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FREFACE

An effort has been made (1) to sketeh in a broad way
the early Jjourney of Colonel George W. Miller to Oklahoma
and the establishment of the 101 Ranch; (2) %o explain and
portray the extent and work of Colonel Miller's sons in
building the vast prairie empire, the work of the ranch
in cattle, agriculture and oil; (3) to tell the financial
difficulties and the various schemes to reestablish the
falling cattle domain and to give the final disposition
of the great 101 Ranch; (4) to bring the entire history
of the 101 Ranch up to date.

The influence of this 101 Ranch has been felt in the
agricultural work of the founders. Also it has been a
link in tying the old West with the new.

1 wish to express sincere appreciation to the staff
of the Oklahoma Historical Soceciety for their use of news-
paper files and their splend id assistance, and to Dr. T.H.
Reynolds for his invaluable help and c¢o-operation.

Re S. T
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THE 101 RANCH
CHAPTER I
THE BACKGROUND

The 101 Ranch has been called the showplace of the
century and was truly one of the most outstand ing
establishments of modern times. The true spirit of the
West was exemplified in its splendid customs and magnificent
hospitality. This vast domain was the baeckground for the
most romatic of western stories. Here a pioneer spirit
Colonel George Washington Miller built an empire which
was carried on by his sons Joseph, George L. and Zack,
until it became internationally famous.

Colonel George W. Millerl was born February 22, 1841
in Lincoln county, near Crab Orchard, Kentucky. Soon
afterward, his father died and George was taken to the
plantation of his grandfather, John Fish. This plantation
was also near Crab Orchard, Kentucky. There the boy was
reared in the traditions of the South. The love of fine
horses was ingrained in him, &s was a love of family. He
worked with his grandfather from early childhood and was
practically in eharge of the plantation by the time he
reached manhood.% ‘

iThe $itle of "Colonel" is usually applied to any person
of influence who holds a position of esteem in a community.
Used more in Xentucky and Southern Steses than in other
sections of the United Sta ves.
2Elsworth Collings; Alma Miiller ingland, The 101 Ranch, P. 4.
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On January 9, 1886, Colonel Miller married liiss Mary
Anne (Molly) Carson in Louisville, Kentueky. She, too, was
native Kentuckian, the daughter of Judge David B. Cerson,
owner of a large plantation in Rock Castle County. She was
born August 26, 1844, Like her husband, she was reared in
the traditions and eustoms of the old South. gShe was & robust,
genial girl, with a steadfast spirit which went well wifh the
impulsive, fierce nature of her husband.d

Soon after their marriesge the young Millers assumed
the full management of the Fish plantation. By this time
John Fish was old and wished to retire. Thié was soon after
the Civil War. It was here their first son, Joseph Carson
Miller, was born on March 12, 1868. Through-out his youth
Colonel Miller cherished a plan for making this plantation
& great monument to his family, but he soon found this to
be impossible. Government restrictions on estates in the
South prevented his becoming sole owner of the plantation.
Besides, the slaves who formerly worked the place were now
free and lived in hope of receiving "forty acres and a mule"
as a gift from the government.4

Like many other young men of the South, Miller began
looking toweard the West. Fabulous tales of opportunity in
California reached his ears, so in the winter of 1870

31b1d.
41pid., p. 5.
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Colonel Miller, accompanied by his wife and two year old
son, started overland from Kentucky to seek fame and
fortune in the "Golden West."9

It was his intention to follow the Arkansas-Indian
Territory line and then take the southern route to
California. Due %o the hardships of the season, Miller
decided to winter at the village of Newtonia, Missouri, in
Newton County. There he piteched his camp, and he was held
there by the charm of the prairie. C(Colonel Miller was a
born trader. He would go to town with practically nothing
and return with a wagon, & mare and a couple of cows. As
there were meny settlers around his cemp who had hogs to
dispose of, he started trading various articles for the hogs.
He then converted the hogs into bacon and hams. When spring
came he set out for Texas with 20,000 pounds of cured meat,
loaded in ten wagons, for he had learned from the cowboys
coming up the trail that one hundred pounds of bacon would
buy a full grown steer. The cattle on the Texaé ranges had
been let run wild and no man knew how many steers he possessel .6

Upon arriving in Texas, he found that he could purchase
& steer for fifty pounds of bacon, instead of one hundred
pounds. He traded his entire ten wagon loads for four

hundred head of Texas steer, and started north up the old

Tzﬂharlﬁs Iane Callen, "The Story of the Great 101 Ranch,"
American Magazine, CVI, (July, 1928), 148,

Ibid.
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Eastern Trail through the Indian Territory. Colonel Miller's
first drive was very successful. He arrived at Baxter
Springs, Kansas, near the north line of Indian Territory,
with no mishaps. The next step was to obtain permission
from the Quapaw Ind ians to graze the steers on their reser-
vation. Receiving permission to do so, he made his head-
quarters at Baxter Springs until he was able to sell his
cattle to buyers from St. Louis and Chicago. The buyers
would then drive them on to Wichita, Kansas. When the deal
was completed the first successful drive of lMiller cattle
up the trail from Texas was ended. This served as their
introduction to the cattle business.’

The success of the first drive put an end %o Colonel
Miller's dreams of going on to Californies, and led to the
establishment, in the early part of 1871, of the first
ranch near what is now liiami, Oklahoma.8

Colonel Miller's first ranch was known &as the "LK"
Rench. Lee Kokernut was a noted Texas rancher with whom
Miller had formed a partnership in the cattle business.

The brand LK (Lee Kokernut) was on many of the cattle
arriving at Baxter Springs from Mr. Kokernut's ranch in
Texas, and, for that reason, Colonel Miller adopted this
brand for his new raneh. He maintained his family home at

Newtonia, Missouri, about twenty miles north of his ranch.

7Ibid.
8Collings; England, op. ¢it., p. 6.
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Here he built a comfortable home for his family and on June 21,
1873, Alma, his only daughter was born, and Zackary Taylor,
his second son, April 26, 1878. Mrs. Miller's younger brothers
Joined her at Newtonia for company and protection while Colonel
Miller was in Texas on his trips, which were often quite long.
In order to have necessary supplies for his ranch Colonel
Miller established a general store at Newtonia, which was
successfully conducted by his wife and her brothers. Ilirs.
Miller became & leader in the church and such socilety as ex-
jsted in the small town., Mr. Miller, while not active in the
church, could always be counted on for financial aid,?

Colonel Miller learned on his first trip to Texas that
peper money was looked upon with suspicion by the Texas people,
because the soldiers in the Civil War had been paid off in
worthless Confederate paper. The only form of money they
desired was gold, which was at a premium, or some other form
metal currency. Therefore, instead of burdening himself with
loads of bacon he took gold instead on his succeeding trips,
since a steer that was priced at six dollars could be bought
for gold at one-half that figure.l0

It was on the first ranch of Colonel Miller that his
sons grew to manhood and simultaneously grew up with the
cattle industry. The boys learned to ride rope and became

J1bid.
loGeorse Reiney, "The Cherokee Strip," The 101 Ranch, p. 213.
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steeped in the traditions of the cattle business. They
rece ived an education which could not have been obtained
any place else at any price. The cattle business made of
most men individuals who were strong, honest and capable
in their dealings with their neighbors. Their first home
was & sod house, their companions were cowboys. The lMiller
boys thus became cowmen and pioneers of the first order.

In the fall of 1880 the ceattle business of Colonel
Miller had grown so rapidly that he determined to move his
femily from Newtonia to Baxter Springs, Kansas. The town
was about five miles north of his ranch near the present
site of Miami, Oklahoma. It was here at Baxter Springs,
Kansas, that George Lee, his youngest son was born on
September 9, 188l. The boy was named for his father and
Lee Kokernut.ll

About this time western railroad expansion began, and
a8 the roads were moving on westward Colonel Miller decided
to move his ranch to new cattle ranges. Just across the
border south from Kansas was the vast Indian-owned Cherokee
Strip. This "Strip" was a regular cattlemans paradise and
was being overlooked by meny people at that time. Another
reason for this move was that Colonel Miller was driving large
herds of cattle up the trail and his Baxter Springs ranch

could not support such increases. He would take his cattle

1100111ngs; Englend, op. cit., p. 14.
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up in droves of 1,000 to 5,000 with two or three days bhe-
tween the herds to allow for feed and water and also to
avold stampedes such as would happen in & larger herd. The
land in the "Strip" ceould be leased from the Indians for
from two to five cents an sere, with unlimited amounts of
water and grass for the onecoming cattle, ?

Colonel Miller looked over the possibilities of the
"Strip" and determined to found a ranch about twenty miles
gsouth of Hunnewell, Kansas. This was located near the present
site of Lamont, Okleshoma. Accordingly, he established him-
gself at that site. The headquarters consisted of & three-
room log house, corral, and branding pen, with a horse barn
roofed with hay. This was known as the Salt Fork Ranch; the
other big pasture which was in connection was known as the
Deer Creek Ranch. However, the headgquarters were at the
Selt Fork Ranch as most of the branding and pens were locatad-
there, 13

The first barb wire fence in the Cherokee Strip was
built by Colonel Miller on his Deer Creek Ranch. This fence
was built about 1880 and enclosed a very extensive tract of
land. A%t the time that he began to fence the land, he also
began to lease from the Indians. He leased from the Ponea
Indians against the time when that in the Cherokee Strip
should be opened to settlers. Cattlemen as a class hated

IzRainey..gR. git., p. 214.
1300111ngs; Englend, op. cit., p. l4.
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the settlers as they fenced the land and cut off the grass
from the herds., Colonel Miller was very wise. Instead of
making war on the setilers he adopted their tactics and in
conjunction with his vast herds of cattle set up an empire
within itself by fencing vast amounts of land for his own
use, 4

1t was about this time that Colonel Miller adopted the
101 as a brand for his cattle. There are several versions
of how he happened to select that particular brand. Popular
belief was that the ranch contained 101,000 acres and was
named accord ingly. As a matter of fact, the famous ranch
family never claimed that much property. 2Zack relates that
his father was buying cattle down around San Antonio, Texas
and there was a cabaret in that e¢ity named "10l." C(Colonel
Miller was having trouble getting his cowboys away from this
cabaret to start back home. When Colonel Miller learned the
name of the place he told them if they liked the name ™"101"
80 well he would brend his cattle with it and then the boys
would not have to be away from their amusements. Another
version is that Colonel Miller bought & small ranch near the
Salt Fork Ranch acreage with the brand of Bar-0O-Bar. A4s it
was written —0— it was very hard to read upon the cattle.
Therefore, he turned the bars upright &and made it read 1-0-1

and naturally became known a&s "hundred and one". A brand

TCe11en, loc. oit., p. 148.



must be simple to read and casily applied and this 101
seemed to fit all the requirements for a good brand. It
was definitely proven that Colonel Miller adopted the brand
in 1881 for almost all his cattle. This was branded upon
the left horn of the cattle and "No" on the left side. The
horses were branded with his old LK brand he had obtained
from his Texas friend Lee Kokernut. In 1888 he abandoned
the method of branding "1l01" on the horn and "No" on the
gide of the cattle and placed the 101 on the left hip of all
his eattle and horses..d

In the spring of 1881 Mrs. liller made her annual trip
to Kentucky visiting relatives and friends there. Upon her
return Colonel Miller moved his family from their Baxter
Springs, Kansas, home to & new home at Winfield, Kansas. He
then set out to establish the mammoth empire of which he had
dreamed while he was still in Kentueky. Colonel Miller
purchagsed a two=-story brick dwelling and provided Mrs. Miller
with all the luxuries of the time, even to & private horse
and oarriage.ls

Colonel Miller now had thousands of cattle roaming over
the Oklshoms ranges and many cowbeys in his employ. He and
Mrs. Miller traveled in the highest society of the time in
Winfield. They conducted their home on the manner of the

southern families and anyone who stopped was welcome to rest

153&111 Oklahoman, December 6, 1936.
16¢0111ngs; Englend, op. ¢it., p. 15.
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and share in the hospitality of the Millers. There were
always visitors, and carriages could be seen at their home
at &ny-hour of the day. Colonel Miller was very generous
in his dealings with the poor people of.the surrounding
country. He instructed the Provident Association of Winfield
to take care of the poor by giving them orders on the meat
market he had established. When at home Miller would attend
church dressed in a‘silk hat and carrying a gold-headed walke
ing stick with the appropriate formal attire,l”

At this time the Ponca Ind ians were becoming dis-
satisfied with their allotment in Oklshoma and were thinking
of moving baeck to Kansas. Colonel Miller was looking over
the land south of the present town of Ponca City when it
occured to him that this land was the kind the Indians would
desire for & home. Not wanting to abandon his trip and
knowing that Chief White Eagle of the Ponca tribe was going
to start to Washington soon, he hit upon the idea of sending
his son Joe to the chief to ask him to visit the new land.
Joe was then very young, but his father knew that the boy
was fully competent to carry out his mission with the greatest
speed and deliver the message exactly &s he was instructed.
In addition he spoke the Indian language fluently. Therefore,
Joe was sent %o the camp of the Ponca Indians near Baxter
Springs, Keansas. Joe rode all day and night, arriving at
the Ponca camp in less time than his father had expected.

T71pia.
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It was well Joe had used such haste for White Eagle was ready
to leave the next day for Washington, D. C. 1If Joe had been
any later he would have been unable to see the chief. With-
out pausing to rest, Joe immediately explained to the chiefs
by word pictures and drawings on the dirt floor of the tepee
that the land to the South and West was the long awaited home
of the Ponce Indians. He explained the lay of the land and
the amount of grass contained on the rolling hills and in the
valleys. The grass at that time was as tall as the knees of
an ordinary cow horse.la

Chief White Eagle was favorably impressed and he abandoned
his trip to Washington. Several of the chiefs, guided by Joe,
set out the next day to explore the future home. Finding the
country exactly as Joe had pictured it, the Ind ians were very
anxious to settle upon this new land. The chiefs returned
and advised their people to accept this land of bountiful
gress and game. The Indians did so and moved in 1881 to their
new home. The Millers promised the Indians they would never
regret this move. This was proved true many times as the
Millers always provided the Indians with plenty of blankets
and food.lg

An incident occurred about this time which shows the
depth and shrewdness of Colonel Miller as a cattleman. He

was one who would always stand up for the right and believed

181pid., p. 23.
197pid., p. 17.



thet other people should accord him the same courtesy. He
had turped about 5,000 head of stock into the Cherokee Strip
in the fall. When spring roundup came, and the count was
completed he found that there were thirty head of catile

migsing. This was o loss of lesgs than thirec fifths of one

per cent and Colonel liller did uot at the time think any

more about the loss. The Sante Fe Railroad had a large out-
fit working on their road thet winter with headquarters only

g2 few miles from the raneh. In the early spring the crew

moved their equipment down the line to a point near the town
of Mulhall ané esteblished headquarters at that place. Ous
day Jim iloore, ong of Killer's foremen ceme 1t0 him and saild,
"We shounld go down to the reilroald camp and collect the meat
bill.™ (Colonel lMiller of course asgked Moore for an explanation.
Ee said thet the day before asg he was passging the abandons

camp of the reilrosd he found 2 gtecr's head with "101V branded
oin the horn., The next morning Hoore and Zack rolde dovwn %o

the relilroad camp %o colleet. They found the foremasn of fthe
camp and told him they had come to c¢olleet the meat bill the
camp had made last winter. The foreman was dumbfounded butb
Zack told him to figure the catile at thirty dollars & head,
The foremen wag frightened and went inito a nearby tent for &
consultation with someone inside. Directly he appeared and
hanfed Zack a chsck opn a Wichlite, Xansas bank for the sum of

nine hundred dollarsg in full payment for the lost thirty head
J
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of eattle. The check was good and Colonel lliller as a re-
sult 4id not lose & single kead of stoeck that year.go

Colonel Miller wag a lover of horses ss are all irue
Kentuckians. He had, over & period of several years, acoeumn-
lated a large number of aging cow horses which were past their
usefulness on the renge. His sons had repeatedly urged him
to dispose of them but he was sentimentally attached to them
and refused to dispose of them., Pirally in the fall of 1888
he decided %o get rid of the horses and gatherel together
about one hundred heald. %They were too glow for furthur use
on the range, but were capable of Qoing good work in the
fields., FHe placed an advertisement iu the Winfield, Kansas,
peper, offering the horses for sale at auction. 0On the day
of the sale the farmers capne from miles around in hope of
ob taining some good work horses cheaply. Through an over-
gight the terms of the sale falled to appear on the gsle bills.
When the fime came for the auction the farmers wanted to know
the terms. Colonel Miller was a great sportsmar and believed
in having his fun. o was in good spirits that day so he
mounted the auction block and told the crowd thet fthey would
not have to pay for the horses until Grover Cleveland was
elected President of the United 3States. The opponent of
Clevelend was Benjemin Harrison as the Hepublican capdidate.

It was generally conceded that Harrison would be elseied

“Opeiney, op. ¢it., p. 315.
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President. The farmers were to pay ten per cent interest on
the ir notes until paid. When Colonel Miller told the crowd
this they immediately let out a yell because they saw, or
thought they saw, an opportunity to obtain some much needed
work horses for nothing. The farmers were very reckless in
their bidding and the horses sold for prices far beyond their
true value. They sold for prices ranging around one hundred
twenty-~five dollars where on the open market they could have
been bought for seventy-five dollars at the most. The election
came, Harrison was elected President of the United States and
the farmers around Winfield had many a laugh at the expense of
Colonel Miller.2l

But in the campaign of 1892 the same cand idates were
opponents. At this Presidential eleection the tables were
turned and Cleve land was elected. Colonel Miller remembered
his deal with the farmers and dug up the old notes. He turned
them over %o a Winfield lawyer and had him colleet the notes
with forty per cent accrued interest. With few exceptions
the notes were collected, and Colonel Miller had the last
laugh at the expense of the farmers even though he had had to
wait several years for his money.aa

At the time Joe was telling the Ponea Indians of the
wonders of the Salt Fork River basin, Colonel Miller was look-
ing over the land and thinking of the time when the Cherokee

2lipid.
221pid.
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Strip would be open to white settlement. When the Ponca
Ind ians Gecided to locate on the Salt Fork they told Miller
that if at any time he needed help Jjust to ask them and they
would do all in their power to repay their debt to him. He
kept this promise in mind to be used at the time when the
territory would be opened to white settlement. This was to
come sooner than most cattlemen expected but Colonel Miller
was prepared for this eventuality. In the spring of 1892 he
asked the Ponce Indians for permission to locate his ranch
on the south bank of the Salt Fork River. This new loecation
was to be & few miles down the river from his originel 3alt
Creek Ranch. The Indians were very much pleased and offered
Colonel Miller any amount of land he wished for his cattle.
He had to obtain permission from the 9ffice of Indian Affairs
at Washington but this was accomplished after a time. In the
meantime word had been passed that the "Strip" was to be
opened in 1893, 59
When the news came that the Cherokee Strip would
be open for settlement, George lMiller, the father,
thought of the rich grass lands along the 3Salt Fork of
the Arkansas on which in former days his cattle had
fattened as they moved along the trail from Texas.
Since then the Ponca Indians had loafed away their days
on it. Now the government was opening it for homesteads,
after alloting such sections to the individual Poncas.
S50 on the day of the opening, amid the rush of
wagons, horses and men on foot, lined up on the border
south of Arkansas City, Kansas, waiting for a pistol
shot signal for the rush, was & tall bay thoroughbred
racing horse from Kentucky bearing Joseph Miller, George

Millers eldest son. There was a gleam in the boy's
eye and confidence in his manner.

23Collings; imgland, op. cib., D. 25.
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The homestead his father coveted was forty miles
away, and he knew Just where it was. Hundreds of others
knew the land, but the horses were not Ientucky bred
racers. With the pistol shot the rush began and far in
the lead sped the bay racer.
Late that afternoon a tired youth dropped from a
spent horse and planted a flag at the big bend of the
3alt Fork of the Arkansas where the Ponca reservation
began., The horse died where he fell. A stone now marks
the spot--a memorial of the beginning of the 101 Ranch.
George Miller followed his son into the territory and
the two youngest boys, George Jr., and Zack, came to0.2%
Colonel Miller immediately moved the ranch to the new
site near the Ponea reservation. The first ranch house was
a dugout on the south bank of the Salt Fork River. This first
house was built of lumber and sod built into the side of the
hill and served as headquarters of the ranch from 1893 until
1903, %5

A permanent home was not built until 1903, as the Millers
were not able to purchase land from the Indians. The Indians
were willing but the 0ffice of Indian Affairs was very slow
in issuing patents to the Indians so they could sell the
land. During this time Colonel liiller was maintaining a home
at Winfield, Kansas, in order %o give his family the benefits
of good education and the culture of city life. In 1903
Colonel Miller was able to obtain patents to a few tracts of
land on the north bank of the Salt Fork River. He immediately
started building & palatial home modeled after the beautiful

plantation homes of his native Kantucky.zs

ZAThe Bliss bBreeze, Uctober 12, 1909.
25Collings; inglend, op. eit., p. 26.
261bid.
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The home was started but unfortunately Colonel Miller
did not live to see it completed. He died of pneumonia at
the o0ld headquarters of the ranch on the south bank of ;he
Salt Fork River, Saturday, April 25, 1903. He had reached
the age of sixty-one years and twenty days, an o0ld age for
the life he had led, but the open range and wholesome air
of the west makes for & longer life., Short funeral services
were conducted at the ranch and his body was then shipped to
Creb Orchard, Xentucky, the old home of the ramily.37

Colonel Miller was always vigorous in body, but when he
felt his vitality slipping he called his family about him
and told them he would not recover. He remained in good
spirits until the end, playing with his grandehildren Just
before he died. His last will was that the ranch should
remain intact forever in the family. Colonel liiller had a
strong personality and the heart of a real Kentucky gentle-
men., He made many enemies and many friemds. The ones who
mourned his passing the most were his adopted children, the
Ponece Indians. So passed one of the greatest pioneers of

the West and & steunch friend of the Indians.®8

271bid,
281hid., p. 27.
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CHAPTER II
THE BUILDING OF THE GREAT 101 RANCH

WWhen the present ranch was firgt planned it was to he
entirely a cattle ranch; therefore, nothing was done about
farming the surplus land. But, in 1893 there came a business
crisis. Money was hard to obtain. This panic reached the
Millers through the failure of a Kansas City commission house,
which had acted as agent for all their cattle transactions.
The commission house had on its books a $300,000 eredit for
Colonel Miller from cattle it had sold for him.}

This was entirely lost through the failure of the house;
but thet was not all the Millers were to lose. The commission
house hed failed %o pay $100,000 in notes, which they should
have paid out of their credit account. This $100,000 had to
be paid by Colonel Miller himself, and the only method was
to sell cattle enough to pay the debt. The eastern bankers
who held the notes, sent in men to take the eattle, 17,000
head, to pay this debt. After payment only a few head of
cattle and some worn out cow ponies were left. After this
financial disaster there remained in the Miller hold ings the
vast prairie domain and a great amount of courage. They had
no cattle and very little money. This was & panic year and
Colonel Miller had a hard time getting any outside help. There-
fore he sold his remaining cows to the Indians, kept the old

lTime, (February 11, 1929), p. 63.
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horses, and gathered together what farming tools he could
without too great & cost. Before spring arrived Colonel
Miller and his sons borrowed enough money to buy seed wheat
end to hire help to plant 5,000 acres to wheat. This was a
big gamble against adversities of nature, but it had already
been proved to the satisfaction of Colonel Miller that wheat
could be raised on Oklahoma land. The setilers had raised it
since the "Strip" had been opened and usually had excellent
crops. At the same time he managed to get five hundred calves,
which he grazed upon the green wheat. The time for harvest
arrived and the 5,000 scres were & waving golden field. This
year had been a good one for wheat not only in the season but
also in price. Vheat on the Chicago market sold at a dollar
twenty a bushel. The Millers harvested 70,000 bushels of
wheat on the 5,000 acres an average of fourteen bushels to
the acre. This wheat brought to the Millers $84,000 in cash--
not & bad investment for the first trial. This marked the
turning point of 10l poliey; hereafter it would combine farming
with cattle raising. Following the erisis of 1893 Colonel
Miller restocked the ranges with improved breeds of cattle.
As a produet of the open range, the longhorn cattle did well -
where pure bred cattle would have perished of travel and
drouth. However, the markets now demanded & better grade of
beef and in the fenced pastures of the new farm era, it was

possible to improve the herd. Through the use of high grade
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bulls, the sale of undesirable stock, and the retention of

he ifer calves from year to year, Colonel Miller had, at the
time of his death in 1903, transformed his herd of gaunt and
wiry longhorns into cattle of higher beef qualities.z

The 101 Ranch prospered from this new beginning and each
year marked an improvement of some kind to that vast kingdom.
1t was truly an empire on the prairie of the Golden West.
Colonel Miller had visions of grandeur that were not to be
treated lightly. He was the type of person who could make
visions become reality. At the time of his death the 101
had grown to vast proportions.

When Colonel iiller died in 1903, the 101 Ranch included
50,000 acres of leased land. Kot one acre was owned, except
the homestead. The reason for this was that each Indian must
apply to the Office of Indian Affairs at Washington, D. C., for
patents to the land before being allowed to sell., For this
reason Colonel Miller was unable to purchase any land before
his death. He had however, succeeded in obtaining options
on several Indian tracets which would come up for sale in a
short time. These he never saw added to the 101 as the first
deeded land. But he left to his wife $30,000 in insurance,
which she used to purchase the first six sections of land
upon which Colonel Miller had started the home for his family.a

ECallon, loc. c¢ite, D 147,
®Ponca City Courier, April 27, 1903.
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Lfber Colonel HMiller died Nrs. Miller returned to the
ranch determined to carry out her husband's poliey of ranch-
ing. The house was completed. It had all the modern
features which could be found at that time. The first social
event held in the new residence was the marriage of krs.
Miller's daughter, Alme, to William Henry England, an Attorney-
at-law at Winfield, Kansas.®

At the time of Miss Miller's marriage she was to receive
her share in the 101 Ranch estate. But, Colonel Miller had
requested that the ranch remsin intaect and that the heirs
meke no division of the property other than to determine the
share each was to receive in the estate. Therefore, she
accepted as her share certain properties not directly con-
nected with the 101 holdings. The 101 Ranch itself remained
intact for many years.”

After Colonel Miller's death the management of ths ranch
passed into the hands of Joe, the eldest son, who had been
trained for that position since childhood. 1In the later
yeers of his father's life he had been de facto manager and
had transacted most of the ranch business, That Joe was
well fitted for this task is shown by an incident which
oecured in his younger days. He attended Central University
at Richmond, Kentucky for three years, but refused to return
for the last year. His father, seeing that the boy was

400111nss; England, op. oit., p. 29.
5Ibid., Pe 80
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determined to stay out of school, told him that he would
have to get out into the world and see what he could do in
competition with his fellow men. However, Colonel Miller,
unlike many fathers who coldly turn their sons out and expect
them to make a living, gave him {10,000 and told him %o
spend it as he saw fit. Joe accepted the money and went to
Texas. There he deposited it in the bank, determined not %o
use it until he could make a good investment. He obtained
employment in a store, but in a few days he tired of life as
a clerk. So he decided to go to Alpine, Texas, where great
herds of cattle were being gathered for northern drives. The
101 brand was well known and he met many friends there. He
was very glad to get baek into the atmosphere in which he
was reared, He stayed around the camps for several weeks
until one day he heard of the illnéas of his father's friend,
Lee Kokernut. Joe immediately sought him out. Kokernut was
very glad to see him. A person had told him about & herd of
cattle Kokernut had gathered together %o drive north.
Kokernut was lamenting the fact that he would have to sell
them or postpone the drive indefinitely because of ill health.
A postponement of the drive would cause him great loss as
it was getting late in the season and grass would be scarce
along the trail. The thought suddenly struck Joe that here
was his opportunity to prove himself, and at the same time
put his money to work. So, he offered to buy the herd himself
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and drive it up the trail. A deal was arranged between
them. Xokernut sent a note to the foreman in charge of the
cattle telling him that Joe had purchased the stock and was
his new boss. Joe immediately got the men together and told
them to be ready to start up the trail the next morning. The
men were more than willing, as they had loafed and wasted
time enough already. The next morning the herd started and
without any mishaps arrived at the 101l Ransch. Joe's father
was glad to see him and went at once to look over the cattle.
He was more than pleased and complimented his son on the fine
cattle he had purchased, agreeing to take them off his hands.
Colonel Miller realized & good profit from the cattle and Joe
was established as manager of the great 101 Ranch.®

The second son of Colonel Miller was given the name of
Zackary Taylor Miller and is the cattleman and trader of the
family. The trader in him is revealed in his purchase of
Mexican army supplies. VWhile in Texas on a livestock deal,
he went to Presidio to wateh a skirmish between the lexican
Fellerals and CGeneral Villa. The Federals were beaten and
forced to the American side of the Rio Grande. The United
States and Mexico not being at war, the horses, arms and
accoutrements could not be considered spoils of war but were
sub jeet to custom duty. Zack sent for Joseph, and they made

the Mexican government an offer on all the equipment of the

GI'hiﬂ., De 33.
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army. The offer was accepted. Later the brothers resold
the greater part of the arms and equipment to the lexican
forces. The livestock they sent to. Texas pastures controlled
by the 101 and to the Oklahoma raneh.’

George Lee Miller, the youngest son of Colonel George
W, Miller, was given control of the financial affairs of the
ranch upon his fathers death. George L. was a gracious host,
In this respect he resembled his mother more than did the
other members of the family. All matters of a financial
nature vere taken up with George L. before they were passed
on by the other brothers. Joe, as manager, usually had the
final word as to what was done, but he always consulted the
rest of the family on the matter before deciding. George L.
develope@ an accounting system for the ranch whereby a complete
check on each of the varied enterprises was possible. This
system has been pronounced by experts to be one of the simplest
and most complete yet devised. The 101 Ranch prospered under
his finaneial guidance.®

Together the three brothers, Joe the farmer and manager,
Zack, the cattleman and trader, and George L., the financier,
formed a powerful combination, which ably carried on the work
which their father had started. The development of their
natural aptitudes marked the beginning of the 101 Ranch's

greatest growth. They were not afraid to venture. hen they

T1bid.
Blbﬁo, Pe 34 .
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lost, they tried again.

This spirit was evidenced by their reaction to the
ranch~house fire. DNear two o'eloeck in the morning of
January 14, 1909, fire broke out in the ranch-house. The
fire had its origin in the cellar of the house and was of
unde termined source. VWhen discovered it had spread to nearly
all parts of the house. The fire was first discovered by
Mrs. Miller, about fifteen minutes before the walls fell.
Hothing of value was recovered except & trunk of one of the
guests. The remainder of the ranch buildings were at a
distance from the house, therefore in no danger of becoming
ignited. This was quite & loss to the Millers but with their
customary spirit they made plans for & new nome.?

The building of the new residence was under the personal
supervision of Joe with the help of a competent architect.
The new structure was entirely of fireproof construction.
There are seventeen rooms in this beautiful three-story
residence. It was equipped with every modern convenience,
hot and cold water, hardwood floors, electric lighting and a
basement fully modern. 1% was built on the southern colonial
gtyle, large porches, tall columns supporting the roof and
enhancing the outside beauty. The whole was & dazzling white
ineluding roof as well as walla.lo

During this time the farming and cattle operations were
going along in full swing. Also the Wild West Show was having

“Ponca City Courier, January 14, 1909.
10¢0111ings; Zngland, op. oit., D. 37.
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its day. The first show was given at the request of President
Theodore Roosevelt who invited the Miller Brothers as representa-
tives of the cattle business to give a display of life on the
open range. This exhibition was given at the Jamestown Expo-
gition, at Norfolk, Virginia. The show was a great success
and after the exposition was over the Millers gathered a group
together and sent them to New York City where the show broke
attendance records. These two shows were only makeshifts
thrown together for the purpose of showing only a short time.l1

The Millers had no idea of establishing a Wild West
Show. In faet they resisted all overtures to establish this
enterprise until finally it occurred to them that a few grown
people and very few children had come in contact with the
real west. Therefore, they determined to gather together a
group of performers and try it out locally before going on
the road. The first performance was given at Ponea City,
Oklahomsa, on April 17, 1909. It was immediately & success
and was aclaimed by many as & show that would hold permanent
interest of the people. ZLverything of the 0ld West was
portrayed. Cowboys and cowgirls, triek riding, roping, shoot-
ing, Indien dances, and other wierd aboriginal rites, Indian
massacres, long~horned Texas steer, buffalo, bulldogging--all
these things and more made up the show. Joe Miller himself
was one of the prineipal attractions. Almost all the per-

YUponea city Courier, 4pril 8, 1909.
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formers in the show were recruited from the 101 Raneh and
vieinity. Meny "Western" movie stars began their careers
with the 101 Wild West Show.l2

One of the most interesting side lights of the great
101 Ranch now comes into the limelight. The Millers
employed negro laborers and cowboys &s well as white.
Among the negro cowboys was an outstanding example of
daring and good horsemanship--Bill Pickett. The author
has watched this negro bulldogger at his daring feats of
skill and can say he made a fine art of his accomplishment.
He was reputed to be the first bulldogger and no one has
contested this claim. Zaek Miller said when he first
performed this stunt he would ride up on a horse, catch
the bull by the horns, twist the bull's head and then sink
his teeth in the bull's nostrils to bring him down. Leter
the teeth stunt was abandoned.l® When doing this stunt, at
one of the numerous W1ld West Shows, and roundups at the 101,
he advanced on vhe bull grasped the horns with both hands
twisted the bulls head back and pinned the bull to the ground
by throwing him on his back. Pickett would land in such a
manner that his feet would be in front of the bull acting
as a brake to the drive of the bull and when pinned the
bull's horns would be on each side of his body with Pickett
in & sitting position. A truly grand stunt and having the

TZIbid.
13¢ollings; Englsnd, op. eit., p. 171.
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specticuliar and daring of & good showman that he was.

In 1909 when the lMillers show was In lMexico the
killer brothers wagered their show against $25,000 in
gold that Pickett would hold & bull seven and one-half
minutes. As & result of such a bet when the people got
hold of the facts the scene rivalled the regular dull
fights that were on the bill before Pickett's performanae.l4

Here is the account of the battle as given in part by
the Mexican Herald. Bill Pickett, "The Dusky Demon of QOkla-

homa," ster attraction with the 101 Wild West Show, attempted
to throw a wild ferocious bull with his bare hands in a
Mexican Bull ring at Mexico City. It was the first time
such an attempt had been made in Mexico, and & huge crowd,
prejudiced against the negro, hooted and threw everything
they could lay hands on. rPickett was wounded by & bottle.
After a fifteen-minute struggle, during seven and one-half
minutes of whieh Pickett clung between the bull's horms,
being sheaken like a cotton rag, the negro was forced to give
up to escape death. In spite of the Jjeering of the crowd
general comment was favorable to Pickett. After this excellent
performance there was nothing left but for the Mexicans to
do but to pay off their wager.15

The show was such a success and its fame spread so

widely that the Miller Brothers took it to England where it

IIii'onoa City Courier, April 9, 1909, citing, Mexican Herald.
197pid.
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was on exhibition for six months at London. They pleannped a
tour of Europe, but war broke out. With the show was lirs.
George W, Miller, mother of the famous trio. One of the
Main features of the show was its magnificent horses and mules,
These looked good to the British government and were command-
eered for military use. Those were parlous times and Mrs.
Miller didn't know whether she would be able to get home |
herself, but she remained until by persistent effort and
diplomacy she secured the restoration of her property or
its equivalent. During the war years the show was disbanded
and the Millers turned to expansion of production on the
ranoh.LS

Another activity of the ranch was the production of oil.
Oklahome, as discovered by geologists, wéll showered with
geological highs in the earth structures. These ‘'highs' are
ind icatiohs of oil and o0il bearing strata. To most untrained
ind ividuals the surfece of the earth would give no indication
of underlying hills and valleys. The geologists call the
ancient upheavals of the earth antieclines and the valleys
between the upheavals, synclines. The oil was formed by the
great pressure on oil bearing strate forcing the oil into
porous sands. Since oil is lighter than water and the sand
contained sea water--that is, salt water--the oil and gas

would naturally seek higher levels and as a result formed

Wponca City Courier, July 14, 1918.
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in pockets. These pockets were naturally formed at the top
of an anticline, or highest place in this reservoir.

Mr. Harnest Whithworth Marlend, the present governor of
Oklahoma, wes visiting friends in Chicago when he chanced to
meet Colonel F. R. Kenney, who was at that time recruiting
gervice officer in that state. Colonel Kenney was & friend
of George L. Miller and made arrangements for lir. Marland
to visit the 101 Raneh, Mr. Marlend had been engaged in the
0il business in Pennsylvania and had a wide experience in
the oil industry. 17

Mr. Marland consented to visit the 101 and arrangements
were made by George to take him over the raneh. They spent
several days observing the large estate, riding and walking
by turns. A week or so after Marland had first came to the
ranch they rode up a hill to see the cemetery of the Ponca
Ind ians. These Indians always placed their dead on wicker
platforms above the ground. Mr. Marland noticed as he rode
up that the hill was a natural high on the surface. He also
noticed that the outeropping of rock indicated an anticline
as well as a topographical high. Further investigation
showed the cemetery was a true geological dome . L8

The 101 Ranch at this time contained about 100,000
acres, approximately 10,000 acres of this total were owned

TG0l 1ings; England, op. cit., p. 103.
18ok1ahoma City Times, July 20, 1934.
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outright, the remainder was under lease from the Ponca Indians.
Mr. Marland was convineed that the Indian cemetery was an oil
formation, and he told George he would drill a well for a
lease on the 101 lands. Miller would have to obtain a lease
from the Indians to allow them to drill on the land. George
had quite a time gaining leases from the Indians but finally
they were persuaded to lease the lend.1?

In the early part of February, 1209, the first oil well
location was staked. The leases obtained covered 10,000
acres of Miller land and 4,500 acres of Indian land. The
Ind ians gave George a lease to drill in the cemetery if he
would not drill where the Indians were burying their dead.
George gave Mr. Marland one-half interest in the lease on
condition he would drill on the leased land. This entire
lease included what was later to become the Ponca 0il Field.Z0
The first oil well was drilled in the Ponea City territory
near the headquarters of the ranch., Conditions for drilling
were bad, as the nearest supply house was at Tulsa, Oklahoma,
about one hundred twenty-five miles distance. There were no
heavy draft horses in the country, only cow ponies. Therefore,
all heavy timbers were haunled from the railroed by oxen. The
nearest railroad siding was at Bliss (now Marland) about four
miles from the ranch. The well was drilled with old tools
and Manila cable to a depth of 2,700 feet. This well was

L91bia.
20¢ollings; England, op. cit., D. 104.
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finally abandoned after locating five different oil and gas
sands which were non-produoara.zl

The derrick and boiler were now skidded %o a new location
about five miles from the first and higher up the geological
high. This well was drilled on what was known as the Iron
Thunder tract, named after an Indian of that name. The
cond itions of work were nearly a&s bad as those of the first
well. This venture was a success however, and at five hundred
feet an extraordinarily large flow of gas was encountered.
This well was "brought in", in the spring of 1910. 1t produced
between 11,000,000 and 12,000,000 cubic feet of gas every
twenty-four hours. This gas was piped about four miles to the
head quarters of the rench, &2 Thus, the oil and gas business
was added to the vast undertakings of the Miller Brothers.
This opened up the Ponca field and led to the establishment
of the Marland 0il Company (now Continental 04l Company).

The Poneca field was the largest field in Kay County and was
largely owned by the Miller Brothers and lMr. Marland. One

well produced a8 much as $1,000,000 4n one year. This well
was owned by George Brett, & hardware merchant of Ponoca City.
Several more fields were opened on Miller land but no attempt
will be made to classify all. The Miller Brothers received
several million dollars from the sale of oil and gas upon their

211pid.
227pid.
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Among the varied activities of twﬂw‘h‘e farming
played an important part. After the first successful wheat
erop the Cattle Millers became the Farmer Millers. They
planted corn, oats, alfalfa, and other crops as well as wheat.
They bought ealves to fatten, and added more horses, mules,
hogs, geese, dueks, and buffalo to their farms. Every year
they extended their operations, and every year they put in
some new crop. Furthermore, they used scientific methods and
continually produced new and better types. Garden vegetables
and melons received their share of attention. Fruit trees
also abounded on the ranch, &lthough the apple orechard originally
started through an accident.

The story of the first orchard is an interesting one
which shows the spirit of the Millers. In the fall of 1910
a nursery shipped two carloads of apple trees to Winfield,
Kansas, with the idea of selling the trees to farmers in
that vieinity. When the shipment arrived the nursery could
not pay the freight bill and it 1ookeﬂ aa if the shipment
would be a total loss. .Bnt, Joe Hiller ha.ppeneﬁ %o be in
Winfield at that time and .hea.z-a ot the huge shipment. He
immed iately ingquired about the ‘u‘ees and rbund théx ‘Gould be
bought for the freight bill. He lost no time in arranging
payment of the freight bill and had the apple trees shipped
to the 101 Ranch. These were set out with great speed in

order to save as many as possible. In the mixup of shipping,
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the trees had become separated and it was impossible to tell
the difference in the varities. As a result, various strains
of apples were scattered all over the orchard. There were
enough kinds to produce apples from June to November every
year. There were nearly 6,000 trees in these two carloads
and originally covered one hundred sixty acres. The orchard
was located on the south bank of the Salt Fork River about
two miles east of the raneh house. The river changed its
course after the trees had been planted and began to eat into
the high bank taking about sixty acres of trees into its bed.
This was quite a loss but still left a good number of trees.
The first year they bore fruit the yield was about three
hundred bushels. When in full production the orchard averaged
about 25,000 bushels. Not bad for trees bought at a cost of
two cents each. In monetary value, the orchard produced
about two hundred dollars an acre each year. It was valuned
at one thousand dollars an acre. This was not the only
orchard on the ranch. There was a second containing one
hundred seventy-five acres which was devoted entirely to
experimental trees. This included apple trees, walmt, fig,
persimmons and many others of similar type. The Miller
Brothers won many prizes and premiums with their vast orchards
and berry tracts on the 101 Raneh.24

Another experiment which brought widespread comment

was the crossing of the buffalo with the common range cow.

#paily oklahoman, February 6, 1927.
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Buffalo had thrived in the same and similar sections. The
Millers conceived the idea of perpetuating the virtues of
the buffalo by means of this cross. The experiment was
successful and at one time the Miller Brothers had about
two hundred head of this strange cross. They called the
new type of cattle "Cattleo” a contraction of the words
cattle and buffalo.Zd

The success of this first cross led to & more fantastiec
one than the first. One of the troubles of the cattleman
was the drouth on the prairie. Cattle died for want of
water and grass. So, the Miller Brothers with characteristic
foresight set out %o overcome this difficulty. Joe liiller
did not know whether a drouth resistant breed of cattle could
be produced, but he set out with determination to settle the
question. He knew that in certain sections of the world such
a type of cattle existed. He also knew it was impossible to
import such cattle in large numbers as the expense would be
too great. It was decided to import some of these cattle and
introduce them into his herds.%®

In India there was a breed of drouth resistant cattle
known as Brahme which were selected as the ones to conduct
the experiment of cross breeding for drouth resistance. The
large Brahma bulls were crossed with the common range cow.
The small Brahma bulls were corossed with Jersey cows. The

ZB1p3a.
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experiment was a success from two angles; first, a drouth-
resistent breed of cattle was secured, second, a wonderful
beef type of cattle resulted. Yearling steers of the Breahmea
eross would bring on the market one hundred dollars compared
to sixty dollars for the common type of beef steer.27?

The ranch was growing and making & name for the Millers
in the Southwest. In the midst of all this prosperity and
advencement occurred the death of Mrs. Miller, mother of the
Miller Brothers: Joe, George, and Zack. She died on Sunday
morning, &t the "White House", July 31, 1918, at the age of
seventy-two yaara.aa

Mrs., Miller was the guiding genius of the ranch being
an interested observer and taking a hand in many of the
activities of the great ranch. "lMother" Miller was the name
given to her by the many employees of the big ranch. She was
always a patient listener to any tale of woe that one of her
boys or ranch hands had to tell, oftentimes lending & hand
or suggesting & solution to the problem. She was a gracious
and hogpitable hostess. Her death was & bhlow to the community
and to her three sons and one daughter. Mrs. Miller was
buried in the 1.0.0.F. cemetery at Ponea City, Oklahoma. Her
death left the three brothers in charge of the ranch,??

The whole countryside mourned Mrs. Miller's passing.

The Ponea City Courier of July 24, 1918 said, "In the death

271bid., p. 147.
onea City Courier, August 1, 1918,
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of Mrs. Miller, a noteble woman closes & long, eventful, and
useful life., The world is better for her having lived in it."

In 1917 a disagreement had arisen beiween the three

Miller Boys and Joe had sold his interest to the other two
brothers. He returned, however, when his mother was dying.
There was a complete reconciliation between the three sons
and a definite agreement that Joe was to be considered an
equal partner with the other two. When lirs. Miller died
gshe left all the Ranch holdings to her three sons.30

B0Go1lings; England, op. Sibe, D. 104.
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CHAPTER I1I1
OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE 101 RANCH

Up to the time of Mrs. Miller's death there had been no
written agreement as to & means of keeping the far-flung 101
Ranch intaet. Following it, however, lir. England, Alma's
husband, saw the need of such a contract, and proposed the
Miller Brothers 101 Ranch Trust. 1t was approved by Joe,
George, and Zack Miller, and became effective September 12,
1921. W, A, Brooks and J. E. Carson were elected trustees
to administer the trust agreement. This type of trust did
not have to be organized by law, but was formed merely by naming
the trustees and deeding the land to them. Shares were re-
quired however which were issued to the uiller Brothers Joe
received 33,333 shares, Zack the same number, and George
33,334 shares, the controlling interest. There were no other
shereholders, as Alma hed already received her interest.t
After the formation of the trust, the brothers brought the
great ranch to the period of its greatest prosperity.

However, there was some legal difficulty in connection
with the ranch hold ings. The Miller Brothers 10l Ranch Trust
revealed that the ranch inecluded 15,252.97 acres of deeded
lands located in Noble, Pawnee, Osage, and Kay counties.
Thereupon, the federal grand Jury charged the brothers with
frandulently obtaining large tracts of land from the Ponca

LDai{x Oklahoman, liarch 25, 1932.
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InGians. The charges at first were general, so the Millers
demanded that their counsel be furnished with dates and
igsue of patents and alleged false reports. Federal Judge
J.H., Cobteral ingtructed the gavernmenﬁ to furnish the
desired@ information. The Federal attorneys then presented
forty-eight counits against the 101 owners, charging them
zith uging uvwnfailr persvasion on incompetent Indians, and
force on those indebted to then. Hoﬁhing, however, could be
proved against the Hillers, and the case, heard before Judge
A. G. €. Biever at Guthrie, wesg degided in their favor, The
case was ther takken to the United States Supreme Courd, but
the higher court upheld the decigion already handed down.®

In 2ddition Yo the deeded acreage, the ranch ineluded
vast acres of leased land which was divided into two classi-
fications. The first included the leased Indian lends with
preferential rights, which gave the Iillers the firgt bid in
case the owners wished to sell. Yhese tracts were used for
eithey ferming or grazing. lost of them were more or less
surrounded by iiller property, and were wvalued at four dollars
en acre. The total smount of preferential acreage was aboutb
10,000 acres. The second classification contained land leased
from individual Infians Ho be used exclusively for grazing
purpoges. It also contained land leased from other persons

; . . s 7z
holding leases from the Indisns.v

Zﬁellings; angland, gg. éit., Pe 49
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A large part of the land owned by the Millers wes bottom-
land along the Salt Fork of the Arkansas which was used for
agricultural purposes. In June, 1923, there was a disastrous
flood, which cost the owners several hundred thousand dollars.
The water covered the best farming land, and everything movable
was swept away. Approximately four hundred hogs were lost
when & one hundred acre pasture of alfalfa and wheat about two
miles from the ranch house was submerged. All wagons and light
machinery in the path of the flood were swept away. The
chickens were drowned in the chicken house in the orchard
directly north of the house. Buffalo, horses, and cattle were
ecarried away in the treacherous current. Directly in front
of the "White House", the flood gouged out a huge hole in the
mein paved highway. The bridge across the river was destroyed
and for about a year afterward the Miller Brothers operated
a ferry across the river. The flood waters never entered the
ranch house because 1t was built on higher ground, but its
occupants, ineluding Jess Willard the prize-fighter, were
marooned for several days until the water receded.?

The damage was stupendous and to prevent further losses by
flood, the Miller Brothers constructed & levee several miles
in length along the Salt Fork River, where it makes a south-
ward turn west of the ranch headquarters. This made impossible

any further floods except by back-water from the Arkansas

“ponca City News, June 12, 1923.




whiceh conitipgency wag very unlik elj.

buring the years from 1921 to 1987, ithe Biller Brothers
lavnched huge enterprises. First of courss was cattle hreed-
ing. Then came horses, hogs chickens, turkeye and the like.
They bulld & packing house which could take cars of & hundred
beeves and fifty hogs daily. The average snnual income from
the packing plant alone wag $175,000 a year. 6

Another industry grew out of the packing plant. ¥ot
long after the plant wes established a huge quantity of hides
had aceumnlated. The price on raw hides was too low 1o be
considered, while the price on finished hides was cousiderably
higher, so the HMillers built & tannery nesar the packing plant.
1% had not been ir operation long when & tornado swept it
avay, leaving omnly the foundation intact, but a new tannery

5

was soonr erected on the old foundation. Disaster seemed 1o
follow the brothers inm this undertaking for it was soon again
destroyed, this time by fire. Hot to be beaben by olemsnts
which were beyond theilr control, they again rebuilt it and
the process of tanning hides went on. Then the bottom dropped
out of the mark@t*7

Hogt men would have been discouraged by this tarn of

events, but not these builders of empire. Zack bought the

S¢ollings; Hngland, op. ¢ib., p. 48.

©ibide, ps 1L13.
7Gallen, loc. ¢ib., p» 100,
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equipment of a bankrupt harness factory in Texas and moved
it to the ranch. There it was set up on the second floor
of the tannery. UNext he brought former employees of the
harness Tactory to do the work of converting hundreds of
hides into saddles, harness, handbags, in fact everything
made of leather. They d4id a very profitable buaineaé for
several years. Then a second fire destroyed the tannery and
harness shop. They di@ not rebuild, as they no longer nseded
an industry of this type.a

Seemingly no enterprise was too big for the Millers to
undertake. In 1927, Florida put into effect & new law whigh
required the previously unregulated cattle industry to clean
up and dip all cattle. This brought panic among the Florida
cattlemen and many of them prepared to sell out. At the peak
of the crisis, there appeared in Florida two men, one broad
shouldered, booted, wearing a big cowboy hat, the other a
slender man in conventional e¢lothes, resembling & banker.
They were Zack and George liller, who introduced themselves
as farmers from Oklahome interested in buying a few cattle.?

Naturally, the Florida cattlemen had no idea of selling
them many cattle, but took them around. The two saw steers
whieh, properly cared for, would make good beef cattle in the
spring. They saw calves and young stock that needed only
good grass and eage to £it them for market. After they had

81pid.,
91bid.
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seen thousands of cattle untouched by rope and wild as deer,
they began o buy. One pasture conteained a thousand cattle;
they bought the thousand intact. They bought ranges full of
cattle by the hundreds and by the thousands, George handled
the business details, while Zack picked the cattle. 1In one
stroke they purchased a single herd of 9,000 head, 1In all,
they purchased 36,000 head . 10

Then they sent to Oklahoma for their cowboys to move the
huge herd. This had to be moved by railroad, eight hundred
cattle cars comprising thirty long trains. Animals ready for
merket were sold in towns through which they passed.ll Others
were taken to pastures in lLouisiana, Kansas, Arkensas, Texas,
and even 0ld Mexico. Ten thousand head were taken to the 101
Ranch and later used there in the slaughter houses. Eventnally
all the cattle purchased were sold at a profit. e

Another undertaking of the Miller Brothers was the
production of motion pictures "Wild West" a Pathe serial, and
"Prail Dust" were produced on the ranch. Many others were
produced but no records of income from this source are availa-
ble. To give some idea of the business transactions of the
101 Raneh, it might be stated that from 1923 to 1930 there was
an annual turnover of nearly & million dollars in livestoek,
farm ecrops, industries, oil rents and royalties, exclusive of

the 101 Ranch Show.Lld

15_%.

1126,000 were sold enroute. Time, (February 11, 1929), p. 63.
mcollings; ingland, op. ¢it., p. 76.

131bid., p. 124.
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In order to systematize the enterprises of the ranch and
bring all the departments into & closer working organization
the Miller Brothers organized the Wheel Club. This was
composed of the heads of the deparitments as active members,
and the Miller Brothers as honorary members. The idea of
such & club came from Rotary training and assoclation, as
the Millers were members of the Pomea City Rotary Club,4

Another club organized by the Millers waes the Cherokee
Strip Cowpuncher's Association. I1ts members were cowboys, most
of whom hed fought the Ind ians during the early days. There
were about four hundred members of the club, which was organized
on September 6, 1920, on Cowboy Hill in the buffalo pasture
of the 101 Rench. The organization had as its purpose the
bringing together of those Indian fighters and cowboys in
the West prior to 1893, at least once a year to exchange
yerng of the trail.td

A% the first meeting of the Cowpunchers Association, Abe
Bante of Billings, Oklahoma, was elected president, but at
the second, Joe Miller was elected president for life. The
organization flourished and grew so large it was necessary
to form a governing body. There was also a ladies' auxiliary.
Osear Brewster of Creseent, Oklahoma, was secretary-treasurer
of the organization. At all of their reunions he was asked
to bake the biscuits. He saild he learned how from the recipe

4paily Oklahoman, February 6, 1927.
15¢o11ings; inglend, op. cit., p. 156
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on all cans of baking powder sold in the early days. The
Association always met on Cowboy Hill, which was set aside
for the purpose by the lMiller Brothers. 8

With the Miller Brothers, to think was to act. For
instance, one day Joe received the idea, while watching some
land terrapins orawl about near the ranch offiee building, of
having & Terrapin Derby. He hed never heard of one but
believed it would be a good stunt, so he advertised for
entries. This occurred in 1924. After considerable experi-
menting, he learned that the only thing which would move the
sluggish creatures was bright sunlight. Therefore, the one
hundred fourteen econtestents, all named and numbered, some
supposedly well trained, were placed in a cage in the center
of & one hundred foot circle in the sun. The circle was
divided into eight sections with & Judge at the outside of
each section. Fortunately, the day of the Terrapin Derby
was exeeedingly bright, Joe took out rain insurancee on the
race, and 5,000 people gathered to witness sensational event.
As was to be expected, the terrapins having the most training
refused to budge, others started and then turned back, three
got to the finish line and stopped without crossing, some
engaged in fighting, and one, "Shingles"” by name, owned by
Hezry Cregin of Fonea City, finally grew tired of the sun
and dived for the ares of shade immediately outside the
finish line. Then two others, "Ponca Agency" owned by George

61pia.
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Hoya, Superintendent of the Ponca Indian Agency, and "Zev",
owned by Charles Hurford, & Ponca City merchant, crossed the
line. All during the race there was intense excitement among
the spectators and owners, even though none showed in the
contestants themselvas.17

The prize money consisted of two hundred twenty-eight
dollars collected by the entry fees--two dollars for each
entry--and was divided as follows; one hundred fourteen
dollars for first prize, sixty-eight dollars for second
prize, and forty-six dollars for third prize. The whole
thing was so much fun, even though there was no profit in
it for the Millers that it was repeated every year on Labor
Day along with the annual raund-up.la

It was in 1924 that Joe Miller again started up the
Wild West Show. He had been watching the 101 Ranch bank
balance for some years, and by that time it had grown large
enough to finance the kind of show he wanted. The new show
was so magnificent that it required a year's preparation before
the initial performance in Oklshoma City, April 21, 1925. The
opening exhibition was dedicated to the "Eighty-niner™ cele~-
bration. The performers were all new, well-trained, &and
highly paid. The Miller Brothers had scoured the world for
talent. An entire troop of Russian Cossack riders and

dancers were imported. Everything about the new show was

I7ipid., p. 152.
181p1d., p. 149.
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done on a magnificent scale. No expense was spared. But in
spite of the effort and money put into it, the show d4id not
succeed financially, although it met with tremendous approval
of the people.lg
In the first plaee, the new super-wild west show met with
the greatest opposition any business ever met, the Barnum and
Bailey, Ringling interest on one side, and the American Circus
Corporation on the other. This opposition was a heavy drain
on the income of the new show. In the second place, the
expenses of operating were enormous, because of the high
class performances added in the reorganization. From the
beginning, the show lost money and finally stranded in Washing-
ton D. C., August 5, 1931. After some legal difficulties the
equipment was shipped back to the 101 Ranah.?‘o
Probably one contributing factor to the failure, as,
indeed, to the entire 101 Ranch was the accidental death of
Joe Miller in 1927. He died October 21, the viectim of carbon
monoxide gas poisoning. He was found dead in the garage where
had apparently been working on his car with the motor running
when strieken by the deadly gas. Lvidently life had passed
before he fell. Attending physicians who were called, said
without doubt or hesitation that death was caused by monoxide

gas thrown offlby the running notor.zl

91pia., p. 184.
201p4d., p. 186.
Zlpy1se Daily World, October 22, 1927.
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The oldest of the three brothers, his was the duty of
holding the gniding hand--the kindly spirit over all. For
every stranger calling upon Joe HMiller, there was a friendly
word and & smiling greeting. fAveryone felt the warm touch
of his interest. He was alert and active in his consbent
sndeavor to Tind new end betder farming mebhods. Hundrods
of experiments were Hried outbt on the 101 Ranch under his
personal supervislion. He possessed rare ability as a faym
manager, ability which wag inﬂ@spensable ir directing the
101 agriculﬁur&l enberprises. At the time of his death the
ranch expressed magnificently, the West of today.zz

1t was, no doudbt, the death of Joe Miller that sterted
the downfall of the ranch., His guiding hand was badly needed.

George Hiller browght in enocugh money through his oil
businesa, o keep the rapch up tv standaré afiter the death
of his brother, but he too met death through an automobile
agcident. He was returning home from a trip to Texas to
look over his oil interests in Pounca (ity, when his car
kidded on the slippery pavement not far from home. He
evidently tried %o Jjump when he lost control of the ear, but
was caught beneath the front wheel. It was some time before
he was found, and he d ied before those who found him could
g6t him to the hospital at Ponca City. His death oceurred

February 2, 1929. For a number of years George L. Iiller

e
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had been financial head of the ranch. His death was an

irreparable loss, 2%
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CHAPTER IV
THE LAST ROUND-UP

For over hal; a century the 101 Ranch had prospered,
first under the direction of George W. Miller, and later
under his three sons. It was a vast empire stretching for
many miles under the bright Oklahoma sun, truly a monument
to a great industry that was passing. There were probably
three things that contributed to the downfall of this mighty
cattle domain, the deaths of Joe and George Miller, the
creating of the debts as a result of huge loans contracted
in better times to finance the ranch, and the depression that
gset in in 1929 which sapped the strength of their credit.

After the death of George Miller, the manegement of the
ranch pagsed into the hands of Zack, the cowman of the family.
He had the help of his nephews George L. and Jo® C. Jr., sons
of Joe Miller. Soon after they took over the management of
the ranch, the bottom dropped out of the financial structure
of the country. Also the 0il business, from which they derived
mueh of their revenue, collapsed and left them no means of
acquiring ready cash. Livestock sold at a very low figure,
and agricultural products could not be sold without a great
loss.t
Thinking that the economie depression was to be a

temporary affailr and would soon right itself, the Millers

Icollings; ingland, op. ¢it., p. 192.
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gsecured o mortage of $500,000 to finasnce the ramch operatvions.
Conditions not only falled to improve but grew steadily
worse. fGhe year of 1930 saw the ranch suffer & net loss of
$801,064,08 for the year. Vhen the taxes, moritages, and
notes hecame due, there was no morey available to take care
of sueh an energency. The operations of the raach came 0o
e shtandstill. 1% wag inpossible to re-finanee the ranech,
vot the sssebs trebled the liabilitics.®

The creditors stepped in and demanfed payment of their
notes and mortages. They 4id not want the ranch; they only
demended that thelr nctes be paid., Zack Miller believed that
the Gdebts could be paid if the creditors wonrnld allow him time
in which to ralse some movey. He told them at & meeting that
they would sll be paild one hundred ner cent on the dollapr.
But individuwals with money to loan at this time were hard to
£ind, and the only ones who would loan money undey any terms
were the ones who wanted %o have a controling interest in the
ranch. Thig Zasck would not allow, and as a result he was un-
able to find anyone with money to advance on the enterprise.
This stubborness on the part of Zasck brought the 101 empire

vmbling down upon his ears. 1t was at this time the 101
Ranch show was sbrended in Vashingbon D. Co ¥He had hoped to
make from this enterprise ehaugh moniey to bring him out of

the dilemma but with its failure his last hope along that

12

Lex

line vias g0onc.
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voaek #iiller saw thet he was through. 350 he decided to
call a conference of all the creditors et the reneh hsad-~
quarters to sonsider the situation. The creditors met on

bogust 10, 198l. Zack's ides was to save the ranch and

»

nreserve the traditions that surrounded the vast empire.
This conference found several things that would have 4o he
romed iet. First, the indebteduness that was due and past due

TR,

with interest vas H026, T762.2%., The products raised thatb
i H

7

year on the ranch were valued at $231,734. The ranch lands

3

were valued at $977,800. The assets when added made a total
of more tham $1,000,000.% sack proposed that the creditors
give him six wmorths to bring in new money to rvefinance the
ranch and pay off all outstanding bills. The bankers end
crefitors were willing that he should bhe allowed that time,
ot they expresged doubt thet he would be able to raise
the money with conditions in the country so bad. They
expressed the belief that if the ranch could be put on

te feet it could be done within sixty days. L. K. fleek,
pregident of the JSecurity State bBank of Ponce City said that
it would bhe 1mpossible to obitain the money at any rase of
intercst ag peonle were not lending money. Furthermore, the

person who would lend his money would want control of the

;

ranch, 4Zack positively refused to give up coutrol under any

circumastances. 1% was also brought out at the conference

49he Receiver's Report to the Kay Counby Cours,
September, 1981.
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thet the value of land, even al reducod prices, would
more than pay off the credibtors secured as well as unsecured.
Zack requested thet no new law sulbs be f£iled against the
raneh during the moradorium period.s

Jadge W. #. Dice of Ponca City suggested that the un-
secured creditors hold o separate meeting and aszree 40 hold
of £ any more law suits until they conld see the result of
Zack'vs work toward refinsncing the raneh. Mo oilher parties
in the ranch trust, heirs of the late George L. and Jjog
iller, were repreosented by Goorge W. Hiller, Toneca City, son
of Joe lilller. Joe Chambers of the Ixchange National Trusit
Company, of tulsa was there, but nsither the heirs nor Chambers
expressed any opinion as to what thoey would do regarding
the ir sheres of vhe ranch.

On August 27, 1931, shortly after this conference, &
gurprige suibt was filed by the heirs in the district court
of Yay County againgd Zack Hiller. This was the beginning
of the long legal trouble that has torn the 101 kanch apari.
The petition stoted thet the estate of the late CGeorge L. Hiller
waa heing deprecicted becanse of conditions on the ranch.
They requested that & receiver be appolinted o take over the
business of the ranch. Yhis led to mary more suits. Among

the most important were those of the Passumptic 3avings Bank

5Golliﬂgs; ingland, op. cite., D. 196,
OIbide, pe 197,
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of Maryland and that of the John Hancocek Life Insurance
Company. After much discussion among the creditors they
agreed on the appointment of Fred C. Clarke, ranchman near
Winfield, Kensas. '

The appointment was confirmed by Judge John S. Burger
of Kay County distriet court on September 16, 193l. The
bond of Clarke was set at $50,000 by the court. A restrain-
ing order was issued by Judge Burger preventing any suit
or execution against the ranch involving the cerop or other
property, or the filing of foreclosure actions.. Judge W.E.
Rice, trustee of the ranch, was ordered to turn over all
records to Clarke. The John Hancoek Life Insurance Company
and the Passumptic Savings Bank of Maryland withdrew their
petitions and agreed to Clarke as receiver. They also
agreed not to foreclose on any of the acreage covered by

their mortages until January 1, 1933.3

When Fred Clarke, took over the activities of the 101
he had in mind the rehabilitation of the ramneh and to make
it & paying proposition. Several things, however, were
working against such & plan: first, lack of funds upon whiech
to base his operations, and second, was his lack of experience
in dealing with such a vast enterprise. Zack had hoped that
he would be asked to help in the reorganization, but Clarke

“T1pia.
81pid., p. 198.
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wished to accomplish this task alope. This wag possibly a
mistake, but nevertheless, Clarke refused %o ask the help
of Zack. When the plans of reorganizaiilon failed, the only
other recourse was to sell sll the stock, hogs, cattle and
agriculiural products of the ranch. Therefore, on ilarch 24,
1932, lr. Clerke advertised For sale the personal properties.
Zverything was billed except the personal belongings of Zack,
which were housed in the "Uhite louse" of the ranch.9

The day of the sale arrived and a crowd of 3,000 persons
came to see the dlsmenbverment of the empire or +the prairie.
Some came to buy, but the great malority came to look with
curoslty on the last of the Millers greal possessions, In
the "White House", while the sale was going on, was Zack Miller.
He roared defiance to the atitorneys who were geeking & confer-
ence with him. His anger reached such a height that he
threatened to blow up the "White House" and even fired a shot-
gun In the general direction of the attorneys. They dcemed i
vest to leave the belligerent Zack alore for the time being.lO

48 a result of this deliance ol the law he was arranged

E- ]
L

on charges of resisting the law and faced criminal prosecution
Tor this arnmed delfiance of the auctioneer's hammer. He wes
Taced with the cherges and imprisoned in the county Jail atb
Mewkirk, Oklahoma, His release was obtained through the

order of the (Covernor of the State of Oklahoma. tThe Govexnor

91bid., p. 139.
0paily Oklahoman, kereh 25, 1932,
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at this time was William H. Murray. He stated that it
was a shame to imprison a man in jail for debts, and that
it was against the prineciples of the state to allow any
such action to take place. Zack's former wife came from
Louisiena and began to cause more 4 ifficulties for Willer.ll

After Zack was released from jail, he set about the task
of getting Clarke dismissed as receiver for the 101 Ranch.
liiller charged that Clarke had not carried out the policies
as he should, had let the raunch run down, and had been guilty
of gross neglect. Zack was unable to get an immediate hearing
on the petition but he drew up a new plan of reorganization
for the ranch. The creditors agreed to the plan and to a
two-year moratorium period. Certificates of indebtedness
were to be issued to all creditors and were to become due at
the expiration of the two-year lease, January 1, 1935. The
Kay County distriet court approved the reorganization plan
on Mareh 25, 1933, end dismissed Fred C. Clarke as operating
rece iver, returning the management of the ranch to Zaek and
two trustees for the two year period.LZ

This moratorium was Just a gesture on the part of the
ereditors because even before the date of the reorganization
plan the various mortage holders had filed suits and bit by
bit the vast 101 Ranch was sold on the anetion bloeck, until
finally the John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company of

Llipia. |
120o114ngs; ingland, op. eit., p. 205.
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Boston filed an injunction proceedings in the federal court
at Guthrie, Oklshoma, demanding that Zack Miller vacate the
"White House". The company had already taken over all the land
surround ing the "White House". 2Zack claimed the "White House"
a8 & homestead and refused to vacate the property. But on
June 3, 1936, by order of federal distriet Judge, Hdgar S.
Vaught, he was ordered to leave the "White House". No definite
time was set for his departure from the property but Zack
secured a stay of execution of the order if he could furnish
bond by August 2, 1936, for an appeal of the case.ld

Therefore, on July 5, 1936, Zack held an auction of the
furnishings of the "White House" on the 10l in order to raise
money for this appeal. The sale was attended by many old
time friends and people of the surrounding territory. It was
a very sad occasion and marked one more step in the dismember-
ment of the 101 Ranch. Famous buffalo pictures were sold as
low as eighty-five dollars when at one time §$1,200 had been
refused for the same pieture as it had hung in the famous
"White House".l4

Miller fought the case for several years, but it was a
losing battle and he was finally evicted from the property
and forced to admit that he was defeated. The next step in
the ranch history has been taken in the last several years.
In Payne County, the United States Government is building a

131bid., p. 206.
l4yngkogee Phoenix, Mareh 7, 1937.
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dam which will cover several thousand acres. The people in
this section had to be moved to & new location. The 101l Ranch
was an ideal place to locate these families, so the government
purchased the land from the various creditors.

The ranch was divided into forty acre plots by the re-
settlement administration and hundreds of farmers took the
place of the cowboys who had roamed the pasture lands of the
101. The government obtained options on 3,300 acres of the
land. The land was leased to farmers for a five-year period
to prove themselves. If successful, the farmer will be allowed
to purchase the land. They have forty years in which to pay.15

The plans of the government call for transforming the
"White House" and grounds into & recreation park and community
center. D.P. Trent, regional director of the resettlement
administration at Dallas, said the money was available for
this purpoae.l5

The titles for the land was approved and the government
has transported tenants from the sub-marginal land near Still-
water, Oklahoma, to the 10l. The Resettlement Administratlon
has lent these tenants money not to exceed {2,700 each %o
build homes and barns and to drill water wells. Iliost of the
farms range from eighty to two hundred fifteen acre farms for
elderly families. Construction of the first homes began in
July, 1937, and the cost ranged from §$1,200 to §$1,500 per anit.t?

I80klehoms City Times, October 51, 1936.
16yulga Daily World, June 18, 1937.
171bid.
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Although, Zack Miller has continued %o object vo the
United States Government's placing of families on his old
rapnch site and former home, the work has gone on unabated,
and the onee large prairie estate has beon miraculously
transformed into homesteads.

Whils the ranch remained imbtaet one could say with
certainity that the west still lingered in Oklahoma. ith

its passing, the state has logt a very memorable landmark.
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