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INVENTION AND ARRANGEMENT IN THE PUBLIC ADDRESS

OF CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLEM

Significance of the Subject

: Voting is now an accepted procedure for women. Women who go to
|
the polls——or fail to go--"little realize how much sweat, how many tears

:of disappointment and rage, what keen strategy and dogged persistence

have given them that casually accepted right."l

The demand for woman suffrage was considered by Carrie Chapman
batt 5 Who led the movement to victory, to be the organic development of

two preceding social movements, both extending over some centuries:
: One, a man movement, evolving toward control of governments by
the people, the other a woman movement, with its goal the freeing of
women from the masculine tutelage to which law, religion, tradition
and custom bound them. These movements advanced in parallel lines
and the enfranchisement of woman was an inevitable climax of both.

On August 26, 1920, Secretary Bainbridge Colby signed the Proc-

lamation of the Woman Suffrage Amendment to the Federal Constitution.

| lDorothy Straus, "Champion of Women," Saturday Review of Litera-
'bure, XXVII (August 26, 1914.4), 22, '

l
1 2Carrie Chapman Catt and Nettie Rogers Shuler, Woman Suffra.ge a.nd
Politics (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1926), p. 4.

1
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Two days later New York's Seventy-First Regiment Band played '"Hail thé
Conquering Hero Comes" at the Pennsylwvania Station in New York City.
bovernor Smith with his staff in full military regalia, a special delega-
ﬁion with banners and flowers, and an exultant multitude awaited the ar-
rival of Carrie Chapman Catt. "It was an unparalleled, triumphant recep-
tion for a woman, this New York home-coming, celebrated in other big cit-
.ies by the ringing of church bells and blowing of whistles."l

At the time of this celebration Mrs. Catt, the last leader of the
suffrage cause in the United States, was acknowledging the completion of
the campaign begun seventy-two years before by Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Mary McClintock and other women who met at Seneca Falls,
New York, in the first Women's Rights Convention, July 19-20, 1848.2

Mrs, Catt's death in 1947 brought to a close sixty years of lead-
?rship service to women. For sixty years she had served as an officer—-
either state, national, or international--in the woman suffrage organiza-
%t.ion.3 She gave twenty-two of these years to the promotion of interna-—
fional peace. Her speaking career began in 1883, before she became an of—

ficer, and was concluded two months before her death. These activities

extended to every state in the Union and to many of the countries of every

' lConstance Buel Burnett, "“"The Great Feminist, Carrie Chapman
Catt n Topfllght Famous Amerlcan Women, ed. by Anne Stoddard (New York:
Thomas Nelson and Sons, Publishers, 1946), p. 182.

* 2Eugen.e A. Hecker, A Short History of Woman's Rights (New York:
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1910), p. 158.

! 3Based on statement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview, New Ro-
chelle, New York, September, 1943. In 1920 when the goal was gained, she
had been a leauer only thirty-three years; but since the Woman Suffrage
Organlzatlon is still in existence, she remained an officer until her
death.
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?bntinent except Australia.l So numerous were her speaking occasions
%hat Mrs. Catt herself could scarcely estimate the total number.2

: In general her contemporaries believed that, as a result of her
influence as a speaker and as a person, Mrs. Catt was instrumental in
gch1ev1ng the enfranchisement of women in many parts of the world and in
arousing women throughout the United States to act for the promotion of
beace education.3 The writer believes that in view of the full life of
public service effected primarily through persuasive speaking and in
view of her recognized influence in the suffrage and peace movements, a
critical study of Mrs., Catt's use of invention and arrangement in her

speeches should make a profitable contribution to the study of the role

bf rhetorical practice in significant social movements.

Review of Related Research
Three doctoral dissertations and about fifteen maéters' theses
have been written about women speakers. Certain aspects of six of these
are related, directly or indirectly, to this study.

Doris Yoakam!s dissertation, "An Historical Study of the Public

lAustralia enfranchised women in 1902. There was no need for
Mrs. Catt to speak there in behalf of woman suffrage (The Woman Citigzen,
IV [February 7, 1920], 1813).

2Letter from Mrs. Catt, September 23, 1943 and statement by her,
personal interview. Mary Gray Peck remarks: %She had kept no count of
the miles she had traveled, or the money she had spent, or the meetings
she had addressed" (Carrie Chapman Catt, A Biog;aphy’[NeW'York- H. W
Wilson Co., 1944}, p. 389--hereafter referred to in this dissertation as
Carrie Chapman att)

3M’;lered Adams, "Mrs. Catt at 75, Still Faces Forward," New York
Times, January 7, 1934, Section VI, p. 3.
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Speaking Acti?ity of Women in America from 1829 to 1860,“1 deals princi-
pally with eight women orators: Francis Wright, pioneer orator; the
Grimice Sisters, Southern abolitionists; Abby Kelly, belligerent; Lucretia
Mott, benevolent crusader; Ernestine L. Rose, Polish Jewess; Lucy Stone,
artist of words; Sallie Holley, reform revivalist; and Antoinette Brown
Blackwell, minister.2

Yoakam'!s study treats the speaking status of women before Mrs.
Catt's time. It found that women's activities upon the public platform
were related to women's emancipation in this country, that the women
speakers were better educated than the ordinary women of the period, and
that they were often writers of merit. These women were stimulated to
ﬁse the public platform by three influential forces: religious libera-
iion, progressive and radical parental backgrounds, and the spirit of the
&imes. These pioneer women were known for their ability to speak extem-
poraneously without the aid of rhetorical training. Their mastery of |
argument was stimulated by their firm convictions in their subjects and
their need to meet keen opposition. They did much to introduce simpliciﬁy
and audience awareness to the style of speaking.3

In her master's thesis Yoakam treats the same subject as in her

ﬁoctoral dissertation, but for the years 1850-1900. She concludes that

there were about two hundred able women speakers in the period; that they

lporis G. Yoakam, "An Historical Study of the Public Speaking
Act1v1ty of Women in America from 1829 to 1860" (Unpublished Ph. D. dis—.
sertatlon, Dept. of Speech University of Southern California, 1935).

% 2Ibld., assim.

31bid., pp. 1~59%.
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were often Quakers, from progressive, if not radical, families; and that
the women were marked with enthusiasm, stage poise, lovely voices, versa-
tility of subject matter, and a keen audience a.‘wareness.l

A survey of women'!s public address as a part of the suffrage
movement from the seventeenth to the twentieth centuries was made by
Gladys Ackerman. For the eminent speakers of the twentieth century she
selected Carrie Chapman Catt and Alice Paul. Ackerman noted that public
speaking among women in the United States was carried forward on four
distinct waves of emotion--religion, revolution, abolition, and woman
suffrage-—and that adversity in general and the hard work in the woman
suffrage movement did much to develop and perfect the art of public speak-
ing among women in the United States.2

A doctoral thesis treating the life and speeches of Susan B, An-
thony has been written by Harriet E. Grim.3 Before Miss Anthony'!s death
she recognized Mrs. Catt as her successor to lead the woman suffrage
cause and provided apprenticeship training for the future executive,
leader, and speaker. The two women have been considered to be of the

4

"'same intellectual, unemotional type."

Iporis G. Yoakam, "An Historical Study of the Public Speaking
Activity of Women in America from 1850 to 1900" (Unpublished Master's
thesis, Dept. of Speech, University of Southern California, 1931).

2G1adys.Madeline Ackerman, "The Development of Public Address

Among Women Through the Suffrage Movement" (Unpublished Master's thesis,
Dept. of Speech, University of Southern California, 1931).

' . 3Harriet E. Grim, "Susan B. Anthony, Exponent of Freedom" (Un-
published Ph. D. dissertation, Dept. of Speech, University of Wisconsin,

1938).

; LBheta Childe Dorr, Susan B. Anthony (New York: Frederick A.
Stokes, 1920), p. 301.
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Lola Walker and Ruby Draughon have written studies dealing with }

Mrs. Catt as a speaker. Walker stresses the conception of public addresé

as a force in history and she emphasizes historical and biographical ma~
1

terials. In stating her plan of study she presents

a short biography and a discussion of Carrie Chapman Catt's personal
characteristics., Attention is centered primarily on those experiences
which contributed in some way to the shaping or influencing her career
as a speaker, and those personal characteristics which had a bearing
upon her platform effectiveness. . . .[Ehe giveé] the nature of a
highly compressed historical note on the early suffrage movement in
the United States to 1890. . . .[?er studj] contains the history of
special consideration of Mrs. Catt'!'s speeches and activities. . . .
[;fJ describes briefly the activities of Mrs. Catt in the Interna-
tional suffrage movement until her resignation from the presidency in
1923. Special attention is given to her speeches and speaking in be-
half of the movement. . . .}I contains an analysis of ‘five repre-
sentative suffrage speeches delivered by Mrs. Catt, with descriptions
of the particular settings, synopses of speeches, the plan of organi-
zation, a discussion of invention, style, and audience response. . . .
[Iﬁ] recounts Mrs. Catt's peace activities with specific emphasis on
her speaking from 1921 to 1947 in behalf of the movement. An analy-
sis of two representative peace speeches is offered. . . .[;ﬁ] re-
ports Mrs. Catt's speaking in general with regard to preparation,
audiences, occasions, and delivery.2

Walker considers that Mrs. Catt rested her peace arguments upon
"practical measures," and her woman suffrage case upon three categories of
arguments—-"historical, ethical, and practical."3 Walkert!s dissertation
is of significance to this study in that the former integrates Mrs. Catt's
career, speaking, and the time in which she lived. The two studies dif-
fer primarily in that the latter is confined to an intensive investiga-

tion of invention and arrangement as used in Mrs. Catt's public address.

lLola. Carolyn Walker, "The Speeches and Speaking of Carrie Chap-
man Catt® (Unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, Dept. of Speech, Northwestern
University,“l950).

®Tbid., pp. 13-14.

3Ibid., p. 437.
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Draughon's study is restricted to certain peace speeches delivered
for a particﬁlar type of audience.l From these speeches she concludes
that Mrs. Catt's ideas were simply and clearly expounded in a realistic
manner; that her arguments were based on commonplace personal experience
and testimony rather than on analytical, statistical, or historical proof;
that her organization suffered perhaps from over-extension of personal
anecdotes and experiences; but that she had skill in adjusting‘to her

. . . 2
audiences who were spontaneous, genuine, and polite.

Statement of the Problem

The research upon Mrs. Catt's speaking has not yet been exhausted.
Among the unfinished possibilities the author has chosen to investigate
more thoroughly the use of invention and arrangement in her speeches pro-
moting woman suffrage and peace. In the process of examining and evalu-
ating these rhetorical elements the following questions arise: What are
the basic issues revealed in the speeches promoting woman suffrage and
peace? What are the premises and arguments used to develop these issues?
HOW'afe these premises and arguments related to logical, emotional, and |
ethical proofs? What are the basic patterns of arrangement? How do thése
patterns modify or otherwise affect the speaker's selection and use of in-

vention?

Definition of Terms

Invention.-~-Baldwin refers to inventio as the "investigation,

lRuby Lee Draughon, "A Study of Selected Speeches on War and
Peace by Carrie Chapman Catt" (Unpublished Master's thesis, Dept. of
Speech University of Illinois, 1951).

2Ibid., pp. 93=9%.
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analysis, and grasp of the subject-matter." He speaks of the ancient
rhetoricians: "Their teaching of inventio did not stop with investiga-
tion; it promoted reflection directly and guided it so systematically
that no essential aspect could be ignored."l

While the term invention or inventio does not appear in the com-

monly used translations of Aristotle, a similar concept may be construed
from the following statements: Aristotle considers the "art or faculty"
of rhetoric from two points of view: one as a theory or system, the
other as the "faculty or practice in finding argum.ents."2 In defining
rhetoric he states "So let Rhetoric be defined as the faculty [?oweé] of
discovering in the particular case what are the available means of per-
§uasion."3 At one point Aristotle says that in Books I and II he has
treated "the way to invent and refute arguments."h
| In considering the differences among arguments or proofs in fo-
:rensic, deliberative, and epideictic speaking, Aristotle states in part,
"Forensic speaking has to do with the matters of fact—-now true or untrue,
jand necessarily so; here strict proof is more feasible, since the past

5

cannot change." "Deliberative speaking is a more difficult task than

Forensics; and naturally so, since the Argument has to do with the

lCharles Sears Baldwin, Ancient Rhetoric and Poetic (New York:
Macmillan Co., 1924), p. 43.

| %E. M. Cope, An Introduction to Aristotle's Rhetoric (London:
Macmillan Co., 18673, p. 13%.

3The Rhetoric of Arlstotle, trans. Lane Cooper (New York: Apple—
ton, Century, Crofts, _932; 2. T :

“Tbid., II. 26. 1e1l.
L 2Ibid., III.- 17.--234. - -
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future;“l #In an Epideictic speech you should interweave the arguments
with bits of eulogy. . ." As to proofs there are
two kinds, artistic, and non-artistic. By "non—artistic' proofs are
meant all such as are not supplied by our own efforts, but existed
beforehand, such as witnesses, admissions under torture, written_con-
tracts, and the like. By "artistic" proofs [peans of persuasioé] are
meant those that may be furnished by the method of Rhetoric through
our own efforts. . . .«

Of the means of persuasion supplied by the speech itself there
are three kinds. The first kind reside in character [ethos] of the
speaker; the second consist in producing a certain [}he rlghﬁ] atti-
tude in the hearer; and the third appertain to the grgument proper,
in so far as it actually or seemingly demonstrates.

Cicero devotes an entire work to invention in which he states:
"Invention is the discovery of valid or'seemingly valid arguments to ren-
der one's cause plausible."h In a later work he adds: "Thus for purposes
of persuasion the art of speaking relies wholly upon three things: the
proof of our allegations, the winning of our hearers! favour and the
‘arousing of their feelings to whatever cause our case may require."5

According to Quintilian inventio means the discovery of all the

means of persuasion, or more simply, survey of the material and forecast.

Richard Whately speaks first of the address to the understanding,

l1bid.
2Ibid., III. 1l. 235.
3Ibid., I. 2. 8. (The brackets are Cooper's.)

hClcero De Inventione, trans. H. M. Hubbell (Cambridge: Harvard

- Unlver51ty Press, 1949), L. wvii. 9. 19.

! 5Clcero De Oratore, trans. H. Rackman (Cambridge: Harvard Uni-
ver31ty Press, 1942), II. =xxcvii. 115. 116. 281.

; 6Qu1nt111an's Institutes of Oratory, trans. John Selby Watson,
} (London: George Bell and Sons, 1891), III. iii~vi. v. 177-46L.
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with a view to produce conviction (including instruction); and second, of
the address to the will, with a view to produce persuasion, considering

speaker, opponent, and audience relationships.l

In Speech Criticism Thonssen and Baird define the term invention
in harmony with Baldwin's definition: "We may say in general that the
concept of invention includes the entire investigative undertaking, the
idea of the status, and the modes of persuasion--logical, emotional, and
ethical--in all of their complex in.terrelations."2

Current speech textbooks tend to use other terminology. Thonssen
and Gilkinson have written one of the few contemporary books which use
the term:

Invention-~This includes the search for materials and for argu-
ments and the analysis by the speaker of his hearers and of his sub-
ject. In short, it is the investigative aspect of speech prepara-
tion, the phase in which the speaker attempts to gain complete mas-
tery of subject matter and to survey the interrelationship of the
arguments to himself and to his audience.

Invention embraces. . ."The Ends of Public_Speaking," "Investiga-—
tion," “Analysis,!" and "Enforcement of Ideas.n3

According to traditional rhetorical concepts invention is a rea-
;soning, imaginative, and attitude process experienced by the speaker pre-~
gparatory to and during the persuasive act. The process of invention for

a specific speech originates with the first motivation on the part of a

1speaker to achieve a certain result with an audience. The evolution of

; 1lRichard Whately, Elements of Rhetoric (New York: Harper and
Brothers, Publishers, 1860), pp. 33-178.

; 2Lester Thonssen and A. Craig Baird, Speech Criticism.(NeW'York::
Ronald Press Co., 1948), p. 79.
] JLester Thonssen and Howard Gilkinson, Basic Training in Speech
{(Boston: D. C. Heath and Co., 1953), p. 181. i
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rhe process includes the speaker's search for subject matter and his ana%yb

sis and mastery of it in a manner adapted to his individual capacities add

| |
@o his estimates of the knowledge and emotional attitudes of his audience.

This study concerns itself with two questions in regard to inven%
%ion: What are the basic premises from which Mrs. Catt developed exposié
&ions or arguments? How are these premises projected through the speak-
ér's selection and use of the logical, emotional, and ethical means of

persuasion?

Arrangement .~-Baldwin describes dispositio, collocatioc, or ar-

rangement as the '"'sequence or movement in the large."1 Aristotle de-
blares that

| a speech has two parts. Necessarily, you state your case, and you

: prove it. Thus we cannot state a case and omit to prove it, or prove

: a case without first stating it. . .at most, the parts cannot exceed
four--Proem, Statement, Argument, and Epilogue.? '

1
b

f"The distribution of arguments. . .in the proper order" is Cicero'!s defi-
nition.3
Quintilian treats it in more detail:

Let division, then, as I signified above, be the distribution of
a number of things into its component parts; partition, the regular
distribution of parts into their members, and a just disposition con-
necting those that follow with. those that precede; and arrangement a
due distribution of things and their parts in their proper places.

But let us remember that arrangement is often altered to suit the
interest of a cause and thz? the same question is not always discussed
first by both parties. . .

1Baldwin, op. cit., p. 21.
2The Rhetoric of Aristotle, op. cit., III. 13. 220.
3Cicero De Inventione, op. cit., I. vii. 9. 19.

: bQuintilian's Institutes of Oratory, op. cit., IIT. dii-vi. .
177-46lk. S
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Thonssen and Baird give the following explanation:

Disposition covers the concept of arrangement, of orderly plan-
ning and movement of the whole idea. Although the treatment of it
differs within a narrow range among the several treatises, the gen-
eral meaning is twofold: the appreciation of a plan for the speech
as a whole, and the development of the specific parts of the speech,
such as the exordium, narration, proof, peroration, and whatever
other divisions the authors specify. Baldwin is correct in saying
that what is noticeably missing, not only in Aristotle's treatment
of disposition, but in the other works of the classical tradition as
well, "is some definite inculcation of consecutiveness.”

In some treatises, ancient and modern, invention and disposition
are treated under a common head--~the assumption being that the order-
ly arrangement of the materials constitutes an essential part of the
inventive process.

That rhetorical function, we may conclude, which determines the
iorder within the whole idea and the proportioning among the parts is
iknown as arrangement. It is treated in this study by the investigation
Sof these two questions: What are the basic patterns of arrangement em-

bloyed? What is the relationship between these patterns and the speaker's

sel'ection and use of the inventive process?2

Sources
Since 1939 the writer has been collecting Mrs. Catt's speeches
Eand many other primary source materials concerning her. Mrs. Catt has
égiven the writer personal assistance in gathering materials and has com~
imented that the writer's collection includes many speeches not in her
k wn.3 Titles of approximately sixty of these speeches have not appeared

;in previous bibliographies. For this study Mrs. Catt donated duplicate

| 1Thonssen and Gilkinson, op. cit., p. 79.

' 2Definitions of other rhetorical terms appear at the approprlate
@lace in the text.

.3.%&@’9.91&%_@’9_‘}231_4_&3, Catt, personal interview, 1943.
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d 1
|
she sent her collection to the New York City Library and some duplicates{

to the Woman's Rights collections located at Radcliffe College, at Smith%

pollege Library, and at Bryn Mawr College.l Other speech copies were ob{
%ained from individual publications, periodicals, files of women's organi—
éations, Susan B. Anthony's biography,2 and histories of the woman suf-
Erage movement. Peck quotes parts of several speeches in her biography
of Mrs. Catt. Three valuable sources for rather complete copies of

speeches include The Woman Citizen, The Woman's Journal, and Delegate!s

Worksheet.3 The total number of extant copies of her speeches approxi-

mates one hundred and fifty.h ' -

|
l Mrs. Catt arranged interviews for the writer with a number of

her close friends who contributed information regarding Mrs. Catt, her

|
activities, and her attributes as a speaker.5 The book, Woman Suffrage

and Politics, by Carrie Chapman Catt and Nettie Rogers Shuler and numer-

fous articles and pamphlets written by Mrs. Catt supplement her speeches

lietter from Mary Gray Peck, August 22, 1948,

: 2"Eulogium at Miss Anthony's Funeral," in Ida Husted Harper, The
Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony, IIT (Indianapolis: Hollenbeck Press,
19085, 1437-1439.

3The first two periodicals were intended to promote the women's
movement with especial emphasis upon the suffrage cause. Delegatels
Worksheet is a pamphlet that was published annually by the Conferences
on the Cause and Cure of War.

hBecause of the many duplications and minor variations it is
rather impossible to arrive at any exact number.

SMary Gray Peck, biographer of Mrs. Catt, Mrs. Raymond Brown, at
one time president of the New York State Woman Suffrage Organization, and
Mrs. Norman deR. Whitehouse, suffrage leader and chairman of the Women's:
Action Committee for Victory and Lasting Peace.
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in revealing her reasoning and attitudes toward controversial subjects.

Closely related secondary sources include Mary Gray Peck'!s biography of

Mrs. Catt;l Susan B. Anthony and Ida Husted Harper's The History of Woman

Suffrage, Volume IV; Ida Husted Harper's The History of Woman Suffrage,

Volumes V, VI; several periodical publications intended for women; and
|

i . . . .

news items, especially from the New York ‘I‘:Lm.es.2 For analysis of the
|

‘ I
speaker's concepts, canons concerning invention and arrangement have been

selected from classical and traditional rhetoricians, as already cited.

|
| Procedures

i Selection of speeches.——In addition to a total of about one hun-
hred and fifty extant copies of speeches by Mrs., Catt, there are at least
A‘sixtybfive stenographic or news reports, rather synoptical in content.

l The writer of this study has read all of these with the exception of about
%en speeches. Mrs. Catt approved the copies read as representative of her
§speaking.3 0f the one hundred and fifty speeches, twenty epideictic, a
Efew others treating issues not included in this study, and about twenty-
gfive which would duplicate premises and arguments and use of rhetorical
%devices were excluded., This study reports the analysis of the remaining
;one hundred deliberative speeches, selected in such a way as to include

jall of her extant premises and arguments used in the promotion of suffrage

lPeck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit.

2Many other sources are listed in the bibliography.

3statement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview. ©She regretted that
lcoples had not been kept of a course of lectures on "Women from the Stand-
‘'point of Evolution" delivered during the winter of 1904~1905 at the Brook-
ilyn Institute of Arts and Sciences. . o S
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and peace. a . }
|
|
|
i

Mrs. Catt acknowledged the authenticity of the texts of her ex-

tant speeches in numerous ways. She permitted copies to be distributed

Fo her auditors, published them in periodicals, released them for news
%eports, and had copies of most of them in her files. One variable con—i
?erns the closeﬁess with which she adhered to the copies when presentingﬁ
her addresses, especially since ‘it was her habit to speak extemporaneously
§n most occasions. Such considerations which éould be critical in a
study of style do not seem appreciably to impair a study of invention

éand arrangement,

i Selection of issues.-—-The research procedure involved a reading

Ff the one hundred selected speeches to determine the inherent divisions

;f the whole. The woman suffrage speeches adapted themselves to classifi-
&ation by three issues: Do women need the ba;lot? What is the best method
iof securing this ballot? What use should women make of the ballot? In the
peace speeches also three issues seem to appear: What are the causes of
war? What are the "“cures" of war? Can the "cures" for war be put into
fpractice? The frequent blending of these three issues led to their treat-
@ent under a single larger issue: How may war be abolished?

Analysis and report.——Each speech in each issue was analyzed ac-~-

cording to the traditional concepts of invention and arrangement: pre-
;mises and arguments, patterns of reasoning, methods of support, refuta-
tion, emotional and ethical proofs, and organization. An illustration of
;the method used in the analysis of ninety-six speeches appears in Appendix
fIII. In addition, a representative speech for each issue was analyzed ih

‘full detail as shown in_Appendix II. In reporting the findings of the
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esearch, each 1issue 1s Iirst considered as a separate and complete unit |

and later treated as a part of a total rational system.l

Plan of the Study

Chapter II presents Mrs. Catt--her personality, career, and

{

Fpeech practice. IEach chapter, including ITI-VI, develops the invention
;nd arrangement of one issue: III, the need of the ballot; IV, the methqd
bf obtaining the ballot; V, the use of the ballot; and VI, the abolition
bf war. Chapter VII concludes the dissertation with a summary of the
findings pertaining to the use of invention and arrangement in the whole
bf Mrs. Catt!'s extant deliberative speeches in which she promotes woman

Euffrage and peace,

i
i
!
i
!
}
!
i
|

L ,.,.ﬁ-,:’:GQmp_let_,e__,mnkiggﬁdgta,,,for_ this study are on file w1th the wrltgr




CHAPTER II
CARRTE CHAPMAN CATT

The principal concern of this study is the rhetorical analysis
and criticism of the invention and arrangement in the speeches of Carrie
Chapman Catt. Certain basic factors pertaining to her personal charac-—
#eristics, her activities in promoting woman suffrage and peace, and her
practice as a speaker are essential to the understanding of her use of
ﬁnvention and arrangement. It is the purpose of this chapter to present
?s concisely as possible these traits and activities. The chapter is
Edivided into three sections: The first presents a brief biographical re-
&iew, an analysis of her personality traits and political attitude, and a
jreview of the attitudes of her contemporaries toward her. The second
treats Mrs. Catt's career as a suffragist and as a pacifist. The third
fdeals with Mrs. Cati's speaking activities--the extensiveness of the

speaking occasions, the kinds of audiences, the preparation for speaking,

the delivery, and Mrs. Catt's evaluation of herself as a speaker.
The Woman

E Brief Biographical Review

: The first American ancestors of Carrie Clinton Lane settled in
| ;
Massachusetts in the first half of the seventeenth century. Lucius Lane,

17
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the speaker's father, and Marie Clinton, her mother, both of English de-
scent, were reared on farms near Potsdam, New York. After their marriage
they moved West, settling in Ripon, Wisconsin. Here the second child,
Carrie, was born, January 9, 1859. The family included two other chil-
dren, Charles Herbert and William Harrison.™
| When Carrie was seven, the Lane family moved to a farm near
- Charles City, Iowa. After finishing high school, she taught one year in
her home district to earn money for college expenses. While she was in
Iowa State College a part of her study included the doctrine of evolu-
;‘bion.2 In 1880, she graduated from college with the degree of Bachelor
Bf Science. For one year she worked in a law office in Charles City;
Fhen she became principal of the Mason City (Iowa) High School, being
bromoted to the superintendency of that school in 1883.3

On February 12, 1885, she married Leo Chapman, editor—owner of

ihe Mason City Republican. His death, which occurred on a trip to San

Trancisco, August, 1886, left his widow a stranger in that city. One
year of experience in the business world sufficed to convince her that
ﬁer aim in life should be to make women free, secure, and respected.h To
#aterialize this purpose she began her activity among friends by lectur-'

ing in her home state of Iowa. Soon the Iowa Woman Suffrage Association

1peck s> Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., pp. 17-20.

* 2Peck, "Mrs., Catt at College: 1880-1930," The Woman's Journal,
FV (September, 1930), 21, 39-42.

i
i
1

3peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., pp. 34=36.
| op. cit
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selected her to be state organizer and recording secretary. In these
three capacities--speaker, organizer, and secretary--she labored two
years, increasing the membership and the income of the organization.

In 1890 she made her first address to the National American Wom-—
an Suffrage Association.l In that same year she married George W. Catt
of Seattle, Washington. He was a sympathizer with her chosen career.
From 1890 to 1895 Mrs. Catt served as an apprentice suffragist doing cam-
paign speaking mostly in the Midwest, especially in South Dakota and in
Colorado. From 1895 to 1900, as chairman of the National Woman Suffrage
Organization Committee, she maintained an office in New York City direct-
ing the workers throughout the nation. She served as president of the
National American Woman Suffrage Association for nine years (1900 to
19043 1915 to 1920). Mrs. Catt's suffrage activities were interrupted
in 1905 by the death of Mr. Catt, and in 1907, by the illness and death
of her brother Will and of her mother.

Overlapping the years as national president, she spent nineteen
yvears (1904 to 1923) as president of the International Woman Suffrage Al-
liance. Except for the interruption caused by the restriction of travel
during World War I, she devoted most of this period to organizing women's
clubs and speaking to both men and women in all of the continents of the
world except Australia. In many countries she interviewed govermmental

officials, attempting to secure more liberties for women.

lPeck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 58.

2Carrie Chapman Catt, "A Suffrage Team," The Woman Citizen, VIII
(September 8, 1923), 1ll-12.
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Before gaining the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment,
granting woman suffrage in the United States, she spent much time com-
municating either in person or by telegraph with the state legislatures.
In completing the struggle for the ballot she founded the League of Women
Vbters in March, 1919, to 'speed the suffrage campaign in our own and
other countries" and to prepare women for citizenship responsibilities.l
After the victory of the federal amendment, she served three more years
as president of the International Alliance. She also organized the first
Pan-~-American Union of Women, acting as its president for one year, 1922
fo 1923, at which time she visited Panama and many countries of South
hmerica conferring with governmental officials in behalf of an improved
éstatus for women in those countries.2
' In 1924 Mrs. Catt began plans for a peace education program which
ﬁn the following year culminated into a peace organization, known as the
bause and Cure of War Coni‘erences.3 Mrs. Catt was chairman of these con-
?ferences from 1925 to 1932, and then honorary chairman until 1940 when
ﬁhe Woman'!s Action Committee for Victory and Lasting Peace succeeded the
iconferences. She was honorary chairman of this new peace organization.h
éhe continued to speak upon special occasions, and delivered her last ad-
hress on January 9, 1947, two months before her death.

During her last years, Mrs. Catt continued to be honorary

INew York Times, March 29, 1919, p. k.

; 2uMrs. Catt's New Job," The Woman Citigen, VII (July 29, 1922),
P. 21-‘ ' {

SNew York Times, December 11, 1924, p. 26. g
A

.. .Statement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview.

t




21
chairman of many local and national organizations and to be very active
until the day of her death, March 9, 1947. In her home in New Rochelle,
New York, she read, received distinguished guests, looked after the de-
tails of her household, answered her correspondence, and made plans for
the future.l

President Truman's telegram, sent upon the occasion of her death,

read:

With the passing of Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt an era in our na-
tional life ccmes to a close. She had been a pioneer in fighting
for woman suffrage in the long~ago years when that cause was unpopu-
lar. Persistently and fearlessly, she campaigned for the suffrage
amendment to the Federal Constitution. Happily, after the victory
was won, she lived more than a quarter of a century to see American
women take their rightful place on an equal basis with men in the
exerciie of the ballot. She will be widely mourned and long remem—
bered.

Personal Characteristics

Physical factors.--From youth Carrie Lane was known for her strong

physique, her energy, and her striking appearance. Mary Gray Peck states:
"By the time she was eleven years old, Carrie had grown into an upstand-
ing girl, tall for her age, with light brown hair, fair complexion, blue
eyes, clear-cut features, resolute chin like her father's, and her mother's
quick sense of humor."3

In the prime of her life, in 1890, she was described as being

"rarely endowed mentally, and blest with those indefinable qualities

lup Great Leader Goes from Us," Independent Woman, XXVI (April,
1947), 100. .

2Tbid.

3Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 26.
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called magnetism and charm."l Her "handsome face and figure, her great

dignity and her knowledge of parliamentary law" combined to make her a

"perfect chairma.n."2

Just after Mrs. Catt had returned from the International Woman
Suffrage Alliance at Rome in 1923, Silas Bent interviewed her, describing
her thus:

She was seated on the broad plaza of her home in the Briarcliff
hills. . .as she talked, her manner assumed something of the platform
presence known to every State in the Union and to every country in
Burope. She ceased to be the mistress of a country estate and became
an advocate.3

Mrs. Clay Tallman, prominent member of the Tulsa League of Women
Voters, remembers Mrs. Catt as "a tall, stately woman, a little on the
stout side, very poised and with a face that bespoke a large inner life.
She is a great executive, a wonderful presider—not contentious in any
way."h

Others support the conviction that Mrs. Catt manifested leader-
ship in her very appearance:

She was a born leader in appearance as well as in achievement.
Her face is calm and composed, radiating a sort of benevolent spir-
ituality that is impossible to define. Her brows are gable-pointed
over keen blue eyes, whose depth of color is emphasized by the clothes
she wears. An extraordinarily mobile mouth tells tales to people who
know it well, in spite of its habitual firmness. It twists upward at
the corners when something carries an amusing tang, holds a one-sided
sweetness when she is being polite to casual strangers, as though
half of it, and her, were unmoved and unconcerned. Its quirks are

lporr, ep. cit., p. 299.
2Ibid., p. 301.

3New York Times, June 17, 1923, p. 3.

4Tulsa. Daily World, November 30, 1941.
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~ invariably upward; even sickness camnot make it droop. In some in-
definable way, which cannot be attributed to eyes, or face, or any
trick of manner, she exerts a personal magnetism whose attraction is

very sure.

At the age of eighty—-four Mrs. Catt was still active, her voice
resonant, her eyes bright, her hand-clasp strong, and her hospitality

gracious.
On August 20, 1946, Mrs. Catt wrote as follows:

I am now eighty-seven years plus nearly eight months. I do a
fair day's work, eat three meals a day with fair digestion, sleep
well at night, and have not been confined to my bed for a year. 1
think that is a pretty good report, but I have some ailments. I get
tired, I do not walk well, I do not hear well nor see well, but I am
here. I am hoping that I may have the honor of being allowed to stay
on this earth until they either get into a third war or decide they
will not have it.>

On her eighty-eighth birthday, just two months before her death,

women who heard her address on that occasion "commented with pleasure on

.’
the alertness of her bearing and undiminished vigor of her powers of ex~—

pression."h She did not cease her activity until the moment of her death

which came suddenly of a heart attack after a busy day.’

Personality.--In an age of pioneers for truth and justice, in
association with such illustrious names as Lucy Stone, Julia Ward
Howe, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Mary A. Livermore,
Frances Willard and others as meritorious, Carrie Chapman Catt came
upon the stage inheriting the courage, vision, patience, indomitable
will, and rare organizing genius of all of these, that she might com~
plete their work of full and equal opportunity to women as citizens

% IMitdred Adams, "The Real Mrs. Catt," The Woman Citizen, IX (Sep-
tember 6, 1924), 9, 28.

2Based upon personal interview, New Rochelle, September, 1943.
3Letter from Mrs. Catt to the author, August 20, 1946.
bug great Leader Goes from Us," op. cit., p. 100.

l_iw _.,?lgigfzkpf,lQQ:w,w
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and co-workers with men in every avenue of useful human endeza,vor.:L

Mrs. R. E. Thomason, an active member of the League of Women
Voters, recognizes these personality traits in Mrs. Catt: !'courage, jus-

tice, love, wisdom, faith, hope, abiding sense of humor, a mind that can

forget hard feelings, and a face that can smile."2

Mrs. Catt was an industrious woman with great energy which in
turn inspired those with whom she worked. Dorothy Straus says:

Whether it was her ancestry or the rarefied air of her environ-
ment, young Carrie soon gave evidence of a characteristic independence
and energy that must have taxed the resourcefulness, if not the pa-
tience, of her family. . .

Her energetic drive, though waning somewhat with age, continued
until the close of her life. In her eighty-second year she was denouncing
fhe scrap sale to Japan with 'much energy" and appealing to the women:

"do a little deeper thinking than you have ever done before, and when you

have got to the bottom of it, you have got to speak and speak more bois-
" ‘
1"

terously than you do now.

.

Coupled with this ardent energy was the trait of perseverance:

Obstacles have never seemed insurmountable to her. She believes
that patience and perseverance will accomplish miracles. And her
word to those who will carry on the task that she will one day re-
linquish is to bide their time and keep their faith.

Perseverance was further evidenced by her "ability to select a

lGeorge Matthew Adams, "Carrie Chapman Catt--Pioneer and Prophet,”
Tulsa Daily World, January 7, 1945.

2The Woman Citizen, V (March 19, 1921), 1090.

3Straus, op. cit., p. 22.
LNew York Times, February 16, 1941, p. 24.

5s. J. Woolf, "Mrs. Catt at 80, Calls Women to War on War," New
Ybrk Times, January. 8 1939, p. 10.. , L
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definite goal and through determination to achieve it step by step;"l
Mrs. Brown states that in 1918 she sat in a committee meeting with Mrs.
Catt and "watched her map plans month by month for the two years to fol-
low, and then observed each item carried out on time.,"2 At times her co~
workers ''groaned" at the 'definiteness" of her plans.3 In addition to be-
ing called a "non-conformist she was less frequently designated as a
"fighter": "Mrs. Catt is a fighter, but a serene one. She does not fly
at people's throats, she is not ashamed of tact."h

A quality that strengthened her as a leader was the ability to
inspire others. Many younger women admired her so much that they de-
iightedly followed her. Often, when asked why they were in the suffrage
fanks, they replied that they had no intention to join until they met Mrs.
batt.5 Her co-workers spoke of her as the "soul" of their conventions,
?nd as their "inspiration and driving force. No matter how ardent the
Eeal of the suffragists, she seemed to intensify their glow by showing
ﬁow organized and mobilized strength could be irresistible."6
Mrs. Catt's optimistic trait was strengthened by a sense of humor.

Mildred Adams describes it in these words:

e « ooOnly her friends appreciate how complete is that sense of

lstatement by Mrs. Raymond Brown, personal interview.
2Tbig.

3Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. c¢it., p. 67.

: AWinifred and Frances Kirkland, Girls Who Became Leaders (New
York: Ray Long and Richard R. Smith, Inc., 1932), p. 8l.

5Statement by Mrs. Raymond Brown, personal interview.

6Peck, Carrie.Chapman Catt, op..cit., pp. 209, 243, 321..
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humor which is sometimes so devastating. It seems as though humor
lay in her very eye, so that she perceives all things, even herself
colored with a glimmer of fun, which is_all that keeps them from be-
ing too serious or too tragic for life.l .

[?ven though she waé] famous all over the world, an absence of
egotism is attributed to Mrs. Catt: if she thinks of herself at all
—-—-and there are those who doubt it--it is not in those terms, not as
a "Lost Star of the Pleiades'. . .But as a busy woman who gets a lot
of fun out of the thick of things.

She shared with others most of her $5,000 Pictorial Review Award:

Now that I have won a prize of $5,000 I would like to tell you how I
have already spent it. I have given $100 each to ten women who have
been connected with me in the suffrage movement for many years, and
$100 each to twenty peace societies. I thought I ought to have a
present for myself, so I bought a new encyclopedia with a nice table
and reading lamp. The rest of_the money will go to the Committee
for the Cause and Cure of War.

Mrs. Catt, a non-militant, sought to avoid conflicts that might
arise between the militant and non-militant woman suffrage workers. In
Budapest she declined to discuss the resolution attacking militant suf-

fragists on the ground that the Congress had already avowed its attitude

to be neutral.h In London, 1909, she addressed the Alliance:

Since I came here,. . .I have received a great many letters ask-
ing me to condemn militant tactics, and a great many others asking
me to uphold them. Now I have no intention of doing either, but I
also have no intention of evading the issue. As an international
body, we must not take sides in a contention over methods in any
single country. Here in England there is an intense difference of
opinion about this matter. You and I, delegates to this convention,
if we are courteous, diplomatic, just—--if we understand what inter-
nationalism _really means——will be silent upon our opinions concerning
that issue.

lMildred Adams, "The Real Mrs. Catt," op. cit., p. 28.
2Ibid., p. 8.

i 3NewYork Times, November 14, 1930, p. 13.
b1vid., June 21, 1913, p. 4.

;mwuumHmﬁPeck,HGanrie“Chapman“Catt,_gp.,cit.,.p..166.
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[ TGood will on the part of Mrs. Catt was also shown the anti-suffra-

igist women as their defeat became more evident in 1917. Mrs. Catt com-—-
hended them for having done their duty as they saw it. Then she admon-

ished them to lay aside differences.
‘ Come, [ﬁhe saié], and let us work together to make our country
yet more effective in the prosecution of this war and yet more effec-
tive in the reconstruction work to come after the war to the end that
the world may be made a safer, fairer, juster, place for men and wom+
| en to live in.

There was a humanitarian trait in Mrs. Catt's personality. Some:
?of the instances in which she pleaded for assistance for those in need in-
cluded the distressed nationalities of Middle Europe in 1918 at the close
of World War 1,2 Madame Curie,3 the religious and political refugees

from Germany,tF and the Finnish people when attacked by Russia in 1914,0.5

Mrs, Catt's personality traits would be incomplete without a ref%

erence to some of her characteristic tastes and interests. Mildred Adam$
describes the most important of these in this passage:

Starting with a predilection for public affairs, she has concen-!
trated so long and so steadily on them that she has developed certaln
"blind sides" concerning things for which there was no time left. i
Music, outside of old songs and hymns, makes no particular appeal.
Pictorial art leaves her cold, unless it has a story value which
attracts momentary attention. She plays no games, and none of the
terms of sport have a place in her vocabulary. Drama is only for
recreation, and then she asks that it either amuse her or move her
with a powerful sense of eternal tragedy.

Her hobby is farming. This year 1924:]she went to Juniper Lodg:

w

1The Woman Citizen, I (November 24, 1917), 489.

2New York Times, December L, 1918, p. 12.

3The Woman Citizen, V (March 12, 1921), 1063.

hkNew York Times, March 31, 1938, p. 5.

2Ibid., March 11, 1940, Pe3uw - oo
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in the worst snowstorm of the year because it was April 1 and time to
confer with her gardener. All summer long she gardens steadily and
lovingly, and flowers and vegetables respond to her practiced hand.
She carries on long and intricate conversations with John the garden-—
er, in an unintelligible stream of Latin botanical terms. Her grove
of trees, each one with its bronze plate bearing the name of a famous
suffragist, is the pilgrimage spot for freguent parties. In other
words, her avocations all arise out of that early Iowa farm life which
made up her busy childhood.

Her prejudices, which she does not inflict on other people, are
those of an intelligent Middle Westerner, backed by others which she
has accumulated during a long and active life. No one who reads
Woman Suffrage and Politics will doubt that she is personally an
ardent prohibitionist for very definite reasons. She has quite a
real basis for a deep-seated suspicion of all politicians and their
promises.

In brief, the personality of Mrs. Catt was that of a non-conform-
ist and a pioneer possessing a vision of an improved status for women and
for the civilization of the world. ©She had courage and optimism necessary
fo inspire herself and others to meet opposition and to maintain a faith
£hat goals were attainable. In meeting the challenges confronting her
?she expressed a determined but usually a tactful consideration toward
ihose who opposed her cause.

Social philosophy.~-Mrs. Catt's philosophy was almost identical

fo her reflective thinking--a topic to be treated in the analysis and ap-~
braisal of her speeches. Briefly stated, her basic social philosophy was
founded upon the principles of evolution. Among her numerous references
to evolution, the following is typical:
To me, the theory of evolution has always been an immense conso-
lation, and it holds out hope in these troubled times. For man pro-

gresses and advances; the set backs that come are only temporary,
and eventually we shall reach a higher plane of living.2

lMildred Adams, "The Real Mrs. Catt," op. cit., p. 28.
. Zoolf, op. cit., p. 10. _
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In this process of evolution men and women were gradually leaving

off degrees of barbarism and acquiring through education higher states of
civilization.l This belief justified her advocacy of education of all
people, of equal suffrage and natural rights for women, and of the need

. 2
for Y“effective organizers of public sentiment and public opinion" by
women so that disciplined conduct of civilized people might supplant in-
adequate traditions, laws, and habits.3

In this evolutionary pattern, according to Mrs. Catt, woman suf-

frage is merely a segment of a movement which has no leaders, no organiza=-
tion. She explains:

It [ihe movemené] is an evolution, like enlightenment and democ-
racy. Here and there societies have made organized efforts to push
some phase of these great world movements and have disbanded when
their tasks have been accomplished, but the great movements of which
they have been a small part go on. They are not confined to one
land or to one age, but continue through centuries.

When the woman movement began no one knows. . . .Naturally the
movement as we know it today varies in different parts of the world,
and women very logically zrotest against these oppressions which bear
most unhappily upon them.

Mrs. Catt conceived of a transition from war policies to peace

policies which "must include a change of public mind all along the line,

a slow and tedious process but not impossible, since all men and women

have some sense of logic."s BEvolutionary attitudes such as these underlie

Llcarrie Chapman Catt, "Should Congress Approve the Proposed Equal
Righ?s Amendment to the Constitution?" Congressional Digest, XXVII (April,
1943), 118.

2The Woman Citigzen, VI (August 27, 1921), 13.

3New York Times, March 13, 1930, p. 1.

b1pbid., February 15, 191k, p. 8.

5Ibid., January 17, 1928, p. A4.
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all of her.prémises énd argumen.ts.l
Religion.--In 1870 Carrie Lane became interested in reading the

Bible as a result of a "revival in religion"; at the same time she was

reading The Mistakes of Moses by Robert G. Ingersoll. Ingersoll's influ-
ence upon her was greater than that of the Bible.2
E@nen Mary Garrett Hay, Mrs. Catt's close companion for twenty

years, died (1928), Mrs. Catt's| mind turned, as our minds will when

shaken by the death of those close to us, to the question of immor-

tality. While she could not believe in survival of the personal

human spirit after death, she no longer felt her youthful intolerance

for that comforting possibility. She was increasingly conscious of

the mystery of the universe and the evolutionary processes within it.

"My religion, if you can call it such," she said, "is that I must

work with all my powers in harmony with those forces as far as 1 can

comprehend them, and let the future take care of itself,n3

Political Attitude
Mrs. Catt concentrated long and steadily upon public affairs, in-

cluding all units—--city, county, state, nation, and world. She spent
much time in making appeals for suffrage to the different political par-
ties and to different units of governments. She wrote long editorials in
the women's Jjournals concerning parties, politicians, and citizenship re-
sponsibilities relative to contemporary problems. Yet, in spite of these
political interests, she preferred to be nonpartisan. In 1915 she com—
mented as follows concerning her political attitude as well as that of

her fellow-workers:

Our strict nonpartisan attitude may have delayed the coming of

é 1see Chapters III-VI,

% 2Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 27.
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woman suffrage. But when it comes woman will be absolutely free to

choose parties, candidates, and causes, without obligation to any

party. The suffrggisis are not working to pull any political chest-

nuts out of the fire.

Her nonpartisan attitude was evidenced on several occasions.

Even though Mrs. Catt was an ardent supporter of Woodrow Wilson, in 1924
She was opposed by the Democratic women for the chairmanship of the Na-
tional Democratic Convention. They charged that she had frequently lob-
bied at Washington for bills in opposition to Democratic principles, and
that she was not a true Democrat.2 On a straw ballot that year Mrs., Catt
voted for Pinchot, writing on her ballot, "a dry man for peace."3 Later
she registered as a Republican and voted for Hoover.4 When the Law Pres-
érvation Party nominated her for United States Senator in 1934, she re-
&used to accept, not desiring to hold any political office herself.5
. According to Mrs. Raymond Brown, Mrs. Catt possessed an outstand-
éng political mind which she used for pubiic service rather than for per-
éonal interests.6 She utilized this kind of political ability to organ-
ize the Woman Suffrage Party, the League of Women Voters, and many other

woman suffrage groups in four continents.7 None of these organizations

INew York Times, June 6, 1915, p. 15.

2Ibid., April 25, 1924, p. 21.
3Ibid., September 29, 1924, p. 20.
Libid., January 7, 1935, p. 17.
>Ibid., October 3, 1934, p. 5.

} 6statement by Mrs. Brown, New York, September, 1943, personal
interview.

' TEven though her work extended to five continents, conditions in
§outh America were such that the women were not yet ready for organized
effort. Carrie Chapman Catt, "Summing up South America," The Woman Citi-
zen;VIT (June-2;1923); 7 ff. T T e e
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opposed the major political parties.

Mrs. Catt did not approve of picketing the White House to secure
éuffrage, nor did she support the Equal Rights Bill.l Therefore, she did
not promote the Woman's Party, led by Alice Paul. The Equal Rights Bill,
according to Mrs. Catt, would remove certain protective legislation for
women.2 The League of Women Voters "differs from the Woman's Party in
policy in that it emphasizes citizenship rather than sex."3

As a result of Mrs. Catt's long struggle to obtain the federal
suffrage amendment, she acquired certain attitudes toward politics. The
answer to the delay in obtaining the amendment was, she says:

. . .not an antagonistic public sentiment, nor yet an uneducated

or indifferent public sentiment--it was the control of public senti~
ment, the deflecting and the thwarting of public sentiment, through

the tracing and the trickery, the buying Epd the selling of American
politics. We think that we can prove it.

@y way of proof she wrote the book, Woman Suffrage and Politics. Clean-
ang-up politics was an important problem to her.5 The responsibility of
idoing it, she reasoned, belonged to the people.6

The political attitude of Mrs. Catt will be given further treat-

ment in the analysis of her speeches. On the whole it may be designated

lrhe Woman Citizen, V (February 12, 1921), 975.

' 2Carson C. Hathaway, ""Women Progress Under Suffrage," New York
TlmBS, August 22, 1926; also, August 29, 1937, p. l.

3Ibid.
4Catt and Shuler, op. cit., p. viii.

; 5Carrie Chapman Catt, "Party Clean-Ups are the Crying Need:
Feminism Answer?" The qugg's Journal, XVI (April, 1931), 15-16.

1
!

. ONew York Times, January 10, 1932, p. 26.
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as one of nonpartisanship oriented to public service. The advancement of

good citizenship was ever her stated goal.

Attitudes of Contemporaries

It was the opinion of Mrs. Catt's contemporaries that she aroused
less controversy than other leaders of the woman suffrage cause. There
were those, however, who opposed her not only as a suffrage leader, but
also as a person, accusing her of supporting socialism and of being dis-
loyal to her country.l She was possibly most frequently attacked by
Everett P. Wheeler, head of the Man Suffrage Association Opposed to Woman
§uffrage.2 After a series of such attacks which occurred in the last
Qeeks of the New York campaign, Mrs. Catt threatened "to bring suit for

libel unless they were retracted. As a result of her threat to sue,

Everett P. Wheeler. . .withdrew an offensive publication, and the anti's

toned down their diatribes."3 One of the greatest oppositions to Mrs.
patt that arose within the woman suffrage forces came from the group of
militants headed by Mrs. Alva (0. H. P.) Belmont .
|

It was generally believed that by her prudence and sagacity Mrs.

1Tpid., October 4, 1917, p. 13.
' 2Everett P. Wheeler, "Attention of Mrs. Catt,' ibid., October 29,
1915, pP. 12,

i

3Peck,~ Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 280.

i hStatement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview. (As Mrs. Catt re-
lated incidents pertaining to this conflict she took from under the blot-
ter on her desk a "favorite news article given by Mrs. Belmont to a re-
g;rger in Paris." It is found in the New York Times, June 2, 1926, p.

L e e e e el
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Catt had won the respect of her opponents not only for herself but also

for the cause for which she spoke. The following editorial illustrates

this opinion:

“the brightest woman enlisted in the woman suffrage cause,"

of the suffrage movement," and "the brains of a statesman.

Even the antagonists of woman suffrage always have recognized the
fact that, while some of the supporters are as lacking in intelli-
gence as in manners and good taste, there were others to whom those
qualities can be denied only by those whose condemnation of 'the
cause' is as violent and unreasoning as are the most misguided of
its advocates. Among the suffrage leaders from whom the enemies as
well as the friends of the movement have learned to expect, with con-
fidence, something of wisdom in both action and language has been
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt.

Respect for Mrs. Catt has been expressed in references to her as

2 "the brains

n3

Alice Booth says:

Some people will do showy work but not work behind scenes—-~dull
organization work. Not many people who heard Carrie Chapman Catt
speak—and realized the inspiration of her purpose, the force of her
clear-cut contentions, the brilliance of her intellect--ever knew
that in the days between those public appearances she was doing the
work that made them possible.

In other ways women were great admirers of Mrs. Catt as indicated

by the following representative statements:

1
i

Mrs. Catt was the soul of the conference [Minneapolis, l9lé],
its inspiration and driving force. She talked to us like a Dutch
uncle or like a mother in the days of the matriarchate. She charged
the suffrage organizations over the country with inefficiency and

INew York Times, March 24, 1919, p. 12.

2Iowa State Register, Des Moines, May 28, 1897.

3Mildred Adams, "The Real Mrs. Catt," op. cit., p. 8.

hAllce Booth, "America's Twelve Greatest Wbmen," Good Housekeegfﬁ

ing, XLITI (October, 1931), 160. ... ... - R
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convicted us of sin. She made those who had supposed themselves the
most ardent feel that their zeal hitherto had been a pale and inef-
fectual flame, and she aroused it to an intenser glow. She showed
how the strength ofithe cause can be made irrestible if only organ-
ized and mobilized.

A report in The Woman Citizen following the victory convention held in

Chicago, February, 1920, reads:

She made them [érusading pioneeré] live again. She impressed us
so strongly from the first moment with the sense of their being there
that we never lost it throughout the convention. For only a few mo-
ments she stood before us, the very personification of that which we
had struggled for, hoped for--and won-~superior woman, endowed with
the full, free right of self-expression. "You've won," she said.

"Be glad,"_she said. "Rejoice, applaud and be glad!" They did and
they were.

Miss Peck states that Mrs. Catt was successful in that she had

the same effect on women all over the world. Everyone recognized her

3

genius. She did not have to struggle for cooperation.
For years Mrs. Catt'!s birthdays were honored by gifts, telegrams,
speeches, and dinners. On January 9, 1944, after one of these celebra-~
tions, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt said in part:

Many people. . .seem to consider that mere years are an achieve-
ment, but with Mrs. Catt, every year seems to be counted. She and
the women with whom she worked, and who preceded her, laid the foun-
dation and built on today's opportunities. . . .

Many a time I have been grateful to you for the leadership which
you have given my generation. Now that the time draws near for my
generation to turn over the work of the world to a new generation, I
only hope that we may continue to give them the appreciation and
helpful advice and constructive criticism which you have given to so
many in the past years. The present is a time of great opportunity
for women, and I hope the younger generation will have your courage

1plice Stone Blackwell, quoted in Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op.
Cit., p. &3.

%Ibid., p. 322.

3St.a:"cem.ent by Miss Peck, personal interview, September, 1943.
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and your vision and your humor--these qualities will carry them
through to new victories and far horizons.

On the same occasion Marion H. Russell expressed this view of Mrs.
Catt: '"Recognized as one of the world's outstanding women, Mrs. Catt is
a very modest one, and her friends will tell you that her sense of humor
is delightful,"?

In November of 1944, eight hundred women met in the Hotel Biltmore
to honor Mrs. Catt by presenting her the American Association of Univer-
sity Women's award for eminent achievement that year. Mrs. J. Borden
Harriman, who made the presentation, paid tribute to Mrs. Catt for her
"far-seeing statesmanship, her outstanding sense of humor, her tolerance,
and her understanding of the inherent conservatism of public opinion."3

At her last birthday celebration, 1947, the American Association
for the United Nations honored her with many speeches by such outstanding
people as Dr. James T. Shotwell; Mrs. Vihayalakshmi Pandit, Head of the
Indian Delegation of the United Nations; Miss Minerva Barnadino, Chairman
of the Inter—American Commission of Women; Lady Reading, Founder and Chair-
man of the Women's Voluntary Service of Great Britain; and Josephus Dan-
iels, Secretary of the Navy in Woodrow Wilson's Cabinet. At that time
Thomas J. Watson presented Mrs. Catt with the Association's scroll honor-
ing her for her devotion to the cause of world peace and her efforts on

behalf of international cooperation. Mrs. Roosevelt added to the other

lSta.ndard-—Star, New Rochelle, New York, January 10, 1944, pp. 1,

2Ibid., January 8, 1944.

3New York Times, November 20, 194k, p. 24.
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messages:

I think it's wonderful, Mrs. Catt, that you can look back and
feel that you have accomplished so much not only for your country
but for countries throughout the world. In our hearts, we give you
our gratitude and respect and deep admiration,

Several presidents of the United States showed respect for Mrs.
Catt. 'No request of hers was ever denied by President Wilson, and that
too when he was carrying the burden of the war and the subsequent peace
negotia.tions."2 President and Mrs. Coolidge received her at the White
House.3 President Roosevelt congratulated her in person at the White
House as a part of the jubilee celebration, 1936, honoring her fifty
years of service to the public. In part he said:
The many years of devoted work which you gave to the cause of
women's suffrage have long since been justly rewarded, not only by
the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution of our

own country, but also by marked improvement in the status of women

! throughout the world.

I Those of us who are concerned directly with the maintenance and
encouragement of peace between nations are also grateful to you for
the splendid leadership you give to the cause of peace and the fur-
therance of the prevention of war. May you continue for many years
to come as the strong and active captain in these noble objectives
of a better civilization.

Endless honors and tributes bestowed upon her of both national
and international significance indicate that the public appreciated her
Services. In summarizing these honors an editorial writer in the New

Jork Times wrote: "In the eighteen eighties Mrs. Catt was thought to be

1lIbid., January 10, 1947, p. 2.

2"Changlng the Mind of a Nation," World Tomorrow, XIII (September,

1930) 359.

; 3Peck Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 411.

' 4Letter from President Franklin D. Roosevelt to Carrie Chapman
Catt, -January 22, 1936, -quoted-in Peck,-ibid., pp. 455-56.-

e
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a crank. Today she is honored everywhere. It is the times that have

changed, not the woman."

Summary

Carrie Chapman Catt (1859-1947), a pioneer and defender of the
rights of her sex, spent her early childhood in Wisconsin and Iowa. Aft-
er graduating from college she served as a principal and a superintendent
of a school before her marriage to Leo Chapman. Ivents following Chap-
man's death gave impetus to her interest in promoting woman suffrage.
Her marriage to George Catt provided financial and sympathetic support
for her career. As executive, organizer, and speaker she worked to ob-
tain enfranchisement of women in five continents. After accomplishing
ﬁuch of this goal she directed the promotion of peace education in the
United States.
} Physically, Carrie Lane (later Mrs. Catt) was an energetic child.
As an adult she was observed to be tall and stately, rather portly and
Qell—poised. She impressed her contemporaries as having the appearance
jof a leader. Much of her personality was reflected in her ability to
%isualize and complete a complex task and to organize and inspire others
?to accept her leadership. She showed a subtle sense of humor and her at-
ﬁitude toward others was generally described as considerate and tactful.,
her faith in the evolutionary progress of the human race and her ability
io consider each cause as only a segment of age-old movements tends to
;identiﬂy her with those having confidence in humanity and a broad perspeé-

@ive toward social problems. It was her religion to endeavor to work in

i
]

ll_\le_w;t_ork Times, January 11, 1939, p. 10.
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harmony with the forces of the universe.

Mrs. Catt was known for her nonpartisan political attitude. Her
aim was to serve the public by promoting good citizenship and democratic
principles. It was generally believed that Mrs. Catt, by her prudence
and sagacity, had won the respect of her opponents not only for herself
but also for the cause for which she spoke. She was respected as an or-
ganizer of ability, a firm and tactful executive, an inspirational leader,
and a stateswoman. For her contributions to the improvement of the sta-

tus of women she was honored by the govermments of many nations.

The Career
Since Mrs. Catt devoted almost all of her adult life to speaking
éfor two causes--suffrage and peace, knowledge of her activities in these
%wo causes is essential to a thorough understanding of her rhetorical
%ractice. This section briefly recounts Mrs. Catt'!s career as a suffra-

gist and as a pacifist.

A Suffragist
The women's rights movement was in its infancy when Mrs. Catt be-
came interested in defending her sex. Oberlin College, established in
i833, was the first coeducational college in the United States.l Wes—

leyan College, Macon, Georgia, conferred the first academic degree on a

ﬁoman in 1840.2 The Declaration of Women's Rights was framed at Seneca

: lErnest R. Groves, The American Woman (New York: Emerson Books, -
Inc., 1944), p. 180.

2

; "Wesleyan College," Encyclopedia Americana, XXIX (1829-1951),
197. - , ' ,
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Falls, New'Yofk, July 19-20, 1848.1“ Wyoming, the first state to grant
women suffrage, did so in 1869.° Mrs. Catt (then Mrs. Chapman), at a

time when only one state had woman suffrage and a few others had local

3

election rights for women ,became a suffrage worker, in 1885.

Mrs. Catt was unable to determine when she first became inter-
ested in woman's rights. Many incidents in her childhood identified her
as a defender of her sex. When George Catt attempted to antedate her

interest in the movement, she jovially maintained that she had been born

4

a suffragist. One incident in her childhood which obviously led to her

later career occurred on an election day, when she, at the age of thir-
teen, learned that her mother could neither vote nor hold property in her
own name.

Mrs. Catt wrote of this incident later:

My life was decided for me by a presidential election long, long
ago. « « oThat night I climbed upon my father's knee, where I was ac-
customed to cuddle down and get sleepy over the telling of familiar
tales; but this time I gave my father a very uncomfortable half hour
by putting to him some questions he couldn't answer, the main one be-
ing why mother couldn't vote, while Mike, Hans, Peter and all the
rest could. His replies were far from satisfying and directly I
stood before him challenging all his assertions and declaring that
the real reason mother couldn't vote was because no one had ever
thought about giving the vote to women, and that when I grew up I
should tell everyone it ought to be done. My father laughed and
doubtless felt as my mother in after years said she did, "like a hen
that had hatched a duck."

1catt and Shuler, op. cit., p. 7.

%Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 4O
3Ca:bt and Shuler, op. cit., pp. 19-20.
ACatt, "A Suffrage Team," op. cit., p. 1l.
5;9;9., p. 11.

it
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While a student in Iowa State College, Carrie Lane initiated a
number of requests for her sex and obtained them. For instance, she ar-
ranged to have the women of the college share military training with the
men., Later, when she became a pacifist, she considered this event in her
life as somewhat of a joke.l

In 1885, in Mason City, Iowa, she initiated her first act for the

movement by supporting the municipal suffrage bill pending in the Iowa
Legislature. On her own, she organized a small group of friends to can-
vass the town, asking every woman to sign a petition in favor of the bill.
Less than a dozen declined. This independent work came as a surprise to
the State Suffrage Association. As a result she was urged to come to the
state convention where she met Lucy Stone and established her first con-
tact with the organized m.ovemen.t.2

By 1890, Mrs. Chapman had gained, by marriage, the support of

George W. Catt and she had developed into a “remarkable recruit to the
cause."3 Mrs. Catt later wrote that she had considered herself too busy
with her suffrage work to be married; but her husband-to-be convinced her
of the possibilities of strength in a "suffrage team" by proposing:

He could earn a living enough for two and free me from all eco-
nomic bargain, and we happily understood each other. It was a part-
nership which did not balk or goad either partner and worked so ami-
ably that I was unaware that there was any career involved in the
process. I was just telling people what their common sense should
have told them without any help from me or anyone else. If there was

a career, it was my husband's and mine together, and not mine alone.
After his death it was still the fruit of his energy that mostly

lPeck, Mrs, Catt at College: 1880-1930," gg;_gig.,_p. 4.

2Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit.

31bid., p. 58.
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relieved me from the task of self support, and without the consequent
independence I would not have been free to go on telling the story.

With each participation in the woman suffrage work, she became
more aware of the need for definite plans by the suffrage group.2 Step
by step, as she campaigned through South Dakota, Iowa, and Colorado, she
began to visualize a definité organization. In February, 1895, when the
national convention met in Atlanta, Mrs,., Catt called for a standing com-
mittee on organization to map out the national work and to put organizers

into the f’ield.3

At this time she officially began her executive work as
Chairman of the National Organization Committee.

During her five years as chairman of this committee (1895-1900),
the work increased so much that it became expedient to maintain a national
office, which was located in the World Building, New York City. A speak-
ing tour extending to the Pacific Coast took her away from her office
during the summer and fall of 1896.

[?n addition to long office hours, during her last year as chairmaé],
she visited twenty states, attended fifteen conventions, made fifty-
one set speeches and nobody knows how many more, spent sixty-four
days and twenty-eight nights on trains which carried her over 13,000
miles. All this cost the national suffrage treasury practically
nothing!. . .Mrs. Catt's expenses were covered by small lecture fees,
entertainmﬁnt in private homes, and passes or reduced tickets on the
railroads.

In 1900 when Miss Anthony retired from the national presidency,

she named Mrs. Catt her successor. In presenting her to the national

lCatt, A Suffrage Team," op. cit., p. 11.

2Harper, The Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony, op. cit., II,

3Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 83.

L1vid., p. 102.
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convention, Miss Anthony stated: "In Mrs. Catt you have my ideal lead-

1

er." With deep emotion Mrs. Catt replied:

Good friends, I should hardly be human if I did not feel grati-
tude and appreciation for the confidence you have shown me; but I
feel the honor of the position mmich less than its responsibility. I
never was an aspirant for it. . . .

A president chosen from the younger generation is on a level with
the association, and it might suffer in consequence of Miss Anthony's
retirement if we did not still have her to counsel and advise us. I
pledge you whatever ability God has given me, but I can not do this
work alone., The cause has got beyond where one woman can do the
whole. I shall not be its leader as Miss Anthony has been; I shall
be only an officer of this association. I will do all I can, but I
can not do it without the co-operation of each of you. The responsi-
bility much over—balances the honor, and I hope you will all help me
bear the burden.

In 1902 Mrs. Catt and Miss Anthony began the international suf-
frage movement by calling a conference in Washington of suffrage leaders
from other countries. Mrs. Catt conducted the entire preparation for the
conference, spending months corresponding with government officials and
private individuals in all parts of the world. Although there were only
eight national suffrage associations in existence at that time, nine
countries were represented at the con.‘f'eren.ce.3 A committee planned the
next congress to meet in Berlin, Germany. There, in 1904, the Interna-
tional Woman Suffrage Alliance was formally organized, with Mrs. Catt as

president.h

1Susan B. Anthony and Ida Husted Harper, The History of Woman
Suffrage (New York: National American Woman Suffrage Association, 1902),
IV, 27L.

2Ibid., p. 27k.

3Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., pp. 121-122.

“Harper, The Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony, op. cit., III,

1326.
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During the years of 1904-1914, Mrs. Catt devoted her time to the

development of the International Woman Suffrage Alliance. In that decade
the Alliance increased from eight branches to twenty-five. Mrs. Catt
spent much time abroad organizing new suffrage groups and discussing the
movement with government officials and royalty. At the second congress,
which met at Copenhagen, in August, 1906, she interviewed Queen Louise
of Denmark. Following this convention Mrs. Catt and Dr., Aletta Jacobs
of Holland made a speaking tour of the Austrian Empire.l

" The third congress was held in Amsterdam in June, 1908. Mrs. Catt
spent six weeks in that city preparing for the event. 1In her presidential
address she outlined the progress of the suffrage cause since the Copen-
hagen Congress.2

The British suffragists invited the Alliance to London in 1909
for the next meeting and the election of officers. Mrs. Catt left the
United States in February to be ready for the congress in April. Much
of this time she spent lecturing in Central Europe.3

In 1911, Mrs. Catt attended the congress of the International

Suffrage Alliance at Stockholm.u

Afterwards, she and Dr. Alletta Jacobs
made a two-year trip around the world. This voyage was intended to be a
rest cure for Mrs. Catt, but the following letter written from South

Africa, September 30, 1911, suggests its real nature:

lpeck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., pp. 147-158.

2Ibid., pp. 137, 159.
3Ibid., p. 163.

A"Changing the Mind of a Nation," op. cit., p. 360.
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I have been in South Africa two months. I have made 25 speeches,
attended 6 formal receptions, 10 formal luncheons, at least 20 in-~
formal ones, numberless teas; lunched three times with wives of Cabi-
net Ministers, spent 8 nights on an insufferable sleeping car, visited
diamond mines, ostrich, goat, sheep, cattle, fruit and wine farms;
have received many reporters, callers, etc., and had 3 picnics; spent
5 days at Victoria Falls on each of which I walked to the point of
exhaustion; visited 7 missionaries and 3 zoos, read 9 octavo books on
the history and conditions of South Africa. I have had a good many
letters to write as we close our labors with a suffrage convention,
national, the first in South Africa, which I am working up. I have
not been so well in years.

After four months in Africa, Mrs. Catt and Dr. Jacobs organized
branches of the Alliance in the Dutch East Indies, Philippine Islands,
China, and the Hawaiian Islands, and made contacts with feminists in
Egypt, Palestine, India, Japan, and elsewhere in the Orient. ?hey ar—
rived in China just after the overthrow of the Manchu dynasty. The tragic
story of the part played by women in that revolution was told them by the
Chinese feminist leaders.

The International Woman Suffrage Alliance held its seventh con-
gress in Budapest, June 15-21, 1913.3 Unknown to the delegates, this was
to be the last meeting of the Alliance until after World War I. The suf-
fragists of Hungary had spared no effort to make the event a success.

Mrs. Catt's presidential address was a review of the woman suffrage situa-
tion as she had found it in her trip around the world. Concluding, she

said:

The women of the Western world are escaping from the thraldom of
the centuries. . . .For every woman of every tribe and nation, every
race and continent, now under the heel of oppression, we must demand

L1pid.

2Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 137.

3New York Times, June 22, 1913.




46
deli'vera.nce.l
For a number of reasons, particularly that she might give her un-
divided efforts to the New York suffrage campaign, Mrs. Catt had hoped
to be relieved of the presidency of the Alliance. The women felt that
since English was the nearest approach to a universal language, the presi-
dent should be a woman from an English-speaking nation. At this moment
there was continental dislike of Great Britain, rendering it very diffi-
cult to elect an English president.
Frau Anna Lindman, of Germany, wrote Mrs. Catt:
. « oThe greatest good we bring away from our congress is that we
have seen you do your work as president there. You do more than just
preside. You fill _the formalities of your office with life which re-
freshes all. . . .2
As a result of insistence by the suffragists, Mrs. Catt agreed to serve
'again as president and was elected for a third five-year term at the age
of fifty'-four.3
Mrs. Catt's organizing ability found expression in the practice
of training workers by courses or schools. On September 15, 1913, she
opened such a school in the headquarters of the New York State Woman Suf-
frage Association. About 150 women of all ages and from all parts of the
country were present. Originally Mrs. Catt planned the school for about

a dozen organizers who would work New York State in educating the voters

Lcarrie Chapman Catt, Address of the President (also called "Om-
termatopma®). Delivered at the Seventh Congress of the IWSA, Budapest,
Hungary, Academy of Music, June 15, 1913 (Manchester: Percy Brothers
Ltd., The Hotspur Press, 1913), p. 15.

2Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 209.

3New York Times, June 20, 1913, p. k.
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for the 1915 amendment, when the question of woman suffrage was to be

voted upon by the people of New York. But universal interest helped to
extend the school into one preparatory for national work with seventeen
states represen.ted.l

In July, 1914, Mrs. Catt spent one week attending daily meetings

of an Alliance in London.2 She joined the officers of the Alliance (Ger-
man, French, Austrian, and English women) in drawing up a manifesto to
the governments of Europe. It concluded:

We, women of twenty-six countries in the International Woman Suf-
frage Alliance, appeal to you to leave untried no method of concilia-
tion or agbitration which may avert deluging half the civilized world
in blood.

These international workers then separated to live four years without com-—

minication except for Jus Suffragii, their international paper, which con-

tinued to appear throughout the war years.h

At the close of the Alliance in London it seemed that Mrs. Catt
would be free for the very important New York campaign, which she had en~-
deavored to promote since 1909. In 1915, however, she again took the
presidency of the National American Woman Suffrage Association. In speak-—
ing later of this event, Mrs. Raymond Brown, one time president of the
New York State Suffrage group, said that the women of New York fought
against Mrs. Catt's election to the national presidency for they did not

see how they could carry on their state campaign without her. After her

l1bid., September 28, 1913, p. 7.
2Ibid., June 27, 1914, p. 13.

3peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 213.

“Ibid.
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election to this -offiée, the New York group separated themselves from the
others to weep, while the rest of the convention rejoiced.:L

Following World War I, Mrs. Catt seized every opportunity to urge
Congress to submit the Nineteenth Amendment. Congress approved the act
June 4, 1919. Her next aim was to secure the ratification of the amend-
ment by thirty-six states., She lived on trains, in hotels, and at con-
ferences. "She probably knew more governors, legislators, and other pub-
lic men than did any other person in the countr'y."?'

After the proclamation of the Nineteenth Amendment enfranchising
women in the United States, August 26, 1920, Mrs. Catt rushed to West-
chester County, New York, her home; but in Manhattan, Pennsylvania Sta-
tion, a crowd was waiting. Among those present, were Governor Al Smith
and representatives of the National Committees of the political parties.

Also,

There were all the "0ld Guard" with the old banners, antiquated
now, there was the 7lst Regiment Band, and amid flowers, deputations,
congratulations, wild excitement, the last suffrage parade marched
through the streets of New York to the Waldorf-Astoria where a vic-
tory celebration was held.

Six years later Mrs. Catt summarized the Woman Suffrage cause in

the United States as follows:

To get the word male in effect out of the Constitution, cost the
women of the country fifty-two years of pauseless campaign thereafter.
During that time they were forced to conduct fifty-six campaigns of
referenda to male voters; 480 campaigns to urge Legislatures to

lStatement by Mrs. Raymond Brown, personal interview, New York,
September, 1943.

2"Changing the Mind of a Nation," op. cit., p. 360.
3Ibid., p. 361.
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submit suffrage amendments to voters; 47 campaigns to induce State
constitutional conventions to write woman suffrage into State consti-
tutions; 277 campaigns to persuade State party conventions to include
women suffrage planks; 30 campaigns to urge presidential party con-
ventions to adopt woman suffrage planks in party platforms, and 19
campaigns with 19 successive Congresses. Millions of dollars were
raised, mainly in small sums, and expended with economic care. Hun-
dreds of women gave the accumulated possibilities of an entire life—
time, thousands gave years of their lives, hundreds of thousands gave
constant interest and such aid as they could. It was a continuous,
seemingly endless, chain of activity. Young suffragists who helped
forge the last links of that chain were not born when it began.l Old
suffragists who forged the first links were dead when it ended.

In 1920 Mrs. Catt was sixty-one years of age, with immense pres-

2 To her the enfranchisement of women had

tige, but precarious health.
always been a tool to work with, not an end within itself; therefore, she
begrudged the years spent in acquiring this right and hastened Qo educate
women in its efficient use.3 The League of Women Voters had been organ-
ized in March, 1919, preparatory to the gaining of the vote. One of its
purposes was to unify women in a nonpartisan political organization for

b As

the end of advancing the rights of women and democratic principles.
early as February, 1920, before the final victory, the League had con-
ducted under Mrs. Catt's supervision a School of Political Education for

the purpose of training instructors. These trainees established Citizen-

ship Schools in many parts of the United States.?

lCatt and Shuler, op. cit., pp. 107-108.

2Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 343.

3Sta.tem.ent by Mrs. Catt, personal interview.

hCarrie Chapman Catt, "The Nation Calls!" Speech delivered at
Woman Suffrage Convention, St. Louis, March 24, 1919, The Woman Citizen,
III (March 29, 1919), 917.

5The Woman Citizen, V (July 3, 1920), 136.
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With a lapée of seven years, instead of the usual two, the Inter-
national Woman Suffrage Alliance met for its eighth congress at Geneva,
Switzerland, June 6-12, 1920.1 Seventeen countries had granted suffrage
to women since the Alliance had met last in 1913. The total had been in-
creased to twenty-one. Mrs. Catt pointed out in her address to the con-

vention:

War, the undoubted original cause of the humiliating, age-old
subjection of women the world around; war, the combined enemy of their
emancipation, has tendered to the women of many lands their political
freedom.

Of paramount importance was the question of the future of the Al-

liance. Should those who had obtained enfranchisement continue in a
world movement to assist those who had not received woman suffrage? Mrs.
Catt's speech expressed hope that the Alliance would have great oppor-
tunities as a regenerating and stabilizing force in the postwar world;

she warned the people against isolation and encouraged them to assume re-
sponsibility in political affairs. For such work she recommended young
and vigorous leaders. These ideas prefaced her announcement of retirement
from the presidency of the Alliance. The board, however, had not been
able to name a successor; so Mrs. Catt was re-elected president.3

In 1922 the League of Women Voters sponsored a Pan-American con-

4

ference for women in Baltimore. Mrs. Catt accepted the presidency for

l1pid., p. 126.

2uMrs. Catt to the Women of Europe," The Woman Citizen, V (June
12, 1920), 43.

3Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 351.

“The Woman Citizen, VII (July 29, 1922), 21.
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one year in order that she might have time to investigate the future pos—
sibilities for such an organization. During that year, Mrs. Catt visited
Brazil, Chile, Peru, Venezuela, and the Panama Canal Zone, meeting and
conferring with many of the government officials, making speeches for the
advancement of women, and endeavoring in many ways to understand the sta-
tus of and opportunities for women in Latin America. At the end of Mrs.
Catt's four months of efforts to understand South Americans, she wrote:

We have striven to arocuse women to join the great international
movements which are binding together the women of all races and na-
tions in the realization that the time is past when women may contin-
ue to regard themselves and to be regarded as mere auxiliaries of the
human race. Perhais we have at least blazed a trail. That was all
we expected to do.

Mrs. Catt discovered so few organizations of women in South Ameri-
ca that she felt it would not be easy to conduct a practical and effective
Pan-~American associa.t.ion.2 The Congresses were not immediately abolished,
however. On May 7, 1925, there was a Pan-American section of the Inter-
national Council of Women held in the Hall of the Americas, Washington,

D. ¢.>

The years 1922-1923 were very busy for Mrs. Catt. In addition
to her work with the South American women, she was revisiting parts of
Burope, speaking, communicating with government officials in behalf of
the intgrests of women, and preparing for the International Suffrage

Congress to be held in Rome, May 11-19, 1923.h At the meeting in Rome

lcarrie Chapman Catt, "The Two Panamas," The Woman Citizen, VIII
(May 5, 1923), 26.

2New York Times, March 11, 1923, p. 9.

3Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 415.
“The Woman Citizen, VII (February 24, 1923), 18, 29.
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sixty-three nations were represented. This was the ‘largest convention
;held-by the International Suffrage Alliance.t

; For Mrs. Catt the Congress at Rome closed the struggle for the
%allot. Her achievements had grown from the winning of a municipal en-
éfranchisement for women in Mason City, Iowa, 1885, to a large part in
ihe gaining of suffrage for women in forty-one nations. Besides these
&isible accomplishments, she had had much influence in securing libera-
iion of women from oppressive codes and customs. At the age of sixty-

four, she could yet loock ahead to an active concentrated campaign, this

time devoted to both men and women.

A Pacifist

Upon being asked azbout her earliest interest in the peace move-
ment, Mrs. Catt replied that she had been trying to decide that herself,

but she thought that it was in 1911, while viewing the war grounds in

South Africa, that she asked herself the question why wars must be.2

There had been peace organizations for almost a century; Mrs. Catt once

more enlisted in a movement already begun.3 :

In 1915 Jane Addams and Carrie Chapman Catt called a convention
of women out of which grew the Women's Peace Party. In 1917 Mrs. Catt
was expelled from this party because she accepted President Wilson's re-'

i

quest to be a member of the Woman's Division of the Council for National]

INew York Times, June 2, 1923, p. 2.

?Statement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview.

New York Times, December 11, 1924, p. 26.
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Defense.l Some censured her severely; others endeavored to protect her

i

&rom adverse publicity. She and Jane Addams differed in that the former;
%upported disarmament and peace in general, conditionally.2 The two |
%omen remained very close friends in spite of their variant attitudes
About methods to obtain peace.

‘ During World War I Mrs. Catt spoke against "the sickening horroré
bf war." Her first speech devoted entirely to the abolition of war was
%”A Call to Action," delivered to the National Woman Suffrage Association

3

in Cleveland, Ohio, April 13, 1921. At that time, however, she was not
free to devote her time to the promotion of peace; iwo more busy years
of international suffrage duties remained. The performance of these

duties in the devastated European theatre, however, caused her to have a

deeper concern about the price that millions of people were paying for
|

i

war. She returned to the United States in 1923 advocating assistance toi
the reconstruction of Europe and promoting of peaceful international re-;
la:l;ions.tF i
At the National League of Women Voters Convention in Buffalo in ;
April, 1924, Mrs. Ben Hooper of Wisconsin approached Mrs. Catt with the E

proposal that the women's organizations which had peace and disarmament

l1pid., March 7, 1917, p. 11.
2Tbid., January 11, 1930, p. 7.

3ua Call to Action." A speech delivered at a mass meeting, Ma-
sonic Hall, Cleveland, Ohio, 1921, The Woman Citizen, V (April 23, 1921))
g, 16.

A ASilas Bent, "Women of America Can Yet Save Europe, Says Mrs.
Catt, " New York Times, June 17, 1923, p. 23+ ...

-
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among their ;EE;EEE;;;-Should gegmtogéghg;yah a common peace program.l~
Mrs. Catt accepted the responsibility of presenting the plan to the or-
%anizations after she had gained the consent of Josephine Schain to as—
éist her as secretary. The name selected for the project was "Conference
bn the Cause and Cﬁre of War," popularly known as "Cause and Cure.! Its
burpose was "to end war through the removal of its causes," or to obtain
beace by "preparing for peace."2

The first conference was planned to meet in Washington, D. C.,
?anuary, 1925, Mrs. Catt thought it best not to invite any of the ap-
%roximately seventy-five peace societies existing in the country at that
%ime. They had not, according to Mrs. Catt, "yet seen the wisdom, ap-
parently, of a common procedure."3 To Mrs. Catt, the women's organiza- |
tions offered greater possibilities for united action.h
Once established, the conferences met annually for fifteen years,
promoting an educational campaign with continuously increasing vigor. At

each annual conference some phase of the international disarmament move-

ment was discussed. To extend the influence of the Washington conferences,
|

17he cooperating societies were: The American Association of
University Women, Council of Women for Home Missions, Women's Board of
Foreign Missions, General Federation of Women's Clubs, National Council
of Jewish Women, National League of Women Voters, Women's Christian Tem=.
perance Union, National Women's Trade Union League, Young Women's Chris-
tian Association. Later three more organizations joined: National Wom- !
's Conference of American Ethical Union, National Federation of Busi- ;
hess and Professional Women's Clubs, National Home Demonstration Council.

New York Times, April 8, 1928, p. 18. !

|
2Carrie Chapman Catt, "A Word to General Pershing," The Woman's }
Journal, XITI (January 1, 1928), 9.

3New York Times, December 11, 1924, p. 26.
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the united organizations sponsored extension courses throughout the !

bnited States and Alaska. These courses, known as Marathon Round Tables;
;ere considered the "most important educational agency of the movement."¥
Ey 1940 the National Committee on the Cause and Cure of War was spending
iapproximately $2,000.00 annually for the promotion of the Marathon Round
gTables, an amount equal to apﬁroximately one-fifth of the total expendi-
tures.2 At this time the Conference on the Cause and Cure of War was
succeeded by a peace organization concerned with World War II, Woman's
Action Committee for Victory and Lasting Peace.-

After fifteen years (1925-1940) of effort by Mrs. Catt and her
five million supporters the abolition of war seemed remote. Still "de-
jfeat was only delay" to Mrs. Catt as she pleaded for the preservation of
;civilization. By the time of her death she had devoted twenty-two years
io the advocacy of peace. Her aim had been to influence great numbers
of people to hate war to the extent that it would be supplanted with a

practical '"Peace Institution.”

Historical Significance
History is usually written by men about men with more stress
upon the industrial, political, and military movements than upon the
social. The nineteenth century was one of profound social movements,

and a significant segment of it included the advancement of the rights of

lPeck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 450.

2"Summary of the Budget of the National Committee on the Cause
and Cure of War," (Washington, D. C.: Delegate's Worksheet, January 22-
‘25, 1940), No. 3, p. 2.

3Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 469.
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Mbmen.l ‘Schiesinger speaks of the woman's movement ‘as "a story that in

Htself is one of the noblest chapters in the history of American Democrap

cy."2

i Though economic freedom and education for women could develop
égradually along with other rights in a democratic America, the legal
rlghts of women, particularly the right to vote, could not easily come
1nto use by any such gradual process; legal rights had to be accepted
and passed upon by the majority. Achieving the federal amendment re-—
;quired about three;fourths of a century of work involving concentrated
and organized efforts and great sums of money.3 In speaking of women's
struggle for the Nineteenth Amendment, Freeman states: !Year after year.
had seen gains in the battle for equal rights in both political and pro-
fessional life. . . .They [éomeé] had so thoroughly proved their abilityi
that longer denial of full civic rights was both unjust and absurd."h :
In evaluating Mrs. Catt's part in the suffrage movement, Faulknef
makes these statements:

Since 1890, when two organizations advocating woman suffrage had'

combined into the National American Woman Suffrage Association, the
agitation, under the leadership of Carrie Chapman and Anna Howard

1
\
l
'
!

1Kenneth G. Hance, Homer O. Hendrickson, and Edwin W. Schoenberg-
er, “"The Later National Period: 1860-1930,% A History and Criticism of !
Amerlcan Public Address, ed. by William Norwood Brigance (New York: g
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1943), I, 112-114, !

2Arthur Meier Schlesinger, New Viewpoints in American History |
(New York: Macmillan Co., 1922), p. 127. :

3Catt and Shuler, op. cit., p. 107.

lMelville C. Freeman, The Storx of Our Regubllc (Phlladelphla'
F. A. Davis Co., 1947), Part II, p. 242. , )
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Shaw, had become more active.

B

It was the growing economic power of women as well as the per-
sistent agitation of such able leaders as Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
Susan B. Anthony, Carrie Chapman Catt, and Anna Howard Shaw that
finally won for them [@bmeé] the suffrage by the proclamation of the
nineteenth amendment in August, 1920.2

Schlesinger recognizes Mrs. Catt to have been among the "forceful!
leaders of woman suffrage.3 Suffragists feel that she hastened the vic-
iory. Alice Booth states that the vote would have come to women "perhaps

not in your lifetime nor in mine. By her work she cut years from the

L

waiting time." Mary Gray Peck affirms that ''suffrage for women would

 have been delayed at least ten yéars without the aid of Mrs. Catt, who
%céptured the psychological moment to push the movement, following the war.
Mrs. Catt had prestige in Washington and a body of women to support her."5
| In an attempt to explain the variables involved in an evaluation
of Mrs. Catt, Mildred Adams has this to say:

It is difficult, without going at length into the technicalities
of the so-called ''woman movement ,! to understand just what it is that
has given Mrs. Catt her power and to show precisely in what her con-
tribution to her period consisted. Statesmen carry through delicate
negotiations and sign treaties that are called by their namesj; poli-
ticians make speeches and occupy posts that are in themselves guaran-
tees of merit. But a leader of women and a crusader of peace is al-
most by definition outside the realm of history and its evaluating
devices. The posts she occupied and has occupied are honored more
by a kind of common agreement than by any real understanding of what

lHarold Underwood Faulkner, American Political and Social Histo
(New York: F. S. Crofts and Co., 1943), p. 589.

“Ibid., p. 654.

‘ 3prthur Meier Schlesinger, Political and Social Growth of the
American People, 1865-1940 (New York: Macmillan Co., 1941), p. 176.

4Booth, op. cit., p. 160.

5Statement by Peck, personal interview.
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they imply.l

Historians consider that the woman suffrage movement made a sig-~
nificant contribution to the progress of democracy. Public address was
a highly important part of Mrs. Catt's contribution in hastening the
victory.

In evaluating Mrs. Catt's speeches promoting peace, Draughon com—
ments:

Although Carrie Chapman Catt's addresses on peace and war did not
change the foreign policy of the United States or prevent a second
world war, they did constitute a sincere and intensive effort of this
}eader_tQ guide.a conceﬁted effort toward the peaceful settlement of
international disputes.

Miss Peck believes that "the educational campaign carried on for
fifteen years by these [}welve women's | organizations played a major part
in changing the mind of this nation about the 'isolationist policy.'"3

Mrs. Catt'!s position in history, however, will probably be de-
termined by the acknowledged significance of the movements which she pro-
hoted, especially the suffrage cause to whichs she devoted about thirty-

eight active years and in which she served as an official for sixty con-

secutive years.

Sunmary
Mrs. Catt devoted her career of approximately sixty-four years to
the promotion of two causes—-woman suffrage and peace. As a child she

had given strong evidence of the desire to defend her sex. The woman

| lMildred Adams, "Mrs. Catt at 75," op. cit., p. 3.
2Draughon, op. cit., p. 95.

Wn?Eggg, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 6.
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rights! movement was in an early stage of progress when she became a part
of it. Soon after 1885 she advanced rapidly from municipal to state and
national responsibilities. 'In the struggle for equal rights she directed
her strategy toward those strongest centers of opposition. She capital-
‘ized upon the services of women to the nation during World War I to com-
plete the victory, which came, in the United States, with the ratifica-
tion of the Nineteenth Amendment, August 26, 1920. At the time she re-—
signed the presidency of the International Alliance in 1923, she had been
instrumental in the achievement of enfranchisement of women in forty-one
nations.

Mrs. Catt had shown interest in the promotion of peace for many
years; and, in 1925, she became ﬁhe primary organizer of the Conference
on the Cause and Cure of War, which was composed of twelve existing or-
;ganizations of women. With the assistance of these women she promoted a
icampaign to educate the people of the United States that international
%disputes could be settled without war. By the time of her death she had
éspoken as an advocate of peace for twenty-two years.

Some historians recognize that the woman's movement is a signifi-
%cant part in the history of American democracy and that Mrs. Catt was the

ileader who directed the cause to victory in 1920.

The Speaker

; The purpose of this section is to describe Carrie Chapman Catt's
Erhetorical practice, including a chronological listing of her speeches,
%he settings in which she spoke, her methods of preparing and delivering

gspeeches, and contemporary and self-evaluations of Mrs. Catt as a speaker.
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Speaking Occasionsl

Only salient characteristics of her speaking occasions will be
included here. It is impossible to make a complete listing of the speech-
es delivered by Mrs. Catt. She spoke in public as early as 1883; by 1886
she was spending much time on the lecture pla.tform.2 In the fall of 1890
she began campaigning for the suffrage movement; and, except for an in-
terruption in 1907, she devoted the next thirty-three years to speaking
for the cause, either in the United States or in other countries.

Mrs, Catt spoke less frequently after 1923, directing her public
address, after that date, chiefly to the promotion of peace. This activi-
ty is well summarized thus:

: When she came into the peace movement it was still, in spite of

| its years of work, rather inclined to be amorphous, scattered, emo-
tional, full of good intentions and undirected energy. Through her
Conferences on the Cause and Cure of War she has done more to clarify
tangled ideas, to coordinate efforts, to straighten out lines of
thought and endeavor than any other single individual.3

In 1934, when asked why she then limited her speaking to special
bccasions, she replied that "she watched Susan B. Anthony grow old and
go on speaking, and decided that it was a thing to be avoided if pos=—
ésible."h In 1943 she remarked that even though she still spoke in publid,

i
%he considered it wise at her age to read her speeches. She added that

- lEven Mrs. Catt was uncertain as to the total number of speeches .
she had made (letter from Mrs. Catt, September 23, 1943). New York
Herald Trlbune, January 5, 1936, Sec. IV, p. 3 (attributes 7,000 speeches
to Mrs. Catt

2Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 37.

3Mildred Adams, "Mrs. Catt at 75," op. cit., Sec. VI, p. 3.

4Tbid., p. 3.
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Phe kept ‘on speaking, thlnklng each time would be the last.l The blg
celebratlons planned for her birthdays always inspired her to give publlc
ptterance to her reactions on current topics. After her eighty-fifth
%irthday, January 9, 1944, she wrote:

; I never worked harder on a birthday in my whole life than on that
day,. . .Mrs. Roosevelt, and Helen Hayes, who were guest speakers,
and I were all taken to a separate room to make a Radio-broadcast be-
fore the luncheon. At the luncheon we each made a different speech
and were then hurried away from the table to make another for a News-
: reel. If you think that was easy you just try it.2

; Her last public appearance was on her eighty-eighth birthday,

exactly two months before her death. At a dinner of the American Associa-—

tion of the United Nations she urged "“bolder peace aims, declaring that

u3

the present ones would not avert another war.
From news reports and other recorded data about Mrs. Catt's speak-
ing occasions it has been possible to make a chronologlcal listing of 723

speeches and 185 speaking tours. For many of these speeches, Table 2,
.Appendix I, gives available information as to date, place and occasion, i
theme or title, type of speech,h and the size and reactions of audiencesi
Table 1, on the following page, is a summary of Table 2. It is interest%
ing that of these 723 specific speeches 411 are campaign or deliberativei

speeches; 62, expository; 25, commemorative; 8, after-dinner; and 5, coug-

i

tesy. Sufficient data are not available to classify 210 of these speeches.

lstatement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview.
2letter from Mrs. Catt, Januvary 21, 1944.

3New York Times, March 10, 1947, p. 21.

AThe classification used is that presented by many public speak-

ing texts: courtesy, expos1tory, commemoratlve, after-dlnner, and cam-
paign speeches. T -
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TABLE 1

SUMMARY OF SPEECH OCCASIONS*
(1883-1947)

Tours
Date Specific Occasions

States or Nations other than

Territories United States
1883-1887 6 1
1888-1892] 110 3
1893-1897 90 19
1898-1902. 63 33
1903-1907 L4 12 8
1908-1912 81 2 20
1913~-1917 113 19 L
1918-1922 57 2 10
1923-1927 57 10 11
1928-1932 39 3
1933-1937 27 5
1938~1942 25 1
19431947 11 1

Total... 723 coe cee

#Some of her known speaking occasions. A more detailed listing
of speechnes is to be had in Table 2, Appendix I.
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The speeches of the tours were predominantly deliberative in type. These

data make plain that Mrs. Catt was chiefly a deliberative speaker.

Speech Settings

Mrs. Catt felt that for most of her woman suffrage speeches she
encountered a sameness in audiences and in occa.sions.l Her platforms
varied from the very crudest of poverty stricken districts to those of
wealth and prestige,including audiences of kings, queens, and the nobili-
ty of the world. These degrees of difference may be ascribed partly to
the répid social and political changes of thé era in which she spoke but
principally to the recognition Mrs. Catt achieved as a leader and as a
speaker.

The suffragist met the most primitive conditions in South Dakota

(four months during the fall of 1887) and in Colorado (three months dur-
ing the fall of 1893). 1In South Dakota Mrs. Catt spoke from wagons, in

grain elevators, and in school buildings. One of the experiences she

often recounted later concerned an occasion upon which Mrs. Catt and Hen-

.ry Blackwell were to speak. Through some misunderstanding no hall had

been engaged.

In an old-fashioned democrat wagon, with an old-fashioned dinner
bell, the two suffrage workers and their host and hostess_drove down
to one of the town's principal corners and rang the bell.

A crowd gathered to hear the young woman and the white-haired man speak-

ing from the back of the wagon. That one should advocate that "nice"

women go to the polls and vote like men actually astonished the people.3>

lStatement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview.
2Booth, op. cit., pp. 159~160.
3Ibid.
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" Mrs. Catt endured many hardships while campaigning in South Da-

fkota. A great number of her experiences there resembled one described
by Peck:

Here between thirty and forty farmers with their families had assem—
bled and were sitting on boards laid across nail-kegs. There was a
chair and stand for the speaker. Kerosene lanterns furnished the
light. Many of the women heid babies in their arms. Mrs. Catt
thought that to sit on a backless bench holding a baby after a long
day's work was something no human being could do for long and remain:
well disposed toward the speaker, so she gave her chair to the woman
-who seemed to need it most and suggested that blankets be spread on .
the floor for the babies to lie on. Those babies which were awake
seemed used to being laid around anywhere, and were as stoical as
Indian papooses. The yellow lantern light outlined the uncouth fig-
ures on the benches but dimly, and reached not at all the rafters
which roofed them in from the Dakota night. The speaker wondered if
it were possible to interest those unhappy beings in anything but
their own desperate plight. They listened to her quietly, and when .
she was through they sorted out the babies, drifted uncertainly out .
to their wagons and faded into the night. Whether or not she had
moved them, they had moved Mrs. Catt deeply.l

In Colorado she spoke at watermelon festivals, in mining centers;
and in courthouses. The following incident presents vividly one of her |
experiences in a mining district of that state: %

One bleak and rainy day, she arrived at the mining center of
Ouray, and learned that miners from all the surrounding region, most
of them out of work, were coming to her meeting that night and prob-
ably would have had several drinks on the way. She went to the meet-
ing with considerable trepidation, for this was a new kind of audi-
ence and she doubted her ability to interest them. The room was
filled when she entered, her hostess being the only other woman pres-
ent, The fumes in the air proclaimed that the saloons had been dulyl
patronized. As she looked over the audience from the platform, she 5
saw some faces of refinement and intelligence. She knew well enoughx
that they belonged to men of education--adventurers who had lost their
fortunes elsewhere, boys who like her own father had come prospecting
on a shoestring, business and professional men trying to regain their
health or their mental balance by hard physical labor. There was
something indescribably moving about the whole assemblage, the just !
and the unjust, and before she had proceeded far she lost her nerv- i
ousness realizing that she had established contact with them. After|
|

.___gﬁuleggk,WCarrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., pp. 62-64.
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that she liked miners' m.eetings.l
With her appointment as chairman of the Organization Committee in
1895, Mrs. Catt's duties turned toward the dispatching of others to do
the field campaigning. As time progressed her speaking was directed to
committees, to large assemblies, to political bodies, and to campaigns of
strategic significance. For example, to secure a federal amendment, it
seemed to Mrs. Catt that the foremost state to be won was New York.
"Furthermore, it was recognized that no campaign to carry the Empire

State for suffrage stood any chance until New York City had been converted,

and New York City could not be carried till Tammany Hall gave the 'all

2

.clear' signal." To accomplish this task Mrs. Catt resorted to the use

of Tammany Hall tactics to convert Tammany Hall.3 Women who supported her
in this work named themselves the Woman Suffrage Party.A For a gathering
?such as this Mrs. Catt's audiences resembled the one which filled Carnegie
Hall in 1909:

On the floor sat eight hundred and four delegates and two hundred
alternates in convention assembled, representing every assembly dis-
trict in Greater New York. ZEvery chairman had a list of the sympa-
thizers in her district. The framework of a city-wide political or-
ganization was there on display. Women whose husbands were prominent
in Tammany circles were sitting in delegates' seats of the new or-
ganization. . . .Society was present in the boxes to see how Mrs.
Mackay would get along reading the platform. The upper tiers were
filled with people who did not know Mrs. Mackay but came to cheer
Mrs. Catt and Miss Hay and old wheel horses from Brooklyn and Staten
Island and the Lower East Side and Harlem and the Bronx.>

l..__._Ibid° s PP. 71‘-75 .
2Ibid., p. 168.
3Ibid., pp. 168-172.

b1ibid., p. 170.
*Ibid., p. 17L.

B i



66

At the conclusion of a speaking tour of ninety meetings in the
state of New York, Mrs. Catt said to a news reporter:

Our meetings were crowded and we enlisted great numbers of new
recruits. Our most interesting encounter with the antis was in Al-
bany. . . .The antis took exception to our announcement hung at the
gate and had part of it cut away, so we got more advertising. Our
meetings were packed. . « &

At Rochester. . .we had the biggest meeting ever held in the city.
At Buffalo, with a blizzard, we had 2,000 at the meeting and raised
$5,000. More newspapers support us than ever before and many well-
knorn men show that they are not afraid to come out and speak for
us.

New York women, crowded into the suffrage headquarters, learned
of the defeat of their state amendment. Mrs. Catt made "a pithy speech
to the weary women. . . .She said the election was not a defeat, but the

beginning of the decisive battle."2

Within forty-eight hours, November 4, 1915, a second New York
campaign began at Cooper Union:

The huge old building on Ninth Street could not begin to hold the
thousands who surged around it. . . .As Mrs. Catt. . .came on the
stage, a crack regimental band struck up "See, the Conguering Hero
Comes!" but was utterly drowned out by the thunder of applause that
greeted her and the campaign leaders. . . .

The appeal for $100,000 to start the new campaign created an un-
paralleled scene; voices all over the auditorium clamored for atten-
tion. There was not a pause until the lists were closed at the stipu-
lated sum; actually the amount pledged was $ll5,000.3

People everywhere heralded Mrs. Catt as she achieved internation-
al recognition. A few instances were: In Copenhagen, cabinet ministers
and foreign legations received her; in Christiania, a former Prime Minis-

ter and King Haakon greeted her; in Stockholm, her welcomes included

© ooy

lNew York Times, February 16, 1914, p. 2.

2Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 232.
3Ibid., pp. 233-234.
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flowers, speeches, dinners, and receptions with the American and Swedish
flags waving together.l The setting for the International Suffrage Alli-
ance meeting in Copenhagen, June, 1911, was spectaculars:

The congress opened with delegations from twenty-two nations,
later increased to twenty-five, in attendance. The city administra-
tion in compliment to the convention ran uvp the flags of the partici-
pating nations on the flagpoles along the waterfront by the Grand
Hotel, where the headquarters were. The auditorium of the Academy
of Music was likewise hung with the banners of the nations. . . .

The most beautiful occasion of the congress was on the last even-
ing at SZltsjobaden, a seaside resort an hour's ride by steamer from
Stockholm. . . .An open balcony of the restaurant served as rostrum
for the speakers. . . .As she |Mrs. Catt| stepped onto the balcony a
group of peasants in costume came forward on the lawn below, facing
her and singing songs of greeting and farewell.?

The League of Women Voters was formed of women who had promoted
woman suffrage and had reorganized with a new purpose.3 There were also
the women who initiated the Conferences on the Cause and Cure of War.h
Draughon, who has made considerable study of the Cause and Cure of War
‘'audiences, notes certain characteristics and attitudes of these women:

They were women who had been engaged during the first twenty

years of the twentieth century in getting the vote, and the second
twenty in using it. In assuming their rightful status of equality
with men, they asserted their rights in the school, tge home, the
church, and found a place in industry and government.

She further asserts about the selectivity of these women:

The conferences were made up of "a very intelligent group of

1Ibid., pp. 176-177.
2Tbid., pp. 178-179.
3Ibid., p. 306.

LbIbid., p. 409.

5Dranghon, Oop. cit., p. 25.
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women who studied and were conversant with every department of gov-
ernment which had any influence at all upon the economic or political
situation which tended to make difficulties between nations.". . .Al-
though many of the delegates came from New York, New Jersey, Mary-
land, and other states near Washington, D. C., most states were repre-—
sented at each conference.

The Hall of Nations in the Hotel Washington, Washington, D. C.,
at the time the conferences were held there, is described as a
beautiful room with maps of the different nations in panels around
the wall. It seated approximately a thousand people. The actual
number in attendance at the Conferences and therefore on the speech
occasions, varied from about 450 to 750.2
At the time that Mrs. Catt was promoting peace she spoke to audi-
ences other than the Cause and Cure of War Conferences. Frequently a
news report opened with a statement similar to this: "“Fifteen hundred
strong, farm women from remote sections of this and foreign countries
rose tonight at a dinner to acclaim Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, who voiced
an ardent plea for their aid in the abolition of war."3
Men's organizations frequently placed Mrs. Catt on their programs.
An instance of such an occasion occurred in an annual session of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science which met in Philadelphias
Defenders of the United States Government as a pioneer in both
judicial and arbitral branches of international settlement came to
grips at today's sessions of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science. . . .The principle defender of America's leadership
in arbitration was Dr. James Brown Scott, Secretary of the Carnegie

Foundation for international peace. Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt of New
York opened tonight!s discussion. . .

1lIbid., p. 27.
2Tbid., p. 28.
3New York Times, June 5, 1936, p. 23.

Lybid., May 13, 1928, p. 6.
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The major portion of Mrs. Catt's sixty-four years of public ad-

dress preceded the period when acoustic aids were utilized. Her audiences
varied to include all social strata, and the sizes ranged between a few -

hundred and approximately two thousand auditors.

Speech Preparation

Mrs. Catt had almost no direct training for a speaking career
other than personal experience. While she was in college at Ames, Iowa,
men debated and delivered orations,but women merely read their own es-
says. Mrs. Catt, then Carrie Lane, felt that women, too, should give
orations and in her junior year she became the first woman in the college
to deliver an oration. Soon afterward she promoted the first debating
society there for women.l This extracurricular activity was the extent
of her academic speech training.2

While in college she formed reading habits that were to function
later in the preparation of her speeches. ©She read eagerly, digested
rather thoroughly, and enjoyed the atmosphere of the college library.
While working in the library she often went early, before it opened, to
study her psychology by repeating ideas as she walked up and down. This
habit of walking was used later as she composed her speeches orally.3
From her reading experiences she gathered much speech material and organ-

ized it systematically as she read.A Her private library, including

lPeck, "Mrs. Catt at College: 1880-1930," op. cit., pp. 41-42,
2Statement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview.

3peck, "Mrs. Catt at College: 1880-1930," op. cit., p. 40.
4The Woman Citizen, VII (December 30, 1922), 1i.
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about twelve hundred volumes on the subjects of suffrage and peace as |

hell as many volumes on law, furnished significant materials for her

Speeches.l

When asked about the preparation of her speeches she stated:

: I regret that speaking was not foremost in my career. Since I
was kept busy in the suffrage office with administrative work, I did.
the largest part of my speaking without even taking time to think
out in advance just what I was going to say. When I first began
speaking, I prepared one speech in detail; from this, in later
speeches, a part was selected for a beginning and another part for
an ending. I extemporized between. My annual and biennial addresses
were delivered from manuscript. The biennial addresses included
each time a review of the progress made by the suffrage movement in
the two preceding years. Statistics quoted or speeches broadcast
were read.

To the question: "How much attention did you give in advance to
your audiences and occasions?" Mrs. Catt replied:

Very little, except on rare occasions, On campaign tours I felt.
that my audiences were rather similar in type; as a result I used the
same subject matter on so many occasions that I tired of the extreme.
monotony. Often I wished that the purpose could vary more; that the:
material could be changed; and that the level could be raised; but I
felt that I must work at all times with one motive, "To convert ;
people to suffrage'; and that this one purpose did not permit a new

1

presentation. ?

i

Experience was Mrs. Catt's principal instructor in the prepara-
|
tion of speeches. As a busy executive it seemed to her that she frequent—

ly delivered speeches without direct preparation as to choice of subjecti
: |
matter, or as to consideration of audiences. For special occasions such

as national and international conventions, before legislators, and for

lLetter from Mary Gray Peck, April 10, 1947.

2Statement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview.

3Tvid. B
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broadcasts she wrote these speeches in full and often read them.l

Delivery
Those contemporaries of Mrs. Catt who commented upon her manner
in delivering her speeches appeared to agree that she was an energetic
speaker with poise, using few gestures, and having a voice pleasant, flu-
ent, and easily understood. Anthony and Harper considered her '"young and
handsome" at the age of forty-one.2 As she advanced in years her physical
stature became "impressive, commanding the respect of her audience."3
Although energetic,she used few gestures other than an occasional stress
with two fingers on the right hand.h "She simply stood up and said what
she had to say in a quiet, beautiful voice full of inspiration and force."
Following Mrs. Catt's address to the National American Convention, 1917,
on the subject of '"Message to Congress," Rose Young had this to say about
her posture and gestures:
In delivering it the speaker, never ornate in rhetoric or de-
livery, seemed to withdraw her personality utterly, so that there
was left only the mental and spiritual content of her message. To
hear her was like listening to abstract thought, warmed by the fire

of abstracg conviction. To see her was like looking at sheer marble,
flame-lit.

lThe extant copies and consequently those available for any rhe-
torical study are mostly special addresses. Stenographic reports of the
extemporaneous speeches are infrequent.

2Anthony and Harper, op. cit., IV, 389.

3statement by Mrs. Raymond Brown, personal interview.
AEEEQ-

5Ibid.

6Rose Young, "Editorial," The Woman Citizen, II (December 22,
1917), 69.
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Her voice was said to be "eloquent, quiet, rich in guality, pos-—
sessing an earnest a.ppeal;"l it was "easily understood in audiences rang-
ing from fifteen hundred to two thousand."2 Her "strong, rapid, fluent

3 possessed a 'steady rhythm."h

voice"

Since Mrs. Catt's purpose was to educate audiences step by step
rather than to change them by revolutionary methods, so her delivery ap-
pealed more to reason than to emotions. She was logical in presentation
and at the same time capable of polarizing the attention of her audiences.
In 1917, Rose Young commented upon these characteristics:

Many an orator sways an audience's mind by emotional appeal. Hers
was the crowning achievement to sway an audience to emotion by the
symmetry and force of her appeal to its mind. Again and again, sal-
vos of applause stopped her for a moment, but again and again the
steady rhythm of her strong voice regained control of the commotion.
At the end her grip on attention was so acute that a little hush fol-
lowed the last word.

The American people appear to have abused the term oratory by at-
taching it to oral monstrosities. The etymology of oration is oratio,
meaning to speak or to pray.6 To some people, the term suggests an
elaborate and dignified discourse. Therefore, when Mrs. Catt's commen-

tators speak of her oratorical gqualities, it is difficult to know just

what the term meant to the observer,

lAnthony and Harper, op. cit., IV, 58-59, 389.
2statement by Mrs. Brown, personal interview.
3Anthony and Harper, op. cit., IV, 245-246.
bYoung, op. cit., p. 69.

5;9;2'

6Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary (Springfield, Massachusetts:
G. and C. Merriam Co., Publishers, 1949), p. 590.
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In addition to considering Mrs. Catt "an eminent woman orator,"
Peck qualifies the concept by saying: 'She possessed an emotion not often
recognized as such by presenting an intellectual and logical argument,
having a 'calm kind of fire' that got results."l Mrs. Brown, who had also
been one of Mrs. Catt's auditors for years, considers her delivery to be
that of a "stateswoman."2

Among her admirers was Ray K. Immel who was impressed by the "ef-

fective use she made of logic and emotion in her public address."3 In
referring to her suffrage speeches, Mrs. Catt once remarked that her de-
livery was basically an effort to reason with her audiences in preference
to moving them by emotion. She continued:

If T had my life to live over I believe I would make more use of
emo?ional appeal. Logic Eets the least in results; it is not the
logical appeal that wins.

Apparently this changed attitude did affect the delivery of her speeches
on peace and also modified her use of invention.5 Draughon also notes

this change.6

[@alker concludes that Mrs. Catt'é] icomprehensive background
reading on suffrage, peace, and war; habits of verifying each fact,"

lstatement by Mary Gray Peck, personal interview.

2Statement by Mrs. Raymond Brown, personal interview.,

3statement by Ray K. Immel, personal interview, 1939. (At the
time of the interview Immel was Dean of the School of Speech, University
of Southern California.)

4statement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview, September, 1943.
>See Chapter VI, infra.

6Dra.ughon, op. cit., p. 86.
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a careful composition of each speech; the capacity to adapt to dif-
ferent audiences and varying occasions; a calm and poised demeanor
on the platform; a low, rich, forceful voice; a charming and attrac-
tivi appearance; all these combined to make her an effective speak-—
er.

Presented briefly, Mrs. Catt was not a bombastic orator. Her
poised and energetic personality; her pleasing, forceful tone and rhythm;
and her ability to extemporize fluently and logically, combined with an
earnest desire to win her cause, made her an effective persuasive speak-

er for the woman's movement.

Audience Responses
In 1887 when Mrs. Catt, then Mrs. Chapman, began lecturing in
Iowa, her audignces paid her from $10 to $25 on each occasion.2 The
amount paid provides one index of her audiences' evaluations of her as a
speaker.
On an occasion in Colorado, in 1893, after delivering a speech,

a giant came up to shake hands with her. "Lady," said he in a rich
brogue, "I'm what they call a bad man. I drink as much as I can get.
I've been in jail for one thing and another, and there's nothing re-
spectable at all about me. But I had a good old mother back in Ire-
land, and what you said has made me think of her. Sure the good wom-
en ought to vote to balance off the likes of me, and I'm going to
talk for woman suffrage from this time till election day, and it's a
bold man that will open his mouth against it in my presence!' Wheth-~
er it was owing to the efforts of the unrepentant sinner or not, his
town voted for suffrage in November.

At the National American Convention in Atlantic City, 1916, Mrs.

Catt's audience "filled the large theater and listened with intense

lW'alker, op. cit., p. 436.

2Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 47.

31bid.
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interest until the last word was spoken at five otclock.m"l (The speech
started at 3:30.) In Saratoga, New York, August 30, 1917, when Mrs. Catt
spoke before the Woman Suffrage Party State Conference, she raised the

audience to

. « .a pitch of enthusiasm which lasted thirty minutes. The cheering
did not die out until every one of the thousand or more delegates and
visitors in Conventiog Hall had marched to the platform, where they
filed past Mrs. Catt.

On December 14, that year, a news reporter stated, ''Mrs. Catt's speech

stirred the throng who heard her in Poli's t.hea.'bre."3

When Mrs. Catt turned to the subject of peace in Cleveland, Ohio,
April 13, 1921, and delivered her address, "A Call to Action," she brought
her audience to tears; but this act was rare and more of Anna Howard

Shaw'!s style than that of Mrs. Catt.h

On February 26, 1936, after she had spoken to the women's division

of the American Jewish Congress at the Commodore, "800 women came to their
feet to give her a three-minute ovation."5 Again, when addressing this
organization regarding aid for the Nazis' victims, she received the fol-
lowing reaction:

Again the impassioned crusader she was during the campaign for

woman suffrage, Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, now in her eightieth year,
brought a cheering audience to its feet yesterday in the grand

1rda Husted Harper, The History of the Woman Suffrage (New York:
National American Woman Suffrage Association, 1922), V, 488.

2New York Times, August 31, 1917, p. 18.

3Ivid., December 14, 1917, p. 13.

hPeck, Carrie Chapman Catt, op. cit., p. 408.

SNew York Times, February 27, 1936, p. 20.
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ballroom of the Hotel Astor. . . .Amid repeated outbursts of applause.l

In illustrating Mrs. Catt's continued ability to arouse audience
response, Mrs. Brown states:

At the Centennial dinner, 1942, four speakers had preceded Mrs.
Catt. Isabelle Depalentia had just delivered an appealing address.
Mrs. Catt followed by throwing away her written speech at eighty-
three and speaking impromptu. She displayed great brains and her
attention values were appalling. At the end of the speech no previ-
ous ovation at the meeting had been so great; the audience was shout-
ing and waving handkerchiefs.=?

Mrs. Catt was particularly accompiished in obtaining from her
audiences large financial donations for the suffrage cause. Frequently
commentators spoke of her "packed houses,' her audiences held "breathless"
and at "hushed attention." Her ability to arouse much ovation extended

to the close of her speaking career.

Self-Evaluation
Mrs. Catt once set forth her own standard of speech criticism:

If I were going to judge of a person's speechmaking qualities, I
should be inclined to think the most important thing was what informa-
tion or impression the speech conveyed to the hearers, but that is
not the factor which a real student of oratory would consider [éic .
That would be the literary or the oratorical construction of the
speech, But, as I never possessed anything worth noticing of liter-.
ary or oratorical talent, the only thing you can judge by is the im-
pression my speeches made and their ability to bring the hearers into
agreement with the speaker.

In commenting on copies of her extant speeches, Mrs. Catt wrote:
In looking over some of them myself, I can see that my purpose

was to give the audience some information; tell them something they
ought to know and I do not find in any speech any little eloquences

1Tbid., March 31, 1938.

2Sta.tem.ent by Mrs. Raymond Brown, personal interview.

SLetter from Mrs. Catt, June 1, 1945.




77

or tricks that a really good speaker is always interpolating now and
then through his speeches. I never thought I was a good speaker,
never claimed to be and never thought I had made a good speech when
I got through. I did think that the more people who were made to
think about the cause I was representing the sooner we would accomp-
lish the suffrage and I thought its accomplishment was put off so
long because our work was not of the high class we would have liked
to have had it.

Further testimony concerning Mrs. Catt's humility in evaluating
herself as a speaker is contained in an incident she related:

I have never considered myself a speaker worthy of imitation.
Once, I was traveling with Miss Anthony and the plan was that she
was to make the first speech and when she got through, I was to be-
gin. Sometimes she spoke an hour and sometimes she spoke only five
minutes. Upon this particular occasion, a request was made that she
should speak last, because some business men were coming late to the
meeting. Neither one of us made a good speech.

When we went to the place at which we were staying, I asked Miss
Anthony if she ever felt that she had made so bad a speech that she
never wanted to make another for that was the way I felt. She re-
plied: "Why, I always feel that way." In a few moments she came to
me and said: "After I thought about it a little, I concluded that
poor speeches were better than no speeches at all, so I have gone
right on." That was really the philosophy of my speeches. I think
I was better than nobody at all, but I never thought there was any-
thing in my experience that could teach a Department in Public Speak-
ing how to do it.2

When asked which of her speeches could be considered her best,

Mrs. Catt said:

I should say that the two most important speeches I ever made
were: (1) The address to Congress, which was the only one ever made
by the suffragists and was printed and distributed to every member
as the last word to be said before the last wvote was taken asking
for the submission of the Federal Amendment. (2) The address made
after the submission of the Federal Amendment and which was addressed
to the members of the legislatures, and I think we distributed it to
all the members.

I have not seen or read these speeches for twenty-six years and
I do not say that they are not the worst speeches ever made by any

lietter from Mrs. Catt, June 25, 1945.

2Letter from Mrs. Catt, July 19, 1940.
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human being. I am only saying that they ought to have been the best
I made at any time because they were the climax of the campaign. . «
I am inclined-to think that the best speeches I ever made were war
speeches.l
Mrs. Catt seemed to feel that she had more freedom in choice of subject
matter when speaking on the subject of peace and war.2
A pencil note on her copy of the speech, "The Crisis,! suggests
that someone, possibly Miss Pecik, considered it among her climactic
speeches. The note reads: "A most important speech, given by Mrs. Catt
at the Emergency Convention, 1916, when Mrs. Catt, after being drafted
as President of the National American Woman Suffrage Association a second
time, launched the drive for the Federal Am.endment."3
Throughout Mrs. Catt's remarks about herself as a speaker it is
apparent that she was principally concerned about the communicative as-—
pect of her speaking rather than its literary style. She possessed a
strong inner conviction that she had a message for her audiences that was
of vital importance to the future of women and that the success of women

depended upon her ability and the ability of her co-workers to move audi-

ences to accept this message and do something about it.

Summary and Conclusion

A study of Mrs. Catt reveals her as a personality inherently a
piloneer determined to achieve an objective even though she had much oppo-

sition and the goal appeared to be unattainable. Her faith in the

lietter from Mrs. Catt, June 1, 1945.
2Statement by Mrs. Catt, personal interview,

3carrie Chapman Catt, "The Crisis" (unpublished manuscript).
President's Address delivered at the Emergency Convention, Atlantic City,
New Jersey, September 7, 1916,
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evolutionary progréss of the human race generated a confidence in humanity.

bhis perspective on society led her to see each cause as a part of a larger
|
@ovement. Those who knew her were impressed with her physical and mental
gtrength as a leader. Praise of her and her cause was apparently enhanced
by her modesty, tolerance, sincerity, and statesmanlike behavior. She
probably minimized unfavorable impressions about herself by refusing to
éupport the militant éuffragists or the Woman's Party and by maintaining
a nonpartisan political attitude. She appears to have gained the respect
of women in many nations as an organizer, a tactful executive, and an
inspirational leader.

The promotion of two causes—-suffrage and peace--composed Mrs.
Cati's career. As a child she was a defender