $162,000, and that he has been injlued and sustained damage 
to that amount, by reason of the use and occupation aforesaid; and depo­
nent says that he now offers to offset so much of said amount as will 
satisfy and pay any claim the United States may have against him, and 
asks that the balance due him may be credited and paid as other accounts 
against the department, and that a deed may be executed to him by the 
Secretary of War pursuant to the terms of the agreement hereinbefore 
referred to. 

And deponent further says that he has always been a faithful and 
loyal citizen of the United States, and that he has never giYen any aid, 
countenance, counsel nor encouragement to persons engaged in armed 
hostility thereto, and that he has never yielded any support to any gov­
ernment or pretended government, authority or power hostile or inimical 
to the United States. 

FRANKLIN STEELE. 
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Sworn to and subscribed before me this 6th day of February, A. D.1868. 
JOHN F. CALLAN, 

Notary Public. 

In addition to the foregoing, claimant respectfully refers to and makes 
part of his case the journals of the House of Representatives 35th Con­
gress, and especially to House Report No. 351 of the 1st session of saifl 
Congress. 

A true copy: 

JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Attorney for Claimant. 

GEO. GIBSON, 
JJfajor 1st Infantry, Brevet Lieut. Colonel U. S. A., 

Recorder of Board of Claims. 
'VAR DEPARTMENT, December 10, 1868. 
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